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Associate Professor of Philosophy Christopher Latiolais is Kalamazoo College’s 
25th person to receive the prestigious Florence J. Lucasse Fellowship for 
Excellence in Teaching. He was honored during a campus ceremony attended by 
his family, former students, emeriti faculty, and current students, faculty, and 
staff. Gail Griffin, the Ann V. and Donald R. Parfet Distinguished Professor in 
the Humanities, wrote and read the citation. She cited comments from former 
and current students, who noted Latiolais’ rare skill to help students identify for 
themselves the questions that “burn most brightly,” and his talent for teaching 
people to think with courage and to think with others.  Latiolais delivered 
a lecture for the occasion, “Teaching Authority and Other Paradoxes,” that, 
in part, addressed the relationship of students and the study of philosophy 
as well as the place of philosophy in a liberal arts curriculum. “Philosophy,” 
said Latiolais, “examines the intricate intertwining of theoretical articulations 
and practical existence.” His teaching skill derives from his ability to awaken 
students to the fact that everyday existence is the subject matter, that living is 
a “soaking” in philosophy, the study of which is a “catching up” to oneself, an 
excavation of one’s own archaeological dig site. “Philosophy raises elemental 
questions about knowledge, perception, desire, language, body, society, 
self, world, health, death, suffering, joy, and so on. We are subjected to such 
matters because they are inalienable dimensions of human life. Each one of 
these subject matters first appears as a way in which the world matters to us.”  
Where does philosophy belong at “K” College? Within each of the disciplinary 
matters we teach, according to Latiolais. “Philosophy plays a special role 
in the liberal arts. It emerges at the heart of all disciplines when they raise 
fundamental, revolutionary questions, and it emerges among disciplines when 
they cooperatively manage their unique way of exploring our common, prismatic 
world.” Flanking Chris are his daughter Cecelia (left) and his wife Laura.
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Leadership development is written in the mission statement 
of Kalamazoo College, so it is with particularly careful 
deliberation that “K” bestowed the 2010 Senior Leadership 
Recognition Award on 28 students. These seniors serve as 
student organization leaders, athletic team captains, student 
housing resident assistants, peer leaders, departmental 
student advisors, literacy tutors, civic engagement scholars, 
teaching assistants, career advisors in the Center for Career and 
Professional Development, and peer advisors in the Center for 
International Programs. Their leadership has benefited fellow 
students and members of the Kalamazoo community, and their 
work has amplified the achievements of organizations such as 
Kaleidoscope, K-Crew, Student Commission, Sisters in Science, 
Habitat for Humanity, Amnesty International, Community 
Advocates for Parents and Students, Helping Youth through 
Personal Empowerment, and many more. The 2010 senior leaders 
are (l-r): front row—Emilia LaPenta, Rebecca Aulph, Brianne 
Wood, Emily Kuehn, Catherine Mocny, Dana Schmitt; second 
row—Anne Weir, Phillip Chinzi, K’tanaw Schiff; third row—Sara 
Locke, Emily Meloche, Karah Boodt, Ajka Suljevic, Lisa Phillips; 
fourth row—Ann Schimon, Andrew Grayson, Katja Samati, 
Joseph Unger, Jillian Belstler; back row—Eric Aiken, Brian 
Barkley, Catherine Skirving, and Robert Cooper. Not pictured are 
Andrew Dozier, Natalia Holtzman, Brandon Luczak, Jacqueline 
Postelnic, and Travis Smith.
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Kalamazoo College feted the 2010 high school graduates 
who earned Heyl Scholarships for Kalamazoo College 
(science and math) or Western Michigan University  
(nursing). The prestigious scholarship covers tuition, book 
costs, and room charges. The 2010 winners are (l-r): front 
row—Elizabeth Nelson, Megan Walsh, Megan Davis, 
Cara Cunliffe, Cindy Lee; second row—Sherin John, 
Lucas Kushner, Chelsea Olivares; back row—Andrew 
Hassevoort, Quinn McCormick, Christina Tarn, and Ryan 
D’Mello. All but Nelson and Cunliffe will attend “K,” as 
will Sanjay Sharma and Matthew Beck, who are not  
pictured. Lee was Kalamazoo Central High School’s  
valedictorian and spoke at its commencement ceremony 
with President Barack Obama.
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Special“K”
            alamazoo College, stand up and shout! A new study
              provides additional support that “K” is special
                when it comes to developing outstanding critical
thinking, analytic reasoning, problem solving, and writing skills 
in its students.
       Titled “The Lumina Longitudinal Study: Summary of 
Procedures and Findings” and written by Principal Investigator 
Stephen Klein, the work finds consistency between 
cross-sectional and longitudinal measurements of students’ 
performance on the Collegiate Learning Assessment (CLA).
       What, exactly, does that mean? 
       According to Professor of Biology (and CLA guru) Paul 
Sotherland, a cross-sectional study compares two different 
groups—as “K” did in 2005-06 with its freshmen (fall) and 
seniors (spring). A longitudinal study compares the same group 
after four years—as “K” did when its Fall-2005 freshmen re-took 
the CLA in their senior year (spring 2009). “We found similar 
and remarkably positive gains in both views of a ‘K’ education—
the comparison of the Class of 2006 as seniors with the Class 
of 2009 as freshmen, and the comparison of the Class of 2009 
as freshmen and seniors,” said Sotherland. “Klein’s recent study 
underscores that both data sets—cross-sectional and 
longitudinal—are very useful indicators of intellectual growth 
during four years of an undergraduate learning experience.”
       Again, at “K” there is high value added to—or, as 
Sotherland puts it, “great gains in”—the four abilities that the 
test measures. The CLA is a direct measure of these abilities, and 
it isn’t easy. No multiple choice involved here. Instead, students 
complete a “performance task” in which they are asked to solve 
a real-world problem by evaluating evidence from a document 
library. They also write two essays, one in which they make an 
argument, and another in which they critique an argument. The 
CLA accounts for variations in individuals’ abilities at 
matriculation to isolate and measure a single variable: the effect 
of a particular college educational experience on student gains in 
thinking, reasoning, problem solving, and writing.
       “What excites me about Klein’s paper is its clear message 
about inter-institutional differences in learning over four years,” 
says Sotherland. The paper states its findings “are consistent with 
the thesis that some schools are more effective than others in 
improving their students’ higher order skills.”
       “That finding is certainly affirming in light of the 
performance of “K” students on the CLA and how much our 
students change over four years,” Sotherland adds. Those 
changes are measured with a “yardstick” called effect size—
a quantitative way to assess the change that occurs between two 
points in time. According to Sotherland, an effect size of 0.8 is 
large. Kalamazoo College’s is 1.5. “For each CLA measure, ‘K’ 
seniors showed effect sizes beyond the 95th percentile of all CLA 
participants from all institutions,” he says.
       Equally affirming for Sotherland (and the College and its 
alumni) is one of the paper’s final observations, stated as follows: 
“[T]he difference in improvement patterns across measures and 
the differences in effect sizes across schools undercuts the notion 
that score gains are due to maturation. If maturation were the 
sole source of growth, we would see similar gains on all tasks 
across all institutions.”
       What makes “K” stand out? Says Sotherland: “The unique 
combination of facets of the K-Plan, the students who are 
attracted to our learning environment, and all of the hard work 
everyone in the ‘K’ community puts into making the K-Plan work 
as well as it does.
       “It’s one thing to say you’re special,” says Sotherland with 
a smile. “It’s another to have the data from multiple studies to 
prove it!”
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In late-June, when SummerLux went to press, enrollment 
deposits stood at 352, a number that might inch up or down 
slightly before First-Year Orientation begins September 15. 
Though the number might change, the quality of the incoming 
class will remain extraordinary.
      That’s a hallmark of Kalamazoo College that continues 
every year. “Our incoming students are still the envy of 
competing institutions,” said Dean of Admission Eric Staab. 
“Alumni will be proud and faculty will be pleased when they 
get to know these students.”
      “I’m amazed by the engagement of this incoming class,” 
added Suzanne Lepley, senior assistant director of admission. 
“These are students who truly care about the greater world 
around them and are active in their communities. I have no 
doubt they will have a significant impact on the campus 
community.”
      Fifty-seven percent of the Class of 2014 is female, and 
there are 44 four-year international students (double last 
year’s number). The number of students transferring in from 
other institutions stands at 15 (more than double from last 
year). The College enrolled 71 domestic students of color 
(SOC), 21 percent of the incoming class. Nearly 40 percent hail 
from out of state, including 19 foreign countries. 
      In the current economy it’s no surprise that enrolling the 
Class of 2014 was as challenging as we expected, and the tally 
of 352 puts us slightly behind in our timetable to reach 1,500 
students by 2015. However, given the economic challenges 
facing families, the College had considered and planned for 
various enrollment scenarios of fewer incoming students.
      “We reviewed an array of contingency options that helped 
us align our operational budget with the size of the incoming 
class,” President Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran said. “Coupled with 
our three-year budget reduction plan put in place last year 
and our tuition increase of 4.43 percent, we are confident that 
we’ll be able to adjust to this year’s slightly lower enrollment 
while continuing to diversify and maintain high standards. 
       “Recruiting and enrolling a new class during difficult
 economic times is a challenge,” she added. “It starts with our 
tireless Admission and Financial Aid colleagues. But many ‘K’ 
faculty, staff, coaches, and alumni help with the effort by
calling, writing, and visiting prospective students and their 
families. Thanks for all you alumni do.” In fact, all Kalamazoo 
College Fund donors help recruit a great class by means of the 
scholarships that KCF supports.
      A snapshot of the incoming Class of 2014 follows, along 
with comparable data from mid-June in 2009 and 2008.

WELCOME,
CLASS OF 2014!

DEMOGRAPHICS
                                   2010* 2009          2008

Male:                                    42.7%  43.9%           44.6% 

Female:                                    57.3%  56.1 %           55.3% 

Students of Color:                  21.2%             19.7%           15.2% 

Four-Year International
                      12.5%  5.5%           1.7% 

Michigan Students:                60%                64.1%           68.8% 

Out-of-State Students:           40%  35.9%           31.2%

CLASS RANK

Top 10%                    65%                 45%            44%

Top 25%                    82%                 83%            79% 

Top 50%                    96%     98%            98% 

TEST SCORES

Mean ACT                     27.4                27.7           27.5 

Mean SAT critical reading      615.7 633.1          632.9

Mean SAT math                      618.4              630.1          626.4

Mean SAT Writing/Essay       612.2              614.3          610.3
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The Kalamazoo College Festival Playhouse 2010-2011 season 
features three premieres on the theme of the search for 
identity. The 47th season, titled “Lost and Found: Theatre 
and the Search for Identity,” begins with the world premiere 
of Alison Shields, by Joe Tracz, a rising star in the playwrit-
ing world and a Kalamazoo College graduate (Class of 2004). 
The fall quarter performances will occur November 4-7, 2010. 
Tracz is the author of several critically acclaimed plays, a 
member of the Ars Nova Play Group, and a Playwrights Realm 
writing fellow. He earned an MFA in dramatic writing from 
New York University. In winter quarter, Festival Playhouse 
presents the regional premiere of Tongue of a Bird, by Ellen 
McLaughlin, an exploration of loss through the story of a 
search-and-rescue pilot taking part in the search for a kid-
napped girl. Performances occur February 17-20, 2011. The 
season will conclude with the city premiere of the rock opera 
The Who’s Tommy, by Pete Townshend and Des McAnuff. 
Tommy will be directed by theatre arts instructor Jon Reeves, 
who brought to life the 45th season’s rollicking 
performance of Return to the Forbidden Planet. Pictured 
above is the fall quarter 2009 performance of Eugene 
Ionesco’s Rhinoceros. For ticket information, contact Michelle 
Connolly at 269.337.7130.

Kalamazoo College honored three of its leading lights for 25 years of service: 
Jeanne Hess, Professor of Physical Education, Head Coach of Volleyball, 
and Senior Woman Administrator; Carol McPherson, Director of Biology 
Laboratories; and Zaide Pixley, Dean of First Year and Advising and Adjunct 
Associate Professor of Music. Family and friends of the three as well as 
faculty, staff, and students packed the Olmsted Room for the celebration, 
which recognized the significant contributions of each woman over the 
years. At events such as this, one appreciates the versatility a long career at 
“K” demands. For example, in addition to volleyball coach, Hess has held 17 
additional job titles during her 25 years at “K.” She said, “I’ve been all over 
the country representing Kalamazoo College at conventions, seminars, and 
contests, and have visited Trinidad for the study abroad program and China 
with the volleyball team. Where else but ‘K’ can you stay in one place and 
go so far? [Over the last 25 years, Carol, Zaide and I] have been through six 
presidents; I’ve had five cars, two kids, a cat and a dog, six knee 
surgeries, and two foot surgeries. And you know what I got from all that? 
IT’S ALL ABOUT PEOPLE. ‘K’ is the place where I’m inspired to dream about 
the possibilities for a better world through the young people who 
intentionally choose a College that changes lives.” Pictured are (l-r): Zaide 
Pixley, Carol McPherson, and Jeanne Hess.

QUARTER CENTURY
FOR THREE
QUARTER CENTURY
FOR THREE

PREMIERES YEARPREMIERES YEAR

The men’s tennis team captured its 72nd consecutive MIAA championship with a perfect 6-0 
league record. The Hornets won the MIAA Tournament Championship with a 5-0 victory over 
Hope College to advance to the NCAA III Championships. Kalamazoo received a first-round 
bye in the tournament and defeated Luther College 5-1 in the second round. The Hornets’ sea-
son ended in the regional championship with a 5-2 loss to 7th-ranked  Washington University in St. Louis. Pictured are 
(l-r): front row—Jason Brown, Mark Denenfeld, David Hsi, Nate Eddy, Zach Geiger, Alex Dombos, Joe Unger; back row—Pat 
Boyd, Sam Colton, Cyrus Jadun, Steve Hanselman, Tom Cafmeyer, John Reinertsen, Clay Bartelt, Greyser Clark, and Coach 
Mark Riley. Jadun , a senior, was selected as league MVP. Jadun and Brown ’10 were selected to the All-MIAA First Team for 
the fourth consecutive year. Eddy ’12 also earned All-MIAA First Team honors. Boyd ’10 and Denenfeld ’12 were selected to the 
All-MIAA Second Team. In women’s tennis, Kalamazoo finished third in the MIAA with a 6-2 record (14-8 overall). 
Beau Wangtrakuldee ’10 (see photo) earned All-MIAA First Team honors for the fourth consecutive year.
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            resident Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran has made several appointments to endowed chairs,
            including the newly established chairs supported through the Arcus Center for Social Justice
     Leadership.  Adriana Garriga-López, the College’s new professor in medical anthropology, has 
been appointed as the Arcus Social Justice Leadership Assistant Professor of Anthropology, and 
John Dugas, Associate Professor of Political Science, has been appointed as the Arcus Social Justice 
Leadership Chair in Political Science. 
     Gail Griffin, English, has been reappointed as the Ann V. and Donald R. Parfet Distinguished 
Professor in the Humanities. The president has also filled two endowed chairs designated for junior 
faculty. Arthur Cole has been appointed the Roger F. and Harriet G. Varney Assistant Professor 
of Physics, and Jennifer Furchak has been appointed the Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Assistant 
Professor of Chemistry. Regina Stevens-Truss, Chemistry, has been named the Kurt D. Kaufman 
College Professor.
      Endowed chairs honor faculty and enhance the reputation and image of the College. They also 
provide critical professional development support for the recipients and enable “K” to become a 
better educational experience for all 
students. Salary and support for endowed 
professorships derive from the endowment 
income from financial gifts to the College. 
For that reason, endowed professorships 
release general fund salary dollars for 
other purposes. The more endowed 
professorships the College is able to 
realize, the greater the opportunity to 
develop the quality of the learning 
experience here. 
      In addition to the endowed chairs, 
the College announced three promotions 
to the rank of full professor. They are: 
Eric Barth, professor of mathematics; 
Tom Evans, professor of music; and 
Jim Turner, professor of music.

Gail Griffin (second from right), the Ann V. 
and Donald R. Parfet Distinguished Professor in the Humanities, was 
honored during Founders Day festivities with the College’s Lux Esto Award of Excellence. The award is given 
to an employee with 25 years or more of service who exemplifies the spirit of “K” through excellent leadership, 
selfless dedication, and goodwill. Flanking Griffin are (l-r): Karyn Boatwright, psychology; President 
Wilson-Oyelaran; and Zaide Pixley, dean of the first year and advising.

Thirty-five alumni gathered on campus April 9-11 for the 2010 African 
American Alumni Reunion.  The reunion weekend included numerous 
opportunities for alumni to interact with current students and to reconnect 
with each other and the College.  Alumni enjoyed musical entertainment 
from Premium Orange, “K’s” student a cappella group, and the Kalamazoo 
College Gospel Choir. A chapel service featuring Rev. Jevon Caldwell-
Gross ’04 concluded the weekend.  Pictured are (l-r): front row— Jocelyn 
Moore ’04, Donna Coleman Odom ’67, Margaret Ralston Payne ’68, 
Denise Strong ’67, Susan Gregory Johnson ’71, President Eileen 
Wilson-Oyelaran, Natalie Patterson Mark ’01; second row— Alvin 
Odom, Denise Figgins Jones ’76, Nikiah Barnes ’05; third row— Sharell 
Elam ’03, David Hanna ’99, Glenisha Wilson Williams ’01, DeMonte 
Johnson ’71, Sharon McWilliams ’72, Dafina Lazarus Stewart ’95; fourth 
Row— Jevon Caldwell-Gross ’04, Omari Young ’09, Matthew Anderson 
’72, Sandy Lipsey ’72; back row— Chokwe Lumumba ’69, Deborah 
Robinson McKenzie ’76, Brenda Burns Simpson ’76, Melvin McWilliams 
’72, Walter Hall ’64, Kathy Bledsoe ’79, and West Nelson ’81.
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Senior Kelly Hurd loved her study abroad in 
Spain (she participated in the College’s program 
in Caceres), and she loves living in large cities 
(as a sophomore, the Spanish and Art double 
major lived in Manhattan, one of seven “K” 
students selected for the Great Lakes Colleges 
Association’s New York Arts Program). So it 
makes sense she’d try to combine the two 
passions, say, for instance, teaching English 
in Madrid as Kalamazoo College’s sole 2010 
Fulbright Scholar. She’ll depart in September for 
the Spanish capital, where she’ll teach English 
and other subjects to middle school and high 
school students. 

Fulbright Honors

Help ensure “K’s” excellence; give to the 
Kalamazoo College Fund. Visit 
http:/www.kzoo.edu/giving/?p=kcf.


