
Howard Russell Moody 
Mr. President, I have the honor to present as a candidate for an honorary degree Howard Russell Moody, parish 
minister, political activist, and partisan of many causes in behalf of human dignity. 

Howard Moody is a displaced Texan who has had a seven-year love affair with the City of New York. His is not the 
ordinary Westerner's infatuation with the canyons of Gotham, for he knows the city's sudden brutality as well as its 
striking beauty. Indeed, though he has a genuine respect for the greatness of the metropolis, its misery has also 
claimed him, and that for a simple reason. As a Christian, Howard Moody is persuaded that God calls men not 
to despise the world but to love it as God Himself has loved it. As a churchman, he is persuaded that the Church 
thus exists not to be served but to serve. Because he believes that the problems and the possibilities of contemporary 
men exist in the city in their most intensive form, it is there that he has undertaken his affectionate ministry. 

The Judson Memorial Church, of which he is the senior minister, is set on Washington Square in the heart of Green
wich Village, and its ministry is one of reconciliation in the presence of forces which separate men and set them 
against each other. On sultry nights when a gang rumble threatens in the Square, Howard Moody is not to be 
found as a clinical observer behind the protecting windows of his study, but on the street in search of ways to 
prevent brutal collision, and later in the precinct station to protect youthful Villagers against arbitrary police action. 
The Judson Church operates a community center for pre-delinquent and delinquent boys and girls and a rehabilita
tion center for young narcotic addicts in the neighborhood. Howard Moody is a leader in the political reform 
movement which has sought to break the power of Tammany Hall and return to the people control of their own 
political affairs, and he has done this not apart from his ministry but as an integral part of it. 

Still other aspects of the life and work of the Judson Church reflect the wide-ranging concerns of its minister. It 
maintains an interracial and international dormitory for students studying in the metropolitan area. It is a patron of 
the arts, encouraging young talent in the Village through an art gallery which displays the works of undiscovered 
artists and a dramatic workshop for the encouragement of new playwrights. 

The respect in which Howard Moody and his ministry are held is to be seen ill the fact that a major publisher will 
soon publish his reflections on the culture of the city under the title The Fottrth Man. 

It is a long way from Dallas to the Village, and that way has led from four years in the Marines during World War 
II to the University of California, to Yale Divinity School, and then to The Ohio State University as minister to 
students for five years. Because, throughout his ministry, Howard Moody has exemplified one of the chief ideals 
of this College, that of "the scholar's spirit dedicated to the service of mankind," on behalf of the Faculty of Kala
mazoo College I recommend that upon him be conferred the honorary degree, Doctor of Divinity. 


