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lin't I A Woman? 

I have been reading copies of your 
paper and in the October 9th issu~ there 
ls a double page spread of stories on the 
~anther Constitutional Convention. The 
:first story written by white women really 
horrified me at first. Then I read the 
second story which you credit as a reprint 
from Come Out wh€re, also a white woman, 
at the Panther Convention was told by a 
fr·iend that she came on like "whitey." 

The first story written is full of 
racism- only the women writing it weren't 
even aware of it. It seemed to me a repe
tition of the women's movement when one 
of the leaders of the organization that 
worked closely with the abolitionist move
ment spoke out against "Samba" after the 
Emancipation. This woman didn't have to 
put down Black people in her anger, but 
she did it and it was a discrediting 
affair to the ''omen's movement. 

A fat lot of good the Emancipation did 
i~ recorded in history and one of the big 
reasons for the calling of the Const.:tv, 
tional Convention. 

I'd like to call your attention to the 
title of your paper. You know who said it 
and where it was·said. I don't remembe r 
who wrote this in her memoirs - but as 
she was participating in a rather large 
meeting she was very upset when Sojourner 
Truth showed up at this Women's Convention. 
Yet, at t~is convention, Sojourner answered 
the stupid remarks made by prejudiced 
males in the most eloquent way. I came 
across this quote (of whoever this woman 
was who wrote this in her memoirs) and I 
copied it out in notes I was making on 
another subject - I was so afraid I might 
never again remember where to find it if 
I ever wanted. to - I told my daughte r 
about it - she was 9 or 10 years old then 

" and everytime parts o f it were quoted we 
both used to rejoice. 

My daughter introduced me to copies of 
your paper in the same way - the title 
meant Sojourner at the Convention (my 
daughter is 23 now). So, to read about the 
Co~stitutional Convention convened by 
Black people by racist sounding people in 
your paper is a hurt I can't quite de scribe. 

I think white women are more alert to 
the Women's Liberation movement right now. 

1
._. IlJls...!!gesn't mean that Black women are not 

with it, there are other political prob
lems where Black people are concerned. I 
haven't heard of a police shoot-up of a 
Women's Liberati on offi~e or a Gay Li b er
ation office. Angela Davis was put into 
solitary confinement on her arrest. Erica 
has been imprisoned for a year. When the 
establishment goes after Blacks they go 
with a vengeance. The writers in the arti
cle don't seem to understand anything o f 
the Black people's problems, not only i n 
the historical sense, the present period, 
too. 

Sophie Wessel 
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AIN'T I A WOMAN? is published 
every three weeks b y the Publi 
cations Colle ctive of the Iowa 
City Women's Libera t i on Front, 
P.O. Box 1169, Im: a City, Iov,'a 
52240. 

We are a collective of 1 0 wome n 
functioning e ither as a f ront 
for a world wide conspiracy of 
Radical Le sbians o r t h e house 
cornfie l d o f the dome!). ' s Move 
ment . 

The voice of the Midwest needs to be 
heard in the Women's Lib e ra t ion movement. 
Ain't I A Woman? will print withou t 
edit i ng any l a i d-out page from a Midwes t 
(New Mexico thru Ohio) Women's Lib era 
tion group. We would like to . e~courage 
other women to start working collec t ive
ly to avoid elitism and destructive 
power relationships that pit us ag a in st 
~ach other. We will s end details on 
deadline s , page s i ze, column l e ngth, 
etc. if you would l i ke . 
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1'Tfutt man overt/W-e sC!Y. that-awoman 
ruec£5 to 6e fie(pd iNto carrta:J~ and 
Ujt«f over dltc!Us, arul to fuwe the 
6est ;face everywfure. No6ot!J eYer 

fu[fe!_ me ~ carr~a:Jn~ or over mud" 
p;dd(es, or gwes me a best pk ... 
Amf airtJt I a women£ Look at me. 
Look at 1'2f arm! I fuwe pwwed 
and pfawul and 3~d inW 
6arM, and no Jnatl,CCJuid fuaJ nu ... 
And aUVt I a wonum ( I coufd work, M 

mucli and eM c:vs ~ M a~ when I 
coufd 3et it; and 6ear the ~fv a-s we[{. 
A nd airVt I a woinan, f -I liave 6ornuf 
tfurtem cfufdf-en arufseen tfwm 
nwst af( soY off inf'o sfavery. And 
when I crid owt with amotfur.S !Jri4 
norw 6wt JestM kard. .. 
And ai1it- I a wo11UU1- 21/ 

Sojurner Truth : Speech before the Womans 
R~hts ConventiOn.. at Akron,Obio in 1851. 

If you r group wants to r e c e i ve b undle s 
of AIN' T I A WOMAN ? , sen q 1~¢ p e r copy . 
Minimum bundle : 20 _copies · 
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MORE 

PRISONERS 

OF 

WAR 

I've been in prison now for 6 months -
a different kind of prison than the POH 
camp my friends rescued Tim Leary from, 
but a prison nevertheless . It's been a 
drag, unnecessary, and an absolute waste 
o f our time - but I will be free soon. 
It's made me understand how ('rrong our atti
tudes and actions toward political pri
soners have been. 

Hhen I was released on $160,000 bail in 
May, after a month in various jails, I was 
exiled to the very middle of Baby lon -
Fort Dodge, I owa . Placed in my parents ' 
custody (afte r all, wher e should a young 
pregnant revolutionary be sent - to keep 
her out of trouble - but "horne" to her 
mother), I was locked into my whiteskin
privilege past , f orced to live with my 
parents, except for brie f sojourns to 
court, when I have to be chaperoned by my 
parents. -Pr e tty de cent psychological t or
ture - a constant assault on ever y level 
of my identity and sanity' (can Fort Dod ge 
really be real?!): severe culture shock 
hardly des~ribes it. So my li fe energies, 
f or riow, are directed toward SURVIVNG in 
this alien world, r ead i ng the few books I 
can ge t my hands on, and grinning nightly 
when I hear the news (only to r ece ive t hree
hour lectures from my parents on morality 
and the glori es of the Republican Party). 

Our original mistake made i t easy f or 
the Feds t o impose such insidious punish
ments - on the advice of my lawyers, we 
tried (ve r y unsucce ss fully) t o pre t end that 

· I was a swee t , apol i tical voung t hing , 
hoping to win pig Julius Ho.f fman ' s f avor 

· and~ bail r eduction. (Picture me ·using 
strai ght (piggy) lawyer and a dress as my 
"weapons" a gainst the state ... ! ) Obviovsly 
the Feds knew be tter - somehow it seemed 
i mprobable to them t hat weatherwoman / fu gi 
tive Linda just " r eformed" a f ter a f ew · 
weeks i n jail ,. espe cially when I r e fus ed 
to in f orm on my f riends and "clear myse l f. " 
So we got no bond reduction, heavy and un
precedented custodial/travel r estr ,ictions, 
and, later i n the summer , another indict
ment.But even worse than Hoffman's decis
ions (which a f t e r all were pretty reason~ 
abl e given t hat he ' s a part o f t~e Enemy) 
is the sexism that has keptme here unnec
essarily all summer long . Some of my "revo
lutionary" male l awyers made empty' promi
ses and prioriti es (to calm my "hysteria". 
no doub t ) to ge t me out - and they 've done 
nothing·. I gue ss . it was hard f or them to 
unders tand t hat, being a woman, I . have any 
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important politicdl work to do in the few 
months before my trials beg in - so they 
abandoned and isolated me even more by 
promis ing to help and not following through. 

However, I'm not r eally so bitter, only 
disappointed at having a trust betrayed and 
wasted . ., I finally took matters into my own -
hands and go t a wo~an lawYer /friend t6 take 
all of my cases - quite a job, but she is 
going to get me out on the streets a gain 
soon. Some of my sisters are helping her 
with the l e gal shit, and helping me keep 
my head together - and some men, r evolu
tionaries in a real sense o f the word, who 
are changing their attitudE?s/actions toward 
women, have even joined. So I will be free 
~· Sisterhood is powerfu l - and very 
beaut i fu l. (How much I have l earned, how 
mu ch I have changed ... ) 

But we have to use our power in o ther 
ways, t oo. As I wrote t his, Angela was 
caught and now is he ld without bond. Pun 
Plamondon was captu r ed in August and 
starts t ria l soon f or bombing the CIA re
cruiter in Ann Arbor. Bobby Seale has been 
in jail for over two years . Af eni Shakur, 
Erika Huggins, the New Haven women, t he 
Panthe r 21 - t he list can go on f orever. 

. I t includes people in eve r y state , on eve r y 
crunpus - draft r es i s t e rs, kids we know and 
love and care about. He need each other to 
be free - our people and our lives are our 
bes t weapons i n this war. Having our people 
in jail is a was t e of our t i me - and we can 
do some thing about i t . 

Obvious l y , some people should probabl y 
go to jail i f they can get good deals or 
do only a few months' time . Many people who 
are now fugitives could come back, spend 
2-3 months in jail, and come ou t "clean" -
able to move f r eely , accompl i sh more , make 
more/wide r conne c t ions t han you can when 
you're under ground. So f or some, a few 
months in .the hands of the state will be a 
drag , but worth i t . 

~\fe can get some of the people out l e gally , 
through t he courts, or by raising bail 

'money , so they can have a f ew mon t hs ' f r ee
dom before t he pigs try to put them awa y . 
Skip Taube , bus t ed for harboring a Federal 
Fugitive ( gee , o f ficer - t hat ' s just my 
'lriend Pun . .. ) can be free fo r $3000. We 
got Dianne out (thanks to our New York 
sisters, especially RAT women) in time to 
get her an abor t ion. and a few month s ' (re la-
::: i ve) fr.eedom be £ore he r t -rial s .. But we j ust 
can ' t give up on people when t hev ar e cap-
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tured - we have to fight on every level, in 
every way, to ge t them out and back in the 
s t r ee ts with us. 

There are others, though, who won't get 
by so "easily". The pigs want them off the 
streets permanently - so t hey abduct Bobby 
Seale in the middle of the night, bust 
Angela despite her grea.t disguise, put 
Bernadine on their 10-mvst-wanted list. 
These sisters and brothers Ct\1'1 be freed 
only by taking a few risks. So when the 
pigs tried to put Afeni back in jail, pri
soner s al l over New York took hostages, 
rioted f or a week - demanding her freedom 
and substantive bail reforms so other peo
ple could he freed as well. (Break open the 
j a ils - the people inside are part of us. 
A Puerto Rican junky sang beautiful songs 
through the bars t;o calm my angr y tears .• ) 
Hh~n Leila Khaled was ca ptured the PFLP 
f r eed her by ri sking the anger/reprisal s 
of the world, and their own expulsion from 
the Palestinia_n guerilla command. They 
won:. So can we. 

"The revolution is upon us . Unless we 
stop them now, these young radical r evolu
tionaries will change our whole way o f 
life ," said t h e he ad pi g a t the o ink-in on 
t he steps of Congr e ss. He ' s right, of 
course - w~'re in the middle of a r evolu
tionary war, though we may be just begin
ning to realize it, accept it, understand 
what its possibilities mean in terms of 
our own lives . We have to take time to 
live , to c r eate a beau t i ful culture and 
~eauti ful lives , to love each other - but 
our love for each other means a lot of re
sponsibilitt~s , too, especially when our 
sisters and brothers get ripped off. THERE . 
SHOULD BE NO PRISONERS OF HAR. We need each 
other to be f ree, so we can gr ow together, 
learn t ogether - fight and win togethe r. 
We have to fi ght so El dridge can come back, 
s o al l my wea t her fugi t ive- f riends, Janie 
Alpert , Rap Br own can come back and live 
among us. It means changing ourselves/lov
ing ourselves a lot, realizing how much we 
really are oppre ssed , fighting f or the 
kinds of l i ves we could live if t he pigs 
hadn' t robbed us of our freedom- and our 
possibilities . We r eal l y are as strong as 
we want to be, as strong as the risks .we 
are wi lling to take to win our f r eedom'. 

Power to my brothers 4sis ters of the 
Proud Eagle Tribe. Fr eedom to all prisoners 
o f war, all fugitives, all exil es ..• Power 
and l ove to al l o f us. 

FREEDOM. Joy. 

Linda 
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(Continued from the last issue.) LNS 

I learnt that I wa.s something called 
a "refugee" when I was six or seven years 
old; I was quarrelling with a neighbor's 
child and she said to me, "You are a ref
ugees<> you shouldn't shout at me." How 
could I escape being aware of the Pales
tine problem? My parents talked of their 
former life in Haifa, my friends lived in 

· the unnatural conditions of the camp and 
we learnt about Palestine in school. · 

By the time I was 16 I was, secretly, 
a member of the Arab Nationalist Move
aent, . believing in a liberated Palestine 
within a unified, socialist Arab world. 
My elder brothers and sisters had joined 
this party before me. We planned, we 
dreaaed, we argued. I visited the West 
Bank, what was left of Palestine, and 
travelled all over it to get to know 
ray country. 

17.25 hours. Compass bearing 070 

It took June1 1967, and the l<?ss of 
all Palestine and the expulsion of an
other quarter million Palestinians to 
aake me decide that I had to do some
thing positive for the cause of libera
tion. This is the biggest defeat that 
the Israelis have brought on themselves 
~Y their military victories. They 
'brought a whole new generation of Pal
estinians into the battle who believe 
only iQ the armed struggle against Israel. 

And so I joined the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine. Last summer 
I did the full commando training with the 
PPLP, after which I was selected and 
trained for this mission. 

17.28 hours. Compass bearing 118 

The Israeli Mirages st~yed with us 
until we crossed the Lebanese-Syrian fron
tier. I · spoke to the new Damascus air
port tower in Arabic and told them we were 
going to land there - I didn't ask per
aission. He replied that we could land 
on the right runway but I told him we 
:were going to land on the nearer left 
runway because we were very short of 
fuel. 

On the intercom I told the cabin 
crew to evacuate the passengers by the 
emergency exits as soon as the plana 
had landed because it was going to be 
blown up. I asked the captain to switch 
of.f the engines as soon as w~ touched, 
<4own, otherwise we could taxi . too near 
the airport building. "I can't do it," 
he said. "Then I can do it, " I re
plied. I also told him to apply the 
brakes slowly, otherwise I might fall 
and the hand grenade would go off. In 
fact, he made a very good landing. 

~\\..~ 
\..~ .K 

~ 
A 

WHY 
SHE 

IS A 
L COMMANDO 
11:::: Still no explosion. Only two min~ 
D utes later was there a big bang and .the 

nose of the plane crumpled. My friend 
fired many shots into the wing of the 

\ 

plane to set the fuel tanks on fire but 
there was so little in them that they 
didn't ignite. · 

· So it was all over. "Thank God," I 

T said to myself. I felt very relaxed 

had been hurt. r .. · and very relieved and glad _that no one 

We started walking towards the air-E ; 1 port building when a bus came along and 
:; picked up the passengers and us. We 
· remained in .the bus for half an hour L while the Syrians cleared the airport 

_ _ building. I n~ticed my Greek friend 
'),-, and told him. !o}My friend and I did this. II 

L He burst into tears, and to comfort ' nim 
I told him I would as~ the Syrian auth
orities to cable his mother so that she 
needn't worry unnecessarily. We offer-s ed the passengers cigarettes and my 
friend gave the children sweets which 
they took cheerfully. 

17.35 hours. Touchdown at Damascus 

As soon as we stopped rolling, I 
looked into the passenger cabin and 
called- out, "Evacuate• immediately." At 
this moment the crew seemed alarmed and 
dashed past us into the plane. They 
were in their shirt sleeves and my friend 

, shouted to them,_ "Take your jackets." But 
they didn't stop. I also called, "Thank 
you for your co-operation." "You're 
most welcome," came from the co .. pilot. 

In two minutes the plane was empty. 
I only saw the last four or five persons 
diving through the emergency exits and 
I told them, "Slowly, go slowly." But 

'they didn't know who I was and didn't 
listen. 

I went down the length of the plane 
to make sure it was empty. My friend 
then placed his bombs in the cockpit. 
He dashed out and stood with me near 
an emergency exit and I threw two gre
·nades into the first class compartment. 
As soon as we threw them, we slid _down 
the emergency chute. My friend landed 
on my head with a terrific bump and I 
felt as if my legs were broken. We 
picked ourselves up and ran for twenty 
metres and waited for the explosion. 
Nothing went off. It was awful agony 
to think that the job would only be 
half done. 

Then my friend rushed back to the 
plane to reset the explosions. Because 
he is very tall he was able to pull him
seif up through another chute. I ran 
after him towards the plane. After 
a long minute in the plane, he slid out · 
again and we ran back once more. 

Since we had to wait, I said a few 
more things to the passengers to ex
plain why we had hijacked the plane: 
"You may think we are criminals, but 
we are not. We are freedom fighters. 
The United States has supported Israel 
with Phantom planes and napalm and we 
have to make our protest felt by the 
American government. We were driven 
out 20 years ago and in 1967 Israel 
took the rest of our country and drove 
us out again. We are fighting to re
gain our freedom, our country and our 
homes. Tell others not to come to 
Israel as tourists. We are not against 
Jews, but only against Zionists." 

After I had finished speaking, a 
lady, who said she was from California, 
asked me whether I had learnt my Eng
lish "in America or in England." "In 
my country," I said. "We are not as 
ignorant as the Zionists say we are." 

I would have liked to have seen the 
pilot again to ask him whether we 
had done a goodjob on the flight, 
to talk to him about Palestine 'and 
to invite him. to visit us in Jordan. 
But this wasn ~t allowed. I oQ~Y
saw one of thepursers who toldme 
that one lady had been injured get
ting out. I asked hilli to give her 
our apologies. ·· 

I got engaged four months ago to 
another resistance fighter, but who 
knows when we wiil- be able to get 
married. 

One question remains: will I have 
to hijack another plane to see my 
home town again ••• ? · 

P.OJjQ. ~ Volvme.1.. No 'l A"\~ I 



Punching Oul A Vorn.a_n 
My last encounter with rampant anti

lesbianism occurred three years ago, 
when after I had parked my motorcycle 
at a hamburger stand, a drunk young 
man who did not l ike the way I looked 
came up , to me and called me a queer ; 
and \o~hen I failed to respond, he broke 
my nose. 

The threat of that kind of physical 
assualt had hung over me for years. As 
a young lesbian , s hort- hai red and defen
sive, I slouched t hrough many rainy and 
half--drunk stree ts trying to figure out 
who I to~as. At t hat t i me, every catcall 
or muffled insul t sounded like the 
prelude to ·a gang-beating - my twrld 
was full or angry young men on street 
corners. And l a te at night I sometimes 
fantasized armies of heavily armed les
bians, ready to help me beat them back 
in black boot mi l itary fashion. 

So ~rhen finally , the real f f st from 
the real drunk young man' s anger hit my 
face, it wasn't as though I had never 
prepared for it . But during the period 
between those vi olent fantasies and the 
actual punch , I had changed my hair 
style and appearance to the point of 
not being readily recognizable as a 
lesbian. Essentially I looked like any 
other woman, except I drove a bike. 
The crazy guy was completely out of 
date- I'd been all set up for him 
eight years before that, so why did he 
wait until I'd gotten almost " respect-
able?" 

Now, in retrospect, I believe he was 
not so much punching out a lesbian as 
he was punching out a woman who was 
carrying a motorcycle helmet. He didn't 
give a damn about my choice of sexual 
partners or whether I did nasty thing 
in bed; what upset him was my intrusion 
into two of his manly territories: 
machinery and action. 

I had antagonized him, not as a 
pervert but as a somewhat l iberated 
woman - capable of acting and thinking 

Woman-identified woman. means 

I have a preference about 

who I share the shit toTith. 

on my own- and that's what he'd been 
taught to react violently against. 

The straight women involved in the 
women's liberation movement are begin
ning to face various degrees of this 
same blatant chauvinism from men: 
the hostility that lesbians have known 
about for years. They also are begin
ni ng to understand the enormous isola
tion that women - all women - are 
subjected to: isolation from each other 
because they have to compete for men's 
attent i · (whether he's a husband or a 
boss) : : .ation from activity (men 
do things while women sit and watch); 
isolation from decisions (women are 
told they are stupid and undependable) ; 
and isolation from knowledge (men 
gladly tell other men hmv the plumbing 
or the car work , and what keeps sus
pension bridges suspended.) 

The lesbian solution to a male 
dominated soc i ety had traditionally · 
been to "pass " , to hide- to pair off 
with a lover (if she's lucky) and to 
surround herself with a few safe friends 
and let it go at that. This double 
life is so agonizingly schizophrenic 
and lonely it's a wonder we didn't all 
go mad long ago. 

Straight women , as they begin to 
unravel the extent to which women are 
cheated and wasted in this society, 
are finding a better solution - the 
exact opposite of isolation. By band
ing together in small groups, they find 
they can develop strong supportive 
voices for themselves and each other, 
to help confront and change male atti
tudes toward them. 

In this process, one of the problems 
they are going to have to think about 
is the fact that many men accuse them 

COME OUT OF THE CLOSET 

BEFORE THE DOOR IS NAILED SHUT 

If there ~ s that many of us on the same crazy --

we're gonna do more than take over an asylum. 

,of being lesbians, just for taking part 
in the women's liberation movement, and 
for starting to think and act for them
selves . 

If ever there was a chance for a 
group of lesbians to talk openly, to 
teach straight women and learn from 
them and to begin to break down some 
of the myths about us, it's surely in 
these women's groups. 

Because the women's liberation 
movement is still unstructured and 
democratic, and so loosely formed, 
in fact, that no one even knows how 
many groups there are, it is possible 
to be completely open and still anon
ymous. 

Small groups of women meet once a 
week. Because the groups are small , 
it's easy to relax and get to know each 
other quickly. 

It's been a long time coming , but 
if a change is going to come, now is 
when to begin it. My present fantasies 
are of an army of ,lesbians, heavily 
armed with information and support from 
each other, launching a real attack 
against male chauvinism and anti-homo
sexualism, by exchanging information 
and moral support with heterosexual 
women. Let's get to it. 

WILLAMETTE BRIDGE/LNS 

One never knows But many do 

TH£ /V\AN'S IHEORV 
However, there are some trends 

in the Women's Liberation Move
m en t , such as s e p a r at i s m , w hi ch 
tend to reinforce false divisions 
among people. These trends are 
based on an incorrect awareness 
o f o p p r e s s ion : T he b eli e f t h at men 
as men, and not the system, is 
t h e o p p r e s s o r • Tho s e who benefit 
from the inequality and exploitat
ion in the present social system 
are not all men but a tiny minor
Ity of men and women. The "man 
is the oppressor" line has the 
dangerous possibil~ty of becoming 
a self-fulfi ling prophecy - if men 
a r e t r e ate d as the enemy t h e y may 
l;>ecome so, and the needed revo
lution will be retarded or even 
tragically diverted into sexual, 
rather than. political war_fare. 

¢ THE MAN"S PRACTIC£ 

You ' re so s t rong you can take any shit t hat comes along 

Alone again, 
I started walking, was hassled three times in the next block, de
cided I couldn't hack a t, and hailed a cab. Emergency-depression
economy-splurge. Settled in. Whew. But the driver had seen my WL 
button. Oops. All the way home, he proceeded to tell me how abor
tion was ok for them trigger and spic broads who breed so much, but 
no good for nice white girls like me. Soon I was shouting at him. · 
At the end of the ride, he told me calmly that if we women really 
pushed "this liberation thing" men like him were going to .start 
killing us, literally. "You think you know male violence--you ain't 
seen nothin' yet. These rapes and beatings are going to soar, baby. 
You can•t t ell me I'm not a king in my own home and get- aww with 
i t." I tol d hi m I was studying karate, as many other wome:J' were , . & 
we • d take a few of them wit~ us if we had to go. & here i t comes. 

A w011.AN~ .N"ov<Z.:xn~r z.o, l970 6 
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GRINNELL WLF CONFERENCE 
We arrived at Griilriell on Friday nig h t just as the first 

4jnowflakes of the season began to fall. Grinnell is an elite 
.chool, one of those "excellent" undergraduate c olleges that 
tlone of the women I went with could have afforded to go to. It's 
a 60 mile drive along the interstate, the same distance from Iowa 
City as the Quad-cities area, only in the opposite direction . 
l _'ve never been to Grinnell for a women's liberation meeting, 
but I have gone the other way, to Davenport to picket with Chic ano 
women and men who were demanding jobs. 

Women who go to Grinnell usually end up in the League of 
Women Voters, wives of businessmen and college professors-
inveterate liberals. They can usually afford to be. 

The main thing we have it). common with the women there 
is our needs as women and a co\:nmitment to or interest in 
Women's Liberation. 

When we got to the auditorium the meeting had already 
started. We came in just as a woman from Twin Oaks , a com· 
mune in Virginia, was talking about their commune- -how they 
live, what they see as necessary for survival and growth, and 
those things she was experiencing. Not much about ·women, but 
1 was proud of her, knowing that the same woman had come to 
·our meetings last year when she was in high school in Iowa City. 
l was proud of what she was doing, and struck by her appearance 
of agelessness. And I wondered about all the women in her high 
"school class who, unlike her, never had the choice of rejecting 
the university and its way of life. But I did not blame her for 

~ - .their plight. I think that's something I've learned from wome n 1 s 
:liberation. 

Then Marlene Dixon came on--not as strong as I've heard 
her before, and not as soft ei~her. More controlled, more 
burned out. She was talking about why she was getting out of 
Women's Liberation. It is a middle class, white organization, 
:8he said, and she went on to detail actions about the Equal 
Rights amendment, blas ting women for supporting it. She went 
into great detail to explain· how women should have been sup
porting extension of protective laws for men instead, and I 
~bought, "I've seen this movie b e fore." But we do it in small 
groups and we don't confuse our sisters with the women Marlene 
ia .accusing us of being. I thought, she spends too much time 
pebating with NOW, & I've he~rd that debate & we've all taken 
part in it so many times & who the hell is she talking to? She 
belittled those projects we've worked on--but they didn ' t sound 
like out projects--they all sounded like pre tty high class, frivo
lous things. 

Then came the clincher--a woman asked whether any effec
tive work would be done about racism, impe rialism, capitalism 
while you remained in college, whether maybe you didn't have 
to give that up- -Marlene replied that there were SOME colle ges 
and universities where you could do _effective work. Wow, I 
thought, OUT OF THE DAY CARE CENTERS & INTO THE 

-COLL'EGES. I've been through this movie before. Lay on a 
middle-class guilt trip but leave room for yourself. 

Nothing that happened after changed my impression of what 
Marlene was saying. The most important things to fight are 
capitalism, imperialism and racism, she said. How to do that 
except through Women's Liberation she was asked in four differ
ent ways. What movement will you go to? A lot of us wanted, 
and needed, an answer to that. Ev~ry time she responded with 
a recitation of the horrors of capitalism, racism and imperialism. 
I've known about those horrors for a long time, nothing she said 
added any dimensions to them, but I have hopes that we can work 
to end them through women's liberation. I don't see any other 

way. 
Marlene lashed out at other women for their liberal camp

aigns to change laws. I think she knew that we had spent a lot of 
time talking with women about that amendmea t. She talked down 
to all of us who have struggled daily to get that message across 
and now she was using it against us. Marlene had kind words 
for everyone but women: the. youth culture had potential if it 
became political and it would become political as soon as the 
repression-came down o~ it, which was inevitable, she said. 
The Black Panthers were the leading edge of revolution and not 
k,o be .. criticized--although Marlene seems to have forgotten that 
' she was involved in quite a brouhaha at a Black Panther confer
ence herself when she was the one "chosen" to represent women. 
So Marlene said she was getting out. Where would she go? I'm 

·· still wondering. 
I was really proud of the three siste r s from our collective 

who made the only points relevant to me all night. I'm still 
wondering about those points. 

. Marlene mentioned being at Sky River rock festival, the 
fundraising event sponsored by the Seattle Liberation Front, and 
(8he expl'i"essed disappointment that the event was non-political. 
\.-thought of our sisters in Fanshen and the Anna Louise Strong 

Brigade and their struggles within and with<;mt the Seattle 
Liberation Front and I thought about how beautiful t hose sisters 
must be. But Marlene didn't mention those sisters, _she talked 
about how when the repression starts to com e down on them, 
the yo ut h c ulture will get political, so it's all for the good. 
Later, a woman from our collective got up and elaborated on what
happened to women _at Sky River and how thr e e women were raped 
and a fourth rape was prevented by a female chauvin patrol. 
Only then did Marlene respond with any knowledge of how women 
were treated at Sky River. Somehow she didn't make any con
nection with what she'd said earlier. I thought, my god, she's 
had a frontal lobotomy, can't she see any connection with her 
statements about the youth culture? If she kne w about it, why 
didn't she talk about it? If we ' can't prevent rapes by our so-

called potential revolutionary allies, how in the hell can we 
prevent rapes of Vietname se women? If we're invisible to a 
woman wno's been working in women's liberation since 1966, 
when will. we ever be seen? To be a woman is to fight always on 
two fronts, and it's not getting any easier. I deeply resented 
Marlene for that, I questioned her honesty, something I'd 
never done before. 

Some women announced the organization of an anti-imper
ialist women's movement to sign a declaration of independence 
from American foreign policy. Women against the war? Th~ 
Women's International League for Peace & Freedom did that in 
1915 and they're still proclaiming their freedom from it. They're 
working against the draft and for a mercenary army. Some step 
forward. A woman from our collective , a woma:n who went to 
jail over the war four years ago, got up and expressed o u r feel
ing that this was a rip-off of the women's movement , expressed 
our sense of futility over such actions, over the takeover of t he 
women's centers by the YSA and our need for an auto nomous 
women's movement, and our refusal to be coopted by any 
elitist movement directed by the eastern very old left. 

Marlene's reaction was to ridicule the phrase male-identi
fied women, a term she doesn 1t use along with sexism or sister
hood. 

A third woman told Marlene that s lie was simply wrong 
when she stated we weren 1t around . during the invasion 'of Cambod
ia. We were indeed there, 24 hours a day at times-- some of us 
walked off jobs, some went to jail. But mostly we spent so much 
time fighting for our single demand, an end to sexism, that w ·e 
had little time to do anything else. Our demand was always the 
first one to be compromised so we had to fight twice as hard as 

anybody else. The sister asked, why didn' t you see us, Marlene? 
(People who do watch, did--one campus equivalent of J. Edgar 
decided the WL people were the most dangerous on campus.) 
I thought of women all over the country wh() were told by the 
suddenly conscience-stricken· liberals to take their "piddling 
provocations" e-lsewhere, that WE had to end the war. 
No response from Marlene. 

Else where in th~ s issue are excerpts from an earlier 
article by Marlene. 
In it she lays down a beautl.ful rap on women . In it she also 
raises the question of leadersnip in the women's movement. 
This was surely the Invisible Issue·, the unspoken question at 
the Grinnell Conference. Marlene never mentioned the issue of 
leadership, because in her terms nothing but NOW exists. 
She put everything in terms of a class issue. In Marlene's terms 
we don't exist because we never solved the issue of leadership. 
All the groups that work as we do- -as collectives that refuse to 
be experts and specialists--that question directions from any 

centralized group--we're all invisible. Her arguments are all 
addressed to the leadership of NOW. 

Too bad. Something behind what Marlene says might be 
right. It might be impossible to create a non-racist women's 
movement. That worries me deeply because I will not take part 
in a racist one for any amount of freedom. 

I don't know if Marlene even cared about what she was 
saying. She seemed to think it great fun when a dude went run
ning out shouting his joy at the first snowfall and many of the 
people in the audience jump ed up and left, the most exciting 
thing to happen to them all evening. Maybe when she cares 
about what she's saying, she goes to oth-er places to say it. 

I still don't know any answers to the important questions 
of how to end imperialism, racism, capitalism and sexism 
(yes, sexism, Marlene) but I know we won't get them at panels 
at elite colleges. Maybe we'll work them out together. 

How can we fight for the needs of women and create a non
racist, non-exploitative society? Nothing that happened at 
Grinnell convinces me we don't need a women 1 s movement. I 
can see that some women won't take part, and I guess I'rn sorry 
that Marlene is one of them. 
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Grinnell Personal Rx 

I went to Grinnell after going through a 
fairly traumatic week. The woman that I am 
having my first lesbian relationship with 
finally ca~e down on me for all my insensi
tivities and told me how much I had been 
hurting her. In ess~nce I had refused to see 
how different her experiences were from mine. 
She has been angry for a long time, and I 
just recently came out. The entire week I 
had been trying to deal with all the things 
she told me. When I went to Grinnell our 
relationship was foremost on my mind. 

At Grinnell the workshop that was the heav
iest for me was the first lesbian workshop. · 
I heard a sister from Bloomington say with 
anger how she was tired of always dealing 
with the problems of lesbianism in light of 
women who have recently become lesbians. 
She said that Women's liberation had somehow 
forgotten that the people who had been les
bians for a long time also have problems. 
She came across very strong with all her 
demands that gay women in Women's Liberation 
recognize their different experiences and 
accept what gay sisters have to say as being 
valid and unquestionable, because of differ
ent experiences. Because I had been thinking 
about t~is all week, what this sister said 
really hit home. 

I think the results of this discussion were 
really tremendous. First, all of us started 
thinking in terms of how all gay women are 
different. Also, I think for the gay women 
who have been angry· about many things that 
Women's Liberation has put on them, it was 
a time to get together. The result was that 
in the second workshop they were wonderfully 
together . It seems that man¥ things WLF 
(at least here in Iowa City) has been doing 
will be changed. However, I saw one potent
ially bad thing. This was pegging people 
with labels. If anything, I think the 
lesbian workshops should have reinforced 
the fact that we are all individuals and 
all of our experiences must be recognized 
as such. It will be very destructive if we 
see what the sister from Bloomington said, 
as just a call for one more category. 
Categories do nothing but divide us and 
build up false dichotomies. It is when we 
look at problems in categories that we see 
no hope for the splits between straight 
and not-quite-straight, married and single, 
gay and straight, not-quite~gay and · 
straight, and not-quite-gay and gay. Like 
we always say in the consciousness-raising 
groups -we are all sisters, and we all 
have individual experiences. 

Other thoughts about Grinnell include how 
much I liked the Saturday night all -
womens dance, how I met some really beau
tiful sisters that I can't wait to see 
again, how much I hate p~ople talking 
down, or telling us where its at~ and what 
a fantastic experience it is to cut hair. 
Also, I came away really afraid of the 
'hassle that I can fore.see. with the anti
imperialism shit. I'm very much concerned 
about how I am going to be placed in the 
position of defending a women's liberation 
movement for women only. 

d. won)of\ ~ 

.. .... 
Having only attended the workshops, .J 

can only comment on that part of the 
conference. Generally, I thought the 
vJorkshops were ioo big. A 1 so it was bad 
that women were put in the po~ition of 
"leading" workshops. Until we have better 
ways of providing resource information 
where people don't lecture or dominate the 
discussion, we should avoid putting 
ourselves in that position. Perhaps an 
alternative would b~ to write some suggest
ed discussjon topics ·and make them avail
able before the discussion. 

One of the two workshops on child 
care was very good. There was a fairly 
good exchange of practical experiences and 
ideas about child care as a revoltionary 
or reformist demand. Near the end of the 
workshop we started to get into some 
issues that we must begin to look at more 
closely. How can we organize women invol- · 
ved in child care center.s?The place of 
males in child care work and in decision
making. The concept of child care centers 
controlled by females only. Just as we 
began to discuss some of these issues the 
workshop was over. We had planned to 
meet again at the second workshop on child 
care, but we ended up with a completely 
different group of people (except the Iowa 
City ·oay Care Collective). The second 
workshop was bad.We were all fairly 
exhausted and the Iowa City people put 
ourselves in the "teacher" position. We 
talked almost the whole time about our 
situation. and problems in Iowa City. 
we were so tired, we were saying things we 
don't even believe. We realized through 
the discussions that it would be benefi
cia 1 to get together with other womer, who 
are involved in child care to discuss the 
problems and issues we are dealing with 
i n child care . 

c .... 

To me, being involved with a man and 
in WLF, no matter how liberated your · 
relationship is, (unmarried ~./or equal
itarian), is somewhat of a contradiction. 
This seemed to be the painful message 
given in at lea-st o.ne of the Marriage and 
the Institution of Sexu~l Intercourse 
workshops. Trying to unintellectualize 
marriage, and deal with it on a personal 
basis other than "we've got a groovy 
relationship" or " we've got a shitty 
relationship" is really hard. 

The reasons why we find ourselves 
almost incapable of it are varied. ·"Married" 
women feel that any problems only · 
involve themselves and their man, and 
thats where they can be discussed in any 
real way. 

There has also been the feeling that 
WLF wasn't interested in these problems, 
(often shown when a married wom2n, new to 
the group, wonders if she is welcome). 
But that happens for some good reasons. 

It's hard not to get into patching up 
marriages . that perhaps shouldn't be put 
back together. But this doesn't mean that 
WLF shouldn.'t be interested in any women's 
problems. 

We must make married women feel 
welcome, as we must make all women welcome . 
And those of us involved with men, or 
"married" must quit intellectualizing it, 
and try to understand the effects of that 
relationship on our work and on our sisters . 

• 
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It is difficult for me to write my 
reaction to the Grinnell conference be
cause it left me with a lot of mixed 
feelings on a lot of subjects, none of 
which I can tie together. I feel as if 
suddenly I don't have a handle on any
thing and there is so much I don't under
stand. Usually I think I have a pretty 
good understanding of stuff even though 
I don't know what to do. But I feel 
shaken now and unsure of the correct
ness of my thoughts. 

There were so many women there 
with a million different things on 
their minds, so no one really seemed 
to_get to talk about what they wanted 
to. Nor was there the feeling of 
sisterhood or acceptance I have felt 
before at conferences. Everyone seem
ed defensive. The gay sisters were 
very strong and together but I felt 
a real division between gay and 
straight which left me dangling in the 
middle. This was the heaviest thing 
for me that weekend. The other great 
concern I am left with is racism. 

I have been only recently ack
nowledging my gayness. Not because 
of any recent sexual experience but 
first through realizing the feelings I 
have for other women and the primacy 
women hold in my life. Second by look
ing backward and admitting what I have 
experienced and felt. By admitting the 
painfulness involved. in relationships 
I had with women when these relation
ships were given no legitimacy. It is 
the second process that has been very 
painf ul. 

I decided to go to the Lesbianism 
workshop at the conference and although 
the first workshop was closed to only 
gay women my sisters and I kept joking 
about my going--that for me they'd make 
a deal. It was important for me to not 
have to hassle with straight sisters. 
I need my experiences affirmed and 
straight sisters always seem to question 
the vai4dity or political importance of 
my experiences and I don't find that 
helpful at all and difficult to take. 
Before the workshop when some of us 
were joking about why I was going, I 
said that I was going because I was 
gay. I was so shocked at how hard it 
was for me to say that. 

At the workshop everyone had many 
different experiences and those women 
who have been gay for a long time re
sented having to be constantly concern
ed with how they relate to straight 
women and whether they threaten them or 
not and there seemed quite a division 
between those women who came out through 
WL and those who were leading gay lives 
before WL. I really felt that there was 
validity in what the gay sisters said 
but I felt really torn, unable to talk 
on this subject to straight women and 
not really legitimately gay. 

Women are of prime concern to me 
and I am critical of any revolutionary 
groups when they are sexist but I am 
afraid that my criticism of third world 
revolutionary groups could become 
racis t or that criticisms that WL 
as a whole has can turn to be racist. 
I don't think my concern is uncalled 
for cause just as I didn't know at one 
time that what I said to gay women was 
sexist I may not even know consciously 
whether I am being racist or not and 
I am ver y worried about it. I hate to 
think I would have to make the choice of 
fighting for WL and. being racist or 
compromising women. 
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MORE ABOUT GRINNELL 

• 

Though the conference as a whole was 
disappointing ~o me, I met a lot of 
women who I felt an immediate close
ness with. In workshops on Saturday 
I began to realize just how a right-on 
sister was relating to the group; I 
recognized women who were struggling, 
questioning, changing. And I recog
nized those who were still relating 
in old untrusting structures, who 
were reacting as "liberals" but not 
really ready to change their minds. 

~ 
Confrontation 

Late Saturday night, after our 
a 11-women party, two sisters were 
just outside the dorm, rapping, 
feeling intense, hugging each 
other. --F-ou-r men wa 1 king together 
hassled them -- and they reacted 
with vocal enough rage that five 
more of us came outside and 
screamed at them~ told them to 
move on and FAST. They moved. 
WE moved, kept yelling, stayed 
together. They shut up too; some 
of the women dropped back, and -
TWO of -us marched four of them 
as far away as we wanted them to 
be, before we ran laughing back 
to the door where our sisters 
were watching. This is written 
with love to my beautiful sisters 
from Bloomington, Indiana who 
took that walk with me and 
in the c~ld air awoke to a feeling 
of strength I'd never known .• 

• 

~ 
I feel a new confidence now in 

my perception, in relating to other 
women and in working in a group. 
We have all learned defenses and 
there are so many women with the 
same defenses against the same I 
oppression. There are a lot of 
things to make us feel threatened 
anyway; we must struggle not to 
threaten each other. Only if I am 
really honest with myself can 
others trust me to be honest with 
them. If I say I'm relating to 
you and I'm actually relating to 
a category, I have categorized 
you and that is a racist-sexist
classist kind of structure. If I 
say "you" when I mean 11what you 
represent in my eyes" I am being 
unfair to you the individual. We 
have grown up accustomed to wear-
ing blinders like, this. When we 
tear 'em all down we can maybe 
see each other as whole people. 

8. 

The thing I liked best about Grinnell 
was the apple juice, the stew, the bread, 
and most of all the solidarity of the gay 
women. 

The first night we all stayed in the 
same place and talked late. On Saturday 
we held two Lesbianism Workshops--one for 
gay women only and one for straight women . 
Although an hour and a half is hardly time 
for gay women to cover all that they have 
to say to each other, we began a discus 
sion that we have continued intensely in 
IOWa City. In the first workshop a woman 
from Bloomington, Ind. acknowledged the 
importance of Women's Liberation in the 
final elimination of her guilt at being 
gay, but with some bitterness said she had 
been messed over by Women's Liberation 
seeing gay relationships in heterosexual 
ways. Women who had become gay through 
Women's Liberation were asked not to say 
anything so that women with a common 
gay experience could think about their re
lation to Women's Liberation. This mora
torium on Women's Liberation gay women 
talking came at an unfortunate time for 
one of the sisters from Iowa City who had 
just realized that gay women were the only 
people in Wom~n's Liberation who she felt 
could understand her experience and from 
whom she felt needed support . I don't 
think there needs to be a split between 
old and new gay women, but just that each 
get a chance to understand their different 
experience and the inter-relationships 
between the two. 

During the first part of the workshop 
for straight women another moratorium was 
put on straight women talking. They list
ened while we talked and interestingly 
enough instead of being defensive we dwelt 
on the little cultural things that being 
gay we have and draw us together. I 
felt a real strength and sol;darity that 
came out in a way surprising to me. I wa,s 
prouder and more free to be myself with-
out fear of judgement. I felt so free 
that I danced. 

Before the conference I often 
didn't understand my sisters when 
they were offended by things to 
which I didn't react strongly. 
Now I have a clearer idea of what 
does rip off women. People who 
are making a new society, people 
who say they are revolutionary, 
cannot be excused for taking one 
single gain at the expense of 
other oppressed people; if they 
do they're not changing anything, 
just jockeying for position with
in the old cruddy structure. I 
won't make excuses for the male
identified movements that depend 
on the subservience of women to 
get their shitwork done and make 
their "gains." 
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frGcess 
Being collective in this society is 

against everything we've been conditioned 
for. Collectivity is only a process right 
now. Ideally it will be honest sharing, 
gut-level trust of others, sincerely felt 
responsibility for the well-being of 
others. Presently, those intentions must 
stem from humanitarian instincts that our 
religious up-bringing cultivated rather 
than based on any experience, since they 
are contrary to the sexist, imperialistic, 
capitalistic, racist, fascist, all-com
petitive societal standards that are per
meating our minds every minute of our 
lives. I haven't yet felt collectivity, 
but I can still differentiate between my 
intellectual, and partially gut-level 
belief in its rightness and the trusting
ness I think it's going to become. 

Collective living is a means to raising 
our consciousness(es?) to a collective 
consciousness, which is not, in my opinion, 
completely possible within this antagon
istic society. It influences everything 
in our personal ,lives even though we 
attempt to shut it out of our dwelling 
places and meetings. In relation to our 
society, the atmosphere in and intentions 
of our living collective are true collec
tivity. Yet, we have not been truly col
lective, nor can we be, as long as we are 
only a microcosm in an alien environment, 
that environment having nurtured us and 
not failed in fucking up our heads. 

I don't mean we can't act collectively 
or think collectively or possibl~ even 
feel sincerely in that direction. I main
tain, however, that our attitudes are in 
the process of changing-- the living col
lective is definitely a positive, neces
sary influence but we are not capable of 
total· rejection of life-long influence 
of values and methods while functioning 
within the society that propagates the 
oppressive system we're undermining. 

We can build our need for collectivity 
by practicing it. We explore its meaning 
by practicing it. We can start to know 
how it feels (as opposed to intellectually 
knowing it) by practicing it. We can 
practice it. Practice. Practice and prac
tice. It's all we can do within this 
system. 

And when many, many women have come to 
understand as much as is possible about 
collectivity, and these women collectively 
feel the need to experience true sisterhood 
within a collective society (I believe it 
is called socialism), the oppressive sys
tem which has kept collectives functioning 
as microcosms will be overturned. In 
order to accomplish thi~ the collective 
living, collective acting, collective think
ing process will have to go on ... and on ... 
and on .. . toward the revolution we feel 
coming. 
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It's like my "whole life I've been worrie4 
about one quarter of my mind or another. · 
I used to love people i~ an all consuming, 
total, ultimate--concern, way. It was like 
having a constant crUsh; it went right to 
my stomach. It was incapacitating to a 
great extent except that I was so disci
plined that I could control when I'd let 
my mind think about the one I loved and 
so I managed to function. 

I could never understand why I loved the 
women I loved. Granted, I was at that 

-time a very disciplined, scientific person 
who would never let my feelings get the 
better of me. It seemed to me that my 
love feelings had no rational basis; they 
would come over me almost immediately 
upon meeting a person. I was afraid that 
t hey stemmed from only the physical being 
of the person, and this I thought was not 
a good enough reason for loving. So given 
that the love I felt was so unreasonable 
and incapacitating, I was a lit tle dis
satisfied with it. At the same time, the 
people I l oved made my life meaningful and 
gave me energy and I was very happy with 
it. The best way of expressing what love 
means to me is this zen telegram: 

S-e-e'\"'~ 1:1..~; biM·Je '"'
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I've t hought alot about the immedia t e 
intensity of my f ee l ings about some women 
because i t has bothered me a l ot. But over 
the years I've observed that my percep
tions of people are hardly ever wrong. 
Lots of times when I meet a sister for 
the first time I feel a huge compassi on 
and empathy for her. I think it's because 
a person's experience and what they've 
gone through shows in their face and the 
way they carry themselves. You can see 
suffering through a woman's eyes. 

I can't figure out exactly when or why 
my way of feeling love changed, .but I do 
remember that I had a hard time realizing 
that I still was able to love--it was just 
that my way of loving had changed and I 
couldn't recognize it. It's not very 
clear cut at all and alot of things that 
you wouldn't think would have to do with 
it, had to do with it. Like. politics and 
Women's Liberation. The change in my feel
ings on love had to do with my conclusions 
about the format in which I as a person and 
my love for another could survive and grow. 
I discovered while relating to a woman in 
an exclusive one to one relationship, that 
it inhibited my freedom as a person. The 
constant tension created in me between what I 
wanted and needed to be and do and what the 
format of the relationship allowed me to be 
and do gradually destroyed our relationship. 

· The time I spent on Women's Liberation was 
resented, because she was left alone and who 
could blame her. She started going out with 
a perfectly nice boy who I was incredibly 
jealous of and whom · I hated. The one to 
oneness of our relationship made all this 
fatal. 

The qther thing I discovered later is that 
Women's Liberation isn't a 8-5 job. It is 
a process and a way of living and I wanted 
to live it and not just work at it. I 
guess some other women must have felt this ' 
way because 8 of us formed a women's 
collective in which we now all live. What 
I want to do with my life is be a revolu
tionary and you just can't do that in my 
opinion within the context of a 1:1 rela
tionship. Either being a revolutionary 
requires too much time to allow enough 
time to make the relationship work or as is 
sta tist i cally probable the woman you love 
i sn 't interested in bei ng a revolutionary 
too . 

AnYway, I found myself f eeling much more 
evenl y about people--fewer highs and lows-
more like a s teady good feeling . I was les s 
incapacitated and less hyper. It's prob
ably t he discj~plined sober oc.r t of me 
which makes me think t his par t i cul ar rh<.~n;o,'; 

is for the be tter. My feelings were so in
tense and seemingly based on no t hing that 
I was afraid that they mi ght end just as 
unreasonably as they began and I would have 
no control over it. 

' 

Being married, I sometime s fee l very much alone 
Because 

If the nuclear fa:.1il v (read marria .:;e) i s some t hin ;:'; 
we , are determined to do away ',Ji t h 

a s a norm 
Where does that le ave me? 

If a relat ions hip wi th a ~Rn - f or that's what i ~ ' s all about
has no fu t ure 

And a man is will in ·~~ to c h ,,n !~ e a r ole, 
to try and un-role hi mse l f 

As I must try and un-role rue 

What do we do 't 

And yet, I know 
t hat at times -

A Vvlom an ( ! ;1,l o ~r. ') o, 17 10 

Another thing that may have to do with 
the change in the way I l ove is just a 
theory of mine, but it may be true. (It 
involves the fact that t he change in the 
way I felt love came tust _as I was getting 
into Women's Liberation.) Before I got 
involved in W.L. my time was more taken 
up by people I loved. After I got into 
W.L. my commitments to other people chang
ed because I'd made an ultimate commitment 
to feminist revolution. This really only 
governs my time, but time -has a way of 
effecting everything. It didn't affect my 
love, its intensity or what people mean 
to me--just the time I could devote to ex
pressing it. To say what I'm committed t o 
do says nothing about what I'd like to do 
or rather do at any one particular moment . 
It tells me what I must and. should do and 
sometimes that means disciplining my feel
ings. 

Since I've written this, it too has been 
questioned and now I don't know where I am . 
Two women whose opinions I respect question
ed my nice pat intellectual conclusions 
about 1:1 relationships. They said I 
sounded bitter (Now, that in itself is 
hard for an old poltyanna like me to take . 
Although, I'm beginning to think optimisUc 
people just hide or channel their bitter
ness--it ·makes us less angry, but more able 
to function.) That I had been hurt and am 
now running or at least keeping myself 
from becoming so involved again. 

I don't know how to handle that, because 
it contradicts my conception of myself. I 
thought and thought about it and I don't 
know how to go about changing my behavior . 

Yes terday , I finally could not think 
about it anymore. After a good night's 
sleep mydevastat~d r~action that the bes t 
t hing t o do would be not relate to anyone 
anymore is subs iding and the pollyanna in 
me is taking over again . I've always been 
amazed at how my body and mind reacted in 
healthy ways t o t hings. There must have 
been a good reason why my mi nd couldn't 
think about it more. Dwelling on pain is 
construct i ve only up t o a poi nt and then 
it destroys you. Knowing this, the cells 
i n my body and mind took the pain away fro~ 
my consci ousness to work on :i;t wi t h, ,.·the : 
strength of nature . 

I wish I could tell you 
How sorry I am 
I'm beginning to realize 
I hurt you 
I can only say 
I hurt you - I'll stop 
I care about you 
How can I hurt you? 
You told me 
I've loved women differently 
You told things you had felt and seen 
I said, I know I know 
I don't know- I'm sorry 
Women have struggled together 
How can I forget? 
You told your experiences 
I said I doubt it 
How could I? 
I can see your anger- I'm sorry 
Why can't I trust you? I'm sorry 
As even now I can't tell you, I'm sorry 
But th·en I 'm sorry is not even enough. 
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WH ERE ARE VJ E GOING? app e aring in the Februar y , 19 70 skill is so central to communication between women and all -others-
s pecial issue on women of RADICAL AMERICA. women to women, women to men, women to children- that it is not 
(S ee page for information on ordering the magazine.) surprising to note that intuition is also central to political 

communication among women. There are no words for communication 
which occurs on many complex levels, so that it is quite possible 
to have two complete communication processes going on at once-
the articulated and the implicit levels. At the women's con
ference the overt process was all in a man's vocabulary of pol
itical rhetoric and analysis, while the covert level was alto
gether different •• • 

• •• The strength of the women's movement is rooted in the real 
oppression of women, while its future potentiality as a mass 
movement clearly depends upon the quality of the consciousness 
t hat women develop. Both the socialist and the consciousness
raising groups (in early meetings) were in this sense correct . 
Ult imately, the strength of -the movement wi ll r est upon the 
depth of women ' s unders t anding of t he nature and origins of 
their oppression and upon the hones t y with which they are able 
to face the psychological terrors of open rebellion. It is a 
~earful thing for a woman to be a r ebel, as much for the \ 
Movement "wife" as for the average housewife. · 

Indeed, much of what passed for "ideological struggle" at 
the (Chicago , 1968) women ' s conference was in fact a disgusied 
str uggle bet ween t otally rebell ious "independent " women and 
radi cal women who work primari ly within women's caucuses. The 
tension that surrounded the unspoken fears of women concerning 
t he consequences of open rebellion often took the form that 
women, and other oppressed groups, are most familiar with: 
turning upon each other. Much of the pathology of the confer
ence ; particularly in terms of personal animosity and suspicion, 
could be directly traced to the degree to which each woman was 
sti ll dependent upon men for her evaluati on of herself. The 
boldest and most fearless women were clearly those who had 
bolted from,- or never belonged to, established leftistorganiza
tions; they were followed by those women still in such organi
zations, but active in women's auxiliaries. The unattached 
and curious women, newcomers to the movement, were the most 
t imid and confused. · 

The defensiveness that characterized the ,.,orkshops and 
plenary sessions was the expression of an overriding anxiety 
about being able to justify the existence of a women's movement. 
rhe Invisible Audience present at the _Chicago conference were 
the very "male heavies" who had done so much to bring about the 
existence of a radical women ' s female liberation movement . The 
Tadical women had a prior history engraved upon their foreheads: 
Ruby Doris Smith Robinson presenting The Posi tion of \~omen i n 
SNCC (1964) provoking Stokely Carmi chael's famous reply: "The 
only position for women in SNCC is prone " ; Cas ey Hayden and Mary 
King rousing a storm of controversy for their articles in Studies 
on the Left and Liberation; and the December , 1965, SDS confer
ence greeting a discussion and floor demonstration on the issue 
of women with catcalls, storms of ridi -cule and verbal abuse. 
"She just needs a good screw" , or (the all- time favorite) "She's 
a ~strating femal e" . 

Women had learned from 1964 to 1968 that to fight for or even 
to sympathize with women's liberation was to pay a terrible price: 
~hat little credit a woman might have earned in one of the Lef t 
or ganizations was wiped out in a storm of contempt and personal 
abuse. 

The strategy t hat · the leftist women had adopted f or t he Chi
cago conference was to develop a "politics" wi th s ufficient ana
lytical merit to force the men to recognize the legitim,cy of the 

I . 
women s movement, a tactic which has paid off in the Movement by 
1969. Socialism, Revolution, Capitalism were thick in discussion. 
~ITCH, Consciousness Raising and Radicals met head-on in debate, 
amid many hard feelings. The trouble was that none of t hese 
analyses, and _this unf or tunately es pecially applied to radica l 
women , seriously linked theor y and practi ce i n s uch a way as to 
l ead t o strategies f or acti on . For instance , the radical women 
had not yet begun to push for day care centers in working class 
? r ganizing, although when they at last found an action, they were 
t o become as fanatical and sectarian in rejecting ail those whoae 
~inds remained unblasted by Truth as the non-Movement women. 

The " i deology" of t he . radical women was , by and l arge, an 
.academic exercis e i n t he art of the "i ntel lectual male heavy" in 
t he Movement. The r adical women were deci ma t ed by the i nvisible 

J!)ale audience. Thus, .the real split among the women hinged upon 
t he significant audience that women addressed: other women, or 
Movement men. The audience determined not only ideology, but 
·t he role women took i n wor kshops and debate. Also, most crucially, 
t he choice of audience de t ermined the ability of one woman to 
understand another. Yet, irrespective of t he origin of stressing 
politica l analysis above all other elements of t he women' s move
.1Jlent, or even the r ather vulgar Marxist-Leninist character of 
early attempts, the long range effect has had tremendous impor
tance to furthering the intellectual maturity of the women's 
movement. 

At the conference , and i n lat er cont roversies , the basic 
'division be tween women i s us ually r eferred t o as "consciousness
;ltaisi ng" vs. "radical" or "bourgeois" vs. "revolutionary ." The 
~es are very· misl eading f or understanding t he di vision, but 

.h ighly indicative of the nature of the misunderstanding ' between 
·~•omen. 

Women are trained to nuances , to l ist eni ng f or the s ubtle cues 
. •w±ch car ry t he message hi dden under the wor ds . It is part of 
· ·t hat special skil l called "i nt uition" or "empat hy" which all female 
~~ildren mus t learn if tpey are t o be succes sful in manipulating 
;o thers t o ge t what they want and .t o be s uccessful in 'providing 

. .. the bat t l e was waged in a po l itica l vo c abul a r y , but 
th e issues h ad really to do · with basi c o ri e ntation s t o
~ ard wome n . Th e wi ld ca t g r oup s took woma n ( as mys t ical , 
rebel l i ous, expres s ive an d my s te r ious, o r a S e n raged) as 
thei r ideal , while th e leftist women we r e us in g le a der 
i nt el le c tual ( t h e role f rom wh ich a ll re war ds f l ow in 
the Mov ement) a s t he i r s . The traged,Y of t h is mi s under
standing wa s th a t po l itical p olarizati on - n e e d les s 
p o l a r iza t ion - was th e res u lt. Th e wi ldcat wome n , man y 
of who m hate t he movement b it t e rly because o f t h e ch au
v i nis m they e xperien ced i n it, dismi s sed t he l eft i st s 
a , unliberated spok e s women f or th e s ubmersion of the 
women's str u ggle i n the " r evolut io n a r y " stru gg l e ; wh i le 
t he l efti s t wom~n dismissed t~e wildcats as h opelessly 
a-p olitical and counter-revoluti onary . Th at e ach mi ght 
hav e l ea r ne d f r om t h e o t h e r, t h at al l s har e d re a l con
dit ion s o f op p r es s ion , was ob s cured. 

Another battle was waged on t he level of sentiments, in the 
suspicion of leaders. The resentment against women who seemed 
in charge (such as experienced by ~1aril.yn Webb and others who 
had worked hard, and thanklessly, to bring the conference about) 
was real, a product of all of the participants' experience with 
established organizations. Women had suffered so much from the 
oppression of 'male heavies ', whether from a boss on the job or 

·a boss in the movement or the boss at home, suffered from being 
forced to be camp fo l lowers, ignored in decision making and treat
ed generally wi th contempt f or their intellectual and moral 
qualities. Their resentment, therefore, of any woman who even 

. appeared to be playing a typical male leadership role, whether 
true or not, bordered on the pathological. 

The women's movement, like the black movement before it (and 
most rebellious movements in their early stages of development) , 
is torn by suspicion and rivalry: everyone wants to be a leader, 
or to be in a pos ition to achieve recognition f or which they a r e 
starved. But no one wants to admi t it. Years of s econd class 
citizenship breeds in people an enormous hunger to be recognized. 
If one's hunger is to be once again frustrated, t hen, damn it! , 
no one else is goi ng to enjoy the pleasures of recognition either. 
The result was that ' leaders' 'led ' by virtue of doing hard, ugl y 
work and then bent over backwards trying to appear to be 'non·· 
leaders'. This, of course , fooled no one . The long nurtured 
secret hunger f or r ecogniti on has been hidden f or so long i t had 
taken on a magical, fear f ul meani ng - - no one could t al k about 
it. It remained, at the conference , unexpressed and sour, a 
slow acid eati ng at the women's movement, guaranteeing that it 
will remain segmenta l i zed, split i nto tiny groups i n every 
major city and r egion, unawar e of its potential size and power . 
Thus the issue of leadership ,' of democrat izing t he s tructure of 
the movement, of f i ghting against t he manif old corrupt ions of 
elitism is not only a maj or problem in poli tical t heory f or women , 
it is the practical problem which mus t be solved before the move
ment can reach its ma turi t y . The alternative i s death through 
facti onalism and di s integrat ion.,, 

• .. radical women , eve n in the face of a large, we l l 
funded l ib er al o r l ef t - libe ra l organizati on -such a s 
t h e Nat i onal Organi za tion of Wo me n, r e mai n ti e d to a 
male a udien ce , defin i n g th e mse lv e~ i n terms of me n ' s 
organ i zat i on s exc lusi v e l y and c on t inui n g to regar d 
wome n oppo rtunist i cally , a s a n othe r gro up to further 
the str u ggle . So lon g as wome n r e main tie d to the 
men's ' line ', and b lind t o th e i r own exploitation b y 
white middle c l as s ma l e rad ica l s , it wi l l not b e r a d
ical wome n who d o th e o rgan i z i n g . Th e organ izin g wi ll 
b e d on e b y politica lly unso ph i sticate d, pro fo undl y 
l i b era l wome n whn a dd ress wome n ' s op pres sion direct l y . 
Un les s t h e r adica l wo me n get themse l ves t ogeth e r, i n 
the i nte r e s ts of the i r oHn opp r e ss i on and . the oppre s ·sion 
o f all their sisters , a mas 3 mo vement domin a t e d b y an 
ide ology o f ' l e t us i n ' (~nd not ' s e t us fr ee ') will 
de v e lop i n th e n e xt fe w years . · 

Wome n must face facts . Me n will ne ver , un til forc e d 
by ci r c umstan ces , pl ace fi r s t , or e v e n u rgent , p r i ority 
up on a st r u g g le against t h e opp r ession o f '7 ome n ... 
Me n must ca r r y t h e burden of 'wh ite mi dd l e cl ass guilt '; 
t h ey canno t l ive with the growing recognit i on that in 
thei r daily lives the y e xploit and opp r es s; a n d so , 
they s tru gg l e agai n s t women an d again st t h e a lmos t i n
to l erable p r o cess o f se l f-r e c ogn i t i on wome n are no~ 
de mand i n g t h ey undergo. 

For example , it i s n ot an acci de n t t h at ra dica l wo me n 
have not been organi zing . The e nergi e s of r a di ca l 
wo men hav e t oo l ong been defle cted i n to a rguing- pleading
justify i n g their cause , i. e . to ~ ightin g male ch a uvin i sm, 
male s upre macy, in t h e mov e me nt . Thei r s h as been a p r o
fo undly a-pol i t ical , p e r son a l i z e d stru gg l e , one de v o t e d 
t o pe r s on a l l i b e r a t i on. It is i ronic t h a t r a dical wome n 
s o wrapp e d up i n t h eir sex l i v e s and Mo ve me n t careers , 

con1.\nutd. on nex~ pa.q2-
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so obsessed with personal liberation, have been unable 
to see the contradiction in turning to attack (as utop
ian, apolitical and bourgeois) women who are doing no 
more than the same thing, onl y with more boldnes s , 
originality and courage: women refusing to marr y , 
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GAY SISTERS GET TOGETHER 

Midwestern Gay Women are having a 
retreat to talk, Nov. 27-29. We have 
discovered a place called the Cedar Lake 
Retreat Home just outside of Milwaukee, 
RR#4, West Bend, Wisconsin. It can be 
had for a reasonable cost and would be a 
beautiful place for us to hold a retreat 
over the Thanksgiving holidays . . We 

women setting up liberated communes, women concerned 
with raising children collectively, women who have 
tried to show the possibilities of experimentation with 
free lives. 
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Male supremacy is a man's pioblem, and they are either 

with us rir part of the problem -- the solution is their 
responsibility. What is important is building an army 
that will attack the brutal inhumanity and injustice 
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would stay in a large farmhouse on a 
large piece of land, have access to a 
beachhouse and exclusive use of the lake
front (not much use to us in November). 
In short, after being welcomed by. a 
representative of the place we would 
enjoy complete isolation. 

of a capitalist society at every weak point of its 
abusive exploitation of the powerless, that will spread 
the idea of liberation through all the web of contra
diction and oppression that destroys human beings before 
they are half begun in life. The arrogance, duplicity 
and culpability of men who will not admit the power and 
authenticity of a mass movement based upon the oppres
sion of women- all women- is to ' be condemned, in the 
name of revolutionary disci :,line, for they weaken and 
abort the liberation of a people. These men are dupes 
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We woul~ have to bring ou·r own food 
and do our own cooking, of course. 
Share of thi cost is 3.50 per person. 
Plan to arrive--in early afternoon of 
Nov. 27. For any further information 
on this, contact Ain't l ~Woman? and victims of their own society, containing within 

t~e~ s elves the image of a ruling class, for theyex
hlblt contempt for human beings, opposition to the free
dom of ~uman beings, · an absolute refusal to stop bene
fiting from the exploitation of human beings . Let ~ 
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them come ~long or get out of the way. 

T!Je Fe.b., ;J1(J /s.JLJe.. g./. lla.cl,.c"'L /lmer/c.;t..- on Wdmt.-n 
C11..n be.. ar rle.r e..d for 7S ¢ -1-r.,., ; 
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WOMEN SEEKING ABORTIONS: 
Call 

FAMILY PLANNING INFORMATION SERVICE 
212777 1504 

CLERGY CONSl! LT ATION CENTER 
local branch · or telephone national offices: 

212-477-0034 
254-6230 
466-0351 

LOCAL- 'WOMENS LIBERATION GROliPS 

WOMENS MEDICAL! GROUP REFERRAL SERVICE 

for under 12 week pregnancies call 
2 12-7 44-5640 

212-472-9164 

5J1d3 

Specific CLINICS trying to meet the needs for all women : 

WOMENS MEDICAL GROUP } 
EASTSIDE MEDICAL GRO.UP . 133 East 73rd St.. NYC 

both groups serve women under 12 weeks only
using the vacuum aspirator or "suction" method . 
These groups also do followup counselling and 
fit for birth control. S200. or less 

212-472-9676 or 7 
l!N I 9000 _ 

OR . MICHAEL BERGMANN CLINIC (name may be changed) 
SO lning Place . NY\ . 

Women must h:;w 111edical ··•mfirmation of pregnancy before gomg here . 

WOMFNS MEDICAl SERVICES 
takes referrals from Clergy Consultation Centers 

S200. 
As final resort. call Women\ Health and Abortion Project 

. c/o Wom·en's Center, 36 West 22 St .. NYC 
691-1860 or I 
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Women who are 14-::!2 weeks 
pregnant have no other legal choice than 
to try to get into a hospital for a 
"salting-out .. or saline type abortion . 
This involves direct injection into the 
uterus of a 20'7r saline solution to 
induce labor, a method for more 
complicated than the simple "vacuum 
aspirator" or "D and C" type used for 
earlier pregnancies.' The Board of Health 
recently (Sept. 9) did a non-routine 
investigation of the materials used in 
this procedure~ and then suppressed the 
findings . Because a brother was able to 
rip off this report. we are able to relay 
at least some of the data: In 23 City 
~all- borough) hospitals. the saline 
solution percentage ran from 17-23.4% 
in contrast to 20'/r . Sterility was a 
serious question . Samples of saline 
solution were found to be contaminated 
with : 45 pieces of blue thread-like 
fibers (synthetic); I human hair ( 3" 
long); 20 blue micro . synthetic fiber~ 14 
pieces of glass. I /S i!lCh in size; traces of 

· formaldehyde; I:! pieces micro glass -
I Sec in size; white crystalline sediment 
on standing; micr ·•· and insoluble 
numerous foreign particles - wood , 
cotton . synthetic fibers. and also hlack. 
microscopic carbonaceous particles! 
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The trapped wo nw1 is at the me re y 
of the man 's techno logy . What can a 
woman do'l 

COSTS : Costs vary with the 
length of the pregnancy a nd where the 
operation is perfor med. For early 
abortions the follo win g applies: 
Available to NYC women Onl v: 

Municipal ho spital s ~ $ 160. 
Vo luntary Hosp. clinics - $ 150-$300 

Available to all wo men: 
Vo luntary Hosp. private patients -

S350-$650 
Proprietary (private ) hospitals ~ 

S350·SSOO 
Do ct ors' 

SS0-$300 
offices and clinics 

Right now. richer women go to 
privat e hospital s and poo rer women go 
to non-h ospit al clinics and doctors' 
offi ces. By forbiddin g abortions in 
offi ces and low-cost clini cs a residency 
res triction is impose d o n poor wo men 
onl y while r4,·h W<l men c·ontinuc to have 
fr ee access. NO step forward to n1 eet 
won.lcns· demands for abortio ns has 
ken made. Our de mands for abortion 
c·:1r c· arc: FR EF. LEGAL. SAF E. ON 
Dl ~IAND 11 ' 

DISARM RAPISTS! 
The Women 's Health and Abortion 

Project in Ne\\ York . :l6 West -:!2nd 
Stree t. NYC. is finding out more about 
detail-. of cost. capacit y . residency 
re,trictions. etc .. as well as doing 
abortion referml. They do not regard 
themse lves a:- a social work ageney hut 
want to help their sisters in need and 
work in the most political way possible 
~ i.e . to help build a strong broadly 
ba sed women 's movement . to change 
the health system. to give women 
control over their bodies and lives. 
Local w~men 's liberation groups into 
abortion counselling and referral are 
asked to contact WHAP and to send 
literature and information to them so 
that they can help out -of-state women. 
Th ey suggest pressuring doctors. 
Pl a nned Parenthood , and other 
instituiton s to set up high 
quality-lowcost Clinics in the State. 

·············································•••··············••••·••·················•·······•···•·····• ··•·· 
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' WOMEN'S HISTORY RESEARCH CENTER,INC. 
- ' 2325 Oak, Berkeley 

Open most anytime 
call (415) -524-7772 

A research, lending, corresponlijng, and selling library of women's literature . Work done 
by women using it. A running catalogue including addresses to order materials in available 
at cost _10 other groups to avoid having to start from scratch. For $1, a bibliography of 
items in our files with addresses (as of July, 1969) for ordering the material; for $5, a 
packet of action project ideas, and perio!lical, paper, book and book review bibilographies 
(as of Sept, 19691 of WL interest; for $2 addenda to bibliography to Jan., 1970; for $4, 
addenda to bibilography to Aug., 1970. A synopsis of women in world history is available 
for $1 including poster and postage. A paper on the suffrage movement in Western 
Europe is 15C plus stamp, Redstockings Manifestos East and West likewise. A SPAZM 
newsletter of women's news, April to December 1969 (personal statements, news events, 
reviews, etc) is available: 30 issues for $15 to individuals, $20 to institutions. 
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my heart is the echo of a 
projected into silence
locking itself in because 
the need to touch 
can become the need to die. 

t here are too many choices. 

11 

words don't answer questions 
l ike why people breathe, talk, touch 
l ike why i sometimes find i can't . 
move-

words can't answer pain. 

111 

i haven't been able to touch 
( t rust) a woman for a long 
t ime. 
t he sickness has gone that far 
before i begin t o locate the 
pain. 

ain't no antibiotics for this, babe 
t he doctor j ust skipped town with your fears 
& some stranger ' s in control of your needs. 

lV 
'· 

i ' ve never made love to a woman. 
i ' ve made l ove t o & been fucked by a lot of men 
but right now i'm too 
aorney to make love to anyone 
& i'm too lonely to love 
myself. 
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Now what shall I do with such a feeling? 
alone 
deserted 
unloved 

I can cry: tears of hurt and self-hate: cartharsis 
I can run away; it's worked before 
I can talk; but it won ' t help 
A poem or ..... 

Don't worry: 
I won't possess you 
I won't stifle your love for other women 

It's counter-revolutionary, ..... 
jealousy 

Subversive to sisterhood (loving women) 

Like the rich--
Their guts won't agree to sharing ' 

Like men--
Their guts won't give up their privileges 

We must take them if they are to be ours 
And so with our love I so jealously hold: 

it must be taken. 
Taken by the sisters to be shared-- it's not vicious 
But my stomach can ' t agree: 
I've been trained to hoard everything that's 
important: survival in America . . it's political and 
understandable? 
My stomach will have to learn-- ad j ust 
Sisterhood is post-revolutionary behavior now 

Its pain and struggle and beauty together 
Someday I'll see the other side-- your side. 
I'm not r eaching out and giving love to s1 sters as you . are-
Lack of confidence, fear of hassles, who knows why, 
But now I must deal with you and your sisterhood -
! can struggle as 
lonq as .vou and the sisters understand and care. · 
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