
Stanley Sebastian Kresge 
Mr. President, I have the honor to present as a candidate for an honorary degree, STANLEY 
SEBASTIAN KRESGE1 distinguished business executive, devoted Methodist layman, effective civic 
leader, wise philanthropist, and a long-time friend and supporter of higher education. 

As chairman of the Board of Directors of the S. S. Kresge Corporation in 1966, Stanley Kresge 
was instrumental in directing the course of one of the giant retail operations of the United 
States. He has also served as a director of other substantial business enterprises in the finance 
and insurance fields. 

Stanley Kresge has purposefully worked for the causes in which he believed. He has served his 
alma mater, Albion College, as a trustee; he has been a director of the Metropolitan Detroit 
YMCA; and he has been an active member of the Detroit Board of Commerce. As a Rotarian, 
he has held membership for over thirty years and is a trustee of the Detroit Rotary Foundation. 
As a Methodist layman, he has served his church at the local and wider levels in leadership 
positions. 

Perhaps Stanley Kresge has achieved his most significant role at the Kresge Foundation where 
he has served as trustee 1930-31, vice president 1931-52, president 1952-66, and chairman 
since 1966. It has been said that "it is a hard business to give away money wisely." Stanley 
Kresge has been a stalwart in doing just that. The program of the Kresge Foundation, shaped 
in large measure by the man we honor today, is one of the great programs of Michigan 
and our nation. The creation of quality physical facilities on campuses across the United 
States has meant much to higher education and over the years will continue to provide an 
environment for learning. 

The outstanding record of achievement in the sciences at Kalamazoo College will be continued 
in part because of the recently refurbished science building - a project made possible in large 
measure because of the generous support of the Kresge Foundation. We honor Stanley Kresge 
today not for this single benefaction, but for a consistent and abiding program which has 
aided so many colleges and universities. As a church-related college, we find it additionally 
compelling in today's world to honor a man whose spiritual values have been so active a part 
of his commitment to life. 

Therefore, on behalf of the Faculty of Kalamazoo College, I recommend that upon STANLEY 
SEBASTIAN KRESGE be conferred the honorary degree, Doctor of Laws. 


