
The Reverend Father Theodore M. Hesburgh, C. S.C. 
Mr. President, I have the honor to present as a candidate for an Honorary Degree, THE REVEREND FATHER 
THEODORE M. HESBURGH, Priest of the Congregation of the Holy Cross, president of the University of Notre 
Dame, United States Ambassador to Underdeveloped Countries, and supporter of the Civil Rights of all Americans. 

Born in Syracuse, New York, Father Hesburgh, was educated at Notre Dame and Harvard Universities as well as the 
Gregorian University in Rome, Italy. He was ordained a Priest of the Congregation of Holy Cross in Sacred Heart 
Church on the campus of the university where he has served as president for three decades. He joined the faculty of 
the University of Notre Dame in 1945, upon the completion of the Doctorate of Sacred Theology from Catholic 
University of America. In 1952 he was appointed its President. 

Father Hesburgh's concern for the human experience came to the attention of several presidents of the United States. 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower appointed Father Hesburgh to the United States Commission on Civil Rights. He 
served as chairman of that commission from 1969 until November, 1972, when he resigned the chair at the request 
of President Richard M. Nixon. 

President Gerald R. Ford appointed him to serve on the Clemency Board, which reviewed cases of the Vietnam offend
ers of draft or military laws. 

During the administration of President Jimmy Carter, he was given two presidential appointments: one to a com
mission to decide upon a suitable memorial to the Holocaust; and the other to the chairmanship of the Select Com
mission on Refugee and Immigration Policy. The latter group completed its work in the spring of 1981, when it sub
mitted a report to President Ronald Reagan and the Congress. 

Father Hesburgh believes that the university should be a community of scholars where learning and teaching is at the 
service of mankind's total development. He is quoted as saying that it should be a place where all the great questions 
are asked, where an exciting conversation is continually in progress, and where the mind constantly grows as the 
values and powers of intelligence and wisdom are cherished and exercised in full freedom. 

Father Hesburgh's contributions to the human experience outside of academia have been in the areas of civil rights 
and international developments. Highlighting a long list of special awards given Father Hesburgh is the Medal of 
Freedom, the nation's highest civilian honor, bestowed upon him in 1964 by President Lyndon B. Johnson. Among 
groups which have honored him are the National Conference of Christians and Jews, the Urban Coalition, and 
eighty-nine colleges and universities throughout the United States, South America, and Europe. 

Therefore, on behalf of the faculty of Kalamazoo College, I recommend that THE REVEREND FATHER THEO
DORE M. HESBURGH, President of the University of Notre Dame, a great humanitarian, a model for all Ameri
cans be awarded the honorary degree, Doctor of Humane Letters. 


