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DEDICATORY HYMN 
WRl1TEN ESPECIALLY FOR THE OCCASION BY 

MISS AGNES B. POWELL, 1900 

• 
Thou hast no need of temples, Lord 

To fix Thy dwelling-place, 

Who art in earth and sky and sea, 

Through all the realms of space. 

But reverently we dedicate 

This house to worship Thee, 

Where Thou canst still our restless minds, 

From burdens set us free. 

For we may hallow by our prayers 

The house our hands have wrought; 

And sacred memories linger where 

Thy presence oft is sought. 

To all who daily here shall bow 

Thy richest blessings send; 

Thy comfort, Lord, and strength, impart, 

Thy gracious favor lend. 



Dr. Stetson's Response to 
Greetings 

A T the dedication of the new chapel 
greetings were given by the pastors of 
the following churches of Kalamazoo: 

First Reformed, First Presbyterian, First 
Methodist, St. Augustine Catholic, St. Luke's 
Episcopal, Trinity Lutheran, and the First 
Baptist. To these Mr. Stetson replied: 

I t is not easy for me to speak at this time. 
One must be more or less than human not to 
appreciate very much the honor shown me in 
the name given to this beautiful chapel and in 
the many kind things which have been said 
in connection with these dedicatory services. 
Certainly nothing like this ever entered my 
wildest boyhood dreams. I am also perfectly 
certain that I do not deserve this great honor. 
Very likely some of you may be thinking: 
"What he is saying is the usual conventional 
thing on such an occasion." Let me assure 
you that I am perfectly honest in my feeling 
of unworthiness and in the conviction that 
there are others far more deserving of the 
recognition which has been accorded me. 
Reverend Thomas W. Merrill, D. D., who 
may properly be called the father of Kala
mazoo College, Judge Caleb Eldred, who se
cured the charter from the Legislative Coun
cil of the Territory of Michigan and was for 
more than thirty years chairman of the Exe
cutive Committee of the Board of Trustees, 
the Brookes, Kendall and Samuel, whose com
bined services extended through more than 



sixty years, are far more deserving of this 
honor of naming this building than I am. 
Let me repeat that 'I am entirely honest in so 
expressing myself. I do not regard the erec
tion and christening of this beautiful chapel 
so much as a tribute to me as an expression 
of the deep loyalty of the alumni and friends 
of Kalamazoo College. They gave the money 
because they believed and believe in the Col
lege. Whatever recognition I may receive I 
take in that spirit. I am deeply grateful to 
all the donors who have responded so gener
ously in spite of the severe financial depres
sion through which the country is passing. 
And I wish to express my appreciation of 
President Hoben under whose skillful guid
ance the College has secured so many fine 
buildings. His administration will be known 
as the "building era" of the College. And to 

, Dr. Bachelor who has had the important and 
delicate task of securing and collecting pledges 
we owe a debt of gratitude which it is a 
pleasure to acknowledge. 

This is the thirty-second year that I have 
been in the service of Kalamazoo College. 
From the very first it has been my supreme 
desire to make it as good a Christian college 
as can be made, never needing to apologize 
for any element in its life and work, always 
maintaining high ideals, emphasizing quality 
rather than quantity, developing marked in
dividuality and independence of thought 
among its students, and creating that spirit 
which transforms this world into the best 
possible world for human beings to become 
all they are capable of becomi~g. In the 



persuance of this aim I have had four govern
ing principles: 

First, that the students in ~y classes were 
human beings; not specimens on which to ex
periment; not merely names to be listed and 
graded; but real persons in every way akin 
to myself. The official relation I tried to 
forget and to remember that persons exist 1:ie
fore institutions. I never thought of the re
ligious affiliations or the nationality of the 
members of my classes; to me they were in
dividuals whom it was my duty and privilege 
to serve. In a very high sense the teacher is 
the servant of the student. The college exists 
solely to help its students become useful citi
zens. Whatever else 'I may have done or 
failed to do I tried to make every student 
feel that he or she was a separate person whose 
personality must be fully respected. In
dividual responsibility, free exchange of ideas, 
respect for each one's opinions, encouragement 
to say what each thinks, welcome to questions, 
I sought in all my intercourse with students. 

Second, that excellence in our daily work 
must be our aim. The excellence I sought 
was not determined by some external standard 
but was the best of which one is capable. So 
often did I emphasize this that I think I must 
have worn it threadbare. Out of ·it came 
whatever satisfaction we had in our tasks, 
whether in the class-room or on the athletic 
field. We did not try to do everything, or to 
get everything; we wanted whatever we got 
or attempted to be as good as we could make 
it. We might have had more things if we 



had accepted those which were cheap; we pre
ferred things that were better. The keenest 
satisfaction which I have in the buildings the 
College is getting is not in their number but 
in their fine quality. 

Third, that the teacher should never do for 
students what they can do for themselves or 
be led to do. The prod is better than the 
nursing bottle. A good nurse and Mellon's 
food are more than acceptable in the hospital, 
but they have no place in the college class
room. The teacher's chief business is to 
stimulate, correct, suggest, sympathize, open 
the vision to the wider view, make one aware 
of his deficiences and show him how they may 
be removed. Not receptivity but putting forth 
ideas is the essential element in intellectual 
and moral growth. 

Fourth, that the Christian religion is vital 
in education. To me that education is in
complete which lacks the positive Christian 
factor. Only by such an education can the 
best civilization be established. The technical 
scholar is sometimes indispensable; but abso
lutely and always indispensable are those men 
and women who have such a passion for the 
prevalence of the righteousness taught by 
Christ that they are more than willing to live 
and if need be to fight and suffer and die in 
order to bring humanity into its possession. It 
is needless for me to say more than this in 
view of the fine address of Dr. Padelford this 
morning in which he showed with such mas
terful power the vital place which religion 
has in education. 



Under the influence of these four principles 
I tried to do my duty to this College. We did 
not accomplish all we desired. Some of our 
plans were upset by the World War and by 
severe sickness. But there was never a day 
without much thought for the welfare of 
Kalamazoo College. 

To all of those who sent letters and tele
gram of greeting I return my sincere thanks: 

HARLAN L. FEEMAN, President of Adrian College; PAUL 

F. VOLKER, President of Battle Creek College; LYMAN H. 

WOOD, President of Immanuel Missionary College; M. C. 

WARRINER, President of Central State College; R. B. KUIPER, 

President of Calvin College; ALEXANDER GRANT RUTHVEN, 

President of the University of Michigan; WILLIAM GEAR 

SPENCER, Prtsident of Hillsdale College; PAUL HICKEY, Di
rector of Education, Detroit Institute of Technology; WYNAND 

WICHERS, PrtJident of Hopt College; F. C. WILCOX, PrtJi
dent of Frances Shimer School; FRANK L. MCVEY, President 
of the University of Kentucky; GEORGE W . TAFT, President 
of Northern Baptist Theological Seminary; JOHN SEATON, 

President of Albion College; FLORENCE M. READ, PrtJident 
of Spelman College; H. M . CROOKS, President of Alma Col
lege; CHARLES McKENNY, President of Michigan State · Col
lege; MR. AND MRS. B. L. JOHNSON; MR. AND MRS. H. F. 

MALLORY; REV. HUGH CHAMBERLAIN BURR; MR. WESLEY 

GILMAN; MR. AND MRS. GEORGE ATWELL; MISS LoUISE STEIN; 

MISS CORA .T OHNSO N ; MRS. ELIZABETH C!.IFFORD; MR. AND MRS. 

MILTON BRYANT; MR. AND MRS. NATHAN PLIMPTON; REV. TOR

RANCE PHELPS; MR. AND MRS. J. B. MUDGE; DOCTOR WIL

BER E. POST; MR . AINSWORTH CLARK; MR. AND MRS . 

WILUAM J. HICKMOTT; PROFESSOR AND MRS. FORBES B. 

WILEY; JAMES HOSKINS for the Index Staff; MISS ELSII! 

KApPEN; MR. W . L. OTIS, Chairman of the Board of tlze 
Bank of Kalama£oo; MR. AND MRS. J. E. MOULDS; REV. 

ARTHUR T. FOWLER; REV. J. E. LITTELL; MISS FLORENCE 

E. GRANT; REV. AND MRS. J. E. SMITH; REV. R. A. MAC

MULLEN; MR. ANDREW STEVENSON; C . M. HARMON. 
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