
Upjohn Library Commons

Kalamazoo College dedicated its first library building in 1930. Known as the Minnie
Mandelle Library, it was built to house a collection ofjust under 100,000 volumes. By
the 1950's the growth of collections rendered this facility inadequate. Upjolm Library,
designed originally to house 225,000 volumes, was opened in 1967. Major renovations
were undertaken in 1977 and in 1992 increased the shelving capacity to accommodate a
collection of over 300,000 items.

In 1967, the same year the Upjolm Library was occupied, the media services department
was created. Media services (now Curricular Support) was merged with the library to
form a single administrative unit in 1980, and in 1997 Curricular Support staff and
Computing staff joined the Library staff in the Upjohn Library building. With the
increases in staff and library materials, the 1967 Upjohn Library building was filled to
capacity.

The 1967 Upjohn Library building was renovated and expanded to create the current
Upjohn Library Commons building. This new building provides a state-of-the-art facility
for students, staff and faculty. The new addition increases the total building space by
37,450 square feet, a 72% increase. The addition allows for growth in the collection from
the current 300,000 volumes to about 500,000. The new building includes a welcoming
entry area with a cafe, a video production studio, a high-tech graphics lab, expanded
Archives and Reading Room spaces, and a beautiful two-story reading room with
comfortable seating and fireplaces.

What was Renovated?

The main entrance to the 1967 building was moved from the second floor to the first
floor, creating a handicapped-accessible entrance. Compact shelving was installed on the
second and third floors to increase collection capacity, and group study rooms and
classrooms were also included. The technology infrastructure was updated, wireless
internet capability was added, and new heating, mechanical, and air conditioning systems
were installed.

HIGHLIGHTS
First Floor
• Centralized Public Services: Reference, Circulation, Curricular Support, and

Computer Help Desk
• Media Production Studio
• Video Editing Suite
• Audio Lab
• Center for New Media Design
• The Book Club- a Beaners Cafe

Second Floor
• Reading Room



• Collaborative Computer Work Stations
• Media Viewing Stations and Media Rooms
• Group Study Rooms
• Book and Periodicals Collections

Third Floor
• Academic Resource Center (Writing Center)
• College Archives
• A. M. Todd Rare Book Room
• Classrooms, including a videoconferencing facility, four technology enhanced

classrooms, and three small seminar classrooms
• Computer Work Stations
• Book Collection

Technology Upgrades:
• Telephone/data wiring and network hubs updated throughout the building
• Faster network connections
• Wireless internet for use with laptop computers
• Reference Area: 24 new PCs and an improved Reference Desk
• 54 new PCs on the second and third floors, including single stations and

collaborative work stations
• New multimedia stations
• Videoconferencing capability in the High Tech Teaching Lab (Room 307)
• Four technology enhanced classrooms (third floor)

BUILDING FACTS

Square Footage: New
41,825

Renovation
61,125

Total
102,950

Original building opened March 1967
Renovated/Expanded building opened January 2006

Dedicated April 2006

PLANNING/CONSTRUCTION TEAM:

TMP Associates, Inc.
Peter Basso Associates, Inc.
Library Design Associates
Driesenga Associates
Secant Technology
Miller Davis Company
Lisa L. Palchick

Architects, Structural Engineers, Interior Designers
Mechanical and Electrical Engineers
Library Planner
Civil Engineer
Technology Consultant
Construction Managers
Dean of Libraries and Information Services


