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DEDICAtIoN 

MARY TROWBRIDGE HOUSE 

KALAMAZOO COLLEGE 

By the Woman' s Baptist Mission Society of Michigan 

Wednesday, November 4, 1925 

- I :30 P. M. 





Dedication Services 

Miss Florence E . Grant, Presiding 

Hymn, No. I 

Responsive Reading, No. 24 

Historical Statement 

Report of Furnishings Committee 

Financial Report 

Selection by the Gaynor Club 

Introduction of Matron 

Introdtfction of Acting Dean of Women 

Statement of Aims of the College 

Hymn, No. 399 

Dedicatory Prayer and Benediction 







Historical Review 

T HE Board o f Trustees promulga ted a program of m a teria l 
extension ea rly in 1921. Th:s expansion comprehended 
the increa s in g of the endowment by $600,000.00 and the 

construct ion of severa l n ew buildings by the t im e of the Cen
ten a ry C elebration, Apri l 22, 1933. Early in this promotiona l 
campaign it became evident that the con s truc tion of a new 
dormitory for women would be the most popular pro ject 
am o ng th e fr:ends of the College. At a small m issionary 
gathering held in Cadillac the promotional program was pre
sente d a nd the first pledge for the women's dormitory fund 
was voluntarily made at this time by Mrs. Lir d3. A. Hickey. 
S oon afte r this a conference was held with the officers of the 
Woma n' s Baptist Mission Society of Michigan and the matter 
of a campa:gn for the new dormitory was suggested. These 
officers gave their hearty approval and willingness to recom
mend to the State Society that it undertake the campaign. At 
the close of this small conference Miss Florence E. Grant vol
unteered a contribution of very g enerous proportions wh;ch 
warranted a further promotion of the project. Shortly after 
this the Woman's Baptist Mission Society of Michigan formed 
an organization and launched a campaign for funds for the 
dormitory. Miss Grant was made the chairman of this organ
ization and to her untiring efforts and the loyal co-operation 
of Baptist women of the State as individuals and as local mis
sionary societies, we are indebted for the splendid structure 
which now appears. 

Mr. Albert Kahn of Detroit is the architect who drew the 
plans for this beautiful building. The contract for construction 
was let to Mr. Henry L. Vander Horst of Kalamazoo. 

The first sod was broken by Miss Grant in May, 1924, 
while the Michigan Baptist Convention was being held in 
Kalamazoo. The College Band escorted the procession to 
the site of the dormitory, the faculty of the College wore full 
academic regalia, and the ceremonies were attended by the 
student body and delegates attending the Bapt'st State Con
vention. 

Upon the recommendation of Pres:dent Hoben the Trus
tees appointed as a committee on furnishings, Mrs. F. R. 
Olmsted, Mr. E. L. Yaple, Mrs. Minnie Wheaton, and Doctor 
Frank B. Bachelor. This committee worked untiringly for 
weeks and months in its effort to procure furnishings in keeping 
with the bu:lding, provide comfort for those who were to re
side there, and at the same time to keep within reasonable 
financial bounds. On account of a number of generous desig-
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nated gifts it was possible in several instances to provide more 
exquisite furnishings than the committee would otherwise have 
felt warranted in doing. 

Mr. C. W. Oakley as chairman of the Buildings and 
Grounds Committee throughout the period of construction 
and furnishing, rendered inestimable help. 

On recommendation of the Women's Council of the 
College, the trustees named the building Mary Trowbridge 
House in honor of Mrs. L. H. Trowbridge. Mrs. Trowbridge 
was Mary Day, the daughter of a pioneer Baptist minister who 
died at Sturgis, Michigan. She was an ex-student of the Col· 
lege, having attended for about three years prior to 1860 in 
which year L H. Trowbridge, who later became her husband, 
graduated from the College. Mr. and Mrs. Trowbridge were 
always def:ply interested in the College and she was one of the 
earlier and most liberal contributors. The College honors 
itself in perpetuating the name of Mrs. Trowbridge in this 
beautiful building. 

Financial Staternent 

T HE construction of the building has cost $121,600.00 . 
Nine thousand five hundred dollars has been paid for 
furnishings and equipment. This makes a total cost of 

construction and furnishings of $131,000.00 
There has been remitted to the Treasurer cash amounting 

to $79,594.35. There are pledges which we believe will still 
be paid amounting to $4,484.50. This would make a total o f 
$84,078.85 and would leave a balance still to be secured 
amounting to $47,021.15. It has been necessary for the Col
lege to borrow th:s money to pay bills. The loans must be 
paid by June · l st, 1926 that the College may receive the bal
ance of $200,000 for endowment from the General Education 
Board of New York. 

The Woman's Society of the State is to be congratulated 
upon the splendid attainment it has made thus far. Now 
that the building is completed and furnished the necessity to 
secure the final forty-s·even thousand dollars at the earliest 
possible date -is prompting individuals and missionary societies 
and circles in every church of the State to speedy and vigorous 
action. This must be done in order to liberate the College 
from deb t by June 1 st, 1926. Miss Grant and the State Of
ficers a re prosecuting the work with consecrated energy, the 
women s circles are responding with enthusiasm. The 
Woman's Bapt:st Mission Society of Michigan having put its 
hand to the plow will not turn back until the task is finished. 
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Kalamazoo College 

Women' 5 Council 

Mrs. G. L. Bemiett _______ .......... . .. . ....... . ........ ....... __ Adrian 

Mrs. John E. CarL _________ ....... . ........ _ ........ _._ ... . . ___ .Lansing 

Mrs. E. A. DeWaters _____ .. ........... _ .. .. .. . ....... . ... ... __ . ___ .. Flipt 

Miss Florence E. Grant .... ___________ . ______ _ .. _______ Birmingham 

Mrs. Louis Goux. __ ..... _ .. ....... . ... .. . . ... .. ... _ .. ............. Detroit 

Mrs. Bruce MacDonald .... ... ... .... . ... .. .. ___ .. . .... _ ... _ .. .. _ .. Flint 

• 
Mrs. Floyd R. Olmsted ____ .. . _ .................... __ .... Kalamazoo 

Mrs. G. ]. Vinton .. .. ............... ..... ______ .. _._ ..... _. __ .... Detroit 

Mrs. E. W. Wilson .. ___ .......... . .. __ ... . .... . .... . ...... Battle Creek 
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