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My Fellow Students, 

Let me 
opportunity 
to welcome 
you back 
after a long 
winter's rest. 
I hope your 
break was as 
relaxing and 
thoroughly 
unproductive 
as 
From 

mine. 
my 

experience, 
Winter 
Quarter can 
often be one 
of the most 
challenging 
of the three 

take this 

than appealing weather of a 
southwest Michigan winter 
can cause this third of our 
school year to drag by at 
the pace of a snail. I would 
encourage all of you, as I did 
in my Fall Quarter Address, to 

keep active 
physically, 
mentally, 
and socially. 
As any 
numlier of 
students can 
attest, this 
has proven 
to be one 
of the best 
prescriptions 
to beating 
back the 
melancholy 
that can often 
accompany 
the snowiest 
segment of 
our academic terms 

year. 
each 
The CounesyofPatrickTanis year. But 

rigorous academic 
workload we experience here 
at "K" coupled with the less 

never fear, 

Continued on page 2 

Trayless Tuesdays Reduce Waste 
By CODY MUSSELMAN 
Staff Writer 

This past Tuesday all of the 
lIays disappeared from the cafeteria 
as a part of a one day student.<Jriven 
pilot project aimed at reducing tile 
cafeteria's food, water and energy 
waste. The lIayless campaign is led 
by Envorg and Campus Energy gmup 
(CEG) in cooperation with Sodexho. 

The idea of going lIayless came 
about at Envorg meetings during 
the last school year. Colleges and 
universities all over the countJy have 

Continued on page 4 Trayless Students for a Good Cause Photo/Cody Mussdman 

The Realities of Illegal Downloading 
By JOSEPH SCHAFER 
Entenainrnent Editor 

"I didn't think it was going to 
happen to me, no," Alex Holtzman 
sal(\, cocking Ius head slightly, letting 
his unkempt hair fall to one side. 
Holtzman is a Kalamazoo Collegc 
freshman who was recently busted 
for illegal downloading. Holtzman 
knows he has narrowly avoided 
an expensive Iawsui~ perhaps 
ex.penslVc enough to cost him a 

college education. 
"I just don't know anything. 

If I wa~ traced here on campus, am 1 
going to get trnccd again back home 
over wmterT Holtzman's confu,ion 
is un<krstandable; the night he .... as 
caught seems like a blur to him. One 
minute he was sitting at his computer, 
the next moment his internet was 
gone, and soon another student was at 
his door. asking to see Ius computer. 

On K College's canlpUS the 
entire process of how the school deals 

.... ith illegal downloading IS ll106Ily 
a mystery to the a\ cragc student 
To all but the nn,1 technologically 
cornpcten~ the ins-and-outs of the 
proc~ can be extremely confusing. 
Mayhe it's time for a crnslKourse 
in exactly how downloading affects 
the college and studL'lllo. 

Niclas West is a 
Resldc'lltial Computer Coordinator 
(RCC) for T rowtridge Hall, a 
freshman jll,llike Holtzman. His job 

Continued on page 7 

Happy First Birthday Charter Guilds 
ByEMILYHOMNICK 
Head Copy Editor 

Major General Amy Courter 
K'84 is a busy woman. Despite 
her many accompIishments in the 
"real world" after graduation from 
KalamazooCollege, thisdistinguished 
alumna stays closely connected to her 
alma mater. On Monday evening 
Courter anived at Dewing 103 to 
speak to a smaIl gmup of students and 
staff who gathered to celebrate the 
first birthday of the Guilds. 

After Student Commission 
President Patrick Tanis K'09 briefly 
spoke about the significance of the 
Guilds among other unique programs 
such as study abroad, Aidis Thxhari 
K'09 introduced the woman who 
helped her make the decision to study 
at K. Courter modestly stepped up 
to the podiwn, referencing the fear 
of public speaking she had upon 
aniving at K as a freshman years ago. 
As Cowter began to interact with 
the students hefore her, however, it 

quickly became clear that overcoming 
this fear of speaking was only a 
small feat compared to many of her 
innumerable accomplishments since 
graduation. 

Members and prospective 
members alike were chamJed by 
Courter's inspirational message and 
endorsement of the Guilds'mission to 
bring together students, stall; faculty, 
and alumni. And though Courter's 
words were mainly directed at 

Continued on page 4 
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Name' Maris 
Cohen 

Hometoll'n: 
Baltimore, 
MD 

Year: 
Sophomre 

Major: 
English 

What is your 
favorite kind 

of cheese? Sharp cbeddar, but only the 
white kind 

Where have you applied for study 
abroad? Strasbourg. France 

Which European cOlin try are you most 
looking forward to visiting? Why? 
England. because I really like British 
accents. 

What was your favorite aspect of 
winter break? Getting to spend time 
witb my family. 

If you could create a new rainbow. 
what seven colors would be in if? 
Seven different shades of purple. 

What is a hobby you wish you had 
taken up? Why? Knitting. I wish I 
could knit things myself instead of 
spending a lot of money buying tbem. 

If ),ou could own a famous work of art. 
what would il be? Duchamp's "The 
Fountain." 

If yo II were an item of clothing. what 
1I'0uid you be? Why? A scarf because 
It is simple and can make or break an 
outfit. 

How is your Catherine Street living 
leaming hOllse holding lip? Well, 
there's always screaming coming from 
our house so It's pretty loud. 

-- Martha Cavazos K' II 
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Winter Quarter Updates 
Continued from page 1 
no melancholy will drag down your 
faithful student government. 

This quarter Student 
Commission will continue the long 
march towards a more respected, 
legitimate, and active organization. 
We made great strides last quarter 
and I hope to build on our success. 
Among the many accomplisbments 
tbat the Commission can be proud 
of are: 

Marc Korn, Cbair of the 
Commission's Athletic Committee 
worked tirelessly, and in tbe end 
was successful, in having a limited 
number of athletic events count 
towards LAC status. Marc's 
success shows each of us that we 
really can make a difference on 
campus policy, no matter wbat tbe 
issue. 

Alex Morgan, the Commission 's 
Finance Director, and the Financial 
Policies Committee put aside bias 
and crafted a budget tbat was tbe 
most fiscally consistent I have seen 
during my time on tbe Commissio.n. 
Hopefully this will usber in an era 
in whicb the budgeting process 
and the end result are grounded in 
transparency and fairness. 

The creation of the Joint 
Committee on Student Organization 
Recognition, in conjunction with 
the Office of Student Activities, 
which corrected a flawed procedure 
and reintroduced proper student 
oversight to the process of student 
organization recog.nition. 

The newly formed Outreach 
Committee sought to raise the 
profile of Student Commission 
on campus and we will be able to 
build on tbese accomp)ishments. 
This committee served merely as 
the beginning of the push towards a 
bigher profile student government. 

The accomplishments of Fall 
Quarter have laid tbe groundwork 
for the work of the Commission 
during Winter Quarter. 

These are times of bold 
change at our institution. Talk of 
curriculum overbaul among faculty 
and calendar alterations among 
administrators provide more than 

enough grist for the rumor mill on 
our little campus. Not only tbat, 
strategies are being implemented 
to guarantee uK" weathers the 
economic CriSIS. I promise tbat 
Student Commission will work 
to ensure that student views and 
opinions are heard on these very 
important issues and tbe many 
other policy discussions that are 
occurring on campus. 

While this is a time of bold 
change at our institution, it shall 
also be a time of bold cbange for 
your student government. There is 
a need for a necessary restructuring 
of the ~tudent Commission. The 
goals of any restructuring will 
include a more efficient budgeting 
process and to guarantee stronger 
continuity and better transition 
for the organization. For your 
voice on campus policy to grow 
stronger, there is an urgent need 
for these changes. But, for the 
voice of Student Commission -
your voice - to grow stronger, I am 
going to need your help. Expect 
a Constitutional Referendum to be 
in front of tbe student body at a 
date to be announced this quarter. 
For too long Student Commission 
has been unnecessarily tied to an 
outdated governing document. 
The hurdles necessary to make 
even the most minor cbanges to 
the Constitution are so high that it 
has only been altered once since its 
initial endorsement in 1996. The 
result is an antiquated document 
impervious to necessary reform. 

In order to change Student 
Commission, we need to cbange 
the Constitution. Altering the 
amendments process will allow the 
Commission to make long overdue 
improvements. If the referend\lm 
passes, the result will be a Student 
Commission tbat is more flexible 
to changing times and is better able 
to serve you, our constituents, tbe 
students of Kalamazoo College. 
Bear with us and never doubt, tbis 
quarter Student Commission will 
continue to make the main tbings, 
tbe main thing. 
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When Walls 
Have Ears 

Compiled by Mary B. Corcoran 

Fictional Lexicon 

Girl to Guy: Somebody c:all the 
WHAAmubile ... oh wai~ I mean the 
WHAAAmbuJance. 
Overheani by Allonymous ill the 
Cafeteria 

Overheard Parenting 

Mom to Daughter. Now eat your ice 
cream or I'll give it to a little girl that's 
nice and w ants it 
Overheard by Owl at Disneyland 
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Kalamazoo School Spirit, Let's Hear It! Who Has It? Not Us. 
By AMANDA GEER 
Staff Writer 

I went to my first Kalamazoo 
College basketball game last 
night. After almost two years 
of being out of high school, 
I'd forgotten how easy it was 
to get sucked into the cheering 
and clapping, to be mesmerized 

weeks in advance (especially 
because of the double 
anniversaries of 50 years of study 
abroad and 175 years since the 
College's creation), yet turnout 
at the football game was dismal. 
There were a ton of alumni 
(which would have been a great 
networking opportunity at the 

I'm not saying that attending 
athletic events is the only way 
to demonstrate school spirit. 
After all, we're a community of 
intellectuals and I realize that for 
many of us, academics rate far 
above athletics. We have diverse 
interests and the existence of 
many student organizations 

"A large, framed photo in the Ad-

missions office depicts decked out in 

orange and black, apparently mid-

by the shots that 
almost didn't make 
it but did, the steals 
and the close calls. 
I'd forgotten the 
smell 0 f popcorn 
and the shiny 
lacquered floors. cheer. Some are covered in paint. " 

certainly attests to that. 
But, unfortunately, the 
activities that student 
organizations put on 
often get neglected 
and overlooked just as 
much as athletic games. 
Student organizations 
put a lot of time I'd forgotten the 

excitement of watching fellow 
students "battle it out" on the 
court. Even though I only ducked 
in for a half hour before I rushed 
off to my next student activity, I 
loved every minute of it and left 
feeling pumped up and energized. 
The only sobering aspect was 
crowd attendance; while the 
visiting team's bleachers were 
nearly half full of supporters, K 
supporters barely filled a sixth 
of the seats. 

Now I realize it's the super 
stressful second week (because 
second week is so much more 
stressful than say, fifth or ninth 
week), and the majority of the 
student body was probably 
loaded down with homework. Or 
maybe they Simply didn't know 
there was a game going on, 
which is an issue. See, I didn't 
know we had a game last night, 
either. My friend from Western 
told me, which is a real shame 
considering that r actually go 
here and she doesn't. Where's 
the advertising? When I was 
in high school, we had posters 
hanging up all over about 
sporting events, llnd athletes 
wore their jerseys on game day 
and encouraged fellow students 
to attend games. 

But I don't think this is 
really an Issue of advertising. 
Homecoming was advertised 

very least), but only a handful of 
students--I know, I was there. I 
realize that the football field is 
such a long trek up the hill, but 
isn't Homecoming supposed to 
be a big deal: something to get 
excited about, to release some 
stress and just have fun? 

I've heard lots of people 
say something along the lines 
of: "Well I'd go out to the game 
and watch if we were any good, 
but we never win." Honestly, I 
think this is an awful attitude, 
one I interpret as incredibly 
fair-weather. Shouldn't there 
be pride in the effort, not just 
the result? If you attempted 
something difficult and failed, 
wouldn't your mom still be 
proud of you for trying? 

Now, my high school was 
awful at athletics (we lost 
every game we ever played, no 
exaggeration), but people came 
to watch anyway. We knew that 
our team was going to lose, 
but we didn't care. We were 
there to support our friends and 
classmates, to represent and 
show pride in our school, and to 
let loose and have a worry-free 
good time. It was a fun time, and 
the team members knew their 
classmateS' and friends were 
there to support them no mailer 
what. 

Don't get me wrong. 

and effort into the planning, 
orchestrating and 
execution of their 
events, and it's a 
shame when no 
one shows up. 
From personal 
experience as a 
member of the 
Student Activities 
Commission(SAC) 
I can't tell you how 
many times we've 
worked our butts 
off and sacrificed 
our Saturday 
nights planning 
something fun, 
decorating, and 
providing free food 
only to have maybe 
20 to 30 students 
show up. 

Unfortunately, 
I'm pretty sure 
that each student 
organization has at 
least one story like 
that, if not more. 
How do I know? 
I'm not the first 
person to raise this 
issue. The Index 
ran several articles 
last quarter from 
a variety of authors expressing 
the same sentiments: where is 
the Kalamazoo College school 

spirit? It's not like it was never 
here. A large, framed photo in 
the Admissions office depicts 
a group of students decked out 
in orange and black, apparently 
mid-cheer. Some are covered in 
paint. One has shaved a huge 
"K" into his chest hair and is 
displaying it with an expression 
of glee on his face. 

Where did the enthusiasm 
go? Did it fade away moments 
after they left campus? Where 
are their successors, the ones 
who would step up and follow in 
their footsteps? 

Now, I understand a busy 
schedule--I really do. This 
quarter I'm taking three courses 

plus a quarter credit course for a 
total of four, plus two labs. I'm 
actively involved in four student 

Qrganizations and passively 
involved in two more. I work 
two days a week. But r realize 
how passionate K College 
students are about their interests 
and how much time, effort, and 
hard work is put into planning 
activities for you and me and 
everyone else here at K to enjoy. 
I also realize how much of a 
disappointment it is when no 
one cOl!1es to your event and 
you've wasted so much time 
you could have been putting into 
something else .. .like studying or 
sleeping. 

I'm not asking you to drop 
everything. I'm a realist, and I 
know you're busy but there's no 

reason why you 
can't take a study 
break and watch 
the game for a 
halfhout, or bring 
your homework 
with you and do 
some studying in 
the stands. This 
is Kalamazoo 
College after 
all, so only the 
visiting team 
will be surprised. 
Schedule in a 
non-LAC event 
to spend an hour 
at something 
random! Worried 
about not 
knowing anyone 
there? Bring a 
friend, because 
everyone knows 
more is merrier. 
Besides, this is 
winter quarter, 
getting out there 
is a great way to 
not only show 
your support 
to the athletes 
and student 
organizations, but 

it is also a good way to avoid 
cabin fever! 
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Pilot Program Debuts 
Continued from page 1 

opterl to ditch their trays, including 
Grand Valley State University, 
Harvard University, and Western 
Michigan University. ''It's something 
that's being done across the country," 
said Allie Sachnoff K'Jl , Envorg 
Vice President ''It's SO<! of like we're 
hopping on the bandwagon," she 
continued, "like we're finally getting 
wise to sustaipable trends in higher 
education." 

There are a myriad ofbencfits to 
getting rid of trays; without needing 
to wash or dry each tray, less water, 
heat and energy are used There is also 
less water pollution because smaller 
quantities of detergent are being used 
to wash fewer trays. Other colleges 
have found that when students don't 
use trays, they don't pile on as much 
excess food as they would noonalIy. 

"I haven't been using a try for 
over a year now," staterl Envorg 
President Katie Weeks K' 11. "Since 
I haven't been using trays, I eat less," 
she continued. ''I only eat as much as 
I take." 

To determine whether or not 
ditching the trays makes a difference 
in food waste minimization. Envorg 
is also conducting a food audit 
Measurements were taken on 
lllUrsday and Friday of first week, 
and Monday of second week. Envorg 
hopes to compare the data from these 
days to the data retrieved on Tuesday 
to see if there has been a reduction 
in food waste. "We're trying to be 
scientific about it," commenterl 
Sachnoff "Envorg will continue to do 
food audits until we fuel like we have 
legitimate data," she said 

Ka1arnazoo College cuncntly 
throws out approximately 2,000 
pounds of food waste a week, 
according to study conducterl by Nick 
Kelly K'081ast school year. There are 
two major ways in which Envorg and 
CEG are working to make their plan 
successful, according to Foley. One of 
thecriteria timctions to discern whether 
the campaign actually saved resources 
and minimized waste. The second is to 
see wbetherthe student lxxly responds 
positively to the campaign and thinks 
it's an idea that they could support in 

the long term. 
"Sodexho has been very 

cooperative with the student-driven 
efforts of the pilot campaign." said 
Foley. "But they themselves want to 
make sure that they're responding 
to the interests of the campus 
community." Eric Neuber, Resident 
DiningManageJ; was concemed about 
the functionality issues that T rayless 
Tuesday might cause in regards to the 
dishcarouselanddishwasher. "Ientered 
Tray1ess Tuesday apprehensively," he 
said Were the cafeteria to become 
completely trayless, a pennanent 
shelf would need to be added to the 
carousel 

When asked if the cafeteria was 
going to continue trayless days in an 
effort to phase out trays altogether, 
Neuver responded, ''It depends.on if 
the student lxxly embraces it and is 
patient" The cooperation ofSodcxho 
and the students has been essential to 
the development of this campaign. 
"Sodexho was really supportive," said 
Weeks, "which is really exciting and 
motivating." 

Student reactions to the lack of 
trays varied "I think it's a good idea," 
said Oaire Haugbey K'ii. "You see 
trays with ten different options on 
them and people only end up eating 
one. Plus it's casier to fitmorepeople at 
one table," she added. "I think Trayless 
Tuesday needs to be expanded," John 
Posner K' 12 commenterl while eating 
lunch. "I haven't seen anynne make a 
fuss and this is my second meal of the 
day," he continued Lindsey Gaston 
K'I2 offered another point of view. 
"One thing that was difficult was that 
we had to make multiple trips. And I 
don't know ifit actually decreased the 
amount that I ate." 

"I hope that students can be 
open minded about simple, yet 
fundamootal changes they can make 
in tenns of their actions on campus 
that affect how sustainable we can 
be as a community," said Foley. 
"We'd like for students to be both 
comfortable with not using trays in 
the cafeteria- and we understand that 
this is something that takes time to get 

used to- and also to be enthusiastic 
about sustainability," said he added. 
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First Anniversary Celebration 
Continued from page 1 

students, an A-list sampling of staff 
and faculty -including President 
Eileen Wi1son-Oyelaran--;l\so 
listcnod attentively as the speaker 
descnbed the characteristics that 
contnbuterl to 
all of her many 
successes. 

seniors may feel worrisome about the 
current job market, Courter serves as a 
greatexample of a determined woman 
who is enthusiastic about learning 
new skills and is flexible to change. A 
psychology major, Courter's diverse 

either look at tills as a bad time or 
a great time," said Courter. Indeed, 
now is a great time for students to 
lcam new skills in low-paying and 
unpaid positions that others may not 
have the time or energy to pursue. 

Aft e r 
Courter 
finished 

Above all speaking, 
Courterencouraged a u die n c e 
students, staff. and m e m b e r S 

faculty to lcam relocated 
from one another. to Dewing 
"The sky is the Commons to 
limi~" Courter sing "Happy 
explained, as long Birthday" to 
as you focus on all four guilds 
networking and in alphabetical 
remain open to 0 r d e r : 
any and every Business, 
new experience Health, Justice 
that comes your and Peace, and 
way. Encouraging Sustainability. 
students to seek Students, 
internships and Stu-Comm. R~presentatives Count Ballots Photo/Emily Hornnick a I u m n i , 

volunteer, Courter stressed the interests m computer science, math. faculty, and staff ate cake, played 
importance of being active. "It's the and business allowed for versatility games, and ultimately just enjoyed 
re;ume thatgetsyou to the interview," in the working world This type of connecting with one another. 
said Courter. versatility is clearly invaluable during Bringing tile Kalamazoo College 

At a time when graduating tough economic times. "You can community together is, after all, 
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StuComm Election Yields Recqrd B~eaking Turnout 
By ALLISON LAROSE 
News Editor 

On Wednesday, Jan. 7, sttJd,.,."t:; of 
Kalamazoo College cast their votes for Winter 
Quarter Student Cornmis.~ion Representatives. 
With a total of 423 ballots cast, tius election had 
the best voter turnout in the college's history. 

widl promIsing first-years and sophomores 
who will take on important roles in tile years to 
come. 

But dUs election saw more than jU<;l 1lt."W 

voong. Former candidate tOr the Educational 
PoliClcs Committee, Andrew Tyner, said, "I 
think there may be decreased turnout. Ideally, 
a1most all mem~ would prefer to have an 

issues canle up," he SaJd 
Overall wxlercl~<mJet1 had a lugher 

turnout, and uppcrcla>;sm~'I1 experienced a 
lower turnoUI than during the full election of 
2008. Fir.it-year turnout rose from II to 31 
percent. and sophomore turnout increased 
from 30 to 38 percent Junior Otmout dropped 
from 15 to 10 perct.'I1~ and 5<,."';or turnout 
plwnmcted from 40 to 19 percent 

With 21 candidates competing to fill 18 
positions, some of the races were very close. 
But by early morning on Jan. 8, the decisions 
of Kalamazoo 's student:; were officially voiced 
and counted. 

Newly-elected student Comnu~"lon 

Secretary is Hannah KalIewaard K'09, Public 
RelatiOl1$ Director IS Meredith Quinlan 
K' 12, Deputy Finance Direcror is Alyssa 
McNamara K'I1, and Athletic Committee 
Representatives are Kelly Lepper K'09 and 
Michelle Gigowski K' 11. Educational Policies 
Committee Representatives are Andrew Tyner 
K'09 and Matthew Kulla K'lI, Experiential 
Education Committee Rep~tative is 
Matthew Remsen K' I 0, Infonnation SeIv ices 
Committee Representative IS Owen Willis 
K K'09, C~us Cornrni~'lonen; are Karl 
Wasmuth K'IO, Leah Rumsey K'Il, Rico 
Javter K'09, Andrea Bedway K'IO, Taylor 
Allard K'12, and Calder Bwgham K'I2, 
Finally, Campus ComrmUlity CommIssIoner is 
Sarah Small K'IO. 

111(:seresults reflect the kind ofleadership 
Kalamazoo students want ~1ror.g leaders 
who have served ~;uccessfully on Student 
Commission for three or four years combined 

candidates 
and a record
breaking 
turnout; it 
involved 
a whole 
new voting 
process. 
Instead of 
using the 
electronic 
sy,iern of 
full quarter 
and past 
years,voters 
cast paper 
ballots at 
a polling 
station 
in Hicks 
Center. 

StuComm R~presentatives Count Ballots Photol Allison LaRose 

The original electronic voting system was 
desIgned by K compwer ~icnce majors several 
years ago and included sOme flaws that re>.uIted 
in incorrect voting CO\U1ts during full quarter 
elections. The maker is currently workIng on 
fixing the bugs, and Student Commission plans 
to reswne use of the program in future elections. 

Before voting day, candidates were worried 
that the paper ballot might deter students from 

oolille ballot but unfortunately it just wasn't 
possible thIS tin"Je." 

Contrary to prediction" student turnout 
was ovcrwhe~ning. There were 68 more votes 
for the wmter election than the full election. 
Student Commission president Panick Tanis 
K'09 thought tile discrepancy between paper 
and electroluc ballot:; was minimal. "The 
distribution of votes within each class was where 

The lo}v tumout for upperclas.'m1CI1 
may be attnbuted to student culrure. Tams 
said, "The mor class has never had a Hicks 
Center. For two to two-and-a-halfyears we'vc 
been without a student center, We're used to 
congregating in the library." 

Tanis and Alex Morgan K '09, Student 
Commission Finance Director and Director of 
Elections would like to have multiple voting 
stations (in Hicks Center and tile Library) if 
they continue with paper ballots. If the Sludent 
Commission returns to electronic voting, they 
may set up computer stations because, "it 
gives U:i dJe opportunity to talk to people about 
Student Conunis.,ion and what it's doing." said 
Tanis. 

Although the paper ballot process 
required tediOU:i hand-wunting of the votes. 
Morgan said "It"s a small pncc to pay for 
accuracy." Student Commission plans to return 
to the electronic system as soon as illS worlong 
property. 

"For now, though," said Truus, "we will 
continue with the ~'I" ballot for free and fair 
elections." 

Gaza Protest Suffers from Lack of Interest & Few Participants 
By RACHEL DALLMAN 
Staff Writer 

Hussain Twi<: K'1O was one 
of only a few willing to brave the 
elements for the sake of peace and 
awareness in the Middle East He 
assembled a few protestors on 
January 12 with the pwpose of 
marclung in protest from Red Square 
through downtoWQ Kalamazoo. 

Turk, a member of Kalamazoo 
College's chapter of the Muslim 
Student Association, had hoped 
to organize Kalamazoo CoUege 
students and join the protest that 

occurseverydayat4 PM. indowntown 
Kalamazoo. Residents are speaking 
out against the current bombing of the 
Gaza Snip by Israe~ and as of January 
12, protesters, including Turk, had 
been meeting consecutively for 17 
days. "(The protest] will go on until 
the bombing stops," Twi<: said in a 
meeting held outside Dewing. 

Jsrael launched tlJeir attack on 
the Palestinian ruled Gaza Snip on 
December 27, 2008 and Israeli troops 
moved into Gaza City on Sunday, 
January II. As ofTuesday, January 
13, close to 1000 Palestinians had 

been killed 
The United States is one of 

Israel's closest allies; the foreign aid 
our government provides for Israel 
is one of the counnies main sources 
of financial backing, allowing a lot 
of weapons purchasing and military 
suppo~ according to Turk, "We've 
backed them enough. It's time to 
stop," said Twi<:. 'They are trying to 
cOmically cleanse [palestine]." 

1l1C low level of student response 
to Turk's attempt to bring awareness 
and activism to the campus reveals 
a oertain sense of apathy on the 

college's part. When asked about Ius 
reasoning for the dismaJ turnout, Twi<: 
responded with the idea tllllt people do 
not believe the conflict directly affects 
us here. "There's this impression that 
[the conflict] has been going on for 
centuries," Twi< said, explaining that 
the issue is relatively recen~ having 
initially started in the 1920s. 

Turk and the MSA want to hold 
more events in the future, hopefully 
with a more enthusiastic response in 
tow. Plans for a panel discussion and 
showing of docwnentary Occupation 
101 by directors Abdallah and Sufyan 

Omeish are in the works. 
While the cold weather and 

stress of the beginning of the 
quarter surely had an affect on the 
protest's turnou~ the question is 
raised as to the level of Kalamazoo 
College's activism. Is there a reason 
people like Turk have trouble 
increasing attendance? Are there 
issues to which more students are 
responsive, and if so, what defines 
them? The answers to these and 
many other questions could lead to 
major campus wide awakenings for 
future causes. 
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Senior Cross Country Athlete Allison lott Breaks Records 
By ELLEN JILEK 
Staff Writer 

Senior year has been 
Kalamazoo College cross 
country runncr Allison 
lolt's best year yet. lott has 
had incredible success this 
season, including winning 
the MIAA Cross Country 
Championship, coming in 
second at the NCAA DIVIsion 
III Great Lakes Regional, and 
placing tenth at thc NCAA 
Division III Championships. 

instead of the University of 
MIchigan because she had 
the ability to pursue cross 
country here, adding that 
she "likes the small school 
atmosphere" Another 
factor in her deCISIon 
was former cross country 
coach Andy Strickler, who 
recently left K's coaching 
staff. 

lott has continued 10 
buIld her running strengths 
over the years In order to 
achieve as much as she has 
this season. "I've improved 
a lot since sophomore 
year," she said. Allison 
attributes her success 
to the large amount of 
tTaming she did sophomore 
and junior years. While 
many K students choose to 
go abroad junior year, lott Allison on the Run 
pursued an internship at 

to train. 
The runner also 

competed overthe summer, 
participating in half
marathons and marathons. 
All this training hclped 
her to realize her goal of 
mak10g it to cross country 
nationals. This year, lott is 
proudest of being a cross 
country All-American. 

lott has enjoyed 
her time with K's cross 
country team over the 
years. "It's been great. I 
love my teammates," she 
said. As she described it, 
the team is pretty tight
knit and they get along 
well. It's also clear that 
her presence on the team 
has been beneficial to the 
team. "She always has a 

CourresyofAlex Noble really positIve attitude," 

as "better suited to be a high 
performance athlete" due to 
the Psychology for Athletes 
class they took together. 

But cross country wasn't 
always Allison's chosen 
sport. The psychology major 
from Milford, Mich., has 
participated in the sport 
since her junior year of high 
school, when she joined cross 
country instead of playing 
basketball. It was something 
she was interested in, as she 
had participated in track since 
middle school. From there 
she decided to come to K 

the University of Pennsylvania Center Program. Because she 
through the Philadclphia stayed at K, she had more lIme 

said Sarah Allexan K 'I I, 
one of lott's teammates. 
Allexan also described lolt 

Running is definitely in 
lolt's future. Though there 
are running clubs that sponsor 
runners in races and enable 
racers to earn money by 
winning big races, that isn't 
10 the cards for her. She plans 
to attend graduate school 
next year either at Michigan 
State, Cornell UniversIty, or 
the University of Illinois, 
to altatn her masters in 
Industrial and Organizational 
Resources In short, this is 
preparation for a career in 
human resources. lott will 
continue running every day, 
as she does now, and also has 
one more year of eligibility 
to compete in the level she's 
currently competing in "It's 
something I love to do," she 
said 

T'H~ S~X Fll~S: 
By MAE NEWNUM 
Staff Wri ter 

How do I get my roommate to 
leave when I want to have sex? 

-Wants to Get It On, Male, 18 

I walked in on my roommate 
having sex yesterday. I don't ever 
want this to happen again. What do 
we do? 

-Disturbed for Life, Female, 19 

Sounds like you both need to 
learn about the art of "sexiling." It 
can bave a pretty negative sound to it, 
but underneath all of the connot~tions 
sexiling may have, it comes down to a 
roommate knowing about and being far 
away from hislher roommate's sexual 

The "Sexile" and Roommate Relations 

expeditions. 
Here's the scary thing: you are 

definitely going to have to talk S-E-X 
with your roommate. Maybe you're 
embarrassed by it, or maybe you are 
very open to frank conversations, but 
regardless, a discussion is necessary. 
It is more than likely tbat you guys are 
sbaring the tiny space where the bedroom 
action will take place and because of 
that, a conversation needs to happen. 
Tbere don't need to be extravagant 
details and it sbouldn't make anyone 
too uncomfortable. The air needs to be 
cleared for the time when one of you 
wants to have sex in the room. 

I am a firm believer in the idea that 
if you can't talk about sex, you shouldn't 
be having sex . You should be able to talk 
to your sexual partner, your roommates, 

your parents, and your doctor about sex 
when you're ready ... well, maybe your 
parents create a sticky situation, but 
definitely at least the rest of the list. 
Own up and have tbe conversation with 
the person with whom you're living! 

To avoid future situations, devise 
some system of subtly letting each other 
know when the room is unavailable. 
Draw a star on a whiteboard on your 
door, hang a sock or a rubber band from 
the doorknob, text or call eacb other witb 
a secret code. Someone in my dorm last 
year would play very loud music when 
something was going down in bed (that 
is not advised). Be creative. 

Talk to each other, come up with 
some plan, and do not abuse time in the 
room. Do not think for a second that you 
can sexile your roommate every night 

during exam week. Talking will be 
key and so too will being bonest about 
limitations--what does or doesn't 
make you comfortable. If you're not 
comfortable with heing sexiled, let 
your roommate know. 

••• 
We need questions about sex and 

relationships from you! Whether 
you are having sex, thinking about 
having sex, or just enjoying what 
you have going on by yourself, you 
must have some questions, send any 
and every question YQll have about 
love lives to either sexfileslOl@ 
gmail.com (sex files one zero one) 
or campus box 730. Please include 
your age, gender, and orientation (if 
necessary) with every question. 



FEATURES I The Index,January 15,2009 7 

An Insider's Look at Downloading Safely, Responsibly, and Legally 
Continued from page 1 

is to aid students on campus with their computer 
problems. His typical day involves making 
sure any given student can access the campus 
network, installing software or hardware, 
and removing viruses and other malignant 
software. He has another duty, dlOUgh: acting 
as an agent ofinfonnation Services and deleting 
pirated files from the computer of any student 
caught downloading ilIegally~tudents like 
Holtzman. 

According to West, here's a rough oudine 
of the process a student endures after being 
caught downloading. By the time West hears 
that someone in his jurisdiction has been caught, 
their Internet port has already been shut down. 
Both the student and West are sent an e-mail 
notifying them of the situation----OOipite the fact 
that checking e-mails with no Internet can be 
difficu1t-ruxl West goes to work. 

West's duty consists of destroying the 
pirated files and the downloading program. ''It's 
usua1ly just one or two files" said West "Mostly 
rap songs, newer songs. The program is usua1ly 
Lirnewire." By seventh week of fall quarter, 
West had already had to delete people's files six 
or seven times. On one occasion be even had to 
reinstall Wmdows because the downloaded files 
carne with viruses. 

West thinks the school has an extremely 
lenient policy in regards to illegal downloading, 
and Greg Dirnent, Associate Provost for 
Infonnation Services, agrees. 

Dinlen!, a fonner K student himself, 
agreed to talk about the rnmifications of illegal 
downloading and the college's exact policies 
regarding it. Thanks to our honor code, the school 
has a loose three strike system for downloading. 
The first offense is just a wanling and a visit from 
an RCC like West. The second offense results in 
a student's K e-mail account being disabled. At 
the third strike, the Dean of Students is notified, 
but thankfully no K student has reached three 
strikes yet Compared to other schools, this is 
quite lenient-Dhio Univernity has been known 
to shut down 

at a spreadsheet that catalogued the complaints 
received by the college from the RIAA, Diment's 
issue with students downloading becomes more 
apparent 

There were over 43 cases filed fall quarter 
alone, making it one of the most troublesome 
quarters in the history ofthecollege's Infonnation 
Services. The college has been receiving 
complaints and threats of lawsuits from the 
organization for over three years, but as of spring 
quarter of last year, the organization appears to 
have stepped up their efforts; the number of 

the networks of 
whole dorms 
forbriefperiods 
of time in 
order to tackle 
downloading. 

threats per month 
"Diment says that what sets K nearly doubled 

last March and has 
apart is its honor code system -

afirm belief that students will be-

been increasing by 
around 10 threats 
per quarter ever 
since. 

Diment 
says that what 

have better if they are trusted, " It would 

sets K apart is its honor code system----a firm 
belief that students will behave better if they 
are trusted. According to Dimen!, it is better for 
the technology department to provide services 
and place responsibility on the students than to 
restrict them, but Information Services has to 
obey the law. 

The RIAA has "gotten more vigilant on 
crncking down on schools," he said 

According to Dimment, along with HBO, 
the RIAA has been making a definite effort to 
target colleges in the last year.Aftera quick glance 

appear that the 
organization's scare-suit tactics-which have 
previously brought multi-thousand dollar 
lawsuits against elderly women, families of 
the deceased, single mothers, and l2-year-<>ld 
children--are no longer as effective as they once 
were, and now colleges, with their powerful, 
wide, easily tracked broadband streams, are 
more juicy targets. 

The RIAA may feel emboldened because 
of the 2008 Higher Education Re-Authorization 
Act (HERAA), a legal standard by Congress 
that is updated every two years. The act places 

constraints on colleges that want to receive 
federal funding, and as of 2008 it makes 
restrictions about illegal file sharing. Specifically, 
the act demands that colleges publicly remind 
students that file sharing is illegal and attempt to 
deter the practice as much as possible. 

To this date, tile college has refused to 
block or ban any Web site or software on the 
campus intranet ''Blocking a Web site is not 
only impractical, but against honor principles" 
said Dimeot, who reassured me that the college 
will keep its Internet as open as possible. That 
means the college will never block a program, 
even if it's a file-sharer. 

So far, the college is avoiding technological 
deterrents to downloading as well, including 
bandwidth shaping---the practice of limiting the 
amount of information a computer can transfer 
through the intranet at anyone .. 

There is another, rosier solution, however. 
The HERAA's new amendment states that a 
collegemust,inadditiontoatternptingtodeterring 
downloading, attempt to find a legal alternative. 
According to Dirnen!, if the student body shows 
enough interest, and with support from the 
administration, some of students' tuitions could 
go toward providing legal downloading services, 
like Ruckus or Rhapsody. 

If students are tired of dealing with 
corporations violating their Internet privacy and 
bullying the schoo~ then this must sound like an 
attractive possibility, but it's going to be up to the 
student body to get the ball rolling. 

What You Need to Know When Leasing·Your First Apartment 
By AMANDA GEER 
Staff Writer 

What you need to know to 
lease your first apartment 

You've waited three long 
years and the coveted hour has 
arrived - you, a KaIamazoo 
College senior, can finally live off 
campus! Or maybe you're stilJ an 
underclassman, fantasizing about 
the day when you can finally be 
freed from the shackles of campus 
housing. Wel~ whether that longed
for day is just around the corner or 
still a distant diealn, it's smart to get 
a heads up on the ins and outs of 
leasing your very own home. 

First, do you know what you 
want? If you don '( know what to 
look for, how will you know when 
you've found it? Is the apartment 
close enough to campus? How many 
bedrooms will you need? Do you 
need an in-house laundry room? Will 
they allow Fido or FlufIY to stay with 
you? If you're planning to live with 
roommates, remember that you have 
to take their wants into consideration 
too. It might be wi¥' in this situation 
to make a list of what you're looking 
for in a future home. Decide on your 
priorities and don't waste your time 
looking at apartments that don't fil 
the criterion. Wrth your preferences in 
mind, tour a number of apartments to 

get an idea of which one might be the 
best fit for you. 

When you've finally found d1e 
perfect place you'll need to seal the 
deal by signing the lease. Not to be 
taken lightly, the lease is a legally 
binding document This lease oudines 
all the inlportant things you need to 
know about your apartmeot, including 
basic details such as how much your 
rent costs and when it's due as well 
as more complicated things, such 
as rules regarding roommates or 
breaking your lease. If you don't 
understand something you're reading 
(because leases are usually written 
in legal language), ask! Not oi1ly is it 
your right to completely understand 

what you're signing your name to, 
it's common sense! If you glaze over 
and sign your name to this important 
slip of paper like its nothing more 
than routine homework, you could 
end up missing out on some crucial 
knowledge about what you're getting 
yourself into. 

. Most importantly, remember 
how much an apartment really costs. 
Do you have the means to pay your 
rent every month? Don '( forget all the 
"bidden tees" like security deposit, 
electric, water, and beating payments, 
not to mention costs of odd things 
like trash takeaway. Will you want to 
watch television, talk on the phone, 
or use the internet? Then you'll need 

to factor in an additional cable, 
wireless, or telephone bill. And 
that's only your basic amenities
you'll also need to pay for groceries, 
gas, iru;urance payments (including 
renter's insurance in addition health 
and car), tuition, and perhaps 
more. If you aren't confident dJat 
you have enough cash to make all 
your payments, then you should 
seriously reconsider whether or not 
you should be living off campus; 
maybe you want to hold out until 
you have less expenses or more 
income. But if you're positive that 
spending another couple hundred 
dollars a month is no big deal, then 
happy hunting and good luck! 
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THIS WEEK IN SPORTS 
By JESSICA MAAS 
Sports Editor 

Swimming 

The swimming and diving teams 
split a nonconference decision at home 
against Chicago on Saturday, January 
10. 

The men's team (3-1 overall, I-I 
MIAA) beat the Chicago' men 132-
99 and won 9 of the 13 events of the 
afternoon. 

"We're faster than we've ever been 
at this point in the season," said Ryan 
Booms K'09. 

Brian Bazzell K' II set a pool record 
with his time of21.14 in the 50 freestyle, 
an NCAA 'B' qualifying time. 

Bazzell, Bobby Dekker K'09, 
Dustin Hennigar K' I 0, and Chris 
Manning K' 12 won the 200 free relay 
(I :28.24), and Dekker, Booms, Steve 
Brower K' II, and Craig Fleming K' 11 
won the 200 medley relay (1:39.22). 

Fleming also won the 200 and 100 
freestyles (I :47.15 and 47.78), Manning 
won the 200 1M (1:58.62) and 500 
freestyle (4:52.38), Booms won the 100 
breaststroke (1 :00.79), and Brower won 
the 100 backstroke (53.42). 

The women's team (1-3 overall, 
I-I MIAA) fell 92-147 to the Chicago 
women. -

Sarah Baumann K' 12 won the 50 
freestyle (26.33) and Erin Campbell 
K'12 won the 1M (249.85) and 3M 
(261.40) dives. Both of Campbell's 
dives were NCAA qualifiers. 

The teams are next in action next 
Saturday at the Hope Quad Meet with 
Lake Forest and Wheaton. 

Women's Basketball 

The women's basketball team (0-12 
overall, 0-6 MIAA) fell 69-56 to conference 
foe Adrian (10-3 overall, 3-2 MIAA) on 
Saturday, January 10. 

"We're still building," said Michelle 
Maiuri K'II. "We've had a lot of struggles 
with injuries. We'll get there." 

The score remained tight early in the first 
balf but the Bulldogs pulled away around the 
eighth minute and built up a ten-point lead at 
one point The Homets battled back, though, 
and cut the lead to four with 3:07 left in the 
half on a fouled lay-up made by Carly Zeitlin 
K' 12, who also got the extra point. In the final 
minutes of the first half the two teams traded 
baskets, with K getting within three at the 
closest on a lay-up by Nyemade Cooper K' I O. 
Adrian had a 38-32 lead at halftime. 

The Hornets never managed to regain 
the lead in the second half, but allowed the 
Bulldogs to pull ahead by as much as 20 late 
in the second hal f. 

Andrea Bedway K'IO led the Hornets 
with 15 points and 8 rebounds in the contest 
Cooper added 14 points and Courtney Kaplan 
K'II added II points and 6 assists. 

Adrian held a 42-37 advantage in 
rebounds and limited K to a field goal 
percentage of only 32.7%. 

Bedway was awarded a technical foul in 
the final minutes of the second half. 

Kalamazoo was playing without the 
efforts of Briana Hendrix K'IO, Kelsey Bailey 
K' 10, and Michelle Gigowski K'II. 

The Hornets are next in action when they 
face off at conference rival Albion at 3 p.m. 
on Saturday. 

Week 1 Sports Results 
117 , Kalamazoo 69 
Men s Basketball: Kalamazoo W 'B k tb II Ad' 69 
69, AI rna 65 omen s as e a: flaIT , 

Kalamazoo 56 
Women's Basketball: Hope 103 , 
Kalamazoo 44 

1110 
Men's Basketball: Adrian 72, 

Men's Swimming: Kalamazoo 
132, Chicago 99 
Women's Swimming: Chicago 
147, Kalamazoo 92 

Hornet of the Week 

Photo/SportS Infonnation 

Compiled by Jessica Maas 

Name: Verelle Kirkwood 

Year. Junior 

Sport: Basketball 

Position: Guard 

Height: 5'10" 

C.oach: Rob Passage (7"' season) 

Last Week Kirkwood played a pivotal role 
in the team's four-point win against Alma in 
the MIAA opener on Wednesday, scoring 13 
points, dishing out seven 3$lSlS, and grabbing 
five rebounds and six steals. Though the 
team suffered a three-point loss at Adrian on 
Saturday, Kirkwood played well again, scoring 
12 points and grabbing five rebounds. 

Coach Pa.~~age said: "I dlOUght he had a great 
week, especially against Ahna. He was a force 
on both ends of the floor. He's really stepped 
up to be a leader for us out there." 

3:00 
AntIarso.6 
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Darwin Visits Upjohn 
By ALLISON LAROSE 
News Editor 

Every day hundreds of 
students don't realIZe that they 
walk past one of Kalamazoo 
College's best literary treasures. 
Tucked away on the third floor 
of the Upjohn Library, the A.M. 
Todd Rare Book Room has 
exhibited the works of everyone 
from Thoreau and Faulkner to 
Adam Smith and Rousseau. But 
this quarter there is even more 
cause for excitement. 

In commemoration of 

Charles Darwin's 200,h birthday 
on February 12, the Rare Book 
Room presents the ''Darwin 
200" collection. The first case 
in the display contains volumes 
about the Beagle, the ship which 
Darwin took to the Galapagos 
Islands and later circumnavigated 
the globe with. Another highlight 
is the multiple volumes 
containing letters that Darwin, an 
avid letter writer, wrote over the 
course of his life. The collection 

Continued on page 4 

Campus Celebrates Obama Inaugural 
By REGIS HANNA 
Staff Writer 

"The only thing we have to 
fear is fear itself' stated FOR 
at his inaugural address. "Ask 
not what your country can do 
for you - ask what you can do 
for your country" is a famous 
line from JFK's inaugural 
address. Which line will be 
most remembered from Barack 
H. Obama's speech has yet to 
be seen; the 44th president of the 
United States seemed to fumble 
a bit as he took his oatli, but he 
had no trouble vocalizing to 
Americans the importance of 
the history that precedes us and 
the task that stands ahead of us. 

"What is required of us now 
is a new era of responsibility 
-- a recognition, on the part of 
every American, that we have 
duties to ourselves, our nation, 
and the world, duties that we 
do not grudgingly accept but 
rather seize gladly, firm in the 
knowledge that there is nothing 
so satisfying to the spirit, so 
defining of our character, than 
giving our all to a difficult task," 
he said. 

It is not 
unusual for 
presidential 
inauguration 
speeches to 
make history 
and define the 
next four years 
of a president's 
term. Tuesday's 
inauguration 
happened to 
be the most 
viewed and 
most attended 
presidential 
inauguration in 
all of American 
presidential 
history. More 
than a million 
people packed 
the National Our 44th President CounesyofReucers 
Mall to cheer, 
laugh and cry together. Here at 
Kalamazoo College, students, 
teachers, and faculty gathered 
at the Banquet Hall in the Hicks 
Center to share the momentous 
occasion together. 

Interestingly enough, the 
event at the Hicks Center almost 

never happened, after concerns 
arose that it might appear too 
partisan. Kalamazoo College 
is noticeably liberal in more 
than one sense. Gail Griffin, 
a Professor in the English 

Continued on page 6 

Queen Bees Sting Ultimate Frisbee Field IN THIS ISSUE 
ON THE QUAD By CODY MUSSELMAN 

Staff Writer 

On any given day, a group of 
spirited young women can be fotmd 
tossing a disc either outside or in 
Anderson gym. The Kalamazoo 
Women's U1timate team (more 
commonly known as the Queen 
Bees), was started two years ago by 
Jackie Howard K'08 and Hannah 
Masuga K'09 and has proceeded to 
grow in both size and skill. 

"Iwantedtostartmysophomore Queen Bee Sideline Support 

year," said Masuga, who is now 
a senior. She started by creating a 
list of interested individuals and 
went to the Ultimate Frisbee gym 
class. At the class she discovered 
that Howard had done the same 
thing. The two paired up and 
furmed Kalamazoo's first women's 
U1timate team. 

Last full the Queen Bees 
played in their first tournament, 
Glory Days. Scoring only 3 

Counesy of Cody Musselman Continued on page 6 
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Name: 
Ryan 
Hoffmann 

Hometown: 
Hudsonville, 
Michigan 

Year: 
Freshmen 

Major: 
Chemistry 

What do 
you usually dream about? My 
beautiful girlfriend, of course ... • 
Do you play any sports? Football 
and baseball. 

What is one thing you could not 
live without? Music; Eminem. 

What is your favorite movie and 
why? Superbad ... why? Because of 
McLovin. 

If someone were to play you in a 
mOl'ie, who would you pick? David 
Hasselhoff, hands down. 

How many times i/ll a day do you 
say dude/bro? Dude, about 50. Bro, 
about twice. 

What's your weakness? Kryptonite. 

Pet peeve? Snorting while 
laughing. 

Where do you order-out the most 
while on campus? Toss up between 
Spice Rice and Jimmy John's. 

What do you think of 
telemarketers? They suck and if 
they ever call me I'm going to hang 
up. 

What is your favorite episode of 
Famzly Guy? The 100th episode. 
You tube it. 

What do you want all the girls to 
know about you? 616-885-8935. 

-- Lyndsay N uyen K' 12 
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Student Leaders React 
The Future of Obama s America 
ByMAE NEWNUM 
Staff Writer 

After the historic presidential 
election on Tuesday, November 4, 
2008, Christina Gibson didn't join 
her friends on the quads or at parties 
as they celebrated the night away; her 
candidate had just lost the election. 
Gibson, who voted for Republican 
nominee John McCain, said she knew 
Obama would win the presidential 
race. "I watched a lot of the aftermath 
and spoke to my family and friends at 
other colleges ... Just kind of thought 
about it," she said. 

As the president of Students for 
Life on campus, Gibson said she was 
most disturbed about President-elect 
Obama's views on the controversial 
right to abortion. "I was really actually 
extremely sad because 1 know that 
Obama is one of the most pro-choice, 
presidents that we've ever elected. So 
in that sense, I was deeply moved and 
sad," she said. 

Gibson has very strong opinions 
about President-elect Obama and the 
next four years he offers. Many of 
Kalamazoo College's student leaders 
are interested in what he and his 
administration will accomplish; some 
are hopeful while others are worried 
about the future of this nation. 

Nina Young, president of the 
Black Student Organization, is excited 
about President-elect Obama ~inning 
the election. Young said that she 
thinks Obama will be able to help the 
majority because of his past and any 
struggles he may have faced as an 
African-American. 

''There is a certain aspect of 
struggle that certain people don't 
understand. And 1 feel that having 
a president that understands what it 
means to literally have to pull yourself 
up by your bootstraps-literally being 
told by your professor you're not good 
enough-that he can go into office 
and say 'I know how it feels for John 
in Detroit, and so maybe 1 can help by 
implementing this policy, '" she said. 

Andrew Lukas, the president of 

College Republicans, is one student 
who expressed worry about what 
President-elect Obama and the policies 
he may implement and the changes 
he will make. ''He means a relative 
shift from the previous eight years in 
policy. We are quite skeptical as to his 
success and we are very skeptical of 
his proposed policies," he said. 

There is one thing Lukas is very 
worried about. ''Foreign policy is 
where I personally am quite fearful of 
the damage he can do," he said. Lukas 
is worried about Iraq and Eastern 
Europe. 

Lukas said he believes that 
Obama can't follow through with all 
of his proposed policies because of 
the national debt. "We also recognize 
that, economically, his hands are 
somewhat tied, which is good for us. 
It's good for the country, it's good for 
the Republicans," Lukas said. 

Clifford Ballard, the senior 
leader of Kaleidoscope, said Obama's 
election was good for him, too, and his 
rights. "I know that he is a minority 
that does face discrimination so I feel 
like his views on equality are much 
more honest," Ballard said. "1 trust 
him being a minority more to protect 
my rights." 

Marianna Johnson, a sophomore 
leader of P.O.W.E.R., said she 
is hopeful about President-elect 
Obama's stance on women's rights. 
"Obama has had a great track record 
for supporting women's rights and 
civil rights in general. I am hoping that 
he will continue this record; however, 
I'm skeptical that women's rights are 
on the top of his priority list," Johnson 
said in an e-mail. 

Despite the doubt, Johnson was 
impressed by most campus responses 
to President-elect Obama. ''I went out 
to the quad after he was elected and 

. I was surprised at how he affected 
the student body," Johnson said in an 
e-mail. ''For that night, many of the 
students all stood behind one person. 
It cultivated a sense of community 
that I haven't felt before at K." 
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HObama Only Knew 

Girl: Are you inspired? 
Security Guard: I'm so inspired right 
now, if someone asked me for a favor, 
I'd probably do it 

Overheard by Frogger in the Hicks 
Center 
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JANUARY 16: JAMA 

Friday's Jama Service kicked off the celebration o'f Martin Luther King Jr. day 
with a formal introduction to this year's theme: "Reclaiming Our Voice: Connecting with 
Community." Sally Arent opened the service, but before things got underway, President Eileen 
Wlison-Oyelaran stepped up to the stage to deliver a special announcement m which she 
honored Associate Dean of Students Karen L. Joshua-Wathel for her ten years of commitment 
to the Martin Luther King Jr. committee. 

. Each speaker brought a different facet of Martin Luther Kin~ Jr. day to the forefront. 
The first, Alexander Morgan K' 11, spoke of the upcoming inauguratIOn of the first African 
American president, and concluded that Martin Luther King Jr. ~s work is far from finished. 
Morgan reminded the audience of contemporary threats to civil rights, such as the trials of the 
lena Six and the ban on gay marriage in California. He asserted that "real progress will come 
from the ground up," encouraging audience members to "go out and make a difference." 

Dean of First Years and Advising, Zaide Pixley, asked the audience where we as a 
society would be without the contributions of such influential African American individuals 
as Aretha Franklin and James Baldwin. Pixley dared us to strive to "be all we could be, and 
all w~ ought to ~e." Third, R~fus Karanj~, an international student from Kenya, spoke of how 
Martm Luther Kmg Jr., steppmg out of his comfort zone, should inspire us all to do the same 
and to "initiate change in our own spheres of influence." Karanja reminded the audience of a 
choice that all must make: whether to be part of the solution or afart of the problem. 

Ehzabeth Candido, College Chaplain, painted a picture 0 Martin Luther King Jr. 's 
"beloved community," urging the audience not to "settle for a world the way it is [now]," 
but mstead to remember what we are working toward. She reminded us that real community 
is formed on a "one-to-one basis" and that "the needs of the world are met when one person 
[notices] the needs of another and cares for them." 

Provost Mickey McDonald described his own personal struggles in relation to 
reclaiming his own voice in his life as a gay man and the "conscious giving up of power [and] 
the subjection of an increased prospect of discrimination" that comes with the repeating event 
of coming out. McDonald urged the audience to "celebrate the cacophony of voices ... [and] 
appreciate the diversity." Moved to tears by the intimacy of McDonald's heartrending speech 
Nathalia Dallas K'09 shared a personal story of her own, relating the struggles her hometown' 
underwent in preventing the invasion of land developers and preserving the unique community 
that her Village shares. Dallas reminded the audience that community isn't fancy or com plica 

The last speaker of the afternoon was Aaron Coleman K'09, who, in relating his 
experiences with discovering one's voice while participating in a poetry workshop in South 
Africa, taught the audience that "Our interdependence shapes the reality of our environment," 
and that we hve in a world where growth is Impossible if undertaken alone. 

Reminding us of the important ideals of Martin Luther King Jr., Friday ' s Jama service 
set the pace for the followmg three days of celebratory and educational events held in King's 
honor. 

JANUARY 19: CONVOCATION, 

The winter weather was strangely warm and inviting with sunlight bursting forth from the 
clouds as students, faculty .. ~d community members poured Into Stetson Chapel on Monday morning 
to observe the birthday of Martin Luther King Jr. witli a special Convocation service. Dean Joshua
Wathel's opening remarks addressed topics tliat would become the theme of the day-the importance 
of "connecting with community," understanding that "I need you, and you need me ... We all need each 
other." She stressed the need to remember that with the inauguration of President-Elect Barack Obama 
on Tuesdlly, we as Americans all need to do our part to help create a solution. 

Dean Joshua-Wathel was followed by Kalamazoo College's A Cappella Singers, who delivered 
a beautiful and upbeat performance that inspired much of the cha~1 to clap and sing along. After their 
soulful performance, Narda McClendon, Assistant Director of the CIP, announced tile MLK essay 
contest winner, Toni Skalican K' 11. Skalican's essay touched uJ?On the heartbreaking truth that "[we are 
upable] to r~a1lze our potential as a community because some oT us are still struggling with poverty and 
disenfranchisement. " 

After Skalican was awarded the prize, Dia Kirby K'09 introduced the Convocation's keynote 
~aker, Dr .. A!t<:>n B. P?lIard illl pean ana ~rof~s~or of Religion ;md Culturt? of the Howard University 
School of DWIIDty. Dr. Pollard aellvered an mspmng speech, calling the audience to recognJze the 
potential of youth to make an incredible impact. Heraldin& the generation of those who are 22 years 
old and younger, "bred on the internet, Myspace, and Wii, ' Dr. Pollard stated that this "unnamed 
generation" was a generation born to lead, and a "generation of hoRC." 

Usin/t examples of civil leaders, musicians,/.,. authors, and philosophers from both the era of 
Martin Luthe{King Jr. and of contemp'orary times, ur. Pollard proclaimed that there is little wonder that 
the youth of both yesterday and today "demand [that] their elders keep up with them" and encouraged 
the students in the audience not to "succumb to the fascination with greeo" to which their elders fell 
prey. Following Dr. Pollard, Margaret Wiedenhoeft, Associate Director of the CIP, read 
the editorial by Reverend Jesse Jackson that had appeared in tje New York Times, and the Convocation 
was further closed by the singing of "Lift Every VOice" by Dr. Romeo Phillips, Professor Emeritus of 
Education, Dr. Leslie Tung, Professor of Music, and the audience members. The Convocation served as 
a reminder that Martin Luther King Jr. day is one of both remembrance and of celebration. 

2009 Martin Luther Kine Jr Committee 
Karen L. Joshua-Wathel 
(Associate Dean of Students) 
Sally Arent 
(Administrative Secretary of the Student Development Office) 
Narda McClendon 
(Assistant Director th nter for International Programs) 

Zaide Pixley 
(Dean of First Years and 

Margaret Wiedenhoeft 
(As~ociate Director <) 

Compiled and Writll'n b 

Statement from Nina Young, President of the Black 
Student Organization, in regards to MLK Day 

"Martin Luther King Jr. Day is very important. It's 
one of those days that remind you that you're able 
to make a difference in the world nonViolently. It's a 
reminder of the commonalities that African Americans 
and White Americans actually have and that there are 
people out there across racial barriers and boundaries 
that firmly believe in racial equality." 

C, 'IIIi<' of 1manda Cur 

JANUARY 19: Commemorative Walk 

3 

Hundreds of Kalamazoo College and Western Michi
gan University students showed up Monday afternoon to brave 
the elements m order to commemorate the birthday of civil 
rights activist and reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The 
crowd snaked along the streets of downtown Kalamazoo, some 
marchers holding blue or white balloons as they headed toward 
City Hall. There, the students were met by Kalamazoo citizens 
and the merged gI:oups marched toward the Martin Luther King 
Commemorative Park. There, standing under the statue of Mar
tin Luther King Jr., a speaker highlighted the important themes 
of the day. Calling the group to remember the importance of 
King's ideal of the "be[oved community," the unnamed speaker 
ask~ that all in attendance join together to build both the com
mumty of Kalamazoo and tile unseen community that joins all of 
humanity. He further highlighted the relevance of the maugura
tion of President-Elect Obama the following day, and that It was 
up to the citizens of the United States to step up and do their 
part in helping President-Elect Obama by actively engaging in 
community building acts, such as helping one another, feedillg 
and clothing the poor and remembenng that we are all one. The 
march was concluded by a prayer in the Christian tradition, fol
lowed by a symbolic release of balloons into the winter air. 
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War on Drugs Lecture Sparks Interest, Fills Olmstead Room 
By REGIS HANNA 
Staff Writer 

The War on Drugs? Who cares about 
the War on Drugs? Last week, roughly 
125 people packed the Olmstead room to 
hear John C. Dugas, head of the political 
science department, deliver a speech on 
the United States' War on Drugs in Latin 
America. Nowadays it certainly seems like 
a relatively unimportant issue, blotted out 
by news of the 2008 financial crisis and 
the war on terrorism. Yet in 2008 alone, 
5,376 people were killed in drug related 
violence just in Mexico. "To put that in 
perspective," explained Prof. Dugas, "that 
is more than the number of American 
soldiers who have lost their lives fighting 
in Iraq and Mghanistan combined over 
the past seven years (4,861)." 

Since a large portion of the cocaine, 
heroin, and marijuana used in the United 
States is either produced in or trafficked 
through Mexico, the facts seem to 
put Americans on trial; not only do 
Americans consume these drugs, thereby 
financing the violence, but because the 
U.S. government has been waging an 

unsuccessful war on its supply for about 
100 years, the result of which has arguably 
caused just as much, if not more damage, 
than the drugs themselves. This was the 
"Never Ending Story" that Prof. Dugas 
addressed. 

But why has the war on drugs been 
a failure? Up until the present, the United 
States' efforts have focused on fighting the 
supply of drugs, but as Prof. Dugas pointed 
out, trying to eliminate the supply creates 
new problems. The flaw in this strategy is 
two-fold. 

The first issue is the Profit Paradox: 
U.S. efforts to fight drug producers and 
traffickers have successfully increased 
the risk and costs involved in drug trade. 
Simple economics, however, show that 
doing so raises the prices because the 
demand for drugs remains. Understandably, 
the incentives to produce and traffic the 
drugs then become more attractive. Simply, 
the war on drugs has made the drug trade 
a very profitable business. Furthermore, it 
is easy to imagine that the heightened risk 
involved in drug trade has pushed it into the 
hands of even more dangerous individuals. 

The second issue is the Hydra Effect. 
Hydra is a monster in Greek mythology 
with multiple heads that, when one head 
is chopped off, grows two more. This is a 
suitable analogy for what goes on in the 
drug war. "Drug production is not like the 
making of computer chips; it requires a 
relatively small amount of capital, and very 
little technology" stated Prof. Dugas. The 
result is that when a crop of coca leaves 
is destroyed, for example, it is easy to 
set up another crop elsewhere. A vicious 
cycle ensues where each new attack ends 
up leading the production of drugs to 
into new geographies, only spreading the 
problem. Violence and corruption usually 
accompany the drug trade in the countries 
where it flourishes. 

Prof. Dugas' conclusion was clear: 
fighting the drug supply only exacerbates 
the problem. The solution is to diminish 
the demand for drugs. As long as there is 
a demand for drugs, someone, somewhere 
will create a supply. Reducing demand can 
be done in large part by educating users 
and potential users about drugs and their 
consequences. 

Head of Students for a Sensible 
Drug Policy (SSDP), Leeor Schweitzer 
K'II explained that education has 
worked, but that "the truth about drugs 
isn't being used." "Where abstinence
only education has been promoted and 
contraceptives neglected, STDs and 
teen pregnancy have prevailed," he said. 
"In the same way, if we don't focus on 
educating people on the true effects 
of drugs and the safe use of drugs, we 
will only increase the amount of harm 
they cause," said Schweitzer. Today, 
information about the consequences of 
drugs looks more like "propaganda than 
education," he said. Many drug users 
never leam about the real consequences 
drugs cause to people's personal Lives, to 
their community, and to the world around 
them in which the drugs are produced. 

As Prof. Dugas said, "Insanity is 
doing the same thing over and over 
again and expecting different results." 
The United States' strategy to fight the 
War on Drugs has been unsuccessful for 
100 years. Perhaps it's time for a new 
strategy. 

A.M. Todd Rare Book Room Hosts Darwin Exhibit 
Continued from page 1 

also features Darwin's previously 
unpublished journal and his most famous 
,work, On the Origin of Species. Finally, 
volumes documenting Darwin's study of 
mammals, reptiles, fish, fossils, and animal 
psychology are accompanied by beautiful 
illustrations from other naturalists. 

For students who have come to 
know Charles Darwin only as the man 
who studied finches on the Galapagos 
Islands and coined the theory of natural 
selection, this collection offers a richer 
perspective of his life and work that 
cannot be found anywhere else. Although 
Darwin is recognized as one of most 
important contributors to modern biology, 
no science class can prepare students for 
the discoveries they will come to know as 
they explore the "Darwin 200" collection. 

Paul Smithson, the Technical Services 
Libranan who guides visitors through the 
Rare Book Room, said that Darwin's life is 

much more complex than he thought before 
becoming familiar with the collection. 

This display at the Rare Book Room 
is a special privilege, and students are 
encouraged to take advantage of this unique 
opportunity. So far, however, attendance has 
been minimal. Smith said, "We have not had 
nearly enough [people], but we always hope 
for more." 

When students and faculty leave the 
Rare Book Room, Smithson said he hopes 
"they will see that we have a rich collection 
of Darwin materials available for research 
use." After the exhibit ends, the books will 
remain with the library and be available for 
general use by students and faculty 

The Rare Book Room is open from 
I :00 to 3 :00 PM. every Monday, Tuesday, 
and Thursday and by appointment. The 
exhibit opened on January 5 and continues 
through March 12. For more information or 
questions, contact smithson(Q)kzoo.edu. 

A Glimpse at the R,lre Exhibit Photo/Allison LaRose 
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Colonnades in Kalamazoo? 
By KAITLYNWALTER 
News Editor 

Kalamazoo has always been 
known as the Education City due 
to the presence of three colleges 
within its borders and its proximity 
to several others. Due to the city's 
appreciation of Greek ideas such 
as education, the arts, music, and 
theatre, the Gateway Coalihon 
decIded that a set of colonnaded 
semkircles would be symbolically 
appropriate. 

The 
Greek
sty I e 
colonnades 
w ere 
created to 
"transform 
the traffic 
ISland into 
a dramatic 
connecter 
of Western 

Kalamazoo College. 
He decided to get involved with 

a physical revitalization project "to 
re-instill some hope that it wouldn't 
fall apart." 100 project led to a whole 
senes of revitalization projects. In 
1987 K students were involved in a 
project that remodeled and repainted 
the homes down West Lovell Street 
Annual spring beautification projects, 
led by K and WMU students, as well 
as residents from the neighborhoods, 
followed 

a n 
adjacent The MajestIC Colonnades ofK Light Up the Night 

residential neighborhoods," said 
Kim Cummings, Chairperson 
and Representative for the 
Gateway neighborhood."That 
style was reflective of what people 
held inlportant and represents 
Kalamazoo '5 admiration of all 
things Greek." 

The colonnades are just a 
small part of Phase II in the West 
Gateway Project. This project is one 
of the many physical revitalization 
projects that have been undertaken 
in the past 20 years in the South 
Street Historic District. 

In 1985 Professor Cun1mings 
became concemed for the 

The Gateway project was 
created in 1997 by neighbors, the 
city, and the colleges. Two phases 
were planned to commence over 
several years. Phase I dealt with 
internal neighborhood while Phase 
II dealt with the convergence area 

In order to undertake and 
complete Phase r, the neighborhood 
residents taxed themselves to finance 
the project. Phase I included new 
old-fashioned street lights, buried 
electrical lines, brickwork, and 
sloped sidewalks. This phase was 
completed before the continuation of 
Phase II. 

While Phase I was financed 
neIghborhood just east of campus. by the neighborhoods, the funding 
During the 1980's it had begun to for Phase n came from the State 
fall into disrepair when vacancy, 
home turnover, and crime went 
up. I11e remaining homeowners 
and Professor Cunlmings becmne 
fearful lor the neighborhood and 

Department ofTransportation. Phase 
II encompassed all the work that 
went mto the intersection of Lovell 
and W. Michigan Drive, and College 
Park. 

''Phase II is an extension 
of the effort to revitalize the 
neighborhood," said Professor 
Cwnmings. "It complements the 
college and neighborhood while 
maintaining an attractive quality 
and providing safety." 

Many K students helped with 
the second phase in their service
learning classes. After the gravel 
parking lot was landscaped over 
and bike paths were laid, students 
helped clear the area of debris and 

branches. 
The paths 
will connect 
students and 
residents to 
Downtown 
Kalamazoo 
and the 
regional 
network 
of bike 
paths and 
pedestrian 
trails. 

The 
latest 
addition to 

PhotolKaiclyn Walter th 
eareawas 

the Greek colonnades. The park 
and intersection have yet to receive 
their finishing touches of abundant 
flowers, bushes, and grasses. 

The colonnades were designed 
by landscape architect Frederick 
Law Olmstead. Olmstead grew up 
near a park that contained similar 
colonnades. He loved that park 
and the colonnades and agreed 
that they would be symbolically 
appropriate for welcoming people 
to Kalamazoo. 

"While it might seem strange 
to people at first, I hope it becomes 
a landmark for Kalamazoo College 
and the city. They'll say welcome 
to Kalamazoo" said Professor 
Cummings. 

There will be a dedication 
to the park and the intersection 
in the spring. It'll be a time for 
fresh beginnmgs and community 
togetherness. 
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Financial Crisis Response 
By REGIS HANNA 
Staff Writer 

Kalamazoo College is 175 
years old It has weathered many 
financial storms in the past and it will 
probably ... or, hopefully survive this 
one. But it has never survived without 
making a few changes and cutting 
OOek on co>ts when it needed to. As 
the primary revenue SOUICe of this 
institution, it is important for students 
to wxlerstand the scope of the effects of 
this economic crisis on the college. To 
address this issue, President Wilson
Oyelaran's staff held an infonnation 
session for students on Januruy 15 
in the Olmstead room, in which they 
discussed the college's iJOOtion and 
plans in the context of the economic 
crisis and uncertainty. 

Kalamazoo College receives 
revenue from three principle sow:ces: 
tuition and fees, its endowment fund, 
and contributions in the fonn of gifts 
and bequests. All three are affected 
by the cwrent crisis. The size of the 
tuition and fees accrued depends on 
the munber of students that apply and 
actually enroll at Kalamazoo College. 
So fur, the nwnber of applicants this 
year is down 13% from last yea!: That 
sounds bad, but consider that it is still 
about the same nwnber of applicants 
that applied two years ago, and that 
most other schools are experiencing 
similar drops in applicants. Revenue 
from students, however, is still the 
largest of the three revenue sow:ces 
for Kalamazoo College. Any serious 
decline in enrollment could easily 
hamper the school's financial security. 

K's Endowment ftmd is a pool 
of money provided by dono!s-many 
of them alumni-for a specific 
program or department of the donor's 
choice. After being invested wisely 
by the Board of Trustees, that swn of 
money grows, and usually about 5% 
of its value is taken and used by the 
College as a revenue SOUICe to bel p 
run the school-generally about 8% 
of its budget The economic crisis 
has sIashed the endowment from 
roughly 172 million dollars to 115 
million dollars in value from 2fXJ7 
to the end of 2008. This means that 
yearly retwns from the endowment 

will be smaller and its growth by 
way of donations will slower than 
usuaJ as well. Kalamazoo College's 
philanthropists are less inclined to 
donate as much, as is expected during 
economically tough times. Depending 
on how well the economy does, the 
endowment could recover some of 
its value. The Volatility in the market 
has led to a decision by Kalamazoo 
College to postpone cornpIeting the 
school budget until the spring when 
there will be a good idea of how the 
economy and endowment are doing. 
By that time, the BoardofTrusteesand 
the College's staff should have a better 
idea about the College's iJOOtion. 

In response to these events, 
Kalamazoo College's staff is focusing 
a good deal of its efforts on recruiting 
new students and aggressively 
reaching out to donors while ttying to 

remain wxlerstanding about cwrent 
economic conditions. The staff is 
also reviewing each program and 

. l 
department to see where It may reduce 
co>ts, whilestill maintainingthequality 
of a K education. It also has to address 
the study abroad program, which will 
remain unchanged for those going 
abrood next year. Future programs, 
however, will be affected by varying 
exchange rates and other ~ 
co>ts. And although rumors of 10% 
tuition increases have circulated, 
tuition is suppooed to increase about 
5.9%-well within the average 3.50/0-
65% that Kalamazoo College is used 
to. 

So what can students do? FIrstly, 
the President's staff emphasized that 
if any students are having financial 
difficulties caused by the economic 
downtwn, they should contact the 
Financial Aid office as soon as 
possible. K's staff is committed 
to finding a way around financial 
difficulties to keep students here. 
Secondly, it is important that K 
students continue to be welcoming 
to prospective students who visit the 
campus-the more students who 
enroll at Kalamazoo College, the 
better. For more infonnation about 
the College's financial situation and 
further updates, go to campus.kzoo. 
eduleconomicinfo. 

t 
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Girls on the Run: A Mentor Opportunity 
By TONI SKALICAN 
Contributor 

Prior to the season, coaches attend several accompanied students in the area," she said. 
meetings and training sessions, and there are She described a distressing example: one 

Looking for an opportunity to be a two coaches assigned to every GOlR team. afternoon, a girl once carne to Kroll prior to 
mentor for Kalamazoo youth during spring Accordingtothe Kalamazoo area website, practice to tell her that she did not think she 
quarter? Kalamazoo Girls on the Run since "GOTR is an international program, would be able to run that day. The girl was 
(GOTR) is currently looking volunteer there is a well-developed curriculwn," which too tired because she had not eaten anything 

coaches to prepare teams of 4"', 5"', and 6'h is intended to teach constructive life lessons. that day. 
grade girls for the annual WonderGirl 5K, "Lessons include subjects stich as emotional When Kroll brought the concern up 
which will be take place in late with the participant's parents, she 
May. found that they were struggling to 

"It's about instilling values feed the family. "This probably 
in the girls throUgh running," isn't a problem you'll find at 
said Lauren Kroll K'09, who schools in Portage," she said. 
participated as a coach at If being a coach sounds a bit 
Woodward Elementary last spring. overwhelming, one can always 
To Kroll, GOTR is not about dedicate time as a team assistant 
developing amazing child-runner instead. Last year, K students were 
athletes. "If you're lookingjllst to able to volunteer as team assistants 
coach, Girls on the Run isn't your through the Mary Jane Stryker 

. g," she said. Institute for Service-Learning. 

"It was harder than I thought For Kroll, the best part of the 
it would be," she confessed, "but in season was the final WonderGirl 
the end it was really gratifying." race. "I ran with one of the girls, 

A coach's responsibility is to and even though it took her forty-

run two ninety-minute lessons per 1J aUf. d G·' "'T'k· B k CounesyofToniSkalican twominutestofinish,shewasjust 
k, < th dura· f 9 k wo non er tr S .la tng a rea reaIl d t . ed" ·d Kroll wee Jor e bon 0 a -wee Y e ermm ,sal . 

program that begins March 16. Additionally, health, values, cooperation, and standing up She added, "And the girl who finished first 
coaches are expected to provide direction for for oneself," boasts the site. for our team was just really excited." 
team assistants and parent volunteers, wait Provided a binder of these lessons, Kroll Coaching applications are due by 
at the school following all practices until said that there was "not a ton of planning January 29, 2009, and team-assisting 
all girls have been picked up, lead in the required." However, she did admit to applications are due by March 9, 2009. 
coordination of a team community service encountering problems beyond planning. Both can be found online at www. 
project, and plan an end~f-season party. ''There were familial problems that girlontherunkazoo.org. 

Ultimate Frisbee Isn't Just for the Boys 
Continued from page 1 

points, the team got to experience the intensity 
of a tournament and witnessed the endurance 
required to be a competitive team. This year the 
Queen Bees returned to the same tournament 
and scored more than five times the amount of 
points than the previous year. "Our progress has 
been amazing," a player noted. The team plans 
to attend an indoor tournament in Ann AIbor 
on Jan. 17'" and 18'" and anyone is welcome to 
join. Once the official ultimate season begins, the 
Queen Bees will have many more chances to play 
in tournaments both in and out of Michigan. 

Playing Ultimate Frisbee is a good form of 
exercise and an excellent fonn of socialization. 
Although the players can be intense, the sport's 
vibe is genera1ly laid back and welcoming. 
''Ultimate is the best sport to play if you want 

more intensity than intramura1s, but less of a 
time commitment than a regu1ar K sport. We're 
flexible ... we just want people to play!" said 
Jackie Rogers K'09, co-<:aptain of the Queen 
Bees. No skills are required to join and the Queen 
Bees will provide the instruction necessary to 
participate. "The winter is a great time to start. 
It's indoor play, no wind! Even if you've never 
played before, we'll be working on basic skills. 
Plus, it feels great to move in the winter," said 
Rogers. The Queen Bees have yet to establish 
a regu1ar practice time in the gym, but to get 
updates about practices and tournaments please 
e-mail either Jackie Rogers or Hannah Masuga. 

Ultimate Frisbee is also a game that can 
be enjoyed beyond college. There are leagues 
all over the country, most of which welcome 
anyone, such as the Ka1amazoo Ultimate Disc 

League. Alumni who learned to play with the 
Queen Bees continue to enjoy the sport after 
graduating fiom K. 'There is no doubt when 
someone starts playing and competing for the 
first time [that] they'll get hooked. The whole 
atmosphere around Ultimate is relaxed and 
about having as much fun as possible. You play 
because you want to, because it fuels good to do 
something that makes you move and laugh," said 
Rogers. Over the past two years the team has 
grown in both size and reputation. ''People are 
proud to say they're on the team," commented 

Masuga, co-<:aptain. 
As the Queen Bees keep tossing and 

sponsoring bake sales, they continue their 
search for new members. ''Ultimate people love 
beginners. Nationwide, it's really just a great 
community," noted Masuga. 

Presidential 
Inauguration 
Continued from page 1 

department, who helped organize the 
event explained in an e-mail statement 
that "knowing what the election night 
was like on campus, and seeing the 
telecast from Grant Park that night, I 
realized that the inauguration would be 
a really powerful moment for our little 
community to experience together. We 
can't pass those up; they don't come 
that often." 

In order to help make the event 
possible a group effort was made. 
Some teachers cancelled their classes 
so that students could attend; Trayless 
Tuesdays was suspended for lunch so 
that students could bring their food 
down to the banquet hall; the chapel 
staff help print and distribute flyers; the 
media center set up the projectors, and 
Student Development helped organize 

too. 
Anyone who attended the event 

would have noticed the solemn 
atmosphere that wafted over the room 
as everyone stood up when Obama took 
his oath. As Prof. Griffin noted in her 
e-mail, "the peaceful, orderly transfer 
of power is an extremely rare event in 
human history, and a moment for real 
pride." It was certainly a memorable 
event for all those who attended the event 
in Hicks and for those who watched it 
in their dorm rooms or on YouTube. 
It was an important moment for all to 
sit down, be silent and be reminded of 
what it means to be American. 

It is a good sign for America that 
the child of an African immigrant can 
reach the highest office in the country. 
As the Rev. Joseph E. Lowery stated 
melodically in his Benediction to 
Obama, "Lord, in the memory of all the 
saints who from their labors rest, and in 
the joy of a new beginning, we ask you 
to help us work for that day when black 
will not be asked to get back., when 
brown can stick around, when yellow 
will be mellow, when the red man can 
get ahead, man, and when white will 
embrace what is right." 
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The Terror! The Horror! My Bloody Valentine 3D Reviewed ... in 3D 
By COLIN KING 
Staff Writer 

What do you want from a movie 
advertisedasa3Dridetohell? Aplot? 
Good Acting? Anything of artistic, 
cultural, or emotional relavence? No 
way man, you want carved bodies, 
a little person with implants being 
electrocuted after being lifted off 
her feet by a pickaxe, people getting 
their hearts cut out, and disembodied 
jaws being thrown at you in three 
gra!llitously gory dimensions. 

it can make for some laughs, flinches, 
and anything but enjoyment beyond 
the very superlicial. 

police officers with piles of mangled 
flesh. Well, what do you want? He's 
a three hundred pound, supernatural 

currently engaged in bad teenager 
stuff outside of one of the mine shafts. 

So then some kids are killed, the 
survivorsistarsareemotionaUyscarred, 
and an audience gets an eyeball on 
the tip of a pickaxe protrlJding out 
from some dude's fuce and into the 
audience. Awesome, now just repeat 
that a few times with varying levels of 
3D brutality and we've got a movie! 

who's now the town sheriff as well 
as town skeeze. 

All there is to say really is 
that the characters are aU as pretty 
and carbon<.epied as they are 
lifeless, and really just serve as an 
uninteresting, over-acted voice 

And it doesn't waste any time, 
imrnedialely after donning the super 
sweet 3D glasses, we are given the 
gruesome back story. Basically a 
bunch of miners get trapped in a mine 
and one ends up killing the rest of them 
to conserve his own air and he, as the 
self-appointed remaining survivor, is 
rescued, but not before going into a 
pwportedly endless coma 

..... 
for a future corpse. The ending is 

My Bloody Valentine 3D 
delivers on aU of these expectations 
and, provided you have a tolerance 
fur blood and guts (and eyes and 
limbs and skulls dangling flesh 
melted by a ride in a clothes dryer), 

Eternal sleep is no hindrance to 
the killer's thirst for entrails, because 
he awakens and swiftly makes sure 
that nobody in the vicinity is left 
with lungs. He then flees back to the 
mine, leaving the wooden, ancient 

Your 3D Reviewer in Action 

dismemberer, and he's got to go 
chop up drunken redneck ofiSpring 

It picks up again ten years later 
whenTorn, one of the survivors and son 
of the mine owner, returns to the town 
with the intention of selling the mine 
his futher recently left him in his will. 
With him also returns the presumed 
dead Valentine's Massacrer-er. Then 
there's slight romantic intrigue: Tom's 
old beau married another survivor 

predictable, but actually not too bad, 
and the 3D parts are a little spread 
out, but pretty overall sweet. It's 
also not particularly scary, inducing 
more laughs from the audience than 
screams, but see it if you like lots 
of blood and are wilIing to actually 
drop ten bucks at the Rave (because 
they don't do student discounts for 
3D movies). Keep in mind you also 
get to keep the glasses! 

A Closer Look at Last Year's Star Wars: The Force Unleashed 
By NICK WHITE 
Staff Writer 

For the past decade or so, Star Wars films 
and video games have shared one distinct 
similarity aside from their subject material: 
endorsing the principle that just because a 
fumchise continues to spew out installments at 
a frenetic rate is not proof that the quality and 
integrity of the fumchise is intact. In recent 
years Star Wars funs have not only been foroed 
to watch Hayden Christensen get paid to make 
expressions only severe constipation and/or 
childbirth can induce. They've also had to put 
up with such downright putrid games as Force 
Commander, Super Bomhad Racing. and Obi
Wan ~ huddling up to one's neck in tauntaun 
guts for warmth seems preferable to playing 
them. 

In fact, the few and far between occasions 
when Lucasart's titles fell between "above 
average" and winning "Game of the Year" 
awards occurred when they handed over the 
development reins to third-party studios. 1he 
Battlejivnt series was developed by Pandemic, 
Traveler's Tales handled Lego Star Wars, and 
Bioware created one of the best games ever 
in Knights of the Old Republic. Lucasarts is 
slowly coming to terms with that filet that if they 
handle the distribution, marketing, and funding, 
and leave the actual design and development 
to someone else, aU's well in George Lucas' 
money pit 

Perhaps at this point you're wondering 
just who Lucasarts put in charge of The Force 

Unleruhed. 1he unfuthomable answer is ... 
Lucasarts. And did Lucasarts at least wisely 
place the game's events eons before the dreadful 
prequel trilogy \ike Knights of the Old Republic 
did? Nope, the game's events act as a de-fucto 
bridge between the "new" and "old" films. 

Rather than put you in the shoes of a 
beloved Star Wars character, Force Unleruhed 
has you donning the Jedi robes ofDarth Vader's 
secret apprentice known only as "Starkiller." 
You're tasked with taking on covert missions to 
root out some of the remaining Jedi, as well as 
running some errands Vader expects to be kept 
"under the radar" of Emperor Palpatine. As par 
for the course with one's traditional Star Wars 
narrative, the notion that you will irrevocably 
adhere to the tenants of the "Dark side" for 
the entirety of the game is questionable, to not 
give too much away. Let us not forget that 
even the dark lord himself had a "change of ... 
mechanized life support." 

In terms of the gameplay, the emphasis on 
The Force is to be commended. Many of the 
abilities we've aU come to love from the movies 
are here: force lightning, shoving people with 
the Force, even Vader's esophagus-crushing 
tactics. The only thing left out is the ability to 
inform people that ''these aren't the droids you're 
looking for." While the controls aren't entirely 
intuitive and have a small learning curve, it isn't 
to the point of hurting the title. What is harmful 
is that despite Starkiller's unIockable moves and 
upgradeable abilities one never reaches a point 

of being disturbingly powerful. Near the end of 
the game almost everyone appears to have the 
Kevlarequivalentfor lightsabers and many shrug 
off the Force like it's a brisk wind. Now it'd be 
one thing if one was a wussy Jedi who wanted 
to sit around and levitate and train in swamps 
with oversized gremlins in my knapsack, but 
when one is a Sith, one expects overwhelming 
brutality. Instead, one is furoed to take on a 
handful of enemies that have somehow spent 
their free time in woodshop class constructing 
lightsaber-resistant annor and personal force 
fields that can withstand my intention to tum 
them into piles of smoldering ash, along the 
\ines ofUncle Owen and Aunt Breu's demise. It 
of course makes one wonder why the Rebellion 
didn't utilize such technology against Vader, but 
that is a different argwnent altogether. 

The Force Unleruhed finds redemption 
in the excessive production values of the title, 
greatly attributed to the filet the Industrial 
Light and Magic had their own branch within 
the studio. The Force powers look downright 
amazingandtheHavokphysics engine powering 
these effects only adds to the believability of 
your abilities. However, what really stands out 
are the character models, especially their fucial 
animation mapping and lip synching. One can 
tell the motion capture techniques for this game 
are first rate, on par with Half-Life 2: Episode 
Two, if not an actual improvement All of the 
cutscenes were fully motion captured with the 
actors who contributed their voice and likeness, 

and the perfonnances have arguably set a new 
standard for what should come to be expect£d 
from acting in video games'. Samuel Witwer's 
(best known as ''Crashdown'' on Battlestar 
Ga1actia)performanceasStarkilIerispartic 
nuanced and offers layers of emotion Hayden 
Christensen could only hope for. 

Overall, The Force Unleashed is best 
compared to a summer blockbuster film: 
big budget, impressive special effects, 1arg~ 
ensemble cast, aU contributing in creating a 
sequel to a decidedly bankable franchise. Alas, 
aU the money in the world can give a title le~ 
but it cannot ensure that it has a heart. While the 
production values are unparaIIeled, the storyline 
(much like the level design) suffers from being 
overly linear. Despite being handed a multitude 
of funcy lightsaber combos and flashy force 
powers at the outset, you will find yourself 
button mashing only two or three for the latter 
half of the game, as the rest become entirelY 
ineffective against heavily shielded foes. 

Simply put, choosing to cram the tale 
between the third and fourth films severely 
constrained the writer's plot options, making the 
protagonist's firte predictable, if not inevitable. 
Still, The Force Unleruhed stands as the best 
Star Wars game since Knights of the old 
Republic (though the competition for such a title 
isn't entirely cutthroat). Its an enjoyable rom 
across an already well-trod galaxy, if one waits 
until the price drops to $30,otherwise, don't say 
I didn't warn you that ... "IT'S A 1RAP!" .. 
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THIS WEEK IN SPORTS 
Men's Basketball 

By ELLEN JILEK 
~!affWriter 

The Ka1amazoo men's basketball team (5-9 
overall, 1-3 MJAA) suftered a 65-72 overtime 
loss to the Olivet Comets (7-8 overall, 2-2 
MJAA) at home on Saturday. 

''We played well in spurts, but we need 
to play for forty minutes, and we didn't do that 
today," said Ben Jerome K'09. 

Courtesy ofhttp://kzoo.edu/spons 

The Hornets led for the entire first half; 
~ping to a 7"{) lead in the first two minutes. 
Olivet stayed competitive throughout, but by 
the thirteen-minute mruk Ka1amazoo had a 22-
10 point advantage. The Comets cut their lead 
to two points with four minutes left in the half; 
but the Hornets, fueled by above average crowd 
participation, finished the halfleading 37-31. 

Kalamazoo, led by top scorer Henry 
McCain K'09, managed to keep their lead until 
Olivet tied the score at 43-43 five minutes into 
the second half The l!ilIDe remained competitive, 
withtheCometsonlypullingaheadbyfourpoints 
31 anyone time. It was pushed into overtime by 
a McCain free throw with 34 seconds left in the 
half; which tied the score 62.fJ2. 

During the five-minute overtime, K won 
the tip offbut only managed to gain a brief one
point lead a minute in. A succession of four field 
IZoa1s over the next three and a half minutes gave 
Ulivet the lead, which they retained to win 72-
65. 

McCain finished with 26 points and eight 
rebounds. The Hornets were out-rebotmded 
36-53 and allowed the Comets 20 points off of 

~lIJlOvers. 

-+ 

The l!ilIDe was one of the first athletic events 
declared an LAC, and the entire gymnasium 
was nearly full. According to cheerleader Lainie 
Waltersdorf K'I2, the attendance was "about 
three times more" than it has been in previous 

l!ilIDes. 
The men's team is next in action Saturday, 

January 24 when they fuce off at home against 
Trine at 3 PM 

Women's Basketball 

By JESSICA MAAS 
SportS Editor 

Following Saturday's loss at Albion, 
the women's basketball team now has ten 
games left to prove they can win one. The 
Hornets (0-13 overall, 0-7 MlAA) will 
be halfway through conference play after 
Wednesday night's home match-up with 
Saint Mary's (8-7 overall, 6-1 MlAA), 
and the closest they've come to winning 
any game was their 56-61 loss at Alma (4-
10 overall, 3-4 MlAA) on December 13, 
2008. 

Courtesy ofhttp://kzoo.edu/spons 

in the conference. They are averaging 
53.6 points per game and allowing their 
opponents an average of 75.5 points per 
game. Nyemade Cooper K' 10 was leading 
the team with 16.6 points per game and 8.8 
rebounds per game after Saturday's loss. 
Saint Mary's is currently tied with Hope 
(12-1 overall, 6-1 MlAA) for first-place in 
the conference. 

Swimming 

By JESSICA MAAS 
Sports Editor 

The men's and women's swimming and 
diving teams will not have league standings 
until after the MlAA Championship meet on 
February 19-21. Four league meets remain 
for the women's team (1-3 overall) and three 
league meets and one non-conference meet 
remain for the men's team (3-1 overall). 

The men's team holds the season 
best times in the MlAA in five events: 
200 freestyle (Craig Fleming K' 11), 
100 backstroke (paul Ellis K' 10), 200 
breaststroke (Chris Manning K'12), 100 
fly (Bobby Dekker K'09) and the 200 
medley relay (Ellis, Manning, Dekker, 
and Fleming). The women do not hold 
the season best times for any events in the 
MlAA. 

Hornet of the Week 

Courtesy of Brian Bazzell 

Compiled by Jessica Maas 

Name: Brian Bazzell 

Year: Sophmore 

Sport: Swimming 

Event: Freestyle 

Coach: Kathy Milliken (6lh season) 

Last Week: Bazzell helped the men's 
swimming and diving team win the 
Michigan/Illinois Quad, hosted by 
Hope, with his ftrst place finish 
in the 50 freestyle (21.35) and his 
participation in the 400 medley relay 
(3:30.85) and 400 free relay (3:09.19), 
both of which K also won. 

Teammate Dan Kovacs K'09 said· "1 
think that his speed is better than it's 
ever been. He's definitely added \\ lot 
of strength in the last year and has 
been working on his fundamentals, 
which are all finally paying off big 
time." 

Week 2 Sports Results 
1114 
Men's Basketball: Hope 80, Kalamazoo 
71 
1117 
Men's Basketball: Olivet 72, Kalamazoo 
65 (ot) 

Women's Basketball: Albion 68, 
Kalamazoo 38 
Men's Swimming: lSi place (of 4) at 
MichiganlIllinois Quad 
Women's Swimming: 3,d place (of 4) at 
MichiganlIllinois Quad 
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Annual Dept. Reading 
English Professors Present 

By MARY B. CORCORAN 
Executive Editor 

She was the last of the nine 
English department faculty to 
speak on Monday night, but 
Writer-In-Residence Di Seuss 
had it right when she thanked 
her colleagues for "being such 
brilliant people who feel a lot 
and are willing to talk about 
it. " 

world." Before arriving at K 
more than three decades ago, 
Griffin confessed to never 
having written creatively 
beyond some poems she 
scribbled in high school. It 
is the conduciveness of a 
liberal arts environment, the 
"everybody can join attitude" 
that inspires participation, she 
said. 

Conrad Hi/berry Poses with Gail Griffin Photo/Mary Corcoran 

The annual event, 
organized by Gail Griffin, drew 
a crowd of stndents, faculty, 
and community members 
to The Olmsted Room for a 
reading designed to blur the 
lines between the academic 
and the creative. 

"We all do scholarly 
things , but we ' re all still 
creative people," said Griffin. 
"The creative informs 
everything we do ... the urge to 
create is the urge to order to 

The department reading 
served as an opportunity for 
professor~ to get to know 
what their colleagues are 
up to, Griffin explained. 
Fittingly, Amy Smith kicked 
off the evening with a quote 
from Shakespeare, expressing 
the hope that "we make you 
wonder." 

Commenting on the range 
of selections, the majority of 
which were quite dark, some 

Continued on page 4 

New Parking Rules 
By KATIE STEFL 

Staff Writer 

Findmg parking on campus 
is never an enjoyable experience. 
On a bitterly cold winter day, 
when you're runrung late for 
class or trying to take care of 
some errands quickly, finding 
parking becomes a frustrating 
and time-consuming process. 
However, there are a few spots 
that are always open-the 
alternative fuel vehicle parking 
near Hicks. 

allowed to park 
there. Cars that 
don't qualify 
receive a $20 
ticket. The parking 
was required as part 
of Hicks' energy 
certificahon. 

P a u 
Manstrom 
of Facilities 
Management 
confinned that the 
parking spots .were 
added to receive 
credit for Hicks' 
LEEDcertification. 

Reserved 
Alternative 

Fuel 
Vehicle 
Parking 

These three prime parking 
spots, conveniently located 
steps from the entrance to the 
bookstore, are not reserved to 
aid the handicapped or even 
expectant mothers, in navigatmg 
campus. Rather, they're reserved 
for people who, though they 
may have no more difficulty in 
walking campus than the rest 
of us, own an alternative fuel 
vehicle. 

and that alternative Read the Sign 0/' Pay ,1 Fine Photo/Katie Stefl 
fuel vehicles and 

Accordmg to Tim Young, 
Director of Security, hybrid, 
electric, and other types of 
alternative fuel vehicles are 

ultra-high fuel efficiency vehicles 
such as hybrids can also use the 
spaces. 

He added that the spaces 
.helped Hicks to earn Silver 
LEED certification, but that 
because they. often go unused, the 
spaces are probably not fulfilling 
their potential for decreasing 
greenhouse gasses. All revenue 
generated from tickets for 

improper parking goes to 
Campus Security's operatmg 
budget. 

In regards to the issue 
that the parking spaces may 
discnminate agamst those who 
carmot afford such vehicles, 
Manstrom said, "You make 
a valid point and one that the 
College took into consideration 

Continued on page 5 

MLK Symposium IN THIS ISSUE 
By CODY MUSSELMAN 

StaffWriter 

On Saturday January 24, people were 
streaming in and out of the Fine Arts Building 
for the three-LAC event, the Martin Luther King 
Jr. Civic Symposium. Organized by seniors Anne 
McShane and Erin Kilburn, the event featured 
three guest speakers, two short videos, a panel 
of alumni, photography by members of Ministry 
with Community, and poems perfonned by 
members of Heartbeat and AMIGOS. The event 
was constructed around three themes: "Educate. 
Enable. Empower." 

Continued on page 3 
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Name: 
Henry 
Peterson 
Wisner 

Hometown: 
Ferrysburg, 
Michigan 

Year: 
JUnIor 

Major. 

Who is your favorite MarlO Party 
character and why? Yoshi, because he's 
the baddest monster behind uN essie". 

Do you believe there IS ever a tIme when 
slInglasses are not acceptable? Absolutely 
not. 

Where are YOII i}pically located arollnd 
3:50 pm Saturday afternoon? Just going 
to bed from Friday night. Otherwise, I'm 
at the basketball game cheenng on my 
boys. 

Let's get down to the nitty gritty . . How do 
you define the word "cheesin '?" Lyndsay 
Nuyen. In class, with sunglasses and her 
furry hat. 

If YOIl could have aile superpower what 
would it be? Fly like an eagle 

We alllrnow about the quality invested in 
MTVIVHI reality television shows. Which 
show would you like to 'star' in? Forget 
VHI and MTV; they have ruined music 
and the American youth. 

If you're Batman, whtch notoriollS person 
(dead or alive, fiction or Iloll-jiction), is 
your Robin? It's between Barry White and 
Marvin Gaye. That way, they can pick 
up the girls, and I'll steal them away. I'm 
leaning toward Marvin Gaye. 

One more to end on a good note. What's 
just the best thmg tn YOllr life? Sunsets 
over Lake MichIgan 

-- LYlldsa), Nllyen K'I2 
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StuCommAddresses Bylaws 
Fellow Students, 

On Tuesday, January 20th, the 
Student Commission unanimously 
endorsed an Amendment to the 
Student Commission Constitution. 
The Amendment, if it goes into 
effect, would alter the process that 
is currently in place for changing 
our Constitution. 

The current document was 
chartered in November of 1995, a 
verydifferenttimeforthisinstitution, 
and therefore a very different time 
for the Student Commission. Since 
the creation of the Constitution, 
to my knowledge, it has been 
modified only slightly. The result is 
a Constitution that is outdated, and 
a Student Commission that does not 
have a strong governing document 
to guide it. The lack of changes 
to the Constitution can largely 
be blamed on the overly stringent 
measures put into place for even 
the slightest alterations to be made. 
Even the most minor of adjustments 
requires an ambiguously defined 
constitutional referendum. Any 
changes will only be placed into 
the document if seventy-five 
percent of students who vote in a 
referendum cast their ballots in the 
affirmative. A friend of mine, who 
serves as President of the Student 
Government at Carthage College 
in Wisconsin noted, "It is harder to 
change your Constitution than it is 
to change the Constitution of the 
United States." The comment is 
sadly quite accurate. 

Thus, the changes proposed 
by the Student Commission will 
streamline the Amendments 
process. At the same time it will 
ensure proper oversight by the 
student body, and unlock the 
handcuffs that have been holding 
your student government back 
from making many long overdue 
adjustments. These changes 
eliminate an antiquated and arduous 
process and allow for a necessary 
facelift to the Constitution and to 
the Student Commission. Together, 
we can discuss ways to build a better 

Student Commission. We can ask 
the big questions: How can Student 
Commission improve the process 
for setting Student Organization 
budgets while continuing to 
ensure equity and expediency? 
How can Student Commission 
improve continuity in membership 
while also guaranteeing proper 
electoral checks on power? What 
can Student Commission do to 
improve representation for the 
various pockets of our campus 
community? 

These questions will be best 
asked and answered if the new 
ArtIcle VIII passes a referendum, 
titled Proposal A, scheduled for 
Wednesday, February 4th. The new 
Article VIII will still keep the bar 
for passing Amendments high; 
any change will necessitate three
fourths of the Commission General 
Assembly voting in the affirmatlve, 
as well as require an open forum 
to inform the student body of said 
changes. The new Article VIII will 
put the Commission inline with the 
student governments of our sister 
institutions and allow for a real 
discussion to take place on how 
best to restructure the operations 
of this organization. Let's see this 
for no more than what it is; simply 
a few dedicated individuals trying 
to do right by the power you have 
vested in them, and find a better 
way for Student Commission to do 
business. 

Prior to the election, members 
of the "Yes on A" organization 
will be holding a series of town 
hall meetings on the proposed 
changes to explain our logic, 
answer any questions, and allay 
any fears you may have about these 
vitally necessary changes to our 
Constitution. 

The dates of these meetings are: 
Friday, January 30th at 4pm in Hicks 
Center Room III 

Monday, February 2nd at 4pm 
in Hicks Center Room III 

If you have an} questions in 
the mean time feel free to e-mail 
me at k05ptO 1. 
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MLK Event Unites Students, Faculty, and Greater Community 
Continued &om page 1 

The first sounds to fill the 
auditorium and silence the 
scattered conversations were 
voices on film singing "We Shall 
Overcome," followed by the 
famous "I Have a Dream" speech 

Cummings continued by noting 
that we have to evaluate how 
one's own privilege is shaped by 
the adversity of others. He then 
commentedontwomajorelements 
in civic service: social change and 
authentic relationships. While 

70 cameras were distributed. "It's 
a way of capturing our perception 
of the world," Elayna Snyder 
K'09 explained. Many members 
of the community were present 
to see their photographs on 
display. Professor Diane Seuss, 

by Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. As the film 
came to an end, Dr. 
James Bosco from 
Western Michigan 
University took 
the stage. Bosco 

"Smile at people. Be open to peo-
Writer in Residence at 
Kalamazoo College, 
gave an introduction 
to the night's third 
LAC, focused on 
Empower. The program 
continued with poetry 

pie. Keep your heart open and alive. 

Yet you can never learn unless your 

discussed what heart is open to it. " 
education means, 
where it needs to go, and what 
students can do. "What functions 
do our schools perform?" Bosco 
asked. He continued by noting 
that our schools are custodial, 
credential, and educational. "My 
concern is the extent to which 
schools are educational. 

Education is not congruent 
with schooling. A lot of what we 
get in schools is not functional in 
our lives," he continued. Bosco 
then discussed ways in which 
public school systems need to 
be reformed. "We need to start 
not with how we teach, but with 
what we teach," he noted. Bosco 
encouraged the integration of 
information technology into 
public school systems, noting 
that it shouldn't be a competition 
between schools and the 
Internet over the ownership of 
information. "My worry is that 
schools are becoming museums 
for a culture that doesn't exist," 
he added. Bosco concluded with 
a quote from Horace Mann: "Be 
ashamed to die before you have 
won some battle for humanity." 

The next keynote speaker, 
Dr. Kim Cummings, Professor 
Emeritus at Kalamazoo College, 
addressed the importance and 
imperfections of civic service. 
"Service to others is indeed good. 
But just how good?" Cummings 
asked. "Service learning 
often enforces an 'us' versus 
'them' philosophy," he added. 

discussing authentic relationships, 
Cummings referenced his well
known Building Blocks course. 
He noted the importance of 
building authentic relationships 
in establishing mutual respect 
between the students and the 
building blocks residents. 
Cummings drew his speech 
to a close by stating that "a 
commitment to social justice 
needs to be fundamental and 
lifelong." 

The next part of the 
symposium featured a Civic 
Service Panel with Kalamazoo 
College alumni representing 
Teach for America, Peace Corps, 
AmeriCorps, and Green Corps. 
The panelists spoke about why 
they chose to participate in their 
respective service organizations 
and what they took away from 
their civic-service experience, 
and offered advice for interested 
students. Each alumnus conveyed 
the importance of authentic 
relationships and how they added 
to their experience and made 
their work possible. After each 
panelist had an opportunity to 
speak, members of the audience 
were able to talk to the alumni 
individually in break -out groups 
while everyone ate dinner. 

After dinner, a slideshow 
of photography from members 
of Ministry with Community 
played. Over 50 community 
members participated and over 

performances by 
members of Heartbeat 

(a service learning program 
that promotes literacy and self
expression) and AMIGOS (a 
bilingual tutoring program). 
Several students from Kalamazoo 

Attendees Take in Original Art 

Central High School and 
Kalamazoo College performed 
poems of their own creation. 
The students took the stage with 
confidence and presented acts that 

were tough to follow. One young 
man from Kalamazoo Central 
received a standing ovation from 
some members of the audience 
for his gripping poem, "Where 
did the love go?" 

The final keynote speaker, 
Dr. Heather Neff, a distinguished 
professor at Eastern Michigan 
University, addresseJ the 
audience. Neff spoke about 
her personal experiences with 
prejudice, discrimination, and 
civic service. "I grew up not 
understanding that civic service 
was not something that you do, 
but something that you are," she 
said. She encouraged the audience 
to "make your civic engagement 
start within your own heart." She 
concluded by saying, "Smile at 

well attended by a mixed group 
of community members and 
students. "I think it's great that 
something this big is being put on 
by students who are interested
not just as a part of some bigger 
cause," said Leeor Schweitzer 
K'I1. "I really liked talking to 
the Peace Corps people," noted 
Cooper Wilson K' II. Senior Erin 
Mette commented, "I really liked 
Dr. Cumming's speech. It was 
really interesting having been 
a Building Blocks student and 
making a connection between 
my experience and the way he 
perceives things." She also noted 
that having alumni representatives 
from various service organizations 
was helpful and gave her a more 
realistic perspective toward some 

of the programs that 
she was interested 
in. In response to the 
poetry performances in 
the third LAC, Hannah 
Crossley K'll said, 
"So many people have 
so many talents that 
aren't presented to the 
campus community. 
That was great!" 

"I would consider 
this a success!" said 
Alyson Chun K'09 a 
Heartbeat mentor. Her 
sentiment appeared 
to be shared by many 
others in attendance. 
"It's amazing to see 
this many people here 
on a Saturday night!" 
exclaimed Neff. Indeed 
the MLK Symposium 
offered much more 
than three LAC credits; 
it provided a more 
in-depth look at civic 
service and helped 
the legacy of Martin 

Phoro/Cody Musselman L the King J Ii u r r. ve on. 
people. Be open to people. Keep "Life's most persistent and urgent 
your heart open and alive. You question is: What are you doing 
can never learn unless your heart for others?" said Kilburn, quoting 
is open to it." MLK Jr. "I don't think you can 

The three-LAC event was say it any better than that!" 
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Faculty Readings Fill Olmsted Room with Powerful Voices 
Continued from page 1 

even morbid, Seuss said "There 
was a lot of texture." Indeed, 
humorous repneves were 
laced between the audience's 
attentive silences and the 
powerful words echoing from 
the podium. 

Chair of the English 
Department Andy Mozina, 
winner of the 2008 Great 
Lakes College Association's 
New Writers Award for his 
collection of stories, "The 
Women Were Leaving the 
Men," read a creative piece, 
eliciting waves of laughter. 

From there, Smith returned 
to read a creative non-fiction 
story, titled "Tigris," in which 
she gives name to an unnamed 
Amencan solider, Spc. Todd 
Bates, a 20-year old from Ohio 
who was found floating in the 
Tigris river in 2003. 

The department members 

ri m 

complemented each other with 
grace; Glenn Deutsch began his 
reading with a disclaimer: "I'm 
not going to start where the 
story begins," which ultimately 
introduced Griffin's reading 
with an eerie foreshadowing. 

From her latest book, Griffin 
read tbe middle chapter, titled 
"This Endless Night," in which 
she captures the unfathomable 
events that transpired on K's 
campus less than a decade 
ago. For some in her midst, 
the story was fresh. For others, 
it refreshed memories of the 
night in DeWaters Hall when a 
student, Neenef Odah, shot and 
killed his ex-girlfriend, Maggie 
Wardle, before ultimately kilhng 
himself. 

In the excerpted chapter, 
Griffin presented the Dlght's 
tangible element: the !lmehne: 
and the intangible: the emotions. 

no 
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"Like everyone else, he reached 
into the realm of the known 
to make sense of the sound," 
Griffin wrote, grimly describing 
one student's explanation of the 
shotgun bangs. 

Following Griffin, Babli 
Sinha gave an academic 
multimedia presentation on 
the success of Bollywood, 
showing a clip from a film titled 
"Something is Happening," 
which she used as a springing 
board to discuss the importance 
of maintaining one's traditions, 
demonstrating cultural fluidity, 
and the value of not belonging. 

Dr. Conrad Hilberry, 
Emeritus Professor of English 
at K, and beloved founder of 
the creative writing program, 
read what he described as 
"a little batch of poems." A 
respite from some of the darker 
selections, Hilberry's first poem 

humorously depicted two women 
pilots in the cockpit, which they 
aptly suggest should be renamed 
"the womb," before going on 
to to compare their landing of 
the plane to "delivering" the 
passengers. 

Perhaps following the 
advice of 2008's Summer 
Common Reading author, Junot 
Diaz, Mann Heinritz read a 
piece in 2nd person excerpted 
from her memoir, "Cancerland." 
When she walked up to the 
podium, the chapter, she said, 
titled "Out of Body," was "fresh 
off the presses." 

In the piece, Heinritz 
returns to the cancer wing of 
hospital and the very room 
where she received her first 
chemotherapy treatment as a 
17-year-old patient. "You go 
back to remember," she said. 
"It's the least you can do." 

Relationships between 
professors and the audience 
were born from the sharing of 
such intimate subject matter, as 
Bruce Mills followed, reading 
from a book he wrote, "An 
Archaeology of Yearning," 
about hiS son Jacob's autism. 

After the reading, faculty 
members congregated in the 
front of Olmsted, answering 
students' questions, and 
exchanging praise. Nearing 
the middle of winter quarter, 
a busy time for students and 
faculty alike, Dean Westfall 
appreciated the department's 
commitment. "It was very 
generous of them," she said. 

"We have all these 
talented people in our midst," 
said Dean Westfall. "But we 
don't always get to see them 
doing their things. They're 
really in their element." 

LEED Certification Complete! 
By COLLEEN LAWRENCE 
Features Editor 

The Weimer K. Hicks 
Student Center is finally, 
after many delays, officially 
Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) 
certified. 

taking longer due to unforseen 
delays, Paul Manstrom, head of 
Facilities Management, said. 

"It's really a recognition 
of the school's commitment to 
sustainability; we're willing to 
walk the walk," said Manstrom. 

when" it seemed that it would 
become not a major theme of 
the renovation, but almost an 
afterthought," Cook joined 
with members of Envorg and 
the Sustainability house to opt 
for LEED certification in order 

According to 
the The U.S. Green "It's really a recognition of the 
Building Council 
(USGBC), "LEED school is commitment to sustainabil
certification is a 

to see their goal 
through. 

Hicks Center 
is the first building 
in SW Michigan 
to be LEED way of providing ity, we're willing to walk the walk." 

independent, 
third-party verification that 
a building project meets the 
highest green building and 
performance measures." 

Construction concluded 
in the fall , and from there, the 
nine to ten week evaluation 
process began. It ended up 

the idea of LEED 
certification for the renovation 
of ijicks Center was born by 
the class of 2006. Tyson Cook, 
K'06, was one of the forerunners 
in the effort. He originally 
pushed for an environmentally 
responsible Hicks Center, but 

certified. Manstrom 
praised the sustainability of 
the building and spoke to 
the promotion of recycled 
materials in the process. The 
school plans to post the newly 
received certificates in the 
glass panels on the Richardson 
Room balcony. 
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Alternative Vehicles Only 
Continued from page 1 

in not applying the College's 
Energy Star purchasing policy to 
students. However, it's my opinion 
that the reserved parking spaces 
are more of an inconvenience 
than economic discrimination and 
that inconvenience is rather slight 
compared to the sacrifices that 
may be necessary in the future to 
mitigate climate change." 

He added, "The argument 
you are making at this early stage 
will be the focus of many debates 
in the future about whether the 
economically disadvantaged are 

being unfairly burdened by these 
sacrifices. " 

Ultimately, the success of 
alternative fuel vehicle parking 
or parking based incentives, such 
as those in Salt Lake City that 
provide free-metered spaces to 
Alternative Fuel vehicles, remains 
unclear. The debate will continue 
in the future about whether the 
spots actually have positive 
effects, whether they encourage 
people to buy alternative fuel 
vehicles, and whether or not they 
are more of a nuisance than an 
environmental benefit. Un-Alternative Car Slapped with Ticket Phoco/Katie Stell 

2009-10 Applicatio;n Numbers Decrease 
By ALLISON LAROSE 
News Editor . 

On January 15, President 
Wilson-Oyelaran's staff held 
an informational meeting for 
students regarding Kalamazoo 
College's plans to deal with the 
current economic crisis. This 
meeting rernforced talk that the 
college is being hit hard by the 
recession and has some very 
tough choices to make now and 
m the future. 

Not everything is certain m 
the college's financial equation. 
A big piece of the puzzle IS the 
number of students who attend K. 
Because no one can predict what 
enrollment numbers Wlli be for 
the 2009-20 I 0 school year, we 
call only look at the number of 
applications this year to make an 
estimation. 

As of Friday, January 16, 
applications for admission were 
down 13 percent from last year. 
This number may appear startling 
at first, but it must be taken 
lightly. In 2008, the number of 
applicattons increased 10 percent 
from 2007 Further, in 2007 the 
number of applications mcreased 
17 percent from 2006. 

Eric Staab, the Dean of 

Admissions, said, "Right now we 
are on par with the application 
nunlbers of 2007. I'm not terribly 
worried about the decrease in 
applIcations at this point." 

There is still cause for 
concern, however, as K has seen 
some unusual and unexplained 
patterns in its applications. For 
example, the number of white 
women in Michigan who applIed 
decreased significantly from last 
year. Like hundreds of other four
year institutions across the country, 
the Office of Admissions saw an 
increase of 16 percent in its early
deciSIon applicants. 

At this point, the reasons for 
these trends are unknown, but 
another trend illustrates clearly 
the tmpact of this recession on an 
already flailing Michigan economy. 
The number of Michigan applicants 
is down by a startling 20 percent 
in comparison to out-of-state 
applicants, which have decreased 
by less than one percent. 

The regular application 
deadlme is February I, so the 
Office of AdmissIOns will have 
a clearer picture of application 
numbers at the end of that week. 
Even then, however, the college 
won't know how many studenl~ 

are enrollmg or what the budget 
for next year will be. 

In the midst of an uncertain 
and unstable economic chmate 
not only the incoming students, 
but also current students, Wlll be 
affected. 

Sarah Westfall, the Vice 
President for Student Development 
and Dean of Students, said that 
faculty and staff are anticipating 
changing financial situations for 
students, such as parent job-loss. 
Students are encouraged to visit 
the Financial Aid Office if they 
find themselves facing financial 
difficulties. 

The good news for students 
is that enrollment will not affect 
financial aid. "We are committed 
to making sure that people who are 
eligible for financial aid continue 
to get it," said Westfall. 

Unfortunately, however, 
enrollment affects most areas of the 
school budget, and even a decrease 
of 30 or 40 students could call 
for sigruficant cuts in everythmg 
from programs to staff and faculty 
posittons. 

So, tor how long will 
the econolfUC crisis affect K's 
applicatIon rates? "Unless the stock 
market has a miraculous comeback 

m the next six months, experts 
are predictmg it will be a couple 
of years before we are out of this 
recession," said Westfall. "And 
the perception of the economy 
mfluences student and parent 
decision-making. " 

In the meantime, the Office 
of AdmissIOns doesn't have any 
special plans to recruit students. 
"We're constantly re-thinking 
how we promote the institution, 
but that has nothmg to do with 
application numbers," said Staab. 
In fact, the people who have the 
most influence on prospective 
students are current students 
who give tours and give them a 
negative or positive perspective 
of K College. Staab said, "We 
have to put greater emphasis on 
yielding applicants to get them to 
come." 

Regardless of hard numbers 
and predictions, the future of 
K's enrolment is uncertaIn and 
fragile. The Office of Admissions. 
the Office of Financial Aid, and 
students can do a lot as far as 
recruIting students goes. The 
ultimate decision, however, is up 
to Individuals and their fami lies 
who have to take the financial 
climate very seriously. 
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Jam a Jam: 
By AMANDA GEER 
Staff Writer 

Last Friday, the staff of 
the Counseling Center spoke at 
JAMA concerning a topic that 
affects many during the cold, 
bleak winter months - Seasonal 
Affect Disorder (SAD). SAD 
is a type of "depression that 
occurs during winter months and 
subsides in spring." In between 
the general gloom of the winter 
blues and the hopelessness 
of severe depression, those 
suffering from SAD usuaJIy find 
themselves sleeping much more 
than usual, being lethargic and 
lacking energy, having the blues, 
and craving more carbohydrates 
than is normal. 

Thought to be an imbalance 
in the brain's levels of serotonin, 
light therapy is often the treatment 
of choice; the individual sits in 
front of special lights for 20-30 
minutes every day for a week 
in order to simulate the effects 
of sunshine. These lights can be 
found on the K-College Campus 
in the Counseling Center, Health 
Center, and in the Chapel. If light 
therapy is ineffective, cognitive 
therapy might be implemented. 

Dr. Alan Hill gave some 
examples of types of advice 
one might receive, including 
changing your thoughts to avoid 
self-blame, trying to find a reason 
for the situation, and to let go of 
that perfectionist tendencies that 
K College students tend to have. 
The JAMA concluded with a 
session in Sunlight Meditation 
and a goodwill blessing by 
Chaplain Liz Candido. 

The lAMA was bookended 
by two wonderfuJ piano 
perfOffilances by Selin Oner 
K'II. 

For more information 
about Seasonal Affect Disorder, 
the Counseling Center has two 
books,"Feeling Good" and 
"WlDter Blues," on reserve in the 
library. 
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Potential Changes in Calendar 
By KAITLYN WALTER 
Staff Writer 

The first forum concerning the proposed 
new academic calendar for Ka1amazoo College 
was held Thwsday ofThiId Week, providing 
students the opportunity to contnbute their 
thoughts and opinions on the subject Eight 
students attended, including four senim who 
would not be affected by of the changes made. 

Thwsday's meeting was the second in 
two weeks that encouraged student attendance 
in orderto educate them about college changes. 
The first meeting focused on the financial 
aspects of the college and garnered seven 
people, most of whom. again. were senim. 

This was the first forum in which students 
were able to voice their concerns, one can only 
hope that students realize the need to attend 
similar events in the future. It is imperative 
that well-informed students attend meetings 
and propose the changes that they feel will be 
most advantageous from a current student's 
perspective. 

Here are the proposed changes that 
would be put into effect m 2010 If approved by 
President Eileen WIlson-Oyelaran: 

School will begin the second week of 
September (two weeks earlier than it does 
now) 

- A week-long Thanksgiving break will 
take place after Fall quarter 

-Wmter classes would begin immediately 
after ThanksgIVing break and would nm for 
three or three and a half weeks, before breaking 
for a two-week holiday vacation 

- Classes would resume during 4'" week 
ofWmter quarter 

- WInter quarter will be followed by a 
two-week spring break 

- Day of Gracious Livmg will be 
scheduled to take place Friday of 5'" week in 
spring, rather than remaming a swprise 

- School will end in the last week of May, 
which means that K would end two weeks 
earlier than it does currently 

- A goal is to have Commencement m 
May. However, every seven years it would 
take place on Jtme 1", 

By implementing this particular plan. the 
taskforceseekstocreate"aschedulethatwould 
balance the advantages and disadvantages 
of the current calendar," said Zaide Pixley, a 
member of the task force. There are many pros 
and cons to this proposed schedule. As Dr. Bob 
Batsell, another member of the Task Force, 

said, 'There is noperfect calendar. It's all about 
balancing the two sides." 

The first thing the professors and staff 
involved did was rule out the different calendars 
that would not work fur K: the semester 
system. the block system, and a 4-1-4 schedule 
(four months, one month, four months) with an 
optional June term. 

WIth the new calendar, K 's y~y start 
and end dates would line up with those of other 
colleges, which would be very advantageous 
for athletes and RAs, who amve a month 
before and leave weeks after other students. 
The current calendar doesn't make it easy for 
them to acquire employment or internshIps. 

Students who attended the meeting raised 
several concerns. One sophomore mentioned 
the difficulties that would be created by the 
short breaks. WIth K's widespread student 
body, it would be very expemive for students 
to go horne twice; if fuced with this situation, 
the speaker pointed out, he would not be able 
to go horne for both of the holidays. 

Many students argued in wor of the 
current, month-long December break, citing its 
many advantages: seniors have time to work on 
their SIPs or fill out grad school applications. 
sophomores use the weeks to complete their 
lengthy study abroad forms, and many students 
find jobs fur the month. K students have the 
UllIque ability to find coveted winter jobs when 
many other colleges are still in session, but it 
would be impossible to obtain a winter job for 
just two weeks. Many of these activities would 
become much more stressful with a condensed 
winter holiday. 

Anotherstudentraised concerns regarding 
the domestic programs (such as Philadelphia 
and New York) and the fact that attending 
students would have to wait until Spring 
Quarter to return to K instead ofWInter Quarter 
due to the earlier start date of Wmter Quarter. 
This would result in many students being 
forced to stay horne for several months, while 
on the current calendar they are able to return 
for winter quarter. 

Generally, it seemed that for every 
advantage there was a disadvantage. One 
student said that K would be better off gOing 
back to the year round calendar. 

The task force is still trying to figure out 
a way to get students involved and informed. 
If you would like to include your voice in the 
debate, the calendar and report can be found at 
ht1p:J/wwwkzoo.edulstudev. 
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Student Activites Line-up 
By AMANDA GEER 
Staff Writer 

Hey Zoo, your Student Activities 
Committee (SAC) has some fun things 
planned for this upcoming weekend! 

SAC will be hosting a showing of a 
student-selected movie at their weekly 
"Friday Nite Flicks" event. This week 
they'll be showing "W," starring Josh 
Brolin ("Milk," "American Gangster"). 
It's an autobiographical film about former 
President George W. Bush that takes an 
in-depth look at the man who many love 
to hate and few hate to love. Movies show 
every Friday in Dewing 103. Doors open 
at 9, show time is at 9:30, and concessions 
are only a dollar. 

Every Saturday night, SAC hosts 
"Late Nite in the Zoo" from 9 P.M. to 1 
A.M. in the Hicks Center. With something 
new every week, Saturday night can never 
be dull. This week, Residential Life and 
DeWaters Hall have teamed up to bring 
the good old fashioned carnival back with 
Cirq de Carnival. There will be all the old 
fashioned carnival games you loved when 
you were a kid, plus a special appearance 
from Cirque de K! As per usual, both 
events are free with a Kalamazoo College 
student ill. 

Monte Carlo, one of the most 

Thursday, Jonuory 29 
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anticipated events of the year, will be held 
Saturday of Fifth Week (February 7th) in 
the Hicks Center at 8 P.M. This year's 
theme is Shanghai Grande. For those not 
in the know, Monte Carlo is an all-night 
casino event in which students gamble 
for ''Monte Carlo money" which can be 
redeemed in the "Millionaire Shop" for 
such donated prizes as cameras and gift 
certificates! As for attire, this event is 
formal. Although not required, it is typical 
for women to wear evening or cocktail 
dresses and men to wear slacks and jackets 
or tuxes. Be there or miss out on one of 
K's most infamous traditions! 

If you have any questions about the 
movies or events SAC puts on, feel free 
to stop by and poke your head into one 
of their open meetings on Wednesdays at 
8 P.M. in room 111 of the Hicks Center. 
SAC is always looking for new members, 
fresh ideas, and constructive advice. 
Feedback and suggestions are encouraged, 
and can be directed to Kate Leishman at 
leishman@kzoo.edu or Danielle Miller 
(k05dm03). 

To keep up to date on all of SAC's 
happenings, be sure to check out their 
Facebook group, "Student Activities 
at K College," as well as Campus 
Announcements and advertisements. 
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Counseling Corner: Breaking Up Is Hard to Do 
By GINA MEYER 
Counseling Center Intern 

Breaking up can be one of the 
most stressful and heartbreaking 
events experienced during the 
college years. Because many 
young adults develop their first 
serious romantic relationships in 
college, breaking 
up is naturally 
difficult, but is even 
more compounded 
by being far away 
from family and 
lifelong friends. 
Whatever the 

someone else, talk to a trusted adult 
immediately. Here are a few other 
suggestions for surviving a break
up: 

Get out and about! Spend time 
with friends, go to the movies, or go 
out to eat. 

Exercise---get those endorphins 

with comfort, perspective, and 
wisdom. 

Get in touch with your 
spiritual side; pray, meditate, 
spend time outside, play with pets, 
read inspirational stories, or listen 
to meaningful music. 

Write a letter to your ex
partner and 
express all of 
your thoughts and 
emotions. ButDO 
NOTsendit-this 
is just an exercise 
to facilitate 
emotional 
expression. 

Rea c h 
out and help 
others through 
community 
service or 
volunteer work. 
Helping others 
makes us feel 
good! 

As Albert 

reason for the 
break -up, each 
individual will need 
to grieve the loss of 
his/her partner, the 
relationship, future 
hopes and dreams, 
and the part of 
his/her identity 
associated with the 
ex-partner. If you 
are feeling strong 
emotions after a A Couple Before the Break Up 

Ellis said, "It is 
Photo/Colleen Lawrence not things that 

break-up, then you are grieving in 
a normal and healthy way! 

However, if your emotions 
become so intense that ou are 
thinking about hurting yo elf or 

and other feel-good chemicals 
pumping! Exercise can be one of the 
best treatments for depression. 

Talk to a trusted adult, peer, 
or counselor who can provide you 

disttut us; it is our view of things 
that disturb us." We are in control 
of our thoughts. A break-up may 
seem like the end of the world, but 
it certainly is not. 

When Walls Have Ears 
CO/Yf,P;/ed by Mary B. Corcoran 

Gendering 
NASA? 

Guy 10 Girl: 
NASA has been 
immasculated. 
Girl nods. 

Overheard by 
POPPiNSal 
Biggby's. 

Political 
Correctness 

Reigns 

Boy A: You can 
sit Indian-style 
on the floor if 
you want. 
Boy B: You mean 
Native American style, right? 

Overheard by Anonymous in 
Hicks Cenler. 

Brotherly Love 

Guy 10 Sisler: Okay Emo-Mc
Sad-Pants. 

Overheard by Owl on Academy 

Monday Night Madness 

Guy puzzled, lookingfor 
/rays: ... is it Tuesday? 
Girl: No. 
Guy, visibly relieved: Oh good. 
I was trying to remember what 
happened yesterday. 

Overheard by Frogger by the 
Cafeteria. 
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T'H~ S~X Fll~S: Coming Out with Help from Kaleidoscope 
By MAE NEWNUM 
Staff Writer 

I am definitely gay. The 
thing is, my parents don't 
exactly agree with this type of 
"choice." I want to come out 
to them, but I don't want them 
to be angry with me. What 
can I do? 

-Not into Girls and Scared, 
Male, 20 

Tough situation. The best 
advice I can give you is talk to 
well-qualified people, but, then 

again, I wouldn't be writing a 
decent sex column that way, so 
I got some good advice from 
Clif Ballard, one of the senior 
leaders of Kaleidoscope, the on
campus organization deVOted 
to lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and trans gender students at 
Kalamazoo College. 

"Remember that coming 
out is a process, not a on~
time event, and that it may 
take years for parents to be 
okay with it. I don 't say this to 
discourage people from coming 

out but instead to prepare 
them," Ballard said in an 
e-mail. "If your parents don 't 
react favorably when you first 
tell them, don't give them up as 
a lost cause. (Think about how 
long it took you to come out to 
yourself.) And know that, as 
hard as it might be, you will 
appreciate coming out to your 
parents yourself rather than 
through a 3rd party." 

Ballard also stressed 
the importance of coming 
out because you want to, 

not because your friends or 
someone else is pressuring you. 
It is your decision and should 
be done in your time and way. 

If that's not enough advice 
for you, I fully recommend 
talking to the members of 
Kaleidoscope. They meet in 
Hicks 110 at 7:00 P.M. on 
Wednesdays. The people at the 
Counseling Center are another 
great option, as are RAs. This 
is a big decision that will 
greatly influence your life, so 
try talking to someone who will 

understand and will be able to 
help you. There are plenty of 
options on campus. 

• • • 
We need questions about sex 
a~d relationships from you! 
Send any and every question 
you have about love lives to 
either sexfLIesIOI@gmail.com 
or campus box 730. Please 
include your age, gender, 
and orientation (if necessary) 
with every question. 

... 
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THIS WEEK IN SPORTS 
Swimming & Diving 

By ELLEN JILEK 
Staff Writer 

The Kalamazoo men's and women's 
swimming and diving teams defeated the 
Alma Scots by a wide in a dual meet at home 
Saturday. 

"We are in a great place right now as we 
head into the conference meet in four weeks. 
The teams are swimming faster than they ever 
have in the season," said head coach Kathy 
Milliken. 

The men's team (4-1 overa1l, 2-1 MlAA) 
won 156-89, while the Lady Hornets (2-3 
overall, 2-1 MlAA) had a 151-88 victory. This 
event was both teams' last home meet and the 
seniors' last. 

"It was nice to see a lot ofthern come out 
with wins in front of their family, fiiends, and 
teammates," said Milliken. So many came out 

in support of this that the stands were so full it 
was difficult to find a seat in K's natatorium. 

Among the highlights of the meet were 
men's and women's wins in 200-yard medley 
relay, the 500-yard freestyle, and the 200-yard 
backstroke. Sophomores Steve Brower and 
Craig Fleming swam well for the men, both 
participating in the 200-yard medley and 
winning their respective events, the 500-yard 
freestyle and the 50-yard freestyle. 

For the women, Erin Campbell K' 12 won 
the 1M diving event with 257.25 points, and 
senior Katie Stefl swam impressively, winning 
both the lOO-yard breaststroke and lOO-yard 
butterfly. 

"It was a good meet overall," said 
Milliken. The men's team faces off against 
Wabash and the women's team will compete 
with Saint Mary's January 30m in South Bend, 
Indiana. 

Hornet of the Week 

Courtesy ofJcssica Maas 

Compiled by Jessica Maas 

Name: Katie Grue 

Year: Freshmen 

Sport: Swimming 

Events: Fly & Freestyle 

Coach: Kathy Milliken (61b season) 

Last Week: Grue took first place in 
both the 200 freestyle (2:01.46) and 
200 backstroke (2: 18.61) to help the 
women's team beat Alma 15 I -88 on 
Saturday, January 24. 

Teammate Emily Richardsoll
Rossbach K'09 said: "It's great 
seeing someone as a first-year so 
passionate about the sport and it's 
exciting to think about everything 
she'll be able to accomplish over the 
next few years. She's so amazing 
now, but I can't walt to see what she 
does in the next three years. 

Men's Basketball 

By JESSICA MAAS 
Sports Editor 

The men's basketball team (5-11, 
1-5 MIAA) lost a close 74-69 decision 
to Trine (5-12, 1-5 MIAA) on Saturday, 
January 24. 

Kalamazoo led for the entire [lIst 
half and by as much as 13 with 3:59 left 
until the break. They took a 37-29 lead 
into halftime. 

In the second half, the Hornets 
maintained a decent lead until Trine cut 
the difference to five with 9: 16 left to 
play. The Thunder tied the score 56-56 
at the 7:42 mark and took a 59-56 lead 
39 seconds later. Baskets were traded in 
the next few minutes and the score was 

tied again 61-61 when Ben Jerome K'09 
made his first of two free throws and 
Alex Lapka K'II rebounded the missed 
second free throw and laid it in. Trine 
took the lead for good less than a minute 
later. 

Jerome led the Hornets with 15 
points and seven assists. Nate Orozco 
K'09 chipped in 13 points, and Verelle 
Kirwood K'IO and Joe Prepolec K'12 
each added 12 points. 

Kalamazoo only gave up eight 
turnovers to Trine's fifteen. The two 
teams tied for rebounds, each grabbing 
36. 

The Hornets will next be in action 
on Saturday when they tip-off at Alma 
at 3 p.m. 

Coach Passage with His Team During a Timeout Courtesy ofJessica Maas 

Week 3 Sports Results 
1/21 
Men's Basketball: Albion 64, 
Kalamazoo 32 
Women's Basketball: Saint Mary's 81, 
Kalamazoo 63 

1124 
Men's Basketball: Trine 74, 

Kalamazoo 69 
Women's Basketball: Calvin 66, 
Kalamazoo 40 
Men's Swimming: Kalamazoo 156, 
Alma 89 
Women's Swimming: Kalamazoo 151, 
Alma 88 
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Twitter. com 
What the ... ? 

By ALLISON LAROSE 
News Editor 

Fi!1)t it was MySpace, now it's 
Facebook. So, what's next on the list 
for social networking? According to 
some, it's already here. And its name 
is Twitter. 

Twitter diffe!1) from mainstream 
networking sites like Facebook or 
MySpace in (hat it's a micro-blog, 
a form of multimedia blogging 
that allows use!1) to send brief text 
updates (usually 140 characte!1) or 
fewer) or micromedia such as photos 
or audio clips, which are accessible 
fo other subscribe!1) of the service. In 
MySpace and Facebook language, 
status updates. 

There are now hundreds of 
micro-blogging sights like Twitter, 
which was launched In July 2006 
and won the Web Award in the 
blog category at the 2007 South by 
Southwest Conference in Austin, 
Texas. 

Currently there are more than 
five million individuaJs, bands, 

Continued on page 6 

Alumni Gatherings Carry Out "4 and Forever" 
By COLLEEN LAWRENCE 
Fearures Editor 

Unbeknownst to many 
Kalamazoo College students, events 
are held multiple times a year all 
across the country for K alumni 
and friends of the college. The most 
recent gatbering was held in Seattle, 
Washington, on Jan. 22 at a sake bar 
of Johnnie Stroud K '87. 

The Seattle gathering was born 
out of a conference that several K 
faculty members attended. Joan 
Hawxhurst, Guilds Coordinator, was 
among the group that traveled to the 
West Coast to speak on a panel about 

tbe guilds. 
"Taking that many people to 

Seattle, it would be a shame to not 
try to connect with people who care 
about K College," said Hawxhurst. 
"We went into this not really realizing 
it'd be such a great, lively, big group 
of people who would respond." 

One of the main attractions 
of the evening was meeting K's 
new provost, Mickey McDonald. 
The event also included briefings 
on several K programs, including 
Stryker Institute for Service-

Continued on page 4 Alumni Gathering Photo/ Joan Hawxhurst 

Graffiti Marrs Walls of Dewing, Vandals UnknOWll 
By ALLISON LAROSE 
News Editor 

As they made their way to and 
from the library and their donns on 
Sunday, february I. ~1udenl' may 
have noticed something different 
about Dcwtng Hall. On the east side 
of the building. near Red Square, 
illegible words, accomp;micd by 
some srnaJl drawings, were written 
multiple times. 

At this point no one is sure when 
or by whom this graffiti wa, spray
painted onto Dcwtng. It wa. noticed 
early on February I and caJled in to 
Security, who then alerted Facilities 
Management to have it removed. 

Tim Young. the Director 
of Security. said that most likcly 
neighborhood lads are responsiblc 

Continued on page 5 

Drilling for Oil in the Great Lakes 
By CODY MUSSELMAN 
StaffWriter 

Last Tuesday, the Kalamazoo 
College Republicans hosted Russ 
Harding from the Mackinac Center for 
Public Policy to speak about drilling for 
oil in the Great Lakes. The event had a 
diaJogue format that allowed audience 
mem~ to ask questions throughout the 
presentation. Harding began by speaking 
about energy independence, and debated 
the legitimacy of ..... so-called global 
wanning." 

"I am a globaJ warming skeptic. 
Some people call me a denier," said 
Harding. "In fact, the earth hasn't 
warmed within the last seven or eight 
years," be continued. Harding stated that 
he wasn't trying to convince the audience 
of anything, but he urged them to think 
critically about global warming and the 
science behind it "I suspect that we 
have a long way to go in unde!1)tanding 
climate," Harding said. 

Continued on page 5 
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"'arne 
Anne 
Renaud 

Home/own: 
Chicago, 
Illinois 

Year: 
Sen ior 

Major: 
HDSR 

How long does it take you to get ready to 
go ow? I don't want to talk about it! (I get 
distracted easily). 

What s your favorite ,>pe a/pizza? 
Broccoli cheddar ranch pizza; not the crust. 

Please name your famrite sitcom and tell 
why)'ou love it so much: "Full House," 
mainly because I used to think I was 
Michelle. 

Who was your favorite cartooll character 
as a child? Snufllcupagus from "Sesame 
Street." 

JfYOII were ever threatened, wOllld your 
flight or your fight instinct kick ill? Fight
I'm too slow to flee. 

Do yolt plan all taking any gym classes 
nert quarter? Beach Body Boot Camp and 
Racquetball. 

What did your parents hassle you most 
anolltthroughout your middle school and 
high school years? Nothing, I was perfect. 

What do )'ou want to learn how to do? 
Drive a stick and be on time. 

Do YOIl have any .<uperstitiollS? I always 
touch tlle outside of a plane on tbe way in. 

S'mores, elephant ears, or chocolate ice 
cream, and why? Chocolate ice cream 
because it's cold, refreshing, and a clasSIC. 

Do you doodle? What do you usuallv 
doodle? I constantly doodle my name and 
cartoon animals. I also draw names of my 
future children and tnppy patterns. 

- Lyndsay Nuyen K'I2 
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When Walls Have Ears 
COfrl?iled by Mary B. Corcoran 

Lethal Combinations 

Girl A: I fail at love. If I were a major 
in love I would get an F. 
Girl B: That should be like, a 
Kalamazoo College bumper sticker. 

Overheard by ArtMonster in 
Biggby's. 

I've Heard of Being Post
Conservative ... 

Mother: I like to think of myself as 
post-liberal. 
Daughter: Congratulations. That is 
the dumbest thing you've ever said. 

Overheard by Owl in the library. 

Study Abroad, Anyone? 

Guyon cell phone: I'm one 
bad night away from making a 
cardboard cutout to chill with until 
you come back. 

Overheard by Frogger in The 
Grove. 

Hungry for Background 

Girl on cell phone: It's been ages. 
Have you been able to avoid make
out boy? 

Overheard by Anonymous in 
De Waters. 

Photo of'the weeK 

Photo/ Aaron Aupperlee K'06 

Gigantic idck outside ofhume in downtown Kalamazoo. 

Submit your photos ror Photo of the Week to index@kzoo.edu. 
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Global Warming Raises Questions of Consumerism and Waste 
By ALLISON LAROSE 
News Writer 

As 2009 begins, America faces 
many challenges. Between a filiIing 
economy, two ~ a health carecrisis, 
and skyrocketing unemployment 
rates, it's enougb to make anyone's 
head spin. So what issue am I most 

worried about? 
Global warming. 
That's rigbt Now you're rolling 

your eyes because you can't believe 
you're reading something written 
by one of those liberal, tree-hugging 
hippies. Besides, global wanning, 
even ifit is occwring, couldn't possibly 
affect you in your lifetime. 

Or maybe it could 
Over winter break, I had the good 

fortune of reading Tun Flannery's 
'The Weather Makers." According 
to the book, the fir.;t thing we have 
to understand is that global warming 
is a real threat Humans have already 
witnessed many of its repercussions: 
unprecedented drought, melting 
glaci~ more frequent and severe 
weather events, and the extinction of 
tens of thousands of species over just 
the last few decades. 

Scientists are now certain that 
humans have caused an increase in 
the average global temperature by 
about 1 degree Fahrenheit, the book 
stated This may not seem like much, 
but given bow quickly humans were 
able to affect that change in the global 
thennostat, it is very allmning indeed 

percent fiom our 1990 levels. 
Now you are probably thinking 

that this ~ a much too datmting task 
or that it would be impossible to 
implement such change globally. Of 
cowse, it won't lie easy, but there 
are two decisions you personally can 
make rigbt now to ensw-e a more 
sustainable future for humans, our 
planet and other species. 

First, you can make sma1I changes 
in your daily life. By fur, the easiest 
thing you can do to combat climate 
change is reduce your consumption. 
Startaskingyourselfifyou really need 
a product before you buy it It takes 
a significant amount of energy to 
produce a product and then transport 
it to a store. And in a counlly where 
99 percent of the items we buy are in 
the trash six months later,just imagine 
what an impact we could have if we 
only bougbt what we really needed. 

Of course, there are some items 
that every person must buy. And when 
we go to pick out these products, we 
should pay special attention to wbo 
makes them. Green companies such 
as Method, Seventh Ga1eration, 
and Tom's of Maine now produce 
most cleaning and personal bygiene 
pmducts. Such pmducts were once 
only found atstores like Whole Foods, 
but you can now find them at places 
like Target 

This year I began buying as many 
green products as I could: everything 
from toothpaste and deodorant to 

and 17,000 pounds of chlorinated 
pollution. So just imagine how much 
we could save if every box of tissue 
bougbt in the United States was 100 
percent recycled and chlorine-free. We 
could save millions of trees, millions 
of gallons of water, and bundreds 
of thousands of pounds of climate
altering fossil fuel emissions just by 
changing the kind of tissue we buy. 

There are two questions that 
consumers always raise about green 
products. Are they as effective as their 
regular counterparts, and are they 
mucl1 more expensive? 

( always find it quite strange 
when people question the quality of 
green products. I have found that all 
of them work the same or even better 
than their competitors. In filet, the only 
difference you'll really notice when 
it comes to personal hygiene and 
cleaning products is that they smell 
cleaner and fresher. This is because 
they contain few or no harrnfuI 
chemicals, which is better not only for 
dJe planet but for you as well. 

There also seem to be myths 
about the prices of green products. 
GeoeraUy their prices are the same 
as their competitors. In some cases I 
have even found green pmducts that 
are cheaper than those that are not 
The only company 1 have found to 
be significantly more expensive is 
Method, which pmduces a line of 
household cleaning products. TIll; 
reality is that even if green products 

If people do 
not change their 
ways, the world 
can expect an 
increase in the 

There are two questions that consumers 

always raise about green products. Are 

average global they as effective as their regular counter-

are sligbtIy more 
expensive, wouldn't 
you rather spend 
your money on an 
environmentallysafe 
product and a green 
company rather than 
a toxic product and 
an environmentally 

temperature of 
at least 5 degrees parts, and are they much more expensive? 
Fahrenheit during 
tlJe 2 I 51 century, according to the 
book. In filet, if humans continue to 
COIlSUIlJe fossil fuels at dJeir current 
rate, we can expect to see significant 
damage to ecosystems worldwide. 

The only way we can avoid such 
catastrophe and stabilize dJe cartll'S 

climate by 2050 is if we reduce our 
carbon dioxide emissions by 70 

hand soap and paper towels. Looking 
at tlJe bottom of my box of 100 
percent recycled chlorine-free Seventh 
Generation facial tissues, (learn that if 
every household in the United States 
replaced just one box of eigbty-five 
sheet virgin fiber tissues with a box 
like this one, we could save 283,000 
trees, 102 million gallons of water, 

irresponsible company? 
Regulating your spending is 

a great way to start reducing your 
carbon dioxide emissions, but in order 
to reach the goal of a 70 percent cut; 
some bigger changes have to take 
place. This means consideringa hybrid 
car and alternative energy sources for 
your home or apartment Of cowse, 

something like 
a bybrid car 
would require 
a ~ significant 
amount of money 
which for many 
is not feasible at 
the moment But 
even changing 
your standard light 
bulb to a compact 
fluorescent one 
would make a big 
difference (it uses 
75 percent less 
energy and 1asts 
ten tinJes longer). 

The time to 
act is now. Without 
another critical 
step, individuals 
can only have 
so much of an 
impact For a long 
time I've been 
doing as much as 
I can to reduce my 
carbon footprint, Flannery's Acclaimed Book Counesy of amazon.com 
but it always felt 
like ( wasn't doing enough. Finally I 
realized that the problem wasn't me-
it's our government The American 
government continues to drag its feet 
on issues of the environment and 
unless AnJericans start demanding 
changes, it is unlikely that anything 
will happen in the near future. 

For decades DOW, politicians 
have been eating out of the hands 
of big corporate businesses. These, 
of cowse, include the big oil, gas 
and coal companies. It is DO surprise 
tlJen that when our government had 
the opportunity to pledge to cut its 
counlly's carbon dioxide emissions, it 
didn't take it 

The government did this despite 
the fact that renewable energy 
technologies were improving. And 
the government continues to choose 
inaction even as half of its citizens say 
they would like to have their bomes 
and cars nul on renewable energy. 

Fortunately, Americans can 
make the decision to change this. 
We can start by voting for politicians 

who have a strong commitment to 
protecting the environment and who 
will enact real policies for real change. 
We also make an impact when we buy 
environmentally friendly products 
and cars by telling the government 
that we DO longer approve of products 
and companies that pollute the 
environment 

One thing about the government 
is certain though: this is one crisis 
where we need its involvement and 
guidance and standards. There needs 
to be cooperation on an individual, 
local, regional, and national basis 
if the United States hopes to make 
significant cuts in its carbon dioxide 
emissions. 

Global warming may soon 
become dJe number one crisis for not 
just our nation, but for nations all over 
the world So will we continue with 
our lives as usual, or will we begin to 
make a concerted effort to stabilize dJe 
climate and ensw-e a brigbter future? 

The choice IS up to each and 
every OIJe of lIS. 
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Seniors Confront Jobless Future 
By MAE NEWNUM 
Staff Writer 

At 10.6%, Michigan has the highest 
unemployment rate in the nation, the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics announced on 
Tuesday, January 27"'. 

"I'm not that surprised, but it's 
horrific," Amber Cussen K'09, a 
Biology and Chemistry major, said about 
Michigan's high rate. 

With graduation coming soon, Cussen 
is beginning to look for opportunities 
after college, hoping for something In 

her major, but the amount of choices are 
gettmg smaller. 'There were some jobs 
I was looking at; lab stuff," Cussen said. 
"They were hiring. but now they are doing 
job cuts." 

Cussen has worries about the future 
and about not having a job. "Two concerns 
about not havmg a job I have are health 
insurance and my loans," she said. Her 
concerns are very real since she wants 
to take a year or two off before pursuing 
graduate school. 

Cussen plans on applying to the Peace 
Corps, WhICh offers heaJth and dental 
insurance and deterred loans, but she is 
preparing incase she doesn't get m, and she 
is looking places other than in her home 
in Michigan. "I am going to be looking at 
jobs outside of Michigan definitely," she 
said. "When push comes to shove, I an1 
going to be applying to everything." 

In response to the economy and the 
unemployment rate, the Center for Career 
Development is designing a new program 
to help seniors find work after graduation. 
"We're trying to come at another level to 
reach the people we're not reaching," said 
Lori Young, the Associate Director of the 
CCD. 

The program is deSigned to improve 
seniors networking skills. "Networkmg 
is the most powerful way you are going 
to secure employment," Young said. 
A survey of recent alumni (class and 
2008 and class of 2007), that the CCD 
conducted m December, found that the 
highest percentage of those employed got 
their job because of alumni, a friend. or a 
family contact. 

The proposal for the program, which 
was passed Monday, January 26"', says 
the CCD wil: offer "simple homemade 

dinners ... [during) which we will connect 
with seniors and explain how we wouJd 
like to offer each senior one-on-one help 
with their transition from Kalamazoo 
College." 

Young says the CCD plans to hire 
part-time Career Researchers who will 
look into options for seniors and help them 
find job opportunities. "The goal is to get 
yourself out there for as many things as 
possible," she said. 

The program is set to begin around 
Ninth Week ofWinter Quarter and will meet 
twice a week for 12 weeks, providing help 
for seniors to network and get themselves 
out there. "During dinner, we will discuss 
what previous graduates have gone on to 
do, the resources they tapped, how long 
they searched, and general advice they 
have to share," the proposal states. 

One main point of the program is 
to get seniors on the job search before 
graduation. Of the employed recent alunml, 
43% began their job search before 0 - 12 
months before graduation. The rest began 
the search 0 - 12 months after. With the 
unemployment rate being so high. the CCD 
IS looking for a change in this statistic. 

"We expect a shift in when [SCIllOrs 
start) looking for a job. We expect them 
to start earlier," Young said. "We try to 
encourage seniors early on." Young says 
she believes this program will provide the 
help seniors may need in this economic 
state. 

The program is not required. After the 
dinner explaining the program, seniors can 
provide the CCD Career Research with 
informatJon on what they intend to do after 
graduation. The Career Researcher will 
then e-mail the seniors at least three careers 
that they shouJd pursue within week. 

From there, the Career Researchers 
will keep m touch with their assigned 
seniors about progress, problems, and 
solutions. When the senior pursues the 
three options suggested, there are higher 
levels of help the Career Researchers can 
provide. 

The program will contmue through 
Spring Quarter with a 12-week series of 
dinners. 

The CCD i, also offering a job fair 
Thursday of Week 6. The deadline to Sign 
up is Friday, February 6"' 
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Friday, February 6 
"Immigration and Human 
Rights· 
Dewing 103 @ 4:00 

By AMANDA GEER 
Sta!fWriter 

Hey Zoo! The only event you need to 
be worried about this weekend is happening 
on Saturday, February 7"', 2009 from 8pm 
to. lam. That's right, it's our 34'" annual 
Monte Carlo! For those not in the know, 
Monte Carlo is a semi-formal, themed 
casino event as well as the largest event that 
Kalamazoo College holds. 

This year 's theme, Shanghai Grand, is 
an exotic twist on another culture. Inspired 
by movies like 2046 and actresses like Gong 
Li, think glamour, elegance, and fun. As 
this event is semi-formal, appropriate attire 
might include cocktail dresses for the ladies 
and suit jackets and slacks for the gents. 

Make sure to bring cash! One dollar is 
equivalent to $2000 Monte Carlo Bucks. 
Gambling will occur from 8pm til Ilpm 
throughout the entire Hicks Center. They' ll 
have all your favorite games, including 
Texas Hold 'Em, Blackjack, and Craps, 
just to name a few. Then, go spend your 
winnings in the Millionaire Shop from 
Ilpm-Iam. Prizes will be priced according 
to their worth, and will include cameras, 
salon packages, concert tickets, and many 
more. There will also be dancing all night 
in the Banquet Hall, with theme music 
during gambling hours and dance music 
from II pm to I am. And don't miss out on 

Wednesday. February 11 
·Poetry ReadIng by Bob 
Hlcok" 
Olmsted @ 7:00 

Thursday, February 12 
·Year of DarwIn Biology: 
Alumni SymposIum" 
Dow@4:OO 

Monkapult, K College's improv 
comedy group, which will be performing at 
1l:3Opm. 

Monte Carlo t-srurts will be on sale 
Tuesday through Friday for 8$ outside the 
cafeteria during lunch (llam-lpm) and for 
10$ Saturday night at the event. 

Remember, the more the merrier! 
Students are allowed to bring up to two 
guests, and there will be a 5$ charge for each 
guest. Both K College students and their 
guests MUST bring photo identification (a 
K College student lD or driver 's license) or 
they will not be allowed in. 

SAC and Student Development ask 
that all Kalamazoo College students keep 
in mind that Monte Carlo is an alcohol
free event. This means no alcohol will be 
served at the event and students who have 
consumed alcohol should not plan to attend 
the event, as they will not be permitted to 
enter. All bags and coats will be subject to 
search and students who have consumed 
alcohol, are intoxicated, or appear to be 
under the influence of alcohol will not be 
admitted to the event or into Hicks Student 
Center. No outside food or beverages will 
be permitted. Re-entry to the event will not 
be permitted at anytime, and no one will 
be admitted after 12:30 am. Questions or 
comments can be directed to Kate Leishman 
at kate.leishman@kzoo.edu. 
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Vandalism 
Continued from page 1 T'H~ S~X Fll~S: No Studying Needed for This Test 
for the grnffiti, not any K college 
students. They may do this as a way 
of marlcing their neighborhood. The 
downside is, "If it's an outside source, 
it will be hard to detcnnine who did 
this unless there were witnesses," he 
said 

Students may have been 
swprised by the appearance of 
graffiti on K's campus, but this is 
something the college has had to deal 
with before. A couple of years ago 
there was a problem with graffiti, and 
there was even some that showed up 
a month ago. This incident is by far 
the most graffiti Security has ever 
seen. 

YOWlg stressed the impnrtance 
of having Facilities Management 
remove the graffiti as soon as 
pnssible to discourage other people 
from adding more. By 2:00 P.M. 
on February 2"", the graffiti was 
removed, but the letters could still be 
made out and the majority of students 
had been made aware of the crime. 

By MAE NEWNUM 
Staff Writer 

Where call I go to get tested 
for STDs? I had sex witll a guy 
at a party lal·t weekend alld 
1 feel like ] should get te.l·ted 
SOOIl, bllt 1 don '/ really want 
my parents to know, Hoii' i.~ it 
done? 

Should Have Insisted on a 
Condom, Female, 19 

You should definitely get 
tested, but there a few warnmgs 
I have for you. HlV could take 
3-6 months before it shows, and 
Chlamydia and Gonorrhea can 
take 2-3 weeks. All STDs (or 
STls ... whichever you prefer) 
can take some time before they 
actually show up- from one 
day to nearly eight months· ,0 
it is highly recommended that 
you get tested every 6 months. 

Know also that STDs don't 

always show symptoms, especially 
in women. Just because you don't 
have bumps, itches, or a weird 
discharge, it doesn't mean you 
don't have an STD. [fyou do have 
one of those symptoms, definitely 
go see a doctor. Otherwise, get 
tested twice a year 

Now for the actual testing ... 
The Health Center provides 
testing, and they don't bill your 
msurance. If the insurance 
isn't billed. your parents won't 
know, but it will cost a bit of 
money. You can charge it to your 
student account, but your parents 
might notice that. The tests at 
Bronson will cost you upwards of 
$400.00. 

I go to Planned Parenthood 
for my testing. While [ usc my 
parents' insurance, Planned 
Parenthood has a sliding price 
scale for the testing. Without 
Insurance, It will cost 540.00 

- $90.00 to get the basic STD 
testing done. 

The actual testing is pretty 
Simple. If you go to Planned 
Parenthood's walk-in hours 
(check their website), you fill out 
a slip saying what you are there 
for. You fill out anether form 
while In the waiting room. After 
that, you just head to the back and. 
depending on the tests, you have a 
small tube of blood drawn (H[V 
and Syphilis) or pee in a Dixie 
cup (Gonorrhea and Chlamydia). 
Herpes isn't actually tested there 
unless you have a referral. 

[I' you do go to Planned 
Parenthood, you will need to pay 
when you get tested and you will 
need an ID with you. The bus 
goes to Planned Parenthood and 
you can easily find a schedule If 
you don't have a car or ride from 
campus. Talking to the Health 
Center about your suspicions if 

you have any other quesllons If 
a great idea, too. 

You should definitely 
get tested and plan on getting 
tested every 6 months if you are 
sexually active and aren't in a 
monogamous relationship with 
someone you trust with your 
health and your future. 

••• 
We need questions about 

sex and relationships from 
you! Whether you are having 
sex, thinking about having 
sex, or Just enjoying what you 
have going on by yourself, you 
must have some questIOns. 
Send any and every question 
you have about love lives to 
either sexfi les I 0 I (lz- gmaiLcom 
or campus box 730. Please 
mclude your age. gender, and 
orientation (if neces,ary) wim 
every question. 

Campus Republicans Sponsor Environmental Speaker 
Continued from page 1 

[n regards to alternative 
energy sources, Harding 
questioned the feasibility of 
large-scale productions of 
geothermal, wind. solar, or 
hydroelectric pnwer because of 
the lack of infrastructure. "What 
we don ' t bear about so much is 
the transmission of energy," he 
said. Harding estimated that it 
would cost one and a balftrillion 
dollars to build an efficient 
infrastructure. 

One solution that Harding 
propnsed was slant drilling in 
the Great Lakes. Slant drilling is 
the process of drilling an indirect 
path to oil reservoirs that cannot 
be accessed directly beneath the 
drilling site. "We can't conserve 
our way to energy independence," 
Harding said. "[ say you better 
conserve and you better drill." 

Harding noted 
that an additional 
benefit of 
retrieving the 
oil from the 
reservoir under 
the Great Lakes 
is that it would 
lessen future 
pntential iropact 
if there were a 
fissure or a leak. 

Thedialogue 
continued and 
broached the 
topic of public 
transportation. 
Harding said 
that he was not 
opposed to public 
transportation , 

~:~ ~~!tneed~ 
Russ Harding Luture Photo/ Cody Mussdman 

lifestyle needs of Americaos. "It 
doesn't get us where you Deed to 
go," he commented. He continued 
by saying that mass transit could 
play a part, but that it is not the 
solution to energy independence. 
"It's much easier to tell someone 
else how to live than to change 
your own lifestyle," said Harding. 

Harding concluded by 
urging the audience to do their 
own research and to draw their 
own conclusions about global 
warming, energy independence, 
and alternative energy sources. 
"The point I try to make," he 
noted, " is try to think critically and 
not to assume what you read in the 
general press." 

Audience reactions to the 
speaker varied. Some sat calmly 
nodding in agreement, while others 
were on the edge of their seats, 

shifting and eager to question 
Harding. "It was apparent that 
not everyone in the audience 
agreed with what the man had 
to say. I commend him for his 
bravery," said Elana Tornquist 
K'09. "I thought he had bis 
facts straight and he made a 
lot of really good pnints," said 
Nick Roe K' 10. Andrew Lukas, 
President of the Kalamazoo 
College Republicaos, thought 
that the event went well and 
that it was good dialogue to 
have on campus. "There is 
a lack of presentation of the 
information on the other side of 
the environmental debate," he 
noted. 

TIle event was well attended 
and brought the issue of Great 
Lakes drilling to the forefront of 
students' minds for an evening. 
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Alums Gather to Reminisce & Reach Out to Current Students 
Continued from page 1 

Learning, Center for International 
Programs; and the Guilds Initiative. 

"We kept that part short; people 
were really there to talk to each other, 
catch up, and meet other people who 
love K," said Hawxhurst. "People 
really do have an interest in staying 
connected. " 

While that may seem logical, 
especially for people in their first ten 
years <lU!.. the connection with K can 
last a lifetime. 

"One alumni from the class of '39 
took the hus from Tacoma. Somebody 
really has to love K College to do tbat," 
said Hawxhurst. William Weber '39 

-has maintained involvement with K 
College through attendance at events 
and his Weber Lectures, which are held 

on campus every year. 
Weber is an excellent 

of K's Four and Forever 
"You're here for four years, 

example 
concept. 

and after 

galleries; almost any idea we would 
entertain," said Sass Havilar, director 
of Advancement Events. 

These events are held around the 
you graduate 
you're forever 
a part of that 
community. 
[T]he premise 
with that is 

" ... people were really there to 

talk to each other, catch up, and 

country 
are 
started 

and 
often 

by 
alumni. "There 
are a lot of 
coincidences: 
people live 

meet other people who love K ... 
once you 
leave you give 
back," said 
Kim Aldrich 

People really do have an interest on the same 

in staying connected. " 
block in New 
York City but 
didn't know 'SO, director 

of Alumni Relations. 
"Gatherings vary tremendously 

from baseball to museums, to small 
gatherings in private homes, and art 

that they lived so close, and people not 
realizing how many alumni are in their 
neighborhood. People spin off and do 
other activities together," said Havilar. 

Detroit and Chicago are home to 
the top number of K alums, and New 
York City, Washington D.C., and San 
Francisco are second tier. Each year, 
the college holds events in the top five 
alum locations. 

The connections built with K alumni 
through these gatherings, the Guilds, 
and Alumni relations greatly benefit 
current K students. "Washington D.C. 
folks are offering to host students who 
are going to Powershift at the end of 
February. We have this network of alum 
who understand guilds and now they're 
saying, 'Sure, we'll host a student 
while they're at this important learning 
experience," said Hawxhurst. "It's fun 
to see those connections starting to 
happen." 

Twitter: Coming to a Phone or Computer Near You (Tweet) 
Continued from page 1 

organizations, and celebrities 
on Twitter, including CNN, 
The New York Times, Barack 
Obwn3, and even our very own 
Kalamazoo College. 

How does Twitter work? A 
person has a homepage where 
they receive updates from other 
people. He or she chooses people 
to follow, and they receive their 
updates on their homepage. 
Tweeters also have the option of 
receiving other people's updates 
on their phone (called tweets, 
not texts). To directly talk at 
other people in this open-online 
environment, a person simply 
puts the @ symbol followed by 
the username of who they want 
to contact. Don't worry, there are 
also features available to block 
people. 

TJ Kosinski K '09 got 
a Twitter last summer at the 
request of a friend. When he 
first got TWitter he didn't like 
it, but before long, he found 
him,clf updating his tweets 
eight times a day. But TwItter 
wasn't just something Kosinski 

did to keep up with his friends, it 
was a blog in the traditional sense. 
"For me it became important 
because I don't journal. I used 
it a lot in California and when 
I began writing my SIP [on my 
IOtemship there], I already had 
a timeline of everything big 
or small that I'd done in Los 
Angeles." 

you're not in the mood." He also 
believes that there's an economic 
obstacle to Twitter; to take full 

networking sites, it is much harder 
to find friends and organizations 
on Twitter because it lacks in-

warreneJIIs 

Dear Twttter. an you make It so, 
when I press the stock burton, I 
",Iotlve or pet of the blocked 
person actuJ.lly explodes? Thanks. 
-w 

.......-.0\._", ............... 1-.-....... .. -..-...-..... ' 

....... -----,...-.., .. 
"...., ...................... iJOD_"..,'. -
- --

-,."...----. ... --_ .. ---- .... --. ---=-=::; -
-
-----

Micro-blogging sites like 
Twitter have become popular 
because of their immediacy and 
portability. Posts are very brief 
and can be written or received 
with a number of devices, 
including computers and cell 
phones. This is especially 
advantageous for people who 
like to receive breaking news 
updates. A new feature allows 
users to link Twitter to their 
Facebook; when Twitter is 
updated it automatically updates 
the user's Facebook status as 
well. 

A ScrunsIJol of a Twitter Profile Courtesy of twitter.com/warreneUis 

Still, therearesomedownsides 
to Twitter. As Kosinski said, "Your 
phone can get flooded with texts 
of people trying to be witty. It's 
annoying r~'Ceiving tweet, when 

advantage of the serVice, you 
must have a phone that sends and 
receives texts with an unlimited 
plan in order to avoid overage 
charges. Also, unlike other 'ocial 

depth friend-finding searches like 
those on Facebook. 

TWitter has also raised new 
questions about the future of 
reportmg. fews companies have 

begun following people and their 
statuses in the hopes of finding 
breaking news. Twitter played an 
important role during the 200S 
presidential election, as Barack 
Obama and Ralph Nader used the 
site as an up-to-date campaign 
tool. Most recently, Twitter was 
used by the Israeli government 
to hold a worldwide press 
conference to take questions 
about the war with Hamas. 

A recent study found that 
instant messaging systems like 
Twitter did a better and faster job 
of getting information out during 
emergencies than traditional 
news media or government 
sources. The ability of micro
blogging to transmit information 
o quickly suggests that the 

nature of news reporting is 
already being altered. 

Much to my dismay, 
know very few people who arc 
on Twitter. But I anticipate that 
that will change in just a few 
years as our voracious appetites 
for concise and immediate 
information become even more 
insatiable. 
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Super Bowl XLID Brings Steelers' Win and Boring Commercials 
By COLIN KING 
Staff Writer 

FOOOBALLL!! The steroid 
fueled screams of the grid-iron were 
echoed in the hallways of K College 
on Sunday night as the campus 
received another excuse to be loud and 
disorderly. Friends gathered around 
tiny donn televisions to witness the 
somewhat W1eXpected game, the 
relatively tame half-time show, and 
of c:owre, the famed Superbowl 
commercials. 

The second quarter saw the Cardinals 
make up some of the difference by 
scoring a one-yard touchdown before 
Steelers' linebacker James Harrison 
ran the entirety of the field in eighteen 
seconds scoring a touchdown in the 
last second and bringing the score to 
17-7. 

A field goal from Jeff Reed 
extended Pittsbwgh's lead to thirteen, 
before it shrunk to six as a result of 
Lany Fitzgerald's flying catch that 
brought the score to 20-14. Fitzgerald 
then made another catch before 
running 64 yards to touchdown, 
putting the Cardinals up by three. 

Bummer. But I digress; basically 
Pittsbwgh made another touchdown 
and then prevented Arizona from 
scoring by forcing a fumble in the last 
eighteen seconds. 

In non-football fan terms, 
the five-tiroe Superbowl winning 
Pittsbwgh Steelern were expected 
to full at the hands of the Arizona 
Cardinals, a team that has never won 
a Superbowl. Anyway the W1expected 
happened: the Steelern won. 

The Steelers took the fum quarter 
due to an eighteen-yard field goal 
preceding a single-yard touchdown. 

In the final quarter, the Steelers 
slowly moved the ball up the field 
after being put back for a couple of 
penalties. I was really only watching 
to see big dudes hurt each other, but I 
suppose the 'battlefield' of this pastime 
isn't the place to find serious inlury. 

While the 1000yard touchdown 
was sweet even for a football
philistine, the lack of blood and 
guts was disheartening, and due to 
the economic environment - this 
SuperlxJwl has been lovingly referred 
to as the Recession Bowl - the 
commercials were comparatively 
lackluster. Gone are the days of the 
Budweiser frogs and the Office 
Linebacker, replaced by Conan 
O'Brien and weird 3-D effects. But 
who was banding out 3-D glasses? I 
didn't get any. 

And as for the half-tiroe show, 
it was pretty laid back just The 
Boss doing his thing, adding to his 
repertoire a dramatic Jmee.slide across 

Santonio Holmes Gamewinning Catch Counesy of Daily Contributor 

the stage, impaling his crotch on a certainly not one that has inspired me 
camera lens. It's not Janet Jackson but to watch any more football, much less 
it's something. A pretty cool even~ but put it on the entertainment page. 

Shopping for Video Games in These Tough Economic Times 
By NICK WHITE 
Staff Writer 

If [ asked you to come up with several 
prominent sectors of the economy disrupted 
by the recession, you'd probably list off the 
housing market, the auto industry, and Wall 
Street However, [ would also go out on a limb to 
suggest that the electronics industrylvideo games 
weren't anywhere to be found on this proverbial 
list of yours. Yet it doesn't take rouch research 
to discover that not all's well in the world of 
portly plumbers and princesses. Perhaps the 
most mainstream example comes in the form of 
Circuit City's filing of Chapter 7 bankruptcy no 
more than two weeks ago. 

But that's not all. Microsofl recently laid 
off 1,400 individuals in its Entertainment and 
Devices division, and EA banded 1,000 of its 
employees pink slips and closed their in-house 
studio Black Box (responsible for the recentNeed 
ForSpeed: Underground, among other series). It 
also appears that ''the house that Madden builf' is 
suffering a "CtJIre" of its own, as it also reported a 
$310 million dollar loss in the previous business 
quarter; its rivals, Activision and TIlQ, are 
hardly faring any better at $ [08 million and $115 
million dollar losses, respectively. This is ~ a 
prefurable al1emative to several of the smaller 

independent development studios like Factor pants-wetting masteIpiece Dead Space, which 
5 (of Rogue Squadron fume) and Free Radical I reviewed back in October. Problem is, despite 
(Tunesplitters series) that have been forced to above average sales and stellar reviews, Dead 

Closing Time 

shut down outright 

Counesy ofhttp://investor.circutcity.com 

Space has refused to 
"undock" from its launch 
price. Instead, I'd advise 
those seeking a moody 
and atmospheric shooter 
with amazing visuals and 
an equally stellar plot to 
remove their gaze from 
the stllrs above and place it 
firmJyon the wale!ydepths 
below ... of Bioshock. 
This masteIpiece of art 
deco and H2O is only $30 
on the Xbox 360, while 
the more recently released 
PS3 port is still hovering 
around $40. 

With fiugality being an understandably 
prominent theme of the times, I figured I'd utilize 
the remainder of this article's space to assist 
my fellow garners in listing several affordable 
alternatives to the $50-60 price tag of recent 
releases for consoles. 

First off are multiplatfonn titles. Many 
garners are aching to get their hands on EA's 

Now, if you still want a great "narrative 
FPS" with a little bit of everything on the side 
and a multiplayer option to boo~ one could not do 
better than The Orange Box. Just what is inside 
the box? Calm down, Brad Pitt, only Half Lifo 
2. Half Lifo 2: Episode I. Half life 2: Episode 
2. the multiplayerextIavagaIl2ll Team Fortress 2, 
and the freakishly frustrating puzzles of Portal. 

Considering that the assorted contents would 
have cost upwards of $100 bought separately, 
the meager price of an Andrew Jackson is more 
than reasonable. 

For Wri owners, admittedly, it is bard to 
find quality titles, let alone reasonably priced 
ones. Throw in the fact that Wri games launch 
price is $10 lower than the other consoles, and 
there's even less of an incentive to lower prices. 
Nonetheless, I picked my brain and have three 
affordable Wri titles to recommend. For starters, 
if you never played Resident Evil 4 on the PS2 
or Gamecubc, the Wri version is easily the best 
of the three. Zelda funs should find a comparable 
adventureinOkami,Capcorn'staieofAmaterasu, 
the sun god ofJapanese mythology. Finally, those 
looking to take advantage of the Wri Zapper 
should find House of the Dead 3 and 4 a splendid 
throwback to those arcade days of old 

Of c:owre, this is a very CW'SOty ~ and 
those who are really, really set on a title, and 
have the patience to wait a few more months, 
should probably do exactly that This list is for 
those looking to tIy something new or simply are 
waiting for an affordable "fix" until Resident Evil 
5, like myself Anyone looking for more tips or 
advice on games to purchase, please visit http:// 
avastlyironiclife.blog;pot.com. -
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THIS WEEK IN SPORTS 
Softball Team in Danger Due to Low Numbers & Lack of Interest 
By ELLEN JILEK 
Staff Writer 

The fate of this year's K softball team is 
uncertain at this point in time, according to 
Kristen Smith, Kalamazoo's athletic director, 
and softball head coach Mike Garoutte. 

The~ are ten players on the team right 
now, with one injured and not coming back 
to play this season. In order to play, a team 
needs to be able to field nine players. "We 
could play with nine," said Kristen Smith, 
but added that this strain "makes it very 
difficult for those athletes that are playing." 
Additionally, one of the girls on the team has 
little experience, and it remains to be seen 
whether she would be able to play, since the 
MlAA league is quite competitive. 

There are many reasons for the lack of 
players on this year's team. Some players 
have gotten injuries from other sports, 
and other players have chosen to "pursue 
different passions" this year. On top of this, 
several seniors are graduating early. But, 
there are a few other deeper-rooted reasons 
that the team has so few members. 

Part of the answer can be found 
by looking at the number of coaches 
Kalamazoo softball has had in the past few 
years. There have been six coaches in the 
past ten seasons, and as Smith said, this 
has led to "no consistency with recruiting." 
As she described it, recruiting requires that 
relationships be built between the coach and 
high school teams. Since there has been little 
stability in the head coaching position, this 
hasn't been happened in recent years, and 
recruiting has declined as a result. 

Another reason that K softball has such 
a lack of players this season is because of 
aggressive recruiting in the sport. According 
to Coach Garoutte, "softball has the most 
competitive recruitment behind football and 
basketball." Combine this with the relatively 
unstable amount of recruiting that's gone on 
recently, and the result is the low number of 
players on the team. 

One of the pressing questions K softball 
faces, then, is whether the team will be able 
to play this season. Unfortunately, at this 
point there is no sure answer. For now, the 
program has solicited the help of women on 
campus with softball experience. and several 
have come out. Garoutte said that at this 
point he will continue "evaluating players 
that have come out" recently to see if they'll 
be good enough to compete. In addition, the 
season has been scaled back, with several 
games and a tournament cancelled. A fina\ 
decision as to whether the team will compete 
will be made on their deadline of February 
13'". 

However, Coach Garoutte has some 
concrete plans for remedying the program's 
problems with recruiting. He's been able 
to do more recruiting since coming to K in 
August 2007, and already has three recruits 
lined up for next year. 

Both the head coach and Smith want to 
bring the team back up to the competitive 
level it played at in the mid-nineties, when 
the team won its fiJ>t-ever tournament games 
under Smith's guidance. "I'm invested," 
she said. "It's killing me to see where the 
program is right now." 

Week 4 Sports Results 
1/28 
Men's Basketball: Calvin 74, Kalamazoo 
60 
Women's Basketball: Trine 62, 
Kalamazoo 59 
1/30 
Men's Swimming: Kalamazoo 193, 
Wabash 87 
Women's Swimming: Kalamazoo 155, 
Saint M 's 145 

1/31 
Men's Basketball: Kalamazoo 80, Alma 
52 
Women's Basketball: Olivet 72, 
Kalamazoo 59 
Men's Swimming: Kalamazoo 162, 
Albion 115 
Women's :Swimming: Kalamazoo 159, 
Albion 130 

A Sparse Softball Practice Photo/Mae Newnum 

Hornet of the Week 

Courtesy of Sports lnfonnation 

Compiled by Jessica Maas 

Name: Nyemade Cooper 
Year Junior 
Sport: Basketball 
Position: Forward 
Coach: Sharri Brumfield (I" season) 

Pm'wus Accompli!hmcnts: Cooper led the 
team in rebounding and was second on the 
team m scormg for the last two seasons. 
Last season, she was named the Week 
7 MlAA Player of the Week and named 
to the Arthur Ashe Jr. Sports Scholars 
Women's Basketball Second Team. 
Earlier this season she selected to the AIl
Tournament Team at the Hornet TiJrOff 
Classic. 

Last week: In a three-point loss to Trine on 
Wednesday. Cooper led the team with 15 
points and 12 rebounds, and on Saturday 
she scored 14 points and grabbed 7 
rebounds at Olivet. She is averaging 15.9 
points per game 9.1 rebounds per game 
on the season and going into Wednesday 
mght's match at Alma, she has 498 career 
rebounds and 792 career points. 
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Old Place, 
New Face 
By EMILY HOMNICK 
Head Copy Editor 

Despite only getting his usual 
five hours of sleep, Darren Bain 
bounces around behind the counter 
at 8 A.M. on a Wednesday, showing 
off a 50-pound drum of chocolate 
from South America. The owner of 
the cafeibar The Strutt has traveled 
to 65 co'untries testing and learning 
about products, so he's not afraid 
to drop $2000 on good chocolate. 

he enthusiastically' describes the 
work that goes into processing the 
beautiful cacao fruit, customers in 
line for coffee listen eagerly. 

So, in spite of all of his unique 
experiences traveling, why has 
Bain resigned himself to 18-hour 
workdays in tiny Kalamazoo, 
Michigan? Bain's mission is clear
to create an eclectic environment 
where students can study and enjoy 
good food and coffee, but also have 
the opportunity to hear some great 
live music. 

Continued on page 7 

New Curriculum Delivers Change 
By WILLIAM CHEATHAM 
StaffWriter 

In Winter Quarter 2008, the 
Educational Policies Committee 
(£PC) took on the task of 
addressing needed changes in 
the academic curriculum as 
decided by Kalamazoo College's 
Distinctiveness Initiative 
Taskforce (DlTF), which also 

formed a subcommittee to develop 
a new calendar. Second Week of 
this Quarter, fuculty met to vote 
on EPC's proposed changes to 
the curriculum. The fuculty voted 
76-6 to make at least some changes 
to the College's curriculum; on 
Jan. 12, a vote of 50-27 approved 
the new curriculum model. 

A central meet of the new 

curriculum requires students to 
take three seminars, called "shared 
passages," during their time at K. 
Freshman seminars will continue 
to focus on developing writing 
skills. A sophomore seminar 
will be devoted to developing 
international and interculturaI 
perspective. The sophomore 

Continued on page 5 

NOW HERE: 
the Index onTIne 01 a new 

ebsilel 
Check it out 

Lowered Drinking Age: Wilson-Oyelaran Says No· 
By JORDAN RICKARD 
Staff Writer 

Attempts by colleges to combat 
abusive drinking habits have been 
thwarted by students simply drinking 
offcampus. 

Sometimes it seems like it would 
be easier to just have a bar on campus. 
Actually, the K Place, a Kalamazoo 
College-run pub used to be the hang 
out for K students on weekends. 
However, following federal pressure 
to raise the drinking age to 21, the K 
Place was shut down, left to be just a 
fond memory ofK alumni. 

A new attempt is being made to 
reopen the discussion on a lowered 

drinking age. The Amethyst Initiative is 
a coalition that has been joined by 135 
college presidents and is in support of 
"serious, sustained, unfettered debate 
about how closely public policy
specifically the drinking age-and the 
reality of life in a campus community 
are aligned." 

After critically analyzing the 
successes and failures of our current 
drinking age, support is beginning to 
gather to establish a new one. In an 
interview, President Wilson-Oyelaran 
explained why Kalamazoo College has 
not joined the initiative. She said, "I've 
decided not to sign it. In the last 2 to 3 

Continued on page 4 

Sophomores Declare Their Majors! 
By MAE NEWNUM 
StaffWriter 

Sophomores invaded the Fine 
Arts Building last Thursday, Feb. 5, 
on the annual Declaration of Major 
Day, clearing out after the quick and 
easy process. 

"I thought it was very anti
climatic," said Rachel Titche K '11, 
a newly-declared psychology major. 
"All I had to do was sign a paper. It 
took like five seconds and then I was 
done." 

Continued on page 4 Declared! Photo/ Kim Upstill 
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Name: 
Emily 
Caroline 
Perish 

Hometown: 
Frankford, 
Illinois 

Year: 
F reshman 

Major: 
Undeclared 

If you had to give up one of your five 
senses, what would it be? Let me think. 
smell? 

Who would win in afight, Power Rangers 
or the Ninja Turtles? The Power Rangers; 
don't judge me. 

What animal are you most afraid of? 
Colossal sqUid, but they're cute when 
they're little. 

What s your favorite planet? Oob, that's a 
good one. I would have to say Saturn-wait, 
can we Google image that? Okay, yeah, 
that's the prettiest. 

What:r your favorite mode of 
transportation? BICYCLE. 

What s your favorite thing about 
Kalamazoo College? After Lyndsay 
Nuyen? Kalamazoo softball. Want to play, 
please? Senously 

What s your favorite cereal? I don't like 
cereal. I like fruit. Ask me my favorite fruit. 

What s your famrite fruit? Pineapples. 

Who is your celebrity crush? Chris Brown. 

So are you the girl he sings about in all of 
his songs? Obviously, you haven't heard 
the song "Emily, will you marry me?" 

How do you feel about making me a grilled 
cheese sandwich right now? I would have 
no problem with that, but then I would 
have to eat it. 

- Lyndray Nuyen K' I 2 
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When Walls Have Ears 
Co~;/ed by Mary B. Corcoran 

Side Effects of All Sorts 

Girl A: I didn't feel good after dinner. 
Girl B: Did you give blood? 
Girl A: I ate caf food. 

Overheard by POPPiNS in the FAB 

Life is SO Hard Sometimes 

Girl on cell phone: Yea, and then 
they turned my bedroom into Dad's 
academic command center. 

Overheard by Anonymaus in Biggby's 

Cats, Friends, Etc. 

Guy to Girl: So, I got a seven page 
text from my cat. 
Girl bursts into laughter 
Guy: I don't even have a cat. I got a 
seven page text from my friend, Cat. 

Overheard by Owl in Hicks 

Run, Run, Run 

Girl: Are you going to walk me? 
Guy: No, I'm going to run into you. 

Overheard by Anonymous in Hicks 

Understand Quakerism 
All are invited to the serond In a series on: 

"Understanding Quakerism." 

This week a ~ Will review the hIStory of 

tl'e faith from its founding by George' FOx ,n 
the 1600s throug" to today. 

One mor~ session remains focusicg 01' 

Quaker Worship on F€!Jruary 26, 2009. 

Call 185·1298 or Visit 

WNW.kalamazoofriends.org. 

Thursday, Feb. 12, 2009 

7:00-8:30 p.m. 

Kalamazoo Friends Meeting 508 Denner, 

Kalamazoo. 49006 (across the cemetery) 
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Monte Carlo Hosts Imperialism 
By ERIC MICHAELSEN 

Monte Carlo has always been my 
favorite event at K. A night of cards and 
fine clothes placed right in the middle of 
the glum winter is always a real pick-me
up. And that was no different this year; 
what was different was an tactless theme 
that reveals deep-seated ignorance toward 
both Western cultural imperialism and the 
inability of our society to discriminate 
between East Asian cultures. Surprising 
for a college whose entire image is built 
on international understanding. 

First, let us contextua1ize the period 
referenced, when Shanghai was the "Paris 
of China," as the event's Facebook page 
put it. Europeans made up a little more than 
one percent of the town but were the only 
ones who could own riverfront property. 
The town layout was based on British 
models and even included a racetrack. The 
Orientalist dominators called themselves 
"Shanghighlanders." And Shanghai, of 
course, passively let this happen, sedated 
by both the wealth of their oppressors 
and the recent cultural memory of the 
Opium Wars, in which the English used 
their superior technology and weaponry 
to kill armies trying to keep drugs out of 
China--China learned the hard way to 
let the West have its way with its people, 

culture, and economy. As patrons, what 
role were we playing on Saturday night? 
Shanghighlanders? Imperial aggressors? 

Next, let's consider the aesthetic-
paper lanterns, collapsible fans, and 
umbrellas spotted with blossoms. The 
lanterns are only for specific occasions
they have a useful material purpose. And 
as for the fans and umbrellas, a Chinese 
student agreed that though, at some point 
in the distant past, those motifs were 
Chinese, they have been more closely 
related to Japanese aesthetic since before 
the early modem period. There was even 
one faculty/staff chaperone in a kimono, 
an outfit that can only be called Japanese, 
ironic given Japan's own conquest to 
take over parts of China proximal to this 
period. 

In a similar vein, what about those 
among both chaperones and students who 
chose to masquerade as Chinese through 
clothing choice? What power dynamics 
are involved in the import, sale, and 
donning of Chinese dresses in the U.S.? 
Such practice, out of the context of the 
ball, is not as innocent as it seems-it 
reflects a blind usurpation of cultural 
artifacts without knowledge of history or 
authenticity. In context, it's even worse: a 
sort of makeup-less yellowface, involved 
in the politics of the constructed East! 

West dichotomy
contemporary 
Chinese wear suits 
in submission to 
globalization, but 
we wear antiquated 
Chinese clothing to 
be fun and exotic. 

For a school 
recentlycelebrating 

• its 50'" study abroad 
anniversary, the 
hallmark that has 
made it famous, 
that nobody on the 
Student Activities 
Committee 
recognized the 
self-apparent 
Oriental ism of a 
"Shanghai Grand" 
theme is a shock. 

3 

Why Didn't Proposal A Pass? 
By JORDAN RICKARD 
Staff Writer 

Benjamin Franklin said, ''they who would 
give up an essential liberty for temporary security, 
deserve neither liberty nor security", butwhoever 
heard of sacrificing liberty for expediency? While 
Student Commission's Proposal A failed to pass 
(only gathering 60.6 of the necessary 75%), 
questions continue to be 
raised as to why it failed 
and how to handle the 
issues it was created to 
solve. 

The 
concern 

primary 
of Proposal 

Ns opponents was 
the loss of a general 
student vote when 
making amendments to 
Student Commission's 
constitution. This fear 
was not unfOl.D1ded, 
Proposal A changes the 
current requirements 
fur a constitutional 

has the hardest constitution to change in the 
GLCA There's a couple of other school that have 
a referendum, but otherwise they all have votes 
through Stucomm to change their constitutions. 
If you look at there constitutions, they are of a 
much higher qua1ity than our own." 

The situation seems surprisingly simple 
once all the infonnation is on the table. This 

amendment from a 75 Adam Marshall K'jj Votes Photo/ Jordan Rickard 
percent public student 
vote to signatures from a mere 10"10 of the 
campus and passage by the voting members of 
the Student Commission. Certainly, removing 
the right of students to vote would expedite 
the amendment process, but it raised enough 
eyebrows to prevent Proposal Ns passage. 

However, President of the Student 
Commission, Patrick Tanis K'9 responded to 
these concerns. Tanis said, ''I definitely heard 
their critiques. The biggest one was that it was 
some kind of power grab. That there wouldn't be 
any check on student commissions, but student 
commission operates in a very transparent 
matter ... Even if it had passed, there are stiJJ 
plenty of checks on the "powel" of student 
commission." 

Tanis raises an important question: how 
much power would Proposal A actually have 
granted Student Commission? Effuctively, 
Proposal A would allow Student Commission 
to alter their own constitution without a general 
vote for each amendment 

If it's really this difficult to alter the basic 
fi.mctions of Student Commission, then how 
did this situation arise? Tanis said, ''If you look 
at when they first passed the constitution, they 
passed it with a 213rds vote and then added that 
if you want to change it you need a 3/4ths vote. I 
rea11y felt, and stiJJ feel that right now Stucomm 

• 

roakes one wonder why the posters and literature 
Student commission released had such vague 
messages as "an arduous and implausible 
process is halting an agenda fur change" or "in 
order to improve the constitution, we need to 
pass ProposalA"This led many to wonder what 
Student Commission was really up to. However, 
this is the student government for a sma11liberal 
arts school. It is highly unlikely Proposal A 
would have began the onset of wiretapping and 
late night executive orders legalizing torture. 

While the fears of losing our essential 
liberties to a Student Commission dictatorship 
has been quashed, the only remaining question 
is what's to be done with problems Proposal 
A was meant to resolve? What are Student 
Commission's plans following the failure of 
Proposal A? 

Tanis said, "Stucomm is handcuffed by an 
out of date document I've chartered a structuraJ 
adjustment task force, chaired by Alex Morgan, 
which is going to go through and review why 
does Stucomm operate one way and how can we 
improve on that Then they're going to present 
models to student body, student organization 
leaders, and other appropriate groups, and 
craft new models for how student commission 
operates, then we'll go through and rewrite the 
constitution." 
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K College Not Endorsing Movement for Lowered Drinking Age 
Continued from page 1 
years, I probably get something 
once every 2 months that I'm 
asked to sign on, and I think 
as an institution we need to be 
very thoughtful and deliberative 
about the various initiatives that 
we endorse. So when we're 
putting K's name out there, we 
want it to be something that is 
very meaningfUl, and that our 
name is not used all the time." 

Currently, the federal 
government is in firm support 
of 21 being the drinking age. 
The National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA) 
estimated that since the minimum 
legal drinking age (MLDA) was 
raised to 21, an average of 1000 
lives per year have been saved 
from drunk driving accidents. 
Against this powerful statistic, 
lowering the drinking age seems 
equivocal to mass murder. 

Choose Responsibility (a 
non profit group in favor of 
lowering the drinking age) 
disagrees with many of the 
NHTSA's statistics. First, they 

question that a raised MLDA was 
the sole cause in the decrease 
of deaths from drunk driving 
accidents. The raised MLDA was 
accompanied by improved safety 
measures in automobiles, tougher 
enforcement, and a campaign 
promoting the use of designated 
drivers. 

Several other countries who 
did not raise their drinking age 
also experienced dec lines in 
alcohol related traffic fatalities: 
the United Kmgdom experienced 
a 50% decline, Germany had a 
37% decline, Australia had a 32% 
decline, and the United States 
only h·ad a 26% decline. 

Upon analyzing this statistic, 
Choose Responsibility said, "This 
downward trend in drunk driving 
across the industrialized world 
shows quite clearly that the 21 
MLDA In the United States was, 
at best, the least effective measure 
to limit drunk driving amongst 
these developed countries. 
There is evidence to show that 
education broadly defined works 
to increase public awareness 

of the risks of drinking and 
driving. The 'designated driver,' 
a term unknown before 1984, has 
doubtless saved many lives." 

The actual success of our 
current drinking age is clearly 
debatable, but it's still necessary to 
analyze how Kalamazoo College 
would respond if a lowered 
drinking age was proposed, or 
even passed. 

When asked if she believed 
underage drinking was inevitable 
or, if not, what measures should 
be put in place, President Wilson
Oyelaran said, "I think there's 
really a challenge of enforcement, 
and in a community like ours, 
you have people from 18-22, 
who are in a social community 
together. I think the assumption 
that the 19 year old isn't going to 
drink, and the 21 year old is, [is 
unreasonable]. As an institution, 
our responsibility is to uphold the 
law, and we'll uphold the law. I 
think a more significant question 
is how can we de-emphasize 
alcohol. It seems to have some 
unusual pull or power, and the 

question is why?" 
Why has alcohol become 

so ingrained within the college 
environment? One of the most 
commonly toted arguments IS 
the age when a U.S. citizen can 
be drafted. If someone can die for 
their country, surely they should 
be able to order a cold one? Even 
this staple argument has its flaws. 

As MADD (Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving) argues, "Different 
rights are given at different ages. 
You are allowed to drive at 
sixteen, vote and join the army 
at eighteen, and drink alcohol at 
21. There is no inherent right to 
inebriation." 

Many believe that a lowered 
drinking age would allow for 
teenagers to learn how to drink 
responsibly at home and be better 
prepared to resist peer pressure 
to ingest dangerous amounts of 
alcohol. In response to this theory, 
President Wilson-Oyelaran said, 
"If a family is teaching you how 
to approach alcohol responsibly, 
then the age doesn't matter, 
whether they're teaching you 

to do it at 21 or at 18. It's not 
an either/or question. I think 
that for students who have not 
been taught to handle alcohol 
responsibly, a lower drinking 
age may put a tremendous onus 
on the college." 

The burden of drinking 
responsibly has been placed on 
the government and parents, 
but ultimately it falls on the 
individual. 

The government will 
continue to crack down on 
drunk: driving and parents will 
continoe to warn their kids of 
the danger of alcohol, or not. 
So even if the drinking age is 
ever lowered to 18, the risk of 
alcohol will remain constant. 

It will continue to be a 
substance that can lead to fun 
and good times, as well as 
something that can lead to a 
car crash or much worse. It's 
this ambivalence that makes 
President Wilson-Oyelaran's 
words even more pertinent: 
"there's a lot you can do without 
losing consciousness." 

Class of 20 11 Declares Majors, Minors, and Concentrations 
Continued from page 1 

AlyceBrady, the sophomore 
class advisor, said Declaration 
Day started four or five years 
ago to make sure students stay 
connected with their major 
while on study abroad. 

"It gives the 
department the chance to have 
communication directed at its 
majors," Brady said. "We had 
students going on study abroad 
and coming back from study 
abroad without declaring and 
they lost important SIP and 
department information." 

Making declaring a 
major an event was important 
to the college and the advisors. 
"It's a milestone in the 
sophomore year and we wanted 
to do a celebration," Brady said . 

Celebration Cake for All 

"Plus it gets a higher percentage 
of students declaring on time." 

Sophomores have 
to declare before they can 
register for spring quarter. If a 
sophomore has not declared yet, 

c 

Photo/Mary Corcoran 

he/she can pick up a declaration 
form in the Registrar 's Office. 
It needs to be signed by his! 
her advisor and returned to the 
Register'S Office as soon as 
possible. 
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A Huge Student Turnout for Blood Drive 
By MAE NEWNUM 
Staff Writer 

People poured into Hicks Banquet Room 
on Tuesday, February 10m, for a blood drive, 
sponsored by the American Red Cross and the 
student group Blood Drive Organization Team 
(BOO1). 

BOOTs goal for the day was 69 pints of 
blood. A total of74 donations of full pints were 
made, and 88 people attempted to give blood. 
The others were deferred or couldn't donate a 
full pint. 

Leeor Schweitzer, president of BOOT, 
started organizjng blood drives last winter. 

"The WeUness House use to have a 
tradition of a blood drive once a spring. but that 
stopped," he said ''I thought we could do it once 
a quarter." 

Schweitzer started B OOT in spring quarter 
of last year. They have organized blood drives 
every quarter since. 

Alyson Rick K '11 Doing Her Part 

Donating blood is an important and simple, 
good deed for people according to Schweitzer. 
''It's an easy and quick way to make a huge 
contribution," Schweitzer said On average, 
Schweitzer guesses it takes about an hour to 
donate a pint of blood and saves three people's 

Photo/ Mae Newnum 

lives. 
The next blood drive is May 14"'. 

Schweitzer recommends that students wanting 
to donate drink. a lot offluids 24 hours before and 
eat a good break:fust. If you have low iron, it's a 
good idea to eat foods high in iron. 

New Curriculum Emphasizes Student Choice 
Continued from page 1 

seminar ideally prepares students to study 
abroad, and may be offered as a split before 
and after study abroad seminar, with half of 
the course taking place in the sophomore year 
and half in the junior year; junior seminars 
may also be offered for those students who 
do not study abroad. Each department will 
offer a senior seminar, and students may 
opt to take an interdisciplinary seminar 
instead, patterned from the current seminars 
in, for example, Environmental Studies or 
lAS. Whether students take a departmental 
or interdisciplinary seminar, the focus will 
be an integration of the "K experience," 
including a student's participation in courses, 
study abroad, service-learning, minors/ 
concentrations, research, career development, 
and guild participation. 

TIle new curriculum completely removes 
Area of Study (AOS) and Quantitative 
Reasoning (QR) requirements, as well as the 
LAC requirement. 

But will students choose courses 
from a broad, liberal arts curriculum when 
they aren't required to? A 2006 study by 
the Teagle Foundation confirms that they 
will. The Teagle Foundation sponsors 
institutional research focused on assessing the 
effectiveness of a liberal arts education at K 

and colleges and universities across the country. 
The report states, 'The open curriculum is 
based on a belief in the power of student choice 
exercised in collaboration with fuculty. Such 
a curriculum gives students great freedom but 
expects considerable responsibility in return, 
and it requires significant fuculty engagement 
to shape, support, and inspire student learning." 
It goes on to say that "According to alunmi 
mterviews and fuculty fOCus groups ... students 
who are granted such freedom display unusual 
motivation and engagement with their studies 
and develop independence, self~nfidence, 

and decision-making skills that serve them well 
in later life .... Statistics about breadth of course
choice and the reports of alun1ni and fuculty 
suggest that the preponderance of students use 
the freedom of this curriculunl to explore new 
areas and to challenge then1Selves." As Alice 
Brady, chair of EPC, says, one major goal of 
the open curriculUjl1 is to grant "greater student 
ownership of the process" of selecting courses 
to take. 

Akey to the success of the open curriculum 
is "effective, engaged advising," according to 
the Teagle report. The administration plans 
for advising to be the major key to the success 
of K's own curricular change. Advisors may 
make rnajor or relatively small changes in their 
advising practice, depending on their advising 

sty Ie; some advisors emphasize meeting core 
requirements, and others emphasize breadth 
in general. 

Participating institutions in the Teagle 
study include Antioch College, An1herst 
College, Brown University Han1pshire 
College, Smith College, and Wesleyan 
University. 

A goal of the open curriculum is to shift 
the academic emphasis from fulfilling the 
minimal graduation requirements to making 
the whole curriculum, all courses, accessible 
and practical for students to take. In that waY., 
students have more freedom to take valuable 
courses that might not have met degree 
requirements. Also, the open curriculum 
encourages students to analyze more deeply 
which courses they want take and why they 
chose them. 

Aspects of studies at K that will remain 
unchanged in the new curriculum include the 
foreign-language and PE requirements, as 
well as the SIP. 

Students should recognize that the fuculty 
is still deciding when the new curriculum will 
begin to take effect, meaning that it is hard to 
tell at this moment whether or not the new 
curriculum will take effect retroactively, or If 
it will only be applicable to next year's first
year cohort. 

Jama Jammin' 
By AMANDA GEER 
Staff Writer 

Week S's Jama, "Wmter Slumber: 
A time to explore the life, biological and 
spiritual, that hides under the surface of 
things," offered a fuscinating and engaging 
look into the realities that exist during a 
season when all appears to be dead. To 
begin, children from Kalamazoo's The 
Montessori School performed four pieces 
on recorder as sunlight poured in through 
the chapel windows. 

Next, Dr. Binney Girdler of the 
Biology Department and Environmental 
Studies Program, took the stage to elaborate 
on the idea that human beings are "linked 
to organisms because we are organisms," 
explaining the many biological similarities 
between human beings and all other life. 

In regards to the sluggish, sleepy 
''winter blues," Girdler spoke of the mood
controlling hormone melatonin. Because 
melatonin is secreted by the pineal gland 
in our brain, and the pineal gland responds 
to light, it is normal to feel down when 
there is less ligl1t, as is the case during 
winter time. 

Girdler touched upon the topic 
of energy emission, encouraging the 
audience to remember that ''your brain 
is the most energetically active organ in 
your body - put on your hat and insttIate 
[yourself)." 

She also shared fuscinating stories 
about our non-human animal counterparts. 
Hibernation, for example, leads to 
sleep deprived animals. Hibernation is 
not actually a state of sleep, but one of 
extremely low energy, and anin1aIs must 
''wake up to go to sleep" in order to get 
their rest. Girdler also spoke of "slushy 
frogs" - frogs that retain urea and water 
to lower the temperature in which their 
bodies freeze in order to survive the cold 
winter. 

To conclude, Turke returned to the 
stage and encouraged the audience to 
use the peacefulness of winter to reflect, 
brainstorm, and plan for ''when the 
productiveness of spring comes back." 
After spending a few minutes reflecting 
on their plans for the coming season, the 
audience shared ideas with one another, 
and the service was dismissed shortly 
thereafter. 
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T'H~ S~X Fll~S: A Guide to Safe Sex 
By Mae Newnum 
Staff Writer 

When I hook up with 
someone, how can I UdJ if they 
haveanSTD? 

Lustful but Cautious, 20 

I can't be gentle when I tell 
you this. Congratulations on 
wanting to be safe, but there is no 
way to tell whether or not someone 
has an STD. I wish I could literally 
beat it into your head, but since I 
don't actually know you, I doubt 
that will happen. (You could come 
find me and I can forcefully make 
suq: you remember this ... ) 

STDs like to take their time to 
show up and rear their ugly head. 
Many women suffer no symptoms 
at all, but can pass the disease onto 
their partners. If you go to the 

health center, Planned Parenthood, 
or your own doctor's office, you 
could find plenty of pamphlets with 
details about STDs and when STDs 
may appear. I can tell you off the 
top of head that it can take up to 8 
months for some STDs to produce 
symptoms. 

So, my late-night hook-up 
friends, what can you do to try to 
prevent an STD? First, you need to 
get tested. You might have an STD 
right this second, and while some 
STDs, like HIY, are not curable 
right now, plenty have treatments 
when caught early. Do yourself a 
favor and get tested twice a year. 
You should know whether or not 
you have an STD. Have you been 
tested? Do you know that you don't 
have one? 

Then, there is always the 
condom advice I hope you have 

already heard plenty about. A 
condom won't protect you against 
everything, though. Genital to 
genital contact still occurs and you 
can transfer STDs like herpes and 
genital warts despite a condom. 

Insist on a condom and get 
tested ... or don't have sex. 1bat's 
about all of the real advice I can 
give you. At the end of the day 
you can't tell who has an STD, 
so don't be dull about your sexual 
health in the middle of the night ... 
or afternoon. 

We need questions about 
sex and relationships from you! 
Send any and every question 
you have about love lives to 
either sexfileslOI@gmaiLcom 
or campus box 730. Please 
include your age, gender, and 
orientation (if necessary) with 
every question. 

FEATURES I The Index, February 12,2009 

Counseling Corner 
By James Jobe 
Counseling Center Intern 

The first place many of us rea1Iy 
experience what it means to be in a 
committed relationship is college. 
So what does it mean to be trusting, 
committed, or dare I say, . intimate, 
with another person? 

Often we envision a potential 
relationship as this perfuct place where 
we can sit down, relax, and gleefully 
wave "buh-bye" to the single life. 

As students, juggling romance 
with the demands of academics, worlc, 
family and friendships is not an easy 
task:. There isn't really a right or wrong 
answer to these questions. HoweveI; 
there are some basic ideas that are 
central to a healthy relationship: 

Communication 
Good communication should 

incorporate 'T' statements (sometimes 
called "feeling statements') to promote 
understanding of feelings rather than 
assumptions of feelings. 

Expectations 
It's important to be aware of each 

other's schedules, needs, interests, as 
well as ideas about the relationship in 
general. 

Corflict 
Every relationship will encounter 

breakdowns; it's how a relationship 
rebuilds itself after a breakdown that's 
important 

Boundaries 
Keep clear boundaries between 

your relationship and the other 
important things in your life - like 
studying, spending time with friends, 
exercising, etc. 

Growth 
Allowing yourself to be 

vulnerable with another person can 
be scary and may push you to grow in 
ways that you weren't expecting. 

RemembeI; relationships aren't 
always easy. However, with a little 
worlc, patience, and open-mindedness, 
they can be. 

Alternative Perspectives on the Cafeteria's Trayless Expansion 

with it. I wouldn't 
mind having 
trayless everyday 
because I don't 
use a tray at all." 

about how we 
waste so much 
water with trays, 
but fountain at 
red square is still 
running and it's 
winter. Isn't that 

Mike Lee K'II: 
"The alliteration 
is not there. It"s 
a disaster for my 
eating habits." 

Compiled by Cody Musselman 

Danielle Williams 
K'II: "I don't 
think it makes a 
difference. When I 
don't use a tray, I 
use more dishes." 
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"Strutt" Down Academy for a Cup ofCoifee, Food & Live Music 
Continued from page 1 

The Strutt, formerly known 
as Dino's Coffee Lounge, is 
conveniently located just down 
the road from Kalamazoo College 
at 773 W. Michigan Ave. The 
name change occurred after the 
building was recently altered to 
include a bar. As a result of its 
renovation, the back room of 
the historic building now boasts 
a stage for local musicians, 
but students can still enjoy the 
relatively quiet spacious front 
room to meet with friends or get 
some reading done. And with 
the emphasis that baristalroaster 
Bryan Wray puts on the quality of 
his coffee, students who routinely 
use caffeine to aid in productivity 
won't be disappointed. 

contributes specialty blends of 
beans to the coffee selection at the 
Strutt. But with Wray's guidance, 
Bain hopes to be roasting all of 
the beans in the near future. In the 
meantime, both owner and barista 
enjoy thinking of witty names for 
present and future coffee blends. 

The two newest roasts created 
by Wray have yet to be named. As 
Wray pulls two perfect shots for 
a steaming hot Americano, Bain 
comically debates using the word 
'pimp' in a title. "I hate being 
politically incorrect," he says. 

Starting with commercial 
roasting and brewing beer, the 
owner hopes to make The Strutt 
a place where nationally touring 
musicians will perform. 

Bain hopes to further 

hold more people. Though plans 
are still in the works, changes will 
involve a bigger stage in the main 
room, and an altered ceiling to 
allow for larger second floor with 
another bar. And the enormous 
basement, which only features dry 
storage and a dishwashing station 
presently, will include a green 
room for musicians and house the 
equipment for brewing beer and 
roasting coffee. 

couple of years, 
The Strutt is an 
invaluable resource 
for local musicians. 

For students 
who seek a quiet 
study space, 
delicious caffeinated 
beverages, or a night 
of unique music 
performances, 
The Strutt is the 
place to be. With a 
worldly owner who 
constantl y seeks to 
improvehis business, 
and a barista who 
IS devoted to 
perfecting his brews, 
Kalamazoo College 
students can benefit 
from the continuous 
improvement of the Currently, with his tiny 

personal roaster Wray only 

renovate the historic building that 
was once the Oakland Phannacy 
to create a better venue that will 

Until then, however, The 
Strutt is a great place to see local 
musicians nearly every night. 
Kalamazoo College student Andy 
Catlin K'09 performs regularly, 
and with open mic nights every 
Tuesday starting at 8 P.M., 
emerging artists only need 15 
minutes of material to sign up for 
a spot. With the closure of such 
venues as Club Soda, Kraftbrau, 
and Rocketstar over the past coffee shop. Open Mic Stage Setup Counesy of Darren Bain 

rt 

Personalize Your Radio and Discover New Tunes With Pandora 
By ALLIE JACOBS 
Staff" Writer 

As a hand-held alternative to the radio, 
MP3 players allow people to pick and 
choose music, play songs at any time and 
place. For those lookin for a different way 
to listen to their favotite tunes, Pandora 
Internet Radio is ano , option: it allows 
users to personalize th own radio station 
for no cost, and play it on either a computer 
or cell phone. 

Pandora is a simple program to use, 
but the system behind it is quite complex. 
Musicians and technological experts who 
created Pandora in 2000 compiled what 
they call music "genes," which are made 
up of components of songs, including 
melody, harmony, rhythm, instrumentation, 
and lyrics. The individual music "genes" 
fit within a large "Music Genome." The. 
masters behind Pandora analyze music both 
new and old on a regular basis in order to 
appeal to a wide range of music tastes. 

Thanks to the "Music Genome," users 
can create up to 100 stations by typing 
in an artist, song, or composer, or by 
searching for genre stations. Pandora will 

A Screenshot from http://pandora.com 

then play songs that share features with 
the songs you picked, including the artist, 
composer, and other aspects. People can 
customize their own stations even further 
by clicking either a thumbs-up or thumbs
down symbol when a song plays, which 
"hints" to the program that you would like 
to hear songs like it, or more songs by that 
artist. 

Pandora gives users the freedom to 

add more music to a station, note favorite 
songs, share a station with a friend through 
e-mail, blog, or Facebook, and listen to 
other users' stations. 

"I have between 8 and 12 stations, 
and depending on my mood, I'll pop on 
whichever station," said Kelly Miller K 
'II. "I listen [to Pandora] a lot when I'm 
doing homework." 

For users who are frequently on-the
go, they can still listen and share their 
favorite stations through some Sprint and 
AT&T phones. A Pandora application 
exists for the iPhone and the iPod touch, 
streaming music directly to these devices. 
A similar radio service called Slacker 
Personal Radio has also been created for 
those phones, in addition to BlackBerry 
SmartPhones. 

Slacker has all of the features of 
Pandora, but with a different layout. Slacker 
also generates a list of songs by whichever 
artist you request for your station, in 
addition to a list of similar artists. Users 
then add those specific songs or artists to 
their station, giving them more freedom to 
customize. 

The high number of ads Qn the 
Pandora and Slacker sites is necessary for 
both programs in order to remain for 
customers. A small cost may be worth it 
for big fans of personalized Internet radio: 
Slacker offers Slacker Radio Plus, a $3.99 
a month membership that allows users to 
skip an unlimited number of songs when 
listening to a station, the ability to make 
an infinite amount of song requests, and no 
audio or banner ads. 

Even though similar programs are 
out there, Anne Renaud, K '10, remains 
faithful to Pandora and enjoys the om 
to choose her own songs. "The radio sucks. 
Pandora has helped me find really great 
music that I would not have had access to 
otherwise," she said. 

Pandora may have some catching up 
to do in terms of increasing users' options, 
and will ultimately have to stand to 
more competition from similar programs. 
Whether you have already become a 
master at creating stations, or are I g 
for a way to listen to music you love and 
discover new favorites, pop in some ear-
buds and tune in. ~. 
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THIS WEEK IN spa RTS 
LZRs Zap Swimmers' Times 
By-KATIE STEFL 
Staff Writer 

Recently, the men's and women's 
swim teams received their shipment of 
brand new competition suits-Speedo 
LZRs. PronolU1ced "Laser," these are the 
same suits that premiered before the Beuing 
Olympics, and were by far the most popular 
suits there. Michael Phelps wore one on the 
way to his record-setting eight gold medals 
at said Olympics last summer. Speedo, the 
manufacturer of the LZR., claims that it 
reduces drag, Increases oxygen efficiency, 
decreases muscle fatigue, 
and provides core 
stabilization for athletes. 
All together, these features 
tim" :bute to the impressive 
number of world records set 
in the past year, culminating 
in .:jing. 

suits add buoyancy, which is against FlNA 
and NCAA regulations. The suits were 
only recently approved by the NCAA for 
competition use in the 2008-2009 season, 
and while the suits have been allowed ill 

both international and NCAA competition, 
some are still critical of their exorbitant 
cost There are three designs for women's 
suits-a suit that goes to the knees, one that 
goes to the ankles, and one that goes to the 
ankles and has a zip up back. They retail for 
$425. $475, and $550, respectively. Men's 
suits, which come in waist to knees, waist 

to ankles, and full body 
to ankles options that 
zip up, cost $290, $350 
and $550, respectively. 
For swimmers with a 
limited budget, or teams 
that aren't sponsored 
by Speedo, these suits 
can be prohibitively 
expensive. 

If a swimmer can 
afford the suit, before 
they can wear it and 
drop the lU1believable 
amolU1ts of time 
promised by Speedo, 
they have to get it on and 
prevent It from ripping, 
both acknowledged 
drawbacks of the LZR 
The suit is made of lU1-
stretchable compression 
panels held together by 
see-through, paper thin 
material. Reports tell 

The new suits have 
also already contributed to 
the success of Kalamazoo's 
own swimmers. In a 
tryo~ of the new suits, 
Brian Bazzell K'I1 and 
Steve Brower K' II were 
beneficiaries of the new 
suit technology. Bazzell 
set the pool record in the 
50 freestyle by one one
hundredth of a second, 
and Brower swam the 100 
backstroke Within two 
tenths of his personal best 
tim~uite a feat in the 
middle of an exhausting 
mid-season teaming 
schedule. Both men won 

Courtesy ofhttp://speedo.com of the suit taking 20-40 

their events. The suits have also helped 
Melissa Bayci K' 11, Kandice Keen K' II, 
and Allison Smith K'12 achieve personal 
be~.his season. 

Not that the new suits are perfect or 
without their problems. They have received 
criticism from Speedo's competitors and 
others in the sport as providing athletes with 
an ~air advantage. Many claim that the 

minutes to put on, and 
suits are frequently ripped in the process. 

Expensive, difficult to put on, but 
comfortable to wear, the Speedo LZRs 
promise enhanced performance even with 
the added turbulence of controversy and 
criticism. Look for the Kalamazoo men's 
and women's s\\!im teams to be wearing 
them at the upcoming MIAA Championship 
meet. 

Tennis 

By JESSICA MAAS 
Sports Editor 

Nyemade Cooper K'IO grabbed 
her 500th career rebound at Alma on 
Wednesday, February 4th. Cooper needed 
just two to reach 500, but grabbed six in 
the game. She is the seventh player in 
school history to reach 500 rebolU1ds. 

Other Sports News 
The men's tennis team (2-1) defeated 

Wisconsin-Whitewater 9-0 in their home 
opener on Sunday, February 8th. 

Jason Brown K' 1 0 won at one singles, 
defeating his opponent 6-1, 6-2. Cyrus 
Jadun K' I 0 outlasted his opponent 5-7, 
7 -6 (8-6), 104 in the two singles. 

Brown and Jadun also combined to 
win one doubles 84. 

Hornet of the Week 

Compiled by Jessica Maas 

Name: Jason Brown 
Year: Junior 
Sport: Tennis 
Spot: One singles, one doubles 
Coach: Mark Riley (2 nd season) 

Previous Accomplishments: Was 
selected to the AII-MIAA First 
Team in both his freshmen and 
sophomore seasons. 

Last week: Brown won one singles 
in two of the three matches over 
the weekend, defeating the player 
from Case Western 6-1, 7-5 on 
Saturday, and the player from 
Wisconsin-Whitewater 6-2, 6-1 
on Sunday. He and Cyrus Jadun 
K' I 0 teamed up to beat both of 
those teams in one doubles as well 
winning 8-3 and 8-4, respectively. ' 

Week 5 Sports Results 
214 
Men's Basketball: Kalamazoo 74, Adrian 
68 (ot) 
Women's Basketball: Alma 61, 
Kalamazoo 51 
217 
Men's Basketball: Hope 68, Kalamazoo 
58 
Women's Basketball: Hope 79, 
Kalamazoo 44 
Men's Swimming: Kalamazoo 177, 
Calvin 97 

Women's Swimming: Calvin 195, 
Kalamazoo 100 
Men's Tennis: Kalamazoo 8, Case 
Western I 
Men's Termis: Kenyon 8, Kalamazoo I 
Women's Tennis: Grand Valley 9, 
Kalamazoo 0 

2/8 
Men's Tennis: Kalamazoo 9, Wisconsin
Whitewater 0 
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Stumbling 
Upon 

the Intemet 
By AMANDA GEER 
Staff Writer 

Do you tire of starting 
up your Internet browser 
only to muddle through th~ 
same old lineup ofF acebook 
and K College Webmail? 
Craving something ne.w? 
Ever feel like you can't find 
good sites for the things 
you're interested in? Wantto 
find more information about 
a certain topic, but Google 
has failed you with results 
that are too broad or simply 
irrelevant? Well, search no 
mare - start Stumbling! 

Stumbling, you ask? 
Yes! Stumble Upon (http:// 
www.stumbleupon.com) is 
a Web site "that helps you 
discover and share Web 
sites with others who have 
similar interests." Instead of 
filtering through thousands 
of hits that correspond 

Continued on page 6 

NOW HERE: 
The Index onTIne at a new 
website! 

Check it out today ! 

Taiko Play for the Go Green! Rally Photo/Cody Musselman 

How to Change the World 
By ALLISON LAROSE 
News Editor 

On Thesday, Feb. 10, students 
may have witnessed a hwnan T-Shirt 
bus "driving" around Hicks Center. 
This set the tone for the GO! Green 
rally held in the Richardson Room, 
which about 50 students attended. 
The rally was organized by Professor 
Kim Cwnmings' How to Change 
the World class to raise awareness 
about their campaign which aims 
to bring more sustainable means of 
transportation to Kalamazoo. 

Speechesweremadebystudents 

Britta Seifert K' 12, Jonathan Posner 
K'12, and Genevieve Leet K'l1 
about !pe campaign, and there was a 
short presentation by a Metro Transit 
employee about the Kalamazoo bus 
system. 

In the opening speech, Seifert 
said, 'The GO! Green Campaign is 
bringing more sustainable means of 
transportation to K. As the second 
college in Michigan to sign the 
President's Carbon Commitment, 
this is a great opportunity to 
work toward reducing our carbon 

Continued on page 6 

Debate Over "Farms to K" Funding Rages On 
By MAENEWNUM 
StaffWriter 

Many students in the 
Farms to K organIzation joined 
the open Student Commission 
meeting on Monday, Feb. 16, to 
discuss the meaning of a bylaw 
that prevented Farms to K 
from receiving funding for the 
Winter Quarter. The diSCUSSIOn 
was tabled until next week. 

The interpretation of the 

bylaw is the issue at hand, with 
the two groups finditig different 
meaning of responsibility. 
Article 7.2.5 of the Student 
Commission bylaws states that a 
student organization "cannot be 
the responsibility of department 
of Kalamazoo College or pre
professional extensions thereof." 

Holly Anderson K'09, 
leader of the Farms to K, won 
the LaPlante ScholarshIp from 

. the Mary Jane Stryker Institute 
for Service-Learning (MJSISL). 
Because of this scholarship. 
Student Commission felt like 
Anderson was an employee of 
the MJSISL and that Farms to 
K has too close of a relationship 
WIth the Stryker Center. 

"Mary Jane is sort of the 
largest shareholder m that 
organization," Financial Director 
of Student Commission Alex 

Morgan said at the meeting, 
"And it's our thought that 
they take the bulk of that 
responsibility." Student 
Commission said that Farms to 
K falls outside of the realm of 
student organizations because 
of the scholarship and that it 
is a dependent of the Stryker 
Center. 

Anderson said in an 

Continued on page 5 

Up 'til Dawn Raises Funds IN THIS ISSUE 
By KAITLYN WALTER 
StaffWriter 

Last week, Up 'til Dawn held 
their annual letter-writing party to 
raise money for St Jude Children's 
Research Hospital. 

Up 'til Dawn is a student 
organization dedicated to raising 
funds and awareness about St 
Jude's dual causes of research and 
health care. Founded at K in 2005 by 
Jessie Wagner, a cancer survivor and 

Continued on page 5 Students at Work for St. Jude Photo/Kaidyn Walter 

OP-ED 
Consequences of a "Shopaholic" 

NEWS 
SIP Investigates Trow's Temperature 

FEATURES 
Weeklv HatJtJenin(Ts in StuComm 

ENTERTAINMENT 
Larry Fink's Photography at K 

SPORTS 
Winter StJorts Wind Down 

3 

4 

5 

7 

8 

. 



2 

Name: 
Dave Doss 

Hometown: 
Plainwell, 
MI 

Year: 
Freshman 

Major: 
English 

What S your 
favorite 

holiday and why? Lief Erikson Day 
because, well, he's a Viking. 

What s the best advice you 've ever received 
from afriends parent? "You guys wanna 
play dungeons and dragons?"-Mr.Duwalt. 
He then proceeded to tell us all ofhis tips 
and tricks. 

What s your absolute favorite ice cream 
topping? Peanut butter warmed up in the 
microwave. Just make sure that metal foil 
is off first. 

If you were a Pokemon. which would you 
be? I would be Wigglytuff'. Don't mess 
with me. 

What television sitcom best captures 
your life and why? "Will and Grace." No 
explanation needed. 

What is your favorite Wii game to play? 
Wii bowling. I rock that. 

If you were in a mystery box of chocolate. 
what would your filling bel? Coconut, 
probably. 

What is your favorite chore to do around 
the house? Waking up. 

Boxers or brieft? I'm a hybnd guy. 

What is the highlight of your opical day? 
David BOWle. 

Are there any scary movies out there that 
really messed you up? "Fire in the Sky" .. .! 
will never go to Arizona. 

- L)'Iulsay NI/yen K'l2 
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Softball Season Scrapped THE INDEX 
By ELLEN JILEK 
Staff Writer 

The 2009 Kalamazoo soflball season 
has officially been cancelled. 

"It is extremely unfortunate and 
upsetting that we have had to suspend this 
year's soflball seasou," wrote K athletic 
director Kristen Smith in an t}omail ''1 feel 
the most sony for the group of committed 
student athletes who will not have the 
opportunity to compete in their sport this 
year," she added 

The decision was made last Friday, 
Feb. 13, due to a low number of student 

Fnday. Ftlbruary20 
"The Ac:abeUos and 
PremIum Orange Wint&r 
Concert" 
Dalton @ 8:00 

~Et D )RSIII 
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Photo! Lindsey Kamen K'12 

athletes on the team. Smith attnbuted 
these low numbers to recent changes 
in the team's coaching staff and lack of 
consistency in recruiting. 

Though there won't be an official 
team this year, both Smith and head coach 
Mike Garoutte will be wolking with 
soflball athletes to continue their growth 
lIS a team and increase their soflball skills. 

And Smith is entirely dedicated to 
fielding a 20 10K soflball team. ' 'With the 
core group of committed athletes and a 
strong recruiting class, I anticipate soflball 
will return to the field better and stronger," 
she said 

~fj 
Monday. February 23 
"Appraisal Bias and tho 
HoUSIng Mor1<et" 
Dewing 103 (j) 7:00 

Wvawsday. February 2S 
"Janet Kauffman. 
Tr&sposs~' 
DeWl"'9 103@ 4:00 

·Bent: I-Unan Rights and 
the LG8T Community· 
Recltot Holt 4) 7:00 
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"Shopaholic" Movie Showcases Credit Abuse and Overt Materialism 
By EMILY HOMNICK 
Head Copy Editor 

The other day, I was sitting in a coffee 
shop downtown when I ovemeard an unsettling 
comment A middJ(}-aged man and his wife, 
obviously regulars, were greeted warmly by 
the barista. After their 1attes were prepared, the 
man retrieved his wallet from his coat pocket, 
pulled out his credit card, and handed it over. 
"Just doing my patriotic duty," he said 

The barista laughed politely, but I cringed 
Perhaps this man is an upstanding citizen who 
pays offhis credit card bills every single month. 
If he's like many other Americans, however, 
he's using money he doesn't have. It may be 
the American way, but it's not patriotic. 

As a student, I am all too fiuniliar with 
plastic dependency. At times I have stood in 
line to the cash register and !tied to justify using 
credit to purchase a new shirt because it s on 

sale or a CD because I should reward myself 
for doing so well in school. And for a moment, 
I convince myself that I deserve whatever 
material possession I want to claim as my own. 

Then, as I hesitantly slide the card through the 
magnetic strip reader, I nearly have a panic 
attack 

Against all of my feminist, anti
materialistic tendencies, I am particularly 
drawn to ads for clothing and beauty products. 
I guiltily purchase cosmetics knowing I am 
contnbuting to a multi-billion dollar industIy 
that perpetuates unrealistic standards for hoth 
men and women. Fwthermore, I occasionally 
purchase these products on credit; as the balance 
grows, so does my buyer's remorse. 

as"feel-good"isbaffiing. Withthe 
state of the economy, individuals 
who find themselves in situations 
in which they must put groceries 
or utilities on credit cannot relate 
to an on-screen actress whining 
over the bill for a Gucci bag. And 
when a low-income family is 
struggling to avoid foreclosure, 
surely they can't sympathize with 
a protagonist struggling to keep 
herself in Louboutin heels. 

The looming threat of loan 
payments soon after graduation 

, . 
silopAiiOUc 

111/ " 

Partly because I fear it will induce credit 
card anxiety, I will not be seeing "Confessions 
of a Shopaholic," starring Isla Fisher. The plot of 
the movie seems generic; a yOlUlg professional 
is addicted to shopping and finds redemption 
through a job at a financial magazine. And 
because the movie is being advertised as ''the 
feel-good movie of the year," I predict she 
is successful and .finds balance in her life so 
she can be both financially responsible and 
fashionable. Oh, and there's probably some 
contrived romance thrown in there, too. 

and a toughjobmruketareenough A "Shopaholic" Poster Counesy ofhttp://nitrolicious.com 
to scare most students away from 
tacking on to debt through credit card use. 
But popular culture encourages young people 
to indulge in shopping because they are told, 
despite the fact that they earn barely enough 
for groceries in minimum wage jobs, that 
they deserve it Though there is a strong anti
materialistic counter-<:ulture at K, students are 
drawn to the comfort of the many luxury goods 

So for now, I do my patriotic duty by 
keeping my credit card in my desk drawer 
rather than in my wallet I indulge in a latte 
every now and then not because I deserve 
it, but because L like the couple in the coffee 
shop downtown, really do enjoy fancy coffee 
beverages. I can reward myself without going 
overboard, and I don't need Isla Fisher to show 

That this newly released movie is described available through the U.S. mruket me how it's done. 

Will a Film Club Grace K's Campus? 
By ELLEN JILEK 
Staff Writer 

Ten years. That's how long it's been 
since Kalamawo College has had a film 
club. It seems illogical - almost every 
college, large or small, has this kind of 
a group. But there's actually more to this 
issue than you'd think. 

As way of introduction, I'm a first
year here at K College, and even I've 
noticed that we don't have a film club. 
So, fellow first-year Stewart Finnegan 
and I are looking to revive the group. 

Unfortunately, doing so is a bit 
complicated It wouldn't be the film club 
most have in mind: a group of people 
getting together, watching a movie, then 
discussing it Due to copyrighting issues, 
we don't have the ability to show feature 
films for entertainment pwposes. 

Without paying a large amount of 
money for the rights, that is - it can cost 
from $200 - $500 for the rights show 
individual films in public performance, 

and fines for showing films illegally can 
range from $750 - $30,000. Remember 
those warnings before every movie 
you've ever watched, telling you not to 
show this film in public? That's it 

So, this film club would be 
dedicated to alternate methods of 
appreciating film. There are some very 
viable options for what an alternatively 
structured K film club would do. Chief 
among these would be attending films 
already being shown on and around 
campus. Several of the SAC-sponsored 
Friday Nite Flicks look quite good: Milk, 
for example. 

Additionally, the nearby Little 
Theater on Western's campus shows 
films in conjunction with the KaIamawo 
Film Society once a month. Tickets 
cost five dollars and the movies look 
excellent The Rave .downtown is 
another option, and we could walk 
down there for midnight showings of 
movies - I myself am quite excited to 
see Watchmen in March. 

Another core part of this film 
club would be holding a film festival 
dedicated to showing student films. 

However, a K film club wouldn't 
have to entirely forgo film screenings. 
Most of the documentaries in our 
library's collection are free from the 
copyrighting strings attached to feature 
films and can be publicly performed 
for entertainment We could definitely 
watch some good documentaries as a 
group. And, Night Of The Living Dead 
is in the public domain; the club could 
have an armual Halloween showing! 

And, if and when this thing gets off 
the ground, we'll have some funding, 
maybe enough to get the rights for a 
few films throughout the year (sadly, 
we'd probably only get funding at the 
earliest in the next fall quarter). 

So, what do you think? Interested? 
If yes, please check out my new 
blog related to the group at httpj/ 
kcollegefilmclub.blogspotcom. Or 
(}-mail me at k08ejO l@kzoo.edu. 
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Senior's SIP Measures Temperature Irregularities in Trowbridge 
By CODY MUSSELMAN 
Staff Writer annoying little post-it notes. But most rooms 

responded very positively." 
zone. Nudell is considering developing a 
quick survey to see how many students open 
their windows regularly. 

successful. I'm happy with the data," 
concluded Nudell. 

Anyone who has a lived in Trowbridge 
might attest to the inconsistencies in 
heating and the discomfort they can cause. 
Thankfully, senior Tom Nudell has been 
focusing on the heating discrepancies in 
Trowbridge for his Senior Individualized 
Project (SIP). With help from Facilities 
Management (FacMan) and Trowbridge 
residents, Nudell has been able to collect 
data that will help make Trowbridge a more 
comfortable and efficient building. 

Nudell has discovered that there is a 
slight and steady ' temperature increase per 
floor from the bottom up. This is problematic 
because the heating system in Trowbridge 
is designed to evenly distribute heat. Steam 
is pumped into the basement and spread 
throughout the building. 

Nudell also hopes to do a small 
presentation for Trowbridge residents about 
the results and to better inform the students 
about how their dorm is heated. 

The participation of the Trowbridge 
residents was crucial to the execution of this 
project and Nudell would like to thank the 
residents for being so helpful. 

"Trow is the largest dorm on campus. 
It is also a dorm that I lived in and I knew 
about the temperature variation. It's kind of 
absurd about how off-balance the heating 
system is in Trow. I wanted to make it more 
comfortable. And by doing that you save a 
lot of energy," said Nudell. 

"If it were a balanced heating system 
all rooms should be more or less the same 
temperature," said Nudell. 

The rooms are divided into zones with 
the temperatures of only one room being used 
to regulate the entire zone. The temperatures 
seen on the controls at FacMan aren't actually 
descriptive of what's going on in the zone. 

''1t's not a perfect system," said Paul 
Manstrom,DirectorofFacilitiesManagement. 
''Tom's research will give us a better idea of 
where the hotspots are," he continued. 

''1t's a freshman hall and there needs to 
be a lot of education for students to know 
about heating," said Manstrom. 

Nudell's SIP has also given 
Trowbridge residents a better sense of 
which temperatures are too hot and too 
cold 

''1 think they have a better 
understanding of the temperatures in their 
room and of their own comfort level. 
Hopefully they'll be more conscious of 
conserving energy and at the end of this 
they'll be happier with the temperatures in 
their rooms," noted Nudell. 

The next step for Nudell is a little bit 
more data analysis and then he'll make 
recommendations for what FacMan might 
do. 
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For the past five weeks Trowbridge 
residents have been recording the 
temperatures of their rooms each day with 
small thermometers. In order to have as few 
gaps as possible in his data, Nudcll said he 
would occasionally " ... leave [ the residents] 

Nudell suspects that some students try 
to regulate their own temperature by opening 
their windows. Opening windows not only 
wastes considerable amounts of heat but also 
confuses the temperature sensors in a given "Overall I'd say it's been very A Thermometer Photo/Colleen Lawrence 

"4 and Forever" Event Provides Networking Opportunity for Students 

By EMILY HOMNICK 
Head Copy Editor 

Congratulations to sophomores 
who recently declared a major! 
So now your future is set in stone, 
right? Definitely not! Kalamazoo 
College sophomores are invited to 
attend a unique "4 and Forever" 
event on Thesday, Feb. 24 at 5:30 
P.M. entitled "Now that you've 
declared your major, pursue your 
passion!" 

Three alunmi will speak about 

the flexibility 
and value of 
a liberal arts 
degree and the 
importance 
of connecting 
with the 
Kalamazoo 
College 
community. 

Eve n t 
speaker 

Doug Gordon K'97, a doctor of 
chiropractic medicine in Battle 
Creek, is well known for his 
support of athletics. Students may 
also recognize Jim vanSweden 
K'73, Director of College 
Communications, and Angela 
Gross K'93, Assistant Director at 
the Center for International Studies, 
both of whom caD be seen around 
campus regularly. 

According to Sandy Dugal, 
Interim Associate Director for the 
Kalamazoo College Fund, these 

three alunmi "all give back to 
K in different ways and have an 
enthusiasm for K they like to share 
with the community." 

Sophomores are encouraged 
to use the event as a networking 
opportunity. But just as students 
can benefit greatly from contact 
with alunmi, they can also learn 
how to give back to the college. 
The "4 and Forever" program 
encourages students to consider the 
role of philanthropy in the college's 
operation. 

"Students in the past have said 
the program title sounds like a jail 
term," said Dugal, who hopes that 
students will view "4 and Forever" 
not as an obligation, but as a 
priority. 

The program is a collaboration 
of the Kalamazoo College Fund and 
A1unmi Relations, which together 
serve as one of the three sowtes of 
revenue for the college (in addition 
to tuition and the Endowment 

Fund). The program is crucial for 
the general infrastructure of K, 
said Dugal, because "tuition alone 
doesn't keep the lights on." 

Despite its philanthropic 
underpinnings, the main focus of 
this event, which occurs in the 
Olmsted room and features free 

pizza, refreshments, and a gifi for 
all sophomores in attendance, is 
connecting students with alunmi. 
With the help of three accomplished 
alunmi speakers, students can see 
how a major at K doesn't limit one's 
career path, but serves as a valuable 
tool that opens many new avenues. 

IGREEN TEA PAR 
Thursday Feb 1 Qi\ 4 PM 
Humphrey Hou Lounge 

FeatUring two ENVS SIP pr entation.: 
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StuComm 
Briefs 

By MAE NEWNUM 
Staff Writer 

At the Week 7 Student 
Commission meeting, issues 
including bylaws, K students' 
drinking, and triathlons were 
discussed. 

First issue raised was 
Farms2K's request for 
a conversation about a 
particular bylaw that led to 
the organization being denied 
funding. Talks will continue 
next week at a Financial 
Policy Committee meeting. 

The committees reported 
the following : 

- Latin Dance club was 
approved as a new student 
organization. 

- An ongoing look at how 
efficient the Index newspaper 
is will have results in a week 
or two. 

- The Alcohol Task Force 
is looking to discuss policies 
based off ofthe CORE survey 
results. 

- The Athletic Committee 
is beginning to think about 
the Spring Quarter triathlon. 

- Experiment Education 
is excited about the Career 
Center's new Career 
Professional Developments 
program. 

- Campus Forum and 
Campus Survey are both 
going according to their 
respective plans. 

Student Commission 
meetings are Monday nights 
at 9 P.M. in Hicks room 
111 and open to the student 
body. 

Scholarship Prompts Funding Issue for "Farms to K" 
Continued from page 1 

interview before the meeting 
that her scholarship doesn't fund 
Farms to K. "It covers my rent, 
my groceries, things like that," 
Anderson said. "The scholarship 
is a civic engagement scholarship 
so part of it involves my leading 
Farms to K, but Farms to K does 
not receive an set amount of 
funds from Mary Jane." Farms to 
K has received funds from Mary 
Jane Stryker, but not as part of 
this scholarship, and any student 
organization can apply for those 
funds. 

Morgan explained before the 
Commission's meeting that he 
believes the Student Commission 
is doing best by following their 
interpretation of the constitution. 

"We're enforcing our structural 
documents and we're going to 
work within the frame of those 
documents," Morgan said. 

At the Commission meeting, 
Rob Foley K'09 of Farms to K 
stated their following. requests: 

"We're requesting 
clarification of the bylaw ... 
Specifically, we would like to ask 
what is meant by responsibility, 
a clarification about that." 

• "We would like to 
request a constructive dialogue 
with Student Commission about 
ways that student organization 
can generally plan their group 
structure and activities to satisfy 
the concerns of the bylaw - the 
spirit of the bylaw." 

• "We want to request 

that when the decision is made 
by Financial Policies Committee 
to not fund a student organization 
or their decision to recommend 
that in the budget to the general 
Student Commission assembly 
that there is more of a general 
assembly overview of that 
decision. I'm not sure of what 
degree that actually did occur this 
quarter, but it is a concern we have 
- especially that it is made very, 
very clear that the organization 
has the ability to come before the 
general assembly, and not just 
the committee, to articulate their 
case and to have those issues 
worked out." 

Patrick Tanis, president of 
Student Commission, moved to 
table the issue after explaining 

what he thought was the best 
plan of action for Farms to K. 

"Often when appeals are 
made like this, it's dealt within 
the pertinent committee," 
Tanis said. "We can discuss 
this again, but I think it would 
be best if this conversation 
continued with the Financial 
Policies Committee and also 
maybe have the Constitutional 
Integrity Committee involved 
as well, given their expertise on 
the bylaws and history as far as 
interpretations. " 

Farms to K will meet with 
the Financial Policies Committee. 
on Monday, Feb. 23, and, if need 
be, the Student Commission 
meeting will further discuss this 
particular bylaw'S meaning. 

K College Suppoqs St. Jude's Children's Hospital 
Continued from page 1 

K alum, the group is now run by 
an executive board of six students: 
Maegan Connochie K'09, Kaitlin 
Weeks K'll, Amanda Kanter 
K'09, Jim Nast K'09, Barret 
tv1ueller K' 10, and Chris Connolly 
K'll. 

About 50 students showed up 
during the five-hour event in the 
Fine Art Building's lobby, which 
was soon abuzz with chatter and 
laughter as students wrote letter 
after letter. The well-organized 
event was run smoothly by the six 
board members of Up 'til Dawn, 
working in tandem to sign people 
up, give infonnation, announce 
raffie wmners, and collect and 
stamp piles of letters. 

During the event, Up 'til 
Dawn brought back Wagner 
to speak about her experiences 
with St Jude's. Her speech gave 
students a better idea of whom 
they were helping. 

"It may seem farfetched to 
illIderstand why we raise money 
for families in Memphis, [but] .. .l 

wouldn't be standing here in front 
of you without St Jude Children's 
Research Hospital," Wagner said to 
the students. 

As she said, St. Jude's Research 
Hospital costs 1.3 
million dollars 
per day to run; 
they need a lot of 
support because 
they don't charge 
families who 
don't have health 
insurance. The 
hospital also pays 
for parents' travel. 
housmg, and food. 

common form of childhood cancer, 
from four to 94 percent. 

Last year, Up 'til Dawn raised 
just under $4,000 for St Jude's. 
Their goal this year is $10,000, and 

But St.Jude's 
is ultimately a 
research hospital, 
focusmg60percent 
on research and 40 
percent on health 
care. Since 1962, 
it has raised the 
patient sunival 
rate of acute 
lymphoblastic 
leukemia, the most Students During Lmer Writing Campaign 

they feel they're likely to reach 
it with the support students have 
been showing. 

It looks like they'll be 
successful. This year Up 'til Dawn 

Photo/Kaidyn Walter 
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GO! Green Campaign Encourages Use of City's Bus System 
Continued from page 1 

emissions." 
ThIs is the second year for the How 

to Change the World Class, a COlUSe which 
focuses on sustainability and campaigning. 
Whilestudentsreadand leamaboutgrassroots 
empowerment inside the classroom, they 
organize and implement a campaign outside 
it Last year, the class implemented the "8 in 
'08" campaign which encouraged students 
to completely shut down their computers 
to save 8% of the college's daily energy 
consumption. The money from these energy 
savings was then invested in alternative 
energy for the college. 

The campaign is subdivided into two 
parts. The first is the "GO! green to go home" 
campaign which focuses on ride-sharing for 
Kalamazoo staff, faculty, and students. The 
second is the "GO! green to go ou!," which 
focuses on use of the Metro Transit bus system 
around Kalamazoo. 

nearly all K students have never ridden the 
bus because of stigmas and habits. Vanderkley 
stressed that buses are very easy to use 
and travel to several convenient locations 
in Kalamazoo. To make riding the bus 
convenient for students, Hicks Center may 
soon have tokens available for purchase at the 
Union Desk. Later in the campaign, the class 
will be holding a ''March to the Bus" event 
which is a free opportunity for students to get 
off campus and get comfortable with riding 
the bus. 

leaders. It isn't enough for us to make wise 
consumer decisions. We need to facilitate 
programs [like this one 1 or we won't be able 
to save the planet in time in my opinion." 

A Web site sold to the college by a private 
organization will implement the "GO! green to 
go home" campaign which will allow members 
of the Kalamazoo College community to 
connect with one another and find rides and 
riders to places like Detroit and Chicago. This 
will make saving gas and money and lowering 
carbon dioxide emissions easier. 

The How to Change a World class 
shows the college and the larger Kalamazoo 
community that a sma1I grassroots 
movement can have a huge impact 

This year several different campaigns 
were considered, including an initiative 
for better insulation in campus donns and 
a compost pile for food waste from the 
cafeteria In the end though, the class decided 
that these were already being addressed by 
other people and that this campaign would 
be more effective in curbing carbon dioxide 
emissions. 

."1 chose this campaign because 1 
thought that it would have the most benefits 
for students across the board, the most 
effective for reducing carbon dioxide, and 
the best for creating community," said 
Alexandra Sachnoff K '11, a student in the 
How to Change the World Class. 

Zach Holden K '12, another member 
of the class, said, 'This campaign increases 
connection with community, connectJons 
with each other, and makes it easier to travel 
around" 

The How to Change a World Class needs 
$1500 to buy the services for the Web site. 
So far the class has raised $460 in donations 
from stafi; faculty, and students. Dean Sarah 
Westfa1l promised to match the class when 
they reach $750 with a gift of the same amount 
The Web site is expected to be up and running 
by 8'" Week at the latest. 

Kelly VanderkJey, the Marketing 
Coordinator for Metro Transit, came to the 
rally to talk about the "GO! green to out" 
campaign. She gave a brief tutorial about how 
to ride buses and the services that the company 
provides. Annually, Metro Transit buses in 
Kalamazoo give their customers 1.8 million 
miles of service. All of their buses run on ultra 
low-sulfur biodiesel and they are lookmg at 
exhaust filtration systems for the future that 
will eliminate almost all emissions. 

Although there are three bus stops right 
next to the K campus, a survey showed that 

Emily Walker K 'II, a TeachingAssistant 
for the How to Change the World Class, said 
that the rally was very successful. 'We got 
about 90 new signatures for the GO! Green 
Statement of Support and passed out at least 
as many "Ride Guides" to the Kalamazoo 
bus system during the one-hour rally," she 
said, ''The negative was that while no one has 
class from 11 :30-12:30 on Tuesdays, that is 
when everyone eats lunch." 

Student Emily Engel K' 12 said, "I 
thought we carried it out really well. It was 

°an interesting means of publicity." She is 
concerned, however, about who the rally 
appealed to. ''Most of the people who attended 
were mends of mends." 

Professor Kim Cununings, when asked 
about the rally said, ''My students bring lots 
of skills of how to make things like this rally 
successful and get people behind it." He 
stressed that aU previous movements toward 
sustamability on campus, while supported by 
faculty and staff, have been student -driven. 

Cummings said, ''The world need 

Stumble Upon Offers Alternatives to Homework and Google 
~ Continued from page 1 

to a few keywords (ie: the 
Google searching way), the 
StumbleUpon system only 
presents Web sites that other 
StumbleUpon users have 
approved and are tailored to 
each individual user's interests. 
Adding to its efficiency, the 
entire project ig "community 
based" and boasts 7,086,048 
members. 

Upon registration, users 
are brought to· a page to 
"manage their interests," 

which include such· diverse 
selections as activism, cats, 
and teen parenting. Upon 
clicking the "Stumble" 
button, StumbleUpon scours 
the Internet to find Web sites 
that correspond "to the user's 
selected interests. 

StumbleUpon will then 
present the user with a Web 
page that it thinks the user will 
like based on the information 
provided on his or her 
"interests" page. Users can 
then give this page and every 

page afterward a "thumbs up" 
or "thumbs down." Pages that 
are given a "thumbs up" are 
saved in the user's "Favorites" 
to be reviewed at leisure. 

Pages given a "thumbs 
down," however, are given four 
self-explanatory parameters -
''Not For Me," "Stumbled This 
Before," "Too Much Like This 
Lately," and "Block Web site". 

The Stumbling doesn 't stop 
there! Users can also Stumble 
"news items" or through 
certain interests only, such as 

"Media," which includes such 
subtopics as "Comic Books" 
and "Journalism." 

Keeping in step with 
StumbleUpon's community-
based philosophy, 
StumbleUpon users can 
make friends with other 
StumbleUpon users and share 
Web sites they find interesting. 
Sharing websites isn't limited 
to only StumbleUpon users. 
Interesting pages can also be 
sent to a friend's e-mail address. 
Additionally, each Web site can 

be reviewed so that the rest of 
the StumbleUpon community 
can decide if the Web site is 
something they like. 

So, if ever you feel like 
Google has failed you, or that 
you really shouldn ~ be wasting 
those extra hours finishing 
your 12-page research paper, 
StumbleUpon will never let 
you down. Tailored specifically 
to the real you, StumbleUpon 
will delight you time after time 
by bringing you the Internet's 
finest. 
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Award-Winning Poet Bob Hicok Fills Olmsted With Michigan Humor 
By MARNI NEWELL 
Contributor 

Bob Hicok, the award
winning self-taught poet from 
suburban Detroit, sympathized 
with his audience Wednesday 
night in the Olmsted Room 
packed shoulder-to-shoulder with 
local community members and 
Kalamazoo College students and 
faculty. "If it's any consolation 
to those who are here because 
they have to be," he said, "I hate 
poetry readings. 1 can't focus on 
the poetry." 

named for the gene that has been 
linked to cancer, BRCA-I, Hicok 
describes a woman who has the 
gene and then imagines she's had 
a mastectomy and her ovaries 
removed: "The faux breasts and 
egg sacs are gone." He talks 
about her 

by talking about how awkward 
that space of time is. In one such 
instance, he discussed his hatred 
for the debate over the current 
"stimulus package" and said of 
President Obama, "I hope for 
Michelle Obama he does have a 

in his descriptions because he 
isn't trying to please anyone. In 
the same poem about a woman's 
cancer, his line "I have no reason 
to use the word cancer while 
petting a dog" reverberates with 
simplicity and strikes a common 

emotion. 
"novaries" 
as she blow 
dries her hair. 

"As he describes it, his poems are 'records of 

a moment, , and the moment in which he wrote 

Hicok 
doesn't extend 
himself beyond 
what he can 
accurately 
describe, and 

He waits in 
the bedroom, it is as important as the subject matter. " 
petting his 

a favorite among the Kalamazoo 
audience; it was perfectly timed 
for the snowy Wednesday night. 
Michigan, Hicok says, has a 
February that is 13 months long, 
which explains why "'What did 
we do?' is the state motto." 

Hicok said he rarely writes 
more than one draft of a poem. 
As he describes it, his poems are 
"records of a moment," and the 
moment in which he wrote it is as 
important as the subject matter. 

Hicok's refreshing 
perspective on poetry lends itself 
to poems that are simple yet true Lucky for everyone in 

attendance, his poetry was 
interesting enough to focus on. As 
VisitingAssistant Professor Glenn 
Deutsch said in his introduction, 
Hicok's short but dense poetry is 
"serious funny." 

dog, and says, "I would not 
dry my hair in such a moment, 
but I'm bald." In nearly all of 
Hicok's poetry, if the audience is 
unsure whether or not to laugh, 
it's probably safe to laugh. 

stimulus package." K-College 
Writer-in-Residence and English 
Department faculty Di Seuss 
shouted back, "Oh he does, 
Bob!" 

this leads to concise, sincere 
poetry that induces both chuckles 
and serious thought. In his poem 
"Lost American in Paris" he 
describes following a wandering 
violin player before exclaiming, 
"I felt doctors had replaced my 
heart with a kitten." 

to complex human emotions -,. 
and never void of humor. His 
quirky poetry reading provided 

In one poem about and 

Hicok succeeded in being 
just as entertaining in the 
awkward space between poems 

His poetry, never pretentious 
or abstract, utilizes images and 
metaphors that are accessible 
without being cliche. He is honest His poem about Michigan was 

the perfect moment for the 
Kalamazoo College community 
to be inspired amid the 13-month- .... 
long Michigan winter. 

World Class Photographer .Lany Fink Photographs Like a Frog 
By COLLEEN LAWRENCE 
Features Editor 

Larry Fink refused to go up to the 
podium and present. Instead, the world
renowned photojournalist strolled the main 
aisle, greeting members of his audience, 
asking them how they were, commenting on 
the lack of parking. 

Monday, Feb. 16 marked Fink's second 
visit to Kalamazoo. The Kalamazoo Institute 
of Art invited Fink to participate in the West 
Michigan Area Show on Feb. 28, and the 
representative from the Institute said they 
were looking for someone "really world 
class" when they picked Fink. 

Fink was introduced by long-time 
friend and fellow photographer, Gary 
Ciadella, of Kalamazoo. Ciadella spoke 
of Fink's farm, "Larry's World," which he 
found to be definitive of Larry himself; the 
farm is located in Pennsylvania and contains 
"peacocks, guinea hens, goats-an emu, was 
it?--and a menagerie of cats, 18, I believe." 

Ciadella went on to describe Fink as a 
photographer who thrives on ''being in the 
moment, not in or of the moment. He is the 
moment." 

The presentation in Connable Recital 
Hall included photos from Larry's time 
on the 2008 campaign trail, a MET gala 
and photos from one of his books, entitled 
Somewhere There's Music. While some 
photos passed quickly, every once and a 
while a light would come across Fink's face 
and he'd yell, "Go back!" 

He'd stop and take several minutes to 
explain his thought process before he took 
the photo: the event, the elements of the 
scene, what drew him to it, be it the rippl~ 
in a flag dr the shiny baldness of a man's 
head. 

This past summer, Fink covered both 
Hillary and Obama's campaign for Vanity 
Fair. He has been working for the magazine 
for quite some time and describes his work 
as "just stuff Annie Leibovitz would not 
touch." 

Fink spoke of his time on both 
campaigns, and took time to comment on 
the majority of the photos, especially those 
of Hillary Clinton. 

"I'm a mean guy. That face, 1 didn't 
put it on here, that's how really she looks," 
said Fink of a particularly dashing photo of 

Clinton. His opinion of 
Hillary seems to extend 
to all Clintons: ''There's 
Bill, looking like an 
Italian sausage." 

Fink was the 
only photographer 
on the campaign trail 
who did not use film, 
which speaks to his 
opinion of the continual 
advancement of 
technology. 

"Film photos flash 
in your brain. Digital 
flashes for you. Give it 
up, this digital stuff," 
Fink said. 

Most of Fink's 
photos are of a 
serious nature, but his 

... 

... 

presentation was not. Press Bqure an Obama Speech Courtesy of Vanity Fair -Fink continually bounced around, waving Fink opened the floor for questions. An 
his arms, making noises. "I photograph like audience member, interested in pursuing a 
a frog!" he exclaimed while jumping up and career in photography, asked how he did it. 
down and ribbiting. ''You have to be tough, and you have to -J" 

Towards the end of the presentation, be obsessed to do it," said Fink. 
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THIS WEEK IN SPORTS 
Winter Sports' Wrap-Up 
By JESSICA MAAS 
Sports Editor 

Courtesy ofSreve Wideen 

Henry McCain K'09 

Each of the four Hornet teams has 
something to prove this weekend as conference 
play comes to an end. 

The swimming and diving teams begin 
their three-<Iay MlAA Townament on Friday, 
and on Sunday MlAA champions will be 
determined. 

On the men's side, the Hornets (7-1, 4-1 
MlAA) have lost only one conference match: 
a 191-141 concession to Hope onJanuazy 21~. 
They have won their other four MlAA meets, 
and currently hold the season's best times in 
the conference for 11 of the 22 events. Bobby 
Dekker K'09, Ryan Booms K'09, Paul Ellis 
K'10, and Craig FJemingK'lI each hold two 
these times, and the Hornets also have the 
season time for three of the four relays. 

"We obviously want to win and 1 think 
we have a very good shot," said Dan Kovacs 
K'09. "We want to come out with national 
qualifying times and make a statement We're 
in a good situation to win it" 

The women's team (4-4, 3-2 MlAA) 
has won four of their six conference matches, 
losing only to Hope and Calvin. Katie Stefl 
K'09 holds three of the season's best times for 

the conference, Katy Knoechel '09 holds one, 
and the 800 free relay team of Stefl, Christine 
Lewis K'12, Knoechel, and Katie Grue K'12 
holds one as well. 

"We're looking forward to having a great 
meet, there should be a lot of personal bests," 
said Stefl. ''I think everyone is ready to swim 
fast and show what we've been working and 
training hard for all season." 

NCAAID Championships for both teams 
will be held Mar. 18-21 in Minneapolis, MN. 

Going into Wednesday night's game, 
the men's basketball team (8-14, 4-8 MlAA) 
sits in sixth place in the conference, but has 
the opportunity to overtake both Olivet (lO-
13,5-7 MlAA) and Adrian (8-14, 5-7 MlAA) 
with this week's play. 

''We still have a shot of hosting a home 
game and to do 1hat we need to win both games 
this week," said head coach Rob Passage. 
''We're excited about this week, really not 
looking past Saturday." 

Henry McCain K'09 leads the league 
in overall field goal percentage (.505) and is 
second in average steals (\.83). The Hornets 
are second in the league in both the steals and 
turnover margin categories, with 8.18/game 
and +3.00/game, respectively. 

Calvin (16-6,11-1 MlAA) currently sits 
in first place in the league. The Hornets face 
Trine (6-17, 2-10 MlAA) and Calvin this 
week Townament seeds will be determined 
following Saturday's matches, and MlAA 
Townament play begins next Wednesday and 
ends next Saturday. 

'The good thing for us is 1hat we have 
been playing better," said Passage, "and 1 
think 1hatno matter who or where we play in 
the first round we have a legitimate chance of 
making it to the weekend." 

The women's basketball team (0-21, 0-14 
MlAA) plays atAdrian (13-9, 6-8 MlAA) and 
Saint Mary's (14-9, 12-3 MlAA) this week 
in their last games of the regu1ar conference 
season. 

Kalamazoo sits in third-place in the 
conference for rebounding defense, allowing 
opponents an average of 37.1 rebounds per 
game. Nyemade Cooper K' 1 0 leads the 
league in average points (152), and is second 

in average rebounds (8.9), average blocked 
shots (1.62), average offensive rebounds 
(4.67), and average minutes played (3529). 
Courtney Kaplan K'lI leads the league in 

outcome of their games, and will therefore 
not compete in the MlAA Townament. The 
townament begins Tuesday. 

average assists (3.76), 3-pt r__-----------------, 
field goals made (2.29/game), 
and average minutes played 
(36.65). 

The team sits in last place 
overall in the conference. 
Hope (20-1, 13-1 MlAA) 
leads the MlAA. 

The Hornets will be 
unable to surpass eighth-place 
Olivet (7-16, 3-11 MlAA) 
this week regardless of the 

Katie Stefl K'09 Courtesy ofSreve Wideen 

Hornet of the Week 

Courtesy of Sports lnfonnation 

Compiled by Jessica Maas 

Name' Ryan Clark 
Year: Sophomore 
Sport: Basketball 
Height: 6'3" 
Coach: Rob Passage (7'" season) 

Last Week: Clark led the Hornet with 
18 points on 5-of-9 shooting and had 
9 rebounds in a 70-65 win at Olivet on 
Wednesday, February 11. He also had 
18 pomts on Saturday, along with two 
rebounds and two steals in a home loss 
against Albion. 

Head Coach Rob Passage said: 
"I thought Ryan had a great week, 
especially in the game against Olivet. 
Not only did he do a fantastic job 
scoring baskets for us in the second half, 
but also reboWlding. The thing I've been 
most pleased with with him in the last . 
few weeks has been his defense. 

Week 6 Sports Results 
2111 
Men's Basketball: Kalamazoo 70, Olivet 
65 
Women's Basketball: Albion 66, 
Kalamazoo 38 

2114 
Men's Basketball: Albion 78, 
Kalamazoo 70 
Women's Basketball: Anderson 66, 
Kalamazoo 51 
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A Look Inside the Cavern 

Tuition on the 
Rise Despite 
Governor's 
Suggestions 
By MAENEWNUM 
StaffWriter 

Michigan Governor 
Jennifer Granholm asked public 
colleges and universities to 
freeze tuition dwing the next 
academic year in her State of 
the State address on Feb. 3 in 
Lansing. 

"As we accelerate our push 
to get more kids to college, we 
cannot have them priced out of 
the market by tuition increases," 
Gov. Granholm said "} am 
asking Michigan's universities 
and community colleges to 
freeze tuition for the next 
academic year. No tuition hikes 
during this year of economic 
crisis." 

As a private instifution, K 
does not receive state funding. 
Cwrently, after financial aid is 

Continued on page 5 

Students React to New Cavern Space 

Photo/Sara Whalen 

By CODY MUSSELMAN 
Staff Writer 

Some major changes have been 
taking place in the cavern this quarter. 
For the past few weeks the cavern has 
been "Under Construction," as a sign in 
the entrance warns. Walls were stripped 
of their decorations and furniture was 
pushed away from the walls, as the space 
was painted in a new color palette. 

"The first week the paint went on 
the walls there was a lot of anxiety," said 
Chaplain Elizabeth Candido. ''Now that 
the paint is up I've heard a lot of positive 

A Cappella in Action! 

things," she continued. 
When choosing the color pallet and 

new furniture, the chaplain and student 
chaplains wanted to create a cozy and 
friendly space where students can be 
comfortable and not be stressed. 

added, "1 think it's difficult to get 
used to at first, but once you're in the 
space for long enough, it really feels 
homey." 

Differing opinions about the 
changes in the Cavern decor and what 
it mayor may not symbolize are varied 
amongst the students on campus. 

"1 think it elicits a mood of relaxation 
and calm, peace and serenity. 1 think the 
light-blue paint really lightens up the 
whole place," said student chaplain Will 
Cheatham K' II. 

"It still feels a bit too open. Before 
the renovation it felt really cozy," 
said student chaplain Sarah A1lweiss
Rosenbaum K'II. "1 think some people don't like the 

changes, but 1 have a feeling that that 
itself will change over time." Cheatham 

"While under construction it 

Continued on page 7 

Photo/Mae Newnwn 

Singing for Charity 
By MAE NEWNUM 
StaffWrite.r 

The two Kalamazoo College A Cappella 
groups, The Acabellas and Premium Orange: 
performed for a packed Dalton Theater on 
Friday, February 20, and helped raise money 
for Unite for Sight. 

"It was a great concert with lots of variety," 
Connie Fernholz K'1I said, "despite the fact 
that there were no seats left." 

Before the performance and during 
intermission, Unite for Sight collected 
donations in the lobby. Unite for Sight hopes 

Continued on page 10 

Playwriting Festival Kicks Off IN THIS ISSUE 
By COLIN KING 
Staff Writer 

Weeks 8 and 9 the Dungeon is hosting a 
festival of plays written by professionals and 
students, directed by students, and starring 
students. While theatre department heads 
oversee the entire festival, students are in 
charge of picking plays, organizing them, 
casting, directing, acting, and ill a few cases, 
writing. Senior Theater majors are directing 
and writing plays as part of their SIPs. 

"1 think the process of developing new 
work, through readings and productions is 

Continued on page 11 Play Rehearsal Photo/Kim Upstill 
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Name: 
Kelsey 
Joachim 

Hometown: 
St. Clair, 
MichIgan 

Year: 
Sophomore 

Major: 
HDSR 

Did you collect anything when you 
were little? Well I had about 15 glass 
Cinderella plates. They had different 
scenes and everything! 

What IS your favorite object on the 
playground? I like swings the best. 

Have you ever won a contest? I really 
don't think I have. That's disappointing. 

Have you ever peed your pallls? Actually, 
yes. I went to open my dryer and a mouse 
jumped out of the dryer. It was for sure 
trying to attack me. 

Would you rather swim in pudding or 
jello? Definitely jello. Pudding is thick 
and weird. Jello feels cool. 

Are there any words YOIl don ~ like? I 
don't like moist, it's weird. Then there's 
fork, trying saying that a few times. Ew. 

How do you feel about the boots with the 
fur? That's a mom song. All mom's Jove 
it. 

What satisfies )'0111' midnight munchies? 
I eat anything. Chips. Particularly Lays 
Ruffles, but only the big ruffles. 

Would you rather have a permanent 
mllstache orforever missing eyebrows? I 
would be eyebrow-less. No. Yes. Well, I 
don't want a mustache. 

Favorite Disnel' movie? Fern Gulley. It's 
about the fairies in the ram forest. 

If you could be MADE, what you be made 
into? A motocross racer 

- Lyndsay Nuyen K'I2 
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Letter from the Editors 
Dear Index Readers, 

As always, we appreciate your 
picking up The Index. In an effort 
to increase our readershIp and 
accessibility, in addition to adding 
an interactive component, we invite 
you to visit our new website, www. 
kzooindex.com, accessible via a link 
located on the intranet page. 

The new site allows readers to 
comment on stories, building threads 
to forge a campus-wide dialogue, 
our ultimate goal in publishIng the 

newspaper each week. Further, the 
site allows for students studying 
abroad, families of current K students 
and alumni living allover the globe 
to keep their finger on our campus's 
always lively pulse. 

So, log on and let us know wp,at 
you think! 

Pleasant Reading, 
TJ & Mary 

When Walls Have Ears 
COM?;/ec/ by Mary B. Corc..oran 

Study Abroad Dreams 
Guy to Group: What if it was like 
Eurotrip and I got a chick IOOmmate? 
Overlreard by POPPiNS ill the Cafeteria 

And Supersize It! 
Kid to parents: I want mac and cheese ... 
with fries. I don't want a healthy option. 
Overlreard by Owl at a Bennigans 

Changing the World One Finger 
Painting at a TIme 

Girl: Can you do kindergarten Teach for 
Anreri~?~IthinklwoWdrock 

in that 
Overlreard ill Owl in Biggby s 

WaterproofMicroblogging 
Girl to Group: All I know is he was 
twittering in the shower. 
Overlreard in Biggbys 

_Or Somdhing 
Woman to Friend: You can't see that? I 
can see that with my eyes closed! 
Overlreard onAcademy 

Finding Jesus All Over Again 
A:. What action figure? 
B: Jesus. Yeah, I figured as long as I have 
found Jesus I might as well put him in 
jello ... 
Overlreard in FAB by AriMonster 

THE INDEX 
Exemtive Editors 

Mary B. Corcoran 
TJ Kosinski 

Editorial Staff 
Komal Chughtai, Photography Editor 
Allison DeJonghe, Advertising Editor 
Emily Homnick. Head Copy Editor 

Jessica Maas, Sports Editor 
Elizaheth Porter, FW14m Editor 

Joseph Schafer. Entataillment Editor 
Toni Skalican, NaPS Editor 
Sara Whalen, iAyot<t Editor 

CopyEtlit= 
Amanda Geer, Allie Jacobs, Ellen Jilek. 
Sindhura Kompdlo. Collen Lawrence, 
Lyndsay Nuyen, Alana O'Reilly. Jillian 

Regal. Allie Semperger & Lindsey Wilson 

The Index encourages reader response 
in the form oflencrs to the editor. The Index 
reserves the right to edit for clarity. length, 
grammar and libel, Also reserved is the right 
to not print letters to the editor or to print 
them in their entirety. Signed letters arc prc
ferred. but unSigned letters dealing with sen
sirivc issues wiJI be accepted and printed at 
the discretion of the Editorial Board. 

Letters should be submitted via (-mail 
by midnight on the Sunday before the issue in 
which they arc to appear. Please contact The 
lndex with any further issues or inqUiries. 

Please keep letters to 300 words or fewer. 
The Index makes no endors~ment of the 

points of view and opinions expressed in ar
ticles or letters appearing within itS page:s. All 
opmions are: work of the: authors. 

Photo/Kaiclyn Walter K'09 Submit for Photo of the Week to 
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The Melting Snow Unearths Cigarette Butts Everywhere 
By JORDAN RICKARD 
Staff Writer 

After a long Michigan winter, the first wave 
of warmer weather usually brings blossoming 
trees, budding flowers, and fresh spring air. 
However, the first thaw this February unearthed 
thousands of cigarette butts. For decades, the 
temptation to hear a cigarette sizzle in a pile of 
pw-e white snow has caused problems for facility 
management at colleges. Why was this year 
worse than usuaJ? Did Johnny Cigaretteseed 
stroll in front of Hicks, Upjohn Library, and all 
the dorms? No; an idealized smoking policy 
was implemented, but not enforced. 

The National Health Interview Survey 
reported in 2002 that 22.5% (45.8 million) of 
the adult population smoked or had smoked 
a cigarette within the last 30 days. 50.1 % of 
adults admitted to having smoked cigarettes at 
one point in their lives. Yet these are smokers 
are from a different era where the dangers of 
smoking were either not widely discussed, or 
were simply ignored. Current smoking policies 
appear to be an attempt to stamp out smokers 
on college campuses. In spite of these policies 
and the heavily funded antismoking media 
campaigns, the Tobacco Technical Assistance 

ConsoI1ium reported in 2005 that an estimated 
30% of college students smoke or have smoked 
within the last 30 days. 

If this statistic is close to the current 
number of smokers at Kalamazoo College, it 
would mean that approximately 400 cigarette 
smokers are being forced to put their butts in 
only a handful of cigarette receptacles across 
the campus. This would seem natural that the 
issue to be resolved is the mass congestion 
surrounding these locations before and after 
classes. Instead, the concern is the myriad of 
littered cigarettes surrounding the locations that 
had proper disposal areas less than a year ago. 

of cigarettes. While many of these areas are 
seemingly inconvenient, proper enforcement 
might be able to relegate smokers there 
through consistent chastisement However, 
with only a couple security guards on duty at 
any given time, and smokers being dispersed 
throughout all the dorms and most of the 
buildings during the course of the day, this job 
becomes an unfeasible task. 

Kalama:roo College's new smoking policy 
restricts smokers from smoking within 20 feet 
of buildings and 20 feet of occupied walkways. 
The plan was to create designated smoking 
areas so that traffic would be able to move 
easier, second hand smoke could be contained 
to certain areas, and of course, cigarette butts 
would no longer litter the areas surrounding 
buildings and usuaJ smoker hangouts. Out of 
sight, out of mind. 

Aside from massively expanding the 
school's security force, the remaining option is 
to coax smokers into these areas of their own 
accord. Previous years have ~own that while 
most smokers are willing to simply throw 
their cigarettes on the ground, they usually 
don't if there is a convenient alternative. 
Ideally, a socially responsible student should 
be willing to take a walk to preserve the 
beauty and appearance of the campus, but, as 
the melting snow revealed, this simply is not 
going to occur. 

Which storage area, shed, or closet 
is holding the cigarette receptacles hostage? 
How long will they sit cold and useless before 
someone makes the easy decision? Why do 
people smoke cigarettes five feet away from 
the hbrary when they should be 20 feet away? 

Smokers Defy Rules Photo/Kim Upstill 

Many of these designated smoking areas, 
such as the large red bench behind Chrissy and 
Severn, remain without a properplaceto dispose 

There is a trash can where you can put cigarette 
butts five feet away from the hbrary, and 20 
feet away there is nothing. Something needs to 
be done unless we want to be welcomed by a 
garden of litter each spring for years to come. 

Why (Not) Go Green? Environmentalist Responds 
By EMILY WALKER 
Contributor 

What's wrong with "going green?" 
There are a number of compelling 
arguments out there against the "Green" 
Movement: it takes too much time and 
effort, it costs too much money, it means 
sacrificing happiness-people don't even 
agree on Global Warming, right? So 
why should I change my lifestyle? 

Let me share an anecdote I 
heard last year. A professor once had 
her class rate their involvement in a 
number of activities such as recycling, 
buying locally, etc. Then she divided the 
class and had half the students say why 
they did a task often and the other half 
tell why they skipped one of the tasks. 
Without exception, the first half gave an 
account of how much the task meant to 
them and the second half said that they 
didn't have enough time or money to 
perform the activity. People don't take 

because they make time and find money 
to do it. 

I carry this idea with me to knock 
the "no tim~money" argument right 
out of my head every time I try to use 
it. It isn't the real reason and I know 
it. Plus, in many ways, living "green" 
actually saves me time and money. 
With $9 worth of goods from the 
Farmer's Market I cooked dinner for 15 
people last quarter. When I want to go 
shopping, instead of digging my car out 
of the snow and driving to the mall to 
spend money, I have a clothes swap with 
friends and I get my fill of new clothes 
for free! There are time saving and time 
consuming, expensive and inexpensive 
ways to go about being "green," just as 
with anything. You just have to tweak 
your thinlcing a little bit. 

with people-gasp!- outside the K 
bubble. It's easy! 

Want to pop the K bubble and 
make money? Grab some shirts or 
CDs you never use anymore and go sit 
in The Strutt this Saturday from 2:00-
6:00 P.M. Every single Saturday they 
have a market/local art fair. Last time I 
went, one of the artists invited me to a 
Valentine's Day party with homemade 
cupcakes and real people that don't go 
to K or even Western. When was the last 
time your cashier at the Gap did that? 

As for the Global Warming 
argument, stop whining! Say it does 
tum out to be a hoax, you still prevented 
pollution from messing with your health 
and you put your money directly into 
improving your city by supporting local 
businesses at the same time. 

~lllmlllRIII part in any activity "simply because ::3 they have the time or money; they do it 

Asforsacrificingmy happiness, this 
never even crosses my mind anymore. 
One of the "greenest" things one can do 
is supporting local businesses. In doing 
so, you can't help building relationships 

My way of going "green" means 
feeling connected to my city, saving, and 
sometimes malcing money, and feeling 
good about myself Really, I don't see 
any reason not to "go green." 
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Health for Our Harvesters LAC Hosts Speaker James O'barr 
By RACHEL DALLMAN 
Contributor 

historically poor treatment of its primary labor 
force. 

jurisdiction was bent in order to bring in more 
foreign labor. 

Wednesday, Feb. 18 saw the Olmsted 
room filled at 7:30 P.M. for the talk that James 
O'barr of Peekskill, NY gave on migrant farm 
worker health in the United States. The dual 
LAC and Evento brought socially conscious 
students and language students out in large 
numbers. 

According to O'bare's lecture, a migrant 
farm worker is "someone who moves into 
temporary housing to do seasonal agricultural 
work." Low wages, poor living and worlcing 
conditions, and few benefits, characterize 
these workers and their jobs. The United 
States is notorious for using cheap labor to its 
advantage. 

Today, 75 percent of the United States' 
farm workers are born in Mexico and speak 
Spanish as their first language. Although 
only about 29 percent of those working in 
the Midwest are undocumented, according to 
O'barr, nearly 50 percent in the entire United 
States are undocumented. Migrant workers 
have the highest rate of toxic chemical injuries 
out of any workers in the U.S., and they earn 
only $7.85 an hour on average. By the age of 
12, the average migrant child works 16 to 18 
hours a week, leaving little time for school. 

O'barr also called for reform of the food 
system According to O'barr, currently it 
requires the second highest amount of fossil 
fuels and emits the second highest amount 
of greenhouse gases in the United States, 
with 19 percent and 37 percent respectively, 
going towards processing, packaging, and 
transportation. 

While reform may seem daunting, O'barr 
believes it is possible in the future. ''Hope 
is something that we need to cling to. The 
election of Barack Obama has rekindled it 
We may be in that moment when hope and 
history finally rhyme," he said 

o 'barr is the Migrant Health Coordinator 
for Hudson River Healthcare, where he 
has worked since 1989. His talk focused 
on the health care system in the U.S. and its 
many shortcomings, as well as our country's 

During the Depression, nearly 400,000 
migrant workers were deported to create jobs 
for American citizens. During World War 
II, however, workers were needed, and so 

SIP Takes on Tunnel of Oppression with Help from StuOrgs 
By ALLISON LAROSE 
News Editor 

Every day, rnillions of people 
in America and around the world 
experience oppression because 
of their sex, rnce, class, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or 
mental health. Often these types of 
oppression are ignored, disregarded, 
or illegal in nature. 

This year, Kalamazoo College 
will be one among hundreds of other 
institutions to address the oppression 
that is a daily reality for so many 
people. 

Danille Miller K'09, the Chair 
of Student Activites Committee, is 
orgarnzing the Tunnel of Oppression 
as part of an independent study 
with her advisor, Professor Karyn 
Boatwright, AssOciate Professor of 
Psychology. 

Miller said, ''1 wanted to do 
something that would look good 
on a resume but also benefit the 
campus." She hopes it will foster 
understanding and give students 
basic knowledge of what goes on in 
the real world 

This year, students will walk 
through seven rooms where they will 
experience first-hand the kinds of 
oppression and stigma that different 
groups of people fuce. 

The Black Student 
Organization, Kaleidoscope, 
POWER, College Democrats, 

Amnesty International, and Active 
Minds and Humanity in Community 
Houseareparticipatingincollaboration 
with the Counseling Center. 

Miller said, ''1 think that K 
students especially don't know what 
goes on outside the K bubble and 
don't know what always goes on with 
other people inside the K bubble. The 
topics that student organizations have 
picked in one way or another do really 
affect each and every person on this 
campus." 

The Black Student Orgaruzation 
is focusing on black beauty in the 
context of the white world They 
will use video footage to illustrate 
the difficulties that an ethnic minority 
fuces with self-expression in a 
predominantly white society. 

Courtesy of www.arbiteronline.com 

KaleIdoscope is addressing 
rejection based on sexual orientation 
and gender identity. 

"Kaleidoscope will be focusing 
this yearon theoppression experienced 
by LGBT individuals when they are 
rejected by those closest to them, 
including fiunily members, friends, 
and spiritual leaders among others," 
said Philip Gorman K' II, a co-leader 
of the group. 

POWER is addressing the 
verbal, physical, and sexual abuse 
that millions of women experience 
every year. Mackenzie Fowler K' ll , 
a member of the group said, ''1 think 
a lot of people think that this is the 21" 
century and women have rights and 
don't experience oppression, but that's 
just not true." 

''1 want people to understand 
that this is not just oppression, but 
something that affects women for 
their entire lives," said Fowler. 

College Democrats is focusing 
on how classism affects Americans, 
particularly in the context of the 
health care system ''1 think it's really 
important for us to address classism 
because it's something that many 
people may not think about when they 
consider the oppression in our society, 
and something that other groups on 
campus may not directly address," 
said Arnel Oman K'09, President of 
College Democrats. 

All of their scenarios are based 
on real-life situations that real people 
have fuced They will illustrate how 
the health care system forces people 
of certain socio-economic classes to 
make difficult financial decision.\. 

Amnesty International will 
address the effects of poverty locally 
and internationally. 'The oppressive 
force we intend to demonstrate 
involves systemically flawed priorities 
ofAmericanSociety, which emphasize 
monetary gain over the health and 
well being of a large percentage of 
the population. Amnesty 1ntemational 
sees the extreme poverty many people 
suffer as a breach of human rights," 
said Gabriel Angelini-Knoll, a c0-

leader of Amnesty International. 
Video footage will show students 

what it's like to experience extreme 

poverty and the negative effects that 
the excessive lifestyles can have on 
others. 

The Active Minds and 
Humanity in Community House 
will have two rooms addressing six 
different mental illnesses. Fowler, 
who IS also a member of Humanity 
in Community House, said, ''People 
don't completely understand mental 
health. We want them to understand 
that these are legitimate diseases that 
people experience on an everyday 
bas· " IS. 

Special attention will be paid 
to the differences between diseases 
and the stigma that are associated 
with them. 

At the end of the Tunnel of 
Oppression is the Room of Hope 
where students will be asked to 
make an anonymous pledge to fight 
against a certain type of oppression. 

'The Room of Hope," said 
Miller, "is meant show how we as 
students and fuculty can help people 
get through some of the oppression 
that goes on in the world" 

''1 think each person will take 
something different out of the tunnel 
because different things affect 
different people differently," Miller 
said 

The Tunnel of Oppression is 
an LAC and occurs Mooday and 
Tuesday, March 2 and 3, from 6:00 
to 9:00 PM. in Hicks. 
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Proposed Tuition Freeze 
Continued from page 1 

subtracted, K receives about 21 mi11ion dollars 
from tuition. That amount goes towards the 
43 mi11ion annual cost it takes to run K and 
pay for things like heating, insurance, grounds 
keeping, faculty salaries, and other costs. 

Since tuition doesn't cover half of the 
costs, K will not freeze the cost of tuition. It 
seems students expected as much. 

"It would be nice for that to happen, but 
it just can't," Candice Blawat K'llsaid about 
not increasing tuition next year. "We chose 
to come here, we knew it was going to be a 
financial burden." 

Public schools face many of the same 
expenses K does,and it would be very difficult 
for them to freeze their tuition costs, even for 
one year. 

"I'm not particularly close to what's 
happening in public schools," Vice President 
for Business and Finances Tom Ponto 
explained, "but my hunch is that if they froze 
for a year or for two years, that'd be very 
difficult for them to do it because they face 
some of the same pressures we do: cost of 
health insurance, cost of utilities, remaining 
competitive in salaries and compensation for 
faculty and staff." 

Many of the public schools have 
not agreed to the recommendations Gov. 
Granholm suggested, nor is her budget 
proposal approved yet 

Next year's tuition amount will be 
announced at either the end of February, or 
the beginning of March. It will rise from this 
year's amount. 

Obama's Plans & Promises 
By REGIS HANNA 
Staff Writer 

Now that Obama has been in office for 
about a month, it is possible to get a feel 
for the direction in which his presidency 
is headed. 

Obama'smostdifficultchallengeshave 
yet to be solved, but the recent Stimulus 
package that was passed last week is a step 
forward toward economic recovery, even 
though it was criticized by republicans as 
containing wasteful spending. 

Getting the package passed took up 
a good deal of Obama's attention in the 
last couple of weeks, having to campaign 
around the country to make sure it 
passed. Passing an economic stimulus 
package received much opposition from 
Republicans, but it was an important part 
of Obama's plan to reduce the United 
States' deficit by halfby the end of his first 
term in office. 

He plans to do this by making credit 
available to businesses, by increasing 
taxes on individuals who eam more than 
$250,000 per year and giving tax breaks 
to middle class americans. Now that the 
stimulus bill has passed all eyes are on 
the economy's performance ill the next 
few months. But there are other pending 
issues. 

There are a plethora of international 
issues currently demanding Obama's 
attention, but he has pledged to first focus 

on the U.S. economy and the wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Obama is looking to have most 
U.S. troops back on American soil in 
between 16-24 months, but that it will all 
come down the Iraq's ability to maintain 
stability without a U.S. military presence. 
To respond to the deteriorating situation in 
Afghanistan, Obama has sent 17,000 more 
troops there to fight the Taliban and drug 
lords. 

Reducing U.S. involvement in Iraq 
and Afghanistan is important because the 
wars are draining a significant amount of 
borrowed funds. 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton just 
visited China to convince the government 
to buy more U.S. debt, increasing U.S.
Chinese economic dependence. 

Each week Obama prepares a video 
message on whitehouse.gov to address 
important issues and communicate with 
the American public. This website also 
shows the most recent legislation signed 
by Obama and any other important 
announcements. 

Another great website is the Obameter 
on Politifact.com. which has compiled a 
list of more than 500 promises that Obama 
made on the campaign, and is tracking 
whether they are being kept or not. As of 
right now, he has kept 15, broken 2, and 
still has about 468 to get around to. 

Piece of cake. 
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Lent Isn't Just for Christians 
By UZ CANDIDO 
Chaplain 

If you hang out with enough obsavant 
Christians, you will learn that the season 
of Lent has a bad rap. It is usually seen as a 
downer. I suppose, to be fuir, it isn't the most 

tim time in the Christian calendar, but I think it 
IS worth COnsidering. 

On Wednesday, the season of Lent began 
with the celebration of Ash Wednesday. You 
might have seen people walking around 
with little black crosses made of ash on their 
foreheads. r d guess that for most people, 
however, other than a vague fumiliarity with 
the word, the whole season and holiday don't 
mean much. 

Here is bow I think about it there is 
a rabbinical tradition that says you should 
always carry two stones m your pocket, one 
that reminds you that you are nothing more 
than dust and stone, and the other to remind 
you that the whole world has been created for 
you. On Ash Wednesday. we focus on the dust 
and leave the other rock in the pocket 

At the beginning of the Ash Wednesday 

A Winms View of the Chapel 

service, the Priest or MinISter sternly orders 
the congregation to observe a "penitcnf' lent 
Penitence is a pretty loaded word; it can bring 
to mind images of self flage11ation or one of 
those calf torture deviees from The Da Vmd 
Code. 

But to think of penitence that way would 
be to rruss the point Lent is 40 days long and 
it is mcant to be a preparation-a time dunng 
winch people think clearly and honestly about 
who they are in the world and what their role 
is in the evils of the world 

Listen to this Ash Wednesday prayer 
from the Disciples of Christ: "We come 
together with ashes on our heads. The planet 
is dying in our hands; people tum to each other 
for food and strength only to be turned away. 
Each day we deal in death, yet pretend that we 
are good. Let us take 40 days to look hard at 
our SO<a!led goodness and see what it covers 
up .. "The idea is that if we do the preparation 
now, the honest look inside, then we are better 
prepared to build a just world 

Essentia11y, we are being asked to be 
more self aware, and who can't use that? 

Photo/Kim Upstill 
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Students Travel to Washington, D.C. for Power Shift 2009 
By ALLISON LAROSE 
News Editor 

Thousands of environmentally 
passionate individuals from across 
the country, including 29 from our 
own Kalamazoo College, will be 
attending the Power Shift National 
Youth Summit on Climate Change 
from Feb. 27-March 2. 

This will be the second time 
that Power Shift is put on by the 
Energy Action Coalition, a group 
of 50 organizations including the 

Sierra Student Coalition, Americans 
for Informed Democracy, and 
Greenpeace Student Netwotk. 

Power Shift is a four-<lay 
conference during which students 
attend panels, lectures, and 
wotkshops on everything from 
mountaintop-removal coal-mining 
and wind power to vegan cooking 
and campaign planning. This year's 
speakers include Congresswoman 
Donna Edwards, Mayor Dave Norris 
of Charlottesville, VA, and Majora 

Understand Quakerism 
All are invited to the last in a 
series on: 

"Understanding Quakerism." 

This last session will focus on the 
unique way Friends (Quakers) 
worship. The 
history and practice will be ex
plained. 

For more Information 
call 385-1298 or visit 

Thursday, Feb. 26, 2009 

7;00-8;30 p.m. 

Kalamazoo Fneods Meeting 

508 Deon«, Kalamazoo. ~9()()6 

(across the cemetery) 

Carter. There are also a bandfuI of 
musical guests performing, most 
notably The Roots. 

On Monday, March 2, 
participants will take the knowledge 
they've gathered over the weekend 
andlooby~ntosupport 
and become responsible for bold 
climate and green policies. 

Emily Walker K'\1, a student 
organizer for K students attending 
Power Shift 2009, and a participant, 
said that the conference was a huge 
success when she went in Nov. 2007. 
Six thousand students from across the 
country attended it that year, including 
12 K students. 

''I came across it [power Shift] 
online, but it was a big, scary Web 
site. Then I heard that Katie Weeks 
[K'11] is going," said Emily Engel 
K' 12, on why she decided to register 
for the conference this year. 

Another registrant for Power 
Shift, Lily Anderson K'12, said, ''It 
seems like a really cool experience 
and the forums we have to go to 
sound awesome." 

''Power Shift has a reputation 
from last year as being a really great 
experience, and it was, so people 
didn't need much prompting," said 
Walker about the increase in student 
participation this year. Five hundred 
people from Michigan are registered 

to go and a grand total of 10,000 
students from all across the country 
are expected. There is a rumor that if 
this number is met, President Obama 
will make an appearance. 

There are a few other differences 
this year. Instead of camping out in 
tents, Kalamazoo students will stay 
in alumni homes. Also, in 2007 the 
conference was held at the University 
of Maryland, but this year will be at 
the D.C. Convention Center in the 
heart of the capitol 

For students like Engel and 
Anderson who have not attended 
Power Shift before, lobbying is the 
potentially most difficult part. ''I 
am most scared of and most excited 
about loobying day, but I think it will 
be great I am excited to have the 
training to do that," said Engel. 

Walker, who is from Kentucky, 
said that she felt like she didn't know 
about the environmental problems 
facing Michigan before Power 
Shift 2007. ''It got me excited about 
Michigan issues and showed me how 
everything is interconnected. I also 
found my voice and found my way to 
be more productive." 

Walker stressed that the 
conference was hugely successful 
in 2007, especially for a state like 
Michigan where so many people 
are hurting. Michigan is an ideal 

place to build an industry based on 
alternative energies like solar and 
wind power because it has a factory 
base in place. 

"Michigan is holding on to 
an industry that is dying and if we 
could jump onto this new path we 
could turn things around," said 
Walker. 

Conferences like Power Shift 
are becoming more common as 
awareness and concern about the 
environment grow. But this does 
not diminish the importance of the 
small things that people can do in 
their everyday lives to stop climate 
change. 

'The conference is a good 
experience, but there are so many 
things that you can do without going 
to conferences," said Walker. For 
example, nn Feb. 19 Michiganders 
statewide are delivering "clean 
energy love" valentines to their 
representatives in Lansing. 

And while a conference as 
large as Power Shift is a unique 
opportunity, ''Being one in a crowd 
is not nearly as productive as being 
an individual who is pushing in a 
place that isn't passionate about the 
environment," said Walker, 'The 
environmental movement can't be 
a solitary, upper-middle-class white 
movement; it has to be everyone." 

Student Activities Committee Updates 
By KATE LEISHMAN 
Asst. Director of Student Activites 

Get geared up for another great weekend of events 
hereatK. 

This week we feature the Friday Nite Flick, "The 
Secret Life of Bees," starring Queen Latifah, Dakota 
Fanning, Jennifer Hudson, and Alicia Keys. The film 
begins at 9:30 PM. in Dewing 103. C{)me early to grab a 
seat and get some popcorn, candy, and soda. 

And, if you miss the movie on Friday night, you 
can catch it again on Saturday when it will be re-shown 
at this week's Late Nite at the ZooIBeat the Wmter Blahs 
event, Spa-Tastic Retreat, hosted by the Harmon Hall 
staffand the Office of Student Activities. 

This event will be the ultimate m relaxanon and 

pampering treatments. Enjoy free massages, manicures, 
and the Oxygen Bar from 9 PM-12 AM., Reiki from 
9-11 PM, and a special midnight yoga/relaxation session. 
Space is limited for these great treats, so be sure to get 
there early to sign up for a time slot 1ater in the evening. 

You can also indulge in yummy snacks, including a 
chocolate fotmtain. EnJoy cool spa-inspired crafts, and, 
as always, you can pop into the Game Room or play 
some Guitar Hero. Spa-Tastic Retreat will take place from 
9 P.M-I AM in the Hicks Center and is free with a K 
College Student ID. Guests are welcome and are $5. 

If you are looking to get the 1atest update nn Student 
Activities at K, please be sure to join our Facebook group, 
Student Activities at K College. Members of the group not 
only get updates on events, but also get special invitations 
to exclusive events as well as limited offers. 
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Cummings Earns Lifetime Achievement Award 
By ALLISON LAROSE 
News Editor 

Every once in while, a great person 
shows up in your life. Once they enter your 
life, it is changed forever. The same can be 
said about the life of a college. 

At Kalamazoo College, among the many 
charismatic, unique, and admired professors, 
still one stands out above the rest: Professor 
Kim Cummings. 

conventional classes. Retirement 
meant that he would have the freedom 
and flexibility to teach whatever he 
wanted ''My biggest inducement 
for retirement was the opportunity to 
teach the How to Change the World 
class," he said. 

Cummings was initially hesitant 
about teaching after retirement, 
however. "Teaching after retirement 
was a source of anxiety and self
doubt and for a time in my career to 
work in the city myself was in some 
ways an escape from my teaching and 
a way of extracting satisfaction and a 
sense of achievement and meaning 
that I wasn't getting entirely from my 
teaching," he said. 

Building Blocks, a class which 

Emily Wolf K'12, a current student of 
Cummings' said, "Kim has given us as a class 
the opportunity to participate in a legitimately 
real, policy-changing and world-changing 
campaign. The How to Change the World 
class has given us not only the responsibility 
to do our part to combat climate change, but 
the knowledge that we have the ability and 
capacity to do so." requires students to go out into A Familiar Smile Photo/Allison Larose 

Not only are students and other faculty 
recogruzmg the accomplishments of 
Cummings, but outside organizations are as 
well. Michigan Campus Compact just granted 
him the Michigan Campus Compact Lifetime 
Achievement Award for his commitment to 
and promotion of service-leaming. Kiran 
Cunnigham, a Professor of Anthropology, 
received the Faculty Award for Kalamazoo 
College this year. 

"I was grateful and one can't help but feel 
some satisfaction for being recognized. I think 
the recognition is more a function of Alison 
[Geist]'s [service leaming director] hard work 
than my achievement," said Cummings. 

Kalamazoo City neighborhoods and 
organize and facilitate relationships between 
neighbors and themselves to complete small 
home-improvement projects, is based off of 
Cummings' own experiences with the College 
Neighborhood Association. 

Eventually he became active in setting 
up a new neighborhood association and 
mobilizing the energy of the residents. A 
colleague ·suggested that he do this all over 
the city and a pilot project was spearheaded 
by Kalamazoo students in 1995. The pilot 
project was such a huge success that the 
Neighborhood Association sold to the city 
and the class began in 1996. 

"The most rewarding things about 
Cummings has graced 

the Kalamazoo College 
. Community since 1972.Afler 
more than 35 years service teaching have been finding my niche 
here, he is retired but still 
teaches his two anthropology! as a teacher and finding the potential 
sociology courses, How 
to Change the World and 
Building Blocks, which are 
unique in their emphasis 
of hands-on experiential 
leaming. 

of leavice learning courses to satisfy 

both me and my students. " 

"Retirement is such an interesting 
transition in one's life because one is led to 
rethink one's whole life," said Cummings, 
"One of my deep hopes in retiring was that 
these two courses would yield sort of an 
ongoing connection between students. I 
love it when first years participate in these 
classes." 

As a paid professor at Kalamazoo, 
Cummings was required to teach more 

Cummings worked in Mexico for a 
summer and joined the Peace Corps after 
college. "I had 4.5 yearsofverydeeply exciting 
explorations in reality and development work 
in South America. There was something more 
engaging about this than any of my intellectual 
coursework," he said. 

Cummings wants his students to be able 
to experience the same fulfillment that he 
did. "Ultimately this is what gets integrated 
with my teaching: Opening up opportunities 

for students to take on the real problems, the 
exciting, traumatic problems of their time." 

So far, the successes of Cummings' 
classes and his students have made his 
academic experiments more than worth it. 
'''The most rewarding things about teaching 
have been finding my niche as a teacher 
and finding the potential of service learning 
courses to satisfY both me and my students." 

But these classes have done more than 
give students an opportunity for a different 
type ofleaming. "I have a changed relationship 
with students. There is an egalitarian 
relationship between me and students in the 
class. They operate autonomously and carry 
huge responsibilities for making the project 
work," said Cummings. 

Elana Tornquist K'09 who participated 
in Building Blocks, later served as Student 
Coordinator for Building Blocks, and was 
Cummings Academic and SIP Advisee said, 
"I will always remember Kim for teaching 
me how to be a citizen of the world. I will also 
remember how, despite his many impressive 
qualifications and accomplishments, he 
led his students more as a servant than as a 
superior." 

Cummings is also credited with 
the organization of the college's Habitat 
for Humanity Chapter in 1987 and the 
establishment of an after-school tutoring 
program in the city's most impoverished 
areas in 1990. 

"I have been extraordinarily blessed by 
this college and students and by the good faith 
of both in me," he said. 

Cavern 
Refurbished 
Continued from page 1 

feels sterile," commented JJ Weber 
K'II. "I just hope it becomes cozy," 
he continued, "but I will continue to 
frequent the place in search of tea and 
cookies." 

Others feel more strongly about the 
changes taking place in the Cavern. 

"It isn't so much about the 
redecoration as it is about the 
repossession of the space-a more 
conservative, more Christian presence 
in the Chapel," added Kim Upsti1l, 
K' II. " I like the chaos of the previous 
space. For instance, the stairwell up 
to the clerestory; that was a rebellion 
against the idea that art and expression 
has its place," she added. "The taking 
of the greetings from the wall and 
putting it in a picture in a frame defeats 
the original purpose of having creative 
expression in that space." 

7 

The Cavern staff aims to help 
people be comfortable in small groups. 

"We want the building space to be 
an interfaith space," noted Candido. 
Both the Interlude and the Library 
have more seating and the Interlude 
will have more interfaith resources like 
Haggadoth, rugs for Muslim students, 
and possibly a gong. The Cavern staff 
hopes to make the Interlude more 
useable for personal meditation. Even 
as these changes take place, some 
students are still unsure about the 
overall vibe of the space. 

"It doesn't make people who 
don't have faith in a concrete God feel 
comfortable," said Claire Haughey 
K'II. 

The Cavern hopes to hold an open 
house within the next week or so to 
present the new space to the campus 
community. Candido mentioned that 
there are still more decorations that 
need to go up on the walls before the 
event. She also plans on getting new 
prayer flags for guests to decorate. 

"~ don't think things are done 
changing down here. We'll just have 
to see how it goes. Hopefully it'll be 
cozy and fun with prettier paint," said 
Allweiss-Rosenbaum. 
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L Economics Professor Presents "Camaval" 
By COLLEEN LAWRENCE 
Features Editor 

"Camaval in Motevido" is 
Economics Professor Chuck Stull's 
first photography show. He spent the 
2006-2007 school year in Uruguay 
with his wife and daughter. Every 
year, before Lent, the Camaval is put 
on across the country for six weeks. 
It is comprised of an assortment of 
music, accompanied by singers and 
dancer. 

"It is a time of self indulgence 
before Lent, which is when everyone 
is supposed to be constrained and 
religious," said Stull. "Standing there 
listening, you feel it with your body 
as they( the performers) go by. They 
perfonn at neighborhood stages 

night after night unless it's raining. It 
was really easy to go see. I went all 
the time. My daughter would go to 
bed, and I'd tell my wife I'm going 
to go over to the show. They would 
just go til 2 or 3 in the morning." 

Upon returning to the United 
States, Stull found he missed the 
Camaval immensely. One year 
out, he felt he'd "rather be there 
than here." In order to alleviate that 
feeling this year, he approached the 
chair of the art department in the fall 
about putting some of his photos on 
display. He wanted to have his show 
at the same time as the Camaval, 
which worked out 

His photos are mostly portraits, 
close-ups that detail the emotions 

of the singers and dancers. All his 
photos are filled with the vivid 
colors of Camaval and the feeling 
of celebration. The subject of Stull's 
favorite photo, NAME OF PIC, 
stares you dead on. Along with 
being the first photo you see upon 
entering, it is Stull's background on 
his computer. 

Stull was excited to hold his 
first showing, but found the task a 
difficult one. 

"It was a lot more w.ork getting 
the physical part of it all prepared. 
You have to drive nails into the wall, 
an,d then there's 'oh i didn't get the 
sticky stuff to put the labels up.'" 

He also struggled with finding 
the appropriate size for his photos. 

He started off with 
them as 8 by lOs, 
which his brother told 
him were 100 small. He 
made them larger, but 
once again, his brother 
said, "Make them 
bigger!" The third 
time was the charm, 
and both Stull and his 
brother were satisfied 
with the sizing. 

On Feb. 21, a 
reception was held in 
the gallery for Stull's 
work. He deemed the 
reception a success, 
saying overall it ''went 
well." The Exhibit Photo/Colleen Lawrence 

Students Collaborate to Raise Awareness at Open Mic Night 
By KAITLYNWALTER 

Staff Writer 

"Civil liberties should 
not only be a matter of court 
rulings and executive orders 
about Guantanamo, but also a 
conversation among citizens. 
And what better way than 
an open mic to foster that 
conversation and also celebrate 
and appreciate our right to 
speak freely?" said Leah 
Rumsey K'll. 

As a member of the 
Kalamazoo chapter of the 
American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU), she was the head 
coordinator of Monday's open 
mic night. 

"Our house is co-
sponsoring because we 
hope that the 

open-mic will foster a forum for 
discussion about real, present
day experiences of inequality 
along lines of gender, ethnicity, 
and sexuality." said Toni 
Skaltcan K'09, reprehensive of 
the Woman's Advocacy House. 

"This was an important 
event to have because it allowed 
students to hear indiVIdual voices, 
listen to what they have to say, 
and, of course, raise awareness 
of woman's issues." 

Megan Bauer K' 12 spoke for 
POWER, the woman's advocacy 
group on campus that raises 
awareness of woman's rights . 

Amnesty International was 
unreachable for comment. The 
group was the fourth sponsor of 

the equal rights open 
night. 

According to 
the Amnesty 
Internationalmission 
statement they 
are "a worldwide 
movement of people 
who campaign for 
internationally 
recognized human 
rights to be respected 
and protected for everyone." 

ASLU, Amnesty 
International, WAH, and 
POWER hosted an Open Mic 
Night that allowed students and 
professors speaking on issues of 
LGBT, women's, and race and 
ethnlcity civil liberties. 
people presented on the issues 
through music, short pIeces, 
and slam poetry. 

Gail Griffin read a piece 
about original sin that focused 
on Eve being given choice by 
God. One student performed 
several acoustic songs that 
focused on consumerism 
and conformity. There 
was a considerably large 
turnout for over an hour of 
perfonnances. 
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Cout1selit1g COrt1er: Hooking Up What's Love Got to Do With It? 
By PAT PONTO 
Dir. of the Counseling Center to group ''partying'' began in the 

1970s. It was common for men and 
own behavior because students 
often make decisions based on 
what they believe is "normal" for 
college students. She hopes that her 
book will help to clear up distorted 
perceptions, so that students' 
decisions will be based on accurate 

posItIve aspects of hooking up 
include the emphasis on group 
friendships over the one-pair model 
of dating. She believes hooking up 
removes the negative stigma "from 
those who can't get a date - you can 
just go hang out with your friends 
and hope that something happens." 

up often does not lead to more. 
Thirdly, there is an increased 
likelihood of sexual assaults in the 
hook up culture because alcohol is 
often heavily involved. 

Hooking Up: Sex. Dating and 
Relationships on Campus is the 
title of a recent book by Kathleen 
Bogle, an assistant professor of 
Sociology and Criminal Justice at 
La Salle University inPhiiadeiphia 
Dr. Bogle asserts that hooking up, 
having casual sexual encounters 
of any kind with no expectation of 
future emotional commitments, is 
"the dominant script for forming 
sexual and romantic relationships 
on campus." 

The term "hooking up" 
become popular in the 1980s. 
Bogle notes that a major shift 
away from traditional dating 

women at group parties to pair off 
at the end of the night for a sexual 
encounter - hence, the beginning 
of the phenomenon that became 
"hooking up." 

Dr. Bogle conducted in-depth 
interviews with students at two 
universities. 

Students were asked about 
their general perceptions of college 
students' behavior, their perceptions 
of their peer group's behavior, 
and about their own behavior. Dr. 
Bogle found that students tended 
to overestimate what their peers 
were doing. She points out that 
these misperceptions affect their 

information. 
The college environment is 

very conducive to hooking up, in 
Bogle's view, because there is a 
"relatively homogeneous population 
of young men and women living in 
close proximity to each other with 
no strictly enforced rules monitoring 
their behavior" and many students 
subscn"be to the idea that college is a 
time to "let loose" and party. 

Dr. Bogle asserts that the 

The major negative effects 
that she reports focus on women. 
Her research suggests first that 
women are far more likely to get 
a bad reputation from hooking 
up extensively - men tend to 
labeled ''players,'' women "sluts." 
Secondly, she notes that girls get 
tired of hooking up after their first 
year in college because they want 
a relationship and find that hooking 

Dr. Bogle notes the difference 
between the hook up era and 
the dating era: ''hooking up has 
replaced dating as the primary 
means for students to meet 
and form sexual and romantic 
relationships. In the dating era, 
students would go on a date, 
which might lead to something 
sexual happening; in the hook up 
era, students often hook up, which 
might lead to dating." 

Interesting . . . What do you 
think? 

r 

PED050: Trade Massages for a Physical Education Credit 
By ELLEN JILEK 
Staff Writer 

This spring, Kalamazoo College will be 
offering some quite unusual gym classes, and 
though some may cost a little extra, they are 
worth looking into. 

Kalamazoo College is one of the 
"few liberal arts schools that still has a P.E. 
requirement, said Jeanne Hess, K's Professor. 

Students Practice What They Learn 

of Physical Education. A$ such, there's a 
definite attempt to make the P.E. classes 
interesting so that students will want to 
take them. "P.E. is self awareness," said 
Hess, stating the main goal of retaining the 
requirement, but also added that the classes 
should give students "permission to play." 

Classes such as rock climbing, scuba 
diving, bowling, Middle Eastern dance, and 

Photo/Emily Homnick 

smoking cessation are offered, in order to 
appeal to a variety of students' interests. Even 
K's unique first-year orientation program, 
LandSea, counts for one of the five physical 
education credits K students must earn. 

The massage class offered might seem 
like an odd P.E. class, but thinking about 
the level of technique and strength required 
to be a professional masseuse or masseur, it 
makes perfect sense that Kalamazoo College 
offers an opportunity for students to get an 
introduction in massage techniques. 

The class is offered in conjunction 
with the Kalamazoo Center for the Healing 
Arts, and is described by Hess as a "premier 
massage therapy training school." K's 
affiliation with the Center began about fifteen 
years ago. Faculty and staff were originally 
opposed to the idea of a massage class, but 
Hess had someone from the Healing Arts 
Center come and give massages, at which 
point the class was approved by one and all. 

''It's one of those P.E. classes that 
doesn't feel like a P.E. class," said RosaLeigh 
Vedolich, K'09, a current student in the 
class. 

By and large, it seems that what you get 
out of the class depends on how much effort 
is put in. The class currently meets every 
Thesday for two and a half hours. It begins 
with a breathing activity, which the instructor 

talks everyone through. Then the instructor 
reviews what massage technique they'll be 
covering in class that day. Students proceed 

, 

to massage their partner, while the instructor 
talks them through, switching roles after 40 ' 
minutes. 

A variety of massage techniques are 
taught in class, from massaging of the head 
and shoulder, to full body massage, and 
reflexology. This means that it might be a good 
idea to know someone else who's taking the 
class, in order to be comfortable massaging 
him. It's a pretty personal experience. 

But, as Vedolich said, ''It's funny how 
comfortable you get." She went into the class 
not knowing anyone but has become more y 

comfortable with her partner. 
''It's an opportunity to just relax" after 

the stresses K College presents to its students, 
Vedolich said. ''The best part is that it's a 
chance to get off campus and do something 
you like." 

Beginning Massage is being offered 
again spring quarter, again on Tuesday, but 
will be extended to three hours from 3-6 P.M. 
It has a fee of$100 and requires that students , 
provide their own transportation; however, 
it's common for students to carpool, making 
a ride relatively easy to gel. While checking • 
out classes and P.E. classes for spring quarter, 
it's definitely worth a second look. 
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A Cappella Unites for Sight 
Continued &om page 1 

to eliminate preventable blindness and improve 
eye health. 

K College's Unite for Sight chapter 
tries to provide free vision screening to the 
underprivileged and collect glasses to be reused. 
All of the money raised Friday night will go to 
helping provide sight-restoring swgeries for 
patients in extreme poverty. 

said "A Cappella defies the stereotype." 
lhe music selection for the night varied 

from ''Hallelujah'' by John Cale, to ''Disturbia'' 
by Rihanna. The music kept the crowd fully 
entertained and the perfOtmance ended with a 
standing ovation from the audience. 

The music selection is one of the drawing 
points for the student body. "A Cappella here is 
a great way to present modern music in a fun 
and new way to K Students in general," said 
Premium Orange member Dwight Trice K' II . 

There will be another perfOtmance in the 
Spring Quarter and it is very advised that those 

Besides helping to raise money for charity, 
the A Cappella concert was an LAC. "A 
Cappella perfOtmances are very energizing 
and, while the common complaint is that LACs 
are very boring," Holly Catherine Gillis K'09 who want to see it arrive early. Dwight Trice K']] Sings His Heart Out Phoro/Mae Newnum 

Keeping Active During Winter 
By TONI SKALICAN 
Contributor 

Have you fallen out of 
routine with daily physical 
activity? Maybe you would 
have gone to Anderson, if it 
hadn't meant trudging through 
six inches of snow to get there, 
right? Don't worry; you are not 
the only one. Decreased physical 
activity is a completely natural 
reaction to the cold- in order 
to decrease heat loss, warm
blooded animals like us slow 
down in the winter. 

Now is the time to take 
advantage of sunlight, which 
will continue to become more 
regular as we head into March. 
As we've seen so far this winter, 
just because our bodies want 
to slow down does not mean 
that our brains will get a break. 
Exercise has been proven to 
clear the mind and reduce 
stress-two objectives crucial to 
maintaining balance in the busy 
life of a K student. 

But just how much exercise 
do you need per week? The 
Center for Disease Control's 
"physical activity guidelines," 
state that adults need at least 150 
minutes of moderate aerobic 
activity per week. Defining 
physical activity as any bodily 

movement where you work hard 
enough "to raise your heart rate . 
and break a sweat," the CDC's 
guidelines are easily attainable: 
just going for a lO-minute brisk 
walk, 3 times a day, 5 days a 
week, will give you the necessary 
boost. 

Moreover, as uncomfortable 
as winter weather may be at 
times, the cold weather can 
boost the number of calories you 
burn. According to the American 
Dietetic Association, shivering 
alone increases your resting 
metabolic rate by 2.5 times, 
increasing energy needs. 

Of course, shivering usually 
only occurs if you're stagnant in 
the cold, and it's more unlikely 
you ' ll shiver if you ' re moving. 
But walking through the snow, too, 
offers additional physiological 
benefits. 

According to Dr. Declan 
Connolly, an exercise physiologist 
at the University of Vermont, 
walking through snow is "an 
effective, low impact form 
of exercise," with the ability 
to change body composition. 
Walking in the snow is more 
difficult because terrain is more 
variable, and one can burn twice 
the number of calories he would if 
he was walking at the same speed 

on fiat, snowless ground, said 
Connolly. 

If you're still too weary of 
the cold to attemptto get physical 
activity outside, consider this: if 
you've been spending every day 
inside, you're not getting enough 
natural light. Sunlight deficiency 
triggers changes in the brain's 
production of serotonin and 
melatonin, hormones that help 
control your circadian rhythm. 

Circadian rhythms are "the 
24-hour cycles driven by the 
body's ' biological clock,' which 
can make the body think it is time 
to sleep or wake up" according 
to WedMD. Regulated by light 
or darkness, being out of touch 
with your Circadian rhythm is 
a common winter experience, 
which can lead to mood swings, 
increased or decreased appetite, 
and sleep deprivation. 

As we head into the final 
weeks of papers and exams, 
make exercise and sunlight a 
priority. When you stumble 
upon a sunny afternoon, set 
aside homework and go for a 
walk with friends. The active 
break is guaranteed to clear your 
mind and energize your body, 
leaving you refreshed and ready 
to take on the quarter's last few 
challenges. 

8TH 1~(SNc.Onn 
IIII'·Q' IIrt)) nOR 
By MAE NEWNUM 
Staff Writer 

The Eighth Week Student 
Commission included 
nominations, gift money, 
congratulations, and other 
things on Monday night. 

The commission reported 
the following things: 

President Patrick Tanis 
appointed Alyssa McNamara 
to the Lux Esto Award 
Nomination committee. 

Hot Chocolate and 
Coffee will be sponsored 
on Friday outside of Hicks 
between the end of Jama 
and the beginning of the 
II :50 class period Student 
Commission members. 

The Financial Policies 
Committee (FPC) . made 
recommendations that were 
carried for two gift fund 
requests. 

The Educational Policy 
Committee is working to 
define IDS majors and the 
way sophomore and senior 
seminars should be taught 

Information Services 
reported that email accounts 
are continuing to be moved 

over. 
In old business, the 

campus forum was reviewed 
with suggestions about how 
to improve the event. The 
Farms to K issue was also 
reviewed. FPC is waiting for 
documents about Farms to 
K's leader Holly Anderson's 
duties as the leader of Farms 
to K and as the LaPlante 
scholarship recipient. 
Once those documents are 
submitted, another meeting 
will be set up between Farms 
to K and the FPC. 

Campus survey tesults 
have been counted and 
totaled. Results are available 
from Student Commission. 

The issue of how security 
will be handled at Crystal 
Ball was raised during new 
business and will be talked 
about again at a later meeting 
after contact with organizers 
of the dance has been made. 

Student Commission 
meetings are Monday- nights 
at 9 P.M. in Hicks room 
III and open to the student 
body. 



ENTERTAINMENT I The Index, February 26, 2009 11 

Theatre Majors Showcase Their Creative Talents Onstage 
Continued from page 1 

incredibly important, especially 
for new writers," said Emilia 
LaPenta. 

LaPenta IS the author of 
"Missed Connections" d "Edit," 
two one - act plays to be own this 
Thursday and Friday respectively, 
and again this Sunday. 

"It's great to be able to have 
feedback, see what works and 
what doesn't, see how an audience 
reacts, and have a chance to 
revise," she said. 

Photo/Kim Upstill 

York Times. 
A graduate 
student at 
NYU, Tracz 
is also a 
Kalamazoo 
alum. 

Theplays 
performed 
during Week 
Eight--both 
one-acts, and 
each about 
an hour long
-were well 
worth seeing. 
The first 
was a David 
Mamet play 
called the 

park and talk of life and ducks in 
a fashion reminiscent of stream of 
consciousness. 

The second play was "Sister 
Mary Ignatius Explains it All for 
You," a play about the effects 
of Sunday School Catholicism 
starring a delusional, heat-packing 
nun and her brainwashed students. 
These two will be shown again 
Friday, Feb. 27. 

Due to limited seating in the 
Dungeon, people should get there 
early because the free admission 
and talented students are sure to 
draw crowds. 

Ed Menta, Professor and 
Director of Theatre Arts said, 
"Please come see the work of your 
peers - we need you! " 

Michigan's recent pattern of 
caring less and less about the arts 
can only be rectified by community 
participation. Students can help 
cultivate potential leaders in this 
essential institution. 

Ed Menta also presented this 
idea in an email statement: "Our 
students always, but always, rise 
to the occasion. In particular, 
the student directors have been 
tremendous in leading the 
production. Some of them have 
served in multiple roles reiterated ~ 
in the festival- as directors, even 
directing more than one show; 

Sharing ideas is a main part 
of this festival and after each full 
length play there is a question and 
answer session with the playwright 
and director, in which they are 
asked questions from professional 
playwrights and directors. On 
Feb. 26, the respondent is Joe 
Tracz, author of ''Phenomenon 

of Decline," a play performed 
at a prestigious Connecticut 
theater and featured in the New 

"Duck Variations," directed by 
Terry Cangelosi K'09, in which 
two elderly gentlemen sit in a 

"This is truly a student project 
in all capacities and in all roles," 
said LaPenta. "Admission is free 
and there are times all weekend for 
people to come. It would be silly 
not to; this work is for them, as we 
try to tell our modem stories." 

as playwrights; even as actors 
- they've been the engine that 
makes the festival run." 

The Corner Record Shop Stocks Vinyl & Rare Finds 
By JORDAN RICKARD 
Staff Writer 

I took advantage of the surprisingly 
mce February weather last week to visit 
a new record store. Tucked away behind 
Saffron and Papa John's, the establishment 
previously escaped my notice. Located 
on West Main in the Tiffany's Plaza, the 
Comer Record Shop is just a short walk 
from campus. 

The Comer Record Shop started 
out as a small locally owned business in 
Granville, MI. The little store catered to 
local tastes, provided amazing variety on 
new and old records, and, because of this, 
slowly expanded to occupy the entire strip 
surrounding the original location. 

The Comer Record Shop soon became 
the home of hard-to-find records in the area, 
drawing collectors and customers all the 
way from Kalamazoo and Portage. In order 
to save their customers the commute to 
Granville, a francluse of the Comer Record 
Shop opened last August in Kalamazoo. 

Immediately upon entering, I was 
overwhelmed by walls plastered with a 
myriad of posters ranging from Miles 

Davis to Bruce Springsteen to the Alkaline 
Trio. Scanning the store, I was impressed by 
the sheer amount of merchandise fit into the 
area. Bins and stacks fill the small space, and 
somehow it still manages to feel organized 
instead of cluttered. DVDs went for $5.99, 
CDs were $6.99, and records and 45s ranged 
from $2.99 to $8.99 Oh yeah, and they'll also 
buy your used CDs, DVDs, and records. 

And the shop has a college flair to suit the 
new location. The decor and music selection 
is like a college musIc JunkJe's dream. WIllie 
many of the records are older or used, there 
are enough new LPs to satiate local cravings 
for punk, rock, metal, and just about anything 
else. The cashier was also quick to advertise 
the shop's live shows by local bands, as well 
as ViSiting bands from Detroit and other parts 
of Miclugan. The Comer Record Shop also 
broadcasts live from inside the store to http:// 
www.Radi057.com. 

As I picked through box after box of 
records, I began to reriously conSider buying 
my own record player. I must 1I0t have 
beCII the first because immediately after, I 
discovered the variety of record players and 
othcr music accessories. Aside from just the 

A Look Insid( 

record players and headphones, the Comer 
Record Shop also sells replacement parts and 
repairs broken equipment 

WluIe I dido't have time to stay at the 
store too long, I left with a fairly long list 

Counosy of www.myspace.com/crskzoo 

of things to buy ... that is, once I actually 
have money. Assuming another few inches 
of snow docsn't fall, it's worth a trip up 
West Main to check out the Comer Record 
Shop. 

... 

• 
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THIS WEEK IN SPORTS 
Should Athletes Be Called Role Models After All? 
By JESSICA MAAS 
Sports Editor 

Only a few years ago my 16-year-01d 
brother's room was covered wall-to-wall 
with posters of Brett Favre. My brother was 
obsessed with the football player; he watched 
every game, had a jersey that he used to 
pretend he was the man himself, and scoured 
the Internet for every picture and article on 
the pro athlete. So, he would've known if it 
had come out that Favre had smoked pot or 
done any sort of other illegal activity. 

The question is, upon finding out that 
the person he holds in highest esteem (yes 
"person," not athlete) participates in illegal 

~ activity, would my brother want or think it 
acceptable to do the same? 

·r 

I don't know. And until the answer to that 
question can be a resounding "no" for every 
child, teenager, and college student across 
the board, professional athletes like Michael 
Phelps and Alex Rodriguez should be held 
accountable for and face the repercussions of 
their actions. 

Fact: A-Rod used steroids for three 
years while with the Texas Rangers. Fact: 
Michael Phelps was photographed at a party 
with a marijuana pipe in hand. Problem: 
Professional athletes are role models. 

Some of the opinion articles currently 
going around about this make me laugh 
when they talk about how the two athletes are 
being treated too harshly. The thing is, it's the 
public that supports the industry, and if the 
public is angry (and they have every right to 
be), the pro athletes have to answer to it. 

Let's start with Phelps, since his situation 
seems to be causing greater controversy. 

As a result of the picture that was taken 
and published in a British newspaper, Phelps 
was suspended for three months by the 
U.S. swimming federation and Kellogg's 
has decided not to renew their sponsorship 
agreement with him that will terminate at the 
end of this month. 

.. The big arguments going around are that 
a) plenty of college-age kids smoke pot and 
b) the action does not further his career (as 
opposed to A-Rod's steroids, which did). 

The problems with these arguments are 

that 1) Phelps is not some average college kid 
and 2) it really doesn't matter that pot doesn't 
further his career (Let me tell you a secret: 
it's still illegal!). 

When Phelps signed up to be a 
professional athlete, he signed up to be a 
public figure. It's that simple. People are 
looking at him, people are watching his 
every move, and so if he's foolish enough to 
do something stupid, he deserves to face the 
consequences. 

Whether he wants it or not, kids all 
over the world look up to him, and by doing 
something illegal, he's telling those kids that 
they can, too. And if his action then goes 
unpunished, the message that gets sent to 
kids is that they can not only do it, but get 
away with it, too. 

The same argument can be made for 
Rodriguez (he, too, is a public figure), but 
his actions go even further, because he used 
steroids to get ahead in the game (last year 
he boasted the highest salary in the majors). 
Therefore, he's sending the message that it's 
okay to cheat to get ahead, and if he didn't 
face ridicule for his actions, the message 
would be sent that one can get away with 
cheating. 

Are these really messages that we want 
to be sending to children and teenagers,and 
even college athletes? Do we want to open 
ourselves up to Division I athletes who have 
a shot at majors deciding that they can all 
start doing steroids because they think no one 
will care? 

No. 
Instead, we allow pro athletes to face 

the consequences of their actions and hope 
that this deters others from making the same 
choices. 

And we let those kids at home know that 
it's not okay to do those things, and that they 
will get in trouble for them. 

Yes, everyone makes mistakes. But 
that doesn't mean we should condone 
those mistakes, and tell people who are still 
learning to form their own moral bases that 
these mistakes are okay. 

You could tell me that celebrities are just 
as much role models as professional athletes 

and they do stupid things all the time without 
facing the consequences. I'd agree. The 
difference is that more kids want to have a 
chance at stepping onto a professional court 
or field than stepping onto the red carpet. 
And, no matter how you argue it, you can't 
cheat your way to being a good actress - you 
just are, or you're not. 

The pro athlete sits in a different boat 
because kids actually want to be one. And 
they look at athletes who are already there to 
show them how to become one. 

The message here is quite simple: 
If you don't want to be a professional 

role model, don't sign-up to be a professional 
athlete. 

Week 7 Sports Results 
2118 
Men's Basketball: Trine 71, Kalamazoo 
70 
Women's Basketball: Adrian 75, 
Kalamazoo 73 
2120 
Women's Tennis: Wheaton 9, Kalamazoo 
o 
2/21 
Men's Basketball: Kalamazoo 68, Calvin 
66 

Women's Basketball: Saint Mary's 
77, Kalamazoo 47 
Men's Swimming: 2nd (of 6) at 
MIAA Championships 
Women's Swimming: 3,d (of 7) at 
MIAA Championships 
Men's Tennis: Kalamazoo 7, 
Grinnell 2 
Men's Tennis: Chicago 5, 
Kalamazoo 4 

Hornet of the Week 

Courtesy of Sports Information 

Compiled by Jessica Maas 

Name: Paul Ellis 

Year: Junior 

Sport: Swimming 

Event: Backstroke 

Coach: Kathy Milliken (6'~ season) 

Last Week: Ellis was named the MlAA's 
Men's Most Valuable Swimmer 
on Saturday following the MlAA 
ChampIOnships. On Thursday, he set 
NCAA DIll. MlAA, and Kalamazoo 
College records with his time in the 100 
backstroke (48.56) and on Saturday, he 
set school and MlAA records in the 200 
backstroke (1:49.01) The 200 and 400 
free relays, and 200 and 400 medley 
relays that Ellis also swam in set MlAA 
records as well. 



Established 
1877 

March 5, 2009 
Ninth Week 

-----------The student newspaper of Kalamazoo College -----------

Obama Appoints 
K Alum Director 
of National AIDS 
Policy 
By COLLEEN LAWRENCE 
Features Editor 

On Feb. 26, President Obama 
named Jeff Crowley K '88 Director 
of the Office of National AIDS 
Policy (ONAP). 

Crowley graduated from 
Kalamazoo College with a Bachelors 
degree in Chemistry, and received 
his Masters in Public Health from the 
Johns Hopkins University School of 
Hygiene and Public Health. 

Up until now, Crowley was 
a Senior Research Scholar at 
Georgetown University'S Health 
Policy Institute and a Senior Scholar 
at the O'Neill Institute for National 
and Global Health Law, Georgetown 
University Law Center. Crowley 
also spent time as Deputy Executive 
Director of Programs at the National 
Association of People with AlDS. 

The appointment of a K Alum 
to Obama's staff was big news on 
campus. 

"We are always thrilled when 
the extraordinary talents of our 
alumni are recognized. Jeff's career 
path is testirpony to what happens 
when you find your passion and 
put it in service to humanity," said 
President Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran. 

Professor Jeff Bartz, chair of 
the Chemistry department, felt much 
the same way. 

"I hope our students can see 
the value of the liberal arts and the 
flexibility of a chemistry major from 
Jeff's success." 

"It is a significant honor for 
Mr. Crowley, and we at K could 
not be happier for him," said Sarah 
Westfall, Dean of Students. 

K Students Learn and Lobby at Power Shift 2009 
By TONI SKALICAN 
Contributor 

Huddled on the ,teps of ('.apitol Hill 
on a fiigid Monday evening, 32 K College 
students nervously planned their strategy, 
Numb to the harsh wind Whipping 
past, they did not take lightly the brief 
opportunity to speak one-{)n-{)ne with 
their district rep=ntativc. a man with the 
power to boost environmental justice to 

their community, their state. and the world 
at large. 

But he didn't ,how .. Still. not letting 
the news deter them from their goals. they 
met with his secondary. 

"We're trying to get climate 
legislation this year, and we're advocating 
for green jobs." said Emily Walker K'IJ, 
to Michael Bcckennan, the Policy Director 
for Republican Congressman Fred Upton. 

Upton represents the southwest Mlclugan 
district in the House, but perhaps more 
important IS hiS mfluence as a leader 
in the House's Energy Wld Got:ninerlle 
Committee. 

"What we really want IS to know that 
Mr. Upton will support us m ambitious 
climate legislation in fumt of the House,' 
said Leeor Schweitzer K'II. 

Continued on pag S 

Softball Head Coach Resi IN THIS ISSUE 
By ELLEN JILEK 
StaffWriter 

Head softball coach Mike Garoutte 
resigned Friday during a meeting with 
athletic director Kristen Smith and the 
women who would've been on the team 
had the season not been canceled. 

"I was shocked," said KeUy Ames 
K'IO, one of the team's captains, in 
reaction to Garoutte's resignation. She 
added that it seemed unusual for the 
coach to resign because he seemed 
very committed to the school and the 

Continued on page 5 
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Naml?' Nicole 
Polinkski 

Hometown; 
Plymouth, 
Michigan 

Year Freshman 

Major. Biology 

Do you have any 
plans for spring 
break? Ifanyone 

asks. I'm going to Florida 

Hal'e you l'isited any great websites lately? 
Fmylife.com. It just makes me feel so much 
better about myself. 

We 've almost completed two full quarters 
as K freshmen . .. how mallY times have you 
thought oftraniferring? Pretty Strre I lost 
track after week two of winter quarter. 

How do you usually pmcrastillate? Facebook 

Is there all}1lullg you're panu:ularily lookillg 
forwani to In ,pring quarter? Beth's going 
to be gone on . tudyabroad. Plus, that means 
WInter quarter will be over. 

What s your favorite pick up line?? IfI were 
an enzyme, I would he DNA Hclicase so I 
could Ul1ZIp your genes. 

If you could be ill allY musical, what .... 'Quld it 
be? Across the Universe. Jim Sturgess, need 
I say more. 

Do you think it~ wrong to kill bt'gs? I'm too 
afraid to do it, but it's definitely not wrong. 

Have YO" stuck to your New Years 
resolution? I didn't make one, so I think I'm 
doing pretty well. 

Are you afan ofprru:ticaljokes? That's 
pnveleged information. but there are 
definitely worl<s m progress. 

Hove you ever expelienced road rage? I have 
never experienced that. I am a very calm 
person. Unless they cut me off, then, I swear 
at them. 

- Lyndsay Nuyell K'I2 
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When Walls Have Ears 
Throw Back 

Girl A; Do you know who's a cool 
lady? 
Girl B shakes head 
Girl A; Pat Benetar. She's pretty 
awesome. 
Overheard by POPPiNS in the 
Library 

It Only it Were That Simple 
Professor to Class; Now I'm afraid 
arms aren't arms. Are you scratching 
the wall? 
Overheard by Anonymous in the 
Library 

Expect the Unexpected 
Girl to Friend; Are you getting sick? 
Your voice sounds sexy. 
Overheard by Owl in DeWaters 

Northworst Airlines 
Flight Attendant We ask you to 
be careful when retrieving your 
luggage from the overhead bins 
because ... shift happens. 
Overheard by Anonymous in the 
Airport 

And Who Wouldn't Want One of 
Those? 

Guy at Crafts Fair, pointing; That 
looks like a squirrel's gallbladder. 
Overheard by ArtMonster in The 
Strull 

Shake Like a Sailor 
Woman on cellphone; ... handshakes 
like death grips 
Overheard by Anonymous in. Hicks 

Photo C/the wed: 

Photo/ Cody Musselman K' 11 
A Flmningv un SustainabiliJy House's Front Lawn 

Submit your photos fOr Photo of the Week to index@kzoo.edu. 
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Can Pets Influence Perfonnance at K? 
ByAMANDAGEER 
Staff Writer 

halls? to include other low
maintenance animals 
such as hamsters or 

When you unexpectedly see someone 
walking their puppy on K College's campus, 
does it just make your day? Can the mere 
glimpse of a cute kitten prowling through 
the grove of Living Learning Houses bring a 
grin to your face? When you're stressed from 
exams, do you feel like if you could just hug 
Flufi)t, everything would be better? Well, 
you're not alone! 

Pets, with the exception of fish, are listed 
as a "prohibited item" in Kalamazoo College 
residence halls. The entire policy is as follows: 
"Students found in violation of the prolubition 
against pets must remove the anirna1(s) within 
24 hours and will be assigned cleaning and 
pest treatment charges and any charges related 
to replacement or repair. Animals remaining 
beyond the 24 hour grace period will be 
removed by the city's Animal Control Unit at 
the resident's expense." 

lizards. 
However, according 

to Catherine Herzog 
K'09, the policy should 
stay just the way it is. 
Herzog currently lives 
off campus and owns 
two dogs and one 
kitten. Although Herzog 
acknowledges that 
there is a remarkable 
difference in her life with 
the ability to own pets, she 

According to a study conducted at Ohio 
State University, many college students feel 
like owning a pet has beneficial effects on 
their physical and mental health. The Center 
for Disease Control (CDC) agrees, citing that 
"pets can decrease your blood pressure [and] 
feelings ofloneliness." Pets are also beneficial 
in rough times of the year like winter, when 
students find it hard to get out of bed in the 
moming and need as many pick-me-ups as 
possible. 

But in light of such studies, should the 
policy be changed? 

According to some students, yes. Dalton 
Sirnancek, K' 12, thinks the pet policy is "a little 
extreme." When asked ifhe thought pets made 
a difference in one's happiness, Sirnancek 
responded with a confident "definitely." 
Although Simancek acknowledges that many 
students fuce difficulties such as pet allergies, 
he supports the idea of a "pet friendly dorm or 
Living Learning House." 

feels like pet ownership is a huge responsibility 
for which not all K students are prepared. 

The obligations involved in owning a pet 
are non-negotiable. Dogs, for example, need 
to be walked in addition to being fed regularly 
and spent time with. Animals, like people, 
can become sick and just like hospital bills, 
veterinaJy fees can be expensive. So how does this relate to life in the ''J( 

Bubble'"? How does the administration view 
pet ownership on campus and in the residence 

Other students generally agree, and various 
ideas have included having a "hall pet" (a pet for 
each residence hall) or changing the pet policy 

Students also need to keep their own 
lifestyles in mind. Can the obligations of 

Losing the Language Requirements at K 
By ELIZABETH PORTER 
Staff Writer 

I am an excellent student. I'm not 
trying to brag; there are many characters 
flaws I possess. However, being a bad 
student isn't one of them. 

I have always prided myself of 
my academic ability. That is, until early 
in fall quarter of this year, as I sat in 
my first day of class in Spanish 201. 
Described as "g(9ll1[Oat intensive" it 
was a class I had been putting off 

While in c I never felt so 
frustrated by anything in my life. [n the 
ensuing weeks, I .spent hours studying 
the grammar rules and problem sets 
1 was assigned. I studied by myself I 
studied with oUler students in my class. 
I would lISC flash cards, I would write 
and rewnte conjugations. I looked up 
websites that would help me study 
tense conjugations. 1 made an extra 
effort to speak in class and in lab. It 
dido't matter: none of it worked. 

As hard as 1 worked I received the 

Desperate and without another were ways I had invented to compensate 
alternative, I walked into Zaide Pixley's for the disability. 
office hoping that 1 might be able to What explained my challenges in 
convince my instructor I could take the language was my percentile score in 
class pass/faiL I described my struggle foreign language aptitude. Out of college 
and the frustration I was feeling. Mostly, seniors nationwide, 1 had scored in the 
I confessed my biggest worry. What was second percentile. 
wrong with me? In light of recent discussion on 

With Zaide's encouragement, I campus about academic requirements, 1 
withdrew from the class. 1 was also Uunk it is really important to remember 
scheduled for an appointment with Dr. that studenlS have different strengths 
Alan Hill, in the counseling center, to and weaknesses. Why should students 
begin testing for a language learnmg be pushed into classes that can quite 
disability. possibly test every area of their 

Over the next three weeks, 1 took weakness, as opposed to allowing them 
over 8 hours of testing, which varied to pick classes that can fully develop 
from arranging blocks into different their strengths? 
shapes to defining different vocabulary As of this quarter, I have been 
words. The activities at first seemed a granted permission to substitute the 
little silly, and I often felt a little self- language in light of my leaming 
conscious, but 1 knew that 1 needed to disability. And I began this year being 
figure out what was wrong. someone who did not "believed" in 

The good news is that I am actually learning disabilities. It has been a rough 
pretty intelligent. Much as Zaide had process, bur I am testimony for why we 
suspected however, the testing revealed should take into account different needs 
UlUti do indeed have a leaming disability. and different academic orientations. 

worst grades I have ever gotten in my As this was explained to me, I realized Education is nol, and should not be, a 
life in that class. so many of my study habits and quirks "one size fits all" kind ofthmg. 

3 

owning a pet fit in with the spontaneity of 
college life? What about the costs of pet food, 
veterinaJy bills, and pet training? Pets are a 
huge responsibility, and oftentimes they're one 
more responsibility that the hectic schedule of a 
college student simply cannot accommodate. 

"The bottom line is ... people need to be 
aware of both sides of owning an animal, and 
be prepared to really care for another life," 
Herzog said 
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Econ Classes Incorporate Current Banking Crisis 
By ALLIE]ACOBS 

Staff Writer 

of Economics, is ahle to fit almost anything 
mentioned in the news about the recession 
into course topics, which keeps students 
more engaged and willing to learn about 
economics in general. 

to you? How will this affect your future? 
What does this mean to your parents?" 

time to get good jobs. ' 

Most students learn about the Great 
Depression in grade school. Now in 
college, we are getting a strong taste of 
the reality of an economic meltdown. 
Even with an overload of media coverage, 
college students can only know so much 
about the worst stock market slumps since 
1997. In response to the current recession, 
professors in the economics department at 
Kalamazoo College are fitting our present 
economic state into discussions and 
assignments to keep students informed and 
make classroom topics more relevant. 

Stull also mentions that although 
the crisis is all over the news, taking 
an economics class gives students even 
stronger knowledge ofthe economy's inner 
workings. 

"She [McKinney 1 is really big about 
keeping students up to date about what's 
going on, especially because it's going to 
affect us," Kiel said. "I think classes that 
are focusing on current economic and 
political issues are amazing. At K we don't 
have much time to be informed and these 
classes are sparking interest and awareness. 

Although this is one of the worst times 
to be looking for work, especially on Wall 
Street or in financial firms, the economics 
department is striving to give students 
a valuable learning experience that is 
applicable to recent news on the economy, 
and that will ultimately lead students to 
attain their career of choice. 

"Students are certainly coming in 
with the ability to understand the models 
and concepts, but they're not coming in 
knowing them before they take the class," 
he said. 

It's a great way to learn." 
By teaching students relevant 

information in conjunction with economic 
principles and models, K professors pave 

o 
ImproveAmenca's Economy 

Principles of Economics, which 
combines microeconomics and 
macroeconomics, is a beginner course that 
ties in well with the current crisis. As a result 
of the economic state, models and topics 
discussed in class can be easily worked 
into a topic relating to the recession. 

"A few years ago when I taught the 
macro class, students weren't that interested 
in recession because they had never seen it 
in their adult lives," said Professor Chuck 
Stull. "Now, I'm talking about the same 
things I've always talked about, and now I 
can say, 'in the news this morning, we had 
this kind of policy approach.'" 

Stull, who currently teaches Principles 

Video clips, journal assignments, and 
discussions that deal with the recession 
are ways economics professors are getting 
students informed and engaged. 

Beth Kiel K' II, who took Professor 
Hannah McKinney's Public Finance and 
Fiscal Policy during Fall Quarter, mentions 
that the bailout was a topic of conversation 
almost every day in class, and that having 
assignments relating to the crisis kept 
students well-informed about the reality of 
our current economy. 

In a class assignment, McKinney 
pulled information from the news on the 
fluctuating stock market. McKinney asked 
students to read the article and respond to 
questions such as, "What does this mean 

the way for students seeking jobs in areas 
such as financial firms and banks. During 
this difficult time, pursuing a career in one 
of these areas IS more challenging than 
ever before. 

"I want to do investment banking 
when I graduate," said Matt Remsen K'ID. 
"Some people are saying that there won't 
even be investment banking. I have so 
many friends from last year who are still 
looking for jobs." 

On the upside, Professor Stull has been 
in contact with a K graduate working in a 
linancial firm in Chicago that recently hired 
two additional K graduates. Stull said that 
the alum mentioned that 'the K students 
must have been really good because they I 
were hired when it was a really competitive 

Student and Staff Employment a Concern as Economy Fails 
By EMILY HOMNICK 

Head Copy Editor 

In the thick of the current 
linancial crisis, perhaps now 
more than ever, students, staff, 
and faculty can relate to one 
another over one concern
employment. Just as students 
worry about the stability of 
institutional employment, 
Work Study, and potential 
jobs after graduation, staff 
and faculty - from Facilities 
Management employees to 
visiting professors-worry that 
their jobs may disappear. 

In an e-mail sent to all 
Kalamazoo College staff .and 
students on Feb. 27, 2009, 

President Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran 
wrote, "We have carefully 
reviewed our expenditures and 
have identified a series of cost 

. containment lDeasures, including 
the reduction of infrastructure, 
operational, and personnel 
expenditures. We are reviewing 
carefully all open positions, 
filling some, and postponing or 
consolidating others." 

What does this mean for 
students? Until May, when the 
number of incoming students 
is solidified, not much will be 
known. Board decisions in June 
will determine changes in the 
Kalamazoo College budget, but 
until then employees and students 
will have to live with some 

uncertainty. 
Publice-mailssuchasthismay 

serve to reassure all affiliated with 
K that upper level management is 
committed to keeping students 
and staff informed about new 
developments in the college's 
finances. The quality of education 
that the institution provides will 
remain a top priority. 

"The college is trying very 
hard to preserve the student 
experience at K," said Laura 
Andersen, Manager of Human 
Resources. 

The college is "not looking 
at individuals, but at needs," 
Andersen added. For staff and 
faculty, downsizing does not 
automatically mean that many 

will receive pink slips. Rather, in 
most cases, empty positions will 
be assessed. 

AsDr. Wilson-Oyelaranstated 
in her e-mail, some positions will 
be consolidated. One example 
of recent consolidation is the 
appointment of Alyce Brady, 
current Professor of Computer 
Science and the Computer Science 
Program Director, to the position 
of Registrar. 

"It's not uncommon to have 
tenured faculty members serve as 
administrators," said Andersen. 

Students change and leave 
positions much more frequently 
than staff members, but as 
Director of Financial Aid Marian 
Stowers pointed out, many 

students are protected under 
Federal Work Study. For Work 
Study employees, Stowers 
said, "We expect no increase or 
decrease." 

Institutional employment 
for students may very well be 
a target of budget cuts, and off
campus jobs ate increasingly 
difficult to find. Stowers 
encourages students to schedule 
an appointment with Financial 
Aid if they or their families 
are suffering from changes in 
finances. Students' needs are 
assessed on a case-by-case 
basis, and individuals lDay be 
eligible for programs such as 
Work Study that they have not 
been eligible for in the past. 
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ontmue rom page Commission is or wha, II offers to Pamck Tanis, K '09, said 

Student Commission Survey 

Staff Writer 
softball program, but she understood his students," Rachel Dluge, K '12, wrole in re,,.ponse 10 the Idea tllat 
reasoning. 

Garoutte's reasons for leaving are, 
for the most part, financial, according 
to Ames. The Kalamazoo softball head 
coaching job is only part time, and the 
salary was not enough for Garoutte 
to support his family, including three 
children. Additionally, his coaching 
philosophy didn't match up with the 
school's athletic philosophy. So he is 
returning to his native Arizona, where 
he'll continue coaching and also teach. 

This leaves the softball team in 
a difficult state of affairs, in what has 
already been a trying year. To remedy 
the situation, athletic director and fonner 
K softball coach Kristen Smith will be 
stepping into Garoutte's shoes. She'll 
take over recruiting and training for the 
team members until a replacement is 
found. 

Furthermore, Smith has brought in 
K alumna Mia Barker-King K'07 to help 
the team in spring practice, and assistant 
coach Kally Graham will remain with the 
program. 

Though it's a difficult time for 
everyone involved with the softball team, 
Ames at least is optimistic. "It's going to 
be a good starting-over point for us," she 
said. "We can only go up from here." 

Smith could not be reached for 
comment. 

in a survey about Student Commission 
last week. Gordon Rubin, K 'II, had 
a similar response in the same survo/, 
"Wha"s the point if no one knows about 
them"" 

Student Commission does have 
a point for being on campus. 'The 
Student Commission of Kalamazoo 
College seeks to become a slrong and 
respected voice of and for the students 
of this campus and as an organization 
which promotes community and helps 
10 foster an environment which is safe 
and supporti,ve, both In academiCS and 
in community life ... " At least, that's 
what Student Commission's mission 
statement says. 

A survey of about 100 students 
canlpUS mostly freshman or 
sophomores- quickly reveals that 
more than 60% of students don', care 
about Studen, Commission and an 
outstanding 90"10 don't know what 
Student Commission does or where 
Student Commission meets. 

"Student Commission serves as 
your voice on campus policy and we're 
looked 10 as tllat by faculty, staff and 
adminiSlialOrs. I tl1ink we really can 
n>ake a difference, so I would hope we 
would be uuhzed by tile students when 
they have issues or concerns about any 
area of the sDldent eXperience." Srudent 

srudents don't know or care 
about thiS organozanon. 

Tanis and the 
Commission do .,vant 
feedback and involvement 
from the student body. 
"We're trymg to take 

those steps to get Student 
Comllussion known as [the 
voice of the students] but it's 
a slow proces.,," Tanis said. 
"It's a slow shift iQ culture 
both for the Commission 
and for the student body as 

well" 
All of the Commission's meetings 

are operi, and on Monday, at 9:00 PM. 
in Hicks room III, but survey results 
suggest los> than three percent of student 
have been to meeting. 

Some students seem apathetic 
to Commission happenings, but 
many rumed out to vote recentiy on 
Proposition A. "1 tilink when students 
are forced to recognize that Student 
CornmtSSlon has the potential to din..'Ctly 
effect organizations and activities they 
are mvolved in, then they start to 0'=," 

Holly Anderson, K'09 said. 
Student CommISsion would like 

to be representative of the canlpus, 
but feels like it needs to change for the 
better. "I don't tlunk StuComm has 

reached out the way it should have in a 
long time and we can't expect students 
to meet us in tile middle right away," 
Finance Director Alex Morgan, K'II, 
said. "We can only reach out so much, 
we've got 10 have some feedback, but 
at the same time there hasn', been 
any level of consistency from the 
CommISsion 10 some time." 

Student Commission IS open for 
concerns or ideas from the studenl 
body. The Studenl Commission office 
is open Monday - Friday from 10:00 
A.M. -10:P.M, in Hicks 112 for anyone 
to drop by and talk to a commissioner. 
Meeting minutes are available at the 
Student Commission page on the 

campus homepage. 

District Representative a No-Show at Rally in Washington, D.C. 
Continued from page 1 

Obama's 2009 Energy Bill will face the 
Ccngress soon, and his climate plan calls for 
an 80 percent reduction in US carl>on dioxide 
emissions by 2050. The goal will require that 
the US invests in altemative energy and green 
manufacturing jobs, as well as a cap and trade 
system that mandates corporate accountability 
for CO2 emissions. 

Most K College students are familiar with 
the ''Think Globally, Act Locally," mantra, the 
guiding concept of many student organizations, 
service-learning projects, and even SIPs. 

But in traveling to Washington DC to 
attend PowerSbift, a national summit for federal 
climate action, K students' focus went global. 
Rallying with over 12,000 young people from 
across the country, the students demanded clean 

energy, climate justice, and national regulation 
on greenhouse gas emissions. On the finaJ day 
of the summit K students chanted and waved 
signs on the Capitol Hill lawn. 

The first three days of the national 
summit, students attended workshops, panels, 
and lobbying training. They heard from 
keynote speakers including Speaker of the 
House Nancy Pelosi, Van Jones, bestselling 
author of The Green Collar Economy, and 
Adam Gardner, guitarist for Guster and the c0-

founder of Reverb, a non-profit organi2lltion 
that "greens" major rock tours. The summit 
also featured live performances from bands 
like Santigold and The Roots. 

Leading students from K were part of 
Michigan delegations that visited Michigan 
Senators Debbie Stabenow ~d Carl Levin on 

lobbying day. 
Every activity drove home the need for 

the country to reduce energy dependence on 
fossil fuels, with renewables like wind and 
solar power advocated as the safest op60ns. 

Beckerman's overarching response to 
the K students, however, was that Michigan's 
economy would benefit most from increased 
utilization of nuclear power plants. 

"Every megawatt of nuclear power brings 
500 jobs," he saId. Comparing nuclear to wind 
power, he stated wind would only bring 50 
jobs for every megawatt of power. Ignoring 
the inescapability of radioactive waste as 
a consequence of nuclear power plants, he 
descnbed nuclear power as "clean energy." 

"Upton supports emission-free nuclear 
power," he said 

The main question, "Will Upton 
support bold climate legislation?" was never 
answered. 

"[t does matter to Upton," Beckerman 
regressed, "that you came here today all this 
way." 

As the dialogue came to an end, the 
near three-dozen students shook bands 
with Beckerman as they quickly filed out 
of the room, rushing to catch a bus back to 
Kalamazoo. However, none failed to notice 
a photo to the left of the office door. [t was 
of Upton and his wife, posed and smiling 
cheerfully with George W. and Laura Bush in 
the Oval Office. 

Still bright-eyed and hopeful, Walker 
sighed. "We just have to find a compromise," 
she said 
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Not Really Sisyphus At All: "Prospect" Sculpture Promotes Women 

Wood with "Prospect" 

By WILLIAM CHEATHAM believe it's a representation of 
Staff Writer the myth of Sisyphus, the Greek 

There's something of a mortal condemned by the gods 
myth about the design of the to endlessly push a boulder up 
sculpture located in front of the a hill, only to have it continue 
Light Fine Arts Building. Many to roll down. 

Trayless Debate Update 
By AMANDA GEER 
Staff Writer 

In case you've been hIding in 
your dorm, during Winter Quarter 
the cafeteria has seen Trayless 
Tuesdays, Trayless Half-weeks, 
and now Trayless Full-weeks. 
The three weeks of tray-less days 
(Weeks Eight, Nine, and Ten) will 
culminate in three open forums 
about the idea of having a full
time tray-less cafeteria. These 
forums,,; 11 be held TIlUrsday and 
Saturday of Ninth Week (March 
5 and 7), and Monday of Tenth 
Week (March 9). 

Although possibly 
inconvenient, efforts to go tray
less in the cafetena have paid off. 
EnvOrg's data collection project 
has found that for every day the 
cafeteria goes tray-les " 325 cubic 
feet of gas and 600 gallons of 
watcr are saved, a, opposed to 
the days m "hlch trays are used. 
Additionally, trays will rernam 

available upon request. 
Despite these positive findings, 

the Trayless debate rages on as 
the project draws to a close. Even 
Facebook groups representing both 
sides have formed. 'Simply entitled 
"I Support Trayless" or "I Don't 
Support Trayless," each group 
boasts around 200 members. 

Comment cards proclalmmg 
for and against statements regarding 
thc lack ofttays can be found posted 
daily on the board just inside the 
cafeteria doors, and are frequently 
written over with sentiments of the 
opposing side. 

For those embroiled In thIS 
heated debate, there will be an 
opinion poll of the student body on 
Tuesday ofWcek Ten (March 10) to 
vote on whether or not our cafeteria 
should become pemlanently tra}
less. Although the opimon of 
student., is an important factor, the 
ultImate deciSIOn rCb'3rding thc 
presencc of trays in the cafetena 
belongs to the administrauon. 

"I've talked to people as 
we've been walking by the 
FAB about how it looks like 
Sisyphus pushing a boulder up 
a hill," Steve Rowe K '11 said. 

But the sculpture isn't, in 
fact, about Sisyphus. Dedicated 
on Oct. 18, 1982, one year 
before K's sesquicentennial, 
the sculpture was titled 
"Prospect." In celebration 
of the 150th anniversary, 
Kalamazoo College's now 
disbanded Women's Council
meant to "promote women on 
the campus and ... [help] with 
beautification and cultural 
projects "-comm issioned 
Marcia Wood, the late K '55 
alumna and professor of Art, to 
create the sculpture. 

According to an Index 
article from the same week in 
1982, the sculpture's "feminine 
curves and outstretching limbs" 

are meant to "give a hopeful 
feeling." Its form '''symbolizes 
the 'creative impulse' and . . . 
[speaks] for the college and its 
future,' according to Wood." 

Wood's first major work, 
titled "Standing Together," 
was installed in downtown 
Detroit in 1980. She has other 
sculptures in Kalamazoo and 
in Kalamazoo's sister city, 
Numazu, Japan, and is quite 
well known as a sculptor in 
Midwest. 

Robert Dewey, who was 
chair of the Sesquicentennial 
Committee, said of the 
sculpture, '''the arches seem 
to pQint us to the future. '" 
Then college President George 
N. Rainsford "hoped that 
'Prospect' would help make K 
' ... a fit place for beauty. Not 
only plans, but dreams. '" 

Now, in 2009, Professor of 

Art Billie Fischer reminds us, 
"There is a difference between 
non-objective and abstract art." 
Abstract art, like Picasso's, can 
represent something, or it could 
represent nothing at all. 

According to Fischer, it's 
ill-advised to read too much 
into the scul ture: "Art, like 
music, doesn' have to represent 
anything... There is some 
kind of figure that probably is 
implied, but not necessarily ... 
As the nineteenth-century 
French painter Maurice Denis 
once said, 'Remember that a 
painting-before it is a battle 
horse, a nude model, or some 
anecdote-is essentially a flat 
surface covered with colours 
assembled in a certain order. '" 

"You have to Ipok at the 
[artist's] whole body of work to 
get a feel for what the sculpture 
might represent," Fischer said. 

---T'H~ S~X Fll~S --
Seek and You Shall Find 

I know how to get a prescription for birth control, but I don't want my parents to know. Where can 
I get tlte pills and maybe for relatively cheap or maybe other contraceptives? 

By MAE NEWNUM 
Staff Writer 

Well luckily for you, the 
Health Center is actually starting 
something new in March for 
us poor college student~. After 
shopping around, they were able 
to find a different company that 
could give them 3 different kinds 
of the pill that they will be able to 
sell for $18.00 a month instead of 
$27.00, which is what it has been. 

As for other forms of 
pregnancy prevention, there 
are quite a few over the counter 
options you could try: 

The Male Condom-
Condoms, available in many 
vatieties (even flavors), are 85% 
effective when used correctly 
and is the only method besides 

-Poor Almost Sexually Active College Student 

abstinence that will protect you 
against HJY and some other 
STDs. The male condom is 
readily available on campus (RAs 
and the Health Center). 

The Female Condom - This 
polyurethane barrier is inserted 
into the vagina and can be 
anywhere for 79 to 95% effective, 
depending on proper use. It may 
protect against STDs, including 
H[Y. 

The Sponge - This covers the 
cervix and contains spennicide 
and can be around 90% effect 
when you use it correctly. It can 
be used for more than one act of 
sex within 24 hours and it needs 
to be left in for 6 hours after sex. 
It needs to be removed within 30 
hours, or your girlfriend faces an 

increased chance of contacting 
Toxic Shock Syndrome. 

Spennicide - Spermicide is a 
gel or foam that is 89% effective. 
It's inserted into the vagina usually 
10 minutes before intercourse and 
is effective for an hour. 

As for the prescnptoon 
contraceptives (IUDs, Depo, 
Diaphragm, Patch, and Ring), they 
will all run you a pretty penny or 
be things you will want to pay for 
with insurance. 

As a rule of thumb, if you 
aren't talking about sex with the 
important people, you shouldn't 
be having it, so maybe talking 
to your parents about the fact 
that you want to be safe and 
responsible about sex might do 
you some good. 
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New Club Gets Students Outdoors 
r:]ll .... r""--------------, abroad and/or graduate," 

By AMANDA GEER 
Staff Writer 

Are you an outdoor enthusiast? Did you 
love LandSea and reminisce about the "good 
old days" when you lived off the land and 
everything you could fit into your backpack? 
Does your ideal date include hiking through 
the wilderness and camping out under the 
stars? You're in luck-the Kalamazoo Outing 
Club is looking for you. 

This brand new club is the brainchild of 
LandSea coordinator Ty Manegold. When 
Manegold came to Kalamazoo College in 
July 2008 he brought with him a wealth of 
experience gained while working in wilderness 
camps for several years. Before, during, and 
after LandSea, many expressed interest in 
furthering their own outdoor experiences. 

"There was immediately talk: of getting 
something year-round going here," says 
Manegold 

After the completion of this year's 
LandSea program, Manegold went to work 
doing research and presented a proposal for an 
outing club to Dean Sarah Westfall and Brian 
Dietz. . 

During his presentation, Manegold stated, 
"the mission of the Kalamazoo College Outing 
Club (KOC) is to provide all K community 
members the ability to experience the 
outdoors in a noncompetitive and supportive 
environment regardless of their ability, while 
at the same time complementing the general 
goals of the school by providing an important 
aspect of a hberal arts education." 

Although this isn't the first time 
Kalamazoo College has bad an outdoors
themed club, Manegold insists this one will be 
different. 

Instead of "fading away once its creators 
and vested, active or-ganiztn either study 

the KOC will be guided 
by Manegold himself, 
who is a staff member 
and thus can "assist as 
an adviserto the students 
[and] act as a bridge 
of continuity from 
one year to the next, 
allowing a smooth and 
stable transition to the 
next wave of upcoming 
student KOC leaders". 

The KOC held its 
first meeting Thursday, 
Feb. 19. A little over 20 

students attended, as well 
as several more who got involved via e-mail. 
In addition to the goals and mission statement 
mentioned above, the KOA is divided into three 
sections: gear rentals, classes and seminars, 
and trips. Gear rentals range from tents to 
snowshoes to maps and field guides. 

The proposed classes and seminars are 
dynamic and sure to enrich any member of the 
Kalamazoo College community. They include 
cross country skiing, wilderness survival skills, 
and such medical certifications as CPR and 
AED, as well as many more. 

Trips are as simple as day trips or as 
intensive as "three day extravaganzas" held 
over the weekend. All of the classes and trips 
will be offered at three levels---beginner, 
intermediate, and expert. 

When asked how KOC could potentially 
benefit the Kalamazoo College community, 
student responses were passionate. 

"A lot of other schools have [an outing 
club]. People need to get out of their books and 
their dorms," said JJ Weber K' II. 

"[Having a club like KOC] is a good 
chance to get off campus. It's a stress relief, 
and we need more things like that," said Jo 
Robillard, K'09. 

"A vital part of being a human being is 
being outside," said Weber. "It's important for 
your soul." 

For some good old-fashioned soul 
enrichment, the next meeting of the Kalamazoo 
College Outing Club will be held Friday, March 
6 at 4 P.M. in Hicks 110. All are encouraged to 
attend, including fuculty, stall; and students. 
No experience is necessruy; beginnern are 
more than welcome. 

For more information, check out the 
Kalamazoo College Outing Club Facebook 
group, or contact Ty Manegold at manegold@ 
kzoo.edtL 
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K's Hussain Turk: 
Out to Expose 
and Remedy Injustices 
By WILLIAM CHEATHAM 
StaffWritcr 

On Feb. 2, 2009, Hussain Turk, 
a Kalamazoo College sophomore, 
attended "Israel 101," led by the Hillel 
Organization, a Jewish student group on 
WMU's campus. He came alone and in 
protest with a sign that read" A meri KKKa 
Funds Israeli Terrorism." 

Turk refused to leave after a student 
asked, and security was called. He was 
ordered to be silent and threatened with 
arrest several times. 

Turk claims that he and onlookers 
were victims of racism at the hands of 
the WMU public safety officers and 
the Hillel Organization students, all of 
whom were white and most of whom 
were male. 

He emphasizes that it seemed 
the public safety officers "assumed a 
connection between the color of his 
skin, his name, and the sign," seizing 
him without direct evidence that he even 
held the sign. 

It is illegal to make an "organized 
protest" on WMU's campus without a 
permit. Turk says it is a shame that "at 
WMU, individual freedom of speech 
hinges on a permit." He asks, "To what 
extend does one person expressing 
political dissent count as a form of 
organized protest?" 

Turk claims Israel is "not a 
democracy," because citizenship "binges 
on exclusion by race and religion." 

He also suggests United States' 
funding for Israel could be used to 
help "Americans who .actually need it," 
especially in the sectors of "welfare, 
health care, and education." 

He says "four-times as many 
Africans die of AIDS each year as there 
are Israeli citizens in Israel, but we spend 
three-times the amount on each Israeli 
citizen as we do on Africans dying from 
AIDS." 

As far as the Israel/US "connection" 
to the KKK, Turk follows the logic that, 
since "the KKK wants an all-white, 
Christian United States and wants to 

Hussain Turk 

deny the rights of others, and Israel wants 
an all-white, Jewish state, US support of 
Israel implies US support of the KKK." 

Why does Turk take such a firm 
stance on those issues? "If it affects me, 
I don't like to let it roll off my back ... If 
it affects my family ... I feel obligated to 
at least expose the problem," he says. 

Hesays, "Seeing my father politically 
active in his home country set an example 
for me to be politically involved in my 
home country," the United States. 

He believes he owes something 
to Kalamazoo and wants to "stay and 
solidify some roots as an adult ... so that 
[he] can come back ... in the future and 
rerum the favor." 

He needed much time to evaluate 
what it means to him to be Muslim, 
especially as a gay man, and says Islam 
has "a lot of cultural values" and he 
appreciates the "comfort of having 
shared identity with other people." 

For Turk, "Religion played a huge 
role in giving [him] something to 
believe in, and something to keep [him] 
grounded," after he was suspended for 
excessive alcohol consumption and drug 
use after his first year at K . 

He says recovery is a daily struggle 
and he would not be alive had he not 
gone through a rehabilitation period to 
start bim on tbe track toward sobriety. 

He has been sober since May 31, 
2008, and says sobering up has lent more 
credence to his passion for politics and 
social justice. 

He was alone at the protest at WMU 
and says it's frustrating not to have much 
support. But, as he puts it, "Changing 
the problem starts with exposing it, 
and sometimes that's [just with] one 
person." 

.. 
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THIS WEEK IN SPORTS 
Baseball Preview 
By JESSICA MAAS 
Sports Editor 

There are 34 men on this year's 
baseball roster and two weeks unti I 
competition. 

20 of those are freshmen, and this 
year's captains say it makes a difference. 

"You have so many people corne in, 
you create a new team dynamic," said 
Eddie Barclay K'09. "It's a good thing for 
the team in general." 

With the new additions and some 
adjustments, the expectations for the 
season are bigh. 

"I think that as a whole we're a much 
improved team," said Barclay. "Once we 
get healthy, once we get all our guys back, 
we have a good shot of competing for the 
league." . 

There are a few weaknesses the team 
will have to overcome, however. 

"We have a pretty solid rotation of 
our starters," said Ryan Benjamin K'09, 
"but we have to have run support for those 
pitchers." 

"I think it's clutch hitting," said 
Barclay. "When it counts, we have a tough 
time scoring runs." 

Last season, the team finished last 
at eighth in the conference with a 12-
20 record overall and 8-20 record in the 
MlAA. 

Benjamin was named to the AlI
MlAA First Team and co-<:aptain Brandon 
Luczak K'IO was named to the AlI-MlAA 
Second. 

Benjamin led the team with a .380 
batting average and Luczak was second 
with .369. Of the returners, Brian Barkley 
K'IO was next with .348, followed by 
Larry Briski K'IO with .309. 

Luczak led those who return with 
a .963 fielding percentage, followed by 
Taylor Fodor K'09, this year's fourth 
captain, with .962. 

Benjamin said that Calvin will 
probably be the team's biggest competition. 
He also named Adrian and Hope as tough 
competitors. 

Swimmers Headed to Nationals in Minn. 

Bobby Dekker K'09 

By JESSICA MAAS 
Sports Editor 

Members of the men's and women's 
swimming and diving teams will be traveling 
to Minneapolis, Minn. on March 16 to 
participate in the NCAA DlII Nationals on 
March 18-21. 

Six members of the men's team are 
participating: Ryan Booms K'09, Bobby 
Dekker K'09, Paul Ellis K' 10, Craig Fleming 
K'I I, Brian Bazzell K'I I ,and Chris Manning 
K'12. 

Katie Stefl K'09 is competing on the 
women's side and it is very likely that Katy 
Knoechel K'09 and Katie Grue K'12 will 
be as well. The official list will be released 
on Friday, and may also include diver Erin 
Campbell K' 12. 

Invites to the meet are given to an 
individual, which allows one to compete in 
three events, or a relay team, which allows 
swimmers to swim everything they have a 
'CS" cut for. 

Competition will be spread out over four 
days instead of the usua1 three, and each team 
has some aspirations. 

"I'm just going to swim filst and get 
some personal bests," said Stefl. 

"I know the guys as a team want to 

get top ten," said Ellis, who also noted that 
they'd like to win a relay. "Taking a relay 
from Kenyon or Denison would be unheard 
of by a leanl like us, that'd be pretty sweet." 

Training for the teams has changed since 
MlAA Championships, as the teams have 
only a few weeks to prepare. 

'There's a big adjustment," said sixth
year coach Kathy Milliken. 

In the couple of weeks leading up to 
MlAA Championships, the teams cut down 
to 6-8 hours of practice per week from I ~.5 
hours. Now the teams have to start lifting 
again, and are back to 18 hours. 

"You go to feeling really fatigued to the 
point where you can't hold your anns out of 
the water," said Milliken. "So mentally it's a 
big adjustment for them, too." 

Milliken has some goals for them as 
well. 

"Of course I'd like for them to go 
there and swim faster than they did at the 
conference meet," she said. "One thing that 
has helped our success this past year is that 
we haven't focused on winning as much 
as we have doing the necessary things. It's 
in1portant to keep that mentality." 

The selected swimmers will down on 
the Monday of finals week and attend a 
banquet on Tuesday night. Preliminaries will 

be held in the momings on each of the days 
Wednesday through Saturday, with finals later 
in the day. Following Saturday's contests, the 
teams will fly home on Sunday. 

Other MlAAschools wiII beparticipating 
as well. Hope will be sending both male and 
female swin1mers, Calvin will be sending 
women, and Olivet is sending a man. 

Two weekends ago, the teams competed 
in the MlAA Championship meet in South 
Bend. The men's team finished second, 
a mere 28.5 points behind Hope, and the 
women's team finished third behind Hope 
and Calvin. The teams together broke a total 
of 18 MlAA records, the most of any team 
at the meet. Ellis also set a national record, 
and Ellis, Bazzell, Dekker, and Fleming set 
a Notre Dame pool record in the 200 free 
relay. 

'Their performar.ce was just absolutely 
incredible," said Athletic Director Kristen 
Smith. "It's just nice to see that all their hard 
work, dedication, and sacrifice that they've 
put in during the year has paid off. It's a 
tremendous accomplishment given the pool 
of swimmers they swim up against. We're all 
very proud of their accomplishments; they 
represent the progran1 and institution well. I 
wish them continued success as they go on to 
Nationals. " 
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Global Warming ... Or Is It? 

Rainbows, Puppies, and Global warming 

By JORDAN RICKARD 
Mass Liquid Consumer 

I made up my mjnd a long 
time ago about global wanning. 
Aerosol is bad and trees are 
good. That was my logic and I've 
stuck with it. However, while I 
was in my parlor perusing the 
Internet I came upon a metaphor 
so striking I could not ignore it. 

Perhaps I had judged global 
wanning too quickly. Perhaps 
global warming is like the video 
of Christian Bale flipping out 
on stage: alarming and scary at 
first, but, after a little time and 
some techno remixes, pretty 
awesome. 

LivingintheMidwestwe've 
all been subject to romantic 
notions of long winters and 
deep snows. Now that the snow 
is starting to melt and there's 
the slightest hint of spring in the 
air I think it can be agreed that 
the cold sucks. It makes rivers 
lazy, snow cones unfashionable, 
and walking back home from 
late nights of ginger ale and 
Monopoly downright lethal. 

Snowjust makes misery, but 

maybe if the global temperature 
went up a few more degrees we 
could see a lot less snow and 
a little more rain. Rain makes 
rainbows. If you're against 
global warming then you're 
against rainbows. 

These alleged "scientists" 
have been trying to tell us the 
devastation that would happen 
to the coastal states if global 
wanning was to occur and the 
polar ice caps were to melt. 
First, one of the ice caps is also 
a continent (look for clues in 
next quarter's Windex) and land 
doesn't melt. 

Second, what have these 
coastal states done for us except 
create delicious chowder and 
refuse to share the recipe? 
Maybe instead of being so quick 
to make judgments, we should 
take a step back and make a well 
thought out, rational decision. If 
you're against global warming 
then you're against well thought 
out rational decisions. 

Let's forget about 
California, Maine, New York, 

Continued on page 6 
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StuComm Cuts Costs, Index Debuts on Scrolls 
By ALLISON LAROSE 
~een of all News Ever 

This quarter, tensions 
reached a high point behveen 
Student Commission and 
The Index staff over cuts to 
the paper's funding. After 
much deliberation, Student 
Commission surveyed its 
members to solve the problem of 
The Index's wasteful spending. 

They came up with an 
ingenious solution: scrolls. 

Beginning spring quarter, 
The Index will no longer 
be available to the college 
community as paper copies. 
Instead, The Index will be hand 
written by K's own professional 
scribe, Kristina Belutz, onto 
scrolls made out of parchment 
paper. Two copies of each 
week's issue will be written 
and put on closed reserve at the 
Library Circulation Desk. 

The implementation of this 
new system will cut down the 
Index's printing costs to $.89 
a quarter and save more than 
500,000 sheets of paper. 

Carolyn Hoffennann K 

Preview of the New Inda SeroUs 

'09, a Student Commission 
representative, said, "Nearly 
eliminating The Index is an 
important first step in reducing 
the wasteful spending among 
the college's student groups. Of 
cours.e not everyone is going 
to agree with this decision, but 
we as a community are going to 
have to learn to make sacrifices 
during this tough economic 
crisis." 

Student Beverly Killian 
K'll said, "I'm kind of 
excited for this new form of 
communication. I think it will 

appeal to people who don't 
want to be bothered with 
pictures and are serious about 
getting their news stories." 

Other alternatives to 
scrolls were considered, 
including hand-painting the 
issues on the walls of the 
underground tunnel connecting 
Hoben to Hannon, and creating 
T-Shirts for the editors of The 
Index to wear around campus. 
In the end, however, scrolls 
were decided upon as the least 
expensive and most logical 

Continued on page 4 

CIAAgent Dimmer IN THIS ISSUE 
By ETHAN ROSENBLATT 
1Js Blood Brother 

There is one member of the Kalamazoo College 
community whose story is more shrouded by mystery 
and legend than any other. Although David Dimcheff 
(codenarne: The Dimmer) has been a pennanent 
fixture on campus and has wielded great but subtle 
influence over us all for the past 15 years as the Men's 
and Women's Cross Country coach, little about him 
is known. 

The Dimmer is extremely careful to reveal very 
little about his identity, and it has only been through 
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Name: Bill 
O'Reilly 

Hometown: 
Hell, 
Michigan 

Year: Six 
Years Old 

Major: 
History of 
Myself 

How do you feel about Kalama::oo 
College? I mean, it's full of a bunch of 
slackers who love Obama and watch too 
much Jon Stewart. 

Where would you go on study abroad 
had YOIl been a student here? Certainly 
not France. We do not like the French. 
Colbert is not a good man. French 
anything is not a good thing. Not France . 

Do you ever find )'ourselftalking in 
circles? Absolutely not. I am a well
educated, grown man. I find a thesis, get 
to the point, squash all of the ninnies in 
my way, and repeat the process a good 
four or five times so all of the liberals out 
there can understand what I'm saying. 
What I'm saying is, I'm in the no spin 
zone. I don't circle talk; I simply make 
a thesis, get to the point, and squash the 
competition. 

Have YOII ever struck another human with 
your fist? Since the constitution clearly 
states that liberal democrats are not 
people, no, never. No hate crimes in the 
no-spin zone. 

Do you have any quotes that YOII live 
by? There are, in fact, two: help fuel the 
fires of war. Also, remember, we lie, you 
comply, watch FOX news. 

YOllr show is very well known. is there 
anyone YOII would really like to thank? 
I mean I do everything all by myself. I 
deserve a big thank you. 

How do ),OU really feel. Bill? Oh shut up 
and get off my show. 

-- Lynday Nuyen K'I2 

COCKADOODLE DOO I The Index, March 12,2009 

Letter to the Campus 
In Regards to the "Windex," 

First off, I would like to 
begin by simply asking why, in 
the midst of liberal K College, is 
the Index, our student newspaper, 
a dictatorship? I ask because, who 
in their right mind, would ever 
elect TJ Kosinski as the editor
in-chief of a college newspaper? 
Much less, who would ever put 
the man in charge of anything? 

I mean, take Franco and 
Mussolini; they trashed the idea 
of personal freedoms just like 
TJ Kosinski. These three men 
have clearly showed us that the 
people do not have a voice, and 
when they do use it, they will be 
undermined, judged, and tossed 
through fire. 

However, I feel the need to 
make a clear distinction: Franco 
and Mussolini were manly 
men. They were strong, tough, 
dedicated leaders. What is TJ? 

Let me also note that we have 
been lied to; TJ doesn't stand for 
Triumphant Jesus (though he may 
argue otherwise). In all actuality, 
it simply stands for Timothy 
Joseph. Do you any great, 
powerful leaders that changed the 
world with the name Timothy? 
The only Timmy I can think of 
is .. . Timmy Turner, the kid with 
fairy godparents for friends . 

It ' s more than the name that's 
lacking the manliness of power, 
I must admit. 'On one certain 
occasion, I asked the Index king 
if he wanted to hang out, you 
know, to try to teach the kid 
a thing or two. Unfortunately 
though, Timothy was not on 
board, as he had a haircut to go 
to. Strangely enough, this was 
not any 15 minute Supercuts job, 
like most males would engage in. 
No, no friends. This was a four 
hour drive back to his home so 
his special little haircutter could 
snip, cut, trim (and are those 
highlights ?) just how he likes it . 
Fantastic! 

Shall we move onto the 
attitude of this proclaimed hip
cat? He's obviously a force that 
can easily be reckoned witli, I 
mean, as I've said, just look at 
the kid. But where does he come 
off being a snobby, know-it-all 
who's the best at everything? 
Have you ever heard TJ mention 
the game 'flip cup?' Oh, trick 
question, does a sentence come 
out of his mouth that isn't relating 
to a game in which you throw 
plastic cups into the air and hope 
they land correctly? 

How can he lead in such a 
terrible condition? Do. you really 
think Mussolini cared about 
plastic, red cups? No, he was 
out gaining power, rallying the 
troops! Did I mention, for all 
of this talk of [false] greatness, 
TJ's own staff members have 
murdered him at his own game! 
[Editors Note: Despite all other 
claims made in this letter, this 
comment is the most egregiously 
erroneolls J 

The point then becomes 
that TJ is running the Index as a 
fascist regime. He needs to stop 
talking his game, and step up 
his game. He needs to save his 
$300.00 haircuts and invest that 
money into some real graphics, 
some real layout artists, and some 
real stories for god sakes . We're 
stuck writing about bumble bees, 
friendliness (TJ's expertise?), 
and Will Watts. 

People, it's time to come 
together and unite. We need to 
throw this bigot to the wolves as 
he has done to us throughout the 
weeks . He is a trader, a deceiver, 
a moron, a fascist, a comic-less 
little blonde boy lost in a world 
of big, hungry dogs. It's dinner 
time! 

By the way, don't forget to tell 
editor-in-chief, Mary Corcoran, 
that she is doing a great job and 
to keep up the fantastic work! 

Lyndsay Nuyen K'12 
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Th~ Index encourages reader response in 

the fOrm of letters to the editor. The Index reo 
serves the right to edit for clarity, length. gram· 
mar and libel. Also reserved is the right to not 
print letcers to the editor or to print them in 
their entirety. Signed letters are preferred. but 
unSigned letters dealing with sensitive issues will 
be accepted and printed at the discretion of the 
Editorial Board. 

Letters should be submitted via e-mail by 
midnight on the Sunday befOre the issue in which 
they are to appear. Please contact The Index with 
any further issues or inqurrics. Please uc:p letters 
to 300 words or fewer. 

The: Index makes no e:ndorsemem of the: 
points of view and opinions expressed in articles 
or letters appearing within its pages. All opinions 
are: the work of the authors. 

Correction: 

In the March 5, 2009 issue of 
The Index, William Cheatham's 
article, "Not Really Sisyphus At 
All: 'Prospect' Sculpture Promotes 
Women," falsely stated that 
Kalamazoo College's Women's 
Council had been disbanded. In 
fact, the Women's Council remains 
an active and lively presence on 
campus, responsible for several 
events, in addition to sponsoring a 
generous scholarship. We apologize 
for the error. 

* Despite the satirical nature 
of this issue of The Index, this 
correction is entirely serious 
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Pantless Tuesdays: K Students 
Taking It Off to Save the World 
By MAE NEWNUM 
Knower of All that is Sex and Files 

Pantless Tuesdays, a new movement 
on campus sponsored by EnvOrg, the 
Economics and Business Club, and 
SHAG started last week with numerous 
students choosing to leave the jeans off 
while attending class. 

According to the movement's 
organizers, "going pantless" does a lot 
of good. Nomo Pants K' II, leader of 
EnvOrg, said, "Jeans waste so much 
of our Earth's natural resources. First, 
we're cutting back on laundry and the 
water and electricity it wastes. Second, 
by not wearing pants, the destruction of 
helpless cotton plants is lessened." 

Sav Mony, K'09, leader of the 
Economics and Business club, raved 
about the amount of money that college 
students could save if they stopped 
wearing pants so often. ''Now, since the 
college charges to do laundry, we should 
take every chance we can to not do it," 
Mony said. ''Not wearing pants will do 
just that." 

Crystal Ball, only all the freaking time," 
Strong said. "Hopefully, we will have a 
pantless campus all the time." 

Most students seem very happy with 
the idea of Pantless Tuesdays. 

"I get to sleep in for 45 Qlore minutes 
since 1 don't have to choose which pair of 
pants to wear in the morning," Liz Sleet, 
K'12, said. "1 only have to make sure my 
underwear is cute and I'm ready to go out 
the door." 

Not everyone is too happy with the 
idea of Pantless Tuesdays, though. The 
newly formed Anti-Pantless Tuesdays 
group (APT) has strong views on the 
movement. 

"I kind of don't like the idea of this," 
Levi Panon, K'12, president of APT, 
said. "1 mean, sure, 1 love running around 
in my underwear, but what next? I don't 
want no naked guys in my math class." 

K 's Fashion Club is also disappointed 
with students' eagerness to stop wearing 
pants. "It's so hard to follow fashion 
trends when not wearing pants," Vo Gue, 
K'09, leader of the Fashion Club, said. 
"Some of the cutest trends this spring are 
new jeans!" 

A forum will be held on Friday 
of Exam Week to discuss the future of 
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The leader of SHAG, Rob Strong, 
K' I 0, exclaimed that "going pantless" 
makes students and staff feel better 
about themselves and therefore increases 
happiness and productivity. "Think Pantless Tuesdays. Students Take Part in Pantless Tuesdays and Bare Legs for EnvOrg 

An Apology to Those Expecting an Article from Colin King 

Delinquent Writer Winds Up in Video Game 

Dear Readers, 

Had all gone accordlDg to 
plan, this space would have 
been filled with a witty and 
clever piece from Index staff 
writer extraordinaire Colin 
King K' II. Hailing from 
Granby, Connecticut, the well
known world capital of dark 
humor and sickly satire, King 
was slated to be our star writer 
for the Windex Winter 2009 
Edition. 

But then he disappeared. 
Dropped off the radar. Vanished 

into thin air. Went AWOL, if 
you will 

King was last sighted ID 

his dorm on Saturday, March 
10 at 9:45 P.M., just fifteen 
minutes before his article was 
due at Index headquarters. 
Roommates report he was 
entranced in his video games 
shortly before disappearing. 

Since that night, he has not 
responded to phone calls, text 
messages, tweets. emails, eggs 
at his window, pounds on the 
door, or telepathic manifestos. 

The Index's editorial staff 

takes this matter very seriously 
and is currently organizing 
search parties and a task force 
to enforce punishments which 
are yet to be determined. 

As always, we encourage 
reader response, and so we 
ask. How would you teach 
Colin a lesson? 

Please submit suggestions 
to index((i)kzoo.edu 

We apologize for 'such 
boldfaced irresponsibility. 

Sincerely, 
Mary & TJ 
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Chemistry Student Lost in Dow for Two Weeks: 
Suffers Scurvy, Lack of Communication Skills, 

and Scientific Disillusionment 

Above: Studying a Map, Bottom Right: Land hoI 

By ELIZABETH PORTER 
Zombie Staf[Writer 

For sophomore Linus Bohr K 'II, 
it has been a rough two weeks . Bohr, 
found Monday morning after getting 
lost within one of Dow's chemistry 
labs, is glad the have the ordeal behind 
him. 

On November 3,d, Bohr entered the 
lab to do some extra work and he ended 
up working through the night. "I woke 
up after falling asleep in my goggles," 
he said, "and 1 just throught to myself, 
'I guess 1 better keep working, this 
project isn't done yet. '" Before Bohr 
realized it, several days had gone by. 
He had simply lost track of time. 

"The last thing 1 remember, 
Obama had just been elected .. .! don't 

remember anything past that." 
Friends of Bohr grew concerned. 

"He usually goes into Dow and spends 
a couple hours, sometimes a night, 
there," said Flora Avogadro K '10. 
"We got worried when we noticed 
that he had left his Orgo book in his 
room .. . he usually carries it with him 
everywhere, and so we were totally 
perplexed," Avogadro said, wiping 
away a tear. 

Avogadro and friends contacted 
Campus Security in an attempt to 
help locate Bohr. Dusty Sluggish, 
with the Kalamazoo College Office 
of Security, commented: "This sort 
of thing is very rare. Usually, by the 
time we get around to looking for lost 
students, they have already escaped .. 
errr ... found their way out. The golf 

cart is very hard to drive in the snow, 
too," Sluggish added. "Where is Dow, 
anyway?" he asked, laughing. 

In the early hours of Week 10, 
after setting off several explosives 
in an attempt to draw attention to his 
dire situation, Bohr was found. "I 
was really, really hungry," he said. 
Several professors came running after 
they heard the "BOOM!" that resulted 
from the expolsive mixture. "When 
we found him, he looked very thin and 
very dirty" said one professor. Bohr 
said he was covered in dust from the 
explosion, but survived the worst of it 
by hiding in a trash can. 

"I'm just so glad I'm out," Bohr 
said. "I think its going to be hard for 
me to go into Dow again anytime soon, 
1 get scared just thinking about it." 

Index Paper 
Scrolls Cont. 
Continued from page ,I 
option. 

Sarah Gold K'IO, a Student 
Commission representative who voted 
in favor of the switch to scrolls said, 
"The switch seems logical because 
print news is becoming obsolete 
with the various other technologies 
available today. If I can just look at 
my e-mail, television, or cell phone 
to get a two sentence summary of my 
news, why would I want to actually 
read something that's longer?" 

Student Commission issued a 
statement saying that switching from 
paper to scrolls will actually increase 
readership for The Index, because it 
gives it new publicity and students 
will be excited for the new design. 

Student Kevin Marl K'II said, "I 
have never once picked up a copy of 
The Index, but if it becomes available 
in scroll form 1 am definitely going 
to check it out. It will be like we've 
gone back to the time of Jesus, and 
to have that kind of feeling evoked 
as I'm reading my school newspaper 
will make it worthwhile." 

The editors of The Index have 
not yet responded to this decision, but 
are rumored to have sent an e-mail 
to the Student Commission President 
requesting a meeting. 

Want to become 

SUPERCOOL? 
Join The Index! 

Because everyone reads it, 

and everyone cares! 

••• 
Meetings Sunday night, 

7 PM in the Hicks Student 

Development Suite 
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K Praised for Personalized Acceptance and Rejection Letters 
By COLLEEN LAWRENCE we very carefully reviewed 
Index Goblin each and every application," 

Kalamazoo College was 
recently recognized for its 
personalized and detailed 
acceptance and rejection 
letters. The school is known for 
drawing from students' essays 
and letters of recommendations 
when informing applicants of 
their admissions decision. 

"We here [Office of 
Admissions 1 find it very 
important to let a student know 

said an Admissions employee. 
"Sometimes, though, applicants 
just stink, and it's our duty 
to give those letters the same 
attention." 

Crafting rejection letters is 
a skill in itself and is not to be 
taken lightly. 

"A lot of time is put into 
exacting the details that make 
our letters stand out among 
others, especially when you 
know a student is sitting on a 

pile of rejections," said another 
Admissions employee. "We 
want ours to be the memorable 
ones." 

One student, who applied 
early decision to K, found her 
rejection letter quite memorable. 

"Seriously, what the hell? 
They told me not to even try 
again at regular decision. 
'Please, we ask you spare us 
the time and pain of once again 
reviewing your lame excuse of 
an application.' What is that?" 
said Student. 

"Crafting rejection letters is a skill in 

itself and is not to be taken lightly." 

Another applicant, wishing 
to remain anonymous, graffitied 
the school in a moment of passion 
and rage after receiving his 
letter. He came to the prestigious 
and nationally recognized school 
paper to share his story. 

"I've never been so 
personally attacked in my life. 
'After reviewing your high-

school courses and grades, you 
clearly lack the brain power to 
participate in higher education.' 
So I decided to pursue art." he 
said. "Thank you, admissions 
people, for pointing me in the 
right direction. I hope my art 
is a beacon of beauty on your 
campus." 

Hornet Roomie Keeps Stingin' My Heart, Making Me Cry 
The Difficulties o/Living with the Campus Mascot 
By ALLIE]ACOBS 
Resident Mouseketeer 

The minute Bobby Peterson K'I2 got his 
roommate form during the summer, he eagerly 
filled it out, writing a detailed description of 
his sleeping habits and making sure to note 
that he was an extreme neat freak. 

Nowhere on the form was there any 
statement about whether or not students had 
a preference for honey or minded being stung 
every so often. When Peterson arrived at K 
on the first day of freshman orientation, he 
raced up the stairs of Hoben Hall, lugging 
suitcases and boxes. 

His jaw flew open and the luggage he 
was carrying tumbled onto the floor as he 
saw streams of orange and black whizzin~ 
through the air of room 321. 

Peterson's roommate form somehow 
indicated that he would be a perfect match 
with the giant Kalamazoo mascot, Buzz the 
hornet. 

"Some mornings I wake up thinking that 
I am in some kind of a dream, or better yet, a 
nightmare," said Peterson. "Many times I've 
opened my eyes to see honey splattered all 
over my bed and on the floor. One morning 
my hair was literally stuck to the pillow! It 
was disgusting." 

Despite Buzz's love for honey and giving 
Peterson a good stinging when he's angry or 
stressed out, the two do share some similar 
qualities. 

"Buzz loves buzzing loudly to the 
rhythm of my guitar-playing or as I beat-box 
randomly," said Peterson. "Who knew that 
we would get along in that sense?" 

While Buzz and Peterson were matched 
well by their shared interest in music, their 
RA made sure that the two could still live in 
the same room without killing each other. 

"I sat down with them as they filled out 
their roommate agreement form," said Ryan 
Bandy K 'II. "Buzz insisted on building a 
giant nest in place of his bed. He said he 
absolutely could not have enough energy to 
go cheer at sports events without it," Bandy 
said. 

Peterson frequently considers moving to 
a different room, but students run in the other 
direction the minute he approaches them 
about rooming with Buzz. 

"There's no way I could put up living 
with a giant hornet," said Nick Case K'12. 
"Bobby always has honey all over him, and 
he's picking stingers out of his skin in class. 
Buzz is absolutely crazy." 

On the upside, Buzz has gotten Bobby 
out of some homework assignments due to 
his daily honey spills, but normally tries 
to take his wildness down a notch when it 
comes to study time. 

Over the course of the year, Bobby has 
taken notice of Buzz's admirable qualities, 
such as his spunk and his love for sweet 
flowers, and hopes that Buzz will put the 
stinger and stickiness away for awhile. 
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Satunday's Snuggie Party on Davis a Big Hit, Studs Say 
By MAE NEWNUM 
Twitter ~een 

Davis House held a huge but 
exclusive Snuggie-only party on 
Satunday, (the magical Beatles' 
eighth day of the week), Feb. 29, 
fer some lucky and very happy 
students and friends. 

''This was the greatest day of 
my life," Corky Corcoran, K'll 
said. "It will be the one thing I 
remember from when I was here 
at K. I simply can't explain. You 
had to be there to feel the totes 
awesome-ness of it all." 

Only boys and girls who 
showed up that wonderful day 
wearing a burgundy, royal blue, or 
sage green Snuggie were granted 
permission into Davis House. 
Anyone not wearing an authentic 

Snuggie was turned away at the 
door. 

"Gotta keep the poseurs out," 
TJ Kosinski, K'09, an honorary 
resident of Davis House, said 
about the restrictions. "Only the 
hippest hipsters were allowed in, 
and that requires a Snuggie." 

Attendees of the party had 
plenty of praise for the unique 
theme idea. '''The girls in the sage 
green Snuggies looked so fine," 
John Doe, K'IO, said. '''The way 
that they were able to staywaim and 
move their arms was unbelievable." 

Party guests were able to freely 
move their arms to do things like 
drink red cups of milk, throw ping
pong balls, and flip cups, all while 
staying warm without turning the 
heat up in the house. 

'''The Snuggie even kept me 
warm when we were outside, 
chanting around the bon fire," new 
Snuggie wearer Jane Doe said. 
"It was such a bonding activity, 
standing around in our robe-like 
Snuggies. " 

Once people were admitted 
to the party, an initiation process 
began to join the Club of Ultra 
Liberated Trouble (CULT). "When 
you join the CULT," Kosinski 
said, ''you're in forever. It's pretty 
awesome." 

The CULT will be seen at 
plenty of football games and 
other campus activities in their 
Snuggies in the near future. There 
will be other Snuggie parties 
at CULT headquarters where 
students can try to gain access to 

the organization. 
"I don't know how many 

people wiII be allowed entrance 
at the next event," John Smith, 
K'IO, said. "We're pretty damn 
exclusive. I can tell you that you 
definitely won't get in if you are 
a freshman or from Iowa. Can't 
have them in the CULT. Sorry." 

Don't be too discouraged, 
though, if you aren't a freshman 
or from Iowa (those of you who 
are will just have to wait or try 
to move). Jane Smith, K'IO, a 
new member of the CULT, said, 
"Everyone should try multiple 
times to get in. Snuggie parties at 
Davis House cannot be missed. 
Buy a Snuggie and try your heart 
out to get in. The party was simply 
completely awesome." 

Legendaty Sasquatch Spotted on K's Campus Once Again 
ByOTIS]ACK 
Contributor 

Few students at Kalamazoo College are 
aware of the rare and Illustrious beast that 
lives amongst them. No, I'm not talking about 
Christopher Simon K'09,but rather another, 
1Jlore mythic K senior: Sasquatch. 

Also known as Big Foot, the large, hairy, 
bipedal humanoid came to Kalamazoo College 
for is liberal arts reputation and nationally 
recognized Cryptozoology department. 

Living in a Chrissy suite its freshmen 
year, Sasquatch frequented the caf~teria for 
sustenance and nutrition. However, with little 
explanation, the beast's cafetorium attendance 
ceased by spring quarter, 2006 and its 
lunchtime/dinnertime attendance has become a 

of student lore. 
Nevertheless, the student community and 

ethologists such as myself have been shocked 
to spot the elusive Sasquatch on K's campus 
once again. 

It is unknown where the brute resides off
canlpus; some say the Greenbriar Apartments, 
but one thing IS for sure: It is back. 

Tilles of Sasquatch dining on Sodexho 
catering are more than three years old at this 

'pOInt and as such, the creature's return to the 
cafeteria is surprising, but not without a basIC 
understanding; it once was gone, but now has 

returned. 
However, sightings of the creature in the 

library are a startling new phenomenon that has 
the student body in an uproar. During a sighting 
Monday night, Michelle Myers K'lO exclaimed, 
"What are you doing here? You're never in the 
library!" 

Much like Tray less Tuesdays or Proposal 
A, Big Foot sightings have evoked both negative 
and positive responses from the student body. 

Witnesses recently overheard Collin 
Brummel K'I 1 shouting, "Why are you in the 
cafeteria?!" at the creature as It sat beside her 
dWllIg dinner on Monday. It is events ItKe those 
that speak to the distain some students have upon 
spotting the beast. 

1bank:fully, some students, such a William 
Watts K'09 are of the gentler variety. "It's nice 
seeing him in the library," explained Watts after 
commenting on Sasquatch's "toned muscle 
mass" and "ability to really move." 

Regardless of the reasons behind Sasquatch's 
resurgence on Kalamazoo College's campus, 
the student body is lucky to have such mythic a 
senior grace its campus commlUlity once again. 

To catch a sightIng of Sasquatch with your 
own eyes, visit the libra/) nightly, the cafeteria 
occasionally, and, according to Watts, the DaVIS 

house, where Sasquatch is rumored to OJ 
nightly. 

The L~gendary Sasquatch Striding at K 

Against Global 
Wanning? 
You're Against 
Puppies. 
Continued from page 1 

and those other states that are 
next to the Atlantic Ocean 
and the, oh yeall, Oregon and 
Washington. The Internet 
reports that the highest property 
values in the country are for 
waterfront property. So if the 
ocean creeps up the beaches 
a few hundred miles then, 
economists" report, the value 
of the ocean front property 
will rapidly decrease. This wiII 
leave the only developed beach 
property around the Great 
Lakes. 

Go Michigan! Oh, and 
even better, a certain rival 
car producing country will 
be underwater (look for clues 
in next quarter's Windex). If 
you're against global warming 
then you're against Michigan. 

Global warming is an 
expansive and complex issue 
full of a myriad of opinions, 
and I've come to the conclusion 
that everyone who is against it 
is a pessimist (and possibly a 
communist). The human race 
is constantly evolving, so why 
shouldn't the coastlines evolve 
too? Why shouldn' t Michigan 
get a chance to be the star state 
for a while? 

The next time you think 
about global warming, I want 
you to think about impoverished 
families suffering right here 
in Kalamazoo. I want you to 
think about the innocent little 
children who only wish Japan 
would make like Atlantis. I 
want you to think about every 
puppy who won't get his bowl 
of chow because you bought a 
hybrid. If you're against global 
warming then you're against 
puppies. 
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Drop Out and Get Famous: The Hard and Fast Rules of Attending K College 
By KAITLYN WALTER 
Expert Candlemaker 

Like Selma Blair, you too can 
drop out ofK and become a famous 
actor. You might think 'Don t 1 need 
that sheet of paper 1 get when I 
graduate?' The answer is no. Even 
after a single academically rigorous 
year here you'll probably have a lot 
of what life can throw at you. 

The only reason you're leaving 
after a year is because you've 
realized that you'd rather be making 
$40,000 per shoot instead of paying 
that much for classes. 

Here are five reasons that 
producers will want you even if 
you've only been at K for a short 
time: 

1. Directors will see that 
you're smart enough to know when 
something is eating you alive and to 
get out before it does. It's very useful 
to know when determining whether 
to use a stunt double instead of 
jumping out of the plane yourself. 

2. Any research skills acquired 
at K will be extremely helpful. 
Producers will see that ''K'' on the 
resume and think 'Now I'll have 
someone who can research a role 
properly!' K students also have the 
ability to stay true to themselves 
even when engrossed in different 
roles. They can multitask with the 
best of them. 

3."Connections, connections, 
connections" is much more 
important that "location" for K 
students. Having gone. to K for any 
amount of time you'll be able to 
find alumni anywhere and they'll 
automatically know what you've 
gone through. This is immensely 
important in building relationships 
in the workforce. 

4. The work schedule of K 
closely resembles that moment when 
you have 1 5 seconds to figure out 
how to stop the train from flying over 
a cliff. Employers recognize this and 
know they've hired someone who 

Dollar, Dollar Bills Y'all: Two Soon-to-Be Drop Outs Hopingfor Fame 

can take the pressure of cramming 
a whole script in a night for a shoot 
that starts the next day. 

S. Students are often 
asked about themselves, their 

accomplishments, and what they 
hope to gain from experiences at 
K. Being able to speak about these 
things in a clear and concise manner 
is one of the most important aspects 

to becoming famous. In order gain 
a role it is important to be able to 
promote yourself. If anyone ~ 
spin something together that will 
sound impressive it's K kids. .. 

With the Clock Ticking, Resourceful Senior Proposes Own LACs 
ByOTIS]ACK 
Contributor 

In its cwrent curriculwn, 
Ka1amazoo College requires its 
students to attend twenty-five LACs, 
or Liberal Arts Colloquiums, as 
part of the graduation requiremenl 
With dozens of LACs oJfured each 
quarter, this is a feat easily achieved, 
but fur senior Gerry Garner, it is 
quite the opposite. 

Having refused to attend any 
LACs previous to the spring term 
immediately before his graduation, 
Garner is petitioning the LAC 
Advisory Committee to accept 
participation in his own 1ine of self
produced LACs. 

According to the school's 
website, ''the program contributes 
to campus life by celebrating the 
ongoing pursuit of knowledge, 
artistic innovation, intercultural 
understanding, and moral inquiry." 

Garner argues that his own 
LACs, which he hosts in his oJI
campus apartment, do just thal 

''My events link the audience 
to a broader intellectual conversation 
or cultural experience," explained 
Garner, "which is completely in line 
with the quantifYing criteria shown 
nline " o . 

Garner's LACs are made up 
of hour-long personal rants on pop 
culture, u<.ua11y limited to his DVD 
and music collection. "Just the other 
day I rambled on the pros/cons and 
differences/similarities of the new 
Watchmen film and the original 
Watchmen graphic novel. You can't 
get more intellecml than !hat,'; said 
Garner. 

Previous Garner LACs include 
"Beatie:; vs. RolJing Stones: Game 
On" and "How Cool Is Syncing Up 
Wizard ofOz with Pink Floyd's Dark 
Side of the Moon?" 

His m0St well attended LAC was 

titled ''Kat)' Perry - Hot N Cold," an 
event in which he demonstrated to 
attendees dance moves that go well . 
with song. 

"I learned a lot at that even!," 
said Matt Gumbleton K'09, a vocal 
supporter of Garner. 

Garnerfeelsthathiseventsshould 
be accepted by the college because he's 
a qualified speaker. Garner explained, 
"Why make the College Republicans 
pay to sponsor Mike Cox when you 
can get this registered IMDb user for 
free?" 

Garner's other supposed 
qualifications include knowing the 
words to Weezer's Blue Album by 
heart and seeing Fight Club over 
twenty times. 

Whether or not the college will 
accept Garner's proposal has yet to be 
seen as the LAC Advisory Committee 
has not yet issued a formal response. 
However, it is known that any LAC 
proposals are due weeks in advance 

and Garner will most likely not 
suoceed. 

"Man, if this doesn't work 
out, I'm realJy screwed," responded 
Garner when fitced with the reality of 
the situation. 

Week 1 
Thursday, April 2 
"Led Zeppel n IV" 
Greenbriar CP 4:30 

Friday. AprIl 3 
"Why Oid VHS Dill? A Look at 
How Awesome OVDs Are" 
G nbrlar07m 

When asked why he didn't 
attend the numemus LACs availabl 
to him in his previous eleven 
quarters at K, Garner's explanation 
was brief. 

"I'm lazy," he said. 

~~1\1I0R"I:' 

8 \Y{'{'I<s Ufll ,1 LAC s ilre 

due' 

Week 2 
Wednesday. April 8 
"Godfather 3: Failure. 
fiasco. or Secret Successr 
GrHflbriar ~ 4:30 

friday. AprIl 10 
"Evil Dead ... Get This 
MollIe Madel" 
Greenbriar 4:00 

Garner's Proposed LA C Chart for Spring .f2.rJarter, Weeks 1 & 2 
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THIS WEEK IN SPORTS 
The Dimmer: Cross Country Coach or CIAAgent? 
Continued from page 1 

meticulous and persistent investigation that 
anything about him or the myths in which his 
character is wrapped are able to be reported. 

Most of what is known that The Dimmer 
involves his many highly developed talents 
and interests: 

The Dimmer studied Political Science 
while attending the University of Michigan 
as world-class athlete of Cross Country and 
Track. 

The Dimmer speaks fluent Mandarin 
Chinese and spent several years in Vietnam 
aiiii China following college. He still returns 
to East Asia on for occasional ''visits'' to this 
day. 

The Dimmer is extremely interested 
i: United States history and current events. 
He shows a special curiosity toward 
international campaigns and trends of the 
!;,iobal economy. 

The Dimmer is a host of the WMU 
radio station, WIDR, and has a great 

acumen of knowledge regarding music and 
broadcasting. 

The Dimmer claims that the bulk of his 
workday is spent at Kalsec Inc., a local spice 
company, where he "rides the spice bike" in 
order to "power the spice grinder." 

From these few leaks of information 
regarding The Dimmer much speculation has 
arisen. The information has been analyzed 
and hypotheses have been formulated about 
the true nature of the man. To most Dimmer 
researchers the surface level information 
appears inconsistent. Why does a man with 
such intricate understanding of global politics 
and a spectacular physique ride a spice bike 
for a living? 

The leading hypothesis set forth by 
Dimmer investigators is that The Dimmer 
is a covert agent of the Central Intelligence 
Agency. What other explanation could 
make sense of his extreme personal privacy, 
his unexplained international trips, and 
his expertise in communications? Could 
K College's beloved coach actually be an 

international spy for the federal government 
and its allies? 

Some suspicious cover stories have been 
used to deft~t penetrating inquiry into his 
life. For instance, no one is ever permitted 
to see The Dimmer's apartment because he is 
always about to clean it. This seems about as 
likely as the description he offers of his job 
with Kalsec. Need we suspect that Kalsec 
itself is the cover for an operation that harbors 
other powerful agents like the Dimmer? 

It may be that the full truth about the 
Dimmer will never be revealed. We can only 
continue to seek intelligence so that light 
may be shed on this legendary figure. If you 
happen to encounter the Dimmer, do not be 
swayed in your interrogation by his renowned 
oratory and persuasive skills. Do not allow 
him to change the conversation topic to 
Michigan football or Great Depression ll. 
Do not be intimidated by the power of his 
beard. We must push past his defenses and 
delve into his wily mind so that we may 
know the Dimmer better. 

32-Man Baseball Team to Take Over the World: Coming May 2009 
By JESSI CA MAAS 
One Woman Sports Show 

It was recently discqvered 
that the 34-man baseball team is, 
in fact, also a militia. 

Witnesses, most of whom 
wish to remain anonymous for 
~ar of their lives, have overheard 
conversations that lead them to 
believe that the team will attempt 
to overtake the college once their 
numbers reach SO; they expect to 
hit 60 next year. 

"They 'said they were angry 
that so many people come to their 
games," sobbed Arnold Ballerina, 
K'09. "If they had just told me to 

op coming, I would have." 
For now, the team continues 

to "practice," though they can 
never be found in the gym during 

"Others claim to have seen the team 

doing practice attacks on each oth

er in the college vans . .. " 

their scheduled time. Sources 
have said they're hiding out in a 
room beneath their field, planning 
their attack. 

According to one source, 
they're also working on ridding 
the college of its women's teams. 
As a matter offact, it is actually the 
baseball team that's responsible 
for sabotaging the softball team. 
Apparently, after being turned 
down by every single member 
of the softball team, the baseball 
team members had had enough. 

One baseball player denied 

the alleged sabotage. 
"Any of them would be so 

giddy to be asked out by one of 
us, she'd probably trip over her 
own feet and they wouldn't have 
a season anyway," he said. 

Nevertheless, an inside 
source claims the women's 
basketball team better watch their 
backs. 

"They're trying too hard," 
said the source. "They need to 
learn their places." 

He said that the team is 
considering letting the volleyball 

and women's tennis teams stick 
around due to the nature of their 
uniforms, and would think about 
letting the women swimmers and 
divers continue if they'll wear 
bikinis. 

No one knows how long the 
baseball team has been planning 
their power surge, though some 
say it started last year when the 
coaches holed up in an office one 
night a week to call "recruits." 
Others claim to have seen the 
team doing practice attacks on 
each other in the college vans on 
their way to and from games. 

Though none of this 
information can be substantiated, 
K students ~re scared. 

"We've always been so 
supportive," said one. "I can't 
believe they would do something 

like this." 
"We don't stand a chance," 

said another. "Imagine what they 
can do with all those bats and 
balls." 

Some students are even 
contemplating transferring. 

"I see them when they come in 
the weight room," said a freshman 
football player. "They're getting 
stronger everyday. I just don't 
think I can be around when they 
finally attempt to take over." 

The administration is 
working hard to keep students at 
K, claiming they to know nothing 
about a militia. 

Members of the baseball 
team refused to comment, but they 
would like to remind students to 
limit their attendance at games -
too much support is dangerous. 
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Students March for Peace International Conference at K 
By JORDAN RICKARD 
StalfWriter 

On April 2, Wes Sly, a 
development manager for 3M 
Corporate Marketing, was the 
first of a series of speakers 
to speak at the weekend
long International Business 
Conference hosted by the 
Kalamazoo College Business 

Guild . 
Sly addressed the 

advantages of a liberal 
arts education in modern 
international business. Among 
the goals of the conference 
were to "examine the impact 
of cultural differences on 
international business, current 

Continued on page 5 

~~~d~Eo~~~e at 0 new 
weDsne! 

Check it out 

What's Inside a Rigor Tortoise? 

March on wall Strut 

By TONI SKALICAN 
Contributor 

On Saturday, April 4, ten 
Kalamazoo College students and 
one professor. Olga Bonfiglio, 
joined in the New York City 
Peace March. The protest was 
organized by United for Peace 
and Justice, a national coalition 
of more than 1400 small and 
large-scale organizations 
throughout the United States in 
opposition of the Iraq War. 

Counesy of Olga Bonfiglio 

The K students were 
accompanied by a local chapter 
from Kalamazoo. theKalamazoo 
Non-violent Opponents to War 
(KNOW). Downtown-goers 
may recognize KNOW as the 
protest group that organizes in 
front of the Federal Building 
Sunday afternoons from 12-1 
P.M. and Tuesdays 4:30-5:30 
P.M., with signs held high. Last 
weekend they made their voices 
heard in the heart of New York's 
financial district. 

By JOSEPH SCHAFER 
Entertainment Editor 

Even in these grim 
economic times. K alums 
are finding success while 
following their profeSSIOnal 
and creative dreams. 

Paul Natonik K '93 and 
Adam Karell K '02 are two 
such alums; theIr L.A.-based 
sketch and improve comedy 
troupe Rigor Tortoise has 
been making wans on the 
Internet for some time now. 
effecti\'ely using the Youtube 
boom to bring their crall to 

Continued on page 7 

Accomodating Vegetarians & Vegans in the Caf 
By WILLIAM CHEATHAM 
StaffWriter When asked if she thought 

vegetarians and vegans get enough 
Among the 12 colleges and protein in the cafeteria, Chelsea Rye 

universities that Sodexho serves in its K'09 responded negatively; "Almost 
Midwest District, Kalamazoo College never," she said. "If the meal does 
ranks first in its per capita rate of happen to have protein, sometimes 
vegetarian and vegan students. it 'll be just rice and ten chickpeas in 

Have you ever thought about it." 
how plausible it is to follow such a Alternative meal options seem 
diet in the College cafeteria? Many to provide little substantive protein 
vegetarians and vegans have been sources, as rice, pasta, and tomato 
finding it hard to get by, but as it turns soup alone don't have enough protein 
out, improvements are on the way. for non-meat-eaters. 

"For vegans, there are [fewer] 
protein options. Vegetarians, at least, 
can have cheese," said Rye added. 

Similarly, Aida West K' 12 said, 
"They put cheese on everything 
here." 

Other students are more supportive 
of the current cafeteria food. 

"I find it easy to eat as a vegetarian 
in the caf," said Julia Gantmant K' 12. 

Catheryn Rother K' 12 said she 
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Vame 
Katja 
Nakesah 
Samati. I 
got a lot of 
"caught
ya, Kalia" 
Jokes 
growing 
up. How 
did I get 
such a 
name? My 
dad is from 

Imn and my mom is Swedish. although 
you'd probably never know looking at me. 

Hometown 
Oakland, CA 

Year: JUnior 

Major: Political Science 

Stlldy Abroad Locahon: Italy aka parddise 

Coolest phrase YOll picked up in Italian. "In 
bocca a1lupo." Literally, "into the mouth 
ofll wolf," but it mcan.~ good luck. You're 
supposed to respond Crepi'" meaning 
"Ma) it die!" 

Fal'Orile Sesame Street character: Probabh 
Cooloe Monster as he and I have a lot in 
comllJon But what's with this new cookies 
are only a "soDlchmes food" slogan? I'm 
not a fan of it and for that ruasonl might 
hayC to go with the Count.lloIICstly, 
who \-an den) the appeal of a emzy 
rl".tII>]lvaman ac\-'Cnl'l 

fln'onte Ben & Jen)'s flavor: Coffee 
Heath Bar Crunch. no quesuon. 

Best class you ve had so far at K. Landsca. 
il counts, 1 promise. 

1171at S YOllrfavonte mode of 
communicatIOn? Strategically placed Post
ils. Or eyes, they tell a 101 about a person. 

What do YOII dlslzke IIIOSI about .\!ichigaJl? 
How dI) my skin gets in the winter r m 
like an alligator right !lOW. 

"hat would be the ntle Of your biography? 
Pumping Sunshine. 

-Colleell Lawrence K' /1 
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Letter to the Editors 
Dear Index Editors, 

My hu.IiJaJXI is the fonner h:ad 
softball coach at Kalamazoo College. 
My twelve year old son found a copy 
of your II:wspaper and was excited to 
see his father's picture in your article 
in the March 5, 2009 edition of Th: 
lndex. Howeve~ as he read the article he 
became upset because there are several 
incorrect statements in your article and 
he was concelll:d about the way his 
futher's resignation was discussed. I 
would like to offer my hu.IiJaJXI's point 
of view on the situation. 

My husbaIXldid ootresignprimarily 
m ~ reasom. My husbaIXl 
accepted the position at Kalamazoo 
College with the understanding that the 
athletic department and school wanted 
to build a successful, lvinning softball 
program. He resigned because despite 
the lack of recruiting in the past he was 
blamed for the low number of athletes 
in the progrJID. He resigned because 
when he was tried to recruit talented, 
committed, dedicated athletes to the 
program he was told to 'Just fill the 
roster." My husbaIXl resigned because 
when he was straight fOlward and 
holl:st in Ilying to help players improve, 
held them accountable for coming 10 

pmctice and giving one hundred percent 
effort, and asked for their commitment 
10 the team, he was called demeaning 
and belittling. He resigned because he 
knew that this wils not the way to build a 
successful program and he is not lvilling 
to go half way or give less than his best 
effort. He resigned because he felt he 

would he less than holl:st if he were 
to offer recruits the softball program 
he envisioned because it was clear that 
he was not going to be supported in 
building that kind of program. He was 
not lvilling to talk the talk unless he 
could walk the walk. 

My hu.IiJaJXI was committed 011: 

hundred percent to the softball program, 
to building a better program and to his 
team. If his resignation was about the 
moll:Y he would have stayed on this 
season, filled the roster, and collected 
his lXIychecks. If it was about the 
money he would 001 have quit without 
any kind of back up employment. 
He received and accepted an, offer to 
coach for 011: season in ArizDna only 
after he resigned from K -UJllege and 
he does not have a teaching position 
there as you reported in the article. If 
it was about the moooy he would not 
have taken the job in the first place. My 
husbaIXl resigned because there were 
fuOOamenta1 philosophical differences 
hetween him, the athletic department 
and the players and he felt it was in the 
best interest of all parties if he removed 
himself from the progrJID. Again, as I 
infonned Ms. Smith, I co~der it an 
insult to my husbaIXl's chamcler and 
10 his commitment as a softball coach 
10 say he resigned because of the 
moll:y. Thank you for giving me the 
opportunity to present his position and 
all our best to you, the softball program 
and to Kalamazoo College. 

Sincerely, 
Shanoon Garoutte 
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When Walls Have Ears --
COM,P:led by Mary B. CorCoran 

That's What She Said 

Guy A: We're two magnitudes 
of speckitude away from being 
anything. 
Overheard In Harmon by 
SirOuterSpace 

We Rant, We Rave 

Guy to Self: Well! I'm going 
to go print out my manifesto 
after class ... 
Overheard by ArtMonster in 
the Library 

Grade School Throwback 

Girl on Cell : Are you still 
fluent in gibberish? 
[Continues conversation in 
gibberish] 

Overheard by POPPiNS in 
Hicks 
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Students Question Liberal Arts Requirements in Light of New Curriculum 

What Is K's Plan? Liberation Plan 
By JORDAN RICKARD 
Staff Writer 

Why has Kalamazoo College 
traditionally been viewed as a liberal 
arts college? The liberal arts used to be 
considered the education that denoted a 
free man (fiber meaning Latin for free), 
because a free man was supposed to have 
a diverse knowledge comprised of art, 
history, literature, languages, philosophy, 
politics, mathematics, and science. 

K's old curriculum (current curriculum 
for some of us) not only required a 
major and a language requirement, but 
encouraged students to try numerous 
areas of study. Many students came to the 
college without knowing what to major 
in, and many who did know often added 
another major or minor based on their new 
experiences when fulfilling philosophy or 
natural science requirements. 

The school 's new curriculum ensures 
some competency in a second language and 
still has the infamous SIP, but somehow it 
doesn 't feel like the same K plan. The gym 
requirement stays, and you still don't get 
gym credit for a taking a class more than 
two times, gauranteeing that students are 
going to have to break out of their normal 
activities and give Tai Chi, Racquetball, or 
even Beach Body Boot Camp a try. 

I want the same variety among the 
actual classes I take. General education 
requirements give students a gentle nudge 
to choose classes that intrigue them rather 

Perc.pIta 
1st place C 75.22 pounds per pe 
C.rdbolrd 
2nd place C 32.29 1* 
BotU .. end CIM 

2nd place C 20.96 
Paper 
8th place C 21 .97 

WuI8 Mlnlmlz.ttlon --",..... ... " -~",,-(. _ .. ...., 
77th of eo _ C 127. ""1* JIIIIOII 

than just selecting from within one's own 
major. 

While the alterations to the curriculum 
will certainly streamline a student's time 
spent at K, they will also remove much of 
what makes K unique amidst the myriad of 
colleges in the United States. High school 
seniors across the country will still read 
40 Colleges that Change Lives, and they 
will still see pictures of smiling students 
in exotic locales around the globe, but I 
worry that they're being sold a Ferrari 
body without knowing about the Mustang 
engine. 

Most of what counts will stay the same 
at K-the professors, the class sizes, the 
buildings, and the students. But as much 
as I like being an English major and taking 
classes in Humphrey House and the library, 
my K experience would be vastly different 
ifI had never had an 8 A.M. Biology lab 
(if only for just a quarter). If some majors 
seem cliquey now, I can only imagine the 
academic agoraphobia that will ensue if 
there's no incentive to branch out into other 
departments. 

I'm sure that no one will protest when 
U.S. News and World Report continues to 
rank Kalamazoo College as a liberal arts 
college. However, I worry that K is losing 
part of what got it ranked among the top 
liberal arts schools in the country. K should 
continue to provide the balanced education 
that has been keeping minds free since 
1833. 

Grand Champion 
/fhtpod"--........,.,,, 

boII>'" "" .... --ilion} 
58.93 percent 

The GorIlla 
I of meteriII. 

1ah~~~~h26Ir8es saved. 

By WILL CHEATHAM 
Staff Writer 

Contrary to popular belief, the K 
Plan-that ideal combination of a liberal 
arts curriculum, the SIP, study abroad, 
and career development experiences 
(e.g., externships, internships, and guild 
participation}-Ioses nothing by forgoing 
general education requirements. In fact, 
the new curriculum is an improvement 
over the old one. 

Kalamazoo College must ensure a 
liberal education, not one necessarily in 
the liberal arts-and that liberal education 
is exactly what the new curriculum will 
ensure. 

An article in Liberal Education makes 
it clear: "Study exclusively in the liberal 
arts disciplines does not guarantee a liberal 
education... Liberal education may be 
pursued through any subject matter, but 
the term implies distinct purposes: breadth 
of awareness and appreciation, clarity and 
precision of thought and communication, 
critical analysis, honing of moral and 
ethical sensibilities." 

According to a 2008 report on the 
Liberal Education and America's Proinise 
(LEAP) initiative of the American 
Association of Colleges and Universities 
(AAC&U), students must become 
"intentional learners"-responsible for 
direction in their education. Students 
motivated by their own interests will learn 
far more than students motivated only by 
graduation requirements. 

Similarly, early-twentieth-century 
educational reformer John Dewey viewed 
students as individual learners whose 
natural curiosity leads to the best learning 
outcomes. Dewey believed teachers serve 
as mentors and coaches or "assistants" 
to students as they discover knowledge 
independently. 

Kalamazoo College students 
experience that kind of "guided practice" 
in the disciplines that interest them 
throughout the four years and as they 
draw upon knowledge from prior 
coursework to complete the capstone 
Senior Individualized Project. A set of 
general education requirements is simply 

unnecessary and intrusive. 
An AAC&U publication, Practicing 

Liberal Education: Formative Themes in the 
Re-invention of Liberal Learning, proposes 
three main formative themes in liberal 
education for the twenty-first century, all of 
which appear in the new curriculum. The 
goals of the first theme----<:ultivating inquiry 
skills and intellectual jUdgment-are met 
by first-year programs and seminars that 
help students "develop better analy1ical, 
research, and communication" skills, as 
exemplified by K's award-winning first
year experience, including the first-year 
seminars. 

K students actively meet the goals 
of the second formative theme-social 
responsibility and civic engagement
through participation in one or more of 
K's many long-standing and dynamic 
community partnerships, which facilitate 
service-learning programs as well as 
internship opportunities for students. 

The third theme-integrative 
and culminating studies~mpbasizes 

interdisciplinary studies, a capstone project, 
and making connections between liberal 
and professional education. The new 
curriculum offers seniors interdisciplinary 
seminars that tackle an issue from a 
multidisciplinary perspective; not to 
mention, K bas many other interdisciplinary 
courses. The SIP remains the epitome of a 
capstone project for seniors. 

Also, K's new guilds play an 
increasingly important role in the K Plan, 
especially with the inception of the Center 
for Career and Professional Development 
(CCPD). 

In sum, a Kalamazoo College 
education need not include a set of general 
distribution requirements. In fact. it is best 
not to have them. Instead of being forced 
to sit through courses they're uninterested 
in, students ' individual enthusiasm for 
specific subjects should be nurtured so that 
eventually-say, duringan interdisciplinary 
senior seminar and the SIP-a student can 
creatively apply a host of prior knowledge 
they fiod still relevant and inspiring. 
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Sophomores Abroad Attend Obama Speech in Strasbourg, France 
By COLLEEN LAWRENCE 
Features Editor respectable for the President of the United "Whileifsanunfortunatecircumstance 

Slales 10 take ~ qw;tiom from fOreign that IroJgtt the JRSident over to Europe for 
Living in France for three months citizem. ... w!'<xe Kiel. G-20 summit and this tour of good faith, it's 

JUS! isl't enough anymore; just a few days Baumgar1fl1 was also impressed great that oor studmts got the qJpOrtunity to 
after seeing British Prime Minister Gordon by Obama's openness to the European hear the Presiilent·s local agenda and got the 
BrOl~n address the European Parliamen~ K audience. opportunity lD see him in per.;on." Morgan 
studmts on stu:!y abrood in S~ got to "It was clear that he was woridng said 
see President Obama speak hard 10 get the Europeans on his side, as he Margaret Wiedenhoeft. Associate 

Ch!1sea Baumgarten. Ted Bealin. wouldn't take qw;tiom from any American Director of the Center for International 
Harold Hermanson, Courtney Kaplan. students, which was sort of disappointing to Programs, was thrilled by the experienoes 
Bethany Kie~ and Eva Schmi~ aU KII, 1IXl!Th:DDSlinlerestingIXU1forllXlllxlugh thestudmtsinStmsbourghavehadthusfar. 
made their way through tight security to was observing the reactions of the audience, 'We are so excited that oor students 
see the speech, but that did na sway their which was IaIgely made up of Europeans. have been able to take ad\1IIIIage of the 
enthusiasm. lk)' really ;uworted him. and whl! !J: was opportunities in SI!a5bourg. While we know 

'111: speech was mmzing. He [Pres. sayingforthem~f'U1, whichwasreassuring it was sm:r luck that our snxIents were 
0Ixuna] referenced the students JI'fSeIlt to me, sinoe it seems lik-e the American able to listen to Prime Minister Gordon 
several times; !J: knew that many of us had reputalion was pretty moch shattered during Bronn addressing the EO parliament. it was 
been invited and several times poinled to the the ~ administration," Baurngar1fl1 mute through thetenacityofoorResidentDirector, 
J'eS!Xl!ISibility upon our generation," Beth in an email statement Mme. Beth Zehr. that our students obIained 
Kie~ K'11 \\TOte in an email statement A1exMorgan,ofK'sCoUegeDernocrats tickets to see President Obama at his to\\n 

'111: qw;tion and amwer ~n agreed that it was a great opportunity for the hall meeting during the 60th anniversary 

was very enjoyable and, I tixJught, pretty K students. celehrntion ofNAID." s!J: said. Obama in Action 
Courtesy of Beth Kid K')) 

Student Commission President Gives Quarterly Campus Address 
By PATRICK TANIS 

StuComm President 

My Fellow Students, 
Near the end of his time in 

office, Thomas Jefferson wrote, 
"No man will ever bring out of the 
Presidency the reputation which 
carries him into it. To myself. 
personally, it brings nothing but 
increasing drudgery and a daily 
loss of friends" And as I once 
again take the opportunity to 
address all of you on the state 
of our campus and your student 
government, the sentiments of 
our nation's third President ring 
in my ears. But never minding all 
of that, my fight, our struggle, for 
a better student government goes 
on. If! have learned nothing else 
during my time as leader of this 
organization, I have learned that 
change is a slow and arduous 
process. B~t the necessity of all 
of it makes this worthwhile. And 
at this particular time, I realize 
there is little better to give a 
person hope than the arrival of 
Spring Quarter. 

If you have seen the rate of 
students wearing scarves increase 
exponentially, it is no doubt due 
to the return of many juniors, 
from all comers of the world, to 
our Fair Arcadian Hill. I feel that 
nothing does more to increase 
the morale at our institution than 
those students returning with 
foreign studies under their belts. 
To compound this infusion, I have 
little doubt that at some point 
soon we will realize spring has 
finally sprung. As the weather 
changes, the campus Quadrangle 
will undoubtedly come alive with 
Frisbees, blankets, books, and 
any number of other delightful 
aCtIvIlles. For these reasons, 
and the fact that all of us can see 
the light at the end of another 
academic tunnel, Spring Quarter 
never fails to be the best of the 
three academic terms. 

Never doubt, although the 
sun may be out, your student 
government will continue the 
good work we have been doing 
throughout the entire year. Winter 

Quarter brought about new 
successes for this organization: 

- The recently announced 
new curriculum was worked 
on tirelessly by the three 
Commissioners who serve on 
the Faculty Educational Policies 
Committee. 

- The endorsement by the 
Commission of the easy, common 
sense, environmentally friendly 
policy of removing trays from the 
cafeteria. 

- An active Public Relations 
tearn that put together multiple 
events with the goal of raising 
the profile of the Commission on 
campus. 

Each of these actions is 
symbolic ofa gradual shift in the 
culture of the Commission. It 
is a shift towards what student 
government should be about: 
presenting a united voice for the 
student body on campus policy 
issues. 

While this organization has 
made progress, this progress is not 
necessarily sustainable. In order 

for it to be sustained, we need 
to fundamentally strengthen the 
Student Commission through the 
ratification of a new constitution. 
We saw what happened last year 
when the Commission did not 
have solid governing documents: 
the wheels fell off, student 
concerns went unaddressed, and 
the students lacked an effective 
voice on this campus. 

As you are reading this, a new 
Constitution should soon be up 
for a vote. We have been telling 
you that this thing is broken, 
and now we are showing you 
bow we are going to fix it. This 
document reflects the best work 
of the Commission, in concert 
with the American Student 
Government Association, and 
the broader campus community. 
Before casting your ballot, I beg 
all of you to take the time to learn 
how direly we need to ratify this 
document. I am confident our 
better angels. and not rational 
ignorance, will prevail in the end. 

Along with a fresh 

constitution, expect the 
Commission to emphasize the 
essentials. We will continue to 
eliminate unnecessary spending 
from the budget, and promote 
fiscal consistency by ensuring 
that student organizations are in 
compliance with the financial 
policies guidelines. We will work 
to address student concerns from 
the very basic, such IS re-Qpening 
the classrooms in the library, to 
the more momentous. like the 
calendar. In a few short weeks, 
I inevitably assume the title of a 
lame duck. I will ensure that the 
Commission passes the torch with 
ease, so that the new leadership 
can hit the ground running in 
addressing your concerns. If 
nothing else, I want to be sure 
that this organization continues 
to make the main things the main 
thing, for many, many years to 
come. 

Stlldent Commission meets 
Mondays at 9pm In Student 
Development Suite. 
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College Responds to Financial Crisis 
By ALLISON LAROSE 
News Editor 

On Tuesday, March 31 , 
President Eileen B. Wilson
Oyelaran and her staff members 
held another informational 
session for students to discuss the 
international economic downturn 
and its potential impact on 
Kalamazoo CoUege. 

ln her opening statement, 
Wilson-Oyelaran said, "We don't 
have a specific plan to share today, 
but we want to let you knmv how 
we plan to move forward:' 

The session provided an 
overview of the coUege's finances 
and contingency planning in 
response to the recession. 

K's financial situation was 
compared to those of other Great 
Lakes CoUeges A sociation 
(GLCA) coUeges. Although the 
salaries the coUege pays to both 
fuU-tiroe and assistant professors 

are below the median of the other 
GLCA coUeges, its tuition fees 
and debt are relatively low. 

Kalamazoo is also unusual 
in spending a significant amount 
of money on aid, with about 98 
percent of students receiving 
some form. This means that 43 
percent of tuition money goes 
toward financial aid for other 
students. 

Obviously, such a significant 
amount of financial aid poses 
tough chaUenges for K, but 
Wilson-Oyelaran stressed that 
Kalamazoo wants to continue 
assisting its students financiaUy. 

"If a student has reaUy had 
something happen to them, like a 
parent lost a job, teU them to go to 
the financial aid office:' she said. 

Like many other coUeges, 
Kalamazoo has decided to respond 
to the recession in a variety of 
ways. First, a tuition increase of 
5.9 percent was announced for 

next year. Second, the coUege 
has decided to postpone aU 
planned construction projects, 
including a new athletic center. 
Third, program budgets were 
examined to see if any cost
cutting measures could be 
implemented. 

"[ know people who are 
reaUy struggling, and we 're in a 
very, very strong position," said 
Wilson-Oyelaran. 

Wolf Williams K'12, 
who attended the session, 
said, "In light of the current 
economic situation, [ think 
the administration is very 
optimistic." 

Other revenue-increasing 
or cost -cutting measures have 
yet to be determined; it might 
be smaU changes suggested 
by students, faculty, and staff 
that end up malcing the biggest 
difference. 

~ International 
a Conference Held 
~ Continued from page 1 ,... 
o o 
3 
3 

• 

trends in international banking and finance, 
topics in international marketing, and 
emerging business models in the global 
field of alternative energy." These topics 
were examined through the perspective 
of how a liberal arts education provides 
"unique preparation for entry into the world 
of international business." 

Friday 's keynote speakers included 
Bill Williams, Executive Vice President 
at Bank of New York Mellon, and a trio of 
speakers dealing in international marketing; 
Corrinna Keller K '92, VP of Marketing 
PartnershipslTrade Marketing at MTV 
Networks in Latin America; Kurt Lentner. 
Director of International Marketing for 
Stryker Instruments; and Michael Ricco, 
President of Ricco ConSUlting. 

The conference concluded witha closing 
plenary led by Pietra Rivolli, followed by 
a diSCUSSIOn of her book Th e Travels of a 
T-Shirt in the Global Economy. 

5 

Legalizing Gay Marriage 
On April l the Iowa Supreme Court ruled against a la\\ 

banning same-sex marriage in the state. The case had been 
before the COllrt SlDce 2005, and the ruling legahzing same
sex marrIage will stand until at least 2012, as It takes two 
years to amend the constitution in Iowa. On Tuesday, Apnl 7, 

Vermont also legalized same-sex marriage. The two states jOID 
two others. Connecticut and Massachusetts, as the only ·tates 
allowing same-sex marriage. 

"It's a good thing, it's kind 
of nice to see after Prop 8 went 
down in California thaI there is still 
support out there. I don't think it II 
e\'er be nationally legalized. but 
this IS still excillng." 

LIZ Solan KI2 

"Well I am of course realI) pleased 
with the situation I was taIking with 
Philip Gorman die other day, and he said 
something rcaIly interesting; he said the 
saymg about Iowa from presidential 
pnmarics, which is • And so goes Iowa. 
so gcx.'S the country.' We can only be 
hopeful this applies to gay maniage as 
well. Unfortunatcl~, bcmg a ~ident 
of QilifOIl1l3, I mu~ admit I'm wry 
skepti.;al of !Ius \\ hole ~ituation" 

Xa\ier Solo. K II 

"Well I think if two pc'Ople 
love each other they should be 
able to marry each other. I think 
Its ridiculous lhat the government 
think!, they can control pc'Ople's 
feelings." 

"Most Iowans are of the 
. ensibilily that nothing IS gained 
single handedly It's always 
a collective achievement. No 
experience is worth having if you 
call't share It with your neighbors. 
It's vel) un-Iowall to be self centered. 
hen if people personally don" agree 
with an issue, the) understand and 
accept other people's right to have 
their own opmions and live the life 
the) choose, which ~hows that Iowa 
really is 'a place to grow ... , 

Austin 7 epeda K 09 

Sarah Baumann K 12 

Comp~cd by Colleen Lawrence 
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Not Your Average Spring Break Vacation 
By ALLIE]ACOBS 
SraffWrirer 

When the words "spnng break ~ 
come to mind. lounging in tropical 
paradise or curling up on the couch with 
a bowl of popcorn sounds appealing, but 
for students Laura Koch K ']] and Liz 
BaughK 'II, heading out to the Badlands 
of South Dakota. rebuilding communities 
on Pine Ridge Reservation for the Oglala 
Lakota people, is their idea of a perfect 
"alternative spring break: 

After volunteering at Pine Ridge 
through tre non-profit o~on. Re
Member, in July 2006, Koch was hooked: 
"1 kinda feU in love "'lth the place. I 
wOlked there last year just because it 
was something different to do." Koch 
encouraged Baugh to join her and other 
volllD.tee!1l Ibis spring for a week in South 
Dakota 

Re-Member volWltrers range from 
college students to church youth group 
members, in additioo to middle-aged and 
older iodilidu<1ls who are eager to learn 
about Oglala L1kora culture. Togetha 

VoIWltrers help fix homes and public 
spaces, and mteract "'lth the commlD1ity 
Additiooally, they get a ch<mce to hike 
in the Badlands, visit the sight of the 
Massacre at Wounded Knee, attend pow
wows and speeches, and receive guided 
tours of the Reservation and Oglala 
Lakota CoUege. 

The Re-Member slaff makes the 
three days of wOlk meanmgful by giving 
volWltrers the <wO£IIDlity to interact 
\\lth the Oglala L1kota people while 
building bunk beds, wheelchair rnmps, or 
outhoust;s. 

When Baugh built bunk beds for a 
family, she said, "It was like Chrislmas 
day for the children ... they didn't have 
to sleep 00 a few blankets 00 the Hoor or 
m the bathtub. Going there is like a third 
world COWlIIy in the middle of the United 
States." 

Spending time on Pine Ridge opms 
the eyes of Americans to the reality of 
the devastating living siruatioos of the 
Oglala L1kora people, showing them the 
truthfulness of the United States' effect 

00 their Iiling conditioos and overnll 
ecooornic siruation. 

"When you go there, you feel a great 
sense of white man's guilt You can see 
the devastatioo we caused," said Koch. 

The combination ofhistorical insight. 
Oglala L1kota "'lsdom and interaction, 
andmeaning!u1wOl"kmadetheexperience 
enjoyable for the two sophomores. 
Nowadays, it is DOt lIIICOII1Il1oo to see 
college snxIents passing up trips to resorts 
m Me~co and setting out to prmide relief 
in areas of the wood that could use a boost 
Students from weU-known schools such 
as Columbia UliveISity, Ohio l"niveISity, 
and Washingtoo UniveISil)·-St Louis, are 
also chousing a new form of spring break 
at Pine Ridge, 

In any alternative spring break 
setting, as Bangh said, "You have to be 
ready ... you wakeupearly and you go oul 

and do manual labor. You get the reward 
of not only seemg the families' faces from 
when you help them ... but you also get to 
meet people who want to help." 

Name: lIana Kresch, 
Major: Spanish 
Study Abroad Location: 

Caceres, Spain . 
-::~ici;~~ I worked at a center for Imml-
QI month they have a party 
country that Is represented among [themJ. 
wanted us to throw a USA party. We bought all 
stuff for the best party. [Thatl day we showed up 
and began to set up. It was then we realized our 
problem: there were 60+ chairs lined up, The coor-.~ 
dinator asked us if we had our presentation ready. 
What presentation? Kids [and parentsl started ar
rivlng.lt ended as quickly as It began and we all 
learned the Importance of having lots of peanut 
butler and U.s. history on hand at all times. 

Curriculum Changes Underway Sodexho Expands Its Menu 
By ELLEN JILEK 
SraffWriter 

As many K students are aware, 
sweeping changes have been made to the 
KaJamazoo College curriculum. The new 
curriculum has been voted on and approved 
by K's faculty; now, the student response is 
all that remains to be seen. 

The alterations, announced March 
30 via an e-mail from Provost Michael 
McDonald, and further explained by 
two more emails from first-year Dean 
of Advising Zaide Pixley, go into effect 
immediately for the class of2013. 

Upperclassmen and students 
matriculating in 2012 have the opportunity 
to opt into the curriculum by attending a 
workshop to get information about the new 
requirements, learn how to structure the 
rest of Lieir years at K, and start planning 
to achieve those goals. 

The changes to the curriculum are 
simple. "Areas of Study" courses are no 
longer degree requirements. This means 
that if you're a math major, you don't have 

to take that creative expression class in 
order to graduate. On the fiip side, English 
majors won't have to worry about taking 
those Quantitative Reasoning courses 
anymore, as they're no longer required. 

Students will now take sophomore and 
senior seminars. The former is intended 
to enhance communication skills in 
preparation for study abroad, and the latter 
is either disci~linary or interdisciplinary
involved with the student's chosen major, or 
focused on a particular topic or problem. 

Rounding out the last set of changes, 
LACs-the bane of many a Spring Quarter 
senior--aren't part of the new curriculum 
either, though LAC-like events will still 
take place on campus. 

However, several things have stayed 
the same. The lim-year seminar remains in 
place, students must have proficiency in a 
language up to the 103 or 20 I level, and 
one unit of P.E. is still required. Majors, 
and the optional minors and concentrations, 
haven't been removed, and seniors are 
required to complete a SIP. 

Continued from page 1 

found many possibilities to eat well as 
a vegetarian "if you're creative about 
it. " 

Hope Rogers K'I1 said she finds 
eating a vegetarian diet at the cafeteria 
about as difficult as doing the same 
while dining out, and so doesn't blame 
Sodexho. 

The issue, however, isn 't just about 
whether or not the cafeteria serves 
vegetarian, protein-rich food. In reality, 
the food has to be healthy and taste 
good too, or else no one gets enough 
protein. Rye said the more vegetab[es 
there are in the dish, the more willing 
she is to take it, for both health and 
taste reasons. 

Executive Chef Paul Carter plans 
to attend a food conference in Chicago 
in the corning weeks, where he will 
specifically focus on finding additional, -
better protein options for vegans and 

vegetarians. 
Carter emphasized that vegetables 

in the cafeteria are cooked without 
butter-the chefs use only margarine 
and olive oil. He also suggested trying 
hummus-an alternative that is always 
available-to supplement protein 
intake. Additionally, Carter encouraged 
students to ask at meals for more tofu if 
the vegetarian dishes run out. 

Carter said it's also difficult to 
provide the best protein alternatives 
in the current economic cl imate as 
his budget is very rigidly allocated, 
but that he squeezes in room to shop 
at farmel'!!' markets and specialty food 
stores. Starting last Monday, April 
6, he added, students may request 
a vegetarian sausage for breakfast. 
Further, Carter plans to add other 
vegetable-protein alternatives that 
might be found in a grocery store, such 
as vegetarian chicken patties. 
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Fonner Monkapult Team Members Make It Big in L.A. and Online 
Continued from page 1 

the masses. Judging by their 
Myspace friends page, it's 
working. 

"We weren't your typical 
theatre kids," said Karell. The 
pai r found each other through 
the football team, not theatre 
courses, and said they became 
partners through a shared sense 
of outsider-ness. "We didn't 
smoke. We were athletes, just 
really different from most of 
the other students in Monkapult 
at the time." 

Monkapult, it seems, was 
the spark that I it Karell and 
Natonik's dormant comedic 

flames. Natonik in particular 
remembers his years with "the 
'pult" fondly: "We used to 
do really good, really clean 
shows. Professors would bring 
their kids-they loved it." 

Paul and Adam studied 
theatre at K under the guidance 
of Ed Menta, and learned the 
basics of improve by studying 
Del Close's "Truth & Comedy" 
in a theatre course. Paul's debut 
at K was a forensics sketch 
show. "Unfortunately, that's 
where I peaked," he joked. 

It's a hard time for comic 
troupes everywhere, but Rigor 
Tortoise is thriving thanks to 

content coupled with design. 
Not only are their shorts funny, 
laced with indie-pop references 
and subtle nods, but their Web 
site is sharply laid out, and 
their videos are presented 
online professionally. 

The pair said the K college 
experience set them up for 
success. 

"We would never have 
come out here if we'd never 
gone to K," Natonik said, 
praising Kalamazoo College 
for allowing students like 
himself and Karell to jump 
right into a nurturing learning 
environment. 

"K teaches you to deal with 
respect and regiment," he said, 
both important parts of being 
a professional comedian. The 
liberal arts approach let the 
boys dip their feet in untested 
waters, and not just theatre
Adam recalled his experience 
as a Frelon dancer as a college 
career highlight. 

"Kalamazoo is full of 
opportunities to try and fail 
while surrounded by brilliant 
people," said Karell. 

The alums even included 
an anecdotal shout-out to their 
football coach, Van Nickert. 
"He would never laugh, so we 

would always try to be funny 
around him-that was our best 
practice," remarked Natonik, 
choking back a giggle. 

Rigor Tortoise even gave 
The Index some advice for 
students preparing to follow 
them into the so-called real 
world: "Follow your dreams. 
Moving to L.A. was scary, but it 
needed to happen. You need to 
make your own opportunities," 
Paul said. 

"You get told 'no' a lot, 
but just keep rocking." Adam 
quipped. "Find what you love, 
and you get out of it exactly 
what you put in." 

Quirky Play, "The Real Inspector Hound," Features Quirkier Seniors 
By COLIN KING 
Staff Writer 

Gunshots and the sounds of Alex 
Clothier's K'09 persistent and constant arousal 
emanated from the Dungeon Theater over the 
last weekend. 

The play, entitled "The Real Inspector 
Hound," was based on a play called "The Fog 
on Foster's Ridge." As thepamphletdescribed, 
"A murder will be committed, an Inspector 
\vill come and be compelled to solve the case. 
During the course of the actio£', someone will 
be kiUed, the Inspector will gather everyone in 
the room, and the crime wiU be solved." 

Despite such a meager skeleton to build 
a play upon, "The Real Inspector Hound" 
turned out excellently. In a weird spin on the 
bare-bones who-done-it described above, 
two critics, played by Clothier and Naseem 
Mazloom K '09 observed a play, commenting 
during tb: pauses on its structure and effiC<lC)', 
a discussion that often quickly turned into 
one's shaking, sighing desire for extra-marital 
affairs, and the other's glaring, jealous desires 
for the murder of her upstaging colleagues. 

At one point in the play, "Sometimes 
J dream I killed him!" Mazloom exclaims, 
breaking Clothier's concentration on his 
unsatisfactory spouse, Myrtle. During this 
awkward pause, the telephone on stage rang 
and Mazloom apprehensively crossed the 
stage to answer it 

"It's for you," she stuttered at Clothier. He 
stumbled over to the phone, and after pausing 
to realize that it was not plugged into anything, 
squeaked, "Hello?" 

His wife Myrtle responded, suspicious of 
his nightly affairs, and while he implored her 
to believe that his night out with an actress was 
strictly professional, the 
play he'd just seen began 
to repeat, only this time 
he was the sleazy prime 
suspect previously played 
by Chris Simon K'09. 

And thus, the two 
worlds converged and 
story lines overlapped 
in a surreal and hammy 
display by aU involved. 
The dramatic maid Mrs. 
Drudge, the diction
obsessed Cynthia, the 
Cleasau-esque Inspector 
Hound, the cheated 
Felicity, the wheel chair 
bound (or 1;0 it would 
seem) Magnus, and the 
suited, seductive Simon 
aU appropriately mocked 
the~archetypalcharacters 

to a raucous response 
from the audience. 

Hopefully the The AJl-Smwr Cast 

two critics in the play would agree with this 
assessment, but I have only one complaint: 
Who gave the actors real guns with blanks in 
them? I mean, I'd be excited to shoot people 
on stage, but whenever an actor unloaded at 
someone in the tiny Dungeon I alroostelbowed 
the person behind me in the face. Guns are 

cool, but my neighbor's bleeding nose meekly 
requests some tone-downage. 

Regardless, the house was packed on 
Saturday, and the Sunday crowd wasn't too 
smaU, so I hope as many people as possible 
got out to see the aU-senior production of the 
goofY "Real Inspector Hound." 

Courtesy of Joseph Schafer 
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THIS WEEK IN SPO RTS 
Lack of Women in Coaching Positions Reflect Title IX Failures 
By JESSICA MAAS 
SportS Editor 

When was the last time you saw a 
woman yelling directions to the offensive 
line on the sideline of a college football 
game? Or the last time you saw one 
scribbling on a white board during a timeout 
in a collegiate men's basketball game? I've 
never seen one; maybe you have. After all, 
about 3 percent of men's intercollegiate 
teams are coached by women. 

There are multiple reasons for this 
gender discrepancy, but what it ultimately 
comes down to is that gender equity in 
coaching hasn't caught up to Title IX yet. 

When 1jtle IX was first enacted in 
1972, women coached over 90 percent of 
women's teams and 2 percent of men's 
teams. A study puhlished last February 
entitled "Women in Intercollegiate Sport, A 
LongitudinaJ, National Study: 1977-2008," 
anoounced that women are now the head 
coaches of 42.8 percent of women's teams 
and 2-3 percent of men's teams. Over.ill, 
20.6 percent of all intercollegiate teams, 
both men's and women's, are coached by 
women. 

Numerous journalists argue that 
women's interest in coaching is simply 
decreasing and that they have no interest 
in coaching men-that's merely a quick 
explanation with which to write the situation 
off. There are numerous female coaches out 
there who will tell you that they'd rather 
coach men. for various reasons. And if men 
want to coach women, why not the other 
way around? There are plenty of people 
who simply want to coach, and the gender 
of the players they're coaching simply 
doesn't matter-to them, at least. 

I'm not at all arguing that women are 
free from guilt in this situation. They're 
not. As many sports writers have noted 
women can't get positions coaching men's 
teams if they don't apply. And as a whole, 
they don't apply. 

It may not be that they don't want to 
coach men; it may be that they don't want 
to set themselves up to be ridiculed and 
disrespected. Who does? For example, 

suppOse a woman is hired as the head coach 
of men's basketball at Duke. Before practice 
even starts, she will have been scrutinized 
so much that if she happens to get bored 
one day, she can search berself on Google 
and read up on herself-all of herself. 

Yes, any head coach who is hired 
at a big name school is going to be 
scrutinized, on the merits of their ability, 
their qualifications, and their chances for 
success at a new institution. A woman, 
however, is likely to be scrutinized for so 
much more than that: What does she wear? 
Is she "pretty"? Is she married? If she's not, 
is she a lesbian? And if she is, what does 
her sexual orientation say about her ability? 
How feminine is she? Is she "up" to the 
job? 

I could go on for a while. Few men 
in her position are going to he condemned 
for the potential harm they 're doing to 
their families by taking this position. or 
have the length of their skirts critiqued and 
analyzed 

And then there is the issue of respect by 
her colleagues and players. I'm trying not 
to generalize and simply say that her male 
players will disrespect her solely because 
she's woman because not all male athletes 
would. It's hard though, to overlook how a 
regular college male has been, and is being 
taught to view women. Popular television 
shows, movies, magazines, and music all 
sexualize women. 

Even if one looks to the professional 
sports world, NBA players are photographed 
very differently from their WNBA 
counterparts. These social constructions 
make it hard to envision that a significant 
amount of male players, colleagues, and 
even fans will be able to respect a female 
presence without making rude and irrelevant 
sexual comments. 

The "Gender Equity in College 
Athletics: Women Coaches as a Case 
Study" also shows that stereotypes related 
to gender continue to abound, furthering 
the attitude that women do not helong 
in coaching, and definitely not coaching 
men's teams. Surveys indicate that women 

are viewed as less assertive, even though 
they are also viewed as abrasive when they 
attempt assertiveness. They also indicate 
that male coaches are preferred because they 
are more authoritative and less emotional. 

But really, if we're going to stereotype 
so blatantly, wouldn't it be better to only 
have female coaches in women's sports 
so that they can relate to their "emotional" 
female players in the mental aspect of the 
game, when this is such a crucial factor in 
the outcome of competitions? 

What we still need, sadly, is a change 

in attitude about gender by the general 
public. And because I am discouraged by 
the future of such an attitude, we need 
women to step up and decide to face the 
probable harassment and lack of respect. 
They'll need to start small and find a high 
school willing to hire them to coach men's 
basketball or baseball and try to work up 
from there. And we need a big group of 
them, not just one or two here and there. 
If no one ever takes a chance, no progress 
ever gets made. 

Hornet of the Week 

Councsy of Sports Infonnarion 

Compiled by Jessica Jfaas 

Name: Ryan BenjamJD 
lear: Senior 
Sport: Baseball 
POSItion: Catcher 
Coach: Matt RIx (3'" season) 

Previous Accompilshmellls: Last =n. 
Bel!Jamin was named to the AII-MJAA 
First Team as a catcher and set a school 
record (35) for RBIs in a =n. In his 
sophomore year, he led the team in hits, 
doubles. triples. and RBis, and in his 
freshmen =n he received the MJAA 
coaches' honorable mention and set the 
school record for RBIs in a season. 

Losf Jfeek: lIe went 2-for-3 III both the 
first and second games agrun.o;t Adrian on 
Saturday, allowIng him to break the school 
record for career hits with a total of 144. 
The record was previously set at 143. 

Week 1 Sports Results 
4(2 
Baseball (1" game): Adrian 20, Kalamazoo 
2 
Baseball (2od game): Adrian 8, Kalamazoo 
2 
413 
Women's Tennis: Kenyon 5, Kalamazoo 2 

4/4 
Baseball (I" game): Adrian 8, Kalamazoo 
I 
Baseball (2od game): Adrian 15, 
Kalamazoo I 
Men's Tennis: Kalamazoo 9, Albion 0 
Women's Tennis: Kalamazoo 7, Oberlin I 
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''Women's Status Men's States" , 
By CODY MUSSELMAN 
Staff Writer 

Last Friday evening, students 
gathered to listen to the influential 
political feminist Catharine MacKinnon 
speak about her specialty, sex equality 
issues under constitutional and 
international law. Once the Olmstead 
room was fiUed beyond its capacity, 
the crowd was moved to Dalton 
Auditorium. 

After an introduction by students 
Leigb Ann Ulrey K' II and Lucy 
Ohle K'09, Mackinnon took the stage 
.MacKinnon's words and presence on 
stage made the need for a microphone 
obsolete. 

MacKinnon began by noting that 
a new model of buman rigbts is in the 
making, concerning the denial and 
recognition of women's humanity. As 
human rigbts are often defined and 
upheld by states, Mackinnon asserted 
that states are sociaUy and politicaUy 
male. They are male, she explained, 
when structures and actions are driven by 
an ideology that puts men in a superior 
position in the gender hierarchy. 

In an international sense, 
masculinity has a power base bigger than 
any state, she continued. Like religion 
and large corporations, masculinity 
crosses borders and asserts itself as an 
international power. Gender, she said, 
is overlooked as a transnational force. 
Mackinnon argues for sex equality to 
be a higb level norm in the international 
system. 

In regard to rape and prostitution, 
she proclaimed that sexual assault (of 
any kind) is a crime against humanity. 

"Sexual abuse enacts dominance," 
she said, "and the recognition of human 
rights against dominance can begin 
to bring back the humanity that the 
exploiter took away." 

Mackinnon noted that in order for 
law to address instances of sexual abuse 
with a sense of equality, the perpetrator 

MacKinnon SpeaJts Photo/Javin Latimore 

needs to be criminalized, and the abused 
decriminalized. "A real equality system 
asks, 'who is being hurt here? And are 
they historically unequal?'" Violence 
against women, she concluded, is the 
greatest challenge to male law. 

After a standing ovation, 
Mackinnon stayed to answer a multitude 
of questions brought forth by the students 
in the crowd. During this Q&A session, 
she spoke more about systematic 
masculinity and "pornography as an 
arm of prostitution." 

The sheer number of questions 
raised and the length of the event are 
evidence that Mackinnon had presented 
many audience members with new 
concepts and ways of evaluating 
gender's role in society. 

"My fi.rst reaction was, '\ am 
so fortunate to be sitting here, listening 
to this woman speak, '" said Mackenzie 
Fowler K' II. Fowler does a lot of work 
at the YWCA on the topic of sexual 
violence and said it was amazing to 
hear someone speak who works with 
sexual violence and depravation on 
an international scale. Mackinnon 
inspired Fowler, and hearing her speak 
reaffirmed Fowler's desire to work on 
behalf of women, she said 

Tma Violante agreed, saying, 

Continued on page 5 

K Receives Anonymous 
Million Dollar Donation 
By ALLISON LAROSE 
News Editor 

In late March, Vicki 
Gorrell, the Vice President 
for College Advancement, 
received a phone call from 
an out-of-state bank asking 
if the college would accept 
an anonymous · donation. 
Gorrell said yes, she worked 
with the representative of 

the anonymous donor, and 
on April I, a $1 million 
check arrived made out to 
Kalamazoo College. 

"It 's unusual that nobody 
knows who the donor is," said 
Jeff Palmer, Media Relations 
Manager. Kalamazoo has 
received several anonymous 
donations in the past, but it is 
rare that college officials don 't 

know who the individual is . 
The donor requested that 

the money be used for student 
financial aid, particularly 
for women and minority 
students. The gift comes at 
a crucial time when many 
Kalamazoo students are 
feeling the financial crunch 
of the recession. 

Continued on page 4 

Di Seuss Debuts New Book of Poetry 
By JOSEPH SCHAFER 
Entertainment Editor 

Even if you 've never seen her 
around, you've heard her name
it's just part ofher persnnality. 

given yearly by the University of 
Massachusetts Press- Amherst 
This year it was judged by Pulitzer 
Prize winning poet James Tate. 

Di spoke with The Index 
recently about working on her new 
book. and gave us a look inside its 
pages. The River Purrs and Bums 
was five years in the making--;-part 
of the book's strength. 

"The good thing about flot 

having a manuscript accepted Ul 

a given year" Seuss said, "is that, 

Di Seuss, English profe&<;(JI" 
and Writer-In-Residence is kind 
of like a rock star in that regan!. 
and it would appear her renown is 
growing. Suess's second published 
volume of poetry, The River Pwrs 
and Burns has aIready won two 
national prizes, including the 
prestigious JWliper Prize, a prize Continued on page 7 Courtesy of Joseph Schafer K'\O 

Social Justice 
Comes to K 

ByAMANDAGEER 
StaffWriter 

Kalamazoo College President Eileen 
B. Wilson-Oyelaran announced last week 
the contribution of a $200,000 grant by 
the Arcus Foundation to provide for the 
foundation of a Social Justice Leadership 
Center at the College. 

Social justice advocacy encompasses 
human rigbts, social work, and equality 

Continued on page 4 
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Name: Owen 
Willis 

Hometown: 
Evanston, 
lIlinois 

Year: Senior 

Major 
Economics 

Future Plans: I 
want to go into microlending and eventually 
[ want to work in third world countries 
mvestmg in infrastructure and schools. But 
before then, DJing sounds ruce. 

Well then. prominent picks on a party play
list?· Kid Cudi "Day and Night." Its super low 
key and it also has that really cool beat in the 
background. That and anything by ODB. 

Opinion on the new curriculum. I would feel 
like I'm gening screwed. but I got to take Tai 
Chi, so it's all worth it 

What pushes your buttons?: Biggest pet peeve 
~ is TWlner. I really really don't care what you 

had for lunch today. [Editor's Note: Owen 
ftll/is does, illfacl. have a Twitter - TJK} 

ThoughL,· all }(zoo Con{e,rional? Apparently, 
I'm the 88 year old Benjamin Buoon, which is 
one of the mo-t clever things anyone bas ever 
said about me looking y'oung. 

What s one thing you think every K studellt 
should experience before graduation?: Tutor 
at Woodward. just because it gets you outside 
ofK bubble and kind of shoW'S you really 
ho ..... fortunate we are to get the education that 
we're getting. 

Favorite authorlGJtistipromillent person: My 
rnvorite artist Mondrian(dutch) but he did all 
the line and squares of color paintings, and its 
supposed to represent balance. 

Favorite animnl: Binterong. It's a mix 
between a cat and a bear and it smells like 

popcorn. 

Things you can I go a day/week witMut: 

Coffee and musIc and hulu.com 

- Colleen Lawrence K 12 
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When Walls Have Ears 
C0/>1?i/ed by Mary B. CorCorM 

Piercings and Everything 

Girl on Cell Phone: .. . he 
is seriously going through 
the evil teenage period of 
ki'ttenhood . 

Overheard by POPPiNS in the 
Writing Center 

The Bic Debate Rages On 

Girl A: Do you want blue or 
black? 
Girl B: Black . It matches my 
soul. 

Overheard by Anonymous in 
Dewing 

How to Spot a Religion Major 

Guy to Friend: God school 
sucks. Well, what I mean by 
that is 'God, school sucks,' not 
'God school, sucks.' God school 
would be pretty cool. .. get to 
learn how to create planets and 
stuff and smite people. 

Overheard by Perch_Belly in the 
Library 

Double Pun-Seven 

Guy to Group: James Bond is 
the master of puns. 

Overheard by A nonymous in the 
Caf 

Photo of'the wed: 

Photo/ Kim upstill K' 11 

Spring Brrakers Jumpingfor Joy 

Submit your photos for Photo of the Week to index@kzoo.edu. 

THE INDEX 
Ex«utiVt Editon 

TJ Kosinski 
Mary B. Corcoran 

Editorial Staff 
Amanda Geer, Arsisfdnt 1#b Editbr 

Allison LaRose, N<ws Editbr 
Colleen Lawrence, Ft4lurrs Editbr 

Jessica Maas, Spurts Editbr 
James Potter, 1#b Editbr 

Joseph Schafcr,Entmainmmt Editbr 
Sara Whalen, Ltzyout Editbr 

Copy F.4itors 
Will Cheatham, Amanda Gee!', Ellen 

jUek & Colleen Lawrence 

The Index encourages reader response 
in the form oflettcrs to the editor. The Index 
reserves the right to edit for clarity, length. 
grammar and libel. Also reserved is the right 
[0 not print letters to the editor or to print 
them In their entirety. Signed letters arc: pre
ferred. hut unsigned letters dealing with sen
sirive: issues Will be accepted and printed at 
the dIScretion of the Editorial Board. 

Letters should be: submitted via c-mail 
by midnight on the Sunday before the issue in 
which they arc to appear. Please contact The 
lndex with any further issues or inquiries, 
Please keep letters to 300 words or fewer. 

The Index makes no endorsement of 
the potnts of view and opinions expressed in 
articles or leuen appearing within its pages. 
AU opinions are the work of the authors. 

ContactU 
1200 Academy Street 

Kalamazoo, Michigan 49006 
index@kzoo.edu 

• •• 
Join the Index stoff at our 
week~ meetings, Sundays 
at 7 p.m. in Hicks Center's 
Student Devlopment Sune 

and make your voice heard 
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New Curriculum Brings About Big Changes to K's LACs 
Why Not to Rid K College of LACs The Not-Sa-Great Loss of Our LACs 
By JOSEPH SCHAFER 
Entertainment Editor 

You might be saying to yourself: 
"New curriculum, new start. All good, 
right?" Wrong. Changing the curriculum 
is all well and good, but suddenly 
making LACs a thing of the past doesn't 
seem like such a good idea to me. 

The tremendous number of excellent 
speakers available to students is one 
of K's best features. There's a limit 
to how much awareness of real world 
issues and philosophies can be exposed 
to students through standard c1asses
English majors have to read about 
older literature, Math/Science majors 
obviously have other theories to worry 
about in class; speakers are the students' 
vital finger on the pulsing vein of the 
here and now. 

So why on earth would we sabotage 
the speakers by pulling the rug out on 
their audience? The entire point of LACs 
is that they give students an incentive to 

see these wonderful speakers. 
Interest in current events is one 

thing, but given the choice between 
a non-optional event and necessary 
homework, picking homework isn't 
just the easy choice, it's the responsible 
one. LACs are more than just sources 
of valuable information and dialogue 
for students, they're convenient guilt
free breaks from heavy workloads that 
allow students to relax and contemplate 
issues vital to our everyday lives and 
philosophies. 

Speaking events are a critical part 
of the open education that make the 
liberal arts education valuable, and LAC 
status gives these events the gravitas 
to pull students in. Without the LAC 
requirement, these amazing speakers will 
lecture to empty rooms, and eventually 
just stop coming. Students don't want 
that. The speakers don't want that. 

Taking away LACs is a lose-lose 
situation. 

kera 
unqlue. 
WI Iti.ditnfI /eep going *' e\e'1t.! 
witIIcxI LAC ctecIl? 

Certain EMI'It8 d"~ 80CiaI 
1rE_)'aI. More ont-hI 
Mnb wi see decreased 
attendance. 

By JORDAN RICKARD 
StalfWriter 

K has always touted the individual 
attention and personalization that its 
education provides. However, this freedom 
has only actually existed within the grounds 
of selecting how we fulfill the K plan's 
requirements. Most of the requirements 
are for our own good. They force us to 
provide assets that will prove useful after we 
graduates ... mostly. 

The SIP provides an academic 
accomplishment that can be tangibly 
displayedbyitscontentanddepth.Experience 
with a second language, ifnot fuJI fluency, is 
highly desired within the job market. Also, 
due to the recent economic downturn, there's 
been a major call for college graduates who 
have sat or slept through at least 25 speakers, 
presentations, or anything else that qual ifies. 

LACs inevitably increase the number of 
people who show up to events that achieve 
LAC status, but what kind of attendants are 
really being garnered to these speakers and 

Wi student! lIMp 
goq*, MtIIa 
wIf/OIJI LAC ad? 

~. KIds Wm I go, If1d 
IN ~ inprtMt. studefD 
will go to Mills Ihal i*nIt 
them. 
ShooId~MnI3be,... 
qt.IIiwmIwiI for gmduatJon? 

I mra.d the logic. b~ K 
sludents hoM eroJIjl CI1 tt .. 
pIriMIs. 

causes? It seemed as though the school was 
trying to root out picky eaters by insisting 
they take at least two bites a piece. [t 
effectively masks student apathy, but does 
little else. 

If only 30 students from a campus of 
1800 want to see renowned speaker X then 
there are aspects of event promotion or overall 
student enthusiasm that need to be addressed. 
At this stage in our academic careers we are, 
or should be, able to identify what we would 
find beneficial to our academic careers, and 
if it's worth sacrificing the time and energy 
to attend it. 

With the diversity of classes, clubs, 
and students at K, I'm certain there will 
continue to be a myriad of events, eventos, 
conferences, and meetings next year. The 
students who are genuinely interested, or 
just have their interests piqued, will continue 
to fill seats. 

The K experience will finally be void of 
the long trudge to an event you don't care 
about to fill an arbitrary requirement. 

..,..8 
1<'10 
Ateyou~ 
cunictium? DSdLACs 
rtotm that deciJion? 

rm n~ chltlIillg 
clone wtil my 

Yea, the ooIege tpends a let ci 
money and ti'ne pIInq Iheee 
MIU' (8 any flllirtc 1M 
attendees. 
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Arcus Foundation Sponsors Social Justice Center $1,000,000 
Continued from page 1 

for aiL Additionally. social 
justice places emphasis on the 
development of leadership skills 
and the empowerment to stand up 
ag-dinst Injusnce. 

The Social Justice Leadership 
Centerisstililargelyin the planning 
stages. A campus planning 
committee has becn established 
for logistical purposes. The 
committee consIsts of President 
Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran. 
Provost Mickey McDonald. 
Chaplain Liz Candido. Dean 
of Students Sarah Westfall. Dr. 
Laura Barraclough (SocIOlogy). 
Dr. Carol Anderson (chair of the 
Religion department), Dr. John 
Dugas (chair of the Political 
Science department). Alison 
Geist (Director of the Mary Jane 
Underwood Stryker Institute for 
Service Learning), Dr. Hannah 
McKinney (Economics and 
Business), Dr. Les Tung (Chair 
of the Music deparnnent). and Dr. 
Jan Tobochnik (Physics). 

The planning committee's 
-

most immediate concerns include 
the development of a governance 
structure for the Center, as well as 
a mission statement. However. due 
to the multifaceted nature of the 
defimtion of SOCial justice, there 
are several questions to consider 
in developing a mission statement 
to motivate and drive Kalamazoo 
Collcgc's Social Justice Leadership 
Center. 

"What does a Just campus 
look like?" asks Anderson. "Is our 
campus going to be a place where 
conversations about thc issues social 
justice raises are encouraged and 
valued? We need to have a mission 
statement that is broad enough not 
to close off any conversations but 
focused enough to know who were 
are." 

After a mission statement and 
governance structure is established. 
the search a director will begIn. 
The center will open in time for the 
2009-20 I 0 school year. 

As tor the future. there are 
hopes that the presence of a Social 
Justice Leadership Center on 

-

campus will impact the curriculum. 
bringing about the potential for new 
programs such as interdisciplmary 
minors focused on issues involved 
with social justice. 

There are also expectatJons that 
the impact of the Center will extend 
outside of Kalamazoo College's 
campus to affect the KalanlaZoo 
community and beyond. 

"I think we have a lot of 
work to be done. but even if you 
start small with goals, objectives. 
and a mission statement, then live 
out that statement, then there's no 
limit," said Dean of Students Karen 
Joshua-Wathel. 

The overall response from 
faculty, staff, and students has becn 
excitement and gratitude. 

"I'm so excited about it and 
I'm think it's been a long time 
coming. I'm so thankful to the 
Arcus FOWldation for having tllC 
vision to allow us to do this at 
Kalamazoo College," said Joshua
Wathel. 

"I think if we can get our 
faculty, staff, and students to think 

-

more in terms of SOCial justJce, we 
can move this institution further 
to the front," she said. 

Nina Young. K'09 agreed 
"I think [the opening of a Social 
Justice Leadership Center) is a 
good idea because it gives people 
a different way of dealing with 
diversity Issues and provides a 
training that focuses on bringing 
Wldcrstanding instead of making 
one Side fccl guilty." 

Student input is central to the 
development and sustainability of 
the Center. There are hopes to set 
up a Moodie site !bat will include 
the initial proposal of the grant. 
planning docume11ls, as well as 
a fOfWll for student feedback. In 
addition, the committee plans to 
incorporate two student interns to 
assi,t with planning and to add a 
student perspective to the team. 

I f you are interested in 
applying tor the internship 
positions, or simply would like 
to contribute opinions in regard 
to social justice, email Dr. Carol 
Anderson at anderson(~kzoo.edu. 

Donation 
Continued from page 1 

Marian Stowers, the Director 
of Financial Aid, said, "We're 
thrilled about it and 1 know we're 
seeing more and more students 
with a gap between what they 
need and what kind of financial 
aid they're receiving." 

"It could serve as an 
incentive for .. . students to 
remain enrolled in the college 
if they had been worried about 
funding their tuition after the 
recent increase," said Ashlee 
TraylorK' 12 . 

Right now it is undecided 
how the money will be used, but 
the fact that the gift has so little 
criteria specified will make it 
easier for the college to use it. 

"We're going to look towards 
students who demonstrate 
need and I think it 's going to 
particularly help in reducing 
loans that many students now 
need," Stowers said. 

Counseling Center Hosts LAC on Eating Disorders & Body Image 
By CATHERINE HERZOG 
Contributor 

On April 13, the COWlseling Center 
presented an LAC entitled "Love your 
Body," focused not on eating disorders 
as they are usually perceived, but on 
"disordered eating" and how it relates to 
both individuals and cultures. 

Moderated by Amy Cavnaugh of the 
Counseling Center, the event consisted of 
five panelists who shared anecdotal and 
personal stories of their own experiences 
with body image and disordered eating. 
The panelists were Dani Standish, Amy 
Cavnaugh, Elisa Pacheco, and Gina Meyer 
of the K College COWlseling Center, Julie 
Davis, a visiting "K" professor, and Ray 
Sheets, a doctoral student at WMU. 

Departing from the usual format of 
Eating Disorder Awareness week, the 
panel was both informal and personal. 
The chairs in the Olmstead Room were 

reconfigured into a large circle, with a 
number marking each comer of the room for 
small-group discussions to follow. Unlike 
the usual lecture format of these events, the 
panelists- and the comfortable arrangement 
of the room-inspired frank dialogue. 

"We didn 't have the ability to [have 
an Eating Disorder Awareness Week 1 this 
year," said Amy Cavnaugh, "but everyone 
at the Counseling Center thinks this issues 
is deeply important." 

So instead of the usual week-long event 
which traditionally includes lectures and 
writing seminars, the Counseling Center 
chose to focus on opening up dialogue 
inspired by how diversity and culture 
impacts one's perception of body image. 

As each panelist shared their own 
personal struggles it was clear that the 
cornmon thread of body image linked their 
vastly different stories. Dani Standish spoke 
of being perceived as healthy and beautiful 

in her predominantly African American 
cornmWlity growing up, only to be told 
she was "morbidly obese at size 16" when 
she entered college. Elisa Pacheco related 
the attitude of her Latino family, saying "if 
there is family, there is food there." 

Some panelists opened up about their 
own disordered eating. "By the age of! 0 . .. 1 
began this crazy diet where I wouldn't let 
myself have more than 500 calories a day" 
said Gina Meyer. She had tears in her eyes 
while she spoke, and admitted it was hard to 
speak openly in front of such a large group 
of students. Yet when tlle discussion broke 
into smaller groups it was clear that the open 
and confidential environment of the event 
inspired diSCUSSIOn. Sitting in the middle of 
a smaller group of students, Meyer and Ray 
Sheets, answered both intimate and clinical 
questions. 

The bottom line, Sheets said, was 
figuring out how to control ourselves in a 

positive way rather than abusing food. "We 
need to figure out a better way to cope," he 
said of his own disordered eating, and of 
eating disorders in general. 

Heather Myers K'09 was glad 
the coWlseling center chose to continue 
highlighting disordered eating every year. 
While she didn '( feel she learned anything 
new about disordered eating, she came 
"because it is important and relevant. .. 1 
like to see awareness being brought 
to these important issues, and hearing 
everyone's different experipnces and 
circumstances relating to eating disorders 
is really helpful and important." 

Aidis Tuxhari, K'09 agreed, saying "I 
feel more aware of what is going on more 
so than before." 

This year's "Love your Body" 
LAC accomplished what it set out to do: 
raise awareness and open dialogue on the 
issue of disordered eating. 
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An Inside Look at StuComm's Budget Process 
By COLLEEN LAWRENCE 
Features Editor 

At the beginning of spring 
quarter StuComm sat down with 
S39,089.16 to allocate to student 
organizations. A seemingly 
hefty sum, the money is divided 
among StuCornm and around 
forty student organizations. Some 
groups receive a far larger chunk; 
Frelon received S6, 11 0.00 this 
quarter, while the Chinese Club 
received a measly SI5.00. 

On a quarterly basis, student 
organizations propose a budget to 
StuComm, go through a budget 
hearing process, and then receIve 
funds for events in Weeks 3-10. 

Alex Morgan K'II Vice 
President ofStuComm. is also the 
Finance Director of the Financial 
Policies Committee, whIch 
oversees the allocation of funds. 
Monday ofThird Week all hudget 
proposals were submitted, and 
Thursday of Third Week budget 
hearings were held. 

Multiple StuOrgs had their 
budgets cut, hut none appealed the 
committee on Monday. Despite 
the cuts made, Morgan thinks the 
process went smoothly. 

"Cuts are really across the 
board on a lot of things. Prior to 
when I took on this position, there 
was a lot of favoritism in general, 
and no real consistency in terms 
of what was cut and why it was 
cut: 'there was no real explanation 
other than 'this what we think is 
best.'" 

This year, Morgan was 

determined to level the playing field 
in terms of whIch organizations gO! 
what money. The decision was 
made to cut food from the budgets 
fall quarter. 

"Food was the biggest thing 
we were able to cut. A lot of people 
want food at events; they think 'if 
we have food, we'll get a greater 
attendance.' I personally don't think 
it's very prideful to rely on food to 
boost attendance," he said. 

Cutting food funds was not 
quite enough to make the budget fall 
quarter. The committee then turned 
to trimming down transportation 
costs. 

Winter quarter there was 
enough funding and no cuts had 
to be made. However, in Spring 
quarter, money became tight 
once again. In order to comhat 
cutting a large amount of funding 
to StuOrgs, Morgan stressed not 
padding budgets and asked StuOrg 
leaders to "be reasonable in your 
requests." 

While some student 
organIzations had large cuts, d1e lack 
of appeals speaks to the satisfaction 
of budgets for the Spring quarter. 

Holly Gillis K'09, head 
of Frelon, the organization that 
received the largest cut of SI ,000, 
reportedly high-lived Alex Morgan 
on her way out of the budget 
hearing. 

Colleen Mcintee, treasurer 
of Cirque du K, was pleased 
with funding despite the fact that 
transportation costs were cut from 
the budget 

"We've been really pleased 
with how much funding we've 
received this year. We've been 
able to try things we hadn't been 
able to do in the past, and now 
that we have th,S equipment, we 
can get proper training so we can 
further improve our skills," she 
said. 

While most student 
organizations are happy with 
StuComm and their funding for 
this quarter, there is a clear flaw 
In the system. In order to allow 
time for proposals, hearings and 
decisions, Weeks I and 2 do not 
receive funding. The decisions are 
made at the end of second week, 
appeals heard the begirming of 
third. Funding covers Weeks 3-10 
only. 

Cirque du K events usually 
take place later in the quarter, so 
they are not really affected by the 
fiscal flaw. Mcintee, however, 
could see how it could hurt other 
groups. 

"I can see where for some 
groups it could be important to 
have funding pre-approved," she 
said. 

Morgan acknowledged 
the problem, but did not have a 
solution in the near future. 

Brian Dietz. Director of 
Student Activities and Hicks 
Center, weighed in on the 
budgeting situation. 

"There's always more ideas 
than there is money. Whoever 
has to allocate that is always in a 
tough position," he said. 

MacKinnon Speaks on Gender Equality 
Continued from page 1 

"She's an inspiring person, who 
truly shows that one person can 
make a positive difference on an 
international scale." 

In many ways Friday 
night's LAC was a success. The 
attendance was outstanding and 
Mackinnon's speech stimulated 
profound discussion and thought 

among the students at Kalamazoo 
College. 

"It had a huge turn out! It was 
amazing that so many students 
were as excited as Lucy and I were 
to hear Dr. MacKinnon speak about 
women 's rights," said Ulrey. "She 
[MacKinnon 1 was astonished by 
the crowd and said that it was such 
an energetic group and was taken 

aback when she got a standing 
ovation," said Ulrey. 

" .. . to have such an esteemed 
and strong woman here to say how 
it is, without any sugar coating, 
really got people thinking," Ulrey 
continued. " It was above and 
beyond what I could have hoped 
for, and our goals for the event were 
definitely met," said Ulrey. 

5 

can rnift1 ..... 

nile" 
Dana Robinson K '12 
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Little-Known Recycling Regulations 

Recyclable Biggby Goods 

By CODY MUSSELMAN 
StafFWrirer 

It's 9 p.m. on a Tuesday 
night. You're experiencing the 
tail ends of your food coma 
from dinner, and you realize that 
you have several more hours of 
work to do. Where can you get 
something to perk you up? 

Many stuljents rely on the 

Photo/Cody Musselman 

Biggby in the library to fuel 
their caffeine addiction and keep 
them awake late into the night, 
yet once the drink is finished, 
little thought is given to the 
cup's disposal. At the end 
of winter quarter, custodian Sue 
Gibson became concerned with 
the amount of Biggby cups that 
she found in the recycling bins 
that either could not be recycled 

or were not rinsed and had ruined 
everything else in the recycling 
bins throughout the library. 

Gibson brought this to the 
attention of Elizabeth Borowicz, 
the daytime manager at Biggby. 

"The President [of 
Kalamazoo College 1 has 
signed the President's Climate 
Commitment and we just want 
to incorporate it into the library, 
and that applies to Biggby. 
We want to remind people to 
bring their own mug. We can 
make a drink in that mug," said 
Borowicz. 

All of the hot drink cups 
(with the exception of the 
Super cup) cannot be recycled. 
However, all of the lids, and the 
plastic cups used for cold drinks 
can be recycled. The cups have 
to rinsed out and clean before 
they can be put in the bins. 

"Hopefully the students 
will realize that there's a huge 
impact on the environment in 
getting a Biggby drink every 
day and throwing away the cup," 
Borowicz said. 

Cou"seli"g Cor"er. To Juniors Returning from Study Abroad 
By PAT PONTO 
Director of the Counseling Center 

The focus of Counseling Comer this 
quarter is transition, which has been defined 
as "a natural process of disorientation and 
reorientation that marks the turning point 
of a path of growth." Spring is a time for 
many transitions: probably the most well
known at K is the return of the juniors who 
have been away. Thus, this first article is on 
returning from study abroad. • 

There are many challenges In the 
process of returnmg. Four of the clearest 
are: facing the second part of the W curve, 
realizing that many important people may 
not fully understand the experience ofliving 
abroad, finding an effective, post-study 

• abroad way of being at K. and planning 
your SIP 

The W curve suggests that the first 
couple of weeks back should be pretty 

exciting and fun (seeing your friends and 
hearing theirstories, learning what's happened 
on campus this year, checking out Hicks, 
meeting the first-yerus), but by mid-term 
time. you are likely to feel more dissatisfied 
with K and wish you were still away. The fact 
that this process is normal docs not make it 
easy. Do remember, though, that the W curve 
predicts that by the end of the quarter you will 
integrate your study abroad experience with 
your on-<:ampus life. 

Two of the frequent complaints of 
returning students are that they have more 
stories to tell and more pictures to show 
about life abroad than people want to hear 
or see, and that others who have not had a 
similar experience really cannot relate to 
all that they've learned and how they've 
changed. These realizations are hard and 
do cause frustrabon and at least temporary 
distance from those who are not as interested. 

The good news is that you are not alone, you 
know other returnees-and hopefully you 
can discuss these frustrations with each other 
and also share your stories, pictures, and 
changes. 

Third, many students repon that it's 
tough to come back to the K way of doing life. 
For some, the pace here seems unhealthy; for 
others. grades and accomplishment don 'tseem 
as important; for still others. the consumerism 
of the U.S. has bocome toxic. It's a struggle 
to know that you've changed and your values 
have been transformed, but the college is still 
much the same. Expectations for academic 
work will still be rigorous. Time will be at a 
prcmiWll. The good news is that you will have 
a broader perspective now and. hopefully, 
have a clearer picture of what really matters 
to you. 

Last, the push to figure out a SIP while 
taking three c1as<es is a stI1lggle for many 

recent returnees. Some students are stiU 
away psychologically for the first weeks of 
the quarter. Taking three classes is usually 
plenty of challenge, but the SIP also has to 
be planned. For those of you who haven't 
been thinking about your senior project, 
this quarter can feel like a collision between 
study abroad and K. Please remember, many 
students have been in your shoes and have 
done well. Take a deep breath and go to see 
your advisor. 

If you'd like to talk more about study 
abroad and returning to K, please come to 
the Junior Reunion at 5:30 P.M. on Thursday, 
April 2 in Hoben Lounge and "The W 
Curve: Part 2" on Thursday. April 16 (right 
about the time the WIshing to be back on 
study abroad should hit) at 7:30 P.M. in the 
Counseling Center conference room. 

Welcome back! We hope this turning 
point leads to satisfying new growth. 
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Seuss Wins Juniper Prize 
Continued from page 1 
as one generates more work, one 
can take out weaker poems and put 
in newer, stronger ones... Putting 
together a manuscript is obviously not 

just about coming up with 60 pages of 
poetIy but bas everything to do with 
how the whole manuscript is framed, 
sectioned, put together." The hard 
work and polish sbows in the poetIy. 

molecular structure of benzene" is 
just to soften the blow therein. By the 
time the book's title within a poem 
rears its head (it's lodged somewhere 
in the mythic love and schizophrenia 
of "Grnmmar lesson") the book's 
already been to hell and back. That's 
just the first ten pages. This thing is 
red-bot 

Seuss hopes this book's 
Reading the titular section of the recognition 

book alone is 
will bring even more 

talented 
students to 
K "When 

our sma\I but 

like running "The writing itself is the 
anerJ)Otional 
gauntlet. 
Seuss drnws 

most important thing ... " 

from memoty to bring a sort of 
ferocity to her imaginative, sometimes 
abstract imagery. Some poems, like 
"It was the idea of the calf i loved," 
and 'The Lee girls bad it bad" are 
darkly heartwarming, while "Perfect, 
which I will describe in sixteen lines" 
is snarky in the most energetic way 
(it's seventeen lines long, just to mess 
with you). 

There is a weary, but VIbrant 
energy throughout the book that 
tempers its emotiona\ mOl' until 
it bas laserlike precision. The Iggy 
Pop reference in "In search of the 

fierce writing 
fuculty gets our books out there, and 
our names remembered, it will drnw 
more great writing students to K," she 
said 

Seuss thinks this can only mean 
good things for the K writingprogrnm: 
"I hope it gives our cwrent writing 
students hope, that when you work 
away, and follow your imagination's 
lead, and dOOicate yourself to your 
craft, good things will come," she 
said 'The writing itself; of course, is 
the most important thing. .. " 

Di Seuss' The River Purrs and 
Bums will hit the shelves in 2010. 

Napoleon's Egypt in the Rare Book Room 
By KAITYLN WALTER 
Staff Writer 

This semester's Rare Book 
Room exhibit shows scenes from 
the Descripbon de J'Egypt. These 
works were created by Napoleon's 
research team and published 
between 1809 and 1828. 

"It's highly unusual for 
a liberal arts college to have a 
work like this in its collection 
and available for use by students" 
said Paul Smithson. the Technical 
Services Librarian in charge of the 
Napoleon's Egypt exlnbit 

"Savants" is the catch-all 
term that described the engineers, 
architects, mathematicians. 
chemists, Orienta1ists, doctors, 
naturalists, artists, astronomers, 
physicists, botanists, a poet, and 
a musicologist who traveled from 
F ranee to record details about 
Egypt 

These savants mapped out the 
territory and excavated the area 
around and along the Nile. One of 
the many historically significant 
discoveries they unearthed 
was the Rosetta Stone which 
was instrumental in translating 
hierogJyphics. 

After the military exploits 
failed, the scientists and much 
of the army stayed in Egypt to 
continue their research. They 
began work on the Description 
de I' Egypt wben they retunled to 
France sevel1ll years later. 

Each page is full of carefully 
detailed (if not completely 
accurate) images. The works 
contain prints and illustrations 
that show the research done by the 
savants with the content ranging 
from architecture to animals, 
physical geography to technology. 
and so much more. 

"The set oftlle Description of 
Egypt is a monumental set that was 
part of Albert May Todd's library. 
We don't know who owned them 
before him, though preswnably 
he bought them from an auction," 
said Smithson. 

An Artifact from the Exhibit 

After Todd's death, his 
daughter-in-law Elizabeth DeW1l1g 
Todd bad them in her library until 
she left them to Kalamazoo College 
upon her passing. 

This set is one of only two sets 
in Michigan; the other is located at 
Cranbrook. Ofthc 1000 copies oftlle 
first edition there are 5 I reported as 
held by libraries around the world 

Accompanymg the volumes 
are sevcl1ll artifacts that are on 
loan from the Egyptian collection 
of the Kalamazoo Valley Musewn. 
These are shown alongside a 1923 
edition of National Geographic that 

Photo/Kaiclyn Walter 

shows Maynard <A\en Williams 
K'l91O at the openmg of King 
Tutankhaten's tomb. 

The ten volumes on di!;play 
from the Descriptions of Egypt set 
are divided into three sections
Antiquities, the Modem State, and 
Natural History. 

There is also one volume 
tlmt was created before the 
Descriptions set. [t is a volume 
by the savant Dominique Vivant 
Denon who made it back to France 
with Napoleon and publishcd bis 
drnwings and observations before 
tllC other savants returned. 

-
-

-

-

.. 
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THIS WEEK IN SPORTS 
By JESSICA MAAS 
Sports Editor 

Men's Tennis 

The men's tennis team won two 
matches and lost two at the GLCA 
Tournament in Indiana on Friday, April 
10 and Saturday, April II. 

Nate Eddy K'12 Photo/Jessica Maas 

On Friday, the Hornets beat the 
DePauw-Wabash "B" team 5-1 and then 
took Denison 5-3. 

Against Denison, the team only 
managed to take one doubles point, with 
Pat Boyd K'IO and Josh Rinaldi K'09 
winning 8-6. But Kalamazoo fought 
hard in singles to win points in the one, 
two, five, and six spots. Cyrus Jadun 
K' I 0, Jason Brown K' 10, Rinaldi, and 
Alex Dombos K'12 were the winners of 
those points, respectively. 

Kalamazoo fell 5-0 to Kenyon in 
their first match of the day on Saturday. 

In their second match, the Hornets 
were defeated 5-2 by Carnegie Mellon. 

Brown and Jadun managed to take 
a point in one doubles and Nate Eddy 

K' 12 was the only singles player to take 
a point in four singles. Rinaldi took the 
five singles match to the third set but 
lost it 6-3, and Brown was tied 3-3 in his 
third set of two singles when the match 
was called. 

Kalamazoo finished fourth overall 
at the tournament. The Hornets are next 
in action against Coe on Saturday, April 
18 at 10 a.m. 

Women's Tennis 

The women's tennis team (7-7, 
3-1 MIAA) fell 7-2 to Hope (12-5, 4-0 
MIAA) on Saturday, April II. 

After doubles competition, the 
Hornets had only one point from Paula 
Silverman K' 12 and Deena Ghazzi's 
K' 128-5 defeat at three doubles. 

Kari Larson K' I 0 was the only 
Kalamazoo player to win her singles 
match, taking four singles 7-6 (8-6), 
7-5. 

Beau Wangtrakuldee K' 10, Lindsay 
Zuhlke K'09, and Smith Gudipati K'09 
each took the one, two, and three singles 
matches to three sets, respectively. 

The Hornets next meet up against 
Saint Mary's in South Bend, Ind. on 
Saturday, April 18. 

Baseball 

The baseball team (4-16, I-II 
MIAA) dropped two doubleheaders to 
Olivet last weekend, losing at Olivet 
on Friday, April 10, and at home on 
Saturday, April II. 

On Friday, the Hornets led 5-2 in 
the first game but allowed Olivet seven 
runs in the bottom of the sixth inning 
to solidify a 9-5 loss. Jake Hansen 
K'12 had three hits, followed by Eddie 
Barclay K'09, Ryan Benjamin K'09, 
David Kamerman K'12, and Tim Lynch 
K'I2, who each had two. Benjamin had 
a double. 

Both teams had a total of 12 hits, 
but Kalamazoo left 12 runners on base 

and allowed the Comets to capitalize 
on errors from Barclay, Kamerman and 
Lynch. 

Nick Jones K'12 (0-2) was the losing 
pitcher. 

The Hornets suffered a 2-1 loss in 
the second game as a result of no hits 
of their own and six Olivet hits. Neither 
team had any errors. 

Dave Oliphant K'II (1-3) was 
awarded the loss on the mound. 

On Saturday, Kalamazoo again took 
the lead in the first game, scoring one 
run in the second inning, three in the 
fourth, and one in each the fifth and sixth 
innings. Hansen, Larry Briski K'I 0, and 
Brian Barkley K'IO each had a double 
and Barclay and Taylor Fodor K'09 had 
two hits apiece. 

But the Comets rallied with six runs 
in the seventh inning to make the score 

10-6, and the Hornets were unable to 
answer, giving Olivet the win. Jones (0-3) 
was the losing pitcher for Kalamazoo. 

In the second game, the Hornets 
outhit the Comets 5-4 but left eight 
runners on base and had five errors on 
their way to a 8-1 loss. 

Kalamazoo was only managed 
to score in the second inning, and no 
Hornet had more than one hit. Briski had 
a double. 

Kamerman, Brian Barclay K '12, and 
Tommy Carion K'I2 each had an error, 
and Barkley contributed two. Carion (1-
3) was the losing pitcher. 

The Hornets are next in action at 
Albion for a conference doubleheader 
on Saturday, April 18. They then return 
home to play against the Britons again 
on Sunday in a doubleheader beginning 
at I p.m. 

Hornet of the Week 
Name: Ashley Arnoldi fall, she finished second

best on the team with a 91.5 
overall average and a 93.0 
MIAA average. 

Year: Freshman 

Sport: Golf 
Last Week: Arnoldi shot 

Coach: Dean Marks (6" 
season) 

an 89 in the first round the 
MIAA competition at Saint 
Mary's on Thursday, April 

Previous 
Accomplishments: In the 

9 to lead the team and finish 
15'" among all competitors. 

Counc:sy ofSpons lnfonnation Compiled by Jessica Maas 

Week 2 Sports Results 
4/8 
Women's Tennis: Kalamazoo 9, Olivet 
o 

4/10 
Baseball: Olivet 9, Kalamazoo 5 
Baseball: Olivet 2, Kalamazoo I 
Men's Tennis: Kalamazoo 5, DePauw
Wabash "B" I 

Men's Tennis: Kalamazoo 5, Denison 
3 
4111 
Baseball: Olivet 10, Kalamazoo 6 
Baseball: Olivet 8, Kalamazoo I 
Men's Tennis: Kenyon 5, Kalamazoo 0 
Men's Tennis: Carnegie Mellon 5, 
Kalamazoo 2 
Women's Tennis: Hope 7, Kalamazoo 2 
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Frelon 2009 Sells Out All Weekend 
By JOSEPH SCHAFER 

Entertainment Editor 

To everyone who is only going 
to witness snippets of Frelon 2009 on 
Facebook videos: you should have been 
there. There was something in the air 
Friday, April 17, a certain electricity 
from the crowd in the sold-out Dalton 
Theater. That excitement bled in with 
the performances, through the energetic 
movements of the dancers to the excited 
applause and cheering that followed 
every dance number. Even the bass and 
guitar jazz duo relegated to jamming 
between numbers got rousing applause. 
It was the most fun I've had at a Frelon 
show. 

Describing the show holistically 
would be a waste: Frelon by definition 
is kind of a grab-bag, a tremendous 
variety of dance styles and song choices, 
presented by dancers of varying levels 

SenWrs End 1heir Dance With Confetti, Pizzazz, and JazzHmuls Photo/TJ Kosinski 
Continued on page 7 

ResLife Introduces CoEd Donns 
By ALLISON LAROSE 

News Editor 

In a few weeks, students at 
K will be deciding where and 
with whom they'll be living with 
for the 2009-10 school year. But 
Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors 
will have a difrerent option to 
consider this year: living in c<red 
suites in Chrissey Hall. 

Dana Jansma, the Associate 
Dean of Students recently received 
permission to pilot Kalamazoo's 
first c<red suites next year. Dorm 
rooms themselves will not be male
female, but single-gender rooms 
neighboring each other can be 
opposite sexes. 

"It's an evolution of what a lot 
of colleges and universities have 
been doing," said Jansma Oberlin 
College, Brown University, and 

Wesleyan University are among at 
least two dozen higher education 
institutions that already have c<red 
suite or c<red dorm room policies. 

Still, this is not a big policy 
change for K. The Living-Learning 
houses that are a housing option for 
upperclassmen have been c<red for 
at least the last decade and there 
have never been problems because 
ofil 

"We found that our c0-

ed living learning houses have 
awesome communities," Jansma 
said. 

Another reason for this 
expansion of policy is that many 
students who move off-{;aIDpus 

their senior year live with 
people of the opposite gender, and it 
makes sense to offer this to students 

Continued on page 4 

K's Naked Truth 
By COLLEEN LAWRENCE 

Features Editor 

The K College quad is known for its appeal to the 
naked. In spring quarter of each year, the naked come 
flocking out of the darkness, ready to run. They gather 
in front of the chapel, and with a roar, fly down the 
grassy hill to the sign in front of Hoben. It is a ritual of 
liberation, a ritual of joy. At least it was, up until the post
Frelon streak on April 18, 2009. 

The tradition of a horde of students streaking the 
quad is a yearly post-Frelon event, and this year was no 
different. 

''It's [streaking] contrary to anything you can 
do anywhere else, to social norms. It's fun to be defiant 
for the sake of deviancy," said Daniel Hulbert K'09, a 
seasoned streaker. 

Others' motivations are much more simplistic. 
Hannah Crossley K' II said she 'Just likes to be naked." 

Despite their motives, Frelon streaking brings 
together all those longing to be naked. And for those 
who don't feel the need to be naked? The clothed few 
often establish a cheering section. 

Continued on page 5 

Earth Week Kicks Off 
By JORDAN RICKARD 
StaffWriter 

~ l:wiIxJre fum; 

JllY a disJxoportionatly 
rugra- amount on utilities, 
proper ~ could 
substantially decrease t1~ 

Iiility bills each month. Th:y 
rrovided a three-fuld plan 
for how this could create a 
major impact on economic, 
environmental, and social 
justice levels. 

With Earth Day 
on Wednesday. April 
22, Envorg kicked off 
Earth Week with an 
LAC. Last Saturday in 
the chapel there was 
a presentation by the 
Roosevelt Institute, 
fullowed by renowned 
environmental activist 
Duke Lankard. Leeor 
Schweitzer announced 

Following this, Duke 
Lankard took the stage. He 

during the introduction Continued on page 5 
that they were "able 
to raise over 2,600 
dollars" fur the week of 
events. 

KsIlxIentsinvolved 
with the Roosevelt 
Institution made a case 
fur a ~ irnlntive 
plan to eo:ourage 
IarxIla:d'J in Kalamazoo 
to weatherize their 
00mes. This could 
simultaooously raise 
tlmnts'staOOard ofliving 
while also reducing 
carbon emissions. Courtesy of Jordan Rickard 
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Name: Sarah 
Manley 

Hometown: 
Northville, MI 

~ar: Senior 

Major: Political 
Science and 
Gennan 

Plansfor next 

year: I got a 
Fulbright to go teach English in Gennany for 
a year. 

Favorite K extracurricular: Frelon. Frelon's 
pretty awesome. 

What are you going to do now that Frelon is 
over? That is the question. I'm going to have a 
life, that's the exciting part. Do homework and 
figure out my swnmer. 

Would you rather read a book or watch a 
movie? Read a book, definitely. Unless it's a 
Nora Roberts movie----in that case, I like those 
better. 

Memories of the childhood sitcom 
"Dinosaurs": Oh my God, 'I'm the baby, 
gotta love me.' That was the most amazing 
mechanical claymation thing ever. Definitive 
moment of my childhood. 

What S with that distinctive sound you make? 
Well, I haven't made it in a really long time, 
and it's kind oflike a hruahhhhhhhh. It's 
spasm, enough said. 

LACs: Love them or leave them? I love them; 
I think they're awesome. They make you 
go to things you wouldn't necessarily go to 
even if you're bored out of your mind. I only 
went to one boring LAC, the other 24 were 
awesome or at least bearable. 

Streaking the quad: I am pro-streak, anti 
being-tackled-while-streakmg. 

Musts before leaving K: People should take 
stuff outside of their intended major. I had to 
take Calc II, and that was a really good thing 
for me even though it sucked at the time. Take 

that crazy, crazy class you don't have to. 

- Colleen Lowrence K'12 
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When Walls Have Ears 
Co/J1,P;/ec/ by Mary B. Corcoran 

Leaving "Shuffle" to Chance 

Ipod-Owner to Friends: This 
sounds kinda scary guys ... 
Sorry. 

Overheard by Anonymous at 
House Party 

Oh, Your Mother Would Be 
Proud 

Guy to Friend: Welcome to 
the United States of Your 
Mom 

Overheard by POPPiNS in the 
Cal 

Photo of'the wed: 

Courtesy of.Kim Upstill 1<' 11 
lGttem on the f2....uad 

Submit your photos for Photo of the Week to index@kzoo.edu. 
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Making the Switch to a Critical Gender Studies Curriculum 
By EMILY HOMNICK 
Head Copy Editor "The frequently all-female cast has 

For me, this quarter at Kalamazoo 
College is all about closure-squeezing in 
that science credit in what is affectionately 
referred to as "Rock and Roll Darwinism," 
grabbing some last minute clips for my 
portfolio in Narrative Journalism, and 
participating in the seminar that is the 
capstone of the Women's Studies program. 
The end is nigh, and thank goodness. Last 
Thursday during Women's Studies I found 
myself caught in the middle of a drum 
circle loud and nontraditional enough to 
scare away any prospective student who 
wandered into the Fine Arts Building. I 
scanned the edge of the circle, thankful 
for the nonjudgmental group of women 
who I have become close to in my journey 
from the Intro to Women's Studies course 
I took in the fall of 2005. It felt safe. 
But just so, I began to feel guilt for our 
exclusiveness. Men were welcome, so 
why weren't they present? 

and philosophy first complicated, then 
clarified my role as a heterosexual, Jewish 
woman. I learned to find allies in male 
classmates and defend myself against 
others. And my connection to Women's 
Studies professors lengthened my list of 
favorite female authors, convinced me to 
stay at K, and introduced me to veganism. 
Women's Studies courses shaped my 
critical framework in ways that few other 
classes have, and I wish that every student 
would enroll in at least one. 

at K, why do they need a 
safe space?" I scoffed at the 
absurdity of this statement, 
but was unsure how to helped to facilitate a safe environ

Female students, for reasons as 
obvious as the segregate title of the 
Women's Studies program, are more likely 
to become concentrators. The frequently 
all-female cast has helped to facilitate 
a safe environment in many courses, 
yet it has simultaneously alienated men 
who wish to study gender in society. 
Indeed, the occasional male student has 
unapologetically inserted himself into the 
picture (Hussain Turk, I salute you for this 
reason.), but many more just complain. 

ment in many courses, yet it has 

simultaneously alienated men who 

respond. The fight against 
sex discrimination-both 
in popular culture and 
academia-certainly isn't 
over yet! But would it be 
possible for me to have wish to study gender in society. " 
my safe space without 
discouraging one of my closest friends 
from furthering the cause? 

Long before the change in Kalamazoo 
College curriculum, I knew I wanted 
Women's Studies to be redefined as 
Gender Studies. You just can't study 
women without men, and you can't 
facilitate social change if everyone in the 
classroom is already enlightened about 
every single topic discussed. Acacophony 
of voices is always more interesting and, 
when it comes down to it, much more 
satisfying. 

current head of the Women's Studies 

The six classes that comprise my 
Women's Studies concentration lead to 
some fantastic things. Feminist theory 

A male friend who I know to be one of 
the most progressive feminists on campus 
once asked me, "If women are the majority 

And so, as I sought one last bit of 
closure during my senior year I found 
myself in the office of Amy Smith, 

program. After I expressed my concerns, 
she quickly assured me that, though I will 
graduate before the new curriculum goes 
into effect, the Critical Gender Studies 
program will begin to solve this dilemma. 
Without taking away some of the current 
Women's Studies courses that attract more 
female students, the new curriculum will 
allow for a much more inclusive approach 
to gender. As I prepare to graduate, I 
rest assured knowing that the Women's 
Studies concentration on my transcript 
will serve as an outdated reminder of 
growth-both personal and on a greater 
societal level. 

What a Revised StuComm Constitution Means for Students 
By ROB FOLEY 
Contributor 

TIle passage of the new 
Student Commission Constitution 
with what can certainly be desc#ibed 
as overwhelming support (f4%) 
necessarily raises the question 
of "What's next?" for Student 
Commission (StuComm).· 

I take our President Patrick Tanis 
at his word when he wrote in the 
Spring State of the Campus address 
that ''your student government will 
continue the good worle we have 
been doing throughout the entire 
year." TIle question to ask, then, isn't 
''What's next?" but ''What's been 
happening?" 

Besides efforts to modify the 
Constitution, StuComm has spent a 
considerable amount of energy this 
year beginning to deal with issues of 
StuOrg fimding. 

Much of their approach has 

consisted of efforts to follow the 
Bylaws (the governing documents 
Wlder which Committees operate) 
more consistently and thoroughly. 

Depending on one's viewpoint, 
this has resulted in good and 
transparent governance, some 
confusion as StuOrgs realize that 
they didn't really know how fimding 
worleed and are now struggJing to 
understand procedures new and old, 
or a "logic" driven effort to enforce 
words on a page without enough 
regard to how this actually affects real 
students and their efforts on campus 
(or more likely, a mixture of the above 
reactions). 

My goal is to make clear that the 
Constitution as a document has very 
little impact on these issues. 

This is important because a lot 
of faith and high expectations have 
been put on the new Constitution, 
by students both in and outside of 

StuComm. 
Don't get me wrong: I like the 

new document better than the old, and 
was pleased with the substance (if not 
always the tone) of the Constitutional 
Convention. 

However, I've heard several 
members of StuComm mention in 
the past that issues involving StuOrg 
funding would be helped by a new 
Constitution, which I find misleacIWg 
for two reasons. 

TIle first is that StuOrgs, as most 
of us know, are apportioned fimds 
by the Financial Policies Committee 
(FPC); while this Committee must 
comply with the Constitution, the 
actual rules that it operates under 
are contained within its own set of 
Bylaws. 

Each Committee on StuComm 
has a set of Bylaws, and they are 
able to be modified by a 2J3 vote of 
the Commission Assembly (our 2S 

members ofStuComm). 
TIle Constitution as a document 

has very little to do with the actual 
running of the FPC and thus the 
allocation of money to StuOrgs. 

TIle second reason is because of 
the effect this is having on interested 
students. 

A lQt of press and outreach 
went into the efforts to amend the 
Coqstitution ~ugh Prop. A, the 
Structural Adjustment Taskforce, and 
the Constitutional Convention. 

This was in StuComm's best 
interest because they needed direct 
student support (in the forms of votes) 
to modify the Constitution. 

Because the Bylaws require no 
such student involvement to modify, 
my guess would be that we are going 
to see fur fewer efforts on campus to 
get students involved in the decisions 
of their governing body. 

This is, of course, a shame 

for the many students who have 
concerns about StuOrg funding and 
are under the impression that the new 
Constitution solves everything. 

As those of us who have worlced 
with StuComm this year know, they 
are an overwhelmingly dedicated, 
focused, and visionary group. 

I've heard from several that they 
intend to worle on the Bylaws now 
that the Constitution has passed, and 
I'm sure that (whetht;r you agree with 
the approach or not) the same focus 
on "logic, consistency, coherency, 
and [fonnaI and legalistic] fuimess" 
will continue. 

If students care about StuOrg 
fimding and issues of oversight 
and substantive fuimess, then I'd 
encourage them to get involved in 
these Bylaw discussions by talking to 
their Student Commissioners, reading 
the minutes posted on StuComm's 
Web site, and attending meetings. 
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ResLife to Change Dorming Policy 
Continued from page 1 
while they're still on campus. Many 
students have expressed their desire 
for co-ed suites to Jansma because 
they have both female and male 
mends. 

Clif Ballard K'09, the 
president of Kaleidoscope said, "I 
would have liked having this option 
because if 1 feh uncomfortable with 
my roommate 1 could have lived 
with a female mend." Th.is option 
might make lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender students fuel more 
comfortable on campus. 

"I think it will make people 
uncomfortable to begin with and 
then they'll get used to it," said 
Rosanna Shoup K' 11. She said she 
would not choose to live in a co-

ed suite. Shoup also raised another 
concern, "1 feel like this whole 
decision was made without student 
input at all." 

Right now this housing option is 
only available for upperclassmen and 
probably will remain so in the near 
future because after their first year 
students have established more solid 
mend groups. 

"I'm really excited since we 
have a housing requirement to 
open up as many housing options 
to students as possible so people 
can fuel comfortable where they're 
living," said Jansma 

''It would be vet)' interesting to 
see how they [males and females 1 
interact I would personally do it r 
just wonder how many people would 

jump on the opportunity," said 
Selinda Garcia K' 12. 

Over the swnmer, minor 
renovations will be made to 
Chrissey, including putting sliding 
locks on the inside of bathroom 
doors. Th.is expansion of the living 
learning houses co-ed policy will 
cost the college virtually nothing 
and is very easy to put in place. 

''If students like it, and if it's 
successful, and we have good 
colrummity, I'm hoping we can 
expand it next year," said Jansma 

The 1hl1 housing prooess will 
take place ninth week If you have 
any questions or concerns, please 
contact Dana Jansma at Dana. 
Jansma@l)a.oo.edu or (269) 337-
7210. 

A History of Kalamazoo College Donns 
By ALLISON LAROSE 
News Editor 

The social progress made by 
Kalamazoo College's residential 
system, much like the rest of 
Kalamazoo's history, has been a 
slow and interesting process. It is 
particularly interesting to look at 
the college's treatment of men and 
women. 

The first building for women, 
Kalamazoo Hall, was built in 1859. 
Plans included residential wings to 
be added as funds permitted, though 
ultimately they were never erected. 
In the meantime, women students 
lived in approved boarding houses 
in town. Male students lived in the 
Upper College Building on the hill. 

It wasn't until 1881 that a 
residence ball accommodating thirty 
women was built. 

Young women were 
encouraged, but not required, to 
live in Ladies Hall. A 1907 Trustees 
Board meeting considered the 
expansion of Ladies Hall. In 1925, 
Mary Trowbridge House was built. 

In the 1940s, women were 
permitted to live in Hoben Hall, 
although they were kept to the 
north wing while men lived on the 

south side. Hoben women lived 
by Trowbridge rules and had a 
housemaid to monitor them. 

It was at this time that 
requirements for women in regard 
to dormitory life became more lax. 
Students began 
pressuring the 
administration 
k> allow 
coeducational 
residence 
halls in the 
1960s, and the 
experiment 
was tried in 
1970. By 1972 
four residence 
halls were 
coed (Severn, 
Chrissey , 
Hannon, and 
Trowbridge) 
and two were 
single-sex 
(Hoben for men 
and De Waters 
for women). 

Intbd96Os, 
the number of 
mioority sIlxIents 
at Kalamazoo 

ccommodations were made for 
students who wanted to live 
with members of their own 
race, but the administration 
refused to allow residences to be 
segregated. 

sky roc keted . Duringthe 192Os, Trow* Hall Was anAU-FemakDorm 
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Frelon Tradition Turns Sour as Streakers Are Attacked by Debris & Students 
Continued from page 1 

However, this year, some of 
the cheers went sour. 

"Hey girl, shake your 
boobies," was just one heckling 
comments heard by AIix Reynolds 
K'll. 

Hulbert felt male ~ers 
fielded the brunt of the comments. 

''Most of the harassment was 
aimed towards the male streakers. 
1bey came to see female streakers, 
and were angry that there are !Dale 
streakers," he said. "You're dealing 
with bad double standards allover 
and derogatory views of women." 

Karyn Boatwright, Associate 
Professor of Psychology, was 
disappointed by the behavior of 
some students. 

"I'm appalled by the heckling 
behavior, but not completely 
surprised. First, I'm appalled by 
the heckling behavIOr due, to the 
adverse consequences that it might 
potentially have on individual 
students and on the level of 
crunruroderie among students on 
our campus. Second, I'm appalled 
by the heckling behavior due to 
the degree of conformity that must 
have overruled their political and 
personal sensitivities," she said. 

But words were not the only 
weapons brought to the quad. 

Water balloons and boxes were also 
thrown at the streakers, and tackling 
later ensued. 

'''The third or fourth time I was 
going down, I got knocked down 
by someone, a guy who was fully 
clothed. He tried to tackle me. I 
thought it was an accident because it 
was so immature and out of place. I 
hit another guy who was starting to 
run at me. He called me a 

just drunk. I think a lot of it is 'there's 
dnmk people, lets go knock them 
down while they're naked and it'll 
be funny,' which is really immature 
and a somewhat human reaction to 
seeing something you can't imagine 
doing yourself;" said Reynolds. 

Boatwright agreed that the 
alcohol probably played into the 
actions taken by some. 

through various behaviors are 
compromised even more strongly 
when under the influence of alcohol 
or in a large crowd where their 
anonymity is erroneously assumed 
to be safeguarded for example, in 
this case, darlcness of the evening," 
Boatwright continued. 

Not only were many streakers 
outraged at Hulbert's injury, but 

bitch, which I thought was 
unnecessary, since he was 

HI suspect that many of the men 
also by the extensive 
photography taking 
place during the 
campus tradition and 
by some dubious 
observers. 

the one trying to tackle and women engaged in the heckling 
me," said Reynolds. 

Others came out more 
scathed than Reynolds. 
Hulbert's elbow was 
broken when he was 

bahvaior were failing to use their 

entire frontal cortext to make wise 
"After a while, 

I saw these two guys 
standing right up by 
the chapel, just like 
ogling girls, and so 

tackled by a spectator. decisions," 
Regardless of the events 
that occurred, Hulbert's main 
concern was avoiding demonizing 
those responsible. 

''He made a poor decision, but I 
don't want to mess with his life. I'm 
very angry about what happened, but 
people make mistakes, and they're 
people too," he said. 

Many students at the event were 
intoxicated, and this may very well 
have taken part in their decisions 
made. 

''1 think a lot of that people were 

"When human beings are 
intoxicated, they are more likely to 
conform to the behavior of a small 
group of students. So, I suspect 
that many of the men and women 
engaged in the heckling behavior 
were failing to use their entire frontal 
cortex to make wise decisions," she 
said. 

''People's moral behavior 
contradicts their level of internal 
morality and studies have shown that 
the levels of morality is demonstrated 

I went over to them with another 
friend, and said 'do you guys go 
here? either join in or go away.' It 
was just really weird. They were not 
watching; they were definitely just 
looking at girls," said Reynolds. 

Crossley was also perturbed by 
the crowds of people. 

''1 was talking with some of my 
friends, and they thought it was neat 
that at our school that we can streak, 
but I think that some people abuse 
that privilege. 'Oh, it's a bunch of 

naked people, let's bring cameras 
or laugh or take pictures,'" Crossley 
said, ''1t should be more of a fim 
thing and not something where you 
should feel threatened. They need 
to look at it in the right way, not that 
this is a show. We're naked, and 
that's okay." 

Concerns were expressed by 
Boatwright about the well-being of 
the students who were heckled and 
harassed. 

''1 think an important step 
to take is education. Particularly 
educating people about the 
potential adverse consequences that 
individuals, particularly women, 
may experience when hearing 
negative comments about their 
body or when being the victims of. 
objectification and sexualization 
when they are attempting to simply 
express their freedom and innate 
joyfulness in bonding with others 
through the traditional streaking," 
said Boatwright 

Despite all the water balloons, 
boxes, tackling, and harsh words 
thrown around this year, many 
students vow to return to their 
naked fortress of freedom. 

''1 don't think any of this will 
change my feelings about doing it 
next year." said Crossley . 

.&....J.a..a.vOrg and College Dems Unite to Launch Earth Week Festivities 

to introduce himself to the student 
iuulern;ewhen he said, ''1 thought about going 

college, but I had C's and D's and F's in 
school. .. now, I'm getting offered to go 

college, so I can teach." 
Lankard explained that his love for the 

envirorlment was something that was spurred 
observations in his hometown in Alaska. 

)h<;e,nnr.o his father dumping trash overboard 
his boat, he immediately questioned the 

of dumping what they would only have 
pick up off the shore later. 

When his father accused him if of being 
environmentalist he said, ''No, I'm ten." 

This common sense based approach 
,."'.",..,,11 y changed the policy on dumping 

trash. However, the effect of the trash in the 
ocean was nothing compared to the Exxon
Valdez oil spill that devastated the Alaskan 
coast in 1989. Lankard said, ''that's what 
devastated our homelands, and I became a 
community activist that day." 

It was not just the oil spill that inspired 
Lankard to act, but the complications involved 
with the clean up. No fly zones were established 
to prevent the press from taking pictures. 
Dispersants were used to spread or sink the oil 
rather than actualJy removing it from the ec0-

system. Lankard was paid 4,000 dollars a day 
to remove dead polluted kelp from the ocean, 
clean it, and then put it back in away from the 
oil. He described how the Alaskan coast was a 
"guinea pig on how to clean up an oil spill." 

After his fishing community's ability 

to make money was severely diminished, 
they were eventually "paid 15,000 dollars 
a person, which equates to I day of good 
fishing." The hypocrisy inherent in trying to 
punish a corporation for this kind of crime 
became clear when he put it into an individual 
context: ''1 can lose my boat, my job, I can go 
to jail for killing one sea lion. What if you kill 
thousands?" 

He faced a constant struggle when trying 
to protect the local environment from short run 
profit schemes that could ultimately destroy 
Alaska's natural resources. This included 
suing his own people to preserve wild salmon 
habitat, or stopping the destruction of wild 
caribou calving grounds for a 6-month supply 
of oil. 

He also detailed emerging technologies 

that provide innovative ways to save energy. 
Lankard provided a view of a greener future 
by describing new innovations such as floors 
that generate 5-7 watts of electricity for every 
footstep on it: ''Imagine if we could do that 
with sidewalks. Imagine in New York City. 
We could power all those buildings just by 
walking in front of them everyday." 

Everything was depicted within the 
context of what the role of the individual can 
be in initiating larger changes. He encouraged 
the students to "think aboot the direction that 
we're going in. We need to really take a look 
at ourselves and really think about where 
we're going to put our energy over the next 20 
years." His series of stories, descriptions, and 
scattered jokes ended with a standing ovation 
followed by a Q&A session. 



SIP Spotlight: The Chenille Sisters 
By COLIN KING 
StaffWriter 

On April 6· Chrissy 
Widmayer stood in 
the spotlight in the 
Recital Hall of the 
FAB, the focal point of 
a shower of applause 
from the audience that 
had just witnessed her 
documentary Student 
Individualized Project: 
Tbe Chenille Sisters. 

A mixture of 
archival footage, 
present-day interviews, 
and concerts profiles, 
it follows the careers 
of three Midwestern 
women who become a ALookatthr:Si.stersToday Courtesy of Chrissy Widmayer 

folk singing trio. Their 
mixture of folk instruments, 
twenties harmonies, and a 
fit of humor garnered an 
impressive cult following in 
Detroit, and eventually an 
Jppearance on Prairie Home 
Companion. The stories of 
these three left no smile un
cracked in the audience, and 
the filmmaker herself was 
awarded with SIP Honors . 

To receive honors, one's 
SIP advisor views it and 
suggests honors credit, while 
another faculty member must 
concur after their viewing. In 
Widmayer's case, Di Seuss 
recommended it for honors 
and Dhera Strauss agreed. 

"It was a reward for all 
my hard work. I devoted nine 
months of my life to this 
project, and to have someone 
validate all the time and 
energy I put into it was. really 
incredible. A SIP is such a 
personal thing. You really put 
a lot of yourself into it, and 
to get an Honors grade makes 
you feel like you really did 
something," said Widmayer. 

Her rewards may not 
stop coming, as her film may 
be entered in a film festival , 
omething that has occurred 

with documentary SIPs in the 
past. This also means those 
who have missed it will be 
able to see it, an opportunity 
that will definitely benefit 
everybody interested. 

"It wasn't really a 
documentary until I had an 
audience. It was such an 
emotional experience to show 

Jaalor 
"T 

it to everyone and get a real 
reaction to it." 

The title of Honors may 
not seem to mean a whole 
lot academically, but its 
connotations are flattering 
for the student, and a project 
with this much soul cannot go 
unappreciated. 

m GUest Speakers 
Bruce Dresbach '83 & 

Cor! Lewis '81 
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The Evolution ofFrelon 
By JOSEPH SCHAFER 
Entertainment Editor 

Kalamazoo College works 
hard, but the student body knows 
how to have a good time. Yearly, 
students, trained dancers and 
amateurs alike, woIk together to put 
on one weekend of choreographed 
extravagance for the student body 
and community. Three ofthis year's 
Frelon directors, Becca FeaIk, Holly 
Gillis, and Jenica Lee, talked to 
The Index about the histoIy behind 
and purpose of Frelon, one of the 
campus' largest and most diverse 
student organizations. 

Frelon is a W1ique student 
organization for a few reasons: first, 
it's the only completely student-run 
dance company on campus, and one 
of the largest in the state. Frelon was 
founded partially as a creative outlet 
for dance lovers at K, since the 
college does not (yet) offer a dance 
major. For being such a popular 
group, it's extremely yOtUJg. The 
first Frelon show was in the spring 
of 1997, and only had about 30 
dancers. Twelve years later, Frelon 
hasover2S0dancers,five~ 

and 28 choreographers, all students. 
Part of the secret to Frelon's 
growth spurt was the axing of the 
audition process, "Anyone can be 
a choreographer," said FeaIk, "All 
you need to do is show up to all the 
meetings." 

It's that kind of open 
mindedness (perhaps a by-product 
of the Liberal Arts education) that 
makes Frelon such a multi1ilceted 
show. 

"We directors are proud of the 
diversity of both dance and dancers 
in this year's show," said Lee. The 
individual dances can be Ballet, 
Hip Hop, Lyrical, or any other kind 
of dance; several choreographers 
even fused two or more di.fIerent 
styles together. Likewise, the 
choreographers have almost 
complete creative control over their 
own pieces. 

"F relon is not political. There 
are political pieces, but that's 

entirely up to the choreographer. 
We just keep things from ... 
getting inappropriate," said 
Lee. ''Everything is unaltered, 
lmfiltered" 

FeaIk, Gillis, and Lee say 
student groups like Frelon are 
important to K's commWlity 
beca~ they let K flex its creative 
musct:s, and provide an outlet for 

t's a good break for people. 
We can't work all the time," said 
Gillis, who also pointed out that 
Frelon's one of the few ways 
Biology and Physics majors can 
express their more artistic sides on 
campus. Frelon is an opportwllty for 
musicians as well--this year Senior 
Andy Catlin composed a piece for 
the snow. Frelon is also a valuable 
source of commWlity bonding and 
entertainment for those students 
who don't have dancing aspirations. 
Judging by the smiles on the 
directors' and dancers' faces during 
tech week, the Frelon members 
themselves may have the most fun 
with it "Hey, we love to dance. 
Why not do this?" said Fea1k. 

Managing over 200 students 
and organizing two hours of dance 
and stage show sounds like a 
logistical nightmare, though. Most 
dances this year had over 15 dancers, 
and each dance had its own W1ique 
lighting cues and costumes. Frelon 
is sUf1JO!'!ed to a small extent by 
T-shirt and DVD sales; but most of 
the group's fuMing comes from Stu 
Comrn, which has historically been 
a generous supporter of the group. 
Frelon also has an agency account 
in the business office, and receives 
workshop help from a Kalamazoo 
dance company called Wellspring, 
the region's only standalone modern 
dance company. 

Frelon is a group effort the 
result of months and months ofhard 
work from many parties that share 
an interest in bringing dance to 
Kalamazoo. That hard work shows, 
and makes Frelon one more fuather 
in Kalamazoo College's cap. 
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Frelon Perfonnances Score High Marks 

of experience. On the whole, the 
numbers were engaging from start 

finish, and completely bereft of 
any dancers losing their place or 
falling down. 

The firstAct began with a brief 
introduction by the five directors 
before a bling-studded rendition 
of "Diamonds are a Girl's Best 
Friend." Some highlights from 
the first half included a tap dance 
number where the music was 
meant to come from a boom box 
onstage that petered out, requiring 
a choreographed freeze of the 
dance while choreographer Jacob 
Arnett K'12 hit the boom box 
until it started again. A medley 
of swing was fun, and brought a 
nice break from the Hip-Hop and 
girl band ballads, but could have 
used more flash. The Junior dance, 
set to "Jai-Ho" from the Slumdog 
Millionaire soundtrack was a 
crowd pleaser, involving extended 
bouts of booty-shaking and disco
pointing. The standout, however, 
was a massive rendition of M.C. 
Hammer's "Can't Touch This," 
complete with huge pants, aviator 

shades, and the dancer's spelling 
out "HAMMER" with their bodies 
during the finale. 

Perhaps the most impressive 
feat of the night, however, was the 
Second Act opener, which featured 
silk climbing by the amazingly 
talented Colleen Mcintee K'll, 
who began the song cocooned 
in silk before ascending toward 
the ceiling and swinging over 
the partnered dancers in time to 
the melodramatic vocal strains 
of Vitas Bumac's "Onepa." A 
lively hoedown had the audience 
clapping in time as dancers took 
one another's hands and galloped 
in intricate circles around one 
another. Special mention should 
go to Dwight Trice's all-male 
fusion medley, which was not only 
excellently done but gut-bustlingly 
funny. Trice's crew wore shirts 
with "Call Me" spray-painted on 
their shirts while high-kicking to 
"It's Raining Men," a blissful high
energy piece just when the glut of 
ballet numbers was beginning to 
interrupt Frelon's flow. 

While there were very few 
duds in the lineup, ("Fairytale" 

was generic, I could have done 
with a lot less Can-Can, and any 
dance number set to a Destiny's 
Child song is ill-advised), the 
biggest issue with the performance 
had to be a few tremendously 
disrespectful (and inebriated) 
members of the audience. It 
seemed like between every song 
someone would open the back 
door, flooding the stage with light 
while dancers left and entered the 
stage, destroying stage presence 
in the process. Worst was students 
who would yell mid-song and 
heckle dancers. 

All of that frustration was 
erased by the show's finale, a 
rousing, massive celebration by 
the seniors set to Lady GaGa's 
"Just Dance." That's the point, 
really- Frelon is more than 
anything else about the sheer joy 
of body movement set to music, 
in any and every form. In these 
complex times, I appreciate the 
magic of dance for dance's sake, 
and congratulate the people who 
spent hours putting this event 
together: their hard work paid off 
this year. 
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Films Disappear in Kzoo 
By ELLEN JILEK 
StaffWriter 

Due to the recent collapse of 
national independent film distributor 
New Yorker Films, the cinemaphiJes 
of K.a1amazoo College, Western 
Michigan University, and the greater 
Kalamazoo area may be seeing a 
decrease in the number of indie and 
foreign movies coming to town. 

Both the Western Fihn Society 
and the larger K.a1amazoo Fihn 
Society, which hold film ~ 
every weekend at WMU's Little 
Theater, were heavily dependent on 
licensing films from the distributor. 
Western's Society got roughly half 
of its rights, while the K.a1amazoo 
Society obtained almost all from 
New Yorker Fihns. 

The 44-year-Qld distributor, 
founded in 1965 by Dan Talbot, 
went out of business on Februaiy 
23, 2009. Its demise was the result 
of parent company Madstone 
Fihns defuulting on a loan in 
which New Yorker Films was 
pledged as collateral As a result, the 
company ceased operations and the 

distributor's entire library is being 
sold 

This has both immediate and 
long-term implications for both 
societies. In the short-term, it means 
that getting films for ~ will 
be arduous and complicated 

Long-term consequences, 
however, may be the loss of a 
greater variety of films sbown in 
K.aIamazoo. 

In spite of the circumstances, 
Western Fihn Society president 
Chad Webb, a graduate student at · 

WMU, was not too worried, stating 
that the situation was not a crisis. 
''We're going to be fine," he said 
The Western Society has begun their 
summer hiatus but hopes to resume 
~ by the beginning of the 
2~2010sernester. . ~ 

In the meantime, students 
interested in films off the beaten path 
should check out the K.aIamazoo 
Fihn Society's May Film, 'The 
Class," which won the 2008 Palme 
d'Or at Cannes. Tickets are $5, and 
the film will be srownon weekends. 
Visit http://www.ka1filmsociety.net 
for more details. 
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THIS WEEK IN SPORTS 
Graduating Senior Athletes Face Their Final Seasons & Look Ahead .. 
By JESSICA MAAS 
SportS Editor 

Lindsay Zuhlke K'09 is playing her 
last season at Kalamazoo College. The 
women's tennis player will compete in 
her last conference match during MIAA 
Championships at home on May 1. 

''Now I'm thinking more and more about 
the things I'm going to miss more than ever 
before," said Zuhlke. 

She is one of 77 athletes competing at 
the college for a fotuth and final year, II of 

om are currently in season and have yet to 
experience that last moment of play. 

But SarahArnosky K'09 has experienced 
it. A women's soccer player, Arnosky played 
~r last game at Hope on Nov. I, 2008 during 
the first round ofMIAA Championships. 

"I just remember yelling, 'Don't stop 
.@laying!'" she said of the last stretch of the 
game when the Hornets knew they wouldn't 
wm. 

Though she has yet to pick up her racket 
for collegiate competition for the last time, 
~e has already noticed changes in her 
behavior. 

"My mentality when 1 practice is 
different," she said. She feels she's "trying to 
get the most out of the competition." 

For Zuhlke, the last few years haven't 
been just fun and games. She suffers from 
intense cases of tendonitis and bursitis in 
both her knees, and had surgery the summer 
between her sophomore and junior years, just 
before she left to go abroad to Germany. 

"It's kind ofbittersweet because it's really 
hard to play this season," Zuhlke said, adding 
that it's easier to push herself knowing that it's 
going to be over soon; it would be different 
if she were a freshman and had to keep her 
knees playable for three more years. 

Ryan Booms K'09 hasn't dealt with a 
chronic injury for the last few seasons, but he 
has seen a team through huge developments. 

In his first season as a men's swimmer at 
K, the team beat fifth-place Albion at MIAA 
Championships by just one point. In his final 
season, the Hornets were just 17 points shy of 
first-place . 

"I think that's really our legacy," Booms 
said. "We've kind of come together so it's not 
just four classes--it's one team." 

Booms broke a school record in the 200 
breaststroke at Nationals on March 20 for his 
last race as a Hornet. 

"My last race ever was really awesome," 
he said. "I kind of just went and sat behind 
the block for a while with a big goofY grin on 
my face. It was probably the best race of my 

. enior Tennis Players Embrace Final Season at K 

life." 
Volleyball coach Jeanne Hess explained 

the transition that athletes go through when 
they finish playing at the collegiate level. 

"It's a grieving process, really," she said. 
"It's as if when you hear about someone's 
passing-it's that kind of grief." 

Hess listed everything that has to 
change for the person, including the level of 
intellectual competition and the connection 
the athletes have with their teammates. 

"You let go of what has been and it has 
to take a new form in your life," she said, and 
noted that what's great is "the resurrection 
that happens when those relationships do take 
another form," such as being in each other's 
weddings or becoming godparents. 

Hess personally gives all of her 
athletes a card at the last home game 
says "Once a Hornet, always a Hornet," and 
explained that it's "the idea of being 
without being there." 

Hornet of the Week 

COurteSy of Sports Information 

Compiled by Jessica Maas 

Name: Beau Wangtrakuldee 
Year: Junior 
Sport Tennis 
Position: One singles, one doubles 
Coach: Sarah Johnston (2"" season) 

Previous Accomplishments: In her freshman 
season, Wangtrakuldee was named to 
the All-MIAA First-Team and was voted 
MIAA Co-MVP as the one singles and three 
doubles player for the Hornets. The next 
year she was again named to the A11-MIAA 
First-Team, playing one singles and one 
doubles until suffering a season-ending knee 
injury at the GLCA Tournament. 

Last Week: She battled back from a loss 
• in the first set to win one singles 5-7, 6-3, 
6-3 during the match at Saint Mary's on 
Saturday, April 18. Wangtrakuldee also won 
one doubles 8-6 in conjunction with partner 
Lindsay Zuhlke. . 

Week 3 Sports Results 
4/15 
Men's Tennis: Kalamazoo 6, Hope 3 

4/18 
Baseball: Kalamazoo 15, Albion 2 
Baseball: Kalamazoo 4, Albion I 
Men's Tennis: Kalamazoo 6, Coe 3 
Women's Tennis: Kalamazoo 8, Saint 

Mary's I 

4/19 
Baseball : Albion 5, Kalamazoo 1 
Baseball : Albion 8, Kalamazoo 1 
Men's Tennis: Gustavus Adolphus 8, 
Kalamazoo 1 
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College's Anonymous Cognitive Drugs and K 
D . D bI d By WILLIAM CHEATHAM onatIon ou e Staff Writer 

By AMANDA GEER 
Assistant Web Editor 

President Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran 
announced Friday that the anonymous donation 
received a few weeks ago was not $1 , but $2 
million. 

"We were waiting to announce the second 
half of our gift until after the College's board of 
trustees met in June to determine how that money 
would be used," stated the President in a press 
release. 

However, since Kalamazoo College received 
the donation, 13 other schools have received 
multi-million dollar gifts. Schools include small 
liberal arts schools like K, mid-sized schools such 
as University of Colorado at Colorado Springs, 
and larger schools like Purdue in Indiana and 
Michigan State University. According to the Daily 
News over $70 million has been anonymously 
donated. 

None ofthe schools receiving donations know 
who the generous benefactor is. Transactions are 
done through lawyers, and the identity of the 
donor is kept strictly anonymous. In each case, 
the money is to be put forward to scholarships for 
women and minorities, with a small remainder to 
go toward furthering research and development. 

So what, if anything, do these thirteen very 
different schools have in common? 

In Aldous Huxley's Brave New World, society 
encourages everyone to consume soma, a sort of 
"miracle" drug that seems to solve any problem
people even take soma "holidays," spending whole 
weekends under the influence of the drug, which 
produces powerful hallucinations and exaggerated 
feelings of well-being. 

In the novel, soma is said to have "all the 
advantages of Christianity and alcohol; [and] none 
of their defects." 

What if humans eventually develop drugs that 
Continued on page 5 LOOK INSIDE roR TIlE B50 SPREAD ON PAGE 7! 

Crystal Ball: Go Drag or Go Home 
By CODY MUSSELMAN 
Staff Writer 

This year Crystal Ball will be 
held on May 2 in the Hicks Center. 
As the event quickly approaches, I 
find myself wondering if the purpose 
behind Crystal Ball is gettmg lost 
in the post-party preparations and 
lingerie shopping. 

"Everybody hears coming in. like 
all of the freshman, that the men dress 
in dresses and that the women dress 
like sluts. I really hate that," said 

Kaleidoscope PreSident Cliff Ballard 
K'09. ''I'd like it to be that everyone 
dresses in drag." 

There is a lot to be derived 
from experiencing a night of gender 
disorientation. Several weeks ago r 
attended Oberlin College's hallmark 
event, Drag Ball, known for its 
opulence and star performers. The 
event served its purpose, offering a 
night of absolute gender confusion. 

Men had their bras expertly 
stuffed and women had applied 
realistic looking scruff. I began to 

-

question things that had previously 
seemed second nature; "How should 
I dance now that I'm a guy? What 
gestures should I use? Do r grind up 
on a girl (who mayor may not be a 
man)? Which bathroom do I use'?" 

Amidst the strobe lights and 
smoke r observed men as women and 
women as men dancing and flirting 
with each other and r began to thmk 
about how gender plays a role In our 
everyday socialization: 

From what I gather, debunking 

Continued on page 6 .. -

Leet Receives Udall, Prestige IN THIS ISSUE 
By CODY MUSSELMAN 
Staff Writer 

GenevieveLeetK'l1 isthefust 
ever Kalamazoo College recipient 
of the Udall Scholarship, and one 
of 80 winners nationwide. The 
scholarship for environmentally 
interested students includes 
$5,000, an all-expenses paid trip 
to Arizona over the summer to 
meet with other Udall scholars, 
and nationwide prestige. 

Leet found out about the Udall 

scholarship last fall through her 
father, who works as a computer 
programmer at the University of 
Michigan. 

"I took a look at it and it 
seemed like r had a good chance 
for it. A lot of it was about taking 
initiative in the environment and 
leadership," said Leet. "At the time 
I was in the process of designing 
my major in environmental studies. 
so that seemed like very head-

Continued on page 4 
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Name: Emily 
Engel 

Hometown: 
St. Paul,MN 

E:i~1 Year First 
Year 

~ Major: r... Psychology 
~~ ..... ......;~-.;..... .............. =...;.I and Art with a 
r _, Women's Studies concentration. -~ ..., 
( Z A 

Cum:nllocation: San Lucas, Toliman, Solola. 
Guatemala 

Why Guatemala? What arc you doing thelT!?
I've bct.'1I in Guate for a little over a month 
now volunteering. Father Greg, the man 
behind the operation, impresses upon us that 
we're here to learn, and that's exactly what 
I've been doing. I've learned to weave, to 
build retaining walls, to speak Spanish (kind 
of), I've learned how to breathe and take time 
to think. 

Thing you mm most about K. The people, 
of co=e. (Also, I can't believe I'm missing 
Cry~ial Ball). 

How mud are )'Orl missing the cafeteria 
food? I would kill for the cereal bar. 

Favorite fruit Avacado 

Favorite online destination: jacksonpollock. 
org IS ndiculously entertaining. 

Crunchy or crealm'? Crunchy aU the way. 

17ring you can i go a day without: Laughing 
obnoxiously. 

Superstitions? Not a one. 

Swine jiu: gol a mask? No, but I did have 
a tenible cold over the weekend. Mom is 
convinced I'll drop dead any second. 

Streaking? Well, yes. 

Most played song on iTunes: Toss up between 
"Everything" by Michael Buble and "Right 
Round" by Flo Rida. .. embarrassing. 

- Colleen Lawrence K 12 
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Letter to the Editors 
Dear Index: Political Science Department 

I would like to make an important through the Ham Grant, Facilities 
correction to last week's article Management, the Chapel, the Mary 
on the Earth Week Keynote Event Jane Underwood Stryker Institute for 
(appeared April 23, 2009). The page Service Learning, Residential Life, 
five headline "EnvOrg and College College Democrats, Campus Energy 
Oems Unite to Launch Earth Week Group, the Roosevelt Institution, 
Festivities" implied that EnvOrg and ACLU, the Sustainability House, 
the College Democrats were the only Campus Progress, and Focus the 
sponsors of the event. In fact, while Nation. Without this extensive list of 
the Earth Week Keynote Event was departments, student organizations, 
organized primarily through EnvOrg, and off-campus groups, the Earth 
we had a broad coalition ofcosponsors Week Keynote Event would not have 
who provided us with both funding been possible. 
and support. On behalf of EnvOrg, 
I would like to thank all of our Sincerely, 
sponsors: the Religion Department, Ellen Smith 
the Philosophy Department, the Secretary, EnvOrg 

May 1, 2009 
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Student Skateboarder Finds K's Campus Policy Lacking 
By JAMIE SKINNER 
Contributor 

Despite snow blanketing all 
possible surfaces, I managed to 
trudge forty minutes each way to 
take part in my chosen fonn of 
meditation, skateboarding. Today 
I find a more political obstacle in 
my way. I was unable to break 
through the administration's 
inflexible stereotypes and sol 
decided to educate the students 
on the hypocrisy of those 
who regulate our freedoms. 
Kalamazoo College's bike and 
skateboard policy on campus 
will hereby be referred to as its 
SB policy. 

A little background on who I 
am: I have spent the last 3 years 
of my life entirely consumed in 
fundraising and advocating for 
the construction of a 17,000 sq. 
ft, $500,000, public skatepark 
in my small Texas bometown. 
Needless to say, I skateboard 
too. As you might imagine, 
I highlighted my skateboard 
advocacy background througbout 
my college application process. 
. Upon being accepted by 
K College, I was particularly 
glad to hear from the Dean of 
Admissions, wbo wr te me tbe 
following: "I am im ressed by 
your passion, your org$nizational 
and fundraising skills, and tbe 
way tbat you reached out to 
your community by applying 
your passion for skateboarding 
beyond your personal interests." 
What I did not understand at the 
time was that the Administration 
of Kalamazoo wants to 
celebrate the "leadership," 
but is opposed to the art 
fonn of skateboarding. Ironic 
that I would have success 
promoting the sport in a very 
conservative, small Texas town, 
while here, in a supposedly 
open-minded, diverse college, 
I am shut down by tired old 
paradigms, stereotypes, and 
blatant ignorance. The college 

will accept a $5,000 grant 
I won from the 'Patrick 
Kerr Skateboard 
Scholarship' to pay my 
tuition, and then SAYs 
they can expel me for 
skateboarding. 

This is in direct 
response to actions the 
Kalamazooadministration 
bas taken towards the 
construction of a flaky 
SB policy; for now I will 
just tell you the facts. My 
quarrel with this policy has 
been in the mix for almost 
10 weeks now, starting 
with the restrictions 
campus security had 
with snowboarding and 
sledding down the quad 
during the winter. Their 
reasoning behind it was 
because of liability issues 
that might arise. To this 
I respectfully disagreed, 
but obeyed their wishes. Askauboarderdoesa360fopbyFacMan. 

Once weatber 
permitted, skateboarding 
became a large part of my 
recreational activity. Initially, 
security had no problem with 
this, and I was told to simply be 
careful and respectful of other 
people and property. I of course 
agreed. My agreement was short 
lived however, for the policy 
was manipulated to fit the wishes 
of the guard or staff member 
addressing me at tbe time; tbeir 
reasoning ranged from liability 
concerns to the uncourteous 
nature of skateboarders and 
skateboarding culture. As the 
policy stands, there is no policy. 

The institution opted to not 
even revise their lack of SB 
policy, but to give us each an 
individual warning, stating that 
we are not allowed to skateboard 
or bike on the campus sidewalks 
for any reason--not even 
as a fonn of un-motorized 
transportation. IfI am personally 
caught skateboarding on the 
sidewalk (although it "is not a 

violation of the Student Code 
of Conduct"), I will be in direct 
violation with the Student Code 
of Conduct, Article III, #8, which 
states "Failure to comply with 
directions of College officials or 
law enforcement officers acting 
in perfonnance of their duties." 

The Administration is 
relying on stereotypes, not facts. 
Now that you can see for yourself 
the augmentative fallacies that 
the administration bases their 
SB policy on, let me point out 
the logical ones. 

First, skateboarding and 
biking on campus have been 
restricted to the streets and 
parking lots. As you might have 
guessed, skateboarding in these 
areas is particularly dangerous. 
In fact, the Patrick Kerr 
scholarship is named after a 16 
year old who was killed skating 
in the street. The SB policies of 
comparable college campuses 
around the nation explicitly 
forbid skateboarding in parking 

lots and streets. Whereas at K, 
skateboarding and biking are 
exclusively allowed in these 
higb traffic areas. 

Secondly, the college's 
main reason for disallowing 
skateboarding on the sidewalks 
is due to liability issues. 
However, the liability concerned 
with skateboarding on campus 
is significantly less than most 
other sports that Kalamazoo 
advocates. The injury statistics 
about skateboarding show that 
you are 5.7 times more likely to 
be injured in football, 5.2 times 
more in basketball and 2.9 times 
more in soccer than you are in 
skateboarding. 

So your question at this 
point is probably Why you 
should care if you don't skate or 
bike on campus? It is a matter 
of freedom. If administrators 
can arbitrarily take away our 
freedoms to skate and bike on 
campus with flimsy concerns 
and broken stereotypes, wbat 

Phoro/Sam Doyle 

might be next? Isn't it time 
that this institution of higher 
learning start acting like an open 
minded, creative environment 
tbat encourages all types of 
responsible self expression; or 
must we wait unti l our freedoms 
are further restricted? 

Although it may seem that 
this administration's actions 
towards the SB policy may only 
affect a very small number of 
people, skateboarding is one 
of the fastest growing sports 
in the nation, second only to 
snowboarding. A responsible SB 
policy needs to be written: either 
one that allows skateboarding 
and biking as botb modes of 
transportation and recreation as 
long as people and property are 
not put at risk, or one that follows 
what many other educational 
institutions are doing around the 
nation and incorporate it into 
the athletic program, providinga 
safe venue to practice our art, 
sport and meditation. 
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ANsa & HDSR Host Stotz-Ghosh at Hightower Symposium 
By AMANDA GEER 
Assistant Web Editor 

The collaborative show' 

one's hard work finished as seniors 
were joined by friends and families 
to celebrate a job well done. SIPs 
featured engaging and creative 
titles such as "Rural Adolescent 
Disadvantage: An Ecological 
Systems Perspectlve" (by Natalie 
M. Hickman) and "Conquering the 
Anonymous City: The Anonymity 
of Nightlife" (by Jonatllan A. 
Riccobono). 

world beyond Kalamazoo College. A 
K alUl1l, Stotz-Ghosh spoke of how 
he had tried to make a difference 

to consensus [is crucial] to move 
forward" 

Seeond, Stotz-Ghosh praised 
the necessity of relationships. "The 
ability to initiate a conversation 
WIth anyone and the desire to 
communicate with everyone ... is a 
skill at the heart ofleadership." 

established "so that Hightower's 
life could continue to inspire 
people," Stotz-Ghosh spoke 
of Hightower's commitment 
to making an impact in his 
commuDlty. 

while workmg with such non-profit 
orgaruzations a, the United Way. 
He praised the Kalamazoo College 
community, statlng, '"I'm so inspired 
when I come back to K .. [when I 
see] the work being done here." 

case of the ANSa and HDSR 
d...>partmentsknownastheRaymond 
L Hightower Symposiwn took 
place last weekend. The Senior 
individualIZed ProJect~ of 33 
ANSa and HDSR majors were 
displayed 10 posters adommg 
DeWlOg Commons on Fnday and 
presented in PowerPoint fannat on 
Saturday. 

Prot..d faces Friday afternoon 
reftet'ted the gratification of seeing 

The keynote speaker, Suprotik 
Stotz-Ghosh, commended students, 
praismg theIr research efforts and 
passion for making a difference in the 

In his speech, Stotz-Ghosh 
outlined "Required Skills for 
Changmg the World." 

First, Stotz-Ghosh stressed 
the tmportance of unity, stating 
that "the ability to bring the group 

Third, Stotz-Ghosh urged the 
audience to be tenacious, pursuing 
the "relentless pursuit of excellence 
every day." 

Raymond L. Hightower 
himself was also praised. Asserting 
that the Hightower Symposium was 

In conclusion, Stotz-Ghosh 
urged the soon to be graduating 
seniors to stay WithlO the Greater 
Kalamazoo Community, where 
their research efforts and hard 
work could be embraced. 

"The Kalamazoo Community 
has a strong history ofleadershlp," 
he said 

Renowned Environmental Scholarship Awarded to K Sophomore 
Continued from page 1 

starter kiind of material," she continued. "I 
took a look at it and it looked like something 
I might like to do." 

The scholarship process was lengthy 
and arduous. 

"I definitely did not realize how much 
work it would be, or I don 't think I would 
have applied for it... I don 't think I would 
have been confident enough to. It ended up 
being the same amount of work as applying 
to college . .. maybe more," explained Leet. 

For several weeks Leet spent as much 
time on the application as she did on her 
schoolwork. The scholarship required a 
reswne, and six supplemental essays with 
questions about extracurricular activities, 
classes, grades, leadership experience, 
career goals and about why she cared for 
the environment. 

At times Leet found it difficult to apply 
for the scholarship because of the pressure 
she'd put on herself. 

"If I would have known about the sort 
of super-stardom that went along with it, 
I think it would have been even harder to 
apply. It was very hard for me to apply at 
certain points because I just wanted it so 
badly--that got in the way of me being able 
to write the essays," she said. 

While Leet was in the middle of the 
application process, she attended Powershi It, 
a national conference in Washington D.C., 
focused on getting college students involved 
in the environmental movement. 

" I was exposed to a bunch of other 
people who are doing really amazing things 
for the environment and great work. I really 

felt like 'Geez, ifI don't get it.. .no problem. 
There are so many people who are doing so 
much and who are so dedicated to these 
issues, '" she said. 

IfLeet would not have found out about 
the scholarship from her father, she would 
have heard about it from Kalamazoo College 
in a campus armouncement. Information 
on the scholarship was available to all 
students, but there was not a lot of publicity 
surrounding it. 

The money, Leet says, was her first 
initiative for getting the scholarship. 

"It was the big eye-catching thing," she 
said. "But as I found out more about it, it's 
also a really huge prestige thing." 

Additionally, huge networkiing comes 
with the scholarship. Everyday Leet receives 
e-mails from the other scholars about 
projects they're doing, and she is connected 
with all of the previous Udall winners. 

The scholarship was awarded to only 
thirteen sophomores across the country, and 
to three students in Michigan. Winners of 
the scholarship, although all interested in 
the environment, are not all from a certain 
field. In the past the Udall scholarship was 
more policy oriented, but now it is open 
to all sorts of different majors who have 
dedicated themselves to the environment 
within their field. 

Applicants ranged from Chemistry 
majors interested in water quality, to music 
majors putting on sustainable concerts. 
Leet applied as interested in environmental 
communications. She wants to use the 
creative arts to approach environmentalism 
in an engaging and new way, "instead of a 

preachy way," she said. "Even applying was worth it, on its own 
Leethascombinedher 

interests in environmental because it really made me examine what 
slam poetry and outdoor 
leadership to create a I've done and think about environmen
vision for bow she can get 
more people interested talism in a personal way~nd really 
in environmental issues. 
Leet's opinion is summed make a statement on environmentalism, 
up by Aldo Leopold in A 
Sand County Almanac. instead of just hearing and regurgitat-

"He says, if people 
don't care for the ing what other people have said. " 
environment...if they 
don't have a connection to, and care for 
wilderness, then they're not going to give a 
dang about protecting it or preserving it. I'm 
really into getting people excited about the 
environment- getting them to care about 
it, and maybe guiding them to help it. I 
don't think that I'm as good at arguing with 
people, lobbying or fighting, as much as I 
am at getting people excited and working 
with their enthusiasm to encourage them to 
things for the environment," said Leet. 

Lee! reflects that "Even applying was 
worth it, on its own because it really made 
me examine what I've done and think 
about environmentalism in a personal 
way- and really make a statement on 
environmentalism, instead of just hearing 
and regurgitating what other people have 
said. r really got to think about what I believe 
and what I see in my life as the issues in my 
community and addressing them and what 
r really want to do with my time. That was 
really meaningful for me,just the application 
process. " 

Leet encourages others to apply for the 
scholarship, noting "It's totally achievable 
for other people too" She also encourages 
others to take advantage of the different 
opportunities to get volved at Kalamazoo 
College. 

"It's really easy here [at K] to do a 
lot of badass-sounding things, be a part of 
things and to start things- to be the first 
generation and to be the organizer, she said." 
Leet, as one of two environmental studies 
majors on campus, encourages students 
to make it known that there is interest in a 
environmental studies major at K. 

"I think there is a huge interest here, 
and this school is really receptive to student 
interest," said Leet. 

Leet is very humbled by the scholarship 
and thankful for her opportunities here at 
K. 

"It's really an honor," she said. "I'm 
really glad for all of the support I'm getting 
from my friends , my community here, and 
my professors. 
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Ethical Issues of Cognitive Enhancement Drugs in Academia 
Continued from page 1 

increase an individual's intelligence, or 
make a person more creative? Would it 
be a step forward for our species? 

With any new development in 
psychoactive drugs (drugs that affect 
the mind), ethical issues arise. Rapid 
developments in psychopharmacology 
since 1931, the year Huxley wrote Brave 
New World, have brought us much closer 
to a drug like soma, a drug we might be 
tempted to call "ideal," at least in some 
sense of the word. In fact, pharmaceutical 
companies are now in the process of 
developing such cognitive-enhancing 
drugs for healthy individuals. 

Cognitive-enhancing drugs are those 
associated with improved performance 
during cognitive tasks involving brain 
functions such as learning (processing 
new information), and memory (recalling 
or retrieving that information at a later 
time). 

The psychostimulants Adderall 
(mixed amphetamine salts) and Ritalin 
(methylphenidate) are the two most 
accessible on college campuses. The 

probable reason is that an estimated 
4-7% of U.S. college students meet 
the criteria for ADHD, and stimulant 
therapy is the standard treatment for 
that neuropsychiatric disorder. Healthy 
students easily obtain cognitive-enhancing 
drugs illegally through friends who have 
prescriptions, though it is a felony to do 
so. 

A survey in the journal Addiction 
found that an average of 7% of college 
students in the U.S. have used cognitive
enhancing drugs obtained illegally through 
someone else's prescription, and that, on 
some campuses, the figure is closer to 
25%. 

Might K be one of those campuses? 
What are the ethical problems 

associated with healthy students using 
cognitive-enhancing drugs? 

The comparison is often made between 
drug use for physical enhancement 
in sports, and drug use for cognitive 
enhancement in academia. Many claim 
the use of cognitive-enhancing drugs in 
schools constitutes cheating and is simply 
unfair. For instance, it might be considered 
an unfair advantage for healthy students to 

pop an Adderall pill right before the SAT, 
the GRE, or the MCAT. 

Sports are rule-based games, and 
breaking the rules results in a penalty of 
some sort. In contrast, there doesn't seem 
to be an established set of rules a student 
must follow in order to learn "fairly." 
Of course, students aren't allowed to 
copy tests or homework. Beyond that, 
however, instructors expect students to 
become "independent learners." 

One might even say academics are 
expected to break the rules every once 
in a while to come up with something 
new. In fact, "revolutions" of sorts drive 
progress in every discipline. The prolific 
and eccentric Hungarian mathematician 
Paul Erdos, for instance, attributed much 
of his success in creating revolutionary 
mathematical proofs to his amphetamine 
use. 

When it comes to cognitive-enhancing 
drug use in academia, a set of rules that 
establishes what is allowed on test day 
and what is not, for example, must make 
clear the distinction between methods 
of cognitive enhancement that we allow 
today, such as caffeine and private tutors, 

and newer methods, such as cognitive
enhancing prescription drugs. 

A December 2008 article in the 
journal Nature states that drugs such as 
Ritalin and Adderall "should be viewed 
in the same general category as education, 
good health habits, and information 
technology-ways that our uniquely 
innovative species tries to improve 
itself." According to the authors, it's not 
altogether clear why the use of cognitive
enhancing drugs by healthy individuals 
is ethically any different from healthy 
individuals using other forms of cognitive 
enhancement, such as "exercise, nutrition 
and sleep .. . and reading," each of which 
also effects neural changes in the brain. 

Even though traditional methods of 
enhancement have similar effects on the 
brain, as Dr. McDowell ofK's Philosophy 
Department says, "it might be that making 
the path too smooth [by taking drugs] is 
actually bad for people, in some sense . .. 
Plato or Aristotle might argue that you 
have to go through the process of taking 
on the characteristics [that we value in 
learners] through hard work, rather than 
just being given them by a pill." 

CouttselittQ Comer. Study Abroad 
ByJAMESJOBE 
Intern Therapist 

The study abroad experience for 
Kalamazoo College juniors is a markedly 
special time as it is a chance for students 
to glimpse at what life is like outside of the 
United States. For many of you it will be the 
first time leaving the country for an extended 
period of time. How is one to prepare for such 
an experience? Beyond the excitement there 
are other issues that should be addressed. 

Leaving K College ... 
Leaving family, friends, and significant 

others can be emotionally taxing on students 
and it is important to adequately process this 
before taking off. For some of you, leaving 
the comforts of K will be a scary idea. 

Culture Shock ... 
Li vingand leamingoverseassuccessfully 

usually means adjustment to a different 
lifestyle, food, climate, and time zone, often 
accompanied by the necessity of learning 
to communicate in a foreign language. The 
acculturation process is complex and never 

"easy." Frustration and confusion associated 
with this process is usually called "culture 
shock." Variations of culture shock can affect 
even experienced travelers and it is considered 
a natural (and perhaps even essential) part of 
adjusting to a foreign culture. 

Preparing To Be "The American" 
Abroad ... 

As you deepen your learning about your 
new culture, you should begin to develop an 
awareness of what it means to be an American 
in the global community. Consider not only 
what it means to represent K College, but also 
what it means to represent the United States. 
You will no doubt be faced with questions 
ranging from your political leanings to your 
taste in music. 

Safety ... 
Americans are no more immune to acts 

of crime or violence than citizens from other 
parts of the world. Be strategic and self-aware 
in your planning and decision making. Make 
it a point to research local laws and customs 
beforehand. 

• 
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Compiled by Sara Whalen 

The Gender Politics of Kaleidoscope's Annual Crystal Ball 
Continued from page 1 

gender norms was the original aim of 
Crystal Ball. 

"The history is really hard to track 
down because there is no record of who 
has led it," explained Ballard. 

After speaking with Chaplain Liz 
Candido (who is a K grad), Ballard 
discovered that several years ago, Crystal 
Ball was a small dance of 30-40 people 
in the president's lounge in the old Hicks 
center. The event was originally more 
about gender politic~ and less about the 
dance, she said. 

"It was definitely a drag party," said 
Candido in an e-mail. "Men came as 

women and women came as men. From 
what I understand, currently it is a pretty 
hyper sexualized dance. It wasn't that 
way when I was a student," she added. 

"Definitely people dressed up 
and there was lots of dancing. But my 
memories are that the atmosphere was 
fun and supportive of people who were 
gay, bi and transgender." Ballard added, 
"It hasn't always been the big party that 
it is." 

"And its not just about men dressing 
scantily and women dressing scantily too. 
It's about dressing in the opposite gender," 
Ballard continued. "I still want it to be a 
dance and to be fun, but I also want it to be 
more about gender and gender politics." 

Ballard wants students to think about 
the idea that gender is a social construct at 
some point during Crystal Ball. 

Phillip Gorman K' II chimed in with 
his perspective; "While its important to 
think about the role that drag will play 
in everything, I don't thi'nk that at this 
point you could say that Crystal Ball has 
an exact mission statement in regards to 
wanting to establish things on campus." 

Gorman continued, "Growing up 
being gayllesbianitransgender, you're tol(l 
by the media, by your parents, by whoever, 
that your life is going to be difficult, that 
it's going to be sad, and that you're going 
to face a lot of adversity. What Crystal 
Ball accomplishes is a chance for you to 

be weird, be diffP-rent, be silly, not follow 
typical gender roles, and have fun doing 
that. And really, I think that fun is enough 
of a purpose for Crystal Ball to exist. 
And trying to assign a higher social role 
in it, while valuable, because it makes 
you think about gender, can't be the sole 
purpose" she said. 

While Crystal Ball may now be the 
biggest campus-wide party of the year, 
students should entertain the questions it 
raises about gender norms and equality. 

With whatever way you view Crystal 
Ball, Ballard encourages all to "Come 
ready to compete and dressed to win," for 
the drag contest that will be held yet again 
this year. 
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"/he Ir¥;s;ble Man" Gallery 
ICc.mp'iled by Sara Whalen 

\T] Kosinski 

On Friday. Apri12. and SaIun:Jay, 
25" BIadt SIudent 0rgaRzati0n 
(BSO) presented CAT. 2009. "'The 
IfWisi)Ie Man," to entnlSiastic 
8l.Ifaw;es .. a aowded DaIlon 
Theatre. 
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"Aria da Capo:" Doing Time in the Dtmgeon with Senior Cait Shennan 
By KAITLYN WALTER 
StafFWrirer 

Continuing the Senior 
Performance Series are "Aria da 
Capo," directed by Cait Sherman 
K'09, and "Disappear Like 
Smoke," a staged reading of a 
piece written and directed by Ben 
Harp K'09. 

Sherman makes her directorial 
debut with the meta-theatrical one
act play "Aria da Capo," written 
by Edna St. Vincent Millay in 
1919. This performance represents 
a portion of her Directing II class. 

Aria da Capo is an anti-war 
piece that presents the energetic 
acting of Grace McGookey K'il 
as Columbine, Sam Bertken K'12 
as Pierrot, Molly Zigler K'II as 
Cothurnus, Vince Kusiak K'IO as 
Corydon, and Sarah Ludwinski 
K'09 as Thyrsis. 

The staging of this play has 
been in the works for many years, 
as Sherman first read it as a pre
teen. 

"I really like this play and 

wanted to direct it. A lot of people 
want to direct a play, but don't 
know what and they just look for 
something that they're OK with. 
I really wanted to direct this play 
specifically. It's a play that I read 
when I was Il or l2 and have 
always liked it," said Sherman. 

"I really like the meta
theatrical element that it has," said 
Sherman, describing what drew her 
to the one-act. "It's very clearly a 
play-never are you not aware 
that you're watching a play and in 
the audience. At one point the play 
gets interrupted and someone says, 
'What do you think this is-a dress 
rehearsal?' I like that it's not trying 
to hide that it's a play," she said. 

The plot of the play is laid out 
like the musical form da capo aria. 
lt has three parts with the first and 
third parts either being the same or 
of the same style. The second part 
completely contrasts to the other 
two in style and mood. 

"I like the huge contrasts in 
it. It starts out with a very silly 

harlequinade 
and goes to 
this really 
stark, dark 
tragedy' 
which is just 
completely 
different 
and then 
back to the 
harlequinade 
again. So 
that's a lot 
of fun," 
Sherman 
said. 

o the r 
elements 
that drew 
Sherman 
to this play 
were its 
unique play 
on languages Aria ria Capo's set, designui by AIix Reynolds K'l1 
and stock 
characters. 

The entire bill will run about 
an hour and a half including 

intermission. The performances 
are Week Five Thursday, April 30 
through Saturday, May 2 at 8:00 

Photo courtesy ofKaiclyn Walter 

P.M., and Sunday, May 3 at 2:00 
P.M. in the Dungeon Theatre of the 
Fine Arts Building. 
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THIS WEEK IN SPORTS 
Recruiting Efforts Redoubled As Decision Making Time Runs Out 
By JESSICA MAAS 
Sports Editor 

Head Men's Basketball Coach Rob 
Passage K'93 began his recruiting process 
this year with 1300 men in his database. 
Of that, about 200 were academically 
qualified, about 40 applied, and he's got 
five commitments, but is hoping to get 
between eight and 10 incoming players. 

"The hard part from our end is I can 
find good basketball players and I can find 
good students," said Passage. "Finding that 
combination is difficult." 

Head Volleyball Coach Jeanne Hess 
agreed, and pointed out that recruiting is 
easier for those coaches at less selective 
schools than K. 

"They go into a room and say, 'I like 
this person,' and thenjust recruit them," she 
said. "We have to do more homework." 

Passage, Hess, and Head Swimming 
and Diving Coach Kathy Milliken outlined 
their processes for recruiting. 

"We just try to contact as many kids 
as we can, find out their grades, and the 
next step is one, can [they 1 help us from a 
basketball standpoint? And two, will they 
fit here? Are they looking for a school like 
Kalamazoo?" said Passage. 

"If they don't meet a certain minimum 
we're not going to recruit them," said 
Milliken. "That's one of the main things I 
look for-people I'm not going to have to 
worry about in the classroom." 

Coaches find these players by sending 
out mailings, going to see games and 
tournaments, contacting coaches and 
alumni, and through interest forms sent 
directly to them or to the Admissions 
Office, who works closely with the athletic 
department. 

"Most of us won't look at anyone who 
doesn't qualify for our highest scholarship," 
said Hess, who specified that that meant at 
least a 3.8 GPA and an ACT score above 
25. 

A prospective student athlete's 

Hornet of the Week 

Counesy of Sports Informacion 

Compiled by Jessica Maas 

Name: Bobby Dekker 
~ar. Senior 
Sport: Swimming 
Events: IMJF1y 
Coach: Kathy Milliken (6" season) 

PreviolLs Accomplishments: Dekker was an 
AlI-M1AA sWImmer In all of his four seasons, 
broke a number of MIAA records, and has 
been named an All-American for participation 
in the 400 medley relay for the last two years. 
This season. that 400 medley relay finished 
sixth at NCAA III Nationals, and Dekker 
competed in six more events while there. 

Last Week: He was awarded an NCAA 
Postgraduate Scholarship, an award given tQ. 
58 winter sport student-athletes (29 men and 
29 women). The scholarship is a one-time, 
nonrenewable gift that amounts to $7,500 to 
be used toward postgraduate studies. Dekker 
is the 70'h MlAA player to be recognized. and 
the 20<1> Kalamazoo College student. 

decision can come down to financial aid, so 
the ability to qualify for the school's merit 
scholarship is important. 

"Every year we lose recruits because 
K's too expensive," said Milliken. 

"I think there's a lot ofthought around 
this campus that students get recruited and 
they get special treatment," said Hess. "In 
fact, they don't." 

Fortunately for their programs, none 
of these coaches seems to have been too 
affected by the current economic situation. 

"I think we're seeing a few more 
students choose state schools than in the 
past because of costs," said Passage. "On 
the flip side, as people have seen the job 
market become more competitive, they 
also understand the benefits of getting 
a Kalamazoo College education and 
they're willing to pay more for that. The 
question we face all the time is 'How much 
more?'" 

Passage did point out that most of his 
recruiting competitors have also increased 
their tuition, though. 

The coaches agreed that getting the 
prospective students on campus is a huge 
step in recruiting. 

"If we can get them to campus, 
the chances of getting them here really 
increases," said Milliken. 

"Once we do that it's just relationship 
building and maintaining," said Passage. 
"Going to see them play, coming to see us, 
and in April I almost make it mandatory for 
them to have an overnight visit." 

Hess also noted how crucial meeting 
the team can be. 

"My tagline is saying to the girls 'I'm 

recruiting your best friends,'" she said, and 
indicated that the opinions of her current 
players matter. "So I have to know the 
prospective, I have to know my team." 

April is a huge month for these 
coaches, as they wait for final decisions to 
be made. 

"April's a big month for recruiting and 
conversations," said Passage. "I try to let 
guys know that we want them here and 
talk to them about the merits of Kalamazoo 
College and then I really try to leave them 
alone instead of calling them every other 
day and being like 'Hey, are you coming?''' 
said Passage. 

"I think we may lose a few kids that 
way because they want someone to tell 
them that they love them, but I think 
most guys like the space to make a very 
important decision," Passage said. 

Each of the coaches finds themselves 
in competition with other institutions 
every year. For Passage, it's Albion and 
the University of Chicago. Milliken finds 
herself fighting against Denison and Hope, 
and Hess lost a big recruit to Olivet this 
year. 

As April and the time to make a 
decision come to a close, coaches wait to 
finalize their numbers for next year and 
have already begun to start the process 
again. 

Though they want as many kids as 
they can get, they remain constantly aware 
of the school for which they're recruiting. 

"I've seen too many people not fit and 
leave," said Hess. "They should want K 
first. " 

Week 4 Sports Results 
4/22 
Women's Tennis: Kalamazoo 7, Albion 
2 

4/24 
Baseball: Alma 8, Kalamazoo 7 (8 
innings) 

Baseball: Alma 23, Kalamazoo 10 

4/25 

Baseball: suspended due to weather 
Men's Tennis: Kalamazoo 6, Calvin 3 
Women's Tennis: Kalamazoo 9, Trine 0 
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Helpful Center? PhorofTJ Kosinski 

Health Center 
Dissatisfaction 
By ALLIE]ACOBS 
Staff Writer 

A student who entered the Kalamazoo 
College Student Health Center for her first 
pelvic examination fotmd herself lying on a 
table, staring nervously up at the ceiling. 

Trrne slowly ticked by. The student 
sat up quickly as she heard a soft knock at 

the door. A nurse appeared in the doorway, 
her white coat sweeping behind her as she 
entered the room 

"Oh, we made a mistake," she told the 
student, the student reported. ''The person 
who was supposed to do your exam is 
actually doublt>-booked." 

The student's eyes widened as she 
looked at the nurse in disbelief. She reports 
being taken aback after mentally preparing 
herself and waiting anxiously. ''1 was 
basically in a little robe for I 0 to 15 minutes. 
I found it really unprofessional. This is our 
one place to get health care on campus," she 
said 

The Student Health Center aims to 
provide students with efficient health care 
in a comfurtable environment. In some 
cases, problems do arise for students, 
leaving visitors dissatisfied. With the stress 
of schoolwoIk, the need to attend class, and 
the importance of staying healthy in order to 
fimction and feel good, students need a place 

Continued on page 7 

Tourtellotte Lecture Host Renowned Philosopher 
By WILLIAM CHEATHAM 
Staff Writer 

Dr. Daniel C. Dennett, Co
Director of the Center for Cognitive 
Studies and Austin B. Fletcher 
Professor of Philosophy at Tufts 
University, delivered the 2009 
Tourtellotte Lecture, entitled 
"Darwin's 'Strange Inversion of 
reasoning,'" on Wednesday, April 
29, in Dalton Theatre. The lecture 
celebrated the 200lh anmversary of 
Charles Darwin's birth, and the 150'h 
anniversary of the publication of 
his seminal work, On the Origin oj 
Species. 

Dennett is the author of several 
books, including Consciousness 
Explained, Darwin :~ Dangerous 
Idea, Freedom Evoll'es, and Breaking 
the Spell. Religion as (l Natural 
Phenomenon. 

Dennett commented on what 
Robert Beverley MacKenzie, one 
of Darwin's earliest cntics, called 
Darwin's "strange inverSion of 
reasoning," the reversal of that 
ubiquitous idea in 1859 of what 
Dennett calls the "top-down theory of 
creativity: it takes a big fancy thing 
to make a less fancy thing." 

The reigmng theory In Darwin's 

day was that an Intelligent being 
is needed in order to create a non
intelligent being; a god of some sort 
must have created intelligent life 

But, Dennett said, Alan Turing, 
father of modern computer science, 
provided us with amodel of "competency 
without comprehension"-the 
computer. Species developed 
evolutionary competency In the same 
way, without needing comprehension 
of what they were doing and why 
it was evolutionarily successful it 
i~ only WIth the advent of human 

conscIOusness that comprehension of 
any sort is possible. 

Darwin's revolutIonary idea, 
Dennett said, was that "you have a 
bottom-up theory of creativity, that 
all the wonderful design that we see in 
the biosphere could be the products, 
direct or indirect, of a mindless 
purposeless process." That process is 
evolution by natural selection. 

"We are made of trillions of 
mindless little robots," Dennett said, 
"but not a one of them knows who 

Continued on J'age 4 

The Gossip Culture at K IN THIS ISSUE 
By T] KOSINSKI 
Executive Editor 

"Listen, don't tell anybody, but 
I heard that Kelly Kapowski made 
out with Zach Morris last night." 

"It's supposed to be a secret, but 
Zach and Kelly hooked up last night. 
I heard it from a totally reliable 
source." 

"So someone in the caf just told 
me about Kelly and Zach having sex 
this weekend. Can you believe it?" 

Phony names aside, this is an 
example of how easily gossip culture 

manifests and festers at Kalamazoo 
College, with specific help from the 
tum of phrase, "hooking up." 

After being a part of the living 
rumor-mill of K College for nearly 
four years, I've found that the words 
"hooking up" have led to more 
falsehoods , untruths, lies, and gossip 
than any other form of scandalous 
clandestine language. 

Hooking up, for those that 
may be unfamiliar, is the phrase 

Continued on page 3 
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International Student 

Name: 
Cristina 
Casado 

Birthday: 
April 23, 
1985 

Major: 
English 
Studies 

Year: 
Visiting 

What is your Javorite American city? San 
Franslco (Visited over Spring Break). 

Can you ever see yourself living anywhere 
other than Spain? Yes, but probably In 

Europe. 

What is your favorite AmericanJood? That 
IS hard ... 

What is your Javorite SpanishJood? I miss 
all the fish and the seafood. 

What kind oj music do you listen do? All 
the music 1 listen to is in English. and 
mainly rock music, like Chns Daltrey. 

Favorite television show House 

Favorite movie. Notting Hill 

Favorite book The Pillars of the Earth 

What are you lookingJonmrd to most 
about Spring quarter? Just finishing. It's 
crazy around here. 

What has sUlprised you most about bemg 
at K? The stress. And the concern about 
time for us, It'S just time, and we try to 
enjoy the time. You try to squeeze a lot of 
things in. 

Which dances are you goillg to be ill Jar 
World Night? I'm in the Pineapple Dance, 
which is Mexican; and then Sevillanas, a 
Spanish one. 

- Mary Corcoran, K '// 
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When Walls Have Ears 
Co#1,P;/ed by Mary 13. Corc.oran 

Babies Are People Too! 
Girl to friend: I love when 
babies cry so hard they hyper
ventilate. 
Overheard by PenguinPants in 
the library 

America's Next Superhero 
Guyon cell: I felt invisible ... 
thank you, invincible. 

Overheard by Anonymous in 
De Waters 

The Pains of Being Pure at Heart performing in Pontiac, MI 
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Define "Hooking Up": A Closer Look at the Culture of Gossip at K 
Continued from page 1 

popularly attributed to any form of 
sexual interaction shared between two 
or more people. It ranges from kissing to 
intercourse, with absolutely no indication 
of what truthfully happened between the 
parties involved. 

Perhaps the phrase itsel f is not all 
that bad, but it's one that is overused 
by our campus community. Its inherent 
vagueness allows for anyone to make 
their own, often incorrect, assumptions 
about what had privately happened 
between two people the night or week 
before. Worst of all, it reinforces the 
horrific gossip culture at our college. 

It's a culture that's hard to escape 
from. I speak from personal experience. 

Just the other day, a friend told me 
how her friend had hooked up wi th five 
girls in one night. I was shocked. Someone 
had sex with five different people in one 
evening? As I verbalized my quizzical 
surprise, my friend then explained, "Well, 
no. They only made out." 

If there's one 
hard and fast social 
rule at K College, 
it's that people are 
going to believe 
what they want to 
believe, and it's 
usually the worst 
gossip possible. 

Without a 
doubt, the phrase 
"hooking up" and 
its accompanying 
vagueness allow for 
rumors to run wild, 
but perhaps the 
bigger issue is not 
the words used, but 
K's gossip culture 
to begin with. 

Once it's common knowledge that 
you've hooked up with someone, it 
doesn't matter if all you shared was a 
kiss: you hooked up, and that means 
something. It means you probably had 
sex. If it's happened more than once, it 

To make the 
claim that rumors 
only exist at 
Kalamazoo College 
is ridiculous, 
unnecessary, and 
false. However, 

The Gossip Cye/e Continues 

. means you're a slut or a womanizer. Most 
important, it means you're going to be 
judged, fairly or not, by a good number 
of people on campus. 

As the fictional situation above 
illustrated, gossip c be created and 
exploited in as little s three steps. All 
it takes is for one indIvidual to refer to 
the exploits of their friend, acquaintance, 
classmate, or stranger as "hooking up," 

our campus's size gives a great deal of 
weight to the problem. 

As students, we live in an environment 
where everyone knows everyone else. 
Combined with the social dominance 
of Facebook and the rumor maelstrom 
of Kzoo Confessional, it's easy to find 
out about the cute girl or guy you saw 
studying in the library last night, but even 
easier to hear about who they hooked up 
with the weekend before. Whether it's 
true or false, this sort of information is 
passed through the student body with 
relative ease. 

and the campus community 
does the rest. "[For some] they need only be seen 

Once you have a 
reputation for hooking up, walking home alone with a fellow 
it's going to be assumed that 
it's all you're looking for. student for onlookers to then run to 
Moreover, for some students 
who already have a soiled 
reputation, they need only 
be seen walking home alone 
with a fellow student for 

their friends or Kzoo Confessional 

and cry hookup. " 

onlookers to then run to their friends or 
Kzoo Confessional and cry hookup. Re
enter the "slut," "womanizer," and like 
language here. 

It's not just individuals that can be 
affected by rumors. Quite the opposite is 
true, as I've seen gossip poison the well 
of entire friend groups. 

Simply put, gossip perpetuates the 
fracturing of social groups on campus. 
Athletic teams are stereotypically 
and unfairly known for being socially 
incestuous, making them a target for 
generalizing rumors. These groups, 
not just limited to athletic teams, often 
distance themselves from campus 
integration by slinging the gossip right 
back at each other or other individuals. 

This theory even applies to classes, 
as seniors denounce freshman, or juniors 
disparage sophomores. 

As easy as it would be for me to 
condemn all gossip and simply state that 
it doesn't matter is little more than navel 
gazing. Rumors absolutely matter to our 
student body. 

There are several people who I've 
spoken to, and dozens more I'm sure, 
who buy into everything they read on 
Kzoo Confessional. 

There are men and women on this 
campus who are missing out on potentially 
meaningful relationships because their 
admirers or crushes are deterred by 
what they've heard from friends or the 
internet. 

Why is this the case? Why are we 

Photo/ TJ Kosinski 

a campus that strives for equality and 
fairness, but places scandal on such a 
high pedestal? Surely K's student body 
can agree that gossip has an extremely 
strong pull on campus, but can we move 
past recognizing the problem and doing 
something to change it, or are we damned 
to give such credence to what we hear 
from one another? 

I hope this isn't the case. I look ahead 
to next year's freshmen, ears opened, 
hearing about all the upperclassmen to 
avoid, or the upperclassmen whispering 
about which first year is easiest or 
cockiest. 

There are very few students on this 
campus who haven't been swallowed by 
the social behemoths and they are the 
lucky ones. For those in the majority, 
hopefully we can follow the standard set 
by our other campus behaviors, such as 
sexual orientation acceptance or racial 
equality, and severely diminish gossip's 
hold on our daily lives. 

I f anything, I hope we begin to 
question the rumors we subscribe to. 

Then again, maybe this isn't as big a 
problem as I'm making it out to be. After 
all, I'm just telling you what I heard. 
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Op-Ed: Alcohol Policy Examined Post-Crystal Ball Dennett Speaks 
at Kalamazoo By JORDAN RICKARD 

Staff Writer 
Our current Director of Student 

Activities Brian Dietz has ~elped 
implement many of the changes in 
our school's approach to alcohol. 
Dietz describes his work experience 
on his website www.briandietz.com: 

was clear. The multitude of security 
guards was not there because there 
were so !TIany drunk or unruly 
students that they needed as many 
as possible to control them. It was 
an attempt to instill fear. It was an 

Crystal Ball last week gave K 
students the first real taste of what 
the school's stance towards alcohol 
is transitioning into. Lines to get 
in the door grew as students 

"Even applying was worth it, on its own 
attempt to make everyone feel 
watched at all times. 

Continued from page 1 

you are or cares." 

were individually checked for 
alcohol or any other illegal 
substance because it really made me examine what 

With an increasingly more 
rigid stance towards alcohol 
at campus events it's likely 
more and more students who 
wanted to treat the night as a 
chance to dress up and share 
a few drinks will instead 
go to parties off campus or 
drink in their homes or dorm 
rooms. Personally, I feel 
students would be better off at 

"But we know, and we care," he 
said . "How is that possible?" Dennett 
claimed that human consciousness 
evolved through the same mindless 
process as every other instantiation 
of life on Earth . Now, Dennett said, 
humans are capable of their own sort
of "top-down" creation or engineering: 
we "play" God. 

However, bringing alcohol 
into student events such as 
Monte Carlo or Crystal Ball 
was prohibited last year too, so 

I've done and think about environmen-

talism in a personal way-and really 
what's the difference? 

The real difference is how make a statement on environmentalism, 
our school's administration is 
reacting to the inevitability 
of college students drinking 
alcohol. When there are a 

instead ofjWH hearing and regurgitat-

ing what other people have said. " a safe and indoor event where 
security can be watchful of all 

Dennett also gave the keynote 
address to K's senior biology majors 
at the opening of this year's Diebold 
Symposium on Thursday. To set the 
tone for the Darwinian theme, Dennett 
expanded on the concept of memes, 
bits of information that travel via 
culture and mimic genetic evolution. 

large number of students aged 
21 or older on or near campus, 
and it's financially impossible to 
acquire the necessary security andlor 
surveillance to prohibit students from 
getting alcohol, how can the school 
stop unsafe alcohol abuse? 

"Brian Dietz has worked with alcohol 
education and prevention initiatives 
on several college campuses for the 
past II years." This is not to degrade 
in any way his work as Director of 
Student Activities, but it should 
be noted that the specialty the K 
Administration most desired in the 
Director of Student Activities was 
alcohol prevention. 

the students' well beings whether it's 
related to alcohol or not. 

That weekend, seniors presented 
their biology SIPs. 

Previously K had maintained 
a policy of stopping and punfshing 
blatantly or belligerently drunk 
students in the dorms or at 
school events. This provided a 
straightforward policy, but one 
acceptable and easily understood by 
students: if you're going to drink 
then do it safely, discreetly, and in 
moderation. This understanding was 
combined with an effort by RA's 
and other student leaders to educate 
students on what to do if someone has 
drank a dangerous amount. 

However, these policies never 
undermined the pomt of the events. 
Dances like Monle Carlo and Crystal 
Ball were intended to let students 
cut loose and socialize in a non
threatening environment. As much 
as we like to demonize alcohol as 
a drug with no redeeming qualities, 
I think most Americans 21 years or 
older would agree that alcohol when 
responsibly used can serve as a social 
lubricant and make many kinds of 
activities more enjoyable (dancing 
for example). 

With the number of students being 
denied at the door or being written 
up escalating it's crucial to analyze 
what people are being punished for. 
The obvious answer would be to 
prevent students who have consumed 
enough alcohol to be a risk to 
themselves or others from attending 
the event. However, if a clear-eyed 
student walks up to a security guard 
and informs himiher that he is 21, 
has had one or two drinks, and would 
like to. attend the dance, this student 
would be denied just the same way as 
someone who puked in line. 

This lack of distinction between 
who is welcome at K events confirms 
that this is effectively a war on 
alcohol. The concern IS not just 
student safety, but also an attempt to 
completely isolate those who would 
choose to indulge in alcohol from 
the Kalamazoo College community. 
Throughout the event the message 

Saturday, May 9, 2009 
@8pm 
Brought to you by 
the Asian Student 
Associaf on and 
In rna on I Stud 
Or ana on 

$3 for Students 
$5 for A Its 
Doors open at 7:30p 

For more Wormatioo contact k07sy01 
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K College Graduates Remember Their Time 
By ALLISON LAROSE 
News Editor 

No matter how quickly our 
college experience flies by, or, 
at times, how slowly it drags, 
the reality IS that the majority of 
students will spend less than four 
years of their lives at Kalamazoo. 

Many K College ~tudenl~ 

have extended their four years. In 
fact, our school currently boasts 
more than a dozen faculty and staff 
members with their own K College 
diplomas. Over the years, they've 
noticed a great deal of change. 

Reference Librarian Liz Smith 
graduated in 1973. She attended K 
during a time of huge transition, 
both on<ampus and in global 
affairs. One of the biggest changes 
she experienced during her time 
here was in housing. 

"When I started as a freshman, 
there were no co-ed suites. My 
junior year we sort of started with 
co-cd. Hannon ",as co-ed by floor," 
she saId. 

The College also implemented 
changes m regard to its treatment of 
women. 

"Freshmen women had 
curfews: 11:00 P.M. on weekdays 
and '1:00 A.M. on weekends. Men 
didn't have curfews," said Smith. 

If women wanted to stay out 

afIer their curfew, they had to be 
granted special perrrussion to leave. 
By the time Smith graduated. these 
curfews were no longer in place. 

"It was pretty sexist and preny 
unfair. They thought we [women) 
needed a lot of protecting," she said 

On a more global scale, the 
Vietnam War also began during 

Smith's college years. 
"Students were really engaged 

politically because of the draft.." she 
said Students actively protested 
the war, a trend that seems to have 
not been passed on to the current 
generation ofK students. 

For Greg Dimeot, Associate 
Provo,,! for Infonnation Services, 
Class of 1984, the social experience 
was quite different from what it is 
today. He's noticed that school spirit 

at mo,t athletic events is down 
dramatically from where it once 
was. He reml!mbers the gym being 
packed with fans at most athlctic 
competitions. 

"I obviously think tillS is 
unfortunate. I'm not sure of th~ 
rea!!On if students are just less 
interested in sports, or if there 
are too many other activities to 
consider, or th~-re is too great a focus 
on studying," Diment said "I'd like 
to see a return to a campus culture 
where sporting events are shared by 
a greater proportion of the student, 
and entire, body," he said 

James Van Sweden, Director 
of College Communications, Class 
of 1973, misses most the summer 
quarter that K used to offer. Van 
Sweden was so affected that he 
was inspired to write a piece titled 
"Summer Love;' about the loss of 
the quarter and it impact on him. 

In "Summer Love," Van 
Sw~'!l stresses how SlUnmer 
quarter saved him from having 
to stay more than four years in 
order to receive aU of his credits. 
It also gave him the opportunity 

• to partiCipate in great summer 
intramural programs. 

Whi Ie the campus continues to 
grow and change, so do its students, 
both past and present 

AccordII'G to the Ire IIBIiorraI Center b Pnson Studies 
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T'H~ S~X Fll~S 
EDucate Yourself 

By MAE NEWNUM 
Staff Writer 

M,v roommate has been hittmg 
the sheets a lot lately. I know letting 
her fingers "take a lillie walk down 
under" is a great stress reliever. but I 
never gel any time in our room. I'm 
/lot worried about m; space but is 
she going o\'erboard? 

_ Concerned I Female I 19 year~ 
old 

This is why Single rooms are so 
nice' you don't have to deal with a 
roommate's sexual desires and needs. 

There is too much of a good 
thing. History has showed that a 
lot of people think masturbation is a 
very, very bad thing. Kellogg thought 
that his cold cereal would stop 
people from masturbation and had 
interestillg ways to prevent children 
from touching themselves. 

Hippocrates even thought that 
too much would rot your spinal 
cord Then there are the common 
thoughts involving blindness, hairy 
palms. STDs, and the idea that only 
boys masturbate. Since it is such a 
personal issue, science has some 
trouble getting to the truth at hand. 

Different people have different 
amounts of "mc" time. Some don't 
ever do it and some do it quite a 
few times a da}, but the only time it 
becomes an actual problem is when 
your roommate would ratber stay in 
ber bed than do other things like go out 
With friend, do homework, anything. 
When masturbation interrupts her 
life, then it IS an actual problem and 
someone should do something about 
It 

If you are really concerned about 
lJer, and she seems to be choosing 
her "me" tllne over every other 
opportunity, try talking too her. It 
will probably be a\\kward, bt.t If she 
has a prot-Iem, re may need your 
telp. 

So, my girlfriend and I were 
hooking up last weekend and I had 
a wee problem. I lost my "ability" 
about halfway through the dirty deed 
Should I look into a prescription for 
erectile dysfunction? 

_ Willie A, NoGo / Male / 21 years 
old 

Simple answer: NO. 

Longer answer: Technically, 
if you could convince a doctor, you 
could get a prescription for a little 
blue pill, but you probably shouldn't. 
Going soft happens more than anyone 
wants to admit or talk about. Viagra 
proudly boasts that half of men 
over 40 suffer from actual erectile 
dysfunction. and the medicine IS 

meant to help them. You, being only 
21 years old, can probably deal with 
onc incident without a prescription. 

Lots of things can cause the 
sudden limpness as your doctor would 
tell you Stress (which I'm sure all K 
kids know about). alcohol (you are 21, 
rigbt?), tiredness (whoever gets any 
sleep here?), and a little thing called 
youtb impotence which is caused by 
too much masturbation (that's Tlgbt -
tbere IS too much ofa good thing) can 
all cause a mishap in the bedroom. 

So what to do about the problem? 
Laugh 11 off with you girlfriend, 
relax, and try again later If you 
are too stressed out, not sleeping, or 
drunk, try being rclolxed, well-rested, 
and sober the next time. If you are 
having too many orgasms (more than, 
let's say, one every other day), cut 
back. See what happens the next 
time. 

Then, I f you are sti 11 having 
problems, consult a doctor If you 
are really un atisf'ed with your 
pcrform<.nce for more than one 
OIght, you hould seck medical help . 
OtlJcTWlse, chalk it up to the college 
lIf'estylc and relax 
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Henderson Castle Art Hop 

Henderson Castle, the Site of May's Art Hop 

By CLAIRE HAUGHEY 
Staff Writer 

For tbose of you wbo did not bave 
tbe opportunity to visit Henderson 
Castle during the Art Hop last Friday, 
Kalamazoo College students sbared 
tbeir artwork with fellow students 
and community members. Tbe gallery 
also hosted works by the Kalamazoo 
Institute of Art's Accessible Arts 
Class. The Accessible Arts Class 
bas been offering Art classes for 
developmentally challenged adults in 
Kalamazoo for nearly 20 years. 

Peter Rausse K'09 and 
Alexandra Leonard K' 09 sbowed a 
variety of pieces, including portions 
of their SIPs . Rausse worked witb 
photograpby and Lenard with 
sculptures . The exhibit also featured 
paintings and prints by Micbelle 
Lamont K ' I 0, photography by Kelly 
Hurd K ' 10, and a cbarcoal drawing 
and a variety of prints by Michelle 
Sabourin K' II . 

Kalamazoo College student 's 
artwork lined the walls , and the 
Accessible Art Class's vibrant 
colorful pieces were displayed 
on tables. These pieces included 

Counesy ofhttp:// fuckr.com 

ceramics, sculpture, painting, and 
papier-miicbe. Tbey focused on buman 
interactions and perceiving tbe world 
around us. Tbe Accessible Art Class 's 
artwork portrayed several images of 
friendship. 

Tbe event was a great collaboration 
of different branches of the community. 
Downstairs from the art exbibit, there 
was a jewelry and bag sale by Paths of 
Silver and High Point Design. Patbs 
of Silver buys jewelry from Tasco, 
Mexico, supporting local artisan 
families . Half of their proceeds after 
taxes are given to Loaves and Fishes, 
the largest provider of emergency 
food resources in Kalamazoo , The 
group was started 27 years ago during 
particularly difficult economic times 
and continues to be of great importance 
given today's economy. 

Tbe owners of Henderson Castle, 
Laura & Peter Livingstone-McNelis, 
are K graduates . They host a number of 
events that bring community members 
together, including the upcoming 
Motber 's Day tea on May 9, Mother 's 
Day brunch on May 10, and a Murder 
Mys tery Dinner in honor of Father 's 
Day on June 19. 
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Looking Into Health Center Dissatisfaction: Ins & Outs 
Continued from page 1 
to go for health care that they can trust 

The staff encourages studenJs to make 
appointments ahead of time by calling or 
e-rnailing in order to avoid long waits or 
scheduling mishaps. Walk-ins are welcome too, 
but they aren't guaranteed to be seen right away. 

''If you're just walking in, typically you 
will have to wait," said Lisa AiIstock, Director of 
Health Services and physician's assistant at the 
Student Health Center. She adds that students 
may have to wait if an emergency comes up or 
if the nurse has too many walk-ins for which to 
care. 

Aside from waiting or rescheduling, 
privacy of students' appointments and personal 
infonnation is crucial. 

The Health Center and the Counseling 
Center are directly connected via the open 
front desk windows between the two facilities, 
which can sometimes bring up privacy issues for 
students. 

''We work closely with the Counseling 

Center and try to agree if medication is helpful," 
said AiIstock. She also noted that the close 
connection also results in more difficulty 
maintaining the Health Center's privacy policy. 

Elizabeth Porter K'09 found the open 
arena between the two spaces to be a personal 
violation "They literally yelled [my condition 1 
across the room," she said ''I could also hear 
them talking about some girl who had a un I felt 
uncomfortable and like I had no confidentiality." 

In response to privacy complaints, AiIstock 
said: "That is huge against what we would ever 
stand for and we certainly do not want students 
feeling that way. What we'd like to do is get 
some gJass windows so we cannot have sound 
travel Things echo in this new space." 

Misunderstandings about costs are another 
issue for some students. The Health Center staff 
charges students for in-hotB: diagnostic exams, 
physical exams, gyoecology exams, and certain 
treatments and medications, like birth contro~ 
Strep tests, and HPV shots. The Health Center's 
Web site, accessed via the Student Life section of 

the Kalamazoo College site, gives an outline of 
pricing and their insurance policy. 

"Confusion oftEn comes when we have to 
send lab work out to Bronson lab," saidAilstock. 
The lab at Bronson Family Practice bills students' 
insurance. 

For students not covered by parental 
insurance or who have insurance that is not 
applicable in Kalamazoo, the Health Center 
offers coverage through Bronson Family Practice 
or gives the option of purchasing a local student 
health insurance policy. 

When students don't realize that they're 
going to be charged for a medical visit, it can 
lead to confusion Kailey Wolf K'II was not 
expecting to have to pay at all during a visit last 
year. 

''I sprained my ankle and I thought I should 
probably go to the Health Center to make sure 
I didn't do anything to screw it up," she said ''I 
didn't realize it was costing me anything until I 
went up to the front desk. It was money that I 
didn't have to spend" 

Students are not charged for an office 
visit that doesn't require antibiotics or outside 
purchasing of medical supplies. Condoms, 
dental dams, Band-Aids, cold care kits, tablets 
for nausea and diarrhea, band sanitizer, and hand
outs on health issues are provided at no cost 

For students who need services that are 
beyond what the Health Center staff can provide, 
Ailstock recommends Sindecuse Health Center 
at Western Michigan University and Bronson 
Family Practice at the Bronson Methodist 
Hospital in downtown Kalamazoo. 

''When it comes to the Health Center, 
Ailstock encourages studenJs to vocalize 
dissatisfuctions through e-mail or in the comment 
box beside the front desk. 

''I really want students to know that we are 
here for them," said Ai1stock. '"fo live healthy 
lives, to keep them healthy while they're here, to 
make good choices. That's our goal" 

For more information on K's Student 
Health Center, or to make an appointment, call 
(269) 337-7200 or visit the website. 

Underfunded Student Groups Struggle to Bring Live Music to K 
By JOSEPH SCHAFER 
Entertainment Editor 

It's around this time of year 
that K College really starts to bloom 
into. its own--the sudden warmth 
of Lake Michigan springs students 
out of the long winter doldrums, 
and thanks to the returning juniors 
the campus gets a sudden influx of 
energy. 

It's no coincidence then that 
about this time the college begins to 
pump out events. No offense to the 
college or Spring Fling organizers, I 
feel we could do a lot better for our 
students than an inflatable bull pen, 
especially when colleges of similar 
size and tuition routinely bring live 
music acts to their campuses. 

Why don't we have similar 
institutions at K College? Concerts 
provide underclassmen a safe and 
exciting weekend reprieve from the 
party scene, and build school-wide 
solidarity all around 

K does have a history of live 
music appreciation The Bach 
festival in FAB draws people 
nationwide to K, but is not 3imed at 

students at all, and rarely draws non
music majors. It would seem that K 
cares more for classical music than 
newer forms of music, but before 
the new Hicks Center, small local 
acts played the now-defunct Quad 
Stop fairly often, and the college still 
brings some live rock to campus. 

The difference is, K students 
get nameless indie rock acts 
students neither Cljre for nor pay 
attention to, while Calvin and 
Earlham get concerts by Girl Talk. 
There are currently a large number 
of excellent and popular artists in 
a variety of genres that support 
college music, and do campus-<>nly 
tours, including comedy-metal band 
Dethklok, and rapper Lupe Fiasco. 
The problem isn't one of size or 
facilities. The entire student body 
could easily fit on the quad, and 
F AB has an excellent sound system 
and massive seating. 

The primary organization in 
charge of bringing live music to K 
is Music Performance Club, whose 
current co-leader Sarah Guzy K'1O 
said that bringing in live acts is not 

an easy feat, mostly due to budget 
issues. 

Earlham's music program 
routinely gets around $10,000 per 
semester, whereas MPC is working 
with a few hundred dollars, period. 

'"[here's no way we can do 
it with a club budget," Guzy said. 
"Administration has no realistic idea 
of what bringing a band that students 
are interested in means." 

In a survey conducted in 
2007, K college students expressed 
interest in live music, but listed acts 
whose normal fee for playing would 
be between five and seven thousand 
dollars. MPC has pitched charging 
admission to mitigate the cost (Even 
at ten dollars, such tickets would 
be a steal, as the average cost of an 
indie concert ticket is around thirty 
dollars on LiveNation), but clubs are 
only allowed to chagre admission to 
benefit charities. 

Clearly, SAC is not properly 
equipped to rally the greenbacks for 
a proper college concert, and so the 
only way for MPC to function more 
effectively is to work directly with 

Sujan Stevens Performing at Calvin, 
a Michigan Liberal Arts College 

PhotorrJ Kosinski 

the administration and not be a club 
at all. 

"Brian Dietz seemed interested 
in having MPC and SAC work 
more closely," Guzy said, "but there 
is a huge disconnect between the 
groups' identities." 

Music is still a primary voice 
of our generation, and if other 
esteemed liberal arts colleges can 
put these kinds of events on, so can 

K, if the students want it to happen. 
If students talk to the administration 
with more interest in live music, 
campus concerts are a definite 
possibility, but it needs to start now. 

''It's all up to the student body 
now," said Guzy, ''If concerts were 
more established, students will 
come." 

Maybe it's time for the students 
to raise their voices once again. 

-

" 

.-



8 SPORTS I The Index, May 7, 2009 

-THIS WEEK IN SPORTS 
Softball Team Rebuilds 
By ELLEN JILEK 
Staff Writer 

The Kalamazoo College athletic staff 
and the members of the currently season
less softball team are working together to 
ensure the team will be able to compete in 
league play next year. 

"We're getting back on the right track," 
said Athletic Director Kristen Smith. [n 
conjunction with several other individuals, 
she's making sure the team has practices, is 
able to build team dynamics, and works on 
recruiting. 

The team's assistant coach, Kally 
Graham, is in charge of practices. Meeting 
Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday, they 
focus on conditioning and basic individual 
skills, including hitting, fielding, and 
groundwork. Additionally, Tuesdays are 
lifting days. 

"We're working on our skills," said 
team member Michelle Maiuri K'll. 
"Any practice is good. This is at least 
something." 

In addition to practice, which works on 
the team's dynamics, the staff has a couple 
more events planned for team building. They 
n;cently visited the Adventure Center at 
Pretty Lake in conjunction with Erin Rumery 
K'02, who facilitated the visit, according to 
Smith. There, they acted to build solidarity 
by working on the high ropes course, as well 
as other group exercises, and spent the night 
camping out together. 

These events will also hopefully help 
bring newer members on the team smoothly. 

Although several members are completely 
new to the sport, they are reportedly making 
progress. 

"I'm surprised at how well they're 
doing," said Mauri. 

Currently there are ten members, and 
Smith is working to recruit more. 

Another K alumna, Mia Barker K'07, 
is working with the team, and has spent a lot 
of her time recruiting. 

Nine women have deposited to K with 
the intention of playing softball, including 
one who will also play another sport. 

''I'm very confident that they'll be 
able to come in and make an impact in fall 
practice," Smith said. 

The search for a new coach is also 
progressing. Smith received twelve resumes 
and began phone interviews with four of 
those earlier this week. Three applicants 
will be brought on campus, and the team 
expects to have a new coach in June. The 
coach will have to be "somebody with a lot 
of energy, somebody that understands the 
building process." 

While there isn't a season this year, the 
team and staff has remained committed to 
ensuring there will be a team next year. "If 
we get some recruits I think we'll definitely 
have a team," said Maiuri. Smith is also 
hopeful for the next season and grateful for 
those who have stuck with the team. 

"I am encouraged by the players that 
we have that are staying committed," she 
said. "Without them, it would be a difficult 
situation. " 

Week 5 Sports Results 
4/29 
Baseball: Alma 4, Kalamazoo 3 
Baseball: Kalamazoo 2, Alma I 

4/30 
Men's Tennis: Kalamazoo 5, Albion 0 
Women's Tennis: Kalamazoo 6, Alma 
o 
Women's Tennis: Calvin 5, 
Kalamazoo 3 

5/1 
Baseball: Hope 3, Kalamazoo 2 
Baseball: Kalamazoo 6, Hope I 
Men's Tennis: Kalamazoo 9, Calvin 0 
Women's Tennis: Kalamazoo 7, Albion 
2 

5/2 
Baseball: Hope 7, Kalamazoo 5 
Baseball: Hope 14, Kalamazoo 3 

Hornet of the Week 

Counesy of Spons Infonnation 

Compiled by Jessica Maas 

Name: Cyrus Jadun 
Year: Junior 
Sport: Tcnnis 
Positions: One singles, one doubles 
Coach: Mark Riley (2"" season) 

Previous Accomplishments: Jadun played 
primarily three singles and three doubles in 
his freshman season and was named to the 
All-MIAA Second Team. In his sophomore 
year, he played mostly two singles and one 
doubles and was named to the All-MIAA 
First Team. 

Last Week: He and Jason Brown K' 10 won 
one doubles 8-2 on Thursday, April 30 in 
the Hornets first MIAA Tournament match 
and then won again 8-6 in the championship 
match on Friday. He also won 6-0. 6-1 at one 
singles (his singles match on Thursday went 
unfinished) and was named All-MIAA First
Team for the second year in a row. 

Tennis Tournament Briefs 
By JESSICA MAAS 
Sports Editor 

The men's tennis team (15-8) defeated 
Calvin (16-7) 9-0 to claim their 71" consecutive 
MIAA Championship on Friday, May I. 

Five of the six singles matches were won in 
straight sets, with only Pat Boyd K' 10 having to 
play to a third set at three singles. 

The Hornets received a bye in the first 
round of !he tournament but advanced to the 
championship match after beating Albion 5-0 
on Thursday. Kalamazoo won all of the doubles 
points and secured the win wi!h victories in three 
and five singles. 

The team finished the regular conference 
season undefeated, and Cyrus Judun K'IO and 
Jason Brown K' 10 were named to theAll-MIAA 
First Team, wi!h Boyd, Nate Eddy K'12, and 
Josh Rinaldi K'09 receiving All-MIAA Second 
Team honors. 

Kalamazoo will compete against Carnegie 
Mellon at Kenyon College !his weekend in the 
first round of regional eompt:lition. The Hornets 
were defeated 5-2 by Carnegie Mellon earlier 

this season. 
The women's tennis team (12-9) finished 

in third place in the MIAA Toumarnent after 
defeating Albion (13-8) on Friday, May I. 

In the first round of !he tournament, the 
Hornets defeated Alma 6-0. They moved on 
to play Calvin In the semifinals on Thursday 
afternoon and fell 5-3. Srnilha Gudipati K'09 
and Kari Larson K' I 0 won two doubles 8-6 and 
Beau WangtrakuldeeK' 10andAmanda Goumas 
K '09 won one and six doubles, respectively. 

Following the loss, they overcame Albion 
7-2 to secure a third place finish on Friday 
morning. The Hornets swept !he doubles 
matches and had wins at one, two, four, and five 
singles for the win. Wangtrakuldee and Lindsay 
Zuhlke K'09 won in straight sets in the one and 
two matches, respectively, but Larson and Kelsey 
Hassevoort K' 12 each went to three sets in four 
and five singles, respectively. 

Kalamazoo finished the regular conference 
season 6-2. Wangtrakuldee was named to the 
All-MIAA First Team fur the third consecutive 
season. 
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Cognitive Drugs Weekend Woes: Fewer Meal Options, Fewer Service Hours 
Part IT: Effects ~:1t~~AN RICKARD However, these details may require an 

asterisk. While it's standard for the cafeteria 
home-style line consistently bas several pans 
of food to choose trom, it is rare to see all 
the stations full throughout the cafeteria. For 
students who live on campus and eat most of 
their meals in the cafeteria, this discrepancy 
can be irksome considering meals cost the 

By WILLIAM CHEATHAM 
Staff Writer 

The first part of this series 
featured In Week Five's Index 
outlined a few ethical concerns 
implicated in the use ofcognitive
enhancing drugs by healthy 
students, Another important 
aspect of that sort of use, which 
must be considered before 
authoring any kind of legislallon, 
is the physiological consequences 
of using the drugs, especially with 
long-term use. 

Dean Sarah Westfall 
compares the eemingly cosmetic 
use of cognitive-enhancing drugs 
to the use of steroids by athletes, 
in that it might be the case that 
a temporary gain could result in 
severe, long-term consequences. 
She questions whether people 
are ready to accept the long-term 
consequences that might arise 
with use of drugs like Adderall. 

But few studies of the long
term use of amphetamine' have 
been done. Research lags behind 
when it comes to the availability 
of substantive information on the 
benefits and safety of cognitlve
enhancing drugs, especially in th~ 
population of healthy individuals. 

Instead, almost all tudies 
focus on use by the population of 
people diagnosed with some sort 
of cognitive-deficit disorder, such 
as ADHD and Alzheimer's. It 
seems the first real step forward in 
dealing with cognitive-enhancing 
drug use among healthy students 
is a sophisticated program of 
research. 

A mentioned In a December 
2008 commentary in Nature, the 
risk of unintended 'ide effects is 

Continued on page 6 

Sodexo Dining Service 's webpage at 
kzoodining.com boasts fresh hit and salads, 
delicious borne-style entrees, freshly baked 
pizza and pasta, homemade soups, and new 
creations by their chefs just for you. 

to offer a full home line, theme line, grill, 
pizza selection, and salad bar, this is not 
always true on the weekend. 

There's a noticeable drop in variety 
starting with dinner on Friday. While the Continued on page 5 

HUB Educates and Mobilizes Community 

Take Back the Night Breaks Silence 
By CODY MUSSELMAN 
Staff Writer 

Last Thursday night a modestly 
sized group of both male and female 
students gathered on the lower quad 
for the annual event, "Take Back the 
Nigbt" (TBTN). The event proved 
to be emotionally challenging and 
empowering fo r both presenters and 
audience members. 

Eacb year, TBTN is an event 
tbat allows the campus community to 
gather and to "recognize that violence 

against women is real ." The presenters 
at the event ranged from frustrated 
feminists, outraged activists, to non
victims, victims, and slam poets. 
It was a night where women could 
claim, "We refuse to be silent, and we 
are speaking up ." 

Allison LaRose and Lindsey 
Kamyn presented poems by poets Mya 
Angelo and Alix Wilson, respectively. 
The poems included poignant and 

Continued on page 4 

By CATHERINE HERZOG 
Contributor 

Ask the average student on campus ifhe or 
she has beard of the HUB and you will receive 
a confused "no." Most students on campus 
aren ' t aware that they can rent bikes for free, 
or know tbat K is home to a bike co-op in its 
second year. Tbe staff of HUB, or Helping 
Understand Bikes, bopes to change tbat. 

"We want to get people biking, get people 
to have fun biking, and just get them out and 
going in general" says HUB co-founder and 
PR representative, Vinny Ricciardi, K' 09. 

Located in the basement of Dewaters, 
across from the REP Room, HUB was started 
last spring by Ricciardi , Ben Buckley, K ' 10 
and Kevin Sommer, K'09 . Tbey hoped to 
revive a bike co-op that had begun in 2003 
by the Sustainability Living Learning House, 
but bad fallen apart due to lack of interest 

Continued on page 6 
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Name' 
fml!Y 
Murphy 

Hometoll'n: 
Seattle, WA 

Year Semor 

Major. 
Political 

... ~~~;",,:.~~ Science and 
• ANSO 

Describe your hometoll'll in three wo,ru': 
Unapologetically hella rad 

What has bern yourfavorite theme party in 
your four ye01'$ at K? I heard that vampue 
party wasn'l SO bad. 

Thing eve/yo"e mllst do before they leave K 
For the love of God, take an Elman class. 

Famnte place on campus. I have a blZ3lTe 
fascinatIon WIth the wusex bathroom m the 
basement ofDeWatCI1i. 

MostplayedsongonyouriTunes' "Home" 
by Jack One, featuring Vitamin D. C Note. 
Maine and Ish. 

Favorite author/musician/artist "Ieil Smith·s 
The Uman F mnner: Gentrificanon and the 
Revanchist City is my favorite book, with The 
Bereru;tein Bears Go To Camp a close second. 

Favorite thing to do ill the middle of/he night· 
Watch "SupermaIket Sweep." 

College regret,? I've done a lot of damb 
things in my life. Smoking cigarettes takes the 
cake. 

Most memorable spling break: Sophomore 
year I spent two weeks, including St Patty's 
Day, in NYC visiting Katie Prout and Abby 
Ahlberg (BFFs) who were doing the NY Arts 
Program. Incommensurably epic. 

Peanut butter of cllOice: Creamy or death. 
Although [' d mther be eating cashew butter. 

Nex1 year: good question or actual plans? A 
one way ticket to Cuba is not off the table. 

'--___ -....;COIIeenLtr...retU·eK'J2'--____ _ 
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Letter to the Editors 
To the Editor, 
There are a few statements made 

in the recent article "The Gossip 
Culture at K" that I would like to 
question. First, while the author 
correctly identifies that "hook up" is 
an ambiguous term, the statement that 
"perhaps the phrase itselfis not all that 
bad" and that it is simply "overused" 
is flawed. ''Hook up" probably 
derives from a mixture of two uses 
of the base "hook": "hookup" as a 
connection between two parts, often 
used for instance in engineering; and 
"hooker," slang for prostitute, which 
ructionary.com traces back to the verb 
"hook" as "to ensnare." The phrase 
"hooking up" thus informally and 
subtly equates such sexual encounters 
with prostitution, and thefore with 
women's sexual subordination by 
men. 

Second, the author writes that 
"if [hooking up] has happened more 
than once, it means you're a slut or a 
womanizer." It 's important to note that 
terms such as "slut" and ''womanizer'' 
are gendered; that is, slut applies 
to women and womanizer applies 
to men. Slut almost always has a 
negative connotation that the woman 
was unable to walk the fine line 
between being sexually available and 
yet not deviant, immoral, or somehow 

'unclean. ' However, womanizer is 
more ambiguous, and can often be 
said in a positive connotation that 
implies virility, potency, or even 
' skill ' (for one example, see the 
Britney Spears song and lyrics). To 
remark that the "hook up" culture 
can brand people negatively as 
sluts or womanizers misses the role 
that gender hierarchies and double
standards play in that culture; indeed, 
in our culture at large. 

I in no way mean to imply that 
the author meant to reinforce certain 
sexist implications of the "hook up" 
culture. I agree with the sentiments 
that gossip and rumor are socially 
harmful for our campus, and I am 
grateful that the article 'was written. 
However, I think it is telling that 
"sexism" was not, or could not be, put 
alongside racism and homophobia 
as things that our campus has made 
some (albeit limited and incremental) 
strides in addressing. To be clear: 
racIsm and homophobia continue 
to be problems on our campus. I 
would hope that sexism and gender 
dominance could join them when 
aspects of our campus life, like 
the "hook up" culture, are being 
considered. 

Rob Foley K'09 

When Walls Have Ears 
Co/>1f';/ed b; Mary 8. Corc.oran 

Gently Does It 

Theatre student: I think maybe you 
should hold the ladder .. .I think 
maybe that would be best. 
Overheard by ArtMonster near 
Balch Playhouse 

B-DUBS 

Cashier: Where's the romaine 
lettuce? 
Chef On the ground. I chucked it at 
the wall. 
Overheard by POPPiNS at Buffalo 
Wild Wings 

Is it in a closet? 

Girl A: Oh, want to see the secret 
bathroom r discovered? 
Girl B: Sure. 
Girl A: It's upstairs. 
Girl B: Ugh, no. 
Overheard by Anonymous in FAB 

Extra Cbeese & Limp 

Boy A: Wow, this pizza isn ' t cooked 
very much. 
Boy B: Yeah, it looks a little limp. 
Overheard by Perch_Belly in the Caf 
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2009 Frelon Dance Company Demeaned by Hecklers 
By WOMEN'S STUDIES SEMINAR STUDENTS of what she looks like," 
Contributors Arnosky said. "It takes a lot of 

courage to go stand on stage in 
Every year, the Frelon directly, informing them that a leotard and tights and reveal 

Dance Company unites the K the cheering needed to be every 'imperfection' to the 
community in a celebration respectful. "We only had three audience. To be self-conscious 
of dance, music, and culture. minutes to perform something is one thing, but to be called 
This spring's show continued we had spent over 13 weeks out by a stranger on your body 
the tradition of .success working on and on that night- shape is another." 
and innovation as students it wasn't all that it should have Gillis added, "If you are 
performed extraordinary dances been," she said. going to come to a dance 
in sold-out shows. At the beginning of the performance, be ready to 

Essential to performances second half, Gillis addressed see everyone and anyone in 
each year is the exchange of the audience to further spandex. If you're not adult 
energy and support between discourage the disrespectful enough not to judge others, 
the audience and dancers. comments. This announcement maybe you shouldn't have 
However, during the Friday was met with cheers and claps. received your high school 
show on April 17, diploma." 
2009, this relationship "We only had three minutes to After the 
was temporarily announcement to the 
compromised by the perform something we had spent audience, there were no 
offensive, disruptive more problems during 
behavior of a group of over 13 weeks working on and the second act. However, 
K students. one director remained 

As Frelon director on that night-it wasn't all that backstage within earshot 
Holly Catherine of the audience. "If 
Gillis K'09 said, "On it should have been. " any rude comment or 
audience right, a group disrespectful act were to 
of predominantly males" made "There were a lot of parents occur, we were going to ask the 
disparaging comments about and it got on their nerves that audience member to leave," the 
both individual dancers and that was going on," Gillis said. directors said. 
friends who were on stage. "You could also hear dancers In the future, Arnosky 

Frelon directors, seniors backstage cheering because so suggests that the directors 
Gillis, Becca Fealk, Jenica Lee, many people couldn't hear the continue to make announcements 
Sarah Manley, and Tina Muzzi music or were offended." about respectful cheering 
stated, "These comments The directors stated, before each performance. 
included derogat6ry language "After the choreographers' and Choreographer/performer 
and inappropri¥e remarks dancers' hard work and time Hannah Crossley K'11 said 
about dancers' bodies." commitment, these disturbances that people should "come 

This disruptiveness felt like a slap in the face. That because you enjoy supporting 
persisted throughout the was a step that should not have your friends or you enjoy 
duration of the show's first half, been needed for members of the watching dance, not simply 
and the offensi"ge comments Kalamazoo community, nor for as an excuse to get drunk and 
were frequently loud enough to any people of our age." draw attention to yourself. This 
be heard by the audience and The fact that the hecklers takes away from the beauty of 
the dancers onstage. were judging the physical performance and simply the 

Choreographer/performer appearance of individual point of entertainment." 
Sarah Arnosky K'09 said, dancers was especially The directors concluded, 
"The cheering not only ruined upsetting to many of the "While the actions that occurred 
the emotion we were trying to performers. Backstage, a few were inconsiderate, they should 
generate in the crowd; it also women expressed uneasin<:ss not be allowed to diminish 
made it hard to be in sync." about going on stage, concerned the accomplishments of those 

In response to the behavior, about the possibility of being who worked to make Frelon 
Arnosky left the stage once criticized so publicly. a success, nor should they be 
the lights went dark and "Nearly every female has allowed to define Frelon's 
addressed the group of students body image issues, regardless performance this year." 

The Next Step: 
Plea For a Public Apology 

We, as the Women's StudIes Seminar students, speak 
as members of the K campus community, and not as 
representatives of Frelon. 

First, we appreciate the hard work and accomplishments 
of everyone lDvolved in the Frelon show thiS year Our 
goal is to ensure the future success of this show and other 
endeavors on cr.mpus by demanding respectful attitudes that 
show appropriate consideratIOn for the efforts and feelings of 
K community members. 

Frelon aside, these events represent the greater Issue 
of sexism on campus Women are publicly humiliated and 
undermined when their physical appearance is emphaSIzed 
over their work. As a campus, it's also important to ask 
ourselves why we go to great lengths to protect the identities 
of harassers. How have they earned this respect? They receive 
the undeserved privilege of anonymity by failing to be taken 
to task and made to understand the truly harmful and far
reachmg impacts of the harassment they mflict on others. 

Therefore, in lieu of the events and the college's sexual 
harassment policy, we encourage those who engaged m the 
disruptive behavior to issue a public apology to the campus. 
It IS only 'then that we will begin to heal the K community as 
a whole. 

Editors' Nole. The Index has agreed to publish anv public 
apologies. 
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Local Implications ofRINI 
By ALLISON LAROSE 
News EditOr 

Over the past few weeks. 
news stations. magazines. 
and scholarly journals have 
been obsessed with it. Parents, 
teachers. and politicians have 
worried incessantly about it. 
Now, fears about the swine Au 
epidemic seem to be waning 
despite increasing numbers of 
confinned cases worldwide. 

The HI 1 Flu Influenza 
(commonly referred to as the 
swine flu) first appeared in either 
Mexico or the Southwestern 
United States at the end of 
April. The swine flu is believed 
to have come from pIgs. It can 
be transmitted from human to 
human and produces symptoms 
similar to the common seasonal 
flu. 

As of April 30. there were 
two confinned cases of swine 
flu in Michigan. By May 7tll, the 
number was eight. By May 11th, 
the number had skyrocketed 
to 115, including one case in 
Kalamazoo. As of May 10, there 
were 2,532 confirmed cases 
in the United States and three 

. deaths. Worldwide, there were 
4,379 cases and 53 deaths. 

At the beginning of May. 
commumhes throughout the 
country began takingpreventati ve 
measures. Schools from Texas to 
Michigan were shut down. stores 
were closed. and people were 
a~ked to remam in their homes. 

"I read a couple of articles 
but I try to avoid it because 
they are making it a panic," said 
Katle Wise K'IO. Like many. 
she's skeptical of the media's 
representation of the virus. 

"1 don't feel educated 
enough to give an informed 
opinion but I have a feeling 
that the media has blown It out 
of proportion," said Marianne 
Stine K'12. 

Still. the media succeeded 
in making many people fearful. 

Across the country. drug stores 
and supermarkets sold out of 
face masks and antibactenal 
hand sanitizers. Even though 
there were only two confirmed 
cases in Michigan on April 30, 
Meijer pharmaCIes sold out of 
masks in West Micbigan. 

On Tuesday, May 5, Dr. 
Greg Holzman, medical director 
for the State Department of 
Community Health, suggested 
it was no longer necessary for 
schools to close to prevent the 
spread of swine flu. 

Two days later on May 7, 
the World Health Organization 
(WHO) did not recommend that 
travel restrictions be put in place 
because of the virus. The state of 
Michigan also announced that it 
was scaling back its emergency 
response to the influenza. 

Lisa Ailstock, the Director 
of the Student Health Center 
and its Physician Assistant, 
said. "I think it's something to 
be aware of and prepare for, 
not something we should panic 
about." Although she personally 
has not watched many news 
stations to gather information 
about the swine fiu, she suggests 
that people visit the World 
Health Organization and Centers 
for Disease Control websites for 
reliable information regarding 
the influenza. 

"I think we're going to take 
this as phase one. The virus 
has been mild in the United 
States. The latest is that maybe 
we'll have a phase of this that's 
more severe in the fall," said 
Ailstock. 

Thus, despite the growing 
number of confirmed cases of 
the swine Au. most are beginning 
to realize it isn't turning out to 
be quite the major epidemic 
origmally feared. The epidemic 
appears to be following the 
trends ofthe West Nile and SARS 
viruses that were also predicted 
to be major epidemICS. 

TBTN Liberates 
Continued from page 1 

sometimes crude lines like, "Your body 
has slammed shut forever, and no keys 
exist," and "it doesn't take a dick to have 
balls." 

The viewpoints of non-victims were 
well represented. The women who spoke 
conveyed how far reaching abuse was, 
and that many, if not most of us know 
someone who has been abused, even if 
we aren 't aware of their story. 

"This is a problem that affects all of 
us directly or indirectly." However, once 
victims ' stories are shared, the vantage 
point of the non-victim acquaintance 
is altered. "Suddenly this wasn't some 
distant freak chance occurrence," said one 
student. 

As vlctlms began to share their 
experiences from the podium, tears of rage, 
sympathy and empathy sprang from the eyes of 
various attendees. Young women shared their 
experiences with their peers about abusive 
relationships, being made to feel like they were 
irrational, fears that they might find themselves in 
the same situation again and struggles in handling 
the shame and fault associated with instances of 
abuse . 

"Take Back The Night is a step in breaking 
the silence," one student said. Another student 
appealed to the men in the audience and 
worldwide: "What I'm asking of you men is to 
give us back the right to our bodies tonight, every 
night and every second of every day." 

In an event where women shared how 
they situate themselves in a patriarchal world 
and their personal experiences with physical and 
sexual abuse, the last speaker summed up many 
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of the feelings and attitudes present at the event, 
stating, "I want people to be angry, frustrated and 
saddened that this yearly event had to happen 
again this year!" 

After the event the women gathered, 
armed with noisemakers and chants, and marched 
to Bronson Park. The men present stayed behind 
to be a part of a discussion group. 

Meredith Quinlan K '12 reacted, "I wasn't 
really sure what to expect. I think it was a really 
empowering, yet emotionally challenging event. 
Part of me wishes that there were more people 
here tonight, but for those who were here it's a 
really powerful experience." 

Abby Alberg K '09 said, "It 's amazing 
that intelligent, articulate women from all four 
years here at K were able to get up and express 
themselves." 

In reference to an ill-timed game of 
Frisbee golf, Hussain Turk K' ll said, "As a man, 
I was ashamed that other men were throwing 
Frisbees." 

Zach Holden K' 12 added another 
male perspective, "I thought it was a 
really powerful event. I think it was 
important that men take the event to 
heart, because it is our problem to fix 
in each and every way." 

The event was simultaneously 
liberating and saddening. Hopefully 
the message of the event will be far 
reaching, and touch students who were 
unable to make it to the event. 

As brave and bold women 
continue to break the silence, the 
college is applauded for providing a 
space and time during which women 
on K's campus can stake their claim 
and "Take Back The Night! " 

Editors' Note: The names of several students 
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Fanns to K Hosts Asparagus-Themed Spring Cook-Off 
By LISA PHILLIPS 
StaffWriter 

fuculty members will compete to 
create the most delectable asparagus 
concoction possible using locally 
grown mgredients. 

tickets are $2.00, 
and plates can "Because we have such a global
be rented at the 

Students, get your plates and 
forks ready; Farms to K's Spring 
Cook-Off is back this y!l<\fwith an 
excitingly green. leafY twist 

Rumored recipes for this year 
range from Asparagus Guacamole 
to Asparagus Macaroni and Cheese, 
and even a potential asparagus 
dessert. As Skalican explained, "It's 
up for everyone's nnagination-
they can cook whatever they want" 

event for an extra ized food system now, where food 
dollar. 

The event is is cheap, the local food system 

The event, taking place next 
Monday at 6;30 P.M. i,o Holx.'I1 

aimed at getting . 
students to realize doesn ~ get as much support as it 
that it's easy to 
buy and cook needs in order to stay afloat. " 
local foods, said 

Lounge, has a theme; 
Why asparagus? 
"Asparagus is special to 

Miclugan. It's the first crop 
available m the spnng, and the 
asparagus capital of the world j" 

in Michigan," said FamlS to K 
member Toni Skalican K' I I. 

Ellen Murphy K'I2 added, 
''Originally we wanted the 
Asparagus Queen from Oceana 
County to be a judge, but she was 
busy." 

In this year's Cook-Off, eight 
tearns composed of students and 

President Wilson-Oyelaran 
"ill make a special appearance to 
judge the competition. along with 
Sodexho Catering Manager Cindy 
Flickinger and Jared Dellario of' A 
Food Affair, ' the Farms to K Local 
Food Showdown wirmer this falL 

The winner will get his or her 
recipe served m the Theme Line m 
the canlpUS ca feleria. 

Tickets will be sold outside the 
cafeteria during lunch and dinner 
hours from May 13 to 15. Student 

Skalican. 
"'It's inlportant to eat locally 

to support the local businesses and 
local farmers. Because we have 
such a globalized food system now, 
where food is cheap, the local food 
system doesn't get as much support 
as it needs in order to stay afloat," 
she saId. 

Murphy emphasized the 
healthmess of local food chOIces: 
"Local food hasn't traveled as 
many miles, so it's better for the 

environment, and it also tastes 
fresher." 

Students and faculty will 
also have the opportunity to Sign 

the "'Commitment to Local Food 
Purchasmg at Kalamazoo College" 
at the event. The statement, 
endorsed by the Kalamazoo 
College Climate Comm.itment 
Planning Committee. IS rumed at 

encouraging the College to bring 
more local food to the cafetena 

Student Commission Addresses New Constitution 
By PAT TANIS & ANNIE WEIR 
SruComrn President & President-Fleet 

Fellow Students, 
A few weeks ago, we stood together as 

one studentbody and voted overwhelmingly 
for a better Student Commission. As the 
outgoingand incomingStudentCommission 
Presidents, it is our responsibility to ensure 
a proper transition to this new governing 
document for your student govemrnent. 
Not only will the new Constitution be a 
clearer guide for the organization in the 
future, there are some important structural 
changes as a result of it that will impact 
how Commissioners are elected. 

We have already been through the first 
step in implementing these alterations. With 
the election of Annie as the President (and 
four others as Executives), the Commission 
already has a tearn of leaders in place for 
the next year to formulate a vision for the 
organization. In the fall (times of elections 
will mo t likely remain the same), you 
won't be voting for individual members to 
sit on individual committees, as has been 
past practice. You will be voting for five 
Commissioners from yourc1ass to represent 
you on the Commission. TIlls will provide 
you with identifiable representation that 

you can go to with your concerns on campus 
policy. [t is vitally important that all of you 
encourage strong leaders to run for these 
positions. Of those twenty Commissioners 
elected, Annie, as President, will appoint 
five of them to Secretary-level (year-long) 
positions. The remaining fifteen will be 
up for reelection for Winter and Spring 
Quarters. 

Think of the five Commissioners that 
you will be electing from your class as 
similar to Representatives to Congress; you 
vote for them to serve in the body, and then 
they are chosen by the leadership to serve 
on specific committees. That is exactly how 
the new Student Commission will operate. 
To supplement the new Constitution, the 
Commission will be inshtuting new bylaws 
before the end of the quarter. These bylaws 
will, among other things, streamline the 
budgeting process for student organizations. 
Look for details on this in the days and 
weeks to come. All of these changes may 
initially sound confusing, but do not fret, we 
are doing everything in our power to ensure 
that this transition process is as seamless as 
possible. You, and Kalamazoo College, will 
have a better student govemrnent because 
ofil. 

5 

WeekendW~ 

in the Cafeteria 
Continued from page 1 

same on Saturday as they do 00 

Wednesday. 
The reasoning behind this 

change is fairly obvious. Less 
people come into the cafeteria on 
the weekend, so less food needs 
to be provided. This mentality is 
also reflected with the hours kept 
on Saturday and Sunday. With 
brunch lasting two hours and 
dinner only an hour and a half, 
students stuck on campus have a 
mere three and a half hours a day 
in which to get a hot meal. 

Compare this to weekday 
hours where hot meals are served 
7 hours a day. Students don't have 
classes on the weekend, hut many 
students are active with sports, 
drama, clubs, and a myriad 
of other meetings, jobs, and 
appointments. This creates the 
same narrow window for meals 
as weekdays for many students, 
and they're faced with half the 
time to dine. 

With reduced hours and 
decreased business, the question 
is ultimately whether to provide 
less quantity of the same variety 
or to make a restricted menu in 
bulk and hope people like what 
is served. This (!an result in food 
from brunch bemg served at 
dirmer. 

While this prevents 
unnecessary waste, it can be 
perplex.ing to see sausage gravy 
next to the American bounty 
vegetable soup when the entree 
for dinner was fried catfish with 
hush puppies. 

[n spite of the perception 
of an abandoned campus on 
the weekends, the lines still 
grow and the dining hall still 
gets crowded at meals. Even if 
this is due to minimized meal 
times, it still demonstrates that a 
similar demand is meeting much 
less supply just because it's the 
weekend. 

• 
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The Dangers of Cognitive Drugs HUB Helps Your Wheels Out 
times as they'd like. Bike rentals are 
free: once students have filled out an 
insurance waver they are free to check 
out the bike of their choice, along with 
a helmet and combination lock. 

Continued from page 1 

great with drugs that directly alter the 
brain's chemistry, including cognitive
enhancing drugs. Though the FDA 
ensures safety for the indicated medical 
uses of the drug, no guarantees can 
be made that the drug will be safe 
for off-label uses, such as cognitive 
enhancement. 

"But consider this: what 

if addiction weren t an 

issue at all?" 

Along with all the social implications 
of drug addiction, the physiological 
consequences to the individual, especially 
a user of psychostimulants, include heart 
palpitations and arrhythmias, heart attack, 
and death, not to mention the effects of 
long-term, artificial stimulation of the 
nervous system. Psychostimulants like 
Adderall have also been shown to induce 
psychosis in some prone individuals, and 
even precipitate a manic episode in those 
with bipolar disorder. 

Another concern is that drugs 
currently used for cognitive enhancement 
are sort of "crude" measures that "swann" 
the brain, effecting changes at multiple, 
and sometimes undesirable, sites. 

Most cognitive-enhancing drugs 
have been shown to be addictive. In 
fact, amphetamine (Adderall) is often 
considered one of the top five drugs 
hardest to stop using, from a list that 
includes heroin, alcohol, tobacco, and 
cocaine; also, tolerance to amphetamine 
develops rapidly. 

The cognitive-enhancer modafinil 
(Provigil brand) is used by everyone 
from academics, to surgeons, to Air 
Force pilots in order to work long hours, 
stay awake, concentrate, and to improve 
motivation, without the side-effects 
of amphetamines. Though Provigil 
is only approved by the FDA to treat 
sleep disorders such as narcolepsy and 
fatigue, strong evidence suggests its 
effectiveness as a cognitive-enhancer. 
Once thought to have a completely 
different mechanism of acllon from the 
amphetamines, and therefore considered 
relatively non-addictive, new research 

suggests Provigil has potential for 
abuse. 

The evidence comes from a study 
in March's issue of JAMA, which 
found that Provigil "acutely increased 
dopamine levels and blocked dopamine 
transporters in the human brain. Because 
drugs that increase dopamine [like the 
amphetamines) have the potential for 
abuse ... these results suggest that risk for 
addiction in vulnerable persons merits 
heightened awareness." Interestingly, 
though, Provigil is also being tested as a 
treatment for amphetamine addiction. 

But consider this: What if addiction 
weren't an issue at all? A March 3 article 
in Newsweek written by a medical doctor 
describes the future of anti-addiction 
drugs: "The latest of these, now in 
development, are vaccines that may be 
able not just to treat addiction but to 
prevent it as well. These vaccines would 
train the immune system to recognize 
psychoactive substances that now 
slip unidentified into the bloodstream 
(cocaine, for example) but, when 
identi fied, can be destroyed before they 
can reach the brain." 

If the most-effective cognitive
enhancing drugs are addictive, should 
the drugs be legal, as long as users have 
a vaccine? 

Continued from page 1 

and constant theft of the donated bikes 
since there was no concrete rental 
system or safe place to keep the bikes 
when not in use. 

"We spent the summer revamping 
the idea of the co-op, moved the co-op 
into Dewaters, and painted all the bikes 
yellow and green. We wanted a more 
sustainable operation with a solidified 
renting process," says Ricciardi, 
something HUB continues to perfect. 

Currently HUB is affiliated with the 
Recycling Department ofK's Facilities 
Management, with Sommer taking 
charge of leadership in the role of head 
mechanic, while Ricciardi and Buckley 
keep HUB going through constantly 
working on the bikes, helping students 
with repairs, and trainmg the next 
generation of HUB staff. 

In the future. says Ricciardi, HUB 
hopes to break away from the recycling 
department and become independently 
run and funded. but for now they 
continue to focus on streamlining their 
rental process and working on the 
existing bikes. 

What most students on campus 
don't realize is that through HUB they 
can rent a bike for up to a week, as many 

"Currently we have around 15 
bikes, all of which were donated by 
faculty and local community members," 
Ricciardi says. ~ressing that bikes are 
available to anyone who wants one, 
whether it be for an afternoon grocery 
run or a weekend trip. 

However, students who want to 
work on their own bikes can also 
utilize HUB, a growing and invaluable 
resource for cyclists on the campus. 

"Our mission statement is to help 
people understand bikes. We want 
people to learn about bikes" says 
Ricciardi, pointing towards HUB's 
Do-It-Yourself ethics. 

"You can bring your bike in for 
repairs, but we won't fix it for you," 
he said. "We'll help you learn to fix it. 
and work on it with you. You can even 
just come in and help us work on the 
rental bikes if you want to learn about 
maintenance and bike repair." 

This help is, like the bike rentals, 
completely free, with select parts such 
as replacement wheel inner tubes 
available for sale through the co-op. 

===== _________ -----" HUB staff will also walk students 
through the process of purcbasing 
and replacing parts, often directing 
business towards Alfred E. Bike, 
located downtown. 

Further, HUB has also reached out 
to the campus in the form of events: 
recently they hosted a community ride 
on Kal-Haven, the 35-mile scenic trail 
that runs between Kalamazoo and South 
Haven, open to any students interested. 
They are also hosting weekly rides 
from campus to the Bank Street Market 
on Saturday mornings, with students 
meeting around 9:30 in the Dewater's 
basement to prepare for the 10:00 A.M. 
ride across town. 

Students who want to rent a bike, or 
work on their own bikes are free to drop 
into the HUB without an appointment: 
the co-op is open Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday evenings from 
3-6; Wednesdays from 3-5 and 6-8, and 
Sundays from 6-8. 
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SIP Spotlight: Lake Village 

Lake Village Homestead 

By ALLIE]ACOBS 
StaffWritx:r 

English major Ryan Booms K'09 
used his storytelling and filmmaking 
talents to create a documentary film 
SIP on the Lake Village Homestead 
Farm Cooperative in Kalamazoo. 

The Lake Village co-op was 
founded by Roger Ulrich, a professor 
at Western Michigan University. 
Booms' film, titled "Lake Village," 
is an illustrative blend of interviews, 
farm scenes, archive footage, and local 
concert footage depicting the lifestyle 

~1Il~~C:d~i:~i~1 of this intentional farm community. 
I "I wanted to do something with 

Photo/Ryan Booms 

farms and something with community," 
Booms said. 

His interest in understanding 
where food comes from, and venturing 
outside of Kalamazoo College enabled 
him to connect with the fanners at the 

Lake Village co-op. For a month in 
August, Booms worked at the co-op. 
He has spent most of this year collecting 
footage, and finally completed the 
filming process this April. 

While filming at the Lake Village 
co-op, Booms also learned about the 
influence of the novel "Walden Two," 
by B.F. Skinner, on the co-op's overall 
mission. Skinner's novel discusses a 
rura1 community of creative people 
working together to cultivate the earth 
in harmony, which are motivating ideas 
behind the Lake Village co-op. 

The premiere of "Lake Village," 
takes place Thursday, May 14, in 
Dewing 103. Doors open at 8:30 
P.M., and the film will start at 9 
P.M. Admission is free and open 
to the public. To learn more about 
the Lake Village co-op, visit www. 
lakevillagehomestead.org. 

In The Dungeon with Jon Reeves & "Return to the Forbidden Planet" 
By KAITLYN WALTER "Both acts are under 
StaffWritx:r "Roller skating robot. Giant one-eyed an hour. With intermission 

the show will probably be 
The big show this quarter is K's alien. Ray guns. And it 's family friendly. under two hours. It is a very 

biannual musical, and 2009's offering is high energy show. There's a 
''Return to the FOibidden Planet," directed Kids can pet the monster. What more lot of stuff to go on in less 
by Jon Reeves, Kalamazoo College than two hours." 
Technical Director. do you want in life? " 'There are a lot of 

Reeves makes his Ka1arnazoo reasons to come to the 
College directorial debut with the 1989 jukebox craziness going," said Reeves. "I've often said sbow," said Reeves. "One, to see 
musical. that corning in at night to direct with the students these performers to do an incredible 

In this outlandish and crazy show, Reeves has been the highlight of my day. I honestly do . job. Two, gorgeous, gorgeous, 
displays his technological skills and impressive mean that It's a lot of fi.m." gorgeous, gorgeous, costumes. 
stage design that made him ideal to direct this The energetic, singing cast is made up of Every costume has been designed 
show. 15 students plus guest cast members Provost and built specifica1ly for this 

"I was chosen because it is such a quirky Mickey McDonald and President Eileen show-every single one, including 
science fiction, technica1ly heavy, oddba1l Wuson-Oyelaran, who make appearances in the the giant alien. And three, this is the 
comedy. The rest of the faculty looked at me show. There are 25 crew members, including most technologica1ly advanced and 
and said 'Interested?' and I said 'Yes,'" said ten follow spot operators alone. bappenin' show that has been done 
Reeves. "It's definitely more my kind of show "It's a lot of people. It's science fiction. at K in a long time." 
for my background training in theatre." There's aliens in it There's a lot of technology ''Roller skating robot Giant 

The story is very, very loosely based on that gnes with that," said Reeves. 'There's one-eyed alien. Ray guns. And it's 
Sbakespeare's 'The Tempest" and stea1s lines explosions, live sound, recorded sound. Over family fuendly. Kids can pet the 
from everything the Bard ever wrote. Though 430 light cues, a half dozen air cannons, monster. What more do you want in 
it's told with the help of the 1950's rock and multiple fog and smoke machines, hazers, life?" said Reeves. 
roll music, at its heart it's a love story involving bubble machines, almost 300 fixtures, full The show runs Week Seven 
monsters, robots, and space ships. orchestra, actual real synthesizers, to give that Thursday, May 14 thmugh Saturday, 

"I have always worked with large groups. SO's sound, areal Therernin forthat50's sound, May 16 at 8:00 PM. and Sunday, 
I've always done sort of outIandish productions and 21 video segments that belp along the plot May 17 at 2:00 P.M in the Balch Rehearsal of -Forbidden Pumet" Photo/Kdscy Hahn 
that are technica1ly complicated and just and comedy. It's sheer crazy." Playhouse theatre. 

-
-
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THIS WEEK IN SPORTS 
Lacrosse Fights For Credibility 
By ELLEN JILEK 
Staff Writer 

K College athletics unfortunately 
won't be including a varsity women's 
lacrosse team among its ranks in the near 
future, according to K's athletic director 
Kristen Smith. 

"I can see lacrosse fitting in at this 
school very well," said Smith, but she 
went on to say "We could not afford to 
support it currently." 

There's certainly no lack of interest in 
the three-year-old team, which regularly 
has from 15 to 20 members. At this time, 
though, it doesn't even have club status 
due to a lack of funding. The team must 
raise all funds on its own, and can't even 
rely on StuComm for any money because 
the group is competitive, according to 
Rachel Eddy K'09, one of the team's 
captains 

Team members have expressed a 
desire to become official. 

"Our main goal overall is to become 
a varsity team," said Eddy. Going varsity 
would be grant the team a coach, a regular 
season, and official games against other 
colleges, including Aquinas and WMU 
- a far cry from the scrimmages against 
high schools and the one end-of-year 
tournament in which the completely 
student-run team is currently able to 
participate. 

With the softball team not playing a 
season this year, there have been munnurs 
that the lacrosse team might take that 
team's place in the varsity roster, in order 
to ensure that Title IX regulations at K are 
maintained. 

However, Smith left no doubt that 
this would not occur. "We wouldn't want 
it to replace any sports we have," she said. 
Smith also indicated that there would be 
no team until the school can adequately 
support those it currently has. 

"If we're going to do it, we're going 
to do it well and do it right," said Smith. 

Hornet of the Week 

Courtesy of Spons Information 

Compiled by Jessica Maas 

Dave Oliphant 

five strikeouts in a game against 
Great Lakes on March 20, 2008. 

Week: He pitched seven innmgs of a 
mne-innmg game against Trine in his last 
start of the season, allowing four earned 
runs, walking three, and striking out three. 
The game was tied 5-5 when he left and he 
finished the season with an ERA of 6.47, the 
second-best on the team, and three wins, the 
most of any Hornet pitcher thi spnng. 

5/8 

Week 6 Baseball: Trine 8, Kalamazoo 5 
Baseball: Trine 7, Kalamazoo 6 (9 innings) 

5/9 Sports 
Results 

Men's Tennis: Carnegie Mellon 5, Kalamazoo I 

5/10 
Baseball: Trine 6, Kalamazoo I 
Baseball: Trine 12, Kalamazoo I 

Sports Briefs 
By JESSICA MAAS 
Sports Editor 

Baseball 
The baseball team's (8-28, 5-23 MIAA) 

season ended on Sunday with two losses 
against Trine (15-25, 11-17 MIAA) to end 
conference play. 

On Friday, the Hornets feU twice to 
the Thunder at home, losing 8-5 in the first 
game and 7-6 in nine innings in the second 
game. 

Ryan Benjamin K'09 had two hits in 
the first game, and David Karnennan K'12, 
Brian Barkley K' 10, Larry Briski K'10, and 
Taylor Fodor K'09 each had one. 

Ben Schroeder K' 1 0 suffered the loss 
on the mound. 

In the second game, Benjamin, Jake 
Hansen K'12, and Mike McCann K'12 all 
had two hits, and the Hornets were winning 
5-3 after the fourth inning but allowed Trine 
to score over the next three innings to tie 
the game 5-5 at the bottom of the seventh 
inning. Each team scored a run in the eighth, 

Swuiay, May 17, 2009 

but the Thunder scored again in the ninth 
and K was unable to answer. 

Dave Oliphant K'll was the starting 
pitcher for the Hornets, but was relieved 
by Drew Ordakowski K' 12 after seven 
complete innings, who pitched less than an 
inning before Nick Jones K'12 took over 
and eventually suffered the loss. 

Kalamazoo ended the season in eighth
place in the MIAA. 

Men's Tennis 
The men's tennis team (15-9) ended 

their season with a 5-1 loss to Carnegie 
Mellon (20-7) in the second round of the 
NCAA ill Tournament on Saturday, May 9. 

Jason Brown K'IO and Cyrus Jadun 
K' 10 grabbed a point for the Hornets with 
a win at one doubles, but Carnegie Mellon 
took the other two doubles points and won at 
one, two, and four singles to end the match 
in their favor. 

Jadun and Brown each played to three 
sets in the one and two singles matches, 
respectively. Nate Eddy K'12 lost in two 
sets and the other three matches, played by 
Patrick Boyd K'IO, Josh Rinaldi K'09, and 
Alex Dombos K' 12 all went unfinished. 

Come out thi Sunday tQ Sl.\Pirt the team and 
atliefe . partidp~tinjt in 

yea trtathron! 



Established 
1877 

May 21, 2009 
Eighth Week 

----------- The student newspaper of Kalamazoo College -----------

Dorm Energy Competition Kicks Off 
By CODY MUSSELMAN 
Staff Writer 

The time has come once again 
for students to tum off the lights, shut 
down computers, take shorter showers, 
and unplug cell-phone chargers in this 
year's dorm energy competition. From 
Wednesday, May 27 to Tuesday, June 2, 
dorms will be competing with each other 
to lower their energy conswnption. The 
pwpose of this competition is for students 
to take responsibility for their contribution 
to campus energy consumption and 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

SSDP's Drug 
Policy Debate 
By JORDAN RICKARD 
StaffWriter 

Students for Sensible Drug 
Policy and the Political Science 
Department hosted a debate 
featuring speakers on U.S. drug 
policy and the legal status of 
marijuana. The speakers were Kris 
Krane and Kevin Sabet Professor 
John Dugas moderated 

There will be two portions of the 
energy competition. The overall energy 
portion will look at which dorm saves the 
most energy within the seven-<lay period 
of time. The day-to-<lay portion will look 
at which dorm saves the most energy for 
an individual day. Students will receive 
updates about the daily status of the halls 
through campus announcements. The dorm 
energy information will also be available on 
the Black, Orange, and Green sustainability 
Web site. 

In addition to lowering energy 
consumption, there will be events beld each 

day of the week to encourage students to get 
. out of their dorms and into common spaces, 
like Hicks and Jazzman's, wbere energy is 
already in use. Students will be rewarded for 
attending these events by earning points, or 
enetgy stingers. for their dorms. 

In addition to earning energy 
stingers, students fiom the dorm with the 
greatest individual day reduction will be 
entered to win prizes. On days when there 
are events at Bigghy's there will be a $1 off 
of any grande size drink. Similarly, when 
the events are at Jazzman's, students can get 

Continued on page 10 Unplugged for a Cause Photo/Mary Corcoran 

Munch on This 
By MARY B. CORCORAN 
Executive Editor 

The hike to Munchle Mart can be a challenge, be it 
from a Vampire-themed Valentine's Day Party on Forbes 
Street, a Zombie Bride Festival on Davis, or even from 
as close as one ofKalarnazoo College's dorms. 

The walk often requires intense focus, chanting 
the grocery list, or even just a single word-cigarettes, 
cigarettes, cigarettes-to ensure one's quest is 
successful. 

"You focus on walking in a straight line, decIding 

Kris Krane is the Executive 
Director for SSDP and had done 
work with NORML. Kevin Sabet 
served as the senior speechwriter 
and adviser for two of the past 
drug czars in the Bush and Clinton 
administrations. The topics included 
the legalization of marijuana, 
medical marijuana, the War on 
Drugs, and the effect of the drug 
cartels and drug trade on Mexico. 

You've Seen the Out$ide ... Photo/TJ Kosinski 
Continued on page 8 

When asked if marijuana 
should be decriminalized Krane 
responded, ''the simple answer is 
yes", but he went on to clariiY that 
"we're not talking about anyone 
going to the local 711 1 and buying 

Continued on page 4 

Lacking Nutrition in the Cafeteria 

Mac 'n Chwe? Photo/Will Chearbam 

By WILLIAM CHEATHAM 
StaffWriter 

There exists anecdotal evidence that 
leaving a meal plan and eating mostly off 
campus can result in improvements to health. 
For instance, some students actually report 
that symptoms of diabetes, such as hair loss, 
dramatically decrease in severity after moving 
off campus. To what extent that reported 
improvement is a result of a change in diet, 
versus a change in physical activity or stress 

level, remains unproven. 

Continued on page 9 
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Name: 
Miche'le 
Mauiri 

Hometo..,n: 
Troy, 
Michigan 

Year: 
Sophomore 

Major: 
Political 
Science? 
Business? 

I'm still trying to figure that one out. 

Dinosaur of choice. Raptors because they 
are creepy and badass. 

Favorite show on tv 0000 definitely The 
Office and FamIly Guy. 

Study abroad location. Beijing, China! 
So excited! 

What 'II you miss the most? Playmg 
basketball. 

Why K' It was either here or prison. 

Thoughts on the new curriculum. If only 
I didn't have to do all those stupid credits 
last year ... 

Words to live by: "Would I rather be 
feared or loved? t...m. .easy, both. I want 
people to be afraId of how much the love 
me." -The Office 

Guilt.· pleasure Sleepmg. 

FU.'Jrite lat· mght STIlJCk. Pistachio 
puddmg. 

FML moment My whole He is an FML 
\Doment Or, that time I got hit in the face 
WIth a broOIl' and reeded 30 stitches, 

FavorIte thmg about sprmg' G.:1s In 

short skirts, ow ow' 

Summer piaTt> .. DOlrg (hopefully) legal 
tbmgs to make some money for Chma. 

- wueen Lawrence K 'Il 

ON THE QUAD I The Index, May 21, 2009 

Letter to the Editors 
Dear Editors, 

This letter comes from a biased 
observer, but I must say Kudos to 
senior Marc Korn for his tremendous 
efforts organizing the K Triathlon. In 
my volunteer role, I found him to be 
congenial, organized and a lot of fun 
to be around during what could have 
been a stressful time. He definitely 
has the magic touch when it comes 
to organization and communication. 
I want to thank Marc and everyone 
involved with the organization of the 
Triathlon for honoring activity and 
therefore health and wellness, on this 

campus. I have said for years, "An 
active campus is a happy campus", 
Plus Marc had the guts to actually 
participate in the event! I did not 
know that he was going to participate, 
and when he passed my checkpoint 
yelling "Thank You Coach Hess!" 
from his bicycle, I was one happy 
volunteer, 

Congratulations to all for a 
wonderful event! 

Jeanne Hess 
Chair, Physical Education 

Department 

When Walls Have Ears 
COM?;/ec/ b; Mary 13. CorCoral? 

Tysonesque 
Woman, leaving party: Watch out: 
I'm in the mood to bite someone. 
Overheard by Perch_Belly on Lovell 
Street 

Depends on This 
Guy A: Dude, you're definitely going 
to poop your pants. 
Guy B: I know. I'm planning on 
wearing a diaper. 
OverhearcJ by Anonymous at Stetson 
Chapel 

The Least of Her Worries 
Girl on cell phone: Why dido't you 
tell me Nanny and Poppy's house 
burnt down? ... the firefighters got in 
a fistfight? 
Overheard by Goblin_Mullet in 
Trowbridge 

You Might Be Alone ... 
Boy to group: I wish we lived in, 
like, the Dragon Ball Z world. 
Overheard by POPPiNS in the 
cafeteria 
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Springtime Fences Protect Grass, Keep Students Out 
By COLLEEN LAWRENCE 
Features Editor 

Come the return of the sun, K students 
flock outdoors to lather their overtly pale skin 
in light. The long, dreary, painfuJ, awful, gray, 
depressing winter has ended, and the grass is 
ours again. 

As a first year, however, I did not know 
that with spring comes fences-fences, 
fences, everywhere. On the quad and lining 
the sidewalks, they impede on fully enjoying 
K'sglory. 

The quad is meant to be enjoyed. It is 
meant to be smothered by the bodies that 
love it so. It is meant to be serenaded with 
music and laughter, riddled with frisbees and 
blankets. 

do with the grass. 
"Graduation lasts for 

2 hours, but students have 
to endure these fences for 2 
months. Even on graduation 
day, few people even notice 
the perfect grass since the 
chairs are typically sitting 
on the lawn," said Karyn 
Boatwright, Associate 
Professor of Psychology. 

"To restrict students' 
quad activities for 2 months 
with the protective feoces 
simply to ensure that the 
quad looks perfectly 
groome<t for parents who 
attend graduation seems 
ridiculous and insulting to 
our students." 

Don't get me wrong; r 

By littering the quad with fences, it's 
almost as if those in charge are insinuating 
that we, the students, are children and must be 
told where it's appropriate to walk. (Heaven 
forbid we make a trail down the slope.) We're 
not kids, though we do thoroughly enjoy grass 
and frolicking on it 

enjoy our ethereal outdoors Fences Mar K's ~ad While Students Enjoy Scenery 
just as much as the next 

Photo/Colleen Lawrence 

senior class, I would rather have four years of 
quad grazing than one day of green grass-a 
day in which, mind you, the grass is covered 
by chairs and eyes are looking anywhere but 
down. 

The fences, in the end, do further beautifY 
our campus. And graduation day, down they 
will come. The grass will be green, smiles and 
tears will abound-but they have nothing to 

person. The lawns' beauty is thanks to our 
FacMan employees and students workers; 
they cannot be under-appreciated. But, in 
order to fully respect all they do, the fences 
must come down. 

They hinder those naked and not They 
take away from the overall atmosphere of 
togetherness and community that the quad is 
meant to embody. 

Though I cannot speak for the current 

Security Officer Blows Smoke Over Hookah Debacle 
By MILO MADOLE 
Contributor 

On March 30, 2009 my friend 
Jameson Drouin K' 12 called the 
security office to inquire about 
campus reguJations pn hookah. 
Unfortunately, the on-duty 
security officer was unaware of a 
recent policy change on the issue. 
Today I am painfully aware not 
only of that new policy, but also 
of this campus's unforgiving 
and often poorly focused justice 
system. 

On April 17"', two RAs 
confronted seven students 
in possession of a hookah 
vase outside of Trowbridge 
Hall. Confused because of 
our unequivocal trust in the 
knowledge of the security office, 
we denied to comment about 
the owner of the hookah. As a 
consensus, we believed it was 

irresponsible to make a statement 
without exploring the college's 
rules and regulations. Despite our 
good intentions, I was charged 
with possession of a prohibited 
item and failure to comply with a 
college official. I was sentenced 
to probation through winter 
quarter of next year. 

Pending appeal, this 
punishment will prevent me from 
being a member of the "Interfaith 
Spirituality" living-learning 
house, which I co-founded and 
co-led through the application 
process. Although immediately 
devastated and angered, I 
quickly became troubled about 
the broader status of "justice" on 
tbis campus. My situation is an 
important example of injustice, 
but I have encountered many 
similar stories of punishments 
with no direct relationship to the 

"Is the goal of 'justice' to rob the guilty individual of those things 

that are most important to them?" 

crimes committed. 
Through endless pondering 

of this issue, I found many 
questions with concerning 
answers. What is the goal of 
"justice" at this school? Is it to 
hand out punishment regardless 
of intention? Is punishment more 
important than honesty, integrity, 
or the health of the community? 
Is the goal of "justice" to rob the 
guilty individual of those things 
that are most important to them? 

These questions cut to 
the core of what is meant by 
']ustice". The answers give 
two possible outcomes, which 
define the entire culture of 
an institution. In the first 

possibility, the governing body 
adopts the goal of appropriate 
recourse; intention, outcome, 
and responsible punishment are 
considered. Consequences are 
meted to improve the community 
and those that detract from society, 
such as mine, are abandoned. In 
the second possibility, totalitarian 
deterrence is adopted; the 
goal of punishment becomes 
to deter further crime through 
excessively harsh discipline. 
PUnLshment has no correlation to 
the crime committed other than 
to discourage it from occurring 
again. 

In the first society, the 
citizens are deterred not through 

intimidation and pain, but through 
punishments that demonstrate 
the effects of their mistakes. In 
the long run, these people learn 
responsibility and desire to be 
honorable citizens. The members 
of the second society, however, 
learn only how to fear and avoid 
punishment. 

Though the decision is not yet 
final, the implications of my case 
are serious. To the administration 
I would ask again - What is the 
goal of ']ustice" at this school? 
What are you teaching us? And, 
to the students T would ask this 
Are you willing to protest against 
injustice and continue to fight 
toward that better choice? 
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OTt S~day. M.ty 11. Pm. Ob8IM ~d the 
COITIfMI'OIfI'IeM IPMCh fI:Ir Noh D.". University 
In South 8end. Incllna. HII IftHnDe .,d .w.rd 
cn.t.d Wi It! OriiIY MMJ"IIINI"y ... Non Dame 
is a CdloliCliratilutlon, and 0tJ.1NI is pnHhoioe. 
'Tt*ty-nIne protat.rs'Mnt arrutld. inc*IdI"II the 

Roe t\'vm the Roe v. w.de 011 .. in ,g73. 

w. the oammenc:em...tspuch t Non o.lNI n 
~op wilt venue ftIr people to protist the Prwl. 

Ob8IM's position on abortion? 

"By going 11 .... "e wasnlsupport· 
Inu abortion. ~ wun't prapagII
Ina hi. pro-choice pllltlJrm. He wa 
Imnt.d by the coIege to dlliYw 
ward. at eflOOUl1lglrnenl and 
lrospiration to 11. new ~du"", 
Thia wa not a poIibl .....m . .,d 
It Wli complftlly inappropriate for 
protuIcn to beoome invotved In 
1111 p!WYiously nautral ewnt." 
Hutch PilTWlilll K '12 

"I mean, pel'lOl'l8ly, • e coli. 
student. I wouldn·t want 

5IOfI'IeClM pratuting lit my 
gJIIdIulltion. but whIIt btIhr plaClt 
tMn a univetMy Htting to MV. 

an open discussion IIbout • con
trov.rsial topic. I mean, , think irs 
coal hi didn't go to Betbl.y and 

gwt praised. but I wouldn't want 
people stormn" the quad during 

my~.n.· 

Kri.stia McAlpine K '00 

·1 personaly bel..". that it 
was an inappropriAl YW1Ueao 
proIBt.tbecause you should 
respect tile grwlLEng class 
of No1n! DamII and not IisnIpt 
their ceremony. their once in a 
time achievemert. by bringing 
your political views and not suI)" 
poring the Prasaenrs ClCIIn

rnenc:.ment speed1." 
Bizlltlath Huwa oft K '12 
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SIPs and Seniors Change the World 
By ALLISON LAROSE 
News Editor 

Every year, a different group of seniors bring inspiring 
Senior Individualized Projects to the college community. 
This year, seven seniOIS--'Nikki Baker, Mami Newell, 
RosaLeigh Vedolich, Aaron Coleman, Coco Cotbett, 
Elana Toumquist, and Nathania DalIas-were recognized 
by Kalamazoo College fucuJty for their outstanding senior 
theses at the Jama, ''SIPS That Changed Our World: 

: Empowering and Connecting through the Jowney of the 
Senior Individualized Project." 

Baker's SIP focused on the Empowering Girls 
Together Program in Grand Rapids, Michigan. The 
program's goal is to address yOlmg girls' self-esteem and 
leadership skills. She inte%viewed 13 girls to assess the 
program's impact on them and discovered that most went 

from doubting themselves to becoming competent leaders. 
Newell did her SIP on sustainable ganlening practices 

right from her own home. She started a compost pile, 
weanedherparentsoffdisposablepaperprodUC1s,andbegan 
growing some ofher own fiuits and vegetables, "I stayed in 
my house and gardened and cooked, but that doesn't mean 
that what I did wasn't legitimate or important," she said 

In fuct, Newell found that her SIP did more than 
just increase her confidence in preparing food It was an 
opportunity for her to change and to learn independently. It 
taught her that she cannot expect anyone to give her what 
she wants and that she must work hard for it 

RosaLeigh Vedolich examined the Mexican migrant 
population in her hometown of Imlay City, Michigan. 
She inte%viewed the mayor, nwnerous city officials and 
workers, and Mexican restaurnnt and business owners to 
tty and wxIerstand the daily lives of migrant workers and 
what drew and kept them there. 

Aaron Coleman wrote a collection of poetry based 
on his study abroad experience in SouthAfiica and finding 

root in his Afiican Diasporic identity. He said, "Wolking 
and writing with South Afiican students and coordinators, 
I began to realize that the empowering process of 
expressing yOW'5e1f through poetry was the same among 
diverse peoples." His most important goal was to build 
bridges among diverse peoples, and if he achieved these 
connections, that was the most important accomplishment 

Coco Corbett memorized and perfonned the play, 
''Stabat Mater Furiosa" by Jean-Pierre Simeon, for her 
Senior Individualized Project The idea carne after she 
participated in theatre during study abroad in France. The 
play is a protest of war and draws on images of war and 
destruction with life, love, and vitality. ''Language is my 
passion and I just love learning languages. Both theatre 
and language are a way to connect; they're a way to get an 
emotion across," she said 

Elana Townquist evaluated the special challenges 
fiIcing the minority Hispanic community in Kalamazoo, 
particularly in relation to the public school system. In 
the end, Townquist's SIP compiled 26 charts studying 
the socioeconomic and cultural influences on students' 
perfonnance in school. The SIP only seemed to raise more 
questions about the relationships between these fuctors, 
but this jowney was really just the beginning of something 
much larger for her. 

Nathania Dallas designed an after-school progrnm 
called the Gub Grub for a local elementary school. Ten third 
graders participated, and they were taught the importance of 
buying fresh, local food and engaging in the cornmtmity. 

Many of the senior.; chosen to present their SIPs at 
this Jama felt uncertain that their SIP had really "changed 
the world" In fuct, many of them felt that they were more 
transformed by their SIPs than anyone else. But as Nathania 
Dallas put it, "The SIP is not about being perfect, it's not 
about being the next Gandhi or Martin Luther King, Jr. It's 
about you. 

SSDP Sponsors Debate on Marijuana 
Continued .from page 1 
marijuana next to the celery and 
tomatoes." A primary argwnent was 
that "balf the adults in the United 
States have smoked marijuana .. 
Any system that makes crirninals 
of half the citizens in the COW1tty is 
unsustainable." 

Sabet responded that "90-95% 
of arrests resulted in a parking ticket 
or a traffic violation. .. 85% of people 
stopped after using it once or twice, 
or stopped in the hey days of the 60's 
and 70's." 

Krane explained "marijuana 
is currently a schedule 1 drug." A 
schedule 1 drug has no medical 

benefits and has high potential for 
abuse. Krane cited a DEA judge who 
was assigned to deem whether or not 
marijuana had any medical value, 
who stated, ''Marijuana is the safest 
therapeutically active drug known to 
man." 

The debate developed into a 
discussion of the effect of the U.S.'s 
drug policy on Mexico and drug 
cartels trafficking drugs into the 
U.S. Sabet made a strong argument 
by explaining that the markets, 
industries, and criminal elements 
associated with these cartels will not 
disappear with "a stroke of a pen." 
While he acknowledged that Mexico 

has extensive problems, he argued 
that many of these could be tied back 
to infrastructure problems. 

''70010 of the Mexican cartels' 
money comes from marijuana," 
Krane retorted. The best way to get 
ride of these cartels is "by bringing 
marijuana into the regulated system 
in the same way that we ended .. 
the violence associated with alcohol 
smuggling." 

Both had many areas of 
agreement including the disparity 
for punishments between crack and 
cocaine. While there was no clear 
winner, viewers left with greater 
knowledge of the issues presented. 
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Senior Celebrates Wednesday Index Staff Charged With Making It All Up 
By OTIS JACK 
StaffWrits:r 

On May 20"', several seniors 
living both on campus and off 
woke up around noon and looked 
at the charging cell phones resting 
on their bed stands to see what they 
had been nearly certain of the night 
before: yes, it was Wednesday. 

Some of these seniors put 
on yesterday's jeans, slipped on 
sandals, and lazily walked to their 
1 : 15 class, while others did the 
same, but awkwardly jogged with 
their half-full backpacks to their 
11 :50 class. One of these seniors 
was Mike Seaver. 

Seaver had been out late the 
night before, sharing in evening 
senior festivities, which have been 
scheduled for the last thirty days of 
spring quarter. Running late to his 
11 :50, he was positive his professor 
was going to deride him. 

"All I know is that he's 
probably going to be pissed," said 
an out of breath Seaver, hustling to 
class, "I used up my three allowed 
absences by week three and I've 
missed like twice since crossing 
that line." 

However, Seaver was shocked 

Kanye Lands in the fl!!:ad 

to find an empty classroom. As 
he quizzically looked around for 
answers and some sign of life, 
a nebbish nearby sophomore 
declared, "What are you doing 
here? It's Day of Gracious 
Living." 

. Seaver's response contained a 
nonchalance that only an apathetic 
senior could provide: "Looks 
like I'm headed to Munchie Mart 
early to buy some cold milk for 
tonight" 

By MARYB. CORCORAN 
lJs Blood Sister 

The College's Panel for 
Illtegrity and Truth released a 32-
page report Monday detailing the 
depth of corruption that has plagued 
the student-run newspaper formerly 
known as the Index . 

According to the lead 
investig(ltor· .a former student who 
for several weeks during Wmter 
Quarterposedasanadvisor~ries 

were not only forged, but staffers 
were bribed into creating news on 
which the paper could write stories 
and thus generate readership. 

Day of Gracious Living, 
or "DOGL" as it is annoyingly 
known, is a yearly K College 
event. Student Commission 
president selects a day, usually 
during eighth week of spring 
quarter, and cancels all classes and 
gives students the day off, urging 
them to take the opportunity to live 
graciously. lli-defined and usually 
involving scheduled trips to the 
beach, it's a cause for celebration in 
many underclassmen, but for most 
seniors, it's more popularly known 
as 'just another Wednesday." 

"Student newspapers have 
historically struggled to earn the 
support of their peers. It's easier 
to point out the flaws, chuckle at 
misspellings, and generally critique 
brainpower;' said a psychotherapist 
on the panel. "And let's be honest 
here, there's a lot to make fun of. 
r m not too surprised that the staff 
had to dip into the reaJm of the 

Executive Editors Hide Their Faces from Paparazzi 

unreal for a hand up." 

by two lazy and maniacal editors 
seeking to build their own resumes 
by showcasing groundbreaking 
stories and ou\-{)f-this world quotes. 

on the quad, preferably inflicting 
significant pain on a "particularly 
kind individual, one with whom 
readers will be more likely to 
sympathize." 

Charlie Conway exemplified 
the typically underwhelmed senior. 

Continued on page 7 

That's right, what for over 
a century was an mnocent and 
reputable paper seeking to provide 
K College news, has been mutated 

Section 3, paragraph 7 of the 
report includes the transcript of 
a conversation between seniors 
editors. It was obtained via wiretap 
and details a plan to attack streakers 

And the damage didn't stop 
there. 

No, no, the findings also allege 

Continued on page 6 

Music Perfonnance Club Brings Kanye West to K 
By JOSEPH SCHAFER 
Metal Maniac 

In a stunning show of fundraising 
wizardry, the Music Perfonnance Club 
has announced that next year they will 
be bringing controversial rap superstar 
and Auto-Tune addict Kanye West to 
play Kalamazoo College. The concert 
has already been celebrated thoroughly 
in the less-than-24 hours since its 
announcement- almost every class was 
completely absent yesterday, with the 
exception of one history class for some 

arbitrary reason. Hipsters are already 
sacrificing a squirrel a day until he arrives 
as tribute. 

Ladies and gentlemen, shouldn't 
we think twice about this? Sure, the 
administration is pleased because the 
number of applications for admissions 
next year is through the roof for 
superficial and not educational reasons, 
but I'm not. What does it say about us 
that we'd make a social event for the 
student body based around a man whose 
debut album was called The College 
Dropout? Grammy nominations and 

critical praise aside, of course. I mean, his 
mascot is called "Dropout the Bear" for 
crying out loud! That can 't be good. He 
was an English major, and we can't let 
them have too much hope for success-the 
econOmy is bad enough already! 

Kanye was recently skewered on 
Comedy Central 's South Park TV show. 
Other celebrities and political leaders 
(Kanye's a political leader right? He says 
he's in history books already.) who have 
been roasted on this cartoon include Torn 

Continued on page 6 
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President Wilson-Oyelaran, Tear Down This Wall! 
By JORDAN RICKARD • 
Radical Writer 

The DMZ (de-marred zone) 
stretches out between the looming 
fences. You can see where efforts 
were made at rebuilding following 
the attempted cease-fire. The worn 
paths made by fleeing refugees 
have started to be reclaimed by the 
surrounding wilderness. It's hard 
to believe that this was an area 
where children ran and played only 
weeks ago. What events led to this 
devastation? 

for graduation that turmoil arose. 
While this right of return was not 
initiaUy protested, it all changed once 
peacekeeping forces were sent in. 

A team of experts at facilitating 
maintainable peace (FacMan for 
short) was sent in. After the b1Jstle 
of trade, farming, and frisbees died 
down, FacMan peacekeepers moved 
in. Seemingly overnight, the DMZ 
had been established. Long stretches 
of wood and cement divided the 
grass. Families, fiiends, and study 
partners were separated. 

here. They can complain. 
but it's our holey land" 

With two different 
groups claiming rights to the 
holey land, the DMZ stiU 
stands as a stark reminder 
of the holTOrs of war. 
However, some seniors are 
working towards building 
peace in the area 

Sarah "Porsche" 
Boxter,asenior, when asked 
why she wants the DMZ to 
be removed, responded, 
"Our people have a long 
histol)' here. We don't 
remember this land being 
perfect We lived here. We 
loved here. We played disc" 
golf some as well. We want The Infamous Wall of Oppression 

It started with a simple quarrel 
over territoI)'. Attempts by freshmen, 
sophomores, and even juniors had 
migrated to the area following the 
cruel winter. It was not until the 
seniors cited agreements made with 
the governing powers pmmising 
them a right to return to the quad 

John "Grnnd" Marquis, a native 
sophomore, was asked why he 
thought the partition was built: "It's a 
violation of our rights. They claimed 
that our mere presence bere was 
tarnishing the land They pointed out 
holes in the grass. We live here. A 
few holes may be the cost of us living 

the freshmen, juniors, and maybe much as we did. You can't do that 
even the sophomores to enjoy it as when you're not even allowed to 

walk on the grass. President WtIson
Oyelaran, tear down this wa1\!" 

Index Staff Wreaks of Journalistic Corruption 
Continued from page 5 

that the popular column, "When Walls Have 
Ears," is comprised not of overheard snippets 
of conversation, but rather, of utterances 
made by its vel)' own author: conveniently, 
the editor. (A footnote reveals most students 
actuaUy do /lot appreciate the droll feature 
halfas much as they are hyped to.) 

But aU four loyal Index readers are 
currently in the process of attempting to clear 
the newspaper.).bad name. 

Anita Thanoose K'II said, "What [ look 
for in a paper is a variety of perspectives, 
humor, and interesting content If making 
aU of these componenlli available to readers 
requires a dash of imagination or unabashed 
stol)'teUing, so be it" 

The Chair of the English Department
who wished to remain nameless-<Xluldn't 
agree more. 

"I just wish the Index's fearless leaders 
bad taken my .creative writing class! They 
could have taught their peers ... and me, come 
to think of it. .. a thing or two about believing 
in their fiction, making it rea1, buying in," she 
said "If one thing's clear, it's that these kids 
have bright futures ahead ofthern." 

Report investigators have been waiting 
to pull the plug for months now, but were 
waiting to let the staff dig their own graves, so 
to speak. 

And it all came crashing down shortly 
after they grew too greedy, too absurdist. .. 
too unbelievable. When the Index broke news 
of the first $1 million donation, the campus 
community cheered, celebrated, and popped 
open their orange juice bottles to throw one 
back in the name of charity. 

But then, weeks later, when the Index 
repotted a second $1 million check had arrived 
fiorn yet another anonymous source, the 
sensationalism had simply gone too far. 

K's Director of Dinero, Bling, and 
other Finances said in a statement released 
Wednesday, ''We are glad to see these morally 
deficient delinquents brought to justice. We 
just hope we can hold onto their checks." 

The local Fifth Third Half Bank has traced 
the checks to a lowly copy editor who appears 
to have been funneling money into offshore 
bank accounts used to buy sources and fund 
breaking news stories such as the first and 
second donation pieces. 

"I was told they would protect me. They 
promised immunity if this thing ever got too 

big," the copy editor said "Now I'm not 
even going to get the Editor-in-Chief position 
for next year-I had so many good stol)' 
ideas, too ... " 

Although both editors have pleaded 
guilty to the charges filed against them, the 
future does not appear too grim. Senior and 
junior editor have accepted a joint book 
deal. The book, rumored to be caUed "How 
We Became Our Best Story," is planned to 
be released on the same day as their release 
fiom prison. 

As for right now, an outside committee is 
currently monitoring the staff and is working 
to dispel the untruths published during the 
last two quarters. 

Thus far, investigators have found 
that in fact Hicks is not LEED certified, 
the very concept of Traylessness was 
Index's brainbaby, letters to the editor were 
completely contrived (in order to provide an 
air of legitimacy, that is), and the quarterly 
Wmdex magazines were in fact the most 
truthfuJ editions to come out during the 2009-
2010 school year. 

"It was for the love of the game," one 
editor wrote on her blog. ''Writing about 
squirrels and recycling ottly goes so far ... " 

Kanye West 
Continued from page 5 

Cruise, Saddam Hussein, and ex-President 
George Bush. Do we want someone with 
those names attached on campus with a 
microphone? I don't think so. 

Kanye has a bad habit of blowing 
off shows, mouthing off at shows, and 
undercutting his set-list. At last year's 
Bonnaroo, he played hours late for half 
his allotted time because he would not 
play while the reunited Grateful Dead 
were Jamming on another stage. What 
if he were to not play until evel)' iPod 
on campus is turned of!'? Imagine the 
mayhem of all those students left waiting 
at an alcohol free event. The entire quad 
would need to be re-grassed, meaning 
even more fences and tuition raises. 

Besides, how excitmg can one guy 
with no band and a bunch of glowsticks 
be? I, for one, am boycotting this show 
unless Kanye brings Lupe Fiasco or Daft 
Punk (with OJ Pyramid) oOtitage with 
him and leaves the Auto-Tune machine 
with T-Pain in a dumpster behind the 
prison T.l.s staymg in. That is, unless he 
plays the "Gay6sh" song. That would be 
funny. 
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Seniors on Campus & Off Bask in Mid-Week Glory 
Continucd ftom page 5 

"I checked my email on Tuesday 
and saw the Day of Gracious Living 
announcement email. [ thought to 
myself,' 'Coo~ I was going to skip 
class anyway. '" 

One group of junior girls, who 
were some of the first students to arrive 
at South Haven beach, were surprised 
to see multiple seniors barbequing 
and throwing a fiisbee around on the 
beach. Upon spotting the seniors and 
greeting them with shouts of"DOGL, 
Whoo-hoo!" and ''Day of Gracious 
Sun-tanning!," they questioned what 
the seniors were doing on the beach 
already. 

Senior Bill Botts replied for the 
group and explained, "We all decided 
to blow otfWednesday, skip class and 
come to the beach." After learning it 

was Day of Gracious Living, Botts 
responded, "Well, at least I'm not 
getting an absence in yoga." 

[t seems that Day of Gracious 
Living or ''Wednesday,'' just isn't a 
special event for most seniors. Josh 
Bumbalm, an especially apathetic 
senior, summarized the phenomenon: 
"Listen, [ skipped class on Monday, 
don't have any Tuesday/Thursday 
classes, and went out both nights. I 
was already planning on skipping 
class and playing Xbox today, so I 
guess you could call me especially 
gracious." 

Unfortunately, DOGL does 
create some confusion for the soon, 
to-be-graduated seniors. "Wait, does 
that mean the LAC for tonight is 
cancelled, because I need the credit," 
asked Bumbalm. 

Quarterly Drunkapult Show Scores Rave Reviews 
By COLIN KING 
... Finally Wrote an Article 

Two Fridays ago, the quarterly 
Drunkapult show took place. For those 
that don't attend these ceremonies, they 
are events that the friends and family 
of the Monkapult cast attend. in order 
to watch the comedy-inebriated troupe 
perfornl sketches under the influence of 
fun. Since the audience IS wasted and are 

mocking maws for the pleasure of the 
dehghted delegation of drooling drunkards. 
It's really a great time. 

Irs really fun when those on stage 
request verbal help from the primordial 
swamp of an audience. Usually the 
performers will ask for a word upon which 
to justify their humiliation of one another. 
They will ask for a noun and the ones that 
are yelled the loudest get picked. "Dildo!" 

the ground motionless while the sketch 
carries on around her. Is she conscious? 
Probably not! That's hilarious! 

Really the only problem With these 
shows is getting your milk or juice boxes 
mto the theater. Backpacks are a little 
sketch, so a good thick jacket is pretty key. 
Sit in the middle of a bunch of people to 
maximize anonymity. If you're in Balch 
or Dalton though this kind of exposure 

trying to smuggle their beverages into 
the theater, they are likely to laugh at 
ju~t about anything before they get 
kicked out, even at things like half 
alligators or Grace McGookey. 

The littler team members are just 

as funny though; they are usually 

poses less of a problem. 
Anyway, now that you 

have your bottle of laughing jUice, 
you're ready to enjoy the show, 
unfortunately these final weeks 
don't provide an opportunity to 
exercise the above advice as the 

forced to impersonate animals and 

babies and the like." 

But in all fairness, as long as 
you BYOF (Bring Your Own Fun) 
the show will be legitimately funny, 
especially the performance by the 
really tall, gangly Drunkapult members, 
they just gesticulate so comically with 
therr freakishly disproportionate limbs. 

only remaining Monkahohc show 
is not unti I next week and in 

The littler team members are just 
as funny though; they are usually forced 
to impersonate animals and babies and 
the like, while the older, more dominant 
members dehumanize them further, 
fleckmg them with spittle from their 

and "Dentaldam!" are conlmon favorites 
of the more intellectual In the crowd, but 
sadly these gems generally go unnoticed, 
even 'when they are offered for the verb and 
adjective categories as well. 

Even better IS when they have an 
audience member get involved, the 
epitome of comic theater for a Monka
drunk attendee is watching a girl lay on 

Trowbridge. I assume it's being held there 
to allow more people to drink up the fun 
privately and then attend the show, seeing 
as it will last for 24 hours! So if you have 
any interest in seeing a performance 
of a less funny version of Leaving Las 
Vegas then visit the Trow lounge next 
Wednesday, and don't forget the sauce! 
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Students 
Crave Gossip 
ByOTIS]ACK 
Staff Writer 

With all the recent talk of gossip 
culture ofK, it may be surprising to learn 
that some students fall under the rumor 
radar. This is the unfortunate struggle 
of many, including freshman Brandi 
Svenning. 

"With Facebook photo tagging and 
Kzoo Confessional anonymous posting, 
you would think gossip about you would 
easily spread, but no matter what I 
say to all the wrong people, no matter 
how many boys or girls I kiss on the 
weekends or all the drunk text messages 
I send, I can't get anyone to talk about 
me," explained Svenning with biting 

distain. 
''What's a girl got to do to have her 

reputation blown out of proportion and 
her behaviors ridiculously exaggerated?" 
she added. 

Svenning is one of several Kstudents 
whom despite the effort, can't seem to 
generate any gossip about themselves. 

"It's hard for guys too," explained 
Daniel Larusso K'IO, "I'm constantly 
writing my own name on Kzoo 
Confessional threads hoping to hear 
about how cute I am, or all the girls 
I've supposedly hooked up with, but no 
luck." 

It seems even staple gossip-grabbing 
actions, such being extremely disruptive 
and rude at social gatherings, or going 
home with gossip-popular seniors fail to 
work for these sad souls. 

For some, this creates self-esteem 
issues. "No matter how many pictures I 
take with cleavage and pouted lips, I can't 
seem to generate any sort of response," 
said Kimberly Ann Hart, who validated 
her scandalous way of dress as a way to 
get her peers to talk behind her back. 

For others, they just feel left out of 
K's community. "Sometimes I feel that 
everyone gets talked about except me," 
said a sullen Adam Banks. He added, 
"Maybe when I disappear and go abroad 
I'll come back to K and really surprise 
my classmates with how bad I can treat 
women and my abrasive personality." 
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Munch This: A Sober Look at K's Favorite Convenience Store 
Continued .from page J 

which homeless people to avoid (the answer 
is all of them), and remembering which light 
means walk," says Colin King K' II. 

"Drunk people are very focused on their 
tobacco," he goes on. In the three minutes 
Colin, and most other Munchie patrons spend 
in the store, the mission is easily fulfilled. 
"You know what you're going to get when 
you finally get there," he says. 

But door opened and door closed, that's 
just one side of Munchie Mart. 

Stepping behind the shop's tall, forest 
green counters, Paul, 23, and Will, 26, are 
vested with the authority and responsibility 
to dispense two of America 's few legal drugs: 
cigarettes and alcohol. Both men work two 
jobs and attend Western Michigan University 
full time; they're busy, and on Friday night, 
five hours into their spfts, they're peppy. 

Sounds from the east side of the state, 
more specifically Comerica Park, spill 
through the store's cobwebbed overhead 
speakers, and though loud, perbaps 
unnecessarily so, patrons are rung up and 
shuffled in and out with great efficiency and 
order. 

Once through Munchie's Plexiglas door, 
the one donned in stickers reminding patrons 
of the legal age and proudly announcing that 
the store accepts food stamps, a whole new 
world of sugary sweets, beer, beer, beer, and 
I iquor appears. 

Ask any of the many men and women 
who walk out with a thirty pack of chilled 
PBR, Red Dog, or Keystone, Munchie's 
piece de resistance is its walk-in fridge. 

With its 

speakers and those with blurred vision are 
not discriminated against, or worse, trapped. 

"It's called the Beer Cave," Paul scoffs, 
offering an insider's perspective. "Miller 
Lite needs to get it righL" 

Whether a fridge, a closet, a tank, or a 
cave, its door, like those on the ice cooler, is 
often left open by distracted patrons rushing 
back to their porch, living room, or dorm. 

When two unnaturally orange, spandex
clad women in their early twenties, stumbling 
and giggly, approach Munchie's register, 
they ask for a fifth of bottom shelf booze. 
Generic College Girl A hands over a shiny 
plastic ID, and trying to trip her up, Will asks 
what her zip code is. "49003"-she's a local 
and she knows the answer. 

Will laughs. "And what state do you' 
live in?" he asks, but before she can answer, 
his counterpart, Paul, chimes in, "Insanity! I 
live in a state of insanity!" 

And he's right, but it's working for 
them. 

Shortly thereafter, just around 10:30, 
there's a rush at Munchie Mart. It's raining 
outside, and many patrons arrive soaked, 
but like Colin, they're on a high-stakes 
expedition and feeling no pain. 

A middle-aged man with intensely 
unfocused pupils teeters in, leaning forward, 
his body at a seventy-degree angle with the 
tiled floor. He's dressed in a cut-off sleeve 
tee shirt, wearing a brown vest, and looking 
utterly removed from reality. Gazing toward 
a rainbow of beer bottles, he misses the 
green rugs rolled out for the weather, and he 
trips, rolls the rug up, and continues on. If 

he so much 
"The homemade IDs then make low ceiling and 

crowded shelves, 
its heavily their way into Munchie's box of 

as noticed 
the misstep, 
he shows no 
sign of it
would you? 
He buys his 
booze and 
leaves. 

postered walls 
and windows, shame, but often not without tears 
stepping inside 
the fridge is an and protest from former owners. " 
experience. It's 
getting out, according to Paul and Will, that Another pair of college women arrive 
proves a challenge for many of Munchie's and purchase their 6-pack of Coors, but not 
already-inebriated customers. without Paul first asking if they're driving; 

For help out of the fridge, officially he's concerned, and with good reason. 
dubbed the "Beer Tank" by a Miller Lite The store's motto, "BIG enough to serve 
banner, the room's single door sports a user- you, SMALL enough to care," hangs in the 
friendly, eye-level sticker reading: "PUSH." background, appearing on indistinct poster 
As if not conspicuous enough, the message board and looking to be the product of an 
is hammered home by a white handprint unmotivated elementary school child Still, 
beneath it, ensuring that non-English its message rings true. 

HWe're 
not driving, but 
we are dnmkt " 

replies the more 
rambunctious 
of the two. 
With brown 
paper bag in 
hand, they give 
a little cheer 
on the way out 
the door: "Beer 
pong here we 
come!" 

But 
keeping the 
shelves stocked 
and ringing up 

purchases are Fish-Eyed View ofMunchie's Insides 
only part of the 

Phototr] Kosinski 

job. After eneountering enough drunken 
patrons who drive to Munchie only to try 
to buy more alcohol, Paul and Will see their 
responsibility to look out for the customer as 
a liig part of the job too. 

Around II, a scraggly-haired twenty
two year old, a regular, swings opeo the door 
and beelines toward the forties. 

''This guy buys for minors," Paul 
declares shamelessly. The kid laughs 
nervously, shakes his head, and continues 
on his way. "And he knows every time he 
comes him here I'm going to try to get him 
to admit it," Paul goes on. 

With no serious response from the 
accused, Will takes a turn; "He buys about 
ten forties, and he drops bottles," he says. 

With faux indignation. he kid denies 
the accusations and approaches the register 
braced with a single 22-ounce Miller Lite--
innocent at least for tonight. 

Munchie Mart owner, Tom Berry, has 
taken an active stance against underage 
drinking by rewarding his employees 
with $10 for every fake ID confiscated. 
The homemade IDs then make their way 
into Munchie's box of shame, but often 
not without tears and protest from former 
owners. 

Just before midnight, an older man 
comes in, walks to the counter with two 
forties, and slurs something about a deal 
he heard on the radio. "You heard it, dido't 
ya?," he asks. But Paul's heard it all before. 
No one, especially not this guy, is going 
to pull the wool over his eyes. The man 

laughs-he's been caught. He pays for his 
malt liquor, and he leaves. 

Paul and Will know some of the regulars 
by name, but Paul says he remembers faces 
better. Handing over a fifth ofSmirnoff, Will 
warns its new owner to "drink slowly." He's 
seen her at her worst. 

If the guys had alter egos, they say they 
might be Rocky and Bullwinkle (Will's got 
dibs on the former), Simon and Garfunkel, or 
Adolf and Mussolini. Though they do strive 
to keep the customer satisfied, ruling with an 
iron fist takes top priority. 

Rumor has it there's a baseball bat 
behind the counter, but rumor has it wrong. 
There used to be, according to Will, but 
"we'd want to use it too much," he says with 
a laugh. 

With closing time growing nearer, Paul 
and Will throw on the heavy metal music. 
Loud. The genre has been statistically 
proven to get customers out of the store 
quicker. Sure, every once in a while the plan 
backfires, but largely, it's successful. 

In between the monotony of fulfilling 
work responsibilities, the guys like to laugh, 
coJ1trol the radio (CCR and The Flaming 
Lips play second string to the metal), prank 
call the other Munchie, and to see the 
clock strike I :45am-the time they finally 
get to lock the door, cash out the registers, 
and ignore lingering sass from old drunks 
banging on the window and ill-coordinated 
college students looking for more, more. 

For Paul and Will, their Munchie Mart 
experience is more than three minutes. 
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The Clock Is Ticking on Seniors' LAC Requirem'ent 
By ELLEN JILEK 
Staff Writer 

It's crunch time for those 
seniors trying to get in their 
last few LACs before they 
graduate on June 14". 

are eight events left. seniors 
who need to attend these 

an LAC-approved video from 
the library and write a two-

credit are certainly not boring. 
According to Jeannie 

Al Gore's "An Inconvenient 
Truth" documentary; and "The 
Times of Harvey Milk," which 
won the 1985 Oscar for Best 
Documentary. 

However, technIcally 
students must complete their 
LAC requirement before this 
date; the 25 slips of paper 
or ID card swipes are due 
Friday of Week Nine, no later 
than 5 p.m. according to K's 
LAC website. This means that 
although as of May 19 there 

performances, discussions, 
or debates, will not possibly 
be able to go to them all. 
Additionally, the last two are 
after the cutoff date, and several 
occur at nearly the same time, 
negating attendance at both. 

• page summary on it, then turn 
it 10 to Heather Garcia at the 
eIP. Students receive one LAC 
credit for every paper turned in, 
according to Garcia. 

Sanders, who works with the 
library's media and helped 
choose the fil ms, they "all 
have a multicultural theme" to 
go along with this year's LAC 
theme of multi-dimensional 
understanding. Among other 
films, seniors can choose 
to watch "Persepolis." an 
animated film that won the Jury 
Prize at the 2007 Cannes and 
was nominated for an Oscar; 

These films, along with 
others of similar class, make 
for a not-so-ternble alternative 
to attending LACs-at least 
for seniors .in dire straits. So. 
seniors - the LAC clock's a 
ticking: sit down, buckle up. 
and get ready for some quality 
films. 

This begs the question, 
what do seniors who don't get 
all their credits do 10 order 
to graduate? The answer is 
relatively simple: check out 

Although writing two pages 
of Times New Roman, double
spaced, 12-point font summary 
seems like quite the chore (and 
probably is for those who need 
more than a few LACs), the 
videos that one can watch for 

The Realities of Healthy Eating A Student's Cafeteria Experience 
Continued from page 1 

Does Sodexho have a responsibility 
to provide healthy optinns for students? It 
might be commercially beneficial to cater to 
a populatinn of consumers who prefer to eat 
healthfully, but if it weren't commercially 
advantageous, would Sodexho still have that 
responsibility to students? 

Mark Wllson,genera1 manageratSodexho, 
emphasizes student choice in determining 
whether a student eats healthfully in the 
cafeteria; fresh local food options, including 

thirds the recommended daily intake of fat 
for an average I 50-pound male, making the 
taco nption a rather poor choice, one cannot 
deny the availability of at least some healthy 
alternatives. 

Amanda Cockrell K'12 says that, since 
first-year students are required to have a meal 
plan and "don't have a choice not to eat in 
the caf ... [Sodexho 1 definitely needs to have 
some healthy options." She adds, however, 
that those options seem limited, since the 
nutritional value of what one often may think 

produce, milk, 
and bread are 
offered daily, 
hesays,making 
it possible to 
select and mix
and-match 
healthy food 
oprinns any day 
nfthe week. 

"Mark Wilson, general manager 

at Sodexho, emphasizes student 

of as a healthy 
food item changes 
dramatically with 
the addition of 
sauces and nils. 

choice in determining whether a 

student eats healthfully in the 

Concurrently, 
healthier foods can 
also tum out rather 
flavorless, such as 

cafeteria. " 
However, 

he recognizes that it's not easy for every 
student to find those healthy options; though a 
"healthy food" section addition to the cafeteria 
might be out of scope for Sodexho, marketing 
healthy options more intensely-and making 
informed choices easier to make-definitely 
is not, says Wllson. 

On any given day in the cafeteria you'll 
find a range of nutritional values. For instance, 
one taco, according to the listed nutrition filets, 
contains about 590 calnries, including 40 
grams of filt and 18 grams saturated fat; the 
dish right next to the taco bar is asparagus with 
virtually no calories at all. 

So although 40 grams nf fat is about two-

says Cockrell. 

the lone helping of 
steamed broccoli, 

Megan Gam K'12 says that, in addition 
to the ingredients used, the healthiness of a 
dish often reflects the way in which it was 
prepared; for instance, grilling rather than 
frying chicken would increase the nutritional 
value of the food, making it more likely that 
she would choose that option. 

To some students, though, the availability 
of nutritious food in the cafeteria, or lack 
thereot; seems nflittle concern. While eating a 
bowl of vanilla ice cream toprOO with sprinkles 
in the cat; Alex Molter K '12 expressed little 
interest in the issue, saying "it seems fine to 
me," and "['m not a health nut" 

By SARA WHALEN 
Layout Editor 

After eating in the cafeteria for two and 
a half years, I am elated to finally say I no 
longer have a meal plan. I am not saying this 
just as a complaint about the poor quality 
food or lack of options, but frnm a health and 
nutritinnal standpoint. 

Being a type I diabetic as well as lactnse 
intolerant, I know nnt many people have the 
diet restrictions that I have; however, there 
are many students who have restrictions. 
Whether they are health related like mine, or 
lifestyle choices like the many vegetarians 
and vegans that make up about a quarter of 
a college campus, we all deserve to have our 
needs met at the cafe :..- especially when we 
are forced to have a meal plan while living 
on campus. 

While having a meal plan and eating nn 
campus, my diabetes control was at its most 
sporadic and my electrolyte levels, general 
nutrition, and well-being began t6 fail. As 
part of my diet, I can only have small amounts 
of carbohydrates, whole grains are best, and 
natural sugars are preferable, I can't have any 
dairy product, and processed foods are more 
difficult for any body to break down. 

When I first addressed the. issue in the 
cafe my freshman year, I was told that many 
of the vegetarian optinns are made with 
whole grains. Then I realized that the main 
source nf protein for those dishes is cheese. 
My nptions at that point were to either stick to 
eating a bowl nf cereal and soymilk everyday 
or spending an extra twelve dollars a week on 

medicine to eat lactose products. 
Every time I travelled home, I went to 

a nutritionist to discuss what options would 
help my diabetes be better controlled, as 
insulin can only do so much, since it had 
started to affect my energy level and mood. 
My hair had started to fall out and my skin 
started getting really dry. My doctor ran 
several tests and concluded it was from 
lack nf nutritious food. 

This past winter break, my doctor 
had suggested that I petition to be let off 
the meal plan if [ was going to continue 
tn live on campus. The food selections, in 
combination with my limited diet, were 
taking a huge toll on my health. He offered 
to provide documentation that was might 
help, but urged me to take some sort nf 
action befnre it was able to have an affect 
on my long-term health. 

Since moving nff campus and being 
able to have more of a choice of what to 
eat, my diabetes levels have improved and, 
thankfully, my hair as stopped falling out I 
strongly feel this is an important issue that 
the school needs to address with Sodexho. 

The college shnuld serinusly discuss 
the quality and choices of food nffered on 
a daily basis for every meal and consider 
offering its on campus students the choice 
of other options, such as making their own 
food without a meal plan. 

When it cnmes to the health and 
lifestyles nf its students, no matter how 
drastic, an institution should be more 
willing to accommodate. 
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SIP Spotlight: The Need to Say It: Survival Through Storytelling ... 
By TONI SKALICAN 
Contributor 

Fifteen minutes before her English 
SIP reading, Katie Prout was removing 
saran wrap from homemade sweet 
potato pies and bowls of hamburger
sized "mystery cookies," complete with 
both white and milk chocolate chips. "I 
bake when I'm stressed out," she said. 

For Prout, a graduating English 
major, anthropology/sociology minor, 
nervousness came unexpected. Her 
personality is more along the lines of 
"goofy, soulful, fierce, and sprightly," 
according to her SIP advisor, Gail 
Griffin, who esteemed her 65-page 
collection of creative non-fiction and 
poetry worthy of Honors. Prout's 
SIP is titled, "The Need to Say It: 
Survival through Storytelling and 
the Art of Growing Up Woman." 

"[ chose a subject [ really cared 
about, and I wrote about it from a place 

of love," said Prout. Her SIP began with 
interviewing her grandfather about her 
great-grandmother, Edith, a woman who 
diedat290funknowncauses. Immediately 
following her mysterious death, Edith's 
birth and death certificate, as well as all 
of her belongings, were burned by Edith ~s 
husband, Prout's great-grandfather. 

"There were rumors-that she died 
of pnemonia; that her husband, who was 
an alcoholic, threw her down the stairs," 
said Prout. With almost no verifiable truth 
about Edith, Prout's goal, she said, was to 
" ... figure out what she stands for for me." 

Stories and poems in Prout's collection 
center on women's experiences, and 
characters include herself, female 
family members, and other women, 
both real and imagined, who she's 
encountered throughout her 21-year-life. 

Watching her audience congregate 
around the dessert table before shuffling 
over to Olmstead's comfortable chairs 

and couches, Prout said, "I know I talk 
all the time in class, but when it comes 
to this ... " Her voice drowned out, and 
she sighed with an anxious smile. 

Despite her apprehension, 
Prout's five selected pieces were 
heartfelt, strong, and read in a tone of 
remarkable patience and experience 
unusual in young college student. 

Prout's K College career is best
described not as a long list or resume, 
but a more vivid, intricately woven 
poem of unique K experiences. Her 
sophomore winter she interned at New 
York City'S 92nd Street Poetry Center 
through the New York Arts Program, 
where she promoted, assisted, and 
ushered for popular poets. In her junior 
fall, she traveled abroad to Calcutta, 
India, where she worked four hours per 
day, five days a week at the AI-Bengal 
Women's Union, caring for a portion the 
city's exploited and vicitimized women. 

She returned to K an avid service
learner, neighborhood organIZIng 
with Building Blocks, tutoring at 
Woodward, and helping facilitate 
after-school poetry workshops for high 
school students at Kalamazoo Central 
High School with Heartbeat She also 
served as a teaching assistant to Di 
Suess's fall creative writing, as well 
as Gail Griffin's winter Creative Non-
fiction. 

Prout's Interactions, relationships, 
and hustle across so many pursuits 
gave way to her distinct, narrative 
voice. "She can write like a 
freakin' maniac," said Griffin. 

After graduation, Prout hopes to 
pursue both service and writing, her 
two therapeutic, inter-connected 
passions. "I love what writing can do 
for other people," she said. "I know it's 
helped me find my voice, and [ want to 
use it to help other people find theirs." 

Students Offered Incentives to Turn Off the Light, Unplug 
Contimud from page 1 

25% off of any drink. 
"I'm trying to build up the 

incentives for each event and activity 
to further leverage the benefits of 
not being in the hall.," said Marquel 
Pickett, sustainability intern. 

"Here [at Biggby's ) there's 
a financial incentive, as well as 
gaining points for your hall, and not 
being in the hall to reduce energy 
conswnptiOll," he continued. "The 
concerts already have LAC status. 
so you can get LAC credit" 

There will also be week-long 
activities that will allow students 
to gain more stingers. For these 
activities, students who live on 
campus need to have faculty, staff 
or students who live off campus to 
fill out the 2008-2009 Commuter 
Survey in support of a certain 
hall. Or, on campus. students can 
ask fuculty and staff to fill out the 
BikeIWalk/Carpool pledge that is 

available of the sustainability Web 
site. 

''That's hopefully way to involve 
the rest of the campus like the faculty 
and staff;" said Pickett 

The score for each donn will be 
calculated by looking at the energy 
consumption, which accounts for 90"10 
of the score, and from energy stingers, 
which are the other 10%. In order to 
know how much energy a dorm is 
saving. the digits are compared to an 
average of consumption for the past 
few weeks of this year, the past few 
weeks of last quarter and to the same 
week of last year. Pickett explained 
that this baseline comparison is 
important to know the habits of this 
year's class and to know what last 
year's class was using at this point m 
time. 

Pickett, who has been the 
initiator and creatorofthisyear's donn 
competition. waS inspired by the Eco 
Olympics at Oberlin College. 

"If we can something up together 
fairly quickly and see how it works 
we can add 'onto it for next year." 
said Pickett "I think that there are a 
lot of things that could be expanded, 
but I just wanted to see from a basic 
standpoint, what's wrong with the 
model this year and what went right," 
he continued. 

''That way, if someone wants to 
do it next year, they have something 
to base it on. Maybe it'll become an 
annual thing." Pickett hopes that in the 
future there will be online electricity! 
resource monitors to make it easier 
for students to see what is going on m 
their dorms. 

The residents of the winning 
dorm will receive a one time only 
25% discount off of imprinted 
material. Additionally. savings frum 
the competition will be put into a 
program biXlget that Reslife will use 
for an end of the year event for the 
winning hall. 

Wtctnesday 
8iggby@UlBetween8-1OP.M. 
Thursday 
Jazzman's CaM @ Hicks BatIwen 8-10 PM. 
Fridsy 
The inI PrArnil m 

n8-0PM. 
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Full Contact Combat Realized in K's New Dagorhir Club 
By KAITLYN WALTER 
Staff Writer 

There is a group on campus 
called DagOlhir. It is not a Live 
Action Role Playing (LARPing) 
game as many would be led to 
believe. It's a full contact combat 
simulation that evolved from the 
Dungeons and Dragons explosion 
during the 1970s. 

There was a split when some 
people just wanted to battle without 
putting up with the magic and back 
stories. They created what is now 
known as Dagorhir. 

aren't any magicians or elves, and no --'=" ..... ---~-~ ... --.. 
one has powers. There is also no back 
story or plot involved. Basically, there 
is one team against another team, and 
they battle each other to win. 

'This is great. I'mjustwatching, 
but it's the best thing I've seen all 
day" said a visiting student who 
joined in with the game soon after. 1"'_'-
He was just one of many passing by 
students who decided to join in the 
fun. 

When asked why people should 
participate in Dagorhir, Mike Boarch 
K' 12 responded, "the heck with 
inhibitions, and plus it's fun to hit 

At its core, Kalamazoo 
College's Dagorhir group allows 
students to play and release stress and 
the expectations that restrict behavior 
that may be deemed "childish." 
However, unlike the Childish Games 
Commission, Dagorhir is much more 
aggressive. 

peoP~~th Moreno K'IO, is the Members of Dagorhir engage in combat simulation and Dagorhir swords Photos courtesy ofKcich Moreno 

leaderofthe group and is very diligent incorrectly padded or breaks during skirmishes can be over in 10 seconds seconds before "<ioining the game. 
with the safety of the participants. play is banned. Two hits to an arm or or Iastsevera1 minutes depending on Atone meet there were only two 
Before the games commence he leg or one hit to the torso results in a the level of ski11s possessed by the female participants. Molly Waytes 
makes sure everyone knows the rules 'death.' combaters. K'12,oneofthefewregu1arwomen, 
and that all weapons are safe. There are many games that can Another game is the classic expressed a hope that more women 

The rules are basic to any be played in the guise of a battle. Capture the Flag. Everyone splits would join in the battles. 
Dagorhir requires the use of 

padded weapons such as swords, 
daggers, javelins, and shields. It's 
different from LARPing in that there 
is less role playing involved. There 

contact game. Only hits to the torso, One game, which is one on one, is into two teams and try to gain the These battle games take place 
arms, and legs are allowed. Any hit set up like a gladiatorial battle. As flag of the other team. Though, to on the Quad every Sunday for an 
to the head is offlimits and results in soon as one person 'dies' another make the game last longer there is hour starting at 4:00 P.M. for the 
restricted play. All weapons must be jumps in from the outside ring to often a regeneration point, usually a rest of the quarter. Moreno plans to 
tested before use. Any weapon that is fight the reigning champion. These tree, where the 'dead' can wait for 10 continue the group next year. 

"Return to the Forbidden Planet" Rocks Weekend Audiences 
By JOSEPH SCHAFER 
Entertainment Editor 

Before thIS season, Kalamazoo 
College's theatre department had a somewhat 
llTitating habit ofputtmg on plays heavy with 
a social, political, or philosophical headiness 
that failed to keep the audience entertained. 
After all, why engage people's imaginations 
whL'Tl you can preach? Well. consider that 
traditton a:holished as of May 15. "Return 
to the Forbidden Planet" was nothing of that 
sort. and stronger for it. 

Make no mistakes, "Retwn to the 
ForbIdden Planet" is not a sequel; rather. 
it is a musical re-imagining of Forbidden 
Planet, an excellent 1950's B movie that 
ba~ically amounts to William Shakespeare's 
The Tempest ... m space .. with an invisible 
monster. Return is based on both sources, 
liberally borrowmg Forbidden Planet's 
plot devices and Shakespeare's dialog (m 
ma~sive chunks. from many of hIS plays). 

... 

Frequently that apmg of Shakespeare's dialog 
i~ used to great comedic effect, e.pecially the 
line "Beware the ld's ihat march." 

This rendition made cheeky- {lIJd often 
quite funny -1'eferences to numerous other 
sci·fi institution." mcluding Star Trek, Star 
War.;, and Close EnCOWlters of the Third 
Kind (no Doctor Who, sadly 'You' d think 
Arid the robot could find an excuse to imitate 
a Dalek for a minute). Oh. also. the musical 
numbers are all 1950s jukebox claSSICS from 
artists like Roy Otblson and The ZombIes. 
and there's even a James Brown number 

Essennally. the play IS like a greatest hIts 
album: full of instantly recognizable moments 
of entertainment, but It C31mot surprise you. 
Every beat and plot twist was thoroughly 
telegraphed and alluded to from the get go. 
Essentially. the play is three COlU'SeS of empty 
calories. 

But oh, what tasty calones they were. The 
cast's acting was melodramatic and hammy, 

and exactly what the St:npt called for, even 
if some of the more emotive moments could 
have lL<;OO a bit more seriousness. MIchael 
Chodos' portrayal of mad scientist Prospero 
was partIcularly full of hombast, and made 
an excellent foil for Ben Harpe doing his best 
Captain Kirk impression as Captain Tempest 

Special praise should be extended to 
Tanav Popli's work a~ Cookie, perhaps the 
only emononally accessible part in the play. 
He may not have hit all the notes, but he 
exuded remarkable stage presence dunng his 
solo musical nwnbers, and twice during the 
show played shreddmg guitar solos on a Jet 
black Gibson SG. 

The mlL\lC, as performed by Tom Evans 
and the Red Dwam, was mostly vigorous, and 
true enough to the ongmal recording::; to not 
arouse anyone's ire. The vocal performances, 
however, were a bit spotty, but that's to be 
expected considering how difficult many 
of the songs on the soundtrack are to sing. 

The only real problem WIth the musical 
nwnbers was a distinct lack of choreography, 
mulUS some swaymg and do-woppmg from 
tile backup singers. A less than perfect 
vocal performance can easily be forgiven 
1I.1th some impressive or mterestmg 
dancing, but most of the performances 
WL'J'e stationary, leaving the audience's 
eyes (and focuses of attention) to wander. 
Thereal starwas the set design.md execution. 

K has always had an extraordinarily creative 
and talented stage design and tech crew, but 
they really outdid themselves on this one. 
Video clips of narrative and even concessions 
stand commercial and end credit~ were 
shown overhead on a massive video screen 
to .'1I'lulate a cinema gomg expenence. 

Overal~ "Retwn to the Forbidden 
Planet" was a refreshing chOIce from the 
K theatre departmcot, whose hortcomillgs 
were over.;hadoll.ed by amazmg production 
and an energetic cast. 
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THIS WEEK IN SPORTS 
Football Team Volunteers with Race for the Cure 
By JESSICA MAAS 
Sports Editor 

Runners who participated in 
Saturday's 2009 Susan G. Komen 
Southwest Michigan Race for the 
Cure in downtown Kalamazoo didn't 
begin their work until 9: 15 am., but 
for members of the K College football 
team, the day began at 5:30 a.m 

A to1lll of sixteen football players 
and Head Coach Jamie Zorbo K'OO 
divided themselves into three shifts to 
assist with this year's race, helping out 
with everything from set-up on Friday 
afternoon to take down on late Saturday 
morning. 

"[ think it's always good to help 
out community service when you can," 
said Brandon Luczak K'IO, "and [ 
thought it was a good cause." 

The race celebrated its 13" 
anniversary at the Arcadia Festival Site 
this year, and is one of over 121 events 
held throughout the country for Komen 
Race for the Cure. Its primary objective 
is to raise money to support medical 
research and local initiatives in bre<jSt 
health. 

This year, the event saw 
approximately 2,500 participants and 
raised over $250,000 dollars. The 2008 
race brought in over $230,000 dollars. 

Registration for the event began 
as early as 7:00 am., with opening 
ceremonies conducted at 8:40 a.m. 
and a start time of9: 15 a.m. for the 5K 
RunlWaik. The one mile family walk 
followed at 9:20 a.m. 

Head Athletic Trainer Scott 
Miche~ whose wife Heather Michel 
was this year's Operations. Director for 

the race, originally contacted K's 
athletic teams about helping out, 
and the footba1l team jmnped on the 
opportunity. 

"They were an absolute 
godsend," be said 'The race 
director called Heather and I later 
that day to thank us for all their help. 
That event used to take hours to set 
up and take down, and because of 
them we were out of there within an 
hour and a half." 

The football team helped out 
before, during, and after the event. 
Luczak worked the clean-up shift, 
which involved a lot ofloading and 
unloading of tents and fences, as 
well as picking up trash. 

"I'm glad we did it," he said 
"We definitely helped out. It felt 
good." 

Kalamazoo College 2009 Triathlon 
" , . . ' 

I .. .., 
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Staff Writer . 

The Day of Gracious Living 
began with an initilltive in the. 
early I 970s on The part of Robert 
Dewey, who served as Dean of the 
Chapel, Dean of Students, and a 
member ofthe Religion Faculty. A 
graduate of the C{)lIege and WWJI 
veteran, Dewey marched with 
Martin Luther King, Jr. in Shelma, 
Alabama and Washington D.C. 
He passed away last December. 

David Barclay of the 
History Department says D!\y of 
Gracious Living "actually was an 
administrative initiative; it didn't 
come from stud~nts. The general 
assumption was that, given all the 
pressures of the spring and the 
long winters, etc., there should be 
a day when students can just 'skip 
and go off. '" 

(Barclay adds it's only in 
the last couple years that people 
have been referring to "Day of 
Gracious Living" by its acronym 

and caUmg It "DooL.") 
Originally, says Barclay, 

everyone headed out to a local 
lake, not Lake Michigan. "A whole 
bunch of buses would line up and 
they would take all the students, as 
well as faculty and staff ... and they 
would have a day-long picnic and 
throw the president in the lake." 

Yes, that's correct- in the 
past on DooL students would have 
the treat of throwing the president 
of the College, as well as faculty 
and staff, into a local lake. Indeed, 
it may be tIme for student initiative 
to come into play in bringing back 
such spirited revelry. -

'"'The general principle was 
it's supposed to be the first nice day 
of eighth or ninth week of Spring 
Quarter," he adds. 

John Wickstrom, also of the 
History Department, adds that 
when Day of Gracious Living 
began, "everyone went out and 
drank beer," since the drinking age 

Continued on page 6 
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DOGL Daze: .~ 
A Student s Perspective 

By JORDAN RICKARD 
Staff Writer 

My suite went to sleep Tuesday night like it 
was Christmas. Even though we'd guessed the day 
almost a week before, the actual e-mail conlirmmg 
it had been a cause of some due celebration. While 
this was not my first oooL, it was going to be my 
first time to be allin/with one of the Great Lakes. 
After making final plans for the next day, we all 
agreed to be up at ten and out the door before 
eleven. 

We walked out the doors of Severn just 
before noon. Decked out in varying colors, 
stunner shades, flip flops, bandanas, and swim 
trunks popping out under cargo shorts we looked 

Continued on page 6 

Rethinking K's Budget in Times of Recession 
By ALLISON LAROSE 
News Editor 

Over the past six months, President 
Wilson-Oyelaran and her staff have held 
meetings open to students, faculty, and 
staff about the effect of the recession on 
Kalarnazoo and possible ways to ease the 
financial crunch. 

The ideas of students, fuculty, and 
staff were compiled into proposed budget 
reduction and contingency plans, which 
were approved by Kalamazoo College's 
Board of Trustees Finance Committee. 

This calls for the College's $40 million 
annual budget to be reduced by $3 million 
over the next three fiscal years beginning 
July 31 , 2009. 

The Finance Committee followed 
three guiding principles as they devised a 
budget reduction plan: ensuring academic 
excellence, maintaining the excellence of 
the study abroad program, and protecting 
access to financial aid for students. 

"It's really important to maintain 
institutional momentum, and any decisions 
we make focus on this goal," said Torn 
Ponto, the Vice President for Business and 

Finance. The budget reduction proposal 
was devised with long-term goals in mind, 
and it is hoped that the College will be 
financially stronger after the recession. 

The budget solution consists of 
four components: compensation freezes, 
budget support reductions, reduction for 
technology and facilities, and compensation 
savings. 

The compensation freezes apply to 
those holding the college's top leadership 
positions, including the President, Provost, 

Continued on page 4 

Another Look at LACs 
By KAITLYN WALTER 
StaffWriter 

Several weeks ago there was a survey sent out to 
students, faculty, and staff. [t posed three questions: 1) 
Without LACs, will students go to events? 2) Sbould we 
keep the LAC requirement? 3) What is its importance? 

From the survey the LAC committee found that 
both groups found strong support to keep the graduation 
requirement However, there were disagreements over the 
role of the LAC requirement 

"What I'm imaging is that [the LAC committee 1 will 
make a recommendation to the Provost to either keep it as 
it is or convene an ad hoc group to look at it," said Zaide 
Pixley, Dean of Students, on the role of the committee in 
response to the survey results. 

"[The smaller group 1 would be looking into what are 
the issues about LAC. There are two big issues. One is just a 
matter of logistics: Who's in charge of it? The second thing 
is: What do we, as a oommunity, believe the requirement 
means?" 

From the responses of the survey the school oomrnunity 
generally thinks there needs to be a better stated goal of 
purpose to the LAC credit 

Many students feel the LAC event is a good idea, but 
should be done differently. The fuculty and staff generally 
believe the requirement provides a sense of oomrnunity and 
is necessruy for a broader education. 

There was a meeting on Thursday, May 21 of the LAC 
oommittee in regards to the survey results. According to 
Lanny Potts, Associate Provost, there were no solid results 
from the meeting, but the general consensus that more 

Continued on page 5 
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~ Name: 
Matthew 

~: 
MaximlUk 

Hometo}\-'fI: 
~ Grand ., 

RBpids.Ml .... .... Year: 
Freshman ... 

~ Major. 

~~, 
History - Jfyouwere 

~ a croyon. what color would}'ou be? Red ...., 
=CC! 

Favorite Power RaJ/ge' Red 

Would you rather be a zombie or a vampire? r. Why? Vampire, I think that Edward Cullen 
has proven that chicks dig vampires. ., .... Favorite smr; 'The onc on my leg shaped 

~ 
like a Nike sign - Biggest foot in mouth moment: I tend to stick 
my foot in my mouth a lot, so I would just say 

~ that my need to shut my mouth sometimes is 

~ 
taken to its limit eVeI)'day. 

Dream theme party: Victorian Masquerade 
~ ...., 

Anime- best thing that ever happened to you? 

r'1 I would have to say it's probably one oftbe 
worst things to happen to me, since it makes 

~ 
up for a decent amoWlt of the time I spend not 
doing my school work But r still enjoy a good 
episode ofDragonBall Z now and then. 

at( Favorite website to waste time on: Wlkipedia 

r "\ Favoritejo/ce: My dog has no nose. 
'W Then how does he smell? 

Terrible . ...- #1 most played song on i7lmes: Don't Stop ...- Me Now 

at( To streok or not to streak? To streak 

Thing you can t go a day without: Seeing my 

~ mends at least once. 

- Colleen Lawrellce K'12 
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Letter to the Editors 
Dear Readers, 

As the leadership transItion 
occurs for next year's Index, we 
want to thank the K community for 
its continued support in readership 
of the paper throughout this year. 
We hope that the interest will 
continue into the 2009-10 school 
year and that the Index will remain 
a meaningful and relevant source 
of news for everyone on campus. 
It is our intention to advance the 

quality and content of the paper 
as we move into next year, and 
we trust that you as readers will 
be along for the ride. Once again, 
thank you for your readership, 
and we look forward to what lies 
ahead. 

Best, 

Sara Whalen, 
Jessica Maas 
Colleen Lawrence 

When Walls Have Ears 
And Who Is On The Thirty? 

Guy to Cashier: I only have a one or 
a thirty-dollar bill. Is that okay? 
Overheard by Goblin_Mullet at a 
party 

GiddeyUp! 

Girl A: What's the website? 
Boy A: Gallup.com ... but with a 
"U." I spelled it wrong the first time 
and went to some cowboy website. 
Overheard by Perch_Belly in the 
library 

I Second That 

Librarian to student: Relax and 
remove your sniveling face from my 
counter. 
Overheard by Anonyroous in the 
library 

Is That So? 

Boy A: What are you doing back 
there? 
Boy B: Spacing out like a cadet. 
Overheard by POPPiNS on the quad 
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Criticizing the Caf: An Insider's Perspective 
By LISA PHILLIPS 
Staff Writer 

As a school, it's 
commonplace-- a rite of 
passage in a way--to gripe 
about the cafeteria at K. We 
lament about the lack of Lucky 
Charms or that the theme line 
has no options. There's only 
cheese pizza, the meat looks 
gross, the peanut butter's 
chunky not creamy. 

1 certainly have done my 
fair share of complaining about 
the Caf. But I've worked at 
Sodexho almost the entire time 
1've been at K, around 3 years, 
and it's began to make me look 
at the other perspective, the 
view from bebind tbe counter. 

Wbat my job has taught 
me is how much work it really 
takes to produce those cafeteria 
meals each day. Wben you 
walk into the cafeteria, you 
don't automatically realize 
the sprawling kitchen that lies 
behind. The seven cbefs who 
labor to put out those theme 
line items. The dishwashers. 
The stockers. The managers. 

It's a large-scale operation 
to produce that much food. 

And these men and women 

"When you walk into the cafeteria, you don't automatically realize 

the sprawling kitchen that lies behind. The seven chefs who labor to 
are given quite the daunting 
mISSIOn. Providing tasty, put out those theme line items. The dishwashers. The stockers. The 
interesting food to around 
1500 people a day? Certainly managers. It's a large-scale operation to produce that much food. " 
not a task I'd want in my 
lifetime. 

ThlOk about how much work 
goes into producing the options 
that we see in front of us. Those 
vegetables don't come all cut 
up, they're chopped tbat way. 
All of those dessert cups are 
individually made. The cereal is 
stocked, the dishes are stacked, 
and that endless pop supply 
doesn't refill itself. 

And these people are 
really making the most of what 
they've got. rfit's one thing I've 
encountered consistently at my 
job, it's that these people really 
do try! They're gIven bulk food 
to work with, but they care about 
offering variety, about fulfilling 
student needs. They want to 
provide healthy options for those 
who want them, fried options 
for those who don't, vegetarian 

options. dessert options, etc. 
r think we tend to objectify 

the cafeteria when we criticize, 
to dehumanIze it. We forget that 
we are in tum criticizing real 
people who are trying their best 
to bring us good food every day. 
I'm certainly guilty of it. 

I guess what I'm arguing is, 
give the cafeteria a break. It's 
understandable if there's not 
always a crazy variety of options. 
Satisfying the taste buds of so 
many college students every 
day is impossible; people want 
different things. Yes, we pay 
a lot of money for this school, 
but we can also be human, to 
appreciate how much labor goes 
IOtO the food we see. 

And it's worthwhile to 
realize how good we really bave 

it. As ajunior living off-campus, 
in my occasIOnal visits to the 
cafeteria I've suddenly begun 
to appreciate how luxurious it 
really is to just put your dirty 
dishes on the conveyor belt, 
to not have to wipe down your 
own table. To eat a good salad, 
I now have to buy, wash, cut, 
and assemble; while in the Caf, 
I waltz through a line of already
prepared vegetables for me. 

I'm not saying you shouldn't 
gripe about the cafeteria. Keep 
those comment cards flowing. An 
ongoIng dialogue is essential: it 
keeps Sodexho in-tune WIth what 
students want. And they will do 
their best to listen. Starting next 
year, a 'Health Foods' section 
will be available, in response to 
student comments. 

No, Sodexho food is not 
the same as your motber's. 
It won't always fit your 
tastes. There won't always 
be good options. But r think 
we sometimes get so caught 
up in criticizing the institution 
that we forget the humanity 
involved. People work hard 
to produce all of that food, 
and it wouldn't hurt us to be 
appreciative. 

Or maybe. when you 
really like something in tbe 
cafeteria, take a minute to 
comment on that also. Let 
them know that the effort is 
noticed and appreciated . In 
a world where consideration 
is all-too-qulckly forgotten. 
a kind and encouraging word 
can go a long way. 

Texting in Class: Disrespectful, Wasteful and Annoying 
By JESSICA MAAS 
Sports Editor 

On Tuesday nigbt I had 
dinner with one of the instructors 
from the Battle Creek Area 
Mathematics and Science Center 
that I attended in high school, 
and she happened to mention the 
increasing problems she's having 
with students using their cell 
phones during class. 

I responded sympathetically; 
it's one thing for students at any 
average high school to text during 
class (even if it 's forbidden, like 
it was at my school, it 's not 
surprising), but for students wbo 
are supposedly serious about 

"We should know where the line is, and when we're crossing it. " 

tbeir educations, it's blatantly 
disrespectful. 

And that got me thinking 
about K's campus. 

r could name multiple people 
in my women 's studies class tbis 
quarter who I've seen text during 
class, and it always annoys me, 
especially if the phones remain 
in their laps and tbey continue 
for much of the class. Would you 
carry on a conversation with the 
student sitting next to you while 
the professor is talking? It's the 
sarne thing. 

I've had some classes wbere 

professors addressed the issue on 
Day I, and r didn 't ever see a cell 
phone after tbat, but should they 
have to address it? We should 
know where the line is, and when 
we're crossing it. 

Our educations at K College 
aren 't a right, but a privilege, and 
there are a ton of people who 
I'm sure would love to take our 
seats. There are some brilliant 
professors here at our disposal, 
and we should be maximizing 
our time with tbem, not wasting 
it. I'm sure your discussion with 
your best friend about where to 

go for lunch can wait. 
r also want to point out that 

professors aren 't stupid; they 
know what's going on, and even 
when you think you ' re being sly, 
they probably see you. And when 
the time comes in two weeks for 
them to decide whether you've 
earned an A- or a B+, do you 
think the fact that you obviously 
didn't care what they were saying 
on even that one day in class 
might factor in? I'd say there's 
definitely a possibility. 

I totally understand that class 
gets boring sometimes, and for 

some classes, it's boring all tbe 
time. I'll even admit to having 
sent one or two texts while in 
class about the location of softball 
practice on a rainy day throughout 
my K College career. But r think 
that when it eomes down to it 
it's undeniably disrespectful to 
the professor and other students. 
Class is really only just over an 
hour, and what kind of person do 
you want to be? 

And if you do do it on a 
regular basis, think before you 
go to class next time: if you'd 
rather stay home and talk to your 
roommate or girlfriend for an 
hour, don' t go to class. 
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Stetson Chapel Bells to Ring Full Peal in Recognition of25 Years at K 
By ALLISON LAROSE 
News Editor 

Several times a week, students, 
faculty, and staff hear the Stetson 
Chapel bells as they walk to and from 
campus buildings. For most, this is the 
only knowledge they have of them. But 
beyond the distant sounds lies a rich and 
fascinating history that began in 1977. 

"Change" refers to the changing 
order in which the bells are rung; every 
bell must be struck once before any of 
them can be struck a second time. Change 
ringing is practiced in England and the 
former British colonies but is rare today. 
The bells were cast at the Whitechapel 
Bell Foundry in London, England. There 
are only 45 locations with sets of these 
bells in the United States, and Kalamazoo 
is the only one in Michigan. 

Kakuk naturally looked to alumni 
to participate in the anniversary bell 
ringing. Those chosen still actively 
ring. 

long duration, it's just a satisfying thing 
to do. The patterns are of great interest 
to ringers," said Kakuk. 

Weekly practices are Monday and 
Wednesdays nights from 7:00 to 9:00 
P.M. and are open to all students. Contact 
Rob Kakuk at ringers@kzoo.edu for 
more information. 

It was in this year that Jeff Smith, 
a K mathematics professor, started a 
hand bell change ringing group called 
the College Guild of Change Ringers. 
Over 100 students learned to ring 
changes on hand bells until 1984 when 
Smith succeeded in bringing bells from 
England to Stetson Chapel. They were 
dedicated on June 2, 1984 in honor of 
the college's 150'h anniversary. 

On May 31, eight change ringers 
will attempt to ring a full peal in 
celebration of the 25 th anniversary of 
the bells. Five K alums-Kit Almy. 
K'89,Tom Farthing K'83,Russ Hankey 
K'96, Britt Hartenberger K'95, and Mark 
Rizzo K'84-will be joined by three 
residents of Kalamazoo--Rob Kakuk, 
Margaret Miller and Linda Woodford
in ringing the full peal. A peal is at least 
5,000 changes long and lasts about three 
hours. 

Although Smith is now an emeritus 
professor, his program, his inspiration, 
and his bell ringing continue. Farthing 
began bell ringing winter quarter of his 
freshman year: "It was wonderful, Jeff 
was a big deal for me; he still is a big 
deal for me." 

"My confidence increased and I 
became more comfortable interacting 
with people through my ringing 
experience. I'm grateful to Jeff for 
opening that door to me and many 
others," he said. 

Kakuk, the organizer of and resident 
participant in the peal attempt, got 
interested in change ringing because 
of his wife, who is one of the alumni 
ringing on the 31 st. "She, like a number 
of students, was brought in by Jeff Smith 
and he really inspired a lot of students to 
do this over the years," he said. 

Normally, the group does quarter 
peals, about 1,250 changes. "When it's 
done well it's really captivating. Peal 
ringing, especially given that it's such a 

College Looks to Maintain Excellence in Face of Budget Cuts 
Continued from page 1 

Vice Presidents for Advancement, 
Information Services, Business and 
Finance, Enrolbnent, and Students. 
They volunta;ily agreed to freeze 
their salaries through the next fiscal 
year, which will save the college 
about $30,000. 

"When the college bas gone 
through rough times in the past this 
is what it has done," Ponto said of 
the importance of the compensation 
freeze. 

Program support reduction 
refers to the money aIlottoo to 
different academic depar1ments. 
There will be no increase in these 
budgets for the 2009-10 school year 
and selective reductions will be 
made. This means students may see 

some of the free food offered at many 
events in the past disappear. This will 
save the college $1,125,000. 

About $150,000 fewer dollars 
will be spent on the upkeep of the 
college grounds and the replacement 
of computers in the Upjohn Library 
and other buildings. 

Finally, compensation for 
faculty and staff will be reduced. 
This includes the elimination offilled 
positions, the elimination of open 
positions, and a reduction in working 
hours. The reduction in working 
hours will impact four percent of 
employees and position elirnination 
will impact 1.5%. Furthermore, the 
compensation increase pool for the 
2009-10 school year will be reduced 
from five percent to two percent 

"One of the real priorities for 
us was to provide compensation 
increase for employees, and we feel 
relatively positive that we're going 
to be able to do that," said Ponto. 

"One of the things that we really 
tried to do is to be as open and as 
transparent as possible, and one way 
we've done that is to make all of this 
information to students and parents 
online," Ponto said. 

President Wtlson-Oyelaran 
aIsQ announced the status of the 
College's three revenue strearns
student recruitment, endowment, 
and fundraising- last week. 

Deposits for the incoming class 
of 2013 were at 400 as of May I. 
This is expected to decrease to 380 
by the fall, resulting in a net tuition 

revenue of $6.3 million versus the 
originally projected budget of $6.4 
million. 

Endowment for the year was 
down thirty percent, and assuming 
the endowment stays at its current 
level for the next three years, the 
shortfall in the third year will be 
$2.6 million. This decrease accounts 
for eighty to eighty-five percent 
of the projected $3 million budget 
shortfall. 

Fundraising is up from the 
2007-08 fiscal year by 62.7 percent, 
but contributions to the Kalamazoo 
College Fund, the third major 
revenue generator for the operating 
budget, are down four percent. 

The $2 million dollar 
anonymous gift donated to the 

College in April is designated for 
student financial aid and unrestricted 
use by the college. Half of the $1 
million specifically designated for 
financial aid for women and minority 
students will assist those students 
with significant financial need. 

Theadministrationrecommends 
that the other $1 million be used as 
emergency funds should budget 
shortfalls exceed current expectation 
and to support endowed programs in 
critical need of additional funding. 

The Finance Committee of 
the Board of Trustees will bring 
the contingency plan and the 2009-
10 budget to the Full Board the 
weekend of Commencement to 
determine if the contingency plan 
will be implemented 
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Social Justice Finds Home in Kalamazoo 
By CODY MUSSLEMEN 
Staff Writer 

Interested in social justice 
and want a way to get involved 
in the Kalamazoo community? 
Henderson Castle proprietor, Peter 
Livingstone-McNelis, is looking 
for civic-minded Kalamazoo 
College students to live in social 
justice houses. 

Students should be open 
to volunteering and interested 
in working with members of 
the greater Kalamazoo area. 
Livingstone-McNelis, a K-grad, 
says that living in the social 
justice houses will not be a huge 
commitment, but noted that it' II get 
students off campus and involved 
in cool events, such as helping the 
harvesting orchards, working with 
Woodward Elementary students, 
and other local fundraising 
initiatives. 

Livingstone-McNelis has 
owned the 5 houses forfi fteen years, 
but says that the concept of making 

them into social justice houses is 
brand new. He is working with 
the Western Michigan University 
Intervarsity group and hopes to fill 
all five houses with both Western 
and Kalamazoo College students. 
As such, the houses would provide 
a space where students from 
the two institutions could come 
together and work on collaborative 
projects. 

The houses are comprised 
of two 3-bedroom houses, 
one 4-bedroom house and one 
5-bedroom house. Livingstone
McNelis described the social 
justice houses as "above average 
houses, close to campus, 5-10 
minute walk, and all clustered 
together for easy coordination." 
The cost ofliving in the houses will 
range from $300 to $400 a month. 
Livingstone-McNelis hopes to 
fill the houses with sophomores, 
juniors and seniors who will be 
agents of change in the Kalamazoo 
community. 

A Socialjustice House 
Photo/Cody Mussdman 

If students are interested 
in living in one of these houses 
in the 2009-10 school year call 
269-501-5527 or e-mail peter@ 
hendersoncastle.com.Livingstone
McNelis also encourages rising 
juniors to keep the social justice 
houses in mind as a place to live 
after returning from study abroad. 

Students and Staff Want LACs Back 
Continued from page 1 

conversation was needed. 
"[Another) thing that carne 

from the meeting is that we're really 
not ready to say one thing or another 
thing," said Potts. ''I would say there is 
a strong sense that the idea of an LAC, 
that is, events that we identify, are 
important things for the commWlity to 
go to, is a valuable thing." 

"From thestudentsand the fuculty 
that were there, I think everyone 
was in agreement that if we keep the 
credit part then it probably needs to be 
adjusted, changed, or adapted in some 
way. But what that may look like or be 
like we haven't decided," said Potts. 

If the LAC credit is reinstated, 
there are several options for those 
on the new curriculum which has 00 

LAC requirement 
Despite the uncertain future of 

the LAC credit there will be LAC 
events next year for those still on the 
current curriculum. \ 

Camp" d h J mea Haas 

On Tuesday, May 26, 2009, the Supreme Court 
announced its decision to uphold California's 

passage of Proposition 8 in the November election 
that effectively banned same-sex couples from 

manying in the state. How do you feel about this 
decision? 

"Depressed. but not surprised, 
and also, really. at the same 
time, I'm not depressed in the 
court system because the court 
system is upholding the 
democracy of it, but depressed 
that It's in a state that we think 
of being so liberal. The court 
system Is just upholding a 
precedent. Also fearful, 

because if that can happen there, it can happen 
anywhere." 
Aaron Coleman K"09 

"I think it's a shame. I thought 
they were making progress with 

that, but if that's what people 
voted for ... 1 think it's one of 
those tyranny of a majority 

things, since that's what people 
voted for, but at the expense of a 

minority." 
Janice Hwang K'10 

"I think it's wrong. It's wrong to 
take away people's freedoms, 
whereas I believe that people 
should be able to do whatever 
they want because It's not 
hurting anyone. So I think more 
states should allow it." 
Kelsey Smith K'11 

"I think It's weird that It was 
legal and It's not anymore. I feel 

like there shouldn'! have to be 
a law like that. I don t feel like it 

should be as big of a problem 
as itis," 

Clare Entwistle K'12 

5 
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History and Controversy SurrOlll1ding the Day of Gracious Living 

Creator ofDOGL frolics in lake 

Continued from page 1 

then was 18. 

a period when students 
were supposed to hang 
around campus and 
help FacMan out by 
planting flowers and 
that kind of thing. 
There were other times 
when it was decided 
people should go off 
and do service projects 
off campus. And then 
it's gone back to the 
idea of 'let's go off 
and have fun.'" 

When asked if he 

Photo/Yearbook 7S would like to see Day 
of Gracious Living more 

organized, Barclay said "I don't care what it 
does; it should be a student thing." 

more relaxed view of it... 1 think I would 
be less relaxed if 1 were teaching, say, a 10 
o'clock class and 1 missed an hour and half 
of class; because an hour and half of class 
time, especially when you lose memorial 
day, really is a lot. I really would understand 
my colleagues who lose that time." 

In fact, Day of Gracious Living carries 
with it some controversy because of that loss 
of class time. For some faculty members, it's 
difficult to rework class time around DOGL, 
especially when little warning is given. 

Charlene Boyer Lewis of the History 
Department adds that special class activities 
like hosting guest speakers can't be rearranged 
without warning given far in advance. She 
says that DOGL would be better as a fixed 
holiday, like Memorial Day, so professors 
can plan around it. 

While he says he understands that some 
faculty members find it difficult to schedule 
around DOGL, especially considering the 
intensive nature of the IO-week quarter 
system, Tanis adds that "because the academic 
schedule here is so intense ... DOGL [is] all 
the more valuable." 

When asked ifhe has particular goals in 
mind for what DOGL should involve, Tanis 
says "I don't come to DOGL with any sort of 
set ideology; I'm just trying to ensure that it 
can continue on for future years; 1 think it has 
evolved ... changed and adjusted to be what 
it needs to be." 

He emphasizes that, if there were to be 
changes made to DOGL, they should come 
from student initiative. "I wouldn 'tnecessarily 
be opposed to future adjustments ... [but] it 
really is a student-driven event." 

Barclay says, "It's changed over the 
years ... From time to time they've tried to 
organize itas sort-ofa service thing. There was 

Barclay adds, "I used to regard it as sort 
of infantilizing kind of phenomenon which 
disrupted the late spring quarter because we 
already have the Memorial Day holiday." 

Now, however, Barclay says "I take a 

/ According to Student Commission 
President Patrick Tanis, the Day of Gracious 
Living "provides an opportunity for students 
to take a day to relax and hopefully let loose 
at a very stressful point in Spring Quarter." 

Tanis adds, 'There's a lot of talk at our 
institution about distinctiveness, and Day 
of Gracious Living is really something that 
is unique to this college and this college's 
culture." 

DOGL:',!'ll be burned tomorrow, but I'll be gorgeous by Slll1day" 
A Students Perspective 
Continued from page 1 

like liberal arts students disguised 
as beach burns. We crammed our 
cooler, towels, plastic cups, and 
sun tan lotion into the Civic and 
finally headed out. 

As someone in the backseat 
pointed out, "it was the kind of day 
you need your windows down for." 
My winter instincts still kicked in 
whenever 1 felt wind whip past 
my face, but the slightly humid air 
streaming through the car soon put 
everyone into cruising mode. The 
sky was almost cliche; cloudless 
and royal blue. 

We drove through a stretch 
of the Michigan landscape that I 
can sometimes forget exists when 
I'm between Lovell and West 
Main. Soon the sporadic groves 
of trees, rural homes. and long 
dirt driveways developed into the 
outskirts of South Haven. After a 

few dropped cell phone calls the car 
soon dissolved into an argument 
about whether South Beach exists, 
and if it does exist, is it any better 
than North Beach? 

We finally settled on any 
beach, and began to navigate 
through South Haven while looking 
for water. Shortly after marveling at 
the.ingenious idea of a combination 
"sandwich and party" store we 
spotted a road leading to a parking 
lot and Lake Michigan poking out 
over some construction work. 

We all applied suntan lotion 
either somewhere, everywhere, or 
m one case nowhere: "I'll be burned 
tomorrow, but I'll be gorgeous by 
Sunday." A wind was indecisively 
blowing over the water as our flip
flops showered the back of our 
legs with their first sand of the day. 
Farniliar faces kept popping out of 
the groups of beachgoers at South 

Beach. As we set up we mulled 
over invitations to frisbee games, 
lunch, and an enlistment to defend 
a lumpy castle from the waves. 

Once base camp was set up the 
group was soon divided between 
those who want to soak up some 
sun and those who would brave the 
lake water. Being naturally inclined 
to pinkening instead of tanning, 
I decided to see how 1 would fair 
against the rumored icy plunge. 

We decided to collectively 
sprint into the water rather than 
inching in and letting the chill creep 
up our skin. Sprinting soon turned 
into falling as the drag of the water 
eventually tripped each of us. 

1 immediately pushed mysel f 
out of the water and let out a stream 
of swear words as I instinctively 
bounced up and down. As other 
heads emerged 1 began to note the 
variety of reactions to instinct's 
aversion to being completely 
surrounded by icy water. Some 
people yelped, some swore, and 

one let out a primordial cry every 
few seconds. 

However, after five minutes 
of shivering and dunking each 
other a warm sensation began to 
spread through our bodies. After 
affirming that it was neither us 
dying nor someone peeing in the 
lake we began to float around and 
enjoy it. My usual fear of a shark or 
maybe a particularly vicious white 
fish attacking me was assuaged 
by the advice of a Lake Michigan 
veteran, "That's the nice thing 
about swimming in Michigan, you 
know nothing is in the water." 

Finally the last of us slunk out 
of the water and immediately spread 
out on our towels. In spite of the 
cold water and slightly chilly wind 
the sun lulled all of us into catnaps. 
While penodically passing around 
a cold drink, we let the rays and our 
iPods steal away half the day. 

Following a series of insistent 
texts and phone calls we all 
managed to wake from our sun 

induced slumbers and walk to 
North Beach. It was like moving 
from a rural area into the city. The 
small groups of stu dents speckling 
the beach were replaced by a mob 
of Kalamazoo students. 

Footballs. frisbees, and a few 
volleyflalls crisscrossed the sky 
above dozens of students laying 
out, listening to music, and sipping 
from plastic cups. It seemed like 
an alternative universe watching 
the same people I'd seen lugging 
books and handing out fliers on 
campus now in swimsuits letting 
loose on the beach. 

We soon piled back into the 
Civic due to a impending sun bum 
and a teacher who wanted a paper 
turned in: "She doesn't care that 
it's DOGL." As the sun slowly set 
we watched the blue sky slowly 
swirl into a mass of pink, yellow, 
and orange. Some of us may 
have enjoyed it more than others, 
but we all agreed we had lived 
exceptionally graciously. 
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Monkapult to Host 24 Hr. Improv •• 
r.[jJCUCi 

By JOSEPH SCHAFER 
&Jtertainrnent Editor 

On Friday May 29"', expect 
members ofimprov group Monkapult 
to be sporting matching license plate 
tees around campus in anticipation of 
a truly ambitious project for the group: 
24 hours of stIaight improvisation. 
The marathon will begin after a 
'Bwgers and Blues' cook-out at 7 
p.m. sharp. 

The 24-hour marathon is not 
actually a new idea this year. For 
the past four years Monkapult has 
wanted to perform something similar, 
but their events need to be approved 
before the quarter, and only this year 
did co-captains Ben Harpe K'09 
and Terry Cangelosi K'09 have the 
foresight to add it to the proposal. 
The troupe won't be performing all 

at once; in fact the full roster will only 
be present for the first and last hour
long blocks. Instead, the groups will 

event is an LAC 
all proceeds will 

to The Next Door 
St1IAHtAr for omen. 

be performing in smaller, sometimes 
themed groups, including 'provs for 
non-majors, all-girls, Seniors, Juniors, 
and Freshmen. The 'Pu!t only has 
three Juniors this quarter, not enough 
for a full block. Performances will go 
up in every dorm on campus at some 
point or another, except Hoben, where 
the troupe can't distwb quiet hours. 

The event is not just an 
impressive show of willpower and 
determination, but also an act of 
charity in the spirit of the liberal arts 
tradition. Monkapult will be raising 
money at the event (don't wony, it's 
still free and donation only, as per the 
nOIm) for supporting the National 
AIDS Marathon event in Chicago, 
where former Monkapult mainstay 
and K alum Emily Harpe K'08 is 
running. The 'Pu!t hope to help Harpe 
raise $1600, but think raising over 
that amount is a possibility. 

''It's something that Monkapult 

has been wanting to do for a while," 
Andrew Dombos K'09 said. While 
he acknowledges that 24 hours of full 
improv theater might be biting ofr 
more than most could chew, the team 
seems confident and in fuct eager to 
test themselves. 

.(ij[iCi[jJ 
~[C[H[S[DCU[iJ[S 

~~ CRUi 
May 30 

"A marathon of anything 
is an exciting prospect," he said, 
believing the event will be as fun 
for the audience as it will be for the 
performers themselves. 

7 pm Severn Lounge 
10 pm Crissey Lounge 
1 am Hick's Banquet 

Hall 

10 am Hoben Lounge 
1 pm Dewaters Hall 
4 pm Trowbridge 

Lounge 
7 pm End Monkapult will need to save 

that expected vibrant energy for the 
rougher times they have scheduled, 
namely the early morning hours 
when most students will be asleep. 
Still, Dombos seems hopeful: ''I have 
no doubt that we will pull it off and be 
very successful." 

U H'--' 'R - uu, 
Audiences can expect to see 

many obscure improv games that 
Monkapult has rarely (if ever) 
performed at an event, as well as team 

favorites. Specifically the team plans 
to run Grand Rapids Freeze Tag, 
where both performers are swapped 
out during a freeze instead of one. 

The event promises to be hugely 
entertaining and something to talk 
about for months to come, as well as 
a worthy charity event. 

Bernitt's LAC All About Love 
By COLLEEN LAWRENCE 
Features Editor 

Dan Bernitt is a walking one-man miracle. 
On Tuesday, May 26, he performed his own "Phi 
Alpha Gamma" in the Connable Recital Hall. 
Bernitt's piece is a finalist in this year's LGBT 
drama category ofLamda Literary Awards. Not 
only did Bernitt write the piece, he can perform 
it to a point of imposing audience silence. 

The Lamda Literary Awards look to 
recognize excellence in LGBT literature. 
Bernitt is one of the youngest finalists, and this 
is his second year in the running. ". . . To be Involved among remaInIng elders 
in the gay community and finding a gay 
community outside of bars, outside of neon 
lights, is something I've always longed for. It's 
so beautiful to be in a group of people who are 
making a difference and creating stories that 
last longer than a hangover," Bernitt said. 

It was one of the last LACs of the year, and 
the R~cital Hall was packed. The student who 
opened asked all to silence phones and avoid 
rustling candy wrappers. Not a single phone 
went off, and not a sole piece of candy was 
popped. 

Bernitt came to K College on behalf of 
Hutch Pimentel K'12. 

"I was really excited to bring this story to 
the college in a time where I feel like this is such 
a hot issue. I feel like it hrings an immediacy 
and a personalization to something that is often 
a faceless, nameless battle," Pimentel said. 

The LAC did just that. Bernitt went 
seamlessly from character to character, voicing 
various perspectives in a fraternity's recovery 
from a gay-bashing incident a few years earlier. 
The drama detailed the struggles of dealing 
with such a situation. While a wide variety of 
emotions flew about the stage, Bernitt wanted 
audience members to walk away with one 
thing. 

"The first thing that came to my mind 
seems kind of flippant, but it's simple: love. 
It's something that we're all taught to do when 
we're kids, and T think it's a thing a lot of us try 
out damndest to do, but when we're surrounded 
by our peers, we forget what's important. It's 
something that needs cultivating throughout 
your entire life if you want to live." 

Even for those seniors who are down to the 
wire on LAC credits, Dan Bernitt's performance 
will not soon be forgotten . 

... 

.. 

, 

• 
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Cout1selit1Q Cort1er: Living Life Now and After Graduation 
By ELISA PACHECO 
MSW, Contributor 

Dear Abby, 
I am preparing to graduate in tbe upcoming 

weeks from Kalamazoo College. A1tbougb this 
is a time I dreamed ahout before 1 even began 
my student career, I am experiencing a wide 
range of enlOtions besides the excitement and 
joy I expected. Contrary to my expectations of 
celebrating witb tbe close friends I have made at 
college, I have been overwhelmed and stressed 
witb the many details in planning my future. 
For the past four years, my life as a student has 
been structured with rigid routines, but clear 
expectations of my role and responsibilities. 
Now, 1 am told things like, "the world is at your 

fingertips!" What does this mean? Some of my 
friends seem to know exactly what tbey want 
and have been accepted into tbe graduate scbool 
of tbeir choice, while others are interested in 
gaining valuable work experience. I, however, 
feel lost and am not sure what I am supposed to 
do next. Is this normal? 

Seriously, Dazed and Con.fused 

• • • 
Dear Dazed and Confused, 
First and foremost, 

CONGRA1lJLATIONS on this significant 
accomplishment of which you deserve to feel 
proud!!! Now, let's consider how graduation 
is simultaneously a significant achievement, 
milestone, and significant transition aU at 
once. People naturaUy experience transition 

tbrougbout life, however transitions can be 
chaUenging and stressful dependent on tbe 
magnitude of cbange the transition brings to 
one's life. This is true even when the cbanges 
are positive. Feelings of confusion, anxiety,fear, 
etc. are aU normal reactions to tbese changes 
and possible perceived losses, as circles of 
friends travel in different directions, romantic 
relationships drift apart, and certain roles you 
have been fulfilling reach a completion. 

In coping witb these changes that may 
chaUengeyoursenseofidentity,itmaybehelpful 
to consider ways you overcame obstacles in the 
past, focus on the opportunities for personal 
development within the change, and incorporate 
achieved gains from past transitions into future 
transitions. While cbange requires adaptation 

(and most people do not like change), it 
always results in learning and personal growth. 
Consider your experience as a Freshman at 
K. Do you remember feeling disoriented, 
inadequate, and unsure about how you wanted 
to redefine and establish your identity? Now, 
in reflecting upon your college career at K, you 
are likely finding yourself to have gained not 
only a broad depth of knowledge, skills, and 
talents, but also a newfound self-awareness and 
insigbt achieved after a time of self-discovery 
and exceeding your own expectations. TIlls 
period of on-going transition, also known as 
your college career, has lead you to one of 
many successes to come... your graduation. 
Best of luck in future endeavors and embrace 
tbe cbange that brings you success! 

THIS WEEK IN SPORTS 
K College's Volleyball Team to Travel to China This Summer 

By JESSICA MAAS 
Sports Editor 

The K College volleybaU team 
has always been destined to go to 
China; the question was simply 
when. 

"I had an assistant whose 
daugbter had played for me---she 
was from Beijing-Md he looked at 
me and said, 'You will take your team 
to China.'" said Head Coach Jeanne 
Hess. '1 just said, 'Yeah, right", 

He was not the only one in 
Hess's ear. 

"My coach was from Shanghai 
and he has always told me that 1 
should take my team to China," she 
said. 

And now the team is going. 
"This last summer my coach 

was in touch with a team from the 
Shanghai VolleybaU Institute who 
actually finished secood in the 
country-it's like an N"BA !bing, but 
it's volleyball," said Hess. 'They 
were corning to the U.S. and their 
host., the University of Dayton, had 
dropped them, so !bey caUed me and 
said, 'Will you host this team with the 

condition that you go there later?", 
The Chinese team came 

to KaJamazoo for two weeks in 
September, and spent time playing 
college teams at each division leve~ 
as well as traveling, meeting Chinese 
people around tbe area, and attending 
practices with the K team 

'They're just amazing," said 
Cory Graves K'09. 'They do it as a 
profession, so it was kind of cool to 
talk ahout why we play, because it's 
so different They're recruited from 
when !bey were young because of 
their talent, not necessarily because 
they want to be." 

Graves and fellow senior Megan 
Korc are traveling and playing with 
the team despite the filet that !bey will 
have already graduated, but incoming 
freshmen will not be attending. 

"I guess hotb Megan and 1 feel 
like it's an opportunity we wouldn't 
have been a part of otherwise," said 
Graves. "We are in this weird transition 
place because we're going to play but 
we will have aJready graduated; there 
are new captains and everything. But 
we're really close as a team so in that 
way it won't be weird at aU." 

The team will leave on June 
19 and be gone two weeks, which 
includes time to play one match in 
each Shanghai and Beijing, train with 
the Chinese coacbes, and sigbt-see. 

"It'll be unique," said Courtney 
Nartker K' I 2. "It'll give. us a 
difference perspective on volleybaU 
because we haven't trained like that 
before, so hopefully we can bring 
!bat back and carry it over into next 
season." 

Following the trip, Hess wants 
the team to collaborate on a hook. 

"After the trip each of the girls are 
producUlgachapterofbook--creative 
writing, poetry, essay, description, or 
stream of consciousness," she said, 
"to be published within the coach's 
association to let otber coaches in this 
country know what can become of a 
trip like this." 

She said that it's important to 
look at what international travel can 
do for teams. Western's team went to 
Brazil last year and then went on to 
make it to the Sweet 16. 

"Not !bat it's a magic bullet or 
a panacea, but international travel 
seems to have some sort of effect," 

said Hess, who would like to move 
up in the conference next season. 

The trip also seems to be 
providing a closing of sorts for Hess 
and her fonner coach, who is 80 now 
but turned 50 while he coached her at 
University of Michigan. 

"This is the year that I turn 
50 and be and his wife are gOUlg to 
Shanghai for the whole month of 
June to meet us and translate for us 
and help us find our way around. He's 

still coaching me," she said "So 
had that opportunity now with 
coach and hopefully I can provide 
witb the women I coach." 

Graves said that she felt 
were a lot of other agendas going 
the trip than just volleybaU, and 
Hess and her fonner coach were 
ofthetn. 

"I think it's also a thing 
them," said Graves. " ... their last 
trip together." 
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IheMystmous "KBubble" 

KBubblePops! 
By JORDAN RICKARD 
Sultan of Swat 

An unknown student was spotted 
with what campus security described 
as "a very sharp stick. " He was seen 
striking at the air up and down West 
Main. It was initially suspected that 
this student was simply suffering from 
the finals week crazies. However, we 
have now confirmed the worst: he 
was puncturing the K bubble. 

Normally, the K bubble protects 
us from pollution, friend from other 
colleges, and Viking raiders . Now, 
with air pressure leaking fast, the 
school is being faced with a decision . 
Raise tuition in an attempt to fix the 
K bubble, or simply let it fall for 
good. 

Frisbee golf players are 
complaining and indeed unionizing 
against the destruction of the 
wall. Somewhat confused by their 
persistence, we interviewed Flipper 
Scholfield K' I 0 about what the 
problem is: "With pressure leaks 
causing vacuums through out the 
campus, how are we supposed to flick 
a disc with any kind of accuracy?" 

Freshmen to Seniors have been 

Continued on page 4 

Closings Necessited By Need to String Tape 
By KIMBERLY UPSTILL 
Token New Zealander 

Flocks of students 
wishing to pursue their 
studies attempted to open 
various campus building 
this Memorial Day, only 
to find themselves locked 
out. Banging and crying 
accomplished little, and 
asking security for help 
achieved even less. 

flinging spare brushes and 
paint at FAB itself, in so 
doing "turning pain into 
art-this is great material for 
my SIP!" 

Others were not so 
upbeat. Despairing science 
students outside of a locked 
down Dow resorted to 
running experiments on each 
other, resulting in a number 
of minor causalities and one 
minor decapitation. Many 
students simply turned away, 
glanced longingly at their 

Reactions were varied 
but emotional. An art student 
who wishes to remain 
anonymous was found Continued on page 6 FABDonsRedTapeforMmwrialDay 

Party House '09 Announced 
By OTIS JACK 
party Connoisseur 

After a rigorous, often
tumultuous competitive season, the 
2008-2009 Collegiate Olympics 
have come to a close, and this 
year's finest party house has been 
decided. 

others, one house clearly stood 
above the rest: Bayside House. 

Bayside excelled in nearly 
every major category including 
House That Recycled the Most 
Red Solo Cups and House Least 
Likely to Be Broken Up by Police 
Interference. 

Bayside House---which is 
made up of two fifth-year seniors, 
one K grad, three K '09 studentl;, 

and one smuggled-in freshmen 

A VIeW from OutJit!e the Fabled, Winning-Most Bayside House 

Though the competition raged 
between the likes ofMitcbell Place, 
Davis House, Forbes, Ingleside, 
Soccer House, Swim House, and 

Continued on page 6 

Index Full of Too Many Mistakes 
By OTIS JACK 
Frustrated Editor 

With it comes to Kalamazoo's student 
newspaper, The Index, there is much to 
complainaboul Betweenthepoorgrammar, 
innumerable misspellings, misquoted 
students, trivial Op-Eds, inaccurate photo 
captions, lack of campus-event coverage, 
and trite headlines, students and faculty 
alike have ample opportunity to critique 
the paper, which is the product of a few, 

confoundingly4:dicated K students. 
However, no mistake is more 

frustrating than inaccurate or wholly 
missing story jumps. How often has one 
read an article off the front page soon 
finding a jump such as "Continued on Page 
4," only to tum to said to page to find no 
continuation of the story in question. Even 
worse, Index editors frequently forget to 
jump stories altogether. 

The incompetence alone is enough to 
Continued on page 4 
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Name: K Graduating Class K'09 

Hopes Jor Graduation Day: Hmm ... if 
peace on earth could be sustained for just 
a single moment, I hope it to be the exact 
second the diploma falls into my inevitably 
clammy palm. Really, who else can claim 
that? 

Now. think hartl. What do you miss about 
the dorms? Please, that's an easy one. It 
was a real comfort to know that ifJ ever got 
even the slightest bit out of control, there 
would always be a friendly and concerned 
face to listen attentively and then detail my 
poor choices in an official report. Looking 
back, it just helped keep me in line. 

What S the biggest difference between 
Freshman and Senior year? When I first 
stepped foot on this campus, 30-pound 
schoolbag and all, I'd have to say I for sure 
thought I was the coolest thing to grace the 
quad. While admittedly little has changed, 
now, I know I am. 

If there's one song that will Jorever remind 
you oJ college. what is it? Ugh, Flo-Rida's 
"Low." Or anything by T-Pain. Maybe 
M.I.A. 's "Paper Planes"? 

Do you have any advice Jor next year s 
Jreshmen? Whatever you do this summer, 
be sure to schedule in time for refreshing 
ALL party game rules. You do not want 
to enter any competitions uneducated. 
(Believe us.) 

Is thpre anything ill particular that means 
Spring Ott K S campus? Green grass; 
Oberon; Wildlife; Bonfires [Editor s Note: 
The Class oJ 2009 could not come to a 
consensus on this sensitive topic] 

Letter From the Editors 
Dear Index Readers, 

It was the best of times, it was the worst of times--{)r so they say. We 
happen to think summer is looking pretty sweet. .. but, ah, we digress. 

As this is the last issue of the 2008-2009 Index--{)r Windex if you will
we would like to thank you, our loyal readers, for picking up the paper each 
week, logging on, and reading. You've stood by us through our hiccups and 
we've appreciated all your letters and feedback. We firmly believe they have 
improved our paper dramatically. 

It is your support that has propelled Team Index through a lively year, 
and also encouraged us to keep on keepin' on. 

Thanks again & best wishes for a fantastic summer! 

-Mary & TJ 

When Walls Have Ears 
C0/>1f';/ed by Mary B. Corc-oran 

Valium-Sbmalium 

Girl: I haven't seen you in forever. 
How are you? 
Guy: Oh, I'm okay. Interesting thing 
though, I just realized that my mom 
switched the allergy medicine with 
Valium. 
Overhead by Walking_Slick_Man in 
the Library 

We Preacb Acceptance 

Boy: You should Jerry Springer him. 
Girl: I think I'd rather channel my 

inner Ghandi. 
Overheard by ArtMonster itt FAB 

Old Age Has Its Perks 

College Woman A: Waaah, I don't 
want to get old. 
College Woman B: Me either, I just 
want to be 20 forever. 
College Woman A: Yea, me too. 
College Women A & B, in unison: 
... 2\,2l. 
Overheard by BrumDogMilliottaire 
in the CaJe 
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Grove Houses Secede From Greater Kalamazoo Campus Community 
By CODY MUSSELMAN 
&JJWEBER 
Representatives of the Bettennent 

of the Grove Society 

As of last Monday night, students 
in the Grove houses have announced 
their secession from K College. 

On that fateful night, spearhead 
L.L. Barbar was overheard consu lting 
his accomplice: "Do you think there 
are other parts of campus we can get 
while we're at it? Maybe the Stryker 
center?" 

He was assured that "The Stryker 
center is totally within our reach." A 
debate ensued as to whether or not the 
Quad should also be annexed. The issue 
will be sent to committee for review. 

Graffiti is highly encouraged as a free 
form of expression. Walls, sidewalks, 
bicycles, pedestrians, spacecraft, and 
furniture are all fair game, but "the trees 
are to be left alone after what happened 
last time." (Nobody living knows what 
happened last time.) 

Aside from the quest for 
freedom, the Grove members. have 
other motivations for seceding from 
Kalamazoo College. When asked what 
their reasons were, one Grover blankly 
responded, "What's reason got to do 
with it?" Another student exclaimed, 
"It's the destiny of the Grove," and 
trumpets blasted from the heavens to 
underscore the hallowed Grovedom's 
true purpose. 

drum circles to 
summon the earth 
worms for compost 
bins, spontaneous 
lectures over hidden 
loudspeakers, root 
beer kegs on the 
Quad, euphoric co
ed get-togethers, 
flying, classes in 
de-a wkwardization, 
streaking, entheogen 
gardening, costume 
days, and sporadic 
fireworks displays. 

"We plan on 

This declaration is of serious 
concern to K-College. Without the 
Grove what will be around to offset 
campus emissions? Where will 
students go to smoke their completely 
legal, homegrown and environmentally 
friendly herbs? 

According to Grove members, the 
wooded area parallel to Lovell wi II 
remain a safe and welcoming place 
for rule-breakers of all kinds. In fact, 
according to the recently signed Grove 
Manifesto, "The only rule is that there 
will be no rules . Woah." Additionally 
there wi II be no time, no watches, and 
no tardiness. 

On a more serious note, the 
Sustainability House goat herder stated, 
"For those wishing to escape the stress 
culture of K and its binding rules, we 
are of the opinion that meaningful 
and productive work can be done by 
Zooians who are well-rested and in 
good humor." (True that.) 

having a fireworks 
stash for students 
to access when they 
are in an explosive, 
patriotic, or sober 
mood," said one 
organizer. The Grove 
also plans on having 
a host of festivals , 
including a "lint in One of the many Grove-sponsored bonfires 

"Good luck trying to be early," 
c;huckled Barbar. He did , however, 

As such, the Grove, which wi II be 
acting as an educational institution, has 
reworked its school year to encompass 
the spring, summer, and fall. School 
will not be in session during the bleak, 
morbid, grey, depressing, bitter, harsh, 
dreary, miserable, morose, glum, 
dejecting, uninviting winter months. 
Nor will it be in session on any bad 
day, for anyone, anywhere, ever. 

my belly button" celebration and a 
Hash Bash to be held on a renovated 
roof of a Grove house. The roof wi II be 
remodeled into the swankest of swank 
hookah bars, equipped with throw 
pillows and mood lighting. "That's just 
part of life in the grove, that there's a 
festival," said Barbar. Other Grovites 
present nodded in agreement. 

Contradictory to the earlier 
tell me that although there 
is no time, space has been 
acknowledged as, "the 
place." 

"'We plan on having a fireworks stash 

for students to access when they are in an 
All through the week 

droves of Grovers stood on 
the "awkward stairs" next 
to Dewaters and persistently 
chanted, "WE WANT 
FREEDOM!" 

comment about rules, Barbar 
notes that there will be two 
prohibited items. The first 
is no evil robots. Of course, 
that goes without saying .. . 

explosive, patriotic, or sober mood,' said Thesecondisnovehicles, 

one organizer. " 

"What do we mean?" said one 
Grove conspirator. "Well, we want 
nudity, and lots of it! Why should it be 
taboo? Also," she added, "we want to 
say what we want. We want honest to 
God freedom of speech. " 

The Grove community plans to 
support this initiative by allowing 
students to chalk and paint everywhere. 

The Grove is only in session when 
you want to be. One Srain Lexi of the 
movement explained how this works 
but it took a lot of mathematics and 
Sanskrit. He summed it up by saying, 
"It's really best if you just imagine that 
it works." 

Other activities that the Grove 
plans to set up include regular bonfires 
that are in sync with the lunar cycle, 

with the exception of the Fac 
Man carts. "Fac 11an is still 
allowed, in fact encouraged, 

to come in here and hang," said Barbar. 
(The Grove hopes to maintain good 
relations with Fac Man). 

Additionally, the Gr<f'e wishes 
to maintain fitness and en<Wrses lawn 
games as its official school sports . 
These include bocce ball, Itorseshoes, 
and croquet. 

To become a membl of the 
Grove community, a Visa i required 

for entry. The application process, 
however, is "easy-peasy-pumpkin
squeezy," according to a member of the 
Grove High Counsel (who was almost 
indiscernible as he sat in the massage 
chair, where all important decisions are 
made). 

The application and Visa are 
of the visitor's own creation. "The 
more glitter the better," said a current 
LLHU member. As a warning to the 
fashionably late and the fashionably 
fashionable wishing to gain entry into 
the Grove, Barbar implored with stern 
a stern finger wag, "There may be no 
rules but, there are standards here ." 

Having written its manifesto, the 
Grove is currently looking for more 
student support to fuel their movement. 
With any luck, the college will cave 
by mid-August, allowing enough 
time for jungle gyms and sand boxes 
to be installed. Grove members and 
conspirators are persistent in their quest 
for freedom, and mani fest Groval ution 
as stated in the last line of the Grove 
Manifesto, "THIS IS OUR UTOPIA! 
HEED OUR CRY!" 
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Forget Swine Flu, Squirrel Flu Epidemic Attacks K 
By LISA PHILLIPS 
Sciurus Tamiasciurus Scholar 

Squirrel Flu has hit the 
Kalamazoo community by 
storm. 

The disease sprouted from 
an overly-friendly squirrel on 
campus which was spotted with 
an unusually-shaped growth on 
his head. 

As curious students 
gathered around the cute 
critter, the disease seemed to 
radiate from the squirrel, as 
students began sprouting their 
own large, hairy growths in 
some odd areas. 

"It's making it really hard 
to get dressed in the morning," 
Meredith Grap said about the 
bushy hump protruding from 
her backside. "Good thing 
boys on this campus think it's 
attractive. " 

A Handfol ofStudents Attmting a Prof Schrnachel Lecture Shown Sufferingfrom the Squirrel Flu Epitkmic 

Added Mark Slown, K' I 0, 
who is sprouting a hairy, 
oblong protrusion on his 
collarbone, "Sure, it's hard to 
sleep at night, but it's all about 
how you wear it." 

The college has reported 
the outbreak to the CDC. The 
government labeled it of Stage
One red alert level importance, 
and is confiscating oak trees 
and trash cans everywhere 

and limiting travel to squirrel
infested areas. Border 
restrictions with Mexico were 
also tightened. 

On campus, a Squirrel 
Outbreak Response Committee 
(SORC) has been formed to 
monitor the ongoing national 
crisis. 

Areas where squirrels 
have been spotted have been 
marked with blue x-marks. An 
estimated 99.5% of the campus 
is now blue-colored. 

Four bearded males 
and one ex-girlfriend have 
already been hospitalized for 
supposedly being mistaken for 

rabid squirrels. 
The Squirrels Rights Watch 

group on campus has mounted 
a public protest. Members are 
climbing trees on the Quad 
to construct tree-house safe 
havens for ostracized squirrels. 
Several SORC members have 
reported being hit by heavy, 
falling objects. 

Prevention measures have 
been hampered by the fact that 
many individuals are enjoying 
their symptoms. 

Formally bald K student 
Derek Shepper is using the 
newfound fuzzy protrusions 
around his ears for a good 

cause. "Girls on campus think 
I'm like a kitten or something. 
They just can't stay away! It's 
the best chick magnet ever!" 

Students have been seen to 
be lurking around blue-pained 
trash cans, hoping for that all
to-common startling squirrel 
attack. 

However, SORC head and 
K professor George O'Dally 
warns students to remain in 
their dorm rooms as much as 
possible. "You never know 
when those little buggers are 
going to sneak up on you," he 
said. 

''I( Bubble" Popped: College May Increase Tuition, Hire Shepards 
Continued from page 1 

flooding off campus 
on the weekends, even 
on days when they 
have studying to do. 
Shepherds have been 
hired in an attenlkt to 
round up K stMents 
and lead them back to 
safety. While several 
students are sporting 
bruises around the neck 
from being led back by 
cane, this tactic has :;till 
been found preferable 

to seeing the other side. cannons to their carts to 
What if there's grass out lure certain Seniors away 
here? What if it really from the school after class 
is greener? Enrollment is over. 
could plummet if color It's quite easy to be 
charts ever proved this. biased to the stick-toting 

However, the school lunatic who began the 
does have back up plans to deconstruction of the K 
protect the student body. bubble. Perhaps we can 
Buildings have all been all take a lesson from 
designed sporting brick Pauly Shore. While a bio
and white trim in order dome is pretty sweet idea 
to mislead and befuddle in theory, in the long run 
intruders. FacMan has it could drive us all a little 
added Pabst Blue Ribbon crazy. The Alkged Stick That Freed K Students from "The Bubble" 
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Zombies, Tigers, and Bears, Oh My! 
Everything You Need to Know: How to Prepare for the Zombie Apocalypse 
By KAITLYN WALTER 
Zombie Survivalist 

In the event of a zombie attack 
students need to be prepared. 

There are few ways that 
zombies can be destroyed or that we 
can delay them from accomplishing 
their brain eating goal. Decapitation 
works the best to permanently kill 
the Wldead. 

However, knowing how to kill 
a zombie isn't enough. We must get 
the campus ready at the first sight of 
invasion in Kalamazoo. There are 
steps and measures needed to be 
taken. 

Steps to fortify the campus: 

- Then>OfofFAJ3isnotsnuuy 
enough to withstand many people 
on it. There may be a few people 
up there to work defense with 
explosives or boiling tar. 

- Designate a look-out from 
the bell tower. 

- All science majors meet in 
DOW to gather strong acids and any 

DO: 
'Make SlIre everyone's cell phone is 
chargoo and on. 
· If a friend is bitton, shod a few tears 
then cuI off h,g head. Ho'd do the 
same for ~'Ou 
' Stay on roofs . 
• Koop a weapon handy at all times. 
'W(!1:lr 5!lJrd y, ilpocal)'pse appr(»Jod 
clothing-·No high heels. jm.gly Je'>velry. 
skirts. fI'p flops, or sroiny s.hirts. No, a 
halter lop and mini skirt i~ not appro· 
pnate even If ynu havo boots on . 
• Collect batlefies j,lst ir. case all the 
fl3stllights go oot a, an ir.appropri3te 
time. 

: DOjN~·m{:(.:: :~.: o.~. ~~F-' 
_. ',. '.- .~.:; ..!~Ji:·/.~"'~:~<_~.,~,., --~ . 

• :~'QJice t~~·,akeo\~r·) .. ' 
~~:campus, ~iX;(go i~JtlCkp erFAB 
:· .of flnyothitr:iNln<jov-.'9d bLiJlding. ·' '. 
' !N~vergo d'!WTI!'HtiG t~,· 
··:!lVe.'wtalle.eefdh~ · R~jijertEVi 

movies and ftlJs kntY.vthat zoinbios 
Cfln I1Qalr60,~arp'-da'kfurA. . 
• po oot ll!i~ ~y ~1m~th/· for ~ 
.zombie. even one that )'Oll've had 
seminnr with. Once a person's . 
infOClOd lhtlY'rea zombie for life 
'Don't woar headphones-Kids with 
iPods ere Ihe periec.1 victims for the 
hr..mgty zombie. 

explosive chemicals. Despite the loss of the lights off in all unused 
buildings and the centralization 
of the population, energy use 
should decrease dramatically 
in all buildings except for 
Crissey and Severn . 

- All scene shop people meet 
in Balch to get tools and weapons 
together. 

- Foods and knives will need to 
be gathered from the cafeteria. 

viable students and zombies 
everywhere, EnvOrg can go to 
sleep happy knowing that all 
defense plans are completely 
environmentally healthy. With 

5 

lAME JOKES 
FORMaM 

A Couple Just to Wann You Up: 

How many psychiatrists 
does it take to change a 
light bulb? 
One, but it has to want to 
change. 

What do you call a fish WIth 
no eyes? 
FSHHHH. 

And what do you call a 
blind dinosaur? 
An Idon'tThinkHeSaurus. 

Moving on to the 
Specialty Section: 

·Chuck Norris can kill 2 
stones with one bird. 
-Chuck Norris can slam a 
revolving door. 
-Chuck Norris counted to 
infinity. Twice. 

An Anecdote. Why Not?' 

It had been snowing 
for hours when an 
announcement came over 
the intercom: "Will the 
students who are parked 
on Academy Street please 
move their cars so that we 
may begin plowing?" 

Twenty minutes later there 
was another announcement: 
"Will the twelve hundred 
students who went to move 
26 cars please return to 
class?" 

Easy to Deliver 
One-Liners. 

A man walked mto a bar 
and said, "Ow". 

If big elephants have trunks, 
do small elephants have 
suitcases? 

Compild by Mary Corcoran 
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Party House of '09 Announced 
Continued from page 1 

K Strings Red Tape Higher Than Ever 
to, y'know, seem less creepy when 
underclassmen dominate party 
attendance-daim they were set-up 
for success from the very beginning of 
fall quarter. 

"We're all radical partiers 
with different levels of experience," 
explained Carlton Banks K'09 while 
coUecting dented orange ping-pong 
balls off the house's dirtied floor, ' 'It 
was just like Captain Planet, 'With our 
powers combined, we can throw the 
best parties'." 

Although some dark-horse 
houses surprised judges by winning 
several competitive events, not even 
MitcheU Place winning Best Laser 
Light Sbow/Fog Machine, Davis 
House getting gold in Best Basement 
Music, or Swim House dominating 
Hottest Dance Floor That Can Double 
as a Sauna, Bayside was far and away 
the house best built for success. 

When it came to categories such 
as House With Least Rude Associated 
Friends, Closet Campus Walking 
Distance, and Most Social Gatherings 
Consist of More Than Just Freshmen 
and BP, Bayside scored oothing but 
perfect tens. 

Alongside exceUing in nearly 
every event, the Bayside House often 
went above and beyond the call of 
duty, such as by having the most 
creative party themes. 

''When they threw that 'Dress 
Up as Your Favorite K Prof party, it 
just about blew my mind," exclaimed 
Jessie Spano K' 11. ''I 'U never forget 
my time spent at the Bayside House, 
even if I don't remember it," she 
concluded. 

Whether or not Bayside will be 
able to repeat this year's suocess has 
yet to be determined. 

One cause for conoem: Many of 
the house's seniors are being "forced 
into the real world, delaying the 
inevitable via Teach for America, or 
moving back in with their parents," 
according to K '07 grad and housemate 
Eddie "Donkeylips" Gelfen. 

"Plus, according to our landlord, 
Old Man Weatherbee is moving in 
next door this fall and he bates loud 
music, people using his front yard as 
a bathroom, and coUege students in 
general," explained a disappointed 
Gelfen as he repaired a hole recently 
punched into the house's bathroom 
wall. 

Continued from page 1 

cherished places of learning. 
and returned to thei r dorms. 
dIsgruntled. 

The college, via Doreen 
Figurehead, secretary of 
Kalamazoo's lAC (Inane 
Actions Committee), released 
a statement earlier this week 
aimed at dispelling students' 
discontent. 

"Based on extensive 
research carried out by the 
lAC, it has been determined 
that the red· tape around 
campus, proudly strung since 
the beginning of the institution, 
could III fact be strung higher 
and in greater volume." she 
said. 

In years past the college 
has been wary of such high. 
bountIful stringing. Dorian 
Beets recalls, "There has 
always been a budgetary 
concern, with the price of red 
tape steadily buIlding since the 
80s. and of course the liability 
issues have always held us 
back." 

The school's motto, 
Lux Esto. or "be light," was 
historically intended as a 
warning to unwary. clumsy 
students liable to fall or trip over 
rouge tape. 

Figurehead's statement 
recognized the old concerns 
while optimistically looking 
ahead. "With the recent 
economic downturn the price 
of our specific brand of red tape 
as plummeted. We reahze, of 
course, that cautious spending 
is still a concern, but in our 
decision to purchase and string 
more red tape we are really 
killing two birds with one stone. 
Along with the primary concern 
of making students disgruntled 
is a secondary growing concern 
this action addresses, namely 
the rising issue of on-campus 
obesity." 

Also, obesity has been 
a growing concern nation
wide, and Kalamazoo College 
is no different. Figurehead 
acknowledged a large part of 
the problem is the college's 

cafeteria. 
"When [ go in there and try 

to cat, it does make me want 
to curl up in a fetal position 
and cry. and I do feel the need 
to bathe and fast extensively 
post-'meal' . .. but, rather than 
address such problems at the 
source we the college have 
elected to solve the symptoms," 
she said. 

By stringing the tape 
higher and more copiously, the 
college hopes to bring back 
some of the traditional meaning 
of Lux Esto, thus creating a 
more active, fit student body. 

"It is our hope," concludes 
the statement, "that by 
temporarily closing buildings 
to reaffirm and intensify the 
presence of red tape on campus 
we have first of all been able to 
exercise our power for the sak( 
of power, and secondly given 
students a way of combating 
their own weight-related 
problems." 

Red tape is a gift that just 
keeps on giving. 

Red Bench Turned Blue: Evil Plot Unearthed by Index Staff Writer 
By JORDAN RICKARD 
The Man, The Beast 

A slew of psychiatrists, doctors, and 
carpenters were summoned to Kalamazoo 
College last week. Early reports detail that the 
beloved bench and landmark, Red Bench, had 
mysteriously turned blue. 

Hours passed as Severn and Crissey 
Residents chewed their fingernails in 
anticipation of the diagnosis. The psychiatrists 
believed it was a simple case of depression. 
The attending doctors suggested a severe case 
of hypothermia. The carpenters were removed 
from the campus when their conclusion was 
deemed ''boring.'' 

Finally, the plan was found lodged way 
up someone's sleeve. An e-mail detailed an 
elaborate scheme aimed involving the Red 
Bench. Apparently, a large group of freshmen 
were conspiring to vandalize the crimson 
wooden recliner. 

The freshmen had planned to makea tribute 
to theclassof2012. In spite of its narnesake, they 
decided for some reason that they should paint 
it baby blue first Due to the anarchist nature of 
the crime and the chosen color, the immediate 
suspects were of course Democrats. No bard 
evidence was found, though Noah Walters 
K' I 0 said, ''I did not have sexual relations with 
that bench." Good to know, I suppose. 

Arnold Woltzer K' 12 was also interviewed 
about the incident. 

I asked her: Do you support the new paint 
job the red bench? "What red bench?,: she 
replied, suspiciously. 

I continued, the one by Severn and Crissey. 
"0, I don't really go there unless I'm visiting 
my sophomore and junior fiiends," she said 

I asked her: If you did go there or knew 
what it was then would you support the red 
bench being a blue bench, not red? "Um, yes?" 
was her response. 

FinaJly word came down from Kalamazoo 

Onwokers Speculate Over Reasons for Htmid Cowr Change 

College officials. Their answer was short: 
the bench is to be blue and covered in graffiti 
forevennore. 

The Red Bench's baptism of periwinkle 
has given it a new purpose and made it easier to 
spot ants. Eiffel65 fans are exultant. 
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Stop, Procrastinate & Listen: An Insider's Guide to Wasting Time 
By KAITLYN WALTER 
Jack of All Procrastination When asked what she does 

to procrastinate, Alyson Chun 
Oh, the beauty of K'09 said she likes to "bake 

procrastinating. You get so much cookies, eat cookies, and watch 
done. Your room gets cleaned, a movie. And random Disney 
the dishes get done, and the dance-alongs with roommates 
laundry is washed, folded, and are always fun." 
put away. One should use time 

Who says your time was wisely and understand that the 
wasted by not writing that procrastination action is in place 
paper? of something more important 

Procrastination is an art form grade-wise, but less important 
that can be deciphered to give life-wise. 
you an idea about someone's Take this decision: Hang out 
personality. Almost like a with friends during the last few 
horoscope or astrology or one of days of senior year or write a 
those "What does your favorite paper that's due in a few days? 
color say about you?" quizzes. Obviously, hang out with friends. 

For instance: The creative There will be more papers in the 
person will use the opportunity to future , but you might never see 
build an ice rink in the driveway. these friends again. Well, at least 
The Type-A person will organize not until the 10-year reunion. 
or re-color-coordinate their This is an important lesson 
notes. The serious person will, we should all carry in our hearts. 
of course, read, but the book will Procrastination is not evil; 
probably be a murder mystery. it's what creates those great 
The hands-on person will play college memories. 
solitaire or video games. 

it ~ue. 

A Typical K-College Student's To Do List 

If you ' re confused or 
wandering aimlessly for 
something to do, here is a quick 
list of possible choices : 

- clean 
- do other less important 
homework 
- catch up on leisure 
reading 
- do laundry or dishes 
- plan your future 
- exercise 
- re-work your resume 
- shop online 
- check e-mail or facebook 
- watch CNN 
- go to work 
- grocery shop 
- watch a tv or movie 
marathon 
- clean up your computer 
- visit friends 
- go to a LAC 
- listen to friends agonize 
over SIPs 
- sun bathe 

Students Have Even More to Complain About, Too Busy Studying to Study 
By OTIS JACK 
Puts Off Studying to Write Articles 

Laurie Strode K' 12 spent the 
entire summer before tarting classes 
at K College filled wIth cl"che 
excitement and anti IpatlOn . After 
all, that fall she would take part in 
the unique experience of becoming 
an incoming freshman in college! 

A promlslllg young biology 
student, Strode looked forward to a 
collegiate-level Evolution & Genetics 
class, as well as her freshman 
seminar and Spanish 102. However, 
Strode was unprepared for the ever
impeding, registrar-unidentified 
fourth K class : stUdying. 

"I just reached a point where 
1 was too busy studying to study. 
Who could've guessed that stUdYlllg 
for studying would be such hard, 
confusing work?" explallled Strode, 

who claimed to have substantial 
experience studying in high school. 

Strode IS one of many K 
students who are overwhelmed by the 
massive time-commitment of studying. 
"r figured college would be difficult," 
said Strode, "and even assumed that 
responsible studying would cut into 
my down time or partying on the 
weekends, but I never thought studying 
would cut into my studying time. r just 
jon't understand how upperclassmen 
do it." 

But this phenomenon of students 
being too busy studying to study is 
not just new to thiS year's incoming 
freshmen . Carrie White K'IO has felt 
the weight of studying for all three 
years of her tenure at Kalamazoo. 

"Once my schedule became 
dominated by studying fall quarter of 
my freshmen year, I marched down 

to the regi strar and demanded an 
explanation. They had me email three 
people I'd never heard of and asked me 
to meet with someone who no longer 
even worked at the college," explained 
White, "Thanks for the help registrar! 
I've haggled with them every year 
since, but to no avail." 

Pausing mid-sentence, White 
sprinted to catch up with friends on 
their way to the library to study and 
shouted back, "Sorry, I can't finish the 
interview, I've got so much studying 
to do tonight." 

However, despite the impending 
doom studying presents for Kalamazoo 
students, there are a few ways to 
escape. For most senior5 at K, such as 
Ash Williams, they evolve from being 
too busy studying to study, to being 
too busy partying to study. 

"Look, I did the whole studying thing 

for three years, but with Moonshine 
Mondays, Tipsy Tuesdays, Wasted 
Wednesdays, Thirsty Thursdays, Far
Gone Fridays, Soused Saturdays, and 
Sozzled Sundays, I just don't have 
time for that whole 'studying thing ' 
anymore," Williams explained, air
quotes and all. 

The one other study-avoidance 
loophole lies in choice of major. 
While Biology or Chemistry majors 
may never escape the burdens of 
studying, some majors allow for 
students to escape the ever-present K 
monkey on their backs. 

A recent student survey produced 
highly conclusive results. When 
asked which major requires the least 
amount of studying and lightest 
workload, the campus responded 
almost unanimously: "Theatre 
Majors." 

• 
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THIS WEEK IN SPORTS 

Softballs Kept Cold for Hot Game 

Tupperware Coach Scores Big 
By JESSICA MAAS 
Tiller of Gold 

New Head Softball Coach Jesse 
Collins-Davis comes to Kalamazoo 
from Florida, where he's worked 
most of his adult life as a Tupperware 
consultant. 

"[ don't actually care that much 
about softball," he said, "so I'm hoping 
that won't be a huge problem at a 
school that is so supportive of its team. 
I've heard attendance has been record
breaking!" 

Collins-Davis said that his 
experience includes a lot of knowledge 
about working with women, though he 
did point out that more men work for 
Tupperware than anyone's willing to 
admit, and great expertise in "coaching" 
new consultants to successfully sell 
their products. 

"I was one of the top sellers for the 
company right away," he said. "They 
offered me the position of President of 
the company within six months on the 
job, but I just loved selling so much 
that I declined and let one of the women 
who've been there 20 years have it." 

When asked why he left his dream 

job to become K's softball coach, a job 
well-known to be cursed with its ability 
to run coaches off, Collins-Davis 
answered, "Oh, I don't really plan to 
coach. Women are capable people; 
the captains can take care of that kind 
of stuff. This is more like a witness 
protection thing, a cover job for me 
so I can sell Tupperware without my 
parents knowing. It's a secret." 

K's only male athletic trainer, who 
wishes to remain anonymous for fear of 
having his Tupperware-Ioving identity 
outed, was reportedly so excited about 
Collins-Davis's presence that he locked 
himselfin his office to plan a welcoming 
Tupperware party. He's only been in the 
Tupperware business for a little over a 
year, since one of his favorite athletes 
mentioned what a great idea it would 
be, and has plans with Collins-Davis 
to start marketing orange Tupperware 
products to parents and students as part 
of a "Hornet Health" line. 

"Isn't that just a great idea?" 
said Collins-Davis. "I'm so bummed 
I didn'l think of it before. All these 
athletes can put healthy things in their 
tubs and bowls-fruits and vegetables 

and leftovers-and tben on the outside 
it'll say "Kalamazoo College Hornets" 
and have a little picture of a Hornet. 
I'm just so excited!" 

It is rumored, tbough, that his new 
team is a little bit less than excited. 

"Can someone just find us a real 
coacb, please?" one upperclassmen 
player said. "I mean, is it really so 
mucb to ask for tbe athletic department 
to get us someone normal? I don't know 
where they find tbese people." 

Tbe newest member of tbe Hornet 
family plans to host a party for team, 
complete with complimentary "Summer 

Fruit of the Season" Tumbler Sets. 
"Tbose are so sick!" he exclaimed. 

"They're brand new-tbe girls are 
going to be so psycbed, I can't wait to 
show them. They come in sets of four, 
with pictures of fruit on tbe front. Tbe 
purple one has grapes, the green one 
has pineapples, etc. And the best part? 
They're dishwasher safe!" 

Collins-Davis comes to K with 
Henri, his wife of ten years, and their 
two cbildren. 

Since he's not really coaching, 
maybe K College won't be able to run 
him off. Just don't tell his parents. 
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Wilson-Oyelaran Encourages Sustainability and Community 
By EILEEN WJLSON-OYELARAN 
President 
Dear Fellow Hornets. 
Welcome to the 2009-10 academic year. 

We are very pleased to welcome our 391 
first-year students and . seven transfers. 
and it is wonderful to see returning 
stud.:nts back on campus. K is now filled 
with the energy we miss so much during 
the summer. 
ThIs promises to be a very exciting year. 

"--------------
Regardless of our differing perspectives, our goal 
is to create a community in which everyone is 
welcome and treated with respect and fairness. 

" 

is welcome and treated with respect and 
fairness. During the upcoming year 
we will have many opportunities to 
think together about the elements of a 
community that is fair and just. These 
discussions Will be sponsored by the 
Center for Social Justice Leadership, one 
of our newest and most eXCIting initiatives 
on campus. Stay tuned for more 

There are many new faces on campus 
and much to learn. As this year begins, 
I hope each of you will spend a moment 
reflecting on two issues: sustainability 
and community. 

K College is a signatory to the American 
College and University Presidents' 
Climate Commitment. By signing 
this document, the college has made a 
commitment to develop and implement 
a plan to reach carbon neutrahty A 
committee of trustees, students, facuity, 
and staff spent most of the summer 

discussmg our climate action plan and it 
will be presented to the Board of Trustees 
in October Be sure to stay tuned for more 
information on this. 

water by foregoing those long hot showers; 
keeping our campus beautiful; and 
protecting the quad by using the paved 
walkways. 

As the year begms, make an effort to 
expand your community. Take time 
to talk with a fellow student who sees 
the world from a different perspective 
from your own. Find a way to identify 
common ground. Spend time getting to 
know the faculty and staff. They have so 
much to share with and learn from you. 
VO to an athletic event, see a play, take a 
faculty or staff member to lunch. Study 
hard. be safe and enjoy!! 

Our commitment to the environment 
requires much more than a focus on carbon 
neutrality. Every day each of us has an 
opportunity to'make choices that can foster 
a more sustainable environment. Here are 
a few choices to consider: turnmg off your 
computer when it is not in use; conservmg 

One of the special things about K is the 
wonderful people who compose this vibrant 
learning environment. Each of us comes 
to this campus with nch expenences that 
inform our values and beliefs. Regardless 
of our differing perspectives, our goal is 
to create a community in which everyone 

Again. welcome and have a great 
academic year. 

Eileen B. Wilson-Oyelaran 
President 

Fall 2009: Weir's State of the Campus Address IN TIllS ISSUE 
By ANNE WEIR 
Student Commission President 

Fellow Students, 
It has become a 

tradition of sorts for the Student 
Commission President to address 
all of you at the beginning of each 
school year, and I am honored 
to have the ability to follow this 
tradition. Although I'm sure we 
are all missing summer vacation 
already. it is always wonderful to 
return to K and start a new year. 
It is also a very exciting time for 
the first-years because you are 
experiencing college for the first 
time! One of the main things that 
I have learned at K is that time 
truly does fly; it seems like just 

yesterday I was sitting in my 
first-year seminar with a group 
of friends I had only known for 
a few days. I hope that everyone, 
regardless of class, can slow 
down and take a few moments 
tins year to enjoy the college 
experience, seeing that it goes 
by so quickly. 

What I would like to 
stress to all students this year 
is the idea of getting involved 
with our campus coinmunity. 
K is unique in its quality and 
number of student organizations, 
so I hope that everyone takes 
advantage of this and goes to at 
least a few stUdent organization 
meetings or events this year, 
even if it's just to broaden your 

honzons. Student organizations 
are also a great way to meet 
people who share your interests; 
whether you are a first-year or 
even a senior. meeting new people 
is always a positive experience. 

Volunteering is also a 
great way to get involved, and 
it benefits the campus as well as 
the surrounding community. You 
could take a few hours out of 
your week to help tutor children 
at Woodward Elementary, or 
serve food at the Ministry with 
Community. These activities 
require a relatively small 
aJJ?ount of your time, but create 
a large positive impact on many 
people's lives, as well as the 
greater Kalamazoo community. 

Volunteer work is not just a great 
way to help the community, it is 
also a wonderful way to meet new 
people or become closer to people 
you already know; volunteering 
is a rewarding experience for 
everyone involved. 

Finally, I urge all 
of you to get involved with 
Student Commission. Although 
it may be too late to run for a 
fall position, you can run in 
the winter and the spring for 
a position on the commission. 
Even if you never plan on being 
on Student Commission, it's easy 
to get involved through voting 
in elections, the first of which 

See STU COMM, Page 6 
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Hometown: Gross IIe, Michigan 

Year: Sophomore 

Major: English, with an Arts Studio minor 

What consumes your life at K? Farms 
to K, softball, my local impact living 
learning house, and all of my lovely 
friends. 

TV show you could watch til the end of 
time: Hey Arnold. 

Favorite article of clothing: Thermal long 
johns 

Quote to live by: "No good fish goes 
anywhere in life with a porpoise." -Alice 
in Wonderland . 

Place you're most likely to be found 
haunting on campus: The bathroom ill 
Crissey basement. It's the best bathroom 
ever. 

F al'orite flower: Peony. They smell so 
deltclOus. 

If you could only wear one color of 
c1othingfor the rest o.fyour life, which 
would you pick? I'd say white. If you 
wore white, you could just roll in the dirt, 
roll in the grass, make youself a palette 
and turn mto anythmg you want to be. 

-CollecnLawrence K'12 

ON THE QUAD I The Index, September 24, 2009 

Letter from the Editors 
Welcome [back] to campus! We hope 
that everyone is enjoying first week 
and getting settled into a routine. The 
three of us feel very privileged to 
have the responsibility of providing 
you with the goings-on not only 
around campus, but out in the larger 
society as well, and we look forward 
to the year ahead and the changes and 
happenings that will occur therein. 
We encourage all of you to pick 
up the paper every Thursday, and 
welcome any comments, criticism, or 
suggestions you may have for us-
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please direct these toward index@ 
kzoo.edu. It is our goal to produce 
the best possible paper we can, 
and any remarks that you have will 
assist us in this effort. Thank you for 
making K a great place to be-we 
have faith that you' ll provide us with 
prodigious events to write about. 
Have a great year! 

Best, 

Jessica Maas, Sara Whalen, and 
Colleen Lawrence 

THE INDEX 
Executive Editors 

Jessica Maas 
Sara Whalen 

Colleen Lawrence 

Head Copy Editor 
Will Cheatham 

The Index encourages reader response in 
the form of letters to the editor. The Index 
reserves the right to edit for clarity, length. 
grammar and libel. Nso reserved is the 
right to not print letters to the editor or to 
pont them in their entirety. Signed letters 
are preferred. but unsigned letters dealing 
with sensitive issues will be accepted and 
printed at the discretion of the Editorial 

Board. 
Letters should be submitted via e

mail by midnight on the Sunday before the 
issue in which they are tn appear. Please 
contact The Index with any further issues 

or inquiries. Please· keep letters to 300 
words or fewer. 

The Index makes no endorsement of 
the points of view and opinions expressed 
in articles or letters appearing within its 
pages. All opinions are the work of the 

authors. 

Contact Us 
1200 Academy Street 

Kalamazoo, Michigan 49006 
index@kzoo.edu 

~ Submit your photos for Photo of the Week to index@kzoo.edu. 
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"I'm for 
it; I'm 
for the 
public 
opinion. 
I think 
that a 
lot of 

its criticism doesn't hit 
on the main issues. It's 
not too ambitious, but I 
wish that Obama hadn't 
tackled something that 
Clinton failed at as his 
first policy change.· 
-Alex Holtzman K'10 

"I'm in 
support 
of it 
because 
I think 
that it'll 
provide 

_____ ..... more 

quality health care to all 
people. Thousands of 
Americans were 
living without health 

care before this plan ... 
those people deserve 
to have quality health 
care." 
-Philip Jackson K'12 

support 
universal 

health 
care. I 

think 
everyone 

should 
have a right to health 

care-it's like a human 

"I think 
that, 

despite 
not 

knowing 
much 
about 

right." 
13 

it, the ~--'-____ --' 

opposition is going to 
have to come up with 

better arguments than 
the ones they currently 

have, specifically the 
ones geared toward 

the people who have 
the best health care

those aren't the people 
who would benefit from 

it. They need to argue 
against it toward people 

in my demographic
people who don't have 

the best health care." 
- Kelly Bush K'12 
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"Choose hope over fear" For Healthcare Reform 
By HUTCH PIMENTEL 
Staff Writer 

Between 46 and 55 million Americans 
under the age of 65 are currently without 
health insurance. There is a push by 
President Obama and some members of 
Congress to pass health care reform that 
will work to insure every American, and 
provide them with quality medical care. 
Why should you care? 

on Grandma. This is not being done to 
provide health care to illegal immigrants; 
85 percent of the uninsured are native or 
naturalized citizens. We will not become 
a socialist nation; if having government 
options competing with pri vate businesses 
constituted socialism, then the postal and 
education systems have already begun the 
revolution. Not to mention that there are 
already government subsidized health care 
programs (Medicare, Medicaid) that have 
been around for more than 40 years. A 
government run option will not destroy the 
private option, merely provide insurance 
policies and care to those who can't afford 
it currently. 

" 
We will not become a social
ist nation; if having govern
ment options competing with 
private businesses constituted 
socialism, then the postal 
and education systems have 
already begun the revolution. 

Hutch Pimentel 
Sophomore 

" 

Because, although young adults 19-
29 comprise only 17 percent of people 
under 65, they make up 30 percent of the 
uninsured non-senior population. We are 
the largest uninsured group in America. 
We have the most at stake in this move to 
reform, so arm yourself with knowledge. 

Fear monger tactics are being used 
indiscriminately to confuse and complicate 
what should be a non-issue. Health care 
should be available to every American, 
regardless of their income. There will 
be no death panels; there will not be 
a jury ruling on when to pull the plug 

And if you think the private 
option is flawless, I would draw your 
attention to Assurant Insurance, who was 
just ordered to pay $10 million in damages 
to Jerome Mitchell. After Mitchell tested 
positive for mv they revoked his policy, 
showing an "indifference to Mitchell's 
life and a reckless disregard to his health 
and safety," according to the Chief Justice 

in the case. (Read more at http://www. 
huffingtonpost.coml2009/091 17 linsurance
company-must-pa_n_289841.html). 
Assurant claimed that Mitchell had been 
previously notified of his condition before 
getting a policy, although there was no 
evidence to back up the accusation. 
Although this is a particularly egregious 
example, it's a symptom of a larger problem 
with many insurance corporations. Many 
people are denied coverage due to "pre
existing conditions," which are often up 
to the definition of the company. In some 
states, this can include victims of domestic 
abuse, firefighters, and pregnant women. 
In order to maximize profits, the insurance 
companies often look for any way possible 
to avoid having to actually provide the 
coverage their customers pay an arm and a 
leg for. 

No one should go bankrupt to pay 
for health care. It is understandable that 
RepUblican politicians, with the hands of 
insurance companies buried deep in their 
pocket, would oppose health care reform, 

but the average citizen will not be harmed 
by these changes. It should not be a question 
to provide help to those who need it. 1 
would like to think that Americans would 
be compassionate and reasonable enough 
to cast aside parochialism and apathy, and 
as President Obarna said "choose hope 
over fear." 

Working Nine Percent Too Hard: A B+ Equals a B-
By MARY CORCORAN 
Contributor 

Weighed down by a colossal 
bag, and two heavy eyelids, 1 
remember dragging my feet to the 
library one evening during ninth 
week, and nearly being knocked 

. off my feet by a fnend as he burst 
outside. 

Figuring he was simply 
desperate for a cigarette, and 
likely game for a chat, I slowed 
down and we launched into small 
talk. The conversation, however, 
quickly evolved into a somewhat 
jealous interrogation, led by 
yours truly, as to the reason for 
his dapper temperament and the 
jolly hop in his step. 

Why was he leaving the library 
so early? Had he no shame? 
The sun had hardly set and the 
all-too-serious countdown to 
finals had long drowned out the 
bells of Stetson Chapel. It was 

"--------------------------~--
It is hard to argue that the student who earned 36 A+s 
does not deserve something more than the student who 
earned 36 A-s .. 

without a doubt time for studying, 
paper writing, facebooking, and 
whatever else one does in the 
library. 

1 questioned him unabashedly. 
Without breaking a sweat, he 
broke it down. 

"It's like this," he said, seeming 
to wave an imaginary white flag, 
"I realized I'm on the road to a B, 
and so, because a B is B whether 
it's a B+ or a B-, I'm shooting 
for the minus and spending that 9 
percent effort elsewhere." 

1 nodded slowly, uncertainly, 
as he watched with wide eyes 
as well rusted wheels turned 
deep inside my head. While I 

Mary Corcoran 
Junior 

" continued to work out the finer 
points of his plan, he went on: 
"Imagine, 9 percent more time to 
do whatever." 

Imagine is right. With "9 
percent!" echoing in my head, 
I worked out rough grade 
calculations, and though in the 
moment I seriously considered 
cashing in my 9 percent for a nap, 
the ethical dilemma posed by this 
legitimate train of thought is one 
I struggled to justify-for a little 
while at least. The very notion 
of giving up, of not pushing for 
the A+ or the B+ when the A
or B- appears all to imminent, 
seems not to be the way of many 

Kalamazoo College students. 
But should it be? 
Failure to differentiate between 

top As and bottom As, top Bs and 
bottom Bs, lends itself to settling, 
and, to take this unnamed friend's 
way of thinking (one, it should be 
noted, that is not by any means 
exclusively his) a step further, if 
two students were to reach the 
conclusion of their senior years, 
one having received all A +s, 
and the other all A-s, it could be 
said that the former worked 324 
percent too hard, ie. (9 percent 
per class) (9 classes a year) (4 
years), because both students will 
graduate with a 4.0, or perfect 
average. 

It IS hard to argue that the 
student who earned 36 A+s does 
not deserve something more than 
the student who earned 36 A-s, 
and 1 have a hunch that this is one 
of those cases where recognition 
in the form of a higher GPA is 

in fact more gratifying than the 
satisfaction of knowing one's 
own greatness. Right? 

Well, I certainly wouldn't know 
for sure, but it seems that either 
the grading system, or those with 
36 A+s, need to be reevaluated. 
Further, having myself eventually 
taken this strategy of sacrifice 
for a spin, I find the self-defeat 
in giving up is anything but 
K-kosher. 

But to be fair, when accepting 
is so convenient and so easily 
camouflaged both to one's own 
self and to one's grade-receiving 
guardians, the bait of a minus 
only looks better. 
Spoiler: Let it be known that 
while K doesn't differentiate 
between top and bottom lettep.. 
grades, graduate schools can opt 
to recalculate GPAs, weighing 
pluses and minuses across all 
disciplines or simply for the 
intended area of study. 
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Counseling Corner: Creating Balance StuComm 
By DR. PAT PONTO 
Director of Counseling 

Welcome to ''1('' first-years 
and welcome back returning 
students! The Counseling Center 
staff (Dr. Pat Ponto, Dr. Alan Hill, 
Dr. Danielle Standish, Ms. Elisa 
Pacheco, and four new advanced 
graduate student interns) look 
forward to meeting and working 
with you! The Counseling 
Center, located right under the 
cafeteria in Hicks, is a safe and 
confidential place where you can 
come to discuss any personal 
difficulties that you are having. 
1 he most frequent reasons that 
bring about 350 students to see us 
each year are depression, anxiety, 
stress, and relationship concerns. 
ill addition to seeing students for 
counseling and writing articles 
for the Index, we also provide 
workshops and other programs to 
help you adjust to "K" and to make 
the most of your experience here, 
both academically and personally. 
Please check out our website and 
watch for announcements of our 
programs. 

"------------------------------
She began to ask herself whether "more is better" and 
decided she had to ask herself the following three 
questions ... 
Do I really want to do this now? 
Am I in a good place to do this now? 
IT not, what do I need to do now? Pat Ponto 

Director of Counseling 

------------------------------" 
Our theme for the Counseling 

Comer articles this year is 
BALANCE. We picked that topic 
because much of what we hear 
in the Counseling Center is how 
hard it is to maintain balance as 
a college student and because Dr. 
Cunningham's Methods of Social 
Research class found last winter 
that a lack of balance was an issue 
for many students at "K." 

One of the student researchers 
felt particularly strongly about 
the culture at K, which she 
described as motivating students 
through stress. She talked to me 
about changing that culture to 
a motivational system based on 
choice, responsibility to self, and 
balance. I found her idea and 
her story very interesting. 

This student reported that, 
when she first arrived at "K," 
she was so excited that she joined 
every club and organization that 
was at all interesting to her. She 
thought that doing so would 
make her feel successful and 
happy. She had lots of friends as 
well and by winter found herself 
running from one commitment to 
another and feeling very stressed 
and unbalanced. 

Finally, she "hit a wall," which 
caused her to make a complete 
shift. In the spring, she stopped 
all of her extracurricular 
commitments and slowed down 
her social activity to focus on 
herself. 

What she learned was that her 
mindset was the most important 

factor in feeling stressed and 
unbalanced. She began to 
question whether "more is better" 
and decided she had to ask herself 
the following three questions 
frequently and clearly: "Do I 
really want to do this now? Am I 
in a good place to do this now? If 
not, what do I need now?" Once 
she started to ask these questions 
and take time to listen to and 
act on her answers, she realized 
how important it was for her to 
CHOOSE carefully how she 
spent her time and energy. As 
a sophomore, she was careful 
about her commitments, had 
fewer expectations for herself, 
and focused on staying in 
charge of her life. She reported 
feeling much healthier and more 
balanced, and experiencing a real 
sense of well-being. 

So, the first "lesson" in 
creating balance is to take time to 
stay in touch with yourself and to 
choose carefully how you spend 
your time. More is not necessarily 
better. Feeling a sense of balance 
and well-being IS better - and 
a place from which most real 
learning and growth takes place. 

continued from Page One 

IS taking place this Friday, 
September 25"' in Hicks from 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Or you can be 
mvolved slIDply by expressing 
your concerns about your K 
experience to a member of the 
commissiQn. It is our job to 
correctly represent all of you, 
so your involvement will help 
us do the best job that WI; can. 

As most of you know, last 
year was filled with change 
for the Student Commission. 
We created both a new 
constitution and set of bylaws, 
and this year will be filled 
with implementing these new 
docmnents and changes. Even 
though adhering to new policy 
can be rocky at first, I hope that 
all of you can have confidence 
in us throughout the year; the 
changes were made in order 
to better represent the entire 
student body. 

Thanks, and have a wonderful 
09-10 school year! 

Anne Weir 

13~w[tfv13vLttcv 
College organizations have long 

known the secret to getting students' 
attention. We've all sat through our share 
of info sessions for Economics Club or 
International Student Organization (no 
offense) just for the free pizza or ice cream. 

ingredients. Because the banana adds 
some sweetness and moisture, there's 
a bit less butter and sugar than there 
otherwise would be-by a bit of a stretch 
you can tell yourself, as I do, that this is 
actually a healthy snack. 

Oatmeal Banana Chocolate Chip Cookies 
By BRITfA SEIFERT 
Staff Writer 

112 cup mashed ripe banana (about 1 
medimn) 
112 cup packed brown sugar 
114 cup butter, softened 
114 cup granulated sugar 
I teaspoon vanilla extract 
1 large egg 
I 114 cups all-purpose flour 
2 cups old-fashioned oats 
I teaspoon baking soda 
112 teaspoon salt 
112 cup semisweet chocolate chips 
Cooking SprllY 

1. Preheat oven to 350°. 
2. Combine first 5 ingredients in a large 
bowl; beat with a mixer at medimn speed 
until smooth. Add egg; beat well. 
3. Combine flour, oats, baking soda, and 
salt in a medimn bowl, stirring. Add flour 
mixture to banana mixture in bowl; beat 
with a mixer at medimn speed until well 
blended. Stir in chocolate chips. 
4. Drop batter by heaping tablespoonfuls 
onto baking sheets coated with cooking 
spray. Bake at 350° for 18 minutes or until 
golden. 

The same logic can be applied to 
making friends. At the time of year when 
everyone's scoping out new faces and first 
impressions are key, why not better the 
odds offinding lasting friendship by arming 
yourself with a plate of great cookies? 

I discovered this recipe over the summer 
and was intrigued by the combination 
of some of my favorite things ' - bananas, 
chewy oatmeal cookie-ness and, most 
importantly, chocolate. I fell in love 
and spent more time than I care to admit 
licking oatmeal cookie batter off a spoon. 

The recipe is pretty simple and few in 

As with any cookie, experimentation 
is key. Add raisins or toss in M&Ms 
instead of chocolate chips (though I'd 
suggest poking the M&Ms into already 
scooped cookie dough Imnps, as they'll 
burn if touching the cookie sheet). 
I once mixed a spoonful of peanut 
butter into the batter for a nice flavor. 

Though we may hail from little 
Marshall, MI to L.A. to China, everyone 
speaks the language of warm, fresh-baked 
cookie. With a bowl, a cookie sheet, a 
few baking ingredients and a banana, 
these cookies are easy to make--even in 
the dorms. I promise you'll be popular. 
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Meet the K Fall Sports Teams 
Men and Women:S Cross Country, 

Men and Women's Soccer, and Volleyball 

Compiled By LISA PHILLIPS, SAM COLTON, VATSAL BAJPAI AND 
STEFAN DYLEWSKI 

Volleyball - Sarah Thomasma 
Current Season: 6-7 
Last Season. 8-22 
0111he season thus far: "We're 6-7, but haven't played a lot in our conference 
yet. We're looking forward to conference matches this week," 
Strengths: "We had a solid core coming into this year; we only losl a couple of 
players." 
Is beach volleyball the same as regular volleyball? "On 'Shaq Vs.' he 
challenged Misty May and Kerry Walsh, the Olympic champions, He thought 
it would be easy, but they destroyed him. They make it look easy, but it's not. 
We'd like to think we can compete really well in beach volleyball, but it's 
basically for us like wearing clown shoes and trying to play." 
Come see: "Volleyball doesn't have a game during Homecoming, but the 
weekend after homecoming (October 24) is like our Homecoming, we play 
Hope, it'll be great competition." 

Men's Cross Country - Elvin Caldwell ill 

Colleen LeonanI 
K' 12 (at left) tips 
a ball over the net 

during a game 
against Manches
ter earlier this 
quartet 

Brooks Thyn K' 11 
(at right) sets up 
his shot at a golf 
matchatacompe
tition this quarter. 

COLUtesy oj Steve 
~en 

Current Season: 6th last week at the GLCA Championships 
Last Season: 7th in MIAA 
Strengths: "Our energy and the way we 'vibe' during our 40 to 2000 miles a 
week." 
Challenges: "Health." 
Why watch cross-country? "There are no breaks in action, you just run." 
Who would win in a mile, you or Usain Bolt? "Usain Bolt is the fastest 
human ever. He runs a lOO m in 9.58 seconds, but low-key, EI Cal can run a 
7.9, so you do the math." 
What do you run in? "Compression shorts, ONLY!" 

Men's Golf - Andrew Fisher 
Current Record: 8th place 
Last season: 7th place . 

7 

Strengths: "Team chemistry; in practice we really try to help each other out." 
Challenges: "We have small numbers - there are only 7 golfers on the team, 
and 5 have to play, and the best 4 scores are recorded." 
Did you guys do any team bonding activities? "We played tennis one day." 
Come see: "This Thursday, we have a home match at the Millam Park Golf 
Course." 

Women Soccer - Paige Howell 
Current Season: 1-3-2 
Last Season: 7-11-1 (2-6-1 in 
MIAA) 
Strengths: "We are all in great 
shape; the freshman class is 
especially dedicated. Also we 
possess the ball well." 
Challenges: "Our finishing is 
probably a little off. Also because 
we are so young (11 freshmen) we 
still need to come together as a 
team, though a freshman did start 
our pre-game ritual." 
What is this pre-game ritual? "The 
team acquired a bowling pin that 
everyone has to touch before every 
match." 
Is there a professional team that 
you guys are comparable to? 
"Liverpool. " 
Come see: "Obviously, we would 
love to have great fan support at 
every home game but our home 
MlAA opener versus Albion on the 
6th of October will be big." 

Men's Soccer - Nick Robell 
Current Season: 0-3-1 
Last Season: 6-13 (3-11 in the 
MIAA) 
On the season thus far: "After a big , 
win against Western we struggled 
a little, but we just held nationally 
ranked John Carroll to a 0-0 tie and 
we are definitely on the upswing 
going into MlAA play." 
Strengths: "Our back four 
and overall team defense are 
phenomenal. " 
Challenges: "Our finishing in the 
final few yards." 
What are some pre-game rituals that • 
the team has? "The freshmen have 
been coming up with new cheers 
before every practice. We also have 
the infamous ziggizagi cheer." 
Come see: "On October LOlli we play 
Albion at home. Our coach used 
to coach for Albion, so for the last 
couple of years the games have been 
fairly competitive; they're kind of 
our cross-toWJl rivals." 
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Meet the K Fall Sports Teams Football- Nic Helmstetter and 
James Hutchinson 

.I 

Women's Golf, Football, Women's Cross Country Current Season. 2-1 
Last Season. 2-8 

ORNETS' 
SCHEDULE 
............... . ... , .. 
24 MEN'S GOlf 

MIAA JAMSORfE 
1:00 

2~ WOMEN'S 
VOLLEYBALL AT 

HOPE 7:00 

215 WOMEN'S 
VOLLEYBAll VS. 

OUVH 11:00 AM 
FOOTBAll VS. 

BLUFFTON 1:00 
................................. ... 1 ... 

27 WOMEN'S GOLF AT 
DEPAUW 

INVITATIONAL 

26 MEN'S GOLF MIAA 
JAMSOREE AT HOPE 

1:00 

29 MEN'S SOCCER VS . 
ADRIAN 4;00 

31) WOMEN'S 
VOLLEYBAll AT 

SAINT MARY'S 7:00 
WOMEN'S SOCCER AT 

T~INE 4:00 

Compiled By LISA PHIlLIPS, 
SAM COLTON, VATSAL BAJPAI 
AND STEFAN DYLEWSKI 

CcJry McCain K'U (above) catches a touch
down pass. 

Brandon Luczak K' lO (top right), quarteIback, 
receives the hike to begin a play. 

Megban Twner K'12 (bottom right) lines up a 
put 

Courtesy o/Steve Wideen 

Women's Golf - Ashley Arnoldi 

How does it feel to have a winning 
record? "Fantastic. We're on a 
winning streak for the first time in 60 
years." 
On last weekend's 48-37 win over 
Manchester College: "We scored 34 
pomts in the second half. We played 
fiat in the first half, but we came out 
tough in the second and it was the 
difference between night and day." 
Strengths: "We have much older 
receivers and offensive line, and 
we've been much more consistent 
catching the balJ." 
Corne see: "This weekend we play at 
home. Also, Homecoming is always 
good, everyone is always hyped and 
we always play our best." 

Women's Cross Country - Amanda Dove 
Current Season: Finished 5th last week (GLCA ChampIOnships) 
Last Season: 3rd in MlAA 
Strengths: "We have a lively team that is a lot of fun to be around and also 
very supportive of each other." 
Challenges: "We're always looking for new runners." 
Come see: "This Saturday at Hope." 
Why watch cross-country? "Meets are short." 
Why do you like to run? "Running makes me happy and I like the people who 
run. It's social and a good way to relieve stress." 

Current Season: 6th out of 9 at last week's MIAA Jamboree 
Last Season; 6th oul of 9 
Strengths. "So far, every match, our score has improved as a team." 
Challenges: "Lack of players. We have 4 golfers on the team this year. 4 is the 
minimum to compete." 
Have you ever tried to hit a golf ball with a hockey stick, Happy Gilmore style? 
"Not with a hockey stick, but I have tried to hit it like Happy Gilmore, with a 
running start. It didn't work out so well." 
So the movie is a complete falsity? "I have seen people hit it very well that way. 
You have to have incredible hand-eye coordination, because you're running and 
swinging at the same time. But it can be done." 
Do golf skills translate into mini golf skills? "Unfortunately no. I feel like if we 
could get people to believe it was just like mini golf we could get a lot more 
players." 
Come see: "The one home match we have, which is next week Thursday." 
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Campus Announcements Reborn Through Portal 
By KEVIN MINOR 
Staff Writer 

In the weeks following the Sept. 15 reminder 
of the impending retirement of the former campus 
announcement system, the role of e-mail in the 
new system has been misconstrued: the new 
campus announcement system is not completely 
abandoning the email format. 

Your search returned more results than can be displayed. 
248 results for "campus announcement" in Inbox. Clear t 

o From ~ubject 

o campus Announcem ... The Zoo A 
"You can make the portal e-mail based if you 

want," K Director of College Communication 
Jim Van Sweden said. "That's a very important 
message to get across." 

o campus Announcem .. . 

It is a relieving message for some. Those 
that miss opening their inbox every morning to 
various campus news items are just a few clicks 
away from returning to the status quo. The key 
advantage of the new system is the ability of the 
student to decide when and how they receive their 
daily dose of camous wide news. 

o campus Announcem .. . 

See ANNOUNCEMENTS, Page 4 

o campus Announcem .. . 

campus Announcem ... 

campus Announcem ... 
Screenshot of Webmaillnbox 

Frelon M 

A cappella 

Michigan Promise Scholarship at Risk for Cuts 
By Wll.LIAM CHEATHAM 
Head Copy Editor 

'The state-funded and merit-based 
Michigan Promise Scholarship risks 
elimination from the fiscal year 2010 
state budget. A proposal set to ehminate 
the Promise altogether passed last 
Wednesday In a joint House and Senate 
hIgher education committee. Next the bill 
goes before the fun House and Senate for 
a vote; if passed. it goes to Gov. Jennifer 
Granholm. who has stated publicly that 
she will veto the bill. 

NEWS 
PartIal CORE Drug and Alcohol Survey 
results revealed. 
Students share opinions on HlNl 
threat. 

pg.3 

But with an impendmg Oct. I deadline, 
lawmakers are struggling to cut the state's 
initial $8 billion budget proposal by 
the $2.8 billion gap in available funds. 
Indeed. every proposal circulating the 
Capitol would cut budgets for every state 
agency and department by an average of 
15 percent. The historically vulnerable 
Promise Scholarship may be eliminated 
completely 

Students across the state are imploring 
legislators to continue funding the 
Promise. Students demonstrated support 
for the Promise by joinmg rallies, e-mail-

ENTEKfAINMENT 
CBS's "The Good Wife'" tackles 
new territory by addressmg female 
perspective in political sex scandal 

pg.5 

wntmg campaigns. and online groups. 
One Facebook group named "Keep Our 
Promises"-of which Alex Morgan K'll 
IS an administrator-had 1,464 members 
as of the morning of Sept. 29. 

According to K's Director of Financial 
Aid Marian Stowers the Michigan Promise 
Scholarship is the primary source of 
state-funded aid for K students. Awards 
total $4,000 over the first three years 
of undergraduate study to students who 
achieve high test scores in high school. 

See SCHOLARHSIDP, Page 3 

OPEDS 
Liberal arts education is still attainable 
with new curriculum. 
Abuse occurs at G-20 economic 
conference. 

pg. 7 

HINI 
Campus Update 
By ELLEN JILEK 
Staff Writer 

News, presentations, and opinions 
abound concerning the new HINI fiu 
virus and how it should be combated. 
Although it seems like the wealth of 
news about it lately may be overkill, 
there's no such thing as too much 
information, especially information on 
how to prevent the spread of the virus 
on a small campus such as K's. 

"We're convinced we'll have it on 
campus," said Lisa Ailstock, PA-C 
and Director of K's Health Center 
Services, citing the figure that 25 
percent of people who get the virus are 
in the 5-24 age group. She added that 
the virus would most likely make an 
appearance sometime after orientation 
week. 

It's common knowledge that college 
campuses, with so many people 
living, working, and studying in close 
quarters, pass contagious diseases and 
viruses around with ease. As such, 
it's highly unlikely that K won't see 
an outbreak of HINI this year. The 
school's health center is focusing on 
prevention in order to minimize the 
virus' effect. 

"We need to limit the spread, and 
let it pass," said Ailstock. 

Since the new strain behaves just 
like the common influenza, students 
can take similar steps to reduce its 
chances to spread. These measures 
include wiping down commonly 

See H1Nt, Page 5 

SPORfS 
Weekend preview of MSU vs. UofM: 
Football. 
Kzoo Power Rankings 

pg.8 
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CJa/re Garner 
Hometown: Traverse City, Michigan 

Year: Sophomore 

Fal'Orite jTavor ofjildge: Oreo, it's an up
north thing. 

Name some I'iees, VHI's reality 
television: "Rock of Love," "Real Chance 
of Love 2," "Tool Academy," "I Love 
New York," .. and trash television in 
general. 

Anything you parlieularily enjoy about 
the eaf? No. 

Fal'orite doml meal: Mmm, the double 
pack of Easy Mac-- you have to combine 
them. 

Is there anything )'011 simply can) sleep 
without> Alii need to do is close my 
cyes-- as long as I can do that, I can sleep 
anywhere through anything (chern class). 

Do you hOl'e any addictions? Tetris. 

What cartoon would YOlllol'e to lil'e !II? 
South Park. They run into aiJens and Al 
Gorc-- how could you not love it? 

I nolice ),011 hal'e a book called I LOI'e 
EI'ery-bodv. Yeah, read the rest of the 
title: And Other Atrocious Lies. 

- Lynd<;ay Nuyen K' 12 

ON THE QUAD I The Index, September 30, 2009 

Letter from the Editors 
Dear Readers, 

In our quest to cover campus news, occasionally an event slips under 
our radar. We ask you, our readers and supporters, to bring any event you 
deem newsworthy to our attention. We are here to serve you, and with your 
suggestions and feedback, we hope to improve and expand the information 
we cover on Kalamazoo's campus. Don't hesitate to email us at index@kzoo. 
edu, and be sure to check us out online at kzooindex.com. 

Best, 
Sara Whalen, Jessica Maas, Colleen Lawrence 
ExeClilil'e Editors 

Sen.iors! 
THINKING ABOUT SWITCHING 

TO THE NEW CURRICULUM? YOU MUST 

SWITCH BY THE END OF THIS Q1JARrER. 

Attend the New Curriculum Workshop 

TONIGHT at 5:00 in Dewing 103 

Follow US on Twitter @!(zoo_Index! 

THE INDEX 
Executive Editors 

Sara Whalen 
Jessica Maas 

Colleen Lawrence 

Editorial Staff 
Amanda Geer, Web Editor 

Frances Hoepfner, Assistant Web 
Editor 

William Cheatham, Head Copy Editor 

1be Inde, encourages reader response 
in the fann of letter.; to the editor. 1be Inde, 
reserve, the right to edit for clarity. length. 

grarrunar and libel Also reserved is the right to 
not print let"''' to the editor or to print them in 
their entirety. Signed lett"" are preferred, but 
WlSigned letter.; dealing WIth sensitive L\Sue:. 

will be accepted and prutted at !.he discretion of 
!.he Editorial BoanI. 

Letters should be submitted via e-mail 
by midnight on !.he Sunday before the ",we ill 
which they are to appear, Please onnt""t The 

Inde, with any further issue:. or mquine;. Please 
keep letters to 300 words or fewer. 

The Inde. makes no endorsement of 
the points of view and opmioos expressed in 

articles or leuers appeanog within its pages. All 
opuuoos are the wad< of the authors. 

Contact Us 
1200 Academy Street 

Kalamazoo, Michigan 49006 
index@kzoo.edu 

Submit your photos for Photo of the Week to index@k:zOO.edu. 
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Select CORE Survey Results Revealed 
Results of the Feb. 2009 CORE Drug and Alcohol Survey were partially released. The anonymous 

survey was given to 1,000 K students and garnered a 31 percent response rate. Dean of Students Sarah 
Westfall and Brian Dietz, Director of Student Activities, spoke Monday. Sept. 28 at an event disclosing 
some of the results. Partial results were released in the hopes of fostering discussion about what the 
results mean, and what steps the school should take to educate its students about alcohol. Following an 
identical presentation by Dietz and Westfall on Oct. 13, the full results of the survey will be released. 

~~~ have drank 
V V 50rmore 8 f? t of Kalamazoo studen" that co~ alcohol in the last year. 80% 

had consumed in the last month. 

~ drinks in one 
~ V sitting. 5+ drinks 
~ is considered "high 
risk level" or binge drinking. 

92% of students have not been in trouble with the college of police. 

Nearly half of 
Kalamzoo College 

students (49%) 
say that they have 
experienced peer 

per('~ 
q,o' '?,. 

::: 0 (lJ ..., 

.;; 'A 
g' 5-
... (l) 

~ ~ 
~ £?. 
<Il Q.' 
~ 0" pressure. 6'(;Nra~ 

85% of students 
have not missed 
a class due to 
alcohol use. 

60% believe that alcohol facilitates sexual opportunities. 

68% say the SOCial 
osphere at K promo 

tltrt1 alcohol use. t~s 

Compiled by Colleen Lawrence and Sara Whalen 

or more times in 
the past year. 

SCHOLARSHIP: Possible Financial Aid Loss 
Continued from page 1 

About 400 students at K would 
lose that aid if the Promise were 
eliminated. 

Also vulnerable to major cuts 
or even elimination in the budget 
are the two state-sponsored 
need-based scholarships: the 
Compelltive Scholarship and the 
T Jillon Grant 

If the bill passes, the College 
would face a reduction of 
approxi fRately $765.000 in tuition 
assistance from the Promise 
Scholarship alone. Should all 
three scholarships be eliminated. 

K's tuition assistance would be 
reduced by nearly $1.6 million. 

To respond to an increase in 
students' financial burden, K 
stands "poised and ready to help 
as many students as we can, 
starting with students with the 
most need," says Ms. Stowers. 
New sources of aid will vary per 
each student's circumstances, 
but will likely include loans and 
college-sponsored grants. 

Taryn Edsall K·B. who 
relics on the Michigan Promise ' 
Scholarship tor part of her 
financial aid. said not only would 
the elimination of funds force 

her and other students to find 
new sources of funding, but "it 
was a waste of time to take all 
those tests that dido't count for 
anything else" but the scholarship 
qualifications. 

Nick Nutile K'I3 echoed that 
idea, saying he'd rather not lose 
the money, but "I'd still be able 
to come back [to K]." Without 
the Promise Scholarship. Taryn 
could also return. Undoubtedly. 
though, many K students, and 
students across Michigan. will be 
burdened by the loss of financial 
aid from the state should the bIll 
pass. 

really. If I get the swine flu I will 
have a great excuse to miss class." 

-Brad Moss K'10 

3 

"I'm not very worried about it. I feel 
as though the media is hyping it 
into a huge deal. I've heard more 
people die from the regular flu." 
-Molly McDonald K'10 

"I am not worried about it because 
it is just like the regular flu but 

more difficult to cure. Who really 
dies from the flu?" 

-Kelley Gavigan K'10 

• lUI ... 

"I live off campus so I am not too 
worried about It. I do not live in 
close proximity with multiple stu
dents." 
-Jared Andrzejewski K'10 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Portal Provides New Home 
Continued from page 1 

"If! go to my portal I can find 
out what's going on without 
getting all these e-mails," van 
Sweden said. "But on the other 
hand, if I want to I can opt to 
get all thesc as an e-mail." 

There are several additional 
advantages linked to the 
implementation of this new 
system, including the ability 
to share longer news stories 
accompanied by photographs 
in the Campus News section 
of the portal. But no system is 
perfect, a fact that has become 
worrisome to some students. 

"I don't think it allows 
for student organizations 
to effectively reach all of 
campus," Dana Schmitt K' I 0 
saId. "If you don't sign up for 
emails you might not see the 
~ouncements. " 

While the new portal is 
deSIgned to allow certain 
e-mails to be sent to every 
student's mailbox through the 
student information scction of 
the portal, the nature of these 
campus wide e-mails is not yet 
clear. 

"The information for 
students is deSIgned to bc 
really vital mformation that's 
important to your success at 
K," Van Sweden said. "[t 
goes to a gatekeeper and thIS 
gatekeeper decides." 

What happens if the 
gatekeeper decides that a 
certam armouncement is not 

vital to the well being of K's 
student body? . 

"There is a concern," Van 
Sweden said. "Not everythmg 
will go into people's e-maIl 
unless they have chosen an 
option." 

But students can set up their 
accounts to receIve campus 
armouncements in their inbox 
in the time it takes to update 
a Facebook profile. This 
perceived drawback of the 
new system may be one of its 
underrated features. 

"I think it makes [students) 
more responsible for their 
communications," Van Swedcn 
said. "But it also gives students 
more choices." 

Whether this is a trade-off 
students want to make remains 
to be seen. 

"I think everything was fine 
how it was," Beth Kiel K' I I 
said. "Maybe it will work III 

the long run but I don't know 
of anyone who understands or 
wants it." 

The implementation of an 
entirely new system is a lengthy 
and often arduous process, but 
Van Sweden believes that it is 
merely a matter of time before 
the students of Kalamazoo 
College appreciate the benefits 
of this change. 

"When you're used to 
something," he said, "it takes 
a period of time before you 
get familiar with a new system 
and feel like 'Oh yeah, this is 
good.'" 

Join The Index! 
Weekly meetings Sundays 

at 7:00 p.m. in 

The Index office (Hicks 116). 
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Center for Career and Professional Development 

An Intro:Preparing for Life After K 
By JOAN HAWXHURST 
Director of CCPD/Guilds 

Welcome to the first biweekly 
column from the Center for Career 
and Professional Development. 
We look forward to sharmg with 
you in this space in every other 
issue of the Index. 

In this first column, I'd like to 
introduce you to our philosophy 
and our staff. In subsequent 
columns, other members of the 
CCPD team will share more about 
the programs and services that we 
offer to support students as you 
consider how best to prepare for 
"life after K." 

The mission of the CCPD is to 
create meaningful connections to 
the world of work, empowering 
Kalamazoo College students 
to explore, identify and pursue 
their diverse interests, values 
and passions, and to develop a 
framework of skills, networks and 
knowledge for successful lifelong 
career plarming and professional 
development. 

As humans, we all want 
meaningful work, but we may not 
know how to find it or recognize 
it. I like to invoke the wisdom of 
Howard Thurman, pastor, poet, 
critic and educator: "Don't ask 
what the world needs. Ask what 
makes you come alive, and go do 
it. Because what the world needs 
is people who have come alive." 

We in the CCPD are here to 

The U.S. Department of Labor estimates that 

today's students will have held between 10 

and 14 jobs by the time they are 38 years old. 

help you come alive, to identify 
and seek meaningful work that 
will take full advantage of your 
interests, skills, values and 
passions. We won't give you 
a simple answer or hand you a 
single job description, for what 
you do as a professional after 
college will undoubtcdly change 
over the course of your lifetime. 

The top ten jobs in 20 I 0 likely 
didn't exist in 2004. The U.S. 
Department of Labor estimates 
that today's students will have 
held between 10 and 14 jobs by 
the twe they are 38 years old. In 
today's rapidly changing world 
of work, great value is placed on 
the ability to think critically and 
creatively, to make connections, 
and to apply knowledge and 
experience to new situations
exactly the skills you can develop 
atK. 

This broad-ranging 
interdisciplinary preparation for 
professional life has been part 
of K's legacy for generations. 
During a campus visit last spring, 
alurunus Bill Williams '7 I, 
Executive Vice President for 

the Bank of New York Mellon, 
described the preparation he got 
from K--a political science major, 
foreign study in Turkey, and a 
Peace Corps English teaching 
assignment in Tunisia--for an 
international banking career he 
never anticipated. "Kalamazoo 
College prepared me for a job I 
didn't even know existed," he 
said, "in fact, one that probably 
didn't exist at the time I 
graduated." 

To help you make the most 
of your K preparation, the CCPD 
has a staff of three full-time career 
counselors who are available to 
meet with students for individual 
and small-group sessions. Amy 
Auer, Jackie Srodes, and Rachel 
Wood counsel students as they 
seek to pursue their passions into 
the professional world. Stop by 
first floor Dewing or check out 
the CCPD website (http://reason. 
kzoo.edu/ccd/) to learn more 
about the assessment tools, print 
and on-line resources, networks 
and connections that can help you 
find and follow a career path that 
makes you come alive. 
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HINl: K College Prepares to Take On Likely Flu Spread 
Symptoms of the Hl Nl Virus and Seasonal Flu 

• Fever greater than 100 F 
• Cough 

• Sore throat 
• Runny or stuffy nose 
• Body aches 
• Headache 
• Chills and fatigue 
• Sometimes you can experience 

vomitting and diarrhea 

Be sure to head to your room and seek 
medical attention if you've got these 

symptoms! 

Continued from page 1 
touched areas, coughing into your 
sleeves, and cleaning dorm rooms 
a little more often than normal. 

However, if a student does 
get sick, the thing to do is quite 
simple. "Stay in your room, stay 
isolated," said Ailstock. She 
would also like to see a buddy 
system of sorts in place among 
students, where friends watch 
each other's backs for signs of 
the illness, and make sure their 
"buddy" is confined to their room 
should they have signs of the 
HINI virus. 

Ailstock is most concerned 
about not knowing whether 
students are sick, which would 
severely limit the Health Center's 

ability to properly take care of 
the ill student. "People don't take 
seriously the isolation plan," she 
said. Students should notify the 
center if they think they have 
the virus. To prevent any kind of 
major outbreak, the best thing a 
student can do is actually to go 
home, if at all possible. 

If this is something that 
can't be done, resources around 
campus are set to help anyone that 
gets sick through the illness as 
smoothly as possible. According 
to Ailstock, Sodexho will provide 
meals to any student confined 
to their room due to the illness, 
and that "professors will be more 
flexible" in helping students make 
up work. 

The truly major update on 
HI N I that the Health Center will 
be providing is the virus' vaccine, 
which is scheduled to be ready in 
October. As a government funded 
vaccine, it will be offered ~,e of 
charge. 

So, until October, K should be 
ready for anything and everything 
flu-related to happen. But, as 
Ailstock said, don't panic. The 
Health Center has a system 
ill place in case the virus hits 
hard, and also has Western's 
Sindecuse Health Center and 
Bronson Hospital for backup if 
it's necessary. 

"This is the flu," said Ailstock. 
"Take it seriously, but don't panic 
about it." 

* * * * 1 ''The Gcxxl WIfe" Reveals Female Struggle Post-Scandal 
By JESSICAMAAS 
Executive Editor 

In the new CBS series 
"The Good Wife," two clasped 
hands-{)ne male, one female
are shown in the opening sequence 
walking down an empty hall and 
into a press conference. When 
the man steps up to the podium 
the hands break, and the woman 
stands dutifully behind her 
husband as he tells the media that 
he has resigned, but that he was 
not involved in any of the illegal 
activity of which he is accused. 
His wife remains quiet, staring at 
the floor as she performs the role 
of the good wife, supporting him 
regardless of what he's done; that 
is her job. 

It is not until they are 
behind closed doors again that 
she slaps him, and the story shifts 
instantaneously. "The Good 
Wife" steps into new, compelling 
territory as it takes a story that 
occurs all-too-frequently- John 
Edwards, Bill Clinton, and the 
list goes on-and shockingly 
zooms out from the man's tale to 
bravely examine the intricacies 
and choices associated with being 

the often-overlooked wife. 
Julianna Margulies 

is Alicia Florrick, a former 
defense attorney who gave it 
all up when she married a man 
who later became involved in a 
high-profile sex and corruption 
scandal. Now, with her husband 
in jail and mounting court costs, 
Florrick returns to the legal world 
only to find it not quite as easy 
to pick back up as she may have 
liked: she struggles for the right 
phrases in court, she lacks the air 
of confidence that her colleagues 
exude, and she discovers that 
she's competing with a recent 
Harvard-law grad and that she 
must fight to keep her husband's 
name from tainting her own. 

Thihgs aren't much 
better at home, where her nagging 
mother-in-law currently resides 
and her children spend mote time 
trying to dodge the news videos 
of their father with prostitutes 
than they spend time with their 
mother. 

The story itself is 
not a new one. Many women 
have struggled to re-enter the 
workforce before, and many 
more women (and maybe even 

men) will continue to do so in the 
future. And the scandal aspect is 
so normal these days that it has 
a specific script, including lots 
of public apologies and pleas 
for forgiveness by the men and 
maybe a statement or two (or a 
book) from the betrayed wives. 
What is distinctive in this story 
is the tact with which the tale is 
told; there is a candor and yet 
thoughtfulness behind the show's 
desire to dig under the surface 
of Florrick's identity and paint 
the nuances of the choices she's 
forced to make: How can she help 
her kids and keep her job? What 
should she do about her marriage? 

As an actress, Margulies 
displays tremendous control over 
Florrick's facial expressions. It 
is her ability to speak without 
talking that makes her character 
relatable; by quietly exposing 
Florrick's thoughts and 
insecurities when it comes to her 
husband's indiscretions and her 
own adjustments to being back 
in the courtroom after so long, 
Margulies creates a sympathetic 
character and renders a story worth 
watching. She is surrounded by a 
large group of other strong actors, 

Screenshot of "The Good Wife" 

but it is Margulies as Florrick that 
exists at the center of everything. 

Near the end of the 
pilot the in-house investigator 
working with Florrick says what 
many women across the country 
have wondered about Hillary 
Clinton or Elizabeth Edwards: 
that she doesn't understand why 
Florrick stood by her husband, 
that she herself would've stuck 
a knife in him. Florrick replies 
"I always thought I would too, 
when I heard about those other 

scandals, the other wives. I 
thought, how can you allow 

yourself to be used like that? And 
then it happened, and I was ... 
unprepared." "The Good Wife" 
serves as a reminder that it is a 
not a black and white, clear-cut, 
superficial world out there, but a 
multi-faceted one filled with lots 
and lots of gray, and that when it 
comes down to it, there is no"One 
way to be a good wife. 

CBS, . Tuesdays at 1 0 
p .m., Eastern and Pacific times; 9 
p .m. Celltral time 
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W[t}v13vLttar Incorporating Fresh, Local Food 
By BRITTA SEIFERT 
Staff Writer 

Pasta a la 
Farmers' Market: 

1 medium zucchini, sliced 
and cut in half 

1 medium summer squash, 
sliced and cut in half 

2 medium carrots, peeled and 
sliced 

1 bell pepper, cut into chunks 
1/2 large onion, chopped 
4 or 5 radishes 
1 24 oz. can white kidney 

beans (also called canellini beans) 
drained 

1 24 oz. can diced stewed 

and add onions. Spn'nkle 
1 tablespoon each basil and 
oregano over onions as well 
as 3/4 teaspoons each salt 
and pepper. 

Saute onions until 
barely tender, then add 
carrots, zucchini, squash, 
bell pepper and a bit more 
olive oil to saute. Sprinkle 
on more basil, oregano, salt 
and pepper to taste. 

While veggies cook, 
begin boiling water for the 
pasta. Cook according to 
directions on box. 

into my bag. 

the radishes lose their bite 
when cooked and develop a 
great flavor, and adding carrots 
to nearly anything makes me 
happy. The white beans work 
really well with all the veggies, 
and using multigrain pasta brings 
it all together. You can add any 
vegetable that sounds interesting 
- broccoli? asparagus?-and I'm 
sure it would be great. 

tomatoes. 
olive oil 
2 tb balsamic vinegar 
dried basil 
dried oregano 
salt and pepper 
j box whole grain pasta, 

fosilli or penne 
;Heat olive oil in large pan 

Add the diced tomatoes, 
with the juice, and balsamic 
vinegar. Cover the pan and allow 
to simmer for several minutes. 
When pasta is cooked, drain 
and stir into the sauce. Top with 
parmesan cheese. 

Serves six hungry college 
students. 

Farmers' markets bring 
out the impulse buyer in me. 
I see the pretty colors - the 
yellow summer squash and 
bunches of big orange carrots, 
red Michigan apples and leafy 
romaine--and pretty soon I'm 
carrying my own body weight 
in produce, trying to squeeze 
one more bunch of radishes 

I came up with this pasta 
dish over the summer, after 
being given a bag of zucchini 
and summer squash that I didn't 
quite know what to do with. 
I gave them a try with a little 
olive oil, basil and oregano, 
and these vegetables quickly 
became favorites. Surprisingly, 

There are many places
car dealerships, for example-
where buying something simply 
because it's nice looking and 
an interesting color isn't the 
best idea. At farmers' markets, 
though, you can't go wrong. 
The odd purple cauliflower 
might end up in the best salad 
you've ever made and that 
stumpy kohlrabi is just an 
opportunity to try out a new 
recipe. In the end, it's all about 
simplicity and creativity, things 
that have color and go "crunch," 
and some good olive oil. 

Op-ed: One Kalamazoo, One Step Closer to Full Equality 
By ALLiSON LAROSE 
Contributor 

At this time last year, young 
people all across the country were 
organizing for what would be the most 
histoncally significant presidential election 
in decades. Spurred on by the possibility to 
create "change," those who participated in 
it wondered whether there would ever be 
such an opportunity again. 

Only a year later, that opportunity 
is here. Literally, here in Kalamazoo. 

Many residents, college 
students. and the One Kalamazoo non
profit organization are working to foster 
"change" in the city's Non-Discrimination 
Ordinance. The ordinance currently 
prohibits discriminatory practtces on 
the basis of an individual's race, color, 
reli@on. national origin. sex. age, height. 
weight. marital status, phYSIcal or mental 
disability. or family status in the provision 
of Iwusmg, public accommodations. and 
employment. 

Many people don't know that 
currently it is legal in Kalamazoo for 
someone to be fired frO}D their job simply 
because they are gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
or transgender. It is also perfectly legal to 
deny a person housing or access to public 
accommodations, such as restrooms, 
because of their sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 

On Dec. I of last year, the City 
Commission amended the ordinance 
to include sexual orientation and 
gender Identity. A month later, those 
opposed to the changes submitted a 
valid referendum petition and the City 
Commission repealed the ordinance. 
On August third, it adopted a resolution 
supporting the ordinance and placed it as 
a question on the November third ballot. 
Now. you may be wondering how addmg 
these three words to the non-discrimination 
ordinance in a medium-sized town m west 
MichIgan could pOSSIbly Implement any 
kind of meaningful change. Better yet. why 
is the ordinance even important? 

The most obvious answer is 
that including sexual orientation and 
gender identity in the ordinance will bring 
Kalamazoo one step closer to full equality 
for all of its residents. A well-qualified, 
hardworking person should not have to 
wonder how they will be able to pay their 
bills if they get fired from their job for 
simply being gay. 

This ordinance will also 
enable city government to catch up to 
the many large corporate businesses 
that already have LGBT inclusive 
nondiscrimination policies in place. 
Furthermore, the passage of this ordinance 
has the potential to sway other cities 
in Michigan and even across the country 
(only twenty cities in Michigan have 
enacted. similar protections, about nmety 
CIties and counties across the country). 
Indeed. this ordinance has drawn atteulJon 
nationally by organizations that both 
support and oppose LGBT rights. 

Even if you are not gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, or transgendcr, or you don't live 

in Kalamazoo year-round, this ordinance 
should be important to you. First, you 
probably have people in your life that could 
potentially be affected no matter what the 
outcome is on November third. 

Second, living in a country that 
boasts equality and personal freedoms for 
all its citizens, isn't it time to finally deliver 
on that promise? The passage of this 
ordinance will result in more just and equal 
living for the thousands <>f LGBT residents 
and students living in Kalamazoo. 

Finally, the opposition's argument 
is based on scare tactics, blatant lies, and 
the degradation of individuals in the LGBT 
community. They have claimed that if 
the ordinance passes businesses will be 
discriminated against and women's public 
restrooms will be opened to men. Please do 
not let these lies drown out the truth at the 
ballot box. 

I encourage everyone that can 
to register (or re-register) to vote in 
Kalamazoo on November third. The 
deadline for registratIOn IS October 2nd. 
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Not a Fan of New Curriculum? Make Your Own L.A. Education 
" By USA PHll.LIPS 

Sports Editor 

This year marks the switch to an 
open curriculum at Kalamazoo College, 
without the majority of general education 
requirements. 

... the Open curriculum is an Opportunity to strengthen 

our liberal arts identity rather than diminish it. 

this with the idea that this was valuable to 
their intellectual growth, but rather that 
they had to do so. 

Thus, I believe that the open curriculum 
is an opportunity to strengthen our liberal 
arts identity rather than diminish it. It !!ves 
us an imperative to explain our liberal arts 
values to our students, instead of merely 
requiring them to take general education 
requirements without explaining why. 
Now, as students choose their education 
path, we as a college now have an urgency 
to convince them what a liberal arts 
education means and why a variety of 
classes is important. 

Lisa Phillips 
Senior 

spring that we could switch to the 
" 

The one criticism that I've heard time 
and again is that this switch is eroding at 
our liberal arts identity. How can we claim 
to offer students a liberal arts education 
without requiring a spectrum of classes 
from different disciplines? Isn't the very 
essence of liberal arts about broadening 
one's knowledge in all areas, rather than 
merely taking classes in one's interests? 

I certainly agree that a liberal arts 
education is about more than just taking 
classes that fit your career or tailor to your 
passions. It's about learning to critically 
think and expanding one's knowledge of 
the world, and this is undoubtedly done 
through classes both inside and outside 
of one's area of study. I still remember 
when, as a first-year Political Science 
major, I took" 19th Century Art" to fulfill 
my history credit. This class challenged me 

beyond any of my other classes that year 
- I had no idea how to analyze art. But I 
emerged with a newfound appreciation of 
both Impressionism and the discipl ine in 
general, one that continues on today. This 
is at the very heart of what a liberal arts 
education should do. 

However, the essential point missing 
is that this still can be done with the new 
curriculum. Students still can choose to 
take a wide range of classes. It's just a 
matter of convincing them that they should 
do so. 

Right now, from what I've seen, 
many students are not convinced. I still 
remember when we seniors found out last 

new curriculum. Cries of "Thank 
goodness I don't have to take that dreaded 
science class!" were rampant. Many 
students used it to avoid a discipline that 
they just couldn't get themselves to take a 
class in. They were missing the point of the 
liberal arts education, and they've been at 
a liberal arts institution for three years now. 

How can we say, even before the 
switch, that we were a liberal arts college? 
Shouldn't students at a liberal arts college 
understand what is at the very essence 
of liberal arts? Even when we required 
students to take classes in different 
disciplines, many students didn't approach 

In our career-oriented world, this 
certainly isn't easy. It may mean more 
advising, more discussion of the value of 
liberal arts, more coordination between 
disciplines; what else, I don't know. 
But we as a college should take this 
curriculum switch as a challenge. Let's 
make ourselves known as a liberal arts 
institution not through requirements that 
are meaningless to students, but throu a 
learning philosophy that the whole student 
body understands. 

Oberlin Students Wrongly Arrested at G-20 Economic Conference 
By FRANCES HOEPFNER 
Assistant Web Editor 

Okay, so I have to admit: 
I love Twitter. Is it entirely 
useless? Yeah. pretty much. But 
I've grown to love it. I don't 
go out of my way to follow 
a lot of people, but I do keep 
in touch with one of my close 
friends, Katy, a sophomore at 
Oberlin College. Around 1 a.m. 
on Sept. 26, she posted: "Peter 
V arrested in a park while G20 
medic-ing. Arrested wi large 
group of people, so hopefully 
will be let out. Jesus - this is 
my friend". 

Those last words hit me the 
hardest. "This is my friend." 
Imagine sendmg one of your 
best friends to help out at a 
major national event, and tLe 
next thing you know, he or she 
IS arrested for no particular 
reason. 

The G-20 economic conference 
took place m Pittsburgh this 
past week. The conference 
IS a meeting of 20 et:onomic 
powers comprising 85 percent 
of the world's gross national 
product. Every year, certain 
Oberlin students choose to go 
to th.: conference to protest. 
Though the conferences promote 
internatIOnal cooperation and 
economic diSCUSSion, they also 
encourage a focus on capitalism, 
and m tum, draw thousands of 
protestors every year. ThiS past 
year 30 Oberl n student; attended 
the conferen,;e; three of them 
spent time in jail. 

The two students I have a 
particular interest in are Mary 
Claire, a freshman at Oberlin, 
and Peter, . Katy's good friend. 
Arrested in the sanle group of 
about 56 students, neither of t~em 

was doing anything particularly 
wrong. The two were trymg to 
leave a park that was the site of 
a late night rally when the police 
closed in around the park. and 
things started to get out of control. 

Students weren't allowed to 
leave peacefully, as all of the 
surrounding streets had been 
blocked off, and in tum, they 
were forced to go into this park. 
There, the pohce forced everyone 
m the area to lie down and put 
their hands behind their backs. 
And then they were all arrested. 
And for what? Trying to leave? 

They were detained for an 
evening, where police were in 
no way respectful. They took the 
battery from Mary Claire's phone 
after she tried to call the ACLU, 
and even after her release, it was 
not given back. Additionally. 
multiplt' students had nervous 

breakdowns in the process of 
being detained, and Mary Claire 
was not allowed to help them 
calm down. In many cases, it 
seemed like the Pittsburgh police 
acted with less maturity than 
some of the student protestors. 

As I read more about the 
goings-on at the G-20 conference, 
I found myself truly concerned. 
How unimagmably terrifymg to 
have been arrested in a city that 
you don't live in for a crime you 
didn't commit. Or, how equally 
frightening to have a good friend 
innocently detained for who 
knows how long. 

The abuse towards students 
at the G-20 conference shocked 
me. Not only is the concept of 
being arrested horrifying, but to 
also have to deal with police who 
wouldn't un-handcuff students to 
let them go to the bathroom; p~lice 

... 
who arrested a girl gomg out 
for a jog and not even involved 
in the G-20 conference at all; 
police who fed these students a 
maxinmm of two oranges and 
some saltine crackers over a 
time span of about 36 hours. 

The happenings at 
the G-20 conference couldn't 
simply go unnoticed, and for 
students at Oberlin· not much 
different than the ones he. > 

at K-it felt all too relevant. I 
hope the issues that occurred in 
Pittsburgh gain more attention 
around the country, so this kind 
of unfair treatment doesn't 
happen again. Exercising 
freedom of speech a 
assembly are basic American 
rights, and for college students 
to face punishment fi r 
nothmg goes against the very 
foundations of this country. 

• 
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In-State Rivals Battle for Bragging Rights 
Big-Ten Football, Michigan vs. Michigan State Head Coach Mark Dantonio has elected 
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By STEFAN DYLEWSKI 
Staff Writer 

After last season's 35-21 loss to the 
Spartans in Ann Arbor, the Michigan 
Wolverines are looking to re-claim the 
Paul Bunyan Trophy. 

The Wolverines head into Spartan 
Stadium with a 4-0 record against an 
underachieving Michigan State team 
that is hoping to salvage some pride after 
starting the season 1-3. The Spartans have 
lost three-straight games, including ones 
against Notre Dame and Central Michigan 
in which they led in the fourth quarter. 

Michigan State has struggled mightily 
against the passing game; they have given 
up a Big Ten Conference-high IO touch
down passes this season, all of which have 
come in their past three games. 

The Spartan secondary has been highly 
criticized in recent weeks for their play, and 
many have questioned the Michigan State 
defensive coordinator's decision to play 10 
different defensive backs this season. 

On the offensive side, though, 
Michigan State lights up the scoreboard, 
averaging 33 points per game. 

However, leadership and consistent 
play at the quarterback position has also 
been an area of concern for MSU, as 

to implement a two-quarterback system. 
Spartan quarterbacks Kirk Cousins 
and Keith Nichol combined for four 
touchdowns and three interceptions last 
week in a 38-30 loss against Wisconsin. 

While the Wolverines' record seems to 
suggest in-state superiority, their defensive 
play last week against Indiana was poor. 
The Wolverine defense surrendered 33 
points, 487 yards, and struggled to stop the 
run, giving up three long touchdown runs 
of 85, 25, and 11 yards. 

Late in the fourth quarter, Tate Forcier 
was left with the challenge of orchestrating 
a game-winning drive and seemed to 
have no trouble shrugging off an injured 
shoulder to throw another game-winning 
touchdown pass. 

This Saturday, the Michigan defense 
will have to deal with an underrated MSU 
ground attack lead by the powerful running 
of sophomore Glen Winston. 

Michigan will also have to prove they 
can win on the road, after 6 of the past 7 
years resulted in losses for Michigan in 
their first road game or earlier in the season. 

Michigan and Michigan State are both 
young teams that are likely a year away 
from performing as legitimate conference
championship contenders. I would like the 
Wolvennes to remain unbeaten and win 
38-28 in an offensive battle. 

Hornet of the Week 
By VATSAL BAJPAI 
and SAM COL1DN 
Staff Writers 

Brandon Luczak, football quarterback 
- The senior captain continues to light it 
up on the field, as he leads Division III 
with 421 yards per game of total offense, 
according to NCAAFootball.com. As one 
of the top passers in the nation, Luczak 
has led the Hornets to three straight 
wins and in the process passed for over 
400 yards in four straight games. With 
two explosive receivers to throw to (in 
Jimmy Semelsberger K'IO and Cory 
McCain K' 11) and a canon for an arm, 
expect Luczak to keep putting up these ~!!:!!!~~ 
remarkable numbers. PJwto Courtesy o/Sports In/omwtion 

Power Rankings 
By VATSALBAJPAI 
and SAM COLTON 
Staff Writers 

Football 
Led by Brandon Luczak K' 10 (No. 

in overall offense for Div. III) and 
his Breesian pass efficiency rating, the 
Hornets are 3-1 for the first time in years. 
The receiving corps is lead by Cory 
McCain K'll and Jimmy Semelsberger 
K '10 who are both averaging well over 
100 receiving yards per game. With the 
second ranked offense in the nation, 
according to NCAAFootball.com, hopes 
are high as the MIAA season begins with 
Kalamazoo hosting Adrian on October 3. 

Soccer . 
After a heartbreaking begmning to 

the MIAA season, WIth Hopc stealing one 
at the Zoo. the Hornets righted their ship 
with a 3-2 win at Alma. The back four, 
led by captam Nick Robell K'\O, have 
been solid, not givmg up more than two 
goals in two MlAA games. The offense 
has also been acllve: against Alma, the 
Hornets' Zen master, Phil Jackson K'I2, 
the Great Dane, Dane Carey K' II, and 
Messi incarnate Martin Blanc K'12 all 
scored. This offensive output bodes well 
for therr next game against Olivet on 
October 3"' at home. 

Golf 
The men's golf team has shown a 

marked improvement in recent weeks. 
After a slew of eighth pia e finIshes, they 
finished seventh at the MlAA Jamboree 
hosted by Tnnc Univet'SJty. Co-captaIll 
Brooks Tuyn K'l1 led the Hornets with 
75 and finished 1311> overall. Co-captain 
Jordan Fairbanks !(' 11 (76) and Senior 
Noah Oesterle (77) also finished in the top 
25. See them next at Calvin on October 5. 

Cross Country 
Stefan Dylewski K 'lOran one of the 

fastest times of the season for K(26:46) 
whde finishmg 33"' at the MIAA Jamboree 
at Hope Caleb Kline K'13 continued his 
string of strong finishes with a time of 
26:54 (3511». Wish the team luck as they 
leave for the Michigan Intercollegl3tes at 
CaivIll College on Octobl'r 9. 

Coming Next Weck: KZOO POWER 
RANKlNGS Women's Sports 
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Rideshare to be Relaunched 
By IAN FLANAGAN 
Staff Writer 

The Kalamazoo College Rideshare 
program may be returning. 

The program, created last year in 
conjunction with a class, was designed and 
run almost exclusively by students, and 
it continued operating on a smaller scale 
over the summer. According to Jon Posner, 
one of the program's founding members, 
the students who created Rideshare are 

interested in keeping the program 
running through this year and beyond, 
though they have not yet met to draft. a 
definitive plan. The program's website is 
still in operation, and there is likely to 
be more advertising similar to that seen 
around campus last year. 

The program was created in Dr. 
Kim Cummings "How to Change 

See RIDESHARE, Page 4 

Exploring and Adjusting to New Portal 
By Wll.LIAM CHEATHAM 
Head Copy Editor 

The switch to a new portal system 
from the previous system used for campus 
intranet has both caused a few headaches 
and brought improvements. 

"In many ways it is designed to be 
similar in function, in that it provides the 
gateway to many campus resources--like 
links to frequently used sites, access for 
students and faculty to academic records, 
campus news and announcements, etc," 
explained Greg Diment K'84, Associate 
Provost for Information Services. 
Additionally, "there are new resources 
(and more to come) that weren't available 
under the 'old' systems." 

For example, in an effort to reduce 
e-mail inbox clutter and increase 
communication effectiveness, a revamp 
of the previous e-mail announcement 
system tags information for specific target 
audiences, such as news "Important for 
Students," or "Important to Faculty & 

NEWS 
Students react to Chicago losing the 
2016 Olympic bid to Rio de Janero. 

pg. 3 

Staff," or "Urgent Bulletins" (e.g., 
campus closure or emergency); students 
opt for additional announcement 
subscriptions such as "Campus News," 
"Campus Events," and "For Sale, Free, 
and Lost and Found:: per each student's 
interest. 

Other motives for the switch include 
increased efficiency and coordination 
among departments sharing important 
and often confidential information. Plans 
aimed to provide increased security 
for those issues of confidentiality and 
also provide the College a sustainably 
affordable platform. In addition, an 
important strategy in the search for a 
suitable new interface was the "future
proofing" capabilities of the new service 
provider, which will give the college 
what it needs to make necessary changes 
and add updates on a regular basis. 

In response to the new announcement 

See PORTAL, Page 4 

ENTERI'AINMENT 
A review of "Evil Dead: The 
Musical" now showing at The Whole 
Art Theater. 

pg.6 

House damaged by fire PhotO/Sara Whalen 

K Students Effected by Fire 
By USA PHll.LIPS 
Sports Editor 

Fire damaged the house of six 
Kalamazoo College seniors last 
Wednesday. 

The fire began between 4:45 p.m. 
and 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 30. 
No one was home when the fire began, 
said Kevin Minor K' 10, a reSIdent of the 
house. 

The Kalamazoo Department of 
Public Safety received notification of 
the blaze at 5:00 p.m., and responded 
quickly, controlling the blaze by 5:15 
p.m, according to the Kalamazoo Gazette. 

Fire damage was extensive in one 
upstairs room of the house, located on the 
comer of Sprague Street and Crawford, 
near Kalamazoo's athletic fields. Other 

OPEDS 
Freshmen share oppion on the new 
curriculum. 
A thumb evaluation of the past 
week's events. 

pg. 7 

upstairs rooms showed signs of smoke 
and water damage, but the rest of the 
house was left untouched. 

The cause was most likely electrical 
malfunction, although the case remains 
under investigation and no official police 
report has yet been filed. 

In a heroic twist to the story, a man 
biking down the street saw the fire and 
broke into the house in an attempt to 
control the blaze single-handedly. He 
first kicked down the door and tried to 
put the fire out with a cooler full of water. 

After becoming overwhelmed by 
smoke, he exited the house, climbed 
on the roof, and continued to fight the 
fire with a fire extinguisher until the 

See FIRE, Page 3 
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Hometown: Shelby Township, MI 

Year. First-year 

[potemal) Major: EnglIsh with a mrnor ill 
International Business 

If you could extend the day by five minutes 
to do anythmg. what would it be? I would 
use the five minutes to be around my 
friends. I like to hang out with people that 
make me happy, like DlOn. 

Favorite television show that aired before 
2000? It would have to be "Alias" or 
"Charmed." I loved both of them. 

Unexpected talent. I can lift anyone IDto a 
squat. It seems to be a great party trick. 

What do you expect to accomplish at K? I 
want to become more open-mmded, well
rounded, gain life experiences. It seems 
like I was only good at one thing in high 
school. At K, I want to be able to branch 
out. 

One quote that will always be with you: 
"Home is where you make it." -Joe Dirt 

What is YOllr theme song? "Blinded" by 
Thlfd Eye Blind. 

If you could 01l~1' distinguish one color for 
tlte rest of your life. what would it be? I 
have to say bright green. 

- Dion Bullock K'I2 

ON THE QUAD I The Index, October 7, 2009 

what Z Learned at 
Co~e3e __ .. _. ________ __ 

"Let's agree that everyone that wears suits and ties 
should be drenched in fake blood at least once a week." 

-Casually-dressed English professor. 

"I agree, dogs are better than people most of the time." 
-Most likely to have "Survived by dogs" in her 

obituary. 

"Boys stnell." 
-A religion professor explains genetic 

anomalies. 

""Do not try to make your own alcohol from tlpples 
and pears from the dining hall." 

A professor who speaks from experience. 

Follow US on twitter ACzoo_lndex! 
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FIRE: 
Continued from page 1 

Department of Public Safety 
officials arrived. He then left 
the scene before he could be 
identified. "We have no idea who 
he was," said Minor. 

The six seniors living in the 
house-Kevin Minor, Henry 
Wisner, Jared Andrzejewski, 
Brandon Luczak, Ryan Case, and 
David Bandy-have relocated to 
another house nearby. 

"Our landlord has been really 
great about the whole situation 
and helped us find a house right 
down the road," said Minor. 

Fires caused by electrical 
distribution or lighting equipment 
are the third leading cause of home 
fires, according the National Fire 
Protection Association. 

Many of these fires start 
without human interference and 
are therefore difficult to prevent. 

"That's what was scary about 
it: we didn't really do anything 
that I think would be a fire hazard, 
we made sure everything was 
turned off," commented Minor. 
"I think it was just a random 
occurrence that really couldn't 
have been prevented." 

The National Fire Prevention Association reports that an 
average of 53,000 home electrical fires occur every year. These fires 
result in an average of 500 deaths, 1,400 injuries, and $1.5 billion in 
direct property damage per year. NFPA offers the following safety 

tips to prevent electrical fires: 
-Replace or repair loose or damaged cords on all electrical 

devices. 
-Avoid running extension cords across doorways or under 

carpets. 
-Avoid overloading outlets. Plug only one high-wattage 

appliance into each receptacle outlet at a time. 
-If outlets or switches feel warm, shut off the circuit and bave 

them checked by an electrician. 
-When possible, avoid tbe use of devices that allow the 

connection of mUltiple appliances into a single receptacle. 
-Place lamps on level surfaces, away from things that can burn 

and use bulbs that match thP. lamp's recommended wattage. 

Source: 
http://www.nfpa.o~/newsRelea<;eDctails.asp ?cate'~orvid=488&itemld=43193 
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seems really fanlas ic tha South 
e ca's going to be hosting. It's sad 
it won' be In Chicago, though
would've been really cool.-

- Carolyn Wa sh K'10 

I was disappointed because it 
would've been nice 0 be n prox mily 
to all the frenzy surrounding it, but I 
d dn' understand how b'g of dea it 
was until I saw he reactlons-I had 
no idea i meant th much: 
-Colleen Connor Barrie K'12 

It nk it ucks because h s was my 
to be ble to go because 

'0 Id've been so close, and ow 
It's in So A e ca I ca 't go." 

-M.U:IH DeOcho K'13 

• would be nice to have tt n 
Chlca 0, but there re plenty of other 
good cities round e orld" 
-Sri n B rkley K'10 
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PORTAL: 
The New Face ofK's Intranet 
COllfillued from page 1 

system, Cnug Isser K'I3 said "I rely more 
on the flyers as opposed to the virtual stuff, 
but I do access Moodie on the portal." 

Ben Leventer K'12 satd the portal 
"is convenient because the links are well
consolidated; but there ~ed to be links 
on the top of the page [e.g.,. "Directory," 
"Library," and "Registmr"]' that now you 
have to go to a list to find.. A lot of people 
had trouble registering for courses; there 
are still a lot of kinks to be worked out:' 

Diment noted that "we are still early in 
the trdIlSition to the portal .. so there· are still 
refinements taking place." IIc encourages 
students to aid in the transition by making 
use of the "Feedback" tab in the center of the 
portal homepage to suggest improvements 
and notifY Information Services of any errors 
or concerns. Via the "Portal Help" tab, users 
have access to phone contacts for help using 
the portal. With that active user feedback 
and the efforts of Information Services 
staff, transition to the portal may. as hoped, 
improve upon the previous intranet interface 
and serve K intranet u.~ers well. 

The Counseling Corner: 

B is for Balance 
By DANIEUE STANDISH, Ph.D. 
Counseling Center 

It s starting to sink in that school is in 
session. I wrestle with whether I should 
finish my task or take a walk down to the 
bookstore. I opt for the walk. I'm fully 
aware that I have notes to write , articles to 
read, students to meet wi th and emaiIs to· 
return. However, in the moment, I know 
that taking a brief walk is one of the most 
productive things I could do. It will help 
me collect my tlioughts and return to my 
tasks with renewed energy. 

~iany Kalamazoo College students 
adopt a "work hard-play hard" attitude 
while they are heie. Some srudents can 
maintain this lifestyle, while many students 
crash and burn. You can study too hard and 
your relationships will suffer. You can party 
or play too hard and your academics will 
suffer. Learning tlie art of balancing your 
life can be difficult, but critical because 
balance is tlie basis of life. IIere IS an easy 
acronym to help you remember how to 
achieve balance: A-C-E is for Awareness, 
Choices, and Energy. 

Awareness is being mindful of the here 
and now. It is being conscious and present 
about what you are doing right now. You 

should take note of what stresses you and 
hlternatively, what sootlies you and cairns 
you down. 

Choices are to your life like a steering 
wheel is to a car. Your choices are a major 
contributor to your path in life. Choose to 
take care of yourself by allOWlDg time for 
things you really enjoy and letting go of 
things that may be a hassle. 

Energy is to be expended at your 
discretion. We are alI finite beings witli 
limited amounts of energy. It is true that 
some people have more energy than 
others, but the tasks remains to ration 
it Discover what energizes you and be 
strategic about how your energy is used. 
Some people rejuvenate by spending qwet 
time alone, while others rejuvenate by 
being surrounded by friends . 

Having a balanced life is critical to 
our well-being, though we rarely give it 
mueh tliought. 

Take time this week to evaluate 
tlie balance (or lack of balance) in your 
life. How much time and energy do you 
devote to academics, work, relationships, 
finances, family, and future plans? Are 
there adjustments that need to be made? In 
S\llllDlary, B is (or balance and sometimes 
you just have to take the B. 

RIDESHARE: 
Continuedjrom page 1 

the World" class. which has been held 
in the winter quarters of the last two 
years. According to Posner, a member of 
Professor Cummings' class last year, "How 
to ChatIge the World" is focused "on a 
class-designed sustainability campaign on 
campus." The class is predominantly made 
up of first-years, with a smaller number of 
upperclassmen, but alI interested students 
must apply and receive a recommendation 
to get in. 

The class held two years ago created 
the Eight in '08 Program, the goal of which 
was to have 8%ofallenergy used on campus 
in 2008 come from renewable resources, 
and to reduce campus energy use overall. 
Last year's class made a commitment to 
the American College Presidents Climate 
Commitment Act, which bound them to 
reduce catbon emIssions at the College. 
The most important part of their campaign 
was RIdeshare. 

The purpose of Rideshare IS to reduce 

car use on campus by coordinating carpools 
for students going to the same or similar 
destinations. The prognun kicked off late 
in winter quarter last year. only two weeks 
before sprmg break. According to Posner. 
the class members advertised the program 
through the distributIon of fliers, t-shirts, 
and stickers. tabling at the cafeteria and 
around campus, and at special events, 
including a dance, 

Critical goals for the group this year 
are making first-year students aware of 
how the prognun functions. ramping up 
advertising around Thanksgiving and 
Christmas when students trdvel home, 
and finding a group of first-years who 
can run the prognun next year when the 
group's current members (who are mostly 
sophomores) are away on study abroad. 

Posner concluded tbat although II is 
difficult to give an estimate of the number 
of rides armnged per week, the prognun 
has likely saved "over I metric ton of 
catbon" so far. Keeping the prognun going 
will save even more. 
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By BRlTIA SEIFERT 
Staff Writer 

Apple-peach Crisp 

3 peaches 
2 apples 
3/4 cup rolled oats 
2/3 cup brown sugar 
114 cup and 1 tbsp. flour 
1 tsp. cinnamon 
114 cup butter 
1 tbsp. lemon juice 

I. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Peel apples and peaches if you wish. 

Slice and cut into chunks. In a bowl, mix 
fruit with I tbsp. flour, 1/2 tsp. cinnamon 
and lemon juice. 

In another bowl, mix oats, brown 
sugar, remaining flour and cinnamon. Cut 
butter into small chunks and mix into dry 
ingredients, cutting the butter until the 
mixture is crumbly. 

Pour fruit into 9-inch pie or cake pan. 
Evenly sprinkle on dry ingredients. Bake 
for 35-40 minutes, until the oats are toasty 
and the juiGe is bubbling. 

On my sister's recent trip to K, a friend 
of mine asked if we bake something every 
time my sister comes to visit, recalling 
some oatmeal cookies we made last year 
in Trowbridge. The truth is that we don't 
just limit our baking to Anna's trips to K. 
We bake pretty regularly at home, a habit 
that arose during lazy summers in middle 

school and which can occasionally spiral 
out of control. Things got a little out of 
hand at one point this summer, and after 
a week-long streak of banana breads, 
cookies and fruit tarts left our countertops 
overflowing, we realized we needed to 
slow down. Nonetheless, whenever Anna 
and I get together throughout the year, it's a 
given that we'll end up baking something. 

Because we started our day at the 
Farmer's Market, local fruit seemed like 
the logical place to start and, unable to 
decide between apples and peaches, we 
sprung for both (you can, of course, pick 
just one fruit or substitute something else 
completely, like pears or nectarines). We 
tend to be drawn to tricky pastry recipes 
with fancy names, but since we were 
cooking at college, simplicity seemed 
wise. We settled on a fruit crisp, which 
was easy to make and ended up being quite 
delicious. 

Besides just being really bored and 
having a fondness for raw cookie dough, 
Anna and I started baking because we 
could bake together and then share what 
we made with others. We'd surprise our 
parents with summer fruit pies when 
they came home from work or create 
ridiculously chocolately layer-cakes for 
our friends' birthdays. So it only seems 
normal for us to pop something into the 
oven whenever my little sister comes to 
visit; last weekend, when friends gathered 
to dig their forks into our apple-peach 
crisp, was no exception. 

(Above) Friends 
gather around and 

dig in to a warm 
apple-peach crisp. 
(Right) Anna Seif

ert enjoys apple
peach crisp during 

her visit to 
Kalamazoo 

College. 

----, ... ~ .. 

JdlJ6 'iA1leru ~li9ht: Michelle Lamont 

Check out senior Michelle Lamont's 
exhibit in the FAB gallery. Her series of 
paintings titled Modify, contains 6 large 
scale oil paintings exploring different 
aspects of body modifications. A reception 
will be held Satuday, October 10 in the 
FAB lobby. Check out her show this week! 
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"Evil Dead: The Musical" 
'Provides a Gory, Good Time 
By EMILY TOWNSEND 
Staff Writer 

In this day and age, where 
the theater is littered with movie
turned-musical causalities, 
"Evil Dead: The Musical" IS a 
welcome exception. The Musical 
is based on Sam Raimi's "Evil 
Dead" trilogy, which includes 
"The Evil Dead," "Evil Dead 
lI," and "Army of Darkness." 
The trilogy went down in history 
as a cult classic, while "The 
Evil Dead" became one of the 
original indie horror films (the 
movie was produced for a mere 
$1200). 

The trilogy begins as a 
terrifying story of five teenagers 
who vacation in a rural cabin, 
surrounded by a possessed 
forest with zombie inhabitants. 
By the end of the trilogy, the 
brawny protagonist, Ash, has 
traveled through a medieval 
time warp and fought an entire 
"army of darkness" with his 
strongest weapons: bad puns 
and a chainsaw arm. One begins 
to understand how this became a 
cult classic. 

"Evil Dead: The Musical" is 

a compilation of all three films 
and, of course, upbeat songs 
to help tell the gory tale. The 
cheery tendency that musicals 
offer sets up the humor and 
tone to be more like "Army 
of Darkness" than "The Evil 
Dead." That is to say, there 
are fewer demonic nightmares 
and more dirty jokes, good old 
misogynistic stereotypes, and 
at least one pun in every scene. 
It would be safe to say that a 
majority of the script'is profane. 
The comedy definitely caters 
to a certain demographic; the 
same demographic that loved 
films in the seventies, and has 
passed their poor taste to the 
next generation of horror nerds. 

Much like the show's 
humor, the violence made 
the "A" grade. Despite the 
challenge of five gory murders 
on a small black-box stage, 
"The Musical" used the same 
amount, if not more, of fake 
blood than the first two movies 
of the trilogy. Other technical 
aspects of this particular 
production seemed minimal 
and not very ambitious, like 

the simple zombie masks and 
tree costumes. However, the 
satirical, constant elbow jibing 
at unrealistic horror films and 
cheesy musicals compensated 
for any minimalist 
shortcomings. Additionally, 
the live music and Candarian 
demon tree extras were 
fantastic and actually a little 
terrifying. 

Other great acting jobs 
were seen in the five teenagers; . 
Ash, Linda, Cheryl, Scott, 
and Shelly. Adam Carter does 
a great job of filling the big 
shoes (or perhaps, the big 
chin) of the character Ash, and 
shows he really knows how to 
handle a chainsaw and famous 
one-liners like, ''Well, honey, 
you got real ugly" via the 
applause, cheering, laughter, 
and whistles that followed. It 
felt comforting to be in good 
and similar company, knowing 
that the people of Kalamazoo 
have a nerd streak, too. 

"Evil Dead: The Mllsical" 
at the Whole Art Theatre, 
Fridays and Satllrdays at 8 
p.m. throllgh Halloween. Evil Dead: The Musical 

K Seniors Weigh Post-Grad Benefits of Work Force and School 
By EMILY GUZMAN 
Staff Writer 

Some say graduate school is a refuge 
from the rat .race, that it's a place to go 
to escape the "real world." Others claim 
the real world offers a better idea of what 
someone wants and what is needed to get 
there, and it's this real-world experience 
employers seek. While the decision 
whether to attend graduate school or pursue 
a career right after college has never been 
easy, recent graduates are tackling newer 
and bigger problems. 

In today's economy. with a job 
market more unpromising than ever, 
graduates are uncertain what their futures 
Will hold after graduation day. For those 

who plan to start their career right away, 
it won't be easy. Employers expect to 
hire seven percent fewer graduates from 
the Class of 20 I 0 than they hired from 
the Class of 2009, according to a survey 
conducted by the National Association 
of Colleges and Employers. Graduates' 
woes don't end there; future grads have 
to compete for jobs with last year's class 
members still unemployed, who count 
among the 9.7 percent of unemployed 
Americans. 

WhN's on the minds of K seniors? 
Robert Cooper K' 10. an International 
Studies major, plans to take two years off 
to teach English in Japan, China, or Korea 
before he applies to graduate school. Caleb 
Waldron K' 10 doesn't see himselfpursuing 

higher education before having a few years 
of job experience. 

"I think a lot of people go to graduate 
school because they don't have a next step. 
It's the easy solution; it's something you're 
used to," he said. ' 

Several other K seniors feel the same 
way. Some plan to attend graduate school 
for fear of not getting a job. Others want 
to avoid the job-search process all together. 
However. there have always been benefits 
to graduate school: some people lack the 
advanced degree that qualifies them for 
a certaw job, some schools may provide 
stipends and campus job opportunities, and 
it often helps students build confidence in 
whichever career they wish to pursue. 

What's the advice employers 

have for our apprehensive grads? Most 
would advise them to be flexible and open 
to taking positions that initially weren't 
on their radars. Rachel Wood, a career 
counselor for the Center for Career and 
Professional Development, offered similar 
advice. 

"I would encourage them to be open 
to lots of different possibilities," she said. 
"Maybe they don't have five years of 
work experience in a certain field, but they 
have had great experiences here at K. It's 
unportant for them to know how to take 
a job descriptIOn that says 'we're looking 
for someone with this and this'. and how 
to take your experiences and make them 
match that. That's what they're looking 
for." 
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Support for Chicago Not a Mistake for Obama 

" By HUfCH PIMENTEL 
Staff Writer 

Last week., while we sat in classes, 
there was a conference in Copenhagen. The 
International Olympics Committee met to 
decide where the 2016 Summer Olympics 
would be held. The cities in the running were 
Chicago. Tokyo. Madrid and Rio de Janeiro. 
And for the first time in history. an American 
president made the trip to support and speak 
on behalf of an Olympic bid. Both Barack 
and Michelle made heart-felt speeches in 
support of Chicago. their hometown. hosting 
the games. 

Chicago s failure to secure the bid was not his [Obama s] failure; 

there were many, many other forces at work in the conference. 
II 

assume that he did not carefully weigh 
his options. Were there more important things 
that he could've been working on? Maybe, 
but at least Obama was actively participating 
in something he cared for deeply and not 
disappearing off the map for weeks at a time 
(a la Bush). 

Did Obama make the wrong decision? 
Chicago didn't make it past the first round 

of votes, with Rio de Janeiro winning in the 
final round against Madrid. This will be the 
first Olympics to be held in South America, 
and there have been continued accusations 
that 10C is staunchly anti-American from 
many different parties. Chicago's early cut 
has fueled this fire, but the majority of the 
news coverage in America has been more 
focused on Obama's involvement. 

Democrats and Republicans alike. Although 
Obama upon his return said. "I have no doubt 
that it was the strongest bid possible, and 
I'm proud that I was able tp make that case 
in person," there are those who are calling it 
ol!e of the biggest embarrassments to date. 
Rush Limbaugh called it the worst day of 
his presidency and said that he "wasted his 
country's time. and his prestige." But some 
people. like Democratic strategist Paul 
Begala. see it as courageous. even if it was 
unsuccessful. 

Obama attempted to lend his well
respected oratory and persuasion skills to a 
cause that he felt truly passionate about. Was 
this a little foolhardy? Yes. but hindsight is 
20/20. There was enormous confidence 
in Chicago's victory. Obama had a chance 
to lend a hand to a cause he truly believed 
in. and he took it. I would think it unfair to 

No. He put his best foot forward. and things 
didn't turn out as he and others hoped they 
would. Chicago's failure to secure the bid 
was not his failure; there were many, many 
other forces at work in the conference. Obama 
was given outrageous expectations at the 
beginning of his presidency. and as people 
are beginning to realize his mortality they are 
becoming unduly outraged. This may not be 
one of his brightest moments, but I doubt that 
it will follow him much beyond the end of the 
week. 

This loss by the Chicago bidding team 
has brought on a flurry of comments from 

First-Years Not Concerned with Curriculum Changes 
By IAN HANAGAN, MARIHA 
PIDCOCK &ANNlE BF1..L 
Staff Writers 

As first-years. without 
direct knowledge of how K 
functioned before we came here 
in September, we were surprised 
to discover the controversy which 
pervades Kalamazoo College's 
campus: what to make of the 
new curriculum? Is a liberal arts 
college still a liberal arts college 
without administrative guarantee 
of breadth and depth? We would 
like to address this debate. 

The college prides itself on 
its liberal arts (or "liberating" arts. 
as they told us during orientation) 
and with this curriculum 
change. K may become the most 
"liberated" of all liberal arts 
schools. 

Liberal arts students leave 
college with a broad academic 
history, but these students have 
not experienced one important 

element of education: true 
academic choice. now available 
under K's new curriculum. 
Academic advisers and faculty 
may encourage latitude, but 
students have the power to make 
sure every class they take is 
worthwhile to them and fits into 
their K plan. We are confident that 
most K students will deliberately 
choose broad academics. K 
College should not counter the 
strict plans at other colleges with 
a strict plan of its own. Some 
students will choose a narrow 
path of study But then. why is a 
K education for that student more 
worthwhile than an education at 
another college? Because here 
the student chooses that path; has 
opportunity and encouragement 
to study various subjects. ChOice 
makes education one's own, and 
when something is owned, it is 

always worth more to the owner. 
The news of the curriculum 

change occurred too close to our 
application deadline to affect 
our decisions. The concern that 
students will not experience 
the same diversity as previous 
students is valid. However, to 
be an adult is to make decisions 
for oneself. The college aims 
to create self-thinking adults. 
Adversity encountered in taking 
required classes can also be met 
in a distant professor or tedious 
text A student focusing narrowly 
on one subject is essentiaJJy 
no different from an apathetic 
student in the back of a 19th_ 

century philosophy or thermal 
physics classroom. 

First-years have a different 
vantage point on the curriculum 
change than students already at 
K. The lack of a shared core may 
open the doors for a divide. One 
may say that this could define a 
new generation; students who 

matriculate after the curriculum 
change will slowly integrate 
themselves into the school. 
transforming and fe-creating the 
K experience so that students 
who matriculated before the 
curriculum change may feel 
their trials and experiences are 
undermined. 

What can we make of 
this? Is this even true? Is a divide 
sure to come? It seems unlikely 
to us. The K experience will 
always be something unique. 
Each generation will be different 
and change will come. It is our 
hope that the changes made will 
be improvements, that we are 
growing towards the ideal school 
where students will leave with the 
ideal education. We cannot say 
we are there now, so subsequent 
changes must be expected, but we 
cannot let this undermine the core 
experience of being here with 
these people and the commitment 
to education. 
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Thumbs 
By Ly/Uisay Nuyen 

Up 
· .. to the football team 

for scoring a big 15 points! 
Unfortunately. Adrian managed 

to score a mere 47 more. 
... for Fire Prevention 

Week's smokin' hot mascot: 
Smokey the Bear. 

... for stocking the vending 
machine near the 24-hour 

center with Panera-style Baked 
Lays; they're delicious . 

. . to the softball team 
for having what looks like an 
actual season in the making! 

... to all of those out there 
sporting Ray Ban Wayfarers

they're awesome. 

Down 
... to a new II1Nl vaccine 

scheduled to be released this 
Tuesday-no more excuses to 

skip that 8:30. 
· .. to that mouse we see 

everyday asking, "Who moved 
my cheese?" Double thumbs 

down since the Portal royally 
sucks. 

... to American Apparel (no 
explanation necessary). 
· .. to the cold and rainy 

weather. Has anyone noticed 
how slippery Academy's bricks 

are in the rain? 
... for having to write an 

essay regarding why we choose 
to switch to the new curriculum. 

.., 
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HORNETS' Women's Tennis Coach Resigns 
0-o 

By JESSICA MAAS 

S C H E DULE Executive Editor 
Head Women's Tennis Coach Sarah Johnston announced 

Tuesday, Oct. 6 that she will step down from her position effective 
Oct. 30 in order to stay home with her children. In her two seasons, 
Johnston compiled a 23-20 record (10-6 MIAA) and led the team 
to a 3"' place MIAA finish last spring. A nationwide search will 
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begin immediately for her replacement. 
Courtesy of Sports Information 

Football's Concussion Crisis 
By KEVIN MINOR 
Staff Writer 

Football is a violent game. A game 
predicated on large men colliding with 
each other seemingly harder than is 
humanly possible. It is this violent 
nature that has helped football become a 
national obsession. 

But it is this violent nature that 
makes football players some of the most 
prone to injury in sports. The amount and 
severity of head injuries throughout all 
levels of football is staggering. 

Forty-seven percent of high 
school players will receive at least one 
concussion this season, according to the 
National Center of Injury Prevention. 

The New York Times states that 
more than 50 high school players have 
died or received critical head injuries on 
tbe football field since 1997. 

Adding to tbis problem is the fact 
that a concussion is more difficult to 
diagnose than a pulled hamstring or 
dislocated shoulder. Because of this, 
players frequently receive inadequate 

treatment for bead injuries and return to 
the field prematurely. 

Tbe repercussions are scary. Recent 
studies released with the cooperation 
of the NFL have found an increased 
occurrence of mental illness in retired 
players. These diseases, including 
dementia and Alzheimer's disease , have 
led to depression and even suicide. 

Steps have been taken at all levels 
to try and prevent head injuries and 
their repercussions. Rule changes bave 
been made to limit excessively violent 
head-to-bead collisions, and helmet 
tecbnology improves every year. 

But concussions persist. All the rule 
cbanges and technology in the world 
cannot offset tbe violence inherent in 
the game. It is unrealistic to think that 
anytbing outside of playing two-hand 
toucb every Sunday will completely 
eliminate this issue. 

It is the violent nature of football that 
draws America into tbe sport and fills 
tbe seats of botb stadiums and hospital 
rooms every weekend. 

Hornet of the Week 
By VATSAL BAJPAI 
and SAM COLTON 
Staff Writers 

Chelsea Smith K'U 
Soccer Captain, Center Back 

Tbe junior co-captain and reigning MIAA 
Defensive Player of the Week helped the Hornets 
to two sbut-outs to begin MIAA play. Thanks 
in large part to ber dedication and intensity in 
the backfield, the starting goalkeeper, Courtney 
McCoy K'13, bas an incredible 1.81 goals 
against average. 

Women's Sports 
By VATSAL BAJPAI 
and SAM COLTON 
Staff Writers 

Soccer 
(4-4-2 MIAA: 2-0) 

Led by C.J. McCarthy K'J3 
(tcam leading 5 goals) and with stellar 
defensi ve work from captain Chelsea 
Smith K·ll. the Hornets remain 
undefeated in MlAA play. They started 
well in the MlAA with a 5-0 clobbering 
away at Trine. "We are now entering a 
very important stretch of games with 
three tough MIAA opponents, and 
we would really appreciate some fan 
support to make K a hostile environment 
for our rivals." said Paige Howell K'IO. 
Come support them at Homecoming on 
Oct. 17 when they bost Olivet. 

Volleyball 
(7-10 MlAA: 2-5) 

Led by Colleen Leonard K'12 
(team leading 161 kills), the Hornets 
recently defeated Olivet College for 
their second MlAA victory. Allison 
Liddane K'I3 leads the team in assists. 
and Kim Marble K'iO finished with one 
of the best kill totals (14) of tbe season 
during the Hornets' will against Hanover 
College .. Come support the team in their 
big MIAA game versus Adrian on Oct. 
20. 

Cross Country 

The women finished 5'" in their first 
meet. but slipped to a 7'" place finish 
at the MlAA Jamboree at Hope. Jillian 
McLaughlin K' iO finished l41h overall 
with a time of 19:02. Catch them next 
at Calvin on the Oct. 9 for the Michigan 
Intercollegiates. 

Golf 

Led by captain Ashley Arnoldi K'12 
(94.1 average overall. MIAA: 85.0) and 
Megban Turner K'12 (92.4 average 
overall, MlAA: 88.5) the Hornets have 
been steadily improving. This young 
team should be a force to reckon with 
in the commg years. Come support them 
during their final MlAA Tournament at 
Bedford Valley on Oct 9. 
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Community Reflects on 10th Anniversary 
of On-Campus Murder-Suicide 
By EMILY GUZMAN AND 
COlLEEN LAWRENCE 
Staff Writer, Executive Editor 

Few remain at Kalamazoo 
College who know the story 
of two students-Maggie 
Wardle and Neenef Odah
who died on campus on Oct. 
18, 1999. Professor Gail Griffin 
of the English department is 
one of the few who remain 
from that time, and on Friday, 

Oct. 9 she joined the family of by another Kalamazoo student, 
Maggie Wardle and K students her ex-boyfriend, Odah, who 
in Stetson Chapel for a reflection then took his own life. Wardle 
on the murder-suicide that took and Odah dated for eight 
place ten years ago in an effort months, and both felt pressure 
to keep the story alive because, to end the relationship, as she 
as she said, "it has almost was ready to move on, and his 
faded into ancient history." father insisted he not have any 

The Community Reflection women in his life, according to 
commemorated the death of Griffin. 
Wardle, who was shot and killed 
homecoming weekend in 1999 See ANNIVERSARY., Page 3 

Fonner Republican Congressman Coming Out Week Creates Community 
Edwards Speaks at 2009 Weber Lectures 

By Wll.LIAM CHEATHAM 
Head Copy Editor 

Still Matter?" 
"All government power derives 

solely from the consent of the governed," 
said Edwards. Accordingly, what he 
sees as the current disregard for the U.S. 
Constitution puts the people's authorship 
of government at risk. 

t· 

Former Republican congressman 
Mickey Edwards delivered the 2009 
Weber Lectures in Government and 
Society, an annual lectureship endowed 
by alumnus William Weber K'39, on 
Oct 12-13. 

Edwards delineated four key 
threats to the Constitution's integrity: 
devaluation of the concept of separation 
of powers; decline in public support 
for specific Constitutional guarantees; 
failure of Congress and the Supreme 
Court to put a check on the president's 
power; and partisan politics' impediment 
of the democratic process. 

Chalk outside Hicks Photo/Jessica Maas 

By ABBY BRENNAN 
Staff Writer 

Sunday, Oct. 11 marked 
National Coming Out Day 
2009 and the beginning of 
National Coming Out Week. 

Edwards, a native of Oklahoma, 
served 16 years in the U.S. House of 
Representatives from 1977 to 1993. In 
his opening remarks, political science 
professor John Dugas noted most 
Weber lecturers come from the political 
left or center-left, but Edwards, a 
Republican, is "a critical thinker within 
the conservative movement." 

Although the Founders wrote the 
Constitution with the expressed intent 

National Coming Out 
Day and National Coming 
Out Week are meant to 
create awareness of LGBT 
issues as well as foster a 

Monday's lecture was entitled, "It's 
the 21 st Century: Does the Constitution 

NEWS 
Local publications making the move to online 
areas as print industry begins to fade pg. 5 

Students react to Obama's Nobel Prize pg. 3 

See WEBER., Page 4 

ENTERTAINMENr 
A review of "Zombieland" finds the movie to be 
entertaining and enjoyable. 

pg.6 

community of support for 
people who are discovering 
their own sexual identities, 
people who are "out," 
people who are just coming 
out, and their allies. 

National Coming Out 
Day was founded in 1988 
by Dr. Robert Eichberg and 
his partner Jean O'Leary to 
encourage all people of all 

SPORfS 

sexual orientations to take 
the next step in living openly. 

The day is not observed 
solely in the United States. It 
is celebrated on October II in 
many countries worldwide, 
including Switzerland, 
Germany, and Canada. 
The United Kingdom also 

See COMING our, Page 4 

Volleyball and soccer teams come out even against 
Albion last week 

Calendar of upcoming sports events pg. 8 
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~.~. Yao 
Hometown: Nanjmg, China 

Year. Sophomore 

Major: Economics and mathematics, physics 
minor. 

if you could extend the day by five minutes to 
do anything, what would it be? I would use 
the five minutes to hang out with my friends. 
Being a residential assistant and double 
majoring gives me no time to hang out 

Unexpected talent: Cooking. I like to 
make egg tarts. Oh, and I love sushi! I am 
running the Healthy Cooking Under $15 
program in Severn for next week. I will 
be making sushi, so everyone reading this 
should come. 

What do YOIl expect to accomplish at K? 
I expect to do well academically and to 
make a lot of friends. Also, I want to learn 
more about sports. Most of my suitemates 
and residents are athletes, so it is good 
to learn about their sport. There is not 
football and baseball in China, so this is a 
new experience. 

If you cOlild be anyfaCliltylstaff member 
on campus, who would it be? I like to have 
fun so I would say Kate Leishman. I like 
to throw parties, non-alcoholic ones, so 
working in Student Activities sounds like a 
great job. 

What is your theme song? Recently, "I'm 
yours" by Jason Mraz has been stuck in my 
head. 

If someone said "Fei Fei is such a . .... 
how would Joufinish the sentence? A good 
friend, energetic, and very helpful. I want 
people to remember that I can have fun and 
that I am trusting. 

- Dion Bullock K'12 

ON THE QUAD I The Index,October 14, 2009 

'What I Learned at 
Co~e3e __ .. _. ________ __ 
"Women can't penetrate. Well. 1 mean they can ... 
with help." 

-A sexually-versed professor 

"Next time I go back, I'm going to stand in the line 
with wine." 

-A professor ruminates over choosing the 
grape juice line during communion at mass 

Submit your photos for Photo of the Week to index@kzoo.edu. 

PhotolBritta Seifert K' 12 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

THE INDEX 
Executive Editors 

Sara Whalen 
Jessica Maas 

Colleen Lawreoce 

Editorial Staff 
Amanda Geer, Web Editor 

Frances Hoepfner, Assistant Web 
Editor 

William Cheatham, Head Copy Editor 
Lisa Phillips, Sports Editor 

The index encournges reader response 
in the form oflener.; to the editor. The Index 
r=rves the right to edit for clarity, length, 

grammar and tibel. Also reserved is the right to 
not print letters to the editor or to print them in 
their entirety. Signed letters are preferred, but 
unsigned leners dealing with sensitive issues 

will be accepIed and printed at the discretion of 
the Editorial Board. 

Lener.; should be submitted via e·mail 
by midnight on the Sunday before the issue in 
which they are to appeal' Please contact The 

index with any further issues or inquiries. Please 
keep lener.; to 300 words or fewer. 

The index makes no endorsement of 
the points of view and opinions expressed in 

articles or leners appearing within its pages. All 
opinions are the wOlt of the authors. 

Contact Us 
1200 Academy Street 

Kalamazoo, Michigan 49006 
index@kzoo.edu 

K OUTING CLUB 

BIKE TRIP 

Oct 24th-25th 

OverniJdlJ bike triP, on 
the Kat-Haven traIl to 
South Haven 

Gear will be provided, 
bIkes can be rented 
from HUB 

Tdp costs $20, and food 
WIn be prOVIded 

Contact Dan Kilburn to 
register 

Only 20 spots, so sign 
up soon! 
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; .. ,.,.. ... 
student Maggie 
Wardle,locat-
ed just outside 
the Cavern 

,~.;~~~:~ door, behind 
_ ......... the Chapel. 

Wardle was 

ANNIVERSARY: Wardle, Odah Remembered 
Continued from page 1 

Kalamazoo College 
Chaplain Elizabeth Candido 
K'OO offered an introduction to 
the reflection and first-year forum 
"It Can Happen Here: Intimate 
Partner Violence." She reminded 
us of the importance of stories, 
how we as individuals have our 
own stories, and how we as a 
college community have a story. 

"In religious studies, when 
we talk about community, when 
we talk about story telling, when 
we talk about living memory, we 
talk about the fact that we tell 
stories that remind us of who we 
are. And today we're telling a 
very personal story, but I want to 
remind you that this is your story, 
my story, the story of our entire 
community," she said. 

Wardle's death is a reminder 
of the unexpected nature of 
intimate partner violence. 

"It's in actions, not 
types of people, that we find 
our answers and can recognize 
the warnings that can keep 
us safe," said Griffin, whose 
book on the murder-suicide 
and intimate partner violence is 
expected to be released next fall. 

She reminded us that 
as a community we have a 
responsibility to break that code 

of silence that prevents us from 
getting others the help they need. 

"When something 
utterly devastating occurs among 
us, or in the world around us, we 
have a responsibility to teach and 
learn from it, to take it in and turn 
it into fuel for our lives," she said. 

However, there is more 
to be learned from Wardle's story 
than a lesson in intimate partner 
violence. When asked if the deaths 
of these two students could have 
been prevented, Griffin explained 
it's not only a matter of violence in 
a relationship, it's a matter of gun 
laws, of male and female culture, 
and of the ideals of society. 

Wardle's story will 
continue to be told because 
intimate partner violence still 
exists and the consequences 
can be fatal; every year, over 
1,000 women are killed by 
intimate partners. Her story 
is used as means to educate 
those who aren't aware of these 
consequences so that no one has 
to suffer what Wardle suffered. 

"In the days and years to 
come, when you pass the bench, 
maybe you'll think of her. She 
might have been one of you. 
She was one of you. But so was 
Neenef. They were part of us, of 
all of us. If we want to live together 
in a respectful and compassionate 

community-as a college, and 
as a planet-their story will 
be part of ours," said Griffin. 

Following the 
Community Reflection, audience 
members were invited to surround 
Wardle's bench and listen to a 
few words from her stepfather, 
Rick Omilian. Despite the rain, a 
large crowd assembled, umbrellas 
upright, ears straining to hear 
Wardle's own words, spoken by 
Omilian. Griffin stood beside 
Wardle's family, surrounded by 
students, a community of people 
who have not yet forgotten K's 
own story of intimate partner 
violence. 

"What community has got to 
mean is interdependence," Griffin 
said during the reflection. "If we 
hear verbal viol~nce, we don't 
call it normal; we investigate 
and call for help. If we know 
a woman who is afraid of her 
boyfriend, we don't leave it up to 
her to come to her senses, or leave 
it to him to get a grip. If we are 
exiting a relationship that might 
be dangerous, we form a support 
system and a safety net for 
ourselves. If we know someone 
severely depressed or talking 
about suicide, we tell someone. 

"We ask for help. Abo"c 
all, we ask for help. We ask each 
other for help." 

I think at mayl>e It was a I Ie 
p emature. I ho e he ca fo w 
thro h 0 the h n~s that wo h m 
the pnze." 
Ca e S rving K 10 

"Yes, because he IS reach ng 
o other countnes and rying to 

re ui d he ni ed S a es' re uta
tion abroad" 
EI- beth Kur K'12 
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yet He's only bee In 
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Allen Buckner K'10 
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WEBER: 
Continued from page 1 

that the 
president would never have 

ultimate power. increasingly 
implied in media and politics. 
said Edwards. is that the 
executive branch is the head 
of the government. that 
the president has final say. 
According to Edwards. this 
idea and subsequent political 
actions put the integrity of the 
Constitution at risk. 

Increasingly. said Edwards. 
unlawful assumption of power 
by the executive branch re.mains 
unchallenged by the other 
branches of government. even 
with major public disapproval. 
For example. former president 
Bush's assertion of the 
executive's unilateral authority 
to use wiretaps and other 
surveillance techniques. such 
as the monitoring of civilian 
e-mail conversations. was 
completely unlawful. as the 
Constitution protects the public 
from unreasonable search and 
seizure. 

Bush also unlawfully 
declared his authority to hold 
suspects indefinitely without 
the ability to confront their 
accusers and without charge of 
wrongdoing. a patent denial of 
habeas corpus granted by the 
Constitution. 

More foreboding still. said 
Edwards. is President Obama's 
official affirmation of Bush's 
decision. continuing the abuse 
of prisoners of war in the u.s. 
and abroad. 

Equally disturbing is the 
erosion of personal judgment 
as a factor in representatives' 
political decisions. Personal 
judgment becomes virtually 
unnecessary in today's political 
climate. said Edwards. because 
representatives adhere blindly to 
their political party's stance. 

Edwards framed the 
disturbing ch~es to our 
political system aY a question of 
integrity-to what extend does 
the U.S. value our Constitution 
as it is. and to what extent ought 
the nation defend the document 
as a statement of our share 
values? 

The way forward. says 
Edwards. is to reassert the 
necessity and legitimacy of the 
Constitution as a fundamental 
guide to the processes essential 
for maintaining democracy in 
the United States. 

Edwards mentioned 
he voted for Obama in the 
2008 presidential election as 
a "repudiation of the Bush 
administration"; he also stated 
his belief that congressional 
authority is most likely to be 
reasserted with a Democratic 
Congress. 
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COMING OUT: Chalking with Pride 
Continued from page 1 

observes National Coming Out Day. 
albeit on Oct. 12. 

Members of. Kaleidoscope. 
Kalamazoo College's Lesbian-Gay
Bisexual-Transgender (LGBT) 
organization. kicked off the week's 
festivities by "chalking the quad" 
Saturday night, an annual tradition 
in which they color the campus steps 
and sidewalks and write messages of 
support with sidewalk chalk. 

Kaleidoscope will also be handing 
out rainbow ribbons for those who 
wish to show their support for Coming 
Out Week and LGBT issues. LGBT 
students and allies are also encouraged Chalk outside Hicks 
to wear a different color of the rainbow 

Photo/Jessica Maas 

for each day of the week-red on 
Sunday. orange on Monday. yellow on Tuesday. 
green on Wednesday. and so on. 

Members and leaders of Kaleidoscope are 
especially excited about the giant rainbow banner 
they have purchased, which will be hanging in Hicks 
all week to remind people about National Coming 
Out Week. 

"It·s ridiculous. It·s huge!" said co-leader Max 
Wedding K·12. 

Kaleidoscope's leaders hope these activities will 
increase the group's visibility on campus and bring 
people's attention to issues in the LGBT community. 
Both leaders of Kaleidoscope like Wedding and 
group members like Alana Mancuso K'12 are very 
excited about this prospect. 

"It·s not only important for people discovering 
their identity. it's a way for people who are out and 
allies to show support and solidarity." Wedding said. 

One of the goals of Coming Out Week is to create 
a real sense of community among LGBT individuals. 
their allies and others. both on Kalamazoo's campus 
and on a national scale. 

"Coming out" is not just limited to LGBT people 
either; it is possible to come out as an ally as well. 

"Our allies are our most important members of 
the community in terms of acceptance." Mancuso 
said. "They are showing people who may not think 
about these issues as much that this exists in their 
community too. 'Oh. this affects me too· ... 

Coming out as an ally can mean something 
as simple as wearing a rainbow ribbon or writing 
messages of support on your wlriteboard for the week. 

As Mancuso pointed out, "It sends a really 
powerful message. Like. even though this doesn't 
necessarily affect me directly. it's something I care 
about, and I want these people to have the same rights 
as me." 

Latiolas Receives Lucasse Award for Excellence in Teaching 
By EU...EN Jll.LEK 
Staff Writer 

Associate Professor of Philosophy 
Dr. Chris Latiolais has been awarded 
the 2009-2010 Florence J. Lucasse 
Lectureship for Excellence in Teaching. 

The award is specific to Kalamazoo 
College and given out yearly by the 
Faculty Development Committee, 
which is comprised of faculty from 
all over campus. It honors a K faculty 
member who has been noted for 

outstanding teaching and a genuine 
care for students during his or her years 
teaching at the College. 

Surprisingly. Latiolais said he was 
"conflicted" on receiving the award. He 
explained that this "singling out doesn't 
feel right." because much of his teaching 
has been impacted by years of sharing 
thoughts on teaching with his colleagues. 

"When I look at the talent around 
me. receiving this award. I think 1 do so 
sheepishly." he said. 

He expressed a desire to receive the 
award in union with his colleagues. as 
the work he does with students builds 
on what has been taught by other faculty 
members. 

"The only way I feel good about [the 
award] is in community with my fellow 
teachers." he said. 

Despite being presented individually 
with the award. Latiolais expressed 
gratitude for the mutual assistance he 
has received over the years from other 

faculty members. 
Latiolais has taught at Kalamazoo 

since 1991. mstructing students in 27 
classes. He received his BA from the 
University of California. Berkeley, 
and both his MA and Ph.D from the 
University ofCalifomia. San Diego. He 
has received mUltiple awards. grants, 
and published many papers since then. 
His reception of the Lucasse Award will 
be celebrated in spring quarter. and will 
feature a speech given by Latiolais. 
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Controversial Kzoo Confessional Hacked, Future Unknown 
By KELSEY NUTIALL 
Staff Writer 

Like all fads, the online Kzoo 
Confessional, a site created for K students 
to divulge their personal secrets in an 
anonymous forum, developed a life of its 
own. It was highly controversial, became 
littered with spam, it fizzled, and now it has 
been hacked. 

Though college administrators were 
known to be opposed to the site during its 
height, and reportedly looked into shutting 
the site down, they were legally unable 
to halt the creatorls from maintaining the 
website. 

"1 don't know when exactly it was 
hacked," said co-creator Samuel Yoo K'IO. 
Yoo said that, while he wasn't exactly sure 
who was responsible for the final demolition 
of the confessional, "We have an idea," and 
that the responsible persons were likely 
not from K's campus, but were connected 
to Oberlin, where the other founders of 
K's confessional are from. He said that the 
message originally displayed on the site 
(the site now cannot be accessed at all) was 

''Oberlin related." 
People who were prominent in the 

confessional debate or who had definite 
opinions on its entertainment value were not 
even aware of its current status. The fact that 
past users did not know the confessional had 
been hacked, leads some to believe that it 
had already become antiquated. 

Yoo disagrees that the Web site was 
obsolete before its final wipeout, though he 
does not check it very often himself. The 
site's revival, though, might not be out of 
the picture just yet. 

"As far as the future, it's up in the air," 
he said, and declined to elaborate further. 

The suggestion ofKzoo Confessional's 
resurrection brings up the same slew of 
controversy that followed the phenomenon 
while it was running. Many were 
opposed to the forum, which, according 
to Associate Professor of Psychology 
Karyn Boatwright, "Wasn't about oneself 
for very long." Boatwright said that the 
confessional very quickly became a tool 
to inflict psychological pain on its victims 

and a means of reporting such gossip as 
who ought to lose weight, sex partners of 
students, various diseases of students, and 
evaluations of women's body parts. The 
ramifications of this type of activity were 
cases of depression and anxiety for many 
across the campus community. 

Students from Boatwright's ''Feminist 
Psychology of Women" class took on 
the assignment of devaluing the forum's 
entertainment value for their Social 
Action Project. By submitting hundreds of 
seemingly unimportant entries, they worked 
to assure that K students would have to filter 
through to find the gossip they were looking 
for. 

"Those students deserve a lot of credit 
for their ingenious method of decreasing the 
value," said Boatwright. 

The fault and goals of the Kzoo 
Confessional project are still debated. 
While Boatwright said the anonymity of 
the site caused it to be hurtful, Yoo stood 
by his original intentions with the site. He 
said, "There are lots of things we don't say 

because we have to put a face to it," and 
that the concept of anonymity is one that he 
has seen help people. ''It's something, you 
know. It's still an outreach," he said. 

Mary Corcoran K'll married both 
sides of the anonymity conftict with an 
observation in her blog, ''Thought Shop," 
in January 2009. "Kzoo Confessional gives 
voice to students while simultaneously 
silencing their identities," she wrote. 

Boatwright noted, "I'm inclined 
to not even do this interview for The 
Index because discussing its past may be 
motivating for some to resurrect what 1 
perceive as an irresponsible and unethical 
form of communication," and assured that, 
"If it comes back on, we'll be spamming." 

Yoo said his goal was always to create 
a helpful forum, and one that would create 
a more communal atmosphere at K, which 
he feels to be too divided by academic class. 
However, he did apologize, acknowledged 
the negative effects of his project and 
admitted, "You can't foresee everything. I 
hope people realize that." 

Print Industry Declines, Publications Move towards the Web 
By IAN HANAGAN 
Staff Writer 

For decades, K College has 
maintained a print magazine for alumni 
and parents of current students named 
after the school motto, Lux Esto, which 
reaches over 15,000 households in the 
U.S. and around the world. But, according 
to Jeffrey Palmer, Media Relations 
Manager for K, a new college online 
magazine called Be Light has stolen the 
show in communications with alumni 
and parents since its launch in 2007. Lux 
Esto is now published only three times 
a year, while a new issue of Be Light 
comes out every two months, reaching 
10,000 alumni and parents. The online 
magazine has been so well received that 
the summer 2009 issue of Lux Esto was 
reduced to a mere four pages. 

The online magazine is very popular 
within the college's communications 
department because without the need to 
print and deliver a paper magazine, the 
stories do not have to be prepared as far 
in advance and the publication is cheaper. 

Be Light is not K's only foray onto the 
Web. There is a K College Facebook 
page, which celebrated the addition of 
its 1000th friend last spring. Palmer is 
excited about its potential, because it is 
generating "more and more comments." 
Students and alumni can now also follow 
K College on Twitter, and more stories 
than ever are put up on the college 
website. 

Beyond this, the college has more 
online changes in the works. According 
to Palmer, the college administration is 
working on a "new strategic marketing 
plan" with heavy emphasis on online 
outreach. The college is investigating 
the marketing and communications 
practices of its fellow liberal arts 
colleges to develop the most effective 
plan for K. The plan in the works relies 
on the cooperation of all members 
of the administration, especially the 
members of the crucial admissions and 
communications departments. 

Despite the emphasis on electronic 

outreach, however, the college 
does not plan on eliminating paper 
communications from its repertoire. The 
generation gap-the large group of older 
alumni who do not have e-mail addresses 
and still request paper communications 
from the college-is one of the most 
important reasons for the decision, 
according to Palmer. Maintaining a mix 
of paper and electronic communications 
will allow the college the broadest reach 
possible. 

Additionally, The Index has also 
begun a shift towards online publication. 
Since last year, the paper has maintained a 
website (kzooindex.com) as a supplement 
to the printed version distributed each 
week, and there are tentative plans for 
The Index's further extension on the 
internet. The newspaper has created a 
Twitter account (kzoo _index), and a 
facebook group and a possible blog are 
in the works for release later. 

In this respect, K's newspaper 
lags behind that of Western Michigan 

University. According to Alex Sposito, 
Advertising Manager for the Western 
Herald, WMU's paper, which was 
formerly published every day, is 
"becoming more eco-friendly by 
eliminating 2 issues a week and drawing 
more readers to [its] Web site." 

Furthermore, Sposito "invisions [sic] 
the Western Herald will be solely web 
based" in the next few years, a change 
not in the works for the Index. Drawing 
advertising revenue online, a difficult 
conundrum for many newspapers 
around the country, has not proved 
insurmountable for the Western Herald. 
Sposito stated that the Western Herald 
"is ... drawing more and more clients 
wanting information about advertising 
on the web." 

This bodes well for online expansion 
of the Index, and provides hope that 
while paper communications may fade 
into memory, the printed newspapers in 
decline today may yet become the online 
publications of tomorrow. 
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Looking Back at Homecomings Past: Kings, Queens, and Fire 
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"Zombieland" Review: Death by Laughter Doesn't Sound So Terrible 
By MATI MAXIMIUK 
Staff Writer 

filled world. The protagonists the ridiculous antics as the zombie Cera role, but actually does not reached its potential half an hour 
of the story-Columbus and kills just rack up. That is one of over-do it to a point where it is ago, so plan on being entertained 
Tallahassee-are in search of the the best parts of the movie, with annoying. There are just the brief the whole time. The only problem 

Tallahassee and one place on earth that they can kills becoming more interesting moments where you feel you I would say is it is more oriented 
Columbus enter a convenience be free from any zombies. Along and fun throughout the story. It have seen this same scene before toward the male gender, but 
store, Tallahassee wielding a 
banjo. The banjo strings begin 
to playas Tallahassee summons 
zombies to his side ready to kill 
ea~h and every one of them. His 
main goal in killing zombies: to 
find the last Twinkie on earth. 
Obese zombies attack him 

their journey for this mythical is not your typical zombie movie, in another movie, but most of the that doesn't stop it from being 
place they encounter two shifty which makes it great to see with time he is in an acting category great for everyone. It's not a 
sisters who join them on their that special someone who might of his own. Both Emma Stone life-changing movie, but I think 
journey. As the gang travels be opposed to the genre. There as Wichita and Abigail Breslin that is one of its better features. 
they learn to love each other and is some gore, but that is to be as Little Rock escape the scared One can just go in and enjoy the 
become a family, and they search expected from any zombie movie, female role, which I thought was story with a group of friends and 
together for this magical place so you shouldn't let that stop you refreshing. They do quite a bit take pleasure in the zombie kills, 
free from zombies, encountering from seeing this film. of zombie killing on their own without having to worry about 

throughout the convenience store, some interesting cameos along the Woody Harrelson, who plays and find a way to be consistently looking for the deeper meaning in 
but Tallahassee is too determined. way. In the end, it comes down to Tallahassee, is one of the most awesome. it is fun to see Abigail "Zombieland." 
The taste of a Twinkie is just 
too tempting to his taste buds. 
"Zombieland" continues with 
zombie action and great comedic 
relief going hand in hand. 

the whole group to decide ifhome enjoyable parts of the movie with Breslin all grown up with a rifle In the end I would 
is a destination or the people that his great zombie kills. I found blowing the heads of zombies. have to say that I enjoyed 
are beside you. him well suited for the role and The movie has a lot of spending time with my friends at 

The movie is great for almost I never really got bored of his great qualities and it is the perfect "Zombieland" and just laughing 
anyone to see as it combines fantastic insults to Columbus. length for the story. It doesn't most of the time. I could not help 

"Zombieland" takes many types of movie genres. Jesse Eisenberg as Columbus feel like sitting through an but feel good leaving the theatre 
place in an apocalyptic zombie Everyone will be sure to laugh at plays the stereotypical Michael agonizingly long movie that has talking to them about all the ways 
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Center for Career and Professional Development: "We're here for you" 
By PHILLIP CHINZI 
CCPD Career Advisor your education you will be changed for the 

better. And that's great! 
sacrificing a whopping twenty minutes on 
a Sunday afternoon. 

I have a T-shirt buried deep within my 
dresser drawer that reads "I am here." This 
shirt was passed out during my first year 
orientation, before I became accustomed 
to life at K. Now come exam week every 
quarter I challenge this T-shirt slogan with 
the all too potent question, "WHY?!" I 
think it does us some good to answer that 
truthfully now and then to refocus our 
efforts. Why are we here? 

But then there's that other thing you 
sometimes hear seniors mumble about. 
That whole issue of a liberal arts education 
preparing you for life after college. 
That's when you start hearing the C and J 
words: careers and jobs. This is a second 
mission of the liberal arts-professional 
development. 

Now the student reader begins 
to protest. After all, I am about to ask 
something of you, and yes, on top of your 
classes, and activities, and social life. But 
hear me out before you move on to the 
next thing in your busy life. What I am 
asking you to do is spend twenty minutes 
every week on professional development. 
It could be five minutes over four days or 

Think about it like this. I'd like to draw 
your attention to a book (available in the 
CCPD) called "Can I Wear My Nose Ring 
to the Interview?" In this awesomely-titled 
book, Ellen Gordon Reeves lays out her 
advice for college students on, "Finding, 
landing, and keeping your first real job". 
So how does she do this? 

Reeves begins her book by creating 
the concept of "Job, Inc." This idea models 
the process of job searching into a career in 
itself. Reeves writes, "Think of yourself as 
a self-employed consultant, a one-person 
marketing and PR firm with a single thing 
to sell: YOU. You work for yourself now." 
This is a really important idea. 

development doesn't happen instantly. 
Rather it consists of your unique assessment 
of your career and life goals, plus the 
acquisition of a multitude of skills, all of 
which must be developed in their own ri t. 
They must be practiced and honed, and if 
they aren't, then the job-hunting process 
will be needlessly difficult. So spend those 
twenty minutes every week working for 
Job, Inc. S!arI or polish a resume. Go to a 
mock interview. Bank those minutes up for 
a couple of weeks and attend a forty minute 
lecture on job searching or LinkedIn. Well of course one of the missions 

of a liberal arts education is to promote 
personal growth. All those people you're 
meeting, all those classes you're taking, all 
the facts and theories and reflection, they're 
all contributing to a new and improved 
you. The hope is that during the course of 

Sports Weekend Preview 
By STEFAN DYLEWSKI 
Staff Writer 

Football 
This Saturday, Oct. 17 the 

Kalamazoo College football team 
welcomes Alma College for its 
annual homecoming game. 

Last week Alma was blown
out by MlAA powerhouse Trine 
51-14 in its own homecoming 
game and looks to be the spoiler 
to the Hornets. 

Kalamazoo has lost 8 of its 
last 11 homecoming games and 
hasn't beaten Alma since 2005. 

Both offenses are committed 
to the passing game and are 
vulnerable on defense as they 
give up 31 points per game to 
their opponents. 

The matinee matchup figures 
to be close as both squads are I-I 
in MIAA play. 

Women's Soccer 
The Kalamazoo College 

women's soccer team looks for its 
first home win this Saturday, Oct. 
17 at noon against Olivet College. 

Kalamazoo (4-5-3 
overalll2-l-l MlAA) and Olivet 
(4-8-1 overalVO-3 MlAA) have 
similar records entering the match, 
but have had very different results 

against conference opponents. 
The Hornets are fresh-off a 

resilient effort against nationally
ranked Calvin College and are 
2-1-1 in the MlAA. 

Cross Country 
The women's and men's 

cross-country teams compete in 
the Manchester Invitational on 
Saturday, Oct. 17 in Manchester, 
Indiana. 

Both teams are recovering 
from early-season injuries 
and look to improve on past 
performances as the MlAA and 
NCAA championships draw 
closer. 

The women compete in 
their first 6k race of the season 
and look to adjust to the longer 
distance and lower temperatures. 

The men's team has 
recovered runners Ben Cooper 
K'IO and James Kirschner K'13 
from injuries and look forward to 
their contribution.The men's and 
women's cross-country teams 
placed 1411> and 1211>, respectively, 
last week at the Michigan 
Intercollegiate meet, which 
included Divisions I, II, and III. 

The process of professional 

Yes, you are here to enjoy college 
life, but you're also here to become a 
person who can thrive in a professional 
environment. We at the Center for Career 
and Professional Development are here to 
help you. 

Can College Students Affect Change? 
Insights from Former Congressman Edwards 
By USA PHILLIPS 
Sports Editor 

With 16 years of experience 
in Congress, former Republican 
congressman Mickey Edwards 
undoubtedly has a unique 
perspective of the role that 
college students can have in the 
U.S. government. 

I sat down with Edwards 
to discuss his views on whether 
college students can, in fact, 
affect change. 

Although his second Weber 
Lecture touched on the lessened 
voices of constituents in politics, 
in person he expressed his view 
that the voices of those who 
want to be heard still matter very 
much. 

"I've seen that if people get 
involved, it's remarkable how 
easy it is to make change in our 
system," he noted. 

He cited the influence of 
college students in the recent 
election campaign as an instance 
of effective action. 

"College kids really played 
an impressive role in the Obama 
election; getting the nomination, 
and then winning the election," 
he said. 

When asked what students 
should be more aware of in 
politics, Edwards pointed out a 
deficiency in knowledge of how 
the political system operates. 

"A lot of what they learn 
in middle school, high school. 
college, doesn't teach them 
very much about the Amencan 
political system," he said. 

"I hate to say this, but a lot 
of the theory in political SCience, 
which is chosen because it can 
be quantitatively measured, is 
just wrong, and it does some 
damage," he added. 

He cited the also simplified 
nature of college life as another 
part of the problem. 

"I've heard this 
description-that a conservative 
is a liberal that got mugged 
by reality. You start out very 

.. 
idealistic, and then you face the 
reality of decision-making, and 
how you have to balance one 
thing with another." 

When asked what he 
Wished was taught more to 
prepare students for effective 
action, Edwards cited an 
increase in pragmatic political 
skills. 

"Organizing, turning 
people out to vote, how you 
frame a message to get people 
to go along with you, bow you 
build alliances with people
college students need to knl .... V 

tbat, they need to understand 
how our system is," he said. 

However, as he reiterated 
m both of this year's Weber 
lectures, the most important 
variable in effective political 
action is not knowledge, blLt 
persistence and motivation. 

"Democracy is built on 
political actions; it's not ..j 
spectator sport," he said. "You 
can't just be bystanders." 
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Kzoo Sports 
Take on Albion 

By KEVIN MINOR 
Staff Writer 

Toile Kalamazoo Hornets went I-I-

I against small-school rival Albion 

College this week, as both the men's 

and women's soccer tearns and the 
volleyball team faced the Britons in 

league matches. 

ORNETS 
SCHEDUL 

WOMEN'S SOCCER 
AT HOPE 4:00 

VOLllYBAll AT TRINE 
7:00 

5····· ..... . 

7 HOMECOMING 
WOMEN'S SOCCER 

VS. OLNET 12:00 
FOOTBALL VS. ALMA 

1:00 
MEN'S SOCCER AT 

HOPE 7:00 
CROSS COUNTRY 

MANCHESTER 
INVITATIONAL TBA 

8················ ··· ······ ····· ··· ··· ···· ····· 

19 
.................. ......................... 
20 VOllEYBAll VS. 

ADRIAN (DIG FOR 
THE CURE MATCH 7:00 
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K Women's Soccer Ties Albion 
By VATSAL BAJPAI 
Staff Writer 

The Kalamazoo College women's 
soccer team fought through some dreary 
conditions to a I-I tie at home against 
Albion on Wednesday, Oct. 7. 

Despite the incessant rain and bone
chilling cold, the Hornets managed to get 
some promising runs going in the first half. 

The field did not lend itself to precise 
soccer but forwards Jackie Short K ' 13 and 
C.J. McCarthy K' 13, along with co-captain 
Katie Manstrom K' 10 kept the pressure on 
the Britons throughout the entire game. 

The Britons scored 11 minutes into the 
second half on a scorcher by Rachel Kain. 
The Hornets kept swarming forward and 
their persistence paid off with a brilliant 
score by McCarthy with just five minutes 
left in the second half. This was her team
leading 6th goal of the year. 

The team was unable to continue 
their momentum into Saturday, when 
they suffered a 2-1 loss at Calvin College 
(undefeated in the MIAA). Kalamazoo 
returns to action at Hope on Wednesday, 
Oct. 14. 

Men's Soccer Stung by Britons 
By USA PHILLIPS 
Sports Editor 

The Kalamazoo College men's soccer 
team suffered a close loss to Albion this 
Saturday, Oct. 10. 

Albion took the lead early on in the 
game when Garrett Kulman scored for the 
Britons in the 7'" minute on a breakaway. 
They struck again late in the 2"" half, 
leaving the final score at 2·0. 

Kalamazoo controlled possession of 
the ball most of the game, but was unable 
to find the back of the net. The Hornets 
had 11 shots to the Briton's 10, but only 
managed to put 2 of those shots on goal. 

"We outplayed Albion -we had a lot 
of dangerous challenges, we just lacked 
the right combination to score," said co
captam Bryan Rekowski K' 10. 

By VATSAL BAJPAI 
Staff Writer 

Cory McCain K'J1 
Football, Wide-receiver. 

The men's team continues to be 
plagued by the inability to score, as they 
have been shut out in 8 games this season. 

"We seem to be able to do everything 
else well, but we lack the urgency to put it 
in the net," said Rekowski. 

The game was moved to Battle 
Creek due to unplayable field conditions 
in Kalamazoo. The Hornets (2-7-1, 2-4 
MIAA) return to action on 
Hope. .... ... r 

McCain had his fifth game of over 100 yards 
receiving as Kalamazoo beat Olivet 24-14 on 
Saturday, Oct. 10. McCain had nine catches 
for 139 yards with three touchdowns, setting a 
new Kalamazoo College single· season record 
with 14 touchdown receptions. McCain is 
averaging a team high 132 yards per game, 
a category for which he's ranked 8th in the 
nation, and is also ranked 14th for receptions 
per game, according to NCAAfootball .com. 
Come watch him burn the Alma comers during 
Homecoming. 

Hornets Spike 
the Britons 
By KEVIN MINOR 
Staff Writer 

The Kalamazoo College Hornets 
rallied to win the last two sets Tuesday 
night, Oct. 6, sealing a hotly· contested 
five· set victory over the Albion Britons. 

The Hornets lost two of the first 
three sets but their confidence and 
enthusiasm never wavered. 

"We really focused on trusting each 
other and believing we could do it," said 
Sarah Thomasma K' 10. 

The trust paid off as the Hornets 
won a tightly contested fourth set 25-22 
to force the deciding fifth set. 

The Hornets came out in the fifth 
set focused, quickly taking a 14-11 
lead. Albion fought back to tie the set 
at 14 before the Hornets slammed the 
door with a spike by Kim Marble K' 10, 
winning 16-14. 

"We're really pumped about the 
win and glad that people came out to see 
us," Thomasma said. 

Several Hornets contributed to 
the win. Colleen Leonard K'12 led 
the Hornets with 15 kills and \3 digs. 
Allison Liddane K' 13 led the team with 
27 assists. Marble also contributed 10 
digs. 

Albion fell to 12-7 and 5-4 in MIAA 
play. The Hornets improved to 9-11 on 
the season and 3-5 in MIAA play. 

uesday, October 20 
7:00p.m. 
e volleyball team will be rais

ng money for the Komen Foun
ation of Southwest Michigan. 

. R~· py~. flM'll' 
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New Calendar 
Proposal Shifts 
Quarter System 
By LISA PHllLIPS 
Sports Editor 

Watch out, K students-the quarter 
system may be changing. 

A new calendar proposal put forth 
by the college offers three new options 
for a revised quarter system, to be 
implemented in 2012. 

All three versions of the new 
calendar retain the 10-week quarter 
system, but shift around quarter start
dates, end-dates, and exam weeks. 

Two of the options, Calendar A and 
Calendar B, involve an earlier start to 
the schoo I year. 

This would put the Kalamazoo 
College calendar more in line with 
other colleges around the nation. 

"It gets rid of that difficult 
transitional period where all of your 
friends are off to college and you still 
haven't started yet, which is particularly 
concerning for first-years," said Provost 
Mickey McDonald. 

The earlier start also addresses 
issues of community between athletes 
and non-athletes, explained McDonald. 

"Fall athletes are on campus for 
three to five weeks before anyone else. 
This creates a community building 
issue for them-they bond very closely 
with each other but have no one else to 
bond with," he said. 

Starting earlier is concerning for 
some students. 

See CALENDAR, Page 3 

NEWS 
Annual United Way campaign on 
target to meet its goal. 

Author Hahn Niman K'89 Calls for 
Local Food, Sustainable Practices 

By EMILY TOWNSEND 
Staff Writer 

Nicolette Hahn Niman K 89 spoke 
as one of the only vegetarian cattle 
ranchers in the United States on Friday, 
Oct. 16 and Monday, Oct. 19 about the 
inhumane practices in the meat industry 
and urged K students to eat locally. 

She spoke about her recent book 
"Righteous Porkchop: Finding a 
Life and Good Food Beyond Factory 
Farms." 

memoir chronicles her years as an 
environmental and animal activist. 

It was during a talk given by 
Bobby Kennedy at Western Michigan 
University that she realized her life's 
calling to protect the environment 
through law enforcement and policy 
change. She later went on to become 
Bobby Kennedy's senior attorney of 
Waterkeeper Alliance in New York. 
Although the job was different than 
she expected, Hahn Niman became 
incredibly passionate about the 
responsible agriculture practices in the 
United States. 

Hahn Niman's message was 
strong. She spoke of the filth, waste, 

PhotC>'ElJen MIllPlY 

After graduating from K, Hahn 
Niman received her law degree from 
the University of Michigan in 1993 
and then went on to become the city 
commissioner of Kalamazoo, and the See FOOD, Page 3 Alison Geist and Mara lJveuy set lip for the tNent 

Beat Author Hettie Jones Reads At Kalamazoo College 
By KELSEYNUTIALL 
Staff Writer 

Hettie Jones, author of "How I Became Hettie 
Jones," visited K this week and breathed new life 
into an idea that is beginning to feel cliche: live 
in the present. She displayed herself, fully present 
and enthusiastic, to listeners, showing what she 
became and not just how she got there. 

Jones' visit this week began with a reading of 
her poetry at Stetson Chapel Thursday. 

Dean of First Year Students, Zaide Pixley 
urged students to attend Thursday's reading in an 
e-mail synopsis of Jones' accomplishments. 

She described the writer, publisher and 

teacher: "Hettie Jones was a major figure in the 
Beat Movement. With her former husband Leroi 
Jones (now Amiri Baraka) she interacted with and 
published Ginsberg, Kerouac, and other literary 
figures of the era." 

Thursday evening's reading presented a 
down-to-earth woman who had to step up onto 
a stool to be seen above the podium at the head 
of Stetson Chapel. Joking about her height, Jones 
dido't skip a beat between quick banter with her 
audience and her rhythmically masterful poetry. 

See HErnE JONES, Page 6 

FEATURES ENTERfAlNMENT SPORTS 

Hettie Jones I'IloIdKeIsey Nuttall 

A closer look at the gatekeepers of the 
cafeteria. 

"Where the Wild Things Are" is 
different from the book, but a movie to 
see nonetheless. 

Volleyball team digs for the cure, 
comes up with a win. 
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'l/e/de lay/of' 
Hometown: Northville, Michigan 

Year: Senior 

Major: HDSR 

lfyoll could extend YOllr day byfil'e 
minlltes to do anything besides sleep. 
what would it be and why? [ would spend 
those five minutes reading the newspaper. 
I always get so caught up in life at K that 
I forget to think about what is going on in 
the rest of the world. 

Unexpected talent: My unexpected talent 
is making the best mix CDs, whatever the 
occasion may be. 

Looking back on YOllr fOllr years at K. 
what was your favorite school-oritented 
moment? Being a Building Blocks 
student organizer with Andrew Grayson. 
He is the best. 

{[you could be any faculty member at K. 
who would you be? Cynthia Carosella. 
She is such a wonderful and engaging 
professor. She doesn't mess around with 
salsa dancing either. 

As a senior. what do you wallt people to 
remember YOIl for? Being a senior, I want 
people to say, 'Wow, that girl Heide, she 
made awkward look so good!' 

Unat is ),our theme song? If! could play 
any song around me all the time, it would 
be 'This Is How We Do It" by Montell 
Jordan. 
- DlOn Bullock K'l2 

ON THE QUAD I The Index, October 21,2009 

Letter to the Editors 
Dear Editor, 

I wound like to correct two points 
in Ellen Jillek's article. First, the award 
is not given by the F acuJty Development 
Committee (FDC) but, instead, by the 
Lucasse Selection Committee (LSC), 
which oonsists of a member from FDC, 
2 f01TI1er Lucasse recipients, a representa
tive of the provost's office, and a junior 
faculty member. The chair of the LSC 
selects individual members, and only the 
LSC knows of its membership. Also, 
my name is Latiolais. I would like my 
full quotation to be given because it reg
istas my appreciation for the award in a 
somewhat different way than evident in 

the article: 
"The award feels right to me, not as the 
recognition of any singularity, but, in
stead, as the singular recognition of K's 
community of teachers, who are pas
sionately committed to leaming about 
teaching. It's right to say, "We accept this 
award," because every move anyone of 
us makes in a classroom resonates with 
yearn, decades, of shared ideas, vigorous 
discussions, and mutual assistance. The 
award holds, so to speak, the mirror to 
community." 

Thank you for the article! 
Chnstopher Latiolais 

what I. Learned at 
Co//e!]e ... 

"Bob Dylan came out with a Christmas CD. Today is 
the day the music died. " 

-A professor recognizing Bob Dylan has just 
pulled a "Brett Favre" 

"If you're struggling, then, well done." 
-A professor enjoys the suffering of her 
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Execwive Editors 

Jessica Maas 
Sara Whalen 

Colleen Lawrence 

Head Copy Editor 
Will Cheatham 

Web Editor 
AmandaGeer 

Asst. Web Editor 
Frances Hoepfner 

The Index encourages reader response in 
the fonn of letters !o the edilOr. TIle Index 
reserves the right to edit for clarity. length, 
grammar and libel. Also reserved is the 
right to no! print letters !o the editor or to 
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FOOD: Changing K's Food Culture 
Continued from page 1 

and inhuman treatment of animals 
in the meat industry today. 

"This is America," she 
urged, "and we're violating the 
land, food, health, and people's 
individual rights." 

However, her message 

and changing product quality in 
their cafeterias, by showing that 
the students and administration 
are united against national 
corporations that treat food 
like garbage and farms like 
factories. 

3 

wasn't all grim tales of poultry, 
hog, and cattle abuse. There was 
a message of hope for the future. 
She believes that local, organic, 
and environmentally benign 
agriculture is possible, feasible, 
and affordable. She hopes that 
writing a memoir and traveling 
around the country to educate 
listeners on the mistreatment of 
animals and meat in our current 
food system will turn to change in 
our nation. 

dining service to purchase, 
track and report an increasing 
percentage and variety of locally 
grown food by specifically 
identifYing the farms, growers, 
processors and their products, 
while clearly displaying details 
of local sources in the cafeteria. 
"The more student support 
Farms to K's mission gains, the 
better the understanding will be 
of the importance the local food 
movement has on our campus," 
said Ellen Murphy, this year's 
leader of Farms to K. Hahn Niman 
also noted that K students' change 
in diet to local meat, produce, and 
dairy products is possible because 
Michigan is the second most 
agriculturally diverse state in the 
United States. 

So, would the students, 
faculty, administration, board 
of trustees and community 
members offer a united front 
for better, healthier, and 
environmentally conscious 
food? It's hard to know, 
according to students in 
Associate Professor of English 
Amelia Katanski's "Cultivating 
Community" first-year seminar. 
They cite the perceived expense 
of local food and students' fear 
of tuition rising, as well as the 
ignorance of students to what 
they're consuming as possible 
factors that could prevent such 
a necessary front. 

A "We Support Local Food" banner and local wine PbotoIEIIen MuqJhy 

Currently, Kalamazoo 

Aside from good food, 
Nicolette Hahn Niman wishes a 
good life for current K students, 
and offered one piece of advice 
for success. 

So where does the change 
begin at K College? Hahn 
Niman explained that cafeteria 
food, in general, is the bottom 
of the food-chain, so to speak. 
She encouraged students to use 
resources like Farms to K to 
advocate for change. Currently, 
Farms to K requests our college's 

College is in the middle of a five
year contract with the national 
food provider Sodexo. Some 
national chains claim they can't 
provide local or organic food. 
Other colleges and universities
Oberlin College, for example
have been successful with 
sourcing locally grown produce 

Hahn Niman addressed 
the issue of financial feasibility 
in her book and during the 
talk. First, she explained that 
industrial food practices are 
subsidized by the government 

and don't bare their own true 
cost, like animal antibiotics and 
environmental cleanup. Also, she 
noted that as consumers we pay 
less for industrial meat, but more 
for environmental repercussions 
later in life. This is also true for 
national health. Hahn Niman 
explained that as the price for food 
in our country has plummeted, 
the money needed for national 
healthcare has increased. 

"Keep your mind open," 
she said. "Don't block off 
opportunities because of a set of 
strict goals. There were several 
times in my life when everything 
changed. Kalamazoo prepared 
me for that in many ways." 

CALENDAR: A Closer Look at the Proposed 2012 Options 
Continued from page 1 

"My first year at K, I hated waiting 
for the school year to start, but now I'm 
used to having all of September to go travel 
and see friends, so I wouldn't want to lose 
that," said Anna Witte K' 12. 

Calendar A is the only option that will 
change the end-date of the school year, 
which it does by moving three weeks of 
winter quarter prior to winter break. 

Splitting winter quarter is the only 
viable way to allow the school year to end 
earlier, said McDonald, something that has 
perennially been problematic for students 
looking for jobs in the summer months. 

Furthermore, it addresses community
building concerns for first-years: "It allows 
first-year students to get 13 continual 
weeks on campus, giving them a bit more 

time to settle into college life and build a 
sense of community," said McDonald. 

The shift in winter quarter would leave 
a two-week break for Christmas and New 
Year's holidays, before picking back up in 
January in fourth week. McDonald said 
that the administration would not mandate 
faculty to assign homework over this two
week period, but that some might choose 
to do so. 

Students have voiced both support 
and opposition to the idea of splitting the 
quarter. 

"I think that a break in the middle 
of winter quarter would be good because 
winter quarter usually sucks-going home 
and having fun would be a nice break," 
said Michael Kappler K' 10. 

Anna Williams K' I 0 was not so 
enthused. "I think breaking up winter 
quarter would really hurt the momentum 
of the quarter, and I don't think it would 
be much of a break either-I think teachers 
would use it as an excuse to give you a big 
paper," she said. 

Others worried about the economic 
impact of a shorter break. 

"I usually work over Christmas break, 
and if we only had two weeks off, I don't 
know if that would be possible," said Nick 
Robell K'IO. 

Another change included in all three 
calendar options is a shift in exam week., 
in which classes would end on Thursday 
and students would take exams on Sunday, 
Monday, and Tuesday. This would allow 

for a longer break between terms, said 
McDonald. 

The full proposal can be viewed 
online, and the decision will be made 
by the presidential staff later this year. 
Students looking to voice their opinions on 
the matter can attend several open forums 
planned for later in the school year, or send 
their opinions to Student Commission, 
who will be meeting with the committee 
about the proposal, said McDonald. 

He emphasized the importance of input 
from students and faculty on this change: 
"There isn't an idealized calendar-{)ne 
of the reasons we came out with three 
proposals so that we can have an open 
discussion about what is most beneficial to 
our college." 



4 

Counseling Corner 
Developing Balance and 
Personal Boundaries at K: 
Saying "NO" Without Guilt 
By ALAN HILL 
Assc. Director of Counseling 

An important skill that can 
help you achieve balance in your 
life at K is creating personal 
boundaries through assertIveness. 
By learning to stand up for 
yourself and saying "NO" 
to some requests you create 
personal boundaries that allows 
you to give a more balanced and 
unrushed attention (0 all aspects 
of your life. 

Examples include politely 
declining the friend who needs 
a ride to the store "right now!"; 
saying you don't have the time 
and/or interest to a fellow student 
who tells you that "without 
you our organization will fail"; 
explaining the hardship of such a 
request to a family member who 
expects you to come home most 
weekends; letting down gently 
but finnly someone who wants a 
relationship with you; or telling a 
friend that her constant one-way 
complaining tirades are draining 
and exhausting to you and that 
you will not continue them as 
theyare. 

As you practice such 
assertive responses you develop 
personal boundaries that not only 
enable balance and get you more 
of what you want, but also bring 
self-respect, respect from others 
and a greater sense of authenticity 
as you express your tme feelings. 

Knowmg your personal 
nghts really helps you stand up 
for yourself. For example, you 
have the right to have needs and to 
have these needs be as important 
as others' needs. You have the 
right to ask that others respond to 

your needs and to decide whether 
you will respond to others' needs. 
You have the right to say "I don't 
know and I'll get back to you 
when I do," and the right to set 
your own priorities. 

You also have the right 
to say "NO" without feeling 
guilty. Remember standing up 
for yourself is not selfish; rather 
saying "NO" is self-caring. Not 
being assertive is self-abnegation 
and teaches others to take 
advantage of you. Yes, people 
may feel hurt and/or angry when 
you say no. But remember if you 
try to never say things that lead 
to someone else feeling hurt 
or angry, you end up hurting 
yourself and other people in your 
life. To set boundaries with the 
complainer gives him or her a 
chance to understand how his or 
her behavior is affecting you and 
therefore to set up an opportunity 
for change, and incentive to talk 
to a counselor, etc. And your 
other friends will love that you 
are not so drained and exhausted 
anymore. 

The counseling center has a 
handout, "Assertiveness Primer," 
which will get you started on 
the road to developing personal 
boundaries. We also have 
assertiveness books mcluding 
Manuel Smith's "How to Say 
No Without Feeling Guilty" and 
all our counselors are trained in 
assertiveness training. Finally, if 
you are in a relationship in which 
your "non-assertiveness" is being 
taking advantage of, please take 
care of yourself and make an 
appointment with us as soon as 
possible. 
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Kalamazoo College United Way 
Campaign Reaches Two-Thirds of Goal 
By IAN FLANAGAN 
Staff Writer 

On Friday, Oct.! 6, the K College United 
Way campaign passed the two-thirds mark for 
its fundraising goal, having raised $45,500. The 
fundraising goal for this year's campaign is 
$60,000. There are twenty-five days of fundraising 
left until the campaign wrap-up on Nov. 10, and 
leadership committee members Sally Arent and 
Vivien Pybus are both very confident that the 
campaign will reach its goal. 

The annual fundraising campaign for the 
Greater Kalamazoo United Way (GKUW), which 
has been held at K since the late 1970s, according 
to the records of the college's Human Resources 
department, is proceeding very well this year. 
Associate Professor of Biology Vivien Pybus was 
selected as a member of this year's leadership 
committee by Kalamazoo College President Eileen 
Wilson-Oyelaran over the summer, along with Sally 
Arent from Student Development and Kathryn 
Lightcap from Technical & Media Services, and 
the campaign began soon after. 

Both Pybus and Arent emphasized the 
need of the community as a reason to contribute 
monetarily. The GKUW has reported a drastic 
increase in the need for its services in the last 

two years. Marked increases in homelessness, 
unemployment, and hunger have been observed in 
the Greater Kalamazoo area, all problems which 
are related to harsh economic contractions recently 
experienced in Michigan. According to Pybus, the 
money which is collected at the college will go to 
a wide variety of programs which help members 
of the community through all of these struggles. 
The campaign reinforces the commitment of the 
college to reaching out beyond campus limits and 
strengthening the community in which we reside. 

Though the signs for the United Way all 
over campus are not meant to elicit a financial 
contribution from students, that doesn't let them 
off the hook for helping out. 

According to Arent, the college 's 
United Way canlpaign is meant, in part, to raise 
awareness among students of the importance of the 
organization's many programs in the community. 
This is especially important with regards to many 
of K's own service-learning programs that are 
affiliated with the GKUW. Students who wish to 
learn more about the GKUW's local programs are 
encouraged to visit www.kalamazooUnitedWay. 
com. Working with these programs is the best way 
for students to support the campaign, Arent said, 
although students who can contribute financially 
are encouraged to do so. 

Kalamazoo College's Study Abroad Reflection Publication 

WANTS YOUR SUBMISSIONS! 

Submit your photos, artwork, writing, and journal entries from 
study abroad to passage@kzoo.edu 

Contact Oare Erler (k06ceOl) with questions or concerns about 
submissions. 
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Beethoven Scholar Performs at Stetson 
By WILL CHEATHAM 
Head Copy Editor 

Beethoven Scholar performs 
at Stetson 

Will Cheatham 
Monday Oct. 191h 2009, 

Stetson Chapel 
Renowned pianist and 

Beethoven scholar Dr. Kenneth 
Drake gave a concert-lecture in 
Stetson Chapel on Monday, Oct. 
19 using a period replica piano 
that had one-tenth the volume 
capacity of a piano built today. 

Professor of Music Dr. Leslie 
Tung introduced Drake as one of 
his inspirations during graduate 
school. Before playing, Drake 
reminded the audience that "we 
should never say we are hearing 
[the music 1 the way Beethoven or 
his colleagues heard it." 

Not only were the 
instruments and the music 
different in Beethoven's lifetime, 
but the historical and cultural 
events people knew and used as 
a framework for their listening 

were as well. It's not enough, 
say, to imagine what it was like 
listening to Beethoven without 
the luxuries and preoccupations 
of a twenty-first century listener; 
better simply to listen to the 
music as it finds you. 

Drake gave a powerful 
demonstration of Beethoven's 
genius, stopping along the 
way to tune the instrument and 
explain some of the composer's 
nuanced musical gestures as 
written in the score. He chose to 
play Beethoven's sonatas Opp. 
78, 110, and 111 because, as he 
said, "they are pieces which, very 
much, ] love." 

He has said before that 
those three sonatas also reveal 
the "importance of extra-musical 
stimulus in Beethoven's creative 
process." 

When asked if he could 
choose a favorite composer, he 
said "I feel at home in the classical 
period," the period of Mozart and 
Haydn, as well as Beethoven. 

Drake was indeed at home 

Kalamazoo Outing Club 

with the music of the time, 
as shown by his impassioned 
performance and remarkably 
delicate and precise technique at 
the piano keyboard. 

As advice to anyone 
studying Beethoven, Drake said 
simply, "be true to the score." 
Easily apparent from Drake's 
performance was that he, too, 
defers to the composer's original 
intent. What the audience in 
Stetson heard Monday evening 
undoubtedly conveyed Drake's 
devotion to and knowledge of the 
music he gained from his long 
tenure as a renowned scholar and 
admirer of Beethoven. 

Drake studied at The 
Eastman School of Music 
under Jose Echaniz, and at the 
Vienna Akademie under Grete 
Hinterhofer on a Fulbright 
fellowship. He has also written 
two books: "The Sonatas of 
Beethoven as He Played and 
Taught Them," and "The 
Beethoven Sonatas and the 
Creative Experience." 

·v 
o SOUTH HAVEN OVERNIGHT BIKE TRIP 

Oct. 24-25 

V 
Food provide~ bikes available for rent from HUB 
Contact Dan .f...ilburn for more information 
Cost of trijJ is $20, 20 spots available 
Meeting Oct. 22 at 6 p.m. 

~T)~'TS IN IIIIII~I~ 
Compiled by Jessica Maas 

The Obama administration announced Monday, Oct. 19 that 
they will back off on prosecuting medical marijuana users and 
distributors in the 13 states in which it is legal. Attorney General 
Eric Holder officially instructed federal prosecutors in each of 
those states to refocus investigations on heavier targets, though 
he did emphasize that illegal drug trafficking that attempts to hide 
behind compliance with the state laws will not be tolerated. 

How do you feel about the new policy? 

"If it's going to help people. I don't 
really see a problem with it. But if 
it's not going to be prosecuted it 
needs to be monitored so that we're 
not just selling weed to people." 

Paul Ellis K'IO 

"It's where it should be within the 
states' rights. Whereas Bush was 
overstepping his bounds, Obama has 
the right idea." 

Evan Angelos K'13 

"] think that's a good idea. If it's 
legal in a state people are going to 
do it, so it should be legal. There's a 
reason it's legal in those states." 

Komal Chughtai K' I 0 

"] think that the policy is a good 
one. It allows states more freedom 
to act as they choose, and is thus 
more in line with the principles of 
democracy. " 

Adam Hammouda K' 11 
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The Faces of K's Cafeteria: Getting to Know Betty and Barb 
By ERICA DOMINIC 
Staff Writer 

It's 7:55 a.m. You amble 
sleepily into the Hicks Center, 
yet again lamenting the fact that 
you have one of the dreaded 8:30 
classes. You climb the stairs, 
remembering that after class 
you still have a mountain of 
reading to get through. You drag 
yourself up the next set of stairs, 
thinking that your professor will 
probably be somehow impervious 
to this whole getting-up-early 
dilemma. You trudge up the next 
set of stairs, and just as you're 
wondering why the Hicks Center 
needs so many stairs, you hand 
your ID to a bright, smiling face 
sitting across the table. 

The average student knows 
her simply as Betty, and upon 
visiting the cafeteria in the 
evenings, one is likely to run into 
Barb. Betty and Barb: the faces 
of the most-frequented place on 
campus (except for perhaps the 
library at one a.m. during finals 
week). But how much does the 
average student know about these 
two pivotal persons who put so 
much effort and cheerfulness into 
making sure the mechanics of the 
dining hall run smoothly? 

Betty Hall has actually 
worked at Kalamazoo College for 
thirty-one years, first in the offices 
and for the past several years 
outside the dining hall. In fact, she 
has spent her entire life around 

I'hotosIErica Dominic 
Overhiser( above) cleans a table in the cafeteria. Hall (oJ 

right) smiles with a group of students oJ her desk 

the city of Kalamazoo. Growing 
up on a farm with her three 
brothers, Hall attended Douglas 
School-a one-room schoolhouse 
comprised of elementary-school
age students. After completing 
junior high, she and her family 
moved to Comstock, Michigan 
where she graduated from 
Comstock High School. Hall 
recollects that in those days, "you 
knew everybody," which partially 
explains her strong connection 
with people: "I've always loved 
people and kids-little or big." 
This palpable compassion for 
people is a trait she also attributes 
to her mother, the woman all the 
kids wanted as their own mother. 

Hall's love for people 

appears again in her life story 
when she ran a daycare out of 
her home, watching over several 
neighborhood kids along with two 
children of her own. To this day, 
she enjoys being around people, 
and when she's not working and 
helpfully answering the questions 
of K students she likes to spend 
time with her three grandkids. 

Hall's co-worker 
Barbara Overhiser also plays a 
big role in the dining hall process. 
Like Hall, Overhiser grew up in 
the Kalamazoo area, graduating 
from Plainwell High School and 
eventually raising her son and 
daughter in Parchment, Michigan. 

Concerning her work life 
Overhiser said, "I've worked a lot 

of different places." 
She has experience working 

at a bank and dealing with 
mortgages, and later helped open 
two stores in Maple Hill Mall. 
After retirement she remained 
busy working as a temporary 
employee, and two years ago the 
temp agency led her to Sodexo. 
She was first asked to help out 
during K orientation, then hired 
for a more permanent position. 

This is now Overhiser's 
third year at Kalamazoo College, 
and along with her love for the 
students and fellow employees, 
she said, "I like feeling productive 
and active, even as I'm cleaning 
tables and filling napkins. I like 
the activity of it." 

This penchant for activity 
also appears outside of her work: 
when Overhiser has free time, 
she likes to walk, get together 
with friends for lunch, and read 
inspirational fiction such as 
Mitch Albom's latest book "Have 
a Little Faith." Also, she can 
frequently be found absorbed in 
Sudoku during lulls in the usual 
dinner rush. 

Mostly, Overhiser said, she 
loves K because "I like to be busy 
and active and I enjoy the people 
very much. The students are so 
nice." 

Hall echoes Overhiser in her 
message to K students: "I enjoy 
all of you-love you all, I tell 
them." 

HETTIE JONES: Author Says "Poetry is right from the gut-your gut" 
Continued from page 1 

She dressed sharply and wove her poetry 
into the dialogue with her audience. She 
used it to propel an overall feeling of 
comfortableness and realism in writing. 

"The poet in the world is someone I 
want to be," she said. 

Friday she sat in the living room of 
Humphrey House and spoke with the 
students in the seminars of Writer in 
Residence Di Seuss and Dean of First-Year 

Students Zaide Pixley, holding an open 
forum for questions about her work and 
life. 

She spoke of figures and times that are 
historically important today, but are real to 
her. Jones said that when she lived in New 
York she gravitated toward the writers, 
because they were advocating change, and 
she felt that change was what the world 
needed. 

Of her own statu~ among the other 
Beats, she said, "I was not [a literary 

intellectual]. I was still catching up, but I 
knew when something hit my ear." 

Jones' musical ear took her from 
publishing to her own career as a writer. 
She described her work in a very grounded 
manner, touching on work habits and 
stylistic choices. In her poetry, she works 
without rhyme so as not to force the 
work. and so that it comes out right, she 
explained. 

"Poetry is right from the gut-your 
gut," she said. 

Her visit, throughout its different 
points, touched on the true difficulties she 
faced, but how she felt as she faced them. 
The facts of an era so real to Jones and so 
surreal to today's youth were brought to 
campus by a uniquely qualified figure, one 
engrossed in the arts, culture, music and 
living-a present one. This was evident in 
her reaction to applause, as she countered 
the gratitude of her listeners. 

"I feel lucky, too," she said, and 
clapped back at them. 
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"Where the Wild Things Are": Prepare for a Wild Ride 
By MATT MAXIMIUK 
Staff Writer " 

"Where the Wild Things Are" is the 
story of Max, who has just run away from 
home and found a mysterious boat. He 
boards it and begins to sail the sea in search 
of a new place to call home. Eventually he 
lands on a mysterious island populated by 
monsters, and though his first interaction 
with them is along the lines of being 
eaten, he quickly manages to become the 
monsters' king. He promises to prevent 
all unhappiness within his small kingdom, 
and so begins the story of "Where the Wild 
Things Are." 

Even though the movie is not what most are expecting, to say 
that it wasn't an adventure would be a lie. 

of the movie. In the end, Max learns it is 
harder to be the parent of the wild things 
than he could have ever imagined. 

As Max tries to bring happiness to the 
kingdom he sets about trying to provide 
fun things to do during his time as king. He 
begins the construction of a house for all 
of the wild things that becomes a massive 
project requiring all the wild things to help. 
The mud ball war Max begins is another 
one of his many plans to bring joy to his 
followers and is one of the more epic parts 

Max, played by Max Records, is 
the stereotypical wild child and finds a way 
to be just as wild as the monsters he leads. 
His childishness can be a little off-putting 
at times, but that is a tribute to Records' 
true acting potential. He is an immersive 
actor as he plays in a child's world while 
demonstrating the problems of a grown
up. The monsters also steal the show with 
their great voice-actors, including James 
Gandolfini and Forest Whitaker. All of their 
personalities come out so perfectly through 
their scary exteriors that one can't help but 
relate to them on an emotional level. Their 

By BRITTA SEIFERT 
Staff Writer 

Butternut Squash, Kale 

and White Bean Soup 

1 tablespoon olive oil 
1 onion, chopped 
1 14.5 oz can of diced tomaloes 
1 small butternut squash, 

skin cut off and flesh in 
\I,-inch pieces 

Heat oil in large pot over 
medium-high heat. Add the onion 
and cook, stirring often, until soft, 
5-6 minutes. Add the tomatoes 
and their juices and cook, stirring 
occasionally, 3 minutes 

Stir in the squash, thyme, 5 
cups of water, 1 II, teaspoons of 
salt and I;' teaspoon of pepper, 
and bring to a boil. Reduce heat 
and simmer until the squash is 
tender, about 15 minutes. Stir in 
the beans and kale and cook until 
the kale is wilted and the beans 
are heated through, 2-3 minutes. 

month, giving 
you plenty of 
time to figure 
out what to do 
with it. 

1 think 
people are often 
intimidated 
by butternut 
squash, which 
is a shame 
because it tastes 
great and is very 
versatile. There 
is, of course, the 
classic pureed 
butternut squash 
soup, but I love it 

" 
voice-acting is so perfectly picked that the 
choices of actors for the monsters aren ' t at 
all in question. 

The movie takes off and 
maintains a great cinematic effort with 
amazing sceneries and interesting shots 
that allow the ability to see Max's entire 
kingdom in its glory. The lush forests and 
deserts are shot so perfectly that it feels 
as if one is indeed "where the wild things 
are." Max's kingdom is so well depicted 
that it is impossible not to be amazed by 
the locations shown in his trek across the 
land of the wild things. 

The detail and meticulousness given 
to the puppetry is also remarkable in the 
movie, as it becomes difficult to know 

Butternut Squash, Kale and White Bean Soup 

when one is seeing the monsters in their 
"real" puppet form and seeing them when 
they're CG-generated. The fact that the 
monsters are done so well creates an even 
more realistic setting for the story and 
enhances the viewer's ability to be drawn
in. 

"Where the Wild Things Are" has 
many great things going for it manages to 
have its fair share of problems too. Fans 
of the story will find it different from the 
story they read as a child, as it is not geared 
towards a younger audience. Most of the 
monsters had very depressing personalities 
that weigh the movie down, and often acts 
of joy end in sadness. 

As "Where the Wild Things Are" 
progresses one realizes the problems of a 
young child in his search for recognition. 
Even though the movie is not what most ,. 
are expecting, to say that it wasn't an 
adventure would be a lie. People should 
see this movie, with the understanding that 
is it different from the children's book they 
know. ~ 

PhoIoISam Doyle 
1 tablespoon of fresh thyme 
Kosher salt and black pepper 
2 15 oz cans white kidney 

Squash is a great autumn 
ingredient. As tomatoes start to 
go out of season and the farmers ' 
market selection of cucumbers 
gets ever more withered and 
wrinkly, butternut squash are 
still in their prime. A winter fruit 
(yes, fruit) with a thick skin, a 
butternut squash will stay good 
on your countertop for UJ: to a 

chopped up in soups or stir-fries, 
added to muffins or simply baked 
with brown sugar and cinnamon. 
When I first cooked with squash, 
I was a little nervous about how 
to get the skin off. For this recipe, 
Ijust hacked the squash into more 
manageable chunks, cut off the 

skin and then cut the flesh into 
cubes. 

substitute fresh or frozen spinach 
as well. The other ingredients
diced tomatoes, white beans- are-> 
good cupboard staples. I served 
cornbread muffins along with the 
soup, which made my housemate 
very happy. It makes for a great 
meal on a chilly autumn evening. 

beans (also called 
cannellini), rinsed 

bunch kale, thick stems 
removed and coarsely 
chopped 

This soup is really easy 
to throw together and has great 
fall flavor. The kale, another 
autumn ingredient, gives the soup 
a slightly bitter flavor, which is 
interesting- though you could 
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Hornet Volleyball Impressive in Dig 
for the Cure Match Against Adrian 

Staff Writer 

The pink-clad 
Kalamazoo College 
volleyball team won 
the final two sets 
to beat the Adrian 
Bulldogs 3-1 on 
Tuesday, Oct 20. 
in the Dig for the 
Cure match, aimed 
at supporting breast 
cancer research . 

After a moment 
of silence for breast 
cancer victims to 
begin the match, 
both teams played 
an inspired first The volleyball team at the Digjor the Cure match PhotlYJessica Maas 
set, but the Hornets 
pulled away, 
winning 25-21 on a Colleen Leonard K'12 
spike. 

The Bulldogs won a close second set 
25-23, but the Hornets responded in the 
third set. Leading by as many as nine 
points, the Hornets won the set 25-17 to 
take a 2-1 lead. 

Kalamazoo looked dominant at times 
in the fourth set but could not pull away 
from a desperate Adrian team until another 
Leonard spike capped off a 9-4 Hornet run 
and gave the Hornets a 25-21 win in the 
deciding set. 

Much of the gym, including the 
volleyball, was decorated in pink to show 
support the fight against breast cancer, and 
the team auctioned off items to raise money 
for the Komen Foundation of Southwest 
Michigan. 

Leonard and Johanna Krupe K'13 led 
the Hornets with 10 kills. Autumn Cussen 
K'12 led the team with 4 service aces. 
Courtney Nartker K' 12 contributed 8 kills 
and 23 assists. 

Adrian fell to 5-16 overall and 1-9 
in MIAA play. The Hornets improved to 
10-13 overall and 4-7 in MIAA play. 

Hornet of the Week 
Ben Darling K'11 
Men's Soccer 

By LISA PHILLIPS 
Sports Editor 

The junior defender earned MIAA 
Defensive Player of the Week honors 
this week for the first time in his 
career. His strong defensive play in the 
backfield has helped the Hornets post 
back-to-back shutouts in MIAA play, 
including a double-overtime scoreless tie 
against Hope, which knocked the Flying 
Dutchmen out of first place. 

Football Suffers 
Tough Loss to Alma 
By VATSAL BAJPAI 
Staff Writer 

The Hornet football team suffered 
a 33-23 Homecoming loss to Alma on 
Saturday, Oct. 17. 

With a touchdown on the opening 
kickoff return and back-to-back 
touchdown drives, Alma took a 20-14 
lead into halftime. Kalamazoo got within 
three points with 10: 13 left in the fourth 
quarter, but Alma came right back with a 
five-minute sconng drive to go up 33-23. 

Quarterback Brandon Luczak 
K'1O finished 27-of-45 passing for 279 
yards and three touchdowns, plus an 
interception. 

Ryan Bizzis K' 10 led all receivers 
with nine catches for 112 yards. Jimmy 
Semelsberger K'IO became the all-time 
leading receiver for Kalamazoo College 
with his 52 yards receiving for a total of 
2,663 career yards. 

Brandon Foutz K'10 and Nate 
Kopydlowski K' 1 0 led the Hornet defense 
with 18 and 11 total tackles, respectively. 

Cross Country Update 
By STEFAN DYLEWSKI 
Staff Writer 

The Kalamazoo College cross 
country teams competed in the Manchester 
Invitational this past weekend on the 
frozen campus of Manchester College in 
Indiana. 

The men's team finished 511> at the 
meet, while the women placed 711>. 

Ben Cooper K'10, James Kirschner 
K'13, and Elvin Caldwell K'II all ran 
personal season-best times, while the 
women competed in their first 6K race of 
the season. 

Ellen Conner K' 13 and Gina Massari 
K' 13 placed 2411> and 2711>, respectively, in 
the women's race, while Stefan Dylewski 
K' 10 (1411» and Cooper (2411» were the top 
finishers on the men's side. 

Jillian McLaughlin K' 1 0 and Caleb 
Kline K'13, a pair of the team's top 
runners, were injured this past week and 
should make significant contributions to 
each team in the final two meets of the 
season. 

Both teams look forward to two 
weeks of hard training befor~ the MIAA 
Championships at Adrian on October 31 ~. 
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Boots line the aisle oj Stetson Chapel 

Eyes Wide Open Comes to K Campbell 
By WILLIAM CHEATHAM . . . Named Final-

development, social Justice, and 
Head Copy Editor peace programs throughout the 

An exhibition representing the 
177 Michigan service members killed 
in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
"Eyes Wide Open: The Cost of War 
to Michigan" features the display 
of service members' boots worn in 
combat, as well as shoes representing 
civilian losses, and it came to K on 
Friday and Saturday, Oct. 23 and 24. 
The Kalamazoo College Language 
and Culture House hosted the event. 

The exhibition was sponsored 
by the American Friends Service 
Committee (AFSC), a Quaker 
organization founded in 1917 

PhotoIWtIl Clleatham with the aim to carry out "service, 

world," according to its Web site, 
http: //www.afsc.org!. 

The site also says the exhibition 
serves as "a memorial to those 
who have fallen and a witness to 
our belief that no war can justifY 
its human cost." Featured in 27 
states, representing their losses, the 
exhibition also provides displays 
representing national figures. 

Kate Nolan K'12, herself a 
Quaker, was the lead organizer for 
K's exhibition. An AFSC national 
display in 2002 first piqued her 
interest. Bringing the exhibition 

See EYES WIDE OPEN, Page 3 

ist for National 
Book Award 
By EMILY GUZMAN 
Staff Writer 

Bonnie Jo Campbell may have 
thought she reached her peak in 
the literary world when Kraftbrau 
Brewery in Kalamazoo created a 
specialty beer in honor of her first 
novel, "Q Road." That was before 
she was named a finalist in the fiction 
category for the 2009 National Book 
Award for her second short story 
collection, "American Salvage." 

College Improves Sustainability Grade from C- to B 
"This one knocked me clear 

out of my chair," Campbell said in 
an interview with the Detroit Free 
Press. 

By KELSEY NUITALL 
Staff Writer 

Kalamazoo College improved its grade 
to a "B" this year on the report card received 
from the Sustainable Endoments Institute, 
after obtainmg an overall grade of "C-" on 
tlie 2009 report card. 

According to Kalamazoo's websitc, 
"In June 2007 Kalamazoo College 
became the second Michigan college to 
sign the American College & University 
Presidents Climate Commitment, a pledge 
to sharply reduce and eventually elinlinatc 
the College's emissions that contribute to 
climate change." 

The Institute acknowlcdged 

NEWS 
Last year's anonymous gifts through 
two new financial aid programs 

pg.4 

administrative commitment at K by 
granting that category with an A, the highest 
individual grade K received. 

Greenreportcard.org shows the analysis 
of K's overall score, and the surveys that 
were completed to assess our sustainability. 
They looked at the following items: 
Administration, Clunate Change & Energy, 
Food & Recycling, Green Building, Student 
Involvement, Transportation, Endowment 
Transparency and Investment Priorities. K's 
lowest score was a C in the Transportation 
category. 

The Institute distributed 26 A-s and 
no As. Schools receiving these high marks 
included those such as Brown University, 

Harvard University and Oberlin College. 
K's improved grade mirrors Western 
Michigan University's grade, which also 
leapt from a C- to a B this year. 

"For a campus that seems like it 
makes a lot of claims about going green, 
and for the size of us, it shouldn't be so 
hard to get an A, or achieve a goal, but I 
suppose that also depends on the majority 
of students and their actions," said Corrine 
B. Taborn K' 13. 

Her statement was similar to that 
of Facilities Management Director Paul 
Manstrom, who said in a K press release, 
"Sustainability is a campus-wide effort and 
that's certainly reflected in this report card." 

The National Book Foundation 
announced the finalists on the 
morning of Oct. 14. Campbell's 
book, released by Wayne State 
University Press in April 2009, is 
one of five finalists in the category. 

Campbell was a vlsltmg 
assistant professor in K's English 
department in 2005-2006. She 
taught Introduction to Creative 
Writing, Intermediate and Advanced 
Fiction, and Contemporary Fiction, 
and returned in fall of 2008 to teach 
an Introduction to Creative Writing 
class. 

She participated in a writing 
group with severaJ K College faculty 

See CAMPBELL, Page 3 
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Hometown: Rockville, Maryland 

Year; Sophomore 

Potential Major: Engl ish 

Study abroad site: Thailand, hopefully 

If you could extend the day by jit'e 
minutes to do anything but sleep, what 
wOllld it be and why? A chance to talk 
to my family; they live far away and our 
schedules rarely match. 

Sophomore year is such an important 
year; with stlldy abroad and major 
declaration. What do YOIl plan to 
accomplish this year? I hope to 
magically understand what I want to do 
with the rest of my life. Yeah, I have high 
expectations. 

Unexpected songfound on YOllr iTunes: 
"She Wolf' by Shakira 

If you could be anyfacllity member; who 
would you be and why? Gail Griffin. 
She really seems to speak her mind, and I 
admire that. 

Looking ahead, what do YOIl want to be 
remembered for ajier you gradllate? I'd 
like to have one of those SIPs that people 
talk about. 

- Dion Bullock K'12 

I 
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Letter to the Editors 
We are wntrng to explain the 

reasons for the Library's food policy. 
We are hoping this will help everyone 
understand the policy's rationale and 
follow it. 

We understand that time is short, 
stress is high, and everyone wants to 
snack. That's why the Library's food 
policy is so liberal - library patrons 
are allowed to eat individual snacks 
most places in the building. But many 
students see this as an opportunity 
to bring in full-blown meals, and 
some faculty members bring boxes 
of doughnuts (even potlucks!) to 
their classes. When one person does 
this it might not be a big deal, but so 
many people do it that Housekeeping 
staff can't keep up. Garbage cans 
overflow and over the weekend food 
starts to rot. 

Further, when the College 
renovated and expanded the Library, 
the building doubled in size. 
Housekeeping staff did not. The new 
Library is also busier than the old 
one, so there are more people to clean 
up after. 

When people don't follow the 
Library food policy, there are greasy 
tables, food ground into the carpet, 
stinky rooms, and moldy food. This 
is part of the reason Library staff 
had to lock the classrooms at night. 
Housekeeping and Library staff have 
to spend time cleaning up messes 
and asking people to put food away, 
so they can't focus on their jobs. 

Everyone's work slows down, which 
means that the building doesn't get 
clean and library users don't get their 
materials. 

That's why we ask people to 
USE COMMON SENSE. Eat meals 
in the Biggby's area. Clean up after 
yourself. We have an Honor System, 
after all, and everyone should be 
invested in keeping the relatively 
new Library building in good shape. 

The Student Commission and 
the Library are working together 
on establishing a system where 
students would be able to check 
out the classrooms in the library 
for studying. Student Commission 
President, Annie Weir '10, believes 
that "as a student body, we all need 
to come together and follow the 
food policy so that we can get the 
Library classrooms open again." 
Milo Reed Madole' 12, the Student 
Commission Parliamentarian, adds, 
"the classrooms are a really great 
resource for group work, especially 
during exam time." As the quarter 
goes on, and the workload increases, 
more and more students will be 
studying and working in the Library. 
The Student Commission urges 
the student body to abide by the 
food policy so that we can have the 
Library classrooms open for check 
out by the end of the quarter. 

Thank you, 
Student Commission 

Stacy Nowicki, Library Director 
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EYES WIDE OPEN: Exhibit 
Provides a Visual Cost of War 
Continued from page 1 
to K was especially important, she 
said, because so many people in the 
Kalamazoo community are affected 
by the wars. 

And, says Nolan, "Even if you 
come home [from war] , no one comes 
out unscarred." 

Indeed, the first visitor she met 
this past weekend was a K College 
employee whose son served two terms 
in Iraq. The war took such a toll on 
her son, said Nolan, "that [she said] he 
couldn't function; he wasn 't the same 
person who had left for the war." 

Pairs of shoes representing 
Afghani civilians killed in the war lead 
up the steps outside Stetson Chapel 
and continued into the foyer. Each pair 
of shoes bore a nametag including the 
age of the individual, which ranged 
from 9 months to 71 years. 

Entering the sanctuary, boots 
belonging to Michigan service 
members killed in Iraq lined the 
walkways between pews. One of the 
casualties represented, Pfc. Holly 
J. McGeogh of Taylor, MI, was the 
first Michigan servicewoman killed. Slwes infront of the Chapel 
She died on Jan. 31 , 2004 at 19 years 
of age. 

On the chapel stage, boots of Michigan 
service members killed in Afghanistan 
framed a space filled with tiles representing 
additional Afghani civilian casualties. 

. Often attached to boots were pictures, 
flags, notes, and statements of tribute from 
the state legislature and Governor Jennifer 
Granholm. 

Two pairs of white boots representing 
veteran suicides were placed in front of 
the stage. Estimates indicate U.S. civilian 
suicides average at 8.9 per 100,000 U.S. 
citizens, whereas veteran suicides average 
between 22.9 and 31.9 per 100,000 U.S. 
citizens. Psychiatric illnesses such as 
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), 
major depression, and substance abuse 
are primary factors contributing to the 
heightened risk for returning veterans. 

Audible at the exhibition on Saturday 
afternoon was the Marine Corps stadium
advertisement played at WMU's football 
game. 

Nolan says the exhibition helps 
by "allowing the nation to grieve [for] 
its losses, especially when they're so 
hidden." To ensure the event was widely 
visible to the public, the Michigan branch 
of AFSC had distributed a press release 
to local media; the event was publicized 
in a local newspaper and featured on 
the morning news program of a local 
TV station. Nolan estimates a total of 
140 people came to the exhibition. She 
would like to host one again in the spring, 
possibly with cooperation from another 
house. 

Hutch Pin1entel K'12, of the 
Language and Culture House, says the 
exhibition "is a good way to visualize the 
cost of war." 

Fellow housemate Calder Burgam 
K' 12, in speaking of his own experience 
at the exhibition, added, "When you see 
the pair of boots of someone you know 
from your town- that's when it really hits 
home." 
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CAMPBELL: Mozina Praises 
Former Professor's Writing 
Continued from page 1 

members, including Dr. Andy Mozina, 
chair of the English department. Mozina 
got the chance to read some of Campbell's 
stories while they were being drafted. He 
says she writes about this area of Michigan 
beautifully, and her vivid characterizations 
and settings are some of the strengths of 
her writing. 

"She can get inside the head of 
everybody from a meth addict, to some 
hard-ass, rough, blue collar guy, to an 
ll-year-old girl," Mozina said, h[ and] 
she's got great empathy." 

In "American Salvage," Campbell 
recounts stories of rural characters who 
know how to live in the working-class 
world they are familiar with, but who 
haven't figured out how to prosper in the 
twenty-first century. She highlights the 
desperation of post-industrial America in 
an unforgiving Michigan winter, where 
most of her stories take place. 

"She writes about some gut wrenching 
situations, but there's also humor in the 
book. She has a really great sense of 
humor," Mozina said. 

Campbell, originally from Comstock, 
Mich., describes herself as "a writer living 
in an unfinished house in Kalamazoo, 
with my husband Christopher and other 
animals. I am six-feet tall and I drive a 
1985 Chevy pick-up truck with a rebuilt 
350 small-block engine." 

She is the author of another collection 
of storie, "Women & Other Animals," 

which won the A WP Short Fiction Award: 
and her 2002 release, "Q Road," was 
named a Barnes & Noble Discover Great 
New Writers Book. 

Campbell writes both fiction and non
fiction, but never poetry, she says. She 
is currently a faculty member at Pacific 
University low residency MFA program 
in Forest Grove, Oregon. 

The National Book Award was 
founded on March 15, 1950 by several 
publishing houses. Their goal was to boost 
the public's awareness of exceptional 
books written by Americans and to 
increase the popularity of reading. It has 
become the nation's most prestigious 
literary award, given to recognized 
achievements in fiction, nonfiction, 
poetry, and young people's literature. 
The winners, selected by five-member, 
independent judging panels for each 
genre, receive a $10,000 cash award and a 
crystal sculpture. 

The winner in each of the four 
categories will be announced at the 60th 
National Book Awards Benefit Dinner 
and Ceremony at the venue Cipriani Wall 
Street in New York City on Wednesday, 
Nov. 18. 

Mozina hopes Campbell will return 
to K sometime in the near future, even 
if it's just to make an appearance in his 
advanced fiction class. 

"[American Salvage] is being seen as 
an important book," he said. "It's being 
seen as an authentic account of a world 
that we need to read about." 



4 FEATURE/NEWS I The Index, October 28,2009 

Anonymous Gifts Benefit 55 Students Through Two New Programs 
By IAN FLANAGAN 
Staff Writer 

Two $1 million anonymous 
gifts to the school benefitted 55 
K students this year through the 
new Kalamazoo College Bridge 
and Difference Awards. 

million was given to the college 
to enhance the college's student 
assistance program through 
the creation of the Kalamazoo 
College Bridge Award, Butters 
said. 

recently lost their jobs featured 
prominently among those who 
received the awards, according 
to Director of Financial Aid 
Marian Stowers. 

The awards are not meant 
to be renewable next year in 
most cases, according to both 
Butters and Stowers. In Stowers' 
words, "They were presented 
for a particular purpose," to 
allow students struggling in 
an unprecedented economic 
situation to remain here at K. 

extended for another year, and 
Stowers emphasized that the 
Financial Aid Office is always 
committed to giving the best 
possible assistance package to 
students in need, with all the 
resources that the college can 
offer. According to Desma Butters, 

K's Manager of Donor Relations, 
the donations were rare for both 
their anonymity and their size. 
The college receives few gifts 
from unnamed donors each year, 
and the $2 million total of the 
recent anonymous gifts exceeded 
the Kalamazoo College Fund 
goal for both tlus academic year 
and the year before. 

The first donation of $1 

The Kalamazoo College 
Difference Award was created 
by the Board of Trustees from 
part of the second $1 million 
gift, with the rest of the donation 
designated for general college 
use. 

The two awards created 
from the anonymous gifts were 
given to students who found 
themselves in unexpected 
economic straits ' this year; 
students whose parents had 

The awards were given to 
diverse groups of students, from 
first-years to seniors, who were 
identified as potential recipients 
through annually filed FAFSA 
forms and the personal inquiries 
of parents and students, said 
Stowers. She added that about 
$275,000 of the donation has 
been used in the distribution of 
these awards this year. The rest 
of the money earmarked for 
student assistance is being saved 
as an endowment for later years. 

It is Stowers' hope that the 
situations of students' families 
will improve over the course 
of this year, with recently 
unemployed parents finding 
new jobs. The college does not, 
however, intend to leave students 
in the lurch if their economic 
situations do not improve. If 
necessary, the awards can be 

Both Butters and Stowers 
called attention to the impact 
these gifts have had on the lives 
of K students. Through their 
known intermediaries and the 
Office of Donor Relations, the 
anonymous donors have received 
heartfelt letters of thanks from 
students and parents attesting to 
the difference the gifts made to 
their lives. 

Center For Career and Professional Development 

I'm a what!? 
By PHILLIP CHINZI 
CCPD 

If you read our last article you may 
recall that you don't become an established 
professional overnight. Time, effort, and 
practice gradually contribute to your 
professional development, and in the 
process of honing your professional skills, 
you may encounter a few roadblocks. 

Luckily, the Center for Gareer and 
Professional Development offers two 
assessment tools to students that can help 
you around these roadblocks and onward 
in a new directiolL Currently the two 
assessment tools offered are the Myers
Briggs Type Indicator and the Strong 
Interest Inventory. These assessments offer 
very different feedback, but both can be 
used as tools to promote self understanding 
and professional growth. 

The Myers-Briggs Type Indicator, or 
MBTl, will present you with feedback in 
the form of a four letter code. This code 
represents the way in which you prefer 
to interact in your environment. It is very 
important to note that the MBTI is a measure 
of preference, not ability. By taking into 
account your preferences you can better 
present yourself as a confident individual. 
You may also gain a new perspective about 

how you can better interact with others, 
especially those dissimilar to you. 

The Strong Interest Inventory is geared 
towards discovering where your interests 
I ie. It asks the participant to rank different 
hobbies, academic subjects and careers 
based on interest in the related activity or 
field. Then your responses are compared 
to the responses of professionals who are 
satisfied with their employment. When you 
receive your feedback, the Strong provides 
a list of careers that encompass a wide 
variety of your interests. 

For first-years experiencing difficulty 
adjusting to campus life or yearning to 
learn more about themselves, the MBTI 
can be particularly helpful. Sophomores 
having trouble searching for an academic 
major may find the Strong useful. One of 
the sections of the Strong Interest Inventory 
provides feedback of academic majors that 
match your interests. 

"Job seekers have to be persistent, stay 
focused, and keep a positive attitude," said 
Jacqueline Srodes, a career counselor in the 
CCPD. Assessment tools are strategic ways 
to advance your professional development 
when it has otherwise fallen flat. For more 
information on the MBTI and the Strong 
Interest Inventory, come visit the CCPD 
on the first floor of Dewing. Speak with 
a career counselor and see if one of these 
assessment tools can help you. 

Envorg's Annual Fall Fest Held 
Indoors, Has Low Attendance 
By MEGAN GARN 
Contnbutor 

Envorg's annual Fall Fest event 
celebrated fall on Sunday, Oct. 25 with 
pumpkin-painting, button-making, and 
booths hosted by other Kalamazoo student 
organizations. 

Due to a rain forecast, the event was 
moved from the quad to the banquet room 
in Hicks. accordmg to Envorg co-leader 
Emily Wolf K'12. The event ran from I 
p.m. to 4 p.m. 

At 2 p.m. the band Toro and the 
National Guard started warming up, 
plucking their strings, while 16 people 
walked from booth to booth. Wolf sent out 
mass texts to friends, trying to get more 
people to come to Fall Fest. 

The button-making booth attracted 
the majonty of the people at Fall Fest. 
Seven people were busy looking through 
magazines to find an Image to press into 
a button. Envorg had three tables: one 
table for button makmg, one for pamting 
pumpkins, and one focusmg on the need 
to take action to save the Colony Farms 
Apple Orchard. 

Eight other organizations were 
present, and the Wellness Living 
Learning House also attended. The 
organizations included the ACLU, The 
Kalamazoo College Democrats, Anmesty 
International, Unite for Sight, Students 
for Sensible Drug Policy. Peace Center. 
P.O.W.E.R. and Farms to K. The booths 
all adveltised their organizations' goals 
and asked for people to participate. 
Amnesty International focused on 
distributing infornlation about the School 
of the Amencas, while Unite for Sight 
promoted their involvement in a protest 
for the single-payer public health care 
option. Farms to K IS currently working 
with Kalamazoo Valley Community 
College's cafeteria to find out how 
Sodexo can usc more local foods. 

All these orgalllzations have sites 
online at kzoo.edu, and can be e-mailed to 
find out more about therr goals and how 
to help out each organization's cause. 

Aracely Vasquez K'12 was one of 
the seven students making buttons at Fall 
Fest. "I thought there were fun activities," 
she said. but "it wasn't well-attended." 
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Cafeteria Food Takeout Boxes a Possibility 
By IAN FLANAGAN 
St3ff Writer 

It is far from certain, but K College 
students may yet get the chance to take 
their meals out of the cafeteria. 

been in the food service company's 
contract that students not be allowed 
to take food out of the cafeteria. This 
policy, which Wilson said is standard at 
most colleges, was instituted at K for 
two related reasons: student health and 
cost efficiency for dinlOg services. 

student popUlation. 
The alternative plan would negate 

these drawbacks. Students who only 
take food out with them would likely 
eat no more food in a given meal than 
students who only eat in the cafeteria. 
This would prevent the financial 
burden on Sodexo of students who 
both eat in the cafeteria and take food 
out with them. And if the takeout box 
program became official it would make 
students responsible for their handling 
of carryout food, removing liability 
from Sodexo for students whose 
mishandling might cause illness. 

Concerned 
about the new 

calendar? 
Some students who are unhappy 

with the school dining policy, which 
does not allow students to take food out 
of the cafeteria, have offered the dining 
policy of the University of Michigan as 
a possible alternative. 

If students were allowed to carry 
food out of the cafeteria, Wilson stated, 
a student might become sick from 
mishandling the food. This would not 
only be a misfortune for the student 
and the college, but it could be a 
major financial liability for Sodexo if 
the student should pursue lcgal action 
against the company. 

Voice your opinion at the 

Student Forum for Calendar 

Proposals 
At U of M, students are given the 

option of getting a takeout box when 
they enter the cafeteria, filling it with 
what food they want, and leaving. This 
policy is useful for students who are in 
a hurry and cannot stay in the cafeteria 
for a sit-down meal. When this idea 
was raised to Mark Wilson, General 
Manager for Sodexo at the collegc, 
he promised to run it by the Dining 
Committee, which met last week. 

Before it could be implemented, 
the policy would have to obtain the 
Dining Committee's approval, which 
is not a foregone conclusion. But 
if approved, it would take time to 
implement. Nonetheless, if everything 
goes right, there may yet be takeout 
boxes in the future. 

TONIGHT 

According to Wilson, it has always 

And on another cost-related note, 
when students eat in the cafeteria 
and then take food with them. which 
some students do now against school 
policy, they usually take more food at 
each meal, making food service more 
expensive for Sodexo and for the 

6 p.m. in the Richardson 

Room in Hicks 

Dugas Addresses the School of the Americas and Human Rights 
By ABBY BRENNAN 
Staff Writer 

On Thursday, Oct. 22, Associate 
Professor of Political Science John Dugas 
gave a presentation regarding the School of 
the Americas, a United States Army center 
that trains Latin American militaries, and 
the movement to close it because of human 
rights violations. The event was sponsored 
by Amnesty International and the College 
Democrats. 

Dugas began by underscoring what 
he considered the fundamental issue at 
stake: the United States government has 
repeatedly intervened in Latin American 
politics and supported abusive regimes 
that engage in numerous human rights 
violations. Often the targets of these 
human rights abuses are nonviolent and 
unarmed peasant movements, church 
groups, students, and social activists. 

The rationale for intervention has 
changed over time, but the maintenance of 
United States dominance and protection of 
American interests in the region has been a 

key factor since the Monroe Doctrine and 
later, the Roosevelt Corollary. 

The School of the Americas, or SoA, 
has trained over 60,000 Latin American 
soldiers. Many of the SoA's alumni are 
responsible for some of the most heinous 
human rights violations in Latin America 
today. 

SoA was founded in 1946 as the Latin 
American Ground School in the Panama 
Canal Zone, and reorganized in 1949 as 
the U.S. Caribbean School. Throughout the 
1940s and 50s, the goal of the school was 
to repel communism and maintain United 
States control of the region. 

In 1963, after the events of the Cuban 
Revolution, the school was renamed 
the School of the Americas. The focus 
shifted to counterinsurgency and it saw a 
42 percent increase in students. Military 
regimes trained at the SoA during the 
1960s and '70s, and in 1984 the school 
was moved from the Panama Canal Zone 
to Fort Benning, Georgia. 

The movement to close the SoA 
began in the 1980s with religious leaders 

and acllvlsts, most notably Father Roy 
Bourgeois, founder of the School of the 
Americas Watch and a movement to shut 
down the SoA definitely. 

Father Bourgeois began an annual 
November protest at Fort Benning in 1990, 
one year after the massacre of a group of 
Jesuit priests at the hands of SoA alumni. 
Participants in the November protest are 
often arrested for their nonviolent actions; 
a former K College student was once a 
prisoner. 

In 200 I, the SoA was renamed again, 
this time as the Western Hemisphere 
Institute for Security Cooperation. The 
curriculum was changed a bit-torture is 
no longer taught and there are now required 
courses focusing on human rights, some 
taught by members of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross. However, the 
core training remains and the purpose of 
the school is still to protect United States 
interests in Latin America. 

Currently, there are two pieces of 
legislation in Congress that address the 
SoA. The first is a bill that would force the 

public release of the names of graduates 
and instructors. which Dugas hopes will 
create a "transparency that will ideally lead 
to greater accountability." 

The second is a bill sponsored by 
Democratic Rep. Jim McGovern of 
Massachusetts, which mandates the 
following: that the SoA be suspended 
pending an investigation, a joint Congress 
task force be established to determine an 
appropriate curriculum for the school, and 
that an investigation take place to determine 
the authors of the "torture manuals"; how 
these manuals were used, the effect of SoA 
training in practice, and to identify the 
teachers oftorture tactics. 

Dugas closed by urging students 
interested in learning more and taking 
action to visit the School of the Americas 
Watch website: http://www.soaw.org. 

"We shouldn't kid ourselves," he said. 
"The struggle to close the SoA, while 
highly symbolic and important, is only the 
tip of the iceberg .. . and in and of itself does 
not stop the greater problem" concerning 
US military dominance worldwide. 
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In the Midst of Probation, Student Calls for Policy Reform Students Voice 
Calendar Proposal 
Concerns 

By MILO MADOLE 
Contributor 

This year I live in Chrissy 107. Though 
1 am happy with my living situation, I often 
wonder what might have been and why it 
is that I ended up' here. When 1 reflect on 
my decisions and the decisions of others 
that have brought me to this place, I am not 
bitter, but cannot help but be disappointed. 
Here is the story of how I came to be on 
probation for three quarters, the things I 
did to try to change my punishment, and 
an invitation to join me in trying to prevent 
similar stories from occurring. 

Last year, as some may remember, 
I was written up for hookah possession 
on campus. In the weeks immediately 
following this incident I was furious. The 
laws I had broken were in many ways 
obscure-misplaced within the student 
code of conduct, and unclear. The article 
banning hookahs was neither in the Student 
Handbook, nor directly in the Student Code 
of Conduct. 

Furthermore, the ban on hookahs had 
taken effect only at the beginning of the 
year and had not been properly announced 
or enforced. Indeed, my anger was 
additionally fueled because my friends and 
I, in respect for the policies of the school, 
had taken the time to call the security 
office and inquire about hookah policy at 
Kalamazoo College. Unaware of the rule 
change of 2008-2009, the on-duty officer 
simply told us that the security office had 
no restrictions concerning hookah. 

When I later found out that the 
hookah policy I had violated was specified 
exclusively on the security website, my 
anger grew. As my friends and I later 
discussed, none of us had planned on 
breaking campus policy that night. Our 
mistake was just that-a mistake---and one 
made because of a lack of information and 
our trust in someone who made a similar 
oversight. 

All throughout spring quarter last year, 
the case weighed heavily on my mind. 
Gradually, though, my attitude changed to 
one of determination. I was simultaneously 
in the midst of the application process 
for The Interfaith Spirituality House. 
Receiving probation could preclude me 
from my eligibility to live at the house and 
participate in its events. 

Through the initial process I fought 

hard to show my case to those responsible 
for deciding my punishment. I let them 
know why I made the mistakes I had 
and I pleaded with them to consider my 
intentions. Then, when this rationale was 
rejected and I received a sentence of 3 
quarters probation, I appealed and asked 
the appellate board to consider my actions 
in a different light. 

Even after the appeal my sentence was 
not lessened. In the official letter I received 
from Associate Dean of Students Karen 
10shua-Wathel, I was told that my "actions 
and decisions were unacceptable and had 
a negative impact on the Community 
as a whole." Though I found the entire 
letter upsetting, especially this passage, I 
once again regrouped and decided to do 
something about the situation. 

Though my case was decided, what 
would stop similar interpretations of the 
Student Code of Conduct in the future? 
How could we begin to change the culture 
of an institution that I love so very much 
yet within which I see an obvious need for 
reform? What could make students aware 
of similarly obscure rules? Throughout 
the next days my thoughts drifted fitfully 
in and out of these endless questions as I 
simultaneously asked myself what I could 
do. 

The answers came slowly, but 
gradually quickened as they gained 
momentum. First, I wrote an article in this 
very paper telling students an abbreviated 
version of my case and asking them to join 
me in my quest to change the culture of 
Kalamazoo College. The response to this 
article was phenomenal and encouraging. 
It became clear that I was not the only one 
interested in such matters. 

Then, I met with former head of 
Students for Sensible Drug Policy (SSDP) 
Leeor Schweitzer K' II, who aided me in 
writing my appeal, to discuss my options. 
As I already knew, Leeor was a determined 
advocate of students' rights and perhaps one 
of the most involved activists in the student 
body. Within two weeks of my case, Leeor 
had already drafted a Student Commission 
resolution that I co-sponsored, resolving 
reform on college hookah pOlicy. 

Approved last spring, this resolution 
was officially submitted to the school and 
in some ways has had a clear impact on 
the school's policy. As many students have 

noted to me this fall, hookahs have been 
relocated to a more appropriate location 
on the website. Instead of being listed 
erroneously under drug paraphernalia 
they are now properly classified under 
the smoking section of Residential Life's 
Policies. They have not,. I might add (as 
some people have thought), been removed 
altogether from the list of prohibited items. 
Seemingly insignificant, I nonetheless 
cannot help but feel encouraged. Change is 
slow, but important. 

As further indication of what I hope 
is a continuing trend, SSDP was also able 
to influence the college to change to the 
"Good Samaritan Policy." Standard at most 
schools, this policy protects students who 
attempt to help dangerously intoxicated 
peers. Though the school still reserves 
the right to punish them, the Kalamazoo 
College Alcohol Policy now states that 
"The College desires to exempt the student 
seeking help from formal disciplinary 
action." Together these instances make it 
undeniable to me that students joining the 
movement are effecting real change in the 
culture of Kalamazoo College. 

While I would encourage anyone 
interested in this movement to join SSDP 
or Student Commission, whose actions 
have already had a palpable effect, I would 
also like to extend another invitation. To 
those who feel caught in a similar situation 
to the one I found myself in last spring or 
to those that sympathize with myself or 
others like me, I would invite you to ask 
me for help or to join me in helping others. 

It is my belief that anyone accused of 
a Code of Conduct violation should have 
the ability to prepare an adequate defense 
and receive aid when they are wrongly or 
unfairly punished. For this reason, during 
winter quarter I hope to establish a group to 
address this type of circumstances. Further, 
I believe this group could also be used to 
increase general awareness of the Code 
of Conduct and partner with other student 
organizations to lobby for necessary 
changes. While I am as of yet unsure of the 
feasibility of such all organization I hope 
to hear your opinions on the usefulness of 
such an organization. In the meantime I 
would like to take this chance to thank all 
of those students who have already worked 
to change this place and all those who 
surely will. Thank you. 

By ARACELY VASQUEZ 
Contributor 

As previous articles have indicated, 
the school calendar is going to change, 
and there is debate as to what these 
changes should be. As students are 
thinking about what would best benefit 
them, there are some overarching 
worries: having a break split a quarter, 
financial burden for the school and 
students, and what this will mean for 
people with jobs back home. 

"[The administration] should think 
more about the out of state students," 
said Tanj McMeans K'12, who is from 
New York. 

McMean is referring to the cost of 
an added plane ticket, which is what 
Proposal A is calling for. 

Lindsey Gaston K'12 said, "It 
was difficult to find jobs this summer" 
because of the fact that we get out so 
late. Proposal A would change that, 
however Gaston also said that as a diver 
she worries about winter break being cut 
to two weeks because the team does a 
training session during that time and that 
would mean that there would not be time 
to go back horne. 

Option B is drawing support from 
students who live far, and students that 
do not want a split quarter. 

Wolf Williams K'12 said that 
the traveling she would have to do 
with Proposal A "is expensive, time 
consuming, and all the travel is 
tiresome. " 

Williams also said "it would be 
detrimental to my learning" to have a 
split between a quarter for two weeks, 
which is what Proposal A is calling for. 

Williams, along with Hannah 
Reischl K'I2, also voiced their concern 
about the chance of having assignments 
assigned during winter break because is 
it in the middle of a quarter. 

One thing is certain-the calendar 
will be changed, and if students want a 
certain option more than another they 
should go to loday's meeting at 6 p.m. in 
the Richardson room, otherwise known 
as Jazzrnan's. 
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"Paranormal Activity": I'm Afraid It Is Not That Scary 

" By MATI MAXIMIUK 
Staff Writer 

Micah and Katie are sleeping 
quietly in their bed with the 
camera running during a scene 
in "Paranormal Activity." Slowly 
the sheets start to move on the 
bed. An unseen force begins to 
grab at Katie, moving her toward 
the edge of the bed. Then all of 
a sudden Katie is dragged from 
the bed and out the door of the 
room, screaming. Micah wakes 
up but not in time to stop her from 
going out the door and away with 
the unknown force. "Paranormal 
Activity" truly does have great 
elements of horror, but the sloppy 
execution and fleetingness of 
scary events hurts the overall goal 
of the film. 

the paranormal activity that has 
followed the girlfriend, Katie, 
her whole life. With the use of a 
top-of-the-line camera that her 
boyfriend Micah surprises her 
with, the couple can observe 
almost all the activity in the 
house. As the days with the 
camera go on, more and more 
scary events occur in the house 
until the unexpected dramatic 
conclusion. 

turns around to get the camera 
first. Sloat does a great acting 
job, but his character's childish 
attitude works against the main 
goal of the film. 

Katie, played by Katie 
Featherston, is unfailingly great 
throughout the film. She always 
has a fear that one can see and 
feel, and constantly finds herself 
having to scold Micah's childish 
pranks and yell at him for his 
insensitivity. Both of these 
characters work well together, but 
in the end they are unable to make 
up for the slow pace of the movie. 

Both of these characters work well together, but in the 
end they are unable to make up for the slow place of the 
mOVIe. 

The film follows a couple 
who have decided to monitor 

Micah, played by Micah 
Sloat, is constantly on his camera 
making jokes throughout the 
movie, which is entertaining, but 
does destroy the ambiance that is 
trying to be created in the film. He 
jokes most of the movie, so when 
the scary parts come one has had 
a lot of time to be laughing at the 
movie instead of being scared. 
This is consistent throughout the 
movie; Micah constantly goes to 
help Katie screaming in fear, but 

"Paranormal Activity" loses 
a lot of its scariness due to the 
length of the film. There is so 
much time in between demonic 
activity that viewers have time 
to calm down. Though build ups 
to more intense events in the 
film occur, they are so small that 
it is hard to be truly scared until 

halfway through the movie. Once 
the scary moments truly take 
off, the movie is horrifying, but 
by that point people have been 
waiting so long for them that they 
are just glad to see they are in the 
movie at all. 

The style of the film does 
leave a lot of the suspense up to 
the imagination, which is truly 
effective. The reason a person 
gets scared in the film is not 
because he knows what is there, 
but for the opposite reason
one's mind makes everything far 
more horrifying in the fi 1m and 

" 
multiplies everything two-fold. 
This is very useful, but in the end 
it is not enough to save the film 
from its slow pace. 

"Paranormal Activity" has 
good qualities that really could 
have been great if the movie 
were created in a more effective 
way. That is not to say there 
was no fear there, but it was not 
sustained throughout the film, and 
of course, sustained fear is what 
one looks for in a horror film. 
Without that element, the movie 
failed to live up to the big shoes it 
was predicted to fill. 

Are We Too Old For Trick-or-Treating? 
DON'T FORGET TO 

By MEGAN GARN 
Contributor 

"Trick or treat, smell my feet, give me something 
good to eat. If you don't, I don't care, I'll pull down 
your underwear!" 

It's that time of the year again, when children dress 
up in costumes and gorge themselves with candy ... wait, 
end I say children? I've been trick-or-treating every year 
since I could walk-I'm 20. As college students, are we 
too old for trick or treating? 

I remember in high school, carefully putting my 
Halloween costume together, trying to be creative and 
ending up with socks all over my body (I was the place 
where all your missing socks went). But no matter how 
much enthusiasm I put into my costume and singing, 
parents would reluctantly give out candy looking at my 
friends and me as if we were lepers. They said, "Aren't 
you too old for this?" 

Associate Professor of Psychology Karyn 
Boatwright, who lives less than five 

minutes from campus, said she thinks it's wonderful 
that students trick-or-treat, and that she herself still has 
the joy of Halloween. 

"I think anyone who has the youthful joy for 
Halloween is more than welcome," she said, but noted 
that she doesn't encourage students to be selfish and 

stuff their faces with candy. "I encourage them to donate 
the candy," she said. 

George MacLeod, another resident right outside K's 
campus, agreed with Boatwright. "As long as they're 
in the spirit, that's fine," he said. The only problems 
that have arisen for him are based around what time of 
night students trick-or-treat. MacLeod usually turns off 
his porch light around 9 p.m., saying that if students 
are going to trick-or-treat, they should come between 
6 p.m. and 8 p.m. "I've never had any trouble; students 
have been very polite," he said. 

While I may find it to be more than acceptable to 
go trick-or-treating and sing about how if you don't give 
me candy I'll pull down your underwear, I'm starting to 
think that maybe I'm i=ature. 

Chris Skrocki K'12 didn't seem to think college 
students are too old for trick-or-treating. "I'd rather just 
go to a Halloween party," he said, then paused. "But 
where would we get all the candy?" 

Elizabeth Howcroft K' 12, who hasn 't been trick
or-treating since she was 10, had a different opinion. 

"I'm embarrassed. 1 cannot go up to a house and 
take candy from them," she said. "I think as college 
students it would be more appropriate to go to a 
Halloween party. I think we have to grow up after a 
certain point-buy your own candy." 

Tuesday, NOv. 3 
RIDES WILL RUN TO POWNG 

STATIONS FROM 9 A.M.- 6 P.M. 

FROM HUMPHREY HOUSE 

PARKING LOT 

FREE DONUTS AND APPLE 

CIDER WILL BE PROVIDED 



8 

HORNETS' 
SCHEDULE <>o 

o 
N·············································· 

M'28 WOMEN'S SOCCER 
VS. ALMA 
4:00 P.M. 

'-
Q) 

..!l 
E 
Q) 

> o 
Z 
• 

VOLLEYBALL 
AT OLIVET 

7 P.M. 

~ 29········································· 

o 
N 

~ .......................................... . 

~ 30 WOMEN'S SWIM-
'
Q) 

..!l 
o -u o 

1 

2 

31 

MING, DIVING 
AT ST. MARY'S 6 P.M 

VOLLEYBALL 
VS. ST. MARY'S 

7 P.M. 

VOLLEYBALL 
AT ALBION 
11:30 A.M. 

MEN'S SOCCER 
VS. CALVIN 

2:30 P.M. 
WOMEN'S SOCCER 

MIAA TOURNAMENT 
FIRST ROUND 

CROSS COUNTRY MIAA 
CHAMPIONSHIPS AT 

ADRIAN 

3 VOLLEYBALL MlAA 
TOURNAMENT FIRST 

ROUND 
WOMEN'S SOCCER 

MlAA TOURNAMENT 
SEMIFINALS 

SPORTS I The Index, October 28,2009 

Hornet of the Week 
Colleen Leonard K'12 
Volleyball 

By USA PHll..LIPS 
Sports Editor 

Leonard K' 12 had 16 kills in Kalamazoo 
College's 5-set loss to Alma this 
weekend. She has been a consistent 
offensive force for the Hornets, leading 
the team in kills in 17 games this season, 
which has earned her a 10"'-place ranking 
in the MlAA in average kills per game 
(MlAA.org). 

Kalamazoo College's Schroeder Siblings 
Dish on Soccer and Rivalry 
By VATSAL BAJPAI 
Staff Writer 

With an average 0.71 goals against him, 
goalie Ben Schroeder K' lOis having quite a 
senior season on the men's soccer team. This 
should not corne as much of a surprise, as 
he has honed his skills trying to stop sister 
Julia's shots for years. Julia Schroeder K' 12, a 
forward on the Kalamazoo women's team, has 
helped keep the Hornets (now at 5-1-1 MlAA) 
in the hunt for an MlAA title, and was honored 
as MlAA Offensive Player of the Week earlier 
this season. The Schroeder siblings comment 
on Kalamazoo soccer and sibling rivalry: 

Who trains harder? 

JULIA: I guess I put more time into soccer 
than Ben, but my position requires a little 
more fitoess. Plus he's always had that natural 
athletic talent, especially as a goalie. During 
the summer, though, we'll run together and go 
up to the field and kick the ball around and I'll 
shoot on him, so we both get some work in. 

BEN: Definitely Julia. She is about as fit 
as anyone 1 know. She's crazy-she'll train 
with me, then go for a five mile run, then play 
in a game later that day. 

Why did you pick soccer as your sport? 

JULIA: I've played soccer since I was 
four, but up until about seven I was scared of 

the ball and I just played for the snacks after 
the game. Something hit me one summer at a 
soccer camp I was at-l was kind of fast and 
I could score goals. Since then, I have loved 
soccer. 

BEN: I've played soccer since I was 
little, but my morn bought me FIFA '98 when 
I was about ten years old, and I loved learning 
about all the different teams and players. I 
remember learning how to play goalkeeper 
by watching the FIFA goalies make saves and 
then imitating them. 

You guys affect the play on separate ends 
of the field. How does it feel to be the last line 
of defense (Ben), and the person responsible 
for scoring (Julia)? 

BEN: As a goalkeeper, I have to stay 
focused for the full 90 minutes. I don't have as 
many plays to make, but if I make a mistake, 
it could cost us the ganle. And if! do give up a 
bad goal, I have to forget about it immediately. 

JULIA: Every time I get the ball I want 
to make something happen. I love to attack 
and go to goal and it's great to have so many 
people on the teanl to combine with. 

Julia, can YOLl make a penalty kick on 
Ben? 

JULIA: Definitely. He can't dive left. 
BEN: Not a chance. If she does, she's 

walking horne. 

Sports History 
Now and Then 
By STEFAN DYLEWSKI 
Staff Writer 

OCt. 17, 1968. Olympic 
medalists Tommie Smith and 
John Carlos are forced to return 
their awards because they raised 
their fists in a black-power salute 
during the medal ceremony. 

Oct. 20, 1968.21-year
old high jumper Dick Fosbury 
wins the gold medal when he 
high-jumps 7 feet 4 114 inches 
at the Mexico City Olympic 
Games. It was the international 
debut of Fosbury's unique 
jumping style. Known as the 
"Fosbury Flop," it is still used 
today. 

Oct. 21, 2009. The 
Philadelphia Phillies beat the 
Los Angeles Dodgers 10-4 
to win the National League 
Championship Series in five 
games, sending the Phillies to 
their 2"" straight World Series. 

Oct. 22, 2009. 
Announcement given that 
Oakland Raiders Head Coach 
Tom Cable won't face assault 
charges for allegedly throwing 
former assistant coach Randy 
Hanson from a chair, leaving 
Hanson with a broken jaw. 

Oct. 23, 2009. Cincinnati 
Bengals Chad Ochocinco was 
fined $10,000 for wearing a 
black chinstrap on his helmet. 
NFL conduct policy demands 
players all wear a white 
chinstrap. 

Oct. 24, 1972. Hall of Fame 
baseball player, family man, 
CiVl I rights leader and national 
hero Jackie Robinson dies at age 
53 after suffering a heart attack 
in his home in Connecticut. 
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K's List Launched Online Anti -Discrimination Ordinance Passes in Kalamazoo 
By KELSEY NUTIALL 
Staff Writer 

With K's movement toward greener practices, 
programs that promote simpler and more energy 
efficient ways of living are continually coming out 
of the woodwork. One such project is the 3-week-old 
K's List, a resource-sharing progranl that promotes 
recycling through a forum comparable to Craigslist 
or Freecycle. 

''The nature of the recycling system is it's a little 
fluid," said JillianA. McLaughlin K' lO, on integrating 
her program into the sustainability efforts on campus 
through her sustainability internship. McLaughlin 
said she sees K's List as being complementary to other 

See K'S LIST, Page 7 

By WILL CHEATHAM 
Head Copy Editor 

Sixty-two percent of voters 
across 19 Kalamazoo precincts voted 
on Tuesday, Nov. 3 to pass Ordinance 
l856, an antidiscrimination 
ordinance which ensures that gay, 
lesbian, and transgender citizens will 
be protected in matters regarding 
housing, employment, and public 
accommodations. 

The ordinance passed 7,671 to 
4,73l. 

"The community is really 
sending a message that Kalamazoo is 

a place that is open and accepting, a 
community where people want to be, 
and a place where I want to be," said 
Andrew Grayson K'lO, co-leader of 
KaleIdoscope. 

Although the City CommissIOn 
passed it unanimously twice before, 
the anti-discrimination ordinance 
garnered enough protest, in the 
form of a city-wide petition, to be 
up for referendum on Tuesday's 
ballot. Most controversial about the 
ordinance was the clause barring 
discnmination based on sexual 
orientatIOn and gender Identity in 

terms of employment, housing and 
publIc accommodations. 

Emily Wright K'l2 said that 
at first she didn't understand why 
someone would vote against an anti
discrimination ordinance. 

"I figured there must be some fine 
print or something in the ordinance 
that we're not hearing about," she 
said, "but then I researched it and ... 
why would you vote against that?" 

Tammer Boutros K'l2 said, 

See ELECTION, Page 3 

Honors Convocation Celebrates Accomplishments ofK Students 
By ERICA DOMINIC 
Staff Writer 

In any other week it would have 
been a normal Thursday afternoon. 
But on Thursday, Oct. 29 in Olmstead 
Room, Associate Professor of Romance 
languages Katie MacLean spoke about 
mysticIsm in seventeenth-century 
Spanish inlperial policy as a preamble to 
the Honors Day Convocation ceremony 
that occurred the next day. 

The lecture was no ordinary liberal 
ru;ts colloquium, in that it exemplified 
academic exploration and achIevement 
that K students would be lauded for the 
following day. 

Professor MacLean's talk covered 
various examples of influential female 
mystics in the early-modem period, 
including Spanish nun Marla de Agrcda, 

Honors Convocation in Stetson Chapel 

who advised the hesitant ruler King Philip 
IV. This and other examples demonstrated 
how through acting as a small part within the 
larger system, these dedicated individuals 
effectively changed their world-also not 

FEATURES 
A deeper look into the reasons behind 

K's brick roads. 

pg.5 

Pho/QIFrica Dominic 

unlike the Kalamazoo College students 
that were honored at Convocation. 

On the morning of Friday, Oct. 
30, parents, professors, and students 
gathered in Stetson Chapel to recognize the 

OP-EDS 
One student considers whether the 
party and academic scenes can be 

appropriately balanced. 
pg.6 

dedication and achievements of select K 
students. Convocation opened with a few 
words from Chaplain Elizabeth Candido. 
She addressed the assembly, recognizing 
the students and all those in the K College 
community that support them. 

"We give thanks to students who have 
inlmersed themselves ill their subjects," 
she said. "May we all be newly inspired 
by the energy and the commitment of all 
that want to know more." 

After a melodic performance 
from the Kalamazoo College Women's 
Ensemble, Provost Mickey McDonald 
formally welcomed everyone to Honors 
Day Convocation to "honor those making 
those contributions, as well as all those 
who have had a hand in making all thi$ 
possible." 

See CONVOCATION, Page 3 

SPORfS 
Women's soccer beats Calvin for 
first time ill eight years in MIAA 
semifinals. 

pg. 8 
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M~ola5 Gann 

Hometo\Vn: Traverse City, around the pinky 
in the Mitten 

Year Sophomore 

(Potentra/) MaioI' Double Major in Political 
Science and German 

(Potentia/) Study Ahmad Location: 
Hopefully Thailand or Germany 

Let 'f tn' some word association. If I my 
Kalall/azoo Colleg£'/all quartel' 2009 7th 
week, what do )'ou sa} I say, thank God 
I am leaving the next two weekends to go 
hunting. 

1(1'oU could be any/acuity and lor sWf/ 
member; who rOil be? I would be Barb or 
Betty, because they make me want to be a 
better man. 

Alosf emharrassing sOllg all y01l1' iTlilles ' 
Probably "f Ran" by flock of Seagulls 
RIch or famous and why? 
If either of those happens. then life just got 
real. 

Fal'O/'/te academic memol'),};'om this 
year: "I don't know what Bill Clinton 
was thinking when he was wllh Monica 
Lewinsky but I am sure he wasn't thinking 
It was for the defense of the state." -- John 
Dugas 

What do you \Vant to he remembel'ed by at 
Kalamazoo College? The guy who started 
a fraternity at K. but more likely, that guy 
With a bear costume. 

- Dion Bullock K' 12 
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K's LSO, Western's LSAand Fann Worker's Legal Services 

invite you to 

FIESTA 
at Western's Trimpe Building 

Saturday, November 7 at 8 p.m. 

what I Learned at 
Co//e!]e ... 

"I'm like half bird, half cougar, " 

-A professor reflecting upon her image 

"I read Perez Hilton. I find him interesting. It's like 
crack; you can't go back." 

-A professor admits an addiction 

"My role for as a teacher is to pull out ... " 
-A professor loses his train of thought 
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CONVOCATION: Fifty-Seven Student Recipients 

Continued from page 1 

Subsequently, fifty-seven student awardees 
were invited to come before the audience to accept 
a total of sixty awards. Students were recognized 
for achievements in fine arts, foreign languages, 
humanities, natural sciences and mathematics, 
social sciences, physical education, and other select 
non-departmental awards based on their work in the 
previous academic year(s). 

One of these recipients, Christine Lewis K' 12, 
commented on receiving the Maggie Wardle Prize 
in light of her contribution to athletics-particularly 
swimming-community service, and the social 
sciences: "I'm really pleased; I'm really honored ... 
In a class where people are capable of doing so 
many great things, it's great to be recognized for 
some of the work I put forth." 

written in the fall quarter of first year, expressed 
similar sentiments: "I was really excited and 
surprised ... really proud." 

Honored specifically from her first year essay 
comparing two short works of graphic literature, 
she encouraged all first years to consider submitting 
an essay at the beginning of next year. 

Additionally, other groups of students stood 
to be recognized, including eleven National Merit 
Scholars and the Enlightened Leadership Award 
recipients from the class of 2013, as well as those 
who earned MlAA awards for achievement in 
athletics and academics. 

As MacLean said in the Honors Convocation 
colloquium the previous day, "I think it is useful to 
look at the contemporary world as a later state of a 
centuries-long process." 

3 

Rebecca Staudenmaier K'12, recipient of the 
O. M. Allen Prize in English for the best essay 

Therefore, it makes sense to set aside one 
morning every year to honor all the previous work 
of dedicated students who have achieved so much. The Provost speaks at HOMrs Convocation 

ELECTION: Rides to the Polls Garner Big Response Among Students 
Continued from page 1 

"I don't know if you've ever been 
discriminated against. but ... I have, and 
it's not a great feeling." 

He also noted that a person's sexual 
on entation and gender identity have 
"absolutely nothing to do with how well 
they get the job done." 

Media of the opposition movement 
focused almost entirely on the 
consequences of allowing freedom of 
expression in "public accommodations," 
such as restrooms. 

"The problem is homophobia and 
the deep-rooted fears people have of 
sexual difference," said Gail Griffin, 
professor of English. "The fact that 
women's bathrooms somehow reached 
the top of the agenda in this diSCUSSIOn, 
is just an indication of some terrible 
deeper fear that I don't understand at 
all." 

"It's also completely irrational," 
she said, "since right now transgendered 
people go into bathrooms. transvestites 
go into bathrooms." and "it wouldn't 
have emerged in the forefront if it hadn't 
been dragged tlJere, if it hadn't been 
forced to the forefront by people who 

have some kind of interest ill getting this 
thing defeated. And Ijust don't get thaI." 

Griffin added, "I'm not even vaguely 
concerned if there's a male-to-female 
transsexual in the stall next to me. It's 
never crossed my mind in my life." 

Associate Professor of Psychology 
Karyn Boatwright recalled that, along with 
thousands of other residents of Kalamazoo, 
she received a doorlmocker from the 
opposition movement that depicted an 
odd-looking individual "peering into a 
unisex bathroom." 

"Many residents of Kalamazoo do not 
fully understand the gender identity issues 
faced by transgendered men and women," 
Boatwright said. "Most frequently they 
associate gender identity issues with sexual 
behavior, more specifically pathological 
sexual behavior. So to dissuade voters 
from supporting equal right and equal 
protection in the workplace, the opposition 
for 1856 focused on the underlying fears 
of the uninfonned, i.c. that they may 
be endangered physically. sexually, or 
emotionally. by transgendered individuals 
ill the restroom. In reality. transgcndered 
people are rarely the perpetrators." 

Lizzy Forsythe K' 10, a transgendered 
woman, said "most transgendered people 
are afraid of being attacked," and that 
across the country "anti-assault laws are 
already in place to protect people." 

To help "get out the vote," faculty and 
staff drove students from Humphrey House 
to the polling station and back between 
8 a.m. and 6 p.m. Griffin coordinated 
Tuesday's volunteers, who continue the 
"K Votes" LDillative begun years ago 
by Breigh Montgomery K'06, assistant 
director of the Mary Jane Underwood 
Stryker Institute for Service-Learning. 
Free cider and donuts may have inspired 
some K voters to hitch a ride to the polls, 
but regardless, hundreds may have been 
unable to vote without transportation. 

"I wouldn't walk," said Liz Pope 
K'12. "I don't know how far I would go 
out of my way to go, but 1 think because the 
college doe make it available, therefore 1 
defimtely go." 

Sarah. Spigclman K' 12 said, "ThiS is 
important to me, so I would have tried to 
get a friend to drive me if 1 hadn't been 
able to walk there " [and] I definitely 
wouldn't walk it alone.. I'm really glad 

that they do this, because 1 definitely 
want to vote." 

Griffin said the turnout was better 
than expected. "We were busy all 
morning [and] at 3 o'clock this afternoon 
we had a huge crowd ... we actually 
needed more drivers than we had." 

Lindsey Kamen K' 12, co-leader of 
Kaleidoscope, first learned of ordinance 
1856 when someone workmg for the 
opposition movement knocked on her 
door and asked, "Want to get to vote 
on a gay rights issue?" Instead, drawn 
immediately to support the ordinance, 
once she uncovered a few details, Kamen 
helped K-Scope to coordinate "dornl 
storms" and phone banks, and to Sign up 
unregistered students. 

She remembers that getting support 
was less a challenge than "getting people 
to take actIOn on that support." 

Nonetheless. said Kamen, "Betwe~n 
K and Western, [we] set a record [for 
the 1 number of new [registered] voters in 
a mumclpal election." Reflecting on the 
success of the campus-wide pro-1856 
efforts, she said K students "have been 
phenomenal. " 
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Ups and Downs 
of Family 
Weekend 
By ARACELYVASQUEZ 
Staff Writer 

Many students may have noticed 
the table in the atrium on their way to 
lunch on Friday, or perhaps had a parent 
or two sit in on a class that afternoon
yes, family weekend had arrived. From 
Oct. 30 to Nov. I, parents, along with 
other family members, were invited 
to come and spend a fun weekend 
with their son or daughter, but even 
for those whose parents were not able 
to come, the weekend brought along 
some perks, including the Halloween 
festivities. 

Whether parents traveled three 
hours by car or six hours, including a 
flight and car ride from Detroit, it was 
a time to be reunited with parents and 
siblings. 

"It was nice being able to see my 
parents because they live so far away," 
said Edwin Harris K'12, who also said 
that, "it was nice that my parents were 
able to meet my friends." 

Those students that were not able 
to see their parents were still able to 
enjoy something. 

Sarive Bagheri K'12, whose mom 
was only able to come for a few hours 
on Sunday, said "I enjoy parent's 
weekend because the cafeteria offers 
better food than usual." 

And for those students who were 
parentless, family weekend may 
have offered them an invite to go eat 
off campus with their roommate or 
friend's family. 

But there was a ' perceived 
downside to famuy weekend as well 

Dylan Buckley K' I 2 said, "It 
was kmd of unfortunate that [family 
weekend] was on the same weekend as 
Halloween. " 

This complaint of having two 
big events-family weekend and 
Halloween- at the same time seemed 
to be shared across the board. Yet, for 
those whose parents were unable to 
travel here to K, Halloween was a great 
holiday to get the mind off of this event 
and onto another. 
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Frelon's Fall Production Raises Money for the Arts 
By ABBY BRENNAN 
Staff Writer 

On Wednesday, Oct. 28, Frelon Dance 
Company presented its fall production, 
Arts, Feets, and Beats. All proceeds 
benefited the Arts Council of Greater 
Kalamazoo, an organization whose 
mission is to support, promote and fund 
individual artists and arts organizations 
in Kalamazoo County, including local 
schools. It does so by providing the public 
with free fine-art programs, re-granting 
opportunities, and varying member 
services. 

Arts, Feets, and Beats took place in 
the Dalton Theatre of the Light Fine Arts 
Building and featured dancers, musicians, 
poets, and actors, as well as a display of 
student artwork. 

The executive director of the Arts 
Council, Anne Berquist, gave the opening 

remarks at the performance, reminding 
the audience that "The arts are not a 
commodity. They are a necessity." 

The Frelon Dance Company 
performed six dances: "Sing, Sing, Sing" 
by the Spitfire Band, choreographed by 
Kristen Jost K' I 0; "Mercy" by Duffy, 
choreographed by Katy Ehlert K'IO; 
"At Last" by Etta James, choreographed 
by Marina Takagi K '10 and featuring a 
student vocalist; "lmitosis" by Andrew 
Bird, choreographed by Laura Marshall 
K' 10; "The Nicest Thing" by Kate Nash, 
choreographed by Anna Hassan K'IO; 
and "Green Light" by John Legend, 
choreographed by Erik Aiken K'IO and 
Blayne Milbeck K'I O. 

Musicians included Tabitha Nichols 
K'IO and Briana Payne K'IO, who sang 
Alicia Keys' "Teenage Love Affair"; 
guitarist Chris Hutchinson K'IO, who 
sang "Crestfallen Angel"; pianist Samuel 
Arnoabeng K' 12, who performed Zdenko 

Counseling Corner: 

Fibich's "Poem" and Glenn Miller's 
"Moonlight Serenade"; vocalist Alida 
Baranowski K'IO, who sang "At Last"; 
guitarist Ben Cooper K'IO, who played 
"Oklahoma Revisited"; and vocalists 
Natalie Brazeau K'IO, Laura Fox K'IO, 
and Clare Lindley K'IO who sang 
"Nightingale" a capella. 

Dion Bullock K'l2, Ashlen Courtney 
K'IO, Joseph Schafer K'IO, and Nick 
Moeller K' I 0 all performed original 
spoken word poems. Kalamazoo students 
Jesse Cupp K'13, Ian Harbage K'l 0, Kelly 
Hurd K'IO, Emily Kuehn K'IO, Michelle 
Lamont K'IO, Jeanette Lee K'IO, Laura 
Marshall K'IO, Sarah Michayluk K'IO, 
and Sadie Sheldon K'IO had artwork 
featured in the gallery of the Fine Arts 
Building as well. 

After the last dance, Cirque du K 
gave a performance outside the Fine Arts 
Building featuring fire jugglers and fire 
eaters. 

By SARA PARMANN Unplug, Power Down & Reboot 
MSW Counseling Intern 

We all know the dreaded panic that 
ensues when we seem to have lost our 
cell phone. Digging into every pocket, 
checking bags, lookmg at every surface 
within a ten foot radius, and nothing to 
be found. The fear of disconnecting from 
Important people and responsibilities 
IS an unnerving experience "What if an 
emergency happens"", "What if I miss 
an lInportant call from my boss?", "What 
if I ITllSS my mobile Facebook update 
from the cutie I met at the party this 
weekend and he th nks I don't like him 
because I haven't responded withm tlurty 
seconds!?" Strange thoughts pour into our 
m1l1ds when left 111 a space of uncertainty. 

As a student It IS imperative to use 
technology to write papers, hear about 
campus events, and kecp in touch With 
fricnds and family. At what point though, 
do we begin to enter a state of hyp.cr-

connecllvity? It has become the norm 
to walk to class With earbuds on, set up 
a laptop computer. and casually check 
the phone for new text messages. In that 
whole process of constant availability 
to others, where have we made room to 
be available to ourselves and our own 
thoughts? 

Studic~ have shown that an increase 
in technology use can decrease a student's 
ability to concentrate. increase stress 
responses, and impact the ability to 
communicate effectively in interpersonal 
relationships. With the busy lives of 
everyone Oll campus, incorporating a 
healthy lJalanee of time alone vs. time with 
others Will increase health and wellbeing. 

So what would that balance look like, 
anyway'! You could try to find a quiet 
space and it in silence for 10 mmutcs 
each day. Or go for a walk during this 

beautiful fall weather. Talk WIth a friend 
(dare I say in person?) and really focus 
on just listenmg to !urn or her. Or even 
try to take a deep breath wherever you 
are. close your eyes for a few seconds, 
and simply sit wuh your thoughts. 

ror many people it call be a scary 
concept to be alone or in silence. Often 
we confuse the idea of doing nothing 
with bemg unproductive. However, 
relaxation and slowing down have a 
proven beneficial impact on how th(' 
body and mind function. Let 11 be okay 
to unplug from everything for a little 
whIle. Let yourself do nothing, without 
judgment or expectation. The world will 
not stop spuming just because you have. 
And your newest Facebook crush will 
not advocate for a "dislike" button just 
because you wait a few more seconds to 
respond. 
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College Launches Pilot K -Guides Program to Assist College Adjustment 
By DION BULLOCK 
Staff Writer 

To an incoming first-year, college 
may seem like a maze, confusing and 
overwhelming. It is portrayed as a 
place to "find yourself." With study 
abroad, rigorous study, internships and 
extern ships, and Senior Individualized 
Projects, it may seem easy to get lost. 
Kalamazoo College realized that risk 
and took the precaution to establish the 
K-Guides program. 

K's stated mission is "to prepare 
its graduates to better understand, 
live successfully within and provide 
enlightened leadership to a richly diverse 
and increasingly complex world." In 

serving that mission, the K-Guides 
program, headed by Dr. Zaide Pixley, 
plans to ensure the resources at K
namely the Writing Center, the Center 
for Career Development, and the Center 
for International Programs-are fully 
accessible to every student. 

According to Dr. Pixley, the program 
shows that Kalamazoo College faculty 
and staff are dedicated to helping first
years adjust and excel in their new 
environment. The program is being 
tested by two current first year seminars, 
"Gender, Sexuality, and Identity" and 
'~The Empire Writes Back" taught by 
Kathleen White Smith and Jennifer 
Einspahr, respectively. 

K designed the pilot program to give 

first-year students access to two faculty 
members with whom to speak-one as 
an academic advisor, and one as a guide 
to the college. The academic advising 
role is the same as in preceding years, 
and changes once the student declares 
a major. However, the guide stays with 
all of the seminar's students for all four 
years, available to help along the way. 

As a guide, faculty members will 
work with students to "identify, develop, 
and pursue passions through experiential 
education programs." Combining the 
K-Guides program with the Peer Leader 
program, students will be able to discuss 
interests on both an academiC and 
personal level. 

One drawback to conducting the 

K-Guides program, according to Dr. 
Pixley, is that staff members are already 
busy with their other responsibilities. 
Adding the position ofK-Guides might be 
overwhelming for already-overburdened 
faculty. A solution might be to hire 
more staff, but then financial costs could 
outweigh the benefits. 

Another drawback along with 
staffing would come from extra training 
needed for guides. Often students 
complain that their advisor is not of the 
same department as their intended major; 
the same difficulty could arise with the 
K-Guides program. Results from the pilot 
program should clarify those difficulties 
and determine the effectiveness of the 
K-Guides program. 

K College's Brick Roads Provide Campus With History and Character 
By EMILY TOWNSEND 
Staff Writer 

Picture this: it's early. The 
alarm rings. You have to get out of 
bed. It's cold, dark, and your first 
class is in 20 minutes. You decide 
to make a cup of coffee and put it 
ID a thermos. You can afford to do 
this, as long as you bike to class. 
You go outside, and discover the 
roads arc rain-slicked from last 
night's downpour. You climb on 
your bike, coffee secured, books 
in tow, and turn onto Academy 
Street. You make it about 6 feet, 
before the bike slips under you 
and you go fiying. Your bag's 
contents spill on to the bricks, 
your scalding coffee IS on your 
coat, and your hantls are scraped. 

There are multiple reasons 
why you might've slipped: loose 
break pads, a top heavy load, 
or perhaps it's the uneven, wet 
bncks of Academy Street. You 
look down at the red blDDpy 
little perpetrators. and wonder to 
yourself, 'Why does Kalamazoo 
College have bricks. anyway?' 

The brick streets that surround 
Kalamazoo College are a part of 
everyday life, but their existence 
is anything but arbitrary. The 
college started to make a 

conscious effort to transform 
Academy Street-from the top 
of the hill to the railroad-and 
Thompson Street from cement 
and pavement into brick in 1990. 
in an initiative led by Franklin 
Tessler, a professor at the time, 
and with support from students 
and faculty. 

The change was made with 
the IDtent to preserve the historical 
integrity of the school, but other 
perks were associated with the 
brick streets. According to the 
National Main Street Center, 
among the reasons to revitalize 
and preserve brick streets in 
American communities are: a 
symbol of community economic 
health, quality of life, pride and 
history; it creates a stronger tax 
base; it's an incubator for new 
businesses; a catalyst for retail to 
stay m one area; protects property 
value, and a attraction for tourism. 
Brick streets on our campus 
predominately offer a sense of 
charm, history, and character. 

Heidi Butler, of the Kalamazoo 
College Archives. said that "brick 
material has much more history 
than asphalt. Individual bricks 
are imprinted with the name 
and location of the brickyard
where they were made. Also, city 

records are more likely to list 
where the bricks are made, when 
the street was put down, who 
worked on them, how much it 
cost, than concrete streets." 

Additionally, Butler said 
that "Kalamazoo College is 
historically known as the fair 
Arcadian hills. Arcadia is a region 
of ancient Greece that is depicted 
as a place of simple pleasure 
and quiet. Most of the buildings 
on campus are in the Georgian 
revival architecture, and personify 
this 'simple pleasure and quiet'. 
Kalamazoo College is much 
more cohesive stylistically than 
other campuses. The brick streets 
contribute to that cohesiveness." 

Cost was another reason 
the college started the process of 
restoring the brick streets. Despite 
brick roads creating a stronger 
tax base, they are a bit more cost 
effective than pavement streets. 

K's Director of Facilities 
Management Paul Manstrom 
descnbed the costs, labor, and 
process: "For the past twenty 
years the school has hired a 
mason, Jeff Sherman, and five 
to six students to repair and lay 
down new brick. The streets are 
owned by the city, so they provide 
a concrete base. The college then 

purchases the sand, labor, 
and recycled bricks." 

With all safety and 
inconveniences aside, it 
appears that Kalamazoo 
College is committed to 
the character, history, and 
small cost of our brick 
streets. 

Repairs to Academy Street, (at 
right). 

Bricks are used as a message 
board in respanse to hate crime 

on campus (below). 
Photos courtesy of 

Kalamazoo College Archivies 
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Is There Such a Thing as 
Healthy Partying? 
By LISA PHILLIPS 
Sports Editor 

I don't consider myself a particularly 
rambunctious or rebellious student. I study 
and take my academics seriously. And I'm 
also a proud member of the K College 
party scene. 

Partying seems to be an out-of-bounds 
topic in academia, due to the illegality 
of underage drinking. But this article is 
not meant to be a criticism of the college 
alcohol policy, as I wholeheartedly agree 
that the college should enforce the law. 
Rather, I'd like to have an open discussion 
of the social rather than legal aspect of 
partying. College students are going to 
party despite drinking laws, and it's about 
time we start talking openly about it. 

In many ways, the • partier , on the 
college campus seems to be the foil to 
the . academic'. We excuse bad grades or 
lack of academic dedication to "Oh, well 
shelhe's a partier." We conceal our party 
stories from our professors; lie about our 
weekend revelry to our advisors. The 
implication is that one cannot do both, 
party and be serious about one's studies. 
Even the fact that I feel the need to assert 
my academic commitment at the start of 
this piece shows how conditioned I am to 
stigmatize partying. 

This stigma is probably largely due to 
the debauchery associated with partying. 
College parties connote images of drunken 
underage students using alcohol as an 
excuse to make bad decisions. Many 
movies that illustrate college life, i.e. 
"Animal House," reinforce this image. In 
the U.S., college partying is deemed more 
worrisome than worthwhile. 

When I went to Ecuador for Study 
Aboard, I found myself immersed in a 
culture with a different interpretation of 
partying. Partying was not even remotely 
stigmatized, but rather embraced. All 
festivals, holidays, and most weekends 
involved partying. Students and professors 
alike did not hide their weekend escapades. 

It was disconcerting for me to 
adjust to a culture where revelry was so 

wholeheartedly accepted. The stigma I 
had associated with partying became very 
apparent, causing me to consider: which 
view of partying did I adhere to? 

I found my answer mirrored the 
Ecuadorians and had nothing to do with 
copious drinking or making bad decisions. 
I see partying as socially valuable. 

In Kalamazoo, the social value of 
partying IS unquestionable. At a small 
college like K, house parties are the 
weekend social scene of the campus. Even 
when I'm now 21 and carr go to the bar, 
I find myself at K parties because it's the 
most sure-fire way to hang out with my 
friends. 

I'm not arguing that debauchery or 
binge drinking doesn't happen, because it 
does. But it's not the only activity, or the 
most frequent activity, that happens at 
parties. More often, parties are a way to 
convene with everyone at a setting other 
than the library. 

Partying also allows the opportunity to 
meet K students outside of one's classes or 
major. It mixes athletes and non-athletes, 
science and non-science majors; groupings 
that we all know are divisive at K. I've met 
way more friends outside of my discipline 
at parties than at any other function on 
campus. Parties amalgamate the student 
population in a way not necessarily seen 
anywhere else, something immensely 
beneficial to the college community. 

It's also worth noting that many K 
students can and do appropriately balance 
partying and school. The K party scene is 
unique to other colleges in the fact that it 
happens only on weekends, as we're all 
too busy studying on weekdays. In my 4 
years at K, I've seen countless examples of 
intelligent students with a great equilibrium 
between partying and studying. 

So, can partying be healthy? My liver 
would probably ·disagree. But I think it's 
time to dispel with the notion that partying 
is seen as contrary to academia, and 
acknowledge that maybe. just maybe, K 
parties have social value to the college as 
a whole. 

Therefore, yes, you will see me at this 
weekend's Kalamazoo house party. And I 
will not conceal it. 

OP-EDS/FEATUREI The Index, November 4,2009 

13~ w[£h; 13 V{;ttCV 
By BRITIA SEIFERT 
Staff Writer 

Sweet Potato Flapjacks 

Nothmg helps ease the transition from a relaxing weekend into a homework
filled Sunday like a good brunch. Brunch is a time to sit around with friends, let the 
embarrassing stories from the night before surface, and allow yourself a few more 
minutes of denial about that term paper that's due tomorrow. The classic omelet or 
buttermilk pancake can certainly hit the spot, but if you feel like mixing things up
or are simply looking for an excuse to avoid your homework a little bit longer
sweet potato flapjacks are a great way to kick start your week. 

Sweet potatoes generally come into season from October to January-though 
they are also avaIlable sporadically at other points in the year-so they're a great 
choice to buy locally at a time when other produce is going out of season. Don't 
refrigerate them; they'll last a week or two on your counter. Sweet potatoes are 
an incredibly nutritious tuber -a complex carbohydrate containing fiber, protein, 
Vitamin C and quite a dose of Vitamin A. I've always loved them for Lieir flavor 
and smoothness, but also their versatility-they're delicious with brown sugar and 
cinnamon but are wonderful in savory dishes, too. And though it might seem unlikely, 
they can show up at breakfast as well. 

I prefer the term "flapjack" to "pancake" because it makes me feel like a 
lumbeIjack. Wearing flannel also helps. But whether or not you share my strange 
fascination with large tree-chopping men, these sweet potato flapjacks are a delicious, 
nutritious and unconventional way to make your weekend last a little bit longer. 

Sweet Potato Flapjacks 

2 medIUm sweet pota
toes 
2 cups rolled oats 
I tablespoon olive oil 
4 eggs 
I egg white 
2 teaspoons vanilla 
extract 
2 teaspoons ground cin
namon 
Jf4 teaspoon nutmeg 
Jf4 teaspoon ground 
gmger 
2 tablespoons brown 
sugar 
I cup plam yogurt 

Pierce the sweet potato a few times WIth a fork. Wrap in a paper towel and cook 
m the microwave for five minutes at full power, or until tender. Cool slightly, and 
remove the skm wllh a small knIfe. Break sweet potato into chunks and blend in food 
processor or with mixer until only small chunks remain. 

Mix remaining ingredients in bowl Mix m sweet potato and add small amounts 
of water to deSIred consistency. 

Heat a lIghtly gr~ascd skillet over medium heat. Pour 114 cupfuls of batter onto 
the skillet when hot, and cook until bubbles appear on the surface Flip, and cook on 
the other side until browned. 

Great with plam yogurt and brown sugar or hOlley. 
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K'S LIST: Promoting Recycling Midwest Publication Re-Adapts Its Look 

Continued from page 1 

resource-sharing projects on 
campus, such as the Resource 
Exchange Progranl (REP) 
room, clothing swaps and tlle 
summer furniture sale. 

McLaughlin IS currently 
working under Paul 
Manstrom, director of facilities 
management, and undertook 
this project as a means to take 
immediate action toward a 
specific aspect of sustainable 
living: reduction. K's List is 
meant to initiate "new and 
creative" ways to work on 
recycling at K. 

It works as a forum 
for students, staff and 
organizations to post listings 
for items they need and items 
tlJey are givUlg away. K's 
List is accessible tllfough tlJe 
environmental sustainability 
website. "Orange. Black and 
Green." Like tlJe REP room. 
school supplies and other odds 
and ends can be donated and 

claImed· witllOut cost to tlJe 
user. Like on Craigslist, both 
parties involved Ul a transaction 
would use the site as a resource 
to contact each other directly 
and to make exchanges. 

Wllile tlJere are not many 
current users of the resource, 
it is young, and McLaughlm 
plans on its being promoted. 

One of tlJe largest selling 
points for students is tlJe 
concept of textbook exchange. 
A significant amount of paper, 
and high costs can be saved 
through the site. "You can buy 
textbooks from the bookstore, 
but they can be really 
expensive," McLaughlin said. 
Hcre, tlJough, the books could 
be freely exchanged to those 
who inquire about them. 

McLaughlin re-
emphasized tlJe cohesion of 
K's List witll REP and otlJer 
recycling programs at K. " I 
tlJmk what they do is really 
good. . just making people 
aware of what their products 
do to tlJe environment." 

By KELSEY NUTTALL 
Staff Writer 

pull inspiration out of these cities, 
and their new plan for the journal 
involves running area workshops to 
advocate creation and collaboration. 

"The Litribune," an arts The original plan for . "The 
journal concentrating on Midwest Litribune" divided it into two parts: 
Michigan, is re-adapting its look and an arts section and a journalistic 
events to appeal to a wider audience section. Wllile they have since 
and more textured culture. Coupling merged, tlJe group still looks for 
with the 826-National organization, variety and creative aspects for thei~ 
the founders are working with area pieces, including journalistic pieces, 
residents to compile a more colorful cartoons and plays. 
assortment of the "different" art "It's always going to be a 
forms tlJat their publication is struggle. but we'll getthere," Clinlie 
composed of. said of changing the journal to fit the 

The journal's based around new plan. "It's definitely a job. I just 
a series of goals, according to don't get paid for it right now." 
Dan Climie, co-founder working The group of college-aged 
III relations and organizations. founders and advocates has slowed 
He describes the journal as being down publication to work witlJ 826, 
centered around the idea of print, and are now putting out 50+ page 
allowing readers something to issues quarterly to accommodate 
hold in their hands; collaboration, tlJe workshop supplement. Climie 
which tlJe group sees as the best said tlJat they plan to use the spread
way to get anything done in society; out deadlines to selectively glean 
and objectivity In publication, submitted pieces and fundraise . 
something they find inlperative. "I don't want to put out issues 

The project is based out of just for the sake of putting out 
Kalamazoo and Grand Rapids, issues," he said. 
the cities that "The Litribune" The group is starting a storefront 
team is scattered between. They to accommodate tlJeir workshops in 

writing and tlJe arts. In correlation 
with 826 's otlJer Michigan stores, 
they will take on a theme for their 
younger audience, and are looking 
to rival the pirate and robot stores • 
scattered throughout the state. 
The owners of a local bookstore 
are helping to financially support 
the project. Their contribution is 
helping to afford "The Litribune" 
printing equipment, which it will 
also house in its new base. 

Clinlie described the shift as 
working toward something a little 
bit bigger. 

"Think big, start small," he 
said. 

He described the transfer of 
efforts from doing house parties to 
now working toward events housed _ 
at larger venues, saying tllat the 
latter was easier in comparison. 

Despite publication decreasing 
from monthly to quarterly, "The 
Litribune" will still be hosting -" 
events. Climie acknowledged the 
rnspirational importance of music to 
the group, but also said that tlJey are ,. 
trying to diversify tlJe entertainment 
at their events. They will host an 
event at The Strutt in December. 

Michael Jackson's "This Is It": You Can't Beat It 
By MATIMAXIMIUK 
Staff Writer 

The camera opens on to some of tlJe 
best dancers of our generation. All have 
gatlJered for a chance to be in Michael 
Jackson's final concerts; tlJe best of the best 
corning togetlJer for one common goal: 
to dance with Michael. All of them are 
willing to dedicate everythrng to the man 
that has inspired them and it is obvious 
that most have trained for this opportunity. 
This is one of the most influential scenes 
in "This Is It," as Michael Jackson's final 
work comes flying full force to tlJe screen 
and highlights the great performer's career 
in a way that can't be missed. 

"This Is It" follows tlJe preparation 
for tlJe final 50 concerts Michael Jackson 
would have performed before he retired. 
The movie stands as a documentary of 
tlJe show he was about to present before 

he died, and focuses on all aspects of tlJe 
show, from Michael's involvement to the 
lighting crew. inlfnersing the -audience in 
everything tlJat would have made it great. 
Michael is seen as a true dancing icon as 
he demands tlle very best at all times and 
works to be at his best. 

This documentary really captures 
the magic of a concert and throws the 
audience full force into the performance 
of a lifetinle. Tile effects for the show look 
amazing combined with the great music 
Michael cultivated over years. 

In one of the scenes Michael promises 
that he will perform tlJe songs that people 
love and he does just that. He pushes his 
music above and beyond in true Michael 
Jackson fashion and makes the show 
something that amplifies the music. 
Everything he performs is his best and it 
is great to see hin! performing "Thriller" 

again with a new dance crew. 
The "This Is It" dance crew brings 

so much energy to tlJe show as the 
documentary follows their work as well. 
They are just as dedicated to tlJe King of 
Pop's moves as he is and they bring their 
acrobatic skills into the movie throughout 
tlJe footage. 

Michael's band also mimics this with 
tlJelr remarkable skills being brought 
vocally and instrumentally. The band 
really pushes tlJe limits of tlJe show and 
Michael pushes tlle band with his constant 
showmanship. 

Even witlJ the high energy being 
brought to the scene there were a few 
issues in the documentary. Most of the 
footage follows practices witlJ Michael, so 
he might not always be going for those high 
notes common of Michael. He is saving his 
body for the concert to come so he does not 

push it to the Iin!it. This is not a huge issue 
but for the diehard fans they may find this 
a little disconcerting. He also leaves out 
practicing some of his classic dance moves 
which was a bit of a shock as a viewer, but 
once again he was getting on in age so to 
act like he can do the same things is a little 
too demandmg. 

This Is It" is a true tour de force in 
every way. It draws the audience visually, 
musically, and emotionally. By the end 
it is clear how much Michael's music 
meant to the world and tlJose it inspired. It 
pushed the envelope even today and took it 
somewhere music still does not go. Seeing 
it on the big screen is a must to understand 
tlJe true power tlJe concert would have had. ..,. 
This is the chance to see one of the greatest 
concerts of a I ifetinle and for those who 
wanted a way to get to see the concert in its ~ 
greatness tlJis is it. 
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Women's Soccer 
Stuns Calvin 
By LISA PHILLIPS 
Sports Editor 

The K women's soccer team 
followed the men's team's lead on 
Tuesday, Nov. 3, beating first-ranked 
Calvin in a stunmng defeat In the 
MlAA semifinals. 

The game remained scoreless 
throughout regulation play and two 
overtime periods, resulting in a hlgh
pressure shootout that Kalamazoo 
won 3-1. 

Paige Howell K'IO, Jackie Short 
K'l3, and Julia Schroeder K'I1 all 
registered goals for the Hornets in the 
shootout. Goalie Courtney McCoy 
K'I3 saved two of Calvin's shootout 
attempts, scaling the Kalamazoo 
victory. 

This is the first time in eight years 
that women's soccer has beat Calvin, 
who averaged 2.22 goals per game 
thiS season and beat the Hornets 2-1 
earlier this year. 

Corne support the Hornets as 
they battle for the MIAA title against 
AlbIOn in Kalamazoo on Saturday at 
12:00 p.m. AlbIOn, who finished 6th in 
the MlAA, tied Kalamazoo I-I earlier 
in the season. 

Hornets of 
the Week 

The Men's Soccer Team 
By VATSAL BAJPAI 
Sports Editor 

K Coaches Salute ... 
Hornets coaches commend some admirable 
peiformances this season. 

Compiled By LISA PHILLIPS 
Sports Editor 

Men's Golf - Coach Steve Tyler 

Captain Jordan 
Fairbanks K' II led the 
Hornets with a stroke 
average of 78.4, the 
lowest on the team in 
several years. Fairbanks 
gave much of the 
credit to Coach Tyler: 
"He really helped me 
with my lag putting 
and understanding 
that all good putters 
miss once in a while." 

Co-captain Brooks Tuyn 
K'II has been a standout for three years. Once again, Tuyn's 
stroke average was under 80.0 for the season. He never could 
get his putter working this season, but his sneaky length off 
the tee makes Tuyn one of the better players in the MlAA. 

Chris Dendrinos K'I1 held his stroke average at 82.1 for 
the season. He found his stride in the middle of the season, 
and his scores continued to drop rapidly towards the end. 

After a heartbreaking overtime loss at Olivet, the Hornets romped back in a big way with a 
3-0 win against Calvin, the 20th ranked team in the nation in Division ill, according to the 
NSCAA National Rankings. Calvin had been averaging 2.22 goals per game while holding 
opponents to 0.6l,roaking the 3-0 victory by the Hornets all the more impressive. Martin 
Blanc K ' 12 scored off a free kick in the 19th minute and Dane Carey K ' II, the MlAA 
leader in goals per game (0.5), scored the game-sealing third goal. The back four held strong 
as goalie Ben Schroeder K'I 0 lowered his goals against average to 0.75. This is the first 
time in two years that the Hornets have triumphed over the Knights. 
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Meet the Swim Teams 
By LISA PHILLIPS 
Sports Editor 

Womell's Swim Team: Co
captaill Katy Klloecilei K'l 0 

Current season: 1-0, won 180-
107 against St. Mary's last weekend. 

Last season: 4-4 overall, 
3n1 in the MlAA, 33n1 at NCAA 
Division III Championships 
Strengths: "We have a small team, 
but a more powerful team. Everyone 
has a purpose and a place where 
they can make their mark. We also 
have a lot of diversity- people who 
can swim a lot of different things." 
Hopes for the season: "Our ultimate 
hope is to send a relay to Nationals. 

Katie Gme K'12 Photo Courtesy 
Also, we'd like to be more 

of Sports Infonllation 
competitive with the top competitors 
in the MlAA, Hope and Calvin." 

On the ban of the Laser swimsuits: "Literally, we're 
going back to the 1990's in suits. I think [the ban on 
high-tech suits) is anti-progressive. I loved my Laser." 
Does swimming translate into doggy paddle skills? "I would imagine 
it does, just because we're comfortable in water. We have an extended 
doggy paddle we do for training, so we practice it sometunes." 

Mell's Swim Team: Co-capraill Burrer Mueller K'lO 

Current season: 
1-0, won 170-126 
against Wabash this 
weekend. 

Last season: 
7-1 overall, 2"" in 
the M,[AA, 12th at 
NCAA Division 
III Championships 
Strengths: "Size. 
We have a freshman 
class of 13, giving Photo Courtesy of Sports Infonnation 

us a lot of top-
end speed but a lot of depth as well." 
Challenges: "Keeping momentum going from the 
end of last season, and helping the freshmen channel 
their energy throughout the season, since it's so long." 
Hopes for the season: "To win conference. We lost to Hope by less than 
20 points last year, so we're hoping to beat them this year. 

On the ban of the Laser swimsuits: "I'm just kind of upset because 
they don't allow the full-leg skins; it cuts off circulation at the knee." 
If the men's swim team jumped in Lake Michigan right now, could they 
swim across? "If it came down to it, probably, but it would suck. It 's 
pretty easy fClr us to keep a steady pace for a long time." 
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Sodexo Sustainability Rep Discusses Local Food Issues with Farms to K 
By BENJAMIN LEVENTER 
Contributor 

"What does local mean for Farms 
to K?" challenged Christy Cook, 
sustainability support for Sodexo, in 
Hicks on Tuesday, Nov. 10 during a joint 
meeting between Farms to K and Sodexo. 

Farms to K invited Cook, who 
specializes in developing healthy and 
sustainable cafeterias for Sodexo, to 
Kalamazoo College to learn about what 
Sodexo is doing to be environmentally 
friendly and how Sodexo can help K's 
cafeteria carry more local foods and 
become more sustainable. 

New signs have sprung up in the 
cafeteria informing students about 
what local foods are offered and 
denoting students' rising concern about 
sustainability. Contrasting definitions of 
certain terms, such as "local," have caused 

strife between Farms to K and Sodexo. 
"Their definition includes huge 

companies, such as Kellogg, which are 
based locally, but their ingredients come 
from everywhere" said Ellen Murphy 
K'12, leader of Farms to K. "Ideally, 
when we have local food in the caf, it will 
be actually local, not somethmg produced 
by a corporation." 

Buying local, and defining what is 
considered "local," is a contested topic 
in the sUstainability debate. The meeting 
marks a new partnership between Farms 
to K and Sodexo to make the cafeteria 
healthier and more sustainable. 

Last month Sodexo made a to-do list of 
fourteen sustainable goals, also referred to 
as the 14 Better Tomorrow Commitments. 
This list includes many long and short 
terms goals, for instance, by 2015, 100 

percent of food will be purchased locally 
and sustainably, according to Cook. 
Sodexo is already working toward that 
goal by cutting down the traveling miles 
for their food trucks. Within the last year, 
Sodexo trucks have reduced travel by 10 
million miles from 98 million to 88 million 
across the continental United States. 

"We are really looking for a global 
impact and the opportunity to change an 
industry," said Cook. 

Besides making company-wide 
reforms, Cook told attendees that Sodexo 
is "looking for guidance" from schools 
such as Kalamazoo to help Sodexo become 
more sustainable. Students at the meeting 
reacted differently to Sodexo's plans. 

"Only time will tell," said James 
Stewart K '12. "She told us about a lot 
of grandiose plans and she seemed pretty 

genume, but It was hard to tell if she was 
sincere or just a PR person from Sodexo." 

"It was interesting to hear about the 
steps Sodexo is taking, she talked about a 
lot of plans. I guess we will see what will 
actually happen, which promises hold 
water and which ones don't," said Britta 
Seifert K' 12, after the meeting. 

Farms to K will continue to 
communicate with Sodexo and bring 
local foods and sustainable practices to 
the cafeteria. At the cnd of the meeting 
Farms to K dedicated itself to cooperate 
with Sodexo to make eating at the 
cafeteria a healthy and sustaitiable dining 
experience. 

"I think It was really encouraging 
that Sodexo is trying to be sustainable, 
I hope it can be implemented on campus 
soon," said lenna Hertz K'IO. 

HINI Case Confirmed, Vaccine Available 
By WILL CHEATHAM 
Head Copy Editor But student's can still get the vaccine. This 

Thursday, Nov. 12, from 3:30-5:30 p.m., the 
health center will provide walk-in vaccinations 
for the influenza virus: free HINI (nasal-spray 
and injection), and $20 seasonal fiu (injection 
only). 

LAC Status Remains Unchanged 
By KELSEY NUTTALL 

"Attention all students, both HINI and 
seasonal influenza immunizations available 
now!" The health center is getting out the word 
about influenza prevention. U.S. government 
funds provide HINI vaccine at no charge, and 
now people can get the vaccine in a nasal spray
there really are no more excuses to avoid the 
vaccination. 

Nevertheless, according to Lisa Ailstock, 
Director of Student Health Services, only 200 
students at K have taken advantage of the 
generous supply of HINI vaccine, a supply 
desperately lacking in most regions of the globe 
combating the pandemic. 

NEWS 
"LSO" teams up with WMU's "LSA" and 
"DSA" for "La Fiesta" event last weekend. 

H1Nl now accounts for 99 percent of 
influenza cases nationwide. The seasonal fiu 
claims 36,000 lives every year in the United 
States, said Ailstock. Scientists expect the HI N I 
mortality rate to double that, at about 2.5 percent 
of cases. 

This quarter's only case of HINI on campus 
was confirmed by a state lab during 5th week. 

See HINI, Page 3 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Staff Writer 
Despite extended discussions granted to students and staffregarding 

Liberal Arts Colloquium (LAC) events, the controversial decision to no 
longer require those credits with the new curriculum has not changed. 

"If people have fire in the belly to get [LAC presentersJ-if staff 
and students want to get them back, then it's logistical work," said Dean 
of the First Year and Advising Zaide Pixley. "They would need to put in 
work to get an impact." 

Under the old curriculum 25 LAC events were required by the 
end of ninth week of a student's senior year. These 25 events were 
the equivalent of one liberal arts credit. According to Pixley, the LAC 
requirement was removed from the curriculum along with other general 
courses because of the unproductive nature of completing general 
educational courses only because one mnst take them. 

See LAC UPDATE, Page 3 

SPORTS 
K students will perform 1959 absurdist comedy 
"Rhinoceros" at Nelda K. Balch Playhouse this 

weekend. 

One writer's personal experience in New York 
for game six of the World Series. 

pg.4 pg.5 pg. 7 
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Hometown: Born in Brussels, Belgium but 
raised in Bukavu, Democratic Republic of 
Congo 

Year. VISiting International 

Area of Study: EnvIronmental Science 

What s the most interesting cultural 
difference you 'w encountered so far? 
Brunch-- how can you combine two meals? 

What's one thing you're excited to do in the 
u.s., and why? Visit big cities, because I've 
always wanted to see the political power 
there and see what's the difference in the 
way people live and do things compared to 
Africa. This is a leaming trip for me, and I 
would like to take something away. 

1/you could be one faculty/staff membel; 
who would you he? Dr. Tanoff, because 
he knows how to combine both life and 
science, [and] he teaches m a very fun way. 

One thing from Africa you d want to have 
with you? My clothes, because in Africa we 
have a different way of dressing; it's more 
traditional and more colorful. Through our 
way of dress you can see joy. Here I think 
people care too much [about] what they 
wear and how others will judge them. 

How do rou want people to remember rOLl? 
I'm [a] very positive and humble person and 
I would like to be remembered for that. 

Last thoughts? I want to thank the soccer 
team, Gospel Choir, Chnstian Student 
Organlzallon, and the campus as a whole for 
he!pmg me mtegrate into community, 

- Jell)' Singh K' 12 

ON THE QUAD I The Index, November 11,2009 

Kalamazoo College's Study Abroad Reflection Publication 

WANTS YOUR SUBMISSIONS! 
Submit your photos, artwork, writing, and journal entries 

from study abroad by 11/16 to passage@kzoo.edu 

Cooat Oaire F.rer (kOCJce01) with ~ occoocems about submissions. 

what I Learned at 
Co//e3e ... 

"All I can tell you is, if you get a scratch, put a little 

breast milk on it, it'll be gone the next day, " 

-A professor's take on medical cures 

"Drug money. That's what this is all about." 
-A professor e.xplains the concept of a class 

"I'm pretty easy. I can do anything you want." 

-A professor extends his services to students 
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Ailstock said the health center has seen 
no dramatic increase in the number of 
students presenting flu-like symptoms, 
which indicates students are taking the 
necessary precautions to stay hygienic and 
prevent spread of the virus. 

Still, college students, though least 
likely to develop life-threatening symptoms 
of the flu, are at risk for spreading the virus 
to irnmuno-compromised individuals, such 
as infants, geriatric patients, and those with 
terminal illness, who are indeed at high 
risk, and likely include loved ones of K 
students, faculty and staff. 

Health center staff have taken every 

precaution to 
avoid spread of 
flu viruses. In 
the waiting 
room, students 
seen coughing or 
presenting other 
symptoms of the 
flu are given a 

Symptoms 
-Fever over 100 
- Cough 
- Sore Throat 
- Body Aches 
• Nausea 
• Vomltmg or 

diarrhea 
• Nasal 

Congestion 

protective mask, which, said Ailstock, is 93 
percent effective in preventing the transfer 
of "droplets"- flu virus particles spread 
from sneezing, coughing, or touching 
objects with which other people come in 
contact. 

Students diagnosed with the influenza 

Seasonal Flue Vaccines are $20 • Incubation period 
(Payable by cash, check or student account) 1-7 days 

Go to the Health Center for more information. • Illness lasts 4-5 
days with 2-3 

If pwhaM'l ~ ~nptzmw, or thWlv pw 
t~ haM'l H.INl, don/t gc-to-cla#. 

days of fever 
- TransmiSSion 

possible for 7 
days StIJ.!)' Mm.e" ~ to-~ m.edicaL~ 

virus may be advised to recuperate in one 
of the three emergency quarantine rooms 
on campus, but the ideal solution is that 
students rest at home and return only when 
symptom-free for 24 hours. The health 
center sends test swabs from ill students to 
"sentinel" posts throughout Michigan and 

on to the CDC, which detects mutations 
in new strains of the flu virus in order to 
update vaccines. 

As in all cases of extended illness, 
faculty have been asked by the Provost and 
Student Development to offer flexibility 
for students unable to attend lecture. 

LAC UPDATE: Campus Must Take Action if Return of LACs is Desired 
Continued from page 1 

larger event on campus." forums right now. 

"The LAC forum reinforces the idea that public 
deliberation and aesthetic appreciation are essential 
for a lifelong commitment to civic responsibility and 
vocational readiness," as stated in the colloquium goals. 
"These events include lectures by prominent scholars, 
performances and presentations by significant artists, talks 
and panel discussions that address topics from disciplinary 
perspectives to pressing contemporary issues, selected 
student presentations, and programs tied to a theme or 

When they were removed from the curriculum, 
students and staff in support of the program saw cause for 
further discussion. The result of that extended deliberation 
did not change the initial decision for the forums' removal 
from K's requirements. 

"To be honest, it gets down to priorities for me," 
Pixley said. She said her current top priorities were to 
help make more connected, meaningful relationships and 
interactions between students and faculty, staff or advisors, 
and dismissed the need for further dialogue about LAC 

Pixley discussed the status of LAC as belonging to 
three columns: new, old and future. She said that no new 
ones were to occur and the old ones would be continued 
until students operating under the old curriculum have 
graduated. She still put a question mark in the 'future' 
column. "Or, are there other ways to handle what LAC 
is?" she asked. 

"If a requirement is just hanging there by a thread-" 
Pixley said, then paused, "I mean, if you're going to do it, 
let's do it." 

K College Climbs on Fulbright Charts, Ties With Barnard and Grinnell 
By IAN FLANAGAN 
~taff Writer 

K now ranks 11 110 among undergraduate 
institutions for Fulbright grant awardees 
per capita, after seven students were 
announced as recipients of the prize last 
year. This is quite an accomplishment for 
such a small college, according to Media 
Relations Director Jeff Palmer. 

Pomona College is at the top of the 
list with 15 awards. Barnard College and 
Grmnell College both tied K with seven, 
though they had 16 and 31 applicants, 
respectively, to K's IS. 

Last year, the college didn't even 
make the list of the top thirty-three 

bachelor's institutions, but in the 2007-
08 year tied Connecticut College and 
Macalester College with five awards each 
for 17110 place, accordmg to the Institute of 
International Education. 

The Fulbright is granted through a 
partnership between the U.S. Department of 
State and host countries around the world, 
said K Fulbright Coordinator Diane Kiino. 
Scholarship winners are granted one year 
of free study in the host country for which 
they applied. The recipients from K will 
study or teach in Germany, Austria, South 
Africa, Lithuania, and Chile. Competition is 
fierce, with only about 1,550 recipients out 
of7 ,000 applicants last year, said Palmer. 

Kiino begins guiding interested 
students through the application process 

in a grant-writing workshop held during 
the spring of their junior year. All students 
must meet with her personally to discu s 
their application plans that quarter. Over 
the summer, students craft their applications 
and proposals, the first draft of which is due 
in early September, with the final draft due 
the first day offall quarter. Applications are 
distributed to a campus committee, which 
interviews the students individually and 
provides feedback before the papers are 
finalized, collected, and sent to the U.S. 
State Department in October. 

This is not the end of the road 
for applicants, however. The State 
Department reviews all the applications 
and forwards its recommendations to the 
host countries. According to Kiino, about 

half of all applications making the State 
Department's cut are ultimately accepted. 
but the percentage is much higher for 
K students. Host countries announce 
scholarship recipients during the spring 
before applicants graduate, and students 
usually depart by the end of the summer. 

13 Fulbright applications were sent 
in by seniors this quarter. For students 
thinking of begmning the application 
process m the spring, Kiino advised that 
they bcgm making plans and working 
on their applicatIOns as soon as possible. 
The economic recession has increased 
competition for the scholarship, she said, 
making the already-grueling application 
and selection process especially difficult 
in recent years. 
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THE CAULDRON 
IS SEEKING SUBMISSIONS 

FOR THE 2009/10 CAULDRON 

SUBMIT ANY FORM OF LITERARY ORARTISTlC WORK: 

POETRY, FICTION, CREATIVE NON-FICTION, ART 

SEND ALL Q!)ESTIONS AND SUBMISSIONS TO 

CAULDRON@KZOO.EDU BY JANUARY 8,2010 

Western and K Combine 
Forces to Dance and Raise 
Awareness at "La Fiesta" 
By MEGAN GARN 
Contributor 

Student organizations at K 
and Western Michigan University 
joined forces on Saturday, Nov. 7 
to put on "La Fiesta," a party to 
celebrate Latino culture and raise 
awareness about issues of migrant 
workers' civil rights in Michigan. 

Alex Holtzman K'IO 
presented a short presentation on 
behalf of Farm Workers Legal 
Services, focusing on how legal 
migrants are not given all their 
rights. Michigan is the 7"' largest 
state with toigrant workers, and 
standards are not being upheld, 
he said. 

Lots of salsa music and 
dancing took place throughout 
the night as well. 

The event occurred 
on Western's campus, and 
combined K's Latino Student 

Organization (LSO) and Western 
Michigan University's Latin 
Student Association (LSA) and 
Dominican Student Association 
(DSA). 

LSO wanted to raise 
awareness, and instead of just 
raising awareness at K, they 
decided to include Western. 

Seeing as Western is larger 
and each Latino organization 
there has more members, over 
350 total members in LSA, DSA, 
and LSO put on the event at 
Western. 

LSO provided shuttles to and 
from Western. "I was happy with 
the turnout, we had about 80 K 
students there," Aracely Vasquez, 
one of the leaders of LSO, said. 
"We were excited to work with 
LSA and DSA, and we're hoping 
to do more things with them in 
the future." 

Center for Career & Professional Development: Resume Working on Your Resume 

By PHILLIP CHINZI 
Career Advisor 

It's Important to make a lastmg, 
positive first impression when applying 
for a job, but often times your interview 
isn't your first interaction with your 
future employer. Before you land the 
interview, your resume must first make 
you stand out amongst a1l the other 
applicants. Your resume IS important 
because It represents you before you have 
the opportunity to advertise yourself. 

Think of your resume as your own 
little messenger bird. It's that little birdie 
that perches on an employer's shoulder 
and sings your praises. If your little 
chickadee sings well enough. then the 
employer will call you up saying, "I want 
to hear more of that!" If on the other 

hand. your resume is a erow squawking 
in said employer's ear, then you're going 
straight into the recycling bin. After a 
while in the bIZ, an employer can spot a 
crow from toiles away. 

As with first impressIOns made m 
person, aesthetics is key. You wouldn't 
show up to an interview in a T-shirt and 
jeans. The same approach should be taken 
with your resume. An employer shouldn't 
have to bring out a microscope or sift 
through paragraphs of text to understand 
how you are qualified for the job. Your 
n:sume should grab an employer's attention 
and should be easy to read. 

Another very inlportant thing to 
consider when writing a resume is to tailor 
it specifically to the Job you are applying 
for Your resume should show that you 
have experience and qualities that will 

help you in the particular job that you are 
applying for. Also. never underestimate the 
power of connecting with a person. Cover 
letters should always be addressed to a 
person, never to "Whom it May Concern." 
Peter Vogt, author of Career Wisdom for 
College Students writes, "The power of the 
written word becomes even stronger when 
an employer can tell you have written your • 
resume and cover letter specifically for her 
and her organization s needs." 

Specificity is something that you 
should always strive for on a resume. Try 
to quantify your achievements as best 
you can. I t is important to never fabricate 
or exaggerate details about your work 
experience, but specific examples speak 
volumes more than general statements. 
For instance, "Trained coworkers" sounds 
rather vague. "Trained 3 full-time and 

2 part-time coworkers" spells out to a 
prospective employer that you interact 
well with others. So well in fact that your 
previous employer gave the responsibility 
of training a new employee to you not 
just once but five times! 

When it comes to your resume, you 
want to do it right. Lmdsey Pollak. author 
of Getting from College to Career, writes 
"There is zero excuse for an error on a 
resume. To me that screams carelessness 
and inattention to detail." Employers 
have stacks of resumes to go through for 
any open positIOn. To ensure that your 
resume gives you the credit you deserve 
stop into the CCPD and ask for help 
creating or reVIsing your resume. You 
can also refer to our onlme resume guide 
at http://reason.kzoo.edulccd/serviccs/ 
resumes! 
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"Rhinoceros" to Open at K This Weekend URHINOCEROS" 
By KELSEY NUTIALL 
Staff Writer 

Ionesco about blindly following 
the trends of society and the 
tendencies of humanity. The 
work, "tells the story of a town 
whose cItizens one-by-one 
forsake their lives as humans and 
turn into rhinoceroses until just 
one man remains standing in the 
face of a stampede of beasts," 
said a statement. 

that after a final week of "ironing 
everything out," the production 
will be fully ready. 

at the Nelda K. Balch Playhouse. 

Since first week, K College 
students have been working 
rigorously to produce Eugene 
lonesco's "Rhinoceros," a 
1959 absurdist comedy. Cast 
and crew are laboring to wield 
a performance of precise line 
recitals, sharp wittiness and 
manicured physicality and 
gestures, to be performed 
November 12-15. 

McCord spoke to the process 
of putting the show together. 
"[Rehearsals 1 go pretty well. The 
director's really organic," he said. 
"It's really out there. It's more 
like ensemble building." 

$15 for adults, $10 for seniors and $5 for 
students showing ID. 

The process of a run
through is very detail oriented, 
figuring perfect tempos and body 
language. According to McCord, 
Bielby lets the actors have a lot 
of freedom to interpret their 
characters the way they see fit. 

Seating is on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Tickets are available at the box office, starting 
one hour before each performance. 

"I think it's a fun piece. 
Comedies are always really hard 
to imagine without an audience," 
said Dlfector and ViSiting 
Assistant Professor of Theatre 
Arts Elizabeth Bielby. "It's very 
word-heavy. Every scene has 
a game with words and one
upsmanship and fun references." 

"Rhinoceros" was written 
just after World War II, and 
provides commentary from 

The cast consists of 
one senior, one junior, four 
sophomores and 10 freshmen. It 
is large, compared to what Bielby 
is used to working with, she said. 
She also cited the challenges of 
working with so long and line
driven a work. "We will be ready 
when it happens. We're where 
we are now, and I'm happy," she 
said. 

"It's actually a really great 
script," said Assistant Stage 
Manager Kyle McCord K'12. 
"I'm really excited to see how 
it turns out." McCord, too, feels 

Pre-run-through routines 
center on developing a high level 
of energy in the cast, which shows 
in the finished play. "Let's have a 
lot of fun," Bielby repeatedly tells 
the cast before beginning. 

The result is a product that 
people are happy with and excited 
about. ''I'm ready," said actress 
Rebecca Rogstad K'13. 

THURSDAY 
NOv. 12 

FRIDAY 
NOV. 13 

SATURDAY 
NOV. 14 

SUNDAY 
NOv. 15 

7:30 P.M. 
PAY WHAT YOU WANT 

8:00 P.M. 

8:00 P.M. 

2:00 P.M. 

Movie Review: Get Psyched About "The Men Who Stare at Goats" 
By MATI MAXIMIUK 
Staff Writer 

Lyn Cassady sits looking at a goat. His 
venture is to try and make its heart stop for 
a group of army officers to demonstrate his 
psychic powers. He is there just to show 
that 'he can't do it, but then something 
comes over him and suddenly the goat 
drops. It has been killed by Lyn's so-called 
psychic powers. This scene is just one of 
many funny, psychically-charged scenes in 
the film "The Men Who Stare at Goats." 

The film follows the journey of 
Michigan reporter Bob Wilton (Ewan 
McGregor) as he searches for a news story 
in Iraq to impress his wife. As he explores, 
he runs into Lyn Cassady (George Clooney) 
and is thrown into a wild ride that will 
change his life forever. He embarks on a 
journey with Lyn and learns of the ongins 
behind his psychic powers. All the facts 
of the psychic programs of the army are 

revealed and Lyn's journey creates an epic 
adventure. 

Its more factual basis serves as one 
of the film's greatest selling points. It is 
almost impossible to believe that most 
of the psychic training was allowed to 
happen in the U.S. military. The methods 
behind the film really come to illustrate 
the ideas in psychic research and the ways 
it was carried out. You see many people 
trying to drive jeeps blindfolded, destroy 
Clouds with their minds, or run through 
walls. The film leaves few details up to the 
imagination, with its gap less footage of the 
training used to great comedic effect. 

The acting skills of the entire cast are 
truly amazing as they devote themselves 
to the Idea that they have psychic powers. 
The film would lose its edge without the 
actors' dedication to their parts. Clooney 
is so believable that it is not hard to start 
believing he may actually have psychic 
powers. McGregor starts the story off 

" It is hard not to feel like the film sweeps you away into 
another world and never lets go, even after it finishes. 

and is the "man with nothing to lose," 
a role in which he gives himself over to 
the way of the "jedi," as the psychics call 
themselves. Among the other actors, Jeff 
Bridges makes a bold step forward as the 
hippie drill instructor who teaches his 
disciples the way to fight peacefully and 
non-lethally. Bridges is so perfect for his 
part that it is almost serene to watch him 
searching for peace in the warzone of Iraq. 

The film also serves as a great 
commentary on the Iraq war as a whole. It 
is not there to directly criticize the war so 
much as to promote peace. There are a lot 
of playful hints of that message throughout 

" 
the film--one involves a high-up executive 
discussing all the great ways Iraq can be 
exploited for huge profits. On multiple 
occasions, gun fights occur for no reason 
and escalate without either side really 
taking time to understand what is going on. 

Overall, "The Men Who Stare at Goats" 
is a great film that not only entertains, but 
educates. It is not hard to feel like the 
film sweeps you away into another world 
and never lets go even after it finishes. 
Watching the film is a pure pleasure, as it 
not only gives you the laughs you expect, 
but also a message to contemplate as you 
leave the theater. 
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Red Square, White Tent: Senior Sells Crepes for SIP 
By KEENAN CASEY 
Contributor 

A white tent was set up in Red 
Square from Oct. 22 to Nov. 5, in 
which Eric Swanson K' I 0 was making 
Chinese crepes for two dollars apIece 
as part of his Senior Individualized 
Project (SIP). 

"Plenty of people said that they 
would be sad that I am gone," said 
Swanson, a business and economics 
major. 

He got the Idea for his SIP while 

he was on study abroad in China. There 
were many street vendors in China, but 
he noticed that there arc almost none in 
Kalamazoo. He aImed to model appeal 
of the street vendors in China, and said 
he wanted to provide "convenient, cheap 
food." 

"[I) learned a lot of practical skills," 
Swanson said of hIs experiences in China. 

He applied thesc newly acquired 
skills, along with many of the terms and 
Ideas that he has learned as a business and 
economics major, to hIs SIP. Due to the 
short time he was allowed to operate the 
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servIce, the costs were different for him 
every day. This meant that hIS data was 
not immediately conclusive. 

Swanson said that he was limited 
because he cou ld not move his tent around 
to reach all areas of campus, and that he 
was also limited to the K College traffic, 
which IS minimal compared to Western 
Michigan University or downtown 
Kalamazoo. 

The crepe that he made is called a 
Jlan BlDg crepe in China, but Swanson 
also made many dessert crepes such as 
peach, strawberry, apple and an unpopular 

By BRITIA SEIFERT 
Staff Writer 

The De-bunked Brownie 
Until recently, I had never made 

brownies from scratch. With such a bounty 
of alluring boxed mixes, I had always 
assumed that going the homemade route 
would just be a hassle. But when I found 
myself with half a box of unsweetened 
cocoa and a craving for chocolate, I 
decided to give it a try. I was pleasantly 
surprised to find that homemade brownies 
involve only a few more steps than their 
boxed counterparts- which, as far as I'm 
concerned, only means more time to sneak 
fingerfuls of batter. Plus, they' re absolutely 
delicious. 

This recipe is very simple and only 
takes a few minutes to throw together. The 
great thing is that all the ingredients can be 
kept on hand, so you can make brownies 
whenever you want. If you have dark 
baking cocoa, it's fun to use half dark and 
half regular for an even fudgier brownie. 
I normally oppose white chocolate on 
principle (you can ' t call it chocolate if 
there's no cocoa), but I do like mixing 
white chocolate chips into the batter. 
Regular chocolate chips or your favorite 
nut can only help and it's always fun to 
experiment by tossing in whatever else is 

blueberry. He was also told that he 
should make Nutella crepes, so he went 
out and purchased some. 

While business was sporadic, many 
students who stopped by the stand were 
happy with their purchases. 

"It was a very nice start to my day," 
said Dylan Buckley K'12. 

Despite positive reactions from 
some students, Swanson does not see 
himself selling crepes on the Red Square 
in the future. 

"Only way I will have a career off 
thIS IS a chain:' he said. 

floating around the back of the cupboard. 
Win extra points for presentation by 
dusting the brownies with powdered sugar 
as they cool. 

Simple yet decadent, brownies have 
always been one of my very favorite 
desserts. Don't be fooled by Duncan 
Hines-making your own is an easy 
endeavor. They're a great thing to make 
for a crowd and, in my opinion, taste best 
eaten right out of the pan a few minutes 
after coming out of the oven. 

1/2 cup (I stick) butter or margarine, 
melted 
I cup sugar 
I teaspoon vanilla extract 
2 eggs 
112 cup all-purpose flour 
113 cup unsweetened baking cocoa 
114 teaspoon baking powder 
114 teaspoon salt 

Heat oven to 350°F. Stir together 
butter, sugar and vanilla in bowl. Add eggs; 
beat well with spoon. Stir together flour, 
cocoa, baking powder and salt; gradually 
add to egg mixture, beating until well 
blended. Spread batter evenly in greased 
9-inch square pan. Bake 20 to 25 minutes 
or until brownies begin to pull away from 
sides of pan. 
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K Coaches Salute ... Hornets coaches commend some admirable performances this season 
Compiled By LISA PHILLIPS 
Sports Editor 

Men's Soccer - Coach Chris Adrian 

I am really proud 
of this year's team
they have really 
brought us back to our 
winning ways. 

Goalkeeper 
Ben Schroeder K'IO 
has been highly 
instrumental in our 
success. He is a 
great example of 
"perseverance" and 
"dedication". He 
didn't start for us 

Volleyball- Jeanne Hess 

I wish I could put 
the entire team in there 
for finally moving 
above that #7 spot in 
the conference to #6! 
This was a great team! 

Libero Larisa 
Grinvalds K' II led 
the MlAA in digs 
per set with 5.05. 
She anchored our 
defense all year. 
Right-side all-around 
player Colleen 

Women's Soccer - Bryan Goyings 

Senior 
Midfielder 
Katie Manstrom 
played her best game 
of the season in the 
MlAA tournament 
final against Albion. 
Her time and 
investment in the 
program throughout 
the year was a 
major reason the 
team 
the 
did 

experienced 
success it 

this season. 
until his senior year, but his leadership and goalkeeping 
abilities were key to our success this year. His character 
and leadership really helped the younger players. 

Leonard K'I2 led us in kills with 293 (2.57 per set), and 
was second in digs only to Larisa with 2.94 digs per set. 

Setter Allison Liddane K'l3, who stepped in on a regular 
basis throughout the year as necessary, stepped up in a big 
way for the last four matches of the season, leading the 
Hornets to victory in two of the games (Olivet and Saint 
Mary's) after the season-ending injury to starting setter 
Courtney Nartker K'12. 

Senior, Midfielder, Paige Howell 
Under incredible pressure, she scored the opening penalty 
kick in the shootout win against Calvin and againstAlbion, 
both times getting the Hornets started off on the right foot. 
Senior, Defender, Anja Burk 
Voted team MVP, she is a tremendous team player who 
led a Kalamazoo defense that did not allow a goal in the 
conference tournament. 

Ben Darling K'll played every game for us 
as center defender. He took the weight of winning 
upon his shoulders. He played while injured 
much of the year. I think he could actually play 
professionally if the right people got a look at him. 

"We Play for the Pinstripes": Reflections on the World Series 
By LISA PHILLIPS 
Sports Editor 

I ooze off the subway with a mob 
of pinstripe-clad fans. Shouts of "Let's 
go Yankees!" and "P** you Phillies!" 
echo up and down the corridors. A guy 
wearing Philadelphia red just had a 
ketchup-covered hot dog chucked at his 
head. This is New York. This is game six 
of the World Series. 

Yankee Stadium looms up like a 
huge granite masterpiece ahead. It seems 
to epitomize everything the Yankee 
franchise stands for: structure, grandeur, 
and power. Dominant all season and up 
3-2 in the Series, the Yankees need just 
one more victory to clinch championship 
#27 for the franchise. 

And yet, a hint of nervousness 
pervades the favade of grandeur. The 
reigning champions Philadelphia Philljes 
have proved dangerous rivals, and the 
Yankees take the threat seriously. Energy 

emanates from the stadium: everything 
from the Star Wars music blasting in the 
background to the self-touting homages 
to Yankees baseball on every TV screen 
seems to suggest an aura of win-or-die
trying. 

I rush through the packed concourse 
and plop down in my seat in right field. 
The players look like tiny figurines in 
the infield 400 feet away; I would have 
gotten a better view of the game watching 
it on TV. However, what the TV doesn't 
capture is what makes baseball games so 
great-the energy, the mania-in short, 
the fans. 

Yankees fans take their taunting 
seriously. The first inning starts out with 
the entire 50,OOO-person crowd chanting 
"Who's-your-dadd-y," ridiculing Phillies 
starter Pedro Martinez, who made a 
comment to that effect aimed at the 
Yankees five years ago. Deafening (and 

frequently vulgar) jeers greet cleanup
hitter Chase Utley, who homered off of 
Yankees pitching five times in the Series. 
The guys next to me curse at the urnp 
every time he calls a ball, as if they, from 
hundreds of feet away, have a clearer 
view of the strike zone. 

However, what the fans lack in tact, 
they make up for in camaraderie. Hideki 
Matsui blasts a two-run homer in the 
bottom of the 2nd, and the crowd goes 
crazy. I find myself hugging a 60-year
old stranger decked in head-to-toe 
Yankees gear. Everyone within a 10-
foot vicinity high-fives each other, as 
celebratory popcorn reigns down on us 
from the stands above. 

The 8th inning rolls around, with 
the Yankees holding a four-run lead. Up 
to the mound steps the most dominant 
closer in baseball: Mariano Rivera, with 
a .56 ERA in the postseason. Everyone, 

Yankees and Phillies fans alike, knows 
it's over; it's just a matter of waiting. 

Finally, ground ball to 2nd in the 
9th with two outs, 2nd baseman throws 
it to first, and THE YANKEES WIN! 
The players rush the pitcher's mound
coaches, trainers, and batboys included. 
But their celebration is diminished 
compared to the 50,000 people 
screaming at the top of their lungs around 
the stadium. In a city where people 
come from all sorts of backgrounds, 
baseball proves to be the great equalizer. 
Suddenly, everyone's family, united for 
one cause. 

Why do I love going to baseball 
games so much? It's not the pace of the 
game, nor the love of the sport. It's the 
way that baseball puts aside all social 
differences for the sheer joy of rooting 
for the home team. It truly is America's 
pastime. 
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Football Loses to Albion Men's Soccer Falls in Final Game 

By KEVIN MINOR 
Staff Writer 

The Kalamazoo College 
football team celebrated the careers 
of ten seniors playing their final 
game on Arlgell Field, but could 
not overcome a big first half from 
opponent Albion, falling 34-14 on 
Saturday, Nov. 7. 

The Hornets found themselves 
in a 14-0 hole five minutes into the 
game on touchdown runs of 43 and 
72 yards by Albion freshman Clinton 
Orr. The high-powered K offense 
was held in check by Albion's 
defense for the remamder of the 
first half and the Hornets entered the 
locker room at halftime down 24-0. 

By VATSAL BAJPAI 
Staff Writer 

The men's soccer team lost 1-0 
to Trine University on Saturday in 
the final game of the 2009 season. 

Trine scored nine minutes into 
the contest on a dribbler that barely 
evaded goalie Ben Schroeder K'I O. 

Kalamazoo had an 11-5 
advantage in shots, but each team 
had just two shots on goal, and 
the Hornets (7-9-2 overall, 7-6-1 
MlAA) seemed to go for power 
over placement on many of their 
shot opportunities. 

The Hornets also received 
more yellow cards than Trine (4-2) in 
an ill-tempered finale to a season which 
showed a marked improvement over last 

Photo Counesy oj Sports InjonlUltionlChllck Comer 

year, with Kalamazoo College more than 
doubling its win total in the MlAA. 

A 27-yard touchdown pass 
from Brandon Luczak K'10 to Cory 
McCain K' 11 just over two minutes 
into the second half cut the deficit 

Hornet of the Week 

to 24-7. but the Albion defense and rush 
attack proved to be too much as they 
pulled away for a 34-14 win. 

Albion gained 485 yards of total 
offense with 372 of them on the ground. 
The Hornets finished with 297 yards of 
total offense. 

Luczak completed 23 of 49 passes 
for 229 yards, two touchdowns and 
four interceptions. Jimmy Semelsberger 
K' 1 0 caught eight balls for 71 yards and 
one touchdown. Albion's Orr rushed for 
181 yards on 18 carries and scored twice 

Photo Counesy of Sports "iformaJionlChllck Comer 

on the ground. 
Luczak set Kalamazoo College 

single season records in completions 
(266) and passing yards (3.156). McCain 
set the Kalamazoo College career 
touchdown reception with his 24th career 
touchdown grab. 

The Hornets fell to 4-5 overall and 
1-4 in MIAA play. They play therr final 
game of the season on Saturday, Nov. 15 
at rival Hope College. 

By STEFAN DYLEWSKI 
Staff Writer 

Bryan Goyings, 
Women's Soccer Coach 

In his second season, Coach Goyings led the team to a 
respectable 8-6-5 record, and a second-place finish in 
the MlAA conference. After a rough start to the season, Coach Goyings and his 
team showed tremendous perseverance in conference play and earned a spot in 
the MlAA Championship game. Coach Goyings has done an admirable job of 
facilitating excellence on the field and in the classroom in his two years as the 
women's head soccer coach. 

Women's Soccer Loses Championship in Shootout ! 
~ 
is 

By LISA PHILLIPS 
Sports Editor 

Women's soccer fell in a heartbrealUng shootout 
to Albion last Saturday in the M1AA championship 
game. 

The women's team had difficulty jump starting 
their offense in the first period, posting no shots on 
goal. By the second period the Hornets had upped 
their attack. boasting 6 shots on goal to Albion's 3, 
but failed to find the back of the net. 

The teams played to a 0-0 tie at the end of 
regulation play. Two overtime periods later, the score 

remained the same despite tantalizing opportunities 1: 
for both teams, sending the game to a shootout. .~ 

Albion made 5 penalty lUcks in the shootout " 
to Kalamazoo's 4, winning them the MlAA ~ 
championship title. t! 

Despite the loss, this season for the Hornets ~ 
remains one of the most successful in recent years ~ 
for women's soccer. The women beat both MlAA ~ 
powerhouses Hope and Calvin in the tournament, :: 

8 and improved dramatically over their 7th place finish S! 
in the MlAA last year. ~ 

"It was a disappointing loss, but it was exciting 
to beat Calvin and get really far in the tournament 
this season," said midfielder Hilary Marusak K' II. 
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Student's Perform in Percussion Concert 
By KELSEY NUTTALL 
Staff Writer 

The International Percussion 
Ensemble put on a lively and experiential 
performance. showcasing South Indian 
Mridangam. Japanese Taiko and West 
Arfikan drumming traditions on Tuesday. 
Nov. 17 at 7:30 p.m. in Dalton Theatre. 

"Performing is my natural 
high. Anytime I can show something 
somebody's created, or something I've 
created with somebody else-there's 
nothing better than that," said Nathaniel 
Waller, director of the Community West 
Arfikan Drumming Ensemble. "And the 
look on people's faces when they see 
real, African drumming? It's great." 

The show began with the 
performance of two pieces by young 
students of the rnridangam, South Indian 
drum. Taught by Kiran Vangipuram 
K' 13, four freshmen showed off their 
newfound talent. 

A practiced community member, 
Tom Nehil, followed the K students . 
Nehil played solo piece "Featuring 
Fives." 

"We'll call it 'Featuring Fives with 

variation," he said, joking, after he 
finished his piece. 

Waller showed off his honed 
talents in a duet with Vangipuram, which 
livened up the audience of between 70 
and 80 people. 

"It was more than I expected it to 
be. I actually stayed the whole time," 
said Mikael Lott K' 13. who said that he 
originally went to the show to support 
his roommate. 

The duet. which used a combination 
ofVangipuram 's mridangam and Waller's 
djembe drums, caused members of the 
audience to laugh aloud, clap, and dance 
in their seats. 

The rest of the evening grew 
out of the up-tempo and audience 
involvement. K students were featured 
heavily again in the Japanese Taiko 
Ensemble. where students demonstrated 
the word-beat association used to learn 
their arrangements. Their highly animate 
taste of Japanese drumming led one 
member of another drumming ensemble 

See DRUM, Page 5 

ENTERTAINMENT 

By JESSICA MAAS 
Executive Editor 

K women 's soccer will become the 
ninth varsity sport at the college to gain 
full-time head coaching 
status, after an announcement 
last week that a nationwide 
candidate search is underway 
for a new position created as 
full-time coach and member 
of the physical education 
department. 

Athletic Director Kristen 
Smith broke the news to the 
team on Tuesday, Nov. 10. 

"Kristen was really, 
really excited about it , but I 
don't know if all of the girls realize the 
significance of it," said co-captain Chelsea 
Smith K' l1. "It shows that the school 
is starting to put more of an emphasis 

on sports in general...In that regard , it 's 
exciting." 

Kristen Smith said that the desire to 
convert part-time head coaching positions 

~ to full-time came out 
~ of an external review 

done a few years ago. 
Women 's tennis became 
a full-time position in 
September of 2008, but 
the college became a 

~ little waylaid due to the 
8' economic situation last 
§ year and the process 
'" g. was put on hold. Now, 
::> she said , they're back on 

track. 
There were a number of reasons for 

the conversion of women's soccer to be 
next, according to Kristen Smith. She 

See COACH, Page 8 

Center for Social Justice Creates Blueprint 
By WILL CHEATHAM 
Head Copy Editor 

The steering committee of the nascent Arcus Center for Social Justice Leadership 
(ACSJL) at Kalamazoo College recently created an agenda for the next few years. 
According to its statement of vision, the ACSJL will work at the "forefront of leadership 
development for human rights and social justice." By making K College a model 
community for that practice, the center will establish a "pivotal role for liberal arts 
education" in the creation of a just world , wrote the committee in the center's mission 
statement. 

In April 2009, Kalamazoo College received a $200 ,000 grant from the Arcus 
Foundation to establish a social justice leadership center at the college. The grant 
represents a mutual commitment to train leaders and develop leadership strategies 
for projects aimed at protecting human rights and promoting social justice, both 
domestically and internationally. 

See JUSTICE, Page 5 

SPORTS 
Students consider Security's door-holding policy 
to be unrealistic for K's culture.d 

Weekend performance of "Rhinoceros" 
reviewed. 

Fall Sports in review. 
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., Hometown: Addis Abeba, Etluopia 

: F J Year First-year. Degree-Seeking International 

Area of Study' Computer Science and 
Business 

What s the most interesting cultural 
difference you've encountered so far? The 
American social life is really cold, I think. 
Where I'm from we have things like the 
coffee ceremony where we sit together, 
sociahze with our neIghbors, and sip on 
some coffee. Here I feel like everyone is just 
really isolated. 

What S one thing you were excited to du 
in the u.s. before you came, and why? I 
wanted to find out why America is called the 
"land of opportnruhes." 

Do you have any idea of why that's the 
case? I don't yet, but I notice that here your 
effort is rewarded more than I'm used to, 
and I like that 

If you cOllld be one faculty/staff member, 
who would you be? Angela Gross, because 
she makes all the internationals. feel at home 
and she contributes the most to this diverse 
communIty here at K. 

One thingfrom Ethiopia you'd want to have 
in the U.S.? Injera. It's like a tortilla but 
thinner and bigger. You lay it on your plate, 
put the sauce on top, rip bits off the injera, 
dip it in the sauce and eat it. I want it here 
because I can't make it myself. 

Hall' do YOII want people to remember you? 
want to be remembered as a humble and 
down-to-earth person. 
- Jerry Singh K'I2 
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Despite Warnings from Security, Students Continue to Hold Doors Open 
By KELSEY NUTIALL 
Staff Writer 

K College Security advises 
students not to hold residence hall doors 
open for fear unwelcome parties will take 
advantage of that hospitality. Despite 
that concern, students are inclined not to 
change their door-holding practices. 

"We have a lot of people who 
will try and blend in-especially as colder 
weather starts up," said Tim Young, 
director of security at K, as explanation of 
the warning. 

Young said Security addressed 
the problem in two First-Year Forums, 
which took place in Hoben and Trowbridge 
earlier this quarter. Those two forums, 
each with about 90 students in attendance, 
have been the extent of reminders about 
door holding for new students this year. 

"We have our fair share of 
homeless people," Young said. He 
warned that in addition to those who 

enter buildings intending to steal from 
residents, the homeless have also been 
known to enter and 
loiter in the lounges. 

You n g 
recalled finding a 
homeless person 

. sleeping in one of 
the lobby chairs a 
couple years ago. 
He noted that in 
the event someone 
notices such an 
occupant, they 
should call Security 
immediately. 

"We prefer that [door holding] 
not happen. We're not there at every door, 

but we highly suggest that 
it not happen," Young 
said. 

Students, 
however, find the rules 
unrealistic for K's culture . 

"In the social norm of 
Midwest society, you hold 
doors open," said Eeva 
Sharp, K'l3. 

Philip Bystrom 
K'13 and Julia Smucker 
K'13 agreed with Sharp: 

"If we get a call 
we'll run them off, and 
we'll give them the 

"This building's like 200 
people. We have parents 

Photo! Kelsey Nuttal K' 13 coming in every weekend," 

explicit warning," he said. "That's usually 
enough." 

said Bystrom, citing the 
unrealistic expectations. 

"You can't just slam it in their face," 

Student Take Advantage of Co-Ed Suites 
By IAN FLANAGAN 
Staff Writer 

K College upperclassmen living on 
campus took advantage of a new co-ed 
housing pilot program this year, and with 
the first quarter almost over, there haven't 
been any noteworthy complications. 

For the first time, it was possible 
for students in Crissey Hall to form co
ed suites, according to Associate Dean 
of Students Dana Jansma. The college's 
Living Learning Houses have been co
ed for years, she said, but residence hall 
housing units have always had single 
gender designations. 

The new option was proposed by 
Jansma last year and approved by the 
President's office for this academic year. 

"Over the past several years I have 
had many, many students come in to talk 
to me informally about the desire to have 
housing options expanded for students 
to include co-ed suite living situations," 
Jansma said as explanation for the 
proposal. 

In addition, according to the proposal 
approved by the President's Office, 
expanding co-ed living opportunities 
on campus " ... would assist Kalamazoo 

College in being more inclusive of our 
gay, lesbian, bi-sexual and transgender 
student population." 

Under the pilot program, the 
single-gender designation of the Crissey 
suites was dropped, which allowed 
students to form suites with anyone, 
regardless of gender. No suites were 
marked ahead of time as co-ed so that, 
according to Jansma, "If no one was 
interested there did not need to be any co
ed suites at all, and if lots of people were 
interested, lots, or even all of [the] suites 
could be co-ed." 

The choice was left completely to 
the students themselves, and four co-ed 
suites were formed for this academic year. 
Jansma had nothing but positive things to 
say about them. 

"I have never once had a problem 
with a group of students in a co-ed living 
situation that has stemmed from the 
fact that men and women chose to live 
together," she said of both the new co-ed 
suites and the long-standing co-ed Livmg 
Learning houses. 

The resident assistants (RAs) and co-

ed-suite residents in Crissey agreed. 
Crissey's Senior RA K'tanaw Schiff 

K' 10 reported that, though the program 
still is in its first quarter, "I haven't heard 
any complaints thus far about the co-ed 
aspect." 

Another RA, Max Wedding K'12, 
stated that while the suitemates have 
sometimes displayed expected roommate 
problems, he is unaware of any conflicts 
arising specifically because suites are co
ed. 

Amanda Cockrell K '12, a member of 
one of the co-ed suites, gave high marks 
to the pilot, but noted that co-ed groups 
of students need to exhibit extra caution 
when forming suites because of the 
pitfalls particular to shared male-female 
living spaces 

If all goes well with the pilot this year, 
Jansma stated that, "I would like to expand 
the option to Severn next year and plan 
to seek approval to make that happen." 
However, everything is dependent on 
what students choose, she said. "Next 
year we could have 20-plus co-ed suites 
or we could have none." 

said Smucker. 
Students are somewhat taken 

aback by the potential consequences of 
holding doors for strangers. 

"I don't really want a hobo living on 
the couch," Sharp said, but shrugged her 
shoulders. 

Despite hesitations, many new 
students still believe they need not follow 
Security'S warning. 

"If they're a friendly homeless person, 
that's cool," said Trace Redmond K'13, 
"but a lot of them don't talk to you ... if 
they smell like alcohol that's a no-go." 

Students attribute their 
unwillingness to stop holding doors to a 
feeling of safety on K's campus. 

"Kalamazoo seems safe and trusting 
as a community," said Redmond. 

"Yeah," said Sharp. "When I walk 
home at night, I don't run from blue pole 
to blue pole." 

turday, November 21 
alton, 8:00pm 

and Concert" 

unday, November 22 
tetson Chapel, 
:OOpm 

'Winter Concert" 
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mSTICE: Social Justice Center on Track 
Continued from page 1 

In realizing its vision, the center maintains 
an ethical commitment to see that "every 
person's life is equally valued; the inherent 
dignity of all people is recognized; the 
opportunity to develop one's full potential 
is available to every person; and systematic 
discrimination and structural inequities have 
been eradicated," wrote the committee. 

The center will work by "infusing 
considerations of social justice and human 
rights throughout the campus; projects are 
curricular and co-curricular, [and) involve 
faculty, staff and students," said Program 
Coordinator Andrew Tyner K'09. 

Indicative of that inclusive framework, 
the center's development of "meaningful and 
productive partnerships with scholars, activists, 
and artists locally, nationally, and internationally 
... [will] provide College faculty, staff, and 
students with opportunities to understand and 
promote social justice around the world," wrote 
the steering committee. 

To that end, the ACSJL will hire an 
executive director to maintain domestic and 
international partnerships, and to initiate 
training and practice in social justice leadership 
at the college. An academic director will oversee 
curricular and research innovations to promote 
multidisciplinary collaboration among faculty, 
staff and students. 

Issues in social justice remain central 
themes in K's ongoing projects in service 
learning, faculty research and teaching, study 

abroad, and student activities. 
The center aims to provide "recognition of 

the great work that's already happening, as well 
as bring in new opportunities ," said Tyner. 

In its most fundamental role as a "place of 
convening for social justice leaders," the ACSJL 
will support new visiting scholars and activist 
fellows. Additionally, K students can apply 
for funding from the center to pursue "social 
project[s) of their own design," Tyner said. 

The center will work out of the Stryker 
building, which, said Tyner, will be made a "more 
friendly ... [and] convenient space, a place that 
will draw people to it." 

In winter 2010, the ACSJL will initiate a 
program of "deliberative dialogue" on human 
rights and social justice issues. According to 
Tyner, discussions will center on developing 
best practices in social justice leadership and 
on answering the question, "What does it mean 
when we say we want a socially just campus?" 

By including in the conversation issues of 
human rights-arguably more readily associated 
with conflicts outside the U.S. than are issues of 
social justice-the center hopes to create new 
perspectives from which to address domestic 
prolllems. 

"Human rights can be a way to understand 
a lot of social issues in the United States," and 
ideally "[we will) adopt that lens to look at 
ourselves," said Tyner. "Everyone has a stake 
in this, and everyone has a role to play in this 
process." 

Counseling Corner: Striking a Balance Without Toppling the Scale 
By GINA MEYER, MA 
Counseling Intern 

"Balance" has recently 
become a hot word in 
professional and academic 
Circles. With acadelDlc and 
career-related demands on the 
rise, it is hard to know what 
achieving a balance would look 
like. Kalamazoo College clearly 
holds high academic standards 
for students: difficult classes, 
expectation of study-abroad 
experience', completion of the 
Senior Individualized ProjectD 
all of it shows "tough love." 
On top of academic demands, 
many students here maint81n 
active involvement In student 
groups, athletic teams, and 

other social activities Family, 
interpersonal relattonships and 
romantic partners demand time 
and attention. Finally, self-care, 
exerCiSe, and relaxation need to 
fit somewhere on the scale as 
well. 

How does one deal with and 
balancealloftheseresponsibilities 
and commitments? Being a 
doctoral student at Western 
Michigan University, I 
frequently ask myself the very 
same question. What happens 
when you put significantly more 
energy into some of these areas 
at the expense of others and your 
scale becomes lop-sided? As 
many of you already know, your 

grades may drop, friends may 
get angry, you may get Sick (both 
physically and emotionally), and 
your family may wonder why 
you do not have time to·taIk to 
them or come horne to visit. 

When these things 
start to happen, it is time to 
pull back and reflect upon how 
you are spending your time. 
Oftentimes, there are things you 
have committed to that are not 
what you really want or need 
to be doing. Ask yourself if 
there are any commitments you 
can "eliminate," as my friend 
says, from your life. ChOOSing 
to eliminate them may produce 
some guilt in you, but in the 

long run, it will contribute to 
your psychological well-being, 
especially if you have been 
neglecting your own needs. 
Practice saying "no" when 
unreasonable demands are placed 
on you Carve out time each day 
to complete homework, to see 
friends and family, and to take 
care of yourself. 

It is so easy to become 
overwhelmed with school and 
relationships that we neglect to 
do what we want and need to 
do for ourselves For eX8lflple, 
if there is a movie or show you 
really want to see, go see it! If 
you want a massage or a pedicure, 
go get it! Even just taking a short 

walk outside or playing with an 
animal can enhance your mood, 
improve your concentration, 
and contribute to your wellness. 
If you do not take care of 
yourself, how can you expect 
to succeed in school, work, 
or relationships? You are the 
instrument! 

When you are feeling 
overwhelmed, the best advice 
I can give is to step back, 
evaluate and determine your 
priorities, and then make some 
changes, Sometimes, it may 
feel as if your scale is tipping 
too much one way or another, 
but remember, you have the 
pvwer to get 11 back in balance. 
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"Rhinoceros" Benefits from Strong Acting 
By EEVA SHARP 
and BENJAMIN LEVENTER 
Contributer and Staff Writer 

People transforming into rhinos and metal 
houses crashing to the ground inches from patrons 
feet were just some of the surprises seen at Balch 
Theater this weekend. The production was directed 
by returning alum Liza Bielby K'02, who brings 
her experience from the Dell' Arte International 
School of Physical Theater to this interpretation of 
Eugene Ionesco's absurdist play "Rhinoceros." It 
ran Thursday, Nov. 12 through Sunday, Nov. 15 as 
part of the 2009/2010 Festival Playhouse line-up. 

The production combined the dark 
absurdist overtones of the work with a fun 
physicality that highlighted the nonsensical nature 
of society. 

"Rhinoceros" follows Berenger, portrayed 
by Sam Bertken K' 12, as he transitions from an 
apathetic drunk to the sole survivor of a world 
descended into violent chaos . 

brings the entire ensemble back onstage for an 
apocalyptical sort of curtain call. 

Bertken's apt portrayal of this antihero 
was empathetic and thought-provoking. The 
chemistry between him and Vince Kusiak K'lO, 
who portrayed Jean, was strong and allowed the 
audience to gain an emotional connection to this 
unraveling society. 

The play also benefited greatly from its strong 
ensemble performance. Acting performances like 
that of Molebi Mokobi K'13, who played the 
waitress, enlivened the droll banter of the first act 
with her flirtatious looks, bubbly personality, and 
playful antics . 

The industrial steel set, designed by 
Visiting Instructor of Theater Arts Jon Reeves, 
created a cold superficial atmosphere that 
heightened the feeling of alienation and desolation 
inherent to the theater of the absurd. This set, 
paired with the muted tones of post-war period 
costumes designed by Visiting Instructor of 
Theater Arts Elaine Kauffman, further emphasized 
these themes. 

"Rhinoceros" ultimately allowed the 
audience to detach from the constraints of society, 

IeII •• ,...r ... b •• tII 
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As the narrative progresses, the ever
meandering and occasionally head-butting herd 
of rhinos, both African and Asiatic, strikes a stark 
contrast between the absurd and the mundane . The 
ultimate failure of society, as all the characters 
transform into an indistinguishable herd of rhinos, 

if only for two and half hours, and reminds us that '-_______________________ -.1 

one should "never capitulate!" 

DRUMS: International Percussion Ensemble 
Continued from page 1 

to shout out, "We want more!" 
The finale was a crowd-pleasing 

highlight: Sabar Yarn, the Community 
West Arfikan Drumming Ensemble, 
directed by an enthusiastic Waller. 

Nelson were excited to perform after a 
debut at Crossroads Mall yesterday. 

"This is going to be great," said 
Andrews. 

The group, though new, has been 
generating intrigue. 

"We've really seen an explosion in 
interest and energy," said one drummer. 

"We just kind of got into it and 
can't get out of it now," Andrews said. 

Even the practice was explained as 
something enjoyable to the men. 

"Practice at home is fun, because you 
sort of get into the rhythm and you get a 
groove going, and you can kind of start to 
do your own thing ," said Nelson . 

The drurnrners' relish for 
their work resulted in an audience of 
participatory and happy listeners. 

"It was a very lively performance. 
They utilized the crowd. My hands are 
sore," said Andrew Maas K' 13 . "It was 
outside the box of things you don't see 
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Based a trackmg of the Eng ish language done by the 
New Oxford American Dictionary, Unfnend is the word of 
the year The dictionary defines the verb as, "To remove 
someone as a 'friend' on a social networking site such 

as Facebook." The word of the year is chosen to reflect 
changes in culture and the mindset of the moment. What 

does this say about our generation? 

"Communication IS becoming 
increasingly electronic and less 
personal, he said while he was on 
Facebook ,. 
Aidan Brawn K'13 

Out of all the words? They picked 
unfr'end? That's wack, 
Gina Massari K'13 

"I <;uppo~ · 'speaks about our dea 
of the worfj friend ",,,d the word 
friend ,rp k nd of cond " lon I 
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By BRlTTA SEIFERT 
Staff Writer 
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Spinach, Tomato and Chickpea Curry 

As llU1ch as I believe in local 
produce and try to resist the lure of the 
bright, waxy, shipped-from-California 
vegetables I see at Meijer, it's difficult 
to think of a long, barren winter without 
leafy greens and juicy tomatoes. This 
fall, I was thrilled to find I could easily 
and cost-effectively support my diet 
with local produce. But as the farmer's 
market becomes more and more sparse, 
I find myself heading to the grocery 
store for bell peppers and bags of 
carrots. Most of us are going to end up 
buying those heads of lettuce that have 
traveled thousands of miles, but you can 
lessen your environmental impact -and 
keep eating those all-important fruits 
and veggies-by finding ways to eat 
frozen and canned produce, This recipe 
for spinach. tomato and chickpea curry 
is healthy and tastes very fresh, but it 
doesn't contain anything that had to 
travel a week from somewhere tropical. 

The reCipe is really easy to whIp 
together and, in add ilIon to containing 
vegetables and fruits-yes, tomatoes' 
serves as a great source of protein . Add 
extra curry powder as you please, or add 
red chili powder to give it a lillie more 
of a kick. You can double this recipe to 
,erve a bIgger crowd or just to enJoy the 

leftovers for a few days. 
To me, this reCipe has a lot going 

for it. It helps me satisfy my winter 
veggie-cravings In good conscience. 
stay healthy and enjoy the convenience 
of using ingredients stored around the 
house. But best of all, it's delicious, 
and makes for a flavorful and satisfying 
meal on a chilly fall evening 

I medium onion, coarsely chopped 
I tsp. powdered ginger 
1 112 teaspoon sugar 
1 112 teaspoon red curry powder 
1 19 oz. can chickpeas 
1 14.5 oz. can diced tomatoes 
2 \0 oz. packages of frozen spinach, 

thawed 
olive oil 

Heat oil in large nonstick pan. 
Add onions and saute until tender. 
Stir in ginger, curry powder nnd sugar. 
Add the canned tomatoes with their 
juices and chickpeas, and sImmer for 
three minutes Add salt pepper and 
additIOnal curry powder to taste Stir 
in frozen spmach and let simmer for 
several mInutes unlll the spmach is 
warm. Serve over rice and with a dollop 
of plain yogurt. Serves 4. 
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K Coaches Salute ... Hornets coaches commend some admirable performances this season 
Compiled By LISA PHllLIPS 
Sports Editor 

Football-Head Coach Jamie 
Zorbo 

Brandon Luczak K'IO had a record 
breaking year and was the engine that 
made our very explosive offense go. 
He set single game records for touch
down passes in a game (6 twice versus 
Roc1cford and Manchester); total yards 
of offense in a game with 498 versus 
Hope; passing yards in a game with 
507 versus Hope (ranks 2nd highest 

a season. He set school career records 
for completions (613) and attempts 
(l058); ranks second in school history 
with 58 TO passes; 3rd in school history 
with 6884 total passing yards and 3rd 
in school history with 7176 total yards 
of offense. Not bad for a guy who only 
played quarterback for two full seasons! 

Jimmy Semelsberger K'IO is easily 
one of the most productive wide receiv
ers our football program has ever had. 
He tied a school record for most recep
tions in a game twice this season with 
IS catches versus Trine and Hope; he 

seasons. He led our team in tackles for 
the second straight year with 99. Bran
don had 200 tackles in his two seasons of 
playing linebacker for the Hornets. 

Men's Cross Country - Coach 
David Dimcheff 

Stefan Dylewski K'l 0 was our top 
runner in 3 of our 6 meets this year, 
including both MIAA conference meets. 
His time of 26:46 is the best for a K 
runner since 2004. 

Craig Marlatt K'IO didn't run up to 
his own expectations early in the season, 
but he continued to train hard and kept 

freshman season in recent memory. He 
was our top runner in two meets. 

Women's Cross Country - Coach 
David Dimcheff 

Jillian Mclaughlin K'IO - Jillian 
ran a brilliant race this past weekend to 
place 7th at Regionals. She is one of 
only three individuals in the history of 
our women's program to qualify for the 
National Championship meet and is the 
only one to do it twice. 

in MlAA history); completions and 
attempts in a game with 56 and 79 
respectively versus Hope (both school 
and MIAA records) and set an NCAA 
record for completions in a game with 
56 versus Hope. He set school records 
for completions (322), attempts (516), 
passing yards (3663), passing touch
downs (37) and total offense (3818) in 

set single season school records for pass 
receptions (96) and receiving yardage 
(1116), and set school records for career 
pass. receptions (264) and receiving yards 
(2996). 

Brandon Foutz K '10 has been the 
leader of our defense for the past two 

a positive attitude. It paid off: he saved 
his best race for last, finishing as the 
top Hornet runner at Regionals this past 
weekend. 

Ellen Conner K'13 - Ellen wasn't 
even recruited, but ran in our top spot 3 
times this year as a freshman. We are 
lucky to have her on the team. 

Katy Sly K'l2 - Katy missed a couple .. 
of races this season but finished strong. 

Caleb Kline K'13 had the best She was our second runner at Regionals. 

Met11 s College Jasketball Preview at1d Predictiot1s 
Big Ten Conference 

By Vatsal Bajpai 
Champion: Michigan State Spartans 
Teams sending to NCAA Tourney: 8 
Best Player: Kalin Lucas, junior point-guard, Michigan State 
Overview: Arguably the best conference in college basketball this year. Michigan State 
and Purdue are among the top five teams in the nation. The drop-off in talent is minimal 
for the top eight teams; even Iowa, Penn State, and Indiana would be contenders in 
other conferences. With no big losses to the NBA, this is shaping up to be a Big Ten 
season for the ages. 

Southeastern Conference (SEC) 
By Vatsal Bajpai 

Champion: Kentucky Wildcats. 
Teams sending to NCAA Tourney: 6 
Best Player: John Wall, freshman point-guard, Kentucky 
Overview: The Wildcats will be incredibly successful if new coach John Calipari 
can get his tremendous freshmen class to mesh. Lack of experience (the Wake Forest 
syndrome) and ridiculously high expectations could sink the youthful ·Cats. Vanderbilt 
and Mississippi State join perennial favorites Florida and Tennessee as likely SEC 
champions. 

Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC) 
By Stefan Dylewski 

Champion: Duke Blue Devils 
Teams sending to NCAA Tourney: 5 
Best Player: Greivis Vasquez, senior point-guard, University of Maryland. 
Overview: A down year in the ACC, after strong contenders lost key players. Look for a 
more competitive year in the conference, with numerous teams talented enough to win 

the ACC title. The Maryland Terrapins and Clemson Tigers will make some noise in 
the conference this year and make a strong run for the title, along with the top programs 
Duke and North Carolina. 

Pacific-lO Conference 
By Sam Colton 

Champion: California Golden Bears 
Teams sending to NCAA Tourney: 2 
Best Player: Jerome Randle, senior point-guard, California 
Overview: Expect powerhouses Arizona, UCLA, USC, and Stanford to struggle 
after many of their standout players decided to leave school early for the NBA.In a 
rebuilding year for the Pac-lO, the lone bright spot is Cal. Starting 4 seniors, and a 290 
lb junior at center, they should roll through the Pac-lO. Led by the best shooter in the 
country, Randle, Cal is poised to make a deep run in the NCAA tournament. 

Champion: West Virginia 

Big East Conference 
By Sam Colton 

Teams sending to NCAA Tourney: 7 
Best Player: Luke Harangody, senior power-forward, Notre Dame 
Overview: While not as strong as last year, the Big East will still be very competitive 
this season. Georgetown,led by dominant big man Greg Monroe has the potential 
to be very successful. Connecticut and Louisville lost key contributors, but remain 
well-coached, and have enough talent to get to the dance. Villanova returns star guard 
Scottie Reynolds, who should elevate Nova to tile top of the conference. Look for WV 
swingman Da'sean Butler to be mentioned as one of the elite players in the country 
while his team rises to the top of the Big East. 

• 
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Fall Sports
Seasons in Review 

,J3y KEVIN MINOR 
Staff Writer 

FOOTBALL 4-6 (1-5 MlAA) 
The football team doubled their win total of a year ago, finishing tbe 2009 season 

witb a4-6 record. The high-powered Hornet offense averaged 28.8 points a game and led 
tbe MIAA in passing yardage and passing touchdowns. Quarterback Brandon Luczak 
K'!O led tbe MIAA in total offense. Wide receiver Jimmy Semelsberger K' 10 led the 
MIAA witb 96 receptions and 1,116 yards. Cory McCain K'l1 led all of Division III 
football witb 19 touchdown receptions. 

MEN'S SOCCER 7-9-2 (7-6-1 MlAA) 
The men's soccer team rebounded from a 0-4-1 start to a winning record witbin 

MlAA play and 4"' place finish in the conference. On Oct. 31, the Hornets upset 
tbe eventual conference champions and nationally-ranked Calvin Knights 3-0. Two 

... Hornets, Dane Carey K' 11 and Ben Darling K' 11, earned All-MlAA honors following 
tbe season. 

WOMEN'S SOCCER 8-6-5 (5-2-1 M1AA) 
The women's soccer team came witbin inches of earning tbel[ first NCAA 

a tournament appearance since 1999, losing the MIAA championship game to Albion in 
a shootout. Four players-Maya Smolcic K'l3, Anja Burk K'IO, C.J. McCartby K'J3 
and Jackie Short K' 13- earned All-MIAA honors following the season. 

VOLLEYBALL 12-17 (6-10 MIAA) 
The volleyball team jumped to a strong 4-1 start, but struggled at times in MIAA 

play and finished 5" in tbe conference. The season ended in tbe first round oftbe MIAA 
tournament witb a 3-sets-to-1 loss to the #3 seed Alma Scots. Colleen Leonard K'12 
was selected to tbe All-MIAA second team witb a team-leading 293 kills. 

MEN'S GOLF 
The men's golf team finished tbe season witb an average score of 320.7 in eight' 

MIAA tournaments, landing tbem a 9 th place finish in tbe conference. The Hornets 
recorded five 7" place and three 8"' place finishes. Jordan Fairbanks K'll averaged a 
score of78.4, tbe second-lowest in school history. 

WOMEN'S GOLF 
The women's golf team finished tbe season witb an average score of 389.2, 

good for an 8" place finish in tbe MIAA. The Hornets also finished 8"' at tbe MIAA 
championships and reached as high as 6tb in tournament play tbis past fall. Ashley 
Arnoldi K'12 was tbe low scorer for the Hornets witb an average score of92.5. 

MEN'S CROSS COUNTRY 
The men's cross country team finished 6" in the final MIAAstandings and recorded 

a 27" place finish in tbe NCAA regional meet. The Hornets recorded tbeir best meet on 
Oct. 17, earning a 6" place finish at the Manchester College invitational. 

WOMEN'S CROSS COUNTRY 
The women's cross country team finished 7" in tbe final MIAA standings and 

• recorded a 22"" place finish in tbe NCAA regional meet. The Hornets recorded tbeir 
best meet on Sept. 12 with a 5" place finish in tbe Great Lakes Colleges Association 
Championsbips meet. 
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COACH: Search for Candidate Underway 
Continued from page 1 
noted gender equity in coaching and tbe 
need for more full-tIme women's coaches. 
as well as tbe length of history of the 
program as the top factors. 

Tbe job opening has been posted, and 
she said tbat it will likely be kept open 
through tbe first part of December. 

"I'd like to have a head coach named 
by mid-February," she said 

Until tben, current head coach Bryan 
Goyings K '04 will contmue to serve 
as coach. He has already submitted bis 
application materials for the full-time 
position, but will not receive any special 
treatment. 

"Webave to do a full national search," 
said Kristen Smith. "All resumes will be 
looked at on an equal baSIS." 

Goyings said tbat he's already 
received a number of e-mails and pbone 
calls from recruits and members of the 
community asking about his status, and 
that it's an awkward position to be in. 

"That's just tough because you are 
the coach and they're looking for anotber 
coach. It's an odd spot to be in," he said, 
but noted that, "It's college policy, and 
you bave to respect it. Tbe best candidates 
will rise \0 tbe top:' 

Goyings IS a little concerned, thougb. 
"I'd be lying is I said I wasn't 

nervous ," he said. 
Despite tbat, he thinks that tbe 

conversion to full-time status is really 
good for tbe program. 

"I know tbat they've lost coaches in 
tbe past wbo were part-time who moved 
on to full-time status at otber schools," 
he said. "If you want to be successful, it 
bas to be full-time or you have to be fully 
dedicated in order to be competitive." 

"Every school we compete agamst has 
full-time coaches," he added, and noted 
tbat such a status also allows coaches 
to be more integrated into the campus, 
and to further assist witb the interests of 
students. 

Goyings does not currently have 
a concrete Job other than his coaching 
position, but works odd johs at times, 
including the camp circuit, training teams, 
and substitute teaching. He just completed 
his second year as head coach at K and 
worked as tbe assistant coach for two years 
prior to tbat. 

Women's soccer bas existed at K 
since 1982. The program boasts an overall 
winning percentage of .677, an MIAA 
winning percentage of .722, and eight 
MIAA championsbips since the league 
began sponsoring tbe sport in 1989. 

The Hornets finisbed the 2009 season 
8-6-5 overall, and tied for tbird place in the 
conference with a 5-2-1 record. They lost 
tbe championship game of tbe tournament 
to Albion m a shootout. 

Following women's soccer, seven 
K College teams remain witb part-time 
head coaches, including baseball, softball, 
men's soccer, men's and women's golf, and 
botb cross-country teams. Kristen Smith 
commented that they would like to make 
tbe positions full time in the future, or at 
least increase part-time stipend status. 

Chelsea Smith said that the move to 
full-time status is a good one for women's 
soccer, in spite of tbe fact tbat she may 
have a new coach next season. 

"It will give us the opportunity to 
have tbe best coach for tbe job," she said, 
"whetber it be our coach now or [someone 
else]. 

Hornet of the Week 
By USA PHILLIPS 
Sports Editor 

Jillian McLaughlin K'10, Women's Cross Country 

McLaughlin was honored on tbe All-MIAA First Team 
for tbe tbird time in her college career, and has been a top 
runner for tbe women's team throughout her four years at K. 
Her 7"' place finish overall (22:21) at tbis weekend's NCAA 
ill Regional competition beat all otber AU-MIAA First Team 
members, and was tbe second-highest of any runner from tbe 
MIAA. She qualifies for tbe NCAA ill Championships on 
Nov. 21, her second appearance at tbe event. 
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K College Bans All Complaining Sarah Palin to be a Guest Professor at K 
By SIR WI-llNE-A-LOT 
Staff Writer 

In an unprecedented move, the 
President's Office at KalamazoQ released 
a memo banning complaining on campus. 
Phrases on the ban list included "My 
professorlSIPllife sucks," "I hate this 
[insert class or exam name here]" and 
basically any comment referencing the 
library food policy, 8:30 a.m. classes, 
weekend cafeteria hours, lab reports, and 
parking on campus. 

Punishment for being caught 
complaining involves getting a bar of 
soap stuffed in one's mouth. Security 
guards are now fully armed with packs 
of Irish Spring. Librarians and Sodexho 
members area are also being outfitted, as 
they operate in designated "high-level 
complaining" areas on campus. Students 
in general didn't know how to react, as 
their typical response to campus changes 

FEATURES 

is now an illegal measure. 
"It's impossible to start conversation 

withanyone,"saidAmyNobberiong,K'12, 
from an undisclosed free-complaining 
location. "What are we supposed to do? 
Focus on the positive? That's ridiculous. 
Just another example of the college trying 
to impose unrealistic expectations on us 
students." 

Science majors were finding the new 
regulations especially difficult. 

"Our lives suu- I mean, EvGen is a 
bU •• - I mean, I've-been-in-the-lib-for
II-hours--and-this-freaking-Iab-report
is-awfu ... " one biology student was 
observed stuttering as a bar of soap was 
unceremoniously stuffed in his mouth. 

Seniors have been rendered 

See COMPLAINING, Page 5 

ENTERTAINMENT 

By DION BULLOCK 
Staff Writer 

Gaining inspiration from the Introduction to Creative Writing class's performance 
"If Sarah Palin Can Write, So Can We," Alaska's very own Sarah Palin is coming to 
Kalamazoo College as a guest professor to grace several of our academic departments 
with her knowledge in the 2010-2011 academic year. 

Due to teaching at K, Palin has fortunately decided to take time off from her busy 
schedule, which includes promoting her writings, negotiating deals for the Palin family 
reality show, and being a maverick. Palin has signed up to teach History 350: Russo
American Relations, and is potentially going to teach an interdisciplinary course cross
registered in the Political Science and Women's Studies departments. The course title is 
currently unavailable. However, it has been described as "a journey through the life of an 
average woman in the worid of masculinity and politics." 

But Sarah Palin's teaching at Kalamazoo College is not only beneficial for us. Her 
visit will also give her a wider audience for her novel "Going Rogue," available on book 
shelves everyWhere. Rumors have been going around that "Going Rogue," is going to be 
the Summer Common Reading book for the class of2014. making Palin the guest speaker 
for orientation week of Fall 2010. 

In addition to working with the History, Political Science, and Women's Studies 
departments, Palin has been talking to our athletic director to start a collegiate hockey 
team. As a former high school basketball state champion, Palin understands the importance 

See PALIN, Page 7 

BWA House Established on Academy 
By SEBASTIAN W. FERGUSON 
Staff Writer 

In a concession to the harsh economic 
realities of the past several years. campus 
officials announced last night that 
Humphrey House would cease to serve as 
a classroom and office building. Instead, 
the building on Academy St. will be leased 
by Western Michigan University (WMU). 
serving as an additional frat house for the 
university's burgeoning Greek system. 
The new BY/';. house will be ready for 
occupation by the beginning of the 20 I O
Il academic year. 

Alfred "Alfie" Robinson, a noted 

SPORTS 

member of the WMU Greek system has 
already assembled a group of brothers to 
occupy the BY/';. house. When asked to 
describe his vision of the fraternity, he 
replied "Well, like, it's just going to be 
like chill. Like. ice cold Heineken chill. 
You know that like lounge thing where all 
those books are on the first floor? That's 
gonna be the super awesome football 
room. All the bros pitched in, and we're 
gonna get this mega flatscreen with a 

See FRAT, Page 3 

Somalia added as a study abroad option for K 
students. 

''New Moon" is the best movie of all time. Women's basketball team gets a real hornet. 

pg.3 pg.5 pg. 8 
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Year: Masccot 

Area of Study: Entomology 

What s YOllr favorite thillg about K? The 
cafeteria on the day before Thanksgiving 
Break. Best day, hands down. 

Wlzats olle think you're looldngforward to 
this year? Graduating in June. It's been a 
hard four year but I've finally made it. Let's 
go class of2009' Woo!!! 

Plans for the summer? Going down south 
to stay with some family, before I get on the 
job hunt. Times is tough out there for a guy 
like me and aI want to relax a bit before I 
move into the real world. 

If YOII could be one faculty/staff member, 
who wOllldyoll be? Professor Stull. He's 
really a great guy and brings economics to 
life. 

Where do you see yourself ten years from 
now? Hopefully working at Orkin. I 
got some ideas that'll change the whole 
industry . 

How do you want people to remember YOII? 
As that guy in the Hornet costume. 

- Jerry Smgh K'12 

ON THE QUAD I The Index, November 25, 2009 

Photo of'the weeK 

In efforts to make the quad more aestheti

cally pleasing, Facilities Management has 

posted signs and asked students to walk 

around the grass. The ground is no longer 

for walking on, but the grass on the quad 

is as vibrant as ever! Keep it up K and 

remember to use the sidewalk! 

ubmit your photos for Photo of the Week to index@kzoo.edu. 
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Kalamazoo, Michigan 49006 

index@kzoo.edu 

Have a ~ break everybody! Siay safe ani taw futt. 
Seeyouitt2010! 
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Gaga-ism: Philosophy for the New Decade 
By BONITA APPLEBUM 
Staff Writer 

With her eccentric fashion and danceable beats, doubt, Gaga is encouraging us to commit to our path and 
Lady Gaga's lyrics often fall by the wayside. It's really a to accept the economy as a situation affecting us but not 
huge disservice to the youth ul-M.lLiI,)(.=.I=.I,X.IJS<:icll~LUIl~_IIjil.IJlUflI:,.II.Ilul1l you: where else are these 
many of the troubles facing presented in such an 
our age group, from the manner for the 
dysfunctional relationships challenged? 
that plague today's young The Lady is talented 
women ("Bad Romance") to that she can branch 
the purely sexual relations 
of today's 20-something
year-olds ("Love Game"). 

Lady Gaga first proved 
her willingness to grapple 
with such weighty issues 
in her break out single, 
"Just Dance." The song's 
first line "I've had a little 
bit too much" immediately 
connects with the young 
women of today (let's face 
it-we've all been there) but 

rather than passing judgment ~::~~ __ 
or condemnation, she C 

any 
insights. In her 

single, "Paparazzi," she 
with the psychological 

trOllbl,es of unrequited love. 
your biggest fan, 

follow you until you 
me." She is willing 

grapple with the idea of 
I Pll>sessJ(ln and the short leap 

stalking. Through her 
I:h,lra(;ter we experience the 

process "if I stalk 
then you'll love me." 

Gaga is a encourages us to deal with 
the situation differently; she 
suggests we "dance." Let "'-' ...... ----........ ---------''--.;.:..:,.j, 

'pllilc)sophi.cal gem in that 
she willingly engages in this 

dialog that is often ignored in favor of more "important" 
or worthwhile topics. I say: stay fabulous and strong, 
and long live the Lady. Keep speaking truth and don't 
stop telling it like it is. 

"dance" stand for whatever you want-she advocates for 
complete surrender to our chosen distractIon. 

Gaga however, works deeper than that; she is 
indeed America's Socrates. In a world full of economic 

FRAT: Humphrey House Rented to WMU 
Continued from page 1 

killer sound system. It's gonna be all Lions, all the time, dude." 
Other members of the new fraternity highlighted plans to convert several of the offices on the first floor into 

"chill" refrigeration rooms. [Details of illicit beverage storage removed from article by college administrators). Let's 
just say that, for his part, this reporter would not miss the frat 's planned Super Bowl party if he had three research papers 
due the next day and he hadn't even picked a topic for any of them yet. Be there, or be K College squares. 

In response to parents ' concerns about how the BY l!. house could affect the quality of education at K, a college 
official who asked to remain anonymous replied "When money 's tight, sometimes you have to make a deal with the 
devil to keep you from bankruptcy. The college has recei ved a guarantee of good behavior in the frat house from the 
administration at WMU. We trust our neighbors, and are willing to make the farther journey into the world of the Greek 
system if it means we still have money to build a new football stadium." 

The opinion among the student body at K has been overwhelmingly positive. Said one student, "Finally, we 
no longer need to make the arduous trek to Douglas. It's just about making it down the hill from Trow now. Strategic 
placement for the winter months." 

Prepare yourselves, students. There's just one rule at the ~ublBY l!. house you need to remember: $5 at the 
door, and if you want any [censored], you ' re gonna have to bring that yourself and enough to share with the BY l!. 
bros. 
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Somalia Study Abroad 
Program Offers Chance 
for Thrill Seekers 
By JACK SPARROW 
Staff Writer 

Underclassmen, get excited! K's newest study 
abroad program offers an exciting opportunity for those 
interested in international business to gain some hands
on experience. 

Last week, the Center for International Programs 
(ClP) announced the start of the Transnational 
Negotiations exchange program in Somalia. 

The 6-month program offers students a chance to 
learn from successful Somalian entrepreneurs currently 
operating in the area, part of an internationally-famous 
business enterprise. 

Classes will be taught outside of a typical classroom 
setting. Courses offered will include Risk-Analysis and 
Ventures, Alternative Corporate Financing Models, and 
How to Properly Kidnap Someone. 

Although no prerequisites are required for the 
program, the ClP recommends sailing experience 
and a strong stomach for rum. Students also 
should be adept at handling pressure situations 
and should have no connections to the CIA. 
Applications are due at the end of February. 

"We think it will be a great opportunity for students 
to develop their negotiation skills in a real-world 
setting," said ClP representative Meredith MacKinnon. 
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Squirrels' Campus Meal Plan Ignites Debate About K's Priorities 
By ERICA DOMINIC 
Staff Writer 

Another insouciant squirrel, who would 
rather remain anonymous, declared that the 

"I've been positively pelted with nuts," 
said one hysterical K (human) student, 

Picture it: you might be walking across 
the quad to class-quietly, unobtrusively 
undoubtedly pondering some intellectual 
quandary, and aU of the sudden, you are 
popped out of your academic reverie by 
an abrupt bonk on the head. However, 
this experience bears no resemblance to 
Newton's. The object falling from the sky 
was nothing more than an acorn, dropped 
(or tossed) from the nearest tree. 

college has been r--------------------~..., 
"readily helpful 

recondite fact. Some human K students 
suggest that in order to ameliorate the 
overly-generous meal plan while also 
improving the squirrel population's overall 
well-being, the college should change their 
policy and limit the hours of nut-eating on 
the quad. 

in the squirrel-" 
(at which point 
he ran off due 
to a raccoon 
predator). 

Though 
the sq uirrel 
population 
has an overall 
positive opinion 
of their meal plan 
opportun i ties, 
some of the 
college's human 

"Such a change would significantly 
reduce squirrel obesity in future generations 
of K squirrels, and it would also assuage 
some of the tension the human srudents feel 
when facing the ravenous squirrels," said 
Patty O. Furniture K'12. 

Anita Bath K'13 agreed that "limiting 
the quad dining hours would probably be in 
everybody's best interest." 

IT you've ever had a nut fallon 
your head, you have felt the effects of K 
College's squirrel meal plan. The meal plan 
itself consists of unlimited food resources, 
namely the seeds and nuts from the campus 
trees, and the plan does not limit the hours 
of the dining hall, a.k.a. the quad, which is 
open twenty four hours a day, seven days 
a week. students take a .......... ___________ ......... __________ ....... 

Still, should the human srudents 
choose to campaign for this alteration, they 
are sure to face a good deal of opposition 
from the squirrels themselves. moreacrirnonious The squirrels themselves seem to 

enjoy the plan, which comes at no cost to 
them or to the college. 

tone on the topic. Some are concerned with 
K's priorities, believing that the college 
ranks squirrels above humans by allowing 
the squirrels more freedom in their meal 
plan. Furthermore, some students believe 
that this sense of superiority and power has 
gone to the squirrel's heads. 

"purposely PELTED I tell you!!" "We are part of the nature surrounding 
the campus," commented Nutty Wood. 
'The college can't just go around changing 
our lifestyles and ordering us around like 
they do for the human students. Next thing 
you know they're going to be asking us to 
comply with due dates and rum in essays!" 

One campus squirrel, Nutty Wood 
K'1I, while chomping an acorn during 
an interview, stated, "I think ... [nibble 
nibble] the meal plan [nibble nibble] is 
quite suitable for squirrels at the college." 

Another concern that dominates 
the opposition to the" squirrel's lenient meal 
plan involves the sensitive issue of the 
squirrels' health. Of course the elevated 
percentage of squirrel obesity here at K 
compared to the national average is no 

CCPD: How to Prepare for an Interview to Make Sure You'll Get the Job 
By PHILLIP CHINZI 
CCPD Contributor 

Now, we all know that there is Just tons of advice out 
there about how to best present yourself. With the Internet 
saturated with tips and tricks for interviews, it's impossible 
to read through everything and find meaningful advice. 
After doing a quarter's worth of research and clinical 
study, I have finally prepared a suitable and simplistic 
interview guide. Here is the best advice that I can give 
about the interviewing process. 

Make an Entrance Your Interviewers Will 
Remember 

During my mock interviews, I received the most 
positive feedback from those that I made a lasting first 
impression with. Interviewers loved the clowning act 
I u .. ed when I first met them As soon as r came in the 
door r burst out Into my perfornlance Performing for 
interviewers is a very strong strategy for success because 
it shows confidence and personality. If clowning isn't for 
you, then I suggest preparing a monologue from a play or 
some slam poetry. Remember, you want the interviewers 
to remember you. 

2. Wear Proper Attire to Your Interview 
Make sure to wear clothes that convey the 

qualities that you want to convey to your employers. 
Research shows that boldness is the best thing to shoot 
for. Wearing a bright red dress or a white tuxedo is sure to 
convey that you not only have a bold personality, but that 
you've got a great fashion sense too. When asked what 
made the biggest impression on them, one interviewcr 
commented, "It was the suspenders. I love suspenders, and 
you were the only candidate that wore them. If this was a 
real interview, I would have hired you immediately." This 
brings me to my next point. 

3, Wear Suspenders 
They keep your pants up, and they're stylish. Just 

do it 

4. PractKc Proper Etiquette at LunchlDinner 
Interviews 

It is a very common practice in the business 
world to conduct interviews over a meal This saves the 
interviewers time, and is often great for you because 

you get free food. The one thing to remember is to 
show ambition through your hunger Show your future 
employer that you're hungry for the job, To do this you 
should eat at least twice as much as anyone at the table. 
After .you have finished your two entrees, immediately 
ask if anyone needs help finishing their meals. This shows 
that you're a team player and that you're committed to 
seemg things through to the end . 

Also, order food that you eat with your hands. 
This shows the interviewers that you aren't afraid to get 
your hands dirty. Just be sure to always ask the server 
for a bib or plastiC raincoat. Nothing says unprofessional 
more than sloppy joe on your white tuxedo. 

With these tips in mind, you're guaranteed 
to do well many mterview. Remember, the goal is to 
portray yourself as a confident, young profeSSional. Even 
if you arcn't confident, young, or professional, it's the 
impression that counts. So make sure that you follow 
these four helpful tips, and you'll be hired no doubt. For 
further Windex interviewing tips come visit us at the 
CCPD. Good luck' 
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New Moon: It is My Life Now 
By MATI MAXIMUIK 
StatfWriter 

Bella is being circled by a vampire 
ready to devour her. He only need sink his 
teeth into her and she is guaranteed to die. 
Then, suddenly, gigantic kittens emerge 
from the trees ready to defend Bella with 
their lives. Rushing left and right the kittens 
take advantage of their numbers against the 
vampire. The vampire stands no chance: 
with his need for eye drops weighing 
him down, his bloodshot eyes irritate and 
distract him. Eventually, he is forced to flee 
the scene, his prey having escaped him. 

"New Moon" is the newest in 
the series of Twilight movies and brings 
together all the greatest elements of cinema 
to make the greatest romantic comedy of 
the year. The crazy love-triangle-themed 
movie has been getting old, but "New 
Moon" finds a way to spice it up by adding 
monsters who crush on the girl instead of 
just the same old "guy likes girl" movie. 

This movie follows the journey 
of Bella after Edward has left in order to 
protect her. The man that comes to fill the 
void is Jacob, who is looking for a little 
romance. All this is a failed attempt, as 
Bella just sees him as a friend. But Jacob 
fails to understand this and continues to try 
to kiss Bella every second of the movie. 

Robert Pattinson brings back 
his Edward Cullen role flawlessly. He 
continues to have that constant brain-freeze 
look that is just so attractive. He always 

cringes when he talks as he 
delivers poetic line after poetic 
line. Bella is also amazing 
in the movie as a glutton for 
punishment. She is constantly 
being thrown into walls, falling 
off a bike or drowning in search 
of a new recreational activity to 
pursue after Edward leaves. 

The introduction of a 
new supporting character,Jacob 
Black, is the new man looking 
to capture Bella's heart. Jacob 
is from a Native American 
tribe that does not believe in 
the wearing of shirts (most 
likel y because of the patches 
of kitten hair covering their 
bodies). Jacob is constantly 
warm and thus becomes Bella's 
new pillow and protector, as he 
is one of the few that transform 
into giant were-kittens. 

The dialogue of the 
movie transcends conventional 
scripts as the characters move past building 
simple, real conversations. Every line 
is a flawless one-liner that shows all the 
emotions bottled up in the two male leads. 
They both pull on heart strings constantly 
as they throw "I love you" after "I love 
you" at Bella, looking to get a smooch. 
The movie makes sure 10 let you know it 

has hot-enough actors that you don'l need 
to actually listen to what they say; you 
just need to sit there and stare at them. For 
contrast effect, the movie includes both 
attractive, angst-ridden teenagers as well 
as dry, old, well-trained actors. 

Every part of "New Moon" 
creates an ambiance that creates so much 
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male angst you can't help but love it. Both 
Edward and Jacob are so over the top in 
their acting that they are truly dedicated to 
redefining the craft. Even if you are not a 
fan of the series, this film is just an amazing 
piece of work that will have you laughing 
and crying so quickly, you really just won't 
know what to think when the film ends. 

COMPLAINING: Topics Banned 
Continued from page 1 

completely mute. They have resorted to 
communicating only through a series of 
piercing caveman-like grunting noises, 
as loud groans, heavy sighs, "Uggghh", 
and "Blecch" sounds are not banned 
intonations. Senior Individualized 
Projects (SIPs) have also become a 
banned topic of conversation, as no 
normal K College student can discuss 
their SIP without whining. 

To promote healthy expressions of 
frustration during the upcoming exam 
week, punching bags have been hung 
from the library ceilings for student 
use, and Disney coloring books are 
now available throughout campus. The 
college also recommends drinking lots 

of tea and spending more time doing 
happy things. 

On a positive note, students all 
over campus are finding creative non
verbal ways to convey their feelings, 
by jumping up and down with clenched 
fists and banging their heads against 
hard objects. One student even 
reenacted a famous soene from the 
movie "Office Space" in the library after 
a failing printer caused overwhelming 
frustration. 

Librarians rejoiced at the news, 
noting how peaceful the library was. 
"The first floor is basically silent all 
the time. It's wonderful," said one 
librarian. 
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K's List: Item Not as Described 
By WilLIAM "LIMECAT" CHEATHAM 
Head Copy Editor 

The K College eqUIvalent to Craigslist, K's List, is off to a great start. The site allows easy exchange of goods between members of the college community. Started just 
this fall, resource sharing on the site has already resulted in a significant reduction of waste in Kalamazoo landfills. For sale or for free, items range from the typical, like used 
textbooks and extra school supplies, to lucky finds such as a pottery student's surplus mugs. But sometimes one wonders what provoked someone to add an item to the list instead 
of trashing it. The following were taken from the K's List Web site: 

COOL *VINTAGE* PLAID WINTER COAT 
Date: 2009-11-06, 6:34PM EDT 

Recovered this coat from some of my parents' old stuff after the basement flooded 
during a 2-week vacation a couple years ago (**mildew completely removed**). Nice 
redlblack plaid pattern, non-itchy wool. It's gotten pretty worn over the years (holes 
in pockets. thread fraying, bum stains, zipper missing, stubborn cigarette smoke odor, 
etc.) but it's damn fashionable! Admittedly, there's only a 3-week time period when the 
coat can be worn in the fall, since it's too warm and bulky before late November and not 
warm enough after mid-December. Still a great addition to the wardrobe! 

$400BO!! 

Call Kate @ 269-375-4443 

COPIES OF LAST WEEK'S INDEX 
Date: 2009-11-21, 4:22PM EDT 

My friends thought it'd be funny to pile the 200 or so extra copies of last week's 
Index from our dorm lounge in front of my door. I get the impression they're unwanted, 
but I know some people like to collect stuff like this. For that reason I'm going to hang 
onto them for a couple weeks before throwing them out. Please call the cell @ 517-662-
8374 and we can set up a meeting time. Thanks! 

USED TEXTBOOK 
Date: 2009-10-15, 7:49AM EDT 

Bio major graduated a couple year 
ago, still looking for work & need som 
cash. It's the Campbell biology textbook 
fourth edition. I know it's halfway througl 
the quarter, but maybe you've got a fricn 
who'll need it next year? Double check t( 
make sure this edition matches up all righ 
with the current one. I'm asking $20. 

Please contact Joan @ 609-233 
2173. 

BEER PONG TABLE-CHEAP 
Date: 2009-10-30, 7:49AM EDT 

Asking $25 for a lightly used beer 
pong table. Sad to let it go, but it's taking 
up space and I'm moving onto bigger and 
better things at the UC-Berkley computer 
science PhD program. 

Description: regulation 7.5' x 2' x 30" 
mahogany table, stainless steel folding 
legs, centered engraved Hofbrauhaus logo. 
barely noticeable beer/puke/etc. stains. 

E-mail Brad for pictures! 
bellschristrnasale@.hotmail.com 

**FREE** PRINT CREDITS 
Date: 2009-10-19, I :22AM EDT 

Just in time for finals week!! My classes are over, SIP's turned in. While cleaning 
pp before heading home, I checked my library account balance and noticed I've got 8¢ 
eft in print credits. Didn't want to let them go to waste. 

E-mail meatrockonxkcd@gmail.com 

Au revoir! 

DECKED-OUT HP LAPTOP (USED) CHEAP!! 
Date: 2009-11-14, 3:29PM EDT 

After some bad luck with the three PCs I owned over the last year or so, I've 
~ecided to switch to Mac. I recycled the first two at Best Buy, but I know a K student 
lTIight be able to use this HP if they got creative with the repairs. 

Description: 

2009 HP Pavilion dv6-2040sa, Entertainment Edition, 4GB RAM, 250 GB hard 
~ve, combo 32x DVD±R / 32x CD-RW, extended battery, Nvidia GeForce M Series 
~aphic card. 

Used over a 3-month period, light travel (mostly between Trow and the library), 
arried in double-padded laptop case, no falls or other damages. 

The motherboard has now crashed, but when I last had it up and running a couple 
t-veeks ago, about 2/3 of the screen had lost display capability, DVD/CD drives were 
malfunctioning, a few keys were unresponsive (A, G, E, U, N, and P), and the battery 
neld a~out 1.25 bours of charge. 

Warranty expired. I'm asking $45 OBO. 

Please contact Jay: alienwarebuff@yaboo.com 
Thanks!! :) 
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PALIN: History Professor for 2009-10 
Continued from page 1 

of teamwork. Michigan's cold winters will be perfect for the hockey season. The self
proclaimed hockey mom is willing to give her time for free in respect to her favorite 
sport. 

Getting wind of the news, the K College Republicans are ecstatic to have the national 
representative for Vice President come to Kalamazoo. She has been reluctant to announce 
her support of the 'College Republicans, though, so that she does not alienate and cause 
problems with the K College Democrats. John McCain was unavailable to comment on the 
issue. However one may look at Palin's visit and decision to teach at K, she will be gracing 
our campus with her presence next year. 

Security Hires Elite Dagorhir Squad 
ByM.BORCH 
Staff Writer 

Last week, on a dark and chilly 
November night, Sally Sue K'12 was 
walking home to Severn. The campus 
seemed deserted. Desolate, really, except 
for.the strange man who had been following 
her since she left the library. Quickening 
her pace hadn't worked, and he continued 
to follow her even across the street. The 
strange man's resolve intensified, his 
criminal intent bearing down on innocent 
Sue's purse. Yet precisely before Sally was 
about to scream, four silhouettes hurled 
themselves from the roof of Humphrey 
House onto the devious mugger, 
bludgeoning him into a 5-year coma 
with what looked to be various medieval 
weapons forged from PVC pipes and foam. 
Out of breath after such frenzied brutality, 
Sue's saviors wished her luck and departed 
as mysteriously as they had appeared. 

"I was so relieved! I was definitely 
going to get mugged right there, by that 

strange man, if he hadn't been beaten to a 
pulp by thoseDag guys! Thanks,Dagorhir!" 
exclaimed Sue in a candid interview. 

Several of these heroic rescues have 
been occurring around campus as a result 
of the quintupling crime rate in Kalamazoo, 
and the proud members of K's very own 
Dagorhir association feel it is their duty to 
defend our fair campus from the vile scum 
of the underworld. Students will often see 
K Security's Dagorhir training sessions on 
the quad, where the devoted members of 
Dag learn important techniques in the art 
of beating the snot out of bad people. 

"You usually want to get in a few solid 
hits-like the solid, bone-crunching kind
around the back of the cranium,lower ribs, 
solar plexus, or groin. Generally, five to six 
swings of a broadsword or battle hammer is 
considered a good round for an individual 
before letting the next take his or her turn," 
Molly Waits K'l2 said. 

"I think it's fantastic these young folks 
are taking it to crime, and they do it in 
such a modem and sophisticated way. We 

Sustainable Water Source on Campus 
By WILL "SHAKESPEARE" CHEATHAM 
Head Copy Editor 

The "Going Local" movement at thc 
collegchas thrived in the last several years. 
and enthusiasm driving the movement has 
produced several productive task-force 
meetings. One Idca to come out of such 
meetings is meant to stcm wasteful water 
use by creating a self-sustaining water 
source for the college: the Red Square 
fountain. 

Excess water from rainfall and 
melting snow at Red Squarc will be 
stored in an underground tank, which 
will then be tapped for water to use in all 
on-campus buildings and for watering of 
the grounds. The college sustainability 
task force estimates that energy costs at 
the college will be cut to almost half their 
current levels, thanks to the new system. 

In the spirit of the movement. 
sustainabihty leaders drew water from the 
fountain's supply at a recent on-campus 
gathering. Nearly every food and drink 
item at the meeting was local to within 
50 miles of Kalamazoo. Unfortunately, 
the amount of coffee needed to power 

couldn't be more proud of them," says Bo 
Buckford of K Security. 

Initiation to Dag usually begins with 
initiates beheading a ram and bathing 
themselves ritually in the blood. Then 
name games begin, and generally a friendly 
team-oriented scrimmage will commence. 
Several members wear pelts fashioned from 
squirrel skin to demonstrate their ferocity 
and commitment to the Code of Dagorhir, a 
commitment which has saved dozens of K 

the attendees through the mid-afternoon 
meeting required international transport. _ 
which far surpassed in number of miles 
the distance that would have been required 
to get the same foods from disparate parts 
of the U.S. 

Nonetheless, organizers hope the new 
filtering system for the fountain, which 
was built from 100% recycled materials, 
will at least reduce the yellow appearance 
of city-source water on-campus residents 
sometimes find themselves shocked to 
encounter. 

The major hitch in the project appears 
to be the unanswered question of what 
exactly will happen to tlle water supply 
during the winter. The hope is that water '" 
saved up from the summer excess will be 
enough, but predictions are difficult to 
calculate with much accuracy. Besides 
the possible scarcity of water, students " 
are warned they may find themselves 
experiencing extreme, sudden shifts in 
shower water temperature with even more 
frequency than they already do. 

students from petty thieves just this quarter. 
Plans are in place to install a button on 
emergency call stations around campus 
that will link directly to a device carried 
by all Dag personnel. The administration 
is also currently reviewing a proposal to -, 
allow Dag weapons inside classrooms. 
The Dag team is hard at work 2417, so next 
time you see them out on the quad, please ; 
thank them for the invaluable service they 
provide to the college community. -
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Buzz Joins Women's Basketball Team 
By MACKENZIE "SLAM DUNK" VANDERSHOFF 
Staff Writer 

In a surprising move, 
Buzz Hornet is listed as the 
newest member of the K 
College Women's Basketball 
team. 

"It - I mean, she - has a 
great jump shot and is quick 
off the board ," said Coach 
Maggie Spelling. 

Presumably to add 
authenticity to her play, Buzz 
now sports a blonde wig and 
an enhanced chest region. She 
is listed as a forward. 

One difficulty for the 
newest K athlete will be the 
fouls incurred by having a 
stinger protruding from one's 
backside. 

"We think the tail-is 
it? - will actually be an asset 
for boxing out," said Spelling. 

Since hornet costumes 
are fairly androgynous
looking, many observers of 
the women's team's practice 
speculate that Buzz is actually 
a 6-foot-5 men's basketball player, 
designed to give the women's team a 
height.and talent boost. 

Others cite the desperation in 
recruitment as the reason for the new 
player. 

"When you can't find any more 
females who can dribble on campus, why 

not look to furry mascots?" pointed out 
Athletic Director Nandina Boroyovitz. 

However, MIAA regulations state 
no rule against playing invertebrates, so 
;Buzz will start in Saturday's upcoming 
game against Franklin, looking to help the 
Hornets improve off of a 0-3 start to the 
season. 

Hornet of the Week 
By HARRY CARAY 
Staff Writer 

Michael Kappler,K'lO 

Kappler, an occasional intramural 
soccer player, did absolutely nothing 
of note during the 2009 Fall Sports 
season. He did not score any goals nor 
catch any touchdowns, and generally 
did nothing to help Kalamazoo sports 
teams win, except for maybe show up at 
a football game or two. The MIAA has 
no idea who he is. However, the Index 
staff thinks he's a pretty cool guy. 
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MIA A Regulation Prohibits Weight 
Lifting for Football and Men's Soccer 
By HANK "MACHO-MAN" SCHWARZENEGGER 
Staff Writer 

Last Thursday, Nov. 19, the MIAA 
announced new regulations designed to 
equalize mter-league play in men's football 
and soccer: all weight lifting programs are 
to be discontinued. 

The move is designed to bring athletic 
focus back to skill rather than size. "We'd 
like to see some true sports talent on the 
field, rather than just using muscle to knock 
people over," said MIAA spokesperson 
Keith O'Flannery. 

The MIAA also hopes that the 
regulation will equalize play discrepancies 
between larger and smaller colleges, 
evening-out win totals across the league. 

All football and male soccer players 
will have to demonstrate flabby biceps and 
un-sculpted abs at the start of next season, 
when the rule takes effect. 

In a non-surprising turn of events, K 
male athletes were completely distraught. 

"What am I supposed to do now with every 
second of my free time?" said one soccer 
player, who wished to remain unnamed. 
"Now I have no excuse to flex in front of 
every reflective surface." 

Hoards of male athletes were found 
pining outside the windows of the Anderson 
Athletic Center, and several football players 
were caught lovingly caressing the weight 
lifting equipmelit early last week. 

Shirtless Brad Pitt and David Beckham 
posters hanging in the male locker rooms 
have been replaced by images of Jude Law, 
and 5:30 a.m. lifting times for football 
have been swapped for mandatory yoga 
and meditation sessions. 

"We think this will benefit our football 
program in the long run," commented 
Head Football Coach Greg Sandusky. 
"It certainly makes recruiting for a 
stereotypically 'nerd' school a lot easier." 
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