
DRAFT--UPTON GIFT

President George N. Rainsford of Kalamazoo College has announced

plans to remodel and expand the Louis C. Upton Science Hall and the

R. E. 01ds Science Hall, the science facilities on the campus.

Both the family of the late Louis C. Upton and the Whirlpool Founda-

tion are participating in this building project and have made gifts of

$75,000 and $50,000 respectively. In announcing the gifts, President

Rainsford stated, '~e are deeply grateful for this generous support of

our new project in the sciences. The Upton family and the Whirlpool

Foundation have had an important role through the years in the development

of Kalamazoo College." The Upton Science Hall was built in 1956.

Louis C. Upton was a member of the Boar of Trustees of the College.

Frederick C. Upton has Emeritus status on the Board. and David F. Upton

is currently a trustee of the College.

The new facility, designed for greater flexibility, will include

common facilities to serve all the laboratory sciences--a common instrument

room, library, central storage and dispensing facilities, and a number of

common laboratories and classrooms. In addition, the bUilding will be

equipped with seminar rooms and learning centers utilizing audio-visual

aids in some of the more traditional classrooms and will have laboratory,

office, reading, and classroom space for the individual sciences.

Laboratories in areas related to environmental concerns, including

computer simulated capability both for the general student and for those

students concentrating on ecology, are also part of the overall design.

The renovation and addition to the existing but no longer totally

adequate science facility represents the College's desire not only to maintain

a traditionally distinguished and exciting program. but to introduce a

number of new approaches to the sciences. These new elements include a

greater emphasis on interdisciplinary areas. not just at the core curriculum
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level, but also in areas of bio-chemistry, molecular biology, bio-electronics,

and systems ecology. Health sciences, environmental studies, behavioral

studies, and additional emphasis in experimental biology are among the

programs which will also benefit from the new science facilities.

The building project is set to begin in September of 1974 upon

completion of the funding. Dr. Rainsford noted that the College will

follow the tradition of raising money before beginning the actual building.

"One of the great advantages that Kalamazoo College has," he said,

"is that the Board of Trustees and past administrations provided a campus

that has no debt, where there is a modern plant, by and large adequate

for the existing needs of the College. A debt-free campus is a unique

situation in private education."

The remodeling and expansion, an addition of 7000-8000 square feet

of new space, will cost $1,500,000. To date, with the Upton and Whirlpool

gifts, and including gifts from the Upjohn Company in Kalamazoo, the

Kresge Foundation of Detroit, the 01ds family of Lansing, among others,

a sum of $500,000 remains to be funded.

The Kalamazoo College science program commitments are nationwide.

As an example of the College's current involvement, faculty and students

are often in residence at the oak Ridge National Sciences Laboratory in

Oak Ridge, Tennessee, where they work with some of the nation's top research

scientists. Earlier, in 1967, the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation of New York

City, after a three-year study to identify America's most promising

scientific programs, chose Kalamazoo College as one of twenty top institu

tions to share in a $7,500,000 program. These funds have been used to

further develop the science program and assure Kalamazoo College's leadership

in the science field.


