
KIMPIANGA MAHANIAH 

Mr. President, I have the honor to present as a candidate for an honorary degree, KlMPIANGA MAHANIAH , 
scholar, teacher , minister and administrator. With deep roots in his native Zaire, Dr. Mahaniah came to the 
United States in 1963 for his undergraduate and graduate study. He is a graduate of Kalamazoo College and 
received his MA in African Studies and his PhD in History from Temple University in Philadelphia. 

Returning to Zaire in 1972 to do research on his doctoral thesis , he served as Headmaster of Sundi-Lutete School. 
Later , he taught history at the National University of Zaire, served as a member of the faculty in Protestant 
Theology, and continued his research at the Centre de Yulgarisation Agricole in Kinshasa which seeks to build 
awareness of improved agricultural methods in Manianga-Luozi , a rural area in Lower Zaire. The Center con
tinues to develop programs at the grass roots level in fish culture and reforestation and now includes a com
munal ranch for research work in animal husbandry. Through a publishing house, the Centre distributes " develop
ment literature" widely, and also organizes seminars and workshops devoted to development concerns. 

In 1981, Dr. Mahaniah moved to Geneva, Switzerland, with his wife, also a former student at Kalamazoo Col
lege, and their three children, to assume his work as Executive Secretary, Africa Desk, at the World Council 
of Churches. In his position, he travels widely in Europe and North America seeking technical and financial 
support for development projects in Africa. He also directs the Commission on Interchurch Aid Service and 
Ass istance to Refugees. 

Whether as scholar , teacher , preacher, administrator, or expert in development programs and strategies , 
Kimpianga Mahaniah seeks to serve the upbuilding of the community, the development of the Third World, 
especially Africa , and the realization of the Kingdom of God in the midst of the ambiguities of human existence. 
In his life and work, this alumnus of Kalamazoo College exemplifies the values we cherish in graduates in the 
liberal arts . 

Therefore, on behalf of the faculty of Kalamazoo College, I recommend that upon KIMPIANGA MAHANIAH 
be conferred the honorary degree , Doctor of Divinity. 


