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LAWRENCE C. HOFF 

Mr. President, it is my great honor to present to you Lawrence C. Hoff, corporate executive and civic leader, 
as a candidate for an honorary degree. The day after receiving his bachelor's degree from Stanford University 
in 1950, Lawrence Hoff went to work for The Upjohn Company as a salesman. He has now risen to the position 
of President of the company. In the 37 years since Mr. Hoff joined Upjohn, his career has paralleled the develop
ment of the company from a srnall, domestic pharmaceutical company to a worldwide marketer of pharmaceuticals, 
agricultural products and health services. 

Mr. Hoff's personal hallmarks seern to coincide with those of The Upjohn Company. He became a sales super
visor in the ~arne year the company became a publicly held corporation. He was elevated to Sales Manager 
in the year the company diversified into the polyrner chemicals business. In 1974 he became Vice President 
and General Manager for Domestic Phannaceutical Operations, the same year the company introduced Motrin, 
the well-known anti-inflamatory and analgesic drug. He was named President of the company in 1984, the year 
a new research laboratory was dedicated. 

Lawrence Hoff is also an active member of the health, finance and education communities. He is a board member 
of First of America Bank of Michigan, the Council on Family Health, the Puerto Rico-USA Foundation, Borgess 
Medical Center, the Canadian-American Committee, and has recently been elected Chairman of the Board of 
the Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Association. From 1984 to 1986 he provided outstanding leadership to in
dependent higher education in the state by his chairmanship of The Michigan Colleges Foundation. Through 
the medium of MCF, business and industry invest funds in assistance to the more than 30,000 students who 
attend the Foundation's sixteen men1ber colleges, including Kalamazoo College.· 

Mr. President,.The Upjohn Company and Kalamazoo College have had a mutually beneficial relationship 
throughout this century. Up john has been a source of inspiration as well as a valued contributor to the financial 
well-being of the College. In turn, many of the College's most illustrious graduates have pursued careers at 
The Upjohn Company. It is fitting, therefore, that we honor a n1an who has been closely involved in the growth 
of that organization. On behalf of the faculty of Kalamazoo College, I recommend that upon Lawrence C. Hoff 
be conferred the honorary degree, Doctor of Laws. 


