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Is Controversy
by Paul Ellis

Dead ?
•

GRADE REFORM

To ask if something is dead is to pre
suppose that the something was once alive.
Unfortunately, I am not sure that con
troversy in an academic community has ever
been as alive as I would like; although the
history books indicate that perhaps there
were isolated times and places of great in
tellectual excitement and controversy. Nev
ertheless, I find intellectual life on the
Kalama~Q9 College campus extremely dull. I
am willing to accept 90\ of the blame for
this myself, if others will §ive some thought
to my critique of the other 10 percent of
the blame.

I think I ought first to outline what this
essay shall attempt to do. I shall begin by
discussing the nature of true intellectual
controversy and why it is so difficult to
produce, let alone maintain. Second, I shall
identify those responsible for the present
state of controversy on this campus, so that
there will be no fluttering eyelids of inno
cence. Third, I shall propose an idea which
can aid the situation, but is surely no cure
all.

My perception of the nature of controversy
will not be found in a dictionary. Generally,
I will be referring to intellectual contro
versy, although by no means do I wish to
create a meaningless abstration. There is
no such thing as bad controversy, negative
controversy, or unhealthy controversy. Con
troversy is good. It is (by my definition)
interesting, exciting, and intelligent- or
else it is not true controversy. The ex
citement produced by controversy is a re
sult of the direct conflict of intelligent
ideas. Controversial issues have pros and
cons, both of which must be well thought
out. Controversy should be exciting whether
one is a participant in it or an observer
or it, i.e. one may be engaged in it ac
tively or passively. Also, in order for
people to be engaged in controversy, the
conflict of ideas must be totally open, the
facts must be known, and the differing
opinions understood.

Intellectual controversy deals with ideas,
but we must remember that most action is
derived from ideas. Productive, nonviolent
action is often the result of a resolution
of a controversial idea or ideas. Violent
or destructive action is usually due to the
breakdown of the exchange of ideas. thus
making the resolution of the particular con
troversy impossible. My point is this: an

action in itself is not controversial ex
cept in retrospect, but action is directly
related to a controversy which preceeded
it. The nature of the action(violent or
nonviolent, destructive or constructive,etc)
is dependent upon whether or not the preceed
ing controversy was resolved, and whether
or not the controversy was resolved is dep
endent upon the openness, honesty, intellig
ence and good will of all involved~ _Hence,
the French Revolution was not a controversy;
it was a violent social upheaval. The pre
ceeding controversy was at best, a failure.

The U.S. participation and domination of
the War in Vietnam is seldom a controversial
issue (as I have described the term) because
the pros and cons are not mutually recog
nized as intelligent. The doves think the
hawks are crazy and stupid, and the hawks
think the doves are a bunch of damn commun
ists. Such a situation does not allow a
true meeting of ideas. It is like a bull
fight where the bull refuses to charge, so
the fighter thinks he is automaticallly the
victor. As a matter of fact, the Vietnam
debate (debate is Dot necessarily controver
sy) often lacks intelligence from both sides.
Controversy cannot truly exist when opposing
opinions get their argumentative support
fromaa grabbag of slogans, names, and cliches.

The Black Student Organization-Administra
tion conflict of last Spring also lacked
true controversy. The BSO presented its
demands, and a few days later the Adminis
tration would give its reply. The BSO would
once again present demands, and the Adminis
tration would reply again after a lapse of
a few days. Although private talks between
the BSO and Administration were held, there
was no public direct dialogue. In essence,
no real controversy was developed for the
campus as a whole.

The lack of controversy (and I repeat: con
troversy as I have defined it) on this cam
pus is the fault of the entire college com
munity. Students are much too quick to lab
el a point of view "right" or "left." We
label and reject rather than disprove and
reject. We are also overly defensive, I
think. OUr ideas are often attacked. We
either laugh it off if the criticism is
from the right or we defend our ideas dog
matically if the criticism is from the left
of center. The result is we do not produce

(continued on page 6)

Let us contemplate grades. What purpose
do they serve; better yet, do we really
need them? Grades are something that we've
always attached closely to the learning
process, and this is where the contradic
tion of the fundamental goals in learning
lies. We all agree that learning should
come from within, but then we take some
what of an about face by our acceptance of
the grading system. That is, with the threat
of grades hanging over the stUdents, how
can their concentration be focussed on
learning for their own sake? Half of the
student will always be working for the
~ade when all of him should be working for
himself. Furthermore, grades tend to inhib
it the student's willingness to venture
beyond the bounds of a given course.
Instead, he learns to do what is required
of him except in cases of extreme interest.
Finally, grades are not only an onerous
pressure on the student, but also an un
neccessary one. At Kalamazoo College, with
the kind of selectivity that goes on, we
have the type of student who really wants
to learn, given the right situation and this
situation calls for the·elimination of
grades. It is probably true that grades
serve a necessary purpose in high school
but must they be held over in college, this
college in particular, where it is under
stood that students basically are interes
ted in learning?

With a simple pass-fail system, the re
sponsibility of learning would be firmly
placed in the student's hands, where, in
any case, it will ultimately rest. The
student would then be liberated to do the
kind of imaginative learning that could
make the difference in his college career.

To those who say grades are necessary for
getting into graduate school, it can be
said that Antioch College which has done
away with grades has managed to send 60\
of its men and 30\ of its women on to grad
schools. All that is needed is a new ~ay

of looking at things. If we can see grades
for what they really are - a negative stim
ulus for studying - and realize that when
the desire for learning comes from within,
it is infinitely more meaningful, then
it is not difficult to see how the elim
ination of grades would be beneficial to
all.

Andrew Reed
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Now how about li~t6oiog to fUm?

Live'
from an increase in the incidence of
infant mortality along the path of
the fallout cloud from the first atomic
test in New Mexico in 1945, and from a
detailed correlation of state-by-state
infant mortality excesses with the year
ly changes of strontuim 90 levels in
milk.

The computer-calculated change in infant
mortality was found to have reached close
to one excess death in the U.S. per one
hundred live births due to the release
of only 200 megatons of fission energy
by 1963. This indicates that a release
of some 200 megatons anywhere in the
world, needed in offensive warheads
for an effective first strike or in the
thousands of defensive A.B.M. warheads
required to insure interception, could
lead to essentially no infants sur
viving to produce another generation.

"The infant mortality rates in the
United States have been carefully col
lected for many years. From 1935 to
1950, the rate shows a steady decline,
and mathematical models allow the rate
to be extended to show, on the basis
of previous experience, what the infant
moratlity rate for any time, consistent
with the immediate past. ought to be. But
while elsewhere (with one exception) in
the U.S. the rate continued downward as
expected; in the states downwind of
Alamagordo it did not. There was no
change in the infant death rate in 1946
the year after the Trinity test- but by
1950 the rate in Texas, Arkansas, Lou
isiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia,
and both Carolinas deviated upward from
the normal expectancy. Increases in
excess infant mortality of some twenty
to thirty percent occurred some thousand
to fifteen hundred miles away in Arkan
sas, Louisiana and Alabama••• Thus, as
observed by our research group at the
University of Pittsburg, the Alamagordo
blast appears to have been followed by

the death, before reaching age one, of
roughly one of one hundred children in
the area downwind. No detectable in
crease in mortality rates relative to
the computer-determined 1940~45 base
line was observed in Florida, south pf
the path of the fallout could, or in
the states to the north; and the mor
tality excesses became progressively less \
severe with the increasing distance east-
ward, .... "

"Serious difficulties remained however
in establishing a causal connection
between nuclear testing and these dras
tic changes in the fetal and infant mor
taluty. First, why should fallout, and
in particular strontium 90, cause fetal
and infant deaths, since it goes to the
bones and should therefore cause, if any
thing, bone cancer and leukemia many years
later? Second, there was no observed
direct quantitative relation between dif
ferent levels of strontium 90 in the body
and mortality rates at any given age.
Therefore it was difficult to see how the
very small amounts of radiation resulting
from peacetime testing could possibly

gue that it is necessary to prevent
the destruction of our deterrent forces
by a massive first strike of Russian
SS-9 missiles carrying thousands of
multiple warheads. But the threat of
such an attack loses all credibility
against our present kftowledge that the
vast amounts of long-lived stontium 90
necessarily released into the world's
rapidly circulating atmosphere could
lead to the death of all Russian in
fants born in the next generation, thus
ending the existence of the Russian
people, together with that of all man
kind•••• The unanitcipated genetic ef
fect of stontium 90 has become evident

Children Must

Advertising contributed for the public good

'All

(Editor's Note: This article appeared
some months ago in ESQUIRE with the
title, "The Death of All Children," by
Ernest J. sternglass, professor of Radi
ation physics at the University of pitts
burg. We feel that the article is of
great importance and relevance, and so
we reprint it here.)

"In view of new evidence on the
totally unexpected action of ston
tium 90 on human reproductive cells,
it is apparent that Congress has not
yet considered what may well be the
most important factor affecting its
decision to proceed or not to pro
ceed with the first steps toward the

A.B.M. shield. The fact is this: a
full-scale A.B.M. system, protecting
the United States against a Soviet
'first strike, could, if successful,
cause the extinction of the human
race. (Indeed, the scientific evi
dence indicates that already at least
one of three children. who died be
fore their first birthdays in America
in the 1960's. may have died as a
result of peacetime nucleur testing.)"
"Proponents of the A.B.M. system ar-

Presented as a public service by:

FRIDAY:
KALAMAzOO COLLEGE

God ha~

1i~t606d to gou 600ugh tim~.

Day

More than a few things are troubling our cities,
our world, our souls.

Sometimes, we raise our hands heavenward and say,
"When oh when are you going to change it all, Lord?"
And "changing it all" is just what He expects us to do!

Listen: "Love your neighbor as yourself."
If that were put to practice-really to practice

ghettos would not exist, wars would cease, hunger would end,
inhumanity would be stricken from the dictionary.

A perfect world.
Will we ever see it?

One thing is certain, we won't even begin to see it,
if we don't start doing what God has asked of us

for heaven only knows how long.

Dad's
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KALAMAZOO- Traditional "Dad's Day" festiv
ities have been set for tomorrow, November
8, on the campus. Activities for the day
will begin with registration in the lobby
of Mandelle Administration Building from
9:30 to 11:30 a.m., with a coffee hour with
faculty members set for 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.

A buffet luncheon in Tredway Gymnasium at
noon will precede the featured event of
the day, the gridiron ba-tle between the
Kalamazoo College Hornets and cross state
rival Wayne state. The Hornets have pulled
themselves out of the cellar after whipping
Hope, Adrian, and Olivet, showing unusual
spirit.

Open houses will be held in the dorms and
society rooms following the game from 4:00
to 6:00 p.m.

A buffet dinner in Tredway at 6:30 p.m.
will close the day's activities.
Student co-chairmen for the event are Pia
Chambers, a sophomore from Sherborn,
Massachusetts, and Arnie Campbell, another
sophomore from Litchfield, New Hampshire.
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"All Children Must Live" (continued)

have been the cause of the deviations in
fetel and infant mortality, especially
significant genetic effects had been
observed among the children of the
Hiroshima and Nagasaki survivors.

The causation puzzle now appears to
be solved. In 1963, K.G. Luning and
his co-workers in Sweden published their
discovery that small amounts of strontium
90, injected into male mice three of four
weeks prior to mating, produced an in
crease in fetal deaths among their off
spring ••••More recently, evidence pre
sented at an International Symposium on
the Radiation Biology of the Fetal and
Juvenile Mammal in May, 1969, has dem
onstrated severe chromosone damage, fetel
deaths and congenital malformations in
the offspring of femal mice injected with
strontium 90 before and during preg
nancy. Similiar effects have now been
observed for very small quantities of
tritium, produced by both A-bombs and
relatively 'clean' hydrogen bombs.

In the light of these studies, the
abscence of genetic effects in Hiro
shima is understandable. In Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, the bombs were detonated,
not on the ground as in New Mexico, but
at such an altitude that there was es
sentially no fallout in these two cities
proper. The radiation exposure there
resulted almost exclusively from the
brief flash of X-rays, nuetrons and gamma
rays at the instant of explosion•••But
the problem remains of demonstrating a
direct connection between the levels of
strontium 90 in human fetuses and infants,
on the one hand, and observed changes
in fetal and infant mortality, on the
other. Such a connection seems to emerge
from the. sQ-calJ&d~~toothsuryey'
-~~ied~-~utby· the Dental School of
Washington University in St. Louis,
supported by the U. S. Public Health
Service and directed by Dr. H.L. Rosen
thal. Using the data from tooth-buds
and mandibular bones of aborted fetuses
and from baby teeth collected in the
greater St. Louis area, Dr. Rosenthal's
study showed that the concentration of
strontium 90 contained in the teeth (and
therefore the bones and bodies) of the
developing human fetus and infant, and the
changing excess mortality rates, going up
and down together as atmospheric tests
began in 1951 and stopped in 1963 •••••
From the United States as a whole, we
found a detailed correspondence between
and among: l)the excess infant mortality
relative to the 1935-1950 base line~ 2)
the total Strontium 90 produced by muc
lear weapons~ 3) the Strontium 90 thus
produced actually reaching the gro~d~ ~d

4) the four year average concentrat1.on l.n
U.S. milk from 1955, the year after the
first large H-bomb tests: and 1965, the
year when Strontium 90 concentrations be
gan to level and started to decline once
again •••• To appreciate the magnitude of
these effects, it must be recognized that
in the 1950's about 2.5 to 3.0 infants out
of every hundred born in the U. S. died
before reaching the age of one year. The
average excess infant mortality, therefore
represents close to one child out of one
hundred born, or one of every 2.5 to 3.0
that died during the first year of life.

Since about four million children were
born annually during this period, close
to 40,000 infants one year old or less died
in excess of normal expectations each year,
totaling some 375,000 by the mid-sixties
and continuing at about 34,000 per year
since the end of atmospheric testing by
the U.S. and the U.S.S .R."

Conclusion
"What does all this imply for the de

bate for the debate over deployment of new
nuclear weapons systems, such as A.B.M. or
the M.I.R.V. (Multiple_Indepe~dent~n~~~

Vehicle), ·carrying many warheads in a
single missile? To appreciate the prob
able genetic effects of a large nuclear war,
we consider first the effect of a small
tactical-size nuclear weapons comparable
to the twenty kiloton bombs detonated over
Hiroshima, Nagasaki, and in the desert of
Alamogordo. Since increases of some 20 to
30 percent excess infant mortality were ob
served from a thousand to fifteen hundred
downwind in Arkansas, Alabama, and Louisi
ana, where mortality rates were between 3
and 4.5 per hundred live births, the deton
ation of a single, small tactical-size nu
clear weapon on the ground in the western
United States appears to have led to one
out of one hundred children born subsequent
ly dying before reaching the age of one
year. Therefore, the detonation of only
two megatons in the form of small warheads
would be expected to lead to essentially
no children surviving to maturity in the
states directly downwind.

But according to former Defense Secretary
Clark Clifford, speaking at a N.A.T.O. con_
ference in the fall of 1968, we have close
to eight thousand tactical nuclear weapons
in the kiloton range ready to be released
in order to protect our European allies
from a ground attack by Russia. Thus, we
would probably achieve the protection of
Western European nations at the cost of the
biological end of these nations through the
death of the children of the survivors, to
gether with the death of most children sub
sequently born to the people of East7rn
Europe, Russia, and China as the rad1.oac
tive clouds drift eastward around the
world until they reach the United States.
Thus, the use of the biologically most
destructive small nuclear weapons in tac
tical warfare now appears to be at least
as self defeating as the release of large
qu~tities of nerve gas, killing indiscrim
inately soldiers and civillians, friends
and enemies alike •••• According to the
figures on infant mortality in the United

States, based on the testing of large hy
drogen weapons in the Pacific and Siberia,
both in the atmosphere and outer space,
close to one out of every hundred born are
likely -toO have died as--the --resu-H:-- of ---only
about 200 megatons worth of fission prod
ucts into the worlds atmosphere, under con
ditions which were designed to minimize the
possible effects on health.

According to the testimony of Defense
Secretary Melvin Laird in the Spring of
1969, the U.S.S.R. will have the capability
of launching some 500 SS-9 missiles, each
capable of carrying 25 megatons worth of
bombs in the form of many multiple warheads,
or a total of some 1500 to 2500 warheads.
Together with comparable numbers launched
by smaller missiles, the total megatonnage
would be about 10 to 20,000 megatons need
ed in the first strike that attempts to de
stroy most of our thousands of missiles and
bombers at the same time.

Thus the threat of a first strike by, .
Russia loses all credibility since, l.n or-
der to have any chance at all of preven=
ting devastating retaliation, it woul~ ne
cessarily have to release so much rad1.o
activity into the circulating atmosphere
that it would lead to the death of most
Russian people together with that of all
mankind.

Since it takes at least three to f~ve

Anti-ballistic missiles launched to l.nsure
a high probability of interception, the
U.S. must be prepared to launch some 5000
to 15 000 ABM's in order to provide a, .
meaningful "shield" against such a maSS1.ve
attack ••••• so that the use of this system
to protect our own missiles and cities
would require the detonation of some 10,000
to 30,000 megatons into the stratosphere,
not counting any radio-activity from the
Russian ABM missiles.

Thus, even if anti-missile systems were
to work with ideal precision on both sides,
preserving every home, every school, and
every factory from destruction, the release
of long-lived radioactive materials would
produce more than a hundred times as much
radioactive poison as during all the years
of peacetime testing. Based on the excess

(continued next page)
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mortality observed during the period of
testing, this would most likely be suf
ficient to insure that few if any children
anywhere in the world would grow to matur~

ity to give rise to another generation.
Nor will it make much difference how high

above the atmosphere the bombs are deton
ated, because the Strontium 90 takes 28
years to decay to half of its initial activ
ity, long enough for most of it to return
to earth well before another generation of
children is born. And even if a perfectly
"clean" weapon containing no fissionable
material at all could ever be developed,
the Carbon 14 it produces would get into
the genetic material controlling the life
processes of all living cells, and it takes
5770 years before half of its radioactivity
is exhausted ••••

Nuclear war, with or without antimissiles

or elaborate shelters, is no longer "think=.
able" due to a fatal flaw in the assumptions
of all our military war-gamers.

(Re-printed from ESQUIRE)
submitted by Peter Sendzimir

What Price
Citizenship?

CHEYENNE, Wyo. (AP)--The Wyoming Senate
amended a proposed constitutional amend
ment yesterday, giving 19-year-olds the
right to vote if, in the case of men, they
didn't have long hair.

The amendment, which didn't say anything
about the length of women's hair, provides
that the haircuts of youths 19 and 20 must
conform to military standards.

"When you accept the responsibility of a
citizen, you should look like a citizen,"
said Sen. J. W. Myers of Evanston.
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"EASY RIDER." Produced by Peter Fonda. Dir
ected by Dennis Hopper. Screenplay by Fon-
da, Hopper and Terry Southern. Released That's
by Columbia. Starring Fonda, Hopper and
Jack Nicholson.
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SWAKOR Sub-leaseholders
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The Barmitzvah

day •••••

J.D. Sibilsky

One sunny summer morn •••
Ralph's little brother opened

his eyes and
Socko: :
He turned into a

big
red

lollipop
with a safety stick of course
-Mommy would have no other kind
for her little man.

Now this may seem a pleasant tale
to some of you so far - and I have
No doubt it is
But here is the poor nipper's
dilemma-as it was explained
to me by Ralph (and I quote)
Poor boy:
He couldn't very well
sit around

licking
himself

all

But what else is
a lollipop good for,
for heaven's sake?

Recently the South Africans announced
their first oil strike by an offshore rig
drilling with American know how.

United States policy on apartheid is
to work through the United Nations.
That's why we're ignoring the 1963
UN resolution urging member states to
refrain from supplying oil to South Africa.

The State Department also questions
South Africa's legal right to administer
South West Africa. But Shell, Gulf and
Chevron have taken up oil leases there
offered by the South African government.

So when you see our brands, remember,
apartheid keeps the tiger in your tank.
Where he belongs.
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FRIDAY: is published weekly by
the Kalamazoo College Index.

Michael Miller - Editor Kris Korten
Charlotta Thunander Paul Ellis

and a few others

Today South Africa depends almost entirely
on imports for its oil supplies.

Mobil, Standard Oil of California (Caltex),
and Esso control some 44% of the market for
all petroleum products in South Africa. Mobil
and Caltex also own two of the country's
three major refineries.

Our brands keep apartheid rolling.
We have taken the lead in oil prospecting

so as to bolster the security of white rule.
So have other companies like Gulf, Amoco,
Atlantic Richfield, Tenneco and Chevron.

The map below shows you exactly where
each company has staked its claim to
apartheid. A Southern word for segregation.

(CPS)--One who finds peace pondering the
hum of a stereo, the emptiness of a point
less interruption or the living, breath
ing, phantasmagoric quality of trees and
flowers while on drugs, will identify with
th~ film "Easy Rider."

The marijuana and acid scenes are among
the most honest to be depicted in a com
mercially-distributed motion picture. There
are the familiar disoriented, absurd con
versations, fickle mood changes from par
anoia to trust and back again, dreamy
smiles, searching eyes, and interludes of
quiet meditation.

The camera work approximates the vision
of one who is stony, focusing in a peacock
frill of blurry colors upon a solitary
object--a white blossom, the glowing wall
of a cliff, the carved figure of Jesus on
a cross, etc.--then shifting suddenly to
another object, another scene.

At one instant, the two main characters,
Peter Fonda and Dennis Hopper, are bedding
down for the night in a dark hollow of trees
crickets chirping in the background; at
the next, a blaze of white sunlight bl~ds

the audience and the two are zooming on
their motorcycles across the Golden Gate
Bridge to the pounding beat of Steppenwolf's
"Born ..:to be wild." _

The music is excellent, with major groups
such as the Byrds and the Jimi Hendrix Ex
perience providing the accompaniment
throughout.

"Easy Rider" is more, though, than a mere
glorification of the "big vroom and the
narcotic high" as a reviewer for the Chris
tian Science Monitor wrote. It has a mes
sage.

If the unforgettable vividness of the
sights and sounds produces in one a "high"
or general feeling of euphoria, the plot
causes a hard crash, for it first offers
exposure to all that is good about being
free only to leave one's psyche bruised
and battered by the roadside at the end be
cause, man, though it's your life, you can't
really do what you want.

Fonda, who wears a jacket and helmet
bearing designs of the American flag and is
known as Captain America, and Hopper, who
resembles a freaky Davy Crockett, are kind
of like hip Ulysses' pursuing an odyssey of
discovery in modern-day United States after
making a financial killing from smuggling
drugs.

They ride by red rock canyons, open fields
and scores of back country hamlets, smoke
grass with a hitchhiker in a cave, pass the
joint at a midwest commune, frollick nude
in a mountain pond with commune chicks--in
short, partake without remorse of the good
life unfettered by jobs, homes, permanent
relationships, etc.

All the while, there are mounting signs
that the travelers are out on a dangerous
limb defying fate. Innkeepers won't give
them shelter, they are arrested for innoc
ently clowning on their cycles in a town
parade, stares are hostile and the voices
they hear are viciously abusive and accented
with hate.

The U.S. is being tested, see. Is it a
Pepperland where two longhair honchos on
doodaded-up bikes can remain alive and well
and find true happiness, or are there too
many Blue Meanies?



can be seen at
until Nov. 30.

1:30 - 4:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
6:30 pm
2:00 pm

10:00 am
10;45 am
2:00 pm
9:30 am
7:30 pm
7:30 pm

THE ART OF BLACK AFRICA AND OCEANIA - Front and Main Galleries
FIVE RELIGIOUS PAINTINGS FROM THE HICKOX COLLECTION - West Gallery
CERAMICS BY MARC HANSEN - North Gallery
AMERICAN GRAPHICS FROM THE PERMANENT COLLECTION - Lower Gallery
PAINTINGS BY GERALD MAST AND CERAMICS BY JULIE AND TYRONE LARSON -

Collectors' Gallery

2 Opening for New Exhibitions
5 Camera Hobbyists
6 Upjohn Camera Club
7 Members' Dinner and Lecture for 5th Anniversary Fund Exhibition
9 Movies - "Citizen Kane" and "Three Film Poems"

11 Tour Guide Seminar
12 Art League Speaker - Philippe De Montello
16 Musical - "Sight and Sound" - The Society for Old Music
19 Friends of Art Meeting
19 Board of Directors Meeting
28 Kalamazoo Movie Club

EXHIBITIONS
November 4- 30
Through Nov. 23
November

These and other pieces
the Gilmour Art Center

THE ART OF BLACK AFRICA AND OCEANIA, an exhibition of one hundred and thirty im
portant examples of primitive sculpture from Africa and Oceania, will be exhibited in the
Front and Main Galleries of the Art Center from November 4 through the 30. The special
exhibit is sponsored by the 5th Anniversary Fund, a special fund established in 1966 to
bring important exhibits to the Art Center. The exhibit brings together works in wood,
ivory, wrought iron and brass by tribal artists from Nigeria, Mali, Congo, Ivory Coast,
Northern Liberia, Ghana, New Guinea and others. Works have been loaned bycollectors,
dealers and museums across the country for this exhibit. The original idea for the exhibit,
which was over a year in preparation, came from Mr. David Markin an Art Center Board
Member and a collector of primitive art. An illustrated catalog of the exhibition carries
background material written by Markin and Allen Wardwell, Curator of Primitive Art atthe
Chicago Art Institute, who will also speak at a special Members' Dinner the evening of
Friday, November 7.

ACTIVITIES
November

to resolve itself if given the. proper set
ting and conditions. Hence, the Hearing
could serve as a catalyst for ra~ional

changes in traditional policy. Congressional
hearings have changed the Senate's policy
of automatically granting the Defense Depart
ment all the money it wants. Senator Ful
bright's hearings on the War in Vietnam have
been instrumental in making the Senate, and
perhaps the entire country, much more crit
ical of our traditional foreign policy.
Hearings on this campus could serve the
same function. The Administration might
want to educate itself with drug use on
campus and its effect on the student (the
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enough new ideas. Dogmatism is subversive fifth Amendment will, of course, always be
to real controversy. in effect)Q The Faculty might want to call a

Yet, I find the Faculty and Administration searing to determine the success of the Honor
less praise worthy than Students. They seem System. The Student Body might wish to call
to believe that limited controversy is all hearings on the Kalamazoo College budget,
right, but that unlimited controversy is the social regulations on campus, or even
somehow bad or disruptive. Nonsense. The the four quarter system. A hearing on the
greatest fault of the Faculy is that they -- role o£ -tlfte Blaek Student in a liberal arts
do not spend enough time making controversy; college was desperately needed last Spring.
and the Administration purposely channels
controversy into private or small group
discussions. The Administration will public
ly announce decisions on controversial mat
ters, but never will settle controversial
matters publicly.

Although we may be inclined to condemn this
campus as particularly dull, I do not think
such a view is just. Most college campuses
are intellectually dull for the majority of
students. What is needed, therefore, is some
procedure that will develope the latent con
troversial issues which do exist here. We
will not find such a procedure by looking
at other campuses. Yet, I think there is
such a procedure, and it can be adapted to
the college campus. The procedure I am speak
ing of is the Congressional Hearing.

The Student Body, Faculty, or Adminis
tration would be allowed to announce a pub
lic hearing on any issue or topic of which
they wanted information and opinions. The
body which originally called the Hearing
would have the right to call any witness to
testify, from President Eigks to the freak
iest freshman. The Hearings would be totally
open, fact-finding, and serve as a forum
where opposing ideas and opinions would con
front each other face to face.

Controversy, more often than not, tends

(continued from page 1)
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