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had the pleasure of grooving along to 
Kalamazoo’s own funkers Funktion, 

for free! As soon as they started playing, 

only knew how to play but how to have a 
good time, and you can tell just by looking 

groovy funk soul, but also drew various 

band blended the bright and lively sounds 

n Friday, April 15th, the Strutt was the 

populace headed off to the myriad of 
parties that occur on the average weekend, 
those who chose to head right down the hill 
got more than they bargained for during 

ranged from the chaotic “All Noise No 

their rotating bandmates, as they would 

David Beeman, the mastermind of the 
group, performed passionately from start 

were a little heavy on the harmony on most 
songs, but it wasn’t enough to really take 

worth checking out for those who like a 

truly proved that you don’t have to be a 

show of musicianship that puts most bands 

song was well put together and delivered 
so well that it was hard to believe that 

himself is also a genuinely nice person, as 
after his show he took the time to sit around 
and talk to really anyone who wanted to 

informed me that although they don’t get to 

be coming during mid-June to play around 

songs, so in order to listen to them you will 
have to visit either his MySpace or Live 
Nation pages in order to get a preview, but 

them a while to set up, and every second 
that they weren’t on stage the crowd 

they took the stage, the audience clamored 
for them to start playing, and they did 

bursting with energy, and you could see 

that the live atmosphere took away from 

the microphone, but the audience didn’t 

made the show for me, throwing down 
bass lines that stood out above everything 

very dissonant, but they always made sure 
to resolve into a brighter sound, creating a 
contrast throughout their songs that made 

self-titled album that they just released and 
get a taste of what so many Kalamazoo 

Jon Husar

of a vocalist, guitarist, bassist, keyboardist, 

around to let their minds jump around with 
the music, but went about their business 

musicians play at the events throughout 

of the organizers to consistently stage  
diverse and quality acts, but 
barely anyone has the time 
to actually enjoy it for more 

saw people showing interest 
for this performance but just 
had to go eat or do other 
things on their busy afternoon 

to have the leisure to funk 

to the show, they delivered a 
good time throughout both 

trumpet solos and one section where the 
percussionist djammed on the djembe in 

getting to actually converse with the band 

some band members came down to my 
seat and started talking to the audience, 

sticking around and rocking out through 

shout outs and gesturing and honored 
my request with their anthemic tune 

and for free especially, Funktion already 

but the interactive vibe was what made it 

released their sophomore album, so stay 
tuned for information on their future 

Chris Wachiralappaitoon 

Funktion

The Go Rounds, Benjamin Riley  Band, Old Lights

4.28.11 @ Hicks

4.15.11 @ The Strutt



he Strutt was uncharacteristically 

unpredictable Michigan weather, which 
had once again turned chilly, patrons of 

Among these were representatives of the 
typical Strutt crowd: your standard hipsters 

middle-aged couples whose presence at 

that one guy who 
is always really 
drunk regardless 
of time or day of 

particular Sunday, 
however, patronage 

bring their children to the Strutt (and before 

parent), it was brought to my attention that 
the long-haired, energetic critters belonged 
to Augie and Korin Visocchi, an adorable 
married couple who also happen to be 
accomplished, Michigan-based musical 

After a dazzling warm-up from soulful 
Stephanie Nilles (who belted a song about 

Jake Simmons (of Jake Simmons and the 

the announcement that it would be their 
second-to-last show before a hiatus due to 
a new baby being on the way, the crowd 

erupted in coos and applause, 
neither of which ceased 

presented the audience with 
was a musical dichotomy 
that simultaneously felt 
completely natural and 

Visocchis’ beautiful contrast of 
male and female vocals echoed 
the contrast of attitudes in 
their music: at times sassy 
and infused with alt-country 
energy and harmonica, at other 
times unbelievably adorable, 

Lessons to engage on a personal level with 
the audience, peppering their set with brief 
anecdotes about places in Michigan and 

love songs, the genuine emotion seen when 
these tracks are performed stems from 
a love of performing, music, the subject 

contrast, it was 
a wonderful 
treat to be able 
to watch two 
people, clearly 
madly in love 
with each other, 
perform these 

For the last two songs of the performance, 
Augie and Korin stepped off the stage and 

beautiful performance can be replicated in 

will provide something even more honest 
and delicately crafted in a live performance 

a spectacle that is both energetic and 
intimate, feisty and charming, fun to watch 

Lessons breathe new life into the Michigan 

What   the   Hard   Lessons  

presented  the  audience  with  

was  a  musical  dichotomy  

5 Naked

Miranda Phair

he music industry as a whole has 
changed drastically over the past two 

music storage and the internet have 
reduced the need for physical music 

Amazon MP3 distribute music to the 

be produced as non-mainstream artists fail 
to see the need for widespread physical 

websites stand in contrast to this, such as 

Even these last strongholds of physical 
media are affected by the changing 
musical technology, as record shops rarely 

diehards who still buy vinyl, and sites like 

from artists that hardly anyone has ever 

for iPods is being reduced as the technology 
in smartphones advances in leaps and 
bounds, which are now capable of holding 

the days of searching through record shops 
are mostly over, as people look for music 

record in your hand just feels better than 

more substantial, more tangible than any 

artists are still releasing new albums on 
vinyl, despite the stigma surrounding 

come where we can listen to music through 
a chip embedded in our head, but people 
will still feel the need to be able to pick up 
their music and place it in a stereo system, 
to sort it and stack it and show their 

ebooks, downloadable music is a sad but 
unavoidable step in the information age, as 
physical media becomes less treasured and 
everything becomes more portable, more 

undoubtedly useful, its intangible nature 
weakens its relationship with those who 

has become scattered and distracted, with 

gems get lost in the rush to listen to what’s 

seek to provide you, our wonderful 
readers, with meaningful music that will 
be with you for years, as long as your 

Not All Change is 
Progress

The Hard Lessons
4.17.11 @ The Strutt
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Marlene Espinoza

 

raided more often, especially after the 

a time when we were setting up and the 

color?

underground scene is very loyal to it but in 

a lot of DJs in the city and a lot of them 
are really good, so everyone always has 
to step their game up, and producing has 
become a huge part in being successful 

Victor:

Naked:

V:

creative while still trying to remain crowd-

still want do your thing and play your 

most people just see you as an iPod and 
they think that you’re just going to play 

throwing the party and where in the city 

V:

N:

play?

the lights and seeing a cop standing in the 

often do your parties get raided?
V:

N:

V:

N:

Anything neon
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  How is the music for Frelon chosen?

it’s pretty much whatever you want to do 

  Tell me about your “Cosmic Love” piece.

minute of dancing and tweaked it after 

 What did you think of the feminist 
backlash against the now infamous “man 
dance/mance” in that Index article?

choreographer didn’t intend to offend 

             What inspires the dances at Frelon?
                  A lot of what people see is what 

show, Mia Michaels and other 

As far as music … (stops) oh God! 

girls who’ve done ballet for 15 to 20 years, 

who have hip-hop training and it all comes 

not what know what it is but you just know 

Everyone can dance; 
you just have to feel it.

Song and dance have always been 
intertwined like a pair of lovers, 

complementing the faults of one with 
the strengths of the other. Music 
b e c o m e s less static when 
c o u p l e d with movement, and 
movement in dance seems hollow 
w i t h o u t sound. With the varied 
a n d engaging choices of 
music in the 2011 Frelon Spring 
Show, there was no doubt that 
it would be a fascinating 
show, both musically and 

choreographically. 
The mix of well k n o w n 
music with catchy 
unknown tunes made 
this a show worth 
r e m e m b e r i n g , 

with music ranging from Lady Gaga and 
the Michael Jackson to Florence and the 
Machine and The National. 

 When we asked the 
choreographers why 

they chose their music, we 
received an interesting 

variety of answers.  
The energy of the 
music was important 
to many of the 

choreographers, 
to provide the 

audience with 
fast paced 
music and 
m a t c h i n g 
visuals, and 
to bring out 
the liveliness 
in both the 
audience and 
the dancers. 
Brittany King-

Pleas explains 
how “the 

song itself 
brought 

a lot 
o f 

energy to the choreography.” The feel 
of the piece also played a role in many 
of the musical choices made. “To me 
my dance was the embodiment of the 
waves of emotions that the song conveys 
from playfulness, ego, and pure joy” 
choreographer Hannah Gray says. Mara 
Livezy states, “Dancers do not just 
robotically repeat learned movement, 
but they often travel on the roller coaster 
of emotion, just as an actor would when 
taking on a persona.”  Past experiences 
inspired a few song and dance 
combinations, gracefully portraying 
issues friends and family deal with, such 
as in the dance “Body Image”. The lyrical 
content of the song inspired much of the 
dancing, as lyrics evoke emotion that the 
dance reinforces. Lane Powell explains, 

words of the song were the inspiration 
behind a lot of the dance.”

 Some of the music was chosen to 
support the concept of the dance, to evoke 
feeling in the audience through choice of 

For some of the choreographers the music 
led to the dance, as the music inspired 

I kept listening to it over and over again 
imagining dance steps simultaneously” 
Sameen Haque says. Throughout the 
show the music chosen blended well with 

the choreography, even through the 
pieces not traditionally performed 

to, such as “Cosmic Love” by 
Florence and the Machine.

FrelonNaked:

Charlie:

N:

C:

N:

C:

N:

C:
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THE MUSIC OF FRELON
{{in order of appearance}}

	  

	  

{Solo	  Dolo	  

	  	  	  

Fembroiled in the rigours of their academics 

show opened with a celebratory “African 

followed by a culturally informative address 

a bold opener just as danceable as Frelon’s 

dance brought themes of universalism and 
Afrocentricism to the fore over the energetic 

written and performed by sophomores, 

integrationist stance on controversial issues 
of race and ethnicity reminding us of our 
common African roots despite the physical 
dissimilarities we see in our “brothers and 

poetically delivered the words, “slavery 

uncomfortably thought-provoking facts 
about the state of health in Kalamazoo and its 

performances insightfully addressed issues 

mention the wit of Dion Bullock and his 

with the playful passion of a  stand-

diversify the majority-white campus: “Even 
though the transport system sucks, you 

into a more interactive half which shared the 

civil rights struggle of African Americans in 
Kalamazoo, and was voiced by senior Elvin 

the appropriately titled dance, “System 

presented was a fast-paced avant-garde pop-
on-steroids production, as sparkly as it was 
dirty, choreographed by returning junior 

elements of American and Euro-pop, Afro-
dance music, Jamaican dancehall and reggae-
ton, and was a memorable metaphor for the 

enervated lingering stereotypes which 
surround African-American/black students 

was impactful, cohesive, well-thought out, 
relevant and tactful, a meaningful artistic 

welcoming to students of different ethnic 

Stann-Omar Jones
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J
ake Simmons is a local artist based out 

N: Tell us about how you got started in 
Kalamazoo?
J:  

Kalamazoo and started playing with a lot 

enjoyed here and started playing more with 

Kalamazoo under my own name was with 

N:  Do you have any material coming out 
soon?
J: 
its coming out in August and we will be 
doing a whole bunch of touring before and 

places all over the state, and we will put up 

N:  
J:  

Petty and a lot of classic American rock, 

N: Why the name Jake 
Simmons and the Little Ghosts?
J: 
that ran for at least two years 

able to tour and keep things 
going, more than the other guys 

band would have my name in 

N: 
What you’ve been through and what you 
try to out into your music?

J: Especially in the last few 

to write socially about things that 

of not necessarily let go of it in 

thing thats been pushing me to 
write songs other than personal 
relationships is the idea of all 

Between students 
having their cards 
taken away, and 

right now and can’t afford to go 

If you gave Jake Simmons’s EP, 
Can’t Be Saved, a listen and 

recorded it himself in a basement, 
you would not believe it. But it is 
indeed the truth. Hometown hero 
Jake Simmons brings us a quality 

tracks on Can’t Be Saved. Opening 
with delicate guitar and harmonica 
melodies, “Bury This Town” 
combines an alt-country sound 
with upbeat, soulful vocals to 
orchestrate an anthem that speaks 
to every young person’s desire to 
someday escape their hometown. 
“I’ll Follow” delivers the same alt-
country rhythm, but with a sassier 
style and layered with enchanting 
backing vocals. “Different Shades 
of Green,” which, as the weakest 
track on the EP, isn’t all that 
weak, slows things down with 
soulful wailings, extended guitar 
solos, and vocal proclamations. 
In the title track, Simmons again 
brings us the upbeat vibe from 
the earlier tracks, this time with 

in Hell,” the perfect track to end 
the compilation, features this same 

vocalist whose voice contrasts with 
Simmons’s rich and powerful tone 
in earlier tracks. While the pieces 
are admittedly raw, the genuine 
passion shines through quite 
spectacularly, convincing you that 
this EP, in fact, can be saved, and 
rightfully should be. By Mirandra 
Phair

Jake Simmons

Ian Geiman



RagbirdsThe

bustling around the quad, setting up all 
kinds of attractions for the college’s anual 

was constructed, tables were set up, and 

sound check that those lucky enough to live 

band from Ann Arbor, Michigan, would 

the stage at both 12:30 and 2:30, and Naked 

the details! 



Fhave been unable to successfully 

people they sound something like folk but 

are an eclectic patchwork of contrasting 

by the distinctive smoky, sweet lilt of 

easy to get absorbed in their unusual, 

feel and sound like melodic 

throughout each song captures 
their listener’s interest and 
evokes curiosity as to their 

distinct mood and focus, evoking 

life’s journey, and the struggles through its 
many trials, which they certainly did at this 

needed energy through their varied 

band’s charismatic and multitalented front-
woman, fought for students’ attention as 

gave K students some refreshing musical 

of world sounds and shoe-stomping folk-

abruptly between genres and styles, giving 

of musical chaos, each member seemed 

ending procession of foreign percussion 

constant through the 

motley collection of international sounds 

opal thing, these opal colored birds: the 

means we are almost always on 

band has been on the road for 
about 6 years, since its formation 

Erin’s solo album, titled Scenes From the 
th, 

5th

Ragbirds

Zoe Beaudry & Laurel Wiinikka-Buesser 

For tour dates and information 
of their upcoming  album visit 

their website at:
www.theragbirds.com
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musical career with the release of 

melancholy, often unearthly, a bit surreal 

the percussion sets a slightly jauntier, but 

emotion, nature, and purpose, their music 

frantic confusion, and you get the sense that 
they are wondering aimlessly in search of a 

glancing at magnetic poetry on a friend’s 
fridge and reading a combination of the 

conveys a sense of searching and/reaching 

mythical air akin to Loreena McKennitt’s 

augmented by the child’s voice and 
the addition of bagpipes a n d 
tambourine is in-
keeping with t h e 
ambiguous questions posed 
by their lyrics: 

what can’t be 

 
As they lament the painful parts of life, 

the cause of our own suffering and that 
we must accept and let go of our regret, 
forgive ourselves, and recognize that life 
is a fantastic journey because it is both 

of bliss, and invigoration, but we must 
also sometimes feel its ache to the core of 
our being and accepting that life is better 

which, following a mostly moody album, 

past grievances and recovery from their 

like sound—moody and dark like much of 
the rest of the album—but which smoothly 
softens in tone and lightens in mood until 
the entire mood is suddenly enlivened 
as cacophony of sounds that are almost 
woodland-like, instrumental trills that 

WANDERLOVE

agbirds breached cross-continental 
boarders with Wonderlove, their 

mood, is more upbeat than their 

intermingling of 
cultures that vary from song 

 As they lose 
t h e m s e l v e s in this 

 o f 
m u s i c a l c u l t u r e s 
--  you can feel 

M i d d l e Eastern, 
African, 

augment the feeling that you are hiking 

they don’t forget to pay a visit to their 

 

Laurel Wiinikka-Buesser 

!e Ragbirds also have another album 
out entitled Finally Almost Ready 

(2009), and a new album is slated to 
release in the fall.
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Bdetails over April 13th

the single artist laying themselves on stage 
with just the guitar between themselves 
and the audience-it’s brave, beautiful and 
bold, and will get more choked up than 
my tiny Peruvian grandmother during the 

Andrew Belle opens up with a raspy 

sort of voice that reaches out and leans 

singer/songwriter these days: his lips press 
against the microphone as if it were one of 
the many lovers that dot his songs and the 
guitar remains a backdrop to the hollow 

lets the songs sit around for a few seconds 
after he is done playing and lets the crowd 

listener is allowed a moment of respite and 

sound like your average 
coffee shop guitar player, 

there is something about 
his songs and his style 
that makes one want 
to sit down and listen-

some artists enjoy the 
controlled environment 

listen to album 

Ladder, that his 
individualization 
from the rest 
of the guitar 
and pen dual 
wielding crowd 
wasn’t distinct 
enough- and 

personally led me to enjoy the little show on 

this distinction remains that much more 
clear when it comes to the very tone of his 

of his songs are dark and by no means 

up with Andrew Belle proclaiming “woe is 

shallow, wispy impression of the songs 
when performed live, which is fantastic 
considering you aren’t left with the 
mellow depression the album versions 
provide-almost assuredly resulting in an 
embarrassing bout of uncontrolled weeping 

melancholy crowd, Belle pinches the 
frowny faces of the viewers by possibly 
being one of the quirkiest individuals to 

most of a crowd in bushels of ashamed 

Andrew plugs awkward stories that hail 
from his brief career that crinkle cheeks 

ANDREW  BELLE
The   Chicago-based   singer-songwriter   took   the   stage   at   Jazzman’s   Cafe   on   April   13th,  
performing  for  Wind  Down  Wednesday.    If  you  couldn’t  make  the  show,  read  about  it  below.

Zac Clark

Follow this QR Code to access 
Andrew Belle’s website.
Follow this QR Code to access 
Andrew Belle’s website.
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ALadder, it  ends up sounding like 

Andrew Belle’s personal style seems 
lost without the humor and gentle 
voice present in his live shows that is 
swallowed up by a raspy tone that is all 

any insults to our collective city pride), an 
originality that sets Andrew Belle apart from 

down a lonely hallway or two, otherwise 
seven or eight song of self-pity and woe grow 

atop strings that comingle in a playful give 
and take between her docile tones and 

Belle’s style seems to become augmented 

communities that he embedded himself 
in sprout out from the musical ensemble 

Tenn

is great, and the song in of itself is pleasant, 
the entirety of the album seems a little too 

more than anything, is a reason to watch 
out for the artist and his work in the future, 
but for now, Andrew Belle has a few more 

Naked: 

changed your singing name from Drew 
Fortson to Andrew Belle?
Andrew Belle: 
wanted to have a musical identity and a 

N: 
rock sound?
A:
Laswell… Pretty much any new artist 
doing something interesting lyrically and 

that they were a lot more interesting if we 
played them more up-tempo and with a full 

N: 
being featured in popular shows like 

A:

realized that artists that wrote and sang 
songs like mine were being featured on 

N: 
A:
friend Erin’s basement and we were playing 

N: 
songs started to circulate the airwaves? 
A:
never see it the same way anyone does and 

N: So when do you plan to release new 
music?
A:

N: 
A: 

N: 
listening to?
A: 

N: 
most looking forward to this year?
A: 

Michaelson is going to put something out 

N: 
A: 
in December just for fun and we thought 
we might as well play one show since we’re 

=Interview=

Belle  still  climbing,  but  
not  yet  at  the  top

Zac ClarkStann-Omar Jones
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What was it like growing up in a 

musical family and going on tours? 

my parents practicing their songs and 

would have somebody to watch me while 

singing with them at performances as well 
as recording in the studio on their original 

How many CDs have you released?

currently in the process of recording a new 

should come out in late June or early in July 

How many guitars do you have? And 

what’s your favorite kind?

guitar that my Dad made for me (which 
can be found at ), 

in a band, she teachers guitar at Kalamazoo 

your band and publicize it?

have to be willing to play anywhere and 
everywhere for virtually no money because 

be really on top of networking sites like 

ourselves so once we get done working our 
jobs during the day, we go to work at night 
booking, promoting, practicing, recording 
and all the other multitude of things that 
must be done to continue doing what we 

Have you met any famous musicians?

What instruments do you play?

If you could perform with any of the 

artists who inspired you, who would it be?

work with other current rock bands like 

Most of those guys aren’t around anymore 

Micaela Kingslight

Laura Crouch

Micaela Kingslight
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Jazzy and energizing, Stephanie 
Nilles’ recently released album, 

phrase of the album – “Myspace is 
the place where disaffected folks / 
Go to make themselves seem happy 
/ And Facebook is just the gateway 

through which the self-absorbed 

of political commentary and social 
criticism that make the album more 

with many a jazzy instrumental section 

as a classical pianist, Stephanie’s piano 
playing is as amazing on tape as it is 

something special about listening to 
her simple but powerful combination 

pieces from her newest record to doing 
a fast and furious rendition of Busta 

a spectacular and fun performance 

this encourage me to go out and see 
more performances in Kalamazoo, to 

music scene right outside our college’s 
By Ian Geiman

Stephanie Nilles is a Folk / Jazz 
singer/songwriter that played 
at The Strutt last month. She is 
one of the many talented artists 
that visit at The Strutt, and 
brings her lively and interesting 
music for all to enjoy. Her latest 
record, Fuck Off Grizzly Bear, 
is reviewed in this issue of the 
magazine. This and her other 
records are available at either 
Bandcamp.com or through 
iTunes, and are well worth the 
listen.

Naked: How did you start as a musician?
Stephanie:  I actually got started around 
5 or 6, I started taking piano lessons, which 
naturally led itself to just classical music. I played 
classical piano for I guess 20 years, and went to 
the Cleveland Institute of Music for it, and it 
wasn’t until a!er college until I started singing 
or writing songs at all. "en I started doing that 
when I lived in New York, and then I picked up 
a few gigs in Manhattan, and those gigs turned 
into more gigs. Eventually I decided I was going 
to go on the road.

N:

be?
S: 

N: Will you be coming back to Michigan?
S:  

N: What is the most interesting gig you 
ever played?
S:

converted into a place to play music, the 

have one show a week and the entire town 

S t e p h a n i e  N i l l e s

comes out to see them and pays to get in, 

its this beautiful cavernous barn with what 
used to be all the stables that go around the 

N: What has been your current music 
addiction?
S:

playing with had that album and put that 
on, and ended up listening to like the whole 

N: What is a band that you have moved 
away from?
S:

N: How do you put yourself and your 
beliefs into the music?
S:

naturally to me to write break up songs, 

of the songs are just crafted in a way that 
by listening to them, you feel like you’re 

Ian Geiman
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A
blend of tremulous synthesizers, subdued, 
robotic vocals, and hip hop beats creates 
an irresistible and unusual post-thrash 

to create tension with minimalism and 

analog synthesizers, 
tape machines, and looping video of 80’s 

notoriously mysterious Pennysylvania 

is the eponymous side project that he 

side project attracted a larger audience 

Fucked Up Friends was released 

the previously empty void 
for stoner-electro-hip 

Maniac Meat, 

focus of the show, progresses into a heavier 

Fec’s deliberately nonchalant attitude 
towards the audience and his performance 

between his detached attitude and the 

he transitioned casually from guitar to 
keyboard to Daft Punk-esque vocals 
on the mic, he only shot the crowd the 
occasional bemused glance, as if he had 

often he would raise one arm lazily into the 

distorted synth riffs that sounded like 

Up Friends, brought everyone to their 

audience was dancing, all sound stopped 
abruptly and the lights came back 

the fans and became immediately 
indistinguishable from any other 

Zoe Beaudry

G
Schiender) and Dmac (DeJon McQueen), 
two young freshmen bringing something 

Golden Age earnestly raps for the love of 
the music- and they’re having fun with 

and sweet, the EP delivers from the very 

rappers try to front like they heavy on 
the mic/But they lightweights compared 
to me/Despite the ability to even kill an 

level of skill on the opening track, but they 

heavy bass, and a killer hook (Like twitter 

 Scott D lets the listener know why 

teacher, more like a preacher/So here’s the 

student singer, Emily Moldy, bringing 

little something - something for fans of 

to release sometime in May, it seems that 
Golden Age will have anyone who listens 

 

TOBACCO

GOLDEN AGE

nitially released to a small crowd at 
th-

Fiona Dickinson’s debut album Duende is 
a dark, delicious slice of the  eclectic treat 

Unlike the sanguine, miasmatic nature 
of her music, Fiona very plainly sets an 
atmosphere for the album even before the 

southern-Spanish origins that roughly 
translates to either “dark, intense, musical 

infused into songs such as “My Lovely 

Each tune is mesmerizing in nature and 
every minute lingers on for individual 
eternities that live on inside your ears 

artists will focus on a minimalist style, 
isolating their whispering vocals over a 
single guitar, Dickinson veers off into a 

dark fertilizer upon the roots of folk music 
and encompasses the listener in their entire 
with a seven-piece choir and a few string 
elements, providing an inundating wave of 

and ambient, most of the songs don’t stray 
from the formula of drawn out lows and 
shallow highs that are stringed together 

many forays into other areas of the genre- 

soft pack itself is well made and not sore on 
the eyes with the cover done by local artist 

swirl of a green and white background-
it’s nice to see the Kalamazoo art scene 
come together to truly create something 

on a chance to pick up this slice of the 
slumbering Kalamazoo music machine that 

Fiona Dickinson

Zac Clark
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Joe Bonamassa is the face of modern 

King at 12 years of age and received 
praise from the King himself as “one of 

Before the performance started, they 

their gigantic full-blown sound system, 

Joe Bonamassa walked on stage right 

from straight-up blues, to blues-rock, to 
hard rock, even sounding progressive 

striking qualities about him is his 

rest of his live band was more than 
adequate (the drummer rocked hard), 

lighting and background presented a 
smooth and colorful contrast, varying 

have seen some of the best guitarists in 

never been as touched by live music as 

was mellow, yet soulful at the same 

came up on stage alone with an acoustic 
guitar and started soloing away for 

the end of his beautiful solo, the entire 
audience stood up simultaneously 

cheers for encore were almost as loud 
and lively as those in metal concerts, 
even coming from the almost entirely 
middle-aged audience (young people 

e all know what school-sponsored 

a playlist, entry by entry, of the top 20 from the 
last 6 months, sprinkled with some throwbacks 

monotony of the same old music was broken 

so it was crafted from the ground up with a 

that performed were student volunteers, and in 
my humble opinion, have a taste in music that 
is more relevant to what the students demand 

massive amount of glow-sticks blurred with 
the beat, and the fashion sense was almost as 

the occasionally gentlemen, complemented the 

job of recreating the club scene in a way that 

Dquarter when a friend gave him a 

but has been passionate about electronic 

plays, he tries to “get people moving and 

them a collective sense of wonder for the 

Ddisciple of DJ Johnny Vegas, Pem found a passion for DJing and picked up the basics 

Johnny Vegas started playing drums at 

when he got a music editing program from 

hear Green Day or something on the radio, 

about DJing that there is a learning curve, 
but once it is overcome, the medium allows 

look into a music editing program like 

It’s just unreal, you know? When DJ Pem 
drops, it’s like being on another planet, 
really. Some people call it an ‘eargasm.’

–DJ Pem fan

Joe 
Bonamassa
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t seems like recently the only thing music 

from the same region that brought you 

the Giant is a very competent indie band 
that has somehow managed to climb out of 
the chaos of trendiness and commercialism 

while at the same time creating a sound that 

Giant it might be because their original 

band is now comprised of lead singer/

Payam Doostzadeh playing the bass, and 

the aforementioned names would seem 
to indicate a melting pot of culture and 

Known for the unique brand of 
angry pop-rock that brought them 

success with 2008’s Midnight Boom, 
intercontinental duo Alison Mosshart and 

blues-punk roots with Blood Pressures, 
an indecisive, emotional jaunt through 

the album sounds like a bipolar musical 
menopause from the band that 
once cranked out post-rock jams 

integrates a more raw, stripped 
down sound and minimalistic, 
dark sounding guitar accompanied 

riffs in Blood Pressures often sound like 

drowsy, the album manages to showcase 
a new sound that not only works, but 
also demonstrates a whole new level of 

setting a slow, creeping pace punctuated 
by ripping guitar riffs and establishing an 

murmurings, reminiscent of early British 

seamlessly into the second, more morose 

half of the album, the sweetness and charm 

relentless chant of “we will not be moved 

Mosshart is the original prodigy-turned-
cokehead-turned-singer (sorry Lindsay 

Burton-style heroine who can wail and 

scream while remaining impeccably 

comparatively tame to the hissing, 

Mean Side (2003), Mosshart still manages 
to intimidate the listener with a low growl 
that rises to a frightening pitch in tracks 

lyrics leave us with no doubt that this 
chick was whipping her hair back and 

Less angry and decidedly slower 
than Midnight Boom, Blood Pressures 
shows a new sense of musicality for 

balanced, featuring more boy/girl vocals 
and soft sprinklings of piano amongst the 

undercurrent of melancholy is nicely 

to deliver the catchy hooks fans may have 
anticipated, several tracks, namely “Pots 

keep vintage boots tapping and bearded 

ethnicity within the band, their sound 
produces a very enjoyable medley that 
creates a fresh image of summer love and 

staying well away from seemingly similar 

tracks, all of which have a very upbeat and 

of its inspiration from their hometown of 
Newport Beach and many of the tracks 
give the listener a great representation of 

the coast by nightfall, so sure to keep 

lyrics, accompanied by relatively fast 
tempos and nice combinations of high 
playing guitars and a more grounded 
bass, create music that borders the line 
between easy listening and jubilant alt-
rock all the while creating, at least to this 

not venture to call the band revolutionary, a 

out your vacation playlists, keep a slot open 

Jacob 

Berenson

YOUNG THE GIANT
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his work with Delerium, but it is in his solo project that his stunning in-

-

-

as interesting as before, with more focus being placed on layered instru-
mental sounds throughout the album and the powerful vocals that any 

-

-
able group which makes captivating music from album to album, while 

 Ian Geiman

Emonths, not only because of her unique voice, but also due to the often 

recently released in the US (despite being released in the UK an entire year 
earlier), yet another testament to the despicable situation of record com-

-
derful collection of pop songs that are catchy for both the casual listener 

with her songs being featured in videos as well as ads, as her material is 

Ian Geiman

Skrillex: Scary Monsters & Nice Sprites

style having a hypnotic trance beat while dropping into his signature 

amazing electro house/ trance song that brings a sense of pleasure as 

the post-hardcore scene has served him for the better and this second 

Conjour One: Exilarch

Ellie Goulding: Bright Lights
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Symphony X’s sound is comparable 
to progressive metal giants Dream 

metal riffage with symphonic and neo-

leading guitarist in the industry, Michael 

strident, making use of a balance of odd 

both beast and machine, displaying melody 

Many of Symphony X’s songs showcase 
dynamic and thoughtful arrangements 

their concept songs and albums lyrically 
referencing poetic literature including 

Unless you are somehow immune to 
natural human curiosity, I assume 

you have, at some point, caught yourself 
thinking, “What the hell happened to 
that goofy guy from Blue’s Clues?” That 
guy is named Steven Burns, and after 
leaving the popular children’s program 

their new album departs from the style of 
their previous recordings, it still embodies 
their trademark hook-laden, bouncy, and 
playful delivery that both old and new fans 

From the opening track, “Macchu 

reminiscent of the style of their 

come up with a new album that 

maintains their presence as one of 

band, eschews the gravelly mic 
effects that have become the staple 

criticize their departure from the 
style of their other albums, but   all 

of the energy and passion found in their 
older albums is still present in their latest 

Angles, they have begun to favor a sound 

maintain the quality that fans have come to 

listener, listening to their latest album  
offers a new perspective on the creativity of 

Jon Husar

Chris Wachiralappaitoon 

The Strokes

in 2002, the Internet exploded with 
rumors of his death. While it is unclear 
to me how he could have planned his 
departure from the show in advance if, 
indeed, he had died, that didn’t stop tales 
of his overdosing on heroin, cocaine, 
speed, horse tranquilizers, Midol, or any 
other drug you can think of, all of which 
are false, from continually circulating 
in the media, even until recently. While 
the truth may be less exciting than the 

some point after leaving Blue’s Clues, 
Steve moved to Brooklyn and became a 
hipster. He, like most hipsters, now has a 
failing music project called Steve Burns 
(and the Struggle). (I don’t understand the 

most of us know him for is the struggle 

allotted twenty minutes, he has produced 
a few tracks that aren’t half bad. His voice 
is not incredible, but if you are feeling 

nostalgic, I would check out his MySpace 
and give it a quick listen for a reminder 
of a childhood hero, even if he now 
sports ironic clothing and drinks PBR.  

Miranda Phair

Steve Burns is Strugglin’
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F
or the iPhone and iPod Touch users among us, 

there have been countless apps created to make 

-

-

Everyone at some point has been jamming 
out to a song they don’t know and wish 

Soundhound, let it listen for a handful of 
seconds, and voila! Name, artist, and album are all at 

been a lifesaver to me, and is far better than the alterna-

limits the amount of songs per month you can identify 

above and beyond most internet radio apps 
and locates thousands upon thousands of 

radio station worldwide, allowing you to listen to radio 
from Africa, Japan, the UK, and anywhere else you de-

you want to record whats playing, there is a $1 Pro ver-

it a try!

Laura & Laurel’s Playlist

Vi To (Svenstrup & Vendelboe Remix) 
by Medina
Mirrors (Frankmusik Remix) 
by Natalia Kills
Believer (feat. Wynter Gordon) 
by Freemasons
Made of Love by Ferry Corsten
Get Outta My Way by Kylie Minouge
Home / Seque 3 by Kelis

Rolling In The Deep by Adele

Dress and Tie by Charlene Kaye

Constant Knot by City and Colour

Colorblind by Counting Crows

What A Catch, Donnie by Fall Out Boy

Broken Horse by Freelance Whales

Little Lion Man by Mumford & Sons

3685 by the Spill Canvas

Rockin Robin by The Jackson 5
The Entertainer by Scott Joplin

Swing Lover by Indigo Swing
It Don’t Mean a Thing if it Ain’t 

Got that Swing by Duke Ellington
Beyond the Sea by Bobby Darin

Sing Sing Sing by Benny Goodman
King of Swing & Mr. Pinstripe Suit 

by Big Bad Voodoo Daddy

Playlists
Claire’s Playlist

Kira’s Playlist
Death to Death by Stars

Schizophrenia by Jukebox the Ghost

Bad Luck by Royal City

That ‘70s Song by The Cab

Mending of the Gown by Sunset Rubdown

The Compromise by The Format

Sea Lion Woman by Fiest

Block After Block by Matt & Kim

Stann & Ian’s Playlist

Extraordinary Way (Antillas Mix) by Conjure One
Time Machine by Robyn



Interested in writing, designing, editing. or just want to see what we are all about? Join us at our 
weekly meetings Monday at 8 to learn more about joining the ranks of the nudists. We are always 
open to new people, new ideas, and new ways to make Naked Magazine even stronger. We hope to 
see you there! This is our only issue this quarter, however, so the best way to get get involved is 

to go one of the festivals this summer listed prior to this uber exciting message. 
 So join us, GET  NAKED, and have a great summer!

*No Shirt, No Shoes, Only Music

Become A Nudist*


