
Chris E. Lawson 

Mr. President, I have the honor to present to you as a candidate for an honorary degree Chris E. Lawson, clergyman 
and church administrator. Chris Lawson is a churchman who has served both his denomination and ecumenical 
bodies; who has shown ability both as a pastor and as an administrator; who has demonstrated interest in both youth 
and age; and whose concern for his fellow men is indicated by his service. 

Chris Lawson has served as chief executive officer of the American Baptist Convention in the city of Buffalo, and in 
two states, Rhode Island and Wisconsin. He is now Executive Secretary of the Wisconsin Baptist State Convention. 
To Chris Lawson, being an administrator is no routine matter. He was prepared for this work by apprenticeship 
as pastor of churches in Chicago and Buffalo which challenged his leadership. In them he learned the art of coun
seling, built effeaive, community-wide youth programs, and worked out methods for integrating the church as an 
institution into the life of the community. These skills have been well utilized in the executive posts which he has 
held. 

As an administrator he has made human values the goal of his endeavors, has put principle above expediency, and 
has so set the stage that those who work under him can funaion creatively. He has seen in administration an oppor
tunity to express his Christian faith, to strengthen local churches, and to enrich human life. 

Being a man of broad interests, it was inevitable that he should become involved in ecumenical activity. He has 
served on boards and committees of city and state councils of churches, as well as on the councils of his own de
nomination. While in New England he was elected vic;e-president of the General Theological Library of Boston. 

He is a native of South Carolina and a graduate of Furman University. He holds graduate degrees from the 
Southern. Baptist Theological Seminary. 

Mr. President, on behalf of the faculty. of Kalamazoo College, I reco.aunend that upon him be conferred the 
honorary degree, Doctor of Divinity. 




