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Edwin Spencer Parsons 

Mr. President, I have the honor to present as a candidate for an honorary degree EDWIN SPENCER PARSONS, 
preacher and interpreter of the Gospel of Christ to man in the modern situation, at great centers of learning in 
our land. · 

Spencer Parsons was educated at Denison University, Andover Newton Theological School and Harvard Univer
sity. It is in the academic situation that he has found the opportunities of service for which he is uniquely suited
not primarily as scholar and instructor (although he is these, t~o), but as a spokesman for and an interpreter of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He gave outstanding leadership for more than a dozen years as Baptist Chaplain to 
Harvard University and to the academic community of the greater Boston area. As a man of unusually venturous 
spirit he left the security and culture which he had found in New England to take on the South Side of Chicago 
as Minister of the Hyde Park Baptist Church. Here in Hyde Park the academic community of the University of 
Chicago is deeply involved in a neighborhood with all of the great problems of modern urbanization. In this 
bewildering situation he has given enlightened, humane, patient leadership and ministry to all sorts and con
ditions of men. As Dean of Rockefeller Chapel he has taken on the task of regularly addressing the University as 
such, interpreting from the perspective of the Christian Faith our present age and its learning. 

Because Kalamazoo College herself stands in the same tension of faith and culture, to unite which is the aim so 
ably served in this career, it is fitting that we link ourselves with it. Therefore, on behalf of the Faculty of Kala
mazoo College, I recommend that upon EDWIN SPENCER PARSONS be conferred the honorary degree, Doctor 
of Divinity. . ... __ .. 


