
Paul Simon 
Mr. President, I have the honor to present as a candidate for an honorary degree PAUL SIMON, congressman, 
public official, educator, journalist, and author. 

Born and reared in Eugene, Oregon, Congressman Simon studied at the University of Oregon and Dana College 
before at the age of 19 becoming the nation's youngest editor-publisher by purchasing The Troy Tribune, a then 
defunct weekly newspaper in a small Southern Illinois community. His courageous exposure of syndicate connec
tions with government officials in Madison County drew the attention of Governor Stevenson, the recognition of 
Senator Kefauver, and the accolade of Newsweek and contributed to the shut-down of a number of syndicate 
operations. 
Returning to his newspaper after two years of U.S. Army service spent mostly in Europe, Representative Simon ran 
against incumbents of the local political organization and won a Democratic nomination to the Illinois House of 
Representatives. Elected to the Illinois House at the age of 25 in 1954, he began a career of public service which has 
continued without interruption to the present day and which includes four terms in the Illinois House, two terms in 
the Illinois Senate, one term as the first and only Lieutenant Governor of lllinois, held with a governor of another 
party, and four terms as representative of the 24th District of Illinois. 
In addition to a busy career as elected official, Congressman Simon has been a faculty member at Sangamon State 
University and has lectured at Harvard University. He is the author of seven books, including Lincoln's Prepara
tion for Greatness, the only comprehensive treatment of Lincoln's years in the Illinois House, and the widely ac
claimed The Tongue-Tied American, which exposes the importance of inadequate foreign language training to the 
well-being of the United States. He has also written for a number of magazines and currently authors a weekly col
umn. 
Cited on the national level for his leadership in reforming state government, Representative Simon was the recipient 
of the "Best Legislator" award during each of the sessions he served in the Illinois House and Senate, a record un
equaled in the history of this award. Seven institutions of higher learning have recognized his achievement by 
awarding him honorary degrees. 
Long a dedicated and vocal supporter of education in the halls of government, Congressman Simon currently chairs 
the Subcommittee on Post Secondary Education of the House Education and Labor Committee. He is esteemed by 
advocates of international education and foreign language study at home and abroad, both as a prime mover in the 
establishment of the President' s Commission on Foreign Language and International Studies and as an important 
member and contributor to the report of this body. His eloquent concern and persistent support of these issues in 
the public forum have found expression in his most recent book. 

Because Kalamazoo College has long emphasized a concept of service to the community and the land, has pioneered 
in international education, and has sought appropriately to recognize merit, it is fitting that we honor Congressman 
Simon, lawmaker and representative of the people, who by his deeds and words, both spoken and written, ex
emplifies those honored qualities of a true servant of the people. 

I recommend, therefore, on behalf of the faculty of Kalamazoo College, that upon PAUL SIMON be conferred the 
honorary degree, Doctor of Humane Letters. 


