
Chapman, Ehlert 
receive TIME honors 

by Jeffrey Kuipers 

Following a nationwide selec
tion process in search of 100 
"most outstanding college 
students," K students Cynthia 
Chapman K'87 and Lisa Ehlert 
K'87 have been named as merit 
finalists in the TIME Achievement 
Award Competition. A TIME 
news release claims that more than 
750 junior nominees were con
sidered for the awards,. from 
which 20 were chosen as winners 
and 80 as merit finalists . TIME in
itiated the awards last year in an 
effort to recognize those 
American students whose 
scholastic excellence was accom
panied by notable achi~vement 
outside the classroom, In such 
endeavours as community service, 
student government, journalistic 
",riting, entrepreneurship, 
creativity in science/technology, 
performing arts, visual arts, and 
athletics. 

Juniors nominated for the 
awards were scrutinized by 
TIME's judging agency, the non
profit, DC-based Council for the 
Advancement and Support of 
Education, according to GP A, a 
resume, a personal statement, an 
example of scholastic work, and 
evidence of extracurricular in
volvement in the student's field of 
interest. Selected students, both 

on Foreign Study and on campus, 
were notified by Dean of Students 
Marilyn La Plante, who had con
tacted various academic depart
ment members to identify eligible 
students. 

The 20 winners received a 3000 
dollar award. All finalists were in
vited to an awards banquet held in 
New York March 31, and also to 
internship interviews with TIME, 
Inc., American Express, Ford, 
IBM Proctor and Gamble, and 
the Navy Officer Program. They 
will also be highlighted in the for
thcoming April 7 Campus Edition 
of TIME. 

Chapman, a religion major, is 
currently in Hong Kong on a 
three-quarter Foreign Study. She 
is recognized for writing a play for 
Christian clowns, organizing a 
clown theatrical troupe, and tour
ing churches on the east coast dur
ing the winter and spring quarters 
of her sophomore year. 

Ehlert, who majors in political 
science and Spanish, is recognized 
for her achievements in the study 
of human rights issues and inter
national studies. Although she 
declined the blUlquet and inter
views because of the traveling 
distance involved, Ehlert said she 
is delighted with the award and 
the educational or occupational 
opportunities which may result 
from it. 

Commission holds elections Monday 
by Luis Salazar 

The cu1mination of hours of 
petitioning "'ill occur this Monday 
as indeterminate numbers' of 
students vote for Student Com
mission members, including dor
mitory and language house 
representatives and the Commis
sion president of finance. Peti
tions with requisite signatures 
determine the candidates, who 
face the student voting population 
outside of SAGA during lunch 
and dinner Monday. 

At 5 pm the notified winners 

will attend the first Commission 
meeting. All student organizations 
will be present to be recognized; 
each organizational cnair win an
nounce his or her organization's 
CUB representative; and budget 
proposals will be submitted, to be 
finalized and approved Monday, 
April 14. Student Commission 
President Tim McLean K'86, an
ticipating Monday's first meeting, 
said that "we plan to discuss 
societies (pseudo-fraternities and 
sororities), the proposed new 
courses, tenure, and the social 
event for seventh week. I hope 
people vote." 

Student phonathon begins Monday 
by David Torresen 

The Development Office will 
conduct its Annual Fund spring 
phonathon from Monday through 
Thursday of second and third 
weeks. According to Susan But
ters of the Development Office, 
throughout this period student 
volunteers will be calling alumni 
and friends of the College, raising 
funds to support the general 
education budget and subsequent
ly informing alumni and friends of 
ongoing activities at the College. 

Butters said that "a phonathon 
is a most effective way to raise 
funds for the College and also to 
let alumni and friends know what 

is happening at the College." Stu
dent participants in the 
phonathon will receive both a 
complimentary gift and a free 
long-distance telephone call. A 
"dorm challenge" will also be 
held to increase student fund
raising initiative; the dorm whose 
volunteers raise the highest dollar 
total in pledges will receive an in
cribed plaque and a 50 dollar 
prize. 

Student volunteers are still 
needed for the phonathon, said 
Butters, and may sign up today 
during lunch and dinner periods at 
a table in the lobby of Hicks 
Center, or by calling Butters at 

, 8526. 

German dept. sponsors films 
by Mila Visserthooft K'89 

This quarter the German 
department will feature seven 
movies, all spoken in German and 
subtitled in English. According to 
Dr. Hardy Fuchs, chairman of the 
German department, now that 
most of the juniors have come 
back from foreign study, the films 
will aid the "continuation of the 
German experience . .. and offer 
a nice practice for understanding 
the German language." The Ger
man mm program will continue in 
the summer with seven more 
films, "which will enable next 
year's juniors to practice their 
listening comprehension before 
they take off for Germany," 

Fuchs said. 
All seven films of spring quarter 

will be shown in room 103 of 
Dewing Hall Wednesdays at 7:30 
pm. The first film to be shown, 
this Wednesday, April 9, is Die 
Blechtrommel,which was released 
in 1978 and received widespread 
critical acclaim in Europe. 

Other films scheduled in the 
spring quarter German film series 
include Grete Minde (April 23), 
Madchenkrieg (April 30), Der 
Blau Engel (May 7), Hungerjahre
in einem reichen land (May 14), 
and Line Brooke (May 21). For 
further information on these 
films, consult the calendar listings 
in future Index issues. 

Elizabeth Whiting K'88 spent her winter quarter in New York on the GLCA arts program, where 
she worked with freelance photographer Margaret McCarthy. "I don't know if what I'm doing is 
fine art, but that's what I'm striving for, " said Whiting. This shot was taken somewhere along 
Spring Street in SoHo. 
K Pl1lns is a weekly front-page photograph featuring various off·campus experiences. Any photograph sub
missions, whether from Foreign Study, SIP, CD, OLCA, or vacation quarters, are eagerly accepted via the 
Index box; all will be returned to owners as well. 
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Organizational activities underway 
by Dlivid Torreson K'87 

and Mila Visserthooft K'89 

With the departure of most 
sophomores and the return of 
Foreign Study, SIP, and other 
off-campus students, campus 
organizations will again ex
perience abrupt reVISion, 
modification, and, in some cases, 
revitalization. The following list, 
by no means exhaustive, attempts 
to summarize each organization's 
proposed activities and goals for 
spring quarter, 

Cbaverim-The campus Jewlsn 
fellowship has scheduled two 
special presentations for the 
quarter, according to Chaverirn 
chairperson Larry Schlessinger 
K'89. Wednesday of third week, 
guest lecturer Alex Orenstein, on 
the Board of Directors of the 
Anti-Defamation League of B'Nai 
B'rith, will speak on "The Real 
Anti-Semitism". Two short films, 
The Little Falls Incident and Anti
Semitism, as well as question and 
answer session will follow at this 
LACC-~ponsored event. During 
sixth week the group will present 
an award-winning documentary 
film called Sentenced to Survival, 
concerning the plight of the Soviet 
Jews. 

Women's Interest Group
After devoting winter quarter to 
the complex task of restructuring 
its organizational goals, WIG 
members have scheduled a broad 
variety of Wednesday symposia, 
including a showing of the semi
documentary film Rape/Crisis, set 
for second week, a third week 
presentation by Mimi Chandler on 
"Abortion: a Christian pro-choice 
perspective," and a speaker from 
the Michigan Department of 

Education on the pros and cons of 
cheerleading. WIG dinner 
meetings will continue to be held 
at 5:30 pm every Thursday in the 
President's Dining Room, ad
dressing different topics each 
week. 

Tbe Guild of Change Rlngen
The ringers continue their 
rigorous practice schedule this 
quarter, ringing Sunday after
noons and Monday and Wednes
day evenings, According to con
tact person Amy Conrad K'88, the 
Guild is anxious to welcome back 
Foreign Study returnees, and any 
other interested new members are 
encouraged to contact Dr, T.J. 
Smith. The Guild anticpates busy 
ringing weekends this quarter, 
with the many weddings scheduled 
in the chapel. The Guild will con
tinue to host bell-ringing visitors, 
and hopes to trav.el elsewhere to 
experience "a pull" sometime 
during the quarter . 

Film Soclety- Film Society has 
scheduled ten films, including 
three foreign films, for each 
weekend of the quarter: two 
French flIms, Black and White in 
Color (sponsored for the African 
Studies Conference) and Godard's 
Masculin Feminin, Fassbinder's 
German Fox and His Friends, and 
contemporary American commer
cial releases such as All That Jou, 
Sweet Dreams, Birdy, Silkwood, 
and The Purple Rose oj Cairo. In 
addition, the musical anthology 
That's Entertainment is scheduled 
for Parent's Weekend, and sixth 
week will feature a film festival 
entitled The Best New UCLA 
Films- a collection of recent 
short subjects by UCLA film 
students. Interested members 
should contact David Torresen 

K'87. 
Black Student Ol'lanlzation

According to BSO contact person 
Bruce Duckett K'87, BSO plans to 
rebuild this quarter, despite the 
loss of several sophomore 
members and the absence of 
minority students in the junior 
and senior classes. Main objec
tives for the group this quarter in
clude assisting the Admissions 
staff in recruiting more minority 
students, and preparation for the 
mid-quarter K'tucky Derby, to 
which BSO traditionally con
tributes significantly. 

Cbrlstian Fellowship- Accor
ding to contact person Robin Her
rick Piehl K'86, the quarterly 
theme for Christian Fellowship, 
the inter-denominational group 
affiliated with the Inter-Varsity' 
Christian Fellowship, is 
"Reaching In, Reaching Out". 
This theme involves discussing 
denominational differences, 
defining self-image, and minister
ing to the needs of others. Special 
events for the quarter will include 
the fifth week performance of 
Christian folk singer John Piipo, 
and a proposed trip to the mid
April Amy Grant concert. New 
members are encourageil to attend 
Fellowship meetings at 9 pm on 
Mondays in the President's 
Lounge. 

Gay/Lesbian Support Group
GLSG is currently in the process 
of scbeduling various presenta
tions, diSCUSSions, and 
events-several of them campus
wide-for the quarter. Among the 
scheduled offerings are the 
group's ninth week readers' 
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Poll reveals weekly 
drinking habits 

Polled: 100 students, Hicks Center lobby, April 2, 1986 

Year at K: 
31 % freshman 
7% sophomore 
35% junlor 
29% senior 

How often do you drink? 
7% never 
20% once a month 
34% once a week 
39% more than once a week 

Where do you drink most often? 
67% in dorm room 
25% house/suite parties 
1% TGlFs 
7% bars 

If you are under 21, is it dificult to obtain alcohol? 
17% yes 
83% no 

How do you obtain alcohol? 
46% purcbase myself (over 21) 
11 % purchase myself (fake ID, not being 

carded) 
33 % through friends 
10% through parties 

Why, mainly, do you drink? 
29% pleasant taste 
52 % social activity 
19 % intoxication 

What are your basic impressions of overall drinking at K? 

- I know too many people who are heading towards alcoholism. 

- At K, like in the rest of our society, I think people drink too much. 
Alcohol is vastly overrated and overabused. It is not intrinsically evil, 
but people abuse it frequently. 

- The drinking that occurs in dorm rooms seems generally con
trolled-social, and not infringing on others-however, the suite par
ties aren't well handled. 

- Too much emphasis on drinking around here- there should be a 
medium between drinking yourself sick and being a release. 

- Used as an escape and to fake happiness more often than not. Done 
without question because it is so widely accepted. Abused with glory. 

- People here drink to get drunk; not like in other countries where 
drinking age is before 21 and it's okay to drink. Drinking is for 
pleasure, for one glass over a pleasant conversation. 

Are you satisfied with the way alcohol consumption is managed on 
campus? 

- Yes, but mainly because to change legal policy, to regulate consump
tion visibly would not solve the problem of ignorant people seeing 
alcohol as something good. 

_ Yeah, it's the people who cause the problems, not the policy. 

- No. Rules should be enforced more strictly. Also, new rules should 
be made up, or at least the old ones modified. 

- Yes, but I think more formal structure should be given to registered 
parties and the policy should encourage registration. 

- No. Too much of the burden is placed upon floor advisors, which 
leads to them ignoring the rules. This makes a mockery of the system. 

- No. It seems to encourage the wrong behavior and forces one to 
sneak around. 

compiled by Michelle Bryk 
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Exploring the alcohol policy 
by Tim Webster K'86 

Kalamazoo College's alcohol 
policy, as stated in the student 
handbook, is a fairly simple, 
straightforward one to sum
marize: 

I. Students must be of legal age 
to consume alcohol. 

II. Alcohol may not be sold 
without a liquor license. 

III. Alcohol may not be con
sumed in public areas of the main 
campus. 

IV. Parties without kegs, 
limited to private rooms (or suites) 
need not be registered. 

V. Parties that are advertised, 
or that are not contained in a 
private room, must be registered 
24 hours in advance. 

VI. Kegs may not be provided 
at unregistered parties. There is a 
limit of one keg for the duration 
of a registered party. 

Most students . aware of the 
formal policy, and the administra
tion realize that these rules are not 
strictly enforced: underage 
students drink routinely, parties 
and drunken partygoers spill into 
public areas, and unregistered 
kegs float around every weekend. 

Here the administration is faced 
with a dilemma: strict enforce
ment of the stated policy would 
require a rigorous policing of all 
registered parties-a represen
tative of students (for example, a 
floor advisor) would be required 
at aU registered parties. Such 
policing would undermine the 
basic principle that has produced 
the alcohol policy: that students 
are mature adults capable of mak
ing responsible decisions. On the 
other hand, if the rules are not en
forced, the stated policy may seem 
meaningless and hypocritical. Ad
ministrative prosecution of 
violators becomes arbitrary 
and/or selective. 

The alternatives to the current 
policy do not seem any more ap
pealing than the current situation. 
A complete ban on alcohol, if en
forced, would require even stricter 
policing, treat students as com
pletely irresponsible, and certainly 
provoke a negative response on a 
campus where, according to an In
dex poll, about 70 percent of the 
students use alcohol regularly. On 
the other hand, a liberalization of 
the alcohol policy to conform to 
actual alcohol use would violate 
state laws and open the College to 
the very real possibility of lawsuits 
filed against it in the case of an 
alcohol-related injury. 

Suppose a frosh goes to a cam
pus party, becomes intoxicated, 
and, as a result, is involved in a 

serious or fatal automobile acci
dent. According to a recent 
publication prepared for college 
campuses by the American Coun
cil for Education, recent lawsuits 
filed against colleges in such in
stances, with one college named as 
a "social host", have consistently 
been decided in favor of the plain
tiff. The connections between a 
college administration and an 
automobile accident might seem 
nebulous, but colleges have the 
financial resources to handle such 
large lawsuits, while student hosts 
of parties usuaUy do not. 

The college, by condoning use 
of alcohol, makes itself liable for 

reparations to injured parties. For 
example, a hypothetical student 
involved in an alcohol-related ac
cident, his parents, or anyone else 
involved in the accident «who has 
not been drinking) may bring legal 
action against the college, which 
stands to lose a great deal of 
money. By requiring registration 
of parties, the administration in
creases this legal responsibility for 
the action of its drunken students; 
however, without a registration 
procedure and some degree of 
control over alcohol use, such ac
cidents become more likely, said 
Dean of Students Marilyn 
LaPlante. 

The Big Scoop is a weekly Index investigative report on prominent 
issues affecting life here at K, as well as educationally-related themes 
in general. Each Big Scoop will feature 1) a factual, objective, in
vestigative article, 2) an editorial statement relating to that article, and 
3) a student poll. 

Opinion: social 
dependence pervasive 
Kalamazoo College's alcohol policy is based on the assump

tion that students use alcohol in a mature fashion. Many do, to 
be sure. But the real problem with the alcohoL policy is the im
mature overuse of alcohol by students. "Overuse" is not 
meant to imply that students frequently overindulge, although 
many do; rather it means that there is a social dependence on 
alcohol. 

"Wait," you say, "I'm not an alcoholic." No, probably 
not, but imagine a large party in the basement of Severn, 
students packed shoulder to shoulder, listening to lame music 
played far too loud for conversation, without alcohol. Rather 
surreal, isn't it? I cannot seriously believe that such a party 
could take place on K's campus, where alcohol is the focus of 
large-scale social activity. 

Mind you, I'm not condemning the use of alcohol-I've 
banged my teeth on the sidewalk a few times myself. Nor do I 
suggest that you drink alone. I simply don't feel that alcohol 
should be the common denominator of our interactions with 
other students. Perhaps I am a bit idealistic, but I like to think 
that sober people have a certain charm that need not be 
chemicaUyinduced. 

I have heard countless times that "Kalamazoo College is not 
the real world." Perhaps so, but we must realize that K shares 
certain common territories with this hypothetical real world, 
and one of these is the necessity to deal with OUf fellow 
humans on some sort of social level. Hopefully, our expensive 
liberal arts education teaches us certain skills for such interac
tions. We are, after all, trained to think, and perhaps even to 
appreciate others. 

.. Webster K'86 

Our warehouses here at the Back-Yard Mechanic. Books on 
Government Printing Office subjects ranging from 
contain more than 16.000 different agriculture, business, r.hildren, 
Government publications. Now and diet to science, space 
we've put together a catalog of exploration, transportation, and 
nearly 1,000 of the most popular vacations. Find out what the 
books in our inventory. Book like Government' books are all about. 
Infant Care, National Park Guide For your free copy of our new 
and Map, The Space Shuttle at bestseller catalog, write-

for Veterans and Post Office Box 37000 
. Work, Federal Benefits 937 New Catalog 

Dependents, and The Washington, D.C. 20013 

Bestsellers 



Lance completes 

by Shelley Huyck K'87 

Anyone who has looked around 
Kalamazoo in the spring can't 
help watching the squirrels perfor
ming their strange antics. Dr. Bet
ty Rita Gomez Lance, professor 
of Romance languages and 
literature here at K, gives these 
furry rodents human qualities 
with the title of her new book of 
22 short stories that has just been 
released in her native Costa Rica. 
Hoy Hacen Corro Las Ardillas 
(Today the Squirrels Are Holding 
a Pow-Wow) was edited by and 
published under the sponsorship 
of the Instituto del Libro, 
Ministerio del Cultura de Costa 
Rica. The prologue was written by 
Carmen Naranjo, the director of 
Editorial Universitaria Cen
troAmericana and former 
Minister of Culture of Costa Rica. 

When asked about the title 
Lance explained, "One morning 
last spring I looked out my kit
chen window and saw four squir
rels standing up chattering in a cir
cle looking as though they were 
holding a pow-wow while another 
squirrel looked on contemplating 
the whole group. This remind¢ 
me of one of the themes that runs 
throughout my works-taking 
time out to think about your sur
roundings. " 

Dr. Betty Rita Gomel. Lance has 
been a member of the K faculty 
since 196/. A native of Costa 
Rica, she earned her BS degree 
from Central Missouri State Col
lege, her MA from the University 
of Missouri, and her PhD from 
Washington University. 
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contemporary literature contain
ing homosexual themes (presented 
with members of WMU's Alliance 
for Lesbian/ Gay Support) , and 
the showing of the much
acclaimed 1984 documentary 
Before Stonewall: The Making of 
a Gay/Lesbian Community, 
which traces the evolution of the 
homosexual identity in twentieth 
century America. The group will 
hold its organizational meeting 
this Sunday at 7 pm in the Presi
dent 's Lounge; new members, 
regardless of sexual orientation, 
are invited to attend. 

Student Entertainment Enter
prise-SEE will hold its spring 
quarter meetings each Wednesday 
at 7 pm in the Red Lounge of 
Hicks Center. Contact person 
Cindy Miller K'89 describes SEE 
as "a new student organization 
that is designed to provide enter
tainment for the students." In ad
dition to continuing such winter 
quarter activities as the Tuesday 
dollar movie night at West Main 
Mall and events staged in Club K, 
the group will sponsor a talent 
show for Parents' Weekend in 
mid-May, and orgartize the Cam
pus Sibling Weekend for April 18, 
19 and 20. 

Readers Group-K freshman 
Mila Visserthooft has orgartized 
this informal group which will 

22-story collection 
Several other themes that 

dominate this book are also seen 
in her last volume of poetry, 
published in 1984. Catherine 
Rovira, of the John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice comments on 
these themes in her critique of the 
collection of 104 poems, Yen 
dimia del Tiempo (The Harvest of 
Time). "They (her poems and 
short stories) represent various 
emotional stages in the author's 
life. However, certain themes are 
constant: time, the meaning and 
purpose of her poetry in her life, a 
constant searching for a reason 
for being, the past relived in her 
memories, and the loneliness that 
fills the present when confronted 
with the future and death." To 
these themes are added the two 
motifs of womanhood and 
motherhood in her short stories. 

Las Nubes Seguian Pasando 

that of the clouds passing by 
holding hands; this image reminds 
her that her mother will always ex
ist in nature around her. 
Therefore, she feels she has won 
her battle with time and is more at 
peace with herself and the 
possibility of death. This story has 
helped Lance deal with the same 
problems. But she still battles with 
time. Through writing she can 
begin to conquer this obstacle. 
Rovira best expresses the intent of 
Lance's creative process, which is 
" To capture and record time's 
vintage moments, thus preventing 
their fall into oblivion." 

Most of Lance's work is based 
on her own experiences and feel
ings. Occasionally she departs 
from her introspective writing and 
dedicates herself to raising a con
sciousness against such issues as 
nuclear war, the increase of 

Rovira best expresses the intent of Lance's 
creative process, which is "to capture and 
record time's vintage moments, thus 
preventing their fall into oblivion" 

(The Clouds Kept Passing By) is 
the first story in Lance's book, 
and it best illustrates the concen
tration of all the ideas mentioned 
above. To help her deal with her 
mother's death in 1982, she wrote 
this story. Lance was unable to at
tend her mother's funeral because 
Costa Rican law allows only 24 
hours to pass before burial, and 
she received the notice of her 
mother's death just six hours 
before the funeral . Thus like the 
woman whose mother dies in the 
story, Lance mllst also battle with 
the obstacle of time. The woman 
also reflects upon her destiny and 
how her choice to separate herself 
from her homeland has resulted in 
her missing the last few moments 
with her mother before her death. 
In reality, Lance also chose to 
separate herself from her native 
land to live in the United States. 
She is often torn between the love 
of her native Costa Rica, which 
brought her so much pleasure in 
her childhood, and that of the 
north which is the homeland of 
her children. 

By the end of the story, the fic
tional character has resolved most 
of her conflicts. The last image is 

meet for the ftrst time this Mon
day night to orally read, interpret, 
and discuss Rudyard Kipling's 
short story The Elephant's Child. 
A different short story will be 
selected for each subsequent Mon
day night, with various group 
members suggesting selections of 
their favorite literary works. 
Meetings will be held Monday 
nights at 9 pm in the main lounge 
of Trowbridge Hall. 

Index-As it is now a weekly 
publication, the Index continually 
seeks fresh and varied contribu
tions from the student body, 
especially in the form of letters to 
the editor or suggestions for possi
ble news articles. Any such sub
missions may be placed in the In
dex box near the bookstore. All 
are welcome to attend the news 
staffs "post mortem" sessions, 
held every Sunday night at 9:30 in 
the Index office, where the staff 
will assess and critique the 
previous Friday's issue. 

Cauldron-like the Index, the 
Cauldron, K's arts and literary 
magazine, will return this quarter. 
Lack of student editorial interest 
prevented early organization dur
ing the past two quarters , 
although many submissions were 
receiVed. Those submissions will 
be considered for acceptance 
along with those from this 
quarter, and will contribute to a 

military armaments, water con
tamination, poverty and oppres
sion. Rovira sees Lance assuming 
the role of spokesperson, "To re
mind us of the need for 
brotherhood and love in a world 
where liberty is scarce, justice is 
costly, and prejudice thrives." 

No matter what style of writing 
she chooses, Lance can only write 
with her feelings. "I don't write 
documentary literature. I can only 
write from the bottom of my 
heart. I don't know that this is the 
best way to write, but it is the only 
way I f eel confident and comfor
table." 

Lance has plans for another 
book, but because of her added 
obligations as a senior professor 
and the rigorous schedule here at 
K these plans won' t be fulfilled in 
the near futu re. Her other past 
works include a book of literary 
criticism, La Actitud Picaresca en 
la Novela Espanola del Siglio XX , 
and two other volumes of poetry: 
Vivencias (Life Experiences), and 
Bebiendo Luna, (To Dream the 
Impossible). Her books are on 
sale in Costa Rica and are 
available at cost in the K 
bookstore. 

larger issue to be published by the 
end of spring. Staff organiza
tional meetings will be held during 
second week, said contact person 
Lynn Staley K'86, and a ftfth 
week deadline for all submissions 
has been set. 

WJMD-WJMD , after 
devoting much of its energies last 
quarter to rebuilding and restruc
turing the organization, will 
devote spring quarter toward ag
gressive campus-wide publicity of 
its radio shows, to the acquisition 
of new and varied albums, and to 
its overall goal of revitalizing cam
pus interest. Radio shows official
ly go on the air Monday at 10 am; 
any students still interested in disc 
jockeying are encouraged to con
tact Carsten Ramcke K'88. 

Food, Power , and Earth 
Group-According to spring 
quarter contact person Karen 
Sorensen K'86, the Food, Power, 
and Earth Group " strives to im
prove liberal arts students and 
faculty understanding of world 
agricultural problems by studying 
and discussing articles, films, and 
Forum events." FPE has schedul
ed a Forum/LACC event for May 
I, entitled "The African 
Agriculture Crisis: Problems of 
Production and Distribution." 

Friday, April 4 
CHAPEL-Caroline Keeney, Assistant to the Dean of Chapel, speaks 

on " Thumbprints in the Brick" , 10 am 
FILM SOCIETY-All That Jazz, Bob Fosse's semiautobiographical 

musical film, shows in the Recital Hall at 7 and 9: 15 pm 
SPORTS-men's tennis at Milwaukee, women's tennis at Denison 
CLUB K-9 pm 

THEATER-A Midsummer Night's Dream, Shakespearean com
edey, 8 pm, New Vic Theater, also Saturday. Info: 381-3328. 

THEATER-Blithe Spirit, comedy by Noel Coward, 8 pm, 
Kalamazoo Civic Auditorium, also Saturday. Info: 343-1313 . 

FlLM-A Trip to Bountiful, and Kurosawa's Ran, the Bijou Theater, 
Kalamazoo Center. Info: 388-4490. 

Saturday, AprilS 
SPORTS-baseball plays Albion, here, I pm 
FILM SOCIETY-All ThaI Jazz continues, Recital Hall 
FILM-Stop Making Sense, featuring the Talking -Heads, State 

Theater, 404 S. Burdick. Info: 344-9670. 
ART CENTER-" I 9th and 20th Century Animal Sculpture", featur

ing 79 pieces by Benny Schmidgall of New York. Info: 349-7775. 
FILM-The Fronl, featuring Woody Allen, 7, 8, and 9:30 pm, 3750 

and 3770 Knauss hall, WMU. 
THEATER-WMU Musical Theater Tour Company cabaret, 8 pm, 

York Arena Theater, free . 

Sunday, April 6 
INDEX-post mortem session, at 9:30 pm in the Index office, 

discusses the recent Index issue 
GAY/LESBIAN SUPPORT GROUP-organizational meeting, 7 

pm, President's Lounge, discusses quarterly plans 

Monday, April 7 
ELECTIONS-for Student Commission, Hicks lobby during lunch 

and dinner. Results posted prior to 8 pm Commission meeting 
GALLERY-features paintings and drawings by Susan Siegle, I to 5 

pm, through April 13 
PHONATHON-for the Annual Fund, sponsored by the Develop

ment Office, with student callers, through April 10 
FACULTY MEETING-Olmsted Room, 4 pm 

AUDITIONS-for Eugene O'Neill's Ah, Wilderness!, directed by Ed 
Menta, 6:30 pm, Balch Playhouse. Scripts available on closed 
reserve in the library. 

Tuesday, April 8 I 

AUDITIONS-for O'Neill's Ah, Wilderness! continue, 6:30 pm, 
Balch Playhouse 

Wednesday, April 9 
LACC-Dr. Louise Yuhas, art department chair at Occidental Col

lege, speaks on " Tiger Hill and Yellow Mountain: Topographical 
Painting in Ming-Ching China," analyzing the relationship between 
15th-17th century oriental landscape painting and the actual forma
tions that inspired them 

GERMAN FILM-Die Blechtrommel, Dewing 103, 7:30 pm 
SPORTS-men's tennis at Calvin, women's tennis plays Calvin here, 

3 pm, baseball at Concordia 
WIG FILM-the semi-documentary Rape/ Crisis, followed by a 

discussion, at 7:30 pm in the Olmsted Room 

Thursday, April 10 
WIG-dinner meeting, 5:30 pm, President 's Dining Room 
COLLEGE UNION BOARD- meets at 7 pm in Upjohn Library to 

view the video cassette of K'tucky Derby events from spring 
quarter, 1985 

Bountiful fills 
by Chris Tower K'8S 

The film A Trip to Bountiful, held over this weekend at the 
Bijou Theater , creates a living room, everyday realism which 
should interest any viewer seeking something refreshing. It 
doesn't manipulate or cajole. The characters are underplayed 
and not the least bit melodramatic. Geraldine Page, this year's 
Best Actress Oscar-winner, plays Ma Watts , an old woman in 
the care of her son and his wife, Jesse May. Page renders her 
character without flamboyance or schlock gimmick. She 
suspends all disbelief as she escapes her entrapment in the 
Jesse May-dominated household to return to her hometown, 
Bountiful, which no longer has either train or bus stops. Along 
the way you watch her plight unfold along with her desire to 
return to a simple life, close to earth, and in fresh air. Page 
never rests. Her portrayal of Ma leaves no stone unturned. 
One moment Ma cries mournfully and the next her tears of joy 
spring from a bout of hymn singing. 

The style, more than any other factor, shines predominantly 
throughout Bountiful. Not a moment wastes its effectiveness 
indulging in cheap sentiment or overblown reaction. Ma 
squats in the dirt, running it through her fmgers, and realizing 
that her life and the life of that grass, that soil, have so much 
more in common than their own lives. They share simplicty 
and the natural desire for roots. 

Bountiful makes a holistic story of itself. It embodies the 
truth of our experiences day to day with real character por
trayal in tandem with the meaning of these everydays. Director 
Peter Masterson directs a fine mm despite many editing errors. 
His direction displays the natural life almost as clearly as 
documentary. The mm relies on no tricky camera work or 
dazzling cinematography; when the sun slips behind a cloud 
the lighting dulls and does not perk up until the sun comes out 
again. 

Chris Tower K '85 is among several Index staff members interested in 
reviewi,tg various musical, theatrical, artistic and cinematic events 
throughout the quarter. Look for more arts reviews in future Index 
editio'lS. 
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K grads urge 
• • priority reassessment 

Editor's note: thefol/owing let
ter was recently submitted to the 
Index by three 1984 K graduates: 
Carla Langerveld, Michael 
Raphelson, and Leslie Wirpsa. 
All three were frequent con
tributors to the Index during their 
K years, and Wirpsa served as 
editor during spring quarter, 
1984. In mid-February, following 
the destruction of the space shut
tle Challenger, the three alumni 
composed the following leller in 
Bogota, Colombia: 
Dear Editor: 

Nights are dark and chilly in 
Bogota and Bogotanos often 
spend them huddled around cups 
of rich Colombian coffee, discuss
ing the latest international news 
or-all too often-the recent 
assassinations or disappearances. 
It was during one of these nights 
that we found ourselves visiting 
some Colombian friends in a small 
apartment in a pleasant 
neighborhood of Bogota. 

Our conversation turned to the 
tragedy of the space shuttle 
Challenger. After answering 
many questions about the amount 
of money lost and the purpose of 
the shuttle program, we were stun
ned to hear one of our friends say 
that he was glad the shuttle ex
ploded. The remark and our 
subsequent reaction cooled the 
conversation considerably. 

But, it was a remark that was to 
have an awakening impact on us 
and we thought about it for many 
days. At first , we felt angry . 
How could someone be so insen
sitive to such a heartfelt tragedy? 
Could people react so coldly to a 
project that symbolized human 
achievement and progress for so 
many around the world? And 
what about the loss of life? 

After considerable reflection, 
our anger gave way to a deeper 
understanding of "tragedy". The 

"achievement" that Challenger 
represented to the U.S. 
people-seeing the first civilian in 
space and being able to get closer 
to the space program after doling 
out tax dollars for it for so many 
years-was hard for our Colom
bian companion to grasp. While 
thousands of U .S . children 
dreamed of having a science 
lesson transmitted from space, 
tens of thousands of Colombian 
children dreamed of having a 
chance of even making it to the 
third grade. Education is not a 
given for most Colombians, 
neither is a balanced diet (at least 
10 percent of Colombians are 
undernourished, the majority 
children), or minimal protection 
from disease (malaria has once 
again reach epidemic proportions 
in some areas of the country) or 
clothing, shoes and a warm bed. 

Our friend did not neglect that 7 
people perished in the launching. 
In any culture a loss of life is 
tragic and final. But here, death is 
a daily occurence and tragedy 
becomes routine. Today, as we 
share these thoughts with you, 
another Colombian friend arrives 
at the door after attending the 
funeral of a classmate who disap
peared several days ago and whose 
tortured body was found yester
day in a park in the slum where he 
lived and worked as a community 
organizer . Yesterday, guerrillas 
ambushed a police station killing 
three policemen. The army mov
ed in and indiscriminately killed 
five youths who "looked out of 
place" as they returned from a 
soccer game. 

Priests, civic and indian leaders, 
innocent peasants, those who did 
and did not choose into the 
government's "peace initiatives," 
high school boys who were 
drafted-their deaths flood the 
papers day after day along with 

opinion 

accounts of an EI Salvador-style 
war in Colombia ' s southern pro
vinces and Guatemalan-style 
repression and guerrilla attacks in 
the tropical city of Cali. Friends 
of friends begin to disappear and 
nightmares laden with images of 
army barracks full of familiar 
faces becomes as common as the 
fleas that can ' t seem to be 
fumigated from the mattress . 

The dreams of the majority of 
Latin Americans are kilometers 
and continents away from space 
shuttle fantasies. Colombian 
Nobel P r ize Laureate in 
Literature, Gabriel Garcia Mar
quez, sums up the reality of Latin 
America by saying that Latin 
American writers do best keeping 
with the facts-as they would fall 
short if they attempted to create a 
greater fiction. The dramatic 
reality pierces a foreigner ... wren
ches away indifference to other's 
pain, and forces more potent 
definitions of justice, of life and 
death to take form. Once clear, 
these definitions demand com
mitment-they demand to be put 
to use. 

For us the understanding of the 
Latin American reality has 
strengthened our convictions of 
the need for a greater justice and 
active caring between peoples of 
the world. We have also become 
reacquainted with the example of 
freedom that the United States 
represents, as well as the potential 
that the United States has to bring 
about change and decrease human 
suffering all around the world. 
However, far too often, we find 
suffering being promoted and 
tolerated by U.S. policies and ig
norance of the realities of others. 
Much of the suffering one 
discovers in Latin America and 
the Third World can be directly 
connected to U.S. economic and 
military interests. 

Greek life can cripple campus 
Editor's note: the following let

ter was submitted to fall quarter 
Index editor Bill Smith K'88 in 
response to an article regarding a 
resurgent interest in fraternities 
and sororities at K College. Junior 
Lisa Harnish responded from 
Europe; however, the absence of 
the Index during winter quarter 
delayed publication of her 
response until now. 
To the editor: 

Being a junior on Foreign 
Study, I realize that this response 
may not make the first round of 
possible debating, but the issue of 
Greek life at K is something that 
has to be commented on. Frater
nities and sororities at Kalamazoo 
College would be a mistake, if 
they turned out to be essentially 
the same as those I'm familiar 
with at other schools. Primarily, 
K is too small to withstand the 
pressure of dividing into such 
clearly defined social groups. One 
needs only to open their eyes and 
look around SAGA to see the dif
ferent social groups that exist 
already. Putting up walls around 

those groups by gIVIng them 
names like the "Delts," the 
"Sigma Chis," or the "Alpha 
Betas" could have disastrous con
sequences. With each frat or 
sorority, a special group per
sonality is forged, and members 
must conform to that image, 
many times at the expense of 
sacrificing one's personal beliefs 
and choices. 

Another reason against Greek 
chapters is the stress that they put 
on incoming freshmen: the 
pressure to be found socially ac
ceptable by an impersonal and 
often cruel reviewing board can be 
crippling. People have enough in
securities to deal with as it is; be
ing judged on negligible merits by 
a group of "peers" can be more 
stressful than an Organic 
Chemistry I exam. A close friend 
of mine, also on Foreign Study at 
the moment, and I recently talked 
about sorority and fraternity life 
(she was a former sorority 
member at the Southwestern 
Texas University). "A lot of peo-

pie get really hurt when they are 
not accepted," I remember her 
saying quite distinctly. 

Frankly, K is small enough to 
not need Greek life. Eventually, 
everyone knows one another, if 
not by name, at least by face. 
With such close contact with 
familiars, it's not hard to establish 
friendships without the aid of 
social clubs. 

This is not to say that the frater
nities and sororities at other 
schools are not without their good 
points. Community and civic 
oriented groups do a lot of good 
volunteer work, thereby 
establishing good relations bet
ween the school and its surroun
ding neighbors. Such a group at K 
might be welcome. 

But Greek 'Iife at K, if it mat
ches the stereotypical image I've 
seen of other chapters in other 
schools, would be detrimental to 
the ideals of a liberal arts educa
tion in an atmosphere of diversity, 
such as we strive for here at K. 

Lisa Harnish K'87 

On contemplating a new quarter 
Judy Breneman, music department 

Two years ago, in the fall, I took my daughter off to enter 
college. In anticipation of the event, I had prepared myself 
mentally for all the feelings that were supposed to arise from 
deep within me as my first-born left the "nest"; I was 
prepared for the sadness of the loss of a member of the 
household; I was prepared for the guilt over the joy of bidding 
farewell to the worries of having a teen-ager in the house; but I 
was not prepared for the anger. Anger? Throughout the day 
on campus, as we trudged from parent meeting to dorm 
through classroom building and past music practice rooms, I 
became angrier and angrier, a feeling for which I most 
definitely was not prepared I It wasn't until I returned home 
the following day that I tried to figure out this awful feeling. 
Thinking back, I concluded, and subsequently chuckled over, 
the fact that I was envious. I was jealous that my daughter was 
starting off on one of the great adventures of her life, and I 
wanted to be doing the same thing. But this time around, I 
would be armed with all of the experiences and knowledge ac
quired in the twenty some years since I had graduated, and I 
would do it better! I bemoaned the fact that I couldn't do it a 
second time around. 

I guess that is what is on my mind as I contemplate a new 
quarter. Spring Quarter. We all know so much more this time 
around, especially those returning to K from places and ex
periences thousands of miles away, or just from a quarter off 
doing something else. Even those of us on campus this last 
frigid, gray and seemingly endless winter know and bring more 
to this time around. What will we do differently? What would 
we not change? What can we never change? Growth? Physical 
or emotional? Relationships? Still treating people the same old 
ways? Is this the quarter to really learn something, or is it time 
to finally plateau after an enormous climb and have fun? Is it 
time, finally, to take a risk? T.o stick our necks out? Or 
perhaps "mellowing out" time has come. Involvement? 
Maybe it's better that others get involved this spring. Con
cern? Change is better when another individual takes the 
responsibility. Besides, who likes change? After all, what do I 
know or want to bother to find out? Participation? Ye gads, 
that's for yuppies! 

Kalamazoo College is an impressive place with impressive 
people, and it is the people that create and recreate the place. 
It is not the same place it was when I arrived three summers 
ago, nor is it the same as it was two falls or one spring ago. It is 
organic and growing and changing and ebbs and flows with 
whoever is here or gone. We have ten weeks to mold a new 
community, to give it the vitality and life and surge of interests 
that each of us carries into the place. It alternately blooms and 
wilts, is ugly or beautiful, depending upon how we respond to 
each other, our work, our play, and the place. It reflects us. 

Angry? No more. That anger which grew from envy was 
easily dissipated once it was recognized. But I do think a lot 
now about how to recapture an essence or an experience, or to 
make new and revitalize an old place, and old friendships and 
even old sorrows. I worry about what I cannot do, what I want 
to do, what I should do, and then what I do. But I know that I 
count, and I know that we each count as we each affect each 
other and this place. This is another time around. 

We contemplate a new quarter. And it's spring! And, you 
know, perhaps we can do it better this time around? 

Judy Breneman conducts three choral ensembles at 
Kalamazoo College: the College Singers, the Chamber Choir, 
and the Bach Festival Chorus. 

Faculty Forum is a weekly Index column, through which any faculty 
member may express his or her opinions on an unlimited variety of 
themes. Any interested faculty columnists for future Index issues are 
encouraged to contact editor David Torresen K '87. 
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African 

by Josef Marker K'SS 

Beginning at noon today and 
running through Saturday, 
Kalamazoo College will host a 
variety of college educators from 
througliout the midwest, as they 
attend an African Studies Con
ference sponsored by the Great 
Lakes College Association . 
Representatives from all the 
GLCA schools, the GLCA main 
office, as well as from Western 
Michigan University and St. 
Olaf's College in Minnesota, will 
attend this event. 

According to Dr. Joe Fugate 
and Dr. James Buschman of the 
Foreign Study office, two of the 
campus organizers for the 
weekend, K was chosen as the site 
for the conference because of its 
strong reputation in African 
Studies for a small campus. 
Fugate added that Kalamazoo is 
the choice host campus because it 
serves as the agent cllege for the 
GLeA's African Foreign Study 
Program. 

The theme for the weekend is 
"Africa and the Liberal Arts," 
said Fugate. He added that Pro
fessor Robert Cummings from the 
political science department at 
Howard University in Washington 
D.C. will begin the conference 
with a lecture in the Olmsted 
Room at 1:30 pm today. This lec
ture will be open to the public. 

k plans 

Studies conference 
begins today 

In addition to this lecture, all 
are invited to attend a series of 
films that will be shown over the 
weekend. These films include 
Asante Market Women (Ghana), 
City Lovers (South Africa), and 
Moving On: Hunger for Land in 
Zimbabwe, to be shown beginning 
at 3:15 pm Friday; Tree of Sur
vival (Sahara Desert), Nigeria: 
Squandering of Riches, and Praise 
(South Africa), to be shown at S 
pm Friday; Tse-Tse Trap, A 
spiritual Ordering: The Metal Arts 
of Africa, Living Africa: A 
Village Experience (Senegal), and 
Woza Albert (South Africa), to be 
shown at 9 am Saturday. All these 
films will be shown in room 103 of 
Dewing Hall, and all last an hour 
or less. 

Film Society will also take part 
in the weekend by showing the 
film Black and White in Color 
(Ivory Coast) at 1 and 9 pm both 
Friday Saturday m the Recital 
Hall. This winner of the 1916 
Academy Award for Best Foreign 
Film, directed by Jean-Jacques 
Annuad, is set in Colonial West 
Africa in 1914 and tells the story 
of a mini-war fought by the 
French colonials against the Ger
man colonials, with each side us
ing local black tribesmen as 
soldiers. This film will be 
presented in French with English 
subtitles. 

Fugate said that not only 
scholars of African Studies will at
tend the conference, but also 
educators from many academic 
disciplines such as political 
science, economics, and art. 

Fugate himself will give a talk 
on Foreign Study opportunities in 
Africa. He said that the weekend 
conference will provide a forum 
where professors from different 
institutions can exchange and up
date information . He added that 
this event will give participants the 
opportunity to get to know other 
professionals interested in the ad
vantages of African Studies in the 
liberal arts. 

Buschman said the professors 
from some schools will exchange 
syllabi from some of their courses 
and also examine textboooks used 
in African Studies classes. Sup
port has been given to this 
weekend from major publishing 
houses, said Buschman, in the 
form of examples of some of these 
texts. Lastly, he added that the 
visiting professors will have access 
to research opportunities in Africa 
through this event. 

Fugate said about 50 people are 
expected for the event, including 
representatives from K. He added 
that this weekend was organized 
by the Foreign Study Office, K's 
African Studies office, headed by 
Dr. Sandra Greene, and the 
GLCA main office. 

Amy Wolfson K'S7, a psychology major, spent her fall and winter quarters in Sierra Leone. The above 
shot was taken "when I visited my roommate's family in their provincial village, .. said Wolfson. " The 
children of her family helped me learn the local language, meet their paramount chief, and go to their 
coconut forests . .. 

K Plans is a weekly f ront-page photograph f eaturing various off-campus experiences. A ny photograph sub
missions, whether f rom Foreign Study, SIP, CD, OLCA, or vacation quarters, are eagerly accepted via the 
Index box; all will be returned to owners as well. 

Commission elected 
by Luis Salazar K'S9 

The results of the Student Commission elections were tallied 
and posted Monday, April 1 in the hour following the election. 

The voting students have elected Todd Jensen K'S1 to the 
position of clerk and vice president of finance, Teresa Burns 
K'S1 to IHA chairperson, and Harold Phillips K'SS to 
secretary. Sandy Nielsen K'S1, Gail Peterson K'S1, and 
Michael Hartman K'S6 have joined the Campus Life Commit
tee; Keith Crandall K'S1, Alexis Feringa K'S1, and James 
Duchamp K'S1 were voted into the Educational Policies Com
mittee. Dorm representatives for their respective dorms are: 
John Anzalone K'S6, Crissey; Laura Cushing K'S9, 
DeWaters; Lisa Reardon K'S1, Harmon; Scott Eader K'S9, 
Hoben; Joel Mergen K'S1, Severn; and Guy Dobbs K'S9 and 
Beth Hand K'S9, Trowbridge. 

All of the dorm representatives were elected for spring 
quarter only, but those elected to Campus Life Committee, 
IHA, and the Educational Policies Committee, as well as to 
the clerk position, will serve for both spring and summer 
terms. 

315 students voted in Monday's election, representing 21 
percent of the on-campus student body for spring quarter . 

A h, Wilderness cast named 

by David Torresen K'S1 

Following a three-day audition process, theater professor 
Ed Menta yesterday announced the cast for his upcoming spr
ing quarter production of Eugene O'Neill's comedy Ah, 
Wilderness! 

Cast members for the production include Jim Bunzli K'S6, 
Karen Hager K'86, Mark Guin K'S9, Stacey LaBahn K'81, 
Laura Livingstone K'89, Andrea Rundell K'89, Christopher 
Lore K'89, John Bowden K'81, Jim Lindquist K'S9, Eleanor 
Hannah K'81, Thorn Kardel K'89, Maria Benaglia K'S9, Larry 
Schlessinger K'89, John Wiltse K'81, and Jennifer Kubath 
K'86. 

Menta, a new addition to the theater faculty, said he was 
very much impressed by the quality of the auditions. "What 
impressed me as much as the talent was the way people treated 
the auditions-they were serious, professional, on time, dress
ed well, and had good attitudes. The department was 
represented well by the auditions," he said. 

Menta's overall thematic concept for the O'Neill production 
is that of a "valentine to turn-of-the-century American in
nocence and tradition. It is a somewhat sentimental, rose
colored view of perhaps how O'Neill wished his own family 
could have been." 

The play concerns the problems of the Millers, a smalltown 
Connecticut family. Although by no means one of O'Neill's 
most experimental works, the play received widespread critical 
acclaim when first produced in 1933. Critic George Jean 
Nathan considered it "a folk comedy of such truth in humor, 
such gentle and sympathetic raillery, and such imaginitively 
photographic character that it must be given sound rank in the 
list of O'Neill's accomplishments." 

Production dates for the play are set for eighth week, May 
22, 23 and 24. 

K poets attend Kenyon conference 
by Mandy Whitney K'81 

Last weekend, English majors and poetry enthusiasts Tina 
Stoecklin K'S1, Nate Guequierre K'S1, Jennifer Ciemiega 
K'81, and Mandy Whitney K'S1 represented Kalamazoo Col
lege at the annual GLCA Poetry Festival, held at Kenyon Col
lege in Gambier, Ohio. Other GLCA colleges also represented 
at the festival were Denison University, and Wabash, Antioch, 
Albion, Wooster, and Kenyon Colleges. 

Upon arrival, the students and faculty attended a slide 
presentation on Duane Michals, a photographer who com
bines photography with writing to create poetic narratives. 
Other festival activities included workshops in which students 
discussed and critiqued their poems in small groups with facul
ty members, and an informal student-professor poetry reading 
at the close of the festival. 

Friday evening's activities culminated with a reading by Ke
nyon College's writer-in-residence, Edward Hirsch. Hirsch, 
who was awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship in 1985, has been 
published in Antaeus, The Antioch Review, The New Yorker, 
Poetry, as well as numerous other literary magazines. Hirsch 
taught in the English department at Wayne State University 
for six years and has recently accepted a teaching position at 
the University of Houston, Texas. His readings were taken 
from his latest book, Wild Gratitude. Containing universal 
themes such as first love, the death of a friend, and the severity 
of world crises past and present, Hirsch's poetry has been 
praised as containing language "simple, sensuous, and 
direct. " 

At the end of the two days, the general sentiment held by 
students and faculty alike was that the festival held a friendly 
atmosphere and helped them to generate ideas for future 
work. " I found the workshops very informative and it was 
good to find out what other GLCA schools were doing with 
poetry and creative writing," noted Stoecldin. 



Dr. Louise Yuhas, associate pro
fessor and chair of the art depart
ment at Occidental Col/ege in Los 
Angeles, spoke Wednesday night 
in Dalton Theater on landscape 
JKlinting in the Tiger Hill and 
Yel/ow Mountain regions of 
southwestern China of the late six
teenth and seventeenth centuries. 
Yuhas, a J. Paul Getty Post
Doctorate Fel/ow at the University 
of Michigan, analyzed the rela
tionships between topographical 
lpeciflcity and various stylistic 
representations of landscape, in
/Wenced by philosophical ideals 
and earlier artistic traditlofl$. 

A beginner's guide. • • 

Tennis for the 
by Laura Behling K'89 Eventually, all of my ideas 

crumbled and I was choking on 
their dust. Just as my last ray of 
hope was fading, shazam! A bolt 
of lightning hit me and I was 
enlightened. How can I write an 
educated, comprehensive article 
on tennis when I do not even like 
to wear skirts? What follows is a 
beginner's guide for the tennis il
literate at Kalamazoo College 
written for the ignorant masses 
by, according to the College "ten: 
nis doctrine," the "chief of sin
ners," 

clueless 
sixth in the nation in the NCAA 
Division III. 

The men's team has won the 
MIAA twenty-seven times under 
Coach Acker, and have been 
league champions every year since 
1936. Kalamazoo begins the 1986 
season witt. 1112 national ranking. 

The Kalamazoo team, the 
Hornets, are dressed in white and 
black and orange. The women 
wear skirts while the men are in 
shorts (I said this was a beginner's 
guide). 

What a horrible thing to do to 
someone! I have sat at my desk in 
agony! I have prayed for help and 
guidance and my supplications 
have not been answered! My fate 
could almost be considered worse 
than death! I must contribute to 
the Index and specifically my sub
ject must be tennis and the 
women's and men's teams at 
Kalamazoo. This is my pro
blem-I know almost nothing 
about tennis. Ask me anything 
reasonable about basketball, 
women's in particular, and I will 
provide a prompt, satisfactory 
answer. Tennis is a whole dif
ferent ballgame, but I am willing 
to learn. 

The tennis courts are formally called Stowe 
Stadium and affectionately known as "The 
City of God. " 

For days I sat staring at a little 
yellow tennis ball hoping to draw 
some divine inspiration from it, 
but I received no vibrations. 
Then, I focused my undivided at
tention on a racket, the best and 
most expensive, of course, and 
still no revelation. Finally, and I 
honestly thought this would do it, 
I sat in the middle of a court in the 
tennis stadium and concen
trated-nothing, not a thing! It 
was at this point that I panicked. 
My deadline was Tuesday and my 
paper was blank. 

Suddenly, and I cannot explain 
it, ideas began bombarding me 
from the right and from the left. I 
was amazed at some of these 
thoughts and totally opposed to 
the rest. I considered writing 
about the tennis team's spring 
trip, but then some of us certainly 
do not need to read about bronzed 
bodies and bleached-blonde hair. 

Shortly afterwards I came up 
with another scheme. I would be a 
gung-ho reporter and cover the 
women's first match against 
Alma; however, I would have felt 
just terrible since I could not also 
attend the men's opening match. 

Location is very important, not 
serve placement on the court, but 
where exactly the tennis courts 
are. The courts, formally called 
Stowe Stadium, affectionately 
called "The City of God," are 
situated at the corner of West 
Main and Carmel Streets, directly 
behind Humphrey House. The ac
tual court surface is green in color 
and has white lines painted on it in 
a box-shape. The complex is sur
rounded by a high fence and nets 
section each court into halves. The 
little, fuzzy, yellow spheres being 
hit back and forth, but (hopefully) 
never into the net, are the tennis 
balls. 

Tish Loveless and George 
Acker-yes, the George 
Acker-lead the women and men, 
respectively, into battle. Both of 
these people, though they have 
been around longer than I am sure 
they care to admit, are excellent, 
as their records attest. The 
women, in the past seven years, 
have won the Michigan Inter
collegiate Athletic Association 
championship three times, in
cluding last year. The preseason 
polls for 1986 rank Kalamazoo 

Bach chamber soloists 
perform Sunday 

by Laura Loesel K'87 

Four chamber soloists from New York will perform in an all 
J.S. Bach program Sunday at 4 pm in Stetson Chapel. This 
LACC event will comprise the finale of the fortieth season of 
the Kalamazoo Bach Festival, sponsored by the Kalamazoo 
College Forum and the Bach Festival Society, with additional 
funding from the Plaza Arts Circle. The instrumental quartet 
consists of Spencer Carroll, harpsichord; Adriana Contino, 
cello; Benjamin Hudson, violin; and Susan Palma, flute. 

Judy Breneman, music faculty member and director of the 
Kalamazoo Bach Festival, has met the harpsichordist Carroll, 
and said she was much impressed with her interpretations of 
Baroque music. Featured in the concert will be the College's 
own harpsichord, modeled after the eighteenth-century French 
instrument made by Pascal Taskin. 

Breneman said that the ensemble has an internationally
acclaimed reputation and is noted for having, in the words of 
one reviewer, "a thorough understanding of the term 'ensem
ble' in tackling the awesome contrapuntal interplay of themes 
and counter-subjects in which Bach's music abounds." 

Breneman said that "for returning Foreign Study students, 
this is living proof that culture is not limited to the European 
continent. It is alive and well here on the campus of 
Kalamazoo College." 

Student admission, with 10, to the concert, is one dollar; 
public admission is seven dollars. 
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Some pairs of bare legs to watch 
this season: Linda Topolsky K'86, 
league MVP for three years, joins 
Beth Blachut K'88, to form the 
number 4 ranked doubles team in 
the nation, and captain Sara 
Zerweck K'86, the team MVP last 
year also returns; for the men: 
captain Timon Corwin K'86, a 
three-time All-American at 
Kalamazoo returns for his senior 
season as does captain Butch 
Gebhardt K'86, and Alex 
Palladino K'88 will defend his 
MIAA titles in singles and 
doubles. 

There is only one more piece of 
information that needs to be in
cluded. The men appear at Stowe 
Stadium on Tuesday, April 15 at 3 
pm against Albion. The women 
take on Adrian at 3 pm Wednes
day, April 16, also at Stowe 
Stadium. I know they would ap
preciate your support and I will do 
my best to cheer them on. Perhaps 
by the time the NCAA Division 
III Women's Championships 
come to Kalamazoo College in 
May, I will be an expert on tennis, 
just like Howard Cosell is on 
everything. 

The Bach Chamber Soloists 

Opinion: K counseling 
• • • requires revIsion 

Three days ago I was asked to write an editorial 00 the counseling depart
ment bere at K. I eagerly jumped at the opportunity; finally. after three years 
of personal interaction with its members. I was going to be able to voice my 
ideas. As the deadline approached, however. I sat in Dewing-nervous. 
shaky. and insecure. The insecurity arose not from an uncomfortableness 
with my ideas. but from the fact that after this article is in print, I bave no 
control over how it is received. 

My hope is that it will be received for what it is: sound. constructive 
criticism and not empty, defensive accusations. The intent of this editorial is 
to point out some of the problems of the department as I see them. and not to 
point fingers. To do so. belaboring the question of how the problems arose 
seems futile. At this point it seems more pertinent to honestly recognize the 
existing problems. and through open discussion suggest changes and a new 
direction in which the department can head. 

Now that my intent has been clearly stated. let us move to the heart of the 
issue. I have had the "privelege" of experiencing the counseling services both 
here at K as well as with a professional off campus. To be honest, my 
counseling experiences at K have proven very negative, although not entirely 
useless. As a result of these experiences, I began questioning the competency 
of the services rendered. This was three years ago, and now, after having 
"objectified" myself from the counseling relationship I was in. I have iden
tified a few issues in serious need of consideration hoth by the administration 
and by the student body. 

My first criticism is that the counseling department at K is uni-dimensional 
concerning two very important aspects, and this uni·dimensionality has left 
the department isolated in the corner of Student Services. The first concerns 
the type of counseling offered. The only type of counseling which is offered is 
one-on-one. Although this is a very important service to have, one cannot 
stop there. Workshops, group counseling, support groups. films. and 
speakers need to be regularly scheduled. Services have to be provided for 
those students who would benefit from this approach. Secondly. the depart
ment is very uni-dimensional in terms of how information is communicated 
to the student body. As of now the only means to get information about men
tal health issues is to ask for it; nothing is offered to us. 

Anticipating the rebuttal to this position, I would like to take time to ex. 
amine it further. There is great merit in putting the entire responsibility of 
seeking out information on counseling in the hands of the student. but in 
order for this to be successful one condition needs to be fulfllled. The condi
tion is that the student has to have the background and knowledge necessary 
to utilize this responsibility. To illustrate this point, let's look at the Career 
Development Center. 

If the Career Development Center did not offer workshops of resume 
writing or interviewing, the majority of students would undoubtedly feel as if 
their resume and writing styles were flawless. In other words. if one is not 
educated about different approaches or techniques. his or her style will seem
ingly be appropriate and correct. The point is this: if things appear to be in 
order. why should one seek out information? 

The same logic follows with regard to mental health issues. If someone 
does not know what stress management is, then they do not have the "tools" 
or the knowledge to seek further information about the topic. My conclusion 
is that the student body needs to be educated on mental health issues in order 
to utilize the responsibility of seeking out counseling and information. This 
education needs to be at least partially the responsibility of the counseling 
department. 

I do. however, recognize that attempts have been made to educate the stu
dent body. The showing of the movie Coming of Age is an example. This 
was, however. reluctantly done; students had to beg the counseling depart
ment to open up the showing to the entire campus. In other words, all too 
often the impetus for the department's actions originate in the student body; 
its members need to take a bit more initiative in developing campus events 
and awareness. 

In conclusion. the uni-dimensionality affects the behavior of the student 
body in the following way. A certain type of rapport needs to be estabiished 
and maintained between the counseling department and the student body of 
any educational institution. Responsibility for the growth of this relationship 
ultimately lies in the hands of the counselors. Until they assume this respon
sibility, students will remain unaware of the services available. topics 
discussable, and as a result, will not take full advantage of its services or 
realize what services it lacks. 

My second criticism is the department's apparent lack of knowledge con
cerning such issues as sexual orientation, drug abuse, rape, stress manage
ment, etc .. This is manifested in what has been interpreted to be an apparent 
insecurity; a common result is that central issues become confused as the 
counselor imposes his or her uneducated value structure on the student. A 
prime example of this was encountered when a gay student on campus who 
approached the counseling department after breaking up with a lover. The 
issue centered around the relationship and dealing with her feelings of grief. 
II was, however. misconstructed by the counselor to be an issue pertaining to 
sexual orientation. In short. the emphasis of the counselor was, for two 
quarters, placed on the reexamination of the woman's orientation. versus 
where stress should have been placed: on helping the student deal with her 
grief over the breakup. (It is important to note that the student had been 
"out" for two years prior to this experience, thus allowing plenty of time to 
hav~ dealt with the issues of sexual orientation.) 

My third criticism is the lack of professionalism in the department. This 
lack of professionalism is inherent in the multi·functional rotes the 
counselors play on campus. For instance. John Heroldt acts as a counselor, a 
head resident. and the head of security . This multi·functionality inherently 
brings external dynamics into the client-counselor relationship. hindering the 
effectiveness of counseling. For instance, if one of John Heroldt's clients got 
in trouble with security. Heroldt would then be viewed as both a 
disciplinarian and a counselor. This diSciplinary role would definitely effect 
the counseling relationship. This lack of professionalism also arises out of the 
fact that the counseling department has to not only help the individual stu
dent. but also protect the campus. In order to accomplish this, counselors 
have reverted to threatening students into pursuing counseling. For instance. 
in 1982 Billie King threatened to call my parents if I did not pursue profes
sional counseling. Her intent was good-I needed counseling-but the 
method was. extremely unprofessional. There has to be other methods which 
can be employed when a situation arises in which a student needs to seek 
counseling but is apprehensive about initiating the search. 

It is my hope that this editorial will spark some energetic responses to the 
issues raised. New ideas, criticisms. and opinions are necessary to facilitate 
further discussion on this topic between the administration and the student 
body, a task that is long overdue. It is my fear, however, that this article will 
be glanced at casually and set aside without a second thought, that responses 
and ideas will never be voiced, and therefore, that changes will never be 
made. If1his is to be the case, will it take a successful suicide or an accidental 
overdcise to motivate us to critically and honestly examine the counseling 
department and the adequacy of its services? 

Sara Evans K'S6 



Help wanted: Examining counseling at K 
by Jeffrey Kuipers K'87 

"Do we have more students 
who are unstable? I don't have 
any reason to believe that," said 
Dr. Marilyn La Plante, Dean of 
Students, during a recent Index in
terview about Kalamazoo 
College's Counseling Center. 
Coming off an especially crisis
laden winter quarter, one of the 
worst in years according to La 
Plante, a harried residence life 
staff has again questioned the ef
fectiveness of formal campus 
counseling services, causing some 
structural changes to be made. Re
cent reevaluation of the emotional 
counseling network has earmark- . 
ed some clear structural 
weaknesses which may be hinder
ing students from seeking help 
when a crisis arises. 

Let it be an overriding purpose 
of this article to emphasize the im
portance of seeking help. Negative 
student sentiment "in the air," 
centered around retold clashes 
with counseling personnel, can be 
powerful dissuasion to anyone 
already having difficulty venting 
an emotional issue. Let the com
munication networks outlined in 
this article be a wholly un
systematic guide to what counsel
ing services are available to 
students and how to gain access to 
them. 

Since its formal break with the 
Chapel office in 1974, the emo
tional counseling system has been 
an "hourglass" -model, focusing 
on referrals, with a central person 
at the "waist" of the model. Floor 
advisors, students, head residents, 
and faculty help persons to locate 
the counseling or good ears they 
may need, usually by referring 
serious crises or merely more 
specialized needs to the director of 
Counseling. Since 1975, this per
son has been Billie King. This cen
tralization of all referrals is one of 
the focuses of recent criticism; 
personality conflicts with a central 
figure may create bottlenecks, in
hibiting students from obtaining 
the help they need. The very ex
istence of a campus-wide network 
of information about students 
with emotional problems may also 
create paranoia in the very people 
it was meant to help. La Plante 
readily identified this effect as a 
drawback, there being "too many 
people looking over your 
shoulder," while also claiming 
that "if we didn't, we wouldn't be 
a residential college interested in 
the growth and development of 
students." A recent effort to curb 
the inhibiting effects of this 
system has been an expansion of 
the "official" counseling services 
to include Robert Dewey, Dean of 
the Chapel, John Heroldt, Head 
of Security, and Caroline Keeney, 
Assistant to the Dean of the 
Chapel, with King serving as head 
of the expanded group. King ex
pressed hesitancy about being the 
head of the group, claiming: "that 
puts me in a strange position," 
and, as for the expansion, said 
that "It's just official 'publication 
of what already existed." 

King herself alluded to a se
cond, overlapping network of 
"informal" references, a method 
of finding counseling help which 
may be more familiar to you and 
me. "Self-selection is the best way 
to find a counselor," she stated, 
"and I'm comfortable with that." 
Both she and Dewey identified 
that persons who need counseling, 
but are still able to function ap
propriately within the residential 
and academic setting, will seek 
and initiate counseling with any 
faculty or professional with whom 
he or she feels comfortable. The 
formal system, according to 
Dewey, is to identify and aid those 
students who do not have the in
itiative or have significant anxiety 
about seeking help. The existence 
of this system also helps Student 
Services maintain an atmosphere 

ot control on campus and avoid 
possible legal problems concern
ing the actions of students living 
here. Apparently, the administra
tion is not set to protect its formal 
counseling program from diffu
sion into an informal one; La 
Plante stated that" I would rather 
that a student would go to so
meone. I have confidence that the 
faculty will refer any serious pro
blems to this center." Pressed on 
the question of confidentiality in 
this matter, she said that "We are 
concerned that a student seeking 
'outside' help ' will not inform us 
of a serious emotional difficulty." 
This is not in order to meddle un
necessarily in the lives of students, 
she added, but rather to protect 
the interests of all ·students. How 
far is La Plante prepared to go? 
"If we've identified a student who 
disturbs an entire floor or hall or 
requires a lot of energy and 
refuses treatment, I, as the Dean, 
will intercede and demand that 
he/she does [seek treatment)." 

This last statement· .... com
plex questions concerning the 
legal status of Kalamazoo 
students. Although the large ma
jority of students are legally 
adults, this same majority is also 
financially dependent upon their 
parents and are claimed as such. 
In the event that an emotional 
crisis of any kind might disrupt a 
student's ability to function 
within the College, there is the 
possibility that parents may be 
contacted with the student's per
mission. King denied the possibili
ty of using this as a threat, claim
ing: "I have never called a parent 
about a student without the stu
dent's request," and that "if a call 
has occurred, I've been a 
listener." A potential confiden
tiality problem arises for students 
who are referred to community 
services, where an ex(lmining pro
fessional is not restricted by 
similar privacy laws and may con
tact their parents. In the event of a 
hospitalization, this would surely 
be the case. 

What, then, are the outstanding 
criticisms levelled against this 
system and the administration'S 
reaction to them? The most ob
vious one is the presence of gaps 
in the communication network, 
through which students needing 
counseling may slip. King said, 
"This network has worked, but 
it's not working well right now." 
As evidence of this breakdown, 
she cited several examples: floor 
advisors may be taking on crises 
beyond their abilities, faculty and 
residence life staff ask less advice 
about "anonymous" cases, and 
vital information may not be 
reaching her office. La Plante 
echoed these concerns: "I don't 
want the burden to fallon floor 
advisors or suitemates to be 'at 
fault' for not keeping someone 
alive ... we need referrals." 
Concerning the similar lack of in
formation returning to the floor 
advisors from Student Services, 
King added, "Not much goes 
back, unless it's something ab
solutely vital for them to know." 

No one in student counseling at 
Kalamazoo denies the shortage of 
staff, nor the inability of one 
counselor to effectively work with 
students experienceing the gamut 
of possible emotional and physical 
problems. Counseling for 
homosexual identity and 
substance abuse were particularly 
noted as being weaknesses, 
although King claimed that many 
efforts have been made to 
ameliorate this image, notably 
substance-abuse seminars and a 
fUm on the subject of "Homosex
uality at K" created jointly by 
students and staff on King's 
budget. King said that she has 
become "a generalist, reading 
widely," always in the process of 
reviewing current issues that may 
be hot among the existing 
students. Recognizing her limits, 

she claimed: "I would rather see a 
student go to a competant 
therapist," which means referral 
to another counselor or support 
group in cases where she does not 
feel effective in dealing with a par
ticular issue. La Plante explained 
that the quality of services 
available in the community allows 
Student Services to keep a small 
staff, meaning that the lack of 
staff is a budget problem. Noting 
that the budget is continually cut, 
King queried: " ... how can we 
add specialists? We're lucky to 
have one good M.D." Students 
claim that the drawbacks to this 
system are the intimidating pro
spect of visiting a community doc
tor or agency and the cost. Many 
of the community programs are 
free or low-(:ost, and the College 
hopes to facilitate the use of more 
costly community services by 
organizing transportation, pay
ment of the initial examination by 
a psychiatric-<:are professional (of 
the College's choosing), and sup
port during initial visits, but the 
high cost of professional therapy 
has another unexpected effect: the 
student often needs to obtain 
money from parents or pay for the 
visits with family insurance. Thus, 
the parents pop up into this 
scenario again. 

The College maintains contact 
with an area psychiatrist in order 
to facilitate easy referral of 
students, a process which would 
normally require six weeks-more 
than half a quarter. King was 
undecided as to whether or not the 
College should also maintain a 
consulting relationship with a 
psychologist, as many students are 
wary of a psychiatrist who may 
prescribe drugs. King explained 
that this is due purely to practical 
considerations: the costs of a 
psychiatrist will be covered by a 
student's medical insurance, while 
a psychologist's may not be. 

Students have also expressed a 
need for a nutritionist on staff, 
especially for women, but they 
may not be aware that King and 
Shirley Barron, registered nurse of 
the Health Center, work together 
on specific eating disorders. 

Concerning the allegedly in
timidating location of the counsel
ing office-with secretaries, stu
dent workers, and administration 
lurking about with eyes and ears 
open-King stated that the offices 
were placed in Student Services 
for a purpose. This was to have a 
minimalizing effect on the 
"graveness" of student's pro
blems, to diminish the stigma that 
all students who come to visit the 
counseling center have serious 
problems. Some only come by to 
drop off the mail ! Students, 
however, have commented that 
the location lacks privacy and 
have proposed that the Counsel
ing Center be moved to the base
ment of Trowbridge Hall and 
operate without student workers. 
Whether or not this would add to 
the stigma surrounding counseling 
offices is a judgment call. 

The administration must con
tinue to make revisions in the 
counseling services offered at K, 
but it finds itself torn over the 
utility of counseling in general. 
Dewey pointed out the increasing 
departmentalization of this facul
ty, causing "Counseling" to be a 
separate entity from other depart
ments in the College, whereas it 
could be an underlying concern 
amongst all faculty. He sees the 
expanding of the Counseling 
Center to be a step in the" right 
direction, saying: "If we have 
half-a-dozen math profs to guide 
math progress, because math i~ 
obviously important, why don't 
we have half-a-dozen 'life' pro
fessors, in whom we have equally 
invested, and whom we have also 
carefully chosen? That's what 
counselors are, and the resources 
available now on this campus 
could make that possible if we 
knew how to open it up." 

The Big Scoop is a weekly Index investigative report on prOMinent 
issues affecting life here at K, as well as educationally-related themes 
in general. Each Big Scoop will feature 1) a factual, objective, in
vestigative article, 2) an editorial statement relating to that article, and 
3) a student poll. 

"If we have haif-a-dozen math profs to 
guide math progress, because math is ob
viously important, why don't we have haif
a-dozen 'life' professors, in whom we have 
equally invested, and whom we have also so 
carefully chosen?"-Robert Dewey, Dean 
of Chapel. 

Poll: 
Student/counseling 

relations 
compiled by Kristine Altwies K'88 

Polled: 100 students, Hicks Center lobby, April 8, 1986 

Year at K: 
25% Fresbman 
10% Sopbomore 
38% Junior 
27% Senior 

Have you ever used tbe K College counseling center? 
19% yes 
81% no 

Of the 19%who bad utilized tbe center, there were the 
following reactions: 

6 
6 
7 

negative 
positive 
neutral 

U you bad a personal difficulty and wanted counseling, wbo 
would you most likely tum to? 

2% counseling center 
5 % floor advisor 
74% friend 
6% faculty/advisor 
13% outside facilities/home 

Have you ever felt tbe desire to talk to a counselor, but not 
pursued it? 

61% no 
34% yes 
5% no answer 

hurrry . .... 
2 liter coke 

only 99¢ 
(with purchase 

of pizza) 

345-3900 
hot shot pizza 
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FOrt!ign Accent is an Indoc column devoted to cUllural comparison; in 
it, any foreign student (or, for that maller, Foreign Study returnee) is 
encouraged to share his or her insights and observations on American 
altitudes and lifestyles, as opposed to altitudes and lifestyles 
elsewhere. Any interested columnists for future issues should contact 
Index staff member Mila Visser 't Hooft K'89. 

Hitchhiking in the States: 
Paradise lost? 

by Christian Stapenhorst, foreign student 

Coming to America, it was not especially the thought of study
ing at K College that increased my blood pressure, but more the 
prospect of hitchhiking through the States like students did in 
the sixties. 

I saw myself already standing on the highway, with my 
backpack, waving the American and German flags, drinking 
from a coke can, listening to Hotel Cali/ornia, with a sign in my 
hands reading "German student on the way to California" 

But from the very beginning this dream has fallen into more 
pieces from day to day. I experienced my first shock the day I 
arrived at K College, when I passed these signs on the highway 
intimidating me with "Do not pick up hitchhikers." For me it 
was like reading "do not pick up Christian Stapenhorst. " 

Having lived ten miles away from my high school in West 
Germany, hitchhiking for me and my friends was like catching 
the bus every morning and afternoon. Since the age of 15 this 
has belonged to my daily routine, and it was an experience I 
would not have liked to miss, as it confronted me with many in
teresting and extremely friendly people. 

I guess that all of you seniors and juniors, and those of you 
who already had the chance to have the unique experience of 
hitchhiking in Europe, agree with me that it is the cheapest way 
of traveling and that it brings you into contact with mostly funny 
people who share common interests with you. 

Of course, even in Europe, I would not recommmend hit
chhiking for a girl on her own: but it is not a problem to do this 
with another girl or boy, especially on short distances. 

Reflecting now on all the discussions I've had with K students 
about hitchhiking, and about crime statistics I've seen on TV 
and in newspapers warning me about hitchhiking, I still have 
this plan in my head to hitchhike to California. Student and peo
ple in general in this country are so intimidated by the amount 
of information they get on TV, through newspapers, and radio 
stations that they protect themselves more and more by 
building a cage around them. 

People shook their heads when I told them that we pitched 
our tent wherever we found a nice, open place down in Florida 
during winter break. They did not understand how onE: of my 
friends managed to hitchhike with his friend from the west 
coast to the east coast in 1984. And I think they would have col
lapsed if I had told them that a 24·year-old female student from 
my university safely hitchhiked all on her own for three months 
in the States. The media, parents, and different institutions put 
a lot of fear in students in this country and it seems that this 
pressure is more successful here than in Europe. 

As for me, I frequently found newspaper clippings from my 
mom on my night table in the morning about hitchhikers that 
had been raped. Fortunately she never succeeded. 

Hitchhiking belongs to me as one of the few 
"independences" and adventures that are left in my pretty 
guarded life . But I am not blind, and I know that one should be 
more conscious about hitchhiking in the States, as the crime 
rate is rising and days scarcely pass when you do not hear 
about some kind of outrageous violence. In this respect, I 
believe, it has been up to now easier and nearly risk·free to hit
chhike in Europe. In the States, unfortunately, students have to 
use the boring railway and Greyhound bus lines, or have to 
spend a lot of money renting a car. 

While most of us foreign students, including myself, have had 
to use these means, I still have not given up this dream to hit
chhike to California, as to me it promises so many exciting 
travel days. So in case you should be cruising in your car to 
California this summer, and you see the sign of a student who 
needs a lift, remember your experiences and feelings standing 
on the Autobahn iIl West Berlin on your way to West Germany. 

GLCA 
PHILADELPHIA 

CENTER 
Steve Brooks 
on campus, April 16 

General Meeting, 4 pm 
President's Lounge 

see Bob Stauffer 
(sociology dept.) 

for details 

The 
myths 

t1*- of 
Foreign 
Study 

by Laura Loesel K'87 and 
Samantha Whitney K'87 

Having recently returned from 
six months in Caen, France, we'd 
like to share some of our fondest 
memories of Europe. 

myth 1: 
Foreign Study is an academic ex
perience. 

You will perfect the Euchre 
game. You will learn how to steal 
cheese, Hofbrauhaus beer glasses, 
and airline blankets. You will feel 
no inhibitions jumping the metro. 
You will learn how to knit. You will 
learn how to drink a pint of bitter. 
You will develop and nurture a 
sixth sense-detecting poodle 
cacao You will learn how to master 
the turkish toilet without soaking 
your socks. You will learn how to 
control your bodily wants-such 
as eating, sleeping and sex-there 
won't be any. 

myth 2: 
European men are romantic. 

If your idea of a fun evening is 
tonguing an ashtray, hop on the 
next plane over! European men 
are easily recognized-you can 
smell them fifty meters away. The 
"nobility" are so broke, they won't 
take you to a bar first. 

myth 3: 
Europe is inexpensive. 

Granted, living expenses are 
cheaper than in the States, but 
somehow 1500 dollars in travelers 
checks just doesn't make it. At this 
point (specifically, after Christmas 
vacation, unless mom and pop 
came over with some green stock
ing stuffers) the real academic ex
perience begins (Le. stealing 
cheese, jumping the metro). 
Number one expenditure: stamps. 

myth 4: 
Your foreign families will welcome 
you with open arms. 

And open doors, open windows, 
empty refrigerators, hidden liquor 
cabinets and locked telephones .. . 

myth 5: 
European cuisine is a delight to 
the tastebuds. 

We're sure it is, if you have the 
money to eat in a restaurant. Here 
are some popular Foreign Study 
Meal Plan options: Meal Plan A: 
the snickers and coke diet, pro
viding you with ample energy and 
the FDA minimum daily re
quirements; Meal Plan B: the 
McDonald's Diet, another favorite, 
and easy to follow since 
McDonald's is on every comer: 
The Kalamazoo College junior 
class alone pushed the record up 
to three trillion served. But 
seriously, everyone knows where 
to fmd the best Italian pizza: 30 
Via Della Rosa, Roma, Pizza Hut. 
P.S. Olive oil works better than Ex
Lax. 

myth 6: 
Foreign Study will be the most 
memorable experience of your life. 

How about those first class 
Eurail accomodations (Le. sixty 
people sleeping in the aisle)? How 
about all those fr iendly 
bombs ... and friendly French? I 
especially enjoy.ed meeting all my 
six-legged hotel roomies, but I'll 
never forget the nine men who 
flashed me. 

Contras and 
contradictions 

To the Editor: 
The cost of education is high to

day, and it's about to get a lot 
higher. If we, as a democratic na
tion, cannot fmd the contradictions 
between the words of our current 
administration and reality, the 
world will pay with resources and 
lives. The price is being paid today 
in Nicaragua. Your wasted tax 
dollars, and the dead in Central 
America are tuition payment for a 
degree in how not to manage 
foreign policy. Care for a Masters? 
The Reagan administration has an 
excellent program, at a cost of 100 
million dollars to U.S. taxpayers. 
Of course, that's only the tuition; 
lives and property are an un
calculatable extra. If this course 
sounds a little too costly, there is 
an alternative. Our nation can 
learn from our mistakes by review
ing past notes, and examining pre
sent Contra-dictions. 

Contra-diction 1: Pat Buchanan, 
White House News Director, tells 
us that a vote against Contra aid is 
a vote for the Communists. 

Agreed, the FMLN (Sandinista 
Party) which dominates 
Nicaraguan politics is Marxist
Leninist. However, there were 
seven other parties that campaign
ed in the 1984 election, and the 
Sandinistas won with 67 per cent 
of the vote. Don 't we contradict our 
own democratic principles when 
we deny a nation the right to 
choose its own form of govern
ment? As a nation we may decide 
to adopt a certain philosophy of 
government, but that does not give 
us the right to impose our ideas on 
other autonomous states. We the 
people should learn to distinguish 
between general political 
judgments and specific foreign 
policy decisions. 

Contra-<llction 2: The U.S. is 
primarily concerned with human 
rights in Nicaragua. If enough 
pressure is put on the Nicaraguan 
government, human rights reform 
will take place. 

Guess what? Human rights are 
being trampled on in Nicaragua. 
Daily, Nicaraguan citizens are be
ing deprived of the right to free 
speech, the right to freely assem
ble, the right to strike, even the 
right to life itself. The problem is 
fmding out who is truly responsi
ble for these abuses. Remember 
that since 1927 Nicaragua has 
been continually involved in some 
form of civil war. The Sandinista 
administration has been in power 
for only six years, and has fought 
against U.S. backed guerillas the 
entire time. Nicaraguan President 
Daniel Ortega said U.S. "terror 

policies" forced him to suspend 
many human rights for the period 
of one year, starting last October. 

The tragic relocation of the 
Miskito Indians by the Sandinistas, 
resulted in a loss of life, property, 
and dignity for the proud residents 
of Nicara!JUa's north-east coast. 
However, these people were living 
in a war zone (Thank You Contras 
and U.S.) and their lives were in 
danger. Hey, what happened to 
"military pressure equals humane 
treatment for all?" Frankly, it con
tradicts the reality of war. When a 
nation is under siege, people get 
stepped on. I'm not defending the 
atrocities of the Contras or the 
Nicaraguan Army. A child shot by 
an AK-47 is just as dead as the one 
wasted by an M-16. Perhaps 
blame falls upon the nation whose 
funding makes the multiple 
tragedies of this rebellion possible. 

Coritra-diction 3: Nicaragua is a 
serious threat to the U.s. 

Nicaragua is a small, poor coun
try without a large amount of 
natural resources. It is faced with 
many complex domestic pro
blems. It has a 100 per cent infla
tion rate. Even if the Nicaraguans 
somehow found time enough to at
tack the U.S., would they? They 
stand nothing to gain and 
everything to lose. If Reagan really 
feels our nation is in danger of at
tack, he should ask Congress to 
declare war. Why not keep our 
military policies overt instead of 
covert? Perhaps, the "malIgnancy 
in Managua" is not so real after all, 
but surely fear is real, and useful to 
a skillful politician like Reagan. 

Contra-diction 4: The Reagan 
administration wants peace in 
Central America. 

How do you define peace? Does 
your defmition of peace allow an 
equation like, "money for guns 
equals peace." Mine doesn't. 
When I think of peace on a na
tional scale I think of a nation with 
political, social, and economic 
stability. Not that a nation 
shouldn't evolve, but a nation at 
peace must maintain some stable 
framework as it gradually 
undergoes reform. Our govern
ment's economic boycott has 
helped destroy what was an active 
trade between the U.S. and 
Nicaragua. Our CJA has worked 
hard to subvert any progress made 
by the Nicaraguan government. 
Our tax dollars are being used to 
finance a camprugn for instability 
in the nation of Nicaragua. Did 
Reagan really say he wants peace 
in Nicaragua, or did he say he 
wants a piece of Nicaragua? 

Benjamin R Clarke K'89 
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Billie b'ows out 
I prefer the term "shifting gears "-Billie King 

by Jeffrey Kuipers K'87 

Billie King may be on her way 
out, but let's put gerontology on 
the back burner: turned off. 
"Everyone keeps suggesting 
something old," she wonders, 
hinting at the preparation that 
goes into a retirement. A few jaws 
drop, a few eyes reflect the 
wonder in her words; official or 
not, King, Kalamazoo's campus 
counselor since the creation of the 
position, says she will retire during 
summer quarter. 

"I prefer the term 'shifting 
gears,' " King adds, musing on 
the changes about to occur. "To 
do the same thing your whole life 
would be incredibly boring. Six
teen or seventeen years is 
enough. " As became evident 

tion in counseling when the 
department was split off from the 
chapel office in 1975. 

Before coming to Kalamazoo, a 
home of sorts, King had lived and 
worked in New York, after having 
driven taxis in her home town of 
Omaha in order to scrape up 
enough money to make the move. 
In New York she worked for three 
years, notably at Prentice-Hall 
Publishing and various retailers. 
Her reaction? "It was kind of bor
ing." New York was also the set
ting for her marriage and family 
life, a twelve/thirteen-year period 
during which King claims she was 
"just raising kids." Her two 
daughters now live in Kalamazoo 
and Lansing. When life as 
"mother only" began getting the 
best of her, the midwest seemed a 

What is my image? Conservative religious 
Republican? Is that my image? Business 
suits and "sensible shoes?"-Billie King 

through our brief interview, King 
cannot tolerate day-to-day ex
perience that has become dry or 
boring. When it does, she changes 
it. She has essentially lived the K 
experience for the past fifteen 
years. Hired by Dean Babette 
Trader in 1970 as head resident of 
Trowbridge Hall, King was drawn 
into counseling by her constant 
contact with students under emo
tional strain. Having completed 
her B.A. in history and political 
science at the University of 
Michigan some years before, she 
gained a Master's degree in 
counseling/student personnel 
from Western Michigan Universi
ty "one course at a time." From 
1973 to 197 S King served as hous
ing director and took on the posi-

logical hunting grounds for a new 
professional life. We have been 
the focus of that professional life. 

"What is my image?" she 
demands, suddenly jumping up in 
her chair. "Conservative religious 
Republican? Is that my image·t 
Business suits and 'sensible' 
shoes?" King has long pursued 
the effect of her image on her ap
proachability as a counselor. "I'm 
not that 'serious' as a person. I 
like to laugh and be facetious." 
She offers this as another motive 
for shifting gears: "As long as this 
place has a long, long memory, 
certain tales go around, and my 
effectiveness may be 
diminishing. " 

Pressed to comment on the 
counseling services here at 

Kalamazoo College, she gocs into 
deep thought, then creates what 
she would like our services to be. 
An expanded, more professional 
staff: given. That's a budget ques
tion. "I'm not in favor of pulling 
in people and quick-training 
them," she says. "Our students 
deserve better than amateur 
counseling." As the head of a 
Campus Life subcommittee derm
ing and recommending action 
upon the terms "student growth 
and development," a long process 
to which President David 
Breneman has committed himself, 
King has been pressing for revi
sion in campus counseling. She 
would like to see successful proac
tive (vs. reactive) outreach pro
gramming, successful meaning 
supported by both students and 
faculty . She also offers the key to 
effective counseling: realistic ex
pectations. "Only the individual 
can make any changes that are go
ing to make any difference in 
his/her life," she states . King feels 
that an effort toward self
education on the part of the 
counselee is also indispensable. 
"That's why all the books." 

What does "shifting gears" 
mean? Probably a new job; 
definitely time available for hot 
new interests. King is going to 
register her newly-acquired and 
nearly-restored home, a Michigan 
Historic Site which has been in her 
family for over one hundred years 
and which she finally owns, as a 
National Historic Site. Her two 
grandchildren are also demanding 
some of this free time. "Can you 
imagine trying to find a babysitter 
with a B.A. in history? Good 
luck." Leaning back, Billie King 
adds, "I need some time for the 
rest of my life." 

Director of Counsellng BUlle KIng 

Tuition hike announced 
by David Torresen K'87 

President David Breneman last week announced that the 
Kalamazoo College Board of Trustees has approved an increase in 
the student comprehensive fee for the 1986-87 year of $3794 per 
quarter. The increased comprehensive fee, which includes on
campus housing and the use of the 2O-meal plan, will go into ef
fect beginning fall quarter, 1986. 

According to Mr. Thomas Ponto, Director of Business and 
Finance, this tuition increase, the first in a year, represents a 7.4 
percent increase over the present comprehensive fee of $3532 per 
quarter. Ponto said that "our increase will be competitive with 
those of other private institutions. I don't think you'll find in
creases at the other GLCA schools to be very different; most 
range between 6 and 8 percent. Our increase is fairly represen
tative." 

Breneman, in a letter prepared for students and parents, said 
that the comprehensive fee provides 70 percent of the total cost of 
educating a student at K. The remaining 30 percent is provided 
through primarily two other sources, the annual fund and the en
dowment revenue. Ponto said that "the impending capital cam
paign will have a very positive impact on increasing the annual 
fund and endowment revenues," thus limiting increases in the 
comprehensive fee in the future. 

Ponto stated that the comprehensive fee, in addition to cover
ing student living and eating expenses at the College, covers a 
broad variety of operating expenditures such as faculty and staff 
salaries, institutional supplies such as library materials, utilities, 
etc.. Ponto mentioned that such projects as building 
developments are not traditionallly funded by the fee, but rather 
by private individual or corporate contributions. 

Breneman closed his letter to students and parents by stating 
that "Kalamazoo College is committed to maintaining and 
enhancing the excellence of its educational experiences. We 
sincerely believe that our undergraduate program is an outstan
ding investment and one that will provide exceptional returns, 
both now and in the future ." 

K turns 154 today 
by David Torresen K'87 

Kalamazoo College today celebrated its 154th birthday at the 
annual Founder's Day Convocation, held at 11 am in Stetson 
Chapel. Dr. Lester Start, retiring professor of philosophy, spoke 
of "The Real World." In his speech, Start illustrated how the 
liberal arts experience is often contrasted to "real world" ex
perience and he emphasized the need to resist the temptation to 
simulate the "real world," via such things as vocationalism, 
within the liberal arts environment. The liberal arts experience is 
the real world, said Start, and to have faith in it is to transform 
the self and thereby improve the world. 

Anticipating today's event, Robert Dewey, Dean of the Chapel, 
said that "with a reputation for clarity, candor, wisdom, and wit, 
plus a large investment in this place and its people, Lester Start 
was the obvious choice for this birthday celebration." 

"Luci" Yzenbaard 
remembered 
by Katie Murphy K'89 

After many years of courageous, hopeful struggle against the 
devastating effects of cancer, Lucille Yzenbaard died April 8, 
1986, at the age of sixty-one. Employed by the college since 1974, 
"Luci," as she was known, spent her last five years working in 
the Mail Center of the Mandelic Administration BuildiDll. 

According to friend and supervisor Jan Berghorst, Luci's at
titude was exemplary. Despite her chronic health problems and a 
physically demanding job, Luci was surprisingly adept at masking_ 
her personal upsets and frustrations, Berghorst said. Another 
friend in Mandelle who attributed Luci's perseverence to a strong 
religious faith, explained that Luci knew what was ahead of her 
throughout her fifteen-year battle with cancer, yet she continually 
maintained a positive, hopeful outlook; she didn't let her illness 
get her down. "I really admired her for being so courageous, for 
taking things as well as she did ... Every hour, every minute 
counted for her; she made the most of it." As co-worker Inez 
Brown wholeheartedly agreed, Luci "has to be commended for 
her strength." 

One of Luci's most outstanding features, as pointed out by 
both Brown and Berghorst, was her personal interest in the 
students and her continual patience with them. Never complain
ing about interruptions, such as a request for a single stamp or a 
student arriving late to pick up a care package at 12:05, Luci was 
always willing to help. For example, she consistently encouraged 
students to send their packages as bulk mail because it would 
mean savings for them, even though, in actuality, it also meant a 
great deal more work for her. Further, she was genuinely in
terested in what was going on in the students' lives, willing to 
share their experiences and willing to listen. Many people, both 
staff and students, would stop by the Mail Center just to talk to 
Luci. Expressing a sentiment which is undoubtedly shared by 
many members of the K-College community, Berghorst said, "I 
will miss her a great deal. You can train a new employee, but you 
can't buy a new friend. She was a very special friend." 

Funeral services were held at 3 pm Friday, April 11 at the 
Langland Memorial Chapel. 



Colleges: u.s. and Brazil 
by Alexandre Souza, Brazil 

Have you ever stopped to think about some differences among colleges 
of the world? Of course, depending on the country, the type of educational 
system varies. In Brazil, for example, the educational system is different 
from the American system, and one who is not . informed about Urtited 
States education will certainly have lots of problems when studying here. 
Despite some good colleges in Brazil, the American colleges are far 
superior in many respects. 

The first thing that there should be at Brazilian colleges is extracur
ricular activities. The fact that these activities aren't so common in Brazil 
might be one of the reasons why Brazilian studenl:i;ren't that motivated to 
go to college. All we're supposed to do in Brazil is go to college, stay there 
for six or seven hours, and then come back home thinking of the tasks for 
the following day. People In Brazil haven't noticed yet how important ex
tracurricular activities are to the students. 

However, people in the Urtited States are aware of it and know that every 
student must have activities like theater, sports, religion, fraternities, and 
also sororities. They motivate students and also help them enjoy college 
better. In other words, students go to college not thinking only about 
studies, for they know they have other things to do. Through these ac
tivities, people realize that they can have a good time by going to college 
and can get more out of what is presented in the classroom. 

I'd be very pleased if the lack of extracurricular activities were the only 
problem at Brazilian colleges. Actually, a campus is another rarity in 
Brazil. There are some campuses there, especially in Rio de Janeiro and 
Sao Paulo, but we can't find them everywhere. The campus is important 
in making the students get to know each other and adapt to college life 
faster and easier. 

It's easy to count how many campuses there are in Brazil, but I wouldn't 
be able to say the same about the States. Living on campus gives the 
students a great experience and makes them more responsible, indepen'
dent, and also more aware of the problems they have to face. Here in the 
Urtited States it's much easier to adapt to college life. We learn to make 
friends and to share our concerns with them. Living on campus gives the 
sense of urtity that is very important to all the students. 

In comparison to American colleges, Brazil loses in quantity and quality. 
I wouldn't say Brazilian colleges are very easy, but they're a little bit 

easier than American ones. In my college in Brazil, I used to take six or 
seven classes a semester, and I could certainly do well. The difference is 
that we didn't have much homework, so there was more time left. I don't 
think that homework would help, since Brazilian students are less diligent 
than Americans. Of course, there are lots of students interested in learn
ing and doing their best to get good jobs. But since they don't make a big 
effort, there is no competition among them and, therefore, there is no 
motivation. 

One of the reasons why American colleges are better than Brazilian 
ones is that they demand a lot from their students and these high stan· 
dards make colleges more difficult. When I came here to K College I was 
thinking about taking five or six classes. Now I realize why I am supposed 
to take three classes at the most. The students seem to study very hard 
and this is something that motivates the others; that is to say, no one 
wants to fall behind in his studies. So, the harder they study, the better it 
will be for them in the future. 

American students have lots of motivation to study, but they don't have 
much authority inside and outside the classroom. It seems that the · 
students here at Kalamazoo College are somewhat afraid to speak their 
minds or even argue with professors. Sometimes, the professors are 
wrong-which is one of the characteristics of all human beings-but some 
students notice it and even still, do nothing. 

Brazilian students aren't that motivated to study, but they have much 
more authority inside and outside the classroom. It's one of their good 
qualities; they speak their min~ and they try to discuss problems with 
professors. Whenever professors are wrong, the students tell them that 
they are not right, and try to show them a good way to solve the problem. 
Most of the time, the students and professors organize instructional objec
tives for the academic year. This way, both factions can be pleased. There 
is no doubt that Brazilian students are politically stronger than American 
ones. 

Now it's clear why American colleges are much superior to Brazilian • 
ones. It will take a while for Brazilians to realize that in order to have a 
good college system, there must be a better structure, more planning, and 
new ideas. This is the way for Brazilians to start creating a new system 
that must follow the American conception of college. 

Foreign Accent is an Index column devoted to cultural comparison; in it, 
any foreign student (or, for that maNer Foreign Study returnee) is encourag
ed to share his or her insights and observations on American attitudes and 
lifestyles elsewhere. Any interested columnists for future issues should con
tact Index staff member Mila VlSSer't Hooft K'89. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 

Students of All Majors and Fields Are Invited 

to hear about our M.B.A., Ph.D., and combined degree programs. We 
will hold several group information sessions on your campus to answer 
questions about the curriculum, admission, financial aid, and career 
opportunities in management. 

April 25, 1986 
Contact Development Center 

Special study options include the International Business Exchange Pro
gram, and joint degree programs as follows: M.B.A.lA.M. in Far East
ern studies, Latin American studies, Middle Eastern studies, South 
Asian studies, international relations, library science, and social service 
administration; M.B.A.lJ.D. with the Law School; and M.B.A.lM.D. 
with the Pritzker School of Medicine. 

opinion 

Alcohol policy ignored 
To the editor: 

This article is in response to 
decisions regarding the alcohol 
policy, made by Deart La Plante 
and Mr. Heroldt, which I feel were 
inappropriate and poorly handled. 
I am calling on President 
Breneman and the Campus Life 
Committee to review the situation 
which I view as unacceptable. 

My battle with the Kalamazoo 
College alcohol policy first started 
last summer. I was a member of 
the Campus Life Committtee and I 
brought it up as a topic which 
needed to be discussed. 

After several weeks of discus
sion, the entire Campus Life Com
mittee agreed that "permitting 

. more, and more spread-out, par
ties should reduce the unpleasant 
and even dangerous overcrowding 
that has characterized too many 
(parties) in the past." The main 
provision of the new alcohol policy 
stated that five kegs could be 
registered on arty given night. The 
policy also provided for better 
communication artd flexibility in 
the type of areas which could be 
registered for parties. The Campus 
Life Commitee urged "these 
changes in the belief that they will 
alleviate some of the problems that 
have been experienced recently, 
as well as make the social life on 
campus more congenial." This 
policy was passed by a vote of the 
Campus Life Committee (in
cluding Dean La Plante) and the 
1985-86 school year was cited as 
a test period. 

I was off-campus in the fall and 
returned to fmd problems with Stu
dent Services' interpretation of the 
alcohol policy. During winter 
quarter I had several students ask 
me for help in registering parties 
as they were having trouble getting 
a registration from Student Ser
vices. In each of the cases it ap
peared that Mr. Heroldt (the staff 
member assigned to monitor the 
registration of parties) was inter
preting the alcohol policy accor
ding to his own beliefs. Some 
hosts were required to provide ex
tra information (Le. bouncer lists) 
and other hosts were simply 
denied their party. In each case, 
Mr. Heroldt was following his own 
interpretation of the policy, not the 
statement issued by the Campus 
Life Committee. To resolve this 
problem, I met with Dean La 

Plante and Mr. Heroldt and asked 
them to write down their pro
cedure and decision making pro
cess for registering parties. They 
still have not done this. 

The final straw came last week 
when I tried to register a party for 
my own suite. I was informed that 
Mr. Heroldt was refusing to sign 
my registration form and went im
mediately to talk to him. I asked 
why I was being denied my party 
artd Mr. Heroldt informed me that I 
already had enough "options" for 
the weekend artd he would not 
register the party. I then asked him 
what my options were for Saturday 
night (the night I had requested). 
He told me that it was Foreign 
Study Night and that a party had 
already been registered in the 
Spanish House. I told him that I 
planned to go to Foreign Study 
Night and aftelWards would like to 
have a party for my friends in my 
suite. I also explained that I did not 

fulfill the social life for the entire 
campus. Nor could I believe that 
Dean La Plante would not register 
a party which appeared to satisfy 
the alcohol policy requirements 
which she herself accepted last 
summer. When I approached the 
Dean for art explanation she simp
ly responded by saying her deci
sion was final and "I won't discuss 
it." 

I feel the decision was vel)' inap
propriate. The alcohol policy, 
which was accepted by the Cam
pus Life Committee (including 
Dean La Plante), was ignored by 
the Dean and Mr. Heroldt. While 
some interpretation and guidance 
is necessary, the policy cannot be 
manipulated at the whim of Stu
dent Services. Nor do I think it is 
appropriate for Mr. Heroldt to 
determine when I have enough 
"options." The ml\iority of the 
campus community will agree that 
Kalamazoo College lacks in social 

A set procedure and rules for accepting and 
rejecting party registrations needs to be 
established and written. The policy can no 
longer be left open to the Dean's interpreta
tions, which vary weekly. 

know anyone who lived in the 
Spanish House. Mr. Heroldt rudely 

. responded by telling me to "Go 
meet people." 

Next I asked Mr. Heroldt what 
had happened to the alcohol policy 
which advocated more smaller 
parties so that there was not one 
huge uncontrollable party which 
ended in the destruction of the 
room (Spanish House). He said 
the policy depended upon his in
terpretation, he felt there were 
enough options, and he restated 
his refusal to register my party. At 
this point I felt insulted by Mr. 
Herold!,s responses to my ques
tions and decided to take the issue 
to Dean La Plante. 

I talked to Dean La Plante and 
she promised that she would 
discuss the problem with Mr. 
Heroldt. I received a reply later 
that Dean La Plante agreed with 
Mr. Herold!,s decision and the par
ty would not be registered. I could 
not believe that the Dean of 
Students agreed that two events on 
a Saturday night were enough to 

events and the more activities 
which can be offered (following 
the established rules) the better . 
Two parties on one evening is cer
tainly not going overboard. 

I think it is the responsibility of 
President Breneman and the Cam
pus Life Committee to insure that 
this situation is remedied. Mr. 
Heroldt's position as supervisor of 
the party registration process 
should be reviewed. I was per
sonally offended by his handling 
of the situation and feel his deci
sions were entirely inappropriate 
and llI\iustified. I also believe the 
President and the Committee 
should review the alcohol policy 
with Dean La Plartte. A set pro
cedure and rejecting party 
registrations needs to be establish
ed and written. The policy can no 
longer be left open to the Dean's 
interpretations, which vary week
ly. 

Sincerely, 
Tim McLean K'86 

King encourages dialogue 
To the editor and students: 

Since I am retiring at the end of 
this year, it is most fortuitous that 
student interest in counseling has 
surfaced at this time. In the next 
few months the College may be 
restructuring the counseling ser
vices. I am pleased that the Index 
devoted so much of the last issue 
to counseling. Our set-up in the 
counseling office has been pretty 
much the same for the last ten 
years-one counselor. Probably it 
is time for the College to consider 
some changes that will better 
serve current students' needs. I 

hope that the dialogue will con
tinue and that more students will 
voice their opinions. Student input 
can be art important contribution 
to the College's deliberations. In 
order to maximize the effec
tiveness of counseling the College 
needs to consider the students' 
answers to the questions raised in 
the Index: "Where should the 
counseling office be?", "How 
many counselors?", "What 
qualifications?". As the College 
implements the new goal of "stu
dent growth and development," 
will there be a role for the 

counselor( s) to play? I think that 
the students should continue to 
consider these questions-and 
make their thoughts known. 

One personal statement is 
necessary to add at this time: 
Though the confidentiality of 
counseling has been broken in an 
Index editOrial, I cannot join in 
this. My counselees need have no 
fear that matters discussed with 
me will become public in the In
dex. 

Sincerely, 
Billie King 



Seniors respond to 
Foreign Study Myths 

To the editor: 

The following is a response to "The Myths of Foreign Study," April 11, 

1986. 

1: "Foreign Study is an academic experience." 
Foreign Study is both a traditional and nontraditional learning ex

perience. But it's much more than what the various centers teach you in 
the classrooms. It's a chance to lose your ethnocentric viewpoint and 
broaden your perceptions. But learning like this can only take 'place if you 
avoid "learning" typical tourist habits like stealing cheese, jumping the 
metro, etc .. And what's wrong with learning to knit? 

2: "European men are romantic." 
European men and women are individuals who come in all shapes and 

sizes and cannot be stereotyped. If your idea of having fun is going around 
Europe letting yourself be "tongued by ashtrays," how can you expect to 
find the romantics? Try menthol men. (In addition, it's interesting how 
many people come back from Foreign Study smoking.) 

3: "Foreign Study is inexpensive." 
Europe can be inexpensive. You can get by nice and cheap if you don't 

go on a 6-month shopping spree. That's where the stereotype of the rich 
American comes from. If you tone down your materialistic instinCts, 
maybe you can ef\ioy Europe inexpensively. 

4: "Your foreign families will welcome you with open arms." 
Your foreign families generally will welcome you with open arms if you 

opens your arms too. If your interest is what they can provide you material
ly, you'll be disappointed. What they can offer is more than open liquor 

cabinets. 

5: "European cuisine is a delight to the tastebuds. " 
How will you know if you only eat at McDonald's and Pizza Hut? These 

places are much more expensive than the local cuisine. Avoid the 
American tourist traps and erlioy French bread, fresh fruit, cheese-all in
expensive and a bit more cultural than fast food. (How can you eat 
Snickers when all that great European chocolate is around?) 

6: "Foreign Study will be the most memorable experience of your life." 
Foreign Study can be the most memorable expoerience of your life. 

Count your blessings to be able to go on an experience like this. If you 
dwell on minor inconveniences that offend delicate American sensibilities, 
you won't have a good time or the most memorable experience of your life. 
Open your mind to the great opportunities that a 6-month stay in Europe 
offers you. The French won't seem friendly if you confront them with 
bigoted attitudes like those presented in the previous "Myths of Foreign 

Study" article. 

To the Editor: 

Ariella Gastel K'86 
Cathie Laurent K'86 
Anna Photinos K'86 

Margi Rader K'86 
Karen Sorenson K'86 

My Foreign Study experience is a fond memory. Upon reading "The 
Myths of Foreign Study" in last week's Index, my initial reaction was to 
strike out at the authors and their ideas. I even started to compile my own 
list of Foreign Study myths. For example, myth eight: everyone returning 
from Foreign Study is more open-minded and worldly. Case in point, see 
above mentioned article. 

However, I came to realize that the authors had been victims of the 
idealized Foreign Study that people tend to remember. When returnees 
talk about their experiences, they paint the picture of a paradise across the 
Atlantic. As my grandfather often told me, "Matthew, my boy, if 
something sounds too good to be true, it probably is." 

Foreign Study is not a three- or six-month vacation in a party mecca 
where everything is cheap and easy. However, as sophomores and juniors 
prepare to leave for Europe, they hear story after story about wild times in 
Europe. Has anyone ever left for Foreign Study without having someone 
say to them, "You're so lucky to be going, I'd trade places with you in a 
second!" This is usually followed by a story of a great experience in some 
exotic comer of the continent. People board the plane for Europe with the 
expectation that every night will be Oktoberfest. It just isn't so. 

However, for most people, Foreign Study is full of incredible ex
periences. In between the "good times," you experience opportunities to 
grow and gain confidence in yourself that you just don't get in four years 
on K's campus. An example illustrates the point. Finding your way about 
in Chicago doesn't seem as difficult once you have been lost in the middle 
of Rome or Paris, where you don't speak the language. Hell, in Chicago, 
the signs are in English just like the map. After you have tried to present a 
good image of yourself to your new family in their native tongue, a job in
terview, conducted in yours, is far less intimidating. Meeting challenges 
like these helps to make the good times seem much better. 

I feel sorry for the authors of last week's article, because they obviously 
weren't up to the challenges of a foreign culture, and thus, they missed out 
on the benefits. In addition, I'm angry because the alumni and faculty who 
read the Index and use it to judge the opinions of the students take from 
that article the belief that Foreign Study isn't an important part of growing 
at K. A majority of the students would disagree with that conclusion. For 
me, it was the most memorable part of my stay here at K. 

To the editor: 

Sincerely, 
Matthew G. Ewend K'86 

I sincerely hope that Samantha Whitney's and Laura Loesel's Foreign 
Study experience ("The Myths of Foreign Study," April 11) doesn't reflect 
that of the entire junior class. It seems that they sadly missed the point of 
European study/travel and only served to justify the reputation of spoiled, 
ungracIous Americans in Europe. Their narrow outlook on their last six 
months is a shame to K's Foreign Study program and to those of us who 
leamed much more in Europe than how to steal cheese and detect "poo
dle caca." Moreover, my first thought after reading the article was to the 
foreign students at K College who have been anxiously awaiting the return 
of the Junior class to share thoughts and memories of their home coun
tnes. The anicle, though written in jest, was an indirect slight to all Euro
pearts and an even worse one to Americarts. 

Sarah Schaeffer K'86 

Cartoon 

Peace March spirit -endures 
Dear Kalamazoo College Com
munity, 

As most of you know, PRO
Peace, sponsor of the Great Peace 
March, went bankrupt one month 
ago. As a marcher, this of course 
deeply disappointed me. But when 
the tears dried, I saw the PRO
Peace endeavor not as a failure 
but, in many ways, as a great suc
cess. Because so many of you sup
poned the march and me in so 
many ways, I would like to share 
with you the many goals we did ac
complish: 

The 1200 marchers from 49 
states and eight other countries 
did outreach for disarmament and 
the march in their communities for 
the year-and-a-half of march 
preparation. I compiled a list of 
Columbus (my hometown) area 
voters who suppon multi-lateral 
disarmament and who sponsored 
the PRO-Peace march and then 
sent that list to our federal govern
ment. 

These 1200 people came from 

Popsicle ban 
an outrage 

To the editor: 
Life, as we -know it, or at least as 

we remember it, is over. I realize 
that this sounds like a complaint. 
It is. I feel that I'm entitled to com
plain. Everybody should know by 
now; they have decided to take 
popsicles as we know them, or at 
least as we remember them, ofT the 
market. Yes, it's true. They're tak
ing away the two-stick-crack-on
the-kitchen-counter-pop, and 
replacing it with the new
improved -longer-one-stick
economy model. Really. They 
are. _ 

Who are they to db this? You 
remember "They." When we 
were little, "They" were the ones 
who did away with the red M and 
M's. "They" made all the toys we 
saw on Saturday morning com
mercials, the subjects of our 
parents' exasperated "What-will
they-think-of-nexts." "They" sure 
have done it this time! 

Now, I realize that popsicles are 
not pillars of democracy. Many 
people go for days, perhaps even 
months, without once thinking of 
popsicles. Imagine that. Perhaps 
"They" don't realize what a 
valuable skill one has when one 
can slam that popsicle (and I am 
speaking of original popsicles, not 
Acme Freezer Tteets, or Kroger 
Twin Pops) against the kitchen 
counter and have it break evenly 
into two pieces instead of four. A 
true test of coordination! 

I know life will go on. Children 
and even grown-ups will play 
video games, sucking on new im
proved popsicles. oblivious to all 
that has gone before, and they'll 
be happy. We will look at them, 
not without pity, and wonder, what 
will "They" think of next? 

T. S. Davis K'87 

all over to represent their com
munities and their beliefs. We 
taught and inspired one another. 
We continued to reach out tog
gether in the towns we marched 
through. People thought about a 
hope fiJI solution to an unthinkable 
issue when they saw us, talked 
with us, or heard about us. 

We saw for ourselves and show
ed the world that each of us is not 
alone in our struggle for peace. We 
began an international mailing list 
of people who suppon nuclear 
disarmament so as to join our 
'forces' together. 

Claremont High Shcool students 
in Claremont, California said we 
inspired them to begin a student 
nuclear disarmament group. 

These are the things we set out 
to do, and we did them. We did not 
simply set out for Washington 
D.C .. Of course these goals will 
never be complete until we live in 
a peaceful world, but we must not 
let our fear of disappointment keep 
us from our work or from seeing 

the many accomplishments that 
accompany each disappointment. 

About 500 marchers have form
ed a new grassroots organization 
cg.1led the Great Peace March Inc. 
and they are continuing across the 
United States. (Many other mar
chers broke ofT into alternative 
groups too). They are fundraising 
and obtaining legal permits for 
across the United States all over 
again. Because of the many added 
uncenainties that they now must 
overcome, I decided that I could 
do more for the peace movement 
and myself by returning and 
graduating_ Diane Sarotte K'85 
and Angie McCarrell K'86 chose 
to continue. I believe in them, and 
the other marchers, and the fact 
that the 700 other marchers and 
the communities they represented 
continue too. Our bodies may be 
stoppable, but never our spirits. 

Thank you again for all of your 
suppon. 

In peace, 
Karen Sorenson K'86 

Spring Collection of Flavors. 
APRIL, MAY, JUNE 

Spring '$ a whole lot sweeter wtth 31 
~ .~ I . \t'ry Berry Strawberry 

2. C~sJubllee" 
3. Wblpped Fruit PI,..,ap~ 
4. Bana,", Pecan 
5. Pracb Mrlba 
6. Strawberry SbortcaAre 
7. P/swcb/o Almond 
8. Tangerl,.., Sorbet 
9. Orong<? Sberbet 

10. Rainbow Sloerbet 
11. PInk Gmpejrult/cr 
12. Da/qulrllce 
13. Peanut Bulter 'n ChOCOlate 
t4. Chocolate Mousse Royale N 

15. Wood Class Chocolate 
16. Jamoca@ Atmond Fudge 
t 7. Mint ChOCOlate Chip 

18. Pralines 'n Cream@ 
19. Gold Medal Ribbon 
20. Chocolate Almond 
21 . Cookies 'n Cream 
22. Chocolate =udge 
23. Chocolate Chip 
24. French Vanilla 
25. Fudge Brownie 
26. Baseball Nut 
27. Butter Pecan 
28. Rocky Road 
29 ChOCOlate 
30. Jamoca@ 
31 . Vanitla 

And don'tftJrgrt 
()JIr Speclalj1avor 

oj_wumlbl 

fresh-baked waffle cones! 

one block south of campus 

Thursday Nites: 

Quadstop GAME NITES 
YOU bring your games, your cards, and your friends 

WE will provides FREE nachos and 25C pop 



General education at K: Generally impossible? 
a critical analysis 

by Luis Salazar K'89 

The general education pilot pro
gram, to be instituted beginning 
fall quarter, will be taught to 
eighty freshman-the equivalent 
of one third of the class-and par
ticipation will be voluntary. This 
does not mean that upperclassmen 
will not be affected, however, as 
no one is sure what effect the pro
gram will have on the individual 
departments, particularly the 
science departments. The actual 
core program is to consist of four 
courses-surveying literature, the 
arts"the sciences, and the history 
of Western thought-to be taught 
fall, winter, and spring quarters of 
the 1986-87 and 1987-88 school 
years. Educational Policies Com
mittee members will review pro
posals for class configuration, and 
continue observing the progress of 
the pilot program in order to con
struct a revised and permanent 
core curriculum for the future. 
Anyone interested in the ad
ministrative details of this pro
cedure could fmd the information 
detailed in the EPC document 
dated February 20, 1986 in the 
Provost's Office. This proposed 
General Education Program pass
ed the faculty by a vote of forty to 
twenty-two. 

Although the controversy sur
rounding the proposed core cur
riculum seems to have quieted, the 
issues remain unresolved, and cur
rently Kalamazoo College is plan
ning to implement a pilot general 
education program. "General 
education" is a vague phrase that 

college f1r5t has to decide what 
this education entails, and then 
make it flexible enough for 
everyone's schedule. Although it 
may seem trivial initially, the pro
blem of scheduling is mindben
ding, especially when confronted 
by the latest wave of conservative 
preprofessional types, set on 
eliminating any obstacles, institu
tional or otherwise, to their plarm
ed goals. More than half of the 
class of 1989 entered with a pre
med major, with varying degrees 
of 'commitment and reasons for 
doing so. This divides the college 
heavily between science and non
science students, and also con
flicts to some degree with the 
Foreign Study program, because 
one cannot take demanding 
science classes overseas. The col
lege has solved this problem in the 
past by pushing classes that would 
have been taken in the Foreign 
Study period into either the 
quarters after or, more often, 
before Foreign Study. The result 
is that while on campus, science 
majors face a higher percentage of 
classes inside their major than is 
usual or preferable. As a science 
major, one is not encouraged to 
spend quantities of time on CD or 
Foreign Study, or SIP unless 
prepared to spend equally large 
amounts of money on study at K 
aiter the standard four years of 
undergraduate work. Thus, some 
of the faculty, particularly those 
in the science department, worry 
that either the program will result 
in mass deviation by pre-meds, or 
a reduction in the number of 
science majors at K. The faculty 

"General education" is a vague phrase that 
defines an equally amorphous concept; the 
very issue of its definition is critical, and is 
at the center of arguments both pro and 
con. 

seem to agree that the deviation is 
a possible consequence, and that it 
should at all cost be avoided on a 
large scale, but there is some 
disagreement as to whether or not 
less science students would better 
balance the college. Dr. Wade 
Robison of the philosophy depart
ment is critical of the prospects 
for science majors i~ the program: 
"I think what is going to happen 
is that we're going to have an 
enormous number of 
deviations .. . because they can't do 
the requirements and those things 
that they feel they have to do, and 
we're going to be making educa
tional judgements, basically say
ing to these people, 'You can take 
them as a junior or senior,' or we 
are going to exempt them from the 
requirements. So I see it as a 
logistic nightmare no matter what 
general education program you 
have." 

fectiveness of the science pro
gram, which is unquestionably the 
"draw" of K to prospective young 
urban professionals. The solution 
proposed at the faculty meeting of 
March 3, 1986, according to the 
minutes, is to have "special 
counseling during K-XX for 
potential science majors in order 
to mesh their science schedules 
with participation in the pilot pro
gram." This appears to cope in a 
vague sort of way with the pro
blem, but special counseling can 
only be effective if there is actual
ly a solution through some 
creative process, and one cannot 
afford to be too creative in the 
preparation of students for 
medical school. No matter how 
they are arranged, the critical 
science lab credits have to be 
there. There is not at this point 
any clear administrative solution 
to the problem; Dr. Kathleen 
Smith, Assistant to the Provost, 
responds to the criticism that 
science majors will avoid the pro
gram: "Well . . . we have asked 
ourselves that question, and they 
will have to take general education 
type classes anyway, distributional 
requirements, and we hope that 
we can make the classes palatable. 
. . we have no way of knowing, of 
course, how they will react." The 
attrition rate for pre-meds might 
also increase as a result of early 
exposure of pre-med students to 
other areas of study, which would 
also affect the science depart
ments. 

Another point of contention is 
the composition of the core cur
riculum; it lacks math and religion 
requirements and is devoid of any 
philosophical study of the East. 
These choices are also arbitrary, 
as it is doubtful that religion or 
Eastern philosophy is any less 
meaningful than the English 
literature, or sciences, although 
they may be less practical, when 
hunting for high income jobs, 
four years in the future. Haggling 
over what books will be taught 
will undoubtedly ronsume long 
hours of time, and include much 
hard-won compromise, but the 
issue of what is to be taught ex
tends beyond materials. Robison 
comments: 

defines an equally amorphous 
concept; the very issue of its 
defmition is critical, and is at the 
center of arguments both pro and 
con. Designed to give students a 
common base of concepts and 
vocabulary to use as a framework 
for further study, a general educa
tion program would theoretically 
allow cross-referencing between 
disciplines; philosophy students 
would know something of the 
background of Hobbes, which 
would subsequently provide a 
backdrop for the study of related 
period literature, etc.. Integrated 
study ideally provides a clear pic
ture of the time period, a 
visualization of it. In this respect, 
it not only makes a curriculum 
more accessible, .it brings it 
toaether, makes it more cohesive. 
General education could also be a 
break for educators, giving them 
an opportunity to teach new and 
hopefully different types of 
classes, and provide new insights 
into practical and important 
material. The current distribu
tional requirements are arbitrary; 
there IS no reason to grOUI> 

religion and philosophy together, 
and require that a student take 
two classes in this category. Is 
religion fundamentally similar 
philosophy, in such a way that we 
can group them together? Is 
philosophy more similar to history 
or art? Are two classes enough, or 
too much? There are no answers 
to these questions, except to say 
that nobody has protested 
vehemently enough to instigate 
further inquiry or change. 

An anonymous K biology 
teacher submitted an Index poll 
sheet that indicated that he or she 
felt that the pilot program was not 
suitable for a fair sample of the 
population, remarking that 
"Science majors will not be able 
to fit into the program." When 
asked if the program seemed good 
for the school on the whole, the 
arlSwer was not a check yes or no 
but a question mark, and he or she 

"It's not obvious to me that the 
. fundamental thing wrong with our 
students is that they lack this sort 
of general common education. I 
think most of them can't write 
very well, and I think most of 
them can't think very well. If we 
are going to spend a lot of time 
early on in their career doing 
something that will make them 
not high school students, but col
lege students, we need to work on 
skills, not knowledge. It would be 
very nice to design a set of courses 
that did both of those things, but I 
think it would be very difficult to. 
I see nothing that is being done to 
iinprove the logical reasoning 
capacity of the students; we have a 
logic course and that's it. They 
don't learn how to reason, and 
how in particular to give sustained 
reasons for one position. I ques
tion the motivation that lies 
behind this, and the analysis. 
Therefore, that's what's wrong 
with the students coming in, is 
that they lack general ed. What I 
think that they lack is the basic 

General education could pro
vide the ideal hDeral arts educa
tion with one crucial catch; the 

the index weekly 

editor: David Torresen K'S7 

associate editors: 
Chris Corcoran K'S7 
JefIrey Kuipers K'S7 

Tim Webster K'S6 

also felt that the program would 
not be good for the department. 
In arlSwer to the last question, 
"00 you think that general educa
tion needs to be taught at 
Kalamazoo College?", the 
response was a check in the yes 
box, but with the following com
ments: "If a general ed means a 
superficial exposure to a broad 
variety of subjects-we don't need 
it. But if general ed means a diver
sified intellectual experience-we 
need it. But perhaps a general ed 
program is not the best way to 
provide this experience." 

There is a possibility that enroll
ment will decrease as a result of 
decline in class availability and ef-

kills " s . 
Some of the goals of general 

education have already been at
tempted through the freshman 
seminar program. When the 
seminar program was first 
created, the goal was to allow 
teachers to do something different 
(the format of ~minars does not 
have to pass the Educational 
Policies Committee) and at the 
same time ease students into a 
competitive atmosphere. The 
faculty was heavily encouraged to 
teach seminars, which would in 
some cases also teach necessary 
skills. According to one faculty 
member, however, the seminar 
program has "basically fallen by 

the wayside. Freshman seminars 
are still offered, but they are in no 
sense pushed by the administra
tion." Some disappointment in 
the freshman seminar program 
was also expressed by Dr. Gail 
Grifrm of the English department: 

"I have been a little dissatisfied 
with the freshman seminar pro
gram, just because it's limited to 
so few departments. I think the 
college either ought to commit to 
a freshman program or not, and if 
it does, that means a freshman 
seminar in every department or 
every division, including sciences. 
If it's done right, I think this 
general ed thing could fulfill some 
of the same functions ." 

In spite of the fact that the pro
gram is voluntary, and thus that 
science majors will probably not, 
if they want to SIP, CD, and 
Foreign Study, even consider it, 
most of the faculty seem op
timistic about the program. It ap
pears that the program was 
designed for a group of eighty 
randomly selected students, or for 
the whole class initially, and then 
as a result of pressure from the 
science departments was made 
voluntary. This removes any risk 
of reducing the pull and power of 
the K science departments, but 
makes the pilot unrepresentative 
and useless as an experiment, as 
any science major will tell you. 

In this week's Big Scoop, Luis Salazar K"89, following extensive interview
ing of professors and administrators. offers his "critical analysis" of the 
proposed program for general education. 

Concern has been voiced that 
the core curriculum classes would 
be surveys, or generic, rote 
regurgitation classes, a problem 
the administration deftly sidestep
ped. The faculty is to decide the 
curriculum or "configuration" of 
the course, hopefully avoiding the 
nightmare of committee-designed 
classes, which can be fragmented 
and bizarre. But the question of 
teaching style still exists; will an 
effort be made to teach these 
classes differently? Griffin com
ments: 

"I don't know and I don't 
think we have done nearly enough 
talking about that. I really think 
that there is a phase two here that 
we have got to do; after we have 
decided about the general goals of 
the program, and the configura
tion of the course in the cur
riculum, then I think we ought to 
get together and talk about 
teaching methods and teaching 
goals." 

Some of the faculty are not sure if 
the assessment of the problem was 
correct, and there are no plans for 
skill-oriented courses. It doesn't 
seem to matter that this has been 
attempted before, under the title 
freshman seminar, and that this 
project "fell by the wayside." 
The faculty seem eager to try 
something new, particularly 
something to round out the in
credibly diverse freshman class , 
but the yoke of logistics will not 
and should not fall on their 
shoulders. Like committee-
designed classes, committee-
designed programs are subject to 
violent pruning and alteration that 
often make them useless appen
dages. Overall, the pilot program 
seems to be a benign if bumbling 
project, but before any serious 
program can be implemented, so
meone has to patch up the worn 
idea of K College general educa
tion. 

Faculty poll: 
General ed needed at K 

complied by Kristine Altwles K'88 
PoUed: 16 professon, Tuesday, April IS, 1986 

In order to let a variety of opinions, the Index approacbed 
as broad a range of professon as available: 1 biology, 1 
romance lanlluages, 1 art, 1 physics, 1 political ""Ience, 1 
pbllosopby, 2 history, 2 mathemalles, 1 education, 1 Enllllsb, 
1 music, 1 reUglon, 1 Konomlcs, 1 computer ""Ience. 

1. Do you see tbe pilot program for general educadon as being .. ell-sulted 
to tbe entire student body? 

5 yes 6 no 5 neutral 
comm~nts: "will only cov~r a part of student body and so is 
not 'g~n~ral' • • .scl~nc~ majors will not b~ ab/~ to fit into 
programs; " "I think small but 'packed' common ~duca
tional exposur~ for aU K stud~nts will become a strength" 

2.00 you tblnk tbat tbe propos<:d program Is good for tbe ""bool as a 
.. bole? 8 yes 3 no 5 neutral 

comments: "There are some difficulties in staffing, but that 
is true whenever a new course is proposed;" "I'm skeptical 
about that big a chunk of required courses, but it might 
work well;" "/ think it has the potential for refocusing us, 
countering the trend towards splintering" 

3. 00 you tbink tbat tbe proposed program iJ good for your department? 
6 yes 6 no 4 neutral 
comm~nts: "do~sn 't matu r much; " "Th~ basic ~ff~ct for 
th~ d~partm~nt willlH thDt we will be ab/~ to assum~ (when 
and if th~ pUot program is expand~d to all stud~nts) a com
mon s~t of readings for all stud~nts" 

4.00 you think tbat tbe program "U .. ell designed? 
8 yes 5 no 3 neutral 
comments: "th~ original (mOrt radical) program was r~ally 
nic~;" "If the program int~nds to provid~ a common ex
peri~nce for all stud~nts ~v~ntually-th~ pilot is not a good 
t~st. Th~ d~mand for a similar approach (symm~try in all 
disclplin~$) has I~ad to a course in science which may b~ 
und~sirably sup~rficial wh~n compared to our regular off~r
ings" 

5. 00 you tblnk tbat general educadon needs to be taugbt at Kalamazoo 
CoUeae? 12 yes 2 no 2 neutral 

comm~nts: "I think that a common ~ducational exp~rience 
for all stud~nts would b~ v~ry valuab/~ to th~m; " "stud~nts 
com~ in with very w~ak g~n~ral knowledg~; " "A 'History of 
IdetJS' course thDt n~g/~cts th~ Bib/~ is not adequaU. The 
W~st~m bias of th~ program is provincial;" "Y~s and no. 
It 's important thDt all peop/~ hav~ a tidbit of much ~duca
tion, y~t it might not be right for ~v~ryon~; " "I don't like 
th~ idea of r~quir~d cours~s " 
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Madrid center 
by jeffrey Kuipers K'87 

Are our students in Madrid any 
less safe than they ever were? The 
recent visit of United States em
bassy officials to Kalamazoo 
students currently in Madrid sug
gest a certain wariness on the part 
of governmental officials concern
ing terrorist activities. Dr. joe 
Fugate, director of Foreign Study, 
warns about blowing this simple, 
common-sense visit out of propor
tion and is concerned that the 
news of the visit may have creoted, 
rather than quelled, parent and 
student anxiety. 

The 36 students destined for 
Madrid were also briefed upon the 
particulars of long-standing 
political tensions in that city, 
especially terrorist activities ex
ecuted by the ETA, a Basque in
dependence faction. In the after
math of the Berlin discotheque and 
embassy/military base attacks, 
citizens are adVised to be wary of 
any activity, tollfil;t or otherwise, 
which may involve groups of 
Americans (especially military ser
vicemen). 

Buschman said, "I don't feel that 
the Madrid students are experienc
ing any unusual danger," and was 

1 don't feel that the Madrid students are 
experiencing any unusual danger-Dr. 
James Buschman 

Dr. james Buschman, assistant 
director of Foreign Study, says that 
all 67 student participating in 
Foreign Study programs this spr
Ing were prepared with a good 
dose of "common sense" advice. 
This advice included spending 
more time with host families, 
avoiding high visibility of 
American groups in public, and 
focusing travel plans around 
visiting friends, both in the city 
and in the other spring Foreign 
Study centers, Caen and Munster. 

supported by Fugate, who asked 
"What's happening in Madrid? 
Nothing, of late ... This Basque 
thing has been going on for a long 
time now." We have little informa
tion concerning Spain's diplomatic 
relations with the Arab and North 
African states, although Fugate 
believes that fairly stable, 
"decent" relations are being main
tained. 

According to Fugate, who punc
tuates his low-key response to ter
rorist activities by boarding a 

safe 
plane Monday for Europe and 
Dakar, Senegal, there have been 
no restrictions placed on the 
movements of American students 
in Madrid. Embassy officials have 
cautioned the students against fre
quenting the highly visible discos 
and bars frequented by American 
servicemen, as well as the 
American airbase in Madrid. 

There has reportedly been little 
or no recent violence in Madrid, 
and, contrary to an admittedly 
sourceless rumor, Kalamazoo 
students still fly directly into and 
out of Madrid. Security at the 
Aeropuerto Barajas has been beef
ed up, reflecting a general move
ment within airport security 
worldwide. 

The input lacking here can most 
ideally be provided by the Madrid 
students themselves. The Foreign 
Study office is busily reassuring all 
concerned parents and students 
that program directors in all the 
study centers are in contact with 
the Foreign Study office here and 
that all is progressing within a 
sheath of apparent calm. Com
ments made by Madrid student 
Brian Paul K'87, gathered second
hand through a non-student friend 
in Kalamazoo, concern the ex
istence of tension in the city, an ap
prehensiveness on the part of the 
students, and an effort on the part 
of the students to avoid being over
ly concerned. 

Diane Xreger X'81, a psychology major who went to Aix-en-Provence for Foreign Study, voyaged to Israel 
in March lor her remaining three weeks of traveling time. This shot was taken in Jerusalem, where Diane 
and her newfound friend wandered through the Old City, not for from Masada and the Dead Sea. 

The weekly {rant-page photo features vanous o[f-<:ampus experiences. Any photograph submissiOns, whether {rom 
ForeIgn Study, SIP, CD, GLCA. or vacation quarters. are eagerly accepted via the Index box and will be promptly 
returned after publication. ' 
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Kudla wins "the Truman" 
by David Torresen K'87 

Arthur Kudla K'88 has been named among 102 undergraduates na
tionwide as a recipient of the 1986 Truman Scholarship, sponsored 
by the Harry S. Truman Scholarship Foundation. The Scholarship is 
awarded on a merit basis each year to college students who show 
potential for leadership, academic ability, and careers in government. 

Kudla, a chemistry major, is currently on his Career Development 
quarter in Detroit, working in research laborities at the Michigan 
Cancer Foundation Department of CarcinogenesiS. During a Wednes
day night telephone interview, he partially attributed receiving the 
Scholarship to his involvement with science fairs in high school. As a 
result of winning the International Science and Engineering Fair dur
ing his senior year, he attended the Nobel Prize ceremonies in 
Stockholm, Sweden in the fall of 1984. 

For the application and interviewing process Kudla was required to 
submit an essay analyzing a current public problem. In his essay on 
environmental pollutants, Kudla said he stressed the need to develop 
efficient and inexpensive procedures for chemical testing. 

"It was a total shock to win it," Kudla said. "I wasn't really expec
ting it. I didn't think that the interview in Detroit went very well-they 
really asked me a lot of questions which were not related to my 
essay." 

According to a Truman Foundation press release, the award carries 
a maximum stipend of S 7000 per year for four years of undergraduate 
or graduate study. Kudla said he plans to enter graduate school in tox
icology following graduation from K, and hopes to pursue a career 
with an organization such as the Environmental Protection Agency. 

Kudla will attend the 1986 awards ceremony, to be held May 11 in 
Independence, Missouri. 

Michigan's only other winner was 1986 alternate Cheryl Harants 
K'88, also currently on her Career Development quarter. 

According to Elmer Staats, chairman of the Board of Trustees for 
the Foundation, the Scholarship "was established by an Act of Con
gress as the nation's living memorial to our 33rd President and 
reflects his strong belief in education as a bulwark of freedom." 

"These young people would make Harry Truman proud, and will, I 
am sure, contribute to the 'brighter future' which he foresaw. The 
1986 scholars have much to live up to; we are glad we can 'help them, 
both financially, and through the inspiration of being a Truman 
scholar." 

Mathematicians take trophy 
Kit Alroy K'89 

The Kalamazoo College mathematics department recently learned 
that a team of students from Kalamazoo College took the ftrst place 
trophy in the tenth annual Lower Michigan Mathematics Competition, 
held this year on March 1 at Spring Arbor College. Members of the 
winning team were Mark Fischer K'89, Scott Kelly K'89, and Matt 
Ewend K'86. Two other tearns from Kalamazoo College participated 
as well. 

The news of the victory came as a pleasant surprise to the team 
members. "We were really kind of surprised to win," said Ewend. 
"We were pretty sure of how well we had done; we knew we had five 
problems right, but some of the others seemed more confident." 
. According to mathematics professor Dr. john Fink, the competition 
15 farrly competitive. "Virtually every liberal arts college in the Lower 
Peninsula is invited to attend," said Fink. During the three hours 
allowed for taking the test, the team members were confmed to a 
private room where they worked together to get one set of answers to 
the ten problems. The problems contained exercises in probability, 
sequences, and various word problems. 

This is the second year in a a row that Kalamazoo has taken first 
place in the competition. The College has participated in the competi
tion every year since 1977, when it also took the trophy. "Since then 
the trophy has gone to the refonned schools, Hope and Calvin, who 
have been passing it back and forth , "said Fink, who has the trophy on 
display in his office. 

Lucasses awarded Monday 
by Ray Hrycko K'89 

Kalamazoo College's highest faculty honors, the Florence j. 
Lucasse Lectureship and Florence j. Lucasse Fellowship for 1985-86 
have been awarded to George Acker and Dr. Philip Thomas, respec
tively. Both will be honored at an 8 pm reception Monday, April 28, in 
the Olmsted Room. 

Acker, professor of physical education, received the Lectureship for 
outstanding teaching. A faculty member since 1959, lie has served as 
coach of the football, wrestling, men's cross-country, and men's ten
nis teams. 

His ability to motivate and lead his students has resulted in an ex
traordinary record in tennis. At the beginning of this season, Acker's 
MlAA record stood at 162 wins and one loss. The result has been 27 
MlAA championships, and two NCAA Division III national champion
ships in ten years. 

Acker stated, "I feel tremendously honored to be selected by my 
peers for the Lectureship. I consider this one of my highest awards, 
along with winning the NCAA Coach of the Year Award in 1982." 

Thomas, professor of economics and business administration, has 
been awarded the Fellowship for outstanding scholarship. Thomas, 
starting his twenty-first year as a faculty member, has earned the 
recognition of his colleagues in the United States and abroad as a con
sultant on international trade policy. 

Thomas has written more than 80 academic position papers on 
poliCies of the nations of south Asia and sub-Saharan Africa. In recent 
years, Thomas has been a frequent consultant to the government of 
Kenya, where he will return this fall for a two-year governmental post. 

Thomas commented, "I reacted with surprise and pleasure, as I 
have great respect for the faculty and students. There are others also 
deserving of this prestigious award, so I'm honored to have been 
selected." 
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The Libyan crisis 
compiled by Kristine Altulies K'88 

The participants: David Boventer, foreign student from West Gennany; 
John Drier K'81, palitical science major; Dr. Harold Harris, professor of 
English; Dr. Woody Kay, professor of palitical science; Tim McLean K'86, 
economics and political science major; Dr. Wade Robison, professor of 
philosophy; Dr. Philip Thomas, professor of economics; Nitin Vaisham
payan K'81, biology major. Survey conducted Wednesday and Thursday, 
April 23 and 24. 

1. Do you support the U.S. attack of Libya? What purpose did it serve? 
McLean: The attack was useful and did seNe a pUlJXl5e as far as United 
States foreign policy is concerned. It showed we have a strong position against 
terrorism and things that are happening to upset the Middle East equilibrium 
right now .. .it shows we are willing to take a strong stance. 
Kay: One should use the military for military objectives. The range of things 
you could call military objectives is fairly narrow. I don't think that this, strictly 
speaking, was a military type of probtem . . .I think that was one of the pro
btems here-we didn't have a specific military target in mind; the pUlJXl5e 
was overly political. 
Harris: Yes. It seems already to have seNed three very useful purposes: 1. to 
stir our European allies into an action against Libya that they otherwise surely 
wouldn't have taken; 2. to have put some doubt into the minds of the Libyan 
leaders about KhadaCy's ability to hold together and to face a hostile U.S.; 3. it 
has surely put Libya and Syria and Iran on notice that the wanton murder of 
U.S. civilians or other civilians abroad could very well lead to retaliation. 

2. What effect will the U.S. bombing raid have upon terrorism in the 
future? 
Boventer: It might curb the state-sponsored terrorism, but it will not curb in
dividual or anarchic terrorism. That comes out of the roots of the 
problem ... because the U.S. does not seem to be willing to cope with the roots 
of the problem, which is the U.S. dominance in the Palestinian problem. 
Vaishampayan: In the shon run, there will be an increase in terrorism. This 
can be attributed to the fact that terrorists, by their very nature, can only res
pond through the use of further terrorism. However, I believe that organized 
terrorism backed by a government will decrease. 

3. Should the U.S. have shown condemnation of Libya in other ways? If 
so, how? 
Boventer: I think we could have gone at least through the legal procedures 9f 
the United Nations. 
Robison: I am deeply frustrated by the incapacity of the U.S. in the foreign 
scene to live up to its own ideals about what kind of relationships people and 
nations ought to have with each other. It's against intemationallaw. 
Drier: We should have waited for our allies, or quote unquote allies, in 
western Europe, to come to a cohesive agreement on very stiff trade embargos 
against Libya. We could have pulled out our oil interests ... that suppplies 75 
percent of their cash. Had we gone after Libya's money, we could have 
broken down the structure of Libya's unstable government. 
Thomas: Just as the disease of AIDS is frightening all of us, and we don't 
know quite what to do about it, we're trying to do some things and medical 
research is increasing. It could well be that AIDS will be with us in the next 
ten to twenty years and we've just got to live a little differently than we used to. 
I think, in a sense, terrorism is the political equivalent of AIDS. 
McLean: I don't think the U.S. really could have condemned Libya in any 
other way. We tried, and because our allies weren't suppo$g us at the time, 
or at least not as strongly as we desired, it was up to us to show we were com
mitted. 

4. How will the U.S. bombing raid affect future relations with the Soviet 
Union, and our allies? 
Robison: One of the consequences of doing something like this is that you 
can't control the fallout effect. We have no idea how France, the U.S.S.R., or 
Thatcher will respond. 
Harris: With our allies, the evidence would seem to be that it 's already had a 
solutary effect, and if they are genuinely our allies it will continue to have a 
solutary effect, because allies who believe, as we do, in democracy and 
freedom are going to rally around us whenever such an action is called for. 
Thomas: I don't think the Soviets will hold it against us in tenns of whether 
this will affect our relations with Russia . . . my hunch is that it will be a ripple in 
relations rather than a break . . . In terms of our retations with other allies, I 
think the attack on Libya is going to change attitudes toward Americans 
forever, or at least for decades. 

5. In the event of another Libyan-sponsored terrorist attack, how should 
the U.S respond? 
Drier: I would not suppon another raid like this; it wouldn't do any 
good . .. unless he (Reagan) wants it to result in an all-out war. There are much 
better measures .. .I think what the Europeans are doing now, expelling the 
(Libyan) diplomats, is a very good step. 
Kay: A more interesting question is, what happens if we get evidence of a 
Syrian or Iranian sponsored terrorist attack? Are we going to bomb those 
countries as well? The question is, having done this now, where do we stop? 
Vaishampayan: In the event of another confirmed Libyan sponsored terrorist 
attack, I think the U.S. is obligated to attack again. If we don't, I think the first 
attack would have been in vain. 

Does might make right? 
by Luis Salazar K'89 

In the week following the United 
States raid on Libyan terrorist 
bases outside Benghazi and 
Tripoli, a hail of negative response 
is chipping away at the alleged 
value of the attack. President 
Reagan can now claim respon
sibility for the deaths of two 
Britons and a United States citizen 
held captive in Lebanon, all killed 
in retaliation for the strike against 
Libya. Their bodies were found by 
the side of a road just outside of 
Beirut Friday, April 18. There are 
currently eighteen foreigners, in
cluding six Americans, missing in 
Lebanon. 

President Reagan faces accusa
tions that the raid was planned to 
kill Khadafy, and although he 
maintains he "wasn't out to kill 
anybody" it is clear that very little 
sentiment is felt in the West for the 
thirty-seven Libyans who died. in
deed in many parts of the United 
States these statements would be 
laughed at ... even though one 
bomb was dropped approximately 
fifty yards away from Khadafy's of
fices , and on his personal guards 
and his command post. 

It is impossible to soon ascertain 
whether or not we actually did hit 
the French Embassy, regardless of 
Larry Speakes' statements that the 
Libyans caused the damage by 
launching anti-aircraft fire without 
radar guidance, but it is obvious 
that we have lost one Flll and 
one High-speed Anti Radiation 
Missile (HARM). The missile pro
bably went to the Soviets , but the 
whereabouts of the Flll are 
unknown. If it has been recovered 
and sent to the USSR, all of the 
highly sophisticated electronics, 
including the new Pave Tack laser 
targeting system, can now be used 
against us. The plane itself would 
be fairly useless, as it dates back 
to the Vietnam era, but the new 
hardware, combined with the 
HARM technology, will immediate
ly close gaps between United 
States-Soviet military technology. 

Not all of the demonstrations 
against us have been peaceful: the 
military was forced to evacuate the 
American embassy in Sudan after 
repeated threats, and barely 
restrained mob movements made 
staying appear idiotic. A bomb 
was found April 19 at the entrance 
of the Koc-American Bank in 
Turkey, and was defused safely. 
Also in Turkey, four Libyans are 
being held for attempting to attack 
the United States Officer's Club in 
Ankara. Yet another attempt at ter
rorism was aborted on April 18, 
when Nezar Hindawi, an Arab, hid 
a bomb in the luggage of his 
British bride to be, and told her to 
fly alone, on El AI flight 016 to Tel 
Aviv. The bomb, large enough to 
destroy the plane, was found by 
Heathrow Airport security in the 
faIse bottom of one of her brief
cases. 

Franco-American and Soviet
American relations are also suffer
ing, as Gorbachev has canceled 
plans to hold nuclear disarmament 
talks in the near future . The 
French are more than miffed at 
allegations of conspiracy combin
ed with a bizzarre display of 
perverse American nationalism: 
the inhabitants of Kennesaw, 
Georgia, some of them taking the 
day off of work, bwned French 

flags, books, and, in a scintillating 
display of mental deficiency, 
french fries, to protest the refusal 
of the French to let us use their 
airspace in the raid. Hopefully, 
more Americans were embarass
ed by this aberrant, self-righteous 
outburst, but one can never be 
sure in a country that made Rambo 
into a national hero . ... 

Nor does our government pre
tend that terrorism will not in
crease as a result of the attack; 
Speakes said in hours follOwing 
the raid that "We are prepared for 
an increase in terrorism." The 
question of how one prepares for 
terrorism looms above these self
assured remarks. And as Italy's 
Prime Minister Bettino Craxi 

Abu Nidal, whose name means 
"father of the struggle"and who 
we cannot eliminate through bom
bing Libya. Behind this whole 
scenario it is possible to observe 
the Soviets, supplying weapons to 
Libya, more to Syria, and clearly 
ef\joying an advantage in the divi
sion of the NATO countries in the 
week after the incident. They now 
have all the justification they need 
to maintain a hard front of rhetoric 
and non-negotiation for months. 
They have, since the attack, reaf
firmed their right to use the 
M~diterranean and the airspace 
above it, a gesture interpreted by 
the Reagan administration to mean 
that they will move part of their 
fleet into the area. 

Perhaps the most crucial point we seem 
to have overlooked is that terrorism is en
tirely dissimilar to conventional warfare. 

points out, our approach has been 
less than perceptive so far. 

Perhaps the most crucial point 
we seem to have overlooked is that 
terrorism is entirely dissimilar to 
conventional warfare. It need 
have no set base, no commander, 

'. and is in fact working properly 
when it is decentralized into 
"cells." Each cell consists of a 
small group of people, only one of 
whom gives and receives orders 
from above. Thus it is naturally 
resistant to intelligence penetra
tion, and to conventional attacks, 
because it has no vulnerable 
spot ... not even Khadafy. We 
also seem to have forgotten that 
the actual perpetrator of Rome and 
Vienna attacks is Syrian. He is 

As ex-Iranian hostage Morehead 
Kennedy remarked when he spoke 
at K last term, there is no higher 
honor in Islam than to die by the 
sword. The British, on April 22, 
arrested twenty-one Libyans who 
planned to fly planes from a flight 
school they attended into targets 
selected by Khadafy. Clearly, this 
does not bode well for any conven
tional methods. But how many in 
the Reagan administration know 
or care to know anything about 
Islam? And how many continue to 
see force as the prevailing factor 
in a war against an enemy who has 
no base, and can with only 
minimal training sacrifice himself 
and innocent civilians on 
Khadafy's altar to Islam? 

"Well, I know Khadafy's up there somewhere ... " 
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No other choice. • • 

by Lisa Hamish K'S7 
and Mandy Whitney K'S7 

On April 14, the United States 
government launched an air raid 
attack on military bases in Tripoli 
and Benghazi, Libya. This attack 
was in direct response to the April 
5 terrorist bombing of the West 
Berlin LaBelle discotheque. The 
United States National Security 
Agency obtained unquestionable 
proof of hand in the bombing 
(Time, April 21 ). While the 
Reagan administration has stated 
that the bombing of Libya was in
deed in direct response to the 
West Berlin attack, many in
cidents-perhaps ones that the 
public are not aware of-led up to 
this attack. 

"Khadafy is obsessed with wip
ing Israel off the map, and he is 
convinced that only America 
stands in his way. Khadafy 
believes that without the United 
States, Israel could not continue to 
exist. " (Time, April 21). Khadafy's 
friend and accomplice, Abu Nidal, 
who claims credit for the Rome 
and Vienna airport Christmas kill
ings, in addition to the Achille 
Lauro incident, stated that in an 
exclusive interview with the Ger
man Der Spiegel magazine , 
"When we have the chance to do 
just the smallest harm to the 
Americans, we don't hesitate. It is 
a war of life and death between us 
and the Americans." Khadafy sup
ported Idi Amin by sending troops 
to Uganda, for he " ... views black 
Africa as a principal arena for forg-

ing a group of anti-Western radical 
states that will strengthen Libyan 
influence ... and confer upon 
Khadafy status as a world leader" 
(Newsweek, January 13). During 
the past several years, Khadafy 
has aided such organizations as 
the Irish Republican Anny, the 
Basque and Corsican separatists, 
guerillas in the Philippines and lef
tist groups in Central America 
(Newsweek,January 13). In light 
of these facts Khadafy's intentions 
are obvious: he wants status as a 
world ieader. His methods for 
achieving such status are contrary 
to the mores of international 
peace. 

tions, they would have been suc
cessful in deterring Khadafy. 

History has shown us, with the 
events of World War II, that an 
isolationist policy does more harm 
than good. For approximately ten 
years, the United States has turned 
the other cheek in regard to 
Khadafy's actions. This method 
has proven unsuccessful, as 
Khadafy's terrorist acts have per
sisted. 

The West Berlin incident could 
be viewed as the straw that broke 
the camel's back. Helpless 
American citizens are being killed 
by this man. The United States 
military attack on Libya is the only 

The United States military attack on 
Libya is the only fonn of retaliation 
Khadafy appears capable of understan
ding . .. Our quarrel was not with the Li
byan people, but with their leader. 

What should be done to 
ameliorate this situation? Many 
people would like to see Khadafy 
quietly eliminated, however, the 
United States cannot sanction 
state-endorsed terrorism, Khadafy
style. To do so would be a viola
tion of national policy. Therefore, 
a secret CIA assassination squad 
is not the answer. Months ago, the 
United States imposed economic 
sanctions against Libya, yet these 
did little harm. Perhaps if these 
sanctions had included an oil em
bargo and had also been sup
ported by western European na-

form of retaliation Khadafy ap
pears capable of understanding. 
Reagan has stated that " ... all 
precautions be taken to minimize 
casualties to Libyan civilians" 
(Time. April 21). Our quarrel is 
not with the Libyan people, but 
with their leader. We cannot 
categorically judge whether the 
United States actions were right or 
wrong. The United States was ac
ting in self-defense in the bombing 
of Benghazi and Tripoli. We can 
only hope that our measures will 
prevent a string of future terrorist 
attacks. 

US: Leader in peace or terrorism? 
by Ruth Ann Church K'S6 

"Actions speak louder than 
words" is a truism that the Reagan 
administration and the majority of 
the American public seem to have 
grossly misinterpreted. In attemp
ting to show Libya we mean what 
we say when we demand an end to 
terrorism, we have only reinforced 
the belief that political goals can 
be reached through violent action. 

The criminals at hand are ter
rorists, and I agree with the 
Reagan administration 1 00 per
cent that the United States should 
be making direct efforts to stop 
these terrorists . After all , 
Americans are a peace-loving peo
ple (we are still saying we want 
peace, aren't we?). However, this 
very claim of promoting peace is 
completely invalidated by the "ac
tion" of violent military attack on 
Libya. 

The fact that violence con
tradicts most American ideology 
may be understandably overlook
ed if the end result is quite 
desireable; for example, the United 
States' participation in World War 
II. Unfortunately, our 
attack on Libya will not achieve 
the desired deterrence of ter
rorism. The attack has already pro
duced many distinctly undesirable 
results: 

Khadafy is assigned powers he 
does not possess. The political 
hysteria that rules Iran, as well as 
Libya, Lebanon, and all too much 
of the Arab world, is heightened. 
Khadafy isn't likely to be in-

timidated and will probably feel 
more inclined to attack American 
citizens and property. Libya has 
gained more support than ever 
from Arab states and possibly the 
USSR. 

It is difficult to understand how 
anyone could imagine that the at
tack would have any positive ef
fects. Past experiences should 
have clued the administration that 
this attack would not deter ter
rorism. Nine years of Vietnam pro
ved the futility of bombing runs 
against guerrilla targets. The 
lesson in Israel and Lebanon 
taught that the motive of revenge 
leads only to heavier casualties 
and militarization of the state. 

The faulty rationale of military 
attack as a means of deterring ter
rorism is simply inexcusable. 

The immediate question, then , 
of "What are the alternatives to 
military action?" is easily 
answered. The end to terrorism is 
a world goal and we should work 
toward a coordinated international 
effort to control and eliminate it. 
"Terrorism is crime and should be 
punished as crime; it is a matter 
for the police, not the army. If the 
Reagan administration cannot 
find , identify, or arrest any of the 
people who explode bombs in air
ports, then it should organize 
more effective surveillance" 
(Chicago Tribune, April IS). 

West Germany, France, Italy, 
Belgium and the rest of the Euro
pean Common Market have 
already begun to enact diplomatic 
solutions to end terrorism while 
s imultaneously condemning the 

United States attack. Only Britain 
defended the American strike 
against Libya. 

First of all, Europeans have 
agreed to increase diplomatic con
tracts with the United States, the 
Soviet Union, the Arab League and 
nations professing non-alignment 
to discuss terrorism and ways of 
combating it. Hans von den Brock 
of the Netherlands said, "We feel 
only a real international endeavor 
can possibly provide adequate 
answers to the problems of inter
national terrorism ... Members of 
the trading bloc will improve in
telligence cooperation to find 
potential terrorists ." (Chicago 
Tribune, April IS). 

The point is obvious. Americans 
need to quickly reevaluate the ef
fectiveness of violence as opposed 
to peaceful methods in the fight 
against terrorism. A change in the 
American public's point of view is 
crucial and oerhaps tantamount to 
a change in the administration 's 
actions. Former President Carter, 
a noted expert in the field of 
politiCS of the Middle East and 
North Africa, said: " We have miss
ed the opportunity to reduce ter
rorism in the future . We have 
become guilty of an act of violence 
that has not accomplished 
anything"(Chicago Tribune, April 
IS). 

This time we have "blown it," 
but a conscious effort to model our 
actions afte r those a lready 
employed by the Europeans and 
thereby effectively take a stand 
against te rrorism may still be 
possible. 

From the editor 
Everyone's a critic. •• 

by David Torresen K'S7 

I always anticipated that my first column as editor of the Index would 
tackle something thematically grandiose. I hoped to provide cogent com
mentary on our pathetic human condition. I expected to better humanity 
through my steadfast ideological stance. I'd simultaneously preach, in
form, ovelWhelm, dazzle, enlighten, stupefy, and entertain. 

So much for grand ambition; I've decided to whine for ten paragraphs. 
Over the past three weeks, as I've traversed through our fair campus, I, 

David Torresen, have become synonymous with the word Index. Many 
people have taken it upon themselves to offer their insights and opinions 
regarding the quality of the new-improved, back-following-a-four-month
hiatus, Index Weekly. 

These remarks, offered by students, faculty, administrators, staff, and 
my grandmother alike, have varied greatly in sentiment; most, I believe, 
were offered with much sincerity. Favorable remarks have ranged from 
the frequent "how incredibly ambitious of you to attempt a weekly format," 
to "how exciting it must be to revitalize the campus newspaper after a 
quarter without it," to somewhat cruder variations such as "ya golla like 
that Index." Some of these remarks came from people steeped in jour
nalistic disciplines, with a literate and perceptive comprehension of exact
ly what in a newspaper indicates quality. Other remarks came from people 
who understand what an enormous effort it is for a staff such as ours to 
voluntarily assemble, from scratch, a material product week after week. 
Others who remarked simply liked the pretty PICtures. Regardless of the 
originators, I valued their comments greatly. Naturally, everyone loves a 
pat on the back, and these pats are especialiy soothing following an all
night layout session. 

How shall this, or any campus newspaper, for that matter, serve? Should 
it serve primarily as a promotional newspaper, previewing upcoming 
events ... a sort of glorified, fattened-up Daily Bulletin , drumming up atten
dance and recruiting the masses? Or as an historical paper, recording and 
reviewing all monumental events, after they occur, for posterity and 
preservation in the archives? As an exercise in the rigidly-defined jour
nalistic process, or as a diverse grab bag of writing styles? As a name
dropping, exclusive little rag wherein students can search for friends' 
names and faces each issue? As an advocate or as an attacker of ad
ministrative activities? As P.R. or protest? As frivolity or furor? As a weekly 
diversion in SAGA, serving solely to prompt a few guffaws over one's 
calico skillet? 

Actually, I could probably make a good argument for any of the above 
"formats." Yes, promoting activities for various offices, departments, 
teams and organizations is enormously valuable, and much needed on an 
all too complacent campus. Yes, I would like to think that each and every 
issue of the Index is wholesome and "positive" enough to send home to 
our parents and to prospective students. Yes, I like to see my name and 
friends ' names in print. Yes, I frankly admit that the humor page was 
always the first thing I'd tum to. Yes, we need more features , more news, 
more sports, more arts, more photographs, more everything. 

Unfortunately, we have only four precious pages per week; we have a 
quarter which rues by at brelikneck speed; and we have an entirely volun
tary staff-unpaid both monetarily and academically-which puts in more 
hours per week than I, or anyone, could have ever imagined. Only so 
much can be done. It is my belief that, at least this quarter, the Index 
should serve flfSt and foremost as a paper which generates opinlons of 
anyone remotely involved with the campus community, and that includes 
any student, faculty member, American, foreigner, director of counseling, 
parent, Student Commission member, alumnus, or peace marcher. As 
students, we are all too restrained in acknowledging, defining, and finally 
voicing our attitudes, and the Index is one of very few forums which can 
foster that process. This is the main thrust of our chosen format , and due 
to space limitations, all else must unfortunately serve subordinately to that 
goal . 

Please continue to flag me down on the quad with enthralled, enrap
tured, and if need be, enraged responses to our campus newspaper. 
Please continue to submit letters to the editor; the Index mailbox hasn't 
seen such activity in quite a spell. And if you are truly earnestly concerned 
with the current directions of this paper, please attend our weekly post 
mortem/pre'planning sessions, every Sunday at 9:30 in the Index office. 
Observe, listen, talk, and, if you can, volunteer to contribute time, words, 
and energies yourself. The only way to effect constructive change in 
anything on this campus-or elsewhere, I suppose-is to willingly involve 
yourself in the process. 
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Alcohol policy 
letter opposed 

Dear Editor: 

I am writing in response to Tim McLean's protest about the alcohol policy 
being ignored. Tim's main complaint seems to be that the policy is not consis
tent, and som~mes not followed at all. I think he is right in wanting a clear 
statement and procedure to uphold the alcohol policy, but there are some 
aspects of this that he seems to have overlooked. 

As a sophomore at Kalamazoo College, I have read my student handbook 
and attended many campus parties. The alcohol policy states that a party may 
not exceed 30 people in a suite and lOin a private room. It also states that the 
party must be contained within the area registered; ID's must be checkecd 
and only those of age with stamped hands may consume alcoholic beverages. 
The activity registration form states that 20 percent of the money spent on 
beverages must be used for non-alcoholic beverages and that food/snacks 
must be served at any activity where there are alcoholic beverages served. 
The fmal note on the registration form says that "Alcohol must not be given 
away or provided at any activity where there is an admission charge or dona
tions requested, unless a 24-hour liquor license has been obtained in ad
vance," 

In the two years I have been here, I have attended parties that have had 
more than 30 people in a suite. I have never had my ID checked. I have seen 
parties grow and spread to other suites and into the halls. Only once at a party 
did I see non-alcoholic beverages provided, and never have I seen any food or 
snacks at a registered party. Finally, I have been requested to submit "dona
tions" at numerous parties (even when I haven't been drinking) and saw no 
evidence of a liquor license on the premises. 

In Tim's article, I saw no mention of any of these issues even though they 
make up an equal part of the alcohol policy. I am asking Tim and the rest of 
the student body if they are willing to follow all the rules and regulations pro
vided for in the alcohol policy before making such strong accusations. 

To the editor: 

Sincerely, 
Meredith Robertson K'88 

We are writing in response to Tim McLean's letter of April 18. While we 
share some of Tim's frustrations with the process for party registration and 
regulation at Kalamazoo College, we feel that Tim's letter was maccurate in its 
implications about the Spanish House. We would like to make it clear that at 
no point in this quarter has there been any destruction of any type in the 
Spanish House as the result of a party or of any other activity, as was sug
gested m Tim's letter. We feel that the reputation of the Spanish House has 
been damaged by these inaccuracies. 

Lisa Ehlert K'87 
Maureen Kerr K'86 

Ben White K'87 

Jose Martin, house manager 
Chris Vreeland K'86 
Tracy Rideout K'86 

Editor's note: The following letter, submitted by Anne Bakker, housing coor
dinator and head resIdent of Trowbridge Hall, originally included extended ex
cerpts from the Kalamazoo College alcohol policy. Due to space limitations, 
these excerpts were unfortunately omitted; readers are encouraged to review 
the policy as stated in the student handbook. 

Dear Editor: 
This is in re~ponse to the letter that Tim McLean wrote in your last issue of 

the Index. First and foremost I would like to say that what Tim said is "the 
alcohol policy" is incorrect, and that he should do his homework before he 
makes a statement about how the policy is being interpreted. What Tim talked 
about as a policy is only a recommendation by the Campus Life Committee of 
what it would like to see happen. What Student Services agreed to was to try It 
the way the members of the CLC suggested. Dean La Plante agreed to try this. 
Agreeing to try something does not make it policy. Also, what was agreed to 
was to try it for fall quarter of the 1985-86 school year, not the entire year. It 
has not yet been assessed as to whether this should be implemented as 
policy. 

Tim also stated in his letter that nothing was ever sent out explaining how 
parties were to be registered. This also is incorrect; in talking with John 
Heroldt about this, he pulled out of his file a letter that entitled "Party Registra
tion Instructions," dated February 13, 1986. This was given to all head 
residents and floor advisors, who were asked to post this. Tim also stated in 
his letter that he asked John Heroldt what happened to the "policy" to instate 
smaller parties. In reply to that, I would just like to say read section ill of the 
alcohol policy implementation. If Tim wanted a small party without a keg he 
could have had one in his own suite with under thirty people without register
ing it. 

According to the registration form that was turned in by the suite friends 
Tim mentions who wanted a small party after the Foreign Study dance. I 
would like to point out that this form was for four kegs and 60 people. This, m 
my opinion, is not a small party. Four kegs of beer is a total of 500 sixteen 
ounce glasses, which is a great deal of beer for a small get-together. (Informa
tion about kegs was given by a manager at Tiffany's Liquor Store.) 

The weekend that is in question there was a great deal going on. In addition 
to the party that was registered for Friday evening, there were also other alter
natives for students. One could have gone to Club K and gone dancing. One 
might have gone to the Film Society movie, or even to one of the sporting 
events that were going on that day. Then on Saturday there was the Food, 
Power and Earth Group party and the Foreign Study dance. Is it fair to com
pete with these events, not to mention the Saturday night Film Society show
ing plus a party off campus? Again, I would like to point out that a small get
together could have been held and it would not have had to be registered. And 
according to Tim's suggestion that there be smaller parties and less over
crowding, why did he not just have a small get-together with his friends? 

Tim seems to think that everyone on this campus needs to have at least two 
parties to go to. Did it ever occur to him that maybe people like to do other 
things besides party? He also is in favor of what the CLC recommended, 
which I read as wanting parties to be assessed week by week, yet he now 
wants it to be straight across the board. Speaking for myself, I wish that he 
would decide how he wants it to be. Either he wants someone to assess these 
parties and the need for more than two week by week, or he wants there to be 
a set number. 

At an institution such as a small liberal arts college like K, there are rules 
and poliCies which are set for reasons which mayor may not be to each in
dividual's liking, but we need to respect those who try to implement these 
policies to the best of their ability. I would suggest that instead of attacking a 
person's credibility, Tim should first stop and try to fmd out why something is 
done the way it is done and then seek out the facts. I keep asking myself, as I 
re-read Tim's letter, what happened to respect for other people and especially 
people who are your elders. To write a letter such as the one written last week, 
making incorrect charges and accusations, is unfair to the entire K campus. 

Sincerely, 
Anne Bakker 

I don't want to argue with you 
by Mila Visser 't Hooft K'89 

the Netherlands 

"But aren't Rambo and Red Dawn 
just as much delusive propaganda 
as what the Russians show about 
Americans?", I asked. "No," my 
American cousin answered, 
"because we have a choice in 
whether we want to see it or not. " 
"The Russians can tum off their 
televiSions, too, H I replied, "that's 
not the issue. My point is that both 
sides, Americans too, show only 
one, negative side of their op
ponents." "Let's drop it," he said, 
"I don't want to argue with you." 

I was utterly disappointed. Final
ly, after a couple of weeks, my 
cousin and I had an interesting 
discussion, but as soon as the 
debating started, he backed out. 

There is something that makes 
Americans (if you allow me to 
generalize) afraid of having an in
tense dispute. In the Netherlands it 
is one of our favorite pastimes. 
Walk into any "brown cafe" and 
you can take part in a debate with 
total strangers. I must admit that 
sometimes it takes a few beers and 
all the soccer scores of the last 
week before controversial topics 

. are addressed. 
Between class periods, my 

friends and I would frequently 
discuss the latest political, moral, 
social, and school-related issues. 
The discussions could get pretty 
hot. We were from different 
backgrounds, our families read 
differently affiliated newspapers 
(from politically right wing to far 
left), we would all watch the 
various news programs and 
documentaries associated with dif
ferent political and religious 
groups, and our views differed 
widely. Carla was very much op
posed to abortion; Simone would 
be all for it. Carla thought we 
should put more cruise missiles in 
Holland, because we were, after 
all, a part of NATO; Simone would 
walk in peace marches for 
unilateral nuclear disarmament. 
They respected each other's opi
nions and found enough in com
mon to remain very close friends. 

Listening to and partaking in a' 
debate makes you alert and 
careful to be precise and sure 
about what you say. It is the big
gest spon to attack the premises 
and reasonings of your opponent. 
It is the greatest virtue to accept 
that you're wrong when your view
point is not sustainable. Mostly, 
though, we could hold on to our 
own opinions until the bell rang 
and classes started again. 

I have been in America long 
enough to realize that having a 
verbal fight with your friends is not 
done here. I don't think I would 
feel comfortable to do so now, 
since I haven't followed the news 
as closely as I did in Holland, and I 
wouldn't dare to defend a view
point without having enough 
background information. 

Parent responds to 
counseling policy 

Dear Editor, 
If I am paying the $11,500 as 

a parent, I think I would like to 
be contacted if a life crisis 
arose and my child needed 
counseling. They should sign 
a statement giving the counsel
ing office this privelege on ad
mission to the school. If the 
student is paying his own way, 
then that is a different story. If 
the person is going for 
academic counseling that is 
another story. 

Jerome F. Mancewicz, M_D_ 
an alumna's parent 

Maybe that is the reason that 
Americans don't practice the art of 
debate; most people here are just 
not "up on" current issues. It may 
be one of the reasons, but I don't 
see that as the major cause. All 
through the history of this country, 
most immiiJrants have tried to "fit 
in. " In this land of individual 
freedom, the idea of the melting 
pot is still preVailing. To voice 
your opinion might cause you to 
be labelled as "different" or 
"weird," or maybe even "un
American. " But isn't speaking up 
the most American thing to do? 

Apart from that, a lot of people 
don't want to hurt other people's 
feelings, or their own, and they 

don 'I want to ruin a nice at
mosphere. When I get in a discus
sion with someone, I do so not 
because I wish to convert that per
son to my ideas, but because I like 
to debate. I want to expose myself 
to other people's opinions so that I 
can compare their reasoning with 
mine, and if I think it necessary, 
change my ideas about certain 
topics. If you are not willing to 
change a mellow, sometimes 
bland atmosphere into a vivid, hot, 
and-yes-even agressive at
mosphere, you will never get in 
touch with other perspectives, and 
you will keep living on your own 
island of perceptions. 

Is this the true face of American 
individualism? 

Foreign Accent IS an Index column devoted to cultural comparISon; in II, 
any foreign student is encouraged to share his or her insights on American 
attitudes and lifestyles, as opposed to atlltudes and lifestyles elsewhere. 
Any interested columnists for future issues should contact Index staff 
member Mila Visser 't Hooft K·89. 
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"Societies" reconsidered 
by jeffrey Kuipers K'87 

In the ongoing quest for both 
organizational continuity and a more 
high-spirited studentlcampus life, the 
Campus Life Committee (CLC) of Stu
dent Commission is once again study
ing the reactivation of Greek societies. 
The societies, originally known as 
"literary societies," were last 
evaluated in 1978. 

Student Commission President Tim 
McLean K'86 said that President 
David Breneman and the College 
trustees, at February's trustee 
meeting, expressed an interest in the 
possible reinstatement of these 
societies, which were fmally voted out 
of existence in 1970 as a result of the 
adoption of the K Plan and the na
tionallinternational, rather than cam
pus, focus of student activism during 
the 1960s. 

well-defmed social roles. Each society 
was provided with a room for weekly 
meetings, (seven society rooms were 
designated upon the completion of the 
Hicks Center in 1971), developed its 
own budget, generated officers and 
programs, and sponsored formal 
dances, intramural competitions, 
festivals, and major college events 
(homecoming, etc.). Funds were rais
ed through the collection of dues, fund
raising projects, and allocations from 
the Dean of Students. 

Dewey described one of the 
strengths and purPOses of the society 
system as being the foundation of a 
certain sense of continuity and 
"belonging." To this end, the groups 
were free to furnish and decorate their 
respective rooms according to the 
tastes of their members. One result of 
the emphasis placed upon this group 
belonging was the collective identities 

McLean said that student attitudes may have 
shifted sufficiently to spur a renewed interest in 
the societies, but is not predicting their reap
pearance in the near future. 

A series of fact sheets compiled in 
1978 by Dean Robert Dewey, then 
vice-president of Student Services, ex
plained that these literary SOCieties, 
having flourished between 1851 and 
1970, were denied national affiliation 
as well as exclusivity in membership. 
The seven societies and their dates of 
inception were: Sigma Rho Sigma 
(1851), Phi Lambda (1855), Century 
Forum (1900), all men's societies; 
Alpha Sigma Delta (1920), 
Eurodelphian Gamma (1856), and 
Kappa Pi (1906), the corresponding 
women's societies, and Delmega 
(1950s) a coed society. 

CLC is currently analyzing the 
potential for campus enrichment 
through the existence of the SOCieties, 
which contributed to campus life chief
ly through educational and cultural ac
tivities, such as debates, forensics, lec
tures, fUms, trips, etc. They also had 

which developed among group 
members, such as "jocks" and "good 
dressers," as the fact sheet pointed 
out. 

Without a few key points provided by 
these fact sheets, one might say that 
these societies sound quite a bit like 
fraternities and sororities. What may 
prevent them from evolving into full
fledged "Greek societies" are the stan
ding guidelines for society procedures. 
Although pledging was a part of the 
society ritual, all hazing or initiation 
practices would be prohibited. Each 
society would be also required to have 
at least two faculty or staff advisors. 
Soliciting funds from alumni-a com
mon frat/sorority practice-would also 
be prohibited, and an annual 
finance/budget report would be due to 
the vice president for Student Services 
and CLC. Any overt or implicit ex
clusivity would be strictly prohibited, 

and societies must not be concentrated 
in or control any houses, dorms, or 
sections of dorms as society "turf." 

In order to insure the practice of in
clusivity within the society system, an 
Inter-Society Council was formed by 
college decree which included 
members of all seven societies and 
whose PUrPQse was to insure that each 
student be invited to join at least one 
society. The student was free to 
decline this invitation, although it ap
pears that societies enjoyed substan
tial suPpOrt. The reactivation of more 
than one society would necessitate 
another such council to stress 
adherence to the inclusive tradition. 

On the question of reactivation of 
these societies, still pertinent though 
last discussed in 1978, Dewey offered 
several guidelines. Any group of 
students wishing to explore society 
functions should consult with the cur
rent Dean of Students, Marilyn La 
Plante, submitting a statement of pur
pose and a proposed constitution. 
Final approval of reactivation would 
rest with the president, on the recom
mendation of CLC and the approval of 
Student Commission. Student Services 
would then attempt to provide a room 
for society meetings and activities, 
locate materials stored away after the 
dissolution of the groups in 1970, and 
ge'!erate seed funds for operation. _ 

Mclean felt that the lack of quarterly 
continuity could present a real pro
blem for such societies, with students 
being off campus at odd intervals, and 
also suggested that the obstacles to the 
success of a society system are the 
same which brought about its original 
disintegration: the discontinuity of stu
dent panicipation under the K Plan, 
lack of focus on intra-campus life 
among the students, and a disinterest 
in the general notion of literary 
societies. Mclean said that student at
titudes may have shifted sufficiently to 
spur a renewed interest in the 
SOCieties, but is not predicting their 
reappearance in the near future. What 
is more likely, he said, is the restruc
turing of existing student organiza
tions. 

~ s!,irited I!emadeNe ,Caldwell X'87:, in t~e abow shot, can be spotted tuming a cartwheel beside 
Lenm s tomb m Moscow s Red Square. I.enrn was not amused, "said Caldwell who spent her fall and 
winter quarters primarily in Copenhagen_ ' 

_photo by Susie Webb K'SS 

We got it stroight from the horse's mouth: lomorrow's X'lucky Derby 
promises to be a dazzling display of equestrian expertise_ Above, the 
gender-bending duo of john andjay Hoinville X'86 proctice/or the big 
day. john seems unfortunately hindered by a few obstacles. 

It's off to the races. •• 

by Heather Laymon K'89 

Festivities for K's armual equestrian extravaganza, K'tucky Derby, begin 
this afternoon at 4 with the K'tucky Derby Tennis Tournament at Stowe 
Stadium. Then, tomorrow at 1 pm, it's off to the races, as the fanfare, horse 
showings, and audience betting will begin at Angell Field. Races will begin 
at 2 pm for the yearlings (freshmen), and the studs (senior men), the fUlies 
(all women), and for the final K'tucky Derby races. 

Following the races there will be an award ceremony for the winners, 
and those names with winning bets will be entered into a raffie, to be held 
at the evening's dance. Prizes for the raffie include dinners for two and 
clothing discounts. The dance will last from 9 pm to 1 am, and will feature 
the band jady Kurrent, back by popular request following last year's 
K'tucky performance. Refreshments will include watermelon boats with 
fruit, vegetables, crackers, and cheese. During the night the Quadstop will 
show a videocassette of the day's races on its large screen television. 

Interviews with various jockeys and horses insure that Saturday's races 
will be very competitive. Eric Moore K'89, in revealing his strategy, said he 
planned "to hide my jockey's (Wee Willie Wassum's) meal card, in the 
hope that 1 can get her light enough so 1 won't collapse." jockey "Anne
Marie" said that "my previous experience as a jockey has taught me the 
use of a whip in getting the best performance out of my horse." 

john Stuit K'87, riding Dave and judy's Toy, explained, "I'm confident 
ou~ chances are good because Toy has been running like a ray of sun
shine, and God is on our side. " Lisa Di Martino K'89 said, "1 think we have 
a good chance of winning because wherever Kurt 'Say Yes To Indiana' 
Brubaker goes, he leaves a trail of manure. Hopefully this will slow down 
the others." 

African agriculture analyzed 
by Peggy Finnegan K'87 

Yesterday, the Food, Power and Earth Group presented its symposium 
entitled "African Agriculture: Problems of Production and Distribution." 
The featured speakers were Dr. Parker Shipton, who spoke at 4 pm, and 
Ketema Yifru, who spoke at 7:30 pm in the Olmsted Room. Each lecture 
was followed by a response from the other speaker, as well as a questIon 
and answer session. 

Shipton, assistant professor of anthropology at Harvard University, has 
spent several years on the Kenya-Tanzania border studying its agricultural 
problems. In his discussion entitled "Problems m Africa, A Worm's Eye 
View," he approached the problem from the point of VIew of the small 
rural farmers. He spoke about the urban bias that exists in most African 
states; that is, the people in the cities have food, while the ones who pro
duce the food go hungry whenever famine strikes. He criticized most ex
isting development projects for their lack of integra lion, and the lack of 
cooperation between private and public relief programs. 

Yifru, from Ethiopia, has served in a variety of poSitions ranging from 
posts at the United Nations to his current position with the World Food Pro
gram. In his lecture entitled "Food Problems in Africa: Why?" , he focused 
on the macroeconomic aspects of the food production problems. Pointing 
to the shift from food production to the raising of cash crops as a major 
historical reason for the present plight in Africa, he said that it has led to 
an ever-increasing dependency on imports for their food supply. Another 
source of the problems, he said, has been Ihe low pnority that agriwlture 
has received [rom the African governments, but that "now the African 
governments admit that they have made mistakes in theIr policies and 
priorities." Yifru stressed that the developed countries have a responsibili
ty to help Africa, and that in doing so, our aid programs must not oruy pro
vide for the relief of the present famine, but also for the prevention of 
future famines. 

It became evident from their discussions that the crisis in Afnca will in 
no way be solved easily. Both Yifru and Shipton agreed that food aid must 
be coordinated with programs to help the small farmers increase their pro
duction and become more self-sufficient. The symposIUm showed that 
although the public outcry against the famines in Africa seems to have 
died out, the problem is still very much alive. 



A Touchy Subject: 
Examining faculty/student sexual relations 

College policies defined 
by Chris Corcoran K'87 

In attempting to examine faculty/student sexual relations and the ad
ministrative policies concerning them at Kalamazoo College, it is crucial to 
first distinguish between entirely separate documents: the Sexual Harass
ment Policy Statement and the newly-composed bylaw concerning 
faculty/student relations. 

Sexual harassment, as defined on pages 21 and 22 of the fall 1985 
Kalamazoo College Student Handbook, is described as "an attempt to 
coerce an unwilling person into a sexual relationship, or to subject a per
son to unwanted sexual attention, or to punish a refusal to comply, or to 
create sexually intimidating, hostile or offensive educational or work en
vironment" 

What may rightfully be defmed as "sexually intimidating, hostile or of
fensive"? According to Bernice R. Sandler in her article entitled "Sexual 
Harassment: A Hidden Problem," printed in the winter, 1981 edition of 
the Educational Record, forms of harassment may include verbal harass
ment or abuse; subtle pressures for sexual activity; sexist remarks concer
ning one's clothing, patting or pinching; leering or ogling; brushing up 
against a body; demanding sexual favors accompanied by implied or 
overt threats concerning grades; and direct physical assault. 

The policy, as stated in the handbook, indicates that a written, signed 
complaint must be received prior to any formal administrative procedures. 
Formal investigations are handled by the College's Title IX officer, Dean 

of Students Marilyn La Plante. 
Onjune 3, 1985, the Kalamazoo College faculty passed a bylaw resolu

tion which states that "sexual relationships between Kalamazoo College 
faCility and Kalamazoo College students are unacceptable and constitute 
personal and professional misconduct. Such actions may be considered 
adequate cause for termination under the provisions of section VIII of the 
Plan of Employment for Teaching Faculty." The reasoning supporting this 
statement, as cited in the resolution is that "The faculty-student relation
ship, however warm or collegial, inherently involves disproportionate 
power and influence on one side and is thus liable to abuse. A sexual rela
tionship between a faculty member and a student can not only exploit this 
imbalance but also distort and inhibit the learning environment." 

Should a violation of this policy be suspected, Warren Board, as provost , 
is the operating administrator during informal procedures and is singly 
responsible for approaching the Faculty Senate, which in tum is to appoint 
a hearing committee. Board, obligated by section VIII of the Plan of 
Employment for Teaching Faculty, must speak with the involved faculty 
member: "formal proceedings for termination for adequate cause shall 
not be instituted until the provost has consulted with the affected member 
of the faculty in an effort to seek a mutually satisfactory solution (section 
VIII)." During these conversations, Board must try to determine whether, 
in fact, a sexual relationship exists, and if so, ask the faculty member to 
terminate the relationship. 

If the faculty member denies sexual involvement with a student, and 
Board has cause to believe otherwise, he is obligated to approach the 
Faculty Senate. ("The hearing will not be open to either members of the 
College community or the general public." {plan of Employment for 
Teaching Faculty, section VIII, B, 41 Board said that he must also talk with 
thl! person filing the complaint and, as a sign of commitment, request a 
written and signed document. (If the involved student is not ftIing the 
complaint, Board said that when he felt it necessary, he would initiate 
discussion with the student.) 

Board confirms that it's a "judgment call" on his part; the resolution of
fers "broad guidelines couched in common sense" that not only allow but 
insist that the provost handle each instance "case-by-case." As 
documented in the minutes of the faculty meeting on june 3, 1985, Board 
said that "discussion will always precede action, and in '95 percent of the 
cases,' it will probably not go any further. " (The "95 percent" figure was 
only Board's emphasis on how rarely he predicts formal actions will be 
taken.) Informal action is always documented and placed in the faculty 
member's confidential file . 

When questioned about his procedures previous to the bylaw resolution, 
Board explained, "I don't think I need to behave differently now that the 
resolution is in place, but now I have faculty support and a faculty stamp 
on what is appropriate action ." The purpose of the resolution, said Board, 
is to present a written expectation of faculty members concerning faculty 
behavior. "This is not an attempt to legislate morals, " Board said, as 
quoted in the minutes. 
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Faculty, students define and discuss 
by joni Overton K'B7 

and Margaret Wood K'B7 

A student casually strolls into a facul
ty member's office to obtain a needed 
signature for a deviation form. While 
signing the form the professor says 
with a smile, "That's nice perfume 
you're wearing-don 't get too close!" 

A student turns down a lunch invita
tion by a faculty member by leaving a 
polite note on the door of the 
professor's office. Soon after this she 
receives a letter in her own campus 
mailbox [rom the professor saying, 
"Sorry you couldn't make it to 
lunch . . . 1 got all dressed up for the oc-
casion .. . 1 wore my suit and tie. 
Perhaps another time?" 

A student agrees to have a casual 
lunch with a professor, thinking 
naturally that they will fJO to SAGA. In
stead, the professor says that he wants 
to go to a restaurant and then offers to 
pay for the student's lunch. On the way 
back [rom lunch he makes a detour to 
his house, suggesting that the student 
may be interested in the architecture 
and then asking if she would like to go 
inside. 

perience. Students I talk to are often 
terribly upset and angry, but blaming 
themselves is somehow easier than 
blaming a professor." 

As a male professor. Brant Pope, 
assistant professor of theatre and 
chairperson of the theater department, 
expresses his own concerns about 
teacher/student relationships. His posi
tion is difficult as an acting coach and 
director because this role requires 
close, personal interaction between 
teacher and student. He speaks of his 
need to give both physical and emo
tional reinforcement to the student 
without overstepping the bounds of a 
faculty/student relationship. The dif
ficulty of staying within these bounds, 
for Pope, lies both in the potential hero 
worship a student may develop 
towards a professor, and in the pro
fessor's own danger of using this posi
tion for power manipulation. "Harass
ment as we've come to understand it 
doesn't always mean purposeful, 
diabolical manipulation of a person," 
Pope states, "and professors have lost 
touch with how vulnerable students 
can be." He expresses the need for 
faculty members to be clear about 
their motives because "impres
Sionable students deal with impres-

ual relation often involves the usurping 
of the power of the faculty member 
pver the student." 

According to La Plante, no formal 
action has been taken through the sex
ual harassment or sexual relations 
policy, but this is not to say that pro
blems do not exist. She adds that some 
of the students are afraid to take action 
for fear of long term ramifications, 
namely unavoidable contact with a 
professor who is also an important 
member of the college staff at a small 
college. "There is no way that I can 
protect the student. If a faculty 
member wanted to penalize a student 
with a grade, it could be done, 
although to my knowledge, there are 
few faculty members who would 
retaliate in this manner. Willful sexual 
harassment on this campus is pro
bably relatively minor." La Plante does 
stress that there are many other ways 
of handiing a harassment problem 
without having to take formal action, 
such as having the student write a let
ter to the faculty member or having the 
faculty member approached about the 
problem by a member of the ad
ministration. 

La Plante adds, in conclusion, that 
the "real trick in dealing with sexual Would you call these students vic

tims of faculty/student sexual harass
ment? The women used in these ex
amples all expressed doubt over the 
validity of their claims of sexual 
harassment. If students, particularly 
female students, are being recognized 
primarily for their sexuality, are they 
being taken seriously as mature, in
telligent people, and are they being en
couraged to see themselves that way? 

Harassment as we've come to understand it 
doesn't always mean purposeful, diabolical 
manipulation of a person-Brant Pope 

Dr. Gail Griffin, associate professor 
of English and representative to the 
GLCA Women's Studies Program, 
speaks of the need for student 
awareness and for a recognition of the 
many aspects that must be included in 
the definition of sexual harassment. "A 
lot of women don't know that they're 
being sexually harassed because they 
are so used to it," says Griffm. "We 
learn to just take that. We take it on the 
streets all the time." Griffm states that 
there are two basic problems within 
society, and within a male 
faculty/female student relationship, 

sions." Pope agrees with the new sex
ual relations policy because he 
recognizes the potential power plays 
that can easily occur between faculty 
and student. 

Dr. Wade Robison, associate pro
fessor of philosophy, also 
acknowledges the danger of power 
plays between faculty and student, but 
is opposed to the new sexual relations 
policy and makes the distinction bet
ween that policy and the policy on sex
ual harassment. "Sexual harassment 
is legally actionable and there are laws 
to prohibit it," Robison says, "while 
the sexual relations policy deals with 
inherently private relationships bet
ween two people. It's very difficult to 

It's up to the faculty member to lay the founda
tion for relationships that don't undermine a stu
dent's sense of self-worth and dignity inside or 
outside the classroom-Gail Griffin 

that may lead to sexual harassment: 
the fact that normal behavior between 
men and women is problematic in 
itself, and the fact that the teacher/stu
dent relationship, particularly male 
teacher to female student, can be 
heavily charged with power and sex
uality. 

Griffm recognizes the difficulty that 
faculty members must face, "because 
there may well be a sexual attraction 
there; there may even be sexual ag
gression on the part of a student, 
though usually that's not the case. The 
point is, though, that we're supposed 
to be teachers. It's up to the faculty 
member to lay the foundation for rela
tionships that don't undermine a stu
dent's sense of self-worth and dignity 
inside or outside a classroom." 

When asked to speculate on the ef
fectiveness of the college's current 
poliCies on sexual relations and 
harassment, as well as why most cases 
go unreported, Griffm remarks that 
"the current policies exist mainly as 
tools for making people aware, rather 
than enforcing laws or prosecuting of
fenders. Cases go unreported because 
there is an awful lot of doubt and 
frustration on the student's part which 
undercuts her belief in her own ex-

get evidence of sexual relations. Even 
the admission of one party involved in 
actual sexual relations would probably 
be insufficient in a court of law where a 
great deal is at stake." 

Robison recognizes that although 
faculty/student relationships can work, 
it is an area always open to abuse and 
may-although not necessarily-lead 
to sexual harassment. He suggests bet
ter ways of dealing with the sexual 
misconduct of facul ty members than 
the use of legal action (such as refus
ing to raise salaries or give grants). 
and feels that the school, in creating a 
policy that prohibits all sexual rela
tions between faculty and student, is 
setting itself up for a lawsuit. Robison 
feels that the poUcy is too simple for 
the complexity of the issue. "How do 
you handle the issue?" he asks. "If you 
preclude all sexual relations. you very 
well may be invading on people's 
privacy, changing the kind of relation
ship they may want to have." 

From an administrative point of 
view, Dean of Students Marilyn La 
Plante also acknowledges the 
unavoidable existence of "power dif
ferentials" in all faculty/student rela
tions. La Plante stresses that "no 
equality exists to begin with, and a sex-

harassment on campus is to catch it 
early. By the time the administration 
hears about a problem, students are 
usually so angry that it's much harder 
to handle." Griffin, who has spent 
much time studying the problems of 
sexual harassment within a campus 
setting, adds that " the supposedly 
'lower level' forms of sexual 
harassment-embarrassing or in
timidating comments as opposed to 
sexual blackmail, for example-can 
sometimes be the most harmful, 
precisely because they are so subtle 
and so common. A student who is 
overtly sexually threatened knows it. 
But comments or gestures that make 
her self-conscious and ill-at-ease are 
often hard for her to see for what they 
really are, and hard for some faculty 
members to perceive as inappropriate 
and damaging." 

Female students, questioned on their 
opinion of the degree of seriousness of 
faCulty/student sexual harassment on 
campus, express their own concerns 
over the subtleties of the problem, and 
feel that "lower level" harassment is a 
fairly common occurrence at K. The 
students feel that the greatest pro
blems seem to develop from com
ments and insinuations made about 
the physical appearance of a student, 
thus making the student feel uncomfor
table and worried about the lack of 
seriousness with which she/he is 
treated. As a result, faculty/student 
relationships become strained, and 
students do not feel as if they can seek 
out a faculty member on the basis of an 
academiC or advisory need . 

How does sexual harassment affect 
the student? Neither of the two female 
students interviewed for this article felt 
that there were any academic conse
quences in their particular cases, but 
the experience did seem to have 
detrimental effects on the students' 
self-images as students engaged in 
scholarly activity. and tended to create 
anxiety with their respective pro
fessors outside of the classroom. One 
student did not feel that the incident 
greatly changed her attitude toward 
other male professors. while the se
cond student said that her episode has 
altered her perception of faculty/stu
dent relationships, making her "more 
suspect of men and their emotions." 



Opinion: 
Recognizing the subtleties 

of sexual harassment 
When I began looking into material for this article, and began asking 

people what they felt about the prevalence of sexual harassment on this 
campus, I have to say that I really didn't know what to expect. Unfor· 
tunately, I found that the more I talked to people, my hopes that it really 
was not a problem here on campus began to fade rapidly. I watched a pat· 
tern emerge: I would talk to one woman about experiences that had hap· 
pened to her, and usually before that had settled she would tell me of so· 
meone else she knew of who had also had problems-and they would tell 
me, and direct me to other people, and it went on and on. I was finding a 
great deal more than I had anticipated. In this emerging pattern, I also 
began to notice a common theme: each person questioned the validity of 
her assumptions-wondering if she was just being over'sensitive, or that 
perhaps she had unconsciously done something to bring the problems 
about. In all of the experiences, student/teacher relationships became 
strained-the learning process interrupted. The problem it seems, here 
on this campus at any rate, is highly subtle; it is something that perhaps a 
good majority do not even see as happening, but which is indeed a pro· 
blem that needs to be brought to everyone's attention. There is another 
common theme: besides feeling ul\iustified about their feelings, the 
overall majority of students keep silent about their concerns, and with due 
reason. Who wants to jeopardize their student status-or face the wrath 
that confrontations could entail? The avoidance method seems to be the 
easiest alternative, despite the fact that this allows problems to be 
perpetuated. 

Sexual harassment in any form stems from the 
.'Socialized roles that we have been educated to 
embody and incorporate into our lives, though 
this by no means justifies its presence. 

"You've got to face the facts here-sexual undertones exist between 
people-don't make this out to be something that it's not ... ," or "what's 
wrong with telling you that your perfume is highly seductive? I'm simply 
admiring your attractive qualities ... " I hear these voices in my head, 
voices that tell me and so many other students, that if I'm being sexually 
harassed-which in itself, I may be told, is highly unlikely-then perhaps I 
have done something to provoke those actions. Sexual harassment, 
especially in its subtler forms, is difficult to pinpoint and to combat. 
Perhaps a professor is completely unaware that actions are offensive to 
students, or perhaps that's a good line to use as a safeguard. No, there is 
nothing wrong with telling a student that she is beautiful or looks par· 
ticularly nice on a certain day, but when the comments about a student's 
physicality begin to interfere with the learning process, and begin to 
undermine a student's sense of self·worth because he/she is being related 
to as a body instead of a mind, something has indeed gone wrong. 

It occurs to me that sexual harassment in any form stems from the 
socialized roles that we have been educated to embody and incorporate 
into our lives, though this by no means justifies its presence. This problem 
applies to everyone and cannot be alleviated until it is acknowledged and 
brought out into the open. Making clearer definitions in a faculty/student 
relationship does not seem to be the answer-particularly when sexual 
harassment exists in so many other areas in our lives. But on this campus, 
don't we have the right to demand respect from both our teachers and our 
peers? Though confrontation is no easy task, if a relationship is already 
awkward there can't be too much to lose. Also, if the issue is brought into 
the open on a consistent basis, confrontations will be supported, and it 
seems that relationships all around will become ones fllied with more 
respect and understanding-not to mention that educational conditions 
will be more conducive to learning. 

joni Overton K'87 

Shoah to be shown 
by Mandy Whitney K'87 

Beginning this Sunday, Kalamazoo College, Western Michigan Universi· 
ty, and the Kalamazoo jewish Federation will jointly sponsor the fllm 
Shoah at the State Theater in downtown Kalamazoo. Touted as a "master· 
piece" by critics such as the late Simone de Beauvoir, Shoah is a nine·and· 
a·half hour film shown in two parts. The showing is the first in western 
Michigan and has been planned in col\iunction with the annual National 
Days of Remembrance of the Victims of the Holocaust, taking place during 
the week of May 4. 
Directed by Claude Lanzmann, a Parisian journalist, Shoah has been said 
to be no typical film. Instead of using newsreel footage, as has been done 
in the past for Holocaust documentaries, Lanzmann conducted interviews 
with survivors, witnesses, and participants of the Holocaust. Named after 
the Hebrew word for "annihilation," Shoah presents all aspects of 
genocide, from statistics to real·life accounts. 

Pauline Kael , the New Yorker fllm critic, said of the fllm that "All the cir
cuits are. busy-something that rarely happens at a movie. It's a genuinely 
challengmg expenence, a tonic. Shoah doesn't set you to thinking. When 
you come out, you're likely to feel dazed, and confirmed in your worst 
fears." The ftIm's implicit purpose, Keel explained, is to state that past and 
present hIstory are one-and that such a horrifying experience could in. 
deed again occur. 

P".rt one of Shoah will be shown Sunday, May 4th at 1 and 7 pm, and , 
contmumg dunng the week at the same times: Monday part two, Tuesday 
parts one and two, Wednesday parts two and one, and Thursday parts one 
and two. Tickets may be obtained from the box office of the Light Fine Arts 
Building, and the Film is free with a valid student !D. 

Thursday Nites: 
Quads top 

GAME NITES 
YOU bring your games, 

your cards, and your friends 

WE will provide 
FREE nachos and 25¢ pop 

monopoly 

trivial pursuit 

chess 

checkers 

spades 

yahtzee 

life 

euchre 

Susie Webb K'SS 

Pope, Breneman, Griffin and Dewey (pictured above), along with Balch, Boske~, 
Flesche and Thompson, star in White Cliffs, Blue Margarine, and Gold Stars, thIS 
weekend in Dalton Theater. 

WWll takes the stage 
by David Torresen K'87 

White cliffs, blue margarine, gold 
stars, WACs, the Blitz, the Bulge, Betty 
Grable, and the ball turret gunner. 
Whether on the battlegrounds or on 
the home front, these were all vital 
components of "the war to end all 
wars," and all will be recollected 
tonight and Saturday night at 8 pm as 
the Faculty Readers Theater presents 
its 27th annual production, White 
Cliffs, Blue Margarine, and Gold Stars, 
subtitled "your memories and ours of 
World War II in song, story and verse," 
in Dalton Theater. 

Nelda K. Balch, theater professor 
emeritus and director of the produc· 
tion, describes the show as being 
"nostalgic for those people who were 
in the war; and for those who weren't, 
or who were born later, it gives them a 
sense of history about what was going 
on at that time, in the United States and 
on the battleground." 

Faculty members in the production, 
in addition to Balch, will include Ger· 
man professor Dr. Margo Bosker, 
choral director judy Breneman, Dean 
Robert Dewey, political science pro· 
fessor Dr. Donald Flesche, English 
professor Dr. Gail Griffin, theater pro· 

fessor Brant Pope, and religion pro· 
fessor Dr. Mark Thompson. 

Balch compiled the material for this 
production herself, and describes its 
format as that of a collage, almost 
Brechtian in its straightforward repor' 
ting of events. The show combines 
literary pieces, such as the poetry of 
Anne Sexton and Charles Butler, and 
the prose of Farley Mowat; 
autobiographical recollections from 
the likes of fighter pilot Chuck Yeager 
and cartoonist Bill Malden; piano in· 
terludes; wartime newspaper ac· 
counts; and slides from assorted Life 
magazine photos depicting fighting 
units and pin'up girls. 

Other components of this theatrical 
collage, Balch said, will include two 
specialty song numbers: Frank 
Loesser's "They're Either Too Young 
or Too Old" (to be sung by Griffin, but 
originally warbled by Bette Davis in 
the wartime musical Thank Your Lucky 
Stars), which laments the absence of 
eligible men on the home front, and 
Noel Coward's ever·urbane "Don't 
Let's Be Beastly to the Germans" (to 
be sung by Breneman and Dewey), a 
song that was banned in wartime Bri· 
tain because its satirical sentiment was 
far too subtle for national morale. 

In addition, the faculty readers will 
share their personal reminiscences of 
wartime America . "Some of them 
weren't born yet, and some of them 
were children and have a very vague 
sense," said Balch. "There were a cou· 
pie of us who served at that time, so we 
have those personal experiences." 

In appraising the tone of her produc' 
tion, Balch was quick to explain that 
"This is not a glorification of war-we 
have good memories as well as 
devastating ones ... Some people 
have been concerned that it will be 
war propaganda. It isn't that ai all; it is 
essentially theater and it presents an 
event. It is certainly not for war. You'll 
see as we go through it how we feel 
about war, the tremendous danger, the 
tremendous loss of life, the tremen· 
dous material damage, and the abo 
solute devastation of the human spirit. 

"At the same time, it (the play) 
recognizes that during the war there 
was a camaraderie, a stamina, and the 
bonding together of people, because 
they were in intense situations, depen· 
ding on each other, pulling together for 
one goal, which was to free the world." 

Student admission to the LACC pro· 
duction will be 50 cents. 



Oceans apart: K and LSE 
Editor's note: The following letter was 
received last week from Monico Cho· 
jnacki K'87, currently spending her 
third quarter enrolled at the London 
School of Economics. Here, she 
describes the political climate amongst 
students at the LSE in contrast to 
political climates at smaller American 
colleges such as K. 

The London School Of Economics 
and Political Science is part of the 
University of London. It is frequently 
labeled highly politicized on the left. If 
this were true, if the LSE did provide a 
haven for leftist scholars and students, 
then the difference between the polito 
cal atmosphere of the LSE and that of 
Kalamazoo College would be glaringly 
obvious. But this is not the case. The 
difference exists instead in the 
pluralist system at the LSE, in the wide 
variety of beliefs which are accepted 
by the institution (this includes the 
students) itself. 

and Europe in general, embrace more 
generous defmitions of "left" and 
"right". Communism is not the 
bogeyman here that it is in the United 
States. Thus, there is an (albeit small) 
Communist Students group at the LSE, 
as well as the (considerably) larger 
Socialist Students Workers' Society. 
On the far right there are a few conser
vative societies (not to be confused 
with the Conservative Party, which is 
roughly equivalent to our Republican 
party, just as Margaret Thatcher is 
roughly equivalent to Ronald Reagan); 
in the middle.' the moderate members 
of the Conservative and Labour par
ties. While there are, as far as I can 
see, a greater number of left·wing 
societies at the LSE, some of the con· 
servative groups (like the Jewish Socie· 
ty) seems to enjoy a larger and more 
loyal membership. 

Sometimes the groups overlap. 
Many members of the Women's Group 
(one of the best-Qrganized societies on 

The rewards for attending a school where so 
many views are tossed back and forth with such 
passion are great. It is harder to become smug 
about one's own political position when sur
rounded by ideas that differ, some radically, 
others only slightly, from one's own. 

When I arrived on the LSE campus 
last October I was handed a packet fill· 
ed with pamphlets which described 
only a fraction of the political student 
groups. The bulletin boards on the wall 
advertised meetings for the Palestinian 
as well as the Jewish Society. These 
rwo groups each have a definite 
political bent, as does the Pakistani 
Society and the Iranian students 
group. The Environmental Society, 
too, has a political program, largely 
against nuclear war. 

In addition to the variety of political 
organizations (which makes for 
regular demonstrations on a variety of 
issues), another interesting contrast 
with K (and, I think, other American 
colleges and universities) is the wide 
spectrum of political loyalties that exist 
at the LSE. To many students in the 
States, the political "left" seems to 
start with the Democrats; the "right" 
ends with the Republicans. England, 

~ampus) support their feminist 
arguments with Marxist or Socialist 
doctrines. Other groups, like the Ira· 
nian Students Society, work specifical· 
ly and tirelessly on one issue- in this 
case the gassing of Iranians by the Ira· 
qis. 

Some of the reasons why such a 
political potpourri doesn't exist at K 
are obvious. First, the LSE has a huge 
number of students compared to K, 
which guarantees a wider variety. Se· 
cond, the LSE is located in a European 
capital rather than in America's 
heartland. Foreign students tend to 
gravitate toward large, centrally· 
located universities, often, in the case 
of Third World students, because their 
parents are engaged in diplomatic 
work or business there. And foreign 
students, especially those from the 
Third World countries, seem to me to 
be crucial in fostering international 
political awareness. I knew precious 

little about the civil war in Sri Lanka, 
for example, before I made a friend 
from that country. K, at least, seems 
exceptional among small liberal arts 
colleges in the number of European 
students who visit it each year. While 
Europeans are certainly closer to 
Americans in their culture and im· 
mediate political priorities than, say, 
Sri Lankans, important differences do 
exist. The Libyan crisis is just one ex· 
ample of the different ways Americans 
and Europeans can perceive the same 
issue. 

The example of the Libyan crisis 
also illustrates a fundamental dif· 
ference berween K College/America 
and the LSEiBritain/Europe. Accor· 
ding to the news I read and saw here in 
London, the majority of Americans 
consider the attack on Libya to be 
basically a United States·Libya issue, 
and feel that the only role Europe has 
the right to play is that of unquestion· 
ing supporter of United States policy. 
For Europeans, however (with the ex· 
ception of Margaret Thatcher), the 
crisis involves them a great deal, if not 
simply because they are, geographical· 
ly, on the firing line of terrorism. Ex· 
isting so close to so many different 
countries must breed a greater 
acknowledgment of diverse views, if 
not their acceptance. So does atten· 
ding a university with a huge foreign 
population. 

The reward for attending a school 
where so many views are tossed back 
and forth with such passion are great. 
It is harder to become smug about 
one's own political position when sur· 
rounded by ideas that differ, some 
radically, others only slightly, from 
one's own. I've been forced time and 
again here to reexamine originally con· 
fident perceptions of society, govern· 
ment, the world. Leartting to question 
the people and the world around us, 
both in academia and outside it, 
should be a primary goal in education. 
Self·righteousness and complacency 
lead to passiVity. The unwillingness to 
question ourselves can lead to the in· 
ability to challenge established, but 
possibly wrong, doctrines. Perhaps the 
political and cultural diversity of the 
LSE can never exist at K. But the ex· 
istence of an active tolerance of other 
points of view at K, an active explora· 
tion of these other opinions, is surely 
possible. 

Chemobyl, the Ukraine . .. 

Thinking "the unthinkable" 
Dear Editor 

I looked up the Ukrainian city of 
Chernobyl in my atlas today. I was 
rather surprised to find it situated at 
the juncture of two rivers near the 
Belovissian border. It struck me that 
this place was not necessarily out ot 
the ordinary, and could have been one 
of a myriad of other cities in various 
countries of the world. Now, we can't 
even be certain if Chernobyl still ex· 
ists. The nuclear disaster which oc· 

serious an accident went unreported 
and remains a matter surrounded by 
unverified reports, hypothetical think· 
ing, and, undoubtedly, misinformation. 
Despite vigilant attention to 
newspapers and National Public Radio 
news broadcasts, I still don't have a 
clear idea of what happened or con· 
tinUes to happen. 

Some immediate effects are known. 
Vegetation within a certain radius 
around the reactor site (from ten to 50 

We need to accept the fact that the 
"unthinkable" has happened; people are suffer
ing and will go on suffering from the results of 
dangerous levels of radiation in the ecological 
system. 

cured there is devastating in many 
respects. Certainly the loss of lives 
(which Western experts estimate to be 
close to 2000, while the Soviets claIm 
two casualties), the destruction and 
contamination of the environment, and 
the proof that the human race is 
vulnerable remain the gravest conse· 
quences. 

This is the ., Age of Information", 
who has it and who doesn't is a form of 
power and often controL The second 
shock for me was the fact that so 

miles have been postulated) is elth .. r 
damaged or destroyed. Ground water 
in this area is contaminated and may 
have harmed the water supply of Kiev. 
Milk in Poland has been found to con· 
tain radiation and is unfit for consump· 
tion. Iodine tablets in the Scandina· 
vian countries are sold out as people 
hope to gain additional protection 
against radiation poisoning. 

We need to accept the fact that the 
"unthinkable" has happened; people 
are suffering and will go on suffering 

from the results of dangerous levels of 
radiation in the ecological system. We 
must also realize that no country exists 
in a vacuum. With the exception of 
natural boundaries, borders are 
political and social creations. This ac· 
cident is affecting an area much larger 
than the reactor site itself, or even the 
Soviet Union. Acid rain seems to be 
impervious to these borders, and 
fallout radiation is following suit. 

Fortunately for Americans, it is not 
anticipated that the United States will 
be affected by harmful amounts of 
radiation. This does not mean that we 
are untouched by the consequences, 
however. It is possible that this accl· 
dent could happen again, perhaps very 
close to home. Unhealthy levels of 
radiation traveled 1000 miles to reach 
northern Sweden. This figure makes 
the world seem smaller than otherwise 
thought. Radiation that recognizes no 
borders will require international, in· 
terdependent efforts to take corrective 
measures. This is not an isolated, con· 
tained problem, but a crisis that all 
humans, as "citizens of the world," 
must face. If we fail to acknowledge 
that nuclear mishaps could happen at 
any given nuclear reactor site, and that 
thIS is inherently a problem for 
everyone, we make perhaps an even 
bigger mistake. 

Bernadette Caldwell K'87 

African Studies slighted 
by ~\odupeh Thompson, Sierra Leone 

On April 11 dfld 12 there was a GLCA conference on "Africa and the 
Liberal AJ1s." It was a successful conference. Every aspect of Foreign 
Study in Africa was discussed, A lot could have been learned about Africa 
by attending the conference. I was highly impressed and learned many 
things about Africa that 1 had not known. 

The foreign exchange program is one of the brightest ideas anyone can 
think of. The aim of the program is to expose students to different cultures. 
It is a program lacking in nothing. Everything is well catered to. The oppor· 
tunity is open to everyone in the school, with a variety of places to go to-it 
only needs the interest of the students. The Foreign Study programs in 
France, Germany and Spain are well attended, but it is a shame that the 
study program in Africa attracts a very small number of students, and 
those who go are considered to be brave. I found out, from the Foreign 
Study office, that very few students sign up to go. Those who are selected 
are well prepared for it. 

It interests me that despite the fact that there is a foreign exhange pro· 
gram in Africa, very few students have any knowledge of Africa. To many, 
it is a dense forest with primitive people. Many funny questions are asked 
of us students from Africa, such as: "Where did you learn to speak 
English?", "00 people still live in trees?", and "Can you buy clothes in 
Africa?". These questions sound ridiculous, but it is true that students still 
ask such questions. When asked such questions, I do not get angry, but 
smile. 

I asked some friends why many students have no idea about Africa. 
They replied that many of them are not interested because they are 
presented with bad pictures about Africa, and that many students are not 
willing to experience cultures that are quite different from theirs. To me 
this is a pity, because I know that being exposed to different cultures can 
help one mature. It has helped me a lot in maturing. 

I had hoped that the GLCA conference would attract many students, but 
it did not. Like many other activities on Africa, it did not attract students. 

African culture is quite different. It is one that carmot be explained easi· 
ly. One can best understand it by experiencing it for himself or herself. 
You can only appreciate your own culture by being exposed to another. I, 
and many other African students, took our culture for granted until we 
were exposed to ~other. 

Regarding Index "debates" 
Dear Edi tor: 

As I read Tim McLean's letter and the responses to it which were 
published in last week's issue of the Index, I couldn't help thinking "Here 
we go again!" 

Please don't get me wrong-I love a great debate. But the current 
alcohol policy debate is beginning to bear a striking resemblance to a half 
dozen other battles which have been waged in the Index over the past four 
years. 

Having been embroiled in a few myself, let me tell you how they usually 
go: Party A writes a letter or article saying, in effect, "this is what party B 
did to me." Someone then writes a response saying, in effect, "this is what 
party B actuolly did, and this is what is wrong with party A." Of course, this 
response brings a response, which, in turn, brings a response, which, in 
tum, brings even more responses. When the battle starts out, the campus 
is usually divided into "those who side with party A" vs. "those who side 
with party B." By the time the Index readers have been treated to their 
fourth reponse to a response, the campus is usually divided into "those 
who wonder what the heck is going on" vs. "those who really don't care." 

In the interests of the Index and its readers, I think some ground rules 
are in order here. Would it be asking too much to request that the current 
Index editor and staff-talented as you are-sit down and try to formulate 
an editorial policy which would upgrade the level of debate? I would love 
to read an opinion in which people attack and defend ideas instead of 
other people. 

By the way, of what value is college government-at any level-if 
students feel that the only way to redress their grievances is to print them 
in the Index for the entire campus to read? 

Peter Schmidt K'86 

Editor's note: This is a point very well taken, especially following last 
week's barrage of letters (well, at leost three) regarding the alcohol policy 
and party registratiOn. This quarter's Index staff had previously established 
a policy on letters to the editor; I apologize that it was never printed. The 
policy is simple: 011 objections-or rather, responses-to Index articles 
must be received within ten days of the printing of the objectionable (or 
rather, response·inducing) original article. We will try to print letters as 
soon as possible to insure freshness of topiCS and to prevent a ten·week 
mud·slinging marathon over a /irst·week article. 

As for policy on content, this editor has few restrictIons beyond the ex· 
cessively lewd. I can only encourage t/;ose who write to take Schmidt's 
above points into consideration. Avoid name-calllng, cattiness, factual In· 

accuracy, and unsubstantiated asserllons. Please avoid verbosity, as we're 
always pressed for space. Most importantly, though, please continue to res· 
pond. 

Libya discussed Monday 
To the college community: 

The air raid on Libya has been talked about a lot-in the media, in 
classes, in the Index-but now, after two weeks, it is already superseded 
by new headlines, and the country has nearly returned to normalcy. But 
has everything been discussed? 

If you think you still want to talk about the raid, the problems It caused 
and the controversial opinions about It, jom us. A group of American and 
foreign students is presenting an information and diSCUSSIon meeting on 
the American·Libyan crisis. We plan on having an international press 
review, representing different perceptions on the affair. 

The event will take place Monday, May 5 at 5:30 pm in the HICks Center 
lobby. Seize the opportunity-no cookies, no coffee, no LACC 
provided ... but interesting diSCUSSIOns guaranteed. 

Monika Berthold 
Eva Biss 



Islamic resurgence examined 
by Luis Salazar K' 89 

Wednesday, May 7 in the Olmsted 
Room, the College hosted four 
speakers at a day-long conference on 
"The Islamic Resurgence and 
American Foreign Policy." This topiC 
has in recent weeks catapulted to 
headline status by the United States' 
attack on Libya and against self
proclaimed Muslim leader Muammar 
Khadafy. 

The first speaker of the morning was 
Ronald Young, Middle East represen
tative of the American Friends Service 
CommIttee, and a civil rights and Viet
nam activist who worked in Amman, 
jordan from 1982 to 1985. An 
animated speaker, Young quickly 
outlined some important facts and 
misconceptions about Islam: 

"There are 800 million, or close to a 
billion Muslims in the world; approx
imately the same number as Chris
tians. There are over 90 countries in 
the world where Muslims are a majori
ty or a very substantial majority of the 

Islam, Young commented that it seem
ed related to a general return to 
religion by small groups of people 
everywhere, in reaction to the rise of 
sterile technology and science; Young 
pointed out Christian fundamentalism 
as an example. Young's criticisms of 
United States foreign policy included 
an exaggerated reliance on military 
power, as in Vietnam and recently in 
Iran, and an underestimation of com
mon people's movements, a factor that 
led to the overthrow of the Shah. 

Next to speak was Mustansir Mir, 
visiting professor of Islamic studies at 
the University of Michigan. Mir talked 
about Islamic fundamentalism in the 
context of the Islamic tradition, poin
ting out that "recently, some writers 
have expressed reservations about us
ing the word 'fundamentalism' in the 
phrase Islamic fundamentalism. 

"I myself prefer to use the word 
'revivalism' on historical and linguIStic 
grounds," Mir continued, and will use 
this word, especially because I am sup
posed to provide a theological perspec-

All 1 am asking for is to use the same fair stan
dard. If you want to judge what Christianity is, 
see what Christianity teaches and then judge 
Christians by the standard of Christianity, and 
not the other way around-Jamal Badwi 

population. The ninety- countries are 
predominantly in what we in the U.S. 
have tended to call the Third World, 
which is to say Latin America, Asia, 
Africa, and the Middle East. Certainly 
in the last twenty or thirty years at 
least, if you follow American foreign 
policy issues, you find that most of the 
issues that we need to be concerned 
abou t are issues that are concerned 
with Asia, Latin America, and the Mid
dle East." 

Young also.. remarked that many 
Americans became aware of Islam 
through the Iranian hostage cnsis, and 
thus immediately associated it with 
negative events. Organized Christiani
ty viewed Islam with some bias as well, 
and this, in combination with a general 
shift away from religion and 
philosophy toward science in the West 
caused Westerners to view Islam as 
technologically backward. When 
speaking on the recent growth of 

tive. It is revivalism, not fundamen
talism, in the common usage of the 
term, which finds a sanction in Muslim 
theology." 

Mir also observed that the Koran 
teaches that a great Muslim revivalist 
emerges in each age. He then outlined 
the history of past revivalists and ex
plained that Khadafy, Hussein and 
other Muslim leaders may be vying for 
this title. The relevant line from the 
Koran reads "At the tum of the cen
tury, God will raise from the Muslim 
community one or more persons to 
revive her." This has caused some 
controversy over interpretation, but 
the most common understanding is 
literal. Thus, as the tum of the century 
approaches, turmoil in the Muslim 
world may increase as it struggles to 
find a leader. 

Following Mir, Dr. Laurie Mylroie, 
professor of government and associate 
director of Middle Eastern studies at 
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Harvard, responded to the earlier 
arguments in defense of the Reagan 
admintstration and its policies, calling 
the Libyan airstrike "not inap
propriate. " 

Mylroie Slated that "I want to first 
make this point about the difference 
between Christian fundamentalism 
and the Islamic resurgence. I think that 
the Islamic resurgence, revivalism, I 
want to call it militant fundamentalism. 
If it were not for the Ayatollah Khomeni 
and Khadafy, I don't think Kalamazoo 
College would be hosting this-it 
wouldn't be interested in Islam's own 
internal review of itself. If you say why 
do I say that-it is viciously anti
American-I would argue that Islam is 
in a state of crisis, and in one way or 
another, has been for the last two cen
turies. This produces a certain rage 
and frustration that I think is the pro
duct of Islam in crisis, versus a 
Western situation which is somewhat 
superior to that of Islam." 

Mylroie illustrated these points with 
a hypothetical example of a typical 
Egyptian Muslim, who is educated, yet 
makes much less than an American in 
the same job. The only way that this 
Egyptian can make money is to work 
crr the oil-nch gulf ",ates, but this IS 

looked down upon. The Egyptian 
media are full of American adver
tisements and shows. Thus, the Egyp
tian is pulled into a love-hate relation
ship with the West which can, when 
supported by the state, erupt into 
Violence. 

jamal Badwi, professor of manage
ment at St. Mary's University and 
member of tlva Consultative Council of 
the Islamic Society of North America, 
followed Mylroie by clarifymg terms 
and removing further misconceptions 
about the terms "resurgence" and 
"fundamentalism" with regard to 
Islam. Badwi noted that Islam, the 
religion as defmed by the Koran and 
the sayings of Mohammed, is often 
confused with Muslims, who profess to 
follow these teachings. In reality, he 
said, there is a spectrum of belief that 
ranges from devout to almost non
existent among Muslims, and the con
ception people commonly have about 
Islam is distorted by people who only 
claim to be Muslims. 

see Islamic resurgence, page 4 
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Nicole Wolf K'86 too" the above photo along the docltyanb of Harlter's Island, North Carolina during 
winter quarter_ Wolf lived in nearby Gloucester, where she worlted on both her biology and her creative 
writing SIPs_ Both of Wolfs SIPs will be presented this weellend, at the Diebold Biology Symposium on 
Soturday and the President's Fine Arts Series poetry reading on Sunday, 

Parents arrive today 
Katie Murphy K'89 

Faculty seminars, student entertainment, a film, a chapel service, an 
organ recital, a poetry reading, and a gallery showing will highlight 
Parents Weekend 1986, which begins with registration at 2 pm today. 

Following registration, entertainment events for tonight will include the 
showing of the film That's Entertainment, an anthology saluting the MGM 
musical extravaganzas of the 1940s and 50s, and the performance of 
Grand Rapids singer/guitarist Ron Devon in Club K. Devon is familiar to 
nightclub audiences statewide and will perform popular music from the 
1960s to the 198Os. 

Activities will commence Saturday at 10 am in Dalton Theater, where 
Dr. David Breneman will lead the Presidential Discussion, a seminar con
cerning higher education and Kalamazoo College. 

Following Breneman's presentation there will be three faculty seminars, 
running concurrently from 11 am until noon. Dr. Conrad Hilberry, English 
department, and Bernard Palchick, art department, will jointly conduct a 
seminar entitled "The Creative Process;" Dr. David Strauss, history 
department, will address ':Japanese-American Relations: The Long 
View;" and Dr. Richard Cook, chemistry department, will discuss "Love 
Canal and Beyond: Hazardous Waste in America." 

Saturday night's events will include a repeat performance of That's 
Entertainment, and the College Talent Show, with both student and faculty 
performers, at 8 pm in Dalton Theater. Master of Ceremonies for the 
event will be Marcus jones K'88. 

Sunday at lOam a chapel service will be held. Dean Robert Dewey will 
speak on "Reasons of the Heart," and will be joined by Caroline Keeney, 
assistant to the dean of chapel,john Boles K'88, organist Paula Romanaux, 
the Change Ringers, and the College Singers singing works of Vivaldi and 
Aston. 

Music, poetry and art presentations will highlight Sunday's schedule of 
activities and will mark the first event in the annual President's Fine Arts 
Series. Nathan Forrider K'86 will present an organ and piano recital 
featuring the works ofj.S. Bach, Chopin, Debussy, Widor and Albright at 3 
pm in Stetson Chapel. At 4 pm in the Dungeon Theater, Nicole Wolf K'86 
and Maria Andriotakis K'86 will present a poetry reading featuring ex
cerpts from their creative writing SIPs. At 5 pm, artwork by Anna Photinos 
K'86 will be exhibited in the Light Fine Arts Gallery. The exhibition will 
feature a number of large pastels and a series of small cartoon drawings. 

Women's tennis 
makes nationals 

The K women's tennis team learned Monday that it has qualified, 
among eight teams, for the NCAA Division m Women'" National Ten
nis Championship, which K will host at Stowe Studlum this Tuesday 
through Saturday, According to coach Ttsh Loveless, K will play 
Fran"lin and Marshall College from PennsylllGnia sometime around 
noon Tuesday, 

Men's tennis goes west 
by Robert j. Gebhardt Jr. K'86 

K's men's tennis team, ranked first in the nation, will travel to Clare
mont, California tomorrow for the NCAA Division IIJ national tournament. 
The Hornets swept all nine flights of the MIAA Conference tournament 
held fast week at K and defeated Michigan State 7-2 at East Lansing 
Wednesday. 

Coach George Acker's squad has enjoyed their most successful regular 
season of the 80s. The season started with an 8-1 record on the southern 
trip, which included wins over Division I rivals Vanderbilt, South Florida, 
Toledo, and Samford, and perennial Division IT power Rollins. junior cap
tain Alex Palladino K'87 said, "Everyone played well early, which is rare, 
and then got better." The team's only loss came at the hands of the Univer
sity of Florida. 

The Hornets continued to gain momentum when they returned to the 
north. The high points were 8-1 victories over intrastate foes Ferris State 
and Western Michigan University. At the GLCA tournament in Wabash In
diana, K won 7 of 9 flights to win the tournament by a wide margin. ' 

A coheSIve team that is willing to work hard is what Acker attributes to 
the team's record. "The team is like a fraternity," said Acker. ''They play 
together, eat together, and live together. I believe that helps." jim Burda 
K'87 added, "the incentive to win is great when you want to win not only 
for yourself, but equally for your teammates." 

The team has been led this season by number one player and captain 
Timon Corwin K'86, a three-time All-American and winner of the MIAA 
Most Valuable Player award and the Stowe Sportsmanship Award. 
Corwin's record is 23-2 this season, tops on the team. Number two 
Palladino returned from Foreign Study to ellioy another successful season. 
The Hornets will go to Claremont with Corwin at number one singles, 
Palladino at two,jack Hosner K'88 at three, senior captain Butch Gebhardt 
K'86 at four, Rick Verheul .K'87 at five, and David Borski K'89 at six. In 
doubles the Hornets will pair Hosner and Corwin at number one, Palladino 
and Burda at two, and Verheul and Rob Miller K'87 at three. 

Acker caUs his Hornets "the team to beat" in the national tournament. 
"We're ranked number one and the teams will have to be shooting for us," 
he said. Corwin summed up the team's chances, saying "We are mentally 
ready, and will be tough to beat." A team championship would be a fitting 
ending for the senior players, who have contributed greatly to the team's 
third, fourth , and second team finishes in past years' NCAA tournaments. 
The graduating seniors are Corwin, Gebhardt, co-captain Chris Stokes 
K'86, Scott Ackerman K'86, and David Siegel K'86. 



Due /0 a sudden outbreak of mid-quart.,. indolence, this week the Index stol! decid
ed /0 ignore the cumbersome task of serious investigative reporting for The Big 
Scoop and have a little fun. All names have been changed /0 protect the innocent. 

Confessions of a couch potato 
My name is Danna and I am 8 couch potato. You've probably seen me 

before, watching television in the lounges or wandering through SAGA 
with my latest issues of 1Y Guide and Boob 'lUbe Weekly. Some of you may 
have thought I was just another K College weirdo, but anyone with any 
couch potato experience could have recognized my symptoms. My palid 
complexion and neon glow were dead giveaways. 

Like most couch potatoes, I started at 8 young age with a push from my 
parents. At first it was just ten or fifteen minutes of the theoretically educa
tional program The Electric Company to get me going in the morning. But 
who could resist the lure of learning to count backwards and those daily 
letter and number themes, not to mention Letter Man? Soon The Electric 
Company just wasn't enough, so I set out to fmd other shows which could 
"tum me on and bring me the power." 

This was when I discovered there was more to life that just educational 
television-why, there was a whole TV·land out there with talk shows, 
soap operas, sitcoms, news programs, and game shows. Television soon 
became a vicious cycle for me: the more I watched, the more I found out I 
wasn't watching. 

By the time I came to K, television was no longer just entertainment, it 
was a way of life. During freshman fall I was doing it anywhere I could get 
it: in the Quadstop, in the basement of Harmon, in the lounge of Hicks, 
anywhere. 

During freshman fall I was doing it anywhere 
I could get it: in the Quadstop, in the basement 
of Harmon, in the lounge of Hicks, anywhere. 

In my travels between television sets I met another couch potato who, 
like myself, knew every word to the theme songs from Gilligan's Island, 
Green Acres, and The Brady Bunch. We soon became roommates and 
"spud buddies." We watched everything together, and carefully arranged 
our schedules around our top 125 favorite television shows. I remember 
how we used to stay up until 4 am every night, just to make sure each 
television station played the national anthem and signed off, so we knew 
we wouldn't be missing anything while we were asleep. And the next mor· 
ning I would always have cracker crumbs stuck to my legs from late·night 
snacking in bed. 

During the time we lived together I hadn't noticed how strongly all of this 
television had affected my roommate, until the day she announced that 
Wheel of Fortune's hostess, Vanna White, was God herself. Convinced of 
this fact, she proceeded to ask director of counseling Sillie Thing if it 
would be all right for her to make 8 pilgrimage to Hollywood to meet Van· 
na. 'Her request was denied, and that very night in the middle of an I Spy 
rerun, men in white coats came and dragged her off. She was kicking and 
screaming . . . Doritos were flying everywhere. They took my spud buddy to 
the Nancy Reagan Clinic for Acute Television Addiction; I haven't seen or 
heard from her since. 

And the next morning I would always have 
crocker crumbs stuck to my legs from late
night snacking in bed. 

That night as I sat in my room, horrified at what had just happened, The 
Monkees came on. It was the episode where the television cult takes over 
the local television station and broadcasts a test pattern which tums 
everyone who looks at it into zombies. Suddenly, it occurred to me that 
maybe this is what happened to my roommate and I-we had become 
television zombies. 

This is when I fmally realized I needed help. Through the campus 
underground I learned about the Sofa Spud Support Group (SSSG). At my 
first meeting, I was shocked by the number of students and professors I 
knew who were there. I had no idea that this problem was so widespread 
on our small campus. The only thing SSSG asked for was my first name, 
and for me to admit to myself and the rest of the group that I AM A COUCH 
POTATO. After that, everything else was easy. Students, professors, and 
administrators alike got up and talked about how they had quit television 
for good-an excrutiating process-and how it had changed their lives. 
The newcomers like myself were encouraged through kindness and sup
port to give up our former potato existence and rediscover the " real 
world." 

Thanks to SSSG I am now leading a normal life as a college student and 
a reformed couch potato. SSSG was there when I needed them, and they 
can be there for you too. If you suspect you or someone you love to be a 
couch potato, please don't keep yourself stranded on an uncharted desert 
isle any longer--get in touch with SSSG. Maybe the life you save will be 
your own. 

Danna 

The Couch Potat 
TV addiction pervasive 

by David Torresen K'87 
and Marcia Brady K'86 

You won't find it listed in your in· 
troductory psychology textbooks. You 
won't hear it discussed on SAGA lunch 
lines. You won't even find a pamphlet 
describing this illness in your campus 
health center. 

For years, this disease has remained 
undlscussed amongst medical and 
psychological circles-hushed, scarce· 
ly mentioned. Now, the time has come 
to step forward, break the silence, and 
smash all taboos regarding the 20th 
century's most pathetic social outcast. 
He is not the alcoholic, nor the 
bulimic, but rather, the couch potato. 

The couch potato, or spudus 
televisus, is defined quite simply as the 
television addict. The telltale signs of 
the couch potato are obvious: he stores 
his pillow betind the television in his 
dorm's TV lounge, along with cans of 

Favorite Martian. "In coun.sellng ses· 
sions," Thing noted, "he would even 
mumble things about Aunt Clara, 
Sabrina the Teenage Witch, Mork, and 
the ghost from The Ghost and Mrs. 
Muir. At this point the Dean of Students 
had to consider expulsion." 

Thing implied in a fuzzy fashion that 
the most tragic circumstances involve 
the couch potato losing grip with his or 
her sitcom reality. "One woman came 
to me convinced that she worked in a 
Milwaukee brewery, but said she 
travelled on weekends with her groovy 
musician family in a psychedelic bus 
and spent summers with castaways on 
an uncharted desert isle. She wanted 
to marry a Cuban bonga player. 

"She didn't think that she attended 
K," Thing continued, "but rather room 
222 of an inner city high school, with 
Horshack and Vinnie Barbarino as 
classmates. At one point she said 
something like 'Up your nose with a 

"I've seen all types of couch potatoes in here on 
my couch," said the ordinarily reticent Sillie 
Thing, who was willing to breach her clause of 
confidentiality ''just this once" because of the 
compelling subject matter at hand. 

Pringles and clnnarnon graharns. He 
scarcely misses a Rona Barrett update 
on Entertainment Tanlght. Most 
notably, he neglects virtually any form 
of activity-classes and nature's call 
included-during that crucial daily 
period of 3 to 4 pm, when General 
Hospital is telecast. 

ruBber hose' to me. What could I say? I 
used Rogerian methods such as .[ ac· 
cept that' and 'Can you tell me why 
you say that to me?'" 

Thiiig deftly claSSifies couch 
potatoes into four general categories: 
the sitcom potato, the soap potato, the 
sports potato, and, perhaps the most 
chronic, the game show potato. "We 
have seven students enduring Gong 
Show rehab right now," whispered 
Thing, "and there's little hope for most 
of them. These are the indiViduals who 
will wear paper bags over their heads 
for many years to come. And I won't 
even get into the perversions of those 
people in Dating Gome rehab." 

since a veritable family of MTV freaks 
may be spotted on weeknights from 9 
to midnight in the Quadstop, ignoring 
their assigned reading, their eyes rued 
on the satanic shenanigans of Ozzy 
and "the Priest" (not to be confused 
with Ozzie and Harriet) and the pelvic 
gyrations of Madonna (not to be con· 
fused with Christ 's mother). 

Nighttime Quadstop manager Angri 
Laments comments on this distinct 
breed of television addict: "Those 
*%1. morons can't take their *%1. eyes 
off the *%1. large screen television, 
and they've gat the *%1. volume crank· 
ed so *%1. loud that I can't hear myself 
speak. After they watch those *%1. 
videos, they're mouthy, rude, and too 
*%1. cheap to buy a single french fry . 
And they never clear their *%1. trash 
off the *%1. tables. Why can't they 
watch something decent like Falcon 
Cres(/ There's no word for them but 
sickos." 

Earlier this quarter, Thing, through 
her office, established a new student 
organization known as the Sofa Spud· 
Support Group (SSSG), which holds its 
weekly meetings Wednesday nights at 
10 (following Dynasty) in a concealed 
location. Group members, whose 
names remain anonymous, share 
testimonies-both triumphs and tur· 
moils-regarding their weekly battles 
with television addiction. 

Should the support group at· 
mosphere prove inadequate for certain 
chronic potatoes, Thing will arrange a 
referral to the newly·built Nancy 
Reagan Clinic for Acute Television Ad· 
diction, located in Escondido, Califor
nia. At ihe clinic, severer 
rehabilitative methods are imposed, 
including attempts at behavior 
modification. Patients there are reo 
quired to watch 100 consecutive 
episodes of That Girl while endUring 
intense physical torture. If this proves 
ineffective, the final step is taken: the 
patient must endure simultaneous 

According to Miss Sillie Thing, direc· 
tor of couseling, former taxi driver, and 
all·around dandy human being, the 
couch potato is perhaps the most 
tragic representative of post·war 
America, and his numbers have in· 
creased exponentially since the days 
of Milton Berle. Recent estimates cited 
by Thing indicate thaI 3 out of 7 
students attending puny midwestern 
colleges are, clinically speaking, 
couch potatoes. 

"I've seen all types of couch 
potatoes in here on my couch," said 
the ordlnarlly reticent Thing, who was 
willing to breach her clause of con· 
fidentiality "just this once" because of 
the compelling subject matter at hand, 
"but especially those with rather 
bizarre fixations over certain situation 
comedy characters. One woman in· 
sisted that she was a triplet, related to 
Buffy and Jody on Family II/fair, but 
that she was separated from them dur
ing that tragic collision at sea where 
they lost their mother." 

Thing implied in a fuzzy fashion that the most 
trogic circumstances involve the couch potato 
losing grip with his or her sitcom reality. 

Another student, Thing revealed, 
was tom between two sexual identities, 
one being that of Jeannie on I Dream of 
Jeannie, the other that of Martin on My 

Thing traveled to Chicaga in mid· 
April to attend a nationwide con· 
ference on a newly-emerging breed of 
the couch potato, known as the "MTV 
freak." Seminars at this conference in· 
cluded "Enough is Enough: Frumpy 
Congressmen's Wives Suggest Cen· 
sorship Methods," "Cyndl Lauper: 
Preventative Methods," "What To Do 
If Your Boy Bends Genders," and "In 
The Aftermath Of Thriller. We Are The 
World. and The Super Bowl Shu/!1e. " 

The MTV freak is surely the most 
visible form of potato on the K campus, 

telecasts of Hee Haw, Lawrence Welk, 
Danny and Marie, and other musical 
variety shows in a multi·screen 
theater, while being force-fed Cheez 
Whiz, circus peanuts and mar· 
shmallow fluff. 

"Sometimes even these methods are 
not severe enough," said Thing plain· 
tively. ''There's nothing that breaks a 
counselor's heart more than seeing a 
chronic couch potato leave her office, 
following another futile counseling ses· 
sion, humming the theme from Hawaii 
Five-O. " 

Director of counseling Miss Sillie Thing says ''it's high time that this tragic social problem was addressed In 
the Index, The campus community must become more sensitive to the despair of the couch potatoes surroun· 
ding us. " Thing advocates certain forms of ''posltive addiction, " such as eating Carousel ice cream, attending 
classes, /raying on the quad, and "good clean fun. .. 



Scourge of Humanity 
ARE YOU A COUCH POTATO??? 

("this is only a test. . .") 
The following trivia test may help determine if you or a loved one is indeed a couch potato. 
Should you know the correct answers to more than six of the following ten questions, please 
consult a floor advisor or director of counseling Miss Sillie Thing IMMEDIATELY. 

1. Which of the above women starred in the most popular domestic situation comedy on CBS 
from 1951 to 1957? (Hint: her temperamental husband refused to let her act professionally, 
sing "Sweet Sue," take ballet classes, or play "Glow Worm" on her saxophone) 

2. Which of the above men has a little trolley running through his living room, which he rides 
to visit his puppet friends Lady Elaine Fairchild and Donkey Odie? (Hint: he is frequently 
found changing hom his loafers to his tennies while singing "It's A Beautiful Day in the 
Neighborhood," and he feeds his fish every half hour) 

3. Do you own a Tony Orlando and Dawn t-shirt? 
4. Can you name all five actresses who have appeared on the critically-acclaime4 program 
Charlie's Angels? Which is the foxiest? 
5. Do you have plans to name your children Radar, Hawkeye, or Hot Lips? Was the Korean 
conflict funny? 
6. Do you remember the Brady Bunch episode where Marcia got hit on the nose by a football 
and couldn't attend the junior class dance? Did you cry? 
7. Quienes mas machos? Ricardo Montalban 0 Geraldo Rivera? 
8. Do you know all four positions on a Star Trek phaser? 
9. Do you own a Sesame Street nightlight? An H.R. Pu! 'n Stu! lunchbox? 
10. Can you recite the complete lyrics to "rm a Little Bit Country/l'm a Little Bit Rock 
-n-Roll"? 

TV ed program proposed 
by Tim Webster K'86 

and Herman Munster K'29 

"General Education is all very nice," 
said one administration official who 
asked that his name be withheld, "But 

you have to ask yourself: who has had 
the greater impact on modern 
society-some Greek philosopher, or 
David Letterman? Dave has millions 
of viewers every nlght. That means 
something to me." Our informant is 
not without support in Mandelle. 
Hence, the newly-proposed television 
education pilot program for K'92. The 
TV ed program, or "Mr. Ed," as it is 
called by its avid supporters, has a 
tripartite purpose: to explore the infor
mational, the aesthetic, and the moral 
values of television programming. 
Each aspect of the television ex
perience will be covered in separate 
freshman seminars taught by a team of 
17K professors. 

The TeleVision and Information 
course, for example, is designed to 
train students to glean important and 
interesting facts from news broad
casts, talk shows, game shows, Sally 
Jesse Raphael, and Ripley's Believe It 
or Not. As political science professor 
Sonny Daye put it, "Gosh, there's just 
loads of things you can learn by wat
ching television. Do you know the city 

that was the site of a famous civil battle 
and Ted Kennedy's famous 
automobile accident? Chappaquid
dick. And you can pick that up just 
watching Jeopardy without sitting 
through some history lecture for two 
hours. Television offers a wealth of 

cool in a big fat hairy way. The !riggin' 
apocalypse. " 

Television and Morality, a third 
course, will help students to recognize 
the tremendous formative influence of 
situation comedies upon modem 

The TV ed program, or "Mr. Ed, .. as it is called 
by its avid supporters, has a tripartite purpose: 
to explore the informational, the aesthetic, 
and the moral values of television programm
ing. 

condensed information, once you have 
mastered critical viewing." 

Another proposed course, Literary 
Dimensions of Television, will focus 
upon the artistic and imaginative 
elements of sitcoms, police dramas 
and soap operas. English professor 
Hubert (Who? Yeah) Bhopal had some 
definite ideas on the subject: ''Take 
Leave it ro Beaver. Beaver? What is 
that? Where do they get that? Yeah. 
My son Jake, he says 'mahvelous' all 
the time. Where does he get that? Not 
from me. Yeah. No. Yeah." One 
English mllior, Busty Whitebread K'88 
has expressed a desire to do her SIP 
on Miami VICe. "11'5 the Moby Dick of 
television," she said excitedly, "Super-

moral codes. English professor Gall 
Grimace provided this example: 
"Remember the Brody Bunch episode 
where Greg fell in love with his 
mathematics teacher? That incident 
taught us an important lesson, and that 
germ of an idea has grown into K's cur
rent faculty/student relations policy." 

With such emphasis upon critical ex· 
amination of television, a valuable skill 
in our "age of infonnation," the televi
sion ed program seems too good to be 
true. This reporter salutes the ad
ministration for its thoughtfulness and 
foresight; with the advent of ''TV ed," 
Kalamazoo College will once again 
join the vanguard of innovative educa
tion. 

The K survey: 
Sofa spuds speak out 

compiled by Kristine Altwies K'88 

The participants: Jennifer Burton K'86; Dr. woody Kay, palitlcal 
science department; Anne Ol>on, admissions counselor; Rebecca 
Sodema K'88; Rob Steele K'86. Survey conducted Tuesday and 
Wednesday, May 6 and 1. 

1. Which television show has influenced your life most profoundly, 

and why? . 
Burton: Defmitely The Joker's Wild. That's where Ileamed the Import~ce 
of smiling, making a lot of money, dressing well, and knowmg a lot of silly 
insignificant facts. That certainly influenced my deCISIon to co~e to 
Kalamazoo College. Also, as a child, I was strongly exCIted by the SIght ?f 
the Joker, his smile, his tall, pointed hat, his black and red costume. I d 
pretend to have the chicken pox so I could stay home from school and see 
the Joker, and I always wished that the Joker would come and play WIth me 
when my mom wasn't home. My wish, however, has remamed unfulfilled. 
Kay: TheA Team, because I firmly believe that TheA Team waswhat.they 
had in mind when they invented television. The A Team prese.nts a hIghly 
diverse group of people working toward a common goal. ThIS IS what peo-
ple should learn to model their own efforts after. . 
Soderna: I really feel that The Love Boar has had the most profound m
fluence in my life. I enjoy watching people in real-life situations. An exam
ple that comes to mind is the episode when Gopher falls for his. c?llege 
roommate, who has had a sex change operation. My gosh, the statisttcs on 
how often that happens to K students are staggering. Another reason that I 
find The Love Boor fulfilling is because it always seems to feature the 
brightest stars in the industry, like Jimmy Osmond, Barbi Benton, Desi Ar
naz Jr., Georgia Engel, and Ken Berry, just to name a few. I must admIt, 
however, that my strongest feelings for a Love Boor character are for ~e 
beautiful and charming Vicki Stubing. I feel that I know her and that we ve 
grown up together. The way she has been able to work through her pro
blems (with the help of her great dad) has helped me tremendously with 
my personal problems. I feel that Vicki and I have reached womanhood 
together. Thank you, Love Boar crew. _ . 
Okon: I really feel that, with all that's happening now, Mr. Ed would be my 
answer. II has recently been released that if you play the theme song to Mr. 
Ed backwards, it is the chant for a satanic cult. 
Steele: I'd have to say Chico and rhe Man, because it got me interested in 
Spanish and Latin American issues. 

2. If you could live with any sitcom family, who would it be and why? 
Kay: The Beverly Hillbillies , because it seems to me that the whole famdy IS 
just one giant metaphor for life with a capital "L". . 
Soderna: I'd love to live with Parker Stevenson and Shaun CassIdy as a 
member of the Hardy family. I think that it would such great fun to go on all 
of those swell Hardy Boys mystery adventures to exotic places and then 
sing Da Doo Ron Ron for all the local people after the case was settled. 

Okon: The Addams Family, partly because, as we all know, they are very 
wealthy, and that's always appealed to me. Also, because I tend to b~m 
and peel. and as we all know, the Addams family never goes outsIde; 
never does the sun touch the skin of the Addams family. That's why 
they're my choice. 
Steele: The Ghosr and Mrs. Muir, of course, because I've always wanted to 
live on a lake in a big old house. And I am intrigued by the timelessness of 
the relationship between the ghost and Mrs. Muir. I can only hope that my 
future relationships can be modelled after theirs. 
Burton: I've had a dream, ever since I was a child. First, I go live with the 
Jetsons (love the maid). I learn how to do everything. I study history, 
science, mechaniCS, engineering, the whole thing. Then. I go live with the 
Flintstones! I'd revolutionize the whole place! I would bring Bedrock out of 
the Stone Age and into the future! I would tell Fred to get rid of that damn
ed car! I would build him a spaceship! I would predict the future! I would 
be a prophetll would explain the mysteries of nature! They would think I 
was so cool! They'd change the name from Bedrock to Burtonland! I'd be a 
celebrity! Barn-Barn would be my bodyguard! Pebbles would do my 
makeup! Wtima would fIX me up a mess of pterodactyl drumsticks! I would 
rulel That is my dreaml 

3. Do you consider yourself a couch potato? Why? 
Soderna: A couch potato? Well, I prefer to think of myself as someone 
who is able to live a full, complete, and interesting life through the lives of 
television characters. I have my own identity, but it is made up of Bewitch
ed, June Cleaver, Morticia Addams, The Flying Nun, Sue-Anne Nivons, 
Doris Day, Sally Jesse Raphael, and yes, Vicki Stubing. What better role 
models could a lady ask for? 
Okon: Yes, I do consider myself a couch potato, but I went to Kalamazoo 
College, and it's certainly an education out of the ordinary, and so I don't 
see myself as an ordinary couch potato. I see myself as sort of a julienne 
couch potato, perhaps slightly sauteed and sleek. A very sleek couch 
potato. 
Steele: Of course not! People who are couch potatoes watch too much 
television, and that's not possible. Besides, television is a wonderful 
educational tool. 
Burton: Well, it's hard to admit, but yes, I am a couch potato. Saying that 
is half the cure. I've been reformed for several years now, but once a 
couch potato, always a couch potato-that's what they say at the SSSG 
meetings. It's not like the ringworm, you know. It's a disease. 
Kay: No. I am more colorful than that, like a couch carrot or a couch string 
bean. 



Breneman addresses 
Foreign Study concerns 

Editor's note: The following leller, 
dated Marr:h 2, was sent last week by 
President David Breneman to parents 
01 all K students cU1Tent/y on Foreign 
Study. 
Dear Parents: 

As we are reminded almost daily by 
the news media, the spring of 1986 is a 
time of Increased tension among na
tions. The recent nuclear accident In 

Dakar, Senegal. We also have a few 
Individual students flnishlng study
abroad programs In other locations 
around the world. Without exception, 
the programs involving these students 
continue to operate In their normal 
fashion, and we have every reason to 
expect that all students will be able to 
finish their work as scheduled and 
return home without Incident. 

We have every reason to expect that all students 
will be able to finish their work as scheduled 
and return home without incident. 

the Soviet Union, together with the 
potential dangers it poses for neighbor
Ing countries, is the latest addition to 
our list of concerns. These concerns 
are particularly acute for those of us 
preoccupied with the safety and well
being of American college students 
who are studying abroad. 

The Kalamazoo College Foreign 
Study Program currently has groups of 
students In Caen, France; Madrid, 
Spain; Munster, West Germany; and 

Nevertheless, as we pursue 
"business as usual," sensible precau
tions are being taken. Our Director of 
Foreign Study, Dr. joe Fugate, is cur
rently on a trip which is taking him to 
the four group sites mentioned above. 
In addition to assessing personally 
each program situation, he is meeting 
with all our students to give them prac
tical advice on how to conduct 
themselves in a careful and prudent 
manner. We continue to monitor all of 

Stephen Gould to speak 
by Kit Almy K'89 

Stephen jay Gould, paleontologist and Harvard University professor, will 
come to Kalamazoo College Thursday and Friday, May 15 and 16 as the 
1986 TourteUotte lecturer in science. Thursday at 8 pm Gould will present 
a slide lecture entitled ''The Unpredictability of Life's History" in Dalton 
Theater. Friday, in a special convocation at 11 am in Stetson Chapel, 
Gould will speak on "The Individual in Darwin's World." At the convoca
tion, K will present Gould with an honorary degree of Doctor of Science. 

Gould is an evolutionary biologist with an insight and perceptIon ou
ferent from that of most scientists. His varied outside interests include 
music, literature, and baseball, and references to these interests appear in 
his many books, articles, and papers, illustrating an ability to perceive 
connections which are unapparent to most scientists, an ability that has 
much to do with Gould's popUlarity. 

Aside from teaching, Gould writes a well-known monthly column, "This 
View of Life," in Natural History magazine_ He also spends much time on 
field work, primarily studying the evolution of land snails in the West In
dies. 

Gould is the recipient of numerous literary and academic awards, 
honorary degrees, grants and fellowships. They include the 1981 Scientist 
of the Year Award from Discover magazine, and the 1980 National 
Magazine Award for Essays and Criticisms for "This View of Life ." 

our Foreign Study programs very 
carefully and to be alert for any Signs 
of trouble. In addition, we are follow
ing all reports of the incident in the 
USSR with the greatest care. Our col
leagues at other schools are doing the 
same . So far, few students 
anywhere-and none from a 
Kalamazoo program-have decided to 
return home prematurely, although 
this remains an option should and stu
dent and hislher parents so choose. 
To the best of my knowledge, no U.S. 
study program overseas has closed 
this spring; however, I am prepared to 
take such a step if conditions should 
warrant it. The safety of our students 
has always been our first concern, and 
it remains so now. 

Should you have any questions, 
please call the Foreign Study office 
616/383-8470. We will inform you if 
we deCide that unusual action 
becomes necessary in response to 
changing conditions abroad. 

Sincerely, 
David W. Breneman 

President 

Dean Robert Dewey is very pleased that such a distinguished scientist is 
coming to K, but he is concerned that the campus and community be 
aware of the importance of this man. "He is probably one of the most 
brilliant men in science today," Dewey said. Harvo,,!, paleontologist Stephen jay Gould 
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Islamic 

resurgence 
continued from page 1 

To illustrate this, Badwi drew an 
analogy to Chnstianity. The IRA is a 
Christian group that claims to base its 
actions on its own religious beliefs, 
though many would refute that claim. 
The aparthied system, run and enforc
ed by people who call themselves 
Christians; the massacres of Palesti
nian refugees by Maronite Christians; 
and the racial diSCrimination that still 
exists in the American South are all ex
amples of how Christianity can be 
seen by non-Christians. 

"As a Muslim who has been heavily 
involved in the issue of Muslim· 
Christian understanding, I would be 
the flrst one to defend Christianity 
against those barbarities. I would be 
the first one to say 'wait a minute!' 
-even as a Muslim I absolve Christ 
and his teaching from the actions of 
those who claim to follow his teaching 
and even his name. Anyone can quote 
the scriptures ... Popes in the 
Crusades quoted the Bible to justify the 
cruelties done to Muslims. AIl I am 
asking for is to use the same fair stan· 
dard; (if) you want to judge what Chris
tianity is, see what Christianity teaches 
and then judge Christians by the stan
dard of Christianity, and not the other 
way around." 

The conference ended with a panel 
discussion , moderated by Dr . 
Waldemar Schmeichel of K's religion 
department, where panel members 
conversed with one another, despite 
Mir's efforts to redirect the discUSSion 
toward audience questions. 

The LACe conference was spon
sored by Kalamazoo College's Forum, 
the Armstrong Fund, the DiviSion of 
Social Sciences, the Michigan Council 
for the Humanities, and the Kalamazoo 
Area Council for the Humanities. 

On American pleasantries. • • 
by Eva Biss, West Germany 

"Kalamazoo? GodfOrsaken Kalamazoo, in Michigan? What the hell are 
you gonna do there?" 

That was the not particularly encouraging comment of the customs of
ficer at the O'Hare Airport in Chicago when I stood there in September last 
year, explaining that I intended to go to Kalamazoo for one year of study
ing. I wasn't in the best of moods, my plane had been late, my bus to the 
"fair Arcadian hill" had left an hour ago, I felt tired-and sick, I had to make 
a quick reservation for the last plane leaving to Kazoo, when I heard for the 
flrst time: "Hi there, how are you doing today?" 

Surprised, I looked up into the face of a smiling black woman, who was 
occupied with controlling my baggage. Before I could really start to ex
plain to her all the disasters of the day, the line of people had to move for
ward. "Anyway," I thought, "it's nice that somebody cares," and I felt bet
ter. 

Not so in the following weeks. Again and again I met this "How are you 
doing?" or "How are things going?", but somehow the line always seemed 
to move on before I could answer as I had intended to. I found it (next to 
the right pronunciation of "squirrel") really the hardest language test to 
say "Oh I'm feeling fine, how about you?" within a split second while run
ning along the quad . 

For quite a bit of time it made me feel uncomfortable to react in a dif
ferent way than I would have if I were asked the same question-translated 
literally-in Europe. There, you won't be asked "How are you today?" as 
frequently as here, for it implies the request of your partner: "Express your 
feelings!" 

Does this mean that I think Americans are less caring about what's go
ing on with people around them? 

I guess that it's rather a difference of linguistic pattern , a code that a non
native speaker has to break before he can really understand. As a foreign 
student, you first of all have to find out that "It was nice meeting you" 
doesn't necessarily mean: I'm deeply impressed by your sparkling in
tellect, your breathtaking beauty, the fascinating things we've been talking 
about, and I would die to see you again! You have to learn that "You're 
welcome" doesn't mean in every case: It was such a pleasure for me to 
serve you the best way I could-we love your country and yourself so 
much that we wannly welcome you! 

Many of these phrases-I think today-do in fact include a notion of con
cern, and as soon as I had found out that I simply shouldn't translate them 
in my mind, I found it easier to adapt to the patterns of talking without feel
ing. 

Think about it when you meet a "fresh" foreign student during summer 
quarter who starts telling you his whole life when you ask him "How are 
things going?" Why not give a little meaning to your everyday talks? Let's 
be creative! 

So long, take care. Was nice writing to you! 

An obstructed view 
fUm review by David Torresen K'87 

The screen adaptation of E.M. Forster's 1908 novel A Room with a View, 
now entering its third week at the Bijou Theater, is a frolicsome, admirably 
mounted production which unfortunately lacks, at its core, a crucial sexual 
sensitivity. The poster for the film features two star-<:rossed lovers sitting 
above a serene Florentine skyline, with the virile George stroking the 
cheek of the majestically mundane Lucy-something straight out of a 
1973 Hallmark card. And, although marketing techniques are in no way 
indicative of a film's artistic merits, in this case the cliched poster suits the 
work. This is largely due to two anemic performances in the romantic 
leads-especially that of Helena Bonham Carter as Lucy-and also 
perhaps to the actual misgivings of Forster's characterizations in his 
earlier works such as this. 

One can't escape comparing this prodUction to the 1984 David Lean 
adaptation of Forster's 1924 A Passage to India which managed, despite 
its exasperatingly colossal scale, to be saturated by the tormented 
presence of judy Davis in the role of Adela Quested. Each rum, in its own 
way, depicts the stunted sexual transformation of a repressed British 
woman bred in aristocratic niceties and their accompanying biases. Both 
women undergo this transformation while immersed in a foreign culture; 
Adela confronts enormous racial barriers in India, while Lucy confronts 
social barriers with a fellow Brit while touring Florence. Each woman 
becomes captivated by a spiritually idyllic, if socially inappropriate man, 
and this becomes the source of enormous conflict for her. 

While the juxtaposed grandeur and grime of the Indian surroundings 
served to further accentuate Adela's conflicts in Passoge, in A Room with a 
View, Caner's Lucy has no similarly dominant social polarities to illustrate 
her conflicts. As an actress, she's incar-able of divulging those conflicts 
herself. She reveals nothing but ajaded primness throughout the film ; only 
her flnal act of marrying "the other man" suggests that conflict, transfor
mation, and a submerged, fiery passion had been intensifying throughout 
the story. 

In its favor, however, director james Ivory's ftIm features a sturdy British 
supporting cast, including Maggie Smith as Lucy's priggish chaperone, 
cousin Charlotte; Denholm Elliott as the unaffected Mr. Emerson; and 
Daniel Day Lewis as the squeamish, flamboyant Cecil. The delectable 
hypocrisies of such supporting characters serve to further nullify the va
cant efforts of Carter and julian Sands in the romantic leads. 

Another plus is the fLlm's highly cinematic techniques, such as its use of 
framed subtitles to introduce various scenes. These subtitles, often named 
after chapter titles such as "Lying to Mr. Beebe" and "How Miss Bartlett's 
Boiler Was So Tiresome," further complement the film's highly literate 
whimsIcality, and create a stodgy but sensitive narrative so typical of 
Forster's writings. 

The film is to be commended for its faithful adherence to Forster's 
original work. However, as a study of one individual 's sexual metamor
phosis amidst a highly stratified social milieu, A Room with 0 View's view 
remains sadly obstructed. 

The New, Improved 
Kalamazoo College Bookstore 

the place for all your gift giving needs 

this week, the Bookstore features soft, 
cuddly sweatshirts for MOTHER'S DAY 

$16.95 

open this Saturday 11-2 pm 
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Burns, Nowling elected 
by Kit AJmy K'89 

Teresa Burns K'87 and Scott Nowl
ing K'87 were the winners in the Stu
dent Commission presidential elec
tions, held Tuesday, May 13 in Hicks 
Center. Burns will serve as president 
for summer and fall quarters of 1986. 
Nowling will replace her in office for 
winter and spring of 1987. 

346 students voted in the elections 
outside of SAGA on Tuesday, between 
40 and 45 percent of the students on 
campus. Burns was opposed in the 
race by Brian Paul K'87 and Tracy 
Long K'87, while Nowling ran against 
Kelly Baldrica K'87. 

Although as yet Burns has no 
specific plans for the Commission, she 
has a general goal to get the students 
and the College more in touch one 
another. "I think Student Commission 
is an important mechanism for pro
viding the students with a voice," said 
Burns. She would like to see the 
students and their opinions taken 
more seriously. She would also like to 
achieve campus unity, though she ad
mits that this is a goal stated by almost 
everyone. She added that she would 
like to organize student activities, "to 

give students something in common 
besides their studies," and cited this 
weekend's Special K Olympics as a 
good example. 

Nowling also is uncertain of his 
plans for Commission at present, but 
he said he would like carry on with 
some of the projects that current Com
mission president, Tim Mclean K'86, 
has started. "[Some of] his complaints 
about the alcohol policy were valid," 
said Nowling, who wants to let the ad
ministration know that the students are 
aware of what is going on. 

Another project that Nowling may be 
interested in is looking into the effi
ciency of the Career Development 
Center. "I've often wondered at times 
just how effective that office is, 
especially after I went through it 
myself," he said. 

Burns is a political science major 
from South Bend, Indiana. She plays 
soccer and enjoys camping and other 
outdoor activities. Nowling, from Por
tage, is an economics/political science 
major who likes to play basketball. He 
is currently excited about his in
tramural softball team, Susie and the 
Pussycats. 

When each officer elected as presi-

dent is not serving in office, he or she 
will serve as president ex-officio and 
will be a voting member of Student 
Commission. The president is not 
allowed to vote except in case of a tie. 

The duties of the Commission presi
dent, as defined in the Student Com
mission constitution dated July, 1985, 
include presiding over meetings of 
Commission and the Executive Com
mittee, officially representing the stu
dent body and Commission on all mat
ters unless otherwise designated by 
Commission by a two-thirds vote, co
Signing all requests for funds drawn on 
accounts controlled by Commission, 
serving as a member of the Strategic 
Planning Task Force, and meeting 
regularly with administration 
members such as President David 
Breneman and Dean of Students 
Marilyn La Plante. 

The presidential elections are held 
annually on the Tuesday of seventh 
week of spring quarter. Candidates 
must turn in petitions forty-eight hours 
prior to the elections. In order to 
become president, one must have 23 
credits before takmg office. 

Maureen Francis K'81, a political science and economics major, spent her fall and winter quarters in 
Madrid. She took the. abo"" shot during the "Folios" festival in Valencia, Spoin, where the townspeople 
spend the year makmg figures of wood and wax, only to bum them on the final night of the festival. 

Pale.ontologist 
Stephen Gould 

speaks 
by Kit Almy K'89 

and Mila Visser 't Hooft K'89 

Last night, in a packed Dalton Theater, Harvard paleontologist Stephen 
Jay Gould delivered the 1986 Tourtellotte lecture on "The Unpredictability 
of Life's History." At the beginning of his address Gould stated his hope to 
entertain his audience, even those members who had little interest in the 
scientific nature of the talk. The audience's reaction indicated that he suc
ceeded. 

Gould first pointed out the misprinted speech title on the campus posters 
publicizing his visit-"The Unpredictability of Human History"-and con
s idered this title not untypical of humankind's common perception of 
evolution. Such a title suggests that the evolution of humans is the most 
important aspect of paleontology, even though humans have only existed 
for the last few moments of evolutionary history. 

Gould presented an argument against determinism-the theory that 
evolution was meant to take place the way it did, leading up to 
humankind-by using specific examples from biology, paleontology, and 
even baseball statistics. While rejecting determinism, he stressed the role 
of chance in the history of life. Although randomness occurs, Gould does 
not see evolution as a completely irrational process. "History is quite un
predictable, but quite sensible after the fact," he said. He explained that 
random events trigger sudden changes, after which evolution proceeds in 
the most senSible direction. 

To illustrate this theory, Gould used the analogy of a tape recorder on 
which the tape of history is played. Determinists would say that if the tape 
were rewound and replayed, life would turn out exactly the same. Gould 
believes that life would be completely different each time, because, as he 
said, "the divine tape player holds a million possibilities, each highly 
respectable." With this theory he emphasized again that humankind is just 
one of earth's multitude of species, and our existence is almost completely 
dependent upon randomness. In short, as Gould said, "We're damned 
lucky to be here." 

To end his lecture Gould added his own words to those of 
Shakespeare's, saying, "Oh, brave and improboble new world that has 
such people in it." 

Aside from his positions as professor of geology and Alexander Agassiz 
professor of zoology at Harvard, Gould also serves as curator of in
vertebrate paleontology at the Museum of Comparative Zoology. Gould 
writes a monthly column in Natural History magazine, entitled "This View 
of Life," and is the recipient of numerous awards, degrees, grants and 
fellowships. These include the 1981 Scientist of the Year award from 
Discover magazine, and the 1980 National Magazine Award for Essays 
and Criticisms for '''fhis View of Life." 

Today Gould will speak in Stetson Chapel at 11 am on "The Individual 
in Darwin's World." At the convocation, Gould will receive an honorary 
degree from the College. 

Women's tennis 
ranked third 
by Elizabeth Blachut K'88 

The NCAA Division III National Tournament for Women's Tennis was 
held this week at Kalamazoo's Stowe Stadium. The Hornets were among 
eight teams from around the country selected by virtue of their season 
record. In the first round, the Hornets were up against third-seeded 
Franklin and Marshall College, and the final score was 7-2, Kalamazoo. 
This victory put the Hornets against flfSt-seeded Trenton State, which 
deafeated K by 5-4. Playing for K were 1f5 Franci Kenworthy, 1f6 Katie Mar
ritt, 1f2 doubles Kenworthy and Morgan Vis, and 1f3 doubles Marritt and 
Isabel Lange. 

That loss then put the team in the running for third place on Wednesday 
ag81nst Colorado College. The team produced three singles winners, 1f3 
Beth Blachut, 1f4 Sara Zerweck, and 1f6 Katie Marritt, which evened the 
score up at 3-3 going into the doubles. Kalamazoo managed to win in three 
sets, making K the third ranked team in the nation in women's Division m. 

With the conclusion of the women's tennis team's 1986 season comes 
the departure of seniors Linda Topolsky and Sara Zerweck. Topolsky 
played Ifl for aU four of her years here, despite a bout with mono earlier 
this season. She was also the MIAA all-league Most Valuable Player for the 
last three years. Zerweck, captain of the team, also had a successful 
career here and has greatly enhanced team spirit and overall standings. 

Special K Olympics tonight 
by Anne Volz K'89 

The spirit of competition will arrive on campus this weekend as the 
Special K Olympics, a new event sponsored by Student Commission, will 
Pit teams of students and faculty against one another in a series of con
tests. Participating students will be divided by class into four teams. 
Another team on hand will be comprised of faculty members. 

The competition will commence tonight at 8 in K's natatorium, where 
contenders will take to the water in pool events such as the sweatshirt 
relay, the 100 medley relay, the belly flop contest, the one- and three
meter crazy dive contests, the distance dive, and the raft relay. 

Angell F,eld will be the site for additional contests tomorrow at 2 pm. _ 
Scheduled events mclude softball games, the tobacco spit, the balloon 
toss, the tug-of-war, distance runs, frisbee events, the dressing event, the 
five-legged relay, the pie eating contest, the trash can relay, and the egg 
toss. 

Immediately follOWing the day long activities, SAGA will provide a picnic 
of barbecued chicken on Angell Field. The competition will end on a 
musical note with the Battle of the Bands, a talent show for bands and solo 
acts alike. A prize of 75 dollars will be awarded to the first-place finisher. 
Student Commission preSident Tim McLean K'86 described the contest as 
an opportunity for those students "who would like to express, or try to ex
press, musical talent." 

" It will be fu'l," Mclean assured. 



Poet Jack Driscoll read from his 
most recent book, Fishing the 
Backwash, Wednesday in the 
Olmsted Room, 

Dr, John Samo 0/ NYU will speak 
this Thursday at 8 pm in the 
Olmsted Room. 

Poet Driscoll reads from works 
by Samantha Whitney K'87 

Wednesday, May 14,jack Driscoll gave a poetry and short story reading 
in the Olmsted Room. Driscoll, who grew up in Holyoke, Massachusetts, 
received an MFA in creative writing from the University of Massachusetts 
and has been teaching for the past ten years at the Interlochen Fine Arts 
Academy near Traverse City, Michigan. His most recent honors include a 
1983 Michigan Council of the Arts Creative Writing Fellowship and the 
Abbie M. Copps Poetry Award. In 1983, Driscoll received the coveted 
Creative Writing Fellowship from the National Endowment for the Arts. His 
poems have appeared in numerous magazines including Antaeus, The 
Ohio Review, and Poetry Northwest. 

Driscoll interspersed several anecdotes between the reading of his short 
story, The Hermitjouma(s, and his poetry. His poems speak of frequently 
unexplored subjects, such as scuba diving and hemophilia, of which he 
writes in his poem, "The Hemophiliac," "All my life I have held my blood 
hostage." Driscoll 's poetry is noted for containing simple language that 
beautifully, but severely, nudges the reader's consciousness. He writes of 
experiences we may have encountered in our lives, but have been unable 
to correctly express. 

In the words of Dr. Conrad Hilberry, who introduced Driscoll, "(His) 
poems work on the edge of the conscious and unconscious-between 
dreaming and waking." Driscoll has published two books of poetry, The 
Language of Bone, and most recently, Fishing the Backwash. He is 
presently devoting his time to fiction writing. 

NYU's Sarno to speak 
by David Torresen K'87 

Former K student Dr. john Sarno, professor of medicine at New York 
University's Post-Graduate Medical School and attending physician at NYU 
Medical Center's Institute of Rehabilitative Medicine, department of or· 
thopedic surgery, will speak on the topic "Whither Western Medicine?" 
this Thursday at 8 pm in the Olmsted Room. 

Sarno attended K from 1940 to 1943, when he then served with the 
United States Army's Medical Department. Following World War II, he 
completed his studies at Columbia University's College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, graduating in 1950. While at K, Sarno was roommate with Dean 
Robert Dewey, and was well-known as a musician on campus, composing, 
playing piano, and singing in the 1943 production of The Bartered Bride. 

Dewey considers Sarno a "medical pioneer," who "has quite different 
views from mainstream medicine, as his most recent and wide·selling 
book, Mind Over Back Pain, makes clear. He is truly a liberal arts person , a 
good speaker, and a marvelous human being." 

In promoting Mind Over Back Pain, published by William Morrow and 
Co., Sarno appeared on such talk shows as Today and The MacNeil-Lehrer 
News Hour. Sarno has written extensively on the topics of back pain, 
strokes, aphasia, and the relationship between mind and body. 

Day of Gracious Living anticipated 
According to Student Commission president Tim McLean K'86, Commission will sponsor the traditional cam

pus event Day of Gracious Living "sometime, probably during eighth week," all dependent upon good weather. 
The ringing of the Stetson bells will initiate the day's leisurely festivities. Signs will be posted in dorms and 

classrooms to inform students as well. 
The morning will be free for indiVidualized gracious living, and from noon till 6 pm, vans parked in front of 

Hoben Hall will travel every half hour to and from Romona Park, a recreational park located on Long Lake. 
McLean emphasized that, in conformance with the administration's 1985 decision not to officially support this 

day of luxuriance and lackadaisicalness, classes will not necessarily be cancelled for the day. He encourages 
professors and students to discuss class cancellation. 

The K Survey: 

Student Commission 
compiled by Xristlne Altwles X'88 

The participants: Anna Gemrich X'86; TracY Long X'8T; Lorry 
Schlessinger X'89; Xaren Sorensen X'86; Susie Webb X'88. Su",",y 
conducted Tuesday May 13. 

1. What should be some of the primary purposes of Kalamazoo's Stu
dent Commission? 

Gemrich: .. . to serve as a liaison between students and the administra
tion, to serve as a sounding board for students with complaints and sug
gestions. 
Long: Student Commission's goals should be threefold. First, to integrate 
the ideas of the faculty, administration and students in order to have an ac
ceptable atmosphere in which to learn. Secondly, I think Commission 
should be an informative body, aware of student concerns. And finally , I 
feel Commission should be the center of the student body, helping all 
clubs and organizations as well as connecting Kalamazoo College with 
other shcools in the MIAA or GLCA. 
Schlessinger: A student commission at a college of this size should play 
the role of "instigator" as well as "representative" of the student body. 
Whether Commission is organizing social events or providing a focus for 
campus concerns, its primary purpose should be incorporating the cam
pus community, as opposed to leading it. 
Sorensen: Student Commission should be an organized representation of 
all students. It ought to be the voice of the students to faculty and staff, 
especially at functions and activities where all students are unable to at
tend or speak. 
Webb: To keep the college policies up-t<rdate and valid; to plan and spon
sor campus activities; to keep in contact with the student organizations, 
the faculty, and the administrators. 

2. Over the past few years, how well has the Commission met those 
purposes? 

Gemrich:judging by the recent (and ongoing) alcohol debate, I would say 
not very well. I believe that the average student feels that in joining Student 
Commission he/she will merely improve his/her resume rather than make 
a difference at the school. I really don't think that Student Commission is 
given any real power that is worth overseeing. 
Long: The past Student Commissions have done a great job! Rhetorical 
statement or not, running Commission takes people who are highly 
motivated, who are able to come up with new and exciting ideas, and who 
have the time to see things through. 
Schlessinger: It is difficult to respond due to the fact that Commission 
fluctuates with every quarter because of the changing membership, which 
in turn changes the "personality" of the group. From my three-quarter ex
perience, Commission achieves its objectives within the "bounds of 
apathy" at K. It meets the purposes for those within the campus communi
ty who want to be affected by what Commission does. 
Sorensen: Over the past few years, Student Commission seems to have 
served as a student voice but never as a complete representative voice. 
Whose fault is that? I will admit that the non-represented usually are those 
who do not run or even do not vote sometimes. There is no excuse for not 
voting, but those who do not run ought not be muted in the process. The 
dorm representatives and other members have an obligation to stay aware 
of the ideas, attitudes, and complaints of those they represent. They have 
an obligation to share information gathered at meetings, functions and ac
tivities in which they represented the student body and to hear feedback 
from the student body on that information. In addition students have an 
obligation to talk to their dorm rep or another Student Commission 
member if they feel strongly about an issue and an obligation to attend in
formational sessions. Student Commission needs to have more than solely 
voting-day contact with the student body they represent. 
Webb: As far as I can tell, there doesn't seem to be much effort at com
munication between Student Commission and the faculty and administra
tion. I see frequent misunderstandings due to lack of communication or 
miscommunication. 

3. Does Commission represent the student body well? 

Gemrich: I don't think the Student Commission represents K's student 
body well at all. No one seems to be particularly interested and so it's 
always the same few throughout four years. 
Long: As much as it can. I think that Student Commission represents the 
unapathetic student. There are many clubs on campus that people can get 
involved in, all of which are part of Student Commission. If people don't 
want to share their ideas then they can only hope Commission will do 
something acceptable. 
Schlessinger: Unfortunately, if Commission represented the student 
body, there would not be a Student Commission. 
Webb: Commission represents the portion of the student body that's in
terested in it. If a group of students doesn't get involved in Student Com
mission and doesn't give it much feedbacy, it certainly cannot be expected 
to represent them. 

4. What are your attitudes regarding Commission's election pro
cess? 
Gemrich: I don't think that the election process is taken seriously. It 's fair 
and accurate, but not serious. There are posters up two or three days 
before an election. I think that this is, in part, due to the quarter system. No 
office is held for more than two quarters and often the people running are 
not even able to be on campus. 
Long: The election process is as fair as it can be. Letting seniors vote was 
a welcome addition because they know most of the candtdates w~1I 
enough to know how they operate in the Commission capacity. . 
Schlessinger: The procedure for gelling votes (I.e. table outstde SAGA) tS 
as efficient as you'll get at K as far as obtaining an acceptable level of voter 
representation. The problem that I perceive comes from the fact that 
voters do not get any exposure to their potential Commission members un· 
til they see the names on the ballot. The only indication of qualification for 
the job is familiarity with the candidate or the "look" of the name. 
Webb: It is adequate, but by no means exceptional. 

5. Have you been involved with Commission in any way? Why have 
you, or have you not, been involved? 
Gemrich: I ran for Student Commission president. I was on the Educa
tional Policies Committee for one quarter. I learned a lot, but did not feel 
that I was able to make any sort of valid contributions to the committee. 
Long: I have been involved with Commission since freshman year. I have 
been a dorm rep and also secretary. I have been involved because I feel 
that it is important for students to have a voice, to communicate with each 
other and with the administration. 
Schlessinger: I am presently on the Campus Life Committee (and its 
parallel in Commission, Social Policies Committee), ftnishing up a two· 
quarter position. I didn't feel that I had any right to make negative com
ments about the "high degree of apathy at K" if I was a part of that 
"apathetic mass," so I ran for a position which gave me exposure and a 
chance to have input on the matters which are important to the entire com
munity. 



Student Commission: 
How effective is it? 

McLean Presidents Lepard, 
assess Commission 

Student Commission presidents Jennifer Lepord K'86 and Tim 
McLean K'86. 

by David Torresen K'87 

As the 1985·86 academic year 
comes to a close, so do the administra· 
tions of Student Commission 
presidents Jennifer Lepard K'86 and 
Tim McLean K'86. Although Lepard 
served as summerlfall Commission 
president and McLean served in the 
winter and spring quarters, each con· 
tributed to the other's administration 
by attending most Commission ac· 
tivites and meetings while on campus. 

When asked to list some of the more 
notable accomplishments under their 
administrations, Lepard and McLean 
named a wide variety of activities rang
ing from researching the effectiveness 
of SIP programs to baking birthday 
cakes. During Lepard's terms, Com· 
mission and its various committees 
studied the existing alcohol policy and 
suggested revisiOns; raised the student 
activities fee from five to ten dollars; 
allotted funds for facultylstudent social 
outings; discussed the proposed 
"general education" curriculum revi· 
sion; set up a Divestment Committee; 
presented orientation sessions for 
freshmen interested in Commission; 
restructured CoUege Urtion Board; 

"fireside chats" with President David 
Breneman. 

In an Index interview conducted 
Monday, May 12, Lepard and McLean 
reviewed Commission's activities over 
the past year and assessed Commis· 
sion's effectiveness within the present 
student body. 

Index: How do you define Student 
Commission's overall purpose? 

McLean: I see Commission as the 
only real permanent structure among 
the students that's used as a base for 
separate student organizations to hold 
onto. 

Lepard: And it provides the only 
continuity on this campus with the 
quarter system. Any other organization 
can fall apart. The Index, ISO, or 
Chaverim have disappeared for other 
quarters, but Commission is the only 
one that's really stable. And if it wasn't 
for that one stable organization, the 
other organizations wouldn't make it 
as much as they do-they come to us 
asking for their old budgets and old 
minutes and how to do this or that. 

McLean: Also, I think we act as a 
sounding board, and as a connection 
between the student body and the ad· 
ministration. The administration takes 

Some people-a lot 0/ people-don 't know what 
we do. The majority have no conception, and 
they don't bother to try and find out.-Tim 
McLean 

I 

sponsored a dance and a trip to 
Chicago; restructured IHA and its 
dorm activity funds; and organized a 
birthday cake delivery. 

Under McLean's two-quarter ad· 
mirtistration, several of these activities 
were continued, such as studying the 
alcohol policy and the general educa
tion proposal. In addition, Commission 
and its committees conducted a survey 
of alumrti and current sertiors regar· 
ding the effectiveness of SIP programs; 
sponsored "New York, New York," a 
dance and raffie event; recognized two 
new student organizations, the Hockey 
Club and the Students for Alternative 
Entertainment; organized the Touch of 
Home program through SAGA and the 
Food Service Committee; studied the 
effectiveness of K's counseling depart
ment; solidted nominations for the 
Diebold award; sponsored exam week 
"SUrvival kit" delivery; and examined 
the possible revitalization of 
"societies" on K's camous. 

In addition to these ac· 
complishments, McLean and Lepard 
pointed out several tasks which Com 
mission traditionally handles every 
quarter. These include budgeting all 
organizations and overseeing their ex· 
penditures; budgeting spedal events 
not related to organizations; appoin· 
ting students to various campus com
mittess for Forum events, computer 
usage, and tenure review, to name a 
few; and sponsoring the quarterly 

a lot of input from students who serve 
on the Academic Affairs or Social 
Policies Committees. 

Lepard: And it's really too bad that 
students don't realize that. 

Index: What have been some of the 
major difficulties under your ad· 
ministrations? 

Lepard: Communication with 
students sometimes gets really 
frustrating. Sometimes you feel like 
you're talking to nobody, and people at 
the same time are telling you you're 
not doing anything. You can print up 
about a million leaflets, put them aU 
over the place, and you still feel like 
you're trying to communicate with a 
brick wall. 

McLean: , also think that another 
problem that continues on in Commis· 
sion is that some of the members that 
have been elected are there, but they 
just don't feel like doing anything. It's 
very hard to convince some of them 
that they have responsibility for the 
position they've been elected to. 

Index: Having served as Commis· 
sion presidents, how do you now 
perceive the student body in general? 

Lepard: I think that the student body 
is very individually oriented. People 
are so much looking out for what 
benefits them directly-for what 
makes them happy Friday rtight. 

McLean: They want it right now, 
they don't want it long-term. 

Lepard: It's really hard to get 

students to look ahead long-term. If 
you talk about something for next 
quarter, half the students say, ''I'm g0-

ing on Foreign Study, who cares?", 
and that's why it's really hard to get 
things done. I think students 
sometimes look for really tangible 
results. If we sent them all ten dollars 
and said this was from Student Com· 
mission, just once-if that's the only 
thing we did all quarter--everyone 
would probably say we did something. 
, don't think they see that we appoint 
committees that talk to board 
members, that w~ tried to rewrite the 
alcohol policy, that we studied the SIP 
program, that we really do a lot of 
things. 

Index: How do you think the student 
body perceives Commission? 

McLean: I think some people 
perceive it as a good thing, since it 
helps all the organizations and plans a 
lot of activites. Some people-a lot of 
people-<lon't know what we do. The 
majority have no conception, and they 
don't bother to try and fmd out. 
There's a lot of people who think we're 
worthless garbage representing the in· 
stitution, that we're conspiring with the 
adminstration. We get a lot of that 
when we do surveys to address a pro
blem that we perceive. A lot of the 
answers arejust negative complaining, 
because they figure it's just Commis' 
sion, and they're not going to be able 
to do anything, anyway, so it's wor
thless to fill out these surveys. 

Index: What are your attitudes 
regarding the election process? Are 
you satisfied with the recent presiden· 
tial election campaigns? 

McLean: My personal opirtion is 
that it's the candidates' jobs to cam· 
paign. I know when I campaigned, I 
knocked on every door on this cam· 
pus ... every single door. 

Lepard: We both did. 
McLean: Anyone I talked to, I would 

stay as long as they wanted me to. 
Lepard: I talked with some people 

for a half hour or 45 minutes. We in
troduced ourselves and said ''I'm run· 
ning for Commission, do you know 
what Commission is, do you have any 
questions about Commission, do you 
know what my job would be," etc. 

McLean: The process could be im
proved, but the problem is how to do it 
because students don't show much in· 
terest in the elections anyway. It's hard 
enough to get them to walk to the table 
and vote. Are you going to get them by 
saying, "Oh, before you vote you have 
to read this three·page statement from 
the candidate" when they want to eat 
lunch? 

Lepard: We had a suggestion that 
we have-well, maybe not debates
but forums between candidates. After 
planrting fireside chats and similar 
things, , can't imagine that we'd get 
more than five or ten people at that. 

Index: How representative is Com· 
mission of the student body? 

McLean: Our system is set up to be 
as representative as possible, because 
we advertise it campus-wide-I can't 
imagine somebody doesn't see the 
posters unless they walk around with 
their eyes closed-and o;verybody's 
free to tum in petitions, and the peti· 
tion process is explained. 

Lepard: We try really hard to get a 
lot of people to run; I can't even tell 
you, for very person we get to run, we 
probably ask ten people that say 
no-they don't have the time. 

McLean: What it narrows down to is 
that there is a certain group of students 
who like to do student government 
type of activities. It's certainly not 
perfect; it does not represent the whole 
student body ... 

Lepard: But I mean, how are you g0-

ing to get someone to represent the 
students that are apathetic? They're 
not going to want to come to a meeting 
-they'd be apathetic about Commis
sion. I think those are generally the 
people that I hear say Commission is 
not representative ... They're not will
ing to run and change its representa
tion. 

Opinion: Commission 
elections negligent 

by Tim Webster K'86 
associate editor 

Consider the following Student Commission presidential campaign 
slogans: 

Teresa Burns is cool in the pool ... Now wouldn't she make a fine Stu· 
dent Commission president? Yes. 

Tracy Long-Talent, Ability. 
Convincing, aren't they? , don't mean to single out these particular can

didates, but they provide perfect examples of the typicalappr08ch to elec· 
tion campaigns for Student Commission posts-entertaining, eye
catching, and completely devoid of any valid support for the candidate. 
This week I saw dozens of flyers and posters, and not one offered any in· 
formation about the candidate's qualifications (even a trivial "four 
quarters as dorm rep") or their stands on any issues (for example, ac· 
tivities fee increases and uses). 

Is it foolish to suggest that students may be given information on 
background and issues? I don't advocate speech'making and dorm can· 
vassing-although there's nothing wrong with such activities-but it 
seems reasonable to expect some sort of intelligent statement from those 
who will, in theory, represent student interest. Perhaps a paragraph or two 
on the otherwise mindless posters and flyers, or a forum sponsored by 
Commission where candidates could discuss their positions, could pro
vide the student body with some sort of insight on the candidates. 

It might be argued, with some justification, that candidates have no 
ideologies to speak of, and even if they did, they would go largely unnotic
ed in a campus unconcerned with the issues of student politics. It is my 
personal fantasy, however, that addressing actual issues may incite a 
small, small spark of interest among students. 

How many readers, for example, are familiar with what certain organiza· 
tions must face to receive funding from Student Commission? Perhaps If 
students heard or read about distribution of funds, they might show more 
concern about where their activities fees go. 

Or how about that alcohol policy? Academic standards? Admissions 
standards? Even in a student body regularly decried for its apathy there 
must be some students interested in something. Ideally, future election 
campaigns will be geared toward such interest, rather than cutesy posters. 

La Plante commends 
Commission 

by Jeffrey Kuipers K'87 

Student Commission could stand some rethinking of some of its poliCIes, 
says Dean of Students Marilyn La Plante, but she is primarily handing out 
praise. Taking into account the difficulties inherent in organizations 
operating under the K Plan, mbst notably a lack of leadership development 
due to the on/off campus schedule, she claims that Commission is current
ly domg a "remarkable job." La Plante points out that the current struc· 
ture and leadership of Commission have provided a forum for serious 
reevaluation of our lives together as a college community, not only con· 
cerned with social issues, but also dedicated to a sharper defirtition of the 
academic experience. The constant structural reevaluation of college 
policy is perhaps Commission's most important function, says La Plante; 
Commission has remained both critical, as the student representative to 
the administration and college policY'making, and responsible to the same 
two bodies. 

La Plante particularly praises Commission's recently improved financial 
accountability, saying that the organization as it exists today has done an 
admirable job of looking into expenditures of other organizations and the 
impact of that spending upon the campus commurtity. '" think they are 
right in asking organizations to define fairly clearly their activities and the 
uses of the money received for them," she said. When asked to comment 
on the extra forms and flies necessitated by this "new accountability," La 
Plante explains that the paper-reporting system is the only way, and that 
this tightening-down has heightened the credibility of Commission among 
administrators over the past three or four years. 

"A sliding-over of formalities often occurs," she stated, going on to em· 
phasize that this comment is not at al1 negative. Under the constrail)ts of 
time and the special colloquial atmosphere of the col1ege community as an 
arena for policy discussion, some informality only facilitates quicker ac· 
tion. La Plante feels as though Commission, while occasionally skipping 
over some procedures, concentrates on the most pressing campus con· 
cerns and, if functioning properly, even catches potential structural pro
blems before they surface into campus·wide issues. 

BuUding good leaders for any student organization is difficult on this 
campus, and the need within Commission is especialiy acute, says La 
Plante. She would like to see a program for the development of leadership 
extending over several quarters, but feels that this may be unrealistic, con· 
sidering the K Plan. The result? "Our good leadership can be 'splotchy' 
from quarter to quarter," said La Plante. "The strength of Student Com· 
mission really rests in its people." 

While generally applauding Commission's policy of not rescuing 
floundering organizations, leaving the strength of student organitations to 
be a direct reflection of student interest, La Plante points out that Commis· 
sion leaders may need to rethink Commission's relationship to special in
terest campus organizations. She feels that Commission might be expec
ting too much involvement on the part of organization members. About a 
year ago, Commission bylaws were changed, requiring that each organiza· 
tion provide a CUB representative to be involved with campus·wide ac
tivities, in order to relieve the enormous responsibilities placed upon only 
a few people . Commission sought to lessen burn
out among organization leaders by creating a broader sense of involve· 
ment and a diffusion of responsibilities. But now, La Plante says, this 
distribution of responsibility may be too oppressive to organization 
members. 

La Plante believes that saddling organization members with added 
responsibilities may not be as fitting as it appeared to be, saying, "If you're 
interested in any organization-Ski Club, for example-you join it because 
you want to ski, not because you particularly want to organize campus ac· 
tivities. If you did, you'd join Student Commission or CUB or SEE, etc." 
She feels that this is a very legitimate topic for discussion among Commis
sion members. " Here," she said, "the overlap doesn't make a lot ofprac· 
tical sense. I would hate to see students not joining organizations simply 
because they were afraid of getting sucked into more than they could han
dle." 



Building a cultural bridge 
by Samer Yaghnam, jordan 

In the day long conference on "The Islamic Resurgence and American 
Foreign Policy" which K hosted last week, Dr. Laurie Mylroie of HaNard 
started to talk about what she believed was Islam's "militant fundamen
talism" and Islam's "frustration." She backed her statements with ex
amples from the recent past, such as the TWA hijacking in Beirut. 

In this article I am hoping to give another dimension to the problem 
which Dr. Mylroie liked to call the West's "superiority" over Islam and the 
East. 

The whole image of Islam to the West, and to the American public, has 
been quite negative, and the reasons, in my opinion, can be attributed to a 
problem of misconceptions on the part of both cultures. 

I am not a Muslim, but I was born in a Muslim country and I've lived in it 
all my life. As I grew up, I became acquainted with the religion and its 
ideas, but when I came to the United States to study, I came in contact with 
a lot of people who simply thought that Islam is a religion of "holy war" 
and "terrorism." 

I am writing this article neither to defend the religion against such ac
cusations (although I personally believe that such accusations are false 
and nearsighted), nor to explain its ideas, but to help build a bridge of 
understanding between both worlds, because I strongly believe that both 
cultures can learn a great deal from each other. 

To the East (and by the East I mean the Middle East in particular, and 
the Islamic world in general), the culture of the West is a materialistic one, 
in which the basic laws of religion are ignored , and the basic notion of a 
"dog eat dog" world prevails. 

To the West, the East is "hell" on Earth, in which people kill each other 
all the time, veiled women have no rights, and the most common game is 
Russian roulette. 

Again, I do not intend to justify each side's claim, because I think that 
such justification would only lead to more misconceptions. To me it seems 
that each side is looking at the other through a keyhole, and neither side 
realizes that the other is a culture by itself with its own values, own beliefs, 
own needs, and own problems. 

In other words, what I intend to say is that each culture does not have the 
right to look at the other cultu.r<l's problems and judge by its own values, its 
own terms, and to accept the answer it comes up with as the right, the 
legitimate, and the only one. 

So the problem so far is that the East and the West do not understand 
each other, but do they even try? I doubt it, because if they did try to 
understand, the problems would not have reached such dimensions, and I 
am sorry to say things do not seem to be getting better. 

Getting over the problem would not be easy, since both sides have to 
give up some of their already deep-rooted faulty beliefs and ideas. One 
way to help people in the West to see the "true" East, and vice versa, is to 
promote dialogues (such as the one that Kalamazoo College hosted) bet
ween the two cultures on all levels. 

As I said before, the two cultures can learn a lot from each other if such 
prejudices are removed and forgotten. So why don't we, as people, try to 
understand each other's worlds in the right manner? Even with the little 
we can do, it would be a step forward. 

Ringers celebrate peal 
To the editor: 

As president of the Kalamazoo College Guild of Change Ringers, it is my 
pleasure to announce the accomplishment of the ringing of the first peal 
on the bells of StetsOn Chapel by students and alumni of this college. The 
exercise took place Sunday, May 1 I , and lasted two hours and 51 minutes. 
It consisted of the methods Plain Bob and St. Clement's Minor. 

A peal is distinguished by the continuous ringing of 5040 changes, no 
consecutive two alike. Our campus ringers included john Schreiner, Tina 
Stoecklin, and Yuriko Yamanaka. Alumni were Tom Farthing, Mark Rizzo, 
and Chris Stibal. A large sigh of joy and relief, and a bottle of champagne, 
were shared by all at the conclusion of the exercise. 

Another notable happening in the tower was the ringing of a quarter peal 
on Monday, April 21, in honor of Queen Elizabeth's sixtieth birthday. This , 
one consisted of 1320 changes in the method of St. Simon's Doubles. 
Ringers included Amy Conrad, Kelly Ducap, john Schreiner, Tina 
Stoecklin, and Yuriko Yamanaka. The tower received the following com
munication from Windsor Castle, dated April 29, the succeeding week: 

Dear Mr. Smith, 
I write in answer to your letter of 24th April to Sir Philip Moore, which I 

have laid before The Queen. Her Majesty UXlS pleased ta hear that her 60th 
birthday has been celebrated at Kalamazoo with a quarter peal of St. 
Simon's Doubles, and sends her congratulations to the members of the 
Kalamazoo College Guild of Change Ringers. 

Yours Sincerely, 
Kenneth Scott 

The next challenge on the ringers' schedule is the recording of various 
methods to enter into striking competition. 

A. T. Conrad K'S6 
President 
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On intolerance toward gays 
To the editor: 

Recently, a film was shown on cam
pus entitled Before Stonewall: The 
Making of a Gay and Lesbian Com
munity, which was, undoubtedly, the 
most positive portrayal of gay men and 
lesbians that I have seen in three years 
at Kalamazoo College. lt was an 
educational and honest exploration of 
the history of homosexuality in the . 
United States. On the evening follow
ing the film, a close gay friend of mine 
was verbally assaulted from a 
Trowbridge window, by someone he 
did not know, as he walked by. There 
was no subtlety to what was said, simp
ly "I hate you, you fucking faggot." 
The juxtaposition of these two 
events-one enormously validating, 
the other enormously damaging-as 
well as many other recent demonstra
tions of intolerance and misunderstan
ding of homOS<lXuals, have incited me 
to present my own reflections on this 
issue and some possibilities for 
positive change. 

innumerable issues which surround 
homosexuality that are understandably 
terrifying to those who do not identify 
with it. The student in Trowbridge 
may naively feel that his personal safe
ty is threatened by gays. He may be 
afraid of being labelled gay because of 
stereotypica1ly homosexual traits he 
has. He may be scared of any 
homosexual feeling he has himself. 
The point is that it is all right to be 
scared, but it is not all right to manifest 
fear through violence. We must fmd 
constructive ways to confront fear and 
avoid assaults on other human beings 
based simply on sexual preference. 

Fear of other people is not 
something we want to acknowledge 
within oUfS<llves. Yet it has been felt 
and reacted to in relation to minorities 
throughout history. It is interesting to 
recognize that the violence we see 
against gays is rooted in the same fear 
as past and presen'\ VIolence toward 
other unique minorities-.:;uch as jews 

opportunity of experiencing both the 
freedom of the majority to judge, as 
well as the pain of the minority in be
ing judged. It would benefit us all to 
validate and learn from their ex
perience. 

Unfortunately, we are moving further 
from this point rather than closer to it. 
Homosexuals and heterosexuals at 
Kalamazoo are completely polarized, 
each existing in isolated spheres. I 
wonder how we can ever learn from, 
and give to, each other as long as we 
maintain this polarization. I believe 
that we need to begin working toward 
change by viewing the issue of sexual 
preference on a continuum. Homosex
uals do not ask heterosexuals to pro
claim that they are gay. They simply 
want to be validated as another accep
table lifestyle. The idea of a con
tinuum places heterosexuality and 
homosexuality as relative to each 
other, rather than as polar opposites, 
and both share legitimacy. Also, the 

At Kalamazoo College, we live under 
a pretense of social acceptance. We 
are a community of bright, aware, and 
usually well-informed individuals. 
With this comes the expectation that 
we will, at some level, try to unders
tand those who differ from us. We 
have learned that education is a pro
cess of questioning, exploring, and try
ing to grasp what we do not easily com
prehend. Thus, in an effort to pursue 
this ideal, many of us feign a tolerance 
for others that we do not necessarily 
feel. We claim that we are divefS<l and 
open, and many of us sincerely believe 
that K is a safe place for "deviants." 
We cover our judgments, our in
tolerance, and our hostility under a 
blanket of acceptance. Yet frequently, 
incidents will occur like that which 
happened to my friend outside of 
Trowbridge, and a hole will be ripped 
in that blanket, exposing all of the 
misunderstanding underneath. 

It is all right to be scared, but it is not all right to 
manifest fear through violence. We must find 
constructive ways to confront fear and avoid 
assaults on other human beings based simply 
on sexual preference. 

One has to wonder what motivated 
the student who launched such a bla
tant attack from his window. Was he 
with a group of friends, seeking accep
tance and validation? Does he carry 
with him the feeling that his masculini
ty is threatened by the presence of gay 
men, and thus took this opportunity to 
assault one? Was he venting some 
other unknown frustration or inade
quacy? My belief is that his action was 
largely motivated by fear. There are 

and blacks. We look at the Holocaust 
today and are appalled. Yet, it has 
been suggested that a similar thing 
may one day happen to homOS<lXuals. 
Though this is an extreme example, it 
points out the many similarities in the 
attitudes of those who have held 
hostility toward jews and those who 
have toward gays. Both groups are 
mmorities and have had to combat 
stereotypes, unjust assumptions, and 
degrading reputations. They have 
fought to be recognized as full human 
beings who consist of more than the 
labels placed upon them. 

At Kalamazoo College, we live in a 
very homogenous community. We are 
not often asked to confront minorities. 
Perhaps this is a step we should take 
oUfS<llves. If we want to be honest in 
the desire to understand others, we 
need to see that gays are a valuable 
asset to us. Most of the gays at K ore 
individuals who have grown up in the 
"majority." They have had the rare 
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continuum forces us to give up ab
solute labels for everyone-gay and 
non-gay. 

Finally, what I am proposing is that 
all groups of people work to be more 
sensitive to each other. It is as 
necessary within the heterosexual 
community and the homosexual com
munity as it is between the two. Gays 
need to be sensitive to those who do 
not identify with them, men need to be 
sensitive to women, gay men to other 
gay men and straight men, lesbians to 
other lesbians and straight women, 
and women to men. All of the poten
tially conflicting combinations need to 
be recognized and reconciled. If we 
look at the insignificance of the things 
on which we choose to judge one 
another, perhaps we can start to talk 
about our fears . We must improve our 
communication in order to combat that 
violent expression of ignorance and 
fear. 

Nancy Crump K'S7 
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Breneman, La Plante "chat" 
by David Torresen K'87 

College President David Breneman 
and Dean of Students Marilyn La 
Plante held their quarterly fireside 
chat, sponsored by Student Commis
sion, Wednesday night in the Presi
dent's Lounge. Although student at
tendance was considerably lower than 
it has been at previous fireside chats, 
many varied topics were discussed, in
cluding the proposed general educa
tion curricular revision, the possible 
installment of an Asian Studies pro
gram, proposals for a newly-structured 
counseling department, chapel 
renovations, student attrition rates, 
and emotional crises among student 
during winter quarter. 

Regarding the proposed general 
education program: La Plante explain
ed that this fall 80 freshmen will volun-

fruitful for a certain type of student," 
she said. Nonetheless, Breneman said 
that student reactions should be fairly 
easy to measure after the initial year of 
the pilot program. '" think we'll get a 
good feel [for the program's effec
tiveness), mainly by word of mouth," 
he said. "Students will either be ex
cited about it or they won't be." 

A student then asked whether the ar
rival of Dr. Timothy Light as the new 
provost will have any effect upon the 
creation of an Eastern Studies concen
tration at the College. Breneman's 
response was favorable: '" think this 
is a great direction for the College to 
take, and' want to see it happen, but 
it's very ambitious for a small college 
to do." He hopes to see the creation of 
an endowed chair position for Asian 
Studies, as well as the scheduling of 
two courses, to be taught boY Dr. Wen 

I'm worried that there's a. .. lack of sophistica
tion about learning and education that we're 
seeing more and more ... people not knowing 
how to study the way it's going to be expected of 
them-Marilyn La Plante 

tarily enroll in four "tier one" general 
education courses, spanning the four 
liberal arts divisions. Professors for 
the courses have already been 
selected, she said. 

La Plante stated that the task of 
evaluating the success or failure of 
next year's program will largely rest 
upon the faculty who teach the 
courses, as well as on scrutiny of 
academic success of students enrolled 
in the program. Both Breneman and 
La Plante said that statistically guaging 
the program's effectiveness will be dif
ficult, especially since students involv
ed in the program will not be randomly 
selected. "There was real concern 
among the faculty that it would be a 
self-selected group, for you still 
wouldn't know whether it would work 
for the full range of abilities and in
terests representative of the total 
freshman class, that it may only prove 

Chao Chen, spanning Chinese history 
and political movements. 

La Plante later stated her expecta
tions for alteration of the counseling 
department. These plans include the 
recruitment of a full-time counselor, 
with a background in clinical 
psychology, who would also possibly 
teach a psychology course. "That's 
the first step," said La Plante, "and we 
hope to have that person in place by 
the beginning of fall quarter." As a 
secondary goal, La Plante said she 
hopes to also hire a part-time 
counselor to play a "complimentary 
role" to the full-time one; that is, the 
part-time counselor would be of the op
posite sex and of a different age 
bracket. La Plante said she has not 
given up interest in the relocation of 
counseling offices. She recently con
sulted with counseling departments at 
other colleges and received "recom-

While touring London, Tina Stoecklin K'87 ran into a familar face 
among the K community: Bill Theobald of the Whitechape! Bell 
Foundry, Theobald, who spent six months in Kalamazoo overseeing 
the installation of the Stetson bells, gave Stoecklin a tour of the an
cient bell foundry, with its 16th century bells, seen here. 

mendations to have the offices in a 
more off-the-beaten-path area, or 
someplace where there is a diffusion of 
the reason for being there." This 
relocation, La Plante said, would ideal
ly encourage students who may be 
somewhat inhibited to seek counseling 
services. 

Breneman and La Plante next 
discussed chapel renovations, which 
officially will go underway early inJuly, 
despite the chapel office's recent 
relocation in the Trowbridge base
ment. They expect all renovation work 
to be completed long before the spr
ing, 1987 commencement activities. 
"If everything goes smoothly, all the 
work will be done by about the end of 
February," Breneman said. adding 
that "we've got to get back into the 
wedding business-we're fouling up 
hundreds of weddings." 

Breneman explained that chapel 
renovations will be extensive, and will 
include relacement of the organ (con
tracted for installment by early 1988), 
installation of a modernized heating 
system, addition of handicapped 
facilities, renovation of chapel offices, 
plumbing work, acoustical enhance
ment, and substantial structural rein
forcement. 

When asked about the reputedly 
high attrition rate among students of 
the current sophomore class during 
their freshman summer, La Plante ad
mitted that the drop-out rate was slight
ly greater than in previous years, but 
by no means "disturbing. What I'm 
more concerned about is the number 
of students that we're losing this year, 
because , see them on a day-to-day 
basis. I don't know what to attribute 
that to. People I've talked to are leav
ing for a variety of reasons." Accor
ding to La Plante, these reasons in
clude difficulty meeting financial 
demands, a desire for more specializa
tion within academic departments, a 
dissatisfaction with the liberal arts for
mat, a need for a less demanding 
workload, a need for "time out," and 
for what La Plante considers a disturb
ing number of academic dismissals. 
''I'm worried that there's a-I don't 
even know what phrase to use, ex
cept-lack of sophistication about lear
ning and education that we're seeing 
more and more ... people not know
ing how to study the way it's going to 
be expected of them. 'think some of 
the freshmen, in particular, get lost, 
and they get down so far that they can't 
recoup." 

Concerning the allegedly high rate of 
suicide attempts and other related 
emotional crises during the past winter 
quarter, La Plante said "it was certain
ly greater than the year before, but not 
exceptional." La Plante said she is un
sure exactly why this increase occur
red, but partially attributed it to the 
high rate of physical illness last 
quarter. "The only feature I could see 
that's any different from other winter 
quarters was hoY' much illness there 
was. 'wonder if people have very little 
reselVe to deal with the normal 
stresses of winter quarter when they're 
physically exhausted. ,. 

La Plante also referred to a "com
plex of classes," especially among 
science students, which may have con
tributed to inordinate stress levels. 
Another contributor, she felt. was the 
"rebound effect" of negative attitudes 
about winter quarter. about suicide at
tempts, about transferring-all of 
which contributed to an overall 
languor among students. 

"I'm happy to report that we're not 
seeing any aftermath to that 
instability," said La Plante. "Things 
are fairly quiet now, although that's not 
to say that people aren't unstable." 

NYU's Sarno speaks 
by Benjamin Clarke K'89 

'" hope I don't shock you," said former K student Dr. John Sarno as he 
began his lecture, entitled "Whither Western Medicine?", in the Olmsted 
Room last night. Sarno was speaking on a topic which he calls ~tremely 
controversial: the new destiny of the practice of healmg. Tradlllonally, 
Western medicine has viewed the mind and body as two distinct entities 
which should be diagnosed and treated separately. However, at this point 
in time, Sarno and others like him are rejecting this tradiuonal neuon, and 
instead are placing a heavy emphasis on the "interweaving of the mmd 
and body" in health care. . ., 

Sarno, currently professor of medicine at New York Umverslty s Post
Graduate Medical School and attending physician at the NYU MedIcal 
Center's Institute of Rehabilitative Medicine, recognized a "minor revolu
tion" in the health care industry which has involved changes in the financ
ing, politics, and litigation of medicine, as well as a new emphasis on the 
"holistic" approach to healing, which appears to be quIte successful, he 
said. Sarno gave numerous examples of cases where individuals h.ave 
shown the ability to influence their physical condition through the mmd. 
One yoga student, in an experiment testing immunity reactions t~ a 
chicken pox vaccine, was consistently able to manipulate her own Im
munity reactions through visualization and meditati?n. Many .other ex
amples of how physical well-being is affected by emotional reactIons were 
cited. In one study, rats who had control over their environments were 
shown to have a higher resistance to cancer than rats who didn't. Sarno 
said we "had better start looking at these things more seriously," and add
ed that it's time to "mobilize the individual's own mental facUities." 

"Tension myositis syndrome" is Sarno's particular field of mind/body 
research. His theory is that many back problems are caused by the body 
channeling tension into physical stress. in his new book, Mind Over Bock 
Pain, he deals with how' tension can restrict circulation through the 
autonomic nervous system. This reduction in blood flow leads to the 
reduction of oxygen circulation, which is the "operant factor" in muscle, 
nerve, and tendon pain. According to this theory, surgery and drugs are 
not necessary for back ailments. "Treatment is understanding what is hap
pening to their bodies," Sarno said, explaining that patients need to accept 
their emotions and not allow the subconscious to bury tensions in their 
bodies. 

Part of the reason our society is experiencing a "back pain epidemic" is 
that we are socialized to repress our feelings, Sarno said. Self-realization 
of tension sublimation is the key to Sarno's back therapy methods. He said 
it is also crucial to deal with problematic personality characteristiCS, 
psychological conficts, and external stress. Many relaxation techniques, 
such as yoga and biofeedback therapy, serve this function, Sarno said. He 
said that psychological counseling is also valuable, as it encourages peo
ple that it is "good and normal to be emotional." 

As chance would have it, Sarno gave his address at K last night exactly 
43 years after leaving here to serve in World War II. Since that time, Sarno 
has helped pioneer a clinic which emphasized "full medical treatment for 
prices people could pay." He has numerous publications to his credit, and 
has co-authored articles such as "The Functional Life Scale," with his wife 
Martha, a professional speech therapist. 

Baseball team 
completes season 

by Ray Hrycko K'89 

The Kalamazoo men's baseball team recently finished its 1986 season 
with a 3-26 record. The team's coach, Jim Heath, said, "Certainly it was 
disappointing. 'We're not proud of it, but we're not down on it either." 
Despite the team's record, the season featured some bright spots. Two of 
these were center fielder Mike Rose K'86, the team's MVP with a .417 bat
ting average, and pitcher Steve Dougherty K'89, voted most improved 
player. 

Practice for their season began February I. The schedule included a 
southern trip to Alabama for warm-up games in mid-March. and a return 
north in early April for the regular season. League and non-league games 
were usually held on Wednesdays and Saturdays, concluding with a game 
at Calvin College May 10. 

Rose, on the first team all-conference for the second year in a row and 
an honorary co-captain along with Steve Macklin K'86, stated, "I had a 
good season, but our poor record made it seem less important. One of our 
problems was that we started with founeen guys and ended with twelve, 
while sometimes the other team would have twelve on their pitching staff 
alone. But the 'Dirty Dozen,' as Coach Heath called us, gave some gutsy 
performances in the last few games." 

As Dougherty put it, "a lot of the young players got experience. And 
despite the 'most improved' award going to me, our entire team was doing 
much better near the end. What hurt us in the close games was our lack of 
depth. 

Left fielder David Smith K'89 explained, "We were basically a freshman 
team, with six on the team, and by the end of the season our confidence 
had really improved." 

The 1986 season was tough on the players physically as well as mental
ly; because of their small number, the players were forced to play not only 
their primary position, but secondary positions as well. -

Bucknell Chorale 
to visit Wednesday 

by Katie Murphy K'89 

Pennsylvania's Bucknell University Concert Chorale will join the 
Kalamazoo College Singers to present a concert this Wednesday at 7 pm 
in Stetson Chapel. The concert is part of Bucknell's five-city public concert 
tour through Ohio, illinois, and Michigan. 

Under the direction of Dr. William A. Payn, the 50-member Bucknell 
ensemble will sing a variety of traditional pieces and contemporary works, 
including Mendelssohn's motets, Schubert's An die Sonne. Three Mounlan 
Bal/ads by Nelson, and arrangements of Sondheim's music from Sweeney 
Todd and Sunday in the Pork WIth George. 

The College Singers, under the direction of Judy Breneman, will perform 
Five Canzonels by Berger, Charm Me Asleep from the Kings' Singers Vic
torian collection, and the Andalusian folk song Ayer Te He I"lSlo. The 
choirs will join forces to sing the traditional Negro spiritual Elijah. Rock. 

The Bucknell chorale has performed extensively on the east coast, in
cluding performances at worship selVices in New York's St. Patrick's 
Cathedral and the National Cathedral in Washington D.C. Payn and 
Breneman have previously worked together with handbell choirs in 
Washington D.C .. 

Anticipating Wednesday's concert, Breneman said that "this is almost a 
fll'St for the College, since we haven't had this sort of choral exchange in a 
long time. It should be a very interesting experience for both listeners and 
singers alike." 
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Curricular changes: 
prospects and problems 

by David Strauss 
professor of history 

Two important changes in the cur
riculum are planned for the coming 
academic year. Four new core ccurses 
on the Western heritage will be offered 
to a Significant portion of the freshman 
class in lieu of certain distributionals. 
At the same time, the new provost, Pro
fessor Timothy Light-and by implica
tion the faculty-is committed to the 
gradual introduction of courses in East 
Asit\!l language and culture. This 
means that the College will be reasser
ting the primacy of the Western tradi
tion while expanding its offerings to in
clude non-Western areas which are 
virtually ignored iu the current cur
riculum. Because these two ambitious 
ventures have separate origins, little 
attention has been given to their 
mutual impact. What follows are some 
reflections on both proposals which 
are intended to suggest prospects and 
problems. 

heritage. This explains the appeal of 
the Hutchins' curriculum not only in 
the 1930s, but also in the 1950s when 
the tensions of the Cold War seemed to 
demand a fighting creed. 

It is not entirely surprising that the 
abandonment of the core curriculum at 
many coll!!'ges and universities coin
cided with the easing of tensions bet
ween the United States and the Soviet 
Union as well as the liberation of col
onial empires in the early 19605. The 
sense of 1nsecurity which accom
panied the introduction of curricular 
requirements diminished markedly at 
this time. Simultaneously, critics ques
tioned the need to focus on the West. 
The emerging African states and the 
increasing independence of China 

' from the Soviet Union indicated that 
the center of power was shifting from 
the WOlllt to other places on the globe. 
Why then focus the curriculum on 
Europe? Liberating students from re
quired courses dealing with the West 
would enable them to study the Third 

It is particularly striking that Kalamazoo should 
be mounting a core program 0/ Western studies 
just as the College is embcirking on an effort to 
teach more systematically other areas 0/ the 
world-David Strauss 

The four new core courses are 
essentially old-fashioned in character. 
These courses will introduce students 
to the Western heritage. They examine 
great works of literature, art, 
philosophy and science in order to pro
vide a common intellectual framework 
for students to build on in their upper
class years. This program emerges 
from the same uneasiness which 
motivated Robert Hutchins in the 
19305 at the University of Chicago to 
design a similar Great Books program. 
Hutchins fulminated against the elec
tive system in higher education 
because it failed to assure that 
students would confront the critical 
issues and ideas presented in the 
"classics" from Plato to Freud. 
However, Hutchins' curriculum not on
ly waged war on electives, but also on 
Hitler, Stalin and Mussolini. Indeed, 
the crisis setting in which the cur
riculum was proposed was a major fac
tor in its success. The Great Books 
were seen as weapons in the struggle 
against totalitarianism. It was assumed 
that students who assimilated the 
values articulated in these books 
WO!JId understand and defend their 

World. And, in fact, area studies pro
grams proliferated in the 19605. 

The movement to return to a 
Western studies core approach, which 
Kalamazoo has now joined, began at 
many institutions in the late 19705: 
This movement reflects the same 
uneasiness aboUl electives that stirred 
Hutchins in the '19305. And it may also 
reflect a renewed concern abou t the 
decline of the West in our times. But, it 
is particularly striking that Kalamazoo 
should be mounting a core program of 
Western studies just as the College is 
embarking on an effort to teach more 
systematically other areas of the world. 
Little consideration has yet been given 
to the implications of what appear to 
be two diametrically opposed 
schemes. Is it possible and lor 
desirable to reassert the centrality of 
Western values in the curriculum 
while at the same time affirming the 
critical importance of studying the 
non-West? 

There is not easy answer to this 
question, but there are several ways of 
thinking about these two directions as 
part of a coherent approach to the cur
riculum. Clearly, if the liberal arts an! 

designed to prepare students for the 
world in which they live. they need 
both to understand the Western 
heritage which shapes their own socie
ty and the larger world in which they 
live. Moreover, in an intellectual 
sense, the two approaches require 
each other, since the notion of the 
"West" only has meaning in relation to 
other areas of the world where dif
ferent ways of life prevail. The uni
queness of the West must be 
understood in terms of some "non
West." On these grounds, it make 
sense to embrace both directions. 

The more difficult problem is to 
determine the precise relation bet
ween these two directions in the cur
riculum. For the moment, at least, the 
core is exclusively Western. Does this 
imply a value judgment on the part of 
the curriculum planners that the West 
is superior tal more important than the 
non-West? Or does it simply suggest a 
starting point for students? You deal 
with your own heritage before trying 
out exotic ones? No guidelines are yet 
provided to indicate the number and 
kinds of courses which students might 
take in Western and non-Western 
areas. Only when that happens will we 
have a clearer sense of the relative 
weight which is given to studying these 
areas. 

Finally, some consideration of the 
terms "East" and "West," which I and 
others use so casually, would help 
clarify the implications of these two 
curricular directions. The terms and 
their users, by suggesting that the 
areas of the world to which they are ap
plied are self-contained. isolated and 
static, distort the reality. As we all 
know, for 2000 years and more, the 
world has been characterized by the 
spread of ideas, people, and goods 
from one area to another. For example, 
Europe has been shaped by thejudeo
Christian tradition which is Middle
Eastern in character, while the East, 
japan especially, has shown a 
remarkable ability to integrate Western 
values into older cultures. Doing the 
new programs well will require some 
reflection on the meaning of such 
cultural encounters in history. 

It remains to be seen how well the 
core program and the courses on the 
Far East will cohabit in the curriculum. 
Regarded as separate entities, they im
ply a world of cultures in isolation. 
Considered together, they may help to 
provide a more coherent picture of the 
complex world in which we live. 

African Studies sturdy 
by josef Marker K'88 

Foreign Study in Africa is considered exotic and adventurous by many, 
but a small percentage of K students decide to take this adventurous 
plunge. 

The state of the African Foreign Study program is holding steady, said 
Dr. Sandra Greene, head of African Studies at K. Greene said that African 
centers are no less popular and no more popular than they were five years 
ago when she began her teaching career here. 

Greene believes that one factor contributing to this low-but-steady level 
of participation in Foreign Study in Africa is students' overall perceptions 
of the continent. Students' perceptions of Africa are highly influenced by 
negative press about this region of the world, said Greene. She gave ex
amples of countries being depicted as drought-ravaged nations with 
population and food distribution problems, or nations in turmoil because 
of racial and/or political disturbances. 

However, Greene added, these cases do not make up the total reality of 
a continent as vast as Africa. This one-sided view that Western media uses 
to portray Africa helps determine the popularity of Foreign Study in Africa 
said Greene. ' 

Greene also said that the fact that Africa is not a center of attraction in 
terms of the job market deters some students from considering African 
Foreign Study. She noted that in the 1960s and early 1970s there was 
more interest in study in Africa because the general goals fo the student 
population were not as career-centered as they are today, and because 
there was not as n:>uch negative press about Africa. However, she added 
that there are career possibilities in Africa, but not many on the BA entry 
level. 

One example of this can be seen through Dr. David Evans', of K's 
biology department, experiences. He worked in Njala, Sierre Leone at the 
University of Sierre Leone through a Fulbright Lectureship during the 
1982-83 academic year. Evans said that the tropical environment of this 
area was ideal for his etymology studies. While he was there he worked on 
collecting tropical insects for a collection, and taught an etymology course 
and a biology course, and consulted with the biology department at USL. 

According to Dr. james Buschman of the Foreign Study office, the center 
in Ghana, which has not been open since 1977, is the only African center 
that is closed at this time. It was closed because of economic and political 
instability. The centers in Senegal, Liberia and Kenya have been closed 
during some years since 1962 because of political or economic condi
tions, the lack of student interest, or the lack of negotiations with univer
sities in these countries. The center in Freetown, Sierre Leone is the only 
center which has remained open since 1962. The center in !fe, Nigeria 
was open between 1970 and 1973 but was then closed. Buschman said 
however, that the center in !fe may be reopened because Dr. Lawai of K's 
African Studies department and the Foreign Study office have re
established discussions with the university there. Buschman added that 
the center in Ghana is not totally ruled out as an active center for the 
future, but that no negotiations were underway. 

Greene said that the level of interest in African Studies courses here at 
Kalamazoo College is high enough to encourage expansion of this depart
ment. And, because K's African Studies program is comparatively 
strong-bolstered by K's serving as anchor college for African Studies in 
the GLeA-the department's expansion might also raise the level of 
African Foreign Study, she added. 

Opinion: But why Africa? 
by Susan Priller K'87 

"Why did you go to Africa?" 
Urn, w'lll, why does anyone go to a particular Foreign Study center? 

Some people really can't say exactly why they went to Europe or Africa or 
anywhere else with accuracy, unless they know their personal motivations 
inside and out. I suppose I never had any well-thought-out reason for wan
ting to go to Kenya either, although I was pointedly asked about it by my 
family and friends. I came up with several flippant, defensive responses: 
because it's there; because I wanted to avoid European winters and large, 
loud groups of shopping-crazed Americans; because I didn't want to gain 
twenty pounds on Swiss chocolate and French bread; whatever. 

In the middle of all this flippancy and defensive posturing-and my ac
tual six-month stay in Kenya-I did come up with my reason for seeing 
Africa: it's different. I was given the opportunity to go to a place too many 
others knew little about-the non-Western world. Unfortunately, it's the 
fear of the "different," the unknown, that keeps many people from study
ing there. 

That word, "non-Western," conjures up negative connotations in our 
minds: primitive, backwards, remote, or Simply foreign. Not "foreign" in 
the sense that France/GermanylSpain are "foreign," but in the sense of 
"alien," "strange," or "bizarre." An African student at K wrote in the In
dex earlier this quarter and mentioned that students who studied in Africa 
were ohen considered adventurous. I suppose we are, in some way; we 
voluntarily became a Visible minority in a radically different culture and, 
as a result, we've had to question many of our deeply-held, possibly biased 
beliefs about ourselves, as individuals and as United States citizens. You 
can label this process a "realization of limitations." Regardless, it gives an 
overall depth to the college community. Let's call this depth "diversity." 
I'm not going to lie and say that this is an easy thing to accomplijh; it does 
take some guts to question the familiar. Anyone of us that studies abroad 
does a fair amount of this soul-searching, but Africa, Colombia, and the 
Far East make soul-searching necessary. 

My immediate reaction to K's proposed program to enhance non
Western studies was a barely audible "It's about time" mumbled under 
my breath. I've since become more vehement. It's about time this college 
started to work for the so-called "diversity" it is supposed to have and stop 
granting it mere lip-service. The Foreign Study programs to Europe allow 
for some "diversity," but it's just not enough. 



The K Survey: 

Global education 
compiled by Xristine Altwies X'88 

The participant!J: Melinda Brady X'86; Chris Corcoran X'BT; Dr. Robert 
Stauffer, professor of sociology; Dr. }. Mam Thompson, professor of 
religion; Trlsh Wagner X'89; Tim Webster X'86. Survey conducted 
Wednesday, May 21. 

1. How strong is K's commitment to the so called "global education," in 
your opinion? Do you feel that you are giveP sufficient exposure to 
global ideas? 
Webster: I think K certainly has a commitment to what it calls an international 
education-it's a definite strong point on the part 01 the school-but I don't 
think that there's a commitment to provide a broad range of study in 
"neglected" areas. I've been exposed to many Asian ideas but that's just 
because of my particular interest-yet I know little or nothing about Central 
and South America, the Middle East, or Africa. 
Corcoran: K does a good job for its size. I suppose even large universities 
can't ensure that everyone gets an "adeqaate" sampling of all cultures. 1 do 
think, however, that K could do more. I stood in the Islamic section of the 
Chicago institute of Art the other day, and was overwhelmed with how foreign 
Islam is to me. Islam. I don't even know what Islam includes. 
Wagner: If "global" stands for Western Europe and Africa, I think we have a 
great system. Unfortunately that's not what "global" means to me. I find class 
offerings to be nearly sufficient; studying Buddism, Gandhi, tlte people and 
cultures of Mexico and the U.s. Hispanics touch the areas of our world which I 
feel our Foreign Study programs essentially ignore. 
Brady: The opportunities at K for global educatiOn are good, because there's 
a lot of professors who are really active in global awareness. As far as students 
go-you find two basic extremes at K. There are those who are involved with 
groups such as SCPNV, and take initiative and are committed to the project, 
but then there are also those who are not concerned with anything other than 
classes and recreation. 
Stauffer: K's commitment is much greater than that found at most schools. I 
hope, however, that when the full revision of general education is realized, 
this will include a requirement that all students take at least one non-Western 
course. 
Thompson: The commitment of the faculty is strong, but I'm not sure that 
students get enough exposure. I think one positive thing is the increasing 
number of foreign students here at K. When we talk about religion, I think it's 
very parochial to talk only about Western religion. Cocurricular activities, 
seminars, etc. provide exposure to "global ideas" also. 

2. Do you think that the course offerings for studies In Central and 
South America, Asia, and Africa are ade<Juate at K? If not, what would 
you like to see more of? 
Webster: It seems like the most comprehensive programs are the summer 
courses on African Studies. I've personally found it difficult to fit Asian 
courses into my schedule. It seems to me that they (Asian courses) are offered 
fairly infrequently. I'd like to see Asian courses in more areas, such as Asian 
literature, and I'd like to see such classes offered on a more regular basis. 
Corcoran: No. I do think that African Studies are expanding (i.e. with the in
clusion of visiting professors like 4wal from the University of Ife, Nigeria). I 
also think that the diversity of departments offering courses relating to Africa 
is encouraging: English, history, archaeology, humanities. Although I'm less 
familiar with Central and South American courses and I sense a fair number 
exist, the courses (at least their titles) appear too expansive. 
Wagner: I wish more information could be made available to freshmen so that 
they could take the summer to contemplate what would be best for them, sort 
of get a head start . . . 

Brady: I don't think I'm qualified to answer this, due simply to the fact that all I 
have to go on is the one-year class schedule. I've never taken a class which 
pertained to Central and South America, Asia, or Africa. I think the summer 
African program is good, yet, as is apparent, I've never been moved to take 
any other courses in the above-mentioned areas; this is perhaps indicative of a 
lack of commitment on K's part to stimulate interest in such courses. 
Sta.dl~ Given the additional courses taught each summer by visiting faculty, 
our overall offerings on Africa are comparatively strong. Regarding Latin 
America, our primary weakness is the lack of a history course. Asia is another 
matter; while we offer a few good courses, our curriculum as a whole is 
meager in this area, even aside from the absence of any regularly offered 
Asian languages. I think, however, this will change over the next few years. 
Thompson: In general, I think we're deficient in courses in Asia and Latin 
America. We are a small college, and we have to make certain difficult 
deCisions; there's always a tradeoff. If you teach a new course, you lose an 
old course, unless you increase the size of the faculty. We've got a very 
lean faculty and 1 think that's at the heart of it. 

3, It has been suggested that there is too much emphasis placed on 
Western Europe at K. Are you satisfied with the Foreign Study programs 
and languages offered? Do you feel that your Foreign Study ambitions 
could be (have been) realized at K? 
Webster: As far as the Asian Foreign Study programs are concerned, the 
number of students who are a~e to participate in the program is fairly limited. 
For example, the GLCAJACM only sends 30 students to Waseda in Tokyo 
each year-from all of the GLCAJACM schools. Maybe other programs should 
be investigated? While 1 think it's helpful to have exchange students teach 
neglected languages, 1 don't think it provides the best possible training. Yes, 
Western Europe has been overemphasized as far as Foreign Study and 
language programs are concerned. However, 1 don't see this as a large pro
blem due simply. to the fact that most of the students at K are, in my opinion, 
more rnterested rn Western European Foreign Study programs. The school's 
emphasis on Western Europe, however, probably reinforces this student in
terest. I really think that K should encourage students to at least think about 
alternatives. 
Corcoran: I think Western Europe is overemphasized. I realize that students 
can't just bop off to any lesser-developed country of their chOice, but I think 
more possibilities need to be explored. 
Wagner: K has strong programs in Western Europe and they seem quite ac
cessible, this proven by the fact that nearly everyone goes on these particular 
Foreign Study programs. Even though our African Studies program is fairly 
strong, it seems less accessible. The other centers like japan, Columbia, etc. 
are harc~ly ever talked about. This could be due to two reasons: people here 
Just don teare, or there 15 not enough information about these programs. 
Brady: It 15 a lot more of a hassle for the Foreign Study office to send someone 
tojapan, for instance, than it is to send a lot of students to Germany or Spain. 1 
think that the language programs at K are top-notch. 1 feel that my Foreign 
Study ambitions were realized at K, but 1 don't really think that I was too am
bitious with my plans; for that matter, 1 think most students don't really think 
about what they want out of Foreign Study until after they return. 
Stauffer: 1 am ambivalent about this. Our heritage, for the most pan, is that of 
Western Europe, and students ought to know and appreciate this heritage. But 
we must also expand the horizon for all students, at least through course-work 
rn the non-West, as well as keep and improve opportunities for more specializ
ed study of-and in-non·Western cultures for those students who ap
propriately want these opportunities. 
Thompson: I think we should have a lot more students going to Asia and 
South America. Students ought to be encouraged to go. Again, what can you 
~o? We dream as though we were a university, but in fact we are a small 
liberal arts college with limited resources. 

Breneman, Light hope to Easternize 
by jeffrey Kuipers K'87 

Kalamazoo College goes to Asia? 
More like: Kalamazoo College goes 
global. Recent interviews with Presi
dent David Breneman and soon-to-be
provost Dr. Timothy Light, currently 
the chairman of the Department of 
East Asian Languages and Literature 
at Ohio State University, attest not only 
to the strength and tradition of K's in
ternational perspective, but also to 
positive plans for the expansion of that 
perspective. 

That means courses, symposiums 
and new Foreign Study centers. Is the 
College's admitted Eurocentricity up 
for modification? 

Light, whose father and grandfather 
created Kalamazoo's Foreign Study 
program through his grandfather's 
estate, stressed two points concerning 
immediate action on course offerings 
and Foreign Study opportunities: first, 
the current program at Kalamazoo, un
disputedly one of me frnest for a col
lege its size in the nation, needs sup
port and enhancement; secondly, that 
his 8mval at K defmitely means new 
emphasis on Asian Studies. "Any
thing that is done will be an enhance
ment of that (existing) program, first ," 
said Light, adding that "When ex
cellent faculty is left underfunded, they 
cannot realize their full potential." 
Light, who will be arriving as K's new 
provost in mid-September, will ease in
to the changes, teaching a linguistics 
course, perhaps in the spring of 1987. 
Dr. Wen Chao Chen may also be offer
ing two courses next year. 

Light foresees an Asian Studies pro
gram burgeoning out of the existing 
resources at K and the Kalamazoo 
area, on a similar scale to the current 
African Studies program, including a 
set of courses and symposium leading 
into a possible Foreign Study ex
perience. When questioned about the 

feasibility of a program of such scope 
at a college the size of Kalamazoo, 
both Light and Breneman were very 
optimistic. "Dr. Breneman- and 1 
would not be planning on me coming 
there if we did not see it as being possi
ble," said Light. 

Breneman outlined two concerns 
with the program as it is envisioned. 
The first has to do with the structure of 
a language program. Currently, 
Chinese and other languages can be 
approached through a Neglected 
Languages Program, and Breneman 
wonders whether sufficient resources 
and demand can ,be generated to sup
port an alternative to the existing pro
gram. The second concern is that 
alternative structure. Breneman ex
pressed that he feels a program such 

ficulties and considerable financial 
losses. "We are essentially Euro
peans," said Light. "There are dif
ferences, but not big differences. 
What's not rare (in China) is to find a 
group of Americans sitting around 
griping like mad." 

East Asia will be a new emphasis at 
Kalamazoo College, said Light, 
because this area has recently become 
a major economic center of the world 
and will continue to become increas
ingly important. Breneman reem· 
phasized that point, saying, "I think 
that any college trying to prepare for 
the 21st century, during which most of 
you will live your lives, has got to look 
not only at the past and Western 
civilization but also, especially at a 
school like K where there is a strong 

Any college trying to prepare for the 21st cen
tury ... has got to look at non-Western civiliza
tion. We'd really have our heads in the sand if we 
didn't-David Breneman 

as Chinese Studies would be feasible 
through a sort of consortium with, say, 
nearby Western Michigan University 
or with the GLCA schools. Such pro
grams already exist for japan (through 
Earlham College), Colombia (through 
Kenyon), and African nations (through 
Kalamazoo). "I doubt that we would 
even, at least in the short run, have 
enough numbers of students prepared 
to go into a demanding program in 
China if it required knowledge of the 
language, at a college this size," said 
Breneman. 

Light sees the screening of any East 
Asian Studies program as very impor
tant, simply because of the nature of 
any program there. Misunderstan
dings and dropouts from a program in 
East Asia heal over less readily than 
similar programs with European 
centers, causing relationship dif-

commitment to international pro
grams, at non-Western civilization. 
We'd really have our heads in the sand 
if we didn't." 

Breneman stressed that, for him, the 
term "global perspective" does not 
simply mean international studies. He 
envisions a truly interdisciplinary ex
pansion of the student's scope in the 
future, specifically through the design 
of the proposed general education pro
gram. 

This 21st century lunge may involve 
an expansion of the Foreign Study of
fice. A trustee committee, ironically 
headed by Light, is currently looking 
into this expansion. "There has been 
talk for some time now about adding a 
second professional person," 
Breneman said. "We're right on the 
thin edge of being constantly over-
extended right now." ' 

Ah, Americana 
by David Torresen K'87 

We all have seen variations on this 
,family-the Millers of New London, 
Connecticut-before: the Day family 
from Life with Father, the Sycamores 
of You Can 't Take it with You , the 
Smiths from Meet Me in Sf. Louis, An
dy Hardy's family, the Andersens of 
Father Knows Best.. .even the Bunkers 
from Queens. 

All of these families share a common 
bond-a centrif~gal force, of 
sorts-known as the living room. 
Through the squeaking screen door of 
its main entrance pass all the hard
ships and triumphs of any given 
day-the sprained ankle, the budding 
romance, the report card, the picnic 
basket. These families share common 
human elements as well: variations on 
the stem yet supportive father, the 
domineering yet docile mother, and in
numerable impish children. Occa
sionally we frnd the spinster aunt, the 
squeamish town merchant, the sassy 
maid, and the town's notorious "bad 
girl." 

The theater department's current 
production of Eugene O'Neill's Ah, 
Wilderness!, which opened last night in 
the Balch Playhouse, shares many of 
these elements from that dogged in
stitution known as The American 
Family. And, despite' the limited, seen
it·all-before confrnes of the American 
domestic comedy, director Ed Menta's 
mainstage production manages to 
assemble an impressive array of well
defined characterizations in one 
Fourth-of:luly-picnic of a production. 

As O'Neill's sole attempt at comedy, 
the play stands as an enormous depar
ture from all his other works. Here, 
breezes of sentimental Americana 
replace the impending gloom of 
O'Neill 's forlorn dramatic figures. 
Although the tribulations of the play's 
juvenile focus, Richard (centering 
around a gaWkish adolescent run·in 
with Belle, the local Doozy) seem as 
monumental to him as the woes of 
O'Neill's customary alcoholics and in
cestous couples, to the audience 
Richard's woes-as well as those of the 
neighbor lady, plagued with bu
nions-serve merely to create an air of 
the nostalgic frivolity of a boyhood 
past. 

The cast members, with a few excep
tions, enhance this carefree frivolity 
with some exuberant performances. 
Tops among them is Mark Guin K'89, 
whose raucous rendering of Uncle Sid 
guides the evening's effervescence. 
Guin's drunken antics, displayed to 

Stacey LaBahn K'87 and Marl< Guin K'B9 portray Lily and Sid In the 
theater department's production of Ah, Wildemessl running this 
weekend In the Balch Playhouse. . ' 

the horror and intrigue of the Miller 
family at the dinner table, surely rank 
among the frnest of such stupors seen 
at this college in recent years, onstage 
or off. 

Assisting Guin on the exuberance 
front are Karen Hager K'86 and jim 
Bunzli K'86 as Essie and Nat Miller, 
Richard 's parents. Despite their 
restrictive roles as the stalwart paren
tal units, each actor succeeds in injec
ting individualized authenticity into 
these "types." Hager allows Essie to 

chortle when she sees fit, and Banzli 
creates a cigar-puffing yet compas· 
sionate father Miller. 

Less effective in the production is 
Christopher Lore K'89, whose Richard 
lacks a certain all-American, boyish 
self-assurance and fu-ecracker spon
taneity so typical to-dare 1 
say-Mickey Rooney from the play's 
two film versions. As the comedic 
respresentative of the adolescent 
O'Neill-admittedly, a lofty task-his 
presence cannot adequately dominate 
the proceedings. However, his brand 
of sheepishness .:toes serve him par
ticularly well during the second act's 
barroom seduction scene. 

As the seductress in that "secret 
house of shame," Maria Benaglia's 
Belle conveys a suitable bawdiness 
and swaggering allure. Although 
somewhat hampered by diction, and 
not ideally suited to a familiar 
showgirl-type dialect, her energies are 
properly directed throughout this 
crucial scene. 

Other notable performances are 
turned in by Stacey LaBahn K'87 as a 
long-suffering Lily, john Bowden K'87 
as an ornery dry goods merchant, 
Eleanor Hannah K'87 in the brief but 
plum role as the freespirited maid 
Nora, and, in two lickety-split por
trayals of turn-of-the-century all
American sweethearts, Laura Liv
ingstone K'89 and jennifer Kubath 
K'86. 

Although not the most demanding 
O'Neill vehicle for the theater depart
ment to tackle, this production is a 
solid reconstruction of period comedy 
with very few lapses in historical 
authenticity beyond a few modernized 
line readings and post-l906 musical 
selections. The Victorian interior set 
designed by Laurence jaquith, effec: 
tively evokes that "almighty living 
room," and serves the play's action 
well, despite the poor placement of 
one unfortunate lampshade. 

Performances continue tonight and 
Saturday night at 8 in the Balch 
Playhouse. 



Why not sub-Saharan Africa? 
by Augustine Konneh, Liberia 

As I converse with students on K's campus from day to day, I can sense 
their negative attitudes toward sub-Saharan Africa. If one were to ask 
them if they wanted to visit sub-Saharan Africa some day, they would pro
bably answer with skepticism; if they are given Europe as an alternative, 
they would respond positively. I wonder, and ponder the question, "Why 
not sub-Saharan Africa?" 

Most students on campus have a limited knowledge of sub-Saharan 
Africa, even though there is a Foreign Study program there. It appears 
that they perceive sub-Saharan Africa as a haven for barbarians and 
hooligans; therefore, it is not a place for civilized people to dwell. As a 
result, one can speculate that the overall perception of sub-Saharan Africa 
is not conducive to academiC study or tourism. Why is this so? 

The dktionary's definition of ethnocentrism is "the emotional attitude 
that one's own race, nation, or culture is superior to all others." This is 
quite evident on this campus as verbalized by the limited number of 
students with whom I have discussed this topic. 

The missionaries who went to sub-Saharan Africa carried with them a 
set of preconceived ideas about the "poor ignorant Africans" whom they 
wanted to rescue. As far as they were and are concerned, sub-Saharan 
Africa was and still is barbaric, primitive, and uncivilized. 

So, they left for sub-Saharan Africa with the intention to "civilize" sub
Saharan Africa-civilization meaning Christianization. With this concept, 
they went to the rural areas of sub-Saharan Africa, took pictures of naked 
children and bamboo houses, to present to the American nation as what is 
representative of sub-Saharan Africa. These so-called humanitarians, with 
all their good intentions, returned home with this erroneous impression of 
sub-Saharan Africa-to its detriment. 

This distorted view of sub-Saharan Africa, as perpetuated by these mis
sionaries, polluted the minds of the American people to justify their desire 
for funding in order that they could continue their work. These pictures ex
acerbated the problem because of the limited exposure to the positive 
segments of the culture. This distorted view presented a very small seg
ment of sub-Saharan society, similar to presenting a small segment of the 
United States, such as the plight of whites in Appalachia, to represent all of 
American society. 

The negative picture as presented by the missionaries-as well as Tar
zan movies-have created such a negative impact on the American society 
in general, and K College students in particular, that Foreign Study in sub
Saharan Africa has a very low priority. No wonder students at K ask so 
many unrealistic questions, like, "00 you live in a house in sub-Saharan 
Africa?", "00 you eat meat?", "00 you ride cars?", and so on. I asked a K 
College student if she wanted to go to Africa for Foreign Study. She told me 
no, because she would hate to walk in the streets of sub-Saharan Africa 
with her breasts exposed. The perception is that women walk throughout 
the country without clothing; the sarne perceptions persist for men also. 

The image painted about sub-Saharan Africa is negative and does not 
reveal the contributions that were made and are being made to civilization 
as known in this hemisphere. These one-sided misconceptions are 
baseless. The so-called humanitarians with their contrived distortions did 
so, through the use of non-representative pictures and stories, for their 
selfish gains, motivated by insensitivity. They explained our culture in a 
variety of ways with their "teachings." They created divisions through 
their teachings that our religion and traditions are .to be diScarded. 

Indeed, every culture has its good and bad sides; America is not an ex
ception. 00 not believe all that they show and tell you about sub-Saharan 
Africa. Go and see for yourself. Be like the student who wanted to prove 
what she was told about sub-Saharan Africa, so she went on Foreign Study 
there. She was amazed to find out that we have similar kinds of housing as 
in the United States, that we do not live in trees, that we do not have tails 
like monkeys, that lizards and cockroaches are not dominant companions 
in homes, that we have modem facilities that America has, and that we 
think like rational beings. You can have the sarne experience. 

Negle~ted languages neglected 
Dear Editor, 

I recently returned from Bonn, West Gennany and once again have tried 
to take a language through the Neglected Languages Program. The 
Neglected Languages Program provides "an opportunity to study a variety 
of languages not usually a part of the nonnal liberal arts college cur
riculum." This is quoted from a fact sheet dated May 22, 1969 that I 
received from the Foreign Study office. It also explains that the procedure 
of instruction will include the use of tapes and a "native speaking infor
mant." One reason I chose Kalamazoo College was the opportunity to 
study a variety of languages. I have been on campus six quarters, and 
have tried on several occasions to set up a language through the program. 
This year there have been students who have gone to Denmark, Hungary, 
Nepal, Hong Kong and the African countries. To my knowledge none of 
these students was able to learn the language through the Neglected 
Languages Program. 

Although the Neglected Languages Program is neglected, it needn't be. 
There are many untapped resoUrcell available within the city of 
Kalamazoo. The requirement for "native speaking infonnants" could be 
filled by the international students both here and at Western Michigan 
University. The other possibility is numerous native speakers within the 
community, including those people attracted by the internationally af
filiated organizations such as Upjohn, Western and Kalamazoo College. 

As a prospective student, and later as a freshman, I was enthusiastic 
about the Neglected Languages Program as advertised in college 
materials; however, my experience has been a disappointing one. The 
lack of an effective Neglected Languages Program is detrimental to the col
lege as a whole, but especially to those students interested in broadening 
their language abilities. -

Janette Foss K'87 
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opinion 

Cheerleading: boo, hiss 
Let's play word association. 

"Cheerleader." What do you say? 
Well, according to an infonnal survey I 
recently conducted, typical responses 
include "unintelligent, degrading to 
women, and ridiculous." I feel confi
dent in saying this represents a good 
portion of people on this campus. If the 
feelings are so negative, why then do 
we let ourselves be subject to this type 
of institution, either on this campus, or 
in this world? 

"Necessity or Nuisance" was the 
subtitle of Nancy Haas' talk on 
cheerleading last Wednesday night. 
Haas, from the Office of Sex Equity at 
the Michigan Department of Education 
in Lansing, was asked by the Women's 
interest Group to give an objective talk 
on the pros and cons of cheerleading, 
due to the recent re-birth of a 
cheerleading squad on this campus. 
Basically the talk was flat, offering no 
real insights to the plaguing problem. 
Perhaps this was because of the type of 
audience present. Thirty people were 

balanced between men and women, 
both performing the cheers together in 
an effort to boost the team's morale. 
Almost a century after its OriglO, the 
original concept of cheerleading 
changed from encouraging the team, 
to a floor show for men. Haas feels this 
switch can be directly correlated to the 
emergence of the Dallas Cowboy 
Cheerleaders at the second Superbowl 
in 1969. Thus began the degenerating 
of the "sport." 

00 you disagree with me? OK, what 
then is their purpose? Can you tell me 
that ten women are going to lead a 
crowd of well over 50,000 people in a 
cheer? Do you think they can even be 
heard by either the players or the 
crowd? I ask again, what is their pur
pose? Call it naive or willful ignorance, 
but why is there a need in our society 
for grown women to dance around in 
short skirts and tight sweaters? If you 
do not think it is degrading to women, 
just think for a moment about what 
these women are doing every time 

workout (coordinating those complex 
cheers to corresponding movements). 
Yes, if cheerleaders cheered for the 
pure joy of cheering, then justification 
might be a possibility. Deviating a bit, 
the question must then be raised con
cerning professional sports. Do 
athletes play for the intrinsic value of 
physical workout, or rather for the 
idolization and glory received after the 
game? If it was purely for the physical 
benefit wouldn't they derive just as 
much satisfaction from playing in an 
unorganized manner? The same being 
for these "'omen: if they desired a 
physical and mental workout, would 
not another sport satisfy this? 

Why is there a need in our society for grown 
women to dance around in short skirts and tight 
sweaters? 

Let me take this one step further by 
asking why are we here? I am here 
simply to learn. Knowledge for 
knowledge's sake. A job is not my end, 
my end is to be able to continually app
ly all that I learn to the world in which 1 
live. If my end was simply a job, then I 
could justify cheating and lying on any 
test or paper. Once anything you do 
becomes only to derive a positive 
end-i.e. cheerleading: a date on Fri
day night, football: superficial praise 
fonn the masses-then whatever you 
do can be debased and devalued. 

"Let them do what they want," was 
the reply from a man sitting across 
[rom me while I was typing this article. 
Yes, let them do what they want, since 
they are not directly hurting me at the 
moment. in fact, because of the quality 
of men I associate with, I am not being 
constantly degraded or placed as an 
unequal on a either conscious or un
concious level. I am lucky, for there 
are hundreds of thousands of women 
in the United States alone that are con
stantly considered as mere objeclS by 
men, and are subservient to men. If 
you do not believe me, just walk into 
the Michigan News Agency, open any 
magazine, and examine the role 
women play in the advertisements. 
This is only a start. After you do that, 
then walk across the street and see 
how women are being represented in 
our justice system. 

present-three professors, twenty
three women, and four men-and most 
opposed the institution of 
cheerleading. It must be noted here 
that even though they received a per
sonal invitation to discuss the subject, 
the 1985-86 Kalamazoo College 
cheerleading squad was not present. 
As you can guess, the discussion was 
not as colorful as it ought to have been. 
As J,S. Mill so eloquently told us, for 
fruitful discussion, a discussion that 
will preserve liberty and guard against 
"absolute certainty," an antagonist is 
needed. 

My quest is not to verbally punish 
the cheerleaders for not attending the 
meeting, but to present my view on 
this institution that degrades women. 
Overlooking the lifelessness of the 
talk, Haas did point out some in
teresting facts on cheerleading, the 
most fascinating being the history of 
cheerleading. The institution of 
cheerleading began around 1870. The 
squads were composed entirely of 
men, and the cheering consisted of 
descrete yells to urge on the team. As 
the • years progressed the cheers 
became less discrete and the men 
were more aggressive in perfonning 
the cheers. However, it was not until 
the 19505 when women entered the 
"sport." The squads were then equally 
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they get on the field. Hint: they are ser
ving men, standing on the sideline for 
the crowd to stare and jeer at, while 
they yell senseless commands to a 
team of male athletes. If this does not 
appear wrong, then some serious 
thinking is in order about how women 
have been, and for the great part still 
are, ponrayed in our society. It seems 
to me that the energy expended by 
these women could be put to a more 
needy cause in this increasingly cor
rupt world of ours. 

"Entertainment!" said one bright 
young man, when I asked him what 
function cheerleaders play. Entertain
ment? ls it entertaining to watch 
women scream cute little rhyming 
chants in your face for two to four 
hours at your favorite organized sport? 
If so, I feel cheerleading parallels the 
function of television in our American 
society: entertainment for the mindless 
masses. 

To even begin to justify this con
tinual act of degradation to women, I 
need solid evidence that they are 
cheering for the intrinsic value or 
cheering. This point was brought up by 
a member of the audience, who con
tinued by listing some of the intrinsic 
satisfactions that might be derived 
from cheering: cheering for the 
physical workout and the mental 

I believe in the looking glass theory, 
which maintains that people become 
to be the way they are perceived. 
Therefore, we must continue the fight 
against inequality and must knock out 
all those forces which serve only to 
promote the ill perception of women, 
women being perceived as objects 
subservient to men. I want only equali
ty for all humankind, where no one is 
serving anyone else-a world where 
respect to all is the nonn. 

Anne Schwartz K'89 
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Fairlie, Mahaniah to speak 
at graduation 

by Trish Wagner K'89 

Henry jones Fairlie and Dr. Kim
pianga Mahaniah have been chosen to 
give this year's commencement and 
baccalaureate speeches, respectively. 
The baccalaureate address, "Life in its 
Fullness," will be given Friday, june 
13 at 8 pm to seniors and their parents 
in Stetson Chapel, along with a speech 
by Michael Watkins K'86. The follow
ing day is commencement with pro
ceedings beginning at 3 pm on the 
quad, weather permitting. Both Fairlie 
and Mahaniah will receive honorary 
doctorates at the commencement 
along with Dr. E. Gifford Upjohn, 
former president and chairman of the 
board of the Upjohn Company. 

Fairlie has had a wide variety of jour
nalistic experience in both the United 
States and England. He was educated 
at Corpus Christi College and Oxford 
University in the mid·forties, and spent 
nearly a decade afterwards working as 
a journalist in London for the Observer 
and Times. In 1954 he began work as 
a freelance writer and in 1976 became 
a contributing editor for New Republic. 
His published works include: The Life 
of Politics (1969); The Kennedy Pre
mise (1973); The Spoiled Child of the 
Western World: The Miscarriage of the 

Dr. Kimpianga Mahaniah K'67 

American Idea in Our Time (1976); 
The Parties: Republicans and 
Democrats in This Century (1978); and 
The Seven Deadly Sins of Today 
(1978). His writing was described by 
the nominating committee as "some of 
the most thoughtful and pro\'ocstive 
pieces on the United States." Fairlie 
describes his own political position as 
a "tory socialist." 

Mahaniah, a member of Kalamazoo 

College class of 1967, obtained both 
his masters in Nrican studies and his 
doctorate in history from Temple 
University. In 1973, he founded the 
Centre de Vulgarisation Agricole, an 
agricultural extension center in lower 
Zaire. The organization promotes 
educational and environmental con
cerns; its activities include publishing, 
library building and creating plant 
nurseries and fIsh ponds. From 1975 
to 1980 he taught history at the Na
tional University of Zaire and the 
history of religion at the Faculty of the 
Protestant Theology in Zaire and did 
research at the Centre for Study of 
Nrican Religions/Kinshasa. In 1981, 
he and his family moved to Geneva, 
where he took charge of the Africa 
Desk of the Commission of [nter
church Aid Service and Assistance to 
Refugees. He now travels across 
Europe and North America seeking 
fInancial and technical aid to help 
underdeveloped areas in Africa. 
Mahaniah has written more than twen
ty articles in academic journals in 
Africa and published six books in 
Zajre. 

Dr. Robert Stauffer, professor of 
sociology, describes Fairlie as a 
"perceptive observer of American 
culture," and an e'lioyable speaker. 

Spring arts in full bloom 
by Christine Polydoris K'89 

It's spring and the fme arts are in full 
bloom! Why not take some time to 
relax and e'li0Y these upcoming 
events? 

Sunday, june 1, the College Singers 
and Chamber Orchestra will be com· 
bining forces to present Antonio 
Vivaldi's GlOria, under the direction of 
Dr. Bany Ross. Ross sees the concert 
as a culminating effort which "com
bines the major forces of the music 
department." Gloria, perhaps the se
cond major choral piece from the Baro
que period, is described by Ross as "a 
very signifIcant religious work, a 
masterpiece." Featured performers 
will be soloists Mary Cleveland K'87, 
Stephanie Milton K'89, vocal music 
faculty member Marie Bailey, and 
principal cellist Susan Schemer K'89. 
Also on the program is a symphony by 
Boyce and a performance by the 
chamber choir, under the direction of 
judy Breneman. This LACC concert 
will begin at 4 pm in Dalton Theater. 

Monday, june 2 at 8 pm, the 
Kalamazoo College Concert Band will 

perform in Dalton under the direction 
of Evelyn Angerman. The group will 
play selections by Respighi, Sousa, 
Tschaikovsky, Franck, Kabalevsky, 
Willson, Mozart, Satie, Mendelssohn, 
and Marino. Angerman promises an 
evening of "rousing band music." Dr. 
Lawrence Smith, chairman of applied 
music, will conduct River Raisin, a 
march he wrote under the name 
Lawrence Rackley. Also featured will 
be baritone soloist Russell Cooper 
K'89. 

If I Could Make a Difference, a one
act play written, directed, and perform
ed by theater major Kym Kelchak 
K'86, will be presented june 1 ai 3 pm 
and again june 2 at 12:15 pm, in the 
Dungeon Theater. Kelchak, in this SIP 
presentation, will use the music of the 
successful Broadway team, Nancy 
Ford and Gretchen Cryer, and will 
debut the title song from their new 
musical, Eleanor. 

"Outrageous!" is how K organist 
Paula Romanaux describes Late Night 
Organ Frolic, a candlelight concert of 
organ music and much more schedul
ed for Wednesday,june 4 at 10:30 pm. 

"The man tried to bum a cigarette off me, " said Elizabeth Whiting K'88 
0/ poet Allen Ginsberg, whom she met last quarter in New York. See 
Whiting'S photoessay, Boredom in New York, on page lour. 

Romanaux will' perform four-handed 
pieces with her partner, jonathan 
Tuuk. This wiIl be the fmal concert on 
the AlIen]. Hoben organ, which will be 
replaced as part of chapel renovations. 
Also featured in the concert will be 
Mistress of Ceremonies judy 
Breneman, Dean of Chapel Robert 
Dewey, Nathan Forrider K'86, music 
faculty member Mark Guthrie, Dr. 
Lester Start of the philosophy depart
ment on the cello, and Dr. T J. Smith of 
mathematics fame making his campus 
debut on the accordian. Admission 
will be free, but audience members are 
required to wear a hat, the crazier the 
better. Romanaux promises it will be a 
most raucous and unusual evening, 
and hopes to see a variety of hatwear 
on display in the chapel Wednesday 
night. 

Carnavale, a montage of original 
music and dance by Tracy Rideout 
K'86 and Sarah Schaeffer K'86, will be 
presented june 8 at 3 pm. The concert 
will combine the efforts of over 50 
dancers, musicians, and actors. "It's 
big," claims Rideout. The opening 
number will be Country Cat and City 
Kitten , a "mini-musical" involving thir
ty dancers alone. Many dance styles 
will be represented in the concert, 
jazz, modem, Latin and folk among 
them. The music will range from com
puterized, in Winter Sea, to classical, 
in Euterpe, Goddess of the Flute. A 
reception will follow the concert. 

FollOwing Carnevale at 4 will be The 
Third Manifesto, a presentation of 
music and poeJry by Dr. Conrad 
Hilberry's senior seminar in sur
realism. The audience is promised 
"surreal motives (and motifs) if ever 
there were any-bicycles, cheese, 
mannequins, and lust." 

Finally, at 5 pm, there wJll be a 
gallery exhibition by the art majors, 
and a lobby reception. It will be an all
media show, featuring paintings, draw
ings, photos, sculpture, and ceramics. 
The work will continue on display 
Monday through Friday, 3:30 to 5:30 
pm, through graduation. 

Earlham'S 
Richards speaks 

by Peter Balousek K'86 

Whatever philosophy is (in the minds of philosophers, or of the general 
public), it is not one thing: it is not detached from socIety; It IS not ISolated 
from our culture. This was one of the major themes of the Todd lecture m 
philosophy given last night by Dr. Howard Richards, professor of 
philosophy at Earlham College in Richmond, Indiana. . 

Richards' talk centered on the issue of the survIval of our specIes and 
the world we live in. The world is heading toward a major crisis, he said, 
and philosophy can help prepare the ground for a constructive response to 
this major global shock. The method he proposes to accomplish this task 
is what he calls "cultural action," which involves the remterpretatlOn of 
cultural themes in order to stimulate growth and change in the global 
society. Cultural action works in a grassroots fashion, Richards explained, 
through "insertion in the community;" for cultural a~tion to work, th~ per
sons doing it must be part of, or identify strongly WIth, the community m 
which he or she works. By studying the community and its values, a 
"growth point" can be determined from which the community can be 
stimulated to change itself. 

Richards provided several examples of themes which might wor~ well 
with this method to help change attitudes on a global scale, mcluding an 
"earth consciousness" and the women's movement. As global growth 
points, these two themes would work in positi~e ways in the cultures of the 
world to bring people to a better understanding that we all share a com
mon relation to this planet, Richards said 

Richards pointed out that the way these themes would work toward 
change would be different from culture to culture, but that the end result 
would be a global scale change in the same general dIrectIOn. Wor~g 
with positive themes such as these would be more productlve than playmg 
on, say, people's common fear of global holocaust. .. . 

The role of the "organic intellectual," as Richards called It, IS very m
strumental in cultural action. Intellectuals can help make people aware of 
the social and cultural realities of the world and offer new insight into how 
to interpret the role of different themes in a culture. Historical movements 
have taken place when the existing realities have been remterprete~: S81d 
Richards. A prime example of this phenomenon is the cultural actlVllles. of 
Dr. Martin Luther King,jr .. He helped raise the consciou~ness of an entire 
culture by picking up on some of the themes important m Its foundation, 
thus engendering change from within. .... 

Philosophy, Richards said, can help accomplish SImilar thmgs on a 
global scale, and help prepare the restructuring of society when the shock 
of a nuclear holocaust becomes a reality. Richards saId he beheves that 
the world is moving toward a major crisis such as this, and that we must 
think about how the entire world will emerge from this, rather than how in
dividuals or individual countries wiIl emerge. "If we are going to a nuclear 
holocaust," Richards said, "it's more fun to go together than alone." 

Robert Ingersoll to speak 
by jeffrey Kuipers K'87 

Robert S. Ingersoll, former United States Ambassador to Japan, will 
speak at Kalamazoo Monday, june 2 at 4 pm. Ingersoll, brother of K Col
lege Chairman of the Board, james Ingersoll, was invited through recogni
tion among faculty and administration that his position and experience 
complement the international emphasis at K. The title of his presentation 
will be 'Japan's Industrial Challenge to America." _ 

Ingersoll, who once lived in Kalamazoo, spent 35 years in industry, 33 of 
which were with Borg-Warner in Chicago. He was appointed as United 
States Ambassador tojapan in 1972 while chairman of the board and chief 
executive officer of Borg-Warner. He has served in the foreign service as 
ambassador, assistant secretary of state for East Asian and Pacific affairs, 
and deputy secretary of state. 

Upon leaving the foreign service in 1976, Ingersoll served on the board 
of trustees at the University of Chicago and chairman of japan Society, Inc. 
of New York. He now acts as a consultant to industry, government, and 
non-profIt organizations. 

Ingersoll is currently a member of numerous boards dealing with foreign 
relations, economic policy, United States:!apan relations, and industry, in
cluding Atlantic RichfIeld, Caterpillar Tractor, and Weyerhauser. In 1979, 
President jimmy Carter appointed him as co-dtairman for the United 
States of a japanese-American economic group. 

As a graduate of Yale, Ingersoll holds honorary doctoral degrees from 
Northwestern, Williams, the University of lllinois, and Knox College. He 
has been awarded the Order of Lincoln from Lincoln Academy of lllinois, 
and the First Class Order of the Rising Sun from japan. 

With so many K students fOCUSing on international politics, relations and 
commerce, President David Breneman, anticipating Ingersoll's talk, said: 
"This is a real opportunity for students to hear a speaker that is really 
familiar with japan and relations with that part of the world." 

Capital Campaign prepared 
by jeffrey Kuipers K'87 

and Anne Schwartz K'89 

The Development Office task force, currently researching its upcoming 
Capital Campaign, wlll present its recommendations regarding endow
ment increases and building renovations at a trustees meeting scheduled 
for june. The fIve-year campaign's projected goal of 45 million dollars will 
include 20 million dollars normally expected during a five-year period, 
said task force leader Dr. Wen Chao Chen. During the five-year period 
from 1986 to 1991, funds will be raised through soliCiting corporate and 
foundation donations and conducting phonathons in an attempt to bOlster 
K's currently lackluster endowment resources. 

How and where will the Capital Campaign affect the college community,! 
Vice President Haydn Ambrose, along with Chen, claim that fmancial aid 
endowment, science facilities, and the creation of endowed chairs will be 
the top three priority projects. Other projects under serious consideration 
include the renovation of Stetson Chapel (soon to be underway), the 
building of an indoor lennis/racketball facility, renovation of Upjohn 
Library, and renovation of Hicks Center. Ambrose adds that another im
portant consideration should be faculty salary support. 

In response to rumors suggesting that Olds/Upton will soon undergo 
either expansion, renovation, or replacement, both Chen and Ambrose 
caution that although all proposals for such a project may be considered, 
all recommendations are tentative until the june meeting. [n fact, the 
allotment of campaign funds toward buildings and grounds has not yet 
been determined. In the meantime, continual grounds expenses (such as 
sidewalk repairs) siphon off an average of a half million dollars annually. 

The proposed tennis building will be funded through donations 
designated specifically for this project. Ambrose claims that there is a 
signifIcant Humber of college benefactors wishing to see this building 
realized. The last major project constructed through such contributions 
was Anderson Athletic Center. 
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Some myths about WIG 
by Jeffrey Kuipers K'87 
and Tim Webster K'86 

associate editors 

1. WIG meetings are not for men. 
Nonsense. Of course, any campus 
organization called the Women's In
terest Group will focus primarily upon 
the problems/concerns of women, but 
does that imply exclusiveness? Con
sider some of the topics explored in re
cent WIG activities-abortion, con
traception and pornography, for ex
ample-and it should be apparent that 
there is a place for men at WIG 
meetings. As Dr. Gail Griffm pointed 
out (concerning courses offered deal
ing primarily with women-i.e . 
Psychology of Women and Literature 
of Women): "You don't discuss one 
gender without discussing the other as 
well." 

these topics. On such stereotypes, 
Wood commented: "The perpetuation 
of stereotypes is indicative of the 
narrow-mindedness of the campus." 
These stereotypes discourage an open 
discussion of subjects outside the 
social nonn and promote separatism 
and tension between the sexes. "WIG 
should be recognized for its positive 
supportive role, rather than any 
stereotypes," added Nancy Crump 
K'87, WIG member. "We need to 
recognize that women on campus are 
making valuable contributions to the 
campus community." 

What we are driving at is that, 
despite popular stereotypes, WIG is 
not an organization catering to the in
terest of a small subset of the student 
population; rather, it is an organization 
devoted to the education of the student 
body in general and the (emotional) 

WIG meeting held early this quarter 
targeted areas of possible change: the 
inclUSion of more men in the organiza
tion, changing the group's name, and 
increasing WIG participation and 
membership. 

Despite popular stereotypes, WIG is not an 
organization catering to the interest 0/ a small 
subset 0/ the student population. 

Griffin stated that she would like to 
see the continuation of WIG-sponsored 
events, which she considers highly 
successful, and the expansion of the 
Thursday evening dinner-meetings. 
She feels they could be "glamorized" 
a bit to increase attendance and in
terest. Grilfm also stated that, while the 
combination of WIG and certain 
courses on campus create a forum to 
discuss issues without necessarily ear
ning the label "feminist," she feels the 
discUSSions could be pushE\d out a bit 
more to become a true forum for ex
ploring male-female relations. She is 
not advocating the dilution of WIG into 
a group concerned with "gender" 
issues, but rather says, "There is a 
specific need for WIG, just like there 's 
a need for BSO." 

2. WIG members are separatists, 
seeking to develop social roles essen
tially independent of men. This idea is 
contrary to one of the basic goals of 
WIG-to improve relations between 
the sexes. WIG executive officer, 
Margaret Wood K'87 said: ' 'The 
ultimate aim of WIG is to make the 
organization obsolete." She explains 
that, ideally, the inter-gender tensions 
that exist could diminish to the point 
where organizations such as WIG 
would no longer be necessary. 

3. All WIG members are lesbians. 
Why would WIG sponsor presentations 
about abortion and contraception if it 
only represented lesbian interests? 
Although WIG discussions may occa
sionally include homosexual issues, a 
gay-lesbian support group already pro
vides a forum for Ihe discussion of 

WIG has been one of the most 
organized and active groups on cam

support .of women in particular. IT WIG pus this quarter. Many of its presenta
at the moment does not represent a tions have been educational in nature. 
wide cross-section of women students, _ This quarter's dinner meetings 
it is because a wide cross-section of featured several diverse discussion 
women do not attend WIG events. As topics: friendships among women, at
Crump puts it: "Many women would titudes towards breasts, pornography, 
become involved if they weren't afraid and "redefining feminism ." Each 
of being judged . .. but WIG is a non- week WIG also sponsored symposia, 
judgemental organization. We don't covering topics such as weight loss, 
care about who or what you are, where women's changing roles in the theater, 
you come from, or what your views cheerleading, women depicted in 
and values might be." Grimm 's Fairy Tales, abortion, and 

In the process of reevaluating its role contraception. Other special events 
on this campus, WIG recently included a welcome-back open house, 
distributed 200 questionnaires study- a mm examining rape, and the group's 
ing student perceptions of its role. traditional quarterly celebration. The 
They received seven in return. ln the group is to be commended for its ad
light of obviously insufficient feedback, vance plarming of events, its assort
WIG members believe that it still ment of topics, its publicity efforts-all 
serves an important function, a func- in all , WIG stands as one of K's most 
lion which may be evolving again. A organized organizations. 

EMPLOYERS TODAY 
WANT MORE THAN 
mE SAME OLD B.S. 

A nationwide college 
program called Coop
erative Education can 
give you more than a 
degree, It can give you 
the experience you need 
to get the job you want 

COIOD Education 
You earn a future when you earn a degree. 

... For a free booklet write: Co-q> Education· P.O. Box 999' Boston, MA 02115 
~ A N* Service 01 This P\t>IocatJOn • C 1985 National Commssoon for CooporatM> Educabon 

Shape up or ship out 
To the editor: 

"At ten thousand dollars a year, you 'd think .. . " Ah, the famous words of 
many a K College student. I think I've even used them myself a couple of times 
in my four years at K. Still, I think I've finally ti red of the complaints. 

There are approximately 50 undergraduate schools in this state alone, and 
literally thousands in our country. Of all of these schools, we elected to come 
to K. We knew that it would cost a good deal, but came anyway. By choice. We 
could have gone somewhere else, but we didn't. Kalamazoo College is our 
school, and we make it what it is. Every student has the opportunity to provide 
himlherself with an excellent education and some good times, too. Most, with 
a little maturity, involvemenl, and effort, have a posititve college experience . 
Others do not. Yet, is this the fault of the school? I'm not denying that a college 
has a responsibility to its students, but O' lf responsibility to ourselves is even 
greater. 

So often, we focus our thoughts on what "K owes us." But when did each of 
us last think about what we could do for K? Why are we so quick to point out 
the inadequacies of K as if we were being abused or mistreated? Is K taking 
away our precious dollars Without giving anything in return? I don' 
t believe it is. 

What I observe more often is students abusing the college. This quarter, I've 
watched the cost of keeping K alive steadily increase. I've seen students tear 
screens off of windows, leave a couch out in the rain, and scrawl in drying ce
ment. Broken bottles and ftrecrackers are left in hallways until housekeeping, 
physical plant or a floor advisor cleans them up. Others play football out on 
the quad in spite of obvious efforts to discourage such actions. I'd like it to 
look nice for the graduation ceremony. Writing on the cement in chalk is pro
bably a good way of releasing stress, but not if it can't be washed off by the 

So often, we focus our thoughts on what "K owes us." But when did each of 
us last think about what we could do for K? Why are we so quick to point out 
the inadequacies of K as if we were being abused or mistreated? Is K taking 
away our precious dollars without giving anything in return? I don 't believe it 
is. 

Yes, at 10,000 dollars a year, I'd like a few more nice things. But I won't 
have them, because the school has to pay grown men to pick toilet paper off of 
the ground, to smooth out cement, to replace screens, and to repair the grass 
lawns. 

Although it is only a few students who abuse the campus, their actions 
lessen the credibility of the entire student body. Constructive criticisms are 
appropriate. But if we, as a student body, want to be taken seriously, we all 
need to demonstrate that we want K to be the very best that it can be. Having 
fun is important-<lestructive behaviour is costly. 

Kalamazoo College is our college. It 's a good school. It provides students 
with many facilities and oppOrtunities that would not be provided at another 
school. It 's "K College, respect it or leave it. " 

Barb Haug K'86 

Bogota PR sensationalized 
Dear Editor: 

I'm writing in response to something that caught my eye on the bulletin 
board on first floor Mandelle: a press release from the public relations office 
dated April 14, 1986. It was an article about the diverse educational ex
perience of junior Ann Beuche. It was a very pro-Kalamazoo College release, 
designed to show off the college's many wonderful programs and oppor
tunities. I would like to believe that the article 's intent was good, however, the 
general mood disturbed me. When describing Ann's Foreign Study ex
perience in Bogota, Colombia (fall 1985), the article read as follows: 

" [n Bogot6, Colombia, Ann was just miles away from the 
Palace of justice on Nov. 9, 1985, when M-19 guerillas killed 
about 100 people, including the Supreme Court president and 
eleven judges. Several days later, she again was only miles 
from the aftermath of volcano Nevado del Ruiz, which engUlf
ed fourteen Colombian cities, killing more than 25,000 
people." 

I, too, was in Colombia when these tragedies hit. I was SIPing in Bogota. 
Granted, these tragedies are awful and by no means do I wish to belittle them. 
I do feel, however, that this article presented them in a sensationalist manner. 
Everyone who follows the news was infonned about the M-19 takeover and 
the volcano. There is no logical reason to mention it here. Yes, Ann was "just 
miles" from the takeover. So was I. We were not harmed though, and the arti
cle leaves the impression that Ann narrowly escaped death at the hands of lef
tist guerillas. As for the volcano part: very dramatic. Yes, "only miles" from 
another disaster. I, too, was "only miles" from the volcano, but so was Miami. 
The several miles referred to in the article really should have been several 
hundred miles from the volcano. The volcano did not "engulf ' fourteen Col
ombian cities; it may have affected fourteen Colombian cities , but it certainly 
did not engulf fourteen cities. 

Negative imagery like this is not what I expect from the Kalamazoo College 
public relations office. Every year the college sends s tudents to Bogota, Col
ombia, through Kenyon College. In the past, participation has been small but 
enthusiastic. It is a constant battle against bad PRo When someone mentions 
Colombia, the first thing to come to most people's minds is cocaine and the 
Mafia. This is a poorly deserved reputation, and anyone I've talked to has lov
ed the country (including Ann). 

We must be frank; mo~t of us must rely on parents' financial support to par
ticipate in the Foreign Study program, and more often than not parents in
fluence their children's Foreign Study choices. Pretending to be a parent for a 
moment, on reading the press release, my first response would be "You want 
to send my child to Colombia?" Speaking as a student who has been there 
(twice), I highly recommend it. If I had my way, everyone would do their 
Foreign Study in Colombia. I think that this is bad publicity that the program 
and the College can do without. Let's stop sensationalizing violence; we can 
leave that to the Weekly World News. 

Anna Gemrich K'86 
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In the aftermath of 
homosexuals and cheerleaders 

by David Torresen K'81 
editor 

Two rabble-rousing letters were 
printed in the Index issues of seventh 
and eighth weeks, and although I am 
pleased that the Index is actually being 
read, analyzed, and discussed, many 
responses to these letters, especially to 
the second one, have been entirely 
misdirected, poorly articulated, and 
downright nasty. My intent in this 
editorial is not to defend the content of 
those letters, but rather to condemn 
the nature of the responses. Here goes. 

The first letter was entitled "On in
tolerance toward gays," and the se
cond was "Cheerleading: boo hiss." 
Both of these letters sought to point out 
problems which may, at first glance, 
appear to be slight and insubstantial to 
many: the verbal abuse of homosex
uals, and the existence of 
cheerleading. 

Both of these "issues" are certainly 
nothing new, and so for many of us 
they cease even to be issues; rather, 
they are long-standing, indigenous 

women in our culture. Granted, 
cheerleading seems to be a harmless, 
unassuming component of recrea
tional activity, and the institution was 
surely not designed by a vindictive 
group of men who, in 1810, set out to 
create yet another institution for the 
sole purpose of degrading women. 
Rather, Schwanz seemed to feel that 
cheerleading, as it has progressed 
through the history of organized 
spons, has gradually assumed a posi
tion which now, in retrospect, 
degrades women. Mind you, this all 
was printed on the opinion page. 

The ability to relate seemingly in
significant problems (or things we take 
for granted every day) to far greater 
cultural defiCiencies is a complex and 
sophisticated one. 

Many respondents to these letters, 
however, were not nearly so 
sophisticated in their critical tactics. In 
the weeks following the letter'S 
publications, chalkboards in Dewing 
Hall were plastered with an inordinate 
amount of graffiti, reading "faggots go 
home," "homosexuality equals 

If you are hostile enough about an objectionable 
article to stake a person out and verbally assault 
her or him, couldn't you, as an intelligent and 
constructive alternative, scratch your attitudes 
onto paper? 

cultural aspects. Homosexuals have 
been verbally assaulted for as long as 
we have acknowledged the presence 
of homosexuality in our culture, and 
cheerleading has been a staple of 
American sportsmanship for well over 
a century. 

The writers, however, were obser
vant enough to consider these 
issues-abuse of gays, and 
cheerleading--as symptomatic of far 
greater defects within our culture. Nan
cy Crump tried to explain, as clearly 
and comprehensively as she could, 
that verbal abuse of homosexuals is 
representative of a broader intolerance 
of anything even remotely divergent in 
our culture, whether sexual, racial, 
political, or religious. She also felt that 
those individuals who choose to abuse 
sexual and other minorities are in ef
fect masking their own conflicts, inade
quacies and shortcomings, sexual or 
otherwise. 

Anne Schwartz, in her letter criticiz
ing cheerleading, saw that particular 
institution as symptomatic of a 
generally subservient position of 

death," and so on. Schwanz endured 
considerable verbal abuse for stating 
her opinions, including being vicious
Iy, verbally plastered with every single 
label in the book: man-hater, lesbian, 
feminist, and "liberal humanist." 

To many urtinformed individuals on 
this campus, these labels are 
synonymous. And the Index staff and 
its sympathizers have somehow 
become synonymous with these labels 
as well, following the publication of 
these letters. 

Yes, many of us on the staff 
subscribe to various feminist doc
trines. Some of us are indeed gay. 
And, in general, we embrace certain 
intangible and complex abstractions 
which may be considered humanistic. 
You'll be relieved to know that no men 
or women on the staff are self
proclaimed man-haters, although not 
all of us are terribly enthralled by cer
tain men who choose to articulate their 
erudite observations by calling a writer 
a "fuckin' dyke." 

I suppose it's perfectly (or imperfect
ly) human to harbor resentment 

toward a particular individual for her 
or his beliefs, but is it justifiable to 
maliciously attack her or him because 
of them? Likewise, is it justifiable to 
slap labels on her or him because of 
one's limited knowledge of her or his 
beliefs? 

I hope we can all agree that the com
ments I've made here-regarding 
poorly channeled criticism-are also 
highly symptomatic ones. These symp
toms indicate far greater problems 
among individuals on this campus. I 
am ashamed to have to even point out 
these obViOUS acts of immaturity, 
especially since we are allegedly 
"bright, aware, and usually well
informed individuals," to quote 
Crump, and "mature, independent, 
and well-prepared students," to quote 
the 1986 admissions bulletin. A letter 
as ernestly constructive and in
telligently executed as 
Crump's-which, by the way, has been 
used by at least three professors for 
analysis and discussion in their 
c1asses-deserves only informed con
ceptual and moral contemplation, not 
moronic lambasting. 

I heartily applaud any of you who 
vehemently disagree with anything 
Nancy Crump, Anne Schwartz, David 
Torresen, or anyone else may write. 
But please do not express your 
disagreement through demonstrations 
of intolerance, through graffiti, through 
verbal attacks, and through slapping 
any form of label upon any of us. 

One of the most effective and well
preserved forums for expressing one's 
divergent beliefs with clarity, dignity, 
and rationality is utilizing our "free 
press." If you are hostile enough about 
an objectionable article to stake a per
son out and verbally assault her or 
him, couldn't you, as an intelligent and 
constructive alternative, scratch your 
attitudes onto paper and toss them in 
the Index box? Only two individuals, 
Michael Cansfield and Ike Pulver, have 
demonstrated such admirable in
itiative by actually formulating 
sentences. Unfortunately, the real 
name-callers haven't written, so I, and 
the campus community, can only 
speculate about what they actually ob
ject to. If only they would use the same 
dignified tactics, the entire campus 
would be enriched by an assortment of 
divergent beliefs. 

Until then, we motley feminists, les
bians, and liberal humanists will con-
tinue spewing forth our 
"objectionable" ideologies, 
presumably unopposed. 

Letters to the editor: cheerleading 
Dear Editor: 

After reading Anne Schwartz' article 
"Cheerleading: boo hiss," I feel I must 
respond. I must first say that I agree 
with Ms. ''Schwartz' ideas about 
cheerleading. I also believe that 
cheerleading, as an institution, is 
degrading to women, but I also think 
that one must take a wider look at the 
whole situation. 

It is fortunate that Ms. Schwartz does 
not surround herself with men who ex
ploit her; it is her choice and I am glad 
that she made it. However, all women, 
men, humans do not particularly 
choose not to be exploited; this is 
eVidenced in the mere fact that 
cheerleaders exist on the campus of K 
College . Apparently these 
cheerleaders don't feel exploited, or if 
they do, the choose to be. No one is for
cing these women to jump around in 
front of a crowd of men, in fact, on this 
campus, no one seems to be even en
couraging them. I know that I have 
heard nothing positive about 
cheerleading at K. The only even semi
positive/tolerant remark I have heard 
about cheerleading at K is "Some dyke 
wrote about cheerleading." I am 
assuming that the person who uttered 
this comment is in favor of having 
cheerleaders at K. Perhaps if this is the 
type of person' that the cheerleaders 
appeal to, they (the cheerleaders) 
should think about what they are do
ing. If the cheerleaders know that this 
is the type of crowd they attract, then 
perhaps that is the type of crowd they 
want to attract, and perhaps the type of 
crowd they deserve to attract. 

Ms. Schwartz states that one of the 
inherent evils of cheerleading and pro
fessional sports is the fact that the peo
ple who participate in these activities 
do not participate for the mere intrinsic 
value of cheering or playing, but for 
the attention they receive. I think this 
is where she makes her fatal mistake, 
by not realizing that the intrinsic value 

of cheerleading and professional . 
spons is the attention that participants 
receive. 
If Ms. Schwartz finds inherent evil in 
this fact, I must ask her if she has never 
sought attention or praise, and enjoyed 
them once she has received them. 

I, too, am here for an education, 
"knowledge for knowledge's sake," 
and I, too, want only equality for all 
humankind, but not forced equality. 
What good is equality if it is forced? Is 
equality still equality if it is forced? 
Which is better, cheerleading and pro
fessional sportsmanship, or depriving 
people of the right to be cheerleaders 
or professional sponsmen? It is my 
opinion that people should be able to 
do what they want, within reason. One 
man degrading a woman is not going 
to make me lose respect for all men, 
and one woman allowing herself to be 
degraded is not going to make me lose 
respect for all women. Rather, I will 
lose respect for the man doing the 
degrading and the woman allowing 
herself to be degraded (This does not 
mean that I feel that anyone has the 
right to degrade anyone else). 

I must pose a question to Ms. 
Schwartz: Do you truly believe that all 
50,000 people in a crowded stadium, 
the majority of whom are men, will 
even attempt to pay attention to ten 
women jumping around in front of 
them in tight sweaters and short 
skirts? I, like Ms. Schwartz, surround 
myself with people who consider me 
their emotional and intellectual equal, 
and I do not allow myself to be degrad
ed. I feel that very many people, and 
certainly the majority of the students at 
K, have this option if they choose to 
choose it, just as they have the choice 
of commiting actions that will allow 
them to be degraded. No one is forcing 
women to be cheerleaders, it is their 
choice, and tI,eir right. I, personally, 
do not think that it is a good choice, but 

_ the choice of ten women is not goin!l to 

influence my opinion of all 
womankind. 

Ike Pulver K'88 

To the editor: 
This letter is in response to Anne 

Schwartz' letter in the May 23 issue of 
the Index. Schwanz' main point of 
criticism was the American institution 
of cheerleading. While I agree with the 
point that cheerleading has become 
degrading to women, I disagree with 
her questioning the purpose of all 
organized sports, of which Schwartz 
considered cheerleading a facet. 

Although I do not participate in any 
of the organized spons on campus, I 
certainly see them as a useful and 
positive part of the liberal arts environ
ment. Aside from the physical benefits 
of a sport, organization and being part 
of a whole are ideals that are essential 
to any group, athletic or not. Perhaps 
most important, being involved in a 
team sport gives the individual an op
portunity to experience the need to 
work effectually within a group of peo
ple: a skill that not many courses give 
the chance to experience. This skill is 
a necessity if one is to enter the work 
force or become an effective member 
of the community. 

Cheerleading, with its growth as a 
female activity in the past several 
decades, has given women the oppor
tunity to participate in the 
predominantly male-oriented spons 
arena. I do agree that as the spons op
portunities for women increase, 
cheerleading needs to be replace wi th 
more positive and assertive sports for 
women, but I hope that Schwartz will 
realize that, as in most women's 
issues, cheerleading is a mere beginn
ing point. Cheerleading has opened up 
a stereotypical male world for the in
flux of female spons and, hopefully, a 
well·balanced athletic curriculum in 
the future. 

Michael Cansfield K'81 

This sporting life 
by Ian Jackson, Great Britain 

There are a great many cultural differences between the United States 
and Great Britain, and these are never more exemplified as in the realm of 
sporting contests. Indeed, as 1 left the sanctuary of cricket flannels and 
rugby jerseys last September and sped over the "pond" to the hitherto 
unknown world of baseball bats and football helmets, 1 never really knew 
just what a shock lay in store for me. 

To begin with, the respective nations of America and Britain cannot 
agree upon the same title for various spons,just like they can't for a host of 
other words and pronunciations. For instance, football to a Briton is what 
an American would call soccer, and football to an American is what a 
Briton would call indecipherable. 

Then, of course, both nations are gripped by a similar passion, but for 
entirely different spons: American football, basketball and baseball for 
the Americans; cricket, association football and rugby for the British. This 
discrepancy can be seen as coming about, due to the fact that the United 
States gained its independence from Britain before most of these sports 
evolved into their present-day form. Thus over the past 200 years each na
tion has developed its own spons and pastimes, which reflect the distinc
tive nature of the respective countries. 

This can be clearly seen when you compare the essential qualities of 
cricket and baseball. Cricket is an expression of the British way of life: 
gentlemanly and orderly. The genteel click of leather on willow is the 
reassuring sound of the English countryside, and the mild applause which 
follows every run that is scored is a statement that all is well, before the tea 
interval. In stark contrast to this, the ballpark is a cauldron of hysterical 
shouts and cheers as that seemingly elusive homerun is sought after. The 
almost frantic and undeniably furious way the game is played strikes a 
chord deep in American hearts, because if that is not how they are living, it 
should be. 

American football and rugby also provide an interesting comparison bet
ween th~ two nations. Both are very physical contact spons and similar in 
many respects, with the notable exception of player's clothing. It must be 
as baffiing to an American to watch rugby players crunch one another 
without heavy padding or helmets as it is for an American to watch an 
Englishman drink warm beer. Yet I suppose everything is only what you 
are accustomed to. I must say that the Americans do know how to enter
tain before a football match. All the razzamatazz before the Superbowl XX 
was a hard act for the game itself to follow! 

Even the spectating habits mirror the different societies. Whilst the 
average American prefers to sit up to his elbows in hot dogs, pretzels and 
Coke (with enough ice to re-sink the TitaniC), the average Brit prefers to 
stand eating his packet of salt and vinegar cfisps, whilst precariously 
balancing his cup of tea in one hand and avoiding the sways of the crowd. 

The armchair supporter, too, reflects the society in which he or she 
lives. The American spons fan at home is swamped with quadruple
headed football games on all channels during the day, and if he times it 
right he can watch the college basketball at night. The British counterpart 
receives the edited highlighls of one or two soccer games on a Saturday 
night, and only then after the pubs shut! The exception to this is during the 
cricket season, when cricket matches are teievised during all five days 
and may only be interrupted in cases of national emergency. 

It has often been said that the United States and Great Britain are 
separated by a common language, and it has been my experience to sug
gest that this difference can be extended to just about anything else you 
care to mention; especially sport. There is one firm conclusion I shall take 
home with me from this, however, and that is that neither the British nor 
the American way of life is better than the other, just simply, profoundly, 
and more often than not, amusingly different. 

SILKWOOD 
ABC Motion Pictures Presents 
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art department 

In 1476, the magistrates of Florence 
received a statement accusing Leonar
do da Vinci of homosexual activity. 
However, the charges, though pro
bably true, were dropped because 
Florence was more tolerant than many 
communities and did not always en· 
force its laws regarding personal 
behavior. Had Leonardo been jailed or 
otherwise persecuted for his lifesyle, 
many of his works may not have come 
into existence: the Last Supper, the 
Mona Lisa, the beautiful and accurate 
anatomical drawings, the innovative 
studies of botany, geology, mechanics, 
and dozens of other topics. 

I mention this incident not to stress 
the obvious fact that many great artists 
and scientists have been homosexual, 
but to emphasize the importance of 
every individual having the right to live 
and work without harassment. In an at
mosphere of intolerance, it may be im
possible for people to realize their 
potential, which is to the detriment of 
all of society. Perhaps no one at 
Kalamazoo College will ever attain 
achievements of a Leonardo, but do 
we want to be responsible for preven
ting the possibility, just in case? 

John Bowden K'S7 

Early Sunday morning June I, 1986, 
I and many others saw what may well 
be billed as "the end of a dream." 
Malicious, demented attacks were 
made-not on a minority-but on the 
majority of this campus. I am a part of 
that majority and, like you, selected 
Kalamazoo College out of a wide range 

of other colleges and universities 
because I saw it, alone, as harbouring 
something very unique within its walls 
for me. 

What primarily sold me on K came to 
me during my final year of high school, 
when I picked up a copy of the 
1983-84 academic catalog and read on 
page eight: 

"It is ... expected that students will 
develop increasing independence as 
they engage in intellectual and 
aesthetic inquiry, discriminate among 
moral and ethical values, and develop 
a humane knowledge of self in the con
text of history and society . .. 

All in all, a portrait of people 
developing into self-reliant, mature in
dividuals. 

Unfortunately, earlier this week, I 
found myself questioning this mission 
of Kalamazoo College and the portrait 
was defaced. Apparently what I had 
read was nothing shy of a blatant un
truth. But after a few days of soul
searching, readjusting, emotional 
discussions with friends, and, what 
was for me, a very much needed and 
moving gathering at Stetson I decide 
we cannot allow this to ruin a good 
thing. We cannot and will not tolerate 
for a moment the fun and games of 
very small and frustrated people to 
cause the end of a dream. 

We, as a community, must now bond 
tightly together. We must become one 
voice. We can and will love and learn 
from each other and our differences. 

I know for a fact that this letter is not 
alone. I trust that each and every one 
of us will read every word of these let
ters and discuss them, along with our 
thoughts, with each other. It is the first 
step on the road to rebuilding what we 
had, what we have, and what we dare 
never to 10se--ilach other. 

"Your conscience is the measure of 
the honesty of your selfishness. Listen 
to it carefully"-R. Bach. 

Mary Ann Herrmann K'S6 

I am writing about the vandalism 
that took place last Saturday night in 
Dewing. My outrage is threefold. 

First, I am disappointed in the 
means that some people chose to ex
press their feelings of fear and being 
threatened. I believe graffiti and 
damage to any school property are 
cowardly acts of expressing one's feel
ings. As I recall from last week's Index, 
a couple of people wrote letters ex
pressing their disapproval of these ac
tions. This Index came out on the Fri
day prior to this incident. 

Second, I had family visiting this 
campus on Sunday and I could not 
show them parts of the campus that I 
am proud of. I take pride in that my 
school tends to have an open-minded 
attitude and is tolerant of all people. 
Unfortunately, what I have believed in 
the past about K and have spoken to 
my family about was clearly untrue 
Sunday morning, so I avoided Dewing 
all day. 

Third, I cannot believe that after my 
four years here at Kalamazoo College 
there is an outllreak of this kind. Part 
of my education here included the in
sight and understanding that various 
groups of people on campus wanted 
people to leave K with. I believe that 
not only did these statements 
throughout Dewing cut down these at
tempts at educating, but also hurt and 
threatened many people I care about, 
including myself. 

Marilyn La Plante 
Dean of Students 

We are a community that values diversity. To make this the kind of 
educational institution we want, it is essential to bring together people of 
different races, religions, cultural and ethnic backgrounds. This is a time 
and a place for confronting people who act differently, think differently, 
talk differently, look different. Now is when we must learn to accept all 
those strangers as humans and seek the contributions they can make to 
us, to our college, and to our society regardless of, and because of, the dif
ferences. 

This is not an easy part of education. It is risky to leave the security of 
similarity. It is frightening to suspect our own thoughts because a 
strangers's ideas make more sense than our own. It is difficult to learn new 
ideas that rock the very soul of us. 

Though the tasks of education and development are difficult, this en
vironment is protective. We can falter and even fail but still regain our 
footing with only bumps and scrapes, not broken bones. The acts of this 
weekend were falters. Those of you who used this method to confront your 
own fears about differences still have the opportunity to learn more ap
propriate ways. Diversity is a resource for learning; use ill 

Priya Helweg K'S9 

My hat is off to the student body, faculty and others who responded to 
President Breneman's calion Wednesday, June 3 concerning the closed
minded, destructive display of "fascist terrorism" that plagued Dewing 
Sunday night. I was pleased and proud of this college when I saw the tur
nout for the aiI-campus meeting. By calling this rare gathering President 
Breneman stressed the severity of the crime committed. Everyone who 
gave precious time during this busy week to support him and the cause 
should be commended. I must say that it hurt to see fellow students walk
ing outside while admirable speakers moved our hearts within Stetson 
Chapel. I would like to tell those who did not attend that they have missed 
an important event making the uniting of this campus against the person 
or persons who cowardly displayed their sick views under the cover of 
night. 

These individuals are akin to any thief or murderer. They have tried to 
steal freedom of speech and expression from any individual who does not 
hold their opinion. The groups attacked are respected members of the 
community who express their commitments openly and legally through 
educated means. The fears and beliefs of the attacker(s) could be 
respected and more easily understood if they were expressed through con
structive means. Fears are legitimate but are solved and quieted through 
discussion-not through cowardly acts. It makes me sick to think this 
would happen at Kalamazoo College by members of the supposedly open
minded student body. Opposition to all views and beliefs are allowed, 
even welcome; that is what the college and growing up is all about. But 
they can only be respected if expressed intelligently. The fiends who had 
their hands on the walls of Dewing should tum their energies to figuring 
out a solution for what they see as a problem. The fact that they expressed 
themselves secretly and violently shows that they are not secure in their 
reasoning and really have no intelligent argument. If I am wrong then I 
hope they will respond in the same way that I and many others are respon
ding to what we do not approve of. 

John Anzalone K'S6 

The activities taken on by an apparently closed-minded group of 
heterosexuals Saturday mght in Dewing go beyond just offensive. Con
sidering that members of my immediate family and friends are homosex
ual, I consider this not only an attack on my loved ones, but a personal at
tack that cannot go urtnoticed, or in my mind unpublished. 

In the same breath, I would like to pose a question to this group of 
overkilled heterosexuals. If your body (biologically) and mind 
(psychologically) told you that you preferred your own gender oyer the op
posite sexually, would you give up sex for a lifetime? I certainly wouldn't; 
orgasm is too important to me. And if you would, I think you're crazy. But 
then again, you probably think you're real men or real women. 

Diane Vanderbeke K'86 

The spiteful children who felt compelled to tum Dewing into a giant col
oring book simply succeeded in depicting their inability to express even a 
semblance of rational thought. 

Beth Blachut K'88 
David Bright K'86 

Kurt W. Brubaker K'S6 
Vince J. Dattilo K'S6 

Matt Ewend K'S6 
John Kline K'S6 

Isabel Lange K'88 
Jim Walker K'S6 

At times, each of us ftnds ourselves 
among the minority in our society. 
Speaking as athletes at Kalamazoo 
College, we have been at times sub
jected to stereotyping and p~udice. 
For example, many unexplained acts 
of vandalism on campus are in
sinuated to have been caused by 
athletes. These and other admittedly 
milder forms of prejudice have served 
to make us more sensitive to the 
dangers of hidden intolerance like that 
displayed this past weekend. Although 
we are not all in agreement about the 
moral, social, and religious aspects of 
homosexuality, the real issue we wish 
to addness is the-socially unacceptable 
behavior which marred our campus 
Saturday night. 

Each of us has the right to freedom 
of expression. However, this right is 
not a license to attack others who differ 
from us. Instead, it is a guarantee that 
GLSO, athletics, cheerleading, drama, 
and the Index will be available as 
socially acceptable methods of expres
sion. Anonymous statements which at
tack minorities will not be tolerated. 
These actions are cowardly and social
ly unacceptable to an educated com
munity such as Kalamazoo College. 



Melanie Lee K'87 

This past week in my psychology 
class my professor stuck labels on the 
foreheads of the class members. At 
flfSt it was quite funny to look around 
and see others being labeled as 
"dumb," "weak," "worthless," 
"friendly," "sexy," "funny," and 
"studious." It is fun to laugh with one's 
friends. But as soon as we were told to 
treat each other according to the labels 
we wore, things were not so funny . 
After all, we could see others' labels, 
but couldn't see our own. My own label 
was that of "the nice guy;" conse
quently everything 1 said was respond
ed to by the phrase "oh, that's so 
nice.'" 

I began to feel frustrated . People 
were not listening to my ideas, rather 
they were treating me according to my 
label (which was unknown to me). It 
seemed as if I had lost my identity and 
become my label. But I was still me, a 
unique and complex person who 
shouldn't be pigeonholed into one 
specific category. As I was feeling 
upset and frustrated because people 
just didn't understand the real me, I 
noticed something even more frighten
ing. I was treating others according to 
their labels, too. I didn't listen to "wor
thless" and felt sorry for "weak." I 
even laughed at "funny." Without even 
realizing it, I was doing just what I 
didn't want done to me. 

In light of this past weekend's 
events, I caution others to realize that 
we all do what we don't want done to 
us. By suggesting that certain groups 
are responsible for the damage due to 
their label (which they may be 
unaware ot), we fall into the very pro
cess we are so horrified by. None of us 
deserves to be pigeonholed by a label. 
We are all unique and very complex in
dividuals. Behind labels, we lose our 
indentity and become nothing more 
than vulgar words. 

Ben White K'87 

I am writing this letter to voice my 
opinion of the barbarous activities that 
occurred in Dewing Hall during the 
weekend. Let me say first that I am not 
a homosexual, nor have I ever felt in
clined to be one or attend any of the 
meetings of GLSG. To be perfectly 
honest, I am not all that comfortable 
with homosexuality as an institution. 

However, I am outraged that anyone at 
this school would feel the need to ex
press themselves in the base manner 
that was displayed this last weekend. I 
would like to address these sides of the 
issue. First, the fact that these people 
felt it was all right to deface school pro
perty for any reason at all leaves me 
absolutely. livid. Second, personal at
tacks against professors and students 
is totally unacceptable, especially 
when the people being derided have 
no opportunity to respond to the ac
cusations and insults. Third, I was 
under the impression that these sorts 
of narrow-minded attitudes were not 
part of the people who would choose to 
attend K. It only takes an instant of in
discretion by a few thoughtless in
dividuals to destroy a reputation that 
was a long time in the building. This 
school is known for its open
mindedness and its sense of communi
ty. It would be very sad if anyone at all 
decided that they could not attend K 
because of fear of reprisal. Not only 
were the people who perpetuated 
these acts guilty of weak-minded 
bigotry, but they were also stupid. S0-
meone correct me if I am wrong, but to 
the best of my knowledge gays do not 
yet have a homeland. To write "go 
home gays" is stupid at best, and 
dangerous in the extreme. The very 
best thing that could be done is for 
these people to be found and suspend
ed from the school pending a formal 
hearing. 

Christine Poiydoris K'89 

I have nothing to say to the terrorists 
who defaced Dewing on june 1, 1986. 

I do, however, have something to say 
to the victims. And who are the vic· 
tims? Anyone who ever felt safe on this 
campus to express themselves, to 
make themselves vulnerable, to take a 
risk. We are all victims. 

We come to Kalamazoo College to 
learn, and to grow. But learning re
quires the courage to make ourselves 
vulnerable. We must not let the vicious 
actions of the fearful make us afraid. 
So, to the victims I say this: heal your 
wounds, and move forward. 

Christopher Vreeland K'86 

It is with great sadness that I learned 
of the vandalism that occurred in Dew
ing Hall early last Sunday morning. 
The cowardly way of expressing their 
viewpoints that these people chose 
(assuming that more than one person 
was involved) is, unfortunately, all too 
typical of the way such viewpoints are 
usually expressed on this campus and 
in our society as a whole. The in
tolerant, anti-liberal attitudes reflected 
in the anti-gay, anti-liberal graffiti writ
ten in Dewing Hall, in my opinion, 
have their parallels in fascistic political 
movements everywhere and represent 
the forces of ignorance which, hopeful
ly, Kalamazoo College is struggling 
against. All that is being asked of pe0-

ple is tolerance for individual dif
ferences, but yet this seems to be 
something of which these vandals are 
incapable. Hopefully, this is not so for 
most people in our society. I call upon 
the parties responsible for the graffiti 
in Dewing Hall to come out from 
behind the cowardly shield of 
anonymity and present an articulate 
argument to support their viewpoints. 

Justin Lahart K'89 

I am wondering how the people who plastered'the walls of Dewing with 
anti-homosexual graffiti think. We can assume that they are somewhat in
telligent, attending this "fine"liberal arts institution as they do. How could 
members of this community show such a high le~l of ignorance and 
cowardice! Ignorance I can stand in small doses, but not cowardice-and 
it was mostly cowardice, a fear of the unknown transformed into hate, that 
drove these people to do what they did. Why could they not face their fear? 
Or even sign their "work"? Could it be that they are not "real men," "real 
women"? 

I also wonder how this problem can be resolved. We can write letters; 
we can hold meetings. Still, these cannot change the path that the narrow 
mind takes. These are, after all, people who cannot face their feelings, who 
do not realize that what they fear may be buried in themselves. 

GaU B. Griffin 
English department 

Sunday was a perfect First of june. I was wandering from theatrical 
event to musical event in FAB, relishing the spring, relishing the creativity, 
relishing my life here at the College. Then I ran into Marilyn La Plante and 
heard about the ugliness in Dewing. 

It's kind of ironic, when I think about it now: all the myriad beautiful 
forms of expression in Fine Arts that aftemoon-Kym Kelchak getting her 
act together and taking it on the road; Vivaldi getting his act together, with 
help from Chamber Orchestra and College Singers, to praise God; the 
stunning visual images in the Gallery; all of these ways of explOring and 
celebrating what it is to be human. And then, juxtaposed against them, the 
hateful, cowardly, anonymous scrawls in Dewing, revealing the other end 
of the spectrum of humanity-the end that is ignorant, fearful, violent. 

I used to think that as a teacher I was supposed to deal only with 
"knowledge." I was supposed to pass on information to students, help 
them to a certain competence in a certain subject matter. I haven't believ
ed that for a long time, thanks to Kalamazoo College. I believe now that 
education is meant to change you-to deepen and enrich your humanity, 
to increase your sympathy with other human beings and with the earth 
itself. I believe that education divorced from values is poverty-stricken and 
barren. And, yes, I do believe that some values are better than others-that 
values of peace, justice, and understanding are superior to those of 
bigotry, Violence, 'and intolerance. And so I believe that the literature of 
hate printed in Dewing Hall is no digression, no inCidental irrelevance, but 
is instead precisely the point of our being here together. It is our subject 
matter, our text. I ask all our students to study it carefully, think about 
where it comes from and what it means, and know it for what it is: the 
enemy of everything we stand for. 

Ike Pulver K'88 

People: 
In last week's Index I wrote in response to a letter I had read there. I am 

again writing in response to something that I read; however, this time I did 
not read it in the Index . What I read was scrawled on the sidewalks and 
pillars outside of Dewing: "Gays go home," "Death to homosexuals," 
"Homosexuality equals death." My reaction to this is anger and disgust. 
My first thought was, "Never in my life have I heard of someone with such 
a vehemence of homosexuals other than Adolph Hitler." Only later did I 
learn that the entire inside of Dewing was plastered with the same type of 
graffiti, and some of this graffiti mentioned my name. One of them read 
"Death to WIG, GLSG, homosexuals, Anne S., and Ike" (The commas I ad
ded myself because I am assuming that the person who scrawled this was 
not intelligent enough to use proper punctuation.). I am angry. I am sad. I 
am disgusted. I am becoming intolerant myself-Qf people who express 
their opinions in this manner. I am scared-not scared of some idle threats 
scrawled on sidewalks and bathroom walls, but scared that this is the type 
of person at K College, scared that the people who are supposed to be the 
future of our country must stoop to such a primitive form of expressing 
themselves, scared that there are people who emulate Adolph Hitler, 
scared that this type of person even exists. I am also very sad for all the 
above reasons. 

I am also perplexed. Why homosexuals? Why me? Why Anne Schwartz? 
Neither Anne nor I wrote anything about sexuality; we both merely stated 
our opinions in very well-articulated and intelligent letters. We both ques
tioned the choices of some people. However, we did not attack them for 
the choices they made, we merely disagreed with them-possibly 
vehemently, but not to the point of fascism. I am furthermore perplexed 
because neither Anne nor I are homosexual . If the person or persons who 
wrote the graffiti in Dewing think that saying you don't like to see other 
human beings being degraded is a proclamation of homosexuality, I pity 
them, and anyone with whom they may have a relationship. 

No one who has spoken to me about the letter has disagreed with what I 
said. Everyone has told me they liked it very much. What should I thInk 
about the mentality of those holding an opposing viewpoint when the first 
negative thing I hear about what I had to say is in the form of a death 
threat? I'm sorry, but I don't find that response to be an even remotely in· 
telligent one. As for considering me a homosexual-I can think of worse 
things I'd rather be called, one of them being a fascist. In fact, if the mark 
of a good heterosexual is the ability to scribble death threats on every 
blackboard, both sides of every door, every bathroom stall, and some 
walls in Dewing, by all means consider me a homosexual-a non
practicing homosexual, but a homosexual. Consider me a feminist 
because I like women-I am a feminist, but not only because I like women, 
but because I like humans. Consider me a "liberal humanist" to coin a 
phrase. Consider me a lesbian. I'm not sure how you can justify that one, 
but I'm sure that if you can determine that I am gay from the fact that I 
don't like to see women degraded, you can figure out some way to justify 
calling me a lesbian, and threatening my life. justify that, please. Justify 
persecuting blacks, women, Jews, Christians, gays. If you can justify 
degradation, do it. Please. If you can't justify it, please don't do it. Don't 
threaten me if I don't threaten you. Or do I threaten you? If so, why? Is ter
rorism necessary? I don't like the institution of cheerleading, but I am not 
going to threaten the lives of everyone who is a cheerleader, or who 
associate with them. What kind of human has the ability to threaten a 
whole entire subset of humanity? Please don't address me if you can't do it 
humanly or intelligently. If you don't have the capability of addressing me 
intelligently, why are you here, at K College? Maybe YOU should go home. 

I'm upset. I'm disturbed. I'm agitated. I'm angry. I'm mad as hell. I don't 
think I could be more upset if! were a homosexual than I am now. There is 
more to this than the issues of cheerleading and homosexuality. This was 
a pure, unadulterated act of fascist terrorism. It was an attack on a very 
specific group of people by an anonymous person or persons. Everything I 
am saying here is what I really feel, my opinion. I'm signing my name to it, 
for everyone to see. I am not ashamed of the way I feel. If "homosexuals 
must die" is truly the way you feel, please have the conviction-the balls, 
as it were-to sign your name to it. Don't make us wonder who among us 
has the ability to threaten us because of a doctrine that they think we might 
subscribe to. Don't make us wonder at every face, "Does this person have 
the capability, the capacity, to do what has been done?" Am I ove~ac
ting? Was your life threatened? How would you feel if it were? Think about 

it. d 
I am worried about our future. I am perplexed-why? I am rna . I am 

outraged. I am enraged. I am sickened. I am disgusted. I am becoming in
tolerant-lowering myself. I am honest. I am myself. I am mtelllgenl. I am 
thinking. I am very sad. I am very mad. I am not alone. I am not a 
homosexual. I am not a fascist. I am a Democrat. I am a liberal. I am a 
humanist. I am a human. I am a man. I am very very mad. 



Annemarie Statsick K'89 

Oh those brave souls who defaced inanimate objects while no one was 
watching. What grade are you in now? And who in God's name gave you 
the right to judge and persecute others? You, who write such slanderous 
messages, are the ones I am afraid of. I shudder at the thought of you as 
future leaders. I pray for you so that someday you too will mature; so that 
you will be able to handle what is foreign to you without lashing out, but by 
finding answers. I really don't understand homosexuality either. But that 
does not give me, nor you, the right to judge them. If you want to express 
your opinion, try to do it in a constructive manner. 

Lynn Staley K'86 

I wish to express my feelings of horror and revulsion regarding the inci
dent in Dewing this past weekend. The stupidity of the act is overwhelm
ing and is worthy of nothing but complete censure. The sentiments ex
pressed by the perpetrators reveal only their mental inferiority and 
societal ineptitude; their mode of expression was beneath contempt. 

Nearly as repugnant as the act itself were certain responses to it. People 
that I had thought to be insightful, concerned individuals adopted the at
titude of "nothing can be done now, so why bother to protest? Why bother 
with a petition?" It is this self-absorbed, irresponsible attitude which leads 
to more overt, perhaps violent expressions of intolerance. Silence in the 
face of outrage is no less disgraceful than the outrageous act itself. On this 
campus and elsewhere it must be made clear to everyone, loudly, con
fidently, powerfully clear, that intolerance must not and will not be 
tolerated. 

If "they" choose to threaten individuals they must realize that they now 
threaten the entire campus community. If they had intended to use this as 
a rallying point for all their bigotry, they must understand they have failed 
almost laughably. 

If the people who did this and similar acts wished to deny the rights of 
homosexuals, feminists, blacks, Index writers and editors, to study and 
live free from fear and prejudice, then their rights to these same things are 
forfeit. Once they are found (and they will be) they must be immediately 
expelled from the College. They are the very worst of what our society has 
to offer, and have no place at Kalamazoo College. 

Luis Salazar K'89 

To the authors of anti-liberal and anti-gay graffiti: 
You are no doubt reading this paper and enjoying the commotion you 

have created with your pathetic display of ignorance, but I will not concern 
myself with senseless diatribes. You wrote that all liberals and gays should 
be killed; perhaps this means you consider yourself conservatives? 
Perhaps you would vote for Lyndon LeRouche, who espouses identical 
views to those you wrote on the walls of Dewing, and who is capable, 
uniike you, of attaching his name to his statements. LeRouche will not last 
in this country, because the very people he alienates with his intolerance 
are the people who might otherwise elect him. You will find that unless 
you confine your remarks to puerile jokes in locker rooms, you will find 
yourself surrounded by people who share the same views, who hate, and 
who are easily capable of hating you, and making you the target. And you 
realize this fear, otherwise you would be able to say publicly what you are 
now only capable of scratching on walls. If you were capable of expressing 
your views like an adult, you would know the fear of being different, of be
ing a minority, and you would not inflict this on people who are your 
teachers, relatives, and who will be your co-workers, bosses, and inter
viewers. In fact, you might know this fear now: how many of your friends 
have been approached by petitioners who condemn this? How many peo
ple do you know that are disgusted? Perhaps you are a minority now, 
afraid to own up to your inane remarks? Maybe you should be aware of the 
fact that anyone can be on the receiving end of persecution, and you good 
Christians are kneeling before the image of God nailed on cross out of the 
same vicious shortsights. Learn at least to deal with your fears in such a 
m8fU'ler that you do not hurt people coping and growing in the same world, 
and feeling the same fears as yourselves. 

Barbara L. Brickman K'86 

The recent incidents in Dewing, as well as the threatening notes and 
phone calls received by students and faculty, are so horrendous that I had 
a difficult time deciding whether dignifying them with a reply was really 
appropriate. However, because these incidents are an insult to the entire 
college community, not just the homosexual population, I feel compelled 
to respond. 

I have always been proud to be a part of Kalamazoo College. I do not 
subscribe to all of the views expressed here at K (I don't believe that 
anyone does), but I never felt that I could not express myself freely here. 
Never having been a member of a continually~ppressed minority (such as 
the homosexual population), I cannot relate to the fear and hostility they 
must endure. However, any time the rights of a minority are threatened, 
the majority is threatened as well. For if we allow the homosexual popula
tion on campus to be harassed, what will we do the next time, when 
another group has threatened? 

We must take action now, to put an end to such infuriatingly cruel and 
needless incidents. The same individual(s) may not be responsible for 
everything that has gone on recently, but as long as even one person feels 
that (s)he can get away with this, we will all pay the price. The cost will be 
extracted from the reputation of the College as a place of learning and 
enrichment. We will pay for the negative impression others have when 
they realize how little some here will tolerate. Most importantly, our gay 
and lesbian friends will live in fear and unhappiness. We will all suffer the 
loss of self-respect for not having done what we could to ensure that 
everyone at Kalamazoo College be treated equally, with dignity and 
respect. It is unfortunate that dignity and respect are SO hard-won when 
ridicule and threats are so freely given. 

No matter how each of us as individuals feels about various groups, we 
must act to demonstrate our intolerance for the kind of harassment we've 
seen recently. Otherwise, we all lose. The people responsible may never 
be caught, but they will have to live with the knowledge that they have 
done a lot of damage to people they don't even know. Where is the enjoy
~~nt i'1. that? 
As far as I'm concerned, anyone who isn't willing to tolerate (not 
necessarily accept, but at least peacefully coexist with) others who have 
different values or lifestyles doesn't belong here at Kalamazoo College. 
People of such low intelligence that they resort to writing obscene slogans 
on walls and making threatening phone calls are not the kind of people 
who deserve the benefits of this school. My advice is that they either learn 
to live with the differences of else they get the hell out of here before they 
degrade the rest of us by association. 

Many people are already responding to the incidents, hoping that the 
harassment will not be repeated_ It is my hope that those responsible will 
see that what may have been intended as no more than harmless pranks 
were actually vicious, bigoted, and cruel, and that they will feel some 
amount of remorse for the feelings of security which they have destroyed. 
In the meantime, the rest of us can all benefit from taking another look at 
Ourselves and making sure that we don't, inadvertently, do damage also. 

A terrible thing has happened in these incidents, yet some good may 
come out of it. Those responsible may realize that their behavior will not 
be tolerated, and the rest of us may become more sensitive to the feelings 
and rights of others. Rather than rehashing what has happened, let's try to 
pull something positive out of it. We'll all be better off. 

_Thomas Dolan Kardel K'89 

I did not see the scribblings on the 
walls in Dewing. I was spared the pain 
of viewing them myself. I know what 
they said. I have heard their messages 
repeated over and over again in the 
past few days. Those very messages 
have echoed through my head 
repeatedly. 

My first feelings were anger. Anger 
because the "authors of the evening" 
had succeded, they had won the vic
tory. That is, for the moment. In this, I 
am sure they rejoiced. I am positive 
they had not planned to cause such a 
huge upheaval, only to let off some in
securities that had been pent up inside 
themselves. Their cowardly, unsigned 
comments had, at least for the mo
ment, shaken this college community. 
I saw friends frightened for their very 
lives. Friends who had never once 
locked their dorm room doors, who 
began to secure them, even when they 
were inside. 

But as I said, they had only won for 
the moment. They had not counted on 
the anger of the collective student 
body, and anger which produced a 
petition, an unprecedented all-college 
meeting in Stetson and this very issue 
of the Index. My feelings changed. I 
began to pity those who had written on 
the walls. I pitied their ignorance. I 
pitied their insecurities. I pitied their 
own fears which manifested 
themselves on the walls of Dewing. 

If I take their messages seriously, I 
take my life in my hands as I write this 
letter. So does everyone else who 
writes to the Index this week and in the 
future. So does everyone who carries a 
petition or speaks in chapel. At 
Kalamazoo College, whose basic prin
ciples lie in diversity and discovery, 
this intolerance cannot be tolerated. 

My condolences to the victims of the 
scribblings in Dewing and to the 
"adults" who placed them there. 

Jennifer Burton K'86 

Although it should be obvious to 
anyone who has spent a quarter here 
that Kalamazoo College is not the 
haven of intellectual, artistic and per
sonal freedom that we expect it to be, 
incidents like the recent graffiti in 
Dewing cannot fail to shock and upset 
the campus. While homophobia on 
campus is certainly a serious concern, 
even more serious is the issue of how 
people can feel that this is a valid way 
of expressing themselves. 

Many students perceive, in the stu
dent body, a division which forms two 
groups. Some people might arbitrarily 
name these two groups "Conser
vatives" and "Liberals." However, we 
at Kalamazoo College could just as 
easily call them "the Blue Room 
Group" and the "Western Room 
Group," because, in the minds of these 
many students, each group has its own 
specific "doctrine" which is based on 
its own set of values, its own set of 

Julie Bargo K'88 

I am not afraid to admit in print that I 
oppose the means by which a 
nameless and faceless group of 
students wish to voice their intolerance 
toward homosexuals-that I, too, will 
be labelled a "deviant" on some 
bathroom wall, as have been Anne 
Schwartz and Ike Pulver-because I 
am exposing myself to similar 
criticism. What I am afraid of is that 
this form of expression has attempted 
to profane both the natural sexual 
practices and moral integrity of three 
of my very close friends, not to men
tion both gay and straight members of 
the coUege community. 

All three of these friends have ex
amined and faced their own sexual 
orientation and I don't glorify them 
because they have done so-we all 
question our sexual identities at 
times-but I have seen their openness' 
received with ridicule, stereotyping 
and degradation. They are confident 
enough in themselves to counteract 

. and respond to verbal onslaughts bl1\ 
are basically defenseless when attack
ed by these nighttime artists. Those 
who may have been more damaged by 
this cruel barrage of homophobic sen
timent are those who are not as com
fortable with their own orientations 
and feel an even greater threat by this 
unwanted exposure. Yet my friends 
speak openly and with relative ease of 
their lifestyles and deserve the same 
type of honesty when attacks are wag
ed against their identities. 

I value these friendships as anyone 
values a friendship, but especially 
because we have learned (sometimes 
painfully) not to judge one another's 
sexual activities and, although we may 
question and advise, we make no value 
judgments based on the gender of our 
partners. They have standard needs 
not unique to the gay population but 
which pertain to us all, showing me 

assumptions, its own set of truths held 
to be self-evident. Supposedly, this 
ideology is wholly accepted by, is 
universally agreed upon by, and dic
tates the political beliefs, sexual orien
tation, artistic preferences, positions 
on social issues, frequency of shower
ing and preferred room in SAGA of the 
members of the group. 

The unwritten establishment of 
these ideologies leads to the making of 
all-encompassing generalizations, one 
activity not restricted to any particular 
room in SAGA. In the "Us" and 
"Them" situation that develops, many 
generalizations are about "Them," 
whether the "Them" are "those 
Western Room punks and hippies" or 
"those Blue Room jocks and yuppies." 
However, the more dangerous 
generalizations are those made about 
"Us." No one has the right to assume 
that I share his or her principles simply 
because we eat in the same room, 
listen to the same music or smoke the 
same brand of cigarettes. When peo
ple think like a group instead of like in
dividuals, the members of the group 

that homosexuality is merely a varia
tion on a heterosexual theme. I have 
been asked whether my gay male 
friends provide a neutral ground on 
which sexual issues are impertinent. 
Are friendships usually so well
planned and motivated by fear? I 
hesitate to lhink that we are all so 
manipulative as to categorize the 
"right" or "wrong" type of people with 
whom to associate based on their sex
ual partners. Yet I do have special rela
tionships with my gay friends, not in 
that I revel in their "rebelliousness" 
because it attests to my own liberal 
beliefs, but because we have tran
sgressed what are considered dif
ferences and focus upon what we 
share. Those who are truly different 
from myself, and assumedly the ma
jority of the student population, are the 
deviants who do not face their own fear 
of the sexual "unknown" but deface 
not only classrooms but themselves 
with their thoughtless words. 

If "No gays (are) allowed" (accor
ding to such thoughtless words), then 
exclude me, too, because I will be 
without three friends who mean more 
to me than any label can convince me 
otherwise. In fact, when this campus 
fmds the homogeneity that some seek, 
it will be empty, or maybe just seem 
that way, as it will be filled with those 
who are too afraid to come out of the 
closet and prefer to lurk behind closed 
doors (and blackboards and bathroom 
stalls and in elevators }-with chalk in 
hand. 

Kelly G. DuCap K'89 

To the children who scribbled their 
ignorance on the walls of Dewing: I 
thought I left graffiti, cowardice, 
narrow-mindedness, and most of all ig
norance back in high school. I guess 
not. GROW UP! 

begin to believe that any action or any 
opinion expressed will be supported 
by the group as a whole. This belief 
permits these members to express 
their opinions in a manner that does 
not invite or even allow criticism or 
discussion. Certainly, in order to have 
expressed their opinions in such a 
way, the people responsible for the 
graffiti in Dewing must have felt that 
those opinions would be accepted and 
supported uncritically by some por
tions of the college community. By the 
same token, the apparently appalled 
student that I overheard Monday must 
have felt that his opinions would be ac
cepted and supported uncritically by 
some other portion of the college com
munity in order for him to have said in
dignantly, "Let's fmd out who did it 
and gang-rape them." 

Incidents and reactions like these 
only serve to make everyone more 
deeply entrenched and self-righteous 
In the generalizations and group men
tality, and reveal that the different 
groups have at least ignorance and in
tolerance in common. 



Anne OkQn 
admisaions 

Jim Bunzli K'86 

As someone whOlie relationship with 
Kalamazoo College has spanned four
teen years-as a student, a "stop-out," 
a student again, and now an alumna 
and an employee-I feel an enonnous 
sense of disgust, bewildennent, and 
sadness over the events that have 
been occurring on our campus over 
the last few months, and which came 
to an ugly head this past weekend. 

preferences, but I think that all of us 
can support their right to express thOlie 
opinions openiy, or to be who they are 
without fear of physical or verbal 
assault. Secondly, I think we need to 
do what Marilyn La Plante suggests in 
her memo of June 2 to the c ollege 
community, " . . . we cannot tolerate 
this cowardly way of confronting fears 
or differences. Each of us has a 
responsibility to confront bigoted and 
slanderous behavior, with friends , in 
classes and with colleagues." To 
challenge prejudice-our own, as well 
as others'-is the first , and most 
necessary, step toward eliminating it. 
The knowledge that one 's 
bigoted remarks and actions are unac
ceptable to thOlie one likes and 
respects inspires strong incentive to 
change. 

Just as human beings we have a 
great deal in common. And as students 
of the same small College we are amaz
ingly alike. We differ in small ways of 
course, and it is these differences that 
make us a diverse and interesting 
community. And we are a com
munity- a community with similar 
goals. Why, then, should the minor dif
ferences between us' split our com
munity apart? Why must our in
dividuality, minor in the face of our 
great amnity, but precious in its little 
way, ftll our atmosphere with hostility? 
And why-how-have we allowed that 
hostility to reach a point where it can 
be expressed in the violent, destructive 
ways that it was expressed in Dewing 
Hall? 

First, I am disgusted by what strikes 
me as a kind of terrorism-the 
obscene scrawl on the bulletin board, 
the cowardly threat delivered from an 
anonymous row of donn windows, the 
caller in the middle of the night who of
fers no name, no face. I am 
bewildered at the incredible venom 
directed at members of our community 
who, after all, have harmed no one. 
Mostly, I am very, very sad-sad that 
there appears to be a group of in
diViduals on our campus who are so 
angry, and so insecure about who they 
are and what they believe that they 
perceive anyone different from 
themselves as a threat. I regret too, 
that these students don't seem to have 
absorbed one of the most valuable 
lessons that K has to offer-that "dif
ferent" does not necessarily imply 
"better" or "worse." "Different" is 
merely that-different. 

While it is important that the college 
community condemn the actions that 
have taken place over the last few 
months, I don't feel that this is nearly 
enough. First, we need to let the 
students and faculty who've been the 
victims of these attacks know that 
we're behind them. Some of us may 
not agree with their opinions or beliefs, 
or feel comfortable with their sexual 

Tricia Wagner, K'89 

I wish I could understand why. I only 
hope that this will never happen again. 

Hoping .. . 

James K. Lindquist K'89 

In the past few weeks there have 
been many intents to ruin the fme 
reputation of this school's "liberal" 
view on the students as an individual 
and not as a whole. There seems to be 
an increased animosity towards cer
tain individuals and their personal 
choices in what or whom they want to 
be . . . this referring to the recent at
tacks on homosexuals and 
cheerleaders. Being someone who has 
friends in both fields I would like to lay 
to rest the childish beliefs that you can 
catch some strange, incurable disease 
in relating to either of these people. 

In the most recent attacks, Dewing 
was subjected to the acute 
retardedness of persons not infonned, 
or choosing ignorance, that just 
because someone is different than you 
doesn't mean that they can't feel like 
anyone else. Being called "faggot" or 
"dumb blonde" is just as revolting and 
upsetting as caJling someone "dumb 
jock" or making a crack about so
meone's race or religion. 

In writing this letter I would also like 
thOlie who put people down for being 
what they want to be to thlnk of the 
things which make them the person 
they are, and to thlnk about what it 
would be like to be put down for thOlie 
beliefs and values. 

These steps are necessary not just 
because they are "the right thing to 
do," or for the sake of the members of 
our community who have been the 
most recent victims of prejudice, but 
for ourselves. Bigotry is remarkably 
non-discriminating. Hatred toward 
one group spills over into hatred of 
many. Soon, all who are "different" 
are included as targets. And each of 
us is different. Perhaps we're women 
in a society in which men dictate the 
rules of the corporate and social 
games we must play. Maybe we're 
political conservatives in a community 
which prides itself on a strong liberal 
tradition (liberals can be bigots, too). 
Perhaps we play baseball for a college 
whOlie students are-by and large-in
different to athletics. At some point, 
we all fmd ourselves swimming 
against the tide that is the nonn. To 
defend the right of all people to be who 
they are, unmolested, is in the self
interest of every one of us. 

Emilie Richmond K'89 

Unsigned graffiti written on walls 
and sidewalks attacking indiViduals 
and groups for differing views is both 
cowardly and childish. I am embarass
ed for those who found it necessary to 
launch these types of attacks; I am em· 
barassed to be a part of a community 
which shows such destructive in
tolerance. I truly hope that I don't know 
the responsible persons, although I'm 
sure that these unfortunate souls need 
our help and understanding so that 
they can learn to face their fear in a 
constructive manner. I am able to hold 
nothing but anger and contempt 
towards them. I apologize to the 
members of our college community 
who were hurt by this harassment in 
the name of those of us who value 
diversity and open-mindedness at 
Kalamazoo College. 

ThomMyers 
Public Relations 

I deplore the name-calling, 
divisiveness, and lack of respect for 
others that is increasingly apparent on 
the campus of Kalamazoo College, and 
I'm talking about both what appeared 
on the walls of Dewing Hall and on the 
pages of the Index. There can be no 
doubt that the type of grafflti found in 
Dewing on June 1 must be condemn
ed, but let's also condemn the in
Damatory articles in the Index. 

Granted, the Index as a vehicle for 
demeaning your fellow student is not 
nearly as hard on the custodial staff as 
writing on the walls, and no one has 
said "Death to cheerleaders and con
servatives" in the pages of the Index, 
but I hope that what 's being criticized 
is more than just the tactics employed 
or the medium of the message. Let me 
take just a moment to quote the open
ing four sentences from the now much
discussed letter "Cheerleading: boo, 
hiss," which appeared in the May 23 
Index. 

"Let's play word association. 
'Cheerleader. ' What do you say? Well, 
according to an informal survey I 
recently conducted. typical responses 
include 'unintelligent. degrading to 
women. and ridiculous . • I feel confident 
in saying this represents a good portion 
of the people on campus. " 

Now one might argue that these and 
other statements in the lener are hard
ly very sympathetic to the feelings of 
the women on campus who have 
chOlien to be cheerleaders, but-no 
matter-anyone who was so 

"unintelligent" to be a cheerleader is 
probably too damn dumb to know 
she's being publicly insulted in the 
school newspaper anyway. Right? 
Besides, I'm not really that upset about 
the original article. It is, after all, only 
the opinion of one person, despite the 
wholly unsubstantiated claims that it 
represents the views of the silent ma
jority. 

I'm upset because a week later, the 
editor of the Index chose to legitimize 
the letter on cheerleading and, indeed, 
elevate it to near-Pulitzer Prize winn
ing status. Mind you, the editor never 
said pointblank "this is great jour
nalism," he just said, "The ability to 
relate seemingly insignificant pro
blems ... to far greater culturel defi
ciencies is a complex and 
sophisticated one." 

There is an obvious difference bet
ween writing "faggots go home," and 
clearly implying that those who want to 
be cheerleaders are not welcome on 
this campus: the latter requires "com
plexity and sophistication." 

Surely, I'm not trying to equate the 
Index articles with what happened in 
Dewing. Well, yes I am. I detest the 
continuing attacks on gays, and I'm 
equally angered with the ongoing 
assault on cheerleaders. 

Yes, there are differences between 
threatening someone's life, and bum
ing a cross in someone's yard, and 
painting swastikas on someone's 
synagogue, and more subtly 
discriminating against a person, and it 
is all done with regard for tl:e rights 
and feelings of others, and all of it is 
wrong. So, condemn what happened in 
Dewing. I do. But don't stop there. 

Margaret Wood K'87 

Sure, at the ripe old ages of 19 and 20 we all understand the complex
ities of human sexuality. I mean, we're aU experienced and our identities 
are solidly fonned, right? And so we've made the decision about what is 
right and obviously the decision is the correct decis ion for every in· 
dividual, right? So why not iet those "deviants," those ... (oh, I can 't even 
say it !), those "homosexuals" (ach! yuch! I hate that word!), why not let 
them know that they' re all total screw-ups? I mean, we all know what's 
really right, don 't we? 

Fredrick R. Strobel 
economics department 

Lest Sunday around noon I entered Dewing Hall and headed to my of
fice to plunge into reading tenn papers. Proceeding from the elevator, to 
my omce on the third floor I noticed a number of defamitory writings on 
several classroom and faculty doors. Parking my briefcase, I then went 
and looked further and discovered these writings to be almost universally 
placed on any kind of dark writing surface including blackboards, doors, 
and stalls in the men's rooms. The second floor of Dewing was equally 
covered with such garbage. I called President Breneman's home about the 
time several concerned students were paying him a visit and the 
Brenemans immediately came over to inspect the scene. 

Let me briefly share with you, my impressions of that moment. First, not 
in my eleven years at Kalamazoo College have I seen anything that vitriolic 
or Violent. Nor did I see anything like it during the late sixties where, at Ho
ly Cross, I taught, and that campus was shut down twice in one year, the 
institution shaken to the brink of closing pennanently by student disrup
tion. These writings escalated from the "go home, gays" variety, to the 
threat of "death to homosexuality, " and then fmally, and disgustingly, to 
the threat of death to two named members of this community. 

We all know, and we should remind the perpetrators of this act, that to 
threaten physical hann to another individual is a criminal act. But there is 
another serious element here, besides that of criminality which strikes at 
the heart of this institution. If there is one major lesson that has been learn· 
ed in the United States in the twentieth century, which ought to be 
reDected in its educational institutions, it is the tolerance of many different 
races, religions and lifestyles which exist in this country today. This is a 
country of freedom, particularly a freedom of private action, as long as that 
action is not hannful to others. It is not, however, an unlimited freedom . 
My freedom to act ends where it interrrupts your freedoms. And no one 
has the freedom of speech to threaten physical harm to another individual. 

I view this type of sick behavior in the same league as someone who has 
broken the honor code, in the same league as someone who has cheated 
on an exam. College policy dictates that initially steps will be taken to 
punish known cheaters, and if the occurrence happens again, to expel 
them. We don't want people here who are dishonorable, or have broken 
the honor code. When members of this community act like fascists, they 
too have broken our honor code. 

As a liberal arts institution, we have a right to say to them: "we don't 
want you here. You do not belong." 

This institution contains a privileged and special cross section of 
American youth. The student is rewarded with a fine education for hard 
work, as the world will reward the graduate for possessing that education. 
To whom so much has been given, much is expected in return. We as a 
college community expect honorable behavior from all our citizens. Let us 
continue to demand it. 

Nicole L. Wolf K'86 

I address the following to those too narrow·minded to accept the un· 
familiar, too afraid to face their own fears , and too stupid to understand 
and read important but perhaps lengthy passages. It will not appear on any 
blackboards, walls or doors: 

GROW UP OR GO HOME! 

Michelle Goodwin K'86 

While I will always harbor some sadness over the gramti activity in Dew· 
ing, this sadness is comforted by overwheiming supportive campus action. 
On Monday alone, campus concern led to over 500 signatures on a peti· 
tion circulated by students who felt the need to speak out. I am heartened 
by those who felt it necessary to voice their opinion and signed the peti
tion. In one sense, I am also pleased with those who deliberately and 
honestly chOlie not to sign it. By not signing, you too are shOwing your 
voice in a fairly constructive fashion. 

Due to certain circumstances-such as lack of space and inconsistent 
petitioning methods-the petition could not be printed in the Index. As an 
alternative to this, copies of the petition are posted downstairs by the 
games room in Hicks, in Mandelle, in Upjohn Library, and in Dewing Hall. 
Copies have also been sent to President Breneman and Dean La Plante as 
a show of campus support against the destructive display of opinion. 

At one point this week I remember saying, "What a way to remember my 
last few days here." But in light of tremendous campus support against 
this type of behavior, my feelings are slowly changing. 

I leave feeling some hope that this will never happen again, and that it 
will not soon be forgotten. I leave hoping that further steps will be taken to 

. understand our differences. There is no better time than now. 

Cordula Draeger 

I first heard of the weekend's incidents on the telephone on Sunday: Ter
rorism at K College. I could hardly believe it. Terrorism among young peo
ple just emerged from adolescence. How could this have happened? I 
must admit, that after some thought, I am actually not so surprised. 

In truth, I can only say that this incident confirms the observation which 
I, as a fO(eigner, have made already for half a year: many students have 
never learned to fairly and critically analyze their environment; it occurs to 
me in my classes that the material is absorbed rather than discussed; a so
called friend removed himself from a discussion with me of a very per
sonal affair by saying, "Let's stop arguing about it, we won't come to an 
agreement, anyway;" now this extremely embarrassing incident. 

Behind this device of avoiding problems I see several reasons. First of 
all, it is unbelievably easy, because one can excuse oneself from faCing the 
discussion of a problem. This, in my eyes, is a fonn of cowardice. Second, 
and this I fmd even worse, I feel that this reaction stems from ignorance, 
and that these people have never learned to critically approach a problem 
and defend their standpoint in an open argument. It is on this point that the 
faculty and administration of this college must take the initiative to 
remedy, and to compensate for this facet of the students' education which 
has been overlooked: namely, to teach them to address a problem or a 
"deviation" open·mindedly and, after the consideration of all pros and 
cons, to find a stable point-of-view which can hold its ground in a discus
sion. Only then, hopefully, will this extremely questionable means of com
munication which we have just experienced become unnecessary. 

In addition, I think one must free oneself from the fear that argUing 
weakens and threatens the harmony within the community. The opposite 
holds true; I consider it to be extremely necessary in a large community 
such as K College to exchange contrary opinions. I see it as a sign of 
maturity and balance to acknowledge other points of view. The stupid and 
dangerous fonn of communication we saw this weekend reminds me of 
fascism, and the thought that these students will hold socially responsible 
positions in the future frightens me. 



Valerie Thompson K'87 

Monday moming, when I walked in
to my 8 o'clock class, someone was 
making an announcement about the 
incident in Dewing this past weekend. 
I could tell from the look on people's 
faces that something was terribly 
wrong. I knew very little about what 
had happened, so after class I decided 
to return to Dewing to see for myself 
just what had been written. As I ap
proached, a Physical Plant worker was 
washing down the last of the graffiti on 
the outside pillars. But I saw enough, 
enough to be angry and disgusted. 

That same day I was shown the peti
tion that was circulated which listed a 
few samples of what had been written 
inside of Dewing Saturday rtight, and I 
was told about the phone call made to 
DeWaters residents that same night. 
As hard as I tried, I was unable to con
cen trate on my books that 
afternoon ... I was shocked! And I 
still find my thoughts drifting to what 
has happened on this campus lately. 

I never dreamed that prejudice could 
get so out of hand here on this campus, 
which likes to take pride in its striving 
for a diverse commurtity and tries to 
promote appreciation of different 
views, ideas, customs, and ways of life 
among its students. 

Sure, prejudice has shown its face 
here before (maybe more often than 
we give just attention). It's everywhere 
and K College does not escape the 
"real world" in this respect. I have 
seen the hurt of discrimination here 
among friends who are black, friends 
who are jewish, friends who are 
homosexuals, and friends who are 
women. I, too, have felt it at times, as I 
would assume those who have been on 
the Foreign Study program or traveled 
abroad have experienced it, and any 
individual for that matter. But for 
those of you who may think that this is 
beyond any of your experiences, let 
me tell you it HURTS! 

Normally the prejudice I see and 
hear about causes anger, disgust, 
sadness and frustration in me but 
never h~ it caused such fear. ' As I 
read the death threats to both in
dividuals and groups on this campus, 
they evoked images of the fear and 
hatred which led to the atrocities duro 
ing fascist Nazi Germany and the 
Salem witch trials. I can't help but 
wonder now. as 1 walk around this 
campus, "who is capable of such 
things?", and I will never understand 
how people who apparently hate so 
much and so many who could write 
"KILL" and adorn it with peace signs! 
Furthermore, I feel sorry and shameful 
that this college has yet to teach these 
individuals how to express their view 
in an appropriate manner. 

I am ashamed to know that I belong 
to a community in which there are 
members who hold no respect for the 
views, ideas, lifestyles and feelings (of 
others).. There is no excuse for the 
malicious conduct that took place in 
Dewing last Saturday, and I wish to ex· 
tend my sympathy to those who were 
attacked and will return for another 
quarter here knowing that the in· 
dividuals have not been caught and 
may cause further problems, and 
especially to those about to graduate, 
who will carry this horrible memory 
with them as on of their last memories 
of K. 

Robert D. Dewey 
Dean of Chapel 

Note: the [ollowing is Dean Dewey's 
statement delivered in the chapel con· 
vocation held Wednesday, June 4. 

During the rise of Hitler in the 
19305, Martin Niemoeller, a German 
Lutheran pastor, tells about the day 
they came for the jews. 

"I did not speak," he said. "Then 
they came for the Catholics. I did not 
speak. Then they came for me, and 
there was no one left to speak." 

We have spoken today because we 
are one body. When one part suffers, 
all parts suffer together. 

Whether the attack is on homosex
uals, blacks, jews, women, athletes, or 
economists, it is an attack on every one 
of us. Each member is a part of the 
body, contributing either himself to its 
growth or to its sickness and its 
deterioration. The word for what was 
done to all of us last Saturday night, 
and the Saturday before, an attack 
covered by darkness and anonymity, 
is shameful. The word for what is re
quired of all of us now is awareness. 
The good that can come from this sad 
experience is sensitivity to others, 
whether individuals or groups. The 
word to express our hope following 
this kind of cruel and cowardly 
behavior, which has come from within 
the body and from which, therefore, 
we cannot separate ourselves, that 
word is renewal. 

David Small 
artist in residence 

Please add my name to the list of 
faculty and associated people 
disgusted with the actions of those 
responsible for the anti-gay graffiti in 
Dewing Hall, threatening late·night 
phone calls to students, etc .. All of this 
would be shameful anywhere, but at K 
College it is execrable. 

Joni Overton K'87 

"I don't think I can support 
this-anyway, my Signing this petition 
isn't going to help. " 

"This petition isn't going to do 
anything-no, why should I bother?" 

I look around the table for other 
responses to the petition I am carrying 
around-I see two faces turned 
down-I wonder if it is because they 
have no opirtion, nothing to say on the 
matter, or perhaps peer pressure. 
Maybe they don't care, but peer 
pressure? Oh, we don't deal in this 
here, do we? We're such 
individuals ... 

A fellow petition carrier, about ten 
minutes after I have confronted this 
table, confronts it again to see what 
response she will get. She is told that 
they've already signed it, but in· 
terestingly enough, their signatures 
are nowhere to be found. We wouldn't 
want to call that a lack of guts, would 
we? 

Perhaps this petition wasn't your 
idea of how to handle the whole situa· 
tion. Perhaps you thought it would do 
no good, but its purpose wasn't to 
solve any problem. It's purpose was to 
get people to think, to take a stand in· 
dividually, and to talk this situation up. 
Perhaps you may think this issue has 
been talked about too much-over· 
done. But perhaps you fail to take 
yourselves and others seriously 
enough. It's about time, time past due, 
that this campus got stirred up about 
something. If this isn't worth it, neither 
are our lives, nor is anything that hap
pens to us in this world. Perhaps the 
question should be: 

What is we let this go too? 
What if we didn't do anything? 
What does it take to get us to take a 

stand for ourselves and for others? 

Betty Mouth 

What was done last week in Dewing 
is a cowardly deed of sheer 
wickedness. This anonymous 
manifestation of open violence is the 
strength of a weak and sick mind. 

Marta Kaemmer K'88 

Fear of people who are strong 
enough to articulate their opirtions, 
knowing that these opinions don't 
merge with that status quo. I don't 
know. Who am I to analyze someone 
else's thought patterns? Maybe I will 
never understand how people can be 
so callous and cruel and unfeeling 
towards other members of the human 
race. 

And maybe some people don't 
understand how I can consider gays, 
blacks, jews, and other minorities all 
members of one human race. 

This is my opirtion. I'm not trying to 
force my opirtion on others, just as I 
don't expect others to force theirs on 
me. I'm offering my opinion in hopes 
that it may stimulate constructive 
thought from others with differing 
views. People can't be forced to 
change. Fear can force people to act in 
certain ways, but it contributes nothing 
to resolving differences. 

I wasn't going to write anything to 
the Index. Why should anything from 
another bleeding heart liberal on a 
soapbox make a difference to persons 
who have demonstrated their firmly 
rooted prejudices with such fmesse 
and verbal skill? 

Probably it won't. Has this episode 
turned into a war of carefully ar
ticulated opinions versus blind inar
liculated hatred so soon? Ignorance is 
bliss. Not in this case. Ignorance is 
fear. Fear of something one can 'I me 
away under social norms after years of 
cultural conditiorting as to "this is 
right" and "that is wrong." Fear of 
acknowledging that not everyone 
thinks in the same way. If one 
acknowledges differences, perhaps 
one will have to acknowledge that one 
can't flow through life in his or her own 
protected shell. Other people have 
views that someday might start a crack 
in that shell. Being forced to bring 
oneself outside of the comfort of this 
shell is not always anticipated with 
pleasure. Fear. Fear of people who are 
strong enough to leave their shells 
behind and be happy with what they 
are of themselves. 

Larry Bauer K'86 

Wednesday's chapel convocation left me quite disquieted. My emotions 
are peaking. I hadn't known the content of such graffiti. It shocked me that 
violence was threatened. I hadn't known that individuals took it personal· 
ly. I'd learned how not to, and forgotten that others would take such ig
norance as an insult. But few people are writing such things as "Tennis· 
playing·white-heterosexual-males-of·a-good·family should die." Then 
maybe I'd be scared too. 

Shocking was much of this. Angering, too, that graffitists expressed 
themselves in such a way that I have to pay for the clean·up (Physical Plant 
washed walls Monday). It's bad news, though, that they felt free to deface 
school property. 

But why? No one asked why they did it. Rather, we labelled them. In 
spite of all, we made it us and them, even though them is a part of us. They 
may always be. How are we going to deal with it? We must accept them or 
bear the effects (long and short) of their existing here knowing that most of 
the campus ostracizes and/or hates them (petitions signed by 500-plus 
students). 

This us-them problem runs deeply as any in this school, in this world. 
''They'' aren't cancer; they are the body. Can they stay? Would it help to 
learn tolerance from us? Dare we teach them? Tit for tat teaches little. 

I like that the chapel convocation and letters vented anger. That's a 
positive. Yet what have we left for ourselves as follow-up? The chapel 
speakers led me to believe these graffitists would be expelled. But when 
you flush shit down the toilet, it just stinks somewhere else. 

By showing merely anger we may have sealed the lid on this scenario. 
"They" are in "hate" prison. There they will stay until we stop hating 
them. No one gains in the meantime. 

One follow·up suggestion is more administration-supported action to 
educate all the incoming frosh at K'XX. Another is more accessible people 
to talk to about such angers. At the moment, who would one approach to 
get help in dealing with this anger towards gays if, for example, one felt un
comfortable with our counseling staff of one? 

How many gays on campus would lend a hand? Make yourselves known 
right now if you would. I, for one, would love to sit with "them" and listen. I 
might learn something. 

Sure people bring problems here and these are aggravated by pressure 
and lack of familiarity and the liJIe. But sometimes school hands us pro
blems unwittingly. And I've learned it takes two to tango with most pro
blems. Will we individually and collectively make any positive moves, or 
do we stop here? 

Loren Andrulis K'86 

The people that committed the acts 
in Dewing on Saturday rtight ought to 
realize and be grateful that they are 
protected by the same right which they 
seem to be denying other people; that 
is, existence. It strikes me that their 
behavior is offensive as most other of
fensive behavior from society's view
point, and that it shouldn't be 
tolerated. 

Stacey LaBahn K'87 

Why? 

Andrea Rundell K'89 

There are a few of us who, in conversation, have come to the conclusion 
that direct action against the people committing these incidents of van
dalism and verbal abuse may well be more destructive than constructive. 
The maturity, stability, and mentality levels broadly displayed by these 
people seem to be such that a "we know who you are so don't do it again" 
type of lecture will have little effect. Indeed, we feel that it would be fuel to 
their fire, in the way that children enjoy antagortizing each other. 

However, neither do we feel that simply ignoring their immature 
behaviour will put a stop to such actions. A quandary, indeed. I'm sorry to 
say that I'm afraid this bigotry may be hard, if impossible, to overcome, as 
all narrow minds are. 

Meanwhile, I am behind freedom of the press and would be thrilled to 
fmd a letter stating the actual view of one of these persons. 

I whole-heartedly and volubly support the abused people and their 
orgartizations. 



A. T. Conrad K'88 

The following is my solicited response to the vandalism that occurred in 
Dewing Hall the morning of june 1, 1986. 

"Why, then, do you look at the speck in your brother's eye, and pay na 
attention ta the log in your eye? How dare you say to your brother, 'Please, 
let me take that speck out of your eye, ' when you have a log in your own 
eye? You hypocrite! Take the logout of your own eye/irst, and then you will 
be able to see and take the speck out of your brother's eye. " 

Matthew 7: 3·5 
"As they stood there asking him questions, he straightened up and said 

to them, "Whichever one of you has cammitted no sin may throw the /irst 
stone. ' 

"When they heard this they all left, one by one, the older ones /irst. " 
John 8: 7, 9 

"Do not judge others, so that God will not judge you-because God will 
judge you the same way you judge others, and he will apply to you the 
same rules you apply to others. " 

Matthew 7: 1-2 
I regret that even on this "enlightened" campus one must fight for the in

. dividuality that makes him special. Rising above the controversial subject 
in question. I must say that although I may not be piu1y to the lifestyles of 
others. I will defend to the end the right of their being led. 

Who of us are really in a position to judge? 

Chris Corcoran K'87 

I decided to gel my response into a prose poem. 

It is 3: 14 in the moming. I feel threatened by the silence in the Red Lounge 
with the T.V. 's diagonal lines. I have a choice between diagonals, static, or 
Wagner and community news. But, always the wincing fluorescent 
lights-no choice. I'm getting a migraine like the fluorescent tube in the 
hallway. I never understood how Sylvia Plath 6t hissing potatoes, fluores
cent lights, and Lesbos into her consciousness. I'm alone as usual 
although there's someone around. I think I heard his or her knees crack, 
but I'm alone. "His or her" is so distracting. I can't use "his" or "her" 
without complicated implications. I want to give them a new context, but I 
can't. Words are so damned autonomous. I try to be independent. This 
building is so large, and I'm alone which makes me stupid, but nothing 
will happen anyway because I figure somehow if I imagine all the 
gruesome things that could happen, I'll be safe. I'm getting one of those 
flickering headaches that starts in the periphery and, when it arrives, takes 
up your entire consciousness. I'm so afraid of what's coming; I can't think 
anyway, and I still don 't understand the title from the poem Lesbos. What I 
mean to say is I don't like it. I don't like the sound of the word. I never did. 
My sister doesn't like it either, but she likes the word faggot and says it all 
the time. She knows the sound is quick and makes people uncomfortable. 
As a child, I remember wishing to be a man. I had dreams of running in 
boxer shorts, topless, and having no one notice. I wanted to be john 
Adams. My father suggested I was the reincarnation of Abigail Adams. I 
didn't want to be Abigail. Abigail isn't in the dictionary. john is. I wanted to 
be a man. Was it impossible to think I was a man in a former life? And 
anyway, much to my dismay, I'm the reincarnation of Alexander Hamilton. 
"Ab, violence will get you nowhere," I thought. Aaron Burr didn't think; 
he just shot me, but he only out lived me by a year-poetit justice, I guess. 
But, if I were john Adams. .. Still young, I realized I didn't want to be a 
man. I wanted to be a person because, after all, the people in history were 
men. Oh, I don't want to be a person or a man. I want to bejohn Adams 
with all his idiosyncrasies and inconsistancies-I want to call the president 
a king. But I never want to make my bed. Sylvia Plath made her bed every 
moming, but she probably didn't want to bejohn Adams; she was never a 
pink triangle wanting to be a gold star. I bet she listened to Wagner, 
though, and read Nietzche and walked home alone at night and nothing 
ever happened. Nietzche was born in December, I think, and so was I. He 
loved Wagner. He tried to understand Wagner's love of state. After all, he 
loved Deutschland. "What happened? I am so alone, Richard. I loved you 
and your sounds for so long. Did I miss you all along? Were you never 
here? The notes feel like nothing to me. A nothingness. I'm too tired to 
write and give my abstractions reality. Richard, I thought our cluttered 
abstractions meant something in words, in mUSic, in object reality. What is 
the name Deutschland?" 1 want to go to Dewing, hang hundreds of pink 
triangles and gold stars. 

Mila Visser 't 800ft K'89 

Last Sunday moming at quarter of ten, I walked around second and third 
Door Dewing and was disgusted. I felt personally attacked, although my 
name was not used in the graffiti. For me, the most hurting phrases were 
the ones saying "No Gays Allowed" and "No Gays."lmrnediately, flashes 
of signs saying ''''-" ~" S .. (prohibited to jews) came to my 
mind. I grew up in the Netherlands, which has suffered a lot under the 
Nazis. Throughout my life I have been exposed to the impact fascism had 
on Europeans. I would like to describe point for point exactly what was 
fascist about the act in Dewing. 

First, the focus against a minority. In Nazi-Europe the most prominent 
group of victims was the jews. Last Sunday it was homosexuals, but it 
could have been any minority group: chicanos, Italians, blonds or jocks. 

Second, ilTationality. In Nazi-Europe jews were accused of anything that 
went wrong in society and they were looked at as communist radicals as 
well as capitalist exploiters. Last Sunday the Women's Interest Group, 
liberals and criticism against cheerleading were verbally assaulted along 
with the Gay/Lesbian Support Group and homosexuality in general, thus 
combining and confusing all topics that are different or threatening. 

Third, glorification of power. The Nazis' commitment to power is clear. 
The graffiti in Dewing was extremely threatening by its extensiveness and 
contents. Slogans like "Death to all Gays" written in two foot high letters 
and personal threats certainiy are a manifestation of violence and of an 
urge for power. 

Fourth, anti1eeling. The National-Socialist movement in Germany . was 
based on negativity_ First negativity was directed against jews, gypsies, 
communists and homosexuals. then against the enemies in the war. In 
Dewing, there were no signs whatsoever that those who wrote the graffiti 
had been thinking about a positive approach to solving something that is 
obviously a problem to them. 

Fifth, anonimity. The Nazis used a system of divided responsibility, so 
no one face could be associated with the atrocities committed. We have no 
idea of who wrote the graffiti. It was done in the middle of the night, in 
secrecy and no names were signed. 

Sixth is the point of triggering responses of people who wouldn'l speok 
oul without encourogement. People joined the National-Socialist move
ment because others did, not particularly because Nazi politics were im
portant to them. In Dewing 300 someone had written under one of the 
phrases: "I don't believe in this kind of 'verbal' abuse, but it's fun 
anyway." 

Fascism in Germany started slowly, with things too little to make p fuss 
about (including graffiti). Step by step, fascism grew into a monstrous 
movement. The graffiti in Dewing doesn't stand alone as an incident on 
this camp\l3; it is merely the latest incident. The main difference between 
fascism and that what happened last Sunday is that fascism implies dic
tatorship of a mindless crowd over a smaller group, and what happeded in 
Dewing was the loud voice of what I believe to be a minority terrorizing a 
much greater community. I am angry and sad when I think that last Sun
day moming tendencies that erupted into much worse only 45 years ago. 

Why can't we learn from history? 

Marigene Arnold 
sociology department 

I was both saddened and angered at 
the recent attack on homosexuals, 
feminists, liberals, writers of "un
popular" Index articles, and like souls. 
A letter sent by a group of concerned 
students also alleged similar attacks 
on members of Chaverim and the 
Black Student Organization. I take 
time to list those who were specifically 
named in the attacks in order to draw 
attention to the range of people who 
would, no doubt, fit one category or 
another. 

Kalamazoo College is a place that is 
proud to proclaim its diversity; diversi
ty, however, is not the same thing as 
factionalism. As I pondered this I 
started to think about the way we label 
ourselves and others: as male or 
female, as heterosexual or homosex
ual, as liberal or conservative. The 
labels are not, in and of themselves, 
bad, but become so when they become 
stereotyped. ':Jock" hardly ' has the 
negative association it once had and is 
merely a label attached to those who 
play sports; a "pre-med" hopes to go to 
medical school; a "blue roomer" eats 
dinner in a particular place in SAGA; 
and a "theatre major," surprisingly, 
majors in theatre. But consider the 
stereotypical associations that accom
pany these terms. ':Jock" is associated 
with "dumb," as in "dumb jock." "Pre
meds" are "grinds." "Blue roomers" 
are "Duffy females" and "preppy 
males." "Theatre majors" are "weird" 
and either, depending on one's 
sources, "gay" or "promiscuous" or 
both. Unfortunately when we meet a 
pre-med who's fun and interesting and 
bright and cooperative, we don't say, 
"I was wrong about pre-meds." We 
say, instead, "this pre-med is different 
from the rest ," thus preserving the 
stereotype while not passing up the 
friendship. Most of the time, though, 
we don't even get that far because we 
"write ofr' whole categories of people 
before we even give them a chance. 
Diversity at this college will make no 
difference if we do not take advantage 
of this diversity. 

The fact is, if all of us who belong to 
some minority group that is 
stereotyped were together, the entire 
student body, faculty, and staff of 
Kalamazoo College would be present. 

Kit Almy K'89 

As I look back on my first year in col
lege, I am happy to say that I have 
grown immeasurably in ways I would 
never have expected over the past 
three quarters. My life up through high 
school was very sheltered in many 
ways. I was never directly exposed to 
homosexuality nor to such hate and 
terrorism as appeared on campus this 
weekend. I didn't know any blacks or 
jews either. Since coming to K, I have 
met many people who are different 
from me, and I have grown from know
ing them. These people have brought 
me many new perspectives on life, yet 
as friends, they are fundamentally no 
different from anyone else. 

I realize that different lifestyles like 
homosexuality can cause people worry 
and doubt. I admit that I have felt some 
confusion about the subject, but I 
would never let my personal confusion 
affect the way I react toward others. I 
would hate to think of letting any form 
of prejudice determine who my friends 
are. If I did, I would lose some of the 
nicest friends I have. 

We are each a member of some 
minority; this includes the individuals 
who wrote the graffiti in Dewing. I 
hope it becomes obvious that they are 
a minority on this campus. They cer
tainiy have a right to their own opi
nions, but they do not have the right to 
slander other people who express their 
opinions in a more civilized form, nor 
tolD" ''''''who .~ ..... 
lifestyles so violently. They must also 
realize that as a minority, they are 
vulnerable to the same kind of treat
ment they give to others. 

I wonder what sort of people would 
write such hate-filled messages in the 
middle of the night. In commenting 
on Sunday's inCident, someone told 
me that K was just "a S10,000 a year 
playground." I only hope he is right. I 
hope that the terrorists are only 
childish individuals who do not realize 
what they are doing. But I fear that they 
are reasonably mature adults who are 
fully aware of what they are doing and 
the reaction that they will get. If they 
are children perhaps they will learn 
from their mistakes and grow up. If 
not, we must all be concerned, for then 
they are the same sort of terrorists who 
put bombs on airplanes or poison 
Tylenol. 

Ahem_"a poem: 

James C. Duchamp K'87 
John Schreiner K'87 

There once was a closed-minded twit 
With whom different folks didn't /it. 

Went into Dewing 
And ended up spewing 

An ungodly assortment of shit. 

Meredith Robertson K'88 

We at Kalamazoo College are a community. A community is an interac
ting population of various kinds of individuals. We are members of a col
lege that is highly competitive-we have been selected because we are the 
most intelligent, well-rounded, mature, capable, and responsible in
dividuals from our peer group. Students who display behavior and at
titudes of intolerance for divergent views, narrow-mindedness, and pre
judice should not be allowed to remain in our community. Students who 
are incapable of maturely communicating their own views and respecting 
others' should not be tolerated at Kalamazoo College. 

Gail Kidder K'86 
Dan Talayco K'86 

The incident in Dewing last weekend is an important issue in itself. We 
feel, however, that it points to a larger fractionalism on this campus, divi
sions that seem to be growing out of intolerance. This intolerance appears 
to be one of the mllior motivators for forms of expression like the abusive 
slander seen in Dewing. This is destructive not only to individuals, but to 
the community as a whole. It deserves an outspoken response. Paradox
ical though it is, the only thing tolerance will not tolerate is intolerance. 

Expression of opinions is the basis of communication, but it is futile 
without a receptive attitude trying to understand. The form of expression 
used will generate more problems than it will resolve. 

Janette Foss K'87 
Ann M. Weltevreden K'87 

The follOwing was found in Dewing on june 1: "I don't believe in this 
kind of 'verbal abuse' but it's fun anyway." What kind of fun is it to abuse 
people and to destroy community property? 

First of all we are objecting to the defacing of public buildings. Everyone 
has a right to express their opinion, but they should do it in a responsible 
manner. If you have an opinion that you believe in strongly, there are 
many acceptable ways to express them on this campus-for example, a 
letter to the editor, or by public discUSSion. By not Signing your name 
you're closing off any chance of discussion. 

We also object to the use of names. This was a personal attack made 
public with no evidence behind your accusations. We fmd this a crude and 
unnecessary form of gossip. 

We are proud of the diversity of people at K. These differences provide a 
unique aspect in liberal education. 

Tim Webster K'86 

The real issue raised by the Dewing incident Sunday moming is one of 
tolerance. Which would you rather have at Kalamazoo College: a person 
who advocates, in the tradition of neo-Nazis and the KKK, even as a stupid, 
cruel "joke," death for a minority group, or a person who has different sex
ual preferences? The dividing line between "heterosexual" and 
"homosexual" is vague if it exists at all, and while it may be an exaggera
tion to suggest that everyone is, in some sense, bisexual, it is equally ab
surd to believe that there is a radical difference between the lifestyles and 
desires of heterosexuals and homosexuals. 



Sheridan Glendening K'88 

The perpetrators of the recent acts of mental violence express a fear we 
all share: a fear of those who differ from ourselves. To confront this 
elemental human fear is to uproot it, and, paraphrasing Emerson, 
recognize that all men and women proceed out of the same spirit, alter
nately named love, justice, or temperance. May we all come to recognize 
our relationship to one another and value the power of tolerance of diversi
ty offers us. 

Benjamin R. Clarke K'89 

I left Wednesday's special convocation wondering about the whole 
question of fascism in our cwIture. The individuals who advocated using 
force to oppose the actualization of homosexual activities seem to me a 
specific example of a larger precedent in American society. 

Our republic does not simply take action against individuals who violate 
the rights of others. There is a strong legal precedent against "victimless 
crime." The use of certain narcotics is legally prohibited, as are certain 
typeS of sexual acts. In many states, homosexual acts between consenting 
adults is, in fact, illegai. It is my assertion that our society as a whole 
perpetuates a more sophisticated form of "fascism." Whether it is through 
legal, economiC, or social sanctions, society forcefully dictates certain 
norms of behavior. Any person who is satisfied with our college's condem
nation of a blatantly fascist act should now examine the more subtle 
despotism which is characteristic of American society. In order to fully 
understand the vandalism issue, we must place it in the context of our 
fuller social reality. 

Elizabeth K. Whiting K'88 

Why are people getting so hung up on other people's sexuality? Who are 
the masses to judge what's right or wrong for the individual-especially 
with something as personal as one's sexual preference? 

Patrick joseph Mahany K'88 

In reponse to the graffiti found in Dewing last Sunday, I would like to 
quote the lyrics from the song The joke Isn't Funny Anymore by the 
Smiths: 

When you laugh about people who feel so very lonely, 
Their only desire is to die. 
WeI/I'm afraid 
It doesn 't make me smile. 
I wish I could laugh 
But that joke isn't funny anymore. 
It's too close to home 
And it's too near the bone. 
It's too close to home 
And it's too near the bone. 
More than you '/I ever know. 

The joke isn't funny anymore. 

Laura Doty K'88 
Veronica Hope K'88 

After leavmg Wednesday's chapel meeting, we were concerned that the 
meeting had not touched all members of the campus community. After
wards, we were impressed by the concern and sensitivity of a certain stu
dent. This student expressed that, although he had not come to terms with 
the concept of homosexuality, the meeting showed him that violence is not 
a humane way to confront any issue. The sensitivity of this student begins 
to overcome the VIolence and hatred of the Dewing graffiti. 

joan M. Fischer K'86 

I would like to express sympathy and 
support to the victims of the recent 
repugnant and terrifying display of in
tolerance on this campus. Perhaps it 
was naive of me, but I was greatly 
shocked to realize that K College 
students could act in such a hateful 
and ignorant manner. The purpose of 
education in general and a liberal arts 
education especially should be growth 
through the exposure to new ideas and 
the broadening of the mind through 
confrontation with a wide variety of 
concepts, experiences and people. It is 
precisely for this reason that K in
cludes the Career Development, SIP, 
and Foreign Study programs in the K 
Plan and in choosing to go to K, most 
students are choosing this sort of mind 
broadening education. From the re
cent graffiti and verbal attacks on 
homosexuals and others, however, it 
has become sadly clear to me that 
some K students have missed the point 
of their education. Such hateful in
tolerance denies the basic right of peo
ple to lead their lives as they see fit and 
is a frightening Sign of ignorant, nar
row minds. In the wake of this episode, 
I would hope that the K community 
would come together to denounce 
such behavior and to reaffirm the very 
purpose of this institution, to dispel the 
dark clouds of ignorance and in
tolerance and to open minds to the 
light. Lux Esto. 

Anne W. Schwartz K'89 

All that I felt at first was anger and 
fear. Those feelings have faded; all 
that I feel now is sad. 

Laura Livingstone K'89 

Responsibility is something that 
many of us strive to get from 
others-parents, teachers, friends. We 
want to be recognized for being who 
we think and believe we are: capable, 
intelligent individuals who are willing 
to suffer (or enjoy, as the case may be) 
the consequences of our actions. 

Usually by the time a person is in 
college it seems to be true that he or 
she has been able to prove his or her 
worthiness as being independent and 
responsible. Some people, however, . 
do not seem to have this characteristic. 
Instead they maintain childish ways 
and means of handling adult issues 
(i.e. homosexuality and feminism). 

These people scribble on walls, call 
names, use "bad" (mean, vicious) 
words to label those who, because they 
hold a different, perhaps greatly con
flicting opinion, are deemed by these 
children as "strange" or "weird." 

These people also prove themselves 
to be immature and irresponsible 
(hence, I and probably others will not 
even consider listening to them for 
their viewpoint-although many con
sider it if hearing it from a different, 
more trustworthy source) children 
because they like to call names but 
won't be identified. They want to do 
the action but go anonymous. This in 
itself is, in this case, entirely absurd. If 
these people feel so strongly about 
others' beliefs, then they should stand 
up and say so, admit that they 
disagree. 

Considering the likelihood that this 
strength is probably not to be found in 
these personalities, we may never 
know who these "name-callers" are. 
Hence, I agree with David Tor
resen-the writers for the Index should 
"continue spewing forth (their) 'objec
tionable' ideologies, presumably unop
posed." How can one address a pro
blem if he or she doesn't know where 
the problem lies? The name-callers, 
from what I gather, were not 
specific-they only made gross 
generalizations and commands which 
sounded similar to those shouted by 
other thoughtless (even perhaps craz
ed) people, such as Hitler. 

It is reassuring to have thoughtful, 
responsible people on campus, like 
David, Anne, and others who are will
ing to say what they think and take 
responsiblity for it. It is horrifying to 
think we also have a group of people at 
K who behave in a terrorist manner in 
response to differences in their opi
nions. If these students, the 
anonymous ones, would behave more 
like adults, perhaps this issue may be 
better understood and dealt with. It 
probably will never be resolved, but 
that is not the point. The point is to 
resolve the conflict between people 
and their feelings. No one should be 
terrified of believing what he or she 
feels to be right or true. 

Take hold, children! Stand up and 
speak if you have something to say and 
let us see youl Don't be afraid-we 
won't hurt you. We won't resort to 
violent means of defense/offense, as 
you have done. Come on . . . 

Harold Phillips K'88 

I am sure that the Dewing graffitists were fully aware of the devastating 
impact they would have upon gays and the entire campus community. All 
of us have (or at least should have) felt that we were part of a minority at 
some point in our lives. To experience that isolation leads to understan
ding, but the graffitists clearly lacked the ability, or even the willingness, to 
understand people with beliefs different from their own. The vandals can't 
be so "mainstream" that they have never had a thought or an action which 
could be labelled "different" 

As a member of a minority myself, I was able to empathize with the gay 
community. To be singled out by society as "different" and to be chosen 
as its punching bag is painful. For many years, Blacks were the societal 
punching bag subjected to verbal and written abuse. As late as Christmas, 
there were anti-Black slogans written in Mandelle. Now with the evolution 
of time, it is the gay community under attack. Don't worry. The stream of 
narrow-mindedness will eventually flow through another camp. Who 
knows, maybe we'll find anti-woman, anti:Jew, anti-administration, anti
European, anti-oriental, or anti-Black (again) slogans in another building 
on campus. There are so many minorities on campus, and I would hate to 
think that these people are limiting themselves. Get the global perspective 
and broaden your horizons. 

Not to single out any particular class, but what if these vandals were 
seniors? They would be leaving K in a week with some slanted views. It's a 
crime that they didn't take advantage of one of the most important things 
this college has to offer-personal growth. If these people are 
underclassmen, maybe there is still hope. 

Richard j. Cook 
chemistry department 

The recent case of anti-gay graffiti in Dewing Hall represents an ap
parent escalation of this type of activity on our campus. I am deeply 
disturbed and disappointed to hear more frequently reports of disdain and 
intolerance directed not only toward gays, but also toward others whose 
politics, lifestyles, gender, race, or religion do not fit some arbitrarily
defined mold. 

A college campus should be a place where ideas of all sorts are ex
changed and examined, and where diversity should be valued, not scorn
ed. My hope is that hate and intolerance are held by a very small minority, 
who will quickly learn that such attitudes and actions have no place at 
Kalamazoo College. 

ji-won Kim K'87 

It was Sunday afternoon when I heard about what was written all over 
Dewing. And I remembered what had happened to me in high school 
about five and a half years ago, when I had moved to Saginaw, Michigan 
from Seoul, Korea. One day I found my locker slimed all over with soda
pop, and some comments-personal comments-such as "00 back to 
your country," "Go to China," "slanted eyes," etc .. That day I was so 
upset. Well, I was more confused than upset! I went to talk to my 
counselor, who just assigned me a new locker. About a week later, a guy 
whom I barely knew shouted "Damnl" at me several times. This time I 
wasn't just going to let it slide by. I walked to that guy and shouted at him 
about his hostility toward me. I hadn't done anything to him, for heaven's 
sake. I hadn't even had a remote conversation with him! It wasn't a matter 
of whether he disliked my "yellow Korean entity." AlII knew was that NO 
ONE had any right to insult me just because of an apparent difference in 
my nationality! 

Now, in a "respected and liberal" Kalamazoo College, I again have to 
face a similar immature action. It is not a matter of to whom those 
statements were directed, but simply is an action which shouldn't be 
tolerated any longer in this community. 

Everyone, even an alien, deserves a very basic respect as a being! And 
there is a lot more to be said about this respect. Well, I'm confused, and 
more, much more, angered this time! 

David Torresen K'87 

I have written four versions of letters this week. Three of them contamed 
such confusion, hostility and resentment. I don't need to acknowledge or 
express those feelings to anyone but myself. This is the fourth version. 

Naturally, as a male homosexual, I was devastated learn of the "Dewing 
incident" when I returned from an out of town trip on Sunday. I wanted to 
cry, but, having been primed for much of my life to suppress innate emo
tional responses which may not appear "manly," 1 somehow couldn't. I 
saw other friends cry, though. I feel as though some of them have cried 
suffiCiently for myself, for the gay community, for the college community 
in general, and for the graffitists themselves. 

I am sorry if any of you have no conception of what it is like going 
through life feeling some sense of alienation. I am sorry if some of you can
not understand homosexuality and cannot respond to it compassionately, 
just as I am sorry that I cannot understand organized Christianity and can
not respond to it with very much genuine compassion. However, I do try to 
be much more than simply tolerant of Christians. I live, work, and play 
with them; I try to discuss theologies from my admittedly limited perspec
tive; 1 caution myself against making slight or direct slurs; and I try to ap
preciate the beautiful aspects I see in certain Christians as individuals. 
Although I may not agnee with, or wish to adopt, their underlying doc
trines, I admire their earnest efforts-if' they seem earnest to me-to bring 
about what they consider "good" in our world. I admire their conviction in 
their beliefs-if they seem to be truly practicing Christians to me. 1 admire 
their willingness to discuss their faiths, in public and in publication, if they 
seem indeed willing. (Note how 1 try to use seem rather than a form of the 
be verb. How willi ever ascertain what they are?) I do not believe that all 
Christians are "good," just as I do not believe that all homosexuals or 
hispanics or English majors or athletes or supermarket checkout cashiers 
or Diet Coke drinkers are "good." What is "good"? We must stop sear
ching for "good" in this world as it conforms to out subjective defmitions; 
"good" is not good enough, as it superficially requires us to accept and 
dismiss things without a far more complex, individual, fluctuant analysis. 

I sat in Stetson Chapel Wednesday with only one hope: that everyone in 
that building would feel , as I did: "I, too, am capable of committing such 
injustices." I, too, have dismissed individuals through using labels. I, too, 
have acted before I thought. I, too, despite my having been labelled a "fag
got" since early adolescence, have, in the past, resorted to calling others 
"dykes." I, too, have scribbled in chalk before. I, too, have been terrified 
by my enormously negative feelings toward athletes and scientists and 
others because of what their labels "represent" to me. I, too, am weak and 
vulnerable and imperfect and troubled and confused and bewildered and 
overwhelmed and exhausted and unable to cope as well as I'd like to with 
this twentieth century. 

My wish that everyone in that chapel would feel a similar pang may not 
have been entirely realized. I heard chuckles, whispers, and snickers 
throughout this sobering session. Nonetheless, thanks to abundant 
signatures, letters to the editor, and remarks like "I really admire you for 
throwing all of your energies into a project like this," my overall impres
sions of humanity as it exists at Kalamazoo College are warm, despite this 
gross violation of human sensitivity. 

Thank you, Dr. and Mrs. Breneman, for erasing the graffiti off the walls 
and halls of our college. Thank you, faculty and administrators, for your 
concern and compassion. Thank you, student body, for responding as you 
did. I only hope we can all act similarly the next time swastikas or "nigger" 
or "jocks suck" or "AIDS is your punis~,!,ent" is written on our property. 



Nathan Guequierre K'87 

The incident in Dewing last weekend is simply the face of what I con
sider to be the major problem confronting Kalamazoo College: that is, the 
intense elitism which characterizes the student body both academically 
and socially. The rifts which separate the students are reinforced daily by 
everything from who eats where in SAGA to the emphasis placed on unity 
of the students within a specific major. We each hold on to a group 'of peo
ple whom we assume hold the same truths to be self-evident as ourselves, 
and deviations from this line of thought are not deserving of consideration. 
The gulfs between any two differing points of view are widening all the 
time: my own sense of personal elitism and self-rightiousness and that of 
the social and academic group among which I count myself a member is 
reinforced, either poSitively or negatively, with every conversation I have, 
every action I take. inCidents such as occurred over the weekend are, due 
to their directness, particularly strengthening to the unquestioning beliefs 
of both the assaulted and the aggressors, and pushes both sides a little fur
ther toward discounting the ideals and beliefs of the other as incon
siderable_ The assaulted say , 'Just look at those ignorant assholes, " while 
the aggressors think, "Maybe those faggotsniberals/weaklings learned a 
lesson. " Everyone involved moves further apart in their own self
assuredness. Likewise, any reply, such as this leiter, does the same. 
However, the actions cannot go always unanswered, as historically, 
pacifism in the face of aggression can only lead to eventually being over
whelmed. 

So what is the solution? I honestly can't think of any direct remedy_ The 
problem is deep-rooted, and the path we are walking seems to be moving 
downhill_ Ideally, it 's a matter of a) critically questioning the truths that 
each of us individually hold to be self-evident, and b) realizing that they are 
not self-evident to everyone (or even anyone) else. Other than that we can 
only mark the aggression off as ignorance and stupidity, see to it that these 
people get at least a passing 0 in their two required literature courses/ 
science courses/whatever, make a nice speech at commencement, give 
them the boot down Academy Street into a world of their making, and 
hope for a better group next year. Like my own elitism, this cynicism is 
strengthened daily, and events like those of the weekend give them both a 
big push. Consequently, this saddening sense of defeatism is at times 
nearly unbearable, and I know it can only lead to catastrophe. All I am 
really left with is the mouth of Kalamazoo College singing to me the song 
which goes: "Am I flattering myself or am I the one who made you cynical? 
da-da-da-da-da-da-da-da. " 

~ Eva Maria Bias 
Gennan exchange student 

Why was I scared when I saw the graffiti smeared in Dewing? 
Because it reminded me terribly of a dark chapter of my own country's 

history_ 
I guess everybody-including the person who did the graffiti-will agree 

with me that the cruel extermination of Jews under the Nazi regime was 
one of the most terrifying things that humans have done to other humans 
in this century_ I only wish the person knew also that it all started with 
something that seemed harmless in comparison: with graffiti smearing 
against minorities. 

Andrew R. Haupt K'86 

Speaking as a graduating senior, I must say that I have never been as 
deeply disturbed about any campus incident in my entire four-year career 
at Kalamazoo College as I am about the vile anti-homosexual graffiti writ
ten on the walls of Dewing Hall this past weekend. It was a loathesome act: 
one that no student who truly cares about this school or his/her education 
should allow to pass without doing something. At the very least, a thorough 
soul-searching about the depravity of the individual(s) who could do such 
a thing_ 

I would hope that anyone who knows anything at all about the incident 
will come forward so that the cowardice of its perpetrators can be exposed 
and that proper judicial action can be taken. I believe that anyone guilty of 
cOmmitting such an act should be permanently expelled from this school. 

Kristin Nelly K'87 

To the writers on the Dewing walls: 
Death to homosexuals. Death to the college community. Death to rela

tionships. Death to people. Death to my friends. Death to me. 
I came to Kalamazoo College ripe for growth. Thus far, I have been 

allowed and encouraged to search and to expand my own interests and 
talents both academically and personally. Saturday evening you stunted 
my growth. Not only did you bar a specific minority from their growth, but 
also men and women as individuals. You have harmed every person func
tioning on this campus, including yourself. You made maliciously visible 
the chains and walls which prohibit people from opinion. "Kalamazoo Col
lege is committed to the concept of equal rights, equal opportunities, and 
equal protection under the law." You, my friends, have violated our rights 
and we do not approve of your actions. This is sexual harassment. This is 
personal harassment. 

The result of your actions-acts of cowardice, a child playing with chalk 
on the walls of Dewing, late at night, deep in darkness, secretly scratching 
away your fears-will never be fully known to you. The ripples affect far 
more lives than any of us will ever realize. You have seen the outward ban
ding of the college community telling you we do not approve of your ac
tions. We are angry and we are deeply hurt. Can we ever help those who 
have been personally accused? Can they still hope, search, grasp for 
understanding, dare to be different, or be true to SELF? 

Your writing is also found in other forms around campus--gossip, jokes, 
harassing phone calls-which have the potential to destroy reputations, 
friendships, and self esteem. 

We do not think you are cool. We think you are weak. Refuse to dance. 
Tie down your feet. Stand still in your individuality. Voice your opirtion 
with pride. And most importantly, as you grasp for understanding, do not 
close yourself and others to growth, change, and search for SELF. 

Marilyn La Plante 
Dean of Students 

Over the weekend, vicious attacks against homosexuals were written on 
the walls of doors in Dewing Hall. This is the most recent in a series of in
cidents which includes defacing bulletin boards with racist and sexist 
slurs, sending anonymous slanderous notes to faculty, shouting 
derogatory statements and names out residence halls, making harassing 
phone calls. 

This type of activity 15 unacceptable to a community which values diver
sity, seeks to open minds to differences, and encourages dialogue about 
problems and concerns. As a community, we cannot tolerate this cowardly 
way of confronting fears or differences. Each of us has a responsibility to 
confront bigoted and slanderous behavior, with friends, in classes and 
with colleagues. I ask that each of you takes this responsibility seriously. 

Please report incidents to me or come to talk with me if you have not 
found ways to express your own concerns within the community. 

Joe Schmitt K'86 

So these are the halls of academia. What happened Saturday night in 
Dewing is an embarassment to the campus community. Courageous peo
ple sign their names. If people can't say what they think without fear, then 
they might as well not think at all. I might not agree with everything they 
say, but why should I be afraid to say that Anne and Ike are my friends? 
What the hell is going on? 

Nicolette Hahn K'89 

I hope this letter comes with a flood 
of others expressing the same shock 
that I experienced. I understand that 
there are people on campus who have 
difficulty accepting homosexuality, but 
I never realized the extent of their pro
blems until the incident that occurred 
in Dewing happened a few days ago. 
Anywhere in the United States, even in 
the most conservative areas, it is 
generally recognized that all people 
should have the same basic rights. In a 
place of higher education, where it is 
assumed that everyone has at least a 
certain degree of open-mindedness, it 
is almost inconceivable that these vir
tually fascist ideas can be expressed. I 
am certain that the views expressed in 
the Dewing graffiti are only held by a 
very small minority of the people at K, 
but I think it is crucial that the entire 
college community express their rage 
at this violent act. 

Robin Herrick Piehl K'86 

On the basis of my religious faith, I 
cannot condone homosexual acts, and 
I believe every individual has a right to 
take a stand for whatever he/she 
believes. I feel it is desirable that one 
maintains dignity, integrity, and, above 
all , maturity when making such a 
stand so that one need not be afraid to 
put their name next to their beliefs. Un
fortunately, those who did their 
damage in Dewing displayed none of 
the above characteristics. If this is 
what K College is coming to, I'm glad 
to be leaving. 

Nancy Crump K'87 

A part of who I am has been blatantly 
violated, and I have struggled to know 
what to write in response. The emotion 
is still so raw-anger, frustration , and 
the overwhelming sadness-that I 
must say this again: 

"It is all right to be scared, but it is 
not all right to manifest that lear 
through violence. " 

Index, May 16, 1986 

Samantha Whitney K'87 

Before the school assembly on 
Wednesday, I had been feeling quite 
cynical toward the college community 
in general due to the mounting number 
of incidents this past year. but after 
hearing the student and administrators 
speak and observing and taking part in 
student response to these issues, I 
think it is an important and positive 
step forward that the College has taken 
regarding those incidents. It is only by 
recognizing and acknowledging a pro
blem that we can begin to tum things 
around. 

Kenneth M. Dietz K'87 

During the past several weeks much 
has been said about homosex
uals-most of which has not been 
good. Now, I realize the the Index is 
probably receiving many letters about 
this topic, but I feel some things need 
to be said. I am appalled that a campus 
such as ours could allow the verbal 
abuse and the terrorizing of members 
of the campus, merely because they 
are homosexuals. If we do not confront 
this problem, we, by lack of action, 
condone what is being said and done. 
One of the results of this lack of action 
is that we allow the possible future 
abuse of anllther group of individuals. 
Today it is the homosexuals. Tomor
row it could be people who are tailor 
those who have blond hair. Don't 
laugh, people used to be terrorized 
(and still are today) because of the col
or of their skin , why not the color of 
their hair? If we allow ourselves to fall 
to the terrorizing of individuals, we can 
no longer consider ourselves mature 
and civil people. 

I remember as a freshman that all 
were accepted for who they were-in
dividuals. I don't know what has hap
pened since then, but I would like 
everyone to remember before terroriz
ing an individual for any reason that 
tomorrow the person terrorized could 
be you. 

Lawrence R. Smith 
music department 

There is one group in the pluralistic 
society who have the responsibility for 
curing the cancer of ignorant hate 
wherever it begins to grow. That group 
is the often-complacent majority of ra
tional people. Each from his own in
dividual place, every member of that 
group must speak out against any 
beginning of a campaign of fear and 
distrust directed against a minority 
within the society. 

In some small towns in the rural 
midwest when I was growing up there, 
Catholics were persecuted. Slogans 
were painted on walls and fences. 
Taunts were hurled from windows or 
passing cars. Trash was dumped onto 
lawns and porches in the night. 
Businesses were boycotted. Children 
were shunned in school. It was not un
til , in one sorry town, the violence turn
ed to murder that the reasoning people 
of those communities spoke out 
through their churches, newspapers, 
town meetings, granges, schools, and 
social groups to put a stop to the evil 
growing among them. 

The cure was simple (not necessari
ly easy): education. All the malicious 
hate was based on LACK of 
knowledge. When people don't know 
enough of the facts about other people, 
they fantasize enormities based on too 
few bits of information. Based on 
knowing little about a very few of their 
neighbors who were (fearfully and 
secretively) Catholic, people in those 
little towns fabricated terrible stories of 
depravity and voodoo-like magic, and 
spread those stories among 
themselves as truths. 

I can't say that there are not still 
some people who believe some of the 
anti-Catholic myths. I can say that any 
who still hold those prejudices know 
that their dark imaginings will be 
challenged by thinking people any 
tlme they are expressed. I do know that 
such ignorance-based hate does not 
survive the light of day, and that the 
fear that feeds the hate can only be 
reached and dispelled by knowledge 
and reason. 

The healthy society must maintain 
vigilance against vigilantism. Then the 
victims were Catholics. Other times 
and places they have been blacks, 
orientals, Irish, Dutch, Germans, 
Italians, Gypsies, Jews, Mennorlites, 
Lutherans, etc., etc., ad infinitum. Here 
and now they seem to be gays. Rrino 
the light of knowledge and reason to 
bear against ignorance this time. The 
next time you may fmd yourself among 
them. 

Maureen Francis K'87 

Do you feel like a victim? I do. Like 
many of you I am not gay, and my 
name was not specifically mentioned 
in the Dewing chalk desecration inci
dent. But I still feel hurt. Maybe much 
of my pain is for my gay friends-the 
objects of the vicious attack. It really 
hurt me this morning when I saw a 
man from the Physical Plant scrubbing 
the outer walls of Dewing to remove 
the few remaining trsces of chalk miss
ed by the Brenemans and a small 
delegation of students. Finally, it hurt 
enough for me to do something 
besides discussing the issue with 
others. I spent a good part of my day 
explaining to people what had happen
ed and asking for their signatures in a 
petition condemrling the event. 

Most responded in overwhelming 
support, others were reluctant to com
mit, some refused to sign their name to 
anything, and a few treated me like a 
leper trying to infect them-instead of 
a fellow student trying to offer them a 
vehicle to express their concern about 
an event that effects our entire com
mUrlity. 

But now as I sit here and write this I 
find my views changing. I don't think 
that we as a campus are the real vic
tims, as much as it would seem that we 
are. Even though school property was 
defaced and members of our com
munity were violated, the true victims 
are the people or indiVidual who com
mitted the act. They are the victims of 
their own ignorance. Their graffiti is 
not the act of an imbecile, but rather of 
an obviously articulate person who has 
some distorted views of him/herself. 
Many people have attacked this person 
for the manner in which he/she went 
about voicing an opirtion. But perhaps 
it is us who has made this person a vic
tim by not providing a proper arena in 
which that person fel t comfortable to 
express his or her opirtions. While I 
vehemently oppose both this person's 
opirtions and methods of expression, I 
hope that we can work together to find 
a positive way for people to express 
themselves without any form of vic
timization. 
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Dewing Hall vandalized; 
immediate actions taken 

by jeffrey Kuipers K'87 
and Tim Webster K'86 

and Margaret Wood K'87 

In Dewing Hall Sunday morning, 
probably around 3 or 4 o'clock, virtual
ly all the doors, chalkboards, and 
bathroom stalls, as well as several 
halls and staircases, were covered 
with anti-homosexual graffiti Most 
were along the lines of: 

HOMOSEXUALnY-DEATH 
KILL ALL HOMOSEXUALS 

NO GAYS ALLOWED 

mandatory campus-wide forum should 
be scheduled for Wednesday. 
Breneman also decided to make a for
mal statement regarding the ad
ministration's stance on the incident 
as well as past incidents of campus ter
rorism. 

Another meeting was called at the 
Brenemans' house on late Sunday 
night in order to fmalize the plans with 
students and administration. Several 
more students were present at this 
meeting. The administration em
phasized that the main issue with 

technique and intent between the 
writings of Nazis and the Dewing 
graffitists. 

Evans delivered an address pinpoin
ting the personal effects of attacks on 
many minority groups. Strobel, who 
discovered the writings early Sunday 
moming, called for more honorable 
conduct within a community of 
"privileged" indiViduals. Dewey wrap
ped up the meeting by expressing the 
inherent sickness of these acts, 
sadness as a reaction to them, and the 
hope that this incident would bring 

WIG, "liberals" and two individual 
heterosexual students were attacked, 
as well. Mila Visser 't Hooft K'89 
discovered the graffiti early in the mor
ning and personally went to report it 
to _the Brenemans at their home. 
home. 

That's so sad to see in an environment that 
breeds maturity-Judy Breneman 

At the moment, there is no evidence 
to suggest the identity of the vandals, 
or for that matter, the number of per
sons involved. There has been an 

• underlying assumption, supported by 
all the evidence, that the act was com
mitted by Kalamazoo College students. 

This attack is not without precedent. 
Over winter break similar graffiti, 
directed to blacks, apppeared in 
Mandelle. Swastikas have appeared on 
Chaverim's bulletin board in Hicks 
Center. What distinguished this inci
dent is its magnitude. john Heroldt, 
head of K Security, claims that this is 
the most extensive assault upon a 
minority group in his eleven years at K. 

After the Dewing incident had been 
reported to Dr. David Breneman and 
judy Breneman, as well as to Dean of 
Students Marilyn La Plante, late Sun
day morning, immediate action was 
taken by students and administration. 
The Brenemans and two students per
sonally removed the graffiti from Dew
ing's walls, chalkboards, doors, etc., 
after the damage had been surveyed 
and photographed. 

A meeting that was held at the 
Brenemans' private residence was 
called at 2:30 pm, follOWIng the clean
up job. Four s tudents and the 
Brenemans were in attendence at this 
meeting where action to be taken 
regarding the incident was discussed. 

which they felt they needed to deal 
was the problem of terrorism on cam
pus and that the attack in Dewing 
against homosexuals was just a 
manifestation of this terrorism. Some 
students advocated making the cam
pus forum a mandatory event, but it 
was decided that the forum would be 
more effective if a powerful statement 
regarding everyone's attendance was 
issued as opposed to trying to enforce 
~ mandatory attendance procedure. 

This campus forum occurred as 
planned Wednesday noon, with a 
massive turnout from students, faculty 
and administration in response to 
Breneman's call for "an exceptional 
meeting." Breneman was joined by La 
Plante, Dr. Fred Strobel of economics, 
Dean of Chapel Robert Dewey, and 
students Visser't Hooft and Sara Evans 
K'86 in condemning the vandalism as 
a "cowardiy , malicious act." 

The remarks offered during the 
special, campus-wide meeting varied 
in perspective, ranging from jarring 
memories about the role of diversity on 
this campus to drawing historical links 
to terrorism and fascism. Breneman 
and La Plante launched the meeting 
with similar statements regarding this 
college's dedication to the idea of lear
ning from diversity and the necessity 
of tolerance among dissenting social 
factions. Their comments, other than 
Breneman 's conviction that the 

The administration . . . expressed a great deal 
of care and concern, a concern which 1 think 
represents the entire attitudes of the ad· 
ministration-Linda Topolsky 

All were in consensus that a campus
wide forum should be called to ad
dress the growing number of incidents 
of campus terrorism that have occur
red over the past year. 

Following the meeting with the 
students, the Brenemans, La Plante, 
and Dean Robert Dewey discussed 
amongst themselves possible courses 
of aClion. They brought up the issues 
of formal disciplinary action to be 
taken, and decided that a non-

perpetrators of the Dewing incident 
must be "seriously disturbed," can be 
summed up in his own words: "In this 
institution we seek to encourage dis
sent, discussion, and the search for 
truth. ", 

The mentioning of fascism and Nazi 
Germany was echoed and expanded 
by Visser 't Hooft, a native of the 
Netherlands, who equated the scrawl
ings with legendary Nazi propaganda 
and noted six points of similarity in 

about renewed trust, tolerance, accep
tance. 

In regards to one student's opinion 
of the way in which the administration 
has chosen to handle the incident in 
Dewing, Linda Topolsky K'86 said that 
she could not be more pleased with the 
administration; "They were fast, effi
cient and expressed a great deal of 
care and concern, a concern which I 
think represents the entire attitude of 
the administration ... they are aware of 
the subtle destruction that this sort of 
violence has been causing on campus 
for the past year." Topolsky also said 
that the situation has been handled 
continuously in a "sincere and profes
sional way" and that, for the most part, 
the response of the student body has 
been "supportive and positive." 

judy Breneman, professor of music, 
expressed the sadness and anger that 
she felt when she first surveyed the 
damage in Dewing. "Little children 
can be very cruel to each other 
because of differences in people, but 
we outgrow that. Whoever did this has 
never developed or grown out of 
these childish attitudes and that's so 
sad to see in an environment that 
breeds maturity." Breneman strongly 
feels that the incident in Dewing does 
not just represent a "narrow concern 
for a small group on campus," but 
rather is "symptomatic of a larger 
issue. I kept thinking about how 
Nazism grew, how the jews became 
the scapegoat for society," Breneman 
adds, "and realized how easy it is to 
lay the blame on others." She express
ed hope that the Wednesday forum 
"will change a lot of thinking patterns 
and will help students to picture 
themselves in other's shoes ... this is 
essential and makes us a stronger and 
more tolerant community". No one is 
in a position to predict an immediate 
end to campus terrorism, but Heroldt 
said he plans to boost security on 
weekends, patrolling during com
mencements, as a precautionary 
measure. If a similar attack does oc
cur, however, it will be on a campus 
where administration, faculty, and 
students have been united against ter
rorism by the aftermath of Sunday's in
cident. 

Tish Loveless to retire 
Dr. Letitia A. Loveless, a member of the physical education department at Kalamazoo College since 1953, will 

retire at the end of summer quarter. Loveless is the director of physical education curriculum and minor program 
at Kalamazoo College. Kalamazoo College will undertake a search for her successor immediately. 

As the longtime director of women's athletics at Kalamazoo CoUege, Loveless presided over the establishment 
and growth of intercollegiate athletic programs for women. Ouring her tenure at Kalamazoo College, she has 
coached archery, basketball, field hockey, and tennis. This year, her women's team was third in the nation in the 
NCAA Division ill championship tournament. 

"Tish Loveless has been a tireless worker for the cause of women's athletics, and her contributions to 
Kalamazoo College in both teaching and coaching have been significant," said President David Breneman. ''I'm 
sure the entire College community joins me in wishing Tish the very best in her retirement. " 

Loveless holds a as from the University of Illinois, an MS from the University of California at Los Angeles, and a 
PhD from Michigan State University. 

Robert Ingersoll 
speaks 

by Lisa Harnish K'87 

On Monday, june 4 in the Olmsted Room, Robert 1n!!El~ll gave a 
presentation entitled ':Japan's Industrial Challenge to Amenca. Ingersoll 
was invited to speak at Kalamazoo College for many reasons, am~ng them 
his long history of service in foreign and economic aff8ll'S. In.his mtroduc
tion, President David Breneman enumerated his many qualIficatiOns. in
gersoll was formerly chief executive officer of Borg-Warner, has served as 
United States ambassador to japan, as assistant secretary of state, East 
Asian and Pacific Affairs and as deputy secretary of state. He has also 
been on several corporate boards of directors and presently is a member 
of the Economic Policy Council of the United Nations Association of the 
USA and other committees, advisory and executive in nature. . 

At the beginning of Ingersoll's speech, he expressed his pl~asure m 
returning to Kalamazoo, where he lived for a short. pe~od of ume at the 
beginning of his career, and thanked everyone for mVlting him. He also 
said he was delighted at the prospect of the possible expansion of an East 
Asian Studies Program here at Kalamazoo College. The lecture opened 
with a few key statistics: japan is the third largest economy m the. world 
and it possesses 10 percent of the world wide GNP. Combmed With the 
United States GNP of 22 perceni, the two nations collectively control one 
third of the world economy. japan is also the United States' largest trading 
partner at 92 billion dollars per year. Ingersoll also ~inted out that 
japan's trade relationships are interdependent on other nations, pnmarily 
with the United States. However, he said these relations are in less than 
perfect condition. Crisis management .techniques . have been applied 
whenever trade frictions have arisen; this has proVIded temporary solu-

tions. 'all h 
These problems in trade relations have many roots, espeCi y In ow 

the japanese view themselves in business and the world economy. Accor
ding to Ingersoll, thejapanese think themselves to be industrially weak; 83 
percent of all japan's energy needs must be imported and there are few 
natural resources. The country has 1/25 of the world land mass, but 115 of 
the total world population, so it must import whatever food it cannot pro
duce for itself. Ingersoll stated that the japanese view the situation of hav
ing to import food and resources as a state of vulnerability. They are 
dependent on other nations for their survival. 

In an attempt to solve this national problem, japan has adopted a na
tional mission of encouraging exportation. If raw materials cannot be pro
duced, such as steel, then they will be imported, p~d and exported a 
finished manufactured good. Americans have been buymg for a long time 
the final results of the national philosophy: high tech appliances and 
equipment. 

japan's economic successes are actually based on much more com
plicated theories and practices, and as Ingersoll pointed out, they are 
working: "The fella sneaking up behind us is not a communist, he's a 
smarter capitalist." 

The fella sneaking up behind us is not a com· 
munist, he's a smarter capitalist-Robert 
Ingersoll 

Ingersoll went on to explain the trade imbalances in. m~re detail. 
Through the use of case examples, he noted that japan_ restricts unpo.rts m 
areas where it feels the need to protect its own industries but where It has 
a comparative advantage, it allows free trade. In the case of the production 
of potash, (a glass manufacturing component), a japanese governm~t 
sanctioned cartel operated, keeping prices high and severly restriCting 
foreign imports in spite of their lower costs. In the food production in
dustries, the japanese would prefer to pay higher costs to produce as 
much as possible of their own food rather than import cheaper foods ~d 
thus become dependent on other countries for therr phYSical SurviVal. This 
form of selective protectionism is causing problems for both sides of. the 
trade relationship. While free competition has stimulated some Uruted 
States industries, restrictions in other areas block profitable opportunities 
for both sides. japan is also having similar problems in trade with other 
East Asian countries. 

Ingersoll conceded that in recent years, the japanese government and 
the United States have been making better progress in trade negotiations, 
winning concessions from them like lifting their import quotas, which we 
followed with similar actions. The effect of japanese competition has also 
been beneficial in American industry. Through study and emulation of 
japanese management practices, the quality of United States manufac
tured goods is rising. Ingersoll also stressed the fact that if the japanese 
people could be encouraged to become more consu~er oriented, 
American products might fare better, thereby equallzmg the trade 
volumes. He also believes the japanese should be encouraged to expand 
their production capabilities here in the United States. 

Ingersoll concluded his speech by emphasizing that the United States 
needs to strengthen its economy and that japan needs to open theirs up 
more. Afterwards he answered questions from the audience. He was par
ticularly pleased to hear response from japanese exchange student 
Yoshiki Yamanaka, who mainly agreed with Ingersoll's comments on how 
the japane5ll people feel about their economy but wished to clarify a few 
points. The presentation was followed by a reception in the President's 
lounge. 
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On living graciously 

by W.D. Kay 

I hope that this won't cause anyone to think that I'm dense or anything, 
but I was at the College for more than two years before I found out what the 
saying "the end of learning is gracious living" is supposed to mean. As I 
understand it now, it translates as "the goal of an education is to live in 
grace" (or something like that-maybe I am dense) whereas I have always 
thought that it meant "learning stops when one begins to live too well." 
After considerable thought, I've decided that I like my version beller. 

In an important sense, learning is not a terribly comfortable business. 
Examining the data beamed back from Voyager 2 during its encounter 
with Uranus (which called into question many contemporary astronomical 
theories), a scientist at thejet Propulsion Laboratory described himself as 
being "happlly bewildered." I have heard john Fink talk of working a par
ticularly difficult math problem in a state of "wonderful confusion." While 
these phrases may seem contradictory, they point out a simple truth: the 
joy of learning only comes after we first allow ourselves to become 
bewildered and confused. A desire to learn implies a willingness to con
front new ideas, uncover new facts, reexamine seriously-held beliefs, and 
yes, even occasionally to be proven wrong. This can indeed be "happy" 
and "wonderful" (read: fun), but it can also be painful, frustrating and 
humbling. In any event, it doesn 't seem especially "gracious." 
. The problem with living a too-comfortable life is that it is not a very 
lengthy step from "security" to "complacency." When we become too set
tled within ourselves and our way of seeing the world, we are far less will
ing to be challenged, less amenable to the "intrusion" of new andlor dif
ferent ways of thinking. When we deliberatley seek to avoid the discomfort 
that naturally accompanies encounters with the unusual or the unex
pected, we open ourselves to the dangers of arrogance and intolerance. 
Under those conditions, learning becomes impassible (I.e. it "ends"). 

Grade-B cowboy, military, or horror movies usually have a scene where 
a character looks out on a cairn night and says "U sure is quiet out there," 
to which a companion replies in a worried tone, "Yeah-too quiet." The 
same thing applies to a grade-B life: it's too quiet. Deciding that we will 
continue learning throughout our lives (even after college!) means living at 
some level with eternal insecurity, always keeping in reserve a little doubt 
about what we think. U's a lillIe like having a continuous itch. And while 
that may not sound very gracious, it does suggest a life that is more fulfill
ing-not to mention more fun. In fact, I think that one day that I will put a 
sign over my door (in erasable ink, of course) that reads, "the end of 
gracious hving IS me l:ieginning of learning." Have a nlee and uncomfor
table life. 

Men's tennis tops in nation 
by Ray Hrycko K'89 

The men's tennis team has completed one of the most outstanding 
seasons in its history this year. The team won the NCAA Division ill na
tional championship, justifying its *1 national ranking. Along the way, 
there were a number of highlights. Kalamazoo boasted a 24-2 overall 
reguJar-season record, losing only to NCAA Division I schools Notre Dame 
and the University of Florida. 

During the tournament, the Hornets defeated Washington College (win
ning all 9 flights); Swarthmore College, defending champions (7-2); and, 
in the fmal, Washington and Lee (6-3). 

Five players were named All-Americans: Timon Corwin K'86, Alex 
Palladino K'87, jack Hosner K'88, Butch Gebhardt K'86, andjim Burda K 
K'87. Also on the team were Rob Miller K'87, Rick Verheul K'87, and 
David Borski K'89. 

Corwin won the national championship in singles, and was named the 
1986 recipient of the Arthur Ashe award, which recognizes the player who 
best combines tennis ability, sportsmanship, and scholarship. Corwin was 
virtually untouchable, and he did not lose a single set throughout the tour
tournament: He said, "The competition this year was excellent. It was the 
toughest individual tournament I've played in. But our team was also the 
best since I've been here." 

Palladino and Burda, despite being unseeded, won the doubles national 
championship by defeating Corwin and Hosner. It was the first time ever 
that two doubles teams from the same school had competed in the final . 

Burda explained the success. "We were able to tum an individual sport 
into a team sport because the eight of us stuck together. Coach Acker let 
us joke around, which helped relieve the pressure." 

Gebhardt stated, "Because everybody expected us to win, there was a 
lot of pressure on us. We came through because everyone played their 
best." 

There is reason for optimism about next season, also. Although Corwin 
and Gebhardt are graduating, the rest of the team will be back. Burda said, 
"Most of the other top eight teams are young, too. We've got a good chance 
to repeat if we work hard and don't rely on this year's win." 

Dana Holton K'80 
Director of Alumni Relations 

down to Dallas and seek our prover
bial fortunes. By the time we left on 
Labor Day, 1980, abother classmate, 
Pat Starr, had decided to join us. As we 
packed up our 14 foot U-Haul truck 
with all we owned, we encouraged 
each other with speeches about how a 
liberal arts education prepares you to 
cope with anything. We felt we had 
been trained to think well, articulate 
well, and absorb large quantities of in
formation in very short periods of time. 
Our only hope was that our potential 
employers were also enlightened as to 
the benefits of hiring liberal arts 
graduates. 

As we could have predicted, Lorri, a 
biology major, was the first to land a 

Kalamazoo about 18 months ago to 
take a position at Upjohn. Pat's on-the
job training led her to another com
pany where she became office 
manager and head bookkeeper. She is 
now a wife and mother who owns her 
own business on the side. After about 
six months as an administrative assis
tant at the foundation, I was moved in
to the grant-making area and later 
became the vice president in charge of 
grant administration. A year ago june 
I , I came back to Kalamazoo to take 
the position of Director of Alumni Rela
tions. 

My point in telling you all of this is to 
encourage you and convince you that 
you are well-educated, you will be suc
cessful at whatever you choose, and 

In the midst of all the commotion 
which surrounds this, and every, com
mencement, I have had a few 
moments to look back on my own 
graduation and the six years which 
have passed since. Although 
memories fade with the passage of 
time, I still remember the intense 
pressure to finish everything: 
coursework, my SIP, and the year
book, not to mention packing up all my 
worldly posessions. We had all the 
same events and activities for which 
the seniors are now preparing, but I 
can honestly say I remember very lillIe 
about any of them. I know I went to 
Soiree, but that's all I know about it. 
Potential memories of Baccalaureate 
were instantly consumed by the 
passage I had been asked to read from 
the Book of Daniel. (You remember, 
the story about King Nebuchadnezzer 
and Shadrach, Mesach and 
Abednego.) And despite my best in
tentions, I can't remember a thing that 
was said at Commencement, aside 
from my own name, of course. 

You are well educated, you will be successful at 
whatever you choose, and you can convince 
others of your worth. There is one major prere
quisite, however. You must believe in yourself. 

In the midst of all this "fmishing" 
was the added excitement of a new 
beginning. After all, that's what com
mencement is all about. What was 
disturbing was the fact that I had no 
idea what I was about to commence. 
The words of my father, a successful 
CPA, upon my declaring myself a 
religion major, came rushing back to 
me: What do you think you are going to 
do with THAT? At the time I thought 1 
would go directly on to graduate 
school, but by my senior year I realiz
ed that I needed to get out in the world 
for awhile. So, there I was, left to 
ponder the marketability of my very 
liberal arts education. My roommate, 
Lorri Thompson, and I decided to go 

job. Having a breadwinner in the 
"family" gave me and Pat a lillie 
breathing room, but our pride wouldn't 
let Lorri support us for long. Within a 
few weeks, Pat, a sociology major, had 
somehow convinced a local accoun
ting firm that she could easily pick up 
bookkeeping, even though she had 
never seen a ledger before, and I had 
been hired by a large community foun
dation to work as the assistant to the 
executive vice president, despite my 
lack of office skills. 

Convincing someone to hi"re us was 
only the first step. Now we had to pro
ve ourselves. Did our liberal arts 
education really see us through? I 
would say yes. Lorri moved back to 

Natalie Miejski 
K'86 

The following article is an excerpt 
taken from a chapel service entitled 
"Small Talk" given by Natalie Miejski 
K'86 on April 25, 1986. 

I know that I don 't have to convince 
any of you of the value of liberal arts 
education, no matter what your major 
or department. However, I have spent 
quite a lot of time convincing myself 
that it really is worth two sets of comps 
to have majors in both chemistry and 
French. I was ultimately convinced of 
this one day during my sophomore fall, 
when I had a French composition 
class, organic chemistry, and physics 
ill. Somehow, in the three separate lec
tures on that one day, we discussed 
the exact same thing, and I drew par
rallels between chemistry, French, and 
physics which I'm sure have never 

if you think about life as a set of Tinker 
Toys-the wooden disks with the holeS 
in them are the pieces of our lives, not 
much good just by themselves. But, 
when you start fitting the little rods into 
the edge holes and connecting the lit
tle wooden disks, that's when you start 
getting things. Soon, however, building 
on one plane loses its novelty and 
you'd be in danger of getting bored if it 
weren't for the holes in the tops and 
bolloms of your wooden disks. Once 
you're aware of these little holes, you 
have the capability to build up, as well 
as out, and there are infmitely more 
possibilities and infinitely less 
boredom. So-in our Tinker Toy struc
ture the rods and disks can become a 
castle, but there 's no way a castle can 
become rods and disks without 

Interrelatedness is easier to See if you think 
abc;>ut life as a set of Tinker Toys. 

been drawn before or since. Somehow, 
in connecting evetything that day, I 
came to the cosmic realization that 
everything relates to everything else, 
and once we understand these connec
tions we can solve all the problems of 
the universe. My idealistic glow, 
however, lasted only a few hours-un
til I realized that I couldn't remember 
what had been said in class, or how it 
related to my life. I evidently had miss
ed the details, and only absorbed a 
partial overview of what had been said. 
Unfortunately, I think we do this all too 
often in life-go for the overall picture 
and forget the details. There are times 
when this approach is appropriate, but 
very often it is not. 

This interrelatedness is easier to see 

destroying it. When we build three
dimensionally on our two-dimensional 
concepts, we give even more weight 
and importance to each individual 
detail. Therefore, getting back to 
French and chemistry, because we 
have oonnected some basic ideas, we 
can then build upon them (or they can 
build upon themselves) to effect a 
larger, more profound concluslon-or 
a bigger castle. Once we have this 
structure we need to realize that each 
piece depends on the support of the 
others directly around it-they all aug
ment each others' strength to form a 
solid structure. The role of each small 
detail seems insignificant until they 
are connected to form the "big 
picture" of life. 

you can convince others (e.g. 
employers) of your worth. There is one 
major prerequisite, however. You must 
believe in yourself. I was once 
pressured into trying to raise money 
for a ca'use I really didn't believe in. No 
mailer how hard I tried, I couldn't 
seem to get anybody to contribute to it. 
The same is true of trying to sell 
yourself. Even if you are allempting to 
go into something for which you were 
not formally prepared, as Pat and I did, 
you must believe that you can do the 
job, given a little time and training 

I continue to be very proud of 
Kalamazoo College and its students. I 
believe that you are a cut above the 
rest. I hope you do. 

Lynn Staley 
K'86 

THE FROG AS POET 

AcroS5 the marsh 
Reedy with 
Cattails 
Rippling with herons 
The frog, 
Invisible, speaks 
And a poet 
Who walks 
Nearby 
Gathers the rich 
Sound in a notebook. 

The frog 
Breathing 
Deeply between 
Flies 
Must smile 

THE MARIONETTE 

Unpacked from her velvet
lined box, she is 
costumed in bright, harsh 
satins and her hair is 
stiffened and her legs wooden, 
Her partner wears felt 
knickers and carries a 
mandolin. 

Once dancing, spinning 
leaping at her strings, 
she snaps them, 
and in the moment before 
she falls in a pile of 
lace, ribbons, wood, 
her heart catches at the 
abandonment of 
her own limbs, 
at the hum of the mandolin, 
at the taste of air 
and no strings. 
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Graduation: Calendar of events 
THURSDAY JUNE 12, 1986 
4-5 pm Senior Reception 

Lobby of Balch Playhouse 
5-6 pm Presentation of Academic and Mock 

Awards 

6-6:30 pm 

9·2 am 

Balch Theater 
Dr. Gail Griffin-speaker; Dr. Flesche 
and Mr. Woody Kay-presenters 
Senior Slide Show 
Balch Theater 
Soiree 
Hicks Center 
The Salamanders-band 

FRIDAY JUNE 13, 1986 
1:30 pm Commencement Rehearsal 

Stetson Chapel 
4-5:30 pm Reception 

Hoben Lounge 
6-7 pm BuffetDmer 

8pm 
Hicks Center 
Bllccalaureate 
Stetson Chapel 
Speaker: Dr. Kimpianga Mahaniah 
Followed by reception m Hicks Center 

-SATURDAY JUNE 14, 1986 
8-10 am Departmental Breakfasts 
11:15 am Senior Music Recital 

Dalton Theater 
1 pm Commencement Luncheon 

Hicks Center 
2:30 pm 

3pm 

Senior Lme Up 
Stetson Chapel (locker rooms, m case of 
ram) 
Commencement 
Speaker: Henry jones Fairlie 

• • 
Is there life after K? 

So, what are YOU doing after graduation? 
Eqbal Ahmed-doing research at either Harvard Medical School or at 

Cambridge University in England 
Lisa Bailey-attending Wayne State Medical School 
Lany Bauer-possibly going to a South Dakotan Indian Reservation 
Melinda Brady-Nicole Wolf and [ are striking out cross-country to 

Vancouver and the World's Fair. [n the fall , [am returning to coach the 
K College]V soccer team. 

Barb Breeden-Peace Corps and teaching 
Barbara Brickman-winning the Illinois State Lottery and buying an oil 

company 
Ruth Ann Church-taking classes at K during the summer then studying 

in Erlangen, Germany 
Donna Clarke-laying out, drinking strawberry daiquiris and figuring out 

how to pay back my student loans 
Timon Corwin-playing professional tennis and studying in Germany 
Suzy Coykendall-working at Borgess Medical Center as a mental health 

technician 
Be[inda Doty-developing and teaching summer programs at the Natural 

History Museum in Battle Creek 
jennifer Fe[dkamp-returning to Germany to apply my two majors: 

German, by ordering beer in as many different ways as possible; 
economics, by getting the most for my dollar in the bars 

Nathan Forrider-attending grad school at Tulane University 
joseph Galla9hel'-will be an MFA candidate at the Stage Design Divi· 

sion of Meadows School of the Arts l SMU) 
Ed Gardnel'-Stuyding engineering at Yale University 
Ariella Gastel-working at the Kalamazoo Spice and Extract Company 

then going on to grad school 
Carrie Geroux-getting married in August and going to the University of 

Detroit Law School 
Lisbeth Godfrey-getting a masters in social work at the University of 

Michigan 
Gloria Granger-teaching mathematics and C«mputer and coaching 

swimming to high school students; pursuing a masters in computer 
sdence or environmental science 

janet Hachen-Iiving in sin with Mike Ouding and Mike Watkins 
Dave Hanselman-working as a chemist at the National Institute of 

Health in Bethesda, Maryland; attending grad school in analytical 
chemistry in the fall of 1987 

Barbara Haug-substitute teaching in Grosse Pointe this fall then 
hopefully going to Africa in january as a Peace Corps volunteer 

Mary Ann Herrmann-will attend Hahnemann University in Philadelphia 
working towards a masters in physical therapy 

jay Hoinville-studying at the California Institute of Culinary Arts, 
specializing in desserts asnd cake decorating 

john Hoinville-working as a systems operator/programmer at K College 
Bruce Kantol'-working as a managerial and information consultant at 

Arthur Andersen 
jeffrey Kass-working this summer then studying history at Wayne State 

University 
Sharon Kelly-recuperating then studying veterinary programs at MSU 
Barb Koremenos-working at the Brookings Institution in Washington, 

D.C. 
Simone Kratochvil-working for a bank in Belgium 
Walter j. Kulesza-working at the America Group in fmancial planning 

and investment counseling 
james Langeland-studying in France on a Fulbright scholarship 
Cathie Laurent-preparing for the revolution 
Philip Lee-working as a Congressional campaign aide/administrative 

assistant for Chestor Lee who is running for the House of 
Representatives from Wisconsin's third district 

Laura McGillivray-teaching Eng[ish in a high school in Nancy, France 
Tim McLean-working for the Tokai Bank, Ltd. in Chicago 
Lisa Mancini-living in Cleveland Heights and attending Case Western 

Reserve Law School 
joel Mergen-subsistence famting 
Kristen Micunek-working as a junior research economist at Data 

Resources, Inc. in Lexington, Massachusetts 
Natalie Miejski-teaching English in Metz, France 
Jon MIhelich-working at Hudson's, traveling to Australia and New 

Zealand and attending Loyola Law Schoo[ 'in Chicago 
jennifer Mohl'-getting married and living in Germany 
Kathy Murray-applying for a position on a bench in Bronson Park 
Maureen O'Brien-travel 
Matthew Olson-getting a tan, getting drunk, and being a beach bum 
Lisa Orner-working as an intern at K College Admissions Office then 

getting a masters in international management at Thunderbird 
Mike Ouding-joining the Communist Party and taking up smoking 

menthol Cigarettes and shaving my armpits 
Suzanne Peake-doing a SIP, working, going to London on the "Work in 

Britain" program 
Anna Photinos-preparing for the revolution 
Robin H. Piehl-working as a programmer/analyst for Valassis Printing 

Company in Livonia, Michigan 
Sandra Pyeatt-teaching in France on a government assistantship 
Tracy Rideout-After spending the summer learning all there is to know 

about sewing costumes and selling tickets in the theatre, [ am going to 
Spain tD teach English, study dance, travel and plan for my return to 
the US where Sarah Schaeffer and [ are going to become the newest 
and brightest young stars on the music-dance-theatre-collaborating 
horizon 

Sarah SchaelJer-First [ am going to go to SI. Louis and contemplate the 
past. Then, I will deal with Tracy's return from Spain and our 
subsequent rise to stardom . 

Dawn Marie Schluter-attending Wayne State University Law School 
and working at Nystrom, Nystrom and Hitchcock, a law firm in 
Bloomfie[d Hills, Michigan 

Bill Schneider-attending Kirksville College of Osteopathic Medicine 
jacquie Scott-getting married and having 10 or 12 kids-all boys-and 

cooking and cleaning for my husband 
Tim Shope-going to medical school at Michigan State Unviersity 
Hema S. Shroff-going into fashion management with Contempo Casual 
Mary Smolenski-working as a research assistant at Data Resources, 

Inc. in Lexington, Massachusetts 
Karen Sorenson-preparing for the revolution 
Amanda Speedy-work, fun and sun 
Mike Strejc-touring Europe this summer, then attending Wayne State 

University on a graduate fellowship in anatomy 
Carol Stringham-teaching English in a high school in Lyon, France 
Dan Talayco-arc welding Kalamazoo's sewer system into a Klein bottle 
Lorna Thompson-studying education of the profoundly retarded at 

johns Hopkins School for continuing Education 
Linda Topolsky-working as an intern in the K College Admissions 

Office and then getting an MBA at Duke University 
Diane M. VanderBeke-studying the history of decorative art at the 

Cooper-Hewitt MuseumlParscns School of Design in New York 
Chris Vreeland-working at the Lakeside Residence for Boys and Girls, 

doing a SIP and taking classes 
Michael Watkins-exp[oring the American subconscious in Greenland 
Julie A. White-working as a Flex system analyst for Hewitt Associates 
Sara Zerweck-working for the Potomac Electric Power Company 

(PEPCO) in Washington, DC 



Cowboys and sauerkraut 
by David Boventer, West Germany 

Sunshine, people gathered around a symbol of wealth, a white Porsche. 
Loud music, everybody is cool, looking around, clapping hands, simply 
showing of!'! 

For a student from Europe it is much easier and much more difficult to 
relate to the United States, his "foreign" country, than it would be perhaps 
for an African student. The differences are there, but difficult to nail down. 
Afraid of overgeneraiizing, this scrupulous and careful foreign observer 
hesitates to draw conclusions. The United States forces a foreign student 
to take a stand. But before he can dare judge "his" Americans he starts 
thinking about himself. What makes me a German? Very often it occurs to 
me that the differences I see are not really an expression of a collective 
culture, however dubious a term like this might be. They are only 
characteristics of different indiViduals. 

A scene, as it is described above, could well happen in Germany (not 
only because that is the Porsche's mother country). I more and more 
discover that the main difference between nations is their country's 
behaviour in general, as opposed to the attitudes of the individuals. If all 
Americans would ride Porsches and seek to gain applause from other 
Porsche and Mercedes drivers, it would be easy to judge them. But in fact , 
most of them don't. So they are hedonists, although every tenth American 
is below the poverty line? 

America is rich, arrogant, cool. It behaved courageously during the 
Berlin airlift and outrageously during its Vietnam "adventure." These 
judgments are very common among people who have not really en
countered America. To be frank, the more I experience it, the less I feel an 
urge to judge it. I fmd myself judging the President, his suppon of murder
ing contras, or his ways of "dealing" with the "Khadafy Problem." I know 
less and less of America because its cultural coherence becomes increas
ingly difficult to comprehend. Oh, I can cite hundred of generalities, but 
there is always a residue of helplessness, a point where a pragmatic scien
tist or researcher has to " resign" and be subjective and emotional. Maybe 
we should not believe that a panJy emotional approach to culture and 
history is leading us away from truth and understanding .. .I like America!? 

To the editor. 
To the editor: 

This past Saturday at lOam, While most of the campus was asleep, the ' 
first annual K College Triathlon staned at the pool. This event was basical
ly a sized down version of the famous Ironman Triathlon, and challenged 
students and faculty to a combination of swimming, biking and running. 
Each participant swam 500 yards, biked 10 miles and then ran 3 miles. 
Twenty-five panicipated in this event, including two faculty in the mixed 
faculty/student relay of Jim Walker K'86, Dr. Paul Southerland, and Mr. 
Thomas Breznau. In the women's division, in third place was Robin Yurk 
K'87, with Ruth Ann Church K'86 taking second, and winning for the 
women, with an excellent time of 1 :01 .26, was Janet Simmons K'89. In the 
men's race, in third place wasJohn Nachazel K'89, with Rick Howrey K'87 
placing second, and taking first place in the men's race was Malt Ewend 
K'86, winning in an equally impressive time of :50.41. All panicipants 
deserve congratulations for their achievement in fmishing the race, and 
we hope to see more students out training for next year's race. 

Jeffrey D. Pellegrom K'88 
Gloria Granger K'86 
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Camavale: 
a work in progress 

by Samantha Whitney K'87 

This Sunday at 3 p.m. in Dalton 
Theater, Camavale, a musical and 
dance extavaganza created by Sarah 
Schaeffer K'86 and Tracy Rideout 
K'86, will be performed. I spoke with 
Sarah and Tracy about this show and 
we talked about what kind of work was 
involved in creating Caronavale. This 
interview not so much describes the 
show, but is an illustration of the steps 
involved in creating something; 
whether it be a piece of writing, an
work, mUSic, or something someone 
has never seen before. 
Samantha Whitney: What is Car
navale? 
Tracy Rideout: It's a joint show that 
Sarah and I agreed to do last summer 
while we were Sitting on the chapel 
steps one day. 
Sarah Schaeffer: At this time we 
were anticipating the first performance 
of a piece I was working on. I was 
writing the piece, and Tracy was 
choreographing it. That piece will be 
in the show, but recreated-a new ar
rangement of music and dance. While 
spending winter quaner in Kalamazoo 
for my SIP, I was in the process of 
writing Camavale. Tracy and I were 
corresponding while she was SIPing in 
Costa Rica, and we were thinking of 
possible music and possible combina
tions (of dance and music). A lot of 
people over the last three quaners 
have been showing their interest in 
working on the show. 
SW: How did you "recruit" people to 
work on and be in Camavale? 
TR: Since sophomore summer, I've 
performed my choreography. A lot of 
people have assumed I'd be doing a 
show (this quarter), so people 
(dancers) would contact me. 
SS: Many musicians contacted me; 
many I recruited. Over last winter I 
needed to get ' musicians together to 
play the music I was writing. Several 
of these musicians are in the show. 
TR: A number of the dancers are get
ting PE credit for this, yet most are get
ting the thri11 of being involved in a 
production and in dances that have 
never been performed. 
SW: Tell me aboul student participa
tion in the show. 
SS: I've been amazed at how many 
people have come out of the woodwork 
to 'help with the show. And it seems to 
happen at the most difficult times. 
There's a representative from each 

academic depanment iJ, our show. 
And the people are of a tremendous 
variety. 
TR: Because it is so large, there is less 
of a personal feeling. There are people 
in the show I don't know. But this show 
is the closest professionally that we 
will come to a show at K-it is more on 
a professional, not friendly level. 11 has 
been great training. 
SW: Tell me about the rehearsal 
schedule-its rigors and problems. 
TR: We've been working mostly on Ci
ty Cot, Country Kitten , the first piece in 
the show. 
SS: It's an adaptation from an Aesop's 
Fable that I've put to music. 
TR: We've had our separate spheres 
while working on the show. I have 
pieces I have selected music for and 
dance myself, and Sarah has some 
pieces that are just instrumental. We'll 
have had eight weeks of everyone par
ticipating. There's one dance I staned 
choreographing three weeks ago. For 
each minute of dance, I spend five 
hours choreographing it. !'ve kept 

been having to spend more time on ad· 
ministrative things. I love to perform 
and I haven't been able to work on my 
own skill. 
SW: How do you feel working on Cor
nava/e has helped your talent? 
SS: As far as my musicianship is con
cerned, rehearsing, writing, perform
ing has really improved my skills. 
TR: As a choreographer and director I 
have improved immensely over the 
past year. I consider myself now as 
much as a dancer. It 's a double bind 
that I am in. I need to consider myself 
a dancer rather than a choreographer. 
You have to maintain a cenain 
technical level and that (for me) has 
remained the same. But my skiJJs as 
an artist have improved . 
Choreography is intensely creative. 
SS: I've been able to see so many 
parallels between choreography and 
composing. The show has really open
ed my eyes to these parallels. 
TR: You have to write something that 
dancers can manipulate their bodies 
to. A full piece of music and 

I've been able to see so many parallels between 
choreography and composing. The show has 
really opened my eyes to these parallels-Sarah 
Schaeffer 

track of my hours of work on the show, 
and not including phone caJJs and 
work of that nature, I've easily spent 
250 hours this quaner on it. There are 
probably ten days this quaner I haven't 
worked on it, but I've been thinking 
about it. 
SW: What motivates you to take on 
such a responsibility and what keeps 
you going? 
SS: There's no greater thri11 than per
forming. To see all the hours coming 
together. I've never felt more confi. 
dent as a musiCian as I have this past 
quaner. 
TR: It's this desire I have. I have 
something inside me that keeps 
motivating me to perform. If you want 
to perform at K, you have to create 
your own opponunities. 1 cannot 
dance at K-the only chances I have 
are the opportunities I can make for 
myself. 
SW: Tell me about the Organizational 
aspects of Camava/e. 
TR: I tend to be a very organized per
son but my frustration this quaner has 

choreography is composed of tiny little 
elements. 
SW: How has working on this show af
fected your future plans? 
SS: Right now I have rio concrete 
plans, but 4000 ideas. 1 need to get 
away from K for three days to get my 
ideas down to 2000. I'm most excited 
about music composition and produc
tion-the music bUSiness in general. 
I'd like to definitely explore career 
possibilities in this area. 
TR: I came here without a lot of ex
perience in dance. It's only been since 
my stay here that I've really become 
involved in dance. I would be im
mensely happy as a professional in the 
dance world, whereas I didn't feel like 
that before. It's by doing these shows 
that I feel I have an ability. 
SS: It's a never-ending process of 
growth. 
TR: II's easy when someone else is 
creating the opponunities, but when 
you have to create them for yourself, 
you know that there is something in
side you that you want to bring out. 

WIG "myths" reevaluated 
To the editor: 

Concerning the May 30, 1986 Index 
article, "Some Myths About WIG," I 
wish to share some other experiences 
I've had with WIG in the past. 

Before that though, bravo! to the In
dex, especially Jeffrey Kuipers and Tim 
Webster, for their article attempting to 
demythologize WIG. I admire the two 
men for putting themselves in this 
position. And, for the most pat! I wish 1 
had written the same article two years 
ago after my two quaners spent as an 
active member . 

But the article as a whole did not ex
amine the causes for such myths. In 
my opinion they did not arise ex nihilo 
but rather out of some misinterpreted 
facts . 

First, while no WIG functions are 
closed to men now, I was excluded 
from one in 1984. The group was of· 
fered a cottage for a weekend retreat 
and head executive of WIG excluded 
me from going on grounds of gender. 
This is an exception to the rule, but it 

did happen. 
Second, meetings of winter and spr

ing 1984 were difficult if not ex
asperating for 8 male to sit through. I 
believed, and this has since been sup
poned by other members, that at 
meetings there was a lot of anti-male 
sentiment expressed both verbally and 
through attitudes; in spile of the com
mon goal of understanding, some 
members used the time as a bitch ses· 
sion. However, men must realize that 
WIG can and does constructively deal 
with this sentiment. In my opinion the 
greatest aide to this would be the 
presence of intelligent men to respond. 
In other words, a dialogue. So ironical
ly any stereotypes which keep men 
away from the group truly hun the 
group, the campus, and us as adults, 
but also help to feed the cycle of ill 
feeling which make some discussions 
necessary in the first place. 

As for separatists, Webster and 
Kuipers led me to belie'Ve that there 
never have been separatists in the 

group. Not true. But, again, they are at 
WIG to work this out. They are not the 
ml\iority and do not represent WIG's 
intent as a campus organization. Often 
women feel they need a woman's 
space. While I can't defme why or 
when a space is just that, I know it is 
often therapeutic when not mistaken 
for extreme separatism. Usually it is 
merely a break away from stress with 
trusted friends and acquaintances. 

Finally, I feel that there has been 
varying degrees of anti-male sentiment 
from the group's leaders. But it is my 
experience that each set has been suc
cessively more pro-human, rather than 
anti- or pro-gender. Yet they all run in
to the stereotypes and they are usually 
frustrated by them. Their ultimate goaJ 
is to have the inter-gender dialogue oc
cur without a mother to guide it (or 
father for that matter). Somewhere the 
~ of ill feeling and stereotype has 
to be broken. I don't quite know how, 
but it is possible. 

Larry Bauer K'86 
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What you missed ... 
by Kristine .Altwies K'88 

Anyone returning to K-or arriv
ing for the first time will probably 
be met with a myriad of seemingly 
CI)'ptic small talk or gossip pertain
ing to last quarter's numerous 
social happenings, sports events, 
elections, retirements, etc. The In
dex had an especially busy 
quarter, yet managed to cover 
most everything that went on at K 
in ten glorious four-page issues. To 
give all returning/newly-arrived 
students a head start on catching 
up, the Index has decided to 
publish a brief summary of Spring 
quarter '86 at K. 

Third week brou!lht surprises, 
disappointments and' sadness as 
well as K's 154th birthday. Billie 
King, well-known at K as the head 
of counseling, announced her 
plans to retire during summer 
quarter. Since coming to K fifteen 
years ago King has assumed a 
number of responsibilities ranging 
from Head Resident at Trowbridge 
and Harmon, to Housing Director 
and fmally counseling. Billie King 
leaves us to spend more time with 
her two Ql'andchildren. 

Many students were disap
~inted to'leam of the tuition hike. 
The new increase will have 
students paying $3,532.00 per 
quarter. 

Dr. Gail Griffin, Brant Pope, and 
Dr. Mark Thompson attempted 
through song and story to present 
a "theatrical collage" of wwrr. Of 
the production, Balch explained 
that although it was not intended 
to glorify war, the play recognizes 
that there was a comaraderie and 
stamina prevalent during wwrr 
which could teach us all a lesson 
today. 

Teresa Burns K'87 and Scott 
Nowling K'87 were the winners in 
the Student Commission presiden
tial elections held 6th week. Burns 
will serve as president this sum
mer and fall and Nowling will 
replace her in office for winter and 
spring of 1986-87. Burns is a 
political science mllior from South 
Bend, Indiana. Nowling is an 
econOmics/political science major 
from Portage, Michiqan. 

Harvard paleontologist Stephan 
Jay Gould delivered the 1986 
Tourtellotte lecture on ''The Un-

Dewing vandals 

come forward 

by Joni Overton K'87 

Early Sunday mOming on June 1 near the end of spring quarter, 
students found grafitti chalked on doors and other writing surfaces 
throughout Dewing Hall. The grafitti spoke out violently against 
gays, liberals, WIG, and even specific students. As a result of this 
incident, the campus community rallied together to put a stop to 
such intolerance. The Index put out a special letter issue on the 
situation as a plea for tolerance, an issue which included over sixty 
student entries. President Breneman called a special meeting for 
the entire campus on Wednesday the 4th which was held in the 
chapel. Dr. Breneman, Marilyn La Plante, Dr. Strobel, Sara Evans, 
and Mila Visser 't Hooft all spoke out against intolerance during 
this meeting. 

At the end of exam week, nearing graduation, two seniors admit
ted that they were responsiblie for the grafitti. As disciplinary ac
tion, they were both required to makf;! a public apology to their 
'class at the commencement rehearsal, assigned reading and 
writing projects on the broad topic of tolerance, and their diplomas 
are to be withheld until these projects are turned in. This form of 
punishment was chosen for several reasons: the two wrote the 
grafitti anonymously, and hence were required to take public 
responsibility for their actions; their public apology took the heat 
01T other people who may have been assumed responsible; and 
because the actions in Dewing indicate a need for further educa
tion of the tWo students. 

It is important to note that though these two students were held 
responsible for the Dewing inCident, they were not responsible for 
much other defacing and intolerance that has taken place on this 
campus. There are others who remain; others who maY have 
secretly applauded their actions, or who indulge in either verbal 
abuse or in the defacing of posters-others who need to recognize 
their own behavioral patterns of intolerance. 

According to Marilyn La Plante, this incident represents a begin
ning. In the fall, programs are being planned on tolerance: pro
grams that will teach students how to deal with values and 
backgrounds that are different from their own. The programs will 
emphasize an ongoing need for awareness, a need which the Dew
ing incident has captured in a nut shell. 

At the end of March, TIME 
magazine ended its search for our 
nation's 100 "most outstanding 
college students." Two K students, 
Cynthia Chapman K'87 and Lisa 
Ehlert K'87, were named as merit 
finalists in the TIME Achievement 
Award Competition. Chapman, a 
religion major who at the time was 
in Hong Kong doing a three 
quarter Foreign Study, was 
recognized for writing a play for 
Christian clowns, and touring the 
East Coast performing her play 
with a group of K students. Ehlert, 
a political science and Spanish 
mllior, was recognized for her 
achievement in the study of 
human rights issues and interna
tional studies. 

"Lusi" Yzenbaard, employed bY'
K since 1974 ended her struggle 
against cancer April 8, 1986. She 
will best be remembered as the 
friendly MandelleMail Hut worker 
who was genuinely interested in 
the lives of students and who 
always took the time to say a few 
kind words to whomever happen
ed to be walking by the mail hut. 

predictability of Ufe's History" in _--------------------...... , 

Second week marked the begin
ning of K's African Studies Con
ference which was sponsored by 
the Great Lakes College Associa
tion. The theme for this weekend 
conferenCe was "Africa and the 
Liberal Arts." In addition to the 
various lecturers, there were near
ly a dozen short films shown as 
well as the award-winning feature 
length film, "Black and White in 
Color" which was sponsored by 
the Film Society. Drs. Fugtate and 
Buschman of the Foreign Study of
fice were the chief organizers of 
the conference and were aided by 
Dr. Sandra Greene, who heads the 
African Studies office. 

Student Commission hel d elec
tions Monday of second week. 
Students were elected to positions 
such as clerk and vice-president of 
finance. Although nearly 900 
students were on campus during 
the time of the elections, only 315 
chose to vote. 

Arthur Kudla K'88 was named 
among 102 undergraduates na
tionwide as a recipient of the 1986 
Truman Scholarship. This award, 
sponsored by the Harry S. Truman 
Foundation, was given based on 
the recipient's "potential for 
leadership, academic ability, and 
careers in government." The 
award carries a maximum stipend 
of $7,000.00' per year for four 
years of undergraduate or 
graduate work. 

George Acker and Dr. Phillip 
Thomas were awarded K College's 
highest faculty honors, the 
Florence j. Lucasse Lectureship 
and the Florence J. Lucasse 
Fellowship for 1985-86. A recep
tion held in the Olmsted Room on 
April 28th honored both Acker, a 
professor of physical education 
and Thomas, a professor of 
economicss and business ad
ministration. 

Our ever-striving professors 
were at it again 5th week, enter
taining the entire campus com
munity with their daring perfor
mances in a Nelda Balch Readers 
Theater production, "White Cliffs, 
Blue Margarine and Gold Stars:; 
The cast, which included Dr. 
Margo Bosker, Judy Breneman, 
Dean Dewey, Dr. Donald Flesche, 

PORTRAITS AT RANDOM 

a packed Dalton Theater Thursday . 
of 7th week. Gould amused the en
thusiastic audience with his wit 
and impressed them with his ideas 
on evolution. In his speech Gould 
stressed that mankind is "just one 
of earth'S' multitude of species," 
and that our existence is almost 
completely dependent upon ran-
domness. "We're damned lucky to 
be here," said the -1981 Scientist 
of the Year Gould. At the follOwing 
day's convocation in Stetson 
Chapel Gould received an 
honorarv decree from the colleoe. 

The NCAA Division III National 
Tournament for Woman's Tennis 
was held during 7th week at K's 
Stowe Stadium. The Hornets plac
ed third in the competition, mak
ing K the third ranked team in the 
nation in woman's Division III. 

8th week saw the coming of Peri
nsylvania's Bucknell University 
Concert Chorale. In a jOint elTort 
with our own Kalmamazo College 
Singers, the 560 member Bucknell 
choir stood shoulder to shoulder 
with K students while singing the 
traditional Negro spiritual "Elijah, 
Rock." The Bucknell choir also 
sang a variety of traditional and 
cemtemporary works, including 
Mendelssohn, Schubert, and 
music from 'Sweeney Todd,' and 
'Sunday in the Park with George.' 
The Kalamazoo College Singers, 

continued on page 3 

Class of '86 

commences 

by Margaret Wood K'87 

Mrs. JUdy Breneman awoke at 5:30 am on the day of Com
mencement '86 not to find her husband sleeping peacefully, but 
rather to discover him in the study, working frantically at his 
typewriter. Writing impromptu speeches seems to be all in a day's 
work for a college president in 1986, as Dr. Breneman was later 
heard to remark with a smile on his face. 

The Class of '86 certainly left with a bang. The mishaps of Com
mencement began the night before the ceremony, when Henry 
Jones Fairlie, scheduled commencement speaker, failed to arrive 
at "K." Imaginative minds on campus, spurred by the mystery of 
his whereabouts, began rumours of kidnapping, accidental death, 
or even terrorist attacks. Fairlie, a distinguished political writer 
and contributing editor to ''The New Republic," failed to make 
contact with any<?ne on campus following his mysterious disap
pearance. But in the true spirit of Kalamazoo College, Dr. 
Breneman saved the day by quickly selecting his speech topics 
shortly before commencement and taking the place of the missing 
Fairlie. 

The President admitted that he really did e!'\i<>y giving speeches, 
and jokingly suggested that there never really was a Henry Jones 
Fairlie, but rather that it was all a plot to allow a presidential 
speech. 

The impromptu talk was received with loud applause, even after 
the rain began to fall. Yes, :t·'he Kalamazoo College Commence
ment nightmare occurred when it started to rain halfway through 
President Breneman's speech. But could a little rain stop the tradi
tions of Kalamazoo College? Certainly not. Dr. Breneman Simply 
whipped out his black and orange "K" umbrella and went on with 
the show. Following suit were Ruth Collins, versatile registrar, who 
did all that she could to protect the diplomas with her own "K" um
brella, as well as the rest of the ceremony's participants on the 
platform, making Commencement an aesthetically pleasing black 
and orange spectacle. As the rain progressed from sprinkles to 
showers, some of the dedicated relatives and friends of the 
graduating class weathered it out, others pulled out their own um
brellas, and many ran for cover under the roof of Hicks Center. 

Some graduating seniors speculated that the Commencement 
mishaps should be contributed to Friday the 13th, which occurred 
the day ~fore the ceremony. But one senior was heard to say "It 
had to happen. We couldn't just leave Kalamazoo College without 
making one final mark in the history of the class of 1986 .. .I mean, 
what better way to leave than to leave with a bang?" 



SUMMER PREVIEW 
Student organizations 

plan activities 
by Kristine Altwies K'86 

Although recent quarters have 
seen the birth of many new stu
dent organizations, the onset of 
summer finds many in disarray, 
and some temporarily adjourned. 
Following is a list of those 
organizations which have either 
already organized for the summer, 
. or are hoping to do so given 
enough active support from the 
'student body. 

WIG 

Wednesday evenings from 7:30 to 
9:00, and Sunday afternoons from 
1:00 to 3:00. Vistors are always 
welcome.-John Schreiner 

Cauldron 
The Cauldron has made some of
ficial changEllS. We have an office 
in the IndexlBoilingPot area, for the 
first time, and the faculty of the 
English department has officially 
selected a small staff of editors. 
Essentially those who expressed 
interest in editing last quarter have 
combined to fonn one staff: Tina 
Stoeklin, Samantha Whitney,john
nie Stroud, and Chris Corcoran .. 
The editorial staff is in place to ex
pedite and further refine the 
Cauldron's organizational pro
cesses. Anyone interested in join· 
ing the staff is still expected to par
ticipate in all editorial decisions. 
Plans have been made to purchase 
plates which will greatly improve 
the quality of printed artwork, so 
we encourage early submissions 
in this area. The tentative deadline 
for artwork is fourth week. The 
deadline for poetry, prose and 
music manuscript is fifth week. We 
meet every Monday at 9:30 pm in 
the Red Lounge. Please come, we 
need lots of help getting this 
quarter's Cauldron out.-Chris 
Corcoran 

and all are more than welcome to 
attend. The group gathers for a 
variety of reasons: to sing, to pray, 
to learn more about God through 
the Bible, and simply to encourage 
and ~oy one another. In addition 
to regular meetings we will be 
"retreating" one weekend later in 
the quarter (details to be announc
ed), and we will also be leading 
the chapel service eiglh _ week. 
Please come and join us as we 
learn to look to the only source of 
true peace , joy , and love . 
-Marlene Preisz 

. This quarter WIG is sponsoring a 
number of even(&, as well as con
nuing their Thursday dinner 
meetings. An open house will 
begin the quarter and the tradi
-tional celebration will end it. Two 
fiIrns are scheduled to be shown, 
one on sexual harassment in 
academe and the other on women 
and advertising. The "No More 
Masks" perfonnance that was 
given last summer will have a 
revised repeat performance 
toward the end of the ~arter. 
Finally, a speaker from CBS is 
scheduled to discuss women and 
media images.-Margaret Wood 

The Kalamazoo College Guild 
of Change Rin!l&S 
The Kalamazoo College Guild of 
Change Ringers is welcoming 
back all its wandering ringers for 
what is sure to be the best quarter 
of ringing ever. Students are retur
nina from C.D. and from a one
week trip to Washi!lgton D.C. 
where four members rang. We will 
ring for our last weddings this 
weekend before the chapel .c1oses 
for renovation, but we plan to re
main active. Chapel ringing will 
continue on both tower and hand 
bells, and a full peal is tentatively 
scheduled for the Fourth ofjuly. In 
August a band of ringers, 
predominantly from England, will 
come through town on a peal tour 
of North American towers. It is 
hoped that one of their two at
tempts will include Kalamazoo 
ringers. Finally, at the end of the 
quarter, we hope to send a few 
representatives to !the Annual 
General Meeting of the North 
American GUild in Victoria, British 
Columbia, since we are hosting 
the meeting next year. As usual, 
pracllces are Monday and 

The Environmental organiza
' tion 
The flfSt organizational meeting 
for the Environmental Organiza
tion will be Monday at 5 in SAGA. 
Every Monday at 3 the group plans 
to meet in Hicks Lobby to work on 
their current project, an all
campus paper drive. The money 
earned thrOugh the sale of old 
newspapers will hopefully be used 
to purchase a tree. Other planned 
activities for slunmer quarter in
clude trips -to Warren Dunes, Pret
ty Lake and a canoe outing. A food 
waste committee is also under 
way, and attempts are being made 
to cut back on waste in SAGA. 
Anyone interested in helping the 
Environmental Organization 
should come to the first meeting 
Monday in SAGA. 

The Christian Fellowship 
This summer the Christian 
Fellowship will continue meeting 
from 9 to 10 pm every Monday 

GLSG 
GLSG wants to encourage 
dialogue between homosexuals 
and heterosexuals and wants to of
fer opportunities for everyone to 
learn more about homosexuality. 
The first meeting will be held this 
Sunday at 6:30 pm. Anyone in
terested is welcome to attend. 

Students for Alternative Enter
tainment 
This 'newly fonned orgariization 
will be holding its first meeting 
Monday evening at 7 pm in the 
Red Lounge. All students are en
couraged to attend. Plans are be
ing made to show films every other 
week in the Quad Stop. Anyone 
desiring more infonnation should 
contact Doug Nelson at 3-9402. 

The Student Coalition for Peace 
and Non-violence 
SCPNV has not been active for a 
number of quarters, but is hoping 
to make a comeback this summer. 
Anyone interested in helping to 
make K's dream for peace come 
true should contact Laura Doty at 
3-9543. 

The Black Student Organiza
tion 
BSO has not yet set a date for its 
first organizational meeting, but is 
intent on making this summer a 
good quarter for its members. 
Please call Leonard Davis at 
3-9508. 

WJMD 
WJMD will hold its first meeting 
soon; watch the Daily Bulletin for 
details. OJ. 's are desperately 
needed if there is to be consistent 
and choice programming. Please 
call Carsten Ramcke at 3-9678. 

A Taste of Africa 
by Mila Viseer 't Hooft K'89 

As is traditional during the sum
mer quarter at Kalamazoo College, 
this week the African studies pro
gram has started. The program 
consists of three parts: the four 
Africa classes offered, the foreign 
study infonnation meetings and 
the film and lecture series. For this 
program studants from all over the 
ceuntry have come to Kalamazoo. 
Dr. Sandra Greene, director of the 
African studiee 'program, said that 
this program is "an opportunity 
they won't be able to get 
elsewhere." The courses offer a 
variety of approaches to the study 
of the continent. Unfortunately, as 
of last Wednesday nothing was 
heIIrd from the pI'Ofessor who is to 
teach the introductory course _in 
African humanities. It seems he is 
having problems obtaining a visa 
to leave Nigeria. If he has not arriv
ed by Monday, the administration 

can do nothing but cancel the 
course. 
by Monday, the administration can 
do nothing but cancel the course. 
The film and lecture series have a 
different theme each week. Topics 
of African life, such as Islam, 
language,economics, politics and 
health will be addressed. The lec
tures will be presented by visiting 
speakers as well as professors of 
the college. Dr. Kannyo of the 
political science department spoke 
yesterday on "Society, Economy 
and State in Africa, " while Dr. 
Phillips of the education depart
ment will speak on july 31. 

Next Thursday evening, Dr. 
Abraham Demoz will present the 
lecture. Dr. Demoz is a nationally 
renowned professor of linquistics 
at Northwestern University. He will 
speak on African language. During 
the last week of the series, which 
is focussed on South Africa, Dr. 
Bennie Khoapa, a South African 

exile, will take a look ahead and 
discuss what is likely to happen 
when a black m~ority government 

, assumes. power in South Africa. 
As an extra touch , during fifth 

week, an evening of "African 
Cuisine" is scheduled for past and 
future African foreign students and 
faculty . On Thursday july 24, the 
President's Lounge will be the set
ting of an evening of African food 
and slides by fonner African 
foreign study participants. 

All films of the program will have 
a documentary charac ter , 
highlighting a variety of cultural 
experiences in various countries of 
sub-Saharan Africa. 
Says Dr. Greene: "This program 

is the only one of its kind in a four 
year liberal arts college." 
All events are scheduled at 8 pm. 

The lectures will take place in the 
Olmsted Room, the films will be 
shown in Dewing 103. 

USTA boys' nationals 
anticipated 

by Linda Topolsky K'86 

Once again the United States Tennis Association boy's national 
tennis tournament will be played in Kalamazoo. On August 4th 
through the 10th the College and City will welcome 128 of the na
tion's best young male tennis stars. Honorary Referee for this 
year's tournament will be Arthur Ashe, who played in the tourna
ment as a youth. He will referee the exhibition match at 8:00 pm 
on August 4th. 

Highlights of Ashe's career are impressive: he won Wimbledon 
in 1975, the Australian Open in 1970, and with Marty Riessen won 
the French Open Doubles Championship in 1972 .. He was the 
world's best male tennis player in 1975, and served as Captain of 
the United States Davis Cup Team from 1981 to 1985. 

Currently, Ashe directs the Doral Country Club in Miami, Florida 
and is Vice President of International Mark~ting for Le Ceq Sportif 
USA. Additionally, he is a contributing columnist for the 
Washington Post and television commentator for ABC Sports and 
HBO. Ashe co-founded the United States Tennis Association Na
tional junior Tennis League, serves as Honorary Chainnan of the 
United States Tennis Association Schools Program, and is the 
Chairman of the Black Tennis Sports Foundation. 

Reserved and general admission seats are available for the ex
hibition match and entire tournament at the the Stryker Center. 
Call 383-8615 for ticket infonnation. 

photo by Ed Garcia 

Festival Playhouse 
season begins 

by Anne Fildew K'88 

This summer, through Festival Playhouse, Kalamazoo College's 
theater department is offering K students the opportunity to see 
professional quality theater at campus quality prices. The plays be
ing presented run from musicals to serious drama and, unlike 
those offered during the rest of the year, are being perfonned by 
professional actors as well as graduating seniors. 

Brant Pope, K faculty member who functions as artistic director 
for the Playhouse productions, pointed out the event as a special 
benefit of K College. He said that endowments make it possible for 
the college to provide a program of plays that is "absolutely UIJique 
and of national importance." 

Talley's Folley, which openedjune 19 and runs through june 28, 
is a love story dealing with sex, the complexities of reality and 
idealism, and coping. The play that follows, Painting Churches, 
follows a woman's struggle to capture her changing perceptions 
on canvas. Painting Churches will be perfonnedjuly 10 throughju
Iy 12, and july 17 through july 19. 

Concurrently, I Do! 1 Do! will be perfonned in the Dungeon 
Theater july 17 through july 19 and eveI)' following weekend 
through August 9. Pope grouped I Do! I Do! with Tintypes as being 
the "fmest musical theater in Michigan." Tintypes can be seen in 
the Balch Playhouse on August 14 through 16 and August 21 
through 23. 

On a more dramatic note, the Playhouse will also be presenting 
A Man For All Seasons, july 24 through july 26, and july 31 
through August 2. 

Tickets for these productions are available to students at the dis
counted rate of $2.00 per play. Pope said season tickets for $10.00 
are also available. 

Stash 
your trash. 

Forest Service, 
U.S.D.A. 



MIAA championship recap 

by Anne Fildew K'88 

The Kalamazoo College tennis team made history in May by 
becoming the first colege team to be pitted against their won team
mates in the final match of the national championship fmals. In ad
dition to Tim Corwin winning the national singles title, the eight
man team from K brought home the MlM championship for the 
48th straight year and the college's third national title. 

K College was represented by Dave Borski K'89, Jim Burda 
K'87, Tim Corwin K'86, Butch Gebhardt K'86, Jack Hosner K'89, 
Rob Miller K'87, Alex Paladino K'87, and Rick Verheul K'87 in the 
finals, which took place May 12-18 in Claremont, California. As a 
team, they beat Washington College 9-0 in the flI'St round and 
Swarthmore, who had defeatea K's team for the championship last 
year, in the semifinals 7-2. K captured the national title when they 
defeated the team from Washington and Lee 6-3. 

In the individuals tournament, for which the top 64 players 
qualified, K's members performed very well. Of the four team 
members that participated, Tim Cormin was the most successful. 
Corwin won the national title in the singles division without losing 
a set. Butch Gebhardt, Jack Hosner, and Alex Paladino also com
peted in the singles tournament. 

The result of the individuals doubles tournament was material 
for the record books. The #1 doubles team of Tim Corwin and Jack 
Hosner was defeated for the national title by their teammates, the 
1f2 team of Alex Paladino and Jim Burda. 

Corwin, Gebhardt, and Paladino were named All Americans in 
the singles division, as were the teams of Corwin and Hosner and 
Paladino and Burda for doubles. 

"Talley's Folly" opens' Festival season 

by Tim Webster K'86 

. Festival Playhouse's season 
opener, Lanford Wilson's Talley's 
Folly, is a well-crafted, genuinely 
funny romantic comedy. I have 
always been suspicious of the 
genre romantic comedy, with its 
connotations of largely sentimen
tal humor, but Talley's Folly 
manages its material, comic and 
otherwise, in a mature, intelligent 
fashion. 

The dramatic action of the play 
is tightly focused on ninety-odd 
minutes one summer evening in 
1944, in which Matt Friedman 
(David Grapes) desperately at
tempts '. to seduce Sally Talley 
(Sharon Williams), the young 
spinster he has met the summer 
before. The play opens with Matt's 
monologue that litel'ally insists that 
the audience is watching a play, 
and that the entire setting is an il
lusory facade. As Sally arrives, the 
play becomes more conventional, 
and the secrets that are eventually 
revealed-Matt's \ffiwillingness to 
father children and S~lly's 

sterility-mesh together neatly, as 
is only possible in the world of 
romantic comedies. Despite this 
Hollywood-esque tum of events, 
however. -.there is a certain 
psychological realism to the 
characters' reactions td the other's 
secrets. Consider. Matt's Central 
metaphor for human rela\iDnships: 

we are like eggs, and the shells 
that protect us also alienate us 
from oiliers. Zany, butit works. 

Jalley's Folly will play again this 
weekend, and It is well worth see
ing despite rather expensive ticket 
prices. Buy yourself a season 
ticket and checl(it out. 

Spring '86 
cont. [rom page I 

under the direction of Judy 
Breneman also sang a few selec
tions alone, including an Andalu
sian folk song, an arrangement by 
the Kings' Singers, and a few can
zonets by Berger. 

The ml\ior Kalamazoo theater 
production of thll quarter, 'Ahl 
Wilderness' by Eugene O'Neill 
was directed by faculty newcomer, 
Ed Menta. Rurming three nights 
for near"ly packed houses, the play 
gathered rave reviews from the 
~amazoo Gazette as well as from 
stuaents and faculty. · Masterfully 
carrying the major roles were 
Chris Lore K'89, Jim Bunzli K'86 
and Karen Hapar K'86. Equally 
fme performances were given by 
Mark Guin K'89 and Stacy LaBahn 
K'87. 

• 

Tenth . week saw a ml\ior stir 
amorl'g the 'ehtire Campus popula
tion; as ;a\.result ot~tensive anti
homosexu81 . graffiti in Dewing, 
several students- organized to deal 
with the potentj~ threat, both 
physical and psychological, posed_ 
by the graffiti. The results were-im
pressive-a campus-wide con
vocation, dozp:; of letters to the 
Index, and hundreds of names on 
a circulated petition. Ironically, the 
disruptive act of the vandals serv
ed only to unify the C!IUIpus. 

Dr. Tish Loveless, longtime 
member of the Physical Education 
department, revealed he .. plans to 
retire at the end of summrr 
quarter. Loveless has coached ar
chery; basketball, field hockey, 
and tennis . 

When SAGA becomes a nightmare • • • 
At the request 01 the counseling center. the following- article, "When SAGA becomes a 
nightmare . ..... by Jacquelyn Scott K'86, has been reprinted from the March 8, 1984 Index, 

by Jacquelyn Scott K'86 suitemate did when a guy teased 
her about getting ice cream; she 

Remember the cobbler and ice dumped the entire bowl, sauce 
c~am bar SAGA had two weeks and all, into his lap. Unfortunately, 
ago? The people I was eating din- most college students have some 
ner with thought it was just fan- degree of self-consciousness about 
tastic. We were having a great din- their bodies and would probably 
ner until one of the guys-in bet- react as my friend did-win and 
ween mouthfuls of ice cream-in- bear it-rather than risk drawing 
formed the girls that they should more attenion to their weWnt. 

To someone whose life revolve&1lround food 
or abstinence from it, one small weight joke 
could be a very big deal. 

just put the desert into plastic bags 
and tape it to their thighs. I asked 
him where he thought his calories 
were headed (I had a few choice 
ideas on their destination), and he 
evaded my question, telling me he 
only liked to rag on girls about 
their weight because they took 11 

so hard. 
Earlier in the quarter, a friend of 

mine got the last of a pot of clam 
chowder. The SAGA worker left to 
get a fresh, hot batch, and the girl 
next in line turned to my friend 
and said, "See, that's what you get 
for being a pig!" My friend just 
smiled and walked away, covering 
her anger-and her hurt feel
ings-until she got back to the 
table. Then everyone discussed 
how they would've reacted in that 
situation. 

I wish I could say I would have 
done the same thing as my ex-

Even more unfortw)ate is the hIgh 
prevalence of eating disorders on 
college campuses and K's general 
lack of sensitivity to these pro
blems. 

Anorexia nervosa is an eating 
disorder characterized by self
starvation. Anorexia has a mortali
ty rate of 10 percent to 15 percent; 
public awareness concerning the 
danger of anorexia has risen con
siderably since Karen Carpenter's 
death last year. Closely related to 
anorexia is a lesser-known 
disorder, bulimia. 

Bulimia, or the gorgepurge syn
drome, has been termed The 
Disease of the Eighties. It is an 
eating disorder characterezed by 
massive eating binges followed by 
some form of purging, such as pro
longed fasting, self-induced 
vomiting, or abuse of laxatives. 
Like anorexia, bulimia can have 

severe physical effects and even 
lead to death. Ninety-five percent 
of all bulimics are women, and 
bulimia is expecially prevalent 
among college-age women. 

According to recent statistics, 
between 25 and 33 percent of 
female college students engage in 
bulimia. That means one out of 
every three or four women on cam
pus could be bulimic. That means 
each female suite in Severn and 
Crissey averages one or two 
residents with serious eating pro
blems. Furthermore, most anorex
ics and bulimics come from 
similar backgrounds-you guess
ed it-white, middle-to-upper class 
families. And most are bright 
young women who do wll in 
school; K "girls" defined. So K is 
expecially vulnerable to eating 
disorders; I fmd these facts scary. 

Still, what's the big deal about 
making a harmless joke in SAGA? 
My point is that to someone whose 
life revolves around the food or 
abstinence from it, one small 
weight joke could be a very big 
deal. I'm not objecting to general 
humor; eating can be fun, SAGA 
food is usually ... urn . .. in
teresting, and if we took our 
senses of humor out of SAGA, 
we'd lose a lot of fun and probably 
our sanity, since jokes help us 
cope with the food on bad days. 
But there's a difference between 
general humor and pointed 

malice. Lest quarter, the Index 
designated the ice cream machine 
as the ladies' tee for the mock 
frisbee golf course; that was 
general satire; that was funny. But 
I've seen a close friend starve 
herself right out of college and into 
a hospital. Her hang-up with food 
eventually consumed the rest of 
her life, so no longer can I laugh 
off the insensitivity I see when 
snide comments cause setbacks in 
the recovery of friends who are try
ing to overcome severe food 
obsessions: 

Think about it. Here's a young 
woman trying to tell herself that 
her weight doesn't determine who 
she is, anq then she has to put up 
with cracks in SAGA which serve 
to reinforce her parapoia abolU ! 

At K, most of the social life in
volveS eating or drinking. Eating is 
a way to escape pressure; fasting 
and purging are ways to keep the 
hinging a Secret. But all of these 
mechanisms for coping with ten
sion can become destructive and 
addictive-they are like 
alcoholism. 

There is hope; eating disorders 
can be overcome, but recovery is 
often a long and difficult process. 
The last thing a recovering bulimic 
or anorexic needs to hear is some 
oointless comment like "That's 
what you get for being a pigl" So if 
the perpetrators of insensItive 
jokes won't eat their proverbial 
words, then I hope the victims will 
begin to fight back. I don't know if 

At K, most of the social life involves eating or 
drinking. Eating is a way to escape pressure; 
fasting and purging are ways to keep the 
binging a secret. 

food and body image. Anorexia 
and bulimia stem from the idea 
that how you look defines who you 
are, and according to our culture, 
this is beautiful. At the same time, 
the media . bombards us with 
"Aren't You Hungry" Burger King 
commercials sandwiched between 
ads for quick weight loss centers 
and diet pills (how about those 
Extra-Strength Dexatrim?). 

dumping dessert in the teaser's lap 
is the answer, but some [orm ot 
self-assertion is needed. Personal
ly, this K "girls" "grm-and-bear-u 
days are over, so the next unfor
tunate person who tells me to pin 
ice cream to my thighs is going to 
fmd himselflherself wearing that 
same ice cream .. . somewhere. 



From the editor 
The Index and ideology 

by Tim Webster K'86 

.Welcome to the Summer Index. In the interest of quality and con
tinuity, I have chosen to stick with the weekly four-page format in
troduced under the Torresen administration. Readers familiar with 
the Spring's Index know that last quarter's paper was strongly 
opinion-oriented, and I will defend this policy until my last day as 
editor. Of course, there will be news stories and zany off-the-wall 
features, but please bear in mind that there is precious little hard 
news on this campus, and as far as I am concerned, breezy 
"praise for student commission" and "message to graduating 
seniors" articles have their proper place in K Quarterly. The Index 
is a forum for the college community, not a junior branch of the 
public relations office. 

It has been suggested, and is probably true, that the Index staff 
has a strong liberal bent. I do not deny that I voted MondaleJFer
raro. But I do have several apprehensions about this label: 

"Liberals" and "Conservatives" Use of these a<ljectives often 
implies a prefabricated set of positions on a wide variety of topiCS. 
Can't one suport the peace movement and still have reservations 
about abortion? Are the principles of Reaganomics and feminism 
irreconciliable? 

Campus Issues If I question the efficacy and proper role of stu
dent commission, does this make me liberal? Aren't there any 
libera1s on student commission? I'm not sure that the terms 
libera1Jconservative are at all meaningful in the context of issues 
raised in the Index. 
In other words, the Index, in a perfect world, should have no 
political stance, although it may be sublty (or not so sublty) col
ored by the staff's biases. This is largely a function of who 
volunteers to write ... the Index welcomes with open arms the sub
missions and suggestions of those who find us politically and/or 
morally incorrect. No graffitti in Dewing or anonymous phone 
calls, please. 

If the Index has an ideology, it is this, cheesy as it may sound: 

We will be tolerant of the ideas and lifestyles of others; 
We will steer away from the word apathy, far overused by past 

Index editorial staffs; 
We will show concern for the problems faced by Kalamazoo Col

lege. 

If we bitch about the absence of a coherent peace movement, the 
incidence of date rape, the abuse of minorities or a variety of other 
problems, it is not because we eI\iOY rabble-rousing prose, but in 
the dim hope that something will change. Would you abandon a 
sick friend, or try to help him? Face it, kids, we can't go and 
change the world, but we can do our best to change Kalamazoo 
College. 

the index weekly 
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The peace movement 
on campus: 

Where have all the radicals gone? 

by Karen Sorensen 
and LauraDoty 

A senior student was giving her 
friend, a senior from MSU, a tour 
of. campus. The K student pointed 
to the Fine Arts hill and said, 
"That's where all the radicallbohe
mian types sit." The K senior was 
horrified to be labeled as such. 

Kalamazoo College is often 
stereotyped as radical by out
siders. But this K senior, many 
other K students, and I disagree 
with that description of our cam
pus community. Where are the 
Kalamazoo College radicals, and if 
they exist, why are they so quiet? 

The problem is not special to K. 
Radicals to any issue are not as 
visible as they were a decade ago. 
The particular radical-type we are 
in search of and which we believe 

have peace on earth and most like
ly will never reach it. But we can 
live it as a process, involving 
ourselves in a continual respect 
and demand for respect of the 
world and its peoples. 

Is the reason for the silence on 
campuses economic? As middle
to- upper-income class children, 
we often see ourselves as far 
removed from world problems. 
Our position should be seen as an 
ideal position to speak out without 
fear of reprecusions. Unfortunate-

question, we usually do not share 
these questions because of the fear 
of 'being wrong' or 'unacceptable' 
or even as one student put it, fear 
of being a part of the "trendy 
radical movement" that buys 
t-shirts and records for hunger or 
holds hands across America. But 
we are responsible to future 
generations for the world and for 
the life we leave them. There is no 
right or wrong. 

DilJering views make people in
teresting individuals. Opinions to 

Why is the "peace movement" so weak on 
so many college campuses? Is the reason 
historic/political, economic, or social? 
Maybe it is all of these reasons, but all of 
these reasons are'- not reason enough. 

to be all inclusive is the "peace -------------------------
me, are like a food with a distinc
tive taste. Bland food gets very dull 
after awhile. And to carry this 
analogy probably a bit too far, 
what good is a distinctive tasting 
food if no one tastes it? Speak out, 
take a stand, you might find you 
are not so alone. To speak out on . 
your own views and opinions does 
not require a major in polltical 
science or that you read the Wall 
Street Journal everyday; the 
priviledge only requires that you 
understand Dunes,bury cartoons, 
especially last Sunday's. 

movement radical." 
Why is the "peace movement" 

so weak on 50 many college cam
puses? Is the reason 
hjstoricJpolitical, economic, or 
social? Mayl>ll it is all of these 
reasons, but dn of these reasons 
are not reason enough. 

A major historical/political 
reason is that our generation has 
never been involved in a war. 
Many people believe we do have 
peace. But what do they define as 
peace? Peace is a global, all en
compassing process. We do not 

Iy, we rarely see beyond our own 
noses, and rarely have any 
foresight. Only foresight and 
prevention by the people, especial
ly by those in power or those soon 
to be in power, can possibilities of 
technological holocaust today be 
reduced. 

A reason so often given for our 
non-reactionary state is apathy. 
Apathy is part of a larger social 
cause: silence. Our generation 
fails to question the way things are, 
and how we are told they should 
be. When as individuals we do 

Where can they be found? 
by Laura Doty 

and Karen Sorensen 

Why should the peace move
ment be strong? Why should we 
work for peace when we already 
have it? Is there really anything 
that threatens us? In the GO's the 
direct threat of being sent to Viet
nam hung over the heads of 
students, forcing them to react in 
their daily lives. In the SO's, we do 
not seem to have any direct threats 
to our comfort. The turmoil in Cen
tral America is distant. South 
Africa does not seem to directly af
fect Americans. Libya is all but 
forgotten. The Cold War rages on 
and nuclear war seems impossi
ble. In our media, we are constant
ly reminded of these issues, as the 
GO's radicals were of Vietnam. Yet, 
Central America does not seem an 

immediate threat to us now as Viet
nam was then. 

Are these issues really so far 
removed? At this moment they 
may appear to be, but what will 
happen next? How are these 
issues going to/develop? How will 

_ our government react to what is 
happening now? In answering 
these questions, it becomes ap
parent that war is not such a dis
tant possibility. We, as conscien
tious men and women, must ask 
ourselves questions, and react. We 
must have foresight. Our leaders 
constantly ask for our opinions. By 
not voicing our opinions and at
titudes regarding government 
policies, we are, in effect, voicing 
our agreement. If we do not agree, 
we must actively demonstrate in 
order to ensure that our position is 
heard. If we do not question and 

react now, while times are relative
ly good, it may be too late if the 
situation takes a tum for the worse. 

The system of government in 
America is one that requires a 
great deal of trust. We must trust 
our leaders to act as we wish. In 
tum, our leaders must trust us to 
tell them how to act. We are 
obligated to show them how we 
feel . Without this communication 
between leaders and the people, 
our government is essentially a 
dictatorship leading apathetic peo
ple. It is our obligation and respon
sibility to question and react to the 
policies and practices of our 
government. If we do not do so, 
our leaders are essentially blind to 
how we feel our government 
should behave. The peace move
ment is an essential way for us to 
voice our O?inions and views. 
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Student attacked 
by Kristine Aretha 

The fireworks were over and the 
celebrations were coming to a 
close as this nation cel~brated it 
110th anniversary of in' 
dependence. For one Kalamazoo 
College student July 4 ended in 
tragedy. 

Bill Briggs, K'87, and a friend 
were returning to campus around 
2 a.m. from a night of dancing at 
Bourbon Street. "I guess when 
you're in a town like Kalamazoo 
you don't think it's 
dangerous .•. the assailants were 
all under 21," said Briggs. 

The trouble began at the in· 
tersection of Lovell and 
Westnedge when a carload of 
three or four teenagers pulled next 
to Briggs' car and ran a knife along 
its side. Briggs asked them to stop 
and then continued down Lovell. 
The suspects proceeded to follow 
Briggs down Lovell to Burger 
King. According to Briggs, he and 
his friend pulled into Burger King 
to see if they were still being 
followed, which they were. Briggs 
then pulled onto Academy and the 
car followed until they reached 
Anderson Athletic Center and the 
suspects passed Briggs on the 
right, swerved in front of him and 
slammed on the brakes. Briggs, 
not wanting to hit the other car, 

reacted by slamming on his 
brakes. Briggs said that before he 
or his friend could react, the 
suspects were knifing holes into 
Briggs' car, kicking in the doors, 
and jumping on the car. 

Briggs said he then got out of the 
car to ask them to stop and try to 
reason with them. Before he could 
say anything, Briggs was kicked in 
the face. He fell to the ground, was 
kicked in the ribs and he managed 
to get on his hands and knees 
before he was stabbed three times 
in the back. While all this was hap· 
pening, Briggs' friend was being 
held with a knife to his throat. After 
the stabbing, the suspects drove 
off in their car, which is believed to 
a be Skyhawk or a Skylark without 
a hood. 

Briggs drove to Bronson 
Hospital, where he was kept for 

until1Jly 8. At the time of the stab· 
bing the security guard on duty 
was on Humphrey Hill due to the 
great amount of outsiders which 
had been on campus. 

A student, having heard noise 
and commotion around 2 a.m., 1J
Iy 5, phoned security and said 
there might be a fight in front of 
Anderson. According to the stu
dent, by the time he finished the 
call and returned to the window, 
both cars were gone so he called 
security again, informing him of 
this. Security did, however, go to 
the scene to check it out, apparent
ly not knowing at the time what 
had happened. "We can't afford 
the security we need," said 
Heroldt. 

two days observation. Briggs felt Heroldt was unable to say 
he and his friend had done whether or not the incident could 
nothing to provoke the attack. He have been prevented had there 
felt the assailants were all on been more security guards on 
drugs of some kind. "It did happen campus. According to Heroldt, 
fast but it was on campus and all Kalamazoo College budgets ap· 
the noise-you'd think with the proximately $25,000 per year for 
campus beings so small the securi- security expenses. With this in 
ty guard would have come over to mind it becomes obvious that the 
see what was going on .• .it type of security available and its ef
bothers me," said Briggs. - fectiveness is directly related to its 

According to John Heroldt. budget. According to Heroldt, the 
Assistant Dean of Students, sec uri- best possible job is being done 
ty was not informed of the incident with the funds available. 

Student commission makes 
plans for summer 

by Joni Overton 

Under the new leadership of 
Teresa Burns, Student Commis
sion is starting off the summer 
quarter with plans to revitalize and 
unify student organizations. Em
phasis will be placed on reex
amination of the Commission's 
function and structure within the 
college community. According to 
Burns, the group will focus on sup
porting organizations, rather than 
planning social events themselves 
in order to provide both continuity 
and unity within the structure of in
dividual groups. This summer Stu
dent Commission remains 
primarily in an organizational 
stage, working hard to be fresh 

and ready for fail quarter and 
another crew of incoming 
freshmen. Another main focus will 
be review of the budget, to see 
how effiCiently it has been 
distributed in order to give 
organizations as much financial 
support as possible. 

For the fall and the future in 
general Commission has goals for 
revitalization of organizations. 
Plans are being made for a special 
"Club Fair," a night of fun for in
coming freshmen where different 
organizations will hold booths 
around the quad featuring various 
games and craziness. On the more 
serious side, Burns hopes to 
develop a bulletin to tell about 
organizations and their functions 
in order to provide a more sound 

structure in the network of the col
lege community. Other plans in 
the development stage are the 
creation of an organization hand
book providing more extensive in
formation about group leaders, 
and quarterly events to create a 
sense of continuity of a group from 
quarter to quarter. The possibility 
of a group leadership workshop 
has also been discussed. 

Along with its work on student 
organizations, Student Commis
sion has planned a special event: 
Monday on 1Jly 14 at 8:00 in the 
Olmstead Room, CommiSSion will 
present a forum on education 
where gubernatorial candidates 
Dan Murphy, Colleen Engler, and 
Dick Chrysler along with represen
tatives for .James Blanchard and 
Bill Lucas will speak. 

PORTRAITS AT RANDOM byBetsy Whiting, 

German students 
• arrive 

by Lisa Harnish 

Among the new faces being seen around campus this quarter are 
the 6 German exchange students here for the summer term only. The 
group, including a pair of siblings, are all from the Hannover area; 
one, Cornelia Hellwig, Is a student at the University of Berlin, and the 
others, Uta Bamberger, Georg and Sabine Brauer, Marlke Koenen, 
and Heike Tobien are all students at the university In Hannover. Four 
of them are majors in English, while Cornelia Is a music major and 
Heika is a German major. 

Although some of the students got to know some of the Kalamazoo 
College students who were in Hannover last FallM'inter on Foreign 
Study, most of them first heard of K College through a group of stan· 
dard exchange programs listed with their course offerings for the 
semesters. Through a relatively easy application process, they were 
accepted by the College. They arrived in the States on 1Jne 18th. So 
far, the group of six arefalrly satisfied with their short stay. 

When queried about her impressions of Kalamazoo College, Uta 
Bamberger said the pe.ople here are "very friendly, very nice, very 
helpful, but you can't really Judge after two weeks." Sabine Brauer 
was questioned about initial likes and dislikes of the school. "It is all 
one point-It is very calm and quiet here. On the one hand this is 
good, but on the other hand, you lose contact with other issues., Like 
politics and international news." Uta confirmed this sentiment, poin' 
ting out that after reading and studying, they prefer other types of 
relaxation to reading the newspaper. 

Cornelia Hellwig responded to the question "What do you think is 
special about K College?" "I like that people have one special subject 
to study, but I would like to think that If I could speak to other people, 
it is possible to study other subjects of Interest, unlike in the German 
education system." 

Georg Brauer's special comments on K College was: "What I like is 
the 'down·home atmoshpere', that Is so familiar among 400 students, 
in comparsion to Hannover, with some 20,00 people." All of the stu· 
dent are particularly pleased about being housed with American 
roomates in the dorms. 

African studies 

students arrive 
by Martha A. Meagher 

Africa by way of Kalamazoo? For nine students this summer, K Col
lege is an extended laY-<lver on a voyage to Africa. 

K College Is host this quarter to students from various colleges and 
universities in the U.S. who have come to take part In the African 
Studies Program to prepare themselves for a foreign study in Africa 
this fall. The program is deSigned to teach the students the history 
and culture, and in some cases, the language of the regions they will 
be visiting. 

According to Rebecca Bing of Wooster College who will be in 
Liberia in August, "The purpose of the program is to prevent us from 
looking like the dumb American while we're In Africa." 

Three of the vlsting students will be at a center In Liberia. These 
students are Rebecca Bing (Wooster), Delia Jones (American Univer
sity) and Marie O'Neil (Grinnell). The two students going to Fourah 
Bay are Tahirih Pleasant (Oberlin) and Kenneth Winch (Grinnell). 
Elizabeth Frye (Spelman), Kimberly little (BowdOin) and Sarah 
Munigle (Washington) will be in Kenya In the fall. Senegal will find 
Sean Egan of Earlham College in one of Its centers after Egan has 
completed the program_ 

Summer Student Commission I: lection Results 

I: "ecutive Vlce.presldent 

ClerkNlce.presldent finance 

Secretary 

IH/\ Chairperson 

Campus lI~ Committee 

I: ducational Policies Committee 

Crissey Dorm Rep 

Dewaters Dorm Rep 

Harmon Dorm Rep 

Trowbridge Dorm Rep 

foreign Language House Rep 

Commuter Rep 

Bill Hahn 

Mellsa Root 

Paul O'Neill ' 

Kenneth Dietz 

Mark Lambrldes 
Steve Vitale 

Carolyn Kreuger 

Karen Hlyama 

Scott Molr 

Cheryl Harants 

linda Roth 
Sue Willard 

Michelle Buckingham 

In Bum I:om 

Out of 462 students enrolled summer quarter. 229 voted 
in this election. (49.5%) 
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INDEX POLL: activism 

1. How do you feel about the Contra-aid bill? 
-sl1ongly support 
1986·1 % 
1988·2% 

3~ 

-support with some reservatJon 
1986·1 % 
1987·1% 
1988·2% 
1989·2% 

6~ 

~ndlfferent 
1987·5% 

5~ 

-dIsapprove, but not too sl10ngly 
1987·5% 
1988·5% 

10~ 

-Sl1ongly disapprove 
1986·1 % 
1987·26% 
1988·30% 
1989·3% 

70% 
-what is it? 
1987-4% 
1988·2% 

6~ 

2. Should "I(" divest from firms doing business in South Africa. 

·Yes. by all means 
1987·23% 
1988·31% 
1989·3% 

S7~ 

-Yes, If It doesn't affect my tultJon or financial aid 
1987·5% 
1988·2% 

7~ 

~ndifferent 
1987·16% 

16~ 

of'IO 

1987·3% 
1988-4% 
1989·2% 

9~ 

.. didn't know we had money invested In South Africa. 
1987·5% 
1988-6% 

11~ 

3. 00 you conS ider yourself politically active? 

-Yes, I often partJclpate in polltJcal actJvltJes. 
1987·13% 
1988·11 % 
1989·1% 

2S~ 

-Yes, although I am not actJve at the moment. 
1986·3% 
1987·13% 
1988·14% 
1988·3% 

33~ 
of'IO 

1987·11% 
1988·13% 

24~ 

No, I don't have tJme. 
1987·2% 
1988·3% 
1989·1 % 

6% 
~ndlfferent 
1987·7% 
1988·5% 

12~ 

4. 00 you consider "I('s" student body to be politically ac. 
tive/polltically aware? 

-Yes 
1986·1 % 
1987·10% 
1988·12% 
1989·1 % 

24% 

-No 
1987·28% 
1988·27% 
1989-4% 

59~ 
~ndlfferent 
1987·3% 
1988·14% 

17% 

INDEX FORUM 
The partJclpants: Sandra Greene, Marilyn La Plante, Maureen 
Groppe I('SS, Cheryl Harants I('SS, Harold Phillips 1('88 

1) Whilt sort of student orsilnlzadon ilclivllies ill'e ilPO 
propriilae on les cilmpusi' Demonslrildnci' (ducildonill 
ilClivlliesi' (forums. spukus. ad) odIer ilClivllies? 

Any activites that are educational are certainly appropriate for K Col. 
lege student organizations. This could include all kinds of activities: 
speakers, discussions, debates, certains forms of entertainment, and 
peaceful demonstrations. Whatever form these activities take, I 
beleive it should be organized so as to respect the rights and views of 
others. 

All forms of student organization activities, as long as they meet the 
misSion of the College, are appropriate. Students can organize for the 
purpose of participation in a commonly shared interest; personal 
growth and development; raising the consciousness of others to a par· 
ticular issue or set of concerns, or advocacy of a particular course of 
action. However, the areas of interest, the issues of concern, and the 
methods used to address these must be compatible with the mission 
of this particular liberal arts college. 

Any are appropriate and the greater number there are and the greater 
variety, the greater chance is that others will be exposed to different 
points of view. A group may forfeit their right to exist, however , if their 
activities are not conducted appropriately (if the organization is 
discriminatory, if is misuses funds, if it interferes with the activities of 
other organizations, etc.). 

K students are a very diverse group of individuals and thus, there is a 
large spectrum of activities which are appropriate. Educational, 
social, and political events all play an equally important role in main. 
taining our diverse atmosphere, as well as being a vehicle for our per· 
sonal growth, both socially and academically. 

To me, there is nothing wrong with having political demonstrations or 
political speakers. As students it should be our responsibility to en. 
courage and promote political activism on campus. By inviting 
political speakers to campus, we each have the chance to explore or 
develop our own political identities. 

2) Ciln iI student orsilnlzillion milnilce to chilnle school 
poIlcVi' for e.ilmple. Is It pliluslble to sUllest dlilt iln 
orsilnlzadon like SCPNV ciln convince die trustees to 
divest In Soudl "Mcili' 

A student organization can and should try to influence school policy If 
that is a major concern of its members. In the case of SCPNV, I think 
that its efforts at least served the educational value of raising the level 
of consciousness of the College community about the issue of divest· 
ment in South Africa and brought closer to home the importance of 
this issue. Whether they can convince the trustees is another matter 
for that depends on the soundness of their position and their ability to 
ally the concerns of the trustees about the financial impact of divest· 
ment on the College. Whether SCPNV is successful or not, in my opi· 
nion is the not the issue. Rather the concern is whether they should at· 
tempt to exert any influence at all. My answer to that is yes. For in so 
doing, they educate themselves and the community about the issue of 
concern, they have an opportunity to engage in a serious dialogue 
with those who may not share their opinions and they involve 
themselves as active and responsible members of the community. It 
serves the additional purpose of introducing the students to the 
realities (Joys and disappointments) of what is involved in the 
decision·making process around an importdnt issue. 

Anthing is possible I What student organizations should expect is that 
they receive a hearing frm the appropriate administrators or the 
Board and that the issues they bring are part of the consideration of 
policy development and changes. However, policy issues are complex 
and a student organization may be presenting only one position from 
a number that must be considered in determining the course of the 
policy of the College. The organization may be contributing to a par. 
ticular policy, but the policy may not reflect the organization's full 
position. 

In some cases students can and do have a lot to say about the way K is 
run . For example, I believe students played a direct role in bringing 
about changes in the counseling center (such as trying to find a new 
location for the office), but changing a policy that so intensely affects 
the ' economics and thus the entire operation of the college is not 
realistic. Students could conceivably convince the Board If they could 
prove that divestment would not cuase the quality of K to go down but 
I don't think that is possible. 

Student organizations, I feel, should be an active part of policy deci· 
sions at K. Students who get involved in school policy are often view· 
ed as rebels, radicals, or, at times, a privileged participant. Students 
should, however consider their role in school policy as a right. We 
have an equal role, ideally, in being taken seriously in policy decision· 
making. I feel that student organizations can be very effective in 
changing school policy and, until K gives up more credibilty to stu· 
dent views, should continue to try and influence policy. 



opinion 
To the Editor: 

Hey, is anybody out there? I find 
it truly amaz ing how people can be 
only too anxious to have their opi
nion heard, myself included, until 
they are asked to put it into print 
and sign their name to it. We're 
talking a whole different ball game 
here . There is sort of an 
understood committment in 
publishing our convictions in that 
you must be able to defend 
them-in making a stand on an 
issue you temporarily put your feet 
in concrete . . . at least it feels that 
way_ I think it's rare that people 
feel so strongly about a particular 
issu,' thay they would be willing to 
defen d it until proven wrong or ac
cepted as valid by their challenger. 

I have enjoyed a feeling of 
neutrality as a student and have 
actually cherished being able to 
just absorb material on a given 
subject and I am seldom required 
to articulate my personal stance. I 
don't think this is such an atrocity, 
as I am hardly half way through 
my undergraduate experience, but 
somehow I decided I was ready to 
risk taking a stance. 
People might rid icule or be outrag
ed by something I have to say, but 
they will be reaching, and that is 
the key . To me passivity equates to 
stagnation and implies an accep
tance of the curent state of things. 

Ironically enough, the word is 
experiencing a resurgence of 
political activism from the "new 
right" which consists of people 
determined and convinced that 
backwards is the direction we 
ought to be going. Obviously, if 
passivity equates to stagnation, 
and I think it does, then activism to 
regress is exponentially worse. 
The new right comes to us in the 
form of Ronald Reagan, .Jerry 
Falwell, Pat Robertson, and the 
like_ In thier pompous, self
righteous manner, they promise to 
turn back the clock of social pro
gress in a mere fraction of the time 
that it has taken to move those few, 
but crucial steps forward. 

Presently, the new right is enjoy
ing incredible popular ity and sup
port nationally, as well as interna
tionally . This expanding political 
movement preaches of yesterday's 
society _ Back to the days of total 
male superiority; of men bearing 
most if not all of a family's finan
cial burden, and women bearing 
only children. Tome they threaten 
to bring about a society of 
ethnocentric, white-supremist and 
religiously fanatic ideals, using 
primitive justifications for social 
problems and inequalities_ Worse, 
they threaten to indoctrinate 
children in school by banning 
theories of evolution and teaching 
only creation and enforcing a non
questioning and submissive-to
authority education. This is no 
joke, it's reality and it seems to be 
what is " in vogue" in terms of 
sociopolitical attitudes. As many of 
us sat back and reassured 
ourselves that the evangelical 
types were harmless, disillusioned 
hypocrites, we now sit in awe of 
the looming shadow of conser
vatism . 

So what's the solution? Activism. 
You 've heard it before and I'm say
ing it again. I bet a bunch of you 
just doubled over from laughing so 
hard form the mere thought of 
Kalamazoo College be i ng 
active .. . it doesn 't seem too likely. 
However I'm not suggesting we all 
hop on the nearest bandwagon 
and run to a 
demonstration __ .although it's not 
such a bad idea. What I am sug
gesting is that we all put in that ex
tra effort to incorporate the idea of 
moving forward politically into our 
lives. To keep our minds open to 
progressive ideas, to be skeptical 
and question the powers that be, 
and most importantly to bear in 
mind that a country's societal 
structure and government are a 
mere reflection of its people. 

Amy Freeman 

Making a difference 

by Megan Bonanni 

"What can I do? One person can 't make a difference in promoting 
world peace." Does this sound familiar? All too often have I heard so
meone voice similar sentiments. When I decided to do my career 
development with Greenpeace USA in Washington D.C., I too held 
this apathetic attitude to an extent. I thought, Greenpeace has made 
some major breakthroughs in preserving the ecology-I'll meet peo
ple, learn a lot. I nenver imagined that I would feel like I'd actually 
made any sort of impact. 

Greenpeace is the largest environmental organization in the world. 
Using direct action to attract public awareness, Greenpeace founder 
and Chairman David McTaggast says, "If you can see this huge steel 
navy grinding along, a little piece of sand can get caught in the 
machinery and bring it to a halt. Our philosophy is to put yourself in
between the problem in a non-violent way." The group has been 
given credit for ~uch accomplishments as halting French atmospheric 
testing and virtually ending the slaughter of baby harp seals. 

following the Greenpeace philosophy, the group is entirely 
grassroots; through generous public suport, Greenpeace is able to 
survive without any government grants. 

Subsequently, my position had me involved with the public 
outreach educational program. I dealt with legislators and college 
students ranging from Georgetown to the American University as well 
as the average working class American . 

Explaining to approximately 90 people each day that all forms of life 
are interconnected and interdependent, and that we need to respect 
the diversity of life as we respect oureselves is a tough job to perform. 

Naivite convinced me that talking to people about the slaughter of 
whales, toxic dumping, and the nuclear test ban would be easy . Peo
ple would embrace an opportunity to either discuss issues or, at the 
very least, listen; enter a very harsh realization. 

Even college students, from schools in the center of our nation's 
government, chose to ignore the frightening state of the world . One 
told me he wasn't concerned about the nuclear threat or toxic wastes 
because his immediate surroundings were so pleasant. I asked him if 
he ever breathed or drank water. He nodded in affirmation. I proceed
ed to explain ocean incineration. Cutting me off in mid-sentence, he 
looked at me squarely and said, "I really don't care." 

Sure, apathetic citizens such as this man don't care. They are the 
people that made me want to quit. luckily, for my sanity, not everyone 
was so indifferent to my efforts. 

However, the people who made the hours of studying toxins, 
nuclear weapons, and animal slaughter worth my time were those in
dividuals who, perhaps didnt' have the extensive education of an EPA 
official, but realized that the time had come to get involved. Each per
son can make a differencel 

I knew that if I could genuinely commit one person to peace, then 
the tenl weeks would have been worthwhile_ For example, after talking 
to one Virginian for over an hour, I apparently made such an Impact 
that he is now an active member of Greenpeace. 

There are far too many people in the same pOSition as this man 
from Virginia. Morally, these people are committed, what they need is 
a push to get started; realize that they are the necessary components 
in a successful grassroots organization . 

As for the people who "don't care," accurate information is our only 
weapon, because actually everyone does care. We all want a 
backyard to play in and a place to relax . 

Well, I'm once again tucked into the very comforting den of 
Kalamazoo College and I'm still the same confused person I always 
was. What has changed is the attitude that as a speck in the huge 
realm of things, I cannot conceivably make changes In the world_ I 
can't change the world alone but I am convinced that one person has 
the capacity to convert the apathy of another into concern. The idea 
that "I" cannot make a difference is an insulting untruth, probably 
conjured up by the same man who thought that the world was okay 
because his immediate surroundings were so pleasant. 

ALTHo~~H JiLL, i S 
1\\ 0IA6-HT TO g e A 
Gtt>b ~T"DeNlj 
SHe. ~11 L..L 6-erS 
ct*\ FV6eD A'So U. r1l(e 
t> i fF e12etJ~e 
'eerwee tJ G It· ..... , 

Or: ACADeJl\i A. 
~~ a~eStiDN~ 

of fRi~oL\fy. ~ 
Mf\I\I'V' - ( .-

by Dr_ Pascale M. Marion, 
visiting french instructor 

In France, there is an old tradition concerning respect for human 
rights. This tradition comes from the 18th century and, of course, the 
French Revolution . Especially now, it is very energetic. 

A lot of people from different age groups, and of varying social and 
intellectual classes, support or belong to human rights organizations. 
Some of these groups are international and their members don't con
cern themselves with the country in which they live_ Their actions 
concern only foreign countries. I'm thinking of Amnesty International 
for instance, and of its wonderful actions in favor of political prisoners 
everywhere in the world. 

But France, like all democracies (and the U_S. too) needs guardians 
to protect Itself against intolerance and human stupidity. Racism is an 
example of human stupidity, and many organizations against racism 
operate in France as well as in other countries. Some such groups are: 
Association des Chretiens Contre \a Torture dllns Ie Monde (Christian 
Association Against Torture In the World), llgue des Droits de 
I'Homme (Human Rights league) MRAP, SOS Raclsme (Help I 
Racism). _. 

The last one is a very interesting case. Two years ago, a handful of 
young French and immigrated people founded an assoCiation, in a 
Paris suburb, to struggle against racism in everyday life. Today SOS 
Racism Is one of the most important and active movements in France 
and operates above all, against racist governments, specifically South 
Africa and Nambia. 

The actions of these movements are often to give information and 
sponsor campaigns in public places, on radio or in papers. Very often 
too, they organize petitions, the sending of telegrams to governments, 
med i'clne or food collections, boycott of dictatorships' products (such 
as South African fruit), and hold support parties_ They have informa
tional meetings In high schools to teach young people how human 
rights are important today. There is even Resistances (a broadcast 
about all these problems, which appears once a month on TV)_ 

Many of these organizations pursue the same actions, and have the 
same objective: to ' defend and apply the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights to modern society_Here the concept is used In its 
greatest meaning; from no torture and no capital pain, to self
determination and self-sufficiency In agriculturp. and energy. This fact 
can explain the positions taken with regard to Ethiopia, the 
Philliplnes, the USSR, or South Africa. Indeed, the french people can
not understand nor admit that a democratic country supports the dic
tatorships or tries to prevent a nation from choosing its government. 
I'm thinking, of course, of Nicaragua. 

I'll add that I was surprised and happy to discover the American 
human rights movements, and to see that they are so active and 
dynamiC, and so similar to their french counterparts. 

In conclusion I'd like to say: the way of human rights is tolerance 
and education. We have to learn to know people and accept people 
with their differences, and to understand and respect them. The 
business and economic interests mustn't make us blind, even if the 
goal of human rights is a utopia now. Some utopias succeeded, didn't 
they? 
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Kalamazoo 
Hijinks 

Each week the Inftll will feature an article on the more colorful/slimy 

side of Kalamazoo. 

Bill Smith 

Interested in a new eating experience with plain food and a fif
ties decor that many trend ish restaurants are copying today? If so, 
you might want to tryout the Rex Cak, located on Kalamazoo 
Mall, in the same block as the State Theatre and Nobies. I went 
there for lunch Monday and was pleasantly surprised at the variety 
of the menu, period decor, and friendly service. 

Prices were pretty reasonable too, especially for breakfast (if any 
of you readers feel like traveling a mile in the a.m. to go eat.) 

I ordered a burger, fries, and a Coke: I didn't think I could go 
wrong and that if they couldn't do that right, all the other items 
would probably be equally as bad. As i!'turned out, the burger was 
fine, that is, as fine as you would expect a burger to be in a 
neighborhood bar. The Coke was fountain Coke, which never real
ly did much for me anyway, and the fries tasted like starch. But it 
was food. When I was done I ordered a cup of coffee just to see ifit 
was as bad as it smelled; it was, and they served imitation cream 
with it, which made it worse. 

What I hope I've driven home here is that the food is just barely 
o.k., in my opinion, which is biased by the fact that I spend parts of 
every year eating dehydrated food and nuts out in the middle of 
the woods. As a reSUlt, what I think of as "bad" may not be 
realistic and thus I'm giving the Rex the benefit of the doubt. 

The atmosphere is much more suited to having drinks and wat
ching T.V. up in the corner. Popcorn i.'nd chips are available for 
next to nothing too. The bar is long anr! spacious, and filled with 
memorabilia from the era of the mini-skIrt and bobbie-socks. It is 
truly a neighborhood establishment with "regulars" that are 
known, liked, and observant of anyone who is not a regular-like 
me. It almost seems as if the place is hanging there in time. The 
building has gotten older and the customers who were there at 
lunch when I was there probably have been there for every lunch 
since the place opened thirty or forty years ago. The daytime 
crowd is definitely the older set, and I suspect the night life Is 
roughly the same. Yet there is something quaint about the whole 
place. None of the bar stools stand upright, or haVe the same seat 
covering. The bar padding has decayed, and weirdest of all, every 
piece of bar paraphernalia is in duplicate or triplicate. The two 
clocks are identical, as are the two Schlitz mirrors, and two yellow 
pictures of the men who started the place. And there are lOur 
posters advertising Greece on the wall of the bar. The dining room 
is very plain and non-descript. The overall impreSSion is one of a 
coney Island that someone turned into a bar someplace a long, 
long time ago and nobody ever really thought to change It. 

There are many restaurants in metropolitan Kalamazoo one can 
always go to get a great meal, have a good time, or both. The Rex 
Cak stands obstinately at the perimeter of these categories. In
deed, you might not have any of the above at the Rex Cak, yet in 
my opinion, it's worth a visit. If for no other reason than to say 
you've been there. The Rex stands as a monument to the word 
static: perhaps you'll find something personal In the experience. 
The atmosphere is similar to the television hit Churs, yet this is 
more down to earth, dirty, smelly, lived In, and free of the planned 
wit and drama of the illusion that appears every Thursday night, 
at 9:00. 

Letter to 
the editor 

(The following note was found 
crumpled inside the Indu box; it is 
reproduced without alterations. 
Normally, unsigned materials will 
not be printed, but the editorial 
staff, a bunch of old softies at heart. 
was moved to make an exception 
under the pitiful Circumstances.) 

the ever-lovin' staff of Your 
Music library (and it truly is 
Yours, you know. it must be; 
nobody else seems to want it.) 
really thinks you're all swell. 
seriously, as far as we're concern
ed you guys are just the bees' 
knees. and gosh, you all look so 
nice today too. that bob marley 
teeshirt is so attractive. 

and what's more, we really work 
hard for you folks . every day we all 
come in to the music library for an 
hour or so and really put ourselves 
out for all our pals out there in the 
college community. and that 
means You. we want this to be the 
sort of place that you would like 
and we really think it is special, as 
special as all of You Wonderful 
People whom we try so hard to 
please. fresh coffee, soft classical 
and folk music playing in the 
background, even the attractive 
posters on the dignified, book and 
record lined walls. 

why do we go to all this trouble? 
because we love you. 
and down deep, we know you 

love us. well maybe just a little. 
and it really hurts when we get all 
ready for you to come and visit, 
and nobody shows up. we start to 
say to each other, "maybe the col
lege community really doesn't love 
us. maybe our best just isn't good 
enough for them. maybe we're just 
essentially unlovable, worthless, 
doomed to go through life never 
learning whether love is indeed a 
many splendored thing ... " and 
that is how we in the music library 
feel all the time. pretty pathetic, 
h\lh? 

but you can help. after all, we 
just want the college community to 
love us as much as we love you. 
don't let us down. don't let us 
believe all our hopes and dreams 
are meaningless. 

come on down to the music 
library and show you care. 

the index weekly 
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A pretty picture 
by Helene Baker 

If it is true, that a picture is worth a thousand words, then Tina 
Howe's Painting Churches is worth at least 3000 for it paints not 
one, but three portraits, each with a character study of amazing 
perception and color. 

When Margret Church (Karen Hager) returns to the scene of her 
Boston childhood to paint her aging parents before they move 
from the house, to the cape where it's "Just the gulls, oysters and 
us," she is confronted by the dark overtones of age; senility and 
resignation have taken over where genius and hope once reigned. 
Her father; Gardner (Tom Small), once a Pulitzer Prize winning 
poet has lapsed into a dream state forever typing fragments of 
others' 'Nork while her mother, Fanny (Peg Small) is reduced 
to playing "nursemaid." Her only hope left is to "exit with a little 
flourish, have a little fun." Mags herself has only her paintings to 
hide behind, "completely concealed" behind her work . Each has a 
defense to fight off the pain of change. Mags uses her art as not on
ly a shield but as proof of her value as a person, having overcome 
6 months of solitary punishment in her early childhood. It is to her 
favor, that she is able to use this, to capture her parents as they ap
pear in heart if not in mind and body. Fanny plays with humor, 
some bordering on the pitifully distasteful, to "get involved" with 
her husband. blending a combination of pOignant, sometimes 
erotic memories, with the child has become. Although she often 
speaks of death, her love is too strong to do anything other than 
play along with him. Gardner himself has seemingly semi-lucid 
moments in which he laments his loss of talent and unity. This is 
never more clear than when he tells his daughter of a reoccurlng 
dream in which items and people from his own childhood house 
are being removed, all save himself "as if I were dead, as if I never 
existed." 

Howe's strong script is backed up by three strong performance. 
Hager turns In what is probably one of her strongest perfor
mances on a Kalamazoo College stage, pulling the audience into 
the portrait which has become her life. Each detail of her story is 
as finely brushed on, stroke after stroke with a loving attachment 
that transforms Mags from a mere artist into a person who can 
finally appreciate her parents for what they are, sometimes even 
more important, what they want to be. 

T am Small's Gardner is a man full of all the complexities of 
fading brilliance. It is easy to see in his recitations of poetry by the 
likes of Frost and Yeats how great his own talent must have been 
and how deeply affected he is by its absence. Had Gardner been 
more unaware of his own demise, this production would n.ot stand 
as strongly, but Small is able to mix knowldege and dream with a 
haunting, indeed necessary, quality. 

It is to Peg Small's credit too that the character relationships are 
engraved so deeply. Split between her own eccentricities, her 
daughter's whims andendurence of her husband's decline, Small 
is a woman torn apart, but her fall .is so graceful that it is her 
strength that keeps this family firmly grounded, even if that means 
giving up to occasional flights of fancy. This third portrait is a gen
tle impressionistic view of life, painted by Small's careful hands. 

Although at times the staging seems claustrophobic and time 
seems to move a bit too slowly, there is an air of empathy about 
.this work. The audience may look at their watches but it may only 
be because it is so painful to watch this family's demise crawling 
along to its IneVitable end . .bseph Gallagher and Greg Roehrick's 
Ii!tiling adds to this feeling of mustiness and closure. At first the 
shadows seem oppressive but as the story of these lives is played 
out it seems appropriate, mirroring the shadows that have 
descended on these people. . 

As Fanny says about her daughter's final portrait of her parents 
''There's something about the IIgh!." The light in Painting Chur
ches shines from within the cast of ths show, making it a produc
tion that casts a glow past the stage into our own loves and fears. 

Leaders 
who make a 
difference 
are coming from 

Central 
Baptist 
Theological 
Seminary 

Call collect or write 
for infonnation: 
Dr. Henry J. Croes 
Admissions, CBTS 
Seminary Heights 
Kansas City, 
KS66102 
(913) 371-5313 
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Gubernatorial race 
comes to K 

by Tim Webster 

The rheteric flew at Monday's 
panel discussion between guber
natorial candidates and represen
tatives. The panelist, four 
Republicans and a member of the 
Worker's League agree that there 
were essential flaws with 
Michigan's educational system, 
but each held a difJerent view of 
the exact nature of the problems 
and the means to solve them. 

Present were Martin 
McLaughlin, the socialist Worker's 
League's gubernatorial candidate, 
state representative Colleen 
Engler, Oakland County executive 
Dan Murphy, Rusty Hill, 
spokesperson for Richard 
Chrysler, and Tom Koernke, 
spokesperson for William Lucas. 

Although the main subject of the 
forum was education, a variety of 

subjects were aired, including 
AlDS testing, medical funding. for 
abortion and capitol punishiment. 

McLaughlin's initial speech 
strayed considerably from the sub
ject of education, dealing moslly 
with union organization, but he did 
stress the need for a more 
egalitarian distribution of college 
financial aid, noting that the cur
rent system tends to favor the mid
dle class. 

Engler, too, was concerned with 
the fair distribution of educational 
funds, but her concern was with 
geographical districts, rather than 
individual students. She cited as 
example Wayne Community Col
lege, which receives extra state 
funds since it is not supported by 
local property taxes. 

Mills and Koemke, represen
tatives for Chrysler and Lucas 
respectively, more-or-Iess agree 
that the basic skills, i.e. "the three 

R's" are not stressed enough, and 
an improvement of the schools will 
neccessarily require a commit
ment to these basics. Mills also 
pointed out that the state's welfare 
budget is larger than its education 
budget, indicating incorrect 
priorities on the state's part. 

Murphy claimed that money was 
not a problem. Michigan, he claim
ed, has one of the largest educa
tion budgets in the nation. Murphy 
fmds fault in the tenure system: 
more specifically, he said that in
structors with an expertise in one 
area may be put to work teaching 
another subject entirely. 

Marvin Drucker, chair of the 
Kalamazoo County Democratic 
commitee, was present in the au
dience. Although not a panelist, he 
defended Gov. Blanchard's educa
tion record, noting increases in 
education spending and work 
toward tuition freezes. 

Elizabeth Whiting presents yet another photograph in the summer Index's PORTRAITS AT RANDOM 
series. The series features faces in and around Kalamazoo College. 

Bahama Boogie 

eagerly anticipated 

by Anne Fildew 

Bahama Boogie, that K summertime event that offers the unique 01T 
portunity to cool off in the mud, is upon us. With the weather we've 
been having, it's just in time. For those who aren't familiar with this 
gala affair, here is a rundown of the activities. 

The weekend will begin with the 5th annual Mixed Doubles Tennis 
tournament. the competition will be held at Stowe Stadium beginning 
Friday at 3:00 p.m., culminating under the lights late in the evening. 

The tournament will feature a best-dressed contest for the par
ticipants. According to Student Activities Coordinator, Judy Hehs, 32 
teams will compete. Paul Regelbrugge K'S7 will emcee the matches. 
All spectators are welcome. 

Anne Marie Walsh K'S7 and Rick Howrey K'S7 will serve as direc
tors for both the tennis tournament and the next competition, mud
wrestling. 

The mudwrestling, billed as the "Third Annual Sun Splash" is 
scheduled to take place on Saturday at 2:00 p.m. at Angell Field. 
Wrestlers will be divided into three divisions, men, women, and mix
ed. The participants have submitted challenges in writing to the Union 
Desk. Audience participation is not encouraged, but some consider it 
inevitable. 

The grand fmale will be the actual Bahama Boogie, to be held in 
Hicks Center. There will be dancing in Old Wells to the Reggae band 
"First Light" from 9:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m., food and punch in the Presi
dent's Lounge, and contests, including hula, limbo and the ever
popular fish toss, in the lobby. 

Throughout the evening, raftle tickets will be drawn for prizes, in
cluding the grand prize, a trip for two to Nassau, Bahamas. The lucky 
wirmers will leave K on Thursday,July 24 and return Sunday,July 27. 
All accomodations and transportation expenses will be paid and, 
depending on the revenues from the tickets, up to S200 dollars spen
ding money will be provided. The other prizes have not been an
nounced. 

Raftle tickets can be purchased for S 1.00 at meals and at the dance. 
Clean-up help Sunday morning will be appreciated. Donuts and juice 
will be provided. 

Lucasse award candidates 

sought 
by Tim Webster 

The Faculty Devolopment committee has announced that it will be 
soliciting nominations for the annual Lucasse Lectureships and 
Fellowships. 

The Lucasse Lectureship is offered each year to an outstanding 
classroom techer at K; the fellowship is offered to a member of the 
facutly in recognition of outstanding acheivement in creative work, 
research or publication. Each award carries a stipend of SI000. 

Last year the Lectureship was awarded to George Acker. Other 
recipeints of the award include Dr. Richard Stavig, Dr. Edward 
MOritz, and Dr. T. J. Smith. Last year's fellowship went to Dr. Phillip 
Thomas; recent recipients include Dr. Wayne Wright, Bernard 
Palchick and Dr. David Barclay. 

Any member of the college community may nominate an eligible 
person for either award, by submitting a letter that makes a substan
tial case for the nominee. 

Eligibility for the award extends to all active part and full-time pro
fessors, associate and assistant professors and active full-time instruc
tors, tenured or untenured, and retired facully members who remain 
professionally active. Letters of nomination should be submitted to 
Dr. Strobel, chair of the Faculty Development Committee. 

TEST. 
YOUR 

STRENGTH. 

QUITTING. IT COULD BE 
THE TEST OF YOUR UFE. 
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Index Poll 
compiled by Lisa Hamish 

This was not a scientific poll by any means. In a situation like this, where the Index staff wants to find out 
what the student body thinks, we had to cajole and coax people into even filling out this brief poll. As it is, 
only one third of the student on campus are even represented here. 

As many people ponted out, the definition of date rape is ambiguous. This is so because more extensive 
descriptions of date rape (which IS a form of acquaintance rape) include both scenes where the woman is 
raped by a man she has known (been acquainted with) for only a few hours, and where the woman is 
raped by her fiance of three years. The word 'date' is not to be taken literally; the people in question need 
not have been out to dinner or a movie before hand. 

The Attitude statements. which are indeed biased, are intended to point out that if men and WOmen 
agrt!e that no woman should be raped, then why does it happen? Other possible statments such as "If a 
man pays for dinner, the woman is obliged to have sex" and "It would da some women good to get raped" 
could have been included, but for the sake of brevity (who wants to fill out long polls?), were not. Inciden
tally, these statements were taken from a list of 25 such attitude questions that were in a survey called "At
titudes toward Rape Questionaire, " which was used by NJ. Barnett of the Univ. of Miami and H.S. Field of 
Auburn Univ. in 1976. 

As for men being taken advantage of or raped by women. that's another subject entirely. Why don't you 
write a letter to the editor, defining, describing, and explaining why and how it happens? Maybe the Index 
will invesligate. 

Number of responses: 80 men, 84 women, 164 Total 

Number of people who have heard of the term "date rape" 

Men: 
Women: 

79 Yes 
63 Yes 

Number of people who agree with the definition: 

7 No 
17 No 

"Date Rape is a sexual assault against a woman that is committed by someone 
the victim knows." 

Men: 
Women: 

Attitude Swvey: (Do You agree?) 

33 Yes 
54 Yes 

18 No 
14 No 

A) In most cases, when a woman gets raped, she was asking for it. 

Men: 
Women: 

2 Yes 
o Yes 

B) Most women secretly desii-e to be raped. 

Men: 
Women: 

2 Yes 
2 Yes 

75 No 
80 No 

73 No 
79 No 

C) It is o.k. to force a woman to have sex, even if she says 'no.' 
Men: 1 Yes 6 No 
Women: 0 Yes 83 No 

D) Rape is a humiliating experience for women. 

Men: 
Women: 

69 Yes 
80 Yes 

How often do you think rape occurs at K College? 

Men: 4 Often 

Women: 14 Often 

6No 
4 No 

63 Rarely 

58 Rarely 

comments 

-Many times when a girl says "no" she means 'Yes". 

29 Not Sure 
17 Not Sure 

2 Not Sure 1 N.R. 
3 Not Sure 1 N.R. 

4 Not Sure 1 N.R. 
2 Not Sure 1 N.R. 

o Not Sure 1 N.R. 
o Not Sure 1 N.R. 

4 Not Sure 1 N.R. 
o Not Sure 

2 Never 

3 Never 

11 Don't 
know or 
N.R. 
9 Don't 
know or 
N.R. 

-I have to say that the term "rape" is often misused by women who feel guilty and/or embarassed by a 
sexual encounter with a man. 
-How often does the reverse case occur??' i.e. women that relentlessly pursue men when they are 
drunk-is this not a form of date rape? 
-If rape occurs on this campus, I'm sure that it is conveniently covered up so that the rest of the student 
body doesn't know about it. 
-Why does rape necessorily concern only women? 

-Date rape probably happens more than we know, since victims feel too humiliated to come forward. 
-A Ve/)I small percentage of rapes are reported. I'm sure that if any have happened here they have gone 
basically unreported. 
-Students (male and female) need a great deal more education on this subject. A recent university poll 
showed that over 50% of male students would commit ~pe if they could get away with it. 
-A date tried to rape me once-self defense is the woman's best protection! 
-I think the students at K are, for the most part, knowledgeable to the thoughts, feelings, and emotions of 
fellow students (and) therefore wouldn't normally commit such a slimy act 

Quite a few students who filled out the poll commented that they thought the questions were biased, lood
ed, blaclHmd·white or unsubtle. 

Date Rape: 

by Lisa Hamish 

Rape between acquaintances 
counts for 72% of all reported 
rapes. This figure is a significant 
understatements of the total 
number of non-stranger rapes that 
occur, because most incidents are 
not reported. Mary P. Koss, Ph.D., 
a Kent State University psychology 
professor, conducted a survey of 
6,000 students at 35 colleges na· 
tionwide found that lout of every 
7 women had been raped. 57% of 
those rapes were by dates or ac· 
quaintances. Only 8%of those 
women reported the crime to the 
police. 

Rape is the forced sexual assault 
of a woman. It is a crime of 
violence and power, not of sexual 
desire. Date rape, also known as 
social rape, acquaintance rape and 
non·stranger rape, is the crime of 
rape that occurs between a man 
and a woman who know each 
other. The woman is forced, 
against her will and despite her 
resistance, into sexual intercourse. 
The fact that she knows the man, 
and has possibly interacted with 
him socially, does not change the 
fact that forced sex is a crime. 

Date rape begins with some 
kissing, and often petting that the 
victim allows and even I!l\ioys, but 
at some point the woman wishes to 
stop. She says 'no' to the man, but 
he ignores her. The man either 
coerces her verbally, or physically 
forces her, with or without threat of 
violence. In either case, if the act is 
against the woman's will, it is rape. 
Regardless of the surrounding cir
cumstances, rape is the most 
degrading, demeaniJlg and ' horri
fying experience a woman can en· 
dure. 

The effects of date rape are 
serious and long lasting. The vic
tim loses trust in the rapist as a 
person and friend, and may well 
lose trust in all men in her life. She 
may wonder how anyone she 
knew could be capable of such an 
act and if one man was, might not 
all men? She also begins to doubt 
her ability to judge the character of 
new acquaintances, or of people 
she has known for some time. She 
faces the same difficulties ex· 
perienced by all rape victims; fear 
of men, and of going out alone, 
guilt, depressions, and possible 
health problems such as venereal 
disease or pregnancy. 

What types of women become 
victims of date rape? All kinds. 
One of the biggest myths surroun· 
ding rape is that only certain types 
of woman get raped. This is simply 
not true. Nice girls do get raped. 
One does not have to dress pro
vacatively or "come on" to a guy 
in order to spark his interest. other 
fallacies concerning women's 
behavior and men's interpretation 
thereof include the ideas that 
women secretly desire to be raped 
and that when a woman says 'no', 

1RQl;d-Ri 
OH 'fAy CAN )0() 6E.t: ... 

It can 
she really means ·yes.' Obvious! 
this is not true. When a wo~ 
chooses to say no, she means 
And no woman with a healthy lei! 
of self·esteem desires th 
humiliating experience of bei: 
fOrcibly raped. 
. 'Who is the date rapist? He is t 

'necessarily the pathologiG 
maniac hiding in the bush! 
Typically, he may seem like 
perfectly "nice guy". But the de 
rapist is motivated by POW! 
anger, and sexUality. He tries 
control women by domineeru 
and intimidating them, either'll 
bally, or with physical force. Sex 
his tool in controlling women, b. 
the crime is still one of violeJlQ 
His attitude toward women ma: 
be hostile, aggressive 
unrealistic. But this attitude m 
not be readily apparent on the 
face, thus a woman may misjuq 
him and find herself in a bad si 
tion that she can't control. 

Date rape happens becaUSEI 
man misinterprets a wom 
signals, which may have been or 
fusing and misleading. lmaQi! 
this scenario: A girl meets a 
who lives down the hall from h! 
and happens to be in one of b 
classes. He's good looking 
friendly, the girl is fairly attracbt 
and . they become mutually 
teres ted. They talk at some soa 
event, say a party. have a II 
drinks together and he walks lr 
home afterwards. In her fOOl, 

they may kiss and pet for a whi 
each I!l\ioying it. But when II 
starts to press further, she refusa 
He continues to press for sex art 
she vehemently refuses. He mig
Say someirung" tike>'come' on 
know you want to" or "you knI 
you mean 'yes' when you ~ ~ 

'no'. " If she still refuses I 

physically forces her down, may! 
tears some of her clothes III 
rapes her. 

This scenario has as many van 
tions as there are victims of da 
rape. A man, probably with n 
same attitudes listed above Iv 
misread the woman's desirl 
When his own sexual tensia 
rise, but the girl says no, I 
becomes frustrated and ang 
angry to the pointof violence .• 
cidentally, the idea that a ITI 
must have a release if he gI 
worked up is also a myth. No m 
has ever been clinically diagnosl 
of dying from "blue balls." 

We all know or can imaginel 

scene like this happening to , 
meone we know: a friend, relatit 
or casual acquaintance. And ~ 
we hear so little about it, except I 
rurnour or gossip. Little attention 
given to this kind of rape becau 
few women choose to report til 
kind of rape to the pro¢ 
authorites. Of the few that , 
report them, an even small 
minority of them actually It 
secute the rapist, either civilly 
criminally. There are many' 

America the Beautiful. 
Forest SeIVice, U.S.D.A.. 



----:s and consequences 
ppen here too ... 
saon5 for not reporting; the victim 
gets little support from her family 
and friends, the ordeal of testifying 
on what happened can be as 
humiliating as the rape itself, the 
authorities may tend not to believe 
the victim ("she changed her 
mind afterwards ") and there is 
physical evidence as proof. 

As suggested by the statistics 
cited above, date rape is a serious 
problem on all university and col
lege campuses. Western Michigan 
University has formally recognized 
it as a problem and has published 
a pamphlet entitled, Date Rape 
Reality: If she says NO, its Rape, 
which it distributes to anyone in
terested. The pamphlet includes 
information on what date rape is, 
what to do if a woman falls victim 
and how to prevent it from happen
ing as much as possible. It also 
lists the phone numbers of 
hospitals, crisis lines, the YWCA's 
Sexual Assault Program and the 
WMU Health and Counseling 
Centers. There are several places 
in Kalamazoo that also provide 
legal advice and therapeutic 
counseling for date rape victims. 

, :. Many of us here at K would like 
to think that such an ugly, horrible 
problem could never happen here 
on our campus. Unfortunately, 
K-College is not any different from 
any other school in this aspect. 
Date rape is a problem here, it 
does happen. Both Billie King and 
John Heroldt were questioned 
about their experiences with the 
problem. John Heroldt said that he 
was aware that date rape is 
prevalent on college campuses 
across the U.S., but no one has 
ever-officiBlly reported-an- incident 
to him in his capacity as chief of 
security, nor has any woman ever 
sought out his counseling services 
after a rape. Billie King, however, 
said that date rape does happen on 
this campus; in the past year alone 
she has spoken with at least 5 
women who were victims. Con
sidering that the number women 
who even chose to talk about their 
ordeal with a membver of the 
counseling departnnent is pro
bably significantly less than the 
number of women who are vic
tims, it is problably safe to say that 
date rape is not uncommon on this 
campus . 

How can this be? It happens 
because of all the myths, 
misconceptions lind 
misunderstllDdings prevalent in 
any community, especially a clos
ed one. Billie King emphasized the 
point that date rape occurs 
because of a lack of clear, honest 
communication. Women do not 
make known at the outset their 
desires and expectations. They do 
not say how much is enough and 
how much is too much. Their 
body language may also be con
fusing. Men also do not make their 
expectations clear at the beginn
ing. They misread body language 

and may believe that the girl wants 
to have sex with him. When she 
says NO, he refuses to believe her 
and goes on. Frequently, drinking 
or drugs may also be a factor. The 
victim's judgement may have been 
impaired andor the rapist may 
have . become more agressive 
because of alcohol or drugs. 

In order to correct this problem, 
both men and women must be re
educated about the facts concern
ing each other's desires and ex
pectations. Men must learn that 
when a woman says NO, she 
means it. This includes changing 
her mind even if she had previous
ly indicated that she would go to 
bed with him but has reconsidered 
because of extenuating cir
cumstances (or a simple change of 
heart). Women must also learn 
that no man has any right to rape 
her. Just because he paid for her 
dinner or drinks does not give him 
a liscence to use her body unless 
she chooses to let him. Sex is a 
matter of choice for both parties, 
when one side forces it, it 
becomes a violent crime, not a 
pleasurable act. 

But changing attitudes takes a 
long time. Meanwhile, women can 
be educated how to avoid date 
rape. Billie King has distributed ar
ticles and a handbook on date 
rape titled What Women and Men 
Should Know about DATE RAPE to 
all residence staff in the dorms. 
Ms. King also has many more 
copies of this handbook available 
to anyone who would like one. It 
includes recommendations like 
avoiding secluded places when 
you are alone with a man you don't 
know · well, expressing yourself, 
your desires and expectations 
clearly both verbally and with 
body language, and to be aware of 
how much alcohol or drugs you or 
your date has used. 

.: Nevertheless, rape does and will 
occur. What can be done after the 
fact? No woman should have to 
suffer through the effects of this 
humiliating act alone. K-College's 
counseling services are available 
to any victim, as are WMU's 
Counseling Center and the 
YWCA's Sexual Assault Program 
in Kalamazoo. Friends and family 
should also be supportive of the 
victim and help in any way possi· 
ble. When a woman has been 
raped, she should report it im· 
mediately to the police or other 
authority. Reporting the crime 
does not mean the victim must 
prosecute. Hospitals can run test 
that provide evidence should the 
victim wish to prosecute and can 
provide emergency medical care, 
should there be any injuries. 

If the victim wishes to prosecute 
the rapist, it might be some com· 
fort to know that the Michigan 
state law is one of the harshest in 
the country to men charged with 
rape. According to Barbara Gor
don, director of the Sexual Assault 

Program at the YWCA in 
Kalamazoo, the Prosecutor's office 
for the area is very aggressive in 
rape cases, especially where there 
is clear evidence. The law 
stipulates four categories of sexual 
assault. A person can be convicted 
of fmjt degree sexual assault "if he 
or she engages in sexual penetra· 
tion with another person. Surroun
ding cin::umstances can include 
but are not limited to: when the 
rapist coerces the victim to submit 
by threatening to retali~te in the 
future against the victim . .. by 
means of physical punishment, 
kidnapping, or extortion .... " Se
cond degree criminal sexual con· 
duct occurs "if a person engages 
in sexual conduct with another, 
and under circumstances not 
limited to, but including the follow· 
ing: if the rapist is armed with a 
weapon; if the rapist causes per. 
sonal injury to the victim and uses 
force or coercion to accomplish 
the sexual act. .. " The Third and 
Fourth degrees are lesser varia· 
tions of these two. A First degree 
conviction is punishable by im· 
prisonment for any term of years 
up to life. A Second degree convic· 
tion is punishable by imprison
ment of not more than 15 years. 
The Michigan Criminal Conduct 
Code also includes definitions of 
1) Sexual Conduct: "the inten
tional touching of the victim's or 
rapist's intimate parts or the inten' 
tional touching of the clothing 
covering the immediate area of the 
victim's or rapist's parts." 2) Per
sonal injury:" bodily injury, 
disfigurement, mental anguish, 
chronic pain, pregnancy, disease, 
or loss or impairment of a sexua1 
or reproductive organ. " (quotes 
and information from RAPE: The 
Destruction of A Woman, by T J. 
Frank and published by the 
Kalamazoo YWCA's Sexual 
Assault Program.) 

·The law makes ' several things 
clear. First of all, sexual penetra· 
tion does not need to occur in 
order for a person to be charged 
and convicted of rape. Secondly, 
the law does not differentiate bet· 
ween strangers and victims who 
p!Wiously knew their assailant. 
When a woman is raped by a man 
she" knows, her boyfriend, her 
platonic friend or the guy who 
picked her up at a party, she has 
every right to prosecute the man. 

Few women choose to prosecute 
because of the emotional ordeal 
and notoriety when the case 
becomes public. However, if 
rapists are not charged and con· 
victed, other men will not .realize 
just how serious a crime them may 
have or be committing. ' 

Date rape is just as serious and 
hideous as any other type of rape. 
The effects are long lasting, 
sometimes permanent. Kalamazoo 
College is not exempt from date 
rape incidents. It does happen 
here, too. 

JOHN BOORMAN'S 

7f/E[MlMJ)!1J¥JT 4 .. Based on a true story. 

From the associate editor 
Kristine Altwies 

On my first official task as an associate editor, my boss, Tim, 
was kind enough to pass the editorial buck my way. Somehow the 
thought of preaching my beliefs to Index readers is not an appeaJ· 
ing one. I am an authority on nothing, save whatever issu~ I hap
pen to be pushing at any given moment. Opinions are a diff~t 
matter. We all have them, but therein lies another problem; Opl' 
nion or not, I have no specific topic, just an assignment: to write an 
editorial. I've decided to write a sort of potpourri of opinions, a 
mumble-jumble of ideas which are in no way related; an essay 
written in a form which is, I think. representational of the normal 
state of our thoughts. I am not wise, and yet I am wise enough to 
know that it is unlikely that I could truely enlighten anyone. So why 
set pen to paper? Because of the act. Because it is necessary to Do. 
We define ourselves through continual action. If we cease to act we 
are lost. So I choose this form to reveal-to give a piece of my dis· 
jointed thoughts to you. 

APATHY-a four letter word at the Index. Congratulations to all en· 
thusiastic K people who helped remove that category from the 
"possible editorials" file. 

CmmOY BOOTS-Have you ever wondered why them cowboys 
walk funny? Ever worn a pair of their boots? They feel silly as all . 
get out at first, but you'll feel like you own the road if you can 
master the gate. 

DATE RAPE-{not to be confused with 'aquaintence rape') Pas
sion can be an enjoyable experience, but no one owes anyone 
anything in exchange for an expensive meal. 

DETROIT-not the murder capitol of the world. I know, I was born 
and raised there. It has a wonderful historical importance and a 89 
million dollar 2.9 mile, one track transportation system that still 
doesn't work (but will soonl). 

EDUCA770N-How can I complain about having too much to read 
when I am damned lucky to have the time and ability to do so? My 
immigrant grandfather did not have time for such a luxury; he 
made sure that his children did. 

FAME-I have a friend who left Detroit in search of it. She now 
models around the world and has apartments in New York, Lon· 
don, Paris, and Milan. Her new life goal is to lose her fame and 
keep her sanity. 

KITSCH-A genera1 category in which is clumped all bad, cheap, 
and pathetic "art." Examples: panthers painted on black velvet, 
and little boys and girls with big, round, black eyes. One of the on
ly things that makes me violently angry. 

PARENTS-mine are not rents. My father knits in church and 
makes Iinguini on Saturdays. He hangs it on the dining room 
chairs to dry. My mother likes to cross her arms while she does the 
Russian Sailors Dance in the frozen food section of Farmer Jacks. 
Both are teachers and mold the minds of today's youth. 

SCHOOLS-I went to the same one in downtown Detroit for 15 
years. Although it is a part of the world's largest independent 
school system, there were only four kids in my senior class. 

SKATEBOARDlNG-I had a nightmare the other night. I woke up 
and there was a pubescent person leaning over me, wearing 
clothes that belong in a Hawaiian Punch commercial. The sound 
of grinding wheels and WHAMI woke me up. The green, purple, 
red and yellow shorts gave me a headache. 

STRANGERS-Why is it that we Americans find it neccessary to be 
in a foreign country before we will talk to one another? Isn't it odd 
how iwo Americans on a train in France will become best friends 
in a matter of minutes, when in their own country they can't even 
say hello on the street? 

S7lJMBLlNG-It's funny how people react to the embarrassment of 
stumbling in public. Invariably, the stumblee will tum around, 
walk back and kick or curse at the innocent bump. 

THEY-are always responsible for anything "me," or "you," or 
"we" don't know, like or want to deal with. Are you aware of all the 
times you've been a "they"? 
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Physical Plant Hassles 
Dear Dr. Breneman, 

We feel it is necessary that you 
be infonned about a housing pro
blem encountered by several 
students at the beginning of this 
tenn. We arrived on campus on 
Sunday, June 22 to discover that 
our room, Hannon 265, had a ter
rible odor. 

Upon investigation we found that 
someone had left one of the 
bedroom windows open over 
break, and severe thunderstorms 
had soaked the room's carpet. S0-
meone on the cleaning staff had 
evidently closed the window 
somewhat later without attempting 
to remove the dampness from the 
carpet. Mold had begun to grow by 
the time we arrived. Because of 
this, Jeff Thompson had to place 
all of his belongings in our living 
room 85 well as sleep on a matress 
on the living room floor. In addi
tion, two of us in the suite have 
rather serious allergies to mold, 
which caused a fair amount of 
discomfort. We were willing to en
dure the situation for another day 
until the Physical Plant could 
alleviate the dampness and odor. 
On Monday the 23, our 
housekeeper shampooed the 
carpet, but to no avail. The smell of 
mold was still quite strong. We 
continuously called Physical Plant, 
but as they were waiting for the ar
rival of new antibacterial disinfec
tant nothing could be done. When 
it did arrive, we discovered that it 
was the same disinfectant used by 
the housekeeper after shampooing 
the carpet. It failed to change mat
ters. At this time, Wednesday,June 
25, we requested that new carpet 
be laid. We were then notified that 
our carpet could be replaced no 
sooner than Monday,June 30. The 
~n for this delay was given as 
follows: "We (physical Plant) are 
now busy recarpeting the Presi-

dent's Office." Our next move was 
to go to Dr. La Plante to request 
that our room be carpeted sooner, 
but she was unable to alter the 
Physical Plant's plans. 

As it turned out, the carpet was 
replaced on Monday, June 30 as 
promised by the PhYSical Plant 
staff. The carpet that was laid was 
adequate and Jeff Thompson was 
able to move into the room that 
had been affected. Since that day, 
no mlijor problems concerning the 
odor or the mold have occurred. 

The point we wish to make is 
that we feel that there are some 
serious problems with the way the 
Physical Plant handled this un
comfortable, and for those with 
allergies, health-hazardous situa
tion. It seems that the eight days 
required to alleviate this problem 
was a rather extreme length of 
time (such living conditions were 
nearly intolerable). While we were 
offered temporary alternate hous
ing by Dr. La Plante, moving back 
and forth between rooms seemed 
to be even more of an inconve
nience. The Physical Plant staff 
was very lax about taking care of 
the situation and their sense of 
priorities , carpeting the 
President's Office before student 
housing, shows a lack of col\
sideration and common sense. 

We are not asking for any com
pensation, but only that you take 
notice of what has taken place and 
acknowledge the difficulty we have 
had obtaining reasonable housing 
conditions. We hope that you take 
what we say seriously, because we 
feel that this occurrance has been 
more than any student should 
have to tolerate. 

Sincerely, 

Jeff Thompson K'88 
Jeff Mantia K'88 

Rob Goodwin K'88 

Index cartoon sexist 
To the editor: 

My father recently accused me 
of taking my feminist viewpoints 
too far. He considers himself to be 
a very open-minded, pro-women, 
and is proud that on a certain level 
he has eliminated sexist 
phrasiology from his vocabulary. I 
know that he has made some 
significant and genuine im
provements in his thinking on 
women's roles in society. He could 
not, however, sympathize with my 
offense at being called a "lovely 
young lady" who will "make some 
lucky man a good wife." Or, on a 
different level, the fact that I 
criticized some of his business col-
leagues for saying 
"congressman", or 
"businessman", and using other 
terminology that indicates and 
reinforces a society dominated by 
men. I told him that as a woman I 
feel limited from these socially 
powerful positions (like business 
and government) because the very 
language surrounding them does 
not define me as a part, thus pro
hibiting me from functionning as a 
significant contributor in many of 
society's institutions. 

Which brings me to the real 
topic of this letter. Last week the 
Index· carried a cartoon aboutjill, 
"a good student, she still gets con
fused about the difference bet
ween questions of academia and 
questions of frivolity. " She is 
depicted asking her professor if 
she can offer him some cheese. It 
all seems like very innocent 
humpr. Would you have laughed at 
this cartoon if it had been about 
Jack? I doubt it. The cartoon would 
have lost much of its humor poten
tial because it relies heavily on 
some strong stereotypes of 
women. 

First, woman is easily confused. 
Don't give her anything more to 
think about than the kids, supper, 
and pleasing her husband or she 
may strain her weak brain. 

Second, the basic value of 
women in an academic setting is 
questioned. Frivolity is a term 
seldom applied to men. Many of 
woman's traditional forms of work 
are considered to be trivial. This 
cartoon seems to say that when 
women enter any domain , 
especially one traditionally con
trolled by men like higher educa
tion, their contribution can only be 
trivial and insignificant. 

Third, look at what Jill is offering 
her professol'-food-historically 
one of the two things that women 
had of any value to men. 

Fourth, the powerlessness of 
women. Jill is placed in a 
powerless position attempting to 
please and appease the omnipo
tent male figure . Her concern is 
his satisfaction. 

Jill fits the airheaded woman 
stereotypical mold, something that 
cannot be forgiven. It is, as most 
stereotypes are, degrading, 
damaging and dangerous. 

I doubt that the intent of this car
toon was to magnify the in
significance of women by reinforc
ing negative stereotypes. If there is 
humor in some of the seemingly 
senseless questions asked in class 
then it is important to note that this 
"frivolity" is by no means limited 
to one gender. 

As a friend pointed out to me, 
this cartoon attacks the handfull at 
this college who are willing to 
speak out and be heard. As for the 
rest of us, who have gone through 
quarters of silence, unwilling or 
afraid to voice our opinions, it is no 
wonder we are mute. It is a pity 
that in the learning process, so 
highly dependent on individual 
thought and expression, that our 
opinions are squelched and we in
hibit not only our own learning 
process but everyone elses as well 
by not sharing ideas and con
cerns. 

Maureen Francis K'87 

opinion 

Letters to the · editor 

Ideas on peace 
by Paul O'Neill K'88 

The assignment came quite 
simply. I was running to a class, 
for which I was late. Kristine, one 
of our associate editors, stopped 
me. "Paul, can you write an article 
about the peace movement?"1 told 
her that I would. 

The assignment came quite 
simply, yes, but the task was very 
complex. What do I know about 
the Peace movement? I have a 
brother who has gone to jail in the 
name of it. Some of my very close 
friends are called a part of it. I 
have seen many articles written 
about the present state of it. Yet, I 
can't really define it. Mostly, I 
don't think I can write an article 
about it. What I can write about is 
what peace means to me. I can 
also write about the images that 
that word connotates and how 
those connotations have become a 
very large part of me. I'll justify this 
article by saying that any move
ment is only a group of inv
dividuals who share a common 
goal. 

My thought process which in
evitably led to my choice for peace 
began by my resigning myself to 
the reality of conflict. Certain in
dividuals and groups of in
dividuals adopt social customs, 
fonn governments, establish finan
cing methods and do all the things 
that people do to differentiate 
themselves as individuals, 
cultures, nations, and allies. As all 
these groups and individuals do 
this, conflict inevitably arises bet
ween parties. 

At this point of conflict these par
ties make a choice 85 to how they 
will resolve conflict. The range of 
possibilities is as wide as the dif
ferent choices individuals make. If 
the cause of conflict is of small 
value, like who gets to eat the last 
chocolate chip cookie, the parties 
involved are apt to achieve a con
sensus as to how that conflict 
should be resolved; a coin toss, or 
splitting the treasured cookie. 
Sometimes, the cause of conflict Is 
of great value, such as a fonn of 
government, and the parties 
choose to resolve their conflict 
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through force. 
There are many different ways 

to use many different types of 
force. The object of conflict resolu
tion by force is to render the op
posing party unable to accomplish 
that which is troubling the other 
party. A fistfight is ene way to use 
this type of conflict resolution. War 
is another. There is an entirely dif
ferent category to add to this type 
that 1 choose and I believe it is the 
most powerful. My choice is peace. 

There are many ways to use 
peaceful means to resolve conflict. 
A few of the more commmon 
means are economic boycotts, 
civil disobedience and non-violent 
demonstrations. These methods 
have been implemented with 
much success. The In..dian in
dependence movement, led by 
Gandhi, the Civil Rights Move
ment, led by Martin Luther King 
Jr., the anti-Vietnam movement 
and numerous economic boycotts 
are all examples of non-violent 
conflict resolution. 

My choice for peace is not meant 
tQ be to avoid conflict, or to allow 
individuals or other groups to dic
tate a lifestyle to another. My 
choice for peace Is a rational deci
sion concerning a way to resolve 
conflict and my idea is two-fold. I 
chose peace because it is the most 
efficient way of resolving conflicts. 
I also choose peace because it is 
consistent with my value system. 
Though I came to these decisions 
in the reverse order, I will discuss 
them in what seems the logical 
order. 

Peaceful conflict resolution is 
the best method for resolving con
flict because it is the most just. 
King Arthur's Knights of the Round 
Table believed that truth was 
discovered by fighting. They 
believed that the knight who won a 
battle held a valid truth. That way 
of discovering truth seems silly 
now. Wars and violence don't 
establish right, they only establish 
which party is better able to 
pratice war. Non-violence lends 
itself more to the ideas that are 
held by the disputing parties. In 
the Civil Rights Movement the 
blacks believed that they weren't 

being treated fairly . The whites 
believed that the blacks didn't 
need to be treated fairly. The Civil 
Rights Movement, in very over
simplified terms, made the whites 
realize that equal protection under 
the law should be extended to pe0-

ple who have a different skin color. 
Non-violent conflict resolution is 

also a very effective weapon. 
America would never have to fear 
a "communist takeover" if the 
American people were trained in 
non-violence. No power can rule 
the citizens unless they consent to 
that power, that is the premise 
upon which our Declaration of In
dependence was written. For any 
given power to rule a people 
without their consent, ·is nearly 
unfeasible. The people of India 
didn't want to be ruled by 
England, and they used non
violence to illustrate how England 
was unable to govern them. When 
used correctly, non-violence is a 
powerful tool. If Americans were 
trained in non-violence, they could 
express their wild through 
peaceful displays of their disdains 
for such notions as "communist 
rule" for example. 

The other reasofl why I chooose 
peace, is because it is consistent 
with my value system. I value 
human life above all else. I will no
tend another's life simply because 
it is a threat to mine. I just refuse to 
compromise my life or way of liv
ing to that. 

I have written this article many 
times before this final edition. I 
have written it while 1 talk with 
friends over drinks and discus
sions on "wouldn't it be wonderful 
if .. . " I reply to my friends that it 
can be wonderful, war doesn't 
have to exist as a means of conflict 
resolution. I then hear that peace 
will never work in this world 
because the world functions in a 
way in which non-violent people 
and movements aren't recognized. 
I then say that I choose how I want 
the world to function and I work 
toward that choice. I hope that 
each individual realizes how 
hislher choice contributes to how 
the world functions. 



In search of Robert Farlie. • • 

by Brenda Starr 

Robert Fairlie, associate editor 
of the New Republic, is conducting 
a whirlwind tour of the Midwest 
this summer. So far, he hasn't 
been seen at any of his 
engagements. 

Following the big kick-off at 
Notre Dame University in South 
Bend, Indiana, Farlie was schedul
ed to speak at K's lQ86 com
mencement ceremonies. His 
speech, "Punctuality and Plann
ing: the keys to a successful 
future ," was lauded as being the 
most important and inspiring 
message since Dr. Bogart's crowd
pleaser, "Moby Dick: Chapter 99, 
The Doubloon." 

However, as the K'86 graduates 
are wcll aware, amidst the Pomp 
and Circumstance, Farlie never 
showed. Ever up to the occasion, 
our own Dr. Brenneman covered 
with great style and uncanny 
grace. Of cource, questions re
mained about Farlie. Where was 
he? What happened? Why didn't 
his parents tell him that nice kids 
RSVP? 
Being sleuths (don't you love that 
word?) from the Phil Pirages 
school of journalism, the Index 
staff tried to contact Farlie and 
take him to task. He refused our 
phone calls. However, our efforts 
had proven false the rumour that 
he was dead. 

Just as we thought it was time to 
give up hope of ever knowing The 
Untold Story, we found her-the 
star source-Betsey Bigmouth. 
Bigmouth is Farlie's secretary's 
best friend's neighbor's cousin, 
and therefore naturally privy to the 
hot stuff. 

Bigmouth was more than happy 
to fill us in, provided that we 
publish her phone number. We 
found her request to add her 
measurements rather tacky (and 
rather difficult without a 
calculator), but we have carefully 
concealed her phone number 
quite discreetly in this article. So 
without further ado, here's the dirt. 
(383-9718) 

""""Farlie, it seems, was having 
troubles long before the fateful day 
dawned. His wife had left him 
because he was boring, his dog 
left because he liked his wife, and 
his maid left because his wife paid 
her. As a result, Farlie's writing 
suffered and he was in danger of 
losing his job as well. He took to 
hiding in the newsroom coat 
closet, sipping Boonesfarm 
Strawberry out of a Bozo-the-clown 
mug. 

His collegues found this 
frightening at first , then ludicrous. 
They made a company sport out of 
hiding the wine, and throwing 
darts as the closet just hard 
enough to make the points 
penetrate the door. 

PORTRAITS AT RANDOM 
by Elizabeth Whiting 

Farlie grew more and more 
withdrawn, until one day, he just 
disappeared. A week before K's 
graduation, he was seen darting 
across an airport with a brunette. 
According to Bigmouth, the 
woman wanted to marry Farlie for 
citizenship. she has been seen at 
various locations of terrorist activi
ty in the international realm and 
needed asylum. " Otherwise," 
Bigmouth said, "why would she be 
hanging around with such a 
zero?" 

Farlie quickly got involved in the 
drug subculture in the Middle 
East. He was arrested in Cairo for 
selling airplane glue to minors and 
spent 5 days in the local prison. 
There, he was forced to clean 
camel stalls and dust the 
pyramids. 

At midnight on the 6th day, his 
brunette friend helped his escape 
by carving a gun out of camel 
waste and threatening the guards. 
(It had taken him 5 days to learn 
the proper words in their native 
tongue.) , 

Bigmouth draw a blank at this 
point in the interview. Perhaps the 
gun wasn't really loaded. At any 
rate, Farlie will be sorely missed. 
We're waiting patiently for the 
RSVP ... 

(Note: shortly after submitting 
her article, reporter Brenda StarT 
was found stabbed to death by a 
New Republic letter opener. Our 
condolences to her family.) 

I 

Dyslexia editor Index by struck 

by Tameboy H. Twister 

Tragedy the staff Index struck week this, when health the center 
Webster editor Index Tim diagnosed victim as a dyslexia aquired or 
the rare syndrome. Disease the dreaded, caused to be thought by 
postmodem literature surrealist and exposure to, its victim causes all 
coherent word-order to of sense loose. 

"This is awful, " lamented editor Altwies associate Kristine, "it 
makes it practically impossible for Tim to copyedit properly. Not that 
he really understood grammar in the first place .. . . " 

Continued, bravely Webster as editor has, slowgoing is the work 
although. Staff the Index uses now to communicate grunts, whistles, 
handclaps and a system. " It can be pretty frightening," Ann said 
Fildew, "I pick up the phone and hear: whistle, clap clap whistle, 
grunt, and what am I supposed to think?" 

Struck down apparently Webster was William Gaddis' JR while 
reading. The novel although now to him perfect sense makes, only 
muttering of like phrases: "yeesch-o-hooties is this no barrel 0 ' funl " 
And family , friends puzzled are the by diagnosis. "I can't tell any dif· 
ference," Chris said star-typesetter Corcoran. 

"Very postmodem. Barth, Barthleme, Pynchon. Yeah. I warned him 
about that Gravity's Rainbow, " chair English said of the Dr. Bogart 
department. 

Rains/ord award announced 
This Monday the CAA (Committee to Appear Artsy) announced 

plans to inaugurate the new George Rainsford activism award, for 
"scholars and educators from outside the college community whose 
work has contributed to the quality of both human life and backwater 
liberal arts colleges." Each recipient will be invited to speak at K, at 
which time (s)he will be presented with a stipend of S1000 and a 
selection of colorful designer bowties. 

The CAA has selected Woodsy the Owl as the recipient of the 
1986 award. Woodsy will present his address, "Giving a Hoot: En
vironmentalism in the 80's," at next Friday's chapel service. After
wards, he will answer questions and perform acrobatic stunts with a 
troupe of elementary school children. "Plenty 0' fun for everyonel 
shouted an unusually ecstatic Dean Dewey, "Zowiel" 

In an Index phone interview, Woodsy seemed enthusiastic about 
his first appearance at K. "What a chance to spread the word," he 
hooted, "fresh, young liberal-arts-educated students are just what the 
movement needs." 

"I can also use the money," he added sheepishly, ''I'm opening an 
IRA. I I 

Woodsy will be introduced by Robert Fairlie , who will return to K 
for the festivities . 

LOVE JESUS ... JESUS LOVES ... 
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THE INDEX OBSTACLE COURSE 

In the interest of a ~-rounded, exciting, liberal-arts education, the Index and the Phys. Ed. depan. 
ment present the Kalamazoo Coll~ sexual ob3tacle 00UISe. The oh<5tacle oourse is not unlike fris~ 
golf, but we like to think of it as more challenging and satisfying than throwing thing5 at trees, building; 
and innocent pedestrians. Grab a six-pack and hit the quad ... good luck! 

3.MANDELLE score: 3 pis 

, 

up to 0: Mom, Dad and Ann Landers would be proud. 
1-5: congratulations on your GPA. 
6-10: Where's your sense of adventure? 
11-50: Isn't college fun? 
50-100: Apply for PE credit. 
100-150: Apply for two PE credits. 
150 and above: Apply for health insurance. 

I I 
11. TENNIS COURTS score: 3 pts 

o 

during a game: 10 pis 
during the tournament: 50 pis 

PARKING 

on Brenneman's coffee table: 5 pis 
.----------1 without spilling the tea: 10 pis 

/ 1 4. DEWING score: 3 pts 

ACADEMY STREET 

I .1 in the STAR TREK room: 5 pis 

q ': during class: 10 pts 
OLDS{UPTON 

II 
6. TROW score: -3 pis 

on the fire escape: 5 pis 

'-...... --~- PARKING 

5. CHAPEL score: 3 pts 
on the altar: 5 pis 

making the bells rin~ 

~ 

1. THE QUAD score:3 pts 
in broad daylight: 5 pts 

during commencement: 25 pts 

7. DEWATERS score: -3 pis ----..... -
roommate present: 5 pis 

"curly-haired guy" present: 10 pis 

('PARKING~ 
8. HICKS CENTER score: 3 pIs 

in SAGA: 5 pis 
on the conveyor belt: 15 pIs 
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Letters to the editor 

Dear sirs, 
I am writing to protest. 

Sincerely, 

A concerned student 

Dear editor, 
I am writing to protest the repeated portrayal of humorous things 

and incidents in your paper's cartoons as laughable and somehow 
funny. This is insulting to all of your readers who have ever been 
laughed at, and only serves to promote the stereotype of the 
ridiculous, silly and even the aggravating as objects of mockery and 
scorn. 

Sincerely, 

An otTended student 

MAIN. 

HOUSE s&re: 3 pts -' 
on the porch: 5pts 

on the swing-up gate: 10 pis 

NATATORIVM 

'1. 

2, HOBEN score: -3 pts 
roommate present: 5 pts 

9, ATHLETIC CENTER score: 3 pis 
wearing fencing gear: 10 pis 
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From the editor ... 

The Index and Apathy 

by T~ Webster 

the index weekly 

editor: Tim Webster 

associate editors: 
Kristine A1twies K'88 

Anne Fildew K'88 

Mark Crilley K'88 
Robert Farlie K'86 
Josef Marker K'88 

David Torresen K'87 
Brian Walsh K'88 

Betsy Whiting K'88 

"[he Index welcomes all letters to the editor, with the following reser
vations: 

-All submissions must be signed. 
-Responses to articles must be received within ten days of the 

original article's appearonce. 
-\-Wth the author'S permission lengthy submissions may be con

densed. 
-Creative work (poems, stories) is generally discouraged. Save it 

for the Cauldron, please. 
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Brenneman chats 
with students 

by Tim Webster 

Thursday evening President 
Breneman and Dean of Students 
LaPlante met with students for the 
traditional Quarterly "fireside 
chat." Breneman opened the 
meeting with a discussion of the 
capitol campaign, and plans for 
the use of the 45 million dollars it 
is hoped to produce. Afterwards 
Breneman and LaPlante answered 
students' questions on a variety of 
concerns, from studio space for 
the art department to perceived 
security problems. 

Breneman described the capitol 
campaign as ..... very 
ambitious ... colleges our size 
typically run 20-25 million dollar 
campaigns ... everything we do for 
five years will be part of the cam
paign." In order to achieve the 
schools ambitious goals, 
Breneman expects to spend much 
of the next five years raising 
money off-campus. 

About a third of the funds receiv
ed will most likely be used for 
basic "brick and mortar projects." 
Five such projects are currently 
planned: 

1.) Construction of a new 
science building to replace 
OldsUpton 

2.) Renovation of Stetson Chapel 
(these renovations are of course 
already underway; they should be 
completed by February) 

3.) Additions made to Upjohn 
Library 

4.) Renovations to the Hicks 
Center 

5.) Construction of indoor tennis 
courts. 
This last item seemed to meet with 
some student disapproval; 
Breneman explained that the col
lege has been offered funds ear
marked specifically for such con
struction; the college has not 
chosen to build the indoor courts 
with unspecified funds. 

In addition to this "brick and 
mortar" work, capitol campaign 
funds will go towards the general 
improvement of the school and its 
programs. "Several million" is 
slated for student aid, faculty 
development, and enrichment of 
the academic program. 

Breneman felt the capitol cam
paign would not only provide 
much-needed funds, but also im
prove the image of the school. As 
part of the campaign a variety of 
public relation "slick brochures" 
and presentations have been pro
vided, and hopefully these will 
draw in quality students as well as 
money. 

In respnse to a student's ques
tion, Breneman said that there 
were no current plans to provide 
additional studio space for the art 
department, despite claims that 
there have been several student 
requests for such space. "Bernard 
Palchick has not given me an 
unambiguous signal that we need 
more space for the art 
d~rtment," Breneman explain
ed, although he added that 
unspecified funds could be used 
for such a project if the need ex
ists. 

PORTRAITS AT RANDOM 

by Elizabeth Whiting 

Breneman defended the 
presence of the tennis tournament, 
despite its inconvenience and the 
sometimes annoying behavior of 
the tennis players. Kalamazoo Col
lege makes a profit on the tourna
ment, he explained, and the tour
nament can be seen as a contribu
tion to the larger community of 
Kalamazoo. 

The issue of parking was briefly 
discussed; Breneman and 
LaPlante admitted that parking 
space was sometimes scarce and 
often inconvenient, no plans are 
being made for additional parking 
areas. 

A few students voiced concern 
over campus security, particularly 
the absence of adequate lighting 
on upper campus. Steps are being 
taken to deal with the problem of 
lighting, but LaPlante ~fressed the 
importance of s t-.:dent awareness 
and activity in dealing with securi
ty problemS. Most "incidents" in
cluded outer doors of dorms being 
propped open, for example. 

After the "chat," Breneman and 
LaPlante discussed briefly with In
dex editor Tim Webster the future 
status of both the Index and 
WJMD, the campus radio station. It 
was recognized that the leadership 
of these organizations requires 
more time than the present system 
currently allows, but no definite 
alternative was proposed. 

NOTICE 

The Index, as you might notice from the staff box, 
does not have sufficient student support to con
tinue as a weekly. We have two options: 

1.) continue as a biweekly or 
2.) receive enthusiastic student support. 

It's up to you. Come to the Index postmortem SlUl

day evening at 8pm ... it can't possibly hurt. 

Capitol campaign records 

record year 

by Lisa Harnish 

At the end of Kalamazoo College's Fiscasl year,July I, 1985 to June 
31, 1986, the Annual Rund rose 14%, or $1,000 over last year's 
amount to S832,234. This is the second year in a row that the Fund 
has exceeded its original goal. 

The money raised by the Fund is not designated for any special 
campus project, according to Sue Butters, the Annual Fund Director. 
It is used as a budget balancer, which can include Student Aid, 
Physical Plant repairs, Library holdings, etc. 

Kalamazoo College's efforts in Fund raising have placed us in the 
top 19% of colleges and universities in the country with significant in
creases in donations by alumni. Alumni play an important role in the 
Annual Fund raising. They contributed more than half the amount 
raised and their participation has increased from 24% to 35% in the 
the past two years. 

Because of the alumni's efforts, K College had the significant honor 
of being a finalist in the U.S. Steel Alumni Giving Incentive "Most Im
proved" Award (a part of their education support program). Unfor· 
tunately, we did not win, but the Annual Fund Director was delighted 
that the College was a finalist. 

In addition to the Alumni, students on campus were very helpful in 
raising large amounts of money. Approximately 120 studetns partic
pated in each of the Phonathons held last Fall and Spring Quarters. 
Because of their success, Sue Butters plans to hold more Phonathons. 
The next one will happen this Fall Quarter. 

Quadstock eagerly anticipated 

Once agian the quad will be the site of Kalamazoo College's own 
musical festival: Quadstock, as it is affectionately known. Quadstock 
will feature a variety of campus, local and Detroit-area bands, playing 
a variety of musical styles, but all of them will be basically rock-n-roll. 

The show is being organized by Carsten Ramke, WJMD's station 
manager, and Doug Nelson, head of Students for Alternate Entertain
ment. the event is sponsored by Student Activities. 

All campus musical groups are invited to participate in the August 
16 extravaganza. Already lined-up is the neopostfolk-revival outfit, 
Angry! Young!! Men!! 1, and a yet unnamed R + B band; several 
other campus groups are expected to perform as well. Interested 
musicians should contact Carsten Ramke. 

In addition to K's amateur bands, Quadstock will feature semi
professional/professional bands: Crossed Wires from the Detroit area 
Murder of Crows, and Memories of Tomorrow from the Kalamaz~ 
area. 

Ramke guarantees "mind-numbing fun for all participants and 
spectators." The event will take place after a "nummy SAGA picnic." 
Dancing is required. 

#~$¥i-Jg 
OH 'W CAN )()U 6a::_. 

America the BeautIful. 
Forest Setvice, U.S.D.A. 



From the editor: 

the Spandex 

If you have to explain you joke, as the old adage goes, it's not funny 
anymore. However, judging by the response to the Spandex, the "In
dex parody" issue, a word or three of explanation and apology is 
necessary. 

Out of the various criticisms and complaints offered among the let
ters printed here, I take most seriously the issue of the "Rob Fairlie" 
letter. I felt , and still feel , that the letter had a point, but it was 
mishandled in that 1) it was unsigned, since I wanted to place the 
name "Robert" Fairlie wherever possible; 2) it was not clearly labeled 
"opinion". This was, very simply, a very unprofessional mistake, and 
I offer my apologies to Maureen Francis in particular and the Index 
readership in general. 

When we put together the back page, we discussed placing some 
sort of disclaimer, (Le. "This is aimed at the stupidity of the adver
tisements, not an attack on women," or a simple, "we don't really 
believe this. "). I really didn't think that some would believe that the 
Index stal! viewed women (or men) as hyperselfconscious about their 
bodies, and a caveat lector would only diminish the irony of the 
"follish female" banner. 

Likewise, the ' Jesus Loves" picture lacked a disclaimer because I 
thought the very tackiness of a heart-shaped, melodramatic crucific
tion bumper sticker was immediately obvious and funny. In the same 
way, I find pictures of matters on black velvet funny, although there is 
nothing particularly humorous about the "sport" of bullfighting. I 
have nothing against religiort or religious icons, only against kitsch. 

My point here, I suppose, is that I misjudged my audience's sense of 
humor. In no way was the Spandex meant as an attack on women, 
feminism, and religion. 

Here I am faced with a bit of a dilelJt!Tla. I would like to encourage 
further contributions to the Index, since we need help to produce 
"quality material," and yet 1) I don't wartt this debate to drag on and 
on, for the sake of the paper and Maureen Francis, who I'm sure 
would like to forget it, 2) Some may feel uncomfortable writing for the 
Index after the Spandex episode. 

I will try to answer all further responses to the Spandex and this col
umn, although. I can't promise they will be printed; hopefully, further 
issues of the Index will be produced and recieved critically, and with a 
sense of humor. 

editor. Tim Webear 

uaod ... editora: 
Kristine Altwiea K'88 

ANIe Fildcw K'88 

Mark Crilley K'88 

Josef Marker K'SS 

Betsy Whiting K'SS 
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Letters 
" . . . the Index welcomes with open 
arms the submissions and sugges
tions of those who find us palitically 

and/or morally incorrect. " 
-TIm Webster, editor 

Sounds great, doesn't it? It ap
pears as if the new eidtor was enc
couraging the paper to continue to 
serve in part as a catalyst to 
discussion, debate, and promotion 
of issues considered relevant to 
members of the college communi
ty. What he forgot to mention was 
that those who express opinions 
contrary to those of the Index stal! 
can expect to be mocked and 
ridiculed by the stal! itself in later 
issues. Not exactly a great way to 
"welcome" differing opinions. 

Specifically, I am referring to the 
letter to the editor "Index Article 
Sexist" by Maureen Francis and 
the subsequent Spandex's 
satirical letter to the editor by "Rob 
Farlie". The first letter was written 
by a concerned student who felt 
compelled to express her disap
proval of what she considered the 
sexist portrayal of women in an In
dex cartoon. Having read Tim 
Webster's opening statement one 
would expect, as she probably 
had, that such an opinion would be 
welcomed. Kinda ... but. . . kinda 
NOT! 

The following week's satirical 
Index, the Spandex, was not as 
light hearted as it appeared. In the 
Spandex's letters to the editor 
section a letter was included 
which discussed Index cartoons 
making obvious references to 
Maureen Francis' letter. This sup
posedly humorous issue made 
mockery of Maureen Francis by 
belittling her opinions as 
ridiculuous in a blatant effort by 
the Index stal! to attack opposing 
viewpoints. 

I did not and still do not agree 
with Maureen Francis that the in
itial cartoon was sexist; in fact, I 
thought it was quite funny. 
However, I do believe she has a 
right to express her opinion and 
expect to be treated fairly (Le. 
without ridicule) by the Index stal!. 
If this is not true then she and the 
campus comrnmunity have been 
seriously mislead by Tim 
Webster's opening statement of 
policy. Yes, the Index stafT has the 
prerogative of attacking whomever 
it chooses it its own paper. 
However, if that is going to be its 
policy, let is be so stated. Which is 
it going to be?: a paper that en
courages debate and discussion 
and treats differing opinions fairly, 
or a paper that "welcomes" any 
and all opinions only to then attack 
those who oppose the fndex staff. 

PatrickjQseph Mahany K'SS 

To the editor: 

I am writing in response to the 
Spandex issue of. the Index. It 
was a satire issue, and, like most 
satires, was more successful with 
certain subjects th!W others. I 
found the back page more 
depressing than funny, but I 
understood the idea behind it. 
While I didn't giggle and leer over 
the campus "sexual obstacle 
course", I appreciated the amount 
of creativity and imagination that 
had gone into it. And the editorial 

to the 
entitled "Apathy" and consisting 
of blank space was pretty good, I 
thought. I worked on the Index for 
a quarter, and I know that it can be 

a tough job, even with a good 
editor. So I decided, after reading 
the Spandex, that the Index 
editors and staff had done an okay 
job. With one exception. 

That exception was the satirical 
letter signed by "Rob Fairlie", 
which castigated theIndex for the 
"repeated portrayal of 
humorous . . . cartoons". The letter 
was clearly a response to a recent 
ietter to the editor which had 
criticized a cartoon in the paper 
that the writer felt was sexist. The 
Spandex letter was an unabashed 
attempt to poke fun at the student's 
letter, to trivialize the points that 
the student was making, and to 
humiliate the student. 

"Humilate" is a strong word, But 
I think it is applicable here . The 
dictionary definition of "satire" is 
"the use of ridicule in exposing, 
denouncing, or deriding vice, folly, 
etc. 2. a literary composition, in 
verse or prose, in which human 
folly, vice, etc., are held up to 
scorn, derision, or ridicule." The 
back page of the Spandex was 
satire because it held up an absurd 
perception of women and their 
priorities to ridicule. The editorial 
on apathy was a satire because it 
denounced another human 
folly-that of disinterest and 
passivity. The "Rob Fairlie" letter 
Was trying to denounce 
humorlessness, but it failed 
because a) it was a personal at
tack, and b) it was an inaccurate 
attack. The student who criticized 
the cartoon was not condemning 
cartoons or humor per se. Rather, 
she was questioning whether that 
particular cartoon was appropriate 
or even funny. Inaccurate, per
sonal vendettas do not make good 
satire. 

More serious than the question 
of good satire, however, is the 
issue of the integrity' and profes
sionalism of the Index itself. I 
believe that both were damaged 
by the Fairlie letter. The Index, 
like any newspaper, has always 
had a specific point of view. As 
David Torresen pointed out in an 
editorial last quarter, that is in
evitable, and', in fact, desirable. 
With each new quarter, we get a 
new editor who has different 
priorities and opinions than the 
preceding one. In my opnion, that 
keeps the Index fresh. The editor 
has the right and the responsibility 
to express his or her viewpoint on 
the Opinion page, in the editorial. 
That is what editorials are for. If 
the editor or a member of the In
dex stal! disagreed with the stu
dent who wrote the letter, he or 
she, like any other member of this 
community, could have replied by 
letter or statement, clearly, on the 
opinion page, with a signature. 
The Index staff had no business 
indulging in sarcasm and 
anonymity in such 8 case. 

By lashing out anonymously at 
at a student who used the Index as 
a forum to express her opinion, the 
editor and stal! have essentially 
denied that forum to the college 
community. Every paper has to 
provide a place for comment and 
even criticism by its readership. 
This keeps the Index everybody's 
paper; readers who may disagree 
with its viewpoint can still have a 
voice. The Spandex letter sent the 
message that we, the readers, may 
express ourselves, but at our own 
risk, if we make any criticisms. Not 

editor: 
only will we be denied respect, but 
those denying us will do so 
maliciously and under cover. 

I do not believe that the Index 
editor and stal! purposely set out to 
destroy the prinCiple of free 
speech with this letter. I have liked 
this quarter's issues up to the 
Spandex, and no doubt there will 
be some other good ones before 
the summer ends. But I do think 
the the Index has behaved irr
responsibly in this case, and has 
let all of us down. 

Monica Chojnacka, K'S7 

To the Index: 

Last quarter , the anti
homosexuality graffiti in Dewing 
provoked student anger and 
disgust. People were appalled at 
the thought of such juvenile ac
tions being representative of our 
school. The current assault on 
women by ,,'Ie Index is very 
reminiscent of such activities. This 
has not been an isolated incident 
in the Index, but rather several 
compiled. There seems to be a 
trend to find the degraciation of 
women humorous. I am not a man
hater, but I will not allow myself to 
be degraded. 

The other week the Index 
published a cartoon that was 
derogatory towards women. It was 
not blatantly sexist, but its humor 
relied on stereotypes of the female 
sex that are blatantly sexist. 
Maureen Francis' letter aptly 
described my feelings about the 
cartoon. The parody of her letter in 
the last Index discouraged me 
from writing, for fear that I too 
would be made fun of for the crime 

• of expressing my view. After talk
ing to other people about The 
Spandex, I found enough people 
agreed with my viewpoint to give 
me the courage to write. 

As I looked at the final page of 
thejuly 25 Index, the fll'St thing to 
catch me attention was the title 
"case of those FOOLISH 
FEMALES." I asked myself, "Why 
are they foolish?" I read on and 
discovered they were foolish for 
being female. Every display and 
cartoon on the page was aimed at 
the degradation of women. The 
contents of last Friday's page 
made me very angry and deeply 
offended me. I assume that 
whoever designed the page con
sidered it very funny . The 
responses provoked in me by the 
article were shock, anger, humilia
tion and frustration, not amuse
ment. 

One display contained the in
nuendo that women . with large 
breasts are more attractive, 
popular and affectionate. The pic
tures of the women even had the 
faces blacked out to further em
phasize the importance of breasts. 
It stated that a woman can't be "a 
complete feminine beauty without 
a warmly rounded, lovely bust 
contour "I disagree. There is 
much more to a woman than the 
size of her breasts. The cartoon ad 
stated that only if you have large 
breasts can you have an exciting 
social life and ever hope to gElt 
married. Also, many small· 
breasted women do seem to have 



the 
dates and get married. I do not 
measure my value by the size of 
my breasts, just as I would not 
judge a man by the size of his 
penis. I hope most men realize 
they are marrying a person, not a 
pair of breasts. 

Another highly offensive display 
on the back page was of a woman 
who douches with Lysol. I found 
this particularly offensive. It car
ries the connotation that women's 
bodies are ftlthy and germ-filled. 
This is a very destructive, 
disgusting image. It insinuates that 
vaginas are something to be 
ashamed of, that must be ritually 
purified. I don't see the point of 
making a woman think or feel her 
body is something germfilled and 
dirty, and I don't fmd it funny, not 
at all. 

A third example of the sexist 
ideals displayed on the final page, 
was the cartoon about halitosis or 
bad breath. I had never realized it 
was limited to the female gender. I 
would be interested to learn how 
the male sex avoids halitosis. This 
is just another ad that makes 
women feel uncomfortable about 
their bodies. 

The entire page was filled with 
ads that point out how dirty, smel
ly, and imperfec.t female bodies 
are. I don't see how this is funny. If 
it is so hysterical, how come there 
weren't any pictures of imperfect 
males for women to laugh at? The 
female body has been a source of 
ridicule long enough. I don't think 
Kalamazoo College should help 
promote that image. Women have 
worked long and hard to over
come the stigma of their bodies 
and sexuality. I would hope that 
Kalamazoo College was liberal
minded enough to respect and 
honor that. 

I believe that the display was 
supposed to ridicule the attitudes 
of an earlier era, but the problem 
is that those attitudes IiV!l on for 
many people. Such humor is not 
harmless, because many women 
still believe the old stereotypes. 
The sexual revoludtion hasn't 
been completed. It is too early for 
the old stereotypes to be parodied, 
because many still believe they are 
the truth. I hope that the Index will 
be more careful and considerate 
with their future attempts at 
humor. 

Monica Hartman K'87 

To the Editor: 

judging from the material 
presented in the July 18th issue of 
the Index, the "Spandex" issue, it 
appears that there is a lack of 
quality material for publication. 
Whv else would the Index present 
such a tasteless, insensitive issue 
that was certain to offend many 
readers. Although the front page 
"Jesus Loves" illustration through 
the last page clippings that were 
degrading to people may have 
been intended to be humorous, 
many members of the college 
community did not find it amusing 
and were offended. 

In the july 18th issue space was 
not used efficiently. If there is a 
lack of quality material to publish. 
the Index should forego pUblishing 

Spandex 
for a week and return the $167 per 
issue printing cost to the student 
commission to help other student 
organizations. Of the $5255.05 
budgeted by student commission 
for student organizations this sum
mer, the Index received $2250.00. 
The justifiCation for budgeting the 
Index with nearly half $5255.05 
was the benefits that the college 
community receives from a strong 
Index publishing weekly issues. 
But when there isn;t quality 
material for an issue, wasting stu
dent money (some of it from the 
$5 student activities fee on each 
student's bill) is not responsible. 

Student CommissIon 

To the Editor: 

I am writing to you in response 
to the last issue of the Index, the 
"humorous", "satirical" issue of 
fifth week. I must admit that I was 
not terribly impressed with the 
material. I found several pieces of 
offensive material included in this 
copy of the Index. 

I was particularly offended by 
the picture of jesus on the front 
page, not because it was there, but 
because of the other material and 
nature of the issue. It seemed as 
though the reporters made fun of 
every aspect of our community life 
at the expense of the students. I 
am a Christian and I fumly believe 
that Jesus died and rose again for 
our salvation and I hope that later 
issue with references to jesus 
would do so in a constructive, in
tellectual, and informative man
ner. 

I also found the Obstacle Course 
in the middle pages disgusting and 
in bad taste. The last page of the 
issue deserves no comment other 
than that it blasted women and 
treated them very cruelly, as ob
jects of male selfishness rather 
than as human beings. I must ad
mit that I did enjoy the creativity 
and humor involved in the letter 
on apathy. Unfortunately, that was 
the best written article in the whole 
issue! 

I've heard from friends involved 
in Student Commission that many 
of the budgets were cut because 
the Index needed the money for 
the weekly issues. I am angered 
that our money is being spent (or 
not spent as the case may be!) for 
issues of the Index such as the last 
one. I feel that the college com
munity should be spared of such 
feeble attempts at journalism. 

Daryl Dickhudt 

P.S. I dare you to print my letter! 

Letter To The Editor: 

Addled thoughts on Kalamazoo College 
and driving Midwestern Highways 

Once I was driving on the 
freeway with a friend from 
Switzerland, and we got stuck for 
fifteen minutes behind a blue Lin
coin doing 45 in the left lane. "He 
must be old," I said by way of 
judgement, "And he's probably 
wearing a hat," said the Swiss girl 
in the. passenger seat. When we 
finally got around him, we saw that 
both were proven true. 

In the last two weeks of my self
imposed "vacation" in the Wiscon
sin Northwoods, I have found 
myself compelled by the 
mysterious inner-forces of love 
and self-preservation to undertake 
a series of hell-bent-for-mileage 
treks across the vast Midwest of 
our democracy, and today, on 
another trip to Chicago, I fmally 
realized the root of the problem 
that makes the very thought of a 
long trip make me break out in 
hives: there are simply far too 
many evil "people" with drivers' 
licenses; people with no respect 
for the fact that sometimes I like to 
drive at 80 miles an hour, that 
sometimes (Indeed often) I want to 
roll the windows down, turn the 
rock 'n' roll station all the way up, 
and get where rm going. When I 
want to drive like this, I tend to 
keep up at least my end of an im
aginary arguementt-lSt fight with 
the offending driver going 5 below 
speed limit in the left hand lane. 

if we are a society that values ends 
more mearIS, then let's always put 
ends before mearIS; if the goal is 
more important than the journey, 
then let's go all the way with it, full 
bore. Perhaps there really is no 
middle ground. Perhaps in 
America there is no room for a 
middle ground. If there is no time 
or space to stop and smell the 
roses, as it were, then let's really 
live that way. 

Surely, this is the prevalent at
titude at Kalamazoo College. I 
think no one in Admissions would 
deny that one of the school's big 
drawing cards is that it can boast 
80 percent placement (or 
whatever the number is) after 
graduation. It wouldn't be in the 
bulletin if it weren't important to 
prospective students and their 
parents. Despite simultaneous 
claims of offering a liberal educa
tion, K is undeniably an extremely 
goal oriented place, as goal 
oriented as they come in a society 
where upwardly mobile is a 
respected norm. Goal oriented, I 
often feel, to the point of being on 
the critical list. Try as you might, it 
is usually very difficult to fmd a tru
ly liberally-educated student on 
campus, and this is supposed to be 
the doctrine we espouse. I have 
known a few, maybe 5 or 6 in 
three years, but they have mostly 
fled, with or without their degrees, 

simply to come to K. The oppor
tunities to learn are tremendous. 
Listening to George Wald for two 
days when I was a freshman is 
something I still consider one of 
the most fantastic events and op
portunities of my life. That man 
told me things. Things like that go 
on at K all the time, are there for 
no reason other than their con
sumption. And still we have to 
have the Liberal Arts Colloquium 
Credit program so that people 
won't miss them, to ensure that 
they simply won't bide their time, 
do their time, you might say at the 
Burger King, and let the 
possibilities go by. 

Actually, I think it was that I 
often believe in this fantasy of 
Kalamazoo for Kalamazoo's sake 
that allowed me to come to 
Wisconsin for the summer, to take 
a "vacation," of "exile" term (as it 
may well be), to read the books I 
want to read, to write what I want 
to write, to just sit around if I want 
to just sit around. It was the belief 

'in this fantasy that allowed me to 
stop by the river near my house 
this morning to pick some wild 
daisies and black-eyed-susan to 
stick in the ashtray of my car 
before losing my mind on Highway 
45. Certainly, it mearIS spending 
an extra summer in Kalamazoo, 
but I know that it's worth it. Spring 
quarter left me with as yet an un-

"0 I'm sorry 1m so goddamned young." 

"Look," I scream, "the right lane 
o~ned up, you can move over 
nowl" This sort of delerium adds 
nothing to the safety factor, as dur
ing most of my verbal assaults, my 
hands don't remain on the wheel, 
but rather fly around the interior of 
the car to punctuate my effort in 
cleaning up America's highways. 

Two weeks of this has lead me to 
consider two possible solutions to 
the problem. First, (and this would 
be rather expensive, but what the 
hell, we can take it out of the 
defense budget), is a systematic 
program of maiming, and therby 
rendering incable of license 
possession, of repeat offenders. 
People with "Take It Easy" 
bumper stickers, or anyone driv
ing a Winnebago with a bicycle 
tied to the front would not be given 
the benefit of the doubt. This 
would be a simple as the blinding 
of one eye, or a couple of com
pound fractures . This sort of thing 
would work well and be quite ef
fective, I think, and God knows we 
would all be better off for it. 

However, in case the upriZht
minded voting public wouldn't go 
for such an admittedly radical 
move, out other choice is to re
think and re-evaluate the 
American mind-set toward 
freeway driving. If America is , as ' 
we boast, a "nation on the move," 
then let's be a nation on the move; 

to live in their own mostly cynical 
worlds, but worlds, hopefully at 
least, of their own making. I have 
even met one or two among this 
year's freshman class, and 
although many of them still harbor 

, the vestiges of a save-the world at-
tituQe, I figure four years in 
Kalamazoo will kill that, but i 
already know that they willleam 
something, about themselves, 
and America and the rest of the 
world, and this leaves me with at 
least a basis for some kind of 
hope. For the most part, however, 
K students are there to put in their 
requisite 11 quarters (a degree 
from K looks good, damnit, after 
all), and then get on with it. This 
is saddening, true, but if you don't 
believe it, just look around. (If you 
seek a pleasant peninsula ... ). 

Sometimes I indulge myself in 
the crazy thought that maybe I am 
getting my edcuation' at 
Kalamazoo College for the sake of 
gelling my education at 
Kalamazoo College. That I go 
there for a few months every now 
and then to learn, if nothing else, 
what I am about. Granted, I nor
mally begin to think this after a 
beer of two, but goddamnit, it is 
possible. A good look at the faculty 
will prove that (the administration, 
on the other hand, is a different 
subject). A good reason for com
ing to K is, not to Qet out of K. but 

Patty Smith 

counted number of psychological 
and emotional scars, as it did 
many of my friends-it was a living 
hell, for real, but I am healing now, 
and I know, from this distance, 
that Kalamazoo can be and is a 
very good place, there is nowhere 
else that can offer me as much. But 
I have to give something too, 
namely my own effort to make it a 
place that I want to be. This, per
chance, is the secret; this, per
chance, is what people like Gail 
Griffin and many like her on the 
faculty have been saying, or trying 
to say andor get through my head 
since I first heard them talk 
freshman fall. I don't know, man, 
maybe a certain salvation does lie 
somewhere ... 

Anyway, I'm in Milwaukee now, 
on the north side. It's a beautiful ci
!yo I'm going to drive to Chicago, 
spend the night, and then tomor
row pick jeff and Kerstin up at 
Union Station. Then I'm going to 
g~t in the car, roll the windows 
down, put Roxy Music on the tape 
player at Volume 10, and drive 90 
all the way back to Phlox, Wiscon
sin, where it is quiet and there is 
nothing but trees and cows for five 
miles in any direction. Or maybe I 
will stop for a couple of hours by 
that big field of sunflowers near 
Appleton and stare at them for a 
while. ~ maybe .. . 

Nathan Guequierre 
K'87 (?) 



Kalamazoo Hijinks 

a whimsical look at Kalamazoo's fun spots 

by Tim Webster 

I have to confess; I have always loved the Koffee Kup. The K's alone 
would clinch it; words mispe11ed with perverse deliberation send 
shivers up 'n' down my spine. One does not go to the Koffee Kup for 
the food, even for the Kolfee; one goes for, ahem, "color" and to rein
force one's feel for coolnessJbeatnessl"bohemian" sensibility. The 
ghost of Jack Kerouac may walk in the door at any moment. 

The last time I was in the Kolfee Kup I heard "Sometimes When We 
Touch" for the first time in years . . . only a bittersweet experience. 
The jukebox is an amazing thing. Out of a sense of reverence, I have 
always been afraid to approach it and explore its mysteries, but if you 
brave your way to the rear of the diner you will find a treasurehouse of 
musical nostalgia and contemporary countryiwestem and pop. 

Consider the dear-pictures of bowling teams, a quaintly worded 
"rules of the house" over the counter, plastic-veneered tables, red 
vinyl booths-it is pure, unadulterated heat. One day my home will 
look like this. 

And the patrons! "A bunch of wierdos," a friend comments as I 
write. These are people with character. Check out the cleverly (or 
blatently) obscene T-shirts (smile if you want to f-k) , the tatoos, the 
nicotineslained fingers ... this is a world that could care less about 
Yuppies or Kalamazoo College. This is that mythical realm, The Real 
World. 

Yes, I love the Kolfee Kup, and face it bucko, you will too if you 
haven't been there. It's located on Portage Road down past the 
hospital .. . the sign is huge, you can't miss it. Open all night from 
Monday to Friday. Go in and have a kup 0' koffee. 

A Man For All Seasons 

The issues of balance and 
priorities of a man's "private con
scious versus his public duties" 
has caused many a rift throughout 
English history, most notably in 
the cases of Saint Thomas a' 
Becket and Sir Thomas More, the 
latter of which is the subject of 
Robert Bolt's finely-crafted play A 
Man For All Seaaonll-

Like Becket, More is a man who 
is willing to die rather than betray 
his heart. He is an honest man in a 
lime when people would easily 
change sides for the right sum. His 
refusa1 to sign an oath related to 
the Act of Succession, or even 
comment on the subject signs, in 
turn, his death sentence. His purity 
of spirit sets him fatally against the 
entirety of King Henry vm's court 
under the direction of Thomas 
Cromwell (Tom Small), who 
quickly admits that "It must be 
done by law" but quickly follows 
with "It's just a matter of finding 
the right law. Or making one." 

Robert M. Hefley has the difficult 
task of capturing the complexity 
and humanity of More. From the 
moment he fIrst takes the stage un
til the fatal verdict, Hefley crafts a 
man deep enough to purposefully 
break ties with his friend the Duke 
of Norfolk (Robert Dewey) (who 
eventually must cast his penalty) 
and then turn around to joke with 
his beloved daughter Margret 
(Kym Kelchak) or fend off his 
wife's (Peg Small) desperate at
tempts to force him into taking a 
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stand to save his life. Although this 
show highlights many fme talents, 
Hefley is reason enough to see this 
production. 

Dewey and Tom Small both 
develop stylish charactf'.rs with 
possible more in commmon than 
they would care to admit. While 
Small is the obvious antagonist, 
Dewey must fIght the same fight as 
~ore only without the same 
strength of purpose. Dewey turns 
in his usual sophisticated perfor
mance and is particularly strong in 
a scene where More resolves to 
end their friendship for the good of 
the Duke who is caught between 
love for More and the realization of 
self preservation. 

In straying from historical fact to 
an introduction of Everyman, Bolt 
makes a dramatic choice in the 
creation of a character called The 
Common Man (Walter E. Ash). Not 
quite a conscious but more than a 
chorus, The Common Man nar
rates historical texts, while adding 
personal explications of the action 
often with an uncannily perceptive 
sense of humor. Also playing the 
laborers of the show (bartender, 
boatman, jailer, executioner), Ash 
moves this production along with 
charm and understandin and acts 
as a guide for an audience with 
consciouses of their own. 

One other performance that 
deserves recognition, although 
there was not an obviously weak 
performance from any cast 
member, is Jim Bunzli as Master 

Richard Rich, who typifies the 
society which has built itself on 
greed and poSition, the nobility of 
which, as More says, "would have 
slept through the sermon on the 
mount." The interesting thing 
about Rich is in his dualtiy of 
nature. While he can be bought by 
anyone for a deserving price, there 
are moments of lamentations 
when one is made to wonder if he 
wouldn't rather be secure next to 
More and his heart. Bunzli does an 
excellent job of playing both sides 
of this nature without seeming In
decisive, merely a bit regretful and 
adds grace to what could have 
been a rather graceless character. 

On a production level, this play 
is not so smooth. Greg Roshrick's 
sparce set proves its flexibility but 
small items of furniture often seem 
out of place. While Nelda Balch's 
direction works conVincingly 
around this, there are at least two 
instances of actors talking for 
lengthy periods with their backs to 
the audience which seemed more 
distracting than necessary. There 
are also times when horns are 
sounded, most notibly King 
Henry's, which sound, rather than 
regal, cliche and scratchy. These 
minor points aside, this is a 
beautiful production although 
quite long and a bit too slow in 
places. None of these however, 
dim the richness of the talent on 
this stage and it is the acting and 
the intricate script that make this 
prodUction a winner. 

" 



Light Announces 
Faculty Changes ~~~ill\i 

Dr. Timothy Light, new pro
vost and professor of linguistics 
and Asian studies was expected 
to announce the appointments 
of 16 new faculty members and 
seven terminations of employ
ment for the 1986-87 academic 
year today_ 

In a college board meeting 
Light, who served as professor 
and chairman of East Asian 
languages and literature at 
Ohio State University, replaced 
Dr_ Warren Board as provost 
since 1978_ The job entails the 
responsibility for academic pro
gramming at the college_ 

"Firat I have to -get ac
quainted with the college end 
find out how things work," S8id 
Light In e recent interview in his 
office, "I will strive to meintain 
the excellent quality of the col
lege, end thet sterts with the h1r
ing and keeping of the best 
possible faculty_" 

Light S8id that the college 
wents its permanent feculty 
members to have the "terminal 
degree" in their fleld _ 

New appointments to K's 
feculty for the upcoming school 
year include Arthur Howerd; e 
visiting essoclete professot of 
Chemistry (one-year leave 
replecement), Miloslav Ber
nllsek; a visiting professor of 
Economics and Business Ad
ministration (two-year leave 
repillcement), Scott Friesner; 
assistant professor of English 
(one-year leave replecement), 
Daniel Talayco; instructor of 
Computer Science (one-year 
leave replacement), Leslie 
Tung, assistant profes50r of 
Music (two-yellr, tenure-track 
appointment), Linda Alcoff; 

By Paul Regelbrugge 

esslstant professor of 
Philosophy (two-yeer tenure
trllck eppointment), Louis 
Brakeman; visiting professor of 
Political Science (winter and 
spring querters), Lyn Rllible; 
asslstllnt professor of 
Psychology (two-year tenure
track appointment), Thomas 
Holmes; visiting essistant pro
fessor of Psychology (one-year 
leave replecement), Mergarlto 
Campos; visiting instructor of 
Spenlsh (one-yeu 
appointment), Marcelle Dale; 
visiting professor emeritus of 
Romance Languages (one- year 
appointment), and Anny Plan
cke; visiting instructor of 
French (one-yeer eppointment)_ 

There are three adjunct 
appointment.: Dr. Grethe 
Jacobsen; a medieval historian 
from the University of 
Copenhagen, Dr_ A_ M_ Slade; a 
senior lecturer in the English 
Department at the University of 
Adelaide (Australia), and Pro
fessor Katsuichl Uchidll, from 
Tokyo, Jllpan_ 

Faculty on leave are Mr_ 
Richard Carpenter, and Doctors 
Richerd Cook, Geil Griffin, 
Berne Jacobs, Barry Ross, and 
Philip Thomas_ 

Terminations of faculty ep
polntments include Timothy 
Ehlinger, and Nathan Therien, 
who completed appointments 
as leave replacements, Petricla 
Ponto, who completed a two 
quarter appointment, and 
Joshue Muvumba, Luis Diaz, 
Daniele Rodamllr, and Michael 
McPherson resigned_ 

Drs. Lester Start and Letitia 
Loveless retired, and achieved 
emiritus status. 

MentaU15t Craig Karges' per(ormMlce w.. one of the 
brlghteat momenta in what w.. described by moat 
freshmen .. a "super" K'90 week. 
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K's Homecoming To 
Be At Nazar.eth 

Plans to have K's 1986 
Homecoming dance at the 
Kalamazoo Hilton for the se
cond consecutive year were 
scrapped when the Hilton 
cancelled K's reservations in 
favor of Western Michigan 
University's own homecoming 
celebration. Instead, the dance 
will occur in the Walnut Room 
at Nazareth College on the 
evening of Saturday, October 
18. 

Assistant Dean of Students 
Barb Vogelsang said that K had 
already reserved the Hilton 
ballroom, but Western s 
homecoming takes place on the 
same weekend this year. The 
Hilton figured they would make 
more money from Western due 
to its substantially larger alum
ni association, and " they 
bumped us for Western. " 

"They can do anything they 
want without a deposit," said 
Vogelsang, "and the Hilton 
doesn't even require a deposit 
until four months before the 
event." 

Attempts were immediately 
made to find a viable alternative 
to the Hilton in this area_ K's 
dance took place in Its own 
Anderson Athletic Center two 
yeers ago, but comments about 
having it there again were not 
very favorable. Old Welles was 
also considered, but that is 
where the alumni dance will 
take place. The IIlumni associa
tion offered to merge dances in 
Old Welles, but Vogelsang feels 
that it would be too crowded, as 
the dance and events are geared 
for the alumni. Many other sites 
were considered and attempted, 
but they were either elready 
booked, or many sites ere 
"sometimes biased against col
leges because they are nervous 
about underllge drinking," said 
Vogelsang, 

Finally, President Patrick 
Smith of NlIlllreth College of
fered its ballroom free of 
charge. Money that would 
otherwise be spent on reserving 
a hall will now be used for food, 

By Paul Regelbrugge 

decorations, lind non-lllcoholic 
beverages. There will be no 
alcohol aVllileble lit Nazereth to 
avoid Iiebility lind for safety 
reasons since there will be a lot 
of driving between K lind 
Nazllreth. There will be a free 
shuttle service consisting of col
lege vans to and from Nazareth 
throughout the evening for 
those without trllnsportlltion. 

Patty McCluskey, coor· 
dinator of homecoming ac
tivities and a 1986 K graduete, 
will orgenize committees for 
decorations, etc., lind there will 
be II meeting- for all those In
terested in helping on Monday 
of second week. The meeting 
will also be IInnounced in the 
daily bulletin. 

This yellrs band is called 
Platinum Keys, a group 
originally from Ohio which 
plays a wide array of music and 
is reputedly "excellent" accor
ding to McCluskey and 
Vogelsang, 

K'90 A Big Success 
by Paul Regelbrugge 

Residential Life Co or- more with themselves, but also "icebreakers" on MondllY, 
dlnator Anne Bakker become a bigger part of the various films and movies, c!lnd 
reported that K'90 went "really campus life. the performance of mentallist 
smooth as opposed to recent "We're placing more em- Craig Karges on Friday ellen
years." Her goal was to get the phasis on programming in the . 
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freshmen excited about the col- orms," said Bakker, "We want For the icebreakers, Bakker 
lege by getting them to know everyone to have more fun based her exercises on having 
each other and by showing rather than just busting people floor advisors serve as 
them that the campus has a lot for alcohol, but of course we facilitators to help the students 
to offer, and getting the floor must follow regulations." become comfortable with each 
advisors to do more with the Bakker, a 1985 graduate other on a book called 
freshmen. from Hope College and in her "Playfair." Of just over 300 

Bakker also worked very second year at K, tried to keep freshmen this year, 175 par
hard during this year's floor ad- both the F.A.'s and the ticipated in "Playfair" (50 of 
visor training, which had a freshm~n occupied. Such those were on the Land/Sea pro
theme of "We make excite- events _ mcluded several "well gram), and comments about the 
ment." ~he would like to .see developed" fl?or advisor skits event were very complimentary . 
. the F.A. s not on Iv associate on Sunday night, a series of . 

Athletes Subjected To Drug Testing 
by Jeffrey S. Silverman petitio~ f~r student/athletes Director Bob Kent sees the need athletes participating in inter

co~petmg m NCAA champion- for the program as a result of collegillte sports. Fllilure to 

Following the lead of 
numerous Fortune 500 cor· 
porations and the National 
Football Lellgue, the National 
Collegiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA) has recently enacted 
legislation governing drug 
testing for all student/llthletes. 

The goal of the program, as 
set out in the legisilltion, is to 
"provide clean equitable com-

ships and NCAA certified sign this form results in in-
t f the precllrious position IIthletes 

pos se,~so~ ootbllil bowl are placed in, Kent says, eligibility for participetion in 
games. ThiS comes as no sur- any IIthletic competition 
prise after the tragic death of "Athletes are looked at as Thereafter, the athlete is sub: 
b k b II something more than the man 

as te a superstar Len Bias on the street. They are held in ject to a mandatory urinalysis 
and more recently the startling higher esteem end, liS such, which will be conducted by ran
admission by nlltionlll diving need to be held more accoun- dom drllw, the pllrticipants 
champion and Olympic gold tllble for their actions." playing time or position on the 
medalist Greg Lougainis of his The program, which is cur- tellm, or simply on suspicion. 
alcohol dependency during his rently in effect, involves the Upon testing positive for drugs, 
college years. the Individuel will lose his/her signing of a release form con

Kalamllzoo College Athletic senting to drug testing by 1111 eligibility for at lellst ninety 
dllYs lind II second offense 

results In loss of eligibility for II 
minimum of one yellr. 

According to Kent, this 
program is most likely to be 
just II stepping stone. He envi
sions mllndlltory drug testing lit 
physicIII exems liS II prere
quisite for 1111 IIthletic competi
tion. However, he recognizes 
the constitutionlll conflict in
volved in such II move. This 
issue will be "bettled to hell in 
the courts but It Is one thllt 
needs to be pursued. It Is II 
messy, necesS8ry evil." 



Idle 
Thoughts 

By P. Casey Coston 

Fall Quarter, I .. ue I, 1986: Fall approaches .. . the leaves 
break free from their towering hosts, thus allowing them to pro. ' 
ceed aimlessly toward the ground, guided by the capricious 
nature of the wind; yet there is something new in the air. It is as 
if a new being has been concieved. It crawls forth from its tiny 
embryo in the bowels of Hicks Center, moving ever forward in 
its embarkation. This mysterious entity oozes forth through the 
portals of Hicks, infecting all who dwell within the confines of 
our cozy campus. What nature of being is this intrepid intruder? 
Why it's .... .it's ..... (gasp) the INDEXI 

But enough of my pseudo· poetic rambiings. I don't profess to 
be an English major, and my journalistic skills are amateur at 
best. My major is political science. In fact, there are six senior 
political science majors on our editorial staff. Egads, is the In· 
dex being transformed into a scaled·down version of the Con· 
gressional Quarterly? Of course not, but why are we doing this? 

The illustrious past of our college bugle has been marked by 
high points and low points. This past summer seemed to be ,a 
low point. This Is by no means an indictment nor a persecution 
of our predecessors. It is merely a fact. Interest dwindled and 
criticism swelled. The relatively small staff of the Index was not 
able to meet the urgent demands of a weekly newspaper, so it 
regressed into hibernation, promising a double issue next week, 
yet delivering a single Issue in three weeks. 

Of course, the fault does not lie entirely with the staff. Par· 
ticipation from all sectors of the campus community Is im· 
perative In order to publish a paper which is both interesting and 
Informative to the majority of the college community. Our past 
Index did not have that participation. The ideologlcal·social 
composition of the staff did not facilitate access pOints for the 
different quasi·cllques that compose our diverse student body. 

This is precisely why I and my associates decided to become 
involved with the Index. I doubt if there is anyone, save 
freshman, who doesn't know at least one person on our staff. If . 
you don't, please contact me and we'll have lunch some time. 
With six senior co·editors, the Index Is more readily accessible. 
The Index will be a bl·monthly newspaper, which is adequate for 
our campus yet not overly ambitious. 

What I would like Is Input. This particular column will be 
for better or worse, a familiar sight on page two for the rest of 
the quarter. It is not, however, a structured feature. I may write 
on Mr. Gorbachev one week and Mr. Peabody the next. It all 
depends on what I percieve as a valid issue which the students of 
Kalamazoo College are concerned about. Hopefully, I will know 
what these issues are via input from the campus community. 

It has been brought to my attention that the Index staff for this 
quarter Is a male dominated hot bed of sexism. WOWI A con· 
controversy brewing and we haven't even penned our first issue. 
It Is true that, at this point, women on our staff are outnumbered 
by a 3 toft ratio. If ever there was evidence of blatant sexism, 
that's got to be It. Our college tabloid has fallen Into the hands 
of these new·John Birch repUblicans who have placed Edith 
Bunker on a pedestal as the supreme housewife and mother. 

If I may shed a little light on this Issue, the Index is a voluntary 
student organization. We aren't going to hand·pick people to 
work here in order to fulfill our minority quotas. Anyone is free 
to work with us in order to publish a paper which everyone will 
find Interesting. I realize that an open mind, free of any bias in 
terms of race, sex, religion, etc., is a prerequisite in this liberai 
arts college of ours, and It is naturally our sworn obligation to 
duly persecute and reform any Individual who even hints at go· 
Ing against this established norm. 

I do believe, however, that we are at times a bit overzealous 
in searching for controversies. In our endless crusade to 
enlighten those sheltered individuals who don't see things from 
our receptive and open viewpoint, we must guard against 
becoming hypocritical In assessing their particular opinions. 
We often condemn and label someone as "close minded" 
because his or her ideas don't agree with our own. That is the 
hypocritical trap that we must avoid in promoting our liberal 
arts approach to issues. 

In any event, the enthusiastic staff here at the Index is all at. 
witter in anticlpation of the fall quarter. I can only hope that the 
campus will mIrror our optimism. 

By Ben Gordon 

The importance of the 
Capital Campaign cannot be 
overstated. However, as the 
campaign gets under way, I can 
not help but notice that the 
goals of the campaign have 
taken precedence over the 
general maintenance of our 
buildings and grounds. In an in· 
terview with President 
Breneman on September 26, I 
spoke with him regarding the 
rapid deterioration of the cam· 
pus grounds and the speed at 
which maintenance of the same 
is performed. 

Since early spring the flower 
beds and brick walkways have 
become over taken by weeds. 
Portions of the sidewalks and 
steps are continually buried 
under inches of sand and mud. 
It has become a hazzard to at· 
tempt to walk down the many 
steps surrounding Dewing Hall. 
This is due to the fact that the 

Maintenance 

And Aesthetics 

Negated 

security lighting in this area has 
not been working for the past 
two quarters. There is an array 
of maintenance related pro· 
blems within the residence 
halls, ranging from towel racks 
to leaky ceilings that are dealt 
with on a "priority" basis when 
"someone can get to it." 

I was confident that 
Breneman would alleviate 
my own anxieties as well as 
many others in these areas. He 
did so by " sympathizing and 
sharing in our concerns". 
Breneman confirmed what I had 
hoped was just another viscious 
rumor; that physical plant 
laborers had been pulled from 
their ranks of duty to work on 
the renovation of Stetson 
Chapel as weli as other cam· 

paign goals. The reasoning 
behind this allocative maneuver 
is that this is cheaper than con· 
tracting "outside" labor. 

It is clear to see that the op· 
portunity cost of the capital 
campaign thus far has been the 
aesthitics of our campus and in· 
dividual maintenance concerns 
of the present students. This 
leaves the present students with 
the realization that the comple· 
tion of their" work orders", the 
aesthetics of their campus and 
their personal welfare have 
been sacrificed for the am· 
bitious goals of the campaign. I 
would like to urge the ad· 
ministration to not only look to 
the future, but also to address 
the present concerns of the 
students. 

"Our advertisers Help Sponsor the INDEX, Please help 
Sponsor Their Stores'" 
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Reference Workers: 

The follOlnng are Instructlons on how to index the "INDEX" . 
The creatlon of an Index to the "INDEX" began many years ago but . 
desplte its Importance. has not been maintalned . It IS our Job to 
change that - and to attempt to put a dent in the~O years of past 
Issues that stlll need to be indexed . 

We are attemptlng to complete thlS project because an Index 
of thlS sort 1.'111 prove to be an important additlon to the 
Ilbrary's collectlon . We often have alumni, frlends of alumnl, 
communlty members. etc . searching for informatlon about past 
students, faculty, staff, and speakers at K. A complete lndex of 
the "INDEX" 1.'111 be very helpful in recovering this information 
qUIckly and easlly . 

Please read carefully thefollowing instructions on Indexlng . 
You wlll each recelve one volume of the "INDEX" and a card box to 
keep everythlng organized . Store your cards and "INDEXES" in the 
flle cablnets labelled "lndexlng" near the Index tables . 

I am sure that you 1.'111 find that the process 
slmple and Its actually a~ot of fun to read through 
the "INDEX" . If you have ANYAuest ions PLEASE ask. 
Have Fun!!!!! 

Crystal 
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past years of 
Good Luck and 
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Who 
1 • 

2 . 
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6 . 

Who 
1 • 

2 . 

HOW TO INDEX THE "INDEX" 

to 1 nc 1 ude . 
All persons who attended or are attending K as faculty. 
students, adm1nistratlon, or staff . 
All persons who Vlslted K in a public capacity. 
All persons wlth dlrect connect10ns to K (ie . faculty, 
spouses. trustees, etc.) 
By-l1nes 

-authors of artlcles, poems etc . 
-photographers, cartoonists 

PhotO-SUbJects 
-only lf noted ln a captlon 

"Index" staff members and student commission members 
-only once per quarter 

NOT to include . 
All 11sts - lncludlng team members. dean's list. 
Advertisements , personal advice columns. soclal 
calendars, texts of fictitious works 

etc . 

3 . Joke or mock issues 
4 . The Backpage 
S . "Public" stories - such as movie reVlews, recording 

artlsts, polltlcal figures - unless associated with K 

C. What to do .• 

You will be aSSigned 1 volume at a time . You are to read 
the entlre paper and 1ndex each appropriate name on a 3 x 5 
card accordlng to the following guidelines ..• 

1 . Each card should lnclude the followlng lnformatlon IN 
ORDER: 
a. LAST NAME (in caps), first name, in1tiaL class year 

(If glvenJ 
b. Day. month, year, page ~, column ~ 

Each card should look llke thlS: 
------------------------------------------

PONTO, Tom 
Je 28 , 1990;p.l;c.l 

-------------------------------------------



SPECIFIC GUIDELINES 

A. Name Entry 
1 . If a name appears ln more than one article Ilst each 

artlc l e separately on the same card In chronol ogIcal 
o rder. 

Do NOT give separate entries for names that appear more 
t ~an once wIthIn the same artIcle . 

If the card becomes full continue on another card and 
fIle thIS immediately after the first card . Be sure to 
lnclude the name agaln and note "cont . " at the lower 
rIght of the flrst card . 

2 . Make a separate card for each person per volume of the 
"Index" . All cards should then be lnterfiled as you go 
along . Try to pull cards as you index to put multiple 
entrles on the same card . When each volume is flnlshed 
hIe the cards In the master "Index" file in the 
Archlves Research Room. 

3 . Special Notations : 
a . When indexing BY - LINES include "AU" after the 

date lIne In parenthesls . 
b . When lndexing PHOTOGRAPHERS include "PHOTO BY " 

after the date line in parenthesis . 
c . When lndexing SUBJECTS OF PHOTOS include "PIC" 

after the date line in parenthesis . 

4 . Possible Problems and Guidelines 
a . Incomplete names 

-provlde as much information as posslble 
ego SMITH (Class of 1986) 

b . Nicknames 
-Provlde complete name if known with the nlckname 

In quotatlons . 
ego BABCOCK. Warren "Woody" 

c . Hyphenated Names 
-Enter under flrst of two names 
eg. NORTON-Taylor. Nancy 

d. TItles 
-Do NOT lnclude Mr . • Mrs .. Miss. or Ms . • un l ess no 
flrst name or lnltlals are glven or they 
are needed for clarlficatlon. 

-Include Rev. and Dr . In parenthesls after 
the flrst name . 



B. Date 
1 • 

e. Malden or Marrled names? 
-If known. enter under the name that 

the person was known as while at K. 
-If "K" name lS not known enter under 'malden name 

and place marrled name 1n parenthesis after 1t . 
Include a separate cross reference card. 

eg. Flrst card: 
SMITH ( Wh1te ) . Mary 

Second card: 
Wh1 te, Mary 
See SMITH (Whlte ) . Mary 

-If only the married name is provided use 
the followlna format: 

WHITE. John (Mrs.) 

f . Pseudonyms 
-Treat as 1f it were a married name. Make 
sure there is a card for both names with cross 
references so that both names may be accessed 
easily. 

g . Do not lnclude student organization position 
t1tles or non-student t1tles unless necessary for 
clarif1cation . 

entry 
Use the following month abbreviations: 

Ja J 1 
F Ag 
Mr S 
Ap 0 
My N 
Je 0 

2 . You may abbreviate multiple entrles from the same issue 
1n the followlng manner: 

Ja 16. 1976. p.l, c.2 
p . 2, c.3 
p .4 . c.l 

C . Extra notes 
-ThlS lS a NAME lndex only - there is no need to index 

s peclflC artlcles or subjects . 
-Pr1nt leglbly 
-Place all of your cards in alphabetlcal order as you go 
al ong . ThlS makes search1ng for names qUlcker and eaSler. 
It w1ll also ease the lnterflling of cards we need to do 
when many volumes are lndexed. 

-Try to keep multiple cards for the same person in 
c hronologlcal order. 



-There should be a separate flle card for each person for 
both the "Index" and "Ouarterly". DO NOT comblne the two 
publlcatlons on the same card. 

-As volumes are lndexed, the "Index" master file should be 
combIned wlth the "Quarterly" masterfile and stored in the 
ArchIves . 
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In any event, the enthusiastic staff here at the Index is all at· 
witter in anticipation of the fall quarter. I can only hope that the 
campus will mirror our optimism. 

Maintenance 
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Calendar 
of Events 

Friday, October 3 
The Civic Theatre proudly opens its high-flying rendition of 

the musical "Peter Pan_" The show runs from Oct.3-1 7, but call 
the box office at 343-1313 for more specific details on times 
and ticket prices_ 

The New Vic Theater presents a com dey by Ron Clark and 
Sam Bobrick entitled "Murder at the Howard Johnson's." This 
side splitting production will run through the 18th_ Call 
381-3328 for more information. 

Marie Osmond will appear in her own glitzy musical ex
travaganza at the Welsh Civic Auditorium in GR at 8:30pm. A 
little inside info for you Marie O. fans; tickets are quickly 
dwindling. Call 456-3333 or Grand Center Box Office. 

A very tasteful and interesting exhibit is running in the main 
gallery of the Kalamazoo Artcenter. The exhibit which runs 
through the 19th, is entitled "German Expressionist Sculpture 
and Graphic Art." The Art League will lecture on the topic 
Wednesday Oct. 8 at 9:30am_ 

Saturday, October 4 
Leo Kottke, the acoustic guitar legend, will appear at the 

State Theater at 8pm_ Tickets: $11.50, $9.50_ 
Monday, October 6 
The Club Soda presents its well-received weekly WIDR New 

Music Night_ Doors open at 7:00. No cover until 9:00_ 
Tue.day, October 7 
Kenny Rogers and Dolly Parton take to the stage of Joe Louis 

Arena_ These two fabulous performers will delight fans with 
their repetoire of stellar hits. Call (313) 567-7425. 

Wedneaday, October 8 
~oe Louis Arena is the venue for the pop rock group Journey_ 

JOin Steve Perry and the boys for an exciting and innovative 
performance, including a generous helping of hits from their 
new album "Raised on Radio." Another show is scheduled for 
Oct. 9_ Call (313) 567-7425. 

Woody Herman and His Thundering Herd, with Richard 
Stolzman will appear at 8pm at the Miller Auditorium_ Tickets: 
$12.50, $10_00, $7.50. Bring your parents. 

Friday, October 10 
MI~e Binder's Kalamazoo Comedy Jam_ Featuring a pot

pOUrri of young comic talent whistles into town at 8pm In the 
State Theater_ Tickets are $10.50 and $9.50_ 

Wednuday, October 15 
The Toll, a new music group, will perform at the Club Soda 

Check 'em out. . 
Thuraday, October 16 
The newly formed Emerson, Lake, and Powell will perform at 

the Kellog Center Arena In Battle Creek at 8pm. Tickets for this 
power POP band are available at Boogie, Believe In Music, and 
the Kellog Center Box Office. 

The Student Entertainment Committe of W.M.U. present a 
tru.ly unique experience. Escape Artist Mike Griffin will perfom 
unique feats of Houdinl·esque magic. This event Is free of 
charge. . 

Saturday, October 18 
The haunting song stylists R.E.M. make a stop on their world 

tour at the Welsh Civic Auditorium at 8pm. Don't miss these ex· 
traordlnary artists as they play selections from their new 
number one college LP "Life's Rich Pageant." Call 456-3333 for 
more Info. 

o °Don't miss Sam Klnison, comic extraordlnaire, at the State 
Theater on Nov. 5. Tickets go on sale today for $13.50. Sam is a 
real original and he's "live and louder than hell." 

the biggest and the best in town . .. 

THE BIG SHOT 

41/2 LBS. 

18" 

$9.99 

-pepperoni 

-sausage 

-mushrooms 

-onion' 

-green pepper 

HOT SHOT PIZZA 
345-3900 

* PROUD SPONSOR OF HORNET FOOTBALL 01'1 wasN * 

r 

Watering Spots 
For the 21 and Over Crowd 

By Rob 'Grouett 
and P. Caaey Co.ton 

Bourbon Street 123 W. South Street 381-6614 

A trendy little nightspot a la New Orleans which advertizes 
"Drinking, Dining, and Dancing." Although ne,w, to Kalamazoo, 
Bourbon Street offers a refreshing, if somewhat costly evening 
The decor Is tastefully chic with green fabrics and natural wood
work which fairly oozes with yuppies and the self-proclaimed 
beautiful people of Kalamazoo. Check your leather at the door. 

Waldo'. 1408 W. Michigan 349-8674 

What need we say about this friendly tavern, popular with 
local students. Although catering mostly to the Bronco crowd 
Waldo's provides student-priced beverages and food In a dark 
but cheerful atmosphere. A blg·screen t.V. and pool tavern are 
provided for your entertalnment_ 

Way.lde We.t 3406 Stadium Dr. 375-1930 

Pick-up trucks abound In the parking lot of this cavern-like 
lounge. The atmosphere Is pleasant and quietly modern and 
happy hours are 4-7 Mon.-Fr!. A blinking sign facing the road 
displays a schedule of football games to be shown on Wayside's 
giant t.v. 

Club Soda 340 E. Michigan 342-8067 

The Club Soda Is an excellent bar offering diverse entertain
ment at moderate prices. The decor Is minimal at best, but there 
Is room for dancing, and drink specials are offered nightly. 
Music ranges from "TSOL" to the rockabllly sound of the "Wild 
Woodys." An Important tip Is to arrive before 9:00 In order to 
get your hand stamped for free, but after 9:00 you have to pay 
cover. 

Chap. on Main 1 05 E, Michigan 343-3922 

This bar offers regular live entertainment In a more laid· back 
atmosphere. Chap's is located directly across the mall from the 
Hilton-Kalamazoo Center. 

Cheek to Cbeek 3750 E. Kilgore 345-1608 

A bit further out, this "downhome" bar offers a more provln· 
cial atmosphere. An ample dance floor Is provided In order to 
dance to our latest "top 40" tunes. Drink specials are offered 
nightly. 

Local Movie Theaters 
Beacon 1 & 2 5401 Portage Rd. 
Bljou Kalamazoo Center 
Eastowne 5 5288 Gull Rd. 
Maple Hili Mall Westmaln at Rte. 131 
Movies at WestmalnWestmaln Mall 
Plaza 2 6235 S. Westnedge 
State Theater 404 S. Burdick 

Kalamazoo Notewortby Futlvltlu 

Oktoberfest - Angel Field 

Oct. 3 
Oct. 4 

Tickets: 

5:30· 12:30 
3:00 - 12:30 

$2:50 at the union desk 
$3:50 at door 

382·6807 
388-4490 
342·9051 
343-4455 
382·1818 
323·1118 
344·9670 

Though our own Kazoo festival doesn't come close to the 
frenzied Munich variety, this event has proven to be a rousing 

~ 
good time for all. Beers, brats, and oompah music for those 21 
and over. German heritage not required. 

This Saturday night, beginning around 9:00 p.m., two bands 
will invade the Severn Hall basement for another "Klub Kumba" 
Spectacular. "Klub Kumba" has sponsored similar events In 
each of the past two quarters, and this one promises to be better 
than ever. The opening band will be a local group called "The 
Drysdales." They offer progressive dance music and an enter
taining floor show. The headline band is out of Muskegon and 
they are called "The Eunuchs." This group has just released a 
cassette which will be on sale at the show. This event is a "must
see" for all students. 



Get Excited About The Student Commission 
By Teresa Burns 

The Student Commission of 
Kalamazoo College is and ac· 
tive government body which in· 
volves Itself in every aspect of 
student life. Virtually any com· 
plaint, suggestion, or idea a stu· 
dent may have can be taken up 
by the Student Commission 
and results can be seen. 

During the summer quarter 
the Student Commission was 
very active. It hosted a forum on 
education for the Gubernatorial 
Candidates of the State of 
Michigan, in which each of six 
candidates or their represen· 
tatives discussed issues of 
education. Kalamazoo College 
students actively participated in 
the discussion which was ex· 
tended to include quite a broad 
range of political issues. Local 
television stations filmed this 
event. 

In the committees, issues that 
were dealt with included: pro· 
blems that art majors are hav· 
Ing with their program and the 
lack of communication bet· 
ween students and the pro· 
fessors; problems with the In· 
dex and what can be done to im· 
prove the quality of the college 
newspaper; the never ending 
debate over the alcohol policy 
was continued; an attritition 
subcommittee was formed to 

attempt to discover why 
students leave K and what can 
be done about improving the 
conditions, situations, or lack 
of opportunities which caused 
them to leave; the budgeting 
process for organizations was 
addressed and improvements 
were made; an organization 
bullletin was constructed to in· 
form students of ail the 
possibilities and opportunities 
K has to offer; cable boxes were 
purchaced for all dorm TV's; the 
menu for vegetarians in Saga 
was improved; and much more. 
Most of these issues and pro· 
jects discussed will be con· 
tinuec! on into this quarter. 
Other events sponsored by the 
Student Commission were a 
"touch of home night" at Saga 
and a "fire·side chat" with Presi· 
dent Breneman. 

The Student Commission of· 
fers students an opportunity to 
be innovative. It gives them a 
chance to champion a cause, 
improve policies, and plan ac· 
tivities or events. By working 
together with other students, 
members are able to see all 
their hard work turned into ac· 
tion, changes, and results. Each 
member has his own respon· 
slbility and every member is ap· 
preciated. 

-.".,.~ 

UNITED CoLORS OF BENETION . 
eDOWNTOWN 

KALAMAZOoe 
HoW'S: Mon·Sat 10·6 

250 South Kalamazoo Mall 
e345·090ge 

.,. 

Student Conunt..lon Pre.,denu There.a Burn. and Scott 
Knowling hope to .ucceed In their po.,Uon. with .. 
much authority .. their .mlle. com,ey. 

From The Archives 
By P. Casey Coston 

This article touches upon· 
various quotes and comments 
from past Indexes which are 
stored in the library. 

The everyday life of a 
Kalamazoo College .tudent 
has certainly changed over the 
years. On October I, 1858, this 
quote relates a typical day in 
the life of James P. Cadman: "I 
'judged' for the boys playing 
wicket until chapel after which 
we read out Greek and recited 
at ten. I spent the evening at 
home till seven then went to the 
college expecting to meet the 
Sherwoods, but did not as they 
were not ali there . In 
Erkenbeick's room, E. Ghriss 
and I enjoyed a good smoke. 
We spent the time talking until 
ten, then I came home and 
retired." Gee how we long for 
those days of yore. 

In the sports arena, here's an 
example of one of our great 
football victories which ap· 
peared on October 18, 1916. 
"Gridders sock it to opponents. 
Stock in the Kalamazoo College 
football team took an unex· 
pected rise last Friday after· 
noon when they defeated the 
Grand Rapids Veterinary Col· 
lege 108·0." 

If you are planning on going 
to cheer on one of our fine 
athletic teams, here's a dandy 
cheer which was published in 
the 1909·10 Student Hand· 
book: 
Hoo rah, hi ki, boom ah hool 
Zip rah, hi boom, Kalamazool 
Hoo rah, hi ka, boom ah hool 
Zip rah, hi boom, Kalamazool 

This cheer is sure to whip our 
rabid fans into a frenzy. Learn 
it ... use it . .. sleep with it. 

If anyone is looking to im· 
prove the social life here at 
Kalamazoo, they might want to 
take a tip from Luella Oberg, 
the social chairperson in 1932. 
On September 30, Luella of· 
fered an entertaining night at 
Trowbridge Hall: " An open 
house was held in the 
Trowbridge parlors Saturday 
night. The floors were cleaned 
and members of the student 
body were Invited to dance to 
the strains of the dorm's new or· 
thophonic electric victrola." 
Perhaps C.U.B. might want to 
look Into the feasibility of pur· 
chasing one of these machines 
for our Homecoming dance. 

An uglier .Ide of 
Kalamazoo surfaced in the tur· 
bulent sixties. On October 15, 
1964, this ominous headline 
graced page three of our col· 
lege press: 
"Dorm Ho.Ullty divided 
following Guerilla War . . . " 
tension and unrest mounted un· 
,til conflict finally broke out on 
Thursday, October 8, at 3 :00 
a.m. It was at this hour that a 
small but highly organized 
band of sophomores penetrated 
freshman territory, tying doors 
shut, greasing doorknobs, and 
leaving other tokens of their 
esteem. "I can only hope that 
we are able to learn from these 
heinous crimes which were 
committed by our distinguished 
alumni and look to avoid them 
in the future ." 



Land/Sea Tackles 
The Wilderness 

by Mike Lunney 

Last Thursday the par
ticipants of Land/Sea '86 
returned to campus to join their 
fellow students for the comple· 
tion of freshmen orientation. 
Land/Sea is a college sponsored 
program modeled after "Out· 
wardbound," and involves ac· 
tivities such as hiking and 
canoeing for the land portion of 
the program, and sailing a sixty· 
foot brigantine on Lake Huron 
for the "sea" portion. Other ac· 
tivities include rock climbing 
and repelling. 

There were 53 freshmen that 
participated this year. In addi· 
tion to the freshmen, 12 up· 
perclassmen participated as 
leaders and logistics, and Dr. 
David Winch and Mr. Harold 
VanderSalm were infield 
academic advisors. Dr. Winch is 
the faculty coordinator of the 
program. 

The students were divided in· 
to three groups which rotated 
through the basic schedule of 
one week each of hiking, canoe· 
ing, and sailing, with the other 
activities scheduled in at 
various times. While on land, 
the groups were supervised by 
Dr. Winch while climbing and 
repelling, and organized by "the 
leader of the day," a participant 
chosen by the rest of the group. 

The ship, operating out of 
Kingston with a crew of four 
and in the middle of a major 
renovation, was boarded in 
Windsor and sailed to Killarney 
by one group, around the 
Georgian Bay by another, and 
finally back to Windsor by the 
third. 

The students this year com· 
prised a very diverse group. In· 
cluded on this year's Land/Sea 
roster were three foreign 
students, several quality 
athletes, the freshman with the 
most AP credits in the incom· 
ing class, and a blind student. 

2001 W, MAIN KALAMAZOO, M149007 

388-2038 

lAmplete Line of 
Commercial Art supplies 

Air bnlshes - Designers colors 

Labadie 
Arts 

"10% Student Discount with I.D.I" 

Technical pens 
Zipatone 

Layout materials 
Dry mount 
Laminating 

Telephone: 
1 (616) 342·2472 

Serving Southwest Michigan for over 75 years. 

Goal For The Capital 
Campaign Set 

by William Hahn 

Yesterday President David W. 
Breneman publicly announced 
the school's goal of raising 45.8 
million dollars for its 5·year 
long Capital Campaign, 

He explained that this figure 
included the roughly 20 million 
dollars which the school already 
expects to receive through pre· 
arranged endorsements. 

Breneman explained that 
the funds are a necessary step 
in helping K College remain 
competitive in the upcoming 
years. Plans for the money in· 
clude the continued renovation 
of the Stetson Chapel, the erec· 
tion of a new Science Building 
and recreation hall designated 
for racquet sports, as well as 
"ambitious" improvements to 
the Upjohn Library and Hicks 
Center. But he also emphasized 
that a substantial portion of the 
funds would still be allocated 
for student aid, faculty develop· 
ment, and the enrichment of 
the academic program here at 
K. 

Breneman further noted that 
the school's overall image 
would benefit from this cam· 
paign as the public relations 
department has released 
various brochures and presenta' 
tions emphasizing the benefits 
that will be derived from the 
fund raiser. 

Featuring our fast and wonderful . 
BREAKFAST SPECIALS 99 cents 

5:30 - 11:00 am 

Theo's 
Family Rt'slaurnnl 

Qus and Karen Kouvataos 
(616) 345-7962 

243 W. Michigan Ave. 
Kalamazoo. MI 49007 

3rd ANNIVERSARY SALE 
15-70% OFF 

ENTIRE SELECTION OF 

COTTON , FLANNEL APPAREL 

SWEATERS , JACKETS 

BLANKETS , TAPESTRIES 

JEWELRY , ACCESSORIES 

OCTOBER 1-
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TIle Home" bd. tough ttmeluuulUng the Bea»er., but 
hope to tum thing. around In the HIM. 

Gridders T·umble 
Last Saturday, Kalamazoo's 

football team lost to Biuffton 
College 36 to 14, Despite a los· 
ing effort, the team showed 
many signs of improvement on 
both sides of the ball while 
outscoring their opponents in 
the second half. Leading the 
way is a new· found kicking 
game consisting of junior 
punter Kevin Vandenberg and 
freshman kicker Jim Fish. In 
last week's game, Vandenberg 
averaged over 40 yards per punt 
while Fish sucessfully con· 
verted on both point·after at· 
tempts. 

Overall, the team'. record 
dropped to 0·3, however, the 
team has steadily improved. 
On offense, sophomore Dave 
Smith exhibited strong leader· 
ship abilities moving the ball in 
an Impressive second half of· 

By John Stuit 
fensive performance against 
Bluffton. Defensively, the team 
is led by senior linebacker Pat 
Beyer who has figured in many 
tackles so far this season, in· 
cluding .14 against Kenyon in 
the first game of the season, 
Freshman Ed Gent and 
sophomore Steve Tuin have 
also contributed to a strong 
defensive effort causing six tur· 
novers in the last two games. 
Second year coach Jim Heath 
says, " We're looking for pro· 
gress every week. Each facet of 
our game has started to pick 
up, now we Just have to put 
them all together and play con· 
sistently," 

The team's next game is this 
Saturday at Angell Field 
against Taylor University. The 
kick·off will be at 1 :30 p.m. 

Volleyball Off To 

By Leonard Davis 

Last Saturday in Anderson 
Athletic Center, the Hornets' 
volleyball team lost a hard 
match to the Albion College 
Britons in straight sets by 
scores of 10·15, 9·15, and 
10·15 in what was described as 
"the worst match of the season" 
by Coach Jeanne Hess. Coach 
Hess cited such examples as 
"seven service errors and eigh· 
teen attacking errors." 

On the positive side, Coach 
Hess said that "we made them 
work for the winning point in all 
three games, They were an im· 
proved team over the one we 
beat last weekend, but we will 
get another crack at them." 
- The fighting Hornets have 
raced off to a 12·9 start, which 
is the best for the team since 
1977, Some highlights include 
recent victories over Glenn 
Oaks Community College in 
straight sets by scores of 15.10, 
15·3, and 15·6; and Hope Col. 
lege in five sets by scores of 
15·7, 2·15, 15·6, 7·15, and 
15·10. In earlier action this 
season K beat Goshen, was 
twelfth of twenty at the 
Elmhurst tournament, a win 

Best Start Ever 
against Nazareth, and a loss Susan Horst, who form the 
against Muskegon Community strength of the team. The other 
College. players that will make key con· 

Coach Hess says the key to a tributions are Tara Twomey, ~ 
successful season will be "team junior, and sophomores Lon 
cohesiveness, concentration, Greiner, Cindy Mack, Laurel 
and elimination of errors." Talbert, Kerry Bruce, and An· 
When asked about key players nemarie Statsick. 
to watch, coach Hess remarked, 
"all of them." She particularly 
commended two fres~man, 

Mary Gerdes and Alice Smith, 
and Seniors Sham~a Von 
Wagoner, Shelly Houston, and 

MORE THAN A STORE-A L1FETSTYLE _ 342.5996 

• Running • Soccer 
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K·College Graduate Cia .. of 19761 
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I CAN DO 
ANYTHING' WITH MY HAIR! 

Suddenly, Fall '86 looks and feels feminine. With hair as the 
focal point, there's a new emphasis on quality, a new sense of 
sophistication, but with a dash of wit. 

We interpret the vision with hair that moves by day, charms 
by night. Cut, coloured, and finished to perfection with quality 
products from Sebastian like Slicker'" Gel, Hi·Contrast Gel'" 
and Hair Gloss'." 

Visit our Artistic Center Salon soon. We'll show you Fall's 
newest focus. 

LIMITED EDITION HAIR SALON 
By appointment only, plea.e call 

381·4078 
415 W. Lovell-Two block. eat of campu. 

We're a ~ Sebastian Artistic Center ' 
The salons that make the difference 
between ok and extraordinary." 



Women's Soccer 

Romps 
By John Stuit 

This last weekend the 
girl's soccer team sucessful· 
Iy returned from an Ohio 
tournament with two rous· 
Ing victories. They defeated 
two highly competitive 
teams from Dennison (3·1) 
and Wooster (7·0). 

In the young season, the 
girl's team has posted .an 
outstanding 7-2-1 record which 
has given them high hopes to 
proceed in their challenging 
schedule. The team is led by 
junior Cheryl Galindo, 
freshmen Renee Buchanan and 
Kim Patterson, and junior 
goalie Tracey Beecher. So far, 
the four musketeers have 
established the girl's team as an 
offensive and defensive 

powerhouse . Galindo, 
Buchanan, and Patterson have a 
combined total of seventeen 
goals while Beecher has record
ed six shut-outs in only nine 
games. 

The team is well -coached by 
Bill McClintck and his assistant 
Lee Parnham, a former WMU 
soccer standout. Presently the 
girl's are ranked fifth in the 
mideast region, and at one time 
they were ranked thirteenth na
tionally. Coach McClintck says, 
" We hope to not only make our 
presence felt, but also to excel 
in what we do. Our ultimate 
goal is to receive a bid to the 
National Tournament. " 

Golfers Hope To 
Rebound By Jay Taylor 

The K·Coliege L1nksters 
figure to rebound toward a 
prominent finish after dropping 
to the cellar of the MIAA in their 
first two interconference mat
ches. The team successfully 
opened the season against 
Aquinas in a non-conference 
victory at local Kalamazoo 
Country Club as tri-captains 
Tom Fraley, Matt Greff, and 
Scott Kanai each fired an 80. 

Freshman Malcolm William
son has decisively earned a 
prominent spot on the squad 
by shooting 80 and 75, in
cluding a resounding 80 at 
Grand Haven , one of the 
nation's top public courses. 
Greff ended with an 82 to keep 
the team paced 2 strokes out of 
fifth place. Greff and William
son have been the most consis-

tent players so far this season. 
The team is hampered by the 
absence of junior Kevin 
Vandenberg, due to a broken 
wrist . Vandenberg finished se
cond in the league individually 
last year. As coach Ray Steffen 
explained, " The loss of Kevin is 
a tremendous disadvantage to 
the team this season, but our 
goal for this year is to maintain 
a positive attitude throughout 
the squad and end on a strong 
note by finishing at least 
fourth ." 

The team suffers from 
youth and inexperience, and 
have yet to play up to their 
potential. However, they hope 
to have a shot at ending thei r 
season in the middle of the pack 
behind perennial powerhouse 
Olivet." 

• • • • • • • ••• 
• The goodness : 
• comes from the . 
~ goodies inside. • 
• • 

• • 
fp 

• • • 
• • • 

People love Baskin-Robbins Ice cream 
because we put !tie best ingredients In every bite. 
like the crunchy pralined pecans and rich cream 
In Pralines 'N' Cream. 

We've created over 500 premium ice creams 
And we serve them with pride, 31 at a time. 

SASKIN-ROSSINS ~ 
ICE CREAM STORE ~ 
fresh-baked waffle cones! 

one block south of campus 

• • • 
• • • 
• • • • • • 
CD 

• • • 
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Field 

Hockey 

Improved 

-
Freshman goalkeeper Jim Russell _Ms tfllURed up with 
sophomore goalle Brian Libby for two shutouts, and con· 
slstently sound play. 

Men's Soccer 
Undefeated 

By Paul Regelbrugge 

K's men's soccer team breezed through last week's com
petition as they whipped Olivet, 9-1, and Albion, 7-0 to improve 
its overall record to 6-0-1. The defending Michigan Inter
collegiate Athletic Association (MIAA) champions, currently 
ranked fourth in the mideast region and receiving national 
votes, have not lost a regular season contest in 27 consecutive 
games (25-0-2). 

Against Albion, the Hornets got two goals from the team's 
leading scorer, freshman Peter Dewhirst, and single tallies by 
senior co-captian Jon Beaubien, Chris Dukes, Claus Poulsen, 
Dan Coats and Olie Olafsson. Dewhirst's goals gave him 14 for 
the young season. He scored six against Olivet. 

K put together its best game of the season in the Albion 
game, particularly in the first half when the Hornets seemingly 
scored at will as they staked a 5-0 halftime lead. 

"I thought we played very good soccer," said Coach Hardy 
Fuchs after the game, "The team is playing well and we have 
high hopes again for winning the MIAA." 

K's stiffest competition is expected to come from ar
chrivals Calvin and Hope. The Hornets fought to a 2-2 tie against 
Calvin, after spotting the Knights two first half goals in 
Kalamazoo. The teams will meet once more in Grand Rapids 
later this season, but sophomore midfielder Dan Coats express
ed the team's sentiments when he said that; "We can beat Calvin 
without that much difficulty. We just have to play well." K plays 
Hope next Tuesday at Hope. 

The Hornets have outscored their opponents 31-7 in their 
seven games, and are exceeding most people's expectations 
due to the loss of All-American forward Marc Tirikian, All
Mideast Ralf Schreiber, and five other starters of the 1985 cham
pionship team. Tirikian is now playing professional soccer in 
France with Olympique d'Avignon. 

Fortunately, an excellent group of freshmen, combined with 
good ieadership and play from the older players have enabled 
the team to play attractive, winning soccer. 

By Robin Yurk 
and Michelle Roulier 

The Hornet's field hockey 
team opened the season with its 
best start in four years when it 
tied Centre, 0-0, and beat 
Valparaiso, 2-1 , in its first three 
games. The team's record has 
since slipped to 1-4-1, but K has 
been very competitive in most 
of those games and looks to 
continue to improve for the re
mainder of the season. 

Kalamazoo has gotten 
goals from sophomore Carol 
Wong, and seniors Robin Yurk 
and Laurel Berger. Lisa Smith 
has been steady in the nets, par
ticularly against Centre when 
she had 32 saves in the shutout. 
The defense has played quite 
well for the most part, keeping 
the team in the game in most 
contests. 

While preparing for the 
season, the team gathered to 
"tie dye" boxer shorts to pro
mote team unity and to 
substitute their polyester pan
ties for the more comfortable 
cotton briefs, hoping to change 
not only their team uniforms, 
but also their team's past 
record. 

In addition to the changes, a 
major alteration in the coaching 
of the team has heiped promote 
team enthusiasim for the sport. 
Coach Washburn is a young ag
gressive individual who is an ac
tive field hockey player for an 
Ann Arbor club team. "Wash" 
was an undergraduate at Albion 
College and received her 
masters in physical education 
from Michigan State University. 
Her energetic participation dur
ing the practices along with her 
openness to new ideas makes 
for a comfortabie rapport with 
the team members. 

CC Teams Show Promise 
The 1986 Men's Harriers 

opened up the season with a 
meet at the Hope Invitational on 
September 16. The team, 
dominated by underclassmen, 
was led by sophomore Chris 
Rito who took 16th in the meet 
out of a field of 79 runners with 
a time of 27 :24 for the rolling 
five-m ile course. Following 
close on his heels was Senior 
captain Peter McNelis who plac
ed 19th in 27:31. Rounding out 
the top five for Kalamazoo were 
junior Brian Douglas 28:50, 
sophomore Mike Fortman 
29:22 and sophomore Steve 
Michaels 29:54. The team, even 
though it placed a disappoin
ting sixth out of eight teams, 
beat two out of four league op
ponents that competed in the 
Hope Invitational. 

The next pre-season Invita
tional was at the Great Lakes 
College Association Champion
ship on September 20. In a field 
of eight teams, Kalamazoo plac
ed fifth beating Kenyon,Albion, 
and Earlham College. The men 

By Peter McNelis and Greg Marvin 

were led by Peter McNelis who 
placed seventh overall out of 89 
runners with a fine time of 
26:08. Chris Rito provided a 
good one-two punch for 
Kalamazoo by breaking into the 
top 25 with a personal record of 
26:45 for five miles. Brian 
Douglas was next for the team 
with a time of 28:05, followed 
by freshman Stosh Powell 
28:47, and Steve Michaels 
28:56. 

The first league meet 
against nationally ranked 
Hope College, scheduled for 
September 26 was cancelled 
due to inclement weather. The 
meet i s expected to be 
rescheduled some time around 
the 25th of October and this 
could well be a deciding meet 
for the regular season MIAA 
conference title. The men's 
team should prove this year to 
be very competitive in the 
league standings if they can 
stay healthy, and get some fine 
performances from runners 
such as John SznewaJs, Greg 

Marvin, Stosh Powell and Dan 
Mort. Other runners who are ex
pected to contribute this year 
are Brian Paul , John Burton, 
and Adam Pease. 

The Women;s cross coun· 
try team began their con
ference competition with a 
postponement of the Hope dual 
meet. Earlier in September, the 
team ran at the Hope Invita
tional and the GLCA Champion
ships, placing 4th and 6th 
respectively. With only three 
returning letter winners, the 
team is young, but rich in 
potential. Four freshmen and 
two upperclassmen provide the 
remaining talent. "We have a 
wide spread," says senior cap
tain Valerie Stone, "which will 
improve throughoput the 
season under the guidance of 
Coach Lynn Maurer." 



Those Nutty 
Professors • • • 

"I could haoe .lam danced all night" be4uned a wellTll 
but exuberant Dr. Don Fle.che upon retUrning from are· 
cent Black Flag concert. 

"What d'ya mean caplfal"m .Unb?I?" replle. a 
bemued Dr. Chen In reference to a que.Uon put forth by 
a "K" zealot. 

Dr. Joe Fugate, director of the Foreign Study 
program,demon.trate. the time-honored art of tapeworm 
extraction for amued onlooker •. ElICc~ Fugate: "Th,. 
food will do It to ya' eoe'1ltlme ... tapeworm. are a big 
problem on Foreign Study, but you can aoold exhorbltant 
ho."Ital bll,. by following th,. .bnple procedure. 

Lincoln Day wOuld not be the .ame without Dr. 
SUau .. ' flr.t per.on Interpretation of ''The Oreat Eman
cipator. " 

"Flattop. are .well, but IJut feel buck naked without a 
little bit more Iudr" commented a more contemporllTll Dr. 
Berne Jacob. of the P.ychology department. 
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Women Assaulted in Campus Environ 
By Jeffrey Silverman 

Three .exu.1 .... ult. h.ve 
occurred on or In the vicinity 
of the Kalamazoo College cam· 
pus during the first week of the 
fall term. 

The first attack took place at 
midnight September 27, and in· t 

volved a Western Michigan 
University coed. "She had 
begun to walk home from a par· 
ty but passed out behind a large 
oak tree as a result of excessive 
alcohol consumption," stated 
Lt. Carpenter of Western's cam· 
pus police force. "When she 
awoke, she found herself par· 
tially nude with a white male 
atop her." 

At 2 a.m. of the same morn· 
ing two black men approached 
another Western student and 
asked her to "do some 
coke." From fear, she con· 
tinued to walk until reaching 
Calder Fieldhouse whereupon 
the men forced her into a weed· 
ed area and raped her. 

The final incident took place 
five days later on the 900 block 
of Lovell between 5:45·6:00 
a.m. A muscular black man in 
his mid·twenties entered a 
private dwelling and found the 
occupant in the shower. He at· 

tempted to rape her but fled on 
foot after a struggle en6ued. 

These assaults, according to 
Detective Susan Mayo of the 

tresses 

Judge EMlen IDa the featured sp~r .t "LaID Day" 
(photo by John Drier). 

Berry Defends 
"Family Farm" 
By Jennifer Heck 

A special Forum event took 
place on Wednesday October 8 
in K's Olmstead R~om where 
Wendell Berry presented his 
lecture entitled "A Defense of 
the Family Farm." In it, he 
shared with the audience his 
outlook on global agricultural 
systems being potential sources 
of crises in desperate need of 
reform. 

An .w.rd-wlnnlng 
Amerlc.n poet, novelist, and 
essayist, Berry draws heavily 
from his life on a Kentucky farm 
for supportive examples of his 
beliefs. Described by assistant 
Professor of Economics Tom 
Breznau as a man who stands 
for harmony, Wendell Berry 
strongly believes that one must 
live peacefully with nature. Self 
described as an essayist on 
nature: Berry attempts to con· 
vey personal opnions, while 
learning about himself in the 

process, and not allowing 
himself to think that what he 
says is necessarily true. 

Berry'. definition of the 
f.mlly f.rm is one that is sma Ii 
enough to be farmed by a single 
family. Since the soil of the farm is 
their own, they tend to treat it 
with care, leading to soil and 
land conservation rather than 
destruction. The idea is that the 
family will farm the same land 
for many years, thus growing 
familiar with it. According to 
Berry, this familiarity tends to 
remedy abuse. The family 
realizes not just what can be 
done, but also what must be 
done for the protection of the 
land. A bond forms between 
family and farm that is essential 
to good farming. Berry stated, 
"Land in farming must be lov· 
ingly used." 

Berry states that along with 
correct treatment of the land 
comes spiritual enrichment, 
leading to a better quality of 
life. When a farmer puts in 

Kalamzoo Department of 
Public Safety, seem unrelated 
and are being treated as such. 
Mayo warns, "walking in pairs is 
not even safe anymore. It Is the 
way of the world nowadays. It's 
sad, but it's just not safe to be 
friendly. If approached, do not 
feel obligated to enter into con· 
versation, run towards a 
populated area." 

In light of the recent .t· 
t.ck., Kalamazoo College's 
new Judicial Coordinator 
George McCree has informed 
the campus security guards to 
be on alert for any "suspicious 
looking" individuals. The cam· 
pus is currently patrolled by a 
single guard between 5 p.m. 

eed For 
By Jane A . Adams 

"Law .chool. In our socie
ty are not overcrowded" and 
what we need are "more legal 
minds," declared Judge 
Richard A . Enslen in his address 
to the Constitiutional Law class 
of Kalamazoo College, invited 
guests, and all interested 
members of the college com· 
munity. 

Judge Enslen's lecture occur· 
red October 8 In the Round 
Room of Hicks Center as part of 
the planned activities for 'Law 
Day', an event allowing "K" 
students to meet with represen· 
tatives of visiting Midwestern 
law schools. Organized by the 
Career Development Center, 
Judge Enslen's appearance was 
designed " to highlight the oc· 
casion of over 20 law school 
representatives meeting with 
students interested in law as a 
possible career choice." 

A member of the U.S. District 

quality labor on a crop, 
regardless of the size, he or she 
is bound to feel pride at 
harvest. The yield may not be 
enough to feed millions, as in 
agribusiness, but it should be 
enough to feed one's own fami· 
Iy. The end result is satisfaction, 
which is illustrated by the peo· 
pie in Haiti and similar coun· 
tries who are basically content, 
although they don't posess 
much. Berry stressed the values 
of generosity and in· 
dependence, and said that if the 
family farm Is failing It is 
because the moral traditions on 
which it is based are failing. In 
this case, Berry feels that some 
third world countries posess 
systems that are more sus· 
tainable than ours, and that we 
have a lot to learn from them. 
He also used the Amish com· 
munities as examples of 
societies based on the family 
farm structure, maintaining 
high moral and agricultural 
values, and having a good, if 

and 4 a.m. McCree would like to 
recruit interested students to 
work as additional security per· 
sonnel. 

McCree said that since he Is 
"ignorant" right now in the 
workings of the College, he is 
not ready to recommend any 
changes In the current system. 
However, he sees the need for 
both the students and security 
to establish lines of com· 
munication . The students 
"deserve protection and it 
should be guaranteed by this in· 
stitution." But McCree needs 
the cooperation of others. ''I'm 
operating in the dark and need 
help to find the end to the tun· 
nel. This means students help· 

Ing to report anything 
suspicious. If someone strange 

• is seen, don't be afraid to call 
security. It could be another stu· 
dent, a guest, or a parent, but it 
might not." 

Editor's Note: After the above 
story went to press, Alfred 
Shabangu K'87 was mugged 
behind Hoben Hall as he was 
returning from Convenience 24. 
Shabangu su(fered flve stitches 
over his left eye as II result of the 
attack, which ended In the theft 
of his wallet. The security pro· 
blem will be further llTUllyzed on 
the editorial page. 

"Legal Minds" 
years now, Judge Enslen is not 
a stranger to Kalamazoo Col· 
lege. He attended "K" from 
1949·1951 prior to joining the 
Air Force. Other aspects of his 
background Include Director of 
the Peace Corps in Puerto Rico, 
appointment to the Federal 
Bench in 1979 by then Presi· 
dent Carter, as well as a recently 
acquired Master of Laws degree 
from the University of Virginia. 

Judge En.len .poke on 
m.Jor problems confronting 
our modern day legal society, 
specifically the "explosion of 
contempory litigation " In our 
courts. 

Firstly, Congress has created 
new laws within a "raft of social 
areas" that require Implementa· 
tion. An example of such being 
the question of segregation In 
our ever·expandlngly diverse 
society. Secondly, the Supreme 
Court has created "new causes 
of action" which in turn are 
"creating more exceptions" for 
people to sue. advances 

simple quality of life. 
Berry believes that most 

people abuse the soli . Possible 
remedies include "gaining 
tighter control of agricultural 
production, revising taxation of 
farmers, and rebuilding rural 
communities." He would also 
like to see a trend toward dein· 
dustrialization In favor of low· 
power technology. As In· 
divlduals, he encouraged us to 
cultivate private gardens. 

The opportunity for "K" 
.tudents to hear Wendell 
Berry's lecture was made possi· 
ble by the Food, Power, and 
Earth program (FPE) at K. This 
program was established by a 

in medical science In the last 
years and attempts to cure 
old diseases (citing Cancer as a 
specific example) have en· 
couraged law suits. Finally, the 
United States as a political unit 
hasn't "come up with an alter· 
native method to deal with 
situations other than the courts. 

Judge Enslen, In stressing 
the need for alternative 
methods to deal with the flood 
of litigation facing the courts, 
stated that "only five percent of 
the cases end up being resolved 
In court; 95 percent are never 
even tried." 

In reemphasizing the ideals 
of Law Day at Kalamazoo, 
Judge Enslen declared that 
contrary to popular propogan· 
da, the "law profession Is not 
overcrowded." He pointed out 
the "need for legal minds" 
stating that there are many 
other options within the field of 
law aside from working In a law 
firm. 

(photo by John Drier) 
three year Kellogg Foundation 
grant in 1984. Its activities In· 
clude sponsoring Forum events 
change. It also provides grants 
for students whose Foreign 
Study, career internship, or 
S.I.P. deal in a related area. 
Tom Breznau directs the group, 
and Karen Sorensen is student 
coordinator. The group meets 
once each quarter, with study 
groups every two to three 
weeks. The last meeting took 
place Tuesday, October 7, and 
the next one will be announced 
in the daily bulletin. 
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~P~J~O" Thoughts 
I .. ue #2, October 17: Ah . .. Homecoming, here at last. A time 
o reflect upon old memories while renewing old acquaintances. 

e festive bonfire on Friday night providing a gleaming 
eacon around which students, faculty, and alumni will mingle 
midst mirth and merriment. Tailgate parties at Angell Field 'in 
reparation for cheering on our beloved Hornets. Then, of 
ourse, we have the culmination of our weekend festivities, the 
omecoming Dance, that glorious cotillion which will be held 
n the grounds of our magnanimous friends at Nazareth Col. 

lege. 
But enough of my usual opening paragraph of long· 

aired loquacity. There are many students who will not be able 
o partake in our campus cheer because of their participation in 

me particular aspect of the "K" plan. The bulk of these 
tudents hail from our Junior class on foreign study, a class 
hlch remains a mysterious entity to most Freshmen. For our 
mbitious wayfares overseas, Homecoming will not take place 

until springtime, and here is where I make my tenuous transtion 
rom this weekend's parochial partying to a more far·reaching 
oncern. 
When one reads or hears about instances of international ter. 

rorism, that news is usually accompanied by personal disgust, 
hock, and outrage. But after this initial display of emotion, it is 
II too easy to chalk up the act to a bunch of fanatics in a place a 
ong way from here. As we sit in our "safe" continent, it's quite 
asy to be lulled into a sense of security from global terrorism. 
nother bombing in Paris or Brussels merits about as much at· 

ention as a report concerning badger mating habits in the nor· 
hwestern Upper Peninsula. Probably the closest this college 
ver came to terrorism was when a mad horde of Baptist youths 

invaded Hoben Hall last November, leaving in their wake a 
lean·up bill to the tune of over $200. 
Concern for local and domestic I .. ues regularly pushes 

international concerns out of the spotlight, and that is not unex· 
ted. I'm not saying that we should go out and march on the 

alamazoo Mall every time something goes boom in Europe, 
ut it is interesting to note how news concerning international 

errorism has taken: on much greater meaning for me since I 
ent on foreign study. 
An example that rests clearly in my mind is a chilly weekend 

n late January that I spent in Paris. I met some friends there and 
e did whatever American students do in Paris, i.e. drink, 

dance,be merry,and take a Sunday ~fternoon trip to the Louvre 
when there's no admission charge. We hung around in the Latin 
Quarter and the Sorbonne because that's where many students 
congregate and it's a definite "hot·spot" in Paris. A focal point in 
this area is the Place St. Michel, just across the Seine from 
Notre Dame, and an ideal place to eat on your feet and stroli 
about. One night, my companions and I listened to some street 
musicians outside a bookstore off the Place St. Michel. The 
next weekend when I returned to Paris, the bookstore was 
a bombed out skeleton of a building. 

The whole atmosphere of the Place St. Michel had changed. 
No more musicians. No more wandering minstrels. A 
blackeneded, burned out bookstore separated from its surroun. 
dings by barricades and bright orange police lines. 

For mYAlf, that was a very sobering experience. I guess 
that's what they mean when someone says "foreign study 
broadens your horizons." On that drab, cold day in early 
February, the sky opened up and a ray of sunshine shone down 
upon me as I stood in the middle of the Boulevard St. Michel, 
staring in awe at the vacant building. From that moment on, I 
became an enlightened individual, sensitive to every firecracker 
that goes off in France or anywhere else in the world. 

Well . .. not exactly, but this experience did change my 
perspective regarding international terrorism. It's not just 
smoke and rubble and bodies somewhere far away. It's a par. 
ticular buil9lng with particular people. I can still remember the 
midget woman passing out Communist leaflets in front of the 
police lines. She's probably still there. 

I've been asked by my colleagues if this is a pertinent issue for 
the opinion column. Why don't I write about tolerance or apathy 
or some other journalistic staple of college opinion columns? 

y reply to that query lies in the fact that a large portion of our 
student body is strolling about in foreign lands, and there's a 
remote possibility that one of those students might have to 
dodge a speeding book by Stendhal.turned·shrapnelas a result 
of another bookstore bombing. 

Of COurA, I'm not trying to start a panic. Dr. Fugate and I 
ill be the first to assure you that infinitely more deaths occur 

on our nation's highways than on Foreign Study. It is, however, 
important to be cognizant of international terrorism and its 
relevance to our campus community. If you think that the 
relevance is too insignificant to mention, I'd remind you to keep 
in mind the title of this column. 
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By Ben Gordon 

I would like to take this op· 
portunity to solicit the help of a 
few good students. Our task at 
hand is to locate and identify 
any form of security that may 
possibly exist at Kalamazoo 
College. Earlier this week I set 
out in search of this mystifying 
creature. My findings are as 
follows: Kalamazoo College 
employs a security agency 
which in turn provides this 
school with a "highly trained" 
security guard, who is paid 
$3.35 an hour by this agency. 
Only one security guard is on 
duty between the hours of 5 
p.m. and 4 a.m. During these 
eleven hours, the security 
guard's job is to ticket cars, res· 
pond to calls coming in on the 
security line, and to patrol our 
beautiful campus. 

If all this presence of "securi· 
ty" has not alleviated your anx· 
ieties regarding your personal 
safety, it may be worth noting 
that Kalamzoo College has 
employed a new Judicial Coor· 
dinator, George McCree. Mc· 
Cree has the distinction of be· 
ing in charge of campus securi· 
ty and overseer of our single 
man task force. Judicial Coor· 
dinator is a part·time position, 
having an office In Student Ser· 

OPINION 
In Search of A 

"Secure" Campus 
vices with posted office hours. posse of Head Residents and 
Please don't fool yourselves in· Floor Advisors banded together 
to believing that these office and successfully had the in. 
hours are strictly adhered to, dividual who is responsible for 
because they simply are not. four separate break· ins on cam. 

pus apprehended. In the midst 
it is comforting that McCree of this "investigation", our 

firmly believes that the students Judicial Coordinator left for a 
"deserve protection and it long needed week's vacation. 
should be guaranteed by this in· The most recent attacking 
stitution ." Furthermore, as a occured on Saturday, October 
possible means to an end, Mc· II , between 7:30 p.m. and 8:00 
Cree would like to recru it in· p.m., in which a 'K' student was 
terested students to work as ad· mugged behind Hoben Hall. 
ditional security personnel. i The assailant was able to suc. 
know most of you are going to cesfully hide himself behind a 
jump at this opportunity to con· bush because there is not pro. 
front possible aggressors in the per lighting in th is area behind 
middle of the night on a poorly Hoben. The victim stated that if 
lit campus for $3.35 an hour. there was proper lighting in th is 
Please form a single file line area, he would have been able 
behind me. to notice the man crouching 

Allow me to point out a few of behind the bush as he ap. 
the "extracurricular activities" proached. Not only is there no 
that our security guards enjoy. lighting behind Hoben, but this 
On duty guards have been seen: is true of much of our campus. 
watching TV and SOCializing On September 26 I addressed 
with students in the dorm TV President Breneman regarding 
areas for extended periods of the inadequate lighting as well 
time, soliciting Convenience as the fact that there are securi. 
24, and receiving personal ty lights that are not working. 
phone calls over the security To this date, these lights are 
line. As I sit here and write this still not working. I would like to 
editorial, the guard on duty this ask President Breneman, in 
evening has been enjoying a light of the October 11 assault, 
cup of coffee for over 30 if he simply continues to "sym. 
minutes now in the Quad Stop. pathize and share in our con. 

During the last few days, cerns. " 
there have been four attackings What is it going to take 
within our campus environ· before the proper security 
ment. Two weeks prior to this, a measures are taken to insure 

..... ------------------...;.,.-----..., the safety of the residents living 

Februvy J 0, J 98': C .. eg"Scoop" Coston, undercooer 
Index reporter, lnterolelDs the crack antl·terrort.t police 
squad at the Oare de L'Est, Part.. (AP file photo) 

on our campus? A rape or a 
death? Let us hope not. We now 
have had a mugging and 
repeated burglaries without any 
further "beefing up" of security. 
I'm not going to sit back and 
settle for the fact that our ad· 
ministration is slow to act. The 
students of this college deserve 
immediate action . There should 
be more than one security 
guard on duty at any given 
time. These security guards 
should be duly compensated for 
the important job and function 
in which they serve. Is 'the 
security of this campus only 
worth $3.35 an hour? I ask you 
Dr. Breneman and Dean La 
Plante, what is the quality of the 
security that is being provided 
to the students under the pre· 
sent conditions? It is the right of 
the students to be provided with 
a well lit and well patrolled cam· 
pus in which we can safely walk 
in after dark. As students we are 
being denied this right. 
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ENTERTAINMENT 
Calendar of Events Foreign 

Study 
Primer 

by Robert Grossett and 
P. Casey Coston 

Friday, October 17 

An exhibit entitled, "Freeman Schoolcraft: A . Kalamazoo 
Native" opens at the Kalamazoo Art Center, runmng throu~h 
th 23rd of November. The show features sculpture and pam· 
tinegs by this overlooked and significant artist. 

27 professors, associate professors, and instructors of the 
W MU art department will exhibit an array of new works at the 
Dalton Center Media Room. The show runs through the 30th. 

Judy Tenuta, the Petite Flower, will showcase her own zany 
br nd of comedy at the Kalamzoo Hilton Comedy Club. The 
"g~ddess of the bizarre" will have shows at 6 pm today and 7 pm 
Oct. 18. Call 345·5009. 

Saturday, October 18 

Anne Murray screeches to a stop at the Kellogg Center Arena 
in Battle Creek at 8 pm. Forget your homecoming plansl We 
hear that Annie is sporting a new punk haird~, as we.1I as, outlan
dish leather garb. Yowzal Tickets at Believe 10 MusIc Outlets or 
call the box office at (616) 963-8080. 

Starship lands at the Hill Auditorium in Ann Arbor for a one 
time only show. For those of you who can't get enough of "We 
Built this City" this concert could be hot. Call (313) 763-8587. 

A small reminder: R.E.M. will be playing the Welsh 
Auditrorium in GR. Call 463-3333 for more info. Main floor 
tickets are still available, 

Sunday, October 19 

Jay Leno motorcycles Into the Hill Auditorium of Ann Arbor. 
Don't miss this popular comic with a flair for the unusual. Call 
(313) 763-8587. 

Tueaday, October 21 

Miller Auditorium Is the venue for the hit broadway musical 
"The Tap Dance Kid." It promises to be a rollcklng and fast
paced show with choreography by award winning Danny 
Danle.ls. Call 383-0933 for tickets. 

Wednesday, Ocotber 22 

For those of you who missed R.E.M. in Grand Rapids, fret no 
longer_ You can catch these amazing musicians at the Fox 
Theatre in Detroit. Call (313) 961-5470. 

Friday, October 24 

The Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra continues its "Tour 
With Us" season with a stop in festive Mexico. The program in
cludes guitarist Eliot Fish as the featured artist and Chaves' 
"Sinfonia India." Call Miller Auditorium box office at 383-0933 
for more information. 

Blues original, Willie Warren takes the stage of Chaps on 
Main today and tomorrow. Willie plays better for big crowds so 
turn out in numbersl 

K College's resident sculptor, Marcia Wood, will have an ex
hibition at the Nina Owen Ltd. gallery in Chicago. The show 
runs through Nov. 29. 

Gena Loves Jezebel slides to the stage of St. Andrew's Hall in 
Detroit. I don't quite know what to expect at this one, but our 
editor seems to think it could be phenomenal. Call (313) 
287-8090 . 

• ATTEIYTION JEWISH STUDENTSt • 

B'IUIl Brith Hillel Is reorganizing for the NEW YEAR. 

We offer a dlfferent chance for Jewish 

students to get together for actloWes, 

serolces, ecfucaitonal programs and FUNt 

• HAYRIDE, OCTOBER 25t'" • 

For more InformaUon and to be put ~n the mailing 

list call acfolsor Oall Dewitt 323.934J. 

Monday, October 27 

Western's very own radio station, WIDR, once again presents 
its "New Music Night" at the Club Soda featuring "Saccharine 
Trust." This well-travelled band has opened for groups ~uch ~s 
"Black Flag" and "The Circle Jerks." ~e sure not t~ miSS thiS 
post-punk extravaganza. Drink speCials every mght. Call 
342·8067 for more information. 

Tuesday, October 28 

The "Wild Woodys" will be bringing their Roc~ab!lIy so~nds 
to the Club Soda for a one night engagement. ThiS triO prOVides 
fun , danceable music, although, it tends to all sound the same 
after a while. There's no cover until 9:00, so check It out. 

Wednesday, October 29 

The Club Soda will once again be the site of a WIDR new 
music concert. The"Smithereens " will be the featured band. 
This up and coming progressive rock band is sure to have a 
place in the College TopTen Charts. A definite "must-see" in the 
Kazoo concert scene. 

Thursday, October 30 

The unusual Cyndl Lauper will screech and whisper her way 
through a set at Cobo Arena, towing her new album, True Col, 
ors. The newly renovated Eddie Money will open for Cynd!' Call 
567-6000. 

Joe Louis Arena is the setting for the slightly deranged Alice 
Cooper. Bring dead chickens. Call 567-6000. A show has been 
scheduled for Halloween as well. 

Les Ballets Trockadero de Monte Carlo plays at Miller 
Auditorium. This will prove to be an energetic and amusing 
evening for all, Note: the elite and cultured should turn out for 
this one. A people watcher's paradisel Cali 383-0933. 

Friday, Halloween 

The Civic Players open their version of Shakespeare's "rough 
and tumble" farce "The Taming of the Shrew" Phone 343-1313 
for more Information. 

The new female version of "The Odd Couple" opens at the oh
so-trendy Birmingham Theatre and runs through Nov. 30. Call 
644-3533. 

By Michael Greening 

(Editor's note) Mike GIl~eninal 
(a.k.a . Bob Talbert, 
"Mikey" for those close to 
the Index's roving foreign 
respondent. He is a Junior 
llclpating in K 's very own Foreieml 
Study program, and will offer 
Insights and perceptions 
periodical intervals 
the quarter. In other 
column will appear when 
editor informs him of the next 
deadiine. Based in Hannover, 
West Germany, "Mikey" wrote 
his column as follows: 

Hannover, B.R.D. 2.10.86 
Greetings from Hannoverll I 

don't mean to take up valuable 
Index space with my mindless, 

somehow poignant com
but as I have the oppor

ity . .. 
But seriously, after one week 

in Germany (which, by the way, 
a foreign country), I've come 
with these observations ... 

... Flrst of all, the toilet paper 
not as bad as everyone says. 

better than Trowbridge, 

spending 100. DM 
week, I have almost 
to show for it. One pro-

is when I receive change, I 
never tell If It's the right 

or not. And besides, 
ever heard of coins as large 

compact disc players? 
... As the German Mark Is 

exactly 50 cents, we've 
Into thinking everything 

twice as much-but you get 

campus. 

• • Don't miss the First Annual Downtown Kalamazoo Halloween for those 
Celebration 4:30 til 9:00 on the Kalamazoo Mall. The State their foreign 
Theatre will show the original version of the Phantom of the l,aJl9,ua!IC studies at K: Learn itl 
Opera from 9:00 to 12:00, The Gazette promises can~y, joke. They really do 
refreshments, costumes, and magicians. If thiS comes off With k a different language here. 
the usual Kazoo panache, we could be in for a treat. s really wild. 
n;;D.;;'riu.;;;~-----------------1· .. Next myth to die: "It's a fun 

over here. " Sure it's 
.. .for the first five hours it's 
The next three are so-so. 

Are you down and out with the midterm blues? Need a 
little dash and pizazz in your life? Give your social life a shot in 
the arm and bop over to Homecoming '86. This year's theme is 
Moonlighting and H.C. promises to be a rip·roaring time. Kick it 
all off with the traditional Bonfire pep rally Friday night, Oc
tober 17, at 8:00 p.m. followed by the Dunbar Sing at 9:00 p.m .. 
On Saturday, October 18th, Hell's Bells will ring out at 2:00 
p.m. as our fearless gridders clash with the mighty Olivet Com
ets. 

Saturday night you can trip the light fantastic and groove to 
the tunes of the Platinum Keys from 9:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. 
Tickets are a meager $3 per person in advance and $3.50 per 
person at the door. For those of you without your own shuttle 
pod, Scotty will beam you there via the shuttle bus between 8:45 
p.m. to 1 :30 a.m. outside Hoben. Be there or be square. Who 
knows? You might even meet 

.. Did I already mention that 
don't speak English here? 
, well, that's not as funny 

you thinkl) 
. .. Feel free to drop me a line 

let me know what you think 
of this article. Who knows, if I 

enough , I won't be able to 
another article. 

. .. until next time. 
Mike Greening 
clo Johrens, Stadtfelddamm 
44B, 3000 Hannover 61, West 
Germany. 
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FEATURE 
From The Archives 
By P. Casey Coston 

This special archives feature 
follows the historlcel evolution 
of our Homecoming gele Into 
its present form es reported by 
the Index. The purpose of this 
erticle is to enlighten those 
sheltered students unfemilier 
with the illustrious history of 
Kelamezoo College. 

72 year. ago: Kelemazoo 
College emerged victorious 
over the "Physicel Culturists" of 
Bernerr Mdedden Training 
school by a score of 16 to 5. 
Although this wes en im· 
pressive victory, it wes merred 
somewhet by the deerth of fens, 
but the girls mede up for the 
smell ness of the crowd b): their 

. enthusiestic cheering. "Dr. 
Williams' suggestion thet those 
men who refused to cheer 
should be tucked into bed was 
allright for a conservative facul· 
ty member, but as students, we 
would advise a submarine trip 
in Mirror Lake, or the circuit of 
the field during a game on all 
fours to the time of that well 
known tune 'Everybody works 
in College but the Co·Eds ... · 
Our predecessors at the Index 
were truly slaved rives, but no 
need to worry from this staff. 
We would suggest perhaps a 
short "submarine trip" in Ar· 
cedia Creek in order to loosen 
the tongues of our unen· 
thusiestic supporters. 

52 years ago: The 
Homecoming Benquet proved 
to be an enjoyable evening for 
all elumn!. Verious elumni 
releted emuslng enecdotes 
ebout their stey at Kalamezoo 
College. "Mr. Dutlough, who 
lives in Williems Hell tredition 
es the 'prof who returned to his 
room late one evening, to find it 
already occupied by a cow 
peecefully chewing her cud, 
wes in person et the benquet 
end recelled this rether 
humorous Incident." Present· 
dey "K" students cen feel lucky 
thet we heve en ample security 

force to protect our humble in· 
habitants from any bovine ' in· 
vaders. 

48 year. ago: A memorable 
Homecoming was indeed in the 
works for 1932, as described by 
the Index: "The big affair of the 
fall semester. It is also the occa· 
sion for the revival of school 
spirit for the old grads ... The 
football game is the main event. 
As Hilisdele walked over the 
college 25·7 last yeer, there'll 
be blood in the air... the 
fireworks will begin shooting at 
ten·forty o'clock Saturday mor· 
ning immediately efter chapel 
services, when "Prexy" stetson 
starts the team off with one of 
his justly famous cheers." This 
year's chapel service will be pro· 
vlded by Dr. Donald "Donny" 
Flesche who will be firing us up 
with one of his "justiy famous 
cheers." 

40 year. ago: Dean Robert 
Dewey essisted in the memorial 
chapel service. "Dewey, a 
former chaplain's assistant in 
the army, is leading the 
memorial portion of the service 
and joining In the service will be 
th college singers." If I may, I'd 
like to borrow from this past In· 
dex editorial as a means for set· 
ting the required mood for 
Homecoming: "We all have thet 
feelingl It has been building up 
since the beginning of the 
semester when we all knew we'd 
be having a real homecoming 
celebretion this year. The outlet 
for this pep and enthusiasm is 
the game this afternoon and the 
dedication of our new athletic 
field. Cheers and confetti will 
offer means to let off our 
supressed steam. Let no one ac· 
cuse Kelamazoo College of a 
lack of school spirit. Yell end 
yell loudll" This year, in addi· 
tion to the traditional cheers 
and confetti, we will have the 
added bonus of the "Horniettes" 
to cheer our team to victory. 
Rahl 

27 year. ago: This par· 
ticuler Homecoming featured 

Student 
Commission 

Fall 1986 
President Teresa Bums 
President Ex·Offlclo &ott Nowling 
Executive Vice President BUI Hahn 
finance Vice President MeUsa Root 
Clerk Laura Cuhlng 
Secretary Michael Schram 
IHA Chairperson Cathll Boduron 
Campus Life Committee Steve Vitale 
Campus Life Committee In Bum Eom 
Campus Life Committee Ben Gordon 
Campus Life Committee Jag Rapp 
Educational Policies Comm. Carolyn Krueger 
Educational Pol/cles Comm. Krt. KoeCJe 
Educational Policies Comm. Anne Schwartz 
Crissey Dorm Rep. MoIIII McAuliffe 
DeWaters Dorm Rep. Julie Kell",.11 
Harmon Dorm Rep. Jim Obe"""'er 
Trowbridge Dorm Rep. Monlque Ebell 
Trowbridge Dorm Rep. Fred Eoerett 
Language House Rep. Michael Hellentlual 
Commuter Rep. Mark Doster 
Organization Rep. Ken Harnden 
Hoben Dorm Rep. Sangeeta Gandhi 
Severn Dorm Rep. HoIIII Hendrlcbon 
• aU names in bold represent newly elected members 

the Brussel's World's Fair as its 
theme. Not exactly the 
"Moonlighting" theme of this 
year, but who's to judge? This 
Homecoming will also feature 
some additionel highlights. "At 
8:00 pm, the Trowbridge house 
council will invite all to the 
Trowbridge open house. The 
male students, parents, and 
Alums will be efforded the rare 
treat of being able to wander 
wherever they please through 
the halls of Trowbridge and to 
visit the innermost sanctums of 
the college's female 
population." At this writing, the 
Dewaters House council has yet 
to issue a formal invitation for 
the 1986 festivities. 
18 year. ago:Back in '68, the 
Homecoming celebration also 
featured a dazzling float parade. 
Some Ingenious nuts back then 
came up with a float composed 
of '"doors, windows, aluminun 
penels, and other classic items 
which were leaned together to 
create the highlight of 
homecoming. Unfortunately, 
no one quite knew exactly what 
this highlight was. But with the 
addition of a little alcohol it 
flamed and, as such, everyone 
agreed it was an appropriate 
Blair House float." As a fitting 
tribute to the Bleir House boys 
of '68, the pyrotechnic nuts in 
Crissey Hall will be setting fire 
to the trash dumpster in the 
perking lot to serve as an alter· 
native bonfire . . . well, then 
again, maybe not. 

8 year. ago: The Quadstop 
might want to take some tips 
from its 1974 ancestor. 
'"Homecoming activities will 
begin with plenty of free beer, 
pop, and peanuts at a Heppy 
Hour in the Snack Bar from 
3:30 to 5:00 on Friday after· 
noon:' I'm sure free peanuts 
would be just the key to insure 
a raucous and festive pep 
rally/bonfire on Friday night. Mel "Spunkll" Melnlchuck, ca.tlngu .. hed ba .. drumm .. t 

and "homlette," mode" the latest In Homecoming 
'ashlons. Hat bll Stetson. Racoon coat bll Botllnll 500. 
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ETc ... 
Fresh Impressions 

Right now they are satisfied to 1--------------------------------------
By Steve Raymond sneak in, under cover of night, h h Th Years 

and raid SAGA's meat locker. T roug e 
Since the moment I set foot The grain bin remains curiously 

on this campus, people have untouched. Is this enough to 
been asking me what I hate the satisfy their growing bloodlust? 
most about it . I don't know whv They congregate inJhe saf~ _._ 
people are so eager to find out heights of the bell tower, or. 
what I dislike. Maybe I seem too chestrating their complex war 
content , or stupid or d 

plans, while the security guar s 
something. Last night I stared hide in the illuminated safety of 
out my window for a iong time the Quad Stop, sipping coffee 
thinking about this perplexing and drawing straws to deter. 
question. The answer stared mine the lone sacrifice who 
back at me with two beady little must patrol the campus at 
eyes. A squirrel. I don't dislike night. Sure they have cars, but 
squirrels in general, . but how long wili that remain safe? 
something about the sqUIrrels All it takes is one squirrel with 
here at K college is ... Evil. an ice pick and lots of deter. 

They wait for me to walk out mination. 
of my dorm every morning. I They grow more restless day 
stare back at them, sometimes by day. Burger King employees 
screaming something intelligi· leave the store in groups every 
ble in a futile attempt to scare night, intimidated by the large 
them off. They just watch me mobs of squirrels that collect in 
like a potential rape victim and the parking lot behind the store. 
pace me all the way to Hicks Reports of miniature military 
Center. Every day, a couple parades and heated rallies have 
'more appear. Just watching ... been made, but not verified. 
and waiting. Numerous reports of squirrels 

I thought I was just being loitering, smoking,and 
paranoid. Yesterday,a swarm of shooting dice behind the 
frenzied squirrels attacked a Burgel King have been verified 
lone student on the stairway howev. ·. One Burger King 
behind Hoben, a location which empio~ :e reports, "they just 
just happens to be right outside stand II ~re, uneasily, almost 24 
my window. I witnessed the hours day, like they are 
whole incident from my room, waitin~ ror something to hap. 
transfixed with strange fascina· pen. F I ,nkly, I don't like it. 
tion. Security arrived before They ~ ( are away some of our 
they had a chance to start best cu, I(.mers. But what are we 
eating him, but they still made going 10 do? The general 
off with his wallet and his keys. managt'l tried to poison them 
His keysl Keys that open all the h 
dormitories in this school. with rCl ncid whoppers, but t ey 

just cal ne back later that night 
Somecash,too.Justimagining and ~ play painted anti. 
what a squirrel with a little hot homosexual grafitti all over the 
cash could buy in the ghettoes 
of Kalamazoo makes me shud. building 

It's beyond fear to me now. 
der. It's become a game of survival. It's rapidly becoming a pro· 
blem. They outnumber the Every day, more ~ople .sh.ow 
students on campus at least 3.1. ~p at Bronson HospItal mIssing 
In daylight, they roam closer fingers and toes, myste~iously 
and closer to the unsuspecting reluctant ,to explain h~w It hap· 
student's legs, by night they pened. I,m not walt~ng any 
roam in packs. Birds and chip. longer. I.ve recently u~stalled 
munks have disappeared on the ~rought Iron security Windows 
quad, replaced by odd red In ~y dorm room, and the Index 
streaks smeared all over the offIce has already started boar· 
sidewalks. Small trees and ding ~p the windows and 
bushes are vanishing, gnawed stockpiling canned goods .. If 
off neatly at their bases. Tat. anyone wants to. learn anythl~g 
tered bits of clothing litter a mo~e about thIS menace, III 
once green quad. The children be In my room stuffing empty 
do not play at Kalamazoo Col. acorn ~hells wi~h gunpowder 
lege any more. and BB s'. I do~ t know about 

Why don't the attack then? you, but I ~ gOing to be ready 
y when the hohts an nllt 

-1-fte:re. -was no -r-o om foY" 1-n.ew, 

t'h~ 1-001( ~'l\.Q. 'rY' pa~ €\",e.i.i'nere. 

With WJMD 
By Helene Baker 

It is 1986. WJMD, Michigan's lectures were added to the pro· 
oldest college radio station has gram. 
begun what we feel will be one In 1924, a new generator sent 
of its most successful years in WOAP's signal out as far as 
recent memory. This is Augusta . Willis Dunbar, 
Homecoming weekend; a time namesake of tonight's "Dunbar 
to remember the people and Sing" opened the year with a 
situations which have formed solo concert. And it is at this 
the structures of campus ac· point that our files become ter· 
tivities we so often take for ribly incomplete. 
granted. With this in mind, and The next documentation we 
at the beginning of my own have of the station is in the 
6·month term as General 1950's when the now·named 
Manager, I have compiled a WJMD was a campus success 
time·scan of WJMD history broadcasting the away· games 
which will hopefully jog the of "K" sports and moving into a 
memories of those of you who music format that was more 
were here at the start and, at the contemporary than any 
same time, make those of you previous one. 
who currently devote your time By 1968, the play lists were 
to the station aware of the roots filled with new hits by the 
of your positions. Beatles, Simon and Garfunkle, 

The flr.t record we have of and the 5th Dimension. It is 
the primitive·WJMD is in the hard to even imagine, here in 
Dec. 14, 1922 INDEX which 1986, what finding a new 
discussed the Radio Club's for· Beatie's LP in the WJMD 
mati on of WOAP which, in addi· mailbox must have felt like. 
tion to broadcasting music, in· In 1972, amid internal 
cluded hourly stock and crop disputes, the station was for· 
reports for Kalamazoo area tunate enough to record 
armers. , Senator McGovern's reaction to 

By 1923, WOAP was on the ' the news of the assassination at· 
ir as only the second station to tempt on George Wallace. 
riginate in Kalamazoo and had These recordings were then 
range of 100 miles. At this picked up by local and national 

ime, live performances by the stations for rebroadcast. 
glee club and plans for faculty 

Do you like . .. 
FOOD? 

In 1974, the station faced a 
situation of extreme conflict in· 
cluding the stealing of station 
property and the eventual 
resignation of the General 
Manager under a wave of divi· 
sion and mutiny. 

So what since? In my 3 + 
years here I have seen quarters 
where potential DJs have been 
turned away for lack of 
available air time and quarters 
where the staff hardly consisted 
of more than a Board of Direc· 
tors. 

Slowly, WJMD I. recover
Ing though. The 1986·87 year, 
it is planned, will see WJMD 
join with Fetzer Cable to once 
more return to community 
broadcasting, If only on a 
limited basis. It Is possible that 
the station will never reach the 
glory of the 1920's but in the 
1980's we have been allowed to 
make what we see as a new 
start, built on enthusiasm, 
dedication, and a responsibility 
to you who have worked so hard 
to give us this chance 

If any WJMD alumni would 
like to discuss the station or fill 
in any gaps in its histOry, feel 
free to call Helene Baker at 
3·9732 during this weekend or 
at any time. 

FREEGIFfS? 
COMPETITION? 
GIANT COOKIES? 
TALKING ON THE PHONE? 

Then you belong at the K -College 
Phonathon, Nov. 2-5, 9-12, 6:30-9 p.m.! 
To sign up as a volunteer caller, please see 
your floor advisor Oct. 23-26, or sign up at 
Hicks Center Oct. 29 & 30 and receive all of 
the above plus a free long distance phone 
call to anywhere in the United States at the 
end of a calling evening. Annual Fund 
needs you! 



New Records 
By Paul Regelbrugge and 
Rob Gro •• ett 

THE CHAMELEONS 
Strange Time. 

The Chameleons are a British 
band whose sound is refreshing. 
Iy unique, yet for those un. 
familiar with them, they import 
the emotional element of U2, 
and the spontaneity and energy 
level of Echo And The Bun. 
nymen. 

The Chameleons ' third 
album, Strange Time. , 
demonstrates a cool maturity 
that is expected of any group 
which has been in the music in· 
dustry for four years. However, 
what The Chameleons offer that 
so few of their peers succeed in 
doing, is a rousing and cap. 
tivating emotional showcase 
which builds up to moments of 
sheer desperation ("Caution," 
"Soul In Isolation ," " In 
Answer"), teases and satirizes 
("Time," "Childhood" ) and 
cools the listener down with the 
subtle frankness and chilling 
serene distances that "Tears" 
and ''I'll Remember" convey. 

Sin ger/ba .. l.tl chi e f 
.ongwrlterl Mark "Blrdy" 
Burge •• has grown increasing' 
Iy skeptical of life and people, 
and together with co. 
songwriter/guitarist "Reg", they 
paint portraits of solitary life in 
their music, and are able to con. 
vey a mood and conjure 
thought and query in the 
listener's head as well as any 
great 14th century landscape 
painter (particularly Casper 
David Friederich). Throughout 
their three· record career, "Bir. 
dy" and "Reg" have asked; " ... is 
there anyone there?", and fre. 
quently begin their songs with a 
brief description of a setting: 
"One cold, dark evening, . . ", 
"When It's summer and the 
skies are glass .. . " 

If Burgess has indeed grown 
increasingly cynical, he 
displays it in a more "Oh well, 
that's the way it goes" approach 
in several of the new songs. He 
describes the naive, simple life 
of children in "Childhood", and 
tells that we "have to make the 
most of your time" in "Time". 

Burge •• ' voice I. u.ually 
more forceful and gritty than 

, smooth or pleasant, though he 
shows that he really can "sing" 
quite well when the music 
slows. Ott!erwise, with the emo· 
tional content of so much of the 
group's material, it virtually 
necessitates such an energetic 

vocalist. The guitar work is 
phenomenal , as Reg and 
"Dave" explore new sounds and 
patterns in much the same 
trend·breaking modes as U2's 
"The Edge" , 

Featuring 17 songs, Strange 
Time. shows that The 
Chameleons have not only 
matured and developed into 
one of the "new wave's" finer 
and pleasantly original bands, 
but having been signed on to 
Geffen Records, they are ready 
for a potential breakthrough. 

The Chameleons are appear· 
ing at St. Andrew's Theatre in 
DetrOit, on November 1, 

A·HA ... Scoundrel Day. 

A·ha has held a special place 
in my heart since my voyage to 
France, when I purchased their 
first album for 72 francs and 
played it continuously in my 
walkman. Hunting High and 
Low traveled with me on 
numerous long train rides and 
to the fair European capitals, 
far and wide. 

The new album, Scoundrel 
Day., gets an enthusiastic, if 
somewhat subjective thumbs 
up from this critic, as one of the 
most enjoyable productions I've 
heard yet this year. Scoundrel 
Day. is a very energetic and 
thoroughly well·conceived 
album with a harder edge than 
the previous one. 

The album clips and bounces 
along with A·Ha's patented op· 
timism. Diversity in sound and 
styles throughout Scoundrel 
Day. is what elevates it above 
the standard pop fare. You pro· 
bably won't be gleaning any 
salien wisdom or insights from 
A·Ha's somewhat tirivial lyrics, 
but who really cares? A·Ha's 
realm is clearly entertainment 
and not enlightment. 

BOSTON ••• Third Stage 

For an album that supposedly 
"took nearly six years to con· 
ceive and complete," somehow 
I would have expected a better, 
more creative effort from the 
late· 70' s most successful and 
continuously air·played rock 
band : Boston. 

The 11 songs on the album 
are a collection of out·takes and 
gutless penmanship by Tom 
Scholz. Third Stage is not a 
particularly poor album, but it 
is a weak attempt to copy the 
highlights of their past, and 
there are really no new ideas at· 
tempted here. The result is a 

more "watered·down, " 
unstimulating musical event. 

Sure there Is the omnlpo· 
tent Brad Delp on vocals, 
whose range rivals the best of 
vocalists, and no, Tom Scholz 
hasn't lost his ear for melody or 
orchestrated guitar ar· 
rangements, but just as all of 
the songs were written at 
various moments over the last 
six years, this album has no 
continuity or 'togetherness.' It is 
a mere compilation of not par· 
ticularly inspiring songs. 

" Amanda" and "We're 
Ready" begin the album show· 
ing fair promise, but Third 
Stage loses it "direction" from 
that point, and the listener will 
inevitably find him/herself do· 
ing something else while listen· 
ing . I always like playing " fetch" 
with my dog. 

By P.R. 

1'1 E W 
ORDER ••• Brotherhood 

There really isn't very much 
to say about this album, as it is 
not at all unlike New Order's 
last release, Low Life, New 
Order has become a much 
more consistent band in terms 
of having 8· 10 solid, listenable 
songs on an LP, However, with 
that conSistency has come, for 
better or worse, clearly a more 
commmercial sound and 
delivery, Regarding their own 
success and increasing 
popularity, their development 
has certainly been for the bet· 
ter. 

Melodic and catchy hooks 
abound, New Order left their 
dark days of Joy Division 
behind, and produced an 
almost OMD·like (recent OMD, 
that ,is) clone on Brotherhood. 
The trading of dual vocal 
passages and symphonic syn· 
thesizers moments clearly bring 
to mind what OMD us doing 
nowadays, but New Order is 
probably more consistently 
melodic ("Bizarre Love 
Triangle" and especially "All 
Day Long"), The one clealy 
recognizable New Order feature 
which still plays an important 
role in their sound and adds 
particular distinction is the 
familiar, clanging guitar sound 
("Weirdo", " As It Is When It 
Was"). 

Not the most imaginative ef. 
fort in recent times, but 
Brotherhood is a very catchy 
and worthwhile investment. 

~I'I'''''''',''N & FLANNEL APPAREL 

S & TAPESTRIES 

Mon,-Sat. 10-6 
Wed , & Thur, 10-9 
115 W, Lovell 
Ph . 344-8220 

ETC ... 
Women's 
Awareness 
Week A 

By Maureen Francis, 
Jonl Overton, 
Margaret Wood 

Success 
Women's Awareness Week 

began with a chapel service call · 
ed "Listening For The Voice In 
The Garden;" a service which 

T S t d 0 t focused on the Creation Story omorrow, a ur ay, c. d d'ff ' f 
19 marks the last da of an I erent conceptIOns 0 

, , y Eve and the need to look 
KalalmaWzoo COl,legeAs first an, beyond surfaces and tradit ional 
nua omen s wareness , 
W k If ' 'd t assumptions, The week con· ee , you ve mise ou on, d 'th . t f 
the fun so far . don't despair tlnue WI a vane, y 0 open 

t 'll h th h t t classes, a concert given by the ·you s I ave e c ance 0 a . , , 
t d th W ' I t t faculty chamber musIc society, en e omen s n eres '" 
G TGIF F 'd ft a lecture on Women In Art roup on n ay a er· '" 

t 4 30 d th f 'l "M before the Twentieth Century 
noon a : an elm y , b B'II ' F' h t 
B 'II ' t C" d b given y I Ie IS er, an ar n Ian areer sponsore y , , , 
b th th F'I S ' t d WIG and literature exhibit done by 

o e l m oCle y an PIS 'th 'th I'b 
on Fri. and Sat. evenings at au ml son In , ,e I rary , a 
7'00 d 9'00 performance by Vlnle Burrows, 

' Th~n , tP,m, and a film sponsored by film 
IS pas summer as ' t "M B'II ' C " b f th W ' I socle y y n lant areer, 

mem ers 0 e omen s , n· As this week comes to a 
terest Group began planning close WIG hopes that the 
the events for fall quarter, peo· t f th' k d th 

' h h ' even SOlS wee an e pie came up Wit t e Idea of t t 'II h 
' , even s 0 come WI ave devoting an entire week to " , 

women, The goal of this week benefitted thiS community, The 
was to achieve a broader group felt the need for greater 
understanding of those within awareness here, an awareness 

' t d t which can then be transferred to our communi y an 0 , 
, , h the larger community, They recognize the accomplis ments h d t h ' th 't 

. ope 0 emp aSlze e Unl y ~f women, Planning lectures, rather than the separation bet. 
films, concerts, performances d d h 

ween men an women, an ow and open class rooms helped to th' 't II t 't II 
contribute to greater campus fese Ilsfsueshvl a y per alnt,o a 

H ' h I 0 us, you ave any ques Ions, awareness, aVlng a woe t t ' 
, com men s or sugges Ions week devoted to Issues surroun· I f 1ft ' , WIG t 

ding women, WIG hoped to find pease ee ree 0 JOin o· 
ways to actively involve the en. 
tire campus in both a positive 
and provocative way, 

QUADSTOP 
lEVIE~~~~ SPlEC~Al 

2 'fOR .9S 
000_.066 



SPORTS 
Women Kickers Upset Wisconsin 

"- -" '.., . 
The Women's soccer team swprlsed University o( 
Wisconsin (Milwaukee) by converting their opportunities 
Into goals. K Is ranked 11 th nationally and hopes (or a 
tel 'crnament bid (photo by John Drier). 

By Liz Glffels 

The Women's Soccer team 
continued their wining ways, 
shutting out University of 
Wisconsin (Milwaukee) 3·0 last 
Saturday. This victory was the 
sixth in a row and the ninth of 
the season for the team. Earlier 
in the week, the Hornets 
defeated Nazareth B·O. With its 
current winning streak, K has 
moved up from fourteenth to 
eleventh in the national polls, 
and is now 9·2·1. 

Against the tough Wiscon· 
sin team, the Hornet's solid 
defense denied their opponents 
any chance of capitalizing of· 
fensively with Cheryl Galindo 
and Stephanie Smith in the 
center and Tracey Beecher in 
the goal. The defense has yet to 
give up a goal at home this 
year. 

While Wisconsin couldn't 
take advantage of their scoring 
opportunities, K had little trou· 

ble finding the back of the net. 
Seven minutes into the game, 
Laura Wallis found an unmark· 
ed Renee Buchanan who pro· 
ceded to crank the ball into the 
lower left corner. Later in the 
half, Sarah Wallman threw the 
ball in to Kim Paterson who 
half· volleyed a bullet to the top 
left·hand corner of the net. A 
questionable offsides call 
negated the third goal off of a 
Buchanan breakaway. The 
Hornets never let down, 
however, playing with fiery in· 
tensity in the second half. The 
third and final goal, ensuring 
the K victory, came off the cor· 
ner kick duo of Paterson and 
Galindo. Paterson lofted a 
beautiful cross to the far post, 
the ball bounced once, and then 
Galindo's 5'11" frame leaped 
over the defender to head the 
ball into the back of the net. 

As the soccer team's 
ultimate goal is the' NCAA 
Division III playoffs, this victory, 

UNITED CoLORS OF BENETTON. 

against a highly regarded Divi· 
sion II school is very significant. 
Only the top twelve teams will 
be invited to the tourament, and 
as the Hornets are currently 
ranked eleventh, this win will 
most likely secure a playoff bid 
if the team continues to play 
solid soccer. 

''I'm being pessimistic in say· 
ing that this win will help us," 
states Assistant Coach Lee Par· 
nham, " but as this year is the 
first time there has been a tour· 
nament for Division III, the 
ranking system has been incon· 
nsistent." 

The Hornets face a tough 
MSU team this Friday. Early in 
the season, K lost to State 5·0. 
But with the rising intensity and 
improved level of play, the 
Spartans will be facing a whole 
new team, potentially geared 
for the National Champion· 
ships. 

Spikers Continue eDOWNTOWN 
KALAMAZooe 

Hours: Mon·Sat 10·6 
250 South Kalamazoo Mall 

e345·090ge Solid Play 
By Leonard Davis 

On October I, the Calvin Col. 
lege Volleyball team invaded 
the Oakland Gym at W.M,U. 
with a 17·1 record and ranked 
second in the nation. Calvin 
won the match in three straight 
sets:15·1, 15·7, and 15·1. On 
the bright side, junior Tara 
Twomey scored six straight ser. 
vice pOints in the second game. 

The team rebounded In 
dramatic fashion against 
Alma College on October 3. 
Behind the blocking of Susan 
Horst and Kerry Bruce, Kazoo 
won a tough five game match: 
15-12, 15·6, 12·15, 14·16, and 
15·10. Following the victory 
over Alma, Kazoo continued its 
winning ways over Olivet Col. 
lege in a four game match: 
11·15, 15·6, 15·6, and 15.13. 
The two game winning streak, 
however, ended in a hard 

fought match against the 
Adrian Bulldogs: 16·14, 3·15, 
15·9, and 15·9. 

K is now 3·3 in M.I.A.A. ac· 
tion and 14·11 overall. So far 
this season, the Hornets have 
more than doubled the number 
of wins from a year ago and the 
team is only 3 victories away 
from breaking the school 
record which was set at 16. With 
15 matches left to play, Coach 
Jeanne Hess feels confident 
that the record will be broken in 
what has become one of the 
best turn·arounds ever in the 
history of K sports. 

The next home contests 
for the team are on October 
27th at 7:00 p.m. against 
Nazareth, and U of M . Dear· 
born, and on October 29 versus 
Alma at Aquinas, beginning at 
6:00 p.m. All matches will be in 
the Anderson Athletic Center. 

300 S, Burdick 
Century Plaza 
Suite 173 
Kalamazoo, MI 
49007 

616/343-3446 

M·S 10·6 
W 10·8 

"Our advertisers Help Sponsor the INDEX, Please help 
Sponsor Their Storesl" 

- ---

MORE THAN A STORE-A LlFETSTYLE e 342.5996 

• Running • Soccer 

Mon·Sat 9·6 
Weda I). Thurs 9·9 

• Aerobics 

• Funwear 

Featuring the EXPERTISE of Bruce "FRISBEE" Johnson 
K·College Graduate CI ... of 19761 
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SPORTS 
Booter's Streak Halted At 2 

By Paul Regelbrugge 

The men's ' soccer team's 
string of 28 consecutive 
unbeaten regular season games 
came to an abrupt end last 
Tuesday In Holland, Michigan 
against rival Hope College, 1.0. 
tt was nearly two years ago, in 
October, 1984, when the 
Hornets lost their last regular 
season match against the same 
Hope Dutchmen by an identical 
score. In other action last week, 
K downed the Alma Scots 4·0, 
and the Adrian Bulldogs 2·0. 
The results gave the Hornets an 
8-1·1 record, and 5·1·1 in the 
MlAA, two points behind the 
Calvin Knights. 

Earller In the week, freshman 
sensation Peter Dewhirst netted 
three goals to add to his league 
leading total of 17 against 
Alma. Senior co·captain Paul 
Regelbrugge added the other 
goal. The game was played on 
Alma's impressive new artificial 
turf stadium. 

The Hornet. asaln 
dominated Adrian, but once 
again had some difficulty fin· 
ding the net. Sophomore Chris 
Dukes didn't have that problem 
however, when he ripped a 
ferocious llne drive into the up· 
per right corner of the Qoal on a 
free kick in the first half of play. 
Dewhirst added his 18th goal in 
the second half as a result of 
determination and anticipation. 
K had several other fine 
chances, but the goal posts pro· 
ved to be nemeses for Danish 
freshman Claus Poulsen, who 
hit two outstanding shots off 
the crossbar. 

Sophomore goalkeeper Brian 
Libby earned the shutout 
against Alma, and was joined 
by freshman Jim Russell for the 
shutout In the Adrian game. 

Fresluruua Peter Dewhirst lJUIIleuoers the ball In last 
week's action agalnat Acfrlan. Dewhirst has a league 
leading J B goals In J 0 games for the Hornets (photo by 
John Drier. 

Sports 

In 

By Mark Fratarcansell (In 
cooperation with Andy Reid) 

Men'. Cro •• Country 

Against Hope, the Hornets 
and Dutchmen traded excellent 
scoring opportunities In the 
first half, but nlether team 
could convert Its chances. In the 
second half, K appeared to have 
unlocked the door to Hope's 
goal with a flurry of excellent 
plays and chances in the first 20 
minutes, but again had dlfficul· 
ty getting a clear shot on the 
goal. Then Hope's top scorer, 
Jerry Nyanor converted a seem· 
Ingly Ill·fated run into a shock· 
ing goal that left the Hornets 
looking at the referee hoping 
that perhaps he whistled the 
ball out of bounds before the 
goal, but to no avail. Nyanor ran 
towards the left of the goal, tak· 
Ing two Hornets' defensemen 
with him, and centered the ball 
perfectly for a stumbling 
freshman who headed the ball 
Into the net whlle falling to the 
ground. The Hornets continued 
to apply pressure but for the 
first time in 700 days, lady luck 
was not with K In the regular 

"We have our back. 
asalnst the .all now, but we 
still control our own destiny, 
said senior co·captaln Jon 
Beaubien In reference to the 
faet that the Hornets can still 
win the MlAA and earn an 
NCAA tournament bid by winn· 
ing their remaining league 
games (this includes rematches 
with Calvin and Hope), "we all 
feel that we're capable of play· 
Ing the best soccer In the 
league, now we just have to pull 
together and prove it." 

Brief •.• 

In men's Cross Country last 
week, Kalamazoo finished 12th 
of 22 teams at the Tri·State In· 
vitational. The team finished 
with 338 points behind only 
Hope (67 points, 1st place) and 
Alma 270 pOints, 10th) from 
the MIAA. Peter McNelis had 
the best time for the Hornets 
finishing 17th. Other highs for 
Kalamazoo were Chris Rito, 
who finished 49th and Mike 
Fortman who came in 8Ist. 

Women'. Field Hockey 
Foul weather and two tough 

losses dampened the spirits of 
the women's Field Hockey team 
this week as Kalamazoo drop· 
ped two games losing 3·1 to 
Alma and 2·1 to Adrian. Laura 
Behling and Cindy Lamerson 
picked up the only two goals in 
these games. The team hopes 
to end the season on a positive 
note with victories against Hope 
and Calvin. 

season 

Rice University MBA 
High Quality for 
High Achievers 

Learn how you can prepare for a career in management Discover 
how the innovative curriculum of Rice University's Jesse H. 
Jones Graduate School 01 Administration integrates the 
study of the JXivate, public, and international sectors throughout 
the curricula to provide a superioc management education. 
Visit our representative on your campus: 

On: Tuesday, October 28,9:00-2:00 P.M. 
T' 

At: Career Development Center 
Or - Mail the coupon below to receive an application and 
brochure. 
p~~~-----------------
N~~ ______________________________ ___ 
A~~----______________________ ___ 

City _______________ State Zip _______ _ 

College Degree D,..,ate.c-_____ _ 

Return to: Rice University 
Jones Graduate School 01 Administration 

P.O. Box 1892, Houstoo, TX 77251 
(713) 527-4918 

Rice UDivenity iI &II EOI AA ilIItilWal 

This week's action saw 
Kalamazoo on top of Albion 
20·36. Top runners for the 
Hornets this week were Chris 
Rito, taking first place at 26:26, 
Peter McNelis, with second at 
26:31, Mike Fortman, running 
fourth with a 27 :18 time and 
Stosh Powell, picking up fifth at 
27:55. 

Qolf 
The Kalamazoo Golf team 

has had a difficult time getting 
teed off as of late with heavy 
rains leaving courses at Calvin , 
Olivet and Adrian unplayable. 
When the Hornets were finally. 
able to play this week at Olivet 
they finished fifth out of seven 
teams . Top shooters for 
Kalamazoo was Malcolm 
Williamson, who finished up 
with a 78, taking a second place 
finish . 

lOS East Michigan 
343·3922 

NIGHTLY ENTERTAINMENT 

I Outdoor Dining Area Now Open! 

~ew Menu Selections ... 
Crab Casserole 
Chicken Cordon Bleu 
Ca tch of the Day 
Croissant Sandwiches 

Plus your old favorites: Stuffed Potatoes Served 10 different 
I ways and All Beef Burgers in 12 varieties. 

New CbamplIlfDe List 
33 Different International and Domestic Beers 

,--------------.. I Enjoy Sunday Dinner I 
I and for any dinner purchased you I 
I get ~ second 01 equal value I 
I FHEV, , co~f:u~~~~ays I 
I .rJ. 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. I 
.. 

CHAPS· lOS E. MICHIGAN. 343.3922 ... 

-------------
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Drop 

MIAA 

Opener 
The Grldders sqlUll'e off lIlIalnat Taylor. Kickoff for 
tomorrow's Homecoming game lIlIalnat OU"et ,. at 2:00 
p.m.(photo by John Drier). 

O.r ret.ra .... ' ••• 1 will ." .... t t. 'rl ... ac1 .... 
• r t'e s .. lrlt .r yesteryear t ......... after .... . 
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The BUZZ stops here ... 
aip this ad. bring it to Haircut, Plus 
6-~ $1 on any Haircut (reg. $8) or 
SaK' $5 on any f\!rm (reg. $23). Pull the plug on 

"has been hair" 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
hal ircutl 
pU/ ••• 11 

By Pat Walsh 

The Fighting Hornet's 
hopes of capturing the league 
football championship were 
stalled Saturday when Albion 
defeated "K" by a score of 50 ·8. 

The Brittons scored 21 first· 
quarter pOints and 14 second· 
quarter points to post a com· 
manding 35·0 half·time lead. 
Lance Brown, Albion's All· 
American candidate, Steve 
Pente, and quarterback Dave 
Yaw provided most of Albion's 
scoring punch for the after· 
noon. Brown scored on runs of 
one, nine, and 18 yards and 
finished with a total of 142 
yards on 25 carrries. Yaw pass· 
ed for two touchdowns, one to 
Steve Pente and the other to 
Brad Collar, and finished the 
day with seven completions in 
15 attempts for 121 yards. 
Pente also scored on a four·yard 
plunge in the first quarter. AI· 
bion's offense gained 435 total 
yards on offense. 

The Hornets's offense could 
not quite gain the momentum It 
needed to put points on the 
board. In fact, It was not until 
the fourth quarter, with 18 
seconds left In the game, that 
"K" showed some life and 
scored their lone touchdown. 
Reserve freshman quarterback 
Rick Marion successfully hook· 
ed up with Phil Candy for a 
24·yard touchdown pass. Scott 
Knapp then caught a Marlon 
pass for the two·polnt conver· 

sion. In all, "K" totalled just 
118 yards offensively. Doug 
Eckert provided most of the 
Hornet's rushing power, gaining 
41 yards on ten carries. 

A week ago, the Fighting 
Hornet. were defeated by 
Taylor University, a N.A.I.A. 
Divison \I school. The score was 
not indicative of the effort the 
Hornets displayed to their home 
crowd. The Trojans scored 14 
unanswered points during the 
final two minutes of the second 
quarter and took a 21·6 
halftime lead. "K's" offense, for 
the second week in a row, show· 
ed signs of potential, scoring on 
three long drives and gaining 
an impressive 298 total yards. 
Moreover, the offense had a 
balanced attack. Dave Smith 
and senior reciever Todd 
Jensen connected on three 
touchdown passes. For the 
afternoon, Smith completed 12 
of 19 passes for 154 yards and 
Jensen caught 3 passes for 80 
yards. The grol,lndllame was led 
by Tyler Lipschultz, Dan Hub· 
bard, and Doug Eckert. 

Coach Heath encouraged 
his team Saturday to maintain 
a positive attitude. ''I'm still 
behind you guys," he said after 
Saturday's loss. This week the 
Hornets play host to Olivet. 
The game will start at 2 p.m . 
because of the Homecoming 
festivities. 

Women Harriers 

Running Strong 

By Valerie Stone 

The Women'. Vanity 
Cro •• ·Country team came 
out victorious In their first 
league meet against Albion last 
weekend. Contributing to the 
final score of 20·36 were Senior 
captain Val Stone In first place 
with a time of 19:04, freshmen 
Jenny Wytko and Colleen 
Cosgrove in second and third 
places with times of 19:21 and 
20: 11 respectively, sophomore 
Janet Simmons in fourth place 
with a time of 20: 19, and Jac· 
que Reinstedler in fifth place 
with a time of 22:45. 

senior Nancy Spangler. Also 
contributing to the team's im· 
provement are a number of 
outstanding rookies and 
freshmen who give depth to the 
team: senior Tracey Long, 
sophomore Claudine Dubois, 
sophomore Relnstedler, and 
freshmen Wytko, Cosgrove, 
Susan Halasz, Fraclne Green, 
and Heather Brady. 

L KaIamazoo(~ero381·1222 & 4409 s. WestMdgeIM. (at KiIgoI'eI 0 381·Z100 .J 
_ «()IJI'Of'J _ _ (OOJ'ON_ 

The team has improved 
dramatically in comparison 
with past years. Returning run· 
ners include Stone, Simmons, 
junior Vivienne DuChamp, and 

Earlier In the season, the 
team showed promise at the 
Hope Invitational and the 
GLCA's by running strongly, 
and placed fifth out of 14 teams 
at a Tri·State Invitational in In· 
diana where Stone finished 
third in a field of over 100 run· 
ners. 
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Light Seeks Increased Faculty Diversity 
by Paul Regelbrugge 

With Ie.. than two full· 
American born mlnorl· 

fac:ultty members, and many 
vacancies opening up in 
ear fu tu re due t o 

lro,t i .. ~m .. nlts , K's Provost Dr. 
Light said in a recent 

' n' •• rv li .. ", in his office that the 
will be striving for a 

greater diversity. 
the long run , the pro· 

of faculty in a major in· 
should more or less 

Ira''' .. ,r' the ethnic composition 
growing area ," said Light, 
don't come close. Once 

consider that, we need to 
some special efforts." 

said that faculties have 
",nnH"V made colleges and 

universities great, and now that 
an excellent wave of faculty will 
be retiring in the next 1 0 years, 
K is concerned to obtain an in· 
creasing amount of diversity to 

add to this institution's already 
excellent reputation. "It's not a 
quota ," said Light, "It's a goal." 

To better acquaint 
themselves with how to cope 
with the desired need for diver· 
sity, 11 representatives from K 

attended an important Great 
Lake. College. A..oclatlon 
meeting in late September at 
Earlham College in Richmond, 
Indiana. It was said that 
midwestern colleges have not 
met responsible proportions of 
minorities or women in the 
facuity ranks. Whi le Kalamazoo 
College is below the average, it 
is not at the bottom. Two 
signifigant issues arose from 
the meeting. 

First, when recruiting 
faculty, .taff and .tudenu, 
Light said that "we can't just ex· 
pect that people are going to 
come here when we advertise, 
we have to agressively recruit 
minorities . it's not the first 

thought of a scholarly minority 
person to come to K." This 
statement refers to the fact that 
minorities are in very high de· 
mand everywhere, with many of 
them being offered large 
salaries or scholarships by in· 
stitutions with significantly 
larger funds, and often, already 
greater ethnic diversity thus 
making that particular institu· 
tion more conducive to the pro· 
spective professor or student. 
Therefore, they must be con· 
vinced that K is worth their 
time. 

Light added that K must go to 
extrodinary lengths to make 
sure that people hear about K in 
a positive light. "It is a big 
lengthy process requiring a lot 
of phon~, calls· advertising isn't 
enough. 

The .econd crucial I .. ue is 
that everyone on campus needs 
to pay a lot of attention to the K 
atmosphere and be consciously 

Fairlie Mystery Remains 
By Anna L. Borgman ding ." She found h iffi planes throughout the night in 

"delightful on the phone," hopes that Fairlie would be on a 
Henry Jone. Fairlie, con· although she was " expecting to later flight .. he was not. 

trlbutlng editor to The New dislike him (after the difficulty Fairlie'. abHnce at thl. 
Republic, was scheduled to act the College had had in cont.ac· late date put the rupon. 
as Commencement speaker for ting him)." Offering health pro· .lbUlty of the Commence. 
the Kalamazoo College blems as an explanation, he ment .peech in the hands of 
graduating class of 1986 .. he apologized for not having con· President Breneman. Accor. 
never arrived. Although several tacted the College sooner and ding to Breneman's secretary, 
attempts have been made to assured Ms. Allen that he was Kay Stratton, the president 
contact him at the New looking forward to coming to stayed up the night before 
Republic, he has been Kalamazoo. preparing for his speech. On 
unavailable for comment .. no However, the College was June 14, 1986 he spoke before 
explanation has been offered to unable to contact Mr. Fairlie the graduating class of 
the College for his absence. again until Marcia Price of the Kalamazoo College quipping 

On January 14, 1986 the Alumni Office reached him two that, "There is no Henry Jones 
Commencemen.t Commit!ee days prior to Commencement. Fairlie, I made him up ..... 
extended an official invitation At this time, he restated that he Looking back on the situa· 
to Fairlie. Dean Dewey of the was delighted to be coming and tion now, Ms. Stratton stated 
Chapel, ex officio C?airman of gave Price his time of arrival, that, "We have been through 
the committee, received verbal although he was unsure of his the nightmare ... the worst thing 
acceptance from Fairlie bet· departure date and time in the . that can happen (an important 
w~~ January and February. event that he "might stay speaker not showing up for ~ 
Fairlie assured the Dean that around for a few days." major event) has happened. 
written acceptance would soon Dr. Robert Stauffer of the She expressed her desire to 
follow . . When no confirmation Sociology Department, the forget that Henry Jones Fairlie 
was recleved, several follow·up member of the Commencement had ever existed. Dr. Stauffer 
phone calls were made and let· Committee who had originally said that, "I am very aggravated 
ters sent during March, April , nominated Fairlie, went to the about his behavior. Knowing 
and May. airport on the night of Friday, what we know now, I would say 

Susan W. Allen of the Public June 13 to meet the arriving that it was incredibly irresponsl. 
Relations Department made Commencement speaker. ble that he didn't get in touch 
several phone calls to Fairlie at Realizing that Mr. Fairlie had with us at the very least." 
The New RepUblic and was able not arrived at the scheduled Reliable .ource. con. 
to "embarrass him into respon· time he continued to nected to The New Re ubllc 

active and aware to assure that 
this campus is warm and 
welcome to diversity. "This is 
just as important as the hiring," 
said Light, "We don't want 
anyone to feel like a token or 
display . . . we want them to 
become a legitimate part of th is 
campus." 

Light said that it is more im· 
portant to have diversity on an 
academic campus than 
anywhere else, because that's 
where the real talent comes 
from. There is a greater concen· 
tration of intelligence, energy 
and talent in an academic en· 
viroment, and thus, having a 
more diverse campus composi· 
tion will lead to increased 
perceptions and realizations of 
what to expect in the working 
world after graduation, and ac· 
tually a more diverse, aware 
and open·minded person. "We 
need to be celebrating and en· 
couraging diversity," said Light. 

ProDO.t Tlmothll Ullltt 

Unsolved 
.tated that, "He is very eccen· 
tric ... there are strict orders not 
to give his home phone number 
out ... he never, never answers 
his phone calls either at home 
or at The New RepUblic." Unfor· 
tunately only speculations can 
now be made as to the real 
reason for his absence. 

Thl. year'. Commence· 
ment Committee I. working 
to avoid la.t year'. unfor· 
tunate clrcum.tance.. They 
have sent out invitations to 
their top choices for both Com· 
mencement and Baccalaureate. 
Qualifications for speakers are 
that: (1) their work be on a large 
scale, either national or interna· 
tlonal in scope, (2) their work be 
representative of the liberal 
arts, the "K" community, and its 
constituents, (3) their coming to 
the College contribute to the 
strength and attractiveness of 
"K", (4) they are articulate and 
that they have past speaking ex· 
perience, and (5) they are_ 
suitable for an honorary degree 
from the College. 

the Committee's first choice 
for commencement speaker 
was Donald McHenry, a pro· 
fessor at Georgetown who was 
ambaSSlldor to the United Na· 

tions under the Carter Ad· 
ministration. He, however, turn· 
ed down the invitation in a let· 
ter postmarked from Russia. 

The Committee ha. now 
.ent an Invitation to 
Leonard Bern.teln, com· 
poser, pianist, and conductor 
who has worked for the 
Metropolitan Opera, Vienna 
State Opera, and most recently 
the New York Philharmonic. He 
wrote "West Side Story" and 
"Fancy Free", and has won an 
Emmy for his work. The Com· 
mittee is awaiting his reply 
presently .. in the event that he 
is unable to accept the invita· 
tion, their next choice is Dennis 
Brutus, a South African poet 
who is a tenured professor at 
Northwestern and has strong 
anti· Apartheid convictions. 

For Baccalaureate, the Com· 
mittee has chosen to invite Cor· 
etta Scott King, widow of the 
late Martin Luther King. She is 
active in the civil rights move· 
ment and is recipient of the 
Waterer peace prize. She cur· 
rently serves as a cable news 
commentator in Atlanta , 
Georgia. 

ormer K Pro eglns new 
By Jeffrey S. Silverman 

La.t week In Kampala, 
Uganda, an attempt to II· 
legally reln.tate the king of 
the Baganda tribe, or the 
Kabaka , was thwa rted by 
military forces loyal to the 
government. 

Kampala , the capital city of 
Uganda, was the scene of what 
Time described as merely the 
latest chapter in Uganda's 23 
year cycle of bloodshed and tur· 
moil. As a result of the insurrec· 
tion, President Yoweri Musevini 
filed treason charges against 18 
political act ivists, including 
three ministers in the 
36·member Cabinet. The alleg· 
ed conspirators were members 
of the Baganda tribe who were 
evidentiy dissatisfied with their 
lack of reward for having earlier 
backed Musevini during the 
five·year civil war that brought 
him to power 

Former Kalamazoo Col· 
lege profe .. or Dr, Jo.hua 

mb is on Musevini su . 

porter that has no such com· had Victoria's brother 
plaints. Muvumba recently assasinated. Another bad sign 
returned to Uganda and was came when the Muvumba's 
nam~d ~s one . of t~e top passports were withdrawn. But 
preSidential adVisors In the the fina I straw came in 
country. This homecoming September 1977 when another 
marked his first appearance in of Victoria's brothers, a fo rmer 
Uganda in just under a decade. a m bassado r to Germa ny, 
!"uvum.b~ , the son .of t~e gathered together other Ugan. 

pnme minister, and hiS Wife dan exiles with the goal of over. 
Victoria, daughter of King Ga· th row ing Amin . Muvu m ba 
syonga of Ankole, had what has knew then that their lives were 
been described as a "fa iry tale in jeopardy. 
existence." They lived in a Leaving hi. three young 
palace as big as the Kalamazoo girl. with Victoria'. mother, 
College campus. They possess· Muvumba and his wife fled the 
ed al.1 the am~nities of the r~ya l country. They hired villagers to 
family. ThiS dre a m life , lead them through the thick 
however, d~d no~ last. very long. jungle into Kenya. Shortly after 
In 197~, Idl Amln .selzed power the escape their home was 
and did away With the four looted and ransacked. Six mono 
kingdoms of Uganda, one of ths later, in February, their 
which was Ankole. three daughters were brought 

Muvumba was forced to work to them smuggled out of Ugan. 
in a paper factory. He lived in da in th~ back of a truck. 
constant fear because of his and After a ban on Ugandan 
his .wi~e's politi~al prominence, refugees was lifted in 1977, 
their lI.ves were In d~nger. In the Muvumba received permission 
follOWing years, thiS fear took to come to the United States. 

-After he was able to secure stu· 
dent status here he sent for the 
rest of his family. He then 
entered Harvard where he earn· 
ed his masters and doctorate in 
political science. In 1982 , 
Muvumba accepted a teaching 
pOSition at Kalamazoo College 
where he remaIned for four 
years. During his stay at 
Kalamazoo, Muvumba taught 
courses on Afr ica, the Soviet 
Union , and compa ra tiv e 
politics. Much of his final year 
at the scool was spent in phone 
contact to Musevini and the 
writing of pages of proposals on 
how the new government 
should operate. 

It was first believed by 
members of Kalamazoo College 
faculty that Muvumba had reo 
mained out of politics in order 
to manage the f!lmily farm in 
Uganda. But phone conversa· 
tions with his brother·in·law· 
John Rutega in Uganda have 
led to the discovery of Muvum· 
ba's present important political 

role. Rutega described his posi· 
tion as vital to the rebuilding of 
the war·torn country. Muvum· 
ba's specific task is to research 
and rehabilitate Karomoja, a 
remote area on the border of 
Kenya where much of the anti· 
Musevini guerillas are head· 
quartered. This includes the 
establishment of security forces 
to maintain law and order and 
to develop a stable educational 
system. 

Although attempu to con· 
tact Muvumba have thu. far 
been futile , every indication is 
that all is weil. Presently, he is 
living with his wife and children 
in a hotel in Kampala. Rutega 
believes that this arrangement 
is short term and will change as 
soon as the family gets settled. 
However, as a result of the reo 
cent political uprisings and the 
nature of Muvumba's newly ac· 
quired role, his future and that 
of his country remains uncer· 
tain. 



--- ---- -----

Idle Thoughts 
By P. Casey Coston 

luue -3 October 31: Here it is, yet another installment of 
my pointless ruminations. So far so good. One thing t~at con· 
tinues to disturb me, however, is the marked want of mail and 
input that our tabloid so dearly needs to survive and flourish. At 
this writing we have not yet received one iota of mail pertaining 
to the past two issues and what is needed to improve the Index 
in the future. It doesn't really matter if the criticism is good, bad, 
or ugly, we simply need to know. To coin a phrase made famous 
by one of our journalistic peers "Enquiring minds want to 
know." Through various campus sources (who shall remain 
nameless), I have detected a definite amount of discontent with 
our campus bugle. This mumbling criticism, however, has yet to 
rear Its ugly, but much appreciated head. 

There has been an ample supply of congrats and com· 
pllments, but those work mainly to boost staff morale and in· 
f1ate aspiring journalistic egos. The compliments are all fine and 
dandy, but they don't do much In the way of helping us to im· 
prove. This newspaper should be for everyone in the campus 
community. If you feel that we're ignoring some worthy aspect 
of campus life, please let us know and we'll try to accommodate 
you. I realize that this is something of a rehash of my first col· 
umn where I asked for input, but the point needs to be stressed. 

Well, -I guess the above could be calied the quarterly attack on 
campus apathy, which Is something no self·respecting college 
journal should be without. No, this isn't one of those tired 
funeral orations dealing with the disappearance of campus 
radicals, but simply a request for comments so that we will be 
better able to serve our readers. Aren't we the altruistic staff. 

I've decided this week to move on to different topics Instead 
of dwelling on one major issue. Sort of an open running stream 
of consciousness If you will. Hell, If Joe Falls and Bob Talbert 
can get away with this and get paid, I might as well try It once. 

Gee, the c:ampus looks pretty In autumn. This is probably 
the most beautiful college campus In Michigan. 

I wish I was back In France right now. A bad attack of foreign 
study nostalgia. 

Does anyone have a good topic for an opinion column? 
Enough of that garbage. Homecoming was certainly a 

memorable occasion. Kudos go to the football team for a fine 
performance In front of an enthusiastic crowd. It is too bad that 
our "magnanimous friends at Nazareth College" saw something 
of an uglier side of the "K" student body at the dance. It seems 
_ more than a few overzealous student·partygoers saw the 
dance as a fitting opportunity to demonstrate their proficiency 
at disgorging all contents within their collective gastrointestinal 
tracts. Needless to say, the clean·up crew was not in an enviable 
position. However, I found the chicken hors d'oeuvres to be 
quite tasty in the non· regurgitated form. 

I don't know about anybody else, but I would have rather seen 
the dance held in Old Welles. Let the alumni dance in the gym. 

Fifth week w .. certainly not a memorable week for me 
except for Its notoriety. Major exams on Wednesday and Friday, 
plus a paper on Friday. This wouldn't have been so bad except 
for the fact that the Index layout takes place on Thursday night 
from approximately 7:30 to 2:30 a.m. What funl Nine Index staff 
members are the lucky recipients of that Friday exam. When we 
approached our prof about moving the exam to Monday, he ex· 
claimed: "Well, you're here to take exams." Wow, that's a revela· 
tionl Forget about your career developments, S.I.P.'s, foreign 
study, campus events and organizations, broadening horizons, 
et. al. We're just here to take exams. Golly, Is that what a liberal 
arts education entails? 

By the way, Steve Raymond "on the Freshmen beat" 
thinks that "XTC" Is both his favorite musical group and drug. 

Any good topics for an opinion column yet? 
Gee the campus looks swell In October. 
Hey, Halloween Is upon us. All you trick-or-treaters be sure to 

watch out for metallic apples and cyanide candy bars. Hmmm, 
what would be a good costume? How about a big fig newton? 
Maybe I could go as Robert Fairlie. That would certainly be easy 
as nobody really knows what he looks like In person. 

This may sound utremely subJective, but the referee 
for the men's soccer game agalnal Western Michigan 
University really seemed to be blued against our beloved 
Hornets. It's too bad. He certainly "shaped the game." 

I wonder when we'll have our first Inch of snow. Vemlsl 
thinks It will be the fourteenth of November. I say the twenty
fourth. Maybe we'll take an Index polland give away a nifty snow 
shovel to the winner_ 

Perhaps the Indu doesn't receive any mall because 
we're not controversial enough. Here Is my controversey
provoking statement for this week: I don't like "Miami Vice." 
There It Is, I'll just sit back and walt for the mall to pour In. 

The Meta just won the World Series as I'm writing. I wouldn't 
mind being In New Vork right now. 

Happy H.lloween 

&Il1ors 1'I0te: After this column went to print, our beloved and 
benevolent prof granted a tlmely postponement of the exam. His 
name wUl be revered In the hallowed halls of the Index for years to 
come, and U wUl forever be a battle cry for those people whose 
extra-curricular acUv/Ues con{llct with their studies. 

LAttus to tile edltor are lDe'c:ome and urged. P ..... 
leap Uwn short and to tIle.polnt, and Uaell must be sign· 
ed. 

- - - - --- -

A Boost For Athletics At K 
By Paul Regelbrugge 

Athletics h.ve traditional· 
Iy been a focal point; a source 
of pride and spirit in college 
and university life. In fact , the 
recognition of athletic ex
cellence very often outshines 
academic accomplishments. 
Hundreds of thousands of 
followers and fanatics flock to 
see their football and other 
sports teams play across the 
country every week, and star 
athletes are frequently lauded 
and admired for their recent 
performances, being place on a 
a pedestal above everyone else 
as if they were "superhuman". 
This is not exclusively an 
American phenomenon; 
outstanding soccer players are 
idolized throughout the world, 
as ice hockey, baseball and 
cricket stars are equally praised 
in their respective regions 
where their sport is prominent. 

While that exaltation may in
deed exist at some scaled-down 
level at Kalamazoo College, It 
has played a very tertiary role to 
academic concerns and Saga 
gossip and chatter. lam certain
ly not suggesting that fellow K 
students coo and gurgle at the 
sight of our own athletes, I am 
simply asking that we make 
time in our schedules to sup
port and cheer our athletic 
teams whenever possible. My 
assessment of the current situa
tion is that too many students 
and even faculty at this college 
tend to view our sports program 
as a mere aside or release to our 
rigorous academic program. 
They fail to realize or unders
tand that at least for the athletes 
themselves, the difference bet
ween winning and losing means 
how much sleep he/she will get 
that night. For many of the 
athletes, they have participated 
in a particular sport for most of 
their lives and their sport is 
something in which they really 
excel; whether they are a star 
performer, an excellent team 
player, or just an average player 
who gives 110 percent every 
day to get the most out of 
his/her ability. 

As an-athlete myself, I know 
that having a large, vocal crowd 
in support of our soccer team 
gives an extra boost to the 
team, and an additional incen
tive to excel and win. Not only 
am I la Ing my best for myself 
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and more importantly for the 
benefit of my team, but having 
a good crowd gives us a feeling 
of community and truly playing 
for our school. It is important to 
see that our college supports 
us, for after all , we are represen
ting Kalamazoo College. The 
same can be said about every 
one of our sports teams , 
whether they have been winn
ing or losing. 

What everyone must 
realize at K, is that we are an 
NCAA Division Three School, 
thus meaning our institution is 
not able to offer athletic 
scholarships. In addition to 
that, K has amongst the highest 
academic standards in the 
midwest, and is also one of the 
most expensive. Realizing thllt, 
in order to get excellent 
athletes who not only excel in 
the classroom and can afford to 
come here is a very difficult 
task. K often has to rely on the 
virtue of its academic reputa
tion alone to try to compete 
with not only other colleges and 
universities, but lower tuitions 
and substantial scholarship 
funds for athletes. 

These facts make It all the 
more formidable that K's 
men's and women's tennis 
teams have annually been na
tional powerhouses, including a 
national championship for the 
men last year; the men's swim
ming team has had astounding 
success; and the men's and 
women's soccer teams have 
also established K's name as 
one to be reckoned with at the 
national level. It is also 
remarkable to see the women's 
volleyball team become a 
highly competitive team after 
years of floundering in the 
cellar of the MIAA. This winter, 
the women's basketball team is 
considered one of the nation's 
top division three teams. Four 
years ago, the team snapped a 
54 game losing streak. 

I also applaud the induction 
of 14 outstanding K athletes 
from throughout the years into 
the all-new Kalamazoo College 
Sports Hall of Fame located in 
the lobby of the Anderson 
Athletic Center. This recogni
tion demonstrates a long
needed acknowledgement of 
athletic ability at K. Every year, 
a committee of K faculty and 

athletic department members 
will meet to induct seven new 
Hall of Fame plaque recipients 
to be honored each year as a 
part of the Homecoming 
Festivities. With several K 
athletes earning All-American 
status in the last few years, it 
pleases me that they can 
receive formal recognition by 
their own college that they 
represented so very well in their 
years at K. 

We on the Index are doing 
everything we can to provide 
full sports coverage, and cheer 
all the teams and their in
dividual members whenever 
possible. I recently heard from 
an athletic coach that when the 
men's tennis team won the na
tional championship last spr
ing, the feat received an em
barassingly low amount of 
coverage and recognition by 
that quarter's Index, and the 
entire campus community. He 
added that at most colleges or 
universities, any national con
tenders, let alone champions, 
are heralded as kings and 
queens and provide a signifi
cant boost of school pride. 

Certainly Kalamazoo Col· 
lege Is well· known for It's 
academic achievements, but 
with an additional amount of 
vocal and emotional support for 
all of our teams, it will not only 
give the athletic participants a 
feeling that they really are play
ing for their friends and school , 
but it also could help turn 
losses or average performances 
into victories and sources of 
school spirit-the latter being 
for the most part, more of an 
ideal or a goal instead of 
realization at this time. 
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alendar of Events 
By Robert Grossett 

A termathof 
Hom.ecoming 86 

Saturday, November 1 

12 high school marching bands from Michigan, Illinois, and 
Indiana will take the field of Waldo Stadium for the WMU spon
sored "Caivacade of Bands." The competition will begin at ap
proximately 12:55 pm with local favorites, the Portage Northern 
High School Band, kicking off at 1: 15 pm. Tickets are $4.00 at 
the gate. 

Returning favorite David Copperfield will perform at the 
Miller Auditorium. This comely lad, known for his large-scaie 
feats of magic will amaze and delight all. Two shows are 
scheduled at 3:00 and 7:30, but hurry, tickets are disappearing 
fast. Call 383-0933 

Motown's Lionel Ritchie and Prince's form~r squeeze Shelia 
E. will rock the Joe Louis Arena. Though Ritc ie's new release is 
somewhat anti-climatic, his pure showmansh p will dazzle and 
have you "Dancing on the Ceiling." Phone 567·7000 

Resurrected Tony Orlando sans Dawn will appear at the 
Premier Center. I thought Tony was doing a talk show these 
days. Call 978-8700. 

Nick Cave and The Bad Seeds visit St. Andrew's Hall in 
Detroit. This new wavelprogresseive band Is filling in for the 
canceled Chameleons. In Top 40 terms that's a little like Wang 
Chung filling in for The Police. 287·8090. The Chameleons lire 
rescheduled for November 28. 

Sunday, November 2 

The Blind Pig in Ann Arbor hosts the imcomparable Sonic 
Youth with Firehouse. This explosive double bili will sear your 
socks oft.. (Actually, I put them in because I like the name.) 
Phone 996·8555. 

Monday, November 3 

Kooky Gallagher kicks off a 7 night stint at the Royal Oak 
Music Theatre. The man who Invented the vegematic will keep 
you cbortling all night. 546·7610. 

Wednesday, November 5 

You cannot say you've experienced comedy until you see 
Sam Kinison at the State Theatre. This former evangelist has ap· 
peared on Saturday Night Live, as well as, Rodney Dangerfield 
Comedy Specials. He is truly original and very loud. 

Washington D.C.'s Tommy Keene brings his dulcet new wave 
melodies to The Blind Pig in Ann Arbor. Be sure to attend this 
unique one-night-only performance. Call 996-8555. 

See W.M.U.'s splashy production of "A Chorus Line." A star
studded cast of Bronco hoofers will kick their way into your 
heart. For tickets and information call 383-6222. 

Saturday, November 8 

Fantastic Billy Joel makes a stop at Joe Louis Arena for an 
unforgettable evening of fine music. The Piano Man will delve 
into new stuff from 'The Bridge" along with a staple of his 
ciassic tunes. The Nov. 7 show is sold out, phone 567-6000 
before this one does. 

The classy Wendy O. Williams brings her own brand of metal 
to Harpo's in Detroit. Sally Jessy Raphael will open. Call 
823-6400. 

Monday, November 10 

Robyn Hitchcock and the Egyptians, a British new·wave 
psychadelia group, performs at the Nectarine Ballroom in Ann 
Arbor. This is super stuff from our friends across the Atlantic. 
Call 996·8742. 

Tuesday, November 11 
Snow White is back in Detroit after her well-publicized split 

from Prince Charming. Liberated Snow is taking her ice show 
on the road with Dwarves in tow. Catch them at Joe Louis 
through the 16th. 

Friday, November 14 

Ski enthusiasts, here's one for you. The State ' Theatre will 
show Warren Miller's "Beyond the Edge" a feature length ski 
fiI~ with "some of the most thrilling ski f~otage ever assembl
ed . A reception following will feature Lee's Sporting Goods 
with their new lines of ski fashions and equipment. Snow Bun
nies will abound. 

The colorful Chinese Magic Revue of Taiwan will take the 
stete of Miller Auditorium. The show will feature Taiwan 
acrObats, dancers, jugglers, trick cyclists, and Kung·Fu. Call 
383·0933 for more Info. 

To top off an all-lII'Ouncf 
• ucce •• ful Homecoming 

the evening brought what 
Ilookl!d like an equally successful 
"MoonUghting" dance-the kind of 

event that I. as a K CoUege 
stlidenl wished there were more 
of. 

An estimated 600 plus 
students /lUed the beautl(uIty 
decorated Walnut Room at· 
Nazareth CoUege Homecoming 
night, the largest Homecoming 
Dance attendance ever and qutte 
a tum-out considering that there 
are only 754 students on cam· 
pus. 

Everyone seemed to get Into 
the Motown sound of the 
Platinum Keys, keeping the big 
dance /loor packed. The con· 
tlnuous service of hot hors 
d'oeuvres, pop and punch also 
tumed out to be a pretty popular 
new concept. AU of these things 
contributed to an electrifying par
ty atmosphere. Seeing so many 
people together having a great 
Ume was exciting to me, and 1 felt 

really happy to have played a Ing . 
part In putting such a celebration But by the Monday foUowing 
together. the HomeCOming dance, this 

TIat. feeling of udtement "Isolated" incident had grown In· 
ended for me, however, not to a Ust of grievences voiced by 
when the Ughts went on and the Nazareth CoUege In reglUd to our 
party was over, but when the gala event. Some of these addl· 
security guard alerted me to the Uons Included: driving ClJl'S on 
faet that both rest rooms had the lawn, writing on the waUs, 
been "trashed" and that so- vomit throughout the restrooms 
meone had thrown a trash can and In the Walnut Room, 
right through a window In the acuusaUons of drug use, drinking 
men's restroom. alcohol and excessive verb4l 

Anger" ",hilt I feU at that abuse of Nazareth students and 
moment, anger directed at the staff, 1 assume that these acUons 
stupidity of one individual who are re/lecUve of the behavior of 
has yet to step forwlUd and take only a few K CoUege students-a 
responslblUty for his acUons, ac· few too many. 
tions which reflect upon So, now not only do we have 
Kalamazoo students as a whole to pay for the broken window but 
In the eyes of those at Nazareth Kalamazoo CoUege must pick up 
CoUege. Also, the replacement the btU for all extra maintenance 
costs for the window wul have to costs. Also, we are no longer 
come out of the funding available aUowed to return to Nazareth 
for future campus events. where we were given the use 0( 
Despite my anger, however, I their facUlUes free of charge, as a 
was detenntned not to let this favor. 
"Isolated" incident overshadow ret, eDeIl In tM Uglat of 
the success of a wonderful even· u.... dIKoncertlng aspects 

• • • • • of Homecoming '86, 1 stUl refuse 
to let the irresponsible behavior 
of a few outweigh the efforts 0( 
the 50 K students who worked 
hard together with their commlt· 
tee chairpersons to do an 
outstanding Job In the organtza· 
Uon of the Moonlighting Dance, 
those who reaUy worked hard to 
make Homecoming a super suc· 
cess; they aU deserve a great deal 
of thanks. Moreover, 1 wish that 1 
also could thank the faculty and 
staff members who supported 
this great social event, but none 
attended. 

• 
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1 am really looking forwlUd to 
future ClUTlpus acUv/tles which 
wul continue to offer more soclal 
life excitement· like tonight's 
Halloween Dance·and 1 am ask· 
Ing for the cooperaUon and con· 
slderation of the "few" to whom I 
referred to earlier to make such 
events possible. I Just hope that 
students wul think twice before 
they do anything the rest of us 
have to pay for. 

Patty McCluekey 
Student Actlvltlee 
Coordinator 

Ec:Utor'. Note: 
na. Incfu .t.ff .tronglfl 

.upport8 the cfenuuacf8 of tM 
aboDe ecfUorlal, and WV" 
that eDClJlon. take Into con
.lcferatlon tM magnitude of 
tM collNqUence. that tMtr 
actlone ".." lad to before 
acUng. CoUeg •• are .uppo" 
ecf to prepare U8 for our 
futww .ncfaDor.1n the "real 
world" and Ilo", to cope ",U/a 
.ucll c:lrc:wrutanc... Runn· 
Ing &ID&JI and 1alcfIntI, 1.ttln6 
tM college pick up tM bill,. 
not a DCIJI mature Ual.ng to 
do. 
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Spikers "Stum.ble" 
To A Record Breaking Year 

By Mark Fratarcangeli 
& Leonard V. Davis 

In a recent slump , the 
K·College Volleyball team saw 
its record drop to 15·16 overall 
and 3·6 in the M.I.A.A., dropp· 
ing below 500 the first time this 
season. However, a record 
breaking year was not to be 
denied the spikers. 

In the pa.t few week. the 
team ha. had a difficult time 
reaching the record breaking 
mark. Their first ioss of the reo 
cent siump came at the hands 
of Aquinas as they were narrow· 
Iydefeated 15·12, 15·12, 15·13. 
Kalamazoo's next loss was 
against Hope as they once again 
dropped three straight games 
17 ·15, 15·4, 15·7. Kalamazoo 
came back somewhat to beat 
Delta 15·11, and 15·9. 

The Hornets didn't have 
much time to cherish their vic· 
tory as they dropped three 
straight games to a surprising 
Grand Rapids Baptist team 
15·7, 15·7, 15·9. 

Albion was next to take ad· 

At this time the teams record 
had fallen to 15·16 overall and 
doubts as to wheather the 
record of 17 wins could be 0b
tained. 

These doubts were 
eliminated on Monday, Oc· 
tober,27 as Kalamazoo hosted 
U of M Dearborn and Nazareth 
college. 

Nazareth easily 15·5 in the first 
game and were able to clinch 
the record by coming from 
behind to win 16·14. 

After the game Kalamazoo 
coach Hess could not contain 
her enthusiasm when she was 
asked to comment on the vic· 
tory. Her reply was an en· 
thusiastic "Yay." 

t'=ii:;;ii;Ui:;;;"i;;;;;;;;;odZKl~iiUi~iOi;;;;;m;;;;;ftlC'i7ftild;;i vantage of the Hornets by tak· 
ing three of four, and Calvin, 

Dan Coat. durin" the match. &DeN .. ocral who is ranked second national· 

The Homela Impressively 
defeated (J of M Dearborn 
15·6, 15·6, 15·12 to tie the old 
record of 16 games. 

In a more calm moment the 
coach expressed a wish to see a 
large turn out for the last home 
contest against Olivet on Nov. 
6. 

p,.er/ref.,... confrontlltlon. tIIroUIJhout the match. In· Iy, handled K easily in three 
duelln" 'lae vedlon of .enlor co·cap'aln Paul games as they clinched a The Spikers dl<!n't ~top with a 
R."elbru""e. (plaoto bll John Drier) 

Booters Prepare 
For Hope Finale 

By Paul Regelbrugge 

The Homela' men'. soccer 
team .urvived several injuries 
to improve its record to 11·2·2 
with wins over arch·rival Calvin 
1·0, Olivet 4·0, Albion 6·3, a tie 
aginst Rockford of Illinois 0·0, 
and a 1·0 loss to Western 
Michigan University. K is cur· 
rently tied for first place in the 
MIAA with Hope, and is one 
pOint ahead of Calvin. With a 
victory over the Hope Out· 
chmen on Saturday, K will end 
its regular season as champions 
and advance to NCAA tourna· 
ment play for the second con· 
secutive year. 

The Hornets outplayed Calvin 
for the vast majority of the 
game, but had difficulty finding 
the net until freshman mid· 
fielder John Brennan produced 
the gamewinner 26 minutes in· 
to the second half. Although 
the Knights could only muster 
six shots to K's 21, goalkeeper 
Brian Libby was outstanding as 
he thwarted Calvin's penalty 
kick attempt midway through 
the first half, and went on to 

.1 r",e,,.tI the shutout. 
Sophomore mldflelder 

Dan Coat. led the way over 
Olivet with two goals, including 
a spectacular shot which left 
players and spectators in awe as 
he fired a scissors kick shot past 
the fine Olivet keeper. Jon 
Beaubien and Peter Dewhirst 

the others in K's 
homecoming game, 

was played at Olivet. 
The Hornets put on a 

vigorous first half display 

coasting to a 5·0 lead before 
losing intensity and their 
shutout. Dewhirst scored two 
more goals to boost his league· 
leading total to 21, and was sup· 
ported by goals from Chris 
Dukes, Dan Coats, Tom Beau· 
bien, and John Brennan. 

The goal well. ran dry at 
that moment for K however, as 
they lost on a second half penal· 
ty kick to the Broncos, and then 
tied Rockford 0·0. In both 
games, K squandered many op· 
portunities, but continued to 
play sound defense. The Bron· 
cos played an aggressive style 
of soccer which kept K's offense 
In check in a game that was fre· 
quently Interrupted by disputes 
with the referee. Although 
Western too looked as If they 
would have difficulty scoring, 
the referee awarded the penalty 
kick when there was some con· 
fusion and collisions in front of 
the K goalmouth. One Hornet 
player was ejected from the 
game and another was injured, 
leaving the Hornet with just 13 
piayers for the game at 
Rockford. 

The Hornets' game against 
Hope on Saturday is a home 
game, but will be played off 
campus at the Upjohn field due 
to K's poor fieid conditions. To 
get there, you go downtown on 
W. Michigan/W. Main to Por·. 
tage Rd., then go south on Por· 
tage (less than one mile) to 
Lake St. Turn right on Lake to 
the field The game commences 
at 1:30 p.m. instead of 11 :00 
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The BUZZ stops here ... 
Oip this 3d. bring it to Haircul\ Plus 
6- s.n-. $1 on any Haircut (reg. $8) or 
~ $5 on any I'\!nn (reg. $23). 

haircut! 
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UNITED COLORS Of BENETTON. 
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Hours: Mon·Sat 10·6 
250 South Kalamazoo Mall 
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Golfers Finish 
appointing Season 

In Coach Ray Steffen's final 
.... ""on. the golf team finished 

embarassing seventh place. 
team had a lock on fifth 

place, which would have been 
Improvement over last year, 

squandered their position 
a very weak effort at 

Adrian. The Linksters fought 
back In the final match at 
Calvin, and finished a mere 4 
drink •• " out of sixth place. The 

was led in scoring by 
iIIIFr ... ,hrrllm Malcom Williamson, 

made second team All 
;,:,;;;;;:~~~-..:..m.._'-_", ___ ....... _~II(:onJeren<:e. The rest of the 

Inconsistently 
the year, and did 

live up to Co"ch Steffen's 
-- ----- -

expectations. 
The future look. to 

much brighter next .ell.olnl 
with the return of inj 
plagued Kevin VandenBe 
who led last year's team in 
Ing. Returning from this 
team will be Williamson 
Scott Kanai. Rising juniors 
Greff, Tom Fraley, and 
Diokno may return 
their decisions about 
study. Potentially, no 
will be lost and each 
player will have eXI:>erie~lce 

playing league matches. 
year's coach has yet to be 
ed. 

ope Retains Wooden Shoes 

The Hornet. of Kalamazoo 
the Flying Dutchmen of 

met for the 60th Ume 
In a game known to 
"The Battle of the 

Shoes." The Hornets 
defeated by Hope 30·13, 

they earned some deserved 
Ireisoect with hard and Intense 

from Hope's opening 
Itnllrl,tl,,,.m drive, the two teams 

evenly throughout the 
half. 

The Dutchmen scored their 
six points In as manv Dlavs 

on their opening drive Quart~r
back Chris Mendels, who leads 

M.I.A.A. in total offense, 
Bill Vanderbilt In the end 

for a 15-yard touchdown 
Hope's only other first

came late in the first-
1n1l1"ITI~r when Mendels hooked

with fullback Ken Trumble 
a five-yard connection. 

The Hornets pulled to within 
points of Hope in the second 

Im,,,rt,,r when Mike Rhoads 
43 yards around the 

end for the TO. Rhoads 
been "K"s utility man as of 

aying both In the 
Ih"rkfl"lld and in the recieving 

He has been most 1m
IDr"l1!I,ive as a runner, possessing 

speed and deceptive 
. He accounted for most 

"K"s 133 rushing yards. 
Doug Cooper added another 

points to Hope's score by 
1Ic1,·klr.n a 28-yard field goal 

the half, giving 
_morn" 16-7 lead. 

critical play of the 
occured on the Hcond 

play of the third quarter. The 
Hornets recleved the ball and 
planned on marching down the 
field to close the scoring gap. 
But "K" lost a fumble on the se
cond play from scrimmage and 
Hope promptly converted the 
mistake into another TO. 

Offensively, the Hornets 
stumbled for most of the se
cond half. Dave Smith's 18-yard 

, TO pass to Todd Jensen in the 
fourth quarter was Kalamazoos 
only point-production play In 
the entire half. 

The skillful passing of 
Mendels to his two primary 
reclevers Todd Ackermann and 
Bill Vanderbilt proved to be 
Hope's main offensive attack. 
The two reclevers accounted for 
195 of Mendell's 217 passing 
yards. 

Kalamazoo'. defenH did a 
decent Job of .topplng 
Hope'. ground game. They 
forced seven fumbles and 
recovered three. Hope rushed 
for 176 yards but a chunk of 
that came on Todd Stewart's 
fluke run during their opening 
drive. The Hornets did stop the 
Dutchmen on a number of 
fourth-down situations 
throughout the game. 

Last week against Olivet, the 
Hornets, who played with 
Homecoming spirit, beat the 
Comets 14-7 for their first win 
of the season. 

When Olivet marched down . 
the field on their first posses
sion and scored on a one-yard 
dive by Terry Hessbrook, it 
seemed as though Kalamazoo 
was In for another long day. 

This was not the case, however. 
Playing with much en· 

thu.lum, the Hornet of· 
fen.e convincingly con· 
.tructed a 16-play, 80-yard 
touchdown drive In the second 
quarter. QB Dave Smith scored 
on a two-yard sneak and Jim 
Fish sucessfully booted the 
PAT to deadlock the score at 
seven. 

The Comet offense was inef
fective after their initial TO 
drive. The Hornet defense 
played stubbornly all afternoon 
and only allowed a total of 229 
yards. Fourth quarter intercep
tions by Bill Kimble and Steve 
Brown further frustrated Olivet. 

Tyler Lipschultz put "K" on 
top to stay when he scored on a 
four-yard run in the third 
quarter. His 22-yard scamper 
late In the fourth quarter on a 
third-and-21 situation allowed 
the Hornets to run out the clock 
for the big win. Lipschultz 
finished the game with a 
season-high 83 yards on 23 car
ries. Smith passed for 144 
yards, 72 of those came via 
Mike Sullivan, who caught 
seven passes. 

The Hornet. will face Alma 
College tomorrow at Angell 
Field. Coach Heath and the rest 
of the staff feel very optimistic 
about Kalamazoo's chance 
against the Scots. Last year, 
against Alma, "K" was beaten in 
the last minute of the game 
17 -14. Both the players and 
coaches want revenge this year. 
KicKcoff time Is at 1 :30 pm. 

fl)UR 
MONEY 

OR YOUR 
I.IFE. 

When you give to the 
Red Cross, you take on a great 

responSibility: saving 
thousands of lives. Maybe 

even your own. 

GALS AND GUYS 
HAIRSTYLING 

FREE HAIRCUT 
with every PERM 

regularly $35.00 and up 

FREE SHAMPOO andlll 

CONDITIONER 
with every $10.00 Haircut 

F I 9 8 
coupon expire. 11·13·86 

Mon· r. • DOS 
Sat 9.5 Next to WAL 

WALK-IN OR 385-4445 1346 W. MICHIGAN 

GNEEGD AGRIGDE? 
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MICHIGAN 
CONNECTION LTD. 

Kalamazoo· Battle Creek 
TO and From 

DetrOit Metro Airport 
Departures Dally-7 Days a Week 

525 one way 
Reservations Recommended 

382-0930 
Departs Departs Departs Departs Arrives 

Kalamazoo B.C. Marshall Jackson Metro 

4:~AM 5:00 AM 5:20 AM 5:55 AM 7:00 AM 
8:~AM 9:00 AM 9:20 AM 9:55 AM 11:00 AM 

11:15 AM 11:45 AM 12:05 PM 12:<40 PM 1:45PM 
3:~ PM 4:00 PM 4:20 PM 4:55 PM 8:00 PM 
5:~ PM 6:00 PM 6:20 PM 6:55 PM 8:00 PM 

Departs Arrives Arrives Arrives Arrives 

8:15 AM 9:20 AM 9:55 AM 10:15 AM 10:45 AM 
12:15 PM 1:20 PM 1:55 PM 2:15 PM 2:45 PM 
2:~ PM 3:35 PM 4:10 PM 4:~ PM 5:00 PM 
7:15 PM 8:20 PM 8:55 PM 9:15 PM 9:45 PM 

10:45 PM 11:50 PM 12:25 AM 12:45 AM 1:15 AM 

Limo Departs From: 
Kalamazoo Municipal Airport 



Wonten s occer Hopes For NCAA 
K's star forward, Jenny Adllms, 
stuck II loose ball into the goal 
and sealed the vlctoryfor K. 

By Liz Glffels 
The Women'. Soccer Team 

made the dream of the NCAA 
tournament that much more 
of a reality last Sunday as they 
beat the University of Dayton 
3.2. This game, combined with 
the 2·0 victory over MSU the 
previous week, puts the Hornets 
in a prime position to be chosen 
for the national tournament. 

Kalamazoo has played a 
tough schedule, with the last 
three games against Division I 
powerhouses. On Oct. 17, the 
Hornets came out strong, stunn· 
ing the Michigan State Spartans 
with an upset. The first goal 
came from Renee Buchanan, 
who used her lightning 

quickness to sprint past the 
defenders and half·volley a 
cross from Kim Paterson into 
the top left hand corner of the 
net. The second goal, nailing 
down the first K·College victory 
over the Spartans in three 
years, was scored by Kim Pater· 
son, the team's leading scorer. 
A direct kick from KlIllImazoo 
was called inside the Spartan 18 
yard line. Paterson quickly set 
the ball down and blasted it into 
the net before. the defense had 
time to react. 

Although KlIlamazoo was 
outshot by MSU 16 to 8, "They 
were all shots we wanted them 
to take," SlIid coach Bill McClin· 
tick. The majority of MSU's 

shots were from outside the 
twenty·five, and the shots taken 
closer couldn't get past the om· 
nipresent Tracey Beecher . 
Beecher, pillying one of the best 
games of her career, chalked up 
her ninth shutout of the season. 

But the Hornet. weren't 
a. .ucce .. ful the following 
SlIturdllY when they fllced the 
University of Cincinatti. Cin· 
cinatti, rated 8th in the nation in 
Division I, soundly defellted 
Kalamazoo 7·0. 

The next day, the Hornets fac· 
ed II do or die situlltion with the 
University of DlIyton. If they 
lost, a It- post·sellson hopes 
would be forgotten. If they won, 
the NCAA would be in their 

Cross oun ry Running: 
What it's all about 
By Valerie Stone 

Cross-country running, one 
of the oldest of all sports, is a 
grueling yet immensely satisfy· 
ing sport. Unlike jogging, which 
is done for enjoyment or get· 
ting in shape, cross-country 
running is a tellm sport that reo 
quires time, dedication and the 
desire to excel. 

To the ca.ual ob.erver, It 
may not be Immediately evl· 
dent that cro ... ·country I. a 
team .port, liS In compllrison 
to soccer, field hockey or foot
ball. Although cross· country 
runners do not work together in 
the same mllnner as soccer 
players do, the team aspect is 
still as strong. To a cross coun
try runner the team comes first, 
IlIst, and in between. The con
centration, persistllnce, motiva· 
tion, and satisfaction of 
achievement which every 
serious cross country runner 
strives for, is founded by the 
team. The team gives support 
and encourgement, allied to a 
c1ellr-sighted sense of purpose 
·the purpose of striving 
together to succeed, together. 

The cross·country tellms at 
Kaillmllzoo College have been 
growing stronger for the past 
few yellrs. A very significant 
step upwards has occured in the 
women's team this year. The 

past few years it has been a 
struggle to keep the minimum 
number of runners (five) healthy 
to run ellch race. This year the 
team consists of twelve healthy, 
strong runners competing and 
working together to give 
Kalamazoo College a nllme in 
cross·country. Despite a loss to 
Hope College this past 
weekend, the score of 36·20 
was the closest this team has 
ever been to Hope. The leading 
runner is a senior, VlIlerle 
Stone, but the tellm in general 
is young. Freshmen Jenny 
Wytko lind Colleen Cosgrove 
are close behind Stone, and 
sophmores Janet Simmons and 
Vivienne DuChamp are also 
running strongly. 

The men'. cro •• ·country 
team ha. al.o grown 
.tronger thl. year. Running 
number one for the team is 
senior Pete McNelis, an outstan· 
ding runner with the 
capabilities of making All· 
league this year. The men's 
team, like the women's, Is 
young, with other varsity run· 
ners including sophmores Chris 
Rlto and Mike Fortman, and 
freshmen Stash Powell and 
John Burton, these men were 
the top five finishers for 
Kalamazoo against Hope this 

weekend. Despite losses to both 
Calvin and Hope, harriers 
dominated Olivet and have a 
good chance of finishing third 
in the league. 

Editor'. note: 
Senior runners Valerie Stone 

and Peter McNelis deseroe extra 
special recognition not oniy for 
their consistently outstanding 
performances this year, but also 
for their dedication and enor· 
mous contributions to the cross 
country program In their careers 
at Kalamazoo CoUege. Stone has 
twice been honored this season 
as K "athlete of the week", and 
McNelis has established his 
name as a {lxture among the eUte 
runners In the MIAA. Congratula· 
tlons are In order for what they'ue 
done so far, and the Index sta{{ 
wishes them and their teams the 
best of luck In their remaining 
meets. 

grllsp. The DlIyton-KlIllImazoo 
rivalry has alwllYs been fierce, 
Illst year playing to an intense 
0-0 tie. But this yellr, the 
Hornets proved to be too mw;:h 
for DlIyton. 

In front of a bol.terou., 
cheering' home crowd, K got 
off to a quick lead as Cheryl 
Galindo crossed the ball into 
Laura Wallis who one-touched II 
boomer to the back of the net. 
PlIterson, following up on a free 
kick from Stephllnie Smith, 
cranked in the second g01l1 of 
the mlltch. But DlIyton was not 
to be tllken lightly as they came 
back with two goals of their 
own. With the score tied 2-2, 
nellring the end of the first half, 

The Hornets last regulllr 
sellson gllme Is lit home FridllY, 
Oct. 31. If KlIllImllzoo does In· 
deed make the NCAA tournll' 
ment, they will be notified Sun
dllY, Nov,2. The first round 
begins the weekend of Nov. 7. 
Says Cheryl GlIlindo, regllrdlng 
K's chllnces, "Just remember, 
we lire the deer in the forest." 

Editor'. Note: The new NCAA 
ranklngs were released on Mon· 
day, lind K 15 now rllnked 6th In 
Division III. Congratulations 
and Good Luckl 

Field Hockey 
By Aimee Reichmann 

The K College Field 
Hockey team finl.hed off Its 
.ea.on with a heartbreaking 
loss to Hope College (1·0) in the 
second round of the MIAA tour· 
nament. 

The Hornets got off to a good 
start, setting a difficult pace for 
the Flying Dutchwomen to 
follow. The Hornet attack 
diminished for a short while, 
allowing Hope to score on a 
broken play midway through 
the first half. 

Kalamazoo charged back and 
the second half was all orange 
and black. The combination of 
Michelle "God loves Me" Stief, 
Carol "Wong·Way" Wong, and 
rookie Anne Maxwell kept the 
offense on the move and 
threatening a majority of the 
final 35 minutes. Maxwell, play· 
ing on a sprained ankle, record· 
ed 6 shots on goal, wtlh the rest 
of the offense contributing 18 
attempts. Although the gals 
statistically won this match, the 
affectionately termed "Field 
Cows" simply had trouble fin· 
ding the net. 

Defense wa. the maln.tay 
of thl. young team. Rookie 
goalie LiSll "Godzllla" Smith 
and sophomore sweeper Rhon
da "Rockey" Kobold were an In
penetrable team throughout the 
second half. Also turning In in
credible defensive perfor· 
mances was the right side duo 
of Nicole Thomas and Jennifer 

"Whoa" Schell. Holding up II 

solid end on the left side was 
the combo of Laurel "MlIm" 
Berger lind Aimee Relchmllnn 
or L. Berger and Martha Berger, 

In the opener of the MIAA 
tourney, K dropped one of Its 
finest performances to top· 
ranked Calvin. They lost 2·4 In 
II lightening quick game that 
allowed the women to regain 
their pride after lin un· 
chllracterlstic 0-6 loss to Calvin 
two days ellrlier. Scorers for 
Kalamazoo were Stief lind 
Wong. Stief also assisted Wong · 
on her goal. In both of these 
contests, the Hornets suffered 
the loss of Injured players, 
Laura "Bunny" Behling and 
Kobold. 

Thl. .plrlted group of 
women never gave up until 
the final whistle and ended the 
season with the best record In 4 
years (1·8·2). Handing In consls· 
tent performances throughout 
the year on offense were seniors 
Robin Yurk lind Cindy Lamer· 
son and second year players 
Rhonda Roetman and Lorna 
"Boom· Boom" Mabunda. 
Rookie Michelle Roulier provld· 
ed solid support for the defense. 

The supportive and determin
ed attitudes of captains L. 
Berger and Stief and Coach 
Melissa "Was" Washburn 
helped to make this season 
greatly Improved and most 
memorable. 

lOS Eallt Mich~ 
343-3922 

NIGIITL Y ENTERTAINMENT 

Outdoor lJbJifI6 Are. Now Opell! 

New Menu Selections .•. 
Crab Casserole 
Chicken Cordon Bleu 
Catch of the Day 
Croissant Sandwiches 

Plus your old favorites: Stuffed Potatoes Served 10 different 
ways and All Beef Burgers in 12 varieties. 

, See 'em now at your Hallmark store! 
To make room for the nelD Shoebox Greeting Card •••• 
2 FOR 1 SALE on old Hallmark card. . .... 
VI.lt your BOOKSTORE today. ~ 

<0 1986 Hallmark Cards, Inc. 
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I get a second 01 equal "alue I 
I F'DE'V, . co~~.;~~~ys I I ... .D. 5p.m. tolJp.m. I 
.. 
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Author/Diplomat O'Brien Speaks on Mid-East 

Conor Crut.e O'Brien 

by William E. Hahn IV 

"The end of the siege is not in 
sight" concluded Conor Cruise 
O'Brien in his address last Sun· 
day night in Dalton Theatre as 
part of the Forum Lecture 
Series. 

In an address entitled "Con
flict in the Middle East", Dr. 
O'Brien expressed his views as 
to difficulties that exist in the 
Middle East today. He enun
ciated concern that the con
flicts are historically inevitable 
and in the near future the only 
hope for peace rests with possi
ble "attenuation." Dr. O'Brien 
offered Israel's occupation of 
Jerusalem as one facet which 
makes reconciliation in the 
Middle East highly unlikely. 
The "interplay of religion and 
nationalism" and the history of 
anti-Semitism are among the 
other reasons mentioned. 

However, Dr. O'Brien men
tioned several possibilities for 
compromise that offer a glim
mer of hope in the search for a 

reduction in violence and 
general hatred in this highly 
unstable area. This "com
prehensive peace" was seen as 
possible through a series of 
steps which would have Israel 
handing over specific parcels of 
land in return for peace in 
recognized frontiers. Other 
possible steps include the con
tinuation of the open-bridge 
policy within Israel, which 
allows for Arab travel through 
the Holy Land, and the 
guarantee of no new Jewish set
tlement on the West Bank. 

Dr. O'Brien is a highly 
distinguished author and 
diplomat that has seen service 
in almost every corner of the 
globe. He has served as the 
Deputy Chief of the Irish 
delegation to the United Na
tions. Later he joined The 
Observer of London as the 
Editor-in-Chief. Currently 
O'Brien maintains a post in 
Parliament of the Irish Republic 
of Ireland. In addition, he also is 
a contributing editor for the 

Field Hockey ProgralR In Jeopardy 
By Mark Fratarcangeli 

In a letter sent out on Oc
tober 28 by Tish Lovele .. to 
President Breneman and Pro
vost Tim Light, a proposal by 
Bob Kent, which was heard this 
past summer at a meeting of 
the Athletic Committee, was 
revealed. This proposal called 
for the discontinuation of 
Women's Field Hockey after the 
conclusion of the 1985-86 
season. 

This request on the part of 
the Athletic director was met 
with a great deal of criticism 
and has revealed the issue of 
field hockey to be both a sen
sitive and complex one to say 
the least. 

There are many underlying 
factors which come into play 
when dealing with the discon
tinuation of field hockey, such 
as: 

1) Equity In the number of 
men's and women's sporta 
which currently is 8-7 favoring 
the men. 

2) Whether or not sports 
on a collegiate level should 
be an extension of high school 
programs or an opportunity to 
develop new skills in sports not 
participated in previously. 

3) Ending an era which 
spans over 28 years of field 
hockey at K. 

These subjects are very 
debatable ones indeed and are 
the center of many arguments 
between those who wish to keep 
field hockey and those who 
wish to do away with it. 

Amongst all this debate the 
question arises as to why the 
recomendation to eliminate 
field hickey has recently been 
brought up. 

In the letter by Tish Loveless, 
she stated that there wFre three 
reasons given. The first stated 
that field hockey is not a good 
sport through which students 
can be recruited since the 
midwest has few high schools 
with hockey programs. Bob 

Kent further explained this by 
saying that Kalamazoo has ap
proximately 85 percent of its 
enrollment coming from 
Michigan residents, yet in 
Michigan there are only 11 high 
schools which have a field 
hockey program and only about 
440 atheletes actually par
ticipated in the sport overall. 
Thus, few students find field 
hockey as an incentive to 
choose Kalamazoo College. 

The second reason for the 
recommendation was said to 
deal with the teams win-loss 
record. The teams overall 
record is 57-173-29 and in the 
past 11 years K has been 
outscored by their opponents 
538 to 56. This would tend to 
show a lack of competitive 
spirit yet opponents of the pro
posal are quick to bring up the 
records of other unsuccessful K 
teams. 

The third reason given was 
supposedly for the lack of field 

space, but in an interview with 
Mr. Kent he stated that this was 
not a major issue. 

The Athletic Director also 
went on to add to the three in
itial reasons by voicing his con
cern of the teams inability to 
arouse enough interest to field 
a team, yet Lyn Mauer, the 
women's athletic director, did 
not agree with Mr. Kent and 
pointed out that not only were 
there enough players for a varsi
ty team, but there was a J.V. 
team added. 

Another of Mr. Kent's con
cerns is that "sports programs 
at the collegiate level should be 
a continuation of sports at the 
high school level and should be 
an extension of this at a higher 
level." 

Those in favor of keeping 
field hockey at K do not share 
this concern with Mr. Kent. It is 
argued that it allows the 
students to learn a new sport 
and be able to Darticioate in a 

Atlantic Monthly. 
O'Brien came to Kalamazoo 

College as one stop on his cur
rent tour of the U.S. promoting 
his newly published book The 
Siege. The book focuses on 
Israel and her people and tells 
of " one of the most remarkable 
stories of modern times." 
O'Brien felt this story was one 
desperately needed to be told 
because of the innaccuracies of 
journalistic and editorial ac
counts of Isreal during the late 
seventies. 

Dr. O'Brien concluded his 
lecture with a discussion of 
Israel's future. He stated that the 
entire Middle East situation was 
pivotal on the basis of Israel's 
strong defense abilities which, 
if weakened, would alter Arab
Israeli relations for the worse. 
As O'Brien recounted in a quote 
from General Moshe Dyan after 
a successful military maneuver: 
"We have conquered the Arab 
armies but not their hatred." 

sport whereas otherwise they 
might not have had the chance. 

The question as to whether or 
not field hockey should remain 
a sport here at K is the subject 
of much debate, and the school 
has received many letters from 
alumni and current students in 
support of the field hockey pro
gram and how important it is 
and was for them. The letters 
deal with "learning team 
cooperation , learning the 
values ... about teamwork and 
striving to do one's personal 
best." Yet Mr. Kent believes 
these lessons can be learned in 
any of the other competitive 
sports. The question of whether 
any of the other sports could ac· 
tually ever take the place of 
field hockey is questionable. 

These questions and debates 
will continue as the fate of the 
Kalamazoo College field 
hockey team is uncertain until 
the meeting on Monday Nov. 
17, 

Ponto Heads Improved Counseling Office 
By John Stuit west wing of Hicks Center next participation represents the cur- r-:===::::::==:::::;:::-::::----:::::;;:=;::==::;.iin-, 

This quarter the counsel- to the B.S.O. office. These rent trend signifying the lack of 
Ing office underwent a vast changes were a result of a male participation. Dr. Ponto 
and pronounced change here recognized need to provide stated, " At this time, there is 
at Kalamazoo College. The students with a competent, yet definitely a higher ratio of 
highlight of this change has approachable counseling set- female students making use of 
been the addition of Dr. Pat vice here on campus. the counseling office, and one 
Po tOP In a recent exclusive Index in- of my concerns is to help male n o. r. onto is a clinical 

terview, Dr. Ponto stressed the students feel more comfortable psychologist with a graduate 
degree from Michigan State importance of providing a high about seeking out the resources 
University. She has had a varie- quality counseling service and of the counseling office." 
ty of experiences which include the importance of a pro-active Dr. Ponto strelSes the 1m
former employment at the counseling office in order to portance of strict conflden-

M.S.U. Counseling Center, a help students cope with pro- UaUty, "especially on a cam
diagnostic clinic at M.S.U., a blems either before they arise pus as small as Kalamazoo's." 
private practice, and former or before they become serious. Confidentiality is Important in 

At the present time, she has helping students feel comforemployment at the inpatient 
psychiatric unit at Borgess conducted several workshops table enough to go to the 
Hospital in Kalamazoo. and is in the midst of planning counseling office for any 

In addition to hiring Dr. Pon- several more. The last reason, large or small. If anyone 
to, the administration also mov- workshop, "Coping with would like to talk to Dr. Ponto, 

Stress", was attended by seven- her office hours are 8:30 a.m. to ed the counseling offices to 
their present location in the teen students, most of which 4:30 p.m. , Monday through Fri

were women. This imbalance of day. 



die Thoughts 
By P. Casey Coston 

I .. ue Number 4, November 15: Attenzione ... back again 
by lack of popular demand, the fourth episode in this quarter· 
long stream of deep reflections and pensive reveries. Gosh, what 
goes on here that's worth reflecting upon? It's obviously not the 
numerous critical reviews of our intrepid Index because we have 
received none since our last issue. 

I have picked up on a few critiques emanating from our Jour· 
nalism class, that catty collection of aspiring newshawks and 
"scoop" reporters. Their analyses have centered around the 
various topiCS, for example, our lack of "hard news" stories. 
"Hard newsll" Hey folks, let's be serious for a moment. 
Kalamazoo College Is not exactly the "hard news" capitol of the 
world. We at the Index try to provide pertinent information for 
the campus at-large. One suggestion was to write about the reo 
cent proliferation of bombastic billboards in the Kalamazoo 
area. Whoal If that little tidbit doesn't tantalize your inquisitive 
minds, I don't know what will. 

Perhaps we should borrow a few techniques from the Hearst 
School of Yellow Journalism. How's this headline for starters: 
"Rabid Martians Invade College-Havoc Runs Rampantll" Ac
tually, according to some "astute" observers, that Is what took 
place at a party in the Severn basement on Saturday night. This 
was a "Klub Kumba" spectacular which I helped to put together, 
and the fourth such "Klub Kumba" party I've worked on In the 
past three quarters. For several reasons, this party, for me, was 
probably the least satisfying. These parties provide live bands to 
dance to and are a welcome alternative to the round vinyl dee· 
jays or round aluminum kegs which preoccupy our weekends. 

This was the second dance-party this quarter and things were 
running quite smoothly until some of our most highly in· 

IIgent students decided to enforce their version of the 
IKJ!lalnaJ!OO College dress code. In particular, a few people took 

Issue with what they (not I) would term "punkers." Oh 
.. head for the hillsl It's the "punker" invaslonl Wow, they 

dress like us. They don't cut their hair like us. Therefore, in 
marvelous little equation, they equal violent, slam dancing, 

I rapIsts and robbers, hell·bent on stealing our children and runn
weapons to the contras. Here Is a juicy sampling of some of 
piercing and quick-witted comments which I heard at the 

"Hey, dude, I thought Halloween was a couple 0' weeks 
or how about this one: "Jeez, I think I'm the only normal 

Ip'!rscln here." Hmmmm ... If you're the only normal person In a 
Co~lIe~le party of over 300 people, maybe that should tell you 

Isc)ml~thllna about yourself. 
to take off the blinders kids, because here's my 

..,l ... "U""V assault on tolerance In our campus. This tolerance 
not necessarily apply to the usuals-such as race, sex, 

1r .. lit1iinn or the like. No, this is a much more general category. 
does appearance sound? We could apply this handy 

IthP<'l''''n" long hair and heavy metal concert t·shirts equal drug 
1d.· .. II"'" short hair and torn jeans equal slamdancing demented 
.Dlmlcers. This is the kind of one-dimensional, inane, ignorant, 

slow·wltted intelligence which I've witnessed at both "Kum· 
parties. In fact, this. attitude has even surfaced in our ad· 

"'Ini,ot ... tirln as well. 
wait for these people to go on foreign study and be sub· 

to the myriad lifetstyles and appearances which will crop 
the various countries that they might perchance visit. With 

polished "ugly American No punkers" mindset, our soon
Juniors overseas might just whip out their newly· 

• Dludh ... ...<t "ouzi" machine guns and eradicate the sidewalk 
Iclltlz~!ns of King's Road in London. 

maybe not that drastic, but this Isn't the kind of open· 
1111 "U"'" , liberal student body which we profess to be here at ole 

.'''''LV'''. Perhaps I'm belaboring the point, but it was embarrass· 
to watch a few rotten "K·apples" spoiling a good party for 
rest of us. What scares me even more Is that several of these 

1p'!Ople were Seniors. 
It takes a lot of work to put on an event of that magnitude. As 
Homecoming, we have demonstrated out Innate Immaturity. 

avoid this garbage and open our eyes .. .It can't hurt. 
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Fresh Impressions 

Teenage pln·up SteDe Raymond takes a moment to 
quench his seemingly unquenchable thirst for pleasure 

his trusted IrI •• nd' •. 

By Steve R.ymond melodramatic, Dut a lot of it is 
true. Everyone Is always look-

The weeks are flashing by too ing for an excuse, and every 
quickly. It seems I only got here weekend you can see their men· 
yesterday, or maybe it was a tal fire escapes lowered to the 
couple of years ago. I don't ground while their heads blaze 
know. I've pretty much lost any out of control and whatever sur· 
sort of orientation I might have vives of their brains sits on the 
once had. I staY up much later sidewalk crying, waiting for the 
than anyone ever should, star. fire to burn itself out so they 
ing blankly into text books I can go back inside to try and 
should probably be reading. I salvage what's left of the mess. 
can't begin to countthe number So I'm rambling. Who 
of times I've sat quietly in my doesn't? These dark circles 
room staring out the window in around my eyes entitle me to. I 
the middle of the night worry. think what I'm trying to come to 
ing about all those important terms with is the Frenzied 
things us college kids worry escapism that surrounds me . 
about, like big tests that could The pressure here is immense, 
destroy your life, or running out both socially and academically, 
of clean underwear, or who and students really don't have 
threw up all over your bathroom anywhere to run . you really 
last night. I guess you could call don't own anything more than 
it adjusting· or coping. Those your meal card and your 
two words have more in com. clothing here. This kind of en· 
mon than I ever imagined. viroment isn't bad, in fact it's 

You know what's really doing often constructive, but it isn't 
me in? These weekends. Every normal, and it takes it's toll on 
week slices a piece out of my people. The most common 
soul, but the weekends hack off response to this pressure is 
a chunck. I have a hard time escapism, and this escapism 
distinquishlng what day it is h3s many different forms ·some 
now, but I know when Friday dangerous . 
rears it's ugly head. Everybody The most appropriate (or, at 

."I'''''I\/~ walks a little faster, chat. least, common) response is the 
ters a little more intensely, and party. Parties are held for a 
gets this sharp gleam in their variety of reasons and are con· 
eyes, a manic testament to their sidered SOcially acceptable ex· 
youth and invulnerability. You cuses to become totally intox· 
can read it in their eyes; "I'm icated. I'm not putting myself 
not responsible for anything I above this . you've probably I 

do tonight. I'm free to lose con· seen me at most of the K parties 
trol and be happy for this, to this year, often perhaps 
fade in the warm confu. zonkered out of my gourd along 

this is a little with the rest of the party guests . 
.... -------.;.;..;...;,;,~;.., Don't get me wrong· I love par· 
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ties. In fact, I thrive on them. 
They're a part of the way I deal 
with pressure. After a while it 
really . starts to get shallow, 
though. 

What 'CIo you do at a party? 
Have a beer. Have another beer. 
Stop counting the beers after 
that, or if you like, continue 
counting so you can impress 
your friends with your amazing 
level of tolerance. Walk around 
and act really warm and sincere 
to people you don't know and 
probable won't recognize the 
next day. Pick fights. Break 
things which are valuable, or 
even better, are of great sen· 
timental value. Drink more 
beer, just to make sure you've 
had more than enough. Tell 
people you are really drunk. In 
fact, lou Idly insist to them that 
you are more blitzed than 
you've probably ever been in 

you 
that you are UUILJUI'" 

If you really want to 
her, tell her the sad story of 
your life. Laugh at other people 
who you think are really drunk. 
Point them out to your friends. 
Laugh at stupid things they do. 
Make sure your friends notice 
all of this too. 

Talk about politics with peo· 
pie who are as heavily socially 
aware as your own clever self. 
Argue a lot, and loudly, so other 
people can see how cunning 
you are. Spill beer on at least 
one person you don't know, 
then make a casual attempt 
apologize, making 
everyone around you 
vinced you are 
sophisticated. 

Even if you don't 
bum a cigerette off ~nrn"l~n.'. 

you admire and walk a 
with it dangling out of 
mouth, seeming very adult. 
on the same girl again· pull 
the last straw. Show her you 
create enough suction in a 
bottle to dangle it from 
tongue. Walk away with a 
ed ego and a bruised torloue.1 
Urinate periodically. Dance 
an epileptic . women always 
love the extroverts. Tell girls 
about all the famous people you 
know or about your heroics on 
the gridiron. Pause half·way 
through your monOlogue to 
make sure they are really im· 
pressed. Listen vacantly while 
other people tell you about 
their incredible misery. Try to 
cheer them up by telling them 
how happy you are. Walk away 
and shake hands with people 
you think are popular. Spon· 
taneously say something very 
cruel to an ugly fat person, then 
feel guilty for a couple 
minutes, or at least until you 
get another beer. Above all, 
make sure you 
trample a lot of people's 
ings, and make sure you do 
something very silly or embar· 
rasing that people will talk 
about the next day. 

Yes, I know my humor bites· 
but it's supposed to. I'm 
talking down to you either. I feel 
I'm pointing out some of the sil· 
Iy things we all do. I'm also try· 
ing to make an important point. 
There is a fine line between hav· 
ing fun and running away from 
life. It's getting cold 
now. 
Time isn't holding us· 
Time isn't after us· 
Same as it ever was. 



Calendar of Events 
By Paul V. Regelbrugge 
and Robert Grossett 

Friday, November 14 

The colorful Chinese Magic Revue of Taiwan will take the 
stage at Miller Auditorium . The show will feature Taiwan 
acrobats, dancers, jugglers, trick cyclists, and Kung Fu. Call 
383·0933 fo r more info. 

Friday, Saturday, November 14,15 

Ski enthusiasts, here's one for you. The State Theater will 
show Warren Miller's "Beyond the Edge," a feature length 
ski film with "some of the most thrilling ski footage ever 
assembled." An ensuing reception will feature Lee's Sporting 
Goods with their new lines of ski fashions and equipment. Snow 
bunnies will abound. 

Monday, November 17 

In what is destined to become one of the year's most 
memorable performances, the energetic Peter Gabriel will hit 
Detroit's Joe Louis Arena like a "Sledgehammer." If his "Plays 
Live" album is any indication of his live presentation, this is' a 
must·see event. Call (313) 567·7500. 

Thursday, November 20 

The English Beat's highly successful offshoot, General 
Public will attempt to show some "Tenderness" before a 
raucous Ann Arbor crowd at the luxurious Michigan Theater at 
603 E. Liberty. The suggestively named Kissing The Pink will 
open. 

Rock and Soul artists The Neville Brothers will appear at 
Kalamazoo's own Club Soda at 8:00 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. 
Although I've nevef heard them, Linda Ronstadt fancies them 
"my favorite rock 'n' roll band in the whole world." Her opinion 
alone makes it worth the pathetically inconsiderate $12.50 
price. 

Friday, November 21 

Here's a hot one for Klub Kumba party enthusiasts: Love and 
Ro.c~ets and The Lucy ~how will appear at St. Andrew's Hall . 
This IS truly an excellent double bill as the former is the main 
~emnan.t of the uniquely powerful Bauhaus, and the Lucy Show 
~s certainly one of the top new "progressive"acts as it tours for 
ItS new LP, "Mania." Call 287·8090. 

Techno·pop artists Orchestral Manoeuvers In the 
Dark(OMD) introduces its fans to"The Pacific Age" at the Fox 
Theater. Continually becoming more and more commercial , 

OMD can surely look forward to a capacity crowd of cooing 
teeny boppers destined to throw hoards of undergarments on 
stage. The foxy Models open. Call 961·5460. 

The Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra, under the direction 
of Yoshimi Takeda, will perform the concert version of 
Beethoven's only opera, Fidelio. If you can't make it, the perfor· 
mance will be rebroadcast over WMUK on Wednesday, 
November 26, at 8:00 p.m. 

Satu.rday, November 22 

Not known for extensive tours, New Order will take the stage 
at the Fox Theater. This gets a big thumbs up from this reporter 
as New Order only improves on each album. Excellent melodic 
ideas run ever·rampant for these Brits. 

Smirnoff swigging, pseudo·Soviet comedian Yakov Smlr
noff takes a much· needed break from Carson and Letterman to 
test Royal Oak's response to Reykjavik. Permits to bring semi· 
automatic sawed·off shotguns are acceptable. No nukes pleasel 
He'll be at the Royal Oak Music Theater. Call 546·7610. 

The hugely successful Second City Touring Company will 
be at the Michigan Theater. Its concept is translated by six or 
seven actors who enliven an empty stage with topical comedy 
sketches. Call 996·8742. 

The rather banally named David + David is indicative of . 
their music, but this is the kind of stuff that represents 
America's "back to the roots" approach. The Dave~' squared will 
be at St. Andrew's. Call 287·8090. 

Fr iday, November 28 

For me anyway, this will be the culmination of infinite hours 
of listening to the The Chameleons. An extraordinary British 
"new wave" group which tackles new obstacles and breaks 
previous boundaries, the Chameleons will attempt to hurdle St. 
Andrew's Hall on this re·sheduled date. Call 287·8090 please for 
more informat ion. 

Monday, Decenber 1 

The Michigan Theater serves as the host for the increasingly 
noteworthy Billy Bragg. Formerly, Bragg was exclusively a 
"subway rocker" with a mere guitar and his voice. However, 
Bragg has further developed and will probably present more of a 
stage show to back his exhilarating lyrical and musical crafts· 
manship, Call 996·8742. 

_lOUl'ON_ - _ cro __ 

"The 
Ghost 
Sonata~' 

By Eleanor Hannah 

Passion, adultery, guilt 
and revenge will really me.s 
up the afterlife If you let 
them. Dealing with these 
elemental passions can be a 
harrowing experience , This 
however, is the central theme of 
"The Ghost Sonata" by 
August Strindberg, K's fall 
theater production, which will 
be presented November 20th, 
21st, and 22nd in the Balch 
Playhouse. An excited and 
committed company has 
gathered together to present a 
play which goes far beyond 
what K has attempted In the reo 
cent past. 

Director Ed Menta stresses 
the surreal mood of this play. 
The play establishes a series of 
Images culminating in the final 
surrender to the ultimate peace 
of understanding. In order to 
create these images and mood, 
the cast of 19 enthusiastic ac· 
tors have talked in the dark , im· 
provised by candlelight, and 
stretched their imaginations 
and bodies to encompass a non· 
naturalistic way of moving and 
speaking. The excellent 
costumes and scenery by Laura 
Dykehouse and Spencer 
Brinker also contribute to the 
wonderful spirit of this produc· 
tion. 

Michael Cansfield (the old 
man) and Marla Benaglia (the 
mummy) portray the central 
characters in this myth of guilt 
and catharsis. Their illegitimate 
daughter , Stacey LaBahn, loves 
the naive young student, Tim 
Peterson. Their love is com· 
plicated by the sin of the col· 
onel's (John Bowden) house, 
the colonel is the husband of 
the mummy. Also living there 
are the colonel's old lover, 
Trisch Wagner, the Baron, 
Thorn Kardel , his lover, the lady 
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O'ip this 3d. bring it to Haimm Plus 

I 
& Scwt- $1 on any HaiKut (reg. $8) 01' 

Scwt- $S on any PI!rm (reg. $23). 

i haircut! 
I plu! ••• 

here ••• 

M the plug on 
"has bHn haif" 

Salahi , Kris Bierschbach, Chris 
Lore, Kristen Neily and Ben 

I
, Clarke, and a couple of ghosts, 

Ron Morgan and Andrea 
Rundell stick around to assure 

Q their vengence. Several beg· 
~ gars, Drew Dumsch, Becky 

I
, Harendza, Megan Owens, and 

Katy Stahl complete the pic· 
ture. 

All the actors work 
together to crute an ex-
citing and vital piece of ex-

I presslonlstlc theatre In 
which passion and intensity pay 
the final reckoning with fate. S Again, join us Nov. 20,21, and 
22 In Balch Playhouse. For 

I reservations call 383·8511. 

~ 'IDUR 
MONEY 

OR YOUR 
LIFE. 

When you give to the 
Red Cross, you take on a great 

responsibility: saving 
thousands of lives. Maybe 

even your own. 

+ American 
Red Cross 



Stryker Center Receives National Attention 

TIle Stryker Center. 

By Jane A. Adams 

The Stryker Corporation 
received national recogni
tion for five consecutive years 
of "healthy financial perfor
mance" in the November 3, 
1986, issue of Forbes 
maflazine. 

The Stryker Corporation, 
which ranked 10th among 14 
companies that have made the 
list for the past five consecutive 
vears. lends its name to the 
Stryker Center located on the 
Kalamazoo COllege ~ampus. 

The L. Lee Stryker Center for 
Management Studies and 
Educational Services serves as 
'a link between Kalamazoo Col
lege and the Kalamazoo com
munity by utilizing faculty to' 
serve the various academic 
needs of the community. 
However, the student body of 
~ala!Ylazoo College is basically 

unaware of the Stryker Center 
and its functions. 

Created on the campus of 
Kalamazoo College in 1978, the 
Stryker Center was the result of 
a generous cash endowment of 
$650,000 from Dr. and Mrs. 
Homer H. Stryker, and the 
friends and associates of their 
son, the late L. Lee Stryker. Lee 
Stryker died tragically in a 
plane crash in 1976. 

As president of the Stryker 
Corporation of Kalamazoo, 
makers of wheeled hospital 
beds, specialty surgical equip
ment and body-part Implants, 
L. Lee Stryker, an upstanding 
business leader In the com
munity, dedicated his life "to 
the betterment of the economic 
and civic conditions of his com
munity." The Stryker Center 
seeks to carry on these ideals. 

Ideally, the minion of the 

Center wal to provide a 
place and program to bring 
together academic, business 
and community leaders in a 
common concern: the educa
tion of students and the study of 
important community and 
public policy issues. In all of 
this, Dr. and Mrs. Stryker hoped 
the Stryker Center's activities 
would reflect and continue the 
interest which Lee Stryker had 
in serving his community. 

Ten years later, under the 
careful nurturing of Dr. Wen 
Chao Chen, Executive Director 
Emeritus, the Stryker Center 
has attained a place of pro
minence in the Kalamazoo 
business community and 
throughout western Michigan. 

Although the success of the 
Stryker Center has imitated the 
success of its namesake, the 
two are in no way related to 
each other. The Stryker Cor
poration serves no vital part of 
the ongoing operations of the 
Stryker Center, other than an
nual cash donations, according 
to Keith Edmondson, recently 
appOinted executive director of 
the center upon the October 1, 
1986, retirement of Dr_ Chen. 

Edmondson retired earlier 
this year from his position as 
Vice President of Chemicals for 
the Upjohn Corporation. Ed
mondson played and active role 
in the initial stages of the 
Center for Management studies 
by teaching courses and pro
viding consultation as an expert 
in his field. It Is only appropriate 
that he step In as Director of the 
Center at this time to carry on 
the work begun by Dr. Chen. 

According to Dr. Chen, the 
Center takes special interest on 
the fostering of the "en
treprenurlal spirit." It strives to 
serve as a catalyst in intergroup 
cooperation, to create an at-

State Theatre Renovated 

By Michelle Pettit 
and Emily Fries 

From Vaudeville to the 
Violent Femmel, the State 
Theater in downtown 
Kalamazoo has gone through 
many different phases since Its 
establishment In 1927. It was 
created for the vaudeville and 
silent moyle-type shows of that 
era by architect John Eberson. 
For the past few decades, 
however, It hasn't enjoyed the 
success and grandeur of Its 
earlier years, and there had 
been fears and rumors of its 
demolition until Wayne Deering 
and a partner, Roger Hinman 
purchased the theater last year 
after leasing It since 1984. 

Wayne Deering has been in
volved In bringing back enter
tainment to the downtown area 
and Is the owner of Chaps on 
Main and Club Soda, both on 
East Michigan Avenue and co
owner of Bourbon Street, also 
downtown. The State Theater, 
however, has been his latest 
project, and having an affection 
for It, Is involved In a major 
renovation. He hopes to have 
the building restored to Its 
original splendor by late spring, 
altogether paying around one 
million dollars for Its purchase 
and renovation. 

Deering want. to bring 
back the atmolphere that 
the theatre had In Ita prime. 
In those days, the movie palace 
was a place where people went 
to escape, so the State Theater 
was designed as a Spanish open 
air courtyard. The audience Is 
seated In the middle of the 
"courtyard" with opulent 
Spanish building facades on the 
sides and a blue ceiling with 
twinkling electric stars and 
moving clouds above_ The 
Spanish theme Is continued 
throughout the theater In an 
elaborate style, and Deering 
wants to emphasize this decor, 
restoring the antique furniture 
and statues that were once In 
place. 

Not only is Deering planning 
the restoration and preservation 
of the theater, but Is also up
dating Its facilities. He began 
his work in the basement, clear
ing out and reconstructing, set
ting the scene for a new comedy 
club, Zanlel, and a fine wining 
and dining Italian restaurant, 
Angellna'I, Zanies is expected 
to open Its doors during the 
third week In November, and 
Angelina's soon after 
Thanksgiving. At the same 
time, work started on the out
side of the theatre with new 
'awnings and windows, being 
completed next spring. This 

winter Deering will concentrate 
on the inside of the theater. 
Nothing will be left un
touched- he has plans for new 
lighting, seating, painting and 
carpeting, and also for updating 
the bathrooms, dressing and 
reception rooms and the lobby. 
Already, though, the theater 
has a new sound system and a 
forty by twenty-five foot movie 
screen and full-service bar 
available during both movies 
and shows. 

Jennifer Daly, In public rela
tions and advertising for the 
theater, foresees It as being a 
"total entertainment center", 
with movies, concerts, comedy 
and dining. " We anticipate a lot 
of activity-we already have a 
lot of shows scheduled and are 
on the phone dally working on 
new bookings." Although she 
cannot say exactly who Is book
ed for the 1987 season, she pro· 
mises a busy year. Right now 
there are mostly rock and new 
music concerts and a few 
vaudeville shows planned, but 
they hope to Include some sym
phonies and ballets, drawing a 
wide variety of audiences. 

When the State Theatre com
pletes its renovation next spring 
It will be a new outlet for enter
tainment close to the college 
and will be definitely worth 
looking Into. 

mosphere conducive to the free 
exchange of ideas, to help the 
area 's public and private 
organizations develop their 
human resources, and to give 
the college students another 
dimension to their ~ducational 
experience. 

T'he Center , under the 
guidance of Dr.Chen and 
Caroline Ham, Associate Direc
tor and former mayor of 
Kalamazoo, has provided a 
number of services to the 
Kalamazoo community. 
Among them are courses of
fered to the general public 
(taught by"K" faculty and in
dividuals from the community 
in their specific field of exper
tise), consulting of small 
businesses that are tyring to 
make a successful start, and 
training programs for com
panies in and around the 
Kalamazoo area. Two of the 
companies that have been serv
ed in the past are Upjohn and 
James River Paper Company; 
also included Is the interna
tionally known agency, the 
United Way. The Center also 
acts as a headquarters for civic 
organizations, providing con, 
ference room space when 
available. 

Dr. Chen and Ms. Ham, in 
establishing objectives for the 
Stryker Center, focused on 
the unfulfilled management 
and development skill needs of 
small businesses as well as pro
viding Involvement between 
citizens and the various 
oraanizations that promote 
community involvement. 

The Kalamazoo Forum II a 
non-profit organization aD
pealing to the public sector 
wherein Kalamazoo County 
reloents seek solutions to area 
problems. Dr. Chen, as director, 
promotes dialogue between the 

business and academic worlds 
in the hope of bettering the 
future of the community. 

The Kalamazoo Network is an 
organization committed 
specifically to helping women. 
Under the direction of Ms. Ham, 
the Network provides a profes· 
sional and social forum for ex-

that promote career growth. It 
acts as a resource for women to 
draw upon for community and 
personal support. 

T he Minority Business 
Association, still in the em, 
bryonic stage, will follow these 
same pathways of promoting in· 
teraction between the business 
community and the academic 
community of the Kalamazoo 
area. However, its primary focus 
will be the minority employees 
in the community. 

In the past, the Stryker 
Center has strived to serve the 
needs of the community at 
large, although administered by 
Kalamazoo College administra
tion. Director Edmonson hopes 

this will change. His goal as ; 
Director Elect is to increase in
teraction between the Stryker 
Center and Kalamazoo College 
students. His interests lie in pro
moting the interest of the com
munity in the educational 
aspect of "K" as well as to reach 
out to the community and share 
the resources of Kalamazoo 
students. 

In so doing, Mr. Edmonson 
and Ms. Ham ' are recommen
ding strongly the further 
development at the Non
traditional Program. This 
program allows for individuals 
from the community to audit 
courses from the academic pro
gram for a nominal fee, and 
also to arrange for special 
courses for the community 
taught by "K" faculty. 
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MICHIGAN 
CONNECTION LTD. 

Kalamazoo - Battle Creek 
To and From 

DetrOit Metro Airport 
Departures Dally-7 Days a week 

S25 One way 
Reservations ReCommended 

382-0930 
Departs Departs Departs Departs Arrives 

Kalamazoo B.C. MIIShaJI Jackson Metro 

4:30 AM 5:00 AM 5:31 AM 5:55 AM 7:00 AM 
8:30 AM 9:00 AM 9:31 AM 9:55 AM 11:00 AM 

11:15 AM 11:45 AM 12:05 PM 12:~ PM 1:45 PM 
3:30 PM 4:00 PM 4:31 PM 4:55 PM 6:00 PM 
5:30 PM 6:00 PM 6:31 PM 6:5!i PM 8:00 PM 

Depw Arrives Arrives Arrives Arrives 
Metro Jackson Marshall B.C. Kalamazoo 

8:15 AM 9:31 AM 9:55 AM 10:15 AM 10:45 AM 
12:15 PM 1:31 PM 1:55 PM 2:15 PM 2:45 PM 
2:30 PM 3:35 PM 4:10 PM 4:30 PM 5:00 PM 
7:15 PM 8:31 PM 8:55 PM 9:15 PM 9:45 PM 

10:45 PM 11:50 PM 12:25 AM 12:45 AM 1:15AM 

Limo Departs From: 
Kalamazoo Municipal Airport 



Foreign Language Follies 
By Michael P. Greening 
(foreign correspondent) 

"Yea, and ye must go forth to 
bear fruit as such. Thus, they 
joumeyedto Gennany, and they 
saw that it was good. " 

10/23/86 (Hannover) 
Recently, I had the good 

fortune of celebrating my 
first month In Germany. 
Sure, you say, good for you, but 
so what? Well, looking at it in 
the worst possible way, my time 
here is approximately 18% 
over. At best, an untold number 
of memorable experiences have 
befallen me and, should I fly 
home today, I would un· 
doubtedly be satisfied. 

What could happen in one 
month that would satisfy me, 
you then ask? Here's two ex· 
amples: 

At a streetcar stop one morn· 

ing, I came across a hobo of 
sorts, crying on the bench . He 
looked up and began telling 
me, in a roundabout fashion , 
that he had lost his dog, whom 
he had owned for so and so 
many years-and that he loved. 
After having to practically wipe 
the tears off my own face, I 
thought of something I might 
say to him. My streetcar ap
proached, so I pulled out a five 
mark coin and suggested in my 
jumbled German, that he buy a 
better leash for his dog, and 
that he make it one out of chain 
instead of leather. 
He dldnt' take my coin. In 
fact, he didn't take anything ex· 
cept deep breaths to counter his 
laughter. After he calmed down 
(and my streetcar had left), he 
told me in English what I had 
said . It seems I told the grieving 
bum to get married to a new 
chain·smoking wife and then 

shackle her with a leather leash. 
Needless to say, I kept the coin. 

Standing at yet another 
streetcar stop, after class and in 
a driving rainstorm, I noted with 
some curiosity the approach of 
an attractive fermale student. 
As I had plenty of room under 
my totes umbrella, I offered her 
some space. She gratefully 
stepped under and began 
speaking. And speaking. And 
speaking. For the life of me I 
couldn't tell what she was talk· 
ing about. She could have been 
asking me questions, insulting 
me, who knows what? I stood 
there, nodding in agreement, 
certain I had everything under 
control. When the street car 
came, she turned and said, 
'Thanks a lot," and jumped on 
the tram. I felt about 3/4 of an 
inch tall. I didn't even want to 
get on that tram. What a 
strange, strange place ..... 

The editor's conception of what Mike's "hobo" acqwaln. 
tance "probably looked like •.. 

Ex-Hornet Star Playing Pro In France 
By Paul Regelbrugge 

Former K student Marc 
Tlrlklan, who led the Hornets' 
soccer team to an MIAA league 
championship last year has 
earned a regular position on 
Olympique Avigonnais, a third 
division professional soccer 
team in southern France. 

Tirikian, the most prolific 
goal scorer in K and MIAA 
history, was selected as All· 
American at the end of last 
season. His 42 goals led the 
Hornets to a 17·0·1 regular 
season record and a number 14 
national ranking before they 
bowed out in NCAA tourna· 
ment play in sudden death 
penalty kicks. He was featured 
in Sports Illustrated, Soccer 
America, the Detroit 
newspapers, Parade magazine 
and the Kalamazoo newspapers 
andtelevision stations, by vir· 
tues of his outstanding perfor· 
mances, including his record· 
breaking 10 goal outburst 
against Olivet. 

A native of Grosse Pointe 
Woods, Michigan, Tirikian at· 
tended Grosse Pointe North 
High School. He scored an in· 
credible 49 goals in his junior 
year for the state's second· 
ranked Norsemen. He was also 
a standout ice hockey player at 
North. At K, Tirikian was in· 
terested in international rela· 
tions and took courses here for 
one and a half years and he 
plans to continue his education 
in France. Tirikian left for 
France at the completion of last 
year's soccer season, and 
stayed with his relatives in 
Marseilles while training with 
various professional clubs. He 
signed on with Olympique 
d'Avignon, lived in an apart· 
ment paid for by the club, and 
worked hard to adapt to the 
French style of play. 

While Tirikian improved his 
shortcomings dramatically, 
such as his "off the ball 
running" and his left footed 
shOoting, he also strengthened 
his breathtaking dribbling skills 
and his uncanny knack for put. 
ting the ball in the back of the 
net, a feat which has prevented 
Tirikian 's grandfather from 

becoming a wealthy man. Ever 
since Tirikian began his career, 
Marc's grandfather has paid 
him one dollar for every goal he 
scores. In light of the fact that 
his scoring antics exceed arab· 
bit's mating habits, "Pepere" 
has lost much of his life's sav· 

ings at Marc's expense. 
This season, Tlrlklan has 

been seeing regular playing 
time with Avignon despite pro· 
blems with the league over his 
license as a foreign player. With 
that resolved however, he is 
determined now more than ever 

to not only keep his place in the 
regular line· up, but he hopes to 
attract the attention of a second 
division team for next year. 
There are four professional divi· 
sions in France, with the first 
division being the highest level 
attainable. Tirikian has also im· 

Soccer star Marc TfrlIdan pictured abooe with Olymplque 
A"'gnonnals. TfrlIdan Is In the bottom row, third from the 
right. (photo by MIUC PlUpalalJt) 

pressed the local professional 
hockey team, and practices 
with them on a r~gular basis . 
They are "very interested" in his 
services, 

K Receives Grant for Co-Op Education 
(courtesy of Susan W. Allen 

Public Relations Office) 

The United States Depart· 
ment of Education recently 
awarded Kalamazoo College a 
one·year grant of $81 ,500 to 
support an expanded 
cooperative education pro· 
gram. The grant is the first of 
five that will continue annually 
through 1991; figures for subse· 
quent years have not been 
determined. 

Eighty percent of all 
sophomores currently par· 
ticipate in the College's off· 
campus career development in· 
ternship program. The new 
funds will allow the College to 

expand the sophomore intern· 
ship progam into a more com· 
prehensive cooperative educa· 
tion program. College students 
in the co·op program will alter· 
nate between periods of study 
on campus and periods of paid 
employment in business, 
government and non·profit 
organizations. They will also be 
able to participate in the pro· 
gram from their freshman to 
their senior year. 

John Mosser, assistant direc· 
tor of career development at K, 
will serve as director of 
cooperative education and in· 

ternships. "With the assistance 
of the Department of Educa· 
tion, Kalamazoo College 
students will have expanded op· 
portunities to explore and con· 
firm career choices, gain 
valuable work experience, and 
earn money to assist them with 
their educational expenses," he 
says. 

A secretary, cooperative 
education coordinator, and 
marketing and job develop· 
ment coordinator will be added 
to the staff to assist in develop· 
ing 254 new co·op positions, 
and to provide the related 

counseling, placement, 
supervision. 
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TIle Homeu came up wUh an ouutluadlng performance 
agabut OWU, but fell four .. comU short of earning a Ue 
and entering ooertlme. 

Last Second Goal 
Elim.inates K 

By Paul V. Regelbrugge 

The seemingly dl.t.nt 
dre.m of up.ettlng the 
number one ranked team in the 
nation, Ohio Wesleyan, was a 
mere four seconds away from 
coming that much closer to 
fruition last Friday night at 
Wesleyan, when the Bishop's 
Ken Hylund struck a shot off of 
a Hornets' defender and over 
the head of goaikeeper Brian 
Libby. As the ball fell into the 
net, K hearts sank, tears began 
to roll and a tumultuous 
Wesleyan crowd poured onto 
the field at the final whistle in 
what was an astounding display 
by an injury· ridden, unranked 
Hornets squad. 

Wesleyan won the first· round 
NCAA regional match 2·1 to ad· 
vance to the regional final in 
which they then beat Wheaton 
2·0. The loss marked the se· 
cond consecutive season in 
which K was eliminated in 
NCAA first·round play, but both 
times the Hornets faced two of 
the nation's top teams, and 
both times the defeats were last· 
second heartbreakers. In 1985, 
the defending national cham· 
pions Wheaton downed 
Kalamazoo in sudden death 
penatly kicks after playing 110 
scoreless minutes of soccer. 
This year, the national favorites 
Wesleyan dominated the first 
half, but saw the Hornets fight 
back with a fiery rage in the se· 
cond half to tie the score 1·1 
before succumbing to the 
Bishops on the last second 
goal. 

K concluded Its .... on 
with 13 win., three losse. 
.nd two tie.. It won the 
MIM ch.mplon.hlp for the 
.econd .tr.lght ye.r by 
avenging an earlier 1·0 loss to 
Hope, and beating the Dut· 
chmen 5·1 in the regular 
season's final game. The two 
teams entered the match knot· 
ted in a first place tie, but after 
allowing a goal midway through 
the first half, K's excellent 
sophomore Dan Coats notched 
his eighth goal of the season to 
tie the game before halftime. 
From that point, the Hornets 
turned in one ther best halves of 
the season to score more than 
four goals. Sophomore Chris 
Dukes scored the winner, his 
fifth of the season, on a 
magnificently struck free kick. 
Wtih that, the door to Hope's 
goal appeared to be open as 
freshmen Peter Dewhirst ana 
Rick Hartker scored, and senior 
Paul Regelbrugge netted his 
10th career goal at K on a 
penalty kick. Dewhirst's goal 
was his 24th of the season, and 
in addition to an assist on 
Duke's goal, gave him a tie for 
the MIAA scoring titie with 
Hope's Jerry Nyanor. Dan Coats 
led the league in assists, and 
Dewhirst in goals, but Nyanor's 
combined total enabled him to 
tie Dewhirst overall. 

The optlml.tlc Hornets 
then tr.velled to Ohio 
Wesley.n .fter much 10c.1 
publicity, a week of prepara· 
tion and high anxiety, As fate 
would have it however, top 
scorer Peter Dewhirst came 

do~n with the flu and was able 
to play just five minutes, Danish 
striker Claus Poulsen could on· 
Iy play for 45 minutes due to a 
hamstring injury, and senior 
defender Ali Shabangu's leg in· 
jury forced him to an early exit 
as well. Thus, K played the ex
tremely formidable Bishops 
with virtually no substitutes and 
still shocked everyone with 
their "incredible work rate" and 
"smart" play. 

"We .d.pted extremely 
well to We.ley.n'. offen.lve 
.tyle of pl.y," said K Coach 
Hardy Fuchs, "They are an ex
cellent team but I'm extremely 
proud of our team and think we 
would have had a good chance 
in overtime." 

Goalie Brian Libby was 
outstanding as he faced 25 
shots and came up big on many 
occasions_ By the same token, 
K knew that it would need a -
maximum effort by everyone to 
succeed against Wesleyan, and 
it got that effort without three of 
its top players and main scoring 
threat. Sophomore Oli Olafsson 
was K's scorer when he shoved a 
ball past Wesleyan's keeper on 
a pass from Chris Dukes late in 
the second half. From there, the 
teams traded good chances and 
the game appeared to be 
overtime-bound before the last 
second calamity occurred. 

The game marked the end of 
senior co-captains Jon Beau
bien and Paul Regelbrugge's 
careers as Hornets. In their four 
years, K won 51 games, lost 13 
and tied six, winning the MIAA 
championship twice. 

WOlnen Booters 
Ranked Eighth 

By Liz Giffels 

The women' •• occer te.m 
ended the .e •• on with • reo 
.oundlng 6·0 vlctotry over 
St. M.ry' •. The Hornets played 
with confidence, never allowing 
St. Mary's to impose itself in the 
game. 

K's six goals raised their total 
to fifty-nine on the season. This 
feat has put Kalamazoo in the 
record books as ninth on the all
time list of most goals scored in 
one season. The shutout, the 
team's tenth, placed goalkeeper 
Tracey Beecher ninth on the list 
of most shutouts in one season. 

The Hornet., with • fin. I 
record of 12·3·1, were 
undefe.ted .g.ln.t dlvl.lon 
III te.m •. They were r.nked 
eighth In the fln.1 n.tlon.1 
poll, but to everyone's surprise, 
they were not chosen for the 
NCAA Division III tournament. 

A formal inquiry is currently 
taking place. 

Freshman Kim Paterson and 
Junior Cheryl Galindo have 
been nominated for AII
American status. These ladies, 
along with sophmore Stephanie 
Smith and Freshman Renee 
Buchanan have been the team's 
backbone throughout the 
season. All four will be return
ing next year. 

The team is losing senior 
Teresa Burns to graduation and 
sophomores Liz Giffels and 
possibly Laura Wallis and Holly 
Hendrickson to foreign study. 
Returning to the team next year 
are Annie Hernstein and 
Marlene Preisz. As the hopes for 
the NCAA tournament were not 
realized in 1986, coach Bill Mc
Clintick must now look towards 
the future with his young team. 

lOS East Mich!Jan 
343·3922 

NIGHTI.. Y ENTERTAINMENT 

Outdoor Din1D6 Area Now OpeD! 
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Crab Casserole 
Chicken Cordon Bleu 
Ca tch of the Day 
Croissant Sandwiches 

Plus your old favorites: Stuffed Potatoes Served 10 different 
I ways and All Beef Burgers in 12 varieties. 

New Champagae LiBt 
33 Dille~Dt mleruatioDal8Dd Domestic Beers r--------------., I Enjoy Sunday Dinner I 
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gel a secoDd 01 equal value I 

I FREE" Coupon GoodSunihys I I thro~b 11'''188 
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The K grldtlers dominated most of the game against 
Adrian, but saw Its excellent pt.g fall to a season-ending 
loss_ 

Gridders Lose 
Heart-breakers 

By Pat Walsh 

The fighting Hornets end
ed the 1986 football season 
with two heart-breaking 
lones to Alma and Adrian Col· 
lege. Despite these two losses, 
the black and orange continued 
to play like a top team in the 
M.lAA. 

The Hornets handed Adrian 
College everything it could han· 
die Saturday. "K'''s defense 
skillfully avoided three Adrian 
scoring attempts early in the 
game lind gave the offense its 
initial momentum. After Kyle 
Biscelgie's interception of an 
Adrian pass in the end zone, the 
Hornets moved 80 yards in six 
plays. Mike Sullivan capped off 
the drive with his first TD catch 
of the season. The Hornets add· 
ed another seven points to their 
score in the second quarter 
when Tyler Lipschultz plunged 
in from the one and Jim Fish 
booted the P AT. 

Adrian scored their first TD in 
the second quarter when Wayne 
Roedel found daylight from six 
yards out. A 28·yard field goal 
by Tom Valko boosted Adrian's 
score to 10, but they trailed by 
four at halftime 14·10 

The Hornets emerged 
from the locker room after 
halftime with an upset on their 
mind. Adrian struck first, 
though, as Roedel again scored, 
this time from three yards out. 
The Bulldogs then converted a 
safety after a blundered punt at· 

tempt by Kazoo. However, the Offensively, Tyler 
play that broke the Hornet's Lipschultz and Mike Rhoads 
back occurred in . the fourth rushed for a combined 216 
quarter. Reciever Robert Banks yards. Lipschultz scored both 
took a reverse handoff from TD's and finished the day with a 
Adrian QB Bruce Crosewaithe career·best 131 yards. Jim 
but instead of running it, he Fish's 30·yard boot in the se· 
held up for the pass. He found cond quarter put the Hornets 
Jeff Upton all alone downfield ahead at hlliftime 17·7. 
for a 47·yard hookup. A Dave The fourth qUllrter proved 
Smith to Mike Sullivan TD pass ominous for the Hornets. Alma 
late in the game put "K" back running back Burt 
within striking distance, 26·20. scampered 51 yards to pull 
However, their on·side kickoff Scots to within three points 
attempt failed and the Bulldogs "K". Then, with a little over 
could sigh in relief. minutes remaining in the 

Against the Alma Scots, the QB Dean Ulrich went on a 
Hornets again almost pulled off and directed the Scot 
an upset but wound up losing downfield for the winning TD. 
20·17 in a game that resembled During this final drive, Ulrich 
their contest the previous year. completed 10 of 19 passes 
In that game, the Scots scored 117 yards. His eight·yarder 
with one minute ieft to post a Joe Molman clinched the vic· 
come·from·behind victory. It tory for the Scots. 
was no different this year. The Although the Hornets did not 
Scots scored with fifty·nine improve their 1·8 record from 
seconds left to avoid the upset. last year, they did make some 

The Hornets dominated every noticeable improvements and 
phase of the game for the first they definitely proved that they 
three quarters. The defense were a team who could not be 
allowed only 28 and 36 total taken easily. Coach Heath 
yards for the first and second believes the team's strong finish 
quarters, respectively. Through will provide and excellent 
three quarters, the stubborn ting point for the next year. 
Hornet "D" allowed just 136 Right now, the coaching staff is 
total yards. Defensive linemen concentrating their efforts on 
Chris Mack and Eric Moore recruiting. Recruiting is very 
perpetually pressured Alma's critical to "K"'s program this 
QB Dean Ulrich all afternoon. winter. Presently, the staff is 
Mack finished with 3 QB sacks visting the Detroit area with 
and he and Moore had a hopes of bringing in some good 
number of tackles for losses. athletes for next year. 

ports Wrap-Up 
Volleyball: 

After hovering around the 
.500 mark all season, 
Kalamazoo lost twice at Adrian 
to end the possibility of a winn· 
ing season. The Hornets were 
competitive in both matches, 
but were unable to muster a 
win, In the final home match of 
the season, the Hornets came 
back to beat Olivet and finish 
the season with a win. The final 
team record is 19·22, and 5·7 in 
the MIAA, good for a fifth place 
finish. Last year the team was 
seventh. The team's 19 wins are 
the most ever for a K volleyall 
team. Sophomore middlehitter 
Kerry Bruce was chosen as the 
female athlete of the week last 
week for her excellent and con· 
sistent play. 

Men's cross country: 
In a recent dual meet, the 

Hornet's harriers edged 
Adrian for a big victory, but the 
Bulldogs avenged the defeat by 
beating K in the MIAA League 
Championships. The Hornets 
placed fifth of the seven league 
colleges with 100 points. Hope 
was the winner with 41 points 
The top finishers for K were 
Peter McNelis (6th place) and 
Chris Rito (8th), The two .ere 
named AII·MIAA. K ended its 
season tied for fourth with 
Adrian, and its top seven run· 
ners will go to the NCAA 
Regionals at Hope College 
tomorrow. 

Hours: Mon·Sat 10·6 

South Kalamazoo Mall 
e345-090ge 

Women's cross counh-y 
At the MIAA League 

Championships, Alma fell 
Just short of defeating Hope 
for the League title, while senior 
Valerie Stone ' s illness 
prevented K from catching 
Calvin. The Hornets placed 
fourth of five at the meet, and 
their top finishers were Jennifer 
Wytko (6th place), Val Stone 
(16th place), and Janet Sim· 
mons (19th). K finished in 
fourth place in the MIAA for the 
second consecutive year. Its top 
seven runners will go to the 
NCAA Regionals at Hope 
tomorrow. 

All Sport Standings 
The MIAA All-Sports 

Award is based on overall 
league finishes in MIAA sports. 
Twelve points are awarded for a 
first place finish, ten for second, 
eight for third, and so on. If a 
school does not participate in a 
sport, no points are awarded. 
Fall season paints are totaled 
on all four men's sports, and 
two of three women's. Hope 
College is the current overall 
leader as it won three of the four 
men's sports, and the women's 
cross country title. Kalamazoo 
is now sixth of seven with a total 
of 31 points, just three points 
behind fourth place Alma. K 
had 28 points at this time last 
year 

BOOCIE 
DISC & TAPES 
-PRESENTS-

ONE DAY ONLYl ! 
10 A.M. -10 P.M. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1986 
WESTERN MICHIGAN'S BIGGEST EVER 

* COMPACT DISC SALE * 
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~~.~ ~~~Ngc 
~9 

MUL n SET DISCS 
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ROCK) • JAZZ! e IMPORTS! 

349-2218 
775 W. MICHICAN 

ACROSS FROM BURCER KINC 
= -,,.. - 381-1638 

S729 S. WESTNEDCE 
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K Prof Hilberry Publishes Book 
to -Ralph at the Ionia prison 
where Ralph is sentenced to life 
without parole and concludes 
with his last visit in 1981. In the 
interim chapters are descrip
tions of the brothers' early 
childhood, their married life to 
the same women, the various 
crimes they committed, and 
their life behind bars. 

With the assistance of 
Kalamazoo College professor of 
Psychology, Dr. Robert 
Grossman, Hilberry examines 
the psyche of the criminal 
mind. In Karamazov, Hilberry 
describes the horrible 
childhood the brothers en
dured. It seems that their father 
used to throw a quarter onto the 
carpet and make the children 
fi9ht for it. The winner would 

L.. ______________________ ;""...; ....... _..1 receive the father's love and ad· 
miration while the other would 
hate the other two. Dr. Conrad Hilberry's nelD book, Luke Karamazov, Is a 

psychological case study of tlDO Kalamazoo men, each 
conolcted of multiple murders. 

By Jeffrey S. Silverman 

During 1964, Kalamazoo was 
thrust from a quiet mid-western 
city into the setting of a series 
of heinous crimes. It became 
difficult for the citizens of 
Kalamazoo to enter into a 
discussion of any sort without 
mention of the five grizzly 
murders committed by one 
of the city's own residents. 
In 1972, four women were 
raped and later killed. Again 
the city found itself in shock. 
But on this occasion the 
murders did not stand alone as 
the sole source of concern. It 
was the fact that these two 
episodes of unrelated crimes, 
committed eight years apart, 
were the acts of two brothers. 

The story of these brothers 
and their lives are retold in the 
soon to be released book 

Luke Karamazov by 
Kalamazoo College pro
fessor of English, Dr. Con
rad Hllberry. Hilberry, author 
of The Moon Seen as a Slice 
of Pineapple, a book of 
poems, and a children's story 
entitled Jacob's Dancing 
Tune, trades in his serene 
literary style for a more grim 
approach to reality in 
Karamazov. Hilberry elected 
to undertake this project upon 
suggestion of Dr. Wen Chao 
Chen who felt that the story 
would be unique in the annals 
of crime. 

The book, written in various 
spurts over the past ten years, 
examines the lives of Ralph and 
Tommy Searl. Each of the 
book's seventeen chapters, has 
its own unity and could be read 
independently of each other. It 
begins with Hilberry's first visit 

In succeeding chapters are 
stories of Ralph and the manner 
in which he killed his victims. 
One such story involved a 
teacher from Ypsilanti who 
picked Ralph up hitchhiking on 
West Main near the Kalamazoo 
College tennis courts. Ralph 
robbed the man·of three dollars 
and his tennis shoes and forced 
him into the trunk of his own 
car at gun paint. While Ralph 
drove the car he heard a bang
ing noise coming from the rear 
of the car. Ralph said that he 
pulled the car over, opened the 
trunk and shot the teacher in 
the head because the noise an
noyed him. Ralph restarted the 
car and drove to a hamburger 
stand where he bought a ham
burger to eat and a Coke to 
wash the blood off the car. 

In another chapter, Hilberry 
recounts the time in which 
Ralph was picked up by a man 
named Mike and his ice skatinQ 

~himpanzee. They spent three 
days together when Ralph 
elected to rob Mike. He forced 
Mike into the cage with the 
chimp and planned to throw the 
cage in the river in order to kill 
them. However, Mike complain· 
ed about the "stink" in the cage 
so eloquently that Ralph elected 
to set Mike free. 

Although most of the book 
centers around Ralph, a few 
chapters are dedicated to his 
brother Tommy. Tommy's ex· 
wife told Hilberry that it was in 
her opinion that Tommy killed 
those women because Ralph 
was coming back to Kalamazoo 
for a new trial and he did not 
want Ralph to get all the publici
ty. 

The title of the book, Luke 
Karamazov, is the new name 
Ralph chose for himself 
because he felt it sounded more 
elegant and impressive than his 
own name. This tells us a great 
deal about Ralph and the way 
he views himself and wished to 
be viewed by others. Another 
example is the degree to which 
Ralph was angered when he 
read the first hundred pllges of 
transcripts that Hilberry sent 
him to preview. Ralph was stun
ned by the brutal honesty of 
Hilberry's book which went con
trary to the heroic portrayal he 
envisioned. It was Ralph's ideal 
to always appear on top of the 
situation and be in total control 
of all his surroundings. Hilberry 
witnessed this first hand at the 
prison where Ralph had taken 
an authoritarian type role over 
many of the other inmates. 

Hllberry said that he. has 
learned a great deal from hIs 
experiences working on the 
book. It has taught him that he 
really leads a sheltered life to 
the real happenings of society. 

Light Addresses K Concerns 
By Kristin L. Koetje 

Approximately twenty 
students were in attendance for 
last week's quarterly "Fireside 
Chat." Drs. Breneman, Light, 
and LaPlante addressed student 
concerns and gave a "State of 
the College" report. 

Dr. Breneman began by 
stating that the administration 
is beginning to take more of a 
long term look at the state of 
the college, implementing pro
grams for over the next 5-10 
years, with the Capital Drive as 
a catalyst. Dr.Breneman 
reported that during March of 
1987, the re-opening of Stetson 
Chapel is expected to occur, 
with the new organ arriving 
later in the year. 

In the past, 'K' students were 
offered 6-7 languages for study. 
A concern has been the drop of 
this number to three; the only 
developed programs are 
French, Spanish, and German. 
Dr. Light, with assistance of 
foreign study director, Dr. 
Fugate, has been searching 
for a study program In the 
Soviet Union which could fit 
into the K plan. All known pro-

grams require two years of 
Russian prior to the foreign ex
perience, which would place 
quite a strain on the typical 'K' 
student's schedule. 

Within the next year, the 
college will be hiring 10 new 
staff members to replace 
those retiring or on sabbatical 
leave. Also included will be 
those hired fo r the new 
"Classics" program. Dr. Light 
stated that since K is an entirely 
western-oriented institution, it 
is a "joke" not to have western 
classics included in the cur· 
riculum. Class programs will in
clude language study 
(Greek,Latin), art, history, and 
mythology. 

Dr. Light reported that a 
recommendation will soon be 
presented for the site of the 
new science building. The 
four sites considered are 
l)behind DeWaters Hall 2)on 
Bulkley street, with the back of 
the building next to the back
side of the library 3)the area just 
north, and including some of 
the Dalton Theatre parking lot, 
and 4)a remodeling of the pre
sent building, including an ex
tension onto the quad. 

If endorsed by the Board, 

plans for the construction of 
the Indoor tennis and rac
quetball courtswill begin next 
spring. A gift of $600,000 has 
been presented by a trustee 
with a time limit and if the col
lege can find adequate funds, 
the courts to be positioned on 
Catherine street will be com
pleted by December of 1987. 

During the second portion of 
the "chat," introduced by the ar
rival of pizza, students had the 
opportunity to "Ask the Ad
m i nistra to rs. "Fa Ilowi ng 
numerous discussions relating 
to security on campus, Dr. 
LaPlante told of three options 
presently being examined: 
hiring WMU police to patrol our 
campus, hiring individual pro
fessionals, not a service as we 
presently do, and hiring a com
bination force of students and 
professionals. Dr. LaPlante 
acknowledged the importance 
and severity of the issue and 
replied "it's not just a matter of 
giving a person a walkie-talkie 
and saying 'walk and talk'." 

One student expressed con
cern over the effort of the col
lege to increase the enrollment 
of the college, wondering if the 

quality of student is being 
sacrificed as a result. Dr. Light 
responded by pointing out that 
the SAT scores of the class of 
1990 were an average of 10 
points higher than the other 
classes presently enrolled, and 
an even greater increase is 
displayed by a one-point in
crease in average ACT scores. 
As part of the "planning for the 
future" the college hopes to in
crease the geographical diversi
ty of students from the U.S. as 
well as increasing the percen
tage of foreign students to ap
proximately ten percent of the 
next entering class. While still 
maintaining "academic ex
cellence, " the administration 
would also like to prevent pro· 
spective students from being 
"scared-off' by 'K"s reputation. 

Finally, a need for more com
puter terminals was expressed. 
The administration will look in
to the purchase of micro com
puters for the dorms, or for per
sonal student purchase. 

It did do him good, however, to 
look inside of someone else's 
mind in order to learn about 
people like Ralph and Tommy. 
Also, Hilberry says he prefers to 
lead his life with "benign
passivity" as opposed to Ralph 
who needed to be in contol · at 
all times. 

The book is being published 
by Wayne State University Press 
and is expected to be in the 
stores by mid-January. It will be 
released in hard cover and will 
have 190 pages. The book will 
sell for $14.95. 

Hilberry's next work is an 
operetta called Beggar Moon. 
It is a fairy story with very little 
evil which offers Hilberry a 
much needed break from the 
world of crime and criminals. 
Beggar Moon will be perform
ed next summer at Brant Pope's 
Festival Playhouse. 

News 
Brie~ 

Field Hockey 
Wins Case 

After a great deal of delibera
tion, the Kalamazoo College 
Athletic Committee voted this 
past week to keep Women's 
Field Hockey at K next season. 
This decision was consistent 
with the feeling expressed by 
those who attended an open 
meeting to discuss the issue last 
month. 

The final decision now goes 
to President Breneman who is 
expected to back the commit
tee's findings. 

• • • 
K Woman 

Threatened 
Another dangerous situation 

involving an attempted attack 
on a K woman took place last 
Wednesday morning at 4:45 
a.m. An unidentified male gain
ed access to Crissey Hall via a 
door which had been propped 
open. He proceeded to enter an 
unlocked dorm room, then an 
unlocked single room. 

The man threatened the 
woman with a knife but the stu
dent attempted to yell and de
fend herself and forced the in
truder out of the room. She 
then called a floor advisor, after 
her call to security proved 
useless. Security is off duty at K 
between four and eight a.m. 
The police arrived, and the 
woman was not physically 
harmed. (For more information, 
see Ben Gordon's article, "Cam
pus Safety Challenged Again"). 



Dear Index staff, Letter To The Editor 
The past Issues of the In. others to have of ourselves. want to be seen as loose, I do 

dex have Indicated a desire What one wears says something not dress like a hooker · . even if 
for some feedback, some about him or herself in relation I found dressing up enjoyable. 
"critical reviews" for the staff. In to tastes, style, preferences, etc. Likewise, the "punkers" dress 
the last issue, someone finally We've all had the experience of implies that they are both aware 
offered one .. that the Index deciding what to wear to a party and supportive of what it 
had a lack of "hard news" .. and or social occasion. Prevailing means. If the typical meaning of 
his or her observation was put thoughts often are of what kind the "punker" dress is not the 
down in a defensive manner. of an impression we want to reason they dress up, what is? 
Perhaps this is the reason for make. I have a theory based on my 
the lack of feedback? There is Certainly we can assume own observations here. A mass 
an equivocation in asking for that the "punkers" know of freshmen came to this col · 
criticism only in order to defend what they look like and what lege basically not knowing 
the newspaper. Regardless, I am their attire implies. I am safe in anyone else. Gradually they 
going to take that risk. If my assuming that typically, the met each other and began to 
arguement is refuted, I hope "punker" dress code conveys an form friendships. From what I 
that it is done with careful image of being different. They have observed at the beginning 
thought and objectivity as to willingly choose to dress out of of the term and now, it is as if 
what the function of criticism tradition and conformity, so it the "punkers" seek each other 
should be. follows that they want to be out. I have tried to talk to some 

While I do not condone the seen as different or unique. of these differently dressed peo· 
remarks made to the so·called Regardless of truth, the dress pie in classes, interested in 
"punkers" at the " Klub Kumba" code carries images of a disdain making friends based on per· 
party, I defeinitely do not con· for conventional ways of living, sonality. Although they were 
demn them. What I do find of· rebellion, and radical beliefs. not exactly rude, once they 
fensive are the few poorly The "punkers" choose to dress recognized I was normal · 
thought out paragraphs in the like this, so they must take looking, they lost interest. No 
column "Idle Thoughts" which responsibility for their actions. one tried to discover the com· 
defend the "punkers" and ad· They have to be prepared to plexities that we normal· 
vocate that we should expand deal with the consequences. looking people have which go 
our convicted, K·College, They do not dress this way so way beyond the exterior. I was 
liberal tolerance to go beyond that no one will notice them. snubbed because I was dressed 
usual categories and include They both desire and expect and appeared to be from a 
appearance. I find this com· response to their dress. I think crowd they were trying to 
pletely illogical. they would definitely be surpris. deviate from. Seven weeks 

First of all, everyone makes ed, maybe even disappointed if later, all of these people seem 
judgements according to ap· everyone left them alone. If I to have banded together. I 
pearance whether they admit it thought that it would be fun to sometimes wave to a girl in the 
or not. It simply is not dress like a hooker, I would group who gives a half smile in 
something within our control. have no right to object to return·· associating with a 
Because of this, dress styles assumptions that I was loose. I "normal" person detracts from 
emerge as a method of portray· am aware of what that type of her uniqueness? Does being 
'mg an image whiCh we want dress implies, and since I do not labelled a " weirdo" make one 

- I '!~~, c!o:~!!!~Il!}~'!·h:!I"g him 'itho<_ .hi,h.", 
jectivity. Without that, this col· what occurred at the party. 
umn would be reduced to a sim· My plea for tolerance is not 

In this the final Install. pie factual statement. an "illogical" one as you stated, 
ment of "~ddled" thoughts, I Since we're on the subject of nor is it an impossible task. Of 
would like to comment on the facts, however, I would like to course, you will always have 
letter which was written in resubmit s'ome of the facts these deeply engrained pre· 
response to my column in our which prompted my last col· judices regarding someone',s 
November 14th edition. This umn. Fact: there were people at appearance, but that doesn t 
thoughtful letter deserves a the party who wore clothes that give. you a green light to 
response, and I will attempt to were different than your voclrerously degrade and 
clarify my position so as to "average" American . Fact : phYSIcally push around anyone 
avoid any further misinterpreta· these people danced. Fact: whose appearance you deem to 
tions. I do believe, however, some "K" students made be abnormal. If you feel that 
that the opinion page should careful note of the "fr~aks", a.nd t~is. type of tole~~~ce is n~t 
not become a battlefield for voiced their observatIons whIch wlthm the capabIlitIes of thIS 
debating the same topic from were chronicled in the previous college community: then I 
week to week, one side putting issue. Final fact: some of our would hate t~ see thIS type of 
forth its decision one week and self·righteous enforcers posi· socIety when It reaches matura· 
the other refuting that pO;ition tioned themselves on the ou~er tion. Y~u pred,i,ct that ,,:,hen 
the next week; but in this par· fringes of the dance floor while these punker aberratIOns 
ticular case, I'll offer my rebut. hitting or shoving any "freak" g~ow up, they wil.1 "function 
tal. Besides, it's the last issue, who came close. This was a bit WIth the rest of us 10 complete 
and I'll be off next quarter. So... much. These were aggressive accordance and compliance 
here we go. and unprovoked attacks on with society." 

Denise, in the opening people who dress, according to WOWI That sounds like a 
paragraph you offer a plea for you, in order to evoke "images utopia In Orwellian thought. 
objectivity in refuting your let· of a disdain for a conventional You may think you're different 
ter. If you look carefully, you'll way of living." now, but sooner or later, you 
discover that this is, in fact, the l"Iow If I understand the will be rendered subservient to 
"opinion page". Objectivity is position correctly, you would the generic mass known as 
to be found on the news page. in no way "condemn" these ac· "society", and you will exist in 
The purpose of an opinion col· tions. It's just fine and dandy for "complete accordance and 
umn is to express one's views a vigilante mob to bust into par· compliance with society ." 
concerning particular issues. ties and shove around anyone That'll be just swell. Denise, do 
It's obvious that one cannot be who goes against the status you honestly believe that the 
objective in this capacity. In quo. Maybe I'm just naturally a only way one can function in 
fact, is it possible to be com· mean guy, but it does indeed SOciety is to (in your terms) 
pletely objective in anything seem plausible to "condemn" "look normal"? (God forbid) 
outside of the purely scientific these actions and the absence How does one "l ook 
realm? of tolerance which accom· normal?" This is a highly sub· 

Regardless, your criticism panied them. jective term. One definition of 
was most certainly not ob· You seem to have truly normal would be abiding by 
Jectlve In light of your misunderstood my column as patterns or traits which are 
preconceived notions regar· being in defense of "punkers". typical in the behavior of a 
ding what you (not I) term That is stated explicitly in the social group. In this sense, what 
"punkers", Your description second paragraph of your letter. is normal in one group may not 
seems to be a value·laden com· To the contrary, I only ask that be normal in another, and vice· 
position of various stereotypes we be more tolerant of those versa. To put this in a more per· 
not too different from what I've who do not fit into the stand~rd sonal perspective, what you 
seen on "Chips" and "Sally roles which we have created. I m would consider a "normal" ap· 
Jesse Raphael", complete with not asking you to run out and pearance at a "K" College 
words like "rebellion" and marry the next man you see gathering (excepting " Klub 
"radical". My point is, an opi- with a mohawk, but I see no Kumba" parties), could be con-
nion column carries with it a positive aspects in phys.ically strued as being an abnormal ap-

type of prejudice based on ap
pearance? 

Do these people want me 
to Ignore their appearance 
and treat them like anyone 
else? No, if they did, they 
wouldn't be different. I have 
known several people who have 
gone through this change in 
dress. All of the sudden they are 
wearing solely army green and 
black, half or irregular shaved 
or unruly hair cuts, and various 
pierced holes in their faces. 
These people, from my observa· 
tion, actually were (before the 
transformation) more bland , 
boring, and nondescript than 
most other people I know. I 
think that they create an identi· 
ty because they felt they lacked 
a natural one. If one is worried 
about being average, with no 
particular personality to give 
identity, he or she creates one. 
"You know, the girl with the 
shaved head?" - " Oh, now I 
know who you mean." Not that 
they haven't got personalities, 
they just aren't sure of them. 
What is it? If I took off your 
clothing, cut your hair, and 
washed your face, what would I 
find? Would I find you boring? 
Is that what you are afraid of? I 
am not saying this explains 
every so-called "punker", but I 
think it explains many. 

For whatever the reasons are, 
these people have chosen to 
deviate in standard dress. They 
know what their dress sym
bolizes, and they should thus be 

pearance at a similar gathering 
at Western; but this doesn't 
mean one must change his or 
her appearance in order to be 
accepted. I, for one, often 
associate with people who you 
would term "punks" . I don't 
have an "irregular·shaved or 
unruly haircut," and I don't wear 
"solely army green and black." 
However, I do have many 
friends who, to use your 
description , don't " look 
normal". In fact, you would pro· 
bably call them "punkers", 
although they don't abide to the 
ridiculously simplistic defini· 
tion put forth in the letter. 

It is at this point, that I would 
like to offer you little informa
tion on what a "punker" is: I 
have no idea. Just as I have no 
idea what constitutes a 
"normal" person. Definitions 
such as this change from group 
to group and from culture to 
culture . The alternative 
"punker" scene which you con
sider abnormal could be con· 
sidered a subculture within our 
society. Sure, they dress like 
that because their peers do, and 
who doesn't? They may be seen 
as being aberrations within the 
society as a whole, but within 
their own sub-culture they are 
merely average conformists 
who adhere to the established 
norm. They are not unique to 
their group. I have been to 
countless social functions 
where this is, in fact, the case(y). 

Thanksgiving evening, 
following a hearty meal of 
the usual fare, my brother and 
I ventured out on the town to a 
local "hardcore" concert which 
was being put on by the local 
"sub-culture." I was resplendent 
in my holiday attire of penny 
loafers, baggy black pants, polo 
sweater, and a long tweed over
coat. Besides my brother and 
myself, everyone else at the 
show wore clothes more 

somehow special? Is it a reverse 
prepared for typical reactions. 
Most do not mind, because they 
dressed differently in order to 
be seen and treated differently. 
This phenomenon is not un
familiar in history. Society has 
seen many groups like this. 
What will the "punker" look like 
when he or she grows up? Well, 
take a look at adults today. I see 
very few flappers , hippies, or 
"punkers". Today's "punkers" 
are going to grow up and ... 
(God forbid) ... look normal. 
They will get jobs, pay taxes, 
and function with the rest of us 
in complete accordance and 
compliance with society. 
Therefore it can be deduced 
that what they are doing now is 
a stage in growing up, a mild 
rebellion, a testing of identity 
and norms. The rest of us seem 
to be capable of doing it 
without investing the time, 
money, or energy into looking 
like a weirdo. 

Come on-If "punkers" 
are convicted In "punker" 
beliefs or if they just like the 
style, they know what it means 
and what responses they must 
deal with. This, to me, is ob
vious, as it is that "Idle 
Thoughts" for 11-14-86 really 
were idle thoughts, written, 
perhaps, close to a deadline. 

Respectfully, 
Denise Duffield 

Editor's note: Ms, Duffield's 
comments will be addressed 
In Idle Thoughts, Stay tun· 
ed, 

suitable to the dark and 
decrepit surroundings of this 
hole known as the "The icepik" 
. egads, punkersl I, not abiding 
to the dress code, was well 
received even though I did not 
know one person at the show. 
Nobody shoved me, and ' 
nobody shouted remarks such 
as: "Hey dude, where's the wed· 
ding;" or "look at da yuppies." 
There was no reversal at "The 
icepick" of the intolerant pre
judices which were prevalent at 
"Klub Kumba." 

Your extended treatise In 
explJllnlng why people act 
and dress differently is ad
mirable but irrelevant. My col 
umn was not a defense of 
"punkers," but merely a com
mentary on the intolerant, 
knee-jerk reactions which I 
witnessed in our campus com
munity. These were reactions 
which involved aggressive, un· 
provoked physical harrassment 
which is not becoming of a col· 
lege student, or anyone else for 
that matter. 

In your closing paragraph , 
Ms. Duffield, you seem to imply 
that violent behavior of that sort 
is a natural response that 
" punkers" should expect to deal 
with ; and we should excuse it as 
natural because our inflexible, 
Draconian SOciety will not allow 
any deviations from the norm. 
Tolerance has no place regar· 
ding those who dress different· 
Iy. Conform to the "norm" or be 
killed. This type of thinking is 
extremely disheartening and 
even dangerous. Oh woe be 
those who buck the status quo! 

p.s. For your information, I 
always write my articles at or 
after the deadline. "Inspiration 
under the gun," or something 
like that. 

p.s.s. Have a nice Winter 
Quarter. 



On Raymond 
And In Answer 

His "lndexElders" 
Dear Editors: 

By now, the new youth at 
" K" should be well versedin 
the ways of college life· 
Kalamazoo style. From Saga to 
social life, the freshman class 
has learned t he common 
gripes, the do·s and don'ts, and 
how to have fun on the 
weekends. Away on foreign 
study, I have not yet met the 
class of 1990. I do have some 
impressions though·"Fresh 1m· 
pressions," 

The magical words of Steve 
Raymond (on the "Freshman 
Beat") culminate in his detailed 
essay describing " the silly 
things we all do" at weekend 
parties. According to Raymond, 
these "socially acceptable ex· 
cuses to become totally intox· 
icated" are " the most ap· 
propriate (or, at least, common) 
response" to the pressures of 
Kalamazoo College. Is this the 
correct impression of the social 
life at " K"? Does this fine writer 
speak for the rest of the 
freshman class as well? (I 
suspect notl) 

This is not a commentary on 
Raymond or the freshmen, 
though. Rather, I hope to satisfy 
Editor Casey Coston's need for 
feedback. Has the " Index" suc· 
ceeded in providing "pertinent 
information for the campus at· 
large," as Mr. Coston claims? 
More importantly, has the " In· 
dex" actually illustrated life at 
Kalamazoo College? If that is 
the case, then one would 
believe that all "K" students are 
tasteless , i r respons ible , 
thoughtless, abusive alcoholics. 

The clever Mr. Raymond 
has learned well from his 
wise" lndex" elders. He need not 
fear the beady little eyes and 
cold claws of attacking squirrels 
any longer. Now he can escape 
into the depths of his tequila 
bottle. 

I fail to understand the in· 
tegrity of a news staff that con· 
demns the immaturity of a few 
unthinking individuals at 
Homecoming, wh i le at the 
some time encouraging such 
immaturity. Distasteful 
"Backpage"s and articles like 
Raymond's last degrade the" ln· 
dex" for students parents, and 
alumni/ae. These examples can· 
not speak for the student body 
at·large, as I know it, and I 
hope they never willi 

The magic of Mr. Ray. 
mond's words is that, ironical · 
Iy, his description of alcohol 
abuse is true for some. Does 
Raymond's colorfu l portrayal of 
social life at "K" make anyone 
stop and question such 
mindless behavior, or will this 
"socially acceptable" behavior 
continue? 

There's more to college than 
the weekends, and more to 
weekends than alcohol. Things 
don't have to stay the same, but 
they can't change without a lit· 
tie effort either. 

Respectfully , 
Andrew C. Luedders 

Class of 1988 

While I consider Mr. Lued· 
der's letter to the editor In· 
terestlng, I feel obliged to 
answer the several questions he 
raised. 

Mr. Luedders asked if Steve 
Ravmond offered " the correct 
impression of social life at K." 
From the armchair 
quarterback's seat, I think it's 
easy to condemn mad drinking 
frenzies and say that the alleged 
"need" to drink into oblivion is 
foolish and immmature. Not 
two weeks ago, a U·M student 
died at a "drinking party" when 
he fell off a balcony. He was 
drunk. Certainly we all sym· 
pathize with that, but realistical · 
Iy, do you really th ink that that 
fatal event will deter partying? I 
can't imagine students or peo· 
pie anywhere who already drink 
stopping and thinking, ''I'm not 
going to drink or party tonight 
because I might die." 

Of the many people I know at 
Kalamazoo College , unless 
they're studying on a weekend 
night, it is a very popular act ivi· 
ty to drink and/or go to 
drinking ·oriented part i es. 
That's a fact, not an opinion. 

Does Steve Raymond 
speak for the rest of the 
freshman class? Well Mr. 
Luedders, your suspicions are 
quite correct. Of course he 
doesn't, nor does he speak for 
the rest of the Index staff. 
Steve's column appeared on the 

Opinion page, it represented his 
opinion only. In the short time 
he has been here, he has 
perceived K's social life to be 
the way he described. Naturally 
everyone perceives different 
things in different ways-I know 
for a fact that many people 
agree with Steve's perceptions 
(myself included), but with each 
and every opinion, there will 
always be people who disagree. 

In response to the question of 
whether or not the Index has 
succeeded in providing "perti· 
nent information for the cam· 
pus at large," naturally that's 
entirely up to the campus com· 
munity. Our goal is certainly to 
do just that. How could Mr. 
Luedders have any idea of what 
is pertinent at this time in 
Kalamazoo when he is studying 
in Germany? "Has the Index ac· 
tually illustrated life at 
Kalamazooo College?" Again, 
that's up to our readers. I really 
cannot see how one could 
believe "all K students are 
tasteless, i rresponsible , 
thoughtless, abusive 
alcoholics" from the reading of 
Steve's column. Call the Index 
staff what you wi II, we can try to 
j ustify ourselves. But all K 
students? Give them a break. 

Mr. Luedders claims that 
our "news staff" Is 
hypocritical-condemning 
the Homecoming fiasco, "while 
at the same t ime encouraging 
such immaturity." Where have 
we ever done that? Surely no 
one has encouraged th i s 

behavior, we merely describe it. 
Mr. Raymond was simply mak. 
ing light of one of life's social 
institutions·the party lifestyle. 
Again, he does not even tf): to 
speak for the "student body at. 
large." 

I'm sure most everyone will 
agree that "there's more to col· 
lege than the weekends, and 
more to the weekends than the 
alcohol." Mr. Luedders sug· 
gested that things can change 
with a little effort. Sure, but he 
didn't offer any alternatives. Ac· 
tually, that's an interesting 
pOint that was raised, because 
I've heard on countless occa· 
sions that " there just isn't 
anything to do on weekends." 
That alone is one potential 
reason why people are led to go 
to parties and/or drink-it's one 
quite popular way to meet new 
people and potentially have a 
good time. We're not encourag. 
ing drinking by any means, but 
we too would like there to be 
college or community spon. 
sored alternatives. Fortunately, 
I have heard from the people in 
Student Services that they have 
planned many more activities 
than ever before in the imm· 
mediate future. We at the Index 
do encourage this. 

P.S .. . .I'm afraid Mr. Lued· 
der's solution for Steve's fear of 
squirrels is inadequate. The Te· 
quila bottle in the photograph 
was full of ack, H201 

Paul Victor Regelbrugge 
Edltor·In.Chlef ' 

The Index 

by Ben Gordon 
Campus Safety Challenged Again 

Just as we are once again 
feeling safe and secure, 
nestled amongst the trees and 
squirrels, our world has been 
rocked , On Wednesday, 
November 26, at 4:45 a.m., a 
female Kalamazoo College stu· 
dent was attacked by a black 
man who gained entry to 
Crissey Hall by means of a door 
that had been propped open by 
a stUdent. After findin!l an open 

door, the assailant proceeded to 
enter the woman's suite. He 
then made his way into her 
unlocked single room at which 
pOint she awoke. Seeing this 
stranger in her room, she began 
to scream. The intruder 
covered her mouth and told her 
to "lay down or I'll stab you. I 
have a knife." Fighting for her 
life, she bit and kicked him and 
was able to force him out into 

the hallway. The assailant then 
fled and the woman phoned 
se c ur i ty. 

There was no one to answer 
her call because our college 
does not employ security bet· 
ween 4 and 8 a.m. to assist in 
such an emergency. The victim 
then phoned her floor advisor 
who called the Kalamazoo 
Police Department. The 
assailant was later described as 

The greater portion of the Fall Index staff. AoallUle for 
weddIngs, annloersarles, birthday parties . .. 

approximately 6 feet tall and 
being between the ages of 25 
and 30. 

In this Instance, It wa. the 
Irre. pon.lblllty of a student 
that allowed for this crime to 
take place. The security on our 
campus may be less than ade· 
quate, primarily between 4 and 
8 a.m. However, even if He·Man 
were to patrol our campus, his 
time would be wasted by 

students continually propping 
open doors. The College has 
promised to continue to make 
improvements in our security 
system, however, the student 
body plays an important role 
here and must do their part to 
insure the safety of others. 

w w 

The Staff Box 
Paul V. R~ ••..•. • .. •••.••• editor In chief 
P. c::..e, Coatoll . . . . . . . . . . ....... auoclate editor 
RoMrt T. Groaett ............. enterta1nmenledltor 
Traer a. Lon. . ............... advertlsln. aecutlve 
JeffreJ a. allverman ................... ne •• editor 
"Put" JobanJ atult .................. aporta editor 
Beajamln •• Gordon II ................ opinion editor 
Paul D ...... lDoff .................. bec •• e editor 
...... Heed .. a ..................... I.Jout editor 
Jolla Co DrIer .... ' .............. pbotographlc editor 
William E. Haba. Jr .. .............. buelneu man ..... 
aten 1taJmoncI. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . freallman beat 
Pa1d Da ..... rtlD ....... cartoona.tl.dvertlaln .... Istant 
,...... PratarcaDgeli . ................ 8pOrta ... Istant 
lIUcbaaJ P. GnaaID • ..... . ..... forelp conupondent 
KathertDe Allen ... . .............. . "Jout ... Istant 
AlIDa L.......... . ................. "Jout ... Istant 
E6ekDonmaD . . ...• . .... . ............. cartooniat 
Michelle Pettit ..... . ........ pbotosP'aPhlc ... Istant 
Keith .. m ...... _ .... .. ....... pbotosP'aPhlc ... Istant 

u.e.. I!bIert •.•• •• . • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • tJ'pe.Mttera 
KrbK..,. 
J.,Rapp 
Amle 8cInrart& 
D .... RIprocIl 



Memories In Future Tense 
By Paul V. Regelbrugge 

I remember the day I 
graduated from high school. 
A sea of old test papers and 
notes blanketed the grass and 
pavement like flood water in a 
basement. Car horns blared ob· 
noxiously and annoyed tax· 
paying residents for a good two 
mile radius, and imaginative 
graffiti was spray painted here 
and there, such as "'83 is bestl" 
or "We finally made itl" 

I did a lot of watching and 
thinking that day. The vast rna· 
jority of my classmates were 
souls in jubilation, parading 
around my hometown wearing 
huge grins that reminded me of 
how my smile must have looked 
when the tooth fairy left 
quarters under my pillow. When 
my friends slapped me on the 
back as if to dislodge a trapped 
food particle from my throat, I 
smiled too and gave Fonzie 
gestures in response to 
acknowledge their enthusiasm. 

"We did it Paull," said one 
friend, "The worst years of our 
lives are over-that was helll" I 
didn't say anything, I just nodd· 
ed and wondered. Grown·ups 
had always told me that "life 
never gets any easier-the older 
you get, the more problems 
you'll face and the more deci· 
sions you'll have to make." That 
was one of the more standard 
statements I thought, and 
although I was quite inex· 
perienced and admittedly naive 
about life in general, I imagined 
that life would indeed get more 
complicated for me. I thought a 
lot about that ... I thought 
about college-"WiIIl ever have 
any free time away from study· 
ing to go to, gasp, the college 
parties? What kind of girls will I 
go out with? Can I listen to 
music and study at the same 
time? What will my roommates 
be like? Will I pass my classes? 
Willi get through in four years? 
You know, serious questions. I 
couldn 't really fathom the 
thought of life beyond college 
-college was my next hurdle in 
life. I once tripped over a hurdle 
in freshmen track and scraped 
my knee. I was anxious to go to 
college though, and curious to 
see if I'd complete this 
challenge more successfully. 
More importantly, what would 
happen in those four years? 
What would I be exposed to? 
What would I learn? . 

I remember my frelhman 
year at college. I considered 
myself a rather clueless being 
about a heck of a lot of things. 
When I talked to upperclassmen 
(I immediately learned to say 
"upperclasspeople", by the way) 
I knew that I had a long, long 
way to go before I became 
somebody who had the foggiest 
notion of who he is, what he 
wants, and oh gosh, a million 
thingsl I really admired seniors 
(a select few anyway). They 
"survived" almost four years of 
courses at mighty Kalamazoo 
College, plus foreign study I 
More than that however, they 
generally displayed such an 
aura of self·confidence, com· 
mon sense and general 
awareness. I actually idolized 
some of them, and hoped that I 
too would exude such an aura 
as soon as possible, and I 
wondered how it would happen, 
if at all. 

Freshmen year ended and 
although I had another year 
under my belt, that aura I 
sought was still missing. I was 
frustrated and I wasn't learning 
fast enough. What was I even 
looking for anyway? 

Sophomore year came and time 
co~tinued to pass uneventfully 
as It so often does. I was beginn· 
ing to learn more and more 
though-not just from classes, 
but from living in the campus 
environment where one can 
learn so much by associating 
with and experiencing the close 
friendships that can potentially 
occur. I'll never forget some of 
the "intellectually stimulating" 
conversations I had with my 
friends. Relationships, trust, the 
best pizza in town, death, the 
future and so much more servo 
ed as late night conversation 
topics and a fantastic medium 
for me to listen and learn from 
people my age, while giving me 
an opportunity to express my 
own opinions and get reactions 
to them. In high school, with a 
mere few exceptions, my 
friends were simply people I 
went to parties with. In·depth, 
meaningful conversations were 
either unfathomable at that age, 
or if one began to talk seriously, 
he/she was so often met with 
laughter, ridicule, or "who the 

. hell is this guy?" 
Career development followed 

and served me quite well, as it 
reaffirmed my career ambi· 
tions. I met several interesting 
people, learned a lot about the 
profession, and established im
portant contacts. I came back 
from my career development 
quarter with a fire in my eyes. I 
now had a definite direction, 
self-assuredness, and for 
posterity's sake, an escalating 
grade point average 

I greatly anticipated 
foreign Itudy,and It certain
ly wal no disappointment. It 
was the most meaningful and 
memorable learning experience 
of .my life. The diary I kept, 
while quite explicit, could only 
begin to capture what I learned 
and saw there. Being an in· 
dependent stranger in strange 
lands poses situations that one 
is never exposed to in the more 
familiar confines of America. I 
learned about myself there 
more than ever before-I saw 
strengths and weaknesses in 
myself I would never have 
known about had I not gone. I 
tried to strengthen the 
weaknesses I was aware of. 

The period after foreign 
study was one of the most dif· 
ficult times in my life. Physical· 
Iy, I was on campus taking three 
courses. Mentally, I was still 
riding on a transcontinental 
overnight train in Europe. I fre
quently dreamed that I kept be
ing awakened by border of
ficials asking for my passport or 
ticket in languages that made 
no sense to me. Then a 
thoroughly trained drug detec
tor; a gargantuan, drooling Ger
man Shepherd indicated that I 
was carrying illegal substances. 
Where am I? Anyway, I could do 
no homework, I could only 
sleep and dream, and sleep and 
daydream. I pulled through 
though, salvaging respectable 
grades and emerging victorious 
from another foreign situation. 

So here I am now. It doesn't 
matter where. I continue to 
watch as life goes by. Now I 
wonder about a lot of things. I 
hope I get accepted into a good 
law school. I wonder about the 
creationism vs. Darwinism 
argument. I wonder how I'm go· 
ing to get enough money to buy 
a much·needed car. I wonder if 
I'll ever get married. No, I don't 
want to think about 
that. . . Where am I going to 
live? Will I still be friends with 
my friends after graduation? 

"Don't be foolish Paul , liVE 
each day at a time," you might 
say, "Let things sort themselves 
out." Okay, but can you blame 
me for wondering about 
my life? When I was on foreign 
study last spring, I told so
meone that at least according 
to me, I had come a long way in 
the last four years. I barely 
recognize myself when I think 
about what I was like as a 
freshman. That person 
answered by saying that if I 
think there's such a difference 
in four years, wait until I sit 
back and think about 10 years' 
differences, adding that it's as if Editors Coston and Regelbrugge monitor soclal behaDlor 
you have lived different lives. I at the recent Klub Kumba party-
guess that's all normal , and r-----------:......::...----------
simply stages that we go 
through as we age in life like a 
vintage wine. 

I am quite self-confident and 
much more "aware" of life now 
than when I arrived here. I am 
very happy that I continue to 
mature intellectually. One must 
only keep his/her eyes and ears 
open to cognizantly progress. 
It's infinitely important to be a 
good listener and watcher of 
other people and life itself. One 
person can never know or think 
of everything, thus by observ· 
ing one can choose what 
he/she perceives to be viable 
routes to follow for his/ her 
own lifestyle. With every day, 
every experience, I learn 
something. That's why foreign 
study was far and away the most 
meaningful, because ex· 
periences were accelerated and 
amazingly new . I'll have 
memories. 

But I certain ly don't have all 
the answers. I never will unfor· 
tunately, but I greatly look for
ward to continually learning, 
maturing, and solving at least 
some of the countless questions 
I have. I look at freshmen today 
and I smile at the prospect of 
what awaits them in their years 
at Kalamazoo. There will be a 
lot of pleasure, but also a lot of 
pain . The important things is to 
learn from both. There will 
often be much pressure 
throughout the years, but with 
no pressure, there's no gain. 

I don't consider myself a 
pessimist (al I've been cal
ed), nor do I consider myself 
optimistic. I think I have a fair· 
Iy realistic attitude, accepting 
pleasure and pain as inevitable, 
and hoping that I'll continue to 
learn and improve myself by 
observation and personal ex
periences. That's why come 
June, 1987, when I (God will · 
ing) walk down that aisle to 
graduate, I will certainly be hap· 
py that I learned a lot at K, and 
that that hurdle of my life was 
successfully conquered. But I 
doubt I'll be parading around 
the campus yelling ''I'm freel" 
or "Hell is overl" More obstacles 
and much more difficult ones at 
that, will test me to see truly 
what I know, and how I handle 
myself and emerge from the in· 
evitable exoeriences we call life. 

Speilklng lor the rest of 
the Index staff, editing the 
college bugle IOU a Dery 
gratifying JOb-one which I 
had In the back of my mind 
since Iwu a freshman. I did 
learn a lot, and I'm extreme
ly proud of the entire staff. 
They came through con
sistently, and I think we 1m
proDed with eDery Issue, The 
compliments we recelDed 
made all the work we did 
well worth It, and I really ap
preciate the dedication we 
had from eDeryone. Con
gratulatlonsl 

The (Careful) 
Rebirth Of 

Cheerleading At K 
by Rebecca Wolfe basketball games. And they're 

"You're going to be finding support. Athletic 
hated ••• " coaches and their wives have 

Robin Lake, K'90, was an ac. personally thanked the 
tive cheerieader all through her cheerleaders for their efforts, 
highschool years . Her and the school subsidized their 
cheerieading squad went to uniforms. Most promising, it 
state· level competition. She looks as if cheerleading will be 
cheered year·round for several given Physical Education 
sports. She was good. It was on. credit, which will allow the team 
Iy natural that she planned to to have a coach, (as it exists at 
keep cheering at college. this time, the team is very 
"Don't be nervous," she was unorganized, practicing about 
told by Admissions, " the team ten minutes a weekend without 
is really looking for some a coach .) 
talented cheerleaders." They So it seems that cheerleading 
didn ' t tell her why . is back at K. But it is not in the 

"You're going to be hated." same form that existed before 
This phrase, uttered by a K stu. the Anne SchwartzlW.I.G. con· 
dent, introduced Robin Lake to troversy. These cheerleaders 
the controversial world of are more concerned, more 
cheerieading at K College. careful about how they move 

Once a commonly ac- and what they choose to scream 
cepted institution at athletic to the stadium crowd. The 
eDents, cheerleading has come chant "Go for itl" is out, as is 
under intense scrutiny in recent "Come, on, come on , raise that 
years, and this controversy s~orel" In the same vein, one 
came to a head at Kalamazoo Will no longer hear "You can do 
College last spring. After the it Big 0" from the mouths of 
Women's Interest Group spon. the cheerieaders, nor " Put the 
sored a talk by Nancy Haas on Hornets where they belong: 
cheerleading , subtitled Right on Topl" The 
"Necessity or Nuisance," the cheerleaders have put these 
In~eJC printed an opinion letter rest~ictions upon themselves, 
Written by Anne Schwartz, . feeling these particular cheers 
K'89. The letter, printed May and others could be sexually 
23 , 1986, and entitled construed . "They're afraid 
Cheerleadlng: boo, hiss, lam. 'W.I.G. might not like it,' " 
basted cheerleading as being states Robin Lake, now on the 
" degrading to women ." cheerleading squad, "No one 
Schwartz made her point with from the outside has said 'You 
strong language: "Call it naive can't do this, except for the 
or willfull ignorance, but why is cheerleaders themselves." 
there a need in our society for Movement has been subject 
grown women to dance around to self· imposed restrictions as 
in short skirts and tight well. Far from the jumping and 
~weaters ? If you do not think it tu~bling of a standard squad , 
IS degrading to women, just thiS does not employ jumping 
think about what these women of any kind; in fact they seldom 
are doing every time they get even bend their knees. Again, 
on the field. Hint: they are servo the issue being that a move· 
ing men, standing on the ment may be construed as sex
sidelines for the crowd to stare ually oriented. Explains Lake 
and jeer at, while they yell "There's always a question as t~ 
senseless commands at a team whether to put movement in at 
of male athletes. If this does not all. The girls are scared." 
appear wrong, then some So this is the final result of 
serious thinking is in order last year's battle. Cheerieading 
about how women have been, has returned at Kalamazoo Col· 
and for the great part still are lege. Yet this squad has been 
portrayed in our society." ' sig~jfjcantly altered from the 

The letter fulfilled its inten. typical squad you can find at 
tion, and the Kalamazoo Col. any college across America. 
~ege Cheerieading Squad went ~.I.G. has left it's mark in a ma
Into turmoil. Pounded by cam. Jor way, and Anne Schwartz 
pus hostility and defenseless made her pOint with long 
with administrative apathy, lasting effects. The 
cheerleading at K died a quiet cheerleading squad still exists, 
d eat h . but these girls are extremely 

But it is now a new academic careful about their actions, and 
year, and five female students are much more concerned 
are quietly trying to reinstate about the image of women 
cheerleading at football and which they represent to the col· 

leg e . 



Ca ndar 
by Robert T. Grossett 

Friday, December 5 
What a better way to get in the Christmas mood than by atten· 

ding the Dicken's classic, A Christmas Carol . Join Tiny Tim 
and the boys for a memorable performance at the posh 
Meadowbrook Theatre of Oakland University. The show runs 
through the 28th. Call 377·3300 for more information. Hum· 
bug! 

A spectrum of figure skating talents including Dorothy 
Hamil, Scott Hamilton, Robin Cousins, and Elaine Zayak 
take the ice of the Munn Ice Arena at M.S.U. in a one· night ·only 
performance. For a mere 25 bucks you can, rub shoulder~ with 
the Olympic stars of yesteryear. (Whenever I m at a cocktail par· 
ty for ice skaters I like to tell this joke ... What's green and 
skates? Answer: Peggy Phlegm.) Tickets available at all Ticket 
World Outlets or call (313) 423·6666. 

The ever sultry Dionne Warwick will deliver a package of 
her showstopping tunes to the Premier Center in Detroit. 
Nostrils flaring and vocal cords blaring, Warwick is sure to have 
you plastered in your seat. Call (313) 978·8700. Another show is 
scheduled for Dec. 6. 

Saturday, December 6 
The sweet sound of chanting young men will enrapture you, 

as the Vienna Boys Choir play center stage at the Music Hall 
Center in Detroit. The affable Austrian youths are always a sure 
bet. Call 963·7622. 

George Carlin, a favorite among college types, will appear at 
the Royal Oak Music Theatre. Paul Regelbrugge loves him. 
Tickets at all Ticket World Outlets. 

Sunday, December 7 
Holy Cowl It must be time for that quarterly bash . . . Exam 

Week Extravaganza For those of you new to this ritual , be 
prepared for a multitude of jovial profs serving up your favorite 
elementary school·style pizza and beverages. Slam a few slices 
and watch the exam blues fade away. 

Tuesday, December 9 
Come stomp to the easy beat of Sinister Footwear at the 

Club Soda. This group has real sole and will surely sweep you 
off your feet, so kick back and enjoy the show. 

The mighty Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra will com· 
bine forces with the Pittsburgh Theatre for a lavish production 
of Tchalkovsky's Nutcracker. Miller Auditorium will be the 
venue for what is sure to be a very enjoyable performance. 
Shows are today and Dec. 10. Call 344·5469 for more info. 

Thursday, December 11 
The Club Soda presents the irrepressible Let's Talk About 

Glrll. This truly refreshing and fun band will clearly not interest 
those of the male chauvanistic persuasion. Gloria Steinam is 
making a cameo appearance. 

Tuesday, December 16 
The Doe Boys, new music artists from East Lansing bring 

their progressive sounds to the cozy Club Soda. For those of you 
still around, this will prove to be a "pop and freshin" good time 
for all concerned. David Livingstone will be signing autographs. 

lOS East Mich!Jan 
343-3922 

NIGHTLY ENTERTAINMENT 

Oardoor DiI1iD6 Area lVow OpeD! 

New Menu Selections ••. 
Crab Casserole 
Chicken Cordon Bleu 
Catch of the Day 
Croissant Sandwiches 

Foreign 

Follies 

By Michael P. Greening 
(foreign correspondent) 

Hannover, W, Germany 
Here I am once again taking 

up valuable Index space with 
my mindless blitherings. Those 
of you who thought you'd seen 
the last of me, my deepest 
apologies. To those who are 
this very moment excitedly 
reading this trans-atlantic com
munique, again my deepest 
apologies. You see, I've been 
picking my brains to finish this 
piece and, as you will soon find 
out, the pickings today are 
pretty slim. For example . .. 

· . . The public response to 
my first article was overwhelm
ing, I suppose all the letters are 
in the mail? 

· .. Best lavatory-graffiti so 
far: "Jesus saves . . . But 
Keegan Puts It In On The Re
bound!" Oh well, I guess you 
had to be sittirig there . .. 

· .. Joe Fugate is not a 
household name In Germany. 

· .. My first day here I com· 
pletely demolished my alarm 
clock. Apparently, there's a 

voltage difference here. Yeah, 
apparently . . . 

· .. Michael Gehrke, a 
former K exchange student 
(circa 1968) is the president of 
Jazz Club-Hannover. Our 
group here met him purely by 
chance at his club. After some 
reminiscing, he dispersed a 
number of free tickets and 
made us welcome any time. A 
small world, so to speak, to 
coin a phrase, and such and so 
on and so forth . . . 

· .. The late Supreme Court 
Chief Justice John Marshall is 
not a household name in Ger
many (sorry Dr. Flesche). 

· .. I have a problem (OK, 
OK-ha-ha, very funny. Now 
all you closet Don Rickles can 
sit down!). I have no idea 
where I should spend 
Christmas. So, for the first 
time ever, I am leaving it up to 
you. Send your vote to me and 
whichever country in Western 
Europe gets the most votes, 

that is where I'll spend 
Christmas. All classes are 
welcome to participate, with 
the winner to be announced in 
early January. Sorry-not 
open to Index employees or 
their families. 

· .. Rumor over here has it 
that the chapel is now a 
second-hand clothing store and 
services have been moved to 
Bunky Vandersalm's [Paul -
check spelling please] office. 
Could it be true? 
. . . I'm dying to see a Mr, 
Magoo cartoon. You too? 

· . . Bill Hahn and Art 
Kahain are household names in 
Germany! (Editor's note-the 
Index will neither confirm nor 
deny this report.) 

· .. WeU, it's getting a bit 
late (a1tbougb I don't really 
know bow late It is, of 
course!), so I will bid yu adieu 
and a pleasant exam week. Un
tU next time . • . 

Hours: Mon·Sat 10·6 

the biggest and the .best in town . .. 

THE BIG SHOT 

4 112 LBS. 

18" 

$9.99 

Plus your old favorites: Stuffed Potatoes Served 10 different 
I ways and All Beef Burgers in 12 varieties. 

-pepperoni 

-sausage 
lVew Cbampague List 

33 Different Intemational and Domestic Beers 

,.-------------~ I Enjoy Sunday Dinner I 
I and for any dinner purchased you I 
I get a second of equal "alue I 
I Z"DEE' co~r:::,~O::'l~:::ys I I r... . 5p.m. lottp.m. I 

CHAps· lOS E. MICHIGAN • 343-3922 

-mushrooms 

-onion 

..green pepper 

HOT SHOT PIZZA 
345-3900 



Fresh im.pressions 
the people that love you and 
haven't seen you for a couple of 
months? Oh yeah-theml I'm 
not belittling my relatives, and I 
truly believe Christmas is a time 
to be devoted to the family, but 
sometimes the concentrated ex· 
posure can be harrowing. 

the ordeal that goes on when we 
try to get the tree into the 
house, so I won·t. It's worth 
mentioning that while my Dad 
tries to horse the tree into our 
wobbly tree stand (probably an 
antique) the evil tree manages 
to escape once or twice and im
pale a dumbfounded family 
member standing nearby. Un
daunted, my family buzzes 
around the tree for the next cou-

you hear it thirty times in one over 

by Steve Raymond 

The Christmas season is lit· 
tered with bizarre Fami ly 
Rituals, tradition, and heritage. 
My family is convinced that I 
have some sort of magical 
perspective on finding the 
perfect Christmas tree . .. Come 
on now, the perfect Christmas 
tree is as mythical as the lost ci· 
ty of Atiantis (sounds like a 
pe rfect Enq u i re r 
headline-"Perfect X·mas tree 
Found in 'Lost Forests of Arkan· 
sas-Photos prove it may be the 
secret burial ground of the 
Yetisl") 

day. Every year I figure I've hid By now everyone who's 
my , parents ' hokey Xmas C reading th is is mumbling to 
records in a perfect hiding themselves , " Boy, what a 
place, and i nev it~bly , the next scrooge. I bet his family can't 
day, my mom wIll wander up wait for him to come home." 
from the basement with the Well, I hope I haven't complete. 
whole stack of them .und~r he.~ Iy fooled you into thinking I'm a 
arm and say something I~ke , hopelessly depraved pessimist. 
Honey, look what I found In the All these stupid littie things I 

First I'd like to thank 
everyone who complimented 
me on my last article. I know 
this sounds kind of sappy, but 
sometimes a kind word really 
helps. It's encouraging to know 
people read something else 
besides the T.V. guide. 

Well, 10th week is closing 
quickly, and I'm beginning to 
feel the heat too. I've already 
built a scale model of the Eiffel 
Tower out of cigarette butts, 
and finals week hasn't even 
begun. Oy, it never ends, and it 
hasn't even started yet. 

So Christmas is finally in 
sight. Everybody is starting to 
get into this Yuletide frenzy 
again. Somehow, I'm just not 
too enthused yet. I'm not a 
grinch, but I have some amount' 
of dignity. Don't worry, I'm not 
about to deliver the "Christmas 
is for sharing and remembering 
what Jesus did for us" sermon. 
I'm sute someone else will write 
about that. Has a Christmas 
season ever gone by when you 
haven't read that (no matter 
how sincere) cliche? Well , I'm 
almost convinced enough to 
put money down on reading it 
somewhere. My mom always 
finds articles like that and tapes 
them to our refrigerator. Nice 
gesture-now our whole family 
associates an empty 
refrigerator with Jesus. Don't be 
offended-I'm just kidding. 
Lord knows I got enough hate 
mail last time. 

So you're looking forward to 
a relaxing month of vacation, 
catching up with old friends and 
lost sleep? Sorry to burst your· 
bubble, but If you think school 
is demanding, j ust wait until 
you fall back into the clutches 
of your relatives. Remember all 

ple of hours hanging the ac
cumulated clutter of ornaments 
and garish lights on it until it 
droops, like a sickly prisoner in 
bondage. I suppose this trauma 
over a live tree is probably 
worth it. My grandparents have 
one of those plastic trees, and 
they always put it together 
wrong so it looks like a haywire basement when I was poking 
evergreen T.V. antenna. around for our nativity seti Our 

Something about Christmas favorite Christmas albumsl" to 
evokes a hidden cache of my Dad. The sentence-a-sonic 
tasteless decorations. People assault by Bing Crosby, Frank 
cover every available surface Sinatra, Elvis Presley, Roger 
with cheap tinsel, scatter Whittaker, and the Chipmunks 
luminous plastic figurines all all the way through New Years. 
over their yards, and lace their Don't forget , you have to buy 
walls with cheap waxy gifts for everyone too. You may 
mistietoe. The world becomes a well become another crazed So every year our family 

bundles up and drives out to showcase for laughing, happy zombie in the Christmas rush, 
some muddy lot that Santas. Our house is not ex. brawling your way through can· 
mysteriously turned into a empt. Every Christmas season nabalistic legions of consumers 
diseased looking forest over- it turns into a Red, White and who are all intent on buying the 

h G same gifts you are. You could 
nig t. A greasy Italian dressed reen testament of good will become another victim of the 
like Paul Bunyon drags us and bad taste. I can't imagine a 
countiess rows of skeletal look. better environment to sit modern shopping mall, which 
ing trees trying to convince us around and watch endless seems like the capitalistic 
that they are all worth 40 "Claymation " Christmas equivalent of a Venus Fly trap. 
dollars at the very least, II'ke he . I (I 'k R d I h No matter what happens, you 

specla s leu 0 p vs. are sure to become an inmate of 
really cut them down with his Gh idra the three h d d 
dulllittie hatchet while hl's faml'- I . th ') . I ea e the endless expanse of parking 

eVla an In. suppose our lots. You'lI do your time, either 
Iy huddled around a can of ster- house isn't bad compared to the I k 
no back in the tenements. How house that transforms itself into 00 ing for a place to park, or 
fast they foist a story II'ke th'ls td f II trying to remember where you 

an ou oor our mi ion volt parked. Learn quickly that it is 
over on a gullible family Winterland theme park every impossible to escape from the 
without laughing is beyond me. year What an eyesore Peopl 

. . e many headed Hydra called 
The whole family eventually should have to buy expensive Charity during Christmas. 

gets numb and my Dad picks permits to decorate their yards These frantic bell ringers and 
the most expensive tree, assum· like that. 
ing that it must be the best one. M' k bogus Santas consider it their 

USIC ta es a turn for the moral duty to make sure you 
So the Italian tree syndicate worse every Chrl'stmas too 

. never have change for the park
gets their 60 bucks, my family Three weeks before Christmas ing meter. This Christmas rush 
gets frostbit , and I get to carry they turn up the Muzak volume is an annual "survival of the fi t-
the evil tree to the car while I't everywhere and old I 

, peop e test" competition , designed to 
scratches and claws every inch start humming. I have nothing weed out weak or substandard 
of my body and tries to poke against Christmas m usic, but specimens of humanity. I'm 
my eyes out. let's be realist ic. Even if a song sorry, but not even a Santa Bear 

I get upset even mentioning is great, it loses it's charm after is worth getting a concussion 

BYAnnaL.Borgma!\'cohol And Drugs At K 
situations, while 37.5 percent not to drink is very ques- to drink. 

". would love school If used alcohol only one to two tionable. I believe immaturity Apparently, however, the 
there were more school times per month or never. A often prevails. " drug scare has not hit K's 
spirit. No one ever seems to be mere 17.5 percent revealed us- One concern this year, as in campus as hard as it has other 
excited about attending K Col- ing alcohol more than three past years, on the part of the ad· segments of the academic com-
lege. Maybe we take it for times per week. ministration has been the munity. Although ninety.five 
granted, but have you ever ask- According to many amount of drinking by percent of those responding to 
ed a U of M person about their students, the weekend ac- freshmen. According to Suzy the survey stated that they had 
school? They're fanatical about tlvlty schedule doesn't seem Coykendall. head resident of seen drugs on campus (the 
it and that's great! Your school to offer that many non- DeWaters, freshmen are going other five percent were 
should be something lou're drinking social activities. One to drink because it's their first freshmen), only half had actual
proud of, not Just one you mere- commonly voiced suggestion opportunity out from under the Iy used drugs and of those, 
Iy 'attend' for four years. So was different films from the restrictive rules of home. "They ninety percent had used them 
stated one sophomore respon- Film Society. One student said used to have parents to come on a completely experimental 
dant in a recent survey on that, "Yes, the Film SOCiety home too-now all they have is a basis. One respondent stated 
"Alcohol and Drugs at ·K· ... The selects intellectually roommate. Hopefully they'lI get that, "yes, I have seen drugs on 
same student added that, "The stimulating films, but at the end sick a few times and learn." She campus, and often to a degree 
only social activity on a college of the school week who wants to feels it Is the responsibility of that would surprise the pants off 
campus that could ever curtail be intellectually stimulated? the Residential Life Staff to en- the administration. And even 
drinking in the slightest is a How about some classic stuff courage "responsible more surprisingly in the posses
very popular athletic team. like Monty Python or other drinking." Jim Hager, a sion of 'model' students." Julie 
With a successful team to rally mainstream movies. COMEDYI freshman from Grand Rapids Graham, a sophmore, also 
behind, students could have a I'm not against stimulating who doesn't drink, said that, replied "yes (I've seen drugs on 
great time at games, but I don't films, but by the end of the "When I first came here, I was campus), once, and it was peo
need to say anything about our week you want to be entertain- kind of surprised how extensive pie I wouldn't have imagined to 
school spirit or athletic talent ed, not bombarded with ethical the drinking is and easily use drugs." Apparentiy mario 
{or lack of)." questions or the like." One available alcohol is ... 1 think it's juana is prominent, but 

Surprisingly, however, there senior, however, stated that, a potentially dangerous situa- "harder" drugs are more dif
was an overwhelming consen- "No, they really aren't lacking, tion." One freshman coed voic- ficult to find. 
sus that the alcohol situation on but the turnout is probably ed her opinion that there really Dr. Marilyn LaPlante of the 
K's campus is mild in com- smaller at the non-drinking ac- wasn't anything to do at "K" ex- Student Services Office feels 
parison to other universities in tivit ies." A K'86 graduate cept get drunk. "The situation that the alcohol situation on 
Michigan and nationwide. responded that, "The Student really encourages you to drink." campus is pretty much under 
Forty-five percent of those Services Department provides Many freshmen have not yet control. " Actually I think our 
surveyed r eported using plenty of activities. Whether the established the confidence in policy is pretty good right now 
alcohol on an average of once students choose to treat these their new environment to be .. it's a rather lenient one. I wish 
or twice per week In social activities with enough respect able to withstand the pressure that social life did not equate 

gripe about are actually what I 
love most about Christmas. 
Christmas is a period which 
tangibly reflects both our own 
undeniable humanity and our 
desire to become better people. 
I wouldn't trade it for anything. 

There's one other item I 
almost forgot, and thank 
goodness, it's not even related 
to Christmas. I'd like to make a 
couple of comments about 
some of my friends-specifical· 
Iy seniors. 

I'm not into hero worship. I 
never have been and I never will 
(my apologies, Mr. Reagan). 
One thing I'm not above, 
however, is acknowledging a 
friendly greeting, or sharing a 
joke, or exchanging smiles with 
people who take an interest in 
me. A lot of these people are 
departing seniors, and I figure 
I'm safe taking my parting shots 
now. Heh. 

I've been thinking a lot about 
what friendship really is. Sure, a 
lot of it is the cars, the fast 
women, and the magic fact they 
are 21 , but that certainly isn't 
all of it. If you accept that 
friendship is not just the 
amount of t ime you've known 
somebody, but an accumula· 
tion of shared experiences and 
treasured moments, then you're 
beginning to understand what 
I'm getting at. What more can I 
say? This whole spiel is getting 
too long·winded . Thanks , 
Seniors. It's raining again . This 
is going to be a long winter. 

T 

exactly with keg parties ... in 
fact I think the social life at K is 
pretty decent, and any student 
who wants an active social life 
has many opportunities on 
campus and in the community 
if willing to seek them out," she 
said. 

Only one case has been 
brought before the judicial 
council this quarter. The stu
dent in question was found guil
ty of several charges, including 
underage drinking, and was 
placed on administrative proba
tion for the rest of the quarter. 
in addition to being assigned to 
monitor several down campus 
parties. 

Overall, the K student and 
administrative population 
seems to be In agreement 
that the alcohol and drug situa
tion here is mild in comparison 
to other schools. "I don't see a 
big problem. There are always 
those who will abuse alcohol (as 
happened at Homecoming '86), 
but the si tuation at K is much 
better than WMU or MSU," 
stated one student. 



Cagers Set To 
Improve 

Courtesy of Andy Reed (Public 
Relations Office) 

The 1986·87 men's 
basketball season marks the 
end of an era In the history 
of Kalamazoo College 
aports, as head coach Ray Stef· 
fen wi II reti re after 32 years of 
guiding the Hornets. Steffen ~s 
one of fou r current men s 
basketball coaches in MIAA 
Division III who has coached at 
the same institution for 31 
years; no current coach in Divi· 
sion III has longer tenure. Stef· 
fen who has also served as 
heac. coach of the baseball and 
golf teams, has recorded a 
350.330 won· lost mark in 
basketball since 1955. 

Steffen's final basketball 
coaching season shapes up as a 
promising one. A year ago, 
despite starting four freshmen, 
Kalamazoo finished in a tie for 
sixth place in the MIAA with a 
3.9 record, and had a 7·17 
overall mark. With a young, but 
experienced group of returning 
letterwinners, the Hornets are 
optimistic about moving up in 
the league standings . 

Returing lettterwinners are 
led by 6'10" senior Jeff Koch, a 
three·year starter. Koch averag· 
ed 6.2 pOints per game last 
winter and was the Hornet's 
second·leading rebounder. 
Challenging for the starting 
position are 6'7" senior Jan 
Pribac and 6'8" freshman Rich 
Szumplawski. 

Last season, the forward posi· 
tion was a team strength. Going 
into this season. there are some 
questions about the position. 
Steve Tuin , a 6'5' , forward who 
was the MIAA's leading reo 
bounder last year, broke his 
ankle near the end of football 

will be until 

mid· December. A year ago, 
Tuin averaged 10.2 points and 
8.9 rebounds per game. Todd 
Houldsworth, 6'4", who was 
started at forward last year, will 
return for his sophomore 
season. Others likely to see ac· 
tion at the position are 6'3" 
junior Jay Henry, 6'4 " 
sophomore Dave Fekete, 6'5" 
freshman Jeff Royce, and 6'6" 
freshman Pat Hodapp . 

The biggest concern Stef· 
fen has this season Is finding 
a successor to MIAA scoring 
champion Will Lynch at 
shooting guard. Sophomore 
Mike Starrett, the starting point 
guard last season, is likely to 
move over to shooting guard, 
while sophomore Jeff Gran· 
tham, a starting forward until an 
injury ended his season last 
year, will take over at the other 
guard position. Others who will 
compete for playing time at 
guard are seniors John Stroud 
and Dan Sheesley, both of 
whom were on foreign study 
last year; sophomores Mike 
Butler, Mark Fratarcangeli, 
Chris McDonald and Marc 
Southland; and freshmen 
Charlie King, Cary Kountoupes, 
Rich Marion, and Howie 
Richardson. 

Kalamazoo will once again 
run an aggressive, fast·breaking 
offense. With a number of pro· 
ven shooters on the roster, 
coach Steffen looks for more 
balanced team scoring. As 
always, defense is a concern, 
although if the Hornet's front 
line performs up to expectata· 
tions, the season could be a 
very interesting one. 
Kalamazoo will play a very 
tough non· league schedule this 
year to prepare for the MIAA 
season. 

fOR 115 HOLJDAV5 ~ 

The men's buketball team hopes to turn things around 
after a dlaappolntlng start. 
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Sports 

Briefs 

Men's Cross Country: 
At the NCAA Great Lakes 

Regional held at Hope College, 
Kalamazoo placed 12th out of 
14 teams. Peter McNelis was 
the top "K" runner placing 20th 
with a time of 28:06. 

Women's Cross Country: 
Also appearing at the NCAA 

Great Lakes Regional, the 
Kalamazoo women harriers 
finished 8th out of 9 teams. The 
women were led by Jennifer 
Wytko who placed 12th with a 
time of 20:54 and Val Stone 
who placed 29th with a time of 
22:19. 

Women's Swimming: Calvin 
112, Kalamazoo 77 

Kalamazoo was without five 
of its top swimmers and divers 
due to the Thanksgiving holi· 
day. Top UK" performers were 
freshman Jill Meneilly, who 
won the 1000·yard freestyle and 
the 500·yard freestyle , 
freshman Margaret Howrey, 
who won the 200·yard 1M and 
the 200·yard butterfly, and 
freshman Laura Van Buskirk, 
who won the 200·yard 
backstroke. This specially ar· 
ranged exhibition will not count 
in league standings. 

Men's Swimming: Oakland 
115, Kalamazoo 91 
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Oakland was second in the 
natin last year in NCAA Divi· 
sion II. It showed. Individual 
winners for "K" were freshmen 
Sean McDernott (lOOO·yard 
freestyle and 500·yard freestyle) 
and Jeff Bainbridge (1 OO·yard 
backstroke) . The 400·yard 

DetrOit Metro Airport 
Departures Dally-7 Days a week 

$25 one way ~ 

"38"2=0930.
00 

~. 
Departs Departs Departs Departs AmYeS 
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4:30 AM 5:00 AM 5:20 AM 5::>5 AM I 1:00 AM 
8:30 AM 9:00 AM a:20 AM 9.55 AM I 11:00 AM 

11:15 AM 11:45 AM 12:05 PM 12 40 PM I 1:45 PM 
3:30 PM 4:00 PM 4:20 PM . '55 PM 6:00 PM 
5:30 PM 6:00 PM 6:20 PM 6.55 P"Hi 8:00 PM 

Departs ArTives ArrIves ArTives ArTives 
MtIrO Jackson Marshall 

I B.C. Kalamazoo 

8:15 AM 9:20 AM 9:55 AM 10:15 AM 10:45 AM 
12:15 PM 1:20 PM 1:55 PM 2:15 PM 2:45 PM 
2:30 PM 3:35 PM 4:10 PM 4:30 PM !':oo PM 
7:15 PM 8:20 PM 8:55 PM 9:15 PM 9:45 PM 

10:45 PM 11 :50 PM 12:25 AM 12:45 AM 1:15 AM 

LImo Departs From: 
Kalamazoo Municipal Airport 
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1 The BUZZ stops here ... 
(Tip this ;,d, bring it to Ham" Plus 
6-~ $1 on any Haircut (reg, $8) or I. ~ $5 ~ any ~ (reg. $21). 
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Pull tIM! plug on 
"has been hair" 
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freestyle relay team of Rich 

1 
Soltis, Peter Dewhirst, Rick 
Howrey, and Mike Nelson also 
won. 

§ 
Women's Basketball: 

i) Kalamazoo 58, Goshen 40 

I Kalamazoo opened the 
season with a victory at Goshen 
College. Sophmore Laura Behl· 
ing led all scorers with 14 
points. Junior Cathy Nagy, 

I sophmore Cindy Mack, and 
freshman Diana Knickerbocker 
each had 10. 

g 
~ Men's Basketball: St. Francis 

I 68, Kalamazoo 56; Olivet 77, 
Kalamazoo 66; Concordia 66, 
Kalamazoo 59 

.J 

Kalamazoo opened its season 
with a pair of losses in the St. 
Francis tournament. In both 
games Sophmore Mike Starrett 
was the only Hornet to reach 
double figures , scoring 10 
pOints against St. Francis and 
20 points against Olivet. This 
last Monday the Hornets also 
fell victim to visiting Concor· 
dia. Scoring in double figures 
'6'ere Chris McDonald with 10 
points and Mike Starrett 
13 points. 

with 



J;,. CJJ1IAJ1S?M2i$ ~1@A1f (01 Sot-ls) 
Hi t.here! You're probably upset by the lack of cartoons on I began to sense sOlething aliss as I picked Iyself up frol 

the backpage. You see, the guy who usually does illustratior.s the tangle of Slr.eletors. This chilly reception is sOlething one 
lias involved in a grueson accident. The Index staff pondered doesn't expect to take place within the confir.es of a toy store. 
over this tri9l!dy as we Sit Mound the office one afternoon. I exchanged puzzeled glances with Iy fellow staff lelbers. 'If 

you guys don't lind 1'1 going to have a look around'. 

'This world sure is i Iysterious place,' our editior 
philosophized. 

'Yup,' the staff responded in unison. 

After i while the the problel of back page laterial cale up. 

'Got illY funny ideas for the bad, page IIr. Pencil-neck?' 
the editor snapped, casting a steely gaze in Iy direction. 

1'1 sorry, but all I could think of lias that poor kid's 
slilin<3 face shouting 'Hey guys look at II! !' seconds before he 
fell into the flesh-rending depths of the antiquated t.hreshing 
lachine that SAGA keeps behind Hicks Center. I knew that 
whatever happened we couldn't let our disfi9Ured friend down. 

'How about a backpage with a Christlas thele ?' The idea 
sprar~ up allOst silultaneously frol everyone in the rool (It's 
really heartwarling to see people pull together in the face of 
such i senseless accident). 

'Christlas, what a great idea. lie could do SOlthing about 
kids and toys !' SOleone exclail~d. 'Yeah, and w~'ll dress the 
geek up to look like a kid and get plenty of photos of hi' 
90Dfing around in i toystore !' 

Before you could say 'Jack Robinson' I was bundled into a 
'rony the Tiger' tee shirt and a baseball cap and we were on our 
way to i toystore, the nale of which includes a backwards letter. 

It felt great as we all got out of the car, prepared to 
bring 'K' students another sid~ splitting dose of the tasteless 
and vulgar. Running through the door shrieking ·toys •• toys!!' It 
was difficult not to feel a reawakening of youthful exuberance 
and wonder towards the ancient spectacle of Christlas and the 
.iracle of the virgin birth. It was here that our probleas 
began. 

About 20 yards wi thin the confines of t.he behelOth toy 
eaporiUl our photographer was rudely accost.ed by a large Ian 
dressed is a giraffe. A strU9gle ensued and the Index 
photographer found his Calera in the possesion of the giraffe. 

'Excuse Ie', I interjected, 'but I don't. think you have any 
right ... • 

'Store policy', 9I'~ted the giraffe, 'no pictures' 

'What? No pictures?' 

'You heard the .an. No pictures,' replied a feaale giraffe 
which call! trotting up to investigate the disturbance, 'Got any 
fill in \.hit caaera?' 

'Yeah, of course there's fill in the ••• Hey what ••• • before 
our photographer could finish his sentence the large lale 
giraffe, despite the encUiberances of his costules' styrofoal 
hooves, had aanaged to pop open the loading door of the calera 
ind pUlled out the entire roll of 3511 fill. The staff stood 
Iround in cOlplete silence. Each lOuth gaped wide in that 
outraged, 'Oh Iy God' expression that Molly Ringwald perfected 
during her brilliant cineaatic career. The fill hy on the floor 
like a dead Christlas ribbon. I was so shocked I could have 
broke water. 

'You know SOIething, that fill is the property of Kalalazoo 
College, one of the lost prestigious under-graduate institutions 
in the whole state!' 

'Blow it out your ear,' the abusive giraffe quipped, 
grabbing Ie by Iy elbows and shoving Ie into a display of rubber 
'Slr.eletor' figures. 'You'll get the calera back when you leave 
the store.' And with \.hit the two furry gestapos larched off 
towards the checkout isle. 

.. 

'Suit yourself' said the editor, 'the rest of us are going 
back to t.he car, this place gives Ie the creeps'. 

I lIalked through the isles. It was certainly the elbodilent 
of pre-pubescent nirvana. toys everywhere. Sale of thea even 
loo~,ed surprisingly faliliar as I reflected back upon Iy own 
painful childhood, growing up in the coalfields of North Wales. 
As I rounded isle 87, intent on finding the 'Leggo' display, I 
cale across a door, opening to what seeled to be sOle sort of 
stockrOOI. It couldnt hurt to have a loo~, around, so with little 
deliberation I slipped inside the bowels of toy central. Boxes 
¥\d crates tilled with bikes, gales and cOlputer software lay 
stacked neatly in rows and on shelves along the walls. Circling 
the roOi I can upon another door. This one, however, was 
locked. ThinlJ.ing quickly I grabbed a 'Flexible Flyer' sled and 
using it as a lakeshift crowbar, I was able to pry off the large, 
forbidding saftey catch. The door opened to a dank, foul 
Slelling corridor of unpainted cinder blocks and aercury vapor 
lights. the corridor ended at another door and with a turn of 
the !\andle it SII'Jn<3 open. 

I entered a large labratory type root filled with dozens ~f 
chelistry sets bOilinS and Slaking ir. a laze of tut'es, beakers 
and bunsen burners. /ly gaze happened to fall on the area around 
IY feet. 'Coffee grounds ... HIII.' (I wasnt' naive, I've seen 
'Beverly Hills Cop' i couple of tiles) These coffee grounds were 
obviously used to throw sOleor~ off the track of ••• drugs!!! 
Sure enough, I followed the trail of coffee grounds to a large 
oil drUi filled with a suspicious looking white powder. Placing 
Iy finger in the drul I tasted the substance. I tasted it again 
and again. No doubt about it that's 'white gold' I thought. I 
then recalled the old jingle, 'a toy store and a whole lot lore.' 
I rushed over to the chelistry sets and, using Iy lilited 
scientific knowledge, was able to deterline that the process 
taking place was two-fold. First, the raw, uncut substance was 
being processed into lethal blocks of 'CRACK', ne>:t the 'CRACK' 
was further refined, lixed with a liquid, colored and ... Good Lord 
these people were turning 'CRACK' into playdough !!!I /ly heart 
sank as I thought back to tiles when, as a toddler, I often 
feasted on 'playdough' despite the protestations of Iy lather. I 
was in love with the salty taste and the way it would turn wy 
lOuth bright red or blue whenever I ate a handful. If this 
'CRACKdou9h' ever got onto the streets our entire preschool 
population could becole hopelessly addicted !! 

'Looks like we got ourselves a trespasser'. It was the 
large giraffe holding a Slall lachine gun. I wondered if it was 
a toy. I was in big trouble ••• 

Gee whiz *** les the toy store 11 
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