
Galway Kinnell 
Mr. President, I have the honor to present as a candidate for an honorary degree, GAL WAY 
KINNELL, an American poet of major accomplishments. Mr. Kinnell, whose undergraduate 
work was completed at Princeton University, and whose graduate study was done at the Uni
versity of Rochester, has won numerous awards for his contribution to American Letters, 
including a Guggenheim Grant in 1961, a National Institute of Arts and Letters Award in 
1962, and a Rockefeller Grant in 1967. He has taught Creative Writing and Literature at 
several universities, among them, The University of Iowa, Reed College, University of Cali
fornia at Irvine, Grenoble, The University of Teheran, and most recendy at Juniata College; for 
several years he has given readings of his work on campuses across the country, and has been 
warmly received. He honored us with his presence last night at our Baccalaureate as the student
selected guest participant. 

His books of poems are, What a Kingdom It Was, Plow~ H~ding on Mount Monadnocle, 
Body Rags (which contains the classic poem nThe Bear"), and his latest, The Book of Night
mares, sections of which he read at Kalamazoo College. Mr. Kinnell has also written a novel, 
Black Light, and has translated the work of Villon, Yves Bonnefoy, and Ivan Goll, and is pre
sently completing a volume of essays on contemporary poetics. 

Mr. Kinnell is internationally recognized as one of the most significant American poets for the 
deeply-felt, intimate and direct language he has used in recording his life and times. In his 
own words: 

the rest of my days I spend 
wandering: wondering 
what, anyway, 
was that sticky infusion, that rank flavor of blood, that 
poetry, by which I lived? ( nThe Beat") 

Therefore, on behalf of the Faculty of Kalamazoo College, I recommend that upon GALWAY 
K!NNBLL be conferred the honorary degree, Doctor of Humane Letters. 


