
"Radical fe~inis~ recognizes the oppression of women as a fundamental 
political oppression wherein women are categorized as an inferior 
class based on their sex •••• 

Radical feminism is political b~c~use it recognizes that a group 
of individuals (men) have organized together for power over women 
and that they have set up institutions throughout society to main• 
tain this power •••• 

The oppression of women is manifested in particular institutions 
•••• among these are marriage, motherhood, love, sexual intercourse, 
(psychiatry and consumerism)*. Through these institutions a woman 
is taught to confuse her biological sexual differences with her 
total human potential •••• 

In each case her sexual difference is rationalized to trap her 
within (the institution)*••••" 

POLITICS OF THE EGO• A MANIFESTO FOR NEW YORK RADICAL FEMINISTS 
NOTES FROM THE SECOND YEAR 

*Our addition 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

WESTCHESTER RADICAL FEMINISTS 

Suburban women, in common with all women, have lived in intimacy 
with and dependence on our oppressor. In isolation and tightly 
bound to our families, we have viewed the world and our condition 
from the level of patriarchal ideas of money and power. We now 
recognize that these patriarchal concepts have and still do dominate 
and control our lives , but our thinking , hopes and aspir a tions are 
changing. We are analyzing our past, present and future according 
to new feminist concepts and are beg inning to dis cover th~. t there 
can be new ways of dealing with our problems and our lives. 

As suburban women, we recognize that many of us live in more economic 
and material comfort than our urban sisters, but we have come to 
realize through the woma n's movement, femini3t ideas and cons cious
ness raising, tha t this comfort only hides our essential powerless
ness and oppression. We live in comfort only to the extent that 
our homes, clothing and the services we receive f ~ed and prop t he 
status and egos of the men who support us. Like dogs on a leash, 
our own status and power will reach as far as our husbands and their 
income and prestige will allow. As human beings, as individuaLs, 
we, in fact, own very little and should our husbands leave us or 
us them, we will find ourselves with the care and responsibility of 
children and without money, jobs, credit or power. For this ques
tionable condition, we have paid the price of isolation and ex
ploitation by the institutions of marriage, motherhood, psychi~try 
and consumerism. Although our life styles may appear m~terially 
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better, we are, as all women, dominated by men at home, in bed and 
on the jo~emotionally, sexually, domestically and financially. 

Tradition8lly, as women and suburban women, we have put the cause 
of others before our own and are now determined to uphold our rights 
as top priority. Because we are convinced that all oppression sterns 
from the fund~mental oppression of women by men, it will follow 
that men will benefit from our liberation even though they may 
fight, resist and not welcome the change. We want to be identified 
as female liberationists and not as human liberators. Those men 
who agree with our cause will find a way to support us and '"e will 
welcome them, but it is not our job to convince, care for or teach 
men what we know to be right. 

Although we are, as women, united on the basis of our common feel
ings and experiences, we are also individuals with varied ideas, 
preference s and goals. These differences are not antagonistic but 
are an indication of the richness and variety of our ideas and con
trib~tions. We, therefore, hope to remain loosely organized to 
allow individual expression and freedom · to work and struggle 
through thoughts, feelings and ideas. Total agreement is not our 
goal but self realization, self initiative, mutual respect and a 
large variety of alternatives and choices are o~tially what we 
hope to achieve. 

We believe th .. ts 

1, The notion of fixed sex roles is arbitrary and unjust. 

2. That suburbia is a wasteland; a human ghetto for women mini
mizing their opportunity for growth. 

3. That diverse forms of sexual relationships based on mutual 
consent are a matter of individual choice and right. 

4. The in~tution of marriage presumes and establishes the lifelong 
servitude of women. 

5. All economic insitutions subject and deprive the suburban women, 
as well as all women, of economic power; even her power as a 
con su'1ler is a myth since she spe.nds and buys no more than her 
husband will allow. 

6. ~omen are no more inherently suited to child rearing than men 
and men must be held responsible also for the emotional, educa
tional and physical development of children. 

7. The mutual dependence of mothers and children is in essence an 
act of tyranny which &erves to thwart, retard and immobilize both 
mother ~nd children. 

8. The adjustment theories adhered to by most psychologists and psy
chiatrists and their instirutions perpetuate destructlve atti
tudes towards women, undermine their self value and self esteem 
and are generally harmful to the wholesome development and welfare 
of women. 
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9. The fact that we live with a nd even support some of these in
stitutions wroich are sexist does not in any way alter our 
basic beliefs. We presently live the way we do because there 
are no good alternatives. 

10. Women's liberation is not human liberation and we place the 
cause of women above all other causes. 

11. We are committed to the understa nding of our condition as 
women so that we may crea te and invent new ways to live and 
to find both collective and individual realization and stren~th. 

A ~roup of 15 Westchester women 

*********************** 

The WESTCHESTER RADICAL FEMINISTS is currently involved ins 

1. Consciousness raising. 

2. Analyzing our condition in the institutions of psychiatry, 
marriage, motherhood. 

3. Writing about the problems of suburban woemn. 

4. Actively supporting abortion legislation. 

5. Engaging in self help supportive counseling. 

6. Attacking sexist practices in local institutions such as 
schools, town clubs, local governme nts. 

or or~anize 
7. Each women is encouraged to fin~ an action which interests 

her. 

* * * * ---------------------------------------------------------------------
If . you agree with the basic be liefs of this st•tement and wish 
to join the WESTCHESTER RADICAL FEMINISTS, please fill in this 
form and mail it toa 

He l e ne Silverste in 
820 Claflin Avenue 
Mamaroneck, New York 10543 

NAME·--------------------------------------

ADDRESS------------------------------------
TELEPHONE ~mER __________________________ __ 

You will be notified of our next meeting when we hear from you. 


