
,-
KA.LAMAZOO 

COLLEGE 

CCke 
Gkristian CCraJition 

-~-



THE CHRISTIAN TRADITION 

The position of prominence occupied by Stetson 

. Chapel is in no wayan accident. Although the 

building is one of the newest on the campus, its 

position is a symbol of the place that religion has 

occupied in the lives of students and faculty for 

ovel a hundred years. Kalamazoo College, estab

lished in 1833, has consistently emphasized the 

importance of Christian education in its broadest 

and most significant sense. The college is the off

spring of the revitalization of religion in a period 

following the Revolutionary War. Michigan was 

frontier country in those early days, and the estab

lishment of Kalamazoo College was a part of the 

spiritual growth of the frontier. The founders of 

the institution shared a conviction with the reli

gious leaders of the day. They were convinced 

that the Christian education of the laity was as im

portant as the education of the clergy, and they 

were further convinced that Christian education 

was absolutely essential for the building of good 

citizenship in a new country. 

Over a century has passed since pioneer Baptist 

missionaries established Kalamazoo College. Edu

cational methods have changed through the years; 

the institution has developed and expanded; it is 

now widely respected as a small liberal arts college 

of high standing; but from its first days it has been 

a Christian institution of higher learning dedicated 

to the building of spiritual awareness and Chris-

tian principles in the lives of students. 
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The Christian ideals of the founders of Kala

mazoo College are still operative today. Faculty 

and administration are committed to the building 

of moral character motivated by religious faith. 

Through instruction in classes, the stimulus of 

discussion, the worship of daily chapel services, 

and a program of campus and community reli

gious activities the college interprets the world in 

which people live. Thus the obligation of this 

college to provide moral and religious guidance 

for its students is maintained in direct line with its 

heritage. 

A declaration of Christian policy in no way 

limits the freedom of religion and the non-sectar

ian emphasis which have been characteristic of this 

college througout its history. Because religious 

faith is best expressed in life situations, Kalama

zoo College has never required religious tests and 

theological statements from either its students or 

faculty. However, there is critical need in our 

present world situation for . the incorporation of 

Christian principles in the educational process. 

The college is committed to the task of presenting 

Christianity as the way of life which offers hope 

for a bewildered age. 

The traditional Christian emphasis makes pos

sible a quality of education equal to the tremen

dous demands of a dynamic age. Kalamazoo Col

lege proudly conserves the vitality of its tradition 

for the expanding needs of the present generation. 



STETSON CHAPEL 

1. Stetson Chapel is the center of worship on the 

campus. 

2. A service of worship is conducted three days 

each week, and a musical service is conducted 

a fourth day. 

3. Chapel attendance is required. 

4. The service begins promptly at 10:00 o'clock. 

5. Entering the sanctuary should be the begin

ning of quiet meditation. 

6 The service is dignified and significant. Its 

deepest meaning is understood through the 

spirit of worship which is a product of active 

participation in the thought and purpose of 

the chapel program. 

7. At the conclusion of the service seniors leave 

first, followed in order by juniors, sophomores, 

and freshmen. This method has been used 

effectively as the most orderly and efficient 

means of clearing the building promptly. All 

students should observe this order of exit. 

8. The usual chapel service occupies twenty min

utes. When this amount of time is used, clas

se operate on "Schedule A". Occasionally 

there is need of additional time for special 

events. This is announced in advance, and 

classes operate on sh9rter periods. This is 

known as "Schedule B". 


