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SOJOUBNEB TBUTH, 

"THE ~IBYAN SIBYL. 

1'Tfuu- mMl overtfwr-e sa;y _tfuuawof!Uln 
ruecls w be fie(pd ifvW carriag~ and 
UjuJ over cUtcfw/ cml w fuwe the 
6Mt Jiaa everywhere. No6ot!J ever 
!U!fe!( me ~ carr~aje-s~ or over muJ" 
p;ddfes, or !!U:es ~ a 6es t pfaa ... 
A nJ aiWt I a women! Look at ~-
Look a:t »::1 arm! I liave prcwd 
and p!Mvted ami 3 Mfzera{ UffiJ 
6arM, and no man- coulJ fucuf nw ... 
And aMVt I a womm £ I coufd w""'k, M . 

»UtCh anJ eM aJS ~ M a~ wkj 
coufd 3et.itj aruf 6ear tht fMfv q,5wefL. 

A nd aiWt I a woinan? I ha-ve 6ornd 
thirteen c!Ufir-en cuuf seen t:fwn 
most af[ soY off into sfavery Ami 
when! cried owt with anwtfUr.S !Jritfi 
none Gut JestM litard. .. 
And aitit- I a worrtM~-2 11 

Sojurner Tmth : Speech before the Womans 
R~hts ConventiOn at Akron,Obio in t85J. 

letters 
New Orleans, La. 
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Sisters: 

We }lla.nt . to apologize ._and cr.iticize 
ourselves for distributing the material 
from "Red Women's Detachment" in New York. 
Our decisi'on to d.istribute that mater~a·L 
to some of our sister's came in · th'e w.ake 
of our having discovered an ,information 
gatherer working with us, coming to mis
trust our own sense of things. We thought 
we had to treat our "liberalism." Some 
of the doubts we had about GLF, women's 
liberation, and our disgust with the roles 
of SWP-YSA and NOW in the Womens's 
movement were expressed in the RWD papers. 
Our mistake was to not trust our own ability 
to express what we had observed. Rather 
we took, whole ·and uninvestigated, papers 
from an unknown group. Also there was a 
great deal in the papers that we _did not 
agree with, particularly the tone. For 
this we severely criticize ourselves. 
Since that time we have found out that 
the organization (RWD) is actually only 
two people, and the papers do not grow 
from or reflect practice. 

There is much to say about our deeper 
understanding, which would require a 
long paper, and this is meant to be a 
letter. The principle of our new thinking 
is about faith in the people. I realize 
that I lacked such faith in thinking people 
had to be pinned against the wall to raise 
their political consciousness. But 
the lack of faith is also reflected in 

· a fear of struggling with sisters and 
brothers. I think most ~f us have been un
willing to trust our political judgment 
and growth, and to enter into discussions 
with people, committed to learn. Too often 
we are defensive with revolutionary and 
potentially revolutionary comrades. 

Futhermore, since the summer, we 
have thought a great deal about the ques
tions we had which led us to distribute 
the papers. Also, two of us went to Cuba 
on the Venceremos Brigade, and there we 
struggled over the questions we had with 
other women, white and third world, and 
with men, white, third-world, and gay, 
as well as the Cubans. 

Yet I am convinced that the revo
lutionary love that is necessary for our 
long struggle will only be born of our 

. . 
growing struggles, not our wishes. That 
is what I learned in Cuba: unity and love 
come from struggle, and such struggle 
m~st be continual for unity and 
love to subsist. 

I l 
,' What we 11J,Ust now comwit purselves 

to rs the struggle, We must build a base 
among women-- the working women, mothers, 
young girls-- not just our educated sis
ters. We must analyze our conditjons, 
learn about struggles all over the world, 
develop a strategy in relation to the 
total revolutionary movement. We must 
decide on priorities. If we cannot 
accept the necessity for priorities,we 
cannot be serious about change. Whether 
or not there should be a women's 
movement, whether or not there must be 
female leadership, whether or not revo
lutionary men must be clear on "the 
woman question," there is . no question 
of priorities. Women's involvement and 
consciouness and growing vanguard 
role in the movement is an irreversible 
fact. No, by priorities I mean: Who will 
we organize among, since we cannot 
organize everywhere? What are our demands? 
How much can we satisfy personal needs 
before the revolution such as the kind 
of relations with men and children we 
project, life-style, skills, etc., and 
what do we have to sacrifice in order to 
build a revolutionary movement and win? 

More than anything, in Cuba, I was 
humbled by learning the necessity for 
sacrifice and hard work; how serious 
and long-term (all our lives) is our 
task. We learned this from the Cubans 
as well as the Vietn~mes~,Laotians, 
Cambodians, Africans, Latin Americans. 
In our rebellion against woman's tra
ditional role, we have tended to scoff 
at the virtue of sacrifice, which has 
been forced upon women and other 
oppressed peoples. But sacrifice is one 
of the basic necessities in a rev
olutionary struggle, for a vanguard 
force, and is a virtue we should trans
form from its present bourgeois setting, 
which keeps people down, to a revolu
tionary perspective. Let us not 
throw out the baby with the bath water. 
Power _to the sisters, Venceremos, 

Love 
Roxanne Dunbar 
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Reprinted from Liberation News Service 
Radical Media Bulletin Board 

From: AIN'T I A WOMAN?, PO Box 1169, 
Iowa City, Iowa 52240. 

Dear Sisters and Brothers: 
Although we have used your service and 

appreciated having it made available to us, 
we feel we must be honest with you about 
our concerns. The service in general has 
~ot presented a very high consciousness of 
women's oppression or of the movement to
ward the liberation of women. Often a 
news packet will have several articles on 
women while articles not dealing specifi
cally with women ac tually igno;re _women. 
One example of this would be your coverage 
of the Panthers' Constitutional Convention. 
You mentioned that the Radical L'esbians 
walked out in one _sentence with nothing 
more about how women were treated. We 
feel you sincerely try but we feel you 
must try harder. Wome~ .a:il over: the coun
try are starting to think we need a news 
serv i ce of our own if the services. now 
available do not begin to display a higher 
consciousness when it comes to women. 

From the LNS Women's Caucus: 

Dear Sisters of Ain't I A Woman? : 
We have thought a lot about your criti

cism and we accept it. You are righ t, we 
haven't had a feminist consciousness 
throughout the packet. Most of us who have 
been on the staff for a while came to LNS 
without much political consciousness at 
all. In the past two years, some of us 
went from being general shit workers to 
having a voice in policy and decision 
making. But the tremendous amount of time 
we spend at LNS and the fact that LNS 
develped as part of a male-dominated move
ment, kept us for a long time from develop
ing a women's consciousness and expressing 
it in the packet . 

Now, we are trying to change. All of 
the new people presently coming to work at 
LNS are women and many of them do . have 
close ties with the women's movement and 
have developed their political conscious
ness there. Together we are struggling to 
make the LNS pack.et refl~ct a feminist 
consciousni.'!S s. · - ' · 

Your letter was important to us. 
realize that stories like the Panther 
Convention must be written by women. 
are open to further criticism and we 
you don't give up on us, but keep on 
ing the packets. Love, 

LNS Women 

We 

We 
hope 
read-

(AIAW -- We have heard that since this re
ply to us was written that some women 
have left LNS and we don't know at this 
time how many women are on the LNS staff 
or how much of a struggle is going on over 
the above issue. We trust we will be able 
to tell by reading their news packets in 
the future. ) 

\ 
' 

«,in't i. 



Last week I went to West High 
with women from WL to speak to the 
students. Women's workshops were 
organized to discuss Lesbianism, 
Marriage and Roles, and Daycare 
and a . ~ale group dis~ussed roles 

·and · sterotypes. 
I walked in after the workshop 

on marriage had started . Having pre
viously attended other w9rkshops 
with women I di d not know, l expect
ed the usual hostility and defensive
ness. I was e.)_ated .that the 50 or 
so women were having a real warm 
and personal discussion. Ann from 
WL talked about her child and how 
daycare helps the .child as well as 

. the mother, by surrounding him 
with other people- who play with 
him so he does not f eel so dependent 
on one person. Some of the high 
school studen~s ' rsallj related to 
this, and I t hink because she had 
a child, trusted her opinion about 

· daycare. 
When the second hour came all 

the students went to one room and · 
some of the women decided they had 
had enough of just relating to 
women and were ready to talk to 
men. Two WL women explained that 
they had come to speak to women, 
and that they didn't intend to 
s'peak tQ a mixed group. The h'igh 
school women were really insistent 
so we broke into two groups, one 
mixed, and on·e women only. Because 
the women went into the~ second 
workshop with the intention of 
" t e lling off the men", i t developed 
into a shouting ego trip, and our 
presence there was · totallv unnec
essary. What I n•alized was that we 
had made a terrible mistake 'by 
dividing into two groups. First of 
all we insulted the WL women who 
had so i nsisted o·n t alking to 
women only , by leaving them , to 
talk to men (remember tha t trip) 
in a mixed group. Secondly we had 

The whole bus i ness of the house came up 
when we were trying to find a place that 
wouldn't have. all the drawbacks of the 
apartment that was the center last year. 
For all our sentimental attachments to it, 
everybody saw th_at the apartment was IMPOS
SIBLE. The worst thing about it was that 
people couldn't live in it with the organ
ization . Trying to do so was destructive 
of them. · 

When we started looking for a house, the 
first thing we found was that it was impos
sible to find any thing to rent. When the 
chance came to buy on contract with the 
owner of 414 North Park, we began - the few 
of us around at the end of summer - to 
think of ways we could do it. The biggest 
problem was getting the down-payment money 
($6000) plus $200 for insurance and legal 
fees. We were able to find people (some of 
~hem· outside WL) who would put up the 
mo1~ey , but mos.t ,of them needed it back 

a 

'·,, 

/ ,_ / 

been i:n~iit·ed there for a reason-
to speak to women about women. 
Experience has showed that speak:ing , 
in a mixed group never allows women 
to rela:te to each other ' - but again 
puts them in the position where 
they ha ; ,,_ to be defensive. Where the 
hour workshop could have been really 
important as far as allowing women 
the opportunity to speak about them
selves, (as the second hour women• 
only workshop did,) the time was 
wasted. T came away really upset 
for having allowed myself to fall 
for the old line of putting the 
interests of .men before the 
interests of women, and frustrated 

soon. We figured that we could se1l shares 
in the house to pay them back. We would . 

· need to sell 260 shares at $25/share to 
make $6500, a sum that would aHow a 
small cushion for emergencies. This did 
not seem impossible - in fact, we thought 
it could be done. We have a large member
ship, a la~ger periphery, friends in many 
parts. We even thought it might be easily 
done. 

We put the matter before Women's Libera
tion at the September meeting and got an 
enthusiastic response. Since then hundreds 
of people have seen and used the house -
it has b.een successful as a center : The · 
people who live in it and make the monthly 
payments have not been too hassled by· 
living with a center. It has been a refuge 
for many other women _who needed a ' tempo
rary place to stay. It has housed ' the of
·fice, the literature, many a meeting of 
support or activity group. All in all, . it's 

because of the comparison of how 
really beautiful the first workshop 
was compared ' to the second. I think 
i~~ 'real important to understand why 
•we should be aware of how 'easy it is to 
be divisive, and how destructive it 
is .' We should not have offered 
any alternatives 'for a mixed group 
to the high school women, and should 
certainly not have supported them when 
they insisted. This is not saying 
we would not have allowed one to · 
take place, if they thought it was 
so important. By supporting it and 
attending it we gave validity to 
a 'masculire-identified discussion 
that was anti-women. 

a good house. 
But we have a problem. We didn't expect 

September to be a good month for shares. 
October was our big hype. And by the end of 
October we had sold 16 (sixteen)shares. 
That is not very many shares. Moreover inter
est seems to be dying down. The house has be
gun to be taken for grant~d. 

Well, we can't take it for granted. There 
is no way we can keep the house if we don't 
pay the money . It's as simple as that. If 
we want a center- this center -·we will 
have to sell shares . 
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Gemcide is nol Jurv1va/ -by La.u.rd. 1- Pit'fO.. 

-- wh'1f1. WO~U\ 

For some time nmv, Homen's Liberation grqups across the country have 
raised the demand for free and legal abortion as part of an overall demand 
for control over our own bodies. Other groups have called for extensive 
availability of birth control methods , legalized abortion lmvs and other 
measures to prevent overpopulation . More recently, a new demand has reached 
us: That we deal wi t h the possibil ity that unco~trolled abo rtion and other 
methods of birth cont.rol coul~ easily mean genocide for non-White peoples. 

As a concrete example, it would be very simp le to include sterilization 
after a certain number of children as a prerequisite to ob t aining welfare 
payments, etc. 

We already know that women in cities all over t he country are being 
sterilized without their knowledge or consent, perhaps after delivery of a 
:hild or during some other kind of operation. This happens with regularity 
l.n New York City to Black and Puerto Rican Homen. This is presumably done by 
doctors who feel they are doing it for the good of the women t hemse lves and 

- for the good of the wo rld, But which ~vor ld -- the whi te or the non-~vhi te? 
White America controls · over 60% of the weal·th of the 1vorld and consumes over 
60% of the world's raw materials. Certainlv it would be to the benefit of 
the non-white peoples if there were fe1,•er 1vhite people, particularly. Americans. 

A growing group in the United States, called "Zero-Population Grov1th" 
supports forced sterilization programs in Third World Na tions. Paul Ehrlich, 
chief spokesman for "Zero Population" and author of the Population Bomb, 
commented on a proposal to sterilize all males in India Hith three or more 
children: "He (the U.S. Government) should have applied pressure on the 
Indian Government to go ahead with t he plan. We should have volunteered 
logistic support ... Coercion? Perhaps,.but coercion in a good cause." 

Why is the adv~cacy of compulsory sterilization particularly directed 
at India? India's population per square kilometer was only 113 in 1957, 
while the population per square kilometer in England was 208, Belgium 288, 
and Holland 304. Why not direct resources into reclaiming land and making 

' it more habitable? Or perhaps the justification 1vas the periodic famines in 
· India. In 1952, for example, 20 mi_l lion Indians 1vere s tarving, although 
India 1 s Government warehouses 1vere so f ull of food t ha t the U.S. and Canada 
were asked to postpone s hipments of 1vheat until the next year. After invest
igation, the au thor of a report iri t he Ne\v York Times concluded that, "India's 
current problem apparently is not a food shortage or famine, therefore, but 
widespread unemployment ... " 

The real causes of starvation and poverty ·is not over population but the 
poor distribution of wealth in t he world, due to man-made institutions, 
barriers, and social conditions . Anv person concerned with the population 
explosion who points first t o Black and Third World peoples as a prime examPle 
of "too many kids'.' is in reality suggesting and inadvertently supporting an. 
already existing program of Genocide . 

India is only on~ example . In Puerto Rico , bii"th control pills 111ere 
tested for at least three years before t hey were allowed on the American 
market. In s everal Third World Na tions , inc luding Vietnam , experiments are 
being conducted wi t h chemicals , t o ind'uce t emporary sterilizat ion. For some 
women the effects ar e permanent. These a re subtle- manifestations of the 
racism in this country which declares that non-white peoples simply aren ·' t 
as important as ·whi tes. 

Groups concerned with "overpopulation" and Women's Liberation a re goi ng 
to have to deal with the fact that now, as in the pas t, d~mands by whi te · 
groups can very easily be converted into justification for futher oppression 
and loss of self-determination for the non-white peoples of the world, 

Racism has ahrays allowed white people to gain "more freedom" at the 
expense of the rest of the world, Our demand must be analyzed in the light 
of our acknowledged racism. Abortions and other forms of birth control can 
continue to be legi t~mate demands of a group concerned I·Ti th world liberation 
only if they are put forward as elective alternatives. Measures have to be 
found to prevent the possibility of coerci;n or wavs in which thev can be 
used for genocide. These measures must be included in our demand~ for self 
determination. · 

Otherwise, we as two individual women who are working within the Women's 
Liberation Movement, feel that the demand for legalized abortion should not 
be pushed further. 
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Berkeley Tribe/Liberation NeHs 

Berkeley (LNS )--One hundred and fifty 111omen 
recently croHded into a Berkeley City Council meet 
ing t o demand a public hearing "at Hhich all the 
raped Homen of Berkeley can finally speak, (and 
for . Hhich ·on-the-premises child-care mus t be made 

• ) II r ' availab-!-e t 9 us. · While t he women presented their 
lis t . of demands, one .1voman wi t h a \~inches t er r ~fle 
in her hand stood at t he counci l chambers' doors, 
guarding herself and the other women . 

. 'fhese Be_rkeley women have been putting on spon
t aneous guerilla theater skits in the streets and 
have made t ape recordings . t o teach women hmv to 
deal with hecklers and rapists! Thev ar e encourag
ing women to pick up women hitch h i ke r s and to at
tend self-defense classes. 

Their demands aJ;e as follmvs : 

1. Free, frequent public bus trans portation 
for all Homen from dusk to dmvn . 

2. Increased, improved adequ a t e ligh ting for 
a ll neighborhoods, including the dark areas around 
all ·buildings. 

' 3. rhat landlords bear the total expense for 
effe.c tive secur~ ty locks on all l.;rindows and do ors 
of BerkE;!ley apartments. 

. 4. That . taxpayers' money be diverted from t he 
Berkeley police budget into a f und to hire a staff 
of women trained in the psychology of rape. That 
these women will accompany the police on the initial 
investigation of all rape reports. (This is done 
in other countries) 

5. That further funds be diverted from the 
Berkeley police budget into the hands of all of the 
Women's Liberation groups in Berkeley to initiate 
and maintain pnblic self-defense classes for all 
Homen in Berkeley. 

6. That self-defense traini ng f or all female 
schoolchildren be introduced throughout the Berkeley 
school system. 

7. That the City Council give Women of the 
Free Future adequate funds to draw up, print and 
circulate a · pamphlet on Ho\-7 to Prevent Rape. 

8. That since the Berkeley police are either 
unable or unwilling to protect women against rape, 
any woman in Berkeley who feels that her life is 
threatened have the right to bear concealed or 
unconcealed loaded weapons which 1vill deter rape and 
aid in her self-deferise. 

' 
' 
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Rat/Liberation News Service -- Early Thursday morning, Nov. 6, 

over forty mothers who went into Macy's to get school clothes for 
their children walked out of the store with armloads of clothes, 
without bothering to stop at the cash register. They are members 
of Welfare Rights Organization (a nationwide organization of peo
ple living on welfare who are committed to fighting the injustices 
of the welfare system.) 

and charged her with non-cooperation with a police officer because 
she refused to have her picture taken when she was booked. These 
charges were also thrown out. 

,The Welfare Rights Organization has been waging a fight to get 
money for school clothes for children. Two years ago the N.Y. 
State legislature cut back the funds for "special allowances" 

Ten of the women were arrested by security guards at the 34th 
St. entrance of Macy's. Before they were taken to a nearby pre
cinct they insisted that Macy's wrap and package all the clothes. 
At the precinct police officials attempted to dismiss their case 
quickly by serving the women with summonses and sending them home. 

which included money for clothing and furniture; the only time 
special allowances .are now available are in cases of fire and flood, 
This leaves al'ready hard-pressed welfare mothers with no way of 
providing clothes for their children. 

The WRO has ·concentrated on trying to obtain federal funds from 
local Boards of Education. Five years ago congress passed Title I, 
a bill designed to put funds into the education budget for the use 
of welfare and low income children. The money was primarily in
tended for school clothing and lunches. Instead these funds have 
been used to subsidize a drum and bugle corp in one state, gym 
programs, swimming pools. 

But the women had come prepared to make their point. They had 
all arranged for the care of their children so that they could 
stay to be heard in court. Police officers repeatedly tried to 
take the clothes from the women, but the women did not allow them 
to. They knew that the school clothes were important evidence. 
If they didn't have the clothes the police would charge them with 
stealing all sorts of things -- which would lessen the political 
implications of their act. 

In Night Court the ten mothers pleaded guilty to reduced char
ges of criminal trespass and were paroled by the judge, who dis
missed the case saying that their action was "political". The 
D.A. and the arresting officer were mad that the women were getting 
away too easily. They singled 04t one woman, Jeanette Washington, 

The Welfare Rights Organization wants $100 per year per child 
for school clothing from Title I money. They tried legal ways: 
demonstrations at City Hall, appeals to the mayor's office and 
meetings with the Board of eduction . Then t:hey decided more di
rect action was needed. With the weather getting s older there 
wasn't any time left for administrative bullshit. Five hundred 
mothers signed up to participate in "shop-ins". 1\to days later 

--~ Q 
Women in Cambridge, Mass. and Wash

ington, D.C. have written to us about 
their plans around participation in the 
Revolutionary Peoples Constitutional 
Convention. Both groups had made lists 
of topics they felt would be important 
for women's workshops to deal with. We 
feel that these questions will need to 
be dealt with again and that they relate 
to our ongoing struggle. We don't see 
answers at this time; we expect there 
will be more questions raised. 

(from Cambridge): 
relationship of the women's movement 
to third world movements 
What does Third. World leadership mean? 
Do we accept that concept? How do we 
deal with the questions concerning 
leadership that have come out of the 
women's movement in relationship to 
the concept of leadership put forth 
by the Panthers? ' 
What does a new constitution mean? 

a vision of a new society, demands, 
programs that immediately serve the people 

SELF-POJl.TI\AlT :r 

Macy's was hit. 

Does a political program for the women's 
movement make sense? (what is a poli
tical program, what kind have we and 
should we develop) 
What does . it mean to develop anti-racist 
politics in the women's movement? 
vlhat has been and should be our relation
ship to Black women? 
How does the present women's movement 
deal with the questions posed by the 
Gay Movement? 

(from Washington): 
What skills we need to have and how we 
can learn them (such as automechanics, 
electronics, self-defense; etc) 
Women's media development· - films, 
radio, photography, publications, etc. 
Women's culture - art, music, poetry, 
theatre 

Feminist liberation of ne'" generations: 
infant and child care, schools, adult 
chauvinism, sex-role programming, etc. 

The politics of health projects and 
women's health care 

V· KENT 

..DECEMBER II, 1970 

Forward from Earth Day -- how to bring 
revolutionary women's consciousness to 
the ecological crisis (population con
trol as imperialist, consumerism, life
style changes, etc) 
Women's projects around racism - how do 
sexism and racism relate? what would be 
a ne'" women's way to relate to the black 
and brown struggles at home? 
Women's projects around imperialism -
hew do sexism and imperl.alism relate? 
what would be a new women's focus on the 
Vietnam war and support for the Vietna
mese struggle? how can we concretely 
express solidarity with Third World 
women? 
Within all our work, we 
gling with some general questions:· · · . 
Collectives -- living, working, presen~ 
future - you know, everything 
Sister love - female state, lesbian na"
tion, feminist life force - conceptions 
of our future 
Defense and Support of Ne,., institutions 
-- self defense, financial sustinence, 
etc. 

Cha~e inN. Y. 
W ·omen's Cente,. 

Announcement of the October 15th meeting 
at the New York City Women's Center. 

Previously it had been decided to keep 
the NYC Women's Center open with a loose 
structure so that women of widely varying 
affiliations and politics within the move
ment could meet and exchange ideas freely. 
The October 15th meeting dealt with just 
what groups were in the movement and in 
what ways individuals and groups should 
use the center. 

Motions passed at the meeting included: 
1) No women running for political office 
or actively and publicly engaged in cam
paigning for anothe·r person seeking poli
tical office within this system can serve 
on the steering, speakers, forum, fund 
rrusing, financial or literature collectives 
of the center. 
2) No organized political party or sub
division seeking power within this system 
(by election) or representation or publi
cation of such a party can use the name 
of the W.L. center in any way that implies 
identification of the _party organization 
or idividual with the Center. Any breach 
of this rule will be met with public re
pudiation by the Center. 
3) No member of the SWP-YSA or any party 
set up or contrOlled by the SWP can serve 
on any collective connected with running 
the Center. 
For a copy of the minutes of this meeting 
write to: Women's Liberation Center of 

New York City 
36 West 22nd. St. 
New York, N.Y. 10010 



Mae is eighty-six and 
The sole surviving ·sister of three brothers and three sisters. 
Of all of them 
only my Grandmother married. 

_Nellie and Mae chose not to 
living at home, instead, to take care of their mother. 
When she died, 
they took care of their two alcoholic brothers 
and each other. 
Mae worked and Nellie kept house. 

I don't remember Willie 
who used to work two weeks and drink two weeks, Mom said. 
Be was a card shark 
and once when Mom was tired of losing at poker 
he dealt her four queens, 
but gave himse~f a straight flush. 

Archie was the blacksheep. 
Be drank too much and he didn't work 
which must have been hard on Nellie and Mae 
who never touched the stuff-
except for Nellie who used to have two glasses of port a day. 
It's good for your blood,said Mae. 

For fifty years 
Mae was a switchboard operator 
and supported all four of them. 
She talks about the office alot 
and how the company would almost fall apart 
when she went on vacation 
because she knew all the numbers by heart, 
and none of the executives had to look them up. 

She still has all the presents 
they gave her over t he year s 
safely wrapped in their boxes, 
and gives them to us one by one 
as Christmases pass. 

Archie died along time ago. 
Grandma two summers ago • 
and Nellie this Spring. 
While before Nellie and Mae's life was lonely 
they at least had each other. 
Now Mae misses Nellie deepl~ 
Nora, _our cousin in Scotland, wrote: 
"Nellie must have peen all-in-one to you." 

Mae lives alo~e in New York City 
in a two room apartment 
that is made darker· 
by the eight yea~ ~ld paint 
than by her age. 

My Mother and brother and I 
are all she has, but we live in Iowa 
and aren't much daily good. 
She says, without the television 
she wouldn't know what to do 
"I wish my mother had had it 
during the day when Nellie and I went to work." 

One Christmas w~ came to visit 
and the TV was broken; 
Mae couldn't bring herself to spend the money 
to fix it. 
So we brought them one 
Mom said that the money was nothing 
compared to what at T.V. would mean to Nellie and Mae. 

This Thanksgiving when I came 
it was working 
and we watched it while I mended my coat. 
It was a good time. 
I like to get her talking about 
what our family was like when she was young. 

My Grandmother used to ask me if i had a boyfriend 
and I would lie. 
I knew Mae would get around to it 
but in thinking of her life, 
I told her, when she asked, 
that I didn't intend to marry. 
She said she and Nellie would always talk 
about how I was probably going to take after them, 
and be an independent woman. 
''Men, who needs them," she said. 

But you sho.uld have seen her eyes 
when the waiter talked to us later 
in the little restaurant across the street 
or when my brother walks into the room. 
And she often talks of all the boyfriends Nellie had 
and how this or that one wanted to marry her. 
Mom told me long ago why Mae didn't have boyfriends: 
She had acne. 
''Men," she says, "who needs them." 
But she doesn't mean it. 



I loved visiting her. 
She would take my arm when we walked 
and proudly introduce me to the people she knew: 
"This is my grand niece all the ·way from Iowa.' ~ 
But it will be different at Christmas. 
When my brother comes, 
she'll reach for his arm. 

The next day I came early with the car 
so we could go for a ride, 
but the elevator was broken 
and Mae can't walk six flights. 

It remains on the blink 
for the same reason . 
that during the fuel strike, 
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the landlords on 59th street ordered 
the heat turned down in the building to save money 
even though there was plenty in the tank. 
Nellie was sic;:k, 
and they spent the two weeks in bed. 

One time when Mae was coming home 
from visiting Nellie at the Nursing home, 
she was so entranced by a little girl on the bus 
that she missed her stop--
ending up in hippyville 
as she calls it. 
She passed a woman 

drunk and standing alone with a dress box. 
She was very refined, said Mae, 
and men were standing around 
waiting for her to pass out. 
The refined woman called to Mae: 
"I'll give you this dress 
if you'll call my family in Jersey." 
But my Aunt didn't want to leave her 
for fear of the men 
and waited until help came. 
I was s~rprised; Mae is scared of the city. 

I took her to dinner again 
and we sat next to a woman 
with two ·small children 
who was very chic and drinking before dinner. 
She scolded the girl and praised the boy 
saying cute things ·for the benefit of 
the people around. 
But the man she was inevitably waiting for 
never came •••. 

And after watching the pain of that woman 
And helping the refined woman, 
After supporting Archie and Willie their whole lives 
And having no -elevator and no heat .•. 

After such a capable, godly life, 
Mae, why do you still talk of boyfriends? 

If you can see 
my suffering 
I am afraid; 

Fear of 
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illegitimate suffering; 
I don't deserve you. 
But you accept me. 

Yqu don't say 
Go way 
It's not important 

I can't accept concern. 
I don't believe it. 

The negations live 
around the eyes. 
You search into 
the woman 
and I look away. 

Help me. 



/ 

DAYCARE CAMPA\GNS AND CO·OPS 
The .following article was written by a sister in Bloomington : 

POLITICAL TENDENCIES IN THE HOVEHENT 

At Grinnell in November midwest representatives of Women's 
Liberation got an oblique view of what is happening in the 
movement. Oblique because the political positions expressed 
there were not explicitly analyzed or compared. Nor was their 
meaning or direction shown. Differences were left in an inchoate 
form. 

Differences there were aplenty. A basic cleavage was hinted 
at the first night of the conference. Marlene Dixon, Shannon of 
Twin Oaks, and a Grinnell woman made up a panel s~pposedly on 
"Definition of Women's Liberation. " This was an open meeting, 
open to men despite the topic, and the one which greeted visitors 
who had traveled from afar to Iowa. (Some felt uncomfortable to 
walk into a mixed meeting as their first contact with a women's 
conference.) But the way the topic was handled was appropriate 
for a mixed audience--it was not really concerned with a def i ni
tion of women's libe_ration. It was concerned with telling the 
women's movement what was wrong with it (from one point of view) 
or with (from another point of view) the "subversion of the· 
women's movement by representatives of the male-dominated left, " 
as one discussant, a woman from Iowa City, put it. 

During , the panel presentations Marlene Dixon had called on 
the women's movement to join ·t:he "anti-imperialist front." 
She had belabored the "middle-class " nature of Women's Libera
tion, called the various activities in which WL engages, such 
as abortion-law repeal or abortion counselling and day care 
programs, "counter-revolutionary." The one question from the 
floor that opposed her view was not answered by her, but by a 
woman in the audience who succeeded in confusing the. issue. No 
one knew whether she agreed or disagreed ,' at that point , with 
the questioner. And after that question, the meeting ended. 
Perhaps it should be added that an earlier question, put by a 
visitor from Bloomington, Indiana, made Marlene qualify her 
statements about day care. She was willi~g to a~cept free, 
24-hour child care as a revolutionary demand. 

At no other point in the conference was there an opportunity 
to explore the political differences that these exchanges rep
resented. On Sunday when the final panel was trashed and sug- . 
gestions were made for topics for small -discussion gro~ps ~ _ the 
subject of politica;t tendencies and directions . in the movement 
was offered. But those who might have participated in and ',bene
fitted from such a discussion followed Marlene into another 
place and another discussion. So the confrontation of different 
views, the study of the meaning of these differences , was avoided. 

Nevertheless, during Saturday's workshops ' ·on more specific 
topics and issues , differing politics \vere clear. The \-Torks hop 
on child care provides a good example. The politics of child 
care expressed there can be reduced to two positions. 

One, acceptable to ~-iarlene, stressed· the importance of free, 
24-hour child care as a demand to be made on government. Child
care facilities set up by members of the middle class to Qeet 
tneir ownneeds were belittled by this position because of the 
class served. The nature of the care given, t he nature of its 
organization went unregarded. In fact the idea of quantity in
stead .of quality ruled-- hm• many children, how many facilities, 
how much money. lloney itself .was the central quantity stressed--
the cooperation of parents was rejected oy one woman as a fraud 
practiced on the '.Yorking class. "In this society time equals 
money," she said; ''so if you ask parents to give time, you are 
asking them to give money. " Child care campaigns started on 
these ideas boasted of the sums demanded: in Texas , '$100 ,000. 
Such large sums were seen as necessary for the hi ring of per
sonnel to run the centers. With the perspective of free--abso
lutely free- -care , the need for experts to staff the centers 
necessarily follows. And. of course the great virtue of such 
centers is seen as their ability to take in \-Torking--class 
children. 

The other position on child care stressed the quality of 
care given, the kind of organization as the essential questions. 
It saw the cooperative principle as t~e heart o,f revolutionary 
change in the' organization of life activities. Cooperative 
child care means that the parents themselves operate the center. 
It is not a matter of their attempting to control someone else 
who actually operates the center (does the work , makes daily 
decisions , has expertise, or gets a wage) . Their sharipg of the 
actual work is important not only in their own lives in that t hey 
learn to work in groups, to have enjoyment, understanding, and 
compassion for each other, but also for the lives of t he chil 
dren, who see a model in their parents for their own behavior. 
The children learn too that child care is not drudgery work 
assigned to the females of society. 

To the charges that cooperative centers are a luxury that 
only the middle class can afford, representatives from Blooming 
ton, Indiana, offered their experience. After a couple of years 
and the establishment of four cooperative centers, interest in 
these actual, viable centers has gro\m to a point where it is 
now possible to make demands on the university as. employer. 
The child care campaign now initiat~d there is demanding release 
time from work for employees who want to participate in the 
cooperative centers. Universities as corporate employers differ 
-ilttle 'from other corporations. Already -i-1orkers from Hesting
house and G.E. in Bloomington are talking of applying the coop
erative principle to - their child care prob+ems. 
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The political positions inherent in these approaches to child 
care need to be made explicit. Twenty-four hour child care is 
not the ultimate in revolutionary demands even though one could 
not demand more in terms of hours. The time or _the money (or 
the equation of the two) are not the essence of the question. 
The emphasis on money or on time as money can be seen as a · 
bourgeois mind- set, the influence that all of us must fight in 
ourselves as its manifestations are revealed. But as important 
to theory are some of the implications of the 24-hour demand. 
In Iowa, cooperative child-care centers were put doHn because 
they served the middle class and therefore the "less oppressed " 
women. Working-class women were. described sometimes as "more 
oppressed" and sometimes as '' really oppressed. " This dis tinc
tion, or course , denies the validity of women's liberation as a 
revolutionary movement. If only working-class women are really 
oppressed, then \-That need have we for any movement of women? 
The working class is oppressed--so what else is new? The new 
seems to be that women as a sex are not oppressed: after all 
these centuries, after Astell, Wollstonecraft, Mott, Stanton, 
etc., the women's movement discovers that \vomen as a sex are 
not oppressed. And this, according to its left wing, which pre
tends to recognize and bless each new revolutionary battalion. 

If women and their self-activity are seen as non--revolution
ary, how are the "really oppressed" seen? The implication be
hind all the patronizing work done "for" the working class is 
that workers are simply inert victims, incapable of self-activ
ity, incapable of fighting their own battles or even of seeing 
their own needs. They must be taught, led, cajoled, or tricked 
into self-defense by revolutionaries, who will ride into power 
on the back of the hypothetical monster they have activated. 
The only transformation necessary for this event, this so-called 
revolution, amounts to a personnel change at the top of society . 
The good guys will be in instead of the bad guys. The good guys 
will decide on how to spend the money , >lho is to eat, who is to 
work , how they are to work, etc. With this vision of history , 
with this concept of people and of classes, the 24-hour child 
care demand fits perfectly. 

What kind of politics is this? First of all it is bourgeois 
through and through . I f is really counter-revolutionary. It is 
even worse than doing Nixon's dirty work for him----especially in 
the field of child care, though not only there. It is counter
revolution posing as revolution; it is the pretense of the thing 
in place of the real thing. It is the element of confusion 
which is the usual contribution of the middle class to a revo
lutionary situation. 

Hhat else is it? It is distinctly male. Only men (or women 
intellectually dominated by men) could conceive of -child care in 
such purely quantitative terms, could fail to see the dvnamics 
of human relations and the need for revolutionary chang~ there, 
could fail to see why women will never agree to turn their chil
dren over to the state (by whomever run). It is not the aim of 
women simply to get rid of the kids so that they can join the 
men on the barricades. They want to change the relationships 
between adults and children, between the sexes, content and form , 
so that the human qualities that make life worth living- -joy, 
compassion, understanding, and growth--can live. That is the 
point of their revolution; . it begins with their "everyday '' lives. 
It may ~nd with the seizure of state power ···-when the bourgeois 
state interferes with their revolution. But seizure will be a 
means to an end- -not . the end itself. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

In Iowa C i ty, Women's Libe ration s et up -a c hild c ar e co 
oper a tive in June. Since the n there have been thr e e o ther c en
te rs s ta rted as outg r owths of the fir s t. Wom en 's Liberatio n 
p eople have been invo lved to a g reat ex tent in onl y the first cen
te r. At the m oment , things ar e going as w e ll as can be exp ec ted 
considering we have no fund s with whi c h to wo rk. T he f e male s 
and male s ha ve s tarte d to ge t toge the r in s epar ate conscio u s nes s 
rai s ing group s afte r seve r a l ve ry he ate d a rgum e nts ab out the 
value of separ a t e me e tings. It has been impo s s ible to keep in 
ve ry c lo s e t ouch wit h t he o the r c ente rs be c aus e of l ac k of time 
and e n e r gy . 

With the exception of on e o ther center , the re i s n't muc h 
fe minist conten t in t he centers. Among t he o ther g r oups w ho 
have contac ted u s a nd express e d inte rest in s e tting up child c ar e 
c ente rs , t he r e i s little hop e o f anything but a typi cal nurs ery 
scho ol atmo sp he r e with tr a ditiona l sex roles . 

WHAT TO DO ABOUT DAY CARE 

I 

Afte r having wo rked in child car e (or gan izin g an d wo rkin g 
in cen te r s ) only one thing i s cle ar and that i s that the issues of 
child ·c are are not c lea r c ut! The r e hav e been endles s di sc us 
s i ons in the wo m en 's m ovem e nt a bout child ca r e a s a r e volu tion
a r y o r r e fo rmist de mand. At t hi s point, tho s e dis cus sion s ar e 
us e less. Child c ar e is r e fo rmist i n th a t we can on ly do so much 
in thi s society . It i s rev o l uti ona ry bec aus e it i s a bas i c need of 
a ll women of all c las s es .. 

1 



(Cor~t~"n~•), ~ ...... .,... f · 8) 
Any chi ld care that women can work on now has many 

se ri ous problem;;. Must women have b een working on getting 
t oge t her cooperatiYe chi ld c ar e cen t ers controlled by the com
muni ty (people who are involved in th em). Now if these c ent e r ;; 
are rea ll y commun ity controlled there will be very few non- sex

is t centers . Most of the people involved in child care cuops are 
people who have t he time and interest to devote to working in 

centers or at least in coming to me e tings where decision-making 
takes place. So far, in the Iowa City centers, most of th e 
people in that position have been students, semi-political fre a ks 

and a few feminist-oriented women. 
At this point I am very skeptical of cooperative c hild-care 

centers wi t h any connection whatsoever with industry or busines :-;. 

I don't kr;:ow that 't hey "shouldn't ~xis t. W e sho~dd only be aware 
,..,. ·; <:;; - ; ·, . ·-. ' "-' • .,_ .~',; ~ ,... -~ -~ · ( ~ "~ ... • .. _,. . .I..._ • ~-: '. -

that the people could probably only have token control- -as 1n Lw 

state-funded chi ld care programs for low income people t ha t are 
now in existence. 

In· the next few years there will probably be several <>tiwr 
types of child care c ropping up. Univers iti es, big. bu sme.,ss , 
and th e state are all beginning to be pushed into child care by 

e ither liberal gui lt or hopefull y increasing power of women. 
They will provide child ca r e whi c h will begin to free women . . 
They will fuck up a l ot of children. Women must have child ca re . 

I only hope the children can be saved . . . eventually. 

II 

In spite of all the hassles involved in cnil d care, we should 
continue to wo rk on it. I have come to several conc lu s ions about 

·whe.re ou r time should be spent. We should continue working on 
establishing child care centers -- at minimum as a survival tool 
for women. Women should devote some ,time to working in cen
ters;, if possible. People with experi ence in setting up childcar e 
.cen t ers or coops should make their experiences available t o 

o th er people who are interested in child ca r e . (Thi s can be do ne 
eithe'r through writing on how to set ~p chi ld care or speaking 
w ith, peop l e .) W e must be cer tain to make clear to other people 
and t o ourselves that the limited child car:e controlled by the 
people at thi s time is not an end. 

· , Through the centers we work on we will be helping women 
and children survive in this system t ha t destroys· so much in all 
of us. We can b e fre e to learn our own ways of relating to chil
dren. Child care centers have the potential of bringing people 
together for mutual support and in some situations b ecome an 
intermediary step between the nuclear family and some. as yet 
undetermined living situation. 

One thing women must do is beware of wasting time and 

energy on child care projects· where the people involved will have 
little or no control. That includes most universities, big busi-

. ness, Kentucky Fried Childcare type things and state programs. 
The liberals are going to be involved in these programs, so they 
are inevitably going to exist. I just don't feel it is worth the 
frustration to put energy .into this type of childcare. These in
stitutions are not going to hand over any control to the people. 
It may be difficult, but we m:.rst learn to recognize when it is a 
frustrating waste of time. 

It is very difficult to come to any conclusions at this point 
about organizing women through child care projects. The only 

thing to say is that it is very difficult and energy consuming. 
Women who have children and who are usually married have 

very few alternatives. The least we can do is lend our support 
to the women involved in child care. We also must constantly 
try to raise people's consciousness about sexism and all other 
political issues. The ideal would be to h<i.ve · a radical· feminist 
perspective at the base of the entire program, but that is ~ot 
possible in ·most situations . 

It is very early in our development to make any dogmatic 
de cis ions about what is correct or incorrect concerning child 
care. We have barely scratched the surface in knowing how to 
meet the needs of women with children of every economic class. 
We have yet to know exactly what we are capable of doing and 
what is worth doing. 

I realize that we are still relatively untogether on the 
issue of child care. I have tried to bring to the surface some of 
the problems we have run into in our experiences in ,setting up 
child care centers. There is a, lot more analysis that needs to 

be done. 

Woma.n 7. ])e.c. II 1970 
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Minot Women's Collective 
P.-O. Box 235 
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A Directory of Womens Liberation 
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Albany, California 94706 
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1971 INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S CALENDAR 

individual copy. 
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WRITE FOR OUR COMPLETE 
ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 

TIMES CHANGE PRESS rm 33 
1023 Sixth Ave., N.Y., N.Y. 10018 

The Feminist Press is interested in 
improving the quality of chtldren's books 
and the development of feminist · and r 'adi
cal history. Elizabeth Blackwell will be 
its first book. 

For any information write: 
FEMINIST PRESS 
5504 Greenspring - ~venue 

Baltimore; Maryland 21209 

. add 10% ·for mailing 
write: Movement Media Distributors , 

P.O. Bqx 149 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48107 If you ar~ interested in working with a 

feminist publishing company based on a 
cooperati~e · structure where the publishing 
company, the writers, and the movement all 
profit equally, write: 

·Bloomington Women's Liberation Newsletter 

12 issues . for $2.00 

Send subscriptions to: Jane Feuer, 515 's. 
Mitchell, Bloomington, Indiana 47401 

'' 

We received the first issut: of the News
letter of Lousi.;i.fle Women's Liberrat'ion. 

'' They state that their .newsletter do~s no~ 
represent ' all of , Louisville W .L.. It is· 
p~t out by a Comm~nicationp Committee · 

·which will try to print anyt~irlg · Lou~S,~±lle . 
women ' wri.te - articles ·tp reflect the opin'-· 
ions of the individual writers. Louisville 
w ~ L. has . been in existence · for a litlle ' 
over a year. They have a library set up, 
a child care group of men and women have 
set up a cooperative child care center, 
women are taking karate, ·they are holding 
a class of WL at the Free University and 
have a· problem ' pregancy and abortion coun-

'• .. seling project • 
. The voice of the · Midwest needs ' to be 

heard in· the Women's' Liber·ation movem.ent. 
Ain't I A Woman? will print without 

- editing any laid-out page from a Midwest, . 
(New Mexico thru Ohio) Women's Libera - · 
tion group. We would like to encourage 
other women to start working collective
ly to avoid elitism and : destructive 

·power relationships that pit us against · 
each other. We will &~nd details on : 
de ad 1 i n e s , p a g e s i z.e'~ co 1 u ni n 1 'e n g t h , , . 
etc. if you would fike. · ·· 

' If your group wants to receive bundles 
· of AIN'T I A WOMAN?, send 15¢ per copy . 
. •Minimum bundle: 20 copies 

A 't 1 Box lib~ ln IOWA 
· CITY,fA. 

\ 1 I A 5JJtto 

V~Olnqn 
nq,me 

'Re~ ~Lar Su. b 1'i.oo 

In stit u. t\onal~ 1.. 
Libr&ry su.b. J l5'. 00 

'• . 

Subscrip~ions to the Newsletter a re 
$3 . 00 ---WL Newsletter. 

. , " 

WL Library 
113Y S. Brook St. 
touisville, Ky. 40203 

'• ' 

EVERYWOMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 
1043B West Washington Boulevard 
Veni ce, Cal ifornia 90291 

,_' 

' AIN'T I A WOMAN? is publ~shed 
every three weeks b y the Publi
cations Collective of the Iowa 
City Women's Liberation Front, 
P.O. Box 1169, Im'la City, Iowa 
52240. 

We are a collective of 10 women 
fun c tioning e i t her as a fr ont 
for a world wide conspiracy of 
_Radic'al Lesbians or the house 
cornfield of the domen 's Move 
ment . . · 

.. ' ·, 



Please address all future correspondence 
concerning a~· Journal of Female Liberation 
(No More Fun &. Games, The Female State) _to: 

Cell 16 
16 Lexington Avenue 
Cambridge, Mass. 02138 

We are no longer producing and distri~ 
buting the Journal at the Boylston Street 
address because that office has been taken 
over and is being occupied by female mem
bers of YSA/SWP (Young Socialist Alliance 
of Socialist Workers Party) who had been 
working out of that office. Since November 
14, we have had no access to mail addressed 
there. 

The takeover last week was the climax of 
a long series of troubles with YSA. The 
following is an attempt to give the history 
of Cell 16 and to describe what led up to 
the frustrating and depressing situation 
created by the takeover. 

After working together informally for 
about a year, we, along with Roxanne Dun
bar (now working in New Orleans) and Jeanne 
Lafferty (now in YSA), established our
selves as a small group to put out the 
Journal and work on a feminist analysis. 
This was in May 1969. We took the name 
Cell 16 to emphasize the organic nature of 
the movement, of which we were just one 
cell. We did not wish to be the movement 
or have all women join us-;-we wished to be 
part of the movement, a-radical and crea
tive force in finding the most relevant di
rections for the feminist movement. 

Because we were a small group and in po
litical agreement, our democracy was spon
taneous. When political disagreement arose 
with one or two of our original members, 
we disbanded the group as a formal entity 
rather than to either impose the majority 
will on t·hose who disagreed or was~~e- -time 

ict with each other. 

At this time we moved our office equip
ment to Somerville, intending that the 
Journal should remain, as it always had 
been, a strong and unified feminist state
ment. We formed a Committee to ensure con
trol over the established character and 
purpose of the Journal and the office whose 
primary function was the production of the 
Journal. In this respect the Finance Com
mittee, as it was called, was an attempt to 
replace that particular function of Cell 16. 

A Journal fund (including income from 
sales of the Journal) supported Journal 
printings and reprintings, the office rent 
and expenses, and the salary of one person 
working full time. 

Cell 16 having disbanded, the Finance 
Committee had political control only over 
the Journal, administrative control only 
over the office finances, and no control 
over any other activities in the office. 
Thus ·.there were no longer any clear-cut or 
natural limits on who could use the office. 

The office did begin to be used by vari
ous women with whom we were not actively 
associated and in whose activities we 
didn't necessarily want to participate. We 
felt that we could have no legitimate ob
jections as long as the primacy of the 
Journal was respected. These other activi
ties were being made possible through the 
Journal's financial support of the office. 

We opposed this, feeling that the action 
taken against the YS A women was inappro
priate; that until there was an overt at
tempt to take control of the Journal or 
office we were not justified in purging 
people with whom we had worked comfortably 
in the past. 

The women who had serious disagreement 
with the female YSA members left. We moved 
the office to Boston. Many more YSA/SWP 
women then "joined" Female Liberation. 

The office became a highly organized 
women's center. The weekly business meet
ings (to which we never went because we 
didn't recognize their right to alter the 
purpose of the office) presumed to vote on 
all office decisions, not just decisions 
on their activities. This was intolerable. 
And ·our political disagreements with them 
on feminism as well as their general dis
respect for us and our work had by this 
time become increasingly intolera-ble as 
well~ 

In many- of the{r statements and by the 
action of joining YSA they indicate that 
tney believe that a feminist movement is 
insufficient to accomplish fundamental 
social change. In their view SWP will be 
the vanguard of any change that comes. 
Women are merely one segment of the masses 
they will lead. 

The YSA/SWPpolitics lends them to be
lieve that they are justified 1n any inter
vention because their understanding of 
~ucial change is better than anyone else's. 
Their- function as they see it as as lead
ers of the masses. These masses must be 
molded into movements, infiltrated and 
controlled in order to be directed in the 
correct way. 

For tactical reasons they confuse the 
meaning of a group with the meaning of a 
movement. Under the guise of saying that 
'no one should be excluded from movements 
they attempt to prevent the exclusion of 
anyone from any group. This means that any 
group can be infiltrated with ease. 

The YSA women insisted on using the name 
Female Liberation as a name for their group 
even though we had always asserted that 
the name should not be used as a group name 
because we wanted all women in the movement 
to feel free to use it as the movement name. 

In our office, moreover, they established 
coalitions with groups with which we had no 
political agreement, only common goals - . 
as when whey worked with anti-f~minists on 
abortion law repeal. 

Their use of coalitions has been to give 
them access to greater numbers of peopl~. 
The effect is to neutralize the integrity 
and intensity of individual groups. 

The Journal fund was still supporting 
. the office and original Journal activists 
were still doing all the clerical work of 
maintaining the mailing lists and filling 
Journal orders. . 

It was at this point that some women who 
had worked with us previously revealed that 
they had joined YSA. They began to "orga
nize" the informal office meetings into 
democratically run business meetings, and 
brought other YSA women in. The woman on 
salary and others working in the office on 
Journal distribution became alarmed since 
the YSA had a reputation for infiltration 
and takeover. They tried to keep the YSA 
w~en out of the office, finally going so 
far as to change the lock on the office 
door. 

Since the expanded activities and ~ coali

_. tions had made the purpose of the office 
',·' confused and the functioning s.o diffuse _ 

,, that even the future of the Jou'r~al seemed ¥--

threatened, the Finance Co~ittee met and 
decided that we had to re-esta'!:>lish the 
original principles by placing the office 
money especially allocated for future 
Journal printings and reprintings into a 
separate bank account. 

This would have separated it from the 
account used generally by consent of the 
business meeting group for their various 
projects. (Up until then, these projects 
were financed largely by the Journal pro
fits, contrary to our original intentions 
when we set up the office.) 1 · 

We said that we would continue to pay 
the office expenses out of the Journal fund 
and agreed that they could continue to use 
the office provided they. didn't interfere 
with the Journal work. 

Two representatives of the business meet
ing gtcvp agreed to these conditions. 

However, at their next business meeting 
they voted to dissolve the Finance Commit
tee, to keep all the Journal money to 
choose their own Journal committee to put 
out future Journals, and to incorporate as 
"Female Liberation, Inc." under the laws 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in 
order to protect their use of that name 
and to attempt to establish a legal right 
to the money, Journals, and mail. 

The Corporation accuses us of trying to 
destroy the Women's movement by not permit
ting them to use the Journal as capital to 
finance their activities. 

Our response to this is that they are _ not 
the movement, only one of the many diverse 
groups within it; nor is the movement depen
dent on their organizing activities. Female 
liberation is a response to an objective 
reality of oppression not a hysteria drummed 
up by organizers. 

We have always asserted our belief that 
movements grow only whe., there are vital 
individuals and groups doing what feels 
most important and relevant and progressing 
as fast as they can in their analysis: 
developing and spreading the ideas that 
brought them together. 

They should not attempt to become the 
movement themselves by bringing everyone 
into their group (thus impeding its effi
'ciency and diluting its message), but offer 
their ideas and analysis to oth~rs through 
writing and talking. 

The greater the nu~ber of groups which 
are encouraged to contribute their various 
perspectives io the movement in an undi
luted fc.r·m, the rich'er and more varied the 

whole movement will grow. It will be less 
likely that it will turn into a one-issue 
movement. 

At present we are operating ou+ of our 
old Cell 16 office and again calling our
selves Cell 16. Those who have been inter
ested in or have agrt!'ed with the principles 
expressed in previous Journals should c~.J -
dress future cor.respondence to us. It may 
be impossible tcr us ever to get the mail 
addressed to the office in Boston .. 

Cell 16: Dana Densmore, Lisa Leghorn, Abby 
Rockefeller, Betsy Warrior, Jayne West 
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In our fifth issue w·e did a page called 
Things Men Can Do. It was a smashing 
success. Not suprising. Men are a 
smashing success -- writing about men, 
having a man, or the ultimate smashing 
success of being a man. What made our 
page even more successful than it might 
have been· was the liberal, easily digest
ible content. There .was ·nothing we sug
gested for men to do that was difficult. 
We suggested they discover, they think, 
they cty, they remember. Men could 
easily follow ' the advice we gave by set
ting a few minutes aside a day in between 
fucking their.chicks or running THEIR 
movement to meditate on their privileged 
position. 

The page was . reprinted in several move
ment publications (Movement with a capi
tol M not to be confused with the Women's 
Liberation Movement)· It was hung on walls 
of student or radical newspaper offices. 
But very conveniently the bottom part of 
that page was left off. Underneath our 
suggestions we excerpted a part of Robin 
Morgan 1 s "Goodbye To All That'' and an 
inch square block for men who want to 
write in our paper 'was provided sug
gesting that they sharpen their c.ray6ns. 
Conveniently we had drawn a ahin line to 
divide the type (which was the bottom sec
tion) from the handwriting of our sugges
tions so movement papers could easily cut 
off the top -- the palatable from the 
bottom. We even realize that they prob
able thought the two were separate. But 
they weren't. -They merely represented 
the schizophrenia involved in women (the 
oppressed) relating to men (the oppressors). 

We didn't give that page the time or 
the thought that we have g:lven to most 
other pages we have printed. We didn't 
talk together to iron out the differences 
that we had among us over the subject. 
We threw it together the night before the 
paper came out. The stuff that we have 
wo·rked hard · on -has -been· abou-t women and 
what women can be doing because it is 

women who need the changes we are talking 
about most desperately. And ~ow as women 
we can only struggle to relate our exper
iences and muddle through a seeming mirage 
of complexes to find a direction in which 
to work .· It is not easy to find the ans-
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wers we need but we need them and should 
not be wasting time supplying copy to a 
male mutilated and yes -- a still male 
dominated moyement or supplying sugges
tions for ·men --it is women with vhom 
our concern lies. 

The things we have written about women 
have mostly been reprinted by women, for 
it is women who are concerned about their 
_lives -- not ...men. Movement male papers 
cannot seem to assimilate the stuff we 
write unless it is about them (nicely 
about them) or· unless it_ is written in 
male movement rhetoric -- unless it is 
good agit prop for the (their) revolution. 
The personal · experiences about women 
would not be poli ti~al enough for their 
pres~;~es and the criticisms women have . of 
movement macho is, .too divisive for them~ 
Ask them to cry and they'll print that. 
Ask them to print what Seattle women have 
to say about the macho maneuvers of the 
Seattle Liberation Front and that's an
other story altogether. We women are 
probably pretty lucky that how and what 
we write does not interest the male left 
for we need time to determine where we 
should be moving and the male left has 
never cared let alone had much to offer in 
terms of constructive ana~sis for anyone 
but white radical males. 

We were really sweet and they loved us 
_ but we were not really being us -- we were 

not really being honest. We said, "Dis
cover why you can't give someone else 
your privileges", but that is to say the 
opposite of what it is really all about. 
Those privileges they hold that are de
cent we want and must determine how to 
take. That is if they cannot discover 
how to give them to us. And those privi
leges that are indecent - the privilege 
that comes by being a male in a system 
that denies the value of being female un
less you are filled with a prick most of 
the time -- those privileges have to be 
removed by any means ne·cessacy. If men 
are holding on to those privileges, they're 
going to be in the way, They can deal 
with that as best they can -- we have no 
suggestions. 

But we do have the following 
another sucessful episode of: 
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