
HILDEGARD GOSS-MAYR 
Mr. President, I have the honor to present HILDEGARD GOS5-MA YR, a vice-president of the International Fellowship of 

Reconciliation, for an honorary degree. Dr. Goss-Mayr was born in Vienna and was greatly influenced by her father's work with the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation during the reign of the Third Reich in Germany. She received her doctorate in languages, philosophy, and 
history from the University of Vienna in 1953 and began her career as a travelling secretary for the International Fellowhip of 
Reconciliation in the same year. Since then, she and her husband Jean have journeyed throughout the world to spread the religious and 
Gandhian philosophy of nonviolent service for social change. 

For nearly ten years, Dr. Goss-Mayr and her husband worked to establish religious and political dialogues between organizations in 
Eastern and Western Europe, which produced the first meetings between East and West European churches since the Second World 
War. In 1962, she and Jean moved to Latin America, where for the next fifteen years they worked with trade unions and organized 
networks of pastoral workers and Christian base communities to empower the poor of Latin American in their struggle against 
poverty, exploitation, and violence. In the past decade, they have initiated peace and solidarity networks throughout Western Europe 
and have worked with grassroots peace communities in the Middle East, South Africa, India, Bangladesh, and many other countries. In 
the Phillipines, their seminars on nonviolent resistance were instrumental in laying the foundation for the revolution that overthrew the 
Marcos dictatorship. 

Dr. Goss-Mayr has won numerous awards for her work, including the Bruno Kreisky Foundation's Award for Commitment to 
Human Rights in 1979 and the Pax Christi Peace Education Prize in 1986. She has been nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize three 
times and has spoken at a special session of the United Nations Committee on Disarmament. 

The International Fellowhip of Reconciliation is composed of citizens from all continents and includes Christians, Jews, Moslems, 
Buddhists, Hindus, humanists, and others who are committed to the principle of nonviolence as both means and end. Referring to the 
work of the Fellowhip of Reconciliation, Dr. Goss-Mayr has written, ''It makes a great difference, in a revolutionary process where 
people are highly emotional, whether you promote hatred and revenge or help the people stand firmly for justice without becoming 
like the oppressor. You want to love your enemy, to liberate rather than destroy him." 

These words summarize the unfailingly compassionate work of her own life, and it is therefore with deep appreciation for her work 
as an apostle of peace that I recommend HILDEGARD GOS5-MA YR for the degree, Doctor of Divinity. 


