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Balancing 
books and 
booze 
Drinking at K 
By Damon Krohn 
Contributor 

It's a Saturday night at 
Kalamazoo College. The 
library is almost empty, 
the quad lifeless. Students 
prepare for the evening 
in their dorms, cracking a 
beer or pouring a mixed 
drink as soon as they jump 
out of the shower. Already 
half-buzzed, they head out 
to the off-campus party 
that has been advertised 
all week on Facebook or 
Instant Messenger. 

At the party, students 
pass around bottomless 
keg cups and shots of cheap 
vodka slightly tastier than 
rubbing alcohol. Music 
blares over the speakers. 
People maneuver through 
sweaty bodies on the 
dance floor to grab another 
drillk at the bar. Upstairs, 
a few students sneak away 
to an empty room or a 
dark comer to swap saliva. 
Throughout the house, 
most everyone is drunk 
and having fun. 

The reality of college 
drinking is that while many 
students do have a good 
time, a bevy of problems 
can arise, as well. Drunk 
driving. Unsafe sex. 
Sexual assault. Death. 
These things do occur -
especially among students 
who don't know their 
limits, which frequently 
include first-years. 

According to the U.S. 
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How inclusive is K? 
Facing the Issue of diversity at K: Changes ahead 
By Chelsea Phelps 
Executive Editor 

Diversity: it is just an eight
letter word, one of thousands in 
the English language. But is it 
really that simple? What images 
come to mind when this word is 
spoken? How is it defined? How 
is used to confine? What does it 
really mean, and does it apply to 
you? 

When closely examined, 
the word diversity can be a 
word with a linlitless definition. 
To others, it is just a word on a 
page. 

What is diversity? Through 
intmiews with students, staff, 
and faculty at Kalamazoo 
College, the collective working 
definition of diversity IS 

difference - a word that 
encompasses every individual 
- so diversity is a word that 
pertains to everyone. However, 
in further discussing this issue 
within the campus community, 
it is the visible differences such 
as race, gender, and often times 
religion that create a system of 
grouping together individuals 
with common differences by 
those with the privilege of not 
having to even think about the 
word diversity. 

Diversity is a word that 
should be in every K student's 
vocabulary as it is part of the 
college's nUssion statement, 
which reads, "The nUssion 
of Kalamazoo College is to 
prepare its graduates to better 
understand, live successfully 

within, and provide enlightened 
leadership to a richly diverse and 
increasingly complex world." 

While preparing students to 
deal with the issue of diversity 
in the real world is a goal, the 
climate of K's diversity on 
campus does not make it a 
pressing' issue for everyone on 
campus. 

Keyontay Hun1phries, a 
black junior on campus, says 
that there is no diversity on the 
K campus, which creates an 
environment where those who 
are different from the greater K 
population are very much aware 
of the differences. 

According to Humphries, 
black students on campus are 
always calling for students to 
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Hicks gets 
makeover 
Construction 
on schedule, 
exciting plans 
to be made 

By Roger Garfield 
Executive Editor 

Hicks Center as we 
know it is on the brink of 
extinction. 

Over the December 
break, the college hired a 
demolition contractor to 
remove ceilings, floortiles 
and other knickknacks 
from select spots of the 
building in preparation 
for the culmination of 
a restoration. Phase I 
construction of the Hicks 
renovation process could 
begin as early as March. 

"We are getting very 
close to having final 
construction documents," 
said Tom Ponto, vice 
president of business and 
finance for the college 
and chair of the Hicks 
renovation committee. 
"They should go out to bid 
at the end of January ... 
and the real construction 
will begin towards the 
end of March." 

The planning phase 
for the $14 million 
project began in April 
of last year, and to this 
point, everything is right 
on schedule. 

The main task in 
December was to remove 
potentially hazardous 
asbestos - which Ponto 
describes as "little 
teeny fibers" - from 
the building. Martin 

> > Hicks: Page 6 
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KATE'S PEOPLE 
Name: Rhiannon 1110mas, 
K'07 
Birthday: May 5, 1985 
Hometol'l-n: Caro, MI 
Residence: 411 Locust 
Studies: Major in English 
with an emphasis on creative 
writing 
Oasses: Shakespeare, Arts 
Journalism, Creative Non-fic
tion 
Activities: Head Copy Edi
tor- The Index, works for Me

dia Services, Cauldron Fiction Staff member 
K Plan: Studied abroad in Strasbourg, France; currently writ
ing a fiction SIP 

Favorites: 
Sodexho entree: I was very fond of the savory beefbris

ket. I also enjoyed the fried cod pieces. 
Smell: My perfume- "Sin." 1 bought it in Strasbourg, it 

smells exactly how I've always wanted to smell. 
Texture: When you put your hand in a barrel of small 

thmgs, like beans or com or rice. But not sand, sand is too 
small. 

Childhood toy: I had a Batman action figure that served 
as the Ken for all my miniture Barbies I got from McDonalds, 
I loved to play with them all together. 

Beatie: I'm partial to George, but I don't really have one. 
Font: Garrunond. 
Article of clothing: Lingerie. 
Song: I'm currently particularily fond of Bloc Party's 

"Like Eating Glass." 
Class at K: Intennediate Poetry 
Campus spot: Probably the area behind Hoben. 

If you were an animal cracker, what would you be and 
why? An ostrich. Because I anl a large, flightless bird. 
List three adjevtives your friends would use to describe 
you: Out-spoken, dirty-minded, fun. 
List three adjectives you would use to describe yourself: 
Contemplative, trrcd. happy. 
'VIlat are your passions? I like music, I like to write. 
'VIlat brought you to K? I canle here for a visit and I went 
to a class, I think it was Andy Mozina's freshman senunar. I 
just knew I would fit in here from the first time I Vlsited. I was 
right. . 
What is the best thing you've learned at K outside of class? 
It is important to be able to go with the flow and not have to 
control everything. I'm still working on it. 
If you could change one thing about the world, what would 
it be and why? I'm tempted to say something big, like I'd like 
to see everyone having something to eat, which is trlle, but I 
anl also very upset when people attach labels to othcr people, 
on a small seale and on a larger scale. 

-compiled by Kate Boehm. Executh'e Editor. 

The Index On the Quad 

Letter from the Editors 
To Our Readers--

Welcome back for another 
quarter at K! 

Freshmen: Keep warm, 
eat something other than cereal 
and go sledding on the football 
field. 

Sophomores: Good luck 
with finishing tllose study 
abroad applications, choosing 
yourmajor, and getting tlrrough 
those upper level classes 

Juniors: Wherever you 
are, whether on-campus or 
around the world, we hope you 
are living life to the fullest. 

Seniors: ISO days until 
graduation. We plan to make 
tlle best of them. 

First, as always, we are 
searching for news, sports and 
feature writers, photographers, 
illustrators, and more to join our 
staff. No experience necessary, 
we are always willing to teach. 
You can be involved as much 
or as little as you like; we 
always welcome the help. Our 
full staff meetings are Tuesday 
nights at 7 p.m. in the Index 
room, Upjohn Library, room 
319. If you can't make that 
time, feel free to e-mail us 
at index@kzoo.edu or stop 
by anytinle on 110nday and 
Tuesday evenings. 

Also, tonight, Thursday, 
January II , at 9:30 p.m. we 
are holding a mixer in the 
Quadstop for returning staff 
and new, interested students. 
The entire editorial staff 
will be there to answer any 
questions you might have. 
Pizza and other food items will 
be provided. We hope to see 
you there! 

We hope you have 
enjoyed the changes we have 
made to the newspaper so far 
this year. Our features insert, 
"The En'K'losure" will run 
inside our fifth and ninth week 
issues, witll a specific focus 
on breaking the K bubble in 
winter-friendly ways. 

While we will continue to 
report tlle news witll accuracy 
and flair, we plan to print 
as many feature stories tllat 
dig a little deeper into bigger 
issues on CanlPUS as possible. 
This series of longer feature 
stories is beginning this week 
with Chelsea's in-depth look 
at diversity at K, and Damon 
Krohn's examination of 
college drinking. Next week, 
Kate Lutes will discuss the 
Student Commission budget 
and tlle financial side of student 
organizations. 

More than anything else, 

we want to see The Index 
become a positive influence 
toward building a stronger 
CanlPUS community. We 
believe thata college newspaper 
should be an open fomm, a 
free space for conversations 
to occur between all campus 
voices. 

We are always seeking 
submissions of any kind, 
whether in response to a 
specific article or regarding 
CanlPUS life in general, as 
well as any ideas, questions 
or concerns you may have. 
Students, as well as faculty 
and staff, are always welcome 
to submit. If your organization 
has an interesting event coming 
up, let us know. If you found a 
new off-campus hangout, tell 
us about it. Whether you love 
us or hate us, we want to hear 
from you. 

Please e-mail submissions 
to index@kzoo.edu by Sunday 
evening the week you would 
like to see your piece on page. 

Thanks for reading. 
We hope you have a 
great Winter Quarter! 

Your Executive Editors, 
Kate Boehm 

Roger Garfield 
Chelsea Phelps 

New Registrar, MLKDay events, Empty Bowls 
New Registrar 

Information Session 
Dr. Alyce Brady, the 

interim registrar is working 
witll students to make the 
Registrar 's Office more open 
to student needs. She will be 
at a booth during lunchtime on 
Tuesday of 3rd week to solicit 
student comments, suggestions, 
and complaints about how tlle 
registrar's office has worked in 
the past and how things might 
be done differently in the future. 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Events- Monday, Jan. 15 

10:50 a.m. Convocation 
Chapel featuring guest 

speaker Reverend J.L. Felton, 
LAC 

2:00 p.m. Commemorative 
Walk 

Beginning at WMU at 2 
PM, proceed to Kalanlazoo 
College (Red Square) at 2:15 
P11, then to tlle Radisson Hotel 
at2:30 P11, and on to 11LK Park. 
City of Kalanlazoo, Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Conununity
Wide Day of Service 

7:00 p.m. Drama 
"The Meeting," a play about 

an imagined encounter between 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
Malcom X, will be performed 
by Washington Productions 

Incorporated. Kalamazoo 
College and conununity invited. 
Dalton Theatre. 

7:00 p.m. Workshop 
A workshop celebrating 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. It 
is titled: "I Dig the Skin I'm 
In." Dr. Danielle Standish, 
Counselor. 

Empty Bowls 
Tomorrow, Friday, Jan. 

12, there will be a ceramics 
workshop from 4:15 until 5:15 
p.m. to make bowls for tlle 
Empty Bowls project. Please 
contact Sarah Lindley at 
slindley@kzoo.edu for more 
details. 
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CIP 
By Phil Taylor 
Features Editor 

moves 

Ten Kalamazoo College 
students flew out of Detroit Monday, 
embarking on a study abroad journey 
they had not expected until only a 
month ago. The students, many of 
whom are Hornet athletes, are now 
adapting to life in San Jose, Costa 
Rica, a considerable cultural jaunt 
from their intended locale of study in 
Oaxaca, Mexico. 

The students' intended short
term program of study in Oaxaca 
was cancelled last month in response 
to safety concerns surrounding 
the protests that have plagued 
the provincial capital for almost 
nine months now. The Center for 
International Programs offered the 
students an alternative option to spend 
winter quarter in Costa Rica, another 
Spanish-speaking country where 
they would attend classes similar to 
those offered in Oaxaca at San Jose's 
International Center for Sustainable 
Human Development. 

."1 think it was a good choice. 
[The CIP] made the smart move 
having this as an alternative," said 
Blake MacDonald K'08, one of the 
10 students enrolled in the program. 

"I'm pretty happy with the 
change because I know some of the 
people in Oaxaca had their activities 
stifled. " 

The protests in Oaxaca began last 
Mayas a strike by local teachers, but 
swelled to include several thousand 
'left-wing demonstrators who joined 

House of Cards By Caleb Waldron 

Oaxaca winter program to 
in protest of Oaxaca governor Ulises 
Ruiz. Eleven people died in connection 
with the demonstrations, including 
an independent journalist from New 
York, before federal police 
officers swept the protesters 
out of the city center on Oct. 
29 of last year. 

Federal police 
apprehended the leader of the 
movement, Flavio Sosa, on 
Dec. 9. Ever since, a relative 
calm has returned to the 
streets of Oaxaca; however, 
the short-term program had 
already been cancelled. 

students accepted to the short-term 
program this winter quarter have a 
lower level of fluency in Spanish and 
would have been unfamiliar with the 
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Costa Rica 
concentration of tourists. 

MacDonald, an economics major 
who also studied in Madrid last 
spnng, said he had looked forward 

to studying the developing 
economics of the local tribes 
in Oaxaca but is excited for 
the opportunity to study in 
Costa Rica nevertheless. 

"I'm happy. I think 
it's a great place because it 
gives us a chance to have 
a similar experience," he 
said. 

Junior volleyball 

The decision to cancel 
the program and offer Costa 
Rica as an alternative was 
approved by President 
Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran 
at the recommendation of 
Dr. Joseph Brockington, 
associate provost of the CIP. 

Photo/lta-Yetzi Carapia 
Things get hot in Oaxaca: K students move south to Costa 
Rica. Oaxaca has been the site of protest and revolt since May. 

player Mariah Frye showed 
no signs of pre-departure 
jitters while discussing her 
trip over the phone a day 
before her departure. She 
remembered her reaction 
upon hearing news of the 
switch at a volleyball team 

"We looked at the variables In 

Oaxaca and decided it was not the 
time to send this group into a very 
fluid situation," Brockington said. 

The decision was not the first 
of its kind. Brockington said similar 
precedents have been set in the past, 
such as in the mid-90s when students 
were offered the opportunity to study 
in Perth, Australia, after the program 
in Zimbabwe was cancelled. 

Though some Kalamazoo College 
students are currently finishing long
tenn Oaxaca programs, Brockington 
says circumstances in the city have 
changed since the program began in 
early September. Additionally, the 

city upon arrival, two factors that led 
the CIP to consider options in San 
Jose. 

"There are other places among 
our partners with similar courses that 
provide a similar experience, and that 
led us to Costa Rica," Brockington 
said. 

The students will participate 
in an academic program closely 
resembling that in Oaxaca, but the 
differences between the cities will be 
somewhat more noticeable. Oaxaca is 
described as a regional city, bordering 
on the rural with a relatively high 
concentration of indigenous groups, 
whereas San Jose is a much larger 
urban city that draws a higher 

banquet in November. 
"My teammate ran over to 

me and said, 'we're not going to 
Oaxaca,' and my heart just dropped," 
Frye said. "I was really disappointed, 
but then she said we were going to 
Costa Rica and I was just absolutely 
stunned." 

"The coolest thing is that they 
scheduled it to a different place 
and didn't just cancel it," she said, 
agreeing with the CIP's decision to 
make the switch. 

Brockington said the CIP 
continues to monitor the situation in 
Oaxaca and is hopeful the program 
will resume by the beginning of next 
year. 
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Drinking: Alcohol "a way for students to escape" 
From Front 
Department of Health and Human 
Services, first-year college students 
abuse alcohol because they are on 
their own for the first time and free to 
make their own decisions - including 
whether or not to drink alcohol. 
Students who rarely drank before 
coming to college find themselves in 
the middle of social pressure to drink 
at parties. The problem, says Dr. Alan 
Hill, the college's associate director 
of counseling, is that students often 
don't know when to stop drinking. 

"Sometimes people who end up 
going to the hospital are first-years or 
people who have no idea about their 
limits," Hill said. "Usually many of 
these students who get into trouble 
have never really drank before and 
really don't know how dangerous a 
high level of alcohol in their system 
might be." 

Student Development tries 
different approaches to help first
years understand their limits. During 
Alcohol Awareness Week - which 
typically runs during fourth or fifth 
week of the fall quarter - Student 
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Development crams the cafeteria with 
flyers that feature information about 
alcohol. Want to know the blood 
alcohol level of a 165-pound male 
after he has consumed six drinks in 
an hour? These flyers tell the story. 

Also available is an online 
alcohol education class, which 
is used to teach students about 
their limits and to encourage 
responsible drinking. However, 
the online education class is only 
required after students receive an 
alcohol VIOlation. In the 2005-
2006 academic year, 98 alcohol 
violations were issued on campus, 
according to Student Development. 
Many of those were given to first
years and underclassmen living in 
the domls. 

Dr. Zaide Pixley, dean of the ' 
first-year experience and advising, 
said that first-year students don't 
pace themselves when drinking. 
"There is social pressure to drink, 
and they don't know what they're 
doing," Pixley said. 

Not limiting the amount of 
drinks consumed results in binge 
drinking, which occurs frequently. 
Of four Kalamazoo College students 
interviewed, all four knew more than 
one person who had partaken in binge 
drinking in the last two weeks. By 
definition, binge drinking is having at 
least five drinks in a row for men, and 
at least four for women. 

One Kalamazoo College 
senior, Matt Goldberg, 22, said that 
regardless of alcohol education and 
other college policies to combat 
alcohol abuse, students will always 
drink. 

"College students are going to 
be college students," he said. "The 
culture of drinking here is different. 
People who never drank before go 
nuts. That's the people with the 
most problems." 

It's almost an attitude ingraitled 
in students once they arrive at K: 
study diligently, then unwind wildly. 
Students forget a bad grade on a 
test by sucking down dangerous 
amounts of alcohol. One first-year 
student, Nick Jovanovic, thinks that 
the strenuous workload creates too 
much pressure. 

"I think people try to drink away 
their problems," he said. "If they had 

a bad score on a test or a bad week of 
homework, they try to forget that." 

Another first-year student, Hank 
Wisner, 18, echoed the thoughts of 
Jovanovic. 

"At Kalamazoo, we have a more 
rigorous work schedule than most 

colleges," Wisner said. "Alcohol is a 
way for kids to escape." 

Instead of having students 
escape the stress by drinking, Student 
Development tries to plan activities 
on campus that serve as alternatives 
to off-campus parties. 

Senior Meghan Green, a resident 
assistant in Hoben Hall, said that the 
RAs are required to plan one social 
event and one educational event 
each quarter. During Orientation 
Week, first-year students are told 
they can have fun without drinking. 
Green and the other RAs plan 
activities, such as a "mock-tail" 
party where students dress up and 
drink non-alcoholic beverages. This 
year, students were asked to make 
a pledge during Alcohol Awareness 
Week to not binge drink and to help 
out friends . Green said the event 
was not well attended. 

A big reason planned activities 
are rare on weekends is because there 
is no significant budget for Jeremy 
Suttles and Student Development 
to plan fun alternatives. They 
have to rely on contributions from 
departments such as the Center 
for International Programs or the 
athletics. If they don't provide 
money, no one does. 

Suttles thought some students 
didn't attend the events because 
many were educational events like 

lectures or guest speakers. However, 
the majority of educational events 
are planned during the week. Suttles 
said that the more fun activities are 
planned on the weekends by students, 
such as the Homecoming Dance and 
Monte Carlo. The problem is most 

students still drink before or after 
the activity. 

"Lots of people pre-game 
or leave the activity early to go 
party," he said. 

Pixley said that Student 
Development and the resident 
assistants work hard planning 
enjoyable events. However, many 
students just want to get away from 
campus and the residence dorms. 
As a result, they find themselves 
at off-campus parties. 

Despite the college's efforts, 
drinking remains a problematic. 
And over-drinking isn't the only 
issue. 

In the United States, more 
than 70,000 students between the 
ages of 18 and 24 are victims of 
alcohol-related sexual assault each 
year. And at K, one troubling statistic 
accompanies the sexual as'Sault 
numbers. 

"Every single sexual assault 
case reported on campus was related 
to alcohol," said Dana Jansma, 
associate dean of students. 

Pixley said the major problem is 
effective alcohol education. One of 
the college's plans to improve it is by 
moving Alcohol Awareness Week to 
earlier in the school year. The college 
also plans to spread out alcohol 
education throughout the entire year, 
in hopes of keeping information 
fresh in students' minds. 

Regardless of any policy change, 
the main responsibility falls on the 
students. Pixley said that the major 
challenge is having good mentors 
to model responsible drinking. The 
mentors, however, are often culprits 
of alcohol abuse themselves. 

"The mentors in college are 
other students with drinking issues," 
she said. 

Senior Nick Curwen, 21, said 
that until the attitude about drinking 
changes among students, students 
WIll not stop drinking. 

Said Curwen: "You work hard, 
you play hard." 
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Diversity: Education and awareness necessary for change 
From Front 
recognize different issues while also 
trying not to be the token students of 
color. The high susceptibility to becoming 
a token minority on campus is prevalent, 
she says, in the visual images on the 
school's website. 

"For two years D'Angelo Bailey's 
picture was on the campus website," 
says Humphries. "This year you have 
two black seniors smiling together on the 
website. Who do you think is going to be 
up there next year?" 

According to Humphries, these 
types of details lead to black students 
on campus being very aware of their 
blackness. 

Diversity is not just about race, as 
senior Kelsay Myers has experienced a 
resistance against diversity of feminism 
on campus as well as dealt with bl~tant 
racism directed toward her identity as an 
Asian student. 

"Personally I don't think that people 
are open to difference," says Myers. 
"Everyone says that they like to be open
minded but it is just the opposite. For 
example, with feminism in POWER, I've 
always felt excluded and never truly felt 
accepted because there tends to be a focus 
on specific issue or specific ferninisms. 
There is a parting line and if you falI on 
the other side of it, you are shunned and 
shut out." 

While Myers dealt with being 

members of the K campus - what 
matters is that blatant racism has to be 
dealt with on campus. 

'The swastika is the most blatant 
symbol of anti-Semitism that you can 
have and we had to deal with it here," 
said Tesoriero. "The biggest thing is 
ignorance. In its own right it isn't bad, but 
denial of ignorance makes it worse." 

With both the presence of ignorance 
and diversity issues on campus, students 
who Associate Dean Karen Joshua
Wathel describes as minorities are forced 
to deal with these issues more than other 
students. But that does not cause them to 
leave K. According to Joshua-Wathel, a 
black administrator, they can graduate if 
they survive their sophomore year at K. 

"Academically they soar like 
other students," says Joshua-Wathe!. 
"It's socially the interactions, the blatant 
racism, not being accepted and people 
thinking that they are here because of 
affirmative action. They are not welcomed 
into groups, they are alienated." 

Moving Forward 
The issue of diversity at K is 

receiving critical attention from President 
Eileen B. Wtlson-Oyelaran, the first 
female and African-American president 
at the college. Wtlson-Oyelaran heads 
a sub-committee on diversity within 
the Strategic Planning Committee that 
focuses on creating an inclusive student-

Wilson-Oyelaran. "Many schools are 
diverse in composition, but they never 
mix. If you walk into the cafeteria, you 
will see distinct groups separated from 
each other. It's like a fortress, but you 
would have to say that they are diverse." 

Wilson-Oyelaran's plans for the 
creation of a 

According to the report, which 
compared K with eight other schools 
including Earlham, Denison, Grinnell, 
Carleton, Oberlin, Kenyon, Macalester, 
and Wooster, Kalamazoo was not the 
worst school on the list, though it was 
below average in every category except 

in percentage of 
more inclusive 
enviromnent at 
K have already 
been outlined. 
The diversity sub
committee has a 
projected plan for 
what they envision 
the student body 
at K to look like in 
2016. According to 
the president, the 
goal is to have a 

K's Fall 2006 Enrollment 
Native American 
students. K did 
have the lowest 

Total students: 1,343 
Caucasian/non-Hispanic: 1,030 
African American: 3.9 percent 

Hispanic: 1.5 percent 
Asian American: 4.9 percent 
Native American: > 1 percent 

International: 1.8 percent 

in the percentage 
of Hispanic and 
International 
students, however. 

In teill1S 
of the Great 
Lakes Colleges 
Association, 
Wilson-Oyelaran 

campus where one-quarter to one-third 
of the students' backgrounds are not 
traditional. Wilson-Oyelaran says that 
this change will cause the campus to have 
a flavor that feels more cosmopolitan and 
reflects the real world. 

This 10-year plan will be 
accomplished by paying attention to three 
specific areas: enrollment, development, 
and increased visibility. The president 
said that the committee will be looking 
at enrollment and new strategies for 
recruiting as well as reviewing strategies 
that were used in the past to see what is 

said that K 
resembles some other schools in the 
area in terms of diversity, but K does not 
stand out. And while it is not worse, some 
places have done a whole lot better in 
terms of diversity including non-GLCA 
schools such as Haverford, Swathmore, 
and Williams College. 

Wilson-Oyelaran said that K is 
not a product of its geography, and it is 
better equipped than most schools in the 
Midwest to recruit more diversity because 
of its main road location between Detroit 
and Chicago. 

While the administration at K 
is actively working with the issue of 
diversity, it is with the individuals at the 
institution where the real changes will 
have to take place. In a college campus 
social system, creating an enviromnent 
that is conducive to change is an issue 
that every individual is responsible for. 

shutout, she also had to 
face blatant racism after 
an incident that occurred 
on Academy Street. More 
subtle racism showed in her 
junior seminar in English 
when a class exercise led to 
racial jokes and an awkward 
in-class confrontation of the 
Issue. 

"Junior Seminar was 
more of an eye-opener 
because it was more subtle," 

Photo/www.iaoo.edu 
Are things really as perfect as they seem to be at K? Many students, 

working and how we can 
do a better job. The second 
area that Wtlson-Oyelaran 
identified was the creation 
of more scholarships so 
that K has the financial 
aid to compete with other 
schools. Finally, the 
president expressed a desire 
to enhance the college's 
visibility both nationally 
and internationally in order 
to draw more students. 

Retired sociology professor and 
a fomler white faculty member Dr. 
Marigene Amold, who has assumed the 
role of Special Aide to the President on 
Diversity, said how we interact with one 
another plays a crucial role. 

faculty and staff think not and are ready and working for change. 

Myers says. "The institutional racism 
and the tension of our class that followed 
... was more of an eye-opener than the 
blatant 'Go back to China, kung-fu. '" 

Racist acts have also targeted non
race based groups at K, as was apparent 
by the use of symbols of anti-Semitism 
on campus last year, a reminder that 
ignorance is not bliss. Senior Jessica 
Tesoriero, prsident of the Jewish Student 
Organization,said that it does not matter 
whether he responsible party included 

centered environment. 
Making the campus more diverse 

is one of the goals, but Wilson-Oyelaran 
has higher goals for K as she strives for 
an inclusive environment. According to 
the President, an inclusive environment 
says something about the nature of 
interaction between students and how 
the community lives with interaction that 
goes back and forth. 

"Diversity to me talks about who; 
inclusion talks about who and how," said 

K is on the right track to increasing 
diversity on campus. Currently, according 
the K adInissions office, the school has 
admitted its most diverse freshman class 
at 19 percent non-Caucasian. For the 2006 
fall enrolhnent at K, of 1,343 students, 
1,030 are Caucasian/non-Hispanic with 
3.9 percent African American, 1.5 percent 
Hispanic, 4.9 percent Asian, less tl13J1 I 
percent Native American, and 1.8 percent 
International according to a report from 
the president's office. 

"We have to think about 
assignment," says Amold. "People do not 
share a common culture. You can't make 
assumptions." 

According to Amold, many people 
are afraid of speaking out about diversity 
because they are afraid that they will 
make a mistake. Amold says that we have 
to have a college that gives us a chance 
to make mistakes because fear does not 
allow for anything to happen, and it is 

»Diversity: Page 7 
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Hicks: New campus center to be completed by June 2008 
From Front 
& Associates Environmental, 
a Kalamazoo-based asbestos 
abatement contractor, worked with 
campus Facilities Management to 
accomplish this task. The college 
also hired a hygienist to monitor air 
safety during the abatement. 

Now, once the paperwork is 
finished, the plans laid out in early 
2006 by the architectural firm Tower 
Pinkster Titus Associates can start to 
take shape. 

Phase I of the construction will 
overhaul every part of the building 
except for the current student dining 
area and the bookstore - "75 to 
80 percent of the building," said 
Ponto. That construction is slated 
to be complete by December of this 
year, and when students come back 
to campus in 2008, a new bookstore 
and cafeteria will await them. The 
new bookstore will be permanently 
located where the Quad Stop 
currently resides, and the new dining 
area will fill the current site of Old 
Welles. 

That's when Phase 2 will begin, 
which should be completed by June 
of2008. 

"It's gonna be really exciting," 
Ponto said. "We're hoping that this 

becomes the heart and hearth of 
the campus, that it's a magnet for 
students, that it's a place where 
students can relax." 

Many of the building's new 
features will help facilitate Ponto's 
expectations. 

Six working fireplaces. Wireless 
computer access throughout the 
building. A pub-like cyber cafe in 
addition to a revamped Quad Stop. 
A technologically up-to-date radio 
booth near the front entrance. And, 
most noticeably, a new, transparent 
roof at the very center of it all. 

"As soon as you walk in the 
lobby area, you should be able to see 
nearly all of the major functions in 
the building," Ponto said. "It's going 
to be a very large atrium. Lots of 
glass, lots of natural light." 

While the renovation will only 
add 3,000 additional square feet to 
the existing 73,000 square feet, Ponto 
says the change, when it's all said 
and done, will be "extraordinarily 
dramatic. It's going to be a complete 
transformation," he said. 

(For purposes of comparison, 
the $17 million Upjohn Library 
Commons project -completed 
just more than a year ago - added 
40,000 new square feet to its existing 

frame.) world's resources. Instead of 
One facet of the construction knocking Hicks down, the intent 

that will add is to reuse to the 
complexity to extent that we 
the project is can." 
the inclusion To Ponto's 
of guidelines knowledge, the 
outlined by building will 
the Leadership be the first in 
in Energy and Kalamazoo to 
Environmental have LEED 
Design. After certification. 
much protesting As the project 
from students, picks up speed in 
faculty and March and on into 
staff last spring, the spring, Ponto 
the college says the school 
agreed to LEED will have to close 
certification for Campus Drive 
the project. behind Hicks. 

LEED will There's something different about "That's going to 

ensure that Old Welles: Hicks getting a makeover. be an area for 
low - e mit tin g staging materials 
adhesives, sealants, paints and related to the project," he said. 
coatings are used in construction. It As a result, upwards of 50 
will also guarantee the building has parking spaces will be unavailable. 
such features as waterless urinals, "What we fully expect is that 
ample bicycle storage and even many people who would historically 
preferred parking spots for drivers have parked back in that area will 
of hybrid vehicles. now park out on Lovell Street and 

"LEED is strictly voluntary," the streets south of Lovell," said 
Ponto said. "The intent is to be Ponto. "But there is a payoff down 
efficient and effective with the the trail." 

Counseling Corner: Making Everything Fit - Managing Time Effectively 
By Pat Ponto 
Contributor: Counseling Center 

Making everything fit at 
"K" can be a big job. Most 
students have numerous 
commitments to class, 
homework, jobs, organizations, 
relationships, family, etc. It 
is easy to struggle with time 
here and often difficult to feel 
that you are really in charge of 
your days. The better manager 
of time you become, the more 
likely that you will feel that your 
life is your own, that you have 
more truly free time, and that 
you will succeed academically (I 
believe good time management 
differentiates those who do well 
from those who don't at least as 
much as ability). 

To unprove time 

management, it is very helpful 
to find out how you actually 
spend your time currently. 
Most students who record their 
activities are surprised at the 
difference between how much 

- time they plan to study or think 
about studying and the reality of 
the time spent actually studying. 
Time logs can also help you 
determine the times of day 
when your have a lot of energy 
for studying and those times 
when your energy is too low for 
academic work. If you'd like 
to assess your current time use, 
see the Time Log chart on the 
Counseling website. 

The next big step is to set 
up a calendar for the quarter of 
all exams, papers, presentations, 
major assignments and 
important events. (Again, a 

sample calendar is available on 
the Counseling website.) The 
calendar gives you an overview 
of the quarter and an idea of 
which weeks will be particularly 
intense, which weeks you 
can assign to your long-term 
projects, and when you can 
afford to take a break. 

Long-term projects are 
often the most difficult tasks 
to manage timewise. There 
are two inlportant guidelines 
- be as realistic as possible in 
estimating the time needed and 
make sure you divide the big 
projects into smaller tasks that 
are manageable (most of us find 
it easier to read and highlight 
one article, rather than doing all 
of our research in one sitting). 

The next items are quick 
tips that can make a big 

difference. 
I. Make sure you are 

clear about the instructions for 
an assignment or the subject 
matter a test will cover - you 
do not want to waste time and 
energy working on the wrong 
material. 

2. Tackle your most 
difficult and most boring 
subjects at your high energy 
times and work on them first 
during those times - you will 
be at your best and give those 
subjects your best shot. 

3. Try to review material 
right after lectures and just 
before discussions - the first 
to consolidate information, 
the second to get your mind 
thinking about the material 
again. 

4. Find a place to study 

where you will not be easily 
distracted - distractions are one 
of the biggest enemies of good 
time management. 

5. If you tend to 
procrastinate, break up your 
task into 20 minute segments. 
Work for 20 minutes, reward 
yoursdf briefly, and remind 
yourself how good you will feel 
when the job is done. 

6. Try to use small 
periods of time you can get 
a lot done in a half hour - read 
a chapter, write a couple of 
paraWphs. That's less work 
later. 

7. When you are 
scheduled to study, really 
study. When you are taking a 
break, do not think about your 
work. Relax, enjoy yourself, or 
just be. 
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The only sensible. solution: withdrawal 
By Phil Taylor 
Features Editor 

The recent decision to 
transfer additional American 
troops out of Iraq's Anbar 
Province and into Baghdad 
has done virtually nothing 
to quell the horrific levels 
of inter-sectarian violence 
in Iraq today. I'm convinced 
that President Bush's cal1s 
for major troop increases are 
equal1y ill-fated, and I know 
I'm not alone. 

Former Secretary of 
State Colin Powell recently 
condemned the idea of 
deploying additional 
American troops to Iraq, a 
sentiment echoed by the Iraq 
study group led by Baker 
and Hamilton, who insist 
negotiations with Syria and 
Iran should take precedence 
over additional troop dep
loyments. Additional1y, I 
strongly agree with the study 
group's assessment that an 
American commitment to 
timed withdrawal wil1 apply 
the necessary pressure to 
force Iraqi security forces 
into assuming broader 
responsibilities 10 the 

regIOn. 
Before imposing a 

major troop increase, 
the president must be able 
fO demonstrate to American 
citizens how the presence of 
our troops in Iraq effectively 
prevents the spread of 
sectarian violence, something 
he has consistently failed 
to do. More importantly, 
we, as citizens, deserve 
to be informed 
of how additional troops 
would improve a military 
campaign that has already 
proven disastrously 
ineffecti ve. 

The conditions in 
Iraq have deteriorated 
to a point where the 
effectiveness of foreign 
troops must be seriously 
questioned. According 
to recent statistics from 
the non-partisan Brookings 
Institution, 61 percent 
of Iraqis still approve of 
attacks onU.S.-ledforces, 87 
percent favor a timeline for 
U.S. withdrawal, and one
third of those who see 
Iraq heading in the wrong 
direction cite the U.S.-led 
occupation as the main 

cause. 
Our soldiers are 

dangerously mired in a 
foreign war of ideologies 
that will ultimately have to 
be resolved politically by 
Iraqis from within. We must 
engage the participation of 
Iraq's regional neighbors 
and emphasize the need 
to estab lish broader 
parliamentary coalitions 
palatable to the Sunnis, 
Shiites, and Kurds in Iraq. At 
the same time, a commitment 
to begin American troop 
withdrawals is not only 
militarily sensible, it is 
inevitable. Armed forces are 
trained to depose tyrannical 
regimes; they are ill
trained to build a peaceful 
parliamentary consensus. 

The potential decision to 
send thousands of additional 
troops into Iraq should be of 
utmost concern to college 
students, the generation 
of individuals who will 
eventually have to assume 
the burden of this war. To 
those who share my concern 
with the direction of this 
war, please let your congress 
people hear your voice. 

Diversity: How will you fight for change? 
From Page 5 
when the mistakes are made that 
you can learn and correct them. 

Joshua-Wathel says that 
not only making mistakes but 
allowing for personal reflection 
can have a huge impact. 

"If you ask yourself the 
question, 'am I being inclusiveT 
If you answer honestly, we can 
make huge strides," said Joshua
Wathel. "People are terrified to 
talk about this because it forces 
them to take a look at their 
own biases, which is somehow 
assumed that having biases is 
attached to your self worth, and 
it's not." 

On the K campus where 
the majority of the students 
are white, self reflection on the 
position of privilege and moving 
out of a well established comfort 

zone is a necessary step, one that 
white professor Dr. Gail Griffin 
of the English Department has 
written widely on. 

"Whiteness says 'leave me 
alone, don't bother me'," says 
Griffin. "We're supposed to be 
enemies of ignorance. It begins 
with people's own whiteness; 
they need to get a grasp on the 
way they benefit and the way 
white privilege hurts white 
people. It's a much fairer and 
humane way to be." 

While students may look 
to the institution for the tools 
and instruction to grapple 
with these issues, according 
to Dr. Espalencia Baptiste, 
a black Haitian professor of 
the Anthropology/Sociology 
department, the curriculum 
only accounts for one-third 

of the student's day, therefore 
the institution can only give a 
student a framework. The rest is 
up to them. 

"How about your other 
time?" said Baptiste. "Whose 
education is it? Students need 
to take ownership of their 
education." 

According to Wilson
Oyelaran this step needs to be 
taken not only for improvement 
at K, but for how students will 
live in their lives after college. 

"College campuses are the 
last chance for people to learn 
how to deal with these issues," 
said Wilson-Oyelaran. "What 
will happen to the communities 
that we are trying to build, the 
children we will rear, and the 
injustices that we fight if we 
cannot talk about these issues?" 
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WILL'S PHOTO POLL 
What was your reaction to the 
execution of Saddam Hussein? 

"I think execution IS 

disgusting in every cir
cumstance. It's disgust
ing the way the media 
IS sensationalizing it." 

-Colin Myers, K'07 

"I was just wonied they 
would make a martyr of 

him." 

-Anastasia Wright, K'07 

"I guess I expected it to 
happen." 

-Matt GlUllbleton, K'09 

"I would hope that with 
the execution of Sad
dam the violence level 
in Iraq would decrease." 

-Alicia Blessing, K' 10 

Compiled by Will Walkington, Art Editor. 
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Hornet basketball, swimming compete over the break 
By Mike Leifeld 
Sports Editor 

Men's Basketball 

After losing to Adrian on Saturday 
and dropping to 2-9 overall, the 
Kalamazoo men's basketball team isn't 
off to the start they expected 

The Hornets started off the season 
shorthanded as they were injury-ridden, 
but with key players coming back and 
others stepping their game up, the hoops 
squad looks to be headed in the right 
direction. 

"I don't think the results have been 
what we expected coming in this season. 
With so many experienced players 
returning, we were hoping to get off to a 
better start," said coach Rob Passage. "But 
I knew our non-conference schedule was 
going to be challenging. We weren't in a 
much different situation last year coming 
into conference play and we were able 
to put it together and finish fourth in the 
league." 

With almost the full roster intact, 
the Hornets hope to pick up some much
needed wins in their upcoming MIAA 
league games. 

"We have experienced players 
coming back from injury and have guys 
who have played together for the last 
three years on the court," Passage said. 
"Things flow better now. Our offense 
runs more smoothly and our defense is 
tighter because we have guys that have 
been in the system together." 

If you weren't able to keep up with 
the team over break here's a synopsis of 
what you've missed: 

The Hornets started off the season 
in November, playing in the MOlmt St. 
Joseph tournament in Ohio, where they 
lost to Heidelberg, 69-44, and North Park, 
69-64. Henry McCain had a double
double scoring 16 points and grabbing 10 
boards against North Park. 

On Nov. 26, K returned to the 
friendly confines of Anderson Athletic 
Center to get their first win of the season, 
over Benedictine. Junior Pat Clancy had 
the hot hand, leading the Hornets with 23 
points on 9 of 13 shooting. McCain had 
another double-double, scoring 13 points 
with 12 rebounds. 

After the win, the team hit a skid, 
losing its next five games to Manchester, 
Chicago, Elmhurst, Grinnell and 
Otterbein. 

The loss to Grinnell was a 124-104 
shootout against a team notorious for 
their pressing and fast-paced style of play. 
Junior Mat Kellogg scored a season high 
30 points on 12 of 14 shooting and also 
had II rebounds. 

It wasn't until the consolation 
game of the Smokey Ballinger Classic 
tournament played at Otterbein (Ohio) 
on Dec. 30 that K was able to pick up 
its second win. Kellogg and senior Tyler 
Worst led the team with 16 points each as 
the Hornets went on to beat Hiram, 89-
8l. 

The Hornets started league play on a 
sour note as they lost to Hope 87-55 last 
Wednesday at home and then at Adrian 
77-65 on Saturday. Clancy scored 12 
against Hope and Kellogg had 17 against 
Adrian. 

The Hornets hope to get on track 
this week against league opponents Alma 
(played yesterday after The Index went 
to press) and Saturday against Tri-State 
at home. 

"We've practiced well as of late 
and we need to transfer that into games," 
Passage said. ''Tri-State is a very good 
team· one we've matched up with 
very well over the last few years and it's 
always a battle. The key to that game will 
be our perimeter defense which has been 
steadily improving for us." 

Women's Basketball 

The women's basketball team - a 
team that started the season with seven 
freshmen and six upperclassmen - has 
showed their inexperience at times this 
season, but has also showed flashes of 
brilliance. 

The K women lost five of their first 
six games and have played their way to a 
disappointing 3-10 record. 

But don't let the record fool you. 
This team is capable of competing. 

Three of their losses carne to the top 
three teams in the league - Hope, Calvin 
and Olivet. And the Hornets played a very 
tough non-conference schedule, losing to 
nationally ranked teams. 

With wins over MIAA foes Adrian 
in December and Alma on Saturday, the 
team improved its league record to 2-3 
and showed that it could compete in the 
MIAA. 

The Hornets seem to be coming on 
as of late. After being picked to finish last 
in the league, K certainly is turning some 

heads with their recent successes. 
In Saturday's win at Alma, junior 

Kelsea Howell and senior Sara Lappan 
paced the Hornets with 16 points apiece, 
and junior Therese Dernres added 
10 points and five assists. Freshman 
Nyemade Cooper 
had a double-double, 
scoring 13 points and 
grabbing 12 boards. 

Coach Tes 
Sobomehin Johnson 
believes that it is up 
to the team captains 
- Howell, Lappan 
and Demres - to 
lead the team for the 
rest of the season. 

to stay focused on building and teaching 
these young players what it takes to win 
and succeed. We like where we are right 
now in our progress so we must keep 
moving forward." 

The Hornets' next home game is 
Wednesday, Jan. 17, 
against Tri-State. 

Swimming 

The 
Kalamazoo 
College men's 
and women's 

"Kelsea Howell 
has been very 
consistent so far this 
year in scoring and 
rebounding (14.1 
ppg, 5.7 rpg)," she 
said. "And Therese 

Photol kzoo.edu 
Junior Kelsea Howell scored 16 points 

swim teams had a 
busy December, 
competing in the 
Eastern Michigan 
Invitational and 
traveling to Florida 
for their winter 
training trip in Fort 
Lauderdale. in Saturday's win against Alma. 

In the Eastern 
Demres and Sara Lappan will have to 
continue to contribute on the offensive 
and defensive end in order for us to be 
successful. " 

Sobomehin Johnson also knows that 
it is important for freshmen to continue 
to step up and have big games. Cooper 
leads the team with 7.5 rebounds per 
game and is second with 9.2 points per 
game. Briana Hendrix is also having a 
big year for the Hornets as she is third on 
the team in scoring and second in steals 
and assists. 

"Cooper and Hendrix have been 
awesome for us," Sobomehin Johnson 
said. "Briana has emerged as a perimeter 
shooter and a talented slasher to the 
basket. We expect her to continue to 
improve over the rest of the season. 
Nyemade has held her own very well 
in the league, drawing some of the 
toughest defensive assignments as well 
as establishing a presence in the post on 
offense." 

So, although the Hornets' 3-10 
overall record may look dreary, the 
young team will only get better as their 
upperclassmen leaders continue to leam 
to mesh with their growing freshmen. 

"In order to be successful for the rest 
of the season, we have to continue to build 
on our experiences, understand our roles, 
and go into each game with confidence," 
Sobomehin Johnson said. "With such 
a young team, the coaching staff has 

Michigan Invitational on Dec. 1 and 
2, the Hornets made a good showing, 
competing against Division I 
schools like the University of 
Michigan, Eastern Michigan and 
the University of North Dakota. 

Sophomore Katie Stefl led the 
way for the Hornets, setting three 
different school records. She broke 
the school records in the 200 fly 
(2:08.29), 500 freestyle (5: 11.51), 
and the 400 1M (4:37.40). 

For the men, Paul Ellis, Alfonso 
Espinosa, Bobby Dekker, and David 
Greiner swam their way to a fourth 
place finish in the 200 Medley 
Relay. 

Many·swimmers from the men's 
and women's teams set personal 
records at the meet as the men's 
team went on to take fourth place 
out of nine teams and women's 
seventh out of ten teams. 

During the winter training trip 
in Florida, the teams competed 
against Carleton College on Dec. 7. 
The men we.nt on to win the meet 
119-99 while the women lost 125-
83. 

So far this season the men have 
a 3-1 record in dual meets while the 
women are at 2-2. 

On Saturday, the teams will 
travel to Chicago to swim against 
Hope, Lake Forest and Wheaton. 
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Funding in 
the wake of 
Elbowfest's 
failure 
By Jesse Sampson 
Contributor 

Kalamazoo College is 
glimmering jewel of learnin 
and scholarship. It is a sterlin 
exemplar of the highest ideal 
of academics, intemationa 
cosmopolitanism, an 
community service. And it is 
place that, at times, can foste 
elitism. 

The sheepishness wi 
which K students oft 
confess their status - an 
the expectations of elitis 
that often follow it - are, 
unfortunately, inescapable p 
of the K experience. 

The administration 
knows this as well as anyone. 
They've even gone so far 
to incorporate it into the' 
strategic plan, clarning tha 
they want to "collaborate wi 
community partners on join 
ventures to improve the lives 0 

people in the Kalamazoo are 
and establish ways in which th 
College's campus can be mad 
physically more accessible an 
welcoming to the community." 

However, when studen 
and student organizatio 
attempt to hold events tha 
would help to make this avow 
goal a reality, the college is no 
always accommodating. 

In late November, th 
Elbowfest music festiva 
opened to a less-than-full 
house. In spite of the quali 
of the performers, the even 

organized by the colleg 
Music Performance Club t 
raise money for Woodwar 
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Another way to pay 
Stu Orgs seek alternatives to StuComm budgets 
By Kate Lutes 
S taffWriter 

Burt DeWilde, head of 
Kaleidoscope, K's lesbian! 
gay Ibisexual l transsex ual 
organization, found himself 
in a sticky situation last 
spring. Kaleidoscope had 
the annual task of organizing 
the Crystal Ball, a popular 
dance at K. There was 
entertainment to coordinate, 
decorations to order and 
food to arrange - all with 
$400 less than DeWilde 
expected. 

Consequently, 
Kaleidoscope had to cut 
back on its ambitious plans. 
Decorations were scaled 
back, refreshments were of 
lesser quality and alternative 
means of finances were 
sought to make ends meet. 

"The only way we got 
the DJ for so cheap was 
because he owed me a 
favor," DeWilde said . "No 
one would deejay for so 
little ." 

Many K College 
student organizations like 
Kaleidoscope are now 
seeking supplementary 
finances as a means to 
make up for what Student 
Commission denies them. 

As the K student 
government, StuComm is 
the students' campus voice. 
It has two departments: one 
that deals with educational 
issues and another to handle 
community concerns. 
StuComm reigns over 
many aspects of student 
life, including student 
organizations and their 
financial situations . 

To be officially 
recognized by StuComm, 
a prospective organization 
must meet certain criteria 
stated in its bylaws, 
including having "cultural, 
social, economic andlor 
educational advantages to 
the Kalamazoo College 
community," and displaying 
leadership independent from 
StuComm. A group seeking 

status must submit an 
official application, which a 
subcommittee reviews. The 
subcommittee can then give 
the application to the General 
Assembly for their approval. 
Once the organization is 
formed, it benefits from its 
association with K College, 
including "support units" 
like transportation and 
established meeting rooms. 

The vast majority of 
student organizations at K 
College depend on S tuComm 
for funds. The Passage, a 
publication of the Center 
for International Programs 
that showcases students' 
study abroad experiences, is 
one notable independently 
funded student organization. 
But one of few. 

Without StuComm's 
funding, K's organic farming 
club, D.I.R.T., would not 
have been able to install 
the walkways that lead up 
to its garden, nor would 
the Christian fellowship 
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From pain 
to art 
The poetic 
Journey 
ofDi Seuss 
By Thomas Gilchrist 
Contributor 

To Bob Seuss 
patrolling aboard the USS 
Nashville in the Pacific 
Ocean 50 miles away from 
the blast, the allied bombing 
of Hiroshima must have 
been a ray of hope. Bob 
knew that joining the navy 
was the worst decision of 
his life, but he didn't know 
that 19 years later he would 
die, due to complications 
from the nuclear radiation 
he was exposed to for five 
months. He didn't know 
that he would have a future 
daughter who would search 
through words for the 
meaning in his death. 

"It's not his story that 
inspired me to write, but 
his absence - the place 
he no longer filled," says 
Di Seuss, now the Writer 
in Residence at Kalamazoo 
College. "I had to walk 
around it, to understand. I 
write to make meaning. I 
write to hold on." 

Seuss, warrnlydaunting 
with penetrating eyes and a 
comforting smile, recalls 
even the smallest details 
of her father with ease. At 
the time of his death, the 
catalyst for her first words 
put down on a page, she was 
7 years old. 

Growing up hating 
the confinement and 
misunderstanding of public 
education, Seuss continued 
writing to escape. Unguided 

»Di: Page 4 
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KATE'S PEOPLE 

committee 

Name: Kevin McKenna 
Debs. K'07 
Birthday: April 16, 1985 
Hometown: Troy, Mich. 
Residence: Greenbriar Apart
ments on Lovell. 
Studies: English major, minor 
in atomIC interdiscliplimuy 
robotIc sciences 
Classes: Afiican American 
Literature. French 102. SIP 
Acthities: Cauldron poetry 

K Plan: studied abroad at Trinity College in Dublin. currently 
writing a poetry SIP 

Favorites: 
Sodexho entree: Burrito days- I would skip the whole 

burito structure and make a pyramid burrito out of everything 
available in the cafeteria that was vegetarian. 

Smell: That sort of rotten leaf smell when it has been 
raining for a long time. 

Texture: Wool. 
Childhood toy: Legos. But I was thinking today about 

these gloves that were shaped like fighter jets (so you could 
dog fight with your hands) that my brother and I used to play 
with, until they got taken away. 

Beatie: George Harrison. 
Font: I don't know.l 've actually been searchIng for a new 

font, to print my SIP in. So if anyone out in Index reader world 
wants to submit a good font. I'm open for suggcsttons. 

Article of clothing: The jeans that my mom gave me for 
Christma~. I also have a scarf from Trinity College that is 
pretty awesome. I really like my Birkenstocks too. 

Song: "Nightrocker" by The Chalets 
Class at 1(; The one where I got to live abroad for a year. 
Professor: Andy Mozina, English. 
Campus spot: I really like those fircplaces. But I like the 

swing behind Hoben best. 

If you were an animal cracker, what would you be and 
why? Is there a vampire animal cracker? J'd be a vampire 
animal cracker. Because it's badass. You can fly. you can 
drink blood. it would be awesome. 
List three adjevtives your friends would use to describe 
vou: Badass. badass. sneaky. 
List three adjectives you would use to describe yourself: 
Awesome. awesome. awesome. 
What are your passions? I like books a lot. And traveling. 
Signs. Macaroni and cheese. when mixed with tomato soup. 
I like any type of liquor. 
What brought you to K? Man. I don't know. I just ended up 
here, after many other colleges. 
If you could change one thing about the world, what would 
it be and why? I think everyone would get a puppy. And I 
think there are obvious reasons why. 

-complied by Kale Boehm. ExeClltil'e Editor 

The Index On the Quad 

Convocation puts racism in perspective 
By Jaclyn Sanders 
and Katie Wise 
Index Staff 

They look like an 
ordinary packet of jellybeans 
- green, red, yellow, orange, 
white and black. 

A tentative sniff of 
one reveals no scent. But 
these "Diversity Jellybeans" 
- handed out at the Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Convocation on Monday 
- represent more than just 
sugar and rotting teeth. 

Using the jelly beans as 
a foundation for the theme 
of the day, Karen Joshua
Wathel, chair ofthe Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Committee. 
explained that in this pack 
of jellybeans, yellow is not 
lemon. Green is not mint. 

"We need to judge people 
for who they are, not who we 
think they should be," Joshua
Wathel said while opening 
the morning convocation in 
the chapel. 

Dr. J. Louis Felton, 
president of the Northside 
Ministerial Alliance, 
continued the message put 
forth by Joshua-Wathel in his 
keynote address, speaking 
passionately on the subject 

of character. The main points 
of his speech focused on 
institutional racism. 

"The question is not 
whether or not you or I am 
a racist," Felton said, "the 
question is whether or not 
you or I live in structures 
that force us to think certain 
ways." 

"As we are getting 
better, conditions are getting 
worse," Felton said, referring 
to high child poverty levels, 
the lack of health care 
insurance, and the high 
dropout rate. 

He condemned 
Michigan's recently passed 
affirmative action ban 
for taking away the one 
chance for empowerment 
many people have. He was 
unafraid to challenge the 
idea of a neutral justice 
system, evoking the media 
image of the black criminal 
and attacking America for 
spending more money on 
prisons than on education. 

"Bringing in the political 
actions was very important 
because it roots the message 
in our current context," said 
Kat Curtis K'07. 

Before Felton's speech, 
Dr. Gail Griffin announced 

the winner of the annual 
Martin Luther King Jr. Essay 
Contest. This year's winner 
is Marcquel Pickett K'08. 
(To read an excerpt of his 
essay, see page 7.) 

The main floor of the 
chapel appeared mostly 
full, although there were 
still plenty of seats both on 
the main floor and on the 
balcony. 

"There was a really 
good presence from the 
community, but from the 
college community, there 
should have been more 
students," said Norika Kita 
K'07. 

Joshua-Wathel, 
however, said she was happy 
with the student presence at 
the convocation. 

At 2: 15 p.m., college 
community members joined 
a march that started on 
Western Michigan's campus 
and headed to downtown 
Kalamazoo. A solid mass 
of coats and hats of all 
sizes and colors armed with 
paperboard signs and a solid 
purpose, this group showed 
that although Martin Luther 
King Jr. is physically dead, 
his spirit continues to march 
on. 

Student Commission Election Results 
VICE PRESIDENT Keyontay Humphries INFORMATION 
Alaina Brinley SERVICES COMMITTEE 

CAMPUS LIFE Brad Bower 
SECRETARY COMMITTEE 
Jenny Thomson Monica Kim ATHLETIC COMMITTEE 

Joel Greenblatt MarcKorn 
PRDIRECTOR Kelly Lepper 
Rachel Van Wulfen EDUCATIONAL Mike Benson 

POLICIES COMMITTEE 
CAMPUS Derek Gianino ISSUE CHOICE VOTE: 
COMMISSIONERS Jaideep Karamchandani Should the school's constitution 
Owen Willis be amended to extend the vice 
Jessica Adams INTERl'IIATIONAL presidential position from a 
Marina Migliore POLICIES! one-quarter to a full-year term? 
Brittany Zawislak EXPERIENTIAL 
Melinda Schaller EDUCATION YES 135 NO 52 -

COMMITTEE The term duration will NOT 
CAMPUS COMMUNITY Rachel Witalec be changed, however, because 
COMMISSIONER Ilya Svintsitski less than 75 percent of voters 
Kyle Fletke voted "YES." 
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Budget: Stu Orgs seek grants, payout of own pockets 
From Front 
group InterVarsity be able to bring 
inspirational speakers to K. 

"InterVarsity couldn't function 
without [StuComm), but the process 
is really annoying," says Colin 
Alworth, head of InterVarsity. 

The budgeting process for 
StuComrn is a laborious one. 
Kalamazoo's Office of Student 
Development gives StuComm a 
large sum of money in the range 
of $20,000 (like last quarter) to 
$30,000 (like the fall quarter of 
2005). StuComm immediately 
takes out certain allotments stated 
in its bylaws, including a 7 percent 
reserve in case of a financial crisis, 
as well as money for two of K's 
publications, The Boiling Pot 
and The Cauldron, to ensure their 
issuance. The leftover money is then 
accordingly split up for the three 
quarterly budgets and approved by 
the finance director, a member of 
StuComm designated to oversee its 
financial aspects. 

Organizations then submit 
itemized budgets to take a shot at 
the remainder of the budget. They 
send a representative to give a 15-
minute presentation about their 
quarterly goals and the money 
required for them. The Financial 
Policies Committee then has the 
duty of allocating funds properly. 
Ten percent of the quarterly budget 
is !lsed to keep StuComm running. 

The committee must also allow 
for a quarterly gift fund, which 
contains extra money set aside for 
unforeseen, immediate needs after 
the budget is solidified. After all 
this initial allocation, the committee 
distributes money to the student 
organizations. 

"We give priority to events 
with multiple groups involved or 
big events on campus," StuComm 
Finance Director Dorian Jones 
says. 

After the initial allotments and 
prioritized events, there is only so 
much money left for organizations. 
Because StuComm is given a 
fixed amount of money by Student 
Development, they are unable to 
accommodate every organization's 
demands. InterVarsity requested 
$250 fall quarter and received 
a meager $75. The Index, K's 
newspaper and oldest student 
organization, now only applies 
to StuComm for printing costs, 
after being denied smaller budget 
requests like cameras, publishing 
programs and flash drives, says 
executive editor Kate Boehm. 

"We know they don't have the 
funds to give us anything extra, so 
we don't ask," she said. 

Student organizations are using 
alternative methods to get the funds 
necessary to achieve their goals. 
D.I.R.T. and InterVarsity have made 
use of monetary grants . InterVarsity 

received a grant from a K alumnus, 
which the group says it makes use 
of as much as possible. However, 
organizations are at the whims ofthe 
grant donor: InterVarsity members 
were not informed of the value of the 
grant, but were told that it could only 
be used for evangelical purposes. 
The Index solibts advertising 
from local businesses to bring in 
extra money. The Cauldron plans 
to create a financial manual for its 
future leaders to make the transition 
between leaders more efficient and 
to take less time initially to handle 
budgetary issues. 

More and more frequently, in 
order for organization leaders to 
make means, they resort to spending 
out of personal funds. For its 
features insert, The Index staff paid 
$300 out of pocket. InterVarsity 
leader Colin Alworth spent $50 
for food in this quarter, which the 
StuComm bylaws won't pay for. 
If all other options are exhausted, 
organizations sacrifice one project 
for a more important one. 

However, StuComm isn't a 
Scrooge-like figure looming over 
the campus. In the fall quarter of 
2005, StuComm on average gave 
organizations three-fifths of what 
was requested. It also accepts 
organizations' smaller requests, 
even ones that solely benefit the 
group; for example, StuComm 
funds support dinners which create 

an encouraging environment for 
Kaleidoscope members and a sense 
of community. 

Furthermore, StuComm plans 
to team with Student Development 
to organize a dialogue with 
organizations concerning outside 
monetary resources. This discussion 
will inform organizations of what 
their options are and how to go 
about finding resources. 

"The process about bringing 
m money is unclear," says 
Carrie Brankiewicz, Student 
Development's liaison for 
StuComm. "But we're creating a 
procedure to fix that." 

Now more than ever, 
organizations are struggling to 
keep up support and participation. 
With the renovation of Hicks 
Center, student organizations have 
scattered across campus, making 
it more difficult for interested 
students to locate and contact them. 
StuComm provides an exiguous $25 
for advertising, and posts meeting 
schedules in Carriage House for 
any interested students as a means 
of helping these organizations. Now 
many organizations aim to increase 
their visibility on campus to spark 
student interest and keep their 
respective legacies alive through 
financial and participatory support. 

"We want to become more 
visible to the student body," said 
Alworth. "Essential, even." 

From Senegal to Sodexho: The story of Marie Saillant 
By JUlian McLaughlin 
Staff Writer 

It's 1 p.m. on a Sunday 
afternoon, and the line at the 
omelet station is crowded. 
Students fill up plastic cups 
with meat and vegetables for 
Marie Saillant to cook. 

The students waiting in 
line do not merely receive 
an omelet from Saillant; 
they gam an experience. 
Saillant plays music as she 
cooks, sometimes African, at 
other times Portuguese. She 
pauses to adjust the volume 
or song and then resumes 
her task. Her pleasure in her 

work shows. 
"Cheddar or feta?" 

she asks with an acc~nt 

acquired from her childhood 
in Senegal. Saillant came to 
the United States in 1982 but 
encountered many detours 
before she arrived. She grew 
up poor, the youngest of nine 
brothers and sisters. Many 
times her family did not have 
enough to eat. As an infant, 
she underwent surgery 
due to complications from 
malnutrition. She disliked 
school because she would be 
hungry throughout the day. 

"I used to follow my 
mother to work when I was 

little," Saillant said. "She 
would say, 'You have to go 
to school.' Then I would 
ask her, 'Can 1 stay home 
and cook?'" Her love for 
cooking came from making 
dinner for her family. She 
also helped raise her 16 
nieces and nephews. 

"I wasn't very happy at 
all," she said. "But now I'm 
very grateful when I hear 
about all the people suffering 
that have a worse life than I 
did." 

Despite a difficult 
childhood, Saillant held onto 
her dream of becoming a 
cook. She spent some time 

in France when one of her 
sisters moved there, and after 
a few years, she settled in 
the United States, following 
the path of her mother and 
sisters. 

"They were fleeing 
poverty," Saillant said. 
After the death of her 
father, Saillant's mother 
encountered still more 
difficulty in supporting her 
family. 

Saillant has done 
nothing else but cook since 
arriving to m the United 
States. She lived in Rhode 
Island and attended culinary 
school, although cooking 

held a higher calling. 
"It's not because I went 

to school that I became a 
cook," Saillant said. "It's a 
gift from God." 

After school, Saillant 
worked for two American 
families before coming to 
Kalamazoo College nine 
years ago . She likes working 
in the college setting. "The 
students are the reason I 
am here," she aid. "Almost 
all of you are very good 
people." 

''I'm here, it's not for 
the money really, because 
it's not a lot of money. But I 
enjoy doing it." 
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Di: 'I write to make meaning, 1 write to hold on' 
From Front 
and unstructured in her style, she found 
find her mentor - and in turn, her 
voice in Dr. Conrad 'Con' Hilberry 
upon entering a poetry competition her 
sophomore year of high school. 

"It was some silly fantasy piece 
about a showboat captain, and me being 
his daughter," says Seuss. "But Con 
was one of the judges, and there was 
something there that he saw." 

Seuss would develop a close 
fuendship with Hilberry - now a 
professor emeritus of modem poetry 
and creative writing at K. As Hilberry 
continued to help foster Seuss' 
emerging voice, she was drawn to 
attend Kalamazoo College, where he 
was teaching. 

Seuss would not graduate from 1(, 
however. In 1977, she left "on a whim" 
for the poetic cliches and fantasies of 
New York City. 

"I think that she just felt confined 
by her education," says Seuss' mother, 
Norma. 

When SeliSS reached New York, 
she sought out a filmmaker fuend from 
K, Kevin Goldfarb, and the two soon 
fell "deeply, madly, crazi.ly, badly" in 
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love. A year and a half later, he was 
introduced to heroin on the set of a film 
and changed, becoming violent, stealing 
from Seuss to cover his obsession, even 
hitting her on occasion. Her mother 
came to visit, and told her later 
over the phone that, "If your 
father was still alive, he'd come 
and drag you out of this," says 
Seuss. 

But it was not that easy. 
"When you're in an abusive 

situation, and you have no where 
to go, its hard to leave," says 
Seuss. 

focus on allowing students to find, 
hone, and elaborate upon their own 
voice in their writing. 

"Her class is almost like therapy to 
help you find your voice," says theater 

With the divorce came financial 
instability, and, in 1999, the return of 
an old fuend. 

"Kevin would call every 
Christmas," says Seuss. "He apologized 

for how he treated me. He had 
been clean for two years." 

Di needed to provide 
for herself and her son, and 
her position as adjunct at K 
could no longer suffice. It was 
the response of her students, 
colleagues, fuends, and the 
actions of Provost Greg Mahler 
that allowed her to stay. 

Able to get away to another 
apartment, Seuss called her 
mother, who provided her with 
a credit card number, allowing 
Seuss to buy a plane ticket to 
leave New York. Seuss called 
Goldfarb before she left. 

Index file photo 
Seuss spent 15 years as a social worker before com-

"She clearly was a great 
teacher, and it was a need that the 
college had, so we created the 
'Writer in Residence' position 
for her," Mahler says. "It really 
worked out." 

"I told him that 1 was going 
With her job security now ing back to K, where she still acts as a therapist of sorts. 

guaranteed, Seuss was able to 
refocus on her poetry and teaching. 
Then, in Christmas 2003, Kevin 
stopped calling. 

back to pick up a few things before I 
left, and ifhe still cared for me, even one 
bit, that he wouldn't be there when I got 
there," says Seuss. "And he wasn't." 

Carrying nothing but her typewriter 
and her poems in her father's briefcase, 
Seuss got into a taxi and left the city 
that almost crushed her. She returned 
to Kalamazoo with a newfound interest 
in domestic violence, entering into 
Western Michigan's Graduate School of 
Social Work and receiving her Master's 
in clinical social work in 1981. 

For the next 15 years, Seuss 
would hold a private therapy practice 
m downtown Kalamazoo. Married 
with one son, she continued to write, 
drawing from her life and applying it 
to the page, staying in close contact 
with Hilberry, her dear fuend and 
mentor. When Hilberry offered Seuss 
a job to teach a fiction class at K, she 
accepted, and was reunited with her 
former college home and professors. 

"She fell in love with it," Norma 
says. "I think she found that teaching 
was what she was meant to do," 

Working as an adjunct professor 
and progressively teaching more and 
more classes, Seuss became influential 
in developing the creative writing 
program at K. 

"1 wanted the kids to get a sense 
of development in their writing, so 
1 proposed the three-part program," 
says Seuss. The three parts - intro, 
intermediate, and advanced poetry 

major Tyler Greene K'07. 
While Seuss allowed her students 

to express themselves freely, she did a 
little writing ofher own, too. A poem she 
wrote in 1998 entitled "Kansas" begins, 
"If a lifetime is North America, then 
I have reached Kansas." It chronicles 
herself at a mid-life crossroads: the 
restraint of her past, and the solitary, 
uninhibited fervor of her future. She 
was not aware of its prophetic value 
as a subconscious vision of the near 
future: the divorce from her husband of 
17 years. 

"We could say that our poems know 
more than we do about ourselves," says 
Seuss. "The divorce came totally out of 
left field. It was shattering. Yet, looking 
back, it saved my life." 

"She felt like being in that 
marriage, she was playing somebody 
that she wasn't;~ says Seuss' best 
fuend and colleague, Dr. Gail Griffin. 
"It made her domesticated, and 1 don't 
think she liked that. After, she became 
undomesticated, the Di 1 used to 
know." 

Reinvigorated artistically, SeliSS 
drew from the same effects that she felt 
when she had lost her father as a small 
child. 

"It had the same effects on me as 
the death of my father, but with different 
feelings," says Seuss. "Relationship 
brought new words to the page. Single 
parenting brought new words to the 
page." 

"I thought nothing of it. I figured 
that he must be happy now somewhere," 
said Seuss. But Kevin had overdosed 
on heroin during a trip to New York 
and died. 

Then, in 2004, Seuss fell on 
a patch of ice and shattered her 
leg. Unable to walk. for months, she 
became uncertain how to continue 
working and was forced to rely on her 
K community to embrace her with the 
support needed to help her through the 
trying pain. 

"The scary thing was having to be 
vulnerable again," says Seuss. 

Applying the lessons and pains of 
her life to her poetry, Seuss has learned 
to grow stronger and learn from her 
experiences. She applies them in the 
classroom in hopes that her students 
can learn from her own mistakes and 
recognize their own personal events 
in their lives as important. The spirit 
of her father still remains vivid in her 
tife, influencing her work and haunting 
her poetry. 

"Every human being has peaks 
and valleys," Norma says. 'They're 
what shape your life." 

Di Seuss took those valleys, and 
she transformed them into art. 

"Every loss is a revolution," says 
Seuss. "You either die, or you get 
creative." 
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First generation student working to help others like herself 
By Holly Catherine Gillis 
Staff Writer 

The adjustment of coming to 
college is an intense experience for 
every student, but what is it like 
for those who have no frame of 
reference, no way to relate? 

is the main coordinator of the group. 
Fox herself was a first-generation 
college student in Romania and 
understands the struggle of these 
students. 

"I often felt I never quite fit 
in," Fox said. She went on to say 
that "education was my ticket out." 
Currently in Romania, college is 
becoming more and more common. 
However, Fox's parents were not 
educated in a university. Despite 
this difference, Fox had what she 
calls a "strong intrinsic motivation. 
Experiences in elementary and 
middle school contributed to my 
motivation. " 

family to apply, she says. In addition 
to relatively no support from her 
family, there were 750 students 
applying for the 50 spots in the 
program. Fox was almost certain 
she would not get in. 

She was the 25th applicant 
accepted. Although her parents gave 
her very "little [emotional] support 
and no tangible support, [her father] 
could not find the words to tell me 
how proud he was," Fox said. 

framework" from which to build, 
said Ponto, who added that some 
of these students are symbolically 
representing their whole families. 
"Many students could really identify 
with Adriana's story." 

At K, there are 34 first
generation students in the class of 
2010 and 29 in the class of 2009, 
according to the Stryker Center for 
Service Learning. Fox says these 
students tend to be minorities, come 
from low income households, have 
more familial responsibilities and 
have a higher dropout rate. Due to 
less parental support, these students 
also can have a duller sense of 
motivation, they tend to take classes 
part-time, work full-time, and their 
education is a deliberate attempt 
to improve social, economic and 
occupational standing. 

The Counseling Center has 
taken this question seriously through 
a new support group for first
generation college students at K. 
In a meeting last spring, the group 
- which consists of members of 
the Counseling Center, the Stryker 
Center for Service Learning and 
other faculty and administration 
members - directed its focus 
toward one question: "Does K give 
first-year first-generation students 
the edge they need?" 

A first-generation college 

During Fox's undergraduate 
education, she began to feel like she 
was spending half her time in one 
world and half her time in another. 
The dichotomy between her family 
life and her academic life was 
stressful. 

student is defined as a student 
whose parents did not attend college 
or earn a college degree. 

Entrance into university in 
Romania is very competitIve. 
Students must take two or three 
written exams - each of which 
requires the memorization of one or 
two books per exam. Fox hoped to 
attend the University of Bucharest 
and study psychology. No one in 
her immediate or extended family 
thought she was going to get in 
because she was the first in the 

"I felt inadequate despite 
academic success and constantly 
questioned my intellectual ability 
and whether I belonged there," 
Fox said. "I tried to merge the two 
cultures ... got into arguments 
with my father because he didn't 
understand my academic life." 

Students interested in 

Adriana Fox is an intern at the 
Counseling Center who, along with 
the director of the center, Pat Ponto, "It's like not having a 

aI/ending the meetings can contact 
the Counseling Center through ' 
the intranet site or Pat Ponto 
(pponto@kzoo.edu) or Adrialla Fox . 
(afox@kzoo.edu). 

Counseling Corner: What is perfectionism, and do you have it? 
By Julie Meredith Davis 
Contributor: Counseling Center 

"No. Not yet. The picture 
needs to move a 318 inch to the 

. left. Now. wait. Yes. Perfect. " 
"J can ~ believe J only made 

a 98 all that test. 1 studied for 
hours. " 

"Well, of course I'll stay 
late. The job isn ~ done yet and 
everything has to be just right 
before the presentation next 
week. " 

Do any of the expressions 
above sound familiar? If so, you 
may very well be a perfectionist. 
What's wrong with that, you 
ask? How can striving for 
perfection be a negative quality? 
The ar!Swers are simple: 
Perfectionism is NOT about 
success. In fact, perfectionism 
rarely ends in success. Striving 
for perfection is actually an 
attempt to achieve highly 
unrealistic goals. 

Inevitably, perfectionists 

miss the intended goal, not for 
lack of effort or knowledge, 
but simply because the end 
result was unattainable. 
Because perfectionists are 
unwilling to accept that their 
goals are skewed, there IS 

constant pressure and anxiety 
to "get it right." And when the 
goals are missed, once again, 
perfectionists self-exarnine and 
decide that they should have 
done something differently and 
then determine that things will 
"be better" next time. 

Because perfectionists 
typically associate tasks with 
love and acceptance, their 
self-esteem IS, consequently, 
connected with recognition 
and approval by others. As 
a result, relationships can be 
particularly tenuous. Having 
their identity wrapped up in 
"successfully" reaching a stated 
goal, perfectionists ultimately 
fear rejection for being found 
out to be "inferior." Often, these 

individuals will become "bubble 
boys" to protect their fragile 
sense of worth from criticism. 

Just as detrimental, 
perfectionists often expect the 
people around them to be perfect 
and assume that everyone either 
does or "should" have the same 
beliefs that they do. Either 
way, perfectionists usually 
end up emotionally isolating 
themselves, which further 
demands that they perform and 
get acceptance from someone. 

As with any thoughtlbeliefl 
behavior, however, it can be 
changed To begin the joumey 
away from perfectionism, 
consider the following steps: 

1. Red e fin e 
perfectionism: Instead of it 
being something good that shows 
someone their value, recognize 
perfectionism as something 
detrimental. Worth can be found 
within, and acceptance and 
success should be determined 
based on self-assessment. 

2. Set realistic goals: 
Remember to establish 
short-range and long-range 
goals. Also, include tangible 
benchmarks to help you realize 
that you have accomplished 
a certain portion of your goal. 
Think about goals like eating 
a pie: Unless you are a giant, 
it is impossible to consume an 
entire pie with one bite. Think 
of each bite as a benchmark for 
the ultimate goal of total pie 
consumption. In this way, each 
bite (each benchmark) becomes 
an affirmation of your mounting 
and consistent success and not 
an indication of what you still 
have to do. 

3. Identify and 
deal with the emotions: 
Depression, anxiety, fear. 
These are powerful emotions. 
Negative emotions, but still 
very powerful. Give yourself 
penmsslOn to question and 
answer. Ask yourself: "Why?" 
"Why am I so sad?" "What arn 

I afraid of?" Allow yourself to 
explore these questions and 
wait for the ar!Swers. From the 
ar!Swers, you will know how to 
proceed. 

4. Changeyourthought 
about success: Success is not 
"all or nothing." As with most 
things, success exists on a 
continuum. Even though you , 
may not have accomplished 
your ultimate goal, you may 
still have had success. Think 
of the different benchmarks 
along the way. How many 
of these did you reach with 
success? And, at which point 
did you begin to struggle? 
By identifying, honestly and 
openly, where you did well and 
where you made mistakes, you 
will be able to grow and learn. 
In this way, the old cliche is 
right: You can learn from your 
mistakes. Mistakes do not have ~ 
to indicate inferiority; rather, 
they become a spot from which 
learning springs. 
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Elbowfest: Good idea, little publicity, one broke semor 
From Front 
Elementary's music program and to 
build community - flopped. 

Students in attendance at the event 
cited poor publicity and indifference 
among the student body as possible 
reasons for the low numbers. In the end, 
the event while praised as "great" by 
several of the attendees who witnessed 
the bip-hop and avant-garde jazz -
failed to generate a profit, much less 
the efflorescence of community feeling 
anticipated by club head Garret Felber 
K'07. 

The event followed a formula 
known to anyone who ever attempted to 
stage an event at K College: great idea, 
no good pUblicity. As such, it did not 
attract an audience in numbers sufficient 
to tum a profit. Felber submitted a budget 
that would allow the show to break even, 
even in case of low attendance. This 
budget, however, included a corporate 
donation which failed to materialize, in 
spite of sustained ·efforts to secure it by 
the college's Director of Corporate and 
Foundation Relations, Angela Graham. 

With the event over budget and 
the funding from the corporate sponsor 
anticipated to make up the shortfall stuck 

protection I expanded 

on some desk, Felber found himself on 
the horns of a dilemma. 

"The option was, you pay $1,095 
by Friday, or the Music Club goes on 
probation," Felber said, shaking his 
head. "So it's either pay the $1,095, or 
run the Music Club into the ground." 

Based largely on advice Felber 
received from retired Associate Dean of 
Students Barb Vogelsang, who declined 
an interview for logistical reasons, he 
presumed that the Music Club would, 
in line with section 8.5 of the Student 
Commission bylaws, end up on 
probation until they repaid their debts. 

No one was clamoring to repay 
such an extravagant sum, and the 
probationary period for the organization 
would likely have been indefinite. This 
outcome may have been far from ideal, 
but things were about to take a turn for 
the disastrous. 

While Vogelsang originally 
indicated that the club Felber co-leads 
would bear responsibility for the debt, 
in a later meeting with former Assistant 
Dean of Students Kate Lake and 
Provost Greg Mahler, it became clear to 
Felber that the college would hold him 
personally responsible. 

"[Mahler] 
said to me, 
'You are 
responsible 
for paying 
this,' and if 
you don't pay 
it, we'll put it 
on your school 
bill," Felber 
said. As for the 
remainder of 
the debt, Felber 
said it cost 
him $1 ,000 

tf you' corrmlt\ d to expo: ndlng customer relahcmshlps and care about doing 
what's I9h1 ;01 yl IT custom ,w W,;lnt you to JOIn our mnova1NE' team today. 

of personal 
money for 
various 
expenses 
within the 
college, 
including 
facilities rental 
and security. 
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W hen 
asked about 
it, Lake, who 
used to oversee 
student 
activities, 

responded fuzzily. "I don't have any 
answer because I don't oversee that." 
According to Lake, organizations 
usually are the ones culpable for budget 
shortfalls. "My understanding is that 
organizations 
are responsible 
for the funding, 
so they would go 
on probation." 

"I took 

such an event was the real culprit. 
"I think that this is an anomaly in 

every way," she said. "And because 
it's anomalous, I think the college isn't 
really set up to deal with someone 

with his vision 
and energy. I 
hope people 
learn some 
lessons from 
this, because 
there should 
be processes 
in place that 
would prevent 
this from 
occur[)ng 
again." 

care of finding 
out what the 
final balance 
was, and then 
communicatedit 
with the people 
involved," Lake 
said. "Other 
than that, I 
reallydon'thave 
in vol vemen t 

Photo/Jesse Sampson 
Maurice Brown plays the trumpet at Elbowfest. 

The final 
picture is 
not entirely 
gloomy. "We 

with the situation. I did not attend 
Elbowfest. I did co-sponsor the event 
with Garrett. I would say that if people 
know about it, then it would be between 
them and Garrett." 

Mahler took a slightly different 
stance. "Creating a sense of community 
on campus is one of the president's 
main goals, and I think we all agree," 
he said. As for building ties with the 
community off campus? "It 's a lot 
less clear how we'll go about doing 
that," Mahler said. "Certainly no one 
wants to build a 'K Bubble' around 
campus." 

When asked about Elbow fest, 
Mahler was less than effusive. "All 
I'm going to say about it is this : It 
was a good idea, and it's unfortunate 
that it didn't work out." He declined 
to elaborate on either his personal role 
in the event, or on whether anything 
is happening to help prevent a similar 
outcome in the future. 

Alison Geist, the director of 
Kalamazoo College's Stryker Institute 
for Service Learning, praised Felber 's 
ambition, but lamented this failure 
in the college's ability to support 
events on such a scale. "It's really 
unfortunate that we don't have better 
mechanisms at the college that can 
support something like this." 

Geist stressed that, in light of the 
unprecedented nature of the event 
and of the recent personnel shuffling 
occurring in Student Development, a 
lack of a space within the system for 

have lots of students with vision and 
energy who are transforming both our 
college and the broader community," 
Geist said. 

New Dean of Students Sarah 
Westfall agreed that, in the future, if a 
student were to try to organize an event, 
and they followed the procedures that 
are already in place, then that student 
wouldn't have anything to worry 
about. "Assuming that the procedures 
are reasonable, and there's budgetary 
support, and other sorts of things are 
in place, I don't see why a student 
couldn't help pull together something 
new and interesting and innovative," 
Westfall said. 

Felber, while disappointed and 
a little broke, remains philosophical 
about the affair. Praising Geist and 
members of Student Development, 
he. said, "My experiences with 
Student Development have been 
overwhelmingly pOSItive, but it 
doesn 't matter how positive they are if 
the financial means aren't there." 

Felber IS still personally 
responsible for the money. 

A press release praising Elbowfest 
entitled "Kalamazoo College Student 
Organizations Doing Things" doesn't 
tell the whole story. In response to 
the press release, Felber quipped that 
sometimes "it's not about Kalamazoo 
College Student Organizations doing 
things as much as it's about them 
doing things in spite of Kalamazoo 
College." 
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MLK Jr. Day Essay Contest Winner 
'We are still a nation that allows unjust treatment' 

The following is an 
excerpt from the winning 
enlfy submitted for the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Essay 
Contest. It was written by 
Marcque/ Pickett, K '08. 

Finding groups of 
people that have similarities 
to those of our own is 
always a feeling of elation. 
But when does it come to 
a point where our world, 
our country, and even more 
locally, Kalamazoo College, 
must halt the formation of 
subgroups that allow us to 
move away from reality. 

The reality is that people 
must be tolerant of others, 
even when they are leaps 
and bounds away from their 
comfort zones. The further 
that we branch out from 
our origin, we continue to 
shift away from the need to 
be tolerant, understanding, 
and conversant with others, 
subsequently causing us to 
divert more resources, people, 
and knowledge away from 
Dr. King's dream of equality. 
The further we move away 
from each other, people begin 
to feel like they share nothing 
in common at all because 
they can no longer see where 
they were once the same. 

We, as a nation of people 
of all colors, are guilty of 
allowing both the majority 
and the minority to foster a 
belief that people of color 
must be given something 
for free. I view this as the 
principal cause of why some 
feel issues like welfare 
and affirmative action are 
unjust and why others have 
unfortunately used their skin 
color as an excuse not to 
produce. Both instances are 
products of people, yet again, 
being judged by the color 
of their skin and not by the 
content of their character. 

A nation of capitalistic 
ideals ·with such a magnitude 
as the United States is a 
prime location for individuals 
to be rewarded for their 
incessant racist behaviors. 
This perpetual cycle of 
learned fear and hate makes 
each person feel vindicated 
in their need to have more 
than the next, and if someone 
else struggles to reach the 
same point of success, it 
is the fault of no one but 
themselves. Collectively, 
whites have used this outlook 
to characterize people of 
color. Whites even of this 
current time and of the most 
recent generations are no 

CHEERS and JEERS 

more prepared to discontinue 
their stigmas of skin color 
than their ancestors; leaving 
people of color in a position 
only to feel ostracized. 

Perhaps Dr. King's dream 
seems more obtainable in an 
era where people collectively 
choose to struggle against 
blatant racism and inequality. 
We can't ignore our nation's 
behavior and history when 
we consider the state of 
current affairs. Today, 1 see 
a numb nation because we 
have been forced to focus on 
current events such as 9/11, 
the war in Iraq, AIDS, and 
naturaVmanmade disasters, 
such as Hurricane Katrina. 
Even in times of disaster 
and devastation, we are still 
a nation that allows unjust 
treatment to certain groups. 
I don't believe that in 1963 
or 2007, a man's character 
defines or predicts his role. 
However, I do believe his 
racial, socio-economic, and 
political status continues 
to influence how he will be 
treated, or mistreated, and 
ultimately valued. 

The entire text of 
Pickett:S award-winning 
essay can be read at www. 
kzoo.edulindex. 

A special Index Editorial staff Cheers and Jeers 

Cheers: To people learning to use commas. 

Jeers: To The Index getting stuffed in closets by offices on campus. 

Cheers: To the MLK Day Committee for bringing in an excellent speaker 
and for everyone that turned out and made the day a success. 

Jeers: To people that take up two parking spaces. 

Cheers: To Fac Man for effectively salting the sidewalks on Monday. 
Our wrists and our bums are grateful. 

Jeers: To the library closing at 10 p.m. on a Friday 
when people are still working on their SIPs. 
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WILL'S PHOTO POLL 
Who do you think 

the United States would 
elect president first: a woman, 
or an ethnic minority male? 

I think a woman. An eth
nic minority would de
pend on who it is. With 
men or women, there is 
not much of a gradient, 
but with racial differ
ences there is a big grey 
area. 

-Komai Chughtai K' 10 

Oh God, I don't know 
the answer to that. No 
one knows the answer to 
that. 

-Tim Harlan-Marks K'07 

We think racism is some
thing in the past. Racial 
prejudice is deeply en
grained in the hearts of 
man. I don't see how the 
majority of white people 
would elect a minority. 

-Pretty Segwai, 
IntI. Student, Botswana 

I think of how male
dominated our country is 
... If it wasn't for Hillary 
Clinton, I'd say the male 
ethnic minority. 

-Trevor Hough K'08 

" 

~ 

Compiled by Will Walkington, Art Editor. ~ 
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A slew ofHomets swimming their way to national recognition 
By Roger Garfield 
Executive Editor 

At the completion of the swim 
team's season, some wholesale 
changes will have to be made. Not 
to the team's roster, but rather, to the 
large record board on the wall of the 
natatorium. 

On both the men's and the 
women's sides, the Hornets have 
turned in some stellar performances 
this season. 

Freshman Alfonso Espinosa, 
who swam the 100 Breaststroke in 
56.61 at the team's Eastern Michigan 
Invitational in early December, is 
ranked second in the nation for that 
event. He also ranks 11 th in the country 
in the 200 Breast, with a time of 
2:07.29. 

Fellow first-year Paul Ellis has 

the third fastest time in the country in 
the 100 Backstroke (51.29). 

Both Ellis and Espinosa have 
bolstered the Hornets' relay teams in 
their inaugural campaigns, as well. 
The 200 medley quartet of Ellis (back), 
Espinosa (breast), sophomore Bobby 
Dekker (fly) and freshman David 
Greiner (free) has already broken a 
school record with a time of 1 :33.27 
and is ranked second in the country. 
The 400 medley team - of the same 
makeup, except with freshman Ben 
Dmitruk swimming anchor in place 
of Greiner swam a 3.28.61 at EMU 
and is ranked sixth in the nation. 

The individual performances of 
Espinosa and Ellis and the relay tearns 
have all qualified for NCAA Division 
III national cuts. 

For the women, sophomore 
Katie Stefl has already broken three 

school records and qualified for a 
national cut in two events - the 200 
Fly (2:08.29) and the 400 Individual 
Medley (4:37.40). She is ranked 
eighth in the fly and 12th in the 1M 
nationally. 

Freshman Barret Myers also 
made a national cut. She is ranked 
11 th in the country in the 200 breast, 
with a time of2:26.61. 

The fast swims at EMU didn't 
surprise Hornets head coach Kathy 
Milliken. "I knew we were going to 
have a strong team coming into the 
season," she said. 

But don't expect any times of 
similar quickness in the next three 
weeks, she says. 

"We typically don't rest for our 
dual meets, even more so than a lot 
of teams out there," Milliken said. "If 
you rest them for dual meets, they're 

not going to taper quite as weIl, and 
we taper better than anyone in the 
conference. " 

Before the MIAA Championships 
in February, the Hornets have three 
meets to tune up. Milliken says it 
wiIl allow her to experiment and 
move people around so she can figure 
what events they will swim at the 
conference meet. 

First up for the women is St. 
Mary's College tomorrow. Both 
teams head to Calvin on Saturday, 
then they're back home to take on 
Olivet on Saturday, Jan. 27. 

In the end, MiIliken hopes the 
end-of-the-season taper enables as 
many Hornets as possible to compete 
at the national meet in Houston in 
March. 

Said Milliken: "They've set their 
goals really high." 

K Hoops: Women's and men's cagers struggle to find rhythm 
By Mike Leifeld 
~ports Editor 

The women's basketball 
team had trouble finding its 
shooting touch last week as 
it lost to Albion, 80-42, and 
Saint Mary's, 72-40. 

The Hornets traveled to 
Albion on Wednesday, Jan. 
10, for an MIAA contest but 
couldn't produce any offense. 
They shot just 25.5 percent 
from the field including 3-for-

14 from behind the arc. 
In another league contest 

the Hornets lost at Saint 
Mary's on Saturday and again 
had shooting woes. They shot 
23.4 percent in the loss, which 
dropped the Hornets to 2-5 in 
league play. Junior Kelsea 
Howell had 10 points. 

Kalamazoo hopes to get 
back on track this week when 
it plays Calvin at home on 
Saturday. 

The men's basketball 

House of Cards By Caleb Waldron 

I ",.,...,t m~ 
MotVo.tiOh fo be. 
to.sed off of 
hope, hot f&~r 

team lost a last-second 
heartbreaker to Tri-State on 
Saturday, 69-68. 

After a Tri-State missed 
free throw, the Hornets got 
the ball back trailing by one 
with 10 seconds left and a 
chance to win the game. But 
Pat Clancy's runner rimmed 
out and Mat Kellogg's tip
in attempt as time expired 
missed, sending the Hornets 
to their fourth straight Joss 
and a 2-11 record. 

Kalamazoo trailed 40-31 
at halftime but jumped out the 
gate in the second half and 
knotted the score at 50 with 
13 minutes left in the game. 
The rest of the half was a 
seesaw battle until Tri-State 
took the lead for good with 
three minutes left. 

Clancy led K with 18 
points, including some clutch 
3-point shooting down the 
stretch that gave the Hornets 
a chance to win the game. He 

also had four boards and five 
assists. Kellogg had 13 points 
and eight rebounds. Tyler 
Worst and Brad Brinkman had 
nine points. 

The Hornets also lost last 
Wednesday at Alma, 64-56. 
Their league record is at 0-4. 
Clancy scored 15 points and 
puIled down 12 rebounds. 
Kellogg had 17 and 8. 

They play Saturday at 
Olivet and Wednesday at 
Calvin. 
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Campus TV 
to launch 
variety 
show 
By Lisa Phillips 
Staff Writer 

Carson. Leno. 
Letterman. Conan. 
These are the names 
synonomous with late
night television. 

Kalamazoo College 
students have long 
enjoyed the jokes and 
jabs of these entertainers 
after unwinding after 
long days. 

But in the coming 
weeks, students can look 
forward to seeing a new 
type of variety show on 
late-night television, one 
featuring some familiar 
faces. 

K TV is in the 
preliminary stages of 
starting up Kalamazoo 
College's own variety 
show, featuring K 
students and faculty. 
Although planning is 
still in the early stages, 
producers Tyler Greene 
K'07 and Dhera Strauss, 
campus video specialist 
and instructor, are very 
optimistic about the 
possibilities for this 
endeavor. 

"This is a fantastic 
opportunity for all 
different departments 
to gather to produce 
something for the 
students, by the students," 
Greene said. 

Greene and Strauss 
hope for the show to 
function much like other 

> >K TV: Page 2 
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Move over study abroad 
Culture comes home: Domestic immersion experiences at K 
By Lauren S. Trager 
Features Editor 

Imagine packing your 
bags, preparing mentally, 
physically and emotionally 
for the experience of a 
lifetime. You've gone 
through the orientation 
programs; you were selected 
long ago via the application 
process. But instead of 
hopping a flight to locales 
overseas for study abroad, 
you simply open your front 
door. 

K College emphasizes 
the importance of learning 
about foreign cultures. But 
amid talk of Thailand and 
China, Senegal and Scotland, 
where does America fit 
in? With all its emphasis 
on internationalization 
and study abroad, does K 
College give its students 
the same chance to explore 

American cultures? 
Forty years ago, the 

creation of the "K-Plan" 
solidified experiential 
education as a cornerstone 
for valuable learning. 

The experiential 
education portion of K 
College's website defines 
this type of learning: 
"Simply put, experiential 
education is 'Iearning-by
doing.' It is hands-on and 
partIcIpatory. Experiential 
learning offers the 
opportunity to deepen and 
contextualize intellectual 
thought." 

And for years, K 
College led the way in 
experiential education 
through extensive cultural 
immersion experiences in 
the form of study abroad. 
The Center for International 
Programs now offers 45 
sites of study and 80 percent 

of the student body chooses 
to study abroad, according 
to the CIP. 

Throughout the college, 
faculty, staff and students 
agree that a cultural 
immersion experience plays 
an imperative role III a 
student's education. 

"It's a hugely, highly 
valued part of your 
core experience III your 
education," said Dr. 
Michael Sosulski, German 
professor and head of 
a special task force re
evaluating intercultural 
communication. He 
criticized other institutions 
attempting to copy K's 
model for study abroad. "It's 
just not our way anywhere 
else." 

Spanish major Lauren 
Bloom K'07 agrees, noting 
her experiences abroad as 

»Home: Page4 

Trials of 
travel 
Adapting to 
life atK 
By Adam Bezemek 
Index Staff 

With quick, choppy 
steps, his short legs pumping 
as fast as they can go, 
Onkabetse Nkane hullies up 
the hill on Academy Street. 
He's late for class. The hood 
of his off-white sweatsJ:rirt 
covers his shiny, bald head. 
No one notices. Just like 
every other day, nobody 
stops to greet him. 

Nkane is a 22-year-old 
international student from 
Gaborone, a large city in 
Botswana, Africa. Unlike 
back home where he has 
many friends, Nkane feels 
lonely here. He does not have 
many mends. He spends 
most of his time focusing on 
his business classes which, 
taught in English, his second 
language, have proven to be 
difficult. 

According to Angela 
Gross, assistant director of 
the Center for International 
Programs, Nkane is one of 
33 international students 
from 10 different countries 
enrolled at K., which is one 
of the largest groups of 
international students ever 
on campus. Gross also said 
that in an attempt to help 
diversify K., the college 
is trying to bring in more 
international students. 

Gross and other 
members of the CIP devote 
much of their time to helping 
the international students 
acclimate to life at K and in 
the United States. The CIP 
sets up every international 

»International: Page 3 
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KATE'S PEOPLE 

Favorites: 

Name: Ashley Gregory. 
K'08 
Birthday: April 4. 1986 
Hometown: SI. loUIS, Mo. 
Residence: Hoben 316. 
Studies: HDSR n13)Or, for
mer Spanish minor. 
Classes: Greek Mythology. 
Quantitative Analysis and 
Stati~tical Reasoning. Chris
tian Theology. 
Acthities: K Che.:r, Frelon 

Sodexho entree: They had sushI once my freshman 
year, which was wonderful. 1 also like the cheese fries. 

Smell: Abnost any type of food that someone else is 
cooking. 

Texture: 1 like to pet my dog, a Yorkie named Schro
eder. 

Childhood toy: I had this newborn doll that I nanled 
Bebe my mom got me when I was very little. I wa~ ob
sessed with it; I bad to get a new one because I wore mine 
out. 

Beatie: I'm not partial to any of The Beatles. but I re
ally like JOM Lennon's son. Sean Lelmon. 

Font: COlllic Sans. 
Altic1e of clothing: I have so many shoes. from stilet-

tos to boots. and earrings, 1 have way too Illany eamngs. 
Song: "Freebird" by Lynard Skynard 
Class at K: Boatwright's Intro to Psychology. 
Professor; Kim Cummings, Sociology. 
Campus spot: Beaners. 
Quote: TIle Serenity Prayer. 

If you were an animal cracker, what would you be and 
why? I'd be a giraffe. I'm short and have problems reach
mg up high for things; giraffes have no trouble with that. 
List thr('e adjevtives your friends would use to describe 
you: Friendly. a little ditzy, but smart. 
List three adjectives you would use to describe yourself: 
Dedicated. friendly. goofball, flighty 
What are your passions'! Music, Illy family and friends, 
and animals. I'd do anything for them if I could. 
\Vhat brought you to K? It was so random. I had never 
heard of it before, but had this great college representitive 
at Illy high'chool college fair, he called me at home and 
arranged a visit. When I got here. I was amazed at how 
friendly the students were and how helpful the professors 
were. 
If you could change one thing about the world, what 
would it be and why? I cOllSlder myself a fairly open
minded person and I believe people dwell too much on 
race, sexual preferences, etc. Without those barriers we 
could learn so much about each other, differences are so 
important. Plus. people should really stop polluting. 

-compiled b} Kate Boehm. Exccutivc Editor 

The Index On the Quad 

Letter to the Editor 
To the editor: 

I was recently quoted 
10 an Index article about 
alcohol abuse on campus 
as saying: "You work hard, 
you play hard." In no way 
am I trying to retract that 
statement. However, I would 
like to place that quote in its 
necessary context and clarify 
a few personal beliefs that 
come along with it. 

Kalamazoo College is 
a challenging environment 
for most of us . Working 
hard is synonymous 
with the K-Plan. Comps, 
homework, tests, papers, 
jobs, challenging classes 
and club commitments leave 
little time for an active 
social life or solitary down 
time. This is why most of 
us try to thoroughly enjoy 
what little free time we 
have during our weekends. 
Lots of K students drink on 
the weekends, sometimes 
excessi vely. 

This is not a new 
phenomena. I sincerely 
doubt our weekends at K are 
all that different from other 
colleges. That stated, it does 
not take an Index article or a 
stats survey to help us fully 
comprehend the problems 
behind alcohol abuse. 

I would like this 
campus community to fully 
comprehend that in no way 
was my quote an attempt to 

justify alcohol abuse. The 
majority of us have first hand 
knowledge of the dangerous 
situations that seem to 
revolve around alcohol 
abuse. Furthermore, it was 
certainly not an attempt 
to justify, rationalize or 
vindicate predatory sexual 
misconduct, drunk driving 
and the slew of other 
detrimental racist, sexist 
and homophobic incidents 
that commonly take place at 
K parties. 

Drinking will continue 
at K, that much is inevitable. 
It is up to those of us who 
throw parties to create a 
positive environment for 
drinking. In my mind, and in 
my house, that means a few 
things. First and foremost, 
people should not drink and 
drive. It sounds incredibly 
simple, but party hosts have 
a fundamental responsibility 
to insure no one drives away 
from a party drunk. Take the 
keys away and let people 
crash on your floor if you 
have to. 

Second, make sure 
that people never leave 
a party alone. Drinking 
makes people vulnerable 
targets. Many of us have 
been harassed. mugged or 
sexually threatened while 
walking home from parties. 

No party host should 
tolerate any kind of sexist, 
homophobic or racist 

commentary. There are many 
party occasions where I am 
slightly perturbed, if not 
offended, by homophobic 
comments directed towards 
myself or others. Going 
to a party should be about 
having a good time, and that 
type of comqlentary creates 
a hostile atmosphere. 

Finally, a party host is 
responsible for people who 
are drinking in excess and 
become extremely drunk. 
After bartending for some 
time, I realize it's not an 
easy situation, but cutting 
people off can be necessary, 
if not lifesaving. If a 
situation ever gets beyond 
the party host's control, it 
is important to get them the 
help they need. That may be 
a friend or an ambulance. 

I hope this letter helps 
clarify my personal view 
concerning alcohol use on 
this campus. All of us have 
a personal responsibility 
to understand our limits 
and realize the p.olemic 
situations that alcohol abuse 
may place us in. Campus 
awareness should not just 
be centered around cirrhosis 
from binge drinking, but 
what we can all do to create 
a safer party atmosphere, be 
it as a guest at a party or the 
host. 

Sincerely, 
Nicholas Curwen, K'07 

K TV: New variety show seeks talent, crew 
From Front 
late-night talk shows. such 
as "Late Night with Conan 
O' Brian" or "The Daily 
Show with Jon Stewart." 
The producers plan on 
having K students act as 
hosts and reporters on the 
hour-long show, which will 
feature department guests. 
comedy sketches, debates, 
student-led discussion, and 
live music. 

Most likely to air in the 
11-12 p.m. time slot, Greene 
and Strauss would love to 
see the show run several 
times a week. 

Scheduled to start as 
early as the end of next 
week, this variety show 
is open to all new ideas 
and proposals. All types 
of participation is needed 
and encouraged, including 
camera operators and 

crew, reporters, debaters, 
musIcians and directors . 
"Basically anyone interested 
in either the production or 
artistic side of television," 
Greene said. 

Anyone interested in 
being a part of this show 
- for the duration of the 
quarterorjust for one filming 
- should watch for campus 
fliers and announcements 
about an upcoming 
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International: Connections difficult for visiting students 
From Front 
student with a local host family. Unlike 
typical host families, the students do 
not live with them. The host family 
takes their student out two or three 
times a month to show them what life in 
America is like. 

Nkane enjoys spending time with 
his host family. In the fall, they took 
him to a Western Michigan University 
football game at Waldo Stadium. 

"I really enjoyed the football game," 
Nkane said. "I am really interested in 
American football. I would like to learn 
more about it." 

Despite the efforts of the CIP, many 
of the international students still have 
trouble adjusting socially here at K. Most 
of them do not have many American 
friends. Because of tlus, many of the 
international students have a cornmon 
bond, and they tend to stick together. 
They go to lunch together. They hang 
out on the weekends together. However, 
they would love to meet and befriend 
more American students. 

VIrginia Barberos, 20, of Burgos, 
Spain, says that it is difficult to get to 
know American students because of how 
much more comfortable the international 
students are with one another. 

"It's easy to connect with each 
other," Barberos said. ''We're all in 
the same situation. We tend to stick 
together." 

While she places great value in her 
relationships with the other international 
students, Barberos would like to meet 
many more American students. She 
thinks both sides could benefit in many 
ways from international friendships. 

''You can learn so much about other 
cultures just by talking with people," 
Barberos said. "You can learn many, 
many things. You can see life in a 
different way." 

Like Barberos, Gross said many of 
the members of the CIP felt the same 
way. They wished there was more 
interaction between the international 
and American students. 

"It surprises me how much the 
American students are not eager to 
meet them," Gross said. "I think the 
international students are one of the 
greatest resources on the campus. They 
have so much to offer to our students." 

Both Nkane and Barberos identified 
a cornmon difference in American 
culture that they were not accustomed 
to. They feel that people in America are 
not as friendly in passing as they are in 
other countries. Barberos explained that 
people in Spain tend to greet one another 
when walking by. She has not noticed 
the same with K students. 

"It seems like people look at 
the ground when they walk arOlmd," 
Barberos said. "It's like they don't want 
to have to say 'Hi.'" 

Barberos did say, however, that 
people acted much differently if she was 
acquainted with them. 

''The people here are really nice 
when you get to know them," Barberos 
said. "But the first time you talk to 
somebody is tough." 

Dr. Zaide Pixley, director of the 
first-year experience, understands why 
international students can have a hard 
time adjusting to life at K. Pixley said 
that many first-years have trouble 
adjusting to the rigorous coursework 
here at K, particularly the international 
students. 

One of Pixley's ideas to help the 
students acclimate to the workload at K 
is improving acadenlic support from the 
college. 

"I don't th.ink our acadenlic support 
is adequate for students right now," said 
Pixley, "and international students may 
need extra help since English is normally 
their second language." 

Another possibility that Pixley 
said faculty members were talking 
about is making seminar classes that 
were catered to international students. 
First-year seminars are classes designed 
to help first-year students adapt to 
college courses. Having classes set up 
specifically for international students 
may help international students adapt to 
the new pace of schoolwork. 

The trend of international students 

enduring hardships while adapting to life 
in another country goes beyond students 
coming to America. American students 
face the same issue when going abroad. 

Econonlics major Tyler Worst K'07 
recalls having problems getting used 
to life in Spain when he was studying 
abroad at the Universidad Antonio de 
Nebrija in Madrid. 

"I can relate to what the international 
students are going through," Worst said. 
"For the first two months, the only people 
I hung out with were the other American 
students. It wasn't until the last couple 
of weeks that I got comfortable and 
started spending time with the Spanish 
students." 

Worst, like many of the international 
students here at K, was shy about 
stepping outside his comfort zone 
and meeting new people when he first 
arrived to campus his freshman year. He 
said managing the workload made the 
task of meeting new people difficult. 

But, now in his fourth year, Worst 
has some words of wisdom for those 
who find themselves where he once 
was: Keep on trying. 

"I know how tough it can be making 
friends in a foreign place," Worst said. 
"I'm shy, too. The best advice I can give 
you is to be as outgoing as possible. Put 
yourself in situations to meet people. 
You won't be successful if you don't 
try." 

Gould's birds: Historic art on display in Rare Book Room 
By Jillian McLaughlin 
Staff Writer 

Walking into the A.M. 
Todd Rare Book Room is a 
breath of cold air, 65 degrees 
to be exact. The room is kept 
at a constant temperature to 
preserve the treasures inside. 

This quarter, the room 
contains some works by 
ornithologist John Gould. 
Paul Smithson - associate 
director of the library who 
prepared the exhibit, entitled 
"Gould's Passion: The 
Ornithological Works of 
John Gould" - explained 
the significance of Gould's 
work. 

Gould's work came 
after the period of European 

exploration and navigation, in 
the early 1800s. An increase 
in curiosity about the world 
followed this period and 
Gould saw the opportunity to 
add to the material on natural 
history. 

"In the 19th century we 
didn't have photography 
and Internet and recording 
devices so we didn't have 
easy access to field guides 
and natural history the way 
we do now," Smithson said. 

Gould's descriptions 
of various birds and their 
accompanying illustrations 
quelled the curiosity of the 
public. The illustrations are 
the most striking part of the 
exhibit. Each of the drawings 
were lithographed and then 

hand-colored. 
"So effectively each 

copy of a plate is an original 
work of art," Smithson 
said. "They're magnificent 
illustrations considering that 
they're more than a century 
old." 

Most of the illustrations 
used bird skins as their 
models; rarely did Gould 
observe the birds himself. 
After the voyage of the HMS 
Beagle, Charles Darwin 
asked Gould to describe 
the bird skins he collected. 
Gould's descriptions helped 
Darwin formulate his theory 
of evolution. 

"The materials would be 
of interest to those in biology, 
ornithology, natural history, 

artistic 
illustration, " 
s aid 
Smithson. 

The 
books come 
from Albert 
May Todd's 
personal 
library. Todd 
lived from 
1850-1931 
and valued 

Photo/"Quail" by John Gould 
The Rare Book Room is currently showing a selection 
of the 19th century lithograph work of John Gould. 

education 
highly. Most of the books 
from the rare book room come 
from his personal collection. 

"It's very unusual for an 
undergraduate college to be 
able to provide these kinds of 
resources for their students," 
said Smithson. "It's fun to 

share them." 
The exhibit runs Monday, 

Tuesday, and Thursday from 
1-3 p.m., or by appointment, 
until the end of classes. The 
A.M. Todd Rare Book Room 
is located on the third floor of 
the Upjohn Library. 
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Home: Lack of domestic cultural immersion experiences 
From Front 
critical and unique. "I think with 
the way K defines education as 
holistic and well-rounded, then 
an intercultural experience is 
necessary," she said. 

But currently, only 1 percent 
of students seek an extensive 
experience within the United 
States, because the school offers 
few programs for domestic cultural 
immersion, prompting some to 
wonder if learning about cultures 
requires crossing an ocean. 

Dr. Charlene Boyer-Lewis, 
professor of American history, notes 
this lack of emphasis on the cultures 
of the United States. "It's an odd 
time to be Director of American 
Studies when everyone's talking 
about internationalization. It's hard 
to be a part of the conversation 
sometimes," she said. 

Many, including Boyer-Lewis, 
argue the importance of learning 
about domestic cultures, in addition 
to foreign ones. "In order to 
understand the world internationally, 
to be global citizens, I'm convinced 
you have to understand American 
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society first," she said. 
Katie Adams, a senior music 

major who attended the New York 
Arts program in lieu of study abroad, 
agrees. "It's really ridiculous to 
want to look at international areas, 
forgetting about or disregarding 
things that are blocks away from 
you," she said. 

Only three programs, however 
the Philadelphia Center, the 

New York Arts Program and the 
Border Studies program - offer 
opportunities to experience 
domestic cultures off campus. 
Dr. Kim Cummings, professor of 
anthropology and sociology and 
campus liaison for the Philadelphia 
program, has been an advocate 
for these types of programs for 30 
years. 

"This is cultural immersion," 
he aid of the Philadelphia Center. 
"They are immersed in the culture of 
downtown Philadelphia. For some 
of the students, there is an intense 
interaction with other cultures." 

Cummings enumerates the 
benefits of the program for 
students. 

"I've always thought that 
Philly could be a substitute for 
study abroad, especially when it 
translates to personal relationships," 
he said. "People confront the major 
discrepancies between their white, 
suburban up bringing and what they 
see now in the city." 

BU.t programs like the 
Philadelphia Center also present 
problems for the college. For 
one, the school limits attendance. 
Sophomores most times participate 
as a precursor to study abroad, not 
an alternative. Neither the CIP nor 
the Center for Career Development 
trains their student advisors about 
these programs; each has a different 
departmental home. 

The reason for the regulations 
proves to be financially motivated. 
These programs pull tuition from the 
college; in fact, the school must pay 
out the full price, even if the student 
is on financial aid or scholarships, 
Cummings said. For this reason, 
the school limits the number of 
students who can attend, ultimately 
restricting access to domestic 
cultural immersion experiences. 

Cummings recognizes the 
financial strains these programs 
present the college. "I think it 
would be great ifmore people could 
participate," he said. "This is a 
strange thing for 
me to say, but 
I think, given 
the shortage of 
resources, there 
are better ways 
than exporting 
whole chunks of 
our tuition." 

A few years 
ago, he instigated 
a hand over of 
funds to the 
Service Learning 
Institute, a 
tradeoff which 
caused the 
number of 

happen." 
But extensive domestic 

programs clearly benefit students. 
Becca McMurdie, a senior Spanish 
major, attended both the Border 

I slots for the 
Phi ladelphia 
Center to be cut 
from eight to 

The New York Arts Program, one of three 

Studies program 
as well as study 
abroad. She 
actually chose 
to enroll at K for 
Border Studies, 
an Earlham 
College
sponsored 
experience 
which allows 
students to live 
in Mexico and 
work III the 
United States, 
traversing the 
border daily. If 
she'd had to, 
she would have 
chosen Border 
Studies over 
study abroad. 

six. 

such programs at K, offers opportunities to 
experience domestic cultures off-campus. 

"Hands 
down," she said. "My life path 
really formed itself on this program, 
not study abroad." 

"I'm not in favor of expanding 
the Philadelphia program, so long 
as the college is not prepared to 
give support to the Institute in 
ways that would give many more 
people elements of the experience 
that you get in Philadelphia," he 
said. "You wouldn't get the whole, 
rich Philadelphia experience, but 
they would have elements here in 
Kalamazoo. " 

Cummings readily trades the 
extensive for the short term in 
light of financial troubles, turning 
to Service Learning as the only 
alternative. Financial concerns, too, 
kept him from establishing local 
immersion programs in Kalamazoo 
similar to the one in Philadelphia. 
He considered such a program too 
much of a financial drain. 

President Eileen B. Wilson
Oyelaran echoes Cummings' 
concerns, applying them to other 
programs as welL 

"The way all of our educational 
experiences that don't occur on 
campus are structured, we're 
exporting cash, whether it's to 
Philadelphia or to Japan," she 
said. "We have to look at what's 
the financial model that makes this 

Adams agrees: "In the same 
sense that people talk about finding 
out about themselves [on study 
abroad] being in a completely 
different situation than I was used 
to, I think I did grow. That happened 
to me." 

Time for Change 

The college, on the verge of 
its next capital campaign, faces its 
biggest makeover in 40 years: the 
Strategic Plan. Consisting of faculty, 
staff, administrators and students, 
the Committee for the Future of 
Kalamazoo College is currently in the 
brainstorming phases. 

"What we've got is the 
'what,' we've got the 'why,' but 
not how we are going to do it," 
said Kiran Cunningham, professor 
of anthropology and faculty 
representative to the committee. 

Essentially, the committee seeks 
to solve two major problems: the 
college's inadequate endowment, and 
its loss of distinction in the academic 

> >Change: Page 5 
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Change: Students, faculty seek 'study-within' programs 
From Page 4 need to make our intercultural

international focus a real 
distinguishing factor of what we 
do," she said. 

immersion and the distinction 
the college seeks in its strategic 
planning. 

Katanski offers viable 
world. The Plan promises bold 
changes to put K back on the map. 

So far, the committee has 
arrived at its own "map," a broad 
outline of initiatives for the college 
(available at: http://moodle.kzoo. 
edu/moodle/mod/resource/view. 
php?id=3067) with one subheading 
entitled "Implement a Strategy 
for International/Intercultural 
Distinctiveness." The Committee 
has tried to address exactly what 
"internationaUintercultural" means 
and created a special task force, 
headed by Sosulski, to elaborate. 

Dr. Amelia Katanski, professor 

suggestions such as an American 
Indian reservation college exchange 
program. Boyer-Lewis proposes 

Sosluski seemed leery of 
providing details, repeating that the 
Plan was far from implementation 
stages, but he said discussion so far 
emphasized cultural immersion. 

Wilson-Oyelaran asserts 
that domestic cultures 
carry equal importance to 
international ones. "That's 
why we're using the language 
'international/intercultural' 
to make sure that what I refer 
to as domestic diversity is 
not lost in this conversation," 
she said. "I think there's 
a danger of focusing only 
on international with the 
exclusion of the other. We 
have to look very carefully 
at our own culture and the 
intercultural dynamics and 
the structures of inequality 
in our own nation." 

The college is seeking more programs like the New York Arts 
Program to provide domestic cultural immersion for K students. 

the historical immersion 
experience offered as a 
costumed interpreter in 
Colonial Williamsburg. 
Cunningham recommends a 
pre-K orientation program 
in LandSea spirit, but which 
focuses on cultures instead of 
nature. 

Still others wish for 
a Center for Intercultural 
Studies, which would seek 
to define American culture 
and provide students with 
opportunities to explore it 
in as much depth as study 
abroad. Some, like McMurdie, 
desire increased participation "Everybody believes that you 

should have great, experiential, 
personal, academic and 
transformative experiences," he said 
of the task force. 

But the task force's main- goal 
is distinctiveness. "We've got the 
goods, how can we make that clear 
to the rest of the world?" Susolski 
said. 

She adds that cultural immersion 
also occurs at home. "I think we 
always have to remind ourselves that 
there are opportunities for immersion 
right in our own country," she said. 

of English, unofficially heads a 
fledgling American Indian studies 
program within her department and 
suggests more domestic cultural 
emphasis. "I've felt for a long time 
that we should develop what a 'study 
within,' would look like," Katanski 
said. " [t's just as imperative to be 
aware of U.S. cultures as foreign 
ones." 

in current programming. Still more 
suggest creating K-sponsored 
programs, to ensure tuition stays at 
the college, mimicking the CIP's 
successful study abroad programs. 

Wilson-Oyelaran agrees. "We 

But for now, few of those 
opportunities exist on campus. 
According to some, building and 
creating more domestic programs 
would provide both the cultural 

"But it all requIres an 
acknowledgement that those 
experiences are just as valuable as 
international ones," Boyer-Lewis 
said. 

u.s. cultures in the classroom 
By Lauren S. Trager 
Features Editor 

U. S. cultures carryweight 
III a K student's education, 
at least on campus, as the 
school reqUIres a degree of 
understanding to graduate. 
And for some students. the 
field of American Studies 
particularly piques their 
educational hunger. 

The college requires 
students to obtain a U.S. 
cultures course to graduate. 
Currently, according to the 
academic advising website, 
65 classes count for that 
credit, compared with 
15 classes for the whole 
continent of Africa. Both 
the sociology and political 
science departments 
specifically emphasize issues 

unique to the United States 
in their academic catalogue 
descriptions. The English 
department requires majors 
to take at least one non
white U.S. literature class, 
if not an African literature 
class. And each year, 
several students graduate 
with an interdisciplinary 
concentration in American 
Studies. 

The future of American 
Studies throughout the 
academic departments 
remains unclear, however, 
as academics across the 
country grapple to define 
what it means to be an 
American and how to study 
the multiplicity of cultures 
within the country. 

Dr. Bob Stauffer, 
professor of sociology for 22 

years and one of the founders 
of the American Studies 
program here, says that 
classes should be concerned 
with finding the essence of 
American life. 

"My whole initial goal 
III going into sociology 
was trylllg to make sense 
of American culture," 
Stauffer said. "What is it 
that is basically true of 
America, which initially 
was the project of American 
studies?" 

But Stauffer detailed 
the changes occurring 
III American studies 
departments at colleges all 
over the country. 

"The quest for the 
essence of America became 
known as a white male 
notion. American Studies 

became a whole multiplicity 
of cultures," he said. "The 
underlying • Americanness' 
got minimized. People lost 
faith in that major project, 
and I think wrongly." Stauffer 
criticized the English, art 
and theater departments for 
neglecting that American 
essence in their curriculum. 

But others disagree. Dr. 
Amelia Katanski, professor 
of English, devotes much 
of her classes to studying 
different cultures within the 
United States, especially 
American Indians. She's 
disheartened by arguments of 
"American essence," because 
she says that American 
Indians don't identify that 
way and that students should 
view them as separate and 
unique cultures. 

"I've heard people on 
this campus say, 'I don't 
know if anyone's interested 
III Indians, '" she said, 
shaking her head. 

Director of American 
Studies and professor of 
American history, Dr. 
Charlene Boyer-Lewis also 
feels a lack of support in 
studying American cultures. 
She had an opportunity to 
quash the program when she 
took over the directorship. 
She decided, instead, to 
combine elements of both 
camps. 

"Our students really 
are interested in American 
culture," she said. "We need 
to provide ways for them 
to pursue understanding of 
their own culture as well as 
cultures abroad." 
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THE SEX FILES 
with Rhiannon Thomas 
integral part of sex. Commonly called 
"sounding," urethral play can be a highly 
pleasurable pursuit, if done correctly. 

• Don't use anything other than a 
properly sterilized metal sound. People 
have tried all kinds of crazy stuff, from 
hairpins to glass thermometers, but this 
isn't a good idea. Found objects are 
harder to sterilize and can break, resulting 
in some pretty terrible stuff. 

• Never force anything into the 
urethra. After inserting the tip of the 
sound about an inch into the penis, it 
should slide in pretty much on its own. 
Gravity should be used to get it in, not 
pushing. 

The Index Features 

in a pressure cooker at full pressure for 
15 minutes. In the absence of a pressure 
cooker, boiling water can also be used. 
Before beginning, the genitals and hands 
should be washed with antibacterial soap 
and warm water. 

• Don't let anyone else play with 
your sounds. Anyone else who wants to 
get involved needs their own set, to avoid 
spreading bacteria and STh. 

• Don't masturbate witll a sound in 
your penis, as this can lead to injury. 

I like sex. I like talking about sex. So 
when I was asked to write the sex files, I 
had plenty of ideas. 

Sounding derives its name from 
"sounds," the metal rods which are safest 
and commonly used for urethral play. 
According to the online encyclopedia 
at BMEzine.com, these tools are used 
medically to stretch the urethra and 
locate obstructions in the urethra. Outside 
the doctor's office, they can be used to 
stimulate the urethra in men and women 
and the prostate in men. Sounds are also 
sometimes used to stretch the urethra 
before a urethral piercing, according to 
this encyclopedia. 

Use plenty of lubrication. K-Y 
Jelly is safe, and many websites that sell 
sounds also sell specialized lube. 

• Sterilize everything. Sounds should 
be sterilized using anti-microbial soap 
and then wrapped in a towel and placed 

Finally, it's important to know as 
much as you can about sounding so as to 
avoid really, really hurting yourself 

For more infoffilation about sounds, 
check out www.medicaltoys.com and 
The Deviant's Dictionary at http://public. 
diversity.org.ukldeviantlbfsound.htm. 

However, when I told my friends I 
was writing the Sex Files for this week, 
the typical response went something like 
this: "Please don't write about STIs or 
condoms or anal sex. We know about 
that. Tell us about the kinky stuffi" 

CORRECTION 
Crap. Here I wanted to talk about 

communicating with your partner, but 
clearly everyone knows about that 
already. Fine. On to the kink! 

Sounds vary in length and diameter, 
and may be curved to facilitate prostate 
stimulation. Shorter sounds are used for 
women, as the female urethra is shorter. 
However, it is difficult to find information 
on female urethral play, as most sources 
agree that it tends to be more dangerous. 

111is response serves to claritY the inIbffilation mcluded in an article 
headlined "First generation college student working to help others like herself," 
published on Jan. 18, 2007, based on an interview with Pat Ponto, Coun~eling 
Center director, and Adriana Fox, COlUlseling Center intern. 

In February of2006, a Serbian man 
was hospitalized after inserting a pencil 
into his penis. Sounds awful, doesn't it? 
The man claims to have been trying to 
combat erectile dysfunction and impress a 
new lover, and he expressed his intention 
to never again resort to such measures. 

Obviously, there are some risks to 
inserting objects into such a sensitive 
area. Urinary tract infections and 
scarring are the most common problems. 
Medicaltoys.com's medical fetish library 
suggests several steps that can be taken to 
avoid these risks: 

One paragraph included in this article suggests that general characteristics 
of first generation college students (FGCS) (i.e., their tendency to come from 
low-income families, be enrolled part tiDle, be less academically prepared, etc.) 
apply to FGCS at Kalamazoo College. While some of these characteristics 
may true of FGCS enrolled at K, otller than the number of enrolled freshmen 
and sophomores who are FGCS, the counseling center does not have specific 
information docunlenting the characteristics ofFGCS at Kalamazoo College. 

However, there are some for whom 
inserting objects in the urethra is an 

-Adriana Fox, Contributor: Counseling Center 

Counseling Corner: Winter Blahs, Winter Blues, Depression and SAD 
By Dr. Pat Ponto 
Contributor: Counseling Center 

Winter is often a tough 
time of year in southwest 
Michigan. The cold keeps 
us inside and the lake
effect gray skies dampen 
our spirits. As a result, this 
season becomes a depressing 
time for many people. 

The depression vanes 
along a continuum from just 
feeling "blah" (decreased 
energy and enthusiasm) to 
"blue" (sad, disappointed, 
frustrated) to depressed 
(very little energy for 
and interest In regular 
activities). 

In addition, there 
is a form of depreSSIOn 
called Seasonal Affective 

Disorder that research 
suggests is directly related 
to our decreased exposure 
to sunlight. Symptoms 
of SAD include feeling 
sad or depressed, lacking 
energy, having difficulty 
concentrating, craving 
carbohydrates or sugar, 
experiencing difficulty 
waking in the morning 
and/or sleep disturbance, 
withdrawing socially, 
being less productive, and 
becoming irritable. These 
symptoms are very similar 
to those of depression more 
generally, but the onset is 
usually in late fall or winter 
and there IS a pattern of 
relief from the symptoms in 
the spring. 

So, how do we deal 

with the blahs, the blues, 
depression, or SAD? The 
first thing is to recognize 
what we're feeling and to 
let that be OK - rather 
than being frustrated that 
we are down or insisting 
that we don't have time to 
be depressed. We may need 
to spend some time trying 
to understand what's behind 
our feelings and taking good 
care of ourselves as we do. 

The second step is to 
help ourselves manage 
the depressed feelings 
as effectively as we can. 
We know that exercise 
IS an excellent antidote 
to the whole depression 
continuum. In addition, 
spending time with friends 
and taking time to have fun 

or do something you enjoy 
each day can make a huge 
difference in mood - and 
give you something to look 
forward to all day. 

Monitoring thoughts 
and self-talk for negative 
distortions and replacing 
them with more realistic, 
even optimistic, thoughts 
has also been found to be 
very effective strategy to 
combat the whole range 
of depressive feelings. It 
takes effort and discipline 
to practice more positive 
thoughts and self-talk, but 
the pay-off is very positive 
and long-lasting. 

At K, we have the 
Residence Life aCII vi ties to 
"Beat the Winter Blahs ." 
Participating III these 

events keeps you active 
and interacting. The Health 
and Counseling Centers 
both have SAD lights. Most 
people with SAD benefit 
from spending 20-30 
minutes each day exposed 
to the intensity of these 
lights. To use the lights, 
speak to a staff member to 
assess your situation and get 
instructions for the lights. 

If your symptoms 
persist or interfere with your 
ability to function as well as 
you usually do as a student 
and a person, please come 
to see us at the Counseling 
Center. We will work with 
you to understand your 
depression more completely 
and to help you manage it 
more effectively. 



Voices The Index 

This is the conversation that never ends ... 
By Elizabeth Porter 
Staff Writer 

A genuine reflection of the 
mind of a typical K student is 
not found in the lengthy papers 
or lab reports that are cranked 
out of the library printers at a 
steady pace every moming. 

The real intellectual 
residue, the inside thoughts 
and inner workings of minds, 
are found in the hallways 
and on the sidewalks of our 
campus. Conversation dregs, 
or the leftover stuff we talk 
about after class and typically 
in small groups, are where the 
provocative, dangerous, and 
truly entertaining ideas are 
found. 10 a typical week on this 
campus, it's hard not to pick 
up on just such a conversation 
almost anywhere you go. 

Arguably, it would be a 
waste to not pick apart and 
explore the inner realms of what 
K kids are talking about. 10 an 
attempt to salvage these relics 
of thought and experience, 

this new weekly column will 
try to select and extrapolate on 
one great thought-provoking 
conversation overheard on 
campus during the previous 
week. 

This week's conversation, 
between two K sophomores, 
a week and a half before their 
Declaration of Major Day 
(which is on Thursday, Feb. 1, 
by the way): 

"Do you ever think of the 
more serious implications of 
your major?" 

Granted, it might be hard 
to find an art major that might 
wreak global havoc with their 
paintbrush, or a philosophy 
student who seeks global 
domination through the writings 
of Plato. 

10 that regard, there are 
some studies that are "safer" 
than others. However, in an age 
where we read about destruction 
and war at every glance at 
the headlines, one might ask: 
What did the global leaders, the 
dictators, the peacekeepers, the 
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nuclear scientists -- what did 
they major in? 

If there were a hierarchy 
of majors, would physics 
majors fall into the creators of 
weapons of mass destruction, 
right below the political science 
majors who litigate for both 
the development and control of 
thoseWMDs? 

What about the English 
majors who, through their 
words, craft the public image of 
these global actors? 

Are the Biology majors 
busy slaving away at the next 
form of germ warfare, or 
treating HIV patients? 

What is the significance 
of what we study, what 
does it mean to understand 
that intellectual ability and 
excellence in any field is a 
double-edged sword? Is it 
possible that every academic 
field could potentially be used 
to heal, but also to destroy? 

This conversation takes 
place over chai, at a coffee 
shop. I watch the door open 
and close, letting in and out 
the freezing January air. I am 
sitting in a room surrounded 
by the educated, or soon to be 
educated, of our country. The 
world of war and hunger and 
poverty seems far away from 
this place, but as I watch my 
fellow Americans gossip and 
laugh and chat around me, it 
occurs to me that in this day 
and age, when the currency of 
power is education, that these 
are vital questions. We, the 
future power brokers of the 
world (or some greater or lesser 
extent) should talk about this. 

10 the end, it seems that the 
correlation between what you 
majored in and what you do is 
inconsistent. David Letterman 
was a telecommunications 
major. Brooke Shields received 
her degree in French literature. 
Barbara Walters majored in 
English. Michael Jordan was a 
geography major. 

George H. W. Bush 
majored in economics. Go 
figure . 
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WILL'S PHOTO POLL 
Do you believe in aliens? 

I guess so. There's gotta 
be something out there. 
Space is BIG. 

-Eric Michaelsen K'09 

Like life on other 
planets? Yes. 

-Marissa Weeks K'07 

I have this one game 
called "Killer Bunnies." 
It has aliens, so, yeah. I 
give it four stars. 

-Kyle Shelton K'07 

I believe there is some 
other life ... but not the 
fihn industry's concept 
of them. 

-Elana Tornquist K '09 

Compiled by Will Walkington, Art Editor. 
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• 
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Sports in brief: Hornet men swim past 
Calvin, women demolish St. Mary's 
Index Staff Reports 

Swimming 
In the 2006 MlAA Championships, 

Calvin edged the Kalamazoo men's swim 
team by just 20 points for a third place 
finish - which, in swimming, is only a 
difference of several seconds. 

Saturday, the Hornets got some 
revenge. 

Behind two first place swims 
apiece from sophomores Bobby Dekker, 
Ryan Booms and freshman Paul Ellis, 
Kalamazoo ousted the Knights, 150-144, 
in Grand Rapids. 

Knoechel touched first in the 100 Fly, 
Dominguez triumphed in the 100 Free 
and Molly McDonald won the 3-meter 
diving. 

The men and the women are back in 
the pool at 1 p.m this Saturday 
at home versus Olivet. It's 
Kalamazoo's last tune-up before 
tapering begins for the league 
meet in Jenison Feb. 8-10. 

Men's basketball 
TIle men's basketball tearn 

will look to make a stronger 
showing in the second half of 
their league play season than they 
did in the first. 

After failing to pull out a 
win on Saturday at Olivet, the 

the rest of us better, too." 
The loss to Olivet on Saturday 

happened in dramatic fashion. With 12 
minutes left in the game the Hornets 
took their first lead of the second half and 
steadily added to it, leading by as many 
as nine. 

However, Olivet made a late run 
aided by Kalamazoo turnovers and was 
able to tie the game at 60 with I: 16 left. 

The Index Sports 

with each other and get comfortable with 
who's on the court with you." 

Junior Mat Kellogg had 16 points, 
five rebounds and five blocks at Olivet, 
and Clancy put up 17 points willl seven 
rebounds. 

Women's basketball 
The women's basketball team fell 

to Tri-State on Wednesday, Jan. 17, and 
nationally-ranked Calvin on 
Saturday, Jan. 20. 

Junior Kelsea Howell 
made a good showing at home 
against CalVin. She scored a 
career-high 22 points, but it 
wasn't enough as the Hornets 
lost 85-67. Howell also had 
eight rebounds and five steals. 
Freshman Nyemade Cooper 
also tied a career-high, scoring 
17 points. 

Dekker won the 200 Butterfly and 
the 200 IM, Booms touched first in 
both the 100 and 200 Breaststroke and 
Ellis took home both the 100 and 200 
Backstroke. The 200 medley relay team 
of Ellis, Dan Kovacs, Dekker and Ben 
Dmitruk also finished first, gamering II 
points for the team. 

Hornets dropped to 0-6 in the Sophomore Bobby Dekker finished first in both the 200 
MlAA. After Wednesday's game 1M and the 200 Butterfly versus Calvin on Saturday. 

Kalamazoo trailed by just 
nine points at halftime but was 
unable to cut the lead down any 
more in the second half The 
Hornets shot well from the field 

The women's team wasn't as 
fortunate, falling 158-123 to Calvin, the 
reigning league champion. But on Friday, 
the Hornets headed to Notre Dame, Ind., 
and trounced St. Mary's College, 125-
85, for their third dual meet win of the 
season. 

The 200 medley relay team of 
Emily Richardson-Rossbach, Elizabeth 
Garlow, Maegan Connochie and Kristin 
Dominguez set the tone for the meet with 
a win in the first race. 

From there, it was all Hornets. 
Katie Stefl won the 200 1M and the 

100 Back, Marie Stuve won the 1,000 
Free, Garlow took the 50 Free, Katy 

House of Cards By Caleb Waldron 

at Calvin (played after The Index 
went to print), the Hornets had played 
each MlAA team once - the midway 
point for the league season. 

Junior Pat Clancy, the team's leading 
assist man and second-leading scorer 
and rebounder, thinks things will start 
to change as the team's chemistry grows 
with their newly-healthy roster. 

"We started off slow because we had 
some injuries and lost some of our seniors 
but now that they're back we can start 
getting used to playing with those guys 
on the court," said Clancy. '''The seniors 
know coach and know the program and 
they're the best group ofleaders we have. 
They play well together and they make 

With 17 seconds left in the game Olivet 
converted on a three-point play and the 
Hornets' last-second shot fell snort, 
sending them to their sixth straight loss. 

Kalamazoo had 22 turnovers in the 
loss. 

The loss stung particularly bad 
because just one week earlier K lost to 
Tri-State by just one point. 

The close games show that the 
Hornets (2-13 overall) have the potential 
to win games in the MlAA, but something 
is missing. 

"We haven't won in a while so our 
confidence is low," Clancy said. "We need 
to play with confidence and be confident 

(42.3 percent) but were unable to match 
Calvin's hot hands (57.1 percent). 

In the Hornets' loss to Tri-State, 
junior Therese Demres scored 21 
points and Howell had 20 with seven 
rebounds. Demres also had six assists 
and six rebounds. K lost the game 81-
n. 

Before Wednesday's game at 
Adrian (after The Index went to print), 
the Hornets had a 2-7 record in the 
MlAA and a 3-14 mark overall. 

Kalamazoo plays at Hope on 
Saturday, then retnms home the 
following weekend to host AInla on 
Saturday, Feb. 3. 
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Provost 
Mahler to 
step down 
in June 
By Lauren Trager 
Features Editor 

Some students might 
not be able to name the 
provost or enumerate 
what he does. But Provost 
Greg Mahler is quite the 
man. 

In his 10-year reign 
as chief academic officer 
for Kalamazoo College, 
Mahler accomplished a 
number of great feats and 
his legacy of advocacy 
and subtle leadership will 
be missed He will step 
down from his post at the 
end of this academic year 
for a yearlong sabbatical, 
after which he will return 
as a full-time faculty 
member in the political 
science department. 

"If you ask me what 
I am most proud of, I 
would say the faculty 
I've hired." Mahler said 
of his time as provost. 

When he first took 
office in 1997, only 31 
percent of the faculty 
was female; since it has 
increased to 51 percent. 
Mahler also made great 
strides in ensuring Title 
IX fairness for female 
sports and advocated for 
support of non-tenured 
faculty. Among his other 
proud accomplishments, 
Mahler lists the creation 
of two new positions, one 
for Wnter-in-Residence 
Di Seus and the other 
for Dr. Gail Griffin as 
Director of Teacher 
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Joanne Herman was born with male genitalia, but now lives freely as a wom
an. She shared her experiences with the K community on Jan . 27 in a packed lecture hall. 

Putting more 'T' in LGBT 
Joanne Herman educates campus about transgender issues 
By Jason Wyman 
Staff Writer 

It was an unusual sight 
last Wednesday, Jan. 27, 
for Kalamazoo College: a 
packed lecture hall, every 
seat filled, some even having 
to resort to sitting on the 
stairs. 

K College has a strong 
tradition inLGBTawareness, 
led by the campus lesbian, 
gay, bisexual,and transgendt:r 
group Kaleidoscope. The 
interest and concern of the 
student body made itself 
known by overflowing one 
of the larger classrooms on 
campus - Dewing 103 
for "Trans gender 101," a talk 
delivered by Joanne Herman, 
an out and outspoken 
transgender woman. 

Herman expounded the 

struggles, triumphs, and 
current issues concerning the 
often underrepresented "T" 
in LGBT. Students gravitated 
to the stark, cramped room 
for a chance to learn about an 
often inaccessible, obscured, 
or outright misunderstood 
topic . 

The event began with an 
interesting anecdote told by 
co-leader of Kaleidoscope, 
Burt DeWilde K'07, III 

which he and Herman met 
during a 'speed dating' 
event designed to introduce 
members from different 
LGBT groups around the 
country. 

Their first 60 seconds 
ended with a comment by 
DeWilde that he "knew a 
certain small Liberal Arts 
college that could use a little 
more 'T' in its LGBT," and 

the two have been in contact 
ever since. Plans were made 
for Herman to bring her 
presentation - a mix of 
slides, statistics, movies, and 
personal experiences - to 
Kalamazoo. 

Herman has turned 
her life into a mission to 
enlighten the public on the 
issues surrounding being a 
trans gender person within 
the larger context of the 
LGBT community. 

Herman said that she 
first noticed that something 
was "wrong" around 7 years 
old when she preferred to 
play with the girls in her 
neighborhood and tryon 
their clothes. Her parents, 
however, didn't take well 
to this gender role shock, 
forcing Joanne to live the 
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Thousands 
for peace 
in D.C. 
By Jillian McLaughlin 
Staff Writer 

This is a personal 
essay from staff writer 
Jillian McLaughlin, who 
attended the peace rally 
in Washington D. C. 011 

Saturday, Jan. 27. 
Amanda Lawrence 

K'IO and I discussed 
our upcoming trip to 
Washington D.C., to 
protest the war in Iraq. 
With vislOns of hippies 
in our heads, we outlined 
what we would and would 
not do on the 12-hour bus 
ride to the capital. We 
weren't exactly sure, but 
I knew one thing. 

President Bush's 
recently-announced plan 
for 21,500 more troops 
convinced me of the 
need for the war to end. 
Despite opposition, funds 
find their way to Iraq. In 
the words of one speaker 
on Saturday, I felt' "the 
madness has to stop." 

Many other 
Kalamazoo students felt 
the same way. Thirteen 
students rode on my 
bus with some spread 
out on the others as 
well. Like me, most had 
never pr<;>tested anything 
before. For Hussain Turk 
K' 1 0, Saturday would be 
his third national protest. 
He possessed knowledge 
about the atmosphere, 
the expectations, and the 
results. I knew nothing. 

Amanda and 
walked to Bronson Park 

»Peace: Page 3 



2 Thursday, February 1, 2007 

KATE'S PEOPLE 
Name: Bristol Day, K '07 
Birthday: March 5, 1985 
Hometown: Warren, Mich. 
Residence: Trow 115 
Studies: Major in anthropol
ogy and sociology, minor in 
religion 
Classes: Creative Nonfiction, 
Anthropology/Sociology Se
nior Seminar, Social Class ill 
America 
Acth·ities: AAC in Trow

bridge, College Democrats, Frelon 
K Plan: Studied abroad in Calcutta, India., and wrote her SIP 
on the role and ability of public schools to promote student 
weUness in low income areas. 

Favorites: 
Sodexho entree: Chicken nuggets and chicken patties. 
Smell: My apartment when the garbage is taken out. 
Texture: r love snow. playing in the snow. 
Childhood toy: I've had this stuffed bear, Sleepy Bear, 

since I was a baby. It's missing an eye. part of its nose, and its 
clothes are ripped, but I still love him. 

Beatie: Ringo Starr. Anyone who can do a voice for a 
train is pretty awesome in my book. 

Font: Anything but Times New Roman. 
Article of clothing: Shoes in general. 
Song (right now): "A Nervous Tick Motion of the Head 

to the Left" by Andrew Bird. 
Class at K: Gail Griffin's Creative Nonfiction. 
Professor: Waldemar Schmiechel, religion. Because I 

seriously wish he was my grandpa 
Campus spot: The Quad, Spring Quarter. 
Quote: "Tell the stories that are yours to tell. Let others 

tell theirs" --Margaret Atwood 

If you were an animal cracker, what would you be and 
why? Today in Creative Non Rhiannon told me that I would 
be a unicorn because I am magical and pretty. So that worh 
List three adjectives your friends would use to describe 
you: Friendly, funny, outgoing. 
List three adjectives you would use to describe yourself: 
Shy, self-conscious, friendly. 
What are your passions? Harry Potter, my friends and tam
ily, and education, like as a system, not my own. 
What brought you to K? I liked the name, it reminded me of 
Dr. Seuss. Why not go to a place called Kalamazoo? And I 
visited, it was beautiful. 
What is the best thing you've learned at K outside of class? 
It's OK not to get an A. 

If you could change one thing about the world, what would 
it be and why? To have people talk about the issues dleyare 
afraid to talk about. So often we dance around issues without 
ever facing them head-on: it would change a lot if we actually 
talked about inlportant, scary issues instead of avoiding them. 

--compiled by Kate Boehm. E.\l!cutive Editor. 

The Index On the Quad 

Recyclemania competition kicks off 
By Dave Froelich 
Contributor 

Agents in dark glasses 
made declarations 
about recycling as they 
stormed the campus 
during common time 
on Friday, Jan. 26. 
Bystanders wondered 
aloud if our school 
could be expecting 
an important VISItor, 
and members of the 
administration as 
well as some tenured 
professors rushed 
toward their offices 
to carefully read the 
fine print in their 
employment contracts. 

The agents also infiltrated 
the library to whisper their 
promotion of the 10-week 
event. 

and universities sponsored by 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency. This is the third year 
that K has been involved in 

the competition - last 
year we finished second 
overall. 

Thisyearthecrew's 
goal is to finish first. In 
the 2006 competition K 
was edged out by the 
University of California 
at San Marcos, 
which won under 
some questionable 
circumstances. The 
crew IS undaunted 
by last year's results 
however, andasone iliey 
defiantly announced, 
"K's not second best!" 
to at Friday 's "Why We 
Play" chapel. 

These were special 
agents, but iliey are 
also members of the 
recycling crew who 
took on mysterious 
new identities by 
donning sunglasses 

Photo! Dave Froelich 
The Recyclemania crew ran rampant through cam
pus on Friday to kick off the 2007 competition. 

The theme for ilie 
crew this year is James 
Bondl007. The crew 
takes their mISSIOn 
and iliemselves quite 

and black while they paraded 
around campus on Friday to 
promote K's entry into the 
Recyclemania competition. 

For those who don't 
know, Recyclemania IS 
a friendly nationwide 
competition among colleges 

seriously. The mission for ilie 
campus community, should 
you choose to accept it: Keep 
Recycling. 

Campus Events: Monte Carlo, TFA panel 
What: 320d annual Monte 
Carlo casino night 
When: Saturday, Feb. 3, 8 
p.m. - I a.m. 
Where: Radission Hotel, 100 
W. Michigan Ave. 
Who: Put on by Student 
Development and Student 
Activities Committee 

Get out your nicest 
threads. Put on the lucky 
socks. And don 't forget your 
rabbit's foot. 

The 3200 annual Monte 
Carlo casino night is this 
Saturday, Feb. 3. 

Due to the Hicks Center 
renovation, this year's Monte 
Carlo will be held off campus, 
at the Radisson Hotel located 
at 100 W. Michigan Ave. The 
event will take place in the 
large ballroom on the ground 
floor of the hotel. 

The gambling festivities 
begin at 8 p.m., dancing 
starts at II, and the whole 
shebang will wind down at 
I a.m. 

The night will have a 
1940s vibe, as the event 
is called "Monte Carlo: 
Keeping it classy." 

To gamble at Monte 
Carlo, students must bring 
cash to the Radisson. $2 will 
get you $5 ,000 in "Monte 
Carlo Bucks." 

At II p.m ., anyone 
who hasn't pulled a Chevy 
Chase in "Vegas Vacation" 
will be able to cash in his 
or her chips for prizes at the 
"Millionaire Shop." Some of 
the sponsors who have put 
up prizes: Climb Kalamazoo, 
Henderson Castle, Invitation 
by Design, Terrapin, Rave 
Theater, Gallagher 's Eatery, 

Target and Meijer. 
Tickets are on sale for 

$5 in Hicks during lunch and 
dinner hours today and lunch 
tomorrow. They will be $7 at 
the door Saturday. 

Transportation for 
students on-campus to 
and from the event will be 
provided all night. 

What: Teach for America 
question/answer panel 
When: Thursday, Feb. 8, 7 
p.m. 
Where: DeWing 103 
Who: Teach for America 
teachers and K alums Claire 
Tobin, Tommy Goutterman, 
and Matt Pearl will be 
answering any questions 
for students interested in 
Teach for America. The last 
deadline for application this 
year is Sunday, Feb 18. 
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Peace: 100,000 descend on Washington to stand up for peace 
From Front 
where three buses frolD Kalamazoo 
departed, holding approximately 125 
war protesters. While there certainly 
were a proliferation of long skirts 
and equally long beards, there was 
no stereotypical protester. I found 
this observation held constant not 
only for the people from Kalamazoo 
but from all over the country. 

Rolling out of Kalamazoo, I 
mulled over a few questions: Would 
the protest affect change? Would 
there be riots and arrests? And if 
we were protesting a war, why were 
so many people on my bus wearing 
camo? 

On a stop in Pennsylvania some 
teachers from Toledo invited Amanda 
and I to share breakfast with them. 
They have actively protested the 
war since the first troops landed in 
Iraq and remain enthusiastic about 
one's ability to change the course of 
history. 

''1' m here because there's a voice 
that needs to be heard," said the art 
teacher over coffee and eggs. 

The other two teachers nodded 
in agreement. Then, before we left, 
they paid for our 
breakfast. 

"You're poor 
college students, 
we got it," the 
art teacher said. 
We didn't know 
them, and I didn't 
see them at the 
rally but there 
was a community 
sense throughout 
the trip. There 
IS unity 
opposition. 

In 

The rally 

estimated 100,000 people lined up 
to display their resistance to the 
war. 

The reasons for attending the 
rally were as diverse as the people 
who attended. 

"I couldn't stay home anymore," 
a middle-aged woman from Grand 
Rapids told me. 

A grandmother from New 
Hampshire said, "I feel this war is 
so immoral and I've been opposed 
to it since we took the first step." 

"I felt like I did a lot of talking 
and not a lot of acting yet," said a 
young girl from Connecticut. 

In the metro station, a mother 
waited patiently with her 12-year
old daughter to purchase a ticket. "I 
have a daughter who feels strongly 
against the war and she's going to 
inherit the world so that's why I'm 
here," she said. 

"Some of my friends have dads 
or brothers or sisters' in the war," 
the l2-year-old said. 

A student from the University of 
New Hampshire said, "I came today 
because this is the most important 
time period in all history." 

Photol Jillian I 

l2-year-old 
Moriah Arnold 
spoke early on; 
before the rally 
she organized a 
petition in which 
she received 
3,000 signatures 
opposing the 
war. "There 

gathered at the 
Mall where 
hip-hop music 
blasted to an 
anticipating 
crowd. Rainbow 
peace flags, 

This exhibit, put on by Code Pink, tried 
to show the extent of the death in Iraq. 

are now over 
100,000 Iraqis 
dead and 3,000 
of our own 
servicemen. And 
for what?" she 
bellowed. If one 
had removed 
the podium and 
the 100,000 
protesters, I 
would have 

anarchy flags, and black unity flags 
waved among the people gathered. 
The signs varied from the profane 
to the banal: "Bombing for peace is 
like f***ing for virginity" to "Stand 
Up to Bush." The group grew, and 
by the time the speakers began, an 

thought she was 
throwing a temper tantrum over 
a toy she wanted. However, her 
youth highlighted the universality 
of the opposition. Young students, 
workers, and retirees came out. 
Some that came to Washington 
D.C., had protested since the 1960s 

while others just looked like they 
had been wearing the same clothes 
since 1960. 

Despite 
the diversity 
of ages, the 
parallels to the 
Vietnam War 
were inevitably 
drawn. A 
speech by 
Jane Fonda 
reinforced 
the sense of 
history. "I'm 
so sad that we 
still have to do 
this," she said. 

UP TO 
BUSH 

people storm the Capitol, mainly 
those self-described as anarchists. 
Also, the Students for a Democratic 

Society 
apparently 
revi ved since 
the Weather 
Underground 
days 
attempted to 
block traffic. 
However, no 
arrests 
made. 

were 

F 0 n d a 
quickly 
noted some 
d i ff ere n c e s 
between 
dissidence 
during the 
Vietnam War 

i McLaughlin 

Even little children spoke their minds 
about the war at the protest on Saturday. 

After hours 
of rallying, 
marching, and 
sightseeing, the 
bus departed. 
It arri ved back 
In Kalamazoo 
at 8 a.m. 
Sunday. I spent 
approximately 
12 hours In 

Washington and 
and dissidence over Iraq. "A lot of 
people have asked me today, 'What's 
the difference between now and the 
Vietnam War?' And I'll tell you one 
huge, crucial difference: It took six 
years for Vietnam Veterans, active
duty servicemen, Gold Star families 
to come out against the war. It has 
happened now within three years of 
the war." 

Fellow actors Sean Penn, Susan 
Sarandon and Tim Robbins spoke 
out against the war. Robbins' speech 
excited the crowd and chants of 
"Impeach Bush! Impeach Bush!" 
echoed throughout the Mall. 

With the crowd frenzied from 
Robbins' remarks, the march 
started. Some danced, others yelled, 
most appeared resolute. About 150 
yards from the Mall stood counter
demonstrators. While most showed 
respectful signs stating support for 
troops or such trivial insults like 
"hippies smell," one truly despicable 
image was a dummy of Jane Fonda, 
hanging by a noose from a tree 
branch with a sign around her neck 
reading: "Jane Fonda, American 
Traitor, B***h." Not particularly 
clever but certainly grisly. 

The march moved on peacefully 
for the most part. Clarissa Marks 
K'IO reported seeing about 50 

24 hours on a bus, which brought 
me back to my initial question: Did 
it make a difference? 

I walked back to campus with 
Amanda, Elizabeth Chiaravalli 
K'IO and Ben Cooper K'IO. The 
protest encouraged them, awakened 
a desire to do more. Chiara valli 
talked of creating a bigger 
movement on campus. Cooper 
expressed his delight in finding so 
many intelligent people against the 
war. Maybe we diq do something. 
Maybe 100,000 people from all 
over the country can express what 
millions of others have been saying 
over dinner, in the classroom, and 
in Op-Eds. 

I sat down to relax in my room 
and started reading the news. One of 
the ASSOCIated Press headlines read: 
"Crowds on Both Coasts Protest 
War." The last three paragraphs 
contained Bush's response: "Bush 
reaffirmed his commitment to his 
planned troop increase in a phone 
conversation Saturday with Iraqi 
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki ... 
'He understands that Americans 
want to see a conclusion to the 
war in Iraq and the new strategy 
is designed to do just that,' said 
Gordon Johndroe, a spokesman for 
the National Security Council." 
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Mahler: Excited to spend more time writing and teaching 
From Front 
Development. 

He describes his 
leadership style as one laid 
out in a collection of essays 
by 5'· Century philosopher, 
Lau Tsu. 

"One of my favorites 
is his 17'· essay which says 
that when a good leader has 
done his job, at the end of 
the day, people look at each 
other and say, 'we did it 
ourselves,''' Mahler said. 
"The role of leadership is 
enabling other people to 
do what they do best and 
that's something that I have 
learned over the past 10 
years here." 

gets a lot of satisfaction 
from promoting others." 

Griffin notes the work 
Mahler has contributed to 
the campus. "He's always 
been a big cheerleader for 
me," she said. "I have always 
gotten the impression that 
Greg thinks the faculty here 
are really good, that they are 
doing good work. I'm really 
grieved that he's leaving." 

Mahler said the reasons 
for his retirement had to 
do with fatigue and other 
obligations. 

focus more on his own 
personal research and 
academic work. Already 
the author of 23 
books and dozens 
more 
Mahler 

articles, 
looks 

to continue his 
work in Middle 
East ·politics. 

"Two or three 
of my publishers 
have been in 
touch with me 
about doing a new 
book," Mahler 
said. "But I need 
time." He will use 
his sabbatical for 
such research. 

strategic plan ." 
Mahler denies any 

connection between his 

and. I have worked very well 
together," Mahler said. "And 
one of my deepest regrets is 

that I will not get 
to work with the 
new dean, Sarah 
Westfall. " 

Still, Mahler 
looks forward to 
his new position. 
As provost, 
Mahler taught 
one class a year; 
a a full-time 
faculty member, 
he will have even 
more time in the 
classroom. 

"I have loved 
the classes that I 
have taught here," 
he said. 

Griffin, who has been 
under Mahler's supervision 
as Director of Teacher 
Development, appreciates 
his quiet leadership. 

"I was tired at the 
end of fall term," Mahler 
said. "In addition to the 
regular stuff, I was chairing 
two committees with the 
strategic plan on top of 
that. " 

He listed three motives 
for the move. First, most 
provosts' terms last on 
average only four or five 
years. His has stretched 10. 

Third, 
Mahler believes 
the timing is 
right. "In fairness 
to the college, 
this is the time 

Dr. Greg Mahler will step down as "I'd love to 
lege's provost at the end of this academic year. teach a first-year 

"I think that Greg has a 
deep sense offairness and of 
honor," Griffin said. "He's 
not a big self promoter. He 
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Second, he wants to 

from the retirement and those of other looking forward to having 
college's point of view. high-level administration. more time to work on my 
This is the time to bring in "I think that President writing and to work with 
a new provost with the new [Eileen B.] Wilson-Oyelaran even more students." 

Transgender: Herman speaks of tolerance, exposure 
From Front 
beginnmg of her life as a biological 
male with the genuine feeling of 
being a female. She illustrated this 
distinction as the difference between 
what one has "between their legs," 
and what one has "between their 
ears. " 

Herman matured, went to school, 
and even married on the basis ofwhat 
was "between her legs," but felt the 
pressure of wanting to express what 
she felt was "between her ears." 
She finally came out to her wife 
who turned out to be accepting and 
empathetic; they remained happily 
together for more than a decade 
afterward, until Herman's wife 
passed away. 

Herman went on to have 
sexual reassignment surgery, voice 
therapy to raise her voice. She 
went "stealth" for several years 
afterward, living fully as a woman 
without acknowledging publically 
her former gender-life. Today, 
Herman is fully out and proud of her 
gender. and she works to help others 

in similar situations, as well as to 
educate the general public about 
issues confronting all gender-variant 
people. 

The 
pi esentation 
focused on 
many issues, 
but emphasized 
the different 
categories of 
gender variation 
and how 
they've come 
to be called 
since being 

Herman also addressed the 
process of sexual reassignment 
surgery and dealt for an extended 

amount of time 
with the topic 
of insurance, 
psychology, 
and treatment 
for trans gender 
people. This 
can include 
hormone 
therapy, sexual 
reassignment 
surgery, and 
voice therapy. 

Altogether, 
Herman's 
message is one of 

tolerance and exposure: tolerance for an 
overwhelmingly understood minority, 
even amongst the LGBT community 
and its allies, and exposure to the greater 
variation the expression of one's gender 
and sexuality can encompass. 

r e cog n i zed, Joanne Herman speaks on Jan. 27 about 
par tic u I a r I y her experience as a transgender person. 
those most 
recently denoted : trans gender, 
someone born physically a man 
or woman who identifies with 
the opposite gender; intergender, 
someone who emerged from the 
womb with elements of both sexes 
physically intact; and gender-queer, 
or people who identify with either 
gender at different times. 

"No amount of socialization can 
overcome how you innately feel about 
your gender," Herman said. 
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Scottish band Camera Obscura to play Kraftbrau tomorrow 
By Jason Wyman, Staff Writer 

ou might wonder how the 
band Camera Obscura from 
Scotland decided to come 
to Kalamazoo, especially 

when the tour dates surrounding their 
show tomorrow night at the Kraftbrau 
Brewery are all giant market cultural 
hubs like Toronto, Chicago, and New 
York. The truth is, I don't know either, 
but they're coming and that's what's 
important. 

Every now and then, Kraftbrau 
manages to trick national - or in 
this case, international - bands into 
risking the descent into a comparatively 
tiny city where the band is forced to 
squeeze musical genius on a miniature 
10-by-1O stage along with whatever 
instruments it takes to make that genius 
come forth. 

Started in 1996 by members 
Tracyanne Campbell (vocalist) and 
Gavin Dunbar (bassist) Camera 
Obscura in the last 11 years has 
grown to six members and weathered 
a number of new and lost members 
throughout. Rising in popularity in the 
UK during the early 2000s, the band 
supported big acts like Snow Patrol, 

Beck, and Donovan, and toured the UK 
and Ireland in 2003. 

In 2004, responding to growing 
American demand, Camera Obscura's 
label, Elefant, released 
their second album 
"Underacillevers, Please 
Try Harder," through Merge 
records. The band then 
commenced its first North 
American tour. Last May the 
band released their newest 
album, "Let's Get Out of 
TIlls Country." Soon after 
they took their own advice, 
setting out for their second 
North American tour, willch 
brings them to Kalamazoo 
this Friday. 

rock instrumentation, but from time 
to time throws in trumpet, mandolin, 
harmonica, and organ. Strong bass lines 
working with the back beat percussion 

out of Burlington, Vermont, returning 
after previous successful shows in 
Kalamazoo. The two bands are in the 
process of touring together, and should 

serve to compliment each 
other well. The Essex Green 
has a similar sound to that 
of Camera Obscura, with a 
greater emphasis on shared 
lines between two guitarists 
and more vocals. The Essex 
Green also incorporates 
synthesizers for a more 
"classic" indie sound. 

Camera Obscura's 
sound can be described as 
a type of catchy indie pop, 

The Scottish band Camera Obscura will stop in Kalamazoo to
morrow night. The show starts at 10 p.m. at Kraftbrau Brewery. 

The fact of the matter is 
the show Friday night will 
be bringing two headliners 
to a city that rarely draws 
one. Kraftbrau, being a small 
venue with a low stage will 
be the perfect setting for 
watcillng two great indie 

but with the spectrum covered by the 
relatively young genre of indie, that 
doesn't provide adequate description. 
Their music and videos pair an element 
of ironic kitsch with real musical talent 
that's upbeat and easy to dance to. 

The band mostly uses the normal 

accentuate the danceable feel of the 
music while the vocals and guitar lines 
provide the indie, somewhat folksy, 
somewhat poppy overall sound of the 
music. 

Backing up Camera Obscura is 
label-mate The Essex Green based 

bands, and there's sure to be a clear circle 
for dancing. And, at $10 in advance and 
$12 the day of the show, it's even a good 
deal. To find out more, check out their 
websites at www.camera-obscura.net 
and www.essexgreen.com. The show 
starts at 10 p.m. 
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Kalamazoo's movie theater triumvirate 
By Alec Kempster, Staff Writer 

W
ith the recent opening 
of the Rave Theater in 
downtown Kalamazoo, 
there are now three 

different movie theaters all within 
IS minutes driving of Kalamazoo 
College. This list includes Rave 
Theater, Goodrich Kalamazoo 10, 
and Crossroads Cinema. With three 
theaters to choose from, and all 
playing basically the same movies, it 
can be difficult to decide which one 
to support. Barring this fact in mind, 
I decided to visi t all three theaters 
and' rank them according to which I 
thought provided the best movie going 
experience for the typical Kalamazoo 
College student. 

mall, it tends to be packed with high
schoolers who have terrible movie 
etiquette. There is nothing worse then 
going to see a movie and having a 
large group of people scream and talk 
through the whole thing. Crossroads 
Cinema is just your typical mall movie 
theater. It is relatively new, sporting 
stadium seating and 18 screens. Ticket 
prices are $5 for a matinee and $8 for 
a regular show time, or $6 with your 
student lD card. 

was accidentally printed the wrong 
ticket, and because he was 5 minutes 

the other two and a bit run down, but 
ticket prices more then make up for 

late for the start 
of the show, the 
manager 
him four 

gave 
free 

movie passes. 
It is also more 
likely to play 
movies which 
have a limited 
release like 
"Letters from 
Iwo Jima," 

By far the worst of the three 
IS Crossroads Cinema located in 
Portage right next-door to the mall. 
Its first drawback is the distance from 
Kalamazoo College. Depending on 
traffic, and the timing of the lights, 
it can take anywhere from IS to 20 
minutes to get there. 

The Rave Theater has drawn a 
lot of attention lately, and ranks at 
number two for Kalamazoo movie 
theaters. Centrally located, the Rave 
Theater boasts stadium seating, 14 
screens, and a new high definition 
digital projection system. They have a 
parking garage right next door so you 
don't have to look for a spot on the 
street, and they validate your parking 
as you exit the theater. Ticket prices 
are comparable to that of Crossroads, 
but the overall experience has no 
comparison. Because the theater IS 

brand new and trying to gain popular 
support, everything is extremely 
clean, and attendants are overly nice. I 
talked to one Kalamazoo student who 

which is playing 
nowhere else in 
Kalamazoo. Part 
of the city's effort 
to help improve 
the vitality of 
the downtown 
area, supporting 
the Rave also 
means you 
are su pporting 
the city of 
Kalamazoo. 

Ale< Kempster's movie theater 

this fact. Because 
the Rave Theater 
has taken away 
so much of its 
business, and it 
does not have 
the convenience 
of being located 
near a mall, 
the Kalamazoo 
Goodrich 10 
has dropped its 
prices way down. 
A matinee is only 
$2 and a regular 
show time with 
student lD is 
only $3. There 
is nowhere else 
that I know of 
where you can 
see a brand new 
movie for only 
$2. If you are 
a student on a 
limited budget, 
is definitely the 

The worst part about the theater 
however is the crowd of people 
who consistently go there. Because 
Crossroads is located right by the 

Of the three 

ings: No. 1 - Goodrich Kalamazoo 10; 
No.2 - Rave Theater; NO.3 - Crossroads Cinema. 

theaters, the Kalamazoo Goodrich 10 the Goodrich 10 
remains my favorite. It is older than place to go. 

Kalamazoo Symphony treats Epic Center crowd to an enchanting evening 
By Phil Taylor, News Editor 

he Kalamazoo 
Symphony treated 
audiences to an 
intimate, candlelit 

evening of music at its "Winter 
Evening" concert last Friday 
evening at the Epic Center in 
downtown Kalamazoo. 

Diverse performances by 
the Kalamazoo Symphony's 
own woodv.ind quintet, 
percussion duo, and Burdick
Thome String Quartet delighted 
a sold out audience of around 
100 with masterful rhythms and 
passionate dynamic changes. 

Audience members were 
packed tightly at candlelit 
dining tables at the appropriately 
nicknamed "black box" Epic 
Theatre. The small, cube-shaped 

and dimly-lit venue allowed 
audience members to transcend 
the boundaries that nomlally 
exist between performer and 
audience, giving the listener 
a sense of participation in the 
musical dramas them <;elves. 
The neamess of the musicians 
to the audience made for a cozy 
evening serenade for patrons, 
who enjoyed the complimentary 
gourmet coffee provided by 
Heilman's. 

The music began with a 
perfomlance of the blissful 1898 
piece "Woodwind Quintet" by 
the German composer August 
Klughardt. Drawing from the 
romantic influence ofSchurnann 
and Liszt, the piece opened 
with a series of lightly-flowing 

melodies that fell in and out of 
unison with each other, as the 
musicians engaged in a willowy 
dialogue of verse and response. 
The disciplined intonations 
of artist-in-residence Gabriel 
Renteria on oboe added passion 
to the swelling crescendos and 
delicate decrescendos in the 
third movement. 

The second performance 
featured the rhythnucalJy savvy 
percussion talents of Greg Secor 
and artist-in-residence Mark 
Gutllrie. Breaking in and out 
of multiple rllythms and tempos 
on marinlbas, the two opened 
with a vibrant interpretation of 
"Sunset Glow," composed by the 
marinlba master Dave Samuels 
of the smooth jazz group Spyro 

Gyra. The duo stepped "out of 
the box" on their second piece 
Palindromes and Puzzles, which 
featured syncopated rhythms 
and clashing tempos using knee
slaps, tom-torns, wave cymbals, 
a bass dnrrn, snare and cow
bell. 

The fulale featured the 1881 
composition of "String Quartet 
No.2" by the Russian composer 
Alexander Borodin. Though 
he saw classical composition 
as a mere "distraction" from 
his work as a distinguished 
chemist, Borodin is considered 
one of the famous "Big Five" 
Russian composers who sought 
to mtegrate the quintessence 
of Russian music mto their 
work. The highlight of the 

piece was the performance of 
violinist Julia Neckerman, who 
confidently traversed the piece's 
many mood swings, searnlessly 
switching from nurturing tones 
of warmth to sterner tones of 
repr4nand. The final movement 
featured dissonant harmonies 
that, contrary to the expectations 
of the listener, never did 
find a resolution. It left an 
appreciative audience with 
something to think about while 
they enjoyed complimentary 
deserts and coffee liquors from 
the Epic Bistro. 

The fulal "Epic Evening" of 
the Kalamazoo Symphony will 
feature Bach's "Brandenburg 
Concerto No.4," April 13 and 
14 at the Epic Center. 
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What to do for the under 21 crowd in Kalamazoo 
By Georgia Knapp and Anna Simmons, Staff Writers 

hat good is sitting 
alone in your room? 

These words are 
exactly what goes 
through the minds of 

many K students, especially those 
under 21 and without a car. You may 
be thinking that the only activities 
available to you are those provided 
through the college. Well we're here to 
tell you that tbat isn't true. As fellow 
"underagers," let us show you just 
bow many options tbere are for pre-21 
students who are without a car: 

Kalamazoo Institute of Arts: 
314 South Park St. Hours: Tuesday 
- Saturday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sunday, 
noon - 5 p.m. 

Admission is free for most 
exhibits and events. Cbeck out 
tbeir website to see the variety of 
events tbat are offered, including 
filtn festivals, music concerts, and 
ballroom dancing once a month. KIA 
offers a fine cultural experience that 
is a short walk from campus and can 
be easily accomplished on a scbool 
day. For a calendar of events go to 

www.kiarts.org. 

Rave Movie Theatre: 180 
Portage St. 

A show is $6 with a college 
ID, day or night. Rave is a bip new 
cinema where you can catch all the 
latest movie releases. Just a quick 
stroll downtown and you're able to 

• beat tbose "winter blahs." For a list 
of show times and what's playing, 
call (269) 381-5952. 

Walking Mall: A straight walk 
down West Main Street until you reach 
the Radisson Hotel, this downtown 
area is the perfect spot wben you may 
be feeling overwhelmed with papers 
and homework and just need to get 
out of the "bubble" for a while. 

Not only does the Walking 
Mall serve as a relaxing walk from 
campus, it also has a plethora of neat 
shops and eateries, not to mention 
Bronson Park, and the Kalamazoo 
Public Library nearby. A visit to the 
Walking Mall is an inexpensive and 
fun way to find breathing room from 
homework and can be easily done, 

Food, dance and fun at Metro club 
~y Kaitlyn Walter, Staff Writer 

U
ntil recently, the city 
of Kalamazoo has 
disappointed me to the 
extent that I was sure that 

I would not be able to find more 
than a few places off campus that I 
would actually want to go to more 
than twice. At last, Kalamazoo has 
redeemed itself in my eyes for the 
moment, and all because of a place 
that looks highly suspicious and 
sketch during the day, bu~ at night 
is livened inside with a swell of 
loud bass and people having a great 
time. 

Metro, a local gay club, has 
become one of my favorite off 
campus spots. The interior is very 
nice and is part bar, kitchen, and 
dance club. The music is generally 
good, there's a TV in a few of the 
comers showing music videos, and 

the dance floor is really nifty with 
flashing and colored lights. (The 
dance floor is separated from the 
bar area.) The kitchen is usually 
open until 10 p.m., and the bar is for 
people 21 and up and closes around 
I :30 a.m. The whole places closes 
at 2 a.m. 

I've gone to this club for the 
past three weekends and each time 
I had a blast, although I found that 
when I went with a small group of 
people I had a lot more fun than I 
did with a large group. 

The only real problem I have 
is that smoking is allowed on the 
dance floor as well as in the barf 
restaurant area. I bate getting home 
and finding my wool coat smells 
like cigllrettes, so I love that they 
offer coat checking. Ask the bouncer 
for a key; lockers are located in the 

even if you're strapped for time. 

Crossroads Mall: 6650 S. 
Westnedge Ave. Hours: Monday -
Thursday, I 0 a.m. - 9 p.m., Friday, 
10 a.m. - 10p.m., Saturday, 8 a.m. -
10 p.m., Sunday II a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Like any mall, Crossroads 
contains various restaurants, a 
food court, and offers a variety of 
popular stores from FYE to Bath 
& Body Works and Spencer Gifts 
to Macy's. If you are without a 
car, transportation requires a 45-
minute bus ride, but from this area 
you are within walking distance of 
other stores and restaurants such as 
Target, Barnes & Noble, Old Navy, 
Carrabba's, Noodles and Co., and 
much more. For those without their 
own mode of transportation, a trip 
out to Crossroads normally requires 
a few hours. Be sure to check the bus 
schedules before you go so as not to 
get stranded. For more information, 
call (269) 327-6600. 

Kalamazoo Valley Museum: 
230 N. Rose St. (next to the Radisson 

back, away from the 
smoke. In addition, the 
bathrooms are clean 
and every time I've 
been there they were 
fully stocked. 

Hotel). Hours: Monday - Saturday, 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sunday, 1 p.m. - 5 
p.m. 

General admission is free. This 
interactive museum presents a great 
way to spend an afternoon and 
sponsors a variety of activities from 
films to ever-changing exhibits and 
exciting planetarium shows. Certain 
sbows may require a small fee so be 
sure to call ahead at (269) 373 -7990 
or check out the website for a list of 
events at http://kvm.kvcc.edu/. 

Theaters: The Kalamazoo area 
is home to many theaters where you 
can be assured that nearly every night 
there is a show going on somewhere. 
Most theaters offer student discounts 
with college ID, and tickets can often 
be ordered offline or via phone. For 
more information on what's playing, 
visit www.theatrekalamazoo.org. 

Now you know some of the 
opportunities available to you in 
the city of Kalamazoo. To check 
out more things to do, visit www. 
gokzoo.com. 

Another problem a 
few people ran into was 
not having the correct 
type of identification. 
Since it's a bar and it's 
18 and up, you have 
to have a government
issued ID with your 
birth date on it (driver'S 
license, passport, state 
ID, international ID). 

With food and dance, the Metro club brings a fun night
spot to oftentimes lackluster Kalamazoo social scene. 

College IDs are not allowed. If 
you're under 21 then you'll get two 
wristbands and two X·s. They also 
keep your ID until you leave. 

Metro is located at 411 N. 

Westnedge, on the comer of 
Westnedge and West Main. Parking 
is usually sparse and walking 
from campus only takes about 15 
minutes. 
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Three Red Hot Restaurants 
By Chelsea Phelps and Kate Boehm, Executive Editors 

F
inding something to do 
in Kalamazoo can be 
challenging, whether you 
are going on a hot date or 
heading out with friends. 

The nightlife can be sub-par, but 
there are a plethora of excellent 
restaurants in Kzoo. Index staffers 
Kate Boehm, Chelsea Phelps dlld 
Rhiannon Thomas took the liberty of 
sampling a few of them for you. 

SushiYa 
242 E. Kalamazoo Ave. (across 

from Shakespeare's) 

If you like sushi, you must eat 
here. The menu boasts a tremendous 
selection; sashimi, rolled, or from 
the kitchen, they have it. While some 
of the specialty items, particularly 
the selections with seafood, run a 
little more expensive, for around 
$5 you can get nine spicy tuna rolls 
with extra spicy tuna on top. The 
three of us each had our own entrees 
- spicy tuna rolls, spicy California 
rolls, and avocado rolls - then we 
split a specialty shrimp roll, which 
was gigantic and delicious. 

The atmosphere at Sushi-Ya was 
overall Japanese contemporary, with 
some crazy techno music playing 
that was a bit too trendy for our 
tastes. However, the complimentary 
moist towel at the end of the meal 
more than made up for it. If you're 

House of Cards By Caleb Waldron 

dining solo or on an awkward first 
date, you can sit at the counter and 
watch your sushi being prepared. 
The wait staff is excellent, the food 
is superb, and it's about 
a 15-minute walk from 
campus. 

Juanita's 
180 I S. Burdick 

Chances are if 
you've taken a Spanish 
class at K, you have 
traveled to Juanita's for 
an evento. If not, it's 
perfectl y sinful to be 
missing out on the most 
authentic Mexican food 
in Kalamazoo. 

out of the processed food bubble. 
While Juanita's may not have a 
dollar menu, it's very reasonably 
priced. Each person can eat for about 

notice this hidden gem - unless 
you were at the Velvet Touch. Rasa 
Ria is an authentic Malaysian and 
Indonesian restaurant, family-owned 

and operated. 
The restaurant 

While it's a bit 
further away and a little 
bit harder to find, it 
is well worth the trip. 
Nestled in the rear of 

Photo/ Kate Boehm 
The new downtown Kalamazoo restaurant, SushiYa, serves up its food with 
flair: (from back) avacado rolls, crab rolls, wild boy rolls and California rolls. 

itself is small, so take 
out may be your only 
option if it's crowded. 
For the portions of 
food served, you more 
than get your money's 
worth. The three of us 
tried cashew chicken, 
beef curry, and the 
house noodles. Beware 
of the noodles, which 
the menu indicates 
include seafood. This 
will get you copious 
amounts of shrimp, 
but if you do not like 
calamari or what we 
believe was possibly 
octopus, steer clear. 

a convenience store, 
the restaurant has an atmosphere of 
community as patrons and regulars 
converse with the staff. This place is 
really low key but very comfortable. 
And it has great food. 

Tostadas, enchiladas, and 
tamales led to our healthy indulgence 
for the evening. Everything is very 
fresh, too, and very authentic. If you 
can't live without your Taco Bell 
guacamole, it's time for you to step 

$6, plus tip. Juanita's makes our top 
pick because not only does it provide 
excellent food, it's off the beaten 
path that we all tread everyday here 
in the K bubble. 

Rasa Ria 
1921 W. Main St. 

The last time you drove down 
West Main, you probably didn't even 

Don't get the 
wrong impression; the food was 
excellent and part of the fun of 
ordering was not knowing exactly 
what was coming out of the kitchen. 
This food is healthier than Chinese 
as it is not deep fried, and it is less 
spicy than Indian. The menu has a 
wide variety and each person can 
eat for around $7. Rasa Ria isn't far 
from campus and definitely worth 
the walk. 
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Voices from afar: 
Reflections of Juniors on study abroad 

Two cockroaches, two crickets, and a 
thick, black spider the size of a Sodexbo 
chocolate chip cookie. They make up the 
death toll of insects that I've killed in my 
bedroom since my arrival in Costa Rica 
on Jan. 8. And the number is rising. 

Oh, and I have fleas. 
San Jose, Costa Rica, is a city in a 

bowl. I say this because to look at the 
horizon here is to see mountains on 
all sides, surrounding the city like the 
rim of a crater. The city has its share of 
hills, and climbing one to catch the sun 
setting behind the mountains is a sight to 
behold. 

is blatantly not Costa Rican, i.e. everyone 
in our program) women, can expect a 
barrage of cat calls, whistles, hissing, car 
horns and even car alarms while walking 
down the street. We are assured that this 
is all in good fun, but on occasion, if 
you're really lucky, you might get a "hey 
baybee" or even, as a fellow K student 
experienced, an "I ... love ... you" from a 
random muchacho on the sidewalk. 
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Coffee, rice cooking in crock pots, and 
sweltering trash mingle together to create 
a potent and unique aroma, though the 
trash when smelled alone is comparable 
to being buried under a pile of dirty 
socks and rotting cottage cheese, and 
is just as difficult to escape. The coffee, 
on the other hand, is unmatchable. Most 
TIeos (Costa Ricans) drink it with every 
meal, and by now it probably makes up 
a decent percentage of my blood. They 
also love their rice and beans here, and 
anything else filled with carbohydrates. 
For example, my dinner a couple nights 
ago consisted of spaghetti, rice and french 
fries. The food is delicious, though, and 
the coffee makes everything alright. 

Oh, the sidewalks. Think of walking 
across a giant chunk of Swiss cheese, 
only the cheese is made of crumbly 
concrete and littered with stray dogs and 
empty milk boxes. (Yes, that's boxes of 
milk.). That pretty much sums up the San 
Jose death traps, or rather, sidewalks. 

Adventurers Mariah Frye (left), Blake McDonald (center), and Sarah Ar
nosky, shown here at Palmeres, seem to be enjoying themselves in Costa Rica. 

Traffic is, in a word, lunacy. 
Pedestrians do not, I repeat, 00 NOT 
have the right away, and of that they are 
constantly reminded. I am still trying to 
figure out why they even bothered to 
paint lines on the asphalt, because the 
concept of "lanes" clearly has yet to reach 
San Jose. On a betternote, though, taking 
a ride in a taxi is the cheapest equivalent 
to a ride on a Tilt-a-Whirl that I have ever 
encountered. 

as far as food, transportation, and movies 
go - tll0ugh probably not as cheap as 
they would have been in Oaxaca. 

The homestay experience continues 
to be our primary source of real language 
exposure and practice, since most of our 
"madres" do not speak any English at all. 
It is amazing what the program directors, 
both here and in Kalamazoo, came up 
with for us given the limited time they 
had to prepare for our arrival. 

shade of skin cancer." Between hiking, 
failed (but fun) attempts at surfing, and 
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches on the 
beach, the weekend was a success, and a 
predecessor for many great weekends fo 
come. 

Everyday comes complete with its 
own set of adventures. On a daily basis, 
women, especially gringo (anyone who 

Since our program here in Costa Rica 
was supposed to take place in Oaxaca, 
and because all of our orientations were 
geared toward preparing us for Mexican 
life and culture, we were pretty clueless 
about what to expect upon arrival. As it 
turns out, things here are pretty cheap -

Two weekends ago, our group packed 
onto a bus and took the 4-hour trek to 
Manuel Antonio National Park. The 
weather was perfect, and by the end of the 
first day most of us were, as my withering 
Lonely Planet book puts it, "a healthy 

As the days fly by, I think we are 
all beginning to leam that the close 
encounters with large and grotesque 
insects, bottomless pits in the sidewalks, 
near death experiences with insane cab 
drivers, and even the fleas are all essential 
parts of the study abroad experience. 
We each face our own daily struggles 
and triumphs, and have already made 
memories that will last a lifetime. 

-Mariah Frye. K'OB. 

Counseling Corner: What you need to know about suicide 
By Danielle W. Standish, Ph.D. 
Contributor: Counseling Center 

College can be difficult 
for students. Many are 
struggling with the transition of 
leaving home and becoming 
independent. Others are 
struggling with the idea of 
leaving school and finding a 
place in the world. Still others 
are struggling with family 
issues, financial concerns, and 
academic pressures. 

Regardless of the specific 
struggles, students report feeling 
isolated, lost, lonely, confused, 
anxious, stressed and hopeless. 
All of these feelings may lead 

to depression and untreated 
depression is the No. 1 cause 
of suicide. Suicide is the second 
leading cause of death for 
college students. 

Unfortunately. we all 
probably know someone who 
has died from suicide because it 
is so prevalent. In America, for 
every three murders, there are 
five suicides. However, there 
are signs that we can look for to 
decrt:aSe the chances of suicide 
in our community. 

We should be mindful 
of our friends' emotional and 
behavioral changes. They 
may express feelings of 
overwhelming emotional pain, 

hopelessness.powerlessness.and 
severe worthlessness. They may 
also become withdrawn. sad, 
irritable and/or anxious. They 
may isolate themselves from you 
and other friends, neglect their 
physical appearance, and begin 
doing poorly in schoolwork or 
other activities. 

Circumstances may 
also lead to increased risk of 
suicide. If a friend has recently 
experienced a death or critical 
illness of a friend or relative, 
a divorce, or loss of health, he 
or she may be struggling with 
thoughts of suicide. Most people 
who contemplate suicide only 
have a few of the warning signs 

Listed above. 
One should also be 

extremely aware of friends 
with explicit suicidal behavior. 
Explicit suicidal behavior 
includes previous suicide 
attempts, statements about 
suicidal feelings, development 
of a suicidal plan, reckless 
behavior, making out a will or 
giving away possessions and 
inappropriately saying goodbye. 

If you encounter someone 
you think may be suicidal, there 
are many ways to be helpful. You 
can take them seriously and be 
willing to act immediately. You 
should ask them very directly 
if they are having thoughts of 

suicide. If they indicate that they 
are having tll0ughts of suicide, 
do not leave them alone and get 
professional help immediately. 

On Kalamazoo College's 
campus, one should alert 
a counseling center staff 
member, resident assistant, 
area coordinator and/or campus 
safety. Locally, Gryphon Place 
(269-381-1510) is an excellent 
resource for crisis intervention 
and suicide prevention. A 
national suicide hotline is 1-800-
SUICIDE. If you are concerned 
about yourself or someone else, 
get help immediately because 
one suicide in our commluUty is 
too many. 
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Eating disorders and body image: a very male complex 
By Michael Schoettle 
Staff Writer 

The world of eating disorders is 
often feminized in the media today. 
Contemporary criticism surrounding 
body image tends to reflect this 
female bias in that it ignores the fact 
that men are constantly presented 
with what a 2005 CBS news report 
called "the pressure to be thin and 
look good." While body image 
issues and eating disorders can be 
separated, they often go hand-in
hand. 

In the same CBS report, Sondra 
Kronberg, co-founder and director 
of the Eating Disorder Associates 
Treatment and Referral Center, 
noted that "males are taking on [an] 
unhealthy obsession with thinness 
and perfection, and as a result we 
are seeing an increased incidence in 
eating disorders in males." 

This phenomenon is 
reflected in the National Eating 
Disorders Association report 
that approximately I 0 percent of 
reported eating disorder patients 
are male. A report published in 
"Gear" magazine noted that "one 
in six cases of eating disorders 
are diagnosed in men." Studies 
also indicate that athletes who are 
runners, swimmers, dancers, and 
wrestlers are more susceptible to 
eating disorders because of the 
weight stipulations of their chosen 
sport. 

While studies indicate that 
college-aged men experience 
anorexia and bulimia, these realities 
have not seemed to appear on 
Kalamazoo's campus. 

According to Kalamazoo 
College's counseling center 
director, Dr. Pat Ponto, she has 
not worked with any male students 
experiencing anorexia or bulimia 
in the 20 years that she has been 
at Kalamazoo. Ponto said that 
eating disorders, whether in men or 
women, essentially "have to do with 
control. The biggest thing is [that] 
we know there are male college 
students with eating disorders and 
we are certainly here to help ." 

While anorexia and bulimia 
occupy one end of the eating 
disorder spectrum, the obsession to 

gain weight in order to be viewed as 
more masculine and attractive is on 
the other. 

Much like women are presented 
with Barbie dolls in chiidhood, men 
are presented with the 
male body prototype 
as children. Kronberg, 
for instance, pointed 
out that "action 
figures present 
subtle messages of 
unrealistic role models 
of well-sculpted, 
heavily muscled, 
'perfect' bodies that 
little boys see as their 
role models." 

The G.I. Joe 
image is indicative 
of the two faces of 
male body image 
and eating disorders. 
Unlike women, who 
have to confront 
societal demands to be thin, men 
face demands to be both thin and 
lean (in our increasingly overweight 
society) and to be muscular in order 
to attain masculine nirvana. 

According to "The Adonis 
Complex: The Secret Crisis of Male 
Body Obsession," a book by Drs. 
Harrison Pope, Roberto Olivardia 
and Katherine A. Phillips, "men 
suffer serious body-image disorders, 
including eating disorders, and 
.. . 3 million American men have 
abused steroids." This complex is 
also referred to as "bigorexia," a 
male eating disorder to gain weight 
with protein shakes, supplements, 
steroids, and obsessive workout 
regiments. 

On' Kalamazoo College's 
campus, the Adonis Complex is 
epitomized by the male activities 
in the weight room. Rarely do you 
men utilize the treadmill, bicycle, 
or elliptical machines - and if they 
do, most are on for a maximum of 
I 0 or 15 minutes. 

Instead, the gym is divided by 
gender: women dominate the side 
with the cardiovascular workout 
equipment, while men rule the 
weight lifting side. Cardiovascular 
workout machines are far 
outnumbered by their weightlifting 
equipment brethren. Why do men 

not use the cardio equipment? A K 
athlete and sophomore said it was 
his belief that "the treadmills are 
kind of a girl thing." 

Without a doubt, popular 

culture influences male Americans' 
drive to get ripped. MTV's reality 
show "The Duel" is made up of men 
with muscular. chests, huge quads, 
and Herculean-sized biceps. The 
retail clothing line Abercrombie 
and Fitch only compounds this male 
body image stereotype with its male 
models. 

K swimmer Paul Ellis, a 
freshman, says "it is about being 
sculpted and trying to look like 
some Greek god." Unfortunately, 
the reality is that no matter how big 
or lean one gets, there will always 
be someone leaner and bigger than 
you . 

What about when athletes are 
told by their coaches to lose weight 
to drop a weight class in wrestling 
or to run or swim faster? Is dropping 
or gaining weight condonable if it is 
for improved athletic performance? 
What is the fine line between 
being healthy and having an eating 
disorder? 

According to one athlete, who 
wished to remain anonymous, "I've 
definitely gotten pressure from [my] 
coach .. . I would have to eat two 
to three peanut butter and banana 
sandwiches every night freshman 
year [to gain weight], and this was 
after three meals at Hicks." 

According to Ponto, one of the 

differentiating factors between being 
health conscious and having an 
eating disorder is that of obsession. 
She notes that when students "obsess 
about what they eat" and "when 

they are going to 
eat next," those are 
trouble signs. 

In our society, 
eating disorders and 
sports are seen in 
separate spheres, 
because gaining 
or losing weight is 
about performance 
and achievement, 
rather than solely 
for physical beauty. 
However, Ponto's 
assertion about 
obsession applies 
for athletic-related 
eating disorders. The 
line is crossed when 
anyone, athlete or 

non-athlete, begins to obsess about 
eating and their weight. 

The issues surrounding male 
eating disorders and body image 
should not be stereotyped as a gay 
male issue either. 

University of Iowa psychiatry 
professor Dr. Arnold Anderson 
notes that "80 percent of men with 
eating disorders whether bulimia 
or anorexia - are heterosexual." 
Studies show that while gay men 
might seem to emphasize physical 
appearance more than their straight 
counterparts, the reality is that they 
simply are more open to discussing 
it. And diwlssion is exactly what is 
needed to confront male body image 
and eating disorders. 

The solution for both cases 
starts with open dialogue. Men and 
women need to step up to the plate 
and recognize that eating disorders 
and body image issues exist for men 
as well as women. Ponto notes that 
there is a general lack of reporting of 
eating disorders on campus, male or 
female, and that "enormous denial" 
issues must be faced before any 
resolution can occur. 

As a campus, Kalamazoo College 
should be aware of these issues; 
the college's health and counseling 
centers are great resources to utilize 
to begin addressing these problems. 
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Granholm's tax plan the right choice 
By Andrew Tyner 
Contributor 

As the Michigan State 
Legislature reconvenes III 

the early days of January, 
it IS faced with critically 
important business, 
including the replacement of 
Michigan 's Single Business 
Tax (SBT). 

The tax, estab Iished in 
1975, has been the center of 
some controversy since its 
inception. Although there 
have been many points of 
contention in the tax, one 
of the most commonly cited 
concerns is over the fact that 
a significant portion of the 
SBT's revenue IS derived 
from a tax on a business' 
payroll, meaning that the 
bigger a business ' payroll, 
the more money in taxes it 
will have to pay. 

Thus, the SBT, as it 

currently stands, serves as 
a deterrent for employers to 
hire additional employees. 
Considering the challenges 
Michigan faces in the 
years ahead, including 
an unemployment rate 2 
percent higher than the 
national average, the state's 
policies should be focused 
on providing incentives for 
business to hire our fellow 
citizens, not deterrents . 

So, we can all agree that 
the SBT should be repealed. 
However, it cannot just end 
there, since the SBT collects 
some $2 billion yearly, 
comprising more than 20 
percent of the state's budget. 
If the state did not replace 
the SBT, the loss in revenue 
would result in drastic cuts 
III education, health care, 
public safety, and other vital 
services. Again, considering 
the challenges Michigan 

faces in the 

obstacles I overcome 
years ahead, 
our state 
government 

If you're committed to expanding customer relationships 
and care about (bng what'S nght for your customer, 
we want you to Jom our Innovative team today_ 

must be 
willing to 
invest in its 
ci tizenry, and 
that requires 
replacing the 
revenue lost 
by the repeal 
of the SBT. 

But 
how should 
Michigan 
replace the 
revenue 
while still 

key advantage of the 
Michigan Business Tax 
is that it broadens the tax 
base - basically who and 
what will be taxed - while 
lowering the tax rate, 
thereby maintaining revenue 
levels while lowering the 
overall tax burden. The tax 
base, which now includes 
gross receipts, assets, and 
business income (taxed at 
a rate of 0.125, 0.125, and 
1.875 percent, respectively), 
will not include a tax on 
payroll, thus getting rid of 
the deterrent that so plagued 
the SBT. 

The Michigan Business 
Tax will provide tax relief 
to 111,000 of Michigan's 
businesses while only raising 
taxes for 34,000 businesses, 
and it will also preserve the 
$600 million in tax cuts to 
businesses that Granholm 
signed into law III 2006. 
While I am not in favor of 
tax cuts for the sake of lining 
the pockets of Michigan's 
already wealthy, III this 
instance, the tax cuts as 
well as the lowered business 
tax rates will result III 

Michigan remaining revenue 
neutral , while allowing 
businesses to invest more 
in their operations at home, 
thereby leading to a lower 
unemployment rate. 

The Michigan Business 
Tax represents what can 
be great about the political 
process, and that IS the 
politics of compromise. It 
does seem that all interests 
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a 
competitive 
business 
climate? 

The 
answer lies 
in Gov. 
Jennifer 
Granholm 's 
proposed 
Michigan 
Bu s iness 
Tax. The 

Michigan businesses will see 
a net decrease in what they 
pay III taxes. Meanwhile, 
non-business owners can 
rest assured that Michigan 
will retain the revenue of 
the SBT, and thus maintain 
the services that the state 
provides, while not having a 
raise in their taxes . 

The Michigan Business 
Tax is the right replacement 
for the Single Business Tax. 
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WILLS PHOTO POLL 
Who will win the Super Bowl: 

the Chicago Bears 
or the Indianapolis Colts? 

I'm gom' with the Colts. 
The "why" is Rex Gross
man. I think he's awful 
compared to Manning. 

-Matt Goldberg K'07 

The Bears. 
I'm from Chicago. 

-Coco Corbett K'09 

The Colts, obviously, 
because it's an offensive 
league these days. It'll 
be a close game, but the 
Colts will pull it off. 

-Ray Grarnble K'09 

I'll say the Bears. Peo
ple that I've talked to are 
Bears fans and I'm going 
to support them. 

-Sarah Galli K' 10 

Compiled by Will Walkington, Art Editor. 
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Super Bowl XLI 
It took all four quarters, but 

eventually, Peyton Manning and 
the Colts managed a thrilling 38-34 
come-ITom-behind victory over the 
Patriot~ in the AFC Championship 
to catapult them to their first Super 
Bowl in 37 years. Now that they're 
there, though, don't expect the Colts 
players (0 reminisce. 

It has taken Manning nine 
years to accomplish what his Hall 
of fame quarterback father never 
accomplished, and he is not taking 
this opportunity for granted. 

You can bet that Manning, the 
consummate student of the game, 
has been studiously reviewing the 
1I1S and outs of dIe Bears valmted 
defense, which should come easy 
for him considering the Bears use 
the same cover-2 scheme as the 
Colts, a look he has gotten used to 
in practice the past several years. 

TIle Bears' cover-2 will look 
to shut down deep threats Marvin 
Harrison and Reggie Wayne, which 
is fine according to Colts tight ends 
Dallas Clark and Ben Utecht. who 
have combined for most of the 42 
receptions by Colts tight ends 111 the 
posL~eason. 

Clark in particular played a 
vital role in the Colts' second half 
comeback against dIe Patriots and 
should see a lot of action Sunday if 
Brian Urlacher bites on dIe Colt~' 
dangerous play-action pass. 

The Bears' best chance at dis
ruptmg the flow of the game is 
through the performance of special 
teams phenom Dcvin Hester, who 
will be a challenge for the Colts' 
inconsistcnt special teams coverage 
unit. But that won't be enough. TIlis 
year's Super Bowl championship 
will come at long last to a very de
ser.1ng Manning, head coach Tony 
Dungy, team president BlII Pohan, 
and the outstanding fans of India
napoli . 

-Phil 7i.1}10l; Colts Cohort 

It was the famous "Monsters of 
the Midway" and coach Mike Ditka 
who, in 1985, led dIe Bears to their 
last Super Bowl victory. A celebra
tory shuffle ensued. But Bears fans 
haven't had much to cheer about 
since then. 

TIlis year's team has let us 
loyal Chicago fans raise our drink
ing gla~ses while celebrating our 
playoff wins instead of crying into 
thcm over losses. Led by head 
coach Lovie Smith as well as an ex
tremely strong defensive unit led by 
stalwart Bryan Urlacher, the team 
has a lot of strength to pull them to 
a Super Bowl win over the Colts on 
Sunday. 

Even though the CoIL~ are 
led by one of the game's greatest 
quarterbacks, Peyton Manning, In
dianapolis has weak pomts for the 
Bears to exploit. The Bears totaled 
183 yard~ of rushing in their last 
playoff gan1e against Ne\oV Orleans. 
The Colts' undersized line does not 
stand much chance holding back 
TIlomas Jones, Cedric Benson, and 
Chicago's experienced, aggressive 
offensive line. 

TIle middle of the Colts' de
fense can be worn down and needs 
to be attacked. And given the 
streakiness of Bears' quarterback 
Rex Grossrna.n, running through the 
Colts is gomg to be the team's key 
to success. Grossman has a good 
ann, and his long ball has gotten the 
team out of numerous tight games. 
But all he needs to do is take care 
of the ball By keeping turnovers to 
a mimmum, the Bears can sit back 
and rely on their defense. 

And if the relentlessness of 
that defense and top-ranked sp<.:cial 
teams urnt continues to cause the 
other squad to cough up tlle football, 
Mannmg is going to have hL~ hands 
full thi ' weekend. 

Daaa Bears. 
-fall Behl; Be.ars Buff 

The Index Sports 

The Kalamazoo Hornet basketball teams play a home doublehead
er versus Alma on Saturday. The women start at 3 p.m.; the men tip off at 5. 

Sports in brief: Women's swimmers 
race past Olivet, basketball teams fall 
By Mike Leifeld 
Sports Editor 

Women's basketball 

The women's basketball team fell to 
2-9 in MIAA play after losing two league 
contests last week to Adrian and Hope. 

On Wednesday, Jan. 24, rebounding 
and turnovers hurt the Hornets as they 
fell at Adrian 63-55. Kalamazoo had 18 
turnovers and was out-rebounded 51-41. 

Kelsea Howell led Kalamazoo with 
20 points, seven rebounds and four steals. 
Briana Hendrix added 12 points. 

Turnovers hurt the Hornets again 
on Saturday as K gave dIe ball away 31 
tinles en route to a 101-53 loss at Hope. 

Howell bad 13 points and five 
steals. 

The women play Alma at home on 
Saturday at 3 p.m. 

Men's basketball 

The men's hoops team let a lead 
against Calvin slip away last Wednesday 
and fell to Hope on Saturday as the 
Hornets are still looking for their first 
league win. 

Kalamazoo led 33-26 at halftime 
against Calvin but couldn't hold on to dIe 
lead Calvin shot 5 I percent in the second 
half and outscored dIe Hornets 48-30 to 
steal the victory. 

Tyler Worst led K with 18 points and 

Thomas Greer scored 13 off dIe bench. 
Mat Kellogg bad 10 rebounds. 

At Hope on Saturday the Hornets 
fell behind early and couldn't play catch
up. Hope, ranked ninth in dIe current 
D3hoops.com poll, won the game 86-48. 

The Hornets play Alma at home on 
Saturday at 5 p.m. 

Swimming 

The women's swimming and diving 
tearn defeated Olivet on Saturday, 160-
134, while dIe men didn't fare as well, 
losing 187-112 in dIeir last meet before 
the MIAA championships. 

Katie Stefl, Barret Myers and 
Maegan Connochie each won two events 
for dIe women. Marie Stuve won dIe 
500 freestyle and dIe Hornets also got 
victories ITom dIeir 200 medley relay and 
400 ITeestyle relay teams. 

The win raises dIe women's record 
to 4-2 in dIe MIAA. 

The men's loss drops them to 3-
2 in dIe league. Turning in winning 
performances were Paul Ellis, who 
won the 100 and 200 backstroke, and 
Alfonso Espinosa, Ryan Booms and 
Bobby Dekker who won an event apiece. 
Kalamazoo's 200 medley relay team also 
won for dIe men. 

The men's and women's swimming 
and diving teams will compete in 
dIe MIAA championships during dIe 
weekend of Feb. 8-10. 
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-----------The student newspaper of Kalamazoo College -----------
Senior 
Perfonnance 
Series 
showcases 
student skills 
By Holly Catherine Gillis 
Staff Writer 

This weekend marks 
the start of the annual Senior 
Performance Series - a 
compilation of plays put on 
by senior theater majors to 
highlight their directing, 
producing and acting 
abilities. 

This year's two featured 
plays are "The Splendor and 
Death of Joaquin Mwieta" 
by Pablo Neruda and an 
adaptation of 14 poems by 
famed American poet Sam 
Shepard entitled "Savage/ 
Love." 

Planning for the Series 
started back in spring of 
2006 when the directors -
seniors Tim Krause, Andrea 
VIsco and Tyler Greene 
- petitioned for approval 
of their pieces. According 
to VISCO, each director must 
write a proposal. 

While a specific 
budget is obtained from 
the department, VIsco 
explained that the point of 
the approval was really "[ for] 
academic sponsorship from 
the department," not just 
financial. 

VIsco and Krause are co
directing ''The Splendor and 
Death of Joaquin Mwieta," 
the only play written by 
Neruda, an award-winrung 
poet. 

VIsco explained that the 
play focuses on a group of 
Chileans who immigrate to 
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Education program phase-out 
Causes and effects: Teaching certification option is no more 
By Roger Garfield 
Executive Editor 

As Troy'e White 
introduced Franklin D. 
Roosevelt's New Deal to 
the students in his Portage 
Northern High School history 
class, he incorporated the 
game "Deal or No Deal" into 
his lesson plan. He thought it 
would energize the students 
and help facilitate their 
learning. 

White K'07, is teaching 
this winter as a requirement 
for the completion of his 
interdisciplinary major 
in education. He credits 
his inkling to make his 
classes enjoyable to Dr. 
Olga Bonfiglio, Kalamazoo 
College's lone education 
professor. 

"She's always forced us 
to be creative," says White, 
"especially for me since I 

teach history." 
When White graduates 

this June, six other education 
majors will get their diplomas 
with him. Ten more should 
graduate in 2008. But in 
2009, that number will 
dwindle to zero, because by 
then, Kalamazoo's education 
program will have been 
completely phased out. 

l! what was one of 
his last major decisions as 
Kalamazoo College's 16th 

president, Dr. James F. Jones 
ordered the discontinuation 
of the education program 
in June of 2005 based on 
a recommendation from 
Provost Greg Mahler. And 
gradually, campus has felt the 
implications of that decision. 

"This year, we've 
really felt it the most," said 
Bonfiglio, who, in her fourth 
year as a full-time professor at 
K, will teach her Literacy in 

Secondary Schools course for 
the last time this spring. 

To pull the plug on the 
education program, Bonfiglio 
said, was unfortunate, but 
not surprising. "[Mahler] 
just explained that we have a 
budget problem," Bonfiglio 
said. "Several times in the 
college's history, in the last 
few decades, it has been on 
the ropes. This time, the axe 
came down." 

The decision came on the 
hinges of one of the smallest 
incoming classes in K's recent 
history, which sent Jones 
searching for a way to cut 
funds. He called on Mahler 
for a calculated suggestion. 

To help determine the 
best plan of action for the 
cut - which Mahler said 
was at least one-third of $ I 
million - Mahler solicited 
ideas from department and 
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Moderate 
calls for 
peace with 
One Voice 
Movement 
By Phil Taylor 
News Editor 

"I don't want to fulfill 
my parents' prophecy that 
life is war," wrote the late 
Israeli poet and peace activist 
Yehuda Amichai. 

Thewordshavepoignant 
meaning for members of 
the One Voice Movement, 
a grassroots oqrcurization 
working to establish peace 
in Israel and Palestine. Three 
representatives from the 
group spoke to students in 
the President's Lounge last 
Thursday afternoon about 
how they plan to fuIfill 
Amichai's dream. 

"For me it's really 
important to be here to show 
that there is another way," 
said One Voice representative 
Abi Frum, 30, an Israeli 
from Tel Aviv. "One Voice 
is about inspiring people to 
take action." 

The event featured Frum 
and peer Nelly Soudah, a 
Palestinian from the West 
Bank: city of RamaIlah, 
both representatives of 
One Voice who shared 
personal experiences of the 
conflict with a near capacity 
audience. 

''Back home we are 
actually dealing with the 
conflict," said Soudah, who 
feels American students are 
often more polarized about 
the conflict than Israelis and 
Palestinians themselves. 

> >One Voice: Page 2 
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Power out: no school! 
By Roger Garfield 
Executive Editor 

It wasn't the Day of 
Gracious Living. No, too 
cold for that. But it was a 
day off from school. 

Cold weather is expected 
to have been the cause of 
downed power lines on the 
upper part of Academy Street 
on Monday, which caused a 
comprehensive power outage 
for the college. 

The office of college 
communication notified 
everyone through a campus
wide e-mail sent out at 9: 17 
a.m., after President Eileen 
B. Wilson-Oyelaran made 
the decision to cancel all 
classes for the day. 

"The downed power 
lines represented a 
significant safety issue 
but the City of Kalamazoo 
Public Safety Department 
and Consumers 
[Energy] responded 
quickly," said Tom 
Ponto, vice president for 
business and finance. 
"Facilities Management 
staff responded as well 
and worked closely with 
Consumers [Energy] to 
restore power to the campus 
as quickly as possible." 

By 2:23 p.m., power 
had been restored. Ponto 
said it was the first 
comprehensive power 
outage in "six or seven 
years." 

Happenings 
What: Teach for America Q&A 
Who: Three K alums - Claire Tobin '04, Matt Pearl '05 
and To=y Gouterman '06 - who have been involved 
in the TFA program, helping to rectify one of our nation's 
most pressing problems. Thirteen million children are 
living in low-income co=unities, and about 6.5 million 
of them will not graduate from high school. 
When: Tonight, 7 p.m. 
Where: Dewing 103 

The Index On the Quad 

Radisson adds to Monte Carlo fun 
By Kaitlyn Walter 
Staff Writer 

closed too early for many expected to get more than 
people's tastes, everyone who $4,000, anticipating about 900 
stayed had a good time on the people to go. 

In the beginning, I wasn't dance fioor. The OJ was quite "SAC gets its budget from 
so sure about Monte Carlo. good, playing 40s style swing Student Development because 
Considering that the night music in the beginning of the Monte Carlo is one of the 
started out on a low point with evening and later, after the biggest students activities of the 
the wind chill well year and it is one of 
below zero and me the few chances 
standing in Red students have to 
Square waiting for dress up and go to 
a bus that didn't a school sponsored 
seem to want to event," Herzog 
come, I wasn't said. 
sure how the rest The food bar 
of the night was wascateredthisyear 
going to tum out. by the Radisson and 
Fortunately, once provided tasty hors 
I had escaped d'ouvres. Another 
the cold and difference was the 
made it inside Millionaire's Club. 
the Radisson, the Lutes This year it wasn't 
evening started Students enjoy gambling at Monte Carlo Castino just outside the 
looking up. Night, held downtown at the Radisson last weekend. hall, but rather up 

The atmosphere inside gambling ended, playing more the escalators. "I thought that 
the Radisson gave Monte contemporary music. it was a great success and a 
Carlo an air of grandeur. Last Student Activities nice change from events in the 
year it was held in the slightly Commission spent a grand past. Having it at the Radisson 
dingy Old Welles hall. But total of $10,000 on everything provided a great change of 
this year the chandeliers and from renting the room to scenery," said Herzog. 
professional style dance floor paying for a street magician. Next year might be 
and casino arrangement, Unfortunately the profits from even better. "It will be at the 
accentuated by the glamorous tickets and gambling did not Radisson again I believe, 
attire worn by all, managed to yield enough to break even. at least until Hicks is done 
"keep it classy". Sophomore Catherine Herzog, being renovated," said 

Even though the casino SAC member, said that they Herzog. 

One Voice: Movement brings opponents together for peace 
From Front 

''We've had to travel a long way to 
look them face to face and say 'here's the 
truth, we are living proof that there are 
moderates in Israel. '" 

The non-partisan One Voice 
Movement was founded in 2002 during 
the height of the Second Intifada in Israel 
and Palestine in hopes of establishing a 
non-violent, citizen supported two-state 
resolution. In a region where moderates 
far outnumber extremists, the group 
says, One Voice polls of over 250,000 
Palestinians and Israelis citizens found 
that 76 percent favored a peaceful two
state solution to the conflict. 

Presenting these results at major 
events like last month's World Economic 
Forum in Davos, Switzerland, the group 
hopes to inspire world leaders to take 
action. 

The presentation given to students 
here was similar to that which was given 
to Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas 
and Israeli Deputy Prime Minister Tzipi 
Livni at the forum in Davos. It included 
a slide show and video presentation 
detailing the various youth leadership 
workshops, town-hall meetings, "Rock 
the Vote" rallies, and peace demonstrations 
One Voice uses to engage the voices of 
moderate Palestinians and Israelis. 

One of the group's several initiatives 
provided gifts and moral support to the 
Israeli soldiers ordered to oversee the 
withdrawal of settlers from the Gaza 
Strip last year. 

Frum, who formerly served in an 
Israeli tank unit in two Lebanon wars, 
shared his reasons for joining One 
Voice, as did Soudah, who detailed the 
painful experience of growing up in the 

occupied West Bank. Both answered 
questions from the audience following 
the presentation. 

Jessica Tesoriero K'07, leader of 
the Jewish Student Organization and 
co-sponsor of the event, was pleased 
that students were able to see how Israelis 
and Palestinians have experienced the 
conflict. 

"Not only do people not understand 
what is going on in the Middle East, but 
what they do understand often comes 
from the very selective view of very 
selective sources," Tesoriero said. "One 
Voice gives us a very small perspective 
of what real people there think and feel 
and experience." 

Alyssa Al-Dookhi K'10, leader 
of the newly founded Muslim Student 
Association and other co-sponsor of the 
event, agreed it was a great opportunity 

for students to inform themselves about 
what is happening on the ground. 

"I feel if you are not educated about 
what is going on you shouldn't support 
either side," Al-Dookhi said. "I really 
appreciate that they came to bring both 
sides, real people sharing what they 
see." 

MiriamAsnes, the group's manager, 
encouraged concerned or curious 
students to visit the One Voice website 
(onevoicemovement.org), write their 
representatives, or look into establishing 
One Voice student chapters. 

"We want to give the international 
co=unity the opportunity to participate 
in this initiative," she said. 

"A majority of Israelis and 
Palestinians on both sides want a two
state solution, but moderates can be too 
moderate in their actions." 
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Performance: Seniors direct student-run productions 
From Front 
the United States during the California 
gold rush. Joaquin, the main character in 
the play, is the leader of the Chileans. 

"Basically, composition has always 
been one of my hobbies," Krause said, 
"so [when asked] I was like 'cool. '" 

that you see or do, [but rather] that which 
populates your subconscious," Greene 
said. "It is a whirlwind of fragmentation 

campus but we never get a chance to 
confront it. These are the moments that 
you're not talking about. This is a direct 

During their time in the United 
States, the Chileans are met with hostility 
by a group called the Bloodhounds. The 
goal of the Bloodhounds is to sniff out 
all immigrating populations, including 
Joaquin's. 

Visco and Krause were drawn to this 
piece for a variety of reasons. After an 
externship in New Yor City where her 
host was managing a musical adaptation 
of Federico Garcia Lorca's "House of 
Bemarda Alba" - a piece with a rich 
Latin culture - and living with a girl 
from Seville on study abroad, Visco was 
drawn to the piece because of its Latin 
flair. Visco also has experience in dance 
and looked forward to incorporating her 
extracurricular abilities into the piece to 
really make it her own. 

Prior to writing, 
Krause researched folk 
songs specific to western 
America to find specific 
characteristics. With the 
help of music professor 
Keith Murphy, Krause 
wrote a total of eight 
songs. Krause feels the 
task gave him ''valuable 
experience in writing for 
different skill levels and 
outlining compositions." 

The second play in 
the series also requires a 
fair amount of creativity 
and fits perfectly with the 
holiday oflove that is fast 
approaching. According 
to Greene, "Savage! 
Love" hopes to give 
insight into "individual 

Andrea Visco 
Students rehearse a scene from "The Splendor and Death of Jaoquin Mu-
rieta, " part of the Senior Performance Series, which begins Friday at 8p.m. 

confrontation of the 
issue. The big L-word: 
love." 

One of the poems, 
entitled "Terms of 
Endearment," has actor 
Chris Simon begging 
the question, "What do 
I call you now? How do 
we define ourselves in 
our relationship?" 

Greene is proud 
of the cast of three 
composed of Nassau 
Peden K'09, Chris 
Simon K'09, Kelly 
Campbell K'lO and 
Jackie Ball, K'07. He 
described them as 
"giving every ounce of 
their being." Some sections of the script were 

written as song. However, no music was 
given to accompany them. Krause, a 
music major, composed the score to give 
further insight into the folk culture of the 
time. 

moments of being caught in love. These 
are the moments that happen in your 
head," he said. 

- almost dreamlike. 
"The first couple weeks every 

thing was pieced together - a real 
ensemble effort. Love happens on this 

Performances are 
Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m. and 
Sunday at 2 p.m. in the Dungeon in the 
Fine Arts Building. All tickets are $5 to 
be sold at the door. The play brings to reality "not things 

Education: Many factors behind choice to cut certification program 
From Front 
division chairs. After much 
deliberating, Mahler knew 
that the final recommendation 
rested on his shoulders. 

"At the end of the day, I 
made the decision to protect 
what I call the Liberal Arts 
core of the college," Mahler 
said. "There was only one 
program in the whole college 
that was not Liberal Arts 
and that was post-graduate 
focused, and that was the 
teacher's certification 
program." 

While Mahler said the 
decision wasn 'tmade "lightly, 
or frivolously, or happily," 
Jones expressed that the 
solution was unavoidable. 

"Schools always have to 
make decisions based upon 
present realities," Jones said. 
"As Provost Mahler went 
about his due diligence, it 
seemed to me that we had 
little choice." 

In lieu of the disappearing 

certification option, Mahler 
negotiated arrangements with 
programs at the University of 
Michigan and Michigan State 
University. 

Twelve months in Ann 
Arbor earns students a Master 
of Arts in Education with 
Certification degree. Two 
years in East Lansing does not 
result in a Master's degree, but 
it does recommend students 
for provisional Michigan 
teacher certification. 

"I know that this 
tradeoff is non-optimal from 
the student perspective," 
Mahler said. "There was an 
advantage to having it all 
done in four years, but the 
offset of that advantage was 
that you weren't getting as 
good an education in your 
major because you were 
being distracted from your 
work in the major." 

From the perspective of 
Bonfiglio and the students 
who have experienced 

her teaching methods, the 
advantages to getting certified 
in four years at K go beyond 
the practical. 

"The Liberal Arts 
education gIves you that 
full VIew, that breadth of 
view, of how the pieces all 
fit together," Bonfiglio said. 
"With the education that we 
give here, our teachers are 
so well prepared. They are 
a real asset to the teaching 
profession. " 

Mary-Katherine 
Thompson graduated in June 
of 2006 with a degree in 
English, and with her teaching 
certificate. She now teaches 
eighth grade language arts at 
Schoolcraft Middle School. 
But her expertise extends 
past the English language. 

"For the most part, I 
can stand there and speak 
to a variety of topics . on a 
variety of different levels," 
Thompson said. 

To Thompson, White and 

the other grads and grads-to
be of the program, it's hard 
for them to understand the 
college's decision. 

"If! didn't get certified to 
teach, I wouldn't have come to 
K," said Jared Randall K'07, 
who's now student-teaching 
algebra at Portage Central. 
"It's a great program. We 
need it for athletics. We need 
it for the whole school." 

Randall, a captain for the 
Hornet football team, may 
be part of a dying breed. He 
plans to teach and coach after 
he graduates, but that type 
of student-athlete mold is 
vanishing. 

"It's gotten kind of to 
the point where we self
select our recruits," said 
men's basketball coach 
Rob Passage. "If they mark 
education [as their interest] 
on a questionnaire, we don't 
go after them." 

While it hasn't yet 
affected the athletic programs 

dramatically, Passage says 
having to ignore or deter 
prospective students has been 
frustrating. 

"I don't like to ever 
exclude a good student
athlete from being able to 
come here," Passage said. 

While Mahler regards 
the concerns of the coaches 
and others as valid, he 
doesn't foresee a revival 
of the program. Nor, as of 
yet, does the Committee for 
Kalamazoo College's Future. 

"At this point in time, 
the CKCF has not discussed 
the possibilities of reinstating 
the Education program," said 
Dr. Robert Batsell, planning 
facilitator for the CKCF. 

Bonfiglio still holds out 
hope. 

"I hope 1 can stay," said 
Bonfiglio. "l'm hopeful that 
the education department 
will be reinstated, but 
that's a hope. For now, I'm 
waiting." 
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Over a century later, impact of Civil War still visable at K 
By Phil Taylor 
News Editor 

Four score and 18 years 
ago, on the 100th anniversary 
of Abraham Lincoln's birth, 
the students of Kalamazoo 
College gathered to celebrate 
the lives of 17 extraordinary 
alumni. There was, according 
to former student and war 
veteran James H. Stone, "that 
modest, patient fellow Birge 
. . . the erect, commanding 
fonn of Dick Eldred ... [and] 
that towering, awkward figure 
of myoid dear classmate 
Edwin B. Easton, with whom 
I was so intimate." 

Out of the nearly 100 
Kalamazoo College students 
who forewent their college 
studies to fight in the Civil 
War, 17 gave their lives. Their 
names were etched into a 
marble memorial plaque, 
rededicated by the campus 
and commuruty at the 
college's Bowen Hall on Feb. 
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12, 1909. 
Eighty-eight years later 

the plaque lives on, largely 
unnoticed in the foyer of the 
admissions office in Mandelle 
Hall, so that, as Dr. J.A.B. 
Stone wrote, "We shall never 
forget that, obedient to their 
country's call, one hundred 
brave souls left us and their 
books and mustered on the 
tented fields ... Some sleep 
in the Battle fields of their 
country." 

Today, it probably doesn't 
cross people's minds the 
remarkable impact the Civil 
War had on the lives of K 
students and faculty. The war, 
combined with the resignation 
of one of the college's most 
formidable presidents, Dr. 
J.A.B. Stone, led more than 
half of the college's students 
and faculty to withdraw from 
the college, and put the school 
in a dire financial crisis for the 
next 30 years. 

Expenses were curtailed 
as more and more 
students were recruited 
to Jom the Union 
Army, leading one K 
student to write in an 
I 861 diary entry, "It 
looks doubtful about 
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the school going on." 
One letter from a 

professor to a former student 
fighting in the war dated 
Nov. 21, 1861, read, "The 
war seems to engage every 
one's attention in this part of 
Michigan. Nearly everyone 
that can go has gone, and 
still the government IS 

calling for more men," 
K professor of history 

James Lewis says the 
absence of young men on 
college campus presented 
major challenges to schools. 
particularly ones in the 
south. 

"Many colleges were 
significantly affected by the 
war. Some shut down the war 
years and never reopened, 
and athers remained closed 
long after the war," Dr. 
Lewis said, adding that his 
own alma mater, William 
and Mary, was forced to 
close its doors for a period. 

According to the book 
"The Baptists of Michigan 
and the Civil War," published 
in 1965 by the Michigan Civil 
War Centennial Observance 
Committee, enrollment at the 
college dropped from 227 
m 1861, to 112 at the close 

of the war. An article from 
The Michigan Institution on 
Higher Education in the Civil 

Photo/Phil Taylor 
This plaque, located in the foyer of 
the admissions office, commemo
rates the 17 K students who gave 
their lives during the Civil War. 

War says that by 1864, only 
10 male students remained on 
the campus. 

Though it is impossible to 
detennine exactly how many 
Kalamazoo College students 
and alumni joined the war 
effort. researchers agree it was 
between 68 and 100. Among 
those who served was Miss 

Julia Wheelock, a student 
from the female department 
at the college who served 

as a nurse in and around 
Washington D.C. 

"Nor were the students 
who remained on campus 
apathetic or indifferent 
toward the War which raged 
on without them," writes 
former head of the Western 
Michigan University 
history department, Willis 
F. Dunbar. 

"The War's harsh 
reality was brought home 
frequently by news of death 
by enemy action or disease 
of a former student or 
alumnus," he added. 

The bodies of 
Kalamazoo College Civil 
War veterans W. Prouty, 
George W. Carter and 
brother Judson W. Carter lie 
today in the Mountam Home 
Cemetery just north of 

Main Street. And their names 
on the plaque in Mandelle 
Hall serve as poignant 
reminders to the sacrifices of 
some of Kalamazoo's most 
distinguished alumni 

Liz Smith of the college 
archives contributed to this 
article. 
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Walking through the snowy woods 
the other day, I pondered the silence of 
snow. When it's snowing, the silence 
fills my ears. But really the silence 
is the sound of each tiny snowflake 
tapping onto the next snowflake. Each 
star touches another with a miniscule 
brush, layering into silence. 

yeast (which has been sitting in a 
jar in my fridge doing nothing for 
months) wanns to the water and 
begins to feed on the honey, it begins 
to bubble and grow, I asked all of us 
to ponder, "What conditions bnng 
you to life, like the wann water and 
honey? What do you need to help you 
thrive?" 

What do we need at K College 
to thrive, to be most fully alive? As 
I have spoken to faculty, staff and 
students, I've heard some patterns. 

chance to share our thoughts while 
we knead bread. We need the silence 
of snow - the silence of many. 

Invite yourself and a friend to 
claim time for silence and connection. 
Encourage yourself and a friend to 
say "no" to certain demands that 
might look good on a "to do" list or 
resume so that you can say "yes" to 
your irmer life. 

Be impractical, even goofy, dam 
it! You don't need to be drunk to do 
this. Misplace your list and indulge 
in the impractical. Do things you will 
not put on your resume. 
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Sitting in a group in the Cavern 
the other day, I thought about silence 
between people. Sometimes when 
people are silent it feels like a deep 
subzero chill. But sometimes the 
silence is warm, comfortable, rich with 
trust, fertile with unspoken ideas. 

Baking bread with a group of 
first-years the other day, I thought 
about the silence of bread. As the 

We need silence. We need to ask 
deep questions, to process what we're 
learning, to breathe and think and be. 

We need a sense of connection 
with others here in this community. 
We need relationships and groups so 
comfortable that we can trust, moving 
in and out of silence. We need a 

Make a snow angel. Taste the 
flakes drifting down. Listen to their 
sound. Feel the cold on your back. 
Look at the tree branches. Consider 
the deep silence of the trees as their 
life stirs unseen toward spring. 
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Senior sends unconventional SIP down the runway 
By Michael Schoettle 
Staff Writer 

was reluctant to do so, however. "I 
wanted the typical college experience," 
Stockdale said, something she believed 

fashion institutes view fashion as an art 
form. Stockdale's artistic influences 
included Gerhard Richter, Phoebe Philo, 

in Stockdale's fashion ensemble of 
billowing skirts and blouses of white 
silk that represented a painter's canvas 

The term "haute couture" evokes 
images of fashions from the top design 
houses of Paris - Chanel, Christian Dior, 
and Jean-Paul Gaultier. Each grace the 
pages of style's premiere publications 
including "Vogue," "Harper's Bazaar," 
and "Vanity Fair." On Feb. 1, in 
Kalamazoo College's Recital Hall, Erin 
Stockdale's capstone senior project, 
''The First Collection: A Fashion Design 
SIP," seam1essly threaded high fashion 
and artistic vision together to produce 
a remarkable non-traditional Senior 
Individualized Project or, as Stockdale 
said, "to show that fashion is art." 

While many seniors begin research 
for SIPs at the beginning of their final year 
at Kalamazoo, the work for Stockdale's 
senior project began in 2003. During her 
sophomore year, Stockdale approached 
the art department with the idea of a 
fashion SIP. The department was hesitant 
to accept Stockdale's proposal. 

unobtainable at a design ...... ------------------....., 
institution. Stockdale had to 
prove that she was qualified to 
produce a SIP in fashion design, 
as well as create a portfolio of 
work that could be judged by 
the art department. 

Photo! Hans Juntunen 
Senior Erin Stockdale (center) flanked by the models who dis-

with narrow pieces of fabric 
adorning the hems. Certain 
pieces dramatically stood 
out from the rest, including 
a strapless red dress and a 
bronze chiffon formal gown. 
However, even though they 
were sophisticated and visually 
arresting, Stockdale made 
her clothes wearable for the 
everyday woman. 

''The clothes are suitable 
for many different body types," 
Stockdale said, and Stockdale's 
fashion models Alaina Brinley 
K'07 and Katie Diffenderfer 
K'09 both agreed, saying they 
would buy them. 

"I liked the clothes and 
how functional they were. 
Real people could wear them," 
remarked Katie Drumm K'07. 

Stockdale plans on 
"We don't know fashion trends. 

Fashion is not typically in fine arts," said 
professor Tom Rice, Stockdale's advisor 
and Kalamazoo College art professor. 

However, Stockdale was 
not without any experience. 
In 2003 she interned in the 
menswear department at 
Abercrombie and Fitch's 
corporate headquarters in 
the Columbus, Ohio area. 
While Stockdale called the 
experience "interesting," she 
was left uninspired by A&F's 
environment and creative 
process. Stepping it up a notch, 
Stockdale decided to leave the 
U.S. fortheglamourofParisand 
the American Intercontinental 
University's fashion marketing 
program during the summer of 

played her project "The First Collection: A Fashion Design SIP." 
attending graduate school in 

fashion design after taking a year off to 
continue building her portfolio. 

2005, where she studied fashion styling 
and trend forecasting. 

and Max Azria. The development of 
Stockdale's fashion portfolio reflected this 
mentality. After the three-week program 
and hours in Kalamazoo College's art 
studios this fall and winter quarters, she 
produced six complete outfits for the 
female form. 

''There really was no way for the 
department to grade me," said Stockdale. 

While these experiences were 
iportant to Stockdale, "it was her going to 
London that was critical," Rice said. 

Stockdale's fashion line 

Art faculty members suggested that 
if she was serious in pursuing fashion, 
Stockdale should transfer to a design 
school that could offer her a tailored 
curriculum which Kalamazoo College 
could simply not provide. Stockdale 

This past July, Stockdale attended a 
three-week course at Central SaintMartins 
College of Art and Design in London. It 
was here that Stockdale honed her skills. 
Unlike American design schools that 
focus more on commercialism, European 

Most importantly, Stockdale said, 
"While fashion is an art form, it is also 
wearable. " 

demonstrated four years of initiative and 
hard work, independent of Kalamazoo 
College. Tim Harlan-Marks K'07 said, 
"I was impressed by how much time and 
effort Erin put into her collection." 

"It was kind of a rare thing," said 
Rice. "It was only accomplished because 
she had done a lot of prior work." 

By Adriana Fox 
Contributor: Counseling Center 

I finally sat down to 
start writing this article on 
procrastination. It took me a 
while to get to it and like the true 
procrastinator that I am, I did not 
miss any opportunity to put it 
off until I ran out of tomorrows. 
The outcome? Lots of empty 
yesterdays. 

Procrastination refers to 
the habit of putting tasks off 
until the last minute, which 
often generates feelings of 
guilt, inadequacy, depression, 
and self-doubt. Procrastination 
can be quite detrimental, as it 

This mentality was reflected 

Counseling Corner: Overcoming Procrastination 
interferes with personal and 
academic success. Simply put, 
when we are unproductive, we 
feel unproductive and useless. 

If procrastination is so 
detrimental, why do college 
students procrastinate? Some 
of the reasons include poor 
time management, difficulty 
concentrating, fear and anxiety 
of getting a failing grade, 
negative beliefs about personal 
efficacy (such as "I cannot 
succeed in anything" and "I 
lack the necessary skills to 
perform the task"), personal 
problems which may interfere 
with personal productivity, 
finding the task boring, and 

unrealistic expectations and 
perfectionism (often the root 
cause of procrastination in the 
case of high achievers). 

How do you overcome 
procrastination? First, you 
need to start replacing "have 
to" with "want to." When you 
tell yourself that you have (0 do 
something, you are implying 
that you are being forced to do 
it, which will translate in a sense 
of resentment or rebellion. The 
solution lies in realizing that 
you do not have to do anything 
you don't want to, you always 
have a choice. 

Second, replace "finish it" 
with "begin it." When you think 

of a task as one big whole, the 
result is often a feeling of being 
overwhelmed. The solution is 
to think of starting one small 
piece of the task instead of 
feeling that you have to finish 
the whole thing, focusing on 
what is doable right now. 

Third, you need to replace 
perfectionism with permission 
to be human. Thinking that you 
must always do an impeccable 
job will prevent you from ever 
getting started. The solution 
to perfectionism is allowing 
yourself to be human by 
realizing that a less perfect job 
today looks much better than a 
perfect job delayed indefinitely. 

Another way to overcome 
procrastination lies in 
identifying that you do not 
need to put your life on hold 
in order to complete a task. By 
taking steps to schedule times 
of guaranteed fun will help 
increase your motivation for 
work and make you less likely 
to procrastinate. 

When all else fails, ask 
for help. Friends, faculty, 
counselors, and other student 
support staff can be useful 
resources in your battle with 
procrastination. And make 
sure you start today, because 
tomorrow is often the busiest 
day of the week. 
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Can't top the Green Top: Kevin Debs IS awesome 
By Kevin Debs and Matt Bezdek 
Contributors 

In the comer sits an ancient, but still 
working, cigarette machine and a pinbaU 
machine from at least 15 years ago. The 
pinbaU theme is 'Galactic-Gambling' or 
'Robot-Roulette,' complete with a shiny, 
large-bosomed cybernetic woman (with a 
provocative plug). 

goes that the storefront was a pool hau, 
or cigar shop, and the back sold the 
illegal intoxicating liquors banned by 

loudly. Even the music ranges from the 
classic rock of the RoUing Stones to the 
Detroit garage punk of the White Stripes. 

In days filled with power outages 
and blizzard warnings, a trip to the bar 
seems a bit dangerous. Matt and I head 
downtown anyway, kicking our way 
through the snowdrifts on the sidewalks. 
I think maybe if it keeps snowing, the 
storm will trap us downtown. Nobody in 
the student ghetto shovels; we'd be cut 
off from all rescue. 

the teetotallers, while --------, Matt rejoices when 
The FaU comes out 
the jukebox, an indie 
band he never hoped 
to hear in public. 

I say to Matt, "If we can't get back, I'll 
have to eat you to survive." He's looking 
less and less sure about the bar every 
second. 

When the waitress walks by we 
stop her and explain we're newspaper 
reporters. I ask if there are any interesting 
stories she could share about the place. 
She laughs and says, "nothing you can 
print," in the same voice my grandma 
would use before teUing a colorful joke. 

By our second pitcher, she reveals to 
us that she has worked here for 27 years 
and launches into tales of the Green Top. 

innocent looking 
children delivered 
hooch to nearby hotel 
rooms. 

I imagine 
Al Capone with a 
glass of bathtub
bourbon, feeding 
quarters into the 
pinball machine. The 
waitress goes 'on to 
say the same family 
has owned the tavern 
for four generations, 
and that she's positive 
Capone didn't drink 

We do make it, and shaking snow 
off our coats like artic explorers find 
that the Green Top Tavern is pleasantly 
warm. We settle into stools at the bar 
and a gruff but nice old man brings us 
a basket of french fries and a pitcher of 
Old Style brand beer. Matt remarks about 
the interior, which is as bar-like as I can 
imagine. The chairs are sturdy plastic, 
the floor worn, and the waUs covered in 
beer memorabilia (mostly mirrors from 
brands that aren't on tap here). 

She says the name might come from 
the hue of the original roof, or an awning 
that could have once hung out over the 
kitchen. The truth, apparently, has been 
lost in the passing years since the Green 
Top opened, immediately after the lifting 
of prohibition. 

here. 
I'm 

convinced 

Froom bootlegging to a local water
not 
that ing spot: Green Top never disappoints. 

Yet somewhere 
in the lively 
establishment must 
lurk a sorrowful 
patron, because the 
jukebox has shifted to 
melancholic baUads 
by Bright Eyes 
and Elliott Smith. 
Perhaps it is the same 
poor soul who wrote 
"Love Stinks!" in 
large sloppy lettering 
on the bulletin board 
in the men's room 

Sex is weird. People 
do all kinds of odd things in 
the bedroom. Or even the 
bathroom. 

Urolagnia,morecommonly 
known as "watersports" or 
"golden showers," involves the 
sexualization of urine. That's 
right, some people derive 
sexual pleasure from pee. 

The term "watersports" 
covers a pretty wide range of 

- changed nightly. 
Matt says that the timing seems like 

a strange coincidence, and she admits a 
possible speakeasy history, and certain 
connections to bootlegging. The story 

Capone wouldn't have fit right in here 
though; there is quite a diverse crowd. 

Looking around we see older men in 
work boots, young kids just past 21, and 
a group of middle-aged women laughing 

Tonight, there is hope that in a place 
like the Green Top, even heartbreak can 
be assuaged by the laughter of strangers 
and cheap domestic beer. 
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activities, from fairly tame to 
much more hardcore, according 
to the library at rotten. com. 
Some people simply enjoy 
listening to others urinate, 
urinating in public or watching 
others urinate. Some get a kick 
out of wetting their own clothes 
or beds, or watching others do 
so. Others enjoy urinating on 
or being urinated on by others. 
Urophagia, or drinking urine, 

also faUs into the watersports 
category. 

Why would anyone do 
that? Apart from the obvious 
answer - sex is just weird 
- there are several reasons. 
Often, watersports appear in 
the context of dominance play. 
The submissive partner may be 
urinated on or forced to hold in 
his or her own urine until this is 
no longer possible. The shame 
attatched to these acts can be 
a tum-on for those who enjoy 
being submissive during sex. 

Urolagnia also has the 
allure of being kinky. Some 
people simply get off on the idea 
of doing something outside the 
bounds of what is considered 
sexually normal. 

Isn't playing with urine 
dangerous and dirty? Not so 
much. Urine is mostly sterile. 
Having a partner's urine on 
your skin is unlikely to lead to 
irritation or disease. 

Drinking urine is slightly 
more dangerous, but also 
generally harmless. Rotten. 
com's library notes several 

exceptions to this rule, 
including the fact that Hepatitis 
B can travel through urine, so 
make sure your partner has 
been tested before you ingest 
his or her pee. 

Also, while there's no 
proven link between HIV and 
urine, most sources advise 
urine enthusiasts to be careful 
anyway. Urine can pick up 
bacteria from the genitals, so 
it's a good idea to wash the area 
before any pee-drinking occurs. 
It's also not a good idea to store 
urine for later enjoyment -
fresh is best. 

Finally, it's important to 
remember that some drugs can 
pass through urine, causing 
failed drug tests and other 
unpleasant side effects for those 
who consume their partner's 
pee. 

The watersports FAQ at 
www.fetishexcbange.org lists 
several ways to make urine 
play more pleasant. Drinking 
plenty of water dilutes urine 
and results in a less unpleasant 
smell. Drinking beverages with 

artificial sweeteners, such as diet 
soda, results in sweet-tasting 
pee. 

This website also suggests 
drinking beer and fruit juice to 
dilute urine, and discourages 
meat, peas, fish, eggs, and 
peanuts, as these give urine 
a stronger smell. Asparagus 
should be avoided at aU costs, 
this site cautions, as it makes 
urine smell horrible. 

Other considerations 
include cleanup. One obvious 
idea is to confine watersports to 
the bathroom: keeping golden 
showers in the shower or tub 
makes for easy cleanup, and can 
also make things less awkward 
for those new to the practice. 
For those who want to take their 
watersports to the bedroom, 

. plastic mattress protectors are 
available from many mainstream 
sources, such as Target. 

Tho e interested in learning 
more about urine and sex can 
check out www.fetishexchange. 
org, or purchase "Soaked! A 
Watersports Handbook for 
Men" from amazon. com. 
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Pulling out of Iraq 'more dire' than other consequences 
By David Kudzia 
Contributor 

David Kudzia, K '08 is currently 
studying abroad in Japan. Here are 
some of his opinions on the war in Iraq 
from abroad. 

After more than three and a half 
years of roadside bombs and sectarian 
violence, many Americans have 
become disillusioned with a war that 
continues to kill soldiers, Marines, and 
airmen at a steady pace. 

Like most "small wars," Iraq has no 
conventional battles. Instead, military 
and police patrols are ambushed by 
powerful explosives and civilians are 
kidnapped and brutally murdered. 

In light of this, what should 
American objectives be? The barbaric 
dictatorship of Saddam is gone. The 
intelligence community's worries 
over chemical, biological, and nuclear 
weapons have turned out to be baseless. 
Only the goal of a stable and safe 
democracy remains unfulfilled. 

Advocates of withdrawal argue 
that this is unattainable and that every 
day spent in Iraq only results in more 
deaths. However, the consequences of 
failing - or worse, giving up - in 
Iraq are more dire. 

If the United States leaves Iraq 
now, a civil war could ensue, prompting 
the intervention of other regional 

powers, namely Turkey, Saudi Arabia, 
and Iran. Iraq could become a pawn in 
a set of proxy wars that would further 
destabilize the region, undermine U.S. 
interests, and bring about death and 
destruction not seen since the lran
Iraq War. 

Thus, Iraq must be stabilized. To 
accomplish this, obstacles ranging 
from full-fledged insurgency to street 
gangs and petty criminality must be 
overcome. 

Although dangerous and bloody, 
the attacks of foreign Islarnist fighters 
are the least worrisome. They are 
directed against the American forces 
currently in Iraq and those who 
participate in the democratically 
elected government. However, these 
terrorists cannot solely destroy 
democratic institutions, as lack of 
popular support prevents large-scale 
expansion of their power. 

More worrying is the Sunni 
insurgency centered in Baghdad and 
the Anbar province. These Sunnis 
have taken up arms to attack their Shia 
neighbors and the American troops 
supporting the new Iraqi government, 
with motivations ranging from 
attachment to the former regime to 
nationalism to fear of being victims of 
violence themselves. 

To undermine support for 
organized violence and win over those 

distrustful of the government, security 
from Shia death squads must be 
provided. The problem lies in that the 
security forces, composed mostly of 
Shia, are lenient toward Shia militias. 
Until security forces are compelled to 
act as Iraqi rather than Shia or Sunni, 
this violence will continue. 

A similar problem is the threat 
of Kurdish separatism in the North. 
The long-oppressed Kurds have been 
reveling in their autonomy from the 
central government. This has given 
Kurds in other countries, namely 
Turkey, new hope and has led to 
increased violence within their home 
states. Amore stable Iraq, along with a 
more cooperative central government, 
may convince Kurds of the desirability 
of remaining within the federal 
system. 

Last, and most troubling, is the 
growth in Shia militias. Although they 
were created to respond to the inability 
of the central government to protect 
Shia civilians, they are now geared 
toward reprisals against Sunnis. As 
those involved in these militias are key 
sources of votes and armed muscle for 
top politicians, it is unsurprising that 
little progress has been made toward 
disarmament. If no attempt is made to 
disarm the groups represented by the 
government, there will be no incentive 
for other groups to disarm. 

These varying problems have a 
common element - they exploit the 
failures of government security forces. 
Political and economic considerations 
are what will give any efforts success 
in the long run. For example, the 
Kurds and Sunnis, both minorities in a 
Shia dominated land and government, 
will not cooperate in building Iraq's 
future unless revenues from the 
Shia-controlled oil fields are shared 
equitably. Additionally, both groups 
must feel that their needs will not be 
automatically subordinated to the Shia 
majority. 

Experts on counter-insurgency 
and civil warfare may disagree on 
relative importance of physical 
security and the percentage of its 
share of an effective strategy. But few 
would deny that without the freedom 
from fear of violent death, efforts 
to "win the hearts and minds" of a 
population are useless. That is why the 
role of American forces in Iraq cannot 
be diminished at the present time 
and should be increased, as the Bush 
administration is finally doing. 

Until the militias are crushed, 
street gangs cowed, and civilians 
protected, all the money thrown at jobs 
programs promises made by politicians 
will be wasted on people who can only 
fear suicide attacks, roadside bombs, 
and beheadings. 

Sexuality and spirituality: a unique, powerful and creative partnership 
By Jason Wyman 
Staff Writer 

Sexuality and Spirituality 
are two big S's ill our 
culture that seem to be in a 
constant struggle. The two 
have antagonized each other 
so much that many try to 
avoid ever bringing them 
into even casual contact in 
daily discussion. Yet Jim 
Cotter, a British Anglican 
"almost priest" - his own 
designation - who currently 
resides in Wales, sees the two 
not as mutually exclusive, 
but intimately linked ill a 
way that suggests an injustice 
in trying to divide the two. 

Cotter has written several 
books, some on the topic of 

sexuality and spirituality, and 
others that serve as prayer 
books to liberal churches. 
At last Wednesday's event, 
"Pleasure, Pain, and Passion: 
Some Perspectives of 
Spirituality and Sexuality," 
Chaplain Mary EllenAshcroft 
began by introducing the 
speaker whose attitude is best 
summed up in a quote from 
one of his books: "Thank God 
the Gospel has a lot of pelvis 
In it." And every college 
student said, "Arnen." 

Around 50 students 
filled the Olmsted Room 
to find out what this talk 
would be about. The heart 
of the discussion centered 
on Cotter's encompaSSIng 
definition of sexuality that 

essentially equates the 
creative and sexual impulses 
of humans. The desire to 
create, whether with wool in 
knitting or words in writing, 
is at the root of both drives. 

According to Cotter, the 
desire to create links people 
directly back to the divine 
nature, whose personality 
in the Christian tradition is 
first revealed in the story of 
creation itself. Therefore, 
because God loves creation, 
and because sexuality IS 

an expression of creativity, 
sexuality is a unique and 
powerful force that can serve 
to heighten and reveal one's 
spirituality. 

Cotter also expanded his 
conversation into the realm 

of relationships, and finally 
his own creative expression 
through writing. He explained 
that relationships depend 
on a mix of similarities and 
differences between the two 
partners. 

As a gay man, he 
described the human desire 
to find partnership and its 
relationship to sexuality 
with or without the ability to 
bear children. A committed 
relationship, says Cotter, is 
one that contains a "creative 
spark." Finally, he described 
his own love of words, how 
it constitutes a "sexual" 
experience In the broadest 
sense of the word. 

The question and 
answer sessIOn afterward 

concerned mostly Cotter's 
own love affair with words 
and preaching. One audience 
member asked Cotter what 
his favorite word is, to which 
he answered whatever word 
works best in the moment. 
Yet in a discussion after the 
talk, he revealed another 
choice: swive. 

Swive, he explained, is 
an outdated euphemism for 
sexual intercourse that he 
finds humorous and preferable 
to the more vulgar sounding 
"four letter Anglo-Saxon 
words." And, In the end, 
swive effectively summarizes 
Jim's unique view: a passion 
for words, love for creativity, 
and some swive all in the 
ministry of God. 

... 
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Hornets upend Bulldogs and Scots for first two league wins 
By Mike Leifeld 
Sports Editor 

The men's basketball team 
climbed out of the cellar of the MIAA 
after snapping an eight-game losing 
skid with two impressive wins at home 
last week. 
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The Hornets beat league 
opponent Adrian last Wednesday and 
Alma on Saturday to give them their 
first league victories of the season. 
The wins put K at seventh place in the 
league standings, with a 2-8 record. 

More importantly, though, the 
WillS give the team a new sense of 

confidence that it will put 
to use in the last four games 
before the playoffs begin. 

"It felt good to get out of 
the basement," senior guard 
Thomas Greer said. "The 
wins were a great motivation 
for the team because we were 
feeling down and we felt that 
we could've beaten those 
teams when we played them 
earlier in the season." 

On Wednesday, second
ranked Adrian came to 
Anderson Athletic Center to 
face a Kalamazoo team that 
was winless in league play. 
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House of Cards By Caleb Waldron 

Free throws were the key 
to victory for K as they sunk 
24 of 27, including 8 ofl 0 in 
the game's final minute. Tyler 
Worst was 6-for-6 from the 
line and Mat Kellogg was 6-
for-7. 

Five Hornets put 
up double-figure scoring 
numbers. Kellogg led the 
way with 18 points and three 
blocks while Worst chipped in 

14 points. Pat Clancy had 15 points, 
eight rebollllds and four assists. Roger 
Garfield scored 11 points and had 4 
assists off the bench, and Greer scored 
lOin his first start of the season. 

Coach Rob 
Passage shook 
up the lineup 
and used a 
deeper bench 
last week, 
which may have 
contributed to 
the dispersal of 
scoring, and the 
Hornets newly
found energy. 

who traded 3-point baskets with Smith 
three different times in the last five 
minutes - including a fadeaway 35-
footer as the shot clock expired. 

Clancy finished with 18 
points, seven 
rebounds, four 
assists and 
five steals_ 
Worst scored 
12 points and 
Greer had 11. 

Kellogg 
had a double
double, 
sconng 12 
points with II 
boards. His 
performance 
in the Adrian 
and Alma 
games earned 
him MIAA 
Basketball 
Player of 
the Week 

"It feels 
good to get 
a chance to 
contribute 
and get some 
valuable 
minutes," Greer 
said. "I got my 
confidence back 
and I know I've 
got to continue 
to work hard to 
keep my spot." 

Photo/Ron Leifeld 
Junior Mat Kellogg was named MIAA Player of 
the Week after leading the Hornets to two wins. 

honors for 
the first time 
in his career. 
Kellogg leads 

Saturday's 73-66 victory over 
Alma marked the first time this season 
the Hornets won back-to-back games. 

Kalamazoo trailed 32-30 at 
halftime but heated up after the break, 
shooting 44 percent, including 5-of-6 
from the 3-point line. 

The victory didn't come easy, as 
the Hornets survived an onslaught from 
Alma's Isaac Smith, who scored 34 
points, thanks in large part to Clancy, 

the MIAA in blocked shots. 
The Hornets played Tri-State 

yesterday (after the Index went to 
press) and will look to keep the ball 
rolling on Saturday at Albion. 

"All the rest of the games are 
huge because we've got a good roll 
started and we want to go with it," 
Greer said. "Now teams know we're 
a team you've got to watch out for 
- not just a pushover." 
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Survey 
results 
support 
housing 
changes 
By Anna Simmons 
Staff Writer 

If you are one of 
the 739 students that 
participated in the 
Residential Life Housing 
Survey during Third 
Week, then you already 
know about recent talk 
of getting apartments on 
campus. Now, the survey 
results are in, and some 
housing changes for the 
fall have been announced, 
but nothing is decided yet 
regarding the apartments. 

At the end of fall 
quarter, President Eileen 
B. Wilson-Oyelaran and 
Tom Ponto, the vice 
president of business and 
finance, approached Dana 
Jansma, associate dean of 
students, and asked her to 
create a survey to find out 
if the students would be 
interested in the college 
building apartments on 
campus. 

"The purpose of the 
survey was to put the idea 
out there and see what the 
students think," Jansma 
said. 

According to the 
survey results, students 
are very interested 
indeed. When asked what 
type of housing they 
would prefer if any more 
should be added, the 
overwhelming maJonty 

> >Housing: Page 3 

IIlustrationl Anne a Goss 

Spam, spam, headaches and spam 
Spam e-mails prompt revision of college Wehmail system 
By lisa Phillips 
Staff Writer 

Almost any student one 
talks to at K IS annoyed 
by the spam that has been 
invading the college's 
Webmail system. It seems 
students rather resent getting 
pointless messages such 
as "Decorate Palm Trees 
III Ghana," "The National 
Weather Service in Yakutat 
has issued a Winterstonn 
Warning," and "Harry 
Potter tells us it's okay to 
do Witchcraft" - to name 
a few found III students' 
mailboxes. 

When asked where these 
e-mails were coming from, 
Adam Smith of lnfonnation 
Services explained that they 
are sent by people commonly 

called "spammers" who 
operate over the Internet and 
are not associated with the 
college. 

These anonymous 
spammers create viruses that 
locate all e-mail addresses 
stored on a computer, make a 
copy of these addresses, and 
send the newly created e
mail list back to the spammer. 
The spammers then use these 
lists to send mass mailings 
to students and faculty at 
K. Smith stressed that this 
is not a breach of college 
security, but rather a nonnal 
problem any e-mail service 
encounters. 

Kalamazoo College is 
constantly fighting these 
Internet spammers. All of 
the college's e-mail comes 
through a filter called a 

barracuda, which attempts to 
block all spam e-mails before 
they ever reach students and 
faculty. 

Smith said that "85 to 
90 percent of spam e-mails 
are blocked before they 
enter Kalamazoo's Webmail 
system." The only way 
to block all spam e-mails 
would be to completely shut 
off the college's mail server 
and prohibit all e-mails not 
originating from inside K's 
e-mail network 

This is, III fact, what 
Kalamazoo College will 
most likely do. lnfonnation 
Services IS planning on 
restricting K Webmail to 
only allow students to send 
and receive e-mails to and 
from other members of the 

> > Spam: Page 2 

Nine wins, 
10 school 
records for 
Hornets at 
MIAAs 
By Roger Garfield 
Executive Editor 

It's not unusual 
for swimmers to post 
their fastest times of 
the season at the MIAA 
Championship meet. All 
season long, their training 
is designed to yield 
optimal perfonnances at 
this point in the season. 

But to shave seven 
seconds off a 200-yard 
race? Hardly usual. 

Freshman Paul Ellis 
did just that on Saturday, 
swimming the 200 Back 
in 1 :51.26 - a full seven 
seconds faster than his 
previous season best. In 
the process, he set an 
MlAA record, pulverized 
a school record and put 
an exclamation point on 
a banner weekend for the 
Hornet swim teams. 

Both the men and 
the women finished third 
in the league meet held 
at Jenison High School, 
improving on their fourth 
place finishes from a year 
ago and sending ripples 
through the MlAA waters 
that this program is one on 
the rise. 

With a talented core 
of underclassmen - 36 of 
the program's 47 student
athletes are freshmen or 
sophomores - third place 
may not be fulfilling in 
the years to come. And 

»Swimming: Page 8 
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KATE'S PEOPLE 

national Politics. 

Name: Caleb Waldron, K' 10 
Birthday: March I, 1988 
Hometown: Lawrence, 
Mass. 
Residence: DeWatcrs 304 
Studies: Considering a major 
in philosophy or English or art 
or psychology Undecided, 
but narrowed. 
Gasses: EXlstentiaiism and 
Filin, ModemismIPostmod
emism, Introduction to Inter-

Activities: Index cartoonist. intramural ba~ketball, racquet
ball, shark jello wrestling, long walks on the beach, getting 
caught in the rain, gazing into the voluptuous pools which are 
your eyes, comandcering golf carts while blaring Wagner's 
'Fury of the Valkiries,' brain surgery. 

Favorites: 
Sodexho entree: (He paused briefly, looking up \vith an 

expression of somewhat calm ... this reporter could not help 
but be awestruck by his seraphic ceontemplation.) The quesa
clillas are amazing. Life is like a quesadiUa: the circular bread 
represents the world as a whole; the meat, the sporadic joys of 
one's existt..'1lce. The sour cream- the sorrow which accompa
nies a burst of emotion. (,TIus reporter could not help but be 
stunned by his Dalai-Lama like response. After several mo
ments of meditative cairn, he went on.) The sections- the parts 
of a whole- the toppings; the aesthetic desires that threaten to 
consume us, and the taste which is life. 

Smell: Lavender. Texture: Soft serve. 
Childhood toy' Pick-axe. Beatie: Scarab. 
Article of clothing: Scarf. Font: Bold. 
Song (right now): "Every Time We Touch" By an Wl

known idol to many pre-pubescent and impressionable 
youths. 

Class at K: First Seargent 
Professor Chris Latolais 
Quote: "Beware of mottos" -Richard Erickson. 

If you were an animal cracker, what would you be and 
why? A mouse. Hard to find, hard to eat. 
List three adjectives your friends would use to describe 
you: Awe-inspiring, orgasmic, pretentious. 
List three adjecth'es you would use to describe yourself: 
Humble, modest, Mother-TIleresaesque. 
What are your passions? Undecided. 
What brought you to K? The name. And a baseball field 
built in the middle of Kevin Cosiller's cornfield. 
What is the best thing you've learned at K outside of class'! 
Girls are werewolves. 
If you could change one thing about the world, what would 
it be and why? I'll get back to you on that one. Probably 
something to do with George Bush. 

-compiled b.~·Kate Boehm, Executil'e £diUJ!" 
('With the help a/Caleb rtilldroll on k~ questions). 

The Index On the Quad 

A word from President Mazzoni 
StuComm unveils Off Campus Activities Calendar 

A major concern of 
many K College Students is 
how to pop the "K Bubble." 
The College has introduced 
the hot-spot shuttle and the 
Student Commission would 
like to introduce a new tool 
to help you find out what's 
going on outside of the K 
College world. 

After working hard the 
last two quarters, we're 
finally ready to unveil the 
Off Campus Activities 
Calendar. Each week the 
Campus Commissioners 
submit events from more 
than 20 different online 
resources to be posted on 
the calendar. These links 
include restaurant and 
coffeehouses, theatres and 
concert halls, museums 
and galleries, nightlife and 
much more. 

The calendar IS 

now packed with events 
happening within the 
community area. We hope 
the calendar will encourage 
our K College community 
to go off campus and 
experience the community 
life of Kalamazoo. 

To access the calendar, 
follow these steps: 

Log-in to your 
web mail account 

Click on Public 
Folders (or go to https:11 
webmai1.kzoo.edu/public) 

Pull-down the 
Shared Calendars 

You will see 
"Carriage House Calendar" 
and below that "Off Campus 
Activities Calendar" 

Double-click 
"Off Campus Activities 
Calendar" and arrange 
the calendar view to your 
liking 

This calendar is a tool 
to be utilized by the entire 
campus community. We 
encourage you to submit 
events to us directly if you 
find something interesting 
that we have not posted. 
Please send all event 
submissions to Kyle Fletke 
at k03kfO l@kzoo.edu. 
In the pursuit to pop the 
bubble, we hope you visit 
the calendar and find out 
that Kalamazoo has a lot to 
offer! 

Campus Forum 

On Feb. 6, Student 
Commission hosted a 
campus forum to discuss 
aspects of campus life. 
To answer many of the 
concerns students face, 

we had several campus 
officials on hand. We want 
to thank President Eileen 
Wilson-Oyelaran, Dean 
Sarah Westfall, Associate 
Dean of Students Dana 
Jansma, Carrie Brankiewicz 
from Student Development, 
Lindsey Smith on the Hicks 
Renovation Committee and 
Jenny Thomson of Career 
Development for greatly 
contributing to the success 
of the forum. 

More than 50 students 
were in attendance. We 
addressed issues such as 
security on campus, the 
residential life survey, 
what's happening with 
Hicks, athletic facilities, 
and much more. If you'd 
like to read a transcript 
of what was addressed, 
please visit the Student 
Commission website at 
www.kzoo.edu/studev/ 
stucomm/campusforu m. 
htm. We will update the 
transcri pt wi th the pro gress 
we have made in addressing 
student concerns. We plan to 
have another forum during 
Spring Quarter. We hope to 
see you there! 

Erill Mazzoni, K'07. 

Spam: Webmail flooded with junk 
From Front 
campus' Webmail system. 
No e-mails from any other 
sources would be allowed 
through the barracuda, 
including e-mails from 
family members, friends, 
jobs, or websites. 

Students at K seemed 
rather divided about the 
implications of restricting 
the Webmail system. Some 
were unfazed by this change 
in procedures. 

"I don't really use my e
mail for anything other than 
school-related stuff, and if it 
would cut down on the spam, 

I am all for it," said Andrew 
Bacyinski K '10. 

The majority of others, 
however, were concerned 
about losing their ability to 
communicate with family, 
friends, and institutions 
outside of K. 

"Who cares about a few 
spam e-mails?" said Emily 
Kuehn K'IO. "I like to just 
have one e-mail address to 
manage, and a college e-mail 
address looks good on job 
applications and externship 
applications." 

In the meantime, what 
can students themselves do 

about the spam problem? 
Smith recommends deleting 
any e-mail that a student is 
not expecting. 

"Nine times out of 10, 
unwanted e-mails include 
malicious software," he said. 
Furthermore, he particularly 
cautions against opening any 
attachments to the e-mails, 
as they can contain viruses 
that could compound the 
problem. Overall, as Smith 
explains, spam is not a 
problem as long as students 
exercise prudence in what 
they do with their e-mail 
accounts. 
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Pertussis, a k a whooping cough, springs up in Kalamazoo 
By Jaclyn Sanders 
Opinions Editor 

cases were confirmed by the 
standard polymerase chain reaction 
(PCR) test. While the cases were not 

there is no need to panic about 
pertussis. 

"This situation is getting blown 

However, some caution is still 
necessary for those in the Kalamazoo 
area. It is important for everyone 

In recent weeks the Kalamazoo 
College campus has been alerted 
to the presence of pertussis, or 
whooping cough, on campus. 

This bacterial disease, thought 
to be mostly eradicated in the 
United States, has produced a 
minor epidemic in Kalamazoo 
with 300 test-confirmed cases 
since June 2006. According to the 
website for the Centers for Disease 
Control, after the introduction of 
the diphtheria and tetanus toxoids 
(DTP) vaccination in the 1940s, 
case-reports of pertussis dropped by 
more than 99 percent. 

Three hundred confirmed 

confirmed, the students 
were still considered to 
be "probable cases" of 
pertussis, said Ailstock. 

The red flag symptom 
of pertussis is a persistent, 
hacking cough that lasts 
longer than two weeks, 
said Ailstock. The 
bacterium is transmissible 
through droplets of 
moisture, making the main 
vectors through coughing 
and contact with infected 
individuals. 

Pertussis is treatable 
by antibiotics while the 
infected individual IS 

under quarantine for the 
duration of five days, 
Ailstock said. 

1lIlIltr>tinn/WiIiIi i 
Do you have a persistent, hacking cough that has lasted 

to make sure that their 
vaccinations are up to 
date. This is especially 
pertinent since a public 
health alert has been 
issued announcing three 
laboratory confirmed 
cases of rubella (German 
Measles) at Western 
Michigan University. 

Most importantly, 
wash your hand frequently 
and cover your mouth 
when coughing to protect 
yourself and others. One 
case of scarlet fever, an 
advanced form of strep 
throat, has been reported 
on campus, so if signs of 
illnesses are occurring, 
make sure that you head 
to the Health Center. 

cases are by far larger numbers 
than normal in Kalamazoo. The 
Kalamazoo County Human Services 
Department recorded two confirmed 
cases of pertussis in 2001 and 
2002. 

According to Lisa Ailstock, 
director of the K College Health 
Center, seven K students were 
quarantined, though none of their 

Ailstock also said 
that none of the 300 cases 

ger than two weeks? It might be pertussis. Call the Health Center. 
If you are concerned 

that you or a friend might have 
pertussis, please call the Health 
Center at x7200 to make an 
appointment as soon as possible. 

in the greater Kalamazoo area had 
been confirmed by culture, and that 
the probable cases on campus were 
found to be negative. Therefore, 

out of proportion," Ailstock said. 
"I'm worried that people are going 
off of false negatives and false 
posi ti ves." 

Housing: New on-campus dwellings a definite possibility 
From Front 
of student participants chose 
apartments over traditional 
halls or suites. In listing what 
they would want included 

'in a campus apartment, the 
most popular answers were 
kitchens, private bedrooms, 
nice bathrooms, and a lounge 
area. 

Also included in the 
survey was a scale from 1 
to 5 in how interested the 
participant would be in living 
in a campus apartment, and 
500 responded with a four 
or five - that they would be 
very interested. 

One survey response 
wrote that an apartment on 
campus would be the "best of 
both worlds" for the students 
living there. Apartments 
would grant upperclassmen 
much more freedom and 
independence than residence 
halls, yet help them remain 

tied to the community. 
The survey participants 

that declared themselves 
uninterested in living in 
campus apartments voiced 
common opinions that 
they want to break the "K 
bubble," and that they would 
not want to be forced to live 
on campus as seniors. Some 
would prefer to see the 
money diverted toward other 
programs. 

"I'm exci ted to see 
that a lot of students are 
enthusiastic about some 
different housing options on 
campus," said Jansma. "Our 
goal is not to force people 
to live on campus, but to 
provide some pretty cool 
modern options for people 
who live on campus." 

As of yet, nothing is 
set in stone for this project. 
The entire idea is still in an 
exploration stage, and the first 

step was to see what students 
think. Student housing is 
part of the college's strategic 
plan, and if it is decided that 
apartments are a good idea, 
the administration will act 
on it. But until that decision 
is made, it is likely that other 
programs will get priority. 

In the meantime, 
other changes are already 
being made to housing 
organization on campus 
for this coming fall. It was 
officially announced during 
Sixth Week that next year 
will mark the beginning of a 
new organization of housing 
patterns on campus. The new 
plan outlines that Crissey, 
Severn, and DeWaters halls 
will be designated for only 
upper-class students, while 
Trowbridge and Hoben will 
house exclusively first-year 
students, and Harmon will 
be a combination of students 

of all ages. 
"I think we're at a point 

in time where it's time to 
try something new," Jansma 
said. Incoming classes are 
getting increasingly larger, 
and juniors as well as 
international students tend 
to get lost in the crowd. 
Additionally, students 
returning from study abroad 
have a great risk of having 
trouble readjusting to dorm 
life and are often ostracized 
in a sea of underclassmen. 

Incoming first-year 
students will also benefit 
from this new system. "I 
think that we're missing a lot 
of opportunities to help the 
first-year students integrate 
into the community," Jansma 
said. 

Although this change in 
dorm life is not a consequence 
of the recent discussions 
about building apartments 

on campus, the two changes 
would work together very 
nicely, Jansma says. 

A logical progression 
for a college student would 
be to begin living in an 
environment that enables 
them to meet plenty of new 
people very easily, then 
moving on to a situation 
with a bit more privacy and 
community. Following this, 
it would be best if another 
type of housing, with plenty 
of independence, were to 
be available. Finally, there 
would be the option to move 
off-campus. 

"The overwhelming 
majority says that if we 
do build apartments," said 
Jansma, "there are a number 
of people who would, as a 
junior or senior. like that 
option, as well as seniors 
that would still like to live 
off-campus anyway." 



4 Thursday, February 15, 2007 The Index Features 

Not your average scientists: passionate, dedicated professors 
By Kate Lutes 
Staff Writer 

Professor Paul Sotherland's office is 
plastered with pictures of glorious wild 
birds, cartoons with cheeky captions 
and glossy science posters. As a fitting 
decoration, a bowl of artificial eggs sits 
on top of his file cabinet. Sotherland 
pulls out a particularly large one - an 
emu egg, reminiscent of an oblong, slate
colored grapefruit. 

"I've been researching [bird eggs] 
for ... ever," says Sotherland., a professor 
of biology. 

He started his work in graduate 
school 30 years ago. He works with 
students and colleagues to understand 
the factors that affect eggs' embryonic 
development through studies of turtle and 
bird eggs. His research has taken him to 
Costa Rica, as well as less colorful local 
areas to study the eggs of blackbirds, 
chicken, and gulls. 

"It's a project where students can 
easily get involved.," he says. 

A stereotypical scientist wears a 
pocket protector and carries around a test 
tube in his pocket. Not the professors of 
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K College's science departments. 
Professor Regina Stevens-Truss, for 

example, is not the average biochemist. 
She was born in Panama and moved to 
America when she was 14 years old. She 
then had a succession of moves 
from New York to New Jersey 
to Toledo, Ohio, and eventually 
to Kalamazoo. She was referred 
to K College through her Ph.D. 
advisor (a K alum) and was hired 
here in 2000. 

For Stevens-Truss, a liberal 
arts college was an unexpected 
choice as a biochemist. She had 
solid roots in Toledo because her 
husband and her children were 
born and raised there. 

"If someone had t~ld me that 
I'd be working here," she says, "I 
would've laughed." 

However, Stevens-Truss 

scientists there. 
Bartz has been working at K since 

1997, and before that at University of 
Redlands in California. 

"I liked Kbecause itwas a destination 

A few of the professors in K's science department 

editor of American Journal of Physics. 
He started off as a co-editor with Harvey 
Gould from Clark University, attaining 
the position after the former editor retired. 
Tobochnik also recently published the 

third edition of "An Introduction 
to Computer Simulation Methods" 
in January 2006 with Gould and 
Wolfgang Christian after years of 
work. He.also investigates patent 
citation networks and has acted 
as a divisional associate editor 
for "Physical Review Letters," a 
prestigious physics journal. 

With all of this work on his 
plate, how does Tobochnik deal 
with the stress? "I don't worry," he 
said. "I just go to work and work. 
There's always more work." 

Like many ofhis colleagues, 
he also goes to his kids' 
sporting events as a means of 
decompressing after a long day 
of work. 

likes working at K. She likes 
the student-faculty dynamic and 
enjoys interacting with students 
who have a passion for learning. 

Sheiscurrentlyon sabbatical, 
investigating a particular enzyme 

wise from upper left): Dr. Regina Stevens-Truss, Dr. Jef
frey Bartz, Or. Paul Sotherland and Dr. Jan Tobochnik. 

In the end, these professors, 
like the rest of their colleagues 
in the science departments, are 
essential and lively parts of the K 

called nitric oxide synthase. She and her 
partners work to understand its nature 
and its involvement in neurodegenerative 
diseases, like Alzheimer's disease. Since 
her arrival at K, she's worked with 12 
students in this research. 

Outside of research and teaching, 
Stevens-Truss also works in important 
community projects. She acts as director 
of the Art and Science of Medicine, a 2-
week science camp hosted at K College. 
Participants get hands-on experience with 
different disciplines of science. 

"It shows kids there is so much more 
in the science field than being a doctor," 
she says. 

Another shining member of the 
science departments is Professor Jeffiey 
Bartz. He currently teaches introductory 
chemistry and physical chemistry, in 
addition to researching vector correlation. 
His work concerns the motion of a bit of 
a molecule after it is ejected from the 
whole. Bartz uses a laser to detect the 
differences of motion. 

K's Dow Science Building houses 
a 2.000-pound table with a system of 
lasers that Bartz and his colleagues use 
to conduct this research. In the past, he 
went on sabbatical for two years and 
worked at University of Nevada-Reno 
and maintains collaborations with fellow 

for people," he said. "Good students were 
picking our college." 

Bartz also participates in the 
Committee for 
Kalamazoo 
College's 
Future, as well 
as in off-campus 
endeavors - he 
is a Cub Scout 
leader and 
teaches first and 
second-graders 
in Sunday school. 
He also makes a 
ritual of bowling 
on Wednesday 
nights. 

Professor 
Jan Tobochnik 
is a thriving part 
of the physics 
department. 
Although he 
is not in the 
classroom as 
often as he used 
to be, he works 
industriously 
in many 
occupations. 

He is the 

College community and bring a passion 
and dedication to their work - in and out 
of the classroom. 
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right? Maybe so, but really, 
how much weirder is it than 
dressing as a sexy nurse 
or hot cowboy to get your 
kicks? 

and animation, and show off 
their fursuits. 

Thursday, February 15, 2007 S 

There are specific 
fursuits designed and sold 
that cater to this subgroup. 
Some have openings or 
removable panels designed 
for sexual activity. Others 
have anatomically correct 
genitalia. Interestingly 
enough, several furry-run 
websites I visited expressed 
shock that people would 
risk ruining their precious 
fursuits with sex, as they 
are often very elaborate and 
expensive. 

Last week's column 
on watersports might have 
been a bit frightening to 
some folks. Same goes for 
the previous column about 
sounding. I thought I'd 
soften it up a bit this week. 
After all, while I like using 
the sex files to enlighten 
the campus about sexual 
practices that most are 
unfamiliar with, there's no 
reason the topic always has 
to be something that would 

make most people make a 
face. This week, it's time 
for something warm and 
cuddly. 

This isn't the whole 
story on furries, though. 
The term "furry" originally 
refers to anthropomorphic 
animals, like those in 
Disney's "Robin Hood" or 
the Loony Tunes characters. 
Furry fans are those who 
enjoy this kind of artwork 
and have built a sub-culture 
around it. They produce 
more artwork, have message 
boards to discuss their 
favorite characters, and even 
get involved in online or 
real life role-playing games 
where they pretend to be 
an animal character. Some 
furry fans enjoy dressing up 
in costume and may spend 
anywhere from hundreds to 
thousands of dollars to make 
or purchase a "fursuit" that 
captures the likeness of the 
animal character they enact. 

Sex in the furry fan 
community has been a source 
of contention among furry 
fans in the past because of 
how inaccurately it is often 
portrayed in the mainstream 
media. Many mainstream 
sources have portrayed the 
furry community as sex
based, promiscuous, and 
depraved. For most furry 
fans, however, this is not 
the case at all. Dressing 
as an animal or enjoying 
anthropomorphic art is a 
fun way to express a part of 
themselves that has little or 
nothing to do with sexual 
arousal. 

The small part of furry 
fan culture that is sexually 
aroused by furry art and 
fursuiting often uses the term 
yiff to refer to sexualized 
aspects of furry culture. 
"Yiffing" refers to having 
sex while in costume, while 
"yiffy art" refers to artwork 
depicting anthropomorphic 
animals engaged in sexual 
acts. 

It is important to note 
that the desire for furry 
sex does not mean these 
people wish to have sex 
with animals. In the 2002 
survey, "The Sociology of 
Furry Fandom," less than 
2 percent of furry fans 
reported any sort of interest 
in zoophilia. 

In 2002, MTV aired 
a film called "Plushies 
and Furries." The show 
documented a subculture of 
people, commonly referred 
to as furries or furry fans, 
who enjoy dressing up 
in animal costumes and 
engaging in sexual acts. 
Sounds kind of weird, 

Furry conventions exist 
where furry fans can get 
together, check out furry art 

Those interested in 
getting their own fursuit 
or just learning more about 
the furry community should 
check out www.fursuit.com 
or Petercat's furry info page 
at http://www.tigerden.com/ 
infopage/furry/. 

Counseling Corner: How to combat loneliness at college 
By Kristin Gillen 
Contributor: Counseling Center 

The college years often afford 
students a wealth of opportunities to 
interact with a variety of individuals 
as well as the chance to form new 
connections and friendships. 

Although the college 
environment often facilitates social 
interactions, many students find 
that they feel incredibly lonely 
despite being surrounded by these 
various opportunities. Furthermore, 
students may experience loneliness 
even after they have formed new 
friendships and established an 
active social life. 

In exploring loneliness, it is 
important to understand why this 
emotion is a common experience 
many young adults will encounter 
during their college years as well 
as identify ways of coping with this 
emotion. 

There are many reasons 

why college students experience 
loneliness. Often students 
enter college having left close 
social support networks behind. 
Friendships and relationships 
with family members may begin 
to change and may become more 
distant as the individual develops 
greater autonomy and explores his 
or her independence in more depth. 
These attachments may not seem 
as strong as they once were, and 
the individual may feel a sense of 
sadness while experiencing this 
transition. 

Additionally, individuals may 
feel frustrated if they have not 
quickly formed new relationships 
that feel as strong as these old 
relationships. It can be very 
difficult and overwhelming to enter 
a new place without the close social 
support networks one has already 
established and relied upon. 

The college years can also feel 
lonely, as this is a time of exploring 

and renegotiating identity. While 
most individuals are considering 
career options and focusing on 
academic achievement during this 
time, they are also exploring their 
own values and how they define 
themselves. During this process, 
individuals may question numerous 
aspects of their lives, which leads to 
uncertainty about their sense of self 
and the life goals they would like to 
achieve. 

Loneliness may result when 
students feel that they are completely 
alone in this process of searching for 
identity. Although they may have 
formed close connections, some 
indi viduals experience loneliness 
because they feel that they are the 
only person experiencing uncertainty 
and overwhelming emotions when 
they "should" be feeling carefree 
and "having the time of their life." 

Although loneliness can feel 
overwhelming at times, there are 
many ways of coping with it. First, it 

is essential to understand this feeling 
by exploring triggers and sources of 
loneliness, as this will vary from 
person to person. Sometimes when 
individuals have low self-esteem, 
loneliness may ensue. Addressing 
these types of issues is an important 
step in managing loneliness. 

It is also important to not 
blame oneself for feeling lonely. 
This is a common feeling college 
students experience and is certainly 
understandable, given the numerous 
transitions and stressors associated 
with this time in life. Taking 
advantage of campus activities and 
resources, developing additional 
social skills, exploring interests, 
and being patient with developing 
relationships can also help curb 
feelings of isolation. 

Finally, talking with others and 
sharing the experience of loneliness 
can be helpful. After all, one 
should not have to go through the 
experience of feeling lonely alone. 
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The Union wins Civil War, serves tasty martinis 
By Kevin Debs and Matt Bezdek 
Staff Writers 

You may think only sexual 
perverts and deviants staff The 
Index, and you may be right, but 
we're not here to judge that. Matt 
and I don't concentrate on sexual 
ridiculousness; we specialize in the 
elaborate art of visiting bars, and 
the editors of the Index are, in fact, 
OK people to visit a bar with. 

This week took us to The Union. 
I'd never been inside before, but the 
presence of tablecloths and track 
lighting gave me the urge to order a 
nice, classy bottle of wine. 

After a quick budget appraisal, 
we settled for a Cotes-du-Rhone. 
Even though our bottle came from 
the absolute bottom of the wine 
list, the waitress allowed Matt to 
appraise the label and taste before 
pouring us all a glass. (I always 
motion for Matt to take care of wine 
matters because his French is far 
better then mine.) 

The decoration of The Union 
isn't too original, though everyone 
inside was very eager to share 
the same story about how part of 
the floor in the back hallway was 
the original gymnasium floor at 
Western. The walls have the same 
color scheme as every trendy, but 
"super-casual," place I've ever 

been in. In stark contrast to this 
are three gigantic paintings behind 
the bar, which reading from left to 
right might be entitled: "Screaming 
Bird," "Happy Baby Boy," and 
"Screaming Bird No.2." 

Toward the restrooms 
there are a whole bunch 
of old pictures of Western 
State Normal with some 
stiffly posed college folks. 
Matt remarked that they 
appear to come from the 
awkward transition phase 
in photography between 
frowning and smiling 
photos. 

mainstream and indie covers -
from Stevie Wonder to The Blow. 

Each one seemed to pass 
through a karaoke lounge filter 
and was shouted at the audience 

proper martini is a glass of gin with 
a splash of vermouth and a salty 
stuffed olive to offset the flavor. But 
I make no pretenses with ma~tinis, 
whether gin, or James Bond's 

vodka: vermouth drags any 
good liquor down. 

Our waitress explained 
that The Union and Western 
Michigan exist in a symbiotic 
marriage of convenience. 
Western pays the rent, and 

After seeing "Casino 
Royale," I bought a whole 
bottle of vermouth to make 
martinis with, and I still have 
the almost whole bottle in 
my kitchen. Thankfully, after 
some wine and the urging of 
our editors, Matt and I had no 
problem ordering the Union's 
unconventional beverages 
with names like Cripnotic II 
and Buzztini . 

Union 
Located on the walking mall, the trendy Union provides 
a fun place on Saturday nights, when the music is right. 

Cripnotic II is made with 
something called Hpnotiq, 
which despite a severe deficit 

of vowels, actually makes a decent 
cocktail. The Buzztini contains 
amaretto, Kahlua, vanilla vodka, 
Bailey's, and a shot of espresso to 
carry us well past last call. 

in exchange, two-thirds of The 
Union's musical acts are students or 
faculty from WMU. Our server also 
claimed she "really likes working 
here," and that Saturday night's 
entertainment was different from 
the usual performance level. 

The band, generously named 
"The Kids Are Alright," was 
comprised of a drummer, ' a bassist 
with two weeks' experience, 
a keyboardist, and two female 
vocalists who blazed through an 
impressively eclectic array of 

through clipped microphones. By 
the time they played a lackluster 
medley of Dusty Springfield's "Son 
of a Preacher Man" and Sublime's 
"What I Got," the noted absence of 
applause revealed that the audience 
would have perhaps preferred to 
listen to one of the club's more 
traditional jazz artists. 

After finishing our bottle of 
wine, we decided to order martinis 
from the speciality martini menu 
housed in a CD case on our table. 

Matt usually insists the only 

Two mojitotinis later (don't 
ask) and the band was playing their 
final unsolicited encore of "Sexy 
Back," making the front door look 
like the pearly gates to a land where 
drinks don't have fancy names and 
screaming birds are reviled for the 
frightening feather bags of disease 
they are. 

The conversation that never ends: Altruism at K College 
By Elizabeth Porter 
Staff Writer 

It seems that everywhere 
you look on campus these 
days, our student body is 
engaged in the avid pursuit 
of Saving The World: 
whether its fasting for Darfur, 
tackling HIV and AIDS in 
America, enforcing "Being 
Green," or undoubtedly 
some other do-gooding that I 
have overlooked, altruism is 
alive and well at Kalamazoo 
College. Or so it would 
seem. 

Nietzsche, long dead, 
still voices the concern of the 
skeptical. Is there really no 
such thing as "good works?" 

In a conversation that IS 

taking place in my sophomore 
seminar class, Monday 
morning this same question 
arose, and somehow we got 
on the topic of altruism at K. 
It's not that we're not doing 
good things, but why is it 
that we don't do them where 
they might really matter on 
an individual level? Do we 
do them for reasons that are 
perhaps more centered on our 
own validation than because 
we care? 

Wby is it tbat we talk 
about, and indeed do, 
countless good works every 
day, and tben overlook 
being "good" in tbe truest 
sense, in our everyday 

lives? 
Last week, as I was 

walking into the cafeteria, 
I overbeard a distressing 
conversation with Betty, long 
faithful Sodexho employee 
that we all know. It went 
something like this: 

Betty: "Dear, you need 
to get a new card. I can 
barely swipe this through the 
machine," (as she was tossed, 
literally, half of a key card, 
sharp on the edge where it 
had been snapped in half). 

Student: (without so 
much as making eye contact) 
"What do you mean!? (shrilly 
and loudly) Can't you even 
do your job!?" Later that 
night, I saw said student at an 

EnvOrg rally. 
While I'm sure that this 

student is really a caring, 
intelligent, person, I have to 
say that I was embarrassed 
for her. I began to think about 
the countless opportunities 
we all have every day to 
make life a little easier for 
those around us: folding the 
laundry that we pull out of the 
dryer; saying hello to people 
you don't know but are in 
your classes; taking your 
paper napkins off of the tray 
when you bus your dishes in 
the caL the list goes on and 
on. 

The conversation III 

class sparked numerous 
remarks. some of which I 

am refraining from writing 
because of the response they 
might provoke. While I am 
not one to can the efforts 
of students and faculty to 
improve the global climate, 
especially in a day and age 
like this one, I do understand 
that we, myself included, 
should make the effort to do 
the unseen acts of kindness. 

They are random. and 
perhaps more meaningful, 
for a reason. So while I 
understand the arguments 
on both sides, and while I 
myself was upset with the 
implications of this week's 
conversation, I believe that 
it's not too late to prove 
Nietzsche wrong. 
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America's responsibility: damages in Iraq will linger 
By Phil Taylor 
News Editor 

As Democrats in Congress mull over 
the semantics of a symbolic resolution 
condemning President Bush's handling of 
the war, it would help to refocus attention 
on an element of Iraq Congress does have 
the power to change. 

Iraqi children do not attend school, and 
many women have been forced to turn to 
prostitution, according to U.N. reports. 
Meanwhile, an additional 1.7 million 
Iraqis remain inside Iraq as displaced 
persons, a number that could rise to 2.7 
million by the end of the year, the U.N. 
says. 

Lately, attention has been almost 
entirely fixed on what the United States 
must do to withdraw from Iraq with 
dignity, and as plans to stem Iraq's 
slide into civil war continue to fail the 
definitions of victory become increasingly 

One pian sure to find a positive 
reception in Iraq - not to mention the 
rest of the Arab world - would seek to 
alleviate the stress of the war on Iraq's 
neighbors. If the United States cannot 
resettle Iraqi refugees within its own 
borders, it is imperative that sufficient 
resources are provided so that Iraq's 
neighbors can continue to do so. To 
keep the borders open, Congress must 
pass comprehensive legislation to fund 
refugee assistance programs in Syria and 
Jordan, as well as within the borders of 
Iraq. As Senate Judiciary Committee 
chairman Patrick Leahy said, "We should 
not repeat the tragic and immoral mistake 
from the Vietnam era and leave friends 
without a refuge and subject to violent 
reprisals." 

fuzzy. 

Since the war began in 2003, more 
than 2 million Iraqis have been forced 
to flee their homes, seeking shelter 
primarily in the neighboring countries of 
Syria, Jordan, Lebanon and Egypt. The 
majority of these refugees have found 
resettlement in Amman and Damascus, 
where unprecedented economic burdens 
have forced both govemments to begin 
closing parts of their borders. 

Those Iraqis who were fortunate 
enough to find resettlement are prohibited 
by Jordanian and Syrian law to hold 
jobs, and are anxiously awaiting the 
opportunity to return home before their 
savings run out. 

If the United States is willing to 
spend more than $8 billion a month 
financing wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
it must also be willing to prevent what 
could potentially become a catastrophic 
humanitarian crisis. Unfortunately, the 
Bush administration has allocated only 
$20 million in its fiscal 2007 budget for 
Iraqi refugee assistance. 

Even worse, of the 50,000 refugees 
accepted for resettlement in the United 
States during the 2006 fiscal year, only 
202 were from Iraq. Officials at a hearing 
of the Senate Judiciary Committee say 
stringent security screenings are one 
reason only 466 Iraqis have been able 
to immigrate to the United States under 
refugee status since 2003. 

If the United States truly intends 
to establish a stable, independent and 
democratic Iraq, it must frrst demonstrate 
a viable plan to improve the safety of Iraqi 
refugees. The Bush administration has 
sent more than 21,000 additional troops 
into Iraq against the desire of Congress, 
the American people, and indeed, the 
Iraqis themselves. Yet the administration 
continues to ignore the droves of Iraqi 
families flowing out of Iraq, many of 
whom now find themselves unemployed 
and homeless. A graceful exit from Iraq may be 

beyond the pale of consideration, but 
responsibility for the damages wrought 
will remain. Any victory in Iraq will 
be contingent upon a realization that 
American obligations in the Middle East 
extend well beyond Iraq's borders. In Syria in particular, one-third of 

Regardless of whether the United 
States succeeds in Iraq, it cannot ignore 
what the U.N. has called the largest long
term displacement of a people since 
the uprooting of Palestinians during the 
establishment of Israel in 1948. 

Slaying the Dragon Letter to the Editor 
Perceptions of Asian American women In film 
By Kelsay Myers 
and Danielle Trierweiler 
Contributors 

The Asian American 
Student Organization showed 
Deborah Gee's documentary, 
"Slaying the Dragon," on 
Tuesday, Feb. 6, In the 
Connable Recital Hall. The 
film explores the stereotypical 
portrayals of Asian American 
women in Hollywood since 
the silent era and how those 
perceptions affect Asian 
American women in their 
daily lives. 

Through the images of 
the "Dragon Lady," Suzy 
Wong, geisha girls, the 
perfect housewife, and female 
newscasters, the basic typecast 
of Asian American women 
as untrustworthy and exotic 
or domestic and subservient 
remains the same - the 
mother/whore dichotomy. 
These perceptions underscore 
how Asians, and by extension, 

Asian Americans, are seen as 
foreign or "other" in American 
society. 

The film's critique 
continues through the early 
1990s but could be extended to 
more current movies like "Kill 
Bill: Volume I," "The Joy 
Luck Club," and "Memoirs 
of a Geisha," which still use 
the roles of "Dragon Ladies," 
geishas, and subservient 
housewives, although some 
of the issues have changed 
to new issues of ethnicity, 
general representation in the 
media, and authenticity. 

Notions of otherness 
are still pervasive In 
contemporary society as well, 
with the "Asian Sensation" 
dating scene and exotic 
foods servIng as consumer 
examples of "eating the other." 
However, films like "Yellow," 
"Harold and Kumar Go to 
Whitecastle," and "Better 
Luck Tomorrow" challenge 
these stereotypes and offer 

alternative perspectives of 
Asian Americans in the media. 
The AASO will be expanding 
the discussion further to 
interracial dating and biracial 
issues on Tuesday of Ninth 
Week with two Kip Fulbeck 
films, "Banana Split" and "28 
Questions." 

The goal of the 
organization IS to engage 
the campus community In 
contemporary AsianAmerican 
issues and raise awareness 
of stereotypes, racism, and 
Asian American history. 
Stereotypes undermine 
human individuality and 
flatten heterogeneity 
within the Asian American 
community. The perceptions 
of Asian American women 
highlighted in "Slaying the 
Dragon" survive In subtle 
ways through everyday 
media and humor. Education 
can counteract stereotypical 
prejudice and raise awareness 
of the issues. 

As a member of the K College community, I am an avid 
reader of The Index. I have enjoyed reading it ever since I was 
a freshman. My favorite part? The Sex Files. As. pertains to . 
most college students, sex is an important and fun part of our 
lives. I myself always look forward to reading what the latest 
and greatest sex trick is or what the benefits of masturbating 
are or even how perform fellatio on a girl. 

I would not consider myself to be a sheltered or innocent 
person by any means, however, the past two editions of The 
Sex Files have been vile and disgusting. Reluctantly, I read 
the entire article about what "sounding" is and how it is done, 
the whole time painfully grasping my genitals. The following 
week's article about "the golden shower" was not as painful to 
contemplate or ponder but rather was utterly grotesque. 

Being a school-wide paper, the Index is distributed 
everywhere around campus, including the admissions office. 
How would a parent teel about sending their kids to a school 
that publishes articles about sticking metal rods up one's 
urethra, or how people derive pleasure about peeing on one 
another? Parenl~ realize and are able to accept the fact that sex 
will become a part of their child's life. However thinking that 
dleir child might enjoying being urinated on may be too much 
to handle. The last two editions of The Sex Files is not how K 
College should be portrayed. 

Perhaps I amjust old-fashioned, but J want to read about 
various sex positions or how role-playing is done. It would be 
appreciated if the next edition of The Sex Files didn't lnake 
me want to regurgitate my lunch. 
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Swimming: Men and women take third place at league meet 
From Front 
with swims like the one Ellis turned 
in on Saturday, coach Kathy Milliken 
will be staying busy through the end 
of March, as her Hornets swim their 
way to national meets. . 

setting a league record, a school 
record and turning eyes all across 
the Division III swimming world. It 
is the fastest 200 Medley time in the 

an MIAA record while she was at it. 
"She really did not have a race," 

Milliken said. 
First-years Katy Knoechel and 

performance. Were it not for such 
strong competition from the rest of 
the league, Milliken says this Hornet 
squad would have won it all. "It's 

"I knew it was going to be a 
close race," Milliken said of the 200 
Back - an event Ellis had never 
swum before this season. "But any 
time Paul gets in the water, he has 
a chance to win because he's such a 
competitor. " 

Ellis says he surprised himself 
with the swim. 

"I didn't expect myself to drop 
seven seconds," he said. "1 was just 
very hyped up for the race because 
[Hope freshman] Phil Heyboer 
smoked me by four seconds in the 
dual meet and I wanted to pay him 
back." 

country this year. 
Ellis, Espinosa, 

Dekker and freshman 
Ben Dmitruk won the 400 
Medley as well, in a time 
of 3:24.68 - a school 
record. 

Espinosa won one for 
himself too, taking the 100 
Breast in 56.59. 

Sophomore Katie 
Stefl, after racking up 
two second place finishes 
and one third a year ago, 
turned in two firsts and a 
second this year to lead 
a rejuvenated women's 
squad into third place. 

Photo/Steve Wideen 
Sophomore Katie Stefl dismantled a MIAA record in the 
400 1M and finished the meet with two firsts and a second. 

definitely the strongest 
it's ever been." 

Stefl, who 
automatically qualified for 
the national meet in mid
March in the 400 1M, 200 
Fly and 500 Free, thinks 
the program is headed in 
the right direction, and 
quickly. 

"1 think both teams 
moved up a place from 
last year due to strong 
performances by our 
upperclassmen, and the 
addition of two very 
strong freshman classes," 
she said. "Personally, I 

Ellis, who Milliken considers to 
be more of a sprinter, also set league 
and school records in winning the 
100 Back, with a time of 50.72. 

Stefl set three school records on 
th'e weekend. She swam the 400 1M 
in 4:32.11; she won the 200 Fly with 
a time of 2:07.73; and she finished 
second in the 500 Free with a time 
of 5:06.77 - five seconds behind 
the champ from Calvin, but seven 
seconds faster than her best time 
from a year ago. 

Marie Stuve broke school records, 
too. Knoechel turned in a 59.90 for 
third place in the 100 Fly. Stuve 
swam the 100 Back in 1:01.04, good 
for sixth place. The two, along with 
first-year Barret Myers and senior 
Elizabeth Garlow, also helped take 
third in the 400 Medley relay with 
a time of 4:02.92 - another school 
record. 

had more fun this year than I've had 
in a long time, which is probably the 
biggest reason why I did so well this 
year." 

Sophomore Bobby Dekker 
turned in two first-place swims, 
taking the 200 1M (1:53.74) and the 
200 Fly (1:54.21). 

Her year is not done, however, 
and neither are the seasons of at least 
five of the men. The team will send 
more swimmers to a meet in Chicago 
this weekend in hopes of garnering 
more national qualifiers. 

Dekker and Ellis also teamed 
up to win two medley relays. Along 
with freshmen Alfonso Espinosa 
and David Greiner, the four Hornets 
swam a 1:32.75 in the 200 Medley, 

In her two wins, the closest 
competitors weren't all that close
especially in the 400 1M, which Stefl 
won by a full five seconds, shattering 

"We broke a third of our 
[school] records in one weekend," 
Milliken said of the women's 

The Index will run a preview 
of the national swim meet in two 
weeks. 

Hornet basketball teams hoping for late-season turnarounds 
By Mike Leifeld 
Sports Editor 

Women's basketball 

The women's basketball 
team dropped two more games 
last week which sent its overall 
record to 3-19. 

The Hornets only have 
one more game to try and 
turn things around before 
the MIAA tournament. If the 
Hornets didn't win at Tri
State on Wednesday (after the 
Index went to press) or they 
can't manage a win against 
Olivet this Saturday, they will 
face Hope or Calvin - both 
nationally-ranked, top 10 
teams. 

On Saturday, the Hornets 

lost a heartbreaker at home to 
St. Mary's College, losing by 
just two points, 62-60. 

St. Mary's led by 12 
points with five minutes left 
in the game, but the Hornets 
fought their way to a 10-0 run, 
and with just two minutes left 
in the game, they trailed by 
only two points. 

The teams exchanged 
baskets in the final two minutes 
and with IS seconds left on the 
clock, the Hornets got the ball 
back, down by three. They 
were unable to tie it up though, 
as they turned the ball over on 
their final possession. 

Kelsea Howell led the 
team with 18 points and five 
rebounds, Therese Demres 
scored 13 and Sara Lappan 

scored 11. 
Last Wednesday, 

Kalamazoo fell to Albion in 
a rough game, 83-37. The 
Hornets turned the ball over 32 
times and shot just 32 percent 
from the field. 

Howell scored 11 points 
while Allie Oosta and Lappan 
chipped in eight apiece. 

The Hornets play their 
final regular season game on 
Saturday at Olivet. Tournament 
play begins on Feb. 20. 

Men's basketball 

The men's basketball 
team lost two road games last 
week to Tn-State and Albion. 
Both losses were disappointing 
performances from a team that 

was coming off of its first back
to-back wins of the season. 

The Hornets beat Adrian 
and Alma two weeks ago 
and thought they had some 
momentum going into this 
week, but things went awry as 
Tri-State - in second place at 
the time - shot the lights out 
to end K's shot at a winning 
streak last Wednesday. 

Tri-State sank a gym
record 16 3-pointers en route 
to a 73-53 win. Kalamazoo 
couldn't get any offense 
going. shooting 31 percent 
from the field and just 6-for-
22 from behind the arc. 

Thomas Greer and Pat 
Clancy led the Hornets with 
eight points apiece. 

In the loss to Albion on 

Saturday, K was shooting 
well but couldn't take care of 
the ball, dropping the game 
83-62. 

The Hornets shot 47 
percent from the field but 
also turned the ball over 19 
times which led to 25 Albion 
points. 

Clancy scored 18, Greer 
poured in 14 and Mat Kellogg 
had 10 in the loss. 

Kalamazoo played Olivet 
last night (after the Index 
went to press) and will play 
its last regular season game 
on Saturday against Calvin. 
With two wins this week, the 
Hornets could finish as high 
in the league as sixth. As of 
Tuesday evening, they were 
tied with Alma for last place. 
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Palchick, 
influential 
media 
pIoneer, 
to retire 
By Roger Garfield 
Executive Editor 

Lisa Palchick, one 
of the key masterminds 
behind the Upjohn Library 
Commons and longtime 
media gwu for the college, 
is retiring in August after 25 
years at Kalamazoo. 

"You know when the 
right time is, and you know 
when you've made the 
contributions you can make 
to make this a better place," 
Palchick said. "I feel that 
I've done that." 

Palchick came to 
Kalamazoo in 1972 when 
her husband, Bernard, 
accepted a position as an 
art professor at the college. 
They had moved from Cape 
Cod, and when they first 
arrived, Bernard showed 
her Lake Michigan. 

"And he said, 'See, 
we've got dunes, and we've 
got a big body of water, and 
you're going to like it just 
as much as you like Rhode 
Island,''' she said. "He 
knew that I would miss the 
Atlantic Ocean." 

And then the winter 
came. 

"I was panicked," said 
Palchick. "I was afraid 
to go out of my house. 
Growing up in Washington 
D.C., we did not have snow. 
If it snowed one inch, we all 
got out of school. I was so 
frightened that first year 
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The entire company of the Student Playwrighting Festival has worked hard to perfect seven fully staged 
10-minute plays and several staged readings of one-act plays. The shows open tonight at 8 p.m. 

Student Playwrighting Festival 
Celebration of student-written plays opens tonight in Balch 

By Holly Catherine Gillis 
Staff Writer 

Tonight marks the' opening 
of the college's annual Student 
Playwrighting Festival with a 
variety of plays written,produced 
and directed by students. 

The festival, held in Balch 
Playhouse, will feature seven 
10-minute plays and staged 
readings of one-act plays. 

"I think that the Student 
Playwrighting Festival is an 
awesome opportunity that [the 
department] provides," said 
Chris Froseth K'07. 'Theater 
serves the community that it's 
a part of, and this is what tbe 
theater department gives to the 
student body from the student 
body. 

'They're lO-minute plays 
so if you don't like them, wait 

nine minutes. They are the plays 
of the 21" century." 

Froseth will be performing 
"Au Revoir, Renee," the ~me
man show he wrote for his 
Senior Individualized Project. 

"Au Revoir. Renee" is 
about a 20 year-old college 
student named Travis whose 
best friend dies unexpectedly. 
In trying to cope with the loss, 
he travels to Europe to find a 
woman with whom his friend 
had a one-night stand Travis 
believes that if be sleeps with 
her, he will be able to keep the 
friendship going. This is his last 
resort to keep his friend alive, 
and ultimately he finds that his 
goal is futile. 

Froseth started working 
on the piece about a year ago 
after gaining approval from 
the department in last spring. 

"I just kind of got wrapped up 
in it really early," he said. "I 
enjoy it. It's unbelievably time 
consuming." 

Froseth describes the 
experience as an amazing gift, 
but also "incredibly daunting 
and terrifying ... and on top of 
it, it's an incredibly personal part 
of my life." 

Chrissy Widmayer K'09, 
wrote two of the lO-minute 
plays. 'The Block" focuses 
on a girl dealing with her 
grandfather's ongoing struggle 
with Alzhei.mer's disease, while 
her play "Wbat Bathrooms are 
Good For" is about a bride-to-be 
admitting infidelity to her entire 
wedding party at the rehearsal 
dinner. 

The focus of junior Emily 
Harpe's "Bet" is a young woman 
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On or 
Off? 
Late ruling on 
campus hous
ing policy an 
. . 
Inconvemence 
for students 
By Anna Simmons 
Staff Writer 

Nick Vanden Heuvel 
is in a predicament. 

Vanden Heuvel and 
six of his friends all 
sophomores - are trying 
to plan their living situation 
for next year. They found 
a great house in the area 
and would like to sign the 
lease as soon as possible. 
However, the seven 
underclassmen, like many 
K College sophomores 
every year, cannot sign 
any lease until they know 
whether they will even be 
allowed to live off-campus 
next year. 

"Normally, all juniors 
are required to live on 
campus for tbe whole 
year," said Associate Dean 
of Students Dana Jansma. 
"If I can fit all juniors on 
campus, I am required 
to bave them all live on 
campus." 

Theoretically, the 
students living on campus 
every fall include all 
first-year students, all 
sophomores, alljuniors that 
are not on study abroad, and 
any seniors that choose to 
stay on campus, depending 
on room availability. To 
make matters worse, each 
entering class at K gets 
progressively larger than 

»Housing: Page 3 
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KATE'S PEOPLE 
Name: Matt Bezdek, 
K'07 
Birthday: January 29, 
1985 
Hometown: Minneapo
lis, Minn. 
Residence: House on 
Walnut 
Studies: Psychology 
major 
Classes: Learning, His
tory and Symptoms of 

Psychology, Cultural Psychology 
Activities: Music Performance Club, Index bar re
viewer 
K Plan: Spent six months in Strasbourg, France, 
wrote a psychology SIP on emotion perception and 
film music 

Favorites: 
Sodexho entree: Belgian cream puffs 
Smell: Cake and other generic pastries bakmg 
Texture: Cashmere 
Childhood toy: Gameboy 
Beatie John Lennon 
Article of clothing: I've always wanted to wear 

a cape because they are awesome. 
Font: Bookman Old Style 
Song lright now): "Postcards from Italy" by 

Beirut 
Class at K: Dr. Tan's Psychology of Music 
Professor: Waldemar Schmeichel, Religion 
Quote: Hic funt leones, translated "Here there 

are lions." Written on old maps over uncharted ter
ritory. 

If you were an animal cracker, what would you 
be and why? An elephant. It's a valuable, eco
nomic cracker. You get a lot of surface area for 
your money. 
List three adjectives your friends would use to 
describe you: Humorous, pretentious, genious. 
List three adjectives you would use to describe 
yourself: Amazing, talented, humble. 
What are your passions? Writing and playing mu
sic, zombie movies. 
What brought you to K? My dad lived here and I 
liked the study abroad program. 
If you could change one thing about the world, 
what would it be and why? J would bring back 
dinosaurs for the challenge of hunting them. 

--compiled by Kate Boehm, Executil'c Editol: 
You can see Matt and senior Alec Jensen, 

open for 'Scotland Yard Gospel Chio/,' 
Ihis FridaI' al 8 p.lII. in the Quad Stop with 

the Music Pelformallce Club. 

The Index On the Quad 

Correction, Campus Happenings 
Correction 

Regarding the article, 
"Spam, spam, headaches and 
spam," that ran in the Seventh 
Week edition of The Index, 
Information Services is NOT 
planning on restricting e-mail 
to only the transmission of e
mails to and from individual 
accounts on the college 
Webrnail system. 

In an attempt to block 
the unwanted mailings 
from infiltrating the system, 
Information Services will 
provide the ability to restrict 
e-rnails that are sent to certain 
distribution lists on the college 
system. With this service, only 
individuals with a kzoo.edu 
account can send e-mails to a 
distribution list; however, no 
restrictions will be placed on 
the sending of e-rnails to or 
from individual accounts. 

Second, the man identified 
as Adam Smith is actually 
Aaron Smith. Mr. Smith 
was misquoted; Information 
Services identifies and blocks 
approximately 85 percent to 90 
percent of all e-mails that come 
into the college system from the 

outside as spam and/or have a 
virus attachment. An additional 
5 percent are delivered but 
tagged as spam. More than 
100,000 e-mails a day come 
into the college system from an 
outside source. 

Happenings 

What: Students for the 
Ethical Treatment of Animals 
will show the documentary, 
"Earthlings." The documentary 
explores the relationship 
between nature, animals and 
human economic interests. 

When: Tonight at 7 p.m. 
Where: Carriage House 

What: Student Playwriting 
Festival, free LAC 

Where: Balch Playhouse 
When: Tonight, Friday 

and Saturday at 8 p.m., Sunday 
at2p.m, 

What: Bowl Making 
Workshop. Participants 
will create bowls that will 
become part of the Kalamazoo 
community Empty Bowls 
fundraising event on March 10. 
Beginners are welcome. 

Where: Fine Arts 202 
When: Friday from 5:30 

- 7p.m. 

What: The 3m Annual 
Dodgeball Tournament. 
Teams of three men and three 
women may enter for a $30 
fee, which will be donated to 
Special Olympics. Sign up in 
the Anderson Athletic Center 
Office. There will be prizes. 

Where: Anderson Athletic 

Center 
When: Saturday, 2- 7 p,m. 
What: Severn Fiesta! 

Food, mUSIC, salsa lessons and 
a pifiata. 

Where: Severn Lounge 
When: Saturday from 8 

- lOp.m. 

What: Peace Jam Mentors. 
Those interested in serving 
as mentors at the Peace Jam 
Youth Conference, to be held at 
Western Michigan University 
on March 31 can take part 
in this training session, Pre
registration is required. E-mail: 
jchatman@gkuw.org. 

Where: Dewing 310 
When: Monday (Feb. 26) 

from 6 - 9 p.m. 

Plays: Performance 
From Front 
who got a tattoo on a dare. 

"Mrs. BaUen's Cardboard Box," by fellow junior 
Laurel Griffin, depicts a family attempting to have a 
memorial service on a boat. 

Joan Miller's "Le Petite Malade" and sophomore 
Alyssa Al-Dookhi's "Entanglements of a Pleasurable Life" 
are also featured plays. 

Two 2006 graduates, Ashley Brenke and Curtis 
Varouh, are back to present their pieces, "Reined" and 
"Rigor Mortis," respectively. 

Gary Garrison. a faculty meIr.ber of the New York 
University Tisch School of the Arts will be in town to 
critique the plays. Garrison is the author "Perfect Ten: 
Writing and Producing the Ten-Minute Play," which, 
according to Froseth, "is basically the bible for writing 10-
minute plays." 

Photo! Kelsey Hahn 
Kelly Bauer, K'lO, and Ross Fletcher, 
K'09, Practice for "Red," a 10-minute 
play written by Trevor Maher, K'OS. The 
shows open tonight at 8 p.m. in Balch, 

A reception at 6:45 this evening will open the festival 
formally. The curtain rises at 8 p.m. tonight and Friday. 

On Saturday, the readings take to the stage at 4 p.m., 
and curtain is up at 8 again. 

On Sunday, the show begins at 2 p.m. Each staging 
carries with it LAC status. All shows are free. 
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Chapel forum brings language, yoga and mystery 
By Rebecca Weingart 
Staff Writer 

language to explain our inability to 
reconcile science and spirituality. 
"Language limits our discussion of 
these," said Dr. Ashcroft. 

ending quote, by Albert Einstein, 
showed that seeing science and 
spirituality with a wall between 

the limits of language, opened with 
two images: a yin yang and the 
DNA double helix. As a biologist 

The relationship between science 
and spirituality, as seen in the ongoing 
debate between evolutionists and 
creationists, is a very complicated 
issue. Referencing bumper stickers 
with "Darwinian fish eating Christian 
fish of vice versa," Dr. Mary Ellen 
Ashcroft opened the discussion at 
the Science and Spirituality Forum 
on Wednesday, Feb. 14 at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Olmsted Room. 

Nevertheless, the panelists 
throughout the discussion 
searched for a way to integrate 
science and spirituality in 
a way so they are "neither 
absorbed by the other but 
brought closer together," as 
Dr. Ashcroft said . 

and a yogi for 21 years; Dr. 
Langeland is a living example 
of someone who has reconciled 
the two seemingly different 
disciplines of science and 
spirituality. Throughout his 
speech, he outlined a range of 
philosophical positions, ending 
with Pantheism, his personal 
position, which believes that 
nature and God are one. 

Organized by Joseph Warner 
K'09, the well-attended event was 
in the form of an interactive panel 
discussion, moderated by Chaplain 
Mary Ellen Ashcroft, focused on 
finding a way to integrate the two 
disciplines. 

The panelists that participated 
were Dr. Tom Askew, professor of 
physics; Dr. David Addiss, officer 
of the science and spirituality 
department at the Fetzer Institute; 
Dr. Jim Langeland, professor of 
biology; and Dr. Peter Erdi, professor 
of complex systems studies . 

Dr. Askew explained the 
differences between science 
and spirituality in terms of 
proof. Science is the same 
everywhere. It is independent 
of culture and language. 
Spirituality, however, is not 
as clear cut. In terms of the 
existence of a higher power, 
"It is very hard to define what 

Dr. Erdi took a neuroscience 
perspective, exploring the 
science of the person and the 
relationship between the brain 
and personality. He illustrated 
this relationship through an 
Emily Dickenson poem. 

Photo/ Sara Whalen 
Dr. Jim Langeland, yogi and professor of biol
ogy at K , spoke at the Science and Spirituality forum. 

"The Brain is wider than 
the Sky/ For put them side by side/ 
The one the other will contain/ With 

it means to have existence," said 
Dr. Askew. 

It is difficult to combine the 
concepts of science and spirituality 
because they have such different 
views of reality. 

Dr. Addiss spoke next. He 

them is a shallow perspective: 
"Science without religion is lame, 
religion without science is blind." ease and You beside." 

As an English professor, Dr. outlined the different ways people 
interact science and spirituality. His 

Joseph Warner K'09 agreed. He 
said that his spirituality beliefs fed 
off of his scientific knowledge and 
an interaction of the two gave him a 
fuller sense of spirituality. 

As this discussion showed, 
humans are humbled by both science 
and spirituality. Dr. Addiss said, 
ending the discussion, "Appreciation 
of mystery is a good meeting point 
for science and spirituality." Ashcroft turned to the limits of Dr. Langeland, also realizing 

• Housing: Rising JunIors worry about options 
From Front 
the previous years. 

"Already," said Jansma, 
"we can almost predict that 
we won't have the space for 
everyone. " 

Even so, juniors will not 
be informed as to whether they 
·will be able to live off-campus 
in the fall until Residential 
Life knows exactly how big 
the first-year class will be -
which is not established until 
May - and how many juniors 
will be on study abroad during 
fall quarter of 2007, which 
will be determined in the next 
couple of weeks. 

Vanden Heuvel and his 
friends are concerned that 
Western Michigan University 
students, who know more 
than a year in advance about 
their junior-year housing 
options, will have leased all 
of the good hou ing In the 

Kalamazoo area by the time K 
College informs its students. 

"It's hard for us to 
compete, especially since we 
know so late compared to 
them," said Vanden Heuvel. 
"We're kind of between a rock 
and a hard place because, why 
look for a place when we don't 
know if we can live there?" 

This situation could 
become more than just an 
inconvenience for this group 
of sophomores: They could 
end up fighting a contract in 
court if they act too soon. 

"There's a lot of pressure 
for us to sign a lease now," 
said Vanden Heuvel. "[The 
landlady] told us straight 
up that there are three other 
people looking at the house 
and we need to take initiative 
now." 

If they do decide to 
'1ign the lease before Jansma 

and the college release their 
decision, it will be quite the 
rolling of the dice; they will 
have to put down a security 
deposit equaling the first 
month's rent, or roughly 
$1,200. 

According to Vanden 
Heuvel, he and his friends 
discussed with a lawyer the 
risks involved - especially 
if, come May, they are not 
able to get off campus. Any 
range of problems could 
ensue, from losing the security 
deposit to having to fight the 
lease in court, or paying the 
entire year's rent even if they 
cannot Ii ve there. 

"Since we are lucky 
enough to live next door 
to a major university, there 
are a plethora of rentals in 
Kalamazoo," said Jansma. 
"Sometimes landlords will 
try to instill a sen e of 

urgency in students ... . When 
the reality is that there is so 
much rental property that 
even if [sophomores] wait 
until May they will still be 
able to find things. It's a 
renter's market." 

As many juniors return 
from studying abroad this 
spring quarter, the school has 
given the option to sophomore 
students to live off-campus 
for the remainder of the year. 
Any students that choose to 
take this opportunity could 
find themselves back on 
campus in the fall as juniors. 

Many fall and winter 
athletes opt to study abroad 
during the spring quarter 
of their sophomore year, 
which means that they are 
overseas when they need to 
look for housing off-campus 
for fall. These students must 
rely on the Internet, friend>. 

for sprIng 
and family to establish their 
living situation for when they 
return to school. 

Because of the increasing 
class sizes, more and more 
students will be living off 
campus during their junior 
and senior years. For these 
students, every day is vital. 

Vanden Heuvel and his 
friends have been sitting 
on a contract for almost 
two weeks, expecting the 
landlady to call them any 
da y to tell them that she has 
signed the lease to a group of 
WMU students instead. 

The sooner students 
know if they can live off 
campus, the better. In the 
meantime, they can use 
WMU 's off-campus living 
website to search for housing 
options in the little time they 
do have: www.ocl.wmich. 
edu 
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Sexual Health Awareness Group launches 'K-Secret Box' 
By Katie Wise 
Staff Writer 

Ever have a sexual experience 
you've never been able to share? Worried 
about what others around you might 
think? Just write it down on a postcard 
and slip it in the locked blue bin at the 
mail hut. This bin is the "K -Secret box," 
an activity sponsored by the Sexual 
Hea1thAwareness Group that has students 
write or draw their intimate secrets on 
post cards and place them in the box to 
eventually be displayed. 

"We were thinking of ways to get 
the campus involved without having to 
attend an event" said Laurel Stiedemann 
K'07, the head ofS.HAG, of the project, 
which is meant to give students a way to 
express and discuss sexual feelings with 
the security of anonymity. The box will 
be open for submissions until Friday of 
10'" week, but may be kept open longer 

depending on the student turnout. before S.HAG receives them. 
TheeventwasinspiredbyPost "We have somebody screening 

Secret (http://www.postsecret. them before we see them" said 

blogspot.com), an online project Stiedemann. 
that lets people all across the "The display we are going to 
country share their deepest secrets do is dependent on the types of 
through creative, nameless post cards we get," said Stiedemann. 
cards. These cards cover every Some possibilities are using 
secret imaginable, from innocent the display for women's week, 
things like dancing in the rain to putting the cards online, perhaps 
serious ones like getting away on facebook, or working with 
with a crime. A lot of the posts other school organizations like 
deal with romantic and sexual the Women's Resource Center, 
feelings and desires, proving to the chapel, or the counseling 
be an outlet for statements that center to put something together. 
otherwtse would remain silent. "I think we'll see some very 
Many S.H.A.G members are fans creative ones, we'll see some 
of this blog and decided to try this Illustration/ just hand written ones as well" 
project at K.limiting the secrets to Want to share your intimate experiences and Stiedemann said of the project. 
sexual ones. thoughts? Drop by the Mail Hut to post a "K'Secret." Either way, 'K-Secret' offers 

There are restrictions as to what be accepted. To protect people's privacy, students a chance to be creative and 
students can put on their postcards. a staff person will look through the express their sexuality through words or 
Cards containing specific names will not cards and remove the inappropriate ones illustrations. 

Palchick: Helped bring technology, community to campus 
From Front 
when we moved here. It was terrible." 

But it didn't take long for 
Kalamazoo to feel like home. The 
Palchicks lived at 307 Monroe St., 
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amidst a bevy of other college faculty Ponto, vice president of business 
members. and finance, and Paul Manstrom, 

Palchick joined the college's director of facilities management, 
media center in 1982, and for the Palchick helped draw up her dream. 
next 15 years she helped facilitate the And on Jan. 3, 2006, everything 
incorporation of computing services she had foreseen came to fruition as 
into the college. Then, in 1997, she the library was opened to the public 
was named dean of information for the first time. 
services and went to work on merging "One of the major goals of the 
the library and computing services library project was helping to build 
together. community," she said. "I really 

At that time, there were no easily believe that the library has added 
accessible computers on campus for a tremendous amount to that. We 
students. In her first year, Palchick told the architects that we wanted 
centralized computer purchasing to design the building so that people 
and started replacing obsolete office would come and they would stay 
computers with new ones - all as a and they would like the building." 

Lisa Palchick, Dean of Libraries and Informa
tion Services, helped modernize K's campus. 

plan to build the campus network, Today, Palchick says the library 
with e-mail capabilities and all. traffic numbers are up 265 percent from 

"For the first time, really, we the last time they were monitored, in 
became a wired campus," she said. 2004. For Palchick, that's what is most 

The next step was to present a fulfilling. 
proposal for a new library, something "People meet each other [in the 
Palchick had dreamed about for the library]," she said. "They sit and they 
college since she joined in 1982. She talk to each other. I'm all for that. 
wrote many proposal and grants, all of To watch the kids in here, it's just 
which were turned down until the last tremendous for me. That's just the 
campaign roughly five years ago. biggest reward of any reward in the 

"At that time, the library was world." 
definitely out of date," she said. "It In addition to pioneering the 
was much too crowded for us. The library project, Palchick coordinated 
adtrussions tours stopped coming to an interesting collaboration with Lake 
the library. It was time, and everybody Forest College in the last several 
recognized that." years. Both liberal arts colleges with 

So in 2003, with the help of Tom a need to save money. Lake Forest and 

K, share an e-mail and Web server in 
Chicago. That's why the power outage 
of two weeks ago didn't affect the K 
system. 

"It was the first time that two 
colleges that were not in proximity 
to each other had collaborated with a 
technology," Palchick said. 

While her absence will surely 
be felt upon her departure, Pa1chick 
is looking forward to her retirement. 
Her husband recently built her a new 
art studio in their home, so countless 
hours of painting lie ahead. She also 
has three young grandchildren who 
are ready for some quality time with 
their grandma. 
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have to feel guilty about a sex act 
since they had given up power 
during that act. Others enjoy 
the idea of not having to do any 
of the work - their hands are 
tied so they are free to lie back 
and enjoy themselves. Other 
reasons include enjoying the 
physical feeling of restraints or 
the idea of complete submission 
to another person . 

partner may be able to escape 
rope as well. It's helpful to have 
a basic knowledge of knots to 
prevent this. Those of you who 
aren't scouts or sailors can check 
out http://public.diversity.org. 
ukldeviantlssknots.htrn for an 
illustrated guide to basic knots 
useful for bondage. 

Thursday, February 22, 2007 5 

play only with someone you 
know and trust. A safety word 
should always be agreed upon, 
something unlikely to come up 
naturally during sex that means 
"stop right now." Precautions 
should always be taken so that 
one can be freed from bonds 
quickly, such as having a pair 
of heavy duty scissors on hand 
for rope and using locks that 
all open with the same key. 

K can be a difficult place. 
One is expected to be on top 
and in control at all times. 
However, the bedroom is one 
place where this rule doesn't 
have to apply. Many people, 
normally dominant in their 
personal lives, enjoy being 
submissive in bed. For some, 
this takes the form of bondage, 
i.e., being tied up. 

Informal studies have 
ranked the fantasy of being 
bound as the second most 
popular fantasy for men, only 

after the most basic fantasy of 
sex with a really hot partner. 
While the validity of this claim 
is debatable, (Cosmo lists a 
new "most popular" male 
fantasy every other month) it 
is undeniable that a significant 
number of men find the idea of 
being tied up a turn on. Indeed, 
bondage appeals to both men 
and women of all sexual 
orientations. 

There are plenty of 
techniques involved in bondage. 
I don't have time to explore all 
of them here, so let's go for the 
most basic. Rope can be used 
to tie a person up in a variety 
of ways hands can be bound 
together, feet can be bound 
together, hands can be bound 
to feet - you get the idea. Rope 
can also be used to tie a person 
to something, such as a chair 
or bedposts. When binding 
someone, one should generally 
be careful not to tie too tightly 
(unless discomfort is the idea) 
or to tie anyone to something 
too breakable (flimsy chair 
arms come to mind). 

If rope is too rough for you, 
silk scarves are a gentler option. 
However, scarves can loosen 
easily, and a strong or dexterous 

Other ideas include using 
handcuffs, which one can 
purchase online or at any sex 
shop (in Kalamazoo, the Velvet 
Touch carries them, as does 
the army-navy surplus store on 
Westnedge). The fuzzy kind 
are the most comfortable. In 
addition, a variety of other gear, 
such as leather cuffs, chains, 
and locks can be found online. 
You can use your imagination 
as to what to do with these 
things, or even purchase a 
guide such as "Jay Wiseman's 
Erotic Bondage Handbook," a 
basic how-to manual for those 
interested in bondage, available 
at Amazon.com. 

Whatever tools you decide 
to use in bondage play, it's vital 
to keep certain important rules 
in mind. Due to the degree of 
control involved, you should 
always engage in bondage 

Both partners should 
always remain sober during 
bondage play, and a bound 
person should never be left 
alone. Avoid using anything 
that could block airways, 
such as gags, and never bind a 
person in such a way that they 
could choke (i.e. keep rope 
and other restraints away from 
the throat). Finally, don't bind 
someone so tightly as to cut off 
circulation. 

Done safely, bondage can 
be a fun way to let go of control 
for a little while. As with all sex 
acts though, communication is 
the key. Make sure you and 
your partner are aware of each 
others' comfort levels, and you 
could be headed for bonded 
bliss. 

Why do people dig it? 
Many people enjoy the freedom 
that comes with it - they don't 

Shaking things up at the friendly Zoo Bar on Portage 
By Kaitlyn Walter 
Staff Writer 

Considering that ur experience 
of "gay-friendly" bars in Kalamazoo 
was confined to just the Metro club 
(as mentioned in the Fifth Week 
"Enklosure"), four of my friends and 
I were expecting something exciting 
and pulsing when we set out on our 
way to The Zoo Bar, Kalamazoo's 
other gay friendly bar. 

Our first mistake was to 
compare it with Metro because 
the two bars are vastly different, 
though we wouldn't say that one 
is necessarily better than the 
other. When we first saw the Zoo it 
was just an understated building on 
Portage Street, the parking lot was 
almost empty, and there definitely 
wasn't any pUlsing music pouring 
out of the building. 

When we wandered inside on 
a cold, snowy night two weekends 
ago, we were expecting to be 

heated up by dancing bodies and 
the musical warmth of Cher, but 
the mood inside was anything but 
lively. There was no dancing, the 
place wasn't packed, the music was 
just nice background noise, and 
everyone seemed really comfortable 
and familial towards each other. 

Two middle-aged men seated 
near the door gave us a friendly but 
cursory glance as the five of us made 
our way toward the back where the 
restrooms were located. 

"What can I get you girls?" a 
worn voice of gravel over honey 
asked us upon our re-emergence. 
We turned to see a petite woman 
approach us, hands open in 
hospitality. When she found out we 
were there on behalf of "The Index," 
she was more than willing to answer 
our questions and t~lk about her and 
the bar's history. 

"We're the first and oldest 
gay bar in Kalamazoo," she said 
prOUdly. "Let me introduce you to 

the previous owner." She led us 
to one of the men, Larry, who sat 
smoking calmly. 

"It was packed back in the day," 
he said, ashing his cigarette. 

Soon after, a man name Troy 
who was sitting at the bar came 
over and started up a conversation 
with us. Troy, an independent hair 
dresser with an easy step and smile 
spoke with us about the bar, his life, 
and his philosophies. 

He introduced us to his friend 
Omar, who was sitting next to 
him. Omar, his open, friendly 
face glinting with his many facial 
piercings, is also an independent 
hairdresser. He is a wonderful 
singer who usually performs just 
for friends (and for weddings and 
funerals on the side) and bestowed 
on us a soulful melody before we 
left. 

We spoke with him about his 
life growing up in South Haven 
as someone who knew he was gay 

from age 4. When asked whether 
he has faced any adversity due to 
his sexuality, Omar said simply, 
"I believe that God put us here to 
shake it up". 

Sunshine, a trans gender woman 
sitting serenely at his side, had a 
disposition to match her self-given 
name. She spoke about her life 
growing up: forced out of her house 
at the age of 15, she managed to 
get her high school diploma and go 
to nursing school. She had wanted 
to be a nurse until the hospital she 
was at asked her politely to leave 
because they were uncomfortable 
with the way she lived. 

Though Sunshine and some of 
the others we encountered that night 
had gone through some adversity 
in their lives, they took comfort in 
their home for the evening: The Zoo 
Bar. 

Melissa Burnette, Amelia Laing, 
Ashley Luttmer and Mariam Sarwar 
also contributed to this story. 
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Indie band Cold War Kids fails to set itself apart with debut 
By Lars Ronn Olsen 
Contributor 

Melodically speaking, the 
eccentric sounds of Clap Your Hands 
Say Yeah! and Sunset Rubdown -
spiced up with Southwest bar 
brawl blues, clanking Eastern 
European gutter polka and the 
drunken sound-scope of Tom 

almost consistently played in minor 
are unfortunately left out, making the 
song one of the lows of the album. 

The rest of the album maintains a 
high caliber, kicked otlby hit-potential 
prison howler "Saint John." With 

the rhythm section sounding 
as ramshackle as a discarded 
White Stripes demo, the band 
slides into in the realm of 10-
fi for lo-fi's sake, but it works. 
The highlights are plenty, but 
most worthy of a mention are 
the fragile "Hospital Bed" and 
"Pregnant. " 

Cold War Kids 
Robbers & Cowards 
Downtown, 2006 
The latest contributors to indie 

rock's million-band march, Cold War 
Kids, are not necessarily the most 
original or innovative tools in the shed. 
Nor are they included in the ubiquitous 
myriad of MySpace era enthusiasts. 
But a string of blogger-praised EPs 
and entertaining live performances 
seem to have done the trick for this 
California four-piece band. 

Three years after their debut 
EP, "Mulberry Street," on California 
indie label Monarchy Music, the band 
joined colleagues Gnarls Barkley and 
Art Brut on Downtown records and 
released a full-length debut, "Robbers 
& Cowards," in fall 2006. 

Waits - "Robbers & Cowards" 
makes for one interesting debut. 

Despite the countless 
references to likeminded 
predecessors, Cold War Kids 
prove themselves capable 
of more than just attracting 
listeners comparing the band to 
their favorite artists, and then 
fading away in the shade of 
unoriginality. 

The opening tracks "We 
Used To Vacation" and "Hang 
Me Up To Dry" flash the best 

the album has to offer. Though Cold War Kids' indie album "Robbers & Cowards" b~~~ 
perhaps slightly premature, 
risking the rest of the album rows heavily from other bands, but still worth a listen. 

The album's biggest 
weakness is generally the 
lyrics. The evangelical 
references and Judeo-Christian 
language is, however amusing, 
somewhat cliche and worn 
down since the era of The 
Velvet Underground. 

As a final attempt to 
spice things up, the Salinger 
references in "God, Make Up 
Your Mind" and hidden track If you are looking for musical 

signposts, Cold War Kids has got 
them in spades. The most apparent 
is favorable comparison with 2005 
favorite Wolf Parade, with which 
they share the unmistakable elusive 
vocals and broken folk beats, both 
characteristics which have become 
the very trademarks of the otherwise 
vaguely defined indie genre. 

fading in comparison, the solid onset Easily forgiven due to the "Sermons vs. the Gospel" provides 
merely fastens the listener in the ostentatious start, the album once a breath of fresh air, but the thrill is 
palpable atmosphere of the record. more picks up in pace and quality short lived. The lyrics consist mainly 

Once having earned the undivided with the gospel inspired "Hair Down" of banalities, and they generally lack 
attention of the audience, the band and "Passing The Hat." Both songs honesty and originality. 
slips into easy-listening mode with feature lead singer Nathan Willett That said, "Robbers & Cowards" 
"Tell Me In The Morning." Still sounding like a drunk, disheartened is definitely worth a listen, and if you 
clinging to the jagged guitar sound, Jeff Buckley - though in a very non- believe the indie bloggers, even more 
the atmospheric choppy piano chords Buckley-type drunken artistic way. so worthy of a live show. 

Counseling Corner: In the long run, DOPE coping only accentuates emotions 
By Dr. Alan Hill 
Contributor: Counseling Center 

Every emotion we 
experience has an important 
message for us about ourselves, 
about others, and about the 
world - and that emotion also 
lends us the energy to deal with 
the emotional situation. 

For instance, guilt may 
inform us that we did wrong, 
and the energy of guilt propels 
us to make amends - or resolve 
not to make such a mistake 
agam while anger may tell 
us there is an injustice and this 
feeling gives us the energy to 
try to correct the injustice. 

Anxiety or fear informs us 
that there is danger and gives us 
the energy to protect ourselves, 
while sadness tells us we are 
experiencmg a 10. and propels 

us to come to terms with that 
loss. So feelings are extremely 
important as they help us 
understand ourselves and our 
relation to the world. 

However when feelings 
are many, constant and/or 
painfully intense (e.g., shame, 
rage, depression, panic, hurt, 
etc.), it is easy to see why one 
might want to "dope" feelings 
in such ways as: 

Drugs: alcohol, pot, 
Yicodin, etc. to numb feelings. 

Other means to mask 
feelings such as cutting, eating 
disorders, and/or promiscuity. 

Put off facing emotional 
situations by procrastination, 
video games, overwork. 

Escape feelings by denial, 
shutting down, nurunllZlllg, 
"Pollyanna" perspective. 

DOPE. coring may help 

one avoid painful feelings for 
awhile and one may even get 
some pleasure and/or relief 
such as getting high, a release 
of endorphins from cutting or 
eating, relief from not having to 
do the paper now, etc. 

However, doping 
eliminates all feelings and one 
becomes deaf to the important 
message conveyed from your 
feelings and one cannot hamess 
their energy to effectively 
cope. Consequently, emotional 
development is stunted, 
and sadly, one is unable to 
experience emotional intimacy 
since one becomes incapable of 
sharing feelings. 

DOPE coping is likely to 
become addicting, and in tum 

it creates more of the intense 
feelings one is trying to escape. 
Putting ofT schoolwork may 

eventually lead to feeling of 
depression and greater anxiety, 
while addiction to cutting, 
drugs, or purging of food may 
lead to shame. These intense 
feelings invite more (and more 
intense) DOPE coping and so 
begins a vicious cycle begins 
that cements the addiction. 
DOPE coping works in the 
short run but devastates your 
life in the long run. 

When youareexperiencing 
an intense or constant feeling, 
there is something about you, 
others or the world that you are 
not accepting that you can't 
change. When you believe 
that "I must be perfect," "you 
should do as I want," or "the 
world should be fair," you 
are not accepting that you are 
not and won't be perfect, that 
others will do a: they damn 

well please and that the world 
is and ~llikely always be full 
of injustices. 

Once you have accepted 
what you can't change, the 
intensity of your feeling will 
drop to a more manageable 
level. Intense worry turns to 
concern, rage to annoyance 
and shame/guilt to regret. 
You are then able to listen to 
the message of your feeling 
and courageously change 
the things you can: go for 
excellence (shoot for the stars 
and land on the moon); give 
others valuable feedback (that 
they may not heed); or do your 
best to correct local or world 
injustices. 

If you are not sure what 
you can and can't change, drop 
in to the counseling center and 
we can figure it out together. 
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Moyo to start cricket club at K 
By Phil Taylor 
News Editor 

Kalamazoo College visiting 
international student Sydney 
Moyo is studying to become a 
veterinarian at Africa University 
in his hometown of Mutare, 
Zimbabwe. 

But, at least for now, 
Moyo's real 9-t0-5 job is 
cricket. 

"It is a game that goes on 
for the whole day," said the 20-
year-old agricultural science 
major. "1 play in the morning, 
then go to classes and return in 
the evening for the rest of the 
game." 

Moyo speciaJizes as a 
"bowler" for his school's varsity 
cricket team, but he is prepared 
to play almost any position. 

"I usually play the ' slip' 
position, which is close to the 
batter, but at times 1 also play 
at 'silly point,'" he said with a 
shrug of the shoulders. "Why 
they call it ' silly point,' 1 don't 

know." 
Equally perplexed about 

the game of cricket are most 
of Moyo's new Amencan 
classmates at Kalamazoo 
College, which is one reason 

Phnlto~I'S.ra Whalen 
International student Sydney 
Moyo to start cricket club at K. 

he looks forward to starting an 
intramural cricket club during 
the spring quarter. Though he 
has met a few students who are 
familiar with the rules of cricket 
from 

obstacles I overcome 

experiences abroad in 
England, Moyo 
hopes to teach 
many more 
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about his favorite 
pastime. 

At home 
m Zimbabwe, 
Moyo works 
on a 500-acre 
organic farm to 
help offset some 
of the costs of 
his education. 
As an only child, 
Moyo says his 
family is doing 
"surprisingly 
well," despite the 
recent political 
upheavals 
and soaring 
inflation rates 
m Zimbabwe. 
In what was 
once called the 
"Breadbasket of 
Africa," the cost 
of food - not 
to mention 
education - has 
skyrocketed. 

For Moyo, coming to 
Kalamazoo was an opportunity 
to experience a new cultLLre. 
The private Christian school 
Moyo attends in Mlltare is 
diverse, English-speaking and 
comparable in size to Kalamazoo 
College, but remarkably bereft 
of European or American 
infl uence, he says. 

At 1<, Moyo has enjoyed 
the warmth of his classmates 
more than anything. "Back 
home the people don't usually 
smile as much," he said. "Here, 
people are always friendly and 
1 guess that's what 1 like the 
most." 

Though the workload 
has been his biggest challenge 
thus far, Moyo says he has 
appreciated the close contact 
he can get with professors. At 
home, he says, most professors 
must work additional jobs 
outside the university and are 
often unavailable after class. 

Moyo will be rooting for 
the Zimbabwean national team 
in next month's Cricket World 
Cup - an intemational event 
held only once every four years 
much like the World Cup of 
soccer - but he laments that 
he won't get to see them live on 
television. 

"Cricket World Cup is 
coming up, and that's the saddest 
thing about being in America 
right now," he said with a sigh. 
''I'm going to miss every single 
game." 

Zimbabwe finished sixth 
in the 2003 Cricket World Cup, 
but has fallen considerably in 
world rankings as a result of 
the controversial departures of 
many of its most talented players 
in recent years. The team will 
have its work cut out for it when 
games begin next month in the 
West Indies. 

"Last time we qualified for 
the semifinals of World Cup, but 
this time we barely qualified," 
he said, shaking his head. "We 
managed to qualify by beating 
Kenya through sheer luck, even 
with the best batsman in the 
world." 

I Thursday, February 22, 2007 7 

WILLS PHOTO POLL 
Do you read the Index? 

No,sony. 
I don't see it arOlmd 
often. I don't have any 
time I guess. 

-Dan Roevel K'09 

I read it sometimes. I es
pecially like the people 
comer and the sex col
umn. 

-Sarah Fuhnnan K'07 

Yeah I read the Index. 
Mostly because I'm 
bored at work. 

-Tom Giltrow K'07 

Every once in a while. I 
don't even know when 
it comes out. If it's there 
I'll read it. 

-Erin Kelley K'08 

Compiled by Will Walkington, Art Editor . 

• 

• 
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Tennis men off to 4-1 start 
By Mike leifeld 
Sports Editor 

Men's Tennis 
The men's tennis split up and beat three different 

teams on Saturday. 
Half the team played at home against Carthage and 

Wayne State and the other half traveled to Alma for an 
MIAAmatch 

The first match of the day was a battle between 
DivisionllI powerhouses. Kalamazoo. ranked l3'h,readily 
dispatched of No. 25 Carthage, 7-2. The Hornets swept 
the doubles matches and won four singles matches. 

Jason Brown, Luke Marker, Cyrus Jadun and Patrick 
Boyd each scored points in their singles matches. Brown, 
an umanked freshman, defeated Jack Shiro, ranked 15:!> 
in the region. 

Kalamazoo handled its next match easily as well, 
defeating Wayne State 7-2. The Horncts took two of 
the three doubles matches and five of the six singles 
matches. 

The Hornets also opened league play with a 
dommating victory over Alma on Saturday. K won all 
six singles matches in straight sets and also swept the 
doubles matches. They won 9-0 to give them a 1-0 league 
and 4-1 overall record. 

Women's Tennis 
The women's tennis team was edged out by 25'" 

ranked Carthage College on Saturday by a score of 5-4. 
The Hornets won three of six singles matches 

but two earlier losses in doubles matches were their 
downfall, dropping them to a record of 0-2 on the young 
season. 

Sayako Nakagawa and Beau Wangtrakuldee won 
their doubles match for the Hornets while Ayano 
Nakamura, Laura Spencer and Smitha Gudipati pulled 
out singles wins. 

House of Cards By Caleb Waldron 

The Index Sports 

Women's season ends at Adrian 
Index Staff Reports 

Women's basketball 

A second half surge cut 
the Hornets' deficit to five 

Lappan, who averaged 6.6 
points, 3.3 rebounds and shot 
79 percent from the free throw 
line, started all 25 games of 
the season as the team's only 
seruor. 

points with less than two "Sara was a 
minutes to play in their first- very passionate 
roundMIAAtournamentgame player for us 
versus Adrian on Monday. this year," said 
But the Bulldogs fended off Coach Tes 
K's run and managed to hold Sob 0 m e h i n 
on for a 78-66 win, ending the Johnson. "She 
Hornets' season. took a lot 

It had started off of younger 
promisingly, as the young players under 
Hornets won two of their first her wing and 
seven games, but in its last 18 helped them 

of the league tournament on 
Wednesday, Feb. 21 (after 
The Index went to print). 

Junior Mat Kellogg had 
a monster night, shooting a 

perfect 9-of-9 
from the field 
and finishing 
with 24 
points. 

contests, Kalamazoo mustered through the 
just one victory. rough patches 

In Monday's game, of the season." 

T h r e e 
other Hornets 
finished m 
double figures. 
Seniors 
Thomas Greer 
and Tyler 
Worst heated 
up from behind 
the are, each 

Sara Lappan started in all 25 
games of her senior season. 

connecting on 
three 3-pointers. Greer scored 
15 and Worst I l. 

freshman Nyemade Cooper Howell, junior Therese, 
scored 17 points on 8-for-ll Dernres, Cooper and freshrnan 
shooting, while also grabbing Andrea Bedway will return 
seven rebounds. Junior Kelsea as the bulk of the team's 
Howell poured in 16, and experienced players next 
senior Sara Lappan scored 14 season. Howell started 25 
to go along with six rebounds games, Dernres 23, Cooper 22 
in her final collegiate game. and Bedway 18. 

Kalamazoo ended the 
season with a 3-22 record. 
Howell finished the year as 
the team's leading scorer 
and the league's fifth leading 
scorer, averaging 14.2 points 
per game. She was also third 
in the MlAA in minutes per 
game, with 33.5, and fourth in 
steals, with 2.3. 

Men's basketball 

With a 77-69 home win 
over Olivet on Valentine's 
Day, the Hornets helped 
catapult themselves into sixth 
place in the MlAA standings 
and lock up a contest with 
Tri-State in the first round 

Junior Pat Clancy poured 
in 13 points with five assists. 

Saturday was Senior Day 
for the Hornets, and Calvin 
came to town trying to disrupt 
the festivities. It was a seesaw 
battle, as the teams went into 
halftime tied at 36. After seven 
ties and eight lead changes, 
Calvin found a way to hold K 
scoreless for the final 2:47 of 
the game, winning 72-67. 

Clancy led the Hornets 
with 21 points, Worst scored 
14, a Greer and Kellogg 
each a lded nine. 
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Why are 
the pants 
gone? 
Campus likes 
getting naked 
by ani ta mann 
nudist-in-residence 

The dryers in the 
campus residence halls 
have a bizarre glitch: their 
temperature is getting so 
hot that they are shrinking 
everything that goes into 
them! The size zero girls 
can't even find their pants! 

With the coldest 
winter in recent memory, 
it is an inconvenient time 
for students garments to 
be shrinking into oblivion. 
One student returned to 
campus for a weekend at 
home and thought that the 
Frelon streaking had come 
a few weeks early. 

"Everyone was just 
running around in their 
birthday suits," said the 
sophomore history major. 
"I felt ridiculous, and I was 
clothed." 

As it turns out, the 
campus is full of closet 
nudists. 

"I love, love, love to 
be naked," a naked first 
year art major said. "It's 
so nice, no laundry, no 
matching, no 'oh look what 
she's wearing.' I hope this 
trend keeps up." 

No word on when 
the problem will be fixed, 
for now, the choice lies 
between stench and nudity 
for on campus students, 
while students who live off 
campus are having the last 
laugh. 

the windex 
the student newspaper of kalamazoo college 

fantastic 80's all-girl pop phenomenon, Ladyfingers, 
hit it big 

the 
with the catchy single "You Cleaved Out My Heart." 

The lost stars of pop 
Ladyfingers, the hot 80 s sensation, debuted at K s Airband 

by chelsea phelps 
goddess of everything 

To today's youth, Airband 
might just seem like another 
silly K event, only good for 
generating a few laughs and 
getting several catchy tunes 
stuck in one's head. However, 
during the ragin' eighties, it was 
a platform to fame for three K 
students. Kate Boehm, Chelsea 
Phelps and Rhiannon Thomas 
met at their off -campus job 
hauling away animal parts at 
the Merco slaughter house. The 
next part is highly disputed, but 
on one fateful Tuesday, one 
of the three began humming 
the infectious melody to what 
would become their first hit: 
''You Cleaved Out My Heart." 

Kate then wrote the key 
lyrics, ''You gave me a blunt hit 

to the head! and now I'm dead." 
A few smashing guitar rifts by 
Chelsea and the trio was ready 
to perform at Air Band. The 
girls had to pool their money to 
afford the stylish latex-spandex 
costumes that they donned for 
the performance. This economic 
hardship inspired their second 
hit, ''If I Only Had a Sugar 
Daddy, Life Would Be Swell." 

While the girls had total 
confidence in their talent and 
overall hotness, they were not 
sure if K was ready for their 
new sound. However, as Kate 
sat behind her drums, Rhiannon 
plugged in her base (yes, a base 
playing lead singer) and Chelsea 
strummed her guitar, there was 
magic in Dalton that day. 

Little did they know that 
Jimmy CrackSpackle, former 
plumber turned music mogul 

was sitting in the audience, 
blinged out, hoping his former 
alma mater would dish up a 
dynamite act to get him out of 
his gambling debts. 

Jimmy was so enthralled by 
what he saw that he immediately 
whisked the girls off to Los 
Angeles in his Pimp Jet. A little 
known fact is that Ladyfingers 
originally had four members; 
however, backup vocalist 
Lauren Trager left the band after 
finding religion in 1982, as her 
newfound faith did not permit 
sparkles or ridiculously tight 
pants. She now lives in a box. 

The rest, as they say, is 
history. As a result of their 
ridiculous good looks, infectious 
tunes, and wicked sweet, booty
shaking dance moves, the girls 
made it big overnight. However, 
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Hanging 
it all up 
Professors 
"call"for 
cross-campus 
cell phone ban 
by al tellerman 
product placement 

K's campus has 
finally had it with all of the 
obnoxious cell phone users 
on campus. Professors have 
placed large troughs of water 
in classrooms, and when 
those obnoxious ring tones 
shouting out tunes to the ring 
of "to the left to the left," go 
off, into the water! 

As for all of you that talk 
in the lIbrary, whining about 
your workload, Fac Man will 
hall you away to the special 
place that they have set aside 
for ''those people." 

And for everyone who 
whips out their cell phones to 
avoid awkward encounters, 
there is a special squad 
awaiting you, ready to be in 
your face, asking you what 
your study abroad/SIP/post 
graduation plans are. 

"My cell phone is my 
whole world," one student 
gushed. "I much prefer 
talking to people who are 
hundreds of miles away than 
anyone on campus." 

K's administration 
wants to wean students off 
of their electronics. 

"Hopefully, once we get 
cell phones under control, we 
can get those idiots who drive 
with their ipods on, they're 
idiots," said an anonymous 
administrative source. 

At least we still have 
facebook. 
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It's the freakin' weekend, baby 
by sex bezdek and k debs 
super swell drunken sailors 

Having exhausted the rest of our 
drinking budget during a particularly 
unlucky day at the races, and with the 
sour taste of The Union still in our 
maws, Matt and I decided to forego 
another bar adventure in favor of a 
more economical, though in many 
ways superior experience: drinking 
ill. 

We arrive at Matt's house around 
9 PM as things are starting to heat up. 
Just past the main entrance we spy 
the living-room-cum-dance floor. An 
assortment of futons, usually arranged 
to a delicate feng shui patern, have 
been hastily shoved into the corners. 
Light comes from a provocative red
bulbed lamp as well as a glowing 
Santa figurine and skeleton Christmas 
lights. If I look closely, I find bits of 
stained glass windows and delicately 
carved woodwork - piled under years 
of student neglect and the ever-present 
white paint. 

In the corner is a bottomless beer 
fridge that features an assortment of 
microbrews. There is also a rotating 

stock of hard liquor that usually 
includes some decent gin and whiskey. 
Tonight, due to the aforementioned 
budget constraints, the authors will 
limit their beverage consumption to 
Burnett's lime vodka and Faygo cola. 
Matt pours me a drink over ice and 
I swish the glass. The nose is a light 
floral bouquet with a hint of citrus 
fruit. At the first sip, it is medium
bodied with subtle hints of brown 
sugar and a clean finish. 

Back in the main room, Matt has 
assumed his place at the turntables as 
more guests enter. He begins with a 
song from a greatest hits compilation 
from Israel in the 1960's. Then he 
proceeds to mash-up several records 
that God never intended to be heard 
together, including Beck, Lily Tomlin, 
Wolf Parade, Eleanor Roosevelt, 
Mister Rodgers, and the original 
War of the Worlds broadcast. At one 
point, "European Son" by the Velvet 
Underground synchronizes eerily with 
an avant-garde animation from the 
1930's being played on a television 
screen. 

Suddenly the music shifts, and 
Ignition (remix) by none other then 

R(obert Sylvester) Kelly literally 
bumps out of the speakers. Everyone 
looks incredulously at each other, and 
at Matt behind the 
turntables, before 
a surprising 
number of people 
admit they know 
the lyrics. Admit 
by breakin em 
off with a little 
preview of the 
remIx. 

Now I'm 
trying to be rude, 
but at this point 
several folks I've 
never seen before 
are populating 
the house. I 

Ladies start dropping by the 
turntables to talk to Matt because 
he's the DJ, and me, because I'm 

point them out 
to Matt, who 
insists they're 
gatecrashers. We 
consider asking 
them "who do 

photol debsy 

Then after the show its the 
after-party, and after the 
party it's the hotel lobby. 

standing close 
to the DJ. Hot 
and fresh out the 
kitchen I refresh 
our drinks, and 
return to find 
Matt impressing 
everyone with 
dangerous stories 
from our years 
of bar reviews 
for the Index. 
"Tell them the 
one with the 
kangaroo! " I 
yell. Matt laughs, 
and launches 
into the epic tale, 
set in the lush 
Amazon jungles 
of Brazil. The 
story ends with 
the whole house 

you know," but they're throwing 
shapes out on the dance floor like a 
mad mother so we decide to leave well 
enough alone. 

promising to dutifully read the Index 
in its entirety and to always follow the 
advice of the Sex Files. 

We just thuggin it out. 

Certain members of this paper's staffwatch too much Buffy 
by kaitlyn walter 
unfortunate driver 

This last weekend I was on 
my way to a house party that I 
had heard was good. I didn't 
want to go alone, so I invited 
a few friends to accompany 
me. The roads were much 
worse than I had anticipated 
and r could hardly see past the 
sleet pounding down upon my 
windshield. Driving down the 
road was highly dangerous 
but I drove slowly and tried to 
keep my passengers safe, but 
unfortunately we hit a slick 
spot and my car spun off the 
road into an embankment. As if 
things couldn't get any worse, 
my car, which has broken down 
numerous times this semester, 
died right there on the side of the 
road. 

With everyone yelling and 
shrieking I decided the only 
thing we could do was to walk 

somewhere wann, so we all 
bundled up and headed out into 
the treacherous weather. Not far 
in the distance we spotted a 
halo of light coming from 
inside a sunken doorway. 
The doorway was flanked on 
either side by boarded up bay 
windows and the door itself 
was heavy black oak. We 
huddled in the doorway as I 
pounded on the locked door. 
Finally the door was yanked 
open and we all collapsed 
inside. 

a flowing cape approached us 
and motioned us further inside. 
We inched forward into this 

and didn't seem to notice us any 
more. 

Of course I was shoved 
forward to go speak to the 
man who had first summoned 
us in. After I tried a few times 
to string coherent sentences 
into a question of where we 
were, he interrupted and 
politely explained everything. 
Evidently we had stumbled 
into the place referred to as 
the Kalamazoo Faction of 
the Support of The Mystic 
Beings of the Dark. Which 
pretty much means they 
obsess over the undead and 
the power they represent. 

As our eyes adjusted to 
the candle lit room I realized 
we should've stayed in the 
car. Surrounding our group 
of five freezing bodies were 
fifteen foreboding beings 
dressed in blacks and reds. photol i wish 
For a second I thought we Hot vampi res at K? If only. 

At first I thought it was 
pretty nifty, even though a 
few of my friends wanted to 
get out fast, and decided to 
check this out further. One 

had fallen into a set of Buffy 
or Angel. 

We were about to back 
out slowly when a man with 

group at his command. After 
a moment or two of awkward, 
scary silence they turned away 

woman I meet, who told 
me her narne was Clyd, was 
really kind and showed me the 
different instruments they use in 

their blood rituals. 
One of the many shiny 

and delicate daggers was one 
that was used by only the head 
member. She was not allowed 
to reveal the leader's name to 
me due to the rule that only a 
member can speak their name to 
an outsider. However, according 
to Clyd, the head order member 
is known as MOAD to everyone. 
I asked what kind of name 
MOAD is and with a look of 
horror and respect Clyd told me 
that the name meant Mother of 
all Darkness. 

By this point I was so 
completely enthralled by this 
little group of people that, had 
I not been grabbed from behind 
and dragged out in the quieted 
blizzard by Melissa. I would've 
joined them. If! ever come across 
this place ever again I promise 
to write up a more concise and 
in depth revie~. Until then - be 
careful driving. 
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Quadstop 
packed for 
free indie 
concert 
By Jason Wyman 
Staff Writer 

Students gathered last 
Friday night to watch a free 
indie/country/folk show at 
the campus' Quadstop to 
kick off the weekend. The 
show featured Chicago
based indie rock band 
The Scotland Yard Gospel 
Choir, preceded by two K 
college groups that featured 
acoustic guitar and smooth 
crooning by Alec Jensen, 
Emily Powers, and Matt 
Bezdek with his group of 
musIcians. 

The Scotland Yard 
Gospel Choir is a well 
established, fast-rising 
band from Chicago, led 
by Eiia, that despite its 
short history has already 
accomplished more than 
most bands can hope for. 
Elia has had a song featured 
on the OC, and made an 
appearance in Belle and 
Sebastian's music video for 
'Stop, Look, and Listen.' 
He's been clean since 
1997 after being addicted 
to various substances, and 
now devotes all his time 
and energy to writing solo 
music as well as music for 
the Scotland Yard Gospel 
Choir. The band has played 
with the likes of Arcade 
Fire and the Violent 
Femmes. 

The Scotland Yard 
Gospel Choir made their 
way into Kalamazoo 
early to do an interview 
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The Hebrew Table, organized by freshman K'tanaw Schiff with the Jewish Student Organization, seeks to 
give interested students an informal introduction to modern Hebrew on Tuesday and Thursday evenings. 

JSO sponsors Hebrew Table 
Table reveals student desire for Hebrew language program 

By Rebecca Weingart 
Staff Writer 

Recognizing her peers' 
desire to learn Hebrew, 
K'tanaw SchiffK'lO organized 
Kalamazoo College's first 
Hebrew Table in the beginning 
of winter quarter. Meeting 
every Tuesday at 5:30 pm in 
the sunroom of the cafeteria, 
the Hebrew Table is an informal 
introduction to Modem 
Hebrew. 

Sponsored by the Jewish 
Student Organization, the 
Hebrew Table is welcome to all 
students. Seniors are also invited 
and can obtain free meal tickets 
if they would like to attend. 

Schiff's Hebrew education 
began in kindergarten. After 
graduating from the Jewish 
Academy of Metropolitan 
Detroit in 'OS, she studied a 

year in Israel before coming to 
Kalamazoo. 

"Hebrew has been a part 
of my life since kindergarten 
and there were other people 
who wanted to learn. Since we 
are freshman we couldn't make 
it a neglected language, and I 
thought it was an interesting 
and c.:reative way to have it as 
an opportunity for anyone and 
everyone interested," said Schiff 
about why she started the table. 

Every week Schiff and 
about ten other students 
meet in the cafeteria to learn 
conversational Hebrew. Each 
week is a new topic. This week 
they played I Spy in Hebrew to 
practice adjectives. "I had fun 
learning adjectives in Hebrew," 
said Charlie Boland K'lO, who 
regularly attends the Hebrew 
Table. 

Boland, who is also 

learning Arabic and Farsi, says 
of the Hebrew Table, "I think it's 
an effective way to familiarize 
yourself with the language." 

Allison Luthy-Kaplan 
K'lO, whose favorite Hebrew 
word so far is "peel-pel" (pepper) 
attends on a weekly basis also. 
"I attend because I like to learn 
more about world languages," 
she said. 

Schiff began the Hebrew 
Table at the perfect time. Dr. 
JeJfrey Haus started the Jewish 
Studies Program just last year. 
He is working on getting 
Hebrew as a class in the future. 
Until then students can attend 
the Hebrew Table to familiarize 
themselves with the language. 

Because it is a new 
program. Schiff is still deciding 
the best way to conduct the 
table. Starting spring quarter she 
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Are you 
ready? 
Students to 
compete in 
Airband 
competition 
Saturday 
By Holly Catherine Gillis 
Staff Writer 

Save next Saturday 
night for the annual 
Airband Contest. Airband 
is a lip-syncing and talent 
competition put on by 
the Student Activities 
Committee every year. 

According to the 
Student Activities 
Committee's website 
"The goal of the Student 
Activities Committee 
is to provide quality 
entertainment and social 
opportunities that enrich 
student life at Kalamazoo 
College. We believe 
that extracurricular 
activities are central 
to the development of 
Kalamazoo College 
students." Airband is an 
excellent accomplishment 
of that goal. 

Groups of various 
composure assemble 
with various takes on 
the performance prompt. 
Perhaps the most 
memorable performance 
of last year was the 
Pep band's take on the 
muppet favorite 'Maneh 
manah' 

Pep band's Hannah 
Kallewaard, K'09, 
reminisced, "It was really 
cool that our whole pep 
band was able to come 
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Concert: Scotland Yard Gospel Choir rocks Quadstop 
From Front 
with WlDR FM, Western Michigan 
University's campus radio station, on 
Thursday, and allowed the K student 
body a preview with a live performance 
and interview in the WIMD Radio 
studio. Will Skora interviewed and 
hosted the band on his show, and 
had nothing but praise for the band 
following their interaction. "Being 
the lead singer of a musical act. I 
didn't expect him to be so nice," said 
Will. The interview and performance 
happened at 5:30, a few hours before 
the show was set to begin at 8. 

The setting was rather subdued for 
the number that was in attendance. Well 
over one hundred people competed 
for spots to sit in the Quad Stop, as 
everyone prepared for the relaxing 
feel of folk music. The first act, a 

duet of Jensen and Powers, featured 
songs written by both performers, 
and resulted in a fair amount of head 
nodding and general grooving. The 
mix of male and female vocals offered 
enough variance in the music to keep 
it interesting from song to song, and 
the songs kept the attention of the 
whole crowd. 

Bezdek, a well known performer 
on campus, brought with him a number 
of musicians, and played both original 
and cover songs, including one song 
by Daniel Johnston, an infamous 
cross-genre singer songwriter who 
helped pioneer indie music. 

Finally, The Scotland Yard 
Gospel Choir didn't disappoint 
those who waited. The reaction 
was positive, and toward the end of 
the set prompted dancing in spite of 

the chairs set up 
for the crowd. 
"They were 
good; energetic," 
said Skora. The 
upbeat musIc 
left everyone 

Photo/ Scotland Gospel Choir 

satisfied, and 
exemplified how 
live musIc on 
campus can be a 
success. A good 
free concert is a 
rare experience, 
but The Scotland 
Yard Gospel choir 
brought good 
music and good 

Chicago's Scotland Yard Gospel Choir performed at Quadstop last 
Friday evening with members of the Music Performance Club. 

humor that drew out the masses of 
Kalamazoo College that can't usually 
afford the hours away from studying 

to enjoy the music that usually plays 
from their laptops. They were glad 
that they came. 

Counseling Corner: Eating Disorders on Campus 
By Doree Upson, LMSW 
Contributor: Counseling Center 

According to the National 
Eating Disorders Association, as 
many as ten million females and 

one million males are currently 
struggling with eating disorders 
such as anorexia and bulimia. 
In fact, more than one in three 
'nomw dieters' suffer from 
pathological eating at some 
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point in their lives. 
According to 

College Parents of 
America, the statistics 
for college students are 
even more distressing. 
91 % of women surveyed 

, . on college campuses 

had attempted to control 
their weight through 
clieting, with 22% often 
or always clieting. 25% 
of college-aged women 
engage in binging and 
purging as a weight 
management technique, 
and almost 50"10 of 
people with eating 
clisorders meet the 
criteria for depression 
simultaneously. 
Anorexia is the 
thrrd most common 
chronic illness among 
adolescents. 

Bulimia is a set of 
behaviors characterized 
by recurrent periods 
of binge-eating until 
feeling overly-full, 

followed by periods of purging 
(vomiting,) use of laxatives, or 
extreme exercise to subdue fears 
of gaining weight. Bulimics are 
intinlately aware of their bodies 
and everything that goes in and 
out of them. 

It is often difficult to detect 
bulimia in a friend or loved one 
because their weight often stays 
constant despite frantic efforts to 
control or reduce it. One way to 
determine if an eating disorder 
is emerging is to evaluate the 
importance of the person's 
relationship with food compared 
to the other relationships in their 
life. Has food become more 
important than friendships, 
studying, or other activities? 

Bulimic patterns tend to 
become adclictive, resulting in a 
behavioral trajectory that is often 
difficult to eliminate without 
professional assistance. Many 
protessional conversations have 
emerged over the years about 
what causes these behaviors to 
develop and become sustained 
patterns, 

Recent research points to a 
genetic predispoSition, making 
certain inclividuals more likely 
to develop eating disordered 
behavior than others. Yet it is not 
difficult to identify other social 

and cultural culprits, Poor body 
image rooted in media messages 
fixated on idealizations of 
thinness and unattainable 
versions ofbeauty, psychological 
factors like anxiety, depression, 
perfectionism, alcohol and other 
substance abuse, as well as a 
history of traumatic events can 
all lead to eating disorders. 

Other emotional inclicators 
are a drive for perfection, a 
desire for control, compulsive 
behaviors, feelings of 
inadequacy, trouble with 
intimate relationships, and a 
denial offeelings. 

Treatment is essential to 
combat these struggles because 
long term effects of eating 
disorders can include heart 
failure, kidney damage, hair 

loss, and esophagus, colon, 
and intestinal problems. If you 
believe you are suffering from 
an eating clisorder or know 
someone else who might be, 
please don't hesitate to contact 
the counseling center. Treatment 
can include nutritional 
counseling, meclication, medical 
care, and psychotherapy. 

In adclition, please join the 
counseling center, women's 
stuclies, residential life, the health 
center, and student development 
as we mark Eating Disorders 
Awareness Week during 2nd 

week of spring quarter with five 
clifferent events! Let's reduce this 
epidemic by bringing canclid and 
transformational clialogue to our 
campus. Look for posters and 
flyers announcing the events. 

Hebrew: Share language 
From Front 
is considering meeting during IW1Ch instead of ditmer. She is 
also interested in inviting the Hebrew as a neglected language 
instructor to teach at the table, 

Schiff has been happy with the turnout. "1 feel really 
good about it. We 'vc had a lot of good encrh'Y surrouncling it 
and there have been a lot of people showing up." she said, 

The topic for next week i "dirty Hebrew" in celebration 
of 10'h week, 
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Chapel Chat: Congratulations on your C-
By Mary Ellen Ashcroft 
Chaplain 

Do you hold yourself to 
extremely high standards? 
Do you obsess over mistakes 
you've made? Do you feel 
competitive with your peers? 
Do you feel that a bad grade 
will wreck your life? 

There's a lot of 
perfectionism around K 
college. At our Imperfection 
Chapel last week, we talked 
about the problem. A number 
of students, staff, and faculty 
shared their experience 
battling perfectionism. 

Karyn Boatwright from 
the Psychology department 
spoke about a conference 
she'd been to on the subject, 
suggesting that perfectionism 
can be good and motivating or 
damaging and debilitating. 

How can you tell if 
you have the bad kind of 
perfectionism? The bad 
kind means you wake up 
at night and worry about 
the comment you made in 
class that may have sounded 
stupid. The bad kind means 
you condemn yourself in 
ways you'd never condemn 
a friend. The bad kind of 
perfectionism can drive you 

crazy. 
This bad perfectionism, 

Boatwright went on to say, 
is associated with being 
secretive, not telling others 
about your weaknesses and 
failures. Kept inside, these 
failures loom larger and 
larger. 

What does embracing 
imperfection have to do with 
spirituality? 

First, spirituality is about 
connecting with others. If 
you are part of a spirituality 
group (or some other close, 
confidential group) you have 
opportunities to share your 
weaknesses and failures, 
and thereby diffuse some 
of the poison power of 
perfectionism. When you 
get up the nerve to share 
your weakness, and others 
in the group nod their 
understanding or share their 
similar experience, your 
perfectionism loses some of 
its grip. 

Second, spirituality is 
about where you find your 
sense of self, learning to be 
"at home" with the person 
you are. Perfectionism 
promises you that if you 
get it right, you' ll,feel good 
about yourself. This is a 

lie. No accomplishment, no 
GPA, no resume, no degree, 
nothing can make you feel 
okay about yourself. That 
has to come from within: it 
is a spiritual project. 

Here's the project of 
spiritual growth: it is about 
coming to know yourself, 
accept yourself, and feel at 
home in the world. As we 
move toward that sense of 
feeling at home in our own 
skin, we are then able to be 
present for others, rather 
than competing with them. 

There are a number of 
ways to grow at K college: 
academically, in your ability 
to think and write critically, 
in independence. 1 believe 
these are of limited value 
without the spiritual growth 
that can lead you toward 
a deeply integrated life. 
Spiritual growth will help 
you cope with your own 
inevitable failures and life's 
disappointments. Even if 
you don't get the job, or 
you don't get into the grad 
program, or you get a C-, 
you'll know that you're still 
a worthwhile person who 
can continue to grow. 

Let's hear it for 
imperfection! 

Airband: Participants excited to perfonn 
From Front 
together and make a really 
cool performance and use 
marching band moves for 
'Maneh manah'''. 

Another competitor 
from last years contest is 
coming back again for this 
year's contest. Kalamazoo 
College's Volleyball team 
will be back for their fi fth 
year in a row to try and win 
the title that escaped them 
last year. 

Kamlan Hamlin, K'07, 
has been a member of the 
team all four years and has 
had an active role in the 
Airband performance for the 
last two years. "Our season 

ends in November so we do 
Airband every year as a way 
to reconnect. It's a fun way 
to do some team bonding. 
We put a lot of work into it 
and so it means a lot too." 

This year the team is 
taking a different approach 
than they did last year: just 
have fun. The girls remixed 
'Girls Just Wanna Have 
Fun', 'Material Girl', 'Hey 
Mickey', and 'Kanye's 
Workout Plan'. Hamlin says 
that they plan on "really 
engaging the audience." 

Senior Charlie Goetz 
has attended every year and 
intends on going again this 
year. Goetz said "Its great 

to see all the different ways 
people perform whether its 
a punk band, a piano song, 
or the volleyball girls doing 
a dance" and went on to 
say "it's usually packed," 
warning students to get there 
early. 

The contest will be 
judged by Pat Ponto of 
the Counseling Center, 
Dena Willis of Student 
Development and Student 
Commission President Erin 
Mazzoni. Prizes are awarded 
according to placement at 
the end. 

The Contest will be held 
March 3 at 8 PM in Dalton 
Theater. 
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WILL'S PHOTO POLL 
What are you doing for 

Spring break? 

I'm going to a Food Se
curity Coalition confer
ence in Baltimore as part 
of Farms to K. 

-Holly Anderson, K'09 

I'm going home to find 
a job. It will either be 
in sales, like fashion ... or 
McDonalds. 

-Paul Galnnan, K'07 

I'm going to Philadel
phia. I'm looking for 
apartments, a job, and a 
GOOD TIME! 

-Kat Baskin, K'07 

I'm gonna get my wis
dom teeth pulled out; the 
back bottom two .. .It's 
something to do. 

-Phil Thunder K'09 

Compiled by Will Walkington, Art Editor. 
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Hornet tennis teams fall 
By Brad Brinkman 
Staff Writer 

Men's Tennis 
The men's tennis team could not match the firepower of 

Division I foe University of Toledo, losing the road match 6-
1 on Saturday, Feb. 24. The loss drops the Hornets to 4-2 
on the yOWlg scason, but does not dampen the always-high 
expectations of Kalamazoo College men's tennis as the 
Hornets look to combine veteran leadership with yOWlg talent 
to make waves in Division III tennis national scene this year. 

This fresh talent was evident against Toledo as Cyrus 
JadWl captured the Hornets' lone point of the afternoon with a 
3-6,7-6, 10-8 victory at no. 4 singles. The freshman from Ea~t 
Lansing moved to 5-0 in his inchoate college career with tile 
win. While failing to pick up the doubles' point. Ka.lamazoo 
did take another match against Toledo with a 9-7 win by senior 
Drew Brown and jw1ior Tinl Hubbard at no. 2 doubles. 

Done with competition against Division I squads, 
against whom Kalamazoo's only two losses have occurred, 
the Hornets look to regain their winning stridc as they move 
into the heart of their season. The men's tennis team returns to 
action with a home match on Saturday, March 3 against the 
DePauw University Tigers at lO a.m. 

Women's Tennis 
TIle women's tennis team fell to 0-3 on the sea~on with an 

8-1 loss to #22 Wheaton College on Friday in Holland. While 
the team remains winless so far this sea~on, they have faced 
stiff competition as all tilfCe opponents have been nationally
ranked. Sophomore Lindsay Zuhlke picked up a victory for 
the Hornets witil a 6-2, 6-3 triumph at no. 6 singles. 

Despite the tough start to the season. the women's team is 
expected to compete at a high level tlrroughout the season led 
by senior co-captains Megan Fink and Laura Spencer. Jwuor 
Mary Atallah leads tile Hornet attack at no. I singles and also 
tearns up with Spencer to represent the team at no. I doubles. 
The Hornets return to action with a home match against Ferris 
State on Thursday, March 8 at 4:30 p.m. 

House of Cards By Caleb Waldron 

The Index Sports 

Struggle of a season for men's hoops 
Tri-State shatters Hornet postseason dreams 
By Mike Leifeld 
Sports Editor 

As quickly as hope was 
found it was lost, in what 
was an up-and-down Hornet 
men's basketball season. 

The team's season 
started very discouragingly 
as they lost 15 of their first 
17 games and suffered 
through losing streaks as 
many as eight games long. 
The Hornets were able to 
break out of their shell 
late in the season, though, 
winning three league games 
in the last two weeks, giving 
them some momentum into 
the MIAA tournament and 
a sixth place league finish. 
But their postseason dreams 
were quickly shattered with a 
60-47 loss at Tri-State in the 
first round on Wednesday. 

In a way, K's last game 
went a lot like their season 
did. The Hornets shot the 
ball awfully on offense (22 
percent from the field) and 
fell behind early. But some 
big stops and a solid effort 
on defense kept them in the 
game, giving the team a ray 
of hope that was washed 
away by streaky Thunder 
shooting. 

When all was said 

and done, the Hornets' 22 
percent shooting percentage 
led to a season-low 13 field 
goals, sending the team back 
to Kalamazoo with a 5-19 
overall record. 

"On Wednesday I 
thought we did everything 
we needed to do, holding 
them to 60 points and getting 
good looks at the basket 
- the only thing we didn't 
do was make those shots," 
said Hornet head coach, Rob 
Passage. 

Junior Pat Clancy had 
16 points in the contest and 
junior Mat Kellogg had 8 
points and eight rebounds. 

The Hornets should look 
for leadership in the 2007-
08 season from Clancy and 
Kellogg, who were recently 
named as second-team all
MIAA selections for their 
efforts this season. Clancy 
(12.4 ppg, 5 rpg) and Kellogg 
(11.8 ppg, 6 rpg) are the 
Hornets' leading scorers as 
well as rebounders. Clancy 
also led the team with 68 
assists and 28 steals while 
Kellogg led the team and 
the MIAA with 2 blocks per 
game. 

With eight seniors 
graduating, Passage knows 
that next year's team will 

look a lot different than this 
year's. 

"When they called all 
the seniors on the court at 
Senior Day, I looked over 
at the bench and realized 
we had a lot of holes to fill, 
which won't be easy," he 
said. "But I do like that we 
return our top two scorers 
and some of our younger 
guys who have learned a 
lot from our seniors and are 
ready to step into increased 
roles." 

Passage expects the 
sophomore class to fill a lot 
of those holes - particularly 
guards Isaiah Novak, Jon 
Matych, and Ben Jerome 
as well as swingman, Nate 
Orozco. 

"I think our sophomores 
are ready," Passage said. 
"But we're definitely going 
to miss what have been a 
great group of guys for the 
last four years." 

Kalamazoo will lose 
starters Thomas Greer and 
Tyler Worst, who were both 
honorablementionAlI-MIAA 
recipients, to graduation. The 
Hornets will also miss Adam 
Bezemek, Brad Brinkman, 
Roger Garfield, Charlie 
Goetz, Damon Krohn and 
Phil Weaver next year. 



sheer hotness the windex 

I tried my very hardest 
to come up with something 
really funny to put in 
the Windex. I thought I 
could surely make up with 
something ridiculous and 
unbelievable. However, 
it turned out to be more 
difficult than I though. Sex 
is so ridiculous that there's 
nothing, it seems, that I can 
make up about it. 

How bout sex with 
fruit? Nope, people actualiy 
do that. Some enjoy being 
penetrated vaginally or 
anally with phallic shaped 
fruit (bananas, cucumbers, 
you get the idea) while 
others drill holes in fruit 
(melons or pumpkins) in 
order to sexually penetrate 
them. 

What about sex with 
robots? Oddly enough, 
people do that too (or, I 
should say, pretend to.) 
Robot fetishists are sexually 
aroused by the idea of sex 
with robots and often enjoy 
role-playing in which their 
partner dresses or acts like 
a robot. Less common, but 
not unheard of, is the desire 
to actually be a robot having 
sex. 

Sex with giants? This 
fetish is called macro ph ilia. 
While no one can actually do 
it, plenty are aroused by the 
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idea of doing it. Pornography 
depicting gigantic women 
and normal-sized men is 
popular in the macrophilia 
community, which tends 
to be more focused on the 
heterosexual male, although 
gay giant porn does exist as 
well. 

What about object 
fetishes then? Surely I 
can think up some kind of 
really weird thing that no 
one would attach sexual 
pleasure to . 

Tube socks? 
There are 
actually a 
pretty good
sized number 
of people 
turned on 
by socks. 
Tube socks, 
argyle socks, 
trouser socks; 
some people 
like them 
all, some 

Nope. 

Belly-buttons? No. 
Those, apparently, are 
real sexy too. Some enjoy 
simply seeing belly buttons, 
while others enjoy touching 
or fondling them as part 
of sex. Both "innies" and 
"outies" are appreciated 
by navel-fetishists. 
Interestingly enough, most 
navel fetishists dislike 
navel piercing, preferring 
the natural belly-button. 

How bout something 
really out there, like 
sneezing? Surely no one 
thinks sneezing is hot. 

Except that some people 
do. Some find pleasure in 
hearing or seeing another 
person sneeze, while for 
others their own sneezes 
are a turn-on. Many 
sneezing fetishists enjoy 
incorporating sneezes into 
sex, and use a variety of 
methods, such as tickling 
the nostril with a rolled 
tissue or looking into a 
bright light, to induce 
sneezing in themselves or 
their partners. 

The point is, sex is 
really funny. People do 
weird, hilarious things in 
the bedroom and take them 
completely seriously. Even 
"normal" sex can be pretty 
silly when it comes right 

down to it, 
what with the 
funny faces, 
odd noises, 
and strange 
contortions 
that can 
come into 
even the 
most vanilla 
sex. So 
giggle! Don't 
take sex so 
seriously! 
And, if 

people have 
a favorite 
kind. Some photo I i don't know 

Lady with sequ i ns and 
enjoy seeing fruit on her head . 

you have 
some odd or 
silly sexual a partner in 

socks, while some enjoy 
sucks themselves, brand
new or worn. A sock-lover 
may take sexual pleasure in 
seeing pictures of socks, or 
enjoy the feeling of socks. 

desire, don't be afraid to 
(gently) share it with your 
partner. After all , it can't 
be any more ridiculous than 
being turned on by tube 
socks. 

thursday, march 1, 2007 
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photo poll 
What is your 

wildest fantasy? 

Oh gosh, urn .. .!' d want 
to be on top for once. 

-CumfY ULC 3rd floor 
chair 

Ha, people always ask 
me this one. I say tant
ric sex. All I get is quick 
clicks. 

-ULC 2nd floor mouse 

A night off. 

-Lost glove 

Easy, bondage. Did you 
catch last week's Sex 
Files? Amazing. 

-Index staff stapler 

Compiled by WINDEX staff. 
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A different ball in tennis phenom Prince's court 
by mo bi gsley 
special to the windex 

Perched atop the stairs high above 
the tennis courts at Stowe Stadium, 
Wilmington Prince fixed his eyes on the 
florescent green object darting back and 
forth 100 feet beneath him. 

The Kalamazoo College tennis 
team, in the midst of an MIAA bout 
versus Hope College, was winning big 
and celebrating loudly. 

So Prince descended the stairs. As 
he neared the action, he saw the heated 
passion painted all over the face of Luke 
Marker as he whooped up on his Dutch 
opponent. He heard the intimidating 
grunts of Alec Kempster as he, too, 
manhandled the inferior lad in orange 
and blue on the other side of the net. 
Genuinely compelled by the emotion of 
the event, Prince sought out the man in 
charge: coach Timon Corwin. 

That was last April. Now, as Corwin 
and his Hornets prepare to defend their 
68 consecutive MIAA Championships, 
Prince will be their No. I gunner. 

"This guy is otherworldly," Corwin 
said. 'Think Roger Federer, Pete Sampras. 

No joke, this kid could be better." 
Before that fateful day in April, 

Prince had never touched a tennis racket. 
Today, he has calluses all over his right 

playing tennis at K, the veteran coach 
didn't know how to react. 

"We usually take walk-ons, but no 
one who's never played the game," he 

quick movement side-to-side, and 
timely, rapid darts toward the net, Prince 
bewildered Seelan and won the first set, 
6-0. 

hand from wielding one for hours ...------------...... _ "Everyone was speechless," 
Corwin said. on end while practicing at Markin. 

"What happened to me that 
day was divine intervention, 
that's the only way I can put it," 
said Prince. "I was meant to be a 
Kalamazoo Hornet." 

But he easily could have been 
a Michigan State Spartan, or a Duke 
Blue Devil, or a UCLA Bruin - as 
a basketball recruit. 

That exact quickness was 
what catapulted Prince to the 
top of every basketball coach's 
recruiting list. They knew they 
would be getting a player who, 
right off the bat, could contribute 
significantly on defense. 

Prince, who graduated from 
KCentrai in June, was one of the 
most highly-touted basketball 
players in all of the country last 
season. Coaches from every big-

New Hornet superstar 
time Division I program sent weilds his destiny, 
countless letters and text messages 

photol your mom 

Wilmi ngton Pri nce 
a tenni s racket. 

''His lateral movement is as 
good as I've seen," said MSU 
basketball coach Tom Izzo, who 
thought Prince was on the verge 
of committing to be a Spartan 
in ApriL "I've coached a lot of 
terrific defenders, but he would 
have been my best. There's no 
doubt." 

and made thousands of calls to lure him said. "But he seemed so eager, so earnest. And there's no overstating that 
quickness. to their campuses. So many messages 

and calls, in fact, that Prince had trouble 
handling the attention. 

'''That's why I stumbled across the 
tennis match that day," Prince said. "I 
was on one of those figure-everything

out, clear
your-head 
walks. And it 
worked." 

W hen 
Prince 
approached 
Corwin about 

So I decided to let him join us for one of 
our practices." 

There, Corwin taught Prince a 
customary grip and gave him some basic 
tips on footwork. After a few minutes of 
volleying, Prince wanted a competitor. 

"I wanted to see if this was a whim or 
if this was for real," said Prince. "I didn't 
have time to be milling things over. I had 
to decide: tennis or basketball." 

So Prince challenged the Hornets' 
No. I player at the time, Julian Seelan. 
The match brought the surrounding 
practice to a standstilL With lighting-

"Heck, I think he could play doubles 
by himself and dominate," said Corwin. 
"I don't know if the NCAA will allow 
that, though." 

Singles or doubles, Prince is just 
happy to be a Hornet, and happy to have 
found his home. On the tennis court. 

"I probably could have helped a 
team like MSU or Duke," said Prince, 
"but I know now that my whole heart 
wouldn't have been in it. With that 
racket in my hand, though ... I am me. 
This is the real Wilmington Prince." 

Pop: Super scandalous Ladyfinger ladies 
from front single days were over. However, 

in a chance run in with her 
idol Belinda Carlise, Chelsea 
was so inspired by "Heaven 
is a Place on Earth" that she 
tracked down Rhiannon, who 
was anonymously writing a sex 
column in the greater Ishpeming 
area, and they started The Bobsey 
Twins. Kate, a brunette, was not 
invited to join. However, she 
was the inspiration for Hugh 
Grant's chanll;ter in his recent 
film, "Music and Lyrics." 

incident involving a run in with 
fellow 80's band, The Party, 
resulted in them being dropped 
from their record labeL 

Chelsea came into her 
millions when she began a 
successful jean company "Booty 
Up." She resides in her many 
mansions, all over the world. 

Kate moved to Canada and 
won Olympic gold in curling 
and ice dancing, never losing 
her love of sequins and tulle. 

From the Index archi ves: March 1 . 1952, Stu
dents enthused when friendly blimp crash
es Stetson party : LAC program created. 

the trio also earned a scandalous 
reputation and were consistently 
featured in the gossip pages of 
newspapers all over the world. 
Chelsea had simultaneous 
high profile relationships with 
Michael Schoeffling (yes, the 
hunk from "Sixteen Candles") 
and Billy IdoL After a tumultous 
affair, Kate bore Jon Bon 
Jovi's child. suffered a nervous 
breakdown and went to rehab for 
her addiction to the dangerous 
combination ofPez, Pixie Sticks 
and cheap vodka Rhiannon's 
dance career was ended by 
several rollerderby accidents. 

The members were thought 
to be lost after their twenty hit 

The Bobsey Twins had a 
couple of hits in the mid-nineties 
including, "Putting On My Bitch 
Pants," an instant number one. 
The girls were back on track 
for success until an unfortunate 

Rhiannon put out a series 
of new age albums called 
"Music for Yoga," and has 
seven adorable children \vith 
a lesser-known member of 
Whitesnake. 

Lauren still lives in a box. 
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Segregated 
housing 
All-freshmen 
dorms begin 
at K this fall 
By Chelsea Phelps 
Executive Editor 

The 
Development 

Student 
office 

is trying to make it 
easier to be a first-year 
student at K through 
the introduction of all
first-year residence halls 
and forced interaction, 
a change that will be 
effective next fall. 

The new housing 
assignments will place 
soley first years In 

Trowbridge and Hoben 
Halls, with Harmon Hall 
being part first-years and 
part upperclassmen. The 
change may seem sudden 
to upperclassmen on 
campus, but according 
to Assistant Dean of 
Students Dana Jansma, 
it is a result of the 
current and longstanding 
situation being unfair 
to both freshmen and 
upperclassmen. 

The decision was 
made based on both 
the National Survey of 
Student Engagement 
data in which students 
expressed not having a 
supportive environment 
and research into what 
other institutions do with 
their first-years. 

"First-year housing 
is not a new idea," said 
Jansma. "It helps the 
first-years' transition 

»Freshmen: Page 2 

lIIustration/ Will Walkington 
The Hicks Center renovation is underway; a new and improved building for students will be unveiled a 
year from now with LEED certification, handicap access, and a new bookstore, among other ammenities. 

Hicks renovation in full swing 
New student center will bring exciting changes to campus 

By Lisa Phillips 
Staff Writer 

The typical spring 
day on K's campus: green 
grass, sunlight, picturesque 
landscape, eager students, 
and the loud, jarring drone of 
construction equipment. 

lndeed, it is hard to miss 
the obvious changes taking 
place at Hicks Center, with the 
increasing prevalence of large 
machinery, workers, and dirt 
on campus. But what is all this 
commotion and what will the 
new Hicks Center be like? 

According to Tom Ponto, 
vice president of business 
and finance, the renovation of 
Hicks Center will take place 
in two phases, finishing by 
June 2008. The first phase is 
a renovation of the entrance 

and of the west end of the 
building. Construction for this 
phase has already started, and 
is scheduled to be completed 
in December 2007. 

This phase includes raising 
the roof of the main entrance, 
completely remodeling the 
exterior of the center section, 
and moving the cafeteria to the 
west end of the building. Once 
this is finished next winter, 
students will be eating in a 
brand new dining hall located 
where Old Welles used to 
be, and enjoying a new cafe, 
replacing the old Quad Stop. 

Phase 11 will start in 
January 2008. This will 
be a renovation of the east 
end of Hicks Center, where 
the cafeteria and bookstore 
currently stands. The cafeteria 

will be changed into rooms 
for Student Development and 
Student Organizations, and a 
larger, redesigned bookstore 
will be built on the bottom 
floor, where the Quad Stop 
was. If all goes according 
to plan, construction will be 
completed by June 2008. 

Ponto says the new Hicks 
Center was designed with the 
interest of students in mind. 

"We really wanted to 
make sure that because the 
building is all about students, 
we got as much input from the 
students as possible," he said. 

The new Hicks Center 
will contain a games room, a 
TV lounge, lots of accessible 
study space, an outdoor dining 
patio, and many more student
friendly features. The cafe 

> > Hicks: Page 3 

Berman 
ready 
for anew 
challenge 
at Carleton 

By Roger Garfield 
Executive Editor 

He says he's got one 
more in him. 

One more 10-year run. 
One more reconstruction 
of an institution's career 
development model. One 
more outpouring of creative 
thinking and innovative 
implementation. 

And if Richard 
Berman's next run is as 
successful as his 11 years at 
Kalamazoo have been, the 
folks in Northfield, Minn., 
are in for a treat. 

Berman, the experiential 
education sage who 
dramatically transformed the 
face of career development 
at the college, will leave 
Kalamazoo at the end ofJune 
for a position at Carleton 
College. 

"Eleven years is a big 
slice," he said. "Even though 
I'm leaving K, it's always 
going to be a significant part 
of my life and work." 

When Berman arrived 
on campus in 1996, he 
immediately faced a 
substantial challenge. 
Kalamazoo had just 
abandoned its career service 
quarter - which students 
bad always conducted during 
their sophomore springs. 

'''The schedule had 
changed," Berman said, "and 
my task coming in was to 
find another model that could 

> >Berman: Page 7 
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KATE'S PEOPLE 
Name: Sarah Guzy. K' 10 
Mood: Feelin' groovy 
Birthday: November 15, 
1987 
Hometown: Evanston. lL 
Residence: Hoben 204 
Studies: Potential art his
tory major 
Classes: Intro to Documen
tary Filmmaking, Reading 
Autobiography, Intermedi
ate Spanish 

Activities: Music Performance Club. College Democrats, 
Amigos 
K Plan: Currently hopes to study abroad in Turkey 

Favorites: 
Sodexho entree: ['m a big fan of lunch plus; I just eat 

bagels and raisin bran every day. 
Smell: Clean sheets 
Texture: Cottage cheese 
Childhood toy: Legos 
BeatIe: John Lennon 
Font: Typewriter 
Artist: Dan Flavin 
Song: "Hey" by The Pixies, or anything by Wileo 
Campus spot: Any grass, anywhere, as long as 1 am 

sitting with friends 
Class at K: Schmeichel's Introduction to Religion 
Professor: Billie Fischer, Art History 

If you were an animal cracker. what would you be and 
why? I would be a fish. because the general population 
just doesn't appreciate fish as a species. Everyone takes 
fishing so casual. How would you like to have a hook in 
your mouth? Ouch. People just write fish off. 
List three adjectives your friends would use to describe 
you: Insane, enthusiastic, jolly. 
List three adjectives you would use to describe your
self: Sane, sarcastic, flammable. 
What are your passions? Making lists, Barack Obama, 
helicopters, big words, cheese platters, making new friends 
with Kate and other people, but especially Kate, dental hy
giene. facts about iguanas. 
What brought you to K? I was trying to decide between 
Kalamazoo and Earlham, and I liked Michigan's license 
plates better than Indiana's. Also, I counted the roadkill on 
the trips between Chicago and both schools. and the ratio 
was 7: I; there was way more roadkill in Indiana. I figured 
that a state that takes better care of its highways takes bet
ter care of its students. Something like that. 
If you could change one thing about the world, what 
would it be and why? I would give everyone a bocce ball 
set. Because bocce ball is great. It's just great. Plus. people 
who are really hungry could sell it for food if necessary 

--compiled by Kate Boehm, Erecuth'e Editor. 

The Index On the Quad 

Letter from the Editors 
Welcome to Spring 

Quarter everyone, and 
welcome back juniors. It's 
hard to believe that another 
year is almost at an end, but 
not before some amazing 
events - including Frelon, 
Spring Fling, and Crystal 
Ball, to name a few. We 
hope students, faculty 
and staff will attend these 
events that our student 
organizations work so hard 
to put together. 

The weather is 
spectacular (well let's hope 
it still is by the time this 
is published), and we urge 
everyone to take some time 
out of their busy schedules 
to go play some 1M softball 
or bask in the sunshine while 

reading The Index on the 
quad - though watch out 
for the Hicks Renovation 
and the large pieces of 
machinery rolling through. 

We also invite members 
of the campus to use The 
Index as a resource to 
advertise events, write 
a letter to the editor, or 
even write something 
yourself - no experience is 
necessary! The Index could 
definitely benefit from more 
community voices, so feel 
free to drop by or send us an 
e-mail with a story idea. 

Spring time is an 
exciting time, but it's also 
a time for changes: Juniors 
are adjusting to life back at 
K, seniors are getting ready 

to graduate, sophomores 
are counting down the 
days until study abroad and 
freshmen are getting ready 
to, well, not be freshmen 
anymore! Amid all of the 
craziness, take the time to 
live graciously, take that 
first or last chance to streak 
the quad, and take the time 
to have great conversations, 
even iftt means not doing all 
ofyoo reading. Remember, 
we're only human, so have 
fun! Have a great quarter 
everyone. 

Best Regards, 
Your Executive Editors 

Kate Boehm 
Roger Garfield 
Chelsea Phelps 

Freshmen: Living all together, now 
From Front 
into college and does help 
retention rates. When the 
first years are together they 
are going through the same 
things and having similar 
experiences. We are able 
to do programming around 
what their specific needs are. 
They will be placed in halls 
where they can't get lost in 
the shuffle as much." 

More Resident 
Assistants will be in first
year halls, two on each floor, 
to provide a more dynamic 
and fun environment. 
According to Jansma, the job 
for the RA will be more fun 
in a first year hall because 
negative perceptions ofRAs 
are not yet set, so it will 
be easier to get first-year 
students involved in RA 
programs. The only major 
difference will be two RAs 
on each floor. 

The changes will not 
only force freshmen into the 
community bathrooms, but 
also allow upperclassmen 
a better choice at housing. 
Prior to this year, according 
to Jansma, there was 
no seniority in the fall 

housing process. With 45 
to 50 percent of every hall 
reserved for freshmen, 
then seniors selecting, 
juniors and sophomores 
were left until last. The 
new system will make it 
easier for sophomores and 
upperclassmen to get into 
suites with the friends that 
they made in their first year, 
said Jansma. 

With the first-years 
in the more traditional 
community setting, part of 
the new change is providing 
an environment that will 
transItIOn upperclassmen 
into a more independent 
lifestyle in the suites, 
according to Dean of 
Students Sarah Westfall. 

Many upperclassmen on 
campus have voiced concern 
and downright dislike for 
the changes that are about 
to take place. 

"It would be better in 
a larger university system 
where people can afford to 
have only friends in their 
class," said K senior Joanna 
Lewis. "Here our campus is 
to small to do that." 

Westfall and Jansma 

have received a lot of 
feedback from the campus 
community on this issue, 
but will not be swayed in 
revoking the decision. 

"Change is hard," said 
Westfall. "Those of us who 
have a positive conception 
of what the first-year 
experience is, a change 
to that is a threat. The 
upperclassmen feel that they 
should have been consulted, 
but we know that this is the 
right thing to do." 

Westfall acknowledged 
that there were many 
suspicions of a hidden 
agenda such as keeping 
first-years away from 
residents of legal drinking 
age. HO'.vever, Jansma said 
that is not a goal, as students 
will find that environment if 
they wish, no matter where 
their residence is. The main 
goal is to give students a 
good experience 

"You won't see 
dramatic changes in the 
overall experience," said 
Westfall. "We hope this 
will help students develop 
a better sense of campus 
comm unity." 
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New variety show sweeps K 
By Jackie Ball 
Contributor 

"That 'Almost Live' is 
some kind of something." 

"Boy, this 'Almost Live' 
is all anybody's ever talking 
about." 

if you want to be blown away 
by the musical talents of Chris 
Froseth 's One Man Band, or 
have your memories erased by 
the intensity of Chris Simon's 
acting. (Monday's episode was 
titled: ''The One with all the 
Dudes Named Chris"). 

English professor and Writer 
in Residence! And tune in on 
April 14 to see Jackie square off 
against her arch-rival: fellow 
senior Kate Boehm, writer of 
Kate's People. 

Unfortunately, in spite 
of all the talent in front of 

the camera, the 
show is really 
hurting for 
crewmembers . 
In fact, Annie 
Wenger
Schulman K ' 07, 
who was Jackie's 
first Person, 
spent most of 
the episode 
working as a 
camera operator. 

These are 
the sorts of 
conversations 
that have been 
circulating 
around the 
water-coolers 
of Kalamazoo 
College. Ever 
since the quarter 's 
first episode of 
the hilarious 
musical-comedy 
variety show hit 
K TV Monday 
night, no one 
has talked about 

Almost live As a result of the 
Co-hosts Jackie Ball K'07 and Alex Clothier K'09 interview a fel- poor turn out, 
low student on the set of Almost Live, K's new variety show. Dhera Strauss, 

the hero of the 
anything else. 

"I just watch it, and I 
really feel that I'm witnessing 
something groundbreaking." 
said Elisa Bolla K'08, who felt 
honored to be the first floor 
director of the quarter. "I just 
really got to be a part of the 
magic. It was incredible!" 

The show tapes every 
Saturday aflemoon with a new 
musical guest each week. Watch 
for reruns of Monday's episode 

The show's hosts are an 
unstoppable comedy train 
conducted by the hilarious 
Alex Clothier and his mind
bendingly clever co-host, 
Jackie Ball. Every week Alex 
and Jackie introduce new 
guests and segments, as well as 
some old standards, like Poetry 
Corner and Jackie's Persons. 
Be sure not to miss next week's 
Poetry Comer, presided over by 
none other than Diane Seuss, K 

Claud Watching By Claudia Pimentel 

I'm sick of studying I 
I'm gonna take' 

a break and relax. 

media studies department, 
has decided to offer a few 
more studio training days 
for crewmembers and the 
advertising campaign is 
getting underway. So, if you 
happen to have an interest in 
what producer Tyler Greene 
K '07, calls "a sumptuous 
comedy orgy," e-mail Matt 
Goulet at k05mg02@kzoo. 
edu as fast as your little 
fingers can type! 

Later ... 
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Hicks: Phase I, go! 
From Front 
will be a quick dining alternative to the cafeteria, although 
Ponto said that decisions about what this cafe will serve 
have not been finalized yet. 

Accessibility is also a top priority in the new building. 
The current Hicks Center has II different levels, rendering 
it quite difficult for people with physical handicaps to 
navigate. The new and improved Hicks Center will 
effectively solve that problem, making the entire building 
wheelchair accessible, Ponto says. 

Another feature of the reconstruction is the 
environmentally friendly standards that were incorporated 
through LEED certification. The Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design program offers a set of standards 
to ensure that the building process and resulting structure 
is environmentally efficient and sustainable. The college 
decided to seek LEED certification after a very vocal 
appeal by K students, and has met all standards for LEED 
certification at the Silver level in the design and building 
process thus far. 

Ponto emphasized that safety is of the utmost 
importance during the reconstruction of Hicks Center. The 
fence surrounding Hicks Center will remain up during 
the entire renovation for students' protection, and the area 
behind Hicks Center will also be closed for the duration 
of the process. Large trucks and heavy machinery will be 
frequenting tile campus, so students are advised to respect 
tile boundaries established and be aware of the hazards 
around them. 

The entire reconstruction of Hicks Center will cost 
around $14.5 million. For more infoffilation on the building 
process, students can visit tile Hicks Renovation page on 
the K website, which includes project news and also a 
virtual tour of the new building. Although the campus may 
have to deal with slight inconveniences during the next 
year, everyone has an intriguing, environmentally friendly, 
and innovative building to look forward to in the future. 

I SOrt Of though"t yOU 
were gOing to see a 

movie or something ... 
i draw comics! 

--4-

+ 
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The new superlative: reflections on experiential education 
By Elizabeth Porter 
Staff Writer 

As a fresh batch of juniors return 
from study abroad to K's campus in 
the coming weeks, the question is one 
that can be heard far and wide: "How 
was study abroad!?" 

The response that you are 
supposed to give--and the one that 
most people do give--to this question 
is a broken record: "It was great! It 
was so much fun! It was amazing!" 
or some other generic variation 
on that theme, no doubt dripping 
with exclamation points. Indeed, 
the expectation that study abroad is 
an amazing, supurb, life-changing 
experience is one that goes without 
saying here at K. But I am beginning 
to suspect that this expectation dulls 
down the more intricate, complex 
nature of what experiential education 
actually means. 

I returned last quarter from a four
month academic internship in South 
Philadelphia, where I lived, took 
classes, and worked fully immersed 
in East coast city living. I spent 36 
hours a week at my internship--
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which I split between working for 
progressive organizations such as 
the ACLU, Planned Parenthood, 
MoveOn, different Democratic 
candidates during election season, 
and Gloria Gilman, attorney at law. 
I spent another nine hours a week 
in class, and IS hours a week 
working at a coffee shop in 
Rittenhouse Square. 

only be outweighed by the lack of 
words to describe this. Perhaps what 
I most acutely learned is exactly that: 
the inadequacy of words and language 
to construct a better world. 

When I arrived in the city, I 
literally remember telling my advisor 

Sophomore Elizabeth Porter 

as this perhaps sounds, I have never 
been aware of being white, or being 
privileged. The police that responded 
to the 911 call on the night that I 
was mugged told me, in reference 
to the men who had just mugged 
me, "You're lucky they were black. 

If they were white, they would 
have raped you." The implication 
of this statement, that the legal 
system will skewer black men who 
rape white women, but not white 
men who rape white women, is 
a dark one for an undergraduate 
considering going to law school. 

Working as the only female 
intern on one particular campaign, 
I made coffee more times than 
I can count (none of my male 
counterparts ever did this) and I 
was quickly made aware of the 
word used to describe female 
interns in political offices: 
Skintern. One of the friends I 
made in Philadelphia, a male 
student at Earlham, asked me 
once if I slept with the politician 
I was working for in order to get 
him as a reference. 

My days were filled to the 
brim with experiences: running 
across Ben Franklin Parkway to 
attend a Cindy Sheehan rally; 
working the polls on election 
day; visiting the many museums 
and art galleries that Philadelphia 
boasts; attending forums on 
gun control; protesting the Iraq 
occupation; learning how to help 
manage a political campaign; 
going to court; and filing 
divorce papers more times than 
I can count. I met the mayor of 
Philadelphia. I schmoozed with 
city council people. I hailed taxis 
and navigated the subway system 
like a true Philadelphian. I learned 
how to write petitions and draft 
legal complaints. And, true to the 
urban experience I was living, I 
was mugged at gunpoint. joy a rare moment of free time in Philadelphia. 

I was privy to experiences 
and learning that 1 realize I was lucky 
to have. I worked as hard as I could, 
I did as much as I could, and I was 
busy all the time. I don't remember 
sleeping for more than five hours on 
any night of the week or having more 
than 10 minutes alone at any point 
while I was living in Philadelphia. 
Being there changed my life. I have 
never been made more acutely aware 
of race, class, or gender issues. I never 
really realized, until Philadelphia, 
exactly how privileged I am. 

What I learned, and the sum 
total value of my experiences 
there, is inadequately 
summarized by descriptions like 

As my flight took off from 
Philadelphia, four months after it 
landed, my last glimmer of the city 
was the grey tarmac as my plane took 
off. I could barely hold my head up 
from exhaustion. I don't remember 
landing in California six hours later. I 
slept for two days straight, then got up, 
showered, and tried to piece together 
the implications of the previous four 
months--something that I am still 
trying to do. 

The frustration of naming exactly 
what I did, and what I learned, can 

that 1 wanted to "change the world 
with words" in an attempt to describe 
my ambition as a journalist, or as a 
lawyer. My intention, as I understood 
it, was to learn how to craft language 
in order to persuade or inform, or 
instill justice in an unjust society. I 
learned quickly that this is easier said 
than done, and that while language 
can be used to remedy the culture, it 
is also the backbone of the cultural 
injustice that I feel exists today. 
Words are used to control and limit 
people, and as I saw in Philadelphia, 
to persuade people to fight wars, or 
vote for corrupt candidates, or put 
innocent people in jail. There is a 
dangerous side to the language that 
we speak. 

Perhaps existing at the 
intersections of class and race and 
gender was also a lesson, albeit one 
that I am still reeling in. I have never 
felt the weight of race relations like 
I have walking down certain streets 
"south of South Street" as they would 
say in Philly, in my life. As stupid 

"fun" or "amazing." 1 am perfectly 
capable of giving a lollipop version 
of my learning, but I don't feel the 
need to. I am not about to ramble 
on about race and gender and the 
power of language to the polite 
acquaintance who asks me about 
Philadelphia, but I want to examine 
a change in how we value our 
experiences at Kalamazoo College. 
Instead of focusing on the "fun" 
layers of learning that surround 
experiences like these, I would like 
to cut into the <leeper meaning and 
underlying importance of these 
opportunities. 

We are lucky enough to go to a 
school where we are thrown every 
opportunity under the sun to go out 
and take in a deeper understanding 
of what we are learning. Let's not 
oversimplify ourselves. My time 
in Philadelphia was mind blowing, 
and it really DID change my life 
and change my lens on the world. I 
will never go back to the way 1 was 
before I went. Not that I want to. 
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K professor sheds light on local war protest movement 
By Anna Simmons 
Staff Writer 

Allover the country, peace activists 
and protestors are preparing for March 
19'\ 2007, the day that marks the four
year anrUversary of the war in Iraq. Very 
few Americans realize just how many 
peace rallies have taken place across 
the country in the past four years. Since 
the beginning of the War on Terror, the 
national media has often downplayed or 
even completely ignored the actions of 
the peace movement. 

"[Reporters 1 are kind of the watch 
dogs of what the government is doing ... 
but news gets censored or manipulated 
or omitted," said Dr. Olga Bonfiglio, 
professor of education at K. "In the 
case of the peace movement, a lot is 
omitted." 

Bonfiglio moved to Kalamazoo 
from Detroit in 1976, and save for a 
brief period in the 1990s, she has been 
here ever since. When the War on Terror 
began in the fall of 200 I, fear consumed 
the United States. This fear escalated 
for the next year until the beginning of 
2003, when the intention to invade Iraq 
became indisputable. For Bonfiglio, the 
year and a half to follow would change 
the rest of her life. 

"I think. what was interesting about 
this war and I guess why I was compelled 
to write this book is because people were 
against it so early on," Bonfiglio said 
about her book, "Heroes of a Different 
Stripe: How One Town Responded to 

the War in Iraq." The book chronicles 
the peace movement in Kalamazoo from 
January 2003 until June 31, 2004. 

"I attended just about every event 
that they had and the book is set up in 
a chronology in those 18 months," said 
Dr. Bonfiglio. "My book takes a 
snapshot of those times - of the 
news and the reactions." 

beginning of the war in Iraq, 62 percent 
of participants supported the invasion. 
CNN took a poll on Jan. 11, 2007, that 
found that 66 percent of the respondents 
defined themselves as strongly to 
moderately opposing the plan to increase 

- those were my sources. That and I 
would talk to the people of Kalamazoo," 
Bonfiglio said of the research process. 
" I got actual conversations ... with real 
people on the street in Kalamazoo." 

"Heroes of a Different Stripe" is a 
self-published book. Bonfiglio 
couldn't find a publisher, so she 
got 500 copies made with the 
help of a local printer, editor, and 
graphic artists. The book was 
well-received by the Kalamazoo 
community, and nearly every 
copy was sold. 

''My book, to my knowledge, 
is the only one published about 
the protestors," she said. 

The book opens with a 
national peace march on Jan. 
18, 2003, in Washington, 
D.C.. Bonfiglio noticed that 
this massive march did not get 
much media attention. Neither 
did any of the other events and 
weekly peace vigils organized 
by the group called Kalamazoo 
Nonviolent Opponents to War 
(KNOW), all ofwhich Bonfiglio 
attended. According to the 
preface of her book, Bonfiglio 
also attended six of the seven 
Bush rallies in the spring of 
2003, all while monitoring the 
responses of the media. 

Photo/Sara Whalen 
Education professor Olga Bonfiglio's book chroni-

Initially, Bonfiglio intended 
to write about both sides of the 
debate: the protestors and the 
supporters of the president and 
the war. However, the peace 
movement proved to be much 
more active and public tl1llIl 
the other side, making equal 

cles the Kalamazoo Non-Violent Opponents to War. 

"News media is still distorting 
numbers. They cannot bring themselves 
to talk about the protestors," Bonfiglio 
said of the news consistently giving low 
estimates of rally attendance. "Reporters 
might be left-wing but the owners of the 
news media are right-wing .... When 
your job is on the line, you're going to 
report the news in the way your boss 
wants it." 

According to a Gallup poll 
conducted in March 2003, at the 

troops in Iraq. 
"In mainstream media terms they 

would say, 'No, the protestors aren't 
making an impact,'" said Bonfiglio. 
"The peace movement will say, 'We 
helped to change sentiment. '" 

Not only did Bonfiglio attend rallies, 
marches, and vigils in Kalamazoo and 
Washington, D.C., she also talked to the 
people who participated--"Heroes of a 
Different Stripe" is about the protestors 
in Kalamazoo. 

'''!be newspaper and the Internet 

Counseling Corner: B is for Balance 

research impossible. According to 
the preface of Dr. Bonfiglio's book, 
the focus on the peace movement and 
interaction with the demonstrators made 
her resolute in her own opposition to 
the war and frustration with the media. 

"War is always a decision. It 
takes a lot of effort to get soldiers 
and equipment ready ... and it's not an 
easy thing," said Bonfiglio. "There are 
people that have been steadfast in their 
opposition to the war and I call them 
heroic." 

By Danielle Standish, Ph.D. 
Contributor: Counseling Center 

At last, spring has arrived. 
As 1 sit and stare at my 
computer screen, there is a 
gentle breeze blowing across 
the room. I'm ecstatic that 1 can 
finally open the windows of my 
office and enjoy the fresh air. 
I'm mesmerized by the sound 
of the leaves rustling and cars 
whizzing by. This only serves 
to remind me that I should 
wrap up my work so that I can 
enjoy the beautiful weather. 
After all, this is Michigan and 
the weather is liable to change 
in the next three minutes. 

For a second, I wrestle 
with whether I should finish 
my task or take a walk down 
to the bookstore. I opt for the 
walle I'm fully aware that I 
have notes to write, articles to 
read, students to meet with and 
e-mails to return. However, in 
the moment, I know that taking 
a brief walk is one of the most 
productive things I could do. 
It will help me collect my 
thoughts and return to my tasks 
with renewed energy. 

many students crash and bum. 
You can study too hard and 
your relationships will suffer. 
You can party or play too hard 
and your academics will suffer. 
Learning the art of balancing 
your life can be difficult, but 
critical because balance is the 
basis of life. Here is an easy 
acronym to help you remember 
how to achieve balance: A-C-E 
is for Awareness, Choices, and 
Energy. 

Awareness is being 

alternatively, what soothes you 
and calms you down. 

Choices are to your life 
like a steering wheel is to a 
car. Your choices are a major 
contributor to your path in life. 
Choose to take care of yourself 
by allowing time for things 
you really enjoy and letting go 
of things that may be a hassle. 

Energy is to be expended 
at your discretion. We are 
all finite beings with limited 
amounts of energy. It is true 
that some people have more 
energy than others, but the 
tasks remains to ration it. 
Discover what energizes you 
and be strategic about how 

your energy is used. Some 
people rejuvenate by spending 
quiet time alone, while others 
rejuvenate by being surrounded 
by friends. 

Having a balanced life 
is critical to our well being 
although we rarely give it 
much thought. Take time this 
week to evaluate the balance 
(or lack of balance) in your life. 
How much time and energy 
do you devote to academics, 
work, relationships, finances, 
family, and future plans? Are 
there adjustments that need to 
be made? B is for balance and 
sometimes you just have to 
take the B. 

Many Kalamazoo College 
students adopt a "work hard, 
play hard" attitude while they 
are here. Some students can 
maintain this lifestyle, but 

mindful of the here and now. It 
is being conscious and present 
about what you are doing 
right now. You should take 
note of what stresses you and 

.. 
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Falling by the Wayside: not for Bez and Debs 
By Matt Bezdek and Kevin Debs 
Staff Writers 

Perhaps if you find Maxim an 
interesting read you would love a 
bar which puts on an event titled 
the "Maxim Girl Search," but I find 
Wayside West a bit on the intensely 
uncomfortable side. Not that 1 have 
a problem with girls, searching, or 
glossy men's magazines, but I can't 
say I really go out with the express 
purpose of seeking out Maxim
approved women. 

Plexiglass troughs to place one's 
drink in-the paragon of class. 

The whole place was for the 
most part empty due to Western's 
spring break. The only dancer on 
the Boogie-Nights-inspired floor 
was a drunken man grinding against 
an invisible partner. 

scientifically correct explanation 
of why the sky is blue, or Matt's 
precise recitation of the lyrics to 50 
Cent's "In da Club" from memory. 

it is paper, but gave up for words 
I know everyone will understand: 
"I'll have another beer, please." 

My parents, both graduates of 

Wayside is located far out on 
Stadium Drive, so I personally 
recommend asking your editors to 
chauffeur. Also, the bouncer asks 
for two forms of 10 at the door, 
so be sure to plan ahead. Matt and 
1 were a little amazed at this bar's 
size when we finally made it inside, 
so we left the bosses to order drinks 
while we took a look around. 

We headed back to the bar to 
find someone had ordered several 
Cement Mixers. I'll spare those 
readers unaware of the repulsive 
properties of this drink, save the 
warning that after the eponymous 
"mixing," it gives one's mouth the 
exact taste and texture of cottage 
cheese. 

After some 
more yelling, 
and asking if 
Matt and I were 
a "couple," he 
weaved off. 

considered 
yelling back "a 
couple of great 
reporters I" but 
feared the joke 
might need 
explaining. 

This isn't 
to say Matt 
and I found 
an educational 
superiority 
overthe patrons 
of Wayside, 
but instead 
we seemed to 

Wayside West: not Matt 
of tea, or beer, or shot, 

Photo/Kate Boehm 
or Kevin's cup 

for that matter. 

Western, had 
confided in 
me their fond 
memories of a 
past Wayside. 
To them 
it seemed 
relaxed and 
casual, and I 
can still see 
ghosts of those 
days hanging 
around some 
of the foosball 
tables. 
However, 
the modern 
wayside has 
pushed aside 
these spectres 
to create a Wayside has four levels, and 

a confusing network of stairways 
leading between them. In the higher 
levels we found leather couches set 
around big TVs and pool tables, 
while the basement had some oddly 
shaped booths. Somewhere in the 
middle was a Technicolor dance 
floor surrounded by a railing with 

Upset at our editors' choice 
in dairy based drinks, Matt and I 
again set out on our own. We sat 
down at one of the several bars in 
this warehouse-watering hole and 
started talking to a fellow patron. 
He discovered we write for the 
Index, and angrily yelled, "Oh, so 
you'll call me that drunk guy at 
the bar," before downing a shot of 
Bacardi 151 proof rum. 

On finding out we were K 
students he offered to pay us (in 
Adderall) to write his business 
papers, before trying to stump us in 
trivia. He was unsatisfied with my 

speak a different language. Noticing 
my notebook was missing, I asked 
our waitress if she had seen it-but 
she asked, "What's a notebook?" 

more intense 
atmosphere. I wonder what type of 
man buys an annual pass to the VIP 
lounge ($ I 25), before realizing I 
had already seen him alone on the 
dance floor, holding a flame for the 
party which is sure to return after 
spring break. 

I explained, "I write things in 
it. Notes mostly." She was still lost, 
and I thought I could explain that 

First-year Ajka Suljevic: From civil war to Kalamazoo 
By Jillian McLaughlin 
Staff Writer 

Three-year-old Ajka 
Suljevic's bedroom door 
remained ajar so her parents 
could hear if she cried. It 
also conveniently allowed 
unobstructed eavesdropping 
on their tense discussion. 
Fatima and Fikret Suljevic 
I istened to the news on a 
small radio. There were 
frequent predictions of civil 
war; ethnic and religious 
tensions escalated every 
day. They decided to leave; 
they had to. Bosnia was not 
safe anymore. The family 
must go to Montenegro. 

And from her small 
bed, Suljevic felt scared but 
didn't think her life would 
change drastically. 

The next day, her 
family departed by bus to 
Montenegro. 

"We didn't think we'd 
be staying very long, maybe 
a few weeks or a month," 
she said. "We didn't pack 
very much but we ended up 
staying for a year." 

That was 1991. In April 
of 1992, the wars began. The 
Suljevic family spent one 
year in Montenegro before 
moving to a refugee camp. 
Ajka spent two and a half 
years at the refugee camp 
before the family moved 
to Turkey. After finding 
conditions undesirable in 
Turkey, the family would 
move once more, this time 
to America in 1995. The 
Suljevics never returned to 
Bosnia. 

Of all the strife Suljevic 
encountered, her most 
difficult experience was the 
refugee camp. 

"My parents didn't think 
that they were going to go to 
a bona fide refugee camp," 
she said. "They thought it 
would be a better lifestyle, a 
better way of living." 

In contrast to their home 
in Bosnia, they found the 
house provided to them to 
be "like a dorm," Suljevic 
said. Cockroaches infested 
the camp and the smell of 
body odor pervaded every 
inch. 

"Despite the horrible 
living conditions and the 
war that was going on you 
could see that people were 
happy to be there and not in 
Bosnia," Suljevic said. 

Her first experiences in 
America were difficult. She 
knew no English. Gradually, 
she realized she had much in 
common with her American 
classmates. A birthday party 
opened her eyes. 

"I guess kids are kids in 
every language," she said. 
"We played that Mr. Potato 
Head game where you had 
to keep throwing it, and we 
kept laughing at the same 
time." 

Now, Suljevic is 
thriving. No one would 
guess the trauma Suljevic 
endured. The Harmon 
Hall lounge fills with 
her laughter, whether she 
plays a game or chats with 
friends. Her roommates, 
Klissa Jarrett and Blayne 
Milbeck K' 10 describe her 

as "outgoing," "nice," and 
"very open." 

Milbeck said, "You 
would never be able to tell 
that she'd been through 
anything. " 

This past Monday, 
Suljevic completed the 
last part of her journey by 
becoming an American 
citizen along with her 
parents. 

However, the country 
she left behind remains ID 

her thoughts. 
"My ultimate goal is 

to get my parents back to 
Bosnia without them having 
to pay for anything," she 
said. "I realized all my 
parents have done for me 
and all the danger they got 
me out of and I would like 
to grant them their wish." 
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Berman: Father of extemship model to leave K 
From Front 

the spring term was." 
Without an official summer 

term - which the new schedule also 
deserted - and with roughly two
thirds of the junior study abroad 
programs departing before Labor 
Day, finding a common time for 
students to participate in internships 
became difficult. 

So Berman thought about 
all the resources he had at his 
disposal. He had students who 
"ventured out, who were looking to 
take chances." And he had alumni 
who were "relationship-centered" 
and "looking to maintain those 
relationships." 

"Bri ngi ng the two constituencies 
together helped me see a different 
path," Berman said. "I finally 
realized that the opportunity was 
to do career development non
traditionally. " 

And so began the externship 
concept: 1-4 week internships 
where students teamed up with 
alumni from all over the world and 
carried out mutual, meaningful 
experiences. The program began 
in 2001, when Berman sent one 
student to Portland, Ore. The next 
year, 20 students participated. This 
summer, more than 100 will disperse 
around the globe and take part in 
the program that was named 2004 
Experiential Education Program of 
the Year by the National Society of 
Experiential Education. 

Berman, 54, credits the open-

House of Cards By Caleb Waldron 
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mindedness of the students and the 
genuine curiosity of the alumni for 
making the program possible, and 
also for making the heralded Liberal 
Arts college from Minnesota come 
calling. 

"I changed my philosophy and 
practice in this field because of K 
College," Berman said. "I don't 
think Carleton would have been 
interested in me if not for my work 
here." 

recent college graduates daily. He 
encountered confident candidates 
and submissive ones. He came 

The whole process, Morosi 
says, played a significant role in 
him landing a job at an investment 

bank in Little Rock, 
Ark., where he'll 
begin work in July. 

M u c h 
of Berman's 
effecti veness as an 
advisor has to do 
with his humility. 

Berman says Carleton has a 
higher percentage of alumni who 
give back to the college than any 
other Liberal Arts school. And since 
he'll be charged with shaping a new 
vision for their career development, 
"an extern ship-like program 
catering to the Carleton culture is 
likely to be a piece," he said. 

across candidates 
hungry to start their 
lives in the corporate 
world and those who 
sti II had to do a bit 
of soul-searching. In 
doing so, he says he 
learned a lot about 
individuals who had 
spent their whole 
lives as students, or, 
as he puts it, were 
"cast into a role in 
which they had little 
influence." 

After 11 years, Berman is 

"He's a great 
listener and team 
player," said Pixley. 
"He likes to hire 
people 'smarter 
than himself,' as he 
says. Heencourages 
the best work in He didn't want ready for a new challenge. 

Whichever way he revamps 
Carleton, those close to Berman 
know that his plans will always 
revolve around the ones attending 
classes and living in the dorms -
and thinking about their futures. 

"Richard really values students 
... and keeps them center stage in his 
work," said Dr. Zaide Pixley, who, 
as dean of the first-year experience, 
has worked closely with Berman. 

Career development wasn't 
Berman's clear-cut calling, however. 
Instead, it evolved from one of his 
earliest endeavors. 

More than 20 years ago, 
Berman worked in human resources 
for a college relations unit in New 
York City where he interviewed 

to ask the questions any more; he 
wanted to help answer them. 

"That became so strong that 1 
just wanted to switch sides of this 
thing," he said. 

Today, he still asks some tough 
questions - in practice interviews, 
one of the college's most popular 
services, especially for seniors. 

"He does a good job of 
understanding who he's working 
with and making them thinkcritically 
about their own strengths and how 
to present themselves," said Mike 
Morosi, a senior economics major 
who conducted a practice interview 
with Berman in October. "He did 
a really good job of helping me 
package what 1 had done. He helped 
me market myself. The practice 
interview was invaluable." 
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others. He values his colleagues, 
and he lets them know that. I'll miss 
his encouragement. The college will 
miss his big-picture perspective and 
the student-focused approach he 
brings to his work." 

Berman looks forward to the 
next three months, and to graduating 
from K, so to speak, with the class 
of2007. 

"That class rocks," he said. 
It's the makeup of the classes 
he's worked with at K that he'll 
remember most poignantly. 

"For years and years, I thought 
the students were the transient 
ones," Berman said. "I realize now 
that the faculty and staff are the 
transient ones, and it's the students 
who stay forever. It's the students 
who define Kalamazoo College." 
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Women's tennis in first 
By Brad Brinkman 
Staff Writer 

Women's tennis 
The Kalamazoo College women's tennis team has 

caught fire as oflate, extending its winning streak to four 
matches with a tight 5-4 decision over rival Hope College 
in an impressive road win in Holland on March 28. 

Leading the way for the Hornets in singles play with a 
6-3,6-1 triumph at No. I singles was Beau Wangtrakuldee, 
a first-year from Phitsanulok, Thailand. Fellow first-year 
Ayano NakanlUra and sophomore Lindsay Zuhlke also 
garnered points for the Hornets with wins at No.5 and No. 
6 singles, respectively. 

After splitting the singles points 3-3, the Hornets 
needed an impressive showing by their doubles teams to 
return home with a team victory. Zuhlke and senior co
captain Megan Fink answered the bell with an 8-4 tally in 
the No.2 doubles match while first-year Sayako Nakagawa 
and Wangtrakuldee dominated their Dutch opponents with 
a resounding 8-0 win at No.3 doubles. 

With the win, the Hornets moved to the top of the 
MIAA league standings with a 3-0 record in conference 
play. The Hornets are next in action when they host the 
GLCA this coming weekend with matches against Oberlin 
al noon and Ohio Wesleyan at 4 p.m. on Friday, April 6. 
The following morning at 9 a.m., the Hornets will match 
up against Kenyon College. 

Men's tennis 
While the Kalanlazoo College men's tennis team 

did not experience the level of success expected of such 
a high-powered program during its annual spring break 
trip. upon returning to the Midwest the Hornets have 
dominated a couple of Division ill opponents to deliver a 
stem message to its MlAA foes that this group of Hornets 
has no plan on fulling from its usual perch atop the MlAA 
standings, 

After dropping four of five matches in California, 
the Hornets have won two of three matches back in the 
comfort of their home courts in Kalamazoo. 

On Friday, March 30, Kalamazoo blanked New York 
University 9-0 without dropping a set in the match. Senior 
Alec Kempster led the charge with a 6-3, 6-4 triunlph at 
No. I singles, while fellow senior Luke Marker picked up 
a very impressive 6-0, 6-0 win at No.6 singles. 

The following day, the Division I talent of the 
University of Buffalo proved too much for Kalamazoo, 
as the Hornets endured an 8-1 loss at home. Later in the 
afternoon, however, the Hornets bounced back to score 
another dominating 9-0 victory against the Tri-State 
Thunder. First-year Cyrus Jadun continued his impressive 
rookie campaign with a 6-1, 6-1 victory at No. I singles in 
a match where Kalamazoo once again did not drop a set. 

These latest victories move the Hornets' record to 
7-8, a figure the Hornets look to improve drastically as 
they move into MlAA pia}, where they are the heavy 
conterence favorites. The Hornets are in action this \\eek 
with a pair of road matches against Albion and Calvin. 

The Index Sports 

Hornets drop 3 of 4 to Tri-State 
By Ted Magdzinski 
Staff Writer 

The Kalamazoo College 
baseball team continued its 
struggles on the diamond 
with a doubleheader split 
at home, followed up with 
two losses at Tri-State last 
week. 

Mike Morosi in 
the bottom half 
of the 
brought 
Hornets 
back. A 
loaded 
from 

inning 
the 

right 
bases

walk 
Charlie 

Mac~innon 

allowed Fodor 
In the Hornets' home to trot home 

opener last Thursday, a 
lack of hitting and some 
poor fielding allowed the 
Thunder to steal Game ). 
With only five hits and three 
errors, Kalamazoo lost the 
lead in the fifth inning and 
could not bring it close for 
a comeback. Four different 
Hornets pitchers scattered 
eight hits in the contest. 

The Hornets saw 
improvement in the batter's 
box and on the mound in 
the second game of the 
afternoon, as they rode 
six innings of six-hit ball 
from freshman pitcher Ben 
Schroeder to a 3-2 win. 
Schroeder allowed two runs, 
struck out three and walked 
no batters. 

Tri-State tied the game 
at 2 in the top of the seventh, 
but hits from sophomore 
Taylor Fodor and senior 

for the winning 
run. 

The 
subsequent 
doubleheader 
at Tri-State on 
Saturday started 
disappointingly, 
as the Hornets 
were shut 
out 4-0. Only 
managing three 
hits in the game, 
Kalamazoo fell 

Senior infielder Caleb Kent has been one of 
the Hornets' most consistent hitters so far 
this season as K nears the midway point. 

behind early and could not 
rally to bring in any runs. 

The Hornets dropped 
Game 4 of the home-and
home series to Tri-State, 
6-2. Sophomore catcher 
Ryan Benjamin had three 
hits on four at-bats, and 
senior infielder Caleb Kent 
managed to bring in a run 
on a double. 

With the meat of the 

conference schedule coming 
up, Kalamazoo (5-11, 2-6 
MIAA) hopes to improve on 
last year's MIAA record of 
10-18. 

The Hornets' home 
doubleheader against Calvin 
College was cancelled 
yesterday. Weather 
permitting, they will take on 
the Knights in Grand Rapids 
on Saturday. 

Softballers still searching for league win 
Index Staff Reports 

For the first time in 
six years, the Kalamazoo 
College softball team kicked 
off its season in a destination 
other than Ft. Myers, Fla. 

This season, the Hornets 
headed west to Tucson, 
Ariz., and for the first five 
games, it didn't appear as 
though the switch in locale 
would be advantageous, as 
they lost all five contests. 

But Kalamazoo turned 
things around in the sixth 
game of the year, using 
two hits apiece from Kelly 
Arnes and Kim Juwong to 

help upend Grinnell (Iowa) 
College, §-5. 

The Hornets utilized the 
momentum from that close 
victory to post two more 
wins on the trip, beating 
Morrisville, ) 1-9, and St. 
Joseph's, 12-8. 

The return to colder 
weather has cooled the 
Hornets' bats, and in seven 
games since the trip, the 
Hornets are winless. 

They opened up the 
MIAA season with two 
losses to Adrian,· and they 
also dropped two to Hope 
College on March 3) . 

Senior Mia Barker-King 
leads the squad with a .412 

batting a\.erage. 
Junior Kari Anderson 

is batting .383 and has the 
most hits () 8), runs scored 
(13) and total bases (19) for 
the Hornets. 

First-year Heidi Fetzner 
has pitched 48 innings 
for the team already, 
compiling a record of 1-6, 
16 strikeouts and an ERA of 
5.47. Sophomore Michelle 
Brittain has a record of 2-
3 and has 10 strikeouts and 
an 8.8 ERA in 24 innings of 
work. 

The Hornets (3-12, 0-
4 MIAA) host Manchester 
today at 3 p.m. and Tri-State 
on Saturday at ). 
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Passage to 
India 
Wilson
Oyelaran 
spreads the way 
of education 
By Jillian McLaughlin 
Staff Writer 

Last week. college 
president Eileen B. 
Wilson-Oyelaran traveled 
through India as part of 
a contingent of college 
presidents sent by the 
U.S. State Department. 

Through discussions 
with Indian officials and 
leaders, the delegation 
sought to find new ways to 
improve higher education 
in India. 

"Only 7 percent of 
college-age students in 
India have a place to 
study," Wilson-Oyelaran 
said. 

By showcasing the 
variety of American higher 
education institutions, the 
delegation meant to show 
what could occur in India. 
Wilson-Oyerlaran was one 
of six college presidents 
that represented small 
liberal arts colleges. The 
five other delegates hailed 
from North Carolina 
State, the University 
of Washington, Oakton 
Community College, 
Johnson & Wales 
University, and Baylor 
College. 

Wilson-Oyelaran's 
invitation stemmed 
from a conference 
she attended last year 
sponsored jointly by the 
Secretary of State and the 

»India: Page 2 

Photo/ Will Walkington 
Students dressed in retro workout gear practice the 80s themed Junior Dance at a Frelon dress rehears
al this past Tuesday night. The show, including 26 different dances, goes up in Dalton tonight at 8 p.m. 

Frelon 'Decennie' shines 
Dancers to celebrate 10th year with biggest show yet 

By Lisa Phillips 
Staff Writer 

Bigger is better. 
That seems to be the 

main idea of the 2007 Frelon 
production. One hundred and 
three enthusiastic participants. 
Twenty-six separate dance 
segments. Dozens of dazzling 
moves, creative costumes, and 
inventive props. 

Yes, this year's Frelon 
performance promises to be 
the biggest and best yet, as the 
largest student organization 
on campus puts on the most 
extensive show ever in the 
group's 10-year history. 

Frelon, which means 
"hornet" in French, is one 
of the most publicized and 
anticipated events of the year. 
TIle dance production opens 

tonight and runs through 
Saturday with performances at 
8 p.m. in Dalton Theater, and 
with an additional matinee on 
Saturday at 2 p.m. 

This year's overall theme 
is "Decennie,"theFrench word 
for" decade," commemorating 
Frelon's 10-year anniversary. 
A wide variety of dances will 
be offered, using everything 
from current popular music 
to classic favorites in the 
program. 

The 2007 presentation 
harbors a distinctly 
international flavor, featuring 
ethnic dances such as a 
Japanese Samba, a traditional 
Irish Celtic dance, and a 
Mexican Salsa. Mainstream 
American culture also makes 
its way into the mix, with hip 
hop, urban, and other modem 

dances set to contemporary 
tunes such as music from the 
movies "Moulin Rouge" and 
"Mission Impossible." 

The junior and senior 
-dances, both regular features 
of the show, will feature a few 
new surprises this year. The 
juniors will flash back into the 
80s in their retro presentation, 
while the seniors will perform 
a fast-paced blitz of musical 
favorites from different time 
periods in their lives. 

Even the greater 
Kalamazoo community is 
involved in this extravagant 
production. Eighth grade 
students from the Maple 
Street School for the Arts will 
perform a self-choreographed 
number in the show, dancing 
to the beat of African drums. 

> >Frelon: Page 2 

There goes 
the neigh
borhood 
Students try to 
fight dumping 
By Chelsea Phelps 
Executive Editor 

Kalamazoo College 
students have joined the 
Kalamazoo community 
in fighting against 
the Environmental 
Protection Agency's 
decision to dump toxic 
waste into a low-income 
minority neighborhood. 

Juniors Stephanie 
Willette and Arianna 
Schindle have teamed 
with the Responsible 
Environmental Strategy 
Planning Effective 
Confrontation against 
Toxics (RESPECT), 
a group composed 
of members of the 
community who 
are working with 
representatives at the 
state level to fight against 
the decision to dump. 

After hearing the 
news that a proposed 
40-foot pile of toxic 
waste would be dropped 
into a neighborhood 
of primarily Spanish
speaking, low-income 
families, Willette and 
Schindle began rallying 
fellow students to 
get involved with the 
RESPECT. 

For Schindle, the 
topic hit home when 
she found out the 
dumping was in her 
Building Blocks family 
neighborhood. 

> > Toxic: Page 3 
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KATE'S PEOPLE 
Name: Kyle Wilson. K'08 
Mood: AnticipatOl)" 
Birthday: July 12, 1986 
Hometown: Climax, Mich. 
Residence: Tro\\ badge. 
Studies: Major in biology, 
concentmtion m classics. 
Classes: Physical Chemis
try, Analytical ChClniStJ), 
Roman CiyilizalJon 
Actiyities: Frelon. 'Ii\. tor 
Cell Bio. rescarch assistant 

for Professor Langeland, vohmteer at Borgcss Hospital and 
at the libmry in Climax 
K Plan: Studied abroad in Rome, Italy. 

Fal'orites: 
Sodexho entree: Gmnola. 
Smell: I don't really have a fa\-orite; I can't really smell 

due to an unfortunate incident in high school chemistI'\. 
Texture: Silk. 
Childhood toy: I had something like 25 of the aclJon 

figures from the movie "Alien"; My fa\'orite was Olle that 
if you dipped it in water and squeezed the back of its head 
you could squirt water out of it's head. It \\as amazing. 

Beatle: I like them all equally. 
Song: "The Better of Two Evils," Marilyn Manson 
Campus spot: Backstage at Frelon. 
Class at K: Cell and Molecular Biology. 
Quote: "It might challenge some of our preconceived 

ideas ... about ourselves, but thal's what real scholarship is 
about... having the vision to see things anew," from Carol 
Goodman "The Drowning Tree." 

H you were an animal cracker, what would you be and 
why? When I was younger, I ate my animal cmckers very 
quickly, so I don't actually know what animals are in ani
mal cmckers. However, if I could make one up, I would be 
an ant, because 1 feel invertebrates are underrepresented in 
the food industry. 
List three adjectives your friends would use to describe 
you: High-strung, generous, methodical. 
List three adjectives you would use to describe your
self: Determined, inqnisitive, progressive. 
What are your passions? Dancing, reading, biology, de
bate in geneml, I really like to argue. 
What brought you to K? The study abroad prognuII, Fre
Ion and the small class sizes. 
What is thc best thing you've learncd at K outside of 
class? I've learned that difficult situations can help you 
find really good friends. The people that survive this sh** 
with you tum out to be your best friends. 
H you could change one thing about the world, what 
would it be and why? I would end the prdctice of religion 
because I think: it would stop a lot of wars and end a lot of 
useless bigotry, All religions. Everywhere. 

--compiled by Kate Boehm. Executive Editor. 

The Index On the Quad 

Frelon: Bigger than ever before 
From Front 

All the dances will be 
around three minutes each, 
resulting in a roughly two-hour 
show.Frelonheadcoordinators 
Kristin McBarnes, 
Stockdale, 
and Lindsay 
Voss have 
been working 
tirelessly on 
this production 
for months, 
collaborating 
with a group 
of individual 
choreo
graphers 
to make 
this year's 
show one to 
remember. 

Erin 

intense prepamtion. Students 
from all gr'ddes and skill 
levels will participate in this 
year's show. 

"You are bound to see 
someone you know m the 

students to have opportunities 
to experience the arts, 
participatingAn dance classes, 
video production, and other 
prognullS not regularly 
offered. 

" T his 
gives children 
an opportunity 
to dance 
that they 
wouldn't have 
otherwise," 
Voss said, 
"and it's a 
wonderful, 
local way to 
promote the 
arts. " 

H 0 u r s 
and hours of 
preparation 

Students rehearse "Roxanne;' a 
sic from the film "Moulin Rouge;' 

Photo/Will Walkington 
Frelon dance set to mu
at Tuesday's dress rehearsal. 

Tickets 
are available 
in the Upjohn 
Lib r a r y 
Commons 
today and 

have gone into making this 
production the best it can be. 
Choreogr'dphers and dancers 
began discussing the show 
at the beginning of winter 
quarter and have practiced 
weekly since then, clocking 
in more than 250 hours of 

production, which is always a 
lot of fun," McBarnes said. 

A portion of the proceeds 
from this year's show will 
go to the Education for the 
Arts program in Kalamazoo. 
This county-wide prognun 
allows for public-school 

Friday from 11-1 p.m. and 
4-6 p.m.. Prices are $3 for 
students and $5 for adults, 
and people are encouraged 
to get their tickets as eady as 
possible, since the Friday and 
Saturday shows usually sell 
out fairly quickly. 

India: President fascinated by nation 
From Front 
Secretary of Education. The 
conference, entitled "Higher 
Education in the National 
Interest," included all the 
participants of the India trip. 
Other delegations from the 
dialogue traveled to China, 
Korea, and Japan. 

Options in India remain 
limited for several reasons. 
After 9/11, the U.S. tightened 
up on student visas, removing 
a viable option from college
age students from India. 
Now, Wilson-Oyelaran says, 
the State Department wants 
to allow for more foreign 
students again. 

"The federal government 
is looking at which changes 
are absolutely necessary," 
Wilson-Oyelaran said. 
"We're looking to keep the 

doors open, how to keep the 
doors open." 

The development 
of India's economy and 
infrastructure continues 
to be a barrier to higher 
education. 

"In ways it is different 
from many developing 
countries and yet at the 
same time there are the 
traditional challenges you 
would see in any developing 
country," said Wilson
Oyelaran. "Seeing India as 
a developing nation with an 
economy growing so rapidly 
is really so very stunning." 

In the next seven years, 
India plans to open 1 ,500 
more universities, but even 
that caunot cover the ever
increasing demand for 
higher education. 

The delegation met with 
members of the Chamber 
of Commerce, college and 
university presidents, the 
press, several Ill1msters, 
and Indian President Abdul 
Kalam. Wilson-Oyelaran 
addressed the Indian 
Fulbright scholars. 

A flurry of press 
coverage followed the 
delegation. Her group 
appeared on the television 
station NDTE, India's 
version of CNN. Wilson
Oyelaran described the 
encounters with the 
Indian people and press as 
conversational. 

"I think I learned a 
great deal," she said. "For 
me Just the opportunity to 
learn about a different place 
is really interesting." 
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Toxic: K students help thwart toxic dumping threat 
From Front to take place in April, but a letter 

written by U.S. Rep. Fred Upton 
to the EPA, support from U.S. Sen. 
Carl Levin, and the numerous 
complaints have delayed the 
project until May. 

in their back yard?" said Ramos. why this site was chosen. 
The dumping comes as a result 

of the dredging of the Kalamazoo 
River to remove Polychlorinated 
biphenyls (PCBs), which, according 
to RESPECT, are documented 
carcinogens. 

Schindle believes that if the 
dumping were proposed to happen 

"It's an obvious situation," 
said Ramos. "When talking about 

environmental issues, the 
majority of pollution goes 
into minority neighborhoods. 
In L.A., a lot of trash is 
dumped into these areas. It's 
not proven that this is what is 
happening at Edison, but it's 
obvious. We know there are 
low-income families. It's not 
just about ethnicity, it's about 
poverty, which gets worse with 
situations like toxic waste." 

Schindle says that the waste 
would cost between $l-l and $21 
million to ship to an approved site in 
Detroit, a cost that Allied Paper Inc., 
is supposed to pay. But in a closed
door meeting between Allied Paper 
and the EPA, it was decided that 
the toxic waste would be dumped 
in the Edison neighborhood, said 
Schindle. 

"In 1999 they did a smaller 
dumping, saying that it was 
temporary and that it would be 
cleaned up, but then it was deemed 
too dangerous to move," said 
Schindle. 

According to Willette, 1.4 
percent of the dredged PCBs will be 
dropped at the site, resulting in four 
tons of waste. 

Last Monday, the EPA was 
supposed to have a closed-door 
meeting with the City Council, 
which only within the last few 
weeks was made aware of the 
dump. But the City Council 
made the meeting public, so 
Schindle and Willette decided 
to attend. 

The presence of 200 
respondents within the 
community was enough to 
make the representatives from 
the EPA stay home. 

According to Schindle, K 
students have been involved 
since hearing the news and 
have been canvassing the 
neighborhood, offering their 
services and support to the 
Edison residents while keeping 
the community mobilized. 

Marlene Ramos K'08 has 
been contributing by offering 
the use of her Spanish
speaking skills. Having spoken 
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IIlustration/ Will Walkington 
Residents in the Edison neighborhood face the possibil
ity of toxic waste in their backyards courtesy of the EPA. 

Ramos said that it is time 
for students to get involved in 
the site because it is a situation 
that is bigger than K College 
- one that involves the entire 
community and will need as 
much support it can get in the 
long battle ahead. 

Weekly meetings are being 
held on campus where updated 
information and announcements 
about upcoming events will be 
given. 

For more information, 
contact Amber Colegrove at 
ambe9876@yahoo.com or 
Ramos at k04mrO l@kzoo. 

"There are aquifers that are 
right below the dump site, and 
about 50 percent of the city's water 
comes from those aquifers," said 
Willette. "There is a concern that 
the chemicals may leak." 

Schindle also noted another 
danger in that the PCBs are also 
airborne toxins. 

The first dump was scheduled 

to residents of the neighborhood, 
Ramos has seen their anger first 
hand. 

"A lot of them were angry, but 
who wants four tons of toxic waste 

in one of the city's historic districts, 
then they would not be dealing with 
the same issues as they are a site in 
a low-income neighborhood. Ramos 
agrees that there is no mystery as to 

edu. Interested student organizations 
contact Arianna Schindle. The Index 
will keep you posted on further 
developments and actions students 
can take. 

Not passed over: Nearly 100 gather for campus Seder 
By Allison Luthy 
Staff Writer 

On Wednesday, April 
4, the Jewish Student 
Organization held its annual 
Passover Seder. Passover 
is a holiday within Jewish 
tradition, commemorating 
the story of the Exodus, the 
tale of the Jews' freedom 
from slavery in Egypt: 
the Seder is an organized 
celebratory dinner. 

JSO members Jessica 
Tesoriero and Ezra Kaplan 
orchestrated this year's 
event, and approximately 
90 students and faculty 

members attended the Seder. 
According to JSO member 
K'Tanaw Schiff K'IO, the 
dinner nearly sold out. 

In past years, this event 
has been able to boast of 
similar attendance. The JSO 
is very proud of the Seder's 
popularity. 

"I think it went really 
well," Schiff said, "and I 
was really excited to see that 
so many other students from 
campus were interestrd in 
learning about our Jewish 
traditions." 

As the students 
sampled the food and drank 
Manischewitz wine, JSO 

members explained the 
various foods found on the 
Seder plate. On the plate, 
there are zeroah - a roasted 
shank bone to represent the 
Passover sacrifice; betzah
a roasted egg as a symbol of 
life; maror - horseradish to 
symbolize the bitterness the 
Jews experienced; charoset 
- chopped apples and nuts 
as a reminder of the mortar 
used by the Jews doing 
Pharoah's labor: Karpas -
a sprig of parsley as a thank 
you to God for the goodness 
we get from the earth; and 
salt - to represent the Jews' 
tears. 

Following this 
explanation, Shira, the 
daughter of campus Jewish 
Studies director Dr. Jeffrey 
Haus, led the Four Questions 
with the help of Kaplan and 
her family. Lending to the 
pervasi ve feeling of a festive 
environment, the students 
joined the JSO in singing 
Dayenu. After the meal, the 
students eagerly hunted for 
the Afikomon, a piece of 
matzo hidden earlier in the 
meal, which is traditionally 
the children's favorite part 
of the Seder. 

immensely, with SodexHo 
providing a meal of assorted 
Kosher-style foods. The 
array of Passover-friendly 
cuisine included matzo
ball soup, vegetables, and 
breaded chicken, with 
macaroons for dessert. 

"This is my second 
Seder ever," said Ryan Fark 
K'09, "and although it was 
less traditional, I thought it 
was good because it united 
a lot of different people." 

Charlie Boland K' 1 0 
agreed. "I thought it was 
a nice Seder and I was 

Those in attendance impressed with the number 
enjoyed the dinner itself of people that showed up." 
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Understanding 'home' through junior study abroad 
By Nora Seilheimer 
Staff Writer 

Since returnIng home from 
Thailand, I keep hearing "Home is 
Where the Heart Is" stuck on repeat 
in my brain, and I wonder what that 
really means. 

My planner lists assignments I 
need to complete by a certain date, 
the regular meetings I attended all 
of freshmen and sophomore year and 
other expected reminders, like getting 
that SIP proposal in by 5th week. 
None of it makes sense when I am 
still trying to reconcile my heart in 
one country with my feet in another 

My first few days back in the 
States were spent visiting various 
family members all over Michigan. 
When visiting a cousin of mine, my 
mom couldn't help but interject her 
own bubbling pride In the middle of 
my stories. 

"Nora stayed in a village for 
three weeks with no running water or 
electricity!" my mother announced, 
interrupting me. "And she was the 
only white person, can you believe 
it?" Her eyes gleaming with pride, 
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she shared a nod of approval with 
my cousin My stomach turned, as 
my words were snatched from my 
tongue and trapped in my head only 
as thought That IS hardly the pomt 

TIle first two weeks of classes 
I would speed-walk up and down 
Academy so as to 
avoid conversation 
with those seven or 
so acquaintances 
I would pass on 
the sidewalk, who 
seem to start every 
conversation with 
"Hey, Nora! How 
was ThailandT' as if 
the answer was just 
waiting to drip off 
my tongue. 

THEY ARE SUSTAINABILITY!" 
My friend tilted her head to the 

side, puzzled 
"What's sustainability?" 
The conversation among returning 

juniors during spring quarter is 
constant whether it is perpetuated 

to being universal: we don't know 
where "home" is 

I entered Kalamazoo College 
with a certain confidence that told 
me I belonged. As quarters passed 
this freshman self pulled layer upon 
layer over its head, hiding away from 

the failure that always 
seemed to be my new 
shadow By the end 
of sophomore year, I 
struggled to hear what 
I had to say wrapped 
away so tight 

Junior year, I left a 
place I didn't belong to 
for a place I had never 
been. As the months 
passed, this new 
environment urged 

At this point, 
when responding 
to this question, all 
kinds of adjectives 
surged to the front 
of my mouth like 
vomit Horrzjjllng, 

Photol Nora Seilheimer 
Junior Nora Seilheimer and several Karen women from Huay Hee, 
Thailand, on their way to the highest point in Mae Hong Song, Doi 
Pui, to continue a church service they had started in the village, 

each of these layers to 
fall I spoke Thai with 
the locals, I navigated 
the city on my own, I 
learned how to weave 
from my Karen host 
mother, I threshed 

uncomfortable, delightful, eye
opemng, painful, enllghtemng ... dare 
I say I actually hated it at one pomt? 
I swallowed them all down to answer 
with what is expected. 

"It was amazing!" I said with a 
plastic smile "I loved it!" 

Even those I would consider the 
closest to me struck anxiety into my 
bones when listening to my travel 
tales. I showed one of my friends 
pictures from my village stay with 
the Karen hill tribe, sad to look back 
at what seemed so far away in mind 
and time. 

"God, that looks awful! They 
don't have anything!" my friend 
exclaimed. "You slept on the floor? 
How did they feed you if they are so 
poor?"' 

My body shot out of its seat, the 
chair dragging fast and heavy across 
Severn's floor like brakes. My finger 
trembled at the end of a clenched fist 
as I began to yell 

"How can you say they have 
nothing! They have more than we 
could ever imagine! They don't lack 
money because they are poor, they 
don't have money because they don't 
need it! They surround themselves 
with nature, they put in what they 
take, they understand the Earth 

by group reflection, a heart-to-heart 
over coffee or simply a knowing 
look across the classroom 

There always seems to be so 
much to say after we let our initial 
regurgitations pass, and never any 
timetocleanitup Allofasudden, time 
matters. Dates matter. Assignments 
matter Playing games with your host 
sister or brother, using your second 
language to purchase a week's worth 
of groceries, or climbing to the top 
of a hill, mountain, castle or tower 
means nothing to your education. 

It would be a shame for anyone 
on campus to think that juniors 
return to campus wiser, more open
minded or changed for the better 
As an underclassman, it is easy to 
be persuaded by the "study abroad 
mystique" that some swear they see 
floating about juniors like holy mist 

The truth is much more complex 
than that Some of us come back and 
feel different. Some of us come back 
and look different. Some of us come 
back and think different 

Some of us come back and feel, 
look, and think exactly the same 
Some of us loved it Some of us 
hated it Some of us never want to 
go back Some of us never wanted 
to leave Only one feeling is close 

rice before sunrise, I developed a 
friendship with the fruit cart lady 
down the road from our apartments . 
Thailand became my corner of the 
world in which I met the me I had 
always heard, but never saw in the 
States. I boarded that flight home 
in fear of never seeing or hearing 
myself again. 

With a realized self, returning to 
an old scene is not only challenging, 
but unnerving. Stimulants of an old 
lifestyle block the path to a new or 
revived mode of living, creating a 
constant internal tug 0' war between 
old ways and wanted change. Classes 
and schedules become excuses to 
ignore the fact of this battle, allowing 
the layers to re-envelope the person 
that went abroad 

With only two-plus weeks of 
class underway, I offer my fellow 
returning juniors the following: 
They say home is where the heart is, 
suggesting that a hearth of comfort 
for our true self could be anywhere 
in the world. 

Consider this revision: Heart is 
where the home is; with yourself, the 
true self you know to be under the 
surface, covered in layers or not, is 
where you will find comfort, a home 
in the world. 
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Sufjan Stevens serenades Grand Rapids with a so-so show 
By TJ Kosinski 
Staff Writer 

On Friday, March 30, indie 
sensation Sufjan Stevens pulled 
double duty in Grand Rapids, playing 
a 6:30 p.m. show for participants of 
Calvin College 's Festival of Faith 
& Music and another at 9:30 for the 
public. 

Although Stevens would be 
playing his second show of the 
night, he remained conscious of his 
audience throughout his set, despite 
the unsuccessfulness of his less 
ardent material. 

Fans began lining up for the late
night show three hours before doors 
even opened. Fans lucky enough to 
be first in line were treated to echoes 
of the Sufjan concert already going 
on inside Calvin 's Fine Arts Center, 
a venue that barely held 1,200 . 

deliberately broken down at its 
ending, as Stevens and his band let 
out booming sonic chaos: Stevens 
kicked out his chair and began 
pounding the keys of his grand 
piano, his brass section let loose 
discordant notes, and his guitar 
players entered their instruments 
into a feedback frenzy. 

Stevens began his first lone 
performance of the night a few 
songs later with "Concerning The 
UFO Sighting Near Highland, 
Illinois. " 

Both sobering and beautiful , 
Stevens' voice and piano sounded as 
if he were alone with each member 
of the audience . 

capitalized on the small size of his 
venue. He was able to interact with 
the crowd, responding playfully 
to their shouts, 
poking fun at 
his temporarily-
broken wings, 
and telling 
stories meant to 
spark laughter. 

Stevens 
demonstrated 
an ability 
to play both 
heavy and soft, 
and although 
he was fairly 
successful in 
his transitioning 
between the 
two dynamics, 
his lighthearted 
performances 
seemed to suffer 
and did not 
connect with 

recalled seeing seven swans of black 
smoke form in the clouds above. 
The song was certainly the most 

Photo!???? 

ambitious and 
impressive of the 
night. It sounded 
much darker 
than the studio 
record ing, and by 
its end, became 
beautifully 
dissonant 
as horns 
roared, guitars 
reverberated , 
and the piano 
crashed. 

When he left 
the stage, hopes 
for an encore 
were high. 

Within 
minutes, 
Stevens returned 
and began to 
play a solemn 

Stevens and his band of nine 
musicians were greeted with 
delighted applause when they 
took the stage at 10, armed with 
instruments, butterfly wings, and 
feathered masks . 

Stevens later played "Detroit, 
Lift Up Your Weary Head! " after 
dedicating it to his grandmother. 
Although Stevens complicated the 
song by changing its arrangements, 
the results were flat. The brass 
section could not fill its space 
effectively, and all the vocalists were 
overpowered by their instruments. audiences as 

Sufjan Stevens' performance fell flat at 
times but was an overall ambitious set. 

but traditional .... 
Periodically, Stevens would 

begin a song with a short story or 
verbal introduction. 

much his more fervent material. "The Dress Looks Nice On You." 
He followed with the less somber 
"Casimir Pulaski Day." Although Despite the small venue, neither 

Stevens nor his band held back, 
as they opened with an epic
sounding "Majesty Snowbird" and 
overpowered the senses of each 
person in the crowd with their sheer 
volume. 

The beauty of the song was 

He began "The Predatory Wasp 
Of The Palisades Is Out To Get Us!" 
with a recollection of everything he 
was afraid of as a child - a list 
that included adults and bottle caps . 
It was in these moments, dressed 
in giant bird wings, that Stevens 

Following "The Tallest Man," 
Stevens embarked on his most 
powerful performance of the night: 
"Seven Swans." 

He began by telling a story from 
his past (his father compiling his 
family'S garbage and the back.-yard 
and setting it on fire), but even this 
story turned passionate as Stevens 

the song was made more heartfelt by .... 
Sufjan's meek vocals, its ending was 
made more optimistic by the upbeat 
additions of his band. The happy 
ending suited Stevens ' performance 
welt after all, he was afraid of 
sounding too dreary. 

By Dr. Alan Hill 
Contributor: Counseling Center 

Alcoholism in 
families can expose 
children to inconsistency, 
unpredictability, arguments, 
ambiguous roles, denial , 
verbal abuse, and sometimes 
violence. To navigate and 
survive the chaos and 
confusion of their families 
when in these situations, 
children adopt "alcoholic" 
family rules and roles. 

In her book "It Will 
Never Happen 
Claudia Black 

to Me," 
articulates 

three such rules : don't trust, 
don't feel and don' t talk. 

Counseling Corner: Dealing with family alcoholism 
Not trusting, not feeling and 
not talking may help the 
child survive the alcoholic 
family, but it might come at 
an obvious and substantial 
cost to their emotional and 
relational development. 

Sharon Wegscheider-
Cruse's book"Choicemaking" 
defines and elaborates the 
major roles in the alcoholic 
family. They include: hero, 
placater,. scapegoat, adjuster 
and mascot. 

The hero, the over
responsible little man/woman 
of the family, picks up the 
family 's sullied banner and 
tries to gives the family 
worth by overachieving for 

great success. 
The placater, a surrogate 

parent, focuses on the needs 
of others at the expense of 
their own needs and takes 
total responsibility for the 
emotional care of the family. 

The sensitive scapegoat, 
or problem child, takes 
the heat off the alcoholic 
by acting badly, while the 
adjustor or lost child rides the 
waves of chaos and confusion 
on a raft without a rudder and 
strives for invisibility and 
inconsequentiality. 

Thesupercute, immature, 
creative and histrionic mascot 
or family clown brings much
needed comic relief to the 

family. 
Approximately 150 K 

students are Adult Children 
of Alcoholics (ACoAs) . In 
part, because of the legacy 
of their ACoA roles, these 
students are amongst the 
highest achieving, ambitious, 
responsible, mature, funniest , 
sensitive, creative, helpful 
and/or caring students on 
campus. 

However, to maintain 
their positive legacy, ACoAs 
usually need a little bit 
of help . Enter the "What 
doesn't Kill you Makes you 
Stronger" group offered by 
the counseling center this 
quarter. This group plans 

to build on this positive 
legacy of ACoAs to help 
group members let go of 
the negative legacy of 
ACoAs, which could include 
addiction, workaholic ism, 
codependency, risky 
behavior and emotional 
immaturity. 

This group is especially 
recommended for seniors 
who don't want to carry 
ACoA baggage into their 
future relationships. We 
will use Black's go ok as 
our guide for this quarter. 
If you have questions about 
the group, please contact Dr. 
Alan Hill at ahill a kzoo .edu 
or x7190. 

... 
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There's a restaurant in 
Kalamazoo - Martini's -
that has fabulous pizza. It's so 
good that I often joke that if 
something were to happen to 
my boyfriend, it could replace 
sex for me. 

Obviously, this is an 
exaggeration, but sex and food 
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combination. These days, it's 
easy to get past the whipped
cream bikini cliche and try out 
other delights. 

been proven to actually turn 
people into sex machines, 
eating foods thought to be 
aphrodisiacs before sex can be 
a fun experience to share with 
your partner. They can help to 
get you and your partner in the 
mood by getting you thinking 
about sex before you've 
entered the bedroom. 

Aphrodisiac foods can also 
be fun to bring into bed, whether 
you incorporate them into sex 
or use them as a between
sessions snack. Oysters, 
chocolate, strawberries, and 
even pine nuts are often cited 
as aphrodisiacs, but the list of 
possible aphrodisiacs is much 
longer. 

Since aphrodisiacs 
work by arousing more 
psychologically than 
physically, when you think 
about it, any food that turns 
you on can count. 

cornucopia of choices. 
If you're more interesting 

in bringing new tastes into 
bed than enhancing the 
mood beforehand, a variety 
of options exist. Chocolate 
syrup, whipped cream, butter, 
and plenty of other tasty 
treats from the kitchen can be 
applied to different areas of 
the body and kissed, licked, 
and nibbled off. 

The Index Features 

bedroom, although they often 
do not taste as delicious as 
one would hope. Check out 
a website like adameve.com 
that gives user reviews of 
products for a better chance 
of finding something you'll 
like to lick. 

Unlike food from the 
kitchen, flavored lubes are safe 
to use in the vagina, although 
it's important to make sure 
they are water-based if you're 
using condoms, as oil-based 
lubes can break down latex. 

Another option is edible 
or candy underwear, which 
you can pick up at any sex 
shop or at Spencer's in the 
mall. This tends to be a little 
sticky and weird, but it can be 
fun to try. 

;,~ are definitely linked. Both can 
lead to great pleasure if kept in 
moderation. And mixed, food 
and sex can be a wonderful 

One great way to bring sex 
and food together is actually 
outside the bedroom with 
aphrodisiacs. An aphrodisiac, 
as most of you probably know, 
is any agent that is thought 
to increase sexual desire or 
pleasure. 

While no food has 

Those who want to learn 
more about aphrodisiacs can 
pickup "The new InterCourses: 
an Aphrodisiac Cookbook" at 
amazon. com, or simply google 
"aphrodisiac foods" for a 

When experimenting with 
food, it's important to follow 
certain guidelines. Don't put 
anything in the vagina, as it 
can alter the vagina's natural 
chemistry and result in a yeast 
infection. Don't use spicy 
foods, like Tabasco sauce, 
in sensitive areas. (Sounds 
obvious, but it happens!) And 
remember, this stuff can stain 
and ruin your sheets, so pick 
up some rubber sheets, lay 
down some towels you don't 
care about, or keep your food 
play in areas that clean up 
easily (such as the kitchen or 
bathroom.) 

Flavored lubes can also 
bring new tastes into the 

Finally, in the slightly 
weird . realm, there's 
anatomically correct candy. 
Those who enjoy a good 
laugh in bed can pick up the 
chocolate "clone-a-willy" kit 
from adameve.com, which 
will allow you to make a 
chocolate mold of your or 
your partner's penis. 

.. 

Fair ideas, uncertain credi})ili1)r: Students for Sensi})le Drug Policy 
By Jaclyn Sanders 
Opinions Editor 

When approached by a student two 
weeks ago and asked what I thought 
about drug policy inAmerica, I answered, 
"I think it needs some work." The student 
informed me about Students for Sensible 
Drug Policy, a new K student group, and 
told me about their first meeting this past 
Monday. Curious, I sought out the co
leaders of SSDP, freshmen Dan Mitler 
and Dan Laushman. 

SSDP is a national group. According 
to their website at www.ssdp.com. they 
"neither encourage nor condemn drug 
use." Rather, they "seek to reduce the 
harm caused by drug abuse and drug 
policies." The goals of K's chapter, as 
outlined by Mitler and Laushman, are 
in agreement with the national group's 
policies. The group's strategy will be 
to act through grassroots campaigning, 
beginning with campaigning for changes 
of the on~us drug policy and 
possibly expanding to support campaigns 
of a more national scope. 

According to Mitler, their first goal 

is to campaign for a medical amnesty 
program. The idea behind the program is 
to waive punishment for drug offenses if 
they result in paramedic involvement. 

There are some obvious positives 
to this policy in that it would remove 
any disincentive to call paramedics in a 
health emergency. However, complete 
amnesty could be detrimental. If 
paramedics are needed, there is a higher 
likelihood that abuse of drugs occurred, 
and an intervention may be justified 
and necessary. Therefore, a waiving of 
punishment would be reasonable, but 
that should in no way preclude college 
services from becoming involved with 
drug-abusing students. 

A related and possibly more 
achievable goal is to institute a "safe 
ride" program to transport students from 
off~us locations with no questions 
asked. There is precedent for such a 
program, according to Laushman, at 
Oberlin and Beloit Colleges. 

The most reasonable of their goals is 
to equalize punishments for marijuana 
and illegal alcohol use. According to 
the Student Development website, no 

alcohol offense, even those involving 
underage drinkers, calls for law 
enforcement involvement. However, 
in regards to illegal drug use, "The 
College reserves the right to involve the 
Kalamazoo Public Safety Department in 
the possession, use, distribution, or sale 
of drugs or controlled substances." The 
maximum stated punishment for alcohol 
use is removal from the residential 
system, but the maximum punishment 
for illegal drugs, including marijuana, is 
expulsion. 

In my personal observation, violations 
of the alcohol policy are more widespread 
and severe on campus than drug policy 
violations. Perhaps the strict sanctions 
are to credit, but it seems irrational 
to have more lenient, strictly internal 
punishments for illegal alcohol use when 
it is more disruptive and widespread than 
illegal drug use. 

The campus chapter's most ambitious 
goal is to work with the national SSDP in 
order to remove the clause that terminates 
Higher EducationAct funding to students 
with drug convictions. This termination 
of federal financial aid is unique to drug 

offenses - according to Laushman, ''you 
can murder, rape, pillage, but you can't 
smoke weed." The number of students 
denied aid due to drug convictions, 
according to the national SSDP via the 
Department of Education, is around 
200,000. 

Although I support SSDP's goals, 
after attending their meeting this past 
Monday I am leery about their credibility. 
Despite Laushman's assertion that SSDP 
is "not a group of stoners out holding signs 
saying 'legalize weed, '" the structure of 
the meeting contradicted his statement. 
The first 15 minutes ofSSDP's one-hour 
meeting concerned their goals and the 
issues they wished to tackle, devoting 
the remainder of the time to a DVD that 
detailed how to evade narcotics detection 
at traffic stops. 

At the first meeting of a group dealing 
\vith a controversial issue, this sent the 
\\-Tong message, running contrary to 
the mission of the national SSDP and 
undermining their credibility. Despite or 
perhaps because of this, I am considering 
returning. Their goals are worthwhile, but 
their means need some work. 
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Places to vvorship • 
In 

By Caitlin Sherman 
Contributor 

First Presbyterian Church 
One morning I went to the 

First Presbyterian Church of 
Kalamazoo. The church looks 
ont on Bronson Park a short 
walk from campus. The service 
starts at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings and lasts for about 
an hour. Presbyterianism is a 
sect of Protestantism that drdWS 
most heavily from the theology 
of John Calvin. Most sects of 
Presbyterianism still accept the 
5 points of Calvinism, most 
notably pre-destination. 

Presbyterians are 
sometimes jokingly referred to 
as God's "Frozen Chosen." 1bis 
nickname developed because 
the Presbyterian Church tends 
to be very tmdition-based. The 
good thing about this is that 
Presbyterians world-wide feel at 
home in any Kirk (presbyterian 
Church or congregation). The 
services at First Presbyterian of 
Kalamazoo are almost identical 
to Milford Presbyterian, my 
congregation at home. The 
same songs are sung, the same 
pmyers are pmyed, and the 
same sermons are sermonized
all in the same order. Even the 
people are similar, making it 
very comfortable and familiar 
for anyone with a history in the 
Presbyterian Church. 

However, there is a 
downside to being God's "frozen 
chosen." As a denomination, 
Presbyterianism does not 
largely appeal to younger 
genemtions. The service has an 
overall mellow, old- fashioned 
feel to it, and is usually devoid 
contempomry music or jargon. 
The congregation tends to be 
composed of more elderly 
members, as is the case at First 
Presbyterian. However, all were 
very friendly. Many approached 
me after the service to say 
"hello" and talk briefly. It was an 
enjoyable experience, and I think 
that anyone, Presbyterian or not, 
would feel comfortable at First 
Presbyterian of Kalamazoo. 

Congregation of Moses 
Friday night I went to 

Congregation of Moses, a 
conservative Jewish synagogue 
on Stadium Drive. Friday night 
Shabbat services start at 8 p.m., 
and Saturday morning Shabbat 
services start at 9:30 a.m., with 
Tor-db services beginning at 10. 
The mission statement of the 
synagogue is "The Congregdtion 
of Moses exists to nurture the 
spiritual and cultur'di values of 
an active Jewish community." 
They do this through regular 
meetings and classes, as well as 
their two weekly services. 

The Friday night Shabbat 
service lasts for about an hour. 

House of Cards By Caleb Waldron 

Kalamazoo 
Men should take a yarmulke 
from the wooden box by 
the front door, as it is very 
disrespectful to enter the service 
without one. The service will 
usually start a few minutes late, 
with people still filing in during 
the opening pr-dyers and songs. 
All of the songs and pmyers are 
in Hebrew, but the sermon and 
announcements are in English. 
The books are written in the 
Hebrew abjad, although at one 
point you will receive a printed 
handout with songs written in 
Hebrew in our alphabet. Some 
of the pr-dyers have English 
tr'dllSlations written on the 
opposite pages, so you canfollow 
along if you like. Remember that 
Hebrew is read from right to left, 
and the books are bound on the 
right hand side. 

The members of 
Congregation of Moses are 
very welcoming. The service 
was very small, with about 
30 people total. A few of the 
members present were a recently 
converted Filipino woman, a 
concentr'dtioncampsurvivor, and 
a 13- year- old who just had her 
Bat Mitzvah. After the service, 
there is Kosher Oneg available, 
during which members of the 
congregation mingle and catch 
up with each other. If you have 
never been to a synagogue 
before, Congregation of Moses 
would be a good place to start. 
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Letter to the Editor' 
To the editor, 

Reading ElizabethPorter 's article, "The New Superlative: 
Reflections on Experiential Education, "I felt that my inabilit) 
to express the still-vibmnt memories of Ecuador had somehow 
become wrong in the eyes of others. My time abroad and 
my understanding of the intricacies of race, gender, cultural 
uyustice, and privilege were somehow invalid simply because 
I could not put them into words. 

No one is denying that experiential education can be an 
incredibly stimulating and thought-proYOking experience, but 
how can you begin to ask jlUliors who have jw.t returned to K 
a world in and of itself, to begin to explain study abroad? Yes, 
we nomlally give a so-called "lollipop" answer, but many of 
us are still trying to process our experiences lind find a balltnce 
between our re-defined values and dreams with tlle pressure 
and competition that exists here. 

The question "How was itT is one that we have all grown 
to hate if onlv because it leaves no room for us to even begin 
to talk :Wout ~v abroad. For me, it is easier to give a lollipop 
answer mther ~jwup into multitudes of stories or explain 
my thoughts (and many confusions.) It isn't until someone 
asks a more specific question such as "What cultur'di conflicts 
did you face?" and sits down to actually listen to me that I feel 
able to expand on my experiences. It's not that the aver-dge 
person doesn't want to know, it's simply that summarizing si.x 
months of my life - the times I was vetbally har-dSSed by taxi 
drivers lind police men, the times I sat in silence because of the 
language barrier. the children begging on the street who knew 
my lllIille - is impossible. 

As a junior. I struggle daily to fit my Ecuador-self into 
my self at Kalamazoo. It is not a matter of "oversimplifying:' 
but simply trying to find a grounding point amongst the 
confusion. 

Not all of us have a desire to "go back to the way [we 
were)" before study abroad, but maybe the question "How 
was itT is not the best in order to elicit a response about the 
people that we are becoming. 

-Rachel Bramerd. K '08. 

-

-
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ANEW ROAR 
Can the Tigs recreate 2006 magic? 
By Mike leifeld 
Sports Editor 

Down 2-0, going into the nmth inning, it looked 
as if the Detroit rigers \\ ere headed to\\J.rd their 
:;econd straight lo:;s to the lowly Kans..ls City Ro) als 
on Sunday. 

But "hen MaggJio Ordonez sma~hed a double to 
lead off the inning and Carlos Guillen walked, it made 
Tigers fans c\ erywhere remember the excitement 
and hope that enthralled us all during Detroit's 2006 
World Senes run. 

As if by script, Pudge Rodriguez tattooed the 
lirst pitch he saw, sending the ball deep into the left
field bleachers and the Tigers to a 1-2 yictory 

Last year's magical summer broke a streak 
of 12 straight losing seasons and \\as D-town's 
first playoff appearance since 1987. With almost 
everyone returning from last year's squad, the Tigers 
are favored to win the American League Central and 
are poised to make another run at a World Series 
Championship. 

The addition of nine-time All-Star Gary 
Sheffield, who will serve as the designated hitter, is 
sure to boost their already-potent offense. Sheff is 
sure to make big headlines. The lingering question 
is whether it will be his bat or his mouth making the 
most noise. 

The only bad news the Tigers receiyed in the 
oif-season was that their star pitcher. Kenny Rogers, 
who went 17-8 with 3.8~ ERA last year, had to have 
a blood clot removed last week and will be out until 
July. 

With the loss of Rogers, the Tigers will look to 
the untested Chad Durbin (2.08 ERA during spring 
training) to fill out the starting rotation. Durbin had a 
rough first outing on Monday, though. giYing up six 
runs in just under five innings of work. 

At first base, don't expect Chris Shelton to kick 
off the season as successfully as he did last year: he's 
not even on the team. The new starter, Sean Casey, 
joined the Tigers last August and was instrumental 
in their playoff run. He'lI be the gU) playing eyery 
day, while Shelton will be getting his hacks at AAA 
Toledo. 

There are three scenarios that could mar Detroit's 
season' 

I) Sheff hurts the team's chemistry, 
2) more key players get injured or 
3) they're unable to find a capable starter to 

replace Rogers 
Barring these things, expect another magical 

season and more celebrations in Detroit. So chew 
your bubble gum, pray to the baseball gods or do 
whatever it is you do to help out our Tigs and get 
ready for another season to remember. 

The Index Sports 

Tennis teams marching on 
Women go 2-1 in GLCA tourney, men bust up Brits in Albion 
By Brad Brinkman 
Staff Writer 

Women's tennis 
In the GLCA Tournament 

hosted by Kalamazoo College, 
the women 's tennis team eamed 
a 2-1 record for the weekend b} 
coasting past Oberlin and Ohio 
Wesleyan on Friday, April 6. 
before falling to Kenyon on 
Saturda}. 

After sweeping Oberlin in 
all three doubles matches, the 
Hornets clinched a 5-0 victory 
over their outmatched opponent 
in only two singles matches. 

First-year Beau 
Wangtrakuldee (6-2. 6-3) and 
senior Megan Fink (6-3, 6-0) 
defeated the opposition at No. 
1 and No. 3 singles to end the 
match quickly. Later in the day 
against Ohio Wesleyan, the 
Hornets had similar success, 
earning another easy 5-0 win. 
After another sweep of three 
doubles matches, Wangtrakuldee 
and sophomore Lindsay Zuhlke 
both blanked their opponents in 
dominating 6-0, 6-0 fashion. 

Unfortunately, this 
momentum did not roll over into 
the second day of the tournament. 
On Saturday, Kalamazoo was on 
the wrong end of a 6-1 blowout 
against Kenyon College 
- which is ranked No. 8 in 
the region. Only the freshmen 

tandem of Wantrakuldee 
and Sayako Nakagawa 
were able to eam a point 
for the Hornets, at No. 3 
doubles. 

The 2-1 GLCA finish 
propels Kalamazoo 's 
overall record to 9-7. 
while the) sit atop the 
MIM conference with a 
-l-O league record. With 
four MIM matches 
remaining, the Hornets 
played a ke} home 
match against Albion on 
Wednesday, April 11, 
(after The Index went to 
press) and has a crucial 
home bout against St. 
Mary's on Tuesday, April 
17. 

Photo/iaoo.edu 
Senior co-captain Laura Spencer, above, 
won two doubles matches with part
ner Mary Atallah over the weekend 

Men's tennis 
The Kalamazoo men's 

tennis team used a 6-3 road 
victory on Saturday, April 4, to 
remain atop the MlAA leader 
board with a 3-0 conference 
record. 

The match began on an 
ominous note for the Hornets, 
as the squad fell behind 2-1 
after dropping two of three 
doubles matches. Seniors Drew 
Brown and Luke Marker eked 
out a tight 9-8 (8-5) win at No.2 
doubles for the team's lone 
doubles point. 

Behind in the match. 

Kalamazoo carne charging 
back with a vengeance in the 
singles portion. The Hornets 
won five of six singles matches 
to coast to a 6-3 overall victory. 
The winning singles effort 
was spearheaded in large part 
by a core of young talent, as 
freshmen Jason Brown, Cyrus 
Jaden. and Patrick Boyd all 
earned points for Kalamazoo. 

With the win, the Hornets 
have evened their overall record 
at 8-8 for the season. They look 
to return to their usual winning 
ways this Friday and Saturday 
in the GLCA Tournament at 
Albion. 

Baseball team picks up 2 big wins 
Index Staff Reports 

The baseball and 
softball teams had several 
games postponed last week 
due to the unseasonably 
cold weather in Michigan. 

There were no signs of 
rust when the baseball team 
returned to the diamond on 
Tuesday. though. 

In an important 
doubleheader versus Calvin, 
the Hornets (7-11, 5-6 
MIAA) swept the Knights, 
climbing out of the MlAA 

cellar with the type of play 
they had been hoping for all 
season. 

Senior Mike Morosi 
had the game-winning hit in 
Game 1, lifting K to a 5-4 
victory in the eighth inning. 

The Hornets won the 
second game 11-1. Freshman 
Larry Briski had a breakout 
day, going 4-for-8 with a 
home run, three doubles and 
7 RBI in the two games. 

Freshmen Ben 
Schroeder and Brandon 
Luczak picked up the wins 

in the respective games. 
The softball team 

returned to the field Tuesday 
against league-leading 
Alma. 

The Hornets (3-14. 
0-6 MIAA) were seeking 
their first league win of the 
season, but the Scots proved 
too tough, winning 7-2 and 
11-1. 

Senior Kim Juwong 
went 2-for-3 from the 
plate in the second game. 
Sophomore Lauren Millar 
was 3-for-3 with one RBI. 
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Mahler to 
leave 
Kfor 
Earlham 
By Phil Taylor 
News Editor 

Long before he 
became a college 
provost, Duke graduate 
Greg Mahler was one 
of three final applicants 
for a political science 
professor pOSItIon at 
Kalamazoo College. 

Mahler was not 
offered the job, but by 
a strange twist of fate, 
he would many years 
later become one of 
Kalamazoo College's 
most influential leaders. 

In June, Mahler will 
step down as the provost, 
a post he held for 10 
years. 

"There was some 
irony coming back 21 
years later as the chief 
academic officer of the 
college," Mahler said 
about his career path. 

Mahler has accepted 
an offer to become the 

academic dean 
president of 

affairs at 
College III 

Richmond, Ind. He 
begins July 1. 

The decision comes 
just weeks after Mahler 
announced his decision to 
retire as provost to pursue 
research and teaching 
interests at Kalamazoo. 

"I didn't see this 
at Earlham 

coming over the horizon," 
said. "My wife 
> >Mahler: Page 3 
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A group of students, faculty, and staff gathered in front of Stetson Chapel this past Tuesday morning to re-
flect on recent acts of hatred on K's campus and the shootings at Virginia Tech, and to plan future action. 

Campus takes a stand 
K students gather to reflect on campus violence 
By Chelsea Phelps 
Executive Editor 

Twenty students, faculty 
,and staff including President 
Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran, 
gathered in front of Stetson 
chapel Tuesday morning in 
response to an e-mail sent 
out by junior Keyontay 
Humphries. 

The e-mail said: "In the 
last 14 days this country and 
campus have been plagued 
by acts of hatred, racism, and 
misogyny. I am calling all 
students and campus staff to 
join together and make a stand 
and voice that such acts will 
not be tolerated!" 

In the half hour that the 
gathering took place, the 
crowd grew from a triumvirate 
to a circle representing all parts 

of the campus community in 
support for the shootings at 
Virginia Tech and the acts of 
racism on the K campus. 

Humphries said that 
the gathering was an 
experiment to see how many 
people would show up and 
participate. The actual idea 
for the gathering, Humphries 
said, came as a result of her 
desire to do something simple 
that everyone could do. 

The circle discussed the 
recent racist acts that have 
plagued the campus resident 
halls as the bulldozers 
continued to tear down Hicks 
Center. President Wilson 
Oyelaran noted that Hicks 
was being dismantled in the 
same manner as students 
spoke of dismantling campus 
to get to the root of these 

issues we have been forced to 
deal with. 

After joining the circle 
palm to palm for a reflection 
led by Chaplain Mary Ellen 
Ashcroft, the group discussed 
ideas for a campus-wide event 
that everyone could take a 
part in. It was decided that a 
candlelight vigil would take 
place on Wednsday April 18 
at 9 p.m. in front of Stetson 
Chapel. 

Humphries was pleased 
with the turn-out and the 
posItIve steps that are 
beginning to take place. 

"This is the beginning of 
campus dealing with issues 
that we deal with as a society," 
Humphries said. 

The Index went to press 
before the event, but full 
coverage will be provided in 

Students 
shocked by 
offensive 
graffiti in 
residence 
halls 
By Lisa Phillips 
Staff Writer 

Residents of DeWaters 
and Trowbridge Halls woke 
up to find their usually 
cheerful door hangings 
spattered with offensive 
messages during second 
week, sending shock waves 
throughout the Kalamazoo 
campus. 

De Waters Area 
Assistant Coordinator 
Marcquel Pickett K08 
discovered the first of the 
objectionable messages - "I 
hate Jews" - written on his 
whiteboard on Wednesday 
evening, April 4, and several 
other statements targeting the 
Jewish community popped 
up throughout De Waters Hall 
over the next few days. 

Trowbridge Hall also 
fell victim to slanderous 
messages, with the words 
"Gay" scrawled on dorm 
doors throughout the 
building. The messages in 
both dorms were written in 
the same red marker and the 
same handwriting, according 
to Trowbridge AAC Bristol 
Day. 

Dean of Students 
Sarah Westfall was adamant 
about the seriousness of this 
incident. 

'''The college stands 
firm in its respect for 
community and all of its 

»Vandalism: Page 7 
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KATE'S PEOPLE 
Name: Erika lost, K '08 
Mood: A little jittery, as 
I just had some coffee. 
Birthday: December 
28, 1985. 
Hometown: Grosse 
Pointe Park. Michigan. 
Residence: Off-campus, 
house on Douglass. 
Studies: Double major, 
math and philosophy. 
Classes: Ancient Phi 

losophy, Real Analysis I, Contemporary Culture In 

Germany. Contemporary Contmcntal Philosophy. 
Activities: Frelon. World Night. 
K Plan: lust got back from Erlangen, Germany. 

Favorites: 
Sodexho entree: Cream of broccoli soup 
Smell: Lemons 
Texture: Bubble wrap. 
Childhood toy: My teddy bear. which I still 

have 
Article of c1othmg: Superman t shift. 
BeatIe John 
font: Arid. 
Song: "The Girl from Ipanema:' Stan Getz. 
Campus spot: The sequestered desks on the third 

floor of the library overlooking the reading lounge 
C las' at K: Einspahr's ClaSSical Political Theory 
Professor(s): Chns Latiolais, Philosophy, and 

lcnmfer Einspahr, Political Science. 
Quote. "True love IS the best thing in the world. 

except for cough drops. Everybody knows that." -
The Princess Bride. 

If you were an animal cracker, what would you 
be and why'! A lion. My dad always used to say I 
looked like a lion because of my hair. I don't really 
brush It. 
List three adjectives your friends would use to de
scribe you: Annoying. "huge," dirty. 
List three adjl.'cti\'es you would usc to describe 
yourself: ~otlvated, independent. dirty 
What are your passions? DanCing. writtng, my fam
ily. reading, Sunday comics. 
What brought you to K? The scholarship money. 
Let s not delude ourselves 
What is the best thing you've learned at K outside 
of class? The ellJoyability of euchre increases the 
closer you get to dawn. 
If you could change one thing about the world, 
what would it be and wby? I would make it so that 
people would never say "between yeu and I." I hate 
that. 

- compi/ed by KatE Boehm, Ereclltil'( Editor. 

The Index On the Quad 

A word from the president 
Here are a few items that 

Student Commission has been 
working on for you! 

Last week marked the 
beginnmg of the Keycard 
Access Pilot Program. 
Student Development and 
Student Commission have 
been working jointly to set up 
a pilot program for off campus 
student key card access to the 
residence halls. Beginning 
immediately. commuting 
students have keycard access 
to all residence halls from 9 
a.m. to II p.m. daily. This is 
a pilot for spring quarter that 
will be assessed during the 
summer. It is our hope that 
this change will create a more 
welcoming environment for 
our many students living off 
campus, especially during the 
renovatlon of Hicks. 

The 2007 Triathlon will 
take place Saturday, May 19. 
Applications are available 
in the cafeteria, circulation 
desk in the library and on the 
Student Commission website. 
All applications are due by 
Friday, May 11. Please contact 
Becky Thomson (k05rt02) for 
more mfonnation. 

This quarter's All 
Campus Forum will take 
place Wednesday. May 2 
(Week 6) from 5 to 6:30pm. 
President Wilson-Oyelaran, 
Dean of Students Sarah 
Westfall, Associate Dean 
Karen loshua-Wathel and 
Assistant Dana lansma as 
well as other campus officials 
will be in attendance. I f you 
would like to submit ideas for 
forum topics, please contact 
Kyle Fletke (k03kfO 1). Food 

will be served at this event, so 
mark your calendars. 

The Off Campus 
Calendar is up and running! 
Please check out the Shared 
Calendars within the Public 
Folders of your Outlook Mail 
to access a calendar of events 
that occur off campus. Pop the 
bubble! Also visit the Student 
Commission website for more 
in-depth directions. 

A Student Organization 
Handbook is now online on 
the StuComm website. If 
you plan to start a student 
organization or are part of 
one currently, this is a great 
guide to help you learn how 
to budget and plan events, 
and who to contact in several 
situations. 

--Erin Mazzoni. 
StuComm President. 

CAMPUS and COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS 
• TO~IGHT: As a 

supplement to The Day of 
Silence, which was yesterday, 
there is a poetry and creative 
writingreadingattheRavenwood 
Coifeeshop tonight at 7:30 p.m .. 
The microphone is open, and 
KalarnazooColiege students will 
be jO\l1ed by Kalamazoo Central 
High School students. The Day 
of Silence was a student-led 
day of action that protested the 
silencing experienced by LGBT 
students and their allies. 

• FRIDAY: On April 20 
at 8 p.m .. the Ying Quartet will 
perform a concert that unites 
jazz and classical music through 
improvised lead-ins and unusual 
instrumental combinations. The 
concert is at the WMU Dalton 
Center Recital Hall. Ticketprices 
are $30 (Zone I), $22 (Zone U), 
and $5 (students wI student 10) 
and can be reserved through 
Fontana Chamber Arts at (269) 
382-7774. the EpIC Center Box 
Office at (269) 387-2300 or 
(800) 228-9858. or online. 

• SATURDAY: Habitat 
for Humanity'S work weekend. 

Anyoneinterestedinparticipatmg 
should send an e-mail to 
Morgan at k05m101@kzoo. 
edu. The e-mail should indicate 
shift preference (morning: 8:30 
a.m. to 11'30 a.m.; or afternoon: 
12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.). 

There is also a march 
for environmental justice on 
Saturday. Students will meet in 
front of the library at 11:45 p.m. 
to carpool to Homecrest Circle 
for the event. 

Attention, seniors! LACs: 

• Eric Rath. Uruversity of 
Kansas. will give a lecture titled 
"Non-Consumption: Tunung 
Ritual into Cuisine in Early 
Modem Japan" tonight at 8 p.m. 
in Dewing Hall Room 103. 

• Simon Den from Abolish, 
anAmencan anti-slavery group. 
grew up in Sudan and is now 
a U.S. citizen. This even!. 
scheduled for Monday, April 
23; at 7 p.m. in the Olmsted 
Room. encourages a broader 
intellectual discussion about 
genocide, specifically \11 Sudan, 
and what U.S. involvement 
should be. 

• Peter Ho Davies will read 
from his new novel "TIle Welsh 
Girl," which is set in a 1944 
Wales P.O.w. camp for German 
prisoners. The reading will take 
place on Tuesday, April 24. at 8 
p.m. in the Olmsted Room. 

Upcoming SIP presentations: 

• An encore showing of 
"In the Hands of the Women," a 
SIP documentary shot in Kenya, 
will occur Thursday, April 19, at 
8 p.m. in the Connable Recital 
Hall. Questions can be directed 
to Cailley or Kirstin. k03cfO I or 
k03kp03. 

• Hightower SymPOSlunl. 
a presentation of SIPs from 
the HDSR and Anthropology! 
Sociology Departments. Friday. 
April 20, from 4 p.m. to 9:30 
p.m., and April 21 from 9:30 
a.m. to 6 p.m. in the Dewing 
Commons and Dewmg 103. 

• Hilberry Symposium. a 
presentation for English SIPs. 
will be held from 1-4 p.m. 
Saturday. May 5, \11 Dewing 
with a keynote speaker Fnday. 
May 4, at 7 p.m. in the Olmsted 
Room. 
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Students unite with community in fight against dumping 
By Chelsea Phelps 
Executive Editor 

Kalamazoo College students 
continued to fight with the Kalamazoo 
community against the toxic dumping 
in the Edison neighborhood last 
Thursday night as they finally had a 
chance to speak with Environmental 
Protection Agency representatives at 
an open panel. 

The discussion, held at Western 
Michigan University, provided a 
small victory for the community who 
is fighting to keep toxic PCBs out of 
the residential Edison neighborhood. 
The EPA issued a moratorium to 
delay dumping for three weeks, 
and along with WMU professors 
and representatives from the city 
of Kalamazoo, provided some 
honest answers to the community's 
questions. 

According to Kjunior Stephanie 
Willette, between 20 and 30 students 

from K attended the meeting with 
political science professor Dan 
Lipson. 

Keyontay Humphries K'08 said 
that the moratorium left her feeling 
hopeful about the situation. 

"The national department [of 
the EPA] issued a moratorium saying 
that it would delay the dumping for 
three weeks to investigate the claims 
against the disposal in Kalamazoo," 
Humphries said. "The dam clean 
up is underway and the three-week 
delay will probably not be extended, 
but they have come to a halt on the 
disposal to take complaints." 

While the moratorium will 
probably not stop the slated 
dumping, it was a small victory 
for the community who has been 
fighting against it. 

Humphries was also encouraged 
by the honest answers the EPA 
provided in regards to the current 
proposed dumping and the dumping 

that occurred in 1999. 
"Sherrie Borries from the EPA 

exposed that the term 'temporary' 
did not mean temporary in the regular 
sense of the word," Humphries said. 
"It was a legal term used because the 
EPA had not reached a resolution 
about the PCBs. It's temporary until 
science provides a more absolute 
way of destroying the PCBs." 

According to the information 
Humphries has, there is nothing 
scientifically pr'oven to dispose of 
the amount of PCBs that will be 
dumped in the Edison neighborhood. 
The proposed dumping comes as a 
result of cleaning up the Kalamazoo 
River, which, according to Willette, 
has several dams that contain "hot 
spots," or areas with high levels of 
PCBs. Willette says that three new 
hot spots were just identified. 

Both Willette and Humphries 
supportthe cleanup of the river. What 
they are opposed to is the dumping 

in the residential neighborhood. 
The two are trying to get as many 

people involved in the community
wide cause with what Humphries 
describes as grassroots organizing 
and trying to raise awareness for 
the maximum amount of people in 
power who are currently unaware of 
the situation. 

Humphries and Willette are 
also involved with other students in 
organizing events on campus to make 
everyone aware of the situation and 
get more people involved. In the 
coming weeks, they hope to have a 
phoneathon where students can ask 
state representatives to speak out 
against the dumping in Congress. 

On Saturday, April 21, students 
will meet outside of the library 
at II :45 a.m. to carpool to the 
Homecrest Circle to march for 
environmental justice. Contact 
Arianna Schindle for more 
information. 

Mahler: Dean moves from one liberal arts college to the next 
From Front 
and I talked about it and 
decided that we couldn't 
say no." 

Despite the new title of 
academic dean, Mahler's 
responsibilities at Earlham 
will essentially be the same 
as they were at Kalamazoo. 

"I am very excited 
about joining the Earlham 
community," he said 

10 an Earlham College 
press release. "Earlham's 
reputation for academic 
excellence, international 
and intercultural activity, 
and collaborative learning 
are very attractive." 

Mahler looks forward 
to expanding study abroad 
programs at Earlham, a 
small liberal arts school 
he feels exhibits the same 

House of Cards By Caleb Waldron 

multi-national and multi
cultural sensitivity he has 
valued at Kalamazoo. 

In addition, he hopes to 
incorporate material from his 
forthcoming volume "The 
Middle East Peace Process," 
into Earlham's peace and 
global studies department. 
He will be teaching a course 
on Israel and Palestine once 
a year, something he feels 

will appeal to Earlham's 
diverse student body. 

Mahler's successor 
will face many of the same 
challenges he faced during 
his 10 years at Kalamazoo. 
Among them will be 
potential reforms to the 
college's general education 
curricula. 

"The next provost will 
be very active in the quest for 

distinctiveness, what we can 
do here to make ourselves 
really distinctive from all 
the other good, small liberal 
arts colleges in the country," 
he said. 

One of the things Mahler 
says he will miss the most 
about Kalamazoo College is 
the faculty, more than half of 
whom were hired during his 
tenure as provost. 

~~~~~~~~7r.~~~~r.m 
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The evolution of hip-hop and its jazzy influence 
By Thomas Gilchrist 
Contributor 

"Today's hip-hop IS just 
pornographic rhymes on a grand 
scale. I don't have to attack hip-hop. 
Hip-hop attacks itself. It has no merit, 
rhythmically, musically, lyrically. What 
is there to discuss? I call it ghetto 
minstrelsy. " 

Those were the words of jazz 
musician Wynton Marsalis on March 2, 
2007, to John Lewis of the online daily 
newspaper The Guardian Unlimited. 

Hip-hop is the current music of this 
generation, yet few people, exemplified 
by Marsalis' comments, understand 
its deep roots in modem jazz and the 
African-American musical tradition 
that preceded it. While current West
Coast hip-hop has devolved away from 
its heritage, the 1980s saw the East
Coast hip-hop sound explored in such 
a way that solidifies it as an evolution 
of modem jazz. 

In the groundbreaking 1970 
recording of "Bitches Brew," Miles 
Davis and his assembled band of 
musically curious cohorts released what 
was then considered to be the most 
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avant-garde jazz record of all time. 
The sublime bass playing of 

Dave Holland supported the free 
expression exploration of mood and 
feeling and led to the more explicit 
sound of Davis' 1972 recording of 
"On the Comer." Funk 
rhythms, soulful grooves, 
and the methodically deep 
electric bas of Michael 
Henderson founded Davis' 
soloing: it was the sound 
that over the next 15 years 
would combme with the 
soul and funk of James 
Brown, and the progressive 
funk of George Clinton's 
Parliament to form the 
basis of what we now call 
old-school hip-hop. 

All That Jazz." 
"Sayin' all that crap about how 

we sample / You criticize our method 
of how we make records / you said it 
wasn't art / This is the music of a hip
hop band /Jazz, well you can call it that 

in his New York City apartment. He 
chose to collaborate with producer 
Cool Mo Bee, who would later produce 
for 2Pac Shakur and The Notorious 
B.I.G. 

Eerily reminiscent of his work 
in "On the Comer," Davis 
happily explored the 
grooves that he himself 
had discovered in a state of 
avant-garde jazz 20 years 
before. Davis died in 1991 
before completing the final 
three tracks, so Mo Bee 
compensated by adding 
beats to previously recorded 
Davis solos he sampled to 
complete the album. 

Miles Davis' jazz 
nurtured hip-hop in its 
infancy, and his exploration 
of its sound with Cool Mo 

The musical stew 
continued to simmer 
throughout the emergence 
of hip-hop into popular 
culture, culminating 
from 1987 -1993 in the 

Bee is testament to the 

Miles Davis, one of the biggest faces in jazz, brought the sounds of feasibility of expanding jazz 
the street to music in albums like "Bitches Brew" and "On the Corner." through hip-hop. While the 

Godfather Era, coined in honor of 
Brown's influence. The sound is now 
nostalgically referred to as jazz rap, 
featuring heavy sampling of the funk 
sounds of Brown, as well as a variety 
of jazz recordings. The hip-hop duo 
Eric B. and Rakim's 1987 hit "I Know 
You Got Soul" spearheaded this new 
approach, in which they added a 
turntable and rapped over a sampled 
funky groove of guitar and drums. 

A slew of hip-hop acts followed 
with a similar style of heavily jazz and 
funk influenced tracks, with some even 
paying tribute to the history of jazz. 

This new music's reliance on 
sampling, however, raised new 
questions about its validity in honoring 
its musical heritage. 

"And as for sampling, it just 
shows you that the drummer has been 
replaced by a loop," said Marsalis to 
Lewis. 

"The drum--the central instrument 
in African-American music, the sound 
of freedom--has been replaced by a 
repetitive loop. What does that tell you 
about hip-hop's respect for African
American tradition?" 

Stetsasonic, the first popular 
hip-hop group to perform with a live 
band, including drums, had already 
answered his question on their 1988 
LP "In Full Gear" on the track "Talkin' 

/But this jazz retains a new format," 
1hey rapped. 

Jazz-rap was in full force. Eric B. 
and Rakim's use of a string bass line in 
1992's "Don't Sweat the Technique" 
was publicly and critically heralded 
as tastefully progressive. The group 
EPMD took a Brown funk groove and 
added sampled trumpet backgrounds 
and various interlaced saxophone 
solos throughout their 1988 hits "It's 
My Thing," and "You Gots to Chill." 

In 1990, the hardcore rap duo 
Gang Starr paid tribute to the history of 
jazz in their single "Jazz Thing" on the 
soundtrack for the Spike Lee film "Mo' 
Better Blues." Its opening consists of 
direct samples of the music of Billy 
Holiday, Count Basie, and Charlie 
Parker, among many others. The lyrics 
chronicle the progression of African
American music, and reference jazz 
musicians such as Scott Joplin, Louis 
Armstrong, and Dizzy GillespIe. 

"And this music ain't dead, so 
don't be misled by those who said that 
jazz was on it's deathbed," raps Gang 
Starr's MC Guru in "Jazz Thing." 

Then, in 1992, Miles Davis 
entered the hip-hop scene, whose 
seeds he planted in his early 1970's 
sessions. With his album "Doo-Bop," 
Davis wanted to emulate the sounds of 
the streets that he heard while sitting 

funk and jazz influenced 
rap of the Godfather Era is deeply 
rooted in the jazz tradition, modem 
hip-hop has been replaced by the slow, 
methodical West-Coast drawl know 
as G-Funk featured in Dr. Dre's 1992 
release of "The Chronic." 

Dre's revolutionary sound based 
off slowed down Parliament grooves 
is currently the mainstream standard, 
and it is emulated today by rappers 
such as Snoop Dogg. 

The effects of the exploration 
of jazz by hip-hop artists in the late 
80s, and the exploration of hip-hop 
by the most daring jazz artists still 
reverberates through jazz music today. 
Trumpeter Roy Hargrove has even 
created his own hip-hop inspired 
group, The RH Factor. 

Even the notoriously traditional 
Wynton Marsalis raps on "Where 
Y'all At," the seventh track of his 
album "From the Plantation to the 
Penitentiary. " 

"The rap game started out 
critiquing. Now it's all about killin' 
and freakin," he rhymes to a New
Orleans style funk. 

Misunderstanding hip-hop's jazz 
roots, and jazz's exploration of new 
sound through hip-hop is not an excuse 
for music not to evolve, for artists need 
to recognize this shared tradition and 
heritage, and utilize it. 
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A look at the dilemma of subtitling foreign films 
By Emily Cornwell 
Contributor 

There was something different about 
the nominees for this year's Academy 
Awards: 20 of the films contained 
languages other than English. Each 
was subtitled in order to be rendered 
comprehensible to English speakers. 

During a visit to a leper colony, a 
doctor remarks that a young girl corre el 
riesgo de perder su brazo, runs the risk 
of losing her arm. But all that appeared 
in English was, "She will lose her arm." 

Katie MacLean, assistant professor 
of Romance Languages, explains 
that in tile process 
of subtitling, the 
"ambiguous becomes 
the unambiguous." 
This is a direct result 
of tlle significant 
editing involved with 
subtitling. There isn't 
enough space to allow 
for the intentionally 
enigmatic nature of 
tlle dialogue. 

Losing the 

motorcycle in a crasb, Scott didn't hear 
Guevera coo, Ay. perrita, which means 
both "oh, my little dog" and "ob, the 
little bitch" and tllus missed out on the 
full complexity of his character. That a 
future revolutionary can still be worried 
about a small puppy is important in his 

vieja, literally "Dear old woman," but 
an affectionate salutation coming from a 
Hispanic teenager. Nevertheless, this is 
subtitled as "Dear mom." 

As his journey progresses, Guevera 
becomes more compassionate after 
experiencing tlle trials of local people 

in Northern Chile and 
Argentina. His letters 
change as well. They are 
now addressed Querida 
viejita, an even more 
affectionate salutation 

. with tlle addition of the 
infamous ita. That he 
uses ita with his mom 
also symbolizes how 
he is maturing into 
an independent man. 
For English speakers, 
however, the letters 
remain addressed "dear 
mom." 

But once subtitled, these weren't the 
same films anymore. Subtitles obliterate 
half the dialogue of the original script 
just because we can't read fast enough. 
The subtitlers detennine which parts 
to cut, a task made even more difficult 
because most never see the film, or even 
the entire script before completing their 
translation. But even translating every 
word wouldn't fix the problem. Culture 
is forever glued onto language, yet in 
the name of efficiency, subtitlers try to 
peel away the culture associated with 
language. As a result, foreign language 
films never completely convey their 
complexity to audiences. 

A look at the English subtitles [or 
a recently popular foreign film, "The 
Motorcycle Diaries" (2004), illustrates 
the problems associated with subtitling. 
The film is an adaptation of Ernesto 
"Che" Guevera's memoirs detailing an 
epic road trip where Guevera discovers 
his life calling. It was highly acclaimed 
for its visual qualities as well as its 
non-political focus: A.O Scott, a New 
York Times critic, said, ''What might 
have been a schematic story of political 
aw;akeninlgbecomes a lyrical exploration 

ambiguity results in a 
shift in how American 
audiences view 
foreign films, but not 
all the loss of context is 
a result of the extreme 
tightening inherent 

Photo! file 
Have you seen the 2004 Academy Award nominated film, "The Mo-

Finally, in the last 
letter he writes, while 
he is visiting the leper 
colony, his concern for 

torcycle Diaries"? If so, the English subtitles may have misled you. 

the sensations and perceptions from 
a political understanding of the 

emerges." 
Yet in the version Scott watched, 

were entire sub-plots he was 
privy to, incorrect translations, 

words that simply have no cultural 
:orulotation in English. 

in subtitling. There are also instances 
when dialogue appears in the subtitles, 
but still in the foreign language. This 
occurs most frequently with names, but 
names, especially in Spanish, tend to be 
pertinent to one of the plots. 

In ''The Motorcycle Diaries" 
Guevera is called by his childhood 
nickname, Fuser. Fuser is never 
translated in the subtitles, so English
speaking audiences never catch that 
Fuser is slang in Spanish for furibundo, 
enraged or furious. One of the ironic 
parts of tlle film is how this future violent 
demagogue IS so gentle and yet subtle 
clues like his name remind audiences of 
his future. 

When "Come Here," Guevera's 
dog for his girlfriend is thrown from tlle 

portrayal as a passive and caring youth. 
That he might be swearing at the same 
small puppy makes for an amuslllg 
double entendre. 

Additionally, the diminutive 
in Spanish (the suffix ita) has no 
equivalent in English. It can be added 
onto any word - and is - to signify 
both respect (mi viejita, my mom), 
love (mi hijita, my little daughter), and 
mockery (el muchachito, the little man.) 
The meaning inevitably depends on 
the context and the word's intonation, 
something impossible to capture in the 
edited world of subtitling. According to 
Chris Latiolais, assistant professor of 
philosophy, "the way in which people 
say things is not in the semantic [word
for-word] translation." 

-;::===========================:::::;l The appearance of ita marks 

Asia Fest 2007! 
Friday and Saturday Nights 

8 pm Dalton Theater 
$2 Admission 

Tickets will be sold in the Library Commons 
11:30-12:30 and 4:30-6:00 pm. 

All proceeds will be donated to linkglobal.org, 
an organization which helps refugees 

from North Korea. 

another characteristic problem 
with subtitling: words can never 
be completely severed from their 
corresponding culture. Thus there 
are many words in Spanish that 
have no cultural context in English. 
These words are either lost through 
their absence in tlle subtitles or 
through mutilation by translation. 

This flaw is most apparent in 
Guevera's letters home to his mother 
periodically during the movie. His 
first letters are addressed Querida 

the oppression of the local people is at its 
peak and he addresses his letter Querida 
mama. This drastic change in salutation 
is botched by the subtitler, who translates 
this compassionate phrase as "Dear 
motller" conveying exactly the opposite 
change to English speakers - one of 
increased coldness. 

It's not necessarily that the 
subtitlers are doing a poor job, despite 
their history of limited knowledge of 
the original script. Increasingly, foreign 
directors are taking a more active role in 
the translation of their movies: "Babel's" 
director Alejandro Gonzalez lftarritu 
double-checked the Spanish subtitles 
in his movie himself. Yet even "Babel" 
falls prey to insufficient subtitles. Emilia, 
the Mexican nanny comforts a little girl 
saying, no pasa nada, mijita, "nothing 
happened, my daughter," while the 
subtitles dubiously read, "there's nothing 
to be scared of." 

So when foreign films seem to have 
simple, dry plots without the humor or 
complexity of American films, it's not 
the director' fault. It's usually not even 
the subtitler's fault. It's that a handful 
of words at the bottom of a screen can 
never convey the entangled emotions 
and values related by dialogue. As 
Latiolais explains, it's important to ''be 
very mindful of what is left behind." 
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In a cloud of smoke: Living off the "Fat" of the Bistro 
By Matt Bezdek and Kevin Debs 
Pub Crawlers 

Kevin and I, tired of panning 
mediocre watering holes, decided to 
spend our Saturday night in pursuit of 
a more unique experience. So unique 
an experience, that this column has 
even shifted viewpoints. Try to keep 
up. 

We were not disappointed with 
the Fat City Bistro, located at the 
intersection of Burdick and Walnut. 

of way. 
One of our fellow patrons, 

an older man named Dane, took 
particular fancy to us. After learning 
he held a Ph.D. in history, Kevin 
obnoxiously insisted on calling him 
"Doc," and Dane taught us three very 
important and historical facts. 

First, we learned that LSD 
originally came from Sweden, and 
in pure liquid form. The user was 
required to inject the drug into a sugar 
cube, which was placed under his or 
her tongue. 

Second, SIX times the 
recommended dose of the above
mentioned acid may cause a self
induced heart attack in Hoben 
while playing poker. (The Index 
recommends a dose of zero milliliters 
of LSD.) 

cigars and check out the lounge, 
where we found the rumor of couches 
was true and much to our liking. 

Fat City bistro only houses 
three beers on tap, but the choices 

to Kevin ramble on about vegetarian 
entrees for longer then politeness 
requires. 

The menu is currently being 
revamped, but our bartender 

explained that 
the establishment 
IS known for 
its "slider" 
hamburgers. After 
some further 
questioning, he 
promised the 
hamburgers don't 
slide out as easily 
as they slide in. 

We approached the tavern, a 
converted two-level house, with our 
editors and trepidation, as none of us 
had previously set foot in the place. 
Inside we found six patrons sitting at 
a newly renovated bar. After a brief 
staring contest, they encouraged us 
to join them at the stools. Glancing 
quickly for pentagrams on the walls 
but finding only flat-panel TVs 
broadcasting ESPN, we relaxed and 
took our seats. 

And third, Ozzy Osbourne 
stutters when he speaks. This, and 
all other pieces of Dane's "Doc
Knowledge" are direct observations 
gained from personal experience. We 
thought he was a fun guy. 

demonstrate 
eclectic taste. We 
began with a pitcher 
of Leinenkugel's 
Sunset Wheat, a 
rather unfortunate 
Belgian-style ale 
that Kevin enjoyed 
but I found too 
similar in taste to 
Fruity Pebbles. 
Much better were 
Bell's Two Hearted 
Ale, a crisp IPA, 
and Spanish 
Peak's Black Dog 
Ale, a delicious 
American pale ale 
that was easily my 
favorite drink of 

Photo! Fat City Bistro 
The Fat City Bistro, a small gem in 

lt is hard to 
imagine a better 
way to kick back 
than reclining on 
a leather sofa with 
a pint in hand, 
while smoking a 
cigar that has been 
dipped in a glass the heart of Kalamazoo's downtown. 

the evening. The bartender insisted that if 
we wanted to see a larger crowd we 
should have come on a Friday - when 
the "circus comes to town," he said 
- and waiting lists come into play. 
However, the quiet bar was pleasant 
in an old mahogany and marble sort 

He also informed us of the 
connected cigar lounge upstairs with 
leather couches as smooth as butter 
on a bowling lane. After our testicles 
were invoked, we agreed to purchase 

lt seemed the management was 
in the process of further developing 
and expanding the pub, as they were 
eager to hear any suggestions we had 
on how to improve the experience. 
They were even nice enough to listen 

of port. Though the bar was not been 
packed with boisterous revelers, we 
were instead treated to the company 
of a few new friends, and in the end 
we felt like members of an exclusive 
club, tucked away in a corner of 
Kalamazoo. 

By Dr. Pat Ponto 
Contributor: Counseling Center 

Gratitude unlocks the 
fullness of life. It turns what we 
have into enough, and more. It 
turns denial into acceptance, 
chaos into order, confusion into 
clarity ... It turns problems into 
gifts, failures into success, the 
unexpected into perfect timing, 
and mistakes into important 
events. Gratitude makes sense 
of our past, brings peace for 
today and creates a vision for 
tomorrow. 

These words from 
Melodie Beattie, who has 
worked extensively m the 
areas of substance abuse and 
codependency, capture the 
power of gratitude well. 

I became aware of its 
power about eight years ago 

Counseling Corner: The power of gratitude 
when a very spiritual, older 
friend of mine, who suffers 
from severe chronic back pain 
and intermittent depression, 
told me that what had changed 
his life most was a recent 
decision to become aware 
every day of all the aspects 
of his life for which he was 
grateful. 

"What an interesting 
idea," I thought, but as a pretty 
traditionally trained clinical 
psychologist, I wondered if 
some therapy might be of more 
help. Since that time, however, 
I have thought a lot about 
gratitude, done some reading, 
practiced being grateful 
myself and urged my clients, 
especially those who suffer 
from depression, to practice 
being grateful each day. And 
I've been impressed by the 

results for my clients and l. 
About the same time I 

was discovering gratitude (late 
1990s), two psychologists, 
Dr. Richard McCullough and 
Dr. Robert Emmons, began 
to study the topic of gratitude 
scientifically. Previous work 
with gratitude had been the 
purview of spiritual leaders and 
philosophers. The hypothesis 
of these two psychologists 
was that gratitude plays a 
significant role in a person's 
sense of well-being. 

In one important study, 
they assigned several hundred 
people (a number of whom 
were college students) to 
three different groups and 
asked them to keep daily 
diaries. The first group simply 
recorded the events of the 
day, the second recorded their 

unpleasant experiences, and 
the third made a daily list of 
things for which they were 
grateful. Interestingly, the last 
group reported higher levels 
of alertness, enthusiasm, 
determination, optlmlsm, 
and energy than those in the 
other two groups. They also 
experienced less depression 
and stress, 
exercised 

to put a lot of our en~rgy into 
stress, worry, fear, guilt, regret, 
and wondering about our 
deficiencies. I wonder what 
our campus would be like if, 
as Dr. McCullough suggests 
on the basis of his findings, 
we each spent five minutes a 
day counting our blessings and 
expressing our gratitude. 

SUMMER WORK 
OPPORTUNITY! 

more regularly, 
helped 
others more 
frequently, 
and made 
more progress 
toward their 
personal goals. 
Sounds good, 
huh? 

All Students/others 
$15.50 base-appt. 

At K, we 
often seem 

Immediate openings FTIPT 
sales/svc, no experience necessary, 
conditions apply, must be over 17 

Please call Jamie Eifler, Vector 
Marketing at 269-381-5152 
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Vandalism: Campus reacts 
From Front 
diversity, and events like these 
are unacceptable," she said. 
"We plan to investigate to find 
out who's responsible and take 
strong action, probably through 
the code of conduct." 

to keep targeting other people 
because they are different," she 
said. 

All the leaders called for an 
end to these offensive incidents, 
mentioning a similar episode 
last year, when vandals drew 
swastikas on some campus 
buildings during spring quarter. 

Tesoriero said. 

"You never know what 
people think underneath, even 
if they claim to be welcoming," 
DeWilde added. 

Activists in both the gay 
and Jewish commLUuties are 
working to raise awarene s 
and acceptance throughout the 
Kalamazoo population. Both 
groups routinely bring speakers 
to the campus and hold events, so 
people can become more widely 
educated on contemporary 
issues that the groups deal with. 

Reaction from students 
was decidedly mixed. Some 
residents of DeWat were 
unfazed by the incide 

Said Rico Javier 
wasn't a big deal." 

Said Andrew Bacyinski 
K'IO: "It was probably the 
result of a dnmken rampage. It's 
sad that the person did that, but 
it's just vandalism." 

"When people use these 
words maliCiously and it goes 
unpunished, these forms of 
expression become more 
acceptable," DeWilde said. "But 
they'rc not." 

The student groups 
Kaleidoscope and the Jewish 
Student Organization took a 
much different stance. 

"As a comnllll1ity, most 
of us feel targeted, regardless 
of the intent of the person who 
did this," said Kaleido cope co
leader Burt DeWilde K07. 

JSO leader Jessica 
Tesoriero K '07 agreed. "It sends 
a message that it's wrong to be 
who you are, and that it's okay 

Pickett says something 
needs to be done to send a strong 
message. "If action isn't taken, 
problems like these can tum into 
larger acts of discrimination if 
the perpetrators don't think they 
got a satisfactory response," he 
said. 

Both the JSO and 
Kaleidoscope mentioned how 
this event shows that intolerance 
exists even at a generally 
accepting campus such as K. 
''No one wants to think that 
they're prejudiced. But prejudice 
still exists in a very real way:' 

Said Westfall: "I think 
these groups are sending exactly 
the right kind of message to the 
campus commluUty, promoting 
awareness, acceptance, and 
inclusion." 

People with infonnation 
are encouraged to speak up and 
contact Student Development 
with anythmg they nlight know 
about this episode, 

"When bad things like 
these happen, the community 
often goes mute, which does 
nothing to solve the problem," 
Westfall said. 

Letter to the Editor 
As most people already 

know, the words 'Gay' and 
'Jew' were recently scrawled 
on domutory doors. This event 
could be viewed as Simply 
dnmken nusconduct. This 
event could be brushed off as 
indiscrin1inate and immature. 

Chances are we wtIl never 
who wrote the graffiti and 

one will be held accountable. 

''''''='co". is because the words 
and 'Jew' are rather 

For example, I am 
, it's no big secret. I believe 
word gay, as well as the word 

should not be understood 
a pejorative way. In true K 

fashion, we should see 
differences as strengths and 

Most of us can agree a 

diverse campus is in our best 
interests. 

Unfortunately, this 
event merely underscores an 
unfortunate pattern of speech 
that is endenlic on this campus. 
'That's so gay" or "stop being 
a fag" are just two phrases I 
conunonly hear. They are used 
to demean and degrade peoplc. 
Although it's impossible to be 
politically correct 100 percent of 
the time, we need to try harder. 
I refuse to believe that sexual 
orientation should be used as 
negative colloquial speech. 

That stated, for people 
who are members or supporters 
of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual. 
Transgender, Questioning and 
Allied community, we need 
to take a stand against these 
words when they are used in 
this detrinlental fashion. It itnot 
so difficult to correct someone 
in a non-confrontational and 

cordial way, and this effort 
helps to foster a community in 
which LGBTQA students feel 
safe. 

For the person or persons 
responsible for the graffiti: I 
truly hope you harbor no ill 
will toward the LGBTQA 
community or the Jewish 
community. I would encourage 
you to go to a Jewish Student 
Organization or Kaleidoscope 
meetmg to interact with the 
people who you may have 
offended. 

K-Scope took part in the 
11 th annual Day of Silence 
yesterday, and Crystal Ball 
is just around the comer. 
These are both great events. 
K-Scope openly welcomes 
campus participation and 
truly appreciates campus 
support in addressing injunous 
occurrences such as this. 

--Nicholas D. Curwell. K '07. 

Thursday, April 19, 2007 7 



8 Thursday, April 19,2007 The Index Sports 

Hornets heat up for stretch run on the court 
Women s squad captures outright lead in the MJAA, men wzn 2 of 3 at GLCA 
By Roger Garfield 
Executive Editor 

Women's Tennis 
A year ago, the Kalamazoo College 

women's tennis team finished third in the 
MIAA. The Hornets watched with envy 
as their nemesis, Albion, sauntered to the 
league title for the second consecutive 
year. 

With an experienced core back in 
place this season, though, the Hornets 
knew that the Britons were within their 
reach. 

On Wednesday, April 11, that came 
to fruition. Kalamazoo demolished 
Albion, 7-2, to take fin;t place in the 
league outright. 

Coming into the day, Albion was 
ranked 30th in the region and boasted the 
fourth ranked doubles tandem. 

But when Hornets Mary Atallah and 
Laura Spencer dispatched the Britons' 
prized duo 8-5, Albion knew it was in for 
a long day. 

Megan Fink and Lindsey Zuhlke 
also teamed to win a doubles match. 

Boasting singles wins for the orange and 
black were Beau Wangtrakuldee (1-6, 6-
0, 7-5), Laura Spencer (6-3, 6-3), Ayano 
Nakamura (64, 6-1), Zuhlke (6-
4,6-1) and Smitha Gudipati (6-2, 
6-1). 

Kalamazoo solidifed their 
solo possession of fin;t place on 
Tuesday, April 17, beating St. 
Mary's College 7-2 to improve to 
6-0 in the MIAA on the season. 

Wangtrakuldee led an 
onslaught of five victorious 
singles players for the Hornets, 
winning her match 6-1, 6-0. 

She is ranked 23rd in the 
Central Region, and the team is 
ranked 12th. 

The Hornets play in Grand Senior 
Rapids versus Calvin today, 
and they take on Olivet in East to a 
Lansing on Saturday. 

The MIAA Championships begin 
April 27 in Kalamazoo. The Hornets have 
not won since 1996, when they shared the 
title with Hope. 

Men's Tennis 
To the rest of the MIAA, the 

Kalamazoo men's tennis team is like old 

luke Marker hopes to lead his 
69th consecutive MIAA title this 

age: you know you're going to succumb 
to it at some point. 

For almost three-fourths 
of a century, the Hornets have 
reigned supreme, taking the league 
championship every season (except for 

a four-year gap where no teams played 
in the 1940s because of World War 
II). Along the way, they've racked up 

420 league wins and only two 
losses. 

That's what made their 
April 13 loss to league foe 
Albion so surprising. Although 
it didn't count as an official 
MIAA match, the Britons 
finished the Hornets 7-2, taking 
five of the six singles matches 
and letting the perennial champs 
know that this year will be no 
walk in the park. 

Kalamazoo responded well 
on Saturday, however, upending 
Denison and Oberlin easily 
and wrapping up the GLCA 

troops tournament, which was played 
spring. at Albion. Junior Tim Hubbard, 

playing at No.3 singles, won his match 
against Oberlin 6-0, 6-0. 

Just four more dual matches remain 
before the Hornets head East again on 
1-94 for the MIAA Championships at 
Albion. There, they will try and win 

Hornets split Calvin doubleheader, take season 
By Ted Magdzinski 
Staff Writer 

Baseball 
With two weeks of on

and-off inclement weather 
problems, the Kalamazoo 
College baseball team (8-14, 
5-9 MIAA) took the field 
last Tuesday and beat Calvin 
College in two games, 
following that up with a split 
at Calvin on Monday, April 
16. 

The three wins give the 
Hornets their first season 
series victory against any 
team this season. The team 
also dropped two games at 
Hope College on Saturday, 
April 14. 

In Game One against 
Calvin, the Hornets managed 
10 hits as a team, with the 
game-winning hit 10 the 
bottom of the eight inning 
from senior outfielder Mike 
Morosi, which gave the 

home team a 5-4 victory. 
Freshman pitcher Ben 
Schroeder improved to 2-1 
in the complete-game win. 

Game Two saw the 
Hornets post 11 runs, with 
eight early runs against 
Knights starting pitcher 
Kyle Cousins to bring in the 
relief. Freshman outfielder 
Larry Briski hit a three
run home run and finished 
with seven RBI on the day. 
Freshman pitcher Brandon 
Luczak earned the win with 
six scoreless innings in the 
11-1 victory. 

The subsequent 
doubleheader at Hope 
College came with less 
desirable results against 
the Flying Dutchmen. 
Kalamazoo only managed 
five hits combined in the 
two games, along with four 
total errors, leading to 6-2 
and 7-0 losses against one of 
the top teams in the MIAA. 

The errors continued 
in the first game at Calvin 
College on Monday, totaling 
six in the 9-0 loss. Managing 
only four hits in the first 

Sophomore Michelle Brittain gave up 

just seven hits in the 3-7 loss to Albion. 

game, Kalamazoo came 
back to beat the Knights 4-1 
in another strong effort from 
Luczak. The pitcher gave up 

five hits while striking out 
four batters. 

Sophomore catcher 
Ryan Benjamin went 2-for-3 
in Game Two with a double 

and one RBI. On the season, 
Benjamin is batting .329. 

Senior Charlie 
Mackinnon leads the team 
with a .343 average. 

Morosi is third, batting 
at a .297 clip. 

With the makeup
games out of the way, 
Kalamazoo has a home 
doubleheader today 
against Hope, with another 
at Albion College this 
Saturday, April 21. They 
also play host to Robert 
Morris College on Sunday 
at 2 p.m. 

Softball 
So, so close. 
The Kalamazoo College 

softball team was well 
within reach of its first 

MIAA victory of the season 
on Saturday versus Albion, 
but the Britons managed a 
seventh inning double to 
bring home the winning run 
and take the game, 3-2. 

Sophomore Michelle 
Brittain pitched 6 1/3 stellar 
innings, scattering seven 
hits, striking out three and 
walking just one. 

Sophomore 
Rhodes had a solo home run 
to lead off the fifth inning, 
and six other Hornets hit 
safely in the game, as well. 

It was the second game 
of a doubleheader. Albion 
won the first contest 12-
O. Freshman Kelly Ames 
had two hits, including a 
double. 

Kalamazoo 
scheduled to host Calvin 
yesterday (after The Index 
went to print). The Hornets 
play at home Saturday 
versus Tri-State at I p.m. 
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Preservation, 
property at 
center of 
arboretum 
dispute 
By Julie Knopp 
Staff Writer 

Many Kalamazoo 
College students don't know 
that K owns an arboretum 
with more than 130 acres of 
land located offM-43. Even 
more students don't take 
advantage of the arboretum. 
And most students are 
unaware of the current 
conflict erupting over its 
property lines. 

The dispute emerged 
over conflicting views of the 
college's Lillian Anderson 
Arboretum property limits. 
David Bradshaw, the original 
owner of the property, 
came into possession of 
land directly adjacent to 
the wetlands. He then 
approached K College about 
buying the land for a quarter 
of a million dollars according 
to Dr. Paul Sotherland, 
an associate professor of 
Biology at Kalamazoo 
College and the former 
director of the arboretum. 

The college, however, 
could not afford the land. 
Irish Builders, Inc., a singie
family home remodeling 
and additions contractor, 
bought the land to create 
a 26-house residential 
development. The houses are 
being erected immediately 
adjacent to the wetlands and 
can be seen at many points 
along the arboretum's trails, 
according to Sotherland. The 
development may have short 
and long-term adverse effects 
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Students light candles before entering Stetson Chapel where they joined fellow students, faculty and staff 
and other community members to reflect on the Virginia Tech shooting and issues even closer to home. 

Candlelight vigil cahns K 
Campus reflects, shows support for Virginia Tech 
By Chelsea Phelps 
Executive Editor 

The threat of rain moved 
students inside the open 
doors of Stetson Chapel on 
Wednesday, April 18, to 
gather for a candlelight vigil 
in support for the students at 
Virginia Tech as well as to 
reflect on the racist acts that 
have affected the K campus 
in recent weeks. 

The vigil was a result 
of the meeting that took 
place in front of the chapel 
the previous day. Keyontay 
Humphries, K'08, had 
sent out an e-mail urging 
students, faculty and staff 
to come and show their 
support in the wake of the 

racist events on campus. 
In this half hour gathering, 
Humphries expressed her 
desire to show the campus 
what 33 lost lives look like. 
The result was the vigil. 

At 9 p.m. students 
entered the chapel to find 
a book for Virginia Tech 
that Chaplain Mary Ellen 
Ashcroft encouraged visitors 
to write a message in. The 
mood of the vigil was set 
when someone lighting 
their candle said "I'm going 
to let my light shine." The 
statement was soon followed 
by a small chorus ofthe song, 
sung by people writing in the 
book and making peace flags 
in the lobby. 

In the choir box, students 

and faculty from both K and 
Western Michigan University 
as well as members of the 
Kalamazoo community sat 
silently. Each person lit a 
single white pillar candle 
before walking down the isle 
and joining in at the front of 
the church. 

Slowly the crowd grew 
to extend into the pews 
of Stetson where about 
70 people were present. 
Ashcroft and Dean Sarah 
Westfall stood in the circle to 
lead moments of reflection. 
Westfall expressed the need 
for the K campus to gather 
together. 

"Moments like these are 
heartbreaking, especially 
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Annual 
BSOshow 
to unfold 
'Stories 
Untold' 
By Roger Garfield 
Executive Editor 

Aaron Coleman K'09 
calls it one of the most 
unique events to take place 
at Kalamazoo College 
each year. 

Brandon Scarber 
K'08 calls it a great mix of 
familiar and new faces. 

Tirnasha Woods K'07 
calls it the No. I LAC 
experience of the year. 

On Friday and 
Saturday, Coleman, 
Scarber, Woods and 22 
others will come together 
at 8 p.m. on the Dalton 
Theatre stage for the Black 
Student Organization's 
cornerstone event 
- Cultural Awareness 
Troupe. 

A long-standing 
spring tradition, this year's 
C.A.T. production has a 
theme of "Stories Untold," 
and Woods, the show's 
director, is proud of what 
she and her fellow BSO 
members have concocted. 

"This cast is amazing," 
Woods said. "I'm really, 
really hoping the campus 
community comes out. It's 
one of the few student-led 
activities that actually got 
LAC status." 

It's also one of the 
few activities with such an 
intriguing duality. 

Perennially, theC.A.T. 
ensemble aims to entertain 
with its bevy of rhythmic 

> > CAT: Page 3 
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KATE'S PEOPLE 
Name: Sam Pepe, K'07 
Mood: Anxlous. 
Birthday: July 10, 1985. 
Hometown: New Haven. 
Conn. 
Residence: OIT-campus, 
house on Lovell. 
Studies: Political Science 
major. 
Classes: Advanccd Fiction 
Workshop, Fundamentals 
of Acting, Quantitative Rea

soning and Statistical Analysis. 
Activities: Ultimate Frisbee, Intramural Softball, 
Racquetball. 
K Plan: Spent three months in Oaxaca, Mexico. Ana
lyzed political cartoons for SIP 

Favorites: 
Sodexho entree: Chicken nuggets. 
Smell: Fire. 
Texture: Sand. 
Olildhood toy: Ninja Turtle action figures. 
Article of clothing: Sandals. 
Beatie: John. 
Font: Times New Roman. It's pretty classy. 
Song: "The Sun Is Slowly Sinking Down" 

James Taylor. 
Campus spot: The courtyard outside DeWaters. 
Class at K: Einspahr's Cla~sical Political Theory. 
Professor(s): Dr. Jennifer Einsphar, Political Science. 
Quote: "I was walking 'down the street and I thought 

I heard this voice say 'Ain't we walking down the same 
street together on the very same day?''' --Paul Simon "You 
Don't Feel You Could Love Me But I Feel You Could." 

If you were an animal cracker, what would you be and 
why? A gorilla. I think it's just a process of elimination. I 
don't really feci like any of the other ones at all. 
List three adjectives your friends would use to describe 
you: Drunk, absent. supportive. 
List three adjectives you would use to describe yourself: 
Pensive. preoccupied, absent. 
What are your passions? Writing, frisb~e, politics, places 
and people that I care about. 
What brought you to K? I had two really great visits. 
The campus, the people I stayed with, the admission de
partment were great. 
What is the best thing you've learned at K outside of class? 
I've learned to not always say what's on my mind. 
If you could change one thing about the world, what would 
it be and why? TIus is a really selfish one, but I'd give myself 
the abi lity to fly Because there is nothing better that could 
ever happen to me. TIlere's a lot wrong with the world, but I 
don't think I'd care so much about It if I could fly. 

-compiled by Kate Boehm. Erec/ltive Editor 

K fourth 
By Dave Froelich 
Contri butor 

The results for 
Recyclemania are now final, and 
the recycling progTanl would 
like to thank and congratulate 
the campus community for 
their participation. This year K 
finished third in the Per Capita 
Standings. tenth in the Paper 
Standings. fifth in the Cardboard 
figures. and first in the Bottles 
and Cans category. This strong 
showing gave Kalamazoo 
fourth place overall in the 
Grand Champions category. 
In the process, the campus 
community prevented some 47 
tons of recyclable material from 
being put into a landfill, which 
actually saved 139 metric tons 
of Greenhouse Gases from being 
deposited into the atmosphere. 
This is equivalent to saving 
1.14 acres of forest from being 
cut down, or 15,869 gallons of 
gasoline from being consumed. 

Campus participation was 
boosted by the Dorm Storm, an 
event in which the Recycling 
crew went door-to-door 
throughout the dorm system 
collecting recyclables from 
residents. 

'The Dorm Storm 
was a great opportunity 
to educate residents about 
our program and what 
is recyclable here on 
campus," said Recycling 
Co-coordinator Scott 
Crowley. Crew members 
were given a warm 
reception by residents, who 
were awarded with raffle 
tickets for prizes donated by 
Beaner's ror contributing a 
lot from their blue recycling 
bins. People were really 
surprised by the raffle 
tickets and the costumes the 
Recyclemania team wore 
helped bring attention to the 
ecological movement. 

Since last year, 
virtually all of the school's 
recycling rates went up. 
In the paper category, K 
improved from 15.79 to 

The Index On the Quad 

• Recyclemania In 
22.6 Ibs/person. Bottles and 
cans showed a huge increase 
from 16.63 to 24.64 lbs/person. 
The per capita figures also rose 
from 61.05 lbs to 75.03 lbs/ 
person. What was most exciting 
for Coordinator Rob Townsend 
was that our recycling rate for 
the Grand Olampions category 
was 54.5%. 

"Last year we thought 
maybe we'd go over the 50 
percent mark and now that we've 
done it I think we can easily go 
higher," said Townsend, who 
created the recycling progTanl 
oncanlpus. 

The resul ts from the 
competition also indicated areas 
needing improvement, which 
all members of the campus 
community can learn from. 
In the Waste Minimization 
competition, a calculation of 
recyclables and trash per person, 
K finished a paltry 57th place out 
of 66 schools registered in the 
category. 

We can improve tllis 
figure on campus by reducing 
the amount of material that we 

use. One example of how to do 
this is by shopping for products 
that use a minimum amount of 
packaging. We can also lower 
this figure by reusing materials 
such as jars and plastic bags that 
can have a second life after their 
original use. Sometimes people 
at K throw cardboard and 
recyclable plastics and metals 
into the trash dumpsters. The 
recycling crew would like to 
remind the campus that properly 
disposing of one's trash involves 
conscientiously sorting through 
it for recyclable material, just 
one more step toward waste 
minimization. 

One category which K does 
not yet qualify for is the Food 
Service Organic competition, 
which calculates how much 
food service organics can be 
recycled per person. While the 
school has experinlented with 
composting in the past through 
the help ofENVORG, K simply 
does not yet have the ability to 
handle the amount of organic 
material that would likely be 
produced by the cafeteria. 

tf~.CONGRATULATESTHE 
WINNERS OF THE l0071NTERCOLLEGIATE 

RECYCLING COMPETITION. 
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Hope for sunshine: Spring Fling to fill Qu~d on Saturday 
By Erika Jost 
Staff Writer 

Sodhexo from 4 to 6 p.rn 
Herzog said 13 student organization 

have organized a variety of activities, 
from carnival games to henna, from 
making hats and pifiatas out of old issues 

Jimmy John's day-old bread. Stay tuned 
for singing, debating, root-beer-ponging 
and scavenger hunting. 

plans on naming an MVP of the day's 
games. 

For racing and face painting and 
recycled-jewelry-making, for eating and 
tattooing and water-balloon-throwing, 
for flinging in spring and ending words 
with "ing," SAC is hosting the Spring 
Fling from 2 to 6 p.m. this Saturday on 
the Quad. 

"I'm really looking fOIWard to what 
I hope will be a really close battle," said 

The King of Spring Fling? Now, that 
just has a nice ring to it. 

As the last event on the Quad before 
graduation, "to let the grass grow," 
explained Catherine Herzog K'09, the 
Spring Fling Stu-Org liaison. 

Spring Fling provides an 
opportunity for students to take a break 
from their studies, get together and enjoy 
the weather. 

"It'll be nice just to be outside," 
said Herzog. "It might be the first and 
last chance this quarter to hang out with 
everyone in one place, which will be 
good for returning juniors." 

of the Index to dildo relay 
races. 

Perhaps the most 
anticipated aspect of Spring 
Fling this year, however, is 
the third annual competition 
"Battle of the Student 
Organizations," said Jimmy 
Kelly K'08, committee co
chair and member of the 
College Democrats. 

Two years ago, Kelly, 
inspired by the late-70s, 
early-80s popularity of 
ABC, NBC and CBS's 
"Battle of the Network 
Stars," proposed the idea of 
a competition between the 
College Democrats and the 
College Republicans. Their 

lIIustration/ Will Walkington 

The annual Spring Ring will take place on the Quad this Satur
day from 2 to 6 p.m.. A full list of activities are planned, so stop by. 

StuOrg Events 
Tbe Index: Making 
and pinatas out of 

newspapers 
Stewards of 

hats 
past 

tbe 
Arboretu m: Constructing 
bee boxes for solitary bees 
and wasps to boost the 

ecology at the Arboretum 
JSO: T-Shirt making 

S.H.A.G.: Dildo relay races, 
condom games, condom 
water balloons, position 

balloon popping, etc 
S.E.T.A.: Vegan food, 

stickers, magazines 
Intervarsity Christian 
Fellowship: Water balloons 
EnvOrg: Clothing swap 
(clothes can be dropped in 

Because so many students were 
compelled to live off-campus due to 
housing constraints this spring, providing 
a forum to foster a sense of campus 
community is an especially pertinent 
issue, Herzog said. She does not expect 
the Hicks renovation to detract from the 
festivities. 

rivalry by no means forgotten-each 
group is 1-I-they have opened up the 
games this year and are welcoming four 
additional organizations: JSO, Model 
UN, Childish Games Commission and 
WJMDRadio. 

Kelly, who will be hosting the games 
with Jax Sanders, K'09 and Mark 
Morrow, K'lO, the two other members 
of the College Democrats' weekly radio 
show. "Whoever wins, my biggest goal is 
to put on a really fun event that the whole 
campus can enjoy," Kelly said. 

bins around campus or at the EnvOrg 
table Saturday), recycled art and jewelry 

Model UN: Facepainting, 
Trivia, Cupcakes 

College Dems: Cotton Candy Machine 
B.S.O.: Root Beer Float 

These festivities include four 
inflatables-for jousting, for racing, for 
moon walking -and dinner with sundaes 
from a kiddie pool of ice cream served by 

This year the competition, which 
begins at 3 p.m., includes six challenges, 
one of which tests the contestants' stomach 
capacities with excessive amounts of 

The real winner gets bragging rights, 
plus the as-of-yet-unveiled Battle of the 
Student Organizations trophy. Kelly also 

Up 'Til Dawn: Carnival games, 
Popcorn machine 

I.S.O.: Henna Tattoos 
And many more! 

CAT: 'We want people to open up and start having discussions' 
From Front 
dance routines, dynamite vocal 

.performances, humorous skits 
and timely placement of each 
segment of the show. 

But C.A.T. also adds 
another dimension. 

"Every year, we strive 
to maintain the tradition of 
bringing home a message," 
said Woods. "Taking a look at 
issues with identity ... being 
black on this campus ... how 
white and black students 
talk about issues . . . Is it 
comfortable? Is it awkward? 
We really just want people 
to open up and start having 
discussions with each other." 

Woods is excited about 
this year's cast, one she says is 
almost exclusively composed 

of K students. 
Two new cast members, 

Coleman and Scarber, will 
join Jerrod Howlett K'09 in a 
poetry slam entitled, "Where 
I'm From." 

Coleman says it's a chance 
"to show the connection 
between freestyling and the 
ancient storytelling tradition 
of African Griots." It's also an 
opportunity to share one of his 
passions: writing. 

"I've always written for 
myself, but taking the next 
step to kind of express that 
viewpoint to other people is 
just the next part of the natural 
progression," Coleman said. 
"What is a voice if nobody 
can hear it? It's meant to be 
shared." 

Scarber feels like the 
poetry slam has tlle potential 
to be "powerful," and he's also 
looking fOIWard to hearing 
some other newcomers. 

Scarber said to keep an eye 
on the first-year singing trio of 
Tabitha Nichols, Briana Scales 
and Briana Payne. Coleman 
added that Nichols' solo IS 

"pretty much guaranteed to 
steal the show." 

"We are all new faces to 
C.A.T.," Scarber said. "For 
many of us, this is our first time 
participating, and we are just 
trying to do our part amongst 
our veteran cast." 

And when it comes to 
c.A. T. veterans, there aren't 
many more experienced than 
Woods. 

This year, she's taken 
an active role in writing the 
skits in the show. "Writing 
is a kind of funny process," 
Woods said. "It is very much 
a collaborative effort. We look 
at conversations we've had 
and we tum them into scripts. 
We want to keep it all true to 
life. That's one of the unique 
aspects ofC.A.T." 

Woods knows that many 
audience members will be 
entertained on Friday and 
Saturday. She knows, too, that 
some will be "perplexed." In 
the end, all she wants is for 
people to talk about what they 
see. 

" I think it's important just 
to see another side of things," 
she said. "!t's one thing to read a 

book or talk to a classmate, but 
this is such a cool experience 
to see a friend or classmate on 
stage performing." 

Woods paused when 
asked how to explain C.A.T. 
in a nutshell to someone who 
may have never attended. 

"I'll put it like this," 
Woods said. "There are about 
100 LACs that will happen, 
and a student will go just to get 
the credit. 

"And then, there's 
C.A.T." 

Tickets are on sale today 
and tomorrow in the Upjohn 
Library Commons. Kalamazoo 
Students: $3. Others: $5. 
Friday alld Saturday nights. 
8 p.m .• Dalton Theatre, Fille 
Arts Buildillg. 
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'The Pathfinder' delivers laughs instead of thrills 
By Lisa Phillips 
Staff Writer 

"The Pathfinder" 
Directed by Marcus 

Nispe/; written by Laeta 
Ka/ogridis; starring Karl 
Urban, Moon Bloodgood and 
Russell Means; released by 
20th Century Fox. Running 
time: 100 minutes. 

Wi th a fl urry 0 f scary 
movie options pervading 
theaters, decided to 
change it up a bit and 
review an action flick. "The 
Pathfinder" promised to be 
an action-packed adventure 
directed by Marcus Nispel, 
who also directed the 
"Texas Chainsaw Massacre" 
remakes. 

"The Pathfinder" tells 
the story of Ghost (Karl 
Urban) a Viking child 
left behind on his clan's 
expedition to NorthAmerica, 
and raised by a nearby 
Indian tribe. Fifteen years 

THE INDEX 

later, his big bad relatives 
return, presumably just to 
find some entertainment by 
wiping out Indian tribes in a 
number of grotesque ways. 

Ghost decides to take 
on the entire group of 
Vikings to "find himself." 
One would think this is 
quite a foolish move, since 
all the Vikings resemble 
Schwarzenegger-like body 
builders wearing skull 
helmets, but nevertheless 
the story proceeds. 

I'll be honest: "The 
Pathfinder" is probably the 
funniest movie I've seen 
all year. It was laugh-out
loud hilarious. However, 
I'm pretty sure this wasn't 
the intent of the filmmakers 
who made this serious, epic 
tale of heroic adventure, 
which doesn't bode well 
for a critical analysis of the 
film. 

The dialogue and 
acting in this movie was 
horrendous. I think the 

screenwriters stole 
a 3'd-grade school 
play and added some 
swords, blood, and 
an attempt at deeper 
meaning. 

Imagine brilliant lines 
such as, "There are two 
wolves fighting in every 
man's heart. One is love. 
The other is hate." 

The 
actors didn't 
even seem 
convinced by 
what they were 
saying: either 
they normally 
talked like 
monotonous 
wooden statues 
or they were 
also inwardly 
cringing at 
how bad their 

hit Ghost at point-blank 
range. 

On that note, let's 
not even get into the 
plausibility of the storyline. 

How convenient. 
I should probably give 

this movie a bit of credit. 
The moviemakers pulled 
out all the usual attention

lines were. A battle scene from the recent release 'Pathfinder: not 
Even when 

grabbers: 
unnecessari ly 
violent action 
scenes, lots of 
ugly ways to 
torture people, 
loud ominous 
music, and even 
a love story. 
None of these 
worked, but at 
least they tried 
every formula 
In the book 
in an attempt 
to engage the 
audience. 

quite Oscar-worthy, but laughs make the film worth a rent. 
the characters 
weren't talking, the movie 
bordered on absurdity. The 
action scenes were certainly 
exciting, but completely 
ridiculous. Ghost just 
bulldozes right through all 
the huge, sword-wielding 
Vikings, even though he 
obviously was never trained 
with a sword (being raised 
by Indians) and is half the 
size of most of his brethren. 
Also, it's amazing how 
those bad guy archers can't 

I'll offer one good example 
of how realistic the film 
was: Ghost manages to 
survive underwater in the 
ice-covered lake for a good 
10 minutes, eventually 
surfacing, sopping wet, into 
frigid cold weather. And 
yet, he's back on his feet 
seconds later, fearlessly 
leading the group. The 
rest of the bigger, more 
masculine bad guys can't 
stand the cold and all drown. 

I'm actually going to 
recommend this movie. I 
laughed the entire way 
through. Don't spend $S on 
it, but it's ideal for renting 
with a bunch of loud and 
witty friends. Plus, it's 
pretty short, so you only 
have to sit through the 
ridiculousness for less than 
two hours. Probably not 
the reaction the filmmakers 
intended, but nevertheless a 
good time. 
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By Kaitlyn Walter 
Staff Writer 

Ever needed a place to go or 
something to do on a slow Saturday 
afternoon when homework is just 
out of the question? Weill have two 
options. 

The first option is good 01' 
fashion miniature putt-putt golfing. 
Alright, so this may seem really 
dorky but just hear me out. There's 
a place about a IS-minute drive 
down Westnedge that is a small and 
dinky "Family Fun Center." It has 
everything from mini golfing to a 
super trampoline. 

After passing through a 70-game 
arcade, you can get to a scary, kind 
of pathetic looking putt-putt course. 
What could be so scary about it? 

Well, there just happens to be giant 
plastic safari and jungle animals 
placed around the outdoor area that 
look almost too lifelike for comfort. 

The only catch to all this is the 
price. Now I don't go to many mini 
golfing places -- so I'm not sure if$S 
is too outrageous -- though to me it 
is. But there's this deal that I found 
out about. If you buy a dozen donuts 
from Sweetwater Donuts, they'll 
give you a coupon for a free game 
of putt-putt golf. A dozen is only 
about $6, and they are absolutely 
delicious. 

The second place is completely 
free and has three floors of fun. It's 
the Kalamazoo Valley Museum. The 
hours are slightly limited at 9 a.m. 
- Sp.m. Monday through Saturday, 
and I p.m. - Sp.m. on Sunday. 

Although some people always 
think old, drab and dreary are the 
main descriptions of museums, this 
museum is completely different. 
It's interactive and allows a person 
to explore science, weather, history, 
and even mummies hands on. It 
doesn't seem to get very cro'llded so 
I don't think there'd be any trouble 
seeing everything. 

Plus there's a planetarium, 
which is $3 a person, and usually 
there's a show on Saturday at 3 
p.m .. 

I personally recommend the 
museum, which has a permanent 
mummy exhibit. It's truly 
fascinating and fun and free. But 
whatever you do on the weekend 
to postpone doing homework, have 
fun doing it! 



Features The Index Thursday, April 26, 2007 S 

K profs discuss the history of women in their fields 
By Nora Seilheimer 
Staff Writer 

On the evening ofWednesday,April 
18, an important question was asked of 
Dr. Karyn Boatwright of psychology, 
Dr. Jennifer Einspahr of political 
science and Dr. Charlene Boyer-Lewis 
of history: How has feminism had an 
impact on your field of study? 

"I thought I would only be talking 
for 20 seconds," Dr. Boatwright said. 
"You asked me how feminism has 
changed the field of psychology? Not 
much." 

Yet, on a mental trip back to the 
world before the year of 1848, when the 
Seneca Falls Declaration crested the first 
wave of feminism, several differences in 
each of the women's respective fields 
surfaced. 

Dr. Boyer-Lewis described the 
feminist movement's impact on the 
study of history in four stages. The first 
stage entailed going back in history to 
find great women. 

''There has always been women's 
history, but no sustained interest in 
looking at women in the past," said 
Dr. Boyer-Lewis. ''The first stage said 
'Let's focus on their contribution, let's 
celebrate them. '" 

The second stage led historians to 
return to important historical episodes to 
find out the role that women played. 

"Add women and stir," Dr. Boyer
Lewis said with a smile to her colleague, 
Dr. Einspahr. 

The third stage practiced a separate 
sphere ideology. In this stage, historians 
looked at women in the private sphere, 
separating them from the larger picture 

in order to look at the world from the 
woman's perspective that often came 
from inside the home. 

Finally, in the present fourth 
stage, historians pushed to move from 
women's history to gender history. In 
this switch, the constructions 
of femininity and masculinity 
are analyzed within a 
society as an impressionable 
framework. These ideas of 
gender evolve over time and 
directly affect the way that 
history is written. 

"Moving to gender gave 
historians a more critical eye 
to look at history with" said 
Dr. Boyer-Lewis. 

D~ Einspahr also 
described the feminist 

"Adding women in and looking at 
how that changed basic ideas forced us 
to go further and make methodological 
change," said Dr. Einspahr. 

In today's third stage, a slew 
of complicated questions boggle 

but refused to sugar coat the fact that 
her field is still far behind where she 
would like it to be. 

In reference to her own time as a 
student in the 1970s, Dr. Boatwright 
recalled no female psychologists, 

growth in political science in 
progressive stages. 

Thefirst stage of bringing 
the worlds of feminism and 
political science together 

Photol Sara Whalen 
A panel of female professors discussed feminism in their fields 
of study throughout time last Wednesday in the Olmsted room. 

no female psychology 
professors and no research 
on women. The turning 
moment for her came with 
the publication of "Towards 
a New Psychology of 
Women" by Jean Baker
Miller. Once referred to as 
"the holy grail of feminist 
psychology" by Dr. 
Boatwright, Baker-Miller's 
book introduced relational 
cultural theory. This theory 
takes into account both 
women's inner lives and 
social situations. Despite its 
breakthrough, articles using 
feminist theory in their 
studies have trouble getting 

forced scholars to go back in time and 
find women, much like what Dr. Boyer
Lewis described in respect to her own 
field of study. Before the end of the first 
wave in the I 920s when women fought 
for and won their suffrage, women were 
not considered political beings. 

"There were no studies on women 
at all. They were systematically written 
out of the canon," said Dr. Einspahr. 

Many studies were run solely 
on men. However, publicized results 
stretched out research findings into 
general statements about both men 
and women, making male experiences 
the norm. Next step: add women and 
stir. 

the minds of its thinkers: What does 
it mean to have a category called 
women? Do women across the 
spectrum have anything in common? 
If not, how do we create a coherent 
women's movement? These questions 
are still being tossed about the field of 
feminist political theory today. 

"All in all, I would say feminism, 
in huge ways, has changed the 
questions that we ask, but there is still 
a lot of resistance in the field," said Dr. 
Einspahr. "Basic methodology is still 
very dominant." 

Dr. Boatwright, though doubtful 
at first, shared much about the impact 
offeminism on the field of psychology, 

published, even today. 
"Today, mainstream journals 

will not publish anything based on 
feminist theory," said Dr. Boatwright. 
"They are encouraged to send their 
articles into feminist journals because 
not enough people are famihar with 
feminist theory." 

In their closing remarks, all three 
women encouraged their audience to 
become active players by utilizing the 
impacts of the feminist movement in 
all fields of study and not letting the 
impression of previous waves fade away. 

"Women have always been 
active participants in history" said Dr. 
Einspahr. "Keep looking." 

Many attend Indian classical music concert in Dalton Wednesday 
By Allison Luthy 
Staff Writer 

On Wednesday, April 18 
nearly 250 students, guests, 
and faculty members gathered 
in Dalton Theatre to attend 
an LAC. The Indian classical 
music concert featured 
vocalist S. Sowmya, Indian 
violinist Jayashankar Balan, 
and mridangam player Rohan 
Krishnamurthy, K'08 . 

The eighth event III 

K's Indian Classical Music 

Lecture & Performance 
Series, started by 
Krishnamurthy two years 
ago, the concert was a huge 
success all-around . 

Krishnamurthy began 
playing the mridangam, an 
Indian drum with two tuned 
heads fastened to a wooden 
shell, 10 years ago with 
the help of a grad student 
from WMU. He later began 
receiving lessons from an 
advanced instructor from 
India, and in 1997 started 

traveling to India. Today he 
has had three CDs released 
and has created a modem 
way of fastening the heads 
to the wooden mridangam 
shell, making the drum more 
user-friendly. 

For those who do not 
live in large cities and do not 
have access to artisans who 
can maintain the drum, it is 
now possible to still play the 
rnridangam without the added 
hassle. He also created the 
Indian Percussion Ensemble 

on campus two years ago, 
which now has a dozen 
students and four authentic 
instruments provided by the 
college. 

Sowmya, Balan, 
and Krishnamurthy had 
performed together pnor 
to this event III India, so 
it was fortunate when 
Krishnamurthy was able to 
set up the concert during 
Sowmya's two-week 
visit from India. Balan, a 
resident of Detroit, drove to 

Kalamazoo to join them in 
the concert. 

A variety of music was 
played, featuring several 
solos from both Sowmya 
and Krishnamurthy. The 
90-minute concert was very 
popular with the students in 
attendance. 

"It was sweet to the 
ears like a piece of classical 
candy," said Stephanie 
Simon K'IO, "Rohan was 
a very talented and sensual 
drum player." 

• 
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take several forms. One way 
to role-play is just by talking. 
During sex, or as a prelude 
to it, partners can take turns 
describing an imaginary fantasy 
situation to each other. For 
example, perhaps one partner 
is tumed on by the idea of sex 
with a hot police officer. The 
other partner could pretend to 
be that police officer, describing 
what they would say and do, or 
the first partner could describe 
what they imagine happening in 
this situation. Talking through a 
fantasy like this can be a low
pressure way to incorporate 
the fantasy into sex and can be 
exciting for both partners. 

into character. For example, 
you might feel more like that 
naughty nurse with a nurse's 
cap and a stethoscope. 

The Index Features 

or weird, acting it out could 
be fun for both of you - your 
partner, because they get to have 
a fantasy come true, and you, 
because turning your partner on 
can lead to a great ego boost, 
and great sex. Having a sense 
ofhwnor about the whole thing 
can help, too. All sex can get 
a little ridiculous from time to 
time, and taking role-playing 
too seriously can make you feel 
awkward and uncomfortable. 

That said, remember 

When it comes to sex, 
everyone has fantasies. Often, 
there's no way for a fantasy to 
come true· impossible locations, 
famous characters, or simply 
being committed to a partner can 
all stand in the way of a fantasy 
actually occurring. However, 
they don't have to stand in the 

way of a fantasy being explored 
I'm talking about role-playing. 
Those of you who've played 
Dungeons and Dragons know 
that by role-playing, I mean 
imagining yourself in a different 
set of circumstances and acting 
out-what could happen in them. 

Those who want to take 
it up a notch can try acting out 
a scene, in which they take on 
the roles of characters in the 
fantasy. Use your imagination 
once you've set the scene to 
act as your character would 
act. You can use props or 
costumes to help you get more 

The Internet can be a 
great place for inspiration in 
this area, with websites such 
as electricboutique.com and 
fantasycostume.com offering 
regular Halloween fare as well 
as much racier options for 
women. It's a bit harder to find 
sexy costumes for guys, but 
modifications can always be 
made to existing costumes. For 
more explicitly sexual options, 
check out adameve.com, which 
offers a small selection of 
costume lingerie and plenty of 
accessories that could be used 
in fantasy play. 

The most important things 
when it comes to sexual role
playing are a good imagination 
and an open mind. It's important 
to remember that we all have 
fantasies, and while your 
partner's may seem a little silly 

that you don't have to act 
out a fantasy that is just too 
uncomfortable for you. Perhaps 
you are comfortable describing 
a fantasy, but not acting it out. 
That is OK. Perhaps you don't 
even want to mention a fantasy 
ever again because it weirds you 
out too much. That is OK too. 
Whatever your comfort level, 
it is important that you discuss 
it and set boundaries with your 
partner before you do any role
playing in the bedroom. In regards to sex, this can 

Wetlands: Building leads to concern over arboretum wetlands 
From Front 
on the wetlands. 

Argel Irish, owner of Irish Builders, 
Inc, said, "K College probably could 
have bought the property if they were 
concerned [about the environmental 
impacts]. I'm probably the best person 
that could have. I've been a member of 
the Nature Conservancy for the past 15 
years. I've come up with things we can 
do to be sensitive. We've taken every 
measure possible to make sure we're not 
impacting the land." 

Sotherland said there were still 
boundary disputes going on when the 
construction began. 

"He [Bradshaw] told us they had 
a contractor lined up and, you know, 
you've got to do what you've got to do," 
Sotherland said. 'Then, there was, almost 
from the start, a disagreement about the 
boundaries of the property. It seems odd 
they [Irish Builders] were allowed to 
proceed with the project when there was 
a discrepancy in the properties." 

Kalamazoo College has a docwnent 
that shows that the college's arboretum 
property is in the shape of a rectangle. 
The site plan used by Bradshaw and 
Irish Builders ill ustrates a shape of the 
college's land like that of Nevada 

Ashlee VanderHam, a K College 

senior who does research in the wetlands 
through Dr. Erin Binney Girdler's 
Population and Community Ecology 
class also expressed concern over the 
land dispute. 

"They were not supposed to start 
building this early but because of a land 
dispute between Kalamazoo [College] 
and the company that is still in the courts, 
they decided to start building to scare us 
out of following through," VanderHam 
said. 

Irish refuted this charge stating: 
"Their [K College's] own engineers and 
surveyors agree with our side." 

Dr. Joan M. Esson, an assistant 
professor of Chemistry at Kalamazoo 
College who does research in the 
wetlands with her Analytical Chemistry 
class agreed: "It looks like the builders 
are actually correct. The builders had the 
deed finalized. They have the bulk of the 
wetland." 

Sotherland said that even though the 
building is legit, it should be monitored. 

"I'm assuming they [Irish Builders] 
have all the correct permits from the 
authorities they need and they're 
following those. I suppose someone 
ought to be over there to make sure," 
Sotherland said. 

Irish Builders indicated that they are 

taking precautions to protect the land, 
including clearing out debris from the 
previous owners, establishing fencing to 
collect straying sediment and building a 
wastewater pond for pollution control. 
Irish states that his objectives while 
contracting this project include being 
sensitive and not affecting K College's 
land. 

Yet, K faculty and students may 
be able to derive some academic 
benefit from this controversial housing 
development. Esson, and Girdler 
have initiated a project to do research 
with their students on the impact of 
the housing development and hwnan 
residence on the wetlands, with funding 
from the Kalamazoo Community 
Foundation. This is the first year classes 
have tested the wetlands, and following 
years will continue to measure the health 
of the wetlands. 

"We're working hand in hand to 
get baseline measures of ecosystem 
integrities and to monitor the health of 
the wetland," said Girdler. "K college 
students can do academic work while 
doing real world work." 

As cities are increasingly expanding 
outwardly, Esson defines the mam 
question that she hopes the project will 
help solve: "What are the effects of 

urban sprawl on the environment?" 
"I can't imagine we won't see 

changes in the food web somehow 
[because] the insects are affected by the 
fertilizer," Girdler said. 

Esson is unsure of whether or not 
the new housing development will 
have long-term effects on the wetlands. 
"Maybe there will be no impact, but that 
will also be important to know," she 
said. 

VanderHam has found her 
participation in the Population and 
Community Ecology class to be 
personally rewarding. 

"We are doing research that may 
make a difference, if only to ourselve 
and the K community. The collaboration 
between the Analytical Chemistry class 
and Population and Community Ecology 
class shows us how to collaborate in the 
sciences in the future, and also could 
spur more collaboration; maybe helping 
to bridge the gap between science and 
the rest of the college," VanderHam 
said. 

'The arboretum is a part of our 
campus and it is our responsibility to 
know what is happening to it. We can 
choose to be apathetic or we can choose 
to collaborate and care," VanderHam 
said. 
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Candlelight: Students reflect 
From Front 
when you know and care a 
great deal about a college 
campus. One of the things 
that makes this 
bearable is the chance 
to gather together as a 
community and reflect 
what has happened," 
said Westfall. 

when they heard the news 
about Virginia Tech, their 
responses to the acts on 
campus, as well as their 

and in Virginia. 
In the lobby, K junior 

Sara Goldstein said the event 
was an important stand for 

students to take. 
"It is important 

for community 
respect and to show 
that this will not be 
tolerated and to show 

Reflection began that people care," she 
after the chapel bell said. "It's beneficial 
was rung 33 times, one for people to come 
chime for each of the together when people 
victims. The gathered are hurting people to 
crowd remained silent show that we're not 
as the bells tolled. going to stand for it." 
Students held their Senior Emily 
candles as wax ran Cornwell came not 
down their fingers, only to show support, 
many with their heads but to find time to 
bent in respect. As the reflect on how she 
33rd bell tolled, there Photo/SaraWhalen would work through 
was a collective breath After the vigil, students in the chapel lobby made the events that had 
in the audience as the peace flags which will be displayed on campus. happened. Amidst 

realization of just how long plans to change the way they hugs and tears in the lobby, 
33 chimes takes set in. interact with people as a Cornwell nodded and said 

Gathered members result of the vicious acts that that the vigil had helped 
reflected on their experiences have happened in Kalamazoo her. 

Letter to the Editor 
I've been very gratified 

by students' response to the 
antisemitic and homophobic 
graffiti in Trow and Dewaters. 
It heartens me when students 
collectively say, "This is not 
what we want our community 
to be." That fighting energy is 
a critical resource to take from 
higher education into adult life 
in the so-called real world. 

So I was deeply 
disappointed to read the 
dismissive comments by some 
residents of the halls where 
the graffiti occurred. Frankly, 
I don't think anyone who is 
not Jewish or gay has the right 
to pronounce the graffiti "not 
a big deal." It's a very big deal 
for those whose daily lives are 
circumscribed by heterosexism 
and homophobia. Excusing or 
even just rationalizing these 
verbal assaults as outcomes 
of "a drunken rampage" 
only serves to make alcohol 
a shield behind which we 

can perpetrate whatever kind 
of bigotry and aggression we 
have inside us. 

I've been drunk in my 
life and it would never occur 
to me, nor would it occur to 
most of the people I know, to 
(a) go on a "rampage" in the 
first place, and (b) generate 
verbal harassment of people 
who experience subordination, 
discrimination, and hate 
pretty regularly. More simply: 
bigotry is *not* a natural 
outcome of drunkenness. 

As for the final attempt 
to discount the graffiti--"it's 
just vandalism"--I could say 
a lot about privileged people 
who take property destruction 
as their right. But maybe 
more importantly, words are a 
particular type of vandalism. 
They carry meanings 
meanings that have evolved in 
sometimes bloody, terrifying 
ways. How we use them 
determines, to a very great 

extent, the environment in 
which we all live: whether we 
feel respected, accepted, and 
encouraged, or fiightened, 
silenced, and diminished. 
People who aren't learning 
that here are not getting 
their money's worth from 
this pricey, and priceless, 
educational experience. 

Women on the Rutgers 
basketball team have said they 
believe they will never get 
over being called what Don 
Imus called them. And there 
are gay and Jewish students 
on this campus who will 
remember, for years, maybe 
forever, that graffiti. It may 
be that our campus stopped 
being a safe place for them 
when they saw it, or heard 
of it -- regardless of the 
writers' intentions or state 
of inebriation. For most of 
us, I hope, that's a very "big 
deal." 

--Professor Gail B. Griffin. 
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Letter to the Editor 
In defense of UJ;nton Marsalis 

This letter was received ill response to a storY 
that ran 011 April 19, 2007, ullder the headline, "The 
evolution of hip-hop and its jazzy influence. " 

Hip-hop did indeed grow out of jazz. But would 
you link Radiohead to BB. King? Surely Thom 
Yorke can be traced back to the blues eventually. 
Genres evolve, but as they do, they cannot be 
thought of as the cumulative sum of parts. 

How about The Streets or Lil John? Is there 
much jazz there'l 

And what about when Maurice Brown and Sould 
U Out, who played during ElbowFest in 20067 He 
bragged about a hip-hop track being played in a time 
signature other than 4/4, suggesting that by using 
any non-standard time, he's groundbreaking and 
sensational, as opposed to credible and mediocre, 
dismissing the conventional limits of the genre. 

Marsalis claimed that hip-hop consisted of 
"pornographic rhymes on a grand scale." This gives 
leeway for those albums you've cited, works of 
true merit and composition. "MadLib Invades Blue 
Note" and Busdriver's "CosmIc Cleavage" are two 
more great examples of Jazz being acknowledged 
by hip-hop. But is this standard? 

I think anyone would have a hard time arguing 
that Nelly's No. I single "Grillz" has any "merit, 
rhythmically, musically," or "lyrically." Marsalis 
is right to call it "ghetto minstrelsy." Surely 
Nelly has a wider audience than The RH Factor. 
Saymg the exception negates the rule in this case 
is like saying that because Sublime was awesome, 
the third wave of ska wasn't disappointing, but 
remember The Mighty Mighty Bosstones? 

Finally, I'd like to question the sweeping 
assertion that "hip-hop is the current music of this 
generation." Is that so? Will the Fall Out Boy fans 
agree, Kanye remix aside? Or the Decemberists 
fans? OUf generation has so much room for 
individualization and cultural divide that there 
is not one defining musical genre. Was there no 
Slipknot fan at your high school spouting the silly 
motto "Rap is crap'l" And isn't the often-ignorant 
white mass usurpation of hip-hop like Lil Wayne's 
"Fircman" exactly the minstrelsy Marsalis warned 
about? 

Most of us aren't in the search for perfect 
intelligent mUSIC, and Billboard charts don't lie. 
Negahve messages and mixed signals make up 
most of the mainstream, and a few fundamentalists 
and MySpace big-timers don't cure the mcdia 
plague in hip-hop or any other genre 

--Eric !vfichaelsen, K '09. 

• 
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Tennis teams to tackle MIAA this weekend 
Baseball winless in last 8, Softball beats Tri-State Thunder for first league win 

Women's tennis finishes with 
perfect league record 

After picking up a pair of wins 
in their final two league games, the 
women's tennis team heads into the 
MIAA tournament this weekend as 
the clear-cut favorite with a perfect 
regular season league record of 8-
O. 

OnApril19, the Hornets headed 
up to Grand Rapids to face Calvin 
and returned home victorious after 
an 8-1 blowout. Kalamazoo swept 
all three doubles matches and then 
took five of six singles matches. The 
Hornets received contributions from 
youth and experience, as first-year 
Beau Wangtrakuldee won 6-2, 6-2 
at No. 1 singles and senior Laura 
Spencer eased past her opponent 6-
1, 6-4 in the No.3 singles match. 

On Saturday, Olivet came to 
Kalamazoo for the final regular 
season match of the year, and the 
Hornets sent the Comets home 
scratching their heads after a 9-0 
laugher. While every Hornet won 
in straight sets, sophomore Smitha 
Gudipati highlighted the Kalamazoo 
win with an impressive 6-0, 6-0 
decision at No.4 singles. 

After a slow non-conference 
start to the season, the Hornets have 
taken their game to a higher level 
since the beginning of the league 
season. Tomorrow and Saturday, the 
Hornets host the MIAA tournament, 
where they are seeking to claim their 
first league championship since the 
1996 season. 

Men's tennis remains 
atop the league 

The men's tennis team earned a 
pair of wins this past weekend against 
Coe (Iowa) College and Adrian College 
before falling to the fifth best tearn in 
the nation, Gustavus Adolphus, the 
following day. 

On Saturday, the Hornets split 
their squad to compete in two separate 
matches. Most of the Hornet regulars 
stayed in Kalamazoo to defeat Coe, 7-
2. Freshman Jason Brown shut out his 
opponent with a 6-0, 6-0 trouncing at 
No. 2 singles to lead the way for five 
Hornet victories in the singles matches. 

J n an incredible display of depth, the 
other half of the Hornet squad traveled 
to Adrian for an easy 9-0 victory over 
the Bulldogs. Freshman Patrick Boyd 
led the way in this match with a 6-0, 
6-0 win at No. 1 singles. The victory in 
Adrian gave the Hornets a perfect 5-0 
MIAA record. 

The following day, the Hornets 
traveled to Milwaukee to face the 
national powerhouse GustavusAdolphus 
Golden Gusties. The Golden Gusties 
proved worthy of their high ranking as 
they handily defeated the Hornets, 8-
1. Junior Tim Hubbard earned the only 
Kalamazoo point of the day with a 6-3, 
6-0 win at No.4 singles. 

On Tuesday, the Hornets defeated 
Hope 8-1 to finish the regular season 
undefeated. The Hornets travel to Albion 
this weekend in an attempt to extend 
their incredible streak of consecutive 
MIAA championships to 69. 

Baseball team limping 
down home stretch 

The Kalamazoo College baseball 
team (8-22, 5-15 MIAA) continued its 
recent struggles with an eight-game 
losing streak in four doubleheaders last 
week. 

In games against Albion, Hope, and 
Robert Morris, the Hornets lost every 
game by a combined score of 65-23. 
Kalamazoo remains in sixth place in the 
MIAA conference, with four-game series 
left against both Adrian and Alma. 

After dropping the first game against 
Albion in extra innings on April 18, the 
Hornets couldn't keep up in the second 
game, faIling 11-4. 

The Hornets put up a fight against 
Hope on April 19, faIling 4-3 in the first 
game and 5-3 in the second. Kalamazoo 
came close to catching up in the second 
game, with the bases loaded and one 
out with the two-run deficit. But when 
outfielder Taylor Fodor hit a sharp ball 
down the third base line, a fantastic, 
diving snag by Hope third baseman Joey 
Goeb helped tum a double-play to end 
the game. 

Kalamazoo did not fare much better 
the rest of the week, faIling at Albion on 
April 21 in both games 11-3 and 3-2. The 
team out-hit the Britons 10-4 in the second 
game, but still lost after leaving nine men 
on base. The home doubleheader against 
Robert Morris started ugly when the away 
team scored in every inning, leading to a 
17-2 victory. 

The Hornets start the season series 
against Adrian College tomorrow at 
home. First pitch is at 2 p.m. 

Softball team quiets 
the Thunder for first win 

Tri-State came to Kalamazoo on 
Sunday with a 9-1 record in the MIAA. 
The Hornets' record were 0-10. 

The Thunder came in confident, 
as the league's second place team. 
Kalamazoo had little momentum. They 
were in last place. 

But behind clutch performances from 
two first-years, the Hornets squeaked by 
the Thunder 3-2 for their first league win 
of the season. 

With Kalamazoo down a run in the 
bottom of the sixth inning, freshman 
catcher Kelly Ames ripped a two-run 
double to give the Hornets the lead. And 
freshman pitcher Heidi Fetzner didn't 
relinquish it. 

Capping a gutsy, complete game 
outing in the seventh, overall, she 
scattered six hits, struck out two and only 
walked two batters. 

Senior Amelia Barker-King finished 
the game 3-for-3 and drove in the Hornets' 
other run. 

In the second game, Tri-State's bats 
woke up, and the Thunder pounded out 
15 hits en route to a 9-1 victory. 

Ames went 2-for-2, and senior 
Lauren Trager drove in K's lone run. 

Kalamazoo played at Olivet 
yesterday and host Manchester today at 
3:30. The MIAA regular season finale 
is Saturday at St. Mary's, and the league 
tournament begins May 4. 

Reports compiled by staff writers 
Brad Brinkman, Ted Magdzinski and 
Roger Garfield. 

Ultimate Buzz prepares for Frisbee regionals with a WIn 
By Kassie Johnston 
Staff Writer 

Hoping for a repeat of 
their victory last Saturday, 
the Kalamazoo College 
men's Ultimate Frisbee team 
- the Ultimate Buzz - has 
been preparing for the Great 
Lakes regional tournament 
this upcoming weekend m 
Champaign, Ill. 

Sporting their new red 
jerseys, the team defeated the 

Summer League All Stars 13-9 
in the first game on Saturday, 
April 21, and held on for a 7-5 
victory that was called because 
of time-limit rules. 

The Summer League 
All Stars were composed 
of some of the best out-of
college, Kalamazoo-area 
Frisbee players, including K's 
unofficial coach, Ed Kenny. 

Despite the All Stars' 
experience, their rapid 
counterattacks were no match 

for the Ultimate Buzz's 
quick receivers and accurate 
throwers who controlled the 
tempo throughout the garnes. 

K's competItIOn isn't 
limited to just Division ill 
schools. The Hornets finished 
third in the Michigan/Ontario 
sectionals over Easter weekend 
behind only Michigan State 
and the University of Michigan 
- both Division I schools. 

"We're pretty successful 
compared to other schools and 

the sizes of their tearns," said 
sophomore Matt Vasquez. 

With a 25-man roster 
- roughly one-third of which 
played organized Ultimate in 
high school - the Buzz will 
head south this weekend as 
an 11 th seed in the 16-team 
regional tournament. With the 
solid play of sophomores Will 
Watts, Jacob Myers and senior 
captain Kyle Shelton, the team 
has a goal of finishing higher 
than their 11th seed. They play 

Miami (Ohio) University in 
the first round. 

"I'm hoping to beat them 
right away," Shelton said. 
"That'd be really cool. The 
overall goal is to get beyond 
11th." 

Five Big Ten schools, 
as well as Notre Dame, 
will be represented at the 
tournament. 

Shelton said the Division 
III nationals will take place at 
the end of May, in Ohio. 
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Students 
challenge 
decision to 
eliminate 
education 
department 
By Jillian McLaughlin 
Staff Writer 

Kalamazoo College 
graduates good teachers; 
the proof is endless: K 
ranks among the top 
colleges and universities 
in recruitment efforts 
by Teach for America, 
students rank third in the 
state in the percentage 
of students passing 
certification exams on the 
first try (95.3% in 2006), 
and the principals and 
teachers that mentor their 
student teaching give 
K students high marks. 
However, K plans to 
phase out the education 
program after the 2007-
2008 school year. 

The most vocal 
opponent of the 
administration's decision 
is not the lone education 
professor, Olga Bonfiglio, 
but rather education 
alumni, current education 
majors, and first years 
and sophomores who 
cannot participate in the 
program. 

''I'm invested in 
reinstating the education 
department. It's not just 
a job for me but it's what 
the students want." said 
Bonfiglio. "The first years 
and sophomores are not 

»Education: Page 3 

The EPA placed 
son neighborhood. 

a one-year moratorium on the toxic dumping in 
K students have been involved in the fight against 

Five hundred show at rally 
EPA listens and issues new moratorium against dumping 
By Jillian McLaughlin 
Staff Writer 

Lastweekon Wednesday, 
the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 
decided to halt plans to 
dump Polychlorinated 
biphenyls (PCBs) in the 
neighborhood by Allied 
Paper Mill largely due to 
the protest of community 
citizens, including K College 
students. 

The EPA cleared a plan 
to instead distribute the 
PCBs to a certified dumping 
ground in Romulus, 
satisfying both those who 
wished to clean up the river 
where the PCBs were taken 
and the citizens who did 
not want the PCBs in the 

Kalamazoo neighborhood. 
This new moratorium 

comes in the wake of a 
victory won in April when 
the EPA issued a moratorium 
halting the dumping for 
three weeks. K students were 
leery about the moratorium, 
believing that the dumping 
would still take place. 

The issue surrounding 
the dumping began when the 
EPA, in a closed door meeting 
with Allied Paper decided to 
dump four tons of PCBs in 
the Edison neighborhood, a 
residential area composed of 
mostly low income minority 
families. Members of the 
community immediately 
reacted to the proposal, 
gathering together and 
forming groups such as the 

Responsible Environmental 
Strategy Planning Effective 
Confrontation against Toxics 
(RESPECT) which several 
K students became involved 
with. 

Rob Foley K'09, who 
engaged in protest against the 
dumping since April, said, 
"I really want to emphasize 
that this is not over, this is 
a minor victory," noting that 
in 1998 and 1999 the EPA 
allowed PCBs to be dumped 
in the same site. 

"If it isn't capitalized on 
in terms of momentum then 
we'll have to do it (protest) 
again," Foley added. 

Protestors have been 
skeptical of what the EPA 
will do next, especially 

> > Rally: Page 3 

Kshow 
celebrates 
the world 
of dance 
By Kassie Johnston 
Staff Writer 

World Night is 
premiering the afternoon of 
May 5th with fifteen dances 
this year, but this show isn't 
just another Frelon. 

While there are some 
Frelon dancers returning to 
the Dalton stage, such as 
the infamous lost sisters, 
most of the dancers are 
just "normal people having 
fun," says director and 
choreographer KC Cassily. 

Ifit'sjust"normal" kids 
from K dancing, then why 
go? According to director 
Patrick Chase, "As well 
as watching the brilliantly 
performed dances, the 
audience will leam about 
the historical context of the 
dances and be shown the 
cultural significance each 
dance has in its country of 
origin." Cassily compares 
the experience to "going on 
a small trip" where you get 
a glimpse of cultures from 
five different continents. 
It's like being "immersed in 
different cultures for a few 
minutes at a time," she says. 
It's part of what puts the 
"rea!" into the "K College 
Experience. " 

What makes the show 
"rea!" is that choreographers 
are a mixture of international 
students, kids born here 
who have grown up with 
the cultures from which 
these dances have emerged, 

»World Night: Page 7 
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KATE'S PEOPLE 
Name: Jane Sylvia Clifford. 
K'07 
Mood: A nux of excited and 
bogged down/trapped. 
Birthday: JanuillY 26, 1986. 
Hometown: Marquette. 
Mich. 
Residence: Off-campus. 
house on the comer of West 
Main and Woodward. 
Studies: Art major, Psychol
ogy minor 

Classes: Sculpture, 19th Century Art, Narrative Analysis. 
Activities: Ballet 
K Plan: Spent six months in Madrid, Spam ilI1d created a 
studio art SIP cntitled "A Viewer's Perspective: Faces." 

Favorites: 
Sodexho entree: Coffee. 
Smell. I like minty smells and lilly of the yalley. 
Texture: Silk. 
Clllldhood toy: I had these really big sheets of difierent 

sizes and colors my mom made out of stretchy material that I 
could usc to make gowns, forts. etc. TIley were amazmg. 

Article of clothing: Dresses. 
Font: Futura 
Song: "I Could Never Be Your Woman" - Whitetown. 
Campus spot: Basement of the Chapel. 
Class at K: Grossman's Abnom131 Psychology. 
Professor(s): Sher Marie Ferrell. Ballet. 
Quote: "Every little thing is going to be all right" -Bob 

Marley, ''Three Little Birds." 

If you were an animal cracker, what would you be and 
why? Either a lion or a giraffe. Lions arc just cool. If I was a 
giraffe, I think that it would be easy to bite my head off. which 
isn't why 1 would want to be one, it's just what I picture when 
I tIllnk 0 f them. 
List three adjectives your friends would use to describe 
you: Sweet. independent, dangerous. 
List three adjectives you would use to describe yourself: 
Funny. creative, kind. 
What are your passions? Art. dance, anin13ls, fashion. Lake 
Superior, leillning. 
What brought you to K? 1 was going to go to an art school 
but I decidcd to come to K to get a broader education before 
I specialized in art. They also sent me a birthday card before 
other schools even sent me a letter. 
What is the best thing you've learned at K outside of 
class? TI1C first thing that comes to nnnd is not to always trust 
my teachers. 
If you could change one thing about the world, what would 
it be and why? I would probably make things more colorful 
and dcsign-oriented. Not just objects, but everything you sec 
would be more a\.'Sthetically pleasing. exceptionally pretty and 
colorful. 

--<ompilcd by Kate Boehm. E'l:ecutil'e Editor. 
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Senior Performances take Dalton 
By Holly Catherine Gillis 
Staff Writer 

Next 
the date 

weekend 
of the 

Senior Performance 

marks 
Spring 
Series. 

Interestingly. however, two 
juniors are the directors of the 
Series' plays. But that's just 
logistics. As Shakespere said, 
"What's in a nilll1e?" 

Paul Whitehouse will 
direct a one-act play entitled 
"Minnesota Moon." The plot 
centers around two young men, 
Alan and Larry, who are about 
to graduate from college. Set in 
1968, Alan and Larry deal with 
graduation, a fiiend going into 
the army, loss of loved ones, 
relationships with the opposite 
sex and the uncertainty of each 
of their futures. 

Alan, played by Andrew 
Dombos, K'09, is attending the 
University of Minnesota-Twin 
Cities in the fall. Whitehouse 
describes Alan as very 
approachable. He went on to 
say that the audience could 
relate to Ills ambition and desire 
to get out of a small town. 

Larry, played by Chris 
Simon, K'09, has ll13de 
the decision not to attend a 
university upon graduation. 
Whitehouse said the audience 
will be able to sympathize with 
the character and Ills fear of 
leaving. Larry faces the reality 
of "passing up opportunity" and 
following Ills passion for cars. 

Whitehouse explained 
why he chose this play. 

"After reading it, it [the 
play] unknowmgly made me 
reflect on a time in my life. It 
may force them [the audience] 
to reflect on a part of their lives 

Sophomores 
hearse for 
Whitehouse, 

Chris Simon and Andrew Dombus re-
"Minnesota Moon;' directed by junior Paul 
for this spring's senior performance series .. 

that they might not have if that 
hado't seen the play." 

This is Whitehouse's 
first time directing a one-act 
play, which he said has been a 
positive experience. 

"I really enjoyed the whole 
process," said Whitehouse. 
"You hit walls and you find out 
how to battle those." 

While Whitehouse's play 
is on the naturalism side of 
the spectrum, the department 
hopes to give audiences a full 
experience of theater with a 
darker one act piece entitled 
"The American Dream" 
directed by junior Whitney 
Shattuck. 

Shattuck described the 
playas a depiction of the typical 
American family that has gone 
way wrong. 

Shattuck chose the piece 
because she said she has always 
had a fascination with the author 
Edward Albee, whose style of 
writing she admires. 

The play focuses on five 
characters. Mommy and Daddy, 
played by Allie Semperer, 
K'09, and Wales Christian, 

K'10, respectively, have been 
married for 20 years. Mommy 
is a masoclllstic authoritarian 
who controls the flow of family 
dynamics, especially Daddy. 

Grandma, played by Emily 
Harpe, K'lO, is representative 
of the old American values of 
goodness and decency while 
Young Man, as played by J.P. 
Galvan, K' 10, symbolizes the 
new American values of greed 
and acquisition. 

Shattuck has high hopes 
about the way the audience will 
react to the material. 

"Itremindsstudentsourage 
in college that material goods 
aren't everything," Shattuck 
said. "It's about depending on 
the person you are and not the 
way you look." 

Shattuck said, "Paul and 
I are both really excited to 
be able to do this as juniors. 
We are lucky to be given this 
opportunity." 

All performances will be 
held in the Dungeon Theatre on 
May 4 and 5 at 8 p.m. and May 
6 at 2 p.m. General admission 
is $5 at the door. 

Remember and Celebrate 
Brandon Young was an incredible guitar player, but was always too shy to 

perform for more than a few close friends . Some of Brandon's closest friends 
are organizing a music event to celebrate his life on Tuesday, May 15 at 8 PM 

on the upper quad. We would like to especially encourage those musicians who 
normally do not sign up for Singer Song Writer Nights and other such events to 
find the courage to share a song. Please contact Chelsea Keenan at k03ckO 1 if 

you are interested in celebrating Brandon and all musicians. 
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Rally: Students and community win victory 
From Front 
since the EPA dumped in the Edison 
neighborhood in 1999, using the 
word "temporary." In April at an 
open panci discussion, the EPA 
revealed that this term was a legal 
term, meaning temporary until 
a scientifically proven way of 
disposing of the PCBs is found. 
Currently there IS no proven way to 
destroy the PCB , meaning residents 
who live in areas where they are 
dumped have no way of knowing 
how long they wlil be there. 

The EPA issued a one year 
moratorium on dumping III 

Kalamazoo but activists plan to 
work in Allegan County where more 
dumping could occur. 

"K College was kind of a 
microcosm of what the community 
was doing," Schindle said. 

Schindle characterized the 
community response as diverse and 
spontaneous. About 500 people 
turned out for a protest the Saturday 
before the EPA's decision. 

"People in the community were 
the majority mvolved in the protest," 
Said Schindle. 

Saturday 's protest changed 
the EPA's attitude, according to 
Schindle. Plans for the dumping 
pushed forward until the outpouring 
of protest increased. At the beginning 
of April , 200 to 300 citizens protested 
and community mobilization kept it 
growing. 

"It was really kind of an amazing 
collaborative effort," said Schindle. 

"There's definitely a conscious 
goal to avoid the not-in-my-backyard 
syndrome," Foley said. The community empowerment 

may extend toward cleaning up the 
PCBs already dumped at the Allied 
Paper Mill site, people that live in 
the Edison neighborhood hope to 
participate in the effort. Already a 
low socioeconomic area, the toxic 

The Kalamazoo River is the main source of the PCBs. The toxins are 
As for K College's contribution, 

students and faculty entrenched 
themselves in the fight against the 
PCBs. Arianna Schindle, K'08 
estimated about ten different groups 
on campus became involved. 

more concealed than this shot, taken near Marchall, implies. 1.4 tons 
of PCB-containing toxins were proposed to be dumped in Edison. 

dumping lowered property values. 
Now, the area could be turned into 
something the co=unity wants and 

needs such as a park or playground. 
"This was a small victory but it 

was a great victory," said Foley . . 

Education: Alums, students and faculty fight to save program 
From Front 
going to have access to this 
program. I want to make it 
accessible to them." 

Keyontay Humphries, 
K'08, leads the student 
movement to save the 
education department. 
Beginning this week, 
Humphries and other 
concerned students have 
petitions circulating. Also, 
Humphries and Chris 
Hoekstra, K'08, want an 
audience with the president 
to try to dissuade her from 
phasing out the department 
they love. At a meeting last 
week, Humphries talked with 
first-years and sophomores 
who wanted to challenge the 
college's decision. 

"The trustees think the 
education department isn't 
good for statistics because 
teachers don't go on to 
graduate study but it's one 
of the only programs at K 
that graduates people ready 

for a job," said Humphries. 
"The school should be proud 
of that." 

Numbers of education 
majors dwindled in the past 
few years, with only seven or 
eight graduating in the class 
of 2008 but with the threat 
that the education department 
would be phased out, less 
students are enrolling in the 
courses they may not be able 
to use or get credit for, said 
Humphries. 

Under the current 
education curriculum, each 
student graduating completed 
requirements for a major, 
minor and the concentration 
in education. The curriculum 
required an education 
department SIP and nearly 
I 00 hours of classroom 
experience. Students received 
certification in one of three 
area s-de ve 10 pmen tal, 
professional, or social 
studies. The social studies 
sequence is particularly 

rigorous, requiring a major, 
minor and two classes 
from each of the following 
d ep artm e n t s-h i s to ry, 
political science, economics, 
and geography. 

"1 want to be a teacher 
and I think there's a need for 
more teachers and a higher 
caliber of teachers," said 
Humphries, who will be 
certified through K. 

Bonfiglio echoed 
Humphries sentiments, "God 
knows we need help with 
education. We need people 
who are devoted to teaching 
and devoted to learning. K 

students are well-equipped 
to do that." 

After the class of '08 
graduates, no more teachers 
will be certified by K. 
Opt~ons for potential teachers 
remain. An agreement 
between K and Michigan 
State University allows 
for teacher certification 
but only after additional 
schooling, usually two years 
without the bestowment of 
a Master's degree. Another 
alternative to completing a 
teaching degree exists in an 
agreement between K and 
the University of Michigan. 

K students complete an 
intensive 12-month program 
if admitted. Spaces in the 
University of Michigan's 
program are limited. 

"I think there's no 
question at all of the 
importance of saving the 
education department I think 
the question was financing 
the budget. The key is 
getting people talking about 
the department again and 
then we can talk about the 
actual physical details. But 
I think we're on a roll. It's 
a step by step process," said 
Hoekstra. 

Remember and Celebrate 
Brandon Young was an incredible guitar player, but was always too shy to 

perform for more than a few close friends. Some of Brandon's closest friends 
are organizing a music event to celebrate his life on Tuesday, May 15 at 8 PM 

on the upper quad. We would like to especially encourage those musicians who 
normally do not sign up for Singer Song Writer Nights and other such events to 
find the courage to share a song. Please contact Chelsea Keenan at k03ckO I if 

you are interested in celebrating Brandon and all musicians. 
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..... Hans Juntunen 
This photo documentation of Michigan's Ke
weenaw Peninsula is about my experiences of 
going home. Growing up for five years in the 
Keweenaw and returning there this year, the proj
ect is meant to capture the places, people, events, 
and memories that were part of my childhood and 
the summer of 2006. 
Exhibition: Fall quarter, 2006 

..... Anastasia Wright 
For my SIP I chose record, map, and repre

sent three-dimensionally very small sections of 
the World Wide Web. For example, the dowels in 
the pictured piece represent hyperlinks connect
ing each external htrnI document that is listed in 
the Wikipedia definition of Complex Systems. 
By rendering this raw data concrete, I found the 
forms interesting in and of themselves. 
Exhibition: Week 2, Spring 

.... Maris Toland 
For my SIP, I wanted to take a deep look at the 
form and function of cups. The cup is one of the 
most intimate objects a potter can make, with 
many different technical and aesthetic. details to 
consider. Through my work, I have gained in
sight into the complexity of form that exists even 
in cups. 
Exhibition: Week 2, Spring 

Erin Stockdale 
In designing and constructing a womenswear 
spring collection, I would like to openly illustrate 
my influences from more traditional fine art me
diums such as painting, watercolor and photogra
phy, while still maintaining attractive silhouettes 
that are conscious of the female figure. 
Exhibition: Winter Quarter, 2007 

200 

Nicole Ritchie 
It was a goal of the work to give a "nod" of re
spect to traditional craft, the importance of which 
can be forgotten in the light of designer names, 
mass-production and consumerism. I am also 
interested in the values we reinforce as a culture 
when we choose to support local artists and crafts
men instead of mass-produced, factory art. 
Exhibition: Week 3, Spring 

The Index Features 

..... Kajsa Stolberg 
I felt a need to document the art that I see in the 
simple things in life, like these straw hats. In many 
of the images I found a strong sense of tradition 
present even without human figures. I showed 
that a living society can be photographed without 
being seen and still convey a sense of their pres
ence. 
Exhibition: Week 1, Spring 

..... Jane Clifford 
Assume to meet American strangers. What 

culture is associated with each character? What 
language or religion does each character repre
sent? Has American national mentality been illus
trated? Consider a co-worker, a colleague, a next 
door neighbor, a peer, or a fnend, how would they 
be generalized? How do strangers perceive you? 
Are stereotypes influencing the marginalization 
of Americans? 
Exhibition: Week 3, Spring 
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.... Joanna N.Y. Lundberg 
I am interested in exploring the boundaries be
tween technology and the human body as they 
are increasingly revealed as tenuous, shifting, 
and unstable. Increasingly penetrated by technol
ogy, we may no longer conceive of the body as a 
closed system. Through these works, I attempt to 
challenge assumptions about the organic vs. the 
artificial, interiority vs. exteriority, and the body 
vs. the artifact. 
Exhibition: Week 4, Spring 

It is the nature of art SIPs to 
sometimes go unnoticed. There 
is no large symposium, or con
densed celebration. Thus, it was 
the intent of this spread to give 
the campus a br" ef glimpse of 
what art majors have already 
accomplished, and what is still 
to come this spring. 

.... Will Walkington 
These paintings explore two-dimensional im

ages on a three-dimensional surface, the hemisphere. 
They invite the viewer to not only seek the correct 
perspective of the image, but to walk around, and 
experience the changes in shape that cannot be ex
perienced through a traditionally flat format. 
Exhibition: Week 7, Spring 

.... Beth 10hnson 
In my work I investigate the identity of the 

modem city. and identify the urban experience as 
one of flow, current and paths. I seek to illus
trate the human submission to the circuitry of the 
urban system through the mapping of complex, 
layered networks of humans and their goods. 
Exhibition: Week 5, Spring 

Hannah Malyn 
Re-Conceptions is a show about the role of wom
en in art, both as artists and as subjects. The goal 
of my show is to make people question what they 
have been taught. I want to cause people to think 
twice about their preconceptions by confronting 
them with them. 
Exhibition: Week 6, Spring 

.... Melinda Savic 
The works, both charcoal and painting, deal with 
representation of Latin America as seen through 
the eyes of the artist. There are ten pieces alto

gether. 
Exhibition: Week 8, Spring 
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Michelle Hauk: 
In this series of paintings I attempt to capture 
the four-dimensional world of dance in a two
dimensional art form by painting the energy 
of movement in the Polish Mazurka from the 
ballet Coppelia. My goal has been to create 
a visual image of the dancer's and audience's 
experience of the dance by diagramming the 
energy of the dancers' interacting paths and 
movements. 
Exhibition: Week 5, Spring 

Elizabeth Szczesny 
The duplication of the image in roughly compli
mentary color schemes and contrasting material 
- acrylic used in thick, opaque layers and water
color used in thin, translucent layers - references 
the disparate convergence of views towards a site 
possessed by everyone who currently inhabits the 
space. 
Exhibition: Week 6, Spring 

Zachary Dean Norman 
Kite Aerial Photography: Defamiliarization 
Through Distance 
I used a kite to propel a camera to up to 300 ft. 
above the Earth. These photographs are meant to 
capture the Earth from a perspective rarely seen 
by humans in an attempt to emphasize the beauty 
and uniqueness of our planet in a vast universe. 
Exhibition: Week 9, Spring 
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Bezdek and Debs found Waldo, and he was drunk 
By Matt Bezdek and Kevin Debs 
Pub Crawlers 

Waldo's Campus Tavern might not 
own pint glasses. They might not own 
wine glasses, or highball glasses or 
lowball glasses or tumblers or brandy 
snifters. To be honest, I think they do, but 
they have found a more efficient method 
to deliver alcohol straight to the liver of a 
college student: The Pitcher. 

on getting you, and at least half your 
friends, completely drunk. Which makes 
it doubly unfortunate that it takes a full 
twenty-minute wait at the bar in order to 

some old couches that look like they were 
nicked from an old donn lounge. We 
might have lingered here all night, and 
maybe order some of those nachos that 

and might have had the same alcoholic 
lure that it does now, because my parents 
remember few details about the bar. My 
Mother says there were plastic grapes 

receive a drink. 
After waiting in line 

at the door, and haggling 
WIth a ouuncer about the 
legitimacy of vanous 
fomlS of ill, Matt and I 
pressed ourselves agarnst 
the crowed bar. We 
waited, trymg to edge our 
arms through the crowd, 
straining for eye contact 
with a selver. Matt even 
tried a complex flanking 
manouver, but to no 
avail. After a while, 
we gave up and headed 
downstairs where there 

hanging around, and 
though Matt and I didn't 
see any in Waldo's, the bar 
still maintains that level·of 
class. 

I'm sure most of you are aware of 
Pitcher Night, held almost every Thursday 
down at Waldo's. Either you've been, 
and swilled several pitchers yourself, or 
you've heard rumours circulating around 
the keg line at your local house party. 
Rumours of a magical land where liquor 
comes by the gallon and with two straws. 
But, Matt and I are specially trained in 
this art we call drinking, so we thought 
we would share some of our detailed 
observations. 

First, a word about efficiency. Why 
give the patrons a pitcher of alcohol and 
glasses? They are just going to drink all 
that alcohol anyway-why waste time 
pouring it into pretty little glasses. There 
might as well be a sign above the bar 
reading: "Tip back your mullet, straight 
to the gullet!" Waldo's clearly intends 

was still a line at the bar, 
but a much smaller one. 

Downstairs Waldo's 

Eventually Matt and 
I get a couple pitchers of 
Long Island Ice tea, and 
we saunter around the bar 
sippmg the booze through 
our straws. As an added 
challenge to its incbnated 
patrons the floor plan of 
Waldo's includes many 
a raised step or alcove. 
There are pool tables 
located at one side of 
the room, and darts at 
the other. In between, a 
man sold bottles of beer 

Waldo's has two atmospheres for patrons to enjoy: a relaxed 
downstairs and a packed upstairs on Thursday's Pitcher Night. 

is a bar of a different from a cooler, for those 
without the patience to wait at the bar. 
Every so often someone might yell, "I 
graduated!" followed by a chorus of 
cheers and shouts. "TIlls is how VIkings 
drank," I said to Matt and he nodded, 
Norsely. 

volume. Everything's much quieter, and 
makes a nice place for a few friends to 
get together. Here they offer Stella Artois 
and Newcastle (my favourite) on tap 
and comfortable bootl1S with pleasant 
overhead lights. There's a fireplace and 

looked so good at the next booth over, but 
duty called, and we still needed to have 
Pitchers of our own to properly review 
Waldo's, so we headed on back upstairs. 

Back when my parents attended 
Western, Waldo's was called Gaspers, 

Counseling Corner: Mindfulness-The Art of Meditation 
By Doree Lipson, lMSW 
Contributor: Counseling Center 

The practice of 
mindfulness is an invitation 
to a more vibrant and fully 
experienced life. It is a rarity 
for people to be completely 
present in their mind, body, 
and emotional experiences. 
So many people walk through 
their days imagining what they 
will do in an hour or reflecting 
on something they did or didn't 
do well. Why is this? What is 
so intimidating or off-putting 
to make us experience our lives 
through the filter of fantasies of 
the future and memories and 
judgments of the past rather than 
a finn rooting in the present? 
The Buddha believed that these 
actions were part of our human 
quest to escape suffering; the 
first noble truth that he taught 
connects all of our experiences 

in this lifc. By allowing our 
minds to stay distracted by 
coveting what we would like 
more of or pushing away what 
frightens us, the belief is that 
we will protect ourselves from 
this kind of pain. But in fact, 
the opposite occurs. It is only 
through accepting our lives as 
they are that we begin to feel 
suffering fade. 

Meditation is the practice 
of spending your time in the 
present moment. Through the 
two-pronged development of 
concentration and mindfulness, 
people are able to embody 
their lives with greater 
awareness and compassion. 
Concentration is the ability to 
focus on one thing, whether 
it is reading your chapters for 
class, putting a brush through 
your hair, or counting your in 
and out breatl1S in meditation. 
The hallmark of concentration 

is developing stability of 
mind through harnessing and 
watching our often scattered 
mental experience. Mindfulness 
on the other hand is the ability 
to be aware of what is going on 
around you as it occurs. You 
can be mindful without coming 
to conclusions, constructing 
judgments, or engaging in 
fantasies. Mindfulness helps 
us to see the pure and untainted 
reality of our lives without 
adding anything extra. Sitting in 
silent meditation allows people 
to develop these two important 
skills. Watching the breath come 
in through your nose and leave 
through your mouth, feeling 
the physical experience of your 
body sitting in a charr or on a 
cushion - these tasks bring you 
closer to experiencing reality in 
the moment, as it occurs. 

Mindfulness is not just 
found in sitting meditation. 

Many people experience what 
Mihaly Csikszentrnihalyi 
called "flow" while engaging 
m actiVIties like running, 
gymnastics, skiing, and artistic 
endeavors like painting and 
ceramics. When participating 
in an activity that engages a 
person as both a challenge and 
requires some degree of skill, 
the likelihood of experiencing 
this "flow" is strong. What flow 
translates into is an engagement 
of concentration and 
mindfulness for a completely 
present and awake experience 
of life. 

B.Alan Wallace states "it is 
often the case that whatever we 
are doing, be it sitting, walking, 
standing, or lying [down], the 
mind is frequently disengaged 
from the immediate reality 
and is instead absorbed in 
compulsive conceptualization 
about the future or past. While 

we are walking, we think 
about arriving, and when we 
arrive, we think about leaving. 
When we are eating, we think 
about the dishes and as we 
do the dishes, we think about 
watching television. TIlls is 
a weird way to run a mind." 
The point of meditation is to 
increase our ability to walk 
when we are walking, to arrive 
when we are arriving, and 
to eat when we are eating, to 
be entirely engaged in the 
experience we have as we are 
having it. This ability brings 
people great satisfaction and 
feelings of connectedness. If 
you are interested in learning 
more about meditation, there 
is a weekly silent meditation 
on Tuesdays at 6pm in Stetson 
Chapel. If you have further 
questions, feel free to contact 
Doree Lipson at doreeg@k.zoo. 
edu. 
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Reflection: Day of Silence 
By Jaclyn Sanders 
Opinions Editor 

It was strange, interacting 
with people last Wednesday. 
Some dropped their voices to 
nearly a whisper, while 
others suddenly spoke 
louder, as if to fill an empty 
space. I merely observed 
this, saving my remarks for 
later. Wednesday was the 
National Day of Silence, 
and I was mute for the day. 

The National Day of 
Silence is a nationwide 
youth movement in which 
students from middle school 
through college protest 

into Olds-Upton for class, I was 
struck with doubt- what if I'd 
gotten the day wrong? Or if no 
one else was participating? 

A quick check reassured 
me that it was in fact the right 

wittily said "Hey, Jaclyo's not 
talking! Let's ask her hard 
questions!" ... nice try, but you 
missed the point of my silence. 

The feeling of isolation that 

by not speaking during 
school hours. This ritual 
silencing is intended to raise 
awareness for the effective 
silencing of gays, lesbians, 
bisexuals, and transsexuals, 
and to express a desire for 
acceptance and equal rights. 
lbis was its eleventh year, and 
dayofsilence.org estimates that 
hundredsofthousandsofstudents 
participated nationwide. 

Photo/file 
Students on K's campus joined oth
ers around the country in Day of Silence. 

came along with the inability to 
communicate is the essence 
of the Day of Silence. By 
dropping from hearing 
for a day, you force a hole 
into others' experiences, 
which opens up discussion 
about the similar gaps 
in communication that 
are experienced by those 
marginalized in society. 
Perhaps a few hours of 
silence doesn't equal 
empathy towards those who 
are so regularly suppressed, 
but the feeling of pressure 
lifting at the end of that 
symbolic silence is one we 
should seek to spread to the 
oppressed. 

The only issue I saw 
withtheDayofSilencehere 

is that it was underobserved. 
In my normal day, I came 
across only one other Day 
of Silence participant. Such 
small visibility will not make 
changes, and if we want the 
same effect on our campus that 
occurs elsewhere, people have 
to step up and be unafraid to 
protest. 

Although I've always 
admired my friends who 
participated, this was my first 
year doing the Day of Silence, 
and I approached it with a bit 
of trepidation. When I came 

day, and I headed off to class. 
Luckily, both of my Wednesday 
classes are lecture-based, so I had 
no problems with my professors. 
However, some of my peers 
took my uncharacteristic silence 
as an opportuni ty to try and get 
under my skin. I won't name 
any names, but to the physics! 
mathematics major who so 

World Night: Study abroad at K 
From Front 
and students who have recently 
returned from study abroad who 
have learned the street versions 
of these dances firsthand. Rather 
than in a theatre watching a 
group of trained professionals 
doing their traditional routine, 
you feel like you are actually 
there because these students 
know what the true dancing is 
like, expressing the heart and 
soul of the various cultures. 

A few outside groups will 
takethestage, too,includingAsia 
Fest's Taiko drummers. From 
the Kalamazoo community, 
Cloggers and Chinese dancers 
will be performing Saturday as 
well. 

"A combination of 

student choreographers and 
professional groups have put a 
lot of effort into representing 
cultural dances from around the 
world," says Chase. Featuring 
dances from Spain, Argentina, 
Ireland, India, and more, the 
show is packed fuJI of "high 
energy street dances from 
around the world. That's what 
makes it unique," according to 
Cassily. 

When students "go abroad 
and people are dancing ... 
[they'll] at least not [be] in 
shock," says Cassily. Students 
considering study abroad can 
come see what real dancing 
is like for kids from all over, 
while those students who are 
not awaiting a study-abroad 

experience can appreciate what 
the teenage and young-adult 
cultures are like outside of the 
U.S. 

Cassily, in several dances 
herself, promises that the show 
is packed full of energy. Tickets 
will be sold in the library all 
week, $2 per student and $4 per 
adult, so, hurry because there's 
only one show for this gamut 
of thrilling dances. When 
asked what dances will be the 
most exciting to see, Chase 
responded, "It is all exciting!" 
He added, "Students at K 
College always show a great 
deal of interest when it comes to 
cross-culturallearning, and this 
year's show will not disappoint 
its audience." 
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Artist Dine on display 
By Jillian McLaughlin 
Staff Writer 

Artist Jim Dine's collaborations with the Arion 
Press reside in the rare book room as the spring 
display. 

Dine is a contemporary Renaissance man, 
exemplary in painting, sculpting, photography, 
poetry and more. The display showcases the breadth 
of his talents. Each of the ten books features various 
mediums in black and white commissioned by the 
Arion Press. 

"He is an artist who has worked in many 
mediums·--performance art, poetry. He's very 
diverse," said Paul Smithson, Associate Director of 
the Library. "He is an important American artist who 
has worked in a wide variety of mediums using a 
wide variety of techniques. I find it fascinating just 
to see the diversity. Just like an artist like Picasso he 
worked in oil and ceramics and lithographs." 

The Arion Press. located in San Francisco, 
specializes in limited fine editions. First commissioning 
Dine in 1982, he collaborated ten times, his last work 
in 1997. Every publication Dine did with the Arion 
Press is featured in the display. 

Dine's first work with the Arion Press interpreted 
the last book of the New Testament, Revelations and 
his last two works were selections by Henry James. 

Works by Frank O'Hara, Sigmund Freud and poet 
Czeslaw Milosz feature prominently in the display. 

The third project was one of the first blockbusters 
produced from the press, an edition of the poem by John 
Ashbery entitled "Self-portrait 111 a convex mirror:' 
The poem references a self-portrait by Paramigiano, a 
painter, where his image reflects from a convex mirror 
Dine contributed his own self-portrait. "Self-portrait 
in a Convex Mirror" printed 150 copies and proves 
to be one of the more intriguing pieces of the exhibit 
because the pages are all cut circularly and unbound. 
The words of the poem are written around in a spiral. 

Other items spark interest. Owner Andrew Hoyem 
wrote poetry and in 1987 he and Dine published 
their poetry in two volumes working together on the 
illustrations. 

"It's just interesting to see the way a single artist 
has worked in a span of years," Smithson said. 

Students of many interests and backgrounds may 
find the display of interest. 

"Anybody who has done the printmaking class 
or who is in the American art class, Twentieth 
Century Art, would find it of particular interest," said 
Smithson. 

Some of the works appeal to literature students 
because of the caliber of such authors as Henry James 
and Czeslaw Milosz. 

Dine's display lasts through May 10 and can 
be seen by appointment or on Monday, Tuesday or 
Thursday from 1-3 p.m. 

.. 

• 
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Men's tennis captures MIAA title 
Women s tennis shares MIAA title, but falls in final championship match 
By Brad Brinkman 
Staff Writer 

Men's Tennis 

The Kalamazoo College men's 
tennis team lived up to its number 
one seeding and the expectations of 
its proud tradition by winning its 
691h consecutive MIAA men's tennis 
tournament. 

In the first year of a new MIAA 
tournament format, the l~ague 

champion was determined by a 
bracket of team dual matches. The 
Hornets breezed though the regular 
season with a perfect 
league record, earning 
a first-round bye by 
clinching the number 
one seed. 

Tim Hubbard both highlighted this 
singles sweep with dominating 6-
0, 6-0 performances agaInst their 
opponents. 

The semifinal victory pitted the 
Hornets in a championship match 
against Calvin College at noon the 
following day on the campus of 
tournament host, Albion College. 
This time the Hornets took an early 
lead by winning two of the three 
doubles points, as two teams of 
classmates joined for the doubles 
victories. Seniors Drew Brown and 
Marker took the no. 2 doubles point 
8-4 and freshmen Jason Brown and 

Cyrus Jaden won 8-
3 at no. 3 doubles. 
The Hornets won 
five of the six singles 
bouts to take the 
MlAA tournament 
championship with 
a 7-2 victory over 
the Knights. Brown 
and senior Alec 
Kempster each 

Kalamazoo was 
given an early scare 
in their first match-up 
of the tournament, a 
semi-final bout against 
the Hope College 
Dutchmen last Friday. 
Hope looked poised to 
pull off a monumental 
upset after taking two 
of the three doubles 
points to begin the 
match. With the 

Photo/kzoo.edu 
Senior Luke Marker had 
a singles sweep against 
Hope College last Friday. 

earned berths on the 
All-MIAA First Team 
for their individual 
prowess, while the 
play of Hubbard and 
Jaden garnered All
MlAA Second Team 

weight of their nearly seven-decade 
long record on their shoulder, 
the Hornets managed to regroup 
themselves by sweeping all six of 
their singles matches in straight 
sets to emerge with a 7-2 victory. 
Senior Luke Marker and junior 

recognition. 
The tournament victory 

clinches an automatic berth in an 
NCAA Regional on May 5 and May 
6 at a site yet to be determined. The 
Hornets will take a 17-10 record 
into the national tournament. 

Women's Tennis 

After an incredibly successful 
regular season the Kalamazoo 
College women's tennis team fell 
just one point short 
of winning the MlAA 
Tournament and 
clinching the league 
title outright. 

The Hornets 
entered the tournament 
with a number one 
seeding after finishing 
the league season 
undefeated, and in 
their early matches 
proved worthy of their 
high billing. 

were faced with a much higher caliber 
competition. In fact, it seemed early 
on as if the Kalamazoo team was 
no match for the Britons as they 
dropped all three doubles matches 

to fall into a 3-0 hole. 

Against Alma 
College, their first 
round opponent last 
Friday, Kalamazoo 

Freshman Beau Wangtrakul
dee was named W-MVP at 
the AIl-MIAA Conference. 

Needing to win five of 
six singles matches, 
the Hornets went to 
work. Wangtrakuldee, 
Zuhlke, senior Megan 
Fink, and sophomore 
Smitha Gudipati 
all earned singles 
points for Kalamazoo 
with remarkable 
performances under 
pressure. In the end, 
however, the hole that 
the Hornets had dug 
for themselves was 
just too much to climb 
out of. Needing one 

eased to a 5-0 victory. The Hornets 
won all three doubles matches, and 
then first-year Beau Wangtrakuldee 
dispatched her opponent 6-0, 6-0 at 
no. I singles and sophomore Lindsay 
Zulhke won 6-0, 6-2 at no. 5 singles 
to clinch the team a berth in the next 
round. 

The Hornets were met with little 
resistance once again in the second
round against Calvin, as they scored 
another easy 5-0 win. After another 
doubles sweep, Wangtrakuldee 
earned another impressive 6-0, 
6-0 victory at no. 1 singles for 
Kalamazoo. 

In the championship ma~ch 

against Albion College, the Hornets 

last singles point, Kalamazoo lost 
a crucial match at no. 4 singles in 
a tie-breaker. By just one point in 
the tie-breaking set, the Hornets' 
postseason hopes were put to rest. 

While the loss prevents 
Kalamazoo from earning an automatic 
berth in NCAA postseason play, they 
still won a share of this season's 
MIAA title by winning the regular 
season. Additionally, the Hornets 
earned some impressive individual 
recognition as Wangtrakuldee was 
named co-MVP of the conference 
as a first-year and senior Megan 
Fink capped off her great career at 
Kalamazoo with All-MIAA First 
Team honors. 

Men's Ultimate team has a rough weekend, prepares for nationals 
By Kassie Johnston 
Staff Writer 

Last weekend the men's 
Frisbee team traveled to 
Illinois to play four games at 
Regionals for the Great Lakes 
region. The Ultimate Buzz 
qualified for the tournament 
by earning themselves a spot 
as one of the top 16-seeded 
teams from rIlinois, Michigan, 
Indiana, and Ohio. 

Competing against 

schools several times the size 
of K, the team finished 15!h at 
the tournament. Despite this 
adversity the team expected 
a better performance out of 
themselves. Senior captain 
Kyle Shelton expressed the 
team's disappointment: "The 
weekend was not what we 
wanted it to be .... We didn't 
play the game we know we 
could and lost because of it." 

The team finished 1-3 
on Saturday. "We know we 

played well below our ability 
and I think that that is what 
we are most disappointed 
in," Shelton said. The Buzz 
suffered losses to Wheaton 
College andDivision I schools 
Miami of Ohio and Dayton 
University before facing off 
against the University of 
Chicago in their last game. 
The team was able to regroup 
themselves, bouncing back to 
slaughter Chicago 11-5. 

Kalamazoo expects 

to uphold their winning 
ambitions for their final 
tournament In the last 
weekend of May for the 
Division III Nationals. With 
a bitter taste in their mouth 
from last weekend, the team 
expects to do much better at 
Nationals and knows they 
have the talent to do so. "We 
are going to keep practicing 
hard for that tournament 
and hopefully show that our 
team is much better than 

the results we posted this 
weekend -which I know we 
are," Shelton said. 

Shelton added, "I think 
that this past weekend 
showed us a lot of things 
that we still need to improve 
and that it will certainly 
serve as motivation for 
that tournament, where we 
hope to have much better 
results, and factor into 
the final outcome of the 
tournament. " 
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Take 
Back the 
Night 
By Nora Seilheimer 
Staff Writer 

Take Back the Night, 
an annual event fighting 
violence against women 
sponsored by POWER, 
was loud and clear 
Tuesday night, both on 
campus and through the 
streets of downtown 
Kalamazoo. 

Maybe you were 
looking out the window 
at Beaner's wondering 
why there were so many 
people - most of whom 
were sporting blue T
shirts - gathered at the 
steps of the Fine Arts 
Building. Maybe you 
were sitting in your dorm 
room, beckoned to your 
window by the soft echo 
of clanking pots and 
pans and women's voices 
chanting. Perhaps you 
were one your way out of 
Dow and wondered what 
those men seated in a 
circle were discussing or 
maybe you were taking 
a stroll through Bronson 
Park to see a circle of 
women, each with a lit 
candle in front of them. 

You might have 
your own reason for not 
attending. Maybe you 
didn't have the time 
or perhaps you don't 
know what Take Back 
the Night means. Yet, 
many students expressed 
a collection of reasons 
why they wanted to be a 
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Building Blocks, part K sociology course, part community-enrichment 
abies students to get off campus and help the residents of the larger 

Photo/ Sara Whalen 
program, en

Kalamazoo area. 

Pop the bubble! 
Building Blocks provides community empowerment, anually 
By Julie Knopp 
Staff Writer 

Saturday, May 5, kicked 
off the first of three Building 
Blocks 2007 work weekends, 
inviting all K students to 
"pop the bubble" and engage 
in community outreach. 

Building Blocks 
Community Organizing 
Practicum, a community
enrichment program led by 
Dr. Kim Cummings, IS a 
class that meets once a week 
to explore issues like civic 
engagement and community 
organization. 

"The class engages 
students in an adventure 
of citizenship," Cummings 
said. "Students take 
the responsibility for 
organizing the residents of 
low and moderate-income 
neighborhoods to form lasting 

networks to deal with street 
level problems. Students 
are organizing residents to 
become citizens at the same 
time as the students are 
themselves becoming more 
active citizens." 

Building Blocks uses 
neighborhood fix-.up and 
beautification projects, like 
repamng windows and 
painting houses, as a vehicle 
to generate social capital. 

"We have developed a 
formula," Cummings said. 
"Well-trained students plus 
neighborhood appointed 
supervisor plus $6000 per site 
(funded by the neighborhood 
association of Kalamazoo) 
equals a high potential for 
street-level social capital and 
for street-level connections 
that enable people to work 
collectively. It took us a while 
to find this formula." 

Building Blocks began 
as an extra-curricular project 
in the spring of 1995 with 
only two pilot sites and three 
students. Today, it is a for
credit sociology course with 
nine sites and 27 students. 

On the work days, 
Building Blocks students 
arrive at their neighborhood 
sites at 7:30 a.m. to make 
sure all materials and meals 
are prepared. Students 
eat breakfast with the 
neighborhood residents, 
and then they work on 
neighborhood fix-up projects 
until 4 p.m. 

"(Building Blocks) 
requires a lot of commitment 
to the neighborhood and to the 
residents. It's a lot of time," 
said Jessica Messerschmidt 
K'IO. 

Students face vanous 
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Students 
rally for 
ethnic 
studies 
program 
By Chelsea Phelps 
Executive Editor 

Standing before a 
crowd of over 30 people 
with nothing but a 
microphone, a single amp, 
and a mission, minority 
students on campus tried to 
rally some support from the 
K College community for 
an ethnic studies program 
last Thursday. 

Students took turns at 
the microphone speaking 
about their backgrounds, 
good and bad experiences 
at K, and the issue of 
identity, something that 
several spoke of not having 
to face until coming to K. 
Every person who spoke 
cited the absolute need for 
the college to provide an 
ethnic studies programs 
for these voices on campus 
that feel they are silenced 
in most classrooms. 

Senior Kelsay Meyers 
of the Asian American 
Student Organization 
said that an ethnic studies 
program is needed on 
this campus because 
many minority students 
are struggling with the 
general programs K offers. 
According to Meyers, 
the college does not take 
responsibility for providing 
resources for minority 
students. Meyers said that 
there are several colleges of 
> >Ethnic Studies: Page 3 
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KATE'S PEOPLE 
Name: JoAnna Lewis. K'07 
Mood: Warmly mellow. 
Birthday: July 25. 1985. 
Hometown: Aurora, IL 
Residence: Trow 226. 
Studies: Major in English, cre
ative writing concentration, mi
nor in religion. 
Gasses: Advanced Fiction, 
Advanced Creative Nonfiction, 
Intermediate Poetry. 
Activities: The Midnight Out

door Bocce League, Mail Hut Queen, Cauldron Fiction Staff, 
FacMan, Play Selection Advisory Committee, Official Fish 
Hydrator of Spring Fling 2007. 
K Plan: SIP was a nonfiction-y analysis of gender roles and 
relation.~bips in animated Disney films. 

Favorites: 
Sodexho entree: Pieroges, without a doubt. 
Smell: Baking things, clean laundry or summertime smel1s. 

like rain. flowers and baked vegetation. 
Texture: Walking barefoot on the bricks on Academy. 
Article of clothing: I'm a big fan of the leggings. I love 

them. And they've been my favorite since I was about seven. 
I'm so glad they're back. Welcome back. leggings. 

Song: "Special Needs," --Placebo. 
Canlpus spot: During warm weather, the hil1 in front of 

Mandel1e. The lawn isn't cut as nicely and you can wallow in 
the long grass. It's a good place to eat ice creanl. 

Class at K: Gail Griffin's Creative Nonfiction. but it's so 
hard to say. I love creative writing workshops. 

Professor(s): All the creative writing professors, Todd Es
peland, Theater, and, of course, Waldemar Schmeichel. 

Quote: "A lover has to be chosen from soul craving." -
Clarissa Pinkola Estes. 

H you were an animal cracker, what would you be and 
why? Probably a hippo. They are so friendly and round as 
a cracker and they have these little dimples ... I really like the 
hippo dimples. Plus, that's really fun to say out loud. 
List three adjectives your friends would use to describe you: 
Loud, loyal, aggressive. 
List three adjectives you would use to describe vourself: 
Loud, funny, tolerant. . 
What are your passions? Writing. bocce. weather 
What brought you to K? It was the place that accepted me. 
But also the Mail Hut. 
What is the best thing you've learned at K outside of class'! 
To find a balance between thinking too much and thinking 
enough about certain things. 
H you could change one thing about the world, what would 
it be and why? Maybe that everyone could just be paid to do 
what they love. I think too many people have really crappy jobs 
and end up being miserable. But maybe that's because I've 
been thinkmg too much about career paths lately. 

. <:ompiled bv Kate Boehm, Executive Editor. 

The Index On the Quad 

Blocks: Connecting campus and city 
From Front 
challenges throughout 
the project, from door-to-

acting as catalysts for what 
the residents want to do 
with their neighborhoods," 

reliant. I think that's the way 
we should be going about 
systemic change, from the 

door recruiting ,------------------. ground up." 
to facilitating 
meetings with 
people two and 
three times their 
age. Students have 
to mediate serious 
disagreements and 
conflicts, and they 
must dedicate a 
great deal time 
to coordinating 
and implementing 
work days. 

Anneka Goss 
K'IO said the 
challenges run 

Similarly, 
Cummings said 
the project is 
indispensable. 
"Grass-roots 
organization at 
this level is critical 
for the discovery 
of new leaders 
and maintaining 
organizational 
capacity," he said. 

Although Dr. 
Cummings will be 
retired next year, 
he will continue 
to instruct the 
Building Blocks 
course. "I'm 
committed to 

deeper than simply 
a substantial time 
commitment. 
"We have to bond 
with these people 
enough so that 
they can trust us 
to work on their 

Photo/Sara Whalen 
Students paint while volunteering for Building Blocks 

keeping the project 
going," he said. 
"I'm convinced 
it's important for in a Kalamazoo neighborhood this past weekend. 

homes," she said. "We've 
met a lot of resistance. We're 
mostly white, we're rich, 
we're young, and for some 
of us, there's a language 
barrier." 

"Gaining people's trust 
in four weeks can be hard," 
Andrew Grayson K' I 0 said. 
"They're really suspicious of 
you and why you're giving 
them money." 

Emily Adelstein K' 10 
volunteered for a Building 
Blocks shift last weekend. 
"It was really cool to see 
what they've been doing for 
the past weeks and to see the 
relationships they've formed 
with the residents," she said. 

Goss asserts that 
Building Blocks is unique 
from the bulk of volunteer 
organizations and non-profit 
groups, The project seeks 
to provide resources that 
empower the neighborhoods 
to unite and generate 
advancement in the ways that 
the residents themselves want 
to see change . 

"We as students are 

Goss said. When they work 
together they can change 
things. They don't have to be 

our students, for the college 
and its relationship with the 
city. " 

Colorado College Summer Session 2007 

-Over 60 courses in over 30 departments 

-Experiential learning throughout the American 
Southwest and across the globe including 
Argentina, Honduras,Spain,ltaly,Japan,and the Arctic 

-Dance, music, voice, 
taught by nationally 
professionals 

drama, and film intensives 
and internationally known 
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Sexual assault policy, strategic plan discussed at student forum 
By lisa Phillips 
Staff Writer 

Students from each class gathered 
on Wednesday, May 2, to discuss 
important campus issues at this spring's 
Student Forum, an event organized by 
Student Commission. 

Issues relating to sexual 
assault were prominent topics of 
discussion, as several students raised 
questions about the administration's 
procedures for reported sexual assaults 
on campus. 

Students complained 
of miscommunications within 
security regarding reported 
incidents, particularly the lack of 
notification to sexual assault victims 
about upcoming procedures followed 
by the school. 

Also, panelists discussed the 
resources available to victims for 
counseling and recovery, as students 
called for a new on-campus staff 
member specifically designated to 
handle the repercussions of sexual 
assault incidents. 

Both Director of Security Tim 
Young and Dean of Students Sarah 
Westfall reaffirmed the gravity and 

importance the college places on sexual 
assault reports, and a commitment 
to making proceedings clear and 
straightforward for everyone. 

Young also talked of a new link 
from Security's homepage, allowing 
any K student to view all security 
incidents responded to on-campus, 
including all reported sexual assaults. 

In other campus news, President 
EileenB. Wilson-Oyelarandiscussed a 
new strategic plan she is presenting 
to the board that aims to increase 
student enrollment by about ISO 
over the next several years, a move 
that would bring campus enrollment 
to 1,500 students. 

Also included in Wilson-
Oyelaran's plan are future 
renovations to the Anderson Athletic 
Center, followed by renovations 
to the natatorium. She said plans to 
build campus apartments will not 
take place in the near future. 

Information servIces 
representative Greg Diment 
presented several new tech plans 
already underway at the college. On
campus wireless networks proved 
to be a major initiative, as the New 
Hicks Center will have complete 

wireless access. The college plans to 
eventually extend this access to the 
quad and other buildings on campus, 
and students suggested this wireless 
network to be extended to the dorms. 

In addition, Information Services 
is making substantial changes to the 
Enterprise Resource Planning system 
on campus, which is the computer 
software that runs the college. They 
plan to increase the availability of 
various student resources online, 
as well as revamp the outdated 
Aerospace system. 

Both the Virginia Tech shootings 
and recent graffiti on campus 
were major discussion points for 
Campus Life, as College Chaplain 
Mary Ellen Ashcroft discussed how 
students and faculty had coped with 
these incidents. 

Rev. Ashcroft noted that students 
are calling for more discussions 
about differences that create these 
tensions, which encourages different 
groups of people to meet face-to
face in order to counter prejudices 
and stereotypes. 

Several students also proposed 
a ban on smoking within 25 to 30 
feet of a building to improve overall 

campus well-being. Associate Dean 
of Students Dana Jansma responded 
that this was a possibility, although 
enforcement would certainly be 
tricky. 

Acting Registrar Alyce 
Brady discussed the current search 
for a new registrar, led by a search 
committee of both students and 
faculty. She also discussed initiatives 
that would simplify several procedural 
forms and make the registrar's office 
more welcoming. 

Also, as Brady reported, juniors 
can look forward to a new,. specialized 
version of Smart Registration 
designed so that returning study 
abroad students can alter their course 
choices when they return from 
overseas. 

Several problems discussed at 
the previous Spring Forum were also 
resolved. Students getting tickets for 
parking on Academy for their early 
morning gym class can now park 
on the street anytime after 5:00 a.m. 
Also, commuter students are now 
allowed access to residence halls 
between the hours of 9 a.m. to 11 
p.m., a program Jansma says seems 
to be working well. 

Ethnic Studies: Students share experiences, hope for change 
From Front 
a similar size as K that do have 
such a program, and K should 
take notice of an institution 
like Macalister as an example 
Of what a good ethnic studies 
program looks like. 

As students spoke about 
their experiences at K, the 
difference between their 
experiences and the typical 
middle class white K students 
became clear. 

"I felt like I stepped back 
in time when I came to K," 
said junior Munni Rahman. 
"Students here are filled with 
so much ignorance." 

Rahman said that she did 
not want to blend in [at K], that 
minority students need ethnic 
studies to shine for them. 

According to Meyers, 
an ethnic studies program is 
a necessity for minorities to 
have a good sense of self. 

"I feel shut out from the 
K community because I am an 
Asian woman," said Meyers. 
"I need to hear the voices of 
my people now [so that I can 
use them] to form a healthy 
sense of self." 

Meyers also went on to 
cite that space for a minority 
in the academic world can be 
hostile at times and East Asian 
studies are not enough. 

Rheanna Milardo, a 
senior and member of the 
AASO also spoke about 
the difficulty of being a 
racial minority on campus. 
According to Milardo, it's 
hard to find people to relate 
to. This problem is further 
enhanced by the fact that the 
high school Milardo attended 
encouraged an open dialogue 
about these issues while at K 
there is no dialogue for the 
issues of minority students. 

"When we preserve 
the closed-mindedness of 
individuals we narrow our 
perspective of society," 
Milardo said. "With a narrow 
perspective what can we 
see?" 

Marlene Ramos, a 
junior and former migrant 
worker, said that K needs 
this program to make a step 
towards bringing diversity to 
the college and making the 
campus community aware of 
the necessary steps that it has 
been failing to take. 

"At K we think about 
diversity but we don't think 
of an actual definition of 
diversity," said Ramos. 

According to Ramos, the 
college has broUght a group 
of minority students to K, but 
has failed to provide them 
with resources. 

"We all have a voice and a 

Photo/Sara Whalen 
Senior Rheanna Milardo speaks at the Ethnic Studies Rally that 
was held on the steps of the Fine Arts Building last Thursday. 

different way of thinking about 
the world," said Ramos. 

Now all they need is a 

program that will allow them 
to discuss these ideas in an 
open and safe environment. 
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A crowd of students gathered in front of the Fine Arts Building Tuesday evening at 6:00 p.m. to hear speakers in support of Take 

Night: Students speak out against sexual assault 
From Front 
part of this event. 

Some students, like David 
Hyman K'08, came because of their 
connection to the issue through the 
people in his life. 

"I have friends who have 
suffered from sexual assault," said 
Hyman. "I was angry and wanted to 
take action." 
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Other students showed more 
curiosity about the silence that 
surrounds violence against women. 

"I wanted to hear the voices 
connected to this issue" said Chris 
Domenicali K'08. "I know there are 
a lot out there." 

Others sought out an atmosphere 
of support and security to let their 
voices be heard. 

"I came because I was raped," 
said Quinn Davis K'08. "After 
not being believed I wanted to 
be in an environment where 1 
would be." 

Hannah Masuga K'09, a 
first timer at Take Back the 
Night. honored those who 
shared their stories with her 
participation this year. 

"The people who spoke. 
for me, are role models 
and not necessarily in their 
experiences, but in the way 
the carry themselves after 
being hurt." said Masuga. 

Among the women who spoke 
last night behind the podium, a 
common theme of breaking the 
silence weaved each of their stories 
together. Speaking up, often the 
most difficult part of the healing 
process for a survivor to endure, 
Megan Chuhran K'O? believes is 
the best thing anyone can do. 

"I believe that refusing to be 
silent is the greatest, most powerful 
action we can take on behalf of our 
own healing, to help others heal, 
and break down the secrecy and 

shame that surrounds rape," said 
Chuhran. 

Some speakers brought to 
the plate questions of who is to 
blame. Is it men? Is it women? Is 
it our culture or society? Jessica 
Tesoriero K'O? turned the table on 
her audience. 

"I don't blame them. I blame us 
for saying nothing" said Tesoriero. 
"I blame us for not saying 'It's not 

your fault. II' 
Following the speakers, with 

change-filled water bottles. pots. 
pans and a banner signed by the 
participants, the women marched on 
to Bronson Park, voices loud, while 
the men remained on campus for 
their own circle discussion. 

"It doesn't get any bet er than 
banging on pots and pans demanding 
that rape end," said Sara Goldstein 
K'08. 

With blood rushing through 
veins and hearts pounding III 

chests, the women ended the march 
to form their own circle adorned 
with candles. Most of the flames 
burned strong as the sun slid behind 
the taller buildings of downtown 
Kalamazoo. A significant portion of 
the mission behind Take Back the 
Night, creating a safe community, 
was achieved through shared stories, 
questions, and discussion. 

"It's the most important thing 
we can do for ourselves and 
each other," said Goldstein. 
"It's so important to create 
spaces where people can talk 
about their experiences and be 
safe." 

To bring the night to a 
close, one by one, each candle 
was blown out in the name 
of a survivor of violence 
against women. Names of 
grandmothers, mothers, 
sisters, friends, teachers and 
each other resounded from 
one end tv the other, filling 

the circle. 
The power of a shared story, 

especially a silenced story, inspires, 
comforts and sets movement for 
other concerned men and women. 
Whether you were in Beaner's, your 
dorm room, or in a circle on campus 
or at Bronson Park, there is still 
something that you can do. 

There is still a silence to break. 
Liz Okey K'O? said it best in 

her closing remarks: "Strength, 
wisdom and courage are meant to 
be shared." 



Features The Index Thursday, May 10, 2007 5 

Members of AASO trying to find a voice on campus 
By Chelsea Phelps 
Executive Editor 

What is it like to be an Asian 
American student on a primarily 
white liberal arts campus? 

It's a question that not many can 
answer correctly. At an institution 
that cites a motto of "At home in the 
world," there is a group of students 
who do not feel at home in the 
world or at K, a place where they 
feel silenced. As a result, the Asian 
American Student Organization 
(AASO) was born. 

Not to be confused with the 
Asian Student Association (ASA) 
who brings Asia fest to campus 
every year, the AASO is separate and 
provides a space for Asian American 
students on campus to discuss issues 
that they face every day. 

Seniors Kelsay Meyers, a Korean 
adoptee, and Danielle Trierweiler, 
bi-racial of white and Japanese 
heritage, have had to deal with 
issues of their identity in a primarily 
white environment since coming to 
K. Not only do they recognize the 
need for space, but the need for more 
resources on campus. In response to 
this shortage, the two formed the 
AASO. 

"I see K as having a lack of 
resources for minority students in 
racial crisis," said Meyers. 

Meyers noted that there is not 
a lack of supportive professors, but 
that their experience is too limited 
by the institution to provide the 
necessary resources. 

Both Meyers and Trierweiler 
have had realizations this year about 
their identities and their place in 
society and at K. 

F or Meyers, this includes dealing 
with anger over the fact that she, as 
a Korean adoptee, was rais to be 
white by her adoptive parents. For 
Trierweiler, the struggle has come as 
a result of her bi-racial household in 
which she is told that she is white, 
when really she is neither Japanese 
nor white. 

Both have encountered issues of 
their identity and both came to the 
realization while they were at K. 
The lifeline that helped them resolve 
these issues and provided materials 
that gave them the language to 
grapple with was visiting Professor 
Jeff Cabusao. Cabusao has brought 
some much sought after and much 
needed ethnic studies to the K 
campus. However, Cabusao will be 
leaving at the end of this year. 

"[Cabusao] introduced me to 
looking at race, class and Asian 
American issues in a way I had never 
thought of before," said Meyers. "He 
filled a hole I had in my education 
because I had never studied cultural 
studies from this perspective 
before." 

Dealing with these issues is 
anything but easy, especially at K 
where both Meyers and Trierweiler 
feel silenced in the classroom. As 
a result, they have turned to each 
other and to other Asian students 
grappling with racial identity issues 
for support. 

"We are reclaiming our voices," 
said Meyers. "We are silenced by a 
classroom environment that silences 
or shuts us out. We need a space." 

Confronting these issues is a 
difficult process, one that involves 
depression and a mistrust of others 
according to Trierweiler. One of the 
primary functions of the AASO so 
far has been providing a safe place 
for students on campus who feel like 
they do not belong anywhere. 

But the goal of the AASO is 
not to contain themselves but rather 
to work through issues and sponsor 
events that raise awareness of these 
issues on campus. Aside from their 

involvement in the ethnic studies 
rally, the AASO has hosted films and 
speakers, including Delia Aguilar. It 
is the hope of Meyers and Trierweiler 
that these events will introduce issues 
that will resonate beyond the Asian 
American population on campus. 

"Within events we want to 
reach as many people as possible," 
Myers said. "With the ethnic studies 
rally we are networking with lots 
of student organizations and white 
students not affiliated with the K
College community." 

Even with a support group and 
several events scheduled for this 
quarter, the issues that the members 
of the AASO have to deal with are 
ever present around them every 
day. 

"From an outsider perspective I 
think we tip toe around race," said 
Trierweiler. "There are little paper 
cuts of racist comments always 
present. They are things that I put in 
my memory and have tucked away, 
these are things you have to forget 
to survive." 

For more information, 
contact Kelsay Meyers at 
Kelsay.Meyers03@kzoo.edu or 
Danielle Trierweiler at Danielle. 
Trierweiler03@kzoo.edu. 

An AA for K: Alcoholics/Addicts group founded to support students 
By Allison Luthy 
Staff Writer 

. Anew group has recently 
been formed on campus 
to support members of the 
Kalamazoo community 
suffering from alcohol or 
drug-related problems. 
It's called the Kalamazoo 
College Alcoholics/Addicts 
Confidential Support Group. 

The leader of this group, 
Dylan Seuss-Brakeman 
K'07, fashions the meetings 
m the style of Alcoholics 
Anonymous. At meetings, 
members ask questions and 
discuss their opinions with 
one another. Discussions 
can range from personal 
experiences to advice on 
staying sober. 

For newcomers, to 

acquaint them with the 
group, other members take 
turns speaking; whoever 
feels comfortable doing so 
shares their personal stories. 
The group is very open to 
new people who wish to join 
others, who, as the posters 
say, "share a desire for 
sobriety. " 

"I think it's good that 
people who want to seek help 
can seek help," said Charlie 
Agoos, a visiting student 
from MIT. "It's good that 
Kalamazoo is accepting of all 
people including those who 
have alcohol problems." 

Stephanie Simon K'IO 
agreed. "I think it's a great 
opportunity for people to 
recognize that they are not 
alone and there are others out 
there who support them," she 

said. 
For some people, the 

serenity prayer read at the 
beginning of meetings is a 
cause for concern. They do 
not want to have to participate 
m someone's religion m 
order to get the help they 
need. In response to this 
concern, Seuss-Brakeman 
explained that the prayer is to 
no specific god. Participants 
in the prayer may direct it 
to whatever source they find 
most meaningful. Christians, 
Jews, Buddhists, Muslims, 
Hindus, and members of any 
other faith can all equally 
reap the benefits of saying 
the prayer. 

The serenity prayer is 
a useful way for members 
to bring themselves into a 
calm mind set and recognize 

that their addiction IS 

not something they can 
take care of alone. This 
acknowledgement ofthe need 
for outside help is a key step 
m recovery. 

Seuss-Brakeman feels 
that although the use of 
substances may be fun for the 
students in the short-term, as 
soon as they come down from 
their high they will feel worse 
than before. It is much better 
for them to seek a balance 
and recognize that however 
great they feel temporarily, 
they will feel equally awful 
later. People will still be able 
to b,ave fun sober and what's 
more, they will not have to 
worry about feeling horrible 
soon after. 

Students ready to 
recognize the fact that they 

have a problem will encounter 
an open and safe environment 
at the Alcoholics/Addicts 
group. 

"It's something that 
should be taken seriously," 
said Matthew Vasquez K'09, 
"and if it is perceived in this 
way, it could be beneficial to 
our campus community." 

Charlie Boland K'IO 
felt similarly. "Although 
it doesn't directly apply to 
me, I think it is a wonderful 
resource to have on campus 
because it's there to help 
people that might not be 
finding the right support in 
other places," he said. 

The group meets 
Wednesdays and Sundays 
at 8 p.m, in the Humphrey 
House lounge and is always 
welcoming new members. 
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SkilTIlTIing the Surface 
Recognition of eating disorders only the first step in long recovery process 
By Nora Seilheimer 
Staff Writer 

Doree Grossman-Lipson, 
one of the newest additions to 
the counseling center team at K, 
was thrilled with the amount of 
participation in all five events of 
the first annual Eating Disorders 
Awareness Week, which took place 
early last month. 

The April 3 LAC entitled 
"Eating Disorders on Campus: 
Local Experts Discuss the Facts" 
that kicked the week off brought 
in more than 100 people, as well 
as the film "Thin," six days later. 
Approximately 50 women, some 
of whom were faculty or staff, 
attended the women's-only writing 
workshop, the third event in the 
senes. 

High participation ensured 
Grossman-Lipson that eating 
disorders are a pressing issue at 
k.. "It's the kind of thing that we 
need to be in dialogue about on this 
campus," she said. 

Grossman-Lipson credits 

The same goes for Kalamazoo 
College. 

Diving deep 

EatIng Disorder Awareness 
Week certainly made me 
aware. With stunning statistics, 
experienced speakers and a 
heartbreaking documentary, 
all kinds of myths about eating 
disorders were dispelled 
and replaced with a deeper 
psychological understanding. 
I am more aware of the 
types of eating disorders, the 
disordered thinking that leads 
to such a disease and that it 
has touched the lives of people 
on this campus more than it 
is talked about. Yet, there is 
one thing that I am now more 
aware of than ever before: my 
own body. 

However, as the week passed, 
my enthusiasm deflated to almost 
nothing. Each event kicked the 
wind out of my stomach, hitting 
me hard with the darker side of the 
disease's building circumstances in 

settle my racing mind for a night of 
rest, I felt like parts of my body were 
flashing in the dark. My thighs, my 
hips, and my butt mocked me and my 
"awareness." Their glow followed 
me into sleep, woke me up the next 

morning, and followed me to 
the cafeteria for what ended up 
barely being breakfast. 

By the fourth event, a 
showing of the Sundance 
award-winning documentary 
"Thin," I was a mess. Talking 
about statistics and girls on a 
screen as if eating disorders 
are their problem and not ours 
on this campus held me over 
the edge of a long drop. 

Coming back up for air 

While those involved with 
coordinating this weeklong 
series of events have taken that 
first courageous step in the 
right direction, let us not, as a 
whole campus, pat ourselves 
on the back quite yet. The 
first stride is always the most 
important, but it is only one 
at the beginning of a very 

this growing trend within the K
College culture to the emphasis 
on perfectionism and the high 
pressure environment created by 
our expedient schedule that is, at 
times, not healthy and ostracizing. 
High-pressure situations can snatch 
one's sense of self-control, causing 
one to go to extreme measures to get 
it back. Theresa Curtain, who spoke 
during the opening event from 
a psychotherapist's perspective, 
notes that this is a problem across 
campuses. 

When I pulled my copy of 
the scheduled events out of my 
mailbox during First Week, I 
was ecstatic. Finally, someone 
has taken the time to try and 
decode this underlying mystery 
among far too many people 
in our campus community. 
I immediately etched each 
event into its own time slot in 
my planner, forcing all other 
obligations to take a backseat. 

Photo/Leah Blazek 
uTo treat eating disorders ... we need a revolution," 

long road. Grossman-Lipson 
acknowledges this journey. 

"To treat eating disorders 
is to treat our culture," she 
said. "We need a revolution." 

says Ooree Grossman-Upson of K's counseling center. 

"College can be an isolating 
place," said Curtain. "A lot of 
people are struggling and no one is 
talking about it." 

I called friends. I announced it at 
cross-country practice. I posted a 
schedule of events in my suite. I 
felt a little silly being so excited 
about something as serious as 
eating disorders, but I couldn't help 
it. Just the idea of a small portion 
of campus knowing more about this 
women's issue that runs through 
us like an epidemic filled me with 
hope. 

Remember and Celebrate 

statistics that came from outside the 
K bubble: 

-- Eating disorders have a 10 
percent mortality rate, the highest 
of any psychiatric disorder. 

-- By the age of 11, 70 percent 
of young girls have put themselves 
on a diet. 

-- Currently, there are more 
people suffering from bulimia or 
anorexia nervosa than AIDS. 

Nearly 10 
million women 

Brandon Young was an incredible guitar player, but was always too shy to 
perform for more than a few close friends. Some of Brandon's closest friends 
are organizing a music event to celebrate his life on Tuesday, May 15 at 8 p.m. 

on the upper quad. We would like to especially encourage those musicians who 
normally do not sign up for Singer Song Writer Nights and other such events to 

suffer from eating 
disorders, along with 
approximately 1 
million men. 

At the end of the 
day, though jagged, 
these facts were 
easier to swallow. 

find the courage to share a song. Please contact Chelsea Keenan at k03ckOl if 
you are interested in celebrating Brandon and all musicians. 

Yet, when trying to 

To continue this battle, 
Grossman-Lipson looks forward to 
implementing several improvements 
into next year's Eating Disorders 
Awareness Week. She hopes to 
coordinate a committee in the fall, 
include an event for men on campus 
and bring in a speaker to talk about 
the political issues that relate to 
eating disorders. 

Grossman-Lipson also hopes 
to involve some survivors in next 
year's program. This should mold 
a personal perspective of how K is 
directly affected by eating disorders, 
rather than discussing statistics of 
"other's" problems. 

"If people start owning it as a 
reality," said Grossman-Lipson, 
"then we can start talking about it 
on campus." 
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Cricket comes to K: International sport makes its debut 
By Phil Taylor 
News Editor 

began discussing plans to start a 
cricket club on campus in the spring. 
With financial help from the 
school, the two acquired two 
cricket bats, six wicket sticks, 

she said after learning only some of 
the basic rules of cricket. 

"You're batting next," Moyo said 
to her while directing the action from 

the field. 
"Who wants to keep the 

wicket?" international student 
Sydney Moyo shouted to a puzzled, 
but curious, group of listeners. 

Moyo and first -year student Anum 
Fatima co-lead the new Kalamazoo 
College Cricket Club, which had its 
inaugural practice last Wednesday 
at the intramural sports field across 
from Severn Hall. After a five minute 
crash course on the basics of cricket, 
Moyo sent participants into the field 
and took to the mound to deliver the 
first "bowl," the cricket equivalent to 
a baseball pitch. 

"For you guys I don't know how 
easy this is going to be," he said to 
the 12 brave, yet slightly disoriented 
participants. Moyo relaxed for a 
moment from his bowling stance to 
more fully explain the roles of the 
batter, the bowler, and the fielders. 
"Does this make any sense?" he 
asked. 

Moyo met Fatima, a 
former captain for her high school 
cricket team in Pakistan, at a crp 
dinner last fall. Moyo, who plays 
cricket for his college's team 
in Zimbabwe, made mention of 
Pakistan's strong reputation in the 
cricket world to Fatima, and the two 

four "bails," one official cricket 
ball, as well as a "beginner
safe" rubber ball for those in 
attendance at Wednesday's 
practice. 

The participants slowly 
picked up the rhythm of the 
game as the practice went on. In 
cricket, each player takes turns 
at bat, where their first objective 
is to guard a series of three 
closely-placed, thigh-high sticks 
called wickets. Batters are also 
able to score points by striking 
the ball into the field and running 
to the opposite wicket before the 
opposing team can knock it over 
with the ball. A player is ruled 
out if either the bowler knocks 
over their wicket, the fielding 
team catches the ball out of the 
air or if fielders are able to knock 
over the batter or runner's wicket 
before they arrive. 

The practice drew the 
interest of visiting international 
student Maria Gabriela Munoz 
from Ecuador, who stood on 
the sideline to watch. "It seems 
more intellectual than baseball," 

Sydney Moyo, an 
Zimbabwe, directs 
last Wednesday's 

Photol Phil Taylor 
international student from 
the 12 participants at 

inaugural cricket practice. 

Startled but undaunted, 
Munoz kicked off her yellow 
sandals and approached the 
wicket. She watched three 
wide pitches go by, "leg side," 
according to Moyo, but more 
like "balls" in baseball parlance. 
She swung and missed the fourth 
pitch as it bounced off the dirt 
and hit the wicket, sending the 
bails flying though the air. She 
was out. 

In most cricket-playing 
countries a game can go on for 
an entire day, but Wednesday's 
practice lasted for about an 
hour. At the time of publishing 
a second practice was scheduled 
for 4:00 p.m. Wednesday at the 
intramural fields, where the club 
is hoping to begin live play. 
Moyo and Fatima are hoping the 
club can continue to draw new 
interest. 

"The club is going to need 
at least 22 players to really take 
flight," Fatima said following 
the practice. 

The club welcomes players 
of all experience levels. Interested 
students should contact Moyo by 
email at k06sm03. 

Women's lacrosse club hopes for eventual varsity status 
By Kassie Johnston 
News Editor 

They're ready to play, 
but no one else is around. 

That's the problem for 
many athletes this time of 
year, as most colleges have 
already sent their students 
home for summer, leaving 
fewer athletes at the disposal 
of potential opponents. 

One team still wants to 
play, though, and they're 
doing everything they can 
to make it happen. 

Meet the Kalamazoo 
College women's lacrosse 
team, together on the field 
for the first time this spring 
and composed of 16 athletes 
ready for action. 

Junior Ashley Boehmke 
devised the idea in the fall 
and started asking around 
to see if any other women 
would be interested. She, 
along with seniors Katie 
Drumm and Chelsea Keenan, 
now captain the squad in its 
inaugural season as a club 
sport. 

"The majority of our 
team is freshmen, which is 
so great because they are 
learning so much and our 
team will be really strong 
in the next couple of years," 
said Boehmke. "The learning 
curve is outstanding, and 
we're developing into 
a wonderfully cohesive 
team." 

On May 16, the team has 

a double-header against two 
local high schools - Portage 
Northern and Portage 
Central. As a first-year 
team and without a surplus 
of other lacrosse teams in 
the area, Kalamazoo has 
had difficulty making up a 
schedule. But this dedicated 
group will take advantage 
of any game experience it 
can get. 

The team plans to do 
some more recruiting in the 
fall to increase its numbers. 
They will meet each week 
fall quarter to teach any 
girls who are interested. And 
with the sport's growing 
popularity, Boehmke said 
the new lacrosse team is 
already attracting more 

prospective students to K. 
Because of the weather, 

four of the games this 
season were cancelled. So 
far the team has played 
Hope College, who has 
been competing for several 
years. The young K team 
lost, but still managed 
to rack up a few goals 
during the game. With the 
team's lack of experience, 
Boehmke considered the 
women's performance 
against the Dutch a "great 
accomplishment. " 

Boehmke and the other 
captains have high hopes 
for their progressing team, 
anticipating that women's 
lacrosse will become a 
varsity sport at Kalamazoo 

within the next three or four 
years, along with the rest 
of the MIAA. According to 
Boehmke, Kristen Smith, 
the director of women's 
athletics at K, "has been 
incredibly supportive of our 
program." 

In the meantime, the 
girls are practicing fi ve 
days a week, for two hours a 
day. They are also working 
out an off-season training 
program to prepare for next 
year. 

"Next year we will be 
extremely competitive In 

Michigan," said Boehmke, 
"and as long as we continue 
to practice hard, we have a 
good chance of winning our 
region." 

• 

-

... 

-

--

• 
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Heartbreak for the Hornets 
Wash. [1. Bears battle back to beat Kalamazoo in NCAA Regional Finals 
By Brad Brinkman 
Staff Writer 

After a torrid start to the 
Regional Championship match 
against Washington UnivefSlty (St. 
Louis) at Stowe Stadium on Sunday, 
the Kalamazoo College men's tennis 
team saw its hopes of advancing to 
the NCAA Championships squashed 
by the slimmest of margins. 

The Hornets advanced to the 
Regional Final match in impressive 
fashion with a victory over Kenyon 
College on Saturday. The #22 ranked 
Lords quickly proved no match for 
the Hornets. All three Kalamazoo 
doubles squads defeated their 
opponents by the identical score of 
8-5 to grab an early stranglehold 
on the match. When singles play 
began the Hornets continued their 
momentum and won two matches in 
straight sets as senior Alec Kempster 
took the No. I singles point 6-3, 6-
2 and classmate Luke Marker snuck 
out a 7-6 (7-5), 6-4 win at No. 6 
singles to propel Kalamazoo to the 

finals. 
An enthusiastic home crowd 

was on hand to watch the Hornets 
take on the Wash. U. Bears for the 
Sunday afternoon championship 
bout, and the Hornets did not 
disappoint their fans early on. Once 
again Kalamazoo swept the three 
doubles matches to take an early 
lead in the match. After junior Matt 
Wise cruised to an effortless 6-3, 6-
o win at No.4 singles the Hornets 
held a commanding 4-0 lead in the 
match. 

Needing just one victory in the 
final fi ve matches, it seemed that 
nothing short of a miracle would 
have prevented the Hornets from 
capturing the regional title. Yet, one 
by one the Bears began poaching 
away at their Hornet foes until they 
tied the match at 4-4. With both 
teams' seasons on the line, the entire 
crowd at Stowe Stadium gathered 
around center court to watch the best 
players on both teams extend their 
match to three sets in No. I singles. 

It was Kalamazoo's ace, 

Kempster, versus the Bears' ace, 
Charlie Cutler. Cutler won the second 
set 6-4 after dropping the first set in 
a tiebreak. When Kempster dropped 
the first two games of the third 
set, things didn't look good for the 
Hornets. But Kempster stuck with 
it, battling back to take a 5-4 lead 
before it was his turn to serve. 

That's when Cutler showed why 
he's ranked #14 in all of Division 
III, breaking Kempster's serve, 
winning the next game and riding 
that momentum all the way to a 7-5 
WID. 

Despite the disappointing results, 
Marker left the match satisfied with 
the performance of the team over the 
weekend. "I think we played our 
best two matches of the year," said 
the senior who closed his college 
career with an impressive win at No. 
2 doubles against Washington. "We 
knew that they were very tough in 
singles and that we needed to come 
out strong and the crowd was key in 
keeping the match close." 

An improbable comeback 

claimed the Hornets' national title 
hopes, but it did nothing to erase 
the accomplishments of another 
impressive Kalamazoo men's tennis 
campaign. The squad finished the 
season with an 18-11 record after 
taking on a schedule which included 
Division I teams and some of the 
toughest Division II opponents from 
across the nation. The Hornets also 
claimed the regular season MlAA 
title as well as their 69th consecutive 
league championship. 

Looking ahead, the Hornets 
figure to be a national contender 
once again next year. Despite the 
loss of coach Timon Corwin and key 
seniors Kempster and Marker, next 
year's team will be led by the strong 
junior tandem of Matt Wise and Tim 
Hubbard and the talent of freshmen 
phenoms Jason Brown and Cyrus 
Jadun. 

"The talent is there for them to 
improve upon this year's finish," 
said Marker. "But it won't be easy. 
They really need to put in the hard 
work and dedication." 

Detroit Lions fill needs In their best NFL Draft In years 
By Ted Magdzinski 
Staff Writer 

It's about time the 
Detroit Lions drafted a 
top prospect that everyone 
agrees with (we were all 
wrong on Charles Rogers, 
so we'll forget that one, Mr. 
Millen). Even with a 3-13 
record in 2006, where eight 
of their losses were within 
a touchdown, the Lions 
managed to choose wisely 
with the second overall 
pick in Georgia Tech wide 
receiver Calvin Johnson. 

Johnson's swag is 
phenomenal, and anyone 
who has seen highlights of 
the 6-foot-5, 239-pound 
receiver can attest to his 
athletic skill. He has made 
more acrobatic diving 
catches than most, given that 
horridly inaccurate Georgia 
Tech quarterback Reggie 

Ball made him work for 
his 76 receptions. Quite 
simply, with a much 
more solid quarterback, 
Johnson could easily 
WID Rookie of the 
Year and become a Pro 
Bowler. 

for defenses. Given 
Kitna's unreliability, 
it may only be a few 
games into the season 
until Stanton sees his 
firs t start. 

After picking up 
running back Tatum 
Bell in the off-season 
from the Denver 
Broncos, Detroit 
eliminated some 
pressing needs in the 
backfield. 

With the skill 

Therein lies the 
problem: the arm of 
in terce p ti on- p ro ne 
Jon Kitna, the Lions' 
current starting QB. The 
man is not a franchise 
quarterback, and I felt 
that the Lions could 
have taking Brady 
Quinn out of Notre 
Dame to lead the team, 
but they waited until the 
second round to take a 
quarterback. 

Photo/ file 
Detroit fans hope Calvin Johnson can make 

positions taken care 
of, the Lions were 
able to finish out most 
of the draft selecting 
defensive players. 
While losing Pro Bowl 
cornerback Dre' Bly to 

these kinds of grabs as a Lion this fall. 

Appropriate that the 
quarterback of the future in 
Detroit is Michigan State's 
own Drew Stanton, who 
carried the entire Spartan 

team for much of his 
career. He's not the biggest 
quarterback in the draft, 
but he is agile and smart 
enough to cause trouble 

that same trade that brought 
over Bell, the Lions needed 
a solid deep man in the 
defensive secondary, so they 
drafted Gerald Alexander 

from Boise State as well as 
A.J. Davis, a comer from 
North Carolina State. 

Detroit has nothing to 
complain about with this 
draft, especially with such 
a high-character individual 
such as Johnson. His 
work ethic compared to 
the notoriously lazy Mike 
Williams is, well, non
comparable. Johnson will 
come into training camp 
ready to work, and here's 
hoping that Stanton will 
immediately begin throwing 
the deep ball to him. 

With so many close 
losses in 2006, those few 
plays that turned against 
Detroit could sway the 
other way this year. Just the 
acrobatic play of Johnson 
should lead to more 
victories. This year, the 
Lions could be a contender 
once again. 
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Fanns 
2Kcooks 
for 300 
By Jillian McLaughlin 
Staff Writer 

A jovial but 
competltlve atmosphere 
pervaded the Farms 2 K 
Cook-Off on Wednesday, 
May 9, in addition to the 
succulent smell of minced 
garlic, crushed nutmeg, 
and fresh oregano. 

Fifteen minutes 
before the judges arrived, 
teams busied themselves 
presenting their dishes, 
made at least 70 percent 
from locally grown 
products. Sophomore 
Holly Anderson heads 
Farms 2 K, an off-shoot 
of Dr. Amelia Katanski's 
First-Year Seminar. 

Farms 2 K seeks to 
bring locally grown foods to 
the cafeteria both to support 
local commerce and to cut 
down on the environmental 
costs from long-distance 
transportation of food. 

With K's student 
population being generally 
environmentally conscious, 
nearly 300 people attended 
the Cook-Off. 

"We didn't sell as 
many tickets in advance 
and with the weather being 
so heavy and dark for so 
long I didn't really know 
what to expect. I was really 
touched by the number of 
people who took time out 
of their night to come," 
said Anderson. • 

Eleven teams 
participated in the Cook
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"The Madwoman of Chaillot;' a comedy about eccentricity, is set in Nazi-occuied Paris in 1943. K's pro
duction this weekend stars a trio of seniors: Haley Smith, Andrea Visco and Annie Wenger-Schulman. 

Comedy and eccentricity galore 
Trio of seniors leads strong cast in year s final production 
By Roger Garfield 
Executive Editor 

The capstone theatre 
project of the academic 
year hits the Nelda K. 
Balch Playhouse stage 
this weekend in the Main 
Stage production of "The 
Madwoman of Chaillot," 
written by Jean Giradoux. 

The show will continue 
the long-standing tradition 
of Eighth Week productions 
at the college that feature 
faculty or guest artist 
directors. 

This year's director, D. 
Ohlandt, says the cast and 
crew is ready to break a leg 
after seven weeks of good 
preparation. 

"Our production is a 
comedy about eccentricity," 
Ohlandt said. "It's also an 

escapist fantasy because 
it was written in Nazi
occupied Paris in 1942. As 
you can imagine, that wasn't 
a very fun place to be." 

The leading madwoman, 
Aurelia is played by Hayley 
Smith, one of three seniors 
to have prominent roles 
in the show. Andrea Visco 
plays the rag picker while 
Annie Wenger-Schulman 
plays both the baroness 
and Josephine - another 
madwoman. 

"The spring shows tend 
to draw some of our senior 
leaders out," said Ohlandt, 
"and they've sure been 
leading by example." 

Smith, while diminutive 
in stature, carriesherselfwith 
a strong presence on stage, 
fittingly representative of 
the extroverted character 

she portrays. 
"The idea is that 

[Aurelia] is "So fed up with 
the circumstances that 
she dismantles the world 
around her," Ohlandt said. 
"Instead, she creates a 
world were eccentricity is 
celebrated and the bad guys 
all disappear." 

With a masterful set that 
has transformed Balch into 
a serene village square, this 
show - which Ohlandt says 
should run just longer than 2 
hours - should be a cherry 
on top of a solid theatre arts 
performance year. 

"The Madwoman 
of Chaillot" debuts this 
evening at 8 p.m. It will also 
show Friday and Saturday 
at 8 p.m. and Sunday at 2 
p.m. Each performance is 
an LAC. 

Renound 
feminist 
speaker 
Aguilar 
visits K 
By Kassie Johnston 
Staff Writer 

Thanks to the 
English Department, 
Women's Studies, and 
the Asian American 
Student Organization, 
this past Wednesday 
Delia Aguilar returned 
to K to speak about the 
effects of globalization, 
specifically on women 
in the Philippines. 

This "amazing 
feminist and activist" 
(Sara Goldstein, co
leader of P.O.W.E.R.) 
has had numerous 
articles published over 
the past 30 years, in 
such journals as "Race 
and Class and Amerasia 
Journal," as well as 
several books published, 
including "Women and 
Globalization" and "The 
Feminist Challenge: 
Initial Working 
Principles Toward 
Reconceptualizing the 
Feminist Movement in 
the Philippines." 

The professor began 
by citing shocking facts 
about the ramifications 
of the "triumph of 
capitalism" and the 
resulting economic 
polarization. Between 
1978 and2005, the annual 
income of the average 
CEO has increased from 

> >Aguilar: Page 3 
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KATE'S PEOPLE 
Name: Tim Harlan-Marks, 
K'07 
Mood: Antsy. 

Birthday: May 27.1985. 
Hometown: Minneapolis. 
Minn. 
Residence: House on Lovell. 
Studies: Major in HDSR .. 
Classes: Sculpture. Feminist 
Psychology of Women, Con
temporary Continental Phi
losophy. 

Activities: Music Performance Club. Ultimate Fnsbee Team, 
Peer Leader. 

K Plan: Studied abroad for six months in Thailand. Filmed a 
documentary SIP about a refugee community from Bunna in 
Minneapolis/St. Paul. 

Favorites: 

Sodexho entree: Dinosaurs. 
Smell: Gasoline. 
Texture: Corduroy. 

Childhood toy: I was really into the Legos with motors in 
them. They were pretty sweet. 

Article of clothing: 1 have all these shirts that used to be
long to my dad that are about 30 years old and pretty thread
bare. I'm wearing one right now, actually. 

Beatie: Paul. He is the best looking Beatie. 
Campus spot: I'm partial to the chapel basement. 
Class at K: Gregg's HDSR Junior Seminar and Strauss' 

documentary classes. 

Professor(s): Gary Gregg, Kim Cummings, Cynthia 
Carosella and Ohera Strauss. 

If you were an animal cracker, what would you be and 
why? Do they have manta ray animal crackers? I think being 
a manta ray would be sweet in general because they kinda fly. 
but not really. Or maybe I'd be a predatory animal cracker. 
Can you imagine being a predatory animal cracker in a box of 
anima1 crackers? I'd go for the giraffe first, get its neck. 
List three adjectives your friends would use to describe 
you: Modest, altruistic. beautiful. 

List three adjectives you would use to describe yourself: 
Frugal. charismatic, beautiful. 

What are your passions? Snow that hasn't been stepped in 
yet, waking up and staying in bed. breakfast foods. red hair, 
online communities. 

What brought you to K? I got turned down at Western. 
ICyou could change one thing about the world, what would 
it be and why? I would change all the grass in the world to 
wildflowers so that everywhere you walked would be pretty 
and smell nice. If I could do two I'd eliminate poverty. And 
maybe capitalism. 

-compiled by Kate Boehm. Executive Editor 
lou can see lim and other members of Music Performance 
Club play at RavelllVood Coffee at 7 p.m. tomorroa: Mav 18. 

Donations for Doctors without Borders will be (~kell. 

The Index On the Quad 

Farms 2K: ·Fun and educational 
From Front 
Off, including four faculty 
teams. 

"The idea of the event 
was to bring faculty and 
students together in an event 
that was both fun 
and educational," 
said Anderson. 

Groups 
as varied as 
EnvOrg, SHAG, 
and Amnesty 
International 
cooked dishes for 
the event. The 
food proved to be 
as varied as the 
teams. K Bytes, 
the college's 

sesame paneer with tamari
glazed greens. Sodexho plans 
to serve the dish today at 
lunch. 

In terms of creativity, 
the organic garden club 

(D.I.R.T.) took home honors 
for presentation and taste, 
respectively. 

Adding to the atmosphere, 
Fanus 2 K hired the Will 
Harris Trio to play at the event. 

Students enjoyed 
stir-fry and spring 
marketraviolini to 
the rhythms of the 
cello, keyboard, 
and drum on 
the lawn behind 
Hoben HalL 

support team, 
made spinach 
and tomato strata 
vying against 

Photo/Jillian Mclaughlin 
Faculty members from the humanities and clas-

''None of this 
is possible without 
the work of a 
variety of people 
on this campus," 
Anderson said. 
"We have four 
key players: the 
Mary Jane Stryker 
Institute for 

sics departments serve their dish at last week's event. 

crepes, asparagus soup, 
fettuccine, and deep-fried 
chocolate cheesecake ravioli 
to name a few rivals. 

Ultimately, biology 
professor Binney Girdler led 
her team to victory with her 

provided the winning dish. 
The caramelized onion, apple 
cheese tart and asparagus salad 
surprised in its sweetness 
and complementary flavors. 
The Green Machines and 
the Organic Garden Club 

Service Learning, Sodexho 
and manager Mark Wilson, 
Student Commission and the 
variety ofFarrns 2 K members 
and our partner, Farm Food 
Matters." "The support was 
unbelievable. " 

Caramelized Onion, Apple, Cheese Tart 
By Wbat's Cookin', Good Lookin'? (D.I.RT., organic garden club) 

Ingredients: 
1 Y, sticks butter 
2 cups flour 
5 Tbsp. water 
Y, tsp salt 

1 tsp mustard powder 

Ingredients: 
1 onion, thinly sliced 
1 Tbsp. honey 
2 Tbsp. butter 

4 small apples, thinly sliced 
1-2 strips bacon, fried and crumbled 
2 eggs 

Crust 

Filling 

y, lb. Lamont cheddar cheese, shredded or thinly sliced 
Pinch of nutmeg, cumin powder, salt, pepper 

Directions: 
Add salt and mustard powder to flour. 

Cut in butter with fingers, add water. 
Roll out and place in a greased pan. 

Cl.rill for 20 minutes. 
Bake in Oven for 20 minutes at 400 oF. 

Directions: 
Heat butter and honey in med.saucepan. 

Add onions and cook until tender and 

sweet (stirring occasionally). 
Add apples and spices. 

Allow to cook until apples are tender. 

Assembly 
Sprinlde ~ oz. ~heese on bottom of crust Add onion/apple layer. Sprinlde crumbled bacon, 

if desired. Layer the rest of cheese. Beat two eggs and pour into mixture. 
Bake in oven for 20 minutes or until cooked at 375"P. Serves 8. 
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'Charlotte's Web' sends message at SETA film festival 
By Allison Luthy 
Staff Writer 

bacon they are eating actually came 
from a pig." 

In addition to general animal inhumane treatment of livestock. 
By eating meat and dairy products, 

people are inadvertently 
contributing to the problem 
through their support of the meat 
industry. For Weingart, who has 
been vegan for three years, "It 
was an ethical decision, but 
after becoming vegan I found 
out about the health reasons." 

rights, the group advocates 

Last Friday, May II, the first 
part of Students for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals (SETA) film 
festival appeared in Dewing 103. 
Students and members of SETA 
gathered to watch 'Charlotte's 
Web' -a new movie starring Dakota 
Fanning, which tells the story of the 
childhood classic by E.B. White. 
The film was well-received by the 
audience who seemed to enjoy both 
the movie and its message. 

Lyzzi Forsythe K' 10 said, "It is 
a funny movie with a good moral." 

Charlotte's Web is the story of a 
pig named Wilbur who is fated to be 
slaughtered for Christmas dinner, 
but is saved through the efforts of 
a spider named Charlotte and the 
other barnyard animals. 

Anna Simmons K'IO 
enjoyed the film and agreed 
about the importance of the 
its message. "It is a charming 
movie that candidly depicts 
without being graphic and 
overbearing why many people 
choose vegetarianism... it is 
one of my childhood favorites," 
she said. 

SETA, a new group formed 
on campus, is dedicated to 
raising the awareness of animal 
cruelty and promoting the rights 
of those who cannot speak for 
themselves. Weingart started 
SETA winter quarter because 
she believes in the importance 
of animal rights. "Vegetarian 
club in high school was a big 
part of my life," she said. 

SETA has been steadily 
gaining members and those who 
have joined are very committed 
to the cause. 

Forsythe says of the group, 
"It's an interesting and good 
thing to join." 

Charlie Boland K'IO 

Rebecca Weingart K'IO, the 
president of SETA, felt strongly that, 
"The point of the movie is to give 
the animals voices. Rarely people 
ever think about what the animals 
want-most likely the animal does 
not want to die; and also people 
rarely make the connection that the 

Responding to the concern 
some students have shown 
that SETA might be related to 
PETA, another animal rights 
organization, Weingart replied, 
"We are not affiliated with PETA, 
although PETA is a non-violent 

Photo/file 
last Friday, May 11, SETA screened 'Charlotte'S Web: 
a film in which animals' considerations are voiced. 

agreed: "SETA has been a very 
good outlet for me to start 
getting more involved in animal 
rights. I just became vegan and 
it's also a great resource for 
me." 

SETA's film festival will 
continue this week with a 
showing of last summer's 

animated film, "Happy Feet," 
on Friday, May 18, at 7 p.m. in 
Dewing 103. Everyone is welcome 
to attend. organization. " 

vegetarianism for social as well as 
health reasons. Many of the animal 
rights abuses that SETA protests 
come from the meat industry's 

Aguilar: Scholar speaks of feminism and Filipino Issues 
From Front 
71 to 430 times that of the 
average worker, 820 times 
that of the yearly income 
earned on minimum wage. 
Aguilar reported that the 
average CEO earns more 
before lunch his first day 
than the average worker 
does the entire year. Also 
startling is that the world's 
superpower is raked 37 th in 
health care, with 47 million 
uninsured, and 44th in infant 
mortality. Worsening the 
situation, Aguilar warned, 
is the war, which generally 
leads to lower economic 
growth, and has cost the 
nation $5 billion so far, 9 
times what was predicted. 

With the Issue of 
surveillance, arbitrary 
detention and release, contro I 
of the press, suspension of 
rule of law, and more on 

Naomi Wolfe's 10 stages of 
fascism, Aguilar foreboded 
that we are "on the brink 
of losing democracy for the 
sake of keeping empire ... 
It's a scary possibility." 

However, Aguilar 
focused on the dire situation 
for Filipino women forced 
to travel abroad to seek 
employment. Mostly 
professionals - like nurses 
and teachers - find work, 
generally in house services 
to ease tension at home: "If 
you [the Philippines] don't 
deploy workers abroad, the 
economy would collapse." 

Since gaInIng 
independence in 1846, the 
Philippines have had an 
Agrarian economy, "unable 
to supply its own people's 
basic needs," says Aguilar. 
12 percent of 800 million 
are overseas, 75 percent of 

whom are women. Aguilar 
reported that 3,000 Filipinos 
leave home daily for 180 
other countries-more to the 
United States than any other 
nation, and, on average, 
three a day are sent back in 
coffins. 

She titled these men 
and women as "servants 
of globalization... [and] 
... global servants of late 
capitalism, which only 
"perpetuates the status of 
these states as developing 
countries." These women 
have titles rangIng from 
"modem heroes" to "warm
bodied exports," Aguilar 
said. So when these 
intellectual women are 
commanded to "stand[ing] 
in the same position 
all day," among other 
tasks unsuited for their 
intelligence. Aguilar argued 

that they become status
givers giving honor through 
their dishonor. Aguilar went 
further to compare the work 
of a domestic worker to that 
of a prostitute because she 
"uses her body as a means 
of production." 

Because these women 
depend on the money sent 
home to keep the Filipino 
economy afloat, Aguilar 
suggested that they be 
given work contracts and 
permits so they can defend 
themselves. Fortunately, 
Aguilar said, Filipino 
workers are the most 
organized among migrant 
workers, and because they 
are .mostly professionals 
,said Aguilar. 

Aguilar ended with the 
message that you should 
spread your knowledge 
and opinions on such grim 

worldly concerns, in hopes 
that young people, especially 
students, "can work 
collectively to change [the] 
problems of capital[ism)." 
She asserted that students 
are a very powerful sector 
of the population, which is 
why she continues to teach. 

"S e I f-ac tu a I iza ti on 
involves looking at 
unpleasant systematic 
expLoitation and unpleasant 
aspects of our economy's 
actualization for action," 
said ASO member Danielle 
TrierweiLer K'07. "Her talk 
was a bridge for which our 
daiLy lives connect to the 
gLobal." 

Aguilar shocked more 
than a hundred students 
with her presentation. 

Professor of English 
Jeff Cabusao called Aguilar 
"feminism in the flesh." 
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Russen finds success and sun during sabbatical in Botswana 
By Roger Garfield 
Executive Editor 

This year, as hundreds of 
Kalamazoo College students 
learn more about the world and 
themselves, exploring places all 
across the globe, one professor 
of economics is using his 
sabbatical to undergo a similar 
transformation. 

No, he's not studying 
abroad, but he is teaching -
and he's finding the experience 
to be one of the most rewarding 
of his career. 

this is that it has to do with 
the weather, which is almost 
always surmy." 

Directly north of South 
Africa, Botswana has its 
summer from January 
to March. Hussen said 
the temperature stayed 
between 95 and 100 
degrees during that 
time. 

"Amazingly," he 
said, "this prolonged 
period of extremely hot 
- but dry - weather 
appeared to have no 
negative effect on my 
energy level." 

Indeed, SInce 
September Hussen 

sunshine and mangoes. At the 
outset of the school year, he had 
trouble communicating with an 
introductory level class - one 
with 108 students. 

never seemed to be constrained 
to come and tell me how much 
they appreciated the efforts 
I put [in] as their teacher," 
Hussen said. "What more 

was also a chance to remember 
his childhood growing up in a 
small rural village in Ethiopia. 

While visiting Khutse, a 
wildlife game reserve, Hussen 

found himself lost in the 
night sky - "magical 
and captivating 
completely naked and 
filled with individual 
shining stars," he said. 

In the process, he 
began to imagine the 
sky's purpose, just as he 
did as a lad in Ethiopia. 

"I used to think 
that the stars actually 
represent the holes on 
the sky where the rains 
come through," he 

Dr. Ahmed Hussen has 
been visiting at the University 
of Botswana since the early 
fall, teaching introductory 
and advanced level courses 
and conducting research 
for a forthcoming book on 
environmental and resource 
economics. At the end of April, 
he presented a lecture on the 
economics of global warming, 
which drew 200 people. 

has been working out 
regularly and claims to 
be in the best physical 
shape ofhis life. 

"I am really sorry 
that I will be missing this 

Dr. Ahmed Hussen (in the first row, third 
with his students, is teaching in Botswana 

Photo courtesy of Ahmed Hussen 
from the left), pictured 
on sabbatical this year. 

said. "Of course, I was 
crushed to find out that 
my imagination was 
just that - imagination. 
But don't you think 

"I truly [have] had a very 
productive and enjoyable 
sabbatical year," Hussen said. 
"My energy level has been 
quite high throughout my stay 
In Botswana. My theory for 

year's triathlon at 1(," he said. 
"I would have had a chance to 
show those 19 and 20-year-old 
college kids that an old man in 
his 50s can outrun them very 
badly." 

Hussen values the time 
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Hussen has also 
discovered that he has 
the ability to live on 
his own, "at least, for 
a year," he said. But 
when his wife and two 
daughters managed to 
visit him at different 
times earlier this year, 
he was happy to oblige 
and explore Southern 
Africa with them: 

For as tremendous 
a year it has been for 
Hussen, 
moment 

not 
has 

every 
been 

Hussen a native 
Ethiopian with a relatively 
thick accent and soft voice -
did not immediately command 
the attention of the students in 
the large lecture hall, many of 
whom were living outside their 
home villages for the first time. 

'They were chatty because 
they were sitting side-by-side 
with their new friends," Hussen 
said, "and deep inside, [they 
were] quite anxious about their 
new semi-independent life." 

But with time, Hussen said 
the students began to recognize 
his genuine interest in teaching 
and his professional command 
of the materials. 

"As they started to notice 
[that], they began to come and 
sit closer to the front row and 
some times even on the floor 
... where I was lecturing," 
Hussen said. 

In the end, Hussen 
noticed a substantial change 
in his students and a marked 
improvement in their grades. 
The strong positive feedback he 
received made the experience 
"very special." 

"They were the sweetest 
bunch of young students who 

can a teacher ask from his 
students?" 

And what more can a 
visiting professor ask from a 
sabbatical year? For Hussen, it 

imagination is much 
more fascinating that science? 
Who cares about finding the 
'truth' anyway when one is 
perfectly content with his own 
wild imagination?" 

Colorado College Summer Session 2007 

-Over 60 courses in over 30 departments 

-Experiential learning throughout the American 
Southwest and across the globe including 
Argentina, Honduras, Spain, Italy, Japan, and the ArrT,rl 

-Dance, music, voice, 
tau§ht by nationally 
professionals 

drama, and film intencl,,,,,ct 
and internationally 
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Jazzy rockers the Macpodz to take Bell's stage tonight 
Huff. of 2006 when Andes invited each of Save the Whales Tour 2007. By Phil Taylor 

News Editor 

It is rumored that Miles Davis 
and Jimmy Hendrix were planning to 
record an album together sometime 
before Hendrix's untimely death in 
1970. The anticipated collaboration 
between these legends has left jazz 
fusion fans brooding for decades 
over what could have been. Imagine 
breeding Davis' seminal album 
"Bitches Brew" with Hendrix's 
"Electric Ladyland," and we may be 
getting close. 

The band's January debut album 
"Genius Food for Super Heroes," 
is truly a mongrel of sounds. It 
runs the gamut from 

the members to play with him at an 
Ann Arbor co-op party. 

As if they had known each other 

"Success just fell out of the sky 
for all of us," Andes said. 

The Macpodz were able to 
find a niche in the 

Though we'll never hear of a 
more perfect marriage between jazz 
and rock, the sounds of an up and 
coming band from Ann Arbor merit 
our attention. Drawing inspiration 
from the likes of Davis and Hendrix, 
the Macpodz will be performing 
at Bell's Eccentric Cafe and Beer 
Garden tonight at 9:30. 

catchy dance beats in 
tracks like "You Got 
Me" to challenging 
time changes in the 
album's title track 
"Genius Food for 
Super Heroes." 

The band melds 
the experimental 
avant garde sounds 
of the 70's with the 
sounds of today's 
New Orleans-inspired 
funk bands like 
Galactic and Robert 
Randolph and the 
Family Band. 

"It's about new 
music that hasn't 
been done yet," said 
Andes. "Our music 
isn't a common 

The Macpodz, a jazzy, Ann Arbor-based rock group inspired by Jim
my Hendrix and Miles Davis, take the stage at Bell's tonight at 9:30. 

Ann Arbor music 
scene, where folk 
music has long been 
predominant. 

"We just 
realized we could 
bring dance parties 
back, and more and 
more people started 
coming out to see 
us," said Andes. 

The band will 
draw mostly from its 
repertoire of around 
40 original tunes 
during Thursday 
night's show. Their 
concerts are marked 
by epic jams, driving 
drum beats, and long, 
dynamic swells, 
always experimental, 

"Macpodz has a jazzy sound 
with a good backbeat," said bassist 
Brennan Andes over the phone. "We 
want it to have the feel of a dance 
party, we're trying to take back the 
dj's job." 

sound. It's good live music that 
isn't based on someone dumping his 
girlfriend." 

for years, the group quickly settled 
into a groove that kept them playing 
until 5 in the morning. Shortly 
thereafter the band began composing 
their own original tunes and playing 
at gigs around the Midwest. Thursday 
night's show is part of the Macpodz' 

yet listener accessible. 
"We may play four or five songs 

and then get into a disco power hour, 
where we try to get people as sweaty 
as possible," said Andes. "If we have 
people up and dancing, we'll keep 
them dancing as long as possible." 

The Macpodz are Andes 
and drummer Griffin Bastian, 
percussionist NickAyers, keyboardist 
Jesse Clayton and trumpeter Ross 

The Macpodz (the name is a 
hybrid of Andes' nickname "B-mac," 
and the pods produced by Orca 
whales) came together in February 

Counseling Corner: Developing Resilience 
By Kristin Gillen 
Contributor: Counseling Center 

Throughout the 
course of life, individuals 
will encounter various 
challenges. 

People experience 
difficult adjustments, 
significant losses, 
disappointments, 
relationship stressors, and 
personal tragedy. What 
makes some of these 
adversities seem more 
manageable? Why do 
individuals enduring stress 
under similar circumstances 
experience their situations 
lD dramatically different 
ways? One factor that may 
moderate people's responses 
to stress is resilience. 

Resilience refers to 
a personal resource that 
enables individuals to 
respond effectively to 
challenge and adversity. 
Resilience is not a specific 
characteristic one possesses, 
nor is it a static quality;. 
Rather, it is a generalized 
way of responding to stress 
and develops throughout 
one's lifetime. Thus, the 
path to resilience is a process 
and can be facilitated lD 

various ways. 
First, cultivating 

and maintaining healthy 
interpersonal relationships 
can serve as a buffer against 
stress. The sense that one's 
struggles are acknowledged 
and validated by others 
can provide the motivation 

for the individual to cope 
with challenge. Thus, 
relationships are often a 
source of solace during 
difficult circumstances. 

Possessing a realistic 
and hopeful attitude 
about life can be helpful 
in viewing obstacles as 
surmountable. Change, 
anxiety, disappointment, and 
confusion are conditions of 
living. Rather than denying 
their existence, it can be 
helpful to regard these 
experiences as worthy of 
attention and as integral in 
building character. 

Accepting what can 
be changed and what one 
has control over provides a 
realistic perspective as well. 
Additionally, maintaining 

a sense of humor about 
one's imperfections and 
difficulties can facilitate a 
resilient perspective. 

Self-esteem IS also 
essential. This self
confidence may make goals 
seems more attainable and 
may help individuals view 
obstacles as opportunities. 
The belief that one 
possesses, or can access, 
the necessary resources in 
overcoming a challenge is 
helpful. 

Recognizing, accepting, 
and working through intense 
emotions is important as 
well. It should be noted that 
developing resi lience does 
not mean that individuals 
do not experience stress 
or difficult emotions. In 

fact, adversity often serves 
as a catalyst in facilitating 
resiliency. Thus, working 
through intense feelings, 
rather than dismissing them, 
may provide individuals 
with a foundation of hope 
and strength in coping with 
future stresses. Participating 
in counseling can be helpful 
as well, as reflection and 
self-exploration may 
heighten one's awareness 
of areas requiring personal 
development and growth. 

If you are interested 
lD learning more about 
developing personal 
resilience, please consider 
making an appointment at 
the Counseling Center to 
discuss resilience-building 
strategies. 
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An empty chapel: Religion and apathy at K 
By Thomas Gilchrist 
and Jillian McLaughlin 
Staff Writer 

It's Wednesday and the Interfaith 
Panel at Humphrey House is slated to 
begin at 4:30, but the audience is nowhere 
to be found - or one could say very easy 
to find? There is one audience member 
and a lone Index reporter, trying to find 
out the state of religion at K. The diverse 
field of eight panelists - Muslim, 
evangelical Christian, Protestan~ and 
Jewish - vastly overwhelmed the 
sparse onlookers, but strangely enough 
represented faith on K's campus at large: 
small, diverse, and largely dismissed. 

"The faith [at K] is 'I believe that if 
I work hard enough, maybe I'll be OK,' 
which I believe is a very unhealthy faith 
to have." said Chaplain Dr. Mary Ellen 
Ashcroft, chuckling over her tea one 
Friday afternoon. 

'It's just not cool to be religious here' 

David Kudzia K'08, finds that anti
religious sentiment mostly comes up 
in conversation, not in any organized 
fashion. 

"I believe it was last year I was 
having a conversation with someone 
and it got on the topic of the local GLBT 
group called Kaleidoscope," he said. '1 
said I didn't support them and they asked 
me why and I was explaining it to them 
and the assumption that was drawn was 
that you automatically hate anyone who 
is gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender 
and you have to spend time explaining to 
them it's not what you believe and it's not 
what your church supports. It's the old 
saying of hate the sin, love the sinner." 

It's difficult to discern the reasons 
why K's student population is distrustful 
and at some times hostile toward religion, 
particularly Christianity. Last week, the 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship ran 
chapel and only 10-15 students showed 
up to listen, said Rachel Udow K'09, a 
student chaplain. 

Udow sees the disdain for religion, 
particularly Christianity, as being related 
to the view of Christians as bigots, anti
intellectual and conservative in regard to 
politics. 

'The general vibe on campus 
toward religion seems to be skepticism 
and cynicism. especially regarding 
Christianity," she said. "The way that 

people see Christianity on this campus is 
right-wing Christianity. They associate it 
with intolerance, particularly with regard 
to gay marriage. And I don't think people 
take the time to get to know the kids from 
Inter-Varsity and to get to know their 
politics. " 

Although Udow is a chaplain, she 
doesn't describe herself 
as a Christian and is not 
involved with Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship. 

'1f I were religious 
I don't think I'd be 
comfortable saying it and 
I think that's a shame," she 
said. '1t's just not cool to 
be religious here." 

The Spirit of Stress 

Spirituality on campus manifests 
itself more in non-denominational 
activities than organized religion. The 
popularity of spirituality groups attest to 
the interest in "exploring your place in 
the universe," said Lipson. There are 15 
spirituality groups for women and the 
program continues to grow. Joe Warner 

Schmeichel's religion classes often enroll 
more students than the cap prescribes: 
nearly 40 students emolled in Introduction 
to the New Testament this spring. 

"I think that people feel comfortable 
studying religion academically maybe 
because it's a safe distance," said Udow. 
"Doing it in an academic way puts it at 

a distance, makes it more 
legitimate to examine." 

Reshaping Tradition 

"Most students at K 
are pretty anti-religion, so 
I arn trying to keep religion 
at the fringes, and focus 
more on spirituality," Dr. 
Ashcroft said. 

College is a fresh start. 
Religion, in many cases, 
undergoes a major overhaul, 
if not demolition, resulting 
m broad anti-religious 
sentiment on campus. 

Whatever the reason, 
religion is not a priority at 
K. Everyone knows the 
scenario - big tes~ a bigger 
paper, four meetings ... 
and don't forget about lab. 
In a rigorous academic 
enviromnent like K, 

A barren chapel, representative 
ward faith demonstrated by the 

of the 
majority 

Photo! Jillian Mclaughlin 
lack of out-

ogf K students. 

"You can't inherit 
your parent's religion," Dr. 
Ashcroft said. 

religion almost always takes a backseat 
to other activities. 

"You need to take time to care 
for your inner person as well as your 
grades and resume. You need places 
you can be honest with yourself and 
others," Ashcroft said. "I think there is a 
tremendous amount of drivenness, and 
sense of being judged, and that can lead 
to a lack of honesty." 

This "failure" to pamper one's oft
forgotten needs of personal wellness 
leads people to forget about the fact that 
they exist altogether, and this leads to 
more unhealthy acts. 

"People aren't honest to each other 
as they might be, and you do that during 
the week, on the weekend, you get 
smashed," Ashcroft said. 

Doree Lipson, counselor and 
meditation teacher at K, offers an 
alternative to organized religion 
- meditation. Meditation for some 
people can be their way of experiencing 
spirituality. 

"I think it's helpful because there's 
this culture on K's campus of going, 
going, going. Achieving, achieving, 
achieving. And there's really no time to 
just stop. Meditation is doing nothing," 
said Lipson. 

K'09 founded the Men's Spirituality 
Group this year as a way for men to talk 
and establish a deeper fellowship. 

Students explore and think about big 
questions, just not in the traditional setting 
of a chapel, synagogue, or mosque. 

'Go read a book' 

The religious are a small but 
diverse group at K. Aside from the 
sects represented at the Interfaith Panel, 
there are also Buddhist and Hindu 
organizations. Since the members of the 
Interfaith Panel who actively practice 
their respective faiths are a minority, 
they sometimes are treated as the 'token' 
religious kids that accentuate the diverse 
academic enviromnent at K. 

"I have people come and ask me 
things about Judaism and I'm like, 'Go 
read a book,'" said Jennie Smith K'08. 
"If I want to be a member of the Jewish 
Student Organization then I become the 
face of Judaism." 

Mohsen Ghazi K'IO added: "You 
always have that token feeling." 

While participation in organized 
religion may not be pervasive in the 
student population, becoming educated 
about religion certainly is. Dr. Waldemar 

Each year she receives 
the "religious preference forms" of 
incoming freshmen. In each of her two 
years atK, there have been a few Buddhists 
and Hindus, about 30 Jews, a dozen or 
so Muslims, and a few dozen practicing 
Catholics and Protestants. However, the 
overwhelming majority either selected 
"no faith background" or "do not wish to 
continue faith background," she said. 

Since "religion" is something of a 
pink elephant on campus, Dr. Ashcroft 
instead focuses on spirituality, while 
making surl.! not to neglect the religious 
traditions students have left home with 
their parents. 

"I feel like I've tried to encourage 
different students who've identified with 
a religious group to fully explore tha~" 
Dr. Ashcroft said. 

''You have re-think 'What do I 
want?' I hope that part of what I am 
doing is allowing people an opportunity 
to do tha~" she said. "I see [spirituality] 
as being more about the ways we connect 
with ourselves, with each other, and 
perhaps with nature." 

The programs and spaces in the 
Chapelprovidestudentswithopportunities 
to connect with themselves and each other. 
Most nights, students can be found in the 

»Religion: Page 7 
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• finales What's on TV: sprIng season 
By Lisa Phillips 
Staff Writer 

wraps up on Sunday. Now that almost 
everyone on Wisteria Lane has slept 
with their neighbor, gardener, and 
friend's ex-husband, it's finally 
time for two of these homemakers 

picks a winner of its sixth season 
next Wednesday, May 23. According 

will cry, Simon Cowell will be a jerk 
for no reason, and Ryan Seacrest will 

smile more than anyone ever 
thought possible. As the school year winds down, so 

do most television shows. 
Yes, it's true, most of our favorite 

viewing pleasures are ending their 
seasons within the next week, leaving 
us at the mercy of the inevitable reruns, 
cheesy soap operas, and tasteless MTV 
shows to pollute our minds all summer. 
As this travesty nears, it is time for 
a recap of the hottest shows of the 
season, and what to expect from their 
season finales. 

Grey's Anatomy, one of the most 
popular shows on college campuses, 
ends its third season tonight. 

to settle down and get married. 
Of course, this won't actually 

happen, as the show's track 
record on finalized marriages is 
pretty shoddy, and one can almost 
guarantee that at least one of the 
weddings will be cancelled. 

"CSI" and its various spin-offs 
in Miami and New York all wrap 

Cult favorite "Lost" finishes 
up next Wednesday. It's 
impossible to tell what's going 
on in this show unless one has 
watched it from the beginning, 
so it's futile even attempt to 
offer an explanation of the finale, 
especially since ABC is notorious 
for keeping any hints for 
upcoming episodes under wraps. 
Expect a confusing, plot-driven 
hour that only "Lost" regulars 
can understand. 

Primetime newcomers 
This drama-filled medical soap 

opera had more hookups than surgeries 
this season in the doctor's office. This 
finale promises not to disappoint as the 
marriage of Cristina and Burke brings 
several other relationships to a breaking 
point. 

up their seasons within the coming 
week. Although very few secrets 
were disclosed about any of the 
finales, one can fairly confidently 
predict that a serial killer will 
murder someone, he or she will be 
traced by a miniscule amount of 
evidence, and the end will feature 

Photo/file 
"Lost" is just one of a bevy of shows wrapping 

"Ugly Betty," "The Office," 
"Brothers and Sisters," "Boston 
Legal," and "Heroes" also end 
within the coming week. All in 
all, good television is ending fast, 

up this week after an entertaining spring of TV. 
a big moral confrontation between 
killer and investigator, not to say this 
franchise is predictable or anything. 

The guilty pleasure of moms 
everywhere, "Desperate Housewives," 

The Goliath of primetime 
programming, "American Idol," 

to AOL.com, l7-year-old sensation 
Jordin Sparks is favored to be crowned 
the next "Idol" champion before she 
even becomes a legal adult. Everyone 

so blow off that homework, embrace 
that summer-itus, and watch the only 
episodes of the season that are usually 
worth the time. 

Religion: 'More about 
From Page 6 
Cavern or the clerestory playing 
games, studying, conversing, or 
meditating. 

The Future of Faith 

"I would see K as being 
very much a post-Christian 
place," Dr. Ashcroft 

said."You need to refresh 
your soul either by quiet, 
or nature, or music. Don't 
forget that that central part of 
you is as important as your 
brain, your resume, and your 
dating life." 

While the Chapel 
Program provides the 
opportunities for students 

House of Cards By Caleb Waldron 

o 

authenticity, ' 
to escape from the everyday 
stress of academia at K, Dr. 
Ashcroft warns against using 
faith as solely a means of 
escaping the pressures of 
life. 

"It's really important 
that [ spirituality] be more 
about authenticity and being 
our real selves. I would like 

Chaplain Ashcroft says 
people to be honest about 
their vulnerabilities, and 
about things that really matter 
to them. To me, that is what 
spirituality is," she said. 

The Spirituality Groups 
through the Chapel Program 
assist students in finding, 
redefining, and exploring 
spirituality and faith at a 

personal, individual level, 
and encourage the discovery 
of a spiritual home within 
K's campus. What they help 
people find will depend, but 
Dr. Mary Ellen Ashcroft 
hopes that it will provide 
fulfillment. 

"Not escape, but maybe 
balance. Health," she said. 

• 

.. 
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'Junemores'take inaugural Powder Puff game 16-6 
By Emily Murphy 
Contributor 

Spirited grunts rang out as 30 
female K students gathered for the 
inaugural Powder Puff flag football 
game Saturday at Angell Field. 

perfect extra point kick by sophomore 
Sarah Amosky. 

The Senmen rebutted with a 
handful of first downs on rushes by 
seniors Jenny Thomson and Lappan. 

from beginning to end - from the 
first orientation meeting, through 
the consecutive Sunday afternoon 
practices, to the final game. 

recommended sophomore center 
Olivia Murray, whose sentiment 
resonated throughout the field. 

The inaugural Powder Puff game 
was by all measures a success. United 

The game was a close battle; 
both teams demonstrated tremendous 
athleticism and strategic knowledge 
for a sport few had previously played. 
It was the "Junemores," though (the 
team composed of sophomores and 
juniors), led by quarterback Monisha 
Berkowski and linebacker Mariah 
Frye that ultimately triumphed with a 
final score of 16-6. Senior quarterback 
Sara Lappan and fellow lineman Liz 
Okey led their Senior-Freshmen team 
(the "Senmen") with notable agility 
and endurance. 

Emotions ran high and a handful 
of intense moments helped make the 
game competitive. 

But the Junemores 
struck again quickly. 
With the help of 
a stellar offensive 
line, sophomore 
wide receiver Emily 
Murphy caught a 40-
yard bomb that gave 
her team a first-and
goal. 

Freshmen 
Blayne Milbeck 
turned on the burners 
in the second half 
and rushed for the 
Senmen's only 
touchdown. Up 
16-6, sophomore 
receiver Stephanie It was the 
Jones and Amosky men' 16-6 in 
secured possession 

Randall rallied his peer athletes 

'Junemores' 
the college's 

courtesy 
on Saturday, defeating the 
inaugural Powder Puff football 

under the sunshine 
on a gorgeous 
spring afternoon, 
a new spin on 
empowerment took 
shape. Chemists and 
political scientists, 
girlfriends and 
sisters demonstrated 
that when given 
the chance, a good 
football game can be 
played regardless of 
gender. 

There has been 
some talk about 
a possible name 
change to something 

'Sen- less patronizing for 
game. next year, possibly 

one that might 

Adrenaline and anticipation built 
within each player, and at the sound 
of "hike," they were off. Speaking of 
"off," on the third play of the game, an 
unnamed junior had her shorts pulled 
down along with her flag. The comic 
relief provided hearty chuckles for all. 

Another memorable highlight 
included a 30-yard rushing touchdown 
by Berkowski followed by a near 

and the ultimate win for the Jurunors 
as the clock ran out. 

"This was my child," said senior 
Jared Randall, vice president of the 
Athletic Leadership Council and 
coach of the Senior-Freshmen team. 
With the help of Okey, the ALC 
president, Randall oversaw the process 

to help coach, including senior Dave 
Kelly and juniors Randy Rzeznik 
and Blake MacDonald. The event 
strengthened camaraderie between 
student teammates and showcased an 
impressive array of talent. 

"We should do this more 
often! Maybe have a club team," 

motivate additional women to play. 
Another idea is to sell tickets to the 
entire campus and use the game for a 
fundraiser. Name change or not, the 
event will take place next year, eager 
to attract more players and fans in the 
hopes of cultivating an long-standing 
Kalamazoo College tradition. 

Hornet baseball, softball teams wrap up 2007 campaigns 
scored three runs in the 
fifth inning to take a 4-3 
lead and close out the game 
through the final two innings. 
Freshman pitcher Brandon 
Luczak pitched the full seven 
innings, earnmg the wm 
while giving up three hits. 
The victory was his sixth of 
the season. 

RBI. By Ted Magdzinski 
StaftWriter 

Baseball 

The Kalamazoo College 
men's baseball team won its 
final doubleheader against 
the Alma College Scots on 
Saturday, May 5, to end 
the season on a high note. 
In danger of finishing ill 

last place in the MIAA, the 
Hornets took three of the last 
four games against Alma to 
move ahead of Olivet College 
in the standings. 

The WillS also gave 
them double-digit wins for 
the season, allowing them to 
finish 12-26 overall and 9-19 
in the MIAA. 

In Game 1, Kalamazoo 

"This season, the 
team has been far better at 
staying in games and being 
competitive," said senior 
captain Charlie Mackinnon. 

In Game 2, the Hornet 
bats came alive. The team 
combined for 13 hits to win 
the game 13-2. Sophomore 
catcher Ryan Benjamin went 
3-for-4 with a home run 
and three RBI. Mackinnon 
managed two hits and two 

With the victory, 
Kalamazoo put a cap on 
a season that started off 
roughly, with a 5-11 record 
before April that made 
transitioning to the bulk of 
the MlAA schedule difficult. 

"I don't think the season 
lived up to a lot of the guys' 
expectations. Some injuries 
and some tough losses early 
hurt us," said Mackinnon. 

With six seniors 
graduating, and only three 
juniors currently, next year's 
squad will be a young one, 
especially on the mound. But 
it's mighty talented. 

"We saw a lot from our 
younger guys, especially the 
younger pitchers and next 
year should be one to watch," 

Mackinnon said. 

Softball 

Heather Wheaton's 
second season as the head 
coach of the women's softball 
team didn't go as well as her 
and the team hoped. The 
Hornets finished out their 
season with two losses to 
Olivet last week, ending a 
difficult season. Kalamazoo 
went 4-23 and 1-15 in league 
play, finishing in ninth place 
in the MIAA. 

The highlight of the 
Hornets season was in March, 
when they went on a three
game win streak, beating 
Grinnell, Morrisville and St. 
Joseph's. 

The team's league win 

came in a 3-2 victory against 
Tri-State on April 22. Tri
State was the MlAA's co
league champion. Heidi 
Fetzner earned the complete
game win on the mound. 
Amelia Barker-King had 
three hits and Kelly Ames 
was the hero with a two-RBI 
double in the bottom of the 
sixth. 

Barker-King, a senior, 
led the team with a .344 
batting average and had 
seven RBI. Kari Anderson 
also had a good season in 
the batter's box, hitting .305. 
Kim Juwong batted .294 and 
Lauren Millar hit .292. 

Fetzner and Michelle 
Brittain each had two wins 
apiece on the hill for the 
Hornets. 
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Poet 
Stem 
visits K 
By Jillian McLaughlin 
Staff Writer 

The chapel filled 
with the Jimmy Durantee 
song, "Try a Little 
Tenderness", setting 
a nostalgiC mood for 
Gerald Stern's poetry 
readmg last Thursday 
night The Durante 
tune is Stern's favorite, 
according to English 
professor Diane Seuss, 
who brought Stern to 
campus and introduced 
the poet. Quickly, the 
tone switched as Stern 
fumbled with a Nalgene 
on the podium, his 
fedora curiously steady, 
"I don't know how to 
work this damn thing," 
he grumbled into the 
microphone. 

J ewish-Ameri can 
poet Gerald Stern visited 
campus to read from his 
new book, "Everything 
is Burning". The chapel 
nearly filled to capacity 
with students, faculty, 
and members of the 
community to see the 
award winning poet. 

To call him 
irreverent would be 
an understatement; 
to describe him as 
unconventional would 
not do justice. He calls 
himself, "ruinous, 
negative, perverse." Stern 
is the grandfather your 
parents try to placate, 
the person who teaches 
children their first 

> > Poet: Page 4 

Photo! Kate Boehm 
Stetson is no longer simply a chapel, it's a serene space for students to gather, re-
lax, reflect and escape from the high-stress campus and improve their emotional well-being. 

Goin' to the chapel 
New chapel spaces and programs Jaster campus community 
By Kate Boehm 
Executive Editor 

In the Cavern, the 
basement of Stetson Chapel, 
the atmosphere is radically 
different from the rest of 
campus. There is a sense 
of peace, of balance, of 
welcoming, that is hard to 
come by at K. 

The serenity of the 
Cavern begins directly 
outside its entrance, located 
on the southwest corner of 
the chapel, where students 
can converse around a 
crackling fire or sit in quiet 
contemplation by the bonsai 
garden. 

The Cavern itself is 
a picture of tranquility: a 
series of comfortable rooms 
for conversation, studying, 
and private reflection. A 

student chaplain or two 
greets newcomers with a 
smile, inviting them to take 
a cookie, a piece of fruit 
or a warm drink. Several 
students stretch out on 
mismatched couches in the 
various back rooms, working 
on homework and sipping tea 
and cocoa from homemade 
ceramic mugs. Others chat 
in the Clerestory, a cozy 
space above the choir loft, 
or meditate in the Crypt, a 
serene mini-chapel. One of 
eight spirituality groups or 
another student organization 
might be meeting in the 
official Cavern, a room 
filled with book shelves, 
knitting needles and yarn, 
chocolates and cookies, soft 
couches and colorful floor 
cushions. 

The harsh florescent 

bulbs of other campus 
buildings are nowhere to 
be seen in the Cavern; 
the lighting is soft and 
mellow, emanating from 
lamps, strings of holiday 
lights and, in the evenings, 
candles lit by the student 
chaplains. The low murmur 
of conversation is friendly 
and comforting, calming all 
who enter. 

When Rev. Dr. Mary 
Ellen Ashcroft took the 
position of K's Chaplain in 
the fall of 2005, the chapel 
program consisted of solely 
Friday services. Dr. Ashcroft 
saw the chapel program 
as a way to strengthen the 
emotional and spiritual 
health of the campus, and 
began to investigate what 
K needed most 111 that area. 

> >Chapel: Page 6 
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Ksexual 
abuse 
policy 
scrutinized 
By Nora Seilheimer 
Staff Writer 

As spring quarter 
comes to a clo e, the fight 
around the current sexua: 
assault policy peaks as 
student vOices repeatedly 
shatter the silence by 
calling out its shortcomings, 
frustrations and areas in 
need of improvement. K's 
expected summer plans 
hope to answer these calls. 

Quinn Davis K'08, 
who journeyed through 
the current policy earlier 
this quarter, questIOned the 
confidentiality and silence 
surrounding her own case. 

"Confidentiality 
is not about protecting 
the victim," said Davis. 
"It's about protecting the 
school's name. Whether 
that's their intention or not 
that's they way it makes the 
victim feel." 

The accused male 
student in Quinn's case was 
found not responsible for 
the alleged sexual assault. 
Davis struggled to find a 
way to vocalize against the 
case's confidentiality. 

"I still don't feel like I 
can talk about it. I do, but 
I shake" said Davis. "1 feel 
like it's all I have left to 
protect other women and to 
inform men about what is 
going on." 

When she looked up 
the policy on the college's 
website Davis not only 
found it difficult to locate, 

»Policy: Page 2 
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KATE'S (FAVORITE) PEOPLE 
, ames: Jackie Ball (right) 
and Malia Johnson, K '07 
Moods: J- Funky Fresh. 
M-Good. 
Birthdays: J- 1/19/1985. 
M- 1lI28/1984. 
Hometowns: Teeny towns 
( different ones) in Indiana 
Residences: Houses (dif
ferent ones) on Ingleside. 

Studies: J- Major in English· creative writing (fiction). minor in art. M· Major 
in art history, minor in English. 
K Plans: J- Studied abroad in Strasbourg. France. My SIP is a documentary 
that just showed yesterday. If you're sad dlll! you missed it.! 'II try to nul it again 
soon. M- Studied abroad in Rome. Italy. My SIP was an intemsltip at the St. 
Louis Art Museum where I focused on museum deaccessioning. 

Favorites: 
Smell J- Nothing beats a can of tennis balls that's just been opened. Except 

for maybe gasoline. I like smell, that are chemical and manufactured. They are 
far superior to organic smells like lilacs and such. I anl not a friend to nature. M· 
The smell as soon as you leave the Anchomge airport. I don't really know what 
that smell is, I like to think its the smell of Alaska. but you can also smell It right 
outside dlC Indianapolis Museum of Art, so I don 'I know what's up with that. 

Texture: J. Hayley's head. M· Probably grass on feet. 
Canlplls spot: J. The ledge overlooking the wildflower garden between 

Balch and Dow. M- The windowsill in the clerestory. the balcony area above the 
choir loft in ilie chapel. Especially at night, when you can see the glow of ilie 
fine arts building 

Class at K: J. Intro to Documentary. M· Ceramics I and Baroque Art. 
Professor(s); J- A Mozina. Because no one else gives us a speech at 8:30 

a.m. about how we should avoid sleep. M· Gail Griffin and Bruce Mills. 
Song: J. The opening song for the He-Man movie, Secret ofilie Sword. It's 

the one where She·Ra comes in. She rules. M· "Obvious CltiId" by Paul Simon. 
Or anything by Alana Davis. 

Jackie's animal cracker: A llanm,just like your lllllma. 
Malia's animal cracker: I would be a pretty ambiguous animal cracker be
cause I'm pretty indecisive. One of the graham cracker ones (J. you mean ilie 
kind wiili ilie frosting? and ilie little jimmies?!) What?! no, not with ilie little 
jimmies, the frosting iliough. The white frosting, not the pink. And it's really 
more like icing than frosting anyway. (1- why wouldn't you want ilie jimmies?!) 
Because if that was me 1 would not have little jinmlies. 
Kate and Malia describe Jackie as: Random in the best possible way. creanve 
(K-like a fish. M· fish are not creative!!), loveable and hugable. 
Kate and Jackie describe Malia as: Secretively wacko (J- she hides it well, 
but we totally I1llIde a pirate-themed reindeer cake one time and lit it on FIRE). 
wandering, contemplative. but fun-loving (J- she's like a pool). 
Jackie describes herself as: COI11plex and enigmatic, wiili a creamy filling. 
Malia describes herself as: Quiet, adventurous and precise, but laid back 
Jackie's passions: Venture Bros. Integrity. How much King Kong suck.~. Oh 
yeah. and difterently sized foods. Like tiny cakes or giant cans of soup. 
Malia's passions: Museums, art, art mu.'>Cums, poetry, adventures, fireweed. 
Last words: J- I realize integrity is a stupid pa~sion, but I couldn't iliink of a 
good way to word it. I want some cucumbers. M- I don't have any last words. 
Wait, are dl0se my last words? 

--compiled bv Kate Boehm. Executive Editor. 
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Policy: Process challenged 
From Front 
but frustrating to piece together as not 
all of the information was in one place. 

Davis' largest criticism of ilie 
current policy was the community's 
overall understanding of exactly what 
it entails. 

"Nobody is well versed in the 
policy. It's so vague it's hard to be" said 
Davis. 

Megan Chuhran K'07, who spent 
ilie spring quarter of her sophomore 
year walking through each step of ilie 
current policy, was also put off by ilie 
confidentiality surrounding her case. 

"At ilie end of my hearing, I was 
given nodling" said ChuIrran. "I was 
told to keep it confidential and then I 
spoke at Take Back ilie Night anyway. 
It's my story, how can you tell me to 
keep it confidential? Confidentiality 
breeds shame and secrecy." 

Chuhran's case, sinlilar to Davis', 
took seven weeks from start to finish. 
Boili women agreed that seven weeks 
was far too long. 

"It's not just seven weeks of 
nothing. For me it was seven weeks of 
interviews wiili ilie Dean, interviews 
wiili Tim Young, talking to my witnesses 
about what questions I am going to ask 
him (ilie accused), ilie questions I am 
going to ask iliem and his witnesses. It 
was seven weeks of reading all of his 
statements and working from iliem," 
said Chuhran. 

Looking back, ChuIrran wondered 
about ilie school's ability to support its 
victims during and after ilie hearing. 

"I don't know that I would ever 
tell anoilier woman to go through ilie 
policy at our school," said ChuIrran. 
"Even iliough he (ilie accused) has 
been expelled I don't know think iliat I 
have been helped." 

Tltis spring quarter, students have 
been called togeilier to divide and 
conquer separate issues surrounding 
sexual assault on campus. Spearheaded 
by juniors Eric Beers, David Hyman 
and Stephanie Ong, this group hopes to 
educate ilie campus community about 
this issue specific to K. 

"We want to change ilie current 
policy, but our immediate goal is 
awareness," said Ong. 

Hyman, an active member of the 
Campus Life Committee, suggested 
the group also acts as an outlet for 
voices not always heard or projected. 

"We discovered this subculture of 
students who were assaulted and had 
no voice," said Hyman. "This group is 
a means of having that voice heard by 
bringing it to ilie forefront." 

Beers, Ong and Hyman stressed 
ilie importance and lack of education 
pertaining to the definition of sexual 
assault and a clear widespread 
understanding ofilie college's policy. 

"Education won't stop all of the 
sexual assault, but it can really reduce 
ilie number and change what people 
expect in social context," said Ong. 

Sarah Westfall, Dean of Students, 
also agrees that there is cloud of 
confusion railier than comprehension 
surrounding the current policy. 

"People don't understand ilie 
process very well, so they don't trust 
it," said Westfall. "The information 
isn't very clear and hard to navigate." 

Westfall, like many concerned 
students, stresses the value around 
education about iliis issue. She spoke 
of bringing Sex Signals back to 
campus, including more information 
in First-Year Forums and the chapel 
program along about the school's 
policy and procedure along wiili more 
resources on the college's website. 

Westfall also looks forward to this 
summer as an opportunity to rebuff 
some of ilie policy's weaker areas. 
She hopes to reconstruct ilie way that 
panels are prepared by training a group 
of people railier ilian selecting iliem at 
random when needed. 

"The trammg will entail 
understanding what their role is, 
becoming familiar with the code 
of conduct and learmng how to run 
a hearing. They will be trained to 
listen well, ask good questions and to 
interpret ilie policy on behalf of the 
college," said Westfall. 

Westfall also noted collecting a 
group of students, faculty and staff 
members who are trained to act as 
response folks and are well versed in 
the policy. Tltis way a student who 
has been sexually assaulted may get 
ilie resources and support they need 
wiiliout feeling ilie pressure to or the 
stress from filing a report. 

"It's all gomg to change this 
summer," said Westfall. "The goal is 
to make the processes more intuitive 
and easier to understand and to 
communicate better about iliem." 
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Extraordinary experience for Dr. Barclay in Germany 
By Roger Garfield 
Executive Editor 

Brad Brinkman knew he wouldn't 
be tested on the material. So did the rest of 
the students in History 395. Nevertheless, 
they all scribbled in their notebooks 
furiously, heads down, pencils withering. 
They did not want to miss out on one 
detail of their professor's compelling and 
dauntingly informational lecture. 

The subject: the Cold War. The 
orator: Dr. David E. Barclay. Brinkman, 
now a senior, had never taken a class of 
Barclay's before, but it didn't take long 
for him to understand and appreciate 
the historian's tremendous wealth of 
knowledge. 

he's trying on a different one every day 
- in Germany. 

Since the 1 970s when he received his 
Ph.D. in history from Stanford University, 
Barclay has kept Germany at the center of 
his academic radar. He studied there for 
the first time as a grad 
student in 1972 and 
has returned frequently 
in the 35 years since, 
perpetually trying to 
satisfY his thirst for 
knowledge. But it 
seems unquenchable. 

I've ever met, and it's both humbling and 
incredibly mind-expanding to be able to 
do this." 

While Barclay missed out on 
National Championships from his 
beloved Gators in both football and 

most open and genuinely democratic 
on earth," he said. "It has been my 
constant impression, especially in recent 
years, that German politicians are much 
more accessible to the public and, as 
human beings, more genuine and open 

than their American 
counterparts. American 
stereotypes about 
contemporary Germans 
are horribly dated and 
very annoying. At the 
same time, I worry about 
German, and European, 
stereotypes about the 
U.S., which like 
stereotypes generally 
are based on breathtaking 
ignorance." "We'd be going over things about 

the Cold War, and he'd have a story 
about some hotel he was at in Berlin in 
the 70s or 80s," Brinkman said. "'The fact 
that he's done so much and experienced 
these things firsthand really improved his 
ability to teach the material." 

Barclay, 58, is a distinguished 
professor of history and the Margaret and 
Roger Scholten professor of international 
studies at Kalamazoo College. But for all 
intents and purposes, that can be called 
his day job. Barclay wears many hats, 
and this academic year it seems as though 

This year, as a 
Fellow of the Amcncan 
Academy in Berlin, 
he has given lectures, 
presented papers, 
interviewed on radio 
shows and undertaken 
a new research project: 
a history of West 
Berlin from the time of 
Berlin's 1948 division 
until 1994 when the 
final troops left town. 

Photo! Sven Strakeljahn 
Dr. David E. Barclay (left), K professor of history, is currently lecturing 
and writing in Germany as a Fellow of the American Academy in Berlin. 

In addition to his 
studies, Barclay serves 
as the executive drrector 
of the German Studies 
Association - a post 
that history department 
chair Dr. John Wickstrom 
calls "head of the most 

"Nobodyhassofarwrittenspecifica1ly 
on West Berlin as a quintessential creation 
of and expression of the larger Cold War 
division of the world," Barclay said. 
While the project rnay take several years 

Colorado College Summer Session 2007 

-Over 60 courses in over 30 departments 

-Experiential learning throughout the American 
Southwest and across the globe including 
Argentina, Honduras, Spain, Italy, Japan, and the Arctic 

·Dance, music, voice, 
taught by nationally 
professionals 

drama, and film intensives 
and internationally known 

to complete, 
Barclay is 
relishing the 
opportuni ty 
to conduct his 
research in Berlin 
while having the 
fruitful backdrop 
of the Academy 
at his disposal. 

M Y 
stay here has 
been the most 
extraordinary 
intellectual 
expenence of 
my entire adult 
life," Barclay 
said. "Every 
day is like an 
advanced seminar 
in the liberal 
arts. 1 get to have 
breakfast and 
dinner with some 
of the smartest, 
most gifted, most 
creative people 

basketball this year - he received both 
his Bachelor's and Master's degrees 
from the University of Florida - life in 
Germany is comfortable. The Academy 
provides him 10 meals a week and an 
apartment, where he lives with his wife. 
He spends most of his time conducting 
research either at the Hans Amhold Center 
on the Academy's campus or at archives 
throughout Berlin. And the knowledge he 
continues to consume invigorates him. 

. "1 am being reminded again," 
he said, "that the Cold War was not a 
game, and it was not simply a matter of 
ideological posturing by the superpowers. 
It was very real, it was very grim, it was 
very dangerous, and we are extremely 
lucky that we all got out of it as well as 
we did." 

Throughout his work this year, and 
in the past, Barclay has pored over the 
significance of Germany's evolution 
on political and societal backdrop in 
addition to a historical one. And to hear 
him speak about it in comparison with 
the United States is refreshing - and 
perhaps horrifYing. 

"I've experienced the entire 
transition from division to unification, 
and from a society that was still really 
struggling with its history to a society 
that, while continuing to confront its 
past honestly and directly, is one of the 

prestigious academic body in this country 
that deals with German studies." 

Wickstrom doesn't lament his 
colleague's absence this academic 
year; instead, he celebrates it. "His 
extensive travels throughout the world 
and [contact] with important figures 
not only in academia but in government 
and business is giving exposure to the 
college's name, and, in terms of [his] 
position, the academic excellence of its 
faculty," Wickstrom said. "We could 
not ask for a more important connection 
between the college and many centers 
of influence both in this country and 
abroad." 

While a man as heralded, 
knowledgeable and traveled as Barclay 
surely has some clout in academia, for 
him to be able to step out of the spotlight 
and teach as effectively as he did was 
what impressed Brinkman the most in 
his course last spring. 

"There may be a stereotype of top 
professors being reticent and elitist," 
said Brinkman, "but I think to be as 
successful as he's been, it's important 
that he care so much about his subject 
and about other people, and about 
cultivating a similar passion ill students. 
If I [had] ended up taking a class with 
Dr. Barclay earlier in my time, I might 
have ended up as a major." 
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"Georgia Rule": Don't expect much from this film 
By Chelsea Phelps 
Executive Editor 

One popular theory 
about life is that it's a cosmic 
joke. It's easy to imagine 
that something just out of 
reach is pulling tricks out 
of the cosmic goody bag 
and throwing them in our 
paths. Luckily for the human 
race that thing is neither 
director Gary Marshall or 
screenwriter Mark Andrus. 
Not only do they not know 
how to handle a complicated 
situation, but they then throw 
every possible drama, plot 
twist and back-story into 
the script that can be fit into 
ninety minutes. Sounds head 
spinning right? Well, it is. 

strayed from the plot. Clearly 
smitten for an Oscar he tried 
to make a simple but complex 
plot, but instead came 
out with a downright 
complicated plot. The 
script really could 
have done without the 
religious tensions, dead 
father drama, two new 
love interests, dead 
spouse of a secondary 
character, and deviant 
adolescent Mormons all 
packed in like sardines 
in a Tic Tac box. 
Georgia Rule number 
one: pick a heading and 
stick to it, don't leave 
the viewer lost at sea. 

Georgia Rule 

flat as the color white she 
wears through ought the 
whole film, with a touch of 

a girl named Rachel. 
Huffman plays a truly 

great alcoholic but scene 

Felicity Huffman driving 
off in the middle of nowhere 
and leaving Lohan in the 

The most frustrating part 
of sitting through a film like 
this is that it had all of the 
potential in the world. The plot 
could have been spectacular. 
Three generations have to 
deal with the transgressions 
of their mother that comes 
back to bite them all in the 
ass while in a bizarre rural 
Idaho town. That would have 
been a great film. But Andrus 

number two: don't 
waste an Oscar 
worthy ensemble on i Walkington 

dust. When the silver 
Mercedes rounds 
the comer, the film 
quickly becomes a flat 
as the shoe that Lohan 
kicks off her feet, dead 
in the middle of the 
road, nowhere near the 
caliber needed for a trip 
to the Kodak theatre. 
But with the trash that 
gets put before us on 
the big screen these 
days who knows. But 
that's the problem with 
cinema these days: 
it's either too drawn 
out or to short, there's 
not goldilocks. It's a 
problem indicative 
to all mass media. 
The media will report 
endlessly about Paris 
Hilton going to jail 

Even great performances from a 
sey Lohan's new film "Georgia Rule" 

a crap script. Lindsay 
Lohan may be more 
obnoxious than Paris 
Hilton, but the girl can act. 
And in this film she was in 
good company with Jane 
Fonda, Felicity Huffman and 
Dermont Mulroney. But even 
brilliant acting can't bring to 
life flat characters. Lohan's 

stellar cast couldn't save lind
from getting a few rotten tomatoes. 
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character Rachel 
came off more like 
a schizophrenic than 
a troubled teen. Her 
character remains as 

red sexuality thrown into 
a couple of scenes. While 
Lohan plays up the comedic 
side to her characters sexual 
taunts to the Mormon 
community, overall there's 
really nothing else to Rachel. 
She's all about sex; her 
whole life is about forbidden 
sex. Jenna Jameson's E True 
Hollywood story is more 
compelling than this story of 

after scene of her wandering 
around half naked and 
completely drunk, you have 
to wonder why the hell this 
woman is constantly drunk. 
Certainly Jane Fonda's rule 
of dinner at 6pm sharp and 
not using the Lord's name in 
vain isn't enough to drive the 
Louis Vuitton toting prude to 
the Tangueray bottle. 

The film opens with 

or the latest feud between 
Donald and Rosie, but will 
get a small clip on what's 
happening in Darfur (i.e. 
real news). It's as though 
the media, perhaps even the 
general public has lost sight 
of what the real story is. 
Films like "Georgia Rule" 
are a crude reminder of that 
as they lead us down an 
unresolved path. 

Poet: Gerald Stem visits K, reads from new book 
From Frant 
curse words. He read from poems 
describing swans as a delicacy, the 
rooster as a Jew, and himself as a 
Mongolian. Later, Stem "corrected" 
the sonnet, from 14 lines to 19. he 
explained. 

Changing tone, Stem explored 
Jewish identity in his poem 
"Hydrangea" where he negates the 
idea that Jews need to support other 
Jews regardless of other qualities. 

A standmg ovation punctuated 
Stem's reading. After the applause 
ended, Janelle Nystrom K'IO said, 
"He was very powerful, you could 
hear wisdom in his voice." 

Stern's wisdom has been well 

rewarded as 
of several 
the National 

he is the winner 
prizes including 
Book Award, the 

Lamont Prize, a Guggenheim, 
three NEA awards, and a 
fellowship from the Academy of 
Arts and Letters. 

Stem was elected a 
Chancellor of the Academy 
of American Poets in 2006. 
He taught at the prestigious 
University of Iowa's Writer's 
Workshop and now resides on 
the East Coast. 

His presence was greatly 
enjoyed and highly anticipated 
by the Kalamazoo College 
campus. 

Photo! file 
Award-winning poet Gerald Stern vis-
ited K alst week to read from his new book. 
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sex fight then swims off, 
leaving the other flatworm to 
care for the developing eggs. 
This takes a lot of energy 
for the mother worm, hence 
the drive for the flatworm to 
be the father rather than the 
mother. 

female dies, the next largest 
male will become female, 
and the next largest male 
will become its mate. 

Thursday, May 24, 2007 S 

In this column, I've 
covered some weird things. 
From enjoying being 
urinated on to being aroused 
by socks to wanting to have 
sex while dressed as a big 
furry animal, the sex lives 
of humans can be pretty out 
there. However, we humans 
don't exactly have the market 
cornered on weird. This 
week, I'm taking a break 
from human copulation to 
write about some of the truly 

bizarre mating habits in the 
animal world. 

The sea hare is also a 
hermaphrodite, but it has a 
more peaceful approach to 
sex. Rather than fighting over 
who gets to play which role, 
sea hares will sometimes 
form chains to mate, with 
each animal acting as a 
female to the animal behind 
it and a male to the animal in 
front. This normally happens 
in dense populations, or in 
aquariums housing several 
sea hares. 

Weird animal happens 
on land as well as in the 
sea. Giraffes, for instance, 
engage in some odd courting 
practices. When a male 
giraffe is interested in a 
female, he will nudge her 
on the rump, encouraging 
her to urinate. He will then 
taste some of her urine to 
determine whether she is 
in estrus. If she is, he will 
follow her around until she 
allows him to mate with 
her. often tailing her for 
several hours, waiting for 
his chance. 

behavior includes the wild 
orgies of the red-sided garter 
snake. When female garters 
emerge from hibernation, 
they exude a pheromone 
that attracts male snakes in 
droves. Hundreds of male 
snakes will form a "mating 
ball" around a female snake! 
attempting to mate with 
her. She chooses only one 
male to mate with, and after 
that ceases to be attractive 
to the other male snakes, 
who disperse. Interestingly 
enough, some male garters 
imitate the female snakes, 
exuding the same pheromone 
and attracting their own 
writing mating balls of other 
male snakes. One theory as to 
why this happens is that the 
female-impersonating male 
gains warmth and protection 
inside this ball of other male 
snakes. 

Some of the weirdest 
animal sex occurs among 
animals that are actually 
hermaphroditic, that is, 
have both male and female 
sex organs. Flatworms, 
for instance, are all 
hermaphrodites. When 
flatworms mate, each 
competes to stab the other 
with its penis before it is 
stabbed. The winner of this 

Clownfish, the cute 
little orange and white fish 
popularized by Disney's 
Finding Nemo, can actually 
change sex. It works this 
way: a breeding pair of 
clownfish will call one 
anemone home, along with 
a few other non-breeding 
clownfish. The largest fish 
is always the female. If the 

Giraffes aren't the only 
animals into urine play. 
When porcupines mate, the 
male first sprays the female 
down with a stream of urine. 
If she's not impressed, she'll 
scream to tell him to back off. 
If she's into the male, she'll 
raise her tail and present 
her quill-less underbelly, 
allowing him to mount her. 

Other kinky animal 

The moral of this story? 
Sex is always weird, even 
in the animal kingdom. 
What may seem unnatural 
and bizarre for humans is 
often the norm in the natural 
world. 

Counseling Corner: Applying Positive Psychology: Talk to Yourself Better 
By Julie Meredith Davis 
Contributor: Counseling Center 

Positive Psychology highlights 
areas of personal successes and 

. talents, affirming emotive experiences 
and productive personal qualities. A 
primary focus of Positive Psychology 
is modifying our self-talk so that it is 
constructive and affirmative through 
both successes and failures. 

Our self-talk, even if we are 
unaware of it, is very powerful. It 
directs our levels of motivation and 
emotional health. Our self-talk tells us 
how to react in various circumstances: 
be the "drama queen/king," be "calm 
and collected," etc. How we respond 
to any event is based upon what we 
are telling ourselves about ourselves 
and about the event we are responding 
to. So, when you continue to do well, 
it is because your self-talk tells you 
that doing well is possible. When 
you continue to have problems, it is 
because your self-talk tells you that 
you are unlikely to or can't do well. 

Quite simply, your self-talk can give 
you hope AND propel actions that are 
productive and positive or it will give 
you a pessimistic attitude that propels 
indecisiveness and inaction. 

Because your self-talk is so 
powerful, it is important to know 
what your inner voice is saying and 
whether it reflects inner and outer 
reality. For example, if you truly are 
not a good singer, it is realistic to 
state, "I can't sing." Likewise, if you 
are an exceptional dancer, it is not 
arrogance to recognize this reality. 
If, however, you are a person who's 
self-talk is all or nothing (i.e. "I can 
do anything" or "I can't do anything 
right,") then you have a problem. 
You over generalize one inability or 
ability to your inability or ability to 
perform everything else. Do you see 
the problem with that line of thinking 
and how the negative voice can cause 
you problems including keeping you 
from experiences and limiting your 
options? By revising these faulty 
declarations about yourself, you will 

make changes to your beliefs about 
yourself, others and the world, which 
in turn guides positive changes to 
your overall behavior and interactions 
with others. 

For example, you expect and aspire 
to be a well-known, published author 
someday. You have written numerous 
stories for children and adults. You 
have even designed the illustrations 
for your children's books. But, you 
haven't submitted any manuscripts 
to an agent. You say, "If it is meant 
to be, it'll just happen." Perhaps, but 
consider what you are really telling 
yourself: "I can't really be a published 
writer." "I don 'I really deserve this." 
"It will never happen." How much 
better could it be if your self-talk 
were, "I am intelligent and creative. 
My stories are good. I will look for 
opportunities to submit my writings." 
Can you see the difference between 
the two self-talk conversations? In 
the first, you are passively involved 
III your life and have given control 
over to "the publishing gods." In the 

second, you are actively involved and 
in control of how you will proceed. 

Here is the bottom line: your 
self-talk determines who you are, 
how you feel and how you act. So, 
if you are having problems with 
who you are or with your emotional 
and behavioral actions, you need 
to examine your self-talk. First, 
become aware of what you are telling 
yourself. Write you're self-dialogue 
down as well as what was happening 
around you. In so doing, you will 
be able to see connections between 
what is happening to you and whal 
you are saying to yourself. Second, 
compare your self-talk declarations 
with what actually happens. When 
you do this, you determine the truth 
and logic of your self-talk. If you 
find a flawed statement, you need 
to locate the exact error and correct 
it. By monitoring your self-talk 
and ensuring that your statements 
are true and logical, you are giving 
yourself a gift: the gift of hope and 
confidence. 
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Chapel: Cavern fills campus need of gathering space 
From Front 
The first deficit she noticed was 
a lack of nonacademic gathering 
places for students. 

"I really saw a need for a 
,pace," Dr. Ashcroft said. "I never 
realized something as simple as an 
open space could be so important, 
simply a place for people to come. 
We have worked to create spaces in 
the chapel where people can sit and 
connect with each other and with 
themsel ves ." 

In the past two years, Dr. Ashcroft 
and her group of student chaplains 
have transformed the Cavern from 
a senes of empty, drab rooms into 
a free, open space for students, one 
that IS focused on ImproVing the 
well-being of individuals and the 
sense of community for the campus 
as a whole. Sophomore Dorothy 
Trippel, a student chaplain, sees 
students use the Cavern in a variety 
of ways. 
• "It's an escape from academia 
and a place to connect with people," 
said Trippel. "I think because it's 
open throughout the day it's a place 
people know they can come to just 
be -- to sit, to drink tea, to study, 
to talk about things that really 
matter, to have the 
conversations with 
friends they don't 
get a chance to have. 
There's a plethora of 
reasons to be here." 

with nature and with each other 
through canoeing and hiking. 

Sophomore Molly Sass, a 
student chaplain, believes that the 
chapel outings contribute to stronger 
relationships between individuals 
and a closer campus community as 
a whole. 

"Many programs, like the canoe 
trip, bring a diverse group of people 
-- faculty, staff, students of every 
year, individuals with all different 
connections to the chapel -- together 
to simply interact and get to know 
each other outside the academic 
setting," said Sass. "It makes us all 
a lot more human." 

The chapel program has also 
run a number of retreats for specific 
groups of students, including 
juniors returning from study abroad 
and seniors entermg their final year 
at K. The chapel also hosted a 
day of bread baking for first-years 
earlier this year, and is planning 
a retreat for rising sophomores 
this upcoming fall. Dr. Ashcroft 
believes such events to be very 
important to college students, as 
they are facing major turning points 
in their lives and retreats give them 
the opportunity to reflect. 

In addition to 
creating and caring 
for the Cavern space 
itself, as well as 
continuing to host 
Friday services in 
Stetson, the chapel 
program has evolved 
to provide a great 
number of different 
services to the 
campus community. 
1 he chapel has hosted 
a number of different 
lectures, panels and 
workshops covering a 
wide range of topics. 
The chapel has also 
organized several 
off-campus trips for 
students, faculty and 
staff to communicate 

Photo! Kate Boehm 
A new space in the chapel for quiet conversation and re
flection is the Clerestory, located above the choir loft. 

"In some of the 
small groups I led 
last year, I was very 
surprised at the 
number of things 
the students hadn't 
talked to each other 
about, things they 
felt insecure about, 
things they were 
competitive about," 
she said. "They 
were also surprised; 
they never thought 
others felt the 
same way. I feel 
that this is a very 
Important function 
of the spirituality 
groups. They give 
an opportunity 
for students to 
hear from each 
other, express 
vulnerabilities, be 
honest, build deeper 
relationships. " 

The many 

Photo! Kate Boehm 
Spirituality groups and various student organizations meet 
in the Cavern, a cozy room filled with books and couches. 

dimensions of the 
chapel program, from the panels 
and lectures, to the retreats and 
off-campus trips, to the spirituality 
groups and free spaces in the 
Cavern, all focus on bettering the 
overall sense of community on K's 
campus, as well as giving students 
the opportunity to explore and push 
their own spirituality. Dr. Ashcroft 
sees this as a key element to a 
student's individual development 
and growth. 

"These retreats provide 
opportunities for students to stop 
and process, to make sense of 
things and to ask deep questions of 
themselves and of each other at key 
times in their lives," she said. 

While there are always plenty 
of open couches and free spaces 
for informal gatherings, a number 
of groups also meet on a regular 
basis in the Cavern. These include 
organizations centered on specific 
religious traditions, including 
Intervarsity, the Jewish Student 
Organization, and the newly-created 
Muslim Student Organization, as 
well as others focused on personal 
well-being and growth, like the 
eight spirituality groups, many led 
by student chaplains. 

Six of the spirituality groups 
consist of female students, one is 
made up of male students and another 
is composed of female faculty and 
campus staff. Dr. Ashcroft sees the 
student-led spirituality groups as 
safe places for a diverse group of 
individuals to confide in each other, 
ask questIOns and truly connect 
outside of class and other academic 
settings 

"I do think its very important 
that people at this stage in their lives 
push back at the religion they grew 
up with, to go their own way and 
make their own choices, and I think 
that can happen in this setting," she 
said. 

For more information about 
upcoming chapel events, lectures, 
panels and off-campus trips, 
spirituality groups, or any other 
services, check out the chapel 
website at www.kzoo.edu/chaplain, 
or simply stop by the Cavern at any 
time from 9 a.m. until 10 p.m. on 
weekdays. A student chaplain will 
be happy to chat and answer any 
questions They'll provide the tea 
and cookies . 
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Distinguished professor retiring, but not disappearing 
By Lisa Phillips 
Staff Writer 

country. Programs involving tutoring 
in surrounding elementary schools 
followed in the subsequent years, 
culminating in a partnership 
with Woodward Efementary In 

1990. 

In the coming months of his 
retirement, Cummings plans to 
vacation to New Hampshire with his 

about his continuing involvement 
in the K college community. He 
will teach two courses next year 

After almost 35 years at 
Kalamazoo College, beloved 
professor and community organizer 
Kim Cummings will step down from 
being a full-time professor this year. 

Professor Cummings grew up in 
Massachusetts, and after attending 
Harvard University for his Bachelor's 
degree, he joined the Peace Corps for 
five years, serving in South America 
and Venezuela. 

and will continue to run the 
Building Blocks program. He 
says he will most miss the 
personal bonds he formed wit 
students he worked With over 
all four years, but he hopes to 
compensate by having more 
time to devote to the students 
in his two classes. 

He then settled in St. Louis, 
where he obtained his Ph.D. at 
Washington University in St. Louis. 
He was attracted to Kalamazoo "out 
of desperation," he said with a laugh. 
"It was my only job offer. I had never 
heard of the place until finding it in a 
listing of liberal art colleges." 

Cummings also strove to 
integrate course credit with 
community involvement. 
Building Blocks, a community 
outreachprogramandasociology 
course credit that Cummings 
conceived in 1995, with only 
two initial neighborhood sites. 
With nurturing by both staff 
and students, the program 
grew. Today, it involves 10 
neighborhoods and hundreds of 
student volunteers. Photo! Sara Whalen 

Dr. Kim Cummings, well-respected sociology profes
sor, is retiring, but will still remain active on campus. 

"Building Blocks is the most 
exciting course that I taught," 
Cummings said. "It engages 
students in hugely responsible 
ways as frontline organizers in 
low income neighborhoods, and 
challenges them to their core. For 
me, it has been my way of extending 
what I know how to do in support of 
the city as a whole." 

"I'm left with a deep 
gratitude toward [ the] college 
and its students that have made 
a happy lifetime possible," 
Cummings said. "The college 
has been immensely supportive 
the entire time. My students 
have worked hard and believed 
in the best of me, ev 
responding to my crazy ideas. 

After joining the Kalamazoo 
staff in 1972, Professor Cummings 
strove to integrate the college campus 
into the surrounding community. He 
piloted the Habitat for Humanity 
chapter on campus in 1988, making K 
one of the first chapters in the entire 

wife Mimi and spend lots of quality 
time with his grandchildren. He 
also is passionate about becoming 
more involved with politics in his 
newfound free time, especially the 
issue of global warming. 

Cummings was very adamant 

I'm left with gratitude more than 
anything else." 

Cummings also offered som~ 
parting advice for students: "Grow 
into great citizens. Realize your 
obligations to the world and gladry 
fulfill them as free human beings." 

Junior Elizabeth Wakefield: A light soprano with a big force 
• 

By Erika Jost 
Staff Writer 

When I was younger, my 
siblings and I would compete 
by seeing who could spit 
the farthest. We would toe 
up to one of those lines in 
the sidewalk and thrust our 
entire bodies into propelling 
those not-too-wet, not-too
dry globs from our lips 
with a satisfying "thoo", a 
sound effect perfected after 
scrupulous and frequent 
study of our father's almost 
imperceptible head-tum out 
the driver's window. Were 
we to resume our competition 
today, I suspect my brother, 
who has spent the past 12 
years cultivating this craft as 
an ice hockey player, would 
emerge victorious. 

Needless to say, when 
Elizabeth Wakefield K'08 
invited her 19-year-old 
sister Kate to join her on 

stage a few Sundays ago 
at her own voice recital, I 
could feel the atmosphere 
tense with an overwhelming 
sense of sibling rivalry. 
As children, the sisters 
had studied different 
instruments, Wakefield the 
French hom and Kate the 
cello, to sidestep such direct 
competition. 

Now, Wakefield is a 
music student and has sung 
soprano since high school. 
As a freshman, she placed 
third in the freshman women 
category of the National 
Association of Teachers of 
Singing competItIon and 
recently placed fourth in the 
Bach Festival Competition. 

After enjoying the 
harmony of their voices and 
the playful back-and-forth 
of their expressions, I found 
the collective effect of their 
talents to be less Michael
eclipsing-his-brothers in 

"Rockin' Robin" and more 
Michael-and -J anet -s inging
together In "Scream" 
(dropping this analogy 
now). Wakefield and her 
sister polished off the first 
half of the show together, 
and Wakefield demonstrated 
her talents as both a soloist 
and a member of a duet. 

"I don't remember ever 
not being able to read music," 
said Wakefield, who started 
playing the piano when she 
was five years old. "I"ve 
always felt support from my 
family for participating in 
music. It's kind of what we 
do. Music was a big part of 
my childhood, both playing 
and listening to it." 

Her family is, indeed, 
immersed in musical talent. 
Wakefield's father, a piano
and cello-playing electrical 
engineering professor at U 
ofM, went back to school to 
study voice a few years ago. 

Her mother, a former flute 
player, also enjoys singing, 
and her younger brother Pat 
plays the French hom. As 
children, when their father 
was practicing on the piano, 
Wakefield and her sister and 
brother would dance and run 
around the house, banging 
on the keys to "help" him 
play. 

Wakefield has a "light" 
voice for an opera singer 
(as light as a voice that 
resonates mic-Iess off the 
walls of Dalton can be). a 
fact which confines her to 
faster, higher music when 
she competes in front of 
judges. Her favorite piece 
within this realm is from the 
role of Despina in Mozart's 
opera "Cosi fan Tutte". 

"It's all about flirting 
with men, about 'making 
eyes at thousands of 
people,'" said Wakefield. 
"Basically about how to 

scam a guy and get what 
you want." 

Still outside the category 
of fitting roles for her is 
that of Vanessa in Samuel 
Barber's opera of the same 
name. The part requires a 
bigger, more mature voice 
(Vanessa IS a forty-year
old woman who has been 
waiting half of her life for the 
love of her youth to return 
to her). Since she entered 
college, Wakefield's voice 
has changed, its capabilities 
have broadened. Perhaps, in 
twenty years, she will ha 
cultivated it enough to sing 
Vanessa. 

"It's a painfully s 
piece, and I'd love to be 
able to do it," she said, "but 
I'm a soprano. If I were to 
attempt that role, I would at 
best be imitating someone 
else singing that role. Wit 
singing, you shouldn't try to 
be someone you're not." .. 
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Piston playoff talk 
By Mike Leifeld 
Sports Editor 

ThIngs do not look good for me Cleveland (a~aliers. 
Th Dctroit Pistons ~tole grune one of the foastem 

Confc-rem;e finills from the.C:lv' on a IUrht when the ">IOI'CS 
rehounded poorly, didn't shoot .... ell und faded to take care of 
the b~ I. 

C'levdard w, dovm t\\O on Monday 1U}!,bt ,~d 11'ld " 
chance to wil 'he game m the final ~'Cond when 1 ebron 
Jal'1l~ oi led It to Donyel \-larsl'all for a three ')Oin'try Ii Olr 

the com 'I ht six t"t"; In the pre, lOUS g..rrne bllt this 
shot clank ~a\ 'I.' (llV fans wondenn~ wi y r m t didI;t 
takt"' t Ie hot ~lInse I r 

T he be t I Irg !Pal tbe Piston can wke from the \\ m 
IS that they .... ere able to krep Lebron In check. C (. Vt lands 
tr" II-Ill l'1n.1l W l' held to just 10 pOlnt~ In the game his 
Im"est scomlg playoff performance ev~ Detroit kept 
man In ht~ f;.jce at all trne" Wlth the mky Tayshaup Pnnce 
checkllg hun mo t ('fico. Lebron w"'~ prevIOusly avel ... Jing 
26 powts U1 thiS year playoff.s. Prmce h~ got Ius worK cut 
our for 11m"! becau e .lfter Monday' . loss The K ng w 111 surely 
look to be mon: agresslve In the rest of the eries. 

When everyone cIse was ~trugglmg, RIp Hrunilton kept 
Detroit in the game with some key buckets. The Masked Man 

.. scored 24 points. The Pistons also, surprisingly. got help from 
Dale Davis who scored five points in five minutes. Detroit 
fans are expecting big things from Chris Webber this serics. 
but early foul trouble kept him on the bench, 1,riving Big Dale 
some minutes. Don't get used to that. 

Rasheed \\-a1lace had an efficient game as well Sheed 
scored 15 points, grabbed 12 boards and swatted seven shots. 
Chauncey Billups had seven turnovers but redeemed himself 
in the end, scoring 10 ofhis 13 point, in the fourth quarter 

Monday's grune wa~ an ugly one but it was also a game 
that should give Stones fans confidence - if we can play this 
poorly and still win the grune. imagine the difference when 
we're at the top of our game. 

The Index Sports 

Letters to the Editor 
Have you ever wanted to 

be able to access the internet in 
the lounge of your suite or in 
your friends' suite? At K, this is 
generally not possible because 
of the lack of wireless internet 
access in most residence halls. 
The College IS concerned about 
the quality of social life on 
crunpus the concern is that we 
spend too much time alone in 
our rooms and not enough time 
connecting with one another. 
Providmg wireless internet 
access would be one simple and 
effective way to entlce studcnts 
to interact Wlth each other 
out,ide of our rooms. 

In addition, there are 

Disclaimer The edt/Of'S of The 
Index suppon their reporters 
and stand behind their af1lc/es, 
but respect and pnlll differing 
opillollS when necessOf)! 

My nrune is Jennie Smith 
aJld I run wri ting to express my 
concern. I was recently quoted 
in aJl article about religion on 
crunpus aJld I feel my quote 
was incomplete and taken out 
of context. The point of the sub
section, "Go Read a Book" I 
think was supposed to express 
the idea of how minorities 
feel conceming religion. I was 
grouped as a religious student 
on a panel when really I was 
on a paJlel as a self-identifying 

reasons far beyond crunpus life 
for the installation of wireless at 
K. Most of the Colleges in the 
Great Lakes College Association 
(GLCA) have some form of 
wireless in their residence haIls 
- Antioch and K are two notable 
exceptions. That speaks for 
itself Furthermore. the College 
is clearly concemed with keeping 
enrollment level ' hlgh (rcad: 
Hicks Center rernodel:ng), and 
\vireless internet L, a relatively 
low-cost project that could entIce 
future student, to come to K. 

The College does have a 
plan to complete the wireless 
installation in the residence 
halls . .. by Fall 2013. The 

Jew. 1 was asked to represent 
myself. not the JSO and give my 
personal opiniOo.s. In the article 
1 run quoted a~ saymg, "I have 
people come and a,k me about 
Judaism and I'm hke.' Go read a 
book' ." I did say this but it was 
qualified with "I don't actually 
say that." Being a visable 
member of a minority group. 
that is I run active in a student 
organization, 1 take on the 
responsibilty of people aslcing 
me questions aJld 1 would rather 
people did ask QUCl>1:ions than 
remain ignorant. Quoting me 
and directly tying me to the JSO 
puts me in a difficult position. 
My reputation is now in question 
and people may not want to 

College has already purchased 
some of the equipment 
necessary to begin installing 
wireless. Kalamazoo College 
needs to speed up the installation 
of wireless intemet access in 
the residence halls as soon as 
possible so that canlpus life is 
improved and enrollment is kept 
at or above the level it is at now. 
If Kalamazoo College falls mlo 
the sanle category a~ Antioch 
m almost anything financially
related. thefl something is 
serioll';ly wmr:g. 

-Scott Wagllef; Will Watts, 
Anne McShane, Keyontay 

Humphries, Ryan Case, 
Stephanie fHllette. 

ask questions If they think they 
will get a hostile response. 
This article may have 
good intentions but it ha~ 

caused more problems. 
with misrepresentations and 
inaccurate definitions. Self
identification and religious 
practice are two different ideas 
that the reporter did not take 
into account. I was upset by the 
way the article represented me, 
but I was most disappointed to 
find out I had been quoted from 
a fiiend after the news paper 
had come out. Please learn from 
your mistakes and understand 
the impact the articles written 
have on students. 

-Jennie Smith, K'08. 



tenth week 

Men's 
studies 
added 
We can finally 
study the 
achievements 
afman! 
by jill ian m. 
hot snarkster 

One collecti ve sigh 
of relief was enjoyed 
all over campus at 
the announcement 
that a Men 's Studies 
concentration will be 
added to next year 's 
academic catalogue. 

"This is just what I've 
been waiting for," said 
MicahSmithK'lO. "What 
other academic discipline 
will let me study the 
accomplishments of 
men?" 

Before the Men's 
Studies concentration 
was unveiled, the only 
disciplines that featured 
mostly men were 
philosophy, history, 
poiitical science, 
classical studies, 
sociology, anthropology, 
psychology, chemistry, 
biology, business, and 
economics. 

Some, however, do 
not see the necessity 
of a Men's Studies 
concentration. The 
technical term for these 
un-American students is 
"haters. " 

"Why in Delilah's 
name was a Men's Studies 
concentration added?" 
asked Erin O'Brien K 

» men : page 3 

the windex 
the (fake) student newspaper of kalamazoo college 

Is it true? 
us all wonder 

Will J.K. 
why we 

Rowl i ng release an endi ng 
devoted 50 much time to 

that wi 11 make 
Harry Potter? 

Hanydies! 
Index gains access to last chapter of ((Deathly Hallows" 

by allison luthy 
potter tease 

WARNING: this article contains 
spoilers for JK Rowlings 
"Harry Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows. " If you don t wish to 
know how it ends. please stop 
reading now. 

Several weeks ago, early 
copies of "Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows" were released 
to several lucky Harry Potter 
fans for review. This new novel 
by J.K. Rowling, the last in the 
wildly popular Harry Potter 
series, left the readers impressed 
by the book as a whole, but 

hurt and angry by the surprise 
ending. 

Beginning with a flashback 
to Harry's parents, there is a 
shocking revelation of Lily 
Potter's infidelity. In an illicit 
affair with Severns Snape, her 
husband's arch nemesis, Lily 
left readers appalled by her 
betrayal and poor taste. Why Mr. 
Potter would have believed the 
unimaginative lies that she was 
getting her wand adjusted five 
times a week at Ollivander's is 
purely a matter of speculation. 
As a result of her adultery, Lily 
becomes pregnant with Harry. 

Rebecca Weingart K'IO 
said of this horrifying plot-twist, 

"We have been through so much 
with Harry and now that Snape 
is his father I feel like I don't 
know him anymore." 

In another exciting plot 
development, Sirius Black 
reenters the series when 
rescued from the Department 
of Mysteries. The black curtain, 
which he disappeared behind, 
actually prevented his death and 
saved him from the killing curse. 
Black and Harry are finally 
reunited, giving Harry a new 
home away from the Dursleys 
where he can live happily. 
Unfortunately, this one source of 
happiness in Harry's life is soon 

» potter : page 3 
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Ping pong 
house 

• receIves 
12th noise 
violation 
by j i 1l ian m. 
hot snarkster 

The Kalamazoo 
Police Department ended 
the party this past Saturday 
with their 12th raid of the 
Ping Pong house. Before 
the police were finished , 
they issued: 103 minor
in-possessions, a noise 
violation, and illegal 
possession of an inebriated 
wombat (a token from a 
study abroad destination 
in Perth, Australia) . 

Partygoers are 
stunned. 

"Every time the 
party gets good the fuzz 
come. We ' re just some 
kids having a good time 
and then the Man has 
to get involved," said 
Matt Gumbleton K' 09. 
"Twelve times? Don't 
these cops have anything 
better to do?" 

Members of the 
notorious Ping Pong 
house face eviction. 

Landlord Brenda 
Jameson said, "I can't 
have renters ruining 
the house as well as the 
neighborhood." 

Jameson said from 
examining the house she 
found numerous cigarette 
burns, wine stains, and 
the occasional wombat 
feces . 

"1 have no choice 
but to evict them," she 

» ping pong : page 4 



2 thursday, may 31, 2007 

KATE 
It s been fun. mvfriends. but nOI\-: with a tear in my eye and 
sadness in my heart. I I1II1SI S~' farewell. I wish each and ev
el}' one of you could have been one of my people, but alas, il 
was nol (0 be. To my readers: thanksjor being mild~v amused. 
A/Ui (0 my people: sorryfor the I'idiculous(v hard questions ... 

Name: Kate Boehm, K'07 
Mood: Ready. 
Birthday: June 16. 1985. 
Hometown: Phoenix, AZ. 
Residence: 413 Ingleside. 
Studies: Majors in artIart 
hIStory and English (creative 
, .. Titing) with a concentration 
in media studies. 
Classes: Ceramics: Wheel 
Throwing II, Advanced Fic
tion, Intro to New Testament. 

Activities: Executive Editor- The Index, TA- Intemlediate 
Fiction, Cauldron Fiction Editor, Frelon. 
K Plan: Studied abroad m Rome, Italy. SIP was a series of 
short stories and prose poems based on the lives of women 
artists throughout history. 

Favorites: 
Sodexho entree: Sandwiches. Aln10st all kinds. 
Smell: Citrus blossoms. 
Texture: Reclaim clay and wet sand. 
Article of clothing: Floaty skirts. 
Beatie: Paul. 
Campus spot: The ceramic studio balcony and, when it's 

warm. the steps of the fine arts building. 
Class at K: Andy Mozina's Advanced Fiction and Ku

mar's 20th Century Art. 
Professor: Amelia Katanski, English. 
Song: The Beatles' "Eleanor Rigby" and if I'm being 

honest with myself, Kelly Clarkson's "Breakaway." 

If I was an animal cracker, I would be: A duck. Because, 
according to Jackie, ducks are wonderous, have a distinctive 
walk, and look both content and bewildered. That, or 1'd be a 
bunny, but more secure. 
Three adjectives my friends would use to describe me: Pink 
(from Chelsea), creative (from Malia), and if cotton candy and 
Peeps had babies, the adjective one would call said bahies, like 
fluffY but not (from Jackie). 
Three adjectives I would use to describe myself: Bubbly, 
thoughtful, dedicated 
My passions? Nuns, art, avacadoes. word" adventures, danc
ing, mud, popsicles, life, my family and friends, spring. 
The best thing I've learned at K outside of class: A lot of 
problems can be solved with baked goods, colored pens and a 
drive to the beach. 
If I could change one thing about the world, it would be: 
I'd have people talk to each other more. share their inner sad
nes. es and real concerns with others. I think a lot of problems 
could be solved and questiOTlS could be answered that way. 

the windex fond farewells 

Bon Voyage, suckers! 
Index executive editors pilfer funds and head south 
by chelsea phelps 
evil genius 

Four years at Kalamazoo 
College can be a lot. Some 
might even say it's too much. 
Such exertion into reading and 
thinking brilliant things can leave 
one what some might call a little 
loopy. Kate, Roger 
and I would like 
to think of it more 
as clarity. That's 
right, clarity. 

After a year 
of dutifully putting 
out the newspaper, 
reporting the 
news, listening to 
complaints, and 
keeping up the 
Index accounts, 
we realized we 
needed a break. 
Some might call 

graduating a break, F rom the 
but that's just not joy on 
good enough. tor s as 
Four years and all 
we get is a piece of paper that is 
worth 128,000 dollars. I mean, 
WTF? 

But I'm jumping the gun 
here. It's not that it's been all 
work, but we decided, one 
rainy night, that it was time for 
us to have a time of all play and 
no work. It all happened around 
the Seventh week doldrums. 

We were editing the 
final pages of the paper after 
having sacrificed yet another 
lovely day for the benefit of the 
campus (aka aliSO of you who 
read it, don't get me wrong, we 
appreciate it), when Roger made 
yet another terrible joke about 
the large phallic symbol that 
is the chapel. After agonizing 
over every piece of punctuation 
in the Index, we all thought that 
it was quite funny. So funny 
that we could not stop laughing, 
at any cost. We laughed for 
about a straight hour until we 
collectively stopped. 

"Wait, that's not funny," 
Kate said. Roger and I nodded. 

It was then that we came from President W.O. We 
to the realization that all work 
and no play had made us so dull 
that such a joke could make us 
laugh for an hour straight. It was 
then that the e-mail came from 
the business office. "100,000 
dollars in our account!" I 
exclaimed. 

decided to trace her signature 
onto a check request, because 
who would ever think a person 
with such an honest face would 
try to take such a large sum of 
money? 

We were correct, of course, 
and the check came through 

the next Friday 
after 3 p.m. The 
check we cashed 
immediately 
and after a short 
pitstop to the 
Crossroads to pick 
up some bikinis 
and Tommy 
Bahamas shirts, 
we were off. 

The rest, 

backseat. Roger 
the faces of his 

they drive into 

captures 
fellow edi
the sunset. 

as they say, is 
history. In fact , I 
write this article 
to you from an 
undisclosed 
poolside location. 
There is sun, and 
yes, there is fun. 

"Wow," Roger said, 
leaning over my shoulder to see 
if it was indeed true. "Someone 
must have made a mistake." 

Or did they? 
Kate and I decided that 

it was not a mistake, rather an 
intervention of the divine variety. 
Clearly someone thought we 
needed a vacation, who were 
we to say no? After we all 
agreed to head somewhere with 
beautiful people and drinks 
served in coconuts with little 
umbrellas, we began scheming 
how to retrieve the funds. 

As it so happened, we 
had our trusty 4 and Forever 
postcards with an invitation 

Underclassmen, don't get any 
crazy ideas, you have to stay 
there all four years and suffer 
through all nighters, essays, 
and exams. 

Of course, we can say 
now that it was all worth it. 
So now with our embezzled 
funds and our pieces of paper 
valued at 128,000 dollars, 
we are off playing with your 
student commission money for 
next year. But don't worry, it's 
going to good use. 

In our final publication as 
Executive Editors, Roger, Kate 
and I would like to say thank 
you, suckers. 

Want the real news? 

For an article on campus security, a letter to the 
editor and a great opportunity for musicians to 
participate in a worldwide festival, please check 

out The Index at www.kzoo.eduJindex. 
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Beaner's coffee: Expensive, yes ... but for a reason 
by r o b sushi 
master barista 

Beaner's espresso and espresso drinks 
have such a rich and strikingly complex 
flavor? It's because our patented micro
roasters use nanotechnology to roast 
our beans at the molecular level with 
tiny, blowtorch-wielding robots. Only 
by roasting the beans in this way can 
we make sure that the temperature is 
uniform and perfect. Then, our ultra
high-pressure espresso machine uses 
vacuum chamber technology to create 
pressures of up to 35 quadrillion pascals 
to squeeze every atom of flavor out of 
those beans. Yum! 

begun attempting to make generic 
versions of our supercoffees with their 

valued customers the World's Best 
Coffee. Just think of all the people 

At Beaner's, we are dedicated to 
bringing you the richest, most fulfilling 
21 st century coffee experience possible. 
We know college students are serious 
about their coffee, and so are we. Our 
beans come from the luxuriant coffee 
farms of Java and Sumatra, picked 
lovingly by skilled master coffee 
farmers. Our baristas are the best, 
too. My special Beaner's Best blend 
is the product of seven years of harsh 
asceticism and meditation on flavor 
proportions spent at a monastery in 
the Himalayas. But what really makes 
Beaner's the World's Best Coffee is our 
technology. We strive to push the limits 
of coffee production to the breaking 
point, and then push a little more. 
Unfortunately, this isn't cheap. 

own primitive 
percolators and 
French presses, 
know that your 
actions are 
criminal and 
dangerous. 

Finally, for 
all you out there 
who complain 
that you're too 
poor to afford 
our coffee, or that 
when you already 
pay $32,000 a 
year for tuition 
$4.50 for a latte 
is a slap in the 
face, or even 
those of you 
that think: we're 
mercilessly, 
gouging a captive 
audience under 
the winking 

photo/ ??? 

NASA and Beaner . s use the same tech-
nology for thei r respecti ve tasks. 

that would be 
hurt without 
our high-tech 
coffee. In a world 
without Beaner's, 
thousands of 
quality research 
jobs would be lost, 
and my son will 
be inconsolable if 
he doesn't get that 
mini-Ferrari this 
Christmas. But 
most importantly, 
we could never 
disappoint the 
discerning coffee 
connoisseur who 
looks to us to 
bring him the 
Coffee of the 
Future. For him, 
we lose sleep, 
and work those 
long hours in the 

You see, unlike those discount 
coffee chains, we pour over $12 
billion into research and development, 
insuring that our state-of-the-art drink 
construction devices bring you the 
tastiest, most sophisticated cup of 
coffee you've ever tried. 

Have you ever wondered why 

This cutting-edge land of coffee has 
to come at a price. We pour billions of our 
hard-earned profits back into research 
so we can bring you the customer 
the most satisfying enhanced coffee
derived substances possible. To expect 
us to shoulder this crushing burden 
alone, to just give our money away by 
slashing our prices isn't simply unfair, 
it's un-American. Those grumbling, 
shiftless hardship-claimers clamoring 
that our prices ought to be lower or 
that seniors should get free coffee are 
ignorant, anti-business, bent on driving 
our company into the ground, and they 
are Communists. And those that have 

auspices of Kalamazoo College, please 
remember that we are only trying to 
recoup our investment, and bring our 

lab and in the cyclotron because, like 
him, we understand what it means to be 
passionate about coffee. 

Potter: Final book warns readers of drug usage 
from front 
extinguished. In a tragic accident, Sirius stumbles upon a 
nest of Blast-Ended Skrewts and is stung to death. 

Because of Sirius' death, the Order of the Phoenix is 
distracted and neglects to remember that it is a full moon. 
Harry, who is in a room alone with Remus Lupin, has his 
back tumed and does not notice as Lupin transforms into 
a werewolf. Before anyone else can break: into the room 
and stun him, Lupin sneaks up behind Harry and bites 
him, turning him into a werewolf 

"The blatant eroticism in the 'biting scene' 
distracted me from the other minor sub-themes in the 
book," said Ryan Fark, K'09. 

By far, the biggest surprise in Deathly Hallows 
is the ending. In the final battle between the Order of 
the Phoenix and the Death Eaters, the Death Eaters are 
being beaten back and it seems as though the Order is 
winning. Suddenly, Voldemort points his wand at Harry 
and directs a killing curse at him. Seeing Harry in danger, 
Ron dives in front of him, sacrificing himself Neville 
Longbottom takes this chance to kill Voldemort himself, 
saving the Order. Harry collapses on the ground and is 
crying out in grief for his deceased best fiiend, when he 
is disturbed by a loud sound Suddenly awakening, he 
looks around himself and realizes that he is eleven and 
in his cupboard at Privet Drive. 

As it turns out, he is not a wizard, he just dreamed 

the whole thing. The Deathly Hallows ends on a sad 
note-Harry still has a life ahead of him with the 
Dursleys, which he will spend in a cupboard. Most of 
the readers were disappointed by this ending. They felt 
that they had wasted much of their lives on a series of 
books that turned out to be some pale, skinny British 
kid's hallucination. 

"I felt like J.K. Rowling betrayed me just as Harry's 
mother betrayed his father," Weingart said. 

Regarding why Harry was "dreaming" of witches 
and wizards, Clarissa Marks K' 10 asserted, "I guess this 
is just a lesson to all kids to stay away from drugs." 

Joshua Javaheri, a junior at the University of 
Florida, keeps hope for the future: "I'm guessing that 
this isn't the last book and in the next installment we will 
actually get to see what happens when Harry is awake .... 
It's all about the money. Anyone from Hollywood would 
tell you that." 

Although some Harry Potter fans were let down 
by the unexpected twists and turns in this latest book, it 
was overall a strong novel. There was not a dull moment 
from beginning to end, and the emotional poignancy 
was felt by all who read it. "Harry Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows" was undoubtedly worth the publicity it has 
received and will most certainly be worth waiting in line 
for midnight July 21. 

Men: New programs 
from front 

, 10, a Harmon Hall Hater. "This is truly the 
end of civilization." 

Oh, Ms. O'Brien, how wrong you are. 
The Men's Studies concentration, according 
to a draft of the 2007-2008 academic 
catalogue, strives to, "incorporate all the 
great achievements of men, from Descartes 
to Adam Sandler, Aristotle to Mick Jagger, 
Jefferson to Carrot Top. This concentration is 
perfect for those who wish to merely expand 
on knowledge explored in high school and 
will prepare students for a variety of careers 
and graduate schools." 

The description of which careers and 
graduate schools a Men's Studies concentration 
would aid remains unfinished, however, 
members of the Communication Department 
say the description will be complete in early 
March. 

New courses designed include: 
ANSO 153: Cheech and Chong: A Cultural 

Phenomenon, HIST 293 Great Humanitarians: 
Columbus, Cortez, and Robespierre, and 
REL 348: God and Man: Exploring the First 
Gender. 

... 

-

• 
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Killingsley shatters typical jockey statute, presses for crown 
by rn o bigsley 
special to the windex 

"Those puny jerks all call me 
'Abnermal,'" says Killingsley, who 
eventually dodged the clubhouse hazing 
by using hoses in the horses' stalls to 
bathe after races. "All their jiving, it used 
to bother me, but look who's laughing 

jockeys have been in this here situation. 
And for 29 years, not one of 'em has 
pulled it off. ButAB Killin' can." 

the sport. 
"No one made Manute Bol quit 

the NBA because he was taller than 
everybody," Cauthern says. ''Why 
shouldn't AB Killin' be able to ride, and 
ride well?" 

Most first-time Kentucky Derby 
jockeys would have been terrified of 
the competition in the starting gates at 
Churchill Downs on May 5. Hall of Fame 
riders R.C. Greenhorn, Shepp Ramirez 
and Curt Anglehook all boarded 3-year
old thoroughbreds in hopes of winning 
the first leg of the Triple Crown. 

But it was Derby rookie and K 
College senior Abner Killingsley who, 
aboard the commandingly impressive 
filly Resplendent Pendant, stole the show 
in 133rd running of the Derby. 

And it wasn't just because he won. 
He won big. 

You see, Killingsley - at 6-feet-
5-inches tall and 215 pounds - is 
by all means an atypical jockey. His 
competitors, by comparison, cannot see 
over his shoulders. Greenhorn stands 5-
feet-2 and weighs 130, and Ramirez and 
Anglehook boast similar numbers. 

now? Ha! Me." 
At the moment, 

Killingsley has 
absolutely no reason to 
feel insignificant on the 
racetrack. In addition 
to his win at Churchill 
Downs, "AB Killin'" (as 
his closest friends refer 
to him) rode Resplendent 
Pendant to a win at the 
Preakness on May 19. 

Killingsley and 
Pendant now stand one 
win away from horse 
racing's first Triple Crown 
in 29 years. 

"We can do it," 

Cauthemand Killingsley have worked 
together for the last six years, rising every 
morning at 4:30 a.m. so as to have the 

pho 
Killingsley says, petting A B Kill i n t a k e s 
the aubum mane of his Churchi 11 Downs on 

a victory lap 
horse Resplendent 

prized horse. ''With the 

Killingsley's 
Kalamazoo classmates 
- who rented a tent and 
ran through 23 kegs while 
cheering on the infield at 
the Derby on May 5 -
would love nothing more 
than for their beloved 
jockey to bring home the 
Crown from the Belmont 
Stakes on June 9, the day 
before their graduation. 

"It wouldn't not not 
not be the ultimate way for 
us all to go out," says Tom 
Greer, Killingsley's good 
bud and roommate. 

It'll have to come 
against some stiff 
competition. There are 
four specialists in the I 

In a sport like basketball or football, 
Killingsley would fit right in. But in the 
world ofhorse racing, his height is nothing 
but an inconvenience. He must drop to 
his knees just to fit under showerheads. 
He has to have his shirts, pants and shoes 
made through a custom Big & Tall tailor 
just to fit the uniform regulations. This 
has made him the consummate outcast, 
shunned from locker rooms for his 
gargantuan ways and, until this spring, 
seen as the laughingstock of the entire 
sport. 

help of Stevie, this thing is in the bag." track at Northville Downs - 120 miles 
Stevie, known to the racing world as east of Kalamazoo - to themselves. 

Steve Cauthem, is the last jockey to win a 
Triple Crown. He rode Affirmed to glory 
in 1978, and as of late, he's been close 
to Killingsley's side, offering the young 

"It's tranquil at that time of morning," 
says Billingsley. "Ain't no one else to 
bother us or say I shouldn't be riding." 

Y, mile race - longer than the previous 
two legs - that could give Resplendent 
Pendant a run for her money: Streak the 
Quad, Dorothy's Red Slippers, Pablo 
Speaks English, and Zapatos Rapidos. 

galoot invaluable advice. 
'The situation he's in right now -

one leg away from the Crown - that's 
the toughest juncture on this journey," 
Cauthem says. "So many horses, so many 

At first, Cauthern and Killingsley 
came together as part of an experiment. 
Killingsley sought out the legend for 
input, and when Cauthern heard of young 
Abner's size, he thought that a larger
than-normal jockey could revolutionize 

"I ain't worried about all them," says 
Billingsley. "It'll be just me and Pendant 
out there. She'll bring us home, and I'll 
just be there to give her a nudge." 

If he does, the world of horse racing 
may need to readjust its showerheads. 

K student barraged with cock-fighting charges Ping pong: Students give up 
by le i fee zy 
sports cohort 

If you were surprised by 
all the hoopla surrounding 
the recent Michael Vick dog
fighting scandal, prepare to have 
your socks knocked off. 

According to authorities, 
hundreds of trained cock
fighting roosters were found 
ill the grungy basement of 
Kalamazoo College junior Alex 
Leonowicz's home, located on 
West Michigan Avenue. 

Unbeknownst to his 
Kalamazoo College peers, "Big 
Al" has become notorious as a 
national kingpin in the cock-

fighting game. 
"Big Al got involved in 

fighting cocks three years ago 
when he was a freshman," 
said a source who wants to 
remam anonymous because 
of the dangers involved in this 
gambling ring. "Since then he's 
become the biggest cock-fighting 
promoter in the Midwest, maybe 
even in all the North." 

Neighborsbecamesuspicious 
after watching shady characters 
enter the house at all hours every 
Saturday night. Neighbors also 
became concerned when they 
discovered dead roosters in a 
nearby dumpster on a Sunday 
morrung. 

"Yeah, I was suspicious, 
too," said K senior Tyler Worst. 
"One time when I was over 
at the house I kept hearing 
strange noises that went like this 
- 'Bakaw!'" 

When asked about his 
involvement in the ring of cock
fighting, Leonowicz denied to 
co=ent. His roommate Chris 
Werme did give this statement 
though: "I don't know if he was 
fighting cocks or not, but it's his 
property. It's his cocks. If that's 
what he wants to do, do it." 

Local anima! rights activists 
are outraged. They are planning a 
protest outside of the Leonowicz 
household for tomorrow. 

from front 
said. "They're giving my 
properties a bad name. 
I mean, who wants to 
rent a house smelling of 
wombat crap?" 

House member 
Rachel Udow K' 08 
feels the punishment is 
urmecessarily harsh. 

"I feel that injustice 
is prevailing," Udow 
said. "College kids are 
gomg to throw parties. 
Wombats are going to go 
a little crazy some times. 
Don't try to tell me this 
warrants eviction and 
court charges." 

With one major party 
house shut down, students 
must find another place to go 
this weekend. 

"I heard the Mock Trial 
house bought a keg. Someone 
also said that maybe the 
Chamber Orchestra house 
had something going on," 
said Sarah Michayluk, K'10 
and party connoisseur. 

Some students are 
giving up. 

"Tell me, what compares 
with the Ping Pong house? 
Nothing. I'll be doing my 
Spanish homework this 
weekend," said Allison 
Trump, K'09. 
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Two first-year students walk from one Orientation event to another during a week 
filled with activity and new experiences. 

A New Swarm of Hornets Buzzes ill 
First-years Find Orientation Week Helpful but Overwhelming 
By MAUREEN ANWAY 
and LAUREN MORAN 
Staff Writers 

First-years at K offered 
mixed reactions to K's 
orientation program. 

K's orientation is fairly 
involving, with administration 
and upperclassmen organizing 
a week's worth of orientation 
events designed to involve and 
engage first-years. 

First-years participated in 
a variety of activities, allowing 
them to get to know each other, 
familiarize themselves with the 
campus, and also get a feel for 
downtown Kalamazoo. 

As orientation began, 
optimistic first-years poured 
onto campus. "I want to make 
Kalamazoo my home and 
meeting new people is important 
to me," said Julie Thomson 
K'll. 

However, even though many 
of the activities were designed 
to help first-years assimilate, 
many students felt that the 
schedule was too demanding. 
"I didn't really like orientation 
because it was a lot offormality 
and pre-planned activities," said 
Kevin Forster K' 11. 

Thomson agreed with 
Forster. -"[I didn't like) all of the 
planned things because 1 just 

wanted to get here, get situated 
and organized and I didn't want 
to go to all of them," Thomson 
said 

Others wished for more 
flexibil ity and time to experience 
K by themselves. 

When asked about 
orientation, Joseph Malone 
K'11 said, "My favorite part 
was the free time because I just 
like exploring." 

Not all of the planned 
activities were deemed boring, 
however. The pinnacle for many 
was Saturday Night at the Zoo, 
organized by SAC. This event 

Continued on page 2 

Renovating Hicks Center: 
"A Tough Nut to Crack" 
Construction continues on student cen
ter- is there an end in sight? 
By LISA PHILLIPS 
News Editor 

Never fear, K students, that 
large gaping hole in the middle 
of campus will not last forever. 

Hicks Center renovations 
continue to progress, despite 
unforeseen complications. 

"This project has been a 
real tough nut," said Tom Ponto, 
Vice President for Business and 
Finance at K. 

Construction is behind 
schedule. The old building 
had eleven different levels, was 
constructed at three different 
points in time, and was built 
on a hill, which has slowed 
renovation efforts. 

However, progress has 
picked up in the last couple 
of weeks, and the target date 
for completion of Phase I of 
construction remains the same, 
said Ponto. 

The brand new cafeteria 

completed by January 1, and 
students will use these facilities 
starting in winter quarter. 

Over the summer, much 
of the demolition work was 
completed, as evident by the 
massive gorge in the building 
where the main entrance will 
be. 

Now, around 80 workers a 
day are remodeling the internal 
structure of the west end -
putting up drywall, installing 
new windows, and wiring 
electrical and mechanical 
infrastructure. 

In the next couple of 
weeks, expect to see the large 
glass windows planned for the 
main entrance of the building 
being installed. By November, 
the construction team hopes 
to have the walls of the center 
atrium completely enclosed. 

Behind those dark 
mysterious windows in the 
west wing of Hicks, named Old 

and bookstore are slated to be Continued on page 3 
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Alexa's 
Acquaintances 

Name: Aubrey Parleer 

>ear: Senior 

Major(s). ChemicaV 
Environmental Engmeering 

Hometovm: Traverse City, Ml 

One piece of adlice for the 
campus: Don't use paper or 
plastic bags: take are-usable 
tote bag with you to the store
it's ''Reduce, Reuse, Recycle" 
in that order for a reason! 

Study abroad site: Quito, Ecuador 

If you were an animal. what aile would you want to be? 
Albatros: ability to fly, care-free west coast life-style, & 
an all-fish diet 

Which one would ),ou actually be? Howler Monkey: 
social, hany. & loud. 

Lifo s aspirations: Work wi water pollution control. run a 
marathon, drive a Zamboni, & give someone an epi-pen. 

Geekiest attribute: Color-coding Skittles 

Favorite book: The Lorax by Dr Seuss 

FallOrite movie: "Dogma," "Monsters,lnc.," and "When 
Harry Met Sally" 

FallOrite 90 s TV show: Salute Your Shorts 

Where de you like to cram for exams? Reading Room in 
the library: I live there. 

Goal for the week: Finish painting my room-it's taken 
3 weeks. 

Who is the one persall YOII wouldn t want to make angl)'? 
Anyone in charge of a nuclear weapon. 

If you could hal'£' coffee with anyone (dead or alil·e). 
who would it be OJuJ what wOllld you talk abollt? 
God. Everything from "Why do bees buzz?" to "How big 
IS the universe?" 

-Alexa Lilldsay K'08 
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Dear Index readers, 
Welcome to the first issue of writers' interest in their stories will 

the 2007-2008 school year! We - be contagious; if the writer feels a 
Nora Seilheirner, Katie Coaster and connection, then the reader will too. In 
Jessica Bard - are excited for our this way, the subject matter becomes 
new roles as the Executive Editors a meeting-ground where community 
of the lndex. members can exchange and expand 

We would like to share our ideas. 
goals for the paper this year as an 
invitation for the campus community 
to get involved in the process of 
creating and documentmg a time in 
K's history. 

We hope for this paper to be a 
collaboration of contemporary topics 
and events written from and for a K 
perspective, illustrating how large
scale issues often have a unique 
impact on our campus. Too often 
we have heard of the "K "Bubble" 
surrounding us in a negative light. 
It is our goal to tum this perspective 
on its head by using our position as 
Kalamazoo College students not as a 
barrier separating us from the world, 
but as a springhoard into it. 

A publication coming from 
an institution with a reputation like 
ours should reflect just that. We are 
intelligent, we are hard-working, and 
we are innovative, but we are also 
quirky in our creations. We would 
like to use the Index as an outlet for 
students to express these attributes 
by sharing what matters to them. 

It is our hope that our staff 

In an effort to spread these 
connections throughout the campus 
community, we would also like to 
encourage active involvement on the part 
of our readers. Please take advantage of 
our "Letters to the Editors" section as 
a sounding board for your comments, 
questions, or concerns to be entered into 
a greater dialogue. 

We hope that our readers' 
involvement will increase in proportion 
with their time here at K: for first-years, 
we offer the lndex as a resource for 
familiarizing yourself with your new 
surroundings; for sopbomores, we hope 
to help inform and excite you about 
upcoming adventures (study abroad, 
extemships. etc.); for juniors abroad, 
we offer a touchstone and perhaps a 
comfort; for juniors on campus, the 
chance to step up into roles of higher 
impact as upperclassmen ... and for the 
seniors,just enjoy. 

Yours for the year, 

Nora, Katie, and Jessica 
Executive Editors 

THE INDEX 
Executive Editors 

Jessica Bard 
Katie Coaster 

Nora Seilheimer 

Editorial Staff 
Lisa Phillips, News Editor 

Jillian McLaughlin, Features Editor 
Ted Magdzinski, Sports Editor 

Sara Whalen, Art Editor 
T J. Kosinski. Layout Editor 

Juli Neidert, Advertising Manager 
Komal Chughtai, Photography Editor 

Lauren Fredericksen, Sindhura 
Kompella, Munirah McGovern & 

Joseph Unger, Copy Editors 
Mathew Duggan, Webmaster 

The Index encourages reader response in 
the form of letters to the editor. The Index re
seMS the right to edit for clarity. length. gram
mar and libel. Also reserved is the right to not 
print letters to the editor or to print them in their 
entirety. Signed letters are preferred. but un
signed letters dealing WIth senSitive issues will 
be accepted and printed at the discretion of the 
Editor .. 1 Board. 

Letters should be submitted via e-mail by 
midnight on the Sunday before the issue in which 
they are to appear. Please contact The Index with 
any further issues or inqUiries. Please keep letters 
to 300 words or fewer. 

The Index makes no endorsement of the 
POints of view and opmions expressed In articles 
or letters appearing within tts pages. All opinions 
are the work ofthe authors. 

Contact Us 
1200 Academy Street 
Kalamazoo, MI 49006 

index@kzoo.edu 

First-years React to Orientation Week 
Continued from page 1 
featured free food, a 50-foot rock climbing wall, an 
electric surfboard, and a huge foam pit. 

"The best part of orientation was the foam party," 
said Selina Silva K' 11. "It was just a box of foam but 
it's always fun to dance around in foam." 

Others commented on the Summer Common 
Reading program, a unique part of orientation that 
requires first-years to read and discuss a selected 
novel. This year, K required all fust-years to read The 
Known World, by Edward P. Jones. Jones visited K's 
campus, where he read an excerpt from his Pulitzer 
Prize-winning novel and answered questions posed by 
freshmen. 

"What makes [Summer Common Reading] really 
special is we always bring the authors here," said 
professor Michael Sosulski. "Getting the unique 
perspective of the author on the words; getting to talk 
and meet [ the author] in person is a once in a lifetime 
experience. It sheds a completely different light on the 

work and how it affects the students." 
This helped clarify the book for many students. 

Stefanie DeHart K'll agrees. "After talking about The 
Known World I appreciated it a lot more," she said. 

Freshmen were not the only people affected by 
orientation. Upperclassmen commented on how easy 
it is to pick out the first-years on campus. 

"Some fust-years have this cloak of high school 
mannerisms about them," said peer leader Bryn Davis 
K'08. "But really the biggest clue is the fact that they 
are new faces on campus, and since this campus is so 
small, you can pretty much bet a new face means a new 
student. " 

Not only do the new faces stir.k out in the crowds, 
but the attitudes of fust-years can also be a huge 
giveaway at times. 

"They're excited to be here and wear all K stuff," 
said Nick Jovanovick K'IO. 

"They look up with big, big eyes and are very 
timid," said Clarissa Lindley K'IO of the fust-years. 
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Sexual Assault Policy Remains a Work in Progress 
By MICAH SMITH 
Staff Writer 

With the beginning of the 
' 07-'08 year comes a new sexual 
assault policy, the result of a 
strong push for improvement 
from last quarter by a small 
group of students now known as 
Students Against Sexual Assault 
(SASA). 

The main objective, 
as told by Sarah Westfall, 
Dean of students, the center 
of the administrative effort, 
was to make the policy more 
understandable to people who 
need it. 

We're looking for a "clearer 
process for students to pursue if 
they want to take action," said 
Dean Westfall. 

Previously, Quinn Davis 
K'08, when navigating the 
process, found it not only 
difficult to find online, 

but vague, fuzzy, and over 
generalized. 

The revised policy contains 
a much more defmed outline of 
possible options for students 
to take. These range from 
notifying the college with 
no further official action to 
pursuing legal action with 
local police, something that the 
college will help facilitate if so 
chosen by the survivor. These 
processes have also been given 
much more definite timelines, 
requiring a hearing to occur 
no more than 15 days after 
the accused is given a written 
statement of the charges against 
them. 

The revised policy also 
uses more specific language 
in its definition of sexual 
assault than in the past. Now, 
it is defined as "sexual contact 
without consent". However, 
David Hyman K'08, one of the 

founding members of SASA, 
was troubled by the avoidance 
of using highly connotative 
words such as rape. 

"The policy should clarify 
what sexual assault is for 
students," said Hyman. "The 
definition should be clarified by 
degree." 

Other 
that slightly 

terms used 
convolute the 

definitions are "hooking up," 
found in the Prevention section, 
and "usually," used in the 
section defining a person who 
is in a state which would enable 
them to give consent. 

One piece of the policy 
that SASA is still looking for 
is what a student a should do if 
he or she is sexually assaulted 
while abroad. One student who 
experienced this explained that 
she was sent to three different 
doctors for medical attention, 
but was sent alone in every 

instance. In addition to this, 
her discomfort was heightened 
by having to speak French the 
whole time, putting her in a 
very difficult situation. 

She says she was never 
informed what her options 
were when on study abroad 
and wasn't informed of French 
law or what process either K or 
the school she was attending in 
France would take in regard to 
her claims. 

"It is completely the 
administration 's responsibility 
to educate the co=unity," said 
Lauren Lynch K'08. 

Megan O'Neill, K'08, a 
friend of a survivor who went 
through the policy's process last 
year, thinks that despite the new 
policy's imperfections, it is a lot 
better than it was. 

The new policy includes 
a useful list of resources for 
survivors to use including on and 

Construction Continues as Anticipation 
Builds for Hicks Completion 
Continued from page 1 

Welles, new kitchen equipment is currently being 
put into place. The new cafeteria will be built in 
this section of the building. 

The main entrance,' a new Cafe replacing the 
old Quad Stop, a movie room, and a games room 
will all open in February. By April, the health 
and counseling centers will have a new home in 
Hicks. 

All of these changes are included in Phase I 
of the reconstruction process. The project was 
designed to take place in two phases, so that part 
of the building could remain accessible while 
the other section was being renovated. The first 
phase, started in early 2007, includes renovating 
two-thirds of the building. 

Phase n, which aims to be completed by the 
2008-2009 academic year, will include the east 
end of the huilding, where the current cafeteria 
is . This phase will include a new banquet room 
where the current bookstore is, and meeting 
rooms for various student organizations on 
campus. Student Development and student 

organizations will move into their new facilities 
over next summer. 

The new cafeteria will feature more seating, 
new food stations, and a pizza oven. The Cafe 
will be "quite different than the current Quad 
Stop," according to Ponto, an_d will offer a quick 
alternative to the dining services. Menus for both 
these facilities have not been determined yet. 

The college is still on track to achieve 
silver level LEED certification. The Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 
program offers a set of standards to ensure that 
the building process and resulting structure is 
environmentally efficient and sustainable. All 17 
LEED credits submitted for the design process 
have been preliminarily approved. LEED credits 
earned for the construction process will not be 
known for quite some time, but the college has 
recycled 95 percent of the materials that have 
come out of the huilding thus far. 

"It will be a fantastic facility when it is 
completed," said Ponto. 

Photo/Sarah Whalen 
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off campus medical attention 
and confidential counseling 
resources, as well as 24-hour 
crisis lines. 

Also, the new policy 
promises that the college is 
going to make a reasonable effort 
to educate the co=unity on 
sexual assault and related topics 
through periodic programming. 

Despite all of its 
improvements, the new policy's 
flaws make it all too obvious 
that the progress made is just 
one step in a continuous process 
to reach perfection. 

"This is an opportunity to 
change the culture of K College 
for the better," said Hyman. 

Resources for more 
information regarding the sexual 
assault policy on campus include 
Res Life and the RA staff, as 
well as the K College website: 
http: //www.kzoo. edu/studevl 
stuconductlsexmisconduct.htm. 
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President Wilson-Oyelaran Commits K College to Climate Neutrality 
By JILLIAN MCLAUGHLIN 
Features Editor 

President Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran signed a 
commitment to make Kalamazoo College a climate 
neutral institution, making her the second Michigan 
college president to do so and among nearly 400 college 
presidents nationwide. 

Oyelaran signed the American Colleges & 
Universities Climate Commitment (ACUCC), reflecting 
both students' and faculty's long-standing drive for a 
more environmentally aware and engaged campus. 

"I think talking about environmental stewardship 
and making sure that we apply that knowledge of 
environmental issues is consistent with our mission," 
Oyelaran said. 

The commitment requires several changes the 
first year. Oyelaran mandated that all new appliances 
purchased for the college be Energy Star certified so they 
use a minimal amount of greenhouse gases. In addition, 
K looks to implement more rigorous waste minimization 
practices. Oyelaran appointed Paul Manstrom, director of 
the facilities management of the college and students, to 
head a committee to research such options. 

Faculty and facilities management members compose 
the committee while students will conduct an inventory 
of K's greenhouse gas emissions by the end of the year. 
Manstrom emphasized the role of student organizations 
and research in reaching climate neutrality. 

"We want EnvOrg involved, Farms2K. The students' 
role is pretty big. SIPs (Senior Individualized Projects) 
will contribute to the survey," Manstrom said. "I'm glad 
the president decided to take this action and sign it. I hope 
we get a lot of participation on campus." 

Eventually, students may be required to purchase 
Energy Star appliances for their dorms and accept other 
restrictions to meet the ACUCC's standards. In two years, 
the college must set a date for when it plans to be climate 
neutral. 

"There are going to be some costs or some choices 
that we will have to make," Oyelaran said. "It requires us 
to make choices about how we live." 

However, students and faculty already strode toward 
reducing the college's environmental footprint. The college 
participates in Recyclemania, an intercollegiate recycling 
competition, each year and places well in the different 
categories. Reducing emissions and waste coincides with 
an expansion of the Environmental Studies program. 
Professors Binney Girdler of the Biology Department, 
Jeffrey Bartz of the Chemistry and Amelia Katanski of the 
English Department all incorporate significant amounts of 
environmental topics into their classes. 

Also, the activism of students in environmental issues 
increases each year. Recital Hall overflowed with students 
when two journalists came to speak about the importance 
of eating locally last week, a new trend in environmental 
activism. 

"The environment is the larger community in which 
we all exist and we are becoming increasingly aware of 
our interdependence," said Oyelaran, although she wants 
a deeper commitment from the students. 

"Oftentimes we're really good about waving a placard 
but not so good about making changes in our own lives," 
she said. Oyelaran possesses a deep ethical commitment 
to environmental issues and sustainability cultivated in 
part by the 14 years she spent in Nigeria. She describes 
washing with a single bucket of water each day. 

"Can you imagine if prospective students came 
to Kalamazoo College and in the bathroom they found 
buckets? And we'd say, 'That's how we do it around 
here, '" Oyelaran said. "We have a level of comfort here 
that the rest of the world does not have." 

International experiences can heighten awareness 
of environmental issues, particularly sustainable living. 
However, as Oyelaran points out, the study abroad program 
is a major contributor to greenhouse gas emissions. 

"One of our biggest challenges is ... emissions from 
flying and flying is essential to our study abroad program. 
Study abroad is central to who we are." 

The climate commitment allows participating 
colleges and universities to independently set the date 
for neutrality so offsetting major contributors to climate 
change can be worked out over decades. 

"It makes absolute sense for K to be a part of this," 
Oyelaran said. 

Chapel Chat: Transitioning from "Chapel" to "Jama!" 
By MARY ELLEN ASHCROFT 
Kalamazoo College Chaplain 

No more Friday chapels: instead 
Friday Jama! Why the change? Well, there 
are a number of reasons not necessarily in 
this order: 

1. I've heard a number of members 
of the K College community (of various or 
no faith traditions) say that they would not 
come into Stetson on Fridays as long as it 
wa~ called "chapel." Words, my academic 
expertise tells me, not only have dictionary 
definitions, but also subtle connotations 
that cling to them, which may vary from 
subculture to subculture, and even person 
to person. For me the word "chapel" has 
several associations-the kind of place 
people get married in Las Vegas; small 
salvation army meeting houses in England. 
For some the word "chapel" may have 
wonderful connotations. I feel that one 
of my main callings at K is to make safe 
places for as many as possible, to provide 
the kind of hospitality that might welcome 
all to come in the doors on Friday. 

2. "Jama" is a Wolof word meaning 
"gathering" or "peace." We chose it 
partly because it means those things, 
but also because it's easy to pronounce 
and remember. There were some other 
great words with similar meanings, but 
we dido't want people to have to get out 
a pronunciation key when they said to 
someone, "Hey, are going to __ _ 
today?" 

3. At a more profound level, I 
believe that our community bere at K 
needs a talking place, a center for crucial 
discussions. Without a conversation center, 
we spin off in our different directions, 
characterized more by competition than 
community. If we are to be a "fellowship 
in learning," we've got to have a place 
for conversations that are about our life 
together. The common time on Fridays 
was set aside for this, but has splintered 
into thlses and thats. I want us to seize this 
opportunity to value our life together, the 
privilege of being part of this community. 

4. A few Fridays over the last 

couple years have shaped my sense of 
what Jama! could be. I remember when 
English Professor Gail Griffin talked about 
the death of Maggie Wardle and how all 
the signs of a possible assault were there, 
but left unspoken. After Dr. Griffin's talk, 
I sat with a group of students and heard 
them teU stories of harassment and abuse 
in their own lives. Other students came to 
me, saying, "This has happened to me." 
Her presentation on that Friday morning, 
empowered members of our community 
by giving them both the impetus and the 
words to speak about this issue. We need 
that to build our community. 

Or last spring, when graffiti appeared 
on campus, shortly after the VIrginia Tech 
shootings, and we gathered during another 
Friday morning. Students, staff, and faculty 
spoke about their fears and their vision for 
what we could be. We need that to build 
our community. 

So, instead of big name speakers on 
Friday mornings, our Jama! times will be 
times of hearing from each other. Last 

Friday (in case you missed it!) Sarah Galli 
K' I 0 played her violin for us, and then four 
students (Alyssa A1-dbooki K'09, Ezra 
Kaplan K'IO Andrew Grayson K'lO, and 
Keyontay Humphries K '08) spoke about 
how they had held onto their essential selves 
as they grew into their new experiences at 
K. This Friday Writer in Residence Di 
Seuss and Dylan Seuss-Brakeman ('09) 
wiU talk about their experiences around 
addiction. As the quarter continues we will 
hear from students who have been on study 
abroad, we wiU discuss sex, anxiety, and 
race. We've chosen these topics because 
we know they are crucial to our life together 
as a community. 

My hope is this: that no one will 
feel that they should go to Jama!, but that 
instead the members of the K community 
will feel that it is so much at tbe heart of our 
life together that they would bate to miss it. 
The chapel program wiU continue to offer 
programs to enrich our religious lives and 
understanding, but Jama! will offer ways 
for us to be together. 
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Summer Reflections: Lessons Learned in Quito, Ecuador 
one to help her up. By AMELIA LAING 

Staff Writer 
The majority of my summer was spent 

under fluorescent lighting, selling beer, 
candy, porn and cigarettes, flipping through 
tabloid magazines behind a convenience 
store counter, idly wondering whether Nicole 
Ritchie's pregnancy would get in the way of 
Good Charlotte's tour plans. In my free time 
(of which 1 had lots), 1 would often wonder 
if 1 should have spent my summer more 
productively, like, say, llana Kresch K' 10, 
who sojourned in Quito, Ecuador, to work at 
a daycare for Quichua children. 

The Quichua, Kresch explained, are a 
marginalized group in present-day Ecuador, 
and one of the very, very few indigenous 
cultures and languages to have survived the 
arrival of the Spanish almost five centuries 
ago. The Quichua language is considered 
plebeian, at best, by the mestizo (of mixed 
descent) population. Today they are 
considered ''third-class citizens" and negative 
stereotypes widely prevail. 

''I can assure you that had I fallen, or a 
mestizo person had fallen, someone would've 
gotten up to help," Kresch said. 

one of the teachers what had happened to her, 
and the teacher said that the mother said that 
she'd fallen out of bed." Kresch said. "You 
don't get a black eye by falling out of bed." 

Non-Quichua people were incredulous 
at Kresch's work choice. 

"I had never seen poverty like that 
before," Kresch said ''It was really beautiful 
to see their joy in spite of that poverty. 1 
mean they were coming to school with no 
underwear, they brushed their teeth with used 
toothbrushes, their soccer balls were deflated, 
but they were just so, so happy." 

'''They have a saying over there that 
goes, 'An Indian that doesn't steal sins' which 
suggests that it's part of their being such 
as a Quichua person," Kresch said. "So it 
continues this stereotype that Quichua people 
are inherently untrustworthy, which doesn't 
allow them to climb the social ladder, so to 
speak, as a mestizo person would be able to." 

"Whenever people asked me where I 
worked, I told them, and they'd say 'Are you 
kidding, that's so dangerous, why do you 
work there?'" Kresch said. ''No one sees their 
life; they're such a separate community. No 
one goes there, no one knows the Quichua 
people, unless you are Quichua, because 
there's no interest, no one cares to know." 

And the Quichua have more to deal with 
than racism, including abusive parents, little
to-no education, sexism, early pregnancy, and 
marriages between fourteen-year-old girls 
and twenty-six-year-old men. 

Despite their poverty, Kresch maintains 
that the Quichua are a resilient, colorful 
people. One enduring tradition occurs when a 
woman gives birth. A Quichua woman going 
into labor is surrounded by others, who hold 
eggs over her belly, an age-old tradition; the 
life inside the egg will help the life inside the 
woman. 

'''They don't have their health, they don't 
have money, clothing, education and yet ... 
they glow with this joy that you just don't see 
in other places," Kresch said. ''I think that the 
fact that 1 was there at alI-the fact that these 
kids ... know that someone will hug them, that 
someone will kiss them .. .just allowing them 
to understand that there are people that care." 

Kresch is full of stories that exemplify 
this mentali ty: a Quichua woman, with a 
baby, fell on the bus, and Kresch was the only 

"One girl, three years old, came in one 
day and she had a huge black eye and 1 asked 

SIPing in Salem: One Senior's Summer Research Experience 
By EMMA PERRY 
Contributor 

Working 50 hours a week in the House of Seven Gables 
and the Witch House, it is far too easy to overhear the 
hushed conversations, etched into the wooden beams and 
lye-washed plaster, between Judge Corwin and his fourteen
year-old daughter Elizabeth in 1692, who was friends with the 
"afflicted" girls Abigail Williams, Ann Putnam, and Elizabeth 
Paris, the same girls who sent 19 people - 14 women and 5 
men - to the gallows for witchcraft. 

I came here to Salem to research my SIP, to examine 
Nathaniel Hawthorne's "dangerous" female characters in his 
short stories. At both sites, 1 was bombarded with hundreds 
of questions about witches, burnings at the stake, hauntings, 
spells, devil worship, and of course, where one might purchase 
a broomstick. 

In his tales, Hawthorne's women transform roles. 
Hawthorne is both liberating his women, allowing them 
to embrace their ''bewitching'' characteristics, while 
simultaneously condemning them to the brunt of a society with 
which he disagrees but within which he is ultimately forced 
to live. He purposefully confuses traditional demarcations, 
blurring the lines between old and young, questioning 
the social acceptability of otherwise deviant women. 
At the end of an exhausting day of sight-seeing, I came across 
a modern depiction of the ambiguity of women exemplified 
by Hawthorne's writings in a tourist gift shop. It was an 
optical illusion of sorts. Viewed one way, the slender neck 
of a young demure woman comes into view; viewed from a 
different perspective, the face of a wrinkled crone appears, 
her rotten teeth and hooked nose mocking the lovely image 
of maidenhood from which she'd transformed. Maybe 1 was 

tired, or hungry, or had simply reached my tourist-tolerance 
breaking point, but 1 promptly undertook a materialist-feminist 
rant, outlining my infuriation at the irresponsible depiction of 
what constitutes a "dangerous woman," a witch, a green-faced, 
flying-monkey-hoarding (or Broadway sensation?) caricature 
squealing, ''I'll get you my pretty ... " from a tornado-tossed 
broomstick. Why the broomstick? A symbol empowered by 
the blatant abuse of and rebellion against the wife-mother role 
denoted in this traditionally domestic too~ used to subjugate 
and tame the threat of the self-empowered woman? Or was it 
just a broomstick? Needless to say, this image forced me to 
reconsider my fascination with Salem. 

But is there any responsible way to reconcile this 
legendary ''witch'' - the aII-powerfu\ woman gazing into 
her crystal ball - with the helpless female victims they were, 
imprisoned without trial, awaiting execution, hearing their 
husbands testify against them, trapped within the mystical spell 
of the affiicted girls' over-zealous imaginations? Why do we 
require that fantastical green skin be stretched over the bones 
of these punished few who lie buried in unmarked graves on 
Gallows Hill? In an effort spearheaded by young women, the 
"afflicted girls" fought against their conventional roles and yet 
ended up damning other like-minded women. In a misguided 
effort to break the patriarchal Puritan shadow, these "demure 
maidens," like the figure in the optical illusion, implicated 
fellow threatening women, and ultimately themselves. 

The maiden is dangerous for her sexuality, her potential, 
her independence; quite similarly, the crone - the widow - is 
dangerous for her wealth, her individuality, her self-sufficiency. 
Yet even the rnanied mistress is not safe; as an expected 
conformer to convention, one simple deviance becomes an 
enduring blemish to her reputation. Like Hester Prynne of 

Hawthorne's The Scarlet Letter, women frequently embody 
multiple stages at once: Hester is a maiden, a mistress, and a 
crone or widow, doomed to age in isolation, never to marry, an 
anomaly in her society. The Salem hysteria is a prime example 
of the age-old battle of women vs. women, a failed attempt at 
liberation in a society that could not control the shackles it 
had soldered onto its women. Could the "afflicted girls" not 
see glimpses of themselves in the women they condemned: 
women who often owned property, had no male heirs, and 
defended themselves vigorously in public? Or did they act 
out for that reason, because they saw too much of themselves 
in the rebellious women they accused, and foresaw no other 
outlet for their frustrations with piety and perfection than 
to quietly condemn their communities' ''witches'' in sadist 
punishment? 

These girls might have benefited from puzzling over the 
call you find the witch? image, which ultimately implicates 
all women in rebellion, punishable by death. Can we benefit 
from this optical illusion, this experiment with the black arts? 
Who are our ''witches,'' and why do we expose them as soon 
as our similar qualities surface? Our parallel fascination 
with and simultaneous repulsion at these ''witches'' persists. 
ffitimately, we enjoy feasting on our own ambitions. Not until 
we look at the optical illusion, and see just that, an illusion, 
can we be free of the imaginary ''witches'' that plague us as 
women. These metaphors loom over our futures on their 
domestic broomsticks (or vacuums,) threatening us with empty 
consequences if we dare approach the maiden-mistress-crone 
sequence, as Hawthorne began to explore, with a distorted 
perspective, viewed through the curved glass of our crystal 
balls or the wicked witch's hour glass strewn in threatening 
shards across the kitchen floor. We refuse to sweep it up. 
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Counseling Center: Let's Focus on De-Stressing, not Distressing 
By DR. PAT PONTO 
Director of Counseling 

"Feeling stress related to academic 
demands" was the number one issue for 
students at K in the Counseling Center 
Needs Survey completed last spring. Not 
only did students rate academic stress 
highly, but the faculty evaluation of 
student needs was that academic stress 
was the number one concern. AND 
both students and faculty also indicated 
that "feeling stress related to academic 
demands" is the concern that most affects 
students' academic performance. So, we 

at the Counseling Center are determined 
to help address the issue of academic 
stress in any way we can this fall. 

The culture of stress at K has been 
discussed and analyzed for years. Talking 
about it does not seem to change much. 
If anything, our discussion seems to 
reinforce what we know and do - and our 
conclusion that stress at K is something 
to be complained about, fought with, 
and endured. We'd like to propose that, 
instead of talking, we DO little things to 
work with and/or decrease our stress. 

The first small tactic is to stop 

thinking about EVERYTHING we have 
to do today, this weekend, this week, this 
quarter, this year. Ifwe all focused on this 
morning, this afternoon, or the next hour, 
we would be less stressed. We would hold 
fewer bits of information in our heads 
and would feel much less burdened by all 
that is coming up. We might also be able 
to focus more completely and effectively 
on the task at hand - and enjoy it! 

To focus on the present, of course, 
we have to have a sense of how we 
will meet our various responsibilities 
throughout the day, week and quarter 

(see the time management info on the 
Counseling Center website - most of us 
need calendars or planners). But, once 
we have that sense, there is very little 
to be gained by rehearsing our schedule 
in our heads or telling everyone who 
asks how much we have to do. Wouldn't 
it be nice to be able to say "I'm doing 
this now" rather than "I have so much 
to do, I'll never get it all done"? If we 
all said and heard that from our friends 
and colleagues, we would begin to de
stress ... and we would feel better about 
ourselves and our experiences at K. 

Voice from Abroad Shares Anecdotes of Australia 
By HOLLY C. GILLIS 
Staff Writer 

G'day Mate ... How ya 
goin'? 

When most people think 
of Australia, they think of the 
Sydney Opera House, the ' late 
Steve Irwin yelling "Crikee", and 
Beer, Beaches and Barbeques. 
Leave it to the Kalamazoo 
College Center for International 
Programs to place its students in 
the most isolated city inAustralia 
as far apart from this mainstream 
culture as possible. 

I like the program because 
it has made my experience very 
personal. Right off the bat, or 
rather the plane, I felt comfortable 
and welcome in Australia. The 
program introduces students to 
Aboriginal culture and tries to 
make it relevant to their future 
potential occupations. 

My class studies 
healthcare as it is relevant to 
Aboriginal citizens within a 
predominantly western society. 
Often Aboriginal citizens are 
undermined by the government 
that is supposed to serve 
them and, despite Australia's 
socialized healthcare system, 
medicine is no exception. I am 
also very actively volunteering 
for the Western Australia AIDS 
Council, becoming involved in 

schools and women's groups 
around the Perth area talking 
about sexual health. 

The program also gave a 
first introduction to mainstream 
culture. I saw kangaroos 20 
feet from my face 6 days 
after arriving, I got to throw a 
boomerang, and I attended an 
Aussie Rules football game. 
Perhaps the CIP would not like 
me saying this, but we also were 
introduced to the night life the 
second night we were here ... 
Aussies can pack it away like 
you would not believe. 

F or me, coming on study 
abroad was a lot like starting 
college for the first time. Unlike 
many of my close friends, I did 
not pick a destination where any 
of my friends from K went. I 
went with 10 people I had only 
known at a glance from class 
or parties. There are about 45 
people in my program with 
other students hailing from Elon 
University in North Carolina, 
Southern Methodist University 
In Texas and Trinity College in 
Connecticut. 

I've become really close 
with many of the other students 
from Kalamazoo and equally 
close With students from Elon. In 
fact, yesterday I returned from a 
seven-day trip to Melbourne and 

Tasmania with four girls from 
Elon that I met just II weeks 
ago. Now I can't imagine what 
school will be like without them. 
On a related note, you can look 
forward to a North Carolina 
contingency at 
Crystal Ball ... 
nipple tassels have 
been promised 
and should also be 
expected. 

Meeting this 

opposite. 
First, facing this setback 

allowed me to lean on the new 
friends I had made. There were 
experiences here to which no one 
at home could relate, but, with 

it's only a couple lines. 
I could not be happier 

with the destination I chose; 
it's hard to have a bad time 
when you spend a Saturday on 
a beach on the Indian Ocean in 

a swimsuit having a 
picnic in September. 
Australia has allowed 
me the opportunity 
to go spelunking in 
a 100-meter-deep 
cave, surf the Indian 
Ocean, and climb 
the second highest 
mo tain in TasmanIa 
(unf ·:tunately that 
last one gave me a 
hem i a ... 1 i terally). 
This is an experience 
I'd never trade. 

many new people, 
it was easy to 
stereotype and 
put people into 
neatly organized 
compartments. 1 
learned, as weeks 
passed, that my 
preconceived 
notions or first 
impressions were 
usually wrong, and 
in some cases, let 
me down. Also,l'm 

Photo/Holly C. Gillis 
Holly C. Gillis K'09 shows she is on top of the 
world during her six-month study abroad experi
ence Down Under in Perth, Australia. 

The thing three 
things 1 miss the 
most are "plate to the 
food," high quality 
high-speed Internet, 
and athletic events. 

very close with my immediate 
and extended family and the 
romanticized ideal of being 
away from home quickly gave 
way to the reality of not getting 
to talk to or be with whomever I 
wanted whenever I wanted and 
1 became homesick. While this 
could have negatively impacted 
my time here. instead it did the 

my friends from Elon and from 
K, 1 was able to get through the 
homesickness and have a blast. 
Second, keeping in close contact 
with my friends from home has 
made a big difference in adjusting 
to my life in Australia. I can't 
tell you how much it brightens 
my day to receive an email from 
a friend from the States, even if 

It 's just not the same listening to 
them over the Internet and, trust 
me. you'll miss them when you 
don't have them. 

I hope everyone is having 
a good fall term and 1 look 
forward to talking to you soon 
or meeting you upon my return. 
Oh, and the toilets really do spin 
the opposite way. 
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SKWIRRELS By JAMES SPICA 
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HOUSE OF CARDS By CALEB WALDRON 
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TED'S BRIEFS 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 
Sports Editor 

Cross-Country: Zoom! 
The Kalamazoo College cross country 

teams competed last Saturday, Sept. 29 
at the Loyola Lakefront Invitational. Out 
of 25 teams, the men took 12th, and the 
women's team placed II" out of 21 teams. 
Senior Enc Wohlford led the men's team 

with a 32"" place finish, while sophomore 
Jillian Mclaughlin placed 14th overaU in the 
women's division. 

Golf takes a final swing 
The women's golf team tied for fourth 

place out offive teams at the Sienna Heights 
Invitational last Saturday, Sept. 29, to head 
into their final tournament of the season. The 
MIAA tournament begins for the women's 
teams this Friday and Saturday, Oct. 5-6. 

The men's team earned seventh place 
at the MIAA Jamboree on Monday, Oct. 
I, while their last round will be played at 
the Tri-State-hosted MlAA Jamboree this 
weekend on Saturday, Oct. 6. 

Women's soccer wins third straight 
K's women's soccer team (7-3-1, 2-1 

MIAA) earned two victories in the past 

week, the first over Rochester College on 
Sept. 30 in a thrilling 2-1 overtime game. 
Junior Sarah Amosky kicked the game 
winner at the 93:06 mark. 

On Tuesday, Oct. 2, the Hornets 
defeated Alma College 4-2, tagging two 
goals in the final seven minutes to win 
the game. Sophomore Katie Manstrom 
also added two goals to the effort, putting 
Kalamazoo in fourth place in the MIAA. 

Amosky earned MIAA Offensive 
Player of the Week honors for her efforts 
during week five, notably from a 2-1 
come-from-behind victory over Olivet 
College on Wednesday, Sept. 26. 

Men's soccer suffers first MIAA loss 
The men's soccer team (6-3, 3-1 

MJAA) snapped a four-game winning 
streak with a 0-1 defeat at Albion College 
on Saturday, Sat. 29. The loss puts the 
Hornets in a three-way tie for first place. 

FootbaU suffers rough MIAA opener 
With a 45-7 beating at the paws 

of the Adnan College Bulldogs on 
Saturday, Sept. 27, the Hornet football 
team (1-2, 0-1 MIAA) needs to focus 
on fundamentals before their first away 
game this Saturday. Against Adrian, 
Kalamazoo suffered four turnovers, 
and was limited to 185 yards of total 
offense. 

Jfyou caD do ... coonectioo ~ \be t-, ...... you're 
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Kalamazoo College Alum and Fonner Athlete Defines Title IX 
By MEGAN O'NEILL 
Staff Writer 

Dr. Marjorie Snyder K'75 
addressed a packed Olmstead 
room on Monday night at 7:30 
with her speech "35 Years of 
Title IX and Women'sAthletics". 
Snyder is the co-CEO of the 
Women's Sports Foundation. 
The audience was comprised 
mostly of athletes from various 
Hornet sports teams. 

After spending a day on 
campus, Snyder displayed her K 
"letterman jacket" - polyester 
without an actual letter - to 
illustrate the progress that 
has been made in women's 
athletics. 

"We've gone from pioneer, 
protest, to chess game ... there are 
issues about resources, there are 
issues about sports segregation," 
Snyder said. "There are issues 
about stereotyping still." 

Snyder explained Title IX 
briefly, noting that it does not 
specifically reference sports. 
Title IX states that "No person 
in the United States shall, on 

the basis of sex, be excluded 
from participation in, be denied 
the benefits of, or be subjected 
to discrimination under any 
education program or activity 
receiving Federal financial 
assistance". 

Snyder also discussed 
ways in which high school and 
collegiate athletic departments 
have complied with Title IX. 
Departments must try to match 
the proportion of men's and 
women's sports participation 
with the proportion of men and 
women on campus, demonstrate 
progress toward equity, or 
demonstrate that students 
are satisfied with the sports 
offerings on their campus. 

Most colleges currently 
show their compliance based 
on student satisfaction. The 
problem with this approach is 
that college athletes are recruited 
to teams, thus allowing coaches 
to create the interested portion 
of the student body. Only about 
ten percent of colleges and 
universities are compliant with 
Title IX. 

Snyder tackled the 
practice of blaming Title IX 
for suffering boy's and men's 
sports teams, requesting that 
individuals examine how 
athletic departments spend their 
money. 

"When colleges cut sports, 
they blame the women, they 
blame Title IX and the message 
is that' if Title IX weren't here, 
we wouldn't have to do it,'" 
said Snyder. 

Additional challenges 
to achieving equality among 
athletes include concentrations 
of ethnic minorities in a 
few sports, homophobia, 
and the perception that "the 
female body is still more 
object than instrument," said 
Snyder. Also, women are still 
underrepresented as coaches, 
athletic directors, members of 
sports organizations such as the 
NCAA while women's sports 
get little press. 

"Women still receive about 
seven or eight percent of media 
coverage, which is just a little 
bit more than what dogs and 

Women's Volleyball Splits with Con
fer:ence Foes 
By MEGAN O'NEILL 
Staff Writer 

The Kalamazoo College women's 
volleyball team (6-10, 3-6 MIAA) 
managed to split its two matches on 
Saturday, Sept. 29. After falling 3-1 
to conference power Adrian College, 
the Hornets swept the Olivet College 
Comets 3-0. Kalamazoo Coach 
Jeanne Hess was proud of her team's 
overall performance. "To play two 
matches back-to-back is difficult for 
any collegiate team," she said, but the 
Hornets rallied impressively. 

Blough, has turned into an offensive 
powerhouse, a "spark plug," and Frye 
"has embraced a defensive role ... she 
leads with her passion and enthusiasm," 
said Hess. The team's freshman starters, 
Anna Lau and Larisa Grinvalds, also 
did well despite the "culture shock" 
of balancing volleyball with their first 
week of classes. Lau stepped up with 14 
kills against Adrian, leading the team. 

horses get," Snyder said. 
Despite the lingering 

problems, Snyder found 
many pOSItives, including 
the involvement of parents, 
particularly fathers, in working 
for equality in high school girl's 
sports. Although detractors 
of girl's and women's athletic 
teams assert a lack of interest, 
Snyder argued that there are 
approximately three million girls 
playing sports in high school 
as opposed to about 160,000 
women playing in college. She 
deemed it unlikely that a lack of 
interest is responsible for this 
falloff in participation. 

Snyder also feels that it 
will be important for athletes of 
both genders to come together 
and demand a better system, as 
opposed to blaming each other 
for lack of resources. 

Snyder met with student 
athletes earlier Monday to eat 
lunch and discuss her collegiate 
sports experience in a more 
IOtlmate environment. She 
discussed the difficulties of 
getting women's sports teams 

started at K, recalling that 
in its first year the women's 
basketball team played only five 
games. When she arrived at K, 
the only women's sports teams 
were archery, field hockey, and 
tennis. K added basketball and 
swi=ing Snyder's freshman 
year (,71), in part due to her 
efforts, as she played for both 
teams. 

Other women's teams, 
such as soccer, were a long 
time coming. The existence of 
a team was no guarantee of its 
members' dedication; Snyder 
recalled an away game in which 
one of the basketball team's 
eight members decided to stay 
in her room and catch up on 
reading. 

Partofhermessagetostudent 
athletes was that individual 
games will fade from memory 
- what will be important is 
the overall experience. Due 
largely to Snyder's work, both 
before and since her graduation 
in 1975, women are more likely 
than ever to benefit from such 
an experience. 

After a disappointing 9-19 2006 
season, the three senior players have 
taken over the responsibility to lead the 
team. Hess expressed pleasure at the 
growth of seniors Mariah Frye, Laura 
Winkler, and Bridget Blough. 

The team travels to the Augustana 
Tournament this Friday and Saturday to 
playa series of matches over those two 
days. The team will absolutely need to 
be on top of their game this weekend, 
but Hess is confident that as long as 
the team is "physically, mentally, and 
emotionally prepared" to take on their 
tournament foes, they will meet the 
challenge head-on. 

Photo/Steve Wideen 
The K volleyball team is hard at work making its presence known in the MlAA. 
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Choosing a Community with 
kzooconfessional.com 
Controversy Surrounds K s Internet Community as Students 
Debate Freedom of Anonymous Speech 

By JILLIAN MCLAUGHLIN 
Features Editor 

Last spring, an experiment in community 
enraptured the entire campus and fueled a 
controversial debate over free speech and 
collective values. A weird sentiment of paranoia 
appeared and a seemingly uncontrollable 
fascination with the inner thoughts of our friends, 
neighbors, and students began. 

Sam Yoo K'IO founded kzooconfessional. 
com, a website that allows its Kalamazoo 
College u ers 10 post comments anonymously. 
Introduced in the late winler, co-founder Shibo 
Xu of Oberlin College and Yoo provided a forum 
for private thoughts to be stated in a public forum 
with no responsibility. 

"There's just freedom to write," Yoo said. 
"There's a lot of things left unsaid in this world 
because you have to take responsibility." 

With this freedom, interesting entries 
appeared. Sexual comments pervaded the site 
and first and last names oftentimes appeared with 
graphic depictions of alleged sexual activities. 
Because of the anonymity of the comments, 
statements made were unverifiable but taken as 
true. The site shut down for the summer because 
of legal issues uninvolved with K's campus but 
opened up last week for use again. 

A Kalamazoo College student wrote, "If eel 
like a lot of people at K are ovenveight even 
though we have a nice gym/pool. Sweatshirts do 
not change the fact that being ovenveight will 
kill you, they just hide it." 

Another post solicited ideas for where to 
have sex on campus. Various places in the library, 

in the cafeteria and some offices followed. 

A Unique Opportunity 

Mark Vecchio, a faculty member of Simon 's 
Rock College, vehemently opposed a site at 
his school put up by Xu and Yoo. With only 
385 students at Simon's Rock, the site created 
problems. 

"We're a very small college here ... it wasn't 
too hard to figure out which people were being 
talked about and there were just blatantly 
insulting things being said ... It's not discourse, 
there was no debate being had, it's Just slander," 
Vecchio said. 

Associate Dean of Student Development, 
Dana Jansma, agrees. 

"1 think people really need to think about 
what they're doing and the impact on someone 
else. Being on a small campus like ours it can 
be destructive towards a community," Jansma 
said. 

While Vecchio sees the forum as 
problematic, Jansma views K Confessional 
through a different paradigm. 

"This is an opportunity for Kalamazoo 
College students to shape what kind of 
community we want to be," Jansma said. 

Xu also created sites for the Ivy Leagues, 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, New 
York Umversity and several other small, liberal 
arts colleges. Interestingly, the sites seem to 
follow a pattern. First, said Yoo, they flood 
with negatiye, nasty comments. Gradually, 
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Kzoo Homecoming 2007 
Stepping Up Activities for Students, Alumni 
By MARIAH FRYE 
StaH'Writer 

What does a massive sky
diving simulator, a hot dog eating 
contest, a middle-school/'90s 
themed dance, and an Athletic 
Hall of Fame induction of the 
entire 1962 football championship 
team have to do with each other? 
If you guessed Homecoming 
2007 at Kalamazoo College, 
you're absolutely right. 

And this year, it is anything 
but uneventful. "Basically 
we're planning something 
for the students every day of 
Homecoming week," says 
Brian Dietz, the new director of 
student activities. "We want to 
get students more excited about 
Homecoming and to enjoy and 
participate in the events we have 
planned." 

Thus far, this has definitely 
been the case. On Monday, 
students got the chance to "Think 
Fast" in an interactive game show 
held in Anderson, and on Tuesday 
the Senior Grad Committee 
sponsored a whole caboodle of 
games, cotton candy and snow
cones on the quad. 

Tonight will test the 
competitive spirit of our campus 
residents as the dorm-decorating 
contest is judged and a winner 
is announced. Oh, and in case 
you dido't notice the students 
suspended in mid-air over a 20 
feet tall, propeller-driven air 
tunnel on the quad yesterday, 
Student Development treated K 
College to sky-diving simulator 
in celebration of homecoming. If 

Continued on page 5 
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V) 
~ 
U 
Z 
~ 
Z Name: Nick Richie 

~ 
~ Year: Senior 

~ Major: English 

:::::; Reason for English major: Because it allows 

a me to study a lot of things without having to 
actually work hard to know about them 

U Future aspirations: Become CEO of Dad's 
company 

~ Commonly misspelled worrl: Sad(}-masochism 

Advice for campus: "Meth is death" 

Why do you like yoga?: Because it de
stigmatizes farling. 

If you had the chance to choose a study abroad 
site again. what would you choose and why? I 
would choose Thailand again. I'm reluctant to 
give up that experience. 

Why did you transfer to K? Because of the 
bureaucracy of Northwestern. 

Geekie5t attribute: Laughs at own jokes 

What animal would you want to be?: Albatross 

What one would YOII really be?: Sqwd 

Favorite activity outside of school: Skulking 

Who ""'Cllid YOII have coffee with dead or alive and what 
would YOIl talk abollt?: Bijork while conversing squid ink 
pasta 

How would you describe yourself: "I'm a morning 
person" 

-Alexa Lindsay. K'08 
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Debate Provoked by kzooconfessiona1.com 
Continued from page 1 

the comments shift to a more 
supportive tone. Yoo said, "The 
community comes to this point 
where the community is like, 'Do 
we want to live in a setting where 
we say that the person next to us is 
fat?' ... and this is what happened at 
every school." 

'What isfreedom of speech if there 
is no speaker?' 

The anonymity of sites like 
Kzoo Confessional creates a 
problem. Anyone can post anything 
and not be held responsible. Last 
year the Washington Post printed 
an article about a Yale Law 
School student who received no 
job offers despite impeccable 
credentials. She attributed this to 
the anonymous site, AutoAdmit, 
which allows law students to post 
anonymously on various topics 
including the personal lives of 
students. A Google search revealed 
untrue information posted on 
the site about her sex life. Some 
voice the same concerns for Kzoo 
Confessional. 

Yoo plans to make 
improvements to protect 
users against defamatory and 
potentially untrue comments and 
the comments are not accessible 
through a search engine. Yoo 
wants a feature that allows people 
to block their names from posts 
and may implement a rating 
system where negative comments 
can be flagged and the users 
blocked from the site. 

"When I think of freedom of 
speech I think of Piccadilly Circus 
and it has been traditionally a 
place where people can say crazy 
shit and it doesn't matter and 
that's free speech but you're in 
public and people can see who 
you are and even if they don't 
know your name they can see you 
and the internet's changed that," 
Vecchio said. "What is freedom 
of speech if there's no speaker?" 
Does freedom of speech matter 

without a listener? 

Biogs, networking and internet 
populism 

With each generation comes 
a defining technology. For the 
baby boomers and those of 
WWlI, the atomic bomb shaped 
their worldview. For the present 
generation, the internet offers to be 
ours. The internet connects people 
worldwide, bridges are forged 
between people who have not and 
perhaps never will meet each other. 

Online communities like Ebay, 
Myspace,andFacebookconnectusers 
across continents. Thomas Friedman 
quoted political theorist Yaron Ezrahi 
in The World is Flat as saying, "The 
Internet has magnified the capacity 
of individuals to generate their own 
stories and inscribe themselves on 
the world, both as individuals and as 
part of communities." 

Web activism emerges 
as a new way to unite people 
for common causes and blogs 
democratized journalism. While the 
internet connects, it also separates. 
Names or pseudonyms serve as 
faces. Identities are masked, words 
lose their reliability and people 
lose accountability. Some argue the 
forum facilitates irresponsibility 
and cruelty. Others feel the space is 
valuable. 

"If it's a serious topic you 
usually get serious answers," said 
Mike Kappler K' 10. 

Students write about mental 
illness or family issues. Even 
Vecchio acknowledges the change in 
tone associated with the more serious 
posts. 

"I did see entries on it from people 
who anonymously complained about 
depression or suicidal thoughts ... 
and those postings got responses 
that were often very sympathetic 
and very supportive and that was an 
exception," Vecchio said. 

Yoo received many complaints 
and even shut down Oberlin's 
Confessional for a brief time before 
bringing it back. He wrote in an 
e-mail to a critic, "People feel 

lonely and others comment telling them 
they 're not alone. There are suicide posts 
with comments giving them guidance 
and support ... People have discussed 
race relations which eventually lead to 
an open forum in which people talked 
about racism on campllS, face to face." 

Despite the controversy, students 
visitthesitefrequentlyandadministrators 
say they have no jurisdiction over the 
site. Kzoo Confessional will be around 
as long as there are people eager both 
to write and read the private thoughts of 
others. 

As Jansma says, we'll have to 
decide what kind of community we 
want to be. 
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Free Bunna Builds Awareness of Deadly Monk Protests 
By ALEX MORGAN 
Staff Writer 

"AIe you down with that?" seemed to be the mantra 
last week when a large circle of students committed to the 
Free Burma cause. Free Burma Co-Presidents Arianna 
Schindle K'08 and Stephanie Willette K'08 used the phrase 
repeatedly to ensure potential members were interested 
in and willing to address the cause. At the evening's start, 
many students knew little about the situation in Burma. 

"Because students have been going to Thailand on 
study abroad, they have come back learning about Burma," 
said Willette. The Free Burma chapter at K was founded 
by Heather Abraham K'03 after she returned home the 
region. 

"Whenever the United Nations votes on something and 
wants to make a Security Council resolution, China votes 
against taking action on Burma," said Willette. "The UN 
can't take any action." 

"I feel that I should be more aware," said Susan 
Gibilisco K' II. "I thought it was interesting that nobody 
was talking about it." 

Many students came because of the recent media 
coverage in Burma. The country has been under an 
oppressive military regime since the early I 960s, resUlting 
in a large number of human rights violations, Willette said. 
In 1988, a rebellion against the military rulers failed after 
thousands of people were killed in military crackdowns. The 
Burmese government is known for controlling its citizens 
and squashing rebellions through fear tactics such as rape, 
the burning of villages, and the forced military recruitment 
of child soldiers. Most recently, rising fuel prices resulted 
in the largest citizen uprising since 1988. The government 
raised prices beyond affordable rates in an attempt to reduce 
budget deficits. Free Burma hopes recent events such as 
these will propel the group forward. 

"It's really sad that it takes something like this for 
people to become aware of what's happening, and of course 
what's happening is really tragic," said Willette, "but at the 
same time it does get more people aware of it." 

Withthemissiontospreadawarenessofthehumanrights 
abuses occurring in Burma, Free Burma and its supporters 
hosted two major activities last week: a candlelight vigil at 
Stetson Chapel and the ''wear red" campaign on Friday. 

''The candlelight vigil and wear red for Burma were 
very successful," said Martha Cavazos K'II. "I'm really 
impressed by the passion this group has, and even though 
we are small, I feel like what we can accomplish is big." 

By wearing red, students expressed support for the 
"saffron revolution," which pays homage to the monks in 
Burma and alludes to the orange revolution that took place 
several years ago in Ukraine. 

Protests have been ongoing in Burma since late August. 
Hundreds of thousands of monks led citizens in massive 
marches against the government and continue to serve as 
catalysts in the revolution. Thousands of individuals have 
been detained and arrested, and while the official death toll 
remains low, some estimate the numbers are in the hundreds 
and could get much worse. 

Free Burma kicked off a long-term effort to circulate 
petitions aimed at China, the biggest political supporter and 
commercial partner of the Burmese government. Since the 
1980s, China has worked to build a close relationship with 
Burma, incentive being Burma's hydrocarbon resources 
and access to facilities along the Bay of Bengal. 

According to Willette, because of the upcoming 
Olympic games in Beijing, China is being very careful 
about its public image; policies are already shifting to 
reBect awareness of the human rights issues. 

On November 10, Free Burma will join with AIonesty 
International and the Music Performance Club to put on a 
benefit concert. The proceeds from this event will go to a 
group in Burma that is helping bring aid and supplies to the 
monks and protestors. 

"A lot of pretty good bands are coming and we are 
trying to invite community members and Western students," 
said Willette. 

Free Burma hopes to continue collaborating with other 
K groups such as AIonesty International. Locally, Free 
Burma is looking into working with the Western chapter of 
STAND, an anti-genocide coalition, said Willette. 

The year, Free Burma is also considering expanding 
aid to other causes. "I feel like this year can be a really 
amazing turning point for this organization because of our 
expanded goal to bring human rights to places like Darfur 
and the Congo," said Cavazos. "Everyone deserves life, 
everyone deserves love, everyone deserves peace, and I feel 
passionately about doing the best I can to bring this to as 
many people as I can. I know Free Burma can do that." 

Free Burma meets Tuesday evenings at 8pm in the 
Hoben Lounge. 

Beaner's Coffee in the Midst of Identity Crisis 
By JESSICA R. MAAS 
Staff Writer 

Early next quarter, Beaner's coffee mugs 
on campus will be advertising the correct logo 
but an incorrect name. 

By Jan. 31, 2008 all 79 Beaner's stores 
will have a new name: Bigby Coffee. 

. The corporation is not being handed over, 
nor is Beaner's being bought out; it is merely 
an effort to avoid offending customers. 

"Beaner's is a racial slur of derogatory 
term for Hispanics that the corporation was 
unaware of when they first opened," said 
Kelly Kribs, night manager of the Beaner's 
atK. 

The word "bean-eater" pre-exists 
"beaner", its first derogatory use recorded in 
1965. The corporation original1y chose the 
name as an acknowledgement of the beans 
used to make coffee. It was not until the 
business expanded after their opening in 1995 
that the offensive nature of the word surfaced. 

Lindsay Davis K'08 said that she did not 

know the derogatory meaning of the word 
before she began working at Beaner's in winter 
2006. Since that time she has encountered 
several situations involving parents who 
commented on the name and refused to buy 
merchandise because of it. 

Despite the lack of formal complaints 
against the companies name, some people, 
especially those in the south, have been 
reluctant to open up franchises because of the 
name, according to Kribs. 

They decided to do something about it 
In March of 2007, Beaner's informed 

its managers throughout the company of the 
name change, The new name wasn't officially 
announced until Sept. IS, 2007. "Bigby 
Coffee" was chosen in an effort to retain the 
logo. 

Bigby's is the phonetic spelling of a big 
B. The orange and black logo will remain 
unchanged, which will not only save the 
company a lot of money but will, according 
to Kribs, also help with consumer recognition. 

Even so, it may be hard for some consumers 
to grasp right away. 

"It might just throw people 
off for a little while," Davis 
said. 

In the long run, the 
corporation feels it is a good 
move if they want to continue to 
expand and reach other parts of 
the country. 

cups, shirts, and other in-store goods will be the 
first items to go through a name replacement, 

and will be followed by changes 
on items outside the store. 

K College will not be 
paying any expenses, nor will 
the students' coffee source be 
closed for any length of time. 

Beaner's corporate branch 
is paying out of their fimds for 
all Beaner's coffeehouses to 
make the change. The cost for 
the corporation will be nearly 
one million dollars. 

The change is going to 
occur gradually. Elizabeth 
Borowicz, day manager of the 
Beaner'satK, said that Beaner's 
cups will be used until they run 
out, a decision the company 
made to conserve materials. 

BIGGBY Despite the cost, the change 
will make everyone happy. The 
neutral name won't offend 
anyone and consumers need not COFFEE 

Though the deadline for 
change is over three months away, changes are 
already underway. The website for Beaner's 
Coffee remains, but a Bigby Coffee website 
already exists. The corporation has stated that 

fear - the menu will remain as 
it is. 

"It's still Beaner's. Everything will stay 
the same. The only thing changing is the 
name." said Borowicz. 
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Why Are You Still Here? K Alumni Come Back to Campus 
By LAUREN FREDERICKSEN 
Staff Writer 

position." 
Although she never imagined returning to campus 

in this context, Dr. Katanski accepted the position -

Her SlP, for example, proved one of the most 
influential things she experienced here at K. 

While walking around K's campus, it's certainly 
not unusual to see a familiar face - or ten. With our 
campus' small size, everyone seems to know everyone. 
But what about those faces that stay longer than the 
typical four years? 

"I teach directly through experiences r had because 

Dr. Amelia Katanski, a professor in the English 
department and a graduate of K'92, found herself back 
on her familiar stomping grounds quite by accident. An 
English major (and one class short of having a double 
major in political science), Dr. Katanski came to K with 
aspirations of international law. Like many who come 
with a defined major in mind, Dr. Katanski's interests 
began to drift. 

"While I enjoyed political science, I was passionate 
about English," she said. 

By the time she had completed her SIP, which 
involved living on a reservation in South Dakota, Dr. 
Katanski fully realized her passion for multiethnic 
women's literature and American Indian Literature. 
She went directly from K to Tufts University in 
Massachusetts to earn her M.A. and Ph.D. in English. 
During this time, she also spent a year at UCLA earning 
her master's degree in American Indian Studies. 

even though it did not occur at 
a convenient time for her family. 
Prior to this offer, she and her 
husband had decided to move 
back to Massachusetts. When 
her position became permanent, 
these plans took a new path 
as her husband moved back to 
Michigan. Once on campus, Dr. 
Katanski felt very aware of her 
alum status. 

"At first, 1 felt like 1 had 
to tell every class," she said. 
"Every time 1 went to Humphrey 
House 1 had the eerie feeling I 
was there to have a meeting with 
my advisor, or I had something 
due." 

Now, after seven years, Dr. 

of my SIP," said Dr. Katanski. 
"It also was what made me 
realize my passion in American 
Indian Literature." 

Life at K is, of course, 
ever changing. Compared to 
when she studied on campus, 
Katanski now notices a more 
stressful atmosphere. During 
her time, she saw lots of "energy, 
excitement and activity" but she 
never felt that the environment 
was like it is currently, where 
"everyone is running around 
with a million things to do." 

After completing her degrees, Dr. Katanski moved 
back to Michigan with her husband - but not to teach 
at K College. She actually taught in the English 
Department at Michigan State University for one year. 
After her year at MSU, she was contacted by the college 
regarding a position. 

Katanski has stopped feeling 
primarily like an ex-student 
and now feels more like "the 
professor sharing an alma mater 
with students." 

Dr. Katanski feels there are 
advantages to teaching at her 
alma mater because she relates to 
her students on a different level. 

Phoro/Carolyn Zinn 

Nevertheless, Dr. Katanski 
notes positive changes on 
campus. She especially 
appreciates the fact that 
"students have the opportunity 
to get so much more involved 
in the Kalamazoo community." 
She said that during her time as 
a student, the "K Bubble" was 
much more evident. 

Amelia Katanski From the perspective of 
a happy, successful K grad, 
Dr. Katanski offers advice to 
students: "Make use of all the 

K'92 
"I value what we do here even "I'd always kept in contact with the English 

Department here at K," Dr. Katanski said, "I told them 
I was back in state and they offered me a sabbatical 

more having gone through it," Dr. Katanski explained. 
"I realize the great impact K had on my life." 

opportunities - travel, do things you couldn't before 
and do it now while it's all so available." 

A New Face for a New Position 
Brian Dietz Takes on Role of Student Activities Advocate 
By TONI SKALICAN 
Staff Writer 

Student organizations have a new 
ally located in DeWaters, room 112. 

Whether you're looking to organize 
an event, start a club, or join an 
organization, Brian Dietz has come to 
the rescue. "This is a rebuilding year," 
said Dietz, Kalamazoo College's new 
Director of Student Activities and the 
Hicks Center. "We are asking 'What do 
students want to do, and how do we get 
that done?'" 

Dietz comes to K from Ball State 
University, where he was the director 

of the student center. Originally from 
Cleveland, OH, Dietz majored in English 
at Mount Union College. "I was really 
excited to get back to a small, private 
college," he said. 

Dietz knows that it takes 
student commitment to keep campus 
organizations strong. While in college, 
he was a member of MUC's student 
government, and the student activities 
board. "I loved it so much; that's how I 
got sucked into this job," he said. 

And K students should be grateful 
he did. "I'm looking to improve student 
organization guidelines. It you have a 
club in mind, come talk to me!" said 

Dietz. 
K College currently boasts 65 

student organizations, including at least 
six that were started this fall, according 
to Dietz. While a long list on the Student 
Commissions' website provides many 
traditional clubs, one should be aware 
that the organizations extend far beyond 
the realm of the college Democrats and 
Republicans. 

Cirque du K, K Knitters, Martial 
Arts, and a Tea Drinkers Club are just 
a few that stand out from the mix. "I 
would try the unicycling club," said 
Dietz, "because that would be fun to 
learn. That's one I've never seen." 

Dietz is positive that there are many 
more ideas amongst the student body, 
and he is urging student input. If you're 
too shy to stop by De Waters, he can be 
reached bye-mail (bdietz@kzoo.edu). 
He notes that even simply "filling out an 
evaluation sheet after an event is helpful. 
We are using all of the information we 
can get from students." 

"The StudentActivities Commission 
works with me, and we have meetings 
(open to all students) every Tuesday 
night at 7pm in the Carriage House," 
said Dietz. "Involvement provides the 
opportunity to test new ideas, and helps 
students shape the culture of campus." 
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Spotlight on Service Learning: Emerging Opportunities 
cafeteria remains another important 

By LISA PHILLIPS The KCrn is the equivalent of a jail, do the mentors. goal. Although cafeteria food provider 
News Editor where most children are either awaiting "Sometimes all it takes is someone Sodexho has displayed interest in the 

Most K students know that the trial for misdemeanors or are wards of the to be there, someone to believe in them. project, it has been hard to get through 
typical day at K involves cramming as state. Ten K students work with around With a little effort, we can help break the the "politics and bureaucracy" of large 
much knowledge and information into forty children at KCrn, ages II to 16. cycle of bad behavior," said Schindle. corporations, said McCubbrey. 
one's brain as humanly possible. The K Mentors spend time with the She added, "These kids are amazing Farms ToK also hopes to offer 

But even with the hustle and kids while teaching respect, confidence, - they are so strong with the issues that cooking classes, where Sodexho chefs 
bustle of academics, some students are and empowerment through circle they face every day. We have so much to show students what they could cook with 
finding creative ways to utilize all that discussions, lesson plans, and projects. learn from them." the local foods they buy. 
jam-packed knowledge in the greater As a leader, Arianna Schindle K'08, McCubbrey emphasized the many 
Kalamazoo community. said, "We hope to reduce stigmas that Making a Connection with Local Food benefits to buying locally. 

As the school year begins, so do society has of youth who are incarcerated "Local food is an important issue in 
all 12 of the college's Service Learning and that these youth have of themselves. What better way to bring people many ways. Not only is it great for local 
programs, aimed at bringing about civic We can help the kids find their voices in together than through food? business, it is environmentally important 
participation and social justice. the community." Farms ToK, led by Ali McCubbrey - the amount of waste that goes into food 

Three of the programs, MMAP,Farms Each quarter, the children work K'08, aims to do just that, by connecting transportation is astronomical," she said. 
ToK, and Spanish Medical Interpreting, on one creative project. This quarter, K's campus to more local foods. 
explain their goals and aims for the year. MMAP is partnering with Julia Gartrell "Buying local foods is a great way Two Languages, One Right to Health 

Care 
Giving kids a second chance 

In a world where society is quick to 
judge, Meditation and Motivation Among 
Peers (MMAP) hopes to lend help and 
voices to children who need them most. 

As Service Learning's award
winning program, MMAP works with 
kids in the Kalamazoo County Juvenile 
Home (KCrn). 

K'08, leader of K's Community Public to bring people from the Kalamazoo area 
Art Program, to create an art project. together and support the local economy," 
Ideas range from screen-printing t-shirts McCubbery said. 
to molding ceramic sculptures. Members of this group are planning 

"Creating art releases emotions many different events throughout the 
and gives them a sense of purpose in quarter, aimed at getting students off
completing a project," Gatrell said. campus and into the community. Events 
"We're trying to instill confidence and include pumpkin carving, apple picking, 
pride in them." and visits to local farms and the Farmer's 

The kids benefit immensely from Market. 

In another of K's Service Learning 
programs, students put their education to 
the test while improving in the quality of 
local health care. 

Spanish Medical Interpreters, headed 
by Sam Shaw K'lO, helps to make sure 
immigrants and minorities get the proper 

having someone work with them, and so Incorporating local food into the Continued on page 9 

Homecoming 2007: New Activities Add Energy to Tradition 
Continued from page 1 

K-goers can't get excited about that, we have problems. 

will be inducted into the Athletic Hall of Fame. 
Saturday offers an array of festivities, including a 

home volleyball game at 11 :00 a.m. and a home football 
game at 1 :00 p.m., both 
against Hope College. On 
the road, both men's and 
women's cross country 
will be racing at Calvin. 
Additionally, men's soccer 
will be playing on Calvin 
turfwhile the women's team 
combats the Flying Dutch 
at Hope. Both games will 
determine the number one 
spot in the MlAA. 

The fun doesn't stop 
there. Tomorrow, Friday, 
at 9:00 p.m., the Athletic 
Leadership Council (ALC) 
is hosting the second annual 
Pep Rally in Anderson 
gym. Last year's pep rally 
attracted a whopping 300 
attendees, and this year 
the ALC promises even 
more games, pizza and free 
prizes from Rave Theatre, 
the Kalamazoo College 
Bookstore, and other local 
businesses. (And for you 
Kobayashi-wannabes there 
will be hotdog eating.) 

Photo/www.davisandelkins.edu 
New activities for this year's Homecoming celebration 

Also taking place this 
Saturday is the 3'" annual 
Homecoming 5K run, 
which is, according to 
Assistant Director of Alumni 
Relations, Maddie Stap, "the Also on Friday evening 

at 7:30 in Dalton Theatre, 

included a skydiving simulator on the ~ad. 

will be the Alumni Awards Ceremony, where, among 
other K grads, the championship football team of 1962 

biggest event for alumni 
during homecoming." This year, a record 200 runners, 
half students and half alumni, will be participating in the 

race. 
On Saturday night at 10:00 p.m. in Anderson is the 

annual Homecoming Dance (sponsored by SAAC), with 
this year's theme of middle-school/'90s. All scrunchies 
and big-framed glasses are welcome. 

These are just some of the main events scheduled for 
Homecoming week. The college is also sponsoring a wide 
assortment of alumni activities, including alumni sporting 
events, study abroad and LandSea reunions, tours, 
tailgates, and a total of nine class reunion celebrations. 

Stap expects to see close to 900 alumni and family 
members on campus this year for Homecoming, which is 
the most the college has experienced yet. As for students, 
everyone is encouraged to make the most of Homecoming 
week by participating in these events and connecting with 
K College alums. 

"We would love to see the students getting excited 
for Homecoming," says Stap. "It really helps feed 
enthusiasm, and creates a more vibrant campus for our 
alumni to see." 

Homecoming is indeed a time for alumni to celebrate, 
but this year it couldn't be easier for students to have 
a blast as well. Let's get out there and live it up this 
Homecoming. 
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October 17, 1962 

Start 
Homecoming 
F esti vities 
Tonight 

October 21,1966 

College Welcomes Her Alumsl 
October 9, 1959 

October 14, 1966 

Original Homecomi g 
Exhumed from File 
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Mehitabel's Musings 

It'. a man'. game, all right. 

See thle crowd that flll. the atand.1 
Hear the mu.ic of the band. I 
Each man hold ... ,ingle aim' 

All have come to lee the game. 
But their Kirle--1..0 full of charm
Think much mor~ of keep ina warm. 
They would. rather be admired 
Thllln to h.ten, until tired, 
To the myeteriel of the eame. 
Th.t'. not why their &Irliea eame. 

Watc.h their .mile. eo bTi"htly beam 
On the hero of the team. 
Hear them murmur, "Oh, poor I.d. 
"I. he hurt> That cut look" bad:' 
Hear them whi.per, "See that hat. 
··Sh. pa,d $10.19 ror that." 
'[hey .11 look .. trifle bored 

When lold Ju,t how Podunk teored. 
They a.k. faoH.l. quutiona 'til 

Some one •• k. them to keep Itill.. 

Theae youn, I.diet love to cheer 
Lo\td cnouah to ,plit one', ear. 
When the aame •• at white heat, 
They wouJd like a bite to eat. 
But when .11 i. pall and done, 
When Kazoo ha. realJy woo, 
When the 'Vietory bonfire Rame •• 
Then _hey "jull Ion:' lootb.1I .amu. 

c 
e 
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October 23, 1937 

October 10. 1962 

Wood, 
gun III the Hornet attack 

Yf: r, who has stood out in 
ev ry gAme played thus f r With 
Dalla still favorlllR 1\ injured ankle, 
V.'ood will ue expected to do most 0 

the ball.totin 

October 10. 1962 
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HOUSE OF CARDS By CALEB WALDRON 

From Student Commission 
On Monday, October 8th , Student Commission 

meet for the second time this quarter to finalize 
the fall quarter budget. The extensive meeting 
reviewed in depth the details of the budget. Last 
week, the Financial Policies Budget met with 30+ 
Student OrganIzations and spent 9 hours reviewing 
proposals and distributing the $20,209.58 set aSIde 
for all organizations. After the lengthy meeting on 
Monday, the budget was finalized and approved. 
For information on the budget or to view it, contact 

Lauren Migliore. 
In other news, Student CommissIOn discussed 

Homecoming events including the Hall Decorating 
Contest on Thursday and Tailgating on Saturday. 
Both events are going to be exciting and Student 
Commission is more than happy to be lDvolved and 
looking forward to the events. We hope to see you 
there! 

--Mae Newnum, K'll 

Does It Get Any Better Than This? One Senior's Perspective 
By ROBYN MCBRIDE 
Staff'Writer 

"It's not going to get any better than 
this," said one of the speakers at the senior 
meeting during first week. Though she 
was probably right, I could not believe she 
actually said it. I looked around and saw 
that most of my friends felt the same way 
as we released a collective "pssshh" and 
frowned at one another. 

We had just received our senior audits, 
telling us more or less whether we were 
prepared (at least credit-wise) to graduate 
in the spring. Most of the senior class 
seemed gleeful to receive confirmation 
that they had fulfilled their graduation 

requirements, but there was something 
else in the air that evening: a feeling of 
anxiety. 

I am well aware that most people know 
seniors have a hard year, but you don't 
truly understand until you are a senior and 
have to do it all. As a Spanish major I have 
a three-part comprehensive exam and 
a 45-page SIP on top of regular classes, 
work, and extracurricular activities (the 
Index, lacrosse, etc.). 

I can't even begin to imagine what it 
must feel like to have any heavier a load. 
However, I do know that I feel constantly 
stressed out - be it over my SIP, comps 
or even a simple French assignment. And 

I'm supposed to have some sort of "plan" 
for next year. How can I do all of this at 
once? 

The answer is that I can't, and I'm 
beginning to realize that it's okay. The 
more seniors I talk to, the clearer it 
becomes that most of us don't know where 
we're headed. Though I know this fact 
makes some feel worse, it actually makes 
me feel better. As seniors, we're all united 
in our "I don't know what I'm doing and 
I'm going to kill the next person that asks 
me" type of attitude. We're all stressed 
out. We all have someone breathing down 
our backs about the future. We all have to 
do a SIP. We all have to take comps. 

I'm not trying to be cheesy here, but 
we have to realize that we're united in this 
chaos that is the beginning of the rest of 
our lives. Sure, we're going to be stressed 
and frustrated, but it's time we realize 
that this is actually a really good time. We 
don't have that many responsibilities - I 
mean, sure, a SIP is hard, but I'd rather 
be doing that than having to provide for a 
family or be a workaholic at some hotshot 
job. 

So seniors, when you get stressed, 
just try to relax a little. And hey, maybe 
you could even have a few drinks and just 
hang out, because really, it's nol going to 
get any better than this. 
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COUNSELING CO~N E~:D E~ST~ESSIN G PA~T 2 
By DR. PAT PONTO 
Director of Counseling 

When I was first working at K in the late 
1980s, I encountered a student who taught me a 
lot about academic stress. She was a Heyl Scholar 
and in danger of losing her funding. She couldn't 
understand at had happened to cause this 
problem, because she felt that she was ALWAYS 
study mg. 

We decided that she would check out her study 
habits by keeping a log for a day (to check your 
use of time, see the Counseling Center website 
time management article for a sample log provided 
by Dr. Sotherland). What she found was that she 
was always THINKING about studying, but rarely 
ACTUALLY studying. 

After class, she went to have coffee with a 
friend, then she stopped by her professor's office, 
then It was time for lunch, then she remembered she 

had to put up posters for an event, then she had class, 
then she had a meeting, then it was hme for dinner and 
that went longer than usual, then a friend was very 
upset and needed to talk. 

At each step in the day, she THOUGHT about 
studying and aU that she needed to get done, but she 
only got to the library to work at II :30 p.m. (in those 
days, the library closed at midnight). 

This student was really surprised by the results of 
her time log, but 1 think it is quite common for "K" 
students to think about studying much more than they 
actually study. The obvious strategy is to study, rather 
than thinking or worrying about your work. 

By extension, I want to encourage you to do 
whatever you're doing and not think or worry about 
domg something else. 

For instance, it seems to be common to worry about 
studying when taking time to socialize ("I shouldn't be 
doing this because 1 have so much to do"); or having 

fun ("Yeah, it was fun to go out, but 1 had so much 
to do 1 couldn't really enjoy it"); or when relaxing 
("I shouldn't be takmg a break because I have too 
much to do"). We aU need to socialize, have fun 
and relax. 

Tactic #2 for de-stressing, then, has two parts. 
The first is to DO instead of thinking about doing 
(study, instead of planning to or worrymg about 
studying). 

The second IS to focus on what we're dOlOg, 
not what we are NOT doing. When you're studying, 
study - don't think about the fun you could be 
having or the TV show you're missing. When you're 
socializing, try not to think or talk about your work 
unless it's very interesting to you or your friends -
when you're relaxing, let go of your worries about 
your work and enjoy the rest. 

Study, socialize, have fun, and relax ... one 
activity at a time. 

Service Learning Programs Thrive SKWIRRELS By JAMES SPICA 

Continued from page 5 

care they need, by providing Spanish
speaking student translators. 

This program partners with two 
local organizations - the Family Health 
Center and the Kalamazoo Center for 
Medical Studies. 

Students are called in for medical 
consultations to explain the patient's 
needs to the doctors. With the Family 
Health Center, students sometimes go 
with health care officials on home visits 
to pregnant women in the community. 

These interpreters make sure that 
t!Jese women receive the right type 
of care that would otherwise not be 
available. 

"When K students aren't here, they 
aren't doing any appointments with 
Hispanic women," said Shaw. 

This program shows how students can 
make a tangible difference in the nation
wide issue of health care equality. 

"A lot of immigrants have a lot less 
access to health care in general. By 
providing them a way to communicate, 
they are coming one step closer to getting 
health care that is equivalent to others in 
the community," said Shaw. 

The benefits go both ways, as the 

students get the opportunity to practice 
all of their knowledge gained in the 
classroom. 

As Shaw put it, "This program puts 
a lot of things they learn into practice in 
everyday life, and shows a way that they 
can make a real-world impact through 
their studies." 

In the future, the organization hopes 
to create a Spanish interpreter hotline, 
where doctors and patients can call for a 
quick translation or language help. 

Practice Makes Perfect 

These Service Learning programs 
showcase how adept K students are at 
applying their knowledge to real issues 
facing the community today. 

However, when asked about the 
impact of their programs, the K leaders 
emphasized how much they were learning 
themselves from the people they interact 
with. 

Arianna Schindle summed up this 
idea perfectly: 

"Service Learning gives us a 
different kind of education. We spend 
all this time going to school to practice 
learning. Service Learning is a way to 
practice living," she said. 

. . 1,- , 

"LIVING ON A COUEGE CAMPt/S HAS REALLY GOTTEN TO THEAL' 

9 
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Kristen Smith Takes Charge ofKAthletics 
K s First Female Athletic Director Praises Hornets and Fans 
By CHUCK MASON 
Staff Writer 

From her window at the campus's 
athletic crossroads - the place where the 
paths to nearly every sports facility come 
together - Kristen Smith knows that 
behind the daily business-as-usual flood 
of student athletes, there are some changes 
taking place. 

without one. In 1992, she was hired as 
an assistant coach of the school's softball 
team, a position which she continued 
to hold after she was hired as full time 
athletic trainer in 1994. 

Since that time, she served as head 
coach of the Hornet softball team for 
two seasons, helping to take them to the 
tournament quarterfinals for the first time 
in Kalamazoo history. 

When Smith was approached about the 
position as athletic director, she considered 
it an opportunity. "It was something that I 
didn't feel that I could pass up." 

Although much of 
her job is devoted to 
the affairs of the sports 
department and the 
student involved in it, she 
recognizes that they're 
only a part of what makes 
sports successful at K. 
"Fans are as big a part of a 
successful program as the 
athletes themselves," she 
stressed. "I would love 
athletics to be what brings 
them back to this campus 

Photo/Chuck Mason 
Kristen Smith enjoys her new office as Athletic Director 
of Kalamazoo College. 

Until recently, Kalamazoo College's 
athletic department had a much different 
look. It was split up into male and 
female departments, but after coaches 
and administrators deemed the system 
ineffective, it was overhauled. While her main focus upon becoming 

athletic director was making sure the 
departmental transition happened 
smoothly, she was not without long-term 
goals for the athletes and the teams they 
represent. 

time and time again as alums." its true form. Athletes here participate 
because they love their sports. They don't 
get paid to play. There's no financial aid. 
There's no remuneration but the joy they 
get from playing it." 

A plan arose to fold both systems into 
one, headed by a single athletic director 
- a person who had the experience, 
knowledge, and passion to serve the 
campus community. The choice for this 
position was Kristen Smith. 

Smith's career at K began even before 
she'd completed her graduate work at 
WMU, working as a certified athletic 
trainer at a time when the Hornets were 

"I'd like to increase our level of 
success," she said, speaking of both 
the classroom and the playing field. 
"[It's something] that will enhance the 
experience of our student athletes." 

"Athletics is a vital part of the campus 
community. It [provides] for the student 
body an atmosphere that is fun to be a 
part of." While this is something that 
may be true of all schools with athletic 
departments, she states, it is K College's 
location within Division ill athletics that 
makes our experience unique from other 
schools. 

"Division ill really is athletics in 

When not in her Anderson Athletic 
Center office, Smith is kept busy by her 
two-year-old, an enthusiasm for the 
outdoors, and a love of watching K sports 
teams. "It's not just a career for me," she 
says. "It's a hobby." 

T'Hr srx Fltrs: A Look at the Complexity of Virginity 
By MICAH SMITH 
Staff Writer 

The beginning of a new year often brings on big 
ideas, illusions of grandeur. Many students, especially 
first years, may be under the impression that with college 
comes sex, and with a nice liberal school like 1(, that sex 
will be wild and adventurous. The opportunity to fulfill 
one's every fantasy, such as meeting someone slightly 
older, possibly taller, with a tan complexion, glasses, and 
wavy brown hair, will be just around the comer. And, just 
about anyone who meets the criteria (whatever criteria 
that may be - the previous was just an example) will be 
rip-roarin' and ready to go. 

Not to rain on anyone's parade, but this myth is the 
sad creation of Hollywood movies like Animal House or 
Van Wilder. While many students choose to participate in 
sexual activities, many students choose to remain celibate. 
According to www.soudvision.comlInfo/teans/stat.asp. 
close to 30% of college students are virgins. This choice 
is not always based on strong principles or moral values, 
but often on the availability of what they are looking for 
in a sexual encounter. They may be waiting for the right 
moment. It is important to be aware of, and sensitive to, 
the part of the campus community that is virginal andlor 
celibate. 

It is important not only to respect this decision in 
others, but also to respect this decision in oneself. It is, in 
fact, beneficial in many ways. You don't have to worry about 
STDs like the clap, chlamydia, or herpes. You also don't have 
to worry about making the long trek to the health center to 
pick up your free condoms or get checked for any problems 
that can arise from sexual activity. One should never feel 
shame in his or her virginal state. In fact, J have even been 
commended for waiting - as if it was socially desirable. 

It is also important to be mindful of that part of the 
community that is virginal not by choice, but by matter of 
situation. Perhaps one has never come across the opportunity 
to "get with it." Perhaps they have never been in the state 
of mind which would allow them to participate in a sexual 
encounter smoothly enough to reach a point that they would 
consider to be sex. Those people should not be ostracized for 
being virgins and they should feel no shame. 

Another point to consider IS that some virgins have 
had sexual experience at some point in their lives. What 
determines one's virginity is based solely on how one 
defines sex. It is very narrow to assunle that the only real 
sex is vaginal penetration by pems. This is one form that 
is commonly misconstrued as the only kind of sex. Many 
people also consider anal penetration by penis. Even oral 
penetration by penis can be considered sex. 

While all of these acts constitute sex to someone, 
they are too narrow still, because they limit themselves to 
penetration. Can a female couple have sex? Many say yes. 
When defining sex, some people rely almost exclusively 
on the level of intimacy that they feel while participating. 
Based on a definition this broad, sex could even include 
solitary masturbation, as one is capable of feeling intimate 
with oneself on very high levels. 

Because of all of the possible definitions of what 
constitutes sex, the statistic 1 gave earlier is an impossible 
measurement to use, because it means something different 
to everyone. It is vital to the cohesion of our community 
that people are tolerant, patient, and open-minded about 
sex. Sex is something that should never be expected from 
a partner. It is also something that requires more care and 
attention in how we communicate about it than any subject 
offered here at K. Miscommunicati0n often leads to pain, 
both physical and emotional, and should be avoided at all 
costs. 

In this regard, virgins have it right. If you can't 
handle the tumultuous, burning hot heat of sex and sexual 
communication, it's better to avoid it. Sex is a sticky 
subject and unless you are prepared to get dirty, you should' 
take a step back and get a reality check before making any 
of the very serious decisions regarding sex. 
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Volleyball Snaps Streaks, Senior Laura Winkler Sets Conference Record 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 
Sports Editor 

The Kalamazoo women's volleyball team (8-14, 4-7 MIAA) endured a 
rough weekend at the Augustana Tournament to win their final match against 
Knox College. After losing nine straight games in three matches to start the 
tournament, the Hornets shut out Knox with a 3-0 victory. 

The team followed up that win with a 3-0 triumph over the Alma College 
Scots on Tuesday Sept. 9 to win their second straight. They moved into 
fifth place in the MlAA, with their next match against Hope College this 
Homecoming Week , following the Alumni Game. 

With another month remaining of the season, the team only needs two 
more victories to surpass last year's nine-win season, and seventh place finish 
in the conference. 

In their past four victories, the Hornets have won 12-0 in games, making 
their sparse victories notable. Throughout the season, they have played 14 
matches that ended in lopsided 3-0 scores. 

Last week, senior Laura Winkler earned co-Specialty Player of the 
Week honors with her record-setting performance against Calvin College in 
a close 2-3 loss. In the five games, she set a conference record for digs (48). 
This is the second time Winkler has earned this honor. 

Photo/Ben Rambadt 
Senior Volleyball captain Laura Winkler takes a rare offensive approach, 
proving she is not just a defensive powerhouse. 

Men's, Women's Golf Take 
Final Swings of2007 Season 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 
Sports Editor 

In the last hot weekend of the fall, 
the Kalamazoo golf teams played their 
final tournaments of the season. The 
men's team finished their strongest in 
four years, while the women's squad 
struggled to all play on the same 
page. 
. At the MIAA Jamboree, the 
men's team shot under a 310 for the 
first time while the seniors have been 
on the team. Seniors Levi Harold and 
Seth Gold shot well to close out their 
Kalamazoo careers. 

"The season was disappointing 
as a whole, but we finished off well," 
said Gold, "and it was a good way for 
us to end our careers." 

They finished the Jamboree in a 
tie for fifth, their highest-ranked result 
of the season. 

Gold sees strong reason for the 
team to improve in the upcoming 

seasons with a young team 
maturing. 

"Players like Brooks Tuyn 
and Jordan Fairbanks give a lot of 
promise for the future," said Gold, 
"There's great opportunity to move 
forward with success." 

The women's golf team 
wrapped up their fall season with 
a ninth place finish at the MIAA 
tournament. 

With a young team, while 
much of the team's core players on 
study abroad, the team struggled to 
come together to earn high scores. 

Senior Meagan Gilbert 
recognizes the team's growing 
pains as something that they can 
improve upon. 

"It was a rebuilding year, but 
we have so much potential for 
success within the program," said 
Gilbert. "As long as the team can 
be on their game at the same time, 
it will be a strong team." 

Photo/Sue Bergmans .. 
Members of the Kalamazoo College men's golf tearn take time to relax between swings. The 
tearn finished up its 2007 season last weekend at the MIAA Jamboree, where most players 
were satisfied with their final scores. 
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Football Loses Road Opener, 
Traveling Woes Continue 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 
SportS Editor 

Last Saturday, Oct. 6, the Kalamazoo 
football team (1-3, 0-2 MlAA) lost a close 
game at Tri-State University 17-14 to drop 
their second game in a row. 

With the loss, the Hornets are now winless 
in the MIAA, as they start their season with the 
same overall record as in 2006. 

The Hornets were shut out in the first 
three quarters before cutting the Tri-State 
lead to 10-7 after a 59-yard passing play by 
senior Jordan Tallman to senior Mike Benson. 
Tallman finished with 229 yards passing with 
two touchdowns and two interceptions. His 
TD-INT ratio for the season evened to 9-9. 

takeaways to stay competitive 1D close 
games. 

With 3 :25 left in the game, Tri-State 
completed a touchdown pass on an 86-yard 
drive to bring the lead back up to 10. Benson 
had his second touchdown reception with 
I :20 remaining to bring the game within one 
score. 

The ensuing onside kick conversion 
failed, and Tri-State was able to run out the 
clock to pick up the win. Their closest loss of 
the season, the Hornets have not won a road 
game since early in the 2004 season. Both 
of last season's wins were played at home. 
While playing fairly strong at home the past 
few seasons, they struggle to pick up wins on 
visiting fields. 
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Benson caught his third and fourth 
touchdowns of the season, already doubling 
his season total of TDs from 2006. The team's 

Homecoming against Hope College will 
be played this weekend at I :00. Hope is 2-0 
in their MlAA games, scoring a combined 
102 points. However, the Hornets' home field 
advantage this Saturday may help keep Hope's 
numbers down. 

KALAMAZOO COLLEGE 
nine interceptions thrown fall short of their six 

C' earned interceptions through four games. 
With the meat of the MIAA schedule 

upcoming, the Hornets need to work on 

Go 'l/ornetS.' 
S«.JarM Past the f7y;~ JJtdch.' 

K Soccer Teams in Strong Positions After Weekend Wins 
By JACQYELINE CLARK 
Staff Writer 

Both the men's and 
women's soccer teams overcame 
Saturday's scorching weather 
to secure their number-one 
positions in the MlAA, setting 
up weekend showdowns with 
their main league rivals. 

The men's team beat the 
Tri-State Thunder 2-1, while 
the women shut out the Albion 
Britons 1-0. 

The men's team gained 
an early lead against Tri-State 
when senior Scott MacDonald 
scored in the first twelve 
minutes. Freshman Phillip 
Turner followed with a goal 
less than four minutes later, 
with assists by freshman Dane 
Carey and junior Joe Boss. For 
the next half hour, players from 
both teams fought brutally as 
temperatures soared above 80 
degrees. 

Tri-State scored at the 

beginning of the second half 
off of a penalty kick, but K's 
goalkeeper, senior Stefano 
Crescentini, did not allow them 
another, securing the win. 

Earlier in the week, the 
men's team trampled Adrian 
3-0. MacDonald scored within 
four minutes on an assist by 
junior Justin Evans. Sophomore 
Nick Robell scored a pair of 
goals with assists by junior 
Eric Newcomb and senior Steve 
Hagerman 

The wins on Wednesday and 
Saturday secured K's first-place 
tie with Calvin in the MIAA. 
The men's team has a big week 
ahead of them, with games at 
Hope on Tuesday and against 
league rival Calvin on Saturday. 

The women's soccer team 
also moved into a tie for first 
place in the MIAA with a 1-0 
win over Albion on Saturday. 
Team captain Sarah Arnosky 
scored the game's only goal 

at the end of the first half, off 
of a rebound by senior Mara 
Beverwyk. Goalkeeper Monisha 
Berkowski worked to secure K's 
shut out in the blistering heat. 

The women's team also 
defeated Alma on Tuesday with 
a final score of 4-2. Sophomore 
Katie Manstrom and junior 
Kelly Lepper each scored in the 
first half with assists by Lepper 
and sophomore Paige Howell, 
respectively. 

Alma evened out the score 
with two goals late into the 
first half. Manstrom scored her 
second goal of the game at the 
end of the second half, assisted 
by senior Aliza Caplan, to break 
a 2-2 tie. Arnosky put the game 
away with a goal with four 
seconds left in the game with 
another assist by Caplan. 

The women's next game is 
on Saturday, when they travel to 
Hope to defend their first-place 
position in the MIAA league. 

Seniors Steve Hagerman and Scott MacDonald work together to 

wrestle the ball away from their opponent. 
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Kzoo Celebrates Coming Out Week 
Kaleidescope continues tradition of on-campus support 

See article on page 2 

The Semester Switch: Will it Happen? 
By LISA PHILLIPS 
News Editor 

Most K students are 
familiar with explaming to 
thetc friends why they get out 
of school so late, talk in terms 
of weeks, and take only three 
classes at time. 

However, these frequently
demanded explanations of how 
quarters work may no longer 
be necessary. 

Anew report, published by 
the Distinctiveness Initiative 
Task Force at K, proposes 
a switch from the quarter 
system. 

The Distinctiveness 
Initiative Task Force, 
composed of 17 faculty and 
administrators in the college 
community, was created 
last March, to analyze and 
address issues with the current 

curriculum. 
One of the major 

components of the report would 
be a switch to a new 4-12/4-
12 calendar, composed of two 
4-week blocks coupled with 
two 12-week semesters. 

Under this new plan, 
students would take one class 
for 4 weeks, and then take 3 
classes for the remaining 12-
week semester. 

"One of the main goals of 
the DITF is to integrate better all 
the components of the K plan, 
while simplifying our lives," 
said Professor Paul Sotherland, 
a member of the committee. 

This change would align 
the K schedule with other area 
colleges on the traditional 
semester system. K students 
would go back to school at the 
same time as other colleges, and 

finish the year in mid-May. 
Quarters were originally 

instituted because of the 
former K Plan, which 
included summer classes for 
sophomores and juniors, a 
sophomore internship, and 
a quarter for the senior SIP. 
Some of these components of 
the K Plan were discontinued 
in past years, but the quarter 
system remained. 

The report explained 
several benefits of aligning to 
semesters. 

With this system, 
according to Elizabeth 
Manwell, classics professor 
and DITF member, K students 
would have the same summer 
as most other colleges, opening 
up job opportunities. 

Continued on page 3 
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Opening of Lange Exhibit 
By ALEX MORGAN 
Staff Writer 

Following a short presentation 
and reception, the Victor Lange 
exlubit officially opened at the 
A.M. Todd Rare Book Room last 
Saturday. 

During the summer of 2005, 
Thomas Lange K'71 contacted 
the college and asked if they 
would accept the library of his 
father, Victor Lange, according to 

German Department Chair Jennifer 
Redmann. Redmann and her 
colleague Mike Sosulski took on the 
project with pleasure. 

"Mike and I were immediately 
very excited," said Redmann. "We 
didn't need to be told who Victor 
Lange was, for anyone familiar with 
the field Of German Studies knows 
his work." 

Continued on page 3 

Photo/Komal Chughtai 
One of 10,000 books in Victor Lange exhibit in Rare Book Room. 
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Name: Blayne Milbeck 

Year: Sophomore 

Major: Psychology 

Why did YOII come to K? Because my 
sister came here. 

Whats the best part abollt being a RA? 
The residents. 

And what s the worst part? When you 
have to write the residents up! 

Which animal would you want to be? A 
panda bear 

And which one would you really be? A 
gummy bear 

Who would YOIl have coffee with, dead or 
alive? Cameron from the TV show "So 
You Think You Can Dance." 

Alld what would you talk about? Dancing. 

Fashion Pet Peeve: Socks and sandals, and too 
many layers. 

Advice fa,. campus: Don't drink in the dorms. 

Geekiest attribute: OCD 

Fal'orite horror movie: The Shining 

How would you describe YOllrself? Obnoxious. 

--Alexa Lindsay K'08 
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Coming Out with K -Scope THE INDEX 
By CHUCK MASON 
Staff Writer 

On the ides of National Coming Out 
Week, students filled the Carriage House, 
each listening intently as the stories they 
shared evoked a memory most of them 
know all too well: comillg out. 

National Coming Out Week, 
established by the Human Rights 
Campaign, occurs every October, and is 
marked by mass participation on college 
and university campuses across the 
nation. 

For most of the students who shared 
stories from their past, a group like 
Kaleidoscope would have been a savior 
at this critical moment in their lives. That, 
as leader Aaron Quiiiones K'08 stated, is 
what makes this week so special. 

"It's about increased acceptance and 
awareness about people's sexuality -
and not only that of others - hopefully 
it will help people stop and take a look at 
their own," he said 

The week's activities, designed by the 
members of Kaleidoscope, are meant to 
create a comfortable and safe atmosphere 
for all LGBT students and their allies. 

"I hope," said leader Lisa Brenneman 
{<'08, ''that [people will understand] that 
there's a sense of pride and community 
for all ofus on campus." 

Quad chalking preceded the weekly 
Kaleidoscope meeting Sunday night. 
LGBT-friendly slogans and words 
of encouragement greeted K College 

students traversing the campus 
throughout the week. 

The week concluded in a "literary 
showcase" at Dino's on Sunday. 
Stories and poems were shared, 
covering LGBT issues from historical 
and pop culture perspectives. From a 
poem covering the life of Cole Porter 
to a satire of tabloid headlines, the 
queer-friendly atmosphere provided 
an overwhelming feeling of closeness 
and support that radiated throughout 
the coffee house. 

Dr. Karyn Boatwright, sitting in 
the background on Sunday's event, 
recognized the value of Kaleidoscope 
and their activism and support of this 
nationally recognized week. 

"[They] offer a venue where 
students who are out or are considering 
coming out... can express their true 
selves and receive support from others 
who can empathize with [them]. .. and 
provide support," she said 

Quiiiones shared the meaning 
of Coming Out Week on a personal 
level. 

"Kaleidoscope and Coming Out 
Week were basically the reason I came 
out. Before that, 1 wasn't even close to 
being ready to accept it This week is 
important," he said 

For those seeking support or 
for those looking to provide it to the 
LGBT community, Kaleidoscope 
meets every Wednesday at 6 P.M. 
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Exhibit Opening Brings New Audience to Aged Books 
Continued from page 1 

Victor Lange, one of the most renowned scholars of 
German literature in the United States, was born in Leipzig, 
Germany in 1908. In 1934 he received his doctorate in English 
literature from the University of Leipzig and in 1938 took 
a position at Cornell University. In 1957, Lange moved to 
Princeton University as the founding chair of the Department 
of Germanic Languages and Literatures. Following his 
retirement in 1977, Lange continued to teach at universities 
around the world. 

"Lange was interested in exploring the world, which 
makes it fitting that his library has come to Kalamazoo 
College," said Redmann. 

The almost 10,000 volume library arrived in Kalamazoo 
in the summer of 2006. That summer was spent sifting 
through the collection. Redmann and Sosulski found many 
exciting items including first editions and signed copies of 

books. However, knowing that they could not keep all 10,000 
volumes in the Rare Book Room, they sent some into library 
circulation as new or updated versions, while others found 
a home in personal collections. The remainder was sent to a 
dealer to be sold. 

Items on display include famous works such as Goethe's 
''Faust,'' signed copies of books and an original letter in 
Goethe's handwriting. 

"In spite of serious differences of opinion abouttheBeatles: 
Victor Lange with heartfelt thanks," reads an inscription from 
German author, Gebriele Wohmann. 

Redmann encourages the community to take advantage 
of the exhibit. 

''Books are really a precious thing, and 1 think that in our 
society we are so tuned into the digital age," said Redmann. 

The exhibit is open from now until November 29. The 
Rare Book Room is open Mondays, Thesdays, and Thursdays 
from I PM until 3PM. 
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Students Consider Semester Switch 
Continued from page 1 

"The quarter system makes it really 
hard to get internships and summer 
employment - all the best opportunities 
have been snapped up," she said. 

Athletic schedules for K sports 
would also be easier to coordinate. "Our 
calendar makes us out of sync with most 
other schools - supporting athletics is 
really hard because we play on such a 
different schedule," said Zaide Pixley, 
Dean of First Years and Advising. 

The registration and Study Abroad 
processes would also be simplified, as 
students would have to register only 
twice a year and would find it easier to 
apply study abroad credits to the new 
system. 

However, most students in the 
K community voiced concern over 
switching to quarters. 

"I like the quarter system because 
by the end of 10 weeks, 1 get to try new 
classes, and a variety of classes," said 
Jeanette Lee K' I O. 

Anna Simmons K'10 also spoke in 
favor of the quarters system. 

"There's more flexibility in how 
much time you devote to different 
activities," she said. 

Professor Manwell, who experienced 
the quarter system as a student, echoed 
some of these views. 

"Students like studying a topic 
intensely for 10 weeks. Also, if you hate 
a class, you have only 10 weeks to suffer 
through it." 

Quarters are definitely not a common 
system in colleges in the U.S. According 
to a 2001 study done by the American 
Association of Colleges, only 15% 
of colleges in the U.S. use the quarter 
system, and the number has decreased 
by 9% in the last decade. 

This new plan would make Keven 
more unconventional with its calendar 
system. Colorado College is the only 
other institution that has a 4-12/4-12 
system. 

Faculty members have all received 
a copy of the report and will vote on 
the changes sometime in the spring. 
Although there is absolutely no decision 
made at this point, if faculty do vote 
to switch to 4-12/4-12 semesters, the 
absolute earliest this change could take 
place is 2009, with 2010 as a more likely 
goal, according to Sotherland. 

DITF members advised students 
to keep an open mind throughout this 
process. 

"Find out what's really being 
proposed, get informed and involved in 
the conversation, and try to understand 
why we might've arrived at this 
proposal," said Sotherland. "Look at all 
the costs and all the benefits." 
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Remembering Maggie Wardle 
By ASHLEY LOYD 
Associate Chaplain 

This Thursday marks the eight-year 
anniversary of the death of Maggie Wardle, a 
Kalamazoo College student who was killed 
on campus by her ex-boyfriend, Neenef 
Odah. There will be a memorial service for 
her today, Thursday, Oct. 18, at 4 P.M. around 
the bench that is dedicated to her, located 
between Stetson Chapel and Dewing, just up 
the steps from Red Square. 

When Neenef killed Maggie and 
then himself, many of his friends could not 
believe it. He had mentioned to someone on 
campus that he had felt suicidal and tried to 
purchase a gun to kill himself the summer 
before the murder-suicide. He bought a 
shotgun and, ten days after this conversation, 
killed Maggie and himself. 

When people hear of tragedies like 
this one, they often wonder why the victim 
would be in such a destructive relationship 
in the first place. It is easy to blame women 
in violent situations for remaining in them. 
But that is the thing about dating violence 
- it comes on gradually. Victims dismiss 
abusive tendencies and concentrate on the 
good times. Abusive partners are not often 
abusive from day one, but there is a gradual 
and increasing assertion of control. 

Victims are in the most danger when 
trying to leave an abusive partner because 
that is when their partner's control is the most 
threatened. If you want to leave an abusive 

relationship, it is best to talk to friends and 
counselors about the safest ways to do this. 

The majority of intimate partner 
violence is perpetrated against women by 
men; around the world, at least one in every 
three women has been beaten, coerced into 
sex or otherwise abused during her lifetime 
(www.endabuse.org). Though men are 
victims of intimate partner violence, women 
are more often the recipients of fatal or near 
fatal violence. 

Intimate partner violence is about 
having power and control over another 
person and occurs in all ethnicities, religions, 
sexual orientations, nationalities, and socio
economic classes; there is no specific type 
of abuser or victim. Victims and abusers 
may come from abusive or safe homes, and 
abusers mayor may not be depressed. 

Intimate partner Violence can be 
mental, emotional, psychological, sexual, 
andlor verbal. Dating violence might be 
present if one person in the relationship 
causes the other to question his or her 
actions or personality; tries to control the 
other; monitors the other by screening calls 
and emai1s; often shows up unannounced; 
tells the other what to do, what to wear, or 
how to act; or does not want the other to 
spend time with family and friends. 

If you are in a dating violence 
situation, contact the K Counseling Center 
andlor the Kalamazoo YWCA, www. 
YWCAkalamazoo.org. 

Homecoming 2007 Makes Connections Between Past and Present 
By MARIAH FRYE 
Staff Writer 

As last weekend came to a close, so did Kalamazoo 
College's 2007 Homecoming festivities. 

Over 900 alumni attended this year's campus-wide 
celebration, making it the biggest homecoming turnout in all 
of K College history. 

"We really focused on planning a bunch of fun, engaging 
events for alumni to enjoy all weekend," said Maddie Stap, 
Assistant Director of Alumni Relations. 'That way there 
is always something going on and the alums have plenty of 
options." 

Highlights included a ceremony on Friday night during 
which the Athletic Department inducted Linda Simpson 
(Topolsky), Kory Kramer, Mary Jane Valade and Nicholas 
Duda into the Kalamazoo College Athletic Hall of Fame. For 
the first time this year, K also inducted teams, including the 
1940 and 1949 men's tennis team, 1962 football tearn and 
1969 women's tennis tearn. 

The 5K run also proved a success, attracting over 200 
attendees with a fairly balanced mix of alumni and current 
students. '''There is no doubt that alums love seeing students at 
events like this," Stap said. 

The football team's Saturday home game against Hope 
College, provided students the chance to re-connect with K 
College grads. Although the game ended in a Hornet defeat, 
hundreds of alumni, current students, friends, and family 
members came out to support the orange-and-black at Angell 
Field. 

'''The football game is always a great time for alums and 
students to hang out," said Stap. 

Numerous past and present K fans mingled among the 
dozens of tailgate parties which, in true K College tradition, set 
up camp right on the sidelines. 

Several other athletic teams also incorporated alumni 
games into the homecoming schedule, affording even more 
time for student-alumni bonding. 

"It's so great to see everyone and catch up," said volleyball 

alum Carrie VanderZee K '05. 
After the Saturday morning alumni volleyball match, 

VanderZee joined other former K athletes at the natatorium for 
the annual homecoming alumni swim meet. 

On Thursday night, despite threatening storm clouds, the 
skydiving simulator was put into action on the quad. Attracting 
divers and spectators alike, the 30-foot tall jet tunnel is sure to 
be demanded back on campus. 

'Think Fast," Monday night's interactive game show, 
attracted nearly 200 students to Anderson gym. It provided the 
winning team, led by Ryan Drutchas K'08, with $200 in prize 
money. Student Development is planning similar events for the 
upcoming months. 

Homecoming brings a farnilial warmth to our campus, and 
the great energy makes this time of year extremely special. 

"It is truly amazing to comprehend the generations of 
students who came before you," reflects women's volleyball 
coach Jeanne Hess. "We need to use Homecoming weekend to 
learn from them and connect with them." 



4 FEATURES The Index, October 18, 2007 

Channeling Creativity: All Students and Ideas Welcome at KTV 
By CARMEN WILSON 
Staff Writer 

Whether you have a Media Studies 
concentration or have never touched a video 
camera, the TV studio in the library has 
something for you. 

The studio, which has two cameras, 
a green screen, a teleprompter, and more, 
opened in room 147 of Upjohn Library in 
January 2006. Supervised by Media Studies 
concentration instructor Dhera Strauss, the 
studio is open to any student for use during 
normal library hours. 

Currently, the studio houses many 
classroom projects as well as independent 
student projects. 

Strauss. 
It is very easy to get involved in 

productions. Karah Boodt K'IO attended 
one of the training sessions and is now the 
technical director for Almost Live, a variety 
show that incorporates interviews, musical 
performances, poetry readings, and skits. 

Students can create any kind of set 
they like. In the past, students have used the 
green screen to make video games or used 
still-store images. The studio also provides 
resources for claymation, animation, or 
puppetry. With so many options to choose 
from, the studio fills its large size with several 
pieces of professional equipment such as a 
soundboard and a lighting grid. 

angles and 
perspectives," 
she said. 

As tech-
nical director 
of Almost 
Live, Boodt 
also works 
behind the 

"It's a valuable resource for students who 
want to explore video and media studies," 
said Ben Harpe K'09, founder, writer, and 
director of the Sketch Comedy Troupe. 

"The equipment can be overwhelming, 
which is why I'm here to support you on 
whatever idea you have," said Strauss. 

There are many different roles to be 
filled in the studio. Graphic designer and 
teleprompter controller are just a few options 
open to students. 

scenes, running 
the switcher to 
control which 
of the two 
cameras is 
filming, and 
organizing 
the rest of the 
technical crew. 

''1 love 
the rush of 

Photo/Komal Chughtai 
Ks TV studio offers a variety of opporrunities for students to explore 
their interests in all aspects of broadcasting and video production. 

creativity and excitement I feel when I go in 
there," said Boodt 

time, expressing themselves, building 
camaraderie." 

Training happens at the beginning of 
every quarter, but students are free to stop by 
with an idea or just to look around. Students 
are encouraged to write a proposal as a first 
step. After that, they can sign up for a time to 
use the studio. 

"You can still come in even if you don't 
want to be in front of the camera," she said. 

Strauss felt the studio is a great place to 
let creative juices flow and make friendships 
at the same time. 

Students in the residence halls can watch 
channel 12 KTV for programs filmed in the 
TV studio. For students who live off campus, 
K is on community access television on 
Tuesday nights at 10 P.M. Almost Live airs 
weeknights at II P.M. 

"Whatever creative thing you want 
to do, I'm here to help figure it out," said 

Michelle Myers K' I 0, director of 
Almost Live, loves doing camera work. 

"My favorite time in the studio is 
when there are 10 to 15 students in there," 
said Strauss. ''Everyone is having a good "I'm a bit obsessed with finding new 

From Student 
Commission 

Senior Leads Women Through Artful Exploration 

At Monday night's meeting, members of Student 
Commission concurred that Homecoming 2007 was a 
success. Student Commission is very grateful to all who 
participated with this year's Homecoming festivities. 

In other news, there will be a movie screening Sunday 
at both 3 PM and 7PM in the Recital Hall. Lee Mun Wah's 
Last Chance for Eden will be shown and all students are 
encouraged to come, especially student leaders. The film 
deals with sexism and racism in the workplace. 

Campus Forum is coming up on Tuesday, October 
30'" in the Olmstead room at 6:00 PM. Scheduled guests 
include President Wtlson-Oyelaran, Tim Young and Dean 
Westfall. Anyone with suggestions for topics or guests 
should email David Hyman (k04dh02). 

Lastly, Student Commission would like to remind all 
student organizations that all contact information, InISSlOn 
statements, and meeting information needs to be emailed 
to Keyontay Humphries (k04kh04) as soon as possible. 
Without this infonnation, student organization could lose 
office space, meeting locations, and web page access. 

- Mae Newnum K'lJ 

By ROBYN MCBRIDE 
Staff Writer 

For the past two Thursdays, a group of women joined 
together in a workshop to talk about female body image. 
However, these women were doing more than just talking 
-they are also drawing. As part of her artIpsychology 
SIP, Erika Pappas K'08 plans to exhibit these drawings in 
conjunction with her own. 

Her art will reflect the work of the participants in order 
to allow the viewers of her exhibition to really step inside the 
mind of a woman and see the various emotions and thoughts 
running through her head about body image. Pappas found 
inspiration for her SIP in her own life. 

"I have been struggling with my own body image and 
in talking to other women found a common bond over the 
issue," she said. "I originally thought to display my own 
work portraying how I felt about the pressures and pains of 
trying to fit into this ideal image, but realized it would be 
more powerful and beneficial for other women if various 
women displayed their art with mine." 

As for discussion topics, Pappas gave the group an idea 
of what to talk about and let the conversation flow from 
there. Last Thursday the group started with the makeup, 
which led to discussions about many other controversial 
issues, including plastic surgery and pornography. 

Since the conversation was not fixed, the participants 
spoke about anything they had concerns about, which Pappas 
hopes will be a source of comfort for the women involved. 

"1 know body image can be a difficult issue to discuss 
and I am extremely proud of the women for just coming to 
the workshop and showing it is a concern they are aware of 
and want to talk about with other women," she said. 

Overall, the women provided positive feedback. 
"'Body Image' workshops have always intrigued me 

and I look at them sort of as confidence boosters," said 
Georgia Knapp K' 10. "It's a great place where you feel safe 
to open up and talk about issues that maybe you wouldn't 
discuss in normal everyday chit-chat." 

Katie Gifford K'08 also enjoyed the therapeutic aspect 
of the workshop. 

"1 like the workshop because it becomes a safe place 
to discuss topics which aren't discussed easily," she said. "I 
also like that we get to do artwork at the same time because 
then everything is more casual and it's easier to open up 
about struggles, even if you don't really know everyone 
present." 

If you would like to participate in the remaining 
workshops, the group meets for the next four Thursdays in 
Olds-Upton 409 at 7:00 P.M. Contact Erika Pappas by email, 
k04epO I, for more information. 
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Comfort Food: Local Food Brings Fresh Concept to K Community 
By TONI SKALICAN 
Staff Writer 

over two or three days old, and vegetables are fresh 
out of the ground -less than 24 hours old." 

Across the lot, John Van Buren has been selling 
at the farmer's market since 1972. As I pass by, he 
routinely recites his produce. "Trying to make it a 
day," he said, noticing my interest in his plums. "I 

The Market 

As I stroll through the market on a brisk Tuesday 
morning, customers and vendors chat, welcoming 
handwritten labels display "fresh" and "local" before 
every produce name, and the atmosphere bursts with 
personality. 

No, this is not a trip to Meijers on West Main, this 
is the Kalamazoo Farmers' Market on Bank street, 
full of cheerful people and great food for the past 60 
years. 

Douglas Deleo, a farmer from Bangor, has 
been selling his farm's produce at the Kalamazoo 
Farmers' Market for 36 years. His wife is part of 
the third generation of her family to sell produce in 
Kalamazoo. 

" ... [T]his is the only way we can do it - by 
eliminating the middle-man. At corporate farms, no 
one cares. They just want to get the job done. But 
you're not going to find this at a supermarket," said 
Deleo, pointing to ripe Cortland apples, colorful 
autumn squash, and enormous sugar beets. 

Kim Kavanaugh, the chef and owner of the 
local Italian restaurant, Cosmos Cucina, has come 
to Deleo for her 
produce for the past 
12 years. Receiving 
praise from customers 
for her delicious local
food dishes, she gets 
up early Tuesday 
mornings to have 
her first choice at 
the market. About 80 
percent of the produce 
she uses comes 
from the Kalamazoo 
Farmers'Market. 

"It tastes better, 
it's better for the 
economy, and it makes 

. my job easier," said 
Kavanaugh. 

Kalamazoo Fanners' Market 
1200 Bank Street 

Tues, Thurs, Sat 7 AM.·2P.M. 

The Eaters' Guild: 
(269) 427-00.3 

eatetsguild@i2k.com 

Cosmos Cucina: 
808 W Vine Street 

Kalamazoo, M149008 
(269) 344-5666 

www.cosmoscucina.com 

For more information about local fOod events in 
Kalamazoo, visit www.fairfoodmatters.org. 

raise fresh fruit and vegetables all 
the time." 

Unable to walk away empty
handed, I reach for $2.50 from my 
pocket. When I look up, I am met 
with a bag of five ripe plums and 
a smile. 

Local Influences Abroad 

Kara Purcell K'08 cites 
her study abroad experience in 
Thailand as the source that really 
got her thinking about the benefits 
of eating locally. 

"In Thailand they taught us . 
how important is it to support local 
food," said Purcell. "I lived with 
Thai farmers for a week who were 
in a specific co=unity that had 
recently begun the switch from According to Fair Food Matters, a Kalamazoo 

food-awareness organization, food travels an average 
of 1500 miles before it reaches our plates. Food grows 
for durability, and as it travels, vitamins and nutrients 
break down and disappear. 

In addition to 
local food being 
more nutritious, Fair 
Food Matters states in their brochure that "Buying 
locally grown food reduces the amount of fossil fuels 
used in transportation, and strengthens our local 
economies by keeping our money circulating within 

mono-cropping (the utilization 
of one farm to grow one food non-organically in 
enormous quantities) to growing a variety of organic 
foods to support the entire co=unity." 

"Here, there is no issue of food safety," said Deleo. 
"None of this food has been refrigerated .. . Nothing is our co=unity." Continued on page 6 

T'H£ srx Fllrs: "A" is for Ally - But Does It Really Belong? 
By MICAH SMITH 
Staff Writer 

Man - ''Hey! I want to help fight for 
women's rights!" 
Woman - "Too bad, schmuck." 
Man - "Ouch. Why you gotta to be such a 
femi-Nazi?" 

There has been a significant amount 
of controversy surrounding the legitimacy 
of male involvement in the fight for sexual 
equality in the feminist movement. Some 
believe that a fight for equality cannot, 
necessarily, segregate two groups of 
people. By doing so, those separate groups 
naturally assume different standards, 
expectations, and norms. It was decided 
during the civil rights movement that 
separate could not be equal. 

So how could this breaching of 
communities (male and female - for the 

sake of the coming analogy, let us assume 
that we are dealing in a two-gender, polar 
world) result in a more productive method of 
improving the interactions and relationships 
between men and women? 

Some would say it is impossible to have 
a successful feminist movement without 
men supporting and understanding the issues 
behind women's rights and the current forms 
of sexism most prevalent today. Others 
would disagree, believing that the only way 
to achieve equality is by obtaining complete 
independence from the social patriarchy 
that is our current state. On either side is the 
issue of whether men, the protagonists of the 
situation, should be players in the movement. 

In a similar yet independent issue is the 
controversy over whether A (for ally) should 
be included in the acronym LGBTQI2SA 
(lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transsexual! 
transvestite, queer/questioning, intersex, two-

spirit/two-soul, ally). 
One argument against the inclusion of 

ally as part of the acronym representing a 
community of people who are commonly 
discriminated against is just that; the ally 
cannot be included in the shared experience 
of the LGBT community. Allies cannot 
experience discrimination through anything 
less than one degree of separation. Are they 
still affected by it? Absolutely, but the simple 
fact that it is not the same experience makes it 
impossible for them to sympathize. 

To some members of the LGBT 
community, the ally's inclusion in the 
acronym minimizes and undermines the 
principle behind having such an acronym. 
The purpose of such an acronym is to bring 
together groups of people with shared identity, 
shared separation from the privileged. It is not 
to bring groups of people with shared identity 
together ... and their mends who can't possibly 

know in the same way what it means to 
belong to such a group. 

Another argument, one with a 
simpler and less principled logic, is that 
the addition of ally is just one more letter 
to the alphabet soup that is the acronym. I 
am guessing that most people reading this 
article have not heard about the I2SA and 
possibly not even the Q. I am also guessing 
that the majority of this articles' readership 
will not remember the I2SA after putting 
this article down. The addition of the ally 
makes it redundant. 

From the other side, some believe that 
the inclusion of ally is necessary because 
to leave it off is to exclude them from the 
movement itself. 

uNo group in the world stands as an 
island without other human connections 
who support them and empathize \vith their 
cause," saId Tova Berg K' 11. 
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COUNSELING CO~NE~ Experiencing the Farmers' Market 
By DR. PAT PONTO 
Director of Counseling 

The 20-mmute rule evolved from my 
need to clean my basement. After setting 

, aside many weekends to accomplish 
the goal and not getting much done, 1 
realized I would be lucky if I did twenty 
minutes worth of basement cleaning at a 
time. The 20-minute rule was born - and 
I've found It to be useful with many jobs 
that I don't enjoy. 

The rule states simply that you just 
have to work at the unwanted job for 
20 minutes and then, if you've planned 
ahead and don't have to complete the job 
immediately, you're finished for the day. 
Please note: the earlier in the day that you 
do your 20 minutes. the more free you 

I feel for the rest ofthe day. If it's a job that 
needs to be accomplished soon, you can 
take a 20-minute break after 20 minutes 
of work and then repeat the cycle. So, 
you work hard for 20 minutes and then 
do something you enjoy for 20 minutes (I 
like to read a chapter in a novel) and then 
return to hard work for 20 minutes, etc. 

I've found the 20-minute rule is often 
helpful when students are blocked on a 
project - especially big papers. It's much 
easier to commit to 20 minutes worth of 

work than to finishing the project. It has 
also been helpful to students who feel 
overwhelmed by the amount of reading 
they have to do, the number of math or 
physics problems they have to solve, 
or by those who would like to start an 
exercise program - just start with 20 
minutes. 

What does the 20-minute rule have 
to do with stress? Well, instead offeeling 
stressed about my messy basement every 
time I went downstairs- I'd say, it's okay, 
I did my 20 minutes today. When students 
are working on a big paper, I urge them 
to say the same thing - "I don't have to 
worry, I've done my 20 minutes today." 
If they are in a more urgent situation, 
they can say, "in these 20 minutes, I'll 
accomplish this much and then I get to 
take a break" - and the breaks provide 
some stress relief. In addition, after a 
couple of cycles, many students get into 
the work enough that they can continue 
beyond the 20 minutes. 

We all know that big jobs are much 
less stressful if we plan ahead enough 
to divide them into smaller units. I'm 
hoping this rule might help you do that 
- and de-stress because you know you're 
just working for 20 minutes right now. 

Continued from page 5 

She also explained an experience 
where she and fellow students were put 
to the test of killing, processing, and 
eating a pig all in one day. 

"I think there is a spiritual 
connection to your food and where 
it's coming from," said Purcell . "I feel 
disconnected from grocery stores." 

Disgusted with big corporation 
grocers , Purcell joined the Eaters ' Guild, 
a program organized by Kalamazoo's 
Community Supported Agriculture 
(CSA). 

CSA brings food from local farmers 
in southwestern Michigan to drop
off points , where the food can then be 
picked up by participating Kalamazoo 
residents. 

"For 20 weeks of produce for four 
people, the cost is $3 per week per 
person. And it's a lot of produce," said 
Purcell. 

The pick-up location, downtown on 
W. Main Street, is easily within walking 
distance from campus. 

K Students React 

Ali McCubbrey K'08 , President 
of Farms to K, leads the campus in the 

fight for local foods . 
"There's a richness in local food 

that 'gets lost when we try to mainstream 
everything," she said. 

Professor Amelia Katanski's first
year seminar called "Commitments" 
sparked McCubbrey's interest in local 
foods . This year the seminar is working 
on a local foods catering menu for 
Sodexho to supply to catered events. 

Farms to K also plans to organize 
cooking classes. 

"We know there are cooks in the 
cafeteria interested in helping out," 
McCubbrey said. "And obviously, a 
majority of our ingredients would come 
from the farmers market." 

The Local Foods Message 

Back in my dorm, studying, I begin 
to crave a late-night snack. Instead of 
making the trek through the chilly night 
air to the Quad Stop, I reach for one of 
Me. Van Buren 's plums. 

Remembering the kind face of the 
man who picked it brings new light to 
the phrase "comfort food." 

I remembered Purcell's words, 
"I think that as students we have a 
responsibility to make it easier, and we 
have the ability to make changes." 

Chapel Chat: Examining Religion with Student Chaplain 
By ILANA KRESCH 

Student Chaplain 

In Quito, Ecuador last summer my hosts were a 
traditional older couple. We started talking about religion 
after a meal one evening and the discussion got heated. "That 
is why you should never talk about religion or politics," one 
of them said. Odd, I thought, that people who avoid talking 
religion to keep the waters smooth, often stir up turbulence 
with their ignorance. When I told my dad about the mealtime 
confrontation over the phone he said, "llana, if people don't 
talk about religion, nothing will ever get any better." I agree. 

At last week's Interfaith Panel, six of my peers and I 
spoke about our faiths and how they impact our lives. We 
spoke about religious and racial prejudices, our doubts, what 
we felt defined our faiths and more. I felt empowered by that 
discussion, especially since around a hundred people showed 
up to listen. 

Some of the other tudent panelists, such as Ezra Kaplan 
K' 10, Tabitha Nichols K' 1 0, Katie Waldeck K'08 and Caitlin 
Rider K' IO voiced their discomfort with people making 
blanket assumptions about them based on their religion. 

Just as Ezra is uncomfortable with people assuming that he, 
being Jewish, is supportive of all the political decisions the 
state ofisrael makes, Tabitha, Katie and Caitlin bristle when 
people assume that just because they are Christian, they are 
fundamentalists, and don't like to have fun. At one point, 
Mary Ellen Ashcroft, our K CoUege chaplain, brought up the 
point about how fundamentalist Christians, Muslims, Jews, 
etc., are likely to have more in common with one another than 
they are with the majority of their religious movements. 

Sakhi Vyas K'08 spoke of different strands of her Hindu 
faith and how she is still learning; Dan Mitler K' 1 0 shared 
something of his Buddhist practice and how he'd learned 
to integrate his life as a college student into his meditation. 
Muslim student Dahlia Yehia K' ll spoke about people's 
stereotypes about Muslim women and about her struggles 
in celebrating Ramadan, a month-long dawn to dusk fast. 
Dahlia fasts during the month in solidarity with those who 
cannot have three meals a day - I, for one, had no idea 
of the reasoning behind her not eating. Walking back from 
the panel, a friend told me that she wanted to fast during 
Ramadan next year, in solidarity with those less fortunate 

and in solidarity with Muslims. I was amazed that the 
Interfaith Panel, lasting less than an hour, could inspire that 
kind of change. 

Religion professor Dr. Waldemar Schmeichel once 
told me that in studying religion he has realized that no one 
tradition is rich enough to captivate aU that religion can offer. 
If we don't wonder, question, and listen, we'll never discover 
and begin to understand the intricacy and beauty of the other. 
Not only to enrich our lives, but also to being sensitivity: we 
should all know when the Ramadan fast is being held; we 
should know that the Jewish high holy days often fall during 
orientation and LandSea. 

Real listening, seeking to understand, asking questions: 
when this happens as it did at the Interfaith Panel the other 
night, people move from feeling isolated and misunderstood 
to feeling validated and empowered. 1 challenge you to ask 
a question of someone who is different from you today and 
to really listen to the response you get. Kalamazoo may be 
a small college, but we can be enriched by people around us 
who have unique tories to tell. Talk to others and hear them. 
Be heard. You might be surprised about what you learn. 
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By ROBYN MCBRIDE 
Staff Writer 

At first glance, one might think that 
Rob Atwood, K'07 is a "super-senior." 
The embroidered hornet with the words 
"Kalamazoo Football" in the comer of his 
polo shirt is deceptive. Atwood is not wearing 
these polos as a reminder of his past position 
on the team, he wears them because he is 
Defensive Secondary Coach for the Hornet's 
2007 season. 

Atwood, who double
majored in psychology and 
economics, has always had a 
passion for football. Atwood 
recorded 122 career tackles 
with four tackles for loss, one 
interception and one sack. 
As a junior Atwood had a 
career-best 78 tackles. He 
also received the Marigene 
Arnold Unsung Hero Award 
in 2006. 

"Football is in my blood, it somewhat 
defines me," said Atwood. "No matter what 1 
do, I'd like to remain close to my passions." 

Still, acceptingKalamazoo'scoachingjob 
was a difficult decision for Atwood. He felt a 
little apprehensive about the possibility of his 
former teammates not taking him seriously. 
Once the season started, this changed. 

"I've found that the players we have at K 
are all high-class characters. When they step 
into my office or onto the field, it's time for 

business," Atwood said. ''In 
fact, I think they take me 
more seriously than having 
another young coach come 
in, because they realize that 
I know what they're capable 
of; and I've been where 
they are. I have played 
with most of these athletes 
and I demand a lot of them 
because I understand their 
potential." 

Atwood still knows 
how to have a good time as 
a leader too. 

An unexpected injury 
two games into his senior 
season upset any expectation 
of excelling further. However, 
during the six games he was 
sidelined, Atwood served as 
an unnofficial coach for the 

Phoro/www.kzoo.edu/spoftS "We do have our share 
of fun ... for instance, my free 
safety keeps asking me to 
run a blitz he has designed ... 

Rob Atwood 
K'07 

free" safety and defensive back players. 
"lbis surprise opportunity revealed to 

me my love for coaching," he said. "Although 
I would have preferred to have been playing, 
coaching was something that came naturally 
and I decided to pursue it this season." 

Atwood did not have to look far for a 
coaching opportunity. When the Defensive 
Secondary Coach slot for the 2007 season 
opened up, Terrance Brooks, Head Coach, 
offered him the position. 

"1 am very honored that both he and 
the secondary coach from last year believed 
that I would be a good candidate for the job," 
Atwood said 

However, remaining at K wasn't always 
the plan for Atwood. He wanted to do Teach 
for America, but didn't make it past the second 
round of interviews. Had he been accepted 
into the program, Atwood had planned to 
coach at the high school leveL 

which will never happen," he said. 
Unfortunately, Atwood may not remain 

in the "K nest" for much longer. After this 
year, he hopes to travel to either the Chicago 
or Boston areas to pursue a graduate degree in 
psychology. In addition to coaching, Atwood 
shadows an equine therapist. 

"'Ibis type of psychology is very 
interesting to me, and I'd like to pursue a 
future in this type of interactive therapy," he 
said. 

Looking back as a graduate, Atwood 
offered advice to those students facing 
the anxiety of post K life: ''Don't feel too 
pressured to jump into graduate studies right 
out of schooL I beat myself up for awhile 
wondering 'Am I doing the right thing?' In 
my opinion, one should first discover where 
his passions lie and do a little self-discovery 
before committing a good portion of his 20s 
to a careel he might end up not liking." 

7~ 

SKWIRRELS By JAMES SPICA 

, ., 

.... 
" .. 

(I. i' 

"ACORNSAR N01HTNGBUTCAR8S, PAuLA NOTHINGSUrCARBS 

TED'S BRIEFS By TED MAGDZINSKI 
Sports Editor 

Cross-Country Races Hard Through Injuries 

Hampered by injuries, the K cross-country teams competed last Saturday, Oct. 
J 3 at the Calvin Pre-Regional Invitational. The teams as a whole struggled in the 
rankings, but several individual 6k times reflected 5k bests for the season. 

On the women's side, the Hornets finished eighth out of a 10-team field 
comprised of various MIAA and regional opponents. Senior MelJssa Moore 
recorded the top time, clocking in at 24: J 7 in a 53,d place finish. 

The men's team came in last place out of 13 teams, while Calvin won both 
events. Senior Eric Wohlford came in 77"' place with a time of27: 13. The teams have 
their final race of the season next Saturday, Oct. 27 at the MlAA Championships 
at AlblOn. 

Men s Soccer Loses Grollnd in MIAA 

With an opportunity to pull into a tie for first place, the men's soccer team 
(8-5,5-3 MlAA) failed to come close in a 3-0 shutout against Calvin College. The > 

Oct. \3 match against the Knights pitted the league-leaders against the struggling 
Hornets. 

While only allowing two league goals on the season, Calvin had little trouble 
dispatching Kalamazoo. They now hold sole possession of the MIAA, while 
Kalamazoo drops into a three-way tie for second. The Hornets will host Alma 
College this Saturday Oct. 20 to try to improve their MlAA placement. 
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Hope Hammers Hornets at 
Homecoming 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 
SportS Editor 

The Hope College Flying Dutchmen 
again overwhelmed Kalamazoo College 
(1-4,0-3 MlAA) on the gridiron. The Oct. 
13 weekend meant for the alumni turned 
ugly rather quickly. The former K grads got 
more than they bargained for as Hope shut 
out the Hornet offense, holding them to 132 
total yards, with -7 yards on the ground. 

Their worst loss of the season, a 57-7 
beating marks the third straight loss for the 
Hornets, all three to MlAA opponents. In 
the past three games, Kalamazoo has been 
outscored 119-28. 

Anattendanceof2,350saw Kalamazoo 
go scoreless until a third quarter blocked 
punt recovered by senior Mike Benson 
gave the Hornets their only touchdown of 
the game. 

While the home team held close after 
the first quarter with a 7-0 deficit, the 

Dutchmen exploded with 21 points in the 
second quarter and 23 points in the third 
quarter. Meanwhile, Kalamazoo's offense 
helped to sink its own ship with three 
second-half interceptions. 

With 10 punts for 359 yards, the 
Hornets' special teams outpaced the 
offense, which never quite got going. 
Senior quarterback Jordan Tallman 
finished with 110 yards on 14-38 passing 
with two interceptions. The running game 
fared even worse, as 20 carries netted 
Kalamazoo -7 yards. 

With their second away game of 
the season this Saturday at Wisconsin 
Lutheran, their recent Homecoming game 
will be one the team would like to forget 
going into this weekend. Hopefully the 
offense can turn it around to put some 
points on the board, or a 1-5 start would 
put them on a worse pace than last season's 
2-7 record. 

Photo/Komal '-'llu!;'"al 

Sophomore Defensive Lineman Adam Manix takes on two Flying Dutchmen 
during Saturday's Homecoming game. 
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Women's Soccer Remains 
Strong with Weekend Tie 
By JESSICA R. MAAS 
Staff Writer 

The women's soccer team (8-3-2, 
3-1-1 MlAA) traveled to Hope on 
Saturday looking to move into second 
place in the MIAA with a win, but 
returned with a 2-2 tie. 

Neither team managed to score in 
the first half despite many attempts, 
particularly by Hope, who out shot K 
35-14 for the game. 

The Dutch were the first to break 
the lull in the second half when a goal 
slipped by senior goalkeeper Monisha 
Berkowski 18 minutes in. 

The scoreboard changed again four 
minutes later when junior Kelly Lepper 
put one in off an assist by sophomore 
Jaime Franks. 

K looked to secure the win when 
sophomore Katie Manstrom assisted 
a sophomore Paige Howell goal with 
only six minutes remaining in the game. 
Hope managed to dash those thoughts, 
though, when they scored less than three 

Homecoming Doesn ~ Help 
Volleyball 

The MlAA-powerhouse 
Hope College swept the women's 
volleyball team (8-15, 4-8 MlAA) 
in three games last Homecoming 
weekend. The loss snaps the Hornets' 
two-match win streak, and leaves 
the team hungry for a win against 
conference peer St. Mary's College 
this Saturday, Oct 20. 

Senior Bridgett Blough led the 
Hornets with six kills, and senior 
Laura Winkler added 22 digs. 

The tri-match this weekend 
hosted by Kalamazoo will also host 
Defiance College, an Ohio liberal
arts college. The match begins at 11 
AM. 

minutes later. 
Two scoreless overtime periods later 

the game ended on a tie, and K returned 
home unsatisfied 

"It was a little disappointing that 
we came out with just a tie because with 
a win we would've knocked Hope out 
[of the running for first place]," said 
sophomore defender Anja Burk. 

The Hornets are currently tied for 
third place in the MIAA with Albion 
(9-2-2,3-1·1 MIAA), only a half game 
behind Hope (8-6-1-, 4-1-1 MIAA). 
Calvin (10-3-1, 5-0) is in first place. 

K has an opportunity to rough up 
the standings this week when, after 
going to sixth-place Adrian on Tuesday, 
they face the Calvin Knights at home on 
Saturday. 

With only three more games left in 
the season, K needs only one more win 
to finish with a stronger league record 
than their fifth-place finish last season. 
The last time the Hornets won the MlAA 
was in 1999. 

For more of 

TED'S BRIEFS 
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Sophomore Sarah Thomasma defends at the 

see page 7. 
net as sophomore Kim Marble provides back
up during match against Hope College. 
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Teach for 
America strives 
to close the gap 
K alumni make an im
pact on educational eq
uity by working to ensure 
academic success in low 
income areas across the 

PhOtO/JeSSIe Wagner United States 
Jessie Wagner K'04 and Kevin, one of her students, 

celebrate his high school graduation and full-ride 

scholarship to LaSalle Unive!S1ty. See article on page 3 

Sweat It Out with a K Alum 
Carrie s Fitness Studio opens in downtown Kalamazoo as 
a center for total wellness 
By MARIAH FRYE 

Staff Writer 

I took the elevator to 
Carrie Brankeiwicz's K 
'04 new fitness studio in 
downtown Kalamazoo when 
it hit me: I totally should 
have taken the stairs. 

Compared to what it 
looked like when she got the 
studio-a dank room with 
ugly wallpaper and nasty 
flooring-Carrie's Fitness 
Studio is a masterpiece. 

The studio had an open, 
natural feel and the mirror
paneled walls expanded 
the warm hardwood floor. 
1 walked in to find Carrie 
perched upon a big exercise 
ball, greeting me with a 

warm smile and impeccable 
posture. 

"Grab a ball," instructed 
Carne. Not sure if we were 
gomg to sit on them and talk 
or start the interview off with 
a quick abdominal work-out, I 
rolled a ball over to join her. 

After having Carrie as 
a volleyball coach and a 
personal trainer, an invitation 
to kick things off with a set 
of crunches would not have 
surprised me. Fortunately. she 
told me to have a seat. 

'Tve known for the pas~ 
couple of years that 1 wanted 
my own fitness center," she 
said "I was happy at K and 
in peoples' homes, but I really 
wanted a place of my own." 

Though the technicalIties 
of openmg her own business 
were not always pleasant, 
the end result made it all 
worthwhile. 

"The most enjoyable part 
has been watchmg this place 
take shape," says Carrie. "I 
get goose bumps walk 109 in 
sometimes because there is 
just so much potential." 

Though extremely 
passionate about her new 
venture, Carrie's dream to 
open her own fitness studio 
was by no means Plan A. 

Originally planning to 
pursue microbiology after 
graduation, Carrie decided 

Continued on page 2 
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K Implements New Initiation Policy 
By]ILLIAN MCLAUGHLIN 

Features Editor 

Mock erections, R. Kelly 
serenades and policing the dessert 
line in the cafeteria endure as 
initiation traditions for K sports 
teams. However, many of these 
initiation experiences ended as 
Athletic Director Kristen Smith 
introduced K's new initiation policy 
within the last few weeks. 

Leaving few loopholes for 
Kalamazoo's sports teams, the new 
policy reads: 

"Hazing is defined as any 
action taken or situation created 
(the willingness of an individual to 
participate notwithstanding) upon 
which initiation, admission into, or 
affiliation with an organization is 
directly or indirectly conditioned 
and which produces mental or 
physical discomfort, embarrassment, 
harassment, or ridicule." 

The definition is followed 
by a litany of activities mcluding 

"infliction of excessive fatigue; 
exposure to the elements; forced 
consumption of any substance" 
but also "quests, treasure hunts, 
scavenger hunts, road trips." 

Some initiations that occurred a 
few weeks ago would be prohibited 
under the new policy today. 

While the new policy angered 
some athletes because of its 
encompassmg scope, the former 
policy was ten years old. Much 
of the language used in the new 

.document has been in place at other 
universities and colleges for years. 

"A lot oflanguage was changed 
to fit national standards. The 
definition of hazing and initiations 
is standard across the country," said 
Smith. 

The policy limits potentially 
humiliating or dangerous activities, 
but some athletes feel its range 
extends too far. Most players would 

Continued on page 4 
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Name: Meryl Stout 

Year: Senior 

Major Anthropology & Sociology 

How did you decide on your major'll ended 
up taking a bunch of different classes and 
those were the ones I liked the besl 

Why did )'01/ decide to come to K? Because 
I didn't look at colleges until it was really 
late in the season, and it was close to my 
hometown (plainwell) and I thought I could 
play basketball here. 

Life plaru oller K: Obtam a doberman and a 
cardigan in every color. 

If you were to hat'e coffee with anyolle dead 
or alive who would it be? Will Ferrell 

And what would you talk about? We would 
discuss the fact that we are going to get 
married so I can have the name Meryl 

Ferrell, along with discussing "Fred's Slacks." 

Advicefor campus: If your heart ijn't in what you are 
doing, then don't do it anymore, 

IIyou were all animal which one would you want to 
be? My stuffed eat Mystercat 

And which one would you REALLY be? Rhinoceros 

How would you describe yourself Overzealous, 
strange, and silly. 

-Alexa Lindsay K'08 
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Memorial Honors Campus Tragedy THE INDEX 
By ASHLEY LOYD 
Associate Chaplain 

This past Thursday was Maggie 
Wardle's memorial service. Maggie's 
mother, stepfather and grandmother 
attended the memorial, along with a 
handful of students, faculty and staff. 
Martha Omilian, Maggie's mother, said 
that "one of your biggest fears as a parent 
is that someone will forget your child " 

In order to prevent this from 
happening, Maggie's family set up a 
webpage about her to help us remember 
and learn from her. It is filled with quotes 
from family and friends, as well as quotes 
from some of her writing while she was a 
student here at K 

One classmate said, "Maggie had 
this way of making whoever she was 
talking to feel like you two were best 
friends, like she knew about everything in 
your life and she wanted to be the one to 
fix whatever the problem was." Another 
friend said, "Maggie was everything I 
hope to become." 

Maggie once wrote, "I am no longer 
content to live a private life and concern 
myself only with affairs that I perceive to 
affect me .. , The things I do in my public 
life can make a difference. I see myself 
raising a family eventually, and 1 do not 
wish to pass onto them a world which 1 
have made no attempt to better." 

On the website, Maggie's family 
asks this question: "Must everyone 
be personally touched or emotionally 

devastated by violence before we do 
something about it as a society?" My 
answer to this question is yes. We 
should be personally touched even 
when we do not individually know 
those who have suffered violence. 

It is not that we should feel 
individual responsibility for what 
happened to Maggie, but that 
we should be compelled to take 
responsibility to be compassionate 
about dating violence. 

Remembering Maggie means 
recognizing the significance of her 
death; she is a tangible example of 
how violence against women is real 
and happens under our noses - where 
we live, work and study. 

In her book New Versioru of 
Victims, Sharon Lamb compiled 
a series of essays on the power of 
language and the inappropriateness 
of the terms ''victim'' and "survivor." 
How can we empower women by 
labeling them ''victims,'' a term which 
inherently connotes powerlessness? 
We need to see these women not 
as "victims," but as our friends, our 
mothers, our sisters, ourselves. 

For more information on how to 
become more politically active, contact 
K's chapter of POWER, power-I@ 
kzoo.edu. Learn more about Maggie 
Wardle at www.homesteadcoml 
octagonoctagon/rememberingInaggie. 
html. 
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Exercising Total Wellness with Brankewicz 
Continued from page 1 

to try a career in high school bIOlogy education. 
Needing a way to pay the bills, she found herself 

instructing physical education courses at K, giving 
personal training .to people in their homes, and 
assisting Jeanne Hess in coaching the volleyball 
team. 

"It was a side job at first," she claims, "but I had 
passed all these certification exams at Western, and 
after instructing for a while 1 just fell in love with 
it." 

Carrie is an ACE-certified personal and group 
instruction, a Polestar-trained Pilates instructor, and 
a certified massage therapist. 

Though her knowledge of nutrition and fitness 
exceeds that of most her age, the personal consideration 

Carrie gives her clients truly sets her apart. 
"They can come in and not feel judged about their 

looks, clothes, shape, or anything else," she said of her 
clients. "We work together to create body awareness, 
and give their bodies the attention they need." 

But Carrie doesn't stop at physical fitness. "My 
goal is to create an overall wellness studio," she says. 
"1 want this to be a place to help people feel well 
and whole. There aren't many places like that in the 
Midwest, let alone in Kalamazoo." 

Carrie's advice on pursuing a career in fitness? 
"Know your body. Listen to it. Know how it responds 
to exercise, conditioning and food before you give 
advice." 

Visit Carrie's Fitness Studio on the web at www. 
carriesfitnessstudio.com, or check it out in real life at 
157 S. Kalamazoo Mall, Suite 305. 
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One Student Examines Educational Inequity with Teach for America 
By JILLIAN MCLAUGHLIN 
Features Editor 

Whether or not K students become Teach For America 
corps members, inequities in education affect all of us. Walking 
in to my alma mater, Grosse Pointe South High School, one 
sees marble on the walls and intricate molding on the high 
ceilings. Journalism awards glaze the walls and choir and 
athletic trophies encased in tall glass displays serve to awe 
visitors and instill pride in the students. There is a "Hall of 
Fame" featuring a large portrait of every All-State athlete from 
our school. My picture is up there. If I had a bad day or did 
poorly on a test, I walked by that hall and remembered my 
previous success. At my school, we are reminded constantly of 
our accomplishments. 

We had almost more Advanced Placement classes and 
honors classes than regular classes. Our graduation rate was 
nearly 100% and the rate of students going on to college was 
above 90%. 

A few miles away are schools that are part of the Detroit 
Public School District. Unlike Grosse Pointe, the schools in 
Detroit receive minimal funding because of the declining tax 

base. Buildings are in disrepair. Each year a slew of articles 
appear after the high-stakes testing season showing Detroit to 
be behind the rest of the state again and again. Would the scores 
be different if they had our funding? Our facilities? 

Detroit's tried many things: charter schools, corporate 
sponsorship, new curriculwns. The untried solution is more 
money, lots more. TFA shows the problem is not in some 
students' abilities to learn. Each corps member can name a 
student who defied expectations. 

~1l.Kevin. EJrUlio. 
These are the students who affected Teach For America 

alwns during their tenure at poorly funded, understaffed, and 
sometimes failing schools. 

Teach For America (TFA) is a nonprofit organization 
founded by Wendy Kopp, who secured a grant to begin the 
program as part of her senior thesis at Princeton. TF A is in its 
17"' year of placing qualified graduates at inequitable schools 
for two years to try to raise student achievement. 

The program continually improves students' education. 
Although TFA's instructors receive lessons about teaching for 
only a few months before entering a classroom, on average 
their students see ten percent more progress in mathematics 
than other students. TFA teachers also make strides in reading, 
according to a study by a leading research finn. 

TFA was founded to achieve some main goals: to 
place good teachers in the classroom, to encourage more 
underprivileged students in college and reduce educational 
inequities in general, and to produce alumni that will advance 
changes in education on a national, federal and local level. 
However, the program succeeds most in fostering mentoring 
relationships between teacher and student. 

Eric Isham, a TFA recruiter for and alum of the program, 
describes going back to ~ll's graduation and hearing him talk 
about going to college. When Isham had Ezell as a freshman, 
Ezell was classified as a special education student, eligible 

for an attendance certificate - not a high school diploma or 
GED. 

"You can't go to college, you can't go to vocational 
school," said Isham "It literally means you sat and attended 
school for four years." 

Isham and other teachers in the program tried to 
"mainstream" or integrate special education students into the 
regular classrooms so they could have a better future after 
graduation. Every day Isham used his after-school planning 
period to tutor ~ll, sometimes 
even driving him home. Isham 
held study sessions for all his 
students on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and taught for roughly 
five hours on Saturdays to help 
reduce the achievement gap. 

Jessie Wagner K'04 taught 
science at West Philadelphia High 
School. Kevin was her favorite 
student. Like ~ll, Kevin was 
disadvantaged. He came from a 
broken home, his mother was a 
drug addict and he didn't know 
his father. Jessie smiled when she 
talked about Kevin. 

"He was incredibly 

Barrie had running water in their classrooms, an impediment 
for many experiments. 

'1 teach science in a room with no sink ... no sink for twenty 
years, (the classroom is) pretty overcrowded, just a hole to the 
basement I'm lucky just to have my own room," said Connor 
Barrie. 

If Wagner wanted to do a lab that involved water, she 
brought in buckets from a sink located in another part of the 
schooL Eventually, she found a private academy that planned to 

throwaway lots oflab equipment 
when they were updating. She 
took a van and some students and 
brought the equipment to West 
Philadelphia. 

For K students who view 
TF A as a break: before graduate 
school or as something to bolster 
their resume, Wagner says to 
prepare for a surprise. 

'Those two years were 
probably harder than my years 
at Kalamazoo College ... it's 
legitimate and there's a lot at 
stake," said Wagner. "If you think 
it's a break, it's not a break:." 

Connor Barrie and Wagner 
both felt K helped prepare them 
for the rigors of teaching in an 
wban school district. 

intelligent..." said Wagner. "We 
worked more on getting him into 
college than on my class." 

Kevin received a full 
ride to LaSalle University in 
Philadelphia. 

"He's just really proud of 
himself for being in college and he 
will make me proud," she said. 

Photo/Jessie Wagner 

Wagner shares her Master's graduation with Kev
in, one of her students at West Philadelphia High 
School. 

UK made me an able
rounded person and a person 
who's passionate about learning 
and I think my students can see 

Ben Connor BarrieK'06 found a favorite student inEmilio. 
For the first two months of school, Emilio was suspended for 
18 days for fighting; the maximum a student may miss without 
automatically failing. While making up work that he missed, 
EJrUlio and Connor Barrie struck up a friendship. 

"I printed up some Gandhi article as a joke because he got 
into so many fights and told him to read it and do a write-up for 
extra credit and he did," Connor Barrie said. 

After EJrUlio's girlfriend became pregnant, he went to 
Connor Barrie for advice. Connor Barrie helped him look up 
some information on the complications she was having and 
since then the two remain close. 

"He calls me 'son,' which is pretty inappropriate, but 
it's okay because 1 don't teach him," Connor Barrie said, 
laughing. 

High-Stakes Testing: The Rigors o/TFA 

The rewards of TFA can be enormous, but the struggle 
is formidable. Wagner remembers difficulties in conducting 
science labs for lack of equipment. Neither she nor Connor 

that and I think it makes me a 
better teacher," said Connor 

Barrie, who never took an education class at K. 
Particularly with the low levels of students in a few areas, 

K's liberal arts education helps. Wagner descnbes her science 
classes as being half science, half English because she had to 
improve her students' reading levels for them to succeed. 

"I would walk in and see my eleventh graders not knowing 
how to add except on their hands, or my eleventh graders not 
being able to read at the level they should be able to read," said 
Wagner. 

Crusading/or Equity: Life After TFA 

After spending two or three years with TFA, graduates of 
the program often continue teaching. According to research 
by TFA, more than 50 percent of alwnni continue teaching. 
However, many more go on to shape education policy. 

Isham plans to pursue a public policy degree at the 
University of Michigan next year to shape the future of 
education in America. Wagner wants to eventually go into 

Continued on page 6 
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Opinions of New Team Initiation Policy Vary Within Athletic Community 
Continued from page 1 members of the team." 

not speak to the issue because of fear of 
consequences from the new policy. However, 
Mara Beverwyk K'08 spoke out. 

") reaJize the goal of that is to keep 
hazing to a minimum but it keeps teams from 
having regular initiation experiences," she 
said "I think there can be positive initiation 
experiences as well and I think that the new 
policy keeps us from having positive initiation 
experiences." 

apologize as a team if anything was offensive 
to anyone, but we did not foresee that anybody 
would have an issue with it." 

Each year, the freshmen on the women's 
soccer team gather together to choreograph a 
dance to a song selected by the seniors. The 
costumes and moves are all at the discretion 
of the players. Beverwyk reflected on her own 
experiences. 

While some team initiations consist of 
dressing up in costumes or parading around 
campus yelling things, others involve more 
cerebral activities. A soccer player wrote a 
poem this year that he recited to another player 
in jest. 

Smith stands by the new policy and 
expects the opposition by students to wane. 

"It does not surprise me that the students 
are adamantly against the new policy - it 
makes us look at things differently than we 
have before and changes activities that have 
been passed down year after year," said Smith. 
"Doing things differently will always meet 
resistance at first." 

"Some times you find out people's talents. 

"It was a lot of fun for me. That initiation 
in part is really fun because it got our freshmen 
to know each other." she said. 

Not all those things are bad things. They're 
good for team bonding." said Parkins. 

She also spoke to prohibition of voluntary 
team initiations~ 

"We have a rule on our team that people 
who don't want to participate don't have to and 
last year someone didn't want to participate, 
so they didn't and it wasn't a big deal," said 
Beverwyk. 

However, Smith said people can consent 
to activities because they are scared to refuse. 

'''The intent is not to limit people's fun ... 
it's to provide awareness to things that may 
be harmful and to enhance team bonding 
experiences," Smith said. 

After a few sports teams performed 
public initiations in the cafeteria, people issued 
complaints. 

'''There were some complaints this year 
that the dance was inappropriate and that the 
outfits were provocative," said Beverwyk. "We 

Staunch opponents of the new policy still 
appreciate the need for a change of the former 
policy. 

"In general I think it's important to have 
an initiation policy to keep negative initiations 
from happening .. .1 think the current initiation 
policy also inhibits positive initiations and 
team bonding and experiences that help us get 
to know new players." said Beverwyk. 

Few athletes talk of initiation when 
referring to their team's activities and even 
fewer view their behavior as hazing. Most 
use words like "team bonding" or "tradition" 
when discussing the new policy. 

Freshmen Robert Parkins, a member of 
the men's soccer team, said of his initiation 
experience, ") don't tInnk of it as an initiation 
thing. It's more of a team bonding thing. 
It really made me feel closer to the older 

T'H~ S~X FliIS: Tenns ofEndeannent? Rethinking Our Sexual Lingo 
By MICAH SMITH 
Staff Writer 

Guilt and shame are prevalent emotions 
surrounding the topic of sex in our culture. Usually 
attributed to "bad" behavior. it makes little sense for 
indiViduals to associate these same negahve feelings 
to something so personal, intimate and enjoyable as 
sex (by whatever definition you choose). But it is 
obvious, beyond any reasonable doubt. that people 
are very uncomfortable with the topic of sex. 

For a fairly tame sexual activity, like kiSSing, we 
have invented numerous other terms to describe the 
act. We use pecking when refernng to the hghtlipped 
"that's how I kiss my mother" kiss. We used necking 
when we described the deep, sensuous kissing that is 
now referred to as "making out." Examples of more 
aggressive phrasings, used to add shock value and 
remove inllmacy from the act. are "sucking face," 
"tongue wrestling," "swapping SPit," etc. The Simple 
act of kissing becomes shameful with the words we 

choose to describe it. Why else would we avoid simply 
saying it as it is? "Tonsil hockey" does not, like any 
of the other replacements. make kissing sound more 
enjoyable or desirable. 

For the act of sex. common replacements are even 
more symbolic of how strenuously we are trying to 
avoid any connection to the emotional pleasures that 
go along with the act. We call it fucking, banging. 
slamming, make hlmlher beg for mercy, all of which 
make sex sound harsh and aggressive and violent. We 
call it riding, porking. and making him/her squeal, 
relating it to how we treat animals. I know that 
pcrsonally the first thing that comes to mind for me 
when I am reminded of sex is a nicc. big. pork belly. 

We relate sex to sports with scoring, going all the 
way, and going home. We objectify it beyond belief: 
give it to her, get me some of that, to steal it, to snatch 
it, hit it, tap that, etc. The list is so vast it seems 
infinite To my knowledge, there is only oue phrasmg 
that IDcreases the intimacy of sex, and that is "to make 

love," a phrase that, ironically. I hear only in a 
derogatory or sarcastic way. 

Even when describing genitals, discomfort, 
shame and guilt are the most obviously prominent 
accompanYing feelings. We call the vagina: twat. 
cunt. pussy, trim. snatch, cooch, etc. We call the 
penis: dick, cock, woody, pecker. member. phallus, 
dong. tallywacker. etc. To intensify this association 
of shame and bad feelings we already feel about 
genitals. we also use these words, sometimes 
even exclusively, to insult, degrade. and tear 
down other people. They become symbols of not 
only the genitals. but also of depravity, stupidity. 
shallowness. 

Our society makes sex into something bad, 
something wrong and secret. Language is only 
part of it. In upcoming articles. I will explore how 
national and local politics effect our perception of 
sex and eventually. how these feelings of guilt and 
shame impact lives on an individual basis. 
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Why Are You Still Here? K Alumni Come Back to Campus 
By ROBYN MCBRIDE 
Staff Writer 

Though it is well known that many K alumni 
work on campus, sometimes they can be hard to spot. 
Many alumni are more recent graduates, making them 
familiar faces. However, some move away from the 
K community after graduation and are then welcomed 
back. Associate Provost for Information Services, 
Greg Diment K'84, is such an alum. 

Dlment's return to K took 21 years to complete. 

Though there have been many changes to the 
campus, both physically and curricular, Diment's 
experiences are not too different from those today. 
Like many K students, he completed his SIP his 
senior year and went on study abroad in Hannover, 
Germany. 

After he graduated in 1984 with a major in mathematics 
and a minor in education he thought he wanted to be 
a high school math and computer science teacher. 
Yet, when Diment heard the Upjohn company was 
looking for a computer programmer, he applied for an 
interview. Thanks to the company's strong relationship 
with K, in addition to skills he acquired as a ~tudent, 
Upjohn awarded him the position. 

"I think in many ways the Kalamazoo College 
experience is similar now to what it was in the 1980s," 
he said. "However, we were on the year round quarter 
system in which we attended during the summer 
quarter. Another difference is that seniors now live off 
campus. "Back then pretty much everyone lived on 
campus unless they lived at home with their parents 
in town." 

Another noticeable difference for Diment is 
attendance at sporting events. 

Photo/Greg Diment Photo/Robyn McBride 

"I was friends with several of the basketball 
players and I remember the games being much better 
attended than they are now," said Diment. "We used 
to have a full student sectton with loud cheering, and 
there was a group of unofficial 'cheerleaders' [guys] 
called the 'stingers.' We'd get the students fued up." 

Greg Diment as an incoming freshman (lefr) and today 
(right) as Associate Provost for Information Services. 

Greg Diment 
K'84 

He started out as a statistical programmer, working 
his way through a few other positions before becoming 
the Director of Clinical Database Operations, in which 
he held a position of global responsibility. He managed 
people in the US, but also in Italy and England. 

"This was a very interesting position as I related to 
people from many different cultures and backgrounds," 
he said. "I believe that my K education prepared me 
well for this - to be 'at home in the world'." 

Though Diment graduated over twenty years ago, 
he still sees past teachers and classmates on campus. "I 
still see my former professors on campus. My advisor 
was Dr. Fink. Also teaching then were Dr. Griffin, 
Dr. Wickstrom, Dr. Grossman, and Dr. Schmeichel," 
he said. 

As an employee that is tightly woven not only 
into the campus community, but also the Kalamazoo 
community, Diment offers some advice for K 
students. 

After Pfizer bought out the company, he had an 
opportunity to move to Connecticut, but chose to stay 
in Kalamazoo, as the city has always been his home. 
He took a job with Kalsec, a family spice company, 
working as a project manager for a year before deciding 
to take a position back at K in 2005. 

Robin Rank, Kevin Brady, and Anne Dueweke are 
also from the class of 1984 and now work at K. 

"Take advantage of all of your opportunities. College 
is an exciting time and Kalamazoo College is a 
very special place," he said. "There is an incredible 
opportunity to learn, make friends, to better understand 
oneself, and better understand the world in which we 
live and make a difference in it." "I wasn't close fnends with them at the time, but 

it's kind of interesting to me that four of us from that 
class are all here now," said Dlment. 

lnauklUrllg ocll ]Lo<oJk <aut ,ttJhle ]P>elr§Olrll ]B\eJhlllJrll<dl ttJhle ]P)tal<grLJ[e~ Dewing Hall 
By MARY CORCORAN 
Staff Writer 

At the Founder Day's Ceremony 
on April 25 th, 1969, Kalamazoo College 
commemorated its 136th anniversary with 
the dedication of Winifred Dewing Hall. 

Wallace did not attend K College, 
but she was actively involved in the 
college for many years. She served on 
the Women's Council, and according 
to Kalamazoo Gazette archives, "Her 
special interest was in the students and 
her primary concern was that they had the 
opportunity to further their scholarly and 
creative capaCities." 

Wallace was particularly interested 
in the English department and the 
K College library, but according to 

the Kalamazoo Gazette her interests 
were broad. Wallace "participated 
in whatever ways she could in the 
intellectual discourse within the college." 
Wallace died on January I, 1954. She 
made Kalamazoo College the residuary 
beneficiary of her million-dollar estate, 
which the college spent in several ways. 
Wallace's contribution afforded 2/3 of 
the $1.4 million cost to build the new 
classroom structure; the other third came 
from federal funds. Her donations also 
allowed the college, then in financial 
trouble, to raise salaries to meet the living 
wage, expand the library, and broaden the 
school's public relations program. 

The benefactress was a member of 
Kalamazoo's prominent Dewing family. 

In 1836, William and Frederick Dewing 
emigrated from England, and after making 
a brief stop in New York City, settled in 
Kalamazoo. Once in Kalamazoo, the 
brothers opened a lumber store, Dewing 
& Sons. The Dewing family went on 
to become partners in the many local 
businesses such as the Kalamazoo 
Stove Company, Michigan Automobile 
Company, and the Kalamazoo Beet Sugar 
Company (www.kalamazoomuseum. 
org). 

In 1956, Wallace was awarded the 
Ninth Biennial Citation by the board of 
directors of Who's Who in America. In 
1969, K College introduced a lecture 
series in literature honoring Wallace. 

According to letters between 

President Weimer Hicks and Mrs. Paul H. 
Todd, the decision to name the academic 
building Dewing Hall proved difficult. 
Both agreed the building should honor 
Winifred Dewing Wallace, but Todd 
expressed concern over naming the 
building Wallace Hall. President Hicks 
agreed. 

"Unfortunately, when referring to 
any building, folks simply will not use 
more than one name. Thus the Winifred 
Dewing Wallace Hall becomes shortened 
to Wallace Hall," Hicks wrote in a letter to 
Todd. "This at once conjures up the idea 
that the building is named in honor of a 
man named Wallace, which is certainly 
not correct." Eventually, they decided to 
name the building Dewing Hall. 
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COUNSEL1N~ COR..NER.. 
Closing the Gap with Teach for America 
Continued from page 2 

lawsuit in 1974 after inter-city busing began 
between Detroit and Grosse Pointe. De foc/o 
segregation plagued the schools and Brown v. 
Board of Education mandated equal schools 
for all. After Grosse Pointe filed a lawsuit, 
busing stopped, according to the University of 
Michigan Department of Psychology website. 
Those who paid high taxes had children who 
received good educations. Those who could 
not pay these taxes had free lunches paid for 
by the government in a dingy school without 
textbooks for all and little to no hope of 
graduating or going to college. But the people 
don't nJatter - it's the tax receipts that are 
important. 

By DR. PAT PONTO 
Director of Counseling 

Listening to what we say to ourselves 
can be very revealing. When you're in 
a difficult circwnstance or a vulnerable 
situation, do you cheer yourself on, do 
you reassure yourself that things will work 
out, do you become critical or harsh with 
yourself. or do you link these circumstances 
to others that have gone awry? It's important 
when we're taJkmg to ourselves to be as 
reassuring and accepting as we would be to 
a best friend or another person that we care 
for deeply. 

Judith Jordan, one of the psychologists 
at the Stone Center, calls this "self-empathy." 
wluch I think is a wonderful concept If we 
can truly empathize with ourselves, we 
have the best chance of knowing ourselves, 
learning from our mistakes, and becorning 
the people that we want to be. 

So often the students we see in the 
Counseling Center are very harsh with 
themselves. particularly 1f they have done 
poorly on a big test or are not getting the 
grades they expected. "[ can't believe I got 
a D on tlmt exam. 1 studied all the wrong 
nJaterial. I gct so nJad at myself when 1 do 
something stupid like this. My grade point is 
going to take a hit again. I'll never get into 
grad school now." Not only does the student 
have to deal with tllC D, but with the very 
negative feelings about himlherself and the 

negative conclusion that grad school is out 
of the question. 

What would happen instead if hisiher 
response were, "Wow! A D - that's tough, 
especially because I really studied. I guess 
I'm not good at figuring out what will be on 
the test in this class. I'm going have to talk 
to the prof and some of tlle students who did 
better before the next exam. At least I know I 
worked hard. There are two more tests and a 
1"1per this quarter. so I bet I can get my grade 
up to a B. It'll still be okay - ifl can get a B, 
I'll still have a good chance of getting into 
grad school." 

The first series of comments reflects the 
effect of negatIve self-talk - feeling badly 
about one's self and catastrophizing - "I 
won't get into grad school because of one 
test" is not very realistic. The second series 
of comments is an example of self-calming 
talk it's more realIStic (grad school is still in 
sight), and it leaves tlle student with a plan to 
improve and with better feelings about him! 
herself 

We're usually so good at empathizing 
with our friends' dilemnJaS, calming them 
with our caring words, and reassuring them 
that they nJatter to us. regardless of their 
grades. It 's important that we also empathize 
with ourselves, calm ourselves when we're 
upset and remember that we are so much 
more than an individual grade can ever 
represent. 

counseling psychology for high school 
students. Connor Barrie plans to take a slightly 
different route-he wants a Ph.D. in ecology 
to teach at the university level. However, 
he still finds his tenure with TFA valuable, 
despite having no career plans directly related 
to prinJary or secondary education. 

''The biggest thing I'm taking out of the 
program is that I'm going to be someone who 
can speak about education inequity in the 
countty and I'm going to be someone who can 
advocate for reform, no matter what I do," said 
Connor Barrie. 

"Our Parents Pay Taxes" 

I remember a story one of my more 
insensitive friends told me after she spent 
a late night at our high school working for 
the literary nJagazine. She walked down the 
hallway to leave and a group of basketball 
players from a poor district entered to play 
our men's team. They looked around at the 
walls and one said, "What's this? Why is there 
marble on the walls? We ain't got no marble 
on our walls." Feeling like she had to provide 
an answer to the situation, my friend rudely 
replied, "Our parents pay taxes and we pay for 
your district too because your parents don't 
make any money." While the story appears 
juvenile, the truth behind my friend's words 
encapsulates the debate in education. Should 
socioeconomic status autonJatically relegate a 
student to a better or worse education? 

The Grosse Pointe community filed a 

My friend attends Dartmouth now and 
plans to join the ranks of law school students 
upon graduation. She will make enough 
money to support her 1. Crew lifestyle and 
never have to give a thought to the inequities 
in education. However, poor education 
touches everyone. It affects the number of 
prisons we build, the people we leave behind 
in an ever-evolving economy. Poor education 
affects social problems: alcoholism, drug use, 
poverty. More than that, those of us fortunate 
enough to have had a good education need to 
take another look. 

Where would we be if our schools were 
equal in funding and staffing? How many of 
us would compose K's student body? After 
looking at any of the TFA schools in-depth, 
the inevitable and unnerving question is: 
Would 1 be at K if I had gone to a different 
high school? 

"I really believe this is our generation's 
civil rights movement," said Isham. 

Chapel Chat: Finding Home in New Surroundings 
By MARY ELLEN ASHCROFT 
Kalamazoo College Chaplain 

I've been taJkmg about sex a lot lately. nJainJy because 
of the Sex Jama last Friday. hlcluded: questions about respect 
for ourselves and others; discussions of reasons to have (or not 
have) sex; ponderings about what motivates us. 

Our goal last Friday was to encourage K students to talk 
about sex more: for the subject to move off the television screen 
into the reality of our lives. Enough of the idealized inJage of 
something that everyone does aU the time! 

We hope K students will consider what they want, what 
is consistent with the person deep within., and that they will 
be able to say "no" or 'yes" in ways that will not leave them 
feeling ashamed and vulnerable. 

I've heard statements like the following ones before, 
during and after the Sex JanJa: 

"I had sex because I wanted to be wanted." 

"I was more lonely than anything: that's why I had sex 
withhnn." 

"She made me feel attractive, special." 
"Since I've been here at the college, nobody touches me 

like I'm used to at home. It makes me understand why people 
have these random hook-ups." 

"Sometimes I feel ugly, like no one will ever really love 
me. Then it's hard for me to say no." 

They make sense to me, because deep within the hUllJall 
heart is a desire to be known and loved. This longing, I believe, 
is a "given" in the most profound sense of that word. At different 
stages of life, we meet this need in different ways: by parents, 
friends, partners, perhaps God. 

But college is an awkward time. Not only are hormones 
coursing through bodies, shouting (like Benedick in Much Ado 
About Nothing) ''The world must be peopled!!" And there's 
"Sex and the City" and countless other television shows and 

movies inlplying that sex is beautiful. uncomplicated, fulfilling, 
and without cost. And of course, EVERYONE (with the 
exception of you) is doing it. 

Add to that loneliness, lack of touch, insecurity. poor body 
image, homesickness. This is a vulnerable time. 

What we want, really, is to belong. In feel at home. 
If you'd like to talk more about these issues, a couple 

suggestions: There is a Sexuality and Spirituality discussion 
group that meets in the Cavern II :45-12:30 on Tuesdays. 

Our Sunday JanJa will explore these issues: what makes 
us feel homesick, ill at ease, insecure in a different setting? And 
what is it that can help us feel at home in a new place? What, 
most crucially, is so essential to who we are, that we can take it 
with us and feel at home no nJatter where we go? 

If your family is here, bring them along. If not, drag 
yourself out ofbed for JanJa II :00-12:00 Sunday morning. Oct. 
28. See you there! 
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TED'S BRIEFS 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 
Sports Editor 

Football Loses a Close One 

Oh. so close. After a strong start, the Kalamazoo 
College football team (1-5, 0-4 MlAA) had their game
winning field goal blocked at Wisconsin Lutheran last 
Saturday, October 20. 

Senior quarterback Jordan Tallman led the Hornets 
With 360 yards passing and three touchdown passes with 
one interception to bring the team within two points III 
the final quarter. A failed two-point conversion attempt 
with 9:51 left made the Hornets play from behind. 

The blocked field goal ended the game in a 28-
26 los:;, after a 395 yard performance by the offen e. 
Senior wide receiver Randy Rzezni.k. earned 88 of 
those yards through 11 receptions and two touchdown 
receptions. 

Junior Michael Herman led the defense with 58 
yards in two mterception returns as well as a fumble 
recovery. 

SKWIRREl.S By JAMES SPICA 
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Kalamazoo's final home game of the season will be 
thiS Saturday, Oct. 27 against Albion. at I P.M. 

Solid Weekend for Volleyball 

The Kalamazoo women's volleyball team (10-15, 
5-8 MlAA) played their final regular season home games 
in fine form With victones over St. Mary's College and 
Defiance College last Saturday, Oct. 20. 

Amazingly, their last eight matches, win or loss, have 
been three game sweeps. In that span, the Hornets have 
won four of those eight matches. 

In related news, senior middle hitter Bridgett Blough 
earned MIAA Player of the Week honors for her effort 
against St. Mary's. In their 3-0 defeat of St. Mary's, 
Blough earned 14 kills and six blocks. Against St. Mary's 
junior Megan Korc contributed 37 assists. 

The Hornets play their final regular season matches 
this Friday and Saturday at the Midwest Invitational, 
before they begin MlAA Tournament play. 

Photo/Komal Chughtat 

Hornets celebrate dual weekend wins over St. Mary's 
and Defiance CoUege. 
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Men's Soccer Grabs Big Win 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 
Sports Editor 

After nearly a full game of back
and-forth shooting, a scoreless tie 

goalkeeper Stefano Crescentini picked 
up the shutout, making five saves, and 
his fifth shutout of the season. 

The Hornets will need some help 
between Kalamazoo and 
Albion College ended in 
a Hornet victory when 
senior Steve Hagerman 
nailed the game winner 
at the 86:38 mark. 

The victory, 
Kalamazoo 's third in a 
row, keeps the Hornets 
in second place in the 
MIAA, with three games 
remamlllg. Kalamazoo 
(11-5 , 8-3 MIAA) will 
finish out the season 
with two away matches, 
followed by a final home 
game agamst Hope 
College on November 3. 

The Hornet shooting 
barrage picked up speed 

Photo/ www.kzoo.edu/sportS 

Senior Steve Hagerman scored 
K's winning goal against Albi
on this past weekend. 

from the rest of the ~ 
MIAA to knock Calvm 
College from the top 
spot m the conference. 
The Britons hold a 
four-point advantage 
over Kalamazoo in the 
standings, and their 
last three matches are 
against teams with 
losing records. 

This season marks a .; 
vast improvement over 
the 2006 season, when 
the team went 9-11 
overall, and finished 
fourth in the MlAA 
standings. The Hornets 
have already bested 
their season win total 

by two games, and have a shot to win 
the conference, with a little luck. 

"I/U THE ONE WHOSREALLY READY FOR WINTER" 

in the second half, with 14 shots. The 
visiting Britons only managed to get 
three shots in the second half, none of 
which found the back of the net. 

The credit for the assist went 
to senior Scott MacDonald. Senior 

The next game for Kalamazoo will 
be at Adrian College this Saturday, Oct. 
27 . After that, their next destination 
will be Tri-State College on Halloween. -
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AKFirst: Women's Ultimate Frisbee 
By JESSICA R. MAAS 

Staff\'V'riter 

The new Women's Ultimate Fnsbee 
team played in their first tournament 
two weekends ago. alongside perennial 
powerhou,es University of Wisconsin and 
Micbigan State Uni\ ersity. 

Although the team came m last place 
out of 18 women's teams at the Glory 
Days Tournament in Naperville, Illinois, 
the tcam registered just to get out there and 
play, according to senior team co-captain 
Hannah Masuga. 

K was the only new team at the 
tournament and most of the women were 
competing for the first time. 

"We are all learning together," said 
Masuga. 

A men's team has existed at K for a 
few years and some women have played 
co-ed. but this was the first tournament 
attended by a K team composed entirely of 
women. 

The team began practicing last spnng 
after about 17womenshowedinterest. Now, 
about 30 women are involved, including 
new freshmen and juniors abroad. 

The women's team practices twice a 
week on the field by Crissey and Severn, 

Phoro/Komal Chughtai 

conditions IwIce a week and practices with 
the men's teanl on Sundays. Between the two 
teams there are about 50 people on campus 
who attend practices and consider themselves 
a part of Ultimate Frisbee. 

Though just beginning, K's tcam IS 
already looking ahead. "Our goal would be 
to be able to keep up with those teams and 
keep pomt with them," said Masuga. 

According to Masuga, Ultimate Frisbee 
is not very popular in the Midwest. There 
arc only three other women's teams in 
Michigan: University ofMiclngan, Micbigan 
State University, and Central Michigan 
University. 

A game is usually played to 13 or 15 
points, depending on the tournament. All 
games are played as parts of 
invitational tournaments, in which 6-18 teams 
show up for a weekend. Teams usually play 
for about six hours on Saturdays, followed by 
four to five hours on Sundays. 

Photo/Hannah Masuga 
The women's Ultimate Frisbee team maintains spirit of the game despite the ob

stacles they face. 

A lot of schools recognize thelT tearns a~ 
club sports. '·It would be fabulous to someday 
be recognized as a club sport." said Masuga. 
"But we're happy just to have fields." 

Masuga. "Ultinlate players are really, really 
proud of 'spirit of the game. '" 

Masuga. "It's really about having a good 
time but being competitive at the same 
time finding a balance." 

The "spirit of the game" is very inlportant 
for a sport in which players call their own 
fouls. "Everyone knows everyone," said 

Masuga's pride reflects the central 
attitude of the team: it is very important to be 
a good sport. 

The women's team will begin 
competing again ill January, as the actual 
college season is in the spring. "We stress 'spirit of the game'" saId 

Tough Double OT Loss for Women's Soccer 
By LISA PHILLIPS 
News Editor 

The K women's soccer team (9-4-2, 4-2-1 MIAA) 
made a valiant effort but couldn ' t conquer the Calvin 
Knights in Saturday's game between the league rivals. 

The Hornets lost 1-0 in sudden-death double 
overtime, as Calvin scored on a penalty kick with 2:25 
left in the game. 

K's team had a strong first half, fending off Calvin's 
tenacious offense to keep the score at 0-0 in front of an 
enthusiastic horne crowd. 

The stalemate continued throughout the second 
half, as the backfield duo of senior goalkeeper Monisha 
Berkowski and freshman sweeper Chelsea Smith 
repeatedly thwarted the Knights' attacks. 

Tensions mounted as Berkowski saved a last-second 
shot to send the game into overtime. The K women 
remained strong and neither team found the back of the 
net as time wore on. 

Kellie Hondord, resulting in a direct penalty kick. Emily 
Ottenhoff looped a shot in the comer, ending the game. 

"It 's really terrible that tbe game ended the way 
it did, but we played our hearts out," said sophomore 
midfielder Katie Manstrom. 

Both Berkowski and sophomore goalIe Kassie 
Johnson had brilliant garnes, tallying up a total of 
14 saves against a formidable Calvin offense. "We 
never could have done as well as we did without Mo 
[Berkowski] and Kassie [Johnson] anchoring the team," 
said Manstrom. 

The loss drops Kalamazoo to 4th in the MIAA 
conference. Calvin (7-0-0) retains the lead ill the 
conference, with Hope (5-2-1) and Albion (5-1-1) tied 
for second. 

• Senior Mara Beverwyk defends against her opponent in 

last weekends league game at Calvin. 

Tbe score remained tied 0-0 at the end often minutes, 
sending the game into a sudden-death double overtime. 

With 2:25 left, Berkowski fouled Calvin player 

Even with the loss, K players looked forward to the 
next match-up with their longtime rivals, which will likely 
happen in the upcoming MlAA tournament. "Calvin is 
very beatable this year - we just need to capitalize on the 
cbances we get." said sophomore Paige Howell. 

The Hornets will begin play in the MlAA tournament 
thIS Saturday, Oct. 27. 
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Monkapult Reaches Out to Audience 
Students enjoy improv troupe s first performance of year 

See article on page 3 

Campus Gathers to Celebrate Fall Fest 2007 
By TONI SKALICAN 
Staff Writer 

At Sunday's Fall Fest, a variety 
of K College student organizations 
came together to promote 
envirorunental awareness and enjoy 
a lovely fall day on the Quad. 

"It's a very nice compilation 
of groups and activities, all making 
people more aware of envirorunental 
issues," said Alex Morgan K'll. 

Students, some accompanied 
by parents and siblings still on 
campus for "family weekend," 
cruised the booths, talking to 
organization representatives and 
enjoying an assortment of great fall 
food. 

As a feature for this year's Fall 
Fest, Task Force ECO gave students 
the opportunity to trade energy
hoarding incandescent light bulbs 
foreco-friendlycompactfluorescent 
light bulbs, free of charge. The task 
force traded 76 light bulbs total. 

Physics Professor Michael 
Tanoff noted the many benefits of 
using fluorescent light bulbs, which 
produce less wasted heat energy. 

"Incandescent bulbs use only 
about ten percent of the electricity 
they consume for generating light 
- the remaining ninety percent is 
converted to heat The most efficient 
fluorescent bulbs, on the other hand, 
are capable of converting about 

seventy percent of the energy they 
consume into light, with the balance 
converted to heat," he said. 

"It's not by any means a fix
all, but it's a small change that 
can make a difference," said Sam 
Weaver K'08, leader of Task Force 
ECO. 

Weaver sponsored the trade 
with a grant she received last 
year from the National Wildlife 
Federation, through their Campus 
Ecology Fellow program. She 
got the idea for the trade through 
hearing about ilS success on other 
college campuses, citing Stanford 

Continued on page 3 
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Introducing Guilds to K 
New interest groups forge connections 
between students, alumni 
By LISA PHILLIPS 
News Editor 

This year's Homecoming 
marked the beginning of a whole 
new K College program - the start 
of the Guilds. 

These new societies plan to 
link alumni and students interested 
in sirniJar Issues, offering a way to 
meet and talk with people about 
careers in a certain field. 

"This project is based on 
the idea that we have committed 
alumni in the real world that 
can bring their expertise back 
to campus to connect to current 
students," said steering committee 
member Dr. Jeffrey Bartz. 

The project is still in its 
formative stages as the alumm 
were informed of the program for 
the first time on Homecoming. The 
official fom13tion of the Guilds 
will most likely not happen until 
the spring. 

However, tOpiCS for four 
Guilds are already underway: 

Envirorunental Sustainability, 
Social Justice and Law, Health 
Care, and Business. 

Of these, only the 
Envirorunental Sustainability 
Guild currently has a student task 
force on campus. Student groups 
in the other areas will be created as 
the project progresses. 

Guilds will allow students 
to get to know alumni currently 
involved in specific disciplines, 
attend events and meetings, chat 
electronically about issues, and 
offer opportunities for internships 
and career visits. Membership will 
be open to anyone, regardless of 
year or major at K. 

"The philosophy of the 
Guilds is built arolllld the idea 
'It's not what you know, it's who 
you know'," saId Bartz. "We're 
enabling students to find people 
and opportunities they wouldn't 
otherwise have." 

Continued on page 2 
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Name: Dwight Trice 

Year Freshman 

Major: Theatre 

Why didyou choose theatre as your major? It 
is what I want to do and I'm good at it. 

Why did you choose to come to K? It's a 
great school for academics as well as a good 
program for personal growth of my singing 
and acting skills. 

What animal would YOl/want to be? A 
Siberian tiger 

Which one would you really be? Cock.-a-too 

If you were to have coffee with anyone dead 
or alive, who would il be and what would you 
talk about' I would have coffee with Jesus 
and we would talk: about what his real views 
of the Bible are, what was lost in translation. 

If you were on a desert island, which CD 
would you bring with YOII? Britney Spears' 

Greatest Hits 

Where do YOII want to stlldy abroad and why? London 
because of theatre or Perth because Curtain is a really 
great school to attend 

2007 Halloween costume: Sex KItten 

Favorite phrase: Adios mio! (Spanish to English 
translation: Oh my God!) 

Advice for campus: Don't piss me off. 

-AleKa Lindsay K '08 
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Teach for America 
NEXT DEADLINE: November 2, 2007 

Visit www.teachforamerica.org 

for more information. 
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Task Force ECO Leads Campus Guild Movement 
Continued from page 1 

Duties and requirements would be 
decided by each individual Guild. Bartz 
indicated that they could include showing 
up to a certain number of events, ta1king 
to several alumni members, and including 
the guild's philosophies in extracurricular 
activities and course work. 

The majority of communication 
will be done electronically, chatting with 
alumni online through instant messages 
and e-mails. 

EventuaJly, Bartz and other 
committee members hope to expand the 
Guild project into other fields, including 
technology, international relations, and 
performing arts. 

The Environmental Sustainability 
Guild, headed by Samantha Weaver 
K'08, is the first active Guild on 
campus. Aimed at promoting energy 
efficiency, their most recent project 
involved exchanging incandescent 
light bulbs for compact florescent 
bulbs at Fall Fest. 

At this early stage, only a few 
alumni are involved in the project. 

"We are focusing on the few that 
on our list right now - you don't have 
that many avenues to contact alumni 
as a college student, and this is a 
unique and innovative way to do so," 
said Weaver. 

The Guild program is funded 
by the McGregor Grant given to the 

college. Out of six. proposals from area 
schools, it was the only one to receive 
funding, as it was deemed a program that 
could potentially transform the college. 

Bartz emphasized that Guilds will be 
an opportunity to help K students focus on 
long-term goals during their studies. 

"People at K get toward the end of 
their academic career and haven't thought 
about what they want to do," said Bartz. 
"We're so focused on the next deadline 
that we lose focus on the outside world. 
This would give us the opportunity to look 
outside the K community." 

Students interested in one of the four 
currently planned Guilds should look 
for announcements in campus emaiIs 
throughout the year. 
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StuOrgs Educate Peers at Fall Fest 
Continued from page 1 

as "a big promoter." 
EnvOrg hosted several booths about the Quad, one of 

which was a 'trivia' booth. Upon answering environmental 
questions correctly, winners received small pots of African 
violets. 

Trivia cards hosted intriguing questions and answers. 
One card asked, "How can you cut in half the energy used to 
prepare food?" The answer was simpler than one might expect: 
by using "a microwave for small- to medium-sized portions." 
According to EnvOrg, microwaves are more energy-efficient. 
They use "about three units of energy to heat a meal," whereas 
"a gas stove uses seven units," and "an electric oven uses 16 
units," according to information presented on the trivia card. 

how cigarettes harm the environment. 
According to organization members, 
"Cigarette butts are the most littered 
item in the world, producing 500,000 
tons of pollution per year." 

Atthe head of the environmental-
humanitarian front, Amnesty 
International's booth promoted 
awareness about its latest cause. 

"Indigenous people in Brazil are 
being killed by logging companies," 
said Natalie Brazeau K' 1 O. 

According to Amnesty 
International's website (www. 
amnesty.org), "50 Guajajara 
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At the next EnvOrg booth, Aubrey Parker K'08 informed 
students that "bottled water is terrible for the environment," 
and that ''the average American spends $1 ,400 on bottled water 
per year." She explained that if the same amount of water were 
taken from the sink, the cost would only be $0.49 per year. To 
clear up the notions of any misinformed students that bottled 
water is 'safer to drink' than tap water, she said, ''Bottled water 
is not regulated by the FDA, but tap water is." 

indigenous families, in a remote 
reservation west of Maranhao state 
[Braztl) are at risk of attack from 
local gunmen allegedly contracted 
by illegal loggers." 

Students who stopped at the 
booth were asked to write "Urgent 
Action" letters to the Governor of 

Photo/Komal Chughtai 
Members ofT ask Force ECO explain the benefits of compact fluorescent light 

bulbs over incandescent bulbs at this year's Fall Fest. 

Furthermore, Parker gave students visuals to think about. 
"If you fill a water bottle one-fourth of the way full with 

oil, that's how much oil it took to get the bottle of water to 
you," she said. "It takes 47 million gallons of oil to supply the 
United States with bottled water every year. With that much 
oil, you could drive 1 00,000 cars for a year." 

Maranhao, asking him to protect the indigenous people. 
"The letters are usually pretty effective," said Brazeau, 

"and we do urgent actions every week that focus on different 
human rights violations." 

In the midst of so many passionate environmental 
and politically gauged booths, Fall Fest also did its part to 
satisfy those yearning for traditional fall activities. In the 
center of the action, a band called Ivory Tower, comprised of 
seniors from local Kalamazoo high schools, entertained with 
familiar old rock songs. The Athletic Leadership Council's 

booth invited everyone to make their own "stained-glass" 
leaves; creatively ironing colorful autumn leaves between 
sheets of waxed paper. Across from their booth, festive a 
pumpkin covered tarp attracted anyone with a talent for jack
o-lantems. 

Altogether, Fall Fest was a success for organizations 
and spectators alike. Escaping midterm anxiety, K College 
students were able to take advantage of the beautiful fall 
weather to enjoy enlightening activities on the Quad, and 
lend support to just a few of our campus's great causes. 

EnvOrg's third booth entitled ''No Butts About It!" 
encouraged smokers to ditch their bad habit. However, instead 
of harping on smokers about the well-known ill effects that 
cigarettes have on human health, the booth concentrated on 

Laughing Together: Monkapult Gets Audience Involved 

Phow/Komal Chughtai 
Emily Harpe K'08 and Alex Clothier 

K'09 perform in Friday's opening show. 

By JILLIAN MCLAUGHLIN 
Features Editor 

The seats are packed, the lights are 
dimming, and I manage to be the final 
audience member admitted to Dewing 103. 
Monkapult's putting on a show. 

Ben Harpe K'09, comes in growling, 
zombie-like, followed by the rest of K's 
improvisational comedy troupe. They 
terrorize they audience for a while, taking 
pleasure in manhandling cell phones and 
invading personal space. 

The games range from re-enacting 
someone's day to changing genres on one 
scene. Before the night closes, the audience 
laughs at the performers, the performers 
laugh at the audience, and the performers 
laugh at themselves. 

"Something that really impressed me 
with our show [last Friday) is that it dido't feel 

like anyone person or couple of people stood 
out like a star, so to speak. I thought we did a 
really good job of establishing an ensemble," 
said co-captain Emily Harpe K'08. 

Emily feltthatteam dynamics were better 
than performances from previous years. The 
troupe involved the audience in their acts, 
inviting them to shout out some one-liners. 
She also explained how the relationships built 
between ensemble and audience and within 
the ensemble itself affect the quality of the 
show. 

"I think the most exciting thing about 
it is making connections, whether with other 
teammates or with [the) audience, because 
you're always taking something being thrown 
at you .. .it's collaborative1Uld creative and it's 
really rewarding to make people happy," she 
said. "That's the sense that you get when you 
hear laughter." 

Although Monkapult primarily 
provides entertainment, like most other K 
organizations, its members have a world 
perspective. Last week's show raised money 
for Burma. Cooper Wilson K'II chose to 

donate the cause. 
Monkapult also tries to engage students 

in improvisational theatre. Each Tuesday 
Monkapult leads a workshop of improv 
games in the rehearsal room of the fine arts 
building from 10:00 to 12:00 p.m. 

"It's a great opportunity for people 
to de-stress," said Emily. "I think people 
get that from watching the shows ... that's 
something that I'm really proud of, that we 
give that opportunity to have workshops on 
Tuesday because it lets people observe and 
get involved." 

Monkapult has its next show tenth week 
in Balch. 
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T'Hr srx fltrs: Sex Education - What Does It Really Entail? 
By MICAH SMITH 
Staff Writer 

Nancy King, a professor of sexual education at WMU 
and also a strong participant in Planned Parenthood, came 
to K College to give a short seminar on STDs, birth control, 
and physiology to the RAs in training this year. 

The first question she asked was, ''What is the only way 
to be totally 100 percent safe?" In unison we responded, 
"Abstinence." She asked us, ''What is abstinence?" Again 
in unison we responded, "No sex." She asked us, ''What's 
sex?" With a variety of answers, no definition was clearly 
set. She claimed this confusion was the result of sexual 
education in the United States. 

Sexual education influences every level of government. 
The United States has no standard for what material is taught 
in a Sex Ed class, and doesn't eyen require that a school 
offers such a class. As most of us know, however, most (or 
95 percent of) public secondary schools offer some form of 
Sex Ed and most (89 percent of) "public secondary school 
students will take Sex Ed at least once between the 7"' and 
1211> grades." So what are we being taught? 

In general, there are three kinds of sexual education: 
abstinence-<>nly, which is easily my favorite; abstinence
plus, like the George Otwell's 1984 "double plus good"; and 
the least worthwhile, comprehensive. 

The easiest and least expensive to teach, and also most 
difficult both to apply and to understand, is abstinence-only. 
It seems simple. Don't have sex until you're married. This 
will protect you from STDs and STh, unplanned pregnancy, 
emotional conflict and hurt feelings, etc. 

However, sex is never defined for the students. They 
don't explain that one can contract STDs and STIs by 
having oral sex, or even dOlDg something as harmless as 
skin-to-skin contact. They don't explain that HIV /AIDS can 
be contracted t1uuugh the mixture of some but not all bodily 
fluids. Birth control and other contraception are skipped 

altogether. Sexual politics are not covered. Kids leave these 
classes having learned nothing about how to be healthy and 
safe and still be human beings, but leave with one piece of 
information more than they may have begun with; you are a 
bad person if you have sex before you get married. 

Abstinence-plus includes information about both 
abstinence and contraception, but pushes abstinence as the 
preferable option. This method resembles a comprehensive 
approach in that both offer information other than all 
chastity all the time. However, they are different because 
a comprehensive approach does not put undue stress on the 
importance of abstinence. 

In 1999 The Kaiser Family Foundation conducted a 
nationwide survey of principals in order to establish what 
forms of Sex Ed were being taught in our public schools. 58 
percent claimed comprehensive, describing it as "young people 
should wait to have sex but if they do not they should use birth 
control and practice safer sex." Essentially they described 
abstinence-plus. Another third (34 percent) of those surveyed 
claimed abstinence only. The remaining eight percent either 
did not offer Sex Ed or offered an altemative to abstinence
based education. 

Federal policy regarding Sex Ed began in 1981 with 
the passage of the Adolescent Family Life Act (AFLA), 
whose main goal is to prevent premarital teen pregnancy 
by establishing "family-centered" programs to "promote 
chastity and self discipline." In the AFLAs first year, Congress 
authorized $11 million to be spent to promote abstinence-only 
education. Since then, Congress renews the bill again and 
again and authorized between $6 million and $18 million for 
the same purposes. 

In 1996, under the authority of the Personal Responsibility 
and Work Opportunity ReconciliationAct, far more substantial 
funding for abstinence-only education was made available. 
The bill, which amended Title V of the Social Security Act, 
provided $250 million over a five-year period to promote 

abstinence-only programs for teens and unmarried adults. 
Funding would be available to any state willing to match 
three dollars to every four dollars of federal money. In this 
way, by the end of the cycle, as much as $437.5 million was 
directed towards abstinence-only education. 

Federal support of abstinence-only programs 
accumulates to a staggering $1.1 billion. The money spent 
clearly indicates an attempt to condition society to associate 
sex with negativity. States, not just in accepting federal 
funding, also push for the same association. By not requiring 
high enough, if any, standards in the content covered by Sex 
Ed classes, school districts and local governments are subject 
to the whims of parents, teachers and principals. 

Thirty states require education about abstinence. Not 
one of them requires birth control to be covered. Thus, in an 
effort to avoid lawsuits and other problems, the issue is just 
glazed over. 

Besides government policy, other key pressure groups 
controlling the content of Sex Ed inAmerica are exactly what 
most would expect. 57 percent say that teachers are very 
involved, and 23 percent say parents are equally involved. 

In rearing our population to be both ignorant and 
averse to sex, and never communicating about it in an open 
setting, we are setting precedents for our behavior that will 
be infinitely difficult to alter. The fact that this is a problem 
is entirely subjective, but I don't believe many will argue 
that feeling guilty and embarrassed and ashamed every time 
the subject of sex is even brought up is not a problem that is 
going to prevent someone from functioning happily at some 
point in his or her life. 

If there is doubt over whether shame, guilt, or negative 
associations with sex are bad for people, in the next article 
I will talk about what some of the consequences of these 
associations are. 

All statistics are from the Henry J Kaiser Family 
Foundation. 

COUN5ELINC; CO~NE~: PLAN FO~ YOU~ PAPE~5 
By DR. PAT PONTO 
Director of Counseling 

Sixth week - and the big papers and 
presentations for the end of the quarter 
become a reality. How do you approach 
them in the least stressful way? 

Line up the due dates if you haven't 
done so already. Then, think through what 
each project requires: obtaining the research, 
reading the research and taking notes, 
outlirung the paper, writing the first draft, 
editing, and then preparing the fina1 draft 
with reference list. 

Try to be as realistic as possible in 

assessing how long each part of the project 
will require. If you usually run out of time, 
give yourself an appropriate extra chunk of 
time for each step. 

Now, look at your calendar and work 
backwards. If the paper is due 10'" week 
Wednesday, the final draft should be done 
Tuesday to avoid stress. That means, the fina1 
draft should be written the weekend before 
tenth week. If you keep backing up, 91h week is 
for the first draft and the editing, the weekend 
before can focus on reviewing the research 
notes and outlining the paper, so ?1h and 811> 

week become the weeks to obtain the books 

and articles and do the reading. It looks like 
it's time to start if you want to keep your stress 
in check! 

Many students report that they work better 
under pressure, or that it's just not possible for 
them to start a paper or presentation so early. If 
you truly do work better under pressure, good 
for you! But watch your stress levels and try 

to take care of yourself so that you don't get 
sick. 

If you are a student who feels it's usually 
not possible to start a paper early, t1tlnk about 
giving this alternative approach a solid try. It's 
surprising how much less stress is experienced 

if you plan a big project realistically and 
stick with your plan. Every time a worry 
about the paper pops into your head, you 
can remind yourself that you're on schedule 
and all is well. 

1ne other major benefit of this 
approach is that it's much easier to enjoy 
the process of writing and to investigate the 
topic thoroughly if the urgency of getting 
the paper done on time is not a fuctor. 
Rather than being another academic burden 
to slog through, writing a paper can become 
a satisfying learning experience and the 
final product can be a source of pride. 
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Beyond the Mitten: Out-of-State Students Share Their Journeys to -Kalamazoo 
By CARMEN WILSON 
Staff Writer 

Although the majority ofK students call Michigan (or at 
least the Midwest) home, some hail from places far beyond 
the mainland. 

Katie Weeks K'II comes to K from Hawaii. Her mom 
originally lived in Michigan, which is why Weeks searched 
for a college here. In the end, Weeks decided to attend based 
on K's study abroad program. 

Why would someone come to Kalamazoo from Hawaii? 
A place that receives inches upon inches of snow a year 
compared to a tropical climate? Weeks' answer: the size. She 
wanted to leave the island because it was so tiny. 

"For the two weeks before 1 left, 1 was going crazy," said 
Weeks. 

According to Eric Staab, Dean of Admissions, this year's 
out-of-state students compose more of the freshman class 
than previous years. One of these students, Kylie Shaw K'II, 
is from Kingfield, Maine. 

"My third- and fourth-grade teacher used to call me 
Kylie-lee from Kalama-zee," said Shaw. 

Shaw later discovered Kalamazoo was a real place and 
found the language program and study abroad to be a selling 
point. 

Takira Lytle K' 11 from Atlanta, is another first-year from 
a different part of the country. 

"I didn't want to be like everyone else and go to school 
nearby," said Lytle, who, six months ago, never heard of K. 
"It's such a big change. I never imagined myself going to 
Michigan." 

Other students often inquire Lytle, Shaw, and Weeks, 
asking why they decided to come to K, but they don't mind. 
''It's not their fault that everyone wants to ask the same 

question," said Weeks. 
"1 just think it's funny that everyone is like, 'Why'd you 

leave the South for a cold place up north?'" said Lytle. 
These students who venture far from home battle 

homesickness throughout the school year. 
"I miss home a lot, but I'm having such an awesome 

time that it's kind of overshadowed," said Weeks, who has to 
wait until weekends to call her family because of the six-hour 
time difference. 

Shaw, who did not apply to any schools in Maine, always 
knew she wanted to go out of state. She did, however, have 
the same worries as most students. 

"1 was worried about missing my friends, but once I met 
the soccer girls they reminded me of my old soccer team, so 
then I wasn't as worried," said Shaw, who plays soccer here 
atK 

For Weeks, LandSea helped smooth out the adjustment. 
"If I'd come straight to K from Hawaii, I would've gone 
through major culture shock," she said. 

Luckily, these students have connections nearby. Shaw 
has a sister in Illinois, and Lytle has a family friend in 
Michigan. 

"Hopefully 1 can go home for Christmas, but I can't 
swing Thanksgiving," said Lytle. 

As students accustomed to different regional cultures, 
there are many changes they face in their new state. 

"I'm fascinated by squirrels. They're a little bit scary," 
said Weeks. "Chipmunks are cute, too. We don't have 
those." 

Lytle anticipates her first sight of snow this coming 
winter. "I'll probably be the only person in Michigan who 
won't be sick of snow," she said. 

While Weeks saw snow when visiting her family in 

Michigan, she is by no means used to cold weather. "On a 
cold day in Hawaii it maybe gets down to the 60s, so I'm 
pretty sure I'll die ofhypotherroia here," said Weeks. 

Shaw, an avid snowboarder, described the landscape as 
one difference. ''I guess I took advantage of having mountains 
around." 

According to Lytle, people are friendlier in Georgia 
than in Michigan. ''Where I'm from, you take time out of 
your day to stop and talk. Now there's that space missing in 
conversation," she said. 

Weeks, on the other hand, feels Michiganders are much 
more phYSIcal than Hawaiians. 

"Another weird thing is hugging. In Hawaii you [only 1 
give someone a hug when you meet them. Shaking hands still 
feels weird to me!" 

Shaw and Weeks find amusement when students from 
Michigan point out on their hand where they are from. 

"When they do that, I point to the other side of the room 
and say, 'That's where I'm from,'" said Weeks. 

Weeks, however, finds parallels in popular culture. "My 
roommate and I both love Jack Johnson. He's from Hawaii so 
I've seen him live; he played at my school," she said. ''Being 
a teenager, it doesn't matter where you're from, we've all had 
the same experiences." 

The students do note the distinctive experiences they 
are having. "It's a different experience to have the comfort 
of family, a bedroom, and high school friends nearby," said 
Shaw. 

Despite lacking the comfort of home, Lytle takes 
advantage of the new opportunities K gives her. 

"It's getting a taste of freedom, not depending on anyone 
else and doing your own thing," said Lytle. "You have to go 
out and meet new people and create your own experiences." 

Why Are You Still Here? K Alumni Come Back to Campus 
By ROBYN MCBRIDE 
Staff Writer 

Coaches Laura Passage K'96 and Rob Passage K'93 may 
have never met if the threat of a hazardous gas leak in Severn 
in the summer of 1992 would have been true. 

"The firefighters came and cleared everyone out of 
Severn," Laura said. ''When they were clearing Rob and his 
suitemates out, they asked if anyone else lived there [in the 
basement of Severn 1 and since it was preseason and there 
weren't that many people there, he said no. But 1 was there, 
hanging out by myself in my suite, and had no idea this was 
going on. When I found out the next day, I thought, 'Thanks 
for trying to kill me!'" 

Despite this rough beginning, they soon became friends. 
As a senior, Rob was an economics major who participated 
in StuComm and studied abroad in Madrid for three months. 
That year he also led the basketball team as captain. As a 
freshman, Laura played for the soccer team. She completed 
her degree in psychology and participated in the New York 

Arts Program for journalism. 
The couple never had a class together until graduate 

school. Rob decided to take some time oft; working at a 
T-shirt printing company and as a part -time assistant coach 
for the K basketball team while Laura finished up her time at 
K Then they both received their master's degrees in sports 
administration at Western. After this, their lives headed in 
different directions. 

Laura decided to accept the position as a women's soccer 
coach at Western during the '97-'98 season. However, she felt 
it wasn't the same as K's soccer program. 

"I didn't like the Division 1 atmosphere," she said. ''Most 
of the athletes were doing it for scholarship money rather than 
for the sport." 

After deciding to leave Western's team, she moved to 
Memphis, where she was a youth-level coach for a year. When 
a position became available at Rhodes College, another small 
liberal arts school, she took the job and coached for the next 
five seasons there. Rob, however, remained in the Midwest 

Rob Passage 
K'93 

Laura Passage 
K'96 

Rob worked as the assistant coach for K's basketball 
team for six years after graduating, with a four-month break in 

Continued on page 7 
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SKWIRRELS By JAMES SPICA Laing Investigates Intervarsity 

~I ( 

I" 

S[ZWIRRELS 

"YOU'RE A DA Y LA TE H 

• 

HAPPY BELA TED HALLOWEEN KALAMAZOO! 

By AMELIA LAING 
Staff Writer 

As students at a liberal arts college, we'd 
all like to believe that we're good listeners 
and, above all, open-minded. And many 
of us are. So you can imagine my surprise 
to the reactions I got when I told people I 
would be "hanging out with the Christians," 
i.e. K's Intervarsity group. People reacted 
with incredulity and sometimes horror, as 
if I'd asked them to drop acid in the library 
bathroom. 

Because of these reactions, 1 was eager 
to learn more about this organization that is 
sometimes treated as alien. 

Tim McNinch K '99, campus staff 
in charge of Intervarsity, explained that 
"Intervarsity is similar to Intercollegiate, a 
movement comprised of several different 
universities." There are Intervarsity groups on 
about 800 U.S. college campuses. 

McNinch understood why some people 
would be reluctant to go to an Intervarsity 
event. 

"In a sense there's a little bit of a closed
ness towards things that are overtly Christian 
because Christianity's often been on the bad 
end of the oppression stick," he said . 

Yet, in spite of Christianity's bad rep, 
McNinch maintains that at K "there's an 
openness towards spirituality being a valid 
part of life." 

Hailing from militantly liberal Portland, 
Oregon, where the JC lovers don't get a lot 
of good press, I too was a bit hesitant about 
going to Intervarsity's discussion group. I 
soon realized 1 did not need to worry. 

McNinch handed out an excerpt from 
Luke, we read, and then discussed openly. 
There was no stone throwing, no forced 
baptism, and all attendants spoke with the 
serenity of the quietly convinced, and with a 
refreshing light-heartedness. 

Ben VanGelderen K '10, an active 
Intervarsity member, talked about what it is 
like to be part ofK's minority. 

"People assume that I'm super 
conservative because I'm Catholic and that I 
do everything that the church tells me." 

Echoing Marilyn Manson's infamous 
article on Jesus Christ's universality, McNinch 
said, "Jesus himself is full of surprises, he's 
not the uptight prick you'd expect him to be, 
and that's one of the things that I really want 
to bring out" 

McNinch stresses that Intervarsity is an 
inclusive, not exclusive group. 

"One thing I don't want Intervarsity 
to be is a Christian club," McNinch said. 
"[Intervarsity 1 is actually something where lots 
of different backgrounds can come together to 
explore 'Jesus brand' spirituality ... the main 
idea to us isn't who's in or who's out. It's more 
of what direction are we going together 

Chapel Chat: Get Your Act Together! (Or Not ... ) 
By MARY ELLEN ASHCROFT 
Kalamazoo College Chaplain 

A casual visitor to Kalamazoo College might look around 
at students, faculty and staff and say, "Wow, what lucky folks. 
They have this beautiful campus, great education. Kind of a 
bubble though. These people don't really have problems. This 
is not the real world." 

1 disagree. As Chaplain I get to hear people's stories. 
And I can tell you for sure that behind any facade, people at K 
College are strugg1ing, even suffering. I hear stories of sickness 
at home, of dying relatives, of depression, of addiction, of guilt 
about bad choices, of anxiety over health concerns - all of 
these are lurking just under the surface of lives here at K. 

So what? Here are several reasons to care: 
1. If you are struggling, anxious, feeling vulnerable, you 

are not alone. Sometimes it can feel like everyone else has his 
or her act together. just not you. NO ONE has his or her act 
together. When I was about thirty (twenty-five years ago), I 
started an informal study about this. While some may argue 
that it's not an entirely valid study, here are my observations. 

I'd meet someone who really impressed me, who seemed 
to have it together; 1 would think, "Aha! Here is the one." 
Then 1'd get to know the person, and inevitably find out that 
he or she, like the rest of the human race, was struggling and 
anxious. In fact, in twenty-five years, I've not met one person 
who isn't hurting in some way. 

So, we are all in this together. If you are open with others 
about your struggles, you'll find that you have opened doors 
for them to share with you. 

2. Sometimes we are afraid to talk to someone who is 
hurting. Let's say you hear that Miranda's brother is desperately 
sick. You think, "1 don't know what to say! I'm afraid I might 
say the wrong thing!" Or maybe you think you're supposed 
to say something really profound. Therefore, you ignore 
Miranda. However, the truth is people like Miranda, who are 
up to their ears in the manure of life, don't expect or want your 
wisdom on it. All they want is someone who will listen, offer 
a hug, and say, "I'm so sorry." That's all. 

3. As you are able to deal with our struggles in healthy 
ways - sharing with others, seeing a counselor, being real 

about the challenges - you may find yourself growing deeper 
and stronger. If you think about the great stories, characters 
grow as their story's plot thickens. They must learn with the 
help of other characters in order to deal with problems that 
arise. By the time Frodo gets to the Cracks of Doom he is a 
much deeper, more interesting character than he was back in 
the Shire. But he didn't do it alone: he couldn't have made it 
without the help of Sam. 

We don't choose our struggles, but they can become 
something we look back on as key growth points in our lives. 
In fact, in a variation on my study previously mentioned, I've 
also noticed that when I get to know people who have real 
depth and wisdom, but apparently have had easy lives, they 
will tell me about some hidden pain tllat they have had to 
overcome. 

So, cut yourself some slack. You don't have your act 
together, but hey, no one else does either. We're all in this 
together and the most we can do is listen and be there. In the 
end, some of the challenges we'd most like to avoid may be 
what shape us into the people we really want to be. 
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The New Quadstop: Students Crave Both Changes and Old Favorites 
By MARIAH FRYE 
Staff Writer 

Cramped in a small space somewhere beneath the 
cafeteria, the current Quadstop has nowhere to go but up. 

With limited access to reliable, sufficient electricity 
and water pipes, times have not been easy for Quadstop 
manager Mohamed Hedroug this quarter. 

"Homecoming was a disaster," recalls Hedroug. An 
electrical breakdown that weekend caused the coolers in 
the Quadstop to shut off, resulting in a loss of forty pints 
of Ben & Jerry's ice cream, fifty bottles of Odwalla juice, 

and all of the fresh made sandwiches and other refrigerated 
items. 

With the renovation of Hick's Center well underway 
however, Hedroug plans to take this K College snack shop 
to a new level upon its completion. 

"The food will be better than last year," he claims. 
Hedroug promises the return of the popular chicken fingers , 
as well as "a whole section of healthy food, like vegetarian 
choices and low-fat, low-calorie foods." Hedroug is also 
trying to get organic items. 

The Quadstop will continue to carry current favorites, 

includin&. Oreo shak.es Qdwalla juice and giant cookies. 
Though Hedroug was not entirely sure of the new 

venue's layout, he believes the new Quadstop will be far 
more open and bright than in previous years. Depending 
on the setup, Hedroug may be able to offer a wide varie~ 
of meal options and expanded business hours. "Wh:o 
knows," he says, "maybe we' ll be able to compete with 
the cafeteria." 

Several Quadstop frequenters were asked how they 
feel about the current Quadstop, and also what they would 
like to see in the new one. This is what they said: 

"I've been to the Quadstop three 
times this year, and my favorite thing 
to get is the chicken parmesan," says 
Amber. "I wish it was open a little 
later, like until 2:00 a.m. or so, and 
it would be nice if there were some 
tables and chairs to sit at and eat. 
When I come in here I'm usually 
stressed from homework, so music 
playing in the background would be 
nice, too." --Amber Peden K'JJ 

"I come in about twice a week," 
says Carson, "and I love the Oreo 
milkshakes." Of the new Quadstop, 
he says, " 1 think there should be 
more variety, and more fried food like 
they used to have. And definitely the 
chicken fingers. I would also love to 
have the ping pong and the foosball 
tables back." --Carson Lo K 'Ja 

"I come one or two times a week for a 
shake or the giant cookies. 1 love the sugar 
cookies, but they don't have them that 
often." Like others interviewed, Annie 
would like to see more variety and longer 
hours. "There needs to be more of an 
ambience. If it were comfy and relaxed I 
would come and do homework and hang 
out. Cafe style lunches, like paninis, pitas 
and wraps, would be nice, although 1 
usually come late at night or when I'm on 
the go." -Annie &himon K'Ja 

"We came a lot more last year, but not as 
much anymore," says Elliott "A smoothie 
bar would be awesome, with fresh fiuit, 
like Jama Juice. And student music would 
be sweet." Myers comes to the Quadstop 
primarily for the Odwalla juice, and claims 
that "it was easier to get to when it was 
upstairs." She agrees that student bands 
would be a great addition to the Quadstop, or 
"a computer that has iTunes, so there could 
be a student OJ of the night or something." 
-Barret My!!l'S and Elliott Wolfson K 'J a Photos/James Mickley 

Why Are You Still Here? Continued 
Continued from page 5 

which he moved to Kansas City to try to utilize his economics 
degree. After deciding that he would rather coach basketball, 
he took a position as a head coach for the University of 
Chicago's team for three seasons before coming back to K 
in 2002. 

"In our other jobs, we both had teams that were playing 
against K and that was very hard," Rob said. "It's hard to 
coach against a team that you wanted to win everything." 

Laura felt the same, which is part of the reason she took 
the position as the head women's soccer coach for K in 2005. 
"Rhodes is very similar to K, but being a Hornet, it's in my 
blood. It was the lull of 'going home' that brought me back to 
K," she said. 

When the couple married in 2004, they still had to decide 
if Laura should move back to Kalamazoo or if Rob should 

join her in Memphis. The decision to rejoin the K co=unity 
proved easy. 

"I had a great time here and I believe in what the school 
stands for," said Rob. "And as a coach I wanted to give the 
same opportunities that I had as a student athlete to the athletes 
on my team." 

Though both wanted to give back to the K co=unity 
that gave so much to them, they note many differences on 
campus, especially in terms of athletics. 

"Sports were so dominant back then that [even] people 
who 'didn't care' about sports would come out," said Laura. 
'There were three 'grunge' guys in Crissey that would come 
to the women's soccer games. They would put their hair in 
ponytails and dress up as cheerleaders and do funny things. 
There were a lot of students with a lot of pride for sports." 

Rob agreed, saying, 'The crowds aren't as big now and 
the success isn't as great [as before]. There's just so much more 

going on now between labs, exams, LACs and everything 
else. Back then it was fantastic that athletics were considered 
one of 'those' events that you had to go to, but now it's not the 
same. Students are asked to do so much more with the time 
that they have." 

Despite all of this, Rob and Laura are successful 
coaches that have fully integrated themselves back into the K 
co=unity. Having beenK students, athletes and coaches, they 
offer advice to K students today from many perspectives. 

"My advice to current K students is to relax. Do the 
best that you can and strive to have balance in your life. You 
shouldn't feel guilty for having some fun," said Rob. 

"Lighten up when it comes to the high levels of 
perfectionism that K students tend to display, because it only 
causes massive stress," said Laura. "And honestly, once you 
graduate, nobody else cares whether you got an A or B in 
bio." 

.. 
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Men's and Women's Cross Country Teams Reflect on 2007 Season 
By RACHEL UDOW 
Contributor 

The Men S Team: Low in number, high in spirit 

"I think the essence of this team is captured by ... Eric 
Wohlford's tingling sexual energy. There is this presence, 
which is represented by an individual and yet is plural, that 
radiates pulsating waves of enthusiasm and sweat, subtle and 
profound vibration, through each member of the team." 

Senior Michael Thompson's above characterization of the 
Men's Cross Country team illuminates the group's intimate 
bond. With only seven members, the team has developed a 
strong sense of cohesion and a distinct character. 

''I think that it works out pretty well that we kind of have 
a laidback atmosphere," said Coach David Dimcheff, a.k.a. 
'The Dimmer." "I ask a lot of both teams when it comes to 
putting ill miles. When I ask them to do a long run or some 
intervals, everyone gets pretty serious." 

The results of rigorous training showed at last Saturday's 
MIAA championship. Despite the gloomy weather and muddy 
terrain, most of K's runners came within a minute of their 
personal best 8k times. 

Senior Eric Wohlford led the team, finishing in 25'" place 
with a time of27:24. Thompson followed in 43n1, crossing the 
line at 28: 13. 

Sophomore Stefan Dylewski and freshman Elvin 
Caldwell also gave noteworthy performances. Both finished 
with exceptional home stretch kicks, ending in season-best 
times of28:34 and 32:21, respectively. 

'The younger team members are showing promise in both 
their leadership and their athletic talent," Wohlford said. 

According to Assistant Coach Jason Nicola~ the 
upperclassmen contributed to the younger runners' success in 
unexpected ways. 

'There's an interesting blend of intensity on a couple 
[younger] guy's parts and the laid-back attitude of [seniors] 
Mike and Eric," Nicolai said. 'They're showing that they can 
perform very well and still enjoy their trimester by having 
friends and being social." 

While each of the runners contributes different strengths 
to the team, all agree that "the Dimmer" is their ultimate source 
of wisdom and motivation. 

'The driving force behind the team is the big D [''the 
Dimmer'1," Wohlford said. "When he's not cleaning his 
apartment or watching episodes of The Next Generation, he's 
kicking our butts. Despite speculation about his secret identity, 
he's managed to be the heart of our team." 

The Women s Team: Bonding Through Challenges 

It should come as no surprise that neither Eric Wohlford's 
sexual energy nor the legacy of ''the Dimmer" defined the 
2007 Women's Cross Country team. Rather, team members 
looked to each other as they negotiated a season marked by 
transition. 

The seniors came back to a new coach as Dimcheff took 
over last fall while most of them were abroad. Additionally, the 
seniors met last spring and decided to eliminate the institution 
of captains in favor of sharing the leadership responsibilities 
normally reserved for one or two individuals. 

''I thought [not having captains] worked really well," said 
senior Melissa Moore. "When you wanted to step back from 
doing something for the team, you could, because there were 
ten other women to step up .. .it was really refreshing." 

According to senior Rachel Brainerd, not having captains 
also presented unique challenges for upperclassmen. 

"At moments [it] did make things difficult just because 
you had eight to ten girls trying to do different things," she 
said. ''It also really challenged us to always be aware of what 
was going on. We were all trying to invest in what we were 
doing because we knew that what we put in was what we were 
going to get out." 

The results from last Saturday's meet indicate that the 
investments of the whole team, not just the upperclassmen, 
paidofI 

Sophomore Jillian Mclaughlin led the team with a 6k 
timeof23:27.Herninth-placefinisheamedAll-MIAASecond 
Team Honors. 

Moore followed, finishing 32"" in 25:08, a full minute and 
forty seconds faster than her race last year. 

Freshmen Collin Brummel and Beth Ansa\di finished in 
26:00 and 26:59. Both finished in the top eight and will travel 
to Grand Rapids for Regiona1s next weekend. 

Many individuals had standout performances; however, 
said Dimcheff, 'The whole women's team can be proud of 
what they did on Saturday." Nearly all of the runners improved 
their places from the MIAA Jamboree. As a result, they closed 
the 70-point gap that separated Kalamazoo from St. Mary's at 
the Jamboree by 51 points. 

"People [made] great improvements performance-wise," 
said Nicolai. "Especially some of the freshmen made really 
good strides. This was mainly due to the seniors. They taught 
them how to take it easy when they're supposed to take it easy 
- training hard but also knowing your limits." 

Nicolai also spoke to the character and cohesiveness of 
the women's team. 

'The girls who finish first, as soon as they're done, they 
head back out on the course to cheer on the rest of the team," 
he said. "You don't necessarily see that on other teams." 

The support goes both ways. 
'The whole team showed up on the first day of practice 

afIer Conference when only the top eight were required. It 
speaks to their team unity, how they bonded together," Nicolai 
said. 

Even consistently injured runners felt close to the team. 
Senior Eva Melstrom credits her teammates and coaches for 
helping her stay connected. 

"After I got injured I struggled with that whole dynamic 
of feeling part of the team, but there were people on the team 
who tried their best to include me," she said. "Even Dimmer 
was saying, 'I want you at every race; I would expect you to be 
there. ' He's an understanding and concerned coach." 

Me\strom and teammate Lindiio\y Davis, who was also 
unable to race this season, attended the Conference meet to 
cheer on the team. 

Davis cheered so loud that her Olce was still hoarse the 
following Monday. 

TED'S BRIEFS 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 
Sports Editor 

Holding a 38-2 shot advantage, 
Kalamazoo flat out embarrassed the Thunder 
at the final regular season home match of the 
season. 

held up a strong wall the entire game, earning 
a 2-0 shutout. While even in offense shots, 
AlbIOn put two goals in the back of the net 
while the Hornets could not score. 

their final three matches and five of their 
last six, the Kalamazoo volleyball team 
(11-20,5-11 MIAA) firushed seventh in the 
conference. 

Womells Soccer: Best Finish Since 2001 

After how strongly the Hornets 
stormed into the postseason, it's hard to 
believe they could have lost a game. Last 
Wednesday, Oct. 24, the women's soccer 
team (11-5-2, 6-3-1 MIAA) stomped on 
Tri-State University 9-0 to enter the MIAA 
Tournament. 

Senior captain Aliza Caplan scored three 
of the team's goals, earning a hat trick. The 
team wrnpped up the season in a three-way 
tie for second place. and began the postseason 
last Saturday, Oct. 27. 

In that match, the Homets came away 
with a 3-1 victory over Adrian College. 

The victory propelled the Horoets to 
a fourth straight home match against the #3 
seed Albion College on Tuesday. Oct. 30. 

Unfortunately, the Britons' goalkeeper 

"We have a lot of starters returning next 
year," said junior captain Sarah Amosky. "The 
team chemistry will stay consistent." 

The Hornets say goodbye to five seniors 
this season, but look forward to the future with 
a strong lineup. 

Volleyball Endf Season With Losses 

The high points of the 2007 volleyball 
season did not come at the end. After dropping 

For the second time this season, the 
Hornets took league-leading Calvin College 
to five games, but still could not pull out the 
victory. 

Kalamazoo lost to Hope College in 
the MIAA tournament Tuesday, Oct 30 to 
finish the 2007 campaign. 

Kalamazoo won the most games this 
season since 2004. However, a rough finish 
for the third straight year prevented the team 
from moving up in the rankings. 
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What Exactly Are We Throwing Away? 
By LISA PHILLIPS 

News Editor 

IN THIS ISSUE 
SHAKESPEARE WITH A SPIN 
It's not just a man's job anymore 

As students soaked in the 
gorgeous scenery and pleasant 
atmosphere of Fall Fest, some 
members of K's community 
enjoyed the beautiful outdoors in 
a rather different way 

"We wanted to raise 
consciousness about what we 
are recycling on campus," said 
Recycling Department member 
Dave Froelich. 

Commingle (discarded glass, 
plastic and metal) was the highest 

percentage of recyclable material 
found, making up 28 percent of 
the total waste. 

Food waste was the second THE MEDIA'S REAL MESSAGE 
most prevalent item, with 23.5 Exploring the implications of advertisements 

- by sifting through 
trash. 

The K College 
Recycling Department 
spent their afternoon 
auditing the garbage 
in most of the campus 
outdoor trash cans, 
called "squirrel boxes." 

Final results: 41 
percent of the waste 
in the trash cans was 
found to be recyclable. 

Wearing lab 
coats and gloves, 
the Recycling team 
separated the recyclable 
goods from the mass 
of garbage to see what 
exactly K College 
throws away. 

Continued on page 4 A NEW CAMPUS SOUND 

Photo/Koma! Chu~htai 
Rose Grose K'08 prepares to d.ive in and uncover how much of our trash is recy
clable as part of a recent trash aud.it. 

Photo 
of'the 
weeK 
This photo was taken 

near Lake Michigan 

during a much-needed 

sixth week study break. 

Photo/Koma! Chughtai 

Profile of Acabellas and Premium Orange 

HISTORY OF CRISSEY HALL 
Find out why it's so suite 

BASKETBALL GEARS UP 
Preview ofmen's and women's teams 

ACLU Branches Out to K 
New group on campus spreads 
awareness, plans events 
By ALEX MORGAN 

Staff Writer 

When American Civil 
Liberties Union's (ACLU) 
Legal Director Michael J. 
Steinberg came to Kalamazoo 
in September to deliver a 
Constitution Day lecture, 
Kammy Webb K'IO walked 
IOto the Olmstead Room 
having no idea that she would 
be leading the newest student 
organization on campus. 

"At the beginning of his 
talk he said there was not an 
ACLU group on campus and 
there should be one," said 
Webb. "I said he was right." 

The ACLU stands 
to defend civil liberties, 
specifically the Bill of Rights. 
The main goal of the ACLU 
group is to spread awareness 
of civil liberties violations and 

supportive oftheACLU, Webb 
noted the importance of having 
such a group on campus. In a 
matter of weeks, K College's 
ACLU group started meeting 
on a regular basis. 

"Civil liberties and 
civil rights are under an 
unprecedented attack today," 
said Steinberg. "However, 
if students and others raise 
awareness and take action, 
I'm confident that we will be 
able to preserve the freedoms 
and constitutional values that 
make this country great." 

While the group has 
only been around for about a 
month, they have successfully 
organized their first event. 
Last week, approximately 
fifteen students went off 
campus to the Kalamazoo 10 
movie theatre to see the film 

promote the protection of civil "Rendition" hosted by the 
liberties. 

Growing up in a home Continued on page 3 
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VJ. 
~ 
U 

Name. Matt Benoit 

Occupation Visiting 
professor in biology, 
first year 

Z What made you decide 
to come to K? The 

~ faculty seemed really 
~ great and I attended a breakfust with students 

~ 
who were majoring in Biology. They were 
all very enthusiastic, nice. and interesting. 
You could tell that they took their education Z seriously. 

~ Where did you attend wuJergraduate and 
~ graduate school? Carlton College for Wldergrad 
'"'--l...; and Yale for grad school. 

~ Why didyou major in biology? I h.1d a high 
~ passion for evolution and started out in human 

a evolUtiOn, then branched out to paleontology. 

Why did you want to become a teacher? I 

U started teaching Swahili classes at Carlton after 
I studied abroad in Tanzania I also really enjoy 

~ researching and without teaching about the 
'"'--l...; research, the research seems pointless. 

What well? your thoughts about your experiellce VJ. abroad? Studying abroad changed the course 
~ of my life; well it more so gave me a course. 
~ In those five months I experienced and learned 

V :::Uim~:~a::~offie~ith dead or 

~ alive, and wltat would you talk about? 
~ I would have coffee with Albert Einstein and 

1 talk to him about his theories on religion and 
~ science, about the beauty in both and also his 
~ feelings towards having his brain preserved. 

How do you like K so far? I am loving it, I'm 
having a great time. 

What is your favorite paJ1? The atmosphere-it is 
welcoming, fiiendly, and purpose-driven. 

Least favorite pal1? The seats in the Dungeon theatre 
were a little Wlcomfortahle, but the show "Waiting for 
Godo~' was great 

HolV lvould you describe yourselj? Well-intentioned, 
enthustaStic. 

What is your favorite TlumksgMng dish? The stuffing. 

-Alexa Lindsay K '08 
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Berthel Helps All-Female Cast Delve into Masculine Roles for 
Upcoming Production of Shakespeare's Hamlet 
By MARIAH FRYE 
Staff Writer 

Searching for "love, lust, sorrow, 
laughter, murder, revenge, family, 
blood-thirst, and the meaning of 
life" in all the wrong places? 

Search no more, friends. Hamlet 
is coming to the Balch Playhouse, 
and according to leading actor 
Emily Harpe K '08, it promises to 
vanquish any emotional longing. 

But that's not all. Unlike 
Shakespeare's era of all-male casts, 
K's production features an entirely 
female cast. 

"Doing it with an all-female cast 
shows that we are just as capable, 
and lets us reclaim a right to art that 
we were denied back then," said 
Harpe, who will perform the role of 
Hamlet. 

"The casting won't affect 
the story at all, but I think the 

interpretation will be a little 
different," she said. "Smce 
women have dramatically 
different experiences of the world 
compared to men, the characters 
will likely come across through a 
different angle." 

Karen Berthel, Professor 
of Theatre Arts, performance 
teacher and acting coach at K, is 
directing the production. Berthel 
is a founding member of The 
Queen's Company in New York 
City, an all-female company 
performing classical plays. This 
year's fall quarter production fits 
Berthel like a glove. 

"Karen is amazing to work 
with," said Harpe. "She has an 
other-worldly gift for taking me 
through just the right exercises to 
pull out energy and truth I didn't 
even know was there." 

Karen 's concept for the play is, 
"'women reveling in their strength 
and creativity, '" said Harpe. "She is 
the perfect person to direct this." 

Harpe reports that actors playing 
the production's male characters are 
enjoying exploring their new gender 
roles. 

"The cast gets along great as a 
group, and since we have to stay in 
our male physicality and vocalization 
from the moment we set foot in the 
theatre, we try to bond in as manly a 
way as possible ... " 

Sounds like a crotch-grabbing 
good time to me. 
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Culture Jamming at K: Students Examine Media's Manipulation 
By LAUREN MORAN 

Heather Weatherly K' I O. 
StalfWriter 

This quarter, K students have begun their own form 
of protest against mass media through culture jamming. 

According to Wikipedia, culture jamming can 
include "clever billboard modifications, Google
bombing, flash mobs, and fake parking tickets for SUVs." 

"I just hope K students start to realize what 
advertisers are really saying about sex and women and 
gender roles and can learn to recognize when it's being 
fed to them. I hope that then they can choose to disregard 

Culture jamming is a "global network of artists, 
activists, writers, pranksters, students, educators and 
entrepreneurs" working to shift the way people live in 
the 21 fl century. These people employ various measures 
toward this goal, including protests and a form of counter
advertisements and articles, according to Adbusters.com, 
an organization founded upon these ideas in the late 
'80s. 

Professor Emily Lenning's students have been 
studying the media and decided to create their own form 
of culture jamming. Lenning had the students combine 
their creativity and ideas about the media to "talk back to 
the ads" through counter-advertisements, which expose 
some of biases that are common in modem ads. 

"It helps [the students] to take the feelings they have 
about the media, specifically the Idea that they are idiots 
or have been duped, [and] it allows them the opportunity 
to confront the media, corporate, or harmful images," 
said Lenning. 

Naseem Mazloom K'09 finds the mass media to 
be incredibly flawed. "Keyword: mass. Advertisements 
attemptto push an ideal that supposedly represents society 
as a whole. The trouble is that only a small percentage 
of the population actually fits that ideal," Mazloom said. 
"The majority of people, on the other hand, are just trying 
to become part of this thing that they think everyone else 
is in on, when no one really is. Ads hype up an image for 
us to strive for and we buy into it because, for the most 
part, these are the only images we have." 

Although some may 
find this behavior to be 
inappropriate, Mazloom 
thinks that "sometimes 
destruction is the highest 
form of innovation." 

Weatherly is unsure 
of the ideal way to 
protest the mass media, 
but looks for the most 
unforgettable methods. 
"I don't know if this is 
the most effective way 
to convey my message, 
but I know it is one of the 
more memorable. We are 
using the same techniques 
that advertisers use 
to our advantage. Not 
everyone who sees one 
of these posters will fully 
understand the cultural 
and social implications of 
its message, but everyone 
will absorb it the same 
way they do other ads. 
Hopefully, some of it will 
eventually hit home," she 
said. 

Photo/James Mickley 
One student's interpretation and modification ofa mainStream ad
vertisement, which may be seen on the third /loor of the library. 

what is harmful," said 
Weatherly. 

Some students do 
not think that they will 
continue to create counter
ads after the class but will 
attempt to incorporate what 
they have learned into their 
everyday lives. 

"I can't say that my 
culture jamming will be 
a conscious effort. It's 
something I just sort of 
do anyway. I mean, who 
hasn't seen a commercial 
and commented about how 
ridiculously insensitive or 
offensive it was? I think 
as long as we're open to 
confronting these issues, 
we will be more likely to 
do just that," Mazloom 
said. 

Others hope to 
continue wilb the creative 
aspect of the cause. "I 
would love to continue 
doing this. Class opened 

Many of the students in Lenning's class have found 
the jamming to be important and hope to spread the 
word. "Culture jamming is important because it shows 
the audience in words or images what is not written but 
is still very present in the ads they absorb every day. It 
puts a layer of truth on top of what is advertised," said 

Lenning wants these counter-ads to help K students 
become more critical consumers. "I'm hoping what some 
of my students are learning will filter out to those [aren't 
in the class]," she said. 

my eyes to the method but not to the cause. I have always 
been interested in what the media is really saying and 
been very vocal about why I don't agree with most of it," 
said Weatherly. 

The counter-ads can be viewed on the third floor of 
Upjohn Library and, according to Lenning, they will stay 
up for as long as possible. 

Weatherly agrees and wants K students to look more 
critically at ads to see the true messages. 

New Branch of ACLU Connects K to National Issues, Advocacy 
Continued from page 1 

regional chapter of the ACLU 
"What the local chapter did was 

hold an ACLU benefit," said Webb. 
'Theyal ohadanACLUrepresentative 
there to talk about rendition and how 
horrible It IS and what the ACLl' IS 
doing to stop it." 

Profes. or Dan Lipson says there 
arc many benefits to working with 
the local chapter. Lipson IS aCllve 10 

the local ACLl." and serves as a board 
member for the southwest branch of the 
ACLIJ of Michigan. 

"It Will be great to have connections 
between the campus ACLU leadership 
and the loca and regional ACU .. 
advocacy," satd Lipson. 

The ACLU group hope to host 
.imllar e~ ents on their own. One 
such event will be a "lobby day" on 
November 17 at noon. The location will 
be announced closer to the event date. 

"We Will be dOlOg general lobby 
training that Will hopefully be open to the 
whole campus community." said Webb. 
"[Former state legislator] Mary Brown 
will be there and I am very excited about 
that." 

Also, an event wi.1 be held thiS 
quarter in conjunction with POWER, 
Webl> said. [he groups will be showmg 
an ACLl., Video about women's right· 
and are currently trying to get several 
professors to speak about women's nghts 

issues. Next quarter, the group hopes 
to focus on the issue of racial justice 

Other InItiatives planned for 
the next quarter are educating the 
campus With various speakers and 
circulating petitions regarding raCial 
Justice issues, Webb said. The group 
IS also 100klOg into genlOg the Black 
Student Organization on board with 
the events. 

The ACLU group meets Monday 
evenings at 9'30 pm in DeWaters. 
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Acabellas and Premium Orange Create a New Voice on Campus 
By MEGAN O'NEILL 
Staff Writer 

Subdividing, a teIm common to 
musicians, is the process of dividing each 
long note into its smallest beats - it helps 
musicians stay on beat when they have to bold 
a long note. 

Division into smaller parts, but with a 
greater goal in mind, is exactly what the new 
K College a cappella groups - one women's 
and one mixed - are all about Whether it's 
dividing into sections, into genders, or into 
soloists, cborus, and percussion, these singers 
weave their parts back together with amazing 
results. 

A cappella is a fOIm of singing that 
involves no instruments. Even the percussion 

is provided vocally. 
The new a cappella groups on campus 

started as a group of friends singing together 
last spring: Rachel Silander K'lO, Clare 
Lindley K'la, and Briana Scales K'la, 
contacted music professor and a cappella 
specialist Josh DuChan at the department fair 
this fall. 

'They wanted direction - they wanted 
to make things happen," DuChan said. 

After fall auditions, 1 a women comprised 
the a cappella group and adopted a group 
name: Acabellas. Another group, known as 
Premium Orange, accepted six men and seven 
women. People from all musical hackgrounds 
were accepted, including some in cboir and 
some who with no experience singing with a 

group. 
Scales and Silander co-direct both the 

Acabellas and Premium Orange. The reason 
they love a cappella is that "it's a repertoire 
thing," said Scales. 

"We needed an outlet, basically," said 
Silander, who feels non-classical music is 
neglected at K. 

Their repertoire includes mostly pop and 
rock. Most of the arrangements they will sing 
this quarter are existing arrangements. Some 
srudents plan to arrange pieces for winter 
quarter. 

DuChan said that K a cappella bas a 
major advantage over other college a cappella 
groups. 

"I've found K students to be really 

dedicated, and I think that makes a difference, 
because they're in it for fun," be said. 

DuChan received a grant to host an 
invitational concert next quarter. Two groups 
from the University of Michigan will be 
performing in addition to the Acabellas and 
Premium Orange. Some of the K students 
have already participated in a conference at 
U of M, and are building a good rapport with 
those groups, according to DuChan. 

With sucb a strong start, K a cappella 
could tum out to be more than the sum of its 
smallest parts. 

K's new a cappella groups will give their 
debut perfoImance along with the choir's fall 
quarter concert on Wednesday, Nov. 14"', at 8 
p.rn. 

Trash Audit Calls K College Community's Recycling Habits Into Question 
Continued from page 1 

pounds and around 24 percent of the total waste. 
7 percent of the trasb was paper, and 6 percent was 

cardboard, amounting in 38.5 total pounds of recyclable 
material. 

Recoverable waste was separated and recycled, and 
the data helped show wbere K students and faculty can 
improve their recycling habits. 

Since plastic and Styrofoam waste was high, 
Froeltch advocated using reusable cups and mugs instead 
of plastic ones. Another way to lower these numbers IS 

to use the many recycling stations on campus, which 
have bIDS for plastic recyclables. Styrofoam materials 

can also go in these bins as long as they are properly rinsed 
out. 

When someone throws these materials in the wrong 
trash bin, the Recycling Department has a hard time 
recovering them. 

"When recyclables do get mixed in with the trash, it is 
hard to salvage them, so they end up being discarded a lot 
of times," Froelich said. 

K College currently has no way to process food waste, 
but a large composting unit would solve this problem, 
while also conserving landfill space and creating fertile 
soil. Froelich mdicated this was a possibility for the future, 
but currently no plans have been made. 

Although the campus is fairly active witb recycling, 

there is always room for improvement. 
"We're pushing recycling as hard as we can - we 

audited everytbing and results are getting better since 
we've been keeping track of the data," he said. 

The Recycling Department is active in many other 
ways on campus. The basement of Dewaters includes a 
resource exchange program, where students can reuse 
discarded school supplies for free. Also, events later in 
the year, such as Recyclemania and DOIm StOIm, aim to 
energize Kalamazoo about recycling 

Froelicb looks forward to further auditing to 
unprove the college's recycling methods and habits. 
"We might do it again - it was a great way of checking 
how we were doing," he said. 

Photo/Komal Chughtai 
According to a recent audit, 41 percent of Kalamazoo College's trash was found to be recyclable, amounting to 38.5 pounds of recyclable material. 
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By MARY CORCORAN 
Staff Writer 

When Crissey Hall first opened 
in 1967 it was an all male dorm. 
However, the building was named 
in honor of a woman: Maria Jane 
Williams Crissey. 

Brothers Oreb T. Crissey, class of 
1899, and W. Roy Crissey endowed 
the $670,000 building costs in 
memory of their late mother. Oreb 
Crissey went on to establish a life 
income agreement with the College, 
providing an additional gift of almost 
$500,000. In 1969, he died at the age 
of ninety-four. 

Gracie Mansion, and, of course, Crissey 
Hal!. 

According to a past issue of The 
Index published on October 6"', 1967, 
"Crissey Hall is, in the words of one 
articulate sophomore, 'kinda plush'''. 
This issue of The Index also noted that, 
"most of the 102 boarders agree that it is 
the nicest hall on campus". Unlike today, 
the dorms at this time were divided 
by gender, and the different lounges 
featured distinct color schemes. 

Many on campus still believe 
Crissey Hall is the place to be. 

"There are a few things that are 
really nice about Crissey," said Katja 
Samati K' I O. "It's not directly in the 
middle of campus. It feels a little more 
private and a bit more independent." 

Crissey Hall was dedicated on 
the morning of October 21", 1967. 
In attendance was the dormitory's 
renowned architect, Edward "Red" 
Coe Embury of New York City. A 
Princeton graduate, most of Embury's 
artfully crafted buildings are located 
on the East Coast. He is responsible 
for the current design of New York's 
Children's ZOO in Central Park, 

Crissey Hall is also known around 
campus for its more social suite-style 
living quarters. Students are often 
seen in the lounges and in the basement 
kitchen. 

Photo/Kalamazoo College Archives 
Oreb T. Crissey, Class of 1899, poses with his first-year class in 1896. Crissey and 
brother W. Roy endowed Crissey Hall in 1967 in memory of their late mother. 

"Crissey has a really good kitchen. 
It's loaded with all the equipment you 

could possibly need to cook anything," 
said Samati. 

Over forty years since the building's 

completion, Crissey Hall is still known 
as a campus hotspot. Maybe not 
"kinda plush," but certainly "chill". 

Why Are You Still Here? K Alumni Come Back to Campus 
By ROBYN MCBRIDE 
Staff Writer 

Like many students, Robin Rank K' 84 was unsure 
of what to study when she first arrived at K. She first 
contemplated anthropology, but after taking a sculpture 
class with Bernard Palcbick, Rank decided to major in 
art. Rank went on to use her degree to stuff futons, among 
many other things, before returning to campus in 2001. 

"In the years between my bachelor's degree in studio 
art from K in 1984 and starting Library School, I worked 
at many different jobs, some more satisfying than others. I 
was a waitress, I worked in retail, stuffed futon mattres es, 
and was a metal finisher in a bronze casting foundry," 
Rank said. "For me, finding employment related to my 
background in art was a real challenge, and finally a friend 
suggested that I try Library Schoo!." 

Library School proved a great fit for Rank as she 
obtained her degree in Library Science from the University 
of Michigan 10 1997. Two years later, Rank found 
herself back at K working as a Reference and Instruction 
Librarian. This job allowed Rank to fulfill her goal of 
helping students. 

"While I was in Library School, I realized that 
for me, the most fulfilling aspects of being a librarian 

are helping people find the information they need, and 
teaching students how to research," she said. 

Upon Rank's return to the campus she noted many 
changes from when she was a student. 

"Life was pretty different then [in the 1980s]. There 
were no cell phones, no cable TV, no internet, just a few 
desktop computers on campus. I wrote all my papers on 
a typewriter," she said. "Very few students had cars, and 
most students lived on campus. Parking was plentiful 
compared to today." 

As Rank put it, she was a student on the "old 
academic calendar," but, like all other K students, she 
did a SIP. As a student, Rank studied abroad in Bogota, 
Colombia. 

"The culture and socIety there was so different from 
Kalamazoo. I learned a great deal about being in another 
culture," Rank said, "My transforrnative experience was 
finally dreaming in Spanish." 

As a K alum and faculty member, Rank offers advice 
to current K students, "There's so much going on in the 
world today, and so many opportunities. Think about how 
you want to spend your life, what you want to do every 
day, and then find out what jobs and careers will give you 
the opportunity to do the work that interests you most." Robin Rank K'84 

5 
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rH£ S£X FlUS: It's Just a Joke ... Or Is It? A Look at What Makes Us Laugh 
By MICAH SMITH 
Staff Writer 

So, in a joint effort to reduce 
the general stress of seventh week 
"mid-tenns," and to recover from 
a memory lapse in writing a real 
article, 1 have decided to fill this 
week's article with entertainment 

Tuming up the heat 

So, there was this couple who 
had been married for 50 years. 
They were sitting at the breakfast 
table one morning when the old 
gentleman said to his wife, "Just 
think, honey, we've been married 
for 50 Years." 

"Yeah," she replied, "Just 
think, fifty years ago we were 
sitting here at this breakfast table 
together." 

"1 know," the old man said, 

"We were probably sitting here naked 
as jaybirds fifty years ago." 

''Well,'' Granny snickered, 
''What do you say ... should we get 
naked?" Where upon the two stripped 
to the buff and sat down at the table. 

"You know, honey," the little 
old lady breathlessly replied, "My 
nipples are as hot for you today as 
they were fifty years go." 

"1 wouldn't be SUIprised," 
repliedGramps. "One's in yourcoffee 
and the other is in your oatmeal!" 

Give me a sign 

ArOlmd 2 AM, a deaf man and 
his deaf wife flicked on the lights in 
their bedroom. They jumped to either 
side of the bed and started signing to 
each other how frustrated they were 
with the whole situation 

The man signed, "1 can't stand 

this. 1 never know what you want 
without turning the lights on" 

"1 feel the same," she signed 
back. ''We should come up with a 
system of communication in the dark 
so that we can know what we want 
without any stress." 

They crossed their arms and 
fimowed their brows. Finally the 
woman signed, "OK., when you want 
sex reach over and squeeze my left 
breast and if you don't, squeeze my 
right" 

The man replied, "Great. And if 
you want sex reach over and pull on 
my penis once and if you don't, pull 
on it .. fifty times." 

Cocktails in the Cockpit 

Jerry Falwell was seated next 
to President Clinton on a recent 
flight. After the plane took off, the 

flight attendant came around for 
drink orders. The President asked 
for a whiskey & soda, which the 
flight attendant brought and placed 
before him. 

The attendant then asked 
the minister if he would also like 
a drink. The minister replied in 
disgust, "Ma'am, I'd rather be 
savagely raped by a brazen whore 
than let liquor touch these lips!" 

The President then handed 
his drink back to the attendant and 
said, ''I'm sorry, 1 didn't know 
there was a choice ... " 

Two points of view 

At a marriage retreat, Amy 
and John were told to individually 
write a sentence using the words 
sex and love. Amy wrote: "When 
two mature people are passionately 

AF,..ican Stadies Lectare 
NoV I</th, </:OO'pM to 5:00 'pM 
OlMsted ,f"ooM 

and deeply in love with one 
another and respect each other 
very much, just like John and 
I, it is spiritually and morally 
acceptable for them to engage in 
the act of sex with one another." 
And John wrote: "I love sex." 

Now, hopefully you 
have enjoyed, at least mildly, 
these jokes. However, if you 
haven't and the reason is that 
you find them, in combination, 
to be extremely sexist and 
heterosexist, it is important 
to understand that 1 am aware 
of this. They are so limited in 
scope due to the limited variety 
of jokes available. Our socicty 
is heterosexist and sexist -
not acceptable, but the truth. 
We should still laugh, but we 
should always know why we are 
laughing. 

d?C-OM;n:J Events 
r:JhI iy OaShlC1ne 5.eMber,e 
No./eh1ber 13th, </:OO'phI to 5:00'phl 
Conna6le /(eeital'l/ail 

The Africa Studies Program presents "Borom Sarret," a film by Ousmane Sembene, on 
Tuesday, November 13, at4 PM in the Connable Recital Hall. Sernbene is one of the greatest 
literary scholars in Africa and is considered to be the father of African film. The film will be 
followed by a roundtable discussion which will feature Dr. Mariam Konate Derne (African 
Studies, Western Michigan University), Dr. Jan Solberg. Professor of French, and Dr. Henry 
Cohert Profes.wr of French. 

The Afhcan Studies Program presents Dr. Cecil Blake, Chair, Africana 
Studies Department, Umversity of Pittsburg. Professor Blake will lecture on the 
topic "Afncan Stereotypes: In Whose Generation Will They Die in the West?" Dr. 
Blake is an expert on Communication Art and he is the author of several scholarly 
books and journal articles on society and culture in Africa and America. Please 
direct all questions regarding this event to Dr. Joseph Bangura, Director of African 
Studies. 

rree Zh1'pro./ Concert 
No./eh1k 13th, -:;':OO'phI to <;;:OO'phI 
Conna6/e /(edtal'l/ail 

Vorpmi!Janana, the College's new improvisation ensemble, presents a free concert of 
irnproVlSl.'<! rnllSlC at 7 PM on Tuesday, November 13, in the Connable Recital Hall. All are 
welcome. Pleao;e bring percussion instruments (tin cans, wash boards. etc.) to join in the 
Grand Finale. 

])oeah1edaty on t:6etan ,f"e.f'ars 
No./eh1ber 13th, <;;:OO'phI to 9:15'phl 
])=.)1'''3 103 

Every year, thou<;ands of Tibetan retiIgecs escape fibet crossing Nangpa-La Pas, on 
foot. nle College Democrats will show a film documenting inCident' of Tibetan refugees 
bemg killed by the Chinese border soldiers. nle short doclUllentary film will be followed by 
discussion. 
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Chapel Chat: Placating Perfectionism in Ourselves 
By KATIE WISE 

Student Chaplain 

I admit it: I am not perfect. However, I have tried 
most of my life to attain this elusive trait. In school, 
perfection was the A+ on school papers, the rousing 
conversations I'd start in class, and, most importantly, 
making it all look natural and easy. 

Around 7" week last year it seemed I had attained 
perfection; my papers were filled with comments such 
as "good point" and "excellent," I could debate my 
seminar group to the ground, and I walked around 
campus seemingly un fazed. 

What isn't in this picture is the fact that I wasn't 
really living. I didn't celebrate my birthday because 
I didn't have any real friends. I spent my midterms 
surviving on cbocolate and coffee alone, and I had 
directed so much energy into projecting this display 
of confidence that I stopped paying attention to myself 
and my surroundings 

As Karen Boatwright said at the "Anxiety 

and Imperfection" Jama, in the process of keeping 
appearances many perfectionists hide the imperfections 
that make them most human and relatable - those very 
qualities that allow us to share our lives with others. 

For me, perfectionism was incredibly isolating; my 
efforts to appear a certain way kept me from relating 
to people. By the middle of winter quarter of last year, 
this sense of isolation was leading me into a deep 
depression. Ask any self-realized perfectionist and 
you'll often find that their perfectionism is related to 
anxiety and depression, as their need to hide feelings 
of inadequacy increases their anxiety and depreciates 
their sense of self-worth, forcing them to cover it WIth 
isolating silence. 

My depression mixed with perfectionism to form 
a sort of paralysis. In my mind, I had an ideal script of 
how life was supposed to be, but also the knowledge 
that it would never run exactly that way. I began to 
give up on many things because I knew they would 
never be done accord with my inner script. 

Tbis inner inertia interfered with my life to the 
point where I sought help from the Counseling Center. 
It was there that I recognized what it was that my 
perfectionism allowed me to hide from. There were 
many unstable points in my childhood tbat I felt I 
needed to make up for by being excellent as a student 
- things that made me think I had to constantly prove 
I was all right, that what happened didn't matter. 

By recognizing that what happened to me matters, 
and dealing with it, I'm taking my life back from its 
exacting script. I'm also working on changing my 
views of success, especially in terms of learning. I'm 
looking back to a time when I was little, a time when 
there weren't any A +s and every mistake was all right 
as long as it was a learning experience. 

I'm certainly not perfect in regards to my addressing 
perfectionism; occasionally I still find myself writing 
inner scripts of how things should be, but I am easier 
on myself because I know I'm constantly learning 
about life and about myself. 

Frelon, SASAFall into Step SKWIRRELS By JAMES SPICA 
By JILLIAN MCLAUGHLIN 
Features Editor 

Next Wednesday, Frelon and 
Students Against Sexual Assault 
(SASA) will host "Step Forward," an 
event to raise awareness about sexual 
assault. 

SA SA member and Frelon dancer 
Stephanie Ong K'08 said, "It's 
important for people to come because 
a lot of people believe it doesn't affect 
them and it will never happen to them, 
but it does happen. The best way to 
prevent it is to learn about it." 

The show features six dances, 
each depicting a different emotional 
reaction from the survivor's pre-assault 
feelings through the recovery process. 
The dances compose half of the show. 
The rest of "Step Forward" consists 
of speakers, readings, and musicians 
adding their mediums to the dialogue. 
Several sexual assault survivors will 
speak. 

"I tbink a's a good way for 
survIvors to let their voices be heard," 
Ong said. 

Sexual assault survivor MackenZIe 
Fowler K'l1 feels a sense of 
empowerment with the show. 

"I feel I have the opportunity to say 

what happened to me so that it doesn't 
happen to other people," she said. 

While "Step Forward" aims at 
prevention, the show also serves to 
educate the campus about the frequency 
of sexual assault, particularly on K's 
campus. 

Quinn Davis K'08, who will dance 
in the show, said, "This performance is 
supposed to highlight that it happens 
on our campus, not just necessarily that 
it happens in general...it is a prevalent 
thing on campus." 

"Step Forward" will he performed 
at 9:00 p.m. in Dalton and accepts 
donations for survivors of sexual 
assault. 
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K's Basketball Teams Aim High 
By JESSICA R. MAAS 
Staff Writer 

Both the men's and women's basketball 
teams are aiming high this year. 

The men's team, picked 6" out of eight 
teams in the MlAA preseason poll, is starting 
out fresh after losing eight seniors and finishing 
in a tie for 6" place in the MlAA last season. 

"[ think that any time you lose eight 
players - and really those guys had been a core 
group of our team - it really leaves everyone 
else to try to adapt to new rules," said sixth
year Head Coach Rob Passage. 

Passage believes that the new identity of 
his team, including the addition of a large first
year class, will allow changes to their playing 
style. 

''We're going to change our defense a 
little bit and pressure a little bit more than in 
the past I think that this year's roster has more 
guys that will allow us to do that We're not 
very big, so we oUght to be quick," Passage 
said 

He imagines that his freshman class will 
really be able to step up. 

"I'm very excited about this freshman 
class. [think there's a lot of depth in the talent 
of the class," said Passage. 

Senior tri-captains Mat Kellogg, Matt 
Wagner, and Pat Clancy are expected to 
provide excellent leadership both on and off 
the court this season. 

Both Kellogg and Clancy were named 
to the 2006-07 AIJ-MlAA Men's Basketball 
Second Team last season. Clancy led the team 
in scoring and assists, with 12.4 points per 
game and 68 assists throughout the season. 
Kellogg boasted a 57.3 field goal percentage, 
the highest on the team last season, and was 
first in rebounds with 6.0 per game. 

Wagner saw action in 21 games during 
his junior season and held one of the highest 
free-throw percentages on his team at 86.2 
percent. 

Clancy believes that the combination of a 
good senior class and good incoming freshmen 
could allow the team to really make a run for 
the MlAA Championship this season. 

"I have high expectations," he said 
Passage also believes his team has great 

potential. 
"We have a very difficult schedule against 

us. My goal is to playas well as we can here 
in our non-conference schedule and for us to 
prepare for what I think can be a top-level 
finish in the MlAA," he said 

The women's team has high expectations 
as well. 

Third-year Head Coach Tes Sobomehin 
Johnson describes this season's team as young 
and promising. 

"We're definitely very young, but we 
have a lot of new talent, a lot of improved 
talent from last year," she said 

The 2007 -{)8 women's basketball team, 
picked last out of nine teams in the MlAA 
preseason poll, has eight returning players and 
eight incoming freshmen. 

Leading the Hornets are seniors Ke1sea 
Howell, Therese Demres, and Emily Collins. 

Howell led the team in scoring last year 
at 14.2 points per game and pulled down 5.4 
rebounds per game. She was also named to 
the 2006-07 AIJ-MlAA Women's Basketball 
Second Team. Demres led the team in assists 
and averaged 6.0 points per game. 

Collins played in II games last year 
before going abroad She believes that the 
team has a lot of potential this year. 

''We have a lot of new freshmen that 

Junior forward Henry McCain pushes his teanunates in preseason practice. 

work hard and all the returners came back 
more talented than they ended last year," she 
said 

Sobomehin Johnson believes that the 
sophomore class is the core of the team. 

'The sophomore class will be the 
detennining factor," she said "Our success 
will be determined by how they improve." 

At the head of the sophomore class are 
returning members Nyemade Cooper, Briana 
Hendrix, andAndrea Bedway. 

Cooper started in 23 games last season 
and was first on the team in rebounding with 
6.1 rebounds per game and second on the team 
in scoring with 8.5 points per game. Hendrix 
was hampered by knee injuries during the 
season but managed to contnbute 7.6 points 
per game, and Bedway chipped in 5.4 points 
per game as well. 

Guard Kelsey Bailey and forward Sarah 
Thomasma round out the sophomore class. 

The large freshman group, headed by point 
guard Courtney Kaplan and post player 
Kirsten Strawn will provide the depth the 
Hornets are looking for. 

''We're definitely looking HPward," said 
Sobomehin Johnson of the team who finished 
last in the MlAA last season. 

The men's basketball team will open 
their season when they tip off against non
conference foe Wheaton College in the 
opening game of the Wheaton Lee Pfund 
Classic on November 16-17. Their first home 
game is on November 25 when Defiance 
College comes to town to face off against the 
Hornets. 

The women's team will head to 
Mancbester, Ind on November 16 to begin 
their season against Dominican University in 
the Manchester Tip-off Tournament. They'll 
open at home against conference rival Calvin 
College on November 27. 

TED'S BRIEFS men dominate, winning all but two events. The 
Kalamazoo women earned first in the 1500 freestyle 
and second in multiple races. 

Football Drops Sixth Straight 

The Kalamazoo College football team (1-7, 0-6 
MIAA) just cannot pick up that elUSIve victory. Last 
Saturday, Nov. 3, the Hornets were defeated on the road 
at Alma College in a dismal 56-17 performance. 

By TED MAGDZINSKI 
Sports Editor 

Swim Teams Kick Off Seasons wiTh Victories 

The Kalamazoo men's and women's swimming 
and diving teams began their seasons with solid 
performances. The MIAA relays foreshadowed a 
strong regular season, which began with victones 
over Olivet College at the first dual meets. 

The Oct. 27 relays in Holland saw the Hornet 

On Saturday, Nov. 3, the teams traveled to Olivet 
in the first dual meet for each team. The men won 157-
141 while the women defeated the Comets 162-123. 

The men took first place in 12 out of the 16 events, 
including a one-two victory in the 200 Medley Relay, 
with the 'B' team out-touching the' A' relay team by 
less than half a second. 

The teams look to improve on last season's 
finishes, with both teams finishing in 3,d in the MIAA. 
Next up for Hornets will be the Chicago Invitational, 
this Friday and Saturday, Nov. 9-10. 

Sophomore Stephen Johnston led the Hornets with 
115 yards rushing and a touchdown on 16 carries, but 
the team itself could not come back from a 42-7 halftime 
deficit. 

Three lost fumbles and three interceptions helped 
keep the Hornets out of the game. 

Kalamazoo will play their final game of the season 
at Olivet this Saturday. Nov. 10. 
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Students reflect on their study abroad experiences in Oaxaca, Mexico. Photo/Komal Chughtai 

Recognizing Opportunity in Oaxaca 
See article on page 3 

Where Do We Go From Here? 
Acknowledging injustices against Michigan s migrant workers 
By TONI SKALICAN 
Staff Writer 

Imagine YOU are one 
of 90,000 migrant workers 
farming in Michigan. You 
are. unconsciously exposed 
to harsh pesticides every day, 
with no concept of the effects 
that your exposure will have 
on your health. Your labor IS 

not rewarded with a cold sWig 
of water, as clean water is a 
rare commodity. Your wages 
are not set - they depend on 
the amount of crops harvested 
for the season. No matter how 
many hours you work, you 
will never receive overtime. 
You live in a "migrant worker 
camp," which is best described 
as the rusty trailer you call 
home. Your boss won't even 
refer to you by name. Instead, 
you are "his Mexican." 

On Tuesday, Nov. 12, 

Olds Upton Room 103 hosted 
"Environmental Justice for Farm 
Workers ill Michigan." The event 
was organized by Rachel Udow 
and Marlene Ramos, both K'08 
Anthropology and Sociology 
majors interning at Farmworker 
Legal Services, in collaboration 
with several local attorneys. All 
speakers exposed the injustices 
migrant workers suffer throughout 
Michigan. 

However, the issue is closer 
to home than one may expect. 
26.6 percent of Michigan's 
migrant workers reside in 
southwest farms surrounding 
Kalamazoo, according to 
Daniel Inquilla, the co-manager 
attorney of Farmworker Legal 
Services in Bangor, Michigan. 
Although the scenario presented 
at the beginning of this article 
is fictional, its context presents 
many real obstacles faced by 

migrant workers each harvest 
season. 

"They are two steps away 
from indentured servitude," 
said attorney Jenny Mashek. 
According to Mashek, migrant 
workers "have no expectation 
of human conditions." 

There are 811 migrant 
labor sites in Michigan, and by 
law, all need to be inspected by 
the Michigan Department of 
Agriculture (MDA). However, 
in 2002, MDA suffered a 
decrease in staff members, 
according to staff· attorney 
Megan Reynolds. 

As a rcsult, physical 
inspections of housing uruts 
slackened, and migrant 
workers face a variety of 
housing setbacks. These 
housing problems include (but 

Continued on page 3 
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Speaking Out on Feminism 
Schlafly provokes debate among students 
By AMELIA LAING 
Staff Writer 

Ladies and gents, students 
and faculty, we present to you 
Phyllis Schlafly, the renowned 
and, in some circles, notorious 
conservative "first lady." 
Tonight she presents Feminism 
vs. Conservatism, the Great 
Debate, brought to you by the 
Kalamazoo College Repubhcans 
to jumpstart some much-needed 
dialogue on this small liberal 
arts campus. In the left comer 
we have POWER and ACLU. 
In the right comer we have the 
K College Republicans, and 
almost everyone on campus has 
come to watch the blood flow. 

Indeed, a considerable 
and politically varied tumout 
gathered to hear the well
known pundit air her views on 
feminism. Students wearing "I 

support __ I 1 don't support 
Phyllis Schlafly" shirts sat 
near members of the College 
Republicans, some of whom 
sported white polos with 
elephants embroidered in the 
corner. 

Enter Schlafly, smiling, 
dressed in a salmon pink suit, 
walking up to Stetson Chapel's 
podium with all the confidence 
you'd expect from a woman 
who has a Harvard diploma, has 
authored and/or edited over 20 
books, and is responsible for 
stopping the ERA (Equal Rights 
Amendment) from passing -
a woman with a lot under her 
belt. 

Schlafly detailed her 
problems with feminism, a 
doctrine that "paints a picture 

Continued on page 4 
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Name: Anna Hassan 

rear: Sophomore 

Why did you choose to come to K? I 
wanted to go to a smaller school and 
didn't want to go to school where my 
sister did, which was the University 
of Michigan. 

What do you like most about K? The 
academics and the people 1 have met. 

What would yau change about K? At 
times I wish it was a little bigger. 

If you were an animal, which one 
would you want to be? A bird 

Which one would you really be? A 
sloth 

Fal'orite Thanksgil'ing dish: The 
cranberry sauce 

Favorite after-school act;I'ity. 
Dancing 

Why? Because it is a relief from the stress of 
school 

If you could have coffee with anyone dead or 
alive. who would it be and what would you talk 
about? I would have coffee with my cousin 
Gloria and we would just talk about life. 

What is your coffee drink of choice? A sugar free 
non-fat vanilla latte 

--Alexa Lindsay K'08 

ON THE QUAD The Index, November 15,2007 

Letters to the Editors 
To the Editors: 

Last week, the College 
Democrats brought in a comedian, 
Jeff Kreisler, to perform a show 
called Comedy Against Evil. Our 
intention in bringing him to campus 
was to provide an opportunity for 
stressed K students to laugh and relax, 
while still thinking about today's 
pertinent issues. However, the latter 
part of the show involved a series of 
offensive jokes that were far from 
what our expectations of the show 
entailed. We sincerely apologize 
to anyone who was offended or 
hurt by the show. We are currently 
in the process of expressing our 
views to the comedian and are also 
pursuing other methods of response. 

Elizabeth Lamphier K'08 
Chair, Kalamazoo College Democrats 

To the Editors: 

I wonder if our community 
could have handled Phyllis Schlafly's 
talk differently. We're at thiS school 
because we're interested III getting 
an educatton, and part of getting an 
education is listening-not just sitting 
through but listelling- -to a variety of 
perspectives and responding cntically 
to them. Many of the questions during 
the Q& A period were insincere 
and antagonistic, aimed at making 
ScWafly look dumb rather than 
clarifying a relevant point. I would 
like to be part of a community that 
receives speakers, even those with 
politics that 1 find problematic, with 
a greater generosity of spirit. I hope 
that we will treat future speakers 
with greater respect. 

Rachel Udow K'08 
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Campus Organizations Come Together to Host 
Free Bunna Benefit Concert in Stetson Chapel 
By ALEX MORGAN 
Staff'Writer 

Rock came together with charity and religion Saturday 
night when the MUsical Performance Club, Amnesty 
International, and Free Burma hosted the Free Burma 
Benefit Concert in Stetson Chapel. Jes Kramer K'll opened 
the event that showcased the bands Southeast Engine of 
Athens, Ohio and Scotland Yard Gospel Choir of Chicago. 

"I love bringing music to campus," said Musical 
Performance Club President Sarah Guzy K' 10. 

Student Commission encouraged student organizations 
to think wisely about budget appropriations this quarter due 
to financial restraints. Because of this, the three organizations 

decided to come together to host the event. 
"Because we found out the budget was only about 

$20,000 this quarter, we talked to Amnesty International 
and wanted to have a Free Burma event," said Guzy. ''We 
naturally invited Free Burma." 

Guzy found synchronizing the work of multiple groups 
challenging, but said she finds the work rewarding. 

"Coordinating anything between three groups can be 
crazy," said Guzy. "But everyone was enthusiastic and it was 
wonderful to have people volunteer and get stuff done." 

Kramer opened the event with original music. While she 

Continued on page 10 
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eIP Hopes to Revive Student Interest in Oaxaca Program 
By JACQYELINE CLARKE 
Staff Writer 

The Study Abroad programs in 
Oaxaca, Mexico, will not be running 
for the 2007 school year due to lack of 
participants. However, the CIP stated 
that they have no intention of canceling 
the program, and are hoping that more 
students will give Oaxaca a chance in 
the future. 

The Oaxaca program is very different 
from the other international programs K 
offers. One of the main focuses of the 
program is community service, thus 
making it especially appealing to HDSR 
majors and service-learning students. 

CIP advisor Angela Gross said, 
"The Oaxaca program has a lot to offer. 
Our own K community is putting more 
and more of an emphasis on community 
service:' said Angela Gross, CIP 
advisor. "More of our students should 

be interested in going to a place that 
has community service built into its 
culture." 

In Oaxaca, K students have 
access to different types of indigenous 
communities. They have the opportunity 
to work on projects within local schools 
and also within their community, not 
just with their host families. 

"I worked in a village about 45 
minutes away on an organic farm with 
three little Mexican women," said 
Monisha Berkowski K'08, who traveled 
to Oaxaca last year. "They were some 
of the most generous and giving people 
you'd ever meet," she said. "I think 
it's amazing to have a connection 
with someone so unlikely, even with a 
language barrier - it's a great part of 
the program." 

In addition to immersing themselves 
in the Mexican culture of Oaxaca, K 

students have the opportunity to share 
their own culture with the locals. 

"The people there are so open and 
friendly to our students," said Gross. 
"The host families absorb K students 
into their family fold." 

Berkowski recalled her host family's 
interest in American culture. 

"Our families and other people 
would always ask us questions about 
the U.S.," said Berkowski. "I'm sure it 
was an equally cultural experience for 
them." 

The city of Oaxaca also offers a 
variety of other activities for K students. 
The weather, especially during the 
winter months, remains balmy, and the 
city boasts an array of cultural activities 
and delicious Mexican food. 

"In terms of going out, there are 
plenty of bars and lots of salsa dancing, 
so you learn how to dance by the end 

of the trip. The beach also isn't too far 
away, which makes for a good short 
vacation," said Berkowski. 

In order for an international 
program to run, there must be at least 
five participants. Last year, both the 
long- and short-term programs only had 
four interested students. The eIP has 
every intention of offering the program 
next year and hopes that students will 
take the opportunity to try something 
unique like Oaxaca. 

"I feel like when people think of 
Mexico, they either think of resorts like 
Cancun, or really poor desert villages 
with cacti and stuff. When they think of 
other competing programs, like Costa 
Rica and Ecuador, they think of dense 
jungles and the Amazon, so it sounds 
more exotic," said Berkowski. "Little 
do they know that Oaxaca is much more 
beautiful. " 

Seeking Environmental Justice for Migrant Fann Workers in Michigan 
Continued from page 1 

certainly not limited to) overcrowding, lack of bathroom 
facilities, unsafe cooking appliances, and overflOWIng 
publiC garbage receptacles. 

These conditions are unfortunate for many migrant 
workers from the U.S.-MeXICO border. Miclugan farmers 
persuade them to come to Michigan by offenng free housing 
to them and their fami lies. Even more unfortunate is that 
they' are oblivious to the dire health and environmental 
factors they encounter each day. 

Dr. Binney Girdler, Professor of Biology at K College, 
also spoke at the event, explaining the effect that pesticides 
have on farm workers. She pointed out that pesticides :re 
used to drive out unwanted weeds, but that pests often 
adapt to the chemicals, becoming resilient rather quickly. 

Farmers respond by adding more pesticides, with 
little consideration for the health of the migrant workers. 
Wlulc these pesticides, such as organo-phospates, may be 
dubbed "biodegradable," they do not break down easily m 
the human body. Once organo-phosphates enter the body, 
the toxins store in fat. 

Attomey Adam Jefferies shared a study that found 75 
percent of farm workers in the state of Washington that 
worked on farms using pesticides reported headaches, 
inflamed eyes, and skin imtations. The study was conducted 
in 2005; Michigan has yet to undertake similar research. 

Jefferies also acknowledged that migrant workers 
have little rights as a group, "[They) don't have rights 

when it comes to collective bargairung. In Michigan, they 
have no union to speak of. Workers can make claims, but it 
doesn't matter because MJOSHA (Michigan Occupational 
Heath and Safety Administranon) doesn't act." 

According to Mashek, the reason MIOSHA will not act 
IS because their objective is to help all workers in Michigan, 
and the interests of farmers come before the interests of 
migrant workers. When a complaint is filed, MIOSHA is 
"reluctant to enforce anything," she said. It is likely that 
MIOSHA will simply contact the farmer and tell him or her 
to inspect things. 

"It's like asking the fox to report back to the hen house," 
Mashek said. 

Furthermore, Jefferies noted problems in the H2A Visa, 
the program that allows guest workers to legally travel from 
MeXICO to the US for harvest seasons. If a migrant worker 
complains about poor working conditions and the Mexican 
government finds out, the worker would surely be blacklisted 
from the program, and lose his or her ability to return. 

During the question and answer session that followed, 
one K college student stumped the attorneys with a basic 
questJon. 

"How can tius be changed?" 
The attomeys looked at one another, frowning and 

sighing in unison. After their assertive presentations, tileir 
new hesitance made it apparent that a solution to the problem 
is unclear. 

Finally, Mashek responded, "It's a .;ery sad and dire 
situation, and we're going to see more of it." 

Photo/Komal Chughtai 
Marlene Ramos K'08 and Rachel Udow K'08 worked 
with local attorneys to organize the eventcnticlcd "En
vironmentalJustice for Farm Workers in Michigan." 
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Senior Joins Sodexho in Bringing International Flavor to Campus 
By MARIAH FRYE 

Staff Writer 

"Is everyone ready?" asks 
Adam Marshall K'll, steadily 
gripping the handle of a small 
nonstick pan. 

Glancing around the room one 
last time, he prepares himself to do 
something tricky, something difficult 
- something that will determine 
the fate of the delicious concoction 
resting at the bottom of the pan. 

With a flick of his forearm, 
a thin circle of batter, somewhat 
resembling a flattened pancake, slips 
out of the pan into midair. 

As if in slow motion, the disc 

of batter begins rotates in midair. 
Unfortunately, it doesn't get enough 
hang time to completely flip. 

Instead of landing back in the 
pan on its other side, it crumples in a 
heap against the Teflon. 

"Oooh!" cringes the small 
crowd watching. Adam examines 
the golden folds of what was seconds 
away from being an authentic, 
locally-made crepe. 

He extends the pan out from the 
Bunsen burner toward the audience. 

"Scrambled crepe, anyone?" 
Thecrepe-makingextravaganza 

that took place in the Severn 
basement last week was a sight 

to behold. Yet flying crepe batter 
wasn't the only thing about the event 
that was attention-worthy. 

The majority of the ingredients 
used to make the crepes were locally 
grown here in Michigan. 

Currently writing her SIP on 
local eating, event host Jordanna 
Tomblin K '08 coordinated with 
Farms to K to put on this tasty event 
for K's campus. 

"] worked in a bakery while 
studying abroad in France, and 
they use a lot of local food," said 
Tomblin. "I thought it would be 
cool to incorporate an international 
aspect with eating locally back here 

atK." 
Farms to K provided a vast 

selection of crepe fillings at the event, 
including fruit preserves, chocolate, 
cheese, and pumpkin butter. The 
crepe batter consisted of a simple 
mix of eggs, flour and milk. 

"Everything but the flour, 
chocolate and green onions were 
produced in Michigan," said 
Tomblin. "Oh, and the butter is from 
Wisconsin." 

Eating locally is gammg 
popularity not only here in 
Kalamazoo, but across the nation as 
well. 

"Part of my SIP examines why 

America is going back to eating 
local," said Tomblin. "We're hoping 
to be able to have weekly cooking 
classes to get more students involved, 
and to try to have international 
students host some of them." 

Farms to K leader Ali 
McCubbrey K'08 works with 
several Kalamazoo establishments 
in her effort to bring more local food 
awareness to campus. 

"We arc working to involve 
community partners like Food 
Dance and Water Street with future 
campus events," said McCubbrey. 
'The whole point is to enjoy local 
food." 

ACLU, POWER Give Voice to Other Side of "The Great Debate" 
Continued from page 1 

of women as an oppressed minority 
and as victims of a patriarchal society." 
She went on to say that feminism 
is incompatible with conservatism, 
motherhood, marriage, happiness and 
equalIty. 

Feminists, Schlafly argued, "run to 
the government to get what they didn't 
get by their personal choices." The wage 
gap, she contended, "is a big fat lie ... 
femmists don't look happy. They look 
angry." 

• • • 

Prior to Schlafly's arrival, Lauren 
Migliore K'08, President of the College 
Republicans, wrote in an email that 
bringing Schlafly to K would "aid us 
in articulating a conservative viewpoint 
on campus... we always feel like the 
conservative viewpoint IS lackmg at K 
College. This will be a great opportunity 
to bring a different perspective to OUI 

campus and contnbute to the dialogue." 
Preceding Schlafly's speech, 

Progressive Orgamzahon of Women 
Engaged in Revolt (POWER) along with 
K's chapter of American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU) organized a rally in 
the Olmsted room. ACLU's women's 
rights chapter showed Freedom Files, 
a documentary on the plight of today's 
American women. Professors Karyn 

Boatwright and Jennifer Einspahr 
followed the movie with a discussion. 

"She [Schlafly 1 seems to think 
that feminists both hate men and want 
to bully them or wish they were men," 
said Lenya Friesner K '08, co-leader of 
POWER. "She's putting words into the 
mouths of feminists ... feminism has so 
many sub-tenants within it that to say 
that all feminists have such-and-such 
views just isn't realistic." 

Friesner showed mixed feelings 
about the College Republicans' choice to 
brmg Schlafly to campus. 

"They have a right to bring her to 
express this point of view," said Friesner. 
"I do find it dismaying . .. that the College 
Republicans seem to put a lot of emphasis 
on the troubles of feminism, rather 
than any other tenants of conservative 
ideology." 

Alex Morgan K' 11, sporting a shirt 
that read' I support working women and 
their nght to choose,' questioned the 
applicability of Schlafly's arguments. 

"It's part of the liberal arts to get 
a rounded and full-circle view of things, 
of various issues ... but it seems as though 
she's a bit behind the times," he said. 

• • • 

In her speech, Schlafly maintained 
that women are essentially equal to 
men. 

"Women can compete with men if 

they make the grade," she said. Schlafly 
went on to say that power lies in women's 
will to succeed, 
using herself as 
an example of a 
woman who had 
kids and a career 
"but not all at the 
same time." 

After the 
loaded Q&A 
session that 
closed her lecture, 
Schlafly asserted 
in an interview, 
"] was never a 
feminist...1 never 
felt a victim or 
oppressed. " 

Schlaflyshared 
her impression of 
the K community. 

"A lot of them 
were for same-sex 
marriage ... that 
gives a character 
to the school you 
might want to be 
a little concerned 

issues that they might not get from 
anyone else." 

Schlafly stated 
that she does not 
support everything 
considered to be 
conservative. 

about ... 1t was a Phyllis schlafly speaks at "Feminismvs. Con-
fine audience... 1h b 

"I voted for 
Bush, but I'm 
very unhappy with 
a great deal of 
what he's done," 
she said. "] think 
he's been very 
destructive to 
the conservative 
movement. .. he's 
completely wrong 
on tile whole 
immigration issue 
and most of the 
education issues 
and most of the 
fiscal issues ... " She 
gave an easy laugh, 
then asked, "what 
else is left? His 
idea of economic 
integration of 
North America ... 
is terrible, his 
promotion of UN 
treaties is terrible." 

their questions servatism: e Great De ate" on Tuesday. 

were interesting ... 
I'm glad to answer their questions .. .! 
feel that 1 'm performing a useful function 
1D giving them another side of modern 

And her heroes? 
"My only heroes are 

Washington and my mother." 
George 
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Smoking Out K's Drug Community: Marijuana Use and Campus Policy 
By THOMAS GILCHRIST & 

JILLIAN MCLAUGHLIN 
Contributor & Features Editor 

what could happen to me and what couldn't," 
said Steve. 

"People would be like 'Oh my God, 
where'd you get that?", said Steve. "It's very, 
very easy to go from just using it to selling it 
You do it with other people, and then they ask 
you, 'Can you get me some?''' 

job," he said 
But selling is a very different game than 

using, something Steve understood. Using pot 
is a misdemeanor, but selling pot is a felony 
and can mean jail time for most 

For a portion of last year, Steve, whose 
real name shall remain anonymous, bought 
marijuana outside of Kalamazoo and sold it 
on K's campus. He had all the angles wodeed 
out, and knew how to wode the system - buy 
cheap from the source and sell for a higher price, 
turning a profit and generating some quick 
cash. But Foster was particularly cautious, 
knowing full well the many punishments and 
ramifications that awaited him should he ever 
get caught. 

From his experiences, the relative 
geographic isolation of Kalamazoo - the 
midpoint between Detroit and Chicago -
severely limits the amount of pot available for 
sale directly from the growers, forcing the local 
pot market to rely mostly on imports. 

He saw the opportunity to make money 
in Kalamazoo's isolated market, and decided 
to sell. 

This year, Steve no longer sells pot to 
campus. While his decision was prompted 
in part by the crirninaI consequences, the 
consequences he did face as a result of campus 
policy persuaded him to stop completely. 

''That's how the drug trade goes," he said, 
"Where I get it from, I make one phone call, 
and I can get a two-week supply at way better 
prices, and then I bring it back here." 

'There aren't many sellers on campus. 
You control the price and sell to whomever 
you want. You have a million new friends and 
never a moment to yourself. You can't even 
study in the library because you don't get [cell 
phone] service there - and you're not about 
to sell drugs in the library! It's like a full time 

Steve's tenure as a drug dealer reflects 
Kalamazoo's policy toward drugs in general 
and marijuana in particular. Last year, a nunlber 

"When 1 came here, I very carefully read 
the campus's drug policies so that I would know 

Returning to K with his own private stash 
of weed, Steve soon realized the difficulty in 
keeping a steady supply of marijuana a secret Continued on page 10 

Rethinking Quarters: Committee Seeks Input on DITF Proposal 
By LISA PHILLIPS 
News Editor 

The preliminary Distinctiveness Initiative Task Force 
proposal (DITF) offers a new direction for academics at K 
While faculty and staff are actively deliberating the various 
components of the report, a student voice remains quiet in the 
debate. To encourage student input, here is a breakdown of the 
report for consideration: 

The 4-1214-12 Calendar 
This 4-1214-12 "semester" calendar is more complex than 

at first glance. The first part of the "semester" would consist of 
a block lasting tl1ree and a half weeks in which students would 
concentrate on just one class. Then, students would get a half
week break before beginning the term. This term would be very 
similar to a quarter, consisting often full weeks oftl1ree classes, 
a week for final exams, and a week's worth of break. 

Open Curriculum 
The new schedule would have an "open curriculum," 

with recommendations replacing current interdisciplinary 
requirements. Three Signature Experiences and four Core 
Seminars would be required, rather than prescribing a specified 
number of courses in various disciplines. This would allow 
students to incorporate different areas of study while having a 
more integrated and flexible general education. 

Another possibility would be a shift from units to credits, 
with the opportunity for gaining credits in service learning, 
language labs, and other "extra" activities. 

T1m!e Signature Experiences 
The proposal advocates tl1ree required Signature 

Experiences for K students: the First-Year Experience, Study 
Away, and the SIP. These are aimed at getting K students 
outside of the traditional classroom to experience an alternative 
and innovative type of education. 

The First-Year Experience consists of tl1rec sections: 

Bridges, the First-Year Seminar, and First-Year Forums. 
Bridges would be taken during a first-year's fall block at K, 
and would help students smoothly transition into the College 
environment These Bridges would encompass a wide 
variety of options, including Land/Sea, off-campus science 
encounters, or visual and perfoIDling arts programs. The other 
two components, namely the First-Year Seminar and the First
Year Forums, would remain the same as they are now. 

Study Away is very sinlilar to the current Study Abroad 
program, but would be expanded to offer domestic opportunities 
within the U.S. as well as traditional Study Abroad locations. 
With the inlplementation of the new "semester" calendar, full 
and spring Study Abroad programs would be given equal 
weigilt, allowing for a more even distribution of the student 
population being Away througilout the year. 

The third and final Signature Experience would be the 
SIP, which is currently in place. 

Four Core Seminars 
The report also includes four required core seminars for 

students at K: First-Year Seminar, Pre-Study Away and Post
Study Away Seminars, and Senior Seminar. 

First-Year Seminar, currently required for all incoming 
first-years, is aimed at helping students adapt to college life. 

Pre-Study Away Seminar, taken during sophomore year, 
would focus on preparing students for their Study-Away 
experience. Similarly, Post-Study Away would be taken after 
returning to campus as a transition back to K and to apply 
concepts learned on Study Away. Ideas include global literature 
and media, global citizenship, and acting responsibly locally 
and globally. These seminars could possibly be site-specific 
to tile Study Away locations, or could be created from current 
classes offered at K 

Senior Seminarwould be a new addition to K's curriculum. 
This course would address a 'real world' problem, culminating 
in student initiative to tackle the problem. The first five weeks 
would follow a traditional seminar model led by a professor, 

whereas the second half would be centered on student initiative 
to solve the problem, with the professor acting as a guide. 

11ltegrated interdisciplillary Minor 
This section of the proposal would allow students to 

create their own minor, with six courses from tl1ree or four 
academic divisions. These would be based on established 
"templates" for creating a minor; possibilities include Genetics 
& Ethics, Neuroscience, lmmigrations, and Copemican 
Revolution, among others. Students could even design their 
own interdisciplinary minors. 

The faculty has been meeting periodically throughout 
the quarter to discuss issues and revisions that can be made 
to the current DITF proposal. All faculty members have been 
provided with the report, as has Student Commission. 

At the end of this quarter, the DITF is planning an all-day 
retreat to discuss the input given about the proposal, according 
to DITF member Paul Sotherland. They will drafi a revised 
version of the plan for winter quarter, and the proposal will be 
voted on in the spring. 

Sotherland encourages students to write in with thoughts 
and opinions on all areas of the report 

"Read the summary and react. I really hope students get 
informed and involved," said Sotherland. 
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Why Are You Still Here? K Alumni Come Back to Campus 
By ROBYN MCBRIDE 
Staff Writer 

If you check the faculty section of the K College 
website, you will find that our Writer-in-Residence, Di 
Seuss, received her BA and MSW from Western. However, 
you might be surprised to find out that Seuss attended K 
from 1974-1978, deciding to leave during her senior year. 
Though she is not an official alumnus, this would-be 
K'78 graduate maintams a strong connection with the K 
community. 

Conrad Hilberry, one of the college's most prolific 
English professors and renowned poet, influenced Seuss' 
decision to attend K. 

Seuss was 15 when she met Hilberry for the first time. 
After reading one ofSeuss's poems in a state-wide contest, 
Hilberry, when visiting Niles, made a side trip to her high 
school to share his interest in her work. 

"He continued to send me letters and books, and ended 
up helping me get into K," Seuess said. "From our little 
town in Southwest lower Michigan, Kalamazoo College 
was known as the best of the best. I didn't necessarily have 
high academic aspirations, but I knew I wanted to write and 
I wanted to study with Con [Hilberry]." 

K's study abroad program also influenced Seuss's 
decision. As a student, she studied in Madrid, Spain. 

"At that time, most K students had never been abroad. 
It was like being told you were going to study on the moon. 
It was very exciting," she said. 

Seuss found new interests when she came to K as a 
freshman. 

"I got fascinated by anthropology because of Dr. 
Marigene Arnold. I majored in anthropology for awhile, 
then switched to English," she said. "I didn't do a lot of 
official activities, though I did have a great radio show in an 

early morning slot on K's radio station. I'd play Patti Smith 
up against the O'Jays and Billie Holiday." 

Seuss noted how much the campus has changed since 
the mid-l 970s. 

"The students are different, but it's hard to say how," 
she said. 'The world is different. I was a child of the 60s 
and 70s, and 1 think we perhaps had a sense of power - the 
power to change the world - that has diminished." 

She also noted a lack in female professors on campus 
during her time as a student. . 

"One huge difference in the college is the fact that I had 
three women professors, 1 believe, in my years at K. And 
there were no women in my major department. It's difficult 
to describe how alienating that could be for a female student, 
so alienating I didn't even know I was alienated!" 

This isolation played a part in Seuss's decision to leave 
K's campus during her senior year. 

"I ended up moving to New York to 'be a poet,'" she 
said. "Instead I moved to New York and became a secretary, 
a barmaid and a cashier in a punk clothing store. I found 
New York romantic and over-stimulating." 

Seuss soon found herself missing her hometown. 
She returned to Kalamazoo, where she finished her BA 
and recieved her Masters in Social Work, both at Western 
Michigan University. She practiced clinical social work for 
fifteen years, first in cornrnunity mental health, then in a 
group practice. Later, Seuss worked in a private practice. 
Though employed as a social worker, writing and publishing 
remained Seuss's utmost passion. 

During this time, Seuss also ran writing workshops 
for adults, taught Women's Literature to women within the 
Kalamazoo cornrnunity, and taught both undergraduate and 

Continued on page 11 

... and now. 
Phoros/Di Seuss 

Chapel Chat: One Perspective on Faith and Feminism 
By ANNE WEIR 
Student Chaplain 

At K College, feminism is thought of 
as an approachable topic, yet it is hard to 
discuss. The Faith and Feminism P~"Icl on 
November 7 pro\1ded an avenue not only 
to discuss fenllnism, but also to examlDe 
It Within the context or religion. 

Commg from a strict Catholic 
background. 1 was intngued by the idea 
of religion and fcmiDist Ideals coming 
togethcr. 1 have always thought that 
equality among mcn and women is poorly 
rcpre 'cnted in the Bible, parllcularly 
in the King James Version. Although 

Catholicism does give strength to certain 
women such as the Virgin Mary, there 
are many traditional beliefs about men 
and women that remain true in Catholic 
congregations throughout the world. These 
traditIOnal beliefs center on the woman's 
place Wltilln the home and workplace. 

My mother went to Catholic school 
her entire life. During the fifties, she and 
most ofthe girls from her school were from 
families III which their mothers worked at 
home and their fathers worked outside of 
the home. The modem feminist movement 
of the sixties introduced my mother and 
her classmates to a new way of thinking. 
As my mother reached adulthood during 

thiS era she, as well as many other women, 
deCided to change traditional religious 
beliefs that had, and still do, put women 
and men in unequal roles. 

The members of the Faith and 
F cminism panel discussed this developmcnt 
that my mother took part in pioneenng, 
along with how ideals of equality between 
men and women correspond with each 
of their religious beliefs. What was most 
poignant to me after attendmg the panel 
was that fenunism cannot be described 
by a universal definition; femil1lsm means 
something different to everyone. I was also 
very surprised to learn that every religIOn 
represcnted, from Islam to Judaism, 

acknowledged cquality betwecn men and 
women. Different religious texts include 
what today would be considered "feminist 
ideals." Looks like I need to go back over 
the Bible Kmg James Version. 

Many of the panel members were 
influenced by "feminist" ideas, but more 
importantly, the panel illuminated the 
calls for equality within the various texts 
and practices of each of their religions. 
Most importantly, all of the panel 
members were able to freely practice their 
respective religions, all whilc acting ill 
accord with their beliefs about women's 
rights. Faith and feminism don't have to 
contradict each other after all. 
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Exploring Relationship Between Personal Spiritual Beliefs and Feminism 
By CARMEN WILSON 
Staff Writer 

At the Faith & Feminism 
LAC on Nov. 7, a panel of SIX 

women spoke about how their 
respective rel1glOns interact 
with feminist beliefs. 

The women represented 
a diverse collection of 
backgrounds, from Baptist 
minister Mary Beth Sarhat 
to K's new religion professor 
Shreena Gandhi. College 
Chaplain Mary Ellen Ashcroft 
moderated and asked the 
panelists to speak about their 
experiences. 

The panelists first spoke 
about their religions. Gandhi, 
who was raised Hindu, said 
that to her, religion is a cultural 
tradition . "My faith gives me 
hope, makes me gracious 
about my many blessings," 
she said. 

Sarhat described faith 
as her ground of being. "It 
is woven into my life," she 
said. 

Jan Hawxhurst, the 
Commumhes of Practice 
Coordinator here at K, was 
raised as a United Methodist 
but raises her children as 

Jews. 
Jess Tesoriero K'07 is a 

practicing Jew. Her Catholic 
father and Jewish mother 
decided to designate their 
children's religion based on 
gender Because Tesoriero is 
female, she was raised Jewish, 
while her brothers were raised 
Catholic. 

Tesonero said that religIOn 
IS a good tlung when you need 
strength and direction or when 
it liberates you, but she also 
described a dichotomy between 
religion as faith and religIOn as 
an institution. 

Mynti Hossein K'05 
practices Islam. She said, 
"There is a thin line between 
culture and religion." 

Ashley Loyd K'07, the 
final panelist and K's Associate 
Chaplain, said, "Religion 
doesn 'thave to be this exclusive, 
judgmental thmg." 

The panelists had much 
to say about the oppression 
women face and have faced in 
various religious traditions. 

Gandhi described the 
auspiciousness of heterosexual 
relationships in HindUism, and 
said with a laugh, "Don't thmk 

of being a lesbian if you're a 
Hindu woman." 

She also explained that 
females' names are always in 
reference to a man, whether it is 
their father, husband, or son. 

'-It sends the message to 
women that to be who you are, 
you have to be connected to a 
man," said Gandhi . "My mom 
decided to screw that and gave 
me my own middle name. I'm 
very proud of that and of my 
morn, even though my father's 
family was offended .. 

Sarhat told ofherexpenence 
in seminary. "I worked with a 
man who didn't believe in the 
ordination of women. At the end 
of working together, he said to 
me. 'I still don't believe m the 
ordination of women, except 
for you.'" 

"When people see a woman 
in leadership, there's a change. 
Personal stories and experiences, 
given the opportunity, are 
wonderful things," said Sarhat. 

Tesoriero said, "When 
practiced, faith can be a more 
limiting factor in women's lives. 
Religious institutions reinforce 
the notion that women are less 
than equal." 

"My mother was raised 
Orthodox and says that the 
women sat in the back and 
talked. It was not a very religious 
experience for women," she 
said. A man who took his Wife's 
last name, however, leads 
Tesoriero's Reform ;ynagogue, 
a different experience from 
her mother's, according to 
Tesoriero. 

In her Texan hometown, 
Lloyd said, "I was taught 
feminists comc from the devil 
and that kllld of thing." 

Loyd believes Christian 
ideology and feminism could 
be interconnected, but instead, 
ideology divides. "The male 
imagery for God emphasizes 
not only the maleness of God, 
but also the godliness of men," 
she said. 

Loyd also expresses 
disappoinhnent at the level 
of leadership women are 
given. "By not glvlllg women 
leadership in church, they are 
sent the message that they can't 
have leadership in society." 

Although the panelists 
recognized areas of oppression, 
they also saw areas where 
women possess power m 

religion. 
Gandhi spoke about the 

Hmdu belief of Shakti. "It's 
just as necessary for the 
world to go around to have 
women as to have men. Just 
as there is no female without 
male, there is no male without 
female." • 

Minti even cited 
oppression as a force for 
critical thinking. "Men don't 
question things like women 
do because things are in their 
favor. Women arc superior in 
criticizing and scholarship," 
she said. 

"Being a woman has 
challenged me in ways male 
peers weren't challenged. It 
has strengthened my faith," 
said Lloyd. "I have been able 
to express my emotional and 
spiritual side more than men, 
because it's more socially 
accepted for women." 

Sarhat, Gandhi, and 
Hawxhurst all recognized 
the fact that ancient societies 
worshipped goddesses. 

'·Societies worshipped 
women because they're 

Continued on page 8 

Perversion of Democracy: Spencer Overton Gives Annual Weber Lecture 
By JILLIAN MCLAUGHLIN 

7 

Features Editor said Overton. 
He spoke of a four-hour wait by 

one voter. Many, he said, left the voting 
stations before they cast a ballot. 

in the suburbs. 
"It's a local problem," said Overton, 

"but it's a local problem everywhere." 

rather than advocating any specific type 
of political action . 

Last Thursday night, Professor 
Spencer Overton gave the annual Weber 
Lecture in Government and Society. 

Students crowded the Olmsted Room 
to listen to Overton, a law professor at 
George Washmgton University, discuss 
the ways m which voting laws perverted 
democracy. 

At the Weber Lecture, Overton 
talked about gerrymandering, bilingual 
ballots, long lines to vote, and the new 
photo lD law. 

"Voters don't always choose 
politicians. Too often, politicians choose 
voters and effectively steal democracy," 

"It was interesting to hear about the 
hardships in other places on election day. 
Being from the Kalamazoo suburbs, I 
have never seen long lines or observed 
any problems when I or my parents 
voted," said Kevin Dugal K' I O. 

Professor emeritus Kim Cummings 
asked Overton what could be done on 
a local level. During the election a few 
weeks ago, Cummings took sandwiches 
to those waiting to vote in the city and in 
the suburbs. He noticed that the wait to 
vote in the city lasted much longer than 

He addressed involvement further the 
next day at Jama during his talk entitled 
"Being a Political Animal at K: How to 
Stay Involved Beyond the Bubble." 

Kalamazoo College traditionally 
possesses a politically active mindset. 
Students attend concerts to benefit 
revolutionaries in Bunna, write letters 
for political prisoners all over the world, 
and initiate action when environmental 
subjects come up. However, Overton 
challenged K's community to "get 
involved beyond the bubble." He 
emphasized education and questionmg 

Throughout Friday's lama, he 
repeated, "Don't parrot ideology." To 
become active political beings, Overton 
thinks we should first be thinking human 
beings. 

The theme of greater involvement 
outside of campus affects changes in 
Kalamazoo's curriculum and higher 
administrative changes, such as 
President Oyelaran's decision to sign a 
commitment to climate change. Look 
for more chances to become actively 
involved as the year continues. This 
week, students head to Georgia to protest 
the School of the Americas. 
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Emergency Text Messaging: A Call to Action 
By LAUREN FREDERICKSEN 
Staff Writer 

In today's world, everyone seems 
to have a cell phone or a BlackBerry. 
Walking around campus, students 
continually check their messages 
and text friends. Some colleges and 
universities decided to use technology's 
ubiquitous presence as an asset during 
emergency situations. 

After tragedies like the murders 
on Virginia Tech's campus, colleges 
are searching for a solution to keep 
campuses across tbe world safer for 
students and faculty alike. The answer 
seems to be simple enough: text 
messaging. 

Recently, many universities 
implemented a new emergency 
information system where campus 
security sends out emergency text 
messages in urgent situations. Michigan 
State University, Georgetown, the 
University of Arizona and the University 
of South Carolina are among the many 
that utilize emergency text-messaging 
systems. 

On October 18"', when tornadoes 
blew through southwestern Michigan, 
K students evacuated to the basements 
when the RAs alerted them by knocking 
on students' doors. Once down to the 
basement, students frantically sent text 
messages to their peers and family back 
home, keeping them updated. 

Sara Whalen K' 10 was an on-duty 
RA in Trowbridge Hall that night. 

"We were told to go around to 
all the dorms and knock on the doors 
to make sure everyone went to the 
basement," she said. "All the RAs tried 
to split up and take different parts of the 
building, but it was very scattered and 
unorganized because we weren't sure 
who was on duty, or who was covering 
which area." 

Library staff notified students 
over the PA. John Flemming K'II 
was studying in the library during the 
tornado warning. 

"They said that a tornado alert 
had been issued for our region, and 
that we should pack up our stuff and 
meet downstairs behind the staircase," 
he said. "It was actually pretty well 
organized; people were rounded up 
fairly quickly." 

Meanwhile, Michigan State 
University sent out emergency text 
messages to everyone registered on their 
system, alerting them of the tornadoes 
and advising them of precautions they 
should take, simultaneously informing 
registered family members of the 
campus situation. 

Kristina Moore, a junior at MSU, 
said the texts were "helpful , but also 
kind of annoying. Not all of the texts 
came through; it was kind of slow." Pete 
Lenhard, another junior, said he thought 

LAC Connects Religion, Feminism 
Continued from page 7 

intuitive, their bodies are in 
tune with the cycles of earth," said 
Hawxhurst. "The closest I've been 
to a miracle, the most spiritually 
connected I've been to the universe, 
was when I was carrying a child. If 
that's not God, then what IS?" 

All of the panelists expressed 
different defimtions of feminism. 

"For me, feminism means women 
have equal rights as men, both 
poittlcally and socially," said Minti. 
"Women and men should be equal but 
not identical." 

Lloyd, who did her SIP on 
religion and domestic violence, said, 
"Femmism is being aware of and 
angry about VIOlence towards women," 
while Sarhat defined feminism as 
"bemg able to be who we are fully as 
women." 

Hawxhurst said, ''I'd call myself 
a feminist mom, married to a feminist 
dad, trying to raise a feminist daughter 
and son." 

Gandhi said one thing that all the 
panelists agreed with, no matter their 
creed: "If I have a daughter, I plan on 
telling her about women and that she 
IS powerful." 

the texts were "a 
good idea, but 
they need some 
development to 
be more effective 
and fast." 

W h i c h 
system 
more 
and 
MSU 
able 

seems 
efficient 
reliable? 

was 
to send 

text messages 
throughout the 
night, although 
they were 
somewhat slow. 
As a result 
faculty, students 
and family 
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Schools introduce text messaging to emergency procedures as a 

way to expedite communication with students and their families, 

were well informed and able to act 
accordingly. 

K College's policy is to issue "timely 
warnings to the campus community of 
situations that pose a potential threat 
to students and faCUlty/staff' by means 
of the Campus Buzz online, the Index, 
the Security News Bulletin Board, and 
the Security Alert Bulletins, which are 
posted in the residence life system and 
around the student mail hut. Is this 
effective enough? 

The idea of emergency text 
messaging isn't just being considered on 
campuses. Attempts are being made on a 
national level to utilize cell phones and 
text messaging during national crises. 
Finland provides a useful example of 
a country using text messages to its 
advantage. 

Finland has been experimenting 
with ways to send disaster alerts to 
Finnish cell phones anywhere in the 
world. The Finnish Telecommunications 
Authority utilized this system after the 
tsunami in January 2005. 

"The whole thing was coordinated 
right there," says Yrjo Lansipuro 
of Finland's Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, as quoted in the USA Today. 
"The Finnish Telecommunications 
Regulatory Authority issued an order to 
all Finnish mobile operators to send our 
message. Another advantage of being a 
small country where people in different 
bureaucracies know - and talk to -

each other." 
The result? Success, for the most 

part. Finns in Thailand, India, Sri Lanka 
as well as those at home in Finland 
received information via text messages 
regarding where to go for relief and 
continual updates on the situation with 
relative speed. 

Why hasn't the U.S. considered 
something like this? We have, without 
much publicity. Two members of the 
Senate, Jim DeMint (R-S.C.) and 
Ben Nelson (D-Neb.) proposed a 
bill entitled The Warning, Alert and 
Response (WARN) Act, establishing a 
voluntary national alert system in cases 
of emergency. 

"The WARN Act is an important 
step to help secure America's homeland 
in the event of a disaster," said DeMint. 
"It's only a matter of time before the 
next hurricane, tornado, earthquake, 
chemical spill, or terrorist attack 
threatens the safety of our families and 
we must be prepared. We know that 
when disaster strikes, every minute 
counts. This will help first responders 
save lives by keeping people out of 
impacted areas and providing them with 
timely, accurate information." 

Congress passed the act earlier this 
year as part of a larger security bill, the 
Safe Accountability for Every Port Act 
of2006. The WARN Act allocates $106 
million dollars towards developing an 
emergency national alert system. 
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COUNSELIN ~ CO~N E~:Tl ME FO~~~ATITUD E 
By DR. PAT PONTO 
Director of Counseling phrase. week oftlJe quarter) will almost be over! 

TIle importance of gratitude in our lives became 
clear to me about seven or eight years ago. Following the 
advice of a friend, I began to end each day with thoughts 
of three parts of the day for which I was gratefuL I liked 
the impact that my nighttime ritual had on my outlook on 
life. Recently I found out that gratitude has been shown to 
both enable people to handle stress more effectively and to 
improve the ability study. 

Grateful people also have an easier time making their 
hves mean sometlling because they are so aware of what 
causes them to be tllankful. Most interestmg, for those of us 
involved in academia. is that grateful college students report 
an increased ability to study, improved relationships, and a 
sense of well-bemg. 

As we finish up eighth week and move toward 
Thanksgiving, I want to encourage you to think about the 
people and tinles of your life for which you are grateful. I 
recommend that the five minutes before going to sleep, tlJink 
of three parts of the day for which you feel thankful. I know 
it's hard to focus on gratitude during this very stressful tinle 
of the quart.::r, but it may improve your ability to study and 
your sense of well-being as you do. One thing we can all be 
grateful for is that, by tlJe time you read tlus article, eighth 
week (which we at tlJe Counseling Center see as the toughest 

Ninth week will be short and will provide us witIJ 
Thanksgiving, an opportunity to think about the people 
and activities in our life for which we are grateful. 

Our best counseling advice is to enjoy Thanksgiving to 
the fullest. Eat, sleep, visit with your grandparents, watch 
football. relax, take your dog for a long walk, connect witIJ 
high school friends, take time to feel grateful and express 
your gratitude. If you have academic work tlJat has to be 
done next weekend, try to decide before Thursday when 
you ,vill do it and stick to the plan. Please do not let your 
worry about work take over the whole weekend. 

Robert Emmons, Ph.D., a psychology professor at UC
Davis, studies gratitude and presented some of his findings 
at the annual conference of the Association of University 
and College Counseling Center Drrectors last week. In his 
decade of research on gratitude, he has found that grateful 
people handle stress better because of tlleir awareness of 
the "benevolence they have received." I really like that 

Hopefully, you will come back more rested, refreshed, 
well-fed, less stressed and ready to work during tenth week 
and finals. And. hopefully, your gratitude will provide you 
with a sense of well-being and. even, an increased ability 
to study. 

Living Learning Units: Who They Are and What They Do 
By MUNIRAH MCGOVERN 
Staff Writer 

Each Living Leanling house has a 
tlJeme around which they plan three events 
per quarter. TIlls year tllere are six houses: 
Foundations, Music, Sports and Fitness, 
Sustainability. Weliness, and the Women's 
Resource Center. 

Foundations House 
The Foundations House, sometinles also 

known as the Leadership and Community 
House, was founded by seven women. 
Emily Smith K' \0 said, "We saw a need, 
because of study abroad and off-campus 
housing, to foster community between all 
ages and groups of people on campus." Their 
rnJssion is to get all types of people together 
III a comfortable environment for movies, 
comedy shows, food, and more. So far this 
quarter they have sponsored an event on the 
School of the Americas, shown a Halloween 
movie, and every Sunday morning tlJey 
offer free pancakes, juice, and coffee at their 
house from 11-1 (just bring your own plate, 
fork, and mug!). 

Music House 
The Music House began when a group 

of friends wanted a chance to live together 
in an environment where tlJey could play 
music and have jam sessions whenever they 
felt like it, as well as being able to have tlJe 

space, freedom, and impact that a Living 
Learning house provides, said Garrett Turner 
K' 10. The house, consisting of six men and 
one woman, has already had several drunl 
crrcles and jam sessions this quarter, and 
they are planning guitar workshops, a battle 
of the bands, and a sketch comedy event for 
next quarter. 

Sports and Fitness House 
The Sports and Fitness House is tlJe 

only house with an equal number of men and 
women: it has four of each, many of whom 
are athletes at K. Members Clare Lindley 
K' 10 and Natalie Schneider K'l 0 said "the 
idea of having a house gave us tlJe perfect 
balance of living on campus and being part 
of the community but still being able to have 
a house ,vith our friends." According to its 
mission statement, the goal of the house is 
to "raise awareness of the importance of 
fitness in general" as well as "to highlight 
the benefits of creating balance between 
acadernJcs, physical activity,.and nutrition." 
This quarter tlJe house members put on a 
tailgate party for students before K football's 
final home game of the season, and tlJey are 
also planning a K field day. 

Sustainability House 
The members of the Sustainability 

House came togetlJer over their common 
concern for the world and tlJe environment. 
They decided that living together, where 

they could regulate their energy and water 
use and focus on cooking witIJ local food, 
would be the best way to start. "Our goal 
is to be a focal point to connect campus to 
the larger movement to resist materialist 
economizmg ... of the world," said Ben 
Cooper K'IO. The members of the house, 
five women and two men, are working on 
switching the campus over to green clean 
products. So far ilie house has put on several 
events, including a local food potluck, a bootIJ 
at Fall Fest, and "Grooving in tile Grove" 
which included drumming and picking up 
trash in tlJe area around the Living Learning 
houses. They will have their final event of 
the quarter on November 30th, a block party 
known as Trash Bash, in which they hope 
to 'include all the Living Learning houses. 
Trash Bash will have homemade local 
food, literature and space for discussion on 
sustainability. 

Wellness HOllse 
The Wellness House, consisting of five 

women and one man, was created based on 
themes of nutrition, emotional health and 
wellness, and physical weliness. TIlls quarter 
tlJeir specific ilieme was nutrition, and tlJey 
put on a vegetarian open house as well as 
a lecture on eating healtlJy in the cafeteria 
given by Carrie Brankeiwicz K '04, certified 
dietician and physical education Illstructor. 
Emilia LaPenta K ' 10, a member of the 

house, said, "The houses are a fabulous 
opportunity to create comtnunity at K and 
provide funding for all sorts of activities that • 
are really student designed and oriented." 
Next quarter their tlJeme will be emotional 
health, and they will be sponsoring several 
events to help students cope during a stressful 
(and most likely very cold) winter quarter. 

Women S Resollrce Center 
The Women's Resource Center, also 

known as the WRC, has been a fixture on 
campus for many years, and this year a 
group of ten women came together to carry 
on tile tradition. "We didn't all know each 
otlJer at first, but we've corne togetlJer as a 
group," said Laura Fox K' 10. Their mission 
is to provide learning resources for both 
men and women about feminism, and to 
create a safe place for events while fostering > 
feminist dialogue on campus. Earlier in 
the quarter they held a very successful 
open house, and they will be putting on a 
women's open mic night in the Trowbridge 
lounge this weekend. "We want to provide 
a place for women to express their vOice 
though singing, dancing, speaking, reciting, -
or whatever they choose," said Fox. The 
open mic will be held Sunday, November 
18th at 7:00 p.m., and although only. 
women are allowed to perform, everyone is 
welcome to enjoy tlJe show and support the _ 
performers. 
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Policy Outlines Varying Consequences for Marijuana and Alcohol Usage 
Continued from page 5 

of drug busts prompted a closer look at what some students 
saw as a disparity between alcohol and marijuana policies and 
prompted the formation of Students for a Sensible Drug Policy 
(SSDP). 

According to several sources, but not yet confinned 
by campus authorities or the Kalamazoo Cmmtry Sheriffs 
department, two to three times during the 2006-2007 year 
members of the Drug Enforcement Taskforce of Kalamazoo 
County posed as maintenance wolkers in order to gain entry 
into the rooms of suspected drug sellers and traffickers. 

Supposedly following leads obtained by Residential Life 
from student informants, the allegations state that suspected 
residents would open the doors to their rooms for members of 
the Taskforce, who stated they needed to search the rooms for 
contraband ranging from marijuana to a methamphetamine lab. 
The busts yielded drug paraphernalia but the taskforce did not 
discover anything resembling a lab. 

"What's weird about that is that the school's official policy 
is all honor code-based, and it would seem thattheywouldn 'tjust 
search your room outright. So when [the Sheriffs Department] 
searched the roorns, [ResLife] didn't follow their own policy," 
Steve said 

SKWIRRELS By JAMES SPICA 

While SSDPpossesses no influence toward local authorities, 
they currently wolk to persuade campus administrators to enact 
a ''medical amnesty" or "Good Samaritan" policy for issues 
involving the abuse of drugs and alcohol on campus. SSDP's 
proposed policy would allow for students in need of immediate 
medical attention due to a substance overdose to no longer be 
subjected to repercussions from the schoo~ including a $55 fee 
for taking an online re-education class. 

"In practice, they don't punish those who call on behalf 
of someone else, but the person who was using the drugs or 
alcoho~ they will punish," said Dan Mitler K '10 ofSSDP. "As 
part of the ctiminal process, there are heavy fines, court time, 
community service, and probation. We believe that campus 
policy shouldn't add on to those," he said 

While there is no official distinction between penalties for 
drugs and for alcohol, the result of both county prosecution and 
school sanctions creates an environment hostile to drugs and 
relatively lenient on alcohol misuse. 

"Whenever we receive notification that there is drug use 
and distnbution in the residence halls we inform the police, 
mainly because we aren't equipped to deal with illegal drugs," 
said Dana Jansma, Associate Dean of Student Development 

Many students think the drug policy is fair and more 
importantly, inevitable due to state and federal law. 

Daniel Kessler K' 10 said, "Regardless of whether or not 
people have opinions on [the policy], that's the law .. .1 don't 
really see any problem with that" 

Jansmadoesnoteharshercampuspunishmentsformarijuana 
use than alcohol use, in addition to legal ramifications. 

"We take things on a case-by-case basis," she said. "In 
my experience, if somebody is distributing drugs to two people 
and somebody is distributing alcohol to two people there will 
probably be stiffer penalties for the drugs." 

To some students, the policy seems to subtly encourage 
drinking because of the more lenient penalties. 

'The message we get from our campus's drinking policy is 
'Don't drink in your dorm room,' so it forces us to walk through 
the student ghetto, get drunk, and stumble back in to our dorms 
around three in the morning. What does our campus' smoking 
policy say? It says don't smoke, you should drink instead," 
Steve said 

While there exists no decisive way to discern whether or 
not punishments for pot and alcohol should be equated, the 
stigma attached to drugs appears to be a stronger priority for the 
administration. 

'They don't want to involve the police because they don't 
want any arrests, and the arrests would go in the newspapers as 
"K College Student Arrested for Selling Drugs," said Steve. 

Concert Raises Money and Awareness 

, 
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Continued from page 2 

she initially did not plan on playing at 
the event, Guzy persuaded her to perform. 

"I'm always glad when we have a 
show booked anyway and we decide to 
make it for a good cause," said Kramer. 
"Combining it with Free Burma really makes 
it worthwhile." 

Scotland Yard Gospel Choir came 
to Kalamazoo last year for a Musical 
Performance Club event, Guzy said. Since 
that time they signed a record deal and are 
wrapping up a fall tour. 

"We played at K College a few months 
ago and it was a lot of fim," said lead vocalist 
Elia Einhorn. 'There was a nice crowd, and 
we sold a bunch of records and we enjoyed 
it." 

The band recently signed \vith Chicago
based Bloodshot Records. Their most recent 
tour, including the trip to Kalamazoo, wa~ 
arranged by the record label. 

previously been involved with organIZations 
such as Amnesty International and feel a 
sense of worldly responsibility. 

"We're more than happy to be involved 
with this," said Einhorn. "We're all travelmg 
around with a bWlch of democrats and 
socialists in the band so I think everybody's 
trying to do anything we can do whenever 
we get the opportunity." 

Students were asked to donate tlrree to 
five dollars in exchange for adrrussion to the 
event. In addition to donations, there was 
also a bake sale t5> raise more money. 

hI rcally like how they organized a 
concert to generate donations for Bunna," 
srud Alyssa McNamara K' 1 J. "It was a 
really cool and creallve idea, and I had a 
great time." 

Donations totaled over $400, Guzy 
said. All proceeds from the event arc being 
sent to Give to Burma. The group promises 
that 100 percent of the funds go toward 
essential supplies within Burma. 

, • • 
'They [Bloodshot Records] have put 

out records by artists like Ryan Adams 
and we are very pleased to be a part of that 
fanlily:" said Einhom 

'The leaders of Free Burma know the 
women of the foundation so we know where 
the money is going," said Guzy. "It's less 
sadistic puttmg so much work into tills event 
because this money is going to people who 
need it." 

t , " , ,, f' ,. 

• 
SC!'tWIRf\E 

The entire band IS supportive of the 
Burma initiative. Some of the members have 
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By MARY CORCORAN 
SraffWrirer 

"To me students have always been human beings; religion or 
nationality didn't matter." 

doubled and the salaries greatly increased." 

"More familiar than any other figure on campus is that 
of an aged man with youth in his eyes and faith in his heart," 
reads an April 1932 issue of the K College Index. Dr. Herbert 
Lee Stetson left such a mark on K's campus, during his time 
as professor, president, and chaplain. 

Stetson, the "Grand Old Man of Kalamazoo College" is 
the man for whom K College's beloved chapel is named. At 
the time of the building's erection, Stetson Chapel was the 
highest elevation on campus. K College historians recall that 
narning it after the college's seventh president was simply 
inevitable. 

Profiles of Stetson from early 1930s issues of The Index 
characterize him as a friendly, familiar and personable face 
on campus. "With students, the barrier of years fades away 
and reveals a sympathetic and understanding mind, one that, 
although mellowed by experience, still preserves a touch of the 
radical so precious to youth," according to Index archives. 

In 1956, President Hicks wrote in an issue of The 
Kalamazoo College Alumnus, "One finds deep satisfaction, 
too, in the accomplishments of Dr. Stetson and Dr. Hoben, who 
built the modem college and crystallized their achievements in 
a fellowship oflearning." 

Despite all ofhis accomplishments and honors, Stetson 
maintained a modest outlook. "I do not regard the erection 
and chnstening of this beautiful chapel so much as a tribute 
to me as an expression of the deep loyalty of the alumni and 
friends of Kalamazoo College," he said in the June 1932 
issue of the Kalamazoo College Bulletin. Stetson died on 
January 18, 1935. In 1983, the chapel bearing his name was 
declared a national historic site. 

Stetson served the students as a Professor of Psychology 
and Education for over two decades, during which time he 
was also acting president for two years. In 1913, Stetson was 
appointed President of the College, a position he filled until 
1922. After stepping down, he went on to work as Director 
of the Placement Bureau and as Chaplain. 

Born in Greene, Maine, at the age of 24 Stetson was 
ordained a Baptist minister. That year he married a woman 
named Marry Clifford. The newlyweds left their home 
on the East Coast, moving to the Midwest to begin their 
''home-making and ministerial duties." Before settling in 
Kalamazoo, Stetson worked as a lecturer in psychology and 
religion and the University of Chicago. 

Employing his religious background as campus 
chaplain, Stetson began the K College tradition of the 
"student open forum, held in chapel once a week with 
students and faculty participating"-k:noWD today as Jama, 
in past years as Chapel. Over 70 years since its inception, 
Jama participants and coordinators still continue Stetson's 
vision on a weekly basis. 

Stetson was a Baptist minister, but his connection with 
students and faculty and the Kalamazoo community was 
seCular. ''In my teaching I have followed a principle of never 
doing for a student what he can do for himself: it has not 
been my desire to be a carrier of nursing battles," Stetson 
said ina statement to the Kalamazoo Gazette, April 23, 1932. 

Stetson hirthed the four principles under which K College 
students have studied for generations. 

During the chapel's dedication ceremonies on Founders 
Day, April 22, 1932, Stetson distributed a response to greetings, 
reading in part: "under the influence of these four principles I 
tried to do my duty to this College. We did not accomplish all 
we desired Some of our plans were upset by the World War 
and by severe sickness. But there was never a day without 
much thought for the welfare of Kalamazoo College." 

In his thirty-second year serving the college, Stetson 
abstracted his goals and contributions. " .. .It has been my 
supreme desire to make it as good a Christian college as can 
be made, never needing to apologize for any element in its 
life and work, always maintaining high ideals, emphasizing 
quality rather than quantity, developing marked individuality 
and independence of thought among its students, and creating 
that spirit which transforms this world into the best possible 
world for human beings to become all they are capable of 
becoming." 

Administrative goals included increasing faculty 
salaries, raising scholastic standards, adding faculty members, 
strengthening the college's financial structure, and building 
a competitive curriculum, according to Kalamazoo Public 
Library records. Many signs point to Stetson's success. The 
Index archives state: "In the ten years after Dr. Stetson took 
office, the number of students and faculty were more than 

Why Are You Still Here? Continued 
Continued from page 6 

graduate courses in social work at WMU. 
Eventually, K invited Seuss to teach a 

course. It went well and she was asked to 
teach another. Having experienced success 
as a professor, Seuss knew it was time to 
decide between careers. 

"Trying to balance three careers -
therapist, professor, writer - as well as 
parenting a young son - was too much. 
I had to choose. And teaching was my 

calling ... teaching writing is my first and 
last love," she said. 

Through it all, K always held a special 
place in Seuss's heart. 

"Although there are many things we 
can and do critique about K, I am very loyal 
to the place and the education we offer," 
she said. "There's something about it -
something difficult to explain, but palpable. 
I've given readings allover the country, at 
many comparable schools, but the K student 
is somehow more adventurous and engaged 

than students I've worked with elsewhere." 
More than just the students keep Seuss 

coming back for more; the faculty proves 
unique as well. 

"I've never seen a more talented 
faculty. K's English Department is where 
I learned to think deeply, with complexity, 
about literature and wriring," she said. "I 
am loyal to it, to Humphrey House and to 
these particular students. I feel very, very 
lucky to work here." 

Seuss, in her admiration for the college, 

Photo/Komal Chughtai 

has some words of wisdom for students -
though she is not sure that they need it. 

"I am always amazed and moved by 
my students. They are risk-takers. They 
are willing to think deeply about difficult 
subjects. Who am I to advise them?" she~ 
said. "1 guess I'd just say what people 
probably said to me back then - appreciate 
the time you spend here. Wring it dry. Don't ~ 
get so overwhelmed by plans for the future 
that you forget to notice the horizon line 
now and then." 
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T'H£ S£X Fll£S: Dissecting Dysfunction .. .Is It All in Your Head? 
By MICAH SMITH 
Staff Writer 

In previous articles I have 
discussed the social, political and 
linguistic causes of sex relating 
to shame and guilt. Feelings of 
shame and guilt pervade our 
culture. The consequences of this 
association are both negative and 
measurable. 

In 1987, the population of 
the United States reached about 
242.25 million. According to a 
federally fimded survey at that 
time, the Massachusetts Male 
Aging Study led by Boston 
University urologist hwin 

• Goldstein, an estimated 30 
million American men suffered 
from erectile dysfimction (ED), 
making up roughly 12.4 percent 
of the male population. The 
study didn't take into account 
the number of males that had not 
yet passed puberty and become 
sexually active. This means that 
the number of afIlicted males in 
the US is most likely closer to 20 
percent of the population. 

ED, the most common 
.,.~ complaint of men, is not the 

most prevalent sexual dysfunction 
among men, only the most well 
known. It is well known mainly 
because of the mass press given to 
Pfizer Pharmaceutical's successful 
release of Viagra in 1998. The 
most prevalent sexual dysfunction 
(among heterosexual men) is what 
is called rapid ejaculation. Thirty-six 
to 38 percent of men report that they 
have experienced this persistently 
or recurrently. 

It is' estimated that 40 percent 
of women suffer from some form of 
sexual dysfimction. The symptoms 
of sexual dysfimction can include 
lack of sexual desire (16 to 34 
percent of women report inhibited 
sexual desire), an inability to enjoy 
sex, insufficient vaginal lubrication, 
or, even if sexually aroused, a failure 
to achieve an orgasm (it is estimated 
that 5 percent to 10 percent of 
women in the general population 
experience persistent or recurrent 
inhibited orgasm). 

The female equivalent to 
erectile dysfimction is called female 
sexual arousal disorder (FSAD). 
Normal sexual arousal in women 
causes enlargement of the clitoris 

and surrounding tissue, secretion of 
vaginal lubrication, and relaxation 
and widening of the vaginal opening. 
However, in cases involving FSAD, 
one or more of these fails to occur, 
causing intercourse to be painful or 
impossible. 

Whether or not vaginal 
intercourse is the aim of the 
individual experiencing symptoms 
of a sexual dysfimction, the 
emotional causes are frequently the 
problem. In our culture, everything 
is fixed with chemicals, pills, 
and surgery, strengthening the 
common belief that the problem is 
biological and/or genetic. However, 
the majority of doctors believe 
sexual dysfimctions are caused 
by psychological factors such as 
inadequate or ineffective foreplay, 
depression, poor self-esteem, a 
history or presence of sexual abuse 
or incest, feelings of shame or guilt 
about sex, fear of pregnancy, or 
stress and fatigue. 

I will acknowledge the fact that 
there are physical and biological 
illnesses that contribute to sexual 
dysfimctions, but when almost half 
of the sexually active population 

in the United States experiences 
some form of sexual dysfimction, 
the problem can no longer simply 
be biological. Americans are not 
sexually inferior to people of 
other nations. We are not naturally 
dysfimctional. On the contrary, 
through a healthy Protestant work 
ethic, shame and guilt have invaded 
the sexual realm. 

Now, as if our history could 
have led us nowhere else, we treat 
every problem with drugs and ignore 
the possibilities that lie deeper 
within us. When Viagra becomes 
the only answer to problems of an 
emotional nature, the symptoms 
that started as ED will just become 
something worse. 

Sexual dysfimctions in a 
society that revolves around goals 
and accomplishments are only 
intensified. Ifa man fails to "achieve" 
an erection, he will feel poorly and 
lose confidence because his whole 
life his penis has been compared in 
the media to a machine, something 
that works at 100 percent all the 
time, drives home and hits hard. This 
loss in confidence will build up fear 
in him about the next time, a "what 

if it doesn't work?" syndrome. 
It is the same for women. When 
a woman associates sex with 
discomfort and can't get wet, then 
intercourse is painful and that 
association becomes stronger. 
Sexual dysfimction is a perpetual, 
self-intensifying problem. 

Because of all the negative 
effects that can come from this 
association of sex with shame 
and guilt, it is important to build 
a healthy sexual mindset. It is 
important to design what you 
feel is healthy based on what 
you are comfortable with, but 
also to take into consideration 
that healthy never means you're 
bad if you have sex. Sometimes 
our comfort zones should be 
pushed in order to enjoy more 
of life and sex. They are linked 
inextricably to self-confidence 
and high self-esteem, both of 
which are necessary for our 
individual happiness and success 
in relationslups throughout our 
lives. 

All data taken from The 
Kinsey Institute online at 
kinseyinstil1.~te.org. 

TED'S BRIEFS Team as well. 
The MlAA selected freshman defender Chelsea Smith to 

the Second Team. 

with a 33'" place finish overall, and senior Ene Wohlford 
came in 105/h overall for the men. 

By TED MAGDZINSKI 
Sports Editor 

Kalamazoo Athletes Earn HOl/ors 

A total of eleven Kalamazoo athletes for the fall season 
won various honors for thelT efforts durmg the 2007 season. 
The awards and honors were announced last week, and some 
of the athletes earned multiple recognitions. 

For men's soccer, which finished third in the MlAA 
conference, seniors Scott MacDonald and Steve Hagerman 
earned selections on the MlAA First Team. Juruors Justin 
Evans and Phil Gray were selected to the MlAA second
tearn. 

In women's soccer, four more players earned selections 
for MlAA honors, three of them to the MlAA First Team. 
Senior goalkeeper Monisha Berkowski earned top goalkeeper 
honors for the second time in her career, and senior AIiza 
Caplan and junior Kelly Lepper fought for spots on the First 

For foothal~ senior wide receiver Mike Benson earned 
two honors crediting him for his success both on the field 
and in the classroom. He won a spot on the 2007 ESPN The 
Magazine Academic All-District First Team. He also eamed 
tile 2007 MlAA Pete Schmidt scholar-athlete award. 

Volleyball player and senior Laura Winkler also won 
a spot on that same ESPN The Magazme Academic All
District First Team. On top of that, she came away with MlAA 
Defensive Player of the Year honors, helped by a record-setting 
performance against Alma College. Senior Bridgett Blough 
was selected to the MlAA Second Team. 

Cross Coul/try Competes at NCAA III Nationals 

The Kalamazoo College cross country tearns wrapped up 
their seasons Wlth the final race of the season in Grand Rapids 
last Saturday, Nov. 10. The men's teanl finished 25" out of34 
tearns, and the women's team ended in 21 a out of 31 tearns. 

Sophomore lillian McLaughIin led the women's team 

Men s Football Ends Season with a Loss 

To end on a negative note, the Kalamazoo College 
football team (1-8, 0-7 MlAA) lost therr season finale 51-0 at 
Olivet College. The loss puts them in last place in tile MlAA 
in a year full of struggles. The team lost its last Sl-""cn games, 
and all of its MlAA competitions. 

Swimming and Di\ il/g Propels Out of Chicago 

The men's and women's S\vinlrning and diving tearns 
each earned a third-place finish at the Chicago Invitational 
over the weekend. 

So far, they have competed well against MlAA tearns, 
and for an out-of-conference meet, they finished in the top 
half of eight tearns. 

Sophomore Paul Ellis won the 100 backstroke 
and sophomore Alfonso Espinosa took first in the 100 
backstroke. 
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Thanksgiving Thefts Lead to Arrest 
By LISA PHILLIPS 
News Editor 

One K student's quick thinking 
led to an on-campus arrest for 
burglary tbis Thanksgiving. 

At 9:30 P.M. on Thursday, 
November 22, a student in 
Trowbridge heard her door handle 
rattle. Upon investigation, she 
discovered an unidentified man in 
tbe building checking dorm doors 
to see if tbey were unlocked. 

The student promptly contacted 
Security, who reported immediately 
to tbe location and called tbe 
Kalamazoo Department of Public 
Safety (!<DPS). 

KDPS made contact witb 
tbe unidentified male, who was in 
possession of a K student's keycard. 

They arrested him on a charge of 
"burglary - forced entry residence," 
and took him into custody, said 
Sergeant Earle Martin of tbe 
KDPS. 

KDPS also identified two otber 
male suspects who are currently 
under investigation, altbough tbey 
made no more arrests at tbat time. 

After further questioning tbe 
individual, KDPS discovered stolen 
goods in tbe car oftbe K student, an 
acquaintance of tbe three suspects. 
Most of tbese stolen items had been 
taken eitber on Thanksgiving Day 
or earlier in tbe week 

Stolen goods included laptops, 
iPods, and otber electronic devices. 
Autborities returned labeled items 
to tbeir rightful owners, altbough 

several items in police custody have 
yet to be identified. 

Police are sti.11 examining 
details of tbe case. "We are 
continuing witb tbe investigation, 
and are questioning all persons 
involved," said Sergeant Martin. 

These individuals, if charges are 
filed against tbem, may face serious 
repercussions. Tim Young, Director 
of Security, noted that burglary and 
larceny are felonies punishable 
by imprisonment. However, 
Sergeant Martin said, "Witb tbe jail 
overcrowding, iftbe person doesn't 
have a record, more tban likely tbey 
would get probation." 

This is tbe most recent of 22 

Continued on page 2 

The Unexpected Danger of Study Abroad 
Students speak out about their experiences with sexual 
assault overseas and authorities' response 
By MEGAN O'NEILL 
Staff Writer 

Lauren Lynch K'08 lived 
with her host family just 
outside of Clermont-Ferrand, 
France. One evening, she 
went out with another woman, 
but the buses stopped running 
at II p.m. They planned to 
walk partway home together. 
They ran into another student 
they knew. He offered to walk 
Lynch home, but wanted to 
stop at his place for a jacket. 

Lynch said she was raped 
by that student. "r had to go 
through the process alone-in 
French. On Thanksgiving," 
she said. 

Margaret Wiedenhoeft at 
the Center for International 

Programs (CIP) said that the 
CIP hears about two to three 
sexual assault reports each year. 
Sexual assault includes but is 
not limited to rape. Students 
don't always come forward -
Resident Directors must tell the 
college if they are told of an 
assault. The number of students 
who report their sexual assault 
is an under-representation of 
the actual number. 

Wiedenhoeft said the 
initial concern of the C IP is the 
student's physical wellbeing. 
The ClP's main goal IS 10 "be 
guided by what the survivor 
wants," she said. 

The CIP helps students 
prevent and deal with sexual 
assault. They distribute 

emergency information to 
students during study abroad 
orientation, including an 
optional panel called "Women 
and Study Abroad." The panel 
explains "how being a woman 
can affect your experience." 
she said. 

Once students arrive on
site, Resident Directors give 
out emergency informatlon. 
The Director also reminds 
students of how women are 
perceived in that culture. 
Student's optIOns 10 terms 
of formal actions vary by 
program 

Following the IOcident, 
Lynch told a program 

Continued on page 2 
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Coach Brooks Resigns, 
Search Begins for Replacement 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 
Sports Editor 

After tbree seasons as head 
football coach of Kalamazoo 
College, Terrence L. Brooks 
resigned Monday from tbe 
position to pursue other interests. 
He compiled a record of 7-21 
(5-16 MJAA) before stepping 
down. 

While rumblings of a 
possible resignation began 
weeks ago, it finally came to 
fruition, no surprise to some 
members of the football squad. 

"We had a feeling that 
something like this may happen," 
said a junior player who wished 
to remain anonymous. "He told 
us tbe school was not always 
supportive of the football 
program, even when we gave 
100 percent." 

Until Kalamazoo hires a 
new football coach, with the 
search beginning immediately, 
assistant coach Eric Soulier 
K'OO will take over football 
operations. 

Kristen Smith, Director of 
Athletics, sees the importance of 
starting tbe search early to reduce 
the damage the resignation will 
do to recruiting. 

"Anytime a coaching change 
takes place, recruiting takes a 
hit," said Smitb. "We're trying 
to complete the search as soon 
as possible." 

Smitb has her work cut out 
for her, witb the job resumes 
already coming into her e-mail, 
just hours after the news broke. 

"[Brooks 1 had been thinking 
about tbis for a long time; this is 
not a rash decision," said Smith. 

Senior Randy Rzeznik, 
who played for Brooks all three 
seasons, has some ideas as to 
who the school should hire for 
next season. 

"They really should hire 
someone who has worked in 
the system and knows the team 
well," said Rzeznik. "If tbey 
get the right guy, they can have 
a much better season; there's 
nowhere to go but up." 
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professor that she was raped. The 
professor reported the assault to the 
Resident Director and the CIP. 

Lynch said her Resident DIrector 
"probably would have been [helpful] if 
I had talked to him, but r just didn't feel 
comfortable. " 

Last spring, Lynch recommended 
that the CIP hire a more approachable 
female assistant director for her program, 
and clump the students' host families 
together. The crp did both. 

Lynch remains unsatisfied with the 
ability of the CIP to help her while she 
studied abroad. She feels the on-site 
orientation was incomplete. 

"I found out later we were supposed 
to get a packet from our program director 
about what to do in emergencies and 
we ... didn't get one," she said. 

Lynch didn't have internet access at 
her homestay, and didn't remember the 
emergency information handout. 

"I didn't know r was supposed to not 
wash my clothes and go straight to the 
hospital," she said. 

Authorities advised Lynch to talk to 
the Counseling Center, but she chose not 
to. She just wanted to push through her 
last two months, she said. 

In her 20 years working at K, Dr. Pat 
Ponto has seen about ten students who 

saId they had been sexually assaulted on 
study abroad. 

"With the students I have known, 
they dId not tell the college," Ponto 
said. 

Some of the students were assaulted 
but not raped. Ponto suspected that 
students who were not raped might have 
chosen not to inform the college as a way 
to help them deal with their trauma. 

Another student who was raped last 
year on study abroad in Nairobi, Kenya, 
and who wishes to be identified as 
Savanna, was dissatisfied with the ClP. 

Savanna accepted an invitation to 
dinner and drinks with the host brother of 
another K student. There was attraction 
on both sides, but Savannah told him she 
did not want to sleep with him. He raped 
her anyway. She tried not to think about 
it while her mother visited. It wasn't 
until another host brother assured her 
that wasn't how all Kenyan men behaved 
that she reported it. 

She and her Resident Director 
agreed that they would not tell the 
CIP, but Savanna's Resident Director 
informed the college without telling her. 
She was never contacted by the crp or 
the Counseling Center, even though both 
knew her situation. 

"I was under the impression that if 
the crp knew, they would've sent at least 
one email, to see if I was ok," she said. 

Crimes on Campus 

She was not encouraged to get medical 
attentlon. 

Aecordll1g to Savanna, the ClP told 
students not to dnnk. However, drinking 
is part of Kenyan culture, and Savanna 
trusted the group of host siblIngs who 
took her and her friends out. 

Savanna and Lynch want a mandatory 
"Women and Study Abroad" panel. 

Dr. Joe Brockington of the ClP 
explained that the CIP is hesitant to make 
"Women and Study Abroad" mandatory. 

"Students, in general, are against 
mandatory anything ... [and] if we make 
something mandatory, then there needs 
to be a consequence for not going," he 
said. 

According to Brockington, K 
programs discuss student safety at a 
meeting including all the Resident 
Directors and much of the CIP staff 
every two years. The crp relies on the 
Resident Directors to be knowledgeable 
about students' legal rights, and to inform 
students of those rights on-site. 

"We encourage them to put [that 
information] in the packet; it's something 
we'll take up ... this summer," he said. 

"I don't blame the CIP," said 
Savanna. "I don't know, if r would 
have heard [my] story, if it would have 
changed anything, but it would have 
been one more story in the back of my 
mind while I was making decisions." 
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reported breaking-and-entering burglaries on campus 
reported m 2007. Twenty of these incidents OCClllTed 

within the residence system. Twenty-two other on-campus 
thefts not classified as breaking-and-entering have also 
occurred. 

These photos capture moments from the all-female production of William 

Shakespeare's HamLet, performed in Nelda K. Balch Playhouse Nov. 15-1S, 
2007. 

Young emphasized the importance oflockmg dorms 
in preventmg more burglaries from occurring. 

"Students need to lock their doors, whether they're 
going off campus or walking down to a fiiend. Someone 
will walk into the room and take something that belongs 
to them," he said. "None of the rooms that have been 
burglanzed this year have had any cVldence of being 
broken into - the crimes have occurred in unlocked 
rooms." 

Students who are wOllderingwhether theirstolen items 
may have been among those recovered should contact the 
Department of Public Safety for more infom13tion. 
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A Hands-On Approach K Brings Bear-Blasting to Campus 
By NAOMI SHAGWELL 
Dog Walker 

Dr. Emily Lenning's popular 
sociology class, the Social Context 
of Sexual Behavior, features two new 
components in the winter when Dr. Jenna 
McCarthy takes over - options for 
service-learning and physical education. 

"Too many students graduate without. 
having any conception of sex. Hopefully 
my class can open the eyes of many 
students." 

By DIR'TE SANCHEZ 
Body Builder 

A new varsity sport has emerged on the 
campus of 1(; Bear-blasting. It involves bears, 
a lot of pain medication, and honey - the 
recipe for fun. Pitched to the college by a K 
alum Larry Loveless, the athletic department 
embraced the new sport. 

sponsor the sport until they pick up a television 
deal. Loveless says he made the best of a bad 
situation, and would like to see an improvement 
in the participation. 

Horace Heelbottom K'll, a math 
major, said, "This class will change my 
life. Currently, I have only an academic 
view of sexual behavior - now, the 
information is three-dimensional!" 

"WHEN GOD GIVES YOU LEMONS 
YOU FIND ANEW GOD," shouted Loveless, 
abruptly ending the interview to go home to his 
400 babies. 

Service-learning has long been a 
part of Kalamazoo College's strategic 
goals and Professor McCarthy'S class is 
no exception. Students enrolled will be in 
the service-learning track if their sexual 
favors are in high demand. Their main 
constituency will be LandSea freshmen 
who never learned to interact well with 
other groups at K. Everyone else in the 
course will pair up and enroll for physical 
education credit. 

Already, the class is over the capacity 
of 35, with many on a waiting list in 
case students drop. The service-learning 
schedule and the phYSical education 
component are rigorous, requiring 
experiential learning three times a week 
for a duration of thirty minutes per 
session. 

Currently, only Calvin College competes 
inbear-blastingwithinthe MIAA "YOU WILL 
FEEL SO ENERGETIC," said Loveless, also 
the creator ofPOWERTIlIRST energy drink. 

For more information, visit http://www. 
collegehumor.comlvideo: 1777193 or http)! 
www.collegehumor.comlvideo:I779769! 

"I think it's important that students 
at K get some real experience in what 
they're studying," said Dr. McCarthy. 

"I don't know, I don't know if I 
have the endurance," said Billy Boohoter 
K' 11. "I mean, I did rigorous rounds of 
Quiz Bowl practice in high school, but 
physical activity? Eh?" 

Loveless said he came up with the idea 
for bear-blasting after slipping into an energy 
coma after testing his energy drink product. 
When he woke up, he was slathered with 
honey, surrounded by bears. The energy burst 
allowed him to fight his way out. 

"I MADE IT A SPORT BECAUSE 
I BECAME TOO ENERGETIC FOR 
NORMAL SPORTS," screamed Loveless. He 
cites his power legs as the reasoning. 

Currently, POWERTIlIRST plans to Photo!www.myspace.com 

Voices From Abroad in Cancun, Mexico: "I'm Learning a Lot." 
By FARrAH MRYE 
Girl Gone Wild 

It's morning. Early mWllng. 
The sun emerges from som 'here 
beyond the majestic sea. 

It IS an incn.xl.iblc sight, only 
there is something \\TOng with the 
picture - - the shimmering water 
appears to be above the horizon, 
and the sky below it. What's 
more, tlle sun SC~'llIS to be fulling 
downward out of the water mtll 
the sky. 

My eyes start to water as 
blood rushes to my head. I realize 
that, instead of air flowing Into 
my mouth, lukewaml hquid with 
a hint of sand IS making its way 
do"n my throat and Into my 
stomach. 

Finally, I recognize the plasttc 
nozzle between my teeth and feel 

the parrs of hands holding my legs 
straight up in the 31r, and it hits me: 
I'm 10 Cancun. I'm on study abroad. 
And I have been domg a keg stand 
for far longer than any coherent 
human should. 

Study abroad in Cancun, 
Mexico has been an extremely 
emichillg and fulfiJling experience. 
Waking up every day always brings 
a surprise. 1bis is because I rarely 
remember where I went to bed 
the rught before. 1 've awoken on 
~"3ches, sidewalk;. stairwells, and 
batlrroom floors all owr the City. 
In my mmd, this has been a great 
way to really get out and see parts 
of CancUD tl!at modem day tourists 
tend to nuss. TIus foml of "sight
seeing" has also allowed me to get 
in touch with the local culture on a 
student budget. Look at how many 

places I've gotten to see without 
spending a single permy! Awesome. 

TIle people in Cancun are 
extremely friendly and helpful. Most 
of them are actually American, which 
makes commurucatmg with them 
really easy. [ always knew learning 
a foreign language was useless! All 
of my professors are really smart. I 
actually haven't seen any of them in 
about two weeks ~'Cause none of us 
can remember where the university 
is. Good thing study abroad grades 
are credit/no credit! 

Here in Cancun I live with seven 
other people in an apartmenl 1bis 
has eausLxI me to learn a lot about 
the dynamics of a household, and 
also how to deal with poople from 
different cultures. Like. somellmes 
my roommate Carly from Georg13 
calls pop "soda," and we 'Ill get in 

this huge debate about what it's 
actually called. And then sometimes 
my other roommates Jason and 
Johnny fight about who's better, the 
Red Sox or the Yankees, and then 
they'll start throwmg ashtrays and 
beer cans at each other and the rest 
of us have to come in and calm them 
down. As you can see, it sometimes 
can be difficult to understand the 
way other people bel13ve and live 
out their different cultures. but I 
truly believe that this experience is 
making me a more insightful, well
rOlmded person. 

The social scene in Cancun 
is at the top of the charts. The 
parties at the clubs stay going until 
the sun comes up, and when tl!a! 
happens, we just hit tlle beach for 
more partymg. Some clubs have 
killer parties that are awesome, and 

if you get there at the right time, 
the drink specials make for some 
killer partying. Usually we will 
start tlle party m our apartment 
and make some awesome party 
drinks, then head out for a killer 
night full of partying and drinks. 
The drinks just keep flowmg at all 
the awesome parties until the sun 
comes up, and onee they stop, we 
move the party and the drinks out 
to the beach and do keg stands. 
Parties and drinks are killer ways 
to get in touch with the awesome 
SOCial scene. 

I love studying abroad at 
Caneun. It IS such an enriching 
and fulfillmg expenence, and I 
would love to keep learning about 
the people and the culture here 
m CanClln for the rest of my life. 
Amen. 
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VJ 
~ 
U 
Z 
~ 
Z Name Buddy the Elf 

~ 
~ Hometown: North Pole, The 

~ Favorite color Red and Green 

:::::J Favorite thing.' Smiling 

a Sest adl'ice you 'I'e receil'ed: "lfyou see 
a sign that says 'Peep Show,' that doesn't 

U mean that they're letting you look at the new 
toys before Christmas." 

~ I()'ou were all animal which one would you 
wallt to be? Rudolph the red-nosed reindeer 

VJ ~f7lich aile wouldj'ou reali)"be? Baby harp seal 

~ If you could have coffee with anyone. who 
~ would it be alld what would you talk about? 

O The Easter Bwmy, while discussmg and 
comparing the pressures of being a holiday 
Icon. 

~ Fashion Pet Peeve: Non-curly-toed shoes 

~ What do you walll to be whell ),011 grow up? 
~ HeadElf 

Z FOI"orite Holiday Drink: Peppermint hot 
chocolate o What kind of underwear are you wearillg? 

Z 
Polar bear fleece boxers 

FOI'orite actor and why: Jimmy Stewart 
~ from "It's a Wonderful Life," because the 
~ movie is about the holidays and I just love 

Jimmy Stewart. 

Advicefor Campus: Try to stick to the four main food 
groups. candy, candy canes, candy corns and syrup. 

--Santa s LII' Helper K '08 
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Bridging the Gap: Unibrows Unite 
By HARRIET UNO 
Director of Waxing 

K's newest student organization is standing up for those 
with a rather hairy predicament. 

Students for Unibrow Compassion and Kinship hopes 
to end cultural discrimination against those with extended 
eyebrows. 

The obstacles facing SUCK members are immense. 
'The prejudice against us is terrifying. Friends of mine are 

afraid to appear in public because of the shame and ridicule 
they must endure," said SUCK leader Olga Flewelling K'09. 

SUCK formed after a K student had an unfortunate 
incident involving several malicious ~enagers and a pair of 
pliers. K students sprung into take action. 

The group hopes to provide a safe haven for those who 
both 'flaunt the fur' and 'hide the hairiness.' SUCK members 
can discuss their difficulties and offer support for each other as 
they reveal their brow status. 

Flewelling recalls years and years of excruciating plucking 
and waxing, and even fleeing to Mexico for the radical, 
unlicensed sw-gical procedure called 'scalpal harvesting.' 

"Yes, it was ultimately disastrous, but the pain was far less 
than the scorching stares of thousands of eyes that my forehead 
used to endure every day," said Flewelling. 

The condescending attitude starts at an early age, said 
SUCK member Dirk Gordon K '10. "Al; a child, I knew I 
was different. It was like I would look in the mirror and see 
someone others wished not to see. The bi-brows would never 
accept me." 

Gordon expressed difficulty in forming friends. 'The only 
time other children would call me was for trick-or-treating. I 
was in middle school when I started having my first plucking 
disorder." 

Flewelling noted the particular hardships of securing 
dates. "I dOll't know why people find unibrows so unattractive. 
In Iran, they're a sign of fertility and virginity," she said. 

Actions taken by the committee include plastering the 
campus with Bert and Emie posters, and emulating another 
famous unibrower, Oscar the Grouch, by wearing trash cans 
to class. 

SUCK also hopes to combat the vast issue of discrimination 
in restaurants. "Simply sitting in a restaurant brings on 
stares, jeers, and pointing, often with the middle finger," said 
Flewelling. "And the food is always sub-par." 

To protest this grave injustice, SUCK is planning a 
demonstration at Burger King, where bi-brow SUCK members 
will draw fake unibrows with permanent marker and demand 
friendly service and equal burger size. 

Also, the group is in the process of bringing Frida Kalho 
inpersonator, Salma Hayek, to campus for an LAC event 
called "Loving Yourself Even Though You're Not Nearly as 
Ridiculously Good-Looking as Me {And Never Will Be)." 

Gordon hopes it is possible to band together both 
unibrowers and umbrow sympathizers. 

Now, he says, "I love myself in all my natural beastly 
beauty. SUCK helped me to accept and be proud of my 
unibrow." 

Both unibrows and bi-brows, whom SUCK members 
call 'the others,' are welcome to join this inclusive group, said 
Gordon. 

In the future, SUCK talks of expanding its membership 
to include those with abnormally large noses and overly long 
mustaches. 

Interested students ean get involved by emailing the Index 
for their free "Support SUCK" buttons and black permanent 
markers. 

Babies 2 K: Organic and 
Fresh From the Farm 
By JACK THE BEANSTALK 
Magic Legume Farmer 

Are you worried about 
overpopulation issues? Have 
you been concerned about our 
environment? And more importantly, 
do you enjoy a good meal? Then 
EnvOrg's recent alliance with 
Farms2K and Borson Hospital 
should whet your appetite-local, 
organic babies will now be available 
for students' consumption every 
Saturday and Sunday night III the 
cafeteria. 

EnvOrg president Jenna Hertz 
K' I 0 said, "Really the idea is quite 
natural and brilliant. The food in 
the caf sucks on the weekends, 

overpopulation sucks all the time, 
now we can eradicate both in one fell 
swoop!" 

Overpopulation puts increasing 
strain on the environment as the 
earth's resources deplete to make 
supplies for billions of people, in 
addition to the increased greenhouse 
gas emitted from higher energy use. 
Although several policymakers tried 
to curb births through legislation 
and education about effective birth 
control methods, eating babies 
proves to be a more energy-efficient 
solution. 

"Eating babies not only is 
helpful for the environment, it has 
the potential to help starving people 

everywhere," said Farms2K president 
Ali McCubbrey K'08. "If you're 
hungry, why not eat a baby? If you 
can't afford organic food, why not get 
pregnant? It's the most sustainable 
food source I've come across." 
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Honk fOf ... a Hazelnut Latte? 
By BIGG TEE 
Gas Pumper 

He entered the dive anticipating the soWld 
of a sizzling griddle and the sweet aroma of 
hearty bacon. Instead, he was oVCIWhelmed by 
the strong scent of coffee beans and the loud 
clanking of a fuulty cappuccino machine. 

Chuck Newber, a burly 42-year-old 
trucker from lowatown, Iowa, was "cravin' a 
fixin' of flapjacks;' but he was hit only with 
disappointment. 

Since Biggby's controversial name
change, and the chain's southward expansion, 
hWlgry truck drivcrs across the Midwest have 
wandered into the cafes believing them to be 
greasy spoons. Their biggest complaint: "What 
in the hell kind of diner is this?" 

I'll have a 'pair of drawers,' said Newber, 
expecting the Biggby's barista to serve up 
two cups of coffee. Instead, she gave him a 
bewildered look and almost hit the emergency 
button Wlder the coWlter. 

The only similarity between Biggby's and 

the diners so many truckers have expected, is 
Biggby's fun lingo. The coffee chain boasts 
"nutty buddies" (espresso with hazelnut 
syrup), and "teddy bears" (coffee, caramel, and 
white chocolate). Similarly, diners serve up 
"sweepings with cackleberries" (hash browns 
and eggs), and, better yet, "shit on a shingle" 
(SOS, minced dried beef with gravy on toast). 

Still, baristas are not enthused by truckers 
who ask for "a blonde with sand" (coffee 
with cream and sugar), and, on the other side, 
truckers can only stare blankly when baristas 
ask them to try the new white chocolate and 
cranbeny biscotti. 

Despite miscommunication over the 
name, some drivers are as eager as college 
students to conform to the coffee shop craze. 

Ralph Studebaker, a 58-year-old trucker 
from CoWltryton, Kansas, who drives 
semis "for the love of the sport," is hooked. 
Admitting he used to drift sleepily at the wheel 
after a big diner mea~ he said, "Now I can't 
remember the last time I tripped arurnble strip." 

5 

"Rabid Squirrels" Take Third in 
Rock Band Championships 
By STYX MACGUYVER 
Noob Intern 

With a shredding rendition of the 
Rolling Stones' "Gimme Shelter," 
Kalamazoo's own geeks-turned-stars 
took third place at the "Rock Band 
World Championships" last weekend m 
Stockholm, Sweden. 

Inspired by the success of Guitar 
Hero competitions for 
the Xbox 360, four 
Kalamazoo seniors 
formed a makeshift 
group, named the 
Rabid Squirrels, for 
the tournament of 
the newly-released 
Rock Band game. In 
unrelated news, the 
girlfriends of said members left thcm for 
greener grasses. 

Jim Crupko, Marqueese Pickell, 
Todd Maginal, and Dennis Chin (all 
K '08) realized their lack of skill in 
playing real instruments and seized this 
opportunity to impress their friends. 

"I really felt like I was chalmeling 
Keith RIchards." said Maginal, lead 
guitarist. "Maybe that was why I felt so 
stoned and old all at the same time." 

The Rabid Squirrels lost points in 
the final round because lead singer Chin 

dropped his pants. 
"Isn't that what the real rock stars 

do? I can't help it there were children in 
the front row!" Chin said. 

In the semi-final round, playing Bon 
JOVl 's "Wanted Dead or Alive," drummer 
Crupko broke into an impromptu drum 
solo that impressed the Judges (Metallica 
drummer Lars Ulrich, the ghost of AC/ 

and 14 cats. 

DC's Bon Scott, and 
Bozo the Clown). 

Unfortunately 
for the band, and 
all of its fans. 
Crupko burst into 
flames following 
the Stones' 
performance. He 
leaves behind a son 

Since bassists are not known for 
taking center stage, Pickell made sure III 
the final round to make it clear he was a 
star; unfortunately. he chose to smash his 
guitar controller on the stage. with debns 
taking out Chin's eye. 

"All in a day's work,' said Pickell. 
"We rocked their socks off." 

The reuruon tour will be this 
Saturday in the Olmsted Room. A big
screen TV and Mountain Dew will be 
provided. 

Goin' to the Chapel (But How Do We Get There?) 
By 0 PEN SESAME 
Nun in Training 

The Chapel started a variety of new programs this 
quarter. Although many students appreciate the variety, 
it has left some a bit confused. 

The Chapel offers many meditation groups, including 
Christian, non-Christian, Buddhist, Taoist, student-led, 
adult-led, indoor, outdoor, and tree-climbing meditation. 
The variety of classes no doubt contributes to student's 
disorientation. 

Jesse Jaemison, K ' 10 says he still hasn't found the 
place where his meditation group meets. Jaemison tried 
the choir loft, the Cavern, the small Crypt, and the fire 
circle. 

"1 suspect that I'm always just missing my group," 
he says. "I still haven't figured out where 'the interlude' 

is." 
Aside from its multiple meditation programs, the 

Chapel also provides programming to help students 
unwmd after a stressful day at class. They have knitting, 
crocheting, Lincoln-log-house making, finger painting, 
puppeteering, and macrame groups that meet every night 
of the week. Most of these groups meet in the Cavern. 

The Cavern, for those students who have yet to 
venture inside, is located in the basement of the Chapel. 
The process for entering, however, couldn't be more 
complicated. Instead of granting students easy access 
most days of the week, there is an entry system. This 
system is, unfortunately, difficult to master. 

"For those who've seen The Princess Bride, it 
shouldn't be too hard," said Student Chaplain Reese 
Watts K '08. "There's a knot on one of the trees next to 

the Zen garden, and you just push that, and a staircase 
opens up," said Watts. She said she never has any trouble 
getting into the Cavern to lead the student-led and indoor 
meditation groups. 

Unlike the Pit of Despair, though, the Chapel 
generally brings cheer to all those who manage to enter. 
Offerings of tea, chocolate, a freezer packed with ice 
cream, fresh-baked pastries, and a waffle machine make 
the Cavern a great place to appease your sweet tooth. 

The friendly and welcoming atmosphere of the 
Cavern contrasts starkly with the difficulty in getting in. 
After all, as everyone knows, to get illlo the Zen garden, 
you have to make it past the bear traps. The confused 
students who never approach the Chapel at all are 
probably the lucky ones. It may take Jaemison a while to 
work his way out of that trap. 
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T'H~ S~X flUS: The Differences Between Sex Surrogates and Prostitutes 
By MICAH SMITH 
Staff Writer 

The surrogate secret garden is a sacred place 
where you can come and go as you please. But for the 
last thirty years of its existence (its entire existence, 
as sexologists Masters and Johnson started using 
surrogates for the first time in 1970), people have 
been trying to destroy this veritable garden of Eden of 
sex surrogates. Why? Because they don't understand 
what sex surrogates actually do. 

So what do they do? How are they different from 
prostitutes? I mean, they do have sex for money, don't 
they? The answer is yes, but that doesn't mean the 
occupation should be illegal - however, arguing over 
the morality of the criminalization of prostitution is 
not what this article is about. It is about the controversy 
surrounding the issue of sex surrogates. 

Sex surrogates function as a third member in the 
sex therapist-patient relationship. The most common 
misconception about sex surrogates is that they are 
an elitist type of prostitute, making more money per 
minute, per service than an average prostitute, and 

healthier, more sensible and sensitive sexual mindset 
and ability. This includes long-term therapeutic 
reeducation and reorientation of madequate capabilities 
of functioning or relating sexually. How do they do it, 
you might be asking with a keen interest slightly beyond 
the scope of academia? 

Sex surrogates participate with the client in 
"experiential exercises designed to build the client's 
skills in the areas of physical and emotional intimacy. 
This partner work includes exercises in communication, 
relaxation, sensual and sexual touching and social skills 
training," wrote Raymond J. Noonan, Ph.D. 

Some say that that still sounds like prostitution. 
Well, those people can shove off. 

Some of this work does involve intimate sexual 
interaction, such as sexual intercourse, fellatio, and 
cunnilingus. But this makes sense, as the goals of 
the surrogate are to improve comfort and skills in the 
context of sexual touching and to overcome intimacy 
problems. 

and welfare of both the surrogate and the client, 
ensuring professionalism and protection of each 
party's interests. This is in contrast to the practice 
of prostitution all over the United States, with the 
exception of Nevada, where the only oversight is 
usually by either a cheap motel manager or a dirty 
pImp. 

The average sex surrogate, according to a 
1983-84 survey of 54 working surrogates (at the 
time nearly 35% of the surrogate population in the 
Unites States), is a white female near 40 years old. 
She is not particularly religious; is single in one 
way with 1.4 children; is college-educated with, on 
average, a bachelor's degree plus some post-graduate 
experience; she lives in California, and has been a 
practicing surrogate for over four years. She sees 
roughly 27 clients per year. Lastly, she is heterosexual 
and has been sterilized in order to eliminate the need 
for contraception. 

I_ giving sexual services to customers with the intention 
of instant genital gratification. What the sex surrogate 
actually does, however, is far more involved. 

Another difference between sex surrogates and 
prostitutes is the fact that sex surrogates all over the 
country function under fairly strict guidelines. As of 
2003, surrogate partner therapy is completely legal 
only when performed under the supervision of a 
licensed therapist. The therapist protects the dignity 

Due to these differences in formalities, it is 
estimated that there are fewer than 100 practicing 
sex surrogates in the country and around 200 in 
the world, while there are countless sex runners in 
many of America's and the world's dark corners. 
Sex surrogacy is safer, cleaner, and more productive 
towards the betterment of society than prostitution. The goal of a sex surrogate is to build an overall 

COUNSELINC; COR-NER-: WR-APPINC; UP THE CLUAR-TER-
By DR. PAT PONTO 
Director of Counseling 

For many students, especially first
years, finals week is a very demanding 
time. Three of the major stress
relieving tecllDlques get a real workout 
in just a few days. The techniques 
are to prioritize, to be as realistic as 
possible, and to keep perspective. 

The first factor in prioritizing is 
time - what needs to be done NOW? 
Unless all of your work/all of your 
exams arc in one day, there is a pretty 
natural time order for studying. A 
second major factor is what's most 
IMPORTANT? Most important work 
may be for a class in your major, 
for a class that will affect graduatel 
professional school applications, for 
a class that IS on the border of two 
grades, or for a class you really enjoy. 
It may also mean the work will have 

the biggest impact (count the most) in 
a class that IS important for any of the 
reasons above Prioritizing the work that 
you need to finish and sticking with the 
priorities as closely as possible can make 
a big difference in your stress level and 
in the outcome of the quarter. 

Being realIstic is always 
helpful. Carl Rogers said something 
like, '"RealIty IS our friend:' At first, 
I wondered about hiS comment, bpt I 
have come to understand that we often 
fight reality and there is very little to be 
gained III that battle. Bemg realistic at 
the end of the quarter means eSlimating 
ACCURATELY how long studying 
for a test or other major projects WIll 
take, PLANNING how to fit thosc 
accurate estimates mto your week, and 
BEING HONEST with yourself about 
the work you've done and what the 
likely outcome will be. Esl1mating and 

planning realistically (even for some 
study breaks, so that you don't burn out) 
can also decrease stress and improve 
perfornJance in these last few days. 

Keeping perspective is the tough 
(but very useful) third technique to use 
as the quarter draws to a close. Keeping 
perspective means remembering why 
you're studying hard - holding your 
goals out m front of you when you 
feel overwhelmed or tired. Keeping 
perspective also means asking yourself 
whcn you're not sure about what to 
do, what WIll matter more in 10 years? 
Finally, keeplllg perspective means 
remembering there are many parts to 
your hfe and to the person you are 
studymg IS a very Important one, but not 
the whole story by any means. Do your 
reasonable best and then try to let the 
work go 

FUiais will end and most of you 

will go home for at least part of the 
long break. As invlhng as home can 
be, there WIll probably be stressors 
there as well. Holidays have their 
own difficullIes, but living at 
home for a month provides unique 
challenges, especially for first-year 
students who have just gotten used 
to planning thelT own lives at K 2417. 
My recommendahons are two. talk to 
older students about how they manage 
breaks at home and/or sit down with 
your parents and discnss what will be 
expected while you're home. Curfew 
is often a big Issue, as are household 
chores and responsIbilities. It's much 
less stressful to talk through such issues 
right away than to have a break that is 
disrupted by argumg, frustrations or 
disappointments. 

Big six weeks ahead Best WIshes 
to you all' 
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Why Are You Still Here? K Alu.mni Come Back to Campus 
By ROBYN MCBRIDE 
Staff Writer 

Though many know Kevin Brady K'M 
as a talented art professor worthy of his job at 
K, a lesser known fact is that he was actually 
fired from his first job here. 

"I worked the breakfast shift [in the 
cafeteria), making pancakes at 6:30 a.m.," 
he said. "One morning, my roommate was 
coming through the food line, and I decided to 
make him a jumbo pancake. It was an awesome 
thing, too big for the plate - it sort of draped 
around the edges. The supervisor must have 
seen, because I was 'let go' shortly thereafter." 

himself at the University of Michigan School 
of Art and Design, where he received an MFA 
in painting in 1987. After that, his life was not 
as structured. 

"After graduate schoo~ I worked a series 
of odd jobs, including night clerk at a Bates
type motel, where I got a lot of reading done," 
he said. "I taught high school English for a 
mercifully short while, in which I learned that 
good high school teachers are born and I'm 
not one of them. I also took several more trips 
to Europe and China. Eventually, I found my 
way into college teaching, which had been my 
original plan." 

a level of discourse that 
I couldn't expect at a lot 
of other schools." 

However, Brady 
notes some changes on 
campus. 

"On the whole, 
the faculty is younger 
now, and includes more 
women. Also, there was 
no Dow Science Center, 
Markin Racquet Center, 
or new library. And you 
might not believe it, but 
food in the cafeteria is a 
lot better now!" 

Photos/Kevin Brady 

Kevin Brady K'84 Now & Then Though Brady did not make it as a 
pancake chef, he explored other interests at 
K. He majored in both art and English, a path 
much different from his high school interests. 
He liked drawing and soon found his calling. 
He even helped to design the stained glass 
windows in the lobby of Light Fine Arts 
Building during his first year at K. He also 
studied in Aix-en-Provence, France for six 
months. 

Brady taught at the University ofMichigan 
and then Ripon College in WISCOnsin before 
coming back to K. Though it was his wife, 
Jennifer Redmann (an Associate German 
professor) that was initially offered a position 
at K, Brady couldn't help but take up a position 
as well. 

Brady also notes how historical events 
shaped his time at K. 

that said, 'You've gotta be kidding,'" he said. 
"Gail Griffin has since told me she would have ,. 
given the extension." 

Brady offers some simple advice to 
students today. 

After graduating from K, Brady found 

'''The colleagues, students and campus 
make it easy to stay here. The students are 
excellent - very verbal, serious when they 
need to be, and intellectually cwious. There's 

"John Lennon was killed [my freshman 
year) fall, during exam week. The manager of 
the radio station phoned us in tears. We were 
all pretty shocked; it was hard to think about 
studying. I asked my English professor for an 
extension on a paper, because John Lennon 
had been assassinated. He gave me a look 

"Don't specialize too soon. Double 
major if you can. Don't underestimate what ... 
good food, good sleep and exercise can do for 
you." 

r---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ ~ 
Letter to the Editors 
To the editors: 

Last Saturday's incident in Hoben - in which vandals 
sprayed fire extinguishers through the halls, ground food 
into the lounge, and destroyed furniture, amongst other 
things -was inexcusable, but I can't help but think it's the 
expected result of an experiment no one was for and the 
majority thought would result in something exactly like this; 
the experiment being, of course, the administration's decision 
to segregate the dorms. 

When placed into groups, humans quickly form 
hierarchies based on the restrictions applied to them, 
appointing leaders by aspects like age, maturity, bravado, and 
who speaks the loudest. In school settings where the variable 
of age is generally tightly controlled, people tend to look up 
to classes above tlIem and sct trends for those below, dividing 
mostly along the year they attend. 

Segregating the dorms does the opposite of this by 
splitting up the student body by class, the first year class has 
had to look within themselves for their pecr leaders, exactly 
as they had to do in high school where classes are kept just as 
separated. And I'm sure you all know how well high school 
went. 

Students enter into any college witll certain expectations 
in mind, correct or incorrect, influenced by the media or 
stories from friends or blogs on the Internet. At K in years 

past, this image of the stereotypical college - see, oil, any 
movie involving fraternities and sororities for an example -
has been quickly eroded by a very K-specific fact: only certain 
people last long enough to reach the upper levels, as anyone 
with particularly non-academic bends are weeded out within 
their first year or two. 

This results in a very particular kind of person serving 
as role model for classes beneath them, one who is generally 
studious, polite, and not prone to permitting noisemaking 
during SIP quarters. But by removing any such role model from 
their daily lives, the administration has failed the majority of its 
underclassmen. Pop quiz

' 
If those that make the most noise arc 

the ones people emulate, who do you think will take charge of 
the first-year class: the responsible ones, or the vandals? 

I've had the opportunity to watch a good part of this year's 
freshman class and what I've seen unsettles me. I don't mean to 
imply they're bad people, or that underclassmen are inherently 
flawed; on the contrary, this class seems like any other K has 
admitted. and K's classes come out well. But the ones who are 
taking charge for the first tune are the same that took charge in 
high school, and they're playing by high school rules. 

By removing anyone who rnight expect them to act like 
adults - namely, anyone older than them who can see where 
such behavior leads - they have no pressure to reform, or to 
learn that college doesn't mean coming into the dorm at three 
in the morning shouting at the top of their lungs so their friends 

realize what a cool person they are. By taking away all 
examples of academies that aren't afraid of speaking out and 
taking charge, the freshmen 'nerds' stay silent By keeping 
out anyone that would drill into their heads what a luxury it is 
to have a comfortable place to relax in the evenings, you get 
what happened on Saturday. 

This isn't a surprise - it's exactly what everyone who 
spoke out against dorm segregation expected. It hasn't come 
just as a result of a deranged individual or group wreaking 
havoc, it's an easy-to-follow example of what happens 
when only those with bravado can get rewarded. Thank you, 
administration: you've managed to nudge K away from a 
nerdy institution to one that more closely resembles Western. 

Kalamazoo College, we are failing our first-years. By 
shoving them away from everyone else, we've turned the 
college into a latchkey where the youngest are left to fend for 
themselves, among themselves. 

Saturday's events are not excusable, but they are 
ineVItable as long as this continues. For this school's sake 
and ours, don't let tills continue for another year: tell the K 
admirnstration that we will not put up with segregation, a little 
louder this time than the last. It was a good experiment; it 
failed. Now please let us learn from our mistakes and go back 
to how things were. 

Submitted by an anonymous reader K'09. 
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Chapel Chat: Heading Home for the Holidays 
By ASHLEY LOYD 
Associate Chaplain 

After my first quarter at Ie, I was so excited about going 
home. My brother is seven years older and we have always 
been really close. I could not wait to talk to him about the 
things I had learned and read during those three months. I had 
expected my parents to be curious about my emerging beliefS 
and convictions - not feel so threatened by them. While it was 
great to be home and see the people I loved, they were not as 
receptive to my excitement as I had hoped. 

This turned out to be a sort of pattem during my four 
years at K. Having encoWitered so many new ideas in classes, 
books, discussions and campus events, I changed and grew 
tremendously over the three-month intervals. Each time I went 
horne, I was surprised to find my family was still the same. I was 
raised in a very conservative horne, and while at K I became a 
feminist. My mother forbade my father and me from discussing 
certain topics and ideas. 

Because my friends and fiu:nily were not at K to witness 
the changes I was experiencing, read the books with me, or 
see the speakers, they were surprised to find me so different. I 

became frustrated by their assumptions about me, by not having 
my voice heard, and by their treating me as the same girl they 
knew during high school. 

I felt guilty about going away to a private college while my 
friends stayed at home to attend less expensive public schools. 
I was more excited about school than they were, and I could 
see differences in the opportunities we had at our respective 
schools. I saw that I was being challenged and pushed socially 
in ways they were not simply because I was living away from 
the comforts of horne, and the cushions of a familiar city and 
long time friends. It was lonely; I had a hard time finding people 
that could identify with my experience. 

However, my relationship with my mom was better than 
ever. She and I had some control issues while I was in high 
school (which is part of the reason I wanted to go to school 1300 
miles away). With some distance between us and me clearly in 
control of my own life decisions, our relationship improved. I 
could accept her advice and input as just that Plus, because we 
only had a couple weeks or months together at a time, we both 
tried to make sure they were good ones not spent arguing or 
angry. We were actually becoming friends. But still, I did not 

feel like I belonged at home anymore. 
My changed beliefS created tension between me and my 

fiu:nily.lt is because of this tension that Christmas is my favorite 
holiday. In my family, the figurative elephants do leave the 
room. It doesn't matter how big a fight had been roaring for days 
before, all is dismissed during those ten hours and my family 
finds a way to enjoy one another's presence and company, 
thankful for each other and recognizing our mutual love. 

I have seen my father, mother, brother and friends all grow 
and change, maybe not at the same rate or in the direction that 
I have, but now, four years later, I can see that they did hear me 
and they are continuing to listen. I am still excited to see my 
family this Christmas, and to laugh, talk, remember, cook (and 
yes, even debate) with them 

There is such a vast range of family situations that people 
will be gorng horne to (or avoiding) over winter break. I know 
that some people are living with much larger problems - the 
kind of elephants that never leave the room. But when you go 
home, do not be afraid to be excited, cautious, confident, but 
especially patient \vith the ones you love, and the ones you are 
trying to love. 

l[';auK.[umg ocll Look ~l1t !the PeJr§OH 

lB\eh[umd Ithe Pll~l(gpLJ[e! Trowbridge Hall 

SKWIRRELS By JAMES SPICA 

By MARY CORCORAN 
Staff Writer 

The Woman's BaptistMission Society of 
Michigan dedicated the all-female dormitory, 
Mary Trowbridge House, on November 4, 
1925. At the ceremony, approximately 150 
women, representatives from different parts 
of the state, participated in exercises. 

Mary Trowbridge attended Ie, 
and although she did not graduate, she 
participated heavily in college affairs, acting 
with particular interest in advancing female 
students' experience with higher education. 

Trowbridge was born Mary Day, 
near Sturgis, South Dakota. According to 
the Ka1amazoo Gazette, her father was a 
"pioneer missionary of the Baptist Church in 
this territory." In 1868, Mr. Day sent both of 
his daughters, Mary and her sister Sarah, to 
Kalamazoo College. 

At school Mary Day met a young 
Baptist minister and financial secretary, L. 
F. Trowbridge. According to the K.a1amazoo 
Gazette, the married and moved to Detroit 
in 1870. There, they began amassing their 
fortune. The Trowbridges' first endeavor 

was founding and successfully operating the 
Christian 

When her husband died in 1902, Mary 
Trowbridge moved to New York City, 
where she continued her involvement with 
the Baptist Woman's Missionary Society 
of Michigan by becoming a "prominent 
wOlker in the Judson Memorial FOWidation 
and church." The Kalamazoo Gazette 
characterized Mary Trowbridge as "a woman 
of remarkable moral strength and character 
with a very keen and intelligent interest in 
Christian education." . 

Mary Trowbridge began the Kalamazoo 
College Archives Baptist collection with 
a donation of materials she used while 
authoring her book, Historv of Baptists 
in Michigan. During their lifetimes, the 
Trowbridges "gave very liberally in money 
and service." They were among the college's 
biggest benefactors, each donating $50,000 
to the endowment time!, said the Ka1amazoo 
Gazette. "It is partly for this and partly in 
recognition of their firm friendship that their 
memory has been so honored by the board 
of trustees." 

" 
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