
Marston Stevens Balch 

Mr. President, I have the honor to present as a candidate for an honorary degree Marston Stevens Balch, 
chairman of the Department of Drama and Speech at Tufts University and celebrant this spring of his 2 5 ch an
niversary as Director of the Tufts University Theatre. As a descendant of Nathaniel A. Balch, early principal of 
this institution; as a son of alumni parents and a father who was professsor of history here; and as an active and 
distinguished alumnus of the class of 1923, he is an exemplar of the liberal arts tradition which indeed has 
been his heritage and to the perpetuation of which he has devoted 3 8 years of his professional life. In keeping 
with the liberal tradition in learning and teaching he was instrumental in establishing at Tufts University what 
is now a widely recognized program in educational theatre, encompassing an undergraduate producing society, 
a children's theatre, a Community Players theatre, a departmental theatre, a summer theatre, and a graduate 
program leading to the Master of Arts degree - all of which exemplify in a liberal arts setting the many facets 
of educational theatre as it serves both student and college community. For his efforts in still another area of 
the world of ideas, he has twice been honored by the French government for "appreciation of her culture and 
her literary and artistic productions." He has translated many of the works of contemporary French play
wrights, his writings have appeared in numerous French publications, and during the Second World War he 
was chief of the French Press and Radio Analysis Section of the United States Information Service and subse
quently chief of the Cultural Relations Service under the Department of State. Marston Balch is serving with 
distinction in an area where dedicated people are needed to preserve the culture of our past, to transmit the 
culture of other peoples to us, and t{) enrich our understanding and enjoyment of life. On behalf of the 
Faculty of Kalamazoo College I recommend that upon him be conferred the honorary degree, Doctor of 
Humane Letters. 


