
Jose Vidal 

A native of Valencia, whose language, culture, and traditions he exemplifies; an adopted 
son of Madrid where for decades he has been a personality in the intellectual, artistic, 
literary, and educational scene; and a sometime resident of the United States where he 
studied, taught, established lifelong friendships, and acquired an understanding of, an 
appreciation for, and a deep attachment to the people and way of life, Jose Vidal has been 
associated with Kalamazoo College for more than twenty years as a caring administrator, 
inspiring teacher, and cherished friend. 

Although a confirmed and dedicated internationalist, Jose Vidal remains uniquely Spanish 
and serves as a model of the history and spirit of his native land. A productive scholar, his 
interests have centered on the Generation of '98, modern poetry and language, as well as 
the great French writer Proust. As a teacher, he has effectively interpreted the essence of 
Spanish thought and culture to generations of American students through the medium of 
language and literature. As program administrator in Madrid for almost two decades, he 
has been mentor, counselor, advisor, and friend to Kalamazoo students. His many lasting 
friendships with former students bear eloquent testimony to their esteem and affection for 
this hidalgo who has profoundly influenced their lives. 

Kalamazoo College takes pride in acknowledging the contribution of our overseas 
colleagues to its world-wide partnership in learning. It is, therefore, appropriate that we 
honor one who has had a distinguished career as administrator, scholar, and teacher; who 
has served as an interpreter and bridge between two peoples, cultures, and languages; and 
who is our esteemed colleague-a devoted, loyal, and dear friend of Kalamazoo College and 
its students. 

I recommend, therefore, on behalf of the Faculty of Kalamazoo College, that upon Jose 
Vidal be conferred the honorary degree, Doctor of Humane Letters. 


