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Frances 0. Clarl( 
Mr. President, I have the honor to present as a candidate for an honorary degree Fances 0. Clark, distinguished 
teacher of piano and teacher of teachers; a dynamically fascinating woman, assured, self-possessed, ambitious. 

Earning her B.A. degree in 1928 from Kalamazoo College with a major in English, she was recognized even then 
as an accomplished pianist and pedagogue. Her talent for inspiring young learners co expend their musical efforts 
almost beyond their abilities was effectively seasoned by graduate study at the Juilliard School of Music and then 
was smoothly polished by further training at conservatories in Paris and Fontainebleau. 

Originator and director of nationally known piano workshops, she was for ten years a member of our music de
partment during which time she instigated a teacher-training program that has served as the model for similar 
projects in many colleges and universities. 

As a prelude to an almost illusive goal, five more years were spent as head of the piano department and director of a 
new piano pedagogical program at Westminister Choir College in Princeton, New Jersey. Then, in 1960, a dream 
became reality- a dream this accomlished specialist had been having for years. In the fall of that year- with 
the unselfish aid of her good friend and tireless professional colleague, Louise Goss, class of 1948, a talented 
musicologist in her own right-there was established, also in Princeton, The New School for Mttsic Stttdy. 

Believing that an attempt should be made to get something out of life early, the director of this school and all her 
associates are committed co the principle that learning is fun, that studying is fun, that doing is fun, and that music 
-all music-is important. 

The significance of her contributions in her chosen field as distinguished teacher of piano and teacher of teachers, is 
attested by her election co honorary membership in Alpha Sigma Iota, the national music fraternity. 

in recognition of her achievements in the dual arcs of music and the imaginative use of language, her alma mater 
wishes to honor this daughter during the closing day of its 13 0 years of academic maturation. Therefore, on 
behalf of the Faculty of Kalamazoo College, I recommend that upon Frances 0. Clark, on the 35th anniversary 
of her graduation from our College, be conferred the honorary degree, Doctor of Music. 


