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Don Knoechel of Midland, Michigan, is one of fourteen individuals in the 

inaugural class of the Kalamazoo College Athletic Hall of Fame. Knoechel will be 

honored in a special ceremony at the Homecoming dinner on October 18, beginning 

at 7 p.m. 

Knoechel, a member of the class of 1980, is regarded as the finest swimmer ever 

at Kalamazoo College. A native of Kalamazoo, he began swimming in the local 
"Y -Kats" age-group program at the age of seven. As a high school senior at 
Kalamazoo Central, he placed 7th in the state in the 200-yard individual medley and 

4th in the 1 00-yard freestyle, despite having broken his ankle in mid-season. 

During his four years at Kalamazoo College, Knoechel set 40 school records, 42 
pool records, 20 conference records, and one NCAA Division III record. Two of 

his school records still stand. As a senior, he competed in six events at the NCAA 
Division III nationals, and finished no lower than 11th. Knoechel was named MVP 
of the league (Michigan Intercollegiate Athletic Association) four times, the only 

swimmer ever to be so recognized. 
Knoechel held a prestigious Heyl science scholarship during each of his four 

years at "K", and made the Dean's list every term. He graduated cum laude in 
chemistry from Kalamazoo, and was the winner of an NCAA post-graduate 

scholarship. 
After graduation from Kalamazoo College, Knoechel studied chemical 

engineering at Purdue University. He received an MS degree in 1983, and a PhD in 
1986. He currently works for the Dow Chemical Corporation in Midland, 
Michigan. He and his wife, Teresa, have a son. They will attend the induction 

ceremonies on the 18th. 
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