
JOHN T. BERNHARD 
Mr. President, I have the honor and privilege of presenting JOHN T . BERNHARD, President of Western Michigan University , 
as a candidate for an honorary degree. 

Born in New York City, he was trained in Forestry at Utah State University and served with the U.S . Indian Se rvice before 
a tour in the North Atlantic with the Coast Guard during World War II . Following experience as a high school teacher, 
he completed M.A. and Ph .D . degrees in Political Science at the Univers ity of California at Los Angeles, and became 
a staff assistant to Howard R. Hughes . 

His rapid rise to leadership in higher education began at Brigham Young University where , over a period of nine years, 
he served as Administrative Assistant to the President , Professor of Political Sc ience, Chair of the Department of Polit ical 
Science, and as Dean of the Colleges of Humanities and Social Sciences. He became President of Western lllinois Univer
s ity in 1968 where he served until his appointment as President of Western Michigan University in 1974. 

His intellectual and pragmatic interests in international relations, combined with those in higher education , have placed 
him in positions of influence throughout the world , including a Rockefeller Foundation advisorship to the Rector of the 
Federa l University of Minas Gerais, Brazil , and membership on the Board of Directors of the lnte ramerican University 
Association. His publications have treated such issues as Korean-American relations, political extremism, and the American 
image. 

A national figure in higher education , Dr. Bernhard has served on the Boards of Directors of the American Council on 
Education and the American Association of State Colleges and Universities , chairing the latter in 1979-80. 

Dr. Bernhard has been an articulate advocate for quality and diversity of student opportunity in higher education through 
his public support o f state aid to private institutions. He has demonstrated his commitment to cooperative planning and 
services among public and private colleges and universities through his leadership in the Presidents Council of Michigan 
State Colleges and Universities and in the Kalamazoo Consortium for Higher Education, currently chairing both organiza
tions. At the national level he joined our own President Rainsford in bringing the example of cooperation to his chairman
ship of the National Association of State Colleges and Universities while President Rainsford chaired the National Associa
tion of Independent Colleges and Universities. 

Tireless worker in his church, actively involved in the social, economic and cultural development of his community, Dr. 
Bernhard has contributed in countless ways to the betterment of the citizens and institutions of Kalamazoo. Dr. Bernhard 
has also been an outstanding educational ne ighbor to Kalamazoo College at a time when the relations between public and 
private education have been increasingly strained. In this sense , and in many others, he and his institution, Western Michigan 
University, represent the important relationships which we have enjoyed with so many other institutions in this community 
which we want to acknowledge on the occasion of the Sesquicentennial of our founding. 

Therefore , on behalf of the Faculty of Kalamazoo College, I recommend that upon JOHN T. BERNHARD be conferred 
the honorary degree Doctor of Humane Letters. 


