
DENNIS BRUTUS 

Mr. President, I have the honor to present as a candidate for an honorary degree Dennis Brutus, poet, scholar, educator and 
courageous proponent of social justice. Born in what is today Harare, Zimbabwe, he was educated at Fort Hare University 
College and Witwatersrand University in South Africa. Because of his continual outspoken challenges to apartheid, Mr. Brutus 
was first banned and then sentenced to eighteen months' detention in the notorious Robben Island prison, the scars of whose 
tortures his body still bears. Since 1966 he has lived in forced exile in Britain and the United States, where he has written 
and taught, and participated in the national liberation struggles of the peoples of Southern Africa. 

In his poetry , Mr. Brutus has denounced the subjugation of his countrymen, expressed the pain of his imprisonment and exile, 
and sung his love for his wife and his homeland. These writings earned him the Mbari Award for Poetry in Africa in 1963 , 
the Freedom Writers Award in 1975 , and the Langston Hughes Award in 1987. 

Since 1970, he has taught English, Afro-American and African literatures, creative writing, and political science at the University 
of Denver, Northwestern University , the University of Texas, Amherst College, Dartmouth College and the University of 
Pittsburgh, where he is chairperson of the Department of Black Community Education Research and Development. 

An avid sportsman, Mr. Brutus was founding secretary of the South African Sports Association in 1958, president of the 
South African Non-Racial Olympic Committee in 1963, chairperson of the International Campaign Against Racism in Sport 
in 1971 , and head of the Advisory Board of ARENA: The Institute of Sport and Social Issues in 1972. He is the person most 
widely credited with having South Africa excluded from the Olympics on grounds that its team was not representative of its 
population. 

The author of numerous articles on the writer's social mission, the expansion of the anglophone literary canon , and South 
African literature, Mr. Brutus' most important influence on North American academic life was his founding , in 1975 , of the 
African Literature Association , which, more than any other organization , has promoted scholarship in and teaching of African 
and Afro-American literatures in the U.S. and Canada at all levels of the educational system. He is in our country today because 
of the efforts of his many friends, colleagues and supporters who helped him successfully fight the U.S. government 's at
tempts to deport him in the early years of this decade. 

Mr. Brutus's activities in support of true democracy and human rights in South Africa have been acknowledged by the legislature 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the city councils of Atlanta , Detroit, Los Angeles and San Francisco, TransAfrica 
and the Chicago Committee to Defend the Bill of Rights , but more important is the love and respect that he has earned from 
his compatriots. They have found in him a perfect example of the committed intellectual whose desires coincide with those 
of the masses whom he serves in everything he does. 

It is fitting that Kalamazoo College, as a leading institution in undergraduate African Studies, including the teaching of African 
literatures, recognize a person who has done so much to promote knowledge of Africa on our continent. 

Therefore, on behalf of the faculty of Kalamazoo College, I recommend that upon Dennis Brutus be conferred the honorary 
degree, Doctor of Humane Letters. 


