
"'Santiago Gangotena"' 

Few individuals better embody the values and goals of Kalamazoo College than does Dr. Santiago Gangotena. Founder and 
Chancellor of Ecuador's first private University, Dr. Gangotena has demonstrated, throughout his long and distinguished 
career, a capacity for humane and responsible leadership, a profound appreciation of other cultures, an energetic pursuit of 
knowledge and an extraordinary talent for transforming his dreams into concrete realities. 

Even as a high school student at the Colegio Americano in Quito, where he distinguished himself both in science and in 
painting, Dr. Gangotena provided evidence of those varied talents that would later allow him to create the various 
enterprises and institutions he has founded. 

Named the outstanding student in Physical Sciences at his high school, Dr. Gangotena was admitted to Auburn University, 
where he completed his B.S. and M.S. degrees in Physics. He then continued his studies in Physics at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where he earned a Ph.D. in Nuclear Magnetic Resonance. 

Returning to Ecuador in 1977, he served as Director of the Physics Department at the Atomic Energy Commission of 
Ecuador, while at the same time he began to display those extraordinary entrepreneurial talents which, over the next 
decade and a half, would lead him to found a number of successful private enterprises, including a tourist magazine, a 
publishing company, two advertising agencies and a respected center for yoga and meditation. 

Deeply concerned about the lack of organization and rigor in the Ecuadoran public university system, and informed by his 
experiences as a student in the United States, Dr. Gangotena became convinced that the educational needs of his country 
would be met only through the creation of a private university based on a U.S. liberal arts model. Despite initial resistance, 
he was able to draw together a core of talented individuals who shared his vision, and the Universidad San Francisco de 
Quito opened its doors to its first students in the fall of 1988. The University and Kalama.Zoo College entered into an 
academic exchange program in 1990; during the intervening years, this program has benefited numerous students and 
professors from both institutions. In 1995, Dr. Gangotena founded the Colegio Menor San Francisco de Quito, a private 
primary and secondary school which allows younger students to benefit from his innovative educational approaches. 

It is entirely fitting, then, that Dr. Gangotena was in 1992 named one of the outstanding figures in Ecuador in the past 35 
years, just as it is fitting that Kalamazoo College should today award him its highest honor, the deg~ee of Doctor of Science. 

Michael Vande Berg, June 8, 1996 


