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The following discussion took place between Myrna Wood, a member of the Women's 
Liberation Movement, and a woman who lives m a small city of Eastern Ontario, Canada. 
Eastern Ontario is a rural, economically depressed area, non industrialized, so employ· 
ment is often seasonal and wages low. 

These two women met through a community organizing project in 1965-67. Their 
friendship formed, in fact, a Women's Liberation group of two, and their discussions over 
the years have affected not only their consciousness as women, but also the growth of 
their politics in general. We think women in the movement can benefit as much from this 
discussion of women's consciousness and conditions, as from the more theoretical papers 
in this issue, but let the interview speak for itself. 
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"And I think that 
Women's Liberation 
could be a really 
great group." 

You came from a rural mining area .... Would 
you like to go back? 

No. I wouldn' t like to go back now becau~e 
I'm married to a laborer and the mines aren't 
really working. There is also a very large steel 
plant in the town, and it's not working either. 
It's bought out by a big company. None of the 
men of the town are employed, and haven't 
been for a number of years. 

There wouldn't be many jobs? 
No. So therefore in the first place, with 7 

children and a husband, I don't want to go back 
because he wouldn't be able to find as much 
work as he does here, which is not a whole lot. 
The pay is bad. 

I heard that Nova Scotia is now getting a lot 
of American factories, labor-intensive industries, 
because of the low wages that you mention. Do 
you think the people will benefit from having 
those JObs, or would they be better off to mo'le 
to Ontario? 

Well, I only know from experience, but one 
factory was opened in our home town and it 
produces bathroom t issue, kleenex and this kind 
of thing. They start right from the pulp, cutting 
the trees, and righ t to the finished product. It 
takes up several miles-just the factory itself 
takes up a mile. The union brought in the 
laborers from Quebec to build the place-and 
when the whole thing was completed there wer" 
three local men employed there. The rest are all 
French Canadians brought in from Quebec who 
work for even less than our men do. And so the 
whole town is in an uproar about this. 

Oo you know why the people from Quebec 
come ther,'? 

I know that the company brought them in 
be-:ause they even bui lt a subdivision of very 
cheap housing that these people cou ld buy, or 
!LISt live in as company houses. And, of course, 
you can't blame the French Canadians because 
\\here they come from they are even more 
desperate than we are down home. I f you live m 
a town, a farming commun1ty or a mining town 
or anything like that-there's all kinds of them 
around Quebec- and somebody comes around to 
you and says " I f you're willing to move 1200 
miles we'll give you a job, we'll give you a house, 
it's steady, we' ll pay you so much money," well, 
you wou ld be a fool not to go. But these poor 
people are really discriminated aga inst down 
there. Of course, Nova Scotian people-well not 
all of them but particularly around that 
town- hate French Canadians and this hatred is 
really building up because ... there's nobody else 
to blame, they never think of blaming the 
company, so they hate the French for coming in 
and tak ing all their jobs. And they are making 
less money than our men make, but the men at 
home would have worked fo r that money. They 
would have worked for anything, just to have 
had a job. 

It sounds very much like the Southern United 
States, in more than one way. For instance, I 
know that you had a black village near your 
town called Nigger Hill. You've been 
sympathetic to the Black Liberation struggle 
since the beginning of the civil rights movement 
several yea~ ago and I wondered what you 
thought of the way that the struggle has 
developed since then. 

Well, I feel that-like I was all for them when 
they tried to get together to vote, and all these 
things. I suppose I'd have to say that right now 
the way the situation has developed really scares 
me because I think that the black people are so 
desperate that thev are ready to do almost 
anything to gain their freedom, they're ready to 
die to gain their freedom. And I'm not talking 
about freedom that they got a hundred years 
ago, I mean real freedom. Like the same equality 
that the white man has. I don't know if I'm 
saying this right, but if the black man ever got to 
the point where he was willing to go all out and 
stage a big revolution and really fight for what 
he wanted-and this happened a hundred years 
ago in lots of places like Haiti where they just 
broke loose and killed and k illed-1 often 
wonder like where w1ll myself and my children 
be in that kind of situation, because we are 
white. My sister is married to a black man, 
where would she be? It's really hard, you know? 
And yet at the same time, I don't blame them a 
damn bit. 

Would you describe what your family was 
like? 

It was a big family and a small town. And my 
father had a good job and a steady job, better 
than most men in the town but we weren't the 
r ichest people in town because there was one hill 
in the town where the richest people lived. And 
this is where the mayor lived and the old 
colonel , who incidentally had a black 
housekeeper who kept having children by him 
all the time and the whole town sort of throught 
that she was cute as long as it wasn't brought 
out into the open. Like when she walked down 
the street with the baby in the carriage, the 
women were very upset. 

My mother and father had 10 children and 
I'm the oldest of ten, and most families around 
there had anywhere from 10 to 18 kids. We 
didn't have a large family. We d1dn't have a 

whole lot of money but we didn' t really do 
without a whole lot either. We always had lots 
to eat and fairly good clothing. Like we were the 
kids that had clothes for school and play and 
sunday school-a different outfit for all three. 
Whereas some kids didn't have good shoes to 
wear at all. We were a little better off than a lot 
of people who depended on the car and steel 
company for work and only worked a few 
months. And we did have a farm where we 
raised a lot of our own food, vegetables and fruit 
and we always had animals. 

My father works for the government; he's a 
power plant operator. Before he went to work 
for them, when I was about 9 or 1 0, he worked 
at the car and steel and in the mines. But he was 
also the kind of man who said, " I 'm the man 
and the father and I have to provide for my 
f11mily and therefore I'll do anything and to hell 
with the welfare-you just don't do that." And 
if the car and steel closed down he worked in 
the mines. 

Your family broke up, didn't they? 
My father left my mother. I think they were 

separated long before he left. 
1-Vhat do you think that did to her?-
My mother? Well. you have to understand 

that this is a very, very small town, and when 
my father left it was with another woman from 
that same town. They live in a house about a 
mile from my mother and you know, my 
mother's pride is hurt, she's very bi tter. She 
started drinking, she started smoking, she does· 
n't drink all the time, but the frustration builds 
up until finally she just sits rlown and gets a 
couple of bottles and gets stoned right out of 
her mind and then she goes along for a couple of 
more months. But it's a pretty bad scene when 
she does. Because she'll go out sometimes and 
we never know where we're going to find her. 

Her whole life left her when your father left?. 

Right, because my mother never did anything 
except everything my father wanted done. She 
lived her whole life for him. He said supper at 4 
o'clock and that's when it was there, on the 
table and waiting. And he said this is where we'll 
go on Monday night and that's what they did on 
Monday night. But it was always what he said 
and what he wanted. My mother never did 
anything on her own and she never had even a 
dime to spend without his OK. 

How did you leave that small town? 
I left there because I became pregnant. I had 

left home, doing housework, and my mother 
found out I was pregnant and she broke the 
news to my father, and he was going to ki ll me. 
She quieted him down and calmed him-took 
care of that end of it. Really why I left was 
because I was pregnant and we were fighting so 
much. And he used to b.eat me up and he used 
to beat my brothers and sisters up too. I was 
scared, and so I left. My mother asked me to 
come home and we talked about it and she cried 
a lot and she cut her frui tcake-1'11 never forget 
that because my mother never cuts her fruitcake 
before Christmas day-this was about two 
weeks before and she cut a piece and 
she's crying ... and I really felt bad. Because I 
had hurt her. But then I found that it wasn' t her 
so much, as what if the neighbors found out. 
That's what she was worrying about more than 
that I might have to go through something r~lly 



difficult bec~t;se I was young, because I was 
only 15. 

So they sent you away to th£• big city?. 
Yes. I re.JIIy thrnk to be fair wi th my mother, 

that she was hoping that if I got away I mi!flt be 
able to gain some o f the things that she never 
could, r.ause I know thosP are things that my 
mother always dreamed of doing. Lrke getting 
out of th at town anci seeing places that she had 
never sr·cn She always used to preach about it 
to me you know. Get your education. get a 
qoou JOb, you :an be a nurse, you can go to 
France or Germany or any place you want and 
s~e things that you'd never see o therwise. And 
that's the only way you can do it is if you get a 
good educatron and earn lots of money. 

What aiJout you th:Jn, when you were young 
and got to thf' big ciry, did you want to do 
something INStdes get m.1rried? 

Yeah, I thrnk I would have- 1 don't know 
then, though - ! wa; pre tty young and pretty 
lonely a nd sc;uect all the time. I had lost my 
baby and I had really wanted it-like that was 
the first thrng that I ever had that was really 
mine and that I cou ld really love. And it was a 
pretty bad experience. It took me a long, long 
time to get over that 

I think that maybe if I had never met anyone 
who wanted to marry me it wouldn't have 
bothered me th ot much bt~caust I was happy 
work rng. I had <1 fairly good JOb I really liked, 
and i t was really a surprise to me that I could do 
it. I found that when they trained me for 
somethrny I learned it fairly qurckly and 1 
enjoyed it. And th, t su rprised me. Cause my 
lather was always telling me wh at a stupid bitch 
I was. And I really think down deep I believed 
n, you know? Still do. So when you find that 
you can do soml!thrng it really comes as a 
surprise and I'm not berng bo<Jstful I was really 
amazed that I could do it. 

Buc you did get m<~rned? 
Yes, I really, really looked up to him, when 

we wert! first married, I d idn't thrnk he cnuld do 
anything worng. I worshipped him, and that's 
very IJ,JcJ m marriage Because I found out that 
he was humnn after dll, and I h<rd to ledrn to live 
wrth him. And it isn't too bad, livrng '.':ith a 
human being. 

Back 111 those vears wh.u did you chink of 
birth control) 

I didn't know anything about it. Obviously. 
We didn't hav~ the prll and the only other thing 
I had ever trre;d afte r the first baby was a 
di<1phragrn. But I'm allergic to the rubber and its 
the same with a condom, so I couldn't use them. 

What do you think of it now that you have 2 
teenage children? 

Well, I have two ch ildren who are old enough 
to either get pregnant or cause someone to 
become pregnant and I think they should know 
and that's why they've been told. I would like 
my daughter to be rn the position that if she is 
going with someone she should have birth con
trol pills. I'm a frrm believer in that, because I'm 
33 years old, and I'm not stupid enough to think 
that she's never going to do anything before 
she's married . And I don't ever want her to have 
to go through an experience like I did. Either 
because she has a baby and tries to raise it alone 
or because she mrght have to give it out to 
adoption, or bec<Juse she rnrght have to have an 
abortion . I would prefer that all those things 
never have to be dec rdcd I would prefer that she 
could prevent it. I also know that there are a 

whole lot of mothers who don't th.nk that I'm a 
very right thrnkrng mother Too many people 
thtnk that 1f you rand out the p II to teenaqers 
there IS go:ng to be more of trew dOr'lg th·ngs 
that thry shouldn't Well, dof'l't beh vet~ "t 

Do you think most women tJre diSSiltisfJ~d in 
some way wl/h !heir ltoJes' 

Rrght, even the one's who say, 'Oh, those 

crazy wornen's liberatron groups Aw, those 
women arc ruts" .md stuff hke thrs rhe !J rl I 
"'ork for is i:l prrme ex,nnple. It's very fuf'l'ly, but 
the first time I ever 'Tlentronl!d women'$ Iibera 
tion to her she surd thost' women ilriJ crcuy Anu 
another diJy we were talking about her h~.osbanr! 
having left her wrth two childrrn 11e's .n the 
army, and hv sard "I'll grve you so much rnon~y 
a month and if you don't like it I.Jdy you can 
lump it hec:Juse if you try to mdke trouble for 
me r'll l)et a postrng" lrn ;mother country And 
consequr.n•ly even tho she's only a small per 
sor., hr w. ~ ' '1119 huc}C apartment< ze garbage 
cans dow!' tv..o and three flqhts of st~ rs 
scruhbrrq •rd waxmc thv ~dl , of the cJpartm '!lt 
building so thdt silf' could get h~· rent cheilp~• 
so that sne cou!d s•r I I ve there. Besidt-'5 i!ll thi~ 

she rs look 1 .rftu he dp<Jrtmert, two chrldfc 1, 

and runnrng off to work cJch day Lnd wo•k ng 
eight hours. She Sdid she Nas gorf'lg out of her 
mine!. 

A couple of times while her husband was 
gone, this friend asked her out and she went 
because she was just so fed .rp, as she put it. 
Immediately, every woman in the apartment 
building was saying she was a •lo·good tramp. "A 
married woman with two krds and look at the 
goings on-three ttmes she's been out." But 
nobody would have ever thou(j1t twice had 1t 
been the other way around. If tt had been him, 
they would have said "that poor man, can't 
blame him really, if she's gotng to run off c:nd 
leave him with those kids." And this is wnat I 
said to her, and she sclld "Of course, it's 
true-the men own the world" and I sard 
"Exactly-that's what women's liberation is all 
about because they shouldn'L ' 

Well. I didn't get anywh e with her the fr•st 
time, but the second ume $he was li~tcn'ng. I 
don't know what might hcppen D month from 
now. That's all these women need is just 
something like that in therr own life to wake 
them up to what they're rrally dorng. Becau~c I 
think I would be safe rn < ying that hal, the 
women in the world are not even aware of the 
fact that they're ~owntrodden, or put upon, or 

whatc, ... r the., 'I v a~ you want to put it. They 
arf' '"lOt wJr of It bee, u~ they never stop to 
thrnK of ''· bcc.Juse rn •rr mothers were like that 
and trerr JrJPJ T'Oth r<; Jnd air the women they 
know .. rc. I 1<£> thut ancf so 1f they know 20 
women und trey h.,.~ • d brt of dn edge on those 
~0 wo:T' 1 !11 y thrnk they've got It made. This 
rs th whole d, :nn thrng. 

1• • doPS yo 1r lwsb;md rh111k c>f Women's 
LJberutionl 

Scare~ l'm to de .th But at the •orne t •ne he 
I stens and v e tall< ;bout a ot of thmgs ;rnd he 
always Cf'ld• p saying th PIJS Ike "Well, 1 don't 
care If you get rllcr, lid You Ciln get libcrawd 
all you want, but I'm .rlw.rys the boss around 
here." B1Jt I thrnk he really~~ seated. 

He was saying co me that he thought me,, 
were cs oppressed, if not more oppresst1rl, than 
won1en. 

That's trUl' and you will find, JUSt rn our own 
.Jcquaintant;~•hrp, lew couples where the wtfe 
rs rc Jlly very dominant. We know this couple 
where thrs guy doe~n't h~\1<' one m nute to 
hrmsr f <lr notnrng that h c .. n call h1s O\',n, 
t~ vre is rot 'I rg 111 hrs hfe. And hrs wrfe 
cont !1Uously b tc~.-~ .. t h m. Why does she brtch 
at 11m' Bu·. JS sh_'s so damn frustrated wrth 
the way she h<lS to lrv~ But she •• very unh~;Jpy 
c>nd ,o she takes rt out on her husb~;-rd . He is 
opp•esscdl I k ow that r~ feels this wdy becaus, 
he ~~ - w.u·l<,r .,,., P, a~d he. c,m't frncJ joo; 
suitzlll-e to r .... se hrs childrrn lrke they should 
be- dnct he works 12 hours a day srx days a 
week rtt~ re are a rnrllron men JUS I lrkc him in 
tht world. Well, goad rn1r1 rt, they're not liber 
ated either. Thr~ rs wh t wl're f1qhtrng for, is'nt 
it? Equnl pay, equdl trmc, equal rights. 

So sh~'s doing the same thing to him that 
most men do to women) 

Rrght, and 1f she can't get what she wants any 
other way, by bitchmg, by crying, by figh ting, 
thrn she usc~ r _x, It's very stmple. And eventual· 
ry he's the k nd of man that gives into her. And 
my husband ooks ot thrs guy .:nd says: "that 
poor bugger, talk about oppressed, that poor 
bugger needs to be liberated " What I would like 
to make hrM see is that they both need 
sometring better. 

And jt's li~e my own husband who is layed 
off right now ,md that's why I'm working, He 
would rath r I didn't work and prefers to have 
me horne He knows that I've got 7 children and 
the house to ruP and that's enough. He knows 
that the•e's .: lot of other things that I like to 
do, like thr~ for instance, and I don't have t ime 
for it, and yet rf I wasn't working, I still 
probably couldn't do th;;m bec~use I couldn't 

afford to. Bcc ... use it does take money for 
babysi tters to go to meetmgs and if you get 
involved tP things it does take a certain amount 
of trll"e. And rt JUSt as not avc;.lable because we 
can hcrdly survivf'. And what happens then is, 
that I g:>t so worrred and involved in these 
problems at home, tt>at I couldn't do anything 
and functio, properly in any group anvwav. It 
realty makes it hard. But then I ~ ~o realize that 
the only v1ay that we're going to get out of it, is 
1f we get togtthc and do sowething about it So 
no matter now I ttle ti'TlC and money you have 
you'rE. going to have to do 11 eventually anyway. 

Most women would find it very difficult to 
get 0111 of the house t'1 work in the movemem 
or to evan go to mwtmgs one or two nights a 
week. 

Yes, tr"'y wo<.r d. Probably three fourths of 



those women, although they'd love to go, 
couldn't they have children, they can't leave, 
there's no money-it's just not possible. 

And they might have problems with their 
husbands, too. 

This is true. And I think th is is part of what 
women's liberation is going to have to do; like 
rt's not the university men because I think they 
know-or maybe they don't really know, I don't 
know what I'm talking about here- but the 
ordinary workmgmen have their weird ideas 
dlJout women's liberation like that the women 
ar~ going to rise up and beat hell out of them or 
somethmg. They're really scared. I mpa· how 

many women are going to stand up and fight 
their husbands night and day for something, it 
makes rt a really bad home to live in and you 
don't want to be fightmg with your husband, 
because most women love their husbands. And 
would like to more so if they could . But they 
get so damn frustrated with the way they havP 
to live that they can't. 

So what's really got to be done is tha· these 
men have to be educated m what the hell we're 
fighting for because what we're fighting for is 
really lor their betterment. too. I mean, hell, if I 
can go out and do a job and make the same 
money that a man would make doing the same 
job, well I'd be making double the money I'm 
making now so damn 11. I'd only have to work 
two days a week to make what I'm "'·•king right 
now, and I could have three days ill home. So 
I'm bettenng my famrly. If he could understand 
that I'm fighting for better workmg conditions, 
better pay, better jobs for women, that's to his 
advantage. 

I don't think that you can get " really good 
women's liberation movement wi thout somehow 
or other involving men because in thrs kind of 
family, let's face it, if I want to get rnvolved in 
something that's going to take a day, or two 
days, or two nights a week. who rs going to 
babysit > Well, my husband. He has got to believe 
in what I 'm doing or he's not going to spend all 
that time babysitting. I f I argue with him and he 
says "Oh, go" then what's going to happen, he's 
gorng to be mrserable and who is gorng to pay 
for n> The krds .... 

And you. 
Rrght , and I'm not gorng to go because I 

don't want that kind of situation at home. But I 
also frncl I don't know abou t other husbands, 
but with mrne- rf I si t down and talk to him and 
listen to wha t he's saying, sooner or later you 
frnd out what the fear is. Then, if you can 
discuss rt and make hrm understand how you 
feel and porn! ou t what rt is that you're trying 
to do. nrne trmes out of ten he can seP. Not 
always But a lot of the trme he can see where 
you're rrght Or, he might say, "Well. alright, if 
I! rne<J;1S that much to you, I don't go along with 
rt, but QO ahead." 

What docs he think of your working? 
Well, I don't really know. Because he never 

w<Jnted me to work, ever. But this wrnter when 
he's been unemployed well, I sard rt's l;etter if I 
work because we're not going to survive the 
wrnter tf I don't. And I got a chance to get thrs 
!C\U ."-<l I really like rt and in that I'm really 
lucky because a lot of women arc dorng work 
that they don't like to do, and I 'm getting fairly 
good pay, so therefore I don't mind gorng to 
work. 

There's a big change from the way your 
lwsl>.md felt about your t'IOrk tnQ in tht• past 

Right, even, two years ago, he wouldn't even 
hear of 11 But I also know that if I kept on 
working in the summer and if we were having 
trouble with all the children being at home, he'd 
probably get upset and he'd want me to quit. 

How much do you make? 
I make $1 .55 an hour and for a salesgirl that's 

not bad, around here it's usually $1.30 an hour. 
You and I are exactly the same age and have 

similar backgrounds. What would you say ac· 
counts for the differences in our lives' 

Number one, seven kids. Makes a big differ· 
ence. 

You had the seven children and I didn't. I got 
divorced. 

Something that was strongly put into us 
when we were growing up was that once you got 
married you stayed that way. You never got out 
of it. During the years when things were really 
bad and maybe I had lots of reason to -get 
divorced, or leave or just !Jive it up, that was still 
there-you stayed no matter what. And I stayed. 
Besides, by the time I got to thinking, well, to 
hell with it, maybe I would leave, I'd already 
had four children and what was I going to do 
with them, and in no way do I want to leave my 
children. And really now, after 16 years, I don't 
really want to leave my husband either. We 
don' t agree on a lot of things, sometimes I feel 
him to be unreasonable, and sometimes I feel 
that he's domineering, but like I said before, I 
had to learn to live with a human being. Well, 
he's doing the same thing. And all and alf, I can't 
think of anybody else I'd sooner live with. 
Besides 16 years makes a lot of ties. Although at 
times, I 'd like to be away, maybe when my kids 
are all grown up I'll be able to go more, 
but- how can I explain it- 1 don't ever want to 
be really free of him all the time. 

What do you think of the women's liberation 
movement. 

Well , you may not like what I say, but I think 
right now that the women's liberation move· 
ment isn't doing a whole hell of a lot to help me. 
And when I say me, I mean my krnd of people. 
Although I really think it wou ld be a great thing 
that if I got pregnant I could go and ask for an 
abortion, I don't thrnk that's the most im 
portant thrng in my life right now. I know it's an 
rmportant part of it. Although I think it would 
be a really great thing to be able to come in and 
say to my husband "Sorry, I'm gorng away for 
the weekend," and demand my freedom, that's 
not the most important thing. And I think that 
the women's liberation movement could be a 
really gr('at group. 

What is the most important thiffg? 
Well, those things are important because 

they're all tied in together, but they are not the 
whole thing. I think that women's liberation has 
got to be the kind of group that is willing to go 
out and educate the husbands and men, and it's 
got to be involving people like me and the things 
that are really important to us, like if we've got 
to work, a job where we can earn a decent 
salary, or women who are !iving alone should be 
able to support their own families. A woman 
who would like to have a child and is not 
married, there should be some kind of way that 
she could support that child as well as if it had a 
father, because that's half the stigma of an 
illegitimate child, isn't it, the fact that its not 
going to have the same advantages as a child 
with a father. Why? It should have. 

Most of the people in the women's movement 
now are unmarried and young. 

And this is one thing that's wrong with the 
women's movement. Women's liberation cannot 
possibly be for just unmarried women, it can'.t 
be just for university women, it can't just hP. for 
white women, it has got to be for every woman. 
Every woman has got to be involved. And 
you've got to have a meeting where you can 
listen to what I want to beef about, because 
these are the things that are wrong with my life. 
These are the things that I want to be damn well 
liberated from. You want to listen to the lady 
down the street and the woman from the 
university because her beefs are legitimate, too. 
But you can't liberate one group of women. It 
isn ' t going to work. You take the miners in 
Scotland when they decided they were going to 
ask for rights; they were going to claim their 
rights, they were going to have a union, this is 
the only way they could do it, is to band 
together, so if one damn mining colliers group 
got together, do you think they would have got 
their rights? Damned, if they would. And I 
know that you really believe in women's Iibera· 
tion, but the article that was written by whats· 
his-name, Tiger (who wrote Men in Groups) 
well, maybe he had a point there. 

He says that men can band together. 
He says that men have the abil ity to band 

together and that women don't have it. Well, 
OK, when are we going to prove him wrong? 
Because we haven't proved him wrong. We know 
damn well that he is wrong, but if you're going 
to liberate only one type of woman then you're 
doing exactly what he's saying. Why can't the 
female doctor come together in the same group 
with the female nurse, along with the female 
teacher, along with the female housewife, or 
unmarried mother, or a black woman, or a 
yellow woman or that red Indian? They're all 
females. And if you don't do it you haven't got 
anything. Because I'll tell you, I would probably 
be safe in saying that a whole lot more than half 
of the women in the world are not university · 
educated women. And when it comes down to 
the things that I feel are the real issues, better 
jobs, better pay equality and all the rest, well 
these women really need it. And this is some· 
thing that they understand and that's the place 
to start, isn't it? 

I was thinking, when you say men have 
banded together you were referring to unions 
and men do have experience because they work, 
while women are usually in their kitchens. 

That's right, they needed to get together. 
And you'll find, too, that if you look at men 
and women as groups you'll find that men as a 



group-when they go out in the evening, they go 
bowling with the guys, 90 to the pub with the 
!>lJYS, they sit around and talk about things, they 
might even fight. But at least they're standing on 
an issue somewhere, even if it's a stupid issue 
and means nothing. Like who is the strongest. 
They've done this right down through the 
generations. Or they go to a lodge. Have you 
ever stopped to think of a lodge, my father 
belonged to one. There's a really unique experi· 
ence where they get all dressed up in th~ 
stupid·looking outfits. And they ~ tflrough 
little secret ceremonies and they have to orove 
all these things before they're accepted. They're 
secret societies just like my little boys have. 
They have the same thing in college-fraternities. 
Sororities, too, for the women, but I'm talking 
about women who don't go to college. We've 
never had that experience and this is the 
majority of people! 

S<J what do women do, they get togethe over 
coffee, they might do their mending or they 
might do a quilt, if they are country people. 
And what do they do-they talk about the one 
that isn't there. And about their husbands and 
what dirty deals they got and about their kids 
and how worried tlley are about them, and 
everybody tries to outdo everybody else on the 
best housekeeping and the best cooking and 
getting their laundry out the whitest and the 
earliest because these are the things that have 
always been the most important to women. 
Until recently. And I'm wrong there, too, 
because even as far as the early part of this 
century, women were concerned about other 
things, because we had the suffragettes, let's face 
it. And even when I was a little girl I can 
remember hearing about the suffragettes, these 
terrible women who at one point went on a 
march and stripped their clothes off and walked 
down the street naked and how disgraceful it 
was, and even though I was brought up to think 
these women were crazier than hell and the 
worst kind of women, I always kind of admir~d 

them. I always thought if I had lived back then I 
would have iikec to have been a suffragette. 
Probably why I'm here. They d':i do a whole lot 
for women. Up to then women didn't even have 
a vote. We should carry it through. And can you 
imagine what those women went through just to 
have a march or to say ''I'm sorry dear, your 
supper will not be ready today," because that 
was really important in those days. God, they 
must have gone through every kind of hell to do 
that. Those husbands were real tyrants! But they 
did.. it. 

Women are really put down-they've been 
put down so damn long that we don't really 
think that we can do anything. It's like me when 
I went to Toronto and got a job that I really 
never thought I could do. It's the same thing. 
They're made to think that the only thing they 
know how to do is to look after the home and 
children and most women think that they can't 
even think anything half way worth bothering 
about. When, really, if you sit down and get 
women to talking about things, besides their 
kids or problems with their husband, they can 
say some really great things and they don't even 
know they're saying them. It you just stop and 
listen, and then you have to make them aware of 
the fact that "Christ, you thought this up all by 
yourself-you're saying it," because they don't 
realize that they have a mind. 

Wllat would you say the future of our present 
movement would depend on? 

Well, that's a foregone conclusion-it depends 
on getting all the women involved. Not just 
single women or young women. I don't think 
that women's liberation is going to do a whole 
lot for me, because we don't have time-l'm 33 
years old, by the time there is any great change 
made-let's face it, it's too late tor me for a lot 
of things that can't ne changed. But I'd like to 
think that if I worked tor it, 1t would mean a big 
change tor my daughters. And I also feel that if I 
can get thinking this way and other women can 
get thinking this way, then they can talk to their 
daughters-so they are going to have a whole 
different outlook and it's going to be a whole lot 
easier for them. Not only that, but they can do 
the same thing with their sons, which is really 
important. That means that women's liberation 
in the next generation isn't going to have to go 
around educating all these husbands. 

Do you think that we could have a time when 
we would not need the family system as we have 
it now? 

Yeah, probably, it's going to have to change. 
If I knew as much now and looked at things the 
same way as I did when I was 17, I might never 
have gotten married and yet I really wanted 
children. This is a change in family life right 
there. No woman with several children can hold· 
down two steitdy jobs mdefinitely, sooner or 
later your body is going to give out. You can't 
do it. A man is physically stronger than a 
woman and he couldn't do it. So there is going 
to have to be some kind of change there or 
women are never going to be able to do what 
they'd like to do. And yet I couldn't picture my 
life without children. Even if I went back now 
with the same knowledge I think I'd still like to 
hRVe children. And you can't have both the way 
it is now. I know how tired you can get. And I 
have a husband and children who help a lot. But 
there are a lot of women who don't have that. If 
I was alone with those 7 children and had to 
work it could be a really bad situation. So if you 
want all these things, obviously the family 
situation ha> to change .. 

To refer back to Mr. Tiger, a lot of people <:ay 
that women do not have close relationships with 
each other. They are always in competition, as 
they were trained to be. But I notice that you 
always have friends that you help with !heir 
problems, either financial or personal, and they 
help you in rerum. Therefore, couldn't you 

imagine women's liberation groups beginning on 
that level-as housewives and friends around tile 
block. for instance, get together and discuss 
their problems in a more fonnal way than just 
having coffee in the morning? 

Sure they could, there is no reason why they 
couldn't. I might go to one place and the woman 
has certain problems and she needs someone to 
talk to about them-she's alone with children 
and so if I'm sympathetic and she knows I won't 
say anything-she'll talk to me about them. If I 
can help I do, and then I mi!tlt go to the next 
house and she might have certain problems and 
it's the same thing over again. But the woman in 
the first house doesn't want the woman in the 
second house to know that she has any prob· 
lems, and vice versa. I don't know why they're 
that way. 

They think their problems are unique and 
wmething to be embarrassed about. 

Ri!tlt. they're embarassed about the fact that 
they're in a fix. For instance, one woman on our 
block has no husband, her husband deserted her. 
That woman has never really gotten over it, like 
my mother, and it's not "what the neighbors 
think" and it isn't really hurt pride. I think it's 
the fact that she didn't make it as a woman. 
That really bothers her, you see. Deep down 
inside that really bothers her because she could· 
n't hang onto her man. It's really stupid. She's 
forever saying, "I was a really good wife-always 
lived my whole life for him and then what 
thanks do I get-he's gone." Which goes to prove 
that men don't always want that, I guess. 

I don't believe that. Naturally, if my husband 
walked out on me, I'd want to find out why. 
But it's like a man saying the only reason his 
wife would ever leave him is for another man. 
My husband thi!lks that way. The only reason 
I'd ever leave him is for another man-why? 
Because it's an ego-booster. And women are the 
same way. They haven't really made it as a 
woman if they don't have a baby, or if they 
can't hold onto their man. It's stupid but it's so. 

But when women talk to each other, they 
find out that others have the same problems. 

Of course. There are two ladies on our block 
who live side by side. They were both left with 
children and no money and they are trying to 
solve these probiems in different ways. But the 
damn problem is the same. And all it takes is for 
one person outside to hear both stories and to 
say, do you know, the same happened to her? 
The next step is to get them together. And we 
all get to discussing it, hell, I can tell you about 
a few times my husband left me, too. We can 
discuss this. It may not seem very important, 
but it's a beginning. The next thing you know 
you've got a meeting, and the next thing you 
know you've got a liberation group. 

I'd like to see a really good women's Iibera· 
tion movement. 

I'd like to see women getting together and 
working together and not patronizing one an· 
other. I know what I feel women's liberation 
should be to me, but I find it ditficu\t to fmd 
how to put it into words. But I really feel that 
it's going to have to involve all womeo. Right 
from the top to the bottom, you've got to get 
them all. And I think you've got to start with 
the biggest group available-and that's· the ones 

the bottom. And if you do that, the rast will 
follow, maybe. 

Let's face it, we may not have mudl, but 
there's a lot of us I 


