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The late Dr. Allen B. Stowe '20 is one of fourteen individuals in the inaugural 

class of the Kalamazoo College Athletic Hall of Fame. Stowe, who established the 

tennis dynasty at Kalamazoo College, will be honored at a special ceremony at the 

Homecoming dinner on October 18, which begins at 7 p.m. 

A native of Otsego, Michigan, Allen B. Stowe majored in mathematics at 

Kalamazoo College. He went on to get a PhD. in chemistry at Clark University, 

and joined the faculty of Kalamazoo College in 1928 as a professor of physical 

chemistry. Dr. Stowe served as a professor of physical chemistry from 1928 until 

1944, and as a professor of chemistry from 1944 until his death in 1957. 

Dr. Stowe may be best remembered for launching the highly successful tennis 

program at Kalamazoo College. In his first season as the men's tennis coach in 

1930, the team finished second in the MIAA (Michigan Intercollegiate Athletic 

Association) to Olivet. Kalamazoo then won the next three titles before finishing 

behind Albion College in 1934 and 1935. 
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In 1936, Stowe's team won the first of eighteen consecutive MIAA 

championships through 1956 (there was no competition in men's tennis during the 

years 1943-45). That streak, remarkably, has continued to the present day, and 

Kalamazoo College has now won 48 consecutive MIAA titles. During those years, 

the men's tennis team was affectionately known as the "Stowemen." The team 

regularly competed and did well against teams from much larger colleges and 

universities. During this period, Dr. Stowe coached fellow Hall of Fame members 

Marion "Buck" Shane '40, and Vic Braden '51. 

Under the leadership of Dr. Stowe, Kalamazoo became a center of tennis 

interest. In 1941, he was instrumental in attracting the Western Junior and Boys 

Tennis Championships to Kalamazoo. That led to the United States Lawn Tennis 

Association to schedule the Junior Boys Tennis Championships to be played in 

Kalamazoo. The event, which has since evolved into the USTA Boys 16s and 18s, 

has been a regular summer event hosted by Kalamazoo College. 

In 1945, Stowe headed a drive to raise $50,000 for a new tennis stadium. That 

stadium, consisting of nine courts surrounded by permanent stadium seating, was 

appropriately named Stowe Tennis Stadium. Today it consists of eleven lighted 

courts, stadium seating, and a modem pressbox, and is among the finest tennis 

facilities in the nation. 

His passion for tennis did not distract Dr. Stowe from other demands. After the 

resignation of President Paul Lamont Thompson in the spring of 1948, the Board of 

Trustees appointed a three-man Administrative Committee to run the College until a 

replacement cound be selected. Dr. Stowe served as chairman of the committee, 

and helped guide the College until the new president, John Scott Everton, was 

appointed. 

Dr. Allen Stowe was killed in a traffic accident on the campus of Kalamazoo 

College in February of 1957. 
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A plaque honoring Dr. Stowe as a charter member of the Athletic Hall of Fame 

will be mounted in the lobby of Kalamazoo College's Anderson Athletic Center. 

Dr. Stowe will be represented at the induction ceremonies by his wife, Doris Stowe 

Weber. 
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