
John Alfred Hannah 

Mr. President, I have the honor to present as a candidate for an honorary degree, JoHN 
ALFRED HANNAH, educational statesman, civil rights leader, and "the greatest Spartan of 
them all." 

The dimensions of education, as he has extended them in his more than a quarter century 
of leadership at Michigan State University, go far beyond ~e dreams of Justin Morrill, a man 
he has honored as namesake of his newest, innovating college. The reach of his University 
around the world. is· only slightly greater than his personal reach has been. Equally at home in 
Washington or Michigan, he has served as Chairman of the United States Civil Rights Com
mission since its creation in 195 7, as an Assistant Secretary of Defense, and on Advisory 
Boards of the State Department. This year ,as Chairman of the prestigious American Council 
on Education, he serves , as a national spokesman for all of higher education. 

We meet. and honor him today both for his accomplishments in edqcation and for his decade 
of civil rights leadership where he has wor~ed to make the American dream a reality for all 
people. Therefore, on behalf of the Faculty of Kalamazoo COllege, I recommend that upon 
him be conferred the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws. 
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