
URSULA LEONHARDT 
Born in Silesia and educated in universities in the Federal Republic of Germany, FRAU LEONHARDT has been the Director of the 

Kalamazoo program in Erlangen since its inception in 1963. In this position she has been responsible for the housing, personal welfare, 
and academic program of the 476 Kalamazoo students who have studied in Erlangen. She is justifiably regarded by her former 
students and all who know her as a master teacher, skillful organizer, and warm and engaging person. Her sharp mind, her ever
inquiring intellectual curiosity, and her broad encyclopedic knowledge have made her a challenging and inspiring teacher and have 
enabled her to prepare successfully generations of Kalamazoo and other foreign students to meet the linguistic demands for study at a 
German university. While guiding students as they sharpen their linguistic skills, she has been ever mindful of the importance of the 
historical and cultural context of language study and has expertly, by example and encouragement, inculcated in her students an 
appreciation for and critical interest in European history and culture in general, and in German culture and history in particular. Her 
ability to relate to young people, to challenge them to do their best, and to advise and counsel them is legendary. 

In addition to her activities on behalf of Kalamazoo College, Frau Leonhardt has had a distinguished career as a teacher and 
administrator in the German educational system. After a number of years as teacher in Gymnasien both in Germany and in Italy, she 
became associated with the University of Erlangen in the early sixties. Her successes as a teacher and administrator with the 
Kalamazoo program and her interest in, and ability to relate to, students from abroad prompted the university to offer her the position 
as Director of Foreign Student Services, a position which she held with distinction from the mid-sixties until her retirement several 
years ago. While in this important administrative position at the University of Erlangen, she was responsible for the external affairs of 
the university with foreign governments and institutions of higher learning and a member of a number of important committees and 
groups dealing with questions of international education. At the time of her retirement from the university, her contributions were 
honored by the Federal Republic with the awarding of the Cross of Merit. 

Because Kalamazoo College recognizes the world as its campus and because we acknowledge the critical role of its representatives 
throughout the world, it is appropriate that we honor one who has had a distinguished career as teacher, administrator, and mover in 
things international, who is our esteemed colleague and associate, and who is a devoted, loyal, and dear friend of Kalamazoo and its 
students. 

I recommend, therefore, on behalf of the Faculty of Kalamazoo College, that upon URSULA LEONHARDT be conferred the 
honorary degree, Doctor of Humane Letters. 


