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KALAMAZOO The Executive Committee of

Kalamazoo Collegers Board of Trustees on Friday officially

chose the name Sarah A0 DeWaters Hall for the new

$600,000 women's dormitory. Selection of the name was

made to honor the memory of the late Enos and Sarah A.

DeWaters of Flint.

In announcing the Committee's action, Dr. Weimer

K. Hicks, Kalamazoo's president, said, "I feel it is quite

appropriate that the women's dormitory should be named

Sarah A. DeWaters Hall. In choosing the name, the Board

of Trustees wished to honor both Mr. and Mrs. DeWaters.

The Board felt that as a dormitory for women, the unit

should carry only her name. Knowing the deep affection

Mr. DeWaters had for his wife and the College, the board

believes that this would have met with his approval. Mr.

and Kirs. DeWaters were associated with Kalamazoo College

for half of its long history, and few couples have left a

more lasting impact upon the institution."
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The nextf dormitory was completed late this past

summer and is noi-j in use. Located on a knoll at the west

side of the campus, Sarah A. DeWaters Hall houses 110 girls0

The four-story structure has Sh double rooms, three

singles, a main lounge, guest parlors, recreation room,

laundry, and kitchenette. Its Georgian architecture

reflects the styling of other campus buildings.

Mr. and Mrs. DeWaters both of whom were

graduated from Kalamazoo at the turn of the century were

active participants in the life of the College. Mr.

DeWaters, an automobile company executive and civic

leader, was a member of the Board of Trustees from 1915

until his death in 1962, serving as chairman from

1938 to 19^-6. Mrs. DeWaters, who died in 19U9, served

for many years on the Women's Council. In 19I+1 the

College conferred upon Mr. DeWaters an honorary doctor

of science degree.

Financial support given by the DeWaters to

Kalamazoo College has been of great significance. During

the fall meeting of the Board of Trustees in 1935

'.:hen the depression had halted the progress of the

college Mr. and .Irs. DeWaters pledged $1^0,000 to

erect and furnish a new men's dormitory. And later, when

this amount seamed insufficient, they contributed an

additional v50,000 to insure completion of the structure.
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In 1937f when the dormitory was ready for

occupancy, they declined its naming in their honor,

preferring it be named for Dr. Allan B. Hoben who

served as college president from 1922-35-

Many institutions in Flint also directly

benefited from the DeWaters' generosity. In 1956

Mr. DeWaters donated more than $1.3 million to the Flint

College and Cultural Development for the erection of the

Enos and Sarah DeWaters Art Center. The DeWaters also

made large contributions to Flint hospitals, Woodside

Church, the Red Cross, King's Daughters Home for the Aged

in Flint, and the University of Michigan.

Mrs. DeWaters aided in the founding of Flint's

Child Welfare society and helped establish its YWCA.

She was elected the YWCA's first secretary in 1908,

served as a trustee and remained interested in the

organization until her death. She and her husband were

members of the First Baptist Church in Flint.

A native of Oshtemo, Mr, DeWaters was born in

1871+. Mrs. DeWaters was born three years later in

Adrian. After leaving Kalamazoo, they both did graduate

work at the University of Chicago ':here Mr. DeWaters

earned a bachelor of science degree. In 1903 he received

an engineering degree from the University of Michigan.

The DeWaters were married in 1905*
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Cadillac Motor Car Company employed Mr.

DeWaters as assistant superintendent until he joined

the Buick Motor Company in Jackson. He was transferred

to Flint in 1906. Chief engineer there until 1930, he

served as consulting engineer for General Motors Corp.

(after Buick became a division of it) from 1931 to

1933.

Mr. DeWaters also served as director of Genesee

County savings Bank and First National Bank and Trust Co.

He also was chairman of the board of the Flint Depositors

Corp.
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