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Staff writer Chelsea Phelps 
investigates the future and 
value of the portfolio that is 
currently required for 'K' stu
dents, as well as graduation 
requirements. The portfolio 
has already been reduced to 
ease stress on seniors. 


-page 2-


Think you've got the know 
how to write the next Sex 
Files? Sexpert Anna Max
bauer has devised a cross
word puzzle for you to test 
your knowledge about the 
world of sex. 


- page 6--


This past week's triathlon has 
proved yet another success 
with Michael Arce winning 
the men's, Lauren Yagiela 
the women's and Whitney 
Justin and John Marshall 
the teams. 


-page 7-


And the winners are in! This 
week's Baumy's Bounces 
goes through the seasons of 
the year, naming the best of 
the best, according to Sports 
Editor Colin Baumgartner. 


-pageB-
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Festival Playhouse produces lllusical Hair 
Kate Boehm 


Index Staff 


Hair, the American tribal rock musical, 
will be performed at 'K' this weekend, May 
20-23. 


Curtain will be at 8pm Thursday through 
Saturday and at 2 pm Sunday. Tickets are 
$8 for' K' students and seniors and $12 for 
adults. Thursday is $1 night for all 'K' stu
dents at the door. The musical contains some 
adult content and nudity. 


"Students should see this play because 
it is a piece of art that applies to everyone at 
thIS campus and hopefully through our hard 
work the message will come through," said 
Tyler Greene, K'07, Claude in Hair. 


Dr. Calvin McClinton, guest artist and 
professor at 'K', is directing Hair. Clinton 
has directed previous shows in Kalmazoo, 
including Godspell at 'K'. 


relate the musical to 
current events, dis
playing the musical's 
timelessness. Sexual 
liberation, racial ten
sion, war protests, 
issues of the past, 
present and future 
are all explored. 


"Hair is some
thing that I hope 
people will go into 
WIth a critical mind," 
said Jessie Tesoriero, 
K'07, Natalie in Hair. 
"Look twice beyond 
the drugs and the sex 
and you'll see what 
the play is really 
about." 


"Hair is about freedom, the freedom to 
love, to choose, to be, to live and die," said 
Clinton in his concept statement. "The show 
underscores the major freedom of love for 
one another." 


Hair was written in 1968 by Gerome 
Ragni and James Rado. It introduced the 
non-linear plotline and nudity to the theat~r, 
as well as established an era of free speech 
in the theater. The musical is from a time 
period full of social and political turmoil, but 
many of the issues and ideas raised in Hair 
are applicable to today's concerns. 


The cast and 
crew encourage the 
audience to look for 
the mean ing of the 
play, but still attend 
to have an enjoyable 
time. 


--photo courtesy of [he Theater Am Department 


Tyler Greene and other members of the cast of Hair rehearse last week. 
Hair will be performed this weekend, May 20-23 in Baisch theater. 
Admission is $8 for 'K' students and seniors and $12 for adults. Thurs
day night admission will be $1 for all 'K' students at the door. 


"Hair is very 
regain control of your sensory functions. You 
will also have the most fun you will have all 
week." 


This performance of Hair attempts to 


much like the drugs that play such a large 
part in it," said Mars Getsoin, K'07, Sound 
Board Operator for Hair. "It's a confusing, 
random, ridiculous conversion oflight, sound 
and motion. You will walk out of the theater 
with a strange song stuck in your head, asking 
yourself 'what just happened?' and trying to 


Support your fellow students who have 
worked so hard to create a stellar work of art. 
See Hair at some point this weekend, you won't 
regret it. 


The Cauldron: themes of process and revision in writing 
David Nachtweih 


Index Staff 


As the juxtaposition between 
Stetson's bells and jazz reminis
cent of Coltrane's experimental 
work filled the chapel last Friday, 
Kalamazoo College's literary 
magazine, The Cauldron, was 
unveiled its theme of revision and 
the raw process of writing. 


"The theme of the Cauldron 
evolved out of the process," Caul
dron EdItor Daniel Menzo said. 


"This year we saw [the theme of 
revision] running through many 
of the works we collected ... once 
we got the cover piece, we knew 
that was it." 


During Chapel, Diane Seuss, 
the Cauldron's faculty advisor, 
introduced this year's Divine 
Crow Award winners. The 
awards, which are given annually 
to three outstanding pieces, were 
presented to Meredith Adams
Smart, Garrett Felber and Anne 
Holmes. Each of their pieces was 


read aloud in Stetson. This year's 
winners were selected by profes
sors Cari Carpenter and Chris 
Matthews. 


This year also marked the 
creation of the Stephanie Vibbert 
Award. Presented to a student 
whose work "best reflects the 
intersection of creative writing 
and social justice," it honors the 
legacy Stephanie created through 
her writing and social activism. 
Matthew Pieknik received the 
award this year for his creative 


nonfiction piece "Walking 
Through Mae La." The piece 
elucidates the plight of Burmese 
refugees in Thailand, offering first 
hand descriptions of the Mae La 
camp and its inhabitants. 


Beyond the works of stu
dents, the Cauldron included in its 
pages a work by alumni poet Lisa 
Rye, beginning another new tradi
tion. Rye, whose first book was 
recently published, was included 


See Cauldron, p. 2 
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Online student portfolio causes concerns for seniors 


Chelsea Phelps 
Index Staff 


The online student portfolio, remember that? Better 
yet, remember how to do that? For the computer challenged 
students on campus, this requirement is not as large of a 
project as it used to be. 


"The Portfolio has been trimmed down but not phased 
out," said Zaide Pixley, Assistant Provost for the First-Year 
Experience. "Seniors do not have to create a web portfolio, 
just do the senior connections exercise, which in most 
cases is done through departments. It is still required and 
seniors are turning in their assignments now and within 
the next week." 


The senior connections essay can be done either on 
paper or on the web. According to Pixley, the portfolio 
was re-evaluated over concern about how busy the senior 
year is here at K. 


"The creation of the portfolio was partly in advent 
of the web. The portfolio is eight years old and the idea 
behind it was that if you made a webpage, you could make 
connections. This sparked imaginations," said Pixley. "The 
idea was to encourage students to learn web design. But 
students have a lot going on and it ended up being about 
making people do it and we don't want to make it a mean
ingless requirement. We can't ask students to do this proj
ect and then have it go into a black hole. If the portfolio 
is meaningful or is a requirement though a course, then it 
is an excellent idea. But this is a fast paced environment 
and it didn't happen, it felt like an extra thing. The senior 
pieces fit and they have value for the college and hopefully 
[for] the students." 


Pixley also added that students and staff cannot be 
asked to do more than they already do and the portfolios 
deserve to be looked at. 


now," said Caitlen Frank, K '07. "It is helpful for showing 
off your best work, but it is useless other than tracking 
what we do as far as I know." 


"I think that it could have it's advantages, but it's most 
likely only going to be looked at by family members," said 
Ian Renton, K '07. 


The senior connections essay is done through the vari
ous departments and the assessment committee tries to look 
at as many as they can to help benefit the college. 


"We look for patterns," said Pixley. "Many students 
talk about study abroad, athletics, a particular person who 
has influenced their lives, how much they have changed 
and sometimes they talk about things that need to be better. 
This can be useful and would mean more in a department; 
it would be more beneficial to professors, not an assess
ment committee." 


The portfolio, however, is just the tip of the iceberg. 
Pixley is concerned about the level of 
stress that seniors have to deal with. 


"I am very concerned about how 
seniors are starting to feel stressed," 
said Pixley. "I'm advocating for only 
one senior project. The senior proj
ect is a great idea, we don't need to 
drop it, and we can't not do it. We 
need to re-examine what we mean by 
that. Seniors are saying that they feel 
very stressed. Both comprehensive 
exams and SIP's are requirements; 
I'm an advocate for a discussion of 
this. Senior year has become more 
complicated. We have to figure out 
how this came to in order for it to be 
unraveled. " 


• • • 


initiate any changes. 
"What needs to happen is people need to say what 


they think. Academics have opinions and it could take a 
while," said Pixley. "A motion would be put out, modified, 
and taken to two faculty meetings. Students would have 
to be consulted, we would have to talk to other colleges 
and see how they frame their senior projects." 


For those students who still wish to create an online 
portfolio to display their best work, help is available. Vic
toria Davis, portfolio consultant, says the thing to keep 
in mind while doing the project is to keep it simple. The 
portfolio is something that can be done on campus. 


"Dreamweaver is available in all the labs on campus," 
said Davis. "If you are having trouble, first go to the web
site. www.kzoo.eduJpfolio it has detailed instructions. If a 
student is still having trouble, they can contact me; there 
is a lot I can fix." 


•••••• .. ... 
• ••• • • • • ••••• •• • •• ........... ............. 


"I don't know how to do all of that computer stuff," 
said Marie Forist K '07. "It's not something that I need to 
know how to do; it's not a life skill for me. I would only 
do it if! have to do it." 


While Pixley is advocating a 
discussion, she says that it would be 
a long process before any changes are 
made. The K College Academic Cata
logue does state that Comprehensive 
Exams and SIP's are a requirement for 
graduation, therefore, certain protocol 


• • •• •••• ••••• • ••••••• • •••••• 


Forist is not the only one to have this sentiment 
towards the online portfolio. 


"It will be helpful in the future, but it's not much help would have to be followed in order to 


Cauldron! future hopes for the magazine 
continued from page 1 


in this year's Cauldron as part of 
an ongoing attempt to broaden the 
Cauldron's circulation. 


"We want to develop the 
magazine more, see its boundaries 
extend," Menzo said. "We want to 
reach students who aren't majors, 
move out of Humphrey House." 


This development, Menzo 
said, begins both here on campus 
and also in the greater community 
of Kalamazoo alumni. By incor
porating visual arts into the maga-


zine and providing an opportunity 
for all sorts of expression during 
Cauldron open mic nights, they 
hope to draw students from all 
across the campus, he said. 


Including alumni, Menzo 
said, will encourage other alumni 
to peruse the magazine. Currently, 
he said, there are hopes of circu
lating the magazine among an 
alumni circuit to further advance 
the artistic community. 


Menzo also hopes that the 
Cauldron can be circulated among 
and shared with local coffee shops, 


book stores and even the 
English department of 
Western Michigan Uni
versity. "We want to get 
the word out," Menzo 
said. 


This year celebrates 
the Cauldron's twenty
fourth volume, and it 
includes more than thirty 
different writers and art
ists from the college. 


• ............ II •••••• •• 
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College-age "Millennials" are overscheduled and dealing with it 


Melissa Dribben 
Knight Ridder Newspapers 


PHILADELPHIA _ The ostensibly merry month of May 
is not so very for most college students. 


This is crunch time. While the daffodils are blooming, frna1s 
are looming. Crowded dorms are testing the limits of patience 
and public health. Everyone's fed up with roommate social-life 
drama, grotesque bathroom habits, and pyramids of empty Red 
Bull cans on the windowsill. Only a few weeks are left to get 
everything done. And "everything" has come to mean a great 
deal more than it used to. 


The normal stresses of a full course load and campus life in 
general have always been enough to give the typical 18- to 22-
year-old twitchy eyelids and dark circles. But record numbers of 
university students are also working their tails off carrying one, 
two, even three part-time jobs on and off campus. Because of 
rising tuition and the wobbly economy, on some campuses more 
than half the students are employed. That's in addition to their 
commitments to athletics, clubs and community service. 


So while they feverishly prepare chemlstry labs, 10-page 
papers comparing B.F. Skinner and Noam Chomsky's views 
on language acquisition in children, and oral presentations on 
the changing role of women in Islamic cultures, they somehow 
have to find the time for their $6- to $lO-an-hour shifts answer
ing phones in the dean's office, repairing computers, waiting 
tables, or phoning alumni to ask for donations. 


"A lot of us are trying to be two places at one time, keep
ing up with course material and exams," says Kanene Harris, a 
sophomore at Widener University. Harris, who is studying to be 
a nurse, works about nine hours a week on campus as a clerical 
assistant in academic support services. She also has rehearsals for 
gospel choir, serves on the student advisory board and the student 
nurses association, and is secretary of a community organization 
called Rotaract. Her days begin at 6:30 a.m. and normally don't 
end until 2:30 a.m. 


and class in society; Shakespeare; Africa in the 20th Century; 
and film. How does he do it? 


"I don't know," he shrugs. "I've been working since I was 
a freshman in high school." His mother is a paralegal. His father 
works for the fire department in Montclair, N.J. Smallwood gets 
loans and grants to pay for schoo~ and his parents help him as 
much as they can with food and the occasional movie ticket. 
But rent and living expenses come from 
his own pocket. 


There is a limit, of course. At either end of the spectrum _ 
students who aren't skilled at managing their time and the Type 
A's who set impossibly high standards and drive themselves 
relentlessly _ too much multitasking can be disastrous. 


Joe Tolliver, dean of students at Haverford College, says 
that of the school's 1,100 students, there will be only about 20 
each year who have taken on more than they can handle and 


need to cut back. 
"But we haven't 


"I'm dealing with it. 1 don't feel overly 
stressed. " 


The National Mental Health had anyone in the E.R. 
from stress because 
they were working" at 
a work -study job or off 
campus, Tolliver says. 
The problem is more 
one of perfectionism. 
"They get depressed 
because they're afraid 
of not getting a 4.0 ... 
There are always kids 
at every institution 
who have had this dif-


This poise under hyperbaric conditions 
seems to be the Millennials' blessing. 


''They are under a lot of pressure, but 
they're handling it weR" says Neil Howe, 
a historian and economist who, along with 
William Strauss, the founder of the comedy 
troupe the Capitol Steps, has become an 
expert at generalizing about generations. 
The two have co-authored the books "Mil
lennials Rising" and "Millennials Go to 
College." 


Association recently reported 
that 30 percent of college fresh
men feel overwhelmed, and more 
than 35 percent of all students feel 
they need help dealing with anxi
ety, panic, assertiveness, weight 
problems, romantic relationships 
and fear of fallure. 


-- Melissa Dribben 
The current crop of college kids is radi


cally different from Generation X, Howe 
says. "The most accepted motivator for 
Gen X was negative. It was reflected in the advertising. 'This is 
your brain, this is your brain on drugs. ' Life is horrible. That's 
really changed." 


Millennials tend to be motivated more by positively framed 
questions such as: "What happens if you do things right?" 


"As a group, they have a better sense of where they're 
going," Howe says. Getting there, however, requires a lot of 
energy. And the competition to achieve is intense. 


One of the problems for Millennials, say Howe and others 
who have worked with this generation of college students, 


is that they must stop long enough to 
catch their breath. Especially at this 


ficulty." 
''That's my life," 


says Dinka Majanovic, 
a sophomore at the University of Pennsylvania who ended up in 
the emergency room last fall. "I put myself in stress." 


Majanovic, 20, is from Bosnia. She originally planned to 
major in economics so she could return and help her country 
regain stability and grow. She muscled through her first year, but 
by October of her second year _ under the strain of her courses, 
heavy with math requirements, and her work-study job calling 
alumni for donations she buckled. -


"I guess 1 was depressed for a while without realizing it. 1 
didn't want to hang out with mends. It was hard to concentrate. 
All I could think of was questioning, 'Am I doing the right 
thing?' 1 couldn't really sleep. I felt like my heart was racing 
all the time." 


ls she stressed? 
"Not really," she 


says. 
Which makes Harris 


at once remarkable _ and 
typical. 


She is a member of 
the generation that has 
come to be known as 
"the Millennials" _ baby 
boomers' progeny, born 
between 1981 and 1999, 
who are turning out to 


It's not unusual, college coun
selors say, for students charging 
toward their goals, to compro
mise their health in ways that will 
slowly take a toll. And having too 
wide an array of responsibilities 
and activities obviously can over
load a student's circuits 


point in the semester, the lack of time 
for reflection can make it hard to keep 
priorities in order and maintain a healthy 
perspective. 


It's not unusual, college counselors 
say, for students charging toward their 
goals, to compromise their health in ways 
that will slowly take a toll. And having 
too wide an array of responsibilities 
and activities obviously can overload a 
student's circuits. But one of the reasons 
thatMillennials may be so resilient is that 
multitasking gives the ego the flexibility 
to deal with failure. 


Finally, .she took herself to the student health clinic. "They 
took my blood pressure and said I was having a panic attack." 
Majanovic was given oxygen and anti-anxiety medicine and kept 
in the emergency room for a few hours. She had worried she 
might be having a heart attack. "I was so scared. 1 don't think 
I've ever been so afraid of anything in my life." 


Majanovic's experience is becoming more common _ or 
at least more recognized. Increasingly, students are breaking 
down under self-imposed pressure. They end up in counseling 
centers suffering from depression, eating disorders or substance 
abuse. 


be an unusually busy, 
productive and optimistic 
lot. The carefully tended 
children who traveled in 


-- Melissa Dribben 


cars with "baby on board" stickers in the window and were 
overscheduled into play dates and soccer teams and book clubs 
before they lost their first teeth, are now _ on their own _ over
scheduling themselves and feeling pretty good about it. 


Charles Smallwood, 22, is a junior at Temple. He works at 
TLA Video between seven and 14 hours a week, and 20 hours a 
week as a sales and service representative for Citizens Bank. A 
full-time student, too, he's taking classes in anthropology; race 


"There's an advantage to having 
things more scheduled," says Mark 


Freeman, president-elect of the American College Counseling 
Association. If your only identity is as a student who goes out 
drinking with mends on the weekend and you have trouble with 
a few classes and do poorly academically, all you have left is the 
drinking with mends, he expJains. But if you perceive yourself as 
a student, a mend, an athlete, a community service worker and 
an employee, and you stumble in one or even several of those 
areas, you still can feel good about yourself in the others. 


''They use alcohol and drugs to cope, but it only creates 
more problems," says Beth Howlett, director of counseling at 
Widener University. 


Over the last decade, a study of college counseling centers 
by Robert Gallagher of the University of Pittsburgh has found a 
steady increase in the number of visits for severe psychological 
issues. That, Gallagher says, is due in part to the complex nature 
of college life these days. It is also a result of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, which opened the doors of higher education to a 
broader range of students, including those with existing mental 


See Millennia/s, p. 7 
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The econoInY needs George W. Bush 


Gregory LaVoy 
Opinions Writer 


I would like to propose a seemingly radical 
idea: the American economy needs George W. 
Bush. Apart from his strong war-time leadership 
and his successful refoIlDS in education, health 
care, and national security, Bush's economic plat
fonn provides another pillar of strength support
ing tllis administration's vision for America. 


Bush's economic success is not imme
diately apparent when listening to his critics. 
With their clever euphemisms and talking points, 
Democrats claim that Bush's economic agenda 
contains a plan that only helps the wealthiest of 
the wealthy, has a jobless recovery, or produces 
an economy with unprecedented "middle class 
misery." However, when examining the fact:;, 
every economic indicator vindicates Bush from 
these fallacious charges. 


first, it is important to note that data from 
the Commerce Department shows that the eco
nomic downturn began in mid-2000-at least 
six months before Bush took office. further, 
one cannot deny the negative economic implica
tions of the September II th terrorist attacks, or the 
added responsibility this country has shouldered 
in proactively combating international terror
ism. Once forced into this economic situation, 
however, Bush proposals brought the economy 
back from recession to a status of growth and 
strength. 


The Gross Domestic Product-the principle 
measure of a country's growth-bas grown at 
unprecedented levels between 4.1 % and 8.2% in 
the past year. The so-called economic "misery 
index"- which adds inflation to the unemploy
ment rate-is lower under Bush (8.2%) than 


Editor in Chief 
Katie Dorman 


News Editor 
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under Clinton (8.4%), and historically lower 
than indexes at its birth in 1976 when Ford ran 
reelection (11%), or during Carter's defeat in 
1980 (17%). 


Bush's unemployment rate after his first 
three years was equal to that of Clinton 's unem
ployment rate after the same time-5.6 percent. 
Democrats will quote some high nwnber of jobs 
tlmt have been lost, but won't mention the jobs 
that have been created as the economy improves. 
Since August 2003, over 1.1 nlillion new jobs 
have been created, and 2004 alone averaged 
217,000 new jobs per month. Additionally, real 
after-tax incomes for aU jobs are up by 10"10 since 
December 2000. 


Just as I do not blame Bush for the country's 
recent recession, I would not preswne to give 
Bush total credit for aU of the economic growth; 
however, the tax cuts he signed into law were the 
medicine the struggling economy needed. The 
Commerce Department recorded that between 
May 2003 (when the Bush tax cuts took 
effect) until february 2004, the stock market 
rose significantly, productivity increased, new 
housing projects increased, and unemployment 
decreased. Economists at the Department of 
Treasury purport that if the President's tax cuts 
had not been implemented in 2003, by the end 
of2004 the unemployment rate could have been 
as much as 1.6% higher (3 million less jobs), 
and the GDP would have been as much as 4% 
lower. 


Apart from revitalizing the economy, these 
policies promote the beliefthatAmericans should 
be free to spend the money they work so hard 
to bring home. Over 91 million taxpayers will 
received an average of over $1, I 00 tax savings in 
2003, which included 34 million families whose 


savings were over $1,500. 
Under President Bush, 


we have enjoyed all time low 
interest rates, lower taxes, 
less regulation and mandates. 
These conditions-this atmo
sphere-has created career 
opportunities for people in 
every state. Comparatively, 
America's unemployment and 
growth nwnbers are better than 
those of Japan and many West
ern countries. 


So what does this data 
prove? First, the American 
economy needs healthy eco
nomic proposals that will not 
drain taxpayer resources or 
scare investors and companies. 
Second, only one candidate 
supports such proposals this 
November: George Bush. 


Instead of running away 
from the economy, the Republi
cans should be running on their 
economic strength. Economists 
and U.S. citizens alike should 
be seriously afraid of John 
Kerry's coupled promises to 
repeal the tax cuts that have 
spurred so much growth and 
increase the federal budget by 
over a trillion dollars with new 
federal programs and spend
ing. These are proposals for 
economic disaster. 


··photo courtesy of George Bridges, KRT 


President George W. Bush addresses the war in Icaq as well 
as the economy during a conference in the Rose Garden 
at the White House on Wednesday, July 30 2003. 


George W. Bush has been tested by reces
sion and forged by war, but has proven to pos-


sess the right mettle and vision for America 
during these trying times. 
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Lessons in modern politics 


Joe Mansour 
Opinion Editor 


To begin with, let me 
state that I'm a member of the 
College Republicans and saw 
President Bush when he came to 
Kalamazoo on May 3. 


I've talked with one of the 
"Kalamazoo Seven" about what 
happened and also with various 
members of the CRs who saw 
what happened that day. 


I'd like to find out exactly 
what happened and, more 
importantly, why it happened. 
What follows is my attempt to 
more fully expose the truth of 
the matter. 


American politics today is 
about selling an image, and that 
is what this controversy regard
ing the Kalamazoo Seven is all 
about. 


great lengths to hold the gather
ing at a private venue, Wings 
Stadium, and use only private 
funds to pay for the event. 


Therefore, the campaign 
could decide who could or could 
not attend the rally. 


The campaign was looking 
for a crowd of cheering Bush 
supporters, and if protesters had 
interrupted the event and made 
a scene, the only thing that 
the national media would have 
shown was that interruption. 


This would result in the 
waste of all the money that the 
President's reelection campaign 
had spent on the event. 


The local Republican Party 
had asked the members of the 
College RepUblicans, who were 
helping admit people, to point out 
anyone who might potentially be 
a protester or plan to interrupt the 
event. 


President Bush. 
The CRs, as volunteers at 


the event, would have been held 
responsible ifthose "K" students 
had protested. 


I know several of the stu
dents who were refused admit
tance to the rally rather well and 
I believe that they didn't want to 
protest the event, but to hear the 
President speak. 


Was it fair that they were 
barred from attending the rally 
at Wings Stadium? 


I don't think it was, but 
that is the way that the game 
of politics is played. The Bush 
campaign isn't the first to do this, 
as The Nation admitted. 


The students who volun
teered at the event aren't to blame 
and don't deserve anyone's scorn; 
however, what happened to the 
seven students who were denied 
admittartce to the rally was not 
fair in the slightest. 


Index file photos 


Was what happened between the Kalamazoo College Republicans and 
the "Kalamazoo Seven" at the Bush event fair or just a lesson in modem 
politics? 


The whole purpose of Presi
dent Bush coming to Kalamazoo 
a few weeks ago was to provide 
a platform for the official kickoff 
of his reelection campaign. 


The Bush campaign went to 


Several of the Kalamazoo 
Seven had a history of protest
ing, as the article in The Nation 
mentioned, and were known to 
not exactly be supporters of 


If blame is going to be placed 
anyway, it doesn't lay simply 
with the College Republicans but 
with modem politics in general. 


Spiritually bankrupt: Lord, I've had enough! 
Jevon Caldwell-Gross 


Opinions Writer 
He (Elijah) came to a broom tree, sat 


down under it and prayed that he might die. 
"I have had enough, Lord, "he said. "Take 
my life; I am no better thall my ancestors. " 
Then he lay dowlI under a tree atld fell 
asleep. (I Kings 19:4) 


Most of us understand the worldly con
cept of bankruptcy and but r often like to refer 
to the term spiritual bankruptcy to describe a 
particular religious experience. It is a term 
that suggests that due to various situations 
and circumstances, there is a reduction in 
things that are religious in one's life. It is a 
term that denotes there is an absence or an 
abandonment of an anointing. It is a term that 
suggests there is depletion in the divine or 
forfeiture of faith. 


Referring back to our scripture, we find 
ourselves in the aftermath of Elijah's great 
triumph atop of Mount Caramel. And yet, we 
find this spiritual giant no longer has the will 
to stand, to run, and most surprisingly the 
will to live. He is simply exhausted! Elijah 


is physically, spiritually, and mentally, and 
emotionally tired. 


As Elijah lay under the tree filled with 
exhaustion, he cries out to God that he has had 
enough! As absurd as this sounds coming 
from such a highly revered prophet, haven't 
we all been there before? Regardless of 
your level of income, ethnicity, sex, place of 
origin, level of intellect, political affiliation, 
religious denomination, sexual orientation, 
present situation, past conditions or future 
endeavors, you are not immune to the pres
sures and pains oflife. There are times when 
it seems like God's arms are not long enough 
to grasp our out stretched hands, times when 
it seems that God doesn't love you or you 
don't love God, and times when it seems 
God's back has turned from you. 


I don't to just tell you about the man that 
laid down under the tree, I wanted to tell you 
about the God that helped him get up from the 
tree. I wanted to do more than just tell you 
that it's ok to be exhausted, but to encourage 
you to rely on God to get back up. 


Remembering a famous poem entitled 
"Footprints," I imagine that if we were to 
look at our lives through a dream, we would 


find ourselves walking along the beach with 
God. And as various scenes from our lives 
flashed across the skies we would noticed 
two sets of footprints in the sand, one 
belonging to ourselves, and the other to 
the God. When the last scene of hour life 
flashes before us, we would probably look 
back at the footprints in the sand. We might 
notice that many times along the path of our 
lives there is only one set of footprints. We 
would however notice that it happened at 
the very lowest and saddest times in our 
lives. This really would probably bother 
most of us and we may question, "LORD, 
you said that once we decided to follow 
you, you'd walk with us all the way. But we 
have noticed that during the most trouble
some times in our lives, there is only one 
set of footprints. Why when we needed you 
most you would leave us?" 


The LORD would probably reply, 
"My precious children, I love you and I 
would never leave you. During your times 
of trial and suffering, during your spiri
tual bankruptcy, when you lost your lost 
your mother, when you lost your father or 
any loved for that matter, when you felt 


like you could no longer pray, when you 
doubted my existence, even when you told 
me that I could come into your govern
ment, your school, you home, and even 
your heart, I was with you. I was with 
you when you didn't love me. I was with 
you even though you turned your back on 
me, when you gave up on me, when you 
didn't stretch out your hands to me, even 
when you dido't think I existed, when you 
see only one set of footprints, it wasn't 
because I left you, but because I carried 
you. 


The Faculty, Staff and Stu
dents of Kalamazoo College 
are cordially invited to attend a 
celebration honoring President 
and Mrs. James F. Jones, Jr., 
Friday, May 21 2004. from 3 - 5 
0' clock in the afternoon remarks 
at: 4 0' clock in Old Welles, Hicks 
Center, Kalamazoo College. 
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The Files 
Written by 


Anna Maxbauer 


1IJ~F 


So you think you're a sexpert?: Sex Files crossword 
45. painful alternative to shav-


Knowledge isn't much good if 
you never put it to use. With that 
in mind, this week's Sex Files went 
interactive so people could see how 
sex savvy they are. If you ace all 59 
questions, pat yourself on the back 
and give some thought to writing the 
Sex Files next year. 


Across 
2. most effective contraception 


and STI prevention method 
6. a real buzzkill for your sex 


life 
8. only organ designed specifi


cally for pleasure 
10. won'tworkifyouloselgain 


weight 
12. has its own sex lounge 
IS. city oflove 
16. owner of the world's most 


famous nipple ring 
17. coochie-unfriendly aph


rodesiac 
18. there are bacterial and 


__ types of STIs 
22. condoms won't protect you 


from these 
23. never use below the belt 
25. sounds dirty, but it's not 
30. birth control with 3-month 


staying power 
32. type of sound your room


mate doesn't want to hear 
33. can include weight gain, 


moodiness, and body cramps 
35. can spread germs from the 


anus to vagina 
36. chances are, you ' re 2 


people short of a __ 
39. not to be shared 
40. unsexy president(s) 
42. girls should breast exams 


once a 
44. bird oflove .. . or not 
46. where K health center is 


located 
. 48. women are most likely to 


get pregnant at this point in their 
cycle 


49. up to 113 of women are born 
without one 


50. sex made possible with 


AOLIM 
52. _ _ eye for the K guy 
54. very sensitive on uncircum


sized guys 
55. type of smear girls need 


annually 
56. most girls can't get it on 


without it 
57. security gets mad if 


you get busy here 
58. girls need one of 


these every year 
59. having sex here is 


bad for condoms 


Down 
I . sexiest ball ever 
3. mostcommoncancer 


among college-age guys 
4. the best underwear 


is made of this 
5. more than 5 billion 


of these are used every year 
worldwide 


7. can kill the effective
ness of your birth control 


9. makes the best sex 
soundtrack, to some 


10. everyone's favorite 
dam 


II. more than 75 kinds; 
big atK 


13. if you think one is 
coming, drink lots of water 


14. sutra 
18. there's a good 


chance your grandparents 
use it 


19. get this in Hawaii 
20. everyone's favorite 


sexercise 
21. almost guaranteed 


to make sex better 
22 . never keep a 


condom here 
24. go here if you lose 


something 
26. dirty planet 
27. lube that's bad for 


condoms 
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28. most stuff from this animal 
isn' t coochie friendly 


you kiss your first crush at K 


29. a good place to get your 
game on 


31. some people aren' t able to 
have them 


33. everyone should do this 
after sex 


34. you don't have to do this if 
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37. sex act in which toes are 


sucked 
38. belt that's helpful if you 


want to stay pure 
41. brand oflube known to fix 


premature ejaculation 
43. one of the strongest muscles 


in the body 
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ing 
47. technically, girl has one 


of these 
49. common STI with no 


cure 
51. wear these to up your 


sperm count 
53 . horny, in the UK 
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Sports Shorts 


Tyler named golf coach 


Colin Baumgartner 
Sports Editor 


The athletic department has 
named Steve Tyler as men's golf 
coach. Tyler replaces Rob Pas
sage, who stepped down to focus 
on his duties as men's basketball 
coach and teaching. 


Tyler is a graduate of Colo
rado State University, where he 
was a two-year letter winner in 
Golf. He assisted the boys' golf 
team at Hackett Catholic Cen
tral, his Alma Matter, in 1996. 


Tyler is currently the direc
tor of golf at The Prairies Golf 


Club in Kalamazoo. The Prairies will 
be the Hornets' home course next 
season. 


Before his move to The Prairies, 
Tyler served as golf director at The 
Moors Golf Club for ten years. He 
has worked at numerous courses in 
the area, teaches golf at clinics and 
gives personal lessons throughout 
the year. 


Tyler will be the team's fourth 
coach in as many years. Longtime 
coach Joe Haklin stepped down after 
12 seasons following the 2001 cam
paign. Tim Matthews replaced Haklin 
for one season before Passage was 
named the coach last year. 


Campus triathlon a success 


Colin Baumgartner 
Sports Editor 


The 2004 campus triathlon has come 
and gone, but not without a successful day 
for all of the participants who made it across 
the finish line. 


"We had a great turnout, spectacular 
weather and everyone seemed to have a 
wonderful time," said Chairman David 
Council, whose team of Student Commis
sion members put on the event. 'Though 
most importantly, at the end of the day, 
everyone safely pushed themselves across 
the finish line. "The Triathlon consisted of 
a SOD-yard swim, a 20-kilometer bike, and 
5-kilometer run. 


Michael Arce, with a time 1:02: 
04, was the men's champion. Lauren 
Yagiela won the women's title with a 
timeofl:15:43.Andtheteamcompeti
tion title was taken by Whitney Justin 
(swimming) and Jon Marshall (biking 
and running) with a time of 1 :09: 15. 


Though proud of the winners' 
success, Council was quick to note 
that winning is not everything in an 
event like this. "It's not so much a 
competition against each other, but a 
struggle within one's self to force his! 
her body to perform. Every competitor 
showed tremendous heart and deserves 
a great deal of respect for their efforts," 
Council said. 


Millennialslstresses faced by today's college students 
continued from page 3 


and emotional difficulties. 
Even with the increase, Gallagher says, college stu


dents with serious problems remain a minority. "There's 
a bell curve," he says. Most students are somewhere in 
the middle, doing just fine, or getting help before their 
problems reach the crisis point. 


"They're juggling a lot," says Howlett. "This time of 
. year particularly, coming down the homestretch, there's an 


increase in the number of visits to the counseling center. 
It builds throughout the school year, and right now we're 
swamped. We're at full capacity." 


As the workload and time commitments mount, stu
dents may suffer minor symptoms such as stomach distress 
or headaches, go to the health center complaining that 
they don't feel well, and then get referred for counseling, 
Howlett says. Some who were already in counseling have 


called or e-mailed to say they are so stressed out, they can't 
even find the time to come in for an appointment. 


The National Mental Health Association recently 
reported that 30 percent of college freshmen feel over
whelmed, and more than 35 percent of all students feel they 
need help dealing with anxiety, panic, assertiveness, weight 
problems, romantic relationships and fear of failure. 


These numbers, say Freeman, seem to be less an indi
cation of a decline in mental 


to help them think about "who am I, where am I going and
who should accompany me?" 


"There is an absence of stigma," Freeman says. 
"The Millennials see therapy as one of the nice things 
parents and schools offer to help you feel happier and 
well-adjusted. " 


(c) 2004, The Philadelphia Inquirer. 
Distributed by KRT Information Services. 


House for Rent health than of an increase in 
willingness to seek help with 
the normal worries you have 
during the transition from 
adolescence to adulthood. 


219 Ingleside, Kalamazoo 


Yes, significantly more 
students are seeking help, 
but 60 percent of them, he 
says, simply need someone 


5 bedrooms, living room, formal dining room, sunroom, 
kitchen with nook 


(tables + chairs), computer room, full basement, 
washer & dryer, refrigerator & stove 


More info contact Judy at 269-651-4775 


New 6 Bedroom 4 Bathroom Townhouse for Rent: HOUSE FOR RENT AT 426 ELDRED STREET. 
Located Directly across the street from the Firehouse Bar. 


New fridge, New stove, New dishwasher, New washer and dryer. 
New wall to wall carpeting and Central Air. 


Rental Rate is $2,220 per month. That is $370 per month each. 
Avail now, or in Aug 2004 thru July 2005. 


For more info contact Mike K. at 269-349-9499, or email 
KIEWIETGROUPINC@AOL.COM 


6 Bedroom, 2 full bathroom, hardwood floors, paved parking. 
Located 50 steps from K-College Hicks Center. 


Across street from Jimmy Johns sub shop. 
Rental Rate is $1,800 per month, thats only $300 each per 
month. Full year lease available starting Aug. 2004-2005. 


for more info contact Mike K. at 349-9499 or email 
KIEWIETGROUPINC@AOL.COM 
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Tennis shows at NCCA Championship 


Malvitz, Seelan advance through semi-finals in Maine 
Colin Baumgartner 


Sports Editor 


Junior Michael Malvitz 
didn't have much time to think 
about his first round loss to 
Washington & Lee's David Shay 
on Saturday in the singles portion 
of the NCAA Division III Tennis 
Championships. 


On Sunday, the duo advanced 
to the semi-finals with a tough 
three-set win over l. R. Hall and 
David Frankel from Pomona
Pitzer. The third set went to a 
tiebreaker, where MalvitziSeelan 
shut out the Pomona-Pitzer pair to 
clinch the win. 


freshman Matt Seeberger. 
Malvitz and Seelan split time 


at one singles this season, before 
Malvitz took the job outright 
into MIAA conference play. As a 
doubles team they were together 
from the start, compiling a 19-
12 record including the tourna
ment. 


Michael Malvin (right) and Julian Seelan covered a lot of ground 
at Bates college in Maine over the weekend. 


That's because he had to 
team with sophomore Julian 
Seelan to play in the doubles 
tournament that afternoon. And 
play they did, beating the fourth 
seeded and previously unbeaten 
team of Evan Tindell and Vitaliy 
Pereverzev from MIT, 6-4, 6-3. 


Unfortunately, the run ended 
on Monday afternoon, with a 
hard-fought defeat at the hand of 
the second seeded BrIan Murphy! 
Michael Thoeresz from Redlands, 
6-4,7-6(6). Murphy'Thoeresz 
then lost in the title match to 
Dan Uyar and Paul Bristow of 
Mary Washington. The singles 
champIOn was UC Santa Cruz 


Malvitz's singles record fell 
to 17-11 with his 7-5, 6-1 loss 
to Shay. Shay went on to defeat 
top-seeded Evan Tindell (yes, 
that same guy from MIT that lost 
to MalvitziSeelan in doubles) in 
the second round. The eventual 
singles champion was UC Santa 
Cruz freshman Matt Seeberger. 


Colin Baumgartner 
Sports Editor 


Week after week this quarter, The Index has received 
numerous responses to certain news storit.:s and opinions. 
Now it's time for the sport~ department to stir up some con
troversy maybe. 


With the 2003-04 sports season here at "K" officially in 
the books, I'm taking this time to award my ''best of' forthe 
year. The categories, on both the men and women's side, are 
Most Valuable Player, Mo~i Important Senior, Most Improved 
Player and Best Freshman. 


The fact that I spent two of my three quarters this year 
abroad and still feel qualified enough to do this, should be 
grounds enough for some of you to tell me why I am wrong. 
Send e-mails on the issue, whether you agree or disagree and 
why, to index@kzoo.edu by midnight on Sunday and I'll do 
my best to get your word into next week's column. Put the 
heading "Colin, you're (not) an idiot" on your e-mails so that 
they get sent to the right place. 


Anyway, here we go: 


Men 
MVP - Who I considered: Nick Carlin-Voight (senior! 


soccer), Tony Holt (junior/diving), Michael Malvitz (junior! 
tennis) 


And ... Carlin-Voight had seven shutouts in goal and was 
a third team All-America. Malvitz led his team to Its 66th 
consecutive title and quahfied for the NCAA championships 
in both singles and doubles. But Holt. who won both the one
meter and three-merer diving competitions at Nationals, gets 
the nod as male MVP. He could retire today and still go down 
as one of the best athletes in school history, but then again he 
still has his own records to break next season. 


Senior - Who I considered: levon Caldwell-Gross 
(basketball), Nick Carlin-Voigt (soccer), Scott Whitbeck 
(swimming) 


BAUMY~BOUNC~ . 
And ... Caldwell-Gross . leadership both on and ofrth.: court 


i~ one of the best our school has ever seen Whitlx.'Ck was an 
All-American in three events, set an MIAA record in the 1,650 
freestyle and was awarded a preStigious NCAA Postgraduate 
Scholarship. But Carlin-Voight, who plays one of the toughest 
positions in any sport, was the winner (in the toughest category 
for me to pick from), for reasons mentioned earher. 


Most Improved - Who I considered: Julian Seelan 
(sophomore/tennis), Nick Toboy (sophomore/football), Joe Waller 
(sophomore/swimming) 


And ... Toboy's play on special teams got him named as one 
of next season's tri-<:aptains and his defensive play improved as 
well. Waller emerged from the shadow of graduated Judsen Sch
neider and was the team's anchor in freestyle. Sedan, however, 
is my pick almost by default. Limited last year by a hand injury, 
he ~llCnt time this year at one singles and made a deep run with 
Malvitz in doubles at the NCAA's. 


Best Freshman - Alec Kempster (tennis), Charlie Mackin
non (baseball), Luke Marker (tennis) 


And ... Mackinnon, in a limited number of at-bats, led the 
team in batting average and he also led them in wins while on the 
mound. Marker went 12-6 in his first season at number six singles, 
but his doubles partner, Kempster, is the winner here. TIle two 
went 12-7 at three doubles. It was Kempster's 14-8 record at three 
singles that gave him the slight nod over his teammate. 


Women 
MVP - Who J considered: Meaghan Clark (junior/tennis), 


Elu.abeth Garlow (freshman/swimming), Anny Pnce (junior/ 
volleyball) 


And ... For the thIrd consecutive year, Clark was selected to 
the MIAA firstteam, but it was the first time she wasn't the confer
ence's MVP, losing in the one singles title match to Annehese Fox, 
a sophomore from Hope. As a c<Kaptain. Price was named to the 
MlAA first team for the second time in a row. Garlow, who won 
individual MlAAchampionships in the 100 and 200 breaststroke 
events and broke school records in both events, gets the award 


here. Shl: also broke a school record while placmg thuJ at the 
MlAA championshIps in the 200 indiVIdual medley 


Senior Who I considered JessIe Geigertsocccr), Kara 
Hoom (tennis), Elli Toskey (softball) 


And ... Hoom was named to the \-lIAA second team and 
teamed WIth Clark to win the nunlocr ore doubles conference 
title. Toskey picked up three of the softball team's five victories 
and logged 79 innings on the mound. Geiger's five conference 
goals (7 overall) trumps the others, as she was named to her 
second MlAA first team. Her teammat~, Molly Danner will 
also be missed next year. 


Most Improved - Who I considered: Kristyn 13uhl 
(senior/golf), Ashley Riley (junioribasketball), Tieneke Van
LonkhuyZen (sophomore/cross country) 


And ... Bubl, who missed her junior season, knocked 
over three strokes off of her average and was the medallist 
at the season ending tournament, closing with a 75. Van
LonkhuyZen, though not the anchor of the cross country 
team, consistently improved her times so that the team did 
not notice the loss of some key juniors (to Study Abroad) 
as much as expected, and finished second as a team in the 
conference championship. However, Riley, who was the 
only returning starter, is my pick. She added five points to 
her average and picked up eight double-doubles during her 
MIAA first team season. 


Best Freshman - Who I considered: Katie Drumm 
(cross country), Elizabeth Garlow (swimming), Lynsey 
VanSweden (softball) 


And ... Drumm won the Toledo Marathon by over seven 
minutes and will be a key to the cross country team's success 
next season. VanSweden caught every game for the softball 
team and was one of Its most consistent hitters. Garlow's 
my pick again here, however, mainly since I tabbed her the 
top athlete overall. Two other freshman producers. Kelsey 
Cross (volleyball) and Amelia Barker-King (softball and 
cross country), ensure that the talent pool is both young 
and deep. 












INSIDE 
lllNEWYORK, 
DlNEWYORK 
GLCA program stu
dents write in from 
New York about their 
experiences with their 
internships in the city 
through the program. 


II SHOWDOWN: 
CHINA 


Seniors Will Dobbie 
and Jeff Duncan 
face-off in a debate 
on whether or not 
China's economic 
growth poses a threat 
to the United States 
and job markets. 


R RAISING THE 
"BAR 
Since the Iowa prima
ries, other critical states 
have been trying to 
compete with Iowa's 
importance in the race 
for a democratic presi
dential candidate. 


a THE MOTION 
IIIwTION 


This week's Sex Files 
goes over the dire 
importance and ben
efits of using lubricant 
when getting intimate. 


'K' students participate in Model U.N. conference 
Lisa Grove 


STAFF WRITER 


From Feb. 12 to Feb. 15, nine Kalamazoo 
College students traveled to Toronto to participate 
in a Model U.N. conference. 


Model United Nations mirrors the actual 
United Nations in form and function. High school 
and college students go to Model U.N. confer
ences as representatives of different nations in the 
various committees of the United Nations. The 
students talk about real issues and write and pass 
resolutions on those issues, all in accordance with 
U.N. procedure. At the end of each conference, the 
students and country delegations that performed the 
most effectively are recognized. 


At the conference in Toronto, Kalamazoo 
College students represented Pakistan. Sopho
more Aaron Aupperlee, a "K" co-representative 
in the U.N. Security Council, along with sopho
more Kate Thomas, said the team picked Pakistan 
because it wanted to "represent a ... misunderstood, 
developing nation that gets a lot of international 
flak because ... they're an Islamic state. In today's 
culture the word Islam or Islamic is always treated 
with reservation and seen as something to stay away 
from, and so we thought it would be a really good 
experience to embrace it and actually put ourselves 
in that position, and I think everyone would agree 
that it was pretty amazing to see what it was like 
to participate in the international system from that 
perspective." 


Other countries represented at the conference 
included the United States, Japan, Russia, China, 
and Peru, to name a few. 


Two of the topics AupperJee and Thomas 
debated on the Security Council were the conflicts 
going on in Sudan and Congo. In addition to debate 


during normal committee meeting times, 
they participated in a "crisis situation," 
in which they were called at 3 a.m. to 
resolve a potential conflict between 
North and South Korea. 


- Graphic by Burt DeWilde 


While AupperJee and Thomas sat 
on the Security Council, sophomore 
Katherine Wegert and freshman Jessica 
Tesoriero worked together in the U.N. 
Development Program (UNDP). They 
debated the issues of access to energy 
and the United Nation's millennium 
development goals. Other delegates 
included sophomores Kelly Bowden 
and Nathan White. Bowden served on 
the Disarmament and Security com
mittee (DISEC) and dealt with issues 
of Security Council reform and the 
possibility of demobilizing the United 
Nation's military forces. White sat in on 
the Economic and Financial committee 
(ECOFIN), which dealt with interna
tional crime and drugs. 


Nine "I{" students participated in the Model U.N. con
ference in Toronto last month. Students learned cultural 
understanding and discussed possible world issues at the 
conference, which mirrors the actual United Nations. 


Sophomore Dylan Murray played 
a unique role during the conference. He served 
as Pakistan's Press Officer and wrote Pakistani
biased articles for the conference's daily paper, 
The Diplomat. "I got to sit on whatever com
mittees I chose and wrote a couple articles per 
day," Murray commented. He went on to say, "I 
got a reputation early on as being rather inflam
matory and controversial with my articles, but 
it was part of the overall strategy of playing our 
country's part." 


Freshman Michael Schoettle represented 
in the World Health Organization (WHO). He 
described his experience as "an exciting bal
ance of politics and health care dilemmas." In 


the WHO, Schoettle debated issues such as The 
Global Health Emergency Network Response 
System and drug resistant diseases (e.g. AIDS, 
malaria, and tuberculosis). Like the other Pakistani 
delegates, Schoettle wanted to focus on the issues 
most important to Pakistan. After moving to "set the 
agenda," or decide the order in which topics would 
be discussed in the committee, Schoettle used his 
initiative to push the "development of a committee 
that would allow all members to have one vote and 
an equal vote in deciding where medical research 
and funding would be allocated" in order to keep 
his country's wants from being overshadowed by 


See Model U.N., p.6 


Students staying in college longer, study shows 
Peggy Walsh-Sarnecki 


KNiGHT RIDDER NEWSPAPERS 


DETROIT- Angela Samuels is 
in her fifth year at Grand Valley State 
University. Her art major is almost 
impossible to finish in the traditional 
4 years, she said-although that's not 
what she thought when she started 
college. 


"I was thinking the usual four 


years," said Samuels, 22, of River 
Rouge, Mich. "I think everyone 
averages around five years. I'm 
going to be five." 


Samuels takes fewer classes to 
keep her course load manageable and 
her grades high. 


"I realized I was burning myself 
out," Samuels said. ''You could do 
it, but you'd only do half in each of 
your classes, because you only have 


so much time." 
Her parents planned ahead to 


pay for her college-four years of it 
They decided there was nothing they 
could do but keep paying. 


Her mother, Addie Samuels, 
has one piece of advice for parents: 
"I would tell them to put back more 
money, because it's expensive." 


During the past couple of 
decades, students have been steadily 


taking longer to finish a bachelor's 
degree. Now, five or even six years 
is becoming more common than the 
traditional four. 


"Most likely, they're going 
to pay for five plus," said Michael 
Boulus, executive director of the 
President's Council, State Universi
ties of Michigan. "To finish in four 


See College, p.2 







NEWS 
Why is it important to be 


involved in politics and 
social issues? 


"Otherwise people can pass laws that 
restrict your rights without your con
sent. " 
-- Mars Getsoin, K'07 


"It is the only way to affect change." 
-- Jen Moore, K'06 


"If you're not involved.and have no idea 
what is going on you have no right to 
complain. And complaining is fun." 
-- Keega1l 0 'Connor; K'06 


"Otherwise the world wiII get messed 
up, and we won't be able to do anything 
about it. That would be very sucky." 
-- Alissa Hendershot, K'07 


"They are human problems, and as 
humans we should be interested." 
-- Jen Kisbany, K '07 


-- compiled by Kate Boehm 
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College/ Student's reasons for staying longer 


continued from page 1 


years means four years full time." 
At the same time, the cost of a 


degree is increasing. Nationwide, 
four years of tuition and room and 
board at a public university average 
$10,636 annually, up 9.8 percent 
from last year; the average is $26,854 
for a private university, up 5.7 per
cent from last year. 


What's the holdup? Students are 
weighing class difficulty and afford
ability when they sign up for classes. 
Among the issues: 


More students are working, 
leaving less time for classes. 


More students are cutting down 
on the number of classes they take to 
keep grades high. 


Students are changing their 
majors, making it likely they need 
additional courses. 


More students are taking 
remedial classes, especially math, 
because they didn't get enough in 
high school. 


More classes are required for 
some degrees, such as engineering 
and teaching. 


Some universities are trying to 
find ways to encourage students to 
graduate faster. 


"The graduation rate is a figure 
we watch closely," said Michigan 
State University President Peter 
McPherson. "It's a matter of our 
focus, and one we've been doing a 
lot of thinking about, as to whether 


it could be reduced." 
Taking more time in college not 


only makes education more costly, it 
also costs students income from their 
postponed career, McPherson said. 


"If you graduate sooner, you go 
to work sooner," McPherson said. 


Northern Michigan University 
studied its graduation rate in the 
mid-1990s and decided the lack 
of a financial incentive was part of 
the problem, said Paul Duby, NMU 
associate vice president for institu
tional research. 


A generation ago, most uni
versities charged a flat rate for a 
full-time course load. The practice, 
called block tuition, made taking 
more classes a bargain. 


Now, most universities have 
done away with block tuition and 
charge by the credit hour. The more 
classes a student takes, the higher the 
tuition bill. 


"We saw more of our students 
drop from taking 15, 16 credit hours 
down to 12," Duby said. "We found 
more students were dropping out in 
the process. As the time to the end 
of the tunnel got longer, you found 
more reasons for students not to 
finish. " 


NMU's solution was to rein
stitute block tuition for full-time 
students. "We saw a tum-around 
right away," Duby said. 


There is one type of university 
that's bucking the trend .. highly 
selective schools. 


CRIME BEAT 


The University of Michigan 
in Ann Arbor has a 63 .9 percent 
four-year graduation rate. Its six
year graduation rate is 84.4 percent, 
well above that of other Michigan 
schools. 


One reason is that U-M's 
selectivity guarantees its students 
will be both highly qualified and 
highly motivated. Another reason: 
U-M has a relatively affluent student 
body. Students from affluent high 
schools tend to be better prepared 
for college. 


More than half of U-M's 
students come from families with 
incomes over $100,000; only 20 
percent have family incomes less 
than $50,000, said Julie Petersen, 
associate vice president for univer
sity relations. 


Commuter campuses, on the 
other hand, have always had more 
students who work. 


"Almost all of our students work 
while they're going to school, many 
of them 20 hours or more, some full
time," said Donna McKinley, vice 
chancellor for student affairs at the 
University of Michigan at Dearbom. 
"So unless they go to school year
round, it's likely to take them more 
than the traditional four years." 


(c) 2004, Detroit Free Press. 
Visit the Freep, the World Wide 


Web site of the Detroit Free Press, at 
http://www.freep.com. 


Di tributed by Knight Ridder/ 
Tribune Information Services. 


A student's car was snuck in the lower Fine Arts Building parking lot on February 18 between 10 and 
11:35 a.m. 150 dollars worth of damage was caused. 


A student reported to Security that someone stole her purse, keys and cell phone at a party on Douglas 
Street. She eventually recovered her keys and wallet minus the money. 


At 5: 10 a.m. on Feb. 29. a Hoben resident was apprehended by Security staff. The student had destroyed 
and was disposing of a college chair. The case is under investigation. 


Security staff has towed five student vehicles in the last week and reminds students that all umegistered 
vehicles will be towed after receiving the second ticket. 


At 10:45 p.m. on Feb. 25. a basketball game got too physical when a student dislocated his shoulder. He 
was taken to Bronson for treatment. 


-- Compiled by 'Bridget Scallen 
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Students gain experience through GLCA internships 


be an extra twice, both on location and 
in studio. Meridel Thomson 


STAFF WRlTER 
Fall quarter, after completing portfolios, 


applications, and interviews, five Kalamazoo 
College sophomores were chosen to partici
pate in the Great Lakes Colleges Association 
New York Arts Program. This year's par
ticipants are: Leah Busch, Lisa Ludwinski, 
Zoe Marshall-Rashid, Laurin Sprenger, and 
Meridel Thomson. 


"K" sends students, every winter 
quarter, to live in a brownstone house in 
Chelsea, Manhattan with more than 35 
other students from across the country. 
Sophomores, juniors, and seniors receive 
academic credit there for completing full
time internships with professionals living 
and working in the city. 


Students with interests in all forms of 
creative expression, including theatre, tele
vision, media, painting, photography, dance, 
and writing are eligible to go. 


Zoe Marshall-Rashid, a theatre major, 
is working at Signature Theatre Company 
as an administrative intern. Signature 
is located on 42nd Street in the Theatre 
District of New York City. Each year, this 
theatre devotes its entire season to the work 
of a single playwright. The playwright then 
works in residence with the company to pro
duce the shows. Past writers have included 
Sam Shepard, Edward Albee, and Lanford 
Wilson. During her stay, Zoe has been able 
to assist the general manager and artistic 
administrator in the theatre's offices. She 
has also been able to view auditions for the 
theatre's upcoming show. 


Meridel Thomson, an English major 
with a concentration in creative writing, 
is i.nterning with Literal Latte, a poetry 
magazine in Greenwich Village. Literal 
LaUe is one of the largest-circulating free 
publications in New York City, and Meridel 
is helping with its transition to an online 
publication. Under the instruction of Jenine 
Bockman, former President of the Women's 
National Book Association, Meridel is per
forming multiple assignments having to do 
with writing and publishing. She mostly 
enjoys reading submissions from writ
ers that send their poetry and prose from 
around the world. Meridel helps to decide if 
the manuscripts are suitable for publication 
in the magazine. She is also writing a book 
review and a personal essay to be published 
in the next edition of Literal Latte. 


Leah Busch, an art major, is currently 
interning with a variety of fine artists while 
in New York. She splits her time between 


two oil painters, a ceramics sculptor, and a 
set designer. She also worked for a short time 
at a non-profit public art organization. Some 
of Leah's responsibilities include stretching 
canvases, hanging exhibitions, working on 
a mural proposal 
for the Metropoli
tan Transit Author
ity, helping with 
the photographing 
of art work, and 
assisting in the cre
ation of ceramic/ 
wire sculptures. In 
addition to these 
internships, Leah 
has also landed a 
job 'working with 
a photographer she 
met through her 
painting sponsor. 


Lourin 
Sprenger, a theatre 
major, is working 
at Saturday Night 
Live this term. 
There, Lourin 
assists celebrity 
guests and watches 
the actors rehearse. 
Lourin is enjoying 
the culture of the 
city and is expand
ing her views of 
theatre by taking 
an improvisation 
class and seeing as 
many plays as she 
can. Her favorite 
discovery is "Jolly 
Ship the Wiz
Bang," a punk-rock 
pirate opera. 


Lisa Ludwin
ski , a sophomore 
theatre major, is 
interning at the tele
vision show "Law & 
Order." She works 
in the Locations 
Department, where 
she often deliv
ers checks to the 
set, sorts through 
files of different 
locations around 
the city, obtains 
permits for film
ing, and compiles 
show books for 


each episode, among other things. Her 
favorite part is visiting the set, where she 
usually stands with an assistant director 
and watches the filming. Much to her 
delight, she has gotten the opportunity to 
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Portions of this article were contrib
uted by: Leah Busch, Lisa Ludwinski, Zoe 
Marshall-Rashid and Laurin Sprenger. 
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Is China a threat? 
China's policies pose threat to world China's growth not a threat to American jobs 


JefJDuncan 


CONTRIBUTOR 


Since 1995, the U.S. trade deficit 
with China has grown from $38 billion 
to $140bn. That is, China sells $140bn 
more to the United States than we to it 
This is largely due to China's refusal to 
freely trade its currency on world mar
kets. Instead, the central government 
keeps the value of the yuan artificially 
low - making Chinese goods cheaper 
abroad than they ought to be. More 
importantly, however, China has refused 
to substantively allow foreign (especially 
American) companies to enter their 
domestic markets. Even following their 
entry into the World Trade Organization, 
China maintains de facto quotas to stop 
American businesses from selling their 
goods in China. 


When two countries trade equally 
(i.e., with no trade deficit), they import 
goods that are comparatively expensive 
to produce, and export goods that are 
comparatively cheap to produce - and 
they do so in volumes such that the loss 
in domestic employment from imports is 
equaI to the gain in domestic employment 


from the marginal exports. When the United 
States is forced to maintain a $140bn trade 
deficit with China, it means that the Ameri
cans who would be producing those $140bn 
in goods domestically are now unemployed. 
Put bluntly, China's protectionist policies are 
subsidized by job loss in the United States. 


China's growth is taking its toll not only 
on U.S. jobs, but on the world environment 
China accounts for 13% of the world's CO


2 
emissions, and by 2025 will account for 
25% of the world's energy consumption. It 
is true that the United States is itself a major 
polluter, but a distinction must be made: the 
United States is an efficient polluter. In 200 I, 
it took 11,000 British Thermal Units (BTU) 
of energy to produce one dollar of U.S. GDP 
growth. The same growth in China took 
36,000 BTUs. China is allowing pollution to 
bankroll its economic growth. 


No one can doubt that China will be an 
important market for both the United States 
and the world - and that if U.S. businesses 
are kept out of China, they are restricted at 
their peril. Yet we must ask ourselves whether 
China is trading fairly with the United States 
and whether the environmental and employ
ment cost of that trade is too great for us to 
bear. 


Will Dobbie 


CONTRIBUTOR 
When the president's top economists 


suggest making hamburgers a manufac
tured good, you know the economy is in 
trouble. With over 2.7 million manufac
turing jobs eliminated during his tenure, 
President Bush is desperate for some good 
news, even if it requires a bit of creative 
fiction. In addition to his "hamburger 
math," President Bush has sought to blame 
China and its "unfair" trading practices for 
eating away at American jobs, while in fact 
nothing could be farther from the truth. 


Blaming China for the disappearance 
of jobs, the growing trade deficit, or the 
deteriorating global environment demon
strates a fundamental misunderstanding of 
the real issues at hand and of the global 
economy in which we operate. 


In reality, China's economic growth 
has benefited the United States tre
mendously. Our exports to China have 
increased over 55percent since 2000, 
reflecting new markets for American busi
ness and new jobs for American workers. 
At the same time, imports from China have 
led to cheaper prices, and lower inflation 


and interest rates. 
And contrary to popular belief, 


China's economic growth is not steal
ing jobs from American producers 
but from other Asian producers. Our 
growing imports from China are bal
anced by a proportional decline in 
imports from other Asian nations. 
Our growing trade deficit comes more 
from the European Union nations than 
from China. 


Moreover, America is in fact the 
greatest producer of greenhouse gasses 
in the world, producing 7.5 times as 
many tons of greenhouse gases per 
capita than China. While critics may 
implicitly argue that America has a 
"right" to more resources than the 
rest of the world, I find this hard to 
swallow. 


Without a doubt the American 
economy is in trouble, but blaming 
China for these problems is both dis
honest and misleading. President Bush 
will try to blame everyone but himself 
for the troubles facing America today, 
but we have a right as an educated elec
torate to know the truth. The problem 
isn't in Beijing-- it's in Washington. 


Editor's note: Dr. McCornac's Asian Political Economy Seminar will be hosting a debate about 
China's economic threat to the United States on Tues. March 9 from 7-9 p.m. in Dewing 103. 
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EliSavit 


NEWS EDITOR 


Remember December 2003? The politi
cally trendy wore Howard Dean campaign but
tons and the name "Wesley Clark" struck fear 
in the hearts of republican campaign managers. 
John Kerry was a political laughingstock that 
had just taken out a second mortgage to finance 
his woeful presidential campaign. And you 
could still find people who thought that Pistons 
OM Joe Dumars was smart for drafting Darko 
Milicic over Carmelo Anthony. 


Way back in those heady days of yore, 
I paid a visit to my grandparents in the great 
state of Iowa. For an aficionado of electoral 
politics such as myself, Iowa was a veritable 
paradise on earth. The nine democratic presi
dential candidates were barnstorming through 
the state in preparation for the upcoming cau
cuses, hitting every city, town and burg in an 
attempt to reach potential voters. They had 
been doing so, mind you, for over a year. 


As a result, virtually every Iowan seemed 
to have personally met a presidential candidate 
at least once. Moreover, most Iowans seemed 
to have a thorough understanding of the issues 
that would come into play during the 2004 
election. Excitingly (for me, at least), Iowans 
were collectively engaged in real, substantive 
political debate. Man, I thought to myself, 
I can't wait for the run-up to the Michigan 
democratic caucuses, when people in my own 
state will get a chance to engage each other in 
such well-informed political debate! 


Of course, that never happened. By the 
time Michiganders went to the polls on F ebru
ary 7, times had changed. John Kerry rode a 
wave of success in Iowa and New Hampshire 
that continued in virtually every other contest. 
With only a fraction of the delegates commit
ted, media outlets were already calling the 
race for Kerry. My vote for Howard Dean 
was made insignificant amidst the hordes of 
Democrats jumping on the Kerry bandwagon 
and uniting behind their candidate. 


Moreover, there was a lack of substantive 
debate in Michigan and most other states prior 
to their nominating caucuses. Let's be honest: 
People who voted for Kerry post-Iowa did so 
not because they liked his views on the issues 
but because he was on the cover of Time and 
Newsweek. People like to be on the winning 
side, and Kerry was demonstrating he was 
a winner. Democrats across the nation col
lectively asked, why not jump on board with 
Kerry as early as possible? 


The idea momentum plays a role in 
politics is hardly news. Indeed, the reason 
New Hampshire and Iowa have so jealously 


PINI 
Hail the mighty Iowans 


guarded their roles as hosts to America's first 
presidential nominating contests is it gives 
them a disproportionate amount of power. 
The delegate count from New Hampshire and 
Iowa is almost insignificant when compared to 
states like Michigan. 
But winning those 
first small contests 
energizes a candi
dacy. Indeed, if one 
can win both Iowa 
and New Hampshire, 
a seemingly dead-in
the-water candidacy 
like John Kerry's can 
be converted into a 
virtually unstoppable 
force. 


Edwards within a couple of days during my 
stay in Newton, Iowa, population 40,000. 


The primary schedule is now so 
condensed that real issue-oriented debate has 
been stifled in virtually every state. More-


NS 
system that arbitrarily favors Iowa and New 
Hampshire. I don't doubt the political 
knowledge ofIowa's citizens, but the issues 
of importance in Iowa are not necessarily 
issues of importance to greater America. 


(Just an example: How 
many of you reading 
this column intend to 
vote for a candidate on 
the basis of his position 
on ethanol subsidies?) 


There is absolutely 
no logical reason why 
citizens in Iowa and 
New Hampshire should 
have such a dispropor
tionately large voice in 
the process ofnominat
ing presidential can
didates. Furthermore, 
there is no real reason 
for citizens in any state 
to vote on different 
days from one another. 
A candidate for presi
dent should appeal to 
a diverse group of con
stituents, not just those 
from certain geographic 
locations. 


For years now, 
other states have 
been steadily moving 
forward the dates of 
their caucuses so they, 
too , might amplify 
their voices in the 
nominating contest. 
However, the sheer 
number of states fol
lowing this trend has 
resulted in a fallacy of 
composition--what's 
good for one state 
is not good for all 
of them as a whole. 
Indeed, the competi
tion to position one's 
state immediately 
after New Hamp-


Democratic presidential candidate u.s. senator John Kerry of Massachusettes celebrates 
at the victory party in DesMoines, Iowa. 


Therefore, I sug
gest parties seriously 
consider moving all 
primaries and caucuses 
to one date. Not only 
will it re-enfranchise a 
number of voters and 


shire on the primary schedule has essentially 
stifled debate in these states. For example: 
Candidates had only four days to campaign for 
Michigan's primary, coming as it did on the 
heels of so 
man y 
o the r 
contests. 
The only 
candidate 
who both
ered to 
campaign 
in western 
Michi
gan was 
Dennis 
Kucinich. 
I saw both 
Howard 
D e a n 
and John 


over, momentum has become such a real factor 
many people now feel compelled to vote for 
candidates they might not have otherwise sup
ported. It's time to do away with our archaic 


encourage more issue
oriented debate, but it will allow parties to 
select a candidate and then immediately rally 
around him instead of having to wait months 
for losing candidates to slowly die off. 
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The Files 
Written by 


Anna Maxbauer 


Why you need motion lotion: the benefits of lube 
If you're at all sexually active, you've probably noticed 


how the presence or absence oflube can affect what goes down 
in bed. Some people don't like the idea oflube because its use 
implies some sort of deficiency on the part of a lover. Others 
aren't keen on bringing foreign substances into the fray. Lube, 
however, only makes a good thing better. 


Certain types of sex play (i.e. anal stufi) absolutely should 
not be attempted without some sort of outside lube (face it, spit 
only goes so far) .. Girls in particular are very sensitive to the 
motion of the ocean because it is usually linked directly to their 
sexual arousal and how they feel down below. The bonus of 
lube is that it can fool a woman's brain into thinking that she's 
already turned on, which kick-starts the real arousal cycle. In 
fact, the only thing standing between a girl and a quickie is a 
bottle of Eros or a tube of KY. 


The biggest thing you need to remember when picking 
out lube is which sex( es} will be using it. The anatomical 
differences in men and women mean that men have more 
options open to them by way of lube. However, the type of 
stuff you pick up will also depend on the context in which it's 
being used - guys looking to better their masturbation can use 
anything from hair gel to baby oil, provided it's alcohol- and 
menthol-free and unscented. Regular lotion is also good, but 
make sure it's not the type of stuff that gets absorbed quickly 
(otherwise, it might hurt more than help). Ladies, meanwhile, 
need to find potions that won't disturb the vagina's chemical 
eqUilibrium. Keep it water- or silicone-based (avoid oil-based 
stuff, which messes with the vagina's pH and can track in a 
whole lot of nasty bacteria). 


Of the three varieties oflube out there (oil-, water-, and 


silicone-based), silicone-based stuff is probably the most uni
versally applicable and practical-just don't use it with silicone 
sex toys, as the chemical interaction can spell bad news down
town. Oil-based stuff is only a good idea during anal play (yes, 
anal play), or if you're a male working solo. The important 


Some people don't like the 
idea of lube because its use 
implies some sort of deficiency 
on the part of a lover. Others 
aren't keen on bringing foreign 
substances into the fray. How
ever, lube, like condoms, only 
makes a good thing better. 


-- Anna Maxbauer 


thing to remember with oil-based stuff is to NOT use it with 
latex condoms, which can break down or dissolve. That's bad. 
And, despite its reputation as a sex must-have, petroleum-based 
Vaseline is pretty much useless in the sack. 


Water-based lube rocks because it has universal appeal 
for most vaginas and can be cleaned up/out easily. The only 


downside is that it can require several mid-coitus applications, 
which can really kill the mood. Most seasoned veterans will 
tell you that Astroglide is the way to go, while others swear by 
Liquid Silk or the more old-school KY Jelly. Some women 
are sensitive to the glycerin found in Astroglide and ill Juicy, 
so do some investigating before resting on a favorite. 


Dabbing a wee bit of the good stuff on a naked penis 
will also make male condoms more comfortable - just make 
sure the condom doesn't slide off mid-romp. Using lube with 
female condoms also decreases the noise factor, which helps if 
you're trying to be discreet or want to hide from a roommate. 
If you've got a sweet tooth, the ill label makes a variety of 
zesty- flavored products. If you've got problems climaxing 
too soon or are just interested in making sex last, there are also 
desensitizing lubes available. 


Even though lube is funny to use and even funnier to talk 
about, it's serious stuff. Condoms, for one thing, last longer 
and are less likely to break when used with lube. Don't think 
that buying lubricated condoms qualifies as the real deal, either 
- the token lube on most condoms won't do a thing for you 
or your partner. Most people have chafing horror stories that 
resulted from someone overestimating how equipped he or 
she was to handle penetration, so make sure you take care of 
business the right way to avoid getting scarred for life. 


If you want to test-ride some lube, your best options are 
either hitting up Walgreen's or Meijer or ordering some online 
(www.lubery.com has a staggering selection). Girls and guys 
have everything to gain from bringing some motion lotion into 
their sex life - it makes stuff last longer and feel better while 
taking pressure off people to supply their own .. 


Model U.N/Students enjoyed conference, plan to form campus group 


-


continued from page 1 


more powerful countries, such as the United 
States, the United Kingdom, and France. 


Freshman Rebecca Bomsteinnearlyfelt 
the power of the United States in the Social 
and Humanitarian Committee (SacRUM). 
Because Pakistan has nuclear capabilities, 
the United States threatened to wage war 
against it, despite an apparent alliance. 


The slogan for the conference was 
"Debating the World," something that the 
participants think "K" needs to focus on 
more. The Model U.N. program. once run by 
Professor Dugas, was dead until a Center for 


International Prograrn.~ worker, Chandra Simms, 
approached Dugas' intemational relations class 
with the idea of reviving it Aupperlee, a student 
in Dugas' class, joined with Chandra, and the 
two organized the College's participation in 
the conference. The participants feel that the 
College's lack of a strong Model U.N. program 
is a major hole in intercultural understanding, 
which is impressed upon students as one of 
the most important facets of a "K" education. 
In the word!; of Aupperlee, it's "shocking that 
they haven '( beefed up the importance of the 
Model U.N. because .. .I can't think of a better 
exercise in intercultural understanding aside 
from study abroad and (international) semi-


oars than a Model U.N. conference .... there's 
no better way to understand a person's culture 
than actually having to deal with that culture 
and negotiate with that culture. n 


The participants take their roles as repre
sentatives of different countries very seriously. 
According to Aupperlee, "they keep the uni
verse of the conference so closed you feel you 
are at the U.N., and you are that country, and 
you're interacting with other countries." 


Even with the seriousness and weight 
of pressing international issues constantly 
surrounding them, all the students that par
ticipated in the trip said they had a good tune 
and a lot of fun and were really pleased with 


the outcome of the conference. Aupperlee, 
Thomas, Wegert, Tesoriero, Bomstein, and 
Schoettle all received recognition for their 
roles in their committees. Murray com
mented, "We went in there with almost 
nobody knowing anything about .oK" Col
lege and left with most people claiming we 
should've received even more recognition 
than we did." Wegert stated she "had a 
wonderful time and would do it again in 
a heart beat." The nine participants plan to 
start a Model U.N. organization on campus 
that will draw in more students interested 
in learning about and debating intemational 
issues . 







March 4, 2004 


~hapel Chat 
by Jeanne Hess 


I want to begin by thanking all the individuals and 
groups that have put efforts into Chapel services this aca
demic year. Not only has attendance increased, but the sense 
of communty has dramatically risen when people choose to 
stay after to connect with the participants or each other. It's 
like a mini-common reading each Friday. Community is 
about having a common experience with other people, and 
the messages we've heard each Friday are worthy of being 
heard by so many more. The word is definitely getting out 


... And you get all 
the credit 


With classes in five Metro 
Detroit locations, Wayne State 
is the place to be this summer! 


Priority Registration 
Going on Now 


Spring Session 
Begins 
May l O 


Summer Session 
Begins 
June 30 


World-Clan Education 
In the Real World ' 


summer.wayne.edu 
(877) WSU-INFO 


FEATURES 
that these arc stories worthy of support, but then aren't all 
stories worthy of our support? 


So many times, I've been in conversation with someone 
about the amazing service, and the response has been, "ob - I 
really wanted to go to that, but...." and insert one of the fol
lowing: "that's the only time I could meet with my professor," 
" I had a paper due," "I overslept," or the most frequent, hI 
forgot." When Chapel becomes a part of the ethos of your 
week, you will actually look forward to what is coming up, 
and will arrange your week, your professor meetings, your 
homework, and your sleep schedule around Fridays at 10:50 
a.m., and you will want to bring another person with you. 


If you attended Sarah Martyn's service on poverty last 
Friday, you left richer for the experience. (fyou heard Andrew 
Burd, poet and former homeless man, speak his poetry about 
being out on the street, you had no choice but to be affected at 
some level. Chapel time speaks to ownership of our commu-


nity, as CCAB's "Ultimate Chapel" did the previous week. 
With so many participants, energy there was abundant, and 
all went away feeling somewhat renewed. As we take from 
the community, so should we give back. If we choose to 
arrange a Chapel, we should support all others who choose 
to do the same. It's the GoldenRule of Chapel! You all have 
some sort of message that in some way could be told to our 
community. and this is the perfect venue. As Kalamazoo 
College looks to "prepare its graduates to better understand, 
live successfully within, and provide enlightened leadership 
to a richly diverse and increasingly complex world." what 
better place to begin than with the wondrous interests, dif
ferences, and talents we share in the Friday 1 0:50 hour? 


Come this Friday to enjoy the talents of our music stu
dents. 10th week, come to support Jevon Caldwell Gross' 
talk, "When it Rains, it Pours." 


See you there- it's your opportunity for community! 


FRIENDS WORLD PROGRAM 


Live, Study a~d Work 
Abroad While Earning 
College Credit 
Year and semester-long programs in: 
.Japan • China 
England • India 
Costa Rica 


Year-long program in 
Comparative Religion in: 
Taiwan • India 
Thailand 


Experiential leaming 
through cultural 
immersion, academic 
seminars I and independent 
field study makes Friends 
World the educational 
experience of a lifetime. 


FOT information contact: 
Friends World Program 
Long Island Universi ty 
239 Montauk Highway, Southampton, NY 11968 


(631) 287-8474 
e-mail: fw@liu.edu 
www.liu.edu/friendsworld 


FRIENDS WORLD PROGRAM 


LoNGIsIAND 


~ 
The Fnends World Program IS part of Long Island UmV<rsIIY, Utt eighth largest Private umV<rslly In the country. 


NEW! $500 Travel Incentive Award 
for Fall 2004 Visiting Students 







SPORTS The Index 


Seasons end well for all winter sports teams 
Men and women s swimming, men and women s basketball earn honors, succeed at MIAAs 


Karen Nave 


SPORTS EDITOR 


Women's Basketball 
The Kalamazoo Col


lege women's basketball team 
really turned up the heat during 
tournament play this past week. 
Coming off a tough home loss 
to the Alma College Scots, 
the Hornets won on the road, 
defeating the Scots and earn
ing a spot in the semi-finals. 


The Hornets finally 
came together and dominated 
Alma in an outstanding effort 
that showcased their strengths 
and capitalized on Alma's weak
nesses. The Hornets won 76-58. 
The Scots could not seem to 
shut Kalamazoo down under
neath the basket. Junior Sarah 
Sleder led the Hornets with 18 
points and six rebounds. Junior 
co-captain Ashley Riley finished 
with 16 points. Sophomore 
Mary Brown put up 14 points, 
and junior co-captain Lindsay 
Basler finished with 12 points. 


The Hornets advanced 
to semi-finals against top-seeded 
Calvin College Knights. The 
Hornets gave the Knights 
a run for their money and 
were almost able to pull off 
the win but could not hold on 
after halftime. Kalamazoo 
played a very aggressive 
game and gave nothing to 
Calvin. The Hornets led 25-
15 at halftime but saw the lead 
slip away when Calvin put up 
13 unanswered points during 
the second half. Calvin 
finished the game 59-53. 


Kalamazoo shot 
43.1 percent from the field 
and went 5-for-1 0 at the line. 
Junior co-captain Angie Neu 
put 15 points on the board for 
the Hornets, and sophomore 
Mary Brown added 10 points 
and picked up five assists. 
The Hornets finished the 
season going down witb a 


figbt. Congratulations on a great 
season! 


The team added players. 
Junior Ashley Riley was selected 
to the 2003-2004 All-MIAA first 
team. Riley was seventh in the 
league with scoring, 12.8 points 
per game. She ranked fourth in 
rebounding (7.7) and fifth in field 
goal percentage (52.6%). Riley 
was second in blocked shots (1.5). 


Sophomore Mary Brown 
was selected to the All-MIAA 
second team. She was fifth in 
the league in scoring, with 13.1 
points per game. She also ranked 
third in assists (4.1) and second 
in steals (2.3). Junior Angie Neu 
received Coaches' Honorable 
Mention. 


Men's Basketball 
The Kalamazoo Col


lege men's basketball team 
saw its hopes of an MIAA 
Championship end in Grand 
Rapids last Wednesday against 
a very tough Calvin College 
team in first-round action. 


The Men put up a valiant 


effort but trailed the Knights at 
halftime 47-42 . Calvin put 
the pressure on and ran away 
with the game in the second 
half. The Hornets were unable 
to battle back and lost 94-64. 


Calvin was able to hold 
Kalamazoo to just 37.5 percent 
shooting. The Hornets held a 
slight rebounding edge (39-38) 
but managed to turn the ball over 
18 times to Calvin's 14. Senior 
captain Jevon Caldwell-Gross led 
the Hornets with 17 points in his 
final game. Junior Tony Wich
mann picked up 10 points and six 
rebounds. Chris Elliott finished 
his career with eight points and 
seven rebounds. Congratulations 
on a good season. 


In Men's Basketball 
Junior Tony Wichmann was 
selected for the 2003-2004 AlI
MIAA second team. Wichmann 
led the Hornets and ranked sev
enth in the MIAA with points 
per game (14.3). He was fifth 
in the MIAA with 6.5 rebounds 
per game, second in field goal 
percentage (60.2%) and third 
in blocked shots (1.5). Jevon 
Caldwell-Gross, Chris Elliott, 


and Kyle Konwinski all received 
Coaches' Honorable Mention. 


Swimming 
The All-MIAA 


SwimminglDiving Teams 
included a number of Hornets 
this year. The Women's 2004 
All-MIAA team included: junior 
Megan Johnson, sophomore 
Shannon Bauer, and freshman 
Elizabeth Garlow. Johnson is 
originally from New London, 
New Hampshire. This is her 
third All-MIAA honor. Johnson 
was part of the MIAA champion 
200 freestyle relay team and fin
ished fourth and fifth in the 200 
freestyle and 50 and 100 freestyle 
respectively. Bauer is a sopho
more from Troy, Michigan. This 
is her first All-MIAA honor. She 
was a member of the champion 
200 freestyle team and finished 
third and fourth in the 50 and 100 
freestyle respectively. Garlow is 
originally from Farmington Hills, 
Michigan and was also a part of 
the 200 freestyle relay team. 
She also broke school records in 
the breaststroke events and 200 


individual medley, in which she 
placed third. All three swimmers 
set school records in three relays 
(200 freestyle, 400 freestyle, and 
800 freestyle relay) along with 
teammate Kristin Dominguez. 


Leading the way for 
the Men's Swim/Dive team is 
junior Andrew Kurtz. Kurtz 
was named to the 2004 AII
MIAA Team for the third year in 
a row and was also named Most 
Valuable Swimmer/Diver. He 
also earned national honors by 
being selected as· NCAA Divi
sion III Swimmer of the Week 
by Collegeswimming.com. 
Kurtz is originally from Bloom
field Hills, Michigan and was a 
member of the MIAA champion 
800 freestyle relay team. He 
also won three individual events 
(50 freestyle, 100 breaststroke, 
200 breaststroke) and set school 
records in the 50 freestyle and the 
100 breaststroke. 


Also earning honors for 
the men's team was Anthony 
Hold . Mike Arce, Derek 
Jansen, Josh Pfau, Victor 
Stover, Joe Waller, and Scott 
Whitbeck also earned spots 
on the 2004 All-MIAA Team. 


Computer Repair . 


Analysis, troubleshooting, and repair of computer 


hardware and software, networking, and Internet access 


problems. New hardware installation and configuration. 


Virus and spyware removal. 


Special student rates! 


ertex Contact Jeff Young 
269.998.9225 


jyoung@vertex-computing.com 
www.vertex-computing..com 












INSIDE 


Chelsea Phelps investigates 
the source of the dirty water 
coming out of the plumbing 
on campus. 
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Want a chance to be uncon
ventional? Dan Menzo dis
cusses the diverse bash that 
is Crystal Ball, happening 
tomorrow night at 10p.m. in 
Old Welles. 
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OPINIONS 


Is it justified? Civil rights in 
limbo: Eli Savit and Gregory 
LaVoy sound off in a point! 
counterpoint concerning 
the Michigan Civil Rights 
Initiative. 


-page 6-


POP! How inflated are the 
grades at 'K' College? A 
national trend is examined 
in the context of our very 
own college. 
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Colin Baumgartner discusses 
the successful season end
ings for the men's and 
women's tennis teams. 
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'K' College Republicans becoming national force 
Chelsea Phelps 


Index Staff 


The Kalamazoo College Republicans 
have recently gained a lot of prestige on 
both the state and national level. The group 
has been invited to and participated in 
many events. The biggest boost came for 
the Republicans when they got their fifteen 
seconds of fame on FOX News. 


The College Republicans went on the air 
to endorse the Michigan Civil Rights Initia
tive (MCRI), a political group that is dealing 
with the issue of affirmative action. 


"The opportunity was there for us," 
Kalamazoo College Republicans President 
Dan Carlson said. "We were the first group 
to officially endorse the MCR! and I'm very 
proud. We are happy to represent them in any 
way that we can." 


Aside from the 
national exposure the 
Republicans gained, 
the group has also 
been doing very well 
in the political scene 
right here in Michi
gan. 


The Republicans 
attended two Lincoln 
dinners this month for 
both Kalamazoo and 
Ottawa counties. 


"Lincoln dinners 
are dinners for the 
representative party," 
Carlson said. "They 
are held once a year 
for each county. It's 
an expensive formal; 
they sell tickets for 
dinner. The "who's 
who" of the county 


-- photo oourtesy of Katie DorlTWt 


The College Republicans attended the Ottawa County Republicans Unwin 
Day dinner on April 19. From left to right: RanaMikkdson, Greg LaVoy, Katie 
Donnan, ZachMon~ 0Wr of the Michigan Republican Party Betty DeYoss, 
and Dan Carlson, president of the 'K' College Republicans.-


Carlson was happy with the exposure that 
FOX News brought because now, according 
to Carlson, the College Republicans are on a 
national level with connections. 


The FOX News segment aired in the 
morning and showed the College Repub
licans collecting signatures for a petition. 
The Republicans were unaware of when the 
segment would air. 


and state show up at these dinners, and it 
is where a lot of the political meandering 
is done." 


this dinner, the College Republicans were given 
a standing ovation for the work they have done 
throughout the year. 


The Republicans attended the Kalamazoo 
County dinner on Wednesday, April 14 to 
which they were given five free tickets. At 


Carlson and his group were then offered 


See Republicans, p.3 


Democrats decline participation in political debate 
David Nachtweih 


Index Staff 


The Kalamazoo College Demo
crats have voted against participation 
in a debate that they believe will only 
insult the participants and serve the 
political agenda of the moderating 
group. The debate, a joint venture 
between the Mud and Mayhem 
Society and the Global Issues House, 
taking place seventh week, was 
designed to pit the Democrats against 
the Kalamazoo College Republicans 
to identifY the differences between the 
two parties. 


After listening to members of the 
Mud and Mayhem Society answer 
questions at their fourth week Monday 
meeting, the Democrats discussed the 
costs and benefits of participation. 


Members of the organization argued 
that the debate was not designed to 
discuss in-depth current issues. 


''This debate is nota forum where 
the Republicans and Democrats can 
express their different views," Dem
ocrats' Vice President Robert Brown 
said. "It will only address surface 
issues and will not address anything 
with deeper meaning." 


At the end of discussion, the 
Democrats, in their first vote on the 
subject, decided that it was in the 
best interest of the organization not 
to participate. The organization voted 
10-0 with President Ben Fincham 
abstaining. 


Despite the Democrats' deci
sion, however, the event has not been 
canceled, said the Mud and Mayhem 
Society Lord President Charles Fulton. 


Though he could not comment on the 
type of event that will occur seventh 
week, Fulton said the Society would 
"probably have some kind of politi
cal discussion," and that they would 
"soldier on" despite the setback. "I'm 
very disappointed," Fulton said. "I had 
certainly hoped that they would stay 
in the debate." 


The Republicans, who consid
ered the event to be a good forum for 
an open debate, expressed regret at the 
Democrats' vote. Regardless of that 
decision, however, they still plan to 
participate in an event with Society. 


"We are very disappointed 
because we thought Mud and 
Mayhem did a great job organizing 
the debate, and we were looking 
forward to it," Republican President 
Dan Carlson said. 


In the weeks preceding their vote, 
the Democrats contemplated the ben
efits to the debate as they waited for 
Mud and Mayhem to set the topics and 
the fotmal As the Democrats learned 
more from the Mud and Mayhem 
Society about the event, a collective 
dissatisfaction and uneasiness grew 
among the group's members. 


"They seemed to be generally 
discontent, but we couldn't figure out 
why," Fulton said. "I could sense a lot 
of resistance from the organization." 


Brown attributed the growing 
discomfort to the debate's organiza
tion. He said that the DemOCrats had 
only received a broad list of topics by 
their fourth week meeting. With three 


See Democrats, p.2 
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PHOTO OPINION POLL 


What is your opinion on all the 
campus (nighttime nUdity'? 


"I've never seen so many streakers 
before-- Frelon was my flrst experi
ence. It's just human bodies running 
around crazily. Freedom of expression, 
I guess." 
-- Kim Martines, K '06 


"I don't know what's going on, but I'm 
fine with it as long as it doesn't get too 
obnoxious. It always gets crazier in 
spring." 
-- Tanya Krzeminski. K'04 


''Nudity is fun in any context." 
-- Troy Duncan. K '07 


"1 am fine with it as long as they are not 
really disturbing anyone. I wouldn't go 
watch; I think it's kind of silly." 
-- Renee Begnoche. K'05 


"1 don't see the streaking, so it doesn't 
bother me. What I don't like is the pic
tures in front of Hicks. I think it is kind 
of inappropirate, with the Woodward 
kids here today." 
-- Robyn Jensen. K'07 


- compiled by Kate Boehm 


In the bathroom: beyond the pipes 
Chelsea Phelps 


Staff Writer 


''It turned rusty, kind of an 
orange color," said Natalie Kaftan (K 
'07). 


Kaftan was referring to the 
discolored water that recently 
appeared in the resident halls here 
on the "K" College campus. Paul 
Manstrom, Director of Facilities 
Management, said that this situation 
is something that occurs every year. 


''This is normally a short-lived 
problem that shows up in the fall and 
spring when the City of Kalamazoo 
flushes the fire hydrants in the area as 
part of their maintenance operations. 
This practice assures that hydrants are 
operable should they ever need to be 
used in an emergency," Manstrom 
said. ''Unfortunately, the high water 
velocity that occurs during these 
flushes dislodges solid particles that 
tend to build up over time inside the 
pipes and valves. The water that shows 
up after those flushes is unpleasant to 
look at but really only contains higher 
concentrations of what already exists 
in the water supply. I do, however, 
understand anybody's reluctance 
to use the water for cleaning much 
less drink it. The discoloration 
appears worse in some buildings 
than others." 


"It tasted kind of gross," said 
Rowan Kelley (K'07). "It tasted like 
minerals, like hard country water. 
Water is supposed to be clear." 


Jim Hoyt, an engineer for the 
Public Services Water Division of the 
City ofKalarnazoo, said that the water 


is perfectly safe to drink. 
"It's mostly just iron and cal


cium," Hoyt said. "We apply enough 
chlorine to the water to kill any bacte
ria. The only way that there could be 
health problems with this process is 
if someone has specific health issues 
with iron." 


According to Hoyt, the city is 
divided into seven zones. The zones 
are split up, and this year, April 12-21, 
city workers went to various zones to 
flush the hydrants. 


"We do this process to maintain 
the hydrants to make sure that they 
work properly during an emergency," 
Hoyt said. "What happens is, there is 
a rush of water that drives loose iron 
down stream. When weflush a section, 
there are about two to eight hydrants 
running at a time and they are closed 
in the same order they were opened. 
The rush of water then will push all of 
the iron downstream." 


The iron travels from the under
ground lines into people's faucets and 
shower heads when water is used. 


"We perform this process 
between I Op.rn. and 6a.m.," Hoyt said. 
"If, during that time someone goes to 
the bathroom, the flushing will suck 
in the iron, which will show up in the 
shower the next day." 


This minor inconvenience 
becomes prolonged for students living 
with a couple hundred other people 
who use the bathroom during the time 
of the flushes. 


''In your situation, a dorm sucks 
in lots of water," Hoyt said. "If 
everyone in the dorm flushes or takes 
a shower, a lot more iron is going to 


get in and the more time it will take 
to get clear." 


The consequences, Hoyt said, 
include the discoloration of water 
circulating through the dorms. 


"It can become anywhere from 
a dark brown to a wheat color," Hoyt 
said. "It depends on the structure; it 
will either take a little or a lot of time 
to flush out." 


Although Hoyt maintained that 
the water was safe to drink, many 
students were hesitant to drink the 
rust -colored water. 


"I didn't drink it," Kaftan said, 
"I was too scared." Not knowing 
what the rust color added to many 
students' hesitancy. "I guessed that it 
was probably rust," Kaftan said, "But 
it would have been nice to know what 
itwa~." 


"I wasn't sure what it was," said 
Kelley. ''I would definitely have liked 
to have known what it was and how 
it was treated." 


According to Hoyt, the city has 
two media methods it uses to alert the 
zones of the flushing. 


"We put a notice in the news
paper about a week or two in advance, 
and we also alert news channel 3," 
Hoyt said. "The locals have a gen
eral idea of when the flushing will 
occur." 


Manstrom said that the city does 
not inform the College of when the 
y have scheduled the hydrant flushes. 
In the future, however, he said that he 
may contact the city in the hopes that 
"K." facilities management can be noti
fied ahead of time and an e-mail can be 
distributed to the student body. 


Democrats/Republican agenda? 
continued from page 1 


weeks to prepare and without clear topics, the Demo
crats wondered how they could present thoughtful 
arguments, Brown said. 


"One topic we were given was 'War in Iraq.' 
How can we address such a broad issue with only a 
few weeks to prepare? There is so much involved in 
discussing that topic," Brown said. 


As a result, the Democrats speculated that the 
debate was nothing more than a rouse designed to 
embarrass them, Brown said. Instead of promoting a 
thorough discussion, he said, the Democrats believed 
Mud and Mayhem would try to railroad them to 
serve their own agenda. Fulton called the accusation 


"groundless" and "ridiculous." 
''I've told them repeatedly that that's simply not the case," 


Fulton said. "We have made every effort to reassure them," 
he said, which included answering questions in person at the 
Democrats' meeting as well as e-rnailing the group information 
about the event. 


Despite Mud and Mayhem's assurances, the Democrats 
could not be swayed from their position. Brown said that overa1I 
the decision was in the best interest of the organization. Without 
having to quickly prepare for the debate, he said, the organiza
tion could focus its energies elsewhere. 


Brown went on to say, "We are not against the open dis
cussion of the Democratic platform, and we would be more 
than willing to engage in a debate with the Republicans but not 
under these circumstances." 
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Danny Menzo 
Contributor 


Kaleidoscope, the LGBT and ally stu
dent organization here at "K," invites all 
students to its spectacular dance, Crystal 
Ball, on Friday, April 30, at 10:OOp.m. in 
Old Welles. 


is surrounded by abnormality or a sense of 
what is "queer." No one at the dance feels 
judged, since everything about the space is 
purposefully and tastefully unconventional. 
Normally, Kaleidoscope puts on three dances 
per year-- one per quarter; this year, however, 
the organization has decided to produce only 
one Crystal Ball for the whole year. 


required more time to plan the event and con
tacting professional event coordinators from 
the Detroit area. Since we've received fund
ing from Student Commission and from pri
vate donors, we knew we had the resources to 
make this Crystal Ball the Crystal Ball of the 
year-- to make it the most special Kalamazoo 
College has probably ever seen." 


Detroit to public protesting in downtown 
Kalamazoo to a successful Day of Silence 
on campus. Crystal Ball is a way for this 
student organization to celebrate its many 
accomplishments over the past several 
months and to end the year with a bang. 


Says Kaleidoscope co-leader Joe Tracz, 
"Each group has their big event. ASA has 
AsiaFest, BSO has CAT ... Well, this is 
ours!" 


Crystal Ball provides an opportunity 
for all students to explore the most exotic 
sides of their personalities because everyone 


According to Kaleidoscope co-leader 
Phil Kotzan, "We knew that we wanted to 
make more out of our Crystal Ball event. This 


Since the beginning of the year, Kalei
doscope has had a strong presence on- and 
off-campus, ranging from volunteer work in Hope to see you all there. 


"K' SIUInS' put to cOInmunity use 
Lisa Grove be most cost efficient to do the tions, remarked, "Even since The College's other reason "(Month-long leases) are 


Index Staff park construction at the same my time at 'K,' there has been a to tear down the houses and great, but can be bad when 
time as the library construction. greater pressure for more green build the park is more eco- they say 'be ont by the end 


Many "K" students and The project costs $260.000, a spaces." The new green space nomica!. The College had been of the month. '" The College 
faculty are aware of the cur- modest sum in comparison with would provide a new area that renting those houses to students offered to help the tenants in 
rent library construction, but the cost of the library construc- could be used for a variety of and non-affiliated tenants on their search for new housing. 
there has been less talk about tion, and comes out of the oper- outdoor recreational activities. a month-to-month basis, and Bolton said they assisted 
the construction happening ating reserve; no donations have particularly intramural soccer, maintaining a park rather than him in finding a room on 
on Catherine Street. yet been received. and as early as next year, and houses IS significantly cheaper. campus. 


Last October, the The College decided to enact could serve as a venue for the The College can't withdraw from The new project will 
Board of Trustees approved this plan for two reasons. First, Earth Day celebration. The park the landlord business completely not only provide more green 
a proposal to tear down what the College feels it is necessary will not be enclosed and will because they have to maintain space for intramurals and 
is commonly referred to as to prOVIde more green space, not be limited to the College's some housing for faculty and recreation but the realloca-
the "'K' College slums" and and second, the College would students and staff. When it's staff. but this provides them with tion of funds will enhance 
turn the area into a park. The like to ease its way out of the not scheduled for a college more funding that can now be academics here at "K." As 
"slums" had been a group of landlord business. function it will be open to the directed towards academics. Jim VanSweden commented, 
houses owned and operated For a while now, the Board surrounding community, serv- Students and non-affiliated "Exercising the mind and 
by Kalamazoo College. of Trustees has been consider- ing as a nexus between "K" and tenants got letters explaining the body is the liberal arts 


The Board figured now ing creating more green space the citizens of Kalamazoo. For they had to be out by the end of ideal, and this project will 
would be a good time for for the College. Jim VanSwe- security purposes, the park will December. Senior Jake Bolton, be beneficial in both of those 
the project because it would den, director of communica- be lit at night. a former tenant, commented, aspects." 


Republicans! active throughout state and nation 
continued from page 1 


tickets to the Ottawa county Lincoln Day dinner on April 
19, where United States Representative Tom DeLay 
spoke. 


"This was a very important event," Carlson said. "We 
were rushed up to the front of the line to meet Betsey 
Devoss (Chair of the Michigan Republican Party), whom 
we were very happy to meet, and she had heard of our 
group." 


On top of the two Lincoln Day dinners, the College 
Republicans also attended State Representative Jack 
Hoogendyke's fundraiser on April 16. 


"We will be working with Repr.:sentative Hoogendyke 
on his campaign, which we're really looking forward to," 
said Carlson. "We also had the opportunity to meet Sec
retary of State Terry Lynn Land." 


The College Republicans were also mentioned in three 
different speeches-- one of these mentions State Senator 
Tom George, who according to Carlson, mentioned that 
he was extremely happy to see conservatives back at 
Kalamazoo College because "K" College helped found 
the Republican Party. 


Honorable mentions aside, the Republicans are get
ting back to work. Their next big project is undertaking 
an endorsement. 


"We are officially endorsing Sharon Wise for the 
National Committeewoman," Carlson said. 


Wise, the incumbent, is sponsoring the College Repub
licans at the state convention on May 21. 


"Sharon Wise's campaign manager, Val Tillman, 
when she heard we would be working on the campaign 
responded, 'Yahoo! You're group is awesome," Carlson 
said. "We are very excited to be working with them, and 


we will be helping out at the county convention." 
All of this excitement and recognition has been the 


icing on the cake for Carlson. 
"I can't believe how far we have come this year," 


Carlson said. "We started up in September as a small 
group on what is considered a very liberal campus and 
now we are one of the largest groups in the state. I work 
with a great group of people, and I couldn't have done it 
without them; they do a lot of work for me and they have 
been terrific." 


For more information about the "K" College Repub


licans and their activities, visit their website at http: 
//www.kzoo.eduiI:pblican, and for more infor
mation on the Michigan Civil Rights Initiative, 
visit their official website at http://www.michig 
ancivilrights.org. 
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Will the real DeInocrats please stand up? 


Kate Evans Sadly, that is what cost him the primary. of the biggest problem the Democratic Party is 
facing in today's political climate. Driven to 
the middle ground by compromise, he thinks 
that if he falls moderately on the issues in the 
public eye, he will win. Democrats have been 
doing this for far too long, and it is the one 
most significant reason they no longer control 
the House or the Senate. Democrats get stuck 
in the web of socially "sexy" issues that the 
Republicans weave, instead of standing up 
and saying "This isn't the important stuff; we 


should be worried about the significant rise in 
unemployment, our faltering economy, and the 
fact that the majority of Americans, including 
many, many children are without comprehen
sive health care." 


Opinions Writer 


I miss Howard Dean. 
For all the screams, all the insulting 


comments, the one thing for which you could 
always count on Howard Dean telling the 
truth. Some truth. Any truth. Howard Dean 
wasn't afraid to say what he meant. He didn't 
consult the party line to see if it was okay
he just said it, regardless of the consequence. 


I find it incredibly ironic that for all the 
democratic talk about wanting a free thinker, 
and all the momentum Dean had when the pri
mary started, we got cold feet and nominated 
the biggest party suit in the whole joint. 


Like many Deaniacs, I find myself in an 
awkward position. I want Bush out of office 
more than I can possibly articulate in this short 
column, but voting for Kerry feels a bit like an 
insult to my intelligence. Kerry is the epitome 


But if the Republicans are good at any
. thing, they are good at convincing the largest 


numbers of the voter population that they 
should vote for them based on moral issues 


See Joe, p.6 


Raise your faIllily first, your career can wait 
Mike Taylor 
Opinions Writer' 


My oh my, I almost forgot how one small innocent com
ment could incense an entire carnpus-l can only imagine what 
the backlash would have been had it come from a male student. 
If you don't yet know what I'm talking about, apparently a 
female student was quoted or nusquoted saying girls breeze 
through college taking easy humanities majors like hmlllmitics. 
Although it looks fun, I wish to avoid all the bickering and 
finger pointing, and approach this argument from a completely 
different perspective. I don't know whether the majority of 
girls take "fluff majors" and coast through college witll the 
hopes of getting manied and raising a family, but I would like 
to contend that perhaps they should. 


Now, before you dismiss this as an antiquated sexist opin
ion. allow me to explain myself. All young children should be 
afforded the oPpoltunity to grow up with two loving parents, 
who are highly involved in their lives. Obviously, it takes 
money to raise kids, but money is not the most important thing, 
and neither are the parents' professional goals. It is my belief 
that the ends of humanity (apart from reli!,,'ious beliefs) is to 
leave society better off than when you found it, and m no \'yay 
is society better offby forcing children to grow up in daycare, 


or bouncing them from babysitter to babysitter,j~i so their mother 
can pursue her career. 


This may seem like another archaic line of thought, but you 
might be surprised to find out tllat no less than three out of four 
Americans, according to a Packard Foundation study, believe that 
women with young children should be at home with their kids. 
Further studies have shown the detrimental effects of parents 
ditching therr kids in daycare for work. A Canadian study in the 
mid-1990s found that; "separation of young children from their 
parents has ncgative effects in their bonding, social and emotional 
development, behavior, and also influences their ability to learn. 
Young children suffer when they are not with their mothers; they 
are more likely to be aggressive. and more likely to have strained 
relationships later in life. Kids suffer by being stuck in daycare, 
and all for what? 


Now don't get me wrong. I understand that at times, leav
ing your kids at daycare in order to work is unavoidable, but 
that doesn't make it right or fair. This, howcver, is an altogether 
different problem. The problem I take issue with is the family, 
the mother in particular, who neglects her natural responsibility 
to her children in pursuit of a career. Think nobody in her right 
mmd would abandon a good career if she didn't have to? See 
Think about Karen Hughes. 


Karen Hughes was a former top advisor to Prestdent Bush 


THE INDEX 


before she left Washington to return her family to their home 
in Texas. Hughes watched her adolescent son struggle to 
adjust in Washington, before realizing her job was first and 
foremost as a mother, and secondly as Bush's advisor. Hughes 
chronicles her decision in her recent book, Ten Minutes From 
Normal, and explains how stepping down from one of the most 
inlportant and influential jobs in the world was just, well, the 
normal thing to do. 


Karen Hughes defies the 21 st century feminist notion that 
women should not be relegated to hOtISC worlanerely raising 
children, and whoever suffers as a result of this can just deal. 
The feminist idea that the housewife's position is just a ploy 
by men to denigrate women and affirm male superiority is 
ridiculous. There is not a more honorable or important job in 
this world than raising children. but sometime in recent history, 
society decided that the role of the housewife was an infenor 
or substandard occupation. This perception is wrong at best, 
and dangerous at worst. 


President Bush said it best when he told Karen Hughes 
after her decision, " ... ifyou're a mom or a dad, yoW" most 
important responsibility in life is to be a good mom or dad:' 
There is plenty of time in life to work and chase a career. but 
your kids are only young once, and neglecting them when tlley 
need you the most is inexcusable. 
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Between the lines: Michigan Civil Rights Initiative 


MCRI essential 
Gregory LaVoy 


Opinion Writer 


"The state shall not discriminate 
against, or grant preferential treatment 
to, any individual or group on the basis 
of race, sex, color, ethnicity, or national 
origin in the operation of public employ
ment, public education, or public con
tracting. " 


What's wrong with the previous 
sentence? It does not exist in Michigan's 
constitution--but despair not, because 
but it could. If the non-partisan coali
tion of organizations and individuals 
(like Ward Connerly) are able to place 
the Michigan Civil Rights Initiative 
(MCRI) on the ballot this November, 
voters will most likely approve it and 
advance the cause of social justice 
in Michigan. The proposal-which 
would disallow public institutions from 
granting preferential treatment because 
an individual has some physical char
acteristic not possessed by Caucasian 
men-serves as a respectable piece of 
civil rights legislation. 


Critics of the MCR! argue that the 
Supreme Court adequately decided the 
issue in its landmark decision Gruffer v. 
Bollinger. The Court stated that a "com
pelling governmental interest" exists in 
allowing discriminatory practices for 
the sake of diversity; consequently, the 
Court brazenly ignored the Constitu
tion's Equal Protection Clause. Beyond 
this, though, the Court allows individual 
states to decide whether or not they 
should permit racial affirmative action. 
The MCR! enters the picture as a method 
by which the people of Michigan (in the 
most democratic of processes) can make 
the determination of whether a skin-deep 
idea of diversity is a standard worthy of 
institutional support. 


Additionally, the fundamental basis 
for the Court's decision exposes an inber
entflaw: the Court blindly accepts racial 
diversity as the most admirable of goals. 
This self-defeating acceptance focuses 
solely on the racial aspect and ignores 
other means of achieving a well-rounded 
approach to education. 


For instance, it would be necessary at 
a law school to discuss different perspec
tives pertaining to a legal concept; does the 
presence of both black and white students 
necessarily prove that diverse viewPoints 
will emerge? What ifboth are upper class? 
Wouldn't it be equally important to exam
ine the different political implications of that 
law? I would be shocked if, in the interest of 
promoting intellectual diversity, any school 
ever offered affirmative action for conserva
tives-a notable minority in institutions of 
higher education. 


The problem with race-based affrr
rnative action is that it does not take into 
account the reality that poverty, bad schools, 
and lack of opportunity transcends race. 
Instead of equalizing the social playing field 
for minorities, studies have in fact shown 
that the biggest beneficiaries of affirmative 
action are white women. Further, a recent 
study by The New York Times found that the 
University of Michigan (in all of its racial 
preference glory) and many other presti
gious universities have more students from 
families making more than $200,000 than 
below the national averageof$S3,OOO. This 
current system creates elitist institutions that 
are enclaves for the wealthy and do little but 
make these schools appear sympathetic to 
minority issues. 


It would be hurtful to insist that racism 
or any other number of prejudices and dis
parities do not exist, but the government 
should not attempt to institutionally "fix" 
these problems by supporting policies that 
amount to reverse discrimination. Contrary 
to widespread misconception, the MCR! 
would not outright ban affirmative action; 
rather, it would ban the use of iniquitous 
racial preferences. The result of such a 
ban would probably be the implementation 
and increased use of programs that could 
actually help combat socio-economic and 
educational disparities. 


To quote the ever-admirable Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., it is my hope that Ameri
cans will truly "one day live in a nation 
where they will not be judged by the color 
of their skin, but by the content of their char
acter." The MCR! serves as legislation that 
would contribute to progress in this area, and 
its passage is therefore demanded. 


MCRI unjustified 
Eli Savit 
News Editor 


The Michigan Civil Ri ghts Ini
tiative (MCRI) is a phi losophically 
convolu ted document tha t wi ll have 
absolutely no effect on hiring or college 
admissions practices in Michigan. 


It should be bore in mind that the 
Supreme Court has already had its say 
on the subject of affirmative action. 
Last June, the Supreme Court ruled that 
the University of Michigan's old under
graduate admissions policy, which gave 
points to minority applicants merely by 
virtue of their race, was unconstitu
tional. The Court said that race could 
be considered in admissions, but only 
in a more holistic sense that would see 
an applicant's racial background as just 
one part of his or her unique worldview 
and experiences. 


A diverse assortment of world
views can be a boon for any institution 
of higher learning or place of public 
employment. But it is fallacious to 
believe that every African American 
individual has had the same experi
ences because of his/her race. The 
University of Michigan responded 
to the Court's decision by scrapping 
the points system and instead making 
applicants answer essay questions like 
"Recall a situation in which diversity 
(or a lack thereof) has made an impres
sion on you." 


The MCRI states that no public 
institution should "discriminate 
against," or grant "preferential treat
ment to" any individual on the basis 
of race, sex, color, ethnicity, etc. But 
if the Supreme Court's ruling is taken 
at face value, discrimination or prefer
ential treatment merely because of race 
is already unconstitutional. Remem
ber, race per se cannot be a factor in 
admissions or hiring practices unless 
it is part of a multifaceted approach to 
the individual as a whole. At Michigan, 
for example, applicants are (ostensibly) 
given p referential treatment not just 
because of their race. Rather, they are 
given preferential treatment because of 


their ability to express their experi
ences in diversity. Race may playa 
part in these experiences, of course, 
but race per se is not why prefer
ential treatment is given. 


It is, of course, far from cer
tain as to whether U o f M a nd 
other institutions are act ing in 
good faith and considering race 
only in the holistic sense. It may 
very well be that the Univers ity is 
using these essay questions in an 
effort to get students to divulge 
their race, and that preferential 
treatment is still given to any 
minority. Even if th is is the case, 
however, the MCR! does nothing to 
address the problem, because such 
policies were already made illegal 
in the aftermath of June's Supreme 
Court decision. 


Either way, the MCRI would 
add nothing substantial to the law. 
If the bill's sponsors believe that 
"discrimination" is still occur
ring in public institutions simply 
because of race, they should find 
evidence and challenge these poli
cies in a court of law. If, on the 
other hand, such discrimination is 
not occurring, then the bill would 
(redundantly) make illegal a non
existent practice. 


The MCR! cannot even claim 
to be a principled document calling 
for the enshrinement of an absolute 
meritocracy in Michigan. It allows 
for "bona fide qualifications based 
on sex" that are "necessary to the 
normal operation" of public institu
tions. Such a provision means that 
the MCRI would hypocritically 
allow "discriminatory preferential 
treatment" to be given to females 
in areas where they are underrep
resented. 


Politically, the MCRI is not 
a bad maneuver; it brings to the 
forefront issues of extreme sen
sitivity-- issues that, in the past, 
have proven to be racially divisive. 
Inexcusably, it does so for no sound 
legal or philosophical reason. 
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The Files 
Written by 


Anna Maxbauer 


~ 


In for the long haul: tantric sex 
Lots of people take pride in how long 


they can last in bed. Whether you measure 
endurance in minutes, hours, or consecutive 
orgasms, chances are that you've wondered 
how to extend your carnal prowess. Con
trary to common belief, tantric sex isn't 
meant to be understood in the "I can go for 
eight hours" sense popularized by so-called 
gurus like Sting. Tantra is really about 
giving physical ability a spiritual dimension 
by focusing on the body's sexual functions 
and manipulating them for maximum plea
sure in the context of a shared connection 
with another person. 


The bottom line in tantra seems to 
have an emphasis on the sensory side of 
sex - what you feel, hear, taste, smell. To 
heighten the experience, this should apply 


ing sex comes naturally. 
A major technique for expanding your 


tantric talent is doing kegel exercises, which 
build strength in sex-related muscles. Like a 


previous install
ment of the Sex 


So how, you ask, does that work? 
When you can tell an orgasm is imminent, 
flex your pubic muscles, slow your breaths, 
and see if it has any effect on how quickly 
that happy feeling arrives. lfyou feel your
self hovering in the pre-orgasmic feeling 
longer than usual, that's a sign that you're 
on the right track. 


to both you 
and your part
ner. Figure 
out what ener
gies you have 
going on at 
the same time, 
and focus on 
how each of 
those ener
gies can 
be brought in 
sync. In order 
to see sex as 
spiritual, you 
have to rec
ognize it as 
an experience 


The bottom line in tantra 
seems to be emphasis ofthe sen
sory side of sex - what you feel, 
hear, taste, smell ... Figure out 
what energies you have going 
on at the same time, and focus 
on how each of those energies 
can be brought in sync. 


-- Anna Maxbauer 


Files explained, 
strong kegel 
muscles help 
you control 
how and when 
you orgasm as 
well as how 
long the ecstasy 
lasts. Basically, 
kegel flexing 
comes in handy 
by allowing you 
to linger on the 
very edge of 
climax without 
actually giving 


Though you can hone your tantric skill 
solo, the experience is meant to be shared. 
A lot of tantra is about paying attention to 
your partner and his/her experience. For 
example, one authority explained, the first 
order of business in a tantric experience is 
to get the woman completely aroused and 
ready for pleasure (lesbians, you can clearly 
get creative with this). 


Tantra is located somewhere at the 
intersection of Hindu, Tao, and Buddhist 
philosophies and involves seeking a holistic 
spiritual approach to sex, which is embraced 
as a fundamentally important experience 
of being human. The idea is that sex can 
reach its full potential only when the self is 
liberated from the web of personaUsociaU 
cultural boundaries that keep us from really 
expressing and experiencing true ecstasy. 
Tantric styles are something to be learned, 
practiced, and mastered, just like any other 
serious art. 


that requires profound sensory perception 
and especially an acute awareness of being, 
all of which is shared with your lover. Once 
you can nail the spiritual side of sex and 
how to govern those energies, making last-


in to the full release. Deep and focused 
breathing helps toward this end as well 
by aligning your body in a sexual rhythm. 
There are also a variety of positions to check 
out (many of which are online). 


An army of web sites, books, and 
videos are available for people 100klOg to 
go deeper into tantric study. Explore tantra 
with your partner and figure out what will 
help you both feel more of your physical 
relationship. Even if you're not keen on 
keeping sex at the spiritual tip, learning 
about just the physical aspects of tantra 
may help you get a lot more out of your 
sexual experiences. 


Joel Americans deceived 
continued from page 4 


that no doubt barely affect them. "Joe Moderate" is a 
religious man, and when he hears about all those people 
having abortions and all those gay couples getting married, 
it worries him. There is nothing wrong with that; the great 
thing about this country is that Joe is entitled to that thought. 
But what is wrong is that Joe will most likely vote for a 
Republican because of these issues, not taking into account 
that as a lower-middle class American, he is the one who 
suffers with Republican adjustments to the economy. And 
should we really be surprised? 


In 2001, while on his month long vacation from life, 
George W. Bush was warned about bijackings and terrorist 
attacks by AI Qaeda. Bush went on TV, and like an unapolo
getic deer-in-headlights, said we had a few "tough weeks" 
in lraq- tough weeks meaning the most deadly month since 


the start of this war, leaving nearly one hundred U.S. soldiers 
dead. Things have gotten so bad, and the U.S. army is spread 
so thin, there are Congressmen seriously discussing making 
military service mandatory--aka the draft, people. This should 
be the Democratic Party's golden moment. We should stick 
it to Dubya, Condi, and Rummy with all we've got. There 
are over 600 American soldiers dead in a war that supposedly 
ended months ago, and they are still dying, all for weapons 
of mass destruction that never showed up, all for an event we 
could have been more prepared for. 


But John Kerry refuses to discuss this. His stump speech 
has remained relatively unchanged since he became the nomi
nee. He ta1ks about education and jobs, but average "Joe Amer
ican" is too distracted by images put out by Bush's reelection 
commission that say Kerry wanted to tax gas and make it even 
more expensive than it already is. It is as if Democrats have 
suddenly forgotten how to do this. We're fighting the wrong 


battles and doing it for the wrong reasons. 
Need a more personal example? Just look at our 


campus. The College Republicans have been out in force in 
their spanky new tee shirts these past few weeks, but where 
are the College Democrats? They are having meetings and 
talking about how maybe they should get tee shirts too. 
Please. This college used to be liberal, and my guess is it 
still is to a certain extent. Just because the Republicans are 
louder doesn't mean you should just shut up and do noth
ing. Even Republicans on campus want to do something to 
have a more active Democratic voice. I think the way one 
put it was that it's like watching someone kicking a helpless 
cripple while they are down. 


So what's the moral? Do something. Stop sitting there 
and thinking about what a great idea the Republicans had. 
Think outside the box. Fight back, because you can't ignore 
someone who shows up to the battle. 
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Inflated: National grades and the trend at 'K' 
Eli Savit 


News Editor 


Did you make the Dean's List last quarter? 
If so, be proud- but perhaps not too proud. 
During the 2004 winter quarter, 318 ''K'' students 
achieved the 3.66 GPA benchmark that allows 
students to be placed on the Dean's List. This 
number represents roughly a third of Kalamazoo 
College's on-campus student population. 


The crowded Dean's List here at ''K'' is 
merely one symptom of an ongoing trend in 
higher education: Since at least the 1960s, the 
average grades received by American college 
and university students have been rising steadily. 
A comprehensive survey of 4,900 undergraduate 
institutions showed that only seven percent of all 
grades nationwide were an A-or better in 1967. 
By 1993, that number had risen to 26 percent. 
The same swvey showed a substantial decline in 
grades at C-level or below. Twenty-five percent 
of grades nationwide were Cs or worse in 1967; 
in 1993, the number had fallen to nine percent. 


Such "grade inflation"- as the phenomenon 
of rising grades is commonly called-has been 
most pronounced at America's top institutions. 
A Princeton University study showed that As 
currently make up between 45 and 55 percent 
of the undergraduate grades given out at a group 
of eleven elite schools comprised of Stanford, 
MIT, the University of Chicago, and the eight Ivy 
League institutions. For most of these schools, 
the prevalence of As is a relatively new phenom
enon. At Harvard, for example, 46 percent of 
undergraduate grades are now in the A range, 
compared with only 22 percent in 1967. 


Grade inflation at Kalamazoo College is not 
quite as pronounced as it is in the Ivies. Never
theless, a 2002 report by Kalamazoo College's 
Aqldemic Standards Committee found that the 
distribution of grades at ''K'' has roughly mir
rored national trends. The report notes that the 
average nationwide grade point average (GPA) 
rose from a C + to a B since the 1960s; by 2002, 
the mean/median GPA at K College had risen 
to a 3.2 (BIB+). The Kalamawo College report 
also claims that all but 10 percent of grades given 
out nationwide are either As or Bs and notes that 
"'K' College's profile appears similar." 


''There's no question that grades have gone 
from Cs to As," said John Wickstrom, chairman 
of the Kalamazoo College Academic Standards 
Committee. "Why this has happened is an enor-
mous controversy." 


"Our faculty is very divided on that issue. 
Some say that grades go up for bad reasons." 
For example, Wickstrom said, some faculty 
mernbers feel that there is a tendency to give 
students higher grades because professors might 
fear retnbution from students in the course evalu-
ations. 


"But some faculty will argue that if they 
give students a tough assignment and they do 
it well, they'll get an A," Wickstrom continued. 
"We have students coming in with 1400 board 
scores- [students who can] write a perfectly 
good paper. [Some professors say] that they're 
just not going to give a C to those students." 


Although the 2002 Kalamazoo College 
report found ample evidence of grade inflation 
at ''1<,'' it cited precisely this lack of unanim
ity in its recommendation. The report reads, 
"Since there is no agreement either within 
the college faculty or in the academic com
munity in general on whether upward trends 
in grading constitutes a problem that should 
be addressed ... RECOMMEND THAT NO 
ACTION BE TAKEN AT PRESENT TIME" 
(capitals used in original). 


Something resembling a consensus on the 
issue may be starting to form, however, at least 
among administrators atAmerica's elite schools. 
Last year, Harvard imposed more restrictive 
standards on the number of students who could 
graduate with honors after nearly 90 percent of 
one graduating class received an honors diploma. 
And earlier this month, Princeton University 
Dean Nancy Weiss Malkiel unveiled a proposal 
that would require professors to give no more 
than 35 percent of their students As. (Forty six 
percent of grades at Princeton are currently A
level or better). 


Malkiel's proposal will be voted on by 
the entire Princeton faculty later this month. 
Many professors at Princeton have gone on the 
record predicting a contentious fight over the 
University's attempt to impose more restrictive 
grading practices. At the heart of the issue is the 
fact that different professors may have different 
conceptions of what grades should mean. 


Wickstrom sees similar philosophical 
differences among professors at Kalamazoo 
College. ''I'm aware that there's a great deal 
of discrepancy in the faculty about what an A 
means," said Wickstrom. ''What I'd like to see 
is the faculty getting together and agreeing what 


A · " an IS. 


Wickstrom believes that building a consen
sus at the College as to the meaning of grades is 
a necessary prerequisite to the implementation of 
any policy dealing with grade inflation. The next 
time the topic will be officially broached will be 
at a working "Teach Lunch" next fall where fac
ulty will meet to discuss issues relating to grade 
inflation. Even if the faculty could agree on a 
direction, Wickstrom said that Kalamazoo Col
lege would be hard-pressed to make any changes 
to its grading practices of its own volition. 


''We'll certainly have more discussions on 
the issues, and these discussions will certainly 
be influenced by the decisions that places like 
Harvard and Princeton make," said Wickstrom, 


noting the Ivy League's role as a trendsetter in the"easiest"graders,hedidsaythatprofessorsin 
higher education. "[But] this is a problem that the natural sciences, as a whole, gave out fewer 
hastobesolvedbythewholeacademiccommu- As than professors in the social sciences and 
nity in the country." It; for example, Kalamazoo humanities. Kalamazoo mirrors national trends 
were to unilaterally cap the percentage of stu- here in this regard as well- grade inflation is more 
dents who could receive As, Wickstrom said, it pronounced in the humanities than the natural sci
would place ''K'' graduates at a disadvantage in ences nationwide. At Kalamazoo College, how
the grad school admissions process. ever, Wickstrom emphasized that grade inflation 


Indeed, one of the major issues regarding was an across-the-board phenomenon. 
grade inflation is a concern that the overabun- Salam Salman is a junior chemistry major at 
dance of high undergraduate GPAs may be ''K'' who has taken several non-science classes. 
making it difficult for graduate school admis- Salman said that his experiences have led him to 
sions officers to adequately assess candidates believe that grade inflation is less prevalent in the 
for admission. But Dr. Dan Remick, the natural sciences. ''It's easier to get good grades 
assistant dean of admissions at the University in the social sciences," said Salman. ''For the 
of Michigan's medical school, insists that this amount of effort that it takes to receive a B in a 
is not the case. science class, I could easily receive an A in any 


"Grades are still critically important in medi- other class." (Salman did note that he had only 
cal school admissions decisions, but they are not taken one upper-level social science course). 
the only factor," said Remick. ''The Medical Col- Whether grade inflation can be expected to 
lege Admissions Test (MCAl) equalizes grading. continue if left unchecked is an open question. 
[Our] philosophy is of doing an evaluation of the Although the 1970s and 80s saw a sustained and 
total applicant, and not just a single GPA." substantial rise in the number of As granted to 


At a U-M medical schoo~ however, grade undergraduates, many nationwide studies show 
inflation does seem to have raised the nominal grade inflation leveling off during the 1990s. 
bar for admission. Since 1992, the overall GPA The 2002 Kalamazoo College report showed a 
of both medical school applicants and matricu- similar phenomenon here at "K." An analysis by 
Iates has risen steadily. The average applicant professors Paul Sotherland and Eric Nordmoe 
in 1992 had an undergraduate GPA of 3.24; in concluded that from 1992-2000, there was no 
2002, it was 3.46. Correspondingly, the average "statistically significant" increase in the "K" 
matriculate in 1992 had a 3.45 GPA. By 2002, College GPA. 
however, the average accepted student possessed Even if grade inflation is leveling off, how-
a 3.61 undergraduate GPA. ever, it may merely signal thlit the phenomenon 


Remick has reached its natural 
did note that limits. A report by the 
"different American Academy 
colleges are It's easier to get good of Arts and Sciences 
more aca- d· th . I· notes that grade 
demically gra es In e socia SCI- inflation, unlike 


challenging ences. For the amount monetary inflation, 


than others," of effort that it takes to has a natural ceiling 
implying past which it cannot 
that the receive a B in a science climb, given that the 


admissions class, I could easily receive highestpossiblegrade 
committee any student can ever 
considers an A in any other class. receive is an A. The 
grades from report concludes that 
v a rio u s grade inflation has -- Salam Salman, K'05 
s c h 0 0 I s reached its pea!;: and 
differently. has thus fostded an 
(He did not academic culture 
respond to an e-mailed query as to the compara- in which it is nearly impossible to distinguisb 
tive weight of a Kalamazoo College grade). which students are truly exceptional and which 


Indeed, Remick said, ''Even within schools are simply mediocre. 
different course loads will be more challenging. Whatever the ultimate meaning of grade 
All of [this is] taken into consideration when inflation in higher education, it should be noted 
making an admission decision." that the phenomenon is in no way limited to the 


Wickstrom said that different departments at university ranks: An article published in Sunday's 
Kalamazoo College do tend to give out different TheNew YorkTrmesreported that a whopping 44 
proportions of As, Bs, and so on. Although he percent of high school students now maintain an 
declined to comment on which departments were A average. 


J 







_8 _________ SPO~TS------T-H-E1N-D-~ 
Men's tennis takes first, women's tennis third 


- photo courtesy of www.k:roo.edulsports 


Junior co-captain Michael Malvitt won the 
tournament championship at one singles and 
was named league MVP over the weekend. 


Colin Baumgartner 
Sports Editor 


Men's Tennis 


Ho-hum. Another year, another 
MIAA title for the Men's Tennis team 
after their commanding performance over 
the weekend made it 66 In a row. Only 
a World War in the mid-1940s has inter
rupted a streak that dates back to 1936. 


Including the two-day tournament, 
the Hornets lost just two matches out 
of 63 in MIAA play this year. Perhaps 
even more impressive, the team lost a 
combined three sets over the course of 
18 matches during the tournament. 


The team was led on its run by juniors 
Michael Malvitz and Matt Harding, co
captains along with senior George Lowe. 
Malvitz, Harding, and sophomore Julian 
See1an were named to the conference 


HOUSE FOR RENT AT 426 ELDRED STREET. 
6 Bedroom, 2 full bathroom, hardwood floors, paved parking. 


Located 50 steps from K-College Hicks Center. 
Across street from Jimmy Johns sub shop. 


Rental Rate is $1,800 per month, thats only $300 each per 
month. Full year lease available starting Aug. 2004-2005. 


for more info contact Mike K. at 349-9499 or email 
KIEWIETGROUPINC@AOL.COM 


House for Rent 
219 Ingleside, Kalamazoo 


5 bedrooms, living room, formal dining room, sunroom, 
kitchen with nook 


(tables + chairs), computer room, full basement, 
washer & dryer, refrigerator & stove 


More info contact Judy at 269-651-4775 


New 6 Bedroom 4 Bathroom Townhouse for Rent: 
Located Directly across the street from the Firehouse Bar. 


New fridge, New stove, New dishwasher, New washer and dryer. 
New wall to wall carpeting and Central Air. 


Rental Rate is $2,220 per month. That is $370 per month each. 
Avail now, or in Aug 2004 thru July 2005. 


For more info contact Mike K. at 269-349-9499, or email 
KIEWIETGROUPINC@AOL.COM 


first team after the tournament. Fresh
man Alec Kempster made the all-MIAA 
second team. Malvitz was also named the 
conference's Most Valuable Player. 


Coach Timon Corwin noted that the 
play of his top two juniors has given the 
team stability this season. "The rest of the 
guys really look to those two." 


However, the coach was quick to put 
the emphasis on the team aspect, not just 
its leaders. "It's really been a team effort. 
We've had different guys step up in dif
ferent matches." 


Two of the guys that looked forward 
to "stepping up" in the tournament were 
Malvitz and Seelan, who formed the 
team's number one doubles combo. The 
two lost a close match to Hope just a week 
before the tournament and Corwin said 
they were looking forward to a rematch. 
The rematch quickly turned into a rout 
as Malvitz/Seelan won in straight sets, 
6-2 and 6-2. 


The Malvitz/Seelan loss at Hope was 
the only blip on the team's radar over 
regular season MIAA play. But the 8-1 
victory at Hope was still much impres
sive, considering it was Hope that broke 
the Hornet's record of 241 straight league 
victories last year. Corwin downplayed 
the win. "It didn't surprise me, but I don't 
think we really thought about revenge. 
We didn't want to put too much emphasis 
on dual matches," he said. 


The day of the Hope match, the team 
also played at Tri-State. With Tri-State 
entering the MlAA next season all of the 
teams in the conference were required to 
play them this year. The team had to play 
on the same day as the Hope match as 
a result of scheduling conflicts. "It was 
nice because it gave our second eight 
some time," the coach said referring to 
the split-squad technique that he used. 
The second team beat Tri-State 8-1 as 
well. 


Corwin noted that the team's goals 
for the 2004 season included winning 
the GLCA tournament (which they 
accomplished in early April), winning 
their own league (which they did in 
commanding fashion), and have a strong 
showing at their regional (this weekend in 
Kalamazoo). With two of their three goals 
accomplished, and a 16-8 record in regu
lar season play the Hornets are, as coach 
Corwin put it, "well on their way." 


Next up is the first round of regional 
play, at home against Kenyon College 
(15-3) at 10:30 on Saturday. The winner 


will play the survivor of the DePauw 
University/Washington University (St. 
Louis) on Sunday. The Hornets beat 
DePauw earlier in the season and did not 
play the other two teams. The winner will 
advance to the NCAA III Tournament at 
Bates College. 


Women's Tennis 


The Hornet's went to Albion last 
weekend in fourth place and came back 
in a tie for third. A strong third place finish 
in the conference tournament explained 
the movement in the standings. 


The weekend was highlighted by 
championship victories from Kristin Hirth 
at six singles, Meaghan Clark and Kara 
Hoorn at one doubles, and Marci Messen
ger and Laura Spencer at three doubles. 


Clark was later named to the all-con
ference first team and Hoorn was named to 
the second team. The duo finished second 
and third at one singles and two singles, 
respectively. 


The team finished the season at 10-13 
overall and 4-3 in the conference. Saint 
Mary's edged out Albion in the tournament 
(79.5 to 78.5) and took top honors in the 
conference as a result. Kalamazoo finished 
with 69.5 points in the tournament and tied 
with Calvin for the third spot overall. 


Clark, Hoorn, and Hirth were the 
team's captains. Only Clark, a junior, 
will be back on Alison Frye's squad next 
year. 


-- photo courtesy of www.k:roo.edulsports 


Meaghan Oark was the Hornet's lone repre
sentative on the All-MIAA team. Her doubles 
partner, Kara Hoom, made the second team. 












BRIEFS 
Students Present 


at Symposium 
Four biology majors 
represented the College 
at the Pew Midstates 
Science and Mathemat
ics Consortium's 2004 
Undergraduate Research 
Symposium in the Bio
logical Sciences and Psy
chology. The students 
were Diane DeZwann, 
Jacob Januszewski, 
Stephanie Rashewsky 
and Rebecca Tonietto. 


Next Week 
Due to the Thanksgiv
ing holiday, the Index 
will not publish an issue 
next week. But return 
to us 10·h week for a 
12-page issue that will 
feature the triumphant 
return of the Windex. 


INSIDE 
Squirrels, beer, ect. 


Meet Anita New
Library (page 3), 
discover Kraftbrau 
(5), get your sexual 
horoscope (6), hear 
an opinion from 'K' 
abroad (7), and more. 


Threepenny: Caberet Catwalks into Balch 
Nathalie Lawrence 


STAFF WRITER 


"You'll have to excuse Mack, he's got a sore 
throat, so he won't be talking as loudly as usual," 
several of those involved in The Threepenny 
Opera explained throughout the dress rehearsal 
of the play. Macheath, the schmoozer, cheater, 
gang leader, arson, thief, rapist, and pimp had a 
bit of a sore throat-a little cough. 


coronation in London. However, in Director of 
Theatre, Ed Menta's production of the show, 
the story takes place in Washington, D.C. on the 
eve ofJohn F. Kennedy's inauguration in 1961. 


Rashid, '06, (who has an uncanny resemblance 
to Jackie 0.) has married Mac and he is none too 
happy about it. 


"Everyone has a price, it's about selling 


Techies clad in black with headsets encir
cling their ears scurried and dashed across the 
thrust stage, making last minute adjustments. 
The head of a streetlamp was artistically hang
ing from the ceiling and the simple, but effective 
set acted as an excellent setting for the story to 
unfold upon. Spotlights were focused, the band 
gathered on stage and the houselights died. A 
young Bob Dylan look-alike on guitar, played 
by Chris Froseth, '07, entered from the back of 
the theatre and ambled down the steps, singing 
"Prologue: The Ballad of Mack the Knife," and 
introducing Bertolt Brecht and Kurt Weill's The 
Threepenny Opera. 


out," Elizabeth Wakefield, 
'08, playing the part of a 
beggar said. "If your base 
needs aren't met, then no 
one is going to live by good 
morals. Psychoanalytically, 
it shows the Id of everyone. 
It's about oppression, desire, 
and sex." 


The production, a 
unique collaboration with 
the Theatre, Music, German, 
and Art departments gives 
the playa unique and inti
mate interpretation. 


The play, a cynical social and political 
commentary, was written in 1928. Originally, 
it took place the day before Queen Elisabeth's 


The play depicts 
the story of Mac, 
performed by 
Matt Cameron, 
'05, and how 
he slithers out 
of trouble by 
using society's 
loopholes, 
much to the 
chagrin of Mr. 
Peachurn. Tim
othy Krause, 
'05, as Peachurn 
is the town 
entrepreneur, 
beggar owner, 
and ruler of 
the underworld 
in general. His 
daughter, Polly, 
played by 
Zoe Marshall-


Chris Forseth, K'07, plays "The Ballad 
of Mack the Knife" in Monday's dress 
rehearsal of The Threepenny Opera. 


"It's always a chal
lenge to work on a Brecht 
play because the political 
and social themes are very 
important, but it also has to 
be entertaining and comic 
and hopefully we can 


See Balch on page 4. 


Bitter diatribes, open nllnds 
Philosopher s Stomping Ground speaks out 


Erika Jost 
COpy EDITOR 


At the Student Organiza
tion fair this year, Lynn Brewer, 
Caitlen Frank and Sarah Beth 
Gale-Barbantini, all K'07, donned 
their Groucho Marx glasses and 
shouted at the incoming herd of 
freshmen: 


"We have boobs! Come join 
our Student Organization!" 


Apparently it worked. 
"POWER was right across 


from us, and I don't think they 
appreciated that very much," 
laughed Gale-Barbantini, co
leader of the Philosopher's 
Stomping Ground (PSG) along 
with Brewer and Frank. "But we 


did get over 40 people to sign 
up." 


Since last year, PSG has been 
ruffling feathers and "making the 
world a better place" one hour a 
week at a time, said Gale-Bar
bantini. 


"A lot of people felt dissatis
fied with the political polarization 
on this campus," she said. "The 
right doesn't give a shit about 
what the left is saying and the left 
doesn't give a shit about what the 
right is saying. Our purpose is to 
have people see less black and 
white and more shades of gray." 


The concept was initiated last 
fall by four of Gale-Barbantini's 
"intellectual crushes," Chris-


See Diatribe on page 6. 


Football correction 
A story in last week's issue ("Football team hit hard by 


suspensions to many freshmen") merits the following cor
rections: 


Dean Vaughn Maatman was falsely identified as handing 
down the suspensions to the players. The suspensions were 
actually handed down by the coaching staff and the athletic 
department. Maatman was involved simply to help gather the 
information and the athletic department thanks him for his 
assistance. 


In addition, 14 players were identified as being suspended 
as opposed to the correct number of l3. Those players, aside 
from the two responsible for the incident, were suspended 
for one game and returned to the lineup this past weekend at 
Tri State. 


The Index regrets the errors. 


See page 3 for a story covering 
the resignation of football coach Van Nickert. 


Also, see page 8 for other current sports stories. 







N THE 
KATE'S PEOPLE 


Name: Kate Nestor. 
Birthday: FebfUal)' 16, 1985. 
Hometown: Traverse City, MI. 
Year: Sophomore. 
Dorm: Trowbridge. 
Studies: Major in HDSR., minor in 
art, concentration in public policy and 
wban affairs. 
Gasses: Developmental Psychology, 
Urban Sociology and Swahili 101. 
Activities: StuCom, KCrew, Habi
tat for Humanity, LandSea Leader, 
Career Counselor in the CDC and 


volunteers downtown at the First Presbyterian Health Clinic. 


Favorites: 


Rice Kitchen entree: Mixed vegetables with chicken and a side of 
white rice. I also add the sallce from the dumplings. 


Sodexo entree: Granola with raisins, banana and a touch of 
peanut butter. 


Smell: The morning, outside, kinda crisp and fresh. I also love 
men's Aqua Reef deoderant 


Texture: Water, slippery, silky-smooth things. 
Font: Lucinda Console. 


Childhood toy: My swingset. because I could fiy in it like an 
airplane, pretend I was going places. 


Professor: Karen Boatwright. psychology. 
'K' class (so fur): Kim Cumming's Urban Sociology. 
Campus spot: The white bench on the upper quad because I can 


sit there at night and look at the stars, pretend I'm in the forest. 
Song: "Instant Pleasure" Rufus Wainwright Such a sexy voice. 
Quote: "If you can laugh at yourself; you'll have a lifetime of 


chuckling" -Unknown. 


What is your current AIM icon? Unknown. 
If you were an animal cracker, what would you be and 
why? I've always liked the elephants, but there's no real 
reason why I'd be an elephant. I think I associate elephants 
with adventure, and that appeals to me. 
List three adjectives your friends would use to describe 
you: Silly, motivated and busy. 
List three adjectives you would use to describe yourself: 
Ambitious, colorful and shy at heart. 
What are your passions? Nature, physical fitness, laughing, 
art, living in the moment. 


What inspires you? People. Conversations with people. 
My dad. Walking by myself and looking at the world around 
me. 


What is the best thing you bave learned at 'K' outside of 
class? Communication skills, mostly from LandSea. Also, 
developing a core group of friends on campus who I love. 
If you could change one tbing about tbe world, wbat would 
it be? I wish we could fly, that people had the power to fly. 
Also, I wish people could just relax, really enjoy their day. 


-Kate Boehn~ K'07. 


UAD The Index 


A word from the president 
My fellow students-


I hope that the quarter is treat
ing all of you well. Please allow me 
to take some of your time to update 
you about what your Student Com
mission has been doing recently. 


First of all, I am happy to report 
that our polling web page is now up 
and running. Each week Student 
Commission and the Index will poll 
the student body on a question or 
idea that we think is important to 
student life on campus. The follow
ing week we will post the results 
of the student poll in the Index, 
along with any student comments 
we may have received on the topic 
as well as next week's topic ques
tion. Through this manner, we hope 
to be able to show to the College 
what topics students feel strongly 
about and also ideas on what can 
be done to improve areas which we 
feel are currently lacking in student 
support. In addition, every three to 
four weeks we plan on holding a 
town hall meeting where we invite 
Administration/Faculty/Support 
Staff members to talk to the student 
body about the issues that our poll
ing shows we feel strongly about. 
It is our hope that from these meet
ings we can find a middle ground on 


Here's a look at campus 
events in the week ahead : 


TODAY 2 p.m., Recital Hall 
- Violinist Dimitri Berlin
sky will lead a master class. 
Berlinsky will also perform 
on Friday night as a soloist 
with the Kalamazoo Sym
phony Orchestra. 


4 p.m., Dewing 103 


(LAC) - Marc Silberman, 
from the University of 
Wisconsin, leads a discus
sion on the life of Bertolt 
Brecht, his concept of epic 
theatre and the major 
themes and historical 
reception of The Three 
Penny Opera entitled "Ber-


school policies that is more accom
modating to both ourselves and any 
other parties involved. 


The topics that we wiII be poll
ing you on have for the most part 
come from student input given to 
our Campus Commissioners as 
they have gone through the dorms 
on campus talking to students about 
their concerns over the past couple 
of weeks. From these talks with all 
of you, we had an interesting idea 
posed to us, which we would like to 
use as our first poll topic. The ques
tion we wish to pose to everyone is: 
If Sodexbo was to place the daily 
menu for the cafeteria online, would 
you utilize this resource before 
deciding whether or not to go to the' 
cafeteria to eat that day? In order 
to voice your opinion on this topic, 
you should see a new link when you 
access your email account entitled 
"Weekly Poll." Simply click on 
this link and login and vote. In the 
event that this link is not available 
by the time that this week's issue 
of the Index comes out, please go 
to http://www.campus.kzoo.edul 
poll to login and vote. Please let 
us know how you feel about this 
topic, so that we can take that 
information and show the people 


HAPPENINGS 
tolt Brecht's The Three Penny 
Opera." 


8 p.m., Batch Playhouse 
(LAC) - Festival Playhouse 
presents its production of The ' 
Three Penny Opera, by Bertolt 
Brecht and Kurt Weill. The 
show also runs on Friday and 
Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday 
at 2 p.m. Student admission is 
just ~1 on Thursday and ~5 for 
the remaining shows. 


FRIDAY 10:50 A.M., Stetson 
Chapel - The music depart
ment presents its "Fall Recital," 
featuring performances from 
selected students. 


8 p.m. - Three Penny 
Opera. 


that are responsible for the weekly 
topic how strongly the student body 
feels about the subject at hand. 


In addition to the weekly poll, 
Student Commission has been 
meeting recently with members of 
our administration, such as Interim 
President Pal chick and Dean Maat
man, to discuss what goals they 
have for the campus this year, in 
addition to what goals Student 
Commission has. We continue to 
work with the Student Organiza
tions on developing their web pages 
so that they will be completed by 
the end of Fall Quarter. Lastly, 
Student Commission is working 
with the Campus Life Committee 
to see if it would be possible to 
count sporting events as LACs, as 
a way to promote student involve
ment on campus and also school 
spirit. We will keep you informed 
of any further developments this 
quarter as they happen. Thank 
you for your time and good luck 
with midterms! Oh, and for all of 
you college football fans out there, 
GO BUCKEYES!!!! 


Faithfully Submitted, 
Austin Litvak 
StuComm President, 04-05. 


9 p.m . - Recital Hall 
- SAC presents" Bridget 
Jones' Diary." Free pop
corn and refreshments . 
Shown again on Saturday 
at 7 p.m. 


SATURDAY 8 p.m. - Three 
Penny Opera. 


SUNDAY 2 p.m . - Three 
Penny Opera. 


4 p.m. - Stetson Chapel 
(LAC) - The Kalamazoo Col
lege Chamber Choir gives a 
concert. 


THURSDAY Thanksgiving 
Holiday, no classes (Friday 
too) . 
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Anita NewLibrary? 'K' College does, goes squirrelly 


Nathalie lawrence 
STAFF WRITER 


Outside the library at Hicks Center, 
there is a maze of animal footprints cov
ering the ground. At the end of the trail, 


Anita Newlibrary sits on Dean of Libraries 
and Infonnations Services Lisa Palchick's 
desk with a green hard hat perched on her 
head. 


"We're a little squirrelly," said Pal
chick of the stuffed squirrel that has 


become a mascot for the 
construction of the library. 


To say the least. 
Dhera Strauss, Video 


Specialist, came up with 
the idea when she decided 
she wanted to document 
the construction of the new 
Upjohn Library. Rather 
than taking family-vaca
tionesque pictures, Strauss 
wanted to record the project 
in a different way. Thus the 
reason for the squirrel. 


courtesy Anita 1~~\"L"Jrd'V. 


for us about the project." 
In the film depicting Anita's adven


tures, she moves books, helps decide what 
carpet samples are most tasteful, and has 
dance parties with her friends, including 
the dancing gorilla, who can really bust a 
move to the Macarena. 


"I don't think they really could finish 
the construction if it wasn't for Anita. 


[Timely construction] doesn't happen 
very often and in fact. the only time I've 
ever heard it happen is when Anita's 
involved." 


However, there is more to this squirrel 
than her career-driven lifestyle. Her love 
interest, Don Squirreleon, a fellow stuffed 
squirrel, has an insatiable passion for her 
that has yet to be realized between the two 
of them. 


In the 
meantime, 
with Anita's 
guidance, 
the con- ~ 


toil on. 
"They're just trying to finish the 


exterior so that they can work inside this 
winter," said Pa1chick. "They have actually 
done a lot of interior work. They're putting 
up walls and they're putting in the plumb
ing and electrical wiring. They're coming 
along amazingly fast. 


"Construction-wise, it'll be completed 
in September, but we're going to need until 
January to move back in and get the library 
stacks in and the books and furniture back 
in. The roof should be [done] soon. They 


• will have that roof covered. They really are 
in pretty good shape." 


Although the beautiful fall weather also 
helped, credit is due to Anita Newlibrary, 
the upbeat, sweet little squirrel who is loved 
by all. 9specially Don Squirrel eon. 


Anita NewLibrary (pictured) is the mascot for the library 
rennovation project, footprints appearing all over campus. 


"It's become a morale 
booster," said Strauss. "At 
times it can be a little diffi
cult and she just adds a little 
levity to the whole project. 
It's become kind of an icon 


struction 
workers of Kalamazoo College 


Football coach Van Nickert resigns 
Eli Melaas 


SPORTS EDITOR 


After a long and frustrat
ing 1-9 inaugural season as the 
head varsity football coach at 
Kalamazoo College, Van Nick
ert has decided to step down. 
Although 


each game. They never gave up on 
the players or in the belicf in their 
system. Realistically, he knew wins 
were going to be hard to come by. He 
did the best he could with what he had 
to work with and never quit. ., 


Nickert assumed the head 
coaching role last February after 


in history. 
Unfortunately, faced 


with thc loss of several 
key offen.sive weapons 
to graduation and an 
Improved conference 
schedule, Nickert was 
never able to estab-


lish any 
Nickert has 
discharged 
his duties 
as coach, 
he will 
remain a 
staff assis
tant and 
acting head 
of the pro
gram until 
a search 


Vanisacker Named MIAA Defensive Player of the Year 
Leading NCAA Division III with 16 tackles per contest this fall, 
senior linebacker Jeremy Vanisacker has been selected by the 
MIAADefensive Player of they Year. Vanisacker, who became the 
third Hornet in the last six years to claim the award, also totaled 
14 tackles for lost yardage, one sack, a forced fumble and two 
fumble recoveries. The Lambertville, Michigan native was the 
conference's second leading tackler (126) despite missing the first 
two games due to injury, and finished his illustrious 'K' College 
career as the school's third all-time leader in tackles (312) 


momen
tum 
through
out this 
fall's cam-
paign. 


"I was 
not suc
cessful in 
a number 
of ways 


committee finds a replacement 
"Coach Nickert coached 


the team the only way he knows 
how to coach," said men's ath
letics director Tim Corwin. "He 
gave it his all. He and hiS staff 
put everything into preparing for 


Tim Rogers left to pursue other 
coaching opportunities. In the 21 
years prior, he served as an assistant 
coa,h and defensive coordinator for 
the Hornet's football team, while 
guiding some of the school's most 
highly regarded defensive squads 


regarding 
the football program," 
he explained. "The best 
thing for the program 
was for me to step down. 
I look forward to meeting 
great new kids and focus
ing on the future." . 


Presents 


THREEPENNY OPERA 
BY BERTOLT BRECHT & KURT WEILL 


Novem.ber 18-21, 2004 


"OH, THE SHARK HAS 
PRETTY TEETH DEAR." 


BOX OFFICE: 269-337-7333 


THURmAY DOllAR NIGHT T1CKH~ AT THc DOOR ONLY 







FEATURES The Index 


Marilyn Cake: behind the desk Balch/ Opens tonight 
Chelsea Phelps 
FEATURES EDITOR 


This week's profile is some
one who students will not meet in 
a classroom but plays an integral 
part in academic life here at K 
College. Marilyn Cake is the office 
coordinator for the Anthropology/ 
Sociology, Economics, History and 
Political Science departments. Ms. 
Cake, with her friendly demeanor, 
positive attitude and uncanny 
sense of humor works hard for 
the last five years and five months 
for her department and the students 
in it. So here is a closer look at the 
woman behind the desk. 


Pilates, walking and also 
gardening and reading. 


Q. What is the most 
important thing for you to 
accomplish? A. This may 
not be the most important 
thing for me to accomplish, 
but you would have to agree 
it would be some feat: I 
would like to win a slalom 
ski race in Colorado at the 
age of 7:3 plus. 


Continued from page 1. 


achieve that," Menta said. 
Although the rehearsal process has been grueling, the final 


product is expected to be very rewarding. 
"It's one of those things that you just have to acknowledge 


and move on," Paul Whitehouse, '08, as Hook-finger Jake. said 
in reference to the rather comedic dry humping scene involving 
Vann W.R. Lee (Money Matthew). '06, Charlie Nork (Wally the 
Weeper), '08, and Lenya Friesner (Roberta the Saw), '08. 


The student actors are very enthusiastic about the show and 
eager to see what the audience's reactions will be. Threepenny 
has been anticipated for some time now, since "K" doesn't 
have musicals 
very often. 


Q. How long have you been at K? 
A. 5-112 years and counting. 


Q. What hobbies and interests do 
you have outside ofK? A. I enjoy 
a variety of sports including golf, 
downhill and cross country skiing, 
ice skating, competitive sailing, 


Q. Who has inspired you 
the most? A. My mother. 
She was amazing. Not 
only was she a classy lady, 
she was brilliant, talented 
musically, loving, a woman 
of faith, and an inspiration 
to all. She also had a won
derful sense of humor. 


I 
Marilyn Cake works as the office coor
dinator in four Dewing departments. 


"I'm excited 
about people's 
take on the show. 
"K" people 
aren't used to 
this sort of thing. 
Right now, with 
the way things 
are, we need 
to reevaluate 
and think about 
what's going 
on," said Betsy 
King, '05, who 
has the role of 
Mrs. Peachum. 


Q. Is there one thing you live by 
or a philosophy you have about 
life? A. To show people that I care 


Class Starts January 12th 
Mondays and Wednesdays @ 6PM 


Kalamazoo Kaplan Center 
Space is Limited 


Reserve Your Seat Today!! 


Call or visit us online today to un rei I! 


'KJIn............. -.. _ ......... __ _ 


before I show them what I know. 
Also to follow the Golden Rule -
Do on to others as you would 
have them do on to you. 


Q. What is the best thing about 
your job? A. The interaction I 
have with the students. It keeps 
me young at heart! 


Q. What do you want your 
legacy to be? A. I want to be 
known as a woman of faith who 
brought hope and joy with a smile 
to those I meet during my journey 
through life. 


Q. What brought you to K? A. 
My car! Actually K College 
found me in the public school 
system. I'm still negotiating for 
a fully paid country club mem
bership. 


The show 
will open on 
Thursday. 
November 18 th 


with shows 
every night until 
the 21' at 8pm 


cou 


Several members of the Three
penny Opera cast rehearse. The 
show opens Thursday night at 8pm. 


with the exception of Sunday, which is at 2pm. On Thursday, 
all tickets are a dollar apiece, while regular adult and student 
rates are $12 and $8 respectively. The box office phone number 
is 269.337.7333 to reserve your tickets. So come to the show. 
See Emily Harpe, '08 as a very sexy man. Listen to songs that 
end with the word "shitpot!" All in all, The 17weepenny Opera 
has good music, good singing, and good whores for everyone. 


(RIME BEAT 
If you have information on any of these case please contact security (337-7321): 


There were no reported crimes this week. However, in regards to the upcoming Thanksgiving 
holiday, security reminds students that all parking permits have been issued for the quarter. 
New cars without permits on campus have historically been a problem after the holiday. These 
vehicles will be ticketed and towed. 
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Kraftbrau Brewery offers social life, atmosphere 


Jessica Bard provides a haven for music lovers of all bringinalotofpeopletowatchyou,thereisa be sure not to miss mclude Dan Melchoir's 
ADVERTISING EDITOR ages. good chance you'll get booked to open up for Broke Revue-British rock on November 


Man. y another act later that week. 19, $6; Willie Porter-nationally acclaimed 
Sitting in the basement of Severn on a 


Saturday night, waiting for my laundry to dry 
as I finish studying for a Spanish test, I wonder 
what else r could be doing that would be much 
more fun than what I'm doing right now, and 
a heck of a lot less geeky. Where could I go 
that has, say, live entertainment every night, a 
great atmosphere, and cool people? 


Well, that place is the Kraftbrau Brew-
ery. 


Located in downtown Kalamazoo, about 
10 minutes east of campus, the Kraftbrau is 
one of the oldest and most popular venues in 
the area, playing host to such bands as The 
Unicorns, Drums and Tuba, The Constantines, 
Small Brown Bike (which played their very 
last show at 
the Kraft
brau), Lucky 
Boys Confu
sion, Spit for 
Athena, and 
many others. 


Accord
ing to the 
Kraftbrau's 
website, it 
was histori
cally home. 
to a paper 
company and 
built around 
the turn of 


Kalamazoo Even if you don't have any acoustic act, November 21, $12; and Lep-
beer cODDois- special talents, come down potone Live Karaoke-an extremely popular 
seurs also anyway to see people who rock show/sing-along with the guys from Lep-
call the Kraft- do and enjoy the casual, potoneElectrical Recordings, NovembeL 
brau home. relaxed atmosphere only 27, no cover. Be sure to check out their 
According to the Kraftbrau can offer. website-www.kraftbraubrewery.com-for 
Mark, the bar- For you poets out there, more information on upcoming concerts and 
tender I spoke Tuesday is Poetry Slam events. 
to, the Kraft- night at the Kraftbrau. A So, if you findyourselfdoing laundry and 
brau offers a featured poet usually opens studying on a Saturday night, just thiok-fan-
wide variety up the Slams, followed by tastic entertainment, great drinks, and a fun, 
of handmade an open mic-style line up intimate atmosphere are only a few blocks 
beers (12 of of area talent. The Slams away. 
which are always 
on tap at any prove to 
given time), be hip, 


wines, 
ciders, 
and 


Kraftbrau offers poetry slams, film series, en t e r
concerts, open-mic nights and more. taining 


sangrias, all of which are made in a 
small room just behind the bar. $1.75 
monthly liter specials are featured, and 
for those of us under 21, Stewart's 
brand sodas, Coke, and Diet Coke 
are available. Be sure to be there for 
Happy Hour, four to eight everyday, 
for good times and cheap beer. 


If music is more of your thing, the 
Kraftbrau employs three outside book
ing agents who bring in at least two 
nationally or world renowned bands 
every month, as well as great local or 
touring acts for Wednesday through 
Sunday nights, with cover ranging 
from $3 to about $12. 


excuses 
to get off campus, and the 
Kraftbrau is the only place 
to do it. 


In addition to music 
and poetry, the Kraftbrau 
also hosts the Be in the 
Know film series, which 
is sponsored by the WMU 
Progressive Student Alli
ance and the Kalamazoo 
Nonviolent Opponents of 
War. These films are shown 
on Wednesdays, and, addi
tionally, the Kraftbrau is 
host to at least one benefit 
concert each month. 


If you want to make a difference, consider be<:oming pari of the National City 
Direct Banking team. You'll be taking calls from CU5tomer~ and offering solutions 
to help simplify their lives. It's an environment designed around superior service 
and this CQuid be your first step into a career in banking. 


Part·lime Telephone Banking Sales and Service 
• Various Part·Time Hours Available 


. the century, 
but the Kraft
brau today 
is anything 
but boring. 
Its pleasant, 
intimate (and 


Not to be forgotten, Kraftbrau 
is also a brewery, offering a 
wide variety of handmade beer, 
12 on tap at any given time. 


Monday nights are Open Mic, so 
if you've been writing a song you'd 
like other people to hear, have a stand
up comedy act, love to dance, or any
thing else, come on down to Kraftbrau 


The atmosphere at 
the Kraftbrau can range 
anywhere from laid back 
on Mondays, to extremely 
crowded and busy on 
weekends. Some upcom
ing events that you should 


You must be a confident. hardworking, service.oriented individual with the ability 
to deliver a positive experience to every customer, on every call. We also reqUire a 
great telephone presence along with a high schoof diploma or equivalent. At least 
one year of telephone customer service experience is essential. as is sales and 
cross-selling experience. The ability to operate a PC while talking on the phone 
with a customer is a must We offer exceptional benefrts and competitive compensation. 


Visit www.NationaICity.comlCaIiCenterlo apply online. 


National City. 
smoke-free) atmosphere offers salvation for 
those who loathe the typical bar scene, and 


at 8 o'clock to sign up. It's free, you won't be 
refused, and if you put on a great show and 
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Diatribe/ Promotes awareness through sarcasm, humor 
Continued from page 1. 


tina Dennaoui, Kyra Klossner, Keegan 
O'Connor and Michael Winter, all K'06. 
Now, she, Brewer and Frank are in charge 
until the "Comrades in Exile" return from 
Study Abroad spring quarter. 


discussions," said Gale-Barbantini, "but 
we never attack anyone's personal belief 
system. Respect is a huge tenet of our orga


ment of the campus sexual assault policy, 
which was last updated in 2001. PSG will 
be working with POWER to update the 


now," said Gale-Barbantini. "And there's 
no clause about knowingly transferring an 
STD, which is a huge problem consider


ing how prevalent STDs are 
around here. We just want to 
make this campus a safer, hap
pier place." "We all have Comrade names," said 


Gale-Barbantini, also known as Comrade 
Sisyphus, the Greek mortal condemned to 
ceaselessly rolling a rock to the top of a 
mountain. "When they were starting the 
club, they thought everyone would just 
assume they were communists and they 
~layed off the fact." 


So far this year, PSG has held Bitter 
iatribes (they don't have to be bitter, but 


hey usually are) on manners by philosophy 
rofessor Ashley McDowell; on why Amer-
ca hates its children by English professor 


my Smith; and on the shortcomings of 
resident George W. Bush by Brewer. 


"At our meetings, we schedule students 


nization. We live by that 
Voltaire quote: I may not 
agree with what you have 
to say, but I will defend 
to the death your right to 
say it." 


Gale-Barbantini's 
favorite diatribes last 
year were led by psy
chology professor Karyn 
Boatwright, English 
professor Gail Griffin 
and English professor 
Di Seuss. 


"They were like a 
comedy team," she said. 
"My stomach hurt from 
laughing so much." 


While the diatribes 
can be humorous, they 
also serve a far greater 
purpose. 


Lynn Brewer, K'oS, spoke at last week's Student Diatribe on Presi
dent Bush, sponsored by the Philosopher's Stomping Ground. 


Last year, PSG also 
sponsored an art show called 
"The America I Know Is .. " 
Students' artwork covered the 
entire second floor of the Fine 
Arts building. 


More than anything, PSG 
is marked for its quirky sense 
of humor, including ads around 
campus featuring anyone from 
Nick Lachey and Jessica Simp
son to comments about the 
Social Security system. 


"Mostly, we just want 
to piss people off," said 
Gale-Barbantini. "Because if 
you're pissed off, you'll do 
something." 


nd professors to bitch all they want about 
whatever they're passionate about," said 
Gale-Barbantini. "We're trying to stimu
late respectful, intelligent exchange about 
important issues around campus." 


The Student Diatribe on Bush sparked 
'animated" conversation, she said. 


"Our goal is to help people build up 
their personal beliefs. You tear down any 
preconceived notions and build up and 
solidify your personal philosophy." 


campus sexual assault policy to include 
improper use of camera phones and with
holding information about STDs. 


"Camera phones weren't nearly as 
prevalent three years ago as they are 


She thought for a moment. 
"Oh, yeah," she continued, raising her 


voice an octave and shaking her ponytail 
back and forth. "We want to make the world 


"Tliere's nothing off limits during Next on PSG's plate is the reassess- a better place." 


THE SEX FILES: THEY'RE BACK- SEX OROSCOPES 
Back by popular demand 


(and because some nay-sayers 
weren't satisfied with theirs 
earlier this quarter, the punks) 
it's the sexual horoscopes! 


Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 21) 
Around Thanksgiving, you'll 
attract the eye of a younger 
tad boy/girl. Combat the 
effects of turkey tryptophan 
with a trip to the coat room. 
and you'll both be put on 
Santa's naughty list. 


Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 20) 
On Tuesday, you'll be super 
stressed about finals. Blow 
off some steam with a rous
ing outdoor version of Duck 
Duck Goose with the Childish 


Games Commission or just roll 
down the quad and hope you fall 
into a hottie who finds the leaves 
in your hair charming. 


Capricorn (Dec 21-Jan 19) 
Even though you think you've 
got the next ten years of your 
life planned out, use caution. 
Something usually comes up 
and throws a minor wrench in 
the machine, so don't freak out 
when something doesn't go 
exactly right (like your GPA). 


Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 17) 
Tomorrow, you'll have to use 
your powers of communication 
to talk directly with your partner 
about that big issue that's been 
looming over both of your heads. 


Being honest is the only way 
you'll get what you want. 


Pisces (Feb 18- March 20) 
Lately, you've been humoring 
your dominant side in bed. Just 
make sure you don't get too car
ried away. 


Aries (March 21-AprilI9) Sat
urday of Thanksgiving weekend 
will find you cozying up to your 
partner for a second round of the 
horizontal tango. Manners count, 
so remember your "pleases" and 
"thank yous" to ensure you get 
it. 


Taurus (April 19-May 19) 
Today, you'll find a bizarre 
solution for that work problem 


you've been dealing with lately. 
And on Sunday of Thanksgiving 
weekend, Mars will add some 
extra horny-ness to your already 
off-the-charts Bull sex drive, so 
try to set an endurance record 
that will have all the RAs in your 
building talking! 


Gemini (May 20-June 20) 
Jupiter puts you in a lazy slump 
after Sunday. Reward what you 
do get done with regular ses
sions between the sheets with 
your partner. 


Cancer (June 21-July 21) 
Monday will find you close to the 
edge of reason, thanks to Mars. 
The solution? Take a page from 
Jimmy Buffet's book: get drunk 


and screw. 


Leo (July 22-Aug 22) Well, 
well, well. Something tells 
me Venus sent you a little 
surprise of the romantic 
persuasion that has you in a 
tailspin. Snap out of it! 


Virgo (Aug 23-Sept 21) This 
Saturday night = amazing 
sex. You've been warned. 


Libra (Sept 22-0ct 22) 
Thanksgiving finds you 
checking out other options 
besides your current partner. 
Just make sure slbe doesn't 
catch on. 


--Lynn Brewer, K'05. 
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"L' America e di Bush" 
Hot off the American presses: an opinon from abroad 


Gregory LaVoy 
STAFF WRITER 


With a type of quiet acquies
cence, Italian newspapers accepted 
the reelection of George W. Bush two 
weeks ago with headlines like ''Bush 
2, il trionfo," (literally, ''Bush IT, the 
triumph''). To say the least, they were 
much kinder than a prominent French 
newspaper, which had oply days ear
lier assured its readers "eight more 
days until the change of the Ameri
can president;" or Die Tageszeitung, 
a German paper whose reaction was 
unequivocally harsh: ''Bush belongs 
at a war crimes tribunal- not in the 
White House;" or Britain's Daily 
Mirror, which posed the question, 
''How can 59,054,087 be so dumb?" 


It would seem as if we can avoid 
any Kerry-style nuance about it: a vast 
majority of Europeans, and much of 
Europe's elite (including many of the 
socialist-leaning governments and the 
out-of-control media) simply do not 
like Bush. Personally, most Italians I 
spoke with before and after the elec
tion loved to talk about Bush ana Iraq, 
if only to induce some sort of Ameri
can self-hatred or embarrassment onto 
me, their subject, but I guess the joke 
was on them. 


Despite this overwhelming dis
dain, Europeans woke up to the ugly 
reality that Americans had not only 
reelected that lying, ultra-religious, 
gun-touting, war-making, conserva
tive Texan as President, but had also 
given Republicans an elephant-sized 
mandate with which to govern. How 
could this be, they asked? 


I suggest that there was some
thing deeper hanging in the balance 
this election-something that helps 
explain this divergence. Something 
that goes beyond American domes
tic politics or terrorism issues: this 
election brought to the forefront the 
cultural divide between America and 
Europe. It is becoming harder for 
Europe's left to separate the Ameri
can government they loathe with the 
American people, for whom they sup
posedIy love, but whose politics will 
never be understood. 


At the same time, it is becom-


ing easier for Europe to see how the 
cultural divide on everything from 
religion, to guns, to the UN, is mor
pbing into two diametrically opposed 
powers increasingly unwilling to 
give each other the smallest amount 
of wiggle room in the fight for the 
direction of western culture. From 
my conversations with Europeans and 
the rhetoric used in popular culture, I 
have gleaned the understanding that 
most Europeans cannot comprehend 
American political culture or why 
Americans value what we value. Add 
on to this problem the utter inability 
for Europeans to politically counter 
American hegemony and a rabid anti
AmericanJbiased media, and the result 
is a system of alliance-driven divisions 
that continually pits groups of people 
(or nations) against each other. 


This sentiment was articulated 
best by none other than French Presi
dent Chirac, who stated after the elec
tion that Europe ''must strengthen its 
unity and dynamism when faced with 
this great world power." It is no longer 
socialism vs. free-trade capitalism, or 
appeasement vs. aggressive military 
action against terrorism, but rather a 
personal battle of much of Europe vs. 
America. 


On the other side of all of this 
divisiveness is a silver lining for 
Americans: despite what the main
stream media may say, America still 
has loyal and strong friends in the west 
and around the world. For example, 
the overwhelming parliamentary vic
tories of Prime Minister Howard of 
Australia in October (hardly reported 
in the American media) represented a 
symbolic victory for a government 
involved in President Bush's coali
tion of the willing. Polish President 
Kwasniewski, who serves as a leader 
among former eastern-bloc countries 
in Europe, and who also openly 
rebuked John Kerry last month after 
Kerry pompously refused to recog
nize the sacrifices of other nations 
(including that of Poland) in the war 
effort, was certainly pleased with 
America's decision, as were large 
numbers-according to the polls-of 
the Polish people and other eastern! 
central European countries. Italian 


Prime Minister Berlusconi publicly 
recognized Bush's victory as a man
date for right-of-center policies in the 
U.S. and Europe. Russian President 
Putin who said "international terror
ism has set itself the goal of preventing 
Bush's election" and tacitly endorsed 
Bush should be pleased that the terror
ists-rects of whom the Russians have 
struggled against for years-did not 
succeed. And of course Prime Minis
ter Blair who has stood by the U.S. and 
Bush in good and bad, recently stated, 
"when people say to me, 'Where's 
your payback from this relationship,' 
my answer is: My payback is the rela
tionship.It is an important relationship 
for Britain and America." 


So where does this leave the 
Europeans and the U.S. , except 
divided amongst competing interests? 
Clearly, it is easier to turn one's back 
in a self-righteous Bush-hatefest than 
to think and work toward common 
ground. In fact, we have already seen 
the same Europeans (and Americans!) 
who decry Bush's unilateralism and 
divisiveness throw their sensibilities 
and any ideas for cooperation out the 
window so as to wallow in self-pity 
until Hillary comes along in four 
years. Logically, this is disastrous 
course of action if anyone---the left 
and the right in the U.S., America 
and Europe, et cetera- is to unite 
and work to thwart the real enemy, 
probably hiding in some crappy, 
bunker-busted hole in the mountains 
of Afghanistan or Pakistan. 


America has important rela
tionships it must nurture, as well as 
tattered and burned bridges it must 
attempt to rebuild. However, that 
progress requires the cooperation 
of two sides, and never should it 
require Americans to apologize to 
the world community for who and 
what America stands for. Europeans 
can take off their black shrouds and 
follow the advice ofTony Blair: "It is 
not a sensible or intelligent response 
for us in Europe to ridicule American 
arguments and parody their political 
leadership." After all, Hillary will 
still be there, regardless of which 
path disappointed Europeans and 
Americans decide to take. 


PINIONS 
PHOTO POLL 


Where do you go 
to have fun? 


"I go to the soccer field. My 
intramural soccer team rocks! Go 
Flying Monkeys!" 
--Sarah Nicholus. K'OB. 


"My house." 
--Steve Dendler. K'05. 


"Depending on my mood. I either 
go to my boyfriend's house or I stay 
home and veg out with my room
mates. They rock!" 
--Lauren Puretz, K'05. 


"I go to my friends house to play 
DND Wednesday nights." 
--Sally Scheuermann. K'07. 


''The Woods!!!!" 
--Chris Hoekstra and 
Ryall Drutches, K'OB. 


-compiled by Amy BUj!r. 
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Women's BaskftbaD to kick off 
season at DePauw tournament 


Experience is one of the many consequen
tial keys to success in college basketball: 
when all five of your starters are return
ing, winning games can be even more 
feasible. Consequently, with all 61.1 of 
its points per game coming back, the 
Kalamazoo College Women's basketball 
squad enters its 2004-2005 campaign with 
slightly higher expectations and a more 
challenging schedule than normal. 


After a blazing 12-6 start to IlI!>t year, 
the team dropped seven of its last nine 
games. This year, the Lady Hornets have 
been picked to finish fourth in the MlAA 
in the preseason coaches' poll and have a 
potential Conference Player of tile Year 
candidate, senior forward Ashley Riley. 


At six feet one inches, Riley has 
persistently been a dominarlt force inside 
the paint for Kalamazoo, averaging 12.8 
points and 7.7 rebounds per game last 
year while becoming the school's all 
time leader in blocked shots. 


"Ashley is one of our greatest work
ers and communicators," explained head 
coach Michelle Fortier. "She's currently 


I ,,,,~vering from an ankle injury but should 
be ready for this Friday's game." 


Junior guard Mary Brown should 
also provide towards the Lady Hornets' 
scoring attack after a breakout sophomore 
season. Brown, the team's "smartest and 
best all-around athlete," poured in a team 


high 13.1 pointsper game to go along with 
6.4 rebounds and 4.1 assists per contest 


Otherreturning starters and valuable 
contributors inClude senior guards Angie 
Neu and Lindsay Basler, and senior for
ward Sarah Sleder. 


In order to improve upon last year's 
overall performance, the Lady Hornets 
will certainly have to take better care of 
the ball. In 27 games, the team committed 
more turnovers (491) than assists (365). 


The Hornets kick off a difficult non-
I V' conference schedule this weekend, when 


they travels to Greencastle, IN for the 
DePauw University Tournament. Its semi
final opponent, DePauw, should prove to 
be a demanding test as the Tigers are pres
ently ranked eighth in the nation. 


"We have a pretty big challenge 
ahead of us," stated Fortier. "We played 
(DePauw) last season and they beat us 
soundly. but I thmk we'll give them a 
bener garne this season:' 


The teanl's home opener is Decem
ber 4 versus l'vllAA foc Alma College. 


Football falls to Tri-State, final record 1-9 
Roger Garfield 
OPINIONS EDITOR 


The Kalamazoo College football team fell 
21-14 to the Tri-State Thunder Saturday, Nov. 13, 
finishing the season with a record of 1-9. 


The Thunder, playing in front of a home 
crowd of approximately 1,200, mounted a four
minute scoring drive to begin the game. Sopho
more running back Terrance Summers capped 
it off with a touchdown from the one-yard line, 
and Tri-State led 7-0 with 9:29 remaining in the 
first quarter. 


After sophomore Chris Werme recovered 
a Tri-State fumble on their 39-yard line, the 
Hornets' offense carne to life. With 12:39 to go 
in the second, senior Matthew Jarboe scored on 
a three-yard run. Senior Mike Taylor's PAT was 
good, and the game was tied at 7. 


A bit later in the quarter, Kalamazoo's 
special teams carne up big once again. Sopho
more defensive back Rob Atwood blocked a 
punt deep in Thunder territory, and junior Nick 
Toboy wrapped up the football in the end zone, 
giving the Hornets the 14-7 lead with 3:36 left 
in the half 


However, Tri-State answered with a thun
derous 18-play, 72-yard drive just before the 
intermission. Another one-yard touchdown, 
this time from sophomore Derek Kohut, tied 
the ballgame at 14. 


Both teams failed to put points on the board 
in the third, but Tri-State struck early in the 
fourth. 10:37 remained in the game when senior 
quarterback Jim Oliver connected with his tight 


end, senior Cliff Sandee, for an II-yard touch
down. That was all the Thunder would need; 
they won the game 21-14, finishing the season 
with a league record of2-5. The Hornets ended 
up 0-7 in the MIAA. 
Summers led the Thun
der on the ground with 
150 yards on 30 carries. 
Oliver completed 13 of 
his 30 pass attempts for 
155 yards. 


Jarboe rushed for 
75 yards on 20 carries to 
lead the Hornets, the best 
game for any Kalamazoo 


special teams specialist Toboy were each named 
to the All-MlAA Second Team. Davis led the 
Horoets with 6.5 sacks on the season, while 
Toboy was a dependable special teams pres


ence, scoring three 
touchdowns. He 
also led the league 
with 23.2 yards per 
kick return. Seniors 
Joe Meier and Mike 
Riley, both defensive 
lineman, and the 
junior wide receiver 
Green all received 
MIAA honorable 


running back this season. mention recognition. 
Sophomore quarterback The team will 
Tim Kaselitz was 24 for lose 15 seniors, all of 
39 in the air with 154 who contnbuted sig-
yards and one intercep- nificantly. Atwood, 
tion. Junior Jeff Green the sopbomore from 
caught four passes for Pinckney who blos-
59 yards while senior ended their season 1-9, 0-7 in the MIAA. somed into one of 


James "Woody" Woodfork and junior Stanley the league's toughest cornerbacks this season, 
Peplinski hauled in six passes apiece. says the team will especially miss the seniors' 


Senior linebacker Jeremy Vanisacker con- leadership. 
tinued his consistent defensive effort, leading "All of those guys were tremendous ath
the Hornets in tackles for the seventh consecu- letes," Atwood said "But furthermore they kept 
tive game, this time with 11. Earlier this week, everyone accountable on and off the field." 
he was named the MIAA's Most Valuable Despite the Hornets' mediocre record, 
Defensive Player. He also made the All-MlAA Atwood said the seniors taught him to never 
Defensive First Team for the second year in a say die. 
row. Vanisacker led the league with 15.8 tackles 'They were a great bunch of guys," Atwood 
per game. added. 'They deserved much better than a 1-9 


Senior defensive lineman Pat Davis and the season." 


Cross-country squads run wild at MIAA Regionals 
Eli Melaas 


SPORTS EDITOR 


Heading into their respective NCAA 
Regional Championship races at Alma College 
last Saturday, neither Kalamazoo Cross Coun
try team had any kind of expectation of making 
noise in the final standings. Racing against thirty 
of the top schools in the Great Lakes Region, the 
word team was essentially dropped and forgot
ten as individual runners strove to top season 
best and personal record times. When the eight 
and six kilometer sprints were complete, nearly 
every team member had accomplished their 
objective. 


The women placed 19th as a team, while 
all seven runners improved upon their MlAA 
Championship times from two weeks prior. 
Senior Lauren Puretz led the way at 23:47 (74111 


place), followed by sophomores Katie Drumm 
at 23:51 (79'" place) and Jenny Thomson at 24: 


28 (116111 place). The Lady Hornets also managed 
to finish fourth among five competing MlAA 
squads. 


The men garnered 21" place as a 
team, as six of the seven competing racers 
topped season best times. Freshman Wil
liam Sbach marked the greatest drop at 
55 seconds. The Hornets were paced by 
sophomore Max Melstrom at 26:37 (78th 


place) and freshman Eric Wohlford at 26: 
54 (88'" place). 


. The most pleasant surprise of the 
moming was the men's defeat ofMlAA 
foe Alma College who had previously 
tied and beaten the Hornets in two previ
ous conference races. Kalamazoo nipped 
the Scots by a mere five points. 


beginning to sense a Kalamazoo cross country 
dynasty is arising." 


-photo courtesy of 'K' Cross Country. 


"If anything, (beating Alma) 
was certainly one of our main goals," 
explained Melstrom. "And we got the 
job done. It was a great race and I'm 


Women's and Men's Cross-country placed 19th 
and 21st in their NCAA Regionals, respectively. 












INSIDE 
IJ DOYOUHEAR THE 


PEOPLE SING? 
With recent ticket sales 
being low, the theater 
department wonders 
where the audiences are 
and why more people 
aren't at the shows. 


R BACK IN 
III THE USSR 


During the Model 
U.N. convention this 
past weekend, stu
dents hypothesized 
what things would 
have been like had the 
USSR been a member 
in the 1950's. 


• 'I'LL HAVE WHAT 
... SHE'S HAVING' 


When Harry met 
Sally, she faked an 
orgasm. On average, 
70 percent of women 
and 25 percent of men 
fake orgasm. Discover 
why it is difficult and 
some common reasons 
for faking. 


The Philosopher's 
Stomping Ground is 
new on campus and 
dedicated to respectful 
political discussion. 


Republicans first college group to endorse MeRI 
Katie Dorman 


EDITOR IN CHIEF 


This past Monday, the Kalamazoo College 
Republicans became the first college republican 
group in the state of Michigan to officially endorse 
the Michigan Civil Rights Initiative (MCRl), with 
more college republican groups across the state 
expected to follow or at least support by the end of 
the week. The initiative, if passed, would explicitly 
prohibit "discrimination by the government against 
individuals based on their race, sex, color, etbnic
ity or national origin" in academic institutions 
throughout Michigan, according to the MRCI's 
mission statement. 


"The vote was 
unanimous," Carl
son said. "We knew 
that several other ... 
groups around the 
state were consider
ing this step and we 
wanted to be first. 
Our executive com
mittee agreed in a 
phone conversation 
... and we passed the 
resolution quickly." 


College repub
lican groups from 
schools around the 
state are also expected 
to endorse the initia-
tive, with Western 


The endorsement came several days after the 
group was approached by Jennifer Gratz, executive 
director of the MRCI and plaintiff in the Gratz Y. 


Bollinger U.S. Supreme Court case, who asked 
them to consider endorsing the petition that is cur
rently being propagated in order to get the initiative 
on November's ballot. 


Michigan University D . F 
- ettol( rcc 


and. Mic~gan State Ward Connerly speaks at a rally on the steps of the library at the University 
l!D1Verslty tenta- of Michigan at Ann Arbor on Tuesday, July 8, 2003. He was on the campus 
h~ely scheduled to announce a campaign against the university's affirmative action plan. 
thIS week. The 


"She asked to meet with [the leaders 1 and sev
eral members of the organization to explain the 
initiative and its importance," said Dan Carlson, 
president of the Kalamazoo College Republicans. 


After meeting with the executive board, a 
special session was held in which the organization 
voted on whether or not they would want to endorse 
the initiative and the petition. 


University of Michigan group, however, is not Last Thursday, BAMN filed a lawsuit in the 
expected to endorse because it has allegedly Ingham County Circuit Court against the State 
been threatened on multiple levels, notably the Board of Canvassers with regards to how the 
Coalition To DefendAffirmativeActionAnd In((}-
gration And Fight For Equality By Any Means 
Necessary (BAMN). 


See MCRI, p.6 


Senior Performance Celebration successful, continues this weekend 
Kate Boehm movies and TV," says Hauk. "Some- "The BFG" will be performed the life of Elizabeth, a young white 


times I feel like I should've chosen a again Friday night at 8 p.m. and girl. Each character she plays has a 
STAFF WRITER more socially relevant piece of intense Sunday afternoon at 2 p.m. as the distinct personality and voice. 


The Senior Performance Series drama, but I decided to do this play to first part of the series "Stories and "In the end, I am proud of that 
continues this weekend with four more be able to have the chance to form a Dreams." process, grateful for the student and 
nights of student-produced plays in the community of students and tell stories Emily Campbell acts and per- faculty support, and oveIjoyed with 
Nelda K. Balch Playhouse. This year together." forms Pamela Gien's ''The Syringia my final product." 
brings five student- directed plays to Hauk's play is an ensemble piece Tree," a one-woman show that tells "The Syringia Tree" will be 
the Festival stage. including improv acting and a chorus the story of a young girl, Elizabeth, performed again Friday at 8 p.m. and 


Nora Hauk directs Roald Dahl's of giants. Her cast took the playas a growing up in 1960's South Africa. Sunday at 2 p.m as the second part of 
''The BFG," which tells the story of guideline and created a performance "Directing myself in a one- the series "Stories and Dreams." 
Sophie, a young English orphan, and uniquely their oWn. woman show has been the most chal- Matt Pieknik directs Samuel 
her friend, ''The BFG," as they try to ''The way I went about directing lengingprojectI'veundertaken on the Beckett's ''Krapp's Last Tape," a one-
save the children of the world from the play was with the idea that the play Festival Playhouse stage," says Camp- man show in which a 69-year-old man 
human-eating giants. could evolve from the actors, that they bell. ''Often the perfonner and direc- examines his life and records what he 


"I decided to direct ''The BFG" could make theplay 'happen' on stage. tor in me would disagree, sometimes believes to be his final testament. 
because I feel like Roald Dahl is a sto- The process of working on the play threatening the entire process." "I think the show is a smashing 
ryteller from our generation ... sort of was the best part of it because we got Campbell plays the parts of fif-


See SPC, p.6 a shared childhood culture outside of to imagine and play so much." teen different individuals involved in 
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CCAB presents public dialogue on community 
David Nachtweih 


STAFF WRITER 


Juggling, a jazz band, improvisation, 
and exclamations of sexuality stirred the 
usually somber air of Stetson Chapel 
Friday the 20tb during Campus Climate 
Action Board's "break-out" event on 
community - Ultimate Chape1. The event 
was CCAB's largest attempt to date to 
accentuate the different aspects of the 
"K" community and strengthen the com
munication between different groups on 
campus. Through a variety of speakers 
and group presentations, the program 
connected different voices on campus in 
a public dialogue on community. 


"We want to get people talking about 
some of the issues on campus," said Kate 
Hamel, a coordinator for the event. 


Whether the topic deals with college 
athletics, tuition increases or public gath
ering space, students need to be in conver
sation with one another. And Chapel time, 
a time already designated for community 
gathering, she said, seemed perfect. 


"[Chapel] is the embodiment of the 
sense of community that makes "K" what 
it is," Ultimate Chapel coordinator Caryn 
Hassel said. 


But CCAB soon found that despite 
Chapel's mission, it still "intimidated" 
some with its religious connotations. 
And as a result, CCAB embarked on 
what Hamel called a "radical rethinking 
of Chapel space." 


"We wanted to make it more invit
ing ... secular as well as spiritual... it 
shouldn't be intimidating," Hamel said. 


During the quarter, several CCAB 
members contacted student organiza
tions, sports teams, faculty departments, 
and administration to solicit their par
ticipation. And after receiving several 
responses, they filled the time with eight 
acts ranging from Monkapult skits to Dr. 
Fugate's recollections of"K." 


On Friday, though Chapel wasn't 
"radically different," the changes did 
produce positive effects. CCAB coordi
nator Brittany Edwards noticed, "there 
were a lot of people at Chapel I don't 
usually see there." And students leaving 
the event noted their appreciation for the 
difference. 


The event itself opened with a jazz 
ensemble and a juggler, creating energy 
among the audience. During the first 
minutes, students changed seats and spoke 
above the usual Stetson whisper as they 


tried to make a square sheet of paper with 
a message about "K"s community into an 
origami swan. 


Monkapult continued the energy with 
two brief skits before inviting the audi
ence to Tuesday evening improv sessions 
in the Dungeon Theater to interact with 
the theater community. 


Focusing the event on the issue of 
community, Ultimate Chapel coordinator 
Caryn Hassel underscored the need for 
public gathering space on campus. 


Next, members of the Women's 
Resource Center and the Progressive 
Organization for Womyn held hands and 
spread across the stage. Together they 
recited an epithet proclaiming solidarity 
and support for women. 


Following the WRC and POW, Dr. 
Fugate reflected on his more than four 
decades at "K," pointing out the change 
in dress, the expansion of campus, and the 
repeal of a curfew, among other things. 
Fugate also noted that students went by 
ship and not plane when study abroad 
began in 1962. 


On community, he said that "K" has 
become detached, that students, teachers 
and administration personally interact less 
now with the advent of email, cell phones 


and other communication devices. 
Kaleidoscope members next rose indi


vidually from their seats proclaiming their 
sexuality to the audience before member 
Ryan Hatch spoke on the importance of 
GLBT community on campus. 


"Kaleidoscope is a resounding 'NO' 
to marginalization," Hatch said. "It is a 
vital and crucial community for people on 
the peripherals." 


Speaking last, Eli Savit charged the 
members of "K"s community with the 
responsibility to foster better relation
ships on campus. He called the endeavor 
to create a better community at "K" a 
"constant and concerted effort." 


With shared interaction by students, 
faculty and staff, Savit said, the campus 
could begin building the sense of com
munity desired. 


The CCAB plans to present the paper 
swans during their next meeting and then 
hopefully hang them somewhere in Hicks 
Lobby. The idea, Hamel said, is to "show 
that something has come from Chape1." 
That way, she said, students will under
stand that Chapel extends beyond 11 :50 
a.m. on a given Friday morning, and a 
community does exist here at "K" Col
lege. 


MCRIIInitiative seeks just admissions for all applicants to public institutions 
continued from page 1 


MCRI is worded, arguing that it is "a 
conscious fraud against the voters of 
Michigan," according to national co
chair for BAMN, Luke Massie. They 
argue the phrase "or grant preferential 
treatment to" is misleading- not the 
entire piece. 


Those working on the MCR! 
said they know full well that there 
is no wording they could put into the 
petition and or potential legislation 
that would not have groups attacking 
it. Hearings in the lawsuit will be 
held beginning March 4. 


The initiative is currently in its 
signature-collecting phase, in need 
of 317,757 signatures by July 6 in 
order to have it appear on a ballot in 
November. They began collecting 
signatures on Jan. 12 and will not be 
sure of the number of signatures until 
June 15, when the petitions are sent 
back to the organization. 


TheMCRl was prompted mostly 
in response to the UofM affirmative 
action cases that were brought about 
in 1997 by Gratz and Patrick Ham
acher, who had both applied to the 
university and were subsequently 
denied admission, being told that 
they had sufficient credentials but 
were not competitive enough. 


A lawsuit was brought about 
claiming ''violations and threatened 
violations of the rights of the plain
tiffs and the class they represent to 
equal protection of the laws under 
the Fourteenth Amendment ... and 
for racial discrimination," accord
ing to the opinion of the Supreme 
Court, delivered by Chief Justice 
Rehnquist. 


The Supreme Court found the 
case for the undergraduate school, 
Gratz v. Bollinger, unconstitutional 
on the grounds that the students 
were discriminated against based 
upon race. The case was eventually 


found to be in accordance with the 
constitution. 


If passed, the initiative has 
the potential to drastically change 
admissions and acceptance in public 
academic institutions throughout the 
state of Michigan, perhaps more. 


The MCR! claims the affirma
tive action decisions of 1964 have 
been thus far interpreted by the courts 
to apply only to the private sector, that 
only private institutions are exempt 
from abiding by affirmative action. 


"The contradiction that has, 
ironically, been set up is that while 
the government prohibits private 
corporations from engaging in this 
kind of discrimination, the govern
ment itself still engages in the same 
discrimination," according to the 
mission of the organization. 


The mission also goes on to 
state that their goal in passing the 
legislation would be to "[amend] the 
Michigan Constitution to prohibit 


discrimination by state and local 
governments against anyone based 
on their race, sex, color, ethnicity or 
national origin. This ban would apply 
to all functions and all levels of state 
and local government in Michigan 
- including hiring, contracting, and 
admissions to public schools." 


"This could radically change the 
scope of the College Republicans and 
people don't understand how much 
of a landmark amendment this could 
end up being," Carlson said. 


Being the first to endorse the 
MCR! will bring opportunities for 
the College Republicans as a group 
and for ilie entire campus. They 
now have the opportunity to work 
closely with many of the people on 
the board oftheMCRI, such as Gratz, 
Michigan State Representative Leon 
Drolet, plaintiff in Gmtter v. Bol
linger Barbara Grutter, and namely 
Ward Connerly, whom the college 
republicans are planning on bringing 


, . 


in as a speaker later this year. 
In their resolution, the College 


Republicans recognized, "while as 
Republicans we believe in 'diver
sity,' current admissions programs 
at some of our other state colleges 
offer only the 'look of diversity,' 
rather than real intellectual diver
sity." 


The group joins Michigan's 
State Representatives, Jack 
Hoogendyke and Fulton Sheen, 
along with the Michigan Asso
ciation of Scholars, the Michigan 
Libertarian Party, and others in 
endorsing the MCR!. 


"It's important that [a college] 
group take initiative and become 
leaders in getting others to sup
port important decisions that could 
radically affect admissions at the 
institutions to which they are a part 
of," Carlson said. "We felt it was 
especially important to us that we 
stand up and be those leaders." 
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Theatre department braves low performance attendance 


Tyler Greene 


STAFF WRITER 


Lauren Russo, 19, waits backstage to 
make her appearance in a production of 
"Macbeth." She carries a large throne to 
center stage. As a sophomore theatre arts 
major at Kalamazoo College, Lauren has 
grown to expect empty seats. Making her 
way around one of the rock formations on 
stage, she notices an unusual type of energy 
in the air. Much to her amazement, every seat 
in the theatre is filled. Last year, during "K" 
College's production of "Balm in Gilead," 
she experienced a much different atmosphere. 
Lauren looked out of the set's windows and 
realized that there were more people on stage 
than in the seats. 


Russo is just one actress in a pool of 
actors, technical theatre students, and a vast 
number of others who make the nationally 
ranked "K" College theatre department 
successful. The Princeton Review recently 
ranked the theatre program at "K" 19th out 
of 20 selected schools in the category of 
"Great College Theatre." The department 
shares this "Top 20" honor with New York 
University's Tisch School of the Arts, Yale 
University, Vassar College and many other 
well-known departments. One might assume, 
because of the prestigious rating the school 
has been given, theatre would be a major 
campus diversion. However, according to 
the numbers, that is not always the case. 


In the past seven years, based on a 
possible capacity of 300, the highest aver
age attendance has been for Saturday per
formances, at 80.15 percent. The lowest 
average audience attendance is for Sunday 
matinees, at 50.2 percent. These numbers 
dgn't reflect individual performances. The 
highest individual attendance during this 
time period is for the Thursday performance 
of the Shakespearian comedy "As You Like 
It," at 103 percent capacity. Caryl Churchill's 
"Top Girls," on the other hand, yielded the 
lowest individual turnout on the Sunday 
performance, at 20 percent. 


According to all theatre arts faculty, the 
department is dedicated to giving its students 
opportunities in every area and type of the
atre, regardless of ticket sales. Most theatre 
students agree having a program that offers 
students positions in acting, directing. stage 
management and nearly every other area of 
theatre is a great benefit. Last year, "A Bright 
Room Called Day," by Tony Kushner, had its 
Michigan premier at the college. It had never 
been performed in the state before. 


"We have the financial freedom and 
guidance of a great chair to produce provoca
tive drama that no one else does in a college 
setting," said Emily Campbell, 21, a senior 
theatre arts major. 


Most "K" College student actors inter
viewed share similar viewpoints in regards to 
low attendance for the shows they perform in. 
Even though the audience plays a major role 
in the success of a production, the actors do 
not solely base their overall satisfaction with 
the performance on that aspect. They agree 
that performing provocative dramas like "A 
Bright Room Called Day," "Top Girls," and 
"Balm in Gilead" is more important than 
selling out the house. 


Chris Froseth, 18, a freshman and 
potential theatre arts major, had high hopes 
about the audience attendance at "K." His 
first role at the college was as Malcolm in 
"Macbeth" and while jogging onto the stage 
for what was to be his last curtain call, the full 
house openly applauded him. He came to the 
realization in a few short months he would 
hopefully be taking another curtain call. 
After talking with some fellow students, he 
feared small crowds and not as many friendly 
eyes. The plays chosen for this winter quarter 
are not necessarily popular or well known. 
Nevertheless, he moved on and reminded 
himself he performs not only for those who 
attend, but also for the playwright and the art 
form in general. 


"You, as an actor, notice it, but you 
shouldn't let it bother you. I have a job to 
do on stage and for those that are in the audi
ence," he said. 


Still, other "K" students find having low 
attendance to be an unfortunate drawback. 


"I guess there's a feeling of disappoint
ment because you've worked so hard, and you 
w 0 u I d 


students feel pUblicity could be looked at to 
increase ticket sales. A few students sug
gest getting more personal with advertising 
on campus to encourage friends of the actors 
to attend. For last season's "Balm in Gilead," 
student photos were used on campus flyers 
to make it apparent those actors were per
forming in the show. A number of students 
believe performing a scene from the show in 
the cafeteria or a classroom would provide 
great exposure. 


Another recurring suggestion is to lower 
the ticket prices. Currently, ticket prices are: 
$5 for "K" and WMU students, $8 for other 
students, and $12 for adults. Thursday per
formances are always $1. 


"I have friends corning from other col
leges. Why can't they buy the same price 
ticket as I would?" asked freshman music 
major Tim Krause, 18. 


"Most college students are equally 
broke," responded Lauren Russo. 


WaLousia Hubbard, 22, a theatre arts 
major, has worked in the box office for a 
number of years. She has put in countless 
hours answering phones, handling customers, 
and of course, selling tickets. Hubbard gets 
irritated when people complain about the $12 
admission for adults. 


"I get really annoyed when people 
complain [about ticket prices]. People don't 
realize how much [putting on a full-scale pro
duction] costs," said Hubbard. 


Dr. Ed Menta, theatre arts professor and 
department chair, has noted ticket sales are 
only a consideration when choosing plays, 
rather than a problem. He has implemented 
a policy of allowing each faculty member at 
the college two free tickets for each show 
presented this season. He hopes that this 
encourages those in the "K" community to 


really like 
to have 
others 
see the 
product 
you' cre
ated , " 
added 
Lis a 
Ludwin
ski, 19, 
a sopbo
more the-
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atre arts 
major. 


So m e 


attend the plays being presented. 
Mary Vowell, the "K" Theatre Arts 


Administrator, strongly agrees that the shows 
done at the college are produced as a learn
ing experience for those who are involved 
and for the "K" community. She is also very 
adamant about publicity. She feels like the 
department is doing the best publicity that 
is possible. Currently, publicity consists of 
posters on and off campus, banners in Hicks 
Center, newspaper advertising, sweatshirts, 
and, most importantly, according to Vowell, 
word of mouth. She explains the amount and 
quality of the publicity depends largely on 
the student dealing with it during that show. 
She is open to any idea that any student gives 
her, even if it's not the student working on 
publicity for that particular show. 


"I will never say no," she said. 
This year's production of "Macbeth" 


yielded nearly full capacity on all four per
formances. It might appear attendance is no 
longer a problem for the department. Look
ing back on previous years, and taking into 
account all of the srudent opinions, it still 
remains an issue. Theatre and non-theatre 
students agree that publicity and awareness 
could be improved. Still, some of those stu
dents believe that the type of theatre done 
at "K" fulfills exactly what they desire in 
theatre education. Part of the mission state
ment that describes that education reads, ''By 
studying the wealth of worldwide theatre 
traditions reflecting pluralism in our society, 
and the interdependence of all peoples and 
cultures, students gain the research tools for 
self-discovery. " 


Chris Froseth said, ''Because of the the
atre I've already done here, I've been able to 


See Theatre, p. 6 
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An Immigration Fiasco 
Gregory La Voy 


STAFF WRITER 


Let me begin by stating my bias: I support President Bush. 
I have defended him against some of the most injudicious and 
libelous opinions and characterizations, while ardently support
ing most of his policies---even though spending has grown to a 
ghastly level. As a conservative though, I shuddered when last 
month President Bush announced a new plan to offer amnesty 
(as he put it, "guest worker" status) to millions of illegal aliens 
currently living in the United States. 


For those who are unfamiliar with the program, the Bush 
plan has three main components. First, it legalizes illegal aliens 
currently in the U.S. by creating a "guest-worker" program that 
provides visas for renewable periods of three years. Secondly, 
the visas would then be extended to foreigners living abroad who 
have been offered employment in the U.S. for jobs "no American 
workers want" Lastly, the foreign workers would have access to 
permanent status by applying for green cards; the President has 
proposed an increase in the number of these available in order 
to handle the predictable deficit of green cards available under 
current laws. 


You will never hear anyone in the Bush administration call 
the program "amnesty," but make no mistake-that is exactly 
what it is. The plan would register illegal aliens currently living 
in the U.S. as "resident workers" and then put them on the track 
to citizenship without any punishment or reprimand for breaking 
American laws. What part of that doesn't scream amnesty? 


Let's begin by examining the precedent for this program, 
which occurred only one other time in American history, under 
Reagan in 1986. That program, under the auspicious title of the 
Immigration Reform and ControiAct, allowed forblanketamnesty 
of three million illegals (at the time a huge number), but more 
notably, it brought floods of new immigrants trying to quickly 
gain what others have spent years attaining: U.S. citizenship. A 
Washington Tunes article published Feb. 20 shows that, according 
to the National Border Control Council, since the Bush proposal 
was made public in early January, the amount of illegal immigra
tion has increased sharply (as much as 300 percent in some areas), 
and a majority of those detained specifically state they came to 
the U.S. seeking amnesty. 


Granting citizenship to people whose first act on American 
soil was breaking American law is preposterous. Such a program 
is not only offensive to those immigrants who legally went through 
the process, but according to the National Border Patrol Council, 
it is a "slap in the face to anyone who has ever tried to enforce the 
immigration laws of the United States." 


The Bush administration has cleverly argued the manyfacets 
the plan would promote: economic health, homeland security and 
a solution to the immigration problem. 


The economic position states that by legalizing millions of 
immigrants, state and federal governments would gain a bigger 
tax base and a willing workforce. What these types of statements 
overlook is the types of social-service costs associated with illegal 
immigration. Such costs range between two and three billion 
dollars annually for California alone! I further doubt that a tax 
base (that would undoubtedly be composed mostly of individuals 
living below the poverty line) could draw up those large tax dollars 
needed to balance budgets. 


If we analyze the job issue, we need look no further than 
Capitalism 101, which tells us that the reason Americans don't 
want these types of service jobs is because they are noncompetitive 
in areas where illegals reside in large quantities. Since many illegal 
immigrants emigrate from areas where a low salary translates into 
a fantastic income in their home countries, they are willing to do 
the work. After all, what businessman is going to pay $25,000 a 
year to an American when an illegal can get the job done for less 
than 10 percent of that? Amazingly, fiuit is still picked, homes 
are cleaned and lawns are mowed in low-immigration states and 
regions. What could account for this phenomenon? Someone is 
willing to do a service job because he can get paid 10 or 12 dol
lars an hour; ergo, competitive markets and prices have created 
an able workforce. 


Moreover, I fail to see how such a program will fortify 
America's national security. What is the likelihood that the INS 
will be able to perform 10 million background checks (the average 
number of illegals living in the U.S.) on those applying? What 
is to stop terrorists from entering the U.S. and applying for such 
programs? What message about American law does this send to 
people looking to take advantage of the system? More importantly, 
what message does this send to American law enforcement that 
works diligently to stop such problems? 


THE INDEX 


All of these facts are compounded by the assertion that the 
Immigration and NaluI'almltion Service (INS) is probably the most 
bogged down, understaffed and poorly resourcedof all the federal 
bureaucracies. Even with the current bureaucracy, the simple fact 
remains that the INS is failing to enforce current immigration 
laws, the likes of which are unable to stop illegal immigration 
in the first place. To provide an example of the inefficiency, the 
federal government's best estimate of illegal immigrants currently 
living in America is between eight and twelve million people-a 
difference of four million people! 


The most ill fated element of this proposal is that it suggests 
nothing to curtail illegal immigration in the future. Amnesty pro
grams might be viewed as a "quick fix" for the millions of people 
in America illegally, but such a system can only provide the basis 
for more amnesty programs in the future. To avoid such circular 
patterns, Congress must immobilize Bush's amnesty bill in the 
same manner that Clinton's amnesty bill was cut short in 2000. 


So, now that we know what should not be done, what do I 
propose instead? Consider a brief analogy: you are in a boat that 
begins filling with water. What is your first response? Of course 
you find where the water is coming from and plug up the holes. 
Then, you start to bail water out as quickly as possible. 


Like with the leaky boat, first and foremost,America's porous 
borders need to be plugged in order to stop the "deluge" of illegal 
immigration. I understand that I speak of this as if it were easy, 
but this entails properly funding and coordinating an institution 
that is in desperate need of reform-the INS must have major 
bureaucratic overhaul. 


Instead of amnesty, Bush should be looking at how to fix a 
broken system. Only after these and other types of reforms have 
been completed should the government look into programs to 
deal with those people who, through illegal means, are living in 
America. 


I would hope that my reader would not brush such criticisms 
as xenophobic or unsympathetic to other peoples' struggles to get a . 
better life, because that is not my purpose. This country was built 
on the prospect that everyone should have equal opportunity to 
share in the American dream, and I do not mean to stifle that goal. 
The American government, however, must continue to support 
and encourage legal immigration as well as enforce immigration 
laws in a consistent and fair manner. 
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What if the USSR had been there? 


Aaron A upperlee 


STAFF WRITER 


TORONTO-While wandering the streets of Toronto, 
disheveled and tired, a member of the Pakistani delegation to the 
Security Council wondered what he could have done differently 
during the early morning hours to avoid the complete destruction 
of Seoul, South Korea. On the morning of February 22, 2004, the 
United Nations News Service released a press statement describ
ing the full-scale invasion of the Republic of Korea, South Korea 
(ROK) by the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, North 
Korea (DPRK). The United Nations reported only a McDonalds 
still standing in the ROK capital, Seoul, and this from the advanc
ingDPRK: 


"The disembodied spirit of the Great Leader, Kim Sung n, 
addressed a crowd in Pyongyang through the mouthpiece of the 
Dear Leader, Kim Jong n, noting that 'the hour of the final reuni
fication of Korea has come. The international community shall 
have to accept as a jait accompli this development '" 


Earlier on the morning of the 22, around 3 a.m., an emer
gencymeeting of the Security Council occurred. Suspected DPRK 
aggression had destabilized the Korean Peninsula; the Council 
was charged with the task of restoring peace and security to the 
region. It fui.led 


None of this actually happened, but a group of Kalamazoo 
College students attending the North American Model United 
Nations Conference in Toronto felt as though it really did. For an 
extended weekend, nine "K" students formed the delegation of 
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan to the United Nations. This was 
not real either. It was merely a simulation. So why care? 


A frighteningly similar crisis to the simulated one occurred in 
Juneofl950. On June 25, DPRKforces crossed into the ROK with 
the intention ofbringing about the final reunification ofKorea. The 
ROKcalled upon the UN. Security Council to rectify the situation. 
In an emergency session of the Security Council, the members of 
the body met to restore peace and stability in the region. During 
the June 25'" session, the Security Council voted in favor of a state-


ism. 


ment accusing the DPRK ofbreaking world peace and demanded 
the forces to retreat to the 38'" parallel. UN. Secretary-General 
Trygve Lie commented, 'This is war against the United Nations." 
Two days later, in light of obvious refusal by the DPRK to respect 
the Security Council's statement, the body voted again in favor of 
using force to expel the DPRK forces from the ROK 


The rest is history. By September of 1950, a UN. force under 
U.S. General MacArthur landed on the Korean Peninsula By 
1953, the two sides fought themselves to a draw at the 38 paralle~ 
to the north, the DPRK, and to the south, the ROK 


The situation experienced at the NAMUN conference mir
rored the 1950 crisis. After receiving intelligence about a possible 
DPRK invasion, the Security Council was called in for an emer
gency session. Hours of debate produced a statement calling for 
the DPRK forces to divert their course. The DPRK then asked 
the Security Council to develop a peaceful solution to an owner
ship dispute over an island between the two Koreas. When the 
DPRK became fiustrated with the Security Council's inaction, 
they invaded and took the islands and Seoul unilaterally. 


The rest is 'not history because it never happened, but one 
crucial question arises from the simulated experience- why was 
the 1950 Security Council able to provide the necessary force to 
protect the ROK, and the 2004 model Security Council was not? 
In 1950, the iron curtain and the Cold War polarized the world. 
International cooperation in the United Nations was pre-decided 
by who influenced what countries. In 2004, the Cold War is over 
and the world is relatively more receptive to international coopera
tion through the United Nations (respectfully noting the current 
situation in Iraq). Assuming all other things equal, one rnajor 
difference exists between the Security Council of 1950 and the 
model Council of2004-Russia. 


In 1950, the United Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) boy
cotted the United Nations because the nationalist government of 
Taiwan, not the communist government of mainland China, occu
pied China's seat there. This was pure Cold War politics. On June 
25"', the USSR was absent from the crucial emergency Security 
Council meeting \Je(;ause of this boycott, thus forced to abstain 
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on all votes. What if the USSR had been there? 
In the polarized world of the Cold War, the USSR uncondi


tionally supported the government in the DPRK. This commu
nist-comrade support would have caused serious problems in the 
Security Council. The USSR is one offivecountries on the Council 
with final veto power. A "no" vote by the USSR automatically kills 
any statement or resolution proposed by the members, regardless 
of how much support it enjoys amongst the other members. The 
USSR was not afraid to exercise this veto power during the Cold 
War in order to protect its vision of greater communist control 
of the world The invasion of the DPRK would be part of this 
vision. The USSR would have certainly vetoed any legislation 
condemning the DPRK advancement and would have never let 
the UN authorize force against the DPRK. 


But the USSR was absent, as was its veto power. The USSR 
could not object and threaten veto during the debates leading up 
to both the June 25 statement and the June 27 authorization of 
force againsttbe DPRK. Who really knows how the debate would 
have proceeded in a Soviet inclusive Security Council? Certainly 
debate would have been much more heated, as the USSR would 
have taken a staunch pro-DPRKstance. When any measure would 
come to vote, the threat of veto would hang in the air. The USSR's 
presence could have frozen the Security Council. This is not to say 
therewouldhavebeennoresponsetotheinvasionoftheROK The 
United States did have a vested interest in protecting the territorial 
integrity of the ROK and would probably have intervened in a 
unilateral fashion, with which the world would become familiar 
10 years later, in Vietnam. 


After only a few years of existence, the U.N.'s modified 
form of collective security worked Was this action made pos
sible through the willingness of nations to band together and 
collectively recognize threats to world peace and security, or was 
the United Nations just lucky that a certain member decided not 
to showup? 


In perfect Russian style (the Russian Federation took the 


See USSR, p. 7 


In numerous novels, such as George 
Orwell's "1984," or 'The Handmaid's Tale" 
by Margaret Atwood, totalitarian regimes 
claim power by gradually removing their 
citizen's civil rights. Often the only way 
that a regime can justify using such powers 
is by scaring the public. A recent article in 
The Index stated, "the US Patriot Act has 
extended important and necessary powers 
to the US government to combat terrorist 
threats at home and abroad." However, the 
most recent "terrorist threat," Saddam Hus
sein, had no weapons of mass destruction. 
In fact, the entire justification for our war in 
Iraq was based on "faulty intelligence," which 
was supposed to be improved by the USA 
PATRIOT Act. The powers extended by the 
USA PATRIOT Act are an infringement on 
civil rights under the guise of fighting terror-


The recent argument for the USA PATRIOT 
Act came with the statement: "before the pas
sage of the patriot act, the federal government 
needed to obtain a warrant and prove probable 
cause that a crime had been committed before 
it could view most private records." I will add a 
disclaimer was made that these stipulations only 
apply when dealing with international terrorism. 
So now for "international terrorists," warrants 
and probable cause do not apply. Was the gov
ernment really terribly hampered by probable 
cause and warrants? Changes toward a police 
state do not happen overnight Benjamin Barber 
once described the methods political theorists 
used as trying to seduce their antagonists and 
overwhelm their skeptics "by demonstrating that 
if only they accept A (which as a rational person 
they are bound to do), they will be able to swal-


low B (which after all follows necessarily from 
A) and so on to C and D, until they reach N." 
The USA PATRIOT Act might only be step A, 
but as "free" citizens we cannot allow ourselves 
to continue to accept these things until they reach 
N, which could easily end up like the worlds 


• which Orwell or Atwood envisioned 
Astrikingly ironicpartofthe USAPATRIOT 


Act is it defines a part of domestic terrorism as 
"activities that appear to be intended to intimidate 
or coerce a civilian population" (Section 802). 
Note the careful use of language: "appear," or 
"civilian population" (feasibly that of the United 
States). There is no requirement for evidence; all 
that is required is the appearance of intimidation 
or coercion. What appears to be coercive to one 
person rnay appear to be free speech to another. 
It is this sort of ambiguous language that could 
allow a huge breach of civil rights. Under a 


guise of fighting terrorism there are limit
less possibilities for the government to slip 
things past the public. 


The majority of the public, and in 
many places myself included, does not 
really understand everything the USA 
PATRIOT Act is saying. What is fully 
understandable is ominous. Regardless 
of whether powers have been applied on 
a "limited" basis, those powers exist and 
could have powerful consequences for 
those people who are deemed terrorists 
under such ambiguous definitions. If we do 
not accept the USA PATRIOT Act whole
heartedly, we will never need to worry 
about the ensuing chain of events leading 
to a more authoritarian government. 


-Jason Kohl 
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The Files 
~ Written by 


Anna Maxbauer 


Faking it: giving the impression of being impressed 
Chances are good you've faked an orgasm. chances are good that she didn't either. during or directly after getting off. of your relationship? 


Research suggests somewhere around 70 per
cent of women and 25 percent of men have 
done it at some point in their sexual lives. The 
lack of physical evidence produced by female 
orgasms makes it somewhat easier for women 
to deliver a fake performance, but men are also 
able to exploit certain sexual props (condoms, 
for example) to achieve their ends. 


Keeping track of a girl's body language 
during sex will help you figure out if she's 
cheating. A woman's orgasm entails the simul
taneous contractions of several fairly conspicu
ous muscles, some of which you should be able 
to feel from inside the vaginal canal. To figure 
out if a current or previous girlfriend has "had" 
you, try to remember what her muscle contrac
tions were like. If you didn't feel anything, 


Guys' orgasmic muscle contractions are 
somewhat more difficult to track in the heat of 
the moment. If you really want to find out if 
your boy is faking it, it may help to pay attention 
to his testicles, which normally become stiffer 
right before releasing semen through the penis. 
This stiffuess is sometimes correlated to how 
much juice is being released; so don't confuse 
a wee orgasm for no orgasm at all. 


Even if you have no problems with faking 
a climax, keep in mind such an approach could 
backfire disastrously. A cogent online survey 
conducted by Queendom.com found more than 
90 percent of both women and men would 
prefer their partners not fake it. In addition, 
nearly all respondents agreed it's better to find 
out about a partner's orgasm problem when it 
occurs, and not weeks or months later. 


If you happen to put out a decoy from 
time to time, that's cool, but your sex life 
really shouldn't tum into a creative expressions 
course. Chronic performances probably mean 
something is wrong, whether it is you, your 
partner, or the chemistry you share. Nobody 
should be expected to get off every time they 
get it on, and there are a lot of people who just 
don't get a lot out of sex. Though you should 
be open to doing everything in your power to 
help your partner hit that big 0 (and vise versa), 
remember that even the most virile and horny 
people aren't able to deliver 100010 of the time. 
If you're honest about it with your lover, you'll 
be a lot more likely to figure out what needs 
to change or improve in order for you both to 
be happy. 


If following your partner's carnal muscles 
is too taxing during the act, there are other signs 
to watch for. Both guys and girls are known 
to get more sensitive to stimulation right after 
a big finish - if your boyfriend gives an Oscar
worthy performance but doesn't chill out for at 
least a minute or two afterward, something may 
be awry. Most people also get a flushed face 


Faking it isn't necessarily a bad thing as 
long as you understand the dynamics that make 
you think it's necessary. Do you think you're 
under pressure to perform flawlessly in bed (or 
other aspects of the relationship)? Would not 
faking it really ruin the moment or jeopardize 
your connection with your partner? Are you 
putting too much weight on the physical side 


SPClIn Your Face and Other Absurdities 
continued from page 1 


success," says Pieknik. "I'm extremely proud of the work I did, 
and even more so of the work my actor put in, who's created 
a quiet sensation. And I'm excited about the way that people 
seem to be responding to it - it proves to me that it's not only a 
'good show,' but compelling theater as well." 


In the play, Krapp listens to tapes from past birthdays and 
reflects on his decisions and attitudes in the past. 


"It's about fulfillment and it's about failure. And it's about 
interruption. And potassiurn," says Pieknik. 


''Krapp's Last Tape" will be performed again tonight at 
8 p.m. and Saturday at 8 p.m. as the first part of the series "In 
Your Face and Other Absurdities." 


Jack Cardinal directs David Ives' "The Red Address," a 
play about a young businessman whose perfect existence is 
threatened by one secret. 


"I am extremely pleased with the way the show turned out," 
says Cardinal. "I am especially delighted at how far the actors 
carne with their characters throughout the rehearsal process." 


'The Red Address" will be performed again tonight at 8 
p.m. and Saturday at 8 p.m. as the second part of the series "In 
Your Face and Other Absurdities." 


Brian Ruby directs Sarah Kane's intense "Cleansed," an 
example of British "In Yer Face" theater that examines the true 
nature oflove as discovered within a mental institution. 


"I feel that the first weekend of performance went very 


well," says Ruby. "A large portion of the audience responded 
well to the power of the piece, and came out of the audi
torium feeling pretty much the way intended by both the 
playwright and myself. It is a play that isn't supposed to 
leave its audience feeling good inside. It forces the specta
tor to view the violent and cruel nature of our own society 
in a way that is much more personal than most people are 
used to." 


Several members of the audience left during the first 
night's production of "Cleansed," due to the shocking con
tent. Ruby hopes that most viewers of the play will be able 
to get past the violence and see the meaning of the play. 


"My biggest fear is that some members of the audience 
will be unable to get past the actual violence of the play to 
see the true nature of the piece," says Ruby. "While the play 
does contain so much cruelty, it is essentially an examination 
of love and what it can do to people, and especially how 
we, as people, confuse love." 


"Cleansed" will be performed again tonight at 8 p.m. 
and Saturday at 8 p.m. as the third part of the series "In 
Your Face and Other Absurdities." There will be a forum 
to discuss the play and its meaning after the performance 
on Saturday. 


All five plays are free and hold LAC status. Come see 
them this weekend and support the directors, their casts, 
and the crews. 


Theatre/winter shows 
continued from page 3 


start that journey of self discovery and that has nothing 
to do with the number of people that have been in the 
audience." 


Regardless of mission statements, policies. faculty 
and student opinions, publicity, ticket sales. or the type 
of plays performed, Lisa Ludwinski carries with her an 
honest inner desire that tears at the heart of this issue. 


She added, "I know I said the experience means 
more to me. At the same time, I really want everyone 
to see these shows we've worked so hard on. These 
shows are for them too. Unfortunately, I guess I just 
can't depend on it." 


The theatre department has been working hard this 
quarter to produce two groups of one-acts directed. 
performed, and designed by students. Each of these 
carries LAC status and is completely free. This week
end, Thursday through Friday, is the final weekend. 
Trent Pancy, an actor in "The Big Friendly Giant," 
shares an opinion which he feels expresses the vIews 
of the entire department: "Because these shows have 
been directed and acted by students, they really reflect 
"K"s student body. It would be wonderful to have full 
houses every night so we can share our experiences 
with everyone." 
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Philosopher's Stomping Ground promotes campus dialogue 


Sessily Watt 


STAFF WRlTER 


The signs are all over campus. 
They advertise discussions on politics, 
economics, and philosophy directed 
by members of the Kalamazoo Col
lege faculty. Some of the earlier 
signs, such as those advertising ''Fetus 
Bingo" earlier this quarter, aroused an 
immediate response- the poster placed 
in Hicks was ripped down. All of these 
signs were intended to catch a person's 
eye as he walked by. Each and every 
one has been put up by a student 
organization called the Philosopher's 
Stomping Ground, a name thatarouses 
as many questions as it answers. 


To begin with, the Philosopher's 
Stomping Ground, known as PSG, 
is not associated with the college's 
Philosophy Department According 
to Christina Dennaoui, one of the 
founding members, "[the PSG is] the 
local art and politics group. Its goal 
is to encourage dialogue between the 
liberals and conservatives through 
the arts. We're trying to create a safe 
political space where people aren't 
afraid to share their opinion because 
someone is going to rip them apart" 


This is why the PSG has pro
duced stickers students can put on 


their dorm room doors proclaim
ing the inside space a political safe 
haven. These stickers are similar to 
those given out by Kaleidoscope, the 
student Gay, Lesbian, Transgender 
and Ally organization, that declare a 
room to be a safe haven for GLBT 
and ally students. ''You don't have 
to be a part of the PSG to put up the 
safe space stickers," says Dennaoui. 
She descnbes the PSG's own discus
sions as an example of a safe political 
space. "We're careful to watch [the] 
language that's used. Simple rules of 
respect seem like a basic thing, but 
people forget that when they discuss 
politics. Gloves come off and claws 
come out" 


With such organizations as the 
College Republicans, the College 
Democrats, and the Mud and Mayhem 
Society, it may not seem like another 
political organization is needed. 
Dennaoui offers a criticism of 
these political groups: "A lot 
of politics on this campus is 
just people resorting to political 
invective and just seeing who 
can piss off who the fastest You 
never really see two opposing 
sides engage in a physical discus
sion. It's just one group speaking 
and the other listens." 


USSRffoo little too late? 
continued from page 5 


USSR's seat on the Security Council in 1991), the Russian 
Federation delegate to the Security Council during the simu
lated crisis impeded much of the debate. Maybe the climate 
of the international community has not changed since the days 
of the Cold War. With emerging super-powers challenging 
U.S. supremacy and a developing world quickly rising from 
the dust, international power is a scarce resource fought over 
by many potential holders. So what lessons can come of the 
complete destruction of Seoul? Such answers as S~curity 
Council reform, a standing U.N. Army, and a greater interna-
tional acceptance of unilateral action come to mind. Maybe, 
but if the United Nations is ever going to be truly effective 
in protecting the peace and security of the world, its member 
states must stand down and place international concerns over 
their national interests. The Security Council's actions in the 
Korean War display the implausibility of such a view working 
in practice. While the ''hands across the water" approach mig.'tt 
produce a stronger international body, it would also create a 
system of many weak states that must rely on a complex and 
sluggish mechanism in times of crisis. 


The example she offers was 
the chalk messages written on the 
College's sidewalks by the College 
Republicans during the visit by Phyllis 
Schlafly. ''The Republican chalkings," 
she says, ''were immature invective 
designed to piss the liberals off to 
incite a reaction. The Philosopher's 
Stomping Ground is about getting past 
pissing people off. There needs to be 
more than that" 


The PSG has been worlcing on 
events and organizing meetings to see 
how the campus community will react 


One of these events is what they call 
the Bitter Diatribe Series. ''The Bitter 
Diatribe Series is about utilizing the 
"K" College campus professors as 
a resource outside the classroom by 
giving them a place to talk about 
things they are passionate about. 
These are people, they have opin-


ions," says Dennaoui. ''There are an 
amazing number ofbrilliant professors 
out there. This is about exposing the 
community to knowledge and expos
ing myself; because I like learning, and 
I hope others do too." 


As well as the Bitter Diatribe 
Series, which will continue, the PSG 
is also planning programs with the 
Women's Resource Center and an art 
show which is tentatively scheduled 
for eighth week of spring quarter. 
The theme of the show will be ''The 
America That I Know Is .... " Art, in 
any media, can be submitted to the 
student-run show to fill in the blank. 


Though the PSG isn't associated 
with the Philosophy Department, Den
nanui describes the members as phi
losophers because "[the members are] 
lovers ofknowledge. We love learning 
things and want the campus to share in 


this joy. The Philosopher's Stomp
ing Ground is the ideal of creating a 
community where people can engage 
in casual conversation and emerge 
with amazing insights and things 
they hadn't seen before." 


To many this may seem like a 
utopian vision, and Dennaoui rec
ognizes its idealistic aspects. "The 
failure," she says, "is in not tryiiig. 
Cynicism isn't srnarter- it's just safer. 
The PSG is about people throwing 
out ideas and through philosophizing 
and stomping you create your own 
philosophy. You can think for your
self. People don't believe that." 


To those who still don't find 
their mission appealing, she says, 
"[The members of the PSG] are 
all really funny. If changing the 
world isn't your shtick, come for 
the humor." 
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Basketball teams suffer losses; swimming takes second, third at MIAA 


Karen Nave 


SPORTS EDITOR 


Women's Basketball 
The Kalamazoo College Women's 
Basketball Team ended the regu
lar season with two disappoint
ing losses. The Hornets trav
eled to Indiana where they were 
upset by a tough Saint Mary's 
team. This past Saturday they 
lost their final home game of 
the season verses Alma College. 
Saint Mary's showed up on 
Wednesday against the Hornets, 
trying to improve their standings 
in the MlAA. With home court 
advantage, the Belles managed 


to hold off a strong UK" team 
and dominate most of the game. 
Saint Mary's led at halftime by 
six points, 29-23. The Hornets 
did their best to overcome the six 
points but could not find the buck
ets to put them on top. The final 
score, Saint Mary'S 64, UK" 59. 


Sophomore Mary Brown 
led the Hornets with a game-high 
20 points and five assists. Co-cap
tain junior Angie Neu contributed 
II points for the Hornets. Co-cap
tain junior Ashley Riley picked up 
10 points and had six rebounds. 


The Lady Hornets 
returned home for their last regular 
season game against the Alma Col
lege Scots for alumni day on Sat
urday in Anderson Athietic Center. 


Kalamazoo welcomed back a 
number of different Hornets from 
the past that came to give their sup
port to the current team. Unfor
tunately, that was not enough; the 
Hornets fell to the Scots, 81-7l. 


UK" came out of the gate 
strong and dominated the begin
ning of the game, serving Alma 11 
unanswered points. The Hornets 
continued to play well and forced 
Alma to make mistakes. UK" 
went into the locker room up 
37-34 at the end of the first half. 


However, the Hornets 
were unable to hang onto the 
lead and watched it slip away in 
the second half. The Scots were 
able to start connecting and man
aged to finish the game with 55.8 


percent shooting 


student-produced plays performed in rotating repertory for 


~ .. _ Nelda K. Balch PIIIybcM.u an the Kalamazoo CoUeae campus ti?-------
from the field. 
UK" managed to 
shoot 46.4 per
cent. Alma also 
held a rebound
ing advantage 
over UK" 34-
31. The game 
ended in favor 
of Alma 81-71. 


The Big f'riendJy Giant 
by Roald Dahl 


directed by Nora Hauk 


The ~gringa Trefl 
by Pamela Glen 


- . AII....,-tootl by Emily CalTlpbe!l1 h 


This co(lectlon at 
play Is 


appropc1ate for 
aU qest 


••••• • e. 
'&1'«",,', .taft t 


by Sanu!l Beckett 
cHrected by Matt Pleknlk 


t6e lle5 ~551'U' 
byDaYicl Ms 


dftected by Jack Cardinal 


CreClnae5 
by Sarah Kane 


Mary Brown 
led the Hornets 
with a team
high 22 points 
and picked up 
eight rebounds. 
Angie N eu and 
Ashley Riley had 
13 points apiece 
and co-captain 
junior Lindsay 
Basler finished 
with 11 points. 
The Hornets fin


ished the season 
in fifth place with 
a record of 5-9 in 
the MIAA and 
12-13 overall. 
They began tour
nament play on 
Tuesday at Alma 
College. Con
gratulations on a 
great season and 
good luck during 
the tournament! 


Men's Basketball 


The Kalamazoo College Men's 
Basketball team ended a tough 
season with two close losses this 
past week. The men could not get 
past a tough Adrian squad on the 
road and lost to an equally tough 
Albion College team at their last 
home and regular season game. 


The Hornets managed to 
dig themselves out of a huge 12-
point hole on Wednesday against 
the Adrian College Bulldogs, at 
Adrian. They trailed at halftime 
but with just over four minutes 
left in the game, UK" managed to 
tie the score at 64 a piece. In the 
end, the Bulldogs rallied and were 
able to top the Hornets 74-71. 


UK" shot 50 percent 
from the field while Adrian shot 
50.9 percent. uK"also com
mitted 15 turnovers to just 1 0 
on Adrian's side. Adrian out
rebounded the Hornets 27-26. 


Sophomore Kyle Konwin
ski led the Hornets with 15 points. 
Tony Wichmann had another 
outstanding game and added 14 
points and 10 rebounds, pick
ing up the double double. Jevon 
Caldwell-Gross put up 13 points 
and Tim Herman ended with 10. 


UK" returned home to 
face a strong Albion College team. 
The Hornets ended their regular 
season with a heartbreaking loss 
that came down to the last min
utes of the game. The Hornets 
did battle and reminded the Brits 
they are a contending team. With 
two seconds remaining in the first 
half, Albion sank a field goal to 
tie the game at 33 points each. 


The Hornets came out of 
the locker room and continued to 
play well. However, Albion turned 
up the heat and held the advantage 
for most of the second half. With 
seconds left on the clock, Tony 
Wichmann scored a three-point 
basket to put the Hornets within one 
point. Unfortunately, the officials 
did not count the basket due to an 
out-of-bounds call just before the 
shot was in the air. The game ended 
64-59 in favor of Albion College. 


UK" shot 3 8.6 percent from 


the field and sank nine of twelve free 
throws. Albion held the rebounding 
advantage at 37-34. Once again, 
Kyle Konwinski led the Hornets 
with 16 points, eight rebounds and 
four assists. Konwinski's efforts 
from this past week earned him 
MlAA Player of the Week Honors. 
Chris Elliott finished his regular 
season career with 11 points and six 
rebounds. Jevon Caldwell-Gross 
ended his game with 10 points. 


The Men finish the 
season in sixth place with a 2-
10 record in the MIAA and 7-18 
overall. They began the MlAA 
tournament this past Tuesday 
against Calvin in Grand Rapids. 


Swimming 


The Kalamazoo College men's 
team was in second place after 
Friday's events with 345 points, 
trailing Hope (382) by 37 points. 
The Kalamazoo women were in 
third place. Scott Whitbeck won 
the 400 1M, and Andrew Kurtz 
won the 100 breaststroke with an 
NCAA qualifying time, and the 
Hornets won the 800 freestyle relay 
(Stover, Waller, Arce, Whitbeck) on 
Friday. Elizabeth Garlow won the 
100 breaststroke for the women. 
The Kalamazoo College men's 
team won championships in four 
events on Thursday and is in first 
place overall with an eight-point 
lead over Hope. Winning for the 
men were: Scott Whitbeck (500 
freestyle), Victor Stover (200 
IM), Andrew Kurtz (50 freestyle), 
and Tony Holt (lM Diving). The 
women's team won the 200 free
style relay (Garlow, Dominguez, 
Bauer, Johnson) and is third overall. 


The Kalamazoo College 
men's team finished second at 
the MlAA Championships while 
the women's team finished third. 
Saturday's event winners were: 
Scott Whitbeck (1650 freestyle, 
MIAA record), Andrew Kurtz 
(200 breaststroke), Tony Holt (1M 
diving), and Elizabeth Garlow 
(200 breaststroke). For complete 
results, please check out the 
Kalamazoo College sports page at 


www.kzoo.edulsports. 












Several students, in a letter 
to the editor express discon
tent with their experience at 
President Bush's Kalamazoo 
speech Monday. 


-page 6-


Gregory LaVoy discusses 
the state of terrorism abroad 
in an opinion mainly focusing 
on Iraq, Israel and Spain. 


-page 4-


Editor in 'Chief Katie Dorman 
addresses the campus in 
response to accusations 
about the conservative bias 
of opinions often expressed 
in The Index. 


-page 5-
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The three candidates for the 
2004-2005 Student Commis
sion president sound off on 
their issues, backgrounds 
and why they would make 
the perfect president. 


-- page 7-


With spring sports in high 
competition, sports editor 
Colin Baumgartner goes 
through the final matches of 
the men's tennis season. 


-page 8-
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Ward Connerly speaks on MRCI at 'K' 
Chelsea Phelps 


Index Staff 


The Kalamazoo College Republicans are 
hosting speaker Ward Connerly on the ''K'' College 
Campus May 6. Connedy is a national spokesman 
for the Michigan Civil Rights Initiative (MCRI) 
and will be making "K" College his only public 
appearance during the MCRI's campaign. 


According to the official MCRI website, the 
MCRI is, "A proposal to amend the constitution to 
prohibit the University of Michigan and other state 
universities, the state, and all other state entities 
from discriminating or granting preferential treat
ment based on race, sex, color, ethnicity, or national 
origin. The proposal would amend the state consti
tution by adding section 25 to Article 1." 


The mission statement of the group, as posted 
on the official website, explains the group's moti
vations for the movement. "Our goal is to finally 
realize the promise made four decades ago with 
the signing of the 1964 Civil Rights Act. Sadly, the 
Civil Rights Act has been interpreted by the courts 
to apply only to private sector. So an enormous 
exception to the 'equal protection' clause of the 
14th Amendment has been carved out. As strange 
as it seems, the kind of ugly discrimination that is 
flatly illegal when practiced by private companies 
and organizations is still permitted when done by 
the government itself-in employment, contracting, 
and admissions to taxpayer financed schools! The 
Michigan Civil Rights Initiative would put an end 
to this once and for all by amending the Michigan 
Constitution to prolubit discrimination by state and 
local governments against anyone based on their 
race, sex, color, etbnicity or national origin. This 


ban would 
apply to all 
functions 
and all 
levels of 
state and 
local gov
ernment in 
Michigan
including 
hiring, 
contract
ing, and 
admissions 
to public 
schools." 


The 
MCRI and 
their cause 
are perti
nent to ''K'' 
College 
because the 
''K''College 
Republi-


-- Detroit Free Press/KRT 


Ward Connerly speaks at a rally on the steps of the library at the University 
of Michigan at Ann Arbor on Tuesday, July 8, 2003. He was on the campus to 
announce a campaign against the university's affirmative action plan. 


cans were 
the first group to publicly endorse the MCRI. 


"We decided to publicly endorse the Michi
gan Civil Rights Initiative because we believe that 
equality is an American Ideal," said "K" College 
Republican PresidentDan Carlson. ''In this country, 
we are supposed to be judged by how we perform 
and what we accomplish, not by incidental char
acteristics. The Grand Old party from the time of 
Lincoln has stood for equality; we are merely carry
ing on that tradition. Since we resolved to publicly 


endorse this movement, numerous other Republican 
organizations have followed our lead including West
ern Michigan University Republicans and Michigan 
State University Republicans to name two examples. 
Through our efforts, the Republican party continues 
its proud tradition offreedom and equality." 


In order for the MCRI to get the proposed 
amendment on the ballot, they must collect 317, 


See Conner/y, p. 2 


Diamond teams finishing up successful season 
Colin Baumgartner 


Sports Editor 


The softball team finished 
their season on a high note, beating 
Goshen College in extra innings 
of the second game of a double
header on Saturday, April 24. The 
5-4 victory was sparked by three 
hits from senior Jill Sakolove and 
two perfect innings of relief from 
winning pitcher Elli Toskey, also 


a senior. 
The Hornets scored two runs 


in the seventh to send the game to 
extra innings, and then scored one 
more in the eighth for the win. 


Toskey pitched the entire 
first game against Goshen, giving 
up just three hits in a 1-0 loss. The 
Hornets had seven hits in the game, 
but couldn't put a run across. 


The team finishes at 5-26 
overall, but the win against Goshen 


was a positive for the team after 
going 0-14 in conference play. It 
was their first win since Apri I 1, 
against Hillsdale. 


The baseball team, mean
while, was pleased to stop a simi
lar steak, after going winless in the 
month of April. The team defeated 
Alma 6-5 in its final conference 
game of the year on Monday. 
Freshman Damon Krohn pitched 
all nine innings for the Hornets, 


giving up just three earned runs 
while striking out eleven. A three 
hit, three RBI performance from 
senior co-captain Terry Brock 
sparked the offense. 


The Hornets then lost a close 
10-8 contest at home against 
Spring Arbor on Tuesday. That 
loss put the team at 3-29 overall 
and 2-16 in the conference. They 
finish up with a three game set this 
weekend at Tri-State. 
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ConnerlylWard Connerly: The Inan behind the plan 
continued from page 1 . 


757 signatures by July 6, 2004. The ''K'' College Republicans 
have been actively helping the MCRl by collecting signatures 
and were recently shown on FOX News collecting signatures in 
Kalamazoo. 


So who is Ward Connedy and why is he coming to 
Kalamazoo? 


''Ward Connerly is a California businessman who is on the 
University of California board of regents," said ''K'' College 
Republican coordinator of the event Jeff Mapes. "He is spear
heading a campaign of racial preferences in university admissions 
and contracting. He has agreed to speak on our campus because 
we were the first group to publicly endorse the MCRl. This is 
his only speaking engagement in Michigan. Dan [Carlson] and 
I have been worlcing very closely on this and we are thrilled that 
Mr. Connerly is coming to Michigan." 


Ward Connerly has a unique stance on the issue ofaffinnative 
action. He is neither pro-affinnative action nor is he a non-partisan. 
In a rebuttal that Mr. Connerly gave at www.motheIjones.com 
(and affiliate of Mother Jones Magazine) he state, "First, 1 do not 
want to 'end all affinnative action,' nor have I supported efforts 
that resulted in 'slamming the doors of opportunity in the faces 
of rnillions of 'people of color' in t the nation's most populous 
state [California].' To the contrary, I have been a leading force in 
California, even according to some of my critics, in promoting the 
expansion of need-based outreach programs that are designed to 
benefit low-income students of all 'races' in California's under
performing elementary, rniddle, and high schools." 


Connerly is described as "An outspoken advocate of 
equal opportunity for everyone, regardless of race or sex," by 
www.publicaffairs.com (paid for by the California Civil Rights 
Initiative). 


Connerly introduced a resolution that overturned affinnative 
action in California State's university system. He also founded 
and is chairman of the California Civil Rights Initiative, which 
successfully passed Proposition 209, which ended all affinnative 
action programs in the California state government Connerlyalso 
helped anti-affinnative action advocates pass Proposition 1-200 
in Washington www.ACRl.org. 


Connerly is coming to the ''K'' College campus to speak on 
behalf of the MCRl. Tbe ''K'' College Republicans are enthusiasti
cally hosting the event 


''We are very excited to be hosting Ward Connerly here at 
''K'' College," said Carlson. "I have heard him speak before; he 
is a tremendous speaker with a message that will benefit all of our 
community to hear. I encourage our student population to go to this 
event with an open mind and listen to what he has to say." 


Others are excited about the issue due to its long term 
affects. 


"Obviously we are extremely excited about hosting this 
event, not only for our ''K'' College Contingent but also for ''K'' 
College as an institution," said Republicans treasurer Blake Hurt 
"It is my belief that the cause which Ward Connerly is promoting 
should be on the lips of every college-aged student, for it wi ll 
affect many of us for years to come. I also think that hearing about 
the MCRl from the man who has successfully endorsed sirnilar 
initiatives in California and Washington will bring the issue into 
a whole new light." 


Republicans Secretary John Lund agrees with Hurt that Con
nerly will bring a new perspective to the issue. 


"I think it is important that Ward Connerly visits "K" Col
lege because he brings a conservative viewpoint on a hot topic. 
It is imperative that all viewpoints are heard and fully understood 
before one can make a judgment on an issue. ''K'' College is 
notoriously liberal and will only benefit by Connerly's visit and 
conservative stance. This event will either challenge or confirm 
people's beliefs." 


Mapes stresses that the issue is relevant to the ''K'' College 
campus. 


"TIns is an important event. The issue of diversity pertains 
to our campus. True diversity is not just skin deep, it is also 
intellectually, socially and economically. Race as one aspect of 
diversity shortchanges people on campus. Ward Connerly will 
put the other side of the issue out there for people to hear." 


Connerly's subject matter is a hot topic that, of course, 
means there is some controversy. The Coalition to Defend 
Affirmative Action, Integration and Immigration Rights And 
Fight For Equality By Any Means Necessary (BAMN) is 
coming to ''K'' College as well on May 6 to protest Connerly. 
The University of Michigan Chapter ofBAMN will organize 
the protest. 


According to the official BAMN website (www.bamn.com). 
the organization is, "a mass, democratic, integrated national 
organization dedicated to building a new mass civil rights 
movement to defend affirmative action, integration, and the 
other gains of the civil rights movement of the 1960's and to 
advance the struggle for equality in American society by any 
means necessary." 


The BAMN organization, in its support of affirmative 
action, vehemently opposes the MCRl and Ward Connerly. On 
a Civil Right Alert on the website, BAMN describes Connerly 
as 'The architect of the attack on affirmative action across the 
country and in Michigan." 


The alert also goes on to describe their motivation for 
coming to Kalamazoo. 


"We must send Ward Connerly and his racist Michigan 
backers a message 


their lies. Ward Connerly is coming in attempt to resurrect the 
campaign." 


An organization with the name ''By Any Means Necessary" 
coming to campus is intimidating. Cordor says that the name 
implies the motive of the group rather than their actions. 


"Our name shows that we're serious, that we're never 
going to give up," said Cordor. "We will start picketing at 5: 
30 p.rn, then go inside for the speech. Hopefully there will be a 
question and answer session at which time we will expose the 
truth. Anti-affirmative action has a gloss of abstract nonsense. 
We're going to talk about the truth and focus on real issues; 
segregation, equality of education, bars of standardized tests, 
and limits for minorities." 


Because the reputation of the organization precedes it, the 
Republicans are taking extra measures to ensure the safety of 
those attending the event. 


'The security budget has been increased for the event," 
said Mapes. ''We have met with the security office on campus 
and informed them of the situation. They have assured us that 
they will keep BAMN under control and if things get out of 
hand they will call the Kalamazoo Public Police for backup. 
We hope it will not come to that, but it is common practice with 
Ward Connerly. They try to make so much noise that no one 
will hear him speak." 


Cordor says the protest will be peaceful. 
''We have never been prone to any violence. We were named 


to convey the attack on Affirmative Action." 
Despite what is going on aside from Connedy's speech, 


Mapes says that the event should be attended because "diversity 
is an issue that no one can avoid whether it be in admissions 
or employment. Diversity issues affect everyone's life and it 
is important to hear all sides of the argument. In attending this 
event people will be able to hear another side of the issue and 
form their own opinions about the subject." 


Ward Connerly will speak tonight at 6:30 p.m. in Dalton 
Theatre. The event is open to the public and free of charge. 


that the duplicitous 
attempt to outlaw 
all affirmative 
action for women 
and minorities has 
no future in Michi
gan." 


HAROLD PINTER"S mmu nmom of 
KAlAMAZOO (OHm 


Cyril Cordor, 
the BAMN orga
nizer at the Univer
sity of Michigan, 
says thatConnerly's 
visit is not to inform 
the public of the 
issue but to keep 
the issue alive. 


"The MCRI 
campaign is dead 
in the water," 
Cord or said. "We 
are leading a 
really aggress ive 
campaign against 
them and exposing 


da,-~alurday UM 
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'K' student volunteers staff Bush's local speech 
(left) Presdient George W. Bush speaks at Wmgs Stadium in Kalamazoo this 
past Monday. Bush came through Kalamazoo on his bus tour of three states in 
the Midwest this past week as part of his re-election campaign. Roughly 5,000 
people attended the event in which the president explained his accomplishments 
of the current presidency and offered his hopeful goals of a re-elected term. 


(right) Clad in their signature black shirts, Kalamazoo College Republican's voulnteers 
Blake Hurt, Pat Chase, John Lund and Dan Carlson gather in front of the podium 
right before hearing Bush speak. Roughly 40 members of the group volunteered 
at the event ushering, rallying and aiding the media throughout the day at Wmgs 
Stadium 


-- photos counesy of Dan Carlson 


The Files 
Written by 


Anna Maxbauer 


Hooray for boobies: breast basics 
Chances are good that you or someone you know has a 


set of breasts. Maybe you've even noticed them at one time 
or another. TIlls edition of the Sex Files covers what breasts 
are all about and touches on what breast owners need to know 
about rack maintenance. 


Breasts have as many forms as they have nicknames. 
Though Bond movies and cable tv would have us believe that 
all breasts are perky, round, and possess proportionate nipples, 
such specimens aren't the norm. Interior composition of each 
breast is essentially the same, but it's pretty much a given that 
no two women have the same quantity or layout of mammary 
glands or fatty tissue in their breasts. 


On the outside, breasts can be spherical, conic, completely 
fiat, point in different directions, or face downward. It's also 
standard to have mismatched breasts, or have one that is larger 
than the other. Nipples, which are full of nerves, are about 
the same between most women, but areolas (that darker skin 
encircling each nipple) can range from dime-size to half-dollar 


and beyond; there's really no such thing as a standard size. 
Breasts, like penises, are influenced substantially by genetics 


but are also sensitive to hormonal changes and weight gain/loss. 
Hormone fluctuations brought about by birth control, pregnancy, 
or a girl's monthly cycles are known to effect breast size and 
sensitivity. If you're female, you've probably noticed that your 
breasts gain or lose with even minor weight fluctuation. TIlls is 
normal - just understand that it's virtually impossible to lose or 
gain weight without effecting how the twins look or feel. 


The recent surge of interest in nipple piercings has led many 
people to question the long-term effects of nipple-jewelry interac
tion. Scarring from a piercing may impede a nipple's ability to 
deliver milk later on in life, and some experts believe sucking on 
a piece of jewelry may be detrimental to a baby's health. Basi
cally, the jury is still out about nipple piercings, because at this 
point there isn't enough definitive evidence to render the practice 
good or bad. 


The increase in breast cancer among American women (I 


in eight will get it in her lifetime) has prompted many ladies t 
pay more attention to their rack. The American Cancer Socie 
(www.cancer.org) recommends that all females over 20 y 
of age conduct self -exams at least once a month to keep tabs 0 


their mammary goings-on and hit up a health practitioner once 
year for a serious examination. Though abnormal breast behavio 
among college students is rare, it's not that rare, so make s 
you stay on top of things even if you think you're too young 
find anything. More serious checkups like mammograms aren' 
needed until about age 35. 


Experts urge breast owners to check themselves out in th 
week following their period (when breasts are least sensitive to 
prodding), preferably in the shower or while lying on one's back. 
If you think your partner knows your breasts better than you d 
(it could happen), or if rubbing yourself down isn't your idea 0 


a good time, invite him/ber to do it for you - just make sure sib 
knows what to looks for. For details about how to check yourse 
go to www.komen.orglbsel. 
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The state of terrorisIn abroad 


Gregory LaVoy 
Opinion Writer 


Two and a half years have passed since the worst terrorist 
attacks in oue nation's history. In this time, the American people 
and the world have witnessed a fascinating shift in the foreign 
policy of the United States and the uncomprornisingwaythe U.s. 
government now bandies terrorist threats around the world. 


Beyond the exciting developments and accomplishments 
that the global War on Terror bas brought, sadly, terrorism still 
exists. By my count, three recent events illustrate the areas of 
concern regarding terrorism at the present 


The United States and Iraq 
In the midst of the recent deadly weeks in Fallujah and 


other areas resisting stability in Iraq, criticisms have resurfaced 
of the admii1istration about the costs of what America is doing 
in the country. Not surprisingly, Democrats like John Kerry, Ted 
Kennedy, and Richard Clarke have used these events to refuel 
anti-Bush sentiment among their followers on the left, and, I can 
only assume, among U.S. enemies as well. 


President Bush's news conference correctly (and continu
ously) stated that America must remain resolve in the War on 
Terror, particularly concerning the situation in Iraq. He stated, 
"a desperate enemy is also a dangerous enemy, and oue work 
may become more difficult before it is finished ... yet, in this 
conflict, there is no safe alternative to resolute action." This point 
was reiterated during the President's visit to Kalamazoo earlier 
this week, and it appears the necessity of the Bush Doctrine, as 
well as steady, compelling action against all terrorists is more 
self-evident than ever. 


The tragic fact is that insurgency will happen; Saddarn loy
alists, imported terrorists, and Islamic extremists-all of whom 
share a hate of America-will periodically rise in revolt. The 
faster the American transitional command can transfer power 
safely, the easier it will be for Iraqis to see that it is in their best 
interest to support the new authority and government The 
important factor is that these events do not deter the American 
desire to fight terrorism and help the Iraqis andAfghanis achieve 
true freedom. 


Israel 
Recent news of the assassinations of wheelchair-ridden 


Hamas leader Sheikh Ahmed Yassin and his successor Abdel 
~ Rantisi once again highlight the troubles of the Israeli
Palestinian conflict and the unrest in the Middle East 


The geopolitical reality is that Israel has been, for the 
entirety of its history, in a constant state of war-a war that 


bas been waged directly against civilians and those in the 
military alike. Israel bas fought this war against its extremist 
Arab neighbors and other states, the United Nations (who, in 
Resolution 3379 declared Zionism a 
form of racism, and continues to pass 
resolutions condemning nearly every 
security measure Israel takes, usually 
over U.S. objection), terrorist orga
nizations, and world public opinion. 
Recent criticisms of the forceful steps 
that Israel bas taken against terrorists 
only highlight this history. 


As with any sovereign state, Israel 
bas a right to defend itself, and-what 
a surprise-its biggest enemy at the 
moment is a non-state-based terror
ist organization called Hamas. To 
chastise Israeli leaders for ordering 
military strikes against their enemies, 
erecting security fences, freezing ter
rorist assets, and taking other proactive 
steps against terrorists would be unfair 
and irresponsible. 


11 Ib opened the eyes of the world to the situation in the Middle 
East, particularly the realities of terrorism in Israe~ut how 
quickly we forget 


Spain 
Hours after taking office, 


new Prime Minister Jose Luis 
Rodriguez Zapatero directed 
the country's military person
nel in Iraq to withdraw from 
the country. This action, 
from what was formerly one 
of the U.S. 's biggest allies, 
demonstrates a deep concern 
about losing sight of the bigger 
picture in the War on Terror. 


While I have to respect 
the right of the Spanish 
people to democratically elect 
the candidates and platforms 
they desire, I must question 
the rashness with which the 
decision was made. Election 
polls days and weeks before 
the election showed that Jose 
Maria Aznar's conservative 
government (although not 
Aznar himself, who was term
limited) would be re-elected 
by wide margins; however, 
following the terrorist attacks 
of March II Ib, the opinion 
dramatically shifted to an 


- Chris Ware/KIIT anti-War on Terror socialist 


The cornmon argument against 
constant support for such action is 
that it will not aid the peace process. 
However, this statement overlooks 
two important facts. First, the peace 
process is stalled largely due to the 
continuing terrorist attacks which 
constitute acts of warfare. Secondly, 
the government must be allowed to 
protect its citizens, and this means (like 
the United States did) taking practical, 
offensive steps against terrorists like 
Yassin or Rantisi. 


Let me use an analogy to sum up 
the position: the leaders ofHamas are 


Political cartoonist Chris Ware's caricature of the 
Spanish Prime Minister-elect Zapatero Jose Luis. 


leader and party. 
The message this sends, 


of course, is that terror-


to Israel what Osama bin Laden and al Qaeda are to the United 
States; to terrorists, if America is the "great Satan," then Israel is 
Beelzebub. I would like to think that if America had bin Laden 
on its radar that the military might drop a few bombs and pick 
up the pieces later-wheelchair or not. So the question stands: 
why force this double standard on Israel? 


I have little doubt that if Americans or Eueopeans lived in 
the daily conditions in which Israelis cucrently live, Israel would 
have vast support in its campaign for state security. September 
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ist attacks will politicaIly 
strengthen those who are soft on terrorism. I have no doubt 
terrorists around the world relish in the possibility of John Kerry 
winning in November, just as they undoubtedly celebrated 
Zapatero's win. 


Senor Zapatero should take a page from President Bush's 
speech about the need for resolve. There is no bargaining or 
negotiating with those who hate America (and Spain) more than 
they love their lives-this is a hard lesson I fear the world will 
be taught for many years to come. 
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China finds deInocracy hard to stoInach 


Aaron Aupperlee 
Opinions Writer 


In classic Chinese Communist Party fash
ion, China's govemmenthas taken legal action to 
reign in a democracy movement in Hong Kong. 
In the midst of dealing with a newly re-elected, 
pro-independence president in Taiwan, China 
decided a few weeks ago to squelch democracy 
and political reform where it could The Standing 
Committee of the National People's Congress, 
China's poor excuse for a legislature, passed 
a legal interpretation of Hong Kong basic law 
allowing China to control the pace of political 
change in Hong Kong. 


When China took control over Hong Kong 
from the British in 1997, certain concessions 
were made. China adopted a "one country, two 
systems" program and assured Hong Kong 50 
years of autonomy. The "one country, two sys
tems" stance allows Hong Kong to retain much 
of the liberal economic policies instituted under 


British rule, and Beijing grants Hong Kong a 
considerable amount of political freedom. This 
appears to have all changed 


The new interpretation forces Hong Kong's 
chief executive, read president, to seek Beijing's 
approval before instituting any sort of political 
change. China's given itself the final word on 
Hong Kong. The change in policy resulted 
from a large call from Hong Kong residents for 
direct elections in 2007. According to Standing 
Committee officials, this move was done out of 
domestic stability concerns. After al~ the CCP 
cannot have people screaming for democracy; 
it just does not bode well for them. However, 
the CCP should be weary of trying to suppress 
democracy with power. Two events China's 
recent political history show the backlash to 
Beijing's use of force against democracy. 


Few peOple can forget the horrible mili
tary retaliation in June of 1989 in Tiananmen 
Square. Faced with scores of protesters calling 
for democracy on the steps of the capital, the 


People's Liberation Army (PLA) turned against 
the people and suppressed the uprising. With 
international press cameras in the square, the 
whole world saw the gross violations of the 
Chinese peoples' human rights. In Tianan
men's aftermath, countries across the globe 
condenmed the military's action and called for 
human rights reforms. For China, this was trau
matic. Deng Xiaoping's reforms in the 1980s 
had granted China international legitimacy, and 
it was emerging as a strong and responsible 
player in the international community. Tianan
men Square set China back to square one. They 
have been recovering ever since. 


The Taiwan issue presents another tense 
situation involving political reform. China has 
been dealing with the "renegade province" and 
its tendencies toward independence and demo
cratic reform since 1949. Jump forward to 2000 
and the election between the ruling nationalist 
KMT party and the newly formed, pro-inde
pendence, Democratic People's Party (OPP). 


LETTEFt FFtOM Tf-lE EDITOFt 


China, fearing a DPP win and a greater push 
for independence, decided to flex its military 
muscle. A series of missile tests near Taiwanese 
territory were aim at discouraging voters from 
choosing the DPP candidate and advocating 
independence. Unfortunately for China, its 
strong-arm approach produced the opposite 
result. When the votes were counted, a new 
party took control of Taiwan for the first time 
in Taiwanese history. Since the DPP took power 
in 2000, it has been nothing but a headache 
for China. Recently, the national presidential 
election was conducted in conjunction with a 
public referendum on independence. Although 
the referendum failed, the DPP won the election 
once again. 


Now China is using force to quell democ
racy in Hong Kong. The situation is different 
than Taiwan; China does not have to use military 
force to attract Hong Kong's attention. China 


See China, p.7 


Throughout the year I've received many comments about 
The Index having a rather conservative bias, especially this 
past week due to President Bush's visit. Earlier in the year, 
these comments were only with regards to the opinions section, 
more specifically with several writers who voiced hard leaning 
views to the right My response was to let it be - the opinions 
of the writers are simply that and the newspaper is an open 
forum for those who wish to express their opinions. 


The opinions that run don't just materialize out of thin air, nor is 
it a case of picking and choosing opinions. The population of this 
campus rarely affords the paper the luxury of being able to pick 
and choose opinions to run. Beggars cannot be choosers. 


When faced with this dilemma, I constantly ask, where are 
the liberals? Judging from the chalk battle on campus and the 
enraged sentiment that dominated campus with PhylJisSchlafly's 
visit, I feel rather confident asserting that the majority of this 
campus leans to the left. Assuming this to be true, would it not 
make sense that on such a liberal campus that its newspaper be 
would be reflective of this majority? 


liberal opinions that do make their way over to the paper from 
time to time, once again, the majority of the one's appearing 
are only reactionary. Do not be only reactionary - be proactive. 
Share your opinions. In the time that people have taken to 
complain and whine to me about how right leaning The Index 
is, they could have easily funneled that energy and thought used 
to complain into writing something constructive that expresses 
their viewpoint. 


It is only this quarter that more and more of the staff 
members and students have said something about there being 
a conservative bias in the newspaper. Many wonder why the 
College Republicans end up in the paper week after week and 
why many of the opinions are so conservative in nature. 


As for coverage, the College Republicans are arguably 
among the most active student organizations on campus, con
tinuaJly participating in and hosting events that merit coverage. 
This process is ongoing throughout the year whereas a lot of 
organizations have only one or two events per year meriting 
coverage. 


As for opinions, the overwhelming majority of those writ
ing and submitting pieces lean to the right when it comes to 
politics. Being ridiculously short staffed, we run what we get. 


Often the only time the paper is ever faced with the liberal 
voice on campus is when it drowns in throngs ofletters to the 
editor in response to a conservative opinion written the week 
before. In the fall, one conservative opinion on homosexual 
marriage merited opposition that dragged on with letters for 
two weeks. Sadly though, this is only a reaction to something 
that isn't popular opinion on campus (another point that liber
als do exist on this campus and furthermore that they do have 
opinions). 


I encourage, and in fact strongly urge, those with a liberal 
viewpoint to write and submit opinions. While there are the 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


There is no conspiracy on campus between the paper 
and the Republican Party. As I said before, we simply do not 
have the luxury to be able to pick and choose from a variety 
of opinions to be able to put forth both sides of an issue. So 
many students claim this is a vital part of the learning process. 
Why then does one side continuaJly go missing? 


I challenge the liberal minds on this campus to provide 
the paper with the opportunity to run a conservative opinion 
next to a liberal one, not just in politics but also in all issues. 
Ifbeing able to examine both sides really is that important to 
students, why are those with liberal viewpoints not writing? It 
is evident that these opinions and people exist on campus, and 
yet I still find myself asking, where are the liberals? 


Katie Dorman, Editor in Chief 


One of the fundamental pieces of the femi
nist movement is the sentiment: imagine what 
women could do, could accomplish, if they did 
not have to waste their time first healing from 
the wounds of the patriarchy and then continu
ing the battle against existing oppressions. It is 
thus unfortunate and tragic that the women of 
this campus and its feminist groups spend a fair 
amount of time judging the others on their degree 
of radicalism and methodology. This has been 
witnessed in print and in daily conversations 


on campus, and my hands are by no means 
cl~I, too, have joined my peers in judging 
other women's approaches and views toward 
feminism. Of course, it is imperative that we 
continue to engage in questioning what "femi
nism" actually is as the movement continues to 
evolve, but we must not allow this questioning 
to become yet another barrier between women 
in the battle for societal transformation. 


The division between feminists on this 
campus is reflective of the division between 


liberals on this campus. The sight of the Col
lege Republicans wearing their team shirts has 
irritated more than a few of my liberal friends. 
Perhaps it annoys us liberals so because of our 
own inability to unite as we tear each other down 
over who has that "perfect" balance of ideal
ism and realism. The College Republicans unite 
despite their differences and are thus successful 
in bringing well-known speakers to campus and 
attending speeches by the nation's president If 
the liberals of this institution and the feminists 


of this institution could tire of ripping each other 
apart, perhaps we, too, could make more impres
sive steps toward the goals that unite us. 


I realize my commentary could be taken as 
yet another log on the fire of group criticism, but 
I hope that it instead leads to a more open and 
honest discussion of what we can accomplish 
when we recognize not what divides us, but, 
more importantly, how we are connected in the 
same struggle. 


MerideI Tho11lS0n 
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'.' LETTER. TO THE EDITO~ 


Students from 'K' College who tried to attend President Bush's 
speech Monday were escorted off the premisis after members of 
the 'K' College Republicans allegedly reported them to security. 


I n an effort to expose 
ourselves to the wider spec
trum of politics in our country 
and educate ourselves for the 
election this coming fall, a 
groupofus rromKaIamazoo 
College, with varying politi
cal beliefs, obtained tickets 
and went to see President 
Bu~h speak this past Monday 
at Wings Stadium. 


In a functional democ
racy, individuals from all 
perspectives are involved 
in debate and discussion 
so that solid policy can be 
formed. lt was in this spirit 
of open debate that we went 
last Monday. 


This story begins at the 
Regional Chamber of Com
merce waiting to pick up 
tickets for the group. Many 
people were tumed away to 
begin with simply for not 
looking Republican enough, 
not being a party member or 
making comments against 
Bush in line. However, no 


one ofus was questioned by anyone and received 
tickets without any hassle. When Monday came, 
we canceled our jobs, moved up our exams and 
missed our classes to see the president speak. 


The first sign of trouble was when we 
saw one of our very own Kalamazoo College 
Republicans while walking from the car to the 
event Anumber of students from the Kalamazoo 
College Republicans were helping out with the 
event. This individual proceeded to stare in 
disbelief as he asked us if we really had tickets. 
"Yes," we replied, laughing, and kept walking. 
At the first checkpoint, we ran into another "K" 
Republican. As a result of these two individuals 
speaking to event security, we were promptly 
funneled into a separate line to supposedly check 
if our names and ticket numbers matched. which 
they did. However, at this time we were informed 
that entire group must leave the premises because 
we had been identified as "potential threats." 


We were certain that our fellow classmates 
were responsible (knowing that a few of us 
probably are not going to vote for Bush come 
November and that many of us have a non-vio
lent history of protest), but we preceded to ask the 
authorities what grounds we were being told to 
leave on due to the fact we had legitimate tickets 
and picture IDs in hand. The answer we got was 
that hearsay is good enough to be escorted off. 


Further questioning only revealed a number 
of illegitimate and unfounded accusations. 
Event organizers and local police told us that 
if we did not leave immediately we would 
be arrested. Then we were escorted off the 
premises by a number of police officers. 


We are furious because we were 
denied entry to an event for which we had 
legitimately obtained tickets and because we 
were not allowed to hear an opinion that was 
different from ours. It is our belief. that the 
remarks of the Kalamazoo College Repub
lican volunteers at the event were responsible 
for our removal. Finally, we are furious at 
the Kalamazoo College Republicans for sup
porting and helping to enforce this policy of 
non-admittance created by the Republican 
organizers of this presidential visit 


None of us will forget what happened 
on May 3, 2004. It has only shown us just 
how politically polarized this country has 
become and that pattern is truly frightening. 
We all will continue to work for economic, 
social and political justice globally and in our 
own back yards. We all live in one world 
-peace. 


-Leah Busch, Shanna Barkume. Lisa 
Dallacqua, Ted Hufstader, Loice Nyauchi, 
Laura Lonneman, Julia Van Ausdall 


. EDITO~IAL 
This campus makes one of its primary goals to be 


the attainment of a diverse student-geographically, 
ethnically, and racially. One important (and often not 
discussed) area is that of intellect, and here Kalamazoo 
College shines. 


Intellectual diversity is best understood as a mul
tifaceted approach allowing for freedom of intellectual 
expression that encompasses diverse aspects of the politi
cal, cultural, disciplinary, or religious fields of thought. 
Presenting a plethora of views ensures the presence of 
healthy dialogues necessary to provide different sources 
of meaning, which helps students discover who they are 
in this exploratory time of life. 


The possibility of receiving a complete education 
greatly diminishes without exploring other perspectives 
and avenues ofthinking. Additionally, the ability to exam
ine and think critically about one's own views as well as 
otherworldviews becomes a necessity when discovering 
sources of meaning students discover about themselves 
in college. At a liberal arts institution like K, these goals 
seem all the more self-evident and necessary in achieving 
a well-rounded, holistic education. 


To fully appreciate the opportunities that K presents 
in this area, it is necessary to look outside of the class
room and examine what occurs in the greater campus 


community. 
As college and university campuses around the nation 


are generally characterized by a liberal political paradigm 
and atmosphere, the presence of both active conservative and 
liberal groups (as well as everything in between) brings hope 
to the types of political discourse that can occur for years 
to come. Further, the institutional support-financial and 
otherwise--that allows the various political groups to bring 
in nationally renowned speakers to provide an alternative 
dialogue proves the commitment by the student government 
leaders to promote this dialogue. 


The conflict that arises between opposing opinions leads 
to the types of richness in discussion that is most advanta
geous. For a recent example, we find it heartening that the 
Green Party, the College Democrats, and the College Repub
licans all had resources and personnel available on Earth Day 
to show their distinct proposals for the important issue of 
environmental protection. The Globallssues HouselMud and 
Mayhem Society's attempt to host a political date provides 
another illustration of encouraging political discourse. 


In another area, much has been made about the seeming 
lack of racial and ethnic diversity on this campus, but the 
students and faculty here should be proud of the contributions 
minority groups and students bring to an intellectual campus 
discourse. This diversity is supported particularly through 


active organizations, like that of the Black Student Organi
zation, Asian-American Student Association, or the Inter
national Student Organization. K prides itself on being an 
"international community" where its students participate 
in foreign study in high numbers, and the willingness to 
share these experiences in institutional settings, between 
groups, or among friends advances a higher understanding 
of other cultures and world affairs. 


Further. the vocal presence of groups that deal with 
issues out of the societal mainstream-like feminist (POW 
or the WRC) or homosexual issues (Kaleidoscope )-adds 
to the richness of the campus discourse, regardless of 
whether or not one may agree with iliem. 


These and other organizations, as well as the activities 
that each plan, help provide students a means of breaking 
out of the "K bubble" by spurring the types of intellectual 
conversations and action that lead to a better understanding 
oflneal, national, and world communities. The volunteer
ism and general activism that K students and groups display 
on so many levels proves that there exists an intellectual 
motivation on this campus to explore not only in the class
room, but outside of it also. A better understanding of these 
various levels of diversity reinforces the traditions of a 
liberal arts education, and better prepares all students to go 
into the world more infonned and culturally aware. 
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Stu Comm Elections: Who you should vote for & why 
My fellow students-


My name is Austin Litvak, and 
I am writing to you to announce my 
desire to become your Student Body 
President for the 2004-200S school year. 
I have been involved in Student Com
mission every quarter that I have been 
on campus, and I have been involved in 
many student organizations. 


If elected I promise to fight for the 
additional funding our student organiza-


tions deserve. I would also like to see alumni 
and faculty involvement in our organizations 
take root In addition, "Junior Re-Orientation" 
is a set of proposals, which I believe can help 
students returning from Study Abroad become 
re-acquainted with campus life. I would like 
to have a Spring Term Organization Fair and a 
group of optional seminars where juniors can 
meet with seniors and provide helpful hints about 
how to re-adjust to life at "K." 


Right now is the perfect time to look at what 


campus life will be like after the renovations 
are completed. We have a golden opportu
nity to better student life here by working 
to ensure that the cafe being built in Upjohn 
Library be ran by the students. I propose 
Student Commission purchase the required 
materials and run the shop for students. 


I will also work to ensure that everyone 
who wants to be involved in improving stu
dent life on campus will be involved. I will 
not be afraid to butt heads with our Admin-


istration, particularly if it is for a 
cause which in the end will make 
our stay here at "K" more enjoy
able. With your help, I promise 
to work my hardest to bring these 
changes about. I truly believe that 
my ideas can help make our campus 
a more enjoyable place and I hope 
that you agree with me when you 
go to vote. 


--Austin Litvak, K'05 


As a Student Commission member the past three 
years, I am aware of the procedures and responsibilities 
ofStuComm. I have utilized my skills of organization, 
delegation, a willingness to work with others while 
serving as Campus Commissioner and Secretary, and 
on the Public Relations, Student-Trustee Link and the 
Planning Advisory Committees, among others. 


ity, Building Blocks, Amigos program, Woodward mentors). 
In addition, I propose a campus-wide volunteer project each 
quarter to help those less fortunate than us. 


additional advice, opportunities and commitment. 
It's an exciting time for Kalamazoo College-we 


are embarking on our journey for a new President 
and Dean of Students, renovating the library and 
media center, and launching a campus-wide stra
tegic planning effort. We should look toward the 
future of Kalamazoo College with anticipation-I 
know I do. I have numerous goals for my presidency, but 


I will use this opportunity to focus upon two. A 
primary focus is to promote K College participation 
in the greater Kalamazoo community. We need to 
work increasing participation in programs K already 
has available for social outreach (Habitat for Human-


I believe communication between the current campus 
community and K alumni is important. Alumni have expressed 
genuine interest and concern for the present student body, and 
have a vested interest in K through the donations and scholar
ships they provide. As beneficiaries of their generosity, we 
should make alumni aware of current campus issues and events. 
I propose StuComm establishes a student-alumni link through 
which student organizations communicate with alumni. Both 
parties would benefit-the alumni would have the connection 
back to K th~t they are looking for, and students would have 


To discuss additional issues, feel free to email 
me at kO IkmO I@kzoo.edu. I would like to thank the 
Index for the opportunity to convey my ideas to the 
campus community. 


For the past three years, I have 
served on Student Commission and 
I have seen how the system works. 
I want to take what I have learned, 
improve the system, and address 
issues that concern the student body. 
A goal of mine is to encourage open 
meetings in which students can pres
ent their concerns directly to Student 
Commission, which allows the 
members of our community to take 


an active role in the problem solving process. 
My goals for the campus include: promoting 
an active student body, creating a relaxed and 
balanced atmosphere, and most importantly, 
returning the school to you, the students. I 
plan to create committees to address cur
rent concerns such as the key card issue, 
better funding for student organizations, and 
increased student parking. In addition to these 
vital concerns, I will also tackle the following 
issues: improving the food on campus, online 


registration and grading, increased student 
study and social space on campus, and the 
installation of cable in the dorms. 


Next year, will be a year of change 
for Kalamazoo College. We will have an 
interim president, a new dean of students, 
the library will be far into the renovation 
process, and we all will be feeling the effects 
of these dynamic changes. My goal is to 
use this time to our advantage. I propose a 
change the dynamics of Student Commis-


--Kate McCracken, K'05 


sion to give a greater voice to the 
students of Kalamazoo College. 
We are an integral component to 
the campus and our concerns need 
to be addressed by the faculty and 
administration. I will ensure that 
your voices are heard. Bring the 
power back to the students and 
please vote Stephanie for President. 
I thank you for your support. 


--Stephanie Rashewsky, K'05 


China/Democracy 'makes the CCP nervous' 
continued from page 5 


can do it through legal process, but 
the effect remains the same. Already, 
China's recent grab of control has 
upset democracy advocates in Hong 
Kong. Within a week of the Standing 
Committee's decision, protesters were 
taking to the streets. A future protest 
is being planned for the beginning of 


July. Pro-democracy advocates are 
hoping this protest will be the largest 
in Hong Kong history. The Mainland 
Affairs Council, a branch of the Tai
wanese government, has already sup
ported the pro-democracy movement 
in Hong Kong, further straining cross
strait relations. The United States has 
also come out hard on China for this 
recent infringement on Hong Kong's 


autonomy. 
The CCP claims democracy will 


not work in China due to its size and 
high level of poverty. They maintain 
that in order to ensure stability and pro
mote economic growth, the centralized 
policies of the communist state must 
continue. Democracy places too much 
control in the hands of the people, 
which makes the CCP nervous. The 


methods the CCP chooses to deal 
with democracy, however, produce 
destabilizing effects. China's politi
cal stability changes from day to day. 
Its status in the WTO has been called 
into question. In terms of regional 
stability, two of China's neighbors 
are experiencing Untied States-style 
presidential scandals (a call for a 
recount in Taiwan, the impeachment 


of South Korea's president). Now, 
there's Hong Kong. If the CCP were 
truly interested in a stable and secure 
China, it would pursue policies con
ducive to such. History should have 
taught the Chine:;(! government one 
thing, advocates for democracy do 
not respond complacently to force
ful suppression. When will China 
learn? 


... 


-, 
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Men's tennis loses a close one 


Colin Baumgartner 
Sports Editor 


The men's tennis team beat 
Kenyon College 4-1 on Saturday, 
then fell to Washington Univer
sity (St. Louis) 4-3 in the NCAA 
Division III Central Region Tour
nament final at home over the 
weekend. 


Washington advances to Bates 
College, Maine, as one of division 
Ill's final eight teams. The Hor
nets' season ends at 17-10. 


In the semifinal match, 
the Hornets swept the doubles 
play to set the tone. Junior Matt 
Harding and sophomores Julian 
Seelan and Dave Atallah won 
their singles matches with rela
tive ease to clinch the victory for 
the Hornets. 


longer needed. At number one singles, junior Michael 
Malvitz finished his match for individual seeding pur
poses. Malvitz eventually lost in three sets. 


On Sunday, tbe Hornets started slow, winning just 
one of the three doubles matches and losing the crucial 
opening point. 


The team rebounded, getting wins from Harding and 
Atallah, but See Ian and Kempster lost just a few minutes 
later, meaning that both Malvitz and Marker had to win 
for the Hornets to advance. Both of those matches went 
to decisive third sets. 


Marker and Washington's Eric Borden went back 
and forth, but Borden ultimately won the third set and 
the match for Washington, 7-5. "Luke had him at 5-4, 
30-15, and I'm not sure that he won another point in 
the match," coach Timon Corwin said. "The other guy 
stepped it up a little more." 


Though it only mattered for individual seeding at that 
point, Malvitz cruised in his third set, 6-1. 


Junior Matt Harding was the first Hornet off the court on Sunday, but the comeback 
effort he sparked fell just short against Washington. 


The matches of freshmen Alec 
Kempster and Luke Marker were 
suspended, as their results were no 


"It was a great, great match," Corwin said. "We had 
a really good team, and we accomplished two of our 
goals in winning the GLCA Tournament and the MIAA. 
We didn't get the team to the final eight, and ended up 
just two points away. Sometimes those close losses are 
the toughest ones to take." 


Colin Baumgartner 
Sports Editor 


Experience will payoff for 
Hornets, eventually 


This weekend, the men's 
tennis team was looking to get 
back to the NCAA Tournament, 
where they have been just once 
(a 5 place finish in 2002) in the 
past five years. 


They literally came up two 
points short. 


That's as close as losing a 
baseball game with two outs in 
the ninth inning, if not closer. It 
stings, and some of the hornets 
definitely looked stung. 


If anything. one would 
expect the coach of this losing 
team to be one of the mostdisap
pointed, but Kalamazoo's Tunon 
Corwin had a different feeling 
- he was optimistic about the 
future of this program. 


The team will lose co-cap
tain George Lowe to graduation, 


SPOFtTS COLUMN: TENNIS . /j" '" 
r 


but everyone else in the current 
rotation will be back and stronger 
than ever. 


"They had a little more expe
rience," Corwin said of opponent 
Washington University. "1 hoped 
that youth could 


Harding made quick work 
of Will McMahan at four singles 
and let out a loud, "Let's go K!" 
as he exited the court. The team 
responded, particularly sophomore 
Dave Atallah, who scrapped his 


win out with good Malvitz, Seelan to play on 
play." 


It almost did. 


if they hadn't won." 
Even after freshman Luke 


Marker had lost his close match 
at six singles, and the result of 
the tournament was no longer in 
doubt, the third co-captain, junior 


Michael Malvitz, dis
played his leadership 
will. Malvitz won his 


Leaders show their 
will 


After losing 
the crucial doubles 
point to start the 
match, the Hornets 
were in dire need of 
a sparkplug. 


Though the team might not be headed to Bates 
College in two weeks, two members have been 
selected to compete. Junior Michael Malvitz, the 
MlAA Most Valuable Player, will compete in the 
32-man singles tournament. He will team with 
sophomore Julian Seelan in the 16-team doubles 
tournament as well. The championships begin on 
May 15. 


third set in dominant 
fashion, 6-1. 


"He [Malvitz] 
has won so many big 
matches that I expected 
it from him." Corwin 
said. 


Experience, a winning 
trend 


"We were not 
sharp," Corwin said. 
"At one doubles we didn't match 
their intenSity, and at three doubles 
we were right there until we lost 16 
straight points." 


Enter sparkplug, a.k.a. junior 
co-captain Matt Harding. 


way back from an early second-set 
deficit to close out his five singles 
match in straight sets. 


"Matt and Dave have been 
locks for liS all year," Corwin saJd. 
"It would've been over in a hurry 


In the three big-
gest sports stories of 


the year to date, experience has 
proved to be the difference-maker. 
It won the New England Patriots 
their second Sliper Bowl in three 
years. It won an upperclassmen
laden Connecticut team the NCAA 


basketball tournament. And it 
won Phil Mickelson (who had 
certainly been around the block a 
few times) his first major cham
pionship at the Masters. 


Maybe next year the trend 
will make its way to "K." 


Corwin noted the similari
ties between Malvitz and Hard
ing two years ago and the two 
freshmen in the rotation this year, 
Marker and Alec Kempster, who 
played at three singles. 


"It was a difficult position 
for them to be in," the coach 
said, referring to Marker and 
Kempster being two of the last 
three K players left on the court. 
"Hopefully it will payoff in the 
future," 


The future could also be filled 
with more great matches. Wash
IOgton had only one freshman in 
its rotation, but, like Kalamazoo, 
will lose just one player in the 
off-season. 


Can you say budding 
rivalry? 
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Even though you may hate it 
at times, study abroad will be 
one ofthe best experiences of 
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on the up's and down's of her 
experience. 
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recent Bush rally. 
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gartner takes a hard look 
at sports and corporate 
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Student apathy plagues elections 
Chelsea Phelps 


Index Staff 


The Kalamazoo College Student Commis
sion held their annual elections for President and 
Finance Director this spring. While many students 
may have noticed the campaign posters and chalk 
drawings around campus, this was not enough gen
erate much interest among the student body. 


Sophomore Trevor Maher describes the elec
tion as one that, "I didn't know anything about 
anyone and was asked to vote." 


Fellow classmate Laura Lux-Wells (K '06) 
agreed. 


"I didn't really know anything about any of 
the candidates so I didn't vote," said Lux-Wells. 


Some believe that Student Commission 
dropped the ball in advertising the election, caused 
the lack of interest. 


then they will be 
unknown. We 
can only assume 
responsibility for 
the first reason; we 
did the best that we 
could." 


Current Stu
dent Commission 
President Karen 
Nave(K '04) agrees 
with Council. 


UK" students 
are as educated as 
they want to be. 
Information was 
put out, but if people 
don't take advantage 
of it, it's not our job 
to put something 
in each student's 


Kalamazoo Colle "_ 
student commiSSIon 


"StuComm has absolutely no power. so I'm 
not surprised," said Tony Holt (K '05). "I wish 
the elections had mattered to me but they didn't. 
StuComm is just a puppet figure head. I'm sorry 
that I didn't vote, but I was probably doing some
thing better." 


dorm room. We are -graphic by Katie Dorman 


David Council, Public Relations Director for 
Student Commission, believes that his organiza
tion made a valid effort to advertise the elections, 
in which only 320 students voted. 


working on a web- Student Commission elections saw a rise in campus apathy while the 
site where students commission attempted to make elections more accessible. With only 
can get information about 300 students participating in the election, Student Commission 
about the candi- urges students to get involved in campus issues. 


"Ultimately, the responsibility falls into two 
things: initially, this is difficult to communicate 
anything on this campus, it's nearly impossible. 
We send out campus wide e-mails and people just 
delete them. The second reason is that responsibil
ity falls into the hands of the candidates. If they 
are not creative in the way that they campaign 


dates. The e-mail announcements we sent out were don't like it, they should run for office in the fall and 
worthless, students just delete them The mail box make changes. At "K" there is a lot of opportunity 
information is worthless; they just end up getting for change. You can't make everyone happy and 
thrown away. In general, with this college, there is StuComm is well aware of the shortcomings and 
a lack of communication and this is something that communication on campus. This is something where 
Student Commission is trying to address." there will be no overnight changes, but the end results 


Nave said that she has not heard a lot of criti- will be positive and fonn better communication on 
cism about the election. campus." 


''Overwhelmingly, people on this campus love 
to complain about things," said Nave. "If people See Stu Com p. 6 


Reduced aid responsible for small incoming class 
David Nachtweih 


Index Staff 


Due to the a reduction in schol
arship and financial aide awards and 
the national economic landscape, the 
entering class of first-year students 
next fall will be 42 members short 
of Kalamazoo College's preferred 
standard. The Class of 2008, which 
enters with 308 students, is one of the 
smallest classes in the past decade. 


The decrease results from an 
attempt by the Office of Admission 


to compensate for last year's over
sized first-year class of 383 students. 
The College, wanting to avoid further 
difficulties in housing and course 
enrollment (like those evident this 
spring quarter), asked Admissions to 


keep next year's class to now more 
than 350. However, this significant of 
a drop was not anticipated. 


"It's smaller than we intended," 
Dean ofFnroUmentJoellen Silberman 
said. "308 is less than what we put in 
the budget, but this is not the first year 
we've had a srnalI entering class." 


The principal reason for the drop, 
Silberman said, was another request 
the College made to Admissions 
to increase the amount of revenue 
per student in the entering class. To 
accomplish this, Admissions altered 
its fall review of accepted prospec
tive students to reduce scholarship 
and financial aide awards. As a 
result, the Class of 2008 will cost 
the College less than previous years. 
Silberman stressed however, that this 
reduction will not affect the financial 
aide or scho1arship awards of any cur-


rent student. 
"We knew the number of students 


would drop," Silberman said, "so we 
admitted more students this year than 
last year to compensate." But the 
reduction coupled with the current 
economic state, she said, prevented 
many prospective students from 
choosing 'K'. 


Fiscally, the drop the in number 
students next year will cause a 2% 
or $700,000 shortfall in the annual 


See 2008p. 3 
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Floyd: the Ulan behind the counter 
Laurel Stiedemann 


Index Staff 


The sizzle of the deep fat fryer and the buzz of the grill's 
fan are muted under the pulsing beat of the stereo and the hum 
of students' voices in the Quad Stop. The crack of pool balls and 
frequent outbursts of laughter break the otherwise constant sound. 
From behind the counter, a deep voice bellows, ''Kate!'' 


A girl, presumably Kate, gets up from her statistics 
homework to get her cheese sticks from the pick up 
window. She returns to her study group to find that they 
are no longer discussing next week's test She laughs and 
joins their conversation about last weekend's parties. 


A moment later a junior and three of her friends file 
in to the Quad Stop kitchen, peruse the inventory, and 
walk up to the cash register with a paper sack of gummy 
bears, a bottle of root beer, and a carton of Ben & Jerry's 
Chunky Monkey ice cream. 


Floyd Johnson, 33, takes her college ill card and, 
with a smirk, holds it up in the air squinting at the picture. 
His gaze darts back and forth from the card to her face. 
''You sure this is you? It doesn't look like you." 


The girl's been through this before. She replies jok
ingly, ''Yes, Floyd. I am aware that my head is bigger 
than it appears on that card." 


Floyd laughs a deep, rumbly chuckle and swipes 
her card through the reader and hands her ill card back 
to her with a receipt. With a smile he says, ''Putting off 
bomeworlc again this weekend, huh?" The girl grins, nods 
her head, and walks out to the game room to enjoy her 
purchase with her friends. 


After high school, Floyd attended numerous cooking acad
emies, and although he has not completed his culinary degree, he 
does plan to finish it after he moves back to Columbus so that he 
can open a sit down restaurant. 


His wife's family is in Ohio and they would like to be close 
to them. But, the primary reason he plans to leave Michigan is 
the educational system. He will move before his two-year-old 


know how to play, since he's a Cocoa Beach, Fla native. The 
students taught him the rules the first time he played. It amuses 
him how the rules seem to have changed since he first learned. He 
thinks each class has their own special version of euchre rules. 


Despite his efforts Floyd has had problems promoting his 
events. "He has all those parties. He really cares about giving the 
bored students something to do on weekends besides party," Carrie 


VanDerZee, ''I('' 05, from South Haven, Mich., said. 
Ellyce Brower, ''I('' 07, from Middletown, Conn., will 


usually remember when there is a karioke night or dance 
contest and has talked to Floyd about the low turnouts. 
''It makes him sad. I mean, he doesn't dwell on it but he 
tries to really make this a place where people can corne 
and just hang out" 


But his job is more than a game ofTruth or Dare Jenga. 
The hiring, firing, and training of Quad Stop employees is 
Floyd's responsibility in addition to creating a good menu. 
A few weeks ago, the grill's fan was broken so none of the 
grill or fryer items could be made. Floyd said that this did 
not impact the sales negatively. He just sold a lot more 
milk shakes. 


Brower appreciates the caring he showed for the stu
dents especially when they were deprived of curly fires. 
"Since the grill's been broken there've been these weird 
fried, chicken, spicy, quesadilla things that he and his wife 
whipped up to make up for the lack of fries. I think he 
really cares-like he's really sorry." 


It is not the food that students always come for. It's the 
environment and the chance to escape the stress of classes 
and homework that brings students to the Quad Stop. 


Floyd runs the Quad Stop in the basement of Hicks 
Center, open from 9pm until midnight for students' snack
ing, studying, and relaxing needs. 


--photo by Kate Boehm 


A face everyone knows- Floyd in the Quadstop on a stressful school night. 


A student, who said she spends more time in the 
Quad Stop than she ought to, VanDerZee, comes because 
of the atmosphere, "It's a great place to pretend to do 
homework." 


Floyd's imposing stature; half inch gold hoop earrings; 
close-cut, well maintained goatee; bald, shiny head; dressy-casual 
clothes including a long sleeved khaki cotton shirt, khaki pants, 
and black shoes; dark eyes and skin; and joking attitude can make 
people uncomfortable the first time they corne across him when 
spending their munch money in the Quad Stop. He tends to joke 
and poke fun at students, particularly the first time he sees them. 
But the softer, soothing voice, with a hint of a lisp, which he uses in 
more personal conversations, can calm a person's hesitations down 
fairly quickly if they ever enter into conversation with Floyd. 


Floyd's joking is well-intended, even if the joke's recipient 
is unaware of that. Floyd said, "I think that if I listen and joke 
with them they tend to get in that mood, too. And they're not so 
stressed about whatever they're stressed about" 


However, a first-year student from Ann Arbor, Mich., Kyle 
Hartwell remembers a time when Floyd's poking fun really iofwi
ated Todd Roboson, ''1('' 06, her ''vertically challenged" friend, 
who is about 5 feet 5 inches tall. "One time I was at Quad Stop 
with Todd, and Floyd called out Todd's name 'cause his fries were 
ready. And when he handed them to Todd he's like, 'Here ya go, 
Shorty.' And Todd was really pissed off" 


Floyd is relatively new to the Quad Stop. Three years before 
he took over the operations of the Quad Stop, Floyd worked in the 
cafeteria as a dinner cook. He had just moved to Kalamazoo from 
Columbus, Ohio, because his wife was transferred to a National 
City Bank branch here. Next fall Floyd will have worked at ''1('' 


for five years. 


daughter, Jalynn, is school-aged. While he loves his job at ''1<,'' 
he always puts his family, especially his daughter, first 


Working nights is not a problem because when his wife is 
working during the day he is at home with Jalynn and when he 
comes into work his wife is at home. 


Floyd said during the day he primarily plays with Jalynn. 
''If the weather's nice we're outside parkin'. If it's bad we're 
inside clownin'." When his daughter's sleeping he's usually 
online playing chess. 


He's been known to pick up a game of chess or pool with 
students. That's part of the reason he moved downstairs. The 
cafeteria has a limited amount of special activities they can do. 
Halloween decorations and an occasional barbecue were not 
enough for Floyd. He expressed interest in moving down to the 
Quad Stop after about two years as a dinner cook. A year later 
the position opened and Floyd took over. He quickly revamped 
the menu and started trying to provide activities for students. But 
he did not get to remodel the area. He said, "Oh, the curtains. 
Thall; Sodexho." 


Floyd enjoys the freedom he has in the basement of Hicks. 
"I'm my own person down here. I get more one-on-one with the 
students and I can be more creative food-wise and activity-wise," 
he said. 


Floyd frequently puts on euchre tournaments, and karioke 
contests as well as an annual Halloween costume contest. He 
enjoys the euchre tournaments the most because the students have 
the most fun with that The first time he held one he didn't even 


Floyd thinks that the mood he's set up encourages 
people to come. He said, "A lot of people do come in just to say 
hi-like 'Frenchie. ", 


Floyd doesn't always call his regulars by their nicknames. ''If 
he's been difficult, givin' me a hard time, I call him 'Frenchie.'" 


Pierre ''Frenchie'' Miller, a junior cbemistIy major, stops by 
the Quad Stop regularly to pick up a drink, read over his chemistry 
notes, or to shoot the breeze with Floyd. 


Investing personal money in pool balls and cues, board 
games, a sound system, and CDs is part of what Floyd has done 
to create a stress-free student area. He doesn't have a problem 
spending the money and he doesn't know ifhe'll bother taking it 
with him when he moves: ''To me that's petty stufi;" he said. 


He plays music that the students will like. ''If they like it then 
they'll come around," Floyd said. 


He's aware that one of the only other places for students to 
gather on campus is the library and you can't be loud and have 
fun with friends there. Although he has not yet decide if he will 
accept the position, Floyd has been offered the head position the 
Library Cafe and he looks forward to the opportunity to impact 
more students. 


Nevertheless, his hurnility out weighs his perception of his 
own importance to the students. ''I'm just here," Floyd said. "I 
don't' think anyone dislikes me. But I don't think people come 
just to see me." 


See Floyd, p.? 
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Bell's Beer an integral part of KalaDlazoo culture 


Chelsea Phillips absence of a cafe. religiously. Before 


Index Staff 


It's 1I :30 in the morning. I'm walking down 
Lovell Street. Four Western Michigan students 
are sitting on the porch of their large, old, light 
yellow house. Their finals have just ended and 
unlike Kalamazoo College students, these lucky 
people are done for the summer. 


"Hey! Hey!" A girl screams at me. "Hey
do you want a beer?" 


"No---no thanks-I have class." I keep 
wallcing. 


''Drink it on the way!" another girl yells. 
"I'm okay," I say. 
''Yeah, but we have Oberon." 
I tum back. I recognize the bright orange 


and yellow sun dancing on the Bell's Beer 
label. 


Kalamazoo is distinguished from other 
college towns. The students here don't always 
have to rely on Budweiser, Miller, Coors, Busch, 
LabattBlue, Molson Canadian, Michelob, or any 
other type of watered-down commercial beer. 


Kalamazoo has its own beer. 
The narne of the company is theKalamazoo 


Brewing Company'-The beer is Bell's---named 
after founder and president, Larry Bell. The 
company sold its first beer a little less than 
twenty years ago. Now the brewery sits at the 
core of the city's culture. 


And it keeps getting bigger. 
The Kalamazoo Brewing Company isn't 


getting prettier as it gets older. The paint of the 
white downtown building is chipping off, while 
the brick looks like it could crumble and collapse 
at any moment. 


The place blends in with downtown 
~lamazoo. It seems to need help. Maybe 
financial assistance. Maybe just paint. Maybe 
anew sign. 


Parking there, like everywhere in 
Kalamazoo, is scarce. Across the street a tow 
truck pulls away a 1989 Buick that someone left 
parked for more than two hours. 


Driving down the road you would never 
know there was an entrance to the brewery, or 
that there is a cafe hiding inside the building and a 
beer garden in the back. It is simply not visible. 


The Bell's logo-three golden bells
doesn't draw you in like the Labatt Blue bear 
that builds beer dispensers on T.Y. It's not clever 
like the ridiculous, yet marketable quotes on the 
back of the Molson Canadian lager bottles that 
say: "I cried when my goldfish died" or " may 
be your best option." 


Bell's has a second brewery. Drive down an 
unknown curvy side road in Comstock Town
ship, and maybe you'll find it. But the only dif
ferences between it and its Kalamazoo Avenue 
counteIpart are the larger size, fresher paint and 


And that's Bell's. the beer is poured 
Nothing special. into bottles or kegs in 
Except that they brew eighteen types of the packaging depart-


beer. And they have special brews for the dif- ment, the brewers 
ferent seasons. And they have a beer garden and taste it to make sure 
live music. And they have food \ike pretzel rods the quality is up to 
served with mustard flavored with their beer. standard. 


They also don't have voluptuous blondes 
wearing low-cut black shirts on T. Y. selling 
their beverages for them. They actually don't 
advertise at all. 


They don't need to. 
The Kalamazoo cars with the "support your 


local brewery" bumper stickers on them do the 
job. Just like the Kalamazoo students.wearing 
the Bell's Beer hoodies do, or the businessmen 
wearing Polos with the Bell's logo stitched on 
the upper left side of their shirts. 


The city's love of the beer, whether they 
realize it or not, largely comes from the fact 
that Bell's is a craft brewery. Craft breweries, 
unlike commercial breweries, make production 
expensive. In tum they receive a beer that's more 
uniquely flavored because they use malts instead 
of extracts. 


The head brewer, 
Alec Mull, loves his 
job. 


He went to 
Michigan State. He 
drank like a fish. He 
got a degree in phi
losophy. 


"I had an epiph
any. I thought, oh my 
gosh, people make 
beer," he said. 


And then it was 
brewing school in 
Chicago. 


But it's not just 
that Mull loves brew
ing beer. It's brewing 
Bell's. Malts are really just roasted grains. Before 


they are added to the beer, they look-and 
taste-like Grape Nuts. Their different fla
vOfS---{:aramel, chocolate, black-alter the 
beer's flavor. 


But that's not all. The different grain com
binations also control the alcohol content of the 
drinks. More grain means more alcohol. 


Similarly hops, also come in a variety of 
flavors, creating different beer brands and dif
ferent alcohol levels. 


"We have the 
demographic of a lot 
of character in our 
beer," Mull said 'The 
Kalamazoo style is 
one of the best styles 
in the country-in the 
world." 


--photo courtesy of www.bellsbeer.com 
Bell's Beer, pictured above, is locally produced here in 
Kalamazoo. The Kalamazoo Brewing Company is a craft 
brewery, meaning their production is more expensive than 
commercial breweries, producing beer with a unique flavor. 


Brewing is an art. Think of hops and grains 
as paint. When you blend them and play with the 
quantity, variety and mixtures, you're going to 
come up with something different to add to your 
work each time. Some ofBell's creations include 
Amber Ale, Pale Ale, Porter, Kalamazoo Stout 
and Brown Ale. Bell's summer beer, Oberon, 
is a light wheat beer with a six percent alcohol 
content and an almost sweet flavor. 


''Wonderful yeast, mixed with Kalamazoo 
water and the main local malt company comes 
up with unique flavors," Bell said. 


The recipes, like most types of art, are not 
easily created. 


Well, unless you're a chemist. 
The beer cooks in what feels like an 80 


degree laboratory. The giant kettles chum the 
beer in a process that extracts fluid from mash, 
separates the liquid from the grains and spins the 
liquid in a whirlpool to balance the bitterness. 
The brewers run around with safety glasses 
suctioned to their faces, whistling to the oldies 
in the background, while they switch buttons on 
a control panel. They monitor the yeast levels 


He supervises 
beer that is brewed 24 hours a day, in three, 
eight-hour shifts that will add up to 50,000 bar
rels this year. 


That translates to 1,550,000 gallons of 
Kalamazoo culture distributed to nine Mid
western states. 


Kalamazoo hrewers don't make all 18 types 
ofbeer at once, though. 


"It's historical. Some beers were tradition
ally made at certain times of the year,"Bell said. 
A summer beer, for instance, is more delicate 
because that's the season when most people tend 
to eat lighter foods. The Doppelbock beer was 
historically a lent beer, so it is released on Ash 
Wednesday, when, as Bell puts it, "a good hearty 
beer is what we crave." 


Mull himself favors the beers that he pro
duces later in the year. ''We really get to flex our 
muscles come fall and winter," he said. 


But Larry Bell is drinking well all year long. 
He doesn't choose favorites. 


'They're all my children, and I love them 
all equally," he said seriously. 


The father of Bell's was a Kalamazoo Col
lege student back in the late seventies. 


He never graduated. 
And now he owns Michigan's oldest and 


biggest craft brewery. The one that he says leads 
in promoting American beer. Theone that defines 
quality. The one that changes the meaning ofbeer 
in our country. 


All that in the city of Kalamazoo. 
But wait. We are all familiar with the 


Surgeon General's definition of alcohol. It's 
been impressed in most people's minds since 
adolescence. 


Alcohol is bad. 
It's bad. BAD. 
But simultaneously it is still a part of our 


culture. 
'There are fur more positives than nega


tives," Bell said. ''It takes in an enormous amount 
of money. It employs a lot of people. It's a social 
lubricant easily enjoyed with other people." 


"American beer has been on its deathbed 
as fur as culture is concerned," he adds. "Small 
breweries have brought that back." 


It is not just the brewery that is changing 


See Bell's, p. 7 
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Nothing is ever what you expect it to be 
Kate Evans 
Opinions Writer 


I remember this time last year. All I could think 
about was getting the hell away from K and going to Italy. I 
couldn't wait to leave all my problems behind and start fresh
spending five months like Audrey Hepbum on my own Roman 
Holiday. I don't think I could see anything else. Then I got 
to Rome. 


I was so excited; I didn't sleep on the plane. We 
waited for hours in the airport because one of the girls lost 
a bag and everything bureaucratic takes three times as long 
in Italy. We were split up into our apartment groups and I 
was rooming with two girls r didn't really know, and two 
girls I didn't think I liked very much. They took us to the 
apartments, let us in and then left us with no food, no instruc
tion and very little knowledge of the country's language and 
culture. It was awful. I called my mom and told her I was 
coming home. 


After calming down a bit, I knew I couldn't do that. 
But I have never experienced a week like that. There were 
100-degree days, and I had no knowledge of anything in this 


new place I was living. It was terrible. No other week in 
my entire life has been that bad. I truly hated it. But then I 
had a good day; and then another and another. And all of a 
sudden, my good days started to out number the bad ones. 
I began to like it in Rome (even though I complained quite 
frequently to those back home). 


I've spent the last four months trying to figure out 
just what my problem was those first few weeks. I think I 
finally solved the mystery. I expected Rome to be just like 
everyone told me it would be. I expected my experience to be 
just like the experience the past participants who had talked 
to us had said it would be. I was so sure it was going to be 
as wonderful for me as others said it would be. But then I 
got there and it was real, not a tale told in hindsight. 


Looking back now, it looks as romantic as I can imagine 
it looked for the kids who went the year before me. The 
individual days and experiences meld into a much happier 
existence as a whole. But if you want proof of how much it 
sucked, just look at my blog entries from those early weeks. 
And I realize now that it didn't become this great, life-chang
ing experience for me until I gave up on my expectations 
and just let everything happen. I let go and fell in love with 


the freedom. 
I am not trying to scare anyone. I am trying to warn you 


in a way that the CIP doesn't. Study abroad is the hardest, 
most intense experience the majority of K students have 
faced thus far. For some, it will be the most challenging 
experience they will ever face. For those of you who are 
scared, there is nothing wrong with that. 


There will be days when you hate it, and it will 
require everything in your power not to empty out your 
bank account and buy a plane ticket home. Everyone will 
have these days, whether you are in Rome, Nairobi, Wol
longong or Aberdeen. Some days it is just going to really 
suck. But if you let it be, Study Abroad will be one of the 
most rewarding experiences of your life. And you will be 
able to look back at the bad days months later and laugh 
about the time you blew a fuse and couldn't find anyone 
who could speak English and Italian to translate what the 
electrician was saying to you, or the day you got off the 
train at the wrong station and had to hitch a ride on a fishing 
boat across the water to Venice. It sucks at the time, but it 
makes a great chapter in an even greater story. So let go 
and have the time of your life. 


Air quality improved contrary to popular belief 
Andrew Ridella 


Opinions Writer 


A cornmon misconception is that the 
Earth's air is becoming progressively worse. 
We often hear a "doom and gloom" message 
from environmental fanatics. However, this is 
simply not true. According to many studies just 
released from the EPA and other research orga
nizations, the Earth's air supply is improving! 


The ninth annual Index of Leading Envi
ronmental Indicators, released by the Pacific 
Research Institute and the American Enterprise 
Institute, praises the successes of Earth Day as 
well as governmental policies for the improve
ments in the quality of our air. For example, 
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average vehicle emissions are dropping around 
10% per year. This is due to technological 
advancements in the motor vehicle industry, 
which includes modem SUVs. This is par
ticularly impressive considering that, since the 
initiation of the Clean Air Act (1970), miles 
traveled by car has increased 149%. 


In fact, automobile emissions, down from 
44% in 1970 to just II % in 2005 (projected), 
are no longer the primary source of sum
mertime ozone smog in the United States. 
Clearly, technological advancements, as well 
as the introduction of hybrid and alternative 
fuel vehicles, have contributed to decline in 
air pollution. 


The EPA concurs that air pollution is 


decreasing and the air supply is improving. 
They announced that S02 emissions from 
power plants are 9% lower than in 2000 and 
41% lower than in 1980. NO emissions from 
power plants also continue in a downward 
direction, measuring 4.5 million tons in 2002, 
a 13% reduction from 2000 and a 33% decline 
from 1990 emissions levels. 


The EPA also released the results of a 
study declaring that since 1970, emissions 
of the top six air pollutants have decreased 
25%. Benzene, found in gasoline and one of 
188 toxic air pollutants targeted by The Clean 
Air Act was measured at 95 urban monitoring 
sites. The results showed a 47% decrease from 
1994 to 2000. In total, since 1988, there has 


THE INDEX 
Opinions Editor Feature Editor Sports Editor 


Joe Mansour Megan Morrissey Colin Baumgartner 
Layout Editor 


Kate Boehm 


been a 55% decrease in toxic chemical emis
sions, despite the fact that industrial output 
(covered by this measurement) has increased 
40%. 


NAM (National Association ofManufac
turers) President Jerry Jasinowski says, "The 
widely held public perception that U.S. air 
quality is deteriorating is wildly incorrect. .. " 
A large part of this progress is due to the Clean 
Air Act of 1970. 


Contrary to what some say, the evidence 
indicates that air quality today is consider
ably better than what it was in the 1960's. In 
addition, technological advancements in the 
US, as well as abroad, will facilitate further 
improvement. 
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Election sparks speculation about India's future 


Aaron Aupperlee 
Opinions Writer 


This past week, the whole world has 
played privy to the phenomenon of democratic 
elections in the globe's second most populous 
country. Over the course of three weeks, over 
380 million Indians voted, casting surprising 
ballots. Prime Minister Vajpayee called elec
tions six weeks early hoping to produce an 
easy win for him and his Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) party. As the election results trickled in,.!! 
became clear that an great upset had occurred. 
Vajpayee accepted defeat and resigned as Prime 
Minister. The Indian National Congress Party, 
led by Sonia Gandhi, took over control of 
India's parliament. [Of Vajpayee lind ~ party, 
the I esttIts came 1I3 II shock: For many Indians 
though, Vajpayee's focus on high tech industries 
and foreign investment diverted his attention 
from the poorer population of India. When the 
people voted, they voted him out. 


After the storm concerning the election 
results cleared, the Congress Party set out to 
name Sonia Gandhi its Prime Minister. Born in 
a small town in Italy, Sonia Gandhi hails from 
the same family as historic Prime Ministers 
Nehru, Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi. Both 
Indira and Rajiv were assassinated in office. 
When the whole country thought Sonia Gandhi 
would restore the Gandhi dynasty to power, she 
declined the Prime Ministership. In her stead, 
Sonia Gandhi supported Manmohan Singh, 
the man credited with saving India's economy. 
Nine days after the election, India had its first 
non-Hindu Prime Minister, Singh. 


With a new ruling party and the indeci
sion over the Prime Minister finally solved, 
one must ask what direction the new Govern
ment in India will take. In the developing and 
globalizing country of India, the economy and 


relations with the Islamic Repub1ic of Pakistan 
remain its most crucial concern. The decisions 
taken by Singh and his Government will define 
India regionally and internationally. 


With Singh accepting the Prime Minis
tership, India's economic future looks much 
brighter. The same day Singh stepped into the 
Prime Minister post, the Indian stock market 
recovered from its election-scare-era decline. 
The world economy held its breath when 
Sonia Gandhi talked of ending Vajpayee's 
trend of privatizing certain Indian industries. 


India's population, but still maintaining India's 
global appeal. Already, the Congress Govern
ment, under Singh's leadership, has promised 
free electricity to the country's rural farmers. 
It shall be interesting to see if India's largely 
export-based economy can sustain measures 
to uplift its poverty stricken populous and 
encourage foreign investment. To further 
ensure a beneficial economic future for India, 
Singh plans to serve both as Prime Minister and 
Finance Minister until July in order to control 
the finalization of India's annual budget. 


Beyond 
the economy, 


Re-nationalizing 
would exclude 
international 
investors from 
participating 
in the Indian 


As the election results trickled 
Singh and his 
Government 
must deal with 
the increasing 
positive rela
tions with Paki
stan. Under the 
BJP, Vajpayee 
and the Paki
stani President 
Pervez Mush-


economy. 
Gandhi hoped 
her economic 
policy would 
cater to the large 
population of 
poor people. 


in, it became clear that a great 
upset had occured. Vajpayee 
accepted defeat and resigned 
as Prime Minister. The Indian 
National Congress Party, led by 
Sonia Gandhi, took over control 
of India's parliament. 


Un d e r 
Singh, the path 
could di ffer. 


-- Aaron Aupperlee 


Singh was 
Finance Minister 
in the last Congress Party Government, from 
1991 to 1996. There, his economic po1icy jump 
started the Indian economy. In 1991, Singh 
addressed the Indian par1iament saying, ''The 
country is on the edge of a precipice ... and 
there is no time to lose." Pursuing that policy, 
Singh slashed subsidies, partially privatized 
state-run companies and invited foreign invest
ment. Now Singh be1ieves India has come too 
far to look back. He supports "growth with a 
human face" in order to help the poor portion of 


arraf made 
considerable 
progress in 
peace nego-
tiations. Ear1ier 


this year, Vajpayee and Musharraf engaged in 
formal diplomatic dialogue for the first time in 
two and half years. In a show of good faith, both 
countries exchanged cricket teams. On Monday, 
May 24, Singh's Government Will have its first 
test in relations when delegates from Pakistan 
attend nuclear arms discussions in India. In Pak
istan, Musharraf said, ''Please accept my hearti
est congratulations on your assuming the office 
of the prime minister of India ... We in Pakistan 
welcome your government's resolve to improve 


-~~--


relations between our two countries .. .I wish to 
assure you of our sincere commitment to a just 
and peaceful solutions of all outstanding issues 
including Jammu and Kashmir." Singh is also 
committed pursuing peaceful solutions to the 
problems plaguing the two nations. 


Similarities in both Musharraf and Singh's 
childhoods could improve relations. As chil
dren, both were up-rooted by the British parti
tion in 1947. Singh grew up in a northern area 
of British occupied India, now part of Pakistan, 
and Musharraf grew up in New Delhi, now a 
part of India. Both understand the pain and suf
fering caused by the partition and the resulting 
decades of wars. Religious issues might also 
fade to the background between India and 
Pakistan. In Singh's first address to the Indian 
people, he promised to strengthen the secular 
character of India. If Vajpayee could make 
considerable progress as a Hindu-nationalist 
ruler, Singh, a secularist, appears to be in an 
even better position. 


Manmohan Singh has never won an 
election before, never held a seat in parlia
ment, and now controls something like 600 
mil. 0, el a btllion people. Whatever Singh's 
plan for India's future, Sonia Gandhi made a 
po1itically smart move by declining the Prime 
Minister post and supporting Singh. Regard
less of her family's political history (and their 
assassination rate, 67% have died in office)*, 
questions over her foreign birth would have 
plagued her rule from the onset. Singh may 
not carry the Gandhi name, but his presence as 
Prime Minister offers a more stable transition 
of power. When Governments such as India's 
undergo a change in leadership, the possibil
ity exists for a complete shift in direction. 
Singh appears willing to follow the path set 
by Vajpayee and continue India's ascent in the 
international community. 


. '. LETTER_ TO THE EOITOR_: . 


I very much appreciated Joe Man
sour's thoughtful, balanced account 
of what he believes happened at the 
Bush rally at Wings Stadium. Another 
member of the College RepUblicans 
told me much the same story, indicating 
also that he himself was ejected from 
a Gore rally four years ago because 
he was listed as Republican. 1 have 
no reason to question the accuracy of 
both accounts. Mansour says that in his 
view, what happened to the Kalamazoo 
Seven was not fair, "but that is the way 


that the game of politics is played. The 
Bush campaign isn't the first to do this. . 
. Ifblame is going to be placed anyway, it 
doesn't lay [sic 1 simply with the College 
Republicans but with modern politics in 
general." 


This is the end of the article, but for 
me, as an educator, this is just the begin
ning. The fact that the systems in which 
we're operating are unjust does not solve 
the central problem of how we, as individu
als, will act within them. The point is to act 
on what we believe to be just within the 


very resistant institutions and systems we 
all inhabIt. The point, at Wings StadIUm, 
might have been to say to oneself, "1 don't 
think my fellow students, who stood in 
line to get tickets, should be shut out from 
seeing the President because they're not 
Bush supporters," and then to determine a 
course of action: either to refuse openly to 
collaborate with the Party's directives, or to 
let the other K students in anyway. I would 
hope College Democrats at a Kerry rally 
would come to the same reali:lation. 


What makes me saddest about the 


Wings Stadium incident is not that 
the Kalamazoo Seven were denied 
entrance, but that there are students 
here of any political persuasion who 
believe that if a system exists, you have 
to collaborate with it, or that if you do 
collaborate with it despite your own 
convictions, you are blameless because 
"it's the system." That belief is not 
only the mortal enemy of change but 
the epitome of cynicism. 


--Gail Griffin, 
Professor 0/ English 
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The Files 
Written by 


Anna Maxbauer 


ta=~. 


Playing the B side: Investigating anal 
Sometimes it's better to burn out than to fade away, which is 


why the Sex Files is going out with a bang. K students, it seems, 
are curious about, if not seriously interested in, anal sex. Though 
the enterprise of anal is somewhat complicated, a simplified ver
sion of the basics is explained here. 


If you want to take anal stuff seriously, you have to get over 
the stigma. Somewhere between Freud and the paranoid hetero
sexist establishment, the butt got a bad name. To clarify: anal sex 
is not a gay male enterprise, nor will it "tum you gay. " Yeah, anal 
sex has been linked to the gay community, but if you're going on 
numbers alone, the vast majority of anal players are heterosexual 
men and women. 


A surprising nurnber ofheterosexuals hit the backdoor instead 
of the vagina in order to preserve their virginity (fYi: anal sex still 
has up to an 8 percent conception rate!). Lots of guys explore anal 
activity in search of the prostate, which many consider to be the 
male G-spot Some girls maintain that anal penetration is more 
conducive to G-spot orgasms, and still others just like the idea of 
exploring an enigmatic orifice. Whatever your motivation, there 
are a few things to know before doing the butt. 


The layout Beyond the excretory vacuole (hole), two mus
des, the rectum, and the colon await Just inside the entrance is 
the external sphincter, a donut-shaped muscle that takes direction 
from the central nervous system (basically, it contracts whenever 
you tell it to). Less than an inch inside the external sphincter is 
the internal sphincter, another similarly-shaped muscle that is con
trolled by the autonomic nervous system (and contracts whether 
you like it to or not). Beyond this, in men, is the prostate gland, 
which plays a role in every guy's orgasms. The prostate is on 
the wall of the rectum, a long S-shaped tunnel oflove that ends 
in the colon. 


The process. Inexplicably, the anus is one of the most nerv~ 
ridden parts of the body, which may explain its appeal to some 
people. In theory, direct stimulation of a guy's prostate gland can 
produce wildly intense orgasms that reverberate around the anus 
and attached tissues. To find the prostate, get a guy on his back 


and insert a lubed finger or two (palm facing up) into the anus 
and wiggle in a come-hither motion. Sometimes the prostate 
will only respond when a guy is really aroused Gust like with a 
girl's G-spot), so be patient. 


While the vagina was designed with two-way traffic in 
mind, the anus was really only meant to be a pathway for waste 
- that doesn't mean that it can't be used for other things, but 
the body's versatility can only stretch so far. The funky shape 
of the rectum also means that invasions must be attempted with 
some care. If penetration is your goal, feel amund first to get 
the layout right. 


Your anal experience will probably hinge on what the 
moody internal sphincter is willing to tolerate, so be extra gentle. 
Relaxation is everything, so do whatever it takes - massage the 
perineum, have an orgasm first, put on some Enya - to calm that 
internal sphincter down. Some sexperts have suggested that 
Pavlovian-style conditioning may be help your partner associate 
hislher anus with pleasure - i.e., explore the back door in con
junction with other activities that make your partner feel good, 
and it may help when you decide to do the anus solo. 


Anal sex is a process that absolutely has to start small (think 
pinky). It takes hours, days, etc. to go from handlmg fingers 
to something bigger. Don't expect to take it like a pro the first 
time, because your body will probably thwart you by making 
the process unbearable. 


The danger factor. One of the reasons anal sex is correlated 
with higher STI rates is the nature of the beast. The anus, unlike 
the vagina, is not elastic and does not self-lubricate, which makes 
stuff like penetration more risky. Without lube, you're more 
likely to scrape or chafe your member or your partner, which 
is a surefire way to spread diseases. Using some sort of lube 
won't eliminate the possibility of something bad happening, 
but it should make the experience a whole lot better for both of 
you. Though rare, it is possible for an anal venture to go awry 
if the proper precautions aren't taken. Anal fissure (the afo~ 
mentioned scrapes) and even perforation of the colon can result 


in pain, blood and even trips to the ER, so be careful. And don't 
even think about going condom-free until you and your partner 
have both been tested for STIs. 


While the STI risk shouldn't be ignored, the other major 
problem anal sex poses is germ-related. If you're having anal 
sex, never switch orifices without changing the condom or 
washing the object in question, because anal bacteria can really 
mess up the germ balances in other parts of the body. And if 
you're looking for some mouth-to-anus action, clean everything 
involved before and after the event. 


Finally, a lot of people shy away from anal activity because 
they're afraid to encounter traffic in the rectum - a legitimate 
concern, since overcrowding could cause lots of trouble (not to 
mention pain). However, eating lots of fiber will help keep things 
clean and make the process a bit easier. And definitely don't try 
anything anal-related without, ahem, clearing the system first. 


The fine print. Probably the most important thing to remem
ber about anal action is that it's not universally friendly. While 
guys are theoretically more likely to enjoy the experience, it's 
very rare to find a girl who gets a lot out of it. So guys, don't try 
to convince your girlfriend there's something in the experience 
for both of you, because 80 percent of the time the pleasure 
will be very one-sided. Anal stuff can leave you begging for 
more, but it can also leave you in a whole lot of pain. Never 
"accidentally" attempt anal penetration during sex in the hopes 
that your partner will love it. We're onto you. And it doesn't 
feel good. Finally, never suggest anything to your partner that 
you're not willing to try yourself1 


If you still quiver with excitement at the thought of anal 
sex, there are more resources (books, websites, etc.) out there to 
walk you though it Bottom line: don't attempt this stuffwithout 
the full cooperation of your partner, who will make or break the 
experience for you. 


Keep the Sex Files alive! If you think you might be 
interested in writing the column next year, email kOOamO I or 
index@kzoo.edu. 


StuComlLitvak excited to take presidency, thanks fellow students 
continued from page 1 


Council concurs that change is the respon
sibility of the students on campus 


"I put out a challenge to the campus: if 
you feel that you were not in the loop with 
the elections, get involved, the opportunity is 
certainly there." 


Nave said that in this election there 
were three overqualified candidates: Kate 
McCracken, Austin Litvak, and Stephanie 
Rashewsky. While the results have not been 
officially released, the winner of the election 


is Austin Litvak. 
Nave admits that StuComm dropped the 


ball when it came to officially announcing the 
winner, which did not happen due to a lack of 
communication within the organization. 


"Being a senior, there is lots of responsibil
ity," Nave said in regards to the miscommunica
tion. ''It's also tough when the president-elect 
not in the country, Austin is still overseas in 
London, and with press releases and such, it 
can be tricky." 


Litvak, while still overseas, is aware of the 
delayed announcement ofhis win. 


"Obviously, I am disappointed that the 
election results still have not been posted yet. 
Right now I am going under the assumption that 
our current president has a justifiable reason for 
not doing this, since the student body has a right 
to know who will be representing them for the 
upcoming year in a timely manner." 


Although release of the official resuits 
has been delayed, Litvak is still excited about 
his win. 


''I am incredibly pleased that my fellow 
students have chosen me to be their primary 
representative with the trustees, the faculty 


and the administration for the upcoming year. 
Needless to say, I am very excited to get back 
to that side of the pond and begin working on 
improving campus life for next year and beyond 
working on improving our campus life for next 
year and beyond. I have honestly not found it 
all that hard to campaign from overseas, but 
that is only because there were so many people 
back on campus who have worked incredibly 
hard to help me get my ideas out to my fellow 
students. I truly could not have done it without 
them, thanks everyone," said an enthusiastic 
Litvak. 
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2008/ Changes uncertain, tuition increase doubtful 
continued from page 3 


budget Currently the Business Office 
is considering solutions to the deficit 
and does not project a tuition increase 
as a result of the small class. "It will 
require that we implement some 


changes, but we're not sure what they 
are going to be yet," Vice President of 
Business Tom Ponto said. 


Despite possible budgetary 
issues, SilbelTIlan was enthusiastic 
about the 308 individuals coming in 
the fall, citing the benefits of a small 


class for both the students and the 
College. "Academically, next year's 
class is almost identical to the last 
two," Silbennan said. 


For the students, their small 
class will reduce the number of stu
dents enrolled in a given course and 


Bell's/Students have favorite blends 
continued from page 3 


American beer culture. It's the 
cafe, too. 


The Eccentric Cafe. 
"It's named after my person


ality," Bell said. 
Eccentric, to say the least. 


It's more like a coffee shop--in 
Amsterdam. 


If you walk in you will see 
a beer mug carved into the black, 
brick wall, with the Bell's logo 
inside of it Van Morrison is play
ing. You'll notice a picture ofJohn 
F. Kennedy across from Homer 
Simpson and his beer mug, also 
a map of Africa, one of Chicago, 
tribal-looking masks, a bench that 
resembles a church pew, a Christ
mas wreath, a fish tank, stained 
glass windows, an advertisement 
for Eugene Debs and the Social
ist party of 1912, poles wrapped 
in rope, Kalamazoo College and 
WMU flags, old people, young 
people and middle aged people. 
They're all there. 


A couple of Western students 
drink Oberon and play checkers at 
a board table. One polo-wearing 
man sits at the bar and reads the 
Kalamazoo Gazette. Another guy 
with a gray beard, dirty black baSe
ball hat and a Mernphis, Tennessee 
Blues t-shirt grips his Pale Ale in 
one hand and spills his problems in 
a Michigan, yet slightly Southern 
accent 


"I told him I was work
ing sixty hours a week, but he 
wouldn't listen," he compJains. 


Kalamazoo College student, 
Brian Slagle, orders a Kalamazoo 
Stout. He takes a small sip and 
lightly slaps his tongue against 
the roof of his mouth. 


"It has a very distinct flavor. 


It's kind of coffee-ish, actually," he 
says. 


He continues to sip on his beer. 
"Every time I look at this I think 


I'm going to be taking a sip of Coke, 
because that's what it looks like." 


A couple walks in. The woman is 
wearing a hoodie with a peace sign on 
the back, and the man has a big, black, 
bushy beard, with matching hair par
tially covered by a beanie. They have 
a three-year-old child with them. The 
woman sits at the bar. The man stands 
between the bar and the tables, grabs 
his child by the feet and starts spin
ning in circles. The child yelps with 
laughter. 


''Hey, stop that," one man yells 
across the bar jokingly. ''Hanging 
him by his feet and swinging him 
around." 


Everyone laughs. 
All the while Brian Slagle con


tinues to murmur comments about 
his Stout. 


"I can feel it on my breath," he 
says. "I like it. It really tastes like 
coffee. You have to try this." 


Two men with WMUTKE frater
nity shirts walk in and order Oberon. 
Another man parks his Harley. You 
can hear his black leather chaps rub
bing together as he steps inside. 


A mural painting of a Bavarian 
man and his donkey standing at the 
edge of a river faces the bar. ''THE 
BEER IS FWWING," it reads at the 
bottom. Next to it is a yellow flag._ 
"Kalamazoo Days," it says. 


And that's exactly what the 
cafe is. 


Bell's sets trends, instead offol
lowing them. But America is a coun
try right now that's obsessed with the 
Atkin's diet People are demanding 
fewer carbohydrates in their diets. 
Beer companies are submitting to the 
desire. Posters in bars compare the 


carbohydrate count of all the differ
ent beers: Bud Light, Miller Light, 
Miche\ob Light, Coors Light. 


The chart of nutrition facts 
on the Bell's beer cases is the only 
place where you'll find their car
bohydrate measurements. 


Bell said, "We're not in it 
for that." 


He does have future plans, 
though. 


"I'm selling it all, moving 
to Brazil and becoming a beach 
bum." 


He laughs. Then he explains 
that they are only a few days away 
from becoming a fully Licensed 
winery. He also wants to expand 
the Eccentric Cafe, although park
ing ordinances in the city are hold
ing him back at the moment 


But why all this in 
Kalamazoo? 


"It's Kalamazoo." 
And apparently it's a no


brainer as well. 
Kalamazoo is still a college 


town. What about the drinking 
age? 


''Ineffective. We have selec
tive prohibition," Bell said. "It's 
the law, and we strictly enforce 
it, but I think the University Presi
dents need to take the blinders off 
and see what's going on in their 
dormitories and deal with it Kids 
getting hammered in an alley to 
prove their adults is not promot
ing social responsibility." 


He then makes a comment 
about needing moderate conswnp
tion education and sarcastically 
says he's sure the interim president 
at K College would love to hear 
what he has to say. 


But it's not like Larry Bell has 
needed the influence of the college 
for his ideas to succeed. 


cultivate a more intimate classroom 
environment. Also SilbelTIlan said, 
that departments will have more time 
to work individually on the classes 
SIPs in 2008. 


As for the College, the decrease 
in enrollment has improved 'K's' 


national rank in the U.S News and 
World Report. Since the College 
received more applications this year 
and enrolled fewer students, 'K' now 
appears to be more selective, despite 
the fuet that more students were admit
ted than usual. 


Floyd/ Future plans? 
continued from page 2 


When the library is occupying 
thecwrent Quad Stop space, Floyd 
will be in charge of a temporary 
cart in the President's Dining 
Room. Sarah Fuhnnan, ''K'' 07, 
from Lansing, Mich., is worried 
about how the cart version of 
Quad Stop will be in comparison 
to this year. "I think people will 
really miss Floyd and will be really 
sad if there is no Quad Stop where 
they can really interact with him 
next year." 


"I like coming just to see 
Floyd. We're pals," VanDerZee 
said with a laugh. 


Fuhrman described Floyd as 
jolly although she did find his size 
uncomfortably imposing at first. 
''Floyd's enolTIlous-in personal
ity and in girth," Fuhrman said. 
"I don't find him so intimidating 
now because of the genuine com
passion he seems to show for the 
students." 


She remembers coming in 
first quarter this year with a friend 
and making her first connec
tion with Floyd. "One night my 
friend and I were having a really 
crap week. So we decided to go 
into the Quad Stop to just talk and 
bitch to each other. And FLoyd 
saw the two of us sitting over in 
a comer by ourselves and brought 
us these two enormous, wonderful 
pieces of chocolate cake because, 
he said, he hates to see us looking 
so sad." 


Since then Fuhrman has spent 
countless hours catching up with 
friends, avoiding homework, and 
unwinding after strenuous play 
rehearsals in the Quad Stop. She 
likes the relationship she's built 
up with Floyd. ''He's always just 


joking. I mean, some people take 
it too seriously. But, you know, I'll 
tease him about there not being any 
vanilla ice cream and he'll tease 
back," she said. 


Brower has established a 
simiJarly teasing relationship with 
Floyd, although they frequently 
have deep discussions about 
topics ranging from race relations 
to homophobia to horseracing. 
Brower met Floyd as a prospective 
student "I came in and was like: 
'So, what can I get for this little 
card?' And he was like, 'Five dol
lars worth.' And I said, 'Come on. 
That's all you're going to give me?' 
And it went on from there. So our 
relationship's always been kind of 
testing each other, stepping on each 
other's toes," she said. 


Floyd frequently eats dinner in 
the smoking section of the cafete
ria with Brower. ''We always talk 
about the randomest things. Like, I 
do crossword puzzles and he always 
knows the strangest thing and in all 
these different categories. We had 
a discussion about horseracing 
one-day. I don't remember why. 
Maybe it was the clue for 13 across 
or something. But he said that if I 
ever bet on one and won I had to 
give him some money." 


Floyd makes a sincere effort to 
provide a relaxed environment for 
the students of Kalamazoo College 
and yet he is so calm about life that 
he does not see the influence he has 
had on the student body. If fact he 
said he never offers any advice to 
students. ''I'm not one for giving 
advice. The only person I pIan on 
giving advice to is my daughter. I 
mean you're all here. You pretty 
much know what you're doing. 
How am I going to hclp you with 
thatT 
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Kurtz overlooked as one of our best 


Colin Baumgartner 
ference championships. 


At Nationals, Kurtz finished 
second in the country in the 100-
breaststroke. He also earned national 
honors in his selection as NCAA 
Division ill Swimmer of the Week 
by CollegeSwimming.com after the 
conference meet 


in this year's National Champion
ships. I guess I was feeling a bit 
of nostalgia for his I-meter and 3-
meter titles two seasons ago. 


Sports Editor 


Andrew Kutrz, swimmer, K'05. 


One swimmer who was left out 
of my colwnn last week and merits 
mention is junior Andrew Kurtz. His 
time of20:94 in the 50-freestyle at the 
MlAA Championships was one of the 
top times in the country this season 
and was a big reason behind the league 
coaches voting him as Most Valuable 
SwimmerlDiver in the league. His 
time in the 50-free was one of two 
school records Kurtz set at the con-


Correction 
Next time I will look at the 


right year, I promise. 
Thanks to senior swimmer 


Victor Stover for pointing out that 
diver Tony Holt did not participate 


Holt did win both events at 
the MIAA Championships and 
was voted by the readers of the 
Detroit Free Press as "Michigan'S 
Best" athlete for the second year 
in a row (the only other person 
to accomplish that feat was some 
guy named Barry Sanders), so he 
did have a pretty successful year 
regardless. 


Colin Baumgartner 
Sports Editor 


This space for rent? Not anymore! 
A few wecks ago, Major League Baseball announced 


plans to put advertisements for the movie Spiderman 2 on 
some of its ba~es. After a weekend of uproar among fans 
in opposition to the idea, the MLB decided against the 
marketing ploy. 


Finally, someone got the message. 
Advertisements are evclywhere in sports. They're 


all over arenas, uniforms and even players (athletes have 
gone so far as to tattoo ads onto their bodies). I'm notjllst 
talking about the ads we see on the boards in a hockey arena: 
in baseball they are on the player's eye black, in basketball 
they are on the top of the backboards, in boxing they are on 


BAUMY'S BOUNCES . 
Mike Tyson's face. 


And just try to name five major sports venues a~ide 
from Fenway Park or Yankee Stadium that don't have a corpo
rate sponsor in their name. It's not as easy as it used to be, and 
the nanles are getting more ridiculous too. This year the West 
Michigan Whitecaps are almost as bad as their stadium name, 
Fifth Third Ballpark, but at least they are a bit luckier than the 
HOllston folks who agreed to Enron Field a few years back. 


Enough already' 
That is what the fans of baseball said three weeks ago. 


and the message got here just in time. Think about what would 
happen if the NCAA decided to exploit it~ athletes beyond the 
basic swoosh or Adidas logo on shorts and helmets. Sports, after 
all, are a business, and eventually that catches up to everybody, 
from the executives at the top of the professional ranks all the 
way down to the students at a Division III college. 


Forget about Adidas athletic wear: try playing in the 
Adidas Athletic Center. In twenty years no one will even 
know who Anderson was, especially the freshmen, or should 
I say the first-year experience sponsored by Pepsi. And if 
you need directions to Adidas, it's just across the street 
from the Microsoft Millennium Edition Racquet Complex 
and the Nabisco's New Low Fat Mango Flavored Nutri
Grain Bar Natatorium (or, as students fondly refer to it, the 
NNLFMFNGBN). 


Hopefully we have just seen the fir.;t steps taken against 
this giant, money-based industry. You have to think that 
these companies are smart enough and. more importantly. 
rich enough to overeome Just this one setback. So, as we 
go out into tlus crazy world, let's kecp in mind what our 
athletic facilities might look like in a few years, provided 
we do nothing to prevent it. 


Miss a Week? 
New 6 Bedroom 4 Bathroom Townhouse for Rent: 


Located Directly across the street from the Firehouse Bar. 
New fridge, New stove, New dishwasher, New washer and dryer. 


Need eli 


Issues from the WHOLE YEAR are 
available in The Index office or contact 


index@\aoo.edu 
to get 'yours! 


New wall to wall carpeting and Central Air. 
Rental Rate is $2,220 per month, That is $370 per month each, 


Avail now, or in Aug 2004 thru July 2005, 
For more info contact Mike K. at 269-349-9499, or email 


KIEWIETGROUPINC@AOL.COM 


HOUSE FOR RENT AT 426 ELDRED STREET. 
6 Bedroom, 2 full bathroom, hardwood floors, paved parking. 


Located 50 steps from K-College Hicks Center. 
Across street from Jimmy Johns sub shop. 


Rental Rate is $1,800 per month, thats only $300 each per 
month. Full year lease available starting Aug. 2004-2005. 


for more info contact Mike K. at 349-9499 or email 
KIEWIETGROUPINC@AOL.COM 












BRIEFS 
Up 'Till Dawn 


trick-or-trea~ for cause 
Teams of'K' students, spon
sored by Up 'Till Dawn, 
raised over $900 for St. 
Luke's Children's Research 
Hospital by trick-or-treating 
Sunday night. 


'K' chose!). for study 
Kalamazoo College is one of 
six schools that will partici
pate in "Lessons Leamed in 
Assessing International 
Learning," a three-year 
project attempting to docu
ment global competence 
and assess student progress. 
The project will be led by the 
American Council on Edu
cation (ACE) and is funded 
by the U.S. Department of 
Education's Fund for the 
ImprovementofPostsecond
ary Education (FIPSE). 


INSIDE 


, 


Study Abroad Stories 


~-. 
Thrn to pages 4 and 5 
to read stories of 'K' 
student's experiences 
around the world. Also, 
check out a description 
of tbis famous Scot
tish loch on page 2. 


Kaleidoscope attends event in Detroit 
Lynn Brewer 


COLUMNIST 


expressed gratitude for being permitted to Burt DeWilde, K '07. 
work with the HRC members to put on the "For me, the best part of the weekend was 
event, something that has only been allowed seeing how many successful gays and lesbians 


Members of Kalamazoo College's Les- within the past two years. there are in this state. A ballroom full ofrich, 
bian, Gay, Bi-sexual, Transgender (LGBT) "Volunteering at the HRC Gala was successful queers who give back to their com
organization, Kaleidoscope, r---------'-"'l~~~~--------., munity was inspiring," added Robert 
traveled to Detroit for Hallow- Brown, (K '05). 
een weekend to volunteer at the Kaleidoscope and Michigan's 
Human Rights Campaign (HRC) HRC chapter have enjoyed a mutual 
Gala Event. sort of exchange for their events. 


Twenty-three Kaleidoscope "We help out with their Gala in 
members joined students from the fall, and they come and make 
Central Michigan University in Crystal Ball fabulous for us in the 
assisting the Michigan chapter spring," explained DeWilde. 
of HRC's annual fundraiser. The "It's a win-win for both our 
theme of this year's event, "My organizations," said Mike White 
Big Fab Gay Wedding ," was (K'07), another of Kaleidoscope's 
inspired by one of the evening's co-leaders. 
headliners , Lainie Kazan, the The Human Rights Campaign 
singer/actress best known for her dedicates itself to working towards 
role as the Greek "Mama" in My equality for gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
Big Fat Greek Wedding. and trans gender people. It boasts 


Other speakers included a membership of 600,000 who are 
Cheryl Jacques, the president and committed to "an America where 
executive director of the HRC, and GLBT people are ensured of their 


cou 
Billy Bean, a former Major League Twenty-three members of Kaleidoscope travelled to Detroit basic equal rights, and can be open, 
baseball player and best-selling this weekend to volunteer at the Michigan chapter of the honest, and safe at home, at work, 
author. In keeping with the wed- Human Rights Campaign 's annual gala fundraider. and in the community". 
ding theme, many of the speeches Kaleidoscope meets Tuesday 
touched on the fight for same-sex marriages definitely one of the most satisfying, nights at 7pm in the POWERIKaleidoscope 
in the United States. empowering. and thrilling experiences so room across from the mail hut. New members 


Many of Kaleidoscope's members far this year," said Kaleidoscope co-leader, are always welcome. 


Cover your mouth: flu shot shortage hits Kalamazoo 
Chelsea Phelps 
FEATURES EDITOR 


Flu season is rapidly 
approaching. but this year, the 
nasty bug may be a little bit 
harder to beat. Each year, many 
people get vaccinated against 
influenza by getting a flu shot. 
This year, many people do not 
have this option. 


According to the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) website, 
the Chiron Corporation is respon
sible for the vaccine shortage. 
Chiron's Fluvirin vaccine is man
ufactured in Great Britain where 


the Healthcare Products Regula
tory Agency (MHRA) suspended 
the company's license. This has 
a shortage of exactly half of the 
supply of the flu vaccination in 
the United States. 


In an attempt to control the 
situation, the CDC has strictly 
limited the criteria for those 
eligible for the shots. To see if 
you are eligible, visit the CDC 
website. 


Does having the preventa
tive measure of a flu shot taken 
away from many of the staff and 
students here at K College mean 
that the flu will run rampant on 


campus this year? 
"I doubt it," said Lori Long


Hopkins, Director of Health Ser
vices at K. "It's hard for the CDC 
to predict where, when and how 
severe the flu will hit so making 
campus predictions is best left to 
a crystal ball. The first year I was 
at K the flu was miserable, we 
filled the schedule and had 15-
25 students on a wait list for an 
appointment daily for what felt 
like weeks on end. Last year I 
saw a few cases offlu during fall 
quarter finals week. I was thank
ful that it appeared on campus 
just before December break. If 


the flu hits thiS year we'll have 
to rely on treatment of symptoms 
and if diagnosis is made in the 
first 48 hours of symptoms we 
can provide a prescription anti
viral. The medication Tamiflu 
decreases viral replication and 
can lessen symptoms and dura
tion of the illness." 


College students tend to be 
healthy and active. so do we 
really need to get flu shots? 


According to Long-Hopkins. 
students are just as susceptible 
to the flu, even without a vac
cination. 


See Flu Shots on page 3. 







N THE 
KATE'S PEOPLE 


Name: Scott Crowley. 
Birthday: June 11, 1984. 
Hometown: Boulder. CO. 
Year: Junior. 
Dorm: Hoben. 
Studies: Majors in Biology 
and HDSR. 
Classes: Cognitive Science, 
Cellular Biology and Span
ish 101. 
Activities: Kalamazoo 
Non-Violent Opponents to 
War. especially concerning 
the film series, Global Fre


quency. Envorg. mainly with the organic garden. and the 
Philsopher's Stomping Ground. 


Favorites: 
Rice Kitchen entree: the special vegetarian food that 


isn't on the menu. You have to talk with the cooks to get 
it. 


ist. 


Rocketstar drink: Chai tea 
Sodexo entree: I love the witty cooks 
Smell: Lavender. 
Texture: Silk. 
Beatie: John. 
Font: Courier New. 
Childhood toy: My basketball. 
Dorm room item: My lock box of contraband. 
Song tbis week: "The Number Song" Cut Chem-


Campus spot: The Congo, the area between DeWaters 
and Hicks. 


Professor: Kim Cummings, Sociology. 
Zany thing from bio: We can clone your cat! People 


living with baboons is right up there also. 


If you were an animal cracker, what would you be and 
why? I would be a giraffe because then I would have spots 
and no one would eat me. I would live long. 
List three adjectives your friends would use to describe 
you: Hippie, Republican, Mr. Fix-It. 
List three adjectives you would use to describe your
self: Curious, tired. hungry. 
What are your passions? Learning about nature and the 
earth. trying to find peace in my life trying to improve 
my live with good botanicals. 
What brought ~'ou to 'K'? They made me an otTer I 
couldn't refuse 
What is the best thing you have learned at 'K' outside 
of class? Homeless people always share their food and 
Chicago is a day trip .. 
If you could change one thing about the world, what 
would it be? Legalize it. 


UAD The Index 


Letter from the Editor 
There are really only three 


things that any non-Scot goes to 
Scotland for: Golf, Drinking and 
Nessie. 


As a member of the golf 
team at 'K' and a fan of a variety 
of whiskeys, the first two items 
helped me decide on a study 
abroad program. But Loch Ness 
and the other beautiful scenery 
might be what I remember best 
about my study abroad experi
ence. 


After just a couple of weeks 
in Aberdeen, a group of us were 
already planning our first weekend 
trip. Following limited delibera
tions, Inverness, in central Scotland 
and only minutes from Loch Ness 
was the clear-cut choice. Seemingly 
within minutes we had booked train 
arrangements (through Scotrail) 
and hostel accommodations (with 


Here's a look at campus 
events in the week ahead: 


TODAY 11 AM., Old Welles 
- The annual Study Abroad 
Fair will offer information on 
programs from past partici-
pants, international students, 
and the Center for Interna-
tional programs (ClP) staff. 


4 P.M., Olmsted Room 
(LAC) - James Langeland, 
Associate Professor of Biol-
ogy, gives the 2004 Honors 
Day Lecture entitled "Tree-
thinking Through Early Verte-
brate Evolution." 


8 P.M., Dewing 103 


(LAC) - Denise Miller gives a 
multi-genre presentation on 
African-American resistance 
to slavery in Southwestern 
Michigan entitled "Crossing 
Boundaries: Recreating Cul-
turalldentities." 


FRIDAY Family Weekend 
begins. See page 3 for details. 


10:50 AM., Stetson 
Chapel- Honors Day Convo-
cation. 


the "Ho Ho Hostel," no joke). 
The view of the loch from our 


perch at Urquart Castle that week
end was simply indescribable (see 
insert on Page 1). Lets just say 
that in spite of the cold and rainy 
weather, it drove a select few of us 
so crazy that we made a ten-minute 
documentary on our search for the 
mysterious monster. 


At the conclusion of this initial 
voyage, we had all become expert 
travelers. And it is at this precise 
moment that the study abroad 
experience truly begins. I became 
so confident of my abilities that I 
ventured through the Scottish coun
tryside to uncover new and exiting 
things about myself. For example, 
I discovered that my ancestors once 
owned a castle in northeast Scot
land and I found out, believe it or 
not, that I actually liked haggis. 


HAPPENINGS 
6 P.M., Dewing Commons 


- Senior Road Rally. 
8 P.M., Dalton Theatre 


(LAC) - the Kalamazoo College 
Symphonic Band presents its fall 
quarter concert entitled "Fanta-
sies." 


9:4S P.M., Recital Hall- SAC 
presents Shrek 2. Repeat show-
ings Saturday, 2 and 9:45. 


SATURDAY Noon, Mackenzie 
Field - Women's Soccer hosts 
Calvin. 


1 P.M., Angell Field - Foot-
ball hosts Adrian. 


2 P.M., University Stadium 
- Basketball hosts Western. 


8 P.M., Dalton Theatre 
(LAC) - the Kalamazoo College 
Jazz Band presents its fall quar-
ter concert entitled "A Tribute to 
Count Basie." ($5 general admis-
sion fee and ~2 for students). 


MONDAY 5 P.M., Junior and 
Senior registration forms due to 
the Registrar's Offic':. 


TUESDAY 8 P.M., Dewing 103 


(LAC) - Author, performance 


And I'll be back someday for 
Nessie. 


This issue of the Index was 
not underwritten by the CIP and 
it is not meant to simply promote 
their programs. We do, however, 
feel that at a school were there is 
constant talk of a "bubble," it is 
important to take advantage of all 
of the great opportunities the study 
abroad experience and other travel 
opportunities have to offer. 


Happy searching and, like 
most seniors, I'd be happy to share 
a more detailed description of my 
experience (including haggis and 
the "Ho Ho Hostel") with anyone. 
And the Passage, our study abroad 
magazine, is a great resource for 
stories much better than mine. 


Colin Baumgartner, 
Ye wee bloody Editor-in-Chief 


artist, and poet David Mura 
speaks about his experiences 
as an Asian-American male in 
"How We Talk (or Don't Talk 
About Race): Identity in a 
Changing America." 


WEDNESDAY 5 P.M., Sopho-
more registration forms due 
to the Registrar's Office. 


7 P.M., Dewing 103 (LAC) 
- Jennifer Redmann, Assistant 
Professor of German, and 
David Barclay, Professor of 
History, lead a panel discus-
sion and commemoration of 
the 15th Anniversary of the 
Fall of the Berlin Wall. 


THURSDAY 4 P.M., Recital 
Hall (LAC) - a representative 
from the accounting firm of 
Plante Moran gives a lecture 
entitled "Corporate Ethics." 


8 P.M., Dalton Theatre 
(LAC) - "Sex Signals," (improv 
comedy, education and audi-
ence participation) explores 
gender role stereotypes and 
misunderstandings between 
the sexes. 
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Decision made on education program 
Robyn McBride 


STAFF WRITER 


Ever since Kalamazoo Col
lege announced in a mass email 
that the Education Department 
was being "phased out," rumors 
regarding its demise have run 
rampant on campus. 


Despite stories to the con
trary, the education department 
has not closed . Current 'K ' 
students can still get a teaching 
certificate and the education major 
was never officially removed from 
the curriculum. So what really 
happened? 


In the spring of 2003, a fac
ulty committee was created to 
investigate and decide the future 
of the education department. Two 
options were placed on the table: 


faculty could either vote to take 
out or change the program or 
the program could be closed for 
financial reasons. 


Many of the faculty did not 
want the program to be closed. 


"Our recommendation was 
that the program not be termi
nated," said Leslie Tung, chair of 
the committee. In fact, the faculty 
wanted to devise a program with 
Michigan State University and the 
University of Michigan to keep 
the education program. 


Ultimately though, Provost 
Gregory Mahler decided to cut 
funding for the program. His 
decision was based on financial 
reasons, not the size or the quality 
of the program. 


For students entering after 
the 2005-2006 school year, the 


funding cut prevents them from 
obtaining their teaching certifica
tion. However, any freshmen this 
year or next year still have the 
option to do so. 


The decision to cut funding 
to the education department also 
means that the faculty and staff 
in the education department will 
be phased out over the next four 
or five years. 


There are two ways in which 
the program could be theoretically 
saved. First, the new president 
could reverse the decision to cut 
funding. Second, an endowment 
could be given to the school 
specifically for an education pro
gram. When a program becomes 
endowed, an outside source funds 
it, thereby giving it total immunity 
from removal. 


Flu Shots/ symptoms and prevention 
Continued from page 1. 


"Young healthy students 
don't die from the flu but 
they can be debilitated for 
7-14 days . Avoiding this 
severe illness 


hard it is to decide who gets the 
vaccination. I don't mind not 
getting it because I'm healthy, 
but for those people who are not 
healthy, they should defiantly get 


they are important for their 
long term health." 


According to Long-Hop
kins, there are measures that 
students on campus can take to 


prevent getting 
via vaccine 
seems logical 
and desirable 


Tips for Staying Healthy: 
sick. See infor
mation box for 
details . 


to me but it's 
an individual 


Sleep 8 or more hours a night 
Stay hydrated. 


The most 
important pre


choice." 
It seems 


that not all 
students are 
upset about 
b'eing non
recipients of 
the vaccine. 


Wash your hands near compulsively; if you can't get to 
a sink cany a hand sanitizer such as Purell (small bottles 


available in the Health Center for $1.00) 


vention method 
is to call the 
Health Center 
within 48 
hours of onset 
of the following 
symptoms: 


"If I had 
worse health 


Keep hands away from your nose and mouth 
Call the health center immediatly if you start showing 
any symptoms offiu, such as high fever, fatugue, body 


aches, constant cough or headaches. 
High Fever 
(101+) 


than I do now, 
then I know I would be more 
concerned, but because I'm 
in good health, I don ' t mind," 
said Caitlen Frank, K ' 07 . 


"I don't really feel bad 
about it," said Maris Toland, 
K' 07 . "My mom is a doctor 
and she explained to me how 


the shot. I feel bad for the p~ople 
who have to decide who get vac
cinations. " 


Sophomore Jordan 
Mortensen agrees that the shots 
are important. 


"Those people who qualify 
for them should get them because 


Body aches 
Cough (pre-


dominant symptom) 
Headache 
FatiguelMalaise 


For more information 
the flu shortage and other 
preventative measures, visit 
the CDC website at http: 
//www.cdc.org. 


NEWS 
Family weekend 
Students excited and quickly cleaning 


Erika J05t 
COPY EDITOR 


This Friday, students' families are invited to the annual 
family weekend for tours, a tailgate party and a screening of 
"Shrek 2," said assistant provost Zaide Pixley. 


"I'm really excited because I don't get to see my parents 
ever," said Julia Gartrell K'08, whose parents and grandpar
ents wili visit from North Carolina. "I want to show them my 
dorm and all around campus." 


During their time here, families will get a little taste of 
life at K. 


"The weekend is to get parents connected with their 
students' lives and activities," said Pixley. 


An honors day convocation, honoring students who have 
excelled in the college community, will kick off the weekend 
Friday at 10:50 a.m. 


After attending open houses and their students' classes 
on Friday, families are invited to enjoy "Fantasies," a perfor
mance by the symphonic band in Dalton Theater at 8 p.m. 


On Saturday, parents can attend a study abroad seminar 
and ask students who have been on study abroad about their 
experiences. There will be residence hall open houses and a 
seminar about the challenges of parenting a college student, 
led by students, faculty and administrators. 


There will be a tailgate party before the football team 
plays Albion at I p.m. That night at 8 p.m., the jazz band 
will perform "A Tribute to Count Basie," also in Dalton 
Theater. 


Families can view any of the three showings of "Shrek 
2"-Friday and Saturday at 9:45 p.m. and Saturday at 2 
p.m. 


Jeanne Hess, associate professor of phYSical education, 
will top off the weekend by leading "The Spirit ofK" celebra
tion Sunday at II a.m. 


Jessamyn Davis K'08 looks forward to meeting other 
students' parents and showing off her 21-month-old adopted 
sister. 


"She's from Guatemala, so some of my friends who speak 
Spanish can talk to her," said Davis. 


Gartrell said her parents will be taking her out for 
sushi. 


"I'm excited to have some really, really good food," she 
said. "I haven't had that in a while." 


Before their parents' arrival on Friday, though, some. stu
dents' dorms need a little parent-proofing. 


"There's a lot of cleaning and vacuuming and organizing I 
bave to do before my parents see my room," said Gartrell. 


Other rooms need a little more work. 
"1 have to take out the trash I haven't done that in a while," 


said Davis. "And hide all the condoms I got from the WRC." 
''I'm going to take down all my drunk pictures," said Lisa 


Brenneman K '08. "I have a bunch with me and my friends 
holding bottles with stupid expressions on our faces. Those are 
definitely coming down." 







FEATURES The Index 


Stories from study abroad. • • 
With the hope of assisting the Class of 


2007 in their own study abroad choices, 
we, the Index staff, have attempted to col
lect various stories and experiences from 
'K' students around the world. We hope 
you enjoy. 


Africa 


Last November I was living in Yoff, 
a fishing village outside of Dakar, taking 
a class on sustainable development. One 
day my American classmates and I were 
instructed to go home to our host fami
lies and have them dress us in traditional, 
formal Senegalese clothing. The village 
leaders had requested that our class come 
to the mosque to introduce ourselves, 
explain what we're doing and be wel
comed. We had to dress appropriately. To 
their delight and my blushing discomfort, 
my host sisters dressed me up in a hot pink 


- Photo courtesy rea 


grand boubou complete with see-through 
tUDic; long, narrow skirt; matching head 
wrap and accessorizing gold jewelry. I 
liked the outfit on my host sisters, but was 
not sure it worked on me. Tiny step by tiny 
step, the group of us decked-out Ameri
cans slowly walked across town, strug
gling in our tight skirts. As we walked to 
the mosque near the ocean, children fell 
down from laughing at us. People came 
out of their courtyards, houses and stores 
to see the passing toubab (white person, 
debatably pejorative) parade. When we 
finally got there, we sat on prayer mats, 
tried to understand what was going on, 
then introduced ourselves in Wolofwhile 
being videotaped for local television. 


--Andrea Swalec, K '05, 
Dakar, Senegal. 


Asia 


tried together and could not do 
it...you have no idea how much that 
will make you feel like a beast), to 
being told by your teacher many 
times to get a Japanese boyfriend 
because that's the best way to 
improve your Japanese. 


Japan has been amazing so far 
and while there have been frustra
tions (daily staring at me - I'm tall, 
blonde, and blue-eyed- as though 
I'm an figment oflheir worst imag
ination, to not understanding the 
language enough to realize my rent 
will soon be taken out of account 
that I don't have enough money 
in), I look forward to everything Seniors Kat Burgett (far left), Diane DeZwaan and 
this year has to offer me, good or Brett Blaauw volunteering at Corrigin in Perth. 
bad. After all, how many people 
actually get to live a year of their lives in 
another country? It's awesome! 


--Bethany Marsh, K'06, 
Kyoto, Japan. 


--Tyler Pray, K'05, 
Chiang mai, Thailand. 


Australia 


Senior Andrea Swalec (left) dressed in the tradi
tional clothing of her host family in Senegal. 


There have been many 
exci ti ng/h i lari ous/un bel i eva b 1 e 
adventures already, from walk
ing through a typhoon with only a 
children's umbrella to spending 20 
minutes every morning squished 
onto an already overpacked train 
with a station manager using a 
bar to hold passengers on while 
the doors close (a gross analogy 
would be stuffing sausage until the 
casing is just about to burst... that's 
my morning commute, only minus 
the fat) to being held over in Korea 
on my way here to being the only 
one out of a male taxi driver, a 
female taxi director, and myself to 
be able to lift my bags into the taxi 
(the driver and the director even 


The Karen village of Huay Tong Ko, 
in the mountainous north of Thailand, 
performed a sword swinging ceremony. 
After watching the headman of the vil
lage pounding out the rhythm on a tall star 
drum for the medicine man and his son to 
dance and swing their metal swords above 
their heads, he stopped, drew two swords 
and handed me one. He stepped into the 
middle of the circle and beckoned me for
ward. I stood in the middle of the circle 
and clumsily swung the sword, much to 
the amusement of the entire village and 
the headman. All I could think to say 
was, "Antarai Mak," which means "very 
dangerous," and the headman laughed 
harder. 


While traveling out on the east coast 
of Australia on holiday, my group stopped 
at Fraser Island, a place that is largely 
focused on nature and conservation. The 
place was gorgeous, with beaches and 
forests everywhere. We decided to go on 
a night time nature walk with one of the 
guides. The species we were looking for 
were reptiles, birds, and dingoes which 
were wild on the island. Halfway through 
the tour the guide walked us to the side of 
the path and started poking at some leaves 
with a stick. Out popped a Fisher Island 
Funnel web spider, the most dangerous 
and deadly spider on the planet less than 3 


Continued on page 5. 


We are a community of many stories. Just last 
week in Chapel we shared stories of depre sion, where 
I mentioned in my welcome that r believe the wisdom 
of depression can be found in our stories, and that heal
ing can be found in the sharing of them. Earlier in the 
quarter, CIP hosted a Chapel about student's stories from 
study abroad. As we hear the stories, the people and 
places become more real for us. 


As a matter of fact, are not all of our classes and days 
filled with creating our own stories and sharing others? Years 
from now, as you sit and reflect to your grandchildren about 
your days at K, you will more than likely tell of the fun 
times you had streaking the quad, your athletic pursuits, 
your time in Au tralia or of special professors and people 
you met while being here. And they will have taken on a 
life of their own -- they will have become you. 


The cool thing about "K", and what makes "K" 0 


amazing to me is that our collective stories mclude people 
from all over the globe. ALL OVER. I am blessed to be a 
part of this community where in talkmg to students, I can 
feel what it' hke to experience the poverty 10 Burma, I can 


sense the compassion we have toward our sisters and 
brothers in Africa, or 1 can relive the spi,.itual exhilira
tion of visiting Maccu PICCU. As our students open the 
world up to me, it becomes a part of my story and I am 
ricber. All the forums, all the discssions and Chapel ser
vices and LAC's are worth the time you spend to attend 
them because your live: are made so much richer in tbe 
sharing of the stories. Stories that serve to remind us 
we are all connected, and tbat our well being depends 
on the well being of all our fellow humans. 


I hope to see you at this Friday's Honors Convoca
tion Chapel where we honor those among us who have 
achieved excellence on this campus. 
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Continued from page 4. 
feet away and I'm severely arachnaphobic. 
As if that wasn't enough the guide eagerly 
pointed out a huntsman spider in a nearby 
pond & it was the size of a dinner plate and 
eats small birds. At that point, I finally 
realized why the native motto is "Come 
to Australia, you might accidentally get 
killed." I didn't go on any more nature 
walks after that for a long time. 


--Kat Burgett, K'05, 
Perth, Australia. 


Europe 


One of the most important things I 
learned from studying abroad was how to 
pack. This may sound shallow when com
pared to the other memories I have from 
living in Scotland and traveling around 
Europe ... but let's face it ... you cannot 


cou rt:e~sy;-;;tKai;;:;;;C:~~ 
Senior Kate McCracken in the Edinburgh 
train station with more luggage then she 
would suggest. 


carry around a 70 pound backpack and 
be in the correct frame of mind to truly 
experience the amazing people, places, 
and events you will encounter during your 
travels. So here are a few tips to keep in 
mind when you start to pack. 


I. Pack enough clothes for I week 
at most ... face the fact that you will be a 
dirty traveler and take advantage of sinks 
in hostels, train stations, etc. to do your 
laundry. 


2. You don't need more than 2 pairs of 
shoes ... you stand out enough that nobody 
will be looking at your feet. 


3. Old towels and t-shirts are essen
tial. .. you can throw them out if you need 
to make room for souvenirs ... and trust me, 
by the end your adventures you will want 
to throw them out. 


4. Bring a notebook, deck of cards, 
Walkman, and a good book ... train rides 
are long and you will inevitably need to 
occupy time while you wait somewhere. 


5. If you think you'll only use some
thing once ... don't pack it ... buy it if you 
really need it later. 


6. Before you walk out the door, have 
someone close to you evaluate your pack
ing job .. .if they think you are out of line, 
trust them and ditch the extra weight. 


7. The smaller your backpack the 
better ... it is difficult to maneuver through 
crowds with a backpack the size of a small 
child on your back ... and the smaller the 
pack, the cheaper it is to store it in a train 
station locker. 


-Kate McCracken, K'05, 
Aberdeen, Scotland. 


Although my host mother in Caceres 
did not hesitate to tell me I was a little 
crazy, she was very supportive of my deci
sion to train for the Valencia Marathon. 
At lunch one day with my host broth-


ers and their 
girlfriends, she 
couldn't resist 
telling the 
entire familia: 
"Paige is going 
to run a mara
thon! Forty two 
kilometers! " 
she announced 
dramatically. 


At this, my 
host brother 
Hernan, a great 
joker, looked at 
me with mock 
horror, asking 
me in Spanish, 
"For what?!" Members of last year's Madrid group on a fall trip to Segovia, Spain. 


"Para la 
camiseta. For the t-shirt!" I threw back 
at him, and everyone around the table 
laughed. Conversation continued, and 
I found myself more involved in it than 
ever before, still glowing with delight at 
my first successful and spontaneous joke 
in Spanish and my host mother's first 
expression of pride in me. 


--Paige Biglin, K'04, 
Caceres, Spain. 


The most memorable experience I had 
on study abroad was a day trip I took with 
my host family to Sepulveda (20 minutes 
outside of Segovia). My Madre, herrnano 
and the other American living with us took 
a hike through the woods next to a vulture 
reserve, going through the hills, climbing 
rocks and just enjoying nature. There were 
vultures everywhere, it was amazing!! 
After the hike and a meal of roast lamb we 
drove out to the hermitage of San Frutos. 
The hermitage was built on a piece of 
land surrounded on three sides by a river 


and as time passed, the river carved out a 
canyon around it. The rocks on the sides 
of the canyon were all different colors 
and had almost a metallic look to them. 
It was so serene and peaceful that if you 
stopped for just a moment and closed your 
eyes, you experienced silence. And not 
regular silence; there was absolutely no 
sound-no wind, no talking, no nothing, 
just a pure silence. You could stand there 
for a moment and just be. It was beautiful 
and very moving. 


--len Renema, K'05, 
Madrid, Spain. 


Sophomores, don't forget that today, 
Thursday, November 4, the CIP is hosting 
their Study Abroad Fair in Old Welles from 
11-1 P.M. Good luck with your choices 
and applications. 


Compiled by Chelsea Phelps, 
Kate Boehm, Colin Baumgartner 


and Erika lost. 
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Students who take a year off before 'K': Part II 
Erika lost 


(OPY EDITOR 


expensive," said Whelwright. "When you're 
American, they always assume you have a lot 
of money. We didn't." 


overly burdensome because he said he "went to 
bed with the sun." 


"I'm not smart, but I'm very lucky," he said. 
"A room opened up and I ended up staying for 
free with this girl named Patio All I had to do was 
buy food and cook for myself, which I avoided Part I. including Brayshaw's experiences. can be 


found on page 3 of last week's paper. 
Out of spite, he said the driver took them to a 


"My dad worked in construction and was 
the coolest guy on Earth, and my brothers were 


Alex Whelwright, K'08, had been looking 
forward to a year abroad since his sister did the 
same. 


"I felt like I wasn't ready for college," he 
said. "It's a lot of money, and I think it would 
have been bad news if I' d gone last year. I think 
I have a better perspective now." 


Dwing and after his senior year, Whelwright, 
from Brunswick, Maine, worked as a Bagger in 
construction, sold fiuits and vegetables at a stand 
and held a job in retail. He saved little money 
over the summer, though, as the majority ofhis 
funds went to his apartment 


place that rented $1.80 a night 
'There were aU these women 


wearing nothing all around-I'm 
surprised we didn't figure any
thing out sooner," he said. "It was 
definitely a brothel. Jill wasn't too 
happy about that." 


For a week, Whelwright 
frequented the beach and rented a 
room for $3 a night There was a 
lot of crime in the city, however, 
and he and Jill were robbed. 
i..uckily, his father had a friend in 
Monte Verde, a small town nearl>y, 
and they dropped by one day and 
asked if he knew of a place they 
could stay. courtesy 


haIfthe time anyway." 
Two nights a week, Whelwright 


worked at a bar. He volunteered at 
a hospital with kids suffering from 
terminal diseases. 


'They didn't make fun of me 
when I tried to taIk," he said. 'They'd 
correct my Spanish enough, but not 
too much. 


"Antonio was really good at 
eating, so he was one of my favorites. 
I never found out what he had, but he 
was so cute. He couldn't talk really 
well and he'd run into things aU the 
time, but he was such a jolly kid." 


That May, Whelwright decided 
to "sell out" himself. 


That September, when his high school 
friends went to college, Whelwright decided to 
spend some time in Costa Rica. 


''It's cheaper and a different experience 
than living in the States," he said. "Why not 
Costa Rica?" 


"Really, what I meant was 
that he should let us stay, but 
whatever," said Whelwright. "We 


Alyssa Brayshaw, K'o8, (pictured) feeds ostrich in 
South America during her year off before entering 'K'. 


"I couldn't waste the opportu
nity," he said. 'This was far and away 
the best school I got into. And Michi


ganders have an edge I wasn't expecting." 
With his friend Jill, who was also taking 


a semester off before attending school, 
Whelwright took a plane to San Jose and asked 
the cab driver to recommend a place to stay. The 
driver took them to a hotel that rented rooms for 
$30 a night. 


stayed there for a night and then he referred us 
to one of the other families in town." 


Although his new "family" was hesitant 
to take Jill in, the two were soon right at home 
with their host parents, two brothers and sister. 
Whelwright helped teach an English class at 
a local school and coached basketball for $6 
a day-his entertainment expenses weren't 


great kids," said Whelwright "My mom was 
completely humorless, but she was a damn 
good cook. And Adriana, who was seven, always 
wanted to cut my hair and would draw on me." 


Alyssa Brayshaw, K'04, said her year off 
has made her more prepared for whatever she 
wants to do. 


"He got mad when we told him it was too 


Guess what. A recent study found that 25-35% 
of college students have a sexually transmitted dis
ease. After learning this statistic, I decided to write 
an article so gross about STDs that it would put any 
Halloween hijinks you might have seen last weekend 
to shame. You've been warned. 


The following are the most common STDs found. 
It is, by no means, an exhaustive list. I didn't even 
get to HIV/AlDS, which will kill you. This is just an 
exercise in grossness to encourage all you slackers 
out there to use a rubber or dental dam, including 
during oral, vaginal, and anal sex. It doesn't matter 
where you're puttering around, an STD can still be 
transmitted. 


First up: Chlamydia. Both men and women expe
rience burning sensations while urinating. Burning 
like the hells of fire. OK, maybe not that bad, but 
still very painful. A mild, yellow, or white mucus like 
discharge from the penis or vagina is also a symptom. 


When Jill "sold out" (went to school) that 
December, Whelwright returned to Maine, 
working at a Starbucks and a luggage store. In 
February, he left for Ecuador. 


'The experience made me ready for any 
situation," she said. "It really strengthened me 
as a person, making me more independent and 
confident with myself." 


Nothing will kill the mood (or your self-esteem) faster 
than dripping mucus. In women, a constant pain in the 
lower abdomen is common. And fellows, guess what? 
Your berries will swell up and cause you pain in addition 
to irritation around your twig. 


. Gonorrhea, also known as the clap, will also leave 
you screaming in pain when you pee. And again, dis
charge is involved, but this time it's a lovely creamy 
or green color. In women, irritation around the vulva 
is common. And guys? Sorry, but more testicular pain, 
and if left untreated, gonorrhea can complicate into 
epididymitis, where testes can swell to grapefruit size. 
I saw pictures on the internet, folks, and believe me; I 
had trouble keeping my dinner down. 


Herpes is up next. "Isn't that just like a cold sore?" 
Well, yes, only worse. You can contract herpes on your 
face around the mouth, or further south, in your genital 
region. It starts out with flu-like symptoms, lower back 
pain, more buming urination, and then it gets to the "cold 


sores." And when I say cold sore, I mean a bright red 
blister (think of chicken pox) that will crust over and 
scab before it heals. 


Finally, we get to crabs. Not the kind you get at 
Red Lobster, the pubic lice variety. Crabs can get into 
eyebrows, eyelashes, hair, and armpit hair, in addition 
to the pubic area. If you have crabs, you might feel 
run down, irritable, and have a mild fever. You'll also 
have intense itching at the site of infection, inflamed 
skin, and small red or bluish irritation caused by crab 
bites and defecation sites. Did you read that? Irritation 
caused by crab pool 


That last sentence might be the best thing I've 
ever written in my columnist career. 


So, use protection anytime you have any kind of 
sex, and get tested once a year by your physician. 


You may now eat your lunch. 


--Lynn Brewer, K'05 
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Students vote, don't vote 
Apathy and interest reign on election day at 'K' College 


Eli Savil 
NEWS EDITOR 


Throughout the 2004 campaign, 
a great deal of attention was focused 
on the college-age demographic. Polls 
showed that more college students 
took interest this campaign than ever 
before, and pollsters predicted that the 
presidential election couId swing on 
how many students went to the polls. 


As The Index went to press, 
numbers regarding student turnout 
nationwide were not yet available. 
Here at Kalamazoo College, how
ever, Election Day student turnout 
was decidedly mixed. A number of 
students interviewed on election night 
said that their interest in this election 
was intense and that they relished the 
opportunity to vote. Others, however, 
struck a decidedly apathetic tone. 


Freshman Therese Dernres said 
that she didn't vote because she "kept 
forgetting to register." However, she 
admitted that she did not hold a strong 
opinion about either the presidential 
candidates or the various other races 
on the ballot. 


"I didn't really think that the 
issues affected me," Demres said. "If 
I would have voted, I guess I would 
have voted for Kerry. I watched the 
debates and I liked what he had to 
say, but I don't really remember any 
specific things." 


Senior Kimberly Yourchock, on 
the other hand, said that she "proudly" 
cast her first ballot in any election this 


Tuesday. Although Yourchock had 
been eligible to vote in the 2002 con
gressional elections, she said thal she 
had not possessed "sufficient interest" 
to register and vote. 


But Yourchock said that her 
interest in politics had increased sig
nificantly in the last few years. Issues 
such as financial aid, education, and 
the war in Iraq sparked Yourchock's 
interest to such an extent that she reg
istered to vote in Kalamazoo. She cast 
her first presidential ballot Tuesday for 
George W. Bush at Woodward school. 
despite an hour-long wait at her poll
ingplace. 


The long lines at the polls, how
ever, were enough to deter sophomore 
Tyler Worst from voting. 


"I wasn't even going to vole 
initially. but then I figured I probably 
should," said Worst. "So I registered 
and everything, but then when I got to 
my polling place on Tuesday, I waited 
and waited in line for 45 minutes. I 
got really tired and plus I had class, 
so I just left." 


"In any case, I don't think I was 
well enough informed to make a deci
sion," said Worst. 


Worst's friend, sophomore Phil 
Weaver, echoed his sentiments. 


"I didn't vote because I didn't 
think I was well enough informed," 
said Weaver. "That was my own fault, 
I guess." 


Weaver said that he didn't have 
particularly strong opinions about 
either of the presidential candidates. 


(RIME BEAT 


Asked if he had opinions about other 
races or ballot initiatives such as 
Proposition Two, Weaver said that he 
"probably" did, but reiterated that he 
had not done enough research to make 
an informed opinion at the polls. 


Freshman Trevor Hough, who 
via absentee ballot, said that he had 
taken it upon himself to learn more 
about the candidates. Hough said 
that he had cast his ballot for George 
W. Bush because of he liked Bush's 
stance on terrorism more than that of 
Kerry. Hough said that he had taken 
an increased interest in politics during 
the past few years because he knew 
that he was going to be old enough 
to vote. 


"If you're going to vote, you 
should at least be informed," said 
Hough. 


For some students, the question 
of whether to vote was a simple one. 
Asked why she had voted in this 
year's election, freshman Hannah 
Arion-who cast an absentee ballot 
for Kerry-siroply replied that "it's 
the first election [for which I am) old 
enough to vote." 


For sophomore Thomas Greer, 
however, voting was a right that was 
not to be taken for granted. 


"This election is the first time I've 
been old enough to vote," said Greer, 
an African-American. "My ancestors 
fought for the right to vote, so I knew I 
had to honor them by voting." 


Greer cast his first vote via absen
tee ballot for Senator John Kerry. 


in past years, Crime Beat hus sen'ed us a way for 
students to assist semrity 011 matters of campus sqfof)-: 


Atternpted larceny Same lot, nothing taken. 
10/28 Burglary -- $160 worth of items and a radio 
were stolen from the same velucle as above. This I\'eek it makes its rerum in the Illde>;. 


If you have information on nny of thl:se case please 
contact security (337-7321): 


10/21 Vandalism - $400 worth of damage reported 
at the Calder press box. 
10123 - VandalismlBurglary - $600 damage was done 
to a vehicle in the Chrissy/Severn lot and $450 worth 
ofiterns was taken from it. 


10/29 Burglary $3300 worth of items, including 
two laptops, were stolen from a room in a campus 
residential hall. 


*Security note: Several vehicles have been broken 
into in the Chrissy/Severn area. Security is making extra 
patrols, but recommends that car owners do not keep 
valuables in their vehicles and keep them locked at 
all times. 


PINIONS 
PHOTO POLL 


What are you looking 
forward to on study abroad? 


"Learning how the other countries 
do things. America's actions effect 
every corner of the world and I'd 
like to investigate alternatives." 
--Rose Grose. K'OB. 


"Not being in Michigan" 
--Lisa Brenneman. K'OB. 


"Learning about new cultures and 
getting away from America." 
--Katie Gifford, K'OB. 


'The Thai food!" 
--Andrew Ridella. K'07. 


"Easier classes." 
--Brad Field, K'OB. 


--compiled by Amy Buer 







PORTS 
Editor s note: III hopes of keeping this page reader-friendlv, this 
column has been created. Check it Ollt \\'eek~y for updates on all 
'K'sports teams, 


Football falls to Olivet 
The Kalamazoo College football team suffered its sixth straight 
setback last Saturday, falling to Olivet 42-20. The Hornets were 
unable to stop the Fighting Comets' powerful running attack, 
which ranks first in Division III. Olivet selected to rush the ball 
every play from scrimmage except for one and compiled 374 
yards on the day, Sophomore quarterback Tim Kaselitz tossed 
two touchdowns to receivers Jeff Green and Stan Peplinski and 
senior linebacker Jeremy Vanisacker had a team-high 27 tackles 
for Kalamazoo, which drops to 1-7 on the year. This Saturday, 
the team takes on Adrian at I p.m, in its final home game of the 
season. 


Women victorious in first swimldive meet at Albion 
The winter sports season officially began last Saturday, when the 
Men's and Women's Swim and Dive teams tOok to the pool at 
Albion College. After a long afternoon of exciting team and indI
vidual races, the women emerged victorious over the Lady Brit
ons, 134-109, while the men fell 165-64. Junior Danielle Anstett 
paced the Lady Hornets, wining the 100-yard breaststroke and 
the 200-yard 1M as well as the 200-yard medley relay. Josh Pfau 
'OS (I OO-yard backstroke) and lae Waller '06 (50-yard freestyle) 
picked up the 10ne"Wllls for the men, who competed without 
senior All-Amencan Andrew Kurtz. Both squads take on Hope 
this Saturday III Holland. 


Cross country goes "against the wind" 
Entenng their conference championship meet last Saturday in 
Grand Rapids, the !\1en's and Women's cross country squads 
confronted an unexpected and uncontrollable opponent-the 
wind. Running against 30 mph gusts, members of both teams 
posted slower than average times as the women took fourth and 
the men sixth. In the women's race senior captain Lauren Puretz 
raced extremely well, placing sixth out of 130 total runners at 24: 
37. Sophomore Katie Drumm (23"') and Senior Paige Biglin (24th) 
were close behind. Max Melstrom '07 led the men's team with a 
time of27:51 (31 "). Both teams have this weekend off before the 
NCAA Regional in Alma November 13. 


More bonon for soccer players 
And if you don't know, now you know. These men and women's 
teams have some pretty talented players, as 'K' took home some 
soccer honors for the third straight week. This time it was seDlor 
goalkeeper Adam Antczak, who gave up just one goal in three 
games for the men and fresbman defensive specialist Rachel 
Fedore, who helped preserve the ninth shutout of the season for 
the women. Each player won MIAA Defensive Player of the Week 
honors in their respective sports, 


Number of the Week 
81 - Number of Saves by Hornet Hockey Goaltender Chris 


KJiernan in a 10-0 loss to Hope College. 


The Index 


'K' Basketball to play WMU Saturday 
Eli Melaas 


SPORTS EOITOR 


Thanks to new sanctions 
implemented this summer by the 
NCAA, the Kalamazoo College 
basketball program has 
both a grand opportunity 
and challenging task at 
hand this Saturday after
noon. 


smaller four year IDstitutions for 
early season exhibitions. That 
opens the door for these smaller 
schools, such as 'K,' to test 
themseslves against the stiffest 
of competition. 


the opportunity. We have an 
extremely challenging schedule 
this season and I can't think 
of a better way to prepare for 
those games ahead than to get 
ourselves going against a team 


like Western." 
The Hornets will 


certainly have to bring 
their 'A' game if they 
are going to have any 
chance at knocking 
off the Broncos, who 
quali fied for the pres
tigious NCAA Tourna
ment last spring. 


-photo courtesy of ' K' Men's Basketball. 


The Hornets will kick 
off the 2004-2005 season 
playing the defending 
Mid American Confer
ence champion Western 
Michigan University 
in an exhibition game 
at University Arena in 
Kalamazoo. Previously, 
Division I teams were 
allowed to schedule 
exhibition games against 
travel and international 
squads . However, the 
NCAA decided to abol-


Senior Forward Tony Wichmann leads the Hornets 
into the 2004-05 season. A captain this season, 
Wichmann averaged 14.3 points and 6.5 rebounds 
per game last season. 


"Western is very 
well coached, has an 
explosive perimeter 
game led by All-MAC 
performer Ben Reed, 
and will be very physi
cal inside," explained 
Passage . "Our main 
concern is that we play 


ish those scrimmages as a way to 
prevent outside influences from 
college basketball. Consequently, 
top-notch programs such as the 
Broncos were scrambling to find 


And as far as playing West
ern is concerned, Kalamazoo 
head coach Rob Passage is more 
than delighted. 


"We are very excited about 


hard, compete for 40 
minutes, and do our best to rep
resent Kalamazoo College." Tip 
off is at 2:00 P.M. in Kalamazoo's 
Unversity Arena and regular 
admission is 13 dollars. 


MIAA volleyball tournament heats up 
Roger Garfield 
OPINIONS EDITOR 


The Kalamazoo College 
women's volleyball team lost 
to Alma and defeated Hope last 
week in their final games of the 
MIAA regular season. The Lady 
Hornets finished third in the 
league. 


The Oct. 26 contest at Alma 
was a tough one; the Hornets lost 
0-3. Junior Stefanie Salasky led 
the way with 9 kills. Krissy 
VanAsperen K '06 had 14 digs. 


Kalamazoo responded admi
rably two days later, upending 
Hope 3-2 in an exciting home 
battle. With the stands at Ander
son Athletic Center brimming 
wi th charismatic fans, seniors 
Megan Erskine and Anny Price 
notched 18 and 17 kills respec
tively to close out their regular 


season careers at "The Hi ve." 
The Hornets then hosted 


sixth place finisher 
Albion on Tuesday. In 
that contest, Price led the 
team with I 0 kills, while 
junior Erica Sovey had 21 
assists and VanAsperen 
contributed 1 I digs as the 
Hornets finished with a 
30-24, 30-25, 30-15 vic
tory. 


Next up is Calvin 
in the semifinals Friday 
night at Alma. 


"This is very simi
lar to 2002 where we 
beat Albion, then beat 
Calvin and Alma to win 
the tournament," coach 
Jeanne Hess said. "We're 
looking forward to doing 
it again." 


Alma is undefeated in 


the league and the heavy favorite 
this weekend. 












BRIEFS 
Ginsberg to speak 


Benjamin Ginsl;>erg, from 
lohns Hopkins University 
will the 2004 Weber Lectures 
in Government and Society 
today and Friday. The first 
lecture, "Elections and Presi
dential Power" will begin 
at 8 P.M. in the Olmsted 
Room. The second lecture, 
"Downsizing Democracy," 
will begin at 10:50 A.M. in 
Stetson Chapel. Both events 
carry LAC credit. 


Dorrien has eleventh 
book published 


Gary Dorrien, the Ann 
V. and Donald R. Parfet 
Distinguished Professor 
at Kalamazoo College 
published a book entitled 
Imperial Designs: Neocon
servatism and the New Pax 
Americana in September. 
The book was published by 
Routledge. 


INSIDE 


Turn to pages 4 and 5 
for an in-depth look at 
Homecoming includ
ing vintage pictures, a 
detailed look at reunion 
classes and a preview 
of the football game. 


Five 'K' College professors up for tenure 
Sessily WaH 
STAFF WRITER 


Associate Professors and teach with the title 
for seven or eight years before becoming full 
professors. 


To determine if the candidate possesses these 
qualities, the FPC reviews the work the faculty 
members do during their time at the college, said 
Professor lan Tobochnik of the Physics Department 
and Chair of the FPC. 


In recognition of their abilities in teaching 
and advising and works in the campus community, 
four assistant professors may soon receive the 
tenure award, guaranteeing them continued 


Tenure is granted to those who possess the 
characteristics of a "teacher-scholar," said Provost 


employment at the college. 
Those up for tenure are: Assistant 


Professors Laura Furge of the Chemistry 
Department, Regina Stevens-Truss of the 
Chemistry Department, Andy Mozina of the 
English Department, Richard Koenig of the 
Art Department and Guoqi Xu of the History 
Department. 


When the college hires someone with a 
new Ph.D., he or she works with the title of 
assistant professor. After teaching at the col
lege for a six-year probationary period, with 
reviews at the end of the first, second and 
fourth years, a tenure review takes place. 


The Faculty Personnel Committee 
(FPC), an elected faculty committee, does 
the review and makes a recommendation 


-photo by Merideth Lacina 


Assistant professors Laura Furge (left) and Regina 
Stevens-Truss, both from the Chemistry department, 


"[We review] the faculty member's 
personal statement about their teaching, 
research and service to the College, state
ments from the Department Chair, Divi
sion Chair, chairs of committees on which 
the faculty member served and any other 
statements contributed by faculty, staff, 
students and alumni," said Tobochnick. 


"We also look at all the course evalu
ations and scholarly material produced by 
the faculty member. We obtain external 
reviews (usually four) from faculty around 
the country. And we also look at the overall 
record of courses taught, advising, SIP's 
and CD's supervised and service to the 
Department and the College." 


to the provost, who independently reviews are up for tenure review this year. 


Mahler said K College gives more 
importance to student input than major 
universities. 


"The University of Michigan and 
other large universities will give someone who is a 
marginal instructor tenure or continued reappoint
ment if they are doing path-breaking research," 
said Mahler. "There are faculty at large universi-


all materials and makes a recommendation to the Greg Mahler. 
president. The president, in turn, makes a recom- ''The idea of the 'teacher-scholar' is based on 
mendation to the board of trustees, which makes the three-legged stool of teaching and advising, 
the final decision. service to the college and surrounding community 


Once professors receive tenure, they become and scholarship," he said. See Tenure on page 3. 


US News rankings for 'K' College show significant jump 
Colin Baumgartner 


year, making direct comparisons Association rankings, moving past News rule. This makes the GLCA 
more reasonable. The overall score Earlham (IN) and the College of data all the more important to the 


EDlTOR·IN-CHEIF improved from 58 to 62, and spe- Wooster (OH). She believed this to college. Newton noted several areas 


The college announced last cHic areas that the college improved be an equally, if not more important where the college can still improve 


week that it had made a notable in include: statistic. to be more competitive with the top 


climb in the U.S. News ratings * Actual graduation rate, which ''The rankings don't necessarily GLCA institutions. 


of national liberal arts colleges in increased from 74% to 77%. tell us the quality of the education The overall score is based 25% 


2005, moving from its position last *Faculty resources rank, which available at the institution,"Newton on academic reputation, a subjective 


year at #66 all the way to #53. improved from 151 to 1 0 1 primarily said. "However, it is useful to com- category based on other school's 


According to Dean of Enroll- because of increased classes with pare ourselves to the institutions in responses, as well as 20% on 
ment 10ellen Silberman and Asso- less than 20 students. the lower group [the GLCA]." Graduation and Retention, 20% on 
ciate Provost Carolyn Newton, * Student acceptance rate Oberlin College (OH) remained Faculty Resources, 15% on Selectiv-


the rankings hike is due to both decreased by 3%, keeping selec- the highest ranked GLCA institution, ity, 10% on Financial Resources, and 
the college's improvement and tivity relatively high. but no school jumped as high as 5% each on Graduation Rate Perfor-
changes in the overall scores of *Financial resources rank Kalamazoo. mance and Alumni Giving. 
other institutions. jumped from III to 100. Since K is in the national lib- -this report wru rusisted by 


Usually the ranking formula Newton also noted that the eral arts colleges group, they are Business Editor, Kate McCraken 
changes on a yearly basis, but this college has jumped from eighth to not allowed to also participate in See page 7 for an opinion and 
time it remained the same as last sixth in the Great Lakes Colleges the Midwest group, due to a US photo poll on the report. 







N TH·E 
KATE'S PEOPLE 


Favorites: 


Name: Sara Goldstein 
Birthday: December 17, 1985. 
Hometown: Deleware, OR. 
Year: Freshman. 
Dorm: Crissey. 
Studies: Anticipated major in Eng
lish, minor in Political Science, and 
concentration in Women's Studies. 
Classes: Intro to Women's Studies, 
Environmental SCience and Visions 
of America: On Page. 
Activities: POWER, the College 
Democrats and the Cauldron. 


Rocketstar drink: Hot chocolate- large. 
Professor: Gail Griffin, English. 
Smell: Vanilla incense. 
Texture: Corduroy. 
Sodexho entree: Spaghetti O's and Lucky Charms. 
BeatIe: John. 
Campus spot: Humphrey 1I0use- the whole place. 
Font: Courier New. 
Childhood toy: Magic 8 Ball. 
Dorm room item: Dave Matthews poster. 
American novel: Barbara Kingsolver, The Poisollwood Bible. 
Song this week: "Dial ate" Ani DiFranco. 
Song lyric: "Don't burn the day away" -Dave Matthews Band.. 
Quote: "Our doubts are traitors and make us lose the good we 


oft might win by fearing to attempt." William Shakespeare, Mea
sure For Measure. 


What is your current AIM icon? A clownfish. 
If you were an animal cracker, what would you be? If it 
doesn't have to be a cracker that exists- I would be a stego
saurus. 
List three adjectives with which your friends would 
describe you: Encrgetic, compassionate and studious. 
List three adjectives with which you would describe your
self: Passionate, curious and enigmatic. 
What are your passions? I love the writtcn word in general, 
music, coffee shops, the fall, philosophical discussions, ques
tions and questioning, astronomy. I'm obessed with stars, I 
havc them all over my room. I love anything written by Sylvia 
Plath and Roald Dahl (especially The BFG). 
What brought you to 'K'? My parents arc both professors at 
a GLC A college, so if I attended a GLCA college my tuition 
was paid for I discmered 'K' without even knowing it was a 
Gl C A school, though, and fclllO love \\ Ith it because ofth~ 
English program al'd ~tudy abroad rhe fact that it was 10 the 
GLCA made my parents happy, and here I am. 
If you could change one thing about the world, what "ould 
it be? That women could unite under one goal of achievint' 
world ec,ualJty and n t hl: di, Idcd among ~o man~ issues and 
concerns. 


UAD The Index 


A Word from the President 
My fellow students-


I trust that the quarter is going 
well for all of you. I am pleased 
to report the results oflast week's 
Student Commission elections. 
Here are their names and the 
positions they will hold for this 
upcoming quarter. Should at any 
point in this quarter you have a 
question, comment or concern 
about anything going on here at 
'K, ' please feel free to contact one 
of these individuals and they will 
assist you the best that they can. 
Here are your representatives. 


Vice President: Kate 
McCracken 


Public Relations Director: 
Erin Mazzoni 


Secretary: Helen Son 
Campus Life Committee 


Chair: Julie Nguyen 
Campus Life Committee: 


Suzy Boyce, Holly Muir 
Educational Policies Com


mittee Chair: Josh Vandeburgh 


Here's a look at campus 
events in the week ahead: 


Today 7 P.M., Dewing 103 
(LAC) - Ron Atkinson, from 
the University of South 
Carolina, gives a lecture 
entitled "Education During 
the Transition from Apart
heid to a New South Africa, 
1985-1995." 


8 P.M., Olmsted Room 
(LAC) - Benjamin Ginsberg, 
from Johns Hopkins Univer
sity, gives the 2004 Weber 
Lecture entitled "Elections 
and Presidential Power." 


Friday 10:50 AM., Stetson 
Chapel (LAC) - Ginsberg 
gives an encore lecture 
entitled "Downsizing 
Democracy." 


Saturday 1 P.M. Angell Field 
- Football hosts Albion 


Educational Policies Com
mittee: Sean Farmer, Ryan 
McGraw 


Food and Health Commit
tee: Kate Nestor, Stephanie 
Rashewsky 


International Policies Com
mittee: Gabrielle Milosic, Cait
lin Paul 


Athletic Committee: Alex 
Guppy, Stefanie Salasky, Andrew 
Yarger 


Living/Learning Unit Repre
sentative: Dorian Jones 


Campus Commissioners' 
Tom Bergman, Alaina Brinley, 
Kyle Fletke, Macy Lepper, Lauren 
Migliore, Niki Neuman, Lauren 
Waltersdorf 


Experiential Education Com
mittee: Jenn Russart* 


* Unfortunately, I was not 
aware that the Experiential Edu
cation Committee position was 
still acti ve until after elections 
had begun. I have appointed Jenn 
Russart to fill the position for the 


HAPPENINGS 
(homecoming). 


1:30 P.M. MacKenzie Field 
- Men's Soccer hosts Albion. 
9 P.M. - 1 AM. Old Welles 
- Homecoming Dance: "A 
Night on the Town." 


Sunday 2 P.M. MacKenzie Field 
- Women's Soccer hosts Illinois 
Wesleyan. 


4 P.M. St. Augustine 
Cathedral, 542 W. Michigan 
Ave. - Huw Lewis, Organist, 
a Kalamazoo Bach Festival 
Event. Tickets ~10/~5 stu
dents. 


Monday 5-8 P.M. Old Welles 
- Episcopal Campus Ministry 
hosts a Labyrinth Walk, an 
ancient form of meditation 
and prayer, open to everyone 
and all faiths (or none). 


8 P.M. Recital Hall (LAC) 
- Dhera Strauss presents a 
documentary film entitled 


quarter and elections will be held 
for this position in Winter Quarter. 
I apologize for my error. 


These students, Finance 
Director Nick Culp and I are your 
Student Commission Representa
tives for the Fall Quarter. If you 
are interested in learning more 
about what each of their positions 
entail, please visit our website at 
http://www.kzoo.edu/students/ 
stucomm/ under the By-Laws 
section. If you have any ques
tions about the election, including 
numeric results, please feel free to 
contact me at kO 1 alO4@kzoo.edu. 
Thank you for all of those who 
chose to participate in our elec
tion process. I look forward to 
addressing you again in the next 
week or so. Until then, take care 
and all the best. 


Faithfully Submitted, 
Austin Litvak 
Student Commission President 
2004-05 


Neighbors in the Square. 


Tuesday 7 P.M. Anderson 
Athletic Center - Women's 
Volleyball hosts Calvin. 


Wednesday 4 P.M. MacK
enzie Field - Men's Soccer 
hosts Alma. 


7 P.M. Dalton Theatre 
(LAC) - Benjamin A. Slack 
gives a lecture entitled "Cre
ating Yattering." 


Thursday 8 P.M. Stetson 
Chapel (LAC) - Peter C. 
Hodgson, from Vanderbilt 
University, gives the 2004 
Armstrong Lecture entitled 
"Christian Theology in an 
Age of Terror: A Critique of 
the War on Terror." 


If you have an event coming 
up, let us know! E-mail 
Index@kzoo.edu. 
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Inside the Living and Learning Housing units 


Erika Jost 
COpy EDITOR 


After living on campus and learning they weren't quite 
cut out for dorm life, the members of the five Living and 
Learning houses have carved out cozier homes for them
selves this year. Sharing a $3,000 budget from the school, 
the eight- to ten-member houses plan poetry slams, guest 
speakers and community service trips, playing an integral 
role in student life. 


"Plus, we don' t have community baths or caf food," 
said Annie Wanger-Schulhan '07 of the Sustainable Living 
House. 


Enough said. 


Sustainable Living House 
Michael's Jackson 's "Thriller" played quietly in the 


background, much to the chagrin of a few housemembers, 
but Thursday night supper in the Sustainable Living House 
(SLH) was a pleasant affair overall. It was the first appear
ance of meat on the table since the eight sophomores moved 
in two weeks ago-Rachel Hill '07 made bean burritos with 
an option of chicken, but the chicken plate remained virtually 
untouched at the end of the meal. 


As the first environmental house, located on Lovell Street 
near DeWaters, SLH's goals are to reduce waste and support 
local businesses, said Jackie Ball '07. 


"It's a lifestyle anyone can live," said Ball. "We buy only 
as much food as we're going to eat, we recycle, we compost 
our trash, we make sure our electronics are off when we're 
not using them. We buy mostly organic foods and shop at 
local stores, like Felpausch and the Gourmet Pantry." 


This fall, the house is having Dan Lipson of the environ
mental science department speak on issues of sustainability 
and environmental consciousness, said head liaison Emily 
Fraser '07. They are also interested in community service 
opportunities outside of what the school offers. 


Most of the members were involved with EnvOrg on 
campus when they started planning the house last fall, but 
they represent a wide range of majors, religious backgrounds 
and political ideologies, as became evident when their con
versation skirted the presidential debates. 


"We even have a Republican," said Wanger-Schulhan. 
Despite their busy schedules, the house members come 


together every evening for dinner, cooked by a different 
person every night and 
always available in vegan 
and vegetarian varieties. 


"Our focus isn't solely 
on a common interest, but a 
way ofliving," said Fraser. 
"We put more emphasis on 
community and changing 
our personal habits ." 


At the end of the meal , 
everyone helped clear the 
table , setting aside some 
leftover food for house 
members who had other 


during 


of community because there's stuff we have to get done 
together. " 


By the wall of quotes, both printable and otherwise, 
in their common room, it seems the 10 girls have had little 
trouble getting comfortable with each other. 


The house serves as a resource for students who want 
to be involved in community service, said Trager. As of 
now, they have a trip planned for the Assisted Living 


Center and a guest sched
uled to speak about cancer 
awareness. 


Kelly Amirhein '07 
became interested in the 
house after taking a class 
called Community Service 
Learning. 


"I've always loved work
ing with krds," she said. "We 
got to lead these experiments 
with bleach at the elementary 
school, and after that I wanted 
to get more involved in com
munity service." engagements 


dinner. 
"That's another thing," 


said Ball. "We always clean 
our dishes. That just doesn't 
get done in a dorm." 


-photo by Merideth Lacina 


The Sustainability house (pictured) is located on Lovell Rd, 
behind Dewaters and Trowbridge Halls and is dedicated to 
sustainable living and environmental conciousness. 


Though the girls are still 
living in a hall, they get the 
feeling of more indepen
dence, said Megan Chuhran 


Service Learning House 
On Saturday morning in the basement of Crissey, the 


girls in the Service Learning House gathered around the 
table for Pops cereal. Some of them have known each other 
since last year, but some were pulled in to join the house 
at the last minute. 


"The house is a good way to make new friends," said 
head liaison Lauren Trager ' 07. "There's a greater sense 


'07 . 
"It's nice to be kind of separate, but still on campus, 


still in the middle of things," said Chuhran. "And we get 
our own kitchen." 


Which brings them together for Sunday meetings, as 
every member of the house takes turns making dessert. 


To be continued next week with the WeI/ness House, 
the Women s Resource Center and the Creative Expres
sion House. 


Tenurelbenefits of tenure to college 
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Professor Andy Mozina of the 
English department is up for 
tenure review this year. 


Continued from page 1. 
ties who teach almost no students or 
only graduate students." 


"People who come here to teach 
come here to teach," said Mahler. 


At each review of a faculty 
member, the board reads evaluations 
from every student in that professor's 
classes. For the tenure review, letters 
are solicited from seniors and former 
students about the faculty member. 


"The difference between the 
tenure and untenured faculty lies 
more in the limitations that are placed 
upon them," said Associate Profes-


sor Regina Stevens-Truss. "Often, 
untenured faculty spend so much 
time worrying about tenure that 
we are afraid to show ourselves. A 
tenured faculty can let go of some of 
his or her feelings of inhibition and 
be oneself." 


"A faculty body that is largely 
tenured is a sign of a healthy 
College," Furge said, "and that 
strengthens the reputation of the 
institution. and thus the reputation of 
the degrees conferred. Tenure lends 
greater legitirnac} and credibility 
to the work I do with professional 


organizations. in writing research 
grant proposals to obtain external 
funding for student research. and in 
recommending students for gradu
ate school, professional school and 
internships." 


For some, tenure is just the 
icing on the cake. 


"For me," says Stevens-Truss. 
"receiving tenure would signify that 
what I have done. what I do and what 
I will continue to do is appreciated. 
Tenure is a form of appreciation and 
a culmination of several years of pre
senting myself to the school." 


-photo by Merideth Lacina 


Professor Richard Koenig of 
the Art department is also up 
for tenure review this year. 
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Homecoming brings class of 1979 back together 
Chelsea Phelps 
FEATURES EDITOR 


About 50 people from the class 
of 1979 will return to the college 
during homecoming for their 25 th 


year reunion, said class representa
tive Mary King '79. 


'79, are looking forward to seeing 
the changes that have occurred on 
campus. 


'''The new library is going to be 
state-of-the-art, which will be terrific," 
said King. '''There have been lots of 
other changes on campus, like the 
large new science building. It wiU be 
nice to see what aU bas changed." 


campus," she said. "They walked 
around like they owned the place and 
I thought, 'Who are these people?' 


"But I still feel at home on 
campus and am really looking 
forward to coming back," said 
King. "And I will be happy to be 
involved with the current students 
on campus." 


courtesy of the' archives. 


"We're really lOOking forward 
to coming back primarily because 
we made really close friends at 'K' 
and we're looking forward to seeing 
them," she said. 


Some things, however, never 
change. 


Activities kick off Friday night 
at Humphrey House and continue on 
Saturday with a picnic on the Quad, 
the football game and a dinner at the 
Radisson Plaza Hotel. 


In honor of Homecoming and the many alumni returning 'home' this 
week, The Index has dedicated our center spread to Homecomings past 
and present. Enjoy the vintage Homecoming pictures, collected by 
one of our photo editors, Merideth Lacina, and other special features. King and her husband Ken, also 


"When I was in school I remem
ber that there were always aU of these 
people who came in and invaded the 


Chapel Chat 
by Jeanne Hess 


My oldest son is a sophomore at the Umversity of 
Michigan, and as we prepared all summer to take him 
to school his freshman year, my friends, relatives and 
even acquaintences felt the need to tell me how hard it 
would he, and that I would cry and grieve like there was 
no tomorrow, and J must admit that I know some friends 
who have done that. 


Being an emotional person anyway, r took it as 
gospel and assumed that I would cry all the way home 
from Ann Arbor. Well, it really dIdn't happen that day: 


perhaps because you raise your kids to become independent, 
fully functionong beings and this event was an affinnation 
of my excellent parenting skills combined with the fact that 
I am involved in higher education and I see this process on 
a yearly basis. 


The story does not end there, as my husband can attest. 
The crying and grieving happened when he came back to 
Kalamazoo for the first time in late fall and he was leaving to 
go "back home" to Ann Arbor. It was THEN that it really hit 
me -- he has a new home, even though he will probably live 
in about 10 different places before he moves on, all in spite 
of, or perhaps because of, my excellent parenting skillls. 


So now Homecoming here at K has a new expanded 
meaning for me. All of those who have come before you, 
the current student body, come back to their very first "home 


away from home" to honor that time in their life when 
they finally became independent. While the alums are 
here on campus, seek them out, ask what it was like, 
and ask them about their perception of the value of 
their time here now that they've moved on. 


Their wisdom can become a valuable piece of your 
education - a piece that is unavailable most of the time. 
I'm thrilled with our new extemship program because it 
is one-on-one Wisdom sharing and our students benefit 
so greatly from the experiences of one who has gone 
before. Think of this weekend as your opportunity to 
do a mini-extemship with alumni from many decades, 
places and careers. 


Welcome, alumni! We are proud to have you back 
'home" again, even if just for a moment. 
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Homecoming game a must-win 
Hornetfootball drops to 0-2 in the conference, 1-4 overall 


Roger Garfield 
OPINIONS EDITOR 


Last Saturday, the football team lost 21-
14 to league opponentWisconsin-Lutheran 
in an exciting game that came right down 
to the wire. 


The Hornets led most of the way and 
were up 14-7 with six minutes to play, but 
the Warriors managed to score two touch
downs in the closing minutes to defeat the 
visiting Hornets. 


Kalamazoo struck first, scoring early in 
the second quarter on a ten-yard pass from 
sophomore quarterback Tim Kaselitz to 
receiver Mike 
Leifeld '07. The 
score remained 
7 -0 until late in 
the third when 
the Warriors' 
star tailback 
Matt Kehl took 
it in from 14 
yards out to 
tie the game at 
seven. 


again at the 1: 15 mark to seal the deal for 
the Warriors. Kehl carried the ball 34 times 
on the afternoon and amassed 166 yards and 
three touchdowns. 


The Kalamazoo running attack did not 
fare quite as well. The ball carriers combined 
for only 13 total yards from scrimmage in 
the game. Receiver Jeff Green '06, who 
caught ten passes for 106 yards to lead the 
Hornets on the day, said he thinks the run
ning game must improve for the team to 
have more success. 


"We've got to establish the run," Green 
said. "That will open up the pass more." 


The passing attack was a bit more 


- Photo by Merideth Lacina. 


potent. Kas
eltiz com
pleted 24 of 
44 passes for 
273 yards 
with two 
touchdowns 
and two 
intercep
tions. Leif
eld caught 
five passes, 
junior Stan
ley Peplin
ski four, and 
Woodfork 
three. 


With less 
than II min
utes left in the 
game, Kaselitz 
hooked up with 
senior wideout 
James "Woody" 
Woodfork for a 
56-yard touch
down reception 
off a deflected 


The Hornet football team (pictured here at a practice 
earlier this week), is currently 1-4 overall and 0-2. in the 
MIM. They are readyforthis weekend's Homecoming 
tilt with Albion, 1-1 in the conference and 3-2. overall. 


"He's a 
young QB, 
but he's get
ting better 
every week," 
said Green 


pass. However, 
the Hornet defense had trouble stopping 
Kehl. 


He scored with 5:45 remaining and then 


of Kaselitz. 
The Hornets, now 1-4 overall and 0-2 in the 


MlAA, host the Albion Britons this week in the 
annual Homecoming game. Albion has an over-


all record of3-2, with a 
I-I league record. They 
will travel to Kalamazoo 
Saturday coming off 
a 51-19 trouncing of 
Tri-State. 


Homecoming 
games are enjoyable. 
Many alumni return for 
the weekend and the 
stands are packed more 
than usual. Fans can 
expect to see an excit
ing game this Saturday 
at 1 p.m. at Angell Field, 
said Green. 


"We've always 
had close games with 
Albion over the years," 
Green said. "This one is 
no different. It's a must
win." 


Kalamazoo College in 1979 ... 
Total annual 'K' costs: $5,949. "'-
Songs heard walking down the quad: "My Sbarona" The Knack, "r Wtll Survive" Gloria 
Gaynor, "Do Ya Think I'm Sexy" Rod Stewart and ''Too Much Heaven" The Bee Gees. 
On the 'must-read' list: Sophie s Choice William Styron and Jailbird Kurt Vonnegut Jr. 
Necessary late-night movies: Star Trek, Superman, Rocky II, Alein and Life of Bl'ian. 
'K' theater productions: A Streetcar Named Desire, The Taming of the Shrew. 
National Health, A Comedy of Errors and The Diary of Anne Frank. 
Student concerns: Social justice (equality for women and minorities). post-Vietnam 
questions, world conflicts. non-conformity. study abroad, post-graduation plans ... 
Traditions: the quarter system, junior year study abroad, Homecoming, Monte Carlo, 
Quadstock. midnight Frisbee golf, feeding squirrels, steak nights in the cafeteria, 
homework on the quad every sunny day, The Index, The Boiling Pot, on-campus 
movies and events. off-campus parties, sledding down the quad on cafeteria trays, 
Day of Gracious Living and plenty of stress. 


Apparently some things always stay the same. --K. Boehm, Layout 
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Zaide Pixley: Behind the first-year figurehead 
Kara Purcell 
STAFF WRITER 


Those of you who know Dr. Zaide 
Pixley are aware she is involved in an 
abundance of activities at 'K.' Along 
with teaching for the last 19 years, she 
is in charge of the First-Year Experi
ence (FYE) program, which includes 
planning orientation and overseeing all 
of the first-year seminars, while teach
ing one herself. As a result of Pixley's 
dedication to the FYE program, it has 
been nationally recognized and 'K' was 
chosen in 2002 as an "Institution of Excel
lence in the First College Year" by the 
National Policy Center on the First Year 
of College. FYE was also recognized in 
2004 in US News and World Report's 
"Academic Programs to Look For." 


Q. What hobbies and interests do you 
have outside of 'K'? A. "I love to go to 
thrift shops. I like to garden. We have an 
arts-and-crafts bungalow built in 1928 so I 
like to 'play house' and decorate. I try to go 
for a walk every day and I like to hang out 
with my children, watch movies, and make 
homemade pizza. I like to go to plays, and 
we spend time with good friends who are in 
the theater department at Western." 


the Farmer's Market and I think she's right. 
The Kalamazoo Non-Violent Opponents of 
War (KNOW) [also inspire me]. I admire 
them because they ask questions that are 
sometimes unpopular and they are always 
there. Every Sunday, they are downtown on 
the corner whether it's hot or cold.!' 


themselves. Don't expect to always have 
the answer because sometimes we are not 
ready for the answer. We have to learn to 
love the questions and someday we will live 
into the answers. Try to be comfortable with 
ambiguity. The problem with that is it means 
everything is all the same, which it isn't, 


Q. What is the most important thing 
for you to accomplish? What are you 
passionate about? A. "I think the interna
tional intercultural education is what I feel 
passionate about because I think we ['K'] 
are particularly suited to do that well." 


Q. Is t~ere one thing 
you live by or a phi
losophy you have 
about life? A. "I 
think I have to say I'm 
trying to live by Bene
dictine principles (the 
principles laid out by 
St. Benedict), which 
are that your life 
should have time for 
work, time for read
ing, time for contem
plation, time for rest. 
It's finding the time, 
claiming the time to 
live in a balanced and 
harmonious way. And 
it's hard because our 


Katie 


Dr. Zaide Pixley, 'K' professor and 
chair of the First-Year Experience. 


so I guess my last piece of 
advice would be use this 
time and space to search 
for your own values." 


Q. What do you want 
your legacy to be? A. 
"For us to make 'K' into a 
place where we would have 
more time to value what 
we have here and make 
the most of it: to make the 
most of our opportunities 
to talk with each other and 
learn from each other. I 
would also be helping the 
college to do what our mis
sion statement says, which 
is preparing students for a 
diverse and complex world. 


Q. What organizations and activities 
are you involved in? A. "I am part of 
the American Council on Education Inter
nationalization task force because I am 
co-chair of the Early Alert committee. I am 
on the Academic Standards committee, the 
assessment committee, the committee on 
teaching, and I am a member of the Aca
demic Council, who are the division chairs 
and the people who report to the provost. I 
am a member of the student development 
staff. I am also a member of the 1833 
Society, a group of 'K' College supporters. 


Q. Who has inspired you the most? A. 
"I would say the students here are inspiring 
because they are bright, interested and curi
ous. Some of my students here want more 
than we can give and they want to be chal
lenged and supported, and I want our stu
dents and faculty to be very comfortable in a 
very diverse world. My children inspire me 
too because they have very high standards. 
They push us. Our son is in Germany, our 
daughter is in Ecuador and our other son is 
in Kalamazoo, but he is talking about going 
to India for his senior year. My daughter is 
very interested in sustainable agriculture, so 
we have to hide our Meijer's bags. She wants 
us to shop at the People's Food Co-op and 


society values productivity, in what we 'do' 
more than who we are. I guess that's part of 
a liberal arts education because you can talk 
more about who people are." 


As another part of my legacy, I think would 
be really great if we could become a more 
nurturing campus. We could help people 
develop a sense of unity and comfort, which 
I think enhances academics." 


Let's be honest. The 
reason most people our age 
have sex is not to procreate, 
not because it adds intimacy 
to a relationship, not because 
it's a great workout, etc. We 
do it because it feels good. 
And if you and your part
ner want to feel even better 
during sex, you should stimu
late various areas on the body 
that increase arousal and even 
enhance orgasm(s). 


These sexy hot spots 
are the Erogenous Zones, 
and they vary from person 


Q. What advice would you give to stu-
dents? A. "Learn to love the questions Next week: Professor Karyn Boatwright 


THE SEX FILES: EROGENOUS ZONES 
to person. The following is not 
meant to be a foreplay checklist, 
but more of a guideline to help 
you and your partner. Communi
cation is crucial in dealing with 
these zones-if your partner 
brushes up against an area that 
gets you going, tell him or her. 
Don't be afraid to release your 
inner Spielberg and direct your 
partner. 


When having sex with a 
woman, many people overlook 
the most important zone of all: 
her brain. Most women love 
romance, which is why they 


like those sappy chick flicks, 
romantic books and boy bands 
crooning about everlasting love. 
Use this to your advantage and 
set a romantic mood. 


Men, on the other hand, 
are extremely visual creatures, 
which is why they appreciate 
a pole dance much more than 
reading a book. To get the party 
started, try a strip tease, leaving 
lights on, mirrors, anything that 
will enhance the visual aspect 
of sex. 


When stimulating the erog
enous zones, try mixing it up. 


Instead of simple rubbing or 
groping, try kissing or blowing 
warm breaths on these parts of 
the body to keep your partner 
guessing. Variety is key to ensur
ing repeat business. 


The major erogenous zones, 
which are most common in 
delighting the ma~ses, are the 
earlobes, nipples, small of the 
back, inner thigh, butt and, of 
course, genitalia. The minor 
erogenous zones, which are not 
as common in producing desired 
results but can be quite powerful 
for some, are the fingers, elbows, 


stomach, knees and toes. 
Don't feel as though you 


have to work on all of these 
areas in one bedroom boogey. 
Pick three or four, spend time 
on them and listen to what 
your partner tells you. Hope
fully, you will find at least 
one area that sends your part
ner into a torrential orgasm 
of hurricane intensity that 
will take out Jacksonville, 
Florida, or, at the very least, 
Hicks Center. 


--Lynn Brewer, K'05 
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Deconstructing the rankings game 
Eli Savil 


NEWS EDITOR 
At first, I was absolutely thrilled 


when I read that Kalamazoo College had 
jumped from #66 to #53 in this year's 
US News and World Report's rankings 
of national liberal arts colleges. I initially 
thought that this precipitous climb in 
prestige meant that there would now 
be thirteen more colleges that we could 
taunt with chants of "We're still smarter," 
at sporting events. After closely examin
ing the rankings, though, I was disap
pointed to learn that Kalamazoo College 
is actually in a 6-way tie for fifty-third 
place. So if we were to play, say, Agnes 
Scott College--<>ne of the schools with 
whom we share our rank-we'd have 
to settle for the relatively crappy chant 
"Our student body is equally as smart as 
yours." That disappointed me, but then 
I realized that any rankings system that 
allows something like a 6-way tie for 
53n! place probably isn't worth its salt, 
anyway. 


Now, don't get me wrong. I think 
it's great that we got a boost in the 
rankings. Kalamazoo is a challenging 
institution with tremendous learning 
opportunities, and I hope that this 
recent climb in the rankings means that 
more people will recognize what a great 
school Kalamazoo truly is. But rankings 
that jump around so dramatically from 
year to year are somewhat fishy because 
they suggest some pretty suspect conclu
sions. 1 mean, does our recent climb in 
the rankings really mean that the qual
ity of education at K has increased that 
much since last year? 


The US News rankings purport to 
measure the quality of a school by taking 
stock of a number of different criteria, 
including the annual freshman reten-


tion rate, the percentage of alumni who 
donate to the school, and the percentage 
off acuity that are full-time. 


The problem is that none of these 
criteria adequately measure the quality 
of education at a school. First of all, 
some of the criteria used by US News 
are downright faulty. For example, the 
US News rankings reward schools with 
a high percentage of full-time faculty 
members. However, this numerical 
measurement fails to take into account 
the fact tbat certain schools attract a 
number of fantastic visiting professors. 
During my sophomore year here, for 
example, I took a great class in Buddhist 
philosophy from a visiting professor. 
Kalamazoo has no full-time specialist 
in Eastern philosophy, so the professor 
was funded for one year by the Asian 
studies and the philosophy departments. 
But instead of giving points to schools 
that hire visiting professors to temporar
ily increase the breadth of classes, US 
News punishes such schools for not 
having a greater percentage of full-time 
faculty members. 


More important, though, is the 
fact that the whole idea of "ranking" 
colleges is fatally flawed. Numerical 
rankings simply cannot measure the 
many intangible qualities at a given 
college. The US News rankings have no 
way of measuring, for example, quality 
discussions in psychology classrooms or 
heated political debates in dorm rooms. 
Neither can such rankings measure the 
degree to which professors at a given 
college are committed to teaching as 
opposed to research. Most students 
would probably agree that intangibles 
like these have had a far greater effect 
on the quality of a college experience 
than, say, the percentage of alumni who 
give back to a college. 


The rankings also are probably inap
plicable to Kalamazoo specifically. US 
News rankings have no way of measuring 
the quality of Kalamazoo's study abroad 
program or the challenges of doing a SIP. 
Experiences like these are a huge part 
of the reason that many students choose 
Kalamazoo; one could argue they are also 
a big part of the reason that K students excel 
after graduation. 


So is Kalamazoo truly a better school 
for having climbed in the rankings? Kal
amazoo's jump in the rankings was mainly 
due to relatively small increases in four 
areas: Graduation rate, selectivity, faculty 
resources rank, and financial resources 
rank (see front-page story). It should be 
kept in mind that the rankings measured 
the College's improvement relative to 
other schools, meaning that other schools 
may have gotten worse as opposed to K get
ting better. As great as these statistics are, I 
highly doubt that the College's improvement 
relative to other schools in those four areas 
really made a bit of difference to the vast 
majority of students at K. 


The mantra at this school has long 
been that the College is under-ranked by 
services like US News and World Report. 
I'm frankly inclined to agree. Kalamazoo 
affords its students a unique education that 
pseudo-scientific rankings just aren't pre
pared to measure: It's great that we've risen 
in the rankings, but let's not pretend like this 
rise really means anything about the quality 
of our education. The K experience-like it 
or not-was almost exactly the same as it 
was when we were at #66 last year and it will 
be almost exactly the same next year even if 
we miraculously climb into the top ten. So, 
screw it-let's taunt those Agnes Scott Scot
ties with our clever chants if we ever play 
them. We may very well still be smarter, and 
even ifwe're not, no rankings system can 
ever conclusively prove otherwise. 
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PINIONS 
PHOTO POLL 


What do you think 
about the new US News 


ranking of'K'? 


"It's getting recognition 
but it should be number 
one." 
-Eric Weber; K'OB. 


"What happened to the 
colleges that were above 
us?" 
-Jordan Mortensen, K'07. 


"National recognition is a 
nice accomplishment, but 
I also hope our institution 
continues to improve its 
programs." 
-Meredith Anderson. K·07. 


"I think it shows all the 
hard work that everyone 
puts in." 
-Rachel Braillerd K ·OB. 


--compiled h. Aml' BileI' 
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Men's Cross Country Hits Stride 


red shirt, runs only with sophomores and fresh
men. "(Head Coach David) Dimcheff's program 
is really improving our performance and we hope 
to have four guys under 27:00 by conference 
finaJs." Earlier this month, the Hornets captured 
20"' place out of32 teams at the annual Loyola 
LakefrontInvitational, which consisted ofteams 
from as far away as Kentucky. The MIAA finaJ 
will be held October 30 in Grand Rapids. 


the four kilometer run. Senior 
Lauren Puretz (52"d) followed, 
at 15:51 , while sophomore Katie 
Drumm (58 th) also ran well at 
16:01. "It's a great group of 
dedicated girls that are putting 
in the effort to have a success
ful season," explained Puretz, 
the team-captain. The team 
also placed 4th out of seven 
teams at the MIAA Jamboree, 
and 20th out of 34 teams at the 
Loyola Lakefront Invitational. 
The Lady Hornets will compete 
this weekend at the Manchester 
Invitational in Indiana, before it 


Despite only having run three intercol
legiate races this fall, the Men's cross country 
breathes potential and a bright future. Led by 
freshmen Eric Wohlford and Adam Warner, 


.. the seven-member squad recently finished 71h 


place out of ten Division I, II and ill squads 
at the Michigan Intercollegiate in Hudsonville, 
October 8. Wohlford captured 351h place at 13: 
04, while sophomore Max Melstrom was close 
behind in 381h at 13: 11 in the four kilometer race. 
''We're certainly a yOlmg team," stated Wohlford 
who, because of senior Sean Pack's decision to 


Women's Cross Country Progressing 
The Women's cross country tearn continued 


its strong pace this past weekend at the Michigan 
Intercollegiate, racing lllh out offourteen teams. 
Senior Paige Biglin ( 50"' place) led the Lady Hor
nets, posting an impressive time of 15:46 for 


Next week's issue: 


--Updates on the 
college's search for a 
new leader. 
--Premiere of the 
Cauldron's new con
tribution column. 
--Inside the rest of 
the Living and Learn
ing Houses. 


FROM THE COUNSELING CENTER 
In the past, the counseling 


center has written a short, bi-...... oeekJy 
column, dealing with a number of 
different student concerns and 
problems. We as a publication are 
pleased to welcome them back with 
this introduction to the staff. 


Dr. Pat Ponto, a licensed 
psychologist, has been Director 
of Counseling at 'K' since 1986. 
In addition to counseling students, 
she directs the programs and poli
cies of the Counseling Center and 
maintains a private practice in 
Kalamazoo. Her particular clinical 
interests include the primary devel
opmental issues of the 18-22 year 
old in a residential college setting, 
depression, women's issues, and 
self-esteem concerns. 


Dr. Alan Hm, associate director, 
has been at 'K' since 1992 and fan
cies himself a generalist with special 
interests in anxiety, addictions, anger 
issues, and family issues. Dr. Hill 
works with students with ADD and 
learning disabilities by doing evalua
tions and helping them to get appropri
ate accommodations. 


Wanda Jliento, M.S.W., joined 
the staff in Wmter 2002. Her clinical 
interests include sexual abuse/assault; 
gender, race, and class issues; gender 
identity and sexual orientation; eating 
issues; relationship issues; and cross
cultural adaptation. She is currently 
working on her Ph.D. in student affairs 
at Western Michigan University. 


Julie Davis is an intern from the 
Ph.D. program in counseling psychol
ogy at Western Michigan University. 


Her interest areas include women's 
issues and sexual identity issues. 


Roger Apple is an intern from 
the Ph.D. program in counseling 
psychology at Western Michigan 
University. His interests include 
psychological assessment, depres
sion, anxiety, men's issues, gender 
identity concerns, sexual orienta
tion issues, college student devel
opment, and adjustment issues. 


Elisa Pacheco is an intern 
from the master's program in 
Social Work at Western Michi
gan University. Elisa's areas of 
interest include self-esteem, stress 
management, and developmental 
concerns. Elisa has experience 
with at-risk youth, substance 
abuse, and domestic violence as 
well. 


prepares for the 
MIA A final. 


- Photo by Eli Melaas 
The Men's cross country team is preparing for con-
ference finals just two weeks away in Grand Rapids. 


Young golf teams 
working their way up 


Men 
In Steve Tyler's first season as coach, the team made some strides 


in the right direction. "The program has changed. There's a new boss 
in town," Tyler said. "The Hornets will reap their dominance in a 
couple of years." 


The Hornets finished their season with an eighth place finish 
at Adrian last Saturday. TIley improved their team average by more 
than five strokes from last year, highlighted by a tearn-Iow 325 total 
at Alma three weeks ago. 


"The Hornets have struggled this year, but there's some good 
young talent with freshmen Levi Harold and Seth Gold and sopho
more Ryan Nicholson," Tyler noted. 


Gold led the team with an 83.8 stroke average. Harold and Nich
olson, who played the entire season with an injured elbow, finished a 
close second and third with averages of 84.6 and 84.7, respectively. 


Women 
The women's golf team succeeded in its goal to hold off Adrian 


for eighth place at their final 36-hole jaml:oree last weekend (at 
Bedford Valley). The Lady Hornets turned a six-stroke lead over the 
Bulldogs into a 74-stoke advantage by the end of the weekend. Coach 
Dean Marks saw a vast improvement in his team as he concluded his 
second season as coach. 


"We have good athletes who have progressed well in our short 
season," Marks said. "We've started some good building blocks for 
the future." 


The team missed three juniors currently on study abroad and 
Marks is looking forward to getting them back in the fold next 
season. 


Like the men's team. youth was also the word for the women's 
team, as freshman Kiersten McLeod had a team best average of 
112.8. 


--Index Slafl 












INSIDE 
II~BRATING 


In this week's photo 
poll students say why 
it is important to cel
ebrate Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day. 


RDEMOCRAT 
IiImSCONTENT 


In his opinion, Greg
ory LaVoy discusses 
the hardships facing 
potential democratic 
candidates in the 
upcoming 2004 pres
idential election. 


m ROCKETSTAR 


• ROCKS 
The new Rocketstar 
Cafe on West Michi
ganAve. caters to stu
dents by offering low
price coffee drinks, 
bakery goods, wire
less internet and 
atmosphere. 


51 STATE OF THE 
• CAMPUS 


Student Commission 
President Karen Nave 
addresses the state of 
the campus at the start 
of winter quarter. 


Kaleidiscope presents Queerituality panel 
Laurel Stiedemann 


STAFF WRITER 


Wednesday, "K" students asked 
a panel of Kalamazoo community 
spiritual leaders questions concern
ing homosexuality and religious 
faiths at an LAC event hosted by 
Kaleidiscope, called "Queeritual
ity." 


of her faith," said Justin Fenwick, 
'07. 


"We're all sort of a mess - sexu
ally," said Pastor Petrucci in response 
to a question about celibacy. He went 
on to explain the difference between 
sex and sexuality as "a difference 
between who we are and what we 
do with our body parts." 


The panel included Stacy Alan 
of St. Luke's Episcopalian Church, 
Jeanne Kucks of the Unity Church 
of Kalamazoo, Pastor Barry Petrucci 
representing the United Methodist 
Church of Portage, and Ken Schmidt 
from St. Thomas Moore Catholic 
Parish. Jude Harris, K '04, moder
ated the event. 


Approximately 135 students, 
staff, and other members of the 
community attended this event, 
which was held in the Stone Room. 
Organizers had not expected such a 
large turn out, and many people sat 
on the floor and tables. 


- photo by Kate Thomas 


Guests speak at the Queerituality panel presented by Kaleidiscope 
last week. 


In the Methodist Church, homo
sexuality is considered incompat
ible with Christianity but homosexu
als still posses sacred worth and 
are therefore somewhat accepted. 
Though this is an issue that has 
caused division among the members 
of the Methodist Church, many are 
fum in their belief that no same-sex 
marriages shall take place in their 
church. 


"Homosexuality is not a choice, 
it's God's design. However, it is a 
sin to act upon it because of the rules 
of celibacy," said Ken Schmidt of St. 
Thomas Moore. Though marriage 
and civil unions are not allowed under 
Catholicism, the parish maintains an 
active gay/lesbian support group. 


and three of them were basically 
the same. I think a Jewish or other 
eastern faith represented would have 
added something." 


and added that there is no way to be 
entirely diplomatic about what their 
church believes. 


"The panel definitely had good 
insights," said Todd Robosan, K '06, 
"But in some respects it was one
sided. It was aU Christian faiths 


All members of the panel 
stressed that they are trying to deal 
with [homosexuality] in relation to 
their personal beliefs and their faith 


"I came because I wanted to see 
member of the church community 
and their view points. When I came 
out to my mom, a Catholic, she 
struggled with the issue because See Queerituality, p. 3 


'K' College first in study abroad, US News reports 
Competition and applicants for certain programs up compared to past years 


Sessilv Watt 


STAFF WRITER 


"First In Study Abroad," reads the 
front page of Kalamazoo College's website . 
"Kalamazoo College has been ranked #1 for 
its study abroad program in U.S. News & 
World Report's 2003 Edition America's Best 
Colleges." Study Abroad is one of the five 
elements of the ballyhooed K-plan, and it 
is invariably the first one listed, giving it a 
certain prominence over the other four (liberal 
arts courses, career development internships, 
senior individualized project and the electronic 
portfolio). 


Still, Margaret Wiedenhoeft, associate 
director of the Center for International Pro-


grams, expresses surprise at the number of 
students who have been coming into the 
Center worrying about whether they will be 
able to get into their program of choice. 


"This year we have recieved 16 applica
tions for Thailand (enrollment limit 15), 16 
applications for Italy (enrollment limit 15) 
and 4 applications for Waseda University 
in Japan (enrollment limit 4)," she says, 
"However, I want to stress that some of 
these applications may not be eligible for 
consideration due to grade point average, 
or other eligibility requirements and that 
students should apply to the program of their 
first choice." 


Other programs to which students have 
over-applied in the past are the short term and 


long term programs in Madrid, Spain, as well 
as programs in Aberdeen, Scotland, Perth and 
Wollongong, Australia and Rome, Italy. 


"It is not consistent from year to year 
which are popular," Wiedenhoeft says, "It just 
depends on what the vibe is from the students. 
Perth, Australia has been popular, but this 
year we've only given out five applications 
for ten spaces." 


The popularity of programs can't be pre
dicted. 


"By word of mouth by students who have 
come back and professors who advertise, 
students become very interested in certain pro
grams. Every year some programs have more 


See study abroad, p.3 







NEWS 
PHOTO OPINION POLL 


Why is it important to celebrate 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day? 


"We need to remember that it took a 
struggle for improvement -- things are 
not going to get better on their own:' 
-- Cara Kendall, K'05. 


"It is a day to remember all the achieve
ments Martin Luther King did in his 
life for civil rights." 
-- Mike Strong K'07. 


"It is important to celebrate Martin 
Luther King Day because it is important 
to celebrate the ideals that he worked for 
and promoted during his life concerning 
all types of differences. " 
-- Karen Nave, K'04. 


"It is important to remember the strug
gle for civil rights and what people had 
to go through, so we do not make the 
same mistakes again." 
-- Aaron Aupperlee, K'06. 


"It is important to celebrate Martin 
Luther King Day for the sake of diver
sity." 
-- Thomas Garcia, K'07. 


- compiled by Kate Boehm and Laurel Stiedemann 
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Alternative outlets for stress relief 
Patricia Corrigan 


KNIGHT-RIDDER TRIBUNE 


Good nutrition, regular exer
cise, more sleep and better time 
management are some of the 
proven ways to increase personal 
energy, but there are others as well. 
Some people swear by the ancient 
arts of meditation, massage, yoga 
and tai chi and chi kung. Here is 
information on each. 


MEDITATION 
The health benefits of sitting 


quietly in meditation got a boost 
from a recent article in Time maga
zine. The article acknowledged 
the role of meditation in reducing 
stress. Scientific research con
ducted over the past 30 years 
has shown that meditation can 
reduce the risk of heart attack and 
hypertension, reverse hardening of 
the arteries_and increase energy. 


Bill Torrington, director of the 
Transcendental Meditation pro
gram in St. Louis, takes that last 
claim further: "TM is extremely 
effective at raising a person's 
energy level, even the first time 
you try it." 


TM is not particularly time
consuming . Devotees practice 
twice a day for 20 minutes, once 
in the morning and once in the 
afternoon. It takes about a week 
to learn the technique. 


Torrington said more than 
5 million people throughout the 
world have benefited from TM, a 
method developed some 40 years 
ago by Maharishi Mahesh Yogi. 
Those benefits, determined in 
more than 600 studies, have been 
described in numerous research 
journals, including the Journal of 
Cardiology, the International Jour-


nal of Neuroscience and American 
Heart Association publications. 


MASSAGE 
Therapeutic massage is a 


direct path to increased energy, 
says Tom Tessereau, director of 
the Healing Arts Center in Maple
wood, Mo. "For most people, a 
loss of energy is almost always 
related to stress. Think about what 
happens when we get stressed_we 
contract, hold selves more tense 
and restrict our breathing. These 
restrictions affect everything in 
the body, and massage is one way 
to ease those restrictions." 


The benefits of massage 
include improved circulation, a 
shortened recovery from muscle 
strains or sprains and enhanced 
flexibility. Many health clubs and 
day spas offer therapeutic mas
sage, as do some hospitals. 


There is no rule about how 
often a person should have a mas
sage, said Tessereau. "A therapist 
might recommend that an individ
ual with a debilitating or chronic 
condition come in several times 
over a couple of weeks," he said. 


"For the rest of us, we know 
to make an appointment when 
we feel ourselves spiraling into 
restricted breathing or periods of 
low energy. Just let your body tell 
you." 


YOGA 
A massage may restore 


energy, but yoga is about energy, 
says Lyn Magee, owner of the 
Big Bend Yoga Center in Webster 
Groves, Mo. "Yoga is about get
ting in touch with the flow of 
breath. Often when we're stressed, 
we don't breathe fully or deeply. 
Instead, we breathe high up in 
the chest, and that keeps the body 


CRIME BEAT 


from getting oxygen it needs. In 
yoga, students learn to breathe 
more fully, and we create more 
energy just by doing that." 


Yoga practitioners also focus 
on the subtle flow of breath. "We 
ask, ' How am I feeling in this 
moment with this breath? ' and 
then we let the flow of the posture 
follow the breath," said Magee. 
"Energy flows out of breathing, 
and we get in touch with the 
energy that we are." 


Magee recommends basic 
yoga for beginners. People with 
arthritis, chronic fatigue or fibro
myalgia may want to try restor
ative yoga, which is a more passive 
practice. 


TAl CHI OR cm KUNG 
Tai chi and chi kung are 


ancient Chinese practices that 
cultivate and circulate energy 
throughout the body 


"According to Chinese medi
cine, energy runs through the body 
through pathways. When those 
pathways are free and open, our 
energy level is balanced," says 
Sue Schulte, a wellness counselor 
at St. Anthony's Medical Center. 
"These practices are ways to keep 
the pathways open and rejuvenate 
our internal energy resources." 


Learning the basics of tai chi 
or chi kung is simple and quick, 
said Schulte, who is completing a 
doctorate in holistic health thera
pies. 


"These classes don't take a lot 
of time, but they do take making 
a commitment to yourself," she 
said. "We're a culture that tends to 
neglect self-care, and then we fall 
prey to stress. People who do tai 
chi or chi kung a short time each 
day will enjoy life more." 


·*680 dollars worth of items were stolen from Old Welles kitchen between the 17 and the 18 between 
9 p.m. and 8 a.m. 


Although Security staff members have not identified any suspects, they do have evidence including 
footprints and fingerprints. They suspect the offender is the same person who entered twice before, one 
time making a mess and another time stealing a champaign fountain. 


-- Compiled by Bridget Scallen 
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Working it: How kegel exercises can improve sex life 
If you're remotely sex savvy, you've 


probably heard about kegel muscles and 
what they can do for your sex life. The 
wonder of Kegels came to light in the 
1940's, when an American Ob-Gyn by 
the name of Arnold Kegel prescribed 
pelvic exercise regimens to women with 
incontinence problems. Eventually the 
patients reported that their sex lives took 
a significant tum for the better, and the 
rest is history. 


Both men and women can enjoy the 
zesty benefits of regular Kegel workouts. 
Guys can gain more control over their 
orgasms by mastering how and when to 
contract the muscles around their urethra. 
Guys: if you need a goal to shoot for, 
learn how to use your pelvic muscles to 


raise and lower your penis (but never up 
the challenge by adding weights, which are 
just a bad idea). 


Kegel exercises can increase the tight
ness of the vaginal canal by strengthening 
the pelvic muscles around it. The increased 
blood flow in those muscles ups the sensitiv
ity of nerve endings and makes places like 
the G spot much more receptive to stimula
tion. All that extra sensitivity also helps 
a woman respond more enthusiastically to 
sexual arousal by producing more lube (and 
we all know how fabulous that is). 


bulbocavernosus, which loops around the 
anus , urethra, and perineum in a figure 
8. You feel this muscle in action if you 
try to stop urinating mid-stream or thwart 
emission of gas from your behind. Ladies 
can additionally find this muscle by putting 
something (i.e. , finger, toy, or penis) inside 
their vagina and squeezing. If you're still 
lost, pay extra attention to the muscles 
you use during your next orgasm - ladies 
in particular are likely to feel the rapid 
succession of contractions that accompany 
the big O. 


into sets, of course) of different types of 
contractions. Ideas include tightening 
and releasing muscles gradually, holding 
them for 10 seconds before letting go, and 
synchronizing your breathing with the reps. 
Just make sure you're not tensing your back 
or tummy muscles along with the ones 
you're really trying to target. 


Ladies and guys can both use their 
Kegel skills to their partners' advantage. 
During intercourse, tighten your muscles 
around a paI;tner's member (a strategy 
known as "milking" because it's just that 
successful). Men can attempt penis-to-G
spot stimulation by flexing their penis in the 
direction of their partner's love button. Try 
manipulating your muscles solo to see what 
Kegel action can do for your sex life. 


The National Kidney and Urologic 
Diseases Information Clearinghouse 
(www.kidney.niddk.nih.gov) recommends 
a couple strategies to find your muscles. 
The easiest muscle to find is probably the 


Now that you know how to call your 
Kegels to attention, feel free to start working 
them anywhere, anytime. Sexual health 
resource www.askmen.com recommends 
doing at least 100 reps a day (broken down 


Study abroad/Process competitive, difficult Queertualityl Forum successful 
continued from page 1 


applications than openings. 
This is a healthy thing," Wied
nehoeft reminds. "The CIP 
lets students know if they're 
interested in a program that in 
the past has been very popular 
and therefore very competitive. 
That's part of our attempt to 
get the info out there so they're 
informed, so if they want to 
choose another program they 
can do so." 


Once the applications are 
in, there are two workers in the 
CIP who read them separately 
and keep individual notes. The 
two readers rank the applica
tions using four criteria: over
all G.P.A., G.P.A. in a site
specific language if required, 
the essays and the recommen-


. - "- -- . - .... - . 


dations. If there is a tie in the 
respective scores of two students, 
G.P.A. acts as the tie breaker. 


"If there are seventeen appli
cants for fifteen spots, then the 
first 15 ranked students are admit
ted, the sixteenth becomes an 
alternate. The seventeenth would 
be given the option of applying 
to other programs. At most this 
only affects 2 or 3 people, less 
than five." 


Wiedenhoeft says the alter
nates have "the toughest choice: 
they can choose to Immediately 
apply to a second choice program 
or remain an alternate This means 
they'll be able to participate if one 
of the admitted students doesn't 
turn in deposit or if a participant 
changes his or her mind during 
spring quarter. Alternates are 
still required to attend all orienta-


tions and fill out forms, but they 
have the understanding that 
the alternate will need to find 
a second program if all partici
pants stay in the program." 


Wiednehoeft say that she 
understands students are dis
appointed when they aren't 
accepted into their first choice 
program. 


"In order to make [the study 
abroad programs] as successful 
as they are, we have to respect 
our enrollment limits. It takes 
the initiative of the students 
to inform themselves. [The 
CIP has] peer leaders, we have 
staff that can answer questions 
about courses, applying to the 
programs, etc. We want to give 
them every opportunity to make 
the best decision for themselves. 
We want students to apply to 
their first chOlce program." 


continued from page 1 


In response to a question about man being created in God's image, 
Schmidt said, "God doesn't have sexual orientation. To my knowledge 
God wasn't having sex. Perhaps homosexuals revel something about 
God that we, as a whole, aren't ready to address yet." 


Services are open to homosexuals at the Unity Church of 
Kalamazoo, and Jeanne Kucks occasionally performs a civil union 
for a homosexual couple. 


"I'm not sure that souls recognize gender. I think souls recognize 
souls. In fact, I think gay couples take on more responsibility than a 
straight couple because there's less support out there for them." 


According to Stacy Alan, gays and lesbians are welcome at most 
Episcopal churches, including St. Luke's. However, the bishop in 
charge of regional church affairs controls the level of openness extended 
the homosexual community, and issues regarding homosexuality 
have caused significant rifts among the members of the Episcopal 
Church. However, they make a conscious effort to pray together 
even though they disagree. 


"It'd be great if the college could have more student groups 
put on more diverse LACs like this one," commented Fenwick. 


Kaleidoscope meetings are held every Monday at 7pm. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. 


.. 
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The winter of the democrats discontent 
Gregory La Voy 


STAFF WRITER 


Instead of coal in their stockings, the Democrats ended 
2003 with some of the worst news and luck in a long while. 
Whether they had been harping on President Bush for the 
economy or tax cuts, the War on Terror, or any other number of 
issues, it seems now that the Democrats have dug themselves 
into a deep hole. 


First, there is the economy, which has soared with some of 
the biggest gains seen since the Reagan era. The Gross Domestic 
Product skyrocketed 8.2 percent in the last quarter of 2003. The 
stock marl<et had its biggest gains in years with the Dow Jones 
finishing the year up 25 percent, and NASDAQ concluding the 
year over 50 percent higher. The Labor Department recorded 
the lowest number of people claiming unemployment benefits in 
over three years. Even the job marl<et's trends show growth once 
again in manufacturing and service industry jobs. 


Perhaps the large (and, according to some, "irresponsible") 
tax cuts provided the right type of economic stimulation the 
administration has been promising. This is, of course, good 
news for Americans who are desperate for a better economy, 
but bad for the Democrats who lost a major talking point when 
discussing Bush's "dismal economic record." Even worse 
for the eight Dems running for their party's nomination after 
most of them have promised to repeal Bush's tax cuts to pay 
for their programs. 


The War on Terror achieved its biggest victory this winter 
with the capture of Saddarn Hussein. How could the capture 
of this murdering dictator be bad for the Dems? It just so 
happens that the Democrats-even if those who supported the 
Congressional effort to give the President war powers---have 
been excessively critical of the President and the well-executed 
War on Terror. 


These Derns include everyone from Clinton and Gore-who 
just can't pass up an opportunity to undermine Bush's adminis
tration----to the eight contenders who have been critical of the 
handling of the Iraqi conflict, and some of whom are rash enough 
to call for America's immediate withdrawal. One week they 
are saying that Bush's war is a failure because Saddarn is still at 
large, the next week the capture of Saddarn. Rather laughably, 


some Democrats, including Dean, even went as far as to say 
that the world is no safer now that Saddam and his regime are 
totally dismantled. 


Saddarn's capture not only proved that the War on Terror 
and its Commander-in-Chief are continuing to be successful, but 
occurrences after his capture proved the emerging effectiveness 
of this war. Libya offered full disclosure of its nuclear weapons 
program-the type of disclosure that Saddam refused. Weapons 
inspectors in Libya now know the extent of the country's programs; 


Then there is Clark, the "anti-Iraq war" general who, as it 
turns out, testified about the threat of Saddarn before a House 
subcommittee a few weeks before the authorization for the 
President to use force in Iraq. Not only did Clad<: then claim that 
Saddarn had biological and chemical weapons, hut also that battle 
should not be postponed because Saddarn could pose a major 
threat to the Middle East, the U.s., and American allies. 


Edwards and Kerry-after their startling high finishes in 
Iowa---seem to still be alive, but the ever-evolving dynamics of 


this race could soon propel someone 
else into the spotlight. 


apparently the presence of the 
most powerful military in history 
was the appropriate medicine 
needed to motivate Libya's leader
for-life into congruence with U.N. 
and U.S. demands for disclosure 
and disarmament 


Moving to the campaign trail, 
the Democratic primary season 
has been especially nasty and filled 
with infighting. Above that, two of 
the contenders who are still alive 
have recently been plagued by 
their past While it once seemed 
that Dean could cruise into money 
and build a grassroots network 
among the far left to secure him 
the nomination, now everything is 
up in the air, especially given his 
dismal performance in the Iowa 
caucus. Perhaps this could stern 


One week they [Democ
crats] are saying that Bush's 
war is a failure because 
Saddam is still at large, the 
next week the capture of 
Saddam. Rather laughably, 
some Democrats, including 
Dean, even went as far as to say 
that the world is no safer now 
that Saddam and his regime 
are totally dismantled. 


The real problem is that the 
only thing these guys agree on is 
the concept that Bush is evil and 
needs a permanent vacation to his 
ranch in Crawford. This problem 
is clearly recognized by just about 
every political analyst, who point out 
that none of the candidates have been 
able to carve out a centrnl campaign 
theme--remember Bush's "compas
sionate conservatism" in 2000-0r 
find a uniting issue for their party. 


Even an issue like health care-a 
signature Democrat entitlement pro
gram--appeared to be hijacked by the 
Republican Congress and President 
Bush late in the Congressional season 
when they passed a prescription drUg 
coverage health care plan with wide 


-- Gregory La Voy ftI 
======:l" 


from the cocky, mean-spirited persona that Dean portrays, or 
maybe it could be a result of his criticisms of the Bush tax cuts 
and deficits only to later call for more tax cuts, or his reckless 
notion that Bush knew about 9/11 before the attacks, or his 
statement that we shouldn't be prejudiced against Osama Bin 
Laden. And let us not overlook the hypocrisy in the filet that 
Dean wrote Clinton, while he was President, to encourage 
unilateral action against Bosnia because the U.N. was failing 
miserably. Even former candidate Carol Mosley-Braun can't 
seem to help Dean's campaign, even after she encouraged all 14 
of her supporters to vote for Dean instead. 


THE INDEX 


support 
And I would be remiss to forget Gore---the Democrats just 


can't seem to get rid of him. First, his endorsement of Dean 
provided a rather unexpected negative backlash. Then, on the 
coldest day in 57 years in parts of New England, Gore decides 
to denounce Bush as doing nothing to stop global warming, and 
then calls the President a "moral coward" for cowering to special 
interest groups; on a side note, his speech was sponsored 
by a group under fire for comparing the President to Hitler. 


See Democrats, p.6 
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Does Dean have what it takes to be elected? 


EliSavit 


NEWS EDITOR 


Monday's Iowa Democratic caucuses 
resulted in a stunning victory for Mas
sachusetts senator John Kerry and an 
equally stunning defeat for former Vermont 
governor Howard Dean. 


Dean has long been considered the 
front-runner for the Democratic presidential 
nomination; he had been leading in the 
national polls and had amassed the most 
financial resources going into Monday's 
caucuses. However, Dean's opponents have 
argued for months that he is an eminently 
unelectable candidate and that his outspoken 
nature would render him completely ineffec
tive against George W. Bush ifhe becomes 
the Democratic nominee in November. 


message out," a president has merely to 
make a speech, hold a press conference, or 
sign a bill into law to gain national media 
exposure. 


Furthermore, modern presidents usu
ally do not face a serious primary challenge. 
They can therefore escape the primary 
season unscathed by attacks from their 
party brethren. Additionally, presidents 
without primary challengers command the 
absolute loyalty of party donors and thus 
can amass a sizeable war chest going into 
general elections. 


But the biggest advantage that sitting 
presidents enjoy is what could be called the 
Electoral Law of Inertia: A candidate who 
is president will remain president unless the 
country has been acted upon by deleterious 
forces. As a general rule, Americans are not 
bitter or angry, and we are generally wont 
to believe that our country is headed in the 
right direction: Absent the manifestation 
of deleterious forces--like a recession or 
a costly war--there is usually very little 
motivation for voters to oust a sitting 
president. 


their party's nomination 
or chose not to seek re
election because of their 
diminishing popUlarity.) 


Elections involving a 
sitting president essentially 
serve as a referendum on 
that president's first four 
years in office. If voters 
are happy and approve of 
the president's overall job 
performance, the opposi
tion party's nominee is in 
deep trouble, no matter 
how "electable" he or she 
is. For this reason, a 
president's approval rat
ings are usually one of the 
most accurate indicators 
of what chance they stand 
in November. 


Perceptions regarding Dean's elect
ability no doubt played a factor in his Iowa 
defeat. Whether Dean's persona could 
actually hurt him as a nominee in November 
is another issue. In this opinion, I will 
attempt to debunk what I perceive to be a 
persistent myth regarding electability. I 
will argue that presidential elections that 
involve an incumbent almost always serve 
as a referendum on that president's first 
term. Correspondingly, I will argue that 
the outcome of the 2004 election will have 
little, if anything, to do with the personal
ity or "electability" of the Democratic 
candidate. 


One should not forget, after all, that sit
ting presidents are usually sitting presidents 
precisely because the American people 
voted for them in a previous election. For a 
challenger to unseat an incumbent, then, he 
or she must convince a substantial number 
of voters to change their minds from the 
previous election and vote against the 
candidate that they had favored in the 
past. Historically, this has proven to be a 
relatively tough task. Out of our forty-two 
previous presidents, only ten have left 
office after being defeated in a general 
election. (Several others failed to win 


Since World War II, 
eleven sitting presidents 
have sought re-election. 
With the exception of 
Jimmy Carter, whose 
approval rating was down 
to 39 percent by April, 
every president whose 
job approval rating was 
greater than 50 percent at 
the beginning of an elec
tion year won re-election. 


- photo by Chuck Kennedy, courtesy K.IIT Campus Service 


US democratic presidential hopeful and former Vermont 
governor Howard Dean delivers his campaign stump speech 
during a Dean campaign bus tour event in Newton, Iowa 
last week Friday. 


Incumbent presidents, of course, always 
have several advantages over their chal
lengers in re-election campaigns. For one, 
sitting presidents stand atop the biggest 
soap box in the free world. While potential 
opposition candidates struggle to "get their 


Equally as important, every President 
eligible for re-election whose job approval 
rating was lower than 50 percent either lost 
the election or declined to seek their party's 
nomination. (Richard Nixon and George 
Bush Sr. each polled at exactly 50 percent 
at the start of their respective re-election 


years. Nixon's numbers rose rapidly in 
the early months of 1972, whereas voter 
dissatisfaction in the economy resulted in 
Bush's '92 numbers falling to less than 40 
percent by April), 


See Dean, p.6 


College sacrifices community for staff 
David Nachtweih 


STAFF WRITER 


With the closure of the Hick's 
basement and the library looming 
eminently over next year's campus 
residents, the welfare of the student 
community at "K" is at serious 
risk. Before the best meeting places 
are closed then, what plans are in 
motion to preserve student meeting 
space? 


The current plan is to replace 
the Quad Stop with a makeshift 
library and put a small food cart 
in a room adjacent to Old Wells. 


Students will be encouraged to 
enjoy this new space as they once 
enjoyed the Quad Stop's comfort
able booths, television, pool table 
and full kitchen. To foster a "K" 
community, they'll be asked to 
congregate in a fairly dark and 
uncomfortable space. And the end 
result, theoretically, will be posi
tive. 


The Daily Grind will also be 
closed in favor of Lisa Palchik's 
office. For a cup of coffee and a 
quiet conversation, students will 
have to drive off campus. Since 
almost everyone on campus has a 


car, students won't lose valuable 
dialogues with one another. 


As for other common spaces 
on campus, the college has not put 
forth any plans to renovate dorm 
lounges. Trowbridge and Harmon 
residents do enjoy a relaxed and 
comfy area, but the lounges of 
Crissey and Severn suffer furniture 
unsuitable for those buildings' 
suites. All of the lounges could be 
improved. 


Fortunately, some students 
have acted to improve the campus' 
meeting places. The Campus Cli
mate Action Board submitted a 


grant proposal last week to reno
vate the lounge area in Hicks 
Center. New furniture to match 
the President's lounge will use the 
bulk of the money. Any remainder 
may be used to paint, wallpaper 
or otherwise decorate the walls 
of the lobby. If the grant goes 
through, Hicks lobby might mirror 
the quality of the pristine Arcadian 
quad the college works so hard 
to maintain. 


But my question becomes: 
why is CCAB or any student orga
nization charged with creating stu
dent space? Why are the burdens 


of money and labor to improve 
student life placed on those who 
pay to attend this school? 


Personally, I find it inadequate 
that "K" is willing to sacrifice 
its community for progress. The 
college will retort that it's only 
temporary, but at a school where 
intense classes and workloads 
already limit students' social inter
actions, removing the few public 
meeting places without quality 
substitutes will severely affect 
the campus' community. The col
lege is responsible for providing 
gathering space for students. 
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Rocketstar Cafe offers atmosphere, affordable drinks 
Kate Boehm 


STAFF WRITER 


Need a spot to take a break from home
work? What about a hangout on a Saturday 
night? Do you need a coffee fix at 3 a.m. 
Monday morning? Or a location to nurse 
a hangover Sunday afternoon? Look no 
further then West Michigan and Monroe. 
Come to Rocketstar, the new 24 hour coffee 


shop. 
After it's grand opening over winter 


break, Rocketstar has become a meeting 
place for "K" College and Western students. 
Every evening sees large groups come in and 
out, as well as solitary students looking for 
a place to study or a warm drink. Located 
on West Michigan, right in between Waldo's 
Brewery and Bruno's Pizza, it is a very 
short walk from campus and is perfect for 
a study break. 


syrup), and are made quickly. They can be 
served in takeaway containers, or large glass 
blue and black mugs, just right for warming 
up cold hands. The berry scones and bagels 
are delicious and fresh, and are sold for half 
price the second day. 


The front room is a great place to study 
and relax. With two large couches, many 
tables, shelves full of card and board games, a 
smokeless atmosphere and wireless internet, 
students can finish an assignment, mull over 
events of the day, or just heat up with a 
warm drink. 


If a student is in a social mood, the back 
section of Rocketstar might be more to their 
liking. Patrons can be found playing pool, 
several vintage video games or cards, or just 
relaxing with a mug of coffee on the bright 
orange couches. Smoking is allowed in the 
back room, but prohibited in the front. 


Rocketstar serves a variety of coffee 
drinks, sodas, teas, juices and baked goods, 
all at prices very affordable for the college 
student wallet ($1.35-1.75 for coffee, 
$1.45-1.85 for hot chocolate, $2.50 for a 
large mug of chai and $2.25 for a large 
berry scone). 


The atmosphere of the cafe is very 
trendy and fun, with stainless steel counters, 
hardwood floors, black couches and chairs 
and lime green walls hung with photography 
in the front room and red walls, black floors, 
red lamps and assorted colored couches in 
the back. The rooms ring with new music 
by underground bands and the lighting is 
moody in both rooms. 


Rocketstar Cafe, located on West Michigan, offers coffee drinks and baked goods, as 
well as a trendy location to get off campus. 


the night, it becomes more crowded and 
is great for a break or a gossip session. 
It is open 24 hours, so students can get a Their drinks are exceptional, especially 


the mocha lattes, chai tea and hot chocolate 
(complete with whipped cream and chocolate 


During the day, Rocketstar is quiet and 
a nice place for long study stays. Later in 


caffeine fix at any time of day. 
Rocketstar serves as a great place to 


break the "K" bubble for a short period 
of time, whether your intentions are for 
studying or taking a much needed break. 
Try it out next time you need to get away 
from campus. 


Democrats/Predictions 
continued from page 4 


This is not to diminish or mock 
environmental concerns, but with 
leadership from a dud like Gore, its 
no wonder the Democratic Party is 
in such a rough state. 


And this all comes at a time 
when polls show the President's 
overall approval rating hovering 
arOlmd 60 percent, his approval 
for handling the War on Terror at 
75 percent and his handling of the 
economy (his weakest area) at a 
comfortable 50 percent. Further, 
current "horse-race" polls show 
the President defeating each of the 
eight Oems by 17-21. 


So what do these problems 
add up to? First, the Oems have 
lost much of their credibility in 
attacking Bush on the major issues 
because the heart of their criticism 
is now moot. Second, without 


these ta1king points, the Oems are 
left once again on the defensive 
of whatever the Republicans do. 
Clearly, such conditions are not 
conducive for producing a leader 
who can guide the Dems out of 
their slump. 


I can almost picture the Presi
dential debates next full . Demo
crat X-bruised and broke, with
out issue or theme-stumbles to 
explain why exactly he loathes 
the President's popular poitcies. 
Meanwhile, President Bush-with 
victories in Afghanistan and Iraq, 
with popular reforms in homeland 
security, education, and health care, 
with a rebounding economy and. 
of course, the largest campaign 
war chest ever amassed by a can
didate-looks honestly into the 
camera and knows that the election 
will be anything but the first Bush 
re-election campaign of '92. 


Dean/Struggle lies for Democratic candidate 


continued from page 5 


Furthermore, every recent 
case of a sitting president 
losing a general election has 
involved some major issue 
that motivated voter antago
nism towards the incumbent. 
Ford was disliked for his 
pardon of Richard Nixon; 
Carter was seen as bungling 
foreign affairs; Bush Sr. was 
blamed for the recession ofthe 
early '90s. 


It would be easy to claim 
that all these men lost to candi
dates who were electable. But 
the victor in ' 76 was Jimmy 
Carter, a goofy liberal from 
a small Southern state who 
came out of nowhere to win 
the White House. And in 1980 


it was Ronald Reagan, a former 
"B" list actor who had been a 
Gephardt-esque 2-time loser in 
previous Republican primaries. 
Of course, we view these men 
as electable now, but only with 
the benefit of 20/20 hindsight. 
This hindsight also allows us to 
dismiss as unelectable Walter 
Mondale, George McGovern, and 
other presidential losers who had 
the misfortune of running against 
popular presidents. 


The 2004 election will not 
hinge on the electability of 
Howard Dean, John Kerry, or any 
other candidate. It will hinge upon 
the American people's perceptions 
of President Bush's first four years 
in office. And Bush can be beaten. 
As it now stands, Bush's approval 
rating is at 50percent, roughly the 


same as his father's approval 
rating in January of '92. More
over, the persistent unemploy
ment rate , the quagmire in 
Iraq, and the alienation of 
American allies overseas could 
all motivate voter antipathy 
towards Bush in November. 
The most viable Democratic 
candidate will not necessarily 
be he who is "electable" or 
"rubs voters the right way." 
The most viable candidate will 
be the one who can most effec
tively call into question the 
policies of George W. Bush. 
Voters in Democratic primaries 
and caucuses would do well to 
keep historical lessons in mind 
before voting for a candidate 
on the basis of electability or 
other ambiguous concepts. 
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STATE OF THE CAMPUS 


Students, Faculty, and Staff: 
Welcome back! For those 


of you who are used to spending 
Christmas without snow, welcome 
to a Kalamazoo winter. Get used 
to words like "lake-effect" and 


"wind-chill," you'll be bearing 
them a lot over the next couple of 
months. I hope that over break 
everyone remembered to bring 
back winter jackets, hats, mittens, 
gloves, scarves, and anythlng else 
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that will aid in keeping warm. 
It is hard to believe that we 


are already near the end of third 
week. The weeks seem to flying by 
quickly and J am sad to see them 
go (not the work of course, but 


the actual time left here) . To the 
senior class I have noticed that many 
people look as though it IS the end 
of eighth week instead of third. I 
realize that many of us are working 
on completing SIPs, comprehensives, 
graduate school applications, trying 
to keep up with classes and just 
trying to figure out what to do next 
year, but please try to get some rest! 
It 'wi II all be over soon and before we 
know it, spring will be upon us and 
the carefree countdown to graduation 
will start (or continue). 


For returning and first year stu
dents, winter is one of the hardest 
times at Kalamazoo College. It is 
cold, wet and often times very bland. 
It is too cold to go hang out on the 
quad and leaving your room will 
seem like a trek not worth taking. 
However, remember, winter can be 
fun too! I have already noticed 
students taking advantage of the 
hill and using different means to 
enjoy it. Winter is perhaps the 
most important time to not get stuck 
staying in your room and studying 
all the time. When possible, try to 
attend activities on campus such as 
basketball games, SAC events and 
other things that will get you out 
and moving. Perhaps some of my 
fondest memories of Kalamazoo 
College are the day trips I took to 
Chicago during the winter of my 
freshmen year. I encourage everyone 
to keep this in mind wben the winter 
blues strike. 


Additionally, students have 
noticed that renovations for the 
library are already starting to 
affect everyday life. Please bear 
with the college as the library 
begins to move to different places. 
[ know that it is at times incon
venient, but keep in mind the 
end product and how much better'" 
that will be. Please be patient 
with the library staff and keep 
in mind that this is a lot of work 
for them too. 


Winter quarter also marks 
the halfway point the 2003-04 
school year. Although we have 
had some minor disagreements, 
the quarter has been going well 
for the student body at large, 
I hope. I remind students that 
if you have any concerns, no 
matter how minute they may 
seem, contact your Student Com
mission representative and talk 
to them about it. The chances 
are there is something that can 
be done with minimal effort on 
your part. We are always looking_ 
to improve the campus for the 
students. 


I hope that students will take 
the time to have some fun this 
quarter and survive the rigors of 
winter. Be careful and just keep 
thinking spring! It will be here 
and over before you realize. 
All the best, 
Karen L. Nave 
Student Commission President 


INDEX READER RESPONSE 


This week's topic ... 


THE SPACE PROGRAM 


President Bush's latest plan for manned 


missions to the moon and Mars: 


visionary or a waste of money? 


Send us your opinions by Sunday 
index@kzoo.edu 
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SCOREBOARD 
Men's Basketball 


11 17 - Hope 91, Kalamazoo 74 
1114- Calvin 78, Kalamazoo 62 
1110- Olivet 52, Kalamazoo 50 


Men's Swimming 
1117- Hope 596, Kalamazoo 543, 
Wheaton 481, Lake Forest 173 


1/16- Kalamazoo 126, Olivet 116 


Retail 


Women's Basketball 
1/17- Kalamazoo 65, Adrian 52 


1114- Kalamazoo 51, Tri-State 49 
1110- Calvin 68, Kalamazoo 48 


Women's Swimming 
1117- Hope 616, Wheaton 522, 


Kalamazoo 444, Lake Forest 352 
1116 - Kalamazoo 101, St. Mary's 98 


1116 - Olivet 103, Kalamazoo 91 


Le Duh. 
How smart is this: All the textbooks you 


need for up to 50% off ietail prices. New 01 


useJ, all "ou have to tic) is !F' to half.com 


and typ~ in tl.l.i book titlF.s. or ISBN numbers. 


Viva 'a "Jt.,~; 


fcom'" 
bVdjJVo 


Same textbooks. 
Smarter prices. 


Copyright 2003-2004 Half-com. Half.com, the H.lf,com logo. aBly and ~ aB,y Iog(; .re trlO&m,rk. Of ,efty' Inc· /All lights r~-ed. ·Avef'~ ~&Iall F <ice 01,. "'ewTaxtb(.,-1c based on data from Follen Corp III reported by'The AsSOCl,ted Pr ... in January 20031. A .... ra 
Retail PrIce of. UJ&dTextbook bated on dlt. f,om Monument Infortn.oo.n Resource •. Av.r~g. H,U.cnm Prk.AI for New .nd UsedT8l(1boou baNd no.~ A~l,IsVSept.mb&t 2003 .n.lysi. of over soo.ooo boob sold on Half.com. Ou,ntit"" priCing and availability are :t 
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INSIDE 
iii ALLHOPE a ISNOfLOST 


Student Commission 
has decided to petition 
the PAC in an effort to 
relieve the funding sit
uation and gain funds 
for club teams. 


•
FEELIN' 
BLUE? 


As an overabundance 
of the fluffy white 
stuff crowds the 
ground, it is easy 
to feel down and 
depressed due to Sea
sonal Affective Dis
order. 


.. LADY LffiERTY 
iii LACKING? 


In a response to terror
ism, the stairs inside 
the Statue of Liberty 
have been closed 
to visitors. Aaron 
Aupperlee evaluates 
this decision. 


R LOOK BEFORE 
a YOU LEAP 


Eli Savit explores 
hypotheses behind 
Saddam's behaviors 
that America may have 
missed in being too 
quick to act. 
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'UNFORGETTABLE' 
President Jones reflects on his time at 'K' as he prepares to move on 


David Nachtweih 
STAFF WRITER 


After eight years as the president of 
Kalamazoo College, James F. Jones is beginning 
the difficult goodbyes to a student body that has 
made his experience at "K" unforgettable. 


During his tenure, through the efforts of 
Jones and his staff the endowment has been 
doubled, the buildings have been repaired and 
admissions have increased. The work he and 
his staff have done is launching "K" in a new 
direction, and in Jones' words "K" College 
"is a plum," appealing to prospective students, 
faculty and staff nationwide. Personally, Jones 
believes that it is time for him to go. 


"I think that the school is very nicely 
positioned to recruit a national leader," Jones 
said. "It's probably time to have somebody with 
some new ideas come in here." 


Through his presidency, Jones has seen 
many achievements and improvements to the 
College, and Jones said that his departure is 
difficult. Since his announcement Saturday to 
the campus community, students have been 
contacting him, and their reactions to his exit, 
he said, have made it hard . 


ened his experience as president 
here and made his job more than 
a fulfillment of goals. 


When Jones came to "K" in 
1996 he knew the "College had 
had a rough time, [but] I did not 
know how rough it had been," 
he said. 


He came at a time when 
it was important to stabilize 
the office of the president. 
Though the methods he and his 
staff would develop to resolve 
the College's crisis were still 
unclear, his role at "K" was well 
defined. 


Just as Jones didn't expect 
the financial crisis at "K" to 
be as serious as it was, he also 
found something in the student 
body that surprised him. 


"I have been getting emails from students, 
some who are abroad ... some I don't even know," 
Jones said. "It's utterly remarkable." 


For Jones, the attitudes of"K" students, dif
ferent than his own during college, have enliv-


On Aug. 1, 1996 when 
Jones moved into Trowbridge 
to begin his presidency, he had 
driven 20 hours from Texas 
with his dog Reva and was "feel
ing pretty down," he said. Two 
students helped him unpack his 
belongings, and after settling 
into his new living space, Jones 


See Jones, p. 3 


-- Photo courtesy of Kalamazoo College 


After an 8 }'1:ar reign as president of'K' College, James F. Jones, 
Jr. will be leaving at the end of this academic }'1:ar to assume 
duties as president at Trinity College in ConnecticuL 


'K' students, groups gather to write letters for St. Jude's 
Sessilv Watt 


STAFF WRITER 


Last Friday, a number of stu
dents came out to the Olmstead 
Room in Mandelle to support the St. 
Jude Children's Research Hospital 
in Memphis, Tennessee. 


Attendees of the event, spon
sored by Up 'til Dawn, wrote letters 
to family and friends informing 
them about the hospital and request
ing that they send money to the 
cause. St. Jude provides care and 
treatment to children with various 
diseases, such as cancer. 


"St. Jude is the world's pre-


mier treatment facility for children 
with childhood cancer and other 
catastrophic diseases," said Amy 
Johnson, head of Up 'til Dawn on 
campus. "The hospital never turns 
anyone away due to an inability 
to pay, and in almost all cases 
treatment is completely free. The 
amazing part is that it costs almost 
one million dollars a day to run the 
facility." 


The hospital is capable of pro
viding its free services because of 
fund-raising events like the one held 
here on Friday. 


"Working through ALSAC 
[American Lebanese Syrian Associ-


ated Charities], which is the fund
raising branch of the hospital, we 
raise money to offset the cost of 
treatments for kids at St. Jude. We 
write letters and hold events to 
raise money for the hospital:' said 
Johnson. 


Johnson estimates that some
where between 75 and 100 people 
passed through Olmstead to write 
letters on Friday. While writing 
their letters, attendees enjoyed free 
food, entertainment, and a raffle for 
door prizes. 


"The top team, 'Team Bacon,' 
wrote over 120 letters," she said, 
"Our top individual, Kelly KJapp, 


wrote over 50 letters:' 
Both the Black Student Orga


nization (BSO) and the College 
RepUblicans participated in the 
event as groups. "It's a good cause," 
said Dan Carlson, president of the 
College Republicans. 


Although Johnson expressed 
her gratitude to this year's partici
pants, she has even bigger hopes 
for the future. 


"We hope that next year we can 
get more sports teams and student 
organizations to participate as a 
group," she said. "We hope that 
next year even more people will be 
willing to participate." 
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PHOTO OPINION POLL 


What do you think about 
President Jones leaving 'K'? 


~D.J 


"I think it's sad that we are losing such 
a great leader, but I am sure he will 
do a wonderful job at Trinity like he 
has done for 'K.' He will be sorely 
missed:' 
-- Karen Nave, K'04 


"President Jones said that when he 
became president that he would be 
happy to be here for awhile, but it 
is almost as though he used 'K' as a 
stepping stone to get where he wanted 
to be. He did a lot of good for the 
college, though, and it is a shame he 
is leaving." 
-- Drew Brockington, K'04 


"J am a bit suprised that there were no 
clues beforehand, but I am sure he will 
do as good a job at Trinity as he has 
done for 'K.'" 
-- Katie Phelan, K'04 


''I'm going to miss talking to him at 
soccer games and seeing his dogs. 
I'll miss his support of the athletic 
teams and the way he makes you feel 
comfortable when you talk to him." 
-- Shanna Barkume, K'06 


"I love Dr. Jones. The LandSea kids 
will really miss his spirit. He is a very 
giving, very wonderful man and I am 
very sad to see him leave." 
-- Lisa Dal/aequa, K'06 


- compiled by Kate Boehm 


... , , . 
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FROM STUDENT COMMISSION 
David J. Council, Public Relations Director 


All hope not lost for club teams 
Student Commission petitioning PAC to 'respond with plausible solution' 


To the Kalamazoo College 
Student Body: 


In the very near future, the 
Kalamazoo College Student Com
mission will be ardently petitioning 
the leadership of our institution for 
a real change. The change is in 
response to a growing problem on 
our campus: competitive organiza
tions have no place in our com
munity. 


Any student who participates in 
our Hockey Club, our Sailing Club, 
our Mock Trial Organization or a 
handful of other organizations has 
been faced with the growing frustra
tion of constantly being turned away 
by the College. 


They've received the same 
answers to the same questions from 
dozens of different people: "No, 
we're sorry, you are a valuable 
organization, and we'd hate to see 
you disband, but we can do nothing 
for you." The Student Commission 
believes that answer has to change. 


To give a briefhistory, the Com
mission rightfulJy decided when 
drafting its by-laws that it could 
not financialJy support organiza
tions that compete. Intercollegiate 
competition, in addition to insurance 
and travel, costs large amounts of 
money. 


In fairness, no group is an 
exception; if competition is part 
of an organization's activities, 
it cannot earn recognition or fund
ing (recognition being equal to, if 
not more important, than financial 
assistance). Most unfortunately, 
Student Commission just doesn't 
have the financial capacity or per
sonnel necessary to support such 
organizations. 


The larger issue, though, is that 
no other part of our community 
does either. The entire college 
appears to have no place for club 
sports or competitive academic 
organizations. 


Consequently, StuComm will 
be asking the President's Advisory 
Committee to review the problem 
and respond with a plausible solu
tion. An excerpt from the StuComm 
communication to the PAC explains 
the proposal: 


"We recognize that the prob
lem is not one that carries with 
it an easy solution. We have con
cluded, though, that these competi
tive groups would best belong within 
their appropriate office on campus. 
For example, the Hockey Club 
should be part of Athletics and Mock 
Trial part of political science. 


"The Commission believes that 
only a departmental reorganization 


CRIME BEAT 


in athletics and various academic 
disciplines can begin to bring about 
a lasting, positive solution. Enacting 
real change and establishing new 
procedures is never easy or neces
sarily cheap, but that is what the 
Student Commission, representa
tives of the student body, is fervently 
petitioning you to do." 


StuComm is confident that the 
PAC will be able to address the issue 
in a productive and positive way. 
In the mean time, any student who 
feels strongly about this issue is 
encouraged to write a short e-mail 
of support to stucomm@kzoo.edu. 
They will compile your comments 
and use them to further this cause 
with the Administration. 


Our school is enriched and bet
tered by non-varsity, intercollegiate 
competition. StuComrn believes 
that for those groups to die because 
they are denied a lasting place in 
our community would be a tragedy. 
Student Commission is working 
hard to make sure they are never 
faced with that reality at Kalamazoo 
College. 


David 1. Council 
Public Relations Director 
Kalamazoo College 
Student Commission 


A reported $245 worth of one student's clothing was stolen from Trowbridge's laundry room between II 
p.m. last Thursday and 11 a.m. last Friday. The larceny involved seven clothing articles. 


Two students were caught smoking on campus last Friday at 10 p.m. near DeWaters, resulting in a 
"iolation of a controlled substance. 


A student's backpack was stolen out of Anderson Athletic Center Monday between 8:30 p.m. and 9 p.m. 
Items worth $285 were reported mlssmg. 


Also Monday, two college employees reported an assault and battery incident. It occurred in the morning 
in the Fine Arts Building. 


-- Compiled by Bridget Scallen 


..... 
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Seasonal Affective Disorder 
Counseling center offers help, treatment 


Kate Boehm 


STAFF WRITER 


Seasonal Affective Disorder 
(SAD) affects one in five individuals 
in the northern latitudes, such as 
Michigan, during the fall and winter 
months. The symptoms include feel
ing sad or depressed, irritability, sleep 
distwbance, lack of energy, difficulty 
waking in the mornings, difficulty 
concentrating, social withdrawal, 
reduced productivity and carbohydrate 
or sugar cravings. 


SAD is a result of certain brain 
chemicals becoming imbalanced 
because of the decreased availability 
of sunlight in the fall and winter. The 
lack of light entering the eyes during 
the winter inhibits the production of 


seratonin and increases the production 
of melatonin, resulting in depressive 
symptoms. If left untreated, the 
symptoms usually worsen as winter 
progresses. 


The standard treatment for SAD 
is light therapy, which is backed by 
extensive research by the National 
Institute of Mental Health and 
endorsed by the American Medical 
Association and the Psychiatric Asso
ciation. Light therapy signals the brain 
to curb unnecessary production of 
melatonin and increase the production 
of seratonin, ending the depressive 
symptoms. 


The ideal light therapy session 
is to sit in front of a sun lamp for 
20-30 minutes two to three times per 


See SAD, p.6 


JoneslPresident recalls warm wel
come, spirit of students at 'K' 


continued from page 1 


decided to check his email. 
"I had 16 emails," Jones said, 


from "K" students he had yet to 
meet welcoming him to the Col
lege. 


"From that moment on, I have 
found that the student body [here] 
is remarkable," he said. 


. As president, Jones has estab
lished friendships with many stu
dents on the swimming and soccer 
teams, many of whom visit him 
regularly during the school year 
to talk or walk his dog Atticus. 
In the past some recent alums, he 
said, have even knocked on his 
door during the summer or over 
winter break just to see how he's 
doing. 


During his tenure, Jones has 
interacted with students on Land
Sea, letting them ask him anything 
they want. Spending several days 
in the wilderness of Killarney 
National Park, dirty and hungry, is 
a leveling experience, he said. 


"Up there, being the president 
of the College is nothing. I'm 
just a fellow hiker, repeller, cano
er ... whatever." 


Through his interactions with 
students, Jones has become more 
than just a president to some. 
He has transcended the student! 
administration relationship and 
has "become good friends" with 
men and women at the college. 


As he leaves, he takes more 
than 8 years of job experience. 
Jones takes the impressions that 
his relationships with "K" students 
have left. From the beginning, 
they welcomed him to "K" making 
him feel at home, and now they 
respond to his departure passion
ately. "K" students have framed 
Jones' experience here, and as 
a result "[he has] just loved the 
interactions with the students." 


At Trinity College, Jones will 
enter an environment where stu
dents and faculty have become 
disillusioned with that college's 
presidency. 


There he will have the oppor
tunity to build new relationships 
with that student body. Though 
Jones did not say whether his 
new position at Trinity would 
b his last, he did say that he is 
"not interested in jumping from 
presidency to presidency" every 
five years. 


NEWS 
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Do not close liberty forever 
Aaron Aupperlee 


STAFF WRITER 


Some time ago, I started seeing televi
sion ads with famed film director Martin 
Scorsese watching old films in a dark theater. 
He talked about the classics, the movies 
he knew would be remembered and then 
the screen displays an image 
of the Statue of Liberty. Her 
majestic gaze stares over the 
Hudson River. 


Scorsese laments that 
such a classic, such a symbol 
of freedom, is closed and 
asks for the nation's help 
to reopen Lady Liberty. A 
valiant cause, I thought, but it 
was not until I read an article 
in USA Today that I realized 
just how important the reopen
ing of Lady Liberty is to our 
nation. 


The article, entitled 
"Lady Liberty's stairwells 
may never be full again" 
(2/03/04), attributed the recent 
closure of the Statue of Lib
erty to the risk of terrorist 
threats. The monument has 
been closed since 9111 and 
may never reopen. Visitors to 
Liberty Island can no longer 
ascend the stairs to the crown 
and look out over New York 
City or even tour the immigra
tion museum at the statue's 
pedestal. 


Visitation to the monu
ment has dropped by 40 per-


Editor in Chief 
Katie Dorman 


News Editor 
Eli Savit 


cent, and those who do visit usually find 
themselves huddled in the gift shop or snack 
bar. 


To achieve the total experience of the 
statue, one must climb the stairs to the 
crown. Writer Madeleine Blais considered 
the experience of the cramped crown a 
proper way to "replicate the atmosphere of 


steerage." 
It reminds 


us of the strug
gle of the 
immigrants 
who made 
America. The 
view from the 
crown, while 
not the high
est available 
in New York 
City, allows 
one to see the 
United States 
through the 
eyes ofliberty. 
With this view, 
one can grasp 
that Amer-
icans are 
meant to be 
free. Closing 
the crown, 
even closing 
the pedestal, 
destroys this 
experience. 
Visitation to 
the monument 
is decreasing 


-graphic by Bun Dewilde because of the 


statue's inaccessibility. Americans are not 
flocking to the feet of the most blatant 
symbol of freedom in the country. 


The Statue of Liberty welcomed the 
early immigrants to the United States, 
promising them a new life founded on the 
values of freedom. To them, it was a sign of 
hope, and to U.S. citizens today, it should 
still remain a sign of hope - hope that we, as 
a nation, can overcome the threats against 
our country. The New York Daily News 
editorialized, "Keep the people out and you 
will tum the statue into an international 
symbol of craven fear." 


Symbolism is important to the American 
people. In a time when leaders urge the 
American people to rally around the flag, 
when the Washington Monument, White 
House, Capital, Liberty Bell and many other 
monuments are open to the public, why close 
the Statue of Liberty? True, it is in New 
York City, but New York needs the statue 


more than ever. 
Our nation cannot allow terrorism to 


close down the Statue of Liberty. Nowhere in 
America does a symbol so strongly suggest 
the values of liberty and freedom, values 
that terrorists aim to take away. 


Closing down the Statue of Liberty 
hands victory over to the terrorists. If terror 
has created enough fear to close down a 
symbol of freedom, then the terrorists have 
won control over a cornerstone of America. 
Living in fear is living in oppression. The 
oppressors are terrorists. 


On the base of the Statue of Liberty, 
a poem reads, "Give me your poor, your 
weak, your tired masses yearning to breathe 
free." To the early American immigrants, this 
statement meant freedom and liberty. It has 
not changed. Americans are still "yearning 
to breathe free" and experiencing the Statue 
of Liberty reminds Americans that we can 
still do so. 
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February 12, 2004 OPINIONS 
EliSav;t 


NEWS EDITOR 


I'll start this column with the usual 
caveat: There remains a finite possibil
ity that U.S. troops in Iraq might still 
discover Saddam' s "missing" weapons 
of mass destruction (WMD). Such a 
scenario, however, seems increasingly 
unlikely. 


Former chief U.S. weapons inspector 
David Kay has stated he does not believe 
Saddam Hussein was in possession of 
such weapons at the time of the U.S. 
invasion. In Britain, Prime Minister Tony 
Blair has survived, for now, a political 
maelstrom in which his administration 
was accused of "sexing up" a dossier 
on Iraqi weapons capabilities. And in 
America, President Bush recently bowed 
to domestic pressures and appointed a 
bipartisan committee to research apparent 
intelligence failures regarding Iraq's 
weapons capabilities. 


Rethinking Saddam 
Opponents of the Iraq war have used 


the Anglo-American alliance's inability to 
find WMD to further their claim that the 
invasion was fundamentally wrongheaded. 
But anyone who claims to have believed, 
prior to the war, that Hussein did not 
possess such weapons is probably a liar. 


In the months prior to the American 
invasion, just about the only thing that 
hawks and doves agreed upon was that 
Saddam Hussein was, in all likelihood, 
rebuilding a deadly arsenal. In fact, a very 
viable line of criticism from the anti-war 
camp argued that it would be foolhardy 
to invade Iraq precisely because Saddam 
had such weapons at his disposal and 
would be apt to use them on U.S. troops 
in the event of an invasion. 


That Saddam Hussein had something 
to hide seemed like a simple matter 
of behavioral addition. Hussein was 
known to have had illicit arms, weapons 
programs and toxic materials as recently 
as 1996. Since that time, he had been 


uncooperative in his dealings with U.N. 
inspectors, the United States and the 
international community. He refused 
to open his presidential palaces to spot 
inspections and repeatedly accused all 
western inspectors of being American 
spies. Furthermore, he continually intimi
dated Iraqi scientists and their families so 
as to command their absolute loyalty. 


In short, Saddam Hussein behaved 
like a man who had something to hide. 
However, it seems increasingly likely 
he did not. 


What then, could possibly explain the 
Iraqi dictator's behavior? What follows is 
four possible explanations for Saddam's 
pre-war conduct -- some farfetched, some 
not -- written of course, with the benefit 
of 20/20 hindsight: 
I. The "misdirection" hypothesis 


This theory is the favored explana
tion of a number of top Republicans. It 
basically states while Saddam Hussein 
may have destroyed his actual weapons, 


he covertly maintained 


INDEX READER RESPONSE 
weapons capabilities, 
and was simply waiting 
for inspectors to leave 
to restart his WMD pro
grams. overcome the odds, or were we, 


in part, lucky to grow up in the 
suburbs or in communities with 
good schools? 


for that." Thousands of students 
in Kalamazoo area schools 
would benefit from a mentor 
who would be willing to donate 
two hours a week. You could 


But such a theory 
does not explain Sad
dam's pre-war behavior. 
Ifhe had made a strate
gic decision to destroy 


his weapons to placate inspectors, why 
would he not flaunt this decision to the 
international community? And if he 
decided to expel weapons inspectors so 
as to restart his programs, there would 
surely have been enough evidence of 
such programs during the aftermath of 
the conflict. 
II. The "Anti-Zion" hypothesis 


Saddam Hussein had a long history 
of playing to the so-called "Arab street." 
Although he himself is not religious, he 
often couched his speeches in Islamic 
rhetoric so as to appeal to devout Mus
lims. Saddam also recognized a strong 
anti-Israel stance could garner him more 
popular support. Playing into the antipa
thy of many Muslims towards Israel, he 
made a show of giving the families of 
suicide bombers in Israel $25,000 each 
as a reward for their sons and daughters' 
martyrdom. 


During the late 1990s, Saddam could 
have made the strategic decision to 
destroy his weapons, realizing that the 
West was growing increasingly impa
tient with his recalcitrance. However, 
Saddam might have wanted to maintain 
the appearance of a WMD capability 
so as to portray himself as the eminent 
Arab stalwart against Israel's nuclear 
capability. 


Saddam might have calculated 


See Saddam, p.7 


Ever since we began 
school, it has been drilled into 
our heads that hard work equals 
success: from the "hard work" 
smiley stickers on our spelling 
tests, to the "success" charts and 
bulletin boards at school, to the 
little league coach's insistence 
that "your hard work will pay 
off." We have been told if we 
work hard, we will end up get
ting into a prestigious college 
like Kalamazoo College, and 
that if we work hard at "K" 
College, we will inevitably end 
up with ajob that pays well. 


We can choose to ignore these 
statistics, but we are still part of the 
equation. Rather than accepting 
our accomplishments as nothing 
other than the products of hard 
work, we need to take action on a 
problem that prevents low-income 
students from achieving the same 
success we do. "K" College has a 
few wonderful existing programs, 
including the Arnigos program that 
pairs mentors with students who 
are at a disadvantage as native 
Spanish speakers. However, on a 
campus with over 1200 students, 
the Amigos program has less than 
30 dedicated mentors. We have the 
potential to do so much more. 


help a child with one-on-one 
reading and math skills that 
teachers cannot provide in over
sized classrooms or you could 
provide encouragement that 
a child may not be receiving 
anywhere else. 


NEXT WEEK'S TOPIC ... 


We can glorify our hard 
work and our efforts, or we 
can face the truth . We got 
lucky. The most accurate way 
to predict a child's future is 
to look at his or her father's 
income. Did hard work pave the 
way, or were we lucky to have 
successful parents? According 
to Teach for America, nine
year-olds in low-income com
munities are seven times less 
likely to graduate from coJlege 
than nine-year olds in higher 
income communities. Did we 


Amy Johnson wrote an article 
about the apathetic attitude present 
on this campus. I could not agree 
more. I have been involved with 
several on campus projects and 
organizations, including Amigos 
and Building Blocks, and I cannot 
possibly count the number of times 
that I've heard, "I don't have time 


But, you may not have the 
time to ensure that at least one 
student may not be filtered from 
being able to succeed. You may 
have to venture out into the 
less affluent area surrounding 
this campus, what some "K" 
College students label as "the 
ghetto." You can stay on "this 
fine Arcadian hill," as President 
Jones calls it, where you are 25 
times more likely to run into a 
rich kid than a poor kid, accord
ing to a recent study conducted 
of the nation's 146 top coJleges. 
You can do something about it, 
or you can be happy you were 
lucky. 


-- Jessica Ott 


W'rth the upcoming departure ofPmddeot Jones, 
the college will need to select a replacement who 


will set a course for the coming years. 
What characteristics do you 1hiDk ought to be 
pmscnt in om future president BDd what issue 


should be hisIher highest priority? 


Send us your opinions by Sunday 


index@kzoo.edu 







OPINIONS The Index 


Perpetually stuck: the reality of security and the U.N. 
Gregory La Vov 
STAFF WRITER 


"Will the United Nations serve the pur
pose of its founding, or will it be irrelevant?"
President Bush, September 2002 


Thus far, when it comes to security 
issues, the United Nations has chosen 
irrelevance. While the c~ncept and principle 
of such an organization is ideal and worthy, 
in application its practicality is dubious. 


The U.N. states one of its purposes is 
to "take effective collective measures for 
the prevention and removal [my italics] of 
threats to the peace." In other words, it 
was established to continually protect the 
security of all nations from the worst threats 
humanity has to offer. 


As columnist Richard May states, "It 
has consistently failed to do that-from 
China to Cambodia to Rwanda to Srebenica 
[Bosnia] to the Middle East, the U.N. has 
taken no effective measures against dictators 
who threatened the peace, against despots 
who committed acts of genocide, or against 
rogue nations that have sponsored terror
ism." 


The inaction against Saddam's regime 
in Iraq after the bequest for action by a 
coalition of nations only highlights the latest 
round of criticism against the organization 
for being ineffective on security issues. The 
debate that raged was not a debate about right 
and wrong; perhaps everyone save Iraq and 
the. other terrorist states knew that Saddam 
and his oppressive government were evil. 
The battle turned out to be pohtical: beyond 
the economic reasons (read: oil contracts), 
the question was whether a new Europe could 
stand up to and counter the hegemonic U.S. 
on something that was so vitally important 
to its leader and people. In the U.N., the 
answer was "yes;" in reality, the answer was 


deniably"no!" The coalition would act, 
regardless of the U.N.'s wish for maction 
against a cruel dictator and threat to stabil
ity. Whether the reasons were political or 
economic, the U.N. had proven, once again, 
nearly useless when it came to security 
issues. 


Consider some other examples that 
brazen the U.N.'s record on security or 
related issues: 


Perhaps the most ironic illustration 
with which to showcase such irrelevance 
came in 200 I when member nations on the 


U.N.'s Human Rights Commission voted 
off the United States in order to replace it 
with Sudan--a state where slave-owning is 
allowed. It should not come as a surprise 
that alongside Sudan sat some of the nations 
with the worst human rights records: China, 
Cuba, and Syria, to name a few. To put the 
icing on the cake, in 2002, Libya was elected 
to chair the Commission. These are states 
where communism suppresses its people, 
where population caps triumph over freedom 
of choice, where women are treated (at the 
very best) as secondary citizens, where 
terrorism and terrorists are incubated, and 
ironically, where human rights is the least of 
anyone's concerns. 


Further, as we know, the U.N. Security 
Council is the body designated to preserve 
world peace and security. The U.N. website 
states that "Under the Charter, all Members 
of the United Nations agree to accept and 
carry out the decisions of the Security 
Council," but U.N. Security Council resolu
tions on a multitude of topics have stood 
collecting dust instead of being enforced. 
Even Syria, a terrorist state with a dismal 
human rights record and who is suspected 
of aiding Saddam's Iraq in its final hours, 
recently sat on this council. 


Laughable is the rhetoric and some of 
the measures that the U.N. has taken in 
the name of "security." For instance, the 
organization has lashed out against the U.S. 
for its human rights record; or consider the 
U.N. proposal for an international registra
tion for every non-state-owned gun in the 
world. This worthless legislation would 
do nothing to curb illegal weapons sales or 
dismantle terrorist organizations. 


Even Clinton's Secretary of State Mad
eline Albright recognizes in an article 
she authored in support of the U.N., that 
"traditional U.N. peacekeepers lack the 
mandate, command structure, unity of 
purpose, and military might to succeed in 
the more urgent and nasty cases-where 
the fighting is hot, the innocent are dying, 
and the combatants oppose an international 
presence. Such weaknesses, sadly, are 
inherent in the voluntary and collective 
nature of the United Nations" (Foreign 
Policy, 9/10 2003). 


This list could stretch for pages, but the 
point is that the time for the U.N.'s moral 
relativism and appeasement pertaining to 
security issues is certainly over. In the world 
we live in today, it is painfully obvious 
that the United States cannot and should 
not rely on an organization like the U.N. to 


preserve our freedom and security, or the 
security of our allies, like Israel, which deals 
daily with terrorist attacks and anti-Semitic 
prejudice. 


Thankfully, as President Bush proved, 
the United States (at least under his admin
istration) would not cower to international 
pressure, or shrink before a body that is only 
as powerful as member states make it. The 
President has gone back to the U.N.-after 
the security issue was, of course, taken care 
of-to try and restore some of its diplomatic 
usefulness and utilize areas, like arranging 
elections, where the U.N. has legitimacy, 
experience, and willingness to act. 


whatever means necessary; a by-your-leave 
international body cannot be given the 
power to arbitrarily trump such duties. 
Gathering together nations in an effort 
to talk and mitigate conflicts may prove 
helpful or look good in a diplomatic sense, 
but as both organizations have shown, talk 
without action-or worse, the promise of 
inaction-is a useless waste of time and 
resources. 


In all fairness, the U.N. does adequately 
provide some functions. These are mostly 
service or humanitarian functions like com
bating AIDS, and certainly these humanitar
ian and peacetime goals are honorable. 
However, the organization has become 
dangerously irrelevant on security issues
combating AIDS is worthy, but how about 
also combating aides to terrorism? Arranging 
elections to the newly enfranchised or pass
ing out food to 


While no leader or institution is per
fect, the U.N. has failed many times in 
fulfilling its obligations. It is time to risk 
"alienation" and start playing rough with 
world leaders who refuse to act. There are 
cases-like the nationalistic genocide that 
was seen in the early 1990's-where there 
is no gray area, but rather an obvious and 
humane choice to be made. An institution 
that is given the power to ensure world 
security, but is afraid to use such power in 
even the most extreme and atrocious cases, 
cannot be trusted or relied upon in any 
case where people's lives are at risk. 


the world's poor 
is wonderful, but 
how about taking 
pro-active steps 
against the insti
tutions and lead
ers who suppress 
the vote or lead 
to poverty and 
deplorable living 
conditions? How 
about puttmg 
pressure on lead
ers to be unsat
isfied with the 
status quo of 
world affairs? 


As the 
United Nations, 
and its failed 
predecessor, the 
League of 
Nations, have 
both shown, it 
is impossible to 
ensure security 
with committees 
and resolutions. 
Each state has the 
duty and respon
sibility to protect 
itself and its vital 
interests through 


SAD/ light therapy treatment 
continued from page 3 


week. Timing is very important 
in light therapy treatment. The 
most ideal times for treatment are 
either early in the morning after 
one wakes up or in the afternoon. 
Using the lamp in the evemng or 
before bed can cause insomnia 


To ensure the accuracy of 
light therapy on a particular case, 
a consultation with a physicllU1 or 
counselor is recommended before 
beginning treatment for medical 
or mental health reasons. 


At "K," sun lamps are avail
able for student use in the Health 
Center, the Counseling Center 
and in Jeanne Hess' office. 


"Students are welcome to 
come use my 'happy lamp'when
ever I am in my office," says 
Jeanne Hess, Chair of the Physi
cal Education Department. The 
lamps in the Health Center and 
Counseling Center are available at 
any time during their hours. 


The most common side 
effects oflight therapy are eye and 


skill initation and headaches. The 
side effects are most common in 
people with blonde or red hair, 
green or blue eyes and/or sensitive 
skin. Other side effects include 
mild nausea, excitability and a 
jittery feeling. Gradually increas
mg use of the lamp or increasing 
the distance from the lamp will 
eliminate most side effects. 


Other treatments for SAD 
mclude exposure to natural light, 
such as a one-hour daily walk, 
even on overcast days, daily exer
cise, eating a balanced diet, psy
chotherapy and, in some cases, 
certain medications such as SSRI 
(Selective Serotonm Reuptake 
Inhibitors) or mood stabilizers 
like Litluum. 


If you are experiencing a 
number of the symptoms listed 
above and are concerned about 
Seasonal Affective Disorder, a 
visit to the Health Center or the 
Counseling Center is advised. 


For more information, con
sult the UK" Health Center or 
Counseling Center. 
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Chapel Chat 


difference 
in willing
ness to sit 
in honest 
communi
cation with 
others after 
just 20 


Jeanne Hess 
All religions teach the way 


of peace and non-violence, but as 
with most religious teaching, it is 
easier said than done. Last week, 
the Cultural Expressions house 
held a "peace circle" as one of their 
house programs. As an engaged 
observer, 1 was able to feel the 
difference in mood, attitude and 
thought between entering into 
20 minutes of silence and upon 
coming out. What an amazing 


minutes. 
The discipline of silence is missing 
among us here on campus, as is the 
ability to practice non-violence. 


This Friday at Chapel, students 
who participated in one of the most 
powerful non-violent protests in the 
country at Ft. Benning, Georgia will 
share their stories and insights about 
the trip. Sometimes, we avoid such 
programs because we feel helpless 
to make change, or we feel like 


it's someone else's problem. The 
former School of Americas, now 
the Western Hemisphere Institute 
for Security Cooperation, is a U.S. 
Army school that trains soldiers and 
military personnel from Latin Ameri
can countries in subjects like counter
insurgency, infantry tactics, military 
intelligence, counter-narcotics opera
tions and commando operations.1bis 
trairung isfimded by US taxpayers, 
and aU of the training is conducted 
in Spanish. Most of the classes are 
taught by Latin American instruc
tors. Our taxes pay for this training! 
Come and learn more from those 
who were there. 


Each religion teaches it - non
violence and peace*: 


Buddhism: "HappyistheJifeof 


those who I ive in harmony." 
Christianity· "If it is possible, 


as far as it depends on you, live at 
peace with everyone" and "Let us 
make every effort to do what leads 
to peace." 


Confucianism: "My doctrine is 
that of an all-pervading unity." 


Hinduism: "Let your aims be 
common, and your hearts of one 
accord, and all of you be of one mind, 
so you may live well together." 


Islan1: "Hold fast, all together, 
by the rope which Allah stretches 
out for you, and do not be divided 
anlOng yourselves .. .Let there spring 
from you a community inviting to all 
that is good, enjoining what is right, 
and forbidding what is wrong. Such 
people will surely triumph." 


Judiasm: "Seek peace and 
pursue it" and "How good and 
pleasant it is when kindred live 
together in unity! ... For there the 
Lord bestows his blessmg, even 
life forevermore:' 


Taoism: "Who regards self 
as the world may accept the 
world." 


In sum, a Native American 
Shenendoah proverb says it 
nicely: "It is no longer good~ 
enough to cry peace, we must 
act peace, live peace and live in 
peace." 


Peace be with you all and on 
our campus. 


*111 One Hearl: Wisdom jivm 
theWorld's Scriptures by Bonnie 
Kuchler 


SaddamlNot enough alternatives to Saddam's behavior considered 
continued from page 5 


(wrongly) that America would never invade 
absent any hard proof of his weapons 
capabilities. However, he could have also 
calculated that he could lessen the chance 
of an internal coup or popular revolt if 
he portrayed his regime as a vital cog in 
the fight against Israel by making it seem 
obvious that he possessed WMD. 
III. The "Iran Connection" hypothesis 


During the 1980s and 90s, Sad dam 
Hussein fought two major wars with two 
major enemies: Iran and the United States of 
America. After his defeat in the latter war, 
Hussein found his military considerably 
weakened compared to Iran's . 


Worse for Saddam, the surrender terms 
ofthe first Persian Gulf War placed restric
tions on his ability to research and develop 
a nuclear weapon, whereas no such restric
tions were placed on Iran. Essentially, 
Hussein was caught between a rock and a 
hard place: Ifhe were caught with weapons, 
the U.S. would destroy him; ifhe disarmed, 
Iran would gain the edge in the Persian 
Gulf arms race. 


Saddam might have made a decision to 
secretly disarm to avoid a second American 
invasion (assuming once again 'that the 
United States would not invade absent hard 
proof of his weapons). At the same time, 
he might have chosen not to cooperate 
fully with U.N. inspectors so as to keep 
the Iranians guessing about what kinds 
of weapons he actually possessed, thus 
maintaining an Iraqi deterrent factor. Hus-


sein was known to be an avid reader of 
Cold War histories. 


Could his behavior have been motivated 
by a desire to maintain the doctrine of 
mutually assured destruction in the Persian 
Gulf? 
IV. The "Paranoid Saddam" hypothesis 


Every analysis of Saddam's behavior 
(in this column and otherwise) has hereto
fore assumed that he was a calculating 
leader with rational reasons for his actions. 
For exampJe, the CIA's pre-war assessment 
of Saddam presumed that since he was 
acting like he had something to hide, he 
must have actually had something to hide. 
But what if we were to take Saddam at face 
value? What if he was actually convinced 
that UN inspectors were American spies? 


If Saddam was convinced that Amer
ica was 
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make sense for him to close his presidential 
palaces off to inspections. 


After all, a detailed layout of Saddam 's 
palaces could have given the Americans 
valuable information for any assassination 
attempt. It seems possible in hindsight that 
Saddam Hussein just might have been tell
ing the truth -- he destroyed his weapons 
but wanted no "inspectors cum spies" near 
regime installations. 


Except for the first hypothesis, I believe 
that all of these theories are entirely tenable, 
and the first would have been tenable before 
the war. 


The most egregious failures of the 
American and British intelligence com
munities were their failures to seriously 
consider any of these or otber bypotheses. 
That Saddam had maintained a weapons 


plotting a 
coup 
and 
regime 
change in 
Iraq has 
been a 
stated 
goal of 
American 
foreign 
pol icy 
since the 
Clinton 
Adminis
tration -
it would 
certainly 
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capability was repeatedly trotted out as Ihe 
ollly possible explanation for his behavior. 


Actual intelligence was thus forced to 
conform to a conclusion that had already 
been made (most probably in a politically 
charged atmosphere), when the very pur
pose of intelligence is to help reach- a 
conclusion in the first place. 


I mentioned that these hypotheses are 
written witb the benefit of 20/20 hindsight. 
I too was convinced that Saddam Hussein 
had WMD prior to the invasion last spring. 


But what seems obvious to the layper
son should not be taken for granted by our 
leaders and our spies. The American 
government's failure to seriously consider 
alternative explanations for Saddam's 
behavior constitutes a serious betrayal 
of its duties . 
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SPORTS 
here have all the fans gone? 


Karen Nave 


SPORTS EDITOR 


It is winter, it is cold, the 
wannth that was pouring out of 
your heater in the early, balmy 
months of fall is gone, and no 
matter how many times you play 
with the knobs, on some level 
you know that it is a completely 
worthless task because you have 
no control over the temperature 
in your room. The winter at 
Kalamazoo is hard. The work 
seems harder and in higher 
quantity and the stress makes 
some weeks unbearable. In 
light of all this, what better way 
to relieve some of that stress 
and take a break than going to 
one of the many sporting events 
taking place during winter. 


I am well aware that in the 
last couple of weeks the discus
sion of apathy has taken on a life 
of its own. There is more talk 
concerning the support among 
students for other students. The 
point of this editorial is not to 
berate students, or to scold 
them for not coming. I under-


stand completely how easily time 
slips by. More often than not , 
I wonder where the hours in the 
day went. What the point of this 
article focuses on is the fact that 
students that used to get out there 
and participate don't anymore. 


As a senior, and as Sports 
Editor, I have been to my share 
of sporting events over the last 
couple of years. As I have moved 
toward my exit, it has become 
clear that sporting events that were 
once packed no longer hold that 
importance with the student body. 
Even as recently as last year, when 
the Men's Basketball team played 
Hope or Calvin College, the stands 
were filled with students and there 
was barely standing room. This 
year, at our meeting with Calvin, 
we had a decent showing but noth
ing compared to last year. There 
certainly wasn't the frenzy of 
cheering and enthusiasm that UK" 
has boasted in the past. Home court 
advantage almost has no meaning 
anymore. More often than not, the 
opposing team brings more people 
to a game than we do, and come 
on, let's face it, the farthest people 
live is at max, 10 minutes. 


What I am suggesting is 
that students, despite your cha
otic schedules and endless 
stacks of homework, take time 
to go and support your fellow 
student athletes. Sometimes 
having people in the stands, 
cheering you on, is the dif
ference between a win and a 
loss. Give the sports teams of 
Kalamazoo College a crowd to 
win for, and show up the other 
schools that travel to be at our 
games. 


The next time you think 
about how busy you are, think 
about our student athletes that 
have all of the same responsi
bilities you do plus having to 
add 3-4 hour practices. And 
remember that one of the great 
things about going to UK" is 
that you know the athletes! 
They are your friends, your 
classmates and acquaintances. 
Get out there and support them 
and they will return the favor 
and support you. So the next 
time you feel a lull in your 
schedule, head to a sporting 
even and show your UK" Col
lege pride. 


The Index 


Basketball teams fall in 
two consecutive conference matches 


Karen Nave 


SPORTS EDITOR 


Both the Kalamazoo College Men's and Women's Basketball teams 
suffered losses this past week in a couple of tough conference battles. 


The Women took a tough loss at home against a third place Albion 
College team. The lady Hornets were unable to find any sort of momentum 
during the game and were dominated by a tough Britons team. The Hornets 
went into the halftime down 18-36. They were not much better coming out of 
the locker room. The finaI score, 71-38 Albion. 


The Women's team traveled to Grand Rapids on Saturday to face-off 
against a second place Calvin College team. Once again, Kalamazoo 
could not seem to find their rhythm and ended a rather low scoring game, 
58-46, Calvin. 


Kalamazoo sbot 31.4 % from the field and committed 24 turnovers. 
However, the Hornets did hold the rebounding advantage 40-33. The Hornets 
drop to 5-6 in the MIAA and (12-9 overall). Their next match is Feb. 10, in 
Anderson, against non-ronference Tri-State University at 7:30 p.m. 


The Men also dropped two games this past week. On Wednesday, the 
men's team traveled to Olivet College to face the Comets. They lost a close 
game 66-67, after coming back from a 33-41 deficit at halftime. A shot at the 
buzzer did not go in and the Hornets picked up the loss. 


Kalamazoo shot 38.6 percent from the field aand went 7-21 outside the 
arch. Kalamazoo also out-rebounded Olivet 33-28. 


The Hornets next traveled to Calvin College on Saturday to face-off 
against the second place Knights. The Hornets couldn't hold on after 
leading at halftime 41-30 and fell to Calvin with a final score of 79-67. 
They were out-scored 49-26 in the second half of play. Kalamazoo shot 
44.8 percent from the field. 


The Hornets drop to 2-7 in the MIAA (7-14 Overall). Their next 
match-up is against a first place Hope College team Wed. night in Anderson at 
7:30 p.m. Everyone is encouraged to show up and support our team against 
our rivals the Flying Dutchmen. 


SCOREBOARD 


Men's Basketball Women's Basketball 
2/7- Calvin 79, Kalamazoo 67 2/10- Kalamazoo 77, Tri-State 58 


. 
Men's Swimming Women's Swimming 


1/31- Kalamazoo 131, Albion 110 1/31-Albion 137, Kalamazoo 106 


Men's Tennis Women's Tennis 
2/8- Western 7, Kalamazoo 0 1/31- Kalamazoo 5, Valpariso 4 
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In response to the article 
run last week, Editor in 
Chief Katie Dorman and 
writer of said article, Jessie 
Mannisto, respond to the 
controversy on campus. 


-page 4-


Three students respond 
to last week's front-page 
article on the gulf between 
the humanities and the sci
ences. 


-page 5-


In this week's Sex Files, 
Anna Maxbauer discusses 
the importance of choosing 
the right underwear and its 
effect on your sex life. 


-page 6-


Tyler Pray reviews Eric 
Clapton's new album, "Mr. 
Johnson and Me," an album 
that demonstrates his time
less sound. 


Colin Baumgartner does 
"sports in briefs," discussing 
the Hornets' season com
mencements for the tennis, 
softball and baseball teams. 


-page 8-
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JUXTAPOSED: Frelon shakes things up 
Kate Boehm 


Index Staff 


"Juxtaposed," the 2004 Frelon perfor
mance taking place this weekend, promises 
to be an amazing event. 


"I think the show is going to be a lot of 
fun this year," said Emily Boehm, K'04, one 
ofFrelon's four seni<>r directors. "Hopefully 
the audience will enjoy the performance as 
much as we have enjoyed putting it together. 
This year's show is eclectic and upbeat - I 
think it will be a crowd pleaser." 


"Juxtaposed" will be performed at 8 
p.m., Thursday, Friday and Saturday, April 
15-17, in Dalton Theater. Tickets will be 
sold Monday through Wednesday, April 12-
14, in Hicks, though some will also be sold 
at the door. Students are advised to purchase 
tickets in advance since the show has sold out 
in past years. 


The cost is $3 for students and senior 
citizens and $5 for adults. Some standing 
room only tickets will be sold at the door 
for $2. A portion of the proceeds will be 
donated to Up 'Til Dawn, the 'K' college 
organization that supports children at St. 
Jude's Hospital. Up 'Til Dawn will also be 
selling flowers in the theater lobby during all 
of the performances. 


"We have a wide variety of dances this 
year: ballet, tap, West African, Irish step danc
ing, modern, hip-hop, musical theater, jazz, 
medieval, lyrical, and salsa," said Boehm. 
"It's definitely going to be an eclectic show 
this year, and I think that's what makes Frelon 
so much fun. It's not all that often you find a 
medieval partner dance and a Britney Spears 


hip-hop number all in 
one dance show." 


Frelon began 
in 1997 when two 
seniors got a small 
group of students 
and friends together 
to play around with 
dance. Their idea has 
since evolved into the 
largest student orga
nization on campus: 
there are 105 dancers 
performing in the show 
this year. 


Included in 
Frelon's extensive 
history: an orientation 
show involving 100 
first-year students that 
was pulled together 
in 5 days in 1997, a 
performance in which 
the students had to 
completely build a 


-- photo counesy of Emily Boehm 


Students rehearse a West African dance for this weekend's Frelon produc
tion, "Juxtaposed." The performance showcases an eclectic mix of dances 
from all different genres. 


stage from the gym floor up while Dalton 
was being renovated in 2001, and two week
end-long dance workshops in 2002 where all 
the proceeds were donated to a breast cancer 
society and the American Red Cross. 


The organization is completely student
run, meaning that the students do everything 
themselves, from teaching to choreography 
to organization to putting on the final per
formance itself. Four seniors were in charge 
of Frelon this year - Emily Boehm, Marla 
Hahn, Megan Noe, and Lara Roney - all of 
whom choreographed dances this year as well 


as participated in several dances apiece. 
"Frelon is great because it's all voluntary, so 


everyone involved is there because they love to 
dance," said Marla Hahn, K'04, one of Frelon's 
four senior directors. "That kind of energy is 
just awesome." 


The final show is a Frelon tradition that 
promises to be yet another success this year. 


"I'm especially proud of and excited for this 
year's show because it will include several things 
that Frelon has always wanted to do," said Hahn. 
"We have many surprises in store ... but you have 
to come to the show to see them!" 


Four professors granted tenure this year 
Katherine Wegert 


Index Staff 


Earlier this quarter, the 
Board of Trustees announced 
the names of the professors who 
received tenure this year. Karyn 
Boatwright, Siu-Lan Tan, and 
Peter Erdi, from the Psychology 
department, and Eric Nordbmoe, 
from the Mathematics department 


are the four selected professors 
that have been granted tenure. 


"Tenure is something that 
is awarded by the Board of 
Trustees ... tenure is indefinite, 
permanent reappointment," said 
Dr. Malher, who was present at 
the meeting in which tenure was 
announced. 


The tenure process is six 
years in length and includes 


biyearly reviews by the Faculty 
PeTSonnel Committee (FPC) 
and recommendations by the 
committee, the provost, and the 
president. 


"The Board votes on tenure 
cases on the recommendation of 
the president, who makes recom
mendations based on the recom
mendation of the provost. I make 
a recommendation based on the 


recommendation of the Faculty 
Personnel Committee ... It would 
be highly unusual for the board 
not to do what the president rec
ommends," said Dr. Malher. 


Professors are hired into 
tenure-track positions and 
undergo reviews at the end of 
their second, fourth, and fifth 


See Tenure, p.6 
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What do you think about the 
ugulf" of 'K' College? 


"An education is an education no matter 
what major you're studying." 
•• Sally Scheuermann, K'07 


"The science class I took was a weeder 
course, so it was hell; they intentionally 
made it that way." 
-- Jackie Ball, K '07 


"The truth is, I don't really notice it. I 
don't think that it exists in my life at 
least, and I'm glad that some of my 
friends are humanities majors." 
-- Mike GUsta, K'06 


"I think that the science program at 'K' 
should do more to encourage people 
to take science courses and encourage 
participation in other disciplines." 
-- Jordan Mortensen, K'07 


"I don't understand how you can truly 
appreciate the other aspects oflife with
out appreciating the humanities and sci
ences. Dr. Girdler rocks!" 
-- Seema Johnson, K'07 


-- compiled by Laurel Stiedemann 


It's no stretch to say Americans love yoga 
Sara Steffens 


Knight Ridder Newspapers 


You're not imagining it: 
Everyone reaUy is doing yoga. 


OK, maybe not everyone. 
But the ancient discipline, which 
promises spiritual enlightenment 
along with long, lean muscles, has 
indeed boomed in popUlarity over 
the past several years. 


Just how big has the trend 
become? 


Yoga is now practiced by 7 
percent of U.S. adults, or 15 mil
lion people, according to a market 
study conducted by Harris inter
national this summer for Yoga 
Journal. That's up 28.5 percent 
in the last two years alone. 


The same study found that 
more than half of the general 
population has at least a casual 
interest in yoga, and one in six 
respondents planned to try yoga 
in the next year. 


Three-quarters of fitness 
clubs now offer some form of 
yoga class, according to the 
International Health, Racquet 
and Sportsclub Association 


Just call us the Yoga Nation. 
For a dramatic example of the 


juggernaut that yoga has become 
in America, look no further than 
San Francisco, where Berkeley
based Yoga Journal magazine held 
its West Coast regional conference 
five weeks ago. 


The event brought hundreds 
of teachers and practitioners to 
the Embarcadero Hyatt Regency, 
where they did lunch, traded 
business cards and unrolled their 
sticky mats in giant meeting 
rooms to work with such yoga 
legends as Baron Baptiste. 


Some teachers, such as 
Ashtanga veteran David Swenson, 
had to wear microphone headsets 
to amplify their voices through the 
twisting and stretching crowds. 


"I wonder ifPatanjali had one 
of these," Swenson joked, refer
ring to the Indian sage who wrote 
the Yoga Sutras. 


Quite a change from the old 
days, he added, when yoga enthu
siasts scrounged for old carpet 
scraps to use as mats. 


Judith Hanson Lasater, a 


longtime yoga teacher and the 
author of "30 Essential Yoga 
Poses," said the current flurry 
of interest in yoga is really the 
second to hit the United States. 


"I started yoga practice 
myselfin 1970, when there was a 
mini-wave of yoga, with the Bea
tles and the Maharishi and sitar in 
rock music," she said. "There was 
a big cultural divide, and this was 
sort of part of the counterculture. 
It wasn't just yoga; it was how you 


. ate and how you dressed . 
"There are some people that 


go to ashrams and do that, but I 
think the majority of the people 
go to a yoga class like they go 
to a gym. It's different now; it's 
meeting different needs." 


Mention yoga these days, 
and Americans are more likely to 
picture a mat-toting movie star 
than a patchouli-soaked hippie 
in a unitard. 


The practice has become 
so thoroughly entrenched in 
mainstream culture that you can 
even buy trendy yoga gear at 
Niketown. 


Yoga is now recommended 
to pro athletes by their coaches, 
pushed by cardiologists and 
physical therapists and taught in 
some high schools for physical 
education credit. 


Inevitably, the yoga boom has 
its dark side, too. 


Bikram Choudhury has 
ignited a fiery debate by threat
ening to sue those who infringe 
his copyright by using the term 
"Bikram" or teaching his patented 
pose sequence without forking 
over a franchise fee. 


Last spring, a Times of 
London reporter noted the emer
gence of a disturbing reaction 
to overcrowded classes: Yoga 
Rage. 


And Los Angeles police have 
reported a rash of thefts of trendy 
Ugg boots, all stolen from outside 
the front doors of popular yoga 
studios. 


If yoga is changing Ameri
cans, so, too, are Americans 
changing yoga, with a result that 
looks distinctly different from the 
tradition's roots in India, which 
reach back thousands of years. 


F or one thing, students in 
the United States are embracing 
sweaty, strenuous varieties of 
the discipline, lumped together 
under the term Power Yoga. 
Teachers are hanging mirrors in 
their studios, piping in music and 
offering hybrid classes such as 
"Disco Yoga" and "PiYo" (Pilates 
and yoga combined). 


"Yoga's in the mainstream 
now, it's in the market, so it's 
going to get the same vibe as 
the rest of the culture," Santa 
Fe instructor Tias Little told 
his students at the Yoga Journal 
Conference, amidst a lecture on 
balancing one's digestive tract. 
"Which is a little bit sad, but it's 
good because people get exposed 
to it." 


Not surprisingly, many 
longtime teachers and practitio
ners share these mixed feelings 
about yoga's popularity. 


One major complaint is that 
today's students tend to see yoga 
merely as the process of perfect
ing difficult poses, ignoring its 
meditative and spiritual compo
nents. 


"If I could wave my magic 
wand, I would like the deeper 
philosophical aspects of yoga 
to be taught more," said Lasater, 
who holds a doctorate in East
West psychology. "I would like it 
if people just knew the ten com
mandments of yoga, the yam a 
and niyama." 


Those principals include not 
lying, stealing, harming others, 
or being greedy, and knowing 
oneself, surrendering to God and 
seeking purity and contentment. 


"Real yoga is not just gym
nastics," Swenson told one of 
his classes at the Yoga Journal 
conference. "It is the unseen 
attention to breathing and the 
development of awareness." 


"It can be a form of physi
cal fitness, or it can be a deep 
spiritual practice. It can be a way 
of life." 


(c) 2004, Contra Costa 
Times (Walnut Creek, Calif.). 


Distributed by Knight 
Ridder/Tri bune Information 
Services. 
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Racist CODlDlents in the Senate ch'aIl1bers 
Nick Culp 
Index Staff 


The majority of people who read this article are prob
ably unaware of a recent controversy that broke out on 
Capitol Hill just this past week regarding United States 
Senator and Democratic leader, Christopher Dodd. The 
fact that this incident has received a very limited amount 
of attention from the "mainstream" press, either in print 
or on television, is hardly surprising. Some may con
sider it quite ironic, however, when remembering that 
this event is taking place in the wake of the Trent Lott 
uproar, in which a Republican senator's questionably 
bigoted remarks dominated the news just two years ago. 
Very inconsistent cover~ge is being given to this nearly 
identical situation. 


According to an article recently published by Roll 
Call, the official publication on Washington politics, 
"Senator Chris Dodd got a little carried away with a trib
ute speech last week upon the occasion of Senator Robert 
Byrd casting his 17,000th vote in the [U.S. Senate]." The 
dispute surrounding Senator Dodd's flattering remarks 
has much to do with the awful similarities between his 


tribute to Senator Byrd and co=ents that knocked Sena
tor Lott from his position as Senate Majority Leader back 
in late 2002. 


In praising the accomplishments of Senator Byrd, 
Senator Dodd co=ented, "It has often been said that 
the man and the moment come together. I do not think 
it is an exaggeration at all to say to my friend from West 
Virginia that he would have been a great Senator at any 
moment. Some were right for the time. Robert C. Byrd, 
in my view, would have been right at any time." Despite 
Byrd's poor history on racial issues, Dodd continued, 
"[Senator Byrd] would have been right during the great 
conflict of Civil War in this nation." Said Dodd, "I cannot 
think of a single moment in this nation's 220-plus-year 
history where he would not have been a valuable asset to 
this country ... Certainly today that is not any less true." 


Byrd's lack of concern for racial minorities within the 
United States is apparent not only in his vote against the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, but also in his participation as 
a ranking member of the Ku Klux Klan prior to assuming 
his role as one of the longest-serving Democrats in the 
Senate. As recently as 200 I, Byrd received harsh criti
cism for his continued use of the N---- word in a television 


EDITORIAL 


interview with the FOX News Channel. 
In response to the Democratic Party's lack of leader


ship in dealing with Senator Dodd, black conservative 
co=entator Armstrong Williams notes that, "What 
[Dodd] said was worse than what Trent Lott said. It's 
raw racism. The fact that the Democrats have said noth
ing about [Dodd's] racist, bigoted co=ents shows that 
when Republicans say something they get tossed out 
of office-but Democrats get away with it." Dodd's 
spokesman Marvin Fast responded to Republican calls 
for reprimands with the issued statement that "Senator 
Dodd continues to believe that Senator Byrd's career 
should be measured in its totality, and that his love of our 
country and Constitution would make him a remarkable 
Senator whenever he served." That is about as believ
able as saying that former Senator Strom Thurmond was 
just about states' rights. Give me a break ... Where are 
Tom Daschle and the rest of the Democratic leadership? 
Where are Jesse Jackson and his liberal posse of self
appointed "minority leaders"? Where is the continually 
leading story in the New York and L.A. Times? How 
disgraceful to again see partisan politics triumph principle 
and decency ... Hypocrisy. 


Although inconvenient, 
all of the construction gOIng 
on here at "K" is worth it. 
With this recent spate of new 
construction comes a renewed 
need for patience and under
standing. Inconveniences are 
occurring, but these need to be 
accepted in order to keep our 
eyes on the prize. 


between Catherine Street and 
the railroad tracks. The houses 
behind Severn and Crissey have 
already been knocked down, so 
when everyone returns to school 
in the fall the park should be 
completed. 


necessary one. With the addition 
of about one hundred construction 
workers and even more juniors 
back from abroad, parking is at a 
premium. The administration has 
been trying to find new parking 
spots; however, the only realistic 
solution is for everyone to park 
farther from campus and walk. 
It's not the most convenient solu
tion, but certainly the best. 


upcoming move of the Informa
tion Services staff into Hicks 
Center. While this won't be 
a factor until next year, it still 
weighs heavily on the minds of 
many students. 


Perhaps the most effective 
solution to this dilemma is for 
everyone to accept the incon
veniences and make the best of 
a less-than-desirable situation. 
Nothtng worth doing is ever easy, 


and nothing is withoutits cost. 
If we at the college want the 
benefits of an expanded and 
renovated library along with a 
brand new park, we are going 
to have deal with the hassles 
of construction. We would 
encourage everyone to keep 
in the back of their minds the 
benefits to come while they 
drive around campus looking 
for a place to park. 


A new park is going to 
be built on the plot of land 


The library renovations have 
already begun, and Academy 
Street has been made one-way 
to allow for construction traffic. 
This is certainly a hassle but a The same goes for the 


Hot of! the presses: new work from Di Seuss 
Megan Ender 


Index Staff 


This past Monday night, Writer 
in Residence Diane Suess read new 
and recent poems to a large crowd of 
enthusiastic listeners. In Suess' words, 
"If you live a writing life, then at least 
poems follow your own intellectual, 
spiritual and emotional development." 
The work that she read centered on sev
eral works based on the idea of a female 


muse. The overall idea being inspired to 
write about change that often feels like 
loss and seems impossible to survive, yet 
also looking at what it offers. 


The high point of the evening involved 
reading a long piece entitled "Fruit Cock
tale," in which Dan Menzo K' 04, Erin 
Ashmore K'04 and Chera Tribble, K'07, 
read sections to embody different voices 
within the poem. The poem's theme cen
tered around the various degrees and types 
of sexual assault and used Red Riding 


Hood and the Goddess Diana as other 
important characters. Suess says, "This 
is one of the most overt/feminist poems 
that deals with claiming and reclaiming 
power through myth and story." 


For Suess one of the central events 
that affected her recent work was her son's 
move to college. "I often write at night 
while walking the dogs. They experience 
the world just through their senses and it's 
that time that no one is able to penetrate 
my senses." One of the most recent poems 


focused on the recent destruction of 
houses around Kalamazoo College, 
many of which Suess lived in as 
a former student. Interested 
students and faculty members can 
look forward to reading a long poem 
entitled, "The Cooked Goose," which 
has been accepted for publication by 
the North American Review. 


To find out more about Di Suess, 
please visit: http ://www.kzoo.edu/ 
pr/ 
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I would like to take a moment 
to address several of the responses 
received with regards to the April 
8 article "The 'K' College gulf: 
humanities and sciences collide" and 
to explain the journalistic process. 


First, thank you to all who submit
ted letters to the editor. We regret that 
we were unable to publish all of them 
because The Index does not publish 
letters to the editor that are personal 
or argumentative in nature. 


As for the article, I think perhaps 
the most controversial part of the issue 
was the quote stating that girls take 
fluff majors and marry straight out of 
college, which the person who said it 
finds to be bothersome. The contro
versy comes from its display, being 


FROM THE EDITOR 


placed in a pull-quote. There are several 
reasons for the use of the pull-quote-
to exemplify an outstanding quote, for 
design/graphical/space purposes, some
thing to catch the eye, etc. 


In this case, the quote was chosen 
because it was felt that it was a phe
nomenal exemplification of the issue the 
article was trying to expose. It illustrates 
the competing attitudes that the article 
discusses and therefore was chosen to 
stand out. It was never intended to put 
the quote out there in an attempt to draw 
angst against the quoted. 


As for the journalistic practices of 
the newspaper, those quoted in the article 
were asked if the quotes they had given 
to the reporter were okay to run in The 
Index. All responses were positive. Also, 


the writer made it clear at the time of the 
interviews that the goal was to have it 
published in the newspaper. 


There is an allegation of misquota
tion, however, which at this time has not 
been determined to be true or false. Also 
undeterminable is the allegation of quotes 
being taken out of context. Journalisti
cally, any quotes given in an interview can 
be quoted in succession. 


The Index and I stand by the writer 
and the article as being credible and accu
rate. We acknowledge the accusations of 
alleged misquotation and taking quotes 
out of context; Nevertheless, we stand by 
what was published. 


The article that ran was never 
intended to harm anyone or to pit depart
ments or people against one another. It 


LETTER TO TI-IE EDITOR 


exemplifies a critical issue in liberal 
arts education, which even physicist 
and novelist, C.P. Snow, wrote about 
in his 1950s publication, "The Two 
Cultures." He argued that the disdain 
and lack of communication between 
sciences and humanities hinders the 
world's ability to promote change and 
to be productive. That is really the 
issue of this article. 


I woula encourage everyone to 
look beyond the obvious quotes and 
seriously consider the broad issue at 
hand that the article really addresses. 
Look past the "who said what" and 
"what upset whom." There is a much 
larger issue that we all are caught up 
in and ought to be addressing. 


Katie Dorman, Editor in Chief 


To follow up on the pub
lication of "The 'K' College 
gulf: humanities and sci
ences collide," I would like 
to address a few things. First, 
there is the allegation that I 
misquoted someone in the 
article. I can only say that the 
quotations I used were abso
lutely accurate, and moreover, 


that I chose them because they 
represented the general ideas she 
expressed during the interview. 


expressed similar opinions, but 
none of them would speak on the 
record. The one quoted was the 
only one who agreed to do so. 
She deserves respect for this, as 
her forthrightness contributed 
to a dialogue that is relevant to 
those who study at this liberal 
arts institution. When reading 
her comments, I would hope 


that instead of berating her as an 
individual, readers will instead 
think of other people they might 
know who hold similar opinions, 
and then consider what may have 
lead them to such beliefs. 


ties and social science majors 
also hold stereotypes about 
the academic "other." The 
article merely presented a 
handful of perspectives from 
students of different majors 
in the hopes of prompting 
all readers to reexamine their 
own views. 


That being said, I was disap
pointed to see that so many people 
used the article as nothing but an 
excuse to villanize those quoted. 
When I was preparing that article, 
I attempted to interview other sci
ence majors who had previously 


THE INDEX 


Additionally, I trust that all 
readers realize that the quotation 
does not represent the views of all 
science majors, and that human i- Jessie Mannislo 


Editor in Chief 
Katie Dorman 


News Editor 
Eli Savit 


Opinions Editor Feature Editor Sports Editor 
Karen Nave 


Layout Editor 
Kate Boehm 


Copy Editor 
Troy Duncan 


Circulation 
Katie Dorman 


Staff Writers 


Colin Baumgartner 
Kate Boehm 
Tyler Pray 


Katherine Wegert 


Joe Mansour Megan Morrissey 


Photographers 
Mars Getsoian 


Layout 


Katie Dorman 


Copy Readers 


Burt DeWilde 


Opinions 
Nick Culp 


Columnists 


Anna Maxbauer 


Sarah Beth Gale-Barbantini 


71le Tndex encourages reader response in the fonn of letten; to the editor 
The Index reserves the right to edit for clarity. length, grammar and libel. Also 
reserved is the right to not print letten; to the editor or not to print then in tbeir 
entirety. No letters will be accepted which are in response to articles appearing 
in the same issue. 


Letters should be signed, but unsigned lett~rs dealing with sensitive issues will 
be accepted and printed at the discretion of the editorial board. Editorials expressed 
are those ofthe editorial board and do not reflect the opinions of the entire staff or 
the coUege. Letters should submitted via e-mail by the Sunday before the issue 
in which they are to appear. Please contact The Index with any further issues or 
inquiries. The Tndex makes no endorsement of the points of view and opinions 
expressed in articles or letters appearing in the Opinions section. All opinions are 
the work of the authors. 


Contact Us 


The Inde.t and Its staff 
members can be contacted by 
contacting the publications office 
during regular business houn;. 


1200 Academy Street 
Kalan13zoo, MI 49006 


269.337.7216 


index@kzoo.edu 







APRJL 15,2004 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Dear Editor and K Community: 
To say that any female majoring in such an area is 


fluff and that she is here solely to find a husband is not 
how I feel. I am writing in response to "The 'K' Col
lege gulf: humanities and sciences collide," which was 
run on April 8. There has been quite a rapid response 
both of outrage and of support. I fall into the outrage 
category. The pull-quote was terribly insensitive and 
ungrounded. The writer misquoted me. The quote 
should have included the key words "a few" preced
ing the inflammatory statement. When I asked about 
this, I was told it was simply a matter of semantics. 
No, it is more than just plain semantics. It alters the 
entire interpretation. There exists a handfol of women 
on this campus who do seem to fit this stereotype. This 
is the exception, not the rule. Nor are they all majoring 
in "English, Soc/ Anth, Psych," but instead they span 
all departments. Nor were those three majors cited 
in the sentence that was written down, but they were 


notes jotted down below the statement in her notebook. I do 
not feel anyone major is "fluff," but I do feel there are paths 
of least resistance through any major. 


Further, the second sentence for which I say I am frus
trated by someone waddling through his/her major is out of 
context and misplaced. The writer has shown me her reporting 
notebook. The quotation contained words and phrases which 
originated in several different locations including on separate 
pages in her notes. The presentation of these words, in the 
order chosen, serves to misrepresent my actual views. The 
two sentences were not said in succession, nor was the second 
sentence in reference to "girls [taking] majors ... " It was in 
reference to those students at "K" who have apathy towards 
their major. This is a very small minority, yet it does upset 
me. Granted, the sentences certainly sound great together for 
their overall shock value, but I contend that it is libel. 


I was interviewed because I agreed that dialogue needed 
to begin among all majors, but I did not expect to be the only 
scientist she included. Why did I feel dialogue was necessary? 


Well, here's the real shocker: I value other majors. 
My roommate is a double religion and history major. 
She loves it and works her tail off. I have a friend 
who is majoring in English who wants to go into 
writing children's books. She is seriously devoted 
to it, and I think that is great. Another friend headed 
to a prestigious divinity school has spent her time 
as a soc/anth and religion major immersing herself 
in theory and relishing it. All majors are valuable. 
I agreed to the interview because there are miscon
ceptions between all of these disciplines which 
should be addressed. Scientists are not better than 
non-scientists. All of us here at "K" have merit, but 
I think that in the stress of day-to-day life at "K" 
we lose sight of that reality. I am truly saddened 
that this form of journalism seems to be prevalent 
in today's media. 


Kate Markiewicz 


Firstly, as a junior biology major, 
I want to express my disgust at some 
of the remarks in the article ''The 'K' 
College gulf: humanities and sciences 
collide," published April 8, 2004. 
Episodes such as these remind us that 
science does not exist in a vacuum; it 
is deeply integrated with a host of soci
etal structures. The U.S. government 
is far and away the greatest financial 
contributor to science research in our 
country, and many faculty members 
receive substantial funding for their 
research through the National Science 
Foundation and National Institute of 
Health. Scientists must therefore have 
a keen understanding of the workings 
of our government, how public policy 
is generated, and the impact of the 
political process on the field . Each 
biology faculty member I have spoken 
with is gravely concerned at the current 


stifling of science by the Bush administration 
and takes a personal interest in what is at stake 
in the upcoming presidential election. 


We must also not forget the fact that the 
primary beneficiary of scientific discovery is the 
public. Medical research for novel treatments 
and technologies, environmental investigations 
of humans and their impact on the world in 
which they live, and industrial innovation lead
ing to new and improved consumer products 
are just a few examples of the ways in which 
science directly impacts the lives millions of 
people every day. Scientists cannot isolate 
themselves from the needs and concerns of 
those their work is aimed at serving. 


spend a far greater deal of my time determining 
the best way to cornmunicate the conclusions 
of my scientific thought than I do synthesizing 
those conclusions. I would readily admit sci
ence has historically had trouble communicat
ing both between its practitioners and to the 
greater society in which it exists. Yet given 
the popularity of the writings of scientists such 
as Stephen J. Gould, Stephen Hawking, and 
Isaac Asirnov, the public is an eager, interested, 
and formidable consumer of scientific thought 
when it is framed in an understandable and 
conversant format. 


must never regress down a similar 
path in its orientation towards the 
modem world by arrogantly claim
ing an exclusive place for itself in 
the broadly diverse fields of human 
endeavor. Is it any wonder that issues 
such as the teaching of evolution in 
public school curricula, stem cell 
research, and global climate change 
are so divisive in our society yet 
generate such little public discussion 
of the facts relevant to their debate? 
Science has a duty to our greater 
society to offer itself to all comers, 
meet them at a level at which a dis
course can take place, affirm their 
contribution, and move and shape 
both participants in an interchange 
of thought and experience irrespec
tive of the level of instruction at which 
it is being offered. 


Finally, the importance of communica
tion to science cannot be understated. As it 
was articulated very clearly in the article, "We 
need math to accompany the words we use to 
communicate the ideas behind the sciences. 
We need English because communication is 
so important. .. " In my science coursework, I 


Walling off science to but a select few, 
denigrating the attributes of those outside its 
confines, and ignoring the common interest 
of science and society to see to its progress 
serves no one. Let us not forget the sufferings 
of Bruno, Copernicus, and Galileo during the 
century's long repression of science due to the 
Catholic Church's misunderstanding of the 
purpose and method of the discipline. Science Daniel Russell 


I will readily admit that I am incredibly offended 
that one of my fellow students would so willingly 
dismiss all of the hard work that all humanity majors 
have put into their education. A comment made in 
"The 'K' College gulf: humanities and science col
lide" this past week was hurtful, sexist, and made 
by an intellectual elitist. 


that would come out of the mouth of a Kalamazoo Col
lege senior. Kalamazoo College is a liberal arts school, 
and the basis of our school's philosophy is that all aspects 
of scholarship - be it history, English, foreign languages, 
mathematics, or science - are important for a well-balanced 
education and society. We are supposed to be striving to 
learn from all disciplines so we can gain a complete view 
of human knowledge. This does not mean that we should 


all be equally talented at all disciplines - no human 
is perfect; we all have weaknesses and strengths. I 
struggle with mathematics and science,just as I have 
friends that struggle with writing English essays or 
learning other languages. We should come out of 
our four years with a respect for the work that goes 
into being a competent scholar in any career. 


I am absolutely horrified that a comment like Christiana Hanson 
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The Files 
Written by 


Anna Maxbauer 


What's in your pants: the facts about underwear 
If you're like most people, you wear 


some sort of underwear at least part ofthe 
time. Though its utility rests somewhere 
between functional and decorative, under
wear still plays a notable role in sexual 
health. 


The idea with underwear is to pro
mote the peace without interfering with 
normal functioning. The biggest antago
nist of happy genital activity is bacteria, 
which thrive in places that are warm, dark, 
and wet (remind you of anything?). The 
material from which your underwear is 
made influences significantly how things 
go down in your nether regions - cotton 
helps everything breathe, polyester traps 
moisture, etc . To ladies who thought 
the cotton crotch in their underwear was 
purely decorative: cotton is there to absorb 
,l:xtra moisture so it can evaporate instead 
of helping yeast or bacteria grow. As 
attached as some of us are to poly blends, 
there really is a valid case for making 
cotton the fabric of our (sex) lives. 


One area in which underwear is really 
important is male fertility. Even though 
it's assumed that most of the Index's 
target audience isn't keen on having kids 
any time soon, understanding fertility 
may help you later on in life, or, if noth
ing else, give you more ammunition in a 
boxerslbriefs debate. 


Basically, briefs are bad for guys 
because they compact organs that were 
designed to roam free . Spermatogenesis 


isn't possible at 98 .6 degrees, which is 
why the testes are outside the body (the 
testicles are basically an outdoor green
house where sperm can grow happily 
without major interference from body 
heat). Wearing briefs incubates the testes 
close to the skin, making it impossible for 
sperm to mature (wearing tight briefs or 
jockey shorts does NOT count as contra
ception). 


them a must when wearing certain skirts 
or pants. Some physicians may tell you 
that the thong is a bacteria superhighway 
connecting the vagina and anus, but there 
isn't much scientific evidence to support 
the claim at this point. Wearing thongs 
often can irritate skin, leaving it raw and 
vulnerable to the germs and viruses that 
a shifting thong can transmit. 


If you're 
devoted to Lots of 


guys are fans 
of boxer briefs, 
which aren ' t 
quite a s 
good as boxers 
but are consid
erably better 
than plain 
briefs. The 
bottom line 
is to let your 
package hang 
as loose and 
as far away 
as possible 


The idea with underwear 
your thong 
habit, be smart 
about it. Alter
nate thongs 
with other 
underwear, 
and don ' t 
wear them to 
bed at night. 
Watch your 
daily activi
ties, and don't 
wear a thong 
if your normal 
below-the
belt hygiene 


is to promote the peace with
out interfering with normal 
functioning. The biggest 
antagonist of happy genital 
activity is bacteria, which 
thrive in places that are 
warm, dark, and wet. 


-- Anna Maxbauer 


from the rest 
of the body, so if boxer briefs let you do 
that, fine. 


We cannot forget the thong, which 
has become more and more popular 
among both girls and guys in recent years. 
Despite their reputation as one of the most 
impossibly uncomfortable articles of cloth
ing ever designed, many people consider 


has been compromised (Le., right after 
a bowel movement). There are so-called 
coochie-friendly thongs out there that 
claim to suppress bacteria, but empirical 
evidence of this has yet to be published. 
To stay safe, stick to breathable material 
(cottons, etc.) and wash and dry them 
thoroughly. 


So what about going commando? 
Health-wise, there's really nothing 
serious standing between you and not 
wearing any underwear, so if you're 
more comfortable like that, go for it. 
Ditching underwear while you sleep 
is a good idea for both guys and girls 
too, as it helps with ventilation. Ladies 
should remember that their underwear 
serves a mild utility by keeping local 
excretions under control, but if you're 
a woman who's gone commando during 
the day without problems, you're prob
ably okay. And obviously, men as well 
as women should pay attention to the 
environment in which they're roaming 
- pants seams and pubic hair mishaps 
can really ruin what would otherwise be 
a fun venture. 


Most of the other underwear basics 
are common knowledge. Change every
thing daily and wash and dry your under
wear in warm water/hot air to prevent 
bacteria proliferation. When working 
out, adhere to a cotton-only policy and 
change into clean stuff whenever you 
feel yourself sweating a lot. Tight 
pants, while useful in boosting your 
sex appeal, may not be good for your 
body, especially if they're made out of 
polyester. Though you may not notice a 
real difference in your sexual function
ing, adjusting your underwear policy 
will definitely help your special parts 
work better. 


Tenure/ the process professors go through to stay 
continued from page 1 


come and give lectures ... all of 
these job candIdates are in the 
tenure-track posi tions." 


and creative work, and service 
to the college and community. 
Based upon the evaluations, 
the professor may be asked to 
leave or continue in the process 
of receiving tenure. Another 
evaluation is done at the end 
of the fourth and fifth year. and 


tenure is approved the fall of 
the sixth year. If the professor 
is not approved, he must leave 
the college. 


years of salary, which is a lot 
of money. So we are really 
takmg a beL .. based upon 
somebody's five year record, 
we have to think if they are 
going to continue to be the 
kind of person we want at 
Kalamazoo College." 


-


years of teaching. "A lot of 
students participate in the 
hIring process," Dr. Malher 
said. "Over the course of the 
winter quarter, job candidates 


After theIr second year 
of teaching, the FPC reviews 
the professors. Three general 
criteria are considered: teach
ing and advising, scholarship 


Dr. Malher said. "We talk 
about this as being a multi-mil
lion dollar decision because we 
are guaranteeing somebody 30 
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Music labels quietly use file-sharing data to boost sales 
Dawn C, Chmielewski 
Knight Ridder Newspapers 


It was one of those sungJasses
required summer days in Los Angeles 
when Eric Garland, a leading expert 
on music downloading, arrived for his 
meeting with a senior media company 
executive. Rather than talking in the 
company's air-conditioned offices, the 
executive led Garland and his par1ner 
through a fetid back alley to a secluded 
courtyard 


Only then did the executive ask 
his question: Which songs, exactly, are 
the millions ofNapster users illegally 
downloading? ''1 just thought, this is 
crazy," recalled Garland, wh~ had to 
proj'l his laptop on a Dumpster to give 
his presentation. 


The reason for the cloak-and
dagger theatrics, which continue 
even today: While the music industry 
publicly flays Kazaa and other file
swapping services for aiding piracy, 
those same services provide an excel
lent view of what's really popular with 
fans. 


Record-label executives dis
creetly use Garland's research firm, 
BigChampagne, and other services 
to track which songs are traded online 
and belp pick which new singles to 
release. They increasingly use such 
file-sharing data to convince radio 
stations and MTV to give new songs 
a spin or boost airplay for those that 
are popular with downloaders. 


Some labels even monitor what 
people do with their music after they 
download it to better structure deals 
. with licensed downloading services. 
The ultiIruiie goal is what it always 
has been in the record business: Sell 
more music. 


"1 know of a case where an artist 
had obviously gone with the wrong 
single, and everyone loved this other 
song they had on their record," said 
Guy Oseary, Madonna's business 
par1ner and head of her label, Mav
erick Records. "In the world of what 
we do, it's always good to have real 
information from real fans." 


Maverick used BigCharnpagne's 
100-city breakdown of popularly 
downloaded songs to convince 
radio stations to start playing a new 
band, Story of the Year, during prime 
daytime listening hours instead of at 


night 
The online data revealed that 


despite Story of the Year's lunar rota
tion, its single ''Until the Day I Die" 
ranked among the top 20 most popu
lar downloads, alongside tracks from 
Blink-l82, Audioslave and Hoobas
tank that received significantly more 
airplay. And when the band performed 
in a city, "we didn't necessarily see the 
phones blowing up at radio, but we 
saw download requests for the song 
skyrocket as they went through," said 
Jeremy Welt, Maverick's head of new 
media. 


Armed with this data, Maverick 
fought for more airtimeatradio, which 
translated into more CD sales. Story 
of the Year's album, "Page Avenue," 
just went gold, selling more than half 
a million copies. 


"1 definitely don't like to spin 
it that piracy is OK because we get 
to look at the data. It's too bad that 
people are stealing so much music," 
said Welt ''That said, we would be 
very foolish if we didn't look and pay 
attention to what's going on." 


It's not an isolated example. 
Garland said Warner Bros. fol


lowed a similar promotional strategy 
with "Headstrong," the new single 
from the Los Gatos rock band Trapt 
Indeed, nearly all the labels work 
with BigChampagne on a project or 
subscription basis, he said 


Some promoters at the major 
labels have gone a step further, using 
advertising agencies or other inter
mediaries to place ads on popular 
file-swapping networks to promote 
new acts. 


Before the music industry 
effectively shut down AudioGalaxy 
in 2002; the labels would pay the file
swapping service to sponsor search 
tenns to direct fans looking to down
load songs from, say, Radiohead, to an 
emerging band with a similaI style. 


''We'd promote it to you right 
there," said AudioGalaxy founder 
Michael Merhej, whose account 
was confirmed by two independent 
sources. "The link: took you to a 
third-party Web site done by the 
label, but you couldn't tell it was 
done by the label. ... This went on for 
a long time." 


None of the major labels has 
been as bold as Artemis Records, a 


New York-based independent label 
with such mainstream acts as Lisa 
Loeb, Rickie Lee Jones and Steve 
Earle. Last month, it began distrib
uting paid versions of these artists' 
songs on Kazaa and other file-swap
ping networks. Using technology 
developed by Kazaa's business 
partner, Altnet, the first listen is free. 
After that, downloaders must pay 99 
cents to buy the song, as they would 
on licensed services such as Apple's 
i1\mes Music Store. 


Cohen, a senior vice president at EMI. 
''1 don't think you're going to see this 
great undiscovered artist discovered 
on peer-to-peer. The ones getting 
the biggest numbers are getting the 
biggest play." 


Nevertheless, EMI pays 
researcher NPD MusicWatch Digital 
to wa~ch everything NPD's panel 
of 40,000 computer users do with 
the songs they download from file
swapping networks or purchase or 
transfer from COs. EMI plans to use 
the information to shape artist promo
tions and craft terms for future digital 


"My feeling is there's a pro
motional value to exposure," said 
Artemis Records Chairman 
Danny Goldberg, an influ
ential industry player who 
previously headed Mercury 
Records, now part of giant 
Universal Music. "Give 
something away for free, and 
hope they fall in love." 


While the smaller labels 
are willing to discuss the value 
of file-swapping information 
in promoting their artists, the 
legal crusade by the industry's 
giants to shut down Kazaa 
and two other file-swapping 
services, Morpheus and 
Grokster, makes it difficult 
for them to admit that they, 
too, want to know what's 
being downloaded 


Crossword 
ACROSS 


1 Most desirable 
5 Handle clumsily 
8 Soprano Maria 


14 Beehive State 
15 Chapel vow 
16 Save your _t 
17 'Mean Streets' 


director 
19 Make beloved 
20 Horse morsel 
21 Camp·stove fuel 
22 Hard·bop iazz 


drummer 
27 Buttons of films 
28 'Road to .. 
29 17th-century 


French dances 
33 Office breathers 
37 Washington 


portraitist 
38 Chicago singer 


Peter 
42 Performs spin· 


doctoring 
46 Thomas Arne 


distnbution deals. 
Wayne Rosso, chief executive of 


Optisoft, said file-swapping services 
like OptiSoft's Blubster and Piolet 
have helped the record companies, 
not hurt them. 


''1t's a great marketing vehicle," 
Rosso said "In fact, they should be 
paying us." 


(c) 2004, San Jose Mercury 
NewS (San Jose, Calif.). 


Distributed by Knight 
RidderlTribune In.formation Ser
vices. 


Indeed, all but one of 
the Big Five labels refused 
to discuss how they use data 
from the file-swapping ser
vices, which are also known 
as peer-to-peer services 
because the files are techni
cally exchanged between 
individual computer users. 


song, "Rule 
49 Have dinner 
50 Operate 
51 Ben Franklin's 


e 2004T"'une Medii Servlcn, Inc. 
All right. r ... rved. 


04/18/04 


Aspokesman for Warner 
said he' d been advised against 
granting an interview, for fear 
of undermining the company's 
legal arguments that such 
services have no significant 
legitimate uses. 


The one executive who 
spoke on the record said the 
download data provides a 
glaring look at the obvious. 


"Kids in the neighbor
hood, they get the track they 
want because they heard 
the track on the radio or at 
a friend's house," said Ted 


sayings 
55 'The Spectator' 


co·founder 
59 Brooch 
60 Streaked, like 


blue cheese 
61 Unique person 
66 On cloud nine 
67 Harem room 
68 Malter of regret 
69 Ecclesiastical 


councils 
70 Lah-di·_ 
71 Certain feds 


DOWN 
1 Public vehicle 
2 & more 
3 _ Paulo 
4 Pulsate 
5 Michelangelo 


masterpiece 
6 Want_ 
7 Sadness 
8 Person with a 


handle? 
9 River of Pisa 


10 Hurdle 
11 'Ecstasy" star 


12 Made amends 
13 Fragments 
18 Actor Mineo 
21 Old·time 


journalist Ernie 


Solutions 


22 Curving courses ... ~tlI~.iI 
23 Free·for·all II -:7a ....... B8:':-j 
24 Bean curd 
25 CIA adversary, 


once 
26 Serving of corn 


30 Intertwine ~MI~~illft~liam~ 31 Eisenhower and 
Turner 


32 Regarding 
34 Rapid 
35 Writer Bombeck 
36 Famed BrillSh 


school 
39 Nights before 
40 Paper quantity 
41 _ and crafts 
43 Son of Judah 
44 Service bonus 
45 Doubter's 


exclamation 
46 Atlanta team 
47 Impolitely 


48 Bombay man 
52 Ms. Winfrey 
53 Narrow inlet 
54 Not the right 


thing to say 
56 Keen on 
57 Future plant 


58 _ and ends 
61 Fishing pole 
62 Clare of "Bleak 


House' 
63 Energy 
64 Resident's suffix 
65 Equivalent wd. 
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Spring sports teams begin seasons with a blast 
Colin Baumgartner 


did notch a couple of singles-match victories, but 
the Hornets struggled little in claiming the title. 


The team has just two more conference 
matches remaining before the MIAA Tourna
ment at Albion April 23-24. 


Softball 
In the midst of a nine-game losing streak, 


the softball team is still hoping to pick up their 
first conference victory. The team has won just 
one of its past 15 games, but with four MIAA 
contests coming up in the next week -and-a-haIf, 
there is still room for the Hornets to make some 
noise. 


Index Staff 
Tennis teams off to fast start 
The men's tennis team followed up their 


9-0 victory at Calvin last week with a shutout of 
Adrian at home on Tuesday. The wins placed the 
Hornets atop the MIAAstandings with a perfect 
record in conference play. 


The Hornets are now 11-7 overall with the 
bulk of the MIAA schedule coming in the next 
two weeks, including an important match at 
Hope and the MIAA Toumament April 23-24 
here in Kalamazoo. 


Baseball team looks to turn it around 
After splitting a doubleheader with Calvin 


to open up MIAA play two weeks ago, the base
ball team has fallen on hard times. )hey will 
try to snap an eight-game losing streak with a 
victory in this weekend's three games at home 
against Hope. The first game of the weekend set 
is Friday afternoon, followed by a doubleheader 


Women's team rebounds 


Sandwiched between the conference 
matches was a strong showing at the GLCA 
Tournament held at Oberlin over the weekend. 
The Hornets easily defeated Ohio Wesleyan 
and Wooster, setting up the Saturday final with 
DePauw. Unlike the other opponents, DePauw 


The women's team responded well to 
their tough 5-4 conference loss against Calvin 
two weeks ago, winning the past three MIAA 
matches handily. The most recent victory, an 
8-1 trouncing of Hope, put the Hornets over the 
.500-mark at 10-9 and inched them closer to the 
top spot in the conference with a 4-1 record. 


on Saturday. . 
The Hornets are 1-7 in conference play and 


2-18 overall. Albion currently sits atop the stand
ings with as-I MIAA record. 


Their most recent outing, the second game 
of a doubleheader at Tri-State on Monday was 
a tough one to take. The Hornets opened up a 
3-0 lead in the first inning but committed five 
errors behind pitcher Amelia Barker-King and 
generated little offense past the opening inning 
to fall by a final of 6-3. 


"Me and Mr. Johnson": a review 
Tyler Pray 
Index Staff 


When I first listened to it, I started out trying to take notes. 
But it was hopeless. First my toe tapped, then my foot followed, 
then my whole leg. Next, my heart started shaking. I threw down 
the pen and jumped up, put the music up loud, and reached for 
my '76 Les Paul. Clapton and I traded off solos, and all the while 
I could feel Johnson laughing at us both. I know he was at least 
smiling. I jammed with that album until it finished. It gave me 
thrills. I could feel the pit of my stomach tightening, as I got 
excited about each new track. When I put my guitar down and 
turned the album off, I couldn't concentrate on much for a few 
hours. It's that good. 


Anyone who had Zaide Pixley's class, Visions of America by 
Ear, loves the blues, or plays the guitar, must listen to Clapton's 
latest release, "Me and Mr. Johnson." If you cannot relate to any 
of these, then get your hands on it just to learn about blues- the 
root of most of the music in your stereo. Robert Johnson is rec
ognized as the father of the Delta Blues, the inventor of the blues 
and everything blossoming from it He founded American popular 
music. His music influenced everyone from Elvis Presley to Kurt 
Cobain. Eric Clapton, albeit a white British guy, is the best artist 
to put together a tribute to Johnson. 


This music is authentic. Most of the songs begin with John
son's twiddling solo guitar intro before breaking open. Clapton 
stays true to Johnson in "Hell Hound on my Trail" by abandoning 
the beat and chopping his way through the song in a fragmented 


manner just like Johnson did in each ofhis songs. 
Although Clapton adopts Robert Johnson's sloppy style, 


he also incorporates his own flare. His electric, crunchy tones, 
while well beyond Johnson's 1930s capabilities, are a welcome 
touch to turn classic blues into classic Clapton. Of course, many 
of the songs are a bit revamped and are far removed from the 
way Johnson sounded when he played theID. Clapton makes full 
use of the most recent recording technologies, and dusts a few 
of the songs with his pertinent desire to get his music dirty with 
sultry, naughty distortion. Let us just be thankful Clapton didn't 
desecrate any of Johnson '5 material with sound effects. He stays 
true to guitars, harmonicas, and keyboards, even though they are 
run through high-poWered amps. 


The exposed evolution is another aspect of the album that 
makes up for the occasional departure from straight acoustic guitar, 
like Johnson's original recordings. The music is a demonstration 
of how Johnson influenced Clapton. The album is very obvi
ously based on Johnson's music, but Clapton can't help slipping 


Johnson's most influential (his music was unpopular, outcast, 
and profane) songs, including "Love in Vain" and "Hell Hound 
on my Trail." You may recognize "They're Red Hot" as the last 
track on the Red Hot Chili Pepper's "Blood Sugar Sex Magik.." 
Don't worry, "Crossroads Blues" isn'l on the a1bum-Clapton has 
already made two versions. The only track on the album previ
ously recorded by Clapton is ''If! Had Possession Over Judgment 
Day," and this time il is much faster and much more raw. 


It seems almost uncanny Clapton is still releasing albums, 
evidence that he is one of the most prolific musicians of this cen
tury. Although he is not giving us any new tunes of his own, he 
is giving us more. He is giving us his guts. On the sleeve of the 
album, Clapton writes, "Now, after all of these years, [Johnson's 1 
music is like my oldest friend, always in the back of my head, and 
on the horizon. It is the finest music I have ever heard. I have 
always truSted its purity, and I always will ... in the end, it spoiled 
me for everything else ... " 


Me, too, Clapton. '" '" '" '" '" (five stars) 
inelementsofhisownvocalandguitar r--------------------------.... 
playing style. Clapton reveals where 
he got some of his licks and how 
Johnson's tunes colonized so many of 
Clapton's influential recordings. Since 
Claplon is such a long-standing blues 
icon that influenced modem blues and 
rock, we are hearing the evolution from 
Johnson to now. 


The album includes some of 


House for Rent 
219 Ingleside, Kalamazoo 


5 bedrooms, living r<:lom, formal dining room, sunroom, 
kitchen with nook 


(tables + chairs), computer room, full basement, 
washer & dryer, refrigerator & stove 


More info contact Judy at 269-651-4775 


New 6 Bedroom 4 Bathroom Townhouse for Rent: HOUSE FOR RENT AT 426 ELDRED STREET. 
Located Directly across the street from the Firehouse Bar. 


lNew fridge, New stove, New dishwasher, New washer and dryer. 
New wall to wall carpeting and Central Air. 


Rental Rate is $2,220 per month. That is $370 per month each. 
Avail now, or in Aug 2004 thru July 2005. 


For more info contact Mike K. at 269-349-9499, or email 
KlEWIETGROUPlNC@AOL.COM 


6 Bedroom, 2 full bathroom, hardwood floors, paved parking. 
Located 50 steps from K-College Hicks Center. 


Across street from Jimmy Johns sub shop. 
Rental Rate is $1,800 per month, thats only $300 each per 
month. Full year lease available starting Aug. 2004-2005. 


for more info contact Mike K. at 349-9499 or email 
KlEWIETGROUPlNC@AOL.COM 












INSIDE 
II CCABREPORTS 


From the town hall 
meeting last quarter, 
CCAB has revised 
the minutes from that 
meeting, including 
issues and solutions. 


.. QUITYOUR 
iii WHINING 


The U.S. PATRIOT 
Act has many in a 
tizzy over the release 
of their personal infor
mation. In an opin
ion, Nicholas Culp 
explains how it's not as 
bad as people think. 


R TIME FOR THE 
III MIDDLE EAST? 


There's Asian Studies, 
African Studies but 
what about the Middle 
East? At a time of 
intense change, Joe 
Mansour argues there 
ought to be Middle 
Eastern studies offered 
at 'K.: 


R WEARE THE 
III CHAMPIONS 


After a rough season, 
the Kalamazoo College 
Hockey Team takes a 
win over Muskegon 
Community College. 


Health center inacessible to students? 
Karen Michael 


STAFF WRITER 


Ramsey P. Sprattmoran left 
her journalism class one Friday 
after her teacher saw she was 
sick. Sprattmoran was allowed 
to leave so she could see a doctor 
at the Kalamazoo College Health 
Center, but sadly, this was not 
possible. Sprattmoran arrived 
at the Health Center and the 
receptionist informed her that 
all their appointments were full, 
and that she should come back 
another day. 


not ever going to bother 
with it again." Accord
ing to Sprattmoran, she 
decided she would find 
a ride to the hospital the 
next time she was sick. 


One of the goals 
on the "K" College 
Health Center website 
is "effective medical 
services in a consid
erate and confidential 
manner." If the "K" 
College Health Center 
is supposed to give effi
cient medical attention 
to all students and be 
an important student 
resource, then why do 
students know so little 
about it and have a dif
ficult time receiving ser
vices? 


According to a study, 
most small liberal arts 
colleges in Michigan 
have health centers that 
average 33 hours a 
week, also excluding 
weekends, but not eve
nings. So why is it that 
"K"'s Health Center is 
open eight hours less? 


"I wish we had 
more [hours], and very 
honestly I wish we 
could extend into some 
evenings," said Lori 
Long-Hopkins, the 
Director of Health Ser-
vIces. 


Sprattmoran argued this was 
the only time she had in her 
schedule to go there, but the 
receptionist was insistent she 
could not be seen. Sprattmoran 
looked around the room and 
realized it was empty, but she 
remained silent and left in frus
tration. "There wasn't anyone 
in the waiting room, so why 
couldn't anyone see me?" she 
said. 


The "K" College __ Graphic by Burt DeWilde 


Long-Hopkins also 
works at the center as 
a Physicians Assistant, 
a person licensed to 
practice medicine under 
supervision . She has 
been working at the "K" 
College Health Center 
for a little more than 
five years. The super
visor for Kalamazoo 
Health Center is Dr. 


Health Center is located 


Sprattmoran, 18, a first-year 
student from Lake Leelanau had 
this to say about her experience 
with the Health Center: "I'm 


in Harmon Residence Always closed? The Kalamazoo College Health 
Hall and is open 25 Center is open 25 hours per week, while the average 
hours a week. These college health center in Michigan is open 33 hours per 
hours do not include week. Students are often unable to receive attention 
weekends or evenings, for several days after the onset of an ailment. 


and the Health Center 
is closed during the summer. See Health, p. 6 


Teach for America increases visibility for recruitment on campus 
Laurel Stiedemann 


STAFF WRITER 


Teach for America representatives, Chris 
Elliot and Claire Tobin, work to recruit more 
members through increased activities. 


"Teach for America's mission is to build a 
movement to eliminate educational inequity in 
this country," said Elliott, campaign coordinator, 
in a prepared statement. 


The coordinators have held numerous infor
mation sessions, hosted Teach for America 
alumni, and posted fliers alerting students to this 
opportunity. 


Currently, seven Kalamazoo College students 
'Ire participating in this program and at least 12 
are actively pursuing it. 


Teach for America is a national corp of 
recent college graduates from many majors 
who spend two years in either a rural or urban 
school. Participants "become lifelong leaders 
in the effort to ensure tltat all children in this 
country have an equal opportunity to an adequate 
education," said Elliot in a written statement. 
Teach for America is the only program that 
places students in American schools that does 
not require participants to have an official 
background in teaching. 


"We're looking for those students that 
want to have an immediate impact after college 
and furthermore tltroughout their entire lives," 
said Elliott in a written statement. "Those 
who possess the capacity for leadership that 
distinguishes the most successful teachers in 
low-income communities, who can point to 


significant past achievements, and who demonstrate 
a sense of personal responsibility, strong critical 
thinking skills, the ability to influence and motivate 
others, and strong organizational ability." 


Many benefits are offered to participants. 
"Participants in the program receive the same base 
salary and benefits as other starting teachers - a 
salary determined and paid for by the individual 
school districts. Teachers can also defer qualifying 
student loans for the two-year period, and Teach for 
America pays for interest on Federal loans during 
tltat period." In addition, many graduate schools 
defer loans for Teach for America participants. 


Primarily funded by personal contributions, 
Teach for America is a non-profit national organiza-


See Teach, p. 7 







NEWS 
PHOTO OPINION POLL 


What is your opinion of 
the health center? 


"From what I hear it is pretty unaccept
able, especially when everyone is very 
sick. I think they should have more 
than one doctor for 1300 kids." 
-- Kyle Hartwell, K'07 


"Both the nurses who work there are 
very friendly, very student-orientated." 
-- Sarah Seehaver, K'06 


"It is good to have this institution 
on campus and the people who work 
there are very nice. The ideas they 
promote, especially concerning sexual 
behavior are not neutral at all. The job 
of the health center is not to promote a 
philosophy. The service in itself, if you 
do not look at the ideals they promote, 
is quality." 
-- Carolyn Growsholz. 
International Student 


"I think they're inept. Their advice is 
stuff you can figure out yourself- it is 
common sense." 
-- Christina Dennaoui. K'06 


"It sucks. I have a lot of questions, like 
'what is it for?''' 
-- Justin Fenwick. K'07 


- compiled by Kate Boehm 


The Index 


CCAB reports townhall meeting 
Eli Savit 


NEWS EDITOR 


The Campus Climate Action 
Board is a group devoted to bring
ing to a fore student concerns about 
"K" College community and work
ing to address these issues in real, 
substantive ways. At the end of 
first quarter, the CCAB hosted an 
open forum so as to set a coherent 
student agenda for action. Since 
that time, members of the CCAB 
have been collecting additional 
information from students, faculty, 
and staff in hopes of perfecting 
this agenda. What follows is a 
partial list of student concerns and 
possible solutions. The CCAB is 
publishing this Jist so students who 
may not have had a chance to give 
input can have their voice heard. 
The CCAB and the Index editorial 
board encourage vigorous debate 
on these and any other issues of 
concern to students. Students who 
wish to contribute to the agenda 
can post their ideas online at http:// 
www.kzoo.edu/discus in the CCAB 
message board. The Index also 
encourages anyone with something 
to say regarding these or other 
issues to speak out and write an 
opinion to the editor. The CCAB 
will host forums to cement a spe· 
cific plan of action for the following 
issues in the coming weeks: 


ADMINISTRATION 
JURISDICTION 


Issue: Many students feel that 
the administration's claim to juris
diction students living off campus 
is an overreach of the College's 
authority. There seems to be a 
general feeling of confusion regard
ing the exact tenets of the College's 


disciplinary policies, especially the 
alcohol policy. Many of the rules 
cited by the administration seem to 
stem from ambiguous wording in 
disconnected documents. Further
more, several students mentioned 
that they feel they are being "treated 
like children" by the administra
tion. 


Possible Solutions: Increased 
dialogue with administration, par
ticularly Vaughn Maatrnan, to clear 
up a fear of the administration and 
gray areas between college and 
police jurisdiction. Furthermore, it 
was suggested that the disciplinary 
and alcohol policy be published 
in FAQ format online and that the 
language used be clear and unam
biguous so that neither students nor 
the administration can manipulate 
it in the future. 


ATHLETICS 
Issue: Athletic competitions 


are not drawing students in the 
numbers that they should--they are 
not serving as a way to unite the 
campus community. 


Possible Solutions: LAC status 
for select athletic events. 


FACULTY TURNOVER 
Issue: Between 10 percent and 


15 percent of faculty leave the 
school per year; making lasting 
student relationships with profes
sors far more difficult. 


Possible Solutions: Before any 
substantive action is taken, students 
need to know the issues behind 
faculty turnover rates (tenure, 
requirements, social/campus cli
mate, administration, geographic 
location, salary, benefits, etc). 
However, the point was raised that 
ifmoney is an issue, perhaps some 
of the cash raised during the current 


fund drive can be used to augment 
faculty salaries or benefits. 


FUNDING FOR STUDENT 
GROUPS-


Issue: Mock Trial, sailing club, 
the club hockey team and other 
student groups are having intense 
difficulties trying to get funding 
because they are a competitive and 
cannot be funded by the Student 
Commission. 


Possible Solutions: Student 
Commission has since taken up 
this issue and will try to work out 
a way for these groups to receive 
funding 


KEY CARD POLICY 
Issue: Currently, the key cards 


of those who live off-campus 
cannot open dorms on campus. 
Some feel that this contributes 
to an inhospitable social climate 
and feeling of distrust in the "K" 
community. 


Possible Solutions: Lobbying 
for senior access to dorms. 


SOCIAL GATHERING 
SPACES 


Issues: I. Social gathering 
spaces need help/work/revision, 
particularly with the basement of 
Hicks being used as a temporary 
library during the next two years. 


Possible solutions: The CCAB 
has already been given a $5000 
grant to rework the first floor of 
Hicks into a tenable student gather
ing space. In terms of long-term 
solutions, Hicks should be next on 
the list of remodeling projects and 
a real student gathering spot should 
be included in the plans. 


STUDENT INVOLVE-
MENT ON CAMPUS 


See CCAB, p.3 


CRIME.BEAT 0 


Students committed no campus crimes this week and no especially VIctimized students were reported. 


A larceny, which was dismissed as unfounded, was reported this past week. 


Two men were reported to be panhandling on Academy Street. Security staff reminds students that this 
is a common activity especially during the springtime. 


-- Compiled by Bridget Scallen 
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The Files 
Written by 


Anna Maxbauer 


~liiV 


The perks of self-love: health benefits of masturbation 
Former Surgeon General Joc


elyn Elders was onto something 
when she suggested that children 
should be taught to masturbate. 
Self-love is more or less the royal 
road to sexual self-discovery and is 
loved by billions of people across 
the world - in the U.S., for exam
ple, surveys put the number of 
committed masturbators anywhere 
from 80 to 98 percent of men and 
40 to 70 percent of women. 


Though you may think this 
article is preaching to the choir, 
there are a lot of people out there 
who don't dig operating on autopi
lot. If you're opposed to it that's 
cool, but there are loads of people 
out there on the fence about mas
turbation. 


Women in general pick up on 
menage a moi substantially later 
than men, and most don't perfect 
their technique until college or 
even later. 


If you're worried about pre-


mature ejaculation, masturbating 
is a good way to find out how to 
slow down when it counts. In fact, 
many sex therapists recommend 


bad when it interferes with one's 
routine - i.e., when you miss class 
regularly to do it, then it's a prob
lem. If you masturbate several 


your body's supply of protein. 
For some people, self-love 


serves an important utility. Some 
guys masturbate to avoid wet 


dreams, while others get 
it on with themselves to 
relieve tension or jump-


masturbation as a way 
to gain more ejaculatory 
control (p.s. - kegel exer
cises help too). Mas
turbation can also allevi
ate menstrual cramps 
through the intense uter
ine contractions that 
accompany a woman's 
orgasm (just be prepared 
for a brief spike in flow 
intensity). 


There's also no solid 
evidence that mastur
bation is bad for you. 
Touching yourself won't 
hurt your eyesight, cause 
acne, change the size 


Self-love is more or less the 
royal road to sexual self-dis
covery and is loved by billions 
of people across the world - in 
the U.S., for example, surveys 
put the number of committed 
masturbators anywhere from 
80 to 98 percent of men and 40 
to 70 percent of women. 


-- Anna Maxbauer 


start their day. 
The pre-orgasm 


release of the hormone 
oxytocin also triggers 
feel-good endorphins in 
the body and helps to 
explain the euphoria that 
comes after you get off. 
Regular sexual activity 
also boosts one's supply 
of testosterone and estro
gen, both of which influ
ence sex drive and desire 
for intimacy. 


Many couples have 


of your sex organs (for better or 
worse), or lead to unsightly, random 
hair growth. Experts typically 
agree that masturbation only gets 


times a day, however, you are more 
likely to get dehydrated and, if 
you're male, large amounts of 
masturbation will probably tax 


also given a thumbs up 
to mutual masturbation, which 
is another easy way to have your 
cake and eat it too. Mutual mas-


turbation usually includes any 
contact short of oral sex or inter
course (fingering, stroking, etc.) 
and is an extremely· effective 
foreplay strategy. The risk of 
pregnancy and STD transmission 
is also non-existent provided 
there's no below-the-belt fluid 
swapping. 


Masturbation gets you in 
touch with your body and will 
help you be more forward when 
showing a partner what makes 
you feel good. 


Knowing what you like will 
also keep you less dependent 
on others for sexual release and 
help you maintain an independent 
sexual identity by allowing you 
to better control how and when 
you feel pleasure. 


Jfyou're not crazy at the idea 
of romancing thyself, you're not 
alone, but give it a try and see 
where the spirit takes you. Just 
don't forget the Kleenex. 


.CCABlfuture plans of the Campus Climate Action Board 
continued from page 2 


Issues: Problems getting students 
involved in organizations - the organiza
tions are not communicating well with 
the student body/not following up, com
munication of where and when meetings 
take place. Additionally, students are 
often unaware of what is happening on 
campus. 


Possible Solutions: A calendar of 
events on the front page of the kzoo.edu 
website; a Campus Buzz type pub
lication printed weekly in dorms; a 
KTV/scrolling schedule over the Union 
Desk. 


OTHER ISSUES RAISED 
There is a general feeling that the 


career development portion of the "K"
plan is oversold. Some feel that internship 
availability is poor and that there are no real 
bonds between alumni and underclassmen. 


Students also were concerned about a 
lack of diversity on campus and raised the 
hope that the College can expand its appeal 
to urban centers in Michigan. 


Some students have mentioned a desire 
to undertake a mural project--possibly 
in partnership with elementary and high 
school students--for the wall along Lovell 
Street. 


The CCAB has succeeded in receiving 
a SWOT grant of $4.000. The grant is to be 
used towards the improvement of the Hicks 
lobby in order to make a more student
friendly space during library renovations. 


First year students who made the decision 
to be pro-active community members and 
bring about the change that they want to see 
wrote this grant. 


Other CCAB achievements include a 
forum with LIsa PaJchick about Library 
renovation process to inform students about 
the expansion, the goals, the intermediate 
period and the changes that will be occurring 
over then next year and a half, as well as 
the creation of a discus link so any student 
with a concem can voice it and CCAB can 
respond to it at the next meeting. The CCAB 
is putting together a Chapel to celebrate the 
"K" community with contributions from a 
variety of sources in the "K" community. 
The Chapel is designed to address concerns 
of apathy and exclusion with a collaborative 


project - the collection of audience's 
hopes. concerns and joys about com
munity or community needs that CCAB 
might address in an art form. Plans for a 
second forum as a means of identifying 
other short-term goals and creating 
subcommittees to work on problems of 
their interest is also 111 the works along 
with plans for creation of a campus
wide Relay for Life team. The creation 
of the campus wide Relay for Life team 
is going to be done in order to begin 
a new campus tradition on the quad 
in spring quarter. Plans for a further 
integration of study-abroad into "K" 
college academics so the experience 
does not feel so isolated are also in 
process. 
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The U.S. PATRIOT Act: it isn't that bad . 
. intelligence activities," has been one of the needed to obtain a warrant and prove probable prior to September II, 2(01). ~r his arrest, 


Nicholas Culp provisions that has fallen under the most public cause that a crime had been committed before federal agents sou~ht to obtam a warrant to 
STAFF WRITER scrutiny. Other community outcry has arisen it could view most private records (e.g. library search Moussaow s laptop, but were ~erued 


The intensity of the 2004 election year is 
already mobilizing strong support on all fronts 
of the political spectrum, and responsible, legal 
American voters should be readily preparing 
themselves to sift through the murky political 
diatribe that can be expected over the next nine 
months. Many important issues, such as federal 
spending and fiscal management, the ongoing 
conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq, Medicare, 
Social Security, and global terrorism will need 
to be addressed by our elected leaders in an 
appropriate fashion. 


With the all-out political fear-mongering 
and demagoguery just beginning to ensue, 
it should be advised that Americans take a 
moment's pause as to not get caught up in the 
many wild accusations being thrown about 
haphazardly by those who are operating on their 
own political agendas. In particular, I speak 
to those many misguided and misinformed 
citizens who have nearly hyperventilated to 
death over the vastly politicized US PATRIOT 
Act Although this IS one of many issues that 
seem to have been talked to death on numerous 
occasions over the past two years, with the up
and-coming presidential election, I thought that 
it would be worth reconsidering. 


The American Civil Liberties Union has 
described the Act as a potential threat to the 
"constitution rights and privacy rights" of all 
United States citizens ... a "fuct" which has been 
unquestionably accepted by many Americans 
as an absolute truth, rather than as what it real1y 
is, a biased opinion. Section 215 of the Act, 
which allows for the federal government to 
order any person or entity to tum over "tangible" 
docwnents that may assist in "[protecting] 
against international terrorism or clandestine 


due to concerns regarding the use of federal records, financial records, phone logs, etc). that warrant based on the Foreign Intelligence 
wiretaps (Sec. 203 (b) and Sec. 206) as well Since the Act's passage, however, (under S~. Surveillance Act, which w~s currently m 
as the guidelines set for counter-terrorism 215)the federal government needs onlyaJudge s effect at that time. Information later f~und 


on the computer's hard drive mcluded a flight
simulator, software describing the Bowing 747, 
and a wealth of information on crop dusting. 
Moussaoui is currently being charged by the US 
government for alleged connections to the 9-11 
attacks on the World Trade Center. 


- New York Daily NewslKRT 


President George W. Bush speaks about the PATRIOT Act Anti-Terrorism bill in the 
East Room of the White House before signng it. Behind Bush (left to right): Attorney 
General John Ashcroft, FBI Director Robert Mueller, Director of the Office of Homeland 
Security Tom Ridge and CIA Director George Tenet. 


intelligence searches (Sec. 213, Sec. 214, and 
Sec. 218). 


It is important to keep in mind though 
where our country was before September 11, 
and before the passage of the PATRIOT Act 
For instance, at that time the federal government 


warrant to view those records, which applies 
only in authorized investigations regarding 
international terrorism, and that alone. 


Take for instance the case of Zacarias 
Moussaoui, who was detained August 17, 
200 I on immigration charges (only one month 


THE INDEX 


While the PATRIOT Act has extended 
important and necessary powers to the US 
government to combat potential terrorist threats 
at home and abroad, most of the government's 
"new" powers to fight the war on terrorism 
(many of which it has been using for decades 
to combat organized crime, drug-trafficking, 
and child pornography) have been applied on 
a rather limited basis, if at all. It is difficult to 
understand then how some sections, such as the 
notorious Section 215 "library provision," can 
be considered abusive to our rights if they have 
never been used by the US Justice Department 
to begin with. Rather, it is reassuring to see 
such use of executive-restraint, and yet still have 
those powers available in our arsena1 should a 
situation arise again, like the case of Zacarias 
Moussaoui. 


According to information provided by the 
Justice Department, since the Act's enactment 
into law, the US government has rnade great 
strides in the domestic and global wars on 
terrorism. In little over two years, it is estitnated 
over half of aI Qaeda's senior leadership has 
been captured or killed. Over 100 terrorist 
threats and cells have been disrupted and broken 
up worldwide (including four cells existing 
in Buffalo, Detroit, Seattle and Portland). In 


See PATRIOT, p.? 
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February 19,2004 OPINIONS 
Doing the job right 


Joe Mansour 


OPINIONS EDITOR 


When the trustees of Kalamazoo College meet at the end 
of this quarter, at the top of their agenda will be planning for 
a replacement for the soon to depart President Jones. The 
incoming president will be tasked with setting new priorities for 
the College, and one that should be at the top ofhislher agenda is 
the establishment of a Middle Eastern studies department 


This academic year the College has offered only one class 
on the Middle East. The sole class offered is taught by Provost 
Mahler and is entitled ''Israeli Politics in the Middle East." As for 
study abroad, students can only go to the American University 
of Cairo in Egypt if they wish to study in the Mideast. For a 
school that is supposed to have the number one study abroad 
program in the country, one program for an entire region is 
not very extensive. 


The dearth of coverage of such an important region of the 
world is inexcusable. It is very likely that a student can go 
through four years of education at ''K.'' and learn next to nothing 
about the issues and affairs that underline this volatile but vital 
region of the world. 


The Mideast is known as the cradle of civilization. From 
religion to writing, language, astronomy, medicine or mathematics 
all areas of study have been dramatically influenced by events 
or figures from the Mideast. To ignore the history and culture 
of the area is to leave a gaping hole in a person's liberal arts 
education. 


authoritarian regimes and members of the blame-America-first 
crowd. 


The product of these programs can be witnessed in the 
recent apprehension for spying of Specialist Ryan G. Anderson 
of the Washington State National Guard. Anderson apparently 


young man was indoctrinated into becoming a traitor for his 
country through the classes that he took in school. 


The current state of Middle Eastern studies across the 
country is in shambles, and ''K.'' College is presented with a 
prime opportunity to establish a relevant program. If students 


here at ''K.'' are going to claim to 
be internationally educated they 
are going to need to understand 
the dynamics of the Middle 
East. Good classes that provide 
an understanding of current 
events grounded in the history 
and culture of the region is a 
must. These classes should equip 
students with the tools neces
sary to make sense of such an 
important area of the world and 
would go beyond discussing the 
latest suicide bombing in Israel or 
the most recent number of U.S. 
military fatalities in Iraq. 


Following the events of September 11, we cannot afford to 
ignore the current politics of the region. With the U.S. occupying 
Iraq and Afghanistan, (though the latter is properly located in 
Central Asia not the Middle East) the U.S. has far too much at 
stake for her educated citizens to be ignorant of the area. 


Let's do this right. The 
federal government has a direct 
stake in fixing the problem of 
Mideast studies at universities, 
and grant money from the gov
ernment or private benefactors to 
plant the seeds of a good Middle 
Eastern studies program should 
be fairly easy to uncover. A start 
in the right direction would be 
the hiring of professor with a 


Palestinian students make their way around campus at the West University of Bir specialty in the Middle East. 
Zeit. Many American students often go unaware of middle Eastern events. More study abroad sites in the The time is ripe for "K" College to invest in a serious 


Middle Eastern studies department In the book, Ivory Towers 
on Sand: The Failure of Middle Eastern Studies in America, the 
author, Martin Kramer takes a close eye to universities' Middle 
Eastern studies programs. According to Kramer these programs 
are frequently apologize and dissemble away Islamo-fascists, 


attempted to contact AI Qaeda and "offer his services." The young 
man, who had converted to Islam five years ago, had graduated 
from Washington State University, where he took several classes 
on the Middle East It wouldn't be very startling if the misguided 


region should be established and 
eventually Arabic language courses could be offered. If ''K.'' 
wants to claim that its students are truly receiving a liberal arts 
education then it has to make it a priority to develop a program 
in Middle Eastern studies. 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Dear Index, 


I want to lend my strong support to 
David Council's plea for institutional support 
of college competitive organizations. I have 
been particularly impressed with the new 
Mock Trial Organization. Patrick Castle and 
his associates have worked very hard to train 
a good tearn, and have spent far too much 
time trying to find funding for their trips 
to competitions. 


Such an organization fosters the reading 
and writing skills that are a core aspect 
of a liberal arts education. This activity 
also allows students to develop their oral 
presentation skills. The latter is a skill that 


the college' has given priority to but few K 
classes offer much training in. 


A large proportion of History, English 
and Politcal Science majors enroll in law 
school after graduation from K. Participa
tion in Mock Trial will give such students 
significant competitive advantages in their 
preparation for law. 


I can imagine few better uses of scarce 
institutional dollars than to support this 
worthy and dedicated organization. 


Sincerely, 
Prof. John Wickstrom 
Chair, Department of History 


INDEX READER RESPONSE 


Send us your opinion!! 
Mel Gibson's new film, The Passion of 
the Christ, supposedly raises lssues 


of anti-Semitism. 


DO YOU AGREE? 
Would you see the film, why or 


why not? 
Send you oplnlons to 


index@kzoo.edu 







F·EATURES The Index 


HealthlHealth center often unable to meet student schedules 
continued from page 1 


Steve Pollens, who currently 
works at Bronson Medical Hos
pital in Kalamazoo. 


Center would also be more male
friendly ifthey could hire a male 
P.A, but one cannot be found 
despite her efforts, said Long
Hopkins. 


cannot find time for an appoint
ment. 


Sprattmoran is not the only 
student who has voiced frustra
tions with the Health Center. 
Kate M. Boehm, 18, a first-year 
student from Phoenix, went to 
the Health Center after she 
was "puking all morning" from 
an attack of food poisoning. 
According to Boehm they could 
not see her or help her because 
all their appointment times were 
full, and they would not take her 


According to Long-Hopkins, 
the Health Center does not have 
the staff to fill those eight extra 
hours. In fact, according to 
Long-Hopkins, they recently lost 
a Physician's Assistant and she 
is having a difficult time find
ing a replacement for the hours 
they are open now. The Health 


"I'm hearing a lot of stu
dent's frustration that they can't 
get an appointment," Long-Hop
kins said. "People just need 
to be realistic." The problem 
is that with the hours of the 
Health Center ending early in 
the afternoon, most students 
must attend class until 4 pm and 


Crossword 
ACROSS 


1 Personnel 
5 School orgs. 
9 Film snippets 


14 Solo's princess 
15 Singer Guthrie 
16 Lothario's cousin 
17 Carter's middle 


name 
18 Tykes 
19 Colorado resort 
20 Breakfast 


offering 
23 Caesar's eggs 
2400psl 
25 Affec1ionate 


cr~ic 
27 Religious bug? 
30 Black-and-white 


auks 
32 Elite invitees 
33 Content 
36 Author Fleming 
37 Temporary 


currency 
38 Sis counterpart 
39 Semi fuel 
42 Secretary of 


State Powell 
44 BLT part 
45"_ Company" 
46 Prime 
48 Bride's 


accessory 
49 Abdul Az,Z 


Saud 
50 Blue Grotto 


location 
56 "Jurassic Park" 


star Sam 
58 OlympIC runner 


Zatopek 
59 Requirement 
60 Banks or 


Kovacs 
61 Missile garage 
62 Copenhagen 


native 
63 Fine horse 
64 Musial or Getz 
65 Raw minerals 


DOWN 
1 Staff symbol 
2 Rump 
3 SI. Patrick's land 
4 Fruitcake 


mgredlent 
5 Feeling of pity 


6 Fidelity 
7 Sax for Bird 
8 Cub Sammy 
9 Lunar features 


10 Alamos or Gatos 
lead-in 


11 Out of the 
question 


12 Irritate 
13 Sub detector 
21 Voucher 
22 Bacon unit 
26 J.J. Pershing's 


troops 
27 House servant 
28 Jai 
29 Agent 86's 


partner 
30 Nmtendo's hero 
31 Pub. service 
33 Dundee man 
34 Buffalo's lake 
35 Adams and 


Cornelius 
37 Bumps off 
40 Instant lawn 
41 Sent a cyber-


message 


Solutions 
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42 Elegantly stylish 
43 Magic home? 
45 Cookware 


coating 
46 Dancer Gregory 
47 Critic Roger 
48 Behold! 


01 1 ~ V 3 
~ V V I 
1 d M3 


51 Fewer 
52 Give off 


3 1 
~ ::> 


53 Anjou or Bose 
54 Actress Russo 
55 Caesar's 


unlucky day 
57 Whopper 


as a walk-in appoint
ment. 


This is not the first 
time that Boehm has 
been unable to receive 
treatment. She fell 
twice last quarter and 
sprained both ankles, 
but since the Health 
Center was closed, she 
had to wait for two 
hours until Security 
could unlock the office 
and get her crutches. 
For emergencies such 
as Boehm's, the Health 
Center recommends 
seeing an off-campus 
doctor, which creates 
difficulties for those 
students without a form 
of transportation. 


Sam Sedaei, 21, a 
sophomore from Chi
cago, also found that 
it was hard for him to 
make an appointment. 
According to Sedaei, it 
took him five days to 
make an appointment. 
"I don't think they have 
convenient hours," said 
Sedaei . "If you have 
an emergency you can't 
count on them." 


According to Long
Hopkins, the Health 
Center does have trou
ble with off-campus 
references and emer
gency cases. Some
times, according to 
Long-Hopkins, she even 
"shuttles students to 
appointments or emer
gency centers" when 


students have no one else they 
can rely on for a ride. 


"If 1 were to give us a letter 
grade it would be a B," said 
Long-Hopkins. "We need to 
educate the faculty, students and 
staff about what the services, 
capacities of the health center, 
and really the limitations, are." 
According to Long-Hopkins, 
the Health Center is filling all 
appointments on a daily basis 
and steadily increasing the ser
vices within the limitations of 
its budget. 


Not all students are dis
satisfied with the services the 
Health Center provides. Kelley 
E. Young, 19, a first-year student 
from Stone Mountain, made an 
appointment for a hepatitis B 
shot without any scheduling 
problems. "They were really 
nice and helpful," said Young. 


Kristin M. McBarnes, 18, 
a first-year student from 
Kalamazoo, did not hav~ any 
problems finding time for an 
appointment that fit in her sched
ule. According to McBames, the 
Health Center was very accom
modating. "Everything was 
great," she said. 


Fiorella Pimentel, 19, a 
sophomore from Grand Rapids, 
made an appointment through 
email. Though it took her five 
days to get one, she was not 
upset. "It was a nice atmosphere, 
[there was] lots of information 
there, and the doctors and nurses 
were nice," said Pimentel. 


Greg B. Paddison, 19, 
Clarkston resident and sopho
more at "K" College, was seen 
when he complained of flu-like 
symptoms. According to Pad
dison, he was seen relatively 
quickly. "[It's] nothing spec
tacular, but [it's] what you could 
expect from a small college 
health center," said Paddison. 


Long-Hopkins suggests that 
if students have any comments, 
concerns or questions, they can 
always email her and discuss 
them. Long-Hopkins said she 
would like to add educational 
programs . One program she 
would like to implement is called 


the Pure Health Educators, a 
service available here a few 
years ago. The group focuses on 
educating peers on topics most 
important for student health, said 
Long-Hopkins. She would like 
to get that going again at "K" 
College, and would also like to 
create a Student Health Advisory 
Board. 


According to Long-Hopkins, 
the Student Health Advisory 
Board would meet every month 
and talk about what they could 
improve, what common student 
complaints are, and any other 
item of business that is important 
and relevant. But this project will 
most likely never leave the draw
ing board because it consumes 
massive amounts of time that 
students and staff just do not 
have. 


Long-Hopkins is also inter
ested in providing alternative 
medical treatments such as acu
puncture and a chiropractor. They 
currently provide herbal supple
ments. According to Long-Hop
kins, time, place, and contractual 
arrangements hinder those ser
vices from being provided. 


With an increase of student 
needs, a tight budget, and con
stricted hours, Long-Hopkins 
believes that the Health Center is 
working to its realistic potential. 
Students don't have the time to 
schedule an appointment, and 
the Health Center doesn't have 
the staff to extend their hours 
to be more accommodating to 
students. 


Yet at the same time, accord
ing to Long-Hopkins, the stu
dents aren't available to staff the 
boards Long-Hopkins wishes to 
create, and the Health Center 
is willing to put forth the time 
for their creation. So the prob
lem is far more complex than 
mere extension of hours and a 
map, and it will require time 
and patience to solve. How
ever, neither the students nor the 
Health Center have this time . 
Some sort of method will need 
to be constructed to improve the 
Health Center, or nothing will 
be solved. 
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After rough season, injuries, hockey teatn victorious 


David Nachtweih 


STAFF WRITER 


Despite injuries , bad calls and a 
three game weekend , the Kalamazoo 
Hockey Team left it all on the ice Sunday 
afternoon shutting out Muskegon Com
munity College. 


It was the last game of a season that 
had less wins than were hoped for. Yet 
it was also a game where Kalamazoo 
demonstrated the skill and team coopera
tion it had. And overall, it gave the team 
a solid win to go out on . 


''It felt good," team captain Eric 
Larson said. "We didn't have any shut
outs all season." 


During the season, Larson said that 
the team was plagued by short break
downs which resulted with an increase 
of penalties. During these times, he said, 
Kalamazoo often allowed more goals 
than they should. And once the team was 
down, Larson said, they would not be 
able to recover. 


This game however, Kalamazoo came 
out strong in the first period dominating 
the offensive zone . And after a goal 
by assistant captain Greg Paddison , 
Kalamazoo's momentum continued to 


build. 
The second period saw an increase 


of coincidental penalties, and both teams 
played short-handed for much of the 
period . Still, Kalamazoo continued to 
pressure Muskegon's defense forcing 
breakaways and two on ones, though the 
team didn't score. 


During the third period however, 
Kalamazoo was set back by a number of 
penalties, and was forced to play much of 
the period in it defensive zone. 


The last minutes of the game were 
particularly harrowing. After two con
secutive penalties, Kalamazoo was skat
ing at a 5-3 man disadvantage, and the 
play turned to Kalamazoo's defensive 
zone. 


With less than a minute to play, 
Muskegon pulled their goalie giving them 
six players. And the atmosphere in the 
ice rink was intense until tbe clock ran 
out. 


"Everyone just wanted to be on the 
ice," Paddison said. "We were all pumped 
with adrenaline." 


What kept Kalamazoo ahead, Larson 
said, was the fact that the team stuck 
together and played solid defense. He 
noted that some players were even diving 


Teach/Contact Teach for America for information 
continued from page 1 


tion. Once in the program, participants study for teacher certification or an education 
masters. 


Teach for America applications for this year were due Feb. 15. However, anyone 
interested in learning more about Teach for America may contact the campus coordinators 
Elliott (kOOceOl@kzoo.edu)andTobin(kOOctOl@kzoo.edu). Additional information can 
be found at www.teachforamerica.org. 


PATRIOT/Not that bad 


the field of gathering intelligence, our human sources 
throughout the world have doubled, as have the number of 
cotmter-terrorism investigations, which has led to over $133 
million in frozen terronst assets worldwide. 


W11ile there is no question that Americans should 
continue to keep a watchful eye on the govemment's use of 
the PATRIOT Act, as they should with any other Jaw, the 
level of politically 1/lstilled paranoia that many have reached 
IS both unhealthy and unnecessary. Contrary to what 
many of tbe President's political adversaries may have us 
believe. the greatest threat to our individual freedoms is 
not John Ashcroft and his Justice Department, but rather 
those indiVIduals who intend to cause significant harm 
to our country. 


in front of slap shots to keep Muskegon 
from scoring. And he also pointed out 
that goaltender Dave Shelley "played out 
of his mind." 


On a whole, both Larson and Pad
dison said that the season went well 


though the team didn't win as many games 
as they had hoped too. Paddison noted, 
however, that this was the first year the 
team was coached. And he said that over 
the next two years "we'll keep building, 
and we ' ll only get stronger." 


FARTHER JOURNEYS 
By Sarah Wiener, Assistant Director of Alumni Relations & Kalamazoo College Fund 


The job of a college President is 
complex-probably much more so than 
I understand. As a student, I don't think 
I had much appreciation or awareness of 
Dr. Jones' duties, and r suppose that was 
normal; I was focusing on other things. 


I didn't know much about him then, 
but I know this now. In his eight years 
at "K," President Jones lifted the College 
to a new high. Beyond getting to know 
you, attending your performances and 
games, reading your SIPs and personally 
and quickly answering your ernails, Dr. 
Jones made an incredible mark in the 
College's financial future. As you've 
probably heard and read, our endowment 
grew exponentially during his time here. 
(If you're not familiar with what the 
endowment is, it is akin to a savings 
account. Income from it pays for College 
operating costs.) 


And why does the growth of the 
endowment mean anything to you? 


More money coming in to the 


College means more scholarships for 
students who really need it. More money 
coming in means better ratings in maga
zines like US News and World Report 
and high rankings attract the brightest 
students-your peers. More money 
corning in means more books and journals 
you need in the library, more money for 
pizza at your residence hall events, and 
more money to sponsor a speaker you 
want to bring to campus. 


An institution of higher educa-
tion cannot "get by" on tuition alone. • 


A leader sets a vision and surrounds 
himself with people to make it happen. 
Although Dr. Jones did not single-hand
ed.ly raise millions, he gets an enormous 
amount of credit for our institution's 
success. 


I hope you'll get a chance to 
wish him well in Connecticut. We have 
been lucky to have him; for years we 
will be reaping the benefits of what he 
has seeded here. 
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Men's basketball suffer two losses, women one 
Karen Nave 


SPORTS EDITOR 


Women's Basketball 
The Kalamazoo College Women's 


Basketball team split the week with a non-
-conference victory and a close conference 


loss. After two tough losses against league 
leading teams, the Hornets came back with 
a win on Wednesday in Anderson Athletic 
Center against the Tri-State University 
Thunder. 


The Thunder played very aggressively, 
but were no match for the Hornets calm 
style of playing. The Hornets controlled 
the first half of play and easily shut down 
the Thunder's full court press. Tri-State 
had a little trouble under the basket and 
looked for a great deal of outside shooting 
for a majority of their points. Mindy 
Tilford of Tri-State accounted for almost 
half of the Thunder's scoring. The teams 
went into the locker room with UK" leading 
35-22 at halftime. 


The Hornets came out in the second 
half and continued to play well. Despite 
a good effort by Tri-State, UK" played a 
great inside and outside game. Keeping 
the Thunder working hard at both ends. 
UK" finished the game strong with a 77-58 
win over Tri-State. 


The lady Hornets shot 49.2 percent 
from the field while holding Tri-State 
to just 29.8 percent. The Hornets 
also held a 44-34 rebounding advantage 
over the Thunder. Ashley Riley led 
Kalamazoo scoring 18 points and having 


nine rebounds. Lindsay Basler added 12 
points and contributed four assists. Sarah 
Sleder had a good game in the paint with 
10 points and six rebounds. Mary Brown 
finished with seven points, 10 rebounds, 
and eight assists. UK" traveled to Adrian 
College on Saturday for a match-up with 
the Bulldogs. 


The Hornets played a tough game 
against an ever-improving Adrian College 
team. UK" went into the locker room down 
35-33 at halftime. They battled back and 
took the lead, but lost with a one time 50 
foot shot at the buzzer by Adrian's Jodi 
VanWassenhnova. The Bulldogs finished 
the game 70-69. 


UK" shot an outstanding 51.1 percent 
from the field while holding Adrian to just 
47.3 percent. The Hornets also edged out 
the Bulldogs rebounding, 26-24. Both 
teams committed just 18 turnovers. 


Leading the Hornet scoring were Sarah 
Sleder and Ashley Riley who each scored 
18 points. Riley also contributed a team 
high of 8 rebounds. Mary Brown put up 
10 points and had seven rebounds. 


The Hornets drop to 5-7 in the MlAA 
(13-10 overall). There final regular season 
match-up is this weekend against Alma 
College at 2:00 p.m. in Anderson Athletic 
Center. 


Men's Basketball 
The Kalamazoo College Men's Bas


ketball team lost two close games this 
week. The men fell to rival Hope Col
lege and then lost a heartbreaker to non
conference team Tri-State University. 


People packed into Anderson Athletic 
Center to watch the match-up between 
cross-town rivals Hope College and UK". 
The Hornets were looking to avenge an 
early season loss at Hope and to improve 
their record in the MlAA. However, a first 
place Hope team showed UK" exactly why 
they are at the top of the conference. 


The Hornets fell 82-76 to Hope Col
lege on Wednesday after only trailing 
32-31 at halftime. The Hornets made a 
good effort to come back, but they could 
not seem to get themselves out of the 
hole they had dug earlier in the game. 
UK" failed to shut down Hope's outside 
shooting and fell short of the win. 


The Hornets shot 43.1 percent overall, 
36.4 percent from the three-point line. 
Hope connected 50 percent of the time 
outside the arch and 48.2 percent from 
the field. Hope also held the rebounding 
advantage 34-33 over the Hornets. 


Tony Wichmann led the Hornets with 
a game high 25 points and seven rebounds. 
Tim Herman and Jevon Caldwell-Gross 
scored 12 points a piece, and Kyle Kon
winski finished with 10 points and four 
assists. The Hornets' next match up was 
against non-conference Tri-State. 


The game against Tri-State was an on 
the edge of you seat kind of game. The 
Hornets led by as much 12 points, but 
were unable to hold and lost 99-100, in 
an unusually high scoring game, to the 
Thunder. 


UK" dominated the first half of play, 
easily breaking full court press after 
full court press and utilizing their inside 


and outside game. Tri-State played very 
aggressively, which at times bordered on 
obnoxious. However, the Hornets were 
able to keep their cool and d~minate play. 
They went into the locker room at halftime 
up 49-44. 


While continuing to play well, the 
Hornets could not seem to shut down Tri
States outside shooters. The Thunder 
connected 15-45 attempts from outside the 
arch. Slowly, Tri-State made a comeback. 
Down by two points with just two seconds 
left on the clock, Jevon Caldwell-Gross 
went to the line for the Hornets. He was 
able to sink the first shot, but missed 
the second. UK" was unable to rebound 
the ball and the game ended 99-100, Tri
State. 


Kalamazoo shot 58.8 percent from the 
field and shot 50 percent from behind the 
three-point line, connecting 7-of-14. uK" 
also held the rebounding advantage 52-31. 
However, Tri-State was able to capitalize 
on the Hornet's 25 turnovers. 


Tony Wichmann and Jeff Oney 
(career-high) led UK" with 18 points 
apiece. Jevon Caldwell-Gross added 14 
points, and Chris Elliott ended the game 
with a double double, 10 points and 14 
rebounds. Robert Boyle added nine points 
ana six assists. 


The Hornets dropped to 2-8 in the 
MIAA (7-16 overall). Their final confer
ence match of the regular season is Satur
day at 4:00 p.m. (directly following the 
women's game), against Albion College 
in Anderson. 


SCOREBOARD 
~ Men's Basketball 


2/14- Tri-State 100, Kalamazoo 99 


Men's Swimming 
MIAA Championships 2/19-21 


Women's Basketball 
2/14- Adrian 70, Kalamazoo 69 


Women's Swimming 
MIAA Championships 2/19-21 












INSIDE 
Ii1INOf ENOUGH 
gROOM IN THE INN? 


Anticipating the return 
of juniors in the 
spring, the Res Life 
system looks for ways 
to ease the looming 
housing crunch. 


IILET'SGET 
PHYSICAL 


This week's Sex Files 
discusses the impor
tance of regular self
check to detect and 
prevent possible can
cers in both men and 
women. 


III MUDSLINGING 
iii ABOUNDS 


Gregory LaVoy and 
David Nachtweih take 
their turns combating 
recent critiques of 
their opinions from 
last week's Index. 


RWHEREWERE 
• YOU? 


Apathy often gets the 
better of Kalamazoo 
College students. Amy 
Johnson expresses her 
recent bout and dis
content with this so
called demon. 


Library rennovtions 
forum presented by 
library, CCAB 


Laurel Steidemann 


STAFF WRITER 


In response to student confusion 
about the library expansion plans and 
a recent Index opinion article, Lisa 
Palchick and the Campus Climate 
Action Board hosted a meeting 
Monday night to discuss the building 
and the temporary spaces. 


guests," Palchick said. 
The library staff has already 


begun several of the preliminary 
steps of the $20 million project. 
They are currently packing 15,000 
boxes with books to be relocated to 
various locations both on and off 
campus. 


-- graphic counesy of Up john Library 


Dean ofLibranes and Informa
tion Services, Palchick, showed plans 
for the new library, Upjohn Library 
Commons, and discussed the student 
areas that will be made available 
during construction. 


The first signs of construction 
will begin to show in March when 
five houses behind the library are 
to be demolished. These houses 
are currently being offered for $1 
to anyone who will relocate them to 
another plot of land There has been 
interest in this option, but no plans 
have been finalized to date. 


The reading room (above) will serve as a central part of the new library. 
It will provide students with an area for individual and group study, as 
well as a gathering place along with the new commons. 


"We are extremely grateful to 
the students for sharing their space 
in Hicks. We understand that we are 


Concern was expressed over 


See Library, p. 3 


Robert Neville speaks for 2004 Armstrong lecture 
Brittany Edwards 


STAFF WRITER 


Last Thursday and Friday Kalamazoo College 
hosted eminent theologian Dr. Robert C. Neville as 
the 2004 Homer J. Armstrong Lecturer. He spoke 
at a Thursday night Liberal Arts Colloquiurn in the 
Olmsted Room on "Truth in Theology" and in a 
Friday morning sermon in Chapel on "The Spirit 
of Proclamation." 


Neville received his B.A., M.A. and Ph.D. 
degrees from Yale University and the Doctorate 
honoris causa from the Russian Academy of Sci
ences. He is Professor of Philosophy, Religion, and 
Theology at Boston University School of Theology, 
where he served as dean from 1988 to 2003. 


His concise, hour-long lecture, "Truth in 
Theology," was a complete and systematic overview 
of modem theology from Emmanuel Kant to his 
own theories in the present. He cited the work of Dr. 
Gary Dorrien as his central source on the history 
preceding his own work. 


Neville explained his work as a theory of 


symbolic engagement. He broke it in four sec
tions: pragmatic semiotic theory, interpretation, 
systemization and imagination. Neville said these 
different approaches would be used to allow for 
a new theology. 


In Neville's theology the Bible could be 
read allowing for the lens of the first century to 
combine with the present by using a combination 
of critiques used in contemporary disciplines from 
art to law. This would allow for imagination when 
using symbols within a systematic context. 


After the lecture a group of people, mostly 
from the greater Kalamazoo community, were 
critical of various aspects of his talk. Caitlin 
Connors, K'04, said, "I do not understand why the 
question and answer period lasted for 45 minutes. 
I do not feel it was geared toward students." 


In his Friday Chapel, Neville gave a sermon 
on "The Spirit of Proclamation." He said that 
proclamation was "not just a call for preachers." 
The week's Bible readings, Nehemiah 8, Psalm 
19, I Corinthians 12 and Luke 4, all deal with the 
subject of proclaiming about the good news of 


the Judeo-Christian God. 
Neville said, "Having the job is what brings 


the spirit, the job, of course, is the reversal of 
despair." 


He said that so often entertainment is used 
to block out critical thinking and that there is 
an illusion of righteousness and false pride in 
democratic freedom while millions are oppressed. 
He said that in this sense, "the spirit of the lord 
is sleeping." He said that when spreading the 
"spiritual gift of love" that "Proclamation is for 
and about others, not just ourselves and not just 
the church." 


After Chapel Senior Jeff Duncan said, "The 
sermon was aggressively intellectual, and his 
understanding of the proclamation mandate is 
deeply nuanced by his political views. He clearly 
believes that the Christian spirit is lacking in 
America at many social and political levels." 


Neville's most recent books include: Symbols 
of Jesus: a Christology of Symbolic Engagement 
and Boston Confllcianism: Portable Tradition in 
the Late-Modern World. 







NEWS 
PHOTO OPINION POLL 


What do you think about the 
housing policy? 


"l like being able to live off campus 
rather than staying here. 1 like living 
on campus but having a different option 
is great." 
-- Cherie Heiberg K'06. 


"1 don't plan on moving off campus so 
I haven't given it a lot of thought. It 
doesn't really apply to me." 
-- Jeffery Neering K'06. 


"They should fit more people in Trow
bridge and make more doubles and 
triples." 
- Joe Tracz, K'04. 


"1 think the policy should change 
whenever necessary." 
-- Nathaniel Leach, K'07. 


"1 think we should have the option all 
three years to live off campus if we 
so choose." 
-- Megan Chuhran, K'07. 


- compiled by Kate Boehm and Law-el Stiedemann 


The Index 


Housing crisis changes policy 
Sophomores, juniors permitted to live off campus 


Kate Boehm 


STAFF WRITER 


Two weeks ago, sophomores 
received a surprising email in their 
inboxes. UK" College is allowing 
sophomores, as well as juniors, to 
live off campus next semes
ter to solve the spring quar


on campus is a function of many 
different factors . The amount of 
students in the incoming freshman 
class, the number of juniors on 
long term as opposed to extended 
term study abroads, the number of 
students leaving for spring study 
abroads and the number of seniors 


Student Development needs 
only a few sophomores or a few 
more juniors to volunteer and the 
problem will be solved. 


"We have had to create a few 
triples before," says Jansma, "but 
we feel confident that we will 


have enough space 
this quarter." Stu


ter housing crisis. 
Most years the- policy 


has been that all freshmen, 
sophomores and juniors 
were required to live on 
campus unless on a study 
abroad. Every few years, 
though, there is a minor 
housing crisis in which 
juniors have been given 
the opportunity to live off 
campus. 


Most colleges have their 
housing crisis during fall 
semester with the incoming 
freshmen, but we have 
always had ours during 
spring quarter when the 
juniors return from study 
abroad. 


dents have volunteered 
to turn their larger 
double rooms into tri
ples when housing 
has really been in a 
crunch. 


Student Develop
ment would like to 
remind students that 
registration for hous
ing in the spring begins 
9th week of this quar


"Most colleges have 
their housing crisis during --Dana Jansma 
fall semester with the 
incoming freshmen, but we 
always have ours during 
spring quarter when the juniors 
return from study abroad," says 
Dana Jansma, Assistant Dean of 
Students. 


Each year is different as to 
the number of students living on 
campus and the policies fluctuate 
due to class size. The numbers 
this year have been seen before 
and the policy changed to allow 
juniors off campus then as well. 


The number of students living 


on campus all playa role in a 
potential housing crisis. When all 
the numbers coincide, there is a 
housing crisis. 


This year, the freshman class 
was one of the largest ever and 
over sixty seniors decided to stay 
on campus . Student Develop
ment has been hearing from fewer 
juniors wishing to live off campus, 
so the option was opened to sopho
mores. 


ter, and any juniors or 
sophomores who are 
considering living off 
campus should con-
tact Dana Jansma. The 
Student Development 


office also has a lot of information 
on off-campus housing for any 
students who are interested but do 
not have any idea where to start 
looking. 


"If you have questions, do not 
be afraid to ask," says Jansma . 
"We are glad to help." The Student 
Development office is open from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. 
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The Files 
liIINlloilll. , 


Written by 
Anna Maxbauer 


Feeling yourself up: Paying attention where it counts 
Despite our robust virility, college 


students are still vulnerable to health 
threats outside the arena of sexually 
transmitted infections. Specifically, breast 
and testicular cancer are quite dangerous 
to people 18-25 and require people our age 
to really pay attention where it counts. 


While one's breast cancer risk doesn't 
really take off until after age 40, testicular 


cancer is most prevalent in men between 18 and 
35 years of age. This means that guys should be 
extra vigilant about keeping up on the health of 
their boys. The best way to do that, of course, is 
giving oneself a monthly pat-down. 


Guys should do their self-checkups right after 
a warm showerlbath, when the scrotum is most 
relaxed and able to offer up info. Stand in front of 
a mirror and check for any swelling on the outside 


skin of the scrotum before going to town with your 
hands. Hold the scrotum with your thumbs on 
top and other fingers on the underside and slowly 
feel out each testicle. Make sure you know the 
difference between the epididymis, the soft, tubelike 
superhighway that carries sperm away from 
the testicles, and foreign lumps. Most lumps are 
found on the sides of the testicles, but occasionally 
one will creep up in the middle. Also, it's com-
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pletely normal for one 
testicle to be bigger 
and/or hang lower than 
the other. 


Girls should also 
check themselves out 
at least once a month, 
ideally about a week 
after their period when 
the breasts are least 
sensitive. While in 
the shower on lying on 
your back, run the tips 
of your fingers up and 
down and left to right 
over your breast and 
press gently to feel out 
any lumps. Make 
sure you exam each 
breast with the hand 
on the opposite side 
of your body to make 
sure that muscle move
ments don't interfere 
with you data collec-


tion. Even if your breasts aren't identical 
on the outside, they should feel exactly the 
same on the Inside. 


As always, if you find anything curi
ous, call your doctor right away and 
schedule a check up. The sooner a breast 
or testicle lump is detected, the sooner it 
can be taken care of and the more likely 
you are to come out with a clean bill of 
health. It's also a good idea to look into the 
history of cancer in your family and find 
out who has had it, what kind of cancer 
it way, how old the person was when it 
was diagnosed. 


Testicular and breast exams only take 
a couple minutes and can save you a lot 
of trouble if you do them correctly. If 
rubbing yourself down isn't your idea of a 
good time, invite your partner to do it for 
you but make sure s/he knows what to 
look for. Part of the idea behind self
exams is they help you get to know your 
body's individual details - that way if 
something goes awry, you'll know the 
difference between normal and not-so
normal. Technically, there isn't anything 
wrong with having your gf or bf service 
your breast or testicle needs so long as 
whoever does it has a thorough (ahem) 
grasp of your anatomical nuances. For 
more details about how to check yourself, 
go to www.komen.orglbse/ (for women) 
or http://tcrc.acor.orgltcexam.html(for 
men). 
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This week's topic ... 


CAMPUS APATHY 


Send us your opinions by Sunday 
index kzoo.edu 
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College has responsibility to 
provide places to foster eduaction 


'Tour-de-force of Democrat 
bashing' facts correct, justified 


ligence is not perfect; leaders are not 
perfect. However, this doesn't mean 
that we have to resolve ourselves to 
contentment in our temporary security. 
We live in a world where this is no 
longer permissible, lest we condemn 
ourselves to more terrorist attacks. The 
fact remains that America and the world 
is safer now with the al-Qaeda organiza
tion in shambles and the oppressive 
Iraqi regime dismantled. 


Gregory La Voy 
David Nachtweih 


STAFF WRITER 


In an opinion criticizing my com
mentary on the closure of the basement 
gathering spaces in Hicks, the anonymous 
writer for Mayhem's Munnurs expresses a 
narrow view of the College's responsibilities 
to its students. 


In anonymous' opinion, the College 
"is responsible for our safety, our board, 
and our education:' and I can agree with 
the first two without any argument. Safety 
and board are fairly unloaded words, and 
yes they certainly fill] within the College's 
sphere of responsibility. The word education 
is not so simple however, and anonymous' 
view of education is where I disagree. 


Throughout anonymous' argument is 
the implicit equation of education with 
fuctuaJ absorption. An education, in herlhis 
argument, is synonymous with academic 
pursuits: reading books, writing papers and 
the SIP. Education equa1s memorization. 
By this definition, an educated person is 
nothing more than a storage unit, a breathing 
computer. And as a result of anonymous' 
argument, a ''1('' College education is the 
equivalent of human programming. 


Academics are important fuctors in a 
process ofieaming, but filets and equations 
are meaningless without a foundation 
or application in reality. An education's 
foundation stems from experience, from 
the interaction of ideas with life and the 
reflections on those interactions. 


Personally I came to college hoping to 
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learn just as much or more about myself and 
others through experience as I would learn 
about ancient Greece or the French language. 
One way I've done this is through the Quad 
Stop and The Daily Grind. 1 go and talk 
to my friends and am surrounded by other 
''1('' students. While I'm there r experience 
more than the dialogue of my companion, I 
experience a ''1('' community. I hear and see 
people who feel the same stress loads and 
deadlines as me. And though I don't know all 
ofthern, they are my peers. 


The loss of student gathering space on 
campus will affect academic life because it 
is the interactions with other students that 
contextua1ize our learning. The experience of 
living and partaking in a college community 
presents students with the opportunity to 
engage in dialogues and learn from one 
another. Currently the Quad Stop and The 
Daily Grind are two of the best places for 
students to casually meet and interact, and 
for 18 months - nearly two years of the four 
spent at ''1('' - those spaces will be gone. 
The effect on ''1('' students' education will be 
real and extensive. 


So I repeat my claim that it is the 
College's responsibility to provide quality 
student gathering space because our educa
tion is built on more than books. As for 
anonymous, if his motivation for attending 
college is solely to immerse himself in 
homework and to get a degree, then I suggest 
he earn his letters through the mail. An option 
where anonymous can remain in his room 
contently and muse over antiquated British 
politics or whatever it is that suits him. 


STAFF WRITER 


Apparently my "tour-de-force of 
Democrat-bashing" has left a few critics 
unsatisfied; allow me this brief opportunity 
to respond to criticisms about my article 
entitled "The Winter of the Democrats' 
Discontent." 


A "well executed War on Terror" 
indeed-and one doesn't even have to be 
a neocon to realize that! What one will 
have to possess is a larger grasp of history. 
Clearly, while terrorist attacks on US soil 
have been limited to two (if that is not 
enough?), such a narrow outlook ignores 
the bombings of two US embassies in 
Africa, the bombing of the USS Cole, 
and after the attacks, the alert system that 
foiled the "shoebomber," or the anthrax 
attacks. As National Security Advisor 
Dr. Rice previously stated: the US has 
been at war (and losing!) with Iraq and 
terrorism for at least the past 12 years. 


Further, I could argue until my face 
turns blue about the justification for the 
Iraqi conflict, or WMD, or even about 
the status of terrorism, but it wouldn't 
be productive because then I would be 
providing the same general arguments that 
my critics spew and have been articulated 
a thousand times before. Do remember 
though, that Bush acted on the same infor~ 
mation that his predecessors used-have 
we forgotten Clinton's bombing of Iraq? 
Or even the Gulf War? 


Look, the war is not perfect; intel-


THE INDEX 


Lastly, I just want to provide the 
evidence to support my claim about 
Bush's popularity. When my article was 
written in the second week of January, 
a Gallup poll showed the President's 
approval at 60%, a Jan. 8th poll by 
FOXNews/Opinion Dynamics showed 
58%, a CNNIUSAToday/Gallup poll 
had 60% in the beginning of January, a 
Jan 19th poll by Gallup of the policies 
of the President had a 60% positive 
response, and Bush's overall approval 
rating for his third year in office (which 
ended in January) was an average of 
59.6o/o-just to name a few. Polls may 
fluctuate, but the fact remains that Bush 
has remained well above the critical 
50% mark, and, even the leftist New 
York Times stated on Jan. 18th, "the 
president's numbers are as good if not 
better than those of the three presidents 
who won second terms in recent times." 
The fact is my "outrageous claims and 
cheap shots" do serve a larger purpose: 
this campus needs a broader political 
discourse and I am glad to partially 
serve in that capacity. 
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AmvJohnson 


STAFF WRITER 


The apathy of this campus never ceases 
to amaze me. After advertising campus wide 
for four days, only twenty people showed 
up in Dewing for the Up 'til Dawn event on 
Thursday, January 8th• Before I launch into 
my bitter diatribe on this campus' selfishness 
and lack of heart, I want to thank those people 
for taking the time to support the kids of St. 
Jude Children's Research Hospital. Just by 
being there, you took the first steps towards 
making a difference. You few may stop 
reading now. 


And now for the rest of you ... 
I'm sure you're thinking: "It's been two 


weeks. Get over it already. No one even 
cares about your stupid organization. Leave 
me alone." To which I respond: "I don't care 
how long ago it was, I will not get over it, and 
I will not leave you alone." 


Frankly, with the lives of thousands of 
children at stake, I cannot afford to leave you 
alone. Someone needs to remind you that 
people worry about things besides whether or 
not the Ms. Bachelorette and her Mr. Right 
Now are going to hit it off or which kid on the 
OC, in a moment of teenage angst, is going 
to be the next to take a few too many pills. 
Eight-year-old kids are wondering if they're 
going to see another Christmas. Six-year
olds are having limbs amputated and organs 


OPINIONS 
Where were you? 


removed. Four-year-olds are asking their 
parents what dying feels like . Two year 
olds are crying as they have blood drawn for 
thirteenth time this week. The kids of St. 
Jude are facing challenges that make Fear 


deadline ... Something that just had to be 
done and could not wait another hour. 
Something that needed to be finished right at 
that moment in time or your life, your future, 
your entire universe as you know it would 


be thrown into 
a tailspin. I'm 


Factor stunts look 
I ike spring break 
inCancun. 


We have the 
opportunity to 
save the lives of 
children from all 
over the world, 
and yet very few 
people have been 
willing to sup
port St. Jude and 
the Up 'til Dawn 
organization. I 
wish that I had 
written the wrong 
date andlor time 
on the fliers, mail
box stuffers, and 
table tents that 


Eight-year-old kids are 
wondering if they're going to 
see another Christmas. Six
year-olds are having limbs 
amputated and organs 
removed. Four-year-olds are 
asking their parents what 
dying feels like. Two-year-olds 
are crying as they have blood 
drawn for the thirteenth time 


sure that's what 
you told yourself 
and I'm sure that 
you're conscience 
has atrophied to 
the point that you 
actually began to 
believe that. 


However, I 
bet the reality of 
the situation goes 
a little more like 
this. Instead of 
getting off your 


this week. futon or bed or 


-- Amy Johnson I!!t 
=== .. 


stolen lounge fur
niture to go to an 
event on campus, 
you plopped your went up allover 


campus because I would rather that be the 
reason so very few people took the time 
to show up than to have to accept that this 
campus is apathetic and irresponsible. 


I'm sure many of you told yourself 
that you had something pressing to attend 
to whether it be homework, comps, a SIP 


lazy butt down and watched the new episode 
of "Friends", or you were glued to your 
Instant Messenger and the latest "who got 
on who over the weekend" gossip, or you 
were lounging around with your cell phone 
attached to you ear as you made plans to go 
out to the bars. Rather than sacrificing an 


hour of your oh-so-precious time, you did 
nothing. You did nothing out of laziness and 
apathy, pure and simple. 


Now that I've ranted for a few para
graphs, I'm realizing that this isn't just about 
Up 'til Dawn and I'm not just hurt that no 
one came to my event. This is about the 
attitude of this campus in general (faculty, 
staff, and administration included). All we're 
concerned about is where we're going to 
party on Saturday, who we're going to get 
on after the party, or who we're going to 
need to schmooze at Mommy or Daddy's 
next party in order to get that internship. 
There is more to life than getting drunker, 
farther, or richer than the kid sitting next 
to you in class. 


The excuses I heard and am continuing 
to hear about why students missed a day 
of AMIGOS, why they didn't help with 
Building Blocks last spring, why they didn't 
give blood when the Red Cross came to 
campus, and yes, why they didn't come to 
the Up 'til Dawn event on January 81h are 
ridiculous. FYI: hangovers are not the same 
as being sick; being' high is not an excuse 
to blow off your mentoring responsibilities; 
and you really aren't as busy as you think 
you are. At times it sickens me to think 
what kind of people Kalamazoo College is 
unleashing onto the world. What kind of 
people are we if all we have is brains and 
no heart? 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Ann You 2002. has been speeding up numerous Shanghai when the ''big news" was in the auto industry (go find out 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
2. Cell phone users in China: changes in many areas. Joining the first Kentucky Fried Chicken how many cars were sold last year 


According to the government the WTO means China's market opening at one of the fancy loca- in China), manufacturing industry, 
In case not many have noticed, newspaper "China Daily" of Dec, is open to the world. China is tions by the Yangzi River - that computer industry, services, con-


here are some facts I'd like to point 11, 2003, the number of mobile forced to improve its foreign legal was years before China entered suiting firms and so on - think 
out in regard to China's recent phone users in China is around 250 frameworks, announce clear and WTO. about the globalization of the enor-
economic growth: million and is expected to double consistent policies, and normalize And now, just like Joe Man- mous consumer market as well as 
I. Internet users in China: by 2007. China is the world's larg- its market economy in order to sour said in his opinion last week, job market. 


According to the government- est mobile phone market, with offer an open and fair competitive you don't have to "walk farther "It is not that China is grow-
linked China Internet Network four to five million new subscrib- market environment for foreign than couple of blocks in order to ing in influence. Rather, it is that 
Information Center, the number of ers added each month. We all see investors. Some American inves- find a McDonald's or a KFC." And it is returning to a past position 
Internet users in China j umped 34.5 the growing cell phone users on tors are out to create China-based the list is getting longer. Also on the of wealth and power, one it held 
percent in 2003 to 79.5 million. campus and in this country; imag- companies rather than subsidiar- way are such merchants as Holi- as late as the 1850s when it was 
Since 2003, the number ofIntemet ine the potential cell phone user ies . "China is a mystery place, day Inn, Home Depot, Starbucks displaced as the largest superpower 
users in China has grown by 20A growth in a country with a popuJa- a wild, wild west. It is a totally (also mentioned in Joe's article), by England," said Ambassador 
million, Of the total, broadband tion of 1.4 billion! different world to invest in China," Wal-Mart, as well as supermarket Chas W. Freeman, Jr. For those 
users numbered 17 A million. At 3. The growth offoreign business: said Joseph Tzeng, a California chain stores from France and South who plan either traveling or doing 
the end of 2003, China bad 30.89 Since China officially entered venture capitalist wbo owns three Korea. business someday in China, I agree 
million computers connected to the World Trade Organization in companies in China. And I haven't mentioned the with Joe -- "better start learning 
the Internet, up 48.3 percent since December 2001 , tbe government I still remember tbe day in foreign or joint venture businesses Mandarin," 
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Library/Projected common space for students, interim library 
continued from page 1 


the potential loss of the living-learning 
house by one of the attending students. 
Brittany Edwards, head of the CCAB, 
explained that a unit in the basement of 
Crissey would take on the designation of 
a living-learning unit. 


Excavation behind the library is 
scheduled to begin in April of this year. 
After graduation, the library staff will 
move to Hicks. In August, the building 
will undergo asbestos abatement after 
which it will be gutted. Construction 
will then continue through Aug. of 2005. 
Then the furniture, books, staff and other 
necessary items will be moved in during 
the fall quarter. The Library will be open 
to students after winter break in January 
2006. 


hours the book will be at the circulation 
desk in the Quad Stop to be checked 
out. Many books are being stored 
in off-campus locations that will not 
be accessible until after the library is 
reopened. Students are encouraged to 
use InMICH services, interlibrary loan 
as well as Waldo Library on Westem 's 
Campus. 


Student study and gathering areas 
wi II be distributed throughout Hicks. 
The Stone Room will be reserved as 
a student study area. Students are 
reminded that each classroom building 
and residence hall contains areas for 
study and socializing. 


The President's Dinning Room 
will have a snack bar and can be used 
by student organizations. 


Over spring break, the resource room 
will move to the SAC/Senior Graduation 
Committee room. A wall will be built 
where the large entrance to the game room 
is. In June, the Index and Boiling Pot 
will move out of their current room into 


The President's Lounge will 
remain furnished, as it is, and reserva
tions for that space made by students 
will receive priority. 


-- graphic counesy of Upjohn Library 


The projected entrance of the library (above) faces the Light Fine Arts building. Students will enter 
on the ground floor through a two-story glass atrium. 


Gilmore Parlor will be used as a 
temporary room for Student Organiza
tions. A meeting table, several couches 


and chairs, and a TV should occupy this space. When not used 
by organizations this space is open as a student lounge. 


either the resource room or the Student Commission Room. 
At that time the phoneathon room, to the left of Old Wells, 
will be emptied. The IS offices and equipment will be moved 
to Hicks, and a wall will be put up between Old Wells and 
the Stone Room. 


The Quad Stop will remain open through this year, as will 
The Daily Grind. The Quad Stop will be reopened after the 
library has opened in 2006. 


The library will occupy the space now taken by the 
Quad Stop. The circulation desk, several study tables, 
approximately half of the reference stacks, microform 


Chapel Chat 
by Jeanne Hess 


You may also 
request to be 
contacted by a 
member of the 
Chapel Cbap
ter, or Chap
lain Team, or 


tapes, CDs, 
and videos 
shall be 
located 
there. Tech
nologyser
vices, inter
library 
loan, and 
Palchick's 
office will 
occupy the 
game room 
and The 
D a i I y 
Grind's 
space. 


All I requested was a simple 
lockable wooden box. I went 
on the K intranet to Facilities 
Management and John came and 
asked me exactly what it was I 
was looking for. 


"That sounds just like one 
I made for the Golden Apple 
awards just last quarter," he said. 
So we met at the union desk, 
looked over the box, and I told 
him it would be perfect. John 
came in to my office 3 days later 
with the box: oak, with a slot 
in the top, a small padlock on 
the hinged door and the words 
"Prayer Request" on the front. 
It was beautiful, more beautiful 
than I had imagined. John is an 
artist, and I am extremely grate-


ful for his honoring my request. 
And now we will honor your 
requests. 


The Prayer Request box is in 
the back of Stetson Chapel on a 
small table, accessible to you on a 
daily basis. There are sheets for 
you to write your prayer request 
and provide optional information 
should you wish to do so. You can 
then place the sheet in the box, 
where it will be picked up on a 
regular basis and kept confidential 
to members of the Stetson Chapel 
Chapter, who are listed by the box. 
We ask that you let us know when 
your request changes or when you 
receive an answer to your prayer, 
so that we also can keep current 
with our petitions on your behalf. 


as Reverend 
Bob Cochran likes to say, the 
"God Squad". 


This idea came Christmas 
morning during my prayer and 
meditation with as strong a voice 
as I've ever heard, and I knew 
it was to be my next initiative 
as associate chaplain. When I 
petitioned, or asked for help in 
its creation, I received a beauti
ful work of art, thanks to John. 
We should expect the same out
come from the petitions and 
requests you put forth into the 
new Kalamazoo College Prayer 
Request box. 


Remember: Prayer doesn't 
change things. Prayer changes 
people and they change things! 


May peace be with you. 


The 
active ser
vice books 
will be 
placed in 
the base
ment of 
Dewing. 
Students 
may 
request a 
book and 
within 24 


PC preparation and repair and help desk can be found 
in the phoneathon room. 


The Carriage House, below the main part of Humphrey 
House, will be reserved for graphic production, video produc-


tion, and web services.A total of37,450 ft2 will be added to the 
current building, expanding the library by 72%. 


The library plans include a video studio, videoconferencing 
capabilities, a multimedia lab, three technology-equipped 
classrooms, several computer clusters for group computer 
projects, software training room. 


Networked computer ports as well as wireless services 
will be present throughout the building. 


A cafe, reading room, individual and group study spaces, 
and informal lounges will be distributed on the three floors. 
The Academic Resource Center, currently located in OIds 
Upton, will occupy space on the third floor. 


Looking out the windows by the current periodicals, there 
is a flat roof area. According to Palchick, President Hicks 
wanted to make a decision about the library so he cut the upper 
two levels of that portion of the building out of the plans. 
'The Library staff are still scratching their heads as to why 
he did that," said Palchick. 


This area will be enclosed up to the third floor with large 
windows for light and will be furnished as a reading room with 
tables, chairs, cushioned chairs, and two fireplaces. On the 
third level, the existing windows will remain and study desks 
will be placed in them so students may look down into the 
reading room. The brick wall facing currently on the outside 
of the building there will also remain. 


More information and updates can be found on the 
Upjohn Library Commons home page, http://www.kzog.edu! 
librarycommons/. 
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POW! dedicated to supporting WOlllen's prograllls 
Campus group promotes awareness of feminist ideals and women's issues 


Sarah Beth Gale-Barbantini 


COpy EDITOR 


As a student organization on campus, 
the Progressive Organization for Womyn 
serves to provide programs and discus
sions to facilitate awareness of feminist 
causes and issues that affect women 
today. POW! 's mission is also to unite 
and support feminists , womynists , pro
feminists and other students in a women
centered organization. 


"I 'm in POW! because I believe in 
fighting oppression - all forms of oppres-


sion," said POW ! ' s president, Hillary 
Stratton. "While femini sm focuses on 
eradicating sexist oppression , thi s year 
in POW! we are trying to address how 
oppression functions in a multitude of 
ways." 


"Having POW! creates the opportu
nity to form a dialogue among women in 
the "K" college community. It 's also been 
a place to explore our femini st politics 
among supportive and intelligent women," 
said Krissie Wawer and Christine Kregg, 
who are both members of the Women's 
Resource Center. 


This year, POW! plans to reach their 
goals through a series of projects . This 
includes participating eighth week in the 
Center for Service Learning 's Poverty 
Awareness Week , and the March for 
Women on Apr. 25 , in Washington, D.C. 


The group also is planning an event 
called "Sisterhood is Powerful" with 
young female students at Woodward 
Elementary, as well as a panel discussion 
on women in the art world. 


Some plans that are in the works 
include possible volunteer work at 
Planned Parenthood and the YWCA as 


Retail Half.com 


I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 


.----------~------. 


Natural selection. 
How smart is this: All the textbooks you 


r~eed for up to 50% off retail pi ices. New or 


lIsed, all you have to do is go to half. com 


and type in the book titt% , or ISBN numbers. 


Then let nature take its course 


well as a coalition with WOW, Western 
Michigan University 's women 's group. 


"Femini sm has many facets . It ' s 
not about ' man-bashing ' or 'taking over 
the world' . There are no cookie-cutter 
definitions for feminists . That's not :> 


realistic," said Ann Brzezniak. "So for 
me, POW! reinforces the importance of 
uncovering who we really are as people, 
and as women." 


POW! meets every Monday at 4:30 
p.m. in the POW !lKaleidoscope room in 
Hicks center, next to the Mail Hut. All 
are welcome. 


Same textbooks. 
Smarter prices. 
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Basketball teams pick up several wins, few losses 
Men win against Tri-State, lose to Adrian; Women win against St. Mary's, Olivet 


Karen Nave 


SPORTS EDITOR 


Men's Basketball 


Kalamazoo College Men's 
Basketball team split the week 
with a win on the road and a loss 
at home. 


Kalamazoo traveled to Indi
ana to face non-league Tri-State 
University on Wednesday. The 
Hornets were able to come back 
from a 49-41 point deficit at 
halftime to win the game 92-85. 
Junior Tony Wichmann scored a 
career and team high 32 points 
and 13 rebounds, picking up the 
double. He shot 13 of 16 from 
the field and shot 6 of 12 from 
the free throw line. 


Senior captain Jevon 
Caldwell-Gross had 12 points 
and six rebounds . Ryan Kon
winski contributed 11 points 
and had three assists. 
Kalamazoo out shot Tri-State 
57.1 percent from the field, 
holding Tri-State to only 33 .7 


percent. The Hornets shot 
53 .8 percent from outside the 
arc. The Hornets also held the 
rebounding advantage 55-47. 
The Hornets finished up the 
week at home, but could not pull 
out the win against the Adrian 
College Bulldogs. 


The Hornets lost 67-60 at 
the Anderson Athletic Center. 
Kalamazoo was unable to capi
talize on a number of different 
scoring chances. 


Both Adrian and Kalamazoo 
shot poorly, making 36.1 and 
38.2, respectively. Kalamazoo 
also held the advantage from 
the three point range, shooting 
29.4 percent to Adrian's 27 .3 
percent. 


Adrian out-rebounded 
Kalamazoo and took advantage 
o(the Hornets' 18 turnovers, 
scoring 28 points . Jevon 
Caldwell-Gross had an outstand
ing game with 24 points, tying 
his career high . Senior Chris 
Elliott picked up 13 points and 
eight rebounds. Tony Wichmann 


had seven points and helped 
the team out with II rebounds . 
Tim Herman had nine points and 


seven rebounds. 
Kalamazoo faces Alma Col


lege on Saturday at home and 
also welcomes back UK" College 
alumni. The Hornets finished 
the week 6-11 overall and 1-4 in 
the MIAA. 


Women's Basketball 


The Kalamazoo Women's 
Basketball team improved their 
record this week by picking 
up two league wins against St. 
Mary's College and Olivet Col
lege . The lady Hornets were 
able to slide past the St. Mary's 
College Belles 65-61 this past 
Wednesday at Anderson Athletic 
Center. While St. Mary's tried to 
make the comeback, the Hornets 
were able to keep their cool and 
hold on for the win. The Hornets 
led at halftime 35-31 . 


Kalamazoo looked strong 


through the end of the game 
and was able to keep St. Mary's 
at bay, despite a strong effort. 
Kalamazoo shot 50 percent from 
the field and shot an outstand
ing 84.2 percent from the free 
throw line. Kalamazoo also 
out-rebounded the Belles 34-33 . 
The Hornets saw four players in 
double digits. 


Mary Brown led the team 
with 16 points, eight rebounds, 
and four assists. Ashley Riley 
added 15 points with six 
rebounds and also had five 
blocks . Sarah Sleder did well 
underneath and picked up 13 
points, and Lindsay Basler 
finished with 11 points. 
Kalamazoo played Olivet Col
lege on Saturday and found 
another win . The Comets made 
an impressive comeback run, but 
were unable to break a tough 
Hornet team. The Hornets led 
30-23 at halftime. 


Although the Hornets played 
strong defense, the Comets tied 
the score but were unable to take 


the lead. With two seconds left 
in the game and down by six, 
Olivet called a time out with no 
hope of winning. Kalamazoo 
ended the game 66-59. 


Kalamazoo shot 38.5 percent 
from the field and 19-33 at the 
line. Olivet turned the ball over 
30 times (Kalamazoo only had 
13 turnovers) which led to 31 
points for Kalamazoo . Angie 
Neu had an outstanding game 
with 14 points, four assists , and 
four steals. 


She was 3 of 5 from three
point range, hitting three big 
ones In the second half to 
help the Hornets hold onto the 
lead. Mary Brown added 12 
points. Stefanie Salasky had a 
career high 12 points and seven 
rebounds. Lindsay Basler added 
II points. Ashley Riley also 
put up nine points and had seven 
rebounds. 


Kalamazoo improved to 
12-6 overall and 5-3 In the 
MIAA. The Hornets face Hope 
College in Holland on Saturday. 


SCOREBOARD 
-----------------------------------------


Men's Basketball 
II 24- Adrian 67. Kalamazoo 60 


Men's Swimming 
1/24- Kalamazoo 146.5, Calvin 81.5 


---------------------------------------- . 


Women's Basketball 
1/24- Kalamazoo 66, Olivet 59 


Women's Swimming 
1/24- Calvin 159, Kalamazoo 84 












BRIEFS 
Hernon awarded 
"Genius Grant" 


Aleksander Hernon, the 
author of the Summer 
Common Reading book 
Nowhere Man, has received 
one of the 23 MacArthur 
Foundation Grants of2004. 
The prestigious award, also 
known as "genius grants," 
payout $500,000 over 
five years. The MacArthur 
Foundation gives the grants 
in recognition of exceptional 
creativity and originality. 


Education depart
ment to be phased out 
The college has announced 
plans to phase out its edu
cation department over the 
next four years. The gradual 
process will not affect cur
rent students, including 
members of the Class of 
2008, who wish to achieve 
teacher certification prior to 
June 2008. 


INSIDE 
the iii Check out 


U brand new Page 2: 
On the Quad. 


Student Commis
SlOn President 
Austin Litvak's 
State of the 
Campus Address. 


Come back to next 
week's Index for a full 
preview of all Home
coming activities, . 


First-Year Experience enjoyable overall 
Robyn McBride 


STAFF WRITER 


We all have to do it. Whether we like it or 
not, it has to be done. It is the Kalamazoo College 
First-Year Experience. 


The First-Year Experience, or FYE, began in 
1996 and has grown significantly over the past eight 
years. The program's original components were 
first-year writing seminars, freshman orientation, 
appointments with advisors, and Peer Leaders. 
Over the years, it has grown to include first-year 
forums, the Summer Common Reading program, 
and the portfolio. 


According to the Kalamazoo College web
site, the main focus of the FYE is for students 
to "achieve academic success, learn to relate to 
people and cultures different than their own, and 
make choices that will lead to balanced lives." The 
experience also attempts to help students integrate 
thernselves into their new environment. In this 
regard, the FYE has met with success. Because of 
it, Kalamazoo College was named one of the thir
teen "Institutions of Excellence in the First College 
Year" by the National Policy Center on The First 
Year of College. 


Many students find the experience to be help
ful, but others feel it is overwhelming, especially 
orientation. "It was rushed; I didn't have time to 
adjust," said freshman Elizabeth Wakefield, "but I 
did like that they included more academic aspects 
[in the orientation program). It was nice to have 
both social and academic responsibilities." 


Between Summer Common Reading group 
discussions, placement tests, and coordinated 
activities, there were some concerns that the fresh
men agenda may have been overfilled. In an effort 
to alleviate such concerns, head of the FYE Zaide 


Pixley said that placement tests 
may be available online in the 
future so as to reduce stress 
during orientation week. 


Where exactly do the 
FYE programs come from? 
"We have campus conversa
tions and ask ourselves, 'Who 
are we? What can we do well?' 
We know that we do well in 
international programs, overall 
involvement and whole-person 
education, and so we go from 
there," said Pixley. 


The most recent program 
added to the FYE roster was 
Summer Common Reading 
in 1999. This year, incoming 
freshmen read Alexsander 
Hernon's novel Nowhere Man. 
Students had discussion groups 
about the book, attended a 
panel that made connections 
between Kalamazoo profes
sors and the novel, and also 


-photo by Merideth Lacina 


During Orientation week, many freshmen participated 
in community building and service projects throughout 
Kalamazoo as part of their First-year Experience. 


heard Hernon read and answer questions about 
his work. 


"I really enjoyed the book," said Wakefield. 
"I wished we had more time to talk to the author 
one-on-one. It would've been nice to get all of 
my questions answered." 


Another important aspect of the FYE is the 
first-year seminar, which focuses on improving 
writing skills and obtaining intercultural under
standing, an aspect of the FYE that is being 
improved, according to Pixley. 


"It is very uneven among the seminars 
with regards to intercultural understanding," 


said Pixley. "Some classes have more intercultural 
understanding, while others don't. The expectations 
in seminars are elusive; we're working on improv
ing both of these things to create more balance 
among seminars." 


Overall, whether students enjoy the First-Year 
Experience or not, studies have proven that it truly 
is helpful. Kalamazoo College ranks highly in the 
First-Year Initiative Surveys, with most students 
ranking the program as "effective." So whether 
they love it or hate it, ultimately most students 
walk away with something substantial from the 
First-Year Experience. 


College's extemship program receives recognition 
Erika Josl 


COpy EDITOR 


One late August moming, Jen
nifer Whitener K'06 helped cast a 
52-foot net into the Puget Sound for 
fresh fish. Not her first choice for 
breakfast, but the puffer fish in the 
Seattle Aquarium were out of food 
and could not be put off. 


"We couldn't reel those fish in 


any way," said the English major, 
who participated in a 2-week extem
ship program studying marine biology 
at the aquarium. "Otherwise 
they'd ink all over the place. So 
when they were hungry, we got them 
food." 


Over the past two years, the 
Discovery Externship program has 
sent nearly two hundred students like 
Whitener to try on different careers 


in places from New York City to 
Sacramento. 


Last Saturday in Miami, the 
program was named the Experiential 
Program of the Year by the National 
Society for Experimental Education 
and the International Consorti urn 
for Experimental Learning, informed 
Trisha Thorme, chair of the awards 
committee at NSEE. 


"It is so innovative in design," 


said Thorme. "It's being replicated 
by a lot of colleges, and we thought it 
deserved some recognition." 


According to Lori Smoker, 
associate director of the program, nine 
years ago, when the Kalamazoo Col
lege calendar changed, sophomores 
needed a shorter career development 
program to squeeze in after school 
ended in June and before they left to 


See Award on page 3. 







N THE 
KATE'S PEOPLE 


Hey all. this is Kate, the Layout Editor for your Index. This is 
the first installment of a new bio column. obvious~v called Kate s 
People. Every week, I will grab someone randomly off the quad 
alld get their answers to various qllestions. My hope is that through 
this column YOIl can learn something about other students that 
)'0/1 didn i know before, as well as find something amusing in an 
othelrl·ise jair(v serious paper Enjoy! 


Favorites: 


Name: Kyle Shelton. 
Birthday: January 6, 1985. 
Hometown: Madison, WI. 
Year: Sophomore. 
Dorm: Severn. 
Studies: English major, History 
minor, Concentration in American 
Studies. 
Classes: Photography f, Chemistry 
of Antibiotics and Modernisml 
Postmodernism: American Litera
ture 1914 to Present. 
Activities: Ultimate Frisbee team, 
Woodward, technical theater. 


Rice Kitchen entree: Pork fried rice, 
Professor: Di Seuss, English. 
Smell: Lilac. 
Texture: Fleecy type things. 
Sodexho entree: Chicken patties. 
Beatle: Ringo. 
Song: "When You Come Back Down" Nickel Creek. 
Campus Spot: Anywhere outside. 
Modernist poem: William Carlos Williams, ''This Is Just To 


Say". 
Quote: "What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny 


matters compared to what hes within us" -Ralph Waldo Emerson. 


What is your current AIM icon? Flounder, the fish from The 
Little Mermaid. 
lfyou we're an animal cracker, what would you be? I would 
be a hippo, because they are the most dangerous animals on earth. 
Hippos are scary. 
List three adjectives with which your friends would describe 
you: GoofY, caring and understanding. 
List three adjectives with which you would describe yourself: 
Open, aware and optimistic. 
What are your passions? Writing,listening to people talk, taking 
photographs and listening to music. I really love the small things 
in life, I believe they make life worth living. 
What is the best thing you've learned at 'K' outside of class? 
I've learned how to really communicate, have really good conver
sations and create strong relationships with others, I learned that 
mostly on LandSea. 
J f you could change one thing ahout the world, what would it 
be? World hunger. Because it's not really necessary, it's easily 
solvable. It shouldn't be a problem but it is. 


UAD The Index 


A Letter from the Editor 
Hello and welcome to the 


2004-2005 Index! 
This year's student newspa


per is committed to offering the K 
campus the best coverage on all 
issues affecting our community. 


You will notice a few 
changes in this year's paper that 
we hope will improve your read
ing experience. 


We are also bringing back 
some old favorites , including 
the Sex Files (you'll find new 
Sex Files writer .Lynn Brewer 's 
column on page four) . And we 
have just finalized negotiations 
to bring back Chapel Chat with 
Jeanne Hess - we' ve worked out 
the details of her eight-figure 
salary and you'll find her on page 
five this week. Next week, we 
will also be bringing back infor
mative bi-weekly installments 
from the Counseling Center. 


The new page two, or "On 
the Quad" as you might have 
noticed, will be your source for 
what's happening on campus. We 
will include a weekly calendar 
of what's ahead at K (below) , 
columns every ~ther week from 
student commission president 


Here's a look at campus 
events in the week ahcad: 


Friday 10:50 A.M., Stetson 
Chapel - The Center for 
International Programs host 
chapel entitled "Reflections 
on Studying and Living 
Abroad." 


9 P.M., Dewing 103 - The 
College Democrats with Stu
dent Commission host a view
ing of the presidential debate. 


Monday 8 P.M., Recital Hall 
(LAC) - Professor of English 
Gail Griffin gives a lecture 
on her latest book. The talk 
in entitled "Invisible Things 
Envisioned, the Problem of 
Whiteness." 


Austin Litvak (his campus-wide 
address this week can be seen on 
page six), an occasional sputter
ing from yours truly, and a fun 
weekly Q and A session with var
ious students around the campus 
provided by our fantastic Layout 
Editor Kate Boehm. 


In the past, this newspaper 
has been a forum for a vast 
amount of opinions . We are 
committed to keeping insightful 
opinions in our paper, but will 
re-affirm ourselves as a news
first organization. Look for an 
enlightening opinion page every 
week, joined this year by our 
World View page (which will 
make its debut next week), incor
porating opinions on national and 
world issues along with frequent 
articles by K students on study 
abroad. 


As usual we will offer a 
wide variety of feature articles, 
addressing issues both on and off 
campus. It is oUT goal to offer at 
least one story each week from 
outside ofthe campus, to help us 
all pop that dreaded K "bubble." 
We will also profile one notable 
student and staff member every 


HAPPENINGS 
Tuesday 4 P.M., MacKenzie 
Field - Men's Soccer hosts 
Adrian. 


7 P.M., Olds-Upton Room 
207 - Fahrenheit 9/ 11 , Be-In
The-Know Film Series. 


7 P.M., Dewing 103 (LAC) 
- Tamas Vicsek, from Eotvos 
Lorand University (Budapest, 
Hungary), gives a lecture entitled 
"Simulation of Biological and 
Social Collective Phenomena." 


Wednesday 4 P.M. , Mackenzie 
Field - Women 's Soccer hosts 
Saint Mary 's. 


7 P.M. , Dewing 103 (LAC) 
- David Cohen, from the Uni
versity of Michigan, gives a lec
ture entitled "The Other Side of 
Modernity in Africa: Perhaps It's 


week, begillI1ing next week. 
And, of course, our sports 


section, without me at the helm, 
can really only get better. We'll 
offer insightful looks into all of 
the K teams, including a fall 
sports update pages this week 
and next week. 


This year we are also com
mitted to offering top-notch pho
tography, so that we can take you 
inside each story and make the 
reading experience that much 
more meaningful. 


Most importantly, we are 
your newspaper, and we value the 
input of each and every student. 
We encourage you to send your 
thoughts, questions, and concerns 
to index@kzoo.edu, and we will 
use them to make this newspaper 
better. Letters to the editor and 
other freelance work can also be 
sent to this e-mail address. 


Finally, we at The Index want 
to wish all of you a fun, safe and 
newsworthy year at Kalamazoo 
College. 


Sincerely, 
Colin Baumgartner 
Editor-in-Chief 


Note Tradition At All." 


Thursday 7 P.M., Dewing 
103 (LAC) - Ron Atkinson, 
from the University of South 
Carolina, gives a lecture 
entitled "Education During 
the Transition from Apart
heid to a New South Africa, 
1985-1995." 


8 P.M., Olmsted Room 
(LAC) - Benjamin Ginsberg, 
from Johns Hopkins Univer
sity, gives a lecture entitled 
"Elections and Presidential 
Power, the 2004 Weber Lec
ture." 


If you have an event 
coming up, let us know! 
index@kzoo.edu. 







October 7, 2004 NEWS 
Teach For America increases recruiting at 'K' 


Eli Sovil 
NEWS EDITOR 


In the fall of 2001, Kalamazoo College chemistry 
graduate Paige Farrell began teaching remedial math at 
Capitol High School in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Most of 
Capitol High's students live in extreme poverty--over 91 % 
of the student body qualifies for the government's free lunch 
program. Like many impoverished children across America, 
nearly half of the students who enter Capitol High as fresh
men each year never graduate from high school. 


Farrell's students were a particularly challenging case. 
Farrell was responsible for a class called "Math 8.5," com
prised of high school students who had previously failed 
their state-mandated 8th grade math class. Only three months 
after graduating from Kalamazoo College, Farrell was faced 
with the task of bringing her students up to speed so that 
they could advance into high school math courses. 


Farrell taught in Baton Rouge as part of the Teach 
for America program, which places top college graduates 
from all academic backgrounds in impoverished schools 
across the country. Teach for America purports to recruit 
the "nation's most outstanding recent college graduates" to 
teach in poorer schools. As a result, the selection criteria 
for would-be teachers are quite daunting. Nationwide, only 
16% of those who apply are ultimately accepted. Last year, 
though, over half of the Kalamazoo College seniors who 
applied to the Teach for America corps were accepted. 


"I have been extremely impressed with the quality and 
commitment of Kalamazoo alumni," said Teach for America 
national recruitment director Laura Stahl. '''K' students are 
dedicated, talented, and hard working--some of the things 
that are definitely needed in our program." 


Indeed, Teach for America has started aggressively 


recruiting Kalamazoo College students for its teaching 
corps. In the past two years, Teach for America has hired 
two 'K' seniors to run a marketing and recruitment cam
paign on campus and has sponsored numerous information 
sessions at 'K.' The recruitment efforts have apparently 
paid off: according to Stahl, a record number of 'K' stu
dents joined the Teach for America corps last year. 


Students who are accepted into Teach for America 
commit themselves to working as teachers in impoverished 
schools for at least two years. At the end of their two years, 
many Teach for America corps members choose to continue 
teaching. Others pursue careers in a number of different 
fields, including law, business, and medicine. Part of the 
philosophy behind the Teach for America program is that 
those corps members who go into other fields will eventu
ally take leadership positions in America and will work to 
tackle issues of educational inequity. 


Teach for America prepares its corps members for the 
classroom by putting them through an intensive five-week 
training institute. In the morning, corps members teach in 
summer school programs; in the afternoon and evening, 
would-be teachers are put through a rigorous series of 
workshops, discussion groups, and other developmental 
activities. 


Paige Farrell credits her Kalamazoo College experi
ence with preparing her for the challenges of the Teach 
for America training institute and ultimately for teach
ing at Capitol High. "The high expectations, rigorous 
coursework, and intensity and pace of the workload at 
'K' were decent preparation for the training institute," 
said Farrell. 


"In my opinion, facing challenging experiences 
and learning that you can make it through is really what 
provides the best background for the Teach For America 


experience. For me, this came from personal experiences 
as well as my study abroad and SIP experience at 'K. ", 


Farrell taught at Capitol High for three years, during 
which time many of her students finally passed the 8th 
grade math exam and moved on to high school math 
courses. This past fall, Farrell enrolled at the University 
of Maryland to pursue a master's degree in school coun
seling. She ultimately hopes to work as a high school 
counselor in an urban setting--a career choice she says 
she never would have considered before her Teach for 
America experience. 


"Kelvin, Jorrick, Lamel, De' Jon, Cartrina, and my 
other students [at Capitol High] are the reason I am pur
suing graduate study in school counseling," said Farrell. 
"They have taught me what it means to have a purpose. I 
have had the privilege of seeing many ofthem work hard 
and experience the pride that comes when they learn they 
passed the test and have a chance at graduating from high 
school. 


"But my purpose and goals for my students are not 
all about math. I have listened to their dreams, felt their 
frustration and know that despite their current situation, 
their past experiences, or their attitude, they truly want 
to succeed. They want someone to help them. They want 
options. They want to learn. They want choices. They want 
to make their parents, teachers, and communities proud. 
They just don't know how." 


Seniors interested in Teach for America may apply 
before either the October 24 or the February 18 deadlines at 
teachforamerica.org. In advance ofthe October deadline, 
Teach for America is bringing Paige Farrell back to campus 
to speak more about her experiences in Baton Rouge. Far
rell will be at an information session on Thursday, October 
14, at 7:30 p.m. in Dewing 114. 


AwardlExternships provide opportunities 


-photo courtesy of Jennifer Whitener 


Jennifer Whitener moves an 
octopus during her 2004 dis
covery externship at the Seattle 
Aquarium. 


Continued from page 1. 


study abroad 
Thus, the brainchild of Richard 


Berman, Associate Dean Experimen
tal Education, was born. Students 
involved in the program shadow a 
Kalamazoo College alumnus for 
two weeks, completely immersing 
themselves in their hosts careers and 
home life. The goal of the program 
is to make it more intense and more 
condensed than an internship. 


"A lot of times, interns leam 
how to make coffee and use tb,e 
copy machine, and that's about it," 
said Smoker. ''With the externship 
program, students get a lot more 
exposure with the 24n experience." 


According to Berman, the Dis
covery program also caters to the 


financial binds of being a student. 
While most internship'S last all 
summer with little pay, an extern
ship frees up the time to flip burgers 
and mow lawns. And the college pairs 
students with alumni, so there's less 
competition. 


"There was no typical day," 
said Whitener of her time at the 
aquarium. "I've always been inter
ested in marine biology and 
never really got to pursue it. 


the aquarium. Whitener's favorite 
days, however, were spent talking 
to people visiting the aquarium, she 
said. That was when she realized how 
much she learned. 


As an only child, Whitener was 
apprehensive about living with her 
host family, especially because of 
their 14-month-old son. But she fit 
comfortably into their daily routine 


and enjoyed talking over dinner and 
household chores and won the tod
dler over with a turtle puppet. ''Porch 
time" is an integral part of the Discov
ery externship experience. 


"I learned from my externship 
not to be afraid of the unknown," 
Whitener said. "Just take it one step 
at a time; the outcome might surprise 
you." 


Band Looking for New Members 
But I learned so much and got 
to work with such passionate 
people that every day it was 
something new." 


Individually, Whitener 
worked on a digital photogra
phyproject to update the infor
mation on all the specimens in 


The College Symphonic Band has openings in several sections and 
invites interested musicians to join. The band rehearses every Monday 
and Wednesday from 4:00-5:30 in Dalton Theatre. Credit can be 
applied toward the "Creative Expression" requirement. Don't have an 
instrument-no problem. The College can provide you with one at no 
cost. Lockers are available. For further information please contact 
the director, Dr. Thomas G. Evans at 3n-7414 or tevans@kzoo.edu. 
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Library rennovation 
in full swing 


Amy Buer 
STAFF WRITER 


In a few months, most ' K ' College classes 
will have access to a brand new library. But 
for seniors who will be unable to enjoy the 
new library, free coffee will have to suffice. 
According to Dean of Libraries and Informa
tion Services Lisa Pal chick, all seniors will get 
free coffee in the Presidents ' Dining Room this 
year to compensate for the fact that they will not 
be able to enjoy Kalamazoo's new library while 
they are students here. 


The new $20 million library will have a 
cafe, a center for new media, a reading room, 
multimedia workstation, and 10 classrooms--one 
of which will be set up with video conferenc
ing. The library will overflow with the latest 
technology, such as video production and mul
timedia studios, wireless and networked ports, 
and 54 computer workstations. There will also 
be many cozy places to read and study, accord
ing to Palchick. 


The library is set to be completed in the fall 
of 2005, but it will only be ready for use after 
all its materials have been moved over in Jan. 
2006. Work on the library officially began last 
spring. 


Since the old library ran out of space for its 
whole collection in 1978, library enlargement 
has been on Kalamazoo's agenda, according to 


See Library on page 7. 


'Eyes Wide Open' thought-provoking 
Chelsea Phelps with Lynn Brewer 


FEATURES EDITOR and COLUMNIST 


The Iraqi war is being fought thousands of miles away 
on another continent. Last Friday and Saturday, vestiges of 
the war made their way onto Western Michigan University's 
(WMU) campus. 


In collaboration with the 
American Friends Service Com
mittee and the Wesley Founda
tion at the WMU, the traveling 
exhibit, ' Eyes Wide Open: The 
Human Cost of the Iraq War,' 
made a stop in Kalamazoo. 


who have perished. 
Visitors were invited to walk through the boots in 


silent reflection and were then invited into the Wesley 
Foundation Center to view a multimedia presentation on 
the costs of the Iraqi war. 


The exhibit started in January in Chicago with five 
hundred pairs of boots and 
the determination of three 
staffers and a volunteer, 
who wanted to get the real
ity of the war out there, said 
Hutchcraft. 


"This exhibit is a concerted 
effort to allow America to see 
the cost of war," said Chuck 
Hutchcraft, a representative 
from the American Friends 
Service Committee. "We're 
not allowed to see the caskets 
of soldiers draped in American 
flags, we're not allowed to see 
the funerals, and we don't see 
what reminds us of the cost, the 
true human cost of both Ameri
can and Iraqi lives." 


- Photo by Katie Waldeck 
"Eyes Wide OpenH, a traveling exhibit of vestiges from 


Since then, the exhibit 
has been on display during 
the Democratic National 
Convention in Boston, the 
Republican National Con
vention in New York City 
and Independence Day in 
Philadelphia. It will also 
visit the National Cathe
dral during the Presidential 
Inauguration. 


Its stop at WMU was 
also deliberate. 


The exhibit featured 1,054 
pairs of combat boots that rep-


the current war in Iraq, stopped at Western Michigan 
University this past weekend. The exhibit included a 
chilling display of1,0S4 pairs of combat boots, represent
ing the US soldiers killed in Iraq. 


"It has been college stu
dents in the past who have 
said, 'We need to have our 
own voice, ", said Reverend 


resented the U.S. soldiers killed in Iraq. Thirty-one of these 
pairs were set aside in memoriam of the fallen Michigan 
troops. The boots were accompanied with nametags, dog tags, 
personal mementos, photographs, newspaper clippings, mes
sages from families, and fresh flowers. 


To represent the estimated 16,000 Iraqi civilians killed 
in the war, the exhibit also displayed 1,000 pairs of shoes. 
These civilian shoes carried a list of names of Iraqi civilians 


Thorn Davenport, director of the Wesley Foundation. 
"I believe that this is the generation that can find its 


voice and speak. I have four children and they are the 
ones who will get drafted into this war. We need to speak 
out and be a witness; like these silent witnesses spread in 
a circle, we need to find our voices and speak out." 


For more information visit http: //www.afsc.org/ 
eyes. 


Let's face it, folks . Manners count 
these days. Not just at the dinner table or 
when introducing yourself to the Board of 
Trustees, either. A whole array of sexual 
etiquette exists to minimize embarrass
ment. So, read these tips, post them above 
your bed and recite them before you tum in 
for the night-anything to make sure you 
don't break any of these Eleven Sexual 
Etiquette Commandments. If you follow 
them, the only thing you'll be fumbling 
with is your clothes. 


out any smelly garbage that might hamper 
a sexy mood. 


5) Videotaping your fun time without 
your partner's knowledge is illegal, and you 
can be prosecuted. This includes web-carns, 
cell phone carns, etc. 


9) A brief lesson in threesomes. One: 
always check to make sure your partner 
is amicable to the idea. Two: in hetero 
couples, if the third person is male, the 
male half of the couple should lead. If the 
third person is female, the female half of 
the couple takes the lead. 


I) Ladies and gentlemen wash their 
sheets before inviting their partner for a 
sleepover. It's also a good idea to take 


2) Don't subject your roommate to your 
sexual activities. Have the courtesy to plan 
around when he or she will be in the room. 
(This includes any solo action you might be 
partaking in.) 


3) One-night stands happen. Alcohol 
will probably be involved. Know your limits; 
nothing kills the mood quicker than being 
vomited on. 


4) Ladies and gentlemen should always 
have condoms andlor dental dams handy. 
Nothing shows more respect for your partner 
than ensuring everyone's sexual health. 


6) Breath counts. Your partner does not 
want to know Sodexho served fish nuggets 
and onion rings. 


7) Check with your partner before initiat
ing any role play. It might tickle your fancy to 
act out Harry Potter pouncing on Hermione, 
but not everyone might share your view
point. 


8) Use teeth with extreme care. One 
wrong nip and your partner will limp for 
days. 


10) Refrain from calling up friends 
to brag about doing the deed until your 
partner leaves. 


11) It doesn't matter if you' re gay, 
straight, bi, Thai; no means no means no 
means no means no. Respect that word and 
your partner. 


--Lynn Brewer, '04 
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Marigene Arnold's last year 


Chelsea Phelps 
FEATURES EDITOR 


When Professor Marigene 
Arnold came to Kalamawo College 
in 1973, it was just what she was 
looking for. 


"I wanted to wode at a Liberal 
Arts schoo~" said Arnold. "I had gone 
to one myself and I wanted to wode at 
one. I came and interviewed and it was 
love at first sight I love the students, 
I love my colleagues, and I just really 
enjoy the people here." 


But after 32 years, Arnold is 
calling it quits-this year will be her 
last at 'K.' 


"I have two 12-year-olds at 
home, and it is difficult to wode full 
time and raise a family," said Arnold. 
"I believe that those two are at an 
age where they could get in a lot of 
trouble. After retirement, I'm going 
to be a mom." 


Professor Arnold will leave the 
college with many memories, but 
there are two she describes as her 
favorites. 


''Oneofthern was in 1983,atthe 
ISO-year celebration of'I<, '" she said. 
"It was a wonderful day. I sang in a 
quartet at a Nifty One Fifty party in the 
new gym. I wore a platinum blonde 
wig and an evening dress. Mostofmy 
students didn't recognize me. 


"'The other was when we dedi
cated the bell tower. We didn't ever 
have'bells in there and the tower was 
built for it It was a wonderful carnival
like atmosphere with Morris dancers 
and balloons; it was a very festive 
occasion." 


As Professor Arnold wiIlremem
ber 'K' College fondly, her students 
and colleagues will have fond memo
ries of her. 


"Dr. Arnold is te model fuculty 
member when we consider our 
roles as an adviser and mentor. On 
Friday, last, she was awarded the first 
ever Kalamazoo College Advising 
Award," said Acting President Ber
nard Palchick. "In my role as te Vice 
President for CollegeAdvaneement, I 
met with hundreds of alums across the 
country. Dr. Arnold was always men
tioned at these gatherings as a faculty 
member that meant so very muchtp 


them. She was always at the center of 
their fondest memories of the college. 
That is a legacy that can endure far 
beyond her retirement It is the high
est honor former students can bestow 
upon a fuculty member. They hold Or: 
Arnold's wisdom in their minds and 
her passion in their hearts." 


Lauren Bloom, K'07, also 
acknowledges Arnold's passion in 
the classroom. 


"She was a very genuine, pas
sionate teacher. She always kept her 
focus on truly teaching the subject 
She really cared about what we got 
out of the class." 


Amy Fry, K '07, appreciated 
Arnold's personal touch to classes. 


"I always looked forward to 
going to class because she would 
blend course materiaI with facsinat-
ing real Iifu stories." 


Amold'sretirementwasasuprise 
to her collegues. 


"I was very surprised about her 
retirement-it came up so soon," 
said Robert Stauffer, chair of the 
AnthropologylSociologydepartment 
"I was disappointed because we both 
came together in 1973. 


"I respect her enormously as a 
colleague and friend. She has devel
oped courses in areas she is untrained 
in because the department needed 
them as well as teaching her special
ties. She is impossible to replace in 
the way of finding someone who can 
so broadly fulfill the roles that she has 
played. 


"Personally, I will miss her 
wisdom and insights about the college 
and the opportunity to regularly talk 


constitute Kalamazoo College," said 
AnthropologylSociology ProfessorC. 
Kim Cummings. 


"From the most struggling of 
first-year students, to fuculty members 
and staff members all through college, 
to a succession of our presidents, we 
have confided in her, trusting in her 
personal caring, her wisdom, and her 
discretion. She remembers our gradu
ates for decades after they leave us. 
Not surprisingly, Marigene sings the 
Alma Mater by heart, expressing her 
great love for Kalamazoo College." 


Arnold said she intends to stay 
closely connected with the college 
after her retirement and still attend 
Friday chapel. 


Although she plans to remain 
close, Arnold said she would like her 
students and colleagues to remember 
her as "a good utility infielder, a good 
teacher and colleague and someone 
who did a little bit of everything." 


In 1984. Arnold's students 
awarded her the Diebold Award, and 
the fuculty awarded her the Lucasse 
Teaching Lectureship. She spent two 
years living in residence halls as a 
Teacher in Residence, while worlcing 
closely with student development 


She also spent a quarter working 
full time for admissions, was once an 
assistant coach for women's cross 
country, served as a dialect coach in 
the theatre department and was an 
assistant to the Dean of Advising for 
one quarter. Professionally, she has 
published articles on Mexico and a 
paper she co-authored on male strip
pers has been reprinted in a reader 
about human sexuality. 


Chopel Chot . 
Jeanne Hess 


Welcome First Years and welcome back everyone else to this 
new academic year. Our enthusiasm for this place is reflected in 
the joy we see in faces around campus as we see each other for the 
first time. because it's the pecple make the place special. 


As J contemplated the message that I wanted to share as Associ
ate Chaplain with campus, it became very clear to me that if we did 
two things. it would enhance the mood and weU being of all who live 
and study together here. First, if you are at all a spiritual seeker or 
have been raised with religion in your hfe, I would encourage you to 
find a home - a church home or a place where you can practice your 
spirituality. One of the many advantages to doing this is that you 
break the "K Bubble" - that invisible yet pervasive wall around the 
boundaries of campus making us interact with the same people every 
day. If you begin attending a church, there are local people who 
would be happy that you are there to share in their worship. They 
might even invite you over for a dinner or two! Otherlocalstudent 
parishes like Sl. Tom's Catholic Student Parish and the Lutheran 
and Wesleyan student ministnes at WMU have a greater focus on 
student spirituality and activities like retreats and activism. 


Secondly, if you do nothing else for your health, peace or 
well-being, find a way to be quiet on a daily basis. Some may 
practice it as religion with prayer and still otbers may meditate or 
practice silence as a way of caring for their health or dealing with 
stress. Whatever your reasons for silence, unders1and that it is good 
for your health: mind, body and soul. Look for the PE meditation 
class to be corning this winter! 


If you'd like a prayer focus, join Pat Hall from St. Thomas 
More in praying the "Liturgy of the Hours" at noon in Stetson 
Chapel. It is the public Christian service of praise and worship 
consisting of psalms, hymns, prayers, readings from the Fathers of 
the early church and other writings. It lasts until 12:20 and silent 
prayer may follow. 


Have a great quarter, and may you find peace and purpose in 
your time here! 


-Jeanne Hess. Associate Chaplain 


to her about some of the .-______________________________________________________ ~~~~~~~~----, 


dimensions of life at the 
college ouly people who 
have been here a long 
time can understand," 
he said. 


Arnold's personal 
commitment to all 
aspects of life at 'K' will 
be a missed asset to the 
campus. 


"What stands out 
mostto me is Marigene's 
loyalty to the individuals, 
to the programs, and to 
the overall operation that 
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State of the Campus Address 
My fellow students-
Please allow me to welcome 


some of you to our campus for the 
first time and welcome others back 
for another year at Kalamazoo Col
lege. For those of you who don't 
know me, I am Austin Litvak and 
I will be your Student Commission 
President for the upcoming year. I 
will be addressing you throughout the 
year with periodic updates of what 
is happening on campus, beginning 
with a State of the Campus Address 
each quarter. If at any point during 
the year you find yourself having 
questions or comments about some
thing that is happening at Kalamazoo 
College, please feel free to contact 
eithermyse\f(kOlaI04@kzo.edu)or 
another Student Commission Repre
sentative. Anyhow, here is an update 
of what has been going on at "K." 


Library renovations are in full 
swing and are still on schedule to be 
completed by January 2006. Some 
important decisions regarding the 
cafe in the new library have been 
made and information on that issue 
will be forthcoming later this quar
ter. If at any point you need to go to 
Waldo Library at Western Michigan 
University's campus, I have been 
told that there is a Metro bus that 
can pick you up by the Dairy Queen 
on Stadium Drive and take you right 
to Waldo Library for $1.10 each way. 
More information on the library 
can be found on the web at http: 
IIwww.kzoo.eduf1sllibrary. 


During the Library Renovations, 
student space on campus will be lim
ited. The Quad Stop has been relo
cated to the President's Dining Room, 


and numerous Student Organizations 
have had to relocate their meeting 
spaces as well. Student Commission 
is working with the Administration to 
ensure that these organizations have 
the space they need both to meet 
each week and also to have their 
events throughout the year. Any 
suggestions that you might have on 
how to improve student space would 
be greatly appreciated and I would 
encourage you to contact a Student 
Commission member with your 
concerns on this issue. 


At this time, I unfortunately do 
not have any information to share 
with you regarding the search for a 
new President for Kalamazoo Col
lege. Applications are still being 
taken at this time and the process to 
begin narrowing down the candidates 
should begin in the near future. I will 
share more information with you on 
this subject as it comes to me. 


Finally, please allow 
me to take some space to address 
each class specifically. Seniors, our 
time at "K" is running out While I 
know all of us are busy with SIPs, 
Comprehensives, applying for jobs 
and/or graduate schools, I would 
strongly encourage each of you to 
take some time out of your day and 
try to remain involved in our campus 
life. Although we are getting a bit 
of a raw deal regarding the Library, 
as far as we have had to give up our 
space on campus and we won't be 
around to see and use the finished 
project, the school is beginning to 
recognize our sacrifice and thank us 
for it. Recently, I met with Interim 
President Bernard Palchick and he 


has offered to provide free coffee for 
us at the Quad Stop throughout the 
year to both try to improve our last 
year here at "K" and to encourage us 
to stay on campus in order to remain 
involved in campus life. 


Juniors, welcome back for those 
of you not on studying abroad right 
now, and for those that are I hope 
that you are having a blast right now 
in your respective countries. I look 
forward to getting to see each of 
you at WaIdo's on Thursday nights, 
once you are twenty-one of course. 
Sophomores, welcome back for your 
second year on our little campus. I am 
excited to see just how many of you 
have decided to take an active role 
in our campus and I look forward 
to working with all of you this year. 
First years, welcome to Kalamazoo 
College! I hope that you are adapting 
well to the college life, but if you are 
having any problems, don't hesitate 
to talk to an upperclassmen, we've 
been there before and can help you 
out. I strongly encourage all of you to 
take an active role in student life out
side of the classroom, as it is a great 
way to meet other students who have 
the same interests as you. 


I hope that this Address has 
helped to catch everyone up with 
what are the major events going on 
at"K" College right now. Good luck 
with classes and everything else this 
quarter and I look forward to talking 
to you again soon! 


Faithfully submitted, 
Austin Litvak 
Student Commission President 
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Disorientation 2004 
Graham Davis 


STAfF WRITER 


Filing into the Dalton Theatre, 
after a hectic and harried first day 
of school, most students probably 
did not want to hear yet another 
presentation on the K-Plan - a 
presentation seeming very similar 
to those viewed by prospective 
students. However, that is exactly 
how the incoming class of 2008 
spent its first night at Kalamazoo 
College - an inauspicious wel
come, to be sure. 


The focus of our "First Year 
Experience" was "Border Cross
ings". These were emphasized 
with every opportunity, to a mind
numbing degree. The Summer 
Common Reading book, Nowhere 
Man, which focused on a man from 
Eastern Europe searching for iden
tity and purpose, became about a 
student such as myself, from Metro 
Detroit, trying to find identity and 
purpose in the strange wilds of 
Western Michigan. Josef Pronek, 
the main character in the book, 
is worried in some points in the 
novel about being killed; Graham 
Davis, a freshman at Kalamazoo 
College, is worried about finding 
a Starbucks here. Throughout Ori-


entation, our experiences starting 
at K were contrasted with those of 
Pronek, and were used to help us 
to adjust to the rigors of college 
life. Is this really appropriate? Did 
this really help anyone? We were 
told to hold on to the feelings of 
unsettledness, as those same feel
ings would return if we go on for
eign study at some point. I doubt, 
however, that these feelings are 
helped in any way by constantly 
hearing about how normal they 
are. I also doubt that these are 
new feelings for most Kalamazoo 
freshmen. Anyone who has ever 
moved to a new town, started at a 
new high school, played a sport for 
the first time - pretty much, anyone 
who has ever done anything alone, 
has felt essentially the same feel
ings as someone moving to college 
for the first time. And now, with 
cell phones and the Internet, it's 
not like old friends and family are 
unreachable. 


To be fair, a lot of work did 
go in to planning the First Year 
Experience. My criticism is not of 
the planning or the work that went 
behind it, but rather that most of 
the activities serve little point. I 
have no doubt that the intentions of 
the creators of the First Year Expe-


rience were good, and my peer 
leaders were great. Still, activities 
such as peer leader groups really 
serve little point. Of everyone 
I've talked to, few talk about 
all the great things they learned 
with their peer leader groups, or 
about the incredible opportunities 
available under the K-Plan. Most 
students (hopefully) already knew 
about the study abroad program 
going into this college; an exten
sive program focusing on this and 
other "border crossings" really is 
irrelevant at this point in the colle
giate game. It would fit better with 
an admissions program, rather than 
an orientation for students already 
enrolled here. 


At the end of each day of ori
entation, most students seemed to 
only want to go back to their rooms 
and unpack. Rather than build 
friendships, most students only 
isolated themselves. Is this the 
spirit of community we're trying 
to foster in the class of 2008? 


And speaking of community 
spirit, there is a Starbucks in 
Kalamazoo - it's in the D & W 
grocery store at Parkview and 
Oakland. I'll see you there. We 
can talk about our common border 
crossings. 


Library/Interim facility in Hicks 
Continued from page 4. 


Palchick. In 1997, the library 
merged with media services 
and computing, making lack 
of space an even higger prob
lem. Kalamazoo's "Enlight
ened Leadership Campaign," 
which started in July 1999 
with the goal of raising $65 
million, obtained enough 
funds to make the plan of 
renovating the library into 
a reality. 


During the construction, 
the library's materials have 
been dispersed throughout 
the campus, but the main 
library area is in the base
ment of Hicks Center. The 


Stone Room is also available 
for quiet study during all library 
hours. 


The reference section is cur
rently being housed in Hicks, but 
the rest of the accessible part of the 
collection is in Dewing. According 
to Head ofTecbnology Services Paul 
Smithson, students must go online or 
to the library to choose the books they 
would like to check out, then wait two 
hours for those books to become 
available. "So far everything is work
ing well," Smithson said, adding that 
Western Michigan's library is only a 
fifteen-minute walk away. 


Students are attempting to cope 
with the current renovation. Junior 
Helen Son said that she is glad that 


the library is being renovated. 
"The library should be one of 
the most important buildings 
on campus," she said, but she is 
also upset that she will have only 
two quarters in the new building. 
"It kind of stinks that we don't 
have anywhere to go and study 
right now," said freshman Ryan 
Gardner. Senior Jacob Condon 
said, "I think the losses right 
now will be outweighed by the 
gains and befits afforded by the 
new facility," but he is upset that 
he will not be able to enjoy the 
finished library. However, like 
all seniors, Condon can suffer 
through his disappointment 
with unlimited free coffee. 


, 


PINIONS 
PHOTO POll 


What do you think about 
your First-year Experience? 


"I like my Christmas lights in my 
donn and that there's always dessert 
at the caf!" 
--Sarah Shuster-Tucker, '08. 


"I love coIlege, but the hiIls are 
definitely bad, since I hurt my knee 
on LandSea" 
--Kathryn Muir, '08. 


"College is great. I am a little 
stressed, but [ am sure that will 
disappear in the next few weeks." 
--Ashleigh Greg01Y, '08. 


"Kzoo has been an incredible 
experience. There are a plethora 
of opportunities an activities to 
palticipate in. However I still miss 
my family and my girlfriend. Go 
B7!" 
--Dan A It, '08. 


"Class is a pain, but it is nice to be 
away from home." 
--Seth Gold, '08. 


--compiled by Amy Buer 
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Turnovers costly in Hornet's MIAA opener loss 
Roger Garfield 
OPINIONS EDITOR 


proceeded to turn it over three more times in 
the quarter, and a Hope touchdown with 5: 
40 left sealed the deal for the visiting Dutch-


The Kalamazoo College football team lost its MIAA men, who improved their record to 2-2 with 
season opener to Hope College Saturday, Oct. 2, 29-16. The the win. The Hornets fell to 1-3. 
Hornets fought valiantly after trailing by as much as 20 points, Junior quarterback Joe Schwander 
but their comeback bid was thwarted by six turnovers on the led Hope with 262 yards passing and three 
afternoon. touchdowns. His leading receiver, senior 


Down 20-0 early in the third quarter after a Hope 28-yard Jake Schrock, caught five passes for 153 
field goal, the Hornets began to mount their comeback. yards and a touchdown. 


Head coach Van Nickert's offense then used some trickery Kaselitz connected with six different 
to fuel its first scoring drive as junior wide receiver Stanley Hornet receivers on the afternoon, passing 
Peplinski received the ball on a reverse and fired it downfield, for 208 yards with one touchdown and four 
hooking up with junior receiver Jeff Green for a 49-yard interceptions. Sophomore wide receiver 
reception. The Hornets scored one minute later on an II-yard Mike Leifeld caught seven balls for 73 
touchdown pass from sophomore quarterback Tim Kaselitz to yards, while Peplinski and senior receiver 
sophomore running back Mike Benson. James "Woody" Woodfork hauled in five 


Hope's Nate Bamettkicked his third field goal of the day passes apiece. 
with 4:02 left in the quarter to put the Dutchmen up 23-7, but Junior linebacker Jeremy Vanisacker, 
only for a brief ..... ________________ .., in his first full game back from 


moment. injury, led the Hornet defense 
Hornet Toboy earns league honor with 22 tackles, including five 


junior defen- Junior Nick Toboy was selected as and a half for losses, and a 
sive back and the MIAA Special Teams Player of forced fumble. Senior defensive 
return special- the Week for his performance in lineman Pat Davis tallied three 


by Eli Melaas 
Sophomore Quarterback Tim Kaselitz (far right) leads the Hornet passing 
attack. In Saturday'S loss to Hope Kaselitz was 2.3-44 for 2.08 yards with one 
touchdown and four interceptions. 


ist Nick Toboy last weekend's game against Hope. sacks. 
returned the "(Vanisacker) was all over the field," said 
ensuing kickoff Toboy returned a kickoff 90 yards Toboy, who had seven tackles of his own. The 


Kalamazoo hits the gridiron again this Saturday at Wis
consin-Lutheran. 


90 yards for a for a touchdown and also returned Wyandotte, Michigan native cornerback thinks 


Next Saturday, Oct. 16, the Hornets play their annual 
Homecoming game, hosting the Britons from Albion College. 
Kickoff is at I :00 at Angell Field. touchdown, a fumbled snap on Hope's extra- Kalamazoo is on the brink of becoming a good 


cutting the point attempt for a two-point score. football team. 
deficit to nine, "As soon as we 
23-14. can playa complete 


Early in the fourth quarter, the Hornets again found them
selves deep in Hope territory. With just over twelve minutes 
to go, it looked like Benson was about to reach the end zone 
for the second time in the game. However, he lost the ball 
at the 4-yard line and the Dutchmen recovered. Kalamazoo 


game, we're going to be 
good," he explained. "But it 
makes it very difficult to win 
when you tum it over that 
many times." 


Spikers off to great start 
Roger Garfield 


OPINIONS EDITOR 


The Kalamazoo College Women's 
Volleyball team is a force in the MlAA 
thiS year. With a conference record of7-2 
(13-6 ovemll), they are serious contenders 
for the league crown. 


On Saturday, Oct. 2, the Lady 
Hornets defeatcd Olivet 3-0 in front of 
a mucous home crowd at Anderson Ath
letic Center. The tcam was led by senior 
Allny Price, who had 12 kills. Price, 
or'g1l1ally from Mount Prospect, IL, has 
been named MlAA Player of the Week 


twice this season. Despite league losses 
to Calvin and undefeated Alma, Price 
thinks the squad can do some damage 
throughout October, as they will see all 
of their MIAA opponents for the second 
time this season. 


"We're still going to try and win the 
league," she said. "That's our goal." 


The team is excIting to watch. Their 
style features accumte passing and many 
thunderous spikes. Come out and support 
the Lady Hornets this month as they con
tend for an MlAA title. They host Calvin 
on Oct. 19 at 7:00 p.m. and Hope on Oct. 
29 at 7:00 p.m. 


Both soccer teams excelling 
Eli Melaas 


SPORTS EDITOR 


Men's Soccer Grapples Tougb Schedule 
After compiling an exceptional four


teen-win season under first-year head coach 
Tim Hallomn last fall, the Men's Soccer 
team has opened its 2004 campaign with 
a respectable 3-6 record, with two of those 
losses coming to nationally ranked oppo
nents. The Hornets recently lost a closely 
contested match to Calvin, 1-0, and will 
look to capture its first conference champi
onslup since a shared title in 2002. While the 
team graduated several outstanding players, 
mc1uding all-region goaltender Nick Carlin
Voigt.alldAlI-MlAAFirstTeamdefenseman 
Andrew Kemple, Halloran has seen impres
sive play between the pipes from freshman 
newcomer Stefano Crescentini (1.70 GAA, 2 
SOs). On thl! offensive end, :eniormidfielder 
JJ Jansons leads the HomeL~ WIth five POClts, 


while fellow senior midfielder Steve Dendler 
has chipped in four. 


Women's Soccer Cruising 
After failing to claim a victory in its 


first three games, the Women's Soccer team 
has since ignited on a 5-1-1 tear. The Lady 
Hornets, sparked offensively by senior 
nudfielder Joanna Tzennis (six points) and 
junior forwardAliza Caplan (six points), have 
outscored their opponents 124 during a six
game stretch- Freshman goaltender Monisha 
Berkowski (2.00 GAA, 5 SOs) has gained 
valuable experience under first-year head 
coach Stuart Dixon. "We have an incred
ibly talented group this year." explained 
Tzenms. "'I foresee us being a dominant 
team in our league:' The upcoming week 
should be cmcial for the Lady Homets' con
ference championship hopes as they get set 
for a showdo\\<TI with first place St. Mary's 
October 13 at home. 












INSIDE 
ARIGHT ON TIlE 
alMONYEE 
Thea Monyee has 
been travelling the 
country bringing the 
style of Slam Poetry 
to colleges across the 
nation and recently 
visited 'K' to share 
her work. 


RDO YOU KNOW 
_ABOUT CHINA? 


Joe Mansour writes 
about the modest 
amount of knowledge 
most people have 
when it comes to 
China, a country worth 
knowing about. 


mTAKE IN SPORT 
• AT ITS BEST 


Damon's restaurant 
offers both a restau
rant atmosphere as 
well as a separate 
sports bar area that 
particularly appeals 
to college students. 


m HOW COMPLEX 
ItI IS COMPLEX? 


Senior physics major 
Bobby Rohrkemper 
discusses professor 
Peter Erdi's accom
plishments in the field 
as well as his own work 
in a new column on sci
ence and technology. 


Seven students com ete at theater fest 
Kate Boehm 


STAFF WRITER 


Seven Kalamazoo College 
students have been chosen to par
ticipate in the 2004 Region III 
American College Theater Festival 
XXXVI. 


"We are very proud of all 
the students involved, especially 
because we have so many students 
participating in different areas," 
says Ed Menta, Director of Theater 
Arts. 


The seven students will par
ticipate.in four different programs. 


'04, for his perfor
mance In the Festi
val Playhouse pro
duction of A Bright 
Room Called Day. 


Brian Ruby, 
' 04 , and Michael 
Sabourin, '.Q6, have 
been selected to 
participate in the 
Theatrical Design 
Excellence in Set, 
Costume, Lighting 
and Makeup Com
petition for senic 
design. 


Joseph Tracz, 
'04, has been nom
inated for the New 
Playwright's Pro
gram for his play 
Severed Heads. 


Nominated for the Irene Ryan 
Acting Scholarship Competition 
are Taras Berezowsky, '05, for 
his performance in the Festival 
playhouse production of Balm in 
Gilead, Emily Campbell, '04, for 
her performance in the Festival 
Playhouse production of A Bright 
Room Called Day, Kent Chadwick, 
'06, for his performance in the 
Festival Playhouse production 
of Macbeth, and Joeseph Tracz, 


Only six one-act student plays were 
chosen from Region III. 


Nora Hauk, K '04, has been 
selected to participate in the Critic's 
Competition. 


The Kennedy Center Amer-


ican College Theater Festival 
(KCACTF) is a national program 
involving 18,000 college students 
nationwide that has become a major 
force in improving the quality of 
college theater. The program has 


- graphic by Katie Dorman 


developed into a network of over 
600 academic institutions through 
which the best college theater work 
from around the country can be 


See Theater, p.6 
Also See Photo Poll, p.2 


Diversity plans continue through Sledge's sabbatical 
Eli Savit 


NEWS EDITOR 


Dean Danny Sledge will be taking a sab
baticalleave from all of his duties at Kalamazoo 
College for the entire 2004 winter quarter. 
Sledge currently serves as the College's Dean 
of Students and as the Special Assistant to the 
President for Diversity Initiatives. Sledge also 
teaches a freshman seminar each fall; however, 
his winter absence is not expected to affect his 
teaching load. 


Senior Associate Dean of Students Vaughn 
Maatman will act as Dean of Students during 
Sledge's absence. 


The College has opted not to fill Sledge's 
post as Special Assistant for Diversity Issues 
during his sabbatical leave. However, according 
to President Jimmy Jones, "the responsibilities 
for continuing the many diversity issues now 
on-going will proceed without interruption." 


""Dean [Karen] Joshua-Wathal will con-


tinue her work for minority issues, especially 
relating, as she does daily, to our students of 
color," Jones continued. 


Jones said that Joshua-Wathal has taken 
the lead in planning for the College's annual 
Martin Luther King, Jr. day celebration. The 
MLK festivities will proceed as planned 
despite Sledge's absence. 


Jones also cited the contributions of other 
faculty and staff members vis-a-vis diversity 
initiatives, including Provost Mahler's work 
in creating a partnership between Howard 
University and Kalamazoo College. Starting 
next fall , Kalamazoo will hire a recent PhD or 
a PhD candidate from the historically black 
university. In exchange, Howard's graduate 
schools will reserve several slots for "K" 
grads. 


Several other diversity initiatives that 
will continue during Sledge's absence. These 
include the College's relationship with Cass 
Tech high school in Detroit, and "K" students' 
continued involvement tutoring minority 


students, including the "adoption of Woodward 
school for special emphasis." 


Jones also pointed out that Kalamazoo 
College has been a leader in extending benefits 
to a gay and lesbian faculty members: 


""When, in 1997, Kalamazoo College 
passed a change in policy to include benefits 
coverage for domestic partners, we were among 
the first such schools to do so in this area," 
said Jones. "A couple of years ago, we then 
extended the tuition remission benefit to biologi
cal children of partners of our gay and lesbian 
colleagues [and] we were among a very small 
minority of our sister institutions in this part of 
the country. to do so. 


""Dean Sledge is always quite rightly 
reminding us all that diversity has many defini
tions and many faces. Diversity is, like admis
sions and advancement, everyone's 'job' on 
every campus anywhere. We will move forward 
until Dean Sledge returns to his post." 


Attempts to reach Dean Sledge over Winter 
Break were unsuccessful. 







NEWS 
PHOTO OPINION POLL 


Which theater productions are 
you most excited about? 


"I want to see the BFG in the Senior 
Production Series because my friend 
Trent Pancy is in it." 


-- Dan MacDougall K'07 


"I'm most excited for the Senior Pro
duction series and my first role in a 
college production. in Cleansed." 


-- Sarah Fuhrman K'07 


"Monkapult is the best." 


-- Alatt Teller K '07 


"j am really excited for the Frelon 
perfonnance because dance is my life. 
1 think it will be a lot offun and I know 
several people in it." 


-- Colin Allworth K'07 


.. ] can 'I wait to see the musical Hair 
in Spring Quarter. because I love musi
cals" 


-- Brellllan AfcBride K'07 


-- compiled hy Kille Bo<hm dnd Laurel Sucdcm.lIl1l 
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College responds to alcohol 


abuse by stude~r~'O'i'''i," "dio' di,rup"~ "'h,,;o' rel"'d 
Sarah Bath Gale-Barballtb,i to substance use are prohibited." 


COpy EDITOR 


Binge drinking appears to be the norm on college 
campuses, with more than 40 percent of all college 
students nationally admitting to binge drinking in 
the last thirty days. 


In 1997, the Massachusetts Institute of Technol
ogy was sued for negligence by the parents of first 
year student who died following binge drinking at a 
fraternity party. Since, colleges and tmiversities can 
be found legally responsible for the poor decisions 
of their students. Colleges and universities are also 
legally responsible to inform the student body and 
their parents of school policies regarding the abuse of 
alcohol. 


Responding to concern set forth my "K" students, 
last October, Kalamazoo College sent a letter to both 
students and their parents reminding them of the 
college's alcohol policy. 


"If you're under 21, it is illegal for you to consume 
alcohol," said Dean of Students Danny Sledge. If 
you are found to be drinking and are under the age of 
21, on or off campus, the school has a responsibility 
to take action. Not only are "K" students subject to 
"K" honor code, but also to the laws of the city of 
Kalamazoo and the State of Michigan. 


The college alcohol policy states that "persons 
under the age of 21 may not possess or consume 
alcoholic beverages or host drinking in their rooms" 


This year showed "one of the best Homecomings 
in years," according to college President James F. 
Jones, with regards to alcohol. During fall quarter. 
however, six students were taken to the hospital for 
excess alcohol consumption. 


"Overall, drinking may have decreased, but critical 
incidents involving alcohol appear to be increasing. 
This [fall quarter 2003] has been one of the busiest of 
my time here," said Sledge. 


During the 2002-2003 school year, a total of eleven 
students were taking to the'hospital for alcohol. 


"What occurs off campus amongst our students 
is not our business unless they violate local, state, or 
federal law," said Vaughn Maatman, Assistant Dean of 
Students. "Then we reserve the right to decide how 
to respond to the violation." 


The college can only respond to complaints 
that are filed by Kalamazoo residents due to the 
intoxication of "K" college students. If it is found 
that a "K" student who is over 21 and lives off campus 
has been serving alcohol to minors, the college can 
take action if it is deemed fit. However, such action 
is rarely taken. 


The administration urges students to familiarize 
themselves with the Alcohol Policy. The college will 
continue to respond to situations that are potentially 
dangerous to its. student's health and well-being. The 
alcohol policy can be found at www.kzoo.edu/studev/ 
socPollalcohol.html. 


Queer Eye for the 'K' Guy 
Kaleidoscope, KZoo's GLBT Student Organization, is on the lookout for a very special straight, male 
K Student who'd like to star in our very own campus version of Bravo's hit TV show, Queer Eye for the 
Straight Guy. Too much Old Spice, not enough Bed Head? Girlfriends, Gal Pals, Roomates--SUBMIT 
your straight guy to our resident Fab 5, and we'll tum your "Eddie Bauer" into a real "Urban Outfitter"! 
Don't worry, gentlemen: 0 pain, ALL gain, and we guarantee you'll be turning heads on the quad. 
Look for our table at the front of Hicks for more information; we'll be accepting submissions there 
Monday through Wednesday of Third Week (please bring a photo!). Your friends, your girlfriends, and 
your mirror will thank you--and your dorm room will never look so good! 


CRIME BEAT 
**When Secunty was called to 1I0ben on Jan. 2, stalTfound 25() dollars worth of"andalism 111 a student's 
room. Two non-Kalamazoo College students had Visited the Sluuent and apparenlly used darts to put holes 
111 his bedroom wall. RestItutIOn I, being: made by thl' Iwo II1dividuals. 


"Someone broke into the chemistry stockroom on Jan. 6 for reasons unknown. Security found nothing 
missing: however. 100 doll,trs worth of damage was done to the metal key lock. 


**Secuflty IS now II1vohed 111 ,10 investigatIOn on a Violation of a controlleu substance after a student 
overdosed on a drug and was transported to the hospital on Jan. 10. 


-- Compiled by Bndget Scallcn 







January 15, 2004 FEATURES 
RIGHT ON THE MONYEE 


Thea Monyee brings Slam Poetry to campus 
Megan Morrissev 
FEATURE EDITOR 


Thea Monyee, an acclaimed 
ombudswoman of the genre, brought 
Slam Poetry, the spoken word move
ment that is sweeping the nation, to 
Kalamazoo College. 


The modem-day Slam movement 
began in Chicago in the mid-eighties. 
It gained popularity in a variety of 
underground venues where "reading 
battles" were staged. However, it 
was difficult for the Slams to gain 
widespread recognition, as the trend at 
the time was of a more schooled nature, 
focusing on written continuity. 


featured in the Chicago Times, and 
the spoken word genre eventually took 
hold in New York City, where it quickly 
becamc a favorite event in coffee houses 
and jazz clubs. 


Spoken word has taken hold of 
a new generation of poets, giving an 
outlet for voices that might otherwise 
go unheard. 


Thea Monyce hails from Los Ange
les, where she 


stage, Monyee held the audience in rapt 
attention. Her style was electnc as she 
praised love, welcomed motherhood, 
and cautioned against toxic relation
ships. 


While deeply personal. each piece 
struck a chord with the audience, sharply 
highlighting universal human themes. 


Monyee shared her spotlight with 
some of Kalamazoo College's own 


poets, illuminating 
is a regular 
on the Slam 
Poetry scene. 
She has 
appeared on 
HBO's "Def 
Poetry Jam" 
and such live 
shows as 


'The mts are a powerful 
uniting force, they break 
barriers set down by race, 


the talents present 
on campus. At the 
end of her reading, 
Monyee encouraged 
the campus commu
nity to begin hosting 
regular poetry read
ings, with an eye 


HBO's "Light 


class, and belief." 
-- Thea Monyee 


toward unity. 


-- phmo COUf(e~y of www.Aypoet.com 


Despite this, momentum contin
ued to build slowly, as the forerunners 
of the movement began to take it 
more seriously, and the competitions 
enjoyed greater attendance and more 
entrants into competitions. By the 
late 1980s, these matches had been 


as a Feather Fashion Show" and Isaac 
Hayes's "Downtown Comedy." 


"The arts are a 
powerful uniting force, they break bar
riers set down by race, class, and belief," 
Monyee said. 


Thea Monyee 


The 


From the moment she took the 


Files 
Written by 


Anna Maxbauer 


Going with the flow: Ancient fascination rediscovered 
The ancient Greeks were fans of 


female ejaculation. So were Japanese and 
Chinese scholars of sex, as well as the 
authors of the Kama Sutra. Yet somehow 
in recent centuries this phenomenon has 
gained a reputation as the eccentric, 
misunderstood outcast of sex. 


Women's ejaculation works off the 
G spot, the quasi-fabled love button 
posses ed by all women but appreciated 
by few. The G spot is a small (think 
dime-sized) sponge of erectile tissue and 
periurethral glands on the upper ceiling 
of the vaginal canal. When a woman is 
really aroused, the erectile tissue fills 
with blood and becomes more sensitive 
to activity and especially pressure from 


outside sources (i.e., fingers, toys or a penis). 
At approx imately the time of orgasm, muscle 
contractions send all the built-up fluid in the 
periurethral glands out through the urethra 
- hence, ejaculation. 


Lots of sex researchers seem to agree 
that all women ejaculate in varying amounts 
in response to specific types of stimulation. 
Female ejaculation doesn't really serve a 
major role in the reproduction though, and 
most couples don't exactly get excited at 
the prospect of making sex messier. As a 
result, female ejaculate hasn't been studied 
much. 


What it's really made of is anybody's 
guess. Sex researcher Rebecca Chalker, 
author of The Clitoral Truth, found through 


informal experimentation that female ejacu
late, despite coming from the urethra, 
contains almost no urine and is slightly 
different from the usual vaginal secretions 
that come from glands elsewhere in the 
vulva. 


Others have also discovered periurethral 
fluid in post-coital urine, which suggests 
that the gland don't empty out completely 
during sex. 


In theory, most women can ejaculate if 
the G spot action is done right. The G spot's 
close proximity to the urethra explains why 
so many women feel like they have to pee 
during certain sexual activities or positions. 
If you (or your gf) is one of these women, 
encourage her to stick with that feeling and 


relax her muscles if she wants to see 
fireworks. Ladies, it may be easier to 
try it alone first if you're not sure about 
bringing your bflgf into the fray. If you're 
having is ues relaxing, give yourself an 
orgasm or two first before heading to 
deeper waters that way your muscles 
will be relaxed and less likely to interfere 
when you te t out the big guns. 


The big thing to remember when 
attempting female ejaculation is the G 
spot, which is the proverbial gate through 
which all ejaculation bliss flows. G 
spots only function when a girl is really, 
really aroused, so take that foreplay 
seriously. Putting a towel down wouldn't 
hurt either. 
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NRA not to blame for gun misuse 
Katie Dorman 


EDITOR TN CHIEF 


They blame the NRA for 
many of the gun-related prob
lems facing the country today 
-- Oprah Winfrey does . So 
does Colin Quinn. Even Sean 
Connery and NBC. 


Along with a host of celebri
ties and organizations. they 
all have joined the blacklist 
against the National Rifle Asso
ciation that serves to demonstrate 
that people want to thwart influ
ence from the NRA in Congress 


The organization leading 
this, Stop the NRA, is outraged 
by two things. The first outrage 
is the NRA pressuring and using 
their influence on Congress to 
legalize military-style semiau
tomatic weapons, which they 
claim will "put 12 slugs in 
a cop's body in 2 seconds," 
according to their web site, 
www.StoptheNRA.com. Never 
mind an intruder in one's home 
threatening the life of his or her 
family. 


The second beef with the 
NRA is for the NRA's push 
to increase protection of gun 
makers and dealers from lawsuits 
and civil suits even when they 
allegedly put guns in the hands 
of terrorists and criminals. Once 
again, never mind the fact that 


criminals and terrorists groups 
have ways to circumvent laws 
that do their best to prevent them 
from obtaining weapons. 


Organizations such as Stop 
the NRA are trying to thwart 
the NRA because it promulgates 
the ownership and use of guns, 
which they claim is causing all 
of the calamity and tragedy those 
guns on the streets and in the 
homes cause. Chief among these 
are deaths of children from guns 
in the home and deaths of people 
on the streets from people being 
allowed to own guns. 


The NRA, however, is not to 
blame for such things. While, 
yes, they do promote the owner
ship of guns for personal protec
tion and for sport, they in no 
way condone what comes from 
irresponsible use and ownership 
of guns. 


Anyone who takes the time 
to actually look into the NRA 
will quickly realize that they sup
port the use of guns for personal 
protection and sporting activi
ties, such as hunting, which helps 
prevent, among other things, 
deer running in front of your car, 
potentially causing unnecessary 
damage to not only your car, but 
also to you. 


Extensive programs on safe 
gun handling and how to pro
tect children from guns abound 
with support from the NRA. 


Editor in Chief 
Katie Donnan 


~ews Editor 


Ell Sa\ it 
Opinions Editor 


Joe Mansour 


The organization is not simply 
comprised of trigger-happy gun 
owners who think that everyone 
in the land ought to be just as 
enthusiastic as they are about 
owning and using guns. 


Blame ought not be placed 
on the orgaization, as many feel 
it should through efforts like the 
blacklist and draconian advertis
ing campaigns. Realistically, the 
blame rests on people irrespon
sibly and recklessly using guns 
for the wrong purposes. 


As the saying goes, "Guns 
don't kill people. People kill 
people." So why focus on 
an organization that supports 
responsible usage of guns? 
Ought we not focus on the moral 
and ethical reasons to have a gun 
and more over those for using 
one? 


Yes, they are a quick and 
effective way to kill someone, 
hence the reason they're favored 
for home protection over a base
ball bat. So to really prevent 
deaths from guns, the focus of 
all these programs really ought 
to be shifted towards responsible 
gun ownership and trying harder 
to keep guns out of the hands of 
felons and those who intend to 
misuse them. 


Then again, honestly, if 
someone is determined to get 
their hands on a gun, there's 
a good chance that they wI! I 


THE INDEX 


even if they are more difficult 
to obtain. Where there is a will, 
there is a way. 


The laws in this country 
do their best to keep guns 
out of the hands of those who 
should not own guns. The 
government cannot save people 
from themselves, nor regulate 
stupidity or legislate morality in 
its citizens. 


When the NRA comes in and 
tries to gather the responsible 


gun owners in the country 
in pursuit of the responsible 
ownership of guns, they should 
not be blamed for the gun 
problems in the country, nor 
should they be scrutinized for 
lobbying in interest of their 
group. They are interested in 
protecting a constitutional right 
of the citizens and it is wrong 
to blame them for the problems 
that arise from the irresponsible 
use of guns. 


INDEX READER RESPONSE 


This week's topic ... 


AIRPORT SAFETY REGULATIONS 


Are the searches too much? 


PI' (lfsAtf )u.ll~ "u~ t" 't tA."ttllt~ 1 


Should airlines go ahead with 'color coding' 
passengers? 


Send us your opinons by Sunday about the 
elevated security measures being taken in 
airports. Do you believe the searches are too 


much or essential to international security? 
index@kzoo.edu 
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Who cares about China? 


Joe Mal/sour 


OPINIONS EDITOR 


Question: who was the state 
leader to receive a full state visit 
this previous December? Hint: it 
wasn't Jacques Chirac. President 
Bush received the premier of China, 
Wen 1iabao with full ceremony 
including a nineteen gun salute 
and formal review of U.S. troops 
on the South Lawn of the White 
House. 


For a country with far greater 
economic and strategic s ignifi
cance then a France or Spain, I find 
people's knowledge about China 
spartan to be modest. Since Deng 
Xiaoping's consolidation of power 
in 1978, following the death of Mao 
Zedong in 1976, China has been 
on a course of economic reform 
and opening to the outside world. 
You can see the results in the cities 
along China's eastern seaboard that 
I had the opportunity to visit this 
past December. 


After flying into Beij ing, the 
capital and political center of power 
in China from the Ming dynasty to 
the present the first th ing one sees 
is construction cranes everywhere. 
I didn 't have to walk farther then a 
cou'ple of blocks in order to fi nd a 
McDonald 's or a KFC, the fast food 
chain formerly known as Kentucky 
Fried Chicken. In the Forbidden 
City, the heart of old Beij ing, one 
can find a Starbucks coffee shop. 
Apparently the Emperors liked 
their mochas. 


WhIle Beijing may be the 
political heart of mainland Chll1a, 
Shanghai is the economic heart. 
ApprOXImately twenty two per
cent of China's GOP comes from 
Shanghai and lis environs. As Chi
nese cities go Shanghai is relatively 
new, first being established in the 
mid 1800 as a treaty port, open 
for trade with the west. Quickly 
became a thriving metropolis, but 
when the communIsts seIzed power 
in 1949 the cIty stagnated. As 
late as 1980 a Chll1ese hIstOrian 
wrote of Shanghai, "Nothing has 
changed except that the city had 
not been cleancd up for thirty-five 
years." 


During the early 1980s when 
other regions in China were being 
opened to foreign investment , 
Shanghai was not allowed to accept 
outs ide inves tment. The com
munist party leaders at the time 
wanted to keep Shanghai distinct 
from the Special Economic Zones 
like Shenzhen which had been 
opened to fore ign investment. 
They believed that Shanghai would 
demonstrate the superiority of 
pure socialist eco-
nomic devel-
opment. 


The y 
were wrong, 
Deng Xiaop
ing, in his 
memoirs 
published a 
decade later, 
wrote that 
his biggest 
mistake was 
not declar
ing Shang
hai a SEZ 
in the early 
1980s. Tbe 
communi s t 
party finally 
corrected its 
mi sta ke in 
1990, open
ing Shang
hai to out
s ide invest
me nt. In 
li tt le over ten 
years, I 
could see the 
changes all 
around the city. 
The skyline of ShanghaI is littered 
wnh skyscrapers and neon signs. 
From executing a man for being a 
landlord, to dcclaring that to get 
rich IS glorious, the Chinese com
munist party has certamly changed 
its tune. 


If you ever wanted to know 
wllat a modern day boom town 
would look like. visited Shen
zhen. The city sprung up across 
from Hong Kong on the mainland, 
and one can consIder it a massive 
suburb of the island city state. In 
1980, when it was first declared 


a SEZ, it was nothing but a small 
fi shing village surrounded by rice 
paddies. Twenty years later it is 
a city of over six million with the. 
highest per capita income in China. 
Hong Kong businesses moved their 
manufacturing industri es across 
the water to Shenzhen to take 
advantage of the cbeap land and 
labor. What was happening here 
was a microcosm of globalization. 
In the 1970s industry and low 


in the coming years . From this 
massive economic muscle comes 
strategic importance and military 
power. China is already considered 
a great power on the world stage. 
From North Korean to global ter
rorism and nuclear proliferation, 
China has al ready played an impor
tant role and one that is almost 
guaranteed to expand. 


Before becoming too con
fident of China's strides toward 


Map of China 


XINJIANG 
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skilled jobs left the United State 
and moved overseas to places like 
Hong Kong. TaIwan. or Korea. 
However by the 1980s and 90s 
the economIcs of these places 
had developed beyond the export
oriented industries that had fueled 
their early growth and therefore 
thesc industries moved to the main
land. Hong Kong movcd its indus
tnes to Shcnzhen. 


China IS already an cconomic 
giant and with ovcr 1.3 billion 
pcople. even more of global econ
omy is going to depend on China 


modernity, I need to mention some 
of China 's current problcms. There 
arc approxImately 400 million 
urbanites in China. If current 
trends continue and other countries' 
expenenccs offer any illumination. 
which they do, more and more of 
China's rural population will be 
moving to the city. Some basic 
math here, 400 million ubtracted 
from 1.3 billion equals 900 mil
lion people; these 900 million 
people arc mostly farmers work
ing the land in pretty much the 
same manner as their forefathers 


have for the past two thousand 
years . While the government has 
not been able to raise the living 
standards of rural Chinese, they 
have been able to provide them 
with access to cellular phones, and 
increasingly to television and the 
internet. They see what their urban 
counterparts are experiencing and 
they desire it for themselves as 
well. That's a lot of rural farmers 
who are going to want all the com


forts and ben
efits that come 
with modern 
urban society. 
China 's cities 
will have to 
absorb these 
people and 
deal with all of 
the consump
tion and infra
structure prob
lems that go 
along with this 
population 
lIlcrease. 


Ther e' s 
also the issue 
of the 
m inorities in 
C hin a, from 
th e Tibetans 
to the Muslim 
Ughers in the 
northwes te rn 
province of 
Xin j i a ng. 
T here's a lso 
the thorny 
Taiwan ques
tIOn, and let's 
not forget the 


fact that China is still an authori
tarian system that has brutally 
repressed it's people (the Tlanan
men Square massacre) and sti ll 
contmues to stymIe political and 
religious freedom (Falun Gong). 


Perhaps what IS so fascinati ng 
about China is its primed posi
tIon to become the next super 
power. I imagine that WIthin the 
next twenty-five years Ch ina's 
economic and military powcr wi ll 
be able to challenge the UDlted 


tates. Better start learning Man
darin. 
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Damon's offers exciting sports bar setting 


COLUMNIST 


This week I had the pleasure and the craving to take 
in sport at its best. So, in scarch of some monster TV's, I 
packed up my bags and headed for Damon's. 


Wonderfully split in two, Damon's caters to both a 
family style restaurant clientele as well as the sports bar 
aficionados by placing two separate dining rooms under 
one roof. The quieter of the two, what I consider the 
family style section is wonderful for small get togethers 
to talk business, as you don't h.ave to yell above the din 
to be heard. 


market around them. The booths 
arc huge, the portions are large, and 
everything plays on immensity. 


The prices, however, don ' t show 
the same grandiose vision that the 
rest of the environ does. Priced 
moderately, Damon's won't break 
the bank, if in fact you have one. 
Granted, the very budget conscious 
may do better looking elsewhere. 


The menu is more than ade
quate, with vegan conscious faire 
making an appearance. The food is 
quite tasty, with adequate presenta
tion, given that it's a sports bar. 
Since I' m a beefeater, my choice 
steak was prepared to my exact 
specifications, a rarity these days 
(pun intended). The breaded onion 
garnish, kryptonite to a date, adds 
a little pizzazz to the single guy's 
platter. 


The wait staff was particularly 
good, with a conscientious waiter 
who asked my associate and I for -- photo by Katie Dorman 


However, most college folk would probably enjoy the 
sports bar scene, where rowdiness and large groups aren't 
just acceptable, they're practically a way of life. Perched 
above each booth is a little black box with a selector and 
volume control, so that you may choose which larger than 
life screen you wish to experience. 


Damon's is a huge place, and they use that immensity 
to their advantage. In addition to the two dining rooms, 
Damon's also claims a catering service that can meet the 
needs of parties from J 0 to 50,000 people. This may be 
The Index folks, but that that is no typo. Damon's feeds 
off of the needs of large groups, and has created a niche 


our heart's desires. We were met by 
both managers on staff that evening, 
and constantly checked up on. The 
glasses were never on E, and the 


Damon's, located on South Westnedge, serves moderately priced steaks in a 
sport's bar setting. 


waiter wasn't overly pressuring. 
Overall, Damon's is a great place to round up the gang 


and have a hoot and a hollar (yes, I just said hoot and 


hollar) of a good time. Just make sure the sports junkies 
don't have too clear a shot at the Wall of Sportsdom, and 
you may actually even enjoy some conversation. 


Theater/Upcoming shows 
continued from page 1 


displayed and developed .. 


Chapel Chat 
by Jeanne Hess 


but on the conviction that I need it for 
spintual health, If you want to cultivate 
real fellowship, It will mean meeting 
together even when you don't feel like 
it. because you believe it is Important." 
Kalamazoo College, what i~ important 
to you? 


There are eight different regional 
festivals across the nation. Kalamazoo 
College students participate in Region 
Ill, which includes Michigan, Ohio, 
Illinois, Indiana and Wisconsin, The 
regional festival is being held January 
14-17th on the Illinois State University 
campus. 


Kudos to the BSO for their Chapel 
"Inspiration through Reflection" last 
rnday. Those who attended left feeling 
enlightened. uplifted and empowered by 
the same spirit mentioned by nearly every 
speaker. The more we share our stories 
and inspirations, the more connections we 
begin to teel, and the more we all move 
toward b'Teater commul1lty. 


One of many ways to experience 
community here at "K" is through rriday 
Chapel services. It is set within our 
weekly calendar, Fridays at 10:50 a,m .• 
as the one time when no classes shall be 
held, and no meetings should occur. It 
is the one time during the week here at 


"K" when everyone IS invited to gather 
around a smgle purpose, usually sponsored 
by a member or group of members withm 
our community who has put forth time and 
effort toward a greater purpose of cultivating 
commul1lty. 


Ln his book, "The Purpose Omen Life", 
author Rick Warren writes that community 
requires commitment, honesty, humility, 
courtesy, confidentiality and frequency. 


"You must have frequent. regular 
contact with your group in order to build 
genull1e fellowship. RelatIOnships take 
time. We are to develop the habit of meeting 
together." He then goes on to say that 
community "".is not built on convenience, 


In thc next few weeks while we con
tinue to celebrate and reflect upon the 
hfe and teachings of Dr. Mmtin Luther 
King, Chapel on FTiday and Convocation 
on Mon. 19, will again enlighten and 
inspire as well as challenge, As the "K" 
community, our nllSsion calls liS to prepare 
our graduates to better understand, live suc
cessfully within. and provide enlightencd 
leadership to a richly divcrse and increas
ingly complex world. I can see no better 
way than to gather frequently in a commoll 
place around the greater purpose of stretdl
ing our boundaries, celebrating our unique
ness. hearing one another ... and moving 
beyond the rhetoric. 


May peace be with you aIL 


Upcoming this quarter in the theater 
department are five plays in the senior 
performance series, Cleansed (by Sarah 
Kane and directed by Brian Ruby '04), 
Krapp's Last Tape (by Samuel Beckett 
and directed by Matt Pieknik '04), The 
Red Address (by David lves and directed 
by Jack Cardinal '04), The Big Friendly 
Giant (by Ronald Dahl and directed 
by Nora Hauk '04) and The Syringa 
Tree (by Pamela Gien and performed by 
Emily Campbell '04) and many more 
Monkapult shows. 
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Physics professor Erdi expert in cotnplex systems 


Bobby 
Rohrkemper 


COLUMNIST 


The human brain is perhaps the most 
complex and powerful entity known to man. 
Ultimately, we would like to know how 
its electrical impulses could give rise to 
our behavior and thought. Much progress 
has been made over the past century---in 
mapping signal propagation though single 
neurons, discovering characteristic proper
ties of small neural networks, and even 
in identifying specific tasks of the many 
brain regions. 


Still, many seemingly innocent ques
tions are left unanswered. For example: 
How can a physical system, such as the 
brain, lead to self-consciousness? Certainly, 
one could not reasonably argue that today's 
computers are conscious of their actions. 
In this respect, our brains are very special, 
and are by no coincidence one of the best 
examples of a complex system. 


Phenomena with behavior that cannot 
be predicted by simply knowing the initial 
configuration are classified as complex 
systems. Currently, we cannot look at the 
activity of a neuron and accurately predict 
what it will be doing at some exact time 


.in the future. The number of possible 
outcomes is simply too great. 


Furthermore, any small change early 
on can lead to large changes in the future. 
Another name for very sensitive dynamics 
is chaos---a property of many complex 
systems. Short-term weather forecasts 
and even long-term climate predictions 
are extremely di fficult because of this 
sensitivity. 


Well, if some systems are so complex, 
why do we even attempt to understand them 
at all? The answer lies in the similarities 
of these complex systems . Kalamazoo 
College's Dr. Peter Erdi is an international 
expert in complex systems theory, which 
includes methods ranging from the areas of 
social science to mathcmatics to neurosci
ence. lie uses these techniques to 'dentify 
common properties in seemingly unrelated 
phenomena. 


Erdi came from the KFKI Research 
Institute for Particle and Nuclear Physics of 
Thc Hungarian Academy of the Sciences in 
2001, to establish the Center for Complex 


Systems Studies (CCSS)-made possible 
by a generous grant from the Henry R. 
Luce Foundation. 


Erdi's courses include Dynamic Models 
in Social Sciences, Computational Neu
roscience (Spring), and Introduction to 
Complex Systems (Spring). The first treats 
topics such as the propagation of ideas 
and opinions, drug propagation, arms race 
dynamics, and models of combat. As 
demonstrated by a poster in the OU second
floor lounge, each can be modeled in a 
similar manner to natural predator-prey 
relationships. Yet, these simple models 
often lead to far-reaching implications. 
From drug propagation models we can 
estimate the most effective level of law 
enforcement as well as the economic strain 
involved in various methods of control. 


Erdi's main interest lies in the area of 
Computational Neuroscience. "K" students 
are truly privileged in having this course, 
which is normally only available at the 
graduate level. Still, the course is relevant 
to undergraduates of several majors in the 
physical and social sciences. 


I was first drawn to this 
course by my interest in 
applying my computational 
and mathematical skills to 
interdisciplinary problems. 
I like knowing that my 
research may lead to a deeper 
understanding of the human 
condition. My interests 
lead me to arrange my SIP 
research at Erdi's lab in 
Budapest, Hungary. There, I 
created neural network simu
lations for an area of the 
brain important in memory 
formation. Similar research 
may one day lead to therapies 
for Alzheimer's and depres
sion. 


In the Fall , Erdl and 
I traveled to Erice, Sicily, 
where he was a director of 
the International School on 


eural Nets "E.R. Caiani
clio" 8th Course: Computa
tional Neuroscience: Corti
cal Dynamics." I presented 
my research to an audience 
interested in how the brain 
carries out various computa
tional tasks. As a relatively 
small gathering, it wa a 
wonderful experience for 
learning about science in the 


international community. 
Erdi's lecture described the analogy 


between graph theory and neural networks. 
He also gave a more informal talk on the life 
of Jon von Neumann-a famous Hungarian 
mathematician known as the father of the 
modem computer. Von Neumann also made 
contributions to neuroscience in his book 
The Computer and the Brain. In addition 
to the lectures, every meal was a chance for 
scientific discussion. 


The CCSS is an important part of our 
college, which prides itself on interdisciplin
ary study. Although the brain is my favorite 
complex system, other examples are all 
around us-from weather systems to social 
interactions. Complex systems theory 
provides a novel way to approach a number 
of long-standing problems in science. 


The experience I've gained with Profes-' 
sor Erdi has lead me explore other areas of 
research in neuroscience. Currently, for 
Winter quarter, I'm working at Caltech's 
Computation and Neural Systems program 
in the lab of Christof Koch. We're using 


functional brain imaging (fMRI) to explore 
the nature of human visual consciousness. 
While lying in a giant magnet, our subjects 
will view a visual stimulus designed to acti
vate a specific area of the brain, responsible 
for the perception offaces. After scanning, 
we can watch the brain's response. Our 
visual stimulus will use a clever illusion, 
which hides the face for a few seconds, until 
it becomes dramatically apparent. 


I'm interested in exploring the neural 
activity that leads to this sudden change 
in awareness. Statistical analysis of this 
activity during the change may reveal 
which areas of the brain are responsible for 
the conscious perception of a human face. 
You may notice that humans II1stinctively 
look at faces, but do not realize why they 
turned their head until a few moments 
later. 


My research at Cal Tech demonstrates 
how the brain can also be studied in a 
more holistic manner. This is in contrast 
to my previous research, which was at a 
much smaller scale. 


hy Joe TrowC:l-
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New coaches, switntners set high goals for season 


A swimmer adjusts her goggles during an afternoon practice. Photo 
by Kate Boehm 


Retail 


Laurel Steidell/a,," 
STAFF WRITER 


This season, wIth the aid of a 
new coach, the men look forward 
to battling for the conference 
title against Hope College and 
placing among the top 10 teams 
in NCAA. 


The women took 3rd at 
MIAA last year and plan to 
improve their standing there this 
year. 


Kathy Milliken has begun 
her first year as head coach of 
both the men's a nd women's 
swimming/divi ng tea ms. She 
previously worked as an assis
tant coach at Deni son Univer-


slty where she also achieved 
Academic-All-Amencan status. 
The team was unsure of what 
to expect after the men's head 
coach, Bob Kent, retIred at the 
end of last year and Lyn Maurer, 
former women's head coach, 
announced plans to retire this 
year after completing 34 years 
of coaching. Diving coach Ron 
Bramble is continuing with a 12 
year of coaching at "K." 


With her arrival, Milliken 
in troduced a different type of 
training. 


"It's one that puts them in 
more of a chron ic fatigue state, 
even during dua l meet competi
tions. I told them at the begin-
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ning of the year that 1 am training 
them for Championship meets . 


wimmlng fast during the middle 
of the season is fun, but swim
ming fast at the end is what it's 
all about. We lost a couple of 
meets that we could have won 
had we been rested, but given 
the swimmer's performance at 
EMU [Dec. 5-6], I don' t think 
anyone minds it now," Mi ll iken 
said. 


The best competitio ns this 
season wi ll be this Saturday at 
"K" aga inst O li vet at 6 p.m., 
against Calvin on Jan. 24 at 1 
p.m. at "K," and MIAA on Feb. 
19-2 1 at East Grand Rap ids High 
School. 
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BRIEFS 
Students recieve 
Fulbright awards 


Five students from the 
College have won Ful
bright awards for 2004-
2005. The recipients 
(members of the 2004 
class) are: Nora Hauk, 
Brian Wiegandt, Charles 
Allen, Max Cherem and 
Christina Wesche. The 
College ranked 7th of 
the 75 universities listed 
according to the Carnegie 
Classification of Bacca
laureate Colleges. 


K-scope in Detroit 
Kaliedoscope is volun
teering this weekend at 
the Human Rights Cam
paign's yearly dinner gala 
in Detroit. This year's 
theme is "My Big Fat 
Fab Wedding". 


INSIDE 
Check the results of 
Stu Com's on-line presi
dential poll on page 4. 


Know the issues! 
Learn more about 
this year's presidential 
candidates on page 5. 


Life before Kalamazoo 
College is not always 
as conventional as we 
think. Details on page 3. 


Stabenow speaks at inaugural convention 
Eli Savil 


NEWS EDITOR 


in the world," she said. "They understand 
what's at stake at home, and they under


"It's easy to play the cowboy," said Sta
benow, to applause from the crowd. "The 


Despite a last-minute schedule change, 
nearly ISO people poured into Dalton Theatre 
last Wednesday evening to hear Democratic 
Senator Debbie Stabenow speak at the initial 
Kalamazoo College Democratic convention, 
sponsored by the College Democrats. 


Josh Brandt, president of the organization, 
kicked off the convention by announcing that 
"[2004] is undoubtedly one of the most impor
tant elections of our lifetime." 


Nearly every other speaker, including 
Stabenow, echoed Brandt's sentiments. 


"We have a choice of whether to partici
pate, whether to get out and vote, but we don't 
have a choice of whether [this election] affects 
us," said Stabenow, whose speech kicked off 
the evening. "Someday you're going to tell 
your grandchildren, 'I was there in 2004. I was 
there when we took back.our country.'" 


stand what's at stake in 
the future." 


But Stabenow's 
speech was not so much 
about fleshing out Kerry 
and Edwards' platform 
as it was about con
vincing students that a 
change is needed in the 
White House. She noted 
the great strides that 
America made during 
the past century toward 
ending poverty, expand
ing health care and 
serving as a leader to 
the world. Under Bush, 
Stabenow said, many of 
those advances had been 
eroded. 


hard part is to be a real 
leader." 


Stabenow's address 
was followed by short 
speeches from five 
students representing 
fi ve Democratic issues 
encompassing interna
tional affairs, human 
rights, the environment, 
gay and women's issues. 
Like Stabenow, most 
student speakers asked 
the audience to vote for 
John Kerry, but spent the 
bulk of their speeches 
highlighting the Bush 
administration's fail
ures. 


Stabenow repeatedly stressed the impor
tance of participatory democracy and encour
aged students to vote on November 2nd. 
However, she was also quite clear about which 
presidential candidate she wanted students to 
support. 


"We're not just a 
country. We're an idea," 
said Stabenow. "That 
idea is getting lost by 
[those leaders] who 


Josh Brandt, K'05, shakes hands with 
u.s. Senator Debbie Stabenow at the 


Following the stu
dent speeches, religion 
professor Gary Dorrian 
spoke for fifteen min
utes on the disastrous 'K' Democratic convention last week. 


"I know that [fellow senators] John Kerry 
and John Edwards ... understand what's at stake 


shamelessly take our resources and pull us 
backwards on the environment, backwards 
on rights for everybody." 


consequences of the war 
in Iraq and the Bush administration's fractur
ing of international alliances. Echoing a theme 


See Convention on page 4. 


Amnesty International writing letters for human rights 
Chelsea Phelps 
FEATURES EDITOR 


If you have passed by the stu
dent organization tables in Hicks 
Center, you may want to stop and 
take another look. Among the student 
organizations vying for your attention 
is the Ka1amazoo College chapter of 
Amnesty International. 


"Amnesty International is one 
of the most important human rights 
organizations in the world," said 
faculty advisor John Dugas. "It does 
widely respected work gathering facts 
on human rights abuses committed 
around the world and then pressuring 
governments to change their human 
rights practices." 


Relying heavily on the commit
ment of ordinary citizens, Amnesty 
International has some 2 million 
members in over 150 countries around 
the world, said Dugas. 


The organization takes action 
against human rights abuses in 
response to members' letters, said 
co-leader Seerna Jolly K'07. 


"Writing a letter seems passive 
but it's not at all," said Jolly. "If bun
dreds and thousands ofletters are writ
ten then someone will be listening." 


Dugas also agrees that the actions 
of Amnesty are anything but passive. 


"Watching TV programs or read
ing newspaper reports on human rights 
violations and then doing nothing is 
a passive activity," he said "Writing 


letters challenging governments to 
change their human rights practices 
is an active response. 


"Also, letters are often written 
directly to political prisoners simply 
to let them know that other people 
around the world know of their plight 
and provide encouragement to them 
in their time of need" 


Amnesty has a long track record 
of helping individual political prison
ers achieve liberty and of moving 
governments to change their human 
rights practices, Dugas said. In par
ticular, they are working on the crisis 
in Sudan. 


"In Sudan, the Arab militia is 
coming down from the North, raiding, 
killing and raping the black population 


in an effort to rid them from Sudan," 
said co-leader Amanda Pottenger 
K'07. "They are running to Chad for 
safety and the Sudanese government 
is not belping them at all; in fact, there 
is evidence that they are helping the 
militia. We are writing to our own rep
resentatives as well as to the Sudanese 
government This is something thatwe 
really need to focus on." 


This year, Amnesty also hosted 
speaker Harry Wu to speak on campus 
about human rights violations in 
China Pottenger said it is important 
to bring people like Wu to campus in 
order to make people aware of what 
they can do. 


"When Harry Wu spoke, he 
See Letters on page 3. 







N THE 
KATE'S PEOPLE 


Name: D'Angelo Bailey 
Birthday: May 20, 1983. 
Hometown: Chicago, IL. 
Year: Senior. 
Studies: Major in Psychol
ogy. 
Classes: Psychology ofPreju
dice, Poverty and U.S. Public 
Policy and a SIP focusing on 
diversity. 
Activities: Resident Assistant 
in Crissey, President of the 
BSO, coach of the basketball 


team, inactive member of SAC. 


Favorites: 
Rice Kitchen entree: General Tso's. 
Sodexo entree: Bacon, ham, cheese and green onions 


omelette. 
Smell: Rain. 
Texture: Fleece. 
Beatie: Ringo. 
Font: Nintendo. 
Childhood toy: Voltron. 
Dorm room item: Myoven. 
Song: "Zoom" The Commodores. 
Campus spot: I just like being in Hicks, especially the 


President's Lounge and the new snack bar. 
Professors: Robert Grossman, psychology, and Dan 


Lipson, political science. 
Psychological disorder; Turret's Syndrome. 
Political system: democracy wI universal healthcare, 


chi Idcare, and social benefi ts 
Song lyric: "I wish the world were truly happy living 


as one/Oh I'd like to think that someday freedom will come/ 
someday, it will corne" - from The Commodores "Zoom". 


What is your current AIM icon? Buckwheat. 
If you were an animal cracker, what would you be and 
why? Probably a donkey- because I love the donkey in 
Shrek- he's hilarious. 
List three adjectives your friends would use to describe 
you: Funny, outgoing and silly. 
List three adjectives you would use to describe yourself: 
Calm, introverted and serious. 
What are your passions? Justice, education, basketball. 
What brought you to 'K'? The distance from home, the 
intensity of it all. 
What is the best thing you have learned at 'K' outsirle 
of class? To be more open-minded. That would have to 
be it. 
If you could change one thing about the world, what 
would it be? The number of people living in poverty in the 
world. I would uplift the poor from the depths of poverty. 
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A Word from the President 
My fellow students-
Wow, I can't believe its fifth 


week already. Time really does 
fly by when you're studying 
until 3 in the morning each day, 
huh? Please allow me to take 
some of your time to update you 
as to what is going on with your 
Student Commission and the 
Administration this quarter. 


Student Commission has 
been working with the Student 
Organizations on campus to 
develop their web pages before 
the end of the quarter, as we 
will be inviting our alumni to 
take part in most of our StuOrgs 
Winter Quarter. We hope that 
through this plan, alumni can 
find new ways to keep in touch 
with the current student body 
and possibly corne and talk to 
students about their careers, how 
they find ways to continue their 
volunteerism in social organiza
tions after "K," and possibly to 
host internships and/or extern
ships for students to learn more 


Here 's a look at campus 
events in the week ahead : 


TODAY 11 A.M.-1 P.M. & 2: 
30 P.M .-4 P.M., Hicks Lobby 
- registration for Senior 
Road Rally on Nov. 5 (also 
Friday 11-1). 


7 P.M., Anderson Ath
letic Center - Women's Vol
leyball hosts Hope. 


7 P.M., Dewing 103 
- Be-In-The KNOW film 
series presents Hijacking 
Catastrophe. 


S P.M., Dalton Theatre 
(LAC) - Raymond Tanger, 
from the Washington Insti
tute for Near East Policy, 
gives a lecture entitled "Role 
of the UN and NATO in Iraq: 
Implications for American 
Elections. 


FRIDAY 10:50 A.M., Stetson 


about career opportunities which 
are available to them. 


In addition, StuComm is 
in the process of creating a 
"Weekly Poll" of the student 
body on campus, whose results 
will be published weekly in the 
Index, as a way to inform the 
administration on how we feel on 
important campus issues. We will 
then take these results and host 
biweekly " town hall meetings" 
in which we invite members of 
the administration to talk about 
these important student issues 
with us. We hope that through 
these meetings we can foster 
campus communication by help
ing us understand their reasoning 
for the actions they have taken 
and allowing us the opportunity 
to talk to the administration to try 
and find ways to make some of 
their decisions more acceptable 
for us. More information on this 
plan will be forthcoming later 
this quarter. 


At this time, I would like 


HAPPENINGS 
Chapel- Jeanne Hess and others 
lead a discussion on mental 
health, stress, depression and 
what can be done entitled 
"Seeking and Maintaining 
Mental Health." 


4 P.M., Humphrey House 
Lounge - The English Depart
ment's "Works In Prog ress 
Series" features Professor 
Amelia Katanski's latest work. 


9-1 P.M., Old Welles 
- BSO hosts a Halloween 
costume party. Tickets are 
$3 in advance and $4 at the 
door. Costumes are optional 
but encouraged. 


SATURDAY Noon, Mackenzie 
Field - Women's Soccer hosts 
Olivet. 


1 P.M., Angell Field - Foot
ball hosts Olivet. 


2 P.M., Mackenzie Field 
- Men's Soccer hosts Tri-State. 


to announce the results of the 
Student Commission and Index 
Mock Election Vote. We had 
268 students, and even a couple 
of administrators take part in our 
poll. See page 4 for the results. 


Thank you to everyone who 
chose to participate in our polling 
of the campus and be sure to get 
out and vote on November 2nd ! 


Before I conclude my letter 
to all of you, I would like to take 
a second to thank Floyd Johnson, 
who worked in the Quad Stop for 
as long as I have been here, for 
making the Quad Stop such a 
welcome place for students to 
come every evening and get a 
late night snack and relax. Good 
luck in your future endeavors and 
the Quad Stop just won't be the 
same without you here. Thanks 
for everything. 


Faithfully submitted, 
Austin Litvak 
Student Commission President 
2004-05 


WEDNESDAY 3 P.M ., Mack
enzie Field - Men's Soccer 
hosts Hope. 


THURSDAY 4 P.M., Olm
stead Room (LAC) - James 
Langeland, Associate Pro
fessor of Biology, gives the 
2004 Honors Day Lecture 
entitled "Treeth i nki ng 
Through Early Vertebrate 
Evolution." 


S P.M., Dewing 103 
(LAC) - Denise Miller gives a 
multi-genre presentation on 
African-American resistance 
to slavery in Southwestern 
Michigan entitled 'Crossing 
Boundaries: Recreating Cul
turalldentities." 


Next Friday-Sunday is Family 
Weekend - check out a full 
preview of events in next 
week's Index. 
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College can wait: Taking a year off before 'K' 


Erika Jost 
COpy EDITOR 


In March of her senior year in high school, 
Alyssa Brayshaw 'OS placed 40th in the nation 
in vaulting. Not the kind we saw Paul Hamm fly 
off of this swnmer-Brayshaw performed her 
stunts on the back of a real horse. 


"I've done gymnastics since I was little 
and I love horseback riding," the Massachusetts 
native said. "Vaulting was a combination of the 
two: the best of both worlds." 


During the competition, however, Bray
shaw's foot slipped when she was going into 
a handstand, and she fractured her back. She 
had planned to postpone college for a year to 
train, but, because of recurring back pain, she 
still could not make it through her routine come 
August. 


With no plans for college and vaulting no 
longer an option, there was only one logical thing 
for her to do: travel to Afiica. 


"Anything can happen after four years in 
college; you might have a significant other, you'll 
probably have a job," saidAlex Whelwright '08, 
who also took a year ofIbetween high school and 
college to travel. "That could be the only time in 
my life I'll be single and unemployed." 


So, with an org~tion called Teaching in 
Projects Abroad, Brayshaw left for Vaulvatter, 
SouthAfiica in September 2003. The 10 partici
pants in the program were 18 to 42 years old, all 
European and all older than Brayshaw. 


Though their backgrounds were so diverse, 
said she made lasting friendships with the other 
participants. Their disagreements centered on 
the pronunciation of certain household metals 
("aluminum, not aluminium," Brayshaw said). 
Ironically, she only had trouble understanding 
one of the men from 1ondon-everyone else's 


English was fine. 
For three months, the group worked on a 


reserve, cleaning and building fences, testing 
water, tagging birds and tracking a leopard. 


"We slept in these cement buildings on thin 
mattresses," said Brayshaw. "Every morning we 
had to check our shoes for scorpions. And on the 
third day I was there, we came within 
about three feet of a spitting cobra. 
The guides knew what to do and 
everything, but it was really freaky so 
early in the trip." 


As exotic as the countryside was, 
the social climate in South Africa 
became the greater culture clash. 


''When we were building a play
ground for school, a black man was 
there helping," said Brayshaw. "One 
of the leaders invited us into the house 
for cake and refreshments. We all sat 
around the table, using silverware and 
everything, but this man had to sit on 
the floor and was only allowed plastic 
silverware. 


''The health care was horrible too. There 
was a black girl who would walk to school 
with bare feet every day, and once we found 
blood down the road. She had jumped on her 
dad's bed where he had set a machete, so she 
was walking around with a machete through 
her foot-her parents had only wrapped it in a 


said. "Basically, they put us in the raft and said, 
'Go.' We capsized about three times-it was 
really scary." 


Back at home for Christmas, Brayshaw said 
she experienced severe "reverse culture shock." 
While the fresh food was a nice change from the 
canned and processed meals she had been living 


on, she couldn't get used to reporting 
back to her parents about her plans and 
whereabouts. 


"Everything is so much bigger 
here, too," she said. "People, stores, 
space, cars-everything." 


From February to May, Brayshaw 
went abroad with nine other Ameri
can students to Bolivia, Ecuador and 
the Galapagos. They volunteered in 
schools, rain forest conservation and 
an orphanage. 


"Of course, none of us was used 
to any of this, so we told him to come 
eat with us at the table. He was not 
allowed to accept There's just a very 
set mentality there; white can do this, 
blacks can do this." 


-photo courtesy of Alissa Brayshaw 


Alissa Brayshaw, K'04 (right), shown here at a children's camp 
in South Africa, took a year off before college, traveling to 
Africa with a program called Teaching in Projects Abroad. 


On their last day at the orphanage, 
Brayshaw and the other students threw 
a party for the 40 children who lived 
there. The four- to twelve-year-olds 
inhaled the hamburgers and French 
fries and swallowed mayonnaise by 
the spoonful, even smearing it on 
bananas. 


"It was kind of gross, but the kids 
needed some fat on them, I guess," said 
Brayshaw. 


Brayshaw said she noticed the effects of 
Apartheid in the camp that they held for chil
dren. 


"We had to hold two different camps to 
teach them about the environment because black 
and white kids don't go to the same schools," she 
said. "At the white school, they had an eating 
contest one day, but the kids at the black school 
couldn't even imagine that because they would 
never waste food. 


cloth. The group leader knew how to help her, 
but it was so sad." 


Over Thanksgiving, Brayshaw and Anna, 
a 19-year-old from Germany in the group, took 
two weeks to explore southern Afiica. They 
swam at the bottom of a waterfall, snorkeled 
in Turtle Bay and saw animals like hippos and 
giraffes in the wild. 


''We rafted on a level four river, and I'd 
never been white water rafting before," she 


Brayshaw had also planted strawberries 
with the orphans because they had never tasted 
them before. One of the nuns at the orphanage 
later sent a message saying the kids were so 
excited that they ate the strawberries while they 
were still green. 


Come back next week for other 'K' 
student's experiences while taking a year 
off in the continuation of Erika's story. 


Letters/ campus organization fights on for human rights 
Continued from page 1. 


mentioned that one thing people 
could do is to not buy things made 
in China," said Pottenger. "He 
also made people aware of the 10 
Dai camps in China, a specific 
example of human rights abuses 
that people would otherwise not 
be aware of." 


The prisoners for whom 
Amnesty fights are what Pottenger 
calls prisoners of conscience. In 
other words, they have been 
imprisoned for beliefs that United 


States citizens take for granted. 
"How would you like to live 


without rights, to be tortured because 
of your beliefs?" said Pottenger. 
"Here we take our rights for granted; 
we don't realize how important they 
are. We need to help people who don't 
have them get thellL We 'refighting for 
the underdog." 


Jolly agrees that human rights 
affect everyone. 


"Human rights encompass 
everybody. Everyone has something 
that they are passionate about. They 


can find it and help," said Jolly. 
"Amnesty Intemational is not politi
cal. It is a nOll-partisan organization 
for the rights of humans. There are no 
barriers to separate people." 


Amnesty members believe their 
actions are making a difference. 


"Human rights are something 
that I care about" said member Nata
lie Kaftan K'07. "Amnesty is an easy 
way to feel like I'm doing something 
about it and it does help. My actions 
may seem small, but I am taking a 
part in helping people who don't 


have rights." 
The organization also forces 


students to look beyond what is hap
pening in the United States. 


"It is a good way to learn about 
intemational events that are not on the 
news," said member Lauren Bcattie 
K'07. "It is important to be aware 
about what kind of things happen in 
the world beyond the U.S:' 


Dugas said he feels it is important 
for students to be aware of the power 
they have to help in these situations. 


"Beyond the primary reason 


of helping to improve human 
rights around the world. students 
need to know that they are not 
helpless or impotent in the face 
of such crimes." he said. "This 
is an antidote to cymcism and 
can help students to earn a real 
sense of efficacy In their efforts 
to challenge injustices around 
the world." 


Amnesty International meets 
Wednesday evenings at 7pm 
in the Gilmore Dining room. 
Anyone is welcome. 







FEATURES The Index 


Halloween 
in K-town 


Jessica Bard 
ADVERTISING EDITOR 


Looking for some off-campus fun 
this weekend? Here are a few suggestions 
to ensure you won't be stuck in your room 
studying this HaUoween. 


The Kalamazoo Jaycees are hosting 
the "Haunted HaUs of Havoc" from 7 to 
II p.m. October 29-31 at the Kalamazoo 
County Fairgrounds. Proceeds go to 
charity. For more information, visit 
www.hauntedhaUsofhavoc.com. 


The Binder Park Zoo in Battle 
Creek is holding its annual Zoo Boo, and 
although it may be targeted for younger 
audIences, anyone who wants to dress up 
and trick-or-treat amidst glowing pump
kins and festive decorations is sure to have 
a great time. Tickets are $4 this Saturday 
and Sunday from 3 to 8:30 p.m. Visit 
www.binderparkzoo.org for details. 


Two events hosted by Kalamazoo 
Speedway are sure to get you into the 
Halloween spirit. "Psycho Ward 2: The 
Aftermath" is a walk-through event that 
is bound to scare you, and the Haunted 
Hayride isn't as scary but stiU fun. Tick
ets are $8.50 for each event, and more 
information is available at www.kalama 
zoospeedway.com. 


Located a little farther away but 
known as the best, The Haunt is sure to 
tenif'y even the bravest soul. In Grand 
Rapids, this haunted house is open from 
7 to 10 p.m. (get there early to beat 
the crowds), and tickets are $13. Visit 
www.mlive.com for details. 


If you are in the mood for some 
unconventional Halloween fun, check 
out Crawlspace Eviction, a local sketch 
comedy/improv troupe, performing this 
month's theme "Collect Calls from 
the Dead." They will be performing at 
the Whole Art Theatre in downtown 
Kalamazoo October 29-30 at 8 p.m. 
Tickets are $7, but be sure to get there 
early. Call 345-7529 for more informa
tion. 


And for those of you who can't get 
off campus, try renting some classic Hal
loween movies or going trick-or-treating 
through the dorms and the neighborhood. 
Whatever you decide, be sure to have a 
fun and safe Halloween! 


Convention/ senators, students speak 
Continued from page 1. 


touched on by the speakers, Dorrian said 
only Kerry could "reclaim the good will of 
other nations." 


The event closed with speeches from 
convention organizer Sam Sedai and State 
Representative (and Kalamazoo College 
grad) Alexander Lipsey. Though much of 
the convention focused on the presidential 
race, Lipsey introduced Democrat-endorsed 
candidates for judge and prosecutor and 


interrupted by applause. 
Jenny Miller K'04, a 
member of the College 
Democrats, said the 
purpose of the conven
tion was not necessar
ily to change votes but 
rather to get supporters 
involved. 


"The thing I came 
across the most is 


urged stu
dents to 
pay some 
attention to 
local races 
as well. 


POll RESULTS 
that once 
people 
decide who 
they're 
going to 
vote for, 
they drop 
out of the 


Here are the results of the vol-
untary online election poll spon
sored by Student Commision: There 


was little 
doubt as to 
the party 
affiliation of 
the students 
assembled 
in Dalton. 
Eve r y 
speech was 


Kerry: 193 votes 
Bush: 66 votes 
Nader: 5 votes 


Badnarik: 3 votes 
Cobb: 2 votes 


political 
process," 
said Miller. 


Students and faculty alike showed their support of John 
Kerry at last Wednesday's 'K' Democratic convention. From 
left: Sam Sedaei, K'05, Dr. Gary Dorrien, lynn Brewer, K'05, 
Sandra larson, K'05, in the donkey suit, and Josh Brandt, K'05. 


Peroutka: 1 vote 


greeted with a standing ovation and those 
speakers who highlighted the failures of 
the Bush Administration were regularly 


"We think that once you sup
port a party or a candidate, 
you should visibly support 
them in order to get others 
excited as well, thus creating 


with Game 7 of the American League 
Championship Series between the Boston 
Red Sox and the New York Yankees. 
Although many students may have stayed 
home to watch the finale of the epic series, 
Democrats might take it as a positive omen 
that Kerry's beloved Red Sox won the game 
and, with it, a trip to the World Series. 


a rally effect around that party or candi
date. " 


The convention went head-to-head 


This Friday in Chapell! 0:50AM -- set your alarms!!'), we will 
begin a campus wide discussion about the malaise. the depreSSIOn, 
the negativity and apathy that happens here in "n/is Place is Dril'illg 
Me era:;)'! and other thoughts Oil mental health. .. It is a first year 
forum, but I hope that you can all find the time to join US, given 
the urgency of the topic. Two students will present their stories, 
Professor Gail Griffin will share her struggles with depression, and 
the counseling center will speak matter-of-factly about issues sur
rounding our mental health: sleep, substance abuse, depression and 
suicide. It is a discussion whose time has come. 


Another dIscussion whose time has come is the national discus
sion surrounding our election. Our country will go to the polls on 
November 2 to exercise their constitutional right to vote. We will 
vote on matters as weighty as who will be the leader of the free 
world for the next 4 years or how we want to define marriage in our 
state constitution, to the local elections that really affect our lives 
as we live them in this community with polls for judges and state 
representatives. I suppose we could hold a chapel entitled "This 
process is driving me crazy." The part about the process that drives 


me most crazy is the polarization between people as we debate 
the issues. We seem to be choosing an "eIther-or" mentality when 
indeed. the "both-and" inclusive model is much more aligned with 
successful, forward and critical thmklllg assumed to be a vutue 
of a liberal arts education; indeed the ability to flip-flop. One of 
our most important spiritua: tasks IS to realize our connection at a 
greater level to all people, and I believe that this electoral process 
has taken us away from connecting by increasing our fear and 
separation. Indeed, the solutions to all the problems tbat face us 
can be found in dialogue - listening, sharing and understanding in 
a place of non-judgement. 


As we begin the campus wide discussion about depression 
and Its related issues, we will need more compassion, more 
listening. more sharing and more patIence. For those who are 
depres ed and seek healing. it can be found in sharing. For 
those who are not. or have never been depressed, enlighten
ment comes via listening and understanding. So we begin the 
journey past election 2004, but the mission of our campus 
remains to "better understand. live successfully within, and 
provide enlightened leadership to a richly diverse and increas
ingly complex world." Let'5 learn how to dialogue here before 
we go out to enlighten the world! May we continue to be 
involved, passionate agents of change both inside and outside 
the "bubble." 
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What's your issue: A guide to the candidates 


Sara Goldstein and Laura Sayen 
CONTRIBUTORS 


In an attempt to inform the Kalamazoo 
College community about pertinent politi
cal issues, we are presenting the policies 
of the two main presidential candidates, 
President George W. Bush and Senator 
John Kerry. The information is compiled 
from the candidates' respective websites, 
and is presented in as unbiased a fashion 
as possible. We encourage you to educate 
yourselves about the candidates, and to 
get out there and have your voice heard 
on Election Day! 


Education 
Bush plans to provide 


$250 million annually to 
American high schools to 
improve students reading 
and math skills. He will 
also focus on strengthen
ing the Head Start Program, 


promote literacy, expand distribution 
of Healthy Start, Grow Smart booklets, 
engage in faith and community-based 
organizations to help provide parenting 
skills, and also increase minority out
reach programs to improve performances 
in school. 


John Kerry offers better 
pay and training to educa
tors and wants to create a 
National Education Trust 
Fund, which would ensure 
that schools receive proper 
funding. He is also an advo-
cate of the program Schools Open 'Til 
Six, which offers after-school programs 
to 3.5 million children. Kerry is interested 
in establishing a College Opportunity Tax 
Credit, supplying aid to states that main
tain low tuition rates, and paying college 


students to serve America's children and 
help them succeed in school. 


Economy 
Bush promises to pro


mote a simpler tax system, 
open markets for American 
goods around the world, 
lessen our energy depen
dence by meeting needs at 
home, and promote research 


and development in both private and 
public sectors. Bush believes under his 
administration, these actions will build a 
more prosperous, competitive economy to 
provide strength to the American Public 


Kerry aims to cut taxes 
for 98% of Americans and 
99% of businesses in order 
to create jobs here instead 
of overseas. He promises 
to cut the national deficit in 
half in four years, and will 
ensure that Washington stays on a tight 
budget throughout his presidency. Kerry 
will put money toward the budding jobs 
of tomorrow such as creating energy
efficient vehicles, high-grade steel and 
advanced plastics. 


Foreign Affairs 
President Bush plans 


to fight off future threats 
of terrorists through plans 
such as; creating a National 
Intelligence Director, set
ting up a National Coun
ter-terrorism Center, build 


on the USA PATRIOT ACT in order to 
strengthen intelligence, and launch Project 
BioShield, which would fund technology 
for protection against a chemical, nuclear, 
or biological attack. 


Kerry is insistent upon 
creating a global force 
against terrorism, creatlOg 
strong alliances with other 
able nations. Kerry will 
transform the military so 
they are better equipped to 
face modern threats such as terrorism 
and proliferation. He also aims to free 
America from its dependence on oil in 
the Middle East by exploring innovative 
energy sources that are clean and efficient. 
Kerry backs the Fairness Act which would 
reverse the intrusive civil rights policies 
of the past administration. 


Environment 
Bush promises to secure 


passage of the "Clear Skies 
Initiative Act" that will 
reduce power plant emis
sions of dangerous sulfur 
dioxide, nitrogen oxides, and 
mercury by seventy percent. 


Bush also promises to implement pro
grams that will donate $40 billion dollars 
to restore and protect wetlands, conserve 
water, protect habitats, and improve water 
quality near farms and ranches, over the 
course of a decade. Bush also intends to 
promote electricity reliability standards, 
encourage the use of efficient technolo
gies, and encourage conservation. 


Kerry promises to 
reduce the amount of dan
gerous air emissions and 
protect citizens from health 
problems as well as protect 
the planet from increased 
global warming. He plans 
to confront the clean water shortage by 
protecting and restoring water sources. 
Kerry will enact a Conservation Covenant, 
ensuring that public spaces and national 


parks are protected. 


Gay Marriage 
President Bush believes 


that marriage is a sacred 
union that involves a man 
and woman, referri ng to 
it as an "enduring human 
institution." Therefore, Bush 
supports amending the Con


stitution in order to protect marriage as 
between a man and woman. Bush states 
that if the government protects marriage 
under this definition, i.t will serve the 
interests of all. 


John Kerry has a 100% 
approval rating from the 
Human Rights Campaign in 
part because of his support 
of justice for the LGBT com
munity. He acknowledges 
that this community greatly 
contributes to the nation and is deserving 
of equal rights. 


Abortion 
Bush, in his last four 


years, was declared an avid 
supporter of the pro-life 
stance on abortion. He pub
licly signed a ban on partial
birth abortion, and continues 
to embrace these views. 


Kerry supports the right 
to choose and the right to pri
vacy for women in America 
and promises to support 
those who agree with him. 
He aims to close the pay gap 
and make equal pay for equal 
work a reality. Kerry will defend Title IX 
and ensure that women of all ages have 
expanded opportunities. 
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Bernard Palchick: An artist is (acting) president 
Meredith lacina 


PHOTO EDITOR 


Q. Art and Administration are two very 
different careers, how do you balance 
them? A. "The products are very different, 


to the difficulty by giving you caffeine. I'm 
going to charge all the seniors to drink as 
much coffee as they need to have a success-


"I suppose that I have to admit that it is the 
Dean of Library and Information Services, 
my wife and my partner for 35 years. It's 


President Palchick, the Interim President, 
is unofficially the sixteenth and a half presi
dent of Kalamazoo College. In 1996 Palchick 
took a sabbatical from teaching, and was 
called back to become the Acting Provost, 
which then led to a job as the Vice-President 
for College Advancement, and ultimately the 
Acting President of the college. 


Q. How did you become involved with 
campus administration? A. "In 1995-1996 
I was on a sabbatical. I was not on campus 
to defend myself, and they were looking for 
someone to step in as acting provost. I was 
called back to help ... Basically it was my 
background, experience and a real concern 
about the college so that they knew that my 
intent my efforts were genuine." 


but the process is surprisingly 
similar. There is no cookie
cutter solution that can be 
applied to the college and the 
issues it faces no more than 
there is a formulaic solution 
to a painting. Every time you 
touch the surface you're rein
venting." 


- Photo by Meredith Lacina. 


been Lisa. I borrow from 
the wisdom of many people 
when I write speeches or 
make comments but in terms 
of just sheer inspiration it 
comes back to Lisa." 


Q. What do you want your legacy to be? 
A. "Making a choice where I can feel that 
I'm doing the greatest good. And I know 
that sounds very simple in a way. But I 
asked myself 'how can I support the learn
ing process, the individual creativity and 
innovation that each of my colleges (faculty, 
staff, and students) are striving to discover 
themselves?' I've realized that the answer to 
this question is a life long process." 


Q. What will you do next 
year? A. "What I hope to do 
when this transition is complete 
is go back to that sabbatical I 
gave up 10 years ago to be the 
acting provost, re-acquaint 
myself with the creative pro
cess and hopefully go back 
into the art department to teach 
a few courses." 


Q. Why are you giving the 
senior class free coffee? A. 
"It's a gesture of trying to tell 
the seniors that they're appreci-


Acting President Bernard Palchick, pictured with wife Lisa 
and painting "Jimmy's Rose Garden", is a former 'K' Col
lege professor of Art and has held various other titles. 
Several of Palchick's paintings are being shown downtown 
on the Art Hop with other artwork created by 'K' faculty. 


Q. Final words of advice 
to all of the students? A. 
"I suppose it is to really take 
advantage of the college 
and all it has to offer them. 
To really apply themselves 
to the learning process and 
to respond to the academic 
rigor that has been required 
of them with some joy. Trans
gressing the moment to real
ize the energy of it and the 
difficulties, frustration and 
exhaustion that you have to 
rise above - and then things 
become very exciting. This 
is a very exciting campus, 


ated and that we recognize they are having to 
make some adjustments in their senior year. 
I'm feeling very guilty, because it may be the 
hardest of the four years and here I am adding 


ful senior year and in the end I have the great 
pleasure of signing all their diplomas." 


and I just hope that all of 
the students can find that excitement and 
cherish it." 


Q. Who has inspired you the most? A. Next week: Professor Henry Cohen 


THE SEX FILES: WHAT'S YOUR FLAVOR? 
Halloween is coming up this weekend, and every


one knows this holiday revolves around candy and 
sweets. I decided to take a break from candy com and 
lollipops to taste another sort of treat-l conducted a 
taste test of a dozen lube flavors. 


The things [ do for journalism. 
First off, after a few licks of the lubes, I noticed a 


distinct numbing sensation on contact. Upon inspect
ing the package a bit closer, I realized I had picked up 
a "warming" variety. After some trial and error, I have 
come to the conclusion that the only thing that warms 
up after applying the lube is your tongue. It feels more 
like a Novocain shot than anything pleasurable, so I 
don't recommend it. 


On to the actual flavors. 
The variety pack I sampled offered twelve dif


ferent fruit/tropical-inspired flavors. Of course, this 
critique should be taken with a grain of salt, since 
taste is such a subjective thing. But hopefully you'll 


steer clear of the truly grody stuff and not have to punish 
your taste buds. 


My personal favorite came in the form of "Big 
Banana", which doesn't taste I ike banana at all. Rather, 
it's a sweet vanilla blend that doesn't stay too long in 
your mouth. Would I snack on it between classes? Not 
likely. But of all the flavors, this one offended me the 
least, and I found the taste rather pleasant. 


Coconut wasn't bad either. It vaguely reminded me 
of a pina colada. So, if you like pina coladas and getting 
caught in the ram, go with a coconut flavor. 


If you prefer more of a citrus flavor, go for Orange. 
It doesn't taste like orange, but it does remind me of 
some blend of fruit juices. You could also try the tangy 
Lemon Lime variety, which has more lime than lemon 
in it. It won't replace the Sprite syrup in Sodexho's soda 
machine, but it's passable. 


Hot Strawberry surprised me by tasting like cinna
mon, so pick some of that up if you're a Red Hots fan. 


The regular Strawberry tastes like a distilled, manu
factured, strawberry juice, the sort found in Minute 
Maid juices rather than in nature. 


Hot Cherry actually tastes like cherries, but Wild 
Cherry tastes like cherry-flavored medicine. Use cau
tion when choosing a bottle and pay attention to the 
label, since it could make the difference between 
"Not bad" and "Excuse me while I spit." Be careful 
of Grape, since it also tastes like a medicine. 


The last three are Raspberry, Passion Fruit and 
Hot Passion Fruit. Raspberry didn't impress me either 
way, just a tangy generic flavor. Hot Passion Fruit was 
moderately sweet and spicy, but regular Passion Fruit 
tastes spicier than Hot Passion Fruit. 


Have a great Halloween. Get lots of candy, wear 
reflective tape and don't put anything in your mouth 
that isn't wrapped. 


--Lynn Brewer, K·05. 
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Waiting for divine inspiration 
Erika Josl 


COpy EDITOR 


Last Friday morning, a friend of 
mine happened to mention she had an 
empty seat in her van for a weekend trip 
to Chicago. 


With a change of clothes and a tooth
brush, I packed into a green Dodge Cara
van with five other girls and my friend's 
dad, ripping down 1-94 with visions of the 
Magnificent Mile in our eyes and fear of 
the Quad in our hearts. 


Three non-caf meals and way too 
many swipes of my debit card later, 
four ofus were rubber-necking our way 
through Chinatown, wandering into 
whatever gift shop looked shiniest from 
the outside (World Treasures Emporium, 
Mandar-Inn Gifts and the like) in our last 
hours on Sunday afternoon. 


After knocking over one of those 
golden cats that look like they're waving 
and almost tripping a small, Chinese 
woman (who laughed at me, both hands 
over her mouth, when I.apologized), I 
accepted that I, at 5 feet II inches with 
size 10 feet, was not the ideal shopper in 
the narrow aisles. I retired to the street and 
sat down on the curb. 


There was a man on a bench nearby, 
a white man around 40 with a long pony
tail and a large drawing pad resting over 
his knees. It was unseasonably warm for 
Chicago in late October, so he wore a 
grimy white t -shirt, visibly unwashed and 
disintegrating in patches. In his right hand, 
he flourished a pencil, gesturing grandly 
over the white paper in circles and swirls, 
never touching the pad. 


Ten minutes later, the paper was as 
white as when I sat down. 


I must have been staring at him the 
entire time because he looked up from his 
air doodling. ''What do you want?" 


Startled and fumbling for my tongue, 
I asked him what he was doing. 


"Waiting," he answered, returning 
his eyes to the blank page. 


"Waiting for what?" 
His hand started dancing over the 


page again, and I saw the comer of his 
mouth turn up. "Divine inspiration." 


As a student, I know something 
about that Not just from staring at blank 
Word documents atone in the moming or 
wondering what I should speU next with 
A, B, C, and D: aU of the above. Why am 
I a student at all? Am J not simply giving 
that bolt of lightning, that parting in the 


clouds another four years to manifest itself 
and teU me what to do next? 


More so now than ever, I am irritable 
when talk turns to the future. I was the last of 
my friends to decide on a coUege, so you can 
imagine how my head spins when I hear other 
freshmen teUing me about medical school and 
the benefits of running a private practice over 
working in a hospital or something. I must've 
missed that F irst Year Seminar. 


And, of course, there is the school of 
thought that there is no other-worldly inter
vention. That we're aUjust screwed where we 
stand so just do something, as my former c0-


worker would phrase it She's in her thirties, 
has three kids and on a daily basis wonders 
what to do with her life. Such wondering has 
led to careers in sales, optics, physical therapy 
and, potentiaUy, nursing. Is she more or less 
reassuring than the l8-year-old M.D.? 


On my way back to the L, I glanced 
again over the man's shoulder. He was 
sketching a pigeon that was boldly strutting 
around in front ofhim-it wasn't great, but 
it was something. 


I, fortunately, do have four years to 
wave my hand above the canvas and wait 
for celestial guidance. 


Or, ifI'm lucky, some cheeky bird will 
come along. 


FROM THE COUNSELING CENTER 
The Counseling Center at 


UK" is a very busy place. We 
offer free individual and group 
counseling and psychotherapy to 
at least 200 students each year. 
We also do assessments of learn
ing disabilities and substance use 
(for which there are fees), we refer 
to practitioners in the Kalamazoo 
area, and we have a library of self
help materials that students may 
use. Many of those materials can 
also be accessed on our website, 
www.kzoo.edu/counsel. 


The Counseling Center 
is located in Rm. 17 of Hicks 
Center (just west of the Mail Hut) 
and is open from 9a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. To make 
an appointment, please fill out the 
blue intake sheet on the credenza 
in the waiting room and a coun
selor will c~ntact you w~in 24 


hours. 
Students come to the Counseling 


Center with a variety of problems 
- the most frequent concerns are 
depression, anxiety, stress, difficulty 
in a romantic relationship, and learn
ing disabilities. Some concerns can 
be handled in one or two sessions, 
while others take much longer. 


When you first come for coun
seling, we will want you to describe 
what's brought you to us and how you 
understand the problem or concern. 
We may then ask you questions about 
your background and other areas of 
your life to develop a fuller picture of 
you. As counseling proceeds, we will 
work with you to understand further 
your concerns and the feelings that 
accompany them. Sorting through 
thoughts, feelings, and behaviors will 
help you understand yourself better, 
clarify your goals, and work through 


your concerns. 
Confidentiality is strictly main


tained at the Counseling Center. 
Explicit permission must be given 
by the student, usually in the form 
of a signed release of information, 
in order for us to speak with anyone 
about your use of the service. There 
is one exception to this policy of strict 
confidentiality. If we believe that a 
student client is unable to continue 
functioning as a student at UK" or 
a danger to self or others, we are 
ethically and legally bound to inform 
persons who can help reduce the risks 
of harm or dysfunctional behavior. In 
these very serious situations, the stu
dent is informed that such contacts 
must be made. 


Check out the table tents in the 
dining hall announcing the groups we 
will be offering this fall and visit our 
website for further information. 


PINIONS 
PHOTO POLL 


What are you doing 
for Halloween? 


"I am dressing up like a 
nomla1 person, 'cause I 
am crazy already." 
-Arianna Schilldle K'08 


"I am dressing up as a 
dominatrix. Ah, the free
dom of college ... " 
-Maris Toland K'07. 


"I am going to wear a trash 
bag and be Zach from 
Garden State" 
-Kevin Yarbrough K'07. 


"I am going to visit my 
Boo in Chicago" 
-Cirstin Wilson K'08 


"I am going sailing for a 
P.E. credit this weekend." 
-Dall Artuev K'07 


-compiled by Amy Blier 
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'K' Volleyball beats Tri-State; loses to Adrian, Alma 
Roger Garfield 
OPINIONS EDITOR 


mates are able to stir up some of the same 
magic they created two years ago. 


The last few weeks have been a roll
ercoaster ride for the women's volleyball 
team. After winning three games in a row 
early this month, the team dropped three 
of its next four. 


In fact, the Hornets have locked up a 
third place finish in the MIAA. Going into 
Tuesday night's road contest versus league 
powerhouse Alma, the Hornets were 16-10 
overall with a league record of 10-4. 


Anny Price K'05 leads the team in 
kills with 364 on the season. Erica Sovey 
K'06 has 566 assists to lead the setters. 


In 2002, the Hornets were in the hunt 
for the league title, but a talented Alma 
squad dauntingly loomed ahead on the 
schedule. [n the last game of the regular 
season, the Hornets beat Alma, ruining 
the Scots' undefeated league record. The 
team went on to beat Alma again in the 
championship of the league tournament, 
qualifying for the NCAA Regional Cham
pionships. 


On Saturday, the team traveled to 
Adrian to lose 3-2 in a nail-biting 5-
game series. 


Tonight at 7 p.m., the team hosts the 
Hope Flying Dutchmen in its last regular 
season game. 


It lost another tough match to league 
foe Calvin October 19, but managed to 
bounce back the next day and dominate 
the Tri-State Thunder 3-0. 


"We'd love to have as many fans as 
possible," said VanDerZee. VanDerZee said she thinks the team 


can take the same road this year, but it 
won't be easy. -photo courtesy of 'K' Women's Volleyball 


Krissey VanAsperen, K'o6, sets up a team
mate in a match earlier this year. 


"We've been playing well," outside 
hitter Carrie VanDerZee K'05 said. 


Next week, the MIAA Tournament 
begins. VanDerZee, who acts as team 
co-captain with Price and Megan Erskine 
K'05, said she hopes she and her team-


"We're going to have to be more 
focused," she said. "But we can do it." 


'K' Hockey Club begins third season 
Eli Melaas 


SPORTS EDITOR 
Despite a short bench and plenty of 


jet lag, the men's Hornet Hockey Club 
emerged quite optimistic following a 
home and home split with Butler Uni
versity last weekend. 


The tearn's third season of exis
tence began with a satisfying 4-3 victory 
in Indianapolis Friday night. In front of 
a raucous home crowd, the Hornets out
hustled and out-lasted the Bulldogs after 
being down 3-1 midway through the 
second period. 


Butler opened the scoring early 
in the first, before defenseman Alex 
Guppy '07 fired a wrist shot from the 
blue line over the Bulldog goaltender's 
outstretched glove into the net. Down two 
goals with under two minutes remaining 
in the second, the Hornets took advan-


tage of a Butler turnover when forward 
Chris Begeny '08 slipped the puck in 
for his first ever collegiate goal. 


In the third period, the visiting 
Hornets turned on the jets scoring 
two quick goals, including the game 
winner by junior team captain Greg 
Paddison. 


In spite of being out shot 29-25, 
the team played outstanding defen
sively under coaches Jeff Tully and 
Paul Loodeen, not allowing many 
second chance opportunities to the 
Bulldogs. 


"We went down there knowing 
pretty much what to expect," explained 
Paddison. '''The victory gave us a big 
boost of confidence and set a good tone 
to start the season." 


However, success changed hands 
Saturday night when the teams returned 
to Kalamazoo. The Hornets did strike 


Cross Country primed for MIAA championship 


After a two week hiatus, the men's and women's cross country 
teams return to action this Saturday for the MlAA Championship 
meet in Grand Rapids. The race should serve as a mark of progress 
for both squads from the MlAA Jamboree, which took place earlier 
this fall. 


"All ofus have dropped our times significantly and we're geared 
up to improve our position in the conference," stated Eric Wohlford 
'08, who placed 25 th in the men's Jamboree. "Our goal is three run
ners in the top 25." 


While conference juggernauts Hope, Calvin and Albion are the 
sure favorites for both races, Kalamazoo is certainly in the mix for 
fourth. 


first early in the second period, when Eli 
Melaas '08 buried in a one-timer from 
Paddison deep in the Butler zone. The 
team managed to keep the small lead 
going into the third period; yet, car
rying only eight skaters compared to 
sixteen from Butler, exhaustion began 
to set into the Hornets' legs. The Bull
dogs capitalized, scoring three goals 
(including an empty-netter) to salvage 
a 3-1 victory. 


''We gave it our all in the first two 
periods, but we just ran out of gas," 
stated Paddison. "As our legs got tired 
we weren't as physical and Butler took 
it to us." 


The Hornets return to the ice this 
Friday, when they will host national 
powerhouse Hope College. Student 
admission at Twin Star ice arena is two 
dollars, and directions can be found on 
the web at arenarnaps.com. 


Houdek wins honor 


Junior forward Nick 
Houdek has been named 
the conference's Offen
sive Player of the Week 
after tallying the winning 
goal in a 2-1 victory over 
Alma, as well as a goal and 
an assist in a 3-0 win over 
Olivet. Houdek has now 
been honored three times 
in his career. 


Want to be paid to earn a Ph.D. 
in Neuroscience? 


Two doctoral programs are offered at WSU that 
provide interdisciplinary training that will 
prepare you for a research career: 


The CeatIiw & ClInical NeurobIoIogyProgl'ilin 
(CCN) in the School of Medicine offers training 
to students interested in bridging cellular lit 
molecular neurobiology with contemporary 
clinical neuroscience. 
htIp:/ /www.med.wayne.edu/net.r05dence 


The Behavioral & CognltWe Neurosdence Program 
(BCN) in the Department of Psychology offers 
training to students interested in applying 
modern methods to questions of behavior and 
cognition. 
http://www.psych.wayne.edu 


Wayne State faculty perform research at the 
frontiers of modern neuroscience. We offer 
competitive stipends and a stimulating 
environment. We are located in the heart of the 
Detroit Cultural Center and the thriving 
midtown district. 
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Dr. Zar Ni, founder and 
director of the Free Burma 
Coalition, visited 'K' last 
week, garnering support of 
the coalition. 


-page 2-


Student Commission Presi
dent Karen Nave delivers 
her quarterly address to the 
campus. The message this 
quarter -- 'go out and have 
fun.' 


-- page 8-


Greg LaVoy attacks the 
liberal side of the spec
turm, claiming that liberal 
democrats are weak and 
unpredicatble when it 
comes to national defense 
and security. 


-page 4-


Aaron Aupperlee commends 
Supreme Court Justice 
Scalia for proper use of recu
sal in recent court cases. 


-page5-


Ten years ago today the 
music died for another gener
ation as the death of Nirvana 
frontman, Kurt Cobain, was 
made public. He allegedly 
died from a gunshot wound 
to the head at age 27. 


-page 7-
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Pal chick accepts interim presidency 
Kate Boehm 


Index Staff 


Bernard Palchick, interim President of 
Kalamazoo College, wants to be a painter when 
he grows up. 


"It is difficut to find time to work as an artist 
with all my administration duties," said Palchick. 
"I do some wheel throwing and painting as a 
hobby, however." Palchick has always had a 
passion for the arts, and this passion has guided 
his life in many ways. 


This summer, when President Jones leaves 
''K,'' Palchick will leave his position as Vice Presi
dent of College Advancement and take over the 
job of president until a new one is found. 


"It's a very important time for the College, 
because it is on a search for its next president," 
said Palchick. I need to enable this search to go 
on so that the College can look toward its future. 
My job is to make this transition seamless." 


himself through graduate school at the Rhode 
Island Institute ofDesign, graduating in 1971 with 
a Master of Fine Arts in sculpture. Shortlyafter
ward, Palchick began work at "K" as a professor of 
art. Palchick worked in the art department for 25 
years, holding positions as professor, Chair of the 
Art Department and Chair of the Division of Fine 
Arts. He instructed sculpture, drawing, painting, 
ceramics and even Intro to VISual Fundamentals. 


"I think being in art gave me some insight 
into being an instructor," said Palchick. ''Bring
ing teaching into the studio was a natural jump 
forme." 


Palchick views his family as an integral part 
of his life. He has been married to Lisa Palchick, 
"K'''s Director of Information Services for 35 
years. Together, the pair has two children and one 
nine-month-old grandchild. Both of their children 
attended small liberal arts colleges. 


"My family is a very important part of my 
life and of who I am and it extends, because of 
the number of years I've been here, to the college 
family," said Palchick. 


Palchick was born in Chicago and grew up in 
Elkhurst, ll-. He attended York Community High 
and entered Purdue University intending to major 
in engineering. Durnig his early years in college, 
Palchick worked as a breakman for the railroad, 
as a commercial fisherman, and as a designer 
for the Continental Can Company. At the can 
company, he assisted in designs and patents for 
cans such as the Easy Cheese cans. His work for 
the company helped him realize his true passion 
was in the arts, and he changed his major. He 
graduated from Purdue in 1967 with a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts in painting. 


For the last eight years, Palchick has worked 
in campus administration, holding the positions 
of Assistant Provost, Provost and Special Assis
tant to the President for Communications. Since 
1997, Palchick has held the position of Vice 
President of College Advancement, a position he 
has enjoyed. 


- photO courtesy of Office ofCoUege Communicadons 


Current VP for Advancement, Bernard Palchick 
will serve as the Interim President for Kalamazoo 
College following the departure of curent Presi
dent James F. Jones. 


here so much and making sure present and future 
students enjoy their education just as much. I want to 
guard that. That's my job as president, I suppose." 


Through work as a carpenter, Palchick put 


"In my time in college advancement, I've 
learned from hundreds of alumnae how important 
their education here was to them," said Palchick. 
"And that is what I am so excited about-supporting 
those students that have enjoyed their education 


"I look forward to handing this gem over to the 
next president," said Palchick, with a smile. 


The 'K' College gulf: humanities and sciences collide 


Jessie Mannisto 
Index Staff 


With a prospective student in 
tow, a tour leader approaches Dow 
Science Hall. 


"The only time I ever come in 
this building is when I'm giving a 
tour," says the leader with a laugh. 


With this co=ent, the tour 
leader has just revealed something 
significant: there is an academic gulf 
that divides Kalamazoo College. The 
comments of "K" students and fac-


u1ty from many different departments 
suggest that it runs most deeply across 
the parking lot in front of Dow. What 
is it that separates the natural sciences 
from the humanities, the arts, or the 
social sciences? Whichever side of 
the gulf students find themselves on, 
does a "K" education lead them to 
an appreciation of all disciplines, or 
encourage them cling to stereotypes 
of the academic "other''? 


Kate Markiewicz, a senior 
double major in Chemistry and Phys
ics, has a strong opinion regarding the 


value of her majors. As far back as 
she can remember, Markiewicz has 
never thought of doing anything but 
science. As she sits in her dorm room, 
she gestures toward two plastic bags 
sitting in the comer. "I look at those 
bags and see why one is translucent 
and one is transparent. It's just that 
interesting to me," she says. 


Homework for her 400-level 
quantum mechanics class alone takes 
her 12 hours per week. Required 
laboratory sessions add three and a 
half extra hours of class each week, 


as well as ten pages or so each week 
in lab reports. "This makes it, 
coursework-wise, harder than other 
majors," she says. 


She suggests that this workload 
doesn't hold true for non-majors' 
science courses. "I'm unsure of 
how taking Chemistry in Society 
or Environmental Science is any 
different than what we had to do in 
high school," she says. She suggests 
that doing actual scientific laboratory 


See College, p.3 
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What do you think about 
Danny Sledge leaving UK"? 


"From what I understand, often when a 
president leaves, so does the rest of his 
administration, although I think there is 
something more behind this. I'm really 
sad to see him go; he has been a really 
stable part of this campus." 
-- Emil.v Greenman, K'04 


"I think fuhrre students will be missing 
out on someone who really cares about 
the campus and the students." 
-- Lairell Marshall, K '04 


"I think it's unfortunate that he's leaving 
at a time when the president is leaving 
as welL" 
-- Chelsea Phelps, K'07 


"My problem is that his reasons haven't 
really been explained. He was a great 
part of the college; everyone really liked 
him. I want to know why." 
-- Reid Hollowell K'07 


"I think it's sad that the best face this 
campus has in regards to diversity is 
leaving. Also, he is the only admin
istration member I have worked with 
and I am very sad such a caring man is 
leaving." 
-- Kate Evans, K'05 


- compiled by Kale Boehm 


Free Burma founder speaks at 'K' 
Lisa Grove 


Index Staff 


Thursday, April I, Kalamazoo 
College's chapter of Amnesty interna
tional put on an event to gamer support 
for the Free Bunna Coalition (FBC). 
Dr. Zar Ni, the founder of the FBC, 
spoke at the function. Amnesty inter
national was prompted to invite Zar Ni 
to speak by a number of students who 
returned from study abroad in Thai
land, a destination for Burmese refu
gees. Senior Lisa Findley, anAmnesty 
International member, explained that 
many students who study abroad in 
Thailand return very 
passionate about human 
rights in Burma. 


prison for owning an unapproved com
puterwith intemetand fux capabilities. 
Additionally, the Bunnese people are 
subject to arrest and imprisonment for 
not reporting to the police any casual 
visits to one another. Zar Ni related an 
incident from his own life to illustrate 
this restriction. He described how he 
once visited his sick grandmother in 
a nearby city and decided to spend 
the night, dJsregarding the potential 
consequences. Early in the morning, 
he was "literally dragged out of bed" 
by law enforcement officials and 
thrown in jail. 


Zar Ni cited other human rights 


United Kingdom, and the Scandina
vian countries have been very sup
portive of the FBC and its movement 
In 1988 and 1997 the U.S. Congress 
imposed sanctions and pulled the U.S. 
ambassador out of Rangoon. So far, 
major companies (i.e. Pepsi) have 
pulled out of Burma, but despite those 
apparent gains, the sanctions haven't 
been as successful as hoped. Accord
ing to Zar Ni, those sanctions have 
hurt the Burmese people much more 
than the military leaders, and it is time 
to try a dJfferent tactic. Zar N i sees 
compromise as the best option at this 
point. He admitted that compromise 


was difficult for himself 
and his colleagues to deal 


.... with because as activ-
"t ists, they have dedicated 


their lives to this cause, 
are entrenched in their 
stances, and want real 
change immediately. 
He spoke of how they 
are "compelled to do 
this work ... A lot of us 
will never see our par
ents again." In order to 
make progress, it may 
be necessary "to make a 
deal with the devil." 


In his speech, Zar 
Ni gave some back
ground on Burma. The 
British colonized Bunna, 
also known as Myanmar, 
in 1824. Colonization 
lasted for about 120 
years, and in 1948, 
Bunna established its 
independence as a par
liamentary democracy 
system. In 1962, the 
military seized power 
in a coup d' etat and 
has held control of the 
government ever since. 
Bunna now maintains 
longest-running military 
regime in Southeast 
Asia, despite several 
popular uprisings in 


- Courtesy of www.asianweek.com 


Zar Ni, pictured at the University of California, spoke at 
uK" last Thursday. Zar Ni is the founder and director of 
the Free Burma Coalition (FBC). He was invited to speak 
by uK" College's chapter of Amnesty International to gain 
support for the FBC. 


Zar N i also encour
aged all students who 
plan to travel to South
east Asia to visit Burma, 
claiming that it is a safe 
country, and the pres-


1988 that ended in the massacre of 
thousands ofBurmese people and the 
1990 election of Aung San Suu Kyi, 
the National League for Democracy 
(NLD) candidate and the daughter of 
a Burmese general. 


Zar Ni left Bunna before the 
uprisings in 1988 and has since been 
in exile. He is the director of the FBC, 
and a fellow of the Next Generation 
Leadership Program. The FBC is 
the largest internet-based human 
rights campaign. It is dedJcated to 
the democratization of Bunna and a 
subsequent amelioration of the human 
rights violations imposed by the mili
tary government. 


In his speech, Zar Ni cited some 
examples of these violations. Burmese 
citizens can serve up to fifteen years in 


violations in addition to the govern
ment's enforcement of such laws. 
Bunna has forced hard labor, the 
military uses gang rape as a weapon 
of war, and the Burmese army has the 
highest concentration of child soldJers 
of any country. In addJtion, Zar Ni 
claimed that the government is pas
sively encouraging major intellectual 
decline by allowing exam questions 
to be leaked to students by professors 
who are fearful of student unrest. 
Buttressing Zar Ni's claims regarding 
intellectual decline is the fact that only 
a small portion of the Bunnese budget 
is spent on education. The majority of 
money is spent on the military. 


The FBC's main course of action 
against the military regime has been 
th~ encouragement of international 
sanctions. The United States, the 


ence of tourists would 
dJssuade violent military 


oppression of its people. Zar Ni said 
the government would readily avoid 
entanglements with the United States 
or other powerful countries. The mili
tary hard-liners that are ruling Bunna 
are already dealing with pressure from 
the international cornmunity, and while 
they have become more entrenched 
in an effort of self-preservation, they 
reaJize they need to make concessions 
to the NLD, and these small changes, 
according to Zar Ni, will hopefully 
lead to big changes. 


On May 17, Burmese leaders are 
going to hold a constitutional conven
tion. Aung San Suu Kyi, the NLD 
leader who was victorious in the 1990 
electioq., is under ho~e arrest, and 
there if> no indJcation whether she will 
be allowed to attend the convention. 







_Ap_~_IL~8,2_00_4 _______ ~EVVS 3 


College! Mutual respect needed for all disciplines 
continued from page 1 


work would make these courses more worthwhile, or that perhaps 
the department could offer more lOO-level courses that would 
count toward a science major. (Courses like Astronomy or Chem- . 
istry and Society do not count toward the major.) 


Markiewicz says she thinks of disciplines like sociology or 
psychology as being closer to humanities, not sciences. She is 
concerned about the number of female students she sees in these 
disciplines. "Girls take majors that are fluff- English, Soc! Anth, 
Psych-then get married right after school," she says. "It fiustrates 
me that someone could just waddle through their major." 


Senior English major Katie Curtis is familiar with this kind 
of perception. She says she sometimes senses bitterness from 
non-humanities majors, and finds this discouraging. "I'm deeply 
saddened when students tear other departments down to feel better 
about their course work," she says. "I'm taking English because 
I love it. The expectations are extremely high. I don't think the 
kind of students who attend ' 'K'' are looking for blow-offs. Every 
student works equally hard if they care about their major. They 
may have different work-essays, labs, research-but everyone 
works hard on it." 


After graduation, Curtis says she plans to seek a job in 
publishing. She hopes to find an internship for a year, then to go 
to graduate school. "My major helps prepare me for post-grad 
work," she says. "Critical analysis skilJs, rearling and writing, and 
presenting yourself well are part of any job." 


One thing Dault loves about her major is that 
it's so cooperative. "We're not in a competition," she 
says. "All classmates add new insights and strengths
-everyone helps." 


Senior English major Mike Gosack had a 
similar perception of science courses. "I think there 
is more of a spirit of cooperation among the humani
ties," he says. "My experience with the sciences 
indicates that most of the stress seems to come from 
competition." 


Dr. Gail Griffin, English professor and chair of 
the Humanities Division, sees a cultural reason why 
some students find it easier to respect scholarship in 
the sciences than the arts and humanities. "We live 
in a culture that valorizes and values science and 
technology very highly," she says. U.S. culture is 
characterized by its value for "the kind of 'progress' 
represented by science and technology rather than 
the arts, literature, philosophy." 


"My personal belief is that certain people
-women and men-move toward the humanities 
because of the kinds of discussions our classrooms 
generate," she says. "Students feel that their humani
ties classrooms bring them close to what they want to 
understand about life and about the difficult project 
of being human. I think the science majors who are 
not career-driven but are rather drawn to the sciences 
because they love science are after the same thing: 
the kind of learning that brings them close to what 


Senior Alison Dault says she knows many people see her 
major, Soc! Anth, as a "pseudo-science," but she describes her 
work as scientific in its nature and process: the only difference is 
that she studies people, not particles or ecosystems. The core ofher 
discipline is fieldwork, which she says takes at least six or seven 
hours each week, not including travel time. She says fieldwork 
is to her major what labs are to natural science majors. 


they want to know about life." --picture by Kate Boehm 
Senior Mathematics major Aileen Murphy says The Dow Science Center: is it really that separated from the rest of campus? 


"To measure people's belielS and ideas and how they act, you 
have to use yourself as the instrument," she says. "You have to get 
up the courage to interact with people. It's tough the first time." 


It was not some lack of interest or skill in the natural sciences 
that lead Dault to 


that she believes people of all majors are necessary 
for a properly functioning society. "We need math to accompany 
the words we use to communicate the ideas behind the sciences. 
We need English because communication is so important. We 
need philosophy or religion to keep our society moral and just," 
she says. 


Biology professor Dr. Binney Girdler says she does see a 
gulf between the natural sciences, social sci
ences, arts, and humanities at ''K.'' She sees 


Girls take majors 
that are fluff-English, 
Soc/ Anth, Psych-then get 
married right after school. 
It frustrates me that some
one could just waddle 
through their major. 


major in SOC!Anth. , , 
She says she enjoys 
science so much that 
she wanted to take a 
"real" science course 
to fill her natural sci
ence requirement. 
Her advisor was 
shocked. "I didn't 
fit the science pro
file: I'm not com
petitive," she says. 
She sees natural 
science courses as 
extremely competi-


it among students as well as among faculty 
and administration, and finds that very dis
couraging. 


Addressing the common perception 
that non-major science courses are "science 
lite," she says she strives to make sure her 
Environmental Science course deserves no 
such label. "On my course evaluations, there 
are always a few who say the course is not 
challenging enough," she says. "But there are 
also some who say it was extremely difficult 


--Kate Markiewicz 


tive and "achievement oriented." This perception led her to decide 
against taking the course. 


"If I could be sure that the environment would be welcom
ing, in a spirit of the pure joy of learning, and if I could be sure 
I'd get the help I'd need to succeed even as a non-major, I would 
definitely have taken Evolution," she says. "I don't care about 
grades, rea1Iy. It's an environmental thing." 


" for them. If I could teach classes designed 
for each individual student, I would, but that's 
not possible." 


Even in the I OO-level courses for majors, she says, there will 
be some students who feel the course is too easy; the problem 
isn't limited to courses for non-majors. "You can't tell how 
difficult the 1000Ievei non-major courses are if you've never 
taken one," she says. 


Dr. Girdler shares the concern that non-major science 
courses do not have a lab component. '''The time commitment 


is a major issue for both faculty and students," she says. "I think 
that's a shame. General studies shouldn't be satisfied without a 
lab." Still, this does not cripple her class. She says she tries to 
make up for the lack of a lab by including field trips and other 
analytical work in her course. 


Describing herself as a sworn generalist, Dr. Girdler says 
that the best scientists rea1ize their work's place in society, and 
that it's necessary to study things like literature, art, music, sociol
ogy, and economics in order to do so. Similarly, noo,.scientists 
need a background in science to understand environmental 
issues, medicine, and many other things that affect all of us. 
This is why she finds the divide between the sciences and the 
arts and humanities so disheartening. 


It is Dr. Girdler who describes the tour guides she has 
seen bringing prospective students to Dow Science Hall with 
the proud announcement that they otherwise never set foot in 
the building. "It's denigrating, showing the science students 
as 'otherly,'" she says. "It's a problem, laying that gulf out 
there for prospective students. We should all work on campus 
to combat this notion that there is a gulf between [academic 
disciplines]." 


Though most students at ''K'' develop a respect for the 
whole spectrum of academic disciplines, the gulf still persists. 
Ultimately, all members of the KaJamazoo College community, 
no matter what their disciplines, may be surprised by what they 
will discover if they reexamine their perceptions of the academic 
"other." When all students, faculty, and administrators have 
mutual respect for all disciplines, only then will ''K'' be able to 
bridge the academic gulf. 
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Kerry wary of defending America 
Gregory LaVoy 


Opinion Writer 


The most pressing issue in modern 
politics is defense and national security-
period. Polls might suggest that people are 
more concerned about the economy, but it is 
time to be realistic about the threats that our 
nation faces. 


President Bush has shown steady and 
flawless leadership in executing policies 
that will protect American interests, as well 
as national and world security. Critics believe 
that Bush's actions are too harsh or unjusti
fied, but when leaders are faced with issues of 
survival, they must act swiftly and deftly. 


On the opposite end of the political 
spectrum, however, liberal Democrats-led 
by their valiant nominee John F. Kerry-have 
forgotten the horrors of9/11 and are acting in 
political selfishness by attacking a president 
who has shown courage in his attempts to 
protect America. These leaders that act to 
weaken national security and desire larger 
United Nations roles in issues of defense are 
the same individuals that criticize President 
Bush for taking proactive steps against ter
rorism. The campaign season brings out 
the absolute worst in the Democrats, which 
helps demonstrate this year's biggest political 
truism: what is good for America is bad for 
the Democratic Party. 


The mainstream Democratic Party has 
not always been so ambiguous on issues of 
security-there was a time when these issues 
were understood with the full weight they 
deserve. The Democratic Party has evolved 
from leaders who took defense seriously like 
Roosevelt, Truman, and John F. Kennedy, to 
those leaders who are weak on the issues, 
like Clinton, Gore, and now Kerry. The 


Editor in Chief 
Katie Dorman 


News Editor 
Eli Savit 


liberal revo
lution of the 
I 960s and '70s 
has not only 
hijacked the 
Party's lead
ers on issues 
of principles 
and values, 
but also on the 
most important 
issue of our 
time--national 
security. 


As the 


brave soldiers 
still there) 
demonstrates 
my concerns. 


Democrat 
nominee, Kerry 
and his out
landish ideas 
and record 
pose the most 
harmful politi
cal attack on 
security. His 
only defense 
concerning the 
defense of our 
nation seems 
to be some 
reflection about 
his service 
in Vietnam. 
Every Ameri
can should 
be grateful to 
those people 
who risk their 


During 
the 1980s, 
Kerry called 
for a nuclear 
and military 
freeze right as 
Reagan was 
building up 
the military 
and pushing 
the Soviets 
into political 
history. Kerry 
had the gull 
to chastise 
Reagan for 
bombing Libya 
in the '80s 
after Libyan 
terrorists killed 
American ser
vicemen. He 
voted against 
authorization 
for the opera
tions that even
tually drove 
Saddam's 
regime out 
of Kuwait in 
1991. During 


Sen. John Kerry campaigning in Tampa, Florida on March the 1990s, 
8, the eve of the Florida Democratic Primaries. 


lives and serve 
their country, but it is time for Kerry to move 
on. His record after he returned from Viet
nam (well, and after he stopped slandering the 


Kerry advo-
cated weaken


ing the intelligence community though deep 
budget cuts, including a 1.5 billion dollar 
cut, to run from 1995-2000; just think that 


less than a decade later, he has become 
the voice of those people decrying intel
ligence failures! Throughout his career, he 
has voted against funding and researching 
nearly all major weapons programs used by 
the military, everything from cruise missiles, 
to missile defense, to fighter jets. Kerry has 
taken at least a half-dozen positions on what 
should be done with Iraq, including voting 
against essential funding needed to perse
vere. Speaking of terrorist states, Kerry 
stated his opposition to the death penalty 
for terrorists. 


I have no doubt that if Kerry had his 
way, the Pentagon would be one large peace
keeping division of the United Nations; thank 
God that Republicans and Democrats who 
still care about the security of this nation 
have stood up against these outrageous 
notions. America simply cannot afford to 
put somebody with this sloppy record in the 
White House. 


Kerry lacks the backbone to take or 
stick with a politically unpopular position; 
his muddled and contradicting record should 
lead any rational person to question whether 
he has a position on anything! Throughout 
their unprecedented, vicious attacks, how
ever, not a single Democratic leader has 
proposed a concise idea or plan about what 
should be done to ensure national security. 
Sure, they want more "multilateral" coopera
tion, but to what end? 


When I juxtapose Kerry's and Bush's 
records on defense, I cannot imagine one 
reason why close to half of America will push 
a chad next to Kerry's name next November. 
There is no single issue of greater importance 
and urgency than the need to protect innocent 


See Kerry, p.6 
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Recusal refusal: Justice Scalia on target 
Aaron Aupperlee 


Opinion Writer 


In recent months, two court cases 
have brought the United States Supreme 
Court into the media spotlight. In Newdow 
v. United States, the Court must decide 
the fate of the words "under God" in the 
"Pledge of Allegiance." In Sierra Club v. 
Vice President Cheney, the Court revisits 
the application of executive privilege. Two 
cases, different on face, brought together 
by one justice and the question of recu
sal. According to the United States Code, 
"any justice, judge, or magistrate [mag
istrate judge] of the United States shall 
disqualify himself in any proceeding in 
which his impartiality might reasonably 
be questioned." In an attempt at fair and 
unbiased justice, many justices have vol
untarily sat out on cases. Justice Anton 
Scalia's recusal was requested in both 
cases, and his decision is split, 1-1. His 
decision to recuse himself from Newdow v. 
United States but to remain on the bench to 
hear Sierra Club v. Vice President Cheney 
displays the proper application of recusal 
and highlights the consequences to Ameri
can justice. 


President Ronald Reagan nominated 
then District Court Justice Scalia to the 
Supreme Court in 1986. Since then, Scalia 
has been a leading conservative voice on 
the Court, often writing scalding dissents 
for some of the Court's most recent land
mark cases. Scalia dissented on both the 
2000 Stenberg 
v. Carhart 


in Fredericksburg. Which of these actions, 
if any, calls Justice Scalia's impartiality 
into question? 


In Michael A. Newdow's brief to 
the Court, he writes, "[to] be sure, the 
individual judges and justices may be 
assumed to hold fervid religious beliefs. 
However, those beliefs-whatever form 
they take-cannot give the appearance of 
a bias that might interfere with impartial 
legal analysis. Because some of [Scalia's] 
statements and activities have called that 
impartiality into question, recusal by Jus
tice Scalia is indicated." Newdow's call 
for recusal is strong. 


While speaking at an event sponsored 
by the Knights of Columbus, Scalia said 
the Ninth Circuit Court's decision on 
Newdow's case (where "under God" 
was ruled unconstitutional) was based 
on a flawed reading of the Establishment 
Clause. Scalia clearly and publicly con
cluded the decision of a lower court, in 
a case he would likely hear, to be wrong, 
establishing a bias. Newdow cites Scalia's 
allusion to the Ninth Circuit Court's deci
sion and his association with the Knights 
of Columbus as a reason to warrant volun
tary recusal. In fact, Newdow was correct, 
and Justice Scalia decided to sit out the 
Newdow case. 


In January of 2004, a hunting party 
including Justice Scalia and the vice 
president spent time in Louisiana. The 
trip was planned before, but occurred after 
the Supreme Court agreed to hear a case 


in which 
Cheney is 


partial birth " 
abortion case 
and the 2003 Ifit is reasonable to think 


directly 
named . 
The Sierra 
Club peti
tioned the 
Court for 
Scalia ' s 
recusal 
f rom the 


Lawrence v. 
Texas sodomy 
case. Of late, 
a hunting trip 
with Vice 
President 
Cheney and 
a speech at 


that a Supreme Court Justice 
can be bought so cheap, the 
Nation is in deeper trouble 
than I had imagined. case . The 


Sierra Club 
the Fred
ericksburg 
Religious 


--Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia 
argued 
the trip 
called into 
question Freedom 


Monument 
have called 
Scalia's actions into question. Cheney 
is named in one case; the Knights of 
Columbus , the same organization that 
fought to have "under God" inserted in 
the Pledge in 1954, sponsored the speech 


Scalia and raised 
" the impar


tiality of 
ethical concerns of 


influence from Cheney. 
In a rare memorandum concerning his 


recusal in Sierra Club v. Cheney, Scalia 
wrote, "my recusal is required if, by 


reason of the actions described above, my 
'impartiality might reasonably be ques
tioned.' Why would that result follow my 
being in a siz
able group of 
persons, in a 
hunting camp 
with the vice 
president, 
where I never 
hunted with 
him in the 
same blind 
or had other 
opportunity 
for private 
conversa
tion ." Scalia 
concludes 
he will not 
recuse him
self from the 
case involv
ing Vice 
President 
Cheney. 


Justice 
Scalia's 


recusal, the Court operates with only eight 
justices and raises the possibility of a tie. 
A tie reaffirms the decision of the lower 


judgment in 
- photo counesy of wv"Y.'.supre:mecourthisrory.com 


both cases is 
correct. I n Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia 


court and no 
decision is 
reached at 
the Supreme 
Court level. 
Scalia does 
not feel it 
would serve 
the public 
interest for 
justices to 
recuse them
selves out of 
an excess of 
caution, and 
he states, 
"Even one 
unneces
sary recusal 
impairs the 
functioning 
of the Court." 
Also, the 
Sierra Club 
justified its 
peti tion for 
recusal on the 
opinion of the 


Newdow v. 
United States, 
the facts of the situation clearly called 
impartiality into question. Scaii~, without 
a doubt, passed judgment on a case that 
would go before the C01;U In Sierra Club 
v. Vice President Cheney, the facts of the 
situation do not clearly call impartiality 
into questiC1!l. Whih: both the Sierra Club 
and Judicial Watch are bringing the case 
before the Court, only the Sierra Club 
reque~ted Scalia's recusal. Judicial Watch 
instead released a statement saying it did 
not believe the presently known facts in 
the case warranted recusal. Justices also 
recuse themselves when an acquaintance's 
personal fortune or freedom is at risk in 
the case. This is not the issue in Sierra 
Club v. Vice President Cheney . Scalia 
acknowledges the possibility of negative 
political fallout from the case, but political 
consequences are not the Court's concern. 
Otherwise, no harm to Cheney's integrity 
will result from the case; it is merely about 
discovery-not ethics. 


Scalia's memorandum on recusal does 
more than reach a decision; it provides 
valuable commentary on the consequences 
of recusal in this case. In the event of a 


press. Scalia 
cautions, 


"Recusing in the face of such charges 
would give elements of the press a veto 
over the participation of any justices." The 
Supreme Court was created to be above the 
partisan squabbles of politics and allowing 
the press to decide when recusal is neces
sary destroys that protection. 


Scalia's decision not to recuse himself 
in the case of Sierra Club v. Vice Presi-
dent Cheney is the appropriate decision. 
Such a recusal would impact the case at 
hand and the legitimacy of the Supreme 
Court as a body. Scalia's decision not only 
applied to the case, but it also took a stand 
to denounce movements that attempt to 
hijack courts and use them to pursue an • 
unjust agenda . Scalia is protecting the 
Constitution by staying on the bench . 
His concern is not for Vice President 
Cheney, but for the nation; Scalia closes 
his memorandum with, "If it is reasonable 
to think that a Supreme Court Justice can 
be bought so cheap, the Nation is in deeper 
trouble than I had imagined." 


Scalia ' s memorandum can be read 
at: http://news.findlaw/comlhdocs/docs/ 
scotus/chny31 804jsmem.pdf 
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The Files 
Written by 


Anna Maxbauer 


~~ 


Keep it flowing: water and your sex life 
When you think about it, sex really 


isn't possible without water. Liquids of 
varying sorts flow from both guys and girls 
during the sexual arousal cycle, effectively 
qualifying water as the proverbial rug that 
ties the sexual room together. 


impact on the taste and smell of your nether 
regions - a hydrated body is able to elimi
nate wastes and dilute the concentration of 
yucky-smelling toxins on your skin and in 


addition to being heinously uncomfortable, 
will also curb your sexual privileges for at 
least a few days. If you ever think you feel 
a yeast infection coming on (clue: itching 


various glands, 
ducts and 
pores. Though 
upping one ' s 
intake of cer
tain foods (i.e. 
fruit) can help 
improve con
ditions down 
below, drink
ing more water 
is probably the 
best way to 
keep clean (and 
keep your part
ner happy). 


Ladies 
especially 


Liquids of varying sorts 
flow from both guys and 
girls during the sexual 
arousal cycle, effectively 
qualifying water as the 
proverbial rug that ties the 
sexual room together. 


-- Anna Maxballer 


like whoa) , 
you might be . 
able to stop 
it earl y by 
drinking lots 
and lots of 
water. 


So how 
much water do 
guys and girls 
need to drink? 
Most experts 
agree that 
about eight 
eight-ounce 
glasses a day 
is enough to 
keep your 


Women also tend to expel a lot more liquid 
than men during sex or masturbation, so 
ladies should be especially vigilant about 
keeping up on their water intake. 


Of course, drinking water all day 
won ' t do much for you if you ' ve got a 
raging caffeine addiction or drink a lot 
of alcohol. Alcohol takes a lot of energy 
to process in your body and will purge 
your liquid reserves just as fast as caf
feine will (red bull and vodka drinkers, 
watch out). Though water doesn ' t have 
to be a complete buzzkill, drinking some 
alongside your beer/drink/shot will soften 
the blow of intoxication and help you hold 
it together after the party, when it might 
count. 


To appreciate water's role in sex, you 
have to understand how it affects your 
body as a whole. Your body is anywhere 
from 55 to 75 percent water, depending on 
the lifestyle you maintain and the type of 
build you have. Hydration is necessary for 
just about anything important to happen in 
the body and is critical in keeping all of 
one's cells functioning correctly. Drink
ing more water is believed to improve just 
about everything, from energy to coordina
tion to concentration to menstrual cramps. 
Obviously, energy and coordination (not 
to mention concentration) are important 
in the sack, so if you want to be in peak 
form, take your body's need for water 
seriously. 


A person's water deficit is most severe 
in the morning because of the night's 
extended period of no liquid intake. If 
you've ever partaken in morning sex, 
you've probably noticed that things don't 
function quite the way they do at other 
times of the day. Water also has a big 


should make note of water's role in vaginal 
health. Though places like the vagina are 
talented enough to take care of themselves, 
its important self-cleaning mechanism 
won't work properly if it doesn't have 
enough water handy to flush itself out. 
Chronic dehydration can also leave you 
vulnerable to yeast infections, which, in 


engine running, but some people need a bit 
more. If you work out a lot or are particu
larly prone to sweating, drink at least 10 or 
11 glasses a day (approximately two and a 
halfNalgenes, if you think in those terms). 
Masturbating and/or having sex often is 
also an easy way to lose a lot of fluid 
during the day, so re-hydrate accordingly. 


If you don't like water or can't manage 
eight glasses a day, don't fret. Juice, milk, 
and most diet drinks are tasty sources for 
fluids and nutrients, and most fruits are 
loaded with water as well. If you're behind 
on your water intake, remember that lubri
cants like Astroglide or KY are probably 
the fastest and easiest way out of a sticky 
situation. Though you should keep up on 
drinking water for the sake of your body 
in general, understanding water's role in 
sex might motivate you to drink it a little 
more often. 


Kerry! national defense 
continued from page 4 


Americans' safety, and George Bush possesses and has demonstrated 
the moral clarity and political courage to do what is needed. 


The principles of the modem mainstream Democrats highlight 
a major concern in America: the inability of people to see the bigger 
picture and look beyond the short-term costs in issues of defense 
and the War on Terror. Not all Democrats fall into this trap; leaders 
like former New York City Mayor Ed Koch (someone from the far 
left of the party) or Senator Zell Miller recognize the importance 
of building and maintaining a strong military, intelligence com
munity, and defense structures. However, the mainstream, liberal 
epicenter of the Party-the epitome of which is John Kerry-fails 
to recognize the importance of supporting and funding a strong 
national defense. 


ASA promotes Asian culture awareness 
Laurel 5tiedemann 


Index Staff 


The Asian-American Stu
dent Organization (ASA) will 
host the annual Asiafest on 
Saturday, April 24. 


Admission is $2, and the 
event carries LAC status. 


The event will showcase 
Asian culture through several 
dances, a fashion show, and a 
slide show. 


ASA members will pres
ent Turkish, Indian, Polyne
sian, and many other forms of 


Asian dance. 
Asiafest will be held in 


Dalton Theater in the Light Fine 
Arts Building at 8p.m. and is 
expected to last approximately 
two hours. 


The slideshow is an accumu
lation of ASA members' personal 
pictures from Asian countries. 


Asiafest was started as "a fun 
and unique way to educate people 
about Asian culture," said Emily 
Scott, a member of ASA, in a 
prepared statement. "Personally, I 
think it's a great way to showcase 
some great talent we have in ASA 


and on this campus." 
Planning for Asiafest began 


at the beginning of winter quar
ter. The dancers have been cho
reographing and rehearsing for 
several weeks. 


Scott's statement went on 
to say, "It's important to hold 
this event to show people what 
Asian culture is about. Its more 
than just Kung Pao chicken and 
Jackie Chan action flicks. While 
food and film are important 
aspects, there's a rich culture 
and tradition in every Asian 
country." 
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Kurt Cobain: the ghost of grunge 
Kent Kimes 


Knight Ridder Newspapers 


He was anointed as a voice for 
a generation. 


His band turned the music 
world upside down practically on 
the strength of one song -- nothing 
short of a revolution. 


Then, like a flash, he was 
gone. 


For many Generation Xers, 
it's hard to believe that Monday 
marked a decade since Kurt 
Cobain, leader of alternative rock 
band Nirvana, left us. Investigators 
think Cobain died April 5, 1994, 
of a gunshot wound to the head, 
but his body wasn't discovered 
and his passing made public until 
April 8, 1994.Like the plane crash 
that claimed Buddy Holly, Ritchie 
Valens and The Big Bopper at the 
close of the 1950s, April 8, 1994, 
was the day the music died for 
another generation. 


"Kurt's death cut the ground 
out from under an entire generation 
that was looking for a standard
bearer and felt, rightly or wrongly, 
that they had found one in him," 
said Phil Fox, lead singer and main 
songwriter for Myrtle Beach, S.C., 
rock band Wicked Gift. 


"He's a legend," said Dobson, 
who was 9 when Cobain died but 
cites him as one of her main influ
ences. "I'm sure he's going to live 
on for 10 more years, then 10 more 
years and beyond." 


In a recent issue of Rolling 
Stone magazine, Nirvana ranks as 
the 27th greatest-ever rock 'n' roll 
act, scoring above such luminar
ies at The Who, The Clash, Prince, 
Michael Jackson and Madonna. 


Cobain was 27 when he 
died. 


After he suffered a series of 
episodes, including a drug-induced 
coma, Cobain's mother filed a 
missing persons report on April 4, 
1994. Four days later, an electri
cian hired to install a burglar alarm 
at Cobain's apartment found him 
dead, with a suicide note next to 
him quoting the famous line from 
Neil Young's "My, My, Hey. Hey 
(Out of the Blue)" -- " It's better to 
bum out than fade away." 


he said. "I thought it was fabri
cated. " 


Corey Taylor, 30, lead singer 
of popular heavy metal outfit Slip
knot, said he heard of Cobain's 
death on the radio and immediately 
turned on MTV. 


"We just sat there stunned and 
thought, what's going to happen 
now?" said Taylor, who, wh ile 
growing up in Iowa, counted Nir
vana as one of his favorite bands. 
"He (Cobain) sang everything 
like his heart was bleeding. It was 
a serious loss, but inspired artists 
to do their own thing." 


Myrtle Beach musician 
Patrick Best is certain Cobain's 
legacy, in line with rockers who 
died young such as Jimi Hendrix 
and Jim Morrison, will continue to 
influence future legions of music 
lovers. 


This week marks the tenth anniversary of the death of early 1990s music 
legend Kurt Cobain. He served as lead singer of the group Nirvana, 
which in its time lead the music industry with some of the most innova
tive and chart-topping music. 


Despite Cobain's death and 
the dissolution of Nirvana, the 
influential Seattle trio's music 
lives on and is being discovered 
by a new generation, such as 
Canadian singer-songwriter Fefe 
Dobson, 19. 


" Whatever ' Teen Spirit' 
smelled like, it smelled bad that 
day," said Jeff Roberts, manag
ing partner of the now-defunct 
Sounds Familiar record store in 
Myrtle Beach. "His death had a 
huge impact on a generation of 
kids that hadn't seen any of its 
icons die. It hit 'em right between 
the eyes." Best remembers hear
ing the news whIle sitting in the 
cafeteria at Conway High School 
in Conway, S.C., and he dismissed 
it as teen gossip. 


"I didn't grasp it at first," 


"He gave people a reason to 
questton society and their own 
lives again," Best said. "He gave 
the unwanted, outcast, the tndif
ferent, the weak, the eccentric, 
a way out -- a place to go -- to 
feel accepted and lay down their 
emotions and take a stand and 
gave them an outlet of expres
sion, whether it be to start a band 
or just become a deeper listener. 
Kurt gave his audience what they 
needed at that time: hope for some
thing better." 


Meanwhile, Cobain's ghost 
still haunts an industry that's 


See Cobain, p.B 


Songs are being showcased on network tv shows, but at what cost? 
Eric R. Danton 


The Hartford Courant 


Indie bands achieving pop-cultural promi
nence are no longer doing it through radio. 
They're doing it on network television. 


The Flaming Lips were among the first 
bands to go prime time with a 1993 appear
ance on "Beverly Hills 90210." "Dawson's 
Creek" later provided a boost to artists includ
ing Edwin McCain and Paula Cole by including 
their songs on the show, often during the most 
emotional scenes. Now "The OC" is pushing 
bands that appeal to creator Josh Schwartz arid 


the actors and some of those groups appear on 
"Music From The OC: Mix \." 


The compilation CD includes tunes by 
Spoon, Jem, Jet, Doves, Turin Brakes and 
Phantom Planet, whose tune "California" 
opens the Fox melodrama. Landing a song 
on the show unquestionably affords those acts 
exposure they deserve, but is it the right kind 
of exposure? 


Consider: The tunes never stand alone; 
they're background music that's usefu l in 
setting a certain mood for a scene. That scene 
or mood then becomes the song's primary 
association for millions of people, \then it 


may not match up at aU with the band's inten
tions. Some bands don't make videos for that 
very reason: They want listeners to interpret 
the songs, to draw meaning from the songs, 
for themselves. 


Hearing Alexi Murdoch's ghostly ballad 
"Orange Sky" on 'The OC" no doubt has a 
powerful effect. But background music in a 
contrived scene on TV can never compare to 
the lasting impact of actually experiencing the 
song, of, say, wandering through the hushed 
aisles of Waterloo Records with close mends 
in Austin, Texas, while Murdoch contributes in 
person to the soundtrack of your life. 


Perhaps it's not meant to compare. Maybe 
hyping pop songs on TV shows is a necessary 
evil. Maybe it's better for more people to hear 
artists like Alexi Murdoch, or Doves, and not 
quite grasp what they're aU about than it is for 
them to remain the obscure darlings of a select 
cadre of the music-obsessed. 


Maybe it will even lead a few among the 
less-obsessed to discover an artist whose music 
speaks to them in some deep, indefinable way. 
At the very least, one can hope. 


(c) 2004, The Hartford Courant 
Distributed by Knight Ridderrrribune 


Information Services. 
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STATE OF TI-IE CAMPUS ADD~ESS 
Welcome back! As I sit down to 


write this, I cannot believe that it is 
already spring quarter. It seems like 
we were just celebrating Homecoming 
not that long ago. Spring break has 
ended and we are already done with 
the first week of classes. Time has 
certainly passed us by. 


To my fellow seniors' we are 
10 the home stretch! Even though 
many of us are still finishing SIPs, 
comprehensives, and other respon
sibilities of a seDlor, it would seem 
that we have finally reached our last 
days at Kalamazoo College. For 
many of us, this day could not come 
soon enough, but I think we can all 
agree that the end is going to get here 
too soon. I encourage all of you to 
take these last couple of months and 


enjoy yourselves. There are a number 
of different senior events planned. but 
more importantly, take the time to just 
go out to coffee with someone you have 
not talked to in awhile, or have a night in 
with housemates and frIends. Better yet, 
I'll see you all at Waldo's on Thursday 
nights--we only have nine Thursdays 
left. Now is the time to have some fun 
and remember that what makes UK" such 
a great place IS great friends. 


Welcome backjuniorsl I have already 
seen many of you and heard a number of 
wonderful stories about your adventures 
overseas. I am absolutely delighted to 
have you all back on campus and cannot 
wait for your contributions to campus 
with all of your newfound insight and 
knowledge. 


Sophomores and first-year students: 


congratulations--you have made it to 
spring quarter. I wish all of the sopho
mores heading overseas this fall luck and 
hope that you take in everything possible 
from your travels and experiences. I 
would also like to commend the first
year class for taking a great initiative on 
campus to create new student organiza
tions and participate as vital members of 
this community. Please keep up the great 
work throughout your time here at "K." 


For many of you returning this spring, 
you may have noticed that there is a great 
change happening physically with our 
campus. The library renovations have 
begun. I encourage students to be patient 
and understand that this is only the means 
to an end, the end being a very brilliant 
new facility that will serve the College 
for years to come. If you have any ques-


tions about the renovations please feel 
free to contact Student Commission. 
AddItionally. spring quarter is typi
cally the best time to enjoy campus, 
and this year is no exception. Please 
take advantage of events put on by the 
Asian Student Association, the Black 
Student Organization. Frelon's Spring 
show, Spring Fling, and many other 
events on campus Also take the time 
to enjoy the nice weather. Homework 
on the quad is a "K" tradition that 
everyone can get behind. 


Students, I leave you with this 
final thought: go out and have FUN! 
It i> after all, Spring quarter. 


All the best, 
Karen L. Nave 
Student Commission President 


Cobainl Life legacy I Farther Journeys 
continued from page 7 


searching for another shake-up, 
as rock music has, once again, 
become formulaic and predict
able. 


"We need another Kurt 
Cobain," said Dallas Smith, 
lead singer of TVT Records act 
Default. "Rock radio has become 
pretty stale. " 


Ironically, Nirvana's 
mold-breaking blueprint has 
become the mold, said Brian 
Rickman, program director 
for Myrtle Beach radio station 
WKZQ. "OnJy now, 10 years 
after the fact, are we beginning 
to see even the slightest deviation 


from the Nirvana formula," Rick
man said. "For so long, bands 
have been creating lyrically dark 
or cynical songs coupled with 
'four chords and a fuzzbox.' 
Today, we are seeing a few bands 
like Jet, Lostprophets, The Dark
ness, Incubus and Blink 182 that 
are placing a more positive spin 
on the music. Nevertheless, one 
look at this week's rock chart will 
show you that the sound that Kurt 
outlined is still predominant. " 


(c) 2004, The Sun 
News (Myrtle Beach, S.C.). 


Distributed by Knight 
Ridder/Tribune Information 
Services. 


Welcome back, juniors, 
and happy spring quarter to 
everyone. It certainly is the 
best quarter; life feels more 
normal when the quad is filled 
with people. 


This week I want to 
introduce "4 and Forever," a 
somewhat new program run 
out of my office-alumni rela
tions. The first event for the 
juniors takes place in just a few 
days--April 13, at 8p.m. 


"4 and Forever" brings 
alumni back to campus to talk 
about many things: how "K" 
shaped their lives and inter
ests, and what they wished they 
would have known when they 


were students at "K," etc. Jordan 
Klepper, "K" '0 I spoke to the first
year students at convocation, Corey 
Harbaugh, "K" '91 spoke to the 
sophomores back in January, and 
now Ed Avis, "K" '89 is speaking to 
the juniors on Tuesday night. What 
common thread binds them? They 
believe in giving back to "K," and 
encourage you to do the same when 
you graduate. 


Giving back means that 
you support "K" by providing 
opportunities for new generations 
of students. I, for example, couldn't 
have attended school here without 
scholarships. Alumni dollars made 
"K" a possibility for me. Now that 
I'm a "K" alum, I want to make sure 


all students, regardless of their 
income level, can come here. I 
give so the College may give 
itself to students for years to 
come. 


Our "4 and Forever" speak
ers each have a different story 
to tell, different motivations, 
different career paths, and dif
ferent perceptions of "K." But 
all of them believe in giving 
back. They're fun, interesting, 
smart, and want to meet you. 
Juniors, I'll see you at your 
event on Tuesday at 8p.m. in 
the Olmsted room! 


--Sarah Weiner, 
Alumnae Relations 


New 6 Bedroom 4 Bathroom Townhouse for Rent: HOUSE FOR RENT AT 426 ELDRED STREET. 
Located Directly across the street from the Firehouse Bar. 


New fridge, New stove, New dishwasher, New washer and dryer. 
New wall to wall carpeting and Central Air. 


Rental Rate is $2,220 per month. That is $370 per month each. 
Avail now, or in Aug 2004 thru July 2005. 


For more info contact Mike K. at 269-349-9499, or email 
KIEWIETGROUPINC@AOL.COM 


6 Bedroom, 2 full bathroom, hardwood floors, paved parking. 
Located 50 steps from K-College Hicks Center. 


Across street from Jimmy Johns sub shop. 
Rental Rate is $1,800 per month, thats only $300 each per 
month. Full year lease available starting Aug. 2004-2005. 


for more info contact Mike K. at 349-9499 or email 
KIEWIETGROUPINC@AOL.COM 












BRIEFS 


Butt Seriously 
We hope you enjoy 
this four page wrap
around section ofthe 
Windex, but make 
sure to check out 
our actual eight page 
paper inside. Let 
the laughter begin! 


INSIDE 
X-treme dodgebaU!! 


Unfair use of the 'K' 
Plan and Violeta's 
Peoples, page 2, Room
mate agreements, page 
3, X-treme Dodge
ball at 'K', page 4. 
Oh, and a regular Index. 


Week. December 2. 2004 


Local squirrels: possible terrorist threat? 
Dr. frankenfurter 


SWEET TRANSLYVANIAN 


Wainwright commented on the case. "Now, 
it's been recently discovered that the squirrels 
have been communi-


it's only a problem at 'K', but really it's happen- ing 
at schools all over the U.S. Yale, Berkley, Cor-


nell. See, the problem is, no one seems 
to want to admit they can't control the 
squirrels." That's why the CRST was 
created. "Right now we're lobbying 
the government for more funding so 
we can start placing squirrel removal 
units on campuses nation-wide. In the 
meantime, we're relying on the stu
dents to take precautions and protect 
themselves, as well as any sensitive 
information that may be stored on 
their premises." 


In recent years the squirrels at Kalamazoo Col
lege have become progressively less fearful of the 
students on campus. Conventional wisdom has held 
that the squirrels have lived among humans for such a 
loug time that they no longer consider humans preda
tors. However, in recent weeks it has been suggested 
that there is something much more sinister beneath 
the squirrels' seemingly innocent fearlessness. 


'K' College alum Martin Wainwright, is head 
of the U.S. Committee for the Removal of Squirrel 
Terrorists (CRST.)According to Wainwright, "Squir
rels are the perfect reconnaissance agents: they live 
among us almost completely unnoticed, they sit in 
trees and can listen in to any conversation they want, 
and no one ever suspects. Even when they break into 
people's rooms nobody assumes they're gathering 
information for the terrorists." 


cating through mes
sages hidden inside 
cocoa camsters, so 
that's not surprising. 
The question is what 
he was doing with 
the computer. Squir
rels are notoriously 
bad typists, so it may 
just be a clever rouse, 
but we can't discount 
anything." 


Kalamazoo 
sophomore Jessica 
Scott also suffered 
a squirrel scare last 
spring. "I got out of 
the shower and he was 
just sitting there in the 
hall. It was like he was 


-photo courtesy of Dr. Frakenfurter. 
'K' squirrels: fuzzy friends or 
dangerous foes? 


The CRST offers these self-preserva
tion tips: 


-Always travel in groups. 
-Avoidance is key. If you see a 


squirrel in the path ahead of you, take 
a detour. 


While there currently exists only circumstantial 
evidence that there is a terrorist plot involving the 
small mammals, the squirrel problem at 'K' has 
become a cause for alarm. When the squirrels aren't 
stalking students across the quad and listening into 
conversations, they're breaking into dorms. 


"I came home one day and my room was in 
shambles." Sophomore Kate Boehm was a recent 
victim of squirrel malice: "There was cocoa powder 
everywhere, and tiny paw-prints all over my key
board." 


waiting for me. I dido't know what to do, so I just 
stood there. Finally he walked out the door at the 
end of the hall, but before he went he gave me this 
look. It gave me the heeby jeebies." 


-If you do come into close contact 
with a squirre~ do not break eye contact 
and make yourself appear as large and 


intimidating as possible. 
-If you are discussing possibly sensitive issues 


involving the government, or national security, talk
ing in a deep, gravelly voice can thwart the squirrels' 
attempts to listen in, as their small eardrums cannot 
pick up longer sound waves. (If you have a naturally 
high pitched voice, speaking in Pig-Latin is recom
mended as most squirrels are not fluent in it.) 


Heeby jeebies indeed. Martin Wainwright 
explains that the squirrel terrorist dilernma is 
much more rampant in the U.S. then citizens are 
lea to believe. "I mean, most of the students think 


New STD runs rampant on infested 'K' campus 
Lolita Y Uioleta 


SEXY SOPHOMORE SENORITAS 


A new dangerous and highly con
tagious fungal Sexually Transmitted 
Disease (SID) is reaking havoc on the 
K College campus. While the news 
is shocking, it is not at all suprising 
on a campus where about 40% of the 
student body carries an STD. 


According to an anonymous 
source, the fungus is growing rampant 
in the locker rooms and community 
bathrooms all around the campus. 


The fungus, appropriatley named 
"Colbert's Curse," does not manifest 
itself until a sexual encounter and is 
described as being "pretty nasty." 
There are very telltale signs for both 


men and women to look out for. Males 
who are infected, after intercourse, 
will not be able to stop secreting 
mucouse that is reported as being a 
violent shade of purple. For females, 
the fungus rapidly begins multiplying 
and very soon after intercourse, orange 
mushrooms can be found surrounding 
the female genitila. Unfortunatly for 
those suffering from the painstaking 
agony of Colbert's Curse, there is no 
cure and no treatment. The condition 
appears to be pennanent. Please do 
not bother trying to seek treatment. 
There is none and nobody wants to 
see that 


Since the disease is highly con
tagious, the only way to prevent the 
spread of the fungus for the student 


body to stop humping each other like 
rabbits. Although, it's not entirely 
the student's fault, seeing as how the 
school provides such a plethora of 
places to "get it on" around campus. 


A new task force, "Colin's 
Contingency" has been appointed to 
break up all intercourse on campus in 
an attempt to stop the spread of the 
fungus. 


The couches in Hicks, a popular 
mating spot, are no longer co-ed, they 
are now labled "Boys" and "Girls." 
Those wishing to venture near 
Pebble Beach ill Trow, now you will 
be accompanied across by an armed 
escort. The swimming pool, sauna, 
and locker rooms are closed and 
will remain closed until the fungus 


is stopped. The Trow sex lounge is 
officially out of comission-the door 
has been sealed shut, do not try to 
get in, it has been reported that the 
fungus has completely taken over the 
area. Certain groups who meet in the 
Gilmore Parlor and the President's 
Lounge have been disbanded and 
the area is believed to be clear of 
the fungus, securtity has been beefed 
up in these areas. And for you sick 
people out there who use the chapel, 
extra clergy have been shipped in to 
prevent any hanky panky. 


Watch out for Colbert's Curse, 
and remember K College, don't screw 
any athletes, you'll put yourself at a far 
greater risk for becoming a lean mean 
fungus producing machine. 







ON THE QUAD The Windex 


UIOLETA~S PEOPLES 
Names: Colin. Kate, Chelsea, Eli S, 
Roger and Eli M. 
Birthday: May 6, 1983. June 16, 
1985. November 13, 1984. March 
26, 1983. December 15, 1984. May 
29,1986. 
Hometown: Pleasant Ridge, Peto
skey, Ann Arbor, Northville and 
Oxford MI. Phoenix, AZ. 
Year: 3 sophomores, 2 seruors, one 
freshman. 
Dorm: Two off campus, one each in 
Crissey, Dewaters, Severn. Hoben. 
Studies: Majors in English, English, 
English, English, physics, philosophy, 


political science, art, music. Minors in art, religion, math, Spanish. 
Activities: Index Editorial Staff, Jazz Band, Golf Team_ ARC writing 
consultant, Business Office worker, Basketball team, Club Hockey, vol
unteering at Woodward, member of JSO and College Repubicans. 


Favorites: 
Kate's Rice Kitchen entree: shrimp Lo Mein. crab rangoons. 
Roger's Sodexo entree: cream of mushroom soup with tabasco 


sauce. 
Chelsea's smell: Rain. 
Eli S's texture: Silky smooth and lubricated 
Eli M's font: Wmgdings. 
Chelsea's Beatie: Ringo. 
Eli M's childhood toy: Matchbox cars. 
Colin's professor: Amy Smith, English (SIP advisor, because I 


need all the help I can get). 
Eli S's 'K' class (so far): McDowell's Metaphysics of the Mind. 
Kate's campus spot: The statue niche between Dow and the tennis 


courts that overlooks the city ofKaJamazoo. 
Roger's song: "Roxanne" The Police. 
Colin's song lyric: "Somebody told mel that you had a boyfiiend! 


who looked like a girlfriend! that I had in February of last year" -The 
Killers "Somebody Told Me". 


Colin's current AIM icon: Kramer from Seinfeld. 
If Colin was an animal cracker, he would be: a giraffe, because as 
journalists we stick our necks out on the line frequently, so it's only 
fitting. Plus, it's fun to bite their heads off. 
Three adjectives Roger's friends would use to describe him: Gre
garious, confident and self-motivated 
Three adjectives Roger would use to describe himself: Emotional, 
gregarious and easygoing. 
Kate '5 passions: Sunshine, art in all forms, short stories, photographs, 
loves and friends, The Beatles, snippets and tiny details, randomness. 
Eli M's Inspiration: My belief in God, my faith. 
The best thing Cbelsea has learned at 'K' outside of class: Life's too 
short, enjoy every day and don't get caught up in the small things. 
If Eli S. could change one tblng about the world, he would: I would 
make Michigan not lose as badly to Georgia Tech Tuesday night I'm 
really tom up about it 


The original 'K' . 
We were first, imitators will pay! 


Joe King 
Index Automotive Insider 


DaimlerChrysler, one of the big
gest companies in the world, may be 
nothing more than a big a hoax. 
There is, in fact, notable evidence 
that they ripped us off. That's 
right, you heard it here first: 
DaimlerChrysler screwed 
Kalamazoo College 23 years 
ago and now they're going to 
have to pay for it. 


One of the greatest auto
mobiles of all time (and a car 
that Chrysler relied on during 
the 1980s), the K-Car is a 
blatant pilfer of the college's 
K-Plan, which debuted some 
ten years earlier. 


They say the K-Car got 
its name because manufac
turers often assign a letter to 
a car before its name is offi
cially chosen--and when ads 
proclaiming "the K -Cars are coming" 
debuted, the name somehow stuck. 


Yeah, that's a likely story. 
Chances are that Chrysler execu


tives had already heard of a catchy 
'K' name and just wanted to get in 
on the action before it was too late. 
And the similarities don't end there 
either. 


As we all know, the K-Plan is 


highlighted by four components, or, 
if you will, four doors for students to 
use in fulfilling their aspirations both 
for careers and further education (via 
liberal arts classes, internships, study 
abroad, and the SIP). After hearing 
this, it should come as no surprise 


that the K -Car was first introduced 
with, you guessed it, four doors of 
its own. Copycats. 


The Center for International Pro
grams, an integral part of the K -Plan, 
offers Study Abroad programs on six 
different continents. Interestingly 
enough, the original K-Car seated 
six passengers. The crooks stole our 
idea again. 


Likewise, the Center for Career 
Development has information on 
around 2,200 internships worldwide. 
And get this - the base model of the 
very first K -Car weighed right around 
2,200 pounds. Time for a lawsuit. 


Finally, and perhaps most bla
tantly, the K -Car was highly 
responsible for putting the 
Chrysler Corporation in debt, 
much like the K-Plan forces 
many students into debt until 
they can payoff those hefty 
loans. 


The revolt is more than 
15 years in the making. I, for 
one, will boycott all Daim
lerChrysler products until the 
college takes action against 
the villainous company. 


We better get deep into 
their pockets too. I want two 
new libraries and Quadstops 
galore. And can't you just 
see it now-I think Stetson 


Chapel is going to have a new cor
porate sponsorship. 


And come back to next quarter's 
Windex, where we will take in-depth 
looks at K-l USA (the Martial Arts 
Fighting association), K-Mart (we'll 
get them before they go bankrupt for 
good) and Potassium (element with 
symbol K). Look out, corporate 
world: here we come to collect. 


Letter to the Editor: look at me, I can make analogies! 
lie Tivas 


Well Lubricated 
When I first came to Kalamazoo, 


I was expecting an open environment, 
replete with students that legitimately 
cared about making a positive dif
ference in the world. How wrong 
I was. 


All you have to do is look around 
this campus. There's evil people-as 
evil as the evilest individuals who ever 
lived-lurking everywhere. 011, sure, 
they may not manifest their evilness 
as obviously as, say, George W. Bush. 
But make no mistake: wickedness 
encompasses us, and those who do 
nothing about it are implicitly sup
porting horrible vice. 


On a recent moming, I was rudely 
awakened at 9:00 AM by members 
of 'K' College's "maintenance crew" 
who insisted on blowing leaves right 
outside my window. I was incredulous 
that I could be so blatantly and unjustly 
deprived of an essential human need 
such as sleep. Such blatant disregard 
for human rights brings to mind the 
horrors of slavery in the pre-Civil War 
South. Racist plantation owners would 
routinely awaken their slaves at the 
crack of dawn to WOlk for no wages. 
Actually, the slaves might have had it 
better off than the typical UK" college 
student. At least the slaves weren't 
paying their owners for the privilege 
of being brusquely awoken. We, on 
the other hand, pay our "masters" (the 


"K" administration) almost $30,000 
dollars a year and we still get treated 
as poorly as black people before the 
passage of the Emancipation Procla
mation. I thought we had progressed 
as a society, but I guess not. 


For some reason, I still felt the 
need to live, so I stumbled out of bed 
to get some sustenance. (I hesitate 
to use even that word to describe 
SoDexHo food; I honestly believe 
the Irish had it better during the Great 
Potatoe Famine). As I walked down 
the stairs of my dormitory, I noticed 
that somebody had carelessly thrown 
a Styrofoam coffee cup on the ground 
outside. 


Horrors upon horrors! The sight 


See Apathy on page 4. 







BRIEFS 
Math Team Wins 


The College's Varsity Math 
Team took first place in this 
year 's MATH Challenge, an 
annual competition involving 
teams from schools in six 
states. The team of Richard 
Gejji, Adam Granger and 
Alex Guppy was the first 
Kalamazoo College team to 
win the event since 1996. They 
had three hours to answer ten 
problems before a proctor 
sent in the solutions for scor
ing and ranking. A first-year 
team of Jessie Deguire, Justin 
Garvin and Eli Melaas also 
competed. Both teams were 
coached by professors John 
Fink and Michael Tanoff. 


Index Returns in Winter 
The next issue of the Index 
will print during second 
week of winter quarter. Also 
look for us online in 2005, 
more details available soon. 


INSIDE ' 
Film, Facman, Fencing. 


Cauldron Submis
sions and film club, 
page 3, winter break 
on campus, page 4, 
Alternate PE classes, 
page 5, Staff bio: 
Gail Griffen, page 6. 


The student n"""AI ... "'.., ..... er of Kalamazoo Coli e 


Students looking into life after 'K' 
Eli Savil to 170. 


NEWS EDITOR 


With more and more American students 
attending college, many high-end American com
panies are increasingly demanding that new-hires 


Yet there is some indication that the heated 
competition for graduate school seats may be 
easing up ever so slightly. After experiencing 
dramatic increases in the number of students who 
sat for the LSAT in 2000, 2001, 2002 and 2003, 


to just 17% during their last poll. Job prospects are 
particularly bright for college graduates with course 
work in accounting and business. Moreover, the 
Association study predicted that the average salary 
for holders ofbachelors degrees to increase by 3.7% 
in the upcoming year. In short--higher paying jobs 
are becoming more readily available to college 
graduates, reducing some of the pressure to attend 
graduate school. 


-photo by Meredith Lacina. 


the Law School 
Admissions Coun
cil reported a 6% 
drop in test-takers 
this past October. 
While it is too soon 
to say whether this 
decrease in test
takers is a tempo
rary aberration, a 
drop in test-takers 
is widely thOUght 
to be a harbinger of 
fewer applicants to 
graduate school. 


Additionally, college seniors are increasingly 
choosing to forego grad school (at least temporarily) 
in order to participate in community-service ori
ented programs like the Peace Corps and Teach for 
America. Teach for America recruitrnentcoordinator 
Laura Stahl said that the organization, which places 
top college graduates as teachers in underprivileged 
schools, received a record number of applications 
for its first deadline on October 24. Stahl said that 
six students from Kalamazoo College applied to the 
program, representing a six-fold increase over last 
year's single first-deadline applicant. 


have some sort of 
graduate degree. 
As a result, the 
grad school 
admissions pro
cess has become 
increasingly 
competitive in 
recent years . 
Law schools, 
medical schools, 
and graduate 
programs across 
the country are 
demanding a 
higher-caliber 
applicant than 
they did in the 
I 990s. At North-


Applications and exams lie in the near future 
for many 'K' seniors as they apply for graduate 
school and consider other post-graduation options. 


Anecdotal 
evidence also 
suggests that the 
job market for col


Senior Steven Yeun was one of the six 
Kalamazoo College applicants to the Teach for 
America corps. "I was going to take the LSAT 
last June and apply to law school this fall," Yeun 
said, ''but I realized that 1 wasn't really sure that I 
wanted to be a lawyer. I decided to apply to Teach 
for America and not go right to graduate school 
because it gave me the opportunity to make a dif-


western Law School, for example, the middle 
50% of accepted students in 1996 scored between 
a 159 and a 167 on the Law School Admissions 
Test (LSAT). In 2004, the middle 50% of accepted 
applicant scores at Northwestern ranged from 166 


lege graduates may be better than any in recent 
memory. A study conducted by the NationalAsso
ciation of Colleges and Employers showed that 
42% of companies surveyed planned to recruit 
college seniors on campus this spring, compared See After College on page 3. 


Organization aims to raise awareness of bleak situation 
Chelsea Phelps 
FEATURES EDITOR 


The K College campus is 
a small campus, often referred 
to as the ' K Bubble.' However, 
there is one student organization 
on campus that looks beyond our 
brick streets and into a world far 
away from Kalamazoo: Burma. 


The organization, founded by 
Matt Pieknik K '04 upon his return 
from study abroad in Thailand and 
Heather Abraham K'05 who also 
studied in Thailand, is described 
by Abraham as an organization 
whose single focus is devoted to 
the intense situation in Burma. 


According to Abraham, the 


immediate difficulties in Burma 
began back in 1962 when social
ism started after independence 
from Britain in 1948 and then 
a coup transferred the power in 
1962, making the situation go 
from bad to worse. 


"There was a coup, which was 
scary for the U.S. because it was 
the opposite of what we wanted to 
see, the U.S. was not focused on 
Burma. In 1988, on a day called 
8/8/88, thousands of people went 
into the streets to participate in 
pro democracy marches and were 
murdered by the Military. More 
people were killed in Burma then 
there were at Tiananmen Square, 
but nobody knew about it because 


nothing escapes, the radio and 
the media are controlled. Now 
it's starting to get out." 


Even though the world is 
starting to know about the situa
tion in Burma, things are not get
ting better for the people in Burma. 
According to Abraham, the victims 
in Burma are internally displaced 
people who are constantly fleeing 
from the military. It is the aim of 
Free Burma to raise awareness of 
these people's plight and to do a 
sma)) part to help them. 


"One of our main objectives is 
to raise awareness. The situation in 
Burma is a bleak social and politi
cal disturbance with mass ethnic 


See Free Burma on page 4. 


(ourtesy of Heather Abrahm. 


Free Burma seeks to assist 
those in bleak situations, 
such as this young girl. 







N THE 
KATE'S PEOPLE 


Thanks to all Index readers for an awesome qllarter. I have 
been thrilled wirh the following of this coillmll, as well as the 
ne~\folmd readership oflhe entire papT!r. I 'Il be back in the 
winter with updated questions alld many more interviews. 
Good lllck on Jinals and happy reading! 


Name: Josh Boggs. 
Birthday: March 5, 1985. 
Hometown: Bloomfield Hills, 
MI. 
Year: Sophomore. 
Dorm: Trowbridge. 
Studies: Major in economics, 
minor in history. 
Classes: Modern Theology, 
Quantitative Reasoning. His
tory of Recreation and Lei
sure. 
Activities: Fencing and the 


Childhood Games Commission. 


Favorites: 


Sodexo entree: Grilled peanut butter and jelly 


sandwich. 
Smell: Baseball gloves. 
Texture: Old baseballs. 
Font: Century Gothic. 
Beatie: George. 
Childhood toy: My wagon. 
Professor: Charlene Boyer-Lewis. history. 
'K' class (so far): Dorian's Modern Theology. 
Campus spot: The upper quad between Stetson and 


Trow. 
Song: "Living Thing" Electric Light Orchestra . 
Quote: "I might have been a great man if! hadn't been 


rich" -Orson Welles, Citizen Kane. 


What is your current AIM icon? I don'l think I have 


one. 
If you were an animal cracker, what would you be and 
why? I would be a donkey because I've always loved 


Eeyore. 
List three adjectives your friends would use to describe 
you: Private, quiet, short. 
List three adjectives you would use to describe yourself: 
Thoughtful, curious, independent. 
What are your passions? Baseball and military history. 
What inspires you? Trees. 
What is the best thing you have learned at 'K' outside of 
class? Never try to trip someone bigger than you. 
If you could change one thing about the world, what 
would it be? People would wear old-fashioned clothes. 


--Kale Boehm, K'07. 


UAD The Index 


A letter from ... all of us 
In the holiday spirit and keeping 


with the thoughts oflast Thursday, it's 
our Fall Quarter 2004 list of things to 
be thankful for: 


*Squirrels - without them the 
walk across the quad would just not 
be as challenging. 


*'K' basketball games - no 
fights in the stands, but we recom
mend more beer anyway. 


*Robert - the man makes 
omelette eating exciting again. 


*Parking spaces - I found one! 
- *The 'K' hockey club - at least 


someone is still playing hockey. 
*Quadstop - Eatery, English 


department, Library, what will we 
put there next? 


*Wireless internet in Hicks 


Here's a look at campus 
events in the week ahead: 


TODAY 3 p.m., Dewing 
103 (LAC) - " Images of 
Africa, " a first-year semi
nar presentation. 


FRIDAY 10:50 a.m ., 
Stetson Chapel (LAC) 
- "Visions of America," a 
first-year seminar presen
tation . 


9 :30 p.m., Balch Play
house - Monkapult per
forms. 


- nice know its there, 
but hardly used. Kind 
of like a AAA Card. Stone Room 


*Dean Maatman 
- we owe the guy some 
nice press. 


*Signs that say 
the Stone Room is 


Student Quiet Study Area 


Open Hour>: 
Monday.Thursday: 8 a.m. - Midnight 


~'"day: 8 a.m . 8 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m · 8 p.m 


Sunday: 11 a.m. Midnight reserved for "quiet" 
study - because with
out them, the Stone 
Room would be quite 


Problemf? Call the cncul.oon desk ,.1153 or Secun~ x1321 


the rowdy place. 
* Study Abroad - for getting us 


out of Kalamazoo! 
*Crissy, DeWaters, Harmon, 


Hoben and Severn dorms - but not 
Trowbridge. You can get lost for 
hours in that maze. 


*Daylight savings time - gotta 
love anything that means more 
sleep, or more partying. 


*Keycards - they work for 
most of us. 


*Computer lab printers 
- they work for most of us. 


* Lake effect weather- those 
Floridians and Californians are 
really missing out. 


*Free coffee for seniors 
- thanks for the daily buzz Prez. 
Palchick. 


*The RAs - without them, 
sneaking alcohol into the dorms 
would lose its edge 


HAPPENINGS 
son Athletics Center - Wom
en 's Basketball hosts Alma . 


5 p.m., Anderson Athlet
ics Center - Men's Basketball 
hosts Wisconsin Lutheran 
University. 


8 p.m. , Dalton Theatre 
(LAC) - The Kalamazoo 
College and Community 
Orchestra presents its fall 
concert. General admission is 
~5 and student tickets are ~2 . 
Repeats Sunday at 3 p.m . 


*680 (yeah right) in the dorms 
_ now we're encouraged to spend 
more time in the warm, wintry 
outdoors. 


*LACs - where else can you 
take a nap and get credit for it? 
We' re especially thankful for the 
ones with food .. . 


*TheMail Hut - for the 
unbridled joy of receiving our one 
letter per quarter. 


*Student Commission - for 
giving us money. 


No, really, we are thankful 
for that. 


*The Seventeenth President of 
Kalamazoo College - whoever you 
are, we are going to have some fun 


with you. 
*The Index - we get the facts 


right, most of the time. 


-Index Siaff 


And check these home 
sporting events out over 
break : 


DEC. 14 7 p.m., Anderson 
Athletics Center - Men's 
Basketball hosts the Un i
versity of Chicago. 


DEC. 15 7:30 p.m., Ander
son Athletics Center 
- Women's Basketball 
hosts Olivet . 


SATURDAY 3 p.m ., Ander-


MONDAY - THURSDAY Fall 
Quarter Final Exams. The 
dorms will close at noon on 
Friday. 


DEC. 207 p.m., Anderson 
Athletics Center - Men's 
Basketball hosts DePauw 
University. 
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Cauldron seeking submissions 


lisa Findley 
CONTRIBUTOR 


You will submit. You will submit. 
You will submit to the Cauldron . . . Okay, 
so maybe hypnosis won ' t work, but the 
editorial staff of K's literary journal hopes 
that anyone with a knack for the written 
word or the visual arts will submit their 
work for this year 's edition, which will be 
published in the spring. 


to submit. After all, the selection process is 
blind, so editors won't know who submitted 
what until the final selections are made and 
the table of contents typed up. This process 
frees students to be honest and daring in 
their work, and ensures 


creative writing on campus. These events 
include an orientation week open mic, a 
student-led creative non-fiction workshop 
and a poetry chat with Michigan poet 
and teacher John Rybicki and K College 


campus as a whole. 
The College is lucky to have students 


who produce top-notch work each year, 
as well as a supportive advisor, a skill
ful publications director, and many other 


encouraging faculty 
the quality of the maga
zine. 


"Submitting gives 
me a sense of being part 
of a larger writing com
munity, and strengthens 
my identity as a writer," 
says fiction editor Jess 
Alper. That larger 
community includes 
the Cauldron staff, the 
English department, the 


Submissions, due no later than the end of first week of winter quarter, 
must be entered with a separate cover sheet that lists name, contact 
information, titles of entries, and genre (creative non-fiction, fiction, 
or poetry). Please do not include any identification information on 
the pieces themselves, as the selection process is blind. Artwork 
should be on slides. Please put your entry in advisor Di Seuss's 
mailbox in Dewing, the Cauldron mailbox in the basement of Hicks 
next to the library; or email it to Di Seuss at dseuss@kzoo.edu. 


and staff involved in 
the journal's produc
tion. Adams-Smart 
reminds us that "the 
Cauldron has tran
scended from photo
copied zine that any 
high school student 
could manage from 
her or his basement, 
to a literary magazine 


The journal ' s mission statement 
expresses the staff's desire to "create a 
magazine that will enrich and enhance 
Kalamazoo College's creative community, 
and create awareness of and opportunity for 
creative expression." Students at K have 
an extraordinary amount of creative abil
ity and ambition, and the Cauldron is one 
quality outlet for that expression. Senior 
Meredith Adams-Smart, editor-in-chief, is 
excited to put the journal together, and she 
encourages even the most shy of students 


Art department, and other student writers. 
Submitting is one way of being involved 
in this community, but the Cauldron staff 
sponsors several events each year to 
heighten awareness of and appreciation for 


professor emeritus Conrad Hilberry. The 
staff plans to hold a fiction event winter 
quarter, and the unveiling of the magazine 
mid-spring quarter reveals many students' 
hard work and creative genius to the 


that is on par with 
nationally distributed publications." 


Now, when I clap my hands, you will 
wake up, run to your computer, and print 
out your two favorite poems for submis-
sion . .. 


What's your favorite movie? 
x J Film Club hopes to become outlet for film lovers 


Jackie Boll 
STAFF WRITIR 


What's your favorite 
movie? 


This question, asked 
at eighth week's Film Club 
meeting. was answered almost 
unanimously with uncomfort
able shifting and a final ver
dict of 'I can't decide.' It was 
agreed upon that, in the Film 
Club, you shouldn't have to 
have a favorite film, since 
there are so many great ones 
to choose from. So, as long as 
you come prepared with some 
suggestions and recommenda
tions. you won't be laughed 
out of the room. Unless, of 
course, one of those sugges
tions is Mariah Carey's Glitter 
or The Lizzy McGuire Movie, 
in which case you run the risk 
of being ritualistically stoned 
to death. 


According to unofficial 
club spokesperson Cailley 


Frank-Lehrer there is ''very little 
outlet for people interested in 
film at K. We desperately need 
an arena for students to gather 
and talk about film, film as an art 
form and not merely the mind
less 'entertainment' Hollywood 
provides for us." 


Fall quarter was one of dis
cussion and planning for the cur
rently unnamed 'K' Film Club. 
Throughout the years the club has 
gathered unofficially below the 
campus radar under the moniker 
Room 11. It served mostly as a 
gathering time for Dhera Strauss's 
documentary classes to work on 
outside projects. 


This year, however, true club 
status is the goal. The main hope 
is that the club will act as a spring
board and resource for those who 
wish to create their own films and 
enter contests, as well as doing 
some larger group projects. The 
club's first venture next quarter 
will be making their own commer
cial to draw a crowd to Dewing 


Commons for Thursday night 
meetings. Members also plan 
to have campus wide showings 
of selected movies throughout 
the quarter. Finally, be on the 
lookout for a film festival at 
the end of spring quarter fea
turing various endeavors of 
club members. 


Frank-Lehrer has big 
hopes for the future of Film 
Club. "I would love anyone 
with an interest to come to 
meetings. I'd like to see 
this evolve into a place that 
people come to talk about 
the work they're doing, to 
collaborate on projects, to 
share ideas and get feedback. 
and talk about greater goals 
like how to affect change 
through our art." Film Club 
meetings are on Thursday 
nights at seven o' clock in the 
Dewing Commons. Anyone 
interested should drop by or 
contact Cailley Frank-Lehrer: 
k03cfO I@kzoo.edu. 


After college/ numerous 
choices still to be made 


Continued from page 1. 


ference while I figure out what I 
want to do with my life." 


But despite some evidence 
that students are increasingly pur
suing other opportunities instead 
of attending graduate school , 
many still intend to ultimately 
attain a graduate degree. Senior 
Ryan Konwinski took the medical 
school entrance exams last spring, 
but now hopes to spend next year 
working at Pfizer. However, 
Konwinski's decision to spend 
next year working was more of a 
strategic maneuver to enhance his 
chances at medical schools. 


"I didn ' t want to apply this 
year because I wanted my senior 
year's grades on my transcripts," 
said Konwinski , who expects this 
year's grades to boost his overall 
GPA. "I just wanted to make sure 
that all parts of my applications 
were as strong as they could be. 
I'll be applying to medical schools 
next year for sure." 


Indeed, a number of students 
may also be taking time off after 


college simply to enhance their 
marketability to graduate schools. 
Some top graduate programs have 
begun to favor applicants with 
at least a year's worth of work 
experience. The Law School at 
Northwestern recently became 
the first program in the country 
to explicitly state that applicants 
with work experience would be 
favored over applicants coming 
straight out of college. 


For seniors, the rebound
ing economy and job market 
are certainly positive signs. Yet 
the various factors that might be 
taken to be leading indicators 
of a possible cool-down in grad 
school competitiveness should 
probably be taken with a grain 
of salt. While a leveling off of 
admissions competitiveness 
may be in the works, the rela
tively minor economic rebound 
and the relatively lower number 
of test-takers suggest that grad 
school admissions standards are 
probably not going to revert to 
1990s levels any time soon. 
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Free Burma/ students active, efforts assist many 
Continued from page 1. 


cleansing and politically, people aren't look
ing at it. Another objective·is to encourage 
people to take action, which is a big part of 
who I am." 


Free Burma has recently taken a 
big action with the Good Life Club, 
which according to Abraham, was 
the assembly of children's aid pack
ages which are taken to Burma and 
distributed to different families who 
are internally displaced people. 


a dreary place and brings them the excite
ment of something new." 


Senior Shelby Butler agrees that the 
packages, though small, make a large dif-


strength to keep going as well as serving 
physical needs." 


Abraham is not stopping her efforts 
with the Good Life Club. Next up on the 


agenda is an eyeglasses drive. 
"We're going to have people 


bring in eyeglasses that they 
don't need anymore," said Abra
ham. "Eyeglasses are lightweight 
items that are in high demand. 
Over there people's eyesight 
deteriorates when they have poor 
eyesight and it goes untreated for 
so long." 


Aiding in the situation in 
Burma, according to Abraham, 
not only benefits the victims. but 
also benefits the students that are 
involved. 


- Photo courtesy of Abrahms. 


"The packages go to people who 
are living in forests; they cannot live 
in a community because the military 
will track them down. The packages 
are very positive. They contain a toy, 
a note to let them know that people 
in America care about what their 
cause, some contain a picture so 
they know that people in the out
side world know what's happening 
and they also contain practical items 


Students in Free Burma are active in a number of differ-


"We want students to take 
Burma on as an aspect of lifelong 
learning," said Abraham. "We 
want people to do their SIP's on 


ent projects, all promoting a general global awareness. 


as well such as vitamins, mittens, clothes, 
and always something fun for the kids, 
something that can brighten their day. The 
bright color brings them back to life in such 


ference. 
"The packages are really exciting," 


Butler said. "You know that they are effec
tive and they give these people hope and 


it; we want people to study abroad in that 
area. Get on a list, serve, read, and bring 
me questions. I've really seen this flour
ish on campus; people take the issue and 


Campus improvements over winter break 
Robyn McBride 


STAFF WRITER 


and incrimmating evidence. 
As we are on the college 
campus, it's only fair that we 
have to abide by the rules of 
the college," said freshman 
Eric Weber. 


make it their own." 
Several students at K have joined Free 


Burma because of t~eir strong personal 
feelings about the injustices being com


mitted. 
"I wanted to help out," said Josh 


Brandt, K'OS. "It is a very important 
issue and the media doesn't give it enough 
attention, not enough people come to our 
meetings. " 


Megan O'Neil, K'08, agrees that the 
issue needs more attention. 


"I feel very strongly about human 
rights, which they don't have in Burma, 
it's a big problem." 


Abraham invites anyone on campus 
to bring her questions about the cause and 
encourages others to get involved. 


"People need to believe in something, 
need to take education beyond their head 
and heart or it means nothing. When 
actions speak, no words are necessary. If 
I can demonstrate with the actions in my 
life, things that mean something to me, 
more power to me and the other." 


Free Burma meets on Wednesday 
evenings at 6pm in Gilmore. 


While most of us are prepar
ing for finals, various authorities 
are preparing for us to leave. Paul 
Manstrom, the Facilities Manager, 
and his co-workers are preparing to 
make adjustments to the dorms and 
buildings while we are relaxing over 
break. The Resident Ad visors are 
also planning their routine inspec
tions for all the dorm rooms. 


According to Manstrom, there 
will be no heavy duty projects 
planned for the break. "However, 
we are currently working on some 
problems with the hot water service 
to a few of the dorms. The final solu
tion to some of those problems may 
have to be implemented during the 
break when we can shut the water 
off to buildings," he said. 


tion measures. We would like to 
be able to isolate unoccupied areas 
of the residence halls and other 
unused building areas and tum the 
heat down in those locations . We 
also will be doing energy audits -
lookjng for areas of waste, making 
sure windows are closed and 
buildings are buttoned up for the 
break period. All this will keep our 
heating/air conditioning technicians 
very busy." 


While Manstrom and his team 
will be working on the technical 
issues regarding the dorms, the 
Resident Advisors will be doing 
their annual winter break inspec
tions. According to the posting that 
everyone should have received on 
their doors, if you are leaving for the 
break and will be coming back to 
the same room, you need to follow 
the checklist and turn in your room 
key to avoid possible fines. 


"I don't really mind," 
said freshman Vanessa Top
ping. "If it's just to ensure 
safety, what's the problem?" 
And indeed, the inspections 
are just to ensure the safety 
of the students. The R.A.s 
will be checking the techni
cal functions of each room, 
just to make sure that every
thing is working properly and 
safely. This is why they sent 
out the checklist-to enable 
them to properly check out 
everything in the dorm rooms 
without disturbing all of the 
inhabitant's belongmgs. For 
this break. make sure that you 
follow the R.A.s guidelines 
to avoid possible fines for 
when you come back from 
the break. 


Class Starts January 12th 
Mondays and Wednesdays @ 6PM 


Kalamazoo Kaplan Center 
Space is Limited 


Reserve Your Seat Today!! 


Besides the hot water heating 
problems, his team will be mainly 
focusing on the energy conserva
tion project. "We will be working 
on a number of energy conserva-


Most students do not have a 
problem with the routine inspec
tions. "People are given fair warn
ing to get rid of illicit materials 


Call or visit UB odlno today to enroll! 


1~800 K P·TEST 
~cam/mcat 


.... .. .. " I 
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Alternate phys-ed classes give students unique opportunities 


Nathalie Lawrence 
STAFF WRITER 


Although sprinting up the quad at 8: 
27 am for your 8:30 class should seriously 
be considered a P.E. class, it unfortunately, 
isn't offered. Yes, 
you can take Ballet 
to practice your 
pirouettes, basket
ball is available 
to practice your 
"swooshes," and 
you can sign up 
for weight train
ing to pump it 
up like Ah-nuld. 
However! Fear 
not, there are 
other means to 
fulfill that snarky 
P.E. credit with
out being bored to 
tears or exhausted 
to death. 


If your 


exactly your thing, bowling is also avail
able. With a nice late start on Mondays 
and Wednesdays at lOam, you can learn 
the skills of the trade without cheating and 
putting up rubber bumpers so you'll get 
that perfect 200 score every time! 


i I 


If you have some 
balls of steel and a 
whole lot of money (if 
you go here, chances 
are you do), then 
Indoor Rock Climb
ing just might suit 
your fancy. The $160 
fee ($120 without 
equipment) is pretty 
hefty, but scaling 
walls will definitely 
rid your arms of any 
after-Thanksgiving 
flab. 


schedule is rather 
busy and you've 
always wanted to 
be like Hamlet, 
then fencing is 
your gig because 


Sophomores Kyle Myrick and Samantha 
Weaver learn to ballroom dance for one 
fifth of a 'K' unit In their phys-ed class. 


Ladies, Gents, 
anyone looking to 
pick up, Ballroom 
Dancing is for you. 
Historically an all
female class, male 
dancing ahem, part
ners are always being 
sought out. Girls, this 
is a chance to go it la 
Sadie Hawkins and 


it is only once a week on Friday nights, 
for three hours. The word on the street is 
that this class kills you and your joints, 
but according to Richard Glod, a Duke 
University graduate, and owner of many 
fencing trophies, "Fencing just kind of 
does that to your body. After all the years 
that I've done it, I have the body of King 
Tut, a three thousand year-old dead guy. 
Saber hurts your body more, but they'll 
probably start you off with foil. You 
should do it, it's great!" 


Yet if"En garde" and "Touche!" aren't 


recruit as many guys as possible to join 
the class. Guys, sign up and you will earn 
much respect from the ladies. Your moves 
may not be as good as those in "You Got 
Served," but at least trying will earn you 
many points. 


Working hard? Stressed? Going 
absolutely crazy and sleep deprived? 
Meditation, Yoga, Pilates or Tai Chi just 
might help. Meditating will help your 
scattered mind collect itself and remain 
in tact. Yoga will relax you and work 
your muscles. Take the class and find 


out what the Crow, Alternate 
Nostril Breathing, and the 
Corpse pose are. Pilates works 
you a bit harder than Yoga, but 
loosens you up and conditions 
you all the same. Tai Chi is best 
described as a combination of 
Yoga and meditation, but any 
of these four courses will keep 
your brain from getting fried. 


Don't want to get raped in 
an alleyway? Take Women's 
Self-Defense! 


Throw a birdie 
around and take 
Badminton! 


Sign up for 
Mind and Body, 
get two P.E. cred
its, and never stop 
smiling because of 
Jeanne Hess' "1 like 
life!" attitude. 


Saddle up, buy 
a big cowboy hat 
for ostentatious 
decoration, and go 
Horseback Riding 
at Lou Don Farms! 


So you see, 
there is everything 
under the sun 
from aerobics to 
pretending to be 
Zoro while fencing 
to fulfill that P.E. 
credit of yours. 
Meanwhile, one of 
these days, admin
istration is bound 
to approve dashing 
up the quad in your 
pajamas every day 
for your first class 
as a P.E. credit. 


STUDIO APARTMENTS FOR RENT 


Located at 319 Elm Street, 
very close to Kalamazoo College. 


Brand new studio aparments, 
inside a secure, historic building. 


$380 per month includes all utilities. 


Call 269.381.5351 today 
for a private showing. 


---.... _-
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Professor Gail Griffin glad to be 'stuck' in Kalamazoo 
Kale Boehm 
lAyOUT EDITOR 


Professor Gail Griffin's classes, 
including Literature of Women: Historical 
Tradition and Modem Voices and Creative 
Nonfiction, are always some of the first to 
reach their caps during registration week. 
If her name graces a program, students fill 
rows ofseats and line back walls. She has 
inspired countless students through her 
work in the English and Women's Studies 
departments, her published writings, and 
her presence of strength on campus. 


Q. What brought you to 'K'? A. I'd love 
to be able to say that I chose 'K' from a 
whole host of possibilities, but the fact is 
that it's the only job offer I got in 1977 
and I had no other plan! I didn't want to 
return to Michigan (where I'm from) and 
I didn't want a small college. Just goes to 
show you: be careful what you *don't* 
wish for. 


Q. What organizations and activities 
laTe you involved in? A. I sing with 
the Bach Festival Chorus. I directed the 
women's studies program for twenty years 
and am still very involved there, includ
ing WRC and POWER events whenever 
I can get to them. I'm always a part of 
the Martin Luther King Jr. Day planning 
committee, which is kind of a core group 
of faculty and staff to whom issues of 


race are fundamental. I'm the college's 
director of teaching development, so in 
addition to teaching my own courses I 
coordinate a bunch of other initiatives to 
enhance teaching on campus, including 
orientation for new faculty, supervision 
of post-doctoral teaching fellows from the 
University of Michigan, organization of 
three or four faculty 'teach-lunches' each 
term, where we talk about issues related to 
the classroom, and chairing the faculty's 
committee on teaching. And finally, I'm 
currently chairing the English department, 
which is a very busy place, as you prob
ably know! 


Q. What hobbies and interests do you 
have outside of 'K'? A. Singing, as I 
mentioned above; working around my 
house and yard; working on my cabin up 
north, reading, writing, theater and stay
ing furious at the powers that be and the 
forces of darkness. 


Q. What is the most important thing 
for you to accomplish? A. I'm never 
ever happy if my classes aren't going 
well andlor if my writing isn't finding 
a publisher, so those two things are pri
mary. I don't know if this qualifies as an 
'accomplishment,' but I try very hard to 
sustain important relationships in my life 
and to make my workplace a supportive, 
humane place. 


Q. What are you passionate about? A. 
Literature, justice, education, the north 
woods and waters of Michigan, The 
Beatles, and my cat. 


she'll offer you another perspective that 
precludes that kind of judgment. It's very 
challenging for a reader-and it's a chal
lenging way to live, too. 


I would also say that my feminism 
Q. Who has ~~~":""'!---... -.., deeply informs my way 
inspired you the 
most? A. My 
mother, Martin 
Luther King Jr., 
The Beatles, 
George Eliot, 
Harriet Tubman, 
Eleanor Roosevelt, 
Charlotte Bronte, 
Janis J opl in, 
Virginia Woolf, 
Shakespeare, Toni 
Morrison ... stop 
me before I go off 
the deep end! 


Q. Is there one 
thing you live by 


-photo by Katie Waldeck. 
After 2.7 years, English professor 
Gail Griffin has become a beloved 


of seeing the world-that 
is, my love for women, my 
rage at the subordination of 
women, my understanding 
of how patriarchy and male 
dominance harm everyone, 
including the planet. 


Q. What do you want your 
legacy to be? A. I'd like to 
leave behind good writing 
that continues to inform 
people's lives, students 
whose lives or senses of 
themselves have somehow 
been deepened by my teach
ing, and a thriving women's 
studies program at 'K.' 


or a philosophy and familiar face on campus. 
Q. What advice do you 


have for students? A. I. Be here now-
you have about 
life? A. Sort of. The Victorian novelist 
George Eliot (born Mary Ann Evans) 
shaped my moral vision when I studied her 
as an undergraduate. Her novels espouse a 
morality grounded in what she called the 
"sympathetic imagination"-the ability to 
imagine oneself into the life of another. In 
all her books, just when you are about to 
write some character off as a total jerk, 


that is, make *this* community and your 
life in it as rich as possible. Life isn't what 
happens later or elsewhere. 


2. Don't double major. Just don't. 
3. Read, read, read. 
4. Above all: don't give in to cynicism 


and meaninglessness. It's a form of death. 
Fight to keep a humane vision alive. 


THE SEX FILES: THE HOLIDAY GIFT LIST 
It's the holidays once 


again; time to deck those 
halls and spin that dreidel. 
And in keeping with the true 
spirit of the season (capital
ism), I thought a Special Sex 
File Holiday Gift Wish List 
was in order. Circle what you 
want in red, and then tape this 
list to your partner's computer 
screen or in their shoes to let 
him/her subtly know what you 
want this year. 


be a great way to spice up your 
intimate times. Board games are 
available that mix up the foreplay 
standards. Sex dice are another 
way to randomize what happens 
when, since they combine a body 
part with an action that you must 
perform after rolling the dice. 
Strip dart boards are also an inter
esting method that combines sex 
with games: throw your darts at 
a board marked up with various 
articles of clothing and let the fun 
begin. If you can't afford these, or 
if you're just cheap, resort to the 
good old standard of strip poker. 


strip poker; you start with the 
strip and end with the poke. 


tracks of all time, your other half 
might not. 


sex life. Chocolate syrup, 
strawberries, and whipped 
cream are the staples, but you 
could get creative and splurge 
for some edible undies (or, as 
Larry the Cable Guy dubs 
them, "eatin' britches"). You 
could also go the George 
Costanza route and add pas
trami on rye to the bedroom. 


SEX GAMES are an 
expanding market. If you 
and your partner share a 
competitive nature, this could . You know what they say about 


OK, maybe they don't say 
that. But they should. 


MUSIC is another idea to 
surprise your honey with, and 
I don't mean the "Footloose" 
soundtrack or William Shatner's 
new band. There are themed CDs 
available with titles like "Music 
to Strip By" or "Music to Have 
Sex By". Or you could take the 
personal route and burn your 
own version. But make sure it's 
something slhe would like. While 
you might appreciate a collection 
of the most romantic heavy metal 


Invest in a VIBRATOR for 
the relationship. It's like heaven, 
only cheaper. 


Make a COUPON BOOK of 
favors that your partner can cash 
in whenever slhe wants a certain 
act performed. This can range 
from the sweet (" I foot rub after 
play practice") to the naughty 
("7 minutes in the closet") to 
the kinky (" 1 role-play session 
between Frodo and Gandalf'). 
Just make sure you pay up when 
the coupon is redeemed. 


Add some EDIBLES to your 


Let's see, this is my last 
Sex File for a while. So, good 
luck on exams, have a happy 
holiday, and a great New Year 
full of hot, safe sex. 


--Lynn Brewer, K'05. 
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Brawl should open some eyes 
Robyn McBride 


STAFF WRITER 
As I ran on the treadmill on 


Sunday night, I watched as the 
Indiana Pacers ' Ron Artest jump 
into the stands at the Palace the 
previous Friday evening. I had 
missed the Pistons-Pacers game, 
thanks to the great K College 
cable, and was now in awe at 
what I saw. I could not believe 
what I was seeing. 


Sure, I have seen many 
sports fights before, but I had 
never seen one that rose to such 
a level as this. For those of you 
who have no idea what I am talk
ing about, it went like this : As 
the Pistons ' Ben Wallace went 
to score, the Pacers' Ron Artest 
fouled him hard from the back. 
Wallace then pushed Artest, and 
the two man shove-fest turned 
into an all out brawl. Soon other 
Pistons and Pacers team members 
had joined into the fight . Artest 
then laid on the scorers' table for 
some reason. Out of midair came 
a blue object, and it struck him 
square in the face. He bolted into 
the stands angrily, and the fight
ing continued . Fans were throw
ing beer, popcorn, anything they 
could get their hands on onto 


the players, and soon Artest and 
another Pacers player, Stephen 
Jackson, were throwing punches. 
However, they were not retaliat
ing towards Wallace or any other 
Pistons players. They were retali
ating towards the fans . 


Like I said before, I have 
never seen anything like I saw 
on Sunday night. I have never 
seen a player get so passionate 
and so angry that he has retali
ated towards the fans in a manner 
such as Artest did. I can say that 
it was truly disgusting to witness 
what happened on Friday night. 
Regardless of whether it was a 
Pacer or Piston retaliating against 
the fans, it can only be summed 
up as pathetic. When the fans 
have to be subjected to such a 
despicable display of physical 
violence, some action needs to 
be taken. 


And yes, action was taken. 
Artest is suspended for the rest of 
the season, 73 games to be exact. 
According to espn.com, this is the 
highest amount of games a NBA 
player has ever been suspended 
for in a non-drug related incident. 
And I believe that it is rightfully 
so . Other players on both teams 
were suspended for various 
amounts of games , including 


This issue of the Index/Windex 
was brought to YOU by: 
The letter from the Editor: 


y 
The Word from the President: 


Procrastinate 
And The Number: 


481.3 


Wallace, who just finished serv
ing a six-game suspension. 


One could argue that Wal
lace should be suspended for 
more games, as he did not have 
to push Artest when he was 
fouled . However, it was Artest, 
not Wallace, who chose to get 
physical with the fans and turn 
an exciting basketball game into 
one of pathetic sportsmanship. 
Artest deserves to be taken out 
for the rest of the season and I 
believe that he needs to be put 
on probation when he returns to 
the team next season . Someone 
who has abused fans such as 
he did does not deserve to just 
return without being put under a 
watchful eye. 


Hopefully this brawl will 
open up the eyes of not only other 
NBA players, but of all major 
sports team players. Thankfully, 
NBA Commissioner Da vid Stern 
did not choose to overlook this 
as a minor incident, and actually 
gave someone a fair suspension. 
I believe that all players should 
look to this incident as an exam
ple of what not to do ever during 
a game. A fan shouldn ' t have to 
worry about being assaulted by a 
temperamental basketball player 
when they go to enjoy a game. 


I 


CRIME BEAT 
If you have information 


on any of these case please 
contact security (337-7321): 


Vandalism - sometime 
between 10 p.m. on Nov. 
17 and 2 p.m. on Nov. 18 
a student's motorcycle was 
damaged to the amount of 
$150. 


Security would like to 
remind students that even 
while moving out of dorm 
rooms for the quarter over 
the next week, there is abso
lutely no parking allowed in 
fire lanes. 


PINIONS 
PHOTO POll 


How do you feel 
now that it is tenth week? 


"Hungover" 
--Steve Howe K'05. 


"More awesome than Noah" 
--Jess Davis K'OB. 


"Psh ... Yeah right. I am clearly 
more awesome." 
--Noah "Awesome" Manger K'OB. 


"Stressed!" 
--Elena Brooks K'OB. 


"Relieved and tired" 
--Lisa Brenneman K'OB. 


--compiled by Amy Bller 
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PORTS 
SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Lady Hornets upset defending national champion 


The Kalamazoo College women's basketball team 
upset the defending Division III National Champions, 
the eighth-ranked Wthnington College (Ohio) Quakers, 
in an overtime bambumer on Saturday, Nov. 26 by the 
score of83-81, but then feJ172-58 to Whitworth College 
(Wash.) the next day in the championship game of the 
Wilmington Classic. 
• The Hornets shot well from the free throw line down 


the stretch versus Wilmington, connecting on 28 of 34 
attempts. Junior Mary Brown led the Hornets with 19 
points and 10 rebounds. Senior co-captainAshley Riley 
poured in 16 points. 


Against Whitworth, the Hornets got off to a slow 
start and trailed35-16 at halftime. Kalamazoo had trouble 
containing Whitworth senior Tiffany Speer. who fueled 
the Pirates with 27 points and 10 boards. Leading the 
way for the Hornets was senior Lindsay Basler, who had 
16 points. Senior co-captain Angie Neu scored 14. and 
Brown chipped in lion her way to being named to the 
All-Tournament Team. 


A week earlier, Kalamazoo competed in the DePauw 
Invitational. The Hornets fell in the first round to the host 
school DePauw by the score of 78-63, but they fought 
back and upended Illinois Wesleyan the next day, 79-71 
in overtime. 


Brown currently leads the team in scoring with 15.8 
pointspergame. Riley averages 14.3. The Hornets' next 
game is Saturday, Dec. 4 at home versus Alma College. 
Tip-off is 3:00 p.m. 


Whiteley named women's soccer head coach 


Despite having been named the 2004 M1AA Coach 
of the Year, Scott Dixon will be replaced by Laura White
ley '96 as next year's Varsity Women's Soccer head coach 
effective January I. 


Whiteley. who spent the last six seasons as the head 
coach at Rhodes College in Tennessee. will become the 
first female ever in the role. 


"We are pleased and excited to have Laura return to 
Kalamazoo College," stated Women's Athletic Director 
Kristen Smith. ''She brings a wealth of playing and coach
ing expenence and will create stability in the women's 
soccer program." 


After two years as an assistant coach at Western 
University, Whiteley took the helm at Rhodes and 
swiftly revitalized the Lynx program which has earned 
consecutive winning seasons and Top 10 South Regional 
rankings the last three years. 


As an athlete at 'K,' Whiteley was a four-year letter 
winner, and helped the Lady Hornets to three consecutive 
conference championships as well as consistent national 
rankmgs. 


The Index 


Teams set to make waves in the pool 
Eli Meloos 


SPORTS EDITOR 


With nearly every swimmer returning 
and the addition of several promising first
years, expect both the 'K' College Men's 
and Women's Swim and Dive teams to 
attain great success this winter season. 


Whitbeck, both of whom were members of 
the All-American nominated 800-yard free
style relay. However, look for sophomore 
Justin Fenwick and freshman Nick White 
to emerge as solid replacements. 


small, but I believe it was Santa Claus 
who once said: 'good things come in 
small packages', and who's to disagree 
with Santa?" 


For the women, sophomore Eliza
beth Garlow should pace the Lady Hor
nets, already having broken eight 'K' 
College records. Senior Meghan John


Perhaps the most surprising change in 
this year's squad is the absence of former 
NCAA Champion diver Tony Holt, who 


Following a 2003-2004 
campaign in which eight 
team members were selected 
All-MIAA, the Men's squad 
appears ready to make another 
run at a trip to the NCAA 
Championships. Reigning 
MIAA MVP Andrew Kurtz 


son, junior Shannon Bauer 
and sophomore Kristin 
Dominguez who, along with 
Garlow, founded the M1AA 
champion 200-yard freestyle 
squad, return hungry to raise 
last season's third place con
ference finish. 


'05Ieadsamultitudeofswirn- Also, look for fresh-
mers, including All-Americans men Monika Jansen and 
Michael Arce '05 and Joe Ashleigh Atkinson to post 
Waller '06 as well as Nation- impressive times throughout 
a1s qualifier Derek Jansen '05, i the winter campaign. 


Both the men's and women's teams got the butterflies out Both Alma who will challenge Hope CoI- teams swept 
lege for the conference title. early and handled Alma with ease at home two weeks ago. at home November 20 .. 


Kurtz, the school record holder in the will be sitting out the winter season for "That meet against Alma was defi-
50-yard freestyle (20.94) and the lOO-yard undisclosed reasons. nitely our best performance so far this 
breaststroke (56.26), co-captains the team "[The men's team] had a few people off season," stated Milliken. "It was our 
along with Jansen and will attempt to in its first few meets, but I am confident that final preparation meet for an invitational 
improve upon last year's runner up finish they will be prepared to swim fast when it at EMU for which we will rest. Given 
in the I OO-yard breaststroke at Nationals. counts," said head coach Kathy Milliken. that, it was important for the athletes and 


The Hornets will unfortunately be ''I think we'll have no problem aequir- coaches to see where we stand." 
without the services of2004 graduates and ing the same marks (or better) this year," Thesecondandfina1homemeetwill 
relay specialists Victor Stover and Scott said Kurtz. "That's right, our team may be be January 29 versus Olivet College. 


Men's Basketball Searching for Offensive Answers 
Eli Meloos 


SPORTS EDITOR 
Anytime a team loses two of its top scoring threats, filling 


that offensive void can become a challenge. After losing Dirk 
Rhinehart '03, the school 's number five all-time leading scorer, 
and his brother Erik, a rising junior who decided to transfer to 
Olivet College last winter, the Hornets struggled putting points 
on the scoreboard, leading to a disappointing 7-19 record and a 
second-to-Iast-place finish in the conference. 


1bis winter, the squad faces a similar situation, looking to 
fill the shoes of2004 graduates Javon Caldwell-Grnss and Chris 
Elliot, who combined for 23 points per game last year. So far the 
Hornets have, for the most part, continued their scoring deficiency 
through an exceptionally demanding non-conference schedule. 


After its preseason exhibition at Western Michigan, the squad 
traveled to Wheaton, illinois for the annual Lee Pfund Classic. In 
the opening game against Texas Lutheran, the Hornets were unable 
to overcome a slow start, eventually fa1ling 75-60. Senior forward 
Tony Wichmann had a great all-around performance, tallying 20 
points, six rebounds, two blocks and two steals. Senior guard Ryan 
Konwinski added 18 points and six rebounds. 


''We knew that it would take a good performance for us to 
pull out a victory," explained Coach Rob Passage. 


In the consolation game against McMurray College, 
Kalamazoo turned things around and nearly burned out the 
scoreboard as they raced to a 105-89 victory. The key difference 
was the Hornets' shooting percentage, which improved to nearly 
57 percent including 5-7 on three-pointers. Wichmann and junior 
guard Kyle Konwinski combined for 38 points, while sophomore 
center Phil Weaver poured in a career high 20 with 8 boards. 


''It took us a little while to get used to McMurray's style of 
play," said Passage. ''They run a full-court pressure defense and 
three-point shooting offense that is very similar to what we face 
in our league. Once we found the open areas in their press it led 
to easy basket for our post players." 


Unfortunately, the Hornets could not continue its winning 
ways Thanksgiving weekend at the Trinity Classic in San Antonio. 
The team lost a close 64-61 battle to Southwestern University, 
before getting pummeled by eighteenth-ranked Trinity College 
(TX) 76-41. Kyle Konwinski was named to theAll-Tournament 
team, after knocking down 4-7 from behind the arc against South
western en route to a 16 point performance. 


"We just have to be more consistent offensively," said Pas
sage. "Our offense will have hot and cold shooting nights. The 
most important factor for us, however, will be our ability to make 
plays at critical times of the game." 


The team hosts Wisconsin Lutheran on Saturday. 












NPRjoumalistJuan Williams 
brought his perspectives on 
changes in American society 
to 'K' last Friday at Chapel. 


- page 3--


,,- OPINIONS 


Two students, Daniel Menzo 
and Lynn Brewer, respond 
to last week's Letter from 
the Editor on the newspaper 
bias question. 
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FEATURES 


In this week's Sex Files, 
Anna Maxbauer lays down 
the basics of sex toys. 


-page 6-


Features Editor Megan Mor
rissey reviews last week's 
performance of the play Old 
Times. 


-page 6-


SPORTS 


Lisa Grove discusses the 
relaxed and playful atmo
sphere of this year's intra
mural softball teams. 


-page 8-


Sports Editor Colin Baumgart
ner presents the facts and 
discusses the preparations 
for this year's triathlon. 
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Biologist Margulis delivers Tourtellote lecture 
Katherine Wegert 


Index Staff 


driest facts into an entertaining lecture-prov
ing once and for all that these two words can 
indeed appear together." 


tion. "It regulates the temperature, the quantities 
of reactive gases-oxygen and methane, and the 
alkalinity of Earth's surface." 


The Kalamazoo College Biology 
Department hosted speaker Dr. Lynn Mar


Dr. Margulis gave an hour presentation 
in Dalton Theater on the Gaia Hypothesis, 


The Gaia Hypothesis was first articulated 
by John Lovelock, Dr. Margulis's principle 


collaborator for over twenty-five years. 
Lovelock discovered Gaia in the 1960s 
when NASA first began searching for 
life on Mars. Lovelock determined that 
the atmosphere of Mars is in a state of 
dead equilibrium. By contrast, Earth's 
atmosphere is continually undergoing 
a complex process which makes such a 
balance unlikely. 


gulis for its Tourtellote Lecture 
Wednesday, May 5. "We chose Dr. 
Margulis because she is truly an 
original and independent thinker," 
Dr. Vivian Pybus said. "I consider 
her to be one of the most famous 
living biologists. Her main find
ings are in all of the main biology 
books, and I thought it would be 
exciting for the students to see 
and meet someone they ~ave been 
studying and reading about." 


"Lynn Margulis is a scientist 
who is not afraid to challenge many 
ofbiology's broad assumptions. It 
was exciting to be able to meet 
and speak with such an indepen
dent thinker. I don't agree with 
all of her theories, but we need 
people like her to challenge our 
ideas and force us to think in new 
ways," senior biology major Matt 
Kaiser said. 


Sessily Watt stated after the 


--photo by Katherine Weger! 


Dr. Lynn Margulis speaks about the Gaia hypothesis for 
the 2004 TourteUote lecture. Margulis is a biologist who is 
considered by some to be one of the most famous biologists 
in her field. 


At present, the Earth's atmosphere is 
79% nitrogen and 21 % oxygen with traces 
of other gases such as C02 and methane. 
The abundance of nitrogen and methane 
gas creates a reactive atmosphere-ideal 
condition for supporting life forms . 
The combination of gasses suggested to 
Lovelock that Earth is a self-evolving, 
self-regulating system. 


"Gaia is controversial because it 
cannot ignore other disciplines. In order 
to study Gaia, the atmospheric chemist 
must study biology; the evolutionary 
biologist must study geology. In other 
words, you can't study Gaia within a 


lecture, "I thoroughly enjoyed Lynn Mar
gulis. I am not a science major, but she 
was able to make what could have been the 


which was followed by a 30 minute question 
and answer session. "Gaia is the environmen
tal regulatory system at the surface of the 
Earth," Dr. Margulis said during her presenta-


single traditional academic subject." Dr. Margu-


See Margulis, p. 2 


Protesters demonstrate at Ward Connerly lecture 
Eli Savit 


News Editor 


"I don't think there is any
thing more difficult to discuss in 
our society than race," began Ward 
Connerly in his speech at Dalton 
Theatre last Thursday evening, 
"and I don't think that there is any 
place more difficult to discuss it 
than on a college campus." 


Outside, the dozens of demon
strators protesting Connerly's "K" 
College appearance may very well 
have agreed. 


The visit by Connerly--a black 
member of the University of Cali-


fornia Board of Regents who is a 
vocal critic of affirmative action-
sparked fears of disruptive protests 
by pro-affirmative action groups. 
Kalamazoo city police dispatched 
a number of officers to the Fine 
Arts building both for Connerly's 
speech and the protests that pre
ceded it. In the end, however, the 
demonstrators remained peaceful 
and Connerly's speech concluded 
without any major incidents. 


The main protest rally, spon
sored by the Michigan NAACP, 
kicked off on the steps of Dalton 
roughly an hour before Connerly's 
speech was scheduled to begin. 


Over one hundred people attended 
the protest, despite the fact that a 
light drizzle persisted throughout 
much of the event. 


Belying police concerns of 
violence or disruptive behavior, the 
overall mood of the protesters was 
boisterous and upbeat. Speeches 
on the merits of affirmative action 
were interspersed with songs such 
as "Lift Every Voice and Sing," 
and "This Little Light of Mine." 
The event concluded with protest
ers joining hands and singing "We 
Shall Overcome." 


A number of black clergymen 
addressed the crowd, giving the 


event a somewhat ecclesiastical 
feel. Typical was a speech given 
to the demonstrators by Pastor 
Jay Lewis Felton of the Greater 
Michigan Baptist Church. 


"Affirmative action began 
with God," said Felton. "The 
reason to believe in affirmative 
action is because God started it." 


"When God took the yoke of 
oppression off my back spiritually, 
governmentally, and politically, 
that was affirmative action. Every 
action I take is affirmative action. 
Ward Connerly may not support 


See Protest, p. 3 
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Ward Connerly (center) addresses an audience member during the question and answer session of his speech last week Thursday. Connerly was brought to campus to 
speak about the use of preferential treatment based on race. 


Connerly's speech emphasized acceptance as individuals 
Eli Savit 


News Editor 


A capacity crowd of about four hundred people packed 
into Dalton Theatre last Thursday evening to hear a speech 
by anti-affirmative action activist Ward Connerly. Connerly, 
an African-American, serves as a member of the University 
of California Board of Regents. In 1996, he successfully 
spearheaded the passage of Proposition 209, an initiative 
that sought to ban race-based affirmative action in the state 
of California. He is currently supporting a similar initiative 
in Michigan, known as the Michigan Civil Rights Initiative 
(MCRI). 


His speech Thursday was sponsored by the Kalamazoo 
College Republicans. 


Connerly's presence on campus drew a number of pro
testers from across the state. The National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) held a protest 
rally prior to Connerly's speech on the steps of Dalton (see 
related story). 


In his speech Thursday, Connerly spoke about his 
upbringing in rural Louisiana and his personal experiences 
with race. He said that one lesson which his maternal grand
mother had taught him was "as a young dark-skinned person, 
you're going to have to work twice as hard just to get people 
to treat you equally." 


However, Connerly emphasized his belief that people 
should be treated as individuals. Only once society recog
nizes indiviaduals in their individuality, Connerly said, will 
the issue of race be resolved. 


"Until we get comfortable with the notion of difference, 
and learn to accept you as an individual...we're going to have 
to deal with this issue of race," Connerly said. 


"The whole notion of treating individuals as individu
als and judging them on their merit is fundamental to our 
society," he continued. 


Connerly said that he had begun his tenure on the Cali
fornia Board of Regents as a supporter of affirmative-action 
admissions policies in higher education. However, he said 
that he quickly realized that "there is no such thing as a harm
less transaction," when one person is admitted over another 
by virtue of their race. 


A more just alternative to affirmative action programs in 
colleges and universities, Connerly said, would focus more 
attention on improving the K-12 educational systems in eco
nomically depressed areas. Connerly argued that the primary 
determinant of educational success in America was not racial 
but results from socioeconomic and familial factors. 


"Whether you have a parent who is a college graduate is 
a far greater determinant of whether you will attend college 
than your race," said Connerly. 


Connerly repeatedly rejected the claim that affirma
tive action policies are necessary in order to right historical 
wrongs perpetrated against blacks by whites. He noted that 
many of those who benefit most from affirmative action 
policies are of Hispanic descent, while many students who 
are denied entrance to colleges or universities because of 
affirmative action programs are Asian-Americans. 


During the run-up to the speech, there was some concern 
that Connerly's speech could be marred by unruly behavior 


on the part of protesters. It was rumored that the anti-affirmative 
action group BAMN was planning to block entrance to Dalton 
or to verbally disrupt Connerly's speech. 


However, no such disruptions occurred, and the audience was 
quiet and respectful throughout the event. During a question and 
answer session following the speech, a few audience members 
challenged Connerly's claims regarding affirmative action. Some 
such challengers received substantial ovations; however, the audi
ence applauded just as effusively after Connerly's responses. 


"I thought as a whole the event went smoothly, with both 
sides cooperating," said College Republican treasurer Blake Hurt. 
"I thought for the most part the questions asked [by the audience 1 
were relevant, if not a tad rambling. I was happy that the protestors 
did not hinder entrance to the event, and to be honest, I thought 
their presence there played a positive role in the event." 


Hurt said that Connerly had been paid a $5,000 honorarium 
to speak at Kalamazoo College. The money for the honorarium 
came from a combination of the College Republicans' organization 
budget and from the Young America Foundation, an organization 
that descnbes itself as the "principal outreach organization of the 
Conservative Movement" 


One incident of note came afterthe conclusion ofConnerly's 
speech. Kalamazoo city commissioner Don Cooney ran to the 
stage and berated Connerly and College Republican president 
Dan Carlson for not calling on him during the question and 
answer question. 


''You've got no guts, Connerly," yelled an irate Cooney. ''I've 
been following you for twenty years. You've got no guts!" 


Connerly, who was speaking with reporters at the time, 
did not respond. 


Margulis/ Own theory developed while working on Gaia hypothesis 
continued from page 1 


lis said in an interview. "Lovelock referred 
to this as academic apartheid-academics 
are in their fields and in their budgets and 
they resist crossing those borders. Gaia 
challenges the academic to look beyond 
his own area of study." 


Dr. Margulis began her work with 
Lovelock as the Gaia Hypothesis inter
faced with Biology. While she was 
working on the Gaia Hypothesis she put 
forth her own theory on endosymbiosis, 
which attempts to specify the symbiotic 
relationship between the host cell and the 
symbiont that resides within it. The theory 


on endosymbiosis asserts that symbiosis, 
not chance mutation, provided the impetus 
for evolution. 


Today, Dr. Margulis is a Distinguished 
University Professor in the Department of 
Geosciences at the University of Massa
chusetts, Amherst. She earned a Ph.D in 
Genetics from the University of California 


at Berkely in 1965 and in 1983 she was 
elected to the National Academy of the Sci
ences of the United States. The National 
Library of Congress, Washington D.C., 
announced in 1998 that it will perma
nently archive her papers and in 1999 Dr. 
Margulis received the Presidential Medal 
of Science from William J. Clinton. 
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NPRjournalistJuanWilliamsbringsperspectiveto'K' 
David Nachtweih 


Index Staff 


Commenting on the current political issues of the 
nation, Juan Williams illuminated the factors changing 
it, and also predicted the issues to drive the election this 
coming fall. Williams, who is a senior NPR correspondent 
and analyst for Fox News, spoke during Friday"s chapel 
as this year's Thompson lecturer. 


"On the surface, the fall election appears to be 
between the red states and the blue states. Most say the 
race is to close to call, but in fact all that paralysis only 
hides a tremendous amount of shift in the American Body 
politic," Williams said. 


Using his most recent trip around the nation, Wil
liams discussed what he saw as the Republican and 
Democratic initiatives, and the peoples' responses to 
their platforms. 


"Who [you can] trust to continue the war on terror, 
will be the message Republicans will be running on," 
Williams said. On the other hand, Williams said Demo
crats will center their campaigns around the economy 


and growing national debt. 
"In the last few months, women have lost faith with 


the war on terror and have begun g ing back to the 
Democratic side," Williams said. 


In Williams's opinion however, the shift did not 
signal support for Senator John Kerry. H cited a recent 
poll that six of every ten people would vote for Kerry 
solely because he is not President George W. Bush. 
"The fall election will be a referendum on President 
Bush," Williams said. 


After his spe ch, Williams took time to address 
some of the I<irculating th campus. specifically Ward 
Connerly's visit and affirmative action. From the perspec
tive of his trip around the country. Williams d cussed 
the significanc affirmative action played am ng the 
communities an people he had met. 


"If you talk t> people who are leaders in Am ican 
life, they have a sense that in order to insure the f ture 
of their enterprises hey have to deal with racial dIversity 
and the emergence f women." 


Williams noted at omen purchased 65% of cars 
purchased in America in the year 2003 . A car company, 


Williams said, could not miss out on that market, and 
as a result have used affirmative action to further their 
success. 


To further his argument on the emergence of women 
and minorities, Williams pointed out that the number of 
minorities in the country was nearly one-third ofthe total 
population. Members of that population, Williams said 
are rising to the middle class increasing their economic 
significance. 


In relation to Connerly's visit and the MCRl, Wil
liams said that if the initiative passed in Michigan it 
would have ramifications across the country. Williams 
said that if the initiative does pass in Michigan that it 
would be another step along the path of eliminating 
affirmative action in America. 


Beyond banning affirmative action in the state, Wil
liams said the implications of contradicting the Supreme 
Court would speak to conservative dissatisfaction with 
liberal judicial opinions across the country. "Even as the 
court has ruled athat in admissions race can be a factor, 
we would have the people of Michigan saying that they 
don't want that." 


Protest/ BAMN non-violent, members not barred from attending 
continued from page 1 


affirmative action, but Ward Connerly has 
benefited from affirmative action." 


Another notable speaker was the Rev
erend Terrance Jacob, who is visiting from 
South Africa. Jacob led the demonstrators 
in a traditional South African chant mean
ing "Power to the People," and then drew 
comparisons between racial inequality in 
his home country and racial inequality in 
America. 


"It's not enough just to have democ
racy," said Jacob. "Freedom is not just the 
vote. It's not by accident that we have the 
haves and the have-nots. So why do people 
think that it is by accident that [equality] 
will come about?" 


LaCresha Roberts , 24, stood on the 
steps of Dalton throughout the protest 
with a sign that said "Stay Awake! Sup
port Affirmative Action." Roberts, who is 
enrolled at Western Michigan University'S 
school of social work, said that she had 
come to the protest to show Ward Con
nerly and others that there is substantial 
disagreement to his beliefs in the state of 
Michigan. 


"I want Connerly and others to know 
that there are plenty of people who stand 
by affirmative action ," said Roberts. 
"Affirmative action means [being given a] 
chance. It is not a choice. We ' re not going 
to stand silently and let this man and others 
take affirmative action away from us." 


Captain Joseph Taylor of the 
Kalamazoo City Police Depart
ment was one of a number of offi
cers patrolling the event. Taylor 
confirmed that his department 
had received a specific warning 
concerning the possible activi
ties of the pro-affirmative action 
group BAMN (By Any Means 
Necessary) during the Connerly 
speech. He said that the police 
department had received a tip 
stating that "a couple busloads" 
of BAMN members planned to 
come to Kalamazoo College and 
disrupt Connerly's speech. 


Taylor said that the depart
ment had received no specific 
warnings concerning the meth
ods that BAMN planned to uti
lize; however, he noted that at 
past events BAMN had engaged 
in disruptive verbal abuse to the 


- Counesy of me 'K' College Republicans 


Members of the College Republicans gather together with Ward Connerly and members of the 
Michigan Civil Rights Initiative Board, Chetly Zarker, Barbara Grutter and Jennifer Gratz. 


point where scheduled speakers were 
unable to continue. 


"We have a few officers here as a 
presence, to facilitate a free exchange of 
ideas and a peaceful event," said Taylor. 
However, he emphasized that members of 
BAMN would not be barred from attend
ing the event. 


In fact, members of the Ann Arbor 
chapter of BAMN did attend Connerly's 
speech. Ben Royal, who identified himself 
as recent University of Michigan graduate 


and a BAMN member, said that the orga
nization brought two to three carloads of 
people to Kalamazoo to protest Connerly's 
appearance. Yet Royal denied that BAMN 
intended to engage in any disruptive verbal 
exchanges. 


"We're going to ask Connerly ques
tions he cannot answer and that the right 
wing cannot answer," said Royal. "That's 
the extent to which we disturb anything." 


In the end, very few BAMN members 
were able to secure tickets to the sold-


out Connerly event. Indeed, only one 
question was asked of Connerly by any 
BAMN member. A young man kicked 
off the question-and-answer portion of 
Connerly's speech by asking him why the 
Ku Klux Klan had endorsed the Michigan 
Civil Rights Initiative, a piece of legislation 
being pushed by Connerly that seeks to end 
affirmative action in Michigan. Connerly 
responded that he neither sought nor wel
comed the Klan's support and the exchange 
concluded peacefully. 







4 LETTEItS THE INDEX 


Bringing bias to the forefront 
The purpose of this letter is to highlight how the 


structure of The Index, Sixth Week edition, indeed 
reflects a particular bias. I will highlight a few points 
concerning the paper's layout and function as sup
port 


Point I: It seems to me that The Index has yet 
to a balance between events passed (coverage), and 
upcoming events (advertisement). The Sixth Week 
edition contains a front-page advertisement, not 
news coverage, for Ward Connerly's visit to campus. 
Strikingly, it also covers 95% page 2. It explains 
Mr. Connerly's beliefs, how the K Republicans are 
related to his visit, what his speech will cover. I do 
not believe that 1.5 full pages are needed to advertise 
the subject matter of Mr. Connerly. Indeed, the writ
ing style of the article reflects a bias, with paragraph 
after paragraph stating Mr. Connerly's history/personal 
beliefs. Simply put, the article should have advertised, 
introduced, and then let the student body attend the 
event to hear there what Mr. Connerly has to say. If 
desired, afterward, write about the actual event, which 


is news coverage. 
Point 2: Page 3 shows pictures of K Republicans at 


the President's speech, yet page 6 has the other side to the 
story: students from the same College being removed from 
the event. Indeed, more advertisement - this time, for the K 
Republicans. There was no "story" per se with these pictures, 
only captions. Furthermore, is "The Sex Files" not more 
appropriate under an "Opinion" section? This space should 
have been used to show the other side of the story concerning 
the President's visit. Yet, by separating the two sides within 
the actual layout of the paper, one sees the paper's bias and 
this College's biggest debate: separation of students based 
on ideology. 


Point 3. The Editor in Chief of the Newspaper, truly 
the voice of the paper, proposed in her Letter, "the College 
Republicans are arguably among the most active student orga
nizations ... hosting events that merit coverage .... [Other] 
organizations have only one or two events ... meriting cover
age." Indeed, what the voice of The Index states is that certain 
events are not only more important than others ("merit"), 
but that The Index will honor these events with "coverage." 


Coverage, meaning The Index will go out, cover the 
event, write the story. Ms. Dorman continues, dis
cussing the relationship between "Opinion" articles 
and "letters to the editor," as she seeks more action 
from the student body. She wishes for liberals to 
sign up with The Index. Yet, I expect more from The 
Index. Instead of accepting letters week after week in 
opposition, why not have a staff member already in 
place interview these Liberal students? Their opinions, 
indeed, "merit coverage". 


Truly, then, who gets to decide which events 
merit coverage and those which do not? Hopefully, 
this is the Chief Editor's decision making. And, if 
so, we see clearly which choices have been made for 
the structure and function of this College's Student 
newspaper: those of a conservative bias. Yet, there's 
nothing to get too upset about. It's almost impossible 
for anyone not to have a bias of some sort. However, 
please do not pretend that this paper does not. 


--Daniel Menzo, K'04 


In a recent editorial, The Index 
asked the Kalamazoo College 
campus "to provide the paper with. 
.. a liberal [opinion]" in response to 
comments that The Index has been 
Republican heavy this year. 


The top half of page 3 is devoted to 
pictures of the RepUblicans volunteering 
at President Bush's campaign rally at 
Wings Stadium. No article; just pictures 
of conservatives in their "signature black 
shirts." Sidenote: Another group had sig
nature "black shirts" as well. They were 
known as Facists. Check out Google; 
search word: Mussolini. 


states, attended one of the best CBs in 
its ten-year history. These stories must 
have also been on page 9, and I simply 
missed it. 


Show, they have been more visible 
and active in a short amount of 
time than most other groups. 


Also noted in the edito
rial was the understaffed Index. 
Could it be that liberal-minded 
people have given up writing for 
it because they feel the bias of the 
newspaper? It does no good to ask 
"Where are the liberals?" after you 
chased them away. 


Thanks for the invitation. 
I would first like to point out 


The Index is indeed conservatively 
biased. Let's look at last week's 
issue. The Republican-sponsored 
Ward Connerly LAC occupied both 
most of the front page and the entire 
second page. Where is the article 
discussing the rally in opposition to 
Mr. Connerly? I must have missed 
it on the elusive page 9. 


Where was the article covering the 
students protesting Bush outside Wings? 
Forty Republicans may have volun
teered, but more than that were chanting 
and waving signs. Where was the article 
reporting the success of Kaleidescope's 
Crystal Ball? Five hundred people, from 
K as well as from other universities and 


As for the assertion that the Republi
cans are the most active group on campus, 
and "a lot of organizations have only one 
or two events per years meriting coverage" 
... excuse me while I laugh. 


This quarter alone, Kaleidescope 
joined the nation-wide Day of Silence; 
they also held the Crystal Ball (see above) 
and will soon present Queer Eye for the 
UK" Guy. I think kudos are also in order 
for the Philosopher's Stomping Ground. 
With their Bitter Diatribe series, Vaginas 
Abroad presentation, and upcoming Art 


THE INDEX 


The liberals are still here. 
We're simply saddened, enraged, 
and disappointed in The Index. At 
least, I know I am. 


--Lynn Brewer, K'04 
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MAY 13, 2004 LETTEItS 
Bush rally rejections inexcusable 


Word came out May 3rd and quickly spread 
to alumni, national newspapers, and websites. Al 
Franken mentioned it on the radio. Everyone is 
talking about it. Yet in the aftermath, the most key 
players, the Campus Republicans, fail to make m 
public statement concerning the event. Boy, someone 
really dropped the ball on this one. 


Although the K7 brought the issue to light, it first 
began in November when PhylJis Schlafty brought 
brazen sexism and homophobia to K. I had no gripes 
with K Republicans last year. This year, I become 
more frustrated daily with tactics employed by some 
of their members to distort K's image and divide 
campus. And I don't think I'm alone. 


When K Republicans were given charge of tick
ets for this rally, many blatantly discriminated. A 
friend of mine was asked by her own boyfriend (!), 
a Republican, to not attend, because tickets had been 
granted on the condition that holders form a cheering 
section for Bush; she wanted to just listen respectfully. 
When a Republican informed Oems via email how to 
obtain tickets without going through CRs (as the K7), 
a superior rebuked him by email then removed him 


from their listserv! Republicans claimed only members could 
attend, and had to undergo background checks and secret 
service interviews. This was the case for them, apparently 
sanctioning them to defame classmates under the guise of 
"security" as "threats" and possible "disturbances." 


The K7 claim only two or three were mostly responsible 
for the ejection. Last year, similar thinking lead to chalk 
washings silencing the peaceful message ofGLBTSO, and the 
perpetrators may even overlap. Names remain absent here, as 
it's nobody s right to out or slander peers on hearsay. Rather 
than defame more individuals, students should recognize the 
hateful ideology that, in an effort to silence dissent, manifests 
itself in behaviors like these. 


Given the assertions, a public statement by the Republi
cans is necessary stating clearly that they do not condone such 
behavior, especially by members, who proudly wore their 
T-shirts at the rally representing the group. I commend the 
conscientious (truly heroic) statements made by one Repub
lican in a May 7th email to the CRs, though, in deference to 
him and his organization, I'll neither reveal the content nor 
his identity. Suffice it to say, he deserves your handshake. 
I encourage other organizations interested in civil liberties, 
freedom of information, and diversity to assert that repressive 


behavior is not tolerated here, preparing statements 
concerning the allegations and the implications such 
behavior has for the campus climate. 


Note also that media attracted when Ward Con
nerly visited presents to the public the ilJusion that 
K is at odds over the issue of race. Though I'd never 
silence organizations by precluding controversial 
speakers like Schlafty and Connerly, consider that 
their invitation makes strong implications about what 
T-shirt wearing members believe, and potentially 
polarizes our population. To anyone with progres
sive interests I warn: do not feel so comfortable about 
K's "liberal" image. A minority of well-funded and 
well-connected extremists have besmirched your 
reputation. And this does not only affect cafe-con
versation. This affects your image as a future K grad 
and future enrollment at Kalamazoo. 


Authors note: This following letter is abbrevi
ated. Please read full text at <htq:l:llcc.kzoo.edu/ 
-k02nkOI1K7Letter.htrn>. 


Representing no one but myself, in the interest 
of continuing open dialogue, 


--Nate Krefman K'06 


How to interpret the College 
Republicans apparent complicity 
in having fellow students ejected 
from the Bush rally? To put it in 
perspective, one must acknowledge 
from the outset that it's by no means 
the only occasion when some of us 
have been abusive of others' rights 
to voice their opinions. But still I 
wonder whether consideration of this 
event should not include reference 


to the larger political context in which it 
occurs, most especially the Bush Admin
istration's systematic disregard for human 
rights. Bush's very first executive order 
denied elemental contraceptive services to 
women all over the globe. Bush has actively 
defended our policy of denying legal coun
sel and even communication with family to 
those detained after 9/1 I. Under the cloak of 
the USA PATRIOT ACT, agents of the Bush 
Administration have infiltrated, questioned 


the loyalty of, and sought through surveil
lance to intimidate anti-war groups. For 
reasons that the abuse and torture of pris
oners make clear, Bush has even refused to 
join the World Court and submit the United 
States to the basic system of human rights 
oversight that the huge majority of other 
nations has endorsed. 


administration and its supporters, 
from top to bottom, readily excuse 
all manner of rights abuses. I have 
waited for the College Republi
cans to issue a public apology-- in 
vain. But then, the Bush Admin
istration refuses to apologize for 
anything. 


The word "hippie" in contemporary society has 
been reduced to a superficial measure of one's style 
of dress, musical tastes, or circle of friends . In our 
parents ' time, however, the word "hippie" meant 
much more-- it embodied an idealism for societal 
change so radical it seemed impossible. Their 
utopian goals were criticized as unrealistic and 
ridiculous at the time of their conception, but their 
fanaticism was necessary for the liberating changes 
they managed to incite. 


Our own generation has lost this needed ideal
ism. In a recent conversation with a close friend, I 
was scolded for even expressing a tentative desire 
to vote third party. She argued that I was "throwing 
my vote to Bush," and, further, that she did not think 


Generously, one might excuse the 
College Republicans' actions as merely 
an immature impulse. Unfortunately, this 


--Kim Cummings, 
Department of Sociology


Anthropology 


there was "any hope for things to be different than they are." 
While I understand the emergency we face in needing to 
rid of the White House of George Bush, I am disturbed by 
the thought that we are settling by deciding to accept the 
lesser of two evils rather than reach for something more, 
something better. 


In the 2000 presidential election, the Green Party gar
nered 2.75% of the popular vote and with just 5% of the 
popular vote, the party would have been granted a much 
needed and significant increase in federal funding. It can ' t 
be denied--money drives our political world and thus money 
is needed for change. An increase in federal funding for the 
third party would mean the beginning of something more 
radical and liberating than we have seen, an evolution that 
could compare to the good work of those before us. 


The polarization of our campus's political 
climate has been highlighted in recent events 
regarding the Kalamazoo Seven 's ban from the 
President's rally last week. This conflict has 
inspired national coverage that discusses the line 
drawn between Democrats and Republicans of our 
generation. What my liberal peers were trying to 
do in attending the rally to simply listen was good 
and right, but I am more concerned over the gen
eral trend that we are resigning ourselves to only 
two political paths. This is so alarming because 
neither path leads us anywhere close to a society 
of revolutionary dreams. We must find the road 
less traveled. 


--Meridel Thomson, K '06 
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The Files 
Written by 


Anna Maxbauer 


Bring in the toys: sex toy facts 
There's really nothing wrong with sex toys. Foreign 


objects have been used for pleasure by everyone from 
the ancient Greeks onward, and today's sex toy industry 
suggests the fad isn't likely to die out any time soon. 
Many objects fall under the umbrella heading of "sex 
toy," including dildos (phallus-shaped objects, some of 
which vibrate), orifice plugs, swings, and even dolls. 


Sex toys have taken a lot of heat in the past for not 
being "natural," but a lot people seem to be getting past 
that stigma. However, there are plenty of people who 
don't know where to begin an investigation of foreign 
bedroom objects. Many girls, for example, aren't sure 
whether to get a clitoral stimulator, a vaginal stimula
tor, or a combination of the two. Other times the price 
of a toy (which can range from $5 for a ring to $5000 
for a custom-made doll) scares away people who don't 
like the idea of paying money to get off - kind of funny 
considering how much most of us are willing to spend 
on other stuff that doesn't feel nearly as good. 


So why invest in a sex toy? Some people buy vibra
tors (which come in every size, shape, and style under the 
sun) because they find manual self-service cumbersome; 
others just like keeping their hands clean while mastur
bating. And, of course, there are multitudes of people 
who prefer the feel or RPM of a toy to the real thing. If 
you're not sure what works for you sexually, making use 
of your hands or a toy is a good way to investigate the best 
modus operandi to pleasure. Whatever your motivation, 
there's definitely something out there for you. 


Toys have a reputation for being a woman thing, but 


today just about anything can be used androgynously. 
Some men find that holding a vibrator to their frenulum 
(that intersection of skin ridges underneath the penis 
head) is a fast track to orgasm, while others insist stimu
lating the perineum (the skin between the testicles/vagina 


If you're not sure what 
works for you sexually, 
making use of your hands 
or a toy is a good way to 
investigate the best modus 
operandi to pleasure. 


-- Anna Maxbauer 


and anus) is better. Penis rings (a textured, rubbery band 
worn at the base of the shaft) have a stellar reputation for 
being universally friendly, and can be used in conjunc
tion with fingers, dildos, or whatever else you can fit 
it on. Cylindrical toys are good for penetration (duh), 
but if that doesn't do much for you, consider a smaller 
bullet-shaped vibrator instead (note: excellent if you're 


female and committed to your clitoris). 
Then there's the fine print. If a toy is going to touch 


your naughty bits, condoms are a must (and will make 
cleanup easier). Wash your toy after every use and store 
it somewhere cool and dry. Keep your toy yours and 
yours alone, as sharing can spread all sorts of nasty bac
teria between users. It's also been suggested that all sex 
toys should be replaced annually to minimize the risk of 
contamination or infection. 


So, you say, where can I investigate or purchase sex 
toy-type products? Though there are a few shops scat
tered around our side of the state, you'd probably need to 
head to Ann Arbor or Chicago to find anything serious. 
The biggest and best sex toy market is definitely online, 
and most sites are very good about keeping purchases 
private-the company's normal-sounding decoy name will 
come up on your credit card statement, and orders are 
shipped in very nondescript packaging. 


Bottom line: toys are fun and can really spice up your 
sex life. Pay attention to how your toy usage might effect 
your relationship with your bf/gf - be open about it, and 
if yo.u really think the toy feels better, work with your 
partner so he/she doesn't feel shafted - the toy should 
compliment your relationship, not interfere with it. A 
lot of people aren't keen on taking the toy route--and if 
it's not for you, that's cool--but remember not to knock 
it until you've tried it. Sure, it's funny that some people 
need batteries to get themselves off, but embrace the 
humor and get on with it. 


Old Times successful, intriguing performance 
Megan Morrissey 


Features Editor 


It was like "Old Times" at the Festival 
Playhouse production of Harold Pinter's 
play. The production was an intentionally 
stripped down retelling, with a greater 
focus on characters and their interaction. 
The play featured a scintillating perfor
mance by Emily Campbell in the role of 
Kate 


Set in a converted farmhouse on the 
English countryside, "Old Times" is the 
story of Kate and Deeley, the married 
couple who live in the farmhouse, and 
Anna, Kate's dearest friend. The couple 
has an off-beat relationship, seemingly 


based more on status and power than 
love or compatibility. Deeley is morbidly 
fascinated with the women's friendship, 
hoping to glean details that he may use 
to show up his wife's friend and exert his 
power. Anna seems prepared to handle 
this; her apparent motive is to reclaim 
Kate's attentions, to have them as she did 
in their working days. 


The rivalry deepens as Kate leaves 
the room. While her pursuers dissect her 
life and personal habits, it becomes clear 
that Kate is too mercurial to be seques
tered by friend or husband. She subtly 
holds center stage, holding the others at 
her mercy. While Anna and Deeley thrust 
and parry with verbal swords, Kate's most 


devastating weapons are the thoughts and 
feelings she has left unspoken. 


It has been said of Harold Pinter that 
through his use of silence and pregnant 
pause he has "gutted the English Lan
guage, allowing it to flow ever afterwards 
more easily and more cleanly." This qual
ity makes the characters' dialogue that 
much more important: to make a verbal 
gaffe is the ultimate loss of stature and 
advantage. This style of speech splendidly 
complements the pared down stage and 
set. By stripping everything to the basics, 
the audience is able to focus clearly on the 
relationships forged between the charac
ters; their motivations, shortcomings, and 
idiosyncrasies. 


"Old Times" is a palpable and intrigu
ing representation of marriage, friendship, 
and enmity. 


The Faculty, Staff and Stu
dents of Kalamazoo College 
are cordially invited to attend a 
celebration honoring President 
and Mrs. James F. Jones, Jr., 
Friday, May 21 2004. from 3 - 5 
o'clock in the afternoon remarks 
at: 4 o'clock in Old Welles, Hicks 
Center, Kalamazoo College. 
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Sleeplessness takes a serious toll 
Shari Rudavsky 


Knight Ridder Newspapers 


Odds are you didn't get enough sleep last night Maybe you 
stayed up late watching that movie. Or your alann summoned 
you out of bed too early. Perhaps you tossed and turned, obsess
ing over a problem. 


You're in good company. More than two-thirds of Americans 
fail to get the recommended eight hours of sleep, a 2002 National 
Sleep Foundation poll found. Some suffer from insomnia or apnea. 
Others are juggling two jobs, sweating over a business or living 
life to the max and not sleeping as much. 


But skimping on sleep has repercussions beyond gaping 
yawns. Insufficient shut-eye affects our mental and physical 
abilities, contributing to mistakes at work and accidents on 
the road, research shows. Sleep deprivation may also tax the 
immune system and increase the risk of developing heart disease 
and diabetes. 


Once largely confined to the bedroom, sleep problems 
are entering doctors' offices and researchers' labs. In less than 
a decade, the Nlli has doubled the money it allocates to sleep 
research, nearly $190 million last year. 


"Sleep does indeed matter. There's no substitute for getting a 
good night's sleep on a regular basis," says Dr. Carl Hunt, director 
of the Nlli's National Center on Sleep Disorders Reseaft:h. 


Cable television, the Internet and a push to work more have 
whittled down our time in bed. On average, Americans sleep about 
an hour less a night than they did 20 years ago, Hunt says. Our 
stressed-out lifestyle may also be increasing insomnia, the most 
common sleep disorder, some sleep specialists believe. 


As many as 40 percent of the adult population loses the ability 
to fall asleep at some time. For most, it's a fleeting condition. But 
for many, these sleepless nights stretch over weeks, then months, 
and then become chronic. 


As miserable as a sleepless night can be, rarely are the days 
any better. Chronic sleep deprivation, also called sleep debt, dulls 
job performance, sapping people's cognitive function and creative 
ability, says Dr. Daniel Buysse, a University of Pittsburgh sleep 
expert. People who have a full eight hours of sleep display better 
problem-solving abilities than those deprived of sleep, German 
scientists reported a few months ago. Otherresearchers have found 
that a task as simple as pushing a button in response to a signal 
grows more difficult the less sleep one has had. 


"If you sleep insufficiently, you function insufficiently. That's 
nature's rules, not mine," says Dr. Robert Schader, president of 
the Sleep-Wake Disorders Center of South Florida. 


Doctors, many of whom regularly stay up overnight during 


training, know this well. 
One 1997 study found 
that after 24 hours without 
sleep, a person's mental 
and physical skills are as 
compromised as if he or 
she had a blood alcohol 
level of. I percent, which 
in Florida would fall 
under the drunk driving 
statute. 


Scientists are just 
beginning to recognize 
the ramifications of 
sleep loss. One study 
found that nurses who 
slept five hours or less 
a night had a nearly 40 
percent higher chance of 
developing heart disease 
than colleagues who got 
three more hours of sleep 
a night 


Another study found 
that subjects limited to 
four hours of sleep for 


-photo illustration by Katie Donnan 
A familiar desktop scene? New research suggests that the internet and increased workloads 
keep people from sleeping at night, which can have devestating healt effects. 


six nights developed 
decreased glucose tolerance, a precursor to diabetes. This sug
gests that long-term sleep loss may contribute to the obesity 
epidemic, Buysse notes. 


With all the baggage we bring to bed, will we ever get a good 
night's sleep? Doctors say it depends on the underlying cause. 


''People who are cutting back on sleep don't need to see the 
doctor, they need to get more sleep," Buysse says. 


That's not an option for insomniacs who find themselves 
lying in bed, staring at the clock. 


Sleep specialists advise insomniacs to change their sleep 
habits, avoiding stimulating 
activities like woIking or read-


Gonzalez, co-medical director ofMercy's Sleep Lab. ''This is like 
teaching a baby how to sleep again." 


Some insomniacs will sleep fine in a different setting, such 
as a hotel or even a sleep lab. Once they return to their own bOO, 
they'll revert until they recondition themselves, says Dr. Alejan
dro Chediak, chief of the Sleep Disorders Center at Mount Sinai 
Medical Center. 


"It's desensitizing them to the environment that provokes or 
accentuates the sense of anxiety when they're about to sleep," he 
says. ''You have to have them regain their confidence." 


(c) 2004, The Miami Herald. 


House for Rent 
ing a gripping novel. They may 
also restrict their time in bed for 
a few weeks to restart their abil
ity to sleep. 


219 Ingleside, Kalamazoo 


''You teach your baby to 
sleep well ... But when we are 
adults, we pretend that sleep 
just happens," says Dr. Brenda 


5 bedrooms, living room, formal dining room, sunroom, 
kitchen with nook 


(tables + chairs), computer room, full basement, 
washer & dryer, refrigerator & stove 


More info contact Judy at 269-651-4775 


New 6 Bedroom 4 Bathroom Townhouse for Rent: HOUSE FOR RENT AT 426 ELDRED STREET. 
Located Directly across the street from the Firehouse Bar. 


~ew fridge, New stove, New dishwasher, New washer and dryer. 
New wall to wall carpeting and Central Air. 


Rental Rate is $2,220 per month. That is $370 per month each. 
Avail now, or in Aug 2004 thru July 2005. 


For more info contact Mike K. at 269-349-9499, or email 
KIEWIETGROUPINC@AOL.COM 


6 Bedroom, 2 full bathroom, hardwood floors, paved parking. 
Located 50 steps from K-College Hicks Center. 


Across street from Jimmy Johns sub shop. 
Rental Rate is $1,800 per month, thats only $300 each per 
month. Full year lease available starting Aug. 2004-2005. 


for more info contact Mike K. at 349-9499 or email 
KIEWIETGROUPINC@AOL.COM 
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Intermural softball fun for all 


Lisa Grove 
Index Staff 


As the Inebriated Nation and Mango Key take the field on 
an April evening, the players remind themselves that no matter 
what the ump says, the score is "fun to fun."That's the atmosphere 
maintained by most of the intramural softball teams here at "K" 
year after year. 


This year there were seventeen tearns playing in two leagues 
for fun, relaxation, exercise, and of course, the championship title. 
Fourteen of those tearns have qualified to compete in the tourna
ment that began this past Monday. 


Intramural softball teams are composed of eight males and 
eight females and include students, faculty, and staff. The staff 
team is usually the favorite, but this year the competition seems 
a bIt fiercer as Ditka and the Towing Company step it up; they, in 
addition to the staff team, have only one loss. 


"K," and while both competitive baseball 
and intramural softball are enjoyable, this 
is much less strenuous." 


Sophomore Andy Gray of the 
Scandalous Zeebs had thoughts along 
the same lines, "We just try to have fun; 
we like to win, but that's not the main 
objective." 


While members of the "K" softball and baseball teams are 
not permitted to play on the intramural softball teams, the league 
provides an opportunity for former baseball and softball players 
to enjoy their sport without hard-core competition. Sophomore 
Bryan Seymour, a player on the Inebriated Nation, comments, "I 
played baseball for my city for thirteen years before coming to 


To keep the level of fun high and 
the level of competition low, one of the 
more easy-going aspects of the intra
mural league is the inability to strike
out or be walked. Also, when a play is 
questionable, the runner usually gets the 
benefit of the doubt, and is called safe. 
The student umpires uphold the rules 
of the game, ensuring a proper ratio of 
men to women in the field, the a1temation 
between men and women in the batting 
order, and occasionally chasing down a 
rogue softball. 


--photo courtesy ofwww.kzoo.edu 
Last yeat's faculty intermural softball team (pictured here) is revamped and 
ready to go this season. 


Colin Baumgartner 
Sports Editor 


There are 74 people com
peting in the tnathlon this 
weekend, but I bet, no matter 
how hard you try. you will 
only count 56 people swim
ming, biking or running by. 


That is because, 10 


a format unique to the 
Kalamazoo College way, 
there are nine teams of three 
competing in the event. Unless 
you're a math major, I might 
have lost you already. 


Basically, being a team 
means that one member 


Spectators are invited to come enjoy the games which are 
played at 6: l5pm and 7:30pm at the soccer and football fields 


on weekday nights, although no alcohol is allowed on or near 
the premises. 


COLIN'S COrtNErt 
swims the 500 meters. the second 
member bikes the 20 kilometers, 
and the third member runs the five 
kilometers. 


"J really believe that format 
of the triathlon. though uncon
ventional in a lot of ways, really 
benefits all those that would like 
to participate," said sophomore 
Student Commission member 
David Council, Chairman of the 
2004 Triathlon. 


Allowing teams as well as 
individuals to compete has been 
a long-standing tradition of the 
triathlon, and one that Council 
felt necessary to uphold. 


"F or a lot of people. just run-


ning a 5k is a colossal challenge, 
and those individuals shouldn't 
be expected to have to tackle the 
swimming and biking as well if 
they want to be involved," Coun
cil said. "With this format, we 
open the range of possibilities 
and really allow for competitors 
of any athletic background to have 
a great time." 


For some, it is simply a matter 
of not having enough time to train 
properly for all three events (not 
entirely a surprise considering 
where they go to school). 


"Of course," as Council 
notes, "those who are interested 
in putting themselves through 


the gauntlet of swimming a 500, 
biking 20k, and running 5k, they 
are able to do so in the standard 
Triathlon format.·' 


In case you didn't do the 
math earher, there are a total of 
47 individual participants. 


The swimmlOg portion will 
take place in our own pool and 
kicks of the event. Tnlst me, all 
56 swimmers will be packed 10 


like sardines - quite a sight, and 
easily the most viewable of the 
three events to boot. 


The biking, which follows 
the swim, will take the competi
tors out past US-131 and them 
bring them home on Douglas 


Avenue (all while avoiding the 
potholes). 


If that weren't enough. the 
running portion will take them up 
the hill, through the nice residen
tial area behind campus, before 
an al\ out sprint through campus 
itself. The mapped-out course is 
just two-and-a-half kilometers, 
meaning it will take two laps to 
complete the course. 


The triathlon begins at 8: 
OOam on Sunday. If anyone 
wants to join my 2004 Triath
lon-wa~ching team please let me 
know, cause I'm in no kind of 
shape to watch all three events 
by myself. ~ L-______________________________________________________________________________________________________ --J 


• 


Baseball 
Tri-State 11, Kalamazoo 5 
Tri-State 12, Kalamazoo 6 


SCO~EBOA~D 


*Senior Terry Brock named to All-MIAA second team 


Softball 
*Freshman Lynsey VanSweden 


named to All-MIAA second team 












BRIEFS 
Free Burma Coalition 


needs donation packages 


The Free Burma Coalition 
welcomes all students, fac
ulty, and staff to pick up a 
list of package ingredients, 
purchase them, and join the 
coalition at their Wed. night 
meeting 8th week at 6 p.m. 
in Gilmore Parlor to color 
pictures, write notes, and 
put together individual
ized packages for children 
from Burma. You can 
contact Heather Abraham 
(kOlhaOI@kzoo.edu) or 
take a slip at the FBC bulle
tin board near the Mailhut. 


Other Campus Events 


Read about today's inau
gural Plante & Moran 
Accounting Symposium 
and other upcoming events 
in Happenings on page 2. 


INSIDE 
Beanie Babies & more 


Read about some 
of our famous 'K' 
alumni on page 4. 
Time for the political 
parties to listen to 
each other. Eli Savit 
chimes in on page 7. 


Students noticed for misdoings overseas 
Eli Savil 


NEWS EDITOR 


Editor s Note: The follOWing story contains a 
number of anonymous quotes. The Index uses 
anonymous quotes only if they are deemed 
essential to the reporting of a news story. A 
number of students who were interviewed for 
the following story refused to be quoted by 
name, citingfears of disciplinary repercussions 
from the College if they were to be quoted. It 


trouble. "1 honestly can't remember too many 
nights from my time in [a Kalamazoo College 
study abroad location]," said a K senior who 
studied overseas. "1 was blackout drunk every 


his name nor his study abroad location be divulged 
in this article. "But ifJ 'm being honest...my day[s] 
pretty much revolved around drinking." 


Student mischief abroad is hardly limited to 
drinking. Students from a number of study 
abroad sites reported that either they or their 
compatriots engaged in misbehavior ranging 
from drug use to fights to shoplifting. At least 
one student reported being arrested for public 
drunkenness on study abroad, and several others 
reported run-ins with either police or foreign 
security officials. is the judgment of the editorial staff that these 


concerns are legitimate. and thus warrant the 
inclusion of several anorrymous quotes in this 
article. 


As every ''K'' student knows, study abroad 


night" 


Kalamazoo students are hardly the only 
ones misbehaving on study abroad: A lengthy 
article published in the New York Times this 
summer noted that a~ more students nation
wide opt to participate in study abroad, reports 
of American students engaging in "drunkenness, 
misconduct and other trouble" have become 
more widespread. The Times article interviewed 
officials from colleges and universities across 
the country about student misbehavior, includ


is an integral part of the typical Kalamazoo Col
lege experience. Students who go abroad are 
presented with the rare opportunity to become 
completely immersed in a foreign culture. On 
study abroad, students gain a deeper under
standing of the world around them, and, quite often, 
learo a lot about themselves in the process. 


Either that, or they just get drunk and cause 
"1 mean, 1 did my work and some cultural 


stuff, too," said the student, who asked that neither 


ing Joe Brockington, the associate provost of inter
national programs here at Kalamazoo College. 


See Behavior on page 6. 


POWER fashion show to hit 'K' 
Chelsea Phelps 
FEATURES EDITOR 


Fashion and fashion shows 
have been a prominent part of 
society for decades. Most people 
watch them, look at the clothing 
and move on. But is there more 
to a fashion show than just fash
ion? 


According to the Kalamazoo 
College chapter of the Progressive 
Organization of Women Engaged 
in Revolt (POWER), fashion and 
fashion shows are a direct reflec
tion of the physical standards 
society places on women. 


POWER plans on demonstrat
ing this correlation by hosting a 
fashion show POWER style, Tight 
Girdles High Heels: A Feminist 
Fashion Show on November 15 at 
8:30 in the President's Lounge. 


"It is a fashion show that 


will look at fashion, starting in 
the 1950s and going through 
today's fashions, examining 
what has been done to the ima.ge 
of women and women's self 
esteem," said Laurel Stiedmann 
K'07, POWER member. 


As it turns out, fashion may 
not be just about fabrics and 
colors. 


"Fashion is not inherently 
evil," said Lisa Findley K'05, 
POWER coordinator. "It is fun 
to look nice and form your own 
style, but what are the social 
expectations in which you 
develop that style? 


"For example, women in the 
1950s were meant to be curvy 
because there was a big push to 
stay at home and be mothers, 
and after the so-called sexual 
revolution of the 1960s, Twiggy 


See Fashion on page 5. 


Football team hit hard by 
suspesnions to many freshmen 


Roger Garfield 
OPINIONS EDITOR 


Fourteen freshmen football players were suspended less than 
24 hours before the tearo's game against Adrian this past Saturday 
for inappropriate conduct at a team study session. 


The incident occurred over two weeks ago in an Olds-Upton 
computer lab, but Dean Vaughn Maatman chose to forgo hand
ing down disciplinary action until all information concerning the 
event was deciphered. 


According to an anonymolls football source, here's what 
happened: 14 of the team's 18 freshman were present in the 
classroom. The session was overlooked by a fellow teammate, a 
sophomore. After an earlier encounter with the sophomore. two 
of the freshmen decided to retaliate when he left the room. One 
freshman urinated in the sophomore's water bottle; the other 
freshman set the mouth of the bottle between his buttocks. When 
the sophomore returned to the room, he proceeded to finish the 
remaining liquid in the bottle. 


See Football on page 4 







N THE 
KATE'S PEOPLE 


Name: Ashley Brenke 
Birthday: November 12,1984. 
Hometown: Riga, MI. 
Year: Junior. 
Dorm: Crissey. 
Studies: Major in Computer Science, 
minor in English. 
Classes: Intto to Cultural Anthropol
ogy, Principles ofProgranuning Lan
guages, Modernism/Postmodernism: 
American Literature 1914 to Present 
Activities: Computer Science TA, 
Sisters in Science, production crew 


for the • K' production of Threepenrry Opera. 


Favorites: 
Rice Kitchen entree: Chicken fried rice. 
Sodexo entree: Quesad.ilJas. this year. 
Smell; Spring rain. 
Texture: The inside of new sweatshirts. 
Beatle: Ringo. 
Font: Palatino. 
Childhood toy: A pair of red plastic ruby slippers. I was obsessed 


with TIle Jf'izarrJ of Oz as a child. 
Progranuning language: Java! My first language. 
Professor: Alyce Brady, Computer Science. 
'K' class (so far): Playwrighting, Ed Menta. 
Campus spot: The pretty area between Trow and the chapel. Also, 


I love the TAlab in OU 308. 
Song this week: "Astronomy" Blue Oyster Cult 
Quote: "The great~i thing you'll ever learn is just to love and be 


loved in return" -Moulin Rouge. 


What is your current AIM icon? A little, twirling Sailor Moon. 
If you were an animal cracker, what would you be and why? A 
came~ 1 think, or a giraffe, because they have the most interesting 
shapes. 
List three adjectives your friends would use to describe you: Upbeat, 
kinda serious, too-hol-for-tv (according to Mars). 
List three adjectives you would use to describe yourself: Quiet, 
romantic, really geeky " ". 
What are your passions? Writing, art and happy endings. 
What inspires you? People who have made it against all odds inspire 
me and, personally. either knowing that 1 can do my best or knowing 
that I can learn something ncw. Often both. 
What is the best thing you have learned at 'K' outside of class? Even 
though this is kind of a roundabout answer, I think the best thing I've 
leamed is that there is so much to be learned.lt's honestly taken me two 
years to figw-e that out, but I':n glad I finally picked up on that. 
If you could change one thing about the world, what would it 
be? 1 would love to make people realize that sometimes they worry 
about very ridiculous things that they have no business worrying 
about (myself included). If everybody could just wake up and real
ize what's really important in !his world 1 think things would be a 
lot different and a lot better. 


UAD The Index 


Players' actions hurt Nickert's chances 
Football coach deserves at least one more year at the helm 


When a football coach goes 
into his team's last game with only 
one win on the season, chances are 
job security is an issue. That's just 
the nature of the sport (even at the 
Division ill level). 


But head football coach Van 
Nickert should have had nothing 
to worry about. His defense (led 
by senior linebacker Jeremy Vani
sacker) has excelled this season, 
despite constantly being put in tough 
situations at crucial times of almost 
every game. And his young offense 
(led by sophomore quarterback Tim 
Kaselitz) bas shown signs of having 
a bright future. 


All a coach and an athletic 
department can ask for over the 
course of a season is improvement 
on the field and acceptable conduct 
off the field. And Nickert's squad 
was batting 2-for-2 until an unfor
tunate incident involving some play
ers at a study session two weeks ago 
(story on page one). 


After 14 suspensions were 


Here's a look at campus 
events in the week ahead: 


TODAY 4 p.m., Recital Hall 
(LAC) - Leslie A. Murphy, 
from the accounting firm of 
Plante Moran, gives a lecture 
entitled "Corporate Ethics in 
the New World of Sarbanes
Oxley." 


8 p.m., Dalton The
atre (LAC) - "Sex Signals," 
(improvisational comedy, 
education and audience 
participation) explores 
gender role stereotypes and 
misunderstandings between 
the sexes. 


FRIDAY 10:50 a.m., Stetson 
Chapel - Jeanne Hess and 
others lead a discussion on 
the topic of spirituality and 


handed down by Dean Vaughn 
Maatman last Friday, Nickert was 
left without a number of starters on 
both offense and defense and prac
tically no special teams unit. The 
Friday decision was 
tough timing for the 
team, preparing for 
Adrian the next day. 
But perhaps the pun
ishment fit the crime 
in this case. 


In college ath
letics, the scapegoat 
for an incident like 
this one is often 
the coaching staff. 
After all, they don't 
pay tuition, so their 
loss is easier to cope 
with. Sometimes all 
it takes is an incident like this one 
coupled with a rough season for a 
school to hand its coach his walking 
papers. And chances are that Nickert 
is more worried about his job now 
than he was before the incident. 


HAPPENINGS 
stress and ways to make one's 
life more whole entitled "Spiri
tuality at Kalamazoo College." 


5 p.m., Registrar's Office 
- First-year registration forms 
due. 


MONDAY 9 a.m., Center for 
International Programs - Study 
Abroad Applications available 
for sophomore. 


5 p.m., Registrar's Office 
- Visiting international student 
registration forms due. 


8:30 p.m., President's 
Lounge - POWER presents a 
feminist fashion show. 


TUESDAY 8 p.m., Olmsted 
Room (LAC) - Patricia Ward, 
winner of the GLCA New Writ
ers Award for fiction for her 
novel The Bullet Collection, 


Anyone would be. 
I believe, however, that Nick


ert deserves the fair shake that he 
hasn't gotten yet. I don't think that 
one unpleasant incident by a pair of 


senseless freshmen 
is a true indication 
of the program he 
runs. 


The true 
indication of his 
program can be 
seen in the reac
tion of his team 
on the field and in 
the classroom after 
occurrence like this 
one. In the past two 
weeks, the team 
has taken care of 
its business in the 


classroom and, win or 10se,I'm sure 
they'll make it 2-for-2 this Saturday 
with a strong effort at Tri-State. 


Nickert's job may even depend 
on it, even though it shouldn't. 


--Colin Baumgartner, K'05. 


gives a reading. 


THURSDAY 4p.m., Dewing 
103 (LAC) - Marc Silberman, 
from the University of Wis
consin, leads a discussion on 
the life of Bertolt Brecht, 
his concept of epic theatre 
and the major themes and 
historical reception of The 
Three Penny Opera entitled 
"Bertolt Brecht's The Three 
Penny Opera." 


8 p.m., Balch Playhouse 
(LAC) - Festival Playhouse 
presents its production of 
The Three Penny Opera, 
by Bertolt Brecht and 
Kurt Weill. The show runs 
through Sunday and student 
admission is ~1 on Thursday 
night and ~5 for Friday and 
Saturday. 
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Jeanne Hess: a force of inspiration and compassion 


Kale Boehm 
LAyOUT EDITOR 


Whether you have seen her speaking 
at Chapel, coaching on the volleyball court, 
smiling across a classroom or sitting on the 
couches in Hicks, Jeanne Hess has touched 
your life in some way. 


Aside from holding the position of Asso
ciate Chaplain, Hess coaches the volleyball 
team, is an associate profes
sor in the physical educa
tion department (teaching 
Mind/Body among others), 
runs the Friday Chapel 
program and informally 
mentor students all over 
campus. Since her arrival 
in 1984, Hess has inspired 
thousands of students and 
continues to do so with 
every graduating class. 


I organize the Stetson Chapel Chapter - local 
clergy dedicated to campus ministry - and I 
direct the Kalamazoo Athletic Fund. I have 
a soft spot in my heart for the Non-Violent 
Student Organization, having been a supporter 
since their early days, and the Wellness House, 
which began as a brainstorming session with 
students over 10 years ago. I am the Division 
III representative to the American Volleyball 
Coaches Association board of directors, which 


-photo courtesy of Jeanne Hess. 


is a great expe
rience working 
with several 
coaches from 
all over the 
country. 


Q: What brought you to 
K? A: Volleyball. My 
husband and I had moved 
to Kalamazoo from Ann 
Arbor in 1982 when he took 
the women's basketball job 
at Western. Kalamazoo 
Central HS was in the 


Jeanne Hess, Associative Chaplain, asso
ciative professor of physical education, 
women's volleyball coach and advisor, has 
been inspiring 'K' students since 1984. 


Q: What hob
bies and inter
ests do you 
have outside of 
'K'? A: I would 
have to say my 
family comes 
first - Jim and 
I have been 
blessed with 
two great sons, 
both of whom 
are student-ath-


market for a volleyball coach, and I did that 
for 2 seasons until a friend asked if I would 
want to coach at K College because she was 
moving back to Indiana. I said, "Sure-what is 
K College?" There had been a different coach 
every year of the 6-year old varsity program, 
and when I interviewed with Rolla Anderson, 
he &aid "How long are you going to stay?" to 
which I replied, "As long as Jim's at Western." 
Well, Jim left Western in 1990 and I'm still 
here. Circumstances worked out very well 
between those first 3 years as part-time coach 
to being hired as half-time faculty in 1987 to 
coming on full time in 1991. The halftime 
period allowed me to be at home with my sons 
when they were little, so it was a win-win for 
me. When I look back at my K beginnings, 
I never could have imagined such fulfillment 
and purpose 20 years later. You just have to 
trust the process. 


Q: What organizations and activities are you 
involved in? A: Besides my various hats at K 
- Volleyball Coach, Department Chair of PE 
and Athletics, Associate Chaphiin - I have been 
a perpetual member of Campus Life Commit
tee; I am on the Academic Council, Early Alert 
and Strategic Planning Advisory committees; 


letes. Andrew 
is a sophomore pitcher on the University of 
Michigan's baseball team, and that's been 
a blast to follow. He was born 6 days after 
my first season here, so you can imagine the 
rough start to my collegiate coaching career! 
Kevan is a junior at Kalamazoo Central and 
quarterbacks the football team and catches 
on the baseball team. There was one week 
last spring where we had a baseball game 
every day from Sunday-Sunday between the 
2 boys, but fortunately, I really enjoy watching 
baseball. Most important, though, they are 
excellent students, but the nuts really didn't 
fall far from the tree. 


I love golf with all its challenges and 
social opportunities, and I feed my need to 
move with workouts at least 3 times a week. 
My parents have moved to the west side of the 
state, and I enjoy spending time with them too. 
We are members of St Thomas More Student 
Parish, and I spent last spring co-chairing our 
Capital Campaign for renovation. I belong to 
Pax Christi, Kalamazoo Non-Violent Oppo
nents of War, The Institute of Noetic Sci
ences and am just reconnecting with the Girl 
Scouts, having been one for II years growing 
up back in Plymouth. I have a mentee, Sarah, 
who supplies a need for girls in my life, and 


a very special friend Steve, who lives in the 
Residential Opportunities Inc. system. 


Q: What is the most important thing for you 
to accomplish? What are you passionate 
about? A: Wow - Besides living my faith, and 
helping others find and live theirs, I would say 
that my passion has evolved into wanting to help 
K students achieve many things: championships, 
goals, health, happiness and a positive sense of 
self The different things I get to do on campus: 
coach, teach, administrate and chaplain are all 
vehicles that allow me to interact with amazing 
people on a daily basis. This place is all about 
the people for me. I love them. I suppose I'm 
most passionate about letting the students know 
they're loved. 


Q: Who has inspired you the most? A: So 
many people. Jim, my husband, who is a great 
dad, and works for opportunity for all young 
people; Sandy 
Vong, my coach 
at Michigan, origi
nally from Shang
hai, taught me that 
true volleyball 
is played within. 
Tish Loveless, the 
first women's AD 


graduation, and I marvel at the forces that allow 
me to share in their lives. As is said, I am twice 
blessed - I am blessed and I know it. 


Q: Is there one thing you live by or a philoso
phy you have about life? A: Love your neigh
bor as yourself, which is harder than it sounds. 


Q: What do you want your legacy to be? A: 
That I loved fully, enjoyed this life, and helped 
others do the same. 


Q: What advice do you have for students? A; 
Love your neighbor, find the good in everything, 
discern your purpose, be grateful for this amazing 
educational opportunity, ask for help, laugh a lot, 
hydrate, feed yourself well, seek fitness, sleep 7-8 
hours a night, find silence each day in prayer or 
meditation. Give back to those who have fed 
you mentally, physically and spiritually. Most 
of all, imagine your greatness! 


Presents 
here at K, fought 
battles for women 
in the early days 
of Title IX. All 
the pioneers in 
mind-body medi
cine. Father John 
Grathwohl and all 
clergy who have 
shared their faith; 
so many friends 
and family who 
embraced and 
fought disease 
and those who 
have gone before 
me, fearless, 
into death. All 
are tremendous 
inspiration, and I 
am so grateful for 
them. On a daily 
basis, however, 
our students are 
the ones who get 
me going. I have 
seen what they 
do here and who 
they become after 


THREEPENNY OPERA 
BY BERTOLI BRECHT & KURT WEILL 


NoveITlber 18-21, 2004 


"OH, THE SHARK HAS 
PRETTY TEETH DEAR." 


BOX OFFICE: 269-337-7333 


THURmAY DOllAR NIGHT TlCKH~ AT THf DOOR ONLY 







FEATURES 
Famous faces that passed through 'K' 


Robyn McBride 
STAFF WRITER 


As children, we all dream of 
being famous. However, most of us 
have probably tossed this thought 
aside, as we know that it's "unrealis
tic" to think we could be. 


But there is still hope beyond 
college. Here are some people 
who started out at 'K' and moved 
on to become famous. 


Though not a graduate, Ty 
Warner, the creator of the beloved 
Beanie Babies® collection, 
attended 'K' his freshman year, 
according to about-beanies.com. 
He studied drama in the 1962-
1963 school year before deciding 
to move to California to pursue an 
acting career. 


She performed in one campus 
play, 'The Little Theater onbeGreen 
Goose," before she left for New York 
to pursue her acting career. Since then, 
she has been seen on television and in 
movies like Cruel Intentions, Legally 
Blonde and, more recently, Hellboy. 


Lisa Kron, a critically acclaimed 


the Kalamazoo College Distinguished 
Achievement Award for her work. 


Brick Mason K'75 majored in 
art and is now a storyboard artist and 
a second unit director. He has worked 
on about fifteen movies, including The 
Sixth Sense, Sleepless in Seattle, As 
Good as it Gets, and The Village. 


If it had not been for his 
internship in New York City with 
an artist, Mason would have been 
pre-med. 


When this failed, he sold 
plush animals for a toy company 
before starting the Ty, Inc. ® in 
the late 1980s. 


One famous 'K' Ty 
Warner, the creator of Ty, Inc. 
and the Beanie Babies collection. 


Athlete Jeff Gorton K'OO 
competed in the Olympic trials 
for diving last June. According 
to the Division ill Diving and 
Swimming website, Gorton did 
not qualify for the Olympics but 
received praise for his accom
plishment, as it is rare to see a 
Division ill graduate make it to 
the qualifying rounds. 


Gorton earned many 
awards while attending col
lege here at 'K.' He holds 


Since then, he has made the 
Forbes list as one of the wealthiest 
men in America and he has sparked 
one of the biggest trends in the toy 
industry. 


Another 'K' near-graduate is 
actress Selma Blair. According to the 
college's magazine "Lux Esto," she 
attended for two years, from 1990-
1992, and studied drama and English 
while here. 


writer, actor, and performance artist, 
obtained her B.A. in Theater Arts from 
'K'in 1983. 


According to the college's 
website, Kron's solo performance 
piece "2.5 Minute Ride" received 
an Obie Award, an LA Dramalogue 
Award, a GLAAD Media Award and 
Drama Desk and Outer Critics Circle 
nominations. 


In 2003, she was the recipient of 


the Division ill title for the 3 
Meter Dive. He is also a five-time 
NCAA-III National Champion, 
NCAA Diver of the Year in 2000, 
eight-time NCAA-ill All American, 
MIAA MVP in 2000, four-time 
AII-MIAA and eight-time MIAA 
champion. 


These are just a few of the 
famous faces to pass through 
Kalamazoo College. 


The Index 


Football/ suspensions 
Continued from page 1. 


All 14 freshmen present 
were suspended for the rest of 
the team's season. Further dis
ciplinary action may be taken 
against the two students who 
identified themselves as being 
responsible for the bottle def
ecation. 


The team was unaware of 
the suspensions until just before 
their practice on Friday, Nov. 5. 
Maatman met with the team but 
did not want the coaches and 


captains to be present, the foot
ball source said. At that time, 
he notified the players of the 
14 suspensions. Since all of the 
14 freshmen were starters, the 
team had a hectic time trying to 
get people on the same page for 
their game the following day, 
the source added. 


"I think it was a football 
matter," the source said. "The 
coaches could have taken care 
of it themselves. No one else 
needed to get involved." 


(RIME BEAT 
If you have information on any of these case please 


contact security (337-7321): 


11/2 - Larceny of a bicycle (locked). $265 worth of 
merchandise was taken. Security reminds all students that if 
you have a bike on campus make sure to have a good lock
ing device for it. 


*Security note: Several vehicles have been broken into 
in the Chrissy/Severn area. Security is making extra patrols, 
but recommends that car owners do not keep valuables in 
their vehicles and keep them locked at all times. 


What grace! That was aliI could say after hearing 
our 5 speakers and 3 musicians on Sunday at the Family 
Service in Stetson. It was perfect! We all just had our 
instructions and showed up. Sometimes grace is in 
the showing up. I had asked the speakers to prepare 5 
minutes on the topic "The Spirit ofK." And everything 
they said was perfect, like voices blending in a choir, 
except all at different times. 


Take Wednesday, for example. I don't know who 
it was, but in a moment that will forever remain in my 
memory, two saxophone wielding students spread the 
joy of music over the entire quad. People said it was in 
protest or in anger, or was it perhaps in knowing that they 
spoke from the heart with the instruments they love the 
most? What grace! It changed my entire day. Unexpected, 
spontaneous joy! 


And then the students -those advisees who seem 
to mUltiply between quarters-(:ome with the greatest 
news or the most wonderful surprises. Today I had 
an advisee tell me he was excited about calling the 
Salvation Army to be a bell ringer because Target had 
dropped access to all their stores and they needed to 
add ringers at the smaller stores. (The number to call 
if you want to do this is 344-6119). That was Amaz
ing Grace! 


The music weaved its way through the service pro
viding the perfect moments of awe. I am ever inspired, 
or in-spirit-ed by these perfect interactions with this 
K Community. 


Last Friday I entered my office only to find the most 
beautiful bouquet of flowers on my desk. Usually the 
work of my spouse, I expected to read the card with his 
traditional greeting, but again, unexpectedly, the card was 
signed by a dear friend at the college who just thought 
I needed a boost. Not only that, but the card that only I 
could open said that indeed, laughter is the only thing we 
need-- I opened and read it as I thanked her for her gen
erosity of spirit and we both had a great laugh. Grace!!! 


Even though the mission statement says that our 
job is to prepare students to live -- sometimes it is 
the students who are preparing me to live. And I am 
grateful. . 


Jom us this Friday in Chapel at 10:50 as we explore 
the stories of Stress and Spirituality for the students 
with local clergy and counselors. I get a feeling that 
there will be some grace at work there, too. 
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Fashion/ Show raises issues FROM THE COUNSELING CENTER 


Continued from page 1. 


about seeing things in a larger 
social context and how fashion 
works into that." 


The show came about to 
explore an important issue that has 
existed for decades. 


"Through
out history, 
women have 
had to adapt 
themselves to 
the expecta
tions laid out 
for them by 
a male-domi
nated society," 
said POWER 
member Rose 
GroseK'08. 


"It is 


the show. Afterwards, we will invite 
the audience to break into small 
groups to discuss body image in 
their own lives." 


"I am researching fashion 
and body image in the 1950s," 
said Grose. "I will be showing off 


essential that 
we investigate 
how society 
in general has 
oppressed 
women through 
expectations 
about their 
bodies, clothes, 
makeup. How 
women believe 
they must look 
directly relates 
to the attitudes 


- Photo courtesy of Rose Grose. 


pictures of 
ads, celebri
ti es and rea I 
women of 
that time 
period as 
well as mod
eling a dress 
designed 
in the style 
of the 50s 
housewife. 
We will be 
investigat
ing the 
similarities 
in opinions 
about wom
en's bodies 
throughout 
time and will 
question our 
society and 
fashion 
today in the 
same light." 


Freshman Rose Gross poses with a 
power tool in her 1950'S style dress, 
expressing the sentiments of the 
upcoming POWER fashion show. Another 


key differ
ence in the show will be the com-of the time periods they are living 


in." 
Obviously, this show will be 


different from those of Versace, 
Chanel and Ralph Lauren. 


"There will be short segments 
on different decades," said Findley. 
"There will be a lot of images and 
all sorts of visual stimulation during 


mentary. 
"The models are speaking," 


said Stiedemann. "People are not 
speaking for them; there will not be 
any male commentary like there are 
in normal fashion shows." 


According to Stiedmann, the 
show is a response to an issue that 


Editor in Chief 
Colin Baumgartner 


Layout Editor 
Kate Boehm 


News Editor 
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a lot of POWER members wanted 
to address. 


So where are they coming up 
with all of these clothes? 


"Personal closets, parents, 
Poly and Esters, the costume 
shop," said Findley. 


"Women are amazing. The 
more I learn about feminism, the 
more I love it: what it can mean 
for women and men, how we can 
reconceive our campus and our 
world," said Findley. 


POWER does more for 
women at K College than sponsor 
events; it creates a safe haven for 
women. 


"The community of women 
that I have found in POWER has 
helped me adapt to the pressures of 
'K' and to adapt to life as a college 
woman," said Grose. 


"Especially now, in a time of 
insurmountable resistance to the 
desires of women, reproductive 
rights and civil rights in general, 
it is necessary for women to have 
a voice on campus. I attended a 
pro-choice rally the first week at 
'K' and am happy to say I have 
found my outlet for resistance and 
change throughout POWER." 


Findley said POWER allows 
women to have a special place on 
campus. 


"I like having a place to talk 
about these issues each week," said 
Findley. "POWER is a welcoming 
group for women on a spectrum of 
consciousness." 


POWER meets on Wednes
days at 5 p.m. in the POWER! 
Kaleidoscope room next to the 
mail hut. 


THE INDEX 
Features Editor 
Chelsea Phelps 


Next week is eighth week - the toughest week of the quarter for 
many students - big papers due, big tests - lots to finish before Finals 
Week. How do "K" students get through this crunch? 


First, make sure you know assignment due dates and dates for 
tests - even for your finals. Use your planner or make a chart for the 
last few weeks of the quarter to get a big picture of what you need to 
do. Be clear about what is expected for assignments and what tests 
will cover. 


Second, try to be REALISTIC in estimating how much time you'll 
need to study for a test or write a paper. Ifhard to predict, over estimate 
- it causes much less stress. Spread both the studying and writing over 
several days. 


Third, plan your time using those realistic estimates. Try to "chunk" 
big assignments, i.e. get all the research materials you'll need for a paper 
and type the bibliography, read and take notes on one source at a time, 
write the intro one day, the first point or argument the next, etc. For 
tests, figure out what you need to do to review and break that up into 
reasonable chunks for several days preceding the test. 


Fourth, work hard when you're working - don't do things halfway 
- the work is not as high quality and it takes more time. 


Fifth, take breaks and don't think/worry about work when you do. 
It's not a break if you're obsessing about your test or paper. 


Sixth, avoid procrastination - it feels good for a short time, but 
causes much more stress in the long run. Use brief periods of time (e.g., 
the hour between classes) to get small tasks done. Small completed tasks 
do add up and relieve stress. 


Seventh, remember that you are not your grades. There is much 
more to you than how you perform. Your reference group at "K" is a very 
tough one - everybody is from the top fourth of their high school class. 


Eighth, remember perfectionism requires a lot more time and worry 
than doing a very good job. Aim for the very good job. 


Ninth, do whatever helps you keep perspective - talk to parents, 
laugh with friends, pray, think about what you'll be doing in ten years 
and whether this particular test! paper will matter then. 


Tenth, try to sleep, eat and exercise as usual. There's still four 
weeks till finals are over - you have to be ready for the long haul. Get
ting sick will take much more time from your work than sleep, meals, 
and exercise. 


Remember this is a stressful time, but you will get through it - and 
you will get it through it more easily and effectively if you take the 
best care of yourself you can - intellectually, physically, emotionally, 
and spiritually. (Attend Chapel this Friday - focus is on Spirituality at 
"K".) 
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Behavior/Excess partying abroad Submissions Wanted 
Continued from page 1. 


"I had two students in Asia 
who decided that they would drop 
beer bottles on passing cars," 
Brockington was quoted as saying 
in the Times. "We are hearing 
from our associates overseas, 
'We're tired of this. We're not 
g{Jing to do this anymore. Don't 
send us your troublemakers." 


have engaged in substantial mis
conduct overseas, approximately 
mirroring the national percentage 
of students that engage in sub
stantial misconduct on campus. 


tices" to which Brockington refers 
include not sending students with a 
long disciplinary history overseas, 
as well as providing a proper orien
tation to students studying abroad 


As we approach the eighth week of the fall quarter, I'd like to 
ask for your opinion-on anything and everything. The great thing 
about our school paper is that it gives us all a chance to be heard. 
And on such a diverse campus, a multitude of varying opinions exist 
and are begging to be debated upon. 


Brockington was out of 
town for most of the two weeks 
preceding this article's publica
tion, and was unable to sit for 
an interview. However, in an 
email exchange, Brockington 
maintained that "the quote in 
the Times was taken completely 
out of context." 


before their departure. 
The 0.18% incidence rate 


cited by Brockington in his 
rebuttal may not accurately 
reflect the percentage of stu
dents who misbehave on study 
abroad, because it only counts 
those behavioral incidents that 
are reported to the College. 
Every student interviewed for 
this article said that the Col
lege still does not know about 
the misbehavior or legal run
ins that they either witnessed 
or partook in abroad. 


Nevertheless, it is true that 
a great !lumber of Kalamazoo 
students who study abroad 
do not engage in any serious 
misconduct. 


If you ever find yourself talking with friends about interesting 
and argumentative issues concerning political views. cultural dif
ferences, campus trends, or other such matters, please don't hesitate 
to try and put these opinions on paper. The Index could use more 
controversial opinions each week. 


Liberal Arts Colloquia and other on-campus events are great 
opportunities to go develop opinions. While many of our profes
sors tend to keep their own views out of their courses, the speakers 
that appear on campus are most definitely opinionated. ChaIlenge 
what they have to say. If something or somebody or some group on 
campus pisses you off. don't keep your feelings bundled up inside. 
Express yourself. 


I'm calling on all students to pour your opinions over to me each 
week. Even if you don't think of yourself as an articulate writer, 
give it a shot anyway. I'll do my best to edit all submitted opinions 
without interfering with the writer's initiative. 


If you have an opinion but you fear having your name accom
pany the content of your argument, don't worry. Simply state to 
me that you would prefer not to be identified in the newspaper and 
your opinion will appear anonymously. 


Along with Margaret Wie
denhoeft, Brockington wrote a 
rebuttal to the Times article at 
the invitation of the Institute 
of International Education. 
The report maintains that "The 
story here is not that so many 
student misbehave on off
campus programs, but rather 
that so many students ... are so 
well prepared for and supported 
during their sojourns that these 
become truly transforrnative 


The majority of students on study abroad 
do not engage in any serious misconduct, 
but the few that do get all the press. 


"s ure, I drank on study 
abroad--maybe three times a 
week--but rarely in excess," 
said Steven Yeun, a senior 
who spent part of last year in 
London. "I never got in trouble 
or broke any laws. I took full 


All opinions can be submitted to me at k03rgOl@kzoo.edu. If 
your opinion is ignored one week. don't let that deter you. I won't 
be able to include every submission each week, so if your words 
mean something to you, keep sending them. Persistence is a great 
way to be acknowledged, but on our campus, the best way is inside 
the pages of the Index. 


experiences. " 
Brockington's rebuttal claims 


that only about O. I 8% ofK students 
who study abroad are reported to 


Brockington credits the College's 
adherence to "good practices" in 
screening and preparing students 
for study abroad. The "good prac-


advantage of the opportunity to 
travel and learn about other cul
tures, and I'm happy with both my 
conduct and with my experience." 


r thank you in advance for your submissions, and I look forward 
to reading your opinions. 


--Roger Garfield, Opinions Editor. 


THE SEX FILES: MUTANT BABIES AND HORNY MONKEYS 
Last weekend, I ran out and bought the new Shrek 2 


DVD. WARNING: SPOILER TO FOLLOW. 
In the very, very end, after the preliminary end credits, 


we see Donkey and his girlfriend, Fire-Breathing Dragon, 
reunited with Dragon bringing Donkey a surprise. Little 
"mutant babies" come flying in, each with some combina
tion of donkey and dragon present in their appearance. 


Aha, I thought to myself. Donkey and Dragon had pre
marital sex. This is a revolutionary concept in children's film, 
since the ''happily ever after" end scene rarely involves more 
than a sweet, no-tongue-involved kiss. 


For a while now, people have chosen to have sex long 
before marriage. Not a big deal for most of the population. 


But men and women choosing to have sex today are 
getting younger and younger. In fact, the average girl in 
America today loses her virginity at age sixteen. 


While I don't necessarily agree with waiting until marriage 
to get it on for the first time, I do take issue with the shrinking 
age of the first-time sexual encounter. 


People who know me might be a bit shocked to read that 
last bit For me, it's not a question of morality or protecting the 
"children" from sex. Heck, five-year-olds can do it till they're 
blue in the fitce for all I care, as long as it's done responsibly. 


High school folks are having sex these days, so let's educate 
the horny little monkeys about it 


So often the topic of conversation revolving around sex 
in high schools is "I love himlher, we're going to be together 
forever. So I'm gonoa do it with himlher!" when it should be "I 
make himlher use protection, because I don't want to get an STD 
or pregnant So I need to run to the drugstore!" That conversation 
rarely (if ever) happens. 


And even more rare is the high schooler who makes sure 


to get tested for STDs every year. Why? They're afraid that 
*gasp* their parents will find out they're having sex. 


Big deal. How do you think you came into the world? 
The stork? 


Maybe the reason I'm contemplating all this is because 
my little sister is now in high school. And she's a cutie. A 
blonde, tan, skinny, mini-skirt-wearing, fifteen-year-old 
cutie. 


I'm terrified, not because she'll have sex (because 
everyone does, except fornuns), but because she might have 
unprotected sex. So I'm going to pass this article along to 
her, and if you have a brother or sister in high school, I hope 
you do the same. 


And God help the man who gives my sister an STD, 
because the fire-breathing dragon will have nothing on the 
wrath that will rain down upon him from the big sister. 
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Wake up, fellow Democrats 
Eli Savil 


NEWS EDITOR 
Like many Democrats, [ woke 


up last Wednesday morning wonder
ing what is wrong with 51 percent of 
our country. Like many Democrats, I 
could not for the life of me understand 
how so many Americans could bring 
themselves to vote for President Bush. 
And like many Democrats, the phrase 
"stupid idiot hick Ohioans" crossed 
my lips many times last week. ButI'm 
done being condescending to every
body who voted for Bush, because 
I've had an epiphany: If Republicans 
are so stupid, how the hell did we just 
lose an election to them? 


We Democrats love to think that 
we'resmarterthanRepublicans, which 
is why bookstores from Ann Arbor to 
San Francisco are filled with best
sellers with names like Baby Bush s 
First Coloring Book But the collec
tive condescension of the Democratic 
Party is coming back to haunt us. Part 
of the reason Democrats got trounced 
last Tuesday is that our arrogance and 
disdain for Republicans has made us 
totally unable to engage in any sort of 
serious debate. 


Democrats- from the party's 
leadership to its rank-and-file college 
members-aren't taking Republicans 
seriously. We are unable to compre
hend why somebody would support 
a candidate that screwed up royally in 
Iraq and is running up a record deficit 
because he is a "man of conscience." 
We don't understand why so many 
people vote Republican because of 
issues like abortion and gay mar
riage. But instead of engaging in open 
and honest debate with Republicans 


(and potential Republicans) about there are plenty of smart, rational 
so-called value issues, we conde- people voting Republican out there. 
scendingly lecture them about the [f we don't start taking their perspec
role of government. tives seriously and begin engaging in 


"Look," we say to our pro-life a real and open debate about issues 
friend. "Abortion is a contentious that matter to them, we're going to 
moral issue, and it's constitutionally be losing elections for a long, long 
not in our government's jurisdiction time. 
to regulate." If our pro-life friend By the way, it's not just the 
still fails to see that abortion is a con- Democrats that are culpable. Repub
tentious moral issue, well, then she's licans in America aren't exactly 
stupid, so there's no point in having bending over backwards to under
a real and open conversation with stand Democrats' point of view. To 
her. We have convinced ourselves many Republicans, Democrats are 
that we're correct on the issue, so just a bunch of arrogant, godless 
it doesn't particularly matter to us nionypants that couldn't win a war 
when our pro-life friend replies, if we invaded the Falklands. The 
''But abortion is murder!" fact is that both sides in American 


Worse, Democrats have gotten politics are talking past each other, 
into the habit of telling people what not to each other. 
issues they should and shouldn't care But the onus of change has to 
about. Rural people shouldn't care be on Democrats. For one, we're 
about gay marriage or gun control; obviously losing the game the way 
they should care about their taxes it's being played now. Moreover, I 
and their government subsidies. So honestly believe that the Democratic 
when we're trying to make our case Party is the party of better ideas. But 
to rural people, we lecture them great ideas are useless in a democ
about their personal economic situ- racy unless we can convince people 
ation, even though that may not be of their worth. We're not going to 
the issue that's galvanizing them. do that by huddling in our group 


The Democratic Party seems of Democratic friends telling each 
to have lost the ability to make a other George W. Bush jokes. 
persuasive case to somebody that is It's time to stop hearing and 
not already on its side. We consider start listening. It's time to stop argu
ourselves the party of compassion, ing and start discussing. It's time for 
yet we can't for the life of us put us to start trying to understand what 
ourselves in Republicans' shoes makes 5 I percent of the population 
and try to figure out why they see tick. Once we do that, we'll be able 
the world in the way that they do. to better make our case to those who 
It's just easier for us to think that don't already agree with us. And oh 
the mind of a Republican voter is a yeah- we're not infallible, either. 
confused muddle of issues that either By listening to our fellow Ameri
is beyond repair or can be cleared up cans, we might even learn a few 
if we share our superior logic. But things ourselves. 


PINIONS 
PHOTO POLL 


How was your first 
voting experience? 


"I didn't come across any prob
lems with voting. I voted absentee; 
it got to me on time and I sent it 
back on time." 
--Caitlen Frank K'07. 


"It was disaster-Hie. They tried not 
to let me vote. I taught them. 
--Paul Clegs K'OB. 


"Great, because I voted absentee 
ballot. Everyone should vote the 
same way to avoid all the screwups 
and filling in bubble seems to be the 
safest way." 
--Claire Chirot K'OS. 


"I thought it went really good. The 
whole process is rather simple." 
--Nate Sarnacki K'06. 


"It wasn't a problem. I voted by 
absentee ballot three weeks before 
the election." 
--Kim Crown K'OS. 


--compiled by Amy Blier 







PORTS 
SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Adrian Tops Football 20-2 in Final Home Game 
The 'K' College Football team's offensive woes conUDued last Saturday 
in the team's final contest at Angell Field. Hounded all day by a pesky 
Adrian defense, the Hornets (1-8, 0-7) could only gain 175 yards, had 
five turnovers and converted only one of eleven third down opportunities. 
The Bulldogs (6-3, 3-3) opened the scoring late in the first quarter on a 
two-yard run by senior tailback Chris Wilson. The Hornets then man
aged to pull within five early in the second when an Adrian snap when 
over the punter's head and through the back of the end zone for a safety. 
However, Adrian struck back just before halftime to pull away for good, 
sendingKa1amazoo on their way to its sixth straight setback. Defensively. 
the Hornets were once again led by senior linebacker Jeremy Vanisacker 
who tallied 15 tackles. Vanisacker currently leads Division ill in tackles 
per game with 16.4. Fortunately, the squad will have one last opportunity 
to end the streak when they visit Tri-State University this weekend. 


Men's and Women's Swim Teams Downed at Hope 
Despite several strong individual performances, the Kalamazoo College 
swim and dive teams went 0 for 2 in last Saturday's meet at Hope Col
lege. The Flying Dutchmen, perennial favorites in the pool amongMIAA 
competition, defeated the men 143-79 and the women, 134-104. Team 
captains Derek Jansen '05 and Andrew Kurtz '05 were both victorious 
in the 200-yard butterfly and 200-yard breasts1roke respectively, while 
senior Michael Arce claimed the lOOO-yard freestyle. For the women, 
freshman Monika Jansen took the lOOO-yard freestyle and sophomore 
Elizabeth Garlow prevailed in the 200-yard IM. Both squads head to 
Ypsilanti next weekend fora four-team meet with Denison, Case Western 
and Calvin College. 


Muskegon C.C, Takes Hornet Hockey by Surprise 
With both teams coming off a 10-0 trouncing to nationally ranked Hope. 
last Saturday night's matchup between Muskegon Community College 
and Kalamazoo College was setting up to be a dandy. Yet, once again 
marked by a short bench and lack of offensive firepower, the Hornets 
were soundly defeated 7-3 by the visiting Hawks. Muskegon jumped out 
early, netting four quick goals in the first period and putting Kalamazoo 
on its heels defensively. Center Pat Hanlon K'08 then cut into the lead 
just minutes into the second period, when he broke away and deked the 
Muskegon goaltender out for his first goal of the year. In a game marred 
by penalties, Hanlon also had two assists for Kalamazoo, which hosts 
Northwood this Friday at 9:30 p.m. 


Western Michigan Topples Hornets in Exciting Exhibition 
Kalamazoo College went ahead early but just couldn't hold on. After 
racing to a 10-5 fustquarter lead over Western, the defending MAC cham
pion Broncos scored the next six points and never looked back, winning 
the inaugural clash of Kalamazoo institutions, 80-59. Despite draining 
II three-point shots as a team, the Hornets were victimized by turnovers 
(18) and allowing Western to get to the foul line. Much of the deficit 
came at the charity stripe, where the Broncos converted 10 more shots 
on 20 more attempts. Sophomore guard Tyler Worst led all Kalamazoo 
scorers with 16 points. including 4-7 from behind the three-point arc. 
Senior forward Tony Wichmann added 13 and grabbed three rebounds 
while junior guard Kyle Konwinski chipped in seven. The Hornets have 
a week offbefore taking on Texas Lutheran at the Wheaton Tournament 
in Illinois on November 19. 
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Soccer seasons close on different notes 
Eli Melaas 


SPORTS EDITOR 


The past few weeks brought 
dissimilar endings to the Kalamazoo 
College Men's and Women's soccer 
seasons. 


After a heartbreaking 2-1 loss to 
Hope College, the Men's squad 
appeared crestfallen as their con
ference record had slipped to 2-
4. Yet, following a sizzling 7-1-0 
stand in the final eight games, the 
tone of the fall campaign became 
a whole lot brighter. 


The streak was highlighted 
by an inspiring 1-0 victory over 
previously unbeaten Hope Col
lege. Junior offensive standout 
Nick Houdek scored the winning 
goal early in the second half on 
a penalty kick, while goaltender 
Adam Antczak '05 was brilliant 
in net making six saves. 


of the year. Senior captain JJ Jansons 
capped off the comeback scoring at 
105'" minute mark in overtime. 


"About halfway through the 
season, we frnally got our lineup 
in order and things kind of came 
together," remarked Houdek. ''Play
ers learned their roles and did what 


game shutout streak pushed the Lady 
Hornets' conference record to 8-3-1, it 
looked as though the team might make 
a run at a possible MIAA champion
ship. However, the cream of the con
ference proved too much to handle 
as they fell 6-1 and 1-0 to champion 
Hope College and runner-up Calvin 


to close out the year. The Lady 
Hornets finished tied for fourth in 
the conference with a respectable 
9-6-1 record. 


courtesy Waldeck. 
The Women's squad played good 0, but 
had few scoring chances against Calvin. 


Last Saturday, the team con
cluded its season-long turnaround 
with a thrilling 3-2 overtime vic
tory over Adrian, clinching outright 
third place in the conference. After 
the teams exchanged goals within 
the first two minutes, the Bulldogs 
knocked one past Antczak to enter 
halftime up 2-1. However, the Hor
nets (11-8, 9-5) responded early in 
the second half when sophomore 
Matt Goldberg netted his first goal 


Expect many post season 
accolades for both teams. 
Houdek, who was named 
MlAA Offensive Player of the 
Week, ranked tied for second 
in both goals scored (10) and 
total points (24) . Midfielder 
Evan Wright tallied six goals 
on the year and Antczak posted 
a diminutive 0.472 GAA along 
with three shutouts in confer
ence play. For the Women, 
forward Aliza Caplan '08 led 
the team with 7 goals and 17 
points, while sophomore Eliza


was asked of them. 
"1 think (the strong finish) gives 


us a positive to look forward to next 
year because we played many young 
players who will only become better 
by next season." 


ContIarily, the Women stumbled 
down the stretch, dropping three of 
their last four games. After a four 


beth Hauslein posted four goals and 
three assists in addition to being 
named MlAA Offensive Player 
of the Week. Goaltender Monisha 
Berkowski endured a phenomenal 
rookie season playing every minute 
of every match, earning MIAA 
Defensive Player of the Week and 
preserving 10 shutouts. 


Volleyball seniors will certainly be missed 
Roger Garfield 
OPINIONS EDITOR 


The Kalamazoo women's vol
leyball team saw their season come 
to a close on Friday, Nov. 5 as they 
fell to Calvin in the semi-finals of the 
MIAA tournament The Knights won 
3-0, beating the Hornets for the third 
time this season; they went on to upset 
Alma in the league finals. 


Seniors Megan Erskine, Anny 
Price, and Carrie VanDerZee cap
tained the 2004 Lady Hornets to a 
third-place finish in the league with a 
record of 11-5 (18-12 overall). How
ever, all year long, they had trouble 
with Calvin and Alma. 


"Calvin and Alma have strong 
all-around teams, and they have some 


amazing hitters," Price said. "They 
came into the games more confident 
than we were and it showed when we 
played." 


"1 think it was just a mental block 
against them," Erskine added. ''Hope
fully in years to come we'll be able to 
overcome that" 


There 's no question that the 
presence of these three seniors will 
be missed next season. Price, ofMt 
Prospect, IlL, leaves Kalamazoo as 
one of the best middle hitters in school 
history. Her 405 kills led the team for 
the fourth consecutive season. 


Erskine, of Grand Ledge, con
tributed valuably from the middle 
hitter position as well, pitching in 
483 digs and 285 kills for the year. 
The highlight of the season for her 


came at home on Oct 28 when the 
Hornets beat Hope in a 5-game thriller. 
''It was such an exciting game," said 
Erskine. "In front of such a packed 
crowd, it was a really good feeling to 
beat Hope." 


Outside hitter VanDerZee, a 
graduate of South Haven High Schoo~ 
added 463 digs and 197 kills of her 
own. She was grateful to be part of 
such a cohesive team. "Of my four 
years, this is the team that got along 
the best," she said. "This year we 
meshed." 


Price echoed VanDerZee's senti
ments. She said she'd miss "the amaz
inggroup of people I've gotten to play 
with. It's such a great experience to 
spend two hours a day with a whole 
group of people I love." 












INSIDE 
RpRICY, POMPOUS 
"PUBLISHERS? 


A recent study from 
the PIRG reveals that 
high textbook prices 
are a result of publish
ers needlessly reis
suing new editions 
and adding many non
returnable products. 


IIIIYOUWANNA 
iii PIERCE THAT?! 


This week's Sex Files 
discusses the pros 
and cons of piercing 
your nether regions 
and unmentionables. 


RTHENEXT 
• SPACE RACE 


In his opinion, Joe 
Mansour probes the 
president's recent pro
posals for manned 
missions to the moon 
and beyond. 


IflIDOGDAYSOF 
III KALAMAZOO 


Join faculty and staff 
members with their 
dogs at this week's 
chapel, Friday morn
ing at 10:50 a.m. III 


Stetson. 


Got your poker face? 
Monte Carlo 2004 to add poker and pre-gathering to annual event 


Laurel Stiedemann 


STAFF WRITER 


Several changes to the annual 
Monte Carlo event were made 
this year in order to interest more 
students. 


Monte Carlo, a night of gam
bling and dancing sponsored by 
the Student Activities Commis
sion, will begin at 9 p.m. in Hicks 
Center this Saturday. 


"We will now have poker and 
we're going to have ajazz group 
playing in the President's Lounge 
for kids who would like to just sit 
and talk. We will also be having 
some major prizes available to 
win, including some DVD play
ers," stated Betsy Hoort and Dana 
Szombati, organizers of the event, 
in a prepared statement. 


dollars may be purchased for $2. 
Students can use this money 


to play blackjack, roulette, poker, 
and dice games. With their win
nings, students can purchase 
prizes in the Millionaire's Shop 
(located in the President's Dining 
Room). 


Local businesses donated 
prizes such . as gift certificates 
to restaurants and other busi
nesses, Monte Carlo commemora
tive T-shirts and several DVD 
players. Players are encouraged 
to purchase their prizes early 
because they will be sold on a 
first come, first sC?rve basis. 


"Monte Carlo doesn't just 
involve gambling. There will 
also be dancing and a DJ in the 
Stone Room, live music in the 
President's Lounge, and food," 
Hoort and Szombati said. A $2 ticket purchases admis- . 


sion into the event as well as 
5,000 Monte Carlo dollars. An 
additional 5,000 Monte Carlo 


In the Stone Room, music 


See Monte Carlo, p. 7 


- graphic by Katie Dorman 


Got your ticket? Monte Carlo will be held this Saturday night from 
9-12 p.m. and will offer gambling and dancing . 


Williams' SIP confronts race issues at 'K' 
Kate Boehm 


STAFF WRITER 


At Chapel last Friday, KJayvaughn Wil
liams, K'04, presented his SIP, "How the Experi
ences of African-Americans at "K" have had an 
Impact on their Religious Faith/Spirituality". 
Williams was given a standing ovation and 
the audience of nearly 200 was visibly shaken 
by his words. 


The Chapel began with a Scripture reading, 
1 Peter 3:8-15, proclaimed by Jevon Caldwell
Gross, K '04. In the reading, Peter states, "All 
of you, live in harmony with one another; be 
sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate 
and humble, become of one mind." 


Williams presented his SIP as a sermon 
to follow the Bible verse. He first spoke of 


the history of African-American spirituality, 
then moved to the subject of his SIP and the 
information he gained from 15 interviews 
with African-American "K" students from 
the past 40 years. 


"There is a lot of information to be 
absorbed from this study," said Williams in 
his sermon. "I did this study to link to the 
different trials and tribulations experienced 
by racism/racial undertones/discomfort and 
uneasiness experienced by blacks to say that 
through it all, God was the defining principle 
that gave them strength to make it through, 
despite what was endured. I also did this 
SIP to bring to light the situations that are 
unjust at this institution and have existed for 
over 50 years." 


Williams stated specific instances of 
injustice and racial misunderstanding experi-


enced by his interviewees. In his interviews, 
Williams showed that although many things 
have changed over the last 40 years, African
American students still experience discomfort 
and encounter hostility at UK." 10 of his 15 
interviews were with current students, and only 
one stated that they felt as though they were 
treated no differently from all the other students 
on campus. 


"When I wake up in the morning, I know 
that I am black because you are going to 
remind me," said Williams. "To sum up the 
interviewees problems: this attitude is present 
in the lunchroom, classroom, on the court, in the 
dance studio, in the dorms, in the parking lots, 
and in walking the quad in general. On top of 
this and more, African-American students have 


See Spirituality, p.2 







NEWS 
PHOTO OPINION POLL 


Are you planning on voting in the 
caucus? Do you think voting is 


important? Why or why not? 


"Yes I did vote -- in advance. Voting 
is very important, especially for youths 
our age to be involved in the political 
process and in the selection of our 
leaders. 
-- Ben Finchem K '04. 


"I'm registered as Independent, so I 
cannot vote in the caucus. I'm waiting 
to see who the Democrats turn out 
before I decide who to vote for." 
-- Mars Getsoin, K'07 


"I am registered, but I have not voted 
yet. You don't have to vote because if 
you are that disinterested, you deserve 
what you get." 


... 6 .... ~'r ... · .. '\\1 -- Nate Krefman, K'06. 


"I am from out of state, so if my ballot 
gets here in time I will vote. Voting 
is definitly important because we want 
to find the person who will represent 
what we want." 
-- Laura Kennedy, K'06. 


"1 am going to vote but I am waiting 
for my papers to come in the mail. It 
is important to vote to promote your 
own interests and earn the right to 
complain." 
-- Troy Duncan, K'07. 


-- compiled by Kate Bo¢hm 
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Spirituality/ Seeking understanding 
continued from page 1 


to go to class and perform well 
like everyone else. Remember, we 
came to get an education too." 


Williams spoke of his own 
personal attempts' to 
change stereotypes at 
"K" about African
American students. He 
suggested education is 
needed to combat stu
dents' discomfort and 
move the school toward 
better understanding of 
race Issues. 


The events Williams 
cited were used to show 
the injustices that have 
existed and still exist on 
the "K" College campus. 
His sermon discussed 
how students have used 
spirituality and faith to 
help them through their 
time at "K." 


factor in their history. 
"From the middle passage 


to current day, faith in God and 
spirituality has defined and shaped 
the decisions, actions and prayers 
for African-American people," 


campus is heating up, we are 
wondering how to attract more 
minOrities to this campus, but we 
are not able to treat the minori
ties that we have on campus as 
equals," said Williams. "'K' Col


lege needs to become a 
more welcoming place 
for the current minority 
students before there is 
talk of bringing more 
in." 


"J was proud of 
Klay," said Jeanne Hess, 
"K" Associate Chaplain 
and Williams' SIP advi
sor. "He stood up and 
said what he had written. 
He put his whole heart 
into it, and it took a lot 
of courage to do what he 
did." 


The audience gave 
Williams a standing ova
tion and left the chapel 
with concerns, questions 
and, hopefully, plans to 
make the campus envi
ronment more hospitable 
to all different students. 


"Faith in God has 
sustained these people 
through Kalamazoo Col
lege and beyond this 
place," said Williams. 
"It has given them the 
strength to continue and 
strive for excellence 
when some of the com
munity here did not 
want that for students of 
color." 


Klayvaughn Williams presenting his SIp, "How the 
Experiences of African-Americans at "K" have had 
an Impact on their Religious Faith/Spirituality," in 
Stetson during Chapel last Friday. 


"I came out of the 
chapel with a question: 
how then shall we live 
to be of one mind, to be 
of one heart, to be com
passionate?" said Hess 
following the sermon. 
"Klay said what needed 


Williams then con-
nected the injustices experienced 
by African-American students on 
this campus, past and present, 
with the spiritual history of the 
African-American people. He 
stated that faith in God has always 
helped African-Americans endure 
past hardships, and it is a uniting 


said Williams. "It is something 
that I believe is a part of our 
identities and who we are." 


Williams ended his sermon 
discussing what needs to be done 
about the campus climate toward 
minority students. 


"As the talk of diversity on 


CRIME BEAT 


to be said, and as a com
munity we must move forward 
toward compassion, toward under
standing, toward healing." 


Students who missed last Fri
day's Chapel service can still get 
an audio copy of Williams' SIP 
presentation by calling the Chapel 
office or the library. 


.. A student suffering from alcohol poisoning was transported to and treated at the hospital the 
night of Jan. 31. 


**A student's attempt to share a Itmch meal credit with his non-Kalamazoo College friend has been 
referred to the Dean. 


-- Compiled by Bridget Scallen 







February 5, 2004 NEWS 
Rising textbook prices driven by publishers 


Andrea Coombes 


CBS MARKETWATCH 


SAN FRANCISCO (KRT) -
Visit any college campus bookstore 
and you'll hear the collective groan 
over steep textbook prices. Now 
students have a culprit at whom to 
aim their anguish. 


It's the publishers, according 
to a report by the Public Interest 
Research Group, a nonprofit con
sumer advocacy organization. 


Publishers routinely add extra 
materials and re-issue new editions 
too often, unnecessarily pushing the 
price oftextbooks higher, according 
to the report. 


Students spent an average of 
$898 on textbooks this school 
year, up from about $642 in 1997. 
PIRG surveyed 156 faculty, 521 
students and analyzed the most 


widely assigned textbooks at 10 
schools. 


Rising prices are due in part to 
publishers' practice of publishing 
new, more expensive editions before 
curriculum changes warrant it, and 
of bundling other materials such as 
CD-ROMs with the books. 


"Publishers are increasingly 
using gimmicks that inflate the 
prices of textbooks, including 
adding unnecessary bells and whis
tles and putting new editions on the 
market without making substantive 
content changes," said Kate Rube, 
PlRG's higher education associate. 


For their part, publishers claim 
extensive market research has shown 
that they provide exactly what 
professors seek. 


"This is faculty-driven," said 
Judith Platt, spokeswoman with the 
Association of American Publishers, 


a trade group representing all types 
of book publishers. 


"Publishers wouldn't be doing 
it if the market research didn't 
support it," she said. "This is what 
professors say they want." 


The study finds otherwise, with 
56 percent of faculty reporting they 
rarely or never use the additional 
course material sold with about half 
of textbooks. 


And 76 percent offaculty said 
new editions are justified "never" 
to "half the time," according to the 
report. 


PlRG reviewed five textbooks 
closely to see how new editions 
differed from previous ones. In 
one instance, " Calculus: Early 
Transcendentals," published by 
Thomson Learning, the new Edition 
5 published in 2003 hardly differed 
from the number 4, published in 


1999, Rube said. 
"Wben you compare these two 


books, the biggest changes are that a 
couple of math problems have been 
added and several of the sections 
have been rearranged. Edition 5 
sells for around $130. You can get a 
used copy of Edition 4 for between 
$20 and $90." 


But the release of new editions 
often leads to a dearth of used ver
sions of old editions, Rube said, as 
campus bookstores stop buying the 
old edition back from students. 


Book publishers say a combi
nation of factors, including high 
productions costs and a limited 
market, lead to textbook prices. 


"We're not talking about a mass 
market Harry Potter, John Grisham 
audience. It's limited," Platt said. 


"It's simple economics. If it 
costs a great deal in terms of invest-


ments and time and resources and 
the market is by its very nature 
limited, it's going to be expensive." 


Some have argued that limited 
market is really a captured market, 
with students having little choice 
when it comes to buying books, but 
Platt disagreed. 


"There are a wealth of choices 
already out there," she said. "Pub
lishers offer professors and students 
a wealth of choices in selecting 
textbooks and ancillary materials. 
There's a continuum of price points 
from the lowest stripped down edi
tions to fully loaded textbooks." 


Students unable to find low
cost options should search online, 
or contact the publisher directly, 
she said. 


(c) 2004, MarketWatch.com 
Inc. Distributed by Knight Ridder/ 
Tribune Information Services. 


. WRITER'S RESPONSE 


Amy Johnson 


STAFF WRITER 


In my haste to critique the stu
dents, faculty, administration, and 
staff at Kalamazoo College, I failed 
to acknowledge those who have, 
without the harping of an overzealous 
student, supported not only Up 'til 
Dawn but have contributed to the 


overall positive atmosphere of this campus. 
In fits of frustrated frenzy, the negatives take 
center stage while the positives sing back-up 
from the wings. 


President Jones and the entire admis
sions office have been encouraging from the 
conception of our organization at Kalamazoo 
College, both financially and mentally. We 
can always depend on them for support, and 
I would like to send a belated "thank you" to 
those offices for being there for St. Jude and 


the Up 'til Dawn organization. Wbether it 
is for pizza donations or flier copying, our 
organization has their support, and I thank 
them, not as a representative of a campus 
organization, but as a student who wants to 
make a difference. 


1 would like to note that since my rather 
bitter (ok, very bitter) diatribe about the 
apathy of this campus, I have received a 
whole heck of a lot of support from both 
students and administration. I'm glad to see 


that the campus has responded to my 
challenge to get involved and show 
the heart that r know is beating in 
every individual that navigates his 
or her way around our fair Arcadian 
hill. 


On the other hand, I know that 
not everyone supported the letter 
and that I ruffled some feathers, but 
honestly, that was my point. No great 
change has come from anything or 
anyone without a little pot-stirring, 
and I think it's safe to say the pot's 
a-stirrin' now. However, I feel that 
I may have been a bit too hasty and 
given my ladle a razor tip. I meant 
for the tone of that letter to be one of 
a pleading-for-change nature rather 
than the rabid-overachiever- attacks
busy-students that some of you may 
have interpreted from my writing. In 
no way did I intend to attack - I was 
merely encouraging, with bite. 


So to conclude, thank you to 
everyone who has given support in 
the past, gives support in the present, 
and will give support in the future . 
You are the people that make the 
world go 'round. 
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Written by 
Anna Maxbauer 


You want to pierce what?: Below-the-belt body art 
It's a reasonable guess that most of 


your knowledge about genital piercings 
consists of hearsay testimonials from 
friends and quasi-acquaintances -
"Yeah, I know this one girVguy who 
never gets offlgets off all the timeJbad to 
go to the hospital," etc. Uri>an legends 
abound about piercing incidents that 
went awry, but it seems like almost 
everyone knows of some guy or girl 
who benefited handsomely from hi&'her 
decision to get pierced. 


So what, then, is genital piercing 
really all about? There's been plenty 
of speculation about piercing's link 
to B08M play, self-mutilation, and 
juvenile exhibitionism, but what about 
the lighter flip side of the matter? 


WebMO.com reports that the 
high blood flow to the nether regions 
makes genetalia much safer piercing 
candidates than places like the belly 
button. However, the proximity of 
the vulva/penis/testicles to the germ
ridden anus makes genital piercings 
slightly more vulnerable to infections. 
When done correctly, however, genital 
piercings deliver a lot more fun than 
navel or ear piercings so. 


For info about below-the-belt body 
art, the Sex Files consulted guru Jim 
Rajewski of Body Annor Tattoo and 
Body Piercing on Westnedge Avenue 
in Kalamazoo. Even though Jim's 
piercing clientele are split up 
evenly among the genders, 


[a ring through the hood], you get the 
same stimulation without actually going 
through the clitoris." Going through 
the clit, he explained, usually results in 
hyper-sensitivity (think orgasm every 


is the curiously named Prince Albert, 
in which a ring is looped through the 
tip of the penis and out the urethra. 
Though most guys report increased 
penis sensitivity after a piercing, most 


most people go in for pierc
ings with a woman in mind 
Women who get piercings 
usually do it to enhance 
their own pleasure; most men 
pierce themselves to enhance 
their partner's pleasure. 


The most popularpierc
ing among women is the 
vertical clitoral hood (VCR in 
some circles), in which a ring 
or barbell is inserted through 
the bit of skin that covers the 
clitoris. Girls are also fans 
of rings that go through one 


Urban legends abound 
about piercing incidents 
that went awry, but it 
seems like almost every
one knows of some guy 
or girl who benefitted 
handsomely from his/her 
decision to get pierced 


of the perks go to whomever 
the guys have sex with. Of 
all the hardware options for 
males (and believe me, there 
are many), the Prince Albert 
is the most likely to benefit 
both the piercee and his part-
nero 


So what about the pierc
ing experience itself? "I'd 
say 15 percent of the time 
females have orgasms [when 
they are pierced];' Jim says. 
VCR and frenum piercings 
are the least painful and heal 
the fastest, while ventures 
like the Prince Albert can 
hurt like woah and can get 


-- Anna Maxbauer 


or both of the labia minora 
(the smaller of the two sets of 
skins folds around the vaginal opening. 
Though it's possible to pierce the actua1 
clit, Jim refuses to do it. 


"I try to talk girls out of it when 
they come in for that;' Jim says. "with 


time you move) or even numbness for 
up to a couple years. 


Most guys at Body Annor choose 
to put a barbell through lheir frenulum, 
the tiny yoke of skin on the underside 
of the head of the penis. Also popular 
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fairly messy. 
Recovery time is also something 


to consider when thinking about taking 
a needle to your special bits. While 
women 's VCH piercings can heal 
in as little as 3 weeks, men's annor 


requires up to a month or two of down 
time. Certain piercings (putting a 
barbell through the head of a penis, for 
example) will effectively put a guy out 


of business for up to nine months - so 
remember your social agenda when 
you pick your ornament out. 


Even if a guy heals quickly, the 
physical trauma of sex can tear the 
piercing, get it infected, or both. Other 
caveats include nanuwing of the urethra 
in guys, losing jewelry parts (and I 
don't mean on the bed) or getting stuff 
caught in or on a partner (i.e. a tongue 
barbell on a Prince Albert ring during 
oral sex). Each type of piercing comes 
with its own set of risks, so do your 
homework. 


Bejeweling your nether regions 
can be a zesty experience for both 
you and a partner. Ambitious guys, 
for example, can start with a single 
frenulum barbell and work up to balf a 
dozen (called a Jacob's Ladder) if the 
feedback is good. For the most part, 
genital piercings aren't that painful 
and can feel a lot better in the long 
run than most other types of body 
augmentation. 
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February 5, 2004 OPINIONS 
Joe Mansour 


OPrNIONS EDITOR 


Last month President Bush unveiled 
his plans for the U.S. space program in the 
coming decades. He proposed establishing 
a lunar base by 2020 and having a manned 
mission to mars by 2030. He also proposed 
a one billion dollar increase in funding for 
NASA that along with shifts in the space 
agency's budget is supposed to cover the 
planned space missions. 


There are many technical questions 
involved with the plan, including its feasibil
ity, budget costs, and the wisdom of giving 
the money to NASA instead of encouraging 
private enterprise to explore space. 


In Washington the plan has been assailed 
from both sides of the political spectrum. 
Many fiscally conservative Republicans 
are extremely leery of further government 
spending, particularly with the rapidly 
mounting government deficit. Democrats 
have sensed that the president is weak on 
this issue and are attacking him for not 
spending the money on pressing issues. 
Opinion polls are evenly split, and many are 
deriding the president for trying to appear 
visionary in an election year. 


The next space race 
anyone who already holds an unfavorable 
opinion of the president, but is also a big 
proponent of space exploration, will not 
be swayed to vote differently due to the 
president's proposals come November. 


If the president isn't pursuing his space 
agenda for political gain, then why is he 
risking political capital on the issue? 


On October 16 of the previous year 
China became the third country in the world 
to successfully send a man into outer space. 
The Chinese space program is part of the 
military and has developed for several 
decades. The Chinese press was jubilant 
over the news, but in the U.S. the reaction 
was "been there, done that." 


This space program is clearly a sign that 
China views itself as a rising power, and 
by conquering the final frontier it will have 
taken one small step towards superpower 
status. Not only will the Chinese benefit from 
elevated prestige internationally, but also 
from increased military applications. This 
includes the use of satellites for intelligence 
gathering and communications. The United 
States military has become increasingly 
dependent on its space assets to wage war, 
and if a country could neutralize those 
assets, the U.S. military would be mortally 
wounded. 


on the nation's ability to oper
ate successfully in space. To 
be able to contribute to peace 
and stability in a distinctly 
different but still dangerous 
and complex global environ
ment, the [United States] needs 
to remain at the forefront in 
space, technologically and 
operationally, as we have in 
the air, on land and at sea." The 
commission was headed by the 
current secretary of defense, 
Donald Rurnsfeld. 


The current administration 
sees that the Chinese are going 
to become the next rival to the 
U.S. in the coming decades and 
wants to maintain the U.S. 
lead in space. I don't imagine 
that this will prevent the Chi
nese from pursuing their own 
space program and possibly 
sending a man to the moon. 
And though there is nothing 
wrong with peaceful space 
exploration, the fact of the 
matter is that space programs 
often develop dual use tech
nologies which are used for 
satellites or ballistic missiles. 
Since the Chinese program is 
in fact run by the military, it is 


-- photo by Orlando ScntindlKRT 


A Boeing Ddta IT rocket carrying the first of two Mars 
rovers, is launched from Cape Canaveral Air Force Station 
in Florida on Tues. June 10, 2003. 


However, I don't think the president is 
doing this merely to pick up the votes of the 
"Star Wars lobby," and yes, I am a member. 
The only people who might change their 
votes are fiscal conservatives, annoyed at 
Bush's big spending ways. I think that 


Th'ose in the Bush administration know 
this, and a report issued in 200 I by a blue 
ribbon commission on space wrote that the, 
"security and economic well being of the 
United States and its allies and friends depend 


hard to imagine that the army isn't getting 
any benefits from the space program. 


President Bush is proposing a new space 
initiative to check the Chinese -- welcome 
to a new space race. 


INDEX READER RESPONSE 
Kalamazoo College's 


campus community is highly 
apathetic -- it ' s almost as if 
people really are caught up 
in their activities and study. 
I know that I can get over
whelmed at times, but that 
doesn't stop me from caring 
or trying. 


I agree with Amy John
son's article "Where were 
you?" A lot of the points she 
brings out are so very typical 
of this campus. I could point 
fingers at all kinds of causes 
of why the general "K" student 
doesn't participate in "greater
good" activities. The two far-


thest-reaching causes that I see 
are that many of the students are 
already drawn too thin or, worse, 
are still on their "cushionslbuffers 
of privilege" and as long as some
thing doesn't directly affect them, 
they are not concerned with it. 
I am also guilty of this -- I 
think everyone can be. However, I 
would like to see and be inspired 
by much more involvement in 
this "K" community -- and really 
the world. 


I once heard a student say 
that Detroit needed Building 
Blocks more than Kalamazoo, 
so that was basically why they 
dido't want to participate. Every-


thing has to start somewhere -
Kalamazoo is my hometown, 
and I think it is very much 
worth the improvement. The 
growing mentality seems to be 
that only the "big problems" 
(read: applying to one's self) 
are ones that need fixing. Com
munity deserves to be every
where. Though we may be in 
a "K" bubble sheltered from 
the outside world, the Greater 
Kalamazoo area still affects us, 
and we should take care of it as 
our own home city. For as long 
as you're at "K", it will be. 


-- Mondy Jamshidi 


NEXT WEEK'S TOPIC ... 


The White House's 
new immigration proposal: 


amnesty for illegal aliens 
or sound public policy? 


Send us your opinions by Sunday 


index@kzoo.edu 
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seA recreates 17th century society through dance, costumes 
Laurel Stiedemann 


STAFF WRITER 


The tables in the back of 
the dining hall, lined up along 
a wall in the smoking section, 
are adorned with fanciful crea
tures and other pictures that are 
treasured by members of the 


tudents for Creative Anachro-


D1sm. 
"I know one of our mem


bers drew it to see how long the 
cafeteria would keep the draw
ing there before painting over 
it ... three years and still going," 
Ciana Hanson, president of SCA, 
exclaimed. 


The focus of the club, as 
stated in their online mission 


statement is: "to foster interest 
in and study of pre-17th century 
society, especially that of West
ern Europe, through historical re
creation." They do this primarily 
through learning traditional-style 
medieval dances. Several of the 
members also fence. 


The participants take pride 
in their period clothing. "We all 


make our own costumes in the 
style of medieval cultures from 
all over Europe. We try to stay 
as close to medieval patterns as 
possible, although some of the 
fabrics we use aren't really what 
they would have used way back 
when," said Hanson. 


The club goes to several 
SCA events off campus each 


year. The events usually include 
a market where handmade cloth
ing, jewelry, swords and dag
gers are for sale. Sometimes 
the events consist of dancing, 
fighting and a feast. 


The organization holds 
weekly meetings every Wednes-


See Creative, p. 8 . - --
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Chapel Chat 
by Jeanne Hess 


I love my dog ... so much so that he speaks to me and 
I understand. Originally, ftfth week Chapel was not mine 
to plan; it belonged to Dean Danny Sledge. I wanted to 
do my best to honor his space and create community that 
he also would have created. As some of you may know, 
the Dean of Students prior to Dean Sledge was Marilyn 
LaPlante, who has been recently diagnosed with cancer 
and is now undergoing treatment. Kalamazoo College \\'lIS 


life to Marilyn, the originator of "Experiential Education", 
the first Dean of Experiential Education! Dean of Students 
here. I considered filling that Chapel with her vision for 
our college, but was reminded that perhaps she woul<h1 't 
share my enthusiasm for that at this point. So as I continue 
to fill my days with prayer for her healing, we were still 
mcing an open week. In a quandary about what to do, in a 
mvorite quiet spot in my house, I sat down and proceeded 
to ask what I should bring to campus ftfth week Friday 
of winter quarter ... and suddenly it jumped on me! A 
2().pound Boston terrier on my lap saying, " Fill it with 
dogs! It is dati<, snowy, cold, and people are hitting the 
skids! I can make them smile! Ask mcu1ty and staff to 
bring their dogs, too, and ten dog stories! I know I can 
help you do community! Call it Dog Days of Kalamazoo
-please, mommy, please! " Apologies to the cat folks out 
there, but the dog response was so great, if We added cats, 
we'd all be there until March. 


There is a book entitled "What My Dog has Taught 
Me About Life" by Gary Stanley, and it is full of these 
stories that you will hear on Friday. You wiJI hear stories of 
love, of mischief, of fun and play, companionship, loyalty, 
life and death and unconditional love. The response to the 
call for participants has been fantastic. Who doesn't need a 
bit of dog-lovin' about now? We wiJI be treated to the best 
that our campus dogs have to offer via their human voices. 
Moby, Ulee, Patton, Rocky, Sequoia, Rascal, Atticus and 
Coleen, Mookie and hopefully Duncan (Cmon Di!) win 
give us a reprieve from the stress filled days. They will stay 
as long as you want following Chapel to sign autographs, 
give kisses and remind us that we are all called to love 
unconditionally - and I hope that is what my friend Danny 
would want to say. 
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Monte Carlo/ Fun and games 


continued from page 1 


will be played from 9-12 p.m. 
for students to dance. Casino 
games will occupy Old Wells 
and will continue to be open 
from 9-11 :30 p.m. allowing 
enough time for gamblers to 
trade in their winnings at the 
Millionaire Shop which will be 
open from 10-12 p.m. 


provide a location for people 
to hang out in after dinner 
and before coming to the event 
which begins at 9 p.m. in 
Hicks." 


dresses for 
girls). Some 
people choose 
casual dressy 
(sweaters and 


Tickets went on sale yester
day. Sales will continue through 
Saturday; however, no ticketS' 
will be available at the door as 
they have in the past. 


khakis for 
boys; black 
pants/casual 
skirts for 
girls). Others 
choose off the 
wall outfits 
like 20's flap
per dresses or 


This year a pre-gathering 
will be offered to participants in 
the Olmstead Room. Instruc
tions for the various Monte 
Carlo games will be offered. 
Free Daily Grind coffee and 
desserts wi II be served. 


This has sparked some con
troversy among the student body. 


Students may purchase tickets 
today and Friday at lunch and 
dinner and from 4-6 p.m. on Sat
urday. Guests are welcome. 


70's leisure 
suits," com-


Betsy Hoort and Dana 
Szombati wrote, "We hope to 


Dress has varied greatly 
in the past years. "Some people go 
all out in old homecoming dresses 
or formal attire (ties for boys; 


mented Szom
bati and Hoort 
in their state
ment. 


Connections at 'K' stretch far beyond campus 
For my first New Year's celebra


tion sans student status, a friend 
and I decided to splurge and go to 
Food Dance's New Year's dinner 
extravaganza. Although I'm not a 
regular at Food Dance (their dinner 
prices make me teary), all I needed 
to know was that it was a five course 
Italian dinner. 


When we arrived, we were seated 
in the back of the restaurant at a 
communal table and were the first at 
our table to arrive. Slowly people 
started filing in, and I have to admit 
we were nervous. Would the people 
be friendly? Would we talk to each 
other? Would we have anything to 
say, or anything in common? 


Laura and Cari sat directly across 
from us, and we began to chat. They 
shared a bit about their careers and 
asked us about ours. I told them I had 
recently graduated from Kalamazoo 
College and now work for the col
lege; they burst out laughing and told 
us how they were roommates at "K" 


and graduated in the 80s. Cari had 
come in from Chicago that evening 
just to hang out with her old UK" 
College friend, Laura. 


For the rest of the evening, I 
caught them up with news of the 
College and we found out we shared a 
lot of the same fabulous memories of 
foreign study, particularly awesome 
professors, and classes. They wanted 
to know all about the library renova
tion, and I joked that they needed to 
make their gift to the annual fund. 


The friends you're making here 
will last long after you leave, and 
the network of graduates is far-reach
ing! 


Sarah, a UK" '03 graduate is 
now Assistant director of Alumni 
Relations and the Kalamazoo College 
Fund. She flOW works primarily with 
current students and graduates of 
the last decade. This column serves 
to keep the community up to date 
on alumni and what they're doing 
of late. 


June 19-August 27,2004 


(3-,5-,6-, and 9-week sessions) 


• From our new business curriculum, take accounting, marketing. and 


organizational behavior 


• Take one of,6 ancient and modern languages 


• Stay in modern dorms and exercise in the new sports and aquatics center 


• Join Field Museum paleontologist Lance Grande on a dig for prehistoric fossils 


• Learn from distinguished faculty in small class sizes 


• Transfer a wide range of undergraduate courses for college credit 


call 7731702-6033 


e-mail uc-summer@uchicago.edu 


Request your catalog today. 


learn 
plpy 


live 







SPORTS 
Women's tennis, men's basketball winning 


Karen Nave 


SPORTS EDITOR 


Women's Tennis 
The Kalamazoo Women 's Tennis team started the 


season off right with a win against Division [ Valpariso this 
past Saturday. The final score on Saturday: Kalamazoo 
5, Valpariso 4. 


The team looks to be extremely competitive this season 
in the MIAA, and it shows. The Hornets have a talented 
squad this season, with a mix of experience along with a 
strong freshmen class. 


Junior co-captain Meaghan Clark had victories both 
at number one singles and number one doubles. Clark 
defeated Mara Sonkin (6-0, 6-0) in a quick match. With 
freshman Erin Mazzoni, Clark defeated the Valpariso team 
ofSonkin/Janssen 8-6. Sophomore Kara Hoorn (#2 Singles) 
also won (6-4, 6-1). Hornet Senior and co-captain Kristin 
Hirth also won her match at six singles (6-3, 6-0). The team 
ofMarci Messenger and Laura Spencer defeated Valpariso's 
Evangelist/Stanislaw (8-5) at number three doubles. 


"I am very happy with the way the team performed, 
especially the freshmen," said Kristin Hirth. "They stepped 
up to play tough and played through opening match nerves. 
They played with determination, and it came through in 
the wins." 


The Hornets are poised for another outstanding season 
under the coaching talents of Alison Frye, who begins her 
fourth season as head coach. Look for the lady Hornets to 


~ perform well in upcoming matches and finish at the top of the 
MIAA. Their next match is February 27, 2004 versus Wheaton 
(at Hope) at 6 p.m. 


Men's Basketball 
The Kalamazoo College Men's Basketball team picked 


up another win on Saturday against the Alma College Scots. 
The Scots are currently 0-7 and still searching for a win in 
conference play. In front of a crowd of alumni (it was indeed 
alumni day), the Hornets played like a well-organized team 
and kept Alma from finding a win. 


Kalamazoo came right out of the gate and dominated 
the game, particularly during the first half. Kalamazoo led 
at halftime, 34-26. Alma continued to trail the Hornets 
into the second half. 


The highlights of the game were two back-to-back 
plays by the Hornets in an impressive display of defense and 
offense. Jeff Oney set in motion an impressive offensive 
play with a down-court pass to Tim Herman. Herman faked 
a lay-up from below the basket before making a no-look 
pass over his shoulder to senior Chris Elliott, who scored 
an easy two points. The Hornets made it look effortless 
and graceful. . 


The Hornets held the advantage for the entire game. 
They shot 43.1 percent from the field while holding the 
Scots to a low 36.5 percent. Kalamazoo was 37.5 percent 
from outside the arc. The Hornets also out-rebounded 
Alma, 40-38. 


Senior captain Jevon Caldwell-Gross led the Hornets 
with 17 points. Tony Wichmann had an outstanding game 
with 14 points and seven rebounds. Chris Elliott finished the 
game just shy of a double-double with 12 points and eight 
rebounds. With this victory, Kalamazoo improves to 2-5 in 
the MlAA and 7-12 overall. The Hornets are in action again 
on Saturday, Feb. 7 at Calvin at 3 p.m. 


SCOREBOARD 


The Index 


Creative/ SeA plans 
upcoming events 


continued from page 6 


day in room 11 in the basement of the Light FlOe 
Arts building from 7-9 p.m. 


Following these meetings is an hour-long 
practice for the two dances the organization will 
present as part of the Frelon show in the spring. 


Also in the spring the SCA will host a May 
Day festival complete with a maypole, dancing, 
food and fighting demonstrations. 


Other projects they are working on include a 
website and a yearbook-style photo album to show 
to interested students. 


Last fan the group held one demonstration. 
It is not too late to join the Students for Creative 


Anachronism organization. "And people needn't 
worry if they can't dance or sew. Most of the 
current members couldn't do either when they 
started. Our dance mistress is very patient, and we 
have a professional seamstress who helps uS learn 
how to make our own costumes," said Hanson in 
a written statement. 


The SCA is a worldwide organization based in 
California. "1 know that for Michigan we are one 
of three regularly meeting dance groups in the state, 
so our danee practice attracts many members of 
the Kalamazoo community who participate in the 
SCA in addition to our club's student members," 
Hanson said. 


. . .. -------------------------- -- . ---------------------------------------------------------


Men's Basketball 
1/31- Kalamazoo 69, Alma 60 


Men's Swimming 
1/31- Kalamazoo 131, Albion 110 


Men's Tennis 
2/8- First Game 


Women's Basketball 
1/31- Hope 80, Kalamazoo 61 


Women's Swimming 
1/31-Albion 106, Kalamazoo 137 


Women's Tennis 
1/31- Kalamazoo 5, Valpariso 4 












BRIEFS 
Correction 


Last week, we identified Art 
Professor Richard Koenig as 
being up for tenure (in "Five 
'K' College professors up for 
tenure''). Koenig is actually up 
for tenure review next year. 
The Index regrets the error. 


Armstrong Lectures 
Peter Hodgson, from Vander
bilt University, will deliver 
the 2004 Armstrong Lectures 
in Religion today and Friday. 
F or more information see 
Happenings (page two). 


Saturday Symposium 
Dr. Eddie Moore, Jr. will 
lead a day-long symposium 
entitled "Leading Through 
Black and White: Race, Privi
lege, and Equity on a College 
Campus" at the Radisson 
Plaza Hotel on Saturday. For 
more information see Hap
penings (page two). 


ON THE WEB 


Student Commission and 
tbe Index are bolding a 
mock presidential election. 
To vote, visit tbe Student 
Commission election web
page at www.kzoo.edu/ 
stuvote/login/pbp. Tbe 
results will be posted in next 
week's issue of tbe Index. 


Presidential Search reaches its next step 
Merideth Lacina 


PHOTO EDITOR 


October 4th marked the final date for applica
tions to be the 17th President of Kalamazoo Col
lege. More than 60 applicants applied, leaving the 
presidential search committee to begin its lengthy 
review process. 


The application process was a three-step 
method. Advertisements for the position first went 
out to the academic community, and hundreds of 
letters were sent to leaders in academia asking 
for nominations. Finally, nominees were invited 
to submit an application. The tasks of publicizing 
the position and recruiting applicants was handled 
by the global consulting firm A.T. Kearney. 


Donald Parfet, chair of the search committee, 
said the thoroughness of the application process 
had yielded an exceptional field of candidates. 


"[Ours is] an approach that results in achiev
ing not only a highly qualified list of candidates 
but in achieving a very broad and diverse list of 
candidates," Parfet said. 


Karyn Boatwright, a faculty member of the 
search committee, said she was pleased with the 
work done by A. T. Kearney. 


"[The number and quality of applicants] sug
gests that Kalamazoo College has a solid national 
reputation," said Boatwright. 


The search commit
tee is composed of six 
trustees, three faculty 
members, an alumnus, 
a current student and 
an administrator. Boat
wright said she has been 
impressed by the com
mittee members' respect
ful interactions with each 
other, despite their differ
ent backgrounds. 


Members of the 
search committee listed 
a range of qualifications 
they would like to see in 
the next president. 


"I will look for a 
demonstrated leader 
who is committed to fur
thering the liberal arts in 


M",·irl .. "h lacina 
The President's house on Thompson St. stands empty while 
the 'K' College search committee recieves and reviews appli
cations for its 17th leader. 


a curriculum enhanced by foreign study and 
experiential opportunities," Parfet said. 


Strong leadership ability is an important 
qualification. However, Boatwright said, the 
next president should also have "an authentic 
commitment to increasing diversity of students, 
faculty, and staff," as well as "a commitment 
to advancing the role of service-learning and 


internationalization at K." 
The college community can expect the next 


president to "continue to build on the attractive
ness of the College and the quality of its pro
grams," said Parfet. 


According to Parfet, a president will likely 
be named shortly after the end of the current 
academic year. 


New York Times interviews 'K' students' reactions to the debates 
Kate Boehm 


lAyOUT EDITOR 
Last Friday a lengthy article dis


cussing student reaction to the presi
dential debates appeared in the front 
section of the New York Tunes. The 
16 students interviewed were from 
'K' College and Western Michigan 
University, eight from each. Both 
Kalamazoo universities were chosen 
out of all the colleges in the nation to 
participate in the debate discussion. 


"I was really pleased with the stu
dents," S31d Professor Daniel Lipson, 
associate professor of political sci
ence here at 'K' . "They completely 
measured up to the task, they listened 
carefully, were informed and focused, 
took offideological blinders and really 


probed inside themselves." 
Lipson was contacted by New 


be willing to participate in a panel dis
cussing the presidential debates and 


York Times """!II .... '!""" __ --~_ .... would have 
opinions 
and ideas to 
talk about. 


journalist R 
W.Apple,Jr 
right before 
the final 
presidential 
debate. 
He, Zinta 
Astairs , 
communi
cations spe
cialist and 
the editor 
of LuxEsto, The New York Times spoke with eight 
and several ' K' students following the third debate. 


"We 
sought 
to pick 
impressive 
students as 
representa
tives of key 
elements on 
campus," 
said Lipson. 
"About half 


other profes-
sors were invited to compile a list of 
eight 'K' students they believed would 


were picked 
from the Republican side and all 
across that scale, the other half was 


picked from the Democratic/Moderate 
and that entire spectrum". 


Thursday night, the eight stu
dents, Lipson and Astairs arrived at 
Western's Lee Honor's College about 
an hour before the debate. There, they 
met with the eight students chosen 
from Western, as well as Apple, who 
had been given short bios on each 
student, to know their interests and 
political affiliations in advance. 


"There was the gamut of loyal
ties across the political spectrum," said 
Daniel Russell, K'05, a participant in 
the panel, "from very conservative 
types who were rock solid supporters 
of the president to very liberal students 
who felt the president and his policies 
were doing terrible damage for our 


See Reaction on page 3. 







N THE 
KATE'S PEOPLE 


Name: Beth Kruger 
Birthday: August 9, 1982. 
Hometown: Glenview, IL. 
Year: Semor. 
Studies: Major in English, minor in 
SocIOlogy, education certification. 
Oasses: lntro to Sociology, ReligiollS 
of Asia, Principles of Teaching and 
Child Psychology (over at Western). 
Activities: The garden and the writ
llIg center. 
'K' Plan: StudIed abroad for 6 
months in Thailand and IS working 


on a teaching SIP dealing with pedagogy for student empowerment 
in secondary schools. 


Favorites: 
Smell: The tomato plants from my garden. 
Texture: My favorite button down shirt. 
BeatIe: John. 
Campus spot: My garden and "The Backyard". 
Childhood toy: My little sister, Abby. 
Bedroom item: Brand new banana tree. 
Song this week: "Come and Take Me" AI Green 
Professors: Olga Bonfiglio, education, and Bruce Mills, English. 
Novels: Sandra Ciseneros, Tile House on Afango Street (to teach). 


Anne Fadiman The Spirit Catches YOII and You Fall Duwn (to read). 
Quote: "The plain fact is that the planet does not need more 


'successful' people. But it does desperately need more peacemak
ers, healers, restorers, storytellers and lovers of every kind. It needs 
people who live well in their places. It needs people of moral courage 
willing to join the fight to make the world habitable and bumane. 
And these qualities have little to do with success as our culture has 
defined it" --David Orr, Earth III Mind. 


If you were an animal cracker, wbat would you be and wby? 1 
would be an ostrich because man. they've got such a funny neck. 
List tbree adjectives your friends would use to describe you: 
Spontaneous, energetic and opinionated. 
List tbree adjectives you would use to describe yourself: Deter
mined, attentive and committed. 
What are yourpassioos? Good food, teaching, hands-on stufflike my 
garden and discussion. Also my roommates, I love my roommates. 
What brought you to 'K'? I wanted to study abroad, have a majorl 
minor, teach- and do it all in four years. And the deal breaker- my grand
parents had a cottage in South Haven and they gave me the key. 
What is the best tbing you bave learned at 'K' outside of class? 
I trained for the half-marathon my freshman year, which was a big 
accomplishment for me. I didn't run before,llcamed how and ran 13.1 
miles. Also, lleamed how to can this year, which was pretty cool. 
ICyou could change one thing about the world, wbatwould it be? 
I would have everyone live within their means and be happy doing 
so, whoever they are and wherever they're at. Ecological, economic, 
social- any kind of means. I wouid want everyone to live within the 
caring capacity of the Earth. 


UAD The Index 


Letter from the Editor 
am convinced that our 


country can be divided into three 
simple categories: Red Sox fans, 
Yankees fans and those who are 
indifferent. 


And I fI didn't fall into one of 
those top two categories, I would 
have had a few more hours of sleep 
and perhaps a bit more success on 
a couple of exams in the past 
week. But, as I waited upwards 
of five minutes between pitches 
in the same inning, I was shocked 
at how many social issues I could 
place into a similar three-category 
grouping. 


Most noticeably, of course, 
is the upcoming presidential elec
tion. 


Comparable to the 2000 elec
tion, the two groups (and I'll avoid 
using labels, since our candidates 
do enough of that) are on the verge 
of basically canceling each other 
out once again. 


Here's a look at campus 
events in the week ahead: 


Today 7 P.M., President's 
Lounge - Amy Smith, Assis
tant Professor of English 
gives the first "Bitter Dia
tribe" lecture sponsored by 
the Philosopher's Stomping 
Ground. 


8 P.M., Stetson Chapel 
(LAC) - Peter Hodgson, from 
Vanderbilt University, gives 
the 2004 Armstrong Lecture 
entitled "Christian Theology in 
an Age of Terror: A Critique of 
the War on Terror." 


8 P.M., Recital Hall (FYF) 
- Dr. Deborah Barnes, director 
ofWMU's centerforthe study 
of race and ethnicity, gives a 
mutimedia presentation enti
tled "Bitter Fruit: Lynch Law, 
Children & Emmett Till." 


9 P.M., Dalton The
atre - U.S. Senator Debbie 
Stabenow, Jy\ichigan State 
Representative Alexander 


The third group, which labels 
itself independent, will once more 
playa key part in which candidate 
our country elects. Of course, a 
two-party system pushes everything 
towards the middle, creating an 
increasing number of independent 
minds, but I'll save that in-depth 
study for the next letter. 


There is no doubt which direc
tion our campus leans on most 
political issues, but I bet there are 
a few readers out there still on the 
fence. Just for you few, we at the 
Index are prepared to break a rule 
laid down by Student Commission 
and endorse a candidate for presi
dent. We just hope they won't pull 
our funding. 


We are endorsing the candidate 
who went to Yale. We also like the 
fact that our candidate served in the 
military, has held elected office, 
was born in the I 940s and bas two 
daughters. 


HAPPENINGS 
Lipsey and students speak at 
the Kalamazoo College Demo
cratic Convention. Doors open 
at 8:30. 


Friday 10:50 A.M., Stetson 
Chapel (LAC) - Hodgson gives an 
encore lecture entitled "Christian 
Theology in an Age of Terror: 
Theological Virtues in an Age 
of Terror." 


Saturday 9 A.M., Radisson Plaza 
Hotel (LAC) - Dr. Eddie Moore, 
Jr., from Central College (Iowa), 
leads a student symposium 
entitled "Leading Through Black 
and White: Race, Privilege, and 
Equity on a College Campus." 
Contact the student develop
ment office (269) 337-7209 for 
registration information. 


11 A.M., Anderson Athletic 
Center - Women's Volleyball 
hosts Adrian. 


Noon, MacKenzie Field 
- Women's Soccer hosts Alma. 


1-4 P.M., The Quad - Envorg 


But most importantly, we are 
backing this candidate because 
he blatantly avoided moderator 
Charles Gibson's question in the 
second debate on how he was 
going fund all of his costly pro
gram ideas. 


Now that we've cleared that 
up, here's to an election that doesn't 
need any extra innings and won't be 
decided by a questionable close call 
at home plate. 


We hope you enjoy our in
depth look at the election in the next 
couple of issues. We promise not to 
let election coverage overshadow 
issues that are perhaps more perti
nent to our campus life, including 
our own search for a new president 
(which you can read all about on 
page one). 


Happy Voting, 
Colin Baumgartner 


hosts Fall Fest: free food, 
pumpkin carving and other 
activities. 


Monday 8 P.M., Olmsted 
Room (LAC)- Professors Paul 
Sotherland (Biology), Amelia 
Katanski (English) and Zaide 
Pixley (First-Year Experience) 
lead a lecture and discussion 
entitled "Liberating Learn
ing and Academic Success at 
Kalamazoo College." 


Thursday 7 P.M., Anderson 
Athletic Center - Women's 
Volleyball hosts Hope. 


7 P.M., Dewing 103 - Be- · 
In-The KNOW film series pres
ents Hijacking Catastrophe. 


8 P.M., Dalton Theatre 
(LAC) - Raymond Tanger, 
from the Washington Insti
tute for Near East Policy, 
gives a lecture entitled "Role 
of the UN and NATO in Iraq: 
Implications for American 
Elections. 
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Ginsberg examines presidential power 


Robyn McBride 
STAFF WRITER 


With the election getting nearer and 
nearer, it seems that everyone is discussing our 
democracy. It is only fitting, then, that Benja
min Ginsber spoke at the 2004 William Weber 
Lectures. Ginsberg, a professor at John Hopkins 
University, discussed ''Elections and Presidential 
Power" on Thursday and "Downsizing Democ
racy" on Friday. 


with many examples from history, ranging from 
the decisions of Harry Truman and George W. 
Bush to declare war without the approval of 
Congress to the failure of the 1974 Budget Act, 
which allowed the president to obtain more 
control of the budgel 


Ginsberg then explained why presidential 
power has increased over the years. At the turn 
of the century, Ginsberg said, the pre-existing 
balance between Congress and the president 
began to decay. This decay had its roots in 
the decline of the party system and continued 
with individuals wanting more power for 
themselves. Presidents were able to "chose 
themselves for president," and a lack of a 
party machine gave them more freedom to 
do this. 


In "Elections and Presidential Power," 
Ginsberg discussed the relationship between the 
presidential selection process and the increase in 
presidential power. 


He started off speaking about the three 
major areas where the president is dominant 
in democracy: war and peace, the power of the 
purse (budget) and the control of the federal 
bureaucracy. Ginsberg's speech was peppered 


Ginsberg discussed the ways that presi
dents have made use of their increased power. 
He discussed the carefree use of executive 


Film series offers good variety 
Chelsea Phelps 
FEATURES EDITOR 


Looking to burst your 
K bubble but not break 
your bank? The Kalamazoo 
Valley Museum downtown 
offers a cheap alternative to 
going to the movies. 


Every Saturday and 
Sunday, the museum shows 
a film on their high quality 
DVD projections with 
Dolby surround sound. This 
is one place where you will 
not find the latest Hilary 
Duffmovie. The film series 
features American classics, 
foreign films, award win
ning independent films and 
documentaries. 


"We began showing 
films last year on Satur
day evenings," said Jay 
Gavan, Kalamazoo Valley 
Museum Stryker Theater 
Coordinator. "The entire 
year was for the Ameri
can Classics like 'Citizen 
Kane' and 'Casablanca.' 
This year, we've expanded 
our programs to show each 
film on Saturday night and 
Sunday afternoon. We have 
also decided to divide each 


weekend of the month into 
a different series." 


The common misper
ception of the museum as 
strictly a child's museum 
was the main motivator in 
creating the series. 


"My predecessors 
chose the films for this year 
based on their beliefs about 
drawing a diverse audience 
from a wide range of people 
in Kalamazoo, but particu
larly from an adult audi
ence that we here at the 
museum believe is under 
the assumption that our 
museum is just for kids," 
said Gavan. "We want to get 
an o.lder audience in here to 
see our films and discover 
the museum." 


The film series affords 
the viewers the opportunity 
to see great films in a the
atre setting. 


"The Foreign and 
American classics offer a 
great chance to see these 
wonderful films on the big 
screen," said Gavan. "Next 
week, we show 'Umbrellas 
of Cherbourg,' the great 
French musical. It's a beau
tiful film with great color 


and is a great experience 
on the big screen and with 
high quality sound. At the 
same time, the big screen 
truly does justice to the 
intended public viewing 
experience of old films like 
Charlie Chaplin's 'Modem 
Times' and Boris Karloff's 
'The Mummy'. Likewise, 
the new independent films 
and local filmmaker pro
grams offer a diversity of 
choices." 


Each weekend's film 
is shown on Saturday 
evenings at 7 p.m. and 
Sunday afternoons at 3 
p.m. The cost is five dol
lars per person. No food 
or drinks allowed inside 
of the movie. 


Classic American films 
are shown the third week
end of each month, classic 
foreign films on the fourth 
weekend, independent 
flIms on the first weekend 
and the second weekend of 
the month is devoted to the 
work of southwest Michi
gan filmmakers. 


For a complete sched
ule and description of the 
films, visit kvm.kvcc.edu. 


agreements, executive orders and "regulatory 
directives," citing examples from the Reagan, 
Clinton and George W. Bush presidencies. He 
also discussed the unilateral control over the 
armed services that has been exerted since the 
end of the Vietnam War. 


At the end of the lecture, Ginsberg dis
cussed the most recent events in light of an 
ongoing expansion of presidential power. 


He asked the audience, "Do we need 
a president who can respond in a crisis, but 
is that same president that took emergency 
powers and used them freely?" in reference 
to ·Bush's executive orders concerning stem 
cell research. He ended the lecture by stating 
that since more and more is done in the presi
dency behind closed doors, there is a danger 
of the president having too much power, 
diminishing the whole idea of democracy in 
the United States. 


i 
Benjamin Ginsbe nts out e 
expansion of presidential power during 
the 2.004 Weber lectures last week. 


Reaction/ Why Kalamazoo? 
Continued from page 1. 


country and the world as a whole". 
Thc students watched the debate, and 


only the debatc, together. Apple did not let 
the students see any discussions of what they 
saw, to make sure the opinions expressed 
were their own. Immediately following the 
debate, he asked questions of each student, 
keeping in mind their political affiliations and 
interests. The discussion lasted well over an 
bour following the debate, and many different 
ideas were discussed. 


'There were tons of topics discussed 
as each person in the room had a different 
specific interest," said Kim Yourchock, K'05, 
a participant in the panel. "There were kids 
with majors in everything from nursing to 
philosophy ... There were members from 
<Allege Republicans, Democrats, Christian 
groups, international club, pre-law, feminists, 
environmentalists, Afucan-Americans, Mus
lims etc. So the range of issues was huge". 


The diversity in the small group of 
students led to many discussion topics, but 
there was a general agreement, despite politi
cal affiliation. 


"It was interesting to hear a wide vari
ety of views on certain issues, yet a certain 
consensus among the group," said Rebecca 
York Bornstein, K'07, a participant in the 
panel. "Despite passionate views, this was 
a group of people generally displeased with 
both candidates. Adamant support for either 


Bush or Kerry seemed more a result of 
extreme distaste for one candidate then a 
high level of confidence in the other". 


Many across campus were confused 
as to why Kalamazoo would be chosen for 
such an article. According to Lipson, Apple 
was searching for colleges within a swing 
state, preferably a contested county. Also, 
the city of Kalamazoo containing both a 
large state school and a small, liberal arts 
college made it an ideal location for the 
interviews. Students on the forum had· 
their own ideas concerning why their city 
was chosen. 


"Aside from being a politically divided 
county, Kalamazoo is also home to one of 
the State's largest universities as well as 
one of the most recognized liberal arts insti
tutions in the Midwest," said Nick Culp, 
K'07, a participant in the panel. 


Overall, the students interviewed 
found their experience valuable. They felt 
like their ideas really mattered and that 


"The interview was an interesting 
experience," said Bornstein. "It was a 
chance to seriously discuss the issues that 
matter in a group of peers with diverse 
opinions, life experiences and political 
affiliations. This was a chance for people 
who were really interested in the issues to 
dISCUSS them. I was surprised at how often 
people with different points of view found 
common ground". 
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'K' security officer Griffieon preparing for Iraq 
Erika Jost 


(OPY EDITOR 


Around 10 p.m. on a Sunday 
in November 2002, Peter 
Griffieon, a security guard at 
Kalamazoo College, was watch
ing TV and talking with his mom 
when the phone rang. 


January, Griffieon said he's not 
thinking about it too much. 


"It's probably more danger
ous now than it was when I was 
there before," he said. "But I'm 
living completely normally now, 
day by day, and if it happens, it 
happens." 


there and I can laugh about it now, 
but I would never do it again." 


The soldiers were not 
allowed to sleep the first three 
days of camp, during which 
time they were issued their 
gear. But Griffieon's worst 
memory is of the third day, 
which he affectionately calls 
Black Sunday. 


he felt like he was in a parade 
marching through the streets, 
listening to the cheers of the 
people there. 


His father had just come home 
from the hospital after suffer
ing a heart attack and having 
surgery-they celebrated their 


"Do you know what this is 
about?" asked the sergeant on 
the other end of the line. 


Griffieon did. The sergeant 
went on, but Griffieon wasn't 
paying attention. In four days, he 
was to report for duty in Lansing 
as a soldier in the Marine Corps. 


"They don't tell you where 
you're going or what you'll be 
doing; they just tell you that you 
have to be ready to be gone for 
a year," said Griffieon. "So I got 
ready-it was all I had been think
ing about." 


In September 200 I, Griffieon, 
then a recent graduate of Portage 
Northern High School, was 
working and attending classes at 
Kalamazoo Valley Community 
College when the events of Sep
tember II occurred. Although he 
didn't talk to his parents about it 
at the time, Gri ffieon spoke 
shortly after that with a Marines 
recruiter. 


"I'm a big guy, and 
the sergeant was this little 
guy," he said, measuring the 
sergeant's height by holding 
his hand up to his shoulder. 
"But I was scared. You think 
you'll just start cracking up 
when someone yells in your 
face like that. Let me tell you; 
you don't laugh at a sergeant 
in the Marine Corps." 


homecoming together. 
"It was the little stuff 


that was weirdest to come 
back to," he said. "That 
night I just walked around 
my neighborhood-it was 
like two in the morning. 
I went to Wendy's . It was 
strange to buy the stuff I 
wanted to buy and eat the 
stuff I wanted to eat. I could 
brush my teeth whenever I 
wanted." 


While the luxuries 
of home are nice to have, 
Griffieon is willing to sac
rifice them to fight for what 
he feels is a just cause. 


That Wednesday, after 
packing everything from extra 
batteries to baby wipes to clean 
his hands in the desert, Griffieon 
said goodbye to his family-his 
parents and three brothers-over 
a taco dinner (his favorite). 


"I've always considered 
myself a really patriotic person," 
he said. "I got so upset after the 
attacks-I can't put my finger 
on why I felt like I had to go. I 
just decided it was time to stop 
standing around and do something 
about it. It was my time. And, in 
my impartial opinion, the marines 
are the finest fighting force in the 
military. " 


So, for 13 weeks, Griffieon 
sweated it out in boot camp for 
the Marine Corps. 


As a member of the infan
try battalion, Griffieon was 
first in line to fight. When he 
was stationed at the Kuwait 
border, he spent 48 hours in 
his gas mask and gear, com
pletely defenseless as Kuwait 
was bombed. 


However, he said most 
battles consisted of the Iraqi 
troops surrendering at the first 
sign of American troops. 


- Photo by Katie Waldeck. 
'K' College security officer Peter 
Griffieon is on alert status for the 
Marine Corps and is expected to be 
activated again in January. 


"I definitely miss stuff 
while I'm away, but I can't 
see that fighting for my 
country is any less important 
than being in my brother's 
wedding. When you see 
those little Iraqi kids just 
looking at you in complete 
awe, saying 'Thank you' and 


This time around though, as 
the 22-year-old secutiry guard 
is currently on alert status and 
expects to be activated again in 


"It sucked," he said, grinning. Of the three and a half months 
he spent in Iraq, Griffieon said 


Griffieon returned the fol
lowing November to a new 
nephew, niece and sister-in-law. 


'I love you' ... 1 just want to 
be able to give these people 
something that we have so easily 


"I grew up so much while I was 


Chapel Chat 
by Jeanne Hess 


Last week, I received the following book introduction via 
email. The author, Marianne Williamson. is one of my spiritual 
leaders and has authored several other books on spirituality, 
prayer and social and politica11andscapes. This new book, which 
addresses a changing world, is due out November 9. 


"When things aren't going well for you in your personal 
life. perhaps you call a friend or family member or go to a 
therapist or support group to process your pain. Yet when your 
feelings of upset are based on larger social realities, it's hard to 
know how to talk about them and to whom. When you'reafiaid 
lx'Cau~c you don't know where your next paycheck is going to 
corne from. it's easy to articulate; when you're wonied about 
whether the human race is going to survive the next century, it 
feels odd to mcntion at lunch. 


And so, I think, there is a collective depression among 
us, not so much dealt with as glossed over and suppressed. 
Each of us, as individual actors in a larger drama, carries 
an imprint of a larger despair. We are coping with intense 
amounts of chaos and fear, both personally and together. We 
are ail being challenged, in one form or another, to recreate 
our lives." (Marianne Williamson, "The Gift of Change") 
Now Jux:tapose that with the mission of Kalamazoo College: "To 
prepare its graduates to better understand, live ~uccessfu11ywithin. 
and provide enlightened leadetship to a ricbly diverse and inereas
ingiy complex world." This leads me to ask the question, 'how, 
then, shall we live?' (and work and teach and believe?). Marianne 
ends the introduction to her book entitled "The Gift of Change" 
with the following advice: 


"As we cross the bridge to a more loving orientation - as we 
learn the lessons of spiritual transformation and apply them m our 
personaiJives - we Will becomc agents of change on a tremendous 
scale. By learning tile lessons of change, internally and externally, 
each of us can participate in the great collective process in which 


over here." 


the people of the world, riding a wave of enlightened wuier
standing (italics mine), see the human race on a destructive 
course and turn it around in time. To some, this might feel like 
the period of a Great End, perhaps at times an Annageddon, 
but in fact this is the time of a Great Beginning. It is time to 
die to who we used to be and to become instead who we are 
capable of being." 


Kalamazoo College - in order to move toward the 
enlightened leadership we espouse, we must embrace, honor 
and grow the whole person: mind, body and spuit - one not 
more valuable than another, and all equally contributing. 
It's time to become whole and wholly human as we move 
into the adulthood of our lives. Let's work on it together! 


PS This week s Chapel is the AnT/strong Lecture with Profes
sor Peter C. Hodgson of Vanderbilt University: "Christian 
'flleology in an Age of Terror: theological virtues in aJl age 
of tenor... It.~ LA C. and I hope to see FOil all there. Fridav 
mwm . 
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Inside the Living and Learning Houses: Part II 


Erika Jost 
(OPY EDITOR 


Part I. including profiles of the Sustainable Living and Service 
Learning Houses, can be found on page 3 of last weeks paper. 


WeUness House 
In the kitchen of the multi-closeted Wellness House across 


from Severn, Andrew Yarger '07 munched on pistacchio nuts 
while comforting an ailing housemate. 


"You need to lead a life as balanced as possible," said Yarger, 
cracking open a shell. 'The students here are very academically 
oriented, but if you don't sleep enough, or eat right, or take time 
out to exercise and relieve stress, you're just not going to be 
happy." 


In its 151h year, the Wellness House will be promoting personal 
well-being this fall by sponsoring an event called Laugh It Off 
on November 8, said head liaison Julie Nguyen '07. The speaker 
will talk about the importance of stress relief, and the event has 
earned LAC status. 


The house members, who have designated themselves as 
the unofficial spokespersons of the Rice Kitchen ("because it's 
so much better than eating prison food," said Yarger), are actively 
involved in the school community and understand the importance 
of relieving stress. 


Due to their extensive participation in school sports, organi
zations and community service, they are thriving in the comfort 
and convenience of living in a house with all their closest friends, 
said Yarger. 


"It's nice to be able to talk to each other when we're stressed 
out," said Nguyen. "We can support each other in all aspects of 
our lives. 


"Or if we all want to curl up in the living room and watch 
Disney movies, we can do that too, like we did last Sunday." 


While other houses had to scramble around looking for Iast
minute members, Yarger said their house fell together naturally 
early last year. 


"A lot of us went to Jamaica for spring break last year, and 
we go to Cedar Point and things like that together," said Yarger. 
"It's really nice to wake up in the morning and all your friends 
are already there." 


"We're really like a family," said Nguyen. 


Women's Resource Center 
A bowl of brightly colored wrappers sits on a table by the 


entrance of the Women's Resource Center. always have time to do it by yourself." 
"A couple days ago these girls were trying to get into Trow


bridge through our house, and they thought it was candy," one of 
the house members said 'They're free condoms, and I think we 
gave some to them anyway." 


As the house members did themselves in a "painting party" it 
had a few nights ago. Their work now hangs on the walls, including 
pictures of flowers some of the house members did as children. 


On October 24, the house is bringing in John Curtis to speak 
on creativity in everyday life. During winter, it will also be hosting 
two poetry slams. 


The Women's Resource Center, which houses 10 girls, is 
centered on the principles of feminism and is open to anyone 
concerned with women's issues. 'The poetry slam last year was a huge success, but it was all 


put together by one person," said Fowler. "We're really looking 
forward to it this year." 


"We're here for all races, genders, backgrounds for advice 
and support," said Lauren Bloom '07. "We're very welcorning 
to everyone and very open-minded." 


The center serves as a haven to victims of 
domestic abuse and rape. While it is not itself a 
counseling center, it can help women find help at 
places like the YWCA. 


This fall, the WRC will be hosting a showing 
of "Sex and the City" with a discussion afterwards 
about the stereotyping of feminism in the media. 


As a house activity, the members are read
ing 'The Red Tent" by Anita Diamant for their 
book club, which foeuses on a woman in Biblical 
times. 


The house also boasts a rich history, not only 
storing the books pertaining to women's studies 
from the library, but also a collection of books 
former members have left over the years. 


One particularly interesting item the girls 
found this year, which now hangs in the hallway, is 
an autographed photo of Tori Amos on her Strange 
Days tour, addressed to the WRC. 


"We're probably one of the most accessible 
houses on campus," said Bloom. "We're right on 
the Quad, so people can just walk over and come 
in here all the time." 


Creative Expressions 
Late Sunday morning, the nine students in the 


Creative Expressions house can be found in their 
living room, relaxing from brunch and conducting 
their weekly meeting. The house is a new this year, 
initiated by Kelsey Fowler '07. 


"We all understand the importance of creativ
ity," said Fowler. "I think that's underestimated by 
a lot of people. Whether it's writing or visual art 
or music, you need to have that outlet You don't 
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Karyn Boatwright: a professor is never just a professor 
Robyn McBride 


STAFF WRITER 


golfing, playing racquetball, riding my 
bike, watching excellent movies, traveling 
and listening to poetry slams and music 
at Kraftbrau. 


chology. Also, Linda Forrest, my graduate 
school professor and friend who taught 
me how to survive in the academy. And, 


Q. What advice would you give to 
students? A. "Ease up on yourself. Dance 
like no one's watching. Spend less time 


Admired for her teaching skills and 
her ability to connect with students on a 
deeper level than the standard student-


- teacher relationship, psychology profes
sor Karyn Boatwright came to K in 1998 
and has made a big impact on the students 
ever since. 


of course, my stu
dents who remind me 
every day that emo
tions and reason are 
equally important in 
the learning process. 
And finally Gail Grif
fin; her passion for 
teaching, feminism, K 
College and keen per
ception consistently 
remind me that there 
is a goddess." 


on homework (except 
for my class), less time 
worrying about graduate 
school, less time on your 
cell phone and more time 
revealing your true self to 
friends at a cafe. Realize 
that you cannot obtain per
fection and if you could, 
you would probably be 
quite dull and despised 
by most. And finally, 
listen to Alison Krauss 
and Crosby, Stills, Nash 
and Young a bit more and 
discover Motown." 


Q. What organizations and activi
ties are you involved in? A. "Women's 
studies, Presidential Search Committee, 
Angell Field Beautification Task Force, 
Fulbright Committee, GLCA Women's 
Studies representative, American Psy
chological Association, Counseling Psy
chology Section for the Advancement of 
Women, Kalamazoo Women's Golf Asso
ciation, Kalamazoo Historical Society 
and, last but not least, the West Main Hill 
Angell Field Dog Poo Squad-DPS for 
short. We even have membership cards and 
I know t-shirts will soon be ordered." 


Q. What is the most important 
thing for you to accomplish? What are 
you passionate about? A. "To empower 
students to identify, explore and eliminate 
intrapersonal and oppressive environmen
tal factors that diminish their willingness 
to pursue their dreams, which was actually 
my original reason for entering the teach
ing profession. I'm passionate about femi
nism, building communities in the c1ass
ronm, golf, my animals, ousting Bush, 
peace, Aretha Franklin, Alison Krauss, 
feminism, lattes, watching football and 
singing old hymns. Honest, I realize that 
I possess many contradicting passions but, 
hey, I'm a Gemini, what do you expect? 
I like Reisling wine, drinking lattes at 
Rocket Star and smoking an occasional 
cigar because sometimes a cigar is more 
than just a cigar." 


Q. Is there one 
thing you live by or a 
philosophy you have 
about life? A. "Not 
just one thing; however, 
I have a few. I believe 
that life is short and 
needs to be fully lived 
right now. 'Being' is 
ultimately more impor-


- Photo courtesy of Karyn Boatwright 


Dr. Karyn Boatwright, a psy
chology professor, is known 
for both her excellent teaching 
skills and her ability to connect 
with and inspire students. 


Q. What do you 
want your legacy to 
be? A. "That I lived an 
authentic, meaningful 
life. I laughed at myself, 
I was willing to love and 


Q. Who has inspired you the most? Q. What hobbies and interests do 
you have outside ofK? A. "Reading his
torical fiction (no, this does not include 
presidential autobiographies). I like to 
paint, but mostly watercolors. I enjoy 


A. "My great grandmother Nina who 
taught me the deep meaning of uncondi
tional love; my mentor in college, Paul 
Conn, who inspired my interest in psy-


tant than 'doing'; and as cheesy as it sounds, 
in the end, love is what matters. Now, if I 
could only make myself remember my life 
philosophies, I'd be all set." 


I helped obliterate a few 
oppressive hierarchical structures within 
the academy and the world." 


Next week: Interim President Palchick 


Aries (March 21-April 19): 
On Wednesday, you'll live 
up to your zodiac sign and do 
some serious "ram-ing". Just 
be careful not to put a hole 
in the wall that would require 
some serious explaining to 
FacMan and ResLife. 


Taurus (April 20-May 19): 
Wow. Your inner bull comes 
out and charges you and your 
partner into the bedroom for a 
marathon sex -capade lasting 
from Sunday to Thursday. 
Make sure to stock up on 
condoms and/or dental dams 
beforehand. 


Gemini (May 20-June 20): You 
join your twin and your partner 
for a threesome on Tuesday if you 
can manage to schedule it between 
class, meetings, and homework. 
Good luck. 


Cancer (June 21-July 21): Venus 
lets you know that the perfect 
mate has been standing right in 
front of you all along on Monday. 
Open your eyes, moron, and take 
a look around campus. 


Leo (July 22-August 22): After 
Monday, your sex appeal reaches 
its apex, so put it to good use. Sex 
can be here, sex can be there, sex 


can be almost everywhere. 


Virgo (August 23-September 21): 
Take a walk to admire nature this 
week to get you in the mood. 
Nothing quite turns you on like 
seeing those squirrels get it on 
one last time before hibernation 
season sets in. 


Libra (September 22-0ctober 
22): Saturday night will find you 
bubbling over with energy, so feel 
free to do the deed all night long 
since you'll sti\l be able to do all 
your homework on Sunday. 


Scorpio (October 23-November 


21): Flirting with someone in 
the cafeteria or Hicks Center 
around lunchtime will lead to a 
nooner in the Gilmore Parlor next 
Thursday. 


Sagittarius (November 22-
December 20): Looking ahead 
to Halloween weekend, you'll 
take the spirit of the holiday to 
heart and do some serious role
playing. 


Capricorn (December 21-Janu
ary 19): Stop being such a wuss 
and go for the one that you want 
next Thursday. The only person 
holding you back is you. 


Aquarius (January 20-Febru
ary 17): On Monday, you'll 
leave all your inhibitions 
behind, bend someone over 
your knee, and give a naughty 
someone the spanking slhe 
deserves. 


Pisces (February-March 20): 
Be careful on Halloween 
weekend, since you become 
the ultimate party animal. 
You might want to hide 
your true identity and wear 
a Nixon mask to keep your 
reputation. 


--Lynn Brewer, K'05 
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Presidential Debates: Who won? 
Kerry leaves the better impression 


Fortunate enough to attend 
all three on-campus viewings of 
the presidential debates, I took 
great interest in the reactions 
of my peers. Consistently, after 
each debate, students seemed 
to express dissatisfaction over 
a pervasive lack of substance in 
the answers of both candidates. 
Indeed, I felt that neither Presi
dent Bush nor Senator Kerry 
spoke with any degree of detail 
limiting their answers to general 
talking points. This, however, is to 
be expected under a format allot
ting only two minutes per answer. 
Moreover, in a time of growing 
media sensationalism, where the 
measure of admirable journal
ism has been largely reduced to 
viewer ratings and entertainment 
value, the presidential debates 
are much less about one candi-


date championing a well-constructed 
argument over that of his opponent and 
much more about a candidate's ability to 
leave a strong, positive impression with 
viewers. 


In this respect, amongst all those 
students with whom I directly spoke, it 
was agreed that Kerry won the first two 
debates. He spoke eloquently and per
formed with a confidence that directly 
conflicted with the "flip-flopper" image 
that the Bush campaign has labored 
arduously to imprint on the public mind. 
President Bush, especially during the first 
debate, appeared anxious and unprepared 
to speak in front of an audience more criti
cal than those he bad been encountering 
on the campaign trail. However, President 
Bush seems to have a distinct talent for 
speaking in exceptionally simple and vac
uous prose while still managing to convey 
an air of confidence and charm. During 
the third debate, the President appeared 


better rehearsed, and consequentially 
the outcome of the debate was much 
more ambiguous. 


Ultimately, however, the 
debates seem to have bad minimal 
effect upon the opinions of the 
American public as evidenced by 
only minor fluctuations in the polls. If 
anything, the debates merely served 
to solidify the opinions oftJ;!ose who 
had already made their decision, 
especially in the case of Senator 
Kerry who effectively countered 
accusations of political pandering 
by speaking clearly and confidently 
on his positions. Assuredly, this 
Presidential race will remain close 
until the very end, a fuct that has me 
fearful of a result identical to that of 
the 2000 election. 


--submitted by the 
College Democrats 


Bush shows he has a stonger plan 
Last week's presidential 


debate gave viewers the final 
opportunity to hear the candi
dates' positions on pressing 
domestic issues, in which 
George Bush came out ahead 
with a clear, stringent plan 
on how to continue to lead 
the nation. 


President Bush entered 
the debate having already 
proven himself an effective 
leader oftbis country. He has 
not only prevailed in the war 
on terror, but also in domes
tic issues, such as effectively 
bringing the country out of 
the recession it was in when 
he took office. 


As a leader, the President 
presented a clear vision on 
how to make the nation better 
and stronger. Making the tax 


cuts permanent, preserving the tra
ditional family and placing limits 
on abortion procedures enhance the 
quality of life in this country. 


George Bush has a better plan 
than that of his opponent. The debate 
clearly showed that President Bush 
understands how to make the coun
try stronger and that he has realistic 
plans in order to make that happen. 
His opponent was clear that he has 
a plan as well. However, he failed 
to identify the specifics of this plan 
nor did he outline how he plans to 
accomplish his goals. 


Above all, this debate showed 
exactly who has more class and 
leadership-- George Bush. His 
opponent took a cheap shot at the 
daughter of Vice President Dick 
Cheney by bringing her into the 
debate and making a spectacle of 
her-- a horribly tacky move. Any 


true, competent leader would 
have focused solely on his oppo
nent and his policies rather than 
trying to save his sinking ship by 
taking a cheap shot at someone 
who is irrelevant to the issues in 
this election. 


George Bush is still up in 
the polls across America and 
Americans deserve his tireless 
leadership and vision for another 
term. In these twelve days before 
the election, we can expect to see 
aggressive campaigning from 
both sides. In the end, we shall 
receive four more years from the 
true leader in this race who has 
provided a nation with steady 
leadership in times of change 
-- George W. Bush. 


--submitted by the 
College Republicans 


PINIONS 
PHOTO POLL 
What was your 
response to the 


presidential debates? 


"I don't think it changed 
any undecided voters' 
minds." 
-Andrew Ridella, K'07. 


"IfI weren't worried 
about a second Bush Pres
idency, I wouldn't vote for 
Kerry either." 
-Liz Brayman, K'05. 


'George is a dumb 
monkey. Kerry kicked his 
ass. " 
-Justin Rifis, K'07. 


"I mostly was frustrated 
and annoyed. It seemed 
like nothing new was 
said." 
-Renee Begnoche, K'05. 


--compiled by Amy Buer 
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The Hornet defense had a difficult time stopping Albion's running attack during Saturday's Homecoming game. The Britons compiled 186 yards in the rain, winning the game 33-6. 


Albion spoils Homecoming game; Hornets face Alma Saturday 
Roger Garfield 
OPINIONS EDITOR sion. 


Britons up 17-0 heading into the intermis-
:: 


~27 y.u-ds for Kalamazoo with one touchdown 
iind~ interception. Quarterback Troy' e White 


The football team lost 33-6 to the visiting 
Albion Britons in the annual Homecoming 
game Saturday on a cold and rainy afternoon 
at Angell Field. 


ing the ball on the ground for much of the first 
quarter and managing two scores. They struck 
first on a 22-yard field goal from senior kicker 
Andy Cline then again on a 14-yard touchdown 
scamper from junior quarterback Steve Wasil. 


Most of the second quarter was dominated 
by the Kalamazoo defense. It had success shut
ting down the Britons' rushing attack, and as 
a result, began several drives with great field 
position. 


The visitors scored twice in the third, 
both on Wasil touchdown passes, and Albion 
led 31-0 heading into the fourth. Kalamazoo 
scored its only touchdown of the day with 
11 :08 to go as Kaselitz found senior receiver 
Blake Hurt open in the end zone from three 
yards out. The PAT was no good. 


. ot saw his first league action of the season 
and completed two offive passes. Hurt led the 
Hornet receivers with six grabs for 46 yards 
and a touchdown. 


Defensively, senior linebacker Jeremy 
Vanisacker had 16 tackles, leading the Hornets 
for the third consecutive game. Junior Nick 
Toboy had an interception. 


"It was frustrating for the team," said 
qwirterback Tim Kaselitz K'07 of the team's 
performance. "And it was frustrating for who
ever was watching it, too." 


Despite the weather, almost 1 ,000 fans and 
alumni filled the bleachers and the tailgating 
area behind the end zone for Blackout Saturday, 
but the squalid conditions and unfortunate out
come made it a less than ideal Homecoming. 


However, the Hornet offense could get 
little going on the ground or in the air. Two 
three-and-outs and an interception by Kaselitz 
foiled the only legitimate scoring opportunities 
in the first half. An Albion rushing touchdown 
by senior tailback Dustin Louwaert with just 
39 seconds remaining in the quarter put the 


Albion rounded out the scoring on a 
safety with six minutes left to play, improv
ing its league record to 2-1. The Hornets are 
now 0-3 in the MlAA and 1-5 overall. 


Wasil led the Britons with 127 yards pass
ing; Louwaert had 32 carries for 143 yards in 
the game. 


Kalamazoo takes on Alma Saturday, Oct. 
23 at I p,m. It should be a tough test for the 
Hornets; the Scots sit atop the MlAA standings 
with a 3-0 league record. However, the team 
remains confident. 


Albion took control from the get-go, keep- Kaselitz completed 13 of 21 passes for 
"We definitely have the talent to get it 


done," said Kaselitz. 


Soccer teams both reaching their season's critical point 
Eli Malaas 


SPORTS EDITOR 


Young Men's Team Struggles 
in Conference Play 


Winning only three of seven 
comerence matches this fall, the 
men's soccer team currently sit 
fifth in the MlAA standings. It 
has recently lost two hard-fought 
battles to in-state rivals Hope and 
Calvin, each by one goal. Hope 
managed to score with under two 
minutes remaining in the game. 


The team was able to bounce 
back with a 1-0 victory over 
Adrian at home. Nick Houdek '06 
scored the lone goal with assists 
from Tony Arnold '05 and Brett 
Bullard '07. Houdek leads the 
Hornets in scoring (11 points) 


and ties for second in the comer
ence in goals scored with 5.Evan 
Wright '07 has netted three, while 
Arnold has three assists. 


The squad has several games 
remaining, including what should 
be an exciting showdown with 
Hope November 2 at McKenzie 
Field. 


Lady Hornets have won five of 
seven games, while allowing only 
a single goal to first place Hope 
College. 


The streak continued last 
Wednesday, when the team avenged 
its loss to St. Mary's with a thrill
ing 1-0 home victory. Head coach 


Hinton. 
"The whole tearn, coaches 


and players, are very focused 
and make a strong commitment 
to defense," said captain Jill 
Weatherhead '05. "We're very 
proud of it." 


Last Saturday, the Lady 
Hornets 


Women's Soccer Players Honored ~ 
celebrated 
Homecom-Women 


Avenge Loss to 
St. Mary's 


One. 
That's the 


The women's soccer team eamed both MlAAPlayerofthe Week awards in 
their two shutout victories la~t week. Goalkeeper Monisha Bericowski '08 
and forward Elizabeth Hauslein '07, who scored a key goal against Adrian, 
were awarded Defensive and Offensive Player of the Week, respectively. 


ing with 
an easy 
4-0 victory 
at Adrian, 
pushing number of goals 


the women's 
soccer team has allowed since 
September 18. 


Since an early season 3-1 
setback to St. Mary's College, the 


Stuart Dixon's stifling defense, led 
by goaltender Monisha Berkowski 
'08 (13 saves), held off the Belles' 
rising offensive star Ashley 


their con
ference record to 7 -3-\. 


The team returns home this 
weekend, taking on the Britons 
of Albion on Saturday at 4 p.m. 


Malvitz and Seelan 
Victorious at ITA 


Nationals 


The men's tennis program 
continued to shine last week
end when Michael Malvitz '05 
and Julian Seelan '06 captured 
the ITA Division III Doubles 
Nationals. 


Last spring's MIAA 
number one doubles cham
pion duo defeated tearns from 
Washington and Jefferson, 
Gustavus Adolphus and UC 
Santa Cruz. The victories 
advanced Malvitz and Seelan 
to the "Super Bowl of Dou
bles," where they eventually 
lost to Robert Jendelund and 
Dale White of Division II 
Armstrong Atlantic. 









