
John Brademas 
JOHN BRADEMAS-humanist, educator, statesman-Kalamazoo College welcomes and salutes you. 

Born and bred in Indiana, educated at Harvard and Oxford, you returned to serve your native state and the nation 
for 22 years in the United States Congress. Mindful of the needs of your constituents, you insisted at the same time 
that the spiritual welfare of the whole country was a matter of great urgency. You have shown that the values we 
cherish here, humane learning, internationalism, and critical skills, can be of service in the rough and tumble world 
of American politics. Indeed, you have helped to make intelligence respectable not only in Washington but in the 
hinterlands as well. 

The beneficiary of an education at two of the world's leading institutions, you have sought to assure that all Americans 
would have access to liberal learning. From your seat on the House Labor and Education Committee, you worked 
diligently for programs which would make education a lifelong process-Headstart, the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act, and tuition grants and loans for college students all benefited from your support. As chair of the 
Select Education Subcommittee, you, more than any other Congressman, championed federal involvement in dis
seminating culture to all Americans through the National Endowments for the Arts and Humanities as well as the 
Institute of Museum Services. This support has been combined with a challenge grant program which creatively in
volves states and citizens at the local level in a constructive partnership with the federal government. Your long
standing advocacy of international education strikes a responsive chord here at Kalamazoo College. In all of these 
ventures, you have earned the titles of "Mr. Arts" and "Mr. Education." 

Your leadership in Congress for the causes of education and culture will be missed by many, as will your resolution to 
"make life miserable for the executive branch" in the defense of Congressional prerogatives. We are delighted, how
ever, that your new role as President of New York University provides a different but effective platform for the sup
port of educational and cultural activities. 

We at Kalamazoo applaud your commitment to democratic ideals. You have shown that equality need not be synon
ymous with mediocrity. We take pride in the opportunity to honor your outstanding service to the nation and recog
nize in you a model of the humanist in politics. 

On behalf of the faculty of Kalamazoo College, I recommend that upon JOHN BRADEMAS be conferred the 
honorary degree, Doctor of Laws. 


