
MARl< 0. HATFIELD 
~1r. President, lhavethehonortopresentasacandidateforanhonorarydegree, UnitedStatesSenatorMarkO. Hatfield: currently completing 
his 39th year in a distinguished career as a true statesman in the often wild and unruly world of politics; a dedicated state governmental 
legislator and eight-year Governor of Oregon; respected by both Republicans and Democrats alike as "the conscience" of the United States 
Senate during his twenty-three years as a member of that body; a steadfast believer in the progressive principles of his political party, an 
individual position that often places him at odds not only with the opposition party, but with the leadership of his own party as well; involved 
as an officer in fierce naval battles during World War II, while now identified in the Senate as one of the fathers of the nuclear freeze and as 
one of the most articulate and most respected critics of American foreign policy (during both Republican and Democratic administrations); 
an academic colleague as author and as professor in a liberal arts institution; and a long-time friend and public supporter of private higher 
education. 

Born in Dallas, Oregon, the son of a railroad construction blacksmith and a school teacher, Mark Hatfield received his Bachelor of Arts degree 
from Willamette University in Salem, Oregon, and his Master of Arts degree from Stanford University in California. Following the Second 
World War, where he served with distinction in the Pacific, he entered state politics, eventually serving four years as state representative, three 
years as state senator, two years as Oregon Secretary of State, and elected as the youngest Governor in the history of Oregon, he served eight 
years in that chief executive position. In 1966, he was elected to the United States Senate, a position to which he has been re-elected three times; 
he is now the second-ranking Republican and the eighth in overall seniority of the one-hundred members in the Senate. From 1980 to 1986, 
he held one of the most influential positions in American government, Chair of the Senate Appropriations Committee. He is currently 
Ranking Minority Member of the Appropriations Committee, as well as a member of many of its most important subcommittees. Throughout 
his political career, he has been recognized as a champion of social responsibility and fiscal restraint. He has strongly supported the 
continuation of the nation's social programs, while demanding that all departments of the federal government bear their fair share in reducing 
the deficit. 

Described by the current Almanac of American Politics as a man "of considerable intellect and character and of distinctive views," Senator 
· Hatfield is, by his own admission, "fiercely independent," and has frequently found himself standing virtually alone in defense of a particular 
position. "I pray for the integrity, justice, and courage to vote the correct vote, not the political vote," he once stated in an interview and then 
concluded: 11It's a reckless style of politics, but it's the only style I know."Nowhere is this style more obvious that in his concern for peace, 
in his sensitivity to the problems of individual dignity, and in his leadership in protecting the environment. His 1968 autobiography identifies 
"the greatest threat to world peace" as the "food-population crisis" and recommends a "positive, offensive foreign policy based on a 
recognition of 'the interests of the people of the world-not their governments."' He has called for a decentralization of economic and political 
power in order tore-recognize individual needs and aspir~tions, while at the same time re-enforcing the government's key role in protecting 
the vulnerable interests of society. As a leader in Oregon and in the Senate, he has consistently fought for the protection and proper use of 
our natural resources. He has stated: ''We must each live and act in ways that demonstrate loving stewardship of the whole of creation for 
all humanity. In doing so, we must fashion those environments, in our cities and in the country, which truly nurture the whole person, and 
his or her relationship to creation" 

Therefore, on behalf of the Faculty of Kalamazoo College, I recommend that Mark 0. Hatfield be awarded the honorary degree, Doctor of 
I-Iumane Letters. 


