
JOE HINTON STROUD 
Mr. President, I have the honor and privilege of presenting JOE HINTON STROUD, editor and vice president of the Detroit 
Free Press, as a candidate for an honorary degree. 

Born in McGehee, Arkansas, he was formally educated at Hendrix College and Tulane University from which he received 
the B.A. and M.A. degrees, respectively. Educated in the Liberal Arts, his pragmatic education as a reporter and journalist 
began with a job on the Pine Bluff, Arkansas, newspaper. From there he became editorial writer for the Arkansas Gazette 
of Little Rock, and subsequently, editor of the Winston-Salem Journal-Sentinel. During the tumultuous late 1960's, he was 
appointed associate editor of the Detroit Free Press. Recognizing his many talents and leadership qualities, he was made 
editor of the Free Press in 1973 and senior vice president in 1978. 

A national figure in the newspaper world, Mr. Stroud has been active in many organizations both nation-wide and in his 
own community. He is a member of the American Society of Newspaper Editors, the National Conference of Editorial Writers, 
Sigma Delta Chi, and the Detroit Committee on Foreign Relations , as well as other professional associations. In recognition 
for his writing talents and insights, he has won numerous awards including the William Allen White Award from the Inland 
Daily Press Association in 1973, 1976, and 1977; a citation from the Overseas Press Club in 1974; and the Paul Tobenkin 
Award from Columbia University in 1976. 

As humanist, editor, writer, and journalist, he has consistently exemplified the values of liberal learning. Refusing to buckle 
to parochialism or mass hysteria, he has tirelessly urged the people of his city and this state to take the larger view. Concerned 
with the superpowers' struggle for military ascendancy, he has called for moderation and diplomacy. Without illusions con
cerning the struggles for power in a threatening world, he has consistently urged us to see, to feel , and to understand the 
faces , the people, behind the statistics. When many have given up on urban America, Mr. Stroud has, without sentimen
talism or naivete, articulated a vision and a hope for the city of Detroit. Fearlessly antagonistic to all forms of racial and 
ethnic prejudice, he has been a vigorous advocate for social justice in his community and in this state. In the tradition of 
responsible journalism, he has not hesitated to speak out against corruption or malfeasance wherever it may be found, yet 
at the same moment with humility and grace, his word has often been the word of reconciliation. 

And above all else, in a time when the language of political and social criticism has become banal, confused, and even 
misleading, Mr. Stroud speaks with precision, grace, humor, and a vivid articulateness that is the voice of the liberally 
educated man. One may not always agree with what Mr. Stroud says, but one always knows what has been said. In a day 
when so much of our mass communication seems to reflect the proverbial Tower of Babel, we take special pride in honoring 
a man who speaks to us with a clear, honest, and humane voice in the best tradition of American journalism. 

Therefore, on behalf of the faculty of Kalamazoo College, I recommend that upon JOE HINTON STROUD be conferred 
the honorary degree, Doctor of Humane Letters. 


