
	 Other	schools	may	one	day	play	the	new	card	game	(in	
fact,	given	its	initial	popularity,	they’re	likely	to),	but	only	
one	school	(Kalamazoo	College!)	can	claim	a	“home	field”	of	
origin.	Imagine	two-on-two	basketball	with	James	Naismith	
in	Springfield,	Massachusetts,	or	a	game	of	pepper	with	
Abner	Doubleday	in	Cooperstown,	New	York.	Now	add	to	
that:	a	hand	or	two	of	dabong!	with	Jim	Langeland	and	Blaine	
Moore	in	the	Dow	Science	Center	Lounge.	Not	that	Dow,	
where	Langeland	and	Moore	work	as	biology	professors,	is	
the	exact	site	where	dabong!	originated	(that	honor	belongs	
to	various	campsites	along	the	shores	of	Lake	Michigan),	but	
Langeland	and	Moore	are	definitely	the	game’s	co-creators	
and	copyright	holders	(along	with	partner,	friend,	and	
camping	buddy	Bill	Eberle).
	 dabong!	combines	influences	of	just	about	every	card	
game	known	to	any	rain-confined	camper	(Uno, Crazy Eights, 
Euchre, Gin Rummy, Hearts,	to	name	a	few),	adds	some	
unique	new	rules,	as	well	as	some	special	features,	and	con-
jures	a	game	of	limitless	strategies	for	two	to	five	players,	
ages	7	to	adult.		Some	of	the	special	features—blatant	table	
talk	and	card	trading,	for	example—fly	in	the	face	of	the	most	
sacrosanct	card	rules.	
	 According	to	Moore	and	Langeland,	the	camping	trio	
started	making	up	new	rules	for	a	new	game	using	a	common	
deck	of	playing	cards	in	2004	and	kept	adding	twists	until	
2007,	the	year	they	actually	began	to	commit	the	rules	to	
writing	due	to	popular	demand.	The	game	in	fact	offers	rules	
levels	that	deepen	in	difficulty—from	“beginner”	to	
“intermediate”	to	“master	(for	madmen	only).”	Gamers	are	
invited	to	discard	rules	they	don’t	like,	as	well	as	add	(and	
share)	new	ones.	Thus	the	game	evolves,	which	is	not	
surprising	for	an	invention	by	biologists.	
	 At	a	certain	epoch	in	its	evolution,	the	game	came	to	
the	attention	of	two	Chicago-based	entrepreneurs,	who	hired	
a	designer	to	create	a	new	look	to	the	deck.	For	example,	the	
suits	of	Spades,	Hearts,	Diamonds,	and	Clubs	became	Earth,	
Air,	Fire,	and	Water,	reflecting	the	biology	and	natural	
history	passion	of	its	originators.	The	name	dabong!	comes	
from	Eberle’s	childhood	recollection	of	a	game	he	played	in	
the	Far	East	during	one	of	his	father’s	military	assignments	
there.	Actually,	he	remembers	nothing	about	the	game	other	
than	the	obligation	of	the	winner	to	yell	“dabong!”	when	the	
last	card	was	played.	
	 In	February	2011 dabong!	debuted	at	a	toy	conference	
in	New	York	City	and	then	later	appeared	at	the	C2E2	gam-
ing	exposition	in	Chicago.	Sales	on	Amazon	are	brisk,	with	
the	first	run	selling	out	quickly.	Fortunately,	the	Kalamazoo	
College	Bookstore	has	ordered	supplies.	And	the	future	for	
our	inventors?	Well,	they	are	not	quitting	their	day	jobs.	But	
they	do	foresee	the	possibility	of	specialty	decks—one,	for	
example,	where	the	suits	are	different	nucleotides.		

The latest way “K’”s 
Zoonique is dabong!

Kalamazoo College sent four teams to the 2011 Lower Michigan Mathematics Competition 
(LMMC); all four finished in the top 10; and one took first place (and the Klein Bottle Trophy) for 
the first time since 1990. Yes, Klein Bottle Trophy, you can come home again! And, in a sense, 
“K” is “home” to the LMMC because it was co-founded in 1977 by John Fink, the Rosemary K. 
Brown Professor of Mathematics and Computer Science, and former mathematics professor Russ 
Smucker. Since then, the site of the annual contest has rotated among the dozen or so colleges 
that send, on average, a total of 30 to 35 teams of three members each. This isn’t horse racing, 
so there’s no trophy recognition (or other payout) for “place” or “show” in the LMMC, according 
to Assistant Professor of Physics Mike Tanoff. “Many times since 1990 we’ve come in second 
and enjoyed other strong top-10 results,” he said (like this year’s, which included fourth-, sixth-, 
and eighth-place finishes).  “This year’s championship was a sweet dram after a long drought.” 
The competition takes most of a day. Each team has three hours to complete a written exam of 10 
problems. Team members collaborate on the solutions. After a lunch break, teams present their 
solutions. This year’s first-place team—Yongle Wang ’13, Umang Varma ’14, and Renjie Song 
’13—finished with a score of 68 (out of 100, 10 points possible for each problem). It was a close 
finish; the second-place finisher scored 67, with third place at 66. According to Tanoff, the “K” 
mathletes undergo minimal formal practice. He does encourage them to review previous years’ 
exams, which are available. Basically, though, “we just show up and play,” he said. And this year, 
they played very well indeed. 2011 “K” participants (and “coaches”) included (l-r): front row (and 
winning team)—Yongle Wang, Umang Varma, Renjie Song; middle row—Jacob Arnett ’12, Jiakan 
Wang ’13, Aidan Kobuchar ’12, Jacob Price ’12, Hang Nguyen ’14, back row—Mike Tanoff, Sina 
Yakhshi-Tafti ’13, Sajan Silwal ’14, Trung Hoang ’12, and John Fink. Not pictured is
Dan Esman ’12. 

A GOOD DAY FOR MATH
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Seven-year-old Freya Kailing (seated, at right, daughter of Associate Professor 
of Biology Binney Girdler) dabongs on the first hand! What?! Her 12-year-old 
brother, Otto, (seated, at left) is double checking to be certain, and 12-year-old 
Maya Langeland (seated, center, daughter of Jim Langeland, Upjohn Professor 
of Life Sciences) is amazed. Turns out, the hand was legit, as the game’s three 
inventors can attest (standing, l-r): Bill Eberle, Jim Langeland, and Associate 
Professor of Biology Blaine Moore.
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Just THEATRE

         he theme of the 48th season of Festival Playhouse of Kalamazoo College is “theatre and social justice.” Fall quarter features Stuff Happens, by David Hare, on
         November 3-6, 2011. The riveting documentary play profiles the run-up to the war in Iraq, depicting events at the White House, the United Nations, and
         throughout the world. Caryl Churchill’s outrageous satirical farce, Cloud Nine, one of the sharpest, politicized, and funniest plays ever written, is the 
winter quarter production (February 23-26, 2012). Cloud Nine is a play of two acts (on two continents) separated by a century during which the characters age 
only 25 years. Two theatrical events occur spring quarter. The first is Back of the Throat by Yussef El Guindi. The chilling black comedy runs April 26-29 and tells 
a Kafkaesque story of two mysterious government agents who visit the apartment of an Arab-American writer for “routine questioning” that turns menacing and 
violent. The next month (May 10-13) features Intercultural Spaces, the working title of a new play devised by Irfana Majumdar and students of Kalamazoo College. 
Majumdar is the Arcus Center for Social Justice Leadership Fellow and a Guest Artist and Director at the College. The play is based on stories of Hindi writer Munshi 
Premchand and Bengal poet Rabindranath Tagore. It explores the implicit power and hierarchical structures within the family and society in complex and insightful 
ways. Stuff Happens, Cloud Nine, and Intercultural Spaces appear in the Nelda K. Balch Playhouse; Back of the Throat occurs in the Dungeon Theatre. The photo above 
captures just a bit of the energy of the 47th season’s production of The Who’s Tommy (Pete Townshend and Des McAnuff), a rollicking performance that featured one 
of the largest casts and crews in “K” theatre history.

Paul Manstrom, associate vice president for facilities management, is the 2011 Lux Esto 
Award winner. That award honors a faculty or staff member who has served the College for 
26 years or longer, making significant contributions, promoting good will, and exhibiting 
exemplary dedication to the campus community. And in Manstrom’s case, one might add the 
community at large. He has worked tirelessly with members of the neighborhoods that 
surround the campus to help ensure campus planning and land use respond to the needs 
and concerns of adjacent residents. He plays an important role in every major campus 
project, and is a fierce advocate for sustainable development and sustainable living. He is the 
College’s first certified LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) 
professional. His current projects include a key membership role on the Campus Master 
Planning Committee, which is essential for the College’s rezoning classification. He, and the 
Facilities Management staff, have been indispensable to the move (and preservation) of 
the Hoben House, which the College gave to a local resident who moved the structure to a 
nearby neighborhood lot for restoration as a residence. Manstrom has achieved much during 
a 26-year career, and those achievements have greatly benefited the “K” community. He is 
much beloved by faculty and staff as well as the many students with whom he works on 
matters of sustainability. He often, for example, supervises sustainability interns. One reason 
he is so widely respected is his humility. When presented the Lux Esto Award, he thanked 
his family, facilities management colleagues, and student workers, declaring, “This is their 
award too.” Such grace is a characteristic of Paul Manstrom. He is pictured with President 
Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran during the 2011 Founders’ Day celebration, at which the award was 
announced. Previous winners include Tom Ponto, Business Office; Rob Townsend, Facilities 
Management; and Gail Griffin, the Ann V. and Donald R. Parfet Distinguished Professor  
of English.

Lux Esto Award

Ten Kalamazoo College seniors were accepted to the 2011 Teach 
for America (TFA) Corps.  All will attend an intensive teaching 
institute this summer before they begin their two-year 
teaching commitments. TFA is a national nonprofit organization 
that provides teachers to 39 urban and rural regions where the 
need for teachers is acute. “K” has traditionally placed many 
students in the TFA program; they are valued for their leadership, 
perseverance, sustained focus, and interdisciplinary skills—
byproducts of their liberal arts education and K-Plan 
experiences. For Toni Skalican, for example, her TFA acceptance 
and assignment provides the opportunity to pursue her 
passions for teaching,  for using her Spanish (her school district 
is 60 percent Native American and 30 percent Hispanic), and 
for taking action to make life more equitable for all. In addition, 
her TFA assignment builds upon a series of “K” internships that 
challenged—and expanded—her thinking and her “comfort 
zone.” Those internships occurred in Sinaloa, Mexico (teaching 
English to students ranging from children to adults), Washington, 
D.C. (planning a life skills class for Hispanic teenagers), and 
Kalamazoo (working with children living in the City’s impover-
ished east side neighborhood).  Nine members of the 2011 TFA 
group from “K” attended a dinner celebration in their honor this 
spring quarter. The seniors and one alumna (and their assigned 
region) are (l-r): front row—Trey Baughman (Detroit), Grace 
McGookey (New York), Kailey Wolf (Detroit), Nandita Bhargava 
(Hawaii); back row—Toni Skalican (New Mexico), Hallie 
Hinkhouse (San Francisco), Cory McCain (Kansas City), Maggie 
Jackson (Denver) and Terese Perlowski ’09 (Detroit). Not 
pictured is Alex Morgan (Milwaukee).

“K” Students Teach
for America



How’s this for a double dose of delectable: a national champion and “the streak goes on.” The champ is Craig 
Fleming ’11, who won the NCAA III national championship in the 100 freestyle while finishing second in the country 
in the 200 freestyle and third in the 50 freestyle. He was also named MIAA Most Valuable Swimmer and earned 
All-MIAA honors for the fourth time. Fleming (pictured at right in a photo by Greg Smith) and teammate Brian 
Bazzell ’11 became the 21st and 22nd Kalamazoo College student athletes to earn prestigious NCAA Postgraduate 
Scholarships. Kalamazoo student athletes have earned this award more than any other school in the history of 
the MIAA. Still streakin’ is the Hornet men’s tennis team, which won its 73rd consecutive MIAA championship 
with a 6-0 league record (13-9 overall). The Hornets also won the MIAA Tournament to advance to the NCAA III 
Tournament for the 29th consecutive year. Nate Eddy ’12 was named MIAA Most Valuable Player. Joining Eddy on 
the All-MIAA First Team were Mark Denenfeld ’12 and Alex Dombos ’12. Tom Cafmeyer ’11 was selected to the 
All-MIAA Second Team. 2011 team members are (l-r): front row—Samuel Amoabeng, Alan Faber, Mike Korn, Alex 
Dombos; back row—Nate Eddy, Clay Bartelt, Steve Hanselman, Tom Cafmeyer, Mark Denenfeld, Ross Beattie, and 
Coach Mark Riley.

Sweet! Squared

One hundred and twenty five years, to be precise! 
Five members of the Kalamazoo College 
community were honored for their 25-year 
service anniversaries last May. They are (l-r): top 
photo—Ed Menta, Theatre Arts; Ahmed Hussen, 
Economics and Business; bottom photo—Jan 
Tobochnik, Physics; Pam Sotherland, Center for 
Career and Professional Development; and Paul 
Sotherland, Biology. To paraphrase one of the 
presenters at the ceremonies honoring these 
faculty and staff members: What would our 
college be today without these distinguished 
individuals, each with his or her strong sense of 
what a vigorous community might be.

More than a Century 
of Service

Kalamazoo College alumni gather in various locations (23 events in 21 cities this past academic year) 
for good times and stimulating programs. One example: Washington, D.C.-area graduates (pictured 
above) heard Regina Stevens-Truss (front row, second from right), the Kurt Kaufmann Professor of 
Chemistry, describe the work she is doing to improve the study of sciences for middle school students. 
Stevens-Truss is a member of the American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, which 
recently received a grant from the National Science Foundation to help connect D.C.-area biochemistry 
and molecular biology college faculty with middle school teachers. Together, they develop hands-on sci-
ence activities for middle school students. The ultimate goal is to improve K-12 science education, and 
Stevens-Truss is one of the principal investigators who will evaluate the project’s effectiveness. Her work 
in the nation’s capital reflects what she does in the Kalamazoo area. She was instrumental in creating 
the “K” student organization, Sisters in Science, which matches female “K” science students as men-
tors to middle school girls. She also is a member of the local advisory board of the American Chemical 
Society Women’s Commission, and she uses that platform to advocate equity in science education for 
young girls, especially girls from groups traditionally underrepresented in the sciences. 

Come Together
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                        Established in 1987, the 1833
                          Society is the leadership 
                          giving society of the
                          Kalamazoo College Fund. 
                          1833 Society members 
                          (alumni, parents, and friends) 
have an affinity to give and a desire to profoundly 
affect students’ lives. 1833 Society gifts account 
for some 70 percent of the entire annual fund. An 
annual unrestricted gift of $1,000 confers member-
ship in the 1833 Society.   Graduates of the last 
decade (2001-2011) are invited to join as 1833 
Society GOLD members with an annual fund gift of 
$500-$999. 
 Those who are interested in becoming 
members of the 1833 Society are encouraged to 
spread their payments throughout the year, or to 
use matching gift dollars from their employers to 
become 1833 Society members. A 12-month 
recurring credit card gift of $83.33 (plus 4 cents the 
final month) is a manageable way to join this 
leadership giving society. All gifts must be received 
by the College within the fiscal year (July 1– June 
30). Matching gift dollars that arrive after June 30 
will be credited to the next fiscal year. 
 As a member of the 1833 Society you will 
be invited to a special reception with President 
Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran in her home during the 
Homecoming and Reunion Weekend.   In addition, 
you will receive quarterly letters from the president 
and invitations to special events throughout the 
year.   
 Members of the 1833 Society help provide the 
financial foundation of Kalamazoo College’s 
combination of scholarship and social purpose.   
Please consider being a part of this very important 
giving society.  Your membership immediately 
supports the greatest needs of “K” students and the 
College.  For more information about membership 
in the 1833 Society, please contact Laurel Palmer at 
269-337-7282 or laurel.palmer@kzoo.edu. 

                                                    It’s a question many writers are asked: “Where 
                                                          do you get your story ideas?” Before
                                                          addressing that question, Associate Professor
                                                          of English Andrew Mozina, this year’s recipient
                                                          of the Florence J. Lucasse Fellowship for
                                                          Excellence in Scholarship and Creative Work, had 
                                                          a confession to make. 
                                                               “Anyone who knows me pretty well has been
                                                          forced to realize at some point that in person I’m 
                                                          actually a terrible storyteller,” Mozina told his 
                                                          audience after accepting the award from President
                                                          Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran in May. “I’m rambling,
                                                          spastic, and tiresome. A lot of fiction writers are 
                                                          natural born raconteurs, but I ain’t like that.”

 Indeed, Mozina, who came to “K” in 1999, got his undergraduate degree in economics, and 
attended law school for a year before getting an M.A. in creative writing and a Ph.D. in English and 
American literature.
 Mozina—who has authored two books, one a collection of short stories, and is published in 
numerous magazines—said many story ideas come from something that just pops into his head. He 
records his thoughts in a writer’s notebook, and eventually they may end up in a story.
 Ideas have also popped into Mozina’s head when he’s socializing at parties. The idea for his 
story, “Cowboy Pile,” came to him at a party, but it was years later that he remembered it and wrote a 
story about it.
 Mozina has also taken things he’s loved or fantasized about and given them to his characters. 
His elevator motion sickness morphed into the character of an Apollo astronaut, while Mozina’s love of 
snack chips turned into one of his story narrators being a flavor engineer at Frito Lay.
 And, like many writers, Mozina has extracted story ideas from real life. Regardless of whether 
the story idea comes from Mozina’s life or not, readers wonder if his fiction writing is 
autobiographical.
 “And, to be honest, sometimes I do bring something from my life into a story, though usually 
the story will heighten or distort things to make the story work,” he said. 
 Mozina said he has to feel free to write without worrying whether “someone is going to read the 
character back onto me.”

Twenty-eight students—all members of the Class of 2011—earned the 
prestigious Kalamazoo College Senior Leadership Award. Each winner 
was nominated by a faculty or staff member, some by more than one. 
They include founders and leaders of student organizations, athletic 
captains, residence assistants, peer leaders, Civic Engagement Scholars, 
student commissioners and officers, teaching and laboratory 
assistants, and service-learning and social justice leaders. Pictured 
are (l-r): front row—Susan Yang, Toni Skalican, Charis Hill, Robin 
Greenwood, Candice Blawat, Larisa Grinvalds, Salvatore LoGrasso; 
second row—Michelle Sabourin, Maghan Jackson, Sarah Stewart, 
Amy Ong; third row—Amanda McCartney, Katina Bitsicas, Kaitlin 
Weeks; fourth row—Alexander Morgan, Christine Rebhuhn, Robert 
Parkins, Rosanna Shoup, Amber Peden; back row—Craig Fleming, 
Mary Cocoran, Julie Kedroske, Hope von Gunten, Leeor Schweitzer, 
and J. Cooper Wilson. Not pictured are Kouri Akagi, Nandita 
Bhargava, and Laura Diffenderfer.

Senior Leaders 
Recognized

Associate Professor of English Andrew Mozina receives the 
2011 Lucasse Award from colleague and friend, Associate 
Professor of English Amelia Katanski

“Cowboy Pile”
Writer


