
In addition to her coaching duties,

Kuhlman serves as an instructor in

Kalamazoo's physical education

department.

Assistant Coach Kristen Smith
Kristen Smith begins her third season

as assistant softball coach this year. She

earned her bachelor's degree at Hope

College, where she played softball and

basketball. Smith was an assistant coach to

the Hope women's basketball team for three

seasons and an athletic trainer at Kalamazoo

College two years ago. She graduated from

Western Michigan University in 1992 with a

master's degree in athletic training. A native

of Palos Heights, Illinois, Smith is currently

employed at Oaklawn Sports Rehabilitation
Center in Marshall.

For more information about
athletics at Kalamazoo College:

KALAMAZOO COLLEGE

Office of Adlllissiolls
1200 Academy Street

Kalamazoo, Michigan 49006-3295
TOLL-FREE (800) 253-3602
LOCALLY (616) 337-7166

FAX (616) 337-7390



1994 Kalamazoo College Softball Roster

flexibility with our pitchers."
Pitching will definitely be a key again in

1994 with the introduction this past season of
a new, livelier ball that has driven batting
and earned run averages upward.

Next season's incoming class is led by
pitcher Valerie Keeney, who is expected to
contribute immediately. Other first-year
players expected to add solid depth to the
team include outfielder Nicole Basnight,
pitcher/ outfielder Gretchen Pokorski, and
outfielder/ second baseman Carrie Ziehl.

After some tough Michigan
Intercollegiate Athletic Association losses
during the 1993 season, the Kalamazoo
College softball team is looking to put their
experience to work as they strive for success.
The season will begin with the team's first
ever southern trip, where they will prepare
for MIAA competition.

Softball Outlook
With a combination of experience from

returning upperclass players and an influx of
new talent, the Kalamazoo College softball
team will look to move up in the Michigan
Intercollegiate Athletic Association
conference standings. During the 1993
season, a young Hornet squad was hindered
by an overabundance of youth. This did
allow many first-year athletes to gain
valuable experience, which should translate
into more success this season.

The outlook for the 1994 season is an
optimistic one, as 11 players are returning
from last year's squad. Leading the charge
will be the squad's co-most valuable players
in senior Amber Wujek, who led the team
with 8 stolen bases and provided solid
defense in center field and sophomore second
baseman Sara Foster, who had a hot bat at the
plate, posting a .352 batting average.

Other returning players who will make
important contributions are three seniors,
third baseman Connie Jedneak, catcher Kim
Korson, and second baseman Kelly Roberts;
and three sophomores, outfielder Toby Budd,
who led the squad with eight extra-base hits
and total bases with 30; pitcher Heather
Mernitz; and outfielder/catcher Cynthia
Castlen.

Also returning will be senior power
hitter Amy Crawford and senior pitcher Amy
Nosich, who missed last spring season while
on foreign study in Madrid, Spain.

Says coach Laura Kuhlman about the
upcoming season; IIWe're planning on five
seniors next year, so we definitely have a
more seasoned team. We should be able to
score more runs and we'll have more

Name
Nicole Basnight
Toby Budd
Cynthia Castlen
Amy Crawford
Sara Foster
Connie Jedneak
Valerie Keeney
Kim Korson
Heather Mernitz
Amy Nosich
Gretchen Pokorski
Kelly Roberts
Carrie Ziehl

Year
Freshman
Sophomore
Sophomore
Senior
Sophomore
Senior
Freshman
Junior
Sophomore
Junior
Freshman
Senior
Freshman

Position
Outfield
OutfieldlThird Base
Outfield/Catcher
First Base
Pitcher/Second Base
Third Base/Outfield
Pitcher
CatcherlThird Base
Pitcher
Pitcher
Pitcher/Outfield
Second Base/Outfield
Outfield/Second Base

Coach Laura Kuhlman
Laura Kuhlman enters her fourth

season as Kalamazoo College's head softball
coach this year. She has guided the Hornets
through steady improvements during her
previous three seasons at Kalamazoo.

The softball post is Kuhlman's second
coaching stint at Kalamazoo. In her first
Hornet coaching job, Kuhlman directed the
Kalamazoo College women's basketball
team during the 1987-88 season.

A native of Greenville, South Carolina,
Kuhlman was an Academic All-American
and a four-year starter in basketball at
Central Missouri State University, where she
earned bachelor's and master's degrees. She
played varsity softball for two years at
Central Missouri State, and was assistant
basketball coach at the same school from
1981 to 1983. From 1983 to 1987, she worked
and coached in Illinois.

HomelownlHiEgh SLChOO.1 ~":
East Lansing/ ast ansmg ~

Jackson/Michigan Center
Kennewich, WAlHiliiard (OH)
Lakeview/Lakeview
Kalamazoo/Kalamazoo Central
Anoka, MN/Anoka
Plainwell/Plainwell
Sidney/Central Montcalm
Haslett/Haslett
Dowagiac/Dowagiac Union
Kalamazoo/Kalamazoo Central
West BloomfieldlWest Bloomfield
Kalamazoo/Kalamazoo Central


