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Since the conference, women from 
New York who walked out have acted 
through FOCAS to combat WNAC's 
distortions. On July 22, FOCAS 
coordinated a news conference at which 
they issued a statement which said in 
part : 

The women who are withholding 
sponsorship from the Women's 
National Abortion Coalition differ 
widely among themselves on several' 
issues of interest to women, but they 
are unified in opposing any 
manipulation of women or the 
women's movement by any political 
parties. They perceive that the 
planning, the stru ~;t_ure, and the 
fll~thods of this past weekend's 

- abortion conference were dominated 
by a particular political party arid its 
members, the Socialist Workers Party 
and its youth group, the Young 
Socialist Alliance. 

"More Ame~ican W' o~en Die Every Year 

From Illegal Abortions Than 

perp_e_!r:_a!_ll!_g on the pe~ce_ moverrient. 
-Many sisters responded to this lack of 
real commitment to the women's 
movement by requiring that "No forced 
sterilization" and "No restrictions on 
contraception" be added to the 
.conference call. The committee felt it 
could tolerate tnese as second-billed 
demands. When some lesbian sisters 
proposed that a fourth - demand, 
"Freedom of sexual expression," be 
added to the call, the response was so 
antagonistic that many women walked 
out of the June 12 planning meeting. 
Not" all of the women who walked out, 
however, were lesbians. Many joined the 
walk-out because they felt that a true 
women's liberation commitment to 
abortion stems from the conviction that 
a woman has the absolute right of 
control of her own body. By rejecting 
the fourth demand, WNAC clearly 
demonstrated that their commitment to 
political expediency far exceeded their 
commitment (if any) to the women's 
movement. At the walk-out, FOCAS 
called for the formation of the WISE 
(Women for the Inclusion of Sexual 
Expression) contingent to the 
conference. Though organized around 
the question . of getting the whole 
conference to consider adoption of the 
fourth demand, the main thrust of the 
WISE contingent was to broaden the 
co nfe rence into a true women's 
liberation approach to the issues. 

This occurred despite constant, 
concerted efforts by many 
independent women who are truly 
interested in the abortion issue to 
cooperate in arranging an open, 
democratic, and effective conference 
that would unite women of all 
political beliefs in a common effort ... 
This is not a "split witnin the 
women's liberation movement." It is 
a split between the movement--whose 
a llegiance is to women's 
interests--and those who would use 
the movement--whose highest 
allegiance is to the fortunes of their 
own political organization, 

American .Men Die In Vietnam." The conference was held at Columbia 
U. jul y 16-18 . Many women, 
particularl y those from outside the New 
York ar~ carne - to th~_...konference 
unaware of the divisions among the 

Abortion Conference. 
The Women's Strike Coalition(WSC) 

was formed to -arrange last August 
26th's demonstration and since then 

we:ilreumted in our refusal to 
allow any political party to claim 
that it, or any group under its 
control, speaks for "women" or for 
the women's movement. 

blossomed d Service. This group actively 

planners of the conference. For some, it 
was a painful week-end of discovery. 
Others never quite understood what was 
at issue. The conference committee 
unfortunately, were very well i~ 
control. After all attempts to open up 
the conference had been frustrated a 
grou.p of about { 250 worne~ re~re
sentmg ov~ 70 women's fiheration 
groups walked out o( the lasf plenary 
session.- These women, as a Women's 
Liberation Movement Caucus 
disavowed any affiliation or-relationshi~ 
with WNAC and agreed tQ tf-!.e following 
five demands: free quality abortion on 
demand; repeal of all abortion laws; no 
forced sterilization; no restrictions on 
contraception; and freedom of sexual 
expression 

FOCAS is ·now-acting to coordinate 
efforts to . structure a true national 
women's liberation coalition. It is 
working to get WI).!AC endorsers to _.-.-....L.~I , women 

(SWP) 
who been of this coalition 
abruptly withdrew.;i n order to form the 
committee for ~ Women's National 
Abortion Coalition (WNAC ). Wanting 
to maintain WSC but unable to lose the 
stigma of former SWP control or pay off 
the $3000 in debts the SWP women had 
incurred, other women from WSC 
formed FOCAS, Feminist Organization 
for Communication, Action. , 

pressured the co'lilmittee for WNAC 
, toward a feminist structure and l 

) platform as well as working with other f 
. feminists on such projects as a zap : 
action at Criminal Court on J u.!J' 8 
against Judge Schwalb's persecution of 
prostitutes in midtown New York. 

The committee for the WNAC,Iargely 
'Staffed by SWP, wanted the Coalition fo · 
unite around the single issue of abortion 

· repeal and the single tactic of mass 
demonstration, a philosophy SWP has 
been unfortunately successful in 

) remove their names an~ support from 
WNAC and to get non-endorsers to 
declare their opposition. It is now 
collecting ideas for the structure and 
funding of an alternative to WNAC. 
These can be sent to FOCAS % Pat 
Korbet, P. 0. Box 558, Cathedral 
Station, New York, New York f0025, 
or call 212-865-0840. FOCAS is also 
sorely in need of funds which can also 
be sent to the above address: 

~~~~~~~~~~~~.Q~~~- ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~.Q~-~ 

The workshops at the Women's 
National Abortion Coalition conference 
began Saturday morning. Many 
SWP/YSA members were in evidence. 
The chairwomen of ( e workshops were 
apparently appointed by the staff rather 
than chosen by the women in the 
workshops. The basic similarity among 
all of the workshops seemed to be the 
insistence that thi s conference was a 
one-issue conference. This seems 
contradictory since there were three 
establi shed demands and one other (the 
fourth d~mand) the inclusion of which 
was to be voted upon . Many of the 

J workshops seemed to be lectures rather 
than group-part icipation workshops. 
The afternoon workshops were much 
the same. 

Saturday evening was set aside for a 
plenary session at which there was to be 
rio voting. During this session, those of 
us who ' supported the fourth 
demand--which was labelled "the lesbian 
issue" --were re-peatedly ignored when 
we wished to speak, we were called 
divisive, we were · compared to Nixon, 
we were called the delegation from the 
sub-committee on un-Amerikan 
activities, and were booed and hissed at. 
We were witnesses to incredible 
railroading through _ of various 
suggestions. When the WISE group left 
the plenary to caucus, a vote was taken 

/ 

to alter slightly the agenda for the next 
·day so that women from out-of-town 

~....., could stay to vote. It had been
spe cifically stated that no _vote would be 

~taken. We returned with a statement to 
read to t he asse~bly - whkh-was taken 
directly from a YSA publ ication that 
obviously showed the YSA plan- t o 
move in and literally take over the 
women's movement by supplying the 
leadership and education that was 
needed. 

While this was being read the 
assembl y shouted and booed and tried 
to take over the microphone. 

Eventually, the microphone was 
diswnnected. When we continued to 
react,' ' nearly the whole assembly began 
to chant "Sit down, sit down," so we 
sat down in the front of the auditorium. 
Finally, the statement was read and met 
with cheers of "Right on" and other 
phrases in. support _of the YSA position 
from the - assembly. We left the 
auditorium in rather adyanced stages of 
frustration and caucussed again. )Ne 
decided to meet the next morning to 
decide about using establishment press 
to try to explain what was happening. 

_ ___ Sunday at the final plenary I came _to 
a point past which) cannot clearly state the. 

· facts of what happened. I saw women 
looking at us to see bow we w~re voting 

and then voti]lg against us. I saw wumen 
vote down the proposal for free 
abortion on demand which . clearly 
means that poor women are still in the 
position of not being able to get 
abortions when they need them. After 
this, we (the WISE women) left again 
after formally withdrawing our support. 
After we had gone out to caucus, the 
assembl y voted that no WISE women 
would be allowed to vote unless they 
relinquished their affiliations with 
WISE. They also voted that they would 
identify themselves and the conference 
as part of the Women 's Liberation 
Movement. On Sunday afternoon. 
severail , well-known women withdrew 
their support also. During their 
speeches, _they were harassed and the 
microphones were disconnected. 

I· am angry, so angry that all I feel I 
can do is not forget what I saw and felt. 
Women came to me with statements 
like, "You're a lesbian: let me ask you a 
question." That kind of objectification 
is somehow more painful when it comes 
from women. I have to stop now. I am 
feeling sort of strangled by my feelings. 
I have to trust that what I have written 
will in some way make an impression on 
those that read it. 

Rat p. 2 
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On Monday July 19, 1971, Kisha 
Sh::ikur, a member of Third World 
Women's AlUance who is seven months 
pregnant,was taken into custody by a 
special squad _ of" detectives at Bronx 
Supreme Court~ Part 14 where she was 
attending a hearing as a spectator in a -
case involving Richard Dhruba Moore, 
Edward Jamal Josephs and Irving Butch 
Mason._ Kisha is the wife of Richprd 
Moore. 

As she was leaving the courtroom 
with the • wives of the other defendants, 
a gang of burly -detectives surrounded 
the women waving little orange scraps 
of paper in their faces which they 
claimed were subponeas. They propelled 
the women along the hall in a rough 
manner and pushed them into a room 
full of 'officers of the law'. 

At this point, the sisters asked if they 
were under arrest and were told no, but 
they were blocked from leaving. 
Attorney Robert Bloom was present 
and 'when Kisha was. removed from the 
room he accompanied her. The rest of 
the women were detained for about one 
hour ~- • ;, and then informed that Kisha 
had been taken to 100 Centre Street in 
Manhattan for further questioning. 

Several hours later after futile 
attempts to locate her, we were 
informed that Kisha Shakur was being 
held as a material witness in the case of 
the State of New York against Richard 
Moore who is being accused of 
participating in the machine gunning of 
two of District Attorney Hogan's 
policemen who had been guarding his 
home. 

Kisha is being held as a material 
witness in lieu of $100,000 bail,although 
she is allegedly not under arrest. The 
D.A. had requested a quarter of a 
million dollars. She is being held 
virtually incommunicado in the Civil 
Jail where there are no facilities for the 
pr_oper medical attention of pregnant 
women. 

,, 
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The first heard that welfare 
recipients were going to be forced to 
work was when I read it in the paper 
when I was'waitJ!lgin the welfare office 
for another check that was never 
delivered. 

It made me scared I would be forced 
to work at some menial job that no-one 
else would do for\ just $25 a week 
which is what I was getting. When my 
caseworker came down , she said I'd get 
a _ letter in the mail telling me all about 
it. For a lot of people the letter in the 
mai l would be the only thing that would 
tell them of the change. My letter never 
came: which would have meant I would 
have been aiUtomatically cut off if I 
hadn't talked to my caseworker the day 
it happened. 

Many people didn't understand the 
letter. They didn'L go for their 
appointment because they knew they 
were sick or had children and couldn't 
work.They brought the letter to their 
caseworker a - day late. They · were 
already cut off. 

What I found out was that going to 
the unemployment office didn't mean 
that you were going to have to work
because there were no jobs and because 
if welfare said you were not able to 
work then the unemployment office 
also said you were·sick and not able to 
work. 

The only person I saw who was 
. harrassed at the unemployment office 

to take a job as a chambermaid was a 
black woman with two small children
one ()f whom was crippled. 

The Third World Women's Alliance is 
sick and tired of these gestapo tactics by 
so-called justice officials. These actions 
ar~ outrageous on _several levels. The 
police claim that Kisha ·was present _ 
during conversations about the machine 
gunning of police officers and that she 
'typed certain notes to the N.Y.Times 
and radio statiorls WLIB'. 

Furthermore, they claim that 'efforts 
by the police to contact and question -
her about the incident have been 
fruitless'. This statement is a blatant lie. 
Kisha has been harassed _for the past 
month and a half on a daily basis by 
both the FBI and the local police 
department. In response to their many 

-visits to her home, her place of work, 
and her parent's home.' Kisha contacted-- ~
the FBI through her lawyer and made 

The law will mostly affect women 
with children who aren't sick. 

My caseworker told me that this 
wouldn't work. The legislators didn't 
know anything about welfare when they -
passed this. She said this thing wouldn't 
last long. 

It was passed to placate the white 
middle-classes who were yelling that the 
"welfare loafers" _l;houf(J' be made to 
work. But the joke will be on them 
because it is costing them more tax 
money to employ all the clerks 
necessary to interview everybody every 
two weeks and to transfer all the 
checks, and to hire the policemen that 
are present wherever there are welfare 
people. 

Another bad part was that the checks 
didn't come till the 6th of the month, 
which means that probably a lot of 
people were harrassed by their landlords 
to pay the rent and probably were 
evicted. And -_!hiS harrassment will 
continue because the checks will always 
arrive on the [xth-: Now that decontrol 
has been passed, it's a perfect 

_opportunity for landlords to evict 
welfare people. 

Also a lot of checks were lost and 
people had to borrow $ to live. Some of 
them still haven't gotten their checks. 

So it was just a pile of shit . 
It's impossible anyway for anyone to 

get on welfare unless they have strong 
proof they are unable to work. The only 
people taking the weight of this are the 
women. 

.. . .. .: . L . ~-- · - --

KISH~ 
HAKUR 
Kisha Shakur has never been arrested, 
she was born .and raised in New York 
City, she attended school and she 
worked here. The treatment accorded 
our sister reeks of racism. Even though 
she is seven months pregnant, she has· 
been confmed in jail while Leslie Bacon 
in a similar case, was simply detained in 
a hotel: Kisha is being forced to climb 
four flights of stairs three times· a day to 
have her meals. For a woman in her 
·c'ondition, this is an outrage. 

There has been a growing pattern of 
intimidation against third world people 
across the country. This repression 
knows no sex barriers as the cases of 
Lolita Lebron, Afeni Shakur, Joan Bird; 
Erika Huggins, Angela Davis, and now 
Kisha Shakur clearly show. The Third 
World Women's -Alliance believes that 
this is a consciou\ ~ttempt on the part 
of a racist, exploitive system to stifle 
the growing political activity of women 
who -are fighting for fundamental 
change in a society that has kept their 
people poor and oppressed for so long. 

We are calling upon all people in the 
interest of justice and humane 
treatment to d emonstrate their 
opposition to these frame-ups and 
inhuman tactics, Mass murders like 
Lieutenant Calley walk the streets but a 
seven month pregnant woman like Kisha 
Shakur fmds hers,elf incarcerated in Civil 
Jail by a racist-oppressive governmental 
agency . 

an appointment which the FBI later 
canceled. The very fact that she was 
present in the courtroom is evidence 
tha~ ~~e was not avoiding the police. - - We particularly call upon our sisters 

The astronomical bail. ·demanded by -
the district attorney for Kisha as a 
mate~ial witness has no legal precedent. 

/ 

to join us in thls _effort. Third World 
Women's Alliance 346 West 20th Street 

__ _ New York, N.Y.lOOll. 



LESBIANS AND THE HEALTH 
CARE SYSTEM by Radicalesbians 
Health Collecti_ve 

Introduction 
When a group of us got together to 

write this article, we found that medical 
doctors, inciuding gynecologists, knew 
little about women's bodies. They 
niether knew nor cared about 
lesbianism. Psychologists, likewise, 
seemed more interested in the fact that 
we did not fulfill the heterosexual 
woman's functions than in how we lived 
our lives and fulfilled ourselves as 
lesbians. 

We demand that health 
"professionals" stop destroying our lives 
by teaching that lesbianism is a sickness 
thC!t ~hould be cured or abolished. They 
perpetuate and give validity to a society 
where lesbians are forced to hide. We 
are emotionally and economically 
punished when our lesbianism is known. 
If we work for the government we must 
sign forms that say we do not engage in 
any "sexual perversions". We answer, 
"No", knowing that our life·style is 
considered a perversion by this society. 
In fact, no matter who we work for and 
in almost every aspect of our daily lives 
it is assumed that human 

L- E-. s· .. BIAN. s: heterosexual. Laws and institutions that 
discriminate against us must be changed 
or abolished entirely. . 

When one of us expressed emotional 
or physical pain, not even related to her 
sexuality, the medical doctor <' ' 

psychiatrist told her, "It's all because 
you're a lesbian." We are put in a 

>---~n...,o~n_-human c"l-tegory through, 
doctors'ignorance of us. 

The road to health is always seen as 
becoming heterosexual. Especially 
psychologically, to be well means to 
have a good relationship with a man. 
Our problems are not human problems; 
they are made into lesbian problems 
which would go away if we became 
heterosexual. 

Heterosexual doctors seek out our 
problems, not our strengths. They fit 
the evidence to their assumptions. 
Analysts tell lesbians, "You're looking 
for a mother"; why don't they tell 
heterosexual women,"You're looking 
for a father"? 

It is the responsibility of the health 
professions to admit when they have no 
knowledge about us and therefore are 
incapable of treating us. 

There are real pressures in lesbians' 
lives. These pressures are not in our 
heads. Any therapy that is honest must 
validate our anger. We have a right to be 
angry because t here are things wrong 
with this society and our position in it. 

The health system as it is now 
postulates superior-inferior relationships 
where the professipnal knows 
everything and the lesbran patient has 
no right to speak for herself. What we 
need is advice and support from people 
in an equal relationship with us. 

The health system is geared to 
serving the heterosexual nuclear family 
not the personal family made up of 
people we love.One lesbian said,"Under 
the usual health plan my father can 
receive blood if he needs it, but my 
friends and lovers can't. If these people 
needed help I would be unable to sign 
legal papers to admit them to a hospital. 
My friends and lovers are not considered 
my 'immediate family'." Instead of the. 
current health plans · there should be 
mutual concern contracts which groups 
of 3 or 4 persons could sign. 

It is the responsibility of the medical 
and psychological profe~sions to 
educate themselves to the validity of 
lesbianism as a life style. Stop negating 
our existence. Affirm it. 

AND 
D: During the spring I began talking 

to my shrink about my feelings towards 
my roomate. A, was the f irst woman 
that I had met who took herself as 
seriously as I took myself, who took me 
as seriously as I wanted to be taken. 
When A. and I began talking about our 
sexual feelings fo r each other I took 
much of my conflict and confusion to 
Dr. X . In spite of the fact that t his 
person really loved me, that she was the 
closest person in my life and that our 
communication was the most effect ive 
that I had ever experienced I never felt 
Or. X in any way val idating or 
authenticating the love. Rather, he 
encouraged me to get in touch with all 
my ambivalencies about the love, . 
without clarifying where those 
ambivalences came from. He thought it 
was 'normal' and 'healthy' •to be 
hesitant about a homosexual 
relationship, so he'd validate all my 
fears. Dr. X never in any way suggested 
that my fear might grow out of my 
isolation, out of real pressures from the 
world out there to conform, that they 
could be anything but intra-psychic 
conflicts. 

F: ' I wasn't going to talk about my 
relationship with my analyst but I 
wiii.She was a woman of about 45. She 
was having a very hard time because she 
was breaking up with her boyfriend. She 
used .to come in 20 minutes to Y, hour 
late. ·Once ·she missed the ap-pointment 
completely. And I used to say poor X. 
One day I was 5 minutes late and she 
said, "Why are you so late?" So I said 
"Welltraffic is heavy." She said, "Did 
you really · want to get ·here?" I said , 
"What do you mean? You've been late 
for weeks." She said, "That's not 
r_!!levant." l __ got mad and said to her, 

"You've been having such a hard time 
but if I have trouble its always because I 
am a lesbian. 

There was always this tearing down 
at the root of her analysis. Everything 
was because I was a lesbian and it was 
always negative. All the t ime she sa id I 
couldn't call her by her first name, that 
I wasn't in a personal relationship with 
her, she let me see that she was 
miserable about tier breakup. Later I met 
her at a play. and she was witha a man. 
She was sitti ng directly in front of me. 
Throughout ' the play she spent the 
whole time look(ng at this man. She 
could not enjoy herself although she 
seemed' to like the piay because the man 
was bored ~ith it . .She spent the whole 
time looking for approval from him. I 
couldn't reconcile this. She kept putting 
down WOil)en's liberation---"lt's just a 
matter of temperment." 

HEALTH 
[1, initially IJllent to her because) I 

ne~ded someone to talk to. I developed 
.alot of affection .for her. I see that she's 
suffered. Yet," in her whole philosophy 
she expected all kinds of human 
consideration for herself and her failings 
but there was very little for the patient. 
There was no. support. There was just, 
"You're very lucky that you haven't 
committed suicide because you are a 
lesbian." From there, there might be 
hope for you." 

I had a medical doctor for about 3 
years whom I "inherited" from a 
woman doctor. I went to him and told 
him I had this infection and that my 
gynecologist suggested he give me a 
diabetes test as well as check any other 
condition that he thought I might have. 
He asked me about my sex life arid I 
had told him that I was a lesbian. He 
looked at . me and said, "Well what do 
you ex~t?" I said, "Wh' t do you 
mean?" H~ said, "You engag~ in lesbian 
sexual activities and that leads to 
infections." Then he said, "Women just 
have these infections and that's all there 
is to it.' You're a woman and you have 
to suffer. And I think since you're a 
lesbian I'm going to give you a venerial 
disease test." I said," No you're not." 

By thi • time he had already taken my 
blood for the. diabetes test because I was 
so stunned that I let him take my blood 
in the midst of this discussion. He said, 
" Now that I have your blood I'm 
sending it for a venereal disease test." I 
said, "You're not.Re said, " You know 
You're a lesbian and how do you 
know wh~ you consort with ." 

I never had the courage to admit to 
my gynecologist what happened. She 
found out about some tests that were 
being done on this particula,r infection 
and got me medicine that seemed to be 
successful at a great deal of trouble to 
herself. She had to look up many 
records and acco'unts of experiments. I 
know that if I had to depend on any 

vanat10n of the mentality of the 
medical doctor for my gynecological ca 
care I would still be sick. 

CARE 
S: I've known about 

my feelings for women 
since I was about 12. When I was about 
16 I was seeing a psychologist who was 
very good and was a feminist. She was a 
white liberal very active in the civil 
rights demonstrations then. She was the 
first person I spoke to who was a model 
for me other than my family where the 
women got married when they were 15. 
One day I asked told I told her that I 
didn't understand why when I was on 
the subways I found myself gazing at 
women .. She asked me, "When you look 
at women what do you fantasize ?" and I 
told her J fantasize making love. She 
said, "Do you imag,ine yourself having a 
penis?" and I assumed the answer was 
yes. So I said, "I think so;' ' and she said, 
"Don' t worry. That means you're going 
through a late adolescent stage that 
you'll outgrow. It's something that a 13 
year old usually goes through when 
they're going through puberty 
wondering about what the opposite sex 
is feeling." I never outgrew it. Luckily. 
But what that did to me was that I kept 
waiting to outgrow it. I kept feeling that 
that was part of my childishness and 
this childishness was a bad thing. I 
started going to movement doctors, 
people who were trying to break down 
the whole hierarchy of professional and 
patient. I started seeing this 
dermatologist because I didn't have any 
money for a. mononucleosis test and he 
was going to take ~ me for free. He had 
me come when his nurse wasn't there. 
He was a young doctor. All I was getting 
was a shot in the finger to test for 
mono. I waiked in ·and he said, "Take 
your clothes off." I took my clothes 
off. He pricked my finger and took the 
test and told me to get dressed and 
come back next week. I was angry but I 
couldn't deal with it because he was a 
doctor --- I was intimidated. I found out 
the people who recommended the 
doctor were into free love. They had 
met him in a clinic in one of th~ major 

examining 
the women they tucked, and they 
hadn't bothered to tell me that was why 
he was so groovy. I got sick but was so 
intimidated by doctors that instead of 
going to get cured I spent a month in 
bed · h e morrhaging from ulcerated 
colitis. 



W: When I first werit to see a 
gynecologist I had a vaginal infection. I 
was about 20. She asked me about my 
relationships with men and I managed 
to say I was a lesbian. She said,"Oh, you 
play around with women." One time 
when she was examining me she asked 
me something to which I answered again 
that I was a lesbian. Just at that 
moment she was taking the vaginal 
clamp out of the cabinet where it is 
sterilized and it fell on the floor. She 
picked it up and used it: anyway. I felt 
she did that because I was a lesbian and 
it didn't matter that something she used 
on me wasn't sterile. When she handed 

· me medicine at the end of my visits, she 
.actually laughed at me. 

P: When I first went to this 
psychiatrist over 5 years ago he said I 
wasn't gay, the problem was with my 
mother. He told me to have sexual 
experi'ences with men. He thought he 

. would help me out by having sex with 
me . So we had sex about 5 or 6 times 
during therapy sessions which I paid for. 
He insulted me when I wore slacks or 
jeans or anything that didn't seem 
feminine. Sex was just a mechanical act 
and I didn't think it would cure 
anything because it didn't help me 
relate emoti-onally to a man. He was 
shaving during about 80% of my 
sessions. He seemed bored, uninterested. 

CONCLUSION 
We want every gynecologist we go to 

to know all aspects of lesbian sex with 
relation to gynecology and not to say, 
"I iiflon 't know. There haven't been any 
studies." We demand that every doctor 
or psychologist know these facts about 
lesbianism that are relevant to-her or his 
specialization. The prevailing myths 

We demand tha·CdoctQrs know all 
aspects of society's pressures on us and 
stop, enforcing• those pressures on 
themselves, so that they can no longer 
find the most ordinary details of our 
lives shocking, "Oh you take walks 
together." or ask us insulting questions, 
("How does it feel to hold hands on the 
stnie!?'l_ vye demand that no analyst 
treat homosexuals or lesbians only on 
the basis of textbook knowledge --
some of it ancient, some of it invented 
in heterosexual men's imaginations ----

without human contact with us and 
without having homosexual experiences 
themselves. Psychologists must stop 
trying to redirect our energies towards 
heterosexuality. 

We demand that doctors and 
hospitals acknowledge our lesbian 
friends or lovers as our true family when 
it comes to hosp italization or 
emergencies. Trust the people we trust 
and allow them to help us. 

Women doctors should be 
encouraged to be gynecologists. Up to 
now, the field that is closest to our thrive on ignorance. 

In Paris this winter I met m~ny sisters in the 
Mouvement de Liberation des Femmes, the French 
women's movement. We met first in an effort to 
exchange information about what was happening in 
the States and in France.The women were very eager 
to hear details about action and theory in New York 
and I,as a former Redstockings sister, tried to give an 
account of how sisters in New York seemed to me at 
least to be dealing with their struggle. Much was 
familiar to the women,especially since alot of 'leftist' 
literature had been translated in Paris and several 
American sisters living in Paris were involved in the 
French movement. Later, I moved in with one of the 
women for a month and with the help of her and her 
friends tried to learn as much as I could about 
sisterhood in France. 

The women's struggle in France had only really 
just begun--1970 was Annee Zero for women, as they 
wrote on a poster plastered in the subway and in 
bookstores on the Left Bank. Much of the initial 
organization was around abortion and certain legal 
issues (s'uch as the jailing in the provinces of a woman 
teacher at a religious school who had fallen in love 
with a male pupil and had been arrested at the 
parent's request, hounded by vicious gossip, and who 
finally _committed suicide). Most of the women 
involved were students or former students who had 
quit the traditional 'gauchiste' (leftist) student 
movement. At a city-wide meeting of about 300 
women, the split between the women still involved in 
male leftist politics and those women intp a feminist 
analysis was very apparent. A few weeks later, a 
bunch of feminists zapped the Paris underground, 
writing graffiti demanding abortion and child-care 
centers for women. In France, since the May '68 
Revolution, writing graffiti is a real risk, punishable 
by fines and imprisonment. 

The present structure of the movement , growing 
so rapidly now in France, is set up around each 
university (French universities are much like the U. of 
Cal. with many different 'campuses' hooked up in 
one big bureaucratic~ mess) and around 'district 
-committees' . Paris is broken into quarters or 
'arrondissements'. about 25 small neighborhoods. 

Each district committee tries to reach women in its 
quarter. Recently the women published a list of 343 
names of women who declared that they had had 
illegal abortions and were demanding that women 
receive free, legal abortion in order to control their 
own bodies. Simone de Beauvoir and Jeanne Moreau 
were amoung about 40 nationally and internationally 
known women who signed. The list made a great stir 
and publicized the demand for abortion dramatically. 
In a catholic country like . France~ where the 
husband's rights over his wife are . total and where 
abortion is a religious sin, a list of 'admissions' has a 
lot of shock value. 

Women in Paris have also started a feminist 
newspaper called Le Torchon Brule (The Broom is 
Burning). This paper came out of a women's issue of 
Idiot International, a European underground. 

Gay women are a motivating force behind the 
growing women's lib movement.They are not as yet 
separated from their straight sisters in an 
organization, but they are now considering working 
together in a group they say would be similar to 
Radicalesbians. Recently gay French men have gotten 
together in the FHAR (Gay •. Revolutionary Action 
Front). The FHAR men have confronted 
traditional'gauchistes" with their feminist analysis of 
family, sex, and love. Their only allies amoung the 
leftist movement seem to be the'anarchists, who have 
published articles in their newsletters about the 
repressive nature of the family. 

Much of the literature thaJ French feminists are 
using is from sisters in the states. A translation of the 
Partisan was in France this winter with articles from 
Redstockings and the New York Radical Feminists. 

Now they a~e starting a collection of 
translated American books; for e ., they hop'e to 
translate themselves an edition of SISTERHOOD IS 
l'OWEEFUL.Their idea is to have copyrights of 
American books sold to them for translation instead 
of to a capitalist publisher so the funds from the sale 
of the books can go to the movement. They feel this 
would be a move towards the international solidarity 
of feminists if it can be gotten together. Exchange 
like this between us and our sisters in France could 
mean a new, revolutionary strength for women. 

... -
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bodies has been treated by men who 
don't know what it is like to have 
female genitals or to experience 
menstruation. Why · must we ask men 
questions about ourselves? 

We lesbians must have the full health 
field open to us without stigma. Women 
are frightened away from caring for 
other women's genitals because of 
taboos on lesbianism. Our genitals most 
of all belong to men. Must it be a male 
privilege to inspect a woman's body and 
tell us how to care for ourselves? We can 
never honestly ask men our questions 
because they can never honestly answer 
them. 

There should be neighborhood 
women's clinics to deal with women's 
problems. Women should learn to 
transmit preventative medical care. At 
present, little information on genitals is 
transmitted in this society. Care for 
women's bodies should not be limited 
and defined by heterosexual functions 
of pregnancy and birth control. 
Sexuality and reproduction should not 
be linked. Sexuality is emotional; 
reproduction is a medical - physical fact 

vlre -ci e m a n d - t h e r i g h t 
to preventative medical 
care -as·-well ·as · effective treatment 
for specific ailments, administered to 
all persons equally without irrele
vent discussion of our life style ; 

We demand the right to obtain psy
chological help, often needed for prob
lems other than our sexuality, without 
automatically having our entire lesbian 
life style questioned. 

We would like to hear your ex
periences with the health care system 
write to us and let us know what your 
group is doing to organize around les
bian health care issues. 

Radicalesbians Health Collective 
~ Lesbian Center 

141 Prince Street 
N.Y. C. 

-- -,.. ... , • . (' r 
~ ·. /t -'~ 

MOUVEMENT 
LIBERATION 
FEMMES 



company for two reasons. One was tha.t 
operators are all women, 95% Third 
World and all oppressed. The second 
reaso~ was that the strike of the 
operators was coming up within a y~ar. 
Because of inflation and the recess1on, 
white women were beginning to take 
jobs that only one or two years ago 
were strictly left for Black women. I 
knew that the racist phone· company 
• ., h · · •-1 • 1~; .. ~" h;re ~....;;~ore white 

----..=,;;:..:.......:-,._ ... o~~~~o•e ..,,.,., ."'s'~' n~x~· ' · ·· r-, , .... . · 
w~·· ·-· · \!.'i.l tne hopes of breakmg the 
militancy of the Black operators. I . 
wanted to be in there to help my white 
sisters be strong, to supporrthe unity of 
the Black operators, and to fight for 
better working conditions for the 
operators. 

I got the job. 
All over the country operators 

belong to the Communicat ions Workers 
of America (CWA) except in New York 
City- a typical divide and conquer 
technique to seperate the women from 
t he men.ln New York, the Bell 
Company has held out with a compa~y 
unio n , the T e le ph o ne Traff ic 
Uni o n(TTU ). This union supports 
co mpa ny po licy and takes . t he 
company's side when an operator f iles a 
grievance. For that reason the women 
have no job securi ty and no means of 
bettering their job conditions. ,An 
election is coming up in August so the 
operators can vote to dump this 
company union and vote in a real union 
in which the women can represent 
themselves and fight their grievances. 
But even to win this right that belongs 
to them, the women felt they would 
have to strike, so they joined the CWA 
strike July 14th and made it their own! 

Here· are just a few of the job 
condi t ions that are forcing the women 
to strike: 

Operators sit on a raised platform 
with supervisors patrolling behind them, 
m a kin g re m a rk s with sex ist 
overtones:" Pick up a light." " Don't let 
'em hang out baby." " Jack in faster." " I 
need a whip, you girls are so slow." All 
day, all night, this . is all we here from 
the supervisors. These bosses have no 
compassion. You'd think ',because 
they're women they 'd understand. But, 
no they're too worried about keeping 
th~ir privileges to think about anything 
but gett ing as much work out of us as 
_p,ossi_ble at t he board. 

he sup~rvisors are th·e~e to see that 
we work as fast and hard as possible. 
One torture device they have is The 
Bell. When a call comes in on the board, 
the bell rings, so with hundreds of calls 
coming in simultaneously, the bell rings 
constantly, the bell rings constantly. A 
supervisor walks up and down behind us 
saying, "If you want the bell to stop 
ringing, pick up all the lights (calls)." 
But it's impossible; it's maddening. 

The women are forced to put up 
with ... bugs- cable bugs crawling out of 
the board and all over them while they 
work. We all constantly itch. If a 
supervisor catches us itching, she says, 
"Take your hands off your body and 
put them on the board." When several 
of us decided to face the supervisor 
together--that way they couldn 't single 
anyone out·- we demanded that t hey 
spray the board to get rid of the bugs~ 

The supervisor f lat ly refused, saying it 
would damage the board-- a living 
example of property being valued more 
than people! 

The rac1smorfhe white supervisors is 
as blatant as it is disgusting. They're like 
mercenaries. He~e's an example. A Black 
woman in my' office shaved her head. It 
was just something she did and it was 
accepted by the operators. But one of 
the white supervisors cou ldn't accept 
that; she constantly came over to the 
woman while she was working and 
"petted" her head. "So that's what a 
Black head feels like-- watermelon." The 
woman was being stripped of her 
dignity. If she spoke back, she would be 
fired for insubordination. If she walked 
off the board, that's like handing in 
your resignation. As I started to say, 
" You can't touch her," the sister smiled 
at me and began to take care of business 
for herself. The supervisor let her alone 
jlfter that. \ 

The cafeteria is also a big grievance 
the women have. We only get a half 
hour for lunch, so we're forced to eat_ 
there. The food, far from cheap, is often 
served two and three days in a row. 
Since the company buys the cheapest 
possible meat, we!re all always feeling 
sick and vomiting. In April about five of 
us ate some veal which was bad and we 
all got nauseous at the board. It was a 
busy day and the supervisor wouldn't . 
let us leave. One woman who was five 
months pregnant got sick too. But they . 
wouldn't everi let her off the board. We 

. began making a stink. She was finafly 
too sick to work, so they took her 

. r-
straight to the hospital. Late that <night, 
she lost her baby. It was murdered by 
the phone company. _ 
-----1 was furious; I w-as-=:h'e-a-rt:o:b~ro-::ok;:-:e:-::n~; -.:;sh::e:-
was my buddy, my co-worker. I wanted 
to have a demonstration, to do 
something . Bu t the women in the shop 
co~ldn 't risk their jobs. They all have 
kids and families to support. Finally, I 
decided to wri te a _:.·J_ letter to 
: Batt leActs' (th~~ YAWF Women's 
Magazine) in hopes that the story of the 
murder would reach movement women. 
---0~~- ~~~ri ·f~g ~i-~-;;~k in late June iwo 

B·lack operators from Brooklyn came to 
our building. They were organizers fpr 
the CWA who had come to tell the 
women about the CWA's upcoming 
strike. Even though the operator's 
contract hadn't expired, t hey stressed 
that we too had a right to stay out. Well, 
the women in my building needed no 
convincing; they wanted to fight, and 
they knew that if all the operators in 
the city struck; the company sure as hell 
would have to startJ.isJeni l1g to them. 

One woman was so 
wrote this poem : 

UNITY MEANS VICTORY 
SO put some _ 
pride in your stride, •some 
vigor in your speech ljQI)OJ the 

stnke 

and practice what yo~_reac_h __ . 
Remember i.infty will give US 
victory and don't you 
forget 
1 f you make the scene 
next year you'll be 
able to pay bills and get 
the bare necessities in 
plus·come to-work clean 
and that's a BET! 
So if you work it t his year _ 
v"Ou -c~natto"~d · - -· _ 

the changes next year!!! f 
· ·- · - ------- - : '" - This poem 

And other articles were printed in· a 
leaflet and d istributed by YAWF 
Women to operators all over New York 
City before the CWA stril'<e · to 
encourage the women to support the 
strike. 

The women wanted to strike ~adly,.L · 
The night before it began, our spirits 
were up. The women were."ignoring the 
calls and telling the supervisors to watch 
it because tomorrow was the strike. 

On July 14th; 500,000 telephone 
workers across the country went out on 
strike. But the union leadership in New 
York City pulled one of their 
bureaucratic tricks to lessen the 
militancy of the workers . Since it was a 
strike of Western Electric workers 
(Local 1190) which the telephone 
craftsmen (Local11 01) were honoring, 
the union leadership said only 1190 
men could picket; any 11 01 men on the 
picket lines would be fired. 1190 has 
only 1,500 members, so they coul~n't 
possibly picket all the telephone off1ces 
in the five boroughs. 

For the operators to stay out legally 
according to the National Labor 
Relations Board, there must be a picket 
line· in front of the bui ldi ng. Even 
though most buildings didn' t have 
picket lines, a good 60% of the women 
stayed out! In many cases, t hey 
out-numbered the men ten or twenty to 
one and they showed up the men with 
their militancy. T he CWA has no means 
of legally protecting the o~erators who 
wildcatted, so the men made1~ pledge to 
the women: If one operator gets fired 
during the strike, not one member of 
CWA will return to work until she is 
reinstated . . 

The strike has tem'porarily ended 
everywhere except in New York City 
and in f ive states, and ~here is a lull in 
act ivity at least unt il the contract 
ballots are tall ied. But the talk of the 
operators is nothing but "Strike to 
winJ'. With bugs crawling on them while 
they work, with bells constant ly ringing 
through their heads, with no breaks 
allowed them to go to the bathroom for 
hours- these women are angry and just 
as determined to keep their jobs so they 
can provide for their famil ies. But just 
as they are strong and angry, they are 
willing to put everything on the line·- on 
the picket line. to ST RIKE. to strike at . 
the largest corporation in America that 
won't even spend a few pennies to get 
rid of board bugs. We're going to strike 
unti l we get what's rightfully ours! 



. · She nan doah, Va.(LNS). The tiny 
town of Shenandoah in Virginia has for: 
the past ten years been the site of a 
:branch plant of the 'Alliance 
Manufacturing Company, an Ohio-based 
subsidiary of the North American 
Philips conglomerate. Alliance makes 
85% of the small electric motors that 
run nearly every make of typewriters, . 
record-players, and tape-recorders. 

A decade ago the residents of : 
Shenandoah collected $57,000 in 1 

door-to -door donations, which was : 
presented to the Alliance Company a~ 
'an encouragement to locate a plant in 1 

:their town. At that time, the people of : 
Shenandoah thought that bringing 
industry to their community would 
solve their problems of chronic 
unemployment and poverty, which are . 
characteristic of the entire Appalachian 
region. _ 

• t 
t 
t 
t 
t 
t 
t Three hundred employees are now 

on strike against Alliance. All but two 
or t hree of the strikers are women, since 
women do virtually all the plant's 
production work . 

.t 
The strike began on June 2nd as a 

result of the company's refusal to make 
a contract agreement acceptable to the 
newly-recognized Local 174 of t he 
International Union of Electrical 
Workers (IU E). 

In Ohio the average wage fo r All iance 
wor ke rs is $ 3.1 0 an hour. In 
Shenandoah the start ing wage is $1.60, 
and the top wage, the wage that 85% 
earn, is $1. 76. 

The workers' main com plaits aren't i 
about wages, though, but about working ' 
conditions, seniority and grievance ' 
procedures. "They were get t ing so they 
were putting real pressure on the girls. 
They weren't allowed to talk to one 
another. They thought they should sit 
at their work area and not go to the rest 
room except during their ten minute 
break. I to ld the foreman if they . 

t 
t 
t 

. cou ldn't use t he rest room they might as 1 
well put a padlock on it." 1 

1 "When they laid off back in January 

I ' 

1 or February they made the statement 
that there was som~ dogs in there that 
they had to get r id of. Girls that _ had 
been there eight or nine years they 
called dogs." 

"They called them dead wood. Took 
them ten years to find out that they 
were dead wood." 

· ----·- · 
" On this gri evance procedure, they 1 . 

wanted the final step left up to the f 
pla nt manager, and theh if you don't : 
like his decision, strike. But who wants · 
to strike every other week?" 

"When they first came out hP.re they . 
called us 'hill billies'. They went back to 
Ohio and said we came to work . '' 
barefooted and carried our lunch in 
molasses buckets. So after ten years, . 
you can see, I'm wearing a pair of shoes. 
They cost me a dollar. They've done a 
lot for me." 

"They didn't think we needed it. 
They thought , the people in Ohio, let 
them have their wages and not let us 
have it. We didn't deserve it. We wasn't 
as good workers as the ones up there." 

"This is· why the company came 
here, because they knew they could get 
cheap labor here. And then they turn 
around and call us dogs. Now we're 
showing them how we can bite". 
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"They told us when we came 
that · it was not going to be a picnic. 
They had the town police there the first 
day, that morni ng. That evening there 

' were at least 25 state troopers for about 
80 girls . ~· 

"They, were afra id. They know we're 
a bunch of women, but t hey better 
watch us. ~· 

So far more than twenty-five strikers 
have been arrested, on charges ranging 
from assault and battery to destruction 
of property to "illegal" picketing". The 
president of the Virginia AFL-CIO was 
also arrested for trying to join the 

_picket line. 
· The strikers are not likely to be 

intimidated into a settlement. 
" I don't know. h took us ten years 

to really find out that they were using 
: us. And you know nobody likes to be 
· used. And it's awful that we didn't start 

this long ago, really." 
. ** * ** 

The strikers at Alliance need 
Messages and checks may be sent to 

IUE Local 174-
905 Bank St. 
Shenandoah. V:4. 22849. 

''Thq were a fra.LJ. 
The~ know we' rt 
a b?Anch of womttt 

but theJj 
be.tter 

W"Atc.k 

Get 
your black asses out street," 
yelled the white man. "We will as soon 
as we get across the street," answered 
the four black women crossing the 
Oklahoma City street. The man cursed 
them, and the women yelled back again. 
Other blacks walking along the street 
stopped. Rocks began to fly. And at the 

. enn of the short May 19 afternoon 
confrontation Deloris · Ann Jefflo, .a 
17-year old black woman, was dead. 

Deloris, three girlfriends, and her 
infant child were on their way to the 
local grocery when the man started 
yelling. When the rocks began to fly, 
Deloris, hit on the back of the head, was 
momentarily stunned. She didn't hear 
people in the small crowd warning each 
other th_at the white man, Michael 
Lamb, running out of the nearby car 
tune-up shop had a gun. A shotrang in 
the air, and Deloris · slumped to the 
ground. A black youth near her was h 
in the leg when the bullet from the 7 
Ma1,1ser rifle flashed through De 
body. 

Michael Lamb was arrested and 
charged with manslaughter. But a few 
hours later he was back at work on a 
$5000 bond. . 

At Lamb's preliminary hearing on 
Ju ne 3, Special Judge Jim Barnett 
cleared his packed courtroom and said 
that on ly people with seats could stay. 
"I'm not going to have anyone standing 
around this courtroom. There wi ll be no 



1m' Qiy_ Ssters at Rat: · 
;I am 17 and a lesbian \\ito is still roosttyl ·· 

"m the closet" i guess you know ho:w bad · 
that can be. Qle·real person knows I am 
py and she is the \\QITml I wrote this poem to. 
I can't give it to her or let her see it - too 
rmch is rmmtj ust to feel- not to be said 
in wcrds when 1:hing; can't be changed I 
don't know \\tty I'm Sellding this to you.. I 
really don't. Maybe you can understand how 
1~. . 

I send all my love - plea;e understand my 
~e. I wish I was m-the position to (had 
enough courage) sign my name. I can't; 

Sister -loYe 

Mmnlove 
pxllove 
sweet love 
Sister love 
Mlere are you 

Self-doubt 
deceit 
self- hate 
ifeelyou 

tearing ourselves 
. try try 

or 

try to mike it real 
but compared to wlr.zt 
DJes love exist 
in sorrr pure form 
without all this [Xlin 

so afraid 
of hurting you 
demlnding too 11'UCh, 
in 71U' need 

i love i love 
you 
so [Xlinfu/ly 
tear[ully 

we grope to~ eoch other 
a need 
so immense ....... .. 
alrommneed 

i can't reach you 
i feel your [Xlin 
am [Xlined by it 

' helpless. ..... . 
and 
is it too big a lie · 
ifisay 
everything will be alrigm 

eyes rrret hesitantly 
fdding glance.s tell 
mthing 
" re]JWlt n.ftt»" 1n11 . .... 

nothing ....... nothing" 
it~ everyth,ing 
intense ermtion 
a need so deep 
in rrr, and in you· 
reflected- created 
in your eyes 

(tears are so inadequate 
for the [Xlin we feel) 

Sister - love 
h:Jld m! hold m! 
rover rrr with your softness 
we can forget ' 
( il [aut oublier 
tant peut s'oublier) 
the lwshness of life 
ofMQI'ru 
let your lips fill mine 
(think ...... nothing) 
only know-
the beauty of brests 
{X'essed together in cbrkness 
and 
I'll try not to 
keep you aYtKJke kiter 
with11U' tears. 

Hlnging up clothes 
After midnight 
In the light 
ex streetlamps 
Ia a lively time; 
Flying beetles 
Oick ag;rinst 
An 

And music comes 
Acra;s the road 
From the dancehall - 
Hllowcases, towels, 
Washrags, s-weaters, 
Sheets, workpants 
Olt of the basket 
Up on the line 
In the night wind's party. 

Because my body is 
like YOID' body 
I carmot touch 
Nor should I eren love 

By Simll «ifferent'e 
of sone rather mgor 
( to the rmral p~blic ) 
Features 
I carmot do what is 
Mlst 113tural 
to my life, reach out 
and touch 
and not be sent away 

. ) 

lbw can it be that yesterday 
at this time 
I did not know that I could 
hold you 

Even now it's hard 
for rre to believe 

Every time that you 
VtOOld speak 
cr run and flop 
so joyfully 
in the snow 
I wanted so 
to hold you 

And when at last 
I told you 
in my shy and cautious 
way of foreign tongue 
with words so bold 
beneath shy veneer 
you simply touched rre 
and said yes 

Cbmylove ! 
my love.that all this time 
you wanted rre 
and could oot say 

lbat we were so 
sucessful 
and yet so 
LU1Sllcessful 
in keeping it 
from each other 

you didn't dare think 
I might care for you 
this way 
and I could not 
risk the pain 
of believing your little clues 
only to be wrong. 

Danm ! 
Thlmn this society that 
tmkcs a crime ofloving 
and kills with fear 



•·. 

Connie Tucker Freed On Appeal 

Connie Tucker, the Florida State Chair
woman of the Junta of Militant Organi· 
zations, who wa~jailed for five years on 
April 19th on a "possession of marijuana" 
charge, was freeed on July 1st on $5000 
appeal bond. 

JOMim0mediatedly after Connie's sentencing E 
began a. Free-Connie -Tucker cam-

paign, and also sponsored a week-long 
anti-repression Action-Conference in St 

.(>etersburg, Florida, to continue to-r<iise A 
funds for Connie's legal fees, and to free .,. w 
three other JOMO members who are in 

rested are a 

the 
""notn,7 m michig;m) and would like to 

listed as a women's house for people 
visiting southwestern michig;m ( have sisters 
call616-3451-660 or write 41 9 locust to make 

sure we're home) 
we're anxious to talk 

with other collectives - - here or there-- and 
hldly need your back issues and advice ! 

what are we doing? good 
question! 

thirty of us got together after may day to 
begin "women's" work and two months later we 
are forty with a street paper:radi~ artiCles 
!or a formerly chauvenistic undy, with seven 
11} a c_olle.s;tive co-ordinat!J]g 24 hour counseling, 
skillskool, and looking forward to work.i.rig on -
daycare and prision reform 

we love you 

This month a rebuttal to 
the leaflet on Virginia Ruf
falo (Rat issue no. 23) was 
distributed throughout the 
city and sent to Rat. The 
Rat collective on the whole 
still feels that we l'rere 
right to publish the leaflet 
despite certain cr iticisms 
of our own. 
- -virst, we criticiz-e-o ur-
selves for ommitting our 
critici sms of the tone of 
the leaflet. These were 
lost in the last rush before 
printing •. 

Second, ~-re cri tic1ze t he 
FBI report tone of the lea f
let. He kne'N there 't'laS a 
longer repor t in prepara-

. tion and -.;;.rould have pre
]'Ei:rred to r,rai t for that. 
Some of ·us feel that circ-
1tlating this type of incon
clusive leaflet might set a 
dangerous precedent. \ole a l so 
critic ize the indiscriminat e 
di s tribution of thi s l eaflet 
to non- movement and move
ment people alike, including 

,parents and old employers. 

p. 10 
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On July 13, a group of women 
spray-painted the wall surrounding the 
construction site for the new Chicago 
Playboy Club, with the words "WE 
EXPLOIT WOMEN;'. Our purpose _in 
doing this was to defiantly protest the 
muti-million dollar Playboy empire, 
built on the concept that woman is a 
sel': object, a mindless, big-boobed cunt. 

We also reject the image of men 
presented by Playboy, as insecure 
consumers who must buy other people 
and hundreds of useless commodities in 
order to 'make full fledged 

( to 

in 
Hefner himself sounded the war cry 

against feminism and the rights of 
women, saying 'these chicks are our ' 
natural enemy' and 'it is time to do 
battle with them'. We are his enemies 
and the enemy of anyone else who
presents a dehuamnizing picture of 
woman as just another commodity to be 
bought, used, and discarded when no 
longer in style. We sisters join togeth~r 
to fight you and we shall build instead a 
society in which women and men are 
free to relate to each other as equal 
human beings. ----THE MOUNTAIN MOViNG 

DAY BRIGADE 

Thirdly, we criticize the 
women '1'-rho wrote the rebuttal 
for taking a decision not to 
deal with any facts in their 
rebuttal. In addition, the 
rebuttal - contains several 
charges against Rat. He feel 
we have a right to anstt1er 
these char rres. ,_, 

Charge- The Rat collective 
refused to publish a re
buttal . 
Answer- The Rat collective 
consistently maintained 
tha t they would publish 
~ny rebuttal that 't'7as 
ba sed on . fact s tha t would 
refute testimony given in 
the investi gation. Also 
~'7hen i·re l'Tere a sked to pub
lish the rebuttal, it was 
not written yet. We said 
that we would have to see 
it and revi ew it like any 
other pi ece of copy. 

Charge- t hat t h0 Rat r a i s ed 
bombing and violence to the 
level of "perverted super
s t ardom.'"' 
Answer- Our full sta tement 
was : Hs ecur ity i s not 
;hin!{i ng th8t the only kind: 
Kinds of Bctions thRt count 
are 'heavy' a ctions. People 
~·ThO 'l'TOrl{ On food CO-O PS -

should not be made to . feel 
_!~h_eir concer n 'l'!i th survi
va l i s less important than. 
bombings. t,.Je become sus
ceptible to b ei ng u sed by 
the pigs because we have 
set up a false heira.rchy 
of levels of political 
action." 
This s tatement clearly 
says exactly the oppo s ite 
of l'rhat the rebutta l says 
1t says. 

, Women's Film 
Cooperative. ( LNS) 

We recently received a small grant to 
establish a film coop which is in the 
process of purchasing and lending films 
~hich _ may be helpful in "focussing 
d1scuss1ons of women's issues. 

We are trying to consolidate 
information on fjlms about women and 
by women with specific data on where 
the films are available and how much 
they cost. As film rentals can be 
difficult for . 

n films 
. by women. We 

also would be glad to receive reviews of 
films you 've seen which you think relate 
to the women 's movement. We will try 
to reprint and distribute those reviews. 

From:Women's Film Cooperat ive. 
Summer address:c/o Jill Hultin,258 
Winthrop Rd., Columbus ,Ohio 43214. 
W-inter: 66 Second St., New 
Haven,Conn. 06519. 

Charge- The rebuttal 
charges Rat wi thttslurs"on 
the Lesbian l•!ovement . It 
states: HWe are Lesbians 
-vrho DO NOT think the in
vestige.tion a cr edit to 
the Ga.y ·Homen 's Novement. ~ 
Answer: The original 
statement in Rat l'Ias z 
"It is a credit to the gay 
movement that gay sisters 
predomina.ted in this in
vestigation. 

"It demonstrates tha t 
the gay struggle is not a 
single-issue movement. It 
is not just about •toler
ance' for the right to be 
gay , but is every bit a s 
concerned \•Ti th t r ans form
ing society a s a Nhole as 
any other liberation move
ment. As such, it is very 
much concerned 1>1i th soli
darity 't'ri th other groups 
and individuals str uggling 
for their li bera~ifn• •• 

I 1-rrote tn1s s· a ement 
for at the time I was the 
only ga y mem~) er of · Rat .I 
did not feel tha t the · 
cha.r ge that the investiga
tion 1-ras anti-ga y was valid . 
since the only women who 
participated l'lere gay. In
stead I felt that it was 
impo:etant that gay ·l'romen 
1-rere involved especially in 
t he investiga tion of 
anotrer ga y 1-roman. I felt 
it siho11red these ·nomen had 
not only a consciousness of 
security but also a con- -
sciousness of gay oppress
ion as ·nell -s ince they re
fu sed to a llow straight \'To
men to do any of the inves
tigating ~ -This was my mean
ing \IT~ich I feel the rebut
-tal overloo~~d. 

The ~~~ttzd. aut 
be~ at-~ 

V.Sk4 ~turn 
~ ,~. Rue 
New ~·lilt 
N· Y- lOC>~ 



PROSTITUTION Both wives and prostitutes have the 
job of providing sexual services for men. 
The wife , in addition, is required to . 
perform innumerable other tasks--she ' 
has to wash his clothes, clean his house, 
cook for him, bear and raise his 
children. In return for all of this, instead 
of pay, she gets a certain amount of 
social respectability. The prostitute, on 
the other hand, in many cases is actuaU'Jl 
freer -th~~- th~~ife, in that she is not 
dependant on one man for survival. She 
is ,however, a social outcast and 
subjected to abuse, harassment and even 
arrest and imprisonment, as we have 
seen. 

F 
0 
R 
u 
M 

These are excerpts from a speech 
delivered by a member of The 
FEMINISTS at the Prostitution 
Forum,Sunday, June 13,1971. 

We all know that women are 
at~~ ked by men everyday ,and yet have 
heard · no announcements of a police 
crackdown on rapists, pursesnatchers, 
exhibitionists, and other molesters of 
women. We also know that prostitutes, 
while condemned by men to serve their 
own needs. Incredibly they are. then 
subjected to abuse, social disgrace ·and 

·arrest .from the very male society they 
service! 

Although we fell it is important to 
dicuss the differences amoung us--that 
is, in this case, the ways the oppression 
suffered by the prostitute differs from 
that endured by other w'omen-- ·we must 
keep in mind that the divisions among 
us were set up by males and that males 
are the only ones who benefit from 
them. The "respectable" married 
woman is not the oppressor of the 
prostitute-- both are the victims of men. 
Our job here is to understand the 
differences among us so ~e can work 
together against our common enemy-
those who benefit from 

Today I am reaping the gifts of the WAC, m-eaning 
the desolation of mind and soul which penetrates my · 
body because of the disappointments this corps has 
given me. 

i detest the WAC for the above reason and 1 shall 
enumerate. I was promised upon my enlistment a 
school in a subject upon which I have based my 
future. I have spent at least five years studying only 
to have the lies of those illustrious recruiters demolish 
all my endeavors. This isn't my gre3test argument 
against the WAC. The WAC takes from a person the.ir 
pride in themselves as individuals. We are told when 
we first come to Fort McClellan that we should be 
ladies, and that our individual ideas are welcomed if 
they coincide with our CO;s and other higher ranking 
individuals .. 

We live about thirty some odd to a bay, a big room 
divided into cubes by pieces of wood. These cubes are 
supposed to be our personal living quarters. Of course 
)f our Major or any other officer decides to -crop in 
they may do so without invitation; also if they wish 
to remove an article from our cube which they 

• dislike, they may. We have hot running water, and I 
! do mean hot water, if someone else happens to use 
, any other facility while another is in the shower. 
I There are no tubs- for bathing nor are there private 
: showers I dislike the work I am forced to do under 
: penalty_ of a . varietx of punishments. Now I certainly 

P.ll 

Perhaps it is worthwhile taking a 
minute or two to get into the nature of 
sexual intercourse, as it appears to have 
such great importance in all of this. We 
know that after one group of people has 
been oppressing another group for some 
time, it eventually _becomes impossible 
for the dominant group to continue to 
accept their victims as fellow human 
beings. It becomes necessary for them 
'to create an ideology both to rationalize 
and to ensure the perpetuation of their 
position as members of ·a superior 
group. In the case of Blacks this 
ideology is called racism; in the case of 
women, it is sexism. This ideology 
defines males as superior to us because 
of their possession of a penis, and 
influences the very nature of sexual 
intercourse,and the tremendous 
importance it has in our society. Not 
only do men have marriage which 
ensures each of them his own personal 
slave, but they have prostitution which 
ensures a whole group of women whose 
sole purpose is to serve them sexually. 
And there are . no males in a comparable 
position. 

THE FEMINISTS have demanded an 
end, to laws against prostitutes--an end 
to tj:le harassment of our sisters through 
arrest and imprisonment. We do not 
want "legalization" eithor as this entails 
government control and a whole system 
of harassment through licensing, forced 
examinations, etc. 

These reforms, although important, 
of course are not enough. We must work 
to build a strong women's movement 
which will overcome our oppression in 

wouldn't object to all that goes on if I had -been told 
by my recruiter in the first place, but I was painted a 
picture quite the opposite! Another aspect I dislike 
about the WAC is walking down the, street to the 
sweet tune of "Are you a whore or a lesbian?" And 
from some information I have gotten from a friend, if 
a girl gets raped she is automatically assumed to have 
been curious enough to want to be raped. Of course 
Cl-0 will believe a woman has been raped if she is also 
dead, There is one fact that has touched me morethan 
any of these and th_at is when a higher ranking 
individual lies about a lower ranking individual. The 
lower ranking is out of luck because she hasn't a 
chance _even though she is telling the truth. 

For all those reasons and so many more I hate the 
WAC with all my heart and soul. I want to be free to 
myself and think my own thoughts. I want to be 
treated as a human being and not as an animal. I want 
to be able to be alone, not live for three years with 29 
Other people. I want to be talked to not down to. I 
want so many t hings which are not possible while I 
am a WAC. The only consolation I have is when I go 
home I pain to tell every person I can about the WAC 
and I know they will listen, because at home at least I 
am looked up to and considered a responsible mature 
person. 

.j!ro-wt : WH AC.t' NEWS L.e rT\iR 
p.o sox t osqs . 
AN~IS~N , ALA. 3'201 
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To the Staff of RAT: 
I am dismayed to see your article 

June 14-July10 on Cuba's attitude 
toward homosexuals. I have to speak 
my mind about your attitudes. 

You have excerpted the most vicious 
part of the Gay Committee of Returned 
Brigadistas' statement to print, and have 
done some editorial writing of a 
politically undisciplined nature. You 
have failed to explain the content, 
democratic nature of, preparation for, 
and issues involved in the 1st National 
·Congress on Education and Culture, 
making.•it appear that the congress was 
held to discuss homosexuality; you have 
emphasized the Committee's stand that 
the popular congress was 'fascist' and 
'reactionary'. 

You have many times shown your 
failure to acknowledge and respect the 
diversity of culture, the presence of 
specific historical factors, and have 
interpreted Cuba in the pushy manrier 
of a ruling country's arrogance, which is 
not to be tolerated among people who 
supposedly -oppose that arrogance. 

You do much harm and injustice by 
the unfair ommission of historical 
perspective and through discrimination 
against a country closely contaminated 
by Europe, while you regularly indicate 
your approval of cultures far removed 
from the West (Viet Nam,China). By the 
way, in those cultures recognizing 
homosexuality is not a priority. 

Our reality, our heritage of 400 years 
)Of capitalist development, is not the 
1reality of Cuba, or of any part of Latin 
~ America. I think that to play with the' 

destiny of a people who have seized 
their country and are making their 
history is criminal, counter- _. 
revolutionary. 

I know that there is not a consensus 
of opinion among gay brigadistas, that 
some possess more mature politics. I ' 
hope that other gay sisters and brothers 
will develop their politics from personal 
expression to anti-imperialism. 

4th contingent of 
Venceramos Brigade ...., 
ANO 

From a Member of 
RAT: 

I personally had a lot of objections 
to your letter. I feel you are mistaken 
about many things, but I know that 
many people share your views and I felt 

' these views deserve a long public 
answer. 

First of all, the statement by the Gay 
Committee of Returned Brigadistas was. 
not "vicious": it was a statement of 
genuine dismay and alarm at a 
development that transgresses a human 
right- the right to freedom of sexual 
expression.And publishing that 
statement was not "politically 
undisciplined" : it was directed toward 
ra1smg consciousness about a-
contradiction that affects everyone. 
Talking about the "content, democratic 
nature of, preparation for, and issues 
involved · in" the Cuban Congress on· 
Education and Culture as a whole in the 
face of its decision · to eradicate 
homosexuals from Cuban society is not 
only anti-homosexual in itself: it is anti
human and, in my opinion, semantic 
bullshit. Cuba's anti-homose~ual policy 
exists. It is a fact. We know about this 
·policy not only from official documents 
biJt also from the personal testimony of 
gay Cubans. Many political and gay 
Northamerjcans have come to know gay 
Cubans personally and are 
well-acquainted with the pain and agony 
their Cuban friends have felt in their 
daily lives as a result of Cuba's policy. 
Any stat«;!ment by gay people about this 
does not come from abstract balancing 
of theoretical ideas, .as your letter does, 
but from real experience. 

de SOLIDARIDAD 
B A C K G R 0 U N D 0 N First, Havana's gay bars, where 
ANTI - HOMOSEXUAL POLICIES IN on juiy 1,1959, homosexuals had cheered 
CUBA the victory of the barbudos, ("the bearded 

(from LNS) With the advent of a ones" meaning Fidel and his guerrilleros), 
were closed . In the mid-1960's repressive 

revolutionary government in Cuba, camps, known politely as Military Units to 
anti-homosexual attitudes did not Increase Production, were used to incar· -
disappear. In fact, in the minds of some cerate homosexuals. When these camps 
c b 1 were abandoned , the Cuban government 

u an rev o u tiona r i e s' the reverted to casual anti-homosexual per-
. concentration of gay people in Havana secution in schools and workplaces, denyin 
was just one more aspect of the vice homosexuals promotions, access to certain 
imposed on Cuba by businessmen from courses of study, and positions of political 
the North, in a class with prostitution · authority· 
and gambling. -- -A declaration by the recent First 

Before long, anti-homosexual National Congress on Education and 
po 1 icies, with varying degrees of Culture in Cuba indicates an official 
repression, became part of the official ·government program against 
Cuban way of life. These policies were homosexuality that may even be used to 
premised excuse physical attacks on homosexuals. 
~n a' d-;sire io be humane (iii us, the Some people from the North American 
push for "rehabilitation"), movement have already used the 

declaration to excuse their own 
on age-old Roman Catholic prejudices· unwillingness to struggle for gay 

liberation, using the revolutionary 
on notions of bourgeois psychology 

exported from the u.s ., credentials earned by Cuba in its many 
years of courageous struggle with the 

and on Soviet-style anti-sex puritanism Northern Collosus as their license. 
developed under Stalin. 

How you can overlook this 
repression, the pain and suffering of a 
whole group -of humanity in Cuba, and . 
stnl call yourself a person who oppose~ 
arrogance or an anti-imperialist is 
beyond me. 

And I am speaking to you as a sister 
brigadista too. I went on the 2nd 
Venceremos Brigade. And I went down 
to Cuba very open to learning about and 
admiring the first socialist society in this 
hemisphere. And I did see a whole 
society geared to meeting people's needs 
sensibly: '1 did see many good things 

con Ia 
about Cuba. But I also remember that · 
whenever Northamericans saw 
something to criticize about Cuba, they 
were told , and told each other, that it 
was Cultural Imperialism for a 
Northamerican to criticize Cuba: that it 
was Amerikans thinking, as they usually 
do, that they know ho_w to do 
something better than anybody else in· 
the world. And I know that this attitude 
exists too. Cultural imperialism is a fact 
too. But when gay Northamericans are 
outrag(!d at the treatment of gay 
Cubans, it is not coming from cultural 
imperialism. Cuba's policy threatens the 
freedom of gay people everywhere, and 
is especially horrifying to gay people 
who have committed their ~ives to 
building world socialism as well as to 
fighting for the rights of gay people. 

GENTE 
There comes a time in every struggle 

that you have to stop being silent 
because of political expediency . When 
you are a gay person working in this 
country for a revolution to free 
ev:erybody and you turn around and 
find your allies, your examples, your 
"heroes" knifing you in the back, it 
makes you stop and wonder whether 
you are going to spend your entire life 
fighting to bring about a 
"revolutionary" society that will only 
turn around and exclude you and those 
like you. 

---SEXUAL 
I can tell from your letter you are 

not gay- and never worried for a min ute 
about whether gay people were going to 
be "allowed" to be in the life hereafter 
of the revolution. Your anti-gay attitude 
is very apparent- you "excuse" Cuba's 
anti- homosexual policy on the basis 
that every societ'f is also 
anti-homosexual. You have the nerve to 
taunt gay people about this ·tragedy. 
You talk about "mature politics" in a 
very condescending way, setti ng 
yourself up as a judge of what are 
"correct" · gay politics when you 
yourself are not even gay and have no 
conception of the anguish that can 
mean. At one time, white 
"revolutionaries" found it politically 
expedient to do this to Black people 
too- and many still do. 

de 
You may think my answer is 

"counter-revolutionary". But I believe 
that if one is not fighting for a 
r~volution for oneself too, then it is 
hollow and shortlived and imperialist in 
itself to claim to be fighting a revolution 

. for someone else. That's exactly what' 
the U.S. State Department says they are 
doing in South Vietnam-- they are 
"saving" the South Vietnamese from 
Communism.You are "saving" Cuba 
from Cultural Imperialism and "saving" 
gay people from "immature" politics. 1 
think you'd better re-examine the whole 
issue. 

CUBA 
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support yourself, still think being a protess10nal is being 
functi ona 1 but being an office worker is not. Anyway I choose 
to try and become middle class, but the only movies, books or real · 
li.fe class cl imb i ng, success story heroes were working class men 
so I totally identi fied with that image. Class climbing I dis
covered i s a fallacy , and learned, too, how ambitious men are 
held down by having to support the women they r<nocked up. Women 
were a hor rible burden to all my heros. So I couldn't stand 
the fema le role in the working class family and was a total flop 
anyway. I couldn' t do the male t hing in my class, and I didn't 
succeed i n class cl imbing. Soon the belief set in "I couldn't 
do anyth ing . " I was absolutely awful at anything that females 
were supposed ·to do and I didn't dig men . That's something I still 
can ' t get a handle on - just how that shaped my life . I didn't 
~et married until l I was convinced that I couldn't get anywhere 
(meaning to the middle class) on my own and also after my best 
friend who I loved married a nice boy who could support her and 
was moving up money wise. And when I married a long haired ·art 
student _son of an irrrnigrant truck driver, I thought we could class 
climb together. Dead end. He hated middle class people and 
wasn't interested. 

It took me a long time to not think there was something wrong 
with me since I could never really fit into the middle-class -
university thing . I never could see that working class people 
don't fit in - that that's the way things are structured. Even 
if I saw. that,! couldn't accept being working class (that meant 
all bad th i ngs to me). I had to keep believing I was an excep
tion. One time one of my friends. in high school told me that I 
was really lucky cause no matter what kind of clothes I wore .I 
looked well bred. I treasured that compliment for years. It 
got me through countless parties where people knew just how to act 
and through an endless number of discussions I couldn't understand. 

Now after such a long time of self denial I am starting to think 
about class. I'm starting to realize that disagreements I have 
with women over strategies and anaylsis aren't merely because I 
don't understand or I think things out more or less than they. I . 
am begfnni ng to see in many issues the c 1 ass nature of the argu
ment- to see how clearly I take the sides I do and middle class 
women take the sides they do. I am rea 1 i zing that even though I · 
think of myself as always relating to middle class women and 
being in middle .class circles how all my close friends, the 
women ·I really get close to and love are working or lower class. 
I am beginning to see that 1t is no coincidence that I feel 
comfortable and can be honest wit~ them. Most importantly I am 
beginning to realize that I am working class1 that I'll always be 
working class - that that means something - something other than 
being embarrassed ; that my needs are important; that I have a 
right to make demands of middle class women and that in a scale 
of oppression the oppressed always are made to feel damaged in 
comparison to those who oppress and that that is wrong. That 
I know gay women are beautiful and strong through their oppression, 
not more damaged than straight women - that working class women 
only seem da~aged to middle class women. That we must struggle 
with class as women- grope to understand how it has affected us. 
And realize that we are affected by it - that being all oppressed 
as women does not mean we do not oppress each other or that our 
anaylsis is not affected by the class bias and racist values 
most of us have brought with us to the movement. 

-----~~=-~-~----~~~-----------------.~ 
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I can't explain it all, even to 11\YStlf - the whys ·and how -
rationale of why the women's mov~~~tnt must rid itself of its 

bias. It is all so ~1fficult that wer' it just thoughtful 
part, I would forget 1t unttl I co~ld spell it all out - be 

of reason - feel more correct. · But there is nothing · . . 
. ., .. ,, .. nh •• 4".. about this feeling of necessity. Wanting to deal with 

is -necessary for 11\Y survival. I cannot think that-~·re · 
sters" will_ necessarily include me (working class). Re-
I feel afraid of the women's moveme~t. afraid of women I 

know - a fear that womep who are not involved in the movement must 
feel. But I am ilnvolved and sometimes I'm scared. Enemy l.ines 
get crossed. I~m .afra1d of 11\Y own side. And when pushed against 
the wall - when I feel real class antagonism from 11\Y middle class 
sisters. J start seeing ·things totally in class tems. I start 
defining a class war and lose si_ght of any feminine consciousness 
1. have. It's a dicho~ I ~now is not real but appears because 
we have not dealt witti class in any but a superficial way. Some• 
~ that dichotomY for .me has to be broken and the class differ
ences among us have to be deilt with, struggled with, so that our 
oneness is real, not just the result of ignoring the parts that 
don't fit. 
. t understand how easy it has been to ignore. those parts. When 
I do point out how something said or done is offensive to me, I · 
realize that even middle class women who do not react antagonis~ 
tically or guilt ridden had no idea they were being offensive. 
Something I feel in my guts they have never thought about - beeo 
awar~ of. It is so _difficult to explain to women who have had ·· 
middle class backgrounds - tO put things into a perspective that 
they can u_nderstand. You find that .by .putting things tn· an order 
that can be understood in middle class tems that the meaning is 
changed. You're not explaining what you or1inally felt. MY etas! 
feelings can•t be explained in your class terms. I understand 
that nOw but for a long time I _believed it when people {always 
middle class)would say middle clas~ people are more articulate. 
If. they were really liberal (and thought they were radical) they 
would .say middle class people have been given the opportunities 
to develop skills 1n articulating • . Now I see that for the subtle 
~lassist statement it 1$. Working .class women make sense to me; 
middle class women just don•t understand what they are saying. 
I~ not that I •m inarticulate. It\ that_ you don't Jlnderstand. 
To talk about class to me is like spitting words and reactions 
out - like wretching all - the feelings I can•t explain yet. To · 
9et it out first so maybe I can see what it is that w~ have to 
explain. Yet I ·im always afraid to say anything When someone is ' 
offensive or. antagonistic about class because everyone (including· _· 
mYSelf) thinks I'm the one to always bring up cla$S - put people · 
up against the wall about it. - But I only bring it up when I feel 
really off~nded by something someone has said or done that is · 
classist. So why is it assumed that I brought it up. If someone 
is offensive to working class women. it seems they have brought 
it up. 

The first xhing that surfaced for me that came close ·to a class 
consciousness was 11\Y reactions to some middle class things and 
of course _with gut reactions y~ run a high risk of being wrorlg. 
You _re·act negatively to something and are pushed to give some 
reason for your reaction. There are so many things that I know 
I, a£ one time afSinissea as reactionary in 11\Y parentS arid people 
in~ background! _And of course I learned quickly in 11\Y identifi
cation with the middle clas.s that the working class is reactionary 
The explanations they gave for their dislike of art, ·high. culture. 
hippy ·Hfe styles were pretty bad but maybe the basis of their 
hatred was somethino more rioht nn t.han their exolanations. · 1 
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olways react negatively to women be.com1.ng prof~tona-b or . the · 
whole drtve to suooort women artists, lawyers. etc. a.rt an.v way 
I tr,y ~ explain that to · people can be d1scred1te4 r1.ght lii.Wiy. 
'Once when we got into a fight about that sUbject. I endett up say-
ing s~ing like "If that's what the women's movement is all 
aout (supporting women to become lawyers and .artists) then there 
is no place for me•. I just sounded jealous. And there is al-
ways the "I'm too damaged by· my background" theory- that I 
should support middle class women in their ·attelpt to reap. the 
glories of ~iddle class life .in the name of all wa~en since th~ 
have been less damaged and are capable of accomplistnent. The ·· 
middle class can only see that we don•t have what they have and 
that that is unfair. But within those reactionary ideas we 

J come up with are the seeds of deeper thought- like questioning 
if anyone should have the things they have. Middle class women 
miss the point: that we•re attempting to question their whole 
existence. It's not just tftat I'm jealous cause· I· can't be part 
of that scene, it's _that that. scene is decadent- wrong. 

. I know most middle class women will react to this as if I a .· 
talking about material possessions- the idea that middle -class 
values are valuing mater:-ial things. They are tOtally blitid 
thinking they have a monopoly of valuing things. I value money 
and material possessions more than most of ~ middle class 
friends - I have had to and that seems sensible to me - closer 
to truth .~ closer to what really matters to people - fOOd, 
shelter .• self respect. But I have. a hard time ~aluing all their 
valuab'le ideas. their universities, their 11bercll, humanitarian, 
gracious-living bullshit. 
- In so much Wl li.terature we t.alk about looking around and " 
seeing the absence of women in so many fielijs and then proceed 
to ta 1 k abou~ there being no women 1 aWyers • .artists. doctor's. · 
We looked around and all w.e saw was the middle class. every thing 
else is invisible to the middle class except "the ruling class" 
or "the poor" which are phrases easily used and dismissed in . . 
u$ual leftist rhetoric. When I wa~ younger .and ·I looked-around I· 
didn•t see any of those professions period. And if I did . they ' 
weren't from my class of people • . 

The only way I saw of getting out of marrytng and having ki~· 
of being self sufffcfent or independent was getting out of my : 
class. There were middle class female examples supPorting them
selves. There were no status female jobs that I could see when · 
l was growi.ng up. All the jobs the men did - the men did - no · 
exceptional women.. I heard of some women - someone•s older · 
daughter - beceding a teacher or going to ·art school. The,Y .._ver 
lived around me and hardly ever came home. My .mother would . .say 
they were high f4/11h.n' • But within· mY class (whate.ver that 
means • I realize the variations of-experience .. mine can't be 
seen as ~pical of all working class backgrounds ) .the women who 
did work were few. My .parents• friends were all 111rried couples. 
I dido't know any older single women. Anyway~ did :I see the 
only way of being independent as being .something middle class.
some profession. Why did I not imagine doing any Of· the jobs the 
men I knew did. I don't think I saw tfie possibility of supporting 
myself ~re without a· man • . And I wonder why we still don•t talk 
about filling the lower class jobs but just the mid«Jle. Most ··· . 
-jobs in this society stink but why do ~ think those of the middle 
class are better, tolerable. functional. Is _ther-e any basis for 
that assumption other than most of us are middle class ana nave 
obvious class bias against anything outside of that class. That 
most middle class women still think middle class, still accept 
those bourgeois values, still believe you have to do something 
for high reasons - to help other people, explore realms of -, . 

. thought. still look down on doing a iob iust for the money .• to 
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