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Discussing 
Jewish 
identity 
JSOevent 
brings global 
issue to light 
By Phil Taylor 
Features Editor 


Exercises in being 
Jewish can make one 
weary, especially if you 
live in Germany. Prominent 
German Jewish writer 
Esther Dischereit says she 
puts away her "Jewishness" 
85 percent of the day, but 
can never seem to let go of 
it completely. 


VVednesday evening 
Dischereit spoke about the 
struggle to confront her 
Jewish identity in a speech 
titled "Exercises in Being 
Jewish," to an audience of 
around 80 students, faculty 
and community members 
at the Olmsted Room in 
Mandelle Hall. 


Dischereit's novels, 
poems and essays reflect 
her ambivalence towards 
Judaism, a theme widely 
shared among secular 
German Jewish writers 
today. In subtle, sober tones 
she read from some of her 
favorite poems and essays, 
sharing with the audience 
her difficulties as a minority 
in a country that has not 
forgotten the Holocaust. 


"I still can't kiss the 
Torah, I can only kiss my 
lover and child," she read 
from one of her poems. 


Dischereit, who is also 
an esteemed feminist writer 
in Germany, says she has 
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Photo/Kate Lutes 
A campus tradition: students chalked the quad Sunday night to show their support of Coming Out Week. 


OUT IS IN 
Campus chalks up for National Coming Out Week 
By Roger Garfield 
Executive Editor 


Chalk beamed off the 
sidewalks of the quadrangle 
Monday morning, and as 
students trekked across 
campus to their classes they 
had a few extra messages to 
digest. 


In a tradition that has 
become commonplace at 
K, Kaleidoscope - the 
college's lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and trans gender 
support organization 
- chalked the quad in 
celebration of National 
Coming Out VVeek . 


Nick Curwen K '07, a co
leadl"r of the organization, 
said as many as 25 people 
helped him chalk the 
quad Sunday evening. 
It 's something, he says, is 
empowering. 


"Just seeing people out 
there with the chalk, with 
a personal message .. . it 
might influence them." 


It all 
started on Oct. 
11, 19~7 , when 
500,000 people 
marched on 
VVashington, 
D.C., in an 
effort to raise 
awareness 
and give face 
to the LGBT 
movement. 
Ever since, the 
Human Rights Campaign 
has deemed every October 
II to be National Coming 
Out Day. 


"Coming out is a really 
big process," Curwen said . 
"It's not something that 
happens in aday. It's all about 
the individual and when 


they feel comfortable." 
VVith that in mind, 


Kaleidoscope sponsored a 
slew of events throughout 


the week, 
including a 
reading at 
Ravenwood 
Coffeehouse on 
Tuesday night, 
which was co
sponsored by 
the college's 
literary 
magazine, The 
Cauldron. 


Jeneil 
Bamberg K'07 kicked off 
the reading by revealing 
a journal entry she wrote 
during her freshman year - a 
time when she was confused 
about her sexuality. 


' 'I'm at a crossroads," 
she wrote then, "still not 
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Home, 
sweet home 
Rea lifts 
Hornets to fifth 
straight at 
Angell Field 
By Roger Garfield 
Executive Editor 


It was their first win 
of the season, but their fifth 
in a string of victories that 
have become extraordinary, 
enchanting and all but 
inevitable at home. 


After a 95-yard kickoff 
return, a ninth consecutive 
interception, four field goals, 
two overtimes and collective 
gasps galore, the Hornets, at 
long last, jumped together 
in the middle of the turf 
they have come to cherish, 
celebrating a 33-30 win over 
Tri-State Saturday at Angell 
Field. 


The superhero IS 


debatable. 
VVas it senior Chris 


Werme, who forced a Tri
State runner to fumble 
when he appeared destined 
for the end zone, had a 54-
yard fumble recovery, five 
tackles, a blocked kick, two 
pass breakups and tied an 
NCAA Division ill record 
with an interception in his 
ninth straight game? 


Or was it sophomore 
Jon Rea, who, afler missing 
a key field goal in a 
heartbreaking loss earlier this 
season, redeemed hirnseJfby 
connecting on four of five 
attempts - including a 47-
yarder to tie the game late in 
regulation and the eventual 
game-winner from 20 yards 
in the second overtime. 


The sidekicks packed a 
> > Victory: Page 2 
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KATE'S PEOPLE 
Name: William Sbacb, K'07 
Birthday: May 28, 1985 
Hometown: Brooklyn, 
Michigan 
Residence: House on Stu
art Ave. 
Studies: Political science 
major, cla~slcs concentrallon 
Classes: Senior Serrunar
political SCience, Homer 
and Greek Tragedy, SIP 
Activities: Cross country, 
Cbair of College Democrats 


K Plan: Spent six months in Rome, Italy. Writing SIP on 
democratic stability in the Roman Republic and the U.S. 
government 


Favorites: 
Sodexho entree: Corndogs 
Smell: Earthy, post-rain smell 
Texture: lust nature in general. It feels very real. 
Childhood toy: Omega Virus. a board game. 
Beatie: 10hn Lennon 
Font: Arial 
Article of clotbing: Running shorts 
Song: "Honkytonk Badonkadonk," by Trace Ad


kins 
Politician: lefferson 
Class at K: lennifer Einspahr's Democratic Theory 
Professor: Dan Lipson, political science 
Campus spot: The last hole of the frisbee golf 


course: from tbe chapel to the sign across the quad. 


If you were an animal cracker, wbat would you be 
and why? I'd be the donky. Because it's tbe given. 
Pretty self-explanatory. 
List three adjevtives your friends would use to de
scribe you: Punny, crazy/obsessive (because of the 
whole running thing). relaxed. 
List three adjectives you would use to describe your
self: Funny, ponderous, humble. At least I try 
What are your passions? Running. good conversation, 
music, running, politics, runmng. 
Wbat brougbt you to K? 1 wanted a small school 
where 1 could actually know most of the people I went 
to school with and see them on a regular baSIS, where I 
would really get to know my professors. Just something 
more personal 
What is the best thing you ha\'e learned at K outside 
of class'! Academics isn't what they teach here, it's time 
management. You can learn anywhere. But here you 
have so many things pulling at you all the lime that you 
learn how to handle the many things life throws at you. 
If )-'ou could cbange one thing about the world, what 
would it be and why? I would change the belief that 
people can't make a difference in the world anymore. 


--compiled by Kate Boehm, Execlllil'e Editor 


The Index On the Quad 


Artist captures quirks of farm life 
By Rebecca Aulph 
Staff Writer 


Elaine S. Wilson calls 
Breuninger's dairy farm in 


instructor," said Dr. Wilson, 
which means that she looks at 
the intensity and consideration 
of paintings. "Intensity and 
consideration is what makes 


While Dr. Wilson discussed 
her influences, she also touched 
on how she approaches a work 
ofart. 


"I'm interested in the 
Dexter, Mich., ,-----------, way things 


look," she said. 
"I drew a milk 
truck because it 
was shiny. I was 
painting on a farm 
for fi ve years 
before 1 could 
paint the cows. I 
thought painting 
black and white 
cows with black 
and white was 
corny." 


nothing terribly 
beautiful, but 
"endlessly 
interesting. " 


Dr. Wilson 
brought the 
intriguing ways 
of the farm to life 
with a series offarm 
work drawings and 
paintings, and until 
Oct. 27, the quirks 
of that farm will be 
on display at K. 


Dr. Wilson is 
a landscape painter 
andcurrentlyteacbes A student 


gallery in at Washtenaw 
Community College in Ann 
Arbor. She introduced berselfto 
the K community on Thursday, 
Oct. 5, during an LAC lecture in 
Dalton Recital Hall sbe called, 
"Some Thoughts on Space in 
Landscape Painting." 


"I'm not going to talk 
about my own work," said Dr. 
Wilson, "but every artist I'm 
going to talk about influenced 
me." 


"1 arn a painter and 


"We thought 
the presentation 
was interesting," 


views Dr. Elaine Wilson's artwork in the said Anne 


the Fine Arts Building last Thursday. Weir K'IO and 


good painting, so basically Elizabeth Pittman K'1O, "but 
you're only seeing good we thought that we were going 
paintings." to see some ofber artwork." 


Dr. Wilson taught Weir, Pittman and anyone 
the audience a lesson in else curious on taking a peek 
appreciating every aspect of a at Dr. Wilson's drawings and 
painting from a the work's real- paintings can head on down to 
life size versus its slide size the Fine Arts Building, where 
to the size of the spaces in the they're prominently featured in 
painting. the Light Fine Arts Gallery. 


"Don't be fooled by the Wilson's artwork can also 
shdes," she warned. "The slides be viewed on her website, 
are not paintings." elaineswilson.com. 


Victory: Team has history of wins at home 
From Front 
punch, too. 


1 unior quarterback Jordan 
Tallman played well, keeping 
drives alive with his scrambling 
ability he finished with 80 
yards on the ground and one 
rushing toucbdown and 
completing 26 of 50 passes for 
279 yards. 


His main target, senior 
Mike Leifeld, caught 11 balls for 
146 yards both career highs. 


Sophomore Shane Nolan 
gave the Hornets an early 
cushion, weaving in and out 
of Tri-State defenders on the 
opening kickoff and dashing 
95 yards for a touchdown. 


With each of their four 


wins from last season 
coming at home, there's 
no doubt the Hornets 
welcome wearing their 
black jerseys. But it isn't 
something they can take 
for granted. 


"We'd like to think 
we're building off 
momentum from last 
year," Werme said, "but 
you still have to go out 
and play the game." 


The Hornets hit the 
road again on Saturday, 
heading to play league
leader Hope in Holland. 
They return Oct. 21 for 
Homecoming versus 
Wisconsin-Lutberan. 


Photo/ Ron Leifeld 
The right foot of sophomore Jon 
Rea lifted the Hornets to a 33-
30 win over Tri-State Saturday. 
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JSO event: Speaker Discherit's' candid humor refreshing 
From Front 
problems accepting Orthodox Judaism 
because she doesn't want to give up 
her "Bourgeois freedoms." Her first 
reading selection, a poem titled "A Day 
or a Day," discussed her indecisions 
about attending synagogue, celebrating 
Jewish festivals and keeping kosher. 
The audience laughed when she 
revealed her secret love for sweet and 
sour pork in Frankfurt. 


"I still have time. I can still cook 
these matzo balls, if not this year, then 
next," she read. 


During a question and answer 
session following her speech, a student 
asked Dischereit why she chooses to 
write about her Jewishness. 


"It gives me a chance to write 
about things people can't talk about in 
public," she said. 


Her answer was revealing. 
Dischereit's writing challenges an 
unspoken taboo against publicly 
discussing Jewishness in Germany, a 


place she says still struggles with the 
remnants of its anti-Semitic past. 


"Anti-Semitism waxes and wanes 
in Germany still today. There is a big 
gap between public discussion and that 
which remains in the personal setting," 
she said. 


Kalan1azoo College Professor of 
Jewish Studies Jeffrey Haus says the 
tensions of discussing Jewishness are 
shared by American Jews as well. 


"Something people can take away 
from this speech is 'where do these 
taboos come from?'" he said during a 
reception following the speech. 


The frankness of Dischereit's 
speech made an impression on the 
Jewish members in the audience as 
well. 


"I grew up with anti-Semitism 
my whole life," said audience member 
Shannon Dion, of Portage Mich. after 
the speech. 


Dion says she struggled with her 
Jewish identity growing up around 


anti-Semitism in southern Indiana. 
She says "internal" anti-Semitism 
exists even between Jews of different 
ancestry, such as the Russian and Iraqi 
Jews she met in Israel. 


For other Jewish members of the 
audience, Dischereit's candid humor 
was refreshing. 


"It was nice to be on the inside 
of some of the jokes," Kalamazoo 
College senior and Jewish Student 
Organization member Jessica 
Tesoriero said. 


Dischereit's speech was anecdotal, 
metaphorical, and often abstract. It 
beckoned the audience to consider the 
confUSIOns and frustrations associated 
with being Jewish in post-World War 
II Germany. 


Professor David Barclay first 
saw Dischereit speak when she was 
the keynote speaker at a conference 
in Pittsburg earlier this year. He first 
suggested bringing Dischereit to speak 
at Kalamazoo College. 


Photo! Kelly 
Writer Esther Discherit spoke to K students 
last Wednesday evening about being Jewish 
in Germany today at a J50 sponsored event. 


"Her speech illustrates the 
irreducible complexity of the human 
condition," he said 


Out: Students show support at LGBT poetry reading 
From Front 
comfortable ... Do I really like her 
enough to do this?" 


After reading this to the 
crowd of SO or so K students 
who had gathered, Bamberg 
then recited a poem she wrote 
several weeks ago. Brimming 
with confidence, the poem 
recalled sexual encounters with 
women from around the world 
and, in the end, proclaimed, 
"Maybe we will become a 
melting pot anyway." 


Bamberg - who, in fact, 
named the reading "Lesbian 
Locution, Gay Grammar, Queer 
Questions" was tremendously 
open, and that willingness to 
share her experiences set the 
tone for the evening. 


her brother died of AIDS. She said 
he was someone who struggled with 
his gay identity. "Life's just too 


Keegan O'Connor K'06 opened 
some eyes and ears with a frank, 
open poem about his homosexuality. 


He imagined wrestling 
around in his motlier's womb, 
concluding: "I didn't want to 
come out straight." . 


Jessica Tesoriero K '07 
recited a poem of hers that 
explored what if feels like 
to love women. "If only a 
thousand question marks 
could capture my confusion," 
she read. 


Jesse Sampson K'07, 
in one of the more artful 
performances of the evening, 
talked about what it felt like 
to support homosexuality as 
an ally. 


Clif Ballard K'09 followed 
Bamberg with a piece by David 
Sedaris entitled, "A Million 
Bubbles." The work recalled 
Sedaris' father kicking him out 
of his house because he was gay. 
"It makes me really value the 
way my parents have reacted to 
me coming out," Ballard said. 


Photo! Kate Lutes 
The campus shows support for Coming Out Week by chalk
Ing the quad, hosting and attending poetry readings and 
other events and wearing every color of the rainbow. 


Sampson, who has a gay 
roommate, read passionately, 
comparing his support to 
the American jazz great 
Duke Ellington's musical 
partnership with gay pianist 
Billy Strayhorn - reading 
while the music of Ellington 
and Strayhorn echoed in 
the background, over the 


Lauren Trimble K'07 read a 
poem she wrote two years ago, after 


short to worry about that," she said 
of his struggle. 


loudspeaker. 
While every person to read had 


a different message, the underlying 
theme behind each piece supported 
the Kaleidoscope cause and it 
came from an array of people. 


"I think that's one ofthe beauties 
of this organization," Bamberg said. 
"Anyone can step up. Everyone can 
participate." 


As evidenced by Sampson's 
performance, the support from allies 
is important to the LGBT cause. 
Curwen calls it imperative. 


"People who may not 
necessarily be gay, lesbian or bi
sexual, they're taking it to the next 
level, fighting against homophobia 
and for political rights," Curwen 
said. "Kaleidoscope is open to 
everyone. " 


With that in mind, Curwen 
and the rest of Kaleidoscope are 
trying to broaden the reach of the 
organization this year. 


Most recently, they coordinated 
a partnership with Western 
Michigan University's LGBT group, 
OUTspoken. 


National Coming Out Week 
continue through Saturday. 
Supporters will be wearing green 
today, blue Friday, and violet on 
Saturday. 
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Welcome to K: New faculty join campus community (Part Two) 
By Jillian McLaughlin 
Staff Writer 


Dr. Jessica Parks, 
Psychology 


It has been a busy year for Dr. 
Jessica Parks. She earned her PhD 
from Kent State, got married, and 
moved back to Michigan to take a 
one-year teaching job at K. 


Parks teaches Cognition, 
General Psychology, and Psychology 
and Law. She holds a PhD in 
experimental psychology with a 
focus on cognition and eyewitness 
testimony. 


"(I think I bring) a new way 
of mtegrating psychology with 
an outside field which is the 
legal system," said Parks. She is 
considering gomg into private 
investigation if no permanent 
teaching position is available at the 
end of the year. 


"I went to a small liberal arts 
college compared to Kent State 
where no one knows one another on 
the sidewalk. 1 wanted to get back 
to a smaller college," she said of 
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why she came to K. She will apply 
to smaller schools if she decides to 
continue in academia. 


As for now, Parks is enjoying the 
experience of teaching at K. "I have 
been pleasantly surprised that. .. 
the students here really do want a 
challenge," she said. At Kent State, 
she often taught classes with 300-
400 students. One of these classes 
earned her the nickname "(:,J:asb:' 
"I was gi ving a lecture and In; ee: 
was caught in a wire in the wall and 
I felI flat on my face in of a couple 
hundred students, but 1 survi d It." 
she said, "All my colleagues calIed 
me Crash." 


Thus far, Parks has avoid J my 
similar incidents at K and is lao 109 
forward to the academic year ·Tm 
just really excited to be here," Parks 
said. 


Dr. Glenn Deutsch, 
English 


Dr. Glenn Deutsch can wear 
many hats. Deutsch has worked as a 
reporter, a managing editor of Men :s


Health, a public relations director, 
and an editor of the literary journal 
Third Coast among other jobs. Now 
he can add Kalamazoo ColIege 
professor t<1 his extensive resume. 


"(1 want to) continue to be 
a professor," Deutsch said. "The 
ultimate fun is starting to see 
students as individuals." 


Deutsch's specialties include 
Contemporary Fiction, Modern 
British Literature, and the British 
Renaissance. He received a PhD 
in English with a concentration 
in creative writing from Western 
Michigan University. 


One surprise Deutsch found 
since' arriving at K was the high 
level of the international students 
in his classes. "(The international 
students) are doing some of the best 
analytical work," said Deutsch with 
enthusiasm. Deutsch incorporates 
international authors into his 
reading courses because most of his 
students have or will study abroad. 
In Reading Autobiography, one of 
his falI classes, only one book is 
strictly U.S.-based. 


Deutsch teaches several reading 
courses at K: Reading the Novel 


and Reading the Short Story. His 
other class this fall is Contemporary 
Fiction, a course composed of 
American authors. 


To hear him speak about his 
students is to hear a man passionate 
about his work. "The general level 
of response papers is extraordinary," 
said Deutch. "There are people in 
my classroom who I can imagine 
work,ing in. a journalistic Q1' ill. 
business settmg and they ,,'1 Jld 
do well. J could see them as 
colleagues. " 


''I'm inspired by the students 
and I'm doing everything I can to 
make sure the feeling is mutual," he 
said. 


Professor Angela Erdman, 
German 


After monng to SIX different 
places in SIX years. Professor Angela 
E;dman arrives at K this year. 'T n 
very happy here,' Erdman smd. 
"We were supposed to move to 
Groton, CT. The reason why I'm 
realIy teaching at K is because we 
didn't move." 


Her travels take her back and 
forth between her native Germany 
and the United States. Erdman's 
husband is a research chemist for 
Pfizer and the numerous moves are 
due to his corporate transfers. "I 
have a family so my main job was to 
help everybody settle down (when 
we moved) and adjust to the new 
environment," said Erdman. 


Her daughter, Sarah, proves to 
be an interesting subject in Erdman's 
study of language acquisition, "Our 
daughter was five when she moved 
here and didn't know any English 
and she learned English very fast 
and forgot German. Then we moved 
back (to Germany) when she was in 
second grade and learned German 
again and she had no problem," 
Erdman said. 


Erdman teaches at Kalamazoo 
only for the fall quarter. She teaches 
German 201: Outsiders in Germany, 
The course is about people who are 
not originally from Germany living 
in Germany. 


"I hope that (the students) will 
benefit from a native speaker and 
that they will learn in every sense 


of the word from my being German 
- German perspective, German 
culture, German politics," she said. 


While Erdman will spend only 
ten weeks teaching at K, it has been 
a good experience thus far, "I realIy 
like the students. 1 like that they are 
motivated and w~nt to be challenged 
and I like the general attitude at the 
college. " 


ofessor Dennis Frost, 
Japanese 


J ofessor Dennis Frost holds a 
umque perspective this year- that 
of a pnfessor and as a student. ''I'm 
due to defend my dissertation in 
December actually. I'm working on 
that at the same time I'm teaching," 
Erost said. 


His specialty is Japanese 
hiStOl) and more specifically, sports 
In Japan. This academic year Frost 
teaches Modern Japan, Modern 
Chma, Introduction to East Asian 
Civilization, an upper-level course 
about sports in East Asia, and a First 
Year Seminar entitled: Who are the 
Samurai? There is one more upper
level course Frost will teach In the 
spring but he is uncertain what the 
subject matter will be. 


"I hope to get some people 
interested in East Asian history," 
Frost explains. "And I want to get 
people interested in sports in a 
different way. If I can get people 
to think why do we think this way? 
Why do we know so much about 
people who play sports?" 


One of Frost's main praises of 
K is the study abroad program. The 
program reminds him of his own 
experiences. "It's great to have so 
many students in your classes who 
will have that experience it actually 
made a big impact on my life," said 
Frost. "I got a Fulbright fellowship 
to go to Japan, There's nothing like 
getting $30,000 when you're twenty 
two and being told you don't realIy 
have to do anything with it except 
have fun," said Frost. 


Frost looks forward to the 
year and wishes to become more 
involved on campus. He added, 
"I am delighted to be here. I've 
been realIy impressed with the 
students," 
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Elbowfest: great music, community benefits, good times 
By TJ Kosinski 
Staff Writer 


6p.m. 


1. A.l c~aH;n-:::~ I joint. This Saturday, October 14th, 
brings the first annual music festival 
at Kalamazoo College, Elbowfest. 
Elbowfest is a festival which will 
feature musicians such as The T·Lo 
Effect, Matthew Shipp, and Maurice 
Brown with Soul'd U Out and 
includes a performance by Kalamazoo 
College's Monkapult Improv Comedy 
Group. 


More than putting on a show 
for the entire city, he also wanted to 
give back to the community. All of 
ElbowFest's proceeds will benefit 
service-learning within Woodward 
Elementary and Lincoln Middle 
School. 


The nigh t will also incl ude 
a performance by K improvers, 
Monkapult. They will act as the 
intermission between Matt Shipp and 
the closing act, Maurice Brown with 
Soul'd U Out. 


By Dr. Alan Hill 
Contributor: Counseling Center 


Amongst our best and 
brightest at K are our students 
with learning differences 
(LD), such as Attention Deficit 
(Hyperactivity) Disorder, 
dyslexia, or anxiety disorder. 
Despite these achievement-
compromising 
these students 


differences, 
have used 


compensatory strategies, such 
as intense tutoring, medication, 
technology or accommodations, 
and most of all, hard work, to 
aclueve at a high enough level to 
gain admission to our academy 
of high achievers. 


For example, some dyslexic 
students who could not decode 
words (match sounds with 
syllables) leamed to get around 
it by learning whole word 
reading, many times on their 
own. Instead of sounding out 
C-A-T, they looked at the whole 
word CAT and associated this 
perceptual configuration with 
their oral memory of CAT. These 
students, sometimes, went from 


Created by Garrett Felber, 
a senior at Kalamazoo College, 
ElbowFest is a broad community 
event in which its proceeds also 
benefit said community. Felber was 
one of the founders of the Music 
Performance Club and usually deals 
with small internal events. Felber got 
the idea for ElbowFest by wanting to 
create a group of performances that 
not only included the K community, 
but also the city of Kalamazoo. 


Garrett began by pooling his 
resources on campus, garnering help 
from StuComm, Student Devlopment, 
and The Institute for Service 
Learning. The event might also have 
community sponsors, but none have 
been confirmed at this point. 


Now, the music. The event will 
take pJace in the Dalton theatre 
and tickets are relatively cheap for 
students ($15 for a festival pass). The 
T-Lo Effect, a local Kalamazoo jam 
band, will kick the event off at 4p.m. 
Following their performance, Shipp 
will take the stage. Shipp is a world 
renowned avant garde pianist who 
worked and recorded throughout the 
1990s. He is scheduled to perform at 


The final performance of the 
festival will be a seven piece soul! 
hip-hop group, Soul'd U Out. This 
group is led by Maurice Brown, one 
of the young, bright stars of jazz. 
In 2001, he won the Miles Davis 
National Trumpet Competition and, 
soon thereafter, recorded his first 
album. Maurice continues to play 
with his own jazz quintet. Saturday 
night, however, hewill be performing 
with his new project, Soul'd U Out 
at 8p.m. 


The night promises to be filled 
with great music, community benefits, 
and good times. And with cheap ticket 
prices and a close location, how can a 
K student say no? 


Counseling Corner: Learning Differences at K 
the bottom to the top rung in 
reading speed. Some developed 
amazing listening skills for 
lectures or formed discussion 
groups so they wouldn't have to 
struggle with the textbook. Most 
took advantage of advances in 
technology and used recorded 
texts, spell checkers, voice 
recognition software and/or 
programmable calculators. 


Medication has been 
c;xtremely helpful to many 
students with AD(H)D. A senior 
with an ACT composite of 34 
was considered lazy, distracted 
and a marginal student. However, 
once this student was diagnosed 
with Attention Deficit Disorder 
and started taking a psycho 
stimulant, this student, by one 
professor's account, went from 
the bottom of his class to !tie 
top. Many bright women with 
ADD are not diagnosed until 
they get to K because teachers 
and parents think they have to 
see Hyperactivity and major 
underachievement to consider 
ADD as a diagnosis. 


Accommodations such as 


extra time on a test helps level 
the playing field for students 
with an LD and gives them a 
fair chance to show what they 
know. Research shows that 
extra time does not give LD 
students Il11 unfair advantage 
over others. Some students with 
a severe language disability hit 
a wall when they try to learn a 
foreign language and, if their 
effort results in continual failure, 
they may petition for 
an accommodation that 
allows for a change in 
the foreign language 
requirement. These 
students had been 
able to compensate 
for the language 
disability with regard 
to English, but the old 
problems surface with 
a vengeance when 
they try to learn a new 
language in an intensive 
classroom setting. 


The counseling 
center sponsors KDL 
(Kalamazoo college 
Learning Differences) 


a support group, founded by 
Dr. Cummings and a group 
of K students a little over 10 
years ago. KDL also advocates 
and works to educate the 
Kalamazoo College community 
about learning differences and 
help these hardworking and 
bright students navigate K.. This 
college demands new and unique 
strategies from our LD students. 
This quarter we will focus 


on gleaning knowledge from 
"Delivered from Distraction", 
a book written by Psychiatrist 
Edward Hallowell M.D., who is 
both dyslexic and ADD. Contact 
Dr. H if interested in KDL. 


Contact Dean Karen 
Joshua-Wathel, coordinator 
of disability services for 
accommodations, or contact 
Alan Hill to procure a relatively 
inexpensive LD assessment. 


THE PASSAGE 
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4 and Forever: Alum Bruce Johnson still running strong 
By Holly Catherine Gillis 
Staff Writer 


Wheri Bruce Johnson started at 
Kalamazoo College in 1972, running 
stores were not 
common retail 
shops, much less 
profitable endeavors. 
However, this 1976 
alum has made quite 
a name for himself, 
both in that business 
and in the business 
of giving back to 
the place where he 
achieved so many 
goals. 


His senior 


Kalamazoo College cross country and 
track coach noticed Johnson and recruited 
him to run for K. 


Something clicked for Johnson on 
the cold and rainy day he visited. He was 


attracted to the study 
abroad program and 
the opportunity to 
run competitively 
in college. During 
his time at K. he 
took full advantage 
of everything 
the liberal arts 
curriculum had to 
offer. 


While at K, 
Johnson ran on the 
1974 men's cross 


year of high school, 
Johnson was invited 
to a competition 
held at Western 


country team, the 


Bruce Johnson's, K'76, owns and operates last men's cross 


Gazelle Sports,located on the walking mall. country team to win 


Michigan University caJIed "Champions 
of Champions," a race composed of 


the best runners in Michigan. A former 


Voices from afar: 


a conference title, 
and studied abroad in Germany. Johnson 
also designed the disc golf course and 


started the first ultimate frisbee team at 


Reflections of juniors on study abroad 
Perth happens to be the most 


isolated city in the world. The largest 
city in Western Australia holds three
quarters of the state's 2 million 
people. There's not much but desert 
and the outback between here and 
Sydney, a full five-hour flight. It also 
happens to be a very clean and pristme 
area that carmot be captured fully in 
photographs. 


Living here for three months so 
far, 1 realize how much more laid
back and casual Australia is compared 
to the United States. The most jarring 
thing is that the city pretty much closes 
down at about 5 p.m. every day, aside 
from nightlife. You'd be hard-pressed 
to find any store like Meijer in Perth. 


In three months 1 have suffered 
from a l4-hour plane ride in eternal 
darkness, gone to an Aussie Rules 
Football game, surfed in the Indian 
Ocean, seen countless kangaroos 
and koalas, eaten kangaroo and emu, 
and ridden a camel in a torrential 
downpour. Not to mention I have 
gone on a wine tour, flown to a remote 
mining camp/town and I volunteer 


weekly with Aboriginal kids. 
I have yet to leave the west coast, 


but I hope to once classes get out in 
about three weeks. At that point, 1 will 
head on weeklong excursion to New 
Zealand, which should be wonderful. 
To top that, it's getting warmer here, 
as the seasons are reversed, and it was 
rarely below 50 degrees in the first 
place, even in the dead of winter. 


Obviously, there are things about 
Australia that don't exactly thrill 
me. The Internet at this school, for 
instance, is atrocious, but maybe I'm 
just a spoiled Amencan. The crows 
also sound like dying babies here, 
probably the first thing our whole 
group noticed when we got here. The 
worst thing is probably the general 
negative attitude to the Aboriginal 
population, which most of the country 
seem to follow. 


Overall, Australia has a lot of 
great thmgs going for it, and I'm 
lucky enough to be here to experience 
life outside of Michigan. At the same 
time, the distance and differences 
help me appreciate everything back 


K. 
In fact, according to Johnson, the 


first intercollegiate ultimate frisbee 
competition was held at Angell field in 
1974 between Kalamazoo College and 
Calvin College. His team even went to 
one of the first national competitions 
during his time at K, eaming him the 
nickname 'Frisbee' with his fellow K 
alums. 


After graduating with a Philosophy 
major in 1976, he soon began working at 
a running store in Ann Arbor called "The 
Athlete's Shop." He eventually worked 
his way up the management ladder and 
leamed everything he could about the 
business, eventuaJly opening the first 
Gazelle Sports here in Kalamazoo in 
1989. 


Gazelle Sports has been involved 
in the community since day one quite 
literally. On opening day of the first 
store, Johnson's business partner was 
volunteering at a race leaving Johnson to 
take care of the store. 


Johnson continues that tradition 


even now. Gazelle has helped support 
the Portage Invitational, one of the largest 
high school cross country invitationals in 
the Midwest, and he will be supporting the 
Fun Run during Homecoming weekend. 
Gazelle has also helped support the Girls 
on the Run program. 


Johnson believes that citizens "need 
to leam how to be physicaJIy active" 
and that being active is "another type of 
education." Johnson explained that even 
the most brilliant minds can only live so 
long without living a healthy life. 


Why go to a store like Gazelle's 
instead of going to the big chain store? 
Johnson and his business are customer
care driven. "Everyone serves the 
customer," Johnson says, "but not 
everyone cares and is involved in the 
community." 


Johnson says of giving back to K 
that he "wouldn't even be in this position 
if it weren't for K." It seems he believes 
that giving is as important as receiving. 
Hopefully, we will aJI have the ability and 


the generosity to follow in his footsteps. 


FllII""f1pn Magdzinski 
Junior Ted Magdzinski aboard a camel during a trek along Australia's Indian Ocean coast. 


at home even more, like my friends, 
my family, my dogs and yes, even 
Meijer. 


One final note: Bon Scott of AC/ 


DC grew up here, and he is buried 
here, as well. That makes Perth good 
enough for me. 


--Ted Magdzinski, K'OB. 
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Goin' solo in Kalamazoo: Saturday night at Tortilla Flats· 
By Kaitlyn Walter 
Staff Writer 


So last Tuesday my editor said 
"We're going to send someone, 
somewhere, to do something. And 
that's going to be you". Obviously, 
since I'm always up for an adventure, 
I agreed. I left the meeting to await her 
e-mail telling me where to go. 


By Thursday I got the e-mail to tell 
me to go to Tortilla Flats. Supposedly 
it's "The Hottest Nightclub in 
Kalamazoo" and I was going to see if 
it deserved that title. 


I decided to go on Saturday, 
assuming that it would be packed and I 
would go with a friend or two and just 
enjoy the dancing and company. 


Evidently 1 was wrong. On both 
counts. 


After getting dressed in a fun a 
white skirt and green tank top, I went 
to get my friend and house mate. But 
when I got to her room she told me 
she had other plans and wouldn't be 
going. 


N ow this is just devastating. 
Despite my seemingly outgoing and 
independent demeanor, I really dislike 
going places I've never been by myself. 
First off, I think it's just dangerous; 


what if I get lost? And second, in 
general Ijust don't like people. I don't 
do well with people I don't know. Oh 
well. Off I went to Tortilla Flats. 


Before I left I should've 
MapQuested it. I assumed I'd 
see the sign on the building 
as I drove by. Nope. I took 
West Main straight until I was 
about three minutes away from 
downtown. When I finally 
found a place to turn around 
and got back to Kalamazoo, the 
next step was to traverse the 
one-way roads. 


the security guy. He was dressed in 
a tight black tee and blue jeans. His 
name is Gary. Saturday was his second 
day working there. I then met Bridget, 
one of the bartenders who studies at 


distributor of the Jazz Lime shot. It 
has the highest content of caffeine and 
is sold by the shot to be put into any 
alcoholic or carbonated beverage. By 
the end of the night Gary had Bridget 


give me a glass of Sierra Mist 
with a shot in it. Hopefully it 
was because the night was so >
boring that the caffeine didn't 
have any effect. 


So evidently Tortilla Flats 
is not on West Main. It's on 
Portage ofJofWest Main. Then 
their sign isn't even readable. 
It's a metal sign, just like the 
Cavern's, and it's backlit by 


Upshots for Tortilla Flats 
are: No cover charge, it's 18 
and up (you'll only be carded 
if you order alcohol), there are 
two dance floors which play 
two different types of music 
(Saturday is salsa/hip-hop), the 
only dress code is "no baggy 
clothes", and they really try for 
a safe, upbeat atmosphere. 


Photo/ Kaitlyn Walter 
Saturday night at the hottest nightclub in Kalamazoo? 


Also, unlike most bars, it .. 
has really good ventilation. Sometime 
when you walk into a bar or club 
you're hit with a wall of smoke, but 
at Tortilla Flats the smoke actually. 
leaves . 


rope lights. Utterly pointless as a place 
marker if you don't know where the 
place is. 


By the time I found parking and 
walked the half block in the dark to 
the club I found it dark and empty. As 
I wandered inside I was met with a 
few people who seemed to be opening 
the place and looking really quite 
friendly. 


The first person to greet me was 


Western. The other bartender was a 
guy from France who's been traveling 
the world and has come to Kalamazoo 
because he knows Francois, the owner 
of Tortilla Flats and Francois. 


So "The Hottest Nightclub in 
Kalamazoo" received a grand total of 
approximately 20 people throughout 
the whole time I was there. 


Gary really wanted it to be 
known that Tortilla Flats is the only 


All in all, I'm going back next 
Saturday to see if there will be people . 
actually there. The lighting and music 
and company were all lovely. It was 
very laid back and let me just relax. I 
must admit, I had a great time. 


Low turnout at Goodwill Dance begs question: Ignorance or Apathy? 


By Alec Kempster 
Staff Writer 


Saturday night at the Quad 
Stop, the Senior Grad Committee 
sponsored the Goodwill Dance. 
Students were encouraged to 
wear attire purchased from thrift 
shops, and prizes were awarded 
to those individuals deemed 


Senior Grad 
Committee rep 
Norika Kida said 
the idea for the 
event came from a 
survey conducted 
last spring which 
asked students 
which types of 
campus events they 
would like to see. 
Despite a student 
body request for 


Illustration! Anneka Goss more dances, the 


cheapest\worst dressed. 
Themed dances such as 


Monte Carlo and Crystal Ball 
have long been popular social 
events on K's campus, yet the 
Goodwill event generated little 
to no interest. Senior Grad 
Committee Representative 
Dorian Jones thought the dance 
drew, at its peak. 25 people. 


Goodwill Dance 
unfortunately failed to draw a 
substantial crowd. 


This then begs the question. 
what is the difference between 
this event and others like it which 
have proved to be popular year 
after year? I would suggest that 
the poor showing of students 
this Saturday can partially be 
attributed to a general lack of 


knowledge of the event. Even 
though the dance was hosted by 
the Senior Grad Committee and 
all proceeds were to go towards 
the Senior Soiree, many of the 
seniors 1 talked to had no idea a 
dance was scheduled. 


Even if events like the 
Goodwill Dance are 
student inspired, they 
will never be a success 
if the proper amount 
of excitement is not 
generated beforehand. 
Both Monte Carlo and 
Crystal Ball have a 
longstanding tradition at 
Kalamazoo College, and 
so little effort is necessary 
to spark interest among 
students. I f smaller 
events such as the 
Goodwill Dance are ever 
going to be successful. 
new methods are going 


to have to be employed to obtain 
the student body's attention. 


The next dance planned by 
the Senior Grad Committee is a 
formal during the winter quarter. 
Here's hoping it will prove to be 
more popular among students 
than the Goodwill Dance. 


IIlustration/ Caleb Waldron 


.. 
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Tigers win: A celebration long overdue, well worth it 
By Mike Leifeld and Roger Garfield 
Editorial Staff 


It was the celebration to end all 
celebrations, and it will be a long time 
before Detroit Tigers fans will forget it. 


Ingrained in our memories will 
be images of the Tigers spraying 
champagne in fan,s' gapmg mouths, 
Craig Monroe and Marcus Thames 
hugging it out, and skipper Jim 
Leyland being hauled off the field on 
his players' shoulders. 


Bonderman. It got clutch, timely hitting 
from the guys who' ve been doing it all 
year long. And it revived a city much 
in need of a reason to smile. 


All summer long, Detroiters 
confided in the Tigers, escapmg to 
them through the games at Comerica 
or the telecasts on Fox Sports Net. The 
Tigers were the toy in the city's cereal 
box of melancholy - fueled by the 
imploding automotive industry. The 
Tigers brought smiles to otherwise 
gioomy days. 


d 'oeuvres. 
But Detroit sure 


deserved it. After 19 
years of futility, who 
knows when you' ll get to 
dance again. 


And who can forget Kenny 
Rogers, the man who got the party 
started, standing on a dugout and 
pouring champagne on a po-po's 
head? 


So how long can it last? Despite 
Detroit's impressive showing against 
the Yanks, many of the prognosticators 
are hating, saying that the Tigs have 
hit their peak, and all their celebrating 
was for naught. 


Now the task at hand 
is Oakland. The scrappy 
A's thoroughly romped 
the division-winning 
Minnesota Twins in the 
first round, and they 
had the best second-half 
record in baseball, at 48-
26. So they are sure to 
give Detroit some trouble 
in theALCS. 


But in D-Town, 
the Tigers faithful still 
like their chances. A 
hot starting rotation and 
one of the best buJlpens, 


Photo/ Detroit Free Press 
Tigers Joel Zumaya (right) and Craig Monroe pop some mad 
bubbly in celebration ofDetroit'sseries-ciinching 8-3 win Sat
urday overthe NewYorkYankees. The Tigers began their Ameri
can League Championship Series with Oakland Tuesday night. 


Yes, it all went down Saturday at 
Comerica Park after the Tigers' 8-3 
win, a whooping of the hated Yankees 
- whose payroll is nearly $120 
million more than the Tigers - 3-1 
in the American League Divisional 
Series. 


So why not party like rock stars? 
In their first playoff appearance in 


19 years, Detroit fed off gutsy pitching 
performances from starters Justin 
Verlander, Kenny Rogers and Jeremy 


Indeed, it was a celebration 
uncharacteristic of an ALDS win. 
When the St. Louis Cardinals advanced 
in their National League series Sunday 
night, they had some champagne 
waiting for them, but they didn't party 
on into the wee hours of the morning 
with their fans . They stood around, 
rather calmly, and opened them as 
though it was a polite dinner party 
and they were in need of some hors 


which includes fireballer Joel "Zoom 
Zoom" Zumaya, is feared around 
the league. And a starting lineup that 
includes a lot of pop - six players 
with at least 19 homeruns and future 
Hall-of-Famer Pudge Rodriguez -
can't be overlooked. 


and putting off your homework to 
celebrate with the Tigs, be prepared 
to watch some must-see-TV -
Zumaya double-fisting champagne 
bottles, Jason Grilli putting the "beer 
goggles" back on (fully equipped with 
windshield wipers) and maybe even a 
trip to the World Series. 


Sports in brief: 
Hornets buzzing into MIAA play 
Index Staff Reports 
Men's Soccer 


The men's soccer team 
played three games in the last 
week, winning two and losing 
one. 


On Wednesday, Oct. 4, they 
defeated Alma 4-0 with two 
goals from Brett Bullard and a 
shutout by Josh Walhstrom. 


Bullard eamed MIAA 
Offensive Player of the Week 
honors for his role in the win 
and now leads the league in 
goals. 


He continued the 
outstanding play on Tuesday, 
scoring a game-winning goal in 
overtime to beat Tri-State, 2-1. 


With just 29 seconds left 
in regulatIOn Scott MacDonald 
knocked in a pass from Rob 


Linden to send the game into 
overtime. 


The Hornets didn't fare 
so well on Saturday though, 
as they dropped a 3-1 match to 
Calvin. 


The week brings K to 4-3 
in the MIAA and 6-7 overall. 
They play at home against 
Adrian on Saturday. 


Women's Soccer 
The women's soccer team 


trampled Franklin, 5-0 on 
Thursday, Oct. 5. 


Kelly Lepper scored twice 
while Amy Draybuck, A1iza 
Caplan and Paige Howell 
chipped in a goal apiece. 


Kassie Johnston was 
recognized for her shutout 
efforts at goalkeeper as she 
received MIAA Defensive 


So when you're skipping class 


Player of the Week honors. The 
shutout was her fourth of the 
season. 


Golf 
The men's golf team 


finished seventh at the MIAA 
jamboree hosted by Hope on 
Thursday, Oct. 5. 


Ryan Nicholson and Justin 
Wamer led the team with 79's. 


The women's golf team 
finished seventh at the Siena 
Heights Invitational on 
Saturday. 


Volleyball 
Tuesday the Hornets fell to 


7-12 overall, 3-7 in the MIAA 
in a 3-0 loss to Hope. 


Bridgett Blough had 7 
kills and Megan Korc had 19 
assists. 


The Hornets lost 3-0 to 
Alma on Saturday. 


Bridgett Blough led K 
with 10 kills and Megan Korc 
had 21 assists. 
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New study explores effects of "Pioneers" statue 
Katie Prout 
Staff Writer 


In a survey conducted during November and 
December 2005, 135 Kalamazoo Public School students 
were asked to respond to a local controversy regaroing 
race and power. The results have added to intense com
munity dialogue about the power of racism and art. 


TIle survey, entitled "Impact of Statue Image on 
Youth: A Cause for Hope; A Cause for Concern," focuses 
on two questions about a statue in the Bronson Park 
Fowltain. Named '''The FOW1tain of Pioneers," the statue 
depicts a Pottawatomi man kneeling before a white settler 
with a raised club. 


For the fIrst survey, the students were given no infor
mation about the statue and its history and controversy. 
They were shown an in1age of the statue and asked which 
figure they would rather be, and why. Fifty-five percent 
of the students surveyed chose to be the white man, for 
various reasons. One elementary school student chose the 
white statue over the Native American because his height 
made hin1 appear "mighty." To a high school student, the 
appeal was sin1ilar. 


"[TIle statue of the white man] is taller and more 
powerful and more dominant-looking. The other figure 


looks less important, like it is following or serving," the 
student said. 


Seventy-three percent of the respondents were racial 
minorities, including· Latino and Latina and African
American. To Dr. Jeanne Baraka-Love, president and 
CEO of Ujima Enterprise, and conductor of the survey, 
the fact that students chose to be the taller statue over the 
smaller reflects a social problem where the idea that "big
ger" is "better" is enforced. 


"Clearly, we make decisions on people based on their 
physical appearance," she said. 


The students were then given more back-story about 
how the Pottawatomi tribe was forced off Kalamazoo 
land and relocated to Kansas; then the second survey was 
conducted. Sixty-fIve percent of the students switched 
their answers from choosing to be the tall white man to 
preferring the kneeling Native American. The students, 
said Baraka-Love, had an emotional and moral reaction 
to what they saw, indicating that they were not without 
empathy. Many also reacted based on their own ethnic 
backgroW1ds. For some, their motivation was based on a 
combination of factors. 


Continued on page 3. 


HRC chooses not to LEED 
Aaron Aupperlee 


News Editor 


On Friday, May 26, the Hicks Renovation Committee 
released its latest recommendations to the president concern
ing student organization spaces, faculty and staff spaces and 
LEED certifIcation to the student body. 


Letters appeared in student mailboxes informing stu
dents that single-purpose spaces would be confined to 
WJMD, student publications and the Student Conunission. 
All other student organization spaces and storage will be 
shared by all organizations. Also, the letter stipulated that the 
HRC recommended that no single-purpose space be designa
tion for the faculty andlor staff. Finally, the letter disclosed 
the HRC's recommendation against LEED silver certifica
tion for the building. 


The LEED, Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design, certifIcation process docwnents a building's sustain
ability and provides a guarantee that certain environmental 
guidelines have been met. According to HRC members, sus
tainability has been a major issue in the renovation of Hicks. 
In the recent Hicks renovation survey, 67 percent of students, 
with a margin of error of plus or minus 4 percent, said that 


Continued on page 9. 


Recent crime unusual for campus Student Organizations to receive less funding 
Chelsea Phelps 


Staff Writer 


On Sunday May 14 and Saturday 
May 20, students were attacked in 
separate parts of upper campus. The 
second incident involved a handgun, 
though no one was seriously injured. 


Both attacks occurred in the early 
evening or late at night. 


According to Assistant Director 
of Security Gail Simpson, this type of 
activity is unusual for K College. 


"It is an unusual situation because 
of where the borders are," said Simpson. 
"The crimes come in spurts. One year 
there will be activity in the Markin and 
Facilities Management area and the 
next year there will be nothing. This 
year it worked up into campus and we 
aren't sure why." 


According to Simpson, only two 
attacks were reported to security at the 
college, though she had heard of two 
happening off campus. It was Simpson's 
understanding that the suspect with the 
handgun had been apprehended by the 
Kalamazoo PublIc Safety Department 
in the two arrests that were made fol-


lowing the attack. 
Students can take the extra pre


caution of calling for a security escort, 
though Simpson acknowledges that 
there could be a wait, due to the fact 
that the security department is short 
handed. 


"Last year I worked alone from 
four until midnight," said Simpson. 
"If I got six or seven calls to unlock 
buildings, there were people wait
ing." 


Simpson believes that hiring more 
people and better lighting on campus 
would deter this kind of activity in 
the future. 


Simpson also reminds students to 
never walk alone, but if they must, to 
call security; you may have to wait 
but security can walk you or drive you 
to your destination on campus. 


With the latest attack involving 
firearms, Simpson says if in that 
situation, give the attacker what they 
want and try not to make them mad. 
The only thing that you can do is to 
get the best description possible to 
give to the authorities. 


Aaron Aupperlee 
News E~itor 


Aaron Ries, the 
Commission finance 
informed The Index last 


Student 
director, 


week that 
the President's office had decided to 
cap monies allocated to student orga
nizations at $70,000. Ries, K'06, said 
the cap is about $4,000 less than this 
year's budget. 


The president confirmed this infor
mation. In a statement to The Index, 
President Wilson-Oyelaran wrote 
that she informed David Council, 


StuComm president, that additional 
funds would not be added to the stu
dent organization budget. 


"Instead, the approximately $2,100 
that might have been added will be 
placed in the Student Activities bud
get in the Student Development area," 
wrote Wilson-Oyelaran. "The decision 
is based on a careful review of the bud
get in student development." 


This decision comes after numerous 
struggles within Student Commission 


Continued on page 9. 


Days until graduation 


Seniors: 1 0 First-years: 1 0 9 9 
Feels like ... 
"Living in a vice" 
"We're almost 
there" 


Feels like ... 
"I don't want to think 
about that right 
now" 
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The V.I.P. List 
Name: 
Steve Christopher, 
K'06 
Birth date: 
June 19, 1983 
Studies at K: 
Psychology 


Activities at K: 
Steve spends lots of 
time in the fine arts 
building setting up 
art galleries. In his 
spare time he goes 
to local bars, espe-
cially ones with a good martini, Zazio's comes to 
mind. 


Study Abroad Site: London, UK - Goldsmith's 
College 


A Typical Day on Study Abroad: On days with
out class, Steve got up late and met up with his 
flat mate to cruise the town. They usually went to 
Harrods or Harvey Nichols and to a local hotspot 
for some drinks. Steve only had class on one day 
per week, requiring him to wake up at 10 a.m. 
He'd sit in lecture for an hour or so and go to the 
Goldsmith's pub or Lester's Square afterward. In 
the evenings. Steve went to the pubs or discos 
- he was well connected through the school and 
always had his name on the guest list. 


ICRP Topic and Activities: Goldsmith's is on 
the quarter system as well, so Steve didn't have 
to do an lCRP. However, his favorite class was 
Anomalistic Psychology. It was a paranormal psy
chology class that discussed ghosts and vampires. 
The most enlightening thing he realized was that 
everything is explainable with physics or psychol
ogy. 


Some Unique Things About Your London 
Experience: Steve says that London is a fairly 
integrated city many of the people our age are 
dual nationality or mixed race. Steve says, "It's 
a place where everyone can be and have their 
own place." You can get anything in London, 
for example, there is a Canada Shop that turns a 
North American impulse buy rack into a 3 pound 
per item thoroughfare. Steve really enjoyed being 
in a British social atmosphere because the people 
were very low key. 


What You'd Tell Someone Going to London 
Next Fall: "Ignore anyone from Virginia, make 
good friends with British people and be prepared 
to spend lots of money." Steve also recommends 
to always have a cup of tea or a pint of beer, 
regardless of what you have to do that day 


--Compiled by Joel Haas K'06 


Letter from the Editor . 
Students, Faculty and Staff: 


Thank you for your readership, your support and 
you criticism throughout the year. It has been my plea
sure to provide you with a weekly publication through
out this year. Coming in, my goal was to improve the 
quality of information you receive from The Index and 
in the process build faith in this newspaper. While I still 
believe The Index has much room for improvement, 
I believe this year constituted some of the first steps 
toward building a better student newspaper. 


I see some of those manifested in the number of let
ters we received throughout this quarter. On pages six, 
seven anp eight of this issue you will find 16 ''Letters to 
the Editor" expressing disappointment over the recom
mendation against LEED certification. Consistent with 
our letters policy throughout the school year, The Index 
chose to publish all 16 of these letters. 


Personally I am immensely disappointed with the 
Hicks Renovation Committee's decision to recommend 
against LEED certification of the renovated Hicks 
Center, too. Students have raised their voices repeatedly 
in support ofLEED - in the renovation survey, through 
a petition, in open renovation forums, and through indi
vidual letters to administrators - and yet those voices 
have gone entirely unheeded. 


The difference between LEED certification and 
simply building a relatively green building boils down 
to a change in attitude versus a change in annual energy 
used. By dedicating the monetary resources needed to 


attam LEED certi fication the college would commit 
to an overall philosophy of sustainability. By commit
ting to LEED, the college would be encouraging a new 
approach to interacting with our environment. It would 
hold us accountable to more than the projected renova
tion budget. 


I hope the voices in these pages give the adminis
tration a moment of pause; if the renovated Hicks will 
be the "Heart and Hearth" of the college, then it should 
embody what" students actually believe in. I hope when 
the administration makes its final decision regarding 
LEED, their decision reflects the college's conscious 
rather than its pocketbook. 


Next year, The Index will be guided by Kate 
Boehm, Roger Garfield and Chelsea Phelps. After work
ing with the three of them throughout the year, I believe 
they will do an excellent job as the editorial staff. I hope 
you give them the same opportunity to earn your respect 
as you did me. 


Lastly, I want to thank the staff of this year's paper 
for their countless hours of work and dedi.:ation to the 
paper. I am impressed by tl1eir growth as writers and 
reporters, and I am incredibly thankful to have the 
opportunity to work with them throughout the year. 


Please enjoy our last edition of the 2005-2006 year. 
Thanks for reading. 


Sincerely, 
David Nachtweih 
Editor-in-Chief 


The Other: knowing the nature of your twin 
Elizabeth Porter 


Staff Writer 


Deep in the lower floors of Dow Science Building 
lurks mysterious and at best indecipherable equipment, 
capable of great scientific feats. In the past few months 
however, K biology students have used the equipment 
to shed light on a scientific mystery close to home. 


Meagan and Elizabeth Hall, K '08, were raised 
as twins. However, they have never actually known 
whether or .not they are fraternal or identical. 


"People would always ask if we were identical or 
fraternal and we would always have to tell them that we 
didn't know," said Elizabeth. The confusion stems from 
the C-section that their mother had. Doctors did not 
know whether or not there were two placentas or one, a 
typical indicator of whether or not the individuals grew 
from the same egg. 


Recently however, the opportunity to have their 
DNA sequences, presented as an idea for a class proj
ect, has presented itself to the twins. The information 
they could gain from the DNA sequencing would 
answer the long enduring question. The students work
ing on the project, carefully supervised and instructed 
by biology professor Dr. James Langeland, are excited 
to utilize the equipment in Dow. 


"We have our own gene sequencers in Dow!" said 
Sarah Beloglavec, K '07, one of the students working 
on the project. 


Beloglavec, along with biology major Mike Glista, 
K '06, are two of the students working on the project. 
They first began their work at the end of winter quarter. 


To begin, cheek cells were obtained separately from 
both Meagan and Elizabeth and were then purified. 
They have yet to be amplified and the loci, the loca
tions of specific genes, have yet to I?e mapped. If the 
loci match up, it is probable that the DNA (rom the 
twins is the same, indicating that they are identical. 


However, there are some reasons to doubt whether 
or not they are share the same DNA. Elizabeth has 
detached earlobes and a widow's peak, unlike her sis
ter. Their friends also tell them that they have different 
facial expressions. 


Beloglavec admits that the process can be frus
trating. After their first attempt to obtain an accept
able sample of DNA failed last quarter, Glista and 
Beloglavec had to begin the process again. 


"The DNA purification didn't go well," said 
Beloglavec. It is also difficult to make sure that the 
samples are not contaminated. It would even be easy 
to accidentally contaminate the samples with their own 
DNA. 


The twins, who live together, take all the same 
classes and who will both be going to Japan next year, 
feel that the results will not change their close relation
ship. "We're so similar as it is, it doesn't really matter 
if we're identical or not," said Elizabeth. 


"( think it's very interesting. It's people we 
know. It's very pertinent to our community," adds 
Beloglavic. 


For now, the hyins are satisfied with not knowing 
for the short term. "We should know by the end of next 
week," said Meagan. 
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StuC~mm president and fmancial director look back on the year 
Aaron Aupperlee 


News Editor 


As this year comes to an end, so do the tenures of 
Student Commission President David Council, K'06, and 
Financial Director Aaron Ries, K'06. Both Council and Ries 
have served Kalamazoo College as Student Commission 
members, holding various positions of leadership. During 
their final year, they oversaw moves toward internal respon
sibility and fiscal consistency. Praised and despised through
out the year, they sat down for one last interview. 


committee, campus life committee. 1 feel we've got four 
very strong students serving on the community council. The 
structure of the college changed a little bit and that's not by 
my doing, it was the new president but 1 spoke with her at 
great length many tinles about the need to stop the closed 
door type of 19th century campus planning and really open 
up the process and make it transparent and put student voices 
on it because students are the most important constituency. 
They are the consumer. 


really see that. There was a lot more energy and a lot more 
delegation of responsibility than you had in years past. I 
think it really enabled us to be effective and for me, that was 
the most rewarding part. 


Council: This college, in three years, is in for a great 
commission. We had prinlarily first-years, because interest 
had slowly waned, because of, in my opinion, not as strong 


Index: What sort of expectations did the two of you 
have when you began the year? 


Index: What was the hardest decision you had to make 
during the year? 


Continued on page 4. 


Council: From my perspective, in terms of expecta
tions, 1 had pretty high expectations for my self With a new 
president coming in and lots of new energy at the school, a 
feeling of progress and transition, my main goals were to 
empower student voice and to get m~re students speaking 
more often about things that matter to them. I thought with 
the new president there would be a real opportunity to do 
some of those things. 


Council: There are two for me. Supporting Aaron's 
[Ries] decision to move toward fiscal consistency was a 
challenge. It was something that we had talked about last 
year and decided, with administrative support, that we were 
going to move forward with it. And meeting the strong 
opposition head-on and understanding as a team that we 
were doing the right thing and that we were being consistent 
was one of the hardest things because we were very unpopu
lar for a few weeks there. 


Prep for the last paper
and-pencil MeAT with a 


free Science Review! 
Ries: I would say my main goal from the onset was 


much more related to the student commission's financial 
situation. I really wanted to change the way that we allocated 
money a little bit, to make it a little more consistent, to be a 
little more equitable to all organizations in ternIS of opportu-


Ries: It got to a point where faculty members were pub
licly criticizing us by name, in their class or at Ravenwood. -
That was certainly the hardest decision. 


Council: In retrospect, it is a decision 1 would make 
every time. 


Prep now for the August ~xam, and get MeAT 
Science Review-an intensive, online review of every 


tested science concept-for free (a $499 valueW 


nity, not necessarily in terms of result. . Ries: 1 would definitely make it over it again. 
Enroll by May 31st! 


Index: Looking back after a year, do you two think you 
have achieved those expectations? 


Index: Besides the fiscal consistency issue, what was 
the most rewarding decision you made? 


HIGHER MeAT SCORE GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK.T 


Council: Yeall, 1 defmitely think so. I think all the 
things I mentioned have come to be or started to come to be. 
We have three powerful student voices on the strategic plan
ning committee, powerful voices on the education policy 


Ries: Internally there was a decision made by both 
David (Council] and I, mostly David, to get the commission 
more empowered on an individual member basis. Things 
were run a little different internally and the campus doesn't 
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Current cafeteria in a to-go box 
Aaron Aupperlee 


News Editor 


During an open Hicks renovation 
meeting on Tuesday, Mark Levine, lead 
project designer at Tower Pinkster Titus 
Associates (TPTA), presented students, 
faculty and staff with a flfst glinlpse of 
some of the changes coming to a Hicks 
Center near you. . 


TPTA, the design firm selected to 
renovate Hicks, has worked with the 
Hicks Renovation Committee to devel
op a floor plan that is radically different 
from the current Hicks. According to 
Levine, the final decisions centered on 
creating a building not of studying but 
one of relationships, activities, noise 
and music. 


The current President's Lounge 
will become a cm6 area, said Levine, 
serving a limited menu, similar to the 
Quad Stop, with a glass conservatory 
extending over the patio. The student 
development offices will be trans
formed into a health and counseling 
center. Lounges, social spaces, a copy 
center and a multi-purpose room will 
also dot the new I-licks. 


The largest change concerns break
fast, lunch, lunch plus and dinner. When 
the new Hicks opens, students will dine 
on the other side of the lobby in the Old 
Wells banquet hall. Accompanied by 
a new kitchen facility, Levine told the 
audience to expect a completely new 
eating experience; however, he cannot 
promise better food. "TIIat's not what 
we're here to do," he said. 


With the cafeteria move comes 
more shake-ups. The current cafeteria 
space will be used for student organiza
tion space. With its prominent position 
on campus and surplus of windows, 
Levine said, "Really, the conclusion was 
that the space belongs to the students." 
The bookstore, which moves to the 
entrance, will be replaced by a banquet 
hall. The radio station, once confined 
to the catacombs of Hicks, will join the 
bookstore front and center. 


Dean of Students Vaughn 
Maatman, chair of the Hicks Renovation 
Committee, confirmed the plans for the 
new Hicks. He said, "This is the plan 
we'll take to the Board of Trustees next 
week." 


New stu4J;iStatue's impact gauged 
Continued from page 1. 


"I am not like the white man," said one 
elementary school student. ''I am not white 
and I'm not that wicked to make someone 
bow down to me." 


Baraka-Love found the age group most 
likely to switch fell into the elementary 
school age category - 7S percent chose 
the Native American. However, she was 
disturbed by the choices made by the older 
students, with only 49 percent choosing the 
Native American. 


"Those in high school had already 
hardened," Baraka-Love said. "Their atti
tude was lacking compassion." 


She attributed this to the concept of 
power. While many of the students respond
ed sensitively to what they saw as injustice, 
Baraka-Love found that the students wanted 
to be in the more powerful position, reflect
ed in the physical posture of the white man, 
and perhaps assumptions about his race. The 
posture of the Native American, Baraka
Love said, is a humiliating one, and students 
don't want to be pushed around. 


"I would rather have the power than 
being the one being pushed around," said 
one high school student. 


"(S]ubmitting to other people is not the 


American way, we are always in control," 
said another high school student. 


While he had no comment on the sur
vey itself, City Manager Kenneth P. Collard 
said that a group of stakeholders in the fate 
of the statue, including representatives from 
the city, the county, and the tribe, have met· 
to discuss possible future actions. The cur
rent situation is unacceptable, Collard said, 
naming two key issues that needed further 
research. 


"First, the fountain in the park is not 
tenable in the park. Second, to destroy 
the statue would create its own problems," 
Collard said. 


Baraka-Love said that there is nothing 
further she can do with what she has gath
ered from the survey. By sending out a press 
release, she hoped to further encourage dif
ficult dialogue about the history of the city 
of Kalamazoo and what inlplications it has 
for today. Baraka-Love said that the statue 
was symbolic of an ethnocentric mindset she 
found widespread in the attitude of present 
society. People, she said, do not have a clear 
understanding of what the statue represents. 


"Our generation has to demonstrate 
that we are something different. We have to 
move to enlightenment," Baraka-Love said. 
"We have to tell the truth about history." 
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Chapel Chat: Torrie answers your finals week questions 


Since lorrie wrote her article for 
The Index a month ago, she has been 
inundated with questions. I told her 
she could use this column to answer 
some of them. 


Dear Torrie, the chapel dog, 
1 have got so much to do in the 


next week I think I'm going nuts. My 
mom tells me I need to finish one 
project at a time, but I'm afraid I'll 
end up flunking a class. What do you 
suggest? Stressed in Severn 


Dear Stressed, 
Find a sunny spot, circle three 


times and flop down. 
Torrie 


Dear Torrie, 
My roommate and [ are arguing 


all the time at the moment. She says 
she needs her music on loud to con
centrate and that means I can't think. 
I'm getting really mad. 


Hot under the collar in Hoben 


Dear Hot under the coUar, 
Do not bite her head off. 1 suggest 


you take some time to rub each other's 
ears. Another idea: Dog biscuits always 
make me feel better. They may work 
for you two. Keep wagging! 


Torrie 


Dear Torrie, 
I'm feeling nervous about going 


abroad next year. How should I handle 
these feelings? 


Trembling in Trowbridge 


Dear Trembling, 
Find a sunny spot, circle three 


times and flop down. 
Torrie 


Dear Torrie, 
I used to feel really smart, but I've 


gotten a few Cs this quarter and so I'm 
beginning to feel dumb. Any ideas? 


Doubting in DeWaters 
Dear Doubting, 


[ can relate. I heard my mom say 
the other day that she thinks I'm not the 


sharpest crayon in the box. (I walked off 
a dock since I hadn't noticed that water 
was different from boards.) But the way 
[ see it, there are plenty of smart types 
around here, and being smart isn't as 
important as being loving. If you come 
visit me, I'll lick your face to remind 
you of what really matters. 


Torrie 


Dear Torrie, 
I have no idea what. I'm doing 


after graduation. We finish so late that 
I don't think I'll even find a summer 
job. When I stop to think about it I feel 
completely overwhelmed. What shall 
I do? 


Wacked Out on Woodward 


Dear Wacked Out, 
Find a sunny spot, circle three 


times and flop down. 
Torrie 


Dear Torrie, 
Students don't seem to realize that 


when they turn in their papers with a 


~.-


sigh of relief, they give us faculty 
members more work to do. What 
shall I do with all these papers? 


A frazzled faculty member 


Dear Frazzled, 
Dogs have long been blamed by 


students for .eating their homework. 
I suggest you invite me over and I'll 
chew my way through those papers, 
and you can tell THEM that the dog 
ate their homework. Let me know 
what time works for YOll. 


Torrie 
P.S. I like peanut butter. 


Dear Torrie, 
So I registered for next fall, but 


now I think maybe I should change 
my major. Should I do that now or 
wait? 


Crisis-stri~ken in Crissy 


Dear Crisis-stricken, 
Find a sunny spot, circle three 


times and flop down. 
Torrie 


Looking back/Council and Ries reflect on their tenure as StuComm's leaders 
Continued from page 1. 


of leadership as there could have been in my 
post, at least not internally. I saw it as my 
responsibility to empower the group I had 
the most influence over, in this case, people 
who had not been privy to those previous 
administrations and give them an example 
or benchmark that they could strive for. 


Index: What has your experience in 
StuComm taught you? 


Council: This job has taught me some
thing that is so invaluable to me as a person. 
I have the thickest skin now. People can 
come up to my face and say the meanest 
things to me and I just brush it off, espe-


Editor in Chief Layout Editor 


cially, if I believe myself to be in the right. 
I've leamed how to be introspective and care 
more about what I am doing versus what 
people think I am doing. 


Ries: The interaction with student orga
nization leaders has taught me a lot. There 
are so many different interests and so many 
different personalities that I have had to 
learn to work with even when I vehemently 
disagree Witll them, even when they screw 
up. There were times this year when I was 
completely fed-up with. organization leaders 
who were, in my view, being irresponsible 
and learning to control my tongue and be 
there as a supportive element. 


Index: What do you tllink your legacy 


will be? 
Council: (Laughing) The guys who 


tried to kill The Cauldron. 
Ries: I think it will depend on the 


group. There is certainly a large constituen
cy on campus that is not happy with us and 
that will always be there and I don't know if 
there is anything we could have done differ
ently, save like continuing to be urliair. 


Index: What do you want your legacy 
to be? 


Council: I hope our legacy is a starting 
point. I hope it is a shift from doing student 
government for the resume or the popularity 
to people who genuinely want to work hard 
and care about their roles in tllis school. I 


The Index 


think that is something that Aaron and I real
ly brought to the table more so than pervious 
leaders. I hope we have 10 years of great 
student government and they look Oack and 
say, "David and Aaron started that." 


Ries: That cam pus life started to 
inlprove Witll us. The social and extra-cur
ricular atmosphere really started to improve 
because organizations started working 
together and money was spent more effec
tively. The quality of life here improved. If 
you look at the NSSE data or any number 
of metrics that is sometlling we don't score 
very high on right now. We can all speak 
to having been here that it is rough going 
at times. 
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Why we need to care: political homework 
Jaclyn Sanders 


Staff Writer 


I've never watched an episode of American Idol in my 
life, and although! heard a lot about it, I always assumed 
it was a minor diversion, watched by a significant but not 
exuberant portion of the population. Imagine my surprise 
when ! read that more votes were received in the fmals of 
American Idol than any presidential election in the history 
of the United States. This seems to be a problem, and the 
obvious solution would be to abolish formal elections alto
gether and have a singing competition amongst presidential 
candidates. Frivolity aside, the fact that a reality television 
show commands more of the popular attention than the 
governing of the country is a cause for concern. 


It IS certain that newspapers report on the posi
tions of candidates, and editors make endorsements 
during times of election. However, with their dimin
ished prominence in the information age, the detail 
and logical assessment provided by newspapers is 
falling from prominence. So, what can a politically
minded student do to fight against the illusions and 
appeals of television advertisement campaigns? 


This year, we face a round of midterm elections. 
Traditionally, these elections draw fewer voters than 
the four-year presidential elections. I will not yet 
be of age to vote by this year's eJection, and from 
my position, I see no explanation for not registering 
before these elections. If you have the ability to make 
your voice known - and you do - why should you 
refrain from doing so? The policies being acted on in 
Congress every day affect the future of our country., 
and voting is a relatively easy way to voice your 
opinion on the matter. If you want to register in your 
home county, take advantage of the vacation.! know 
a trip !o the Secretary of State's office is generally 
painful, but you can probably spare one hour out of 
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Illustration by Will Walkington. 


There is an inherent indulgence in entertainment in 
American society, where the average person watches four 
hours of TV a day. 99 percent of households have at least 
one television, compared to the 54 percent who read a 
newspaper daily. This disparity has spawned campaign 
television ads. Using carefully packaged images, advertis
ers attempt to convince the public of their position in a time 
period so small they resort to rhetorical devices rather than 
facts or -arguments of their position. Emotional appeal is 
common, as well as the use of attack ads, which poison the 
well against their opponent rather than make any tangible 
argument. Even when claims are made about the positive 
aspects of candidates, they are very rarely substantiated. 
Considering the impact television has on the voting pub
lic, a seamlessly packaged advertisement is an enormous 
asset to a campaign, with money and information being 
oo~~ . 


your whole summer. If you're one of the lucky seniors 
graduating and moving to a new city, make sure to change 
your registration with your address. Also, if you choose to 
affiliate yourself with a party, vote in your party's primary 
this summer. The decision on the candidate to run in the 
midterm elections could give your party an edge when the 
all-important decision - Democrat or Republican (sadly, 
it's safe to generalize that, at least on a national level, these 
will be the only choices) - must be made. 


Finally, make sure to think before voting. Look 
beyond the slick attack ads and read the local paper. Find 
out the voting record of your current senator or representa
tive. The essence of the matter is that very few people take 
the time they need to make an informed decision. This sum
mer, please take some time out to educate yourself and the 
people around you about the issues affecting your nation 
today - so a thirty-second ad doesn't have to. 


K College's top three myths about conservative politics, beliefs 
Gregory LaVoy 


Contributor 


Over the past four years at K 
College, I have been intimately 
involved in the political dialogue and 
debate, making the case for minority 
conservative positions on- a variety of 
issues. Over this time, I have encoun
tered an innumerable amount of incor
rect assumptions and misunderstand
ings about conservatives, the top three 
of which I will address below. In one 
way or another, these myths are pur
ported at higher levels in the national 
dialogue, so it is no wonder they have 
made their way into K's political dia
logue. With critical think.ing, though, 
I believe one can expose these myths 
for what they are. 


Conservatives are a homogeneous 
group. 


To the contrary, there are many 
different strands of conservatism. Just 
to name a few, there are competing 
conservative and libertarian branches 
in economic debates, religious and 
secular branches in social debates, 
and paleo-cons, neo-cons, real politik 
thinkers and everything in-between 


in foreign policy debates. This is 
why conservative staples like Donald 
Rumsfeld and Pat Buchanan can dis
agree over the Iraq war, and why there 
can be so many different conservative 
"solutions" for contemporary prob
lems like illegal immigration. Beyond 
the differences among conservatives, 
the Republican Party is even more 
diverse and varied, with senators Ii ke 
Santorum and Specter representing 
the same state and achieving national 
prom inence, yet also representing both 
the conservative and liberal wings 
(respectively) of the party. Granted, 
there are a few areas that most conser
vatives would align themselves almost 
unanimously: personal responsibility, 
traditional values, limited government, 
strong national defense, etc. However, 
an informed political observer must 
recognize that conservatism (like any 
other ideology or "-ism") is diverse in 
both its thought and policy prescrip
tions, and the conservatives who sub
scribe to this ideology, whether nation
al figures or students on this campus, 
are also diverse in their views. 


Conservatives are hostile toward 


minorities. 
While certainly the millions of 


minorities who have voted for conser
vative political choices in each recent 
election might expose the lack oflogic 
behind this myth, it is still one of the 
most pervasive in our country and on 
this campus. If one is to look only at 
the conservative position on affirma
tive action, or listen to popular race 
demagogues who bask in the national 
spotlight, then we see why someone 
can believe this misconception, but 
that doesn't rriake it true. 


In many regards, minorities fmd a 
natural home in the Republican Party 
precisely because of its conservative 
principles or initiatives. For instance, 
on many social issu'es like abortion or 
homosexual marriage, the conservative 
positions promoting traditional values 
more closely describe the views of 
large numbers of minorities, particu
larly religious African-Americans. Or 
consider the conservative ideal of pro
moting an "ownership'society" where 
individuals have greater control over 
their capital and their futures with less 
dependence on the bare minimum the 
government can provide. While ideas 


like reforming social security, promot
ing individual investment, or cutting 
taxes that fall into this broad concept 
of an "ownership society" will help all 
Americans, they stand to hel p the dis
proportionately-minority poor escape 
dependency, welfare, and poverty. 


These examples, out of many, help 
demonstrate the self-evident concept 
that conservatism is not necessarily at 
odds with the views of many minori
ties. Of course, if anyone who thought 
this were to simply talk to a conserva
tive, he would see that hostility and 
hatred are the furthest things from the 
truth. Just as one would not presume to 
assign a political affiliation to whites, 
it emerges as equally ridiculous to say 
that all individuals a certain race or 
ethnicity should belong to a certain 
political affiliation because the other 
guys simply don't like them. The 
next time someone says that members 
of certain races must vote a certain 
way because of their race, that per
son should be cast aside as ' simply 
foolish in the same way that anyone 
who -declares conservatives to be anti-


Continued on page 9. 







Letters to the Editor 
To the Editor: 


I am very disappointed that the administrative 
culture of inattention to the student body has not 
slac.kened during my four years at K. Not only has 
there been very little effort to actively seek student 
input, but the administration has repeatedly failed to 
respond when this input is available. The most recent 
materialization of this is in the decision by the Hicks 
Renovation Committee (HRC) to recommend against 
LEED certification of the renovation project. 


There has been a bias in the administration 
against certification since the beginning of the project. 
When the HRC released the Hicks Renovation Survey, 
the question regarding LEED was worded in such a 
way as to strongly emphasize the costs (it was the only 
question on the survey to mention money), without 
mentioning any of the benefits. 


If the Hicks renovation, project is not conducted 
with the very clear focus on sustainability provided by 
the LEED certification procedure, many of the initial 
performance goals set will likely be overshadowed by 
other, more short-term considerations. Further, stand
ards such as storm water management and use of sus
tainable materials, which are crucial for reducing the 
environmental impact of the building, will likely be 
overlooked in favor of less important features which 
make the building look more sustainable. 


Despite the negatively biased wording In the 
survey, 2/3 of the K community still stated that they 
were in favor of certi fication. Later, a petition was 
presented to the HRC in which over 300 students 
declared the high priority they give to building sus
tainability. Letters were mailed to President Wilson
Oyelaran, Vaughn Maatman, Tom Ponto, and others. 
Numerous emails have been circulated throughout the 
K community and sent directly to the HRC. All were 
in favor of LEED certification. 


How much more clearly can we declare that we 
want Hicks to be certified? What will it take for the 
college to finally start listening to its students? 


The job of the HRC, like that of the K administra
tion, ought to be to seek input from the K community 
about their priorities. It ought not to be to make uni
lateral decisions. 


If the final decision is m,!de by the K administra
tion to follow the HRC's recommendation to forgo 
LEED certification, they will not only be turning 
their back on the current K community, but also going 
against one of the fundamental principles of the col
lege: "Accepting Environmental Responsibility." 


Tyson Cook, K'06 


To the Editor: 


Well, I gotta say I'm disappointed. 


I'm disappointed that my opinion didn't count; I'm dis
appointed that a majority opinion amongst the student body 
didn't count; and I'm disappointed that the fourth item on the 
Honor Code is being flouted in the name of money. 


It appears that the Hicks Renovation Committee has' 
indeed chosen to recommend against LEED certification in 
the upcoming renovation of Hicks Center. Despite the fact 
that 67 percent of students on campus deemed this certifica
tion as "very important" or "somewhat important" (despite 
the negatively biased wording of the question), the commit
tee has deemed this action unnecessary. ']:he additional cost 
of LEED certification adds an "extra" cost of approximately 
$100,000-$150,000, however this is a mere drop in the bucket 
of the nearly $9 million budget for the rebuilding. In return, 
we would be inspected and held accountable for following 
through on all the energy efficient measures that the renovation 
is supposed to include, saving us money in the long run. Green 
buildings just run better, but unfortunately when a project 
chooses not to seek LEED certification, often e~ergy efficient 
measures once deemed "important" often get sidelined in favor 
of other things. 


By answering the student survey saying that LEED 
Certification is "very important," what I meant to say was PAY 
THE MONEY TO HOLD US ACCOUNTABLE SO THAT 
WE GET WHAT WE WANTED IN THE FIRST PLACE. 


Whitney Justin, K'06 


To the Editor: 


It was recently announced that the Hicks Renovation 
Committee recommended against LEED certification for the 
Hicks renovation project despite 67 percent (Plus or minus 
4 percent) of the student body supporting this certification. It 
should be pointed out that the question on the renovation sur
vey was extremely biased. It was the only question to mention 
costs of the project and deemed them as extra. Despite this, 67 
percent of the student body answered "somewhat important" 
or "very important" to the question "How important do you 
feel it is for the renovation budget funds to be spent on the doc
umentation needed to officially certifY that the Hicks Center 
is a "green" building (approximately $100,000-$150,000 in 
extra costs)?" It should also be noted that TPTA stated that 
these costs were not merely for "paperwork," but also included 
expenditures for the sustainability features required to obtain 
certification. 


Despite this support from the student body, the committee 
nonetheless recommended against LEED certification. This 
only goes to show that the administration does not actually 
1 isten to student input and furthermore the administration is 
willing to violate the honor code of which the fourth tenant 
is: "Accepting Environmental responsibility: To maintain and 
improve the condition of our physical environment, we com
mit ourselves to the respectful and prudent stewardship of our 
conununity's material and natural resources." I find it disgust
ing that the administration not only lies to the student body by 
claiming that their reconunendations will be listened to, but 
also that the administration is unwilling to spend 1.7 percent 
of the Hicks renovation budget ($150,000 of an approximatel, 
$9 million budget) on creating an environmentally cleaner 
building - hypocritical for an administration that touts our 
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fmish in Recyclemania on the front page of the Kalamazoo 
College website. 


Jon Marshall; K'06 


To the Editor: 


I am writing in response to an email I received 
recently about the nature of the renovations in Hicks. It 
saddens me that some would believe that environmental 
responsibility in our buildings is not important. Please 
let's reconsider our decision and take measures for a more 
responsible and harmonious renovation in Hicks. 


Kathryn Curtis, K'07 


To the Editor: 


It is disheartening when delegated committees do not 
accurately represent the desires of the community. 


It seems the online version of the Hicks Renovation 
Survey eliminated problems of "hanging chads" and it 
gave those stationed abroad ample time to be counted. So, 
there is no reason for the Hicks Renovation Committee 
(HRC) to ignore 67 percent of the respondents who feel 
that it is important to get LEED certification even despite 
biased phrasing in the questionnaire. While listing the 
cost of LEED documentation may have dissuaded some 
from the importance of certification, there is still an over
whelming response of people who know LEED certifica
tion is worth the extra $150,000 (only 2 percent of the 
entire project). 


The negligent unilateral decision to recommend 
against LEED certification for the refurbishing of Hicks 
is emblematic of a half-hearted and hypocritical com
mitment to the environment. The project is committed to 
making Hicks a "green" building which will most assur
edly be boasted for decades until Hicks is once again reno
vated. However, choosing not to LEED certifY releases the 
project from a regulatory framework that will guarantee 
that Hicks is built "green," functions "green," and not just 
looking "green" to boost an image. 


The HRC claims that LEED procedures can be fol
lowed without paying for the certification and the extra 
funds could be invested toward "additional sustainabil
ity features." These claims mean nothing. Without the 
accountability offered by LEED's framework, there is no 
accountability to fulfill the HRC's promises of sustain
ability. Without LEED, promises of sustainable features 
will be forgotten at the first sign of budget problems and 
inconvenience. 


LEED certification is not a $150,000 paper trail. It 
is a contract and a commitment to leadership and sup
port In cause of sustainability. It is time to put our money 
where our heart is: a center for students that can be 
Kalamazoo College's proudest symbol of Environnlental 
Responsibility. 


. 
David Siegel, K'06 
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I am gravely disappointed in the Hicks Renovation 
recent decision to go against LEED certifi


for the renovation. I have witnessed more student 
for this project than anything short of DOGL. 67 


or minus 4 percent of students said that receiving the 
certltlcatlon was "very important" or "somewhat impor


Hundreds signed their names to a petition stating 
the environment is important in the renovation proj-
I believe that the committee is well intentioned, how
those intentions will inevitably get cast aside in favor 


greater concerns as the renovation proceeds. I am not 
blame, but it is time for our campus community to 


this project one that lives up to the honor code and 
Iy focuses on the environment, instead of putting it 


the backseat where it will inevitably be discarded as 
bu(lge:taryconcerns take over. Our campus, and our world, 


procrastinate on environmental concerns. 


Rob Foley, K'09 


At the Hicks Center open meeting Tuesday there was 
lengthy discussion about LEED certification. The Hicks 


Kerlov:attcm Committee estimated a cost of $150,000 for 
documentation necessary for the LEED certification. 


the operating budget for Hicks renovation at 9 mil
ion dollars and climbing, this puts the cost of LEED doc


pnt~tll)n at under 1.7 percent of the operating budget. 
Although this seems expensive, LEED certification 


the only way to ensure that green design features are 
and that they are implemented correctly. 


certification holds builders accountable for prop
implementing sustainable features. Without LEED, 


responsibility falls on the shoulders of the renovation 
Fornmlttt!e and board of trustees. The Hicks Renovation 


told us that they are committed to sustain-
They said they had to balance many concerns, 


which sustainability was only one. When the budget 
gets tight, sustainability will become a lower 


. Without LEED holding the line, sustainable fea
will be cut. 


Approximately 67 percent'of the student body voted 
favor of footing the bill for LEED documentation. 


committee unanimously chose to ignore this. I am 
llsalPPoInlted with their decision. We deserve the LEED 


Eric Larson, K'06 


I would like to add my voice to the request of the 
body that we pursue at least a silver level of 


; ... ~,rI .. r<hip in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 
rer1:iti,catior for the Hicks Center renovation project. Such 


step will demonstrate the commitment of Kalamazoo 


College to the principles of environmental sustainabil
ity and responsible stewardship of our limited natural 
resources. These issues are high on the list of student 
priorities for their new student center, and for good rea
son. The LEED certification process will ensure that these 
important long-term goals are met; without the certifica
tion incorporated into the building plan, short-sightedness 
will drive decision-making on the ground. 


I can think of no better way for K College to live up 
to its mantra of "enlightened leadership" than to directly 
incorporate sustainability goals into its bricks and mortar 
projects. For the students, this responsibility is manifest in 
their Honor Code. As role models, administrators, faculty 
and staff should strive to embody these same principles of 
sustainability and stewardship. We missed this opportu
nity with the recent library expansion, but the new student 
center provides a highly visible second chance. Let's get 
the LEED certification for this project and set an example 
for our current and future students, other institutions of 
higher education, and our local community. 


To the Editor: 


Binney Girdler 
Co-Director, Environmental Studies 


& Assistant Professor of Biology 


The decision to be environmentally conscious implies 
a certain amount of privilege; people (as well as institu
tions) with time and money are in the privileged position 
to choose to include the environment as one of their priori
ties. The Hicks Renovation Committee's decision to ignore 
67 percent of the student body and to not recommend 
LEED certification is not only comparable to a billionaire 
buying a Hummer; it is worse. In its decision not to sup
port LEED certification, the Hicks Renovation Committee 
effectively negated the importance of "Environmental 
Stewardship" in the Honor Code, ignored 67 percent of 
students surveyed, and threw out an opportunity to use its 
position of privilege to make the right decision. 


The fact that the Hicks Renovation Committee had 
the option to make the new Hicks Center more environ
mentally friendly ~ while only spending 1.7 percent of its 
operating budget - was a pretty good deal, in my opinion . 
Additionally, obtaining LEED certification would provide 
the accountability needed in order to ensure that the build-
ing is on par with national standards. . 


In its decision not to recommend LEED Certification, 
the Hicks Renovation Committee is not prioritizing feed
back from students, nor is it showing true leadership in 
the fornl of environmental stewardship. Because this col
lege' has both the ability and the resources to make Hicks 
"green," the administration has no excuse for failing to 
prioritize both the wishes of the student body and the 
importance of the environment. 


Samantha Weaver, K'08 


To the Editor: 


How many of us have given ourselves a better grade 


7 


than we deserved in a self-evaluation? There is a great 
temptation to raise the grade of "B" level work to an 
"A." The fact that we are graded by professors generally 
compels us to raise the quality of our work and deters us 
from cutting comers. The end result is that in order to 
get an "A," we have to produce a higher quality of work 
than we would if we were grading ourselves. 


The Hicks Renovation Committee (HRC) has 
decided to recommend against pursuing LEED certifi
cation, the current standard for green/sustainable build
ings, for the Hicks renovation project. This is not to say 
that the new Hicks will not be environmentally friendly 
or energy efficient. Rather, the HRC has suggested that 
we should avoid the costs associated with an indepen
dent sustainability evaluation (LEED certification), 
while still pursuing the sustainability guidelines for 
LEED certification set out by the U.S. Green Building 
Council. 


r can understand the desire to save the costs associ
ated with LEED certification. However, these costs only 
constitute a minute portion of the $9 million budget for 
the Hicks renoviltion (between $15, 000 and $150,000). 
And I fear that without some outside, independent 
evaluator, there will be a great temptation to cut comers 
in terms of the sustainability of the new Hicks Center. 


The fourth and oft neglected tenet of our Honor 
Code is "accepting environmental responsibility." With 
the renovation to Hicks Center, we should proudly 
embrace this tenet and construct a building with mini
mal environmental impact. Pursuing LEED certifica
tion would compel us to achieve a higher level of 
sustainability, in much the same way as being graded 
by professors would compel us to produce higher qual
ity work than self-evaluation. This is a necessary part 
of embracing our honor code and ensuring we create an 
environmentally friendly Hicks Center. 


Ben Connor Barrie, K'06 


To the Editor: 


Please acquire LEED certification for the Hicks 
Student Center. I think the commitment for the future 
of the college and the benefits there of will way out do 
the cost. 


To the Editor: 


Thank you, 
Jim Kelly 


Facman 


I was greatly disappointed and disheartened to 
read in the May 26 letter to the Kalamazoo College 
Community that the LEED~EB certification was not 
a part of the Hicks Renovation Committee's image of 
"Hicks as Heart and Hearth" of Kalamazoo College. 
LEED certification both displays and helps ensure 
commitment to environnlental responsibility. I am thor-


Continued on page 8. 







8 The Index CAMPUS VOICES June 1,2006 


letters to the Editor, continued 
Continued from page 7. 


oughly saddened to learn that at the very core 
(isn't that what heart means?) of Kalamazoo College, 
there is no room to take environmental responsibil
ity seriously. The "extra" documentation costs of 
certification are, and should be, secondary. The 
significance of the certification process is in having 
someone hold the college community accountable for 
what we say we want and value. The unwillingness 
to move forward with the LEED-EB certification is 
yet another way in which Kalamazoo College manages 
to fall gravely short of fulfilling the fourth tenet of the 
honor code. Moreover, it is a blatant refusal to take the 
opiruons and desires of the student body seriously, as over 
half of the survey respondents articulated that LEED cer
tification was important to them, despite its "extra costs." 
Environmental concerns aside momentarily, it is deeply 
discouraging to know that the new "student center" will 
not take the voices ?f its own students seriously. 


Erin Agee, K'06 


To the Editor: 


I'd like to express my sincere disappointment and 
anger at the Hicks Renovation Committee's (HRC) deci
sion to recommend against Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) Certification. 


The LEED process will help ensure compliance with 
recognized national standards for sustainability. It would 
help with accountability for the college in maintaining its 
efforts in carrying out the fourth tenet of the Honor Code: 
responsible stewardship of the environment. 


The Hicks Renovation Committee has declared that 
the new Hicks should be a student center shaped by the 
wants of the students. The HRC administered a survey 
(where over 40 percent of the student body responded), 
where 67 percent of the student respondents indicated that 
they thought LEED Certification was very or somewhat 
important. Moreover, over 330 students signed a petition 
stating their want for the Hicks Renovation to be done in 
a sustainable way. Despite these fucts, the HRC has rec
ommended against obtaining LEED Certification. I find 
this to be a flagrant disregard of the wishes of the student 
body, and I would urge the president of the college to 
ignore the recommendation of the HRC 


To the Editor: 


Rob Morrison, K'06 
President of EnvOrg 
President of D.I.R. T. . 


Member of the Sustainable 
Living-Learning Housing Unit 


Over 50 colleges and universities have LEED 
certified projects. otice K is not one of them . 


Art Center College of Design, Berea College, 
Bowdoin College, Calvin College, Carnegie Mellon 


University, Central College, Clemson University, 
Colby College, Colorado College, Cornell University, 
Duke University, Emory University, Evergreen State 
College, Furman University, Georgia Institute of 
Technology, Grand Valley State University, Grinnell 
College, Hamilton College, Harvard University, 
Harvey Mudd College, Haverford College, Juniata 
College, Lake Washington Technical College, 
Lewis & Clark College, Mount Holyoke College, 
Northwestern University, Old Dominion University, 
Pima Community College, Seattle Pacific 
University, Southern Connecticut State University, 
Stetson University, SUNY Buffalo, Swarthmore 
College, University of Arkansas, University of 
British Columbia, University of California Los 
Angeles, University of California San Francisco, 
University of California Santa Barbara, University 
of Cincinnati, University of Denver, University of 
Florida, University of Maryland University College, 
University of Michigan, University of Oregon, 
University of Pittsburgh, University of Richmond, 
University of South Carolina, University of Southern 
Maine, University of Washington, Washington 
University, Western Connecticut State University, 
Yavapai College. 


Joel Hage, K'06 


To the Editor: 


The college will soon be deciding how environ
mentally sustainable the Hicks Center renovation 
will be. I'm writing to express my hopes that the col
lege will choose LEED-certification (which stands for 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design). 


Kalamazoo College should be at the cutting 
edge of green building. The college would benefit in 
the long-term from energy savings alone. But more 
importantly, green building is about identity. It sends a 
message about who Kalamazoo College is to prospec
tive students, to the local community, and nationwide. 
Simple, practical steps - such as composting, passive 
heating, green roofing, solar paneling, and wastewater 
recycling - also provide an inspiring model for us to 
follow in our own lives. 


My understanding is that the costs incurred by 
the college' for LEED certification are not prohibitive 
in the short run and thaUhe energy savings more than 
pay for themselves in the long run . But the college's 
calculation of costs should be broadened to focus on 
less tangible, but important, factors such as how much 
green building .. 


.. . contributes to the education of our community 
- the building becomes not only a place for us to 
relax, but also a space for us to learn about the col
lege's environmental. economic, and ethical leader
ship that created this space. The space itself becomes 
a site of liberal arts knowledge 


.. . may help with recruiting, admitting, retaining, 
and further developing alumni contributions . . 


.. . meshes with our mission. This provides the 
college with the opportunity to practice the environ-


mental values that it preaches, a lesson that ought to 
be very important at a campus that seeks to model 
"enlightened leadership." 


It is of course important to carefully assess 
short-term economic calculations. I hope that the 
college prioritizes its long-term vision by investing 
in a green building. 


Daniel Lipson 


To the Editor: 


Sustainability is not an alternative way to live; 
it is the only way to live. I am deeply disappointed 
with this administration's recent decisions regarding 
this subject: failure to renew the Sustainable Living 
Learning Housing Unit, and failure to support LEED 
certification. I thought that Kalamazoo College was 
a place where people who cared about the world 
could come to make a real difference; not a place 
where bigger buildings could be build despite their 
impact on the environment. 


Nathania Dallas, K'09 


To the Editor: 


I was frustrated to leam that the Hicks Renovation 
Committee decided to go against the opinion of the 
students and recommend against the pursuit of LEED 
certification for the renovated Hicks Center. There are 
a number of issues that really highlight the ignorance of 
this decision, not the least of which is money. Speaking in 
terms of the survey conducted, 67 plus or minus 4 percent 
of students rated LEED certification as an important (or 
somewhat important) priority even at, ;IS the question 
states, "approximately $100,000 - $150,000 in extra 
costs." However, anyone browsing the website for LEED 
certification can see that the cost, based on the projected 
square footage for the renovated building (75,000 square 
feet) should be in the neighborhood of$2,250. The addi
tional cost would presumably be spent in the implemen
tation of the green projects and, of course, paperwork. 
However, without the documentation - who's to say 
that the minimally planned projects won't be axed in the 
event of over budgeting the project. Citing the current 
budgetary concerns of the college, making Hicks a more 
resource efficient building seems like an obvious first 
step to reducing overhead and maintenance costs. What's 
more frustrating is that the Hicks Renovation Committee 
went to the trouble of asking students what tJley deemed ' 
important in the renovation project, only to promptly 
ignore what they said. The LEED certification of Hicks 
would generate positive PR for the college and show that 
we are a progressively minded institution, prepared for 
future challenges. I'd like to urge the Hicks Renovation 
Committee to reconsider tJle recommendation against 
LEED certification as it inaccurately reflects the needs 
and desires of campus and student body . 


Joel Haas, K '06 
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~thslfhe top three misnomers LEEDIHRC against certification 
Continued from page 5. 


woman or anti-immigrant or any other 
blanket statement makes such state
ments for cheap political gain. 


Conservatives are for "big government" 
Of the myths, this misconcep


tion is most forgivable given the current 
state of the national Republican Party. 
However, here one must make a distinction 
between "conservative" and "Republican." 
While there are many "big government 
Republicans" in Washington today that 
are not concerned with cutting entitle
ment programs and other spending, and 
are more often viewing government as 
the solution to social ills, to think this 
is true of conservatives in general is a 
serious flaw. Conservatism, regardless of 


how it is used rhetorically by some politi
cians, is at its core for limited government, 
states rights, and larger personal control, 
and these principles are firmly held by a 
majority of conservatives. In fact, it is a 
perceived abandonment of these principles 
and a generally unhealthy growth in gov
ernment and spending that has so many 
conservatives upset with some national 
Republicans currently. Beyond this, 
the case can be easily made that 
even big government Republicanism 
is more controlled than what we would 
have under a Democratic majority, but 


• that doesn't mean the former should 
try and emulate the latter. While it 
may seem like a matter of semantics to 
many, the difference is quite acute and 
as one strives to be precise in politics, 
it is a difference worth noting. 


FundinglStu Org budgets tighten 
Continued on page 1. 


. to adequately fund a growing 
number of student organizations. 
Controversial budget decisions 
have challenged StuComm and stu
dent organizations this year, includ
ing decisions to decrease funding 
for The Cauldron, the college's stu
dent produced literary magazine, 
and cutting funding for The Boiling 
Pot, the campus yearbook. 


Ries and the current president, 
David Council, K'06, who steered 
StuComm and the student orga
nizations through a fiscally tight 
year this year, share concerns about 
the future of student organizations 
onder this cap. 


"I can say with four years 
of experience that $70,000 is not 
enough to sustain the growing num
ber of student organizations," wrote 
President Council, K'06. "I under
stand that every office is subject to 
cuts and limited resources, but this 
cut threatens Student Commission's 
ability to support the strong cul
ture of student organizations on this 
campus." 


However Council and Ries 
graduate this year, leaving incoming 
President Erin Mazzoni, K'07, and 
Financial Director Dorian Taliaferro 
Jones, K'07, to deal with$he capped 
budget. Both expressed anxiety over 
the cap. Taliaferro Jones said with 
the recent trend in increased activ
ity by student organizations and the 
wave of creativity that swept cam-


pus during this quarter, the budget 
cap is pointing student life in the 
wrong direction . 


Mazzoni agreed with Taliaferro 
Jones. In an email from her London 
study abroad site, she wrote, "As 
student organizations are the liveli
hood of Kalamazoo College's cam
pus, decreasing the budget is poten
tially detrimental to campus culture 
and will directly impact not only stu
dents, but the K College community 
and greater Kalamazoo area." 


Taliaferro Jones stressed that 
next year increased cooperation 
would be necessary to maintain the 
current level of student organiza
tion activities. "All events will go 
on, however, with increased pooling 
of resources," he said. "We want 
to encourage a lot more collabora
tion." 


Mazzoni hopes for increased 
collaboration between student orga
nizations and wants the commission 
to use this budget cap as a vehicle for 
increasing coordination between the 
students, staff, faculty, and adminis
tration. "We should try to see this as 
an opportunity to increase coordina
tion between these groups in order 
to find ways to make best use of the 
funds that are available to the overall 
campus community," she wrote. 


Not content with the capped 
$70,000, the new leadership team 
promised to look for more funding. 
"We will try to get more money," 
said Taliaferro Jones. "We're going 
to keep looking and do our best." 


Continued from page 1. 


they felt spending renovation funds on the 
documentation needed to officially certifY 
that the Hicks Center is a "green" building. 


According to Tom Ponto, vice presi
dent for business and finance, the cost of 
the documentation process killed the push 
for LEED certification. A study from Tower 
Pinkster Titus Associates, the design firm 
hired to handle the renovation and famil
iar with the LEED certification process, 
estimated the doclUnentation alone to cost 
$100,000 to $150,000. 


"There's limited funding for the project 
and so that required that the HRC balance 
things," Ponto said. ''In the fina1 analysis, 
we just really came to the conclusion that 
because of the competing priorities, it did 
not make sense to invest $100,000 plus 
in documentation." Ponto listed handicap 
accessibility as a major competing priority. 


Many students were fiustrated and dis
appointed in what they saw as a set-back for 
sustainability efforts on campus. "Are you 
serious?" asked Tyson Cook, K'06. "Did 
you not get the message that this is some
thing we cared about?" 


Cook, a member of the Dr. Jeff Bartz's 
energy group, claims the HRC must have 
gotten the message after the survey results, 
an aggressive email and letter campaign and 
a petition signed by over 300 supporters. 


"My initial reaction was both surprise 
and utter disappointment that the HRC 
recormnended against LEED certification 
despite overwhelming student support," said 
Cook. "I feel that the HRC has already 
shown that they are disinclined to give sub
stantial support to sustainability." 


Ponto, as well as other members of the 
HRC, insist that the $100,000 or $150,000 
saved by not going for LEED certification 
would be spent on additional sustainabi 1-
ity elements beyond the measures includ
ed in the base renovation proposal. Paul 
Manstrom, director of facilities manage
ment, will oversee the fund. Ponto added, 
"It's not like Paul Manstrom is going to be 
spending that $150,000 in isolation. The 
intent is for him to coordinate with [Bartz's 1 
energy group and anybody else who has an 
interest" 


Manstrom acknowledges that without 
the LEED certification, it shifts the burden 
of guaranteeing sustainability to him. He 
said he will institute a system of benchmarks 
and additional metering as well as using the 
LEED suggestions as a general guideline to 
follow. 


However, many students are uneasy 
about the HRC's ability to ensure Hicks is 
renovated to highest sustainability standards. 
Senior Erin Agee, also a member of the 
energy group and an environmental activist, 


is one such student. She said that the LEED 
certification process provides a concrete plan 
for the campus to follow toward sustainabil
ity whereas the HRC's plan is vague. 


"11 would be one thing if they would 
tell us how the sustainability budget will be 
spent," Agee said. "But we are asked to take 
them at their word. While there are some 
members that I trust on the HRC, there are 
some that [ don't." ... 


Vaughn Maatman, chair of the Hicks 
Renovation Committee, indicated that 
LEED guidelines would still lead the sus
tainability efforts. "We are going to stretch 
for LEED certification by our own mea
sure," Maatman said. ''There is enough in 
the budget to get a sustainable building." 


Mark Levine, lead project designer at 
TPTA, agreed with Maatrnan. He said the 
building will be designed to meet LEED 
criteria. "We have heard that sustainability 
is important and we will respect !bat," said 
Levine. 


However Cook is skeptical of the • 
respect being paid to sustainability. He is 
afraid the HRC will lose sight of its sustain
ability goals as the renovation progresses 
and budgetary issues become a large factor. , 
In support ofLEED certification, Cook said, 
"When push comes to shove and budget 
concerns become more pressing, it is nice _ 
to have someone pushing you to stay on 
course." 


Without LEED, Cook worries the HRC 
will opt for the cosmetically sustainable 
over the truly sustainable, especially when • 
moneY' becomes tight. ''My understanding 
is that they say they will implement enough 
sustainability features to be LEED certified; 
however not the money to get the silver cer
tification, let alone the documentation," he 
said. 'That money does not seem to exist." 


Silver corresponds to a level of certifi
cation by the United States Green Building 
Council. In initial reports, TPTA outlined 
a strategy to achieve a silver certification. 
Even without the documentation, the reno- ~ 


vated Hicks will still meet a basic level of 
LEED certification said HRC members. 


Cook contends the money is there 
in the $9 million plus operational budget. 
"'l11ey've given other things priority over 
LEED certification," he said. 


Manstrom does not think the absence 
of LEED certification brings into question 
the college's commitment to sustainability. 
He specifically targeted the food waste prob- • 
lem coming out of Hicks and the issues of 
energy efficiency. 


"Even without spending any extra 
money on implementation of LEED type 
sttUf, there is going to be a certain level of 
sustainability," Manstrom said. "It may not r 


be a dark green building but it will be a light 
green building." 
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Benson, Winkler honored as All-Americans for conditioning training 
Mike leifeld 
Stoff Writer 


If for some reason, you decided to wake up 
at 5 a.m. on a weekday and sleepily stumble over 
to the Anderson Athletic Complex, you might see 
Kalamazoo College athletes running, lifting weights 
or doing some other rigorous strength and condition
ing exercise in the gym or weight room. 


Two Kalamazoo College student-athletes were 
recognized for the hard work that they put in - in
season and out-of-season - and were named to 
'the National Strength and Conditioning Association 
(NSCA) All-American team. 


Junior Mike Benson and sophomore Laura 
Winkler of the football and volleyball teams, respec
tively, were honored for their 2005 seasons. 


According to the NCSA, the award "recognizes 
those student athletes whose accompl ishments reflect 
their dedication to strength and conditioning. These 
athletes are also recognized for their academic and 
personal accomplishments and their integrity as stu
dent athletes." 


No one questions Benson's or Winkler's dedica-


tion and leadership. Whether it's on the football field 
or volleyball court or in the weight room during one of 
football coach Terrance Brooks' early-morning work
out programs, these two student athletes are demon
strating their dedication to producing winning teams. 


"He loves competing," said Brooks of Benson. 
"Nobody will out-work him." 


Brooks is also impressed with Winkler's eager
ness to work. "Laura's hooked on the program now," 
Brooks said. "It makes her very easily coached." 


Surprisingly, the most impressive thing about 
Benson's and Winkler's success isn't how much 
weight they lifted (at 5'8," 184 lbs. , Benson squatted 
430, benched 340 and power-cleaned 275 lbs., while 
running a 4.40 sec. 40-yard dash; Winkler squatted 
160, power-cleaned 11 0 and dead-lifted 205 lbs., 
while jumping a 16.5" vertical). 


Yes, these measurements of strength and agil
ity are outstanding, but the most impressive thing 
about these student-athletes is that they have both 
maintained a 4.0 G.P.A while studying biology at 
Kalamazoo College. 


"They do everything a non-athlete does - go 


to class, study, plus they prepare for their sport; and 
they still have a 4.0," Brooks said . "It says a lot about 
character. " 


Both Benson and Winkler feel that the time they 
have spent with the strength and conditioning program 
is well worth the work they have to put in. 


"The lifting class has allowed me to become a 
better athlete and has improved my volleyball game 
tremendously," said Winkler, who cracked the start
ing lineup and became a team leader her sophomore 
year. 


"Coach's program pushes us oord and I feel it 
really took me to the next level," said Benson, the 
football team's starting fullback who led the team in 
rushing. ") could not have received an award of this 
magnitude without the program." 


Benson and Winkler serve as leaders not just on 
the football and volleyball teams, but for all those 
student-athletes who work hard in the weight room to 
get stronger, faster and better at their sport and want to 
move closer to a Kalamazoo College championship. 


"I expect a ring before I leave Kalamazoo," 
Benson said. 


THE BUZZ ON SPORTS: Katie and Rog do battle again 
Katie Coaster & Roger Garfield 


Copy Editor & Sports Editor 


Rog: It's been about a month 
since we last sat down and chatted, 
Katie. What's new? 


Katie: Well Rog, I have to say 
I've missed our talks .. No one else is 
ever willing to do battle with me. 


Rog: During our previous encoun
ter, we found several topics on which 
we found cause for dissention. Today, 
it almost saddens me to admit that 
we'll probably wholeheartedly agree 
on one thing: the Detroit Pistons need 
to play better. 


Katie: I don't know what it is , 
Rog, but you're right. We definitely 
need to get it together, because these 
aren't the Pistons we know and love. 
At times, it doesn't even seem like 
they're showing up. However, I do 
have to say that a positive attitude 
goes a long way. I'm sick of all the 
fair-weather fans that start hating as 
soon as we lose a game. 


Rog: Hmm, valid point. But I 
think there's a legitimate reason those 
fans "hate," as you say. The Pistons 
are clearly not playing the kind of bas
ketball that won them 64 games in the 
regular season. The ball doesn't move 
as swiftly on offenst'. The help doesn't 
come as quickly on defense. On top of 
that, the effort does not seem to be as 
intense as it once was. That, more than 
anything else, is why I think Pistons 
fans are frustrated 


Katie: I have to agree - the 
problem seems to be one of effort and 
spirit. We know we have the skill, but 
the question is, why aren't any of our 
natural leaders stepping up? I know 
you made some good points in last 
week's column about Chaunce's dis
appearance. I think' Sheed is posing a 
problem in that area as well. 


Rog: 'Sheed has been inconsis
tent, but so has everyone else. It's 
going to take all five - all 12 for that 
matter - to be striking on all cylin
ders to beat the white-hot Heat. At this 
point, they're not just outworking us; 
they're showing that they're a better 
team. I never thought I'd say that. 


Katie: Maybe whatever that 
mystery object under the sheet in 
the Heat locker room is has actu
ally given them the power they need 
to beat us. Dwyane Wade and his 
huge counterpart, Mr. O'Neal, have 
definitely shown a unity that makes 
the Pistons seem like they've barely 
played together. 


Rog: That mystery object really 
ticks me off. 


K;ttie: Me too, Rog. 
Rog: Well, for as bad as the 


Pistons have looked these past three 
weeks or so, their cross-town buddies, 
the Tigers, have climbed to the top of 
the Major League standings. Can they 
sustain their roar? 


Katie: ) gotta say, Rog, that I'm a 
bit nervous about making predictions 


at this point. Last time we talked, I 
was all about the Pistons and the Red 
Wings, and did a little hating myself 
on the Tigs and the Lions. But all of 
the sudden, the Tigers are superstars. 
I think this might have the potential to 
be a real Cinderella story. 


Rog: Will people really meow 
away from the Palace and the Joe 
and make the most popular stomp
ing grounds the two stadiums in the 
heart of downtown - just off of 
Woodward? 


Katie: Not quite, Rog. They'll 
probably roar there. Rog: Yet when I watch them 


play, I see a team that 
looks like it belongs. I 
wouldn't describe them 
as a Cinderella; I'd 
call them a team that, 
before this season, was 
simply in need ofajolt. 
That jolt is first-year 
manager Jim Leyland. 
He's propelled them to 
where they are now. 
He has them believ
ing they can win every 
time they step out on 
the diamond. Without 
an injury, knock on 
wood, I think they can 
make the postseason 
for the first time in two 
decades. 


Katie: If you're 
right, Rog, and if the 
Lions start to turn 
things around as well, 
we might see Detroit 
shifting its loyalties . 
Look out, Rog - soon 
this could be Cat 
Town. 
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Resignations linked to computer game 
Special Aups . 
Staff Writer 


Jolm Carroll, director of admissions at Kalamazoo 
College, cleared up questions of his recent resignation at a 
press conference on Memorial Day, Monday, May 29. Due 
to the holiday weekend, few were in attendance to hear 
Carroll admit his addiction to Free Cell and bid farewell 
to colleagues before he left for treatment at the Free Cell 
Center in Hoboken, N.J. 


Carroll's problem with Free Cell was brought to his 
attention by Kate Vickery, also in the admission's office. 
According to Vickery, she returned to the office late one 
night to get her iPod. Upon entering the adn1issions office, 
she noticed a faint glow coming from Carroll's office. 


"I just went to see if he had accidentally left his com
puter monitor on," said the environmentally concerned 
Vickery. 


Carroll had not only left his computer monitor on but 
had left himself parked in front of it. "His eyes were all 
glassy and his body was hardly moving except for his right 
hand," Vickery said. It was not until she approached the 
seemingly comatose Carroll that Vickery realized he was 
right clicking furiously through a game of Free Cell. 


"When I tried to move his hand from the mouse, he 
freaked out," she said. She noted that Mountain Dew cans 
littered his office and there was a half-eaten Little Ceaser's. 
Hot 'n Ready on his desk. "1 knew then, when I saw the 
Dew, that I had to get help," Vickery said. 


Brock Selbo, K'06, is a video-game addiction spe
cialist and biology major at Kalamazoo College. His SIP 
presentation was pretty sweet. He has helped many of his 
housemates, including the legend, Joey Waller, K'06, with 
video-game addition. Super-Smash Brothers is their drug 
of choice, not Free Cell, however Selbo said the symptoms 
are the same. 


"Late nights, glassy eyes, selective body movement, 
it is the addict's way to save energy," Selbo said. "And 
when you involve Mountain Dew, the problem reaches an 
extreme level." Selbo admitted to a minor Super Smash 
Brothers addiction himself but said he said he stays away 
from the Dew. "It is way too extreme." 


Selbo said there is hope for Carroll and expects a 
full recovery in the kind hands of the Free Cell Center. 
Apparently, Carroll is not the only high ranking administra
tor to leave because of a Free Cell addiction. 


A source who wished to reJl1ain anonymous contacted 
The Wmdex and told his story of addiction to Free Cell, the 
late nights, the Dew, the pizza and his eventual downfall. 
"It caused me to resign. I couldn't start work without first 
winning SO games of Free Cell, that would sometimes take 
all day," the source said. He indicated it was a major reason 
behind his resignation; one he was not proud of 


However, The Windex does not believe in anonymous 
sources so we will tell you who confided in us with com
plete trust only to be shamed on the pages of the Wmdex. It 
was Vaughn Maatman. Now you know! 


Prout quits Index after year of posturing 
Jean Mary Dome 


Staff Writer 
. Declaring that "one day, you will. all be sorry," Index 


writer Katie Prout stormed out of the newsroom sometime 
between the hours of one and two early Wednesday morn
ing, following an evening of intense verbal and psychologi
cal abuse. 


Editors David Nachtweih and Aaron Aupperlee were 
left feeling unsure of how to respond. 


"I bought her a double shot latte a little while ago. 1 
know she likes those, as long as 1 don't tell her they are 
from Beaners. She gets a little elitist, a little uppity about 
Beaners," Nachtweih said. "Maybe it was that last Frisbee 
Aups threw at her face. I guess I understand how it would be 
hard to write if you couldn't see out of your left eye." 


Layout editor Jessica Bard was busy cleaning up vari
ous pieces of litter around the room at the time of the inci
dent. Like Prout, Bard can be found in 111e Index room faith
fully once a week from dinner time Tuesday until breakfast 
Wednesday morning. Unlike Prout however, Bard is known 
for her even temper and thick skin. 


"I generally just mind my own business," she said. "Just 
clean up after the messes, make sure everyone has some 
dinner, gets their story done on time for the deadline and 
says they are sorry when they know they have hurt someone 
else's feelings. And they know that I know if they mean it." 


Usually Bard's mothering tactics tend to help keep 
emotions in check. However, this time things seemed des
tined to explode. The evening began to escalate not long 
after Nachtweih decided to put his iPod mix of Beck and the 
Decemberists on repeat. Prout is known to be an enthusiastic 
fan of both artists, but after several hours, her nails were 
noticeably bitten. Aups tossed off some inappropriate com
ment in his typical earnest yet belligerent manner about her 
spelling being reprehensive and about her chances of living 
a productive and fulfilling life. That was it. 


Bard described Prout as "fiuning, but holding it together 
rather well," until Nachtweih repeated an old silly joke about 
Prout being angsty. For whatever reason, that seemed to be 
the tipping point. 


"She just started yelling a lot about feeling small and 
useless in this room," said Bard. 'Then Aups told her to just 
calm on down. She didn't like that so much." 


Prout tripped over a wheely chair and stubbed her toe, 
prodding Nachtweih to ask if she was "gonna cry about it, 
or what?" The evening concluded with Nachtweih narrowly 
missing getting skewered by the maypole that has been lying 
on the floor all year. 


"I didn't know [Prout] was sn strong," said Nachtweih. 
At press time, Prout was unavailable for comment. An 


anonymous source suggested that she had defected to the 
staff of Mayhem's Murmurs. 


Ronald Reagan comes 
out of a closet 


Bethany Retrop 
Staff Writer 


The Kalamazoo College Democrats erupted 
in scandal after a shocking discovery of internal 
corruption. On Tuesday, May 16, a bronzed, life
sized statue of Ronald Reagan was discovered in 
the closet of long-time College Democrat Samantha 
Weaver, K '07. 


Weaver, the vice-president of the College 
Democrats, was not previously known to be wor
shipping Republican figureheads. She immediately 
resigned her position in the College Dems and was 


-


not available to discuss the matter. Her whereabouts -.., 
are unknown. 


The statue was discovered by fellow Democrat 
Jimmy Kelly, K '08, a residential assistant on 
Weaver's floor in DeWaters. 


"I began to suspect something when I over
heard Sam talking on her cell phone about her plans 
to watch 'Crossfire,'" said Kelly. 


The Democrats, who immediately held an 
emergency meeting to discuss the issue, were 
shocked. 


"I feel deceived. I feel a little angry and a little 
betrayed. How could something like this happen?" ..,. 
asked Juli Scalf, K '09. "I never saw it coming." 


In defense of the Democrats, future president 
Will Sbach, K '07, known to his followers as Dr. 
Spock, claimed that the Democrats never suspected 
that Weaver was hiding the statue of Reagan. 


"I never would have guessed," said Sbach. 
"She always seemed so liberal. The Immigration 
Debate between the Dems and Republicans a few 
weeks ago was pretty convincing," he added. 


Nate Krefman, K '06, president of the College 
Democrats, refused to comment. His Facebook 
"Status" revealed that he was being stalked, pos
sibly by the now infamous statue of Reagan. 


Under further investigation, the list of Weaver's 
Facebook Groups reveals a previously unknown 
membership in "I Have Ronald Reagan in my Closet, 
How About You?" a group started by Republicans 
to support Reagan's conservative followers. 


For now, what will become of the College 
Democrats remains unknown. 


"I just don't know if we can go on. 1 don't 
know who 1 can trust anymore," said Saral1 Manley, 
K'06. 


At the tin1e of publication, the group was con
sidering requiring mandatory screening for all new 
members, including extensive interviews on latent 
political beliefs. 


"We take this very seriously," saict Kelly. 


-
... 
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12 THE WINDEX 
- K senior eager for UFC bout, confident of victory 


Mo Bigsley 
Special to the Windex 


The Butcher is dripping. Sweat falls from his ears, his 
nose, his lips. He rests his hands on his knees and looks up 
with a grimace. 


"Forty days," he grunts. "Forty days until I take his 
belt." 


He then walks to the door and breathes in the fresh 
night air. It's 11 :30 p.m. 


"You think he's doing this right now?" he asks with a 
genuine eagerness in his eyes. "You think he's outworking 
me? There's no way." 


Rex "the Butcher" Larson is antsy. He's just finished 
his third workout of the day, and he's still raring to go 
- jumping up and down, yelling angrily into the dark 
Kalamazoo sky. 


ill 12 days, he'll graduate on the Kalamazoo College 
quadrangle with a Bachelor of Arts degree in economics 
and business. 


A month later, he'll step into the Octagon. 
Larson has dreamed of competing for the Ultin1ate 


Fighting Championship since coming to Kalamazoo. On 
July 8 in Las Vegas, he'll have his chance. 


Larson is slated to take on current UFC Light 
Heavyweight Champion, Chuck Liddell. Liddell, known 


.... affectionately in the UFC world as "the leeman," has an 
overall record of 18-3. Larson will be competing in his 
first UFC match. 


"He's one of the best strikers and grapplers in all of 
the UFC," says Larson, "but that doesn't scare me. All the 
accolades, aU the experience - that doe:m't matter. He 
doesn't know what I've been through. I'll cut him up." 


Larson got word from the UFC in January that he'd 
be eligible to participate in the July 8 event - UFC 6l. 
Ever since, he's stuck to a strict workout regin1en. Using 
Anderson Athletic Center as his stomping grounds and 
a high school incident as motivation, Larson worked out 
three tin1es a day through the winter and into the spring. 
Now, he says he's in the best shape of his life. 


''I'm a specin1en, baby," Larson says, gritting his 
teeth. ''Liddell can't handle this rock." 


What now is rock used to be jelly. -Larson came to 
Kalamazoo an overweight shell of his former self. Once 
an undefeated state champion wrestler from Carsonville, 
Larson was suspended during his senior season and pro
ceeded to eat his way into oblivion. 


''I couldn't handle the reality 0'£ not wrestling, so I just 
ate," Larson says. 


Larson describes the suspension with frustration: "It 
was the first match of my senior year. I almost had the 


students and gave them a motivational message. 
"He told us that we could be whatever we truly 


wanted to be," says Larson. "It was then I knew that 1 
need to relive the fervor of competition I had as a wrestler. 


Photo by Mo Bigsley. 


And the only place I saw 
myself doing that was in 
the Octagon." 


Then weighing 300 
pounds, the Octagon 
- the eight-sided ring 
in which UFC fights 
take place - was not in 
Larson's near future. He 
knew he needed to mold 
himself into a supreme 
athlete. 


Now, four years 
and countless workouts 
later, Larson stands six
feet-five inches tall and 
weighs 205 pounds. 


"I would be around 
220 and still ripped, but 
I thought I'd be better 
off at 205," Larson says. 
"It allows me to compete 
in the Ligi1t Heavyweigi1t 
Division, and that's where 
I feel r can be most effec-


dude pinned. Basically, he 
was about to tap out. Then 
he goes ahead and elbows 
me where the sun don't 
shine. It felt like my jewels 
had crawled up inside my 
stomach, done a 360 and 
said 'Bye-bye, Rexie.' I 
lost my breath and toppled 
over. The ref didn't see the 
elbow to the jewels, so the 
other guy took advantage. 
He pounced on me and 
pinned me. I was so mad 
my undefeated streak was 
over. I didn't know what 
to do. So I went over to 
the guy and gave him a 
karate chop to the throat, 
as hard as I could. My boys 
said it looked like an axe 
chop. That's how I got the 
nickname 'the Butcher.' I 
was never sorry for what I 
did, but I was sorry I had to 
miss the rest of the season. 
The suspension was prob
ably warranted. But so was 


Can the unquestionable hunger of the 
Butcher overcome the skills of the Ice Man? 


tive." 
In addition to shed


the throat chop. He had a really sharp elbow, man." 
Larson's wrestling career ended that day, .but his fight


ing career blossomed from it. Tank Abbott, former UFC 
competitor, was in the bleachers that day watching his 
nephew Hun1ffier wrestle in the heavyweight division of 
the meet. He noticed Larson's jugular chop and in1medi
ately approached him. 


"Tank told me I had a future in the UFC, but I didn't 
believe him right away," Larson says. He continued to eat 
away through his senior year and into the Sun1ffier. 


It wasn't until his flfSt day at Kalamazoo when Larson 
realized the strength of Abbott's words and turned his life 
around. In his introductory economics class, Larson's first
year professor, Dr. Ahmed Hussen, welcomed the new 


ding pounds and sculpt
ing himself into a fighter to be feared, Larson has excelled 
in the classroom. He came to Kalamazoo with the inten
tion of taking over his father's tractor sales business upon 
graduation. For four years, he took his studies seriously, 
never quite knowing if the UFC idea would pan out. While 
he'll leave Kalamazoo on an entirely different path than 
he originally intended, he can still revel in the fact that he 
received a first-class education. Larson will graduate next 
Saturday at the top of his class. 


"[ pride myself on my performance in the classroom 
because that's what my pops wanted me to do," says 
Larson. "He wanted me to take over the family biz. But I 
think the UFC is my tnie calling." 


On July 8, he'll find out. 


Gillis scoffs at Blaine, holds breath for twelve minutes 
Dnach 


Staff Wriiter 


In her latest heroic feat, Holly C. Gillis upstaged 
David Blaine and held her breath for twelve con
secutive minutes. Blaine is the star of David Blaine: 
Street Magic. 


Disgusted by the magician's feeble attempt to 
break the world record, Gillis defied expectations 
during a swim break on her Memorial Day trek out 
to the beach. She is the first human to be submerged 
for double digIts without needing CPR. 


"[t's really amazing," Gillis said. "[ attribute it 
to the fact that [ never miss a work out." 


Asked why she chose the holiday to set a new 
+ .... precedent for human aquatic achievement, Gillis 


said her decision burst· from a variety of factors. 
First and foremost was the disappointing prime
time belly-flop of David Blaine's breath holding 
attempt. 


"I don't really have anything against David 
Blaine," Gillis said. "[ think he totally stinks. Other 
than that he's pretty much the worst person at hold
ing his breath ever." 


Mid~backstroke, she said she also wondered 
how long her lungs would keep her alive in the rare 
case she was trapped beneath the surface. After a 
few deep breaths, Gillis took the plunge. 


"At first it was tough because I wanted to come 
up and tell my friends about all the cool stuff I saw," 
she said. "But then I started singing ' Popular' from 


'Wicked' in my head and I so totally lost track of 
time ." 


At the six minute mark, purported friends began 
to question Gillis' ability to beat Blaine or the world 
record. Some wondered if she would have enough 
conviction . 


"Whoa Gillis, [ didn't think you could stay quiet 
this long," said Joel Haas, K'06 . "You'll never make 
it another six." 


Haas failed to realize Gillis could not hear him 
because she was underwater. When told of Haas' 
comments upon emerging past the twelve minute 
mark, she shrugged and smiled. 


"Some people just can't go the distance," Gillis 
said. "Joel Haas is one of them ." 
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Pool tables in according to Hicks Renovation Survey 
Aaron Aupperlee 


News Editor 


On Wednesday, April 19, the Hicks Renovation 
Committee released the results of their renovation sur
vey. Over a third of all students responded to the online 
survey; an encouraging amount according to committee 
members. 


"People responded. People who had an opinion 
voiced it," said Sobia Khaja, K'06, who sits on the 
Hicks Renovation Committee. "I'm glad people just 
didn't ignore it." 


In total, 406 students, 45 faculty members and 92 
staff members logged on and filled out the survey during 
the week it was online. Khaja said about 34 percent of 
students and 39 percent of faculty and staff responded. 


"Dr. Batsell said that response rate is about average 
for an online survey," said Khaja. Dr. Robert Batsell is a 
professor of psychology at Kalamazoo College who has 
worked extensively with surveys. 


Khaja expects the survey to help guide the commit
tee. "A lot of people confirmed what we had expected," 
she said. The survey gives the committee quantifiable 
evidence to support qualitative suggestions made by stu
dents. "There is some stuff we can talk about as a com
mittee, but now we have hard data," KJlaja said. "We 
can now make the suggestions based on numbers." 


Suggestions about green building certification, 
a pool table and outdoor spaces now have numbers 
attached to them. "There's about 250 people who think 
it's somewhat important to get the (green building) cer
tification, but there are still about 200 who think it is not 
important," said Khaja. A majority of students, 277, said 
they enjoyed playing billiards, suggesting a new Hicks 
Center with pool tables. Almost 400 students, 383, iden
tified an outdoor space as very important. "It seems like 
something was missing," said KlJaja about the demand 


Continued on page 10. 


Earth Week focuses 
• on savmg energy 


Chelsea Phelps 
Stoff Writer 


Earth Day may have been Saturday, but envi
ronmental awareness is an issue that continues on 
throughout the year. This year, members of Kalamazoo 
College Environmental OrganIzation (EnvOrg) in col
laboration with the Kalamazoo Energy group have 
scheduled events for fifth week under the theme of 
"Use Less Energy Week." 


Highlighting the week will be a Biodiversity panel 
on Thursday, April 27 - an LAC event, with Cybelle 
Shattuck, Ahmed Hussen, John Legge from the Nature 
of Conservancy, and Steven Kohler of the WMU ecol
ogy department - will be taking place at 8 p.m. in the 
Olmsted room. 


Other major events will take place on Saturday 


Continued on page 5 . 


......... Ar-,_'-'AA: Mud in a cool dry place 
David Nachtweih 


Editor-in-Chief 


Ultimate Buzz goes to regional tourney 
Elizabeth Porter 


Stoff Writer 
The Senior Performance Series returns 


fifth and sixth weekends to debut four more 
senior directors, continuing the trend of stu
dent directed performances over the past 
'venty years. 


This weekend's plays, "Mud" by Maria 
irene Fornes, directed by Jess Stuenkel, and 
'Keep tightly closed in a cool dry place" by 
Megan Terry, directed by Trent Pancy, run 
...... ,"""". April 27 at 8 p.m. and Sunday 


30 at 2 p.m. in the Dungeon Theater. 
Medea Project," which will present two 


"""'"nno of the traditional Greek play, will 
next weekend; look for more infOffila-


For Pancy and Stuenkel, the productions 
opportunities to tackle their interests 


theatrical genres and social themes, wllile 
giving them a taste of a possible career 


"Keep tightly closed," a play about three 
who have collectively killed one of the 


wives, is built from improvisation 
'Iflelrcls<es known as transformations - one 
If\aI:acter becoming another character within 


to teU a story and then reverting back 
their original character. Pancy said he was 


to "Keep tightly closed" because its 
in improvisation matched his 


work with Monkapult at K College 


while at the same time providing a more seri
ous subject matter. 


"I've been known to do comedy-type 
stuff," Pancy said. '''Ibis was a chance to do 
something more serious, though it stiU has 
some comedic aspect. It was a way to bring 
it all together." 


With his directing debut set for 8 p.m. 
on Thursday, Pancy said he felt "all the signs 
pointed toward directing" as a future career. 


ill describing her choice of ''Mud'' as 
her piece to direct, Stuenkel echoed some 
of Pancy's points; the play addressed many 
of her theatrical experiences and interests 
too. For Stuenkel, staging ''Mud'' was an 
opportunity to explore her interest in cross
cultural interaction while also presenting a 
piece open to multiple readings. 


"People have read this as a feminist 
work," she said, because it portrays the hard
ships forced upon women in relationships. 
She added however that the author sees her 
woman character as the play's villain. It 
could also be interpreted as addressing pov
erty and class issues. 


"What you s;ee is one take," she said. 


There lurks a small sub-culture of ath
leticism at K: a group of skinny guys that 
make it their game to throw a Frisbee 
up and down the football field. Relatively 
unknown. 


"We have a 
Frisbee team?" 
asked Katie Ellis, 
K '09. 


In fact, not 
only is there a 
Frisbee team, 
but the ultimate 
Frisbee teanl is 
improving. "We 
went to sectionals 
for the first time 
last year," said 
Chris Lee, K '07. 


The learn 


peting with bigger schools and we ranked 
higher than any Division 3 school at section
als," Watts said. 


This comes as an unexpected accom
plishment for "a team only a few years old. 
''When I first started, we didn't even have 


full games," said 
Lee. 


A full game 
of ultimate 
Frisbee is played 
in teams of seven 
on a football-sized 
field . Players 
score by catch
ing a pass on the 
opponent's end of 
the field. Matches 
are timed, and 
the team with the 
most points at the 
end of the game 
wins. went to Michigan 


sectionals again 
this year, and 
will be going 
on to regionals, 
then hopefully a defender during a team practice. 


"It would be different if you read it, or if you 
saw it staged with male and female roles 
reversed." . the Division 3 


Currently the 
team is not rec
ognized by the 
school, and mem
bers pay for their 
own gas and jer


seys. Members of ultimate Frisbee teams at 
competing colleges, like Albion, are funded 


Aside from the play's cultural aspects 
Stuenkel said the play's composition is what 


Continued on page 8. 


Nationals in Colwnbus, Ohio. 
Will Watts, K '09, feels that the team 


has a promising future. "We've done better 
than we ever have in the past. We're com- Continued on page 5. 
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The V.I. P. List 
Name: 
Amy Draybuck, 
K'07 


Birth date: 
May 30, 1985 


Studies at K: 
French and 
German. 


Activities at K: 
Amy is exten
sively involved 
In soccer at K. 
She is a member of the college team and has 
been coaching junior varsity soccer at Portage 
Northern for the last three years. She works 
catering for Sodexho and in her spare time Amy 
plays lots of soccer and really enjoys being 
active and outdoors. 


Study Abroad Site: Erlangen, Germany 


A Typical Day on Study Abroad: In Erlangen, 
Amy usually got up early. around 7:30 or 8 a.m. 
She walked to class daily from her apartment 
as it was only a 20 minute walk. Amy had two 
classes per day, about four hours of class, but 
each class only met once a week. Her favorite 
days were when she had time between classes 
to go home and cook herself lunch. In the after
noons, she would get coffee and read or meet up 
with friends - she always made sure to utilize a 
nice day Amy had a c(1J11puter In her apartment 
so she tried to spend an hour or so a few eve
nings a week to e-mail friends at home. She and 
her roommate took turns cooking for each other. 
Amy's apartment building had a community 
kitchen so she would often spend her evening 
drinking wine in the community space with the 
other students in the building. 


ICRP Topic and Activities: In her own words, 
Amy's ICRP was "cool and frustrating." Amy 
interned in the marketing department at the world 
headquarters for Adidas in Herzogenaura.:h, 
Germany. Her responsibilities were to do retail 
research of 15 cities in Europe and put together 
a marketing portfolio of each city to evaluate 
where future Adidas stores might open. 


What You'd Tell Someone Going to Erlangen: 
"Make sure to meet your neighbors It will 
make your home experience a lot better," says 
Amy All the university students live in the apart
ment buildings. so make it a point to get to know 
them. Amy still keeps up with a few German 
friends she met while abroad. 


--Compiled by Joel Haas, K'06 


Students and faculty at home in the world 
Kate C. Thomas 


Staff Writer 


"Homeless" after study abroad, students, faculty and 
staff gathered during chapel Friday to reflect on the dif
ficulty of defining home. 


"Make yourself at home," Chaplain Mary Ellen 
Ashcroft said, questioning the common saying, "You 
aren't at home unless you make yourself there." 


"It is when we feel least at home that we most under
stand the truth of our homelessness," she said. Though she 
never felt completely at home in South Africa, Ashcroft 
found both a home and herself dunng some of her hardest 
times. 


"Home is where your heart is, your heart," the chap
lain said, "the changing, never-fully-at-home heart that you 
are making yourself" 


Echoing Ashcroft, President Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran 
stressed the importance of making both Kalamazoo 
College and the world a home for students, faculty and . 
staff. "If we're going to survive in a global communi.ty, we 
need to develop intercultural sensitivity," she said. 


With more than fifteen years of experience living 
abroad, the president recalled her first study abroad, six 
months in London as a junior at Pomona College. When 
she arrived, she remembered being surprised to see other 
black people, Wilson-Oyelaran said, laughing at her own 
naivete. 


Despite a difticult home-stay, the president explained 
one experience in particular she had in London. While 
walking with a friend through Chelsea, a passing car 
filled with drunk white men launched racial slurs at her. 
"I remember the shock, the hurt, the anger, the fear," she 
said. 


With an air of understanding, Wilson-Oyelaran won-


dered how Jewish and sexual-minority students feel in the 
wake of the discovery of t\',o pairs of swastikas on cam
pus. "I wonder if the response in our community to this act 
of hate has been appropriate," she said. 


Calling for a renewed commitment to creating a safe 
space on K's campus, the president said the K community 
should be a place where everyone feels at home She sug
gested that a safe environment allows work toward inter
cultural understanding and sensitivity to permeate society. 


As someone whose education has helped him better 
understand home and family, David Siegel, K'06, expe
rienced a second childhood during his study abroad in 
Thailand. "I began to love my family as they began to love 
me as their son," he said. "International education has only 
expanded my concepts of home." 


In Thailand, Siegel encountered the realities of global
ization; villages had all but lost their young people to larger 
cities where they sought education. But he realized school 
doesn't take you away from fanlily, he said. "Nowhere 
in the talk of globalization is there talk of nagging moth
ers," he said, as the audience erupted with laughter. "But 
it should." 


Kate Nestor, K'07, read excerpts of emails written 
to American friends and family while abroad in Dakar, 
Senegal. "I feel like I'm betraying you all by not missing 
home," she wrote to a friend. After adapting to a different 
way of life, Nestor said, "I like the idea that we can have 
multiple ideas of home and that we can have multiple 
places we can fall asleep during the day." 


Providing a different point of view, French interna
tional student Joarma Simon-Bigart described her fluctuat· 
ing idea of home, which, for her, is somewhere between 
France and the United States. With a few months left on 
her study abroad, she said, "]'11 keep you posted." 


JSO participates in Tunnel despite rumors 
Elizabeth Porter 


Staff Writer 
Rumors flew after the discovery of two swastikas on 


Dewing and Trowbridge Hall during third week this quarter. 
An atmosphere of disbelief prevailed on campus in the days 
that followed the event. 


Students were shocked that something like this could 
happen at a place like Kalamazoo College, generally thought 
to be an accepting and welcoming place for minorities, gays 
and lesbians, and individuals of differing religious faiths. "I 
was really surprised that it happened. It was shocking," said 
Becca Fealk, K '09. 


The reaction from the administration was quick and 
straightforward. In a campus-wide email that President 
Wilson-Oyelaran sent out, she wrote, "Behaviors such as this 
are a violation of the community standards embodied in the 
Kalamazoo College Honor Code. They are absolutely unac
ceptable and will not be tolerated. I encourage every member 
of our community to condemn this action." Likewise, Dean 
Maatrnan also denounced the acts as a great tragedy for the 
CaJ11pUS community. 


Although less public than the administration's response, 
the Jewish Student Organization also reacted to the events. 
Ariel Saulles, vice president of the JSO, feels that this CaJ11e 
as a shock to the Jewish community on CaJ11pus. "You feel 
safe and then something like this happens," Saulles said. 
''People are really upset." 


However, Saulles denied rumors that the JSO was going 
to pull its spot in last week's Tunnel of Oppression. "We were 
never going to do that I don't know where that rumor came 
from," Saulles said. 


According to Saulles, the rumors began when students 
fi'Om the JSO who were on the Tunnel of Oppression com· 
mittee were unable to attend a committee meeting because 
it ironically fell on a Jewish holiday. Saulles was quick to 


add that Jewish holidays were not printed in the Kalanlazo<l 
College plarmers sold in the bookstore this year. This adds 
to tile already confusing task of scheduling meetings when 
everyone is available to meet. 


Saulles feels confident about the attitude that the 
istration and other students have taken about the hate 
"People don't want this to happen again," she said. 


By participating in tile Tunnel of Oppression, tile JSO 
participated in an event ain1ed at doingjust that. According to 
a CaJ11pus-wide armouncement after the Tunnel of Oppression. 
the event sought to show "how togetiler we can all work to 
fuce and overcome the dark forces of oppression whereve 


and whatever they may be." The armouncement also said 277 
people went through the Tunnel of Oppression this year, 
largest turnout to date. . 


Further down the road, the JSO, along witil the La . 
Student Organization and Black Student Organization. 
planning a sUl11ffiit on the topic of respect which will be hel 
May 13. 







The Index NEWS April 27, 2006 


OLe dedicated in style 
Kaitlyn Walter 


Staff Writer 


Kalamazoo College celebrated the 
dedication of the Upjolm Library Commons 
on Saturday, April 22. The dedication was 
an all day affair, starting with an academic 
symposium and ending with jazz in the 
Yehle Reading Room. 


The opening academic symposium 
included four separate events. John Davies 
spoke about how to create and sell a TV 
show in the new production studio in 
me library. The other three presentations 
were held in three of the new classrooms 


the library. Lanny Potts and Di Seuss 
on creativity in the classroom. E. 
Girdler delivered a talk entitled, 


percent of success is showing 
Ecology with apologies to Woody 
" and Charlene Boyer Lewis pre


"Elizabeth Patterson Bonaparte: 'III 
for the life of a Columbian's modesi 


Academy and Thompson. A 
crowd gathered. Monkapult 
handed everyone in the 
crowd bells and told them 
to ring them when the 
Chapel bells rang. 


The show was great. 
Emily Harpe, K'08, asked 
Ed Menta who won the 
1919 World Series and he 
answered correctly. The 
Cincinnati Reds when the 
Chicago White Socks threw 
the game. 


The procession began 
with the Taiko Drumming 
Troupe and Frelon dancers 
@I1lIcting a symbolic move 
from Mandelle to the new 
Upjohn Library Commons. 
The dancers led Dr. Wen 
Chao Chen and Eleanor 
Pinkham, n\iO former col
lege librarians, to hand off 
books to four current stu
dents. Together they led 
the procession into the new 


Clockwise from top: Barry 
Ross performs "The Lark 
Ascending;" Taiko drum
mers playas student rep
resentatives process out 
of library; students Joe 
Warner, K'09, and Julie 
Nguyen, K'o8, cut the rib
bon on the grand staircase 
to offiCially dedicate the 
Upjohn Library Commons. 


3 


After the symposia there was a poetry 
Ih"rt ...... .,..~"" .. in the Book Club ofBeaner's. 


performance poetry turned out to be 
more then just a reading of poetry. 


. Seuss, students of hers, and library staff 
and performed their poetry in song, 


rhythms, different languages, and 
instruments. The poems expressed 


tmcltiollS ranging from fear and anger to 


library. There everyone was encouraged to 
attend the dedication ceremony . 


The ceremony began with Barry Ross 
playing "The Lark Ascending." Mary 
Ellen Ashcroft did the invocation. Board 
of Trustees Chairman Donald Parfet, 
President Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran, Student 
Commission President David Council, 
and Dean of Libraries and Information 
Services Lisa Palchick gave introductory 
and welcoming speeches for the keynote 
speaker Joellen Parker. 


placing the Library." "The library is the 
reason the campus and college exist," she 
said. "[It] is the heart of the campus." She 
also mentioned that our new library brings 
everything together in a place that students 
can learn and study not only through books 
but through interactions. "A little noise in 
the library is the point," she said. "It's the 
pulse of a school." 


munity members -enjoyed refreshments 
and each other. 


in life. Di Seuss, Gail Griffin, Lisa 
and students read their addi


to the "Library" poem. Every verse 
with "This book ... " and ends with a 


'r"· ..... '·,v .. of a book they know. 
Before the procession from Mandelle, 


"To me [the reading room] has the 
feeling of being outside - very comfort
ing," said Gene Yehle, K'41, and of the 
family who paid for the Yehle Reading 
Room. 


performed in intersection of Parker gave an address titled "Re-


The whole day ended in the recep
tion 10 the reading room. The jazz band 
played while everyone - students, alum
ni, staff, faculty, library crew, and com-


His son Richard Yehle, K'68, said, 
"[The library] is a place where everyone 
can find their own space." Millie Yehle 
K'43, Gene's Wife, had hoped 10 see more 
of her fornler friends from Kalamazoo, but 
was disappointed to not recogmze anyone 


Gilmore Festival brings heralded artists to Kalamazoo, Southwest Michigan 
Eli Melaas 
A&E Editor 


Do the names Ignacio Herrera and McCoy l)ner 
sound fanliliar? For the average music fan tile) most 
likel) do not, but the !\vo are anlong the most reputable 
mUSicians in the world who are attending this year's 
Gilmore I nh:mationa I Keyboard Festival In Southwest 
'VIkhigan. 


For mo \~ceks, begInning last <iaturda), Apnl 22 
and mnning until SlII"'day, Ma\ 5, owr se\ ent) artists 
from around tlle world \\ ill pcrfoml 0\ er 100 concerts, 
recitals, lecture and classes 10 the Kalam:v . .oo area ar d 
'leo roy cities. The bianmklll'\c'll, \\Iuch W'lS lO"ugurat
din 1991, celebrate tI e n: Isic-making ab;'itlcs of elll 
:me fil\ente and the \lrIlO 0 p"m:s ~ of'" fUture 


"Durin thc~ nvo v.eek , It'S better 10 be. II' lSic 
:1 Kal "llazoo It;m I In am Othl cit) Ir :.he 


untr)," <;aId Kalamazoo (oill! ~ rr.usic professor Or 
elth Murph) "One of the gn.alest aspeCl~ <lbout the 


Gilmore is that it creates a lot of convef'lation about the 
events and about musIc in general withlll the cOmmtmily." 


Due 10 the wide variety of cultural backgrounds of the 
artists, several genres can be heard throughoul the festi\ aI 
including classical, and Latin and American Jazz Many of 
the artisls' names are some\\ hat unfamiliar among college 
students, but there still are a number of highlighted shows 
you may not \\anl 10 miss, such as thc Danilo Perez Trio 
and LeifOvc Andsnes. 


fllC Danilo Perez TriO, he·d.:d by Panamanian pia
mst and wmposer DandQ Perez, has earned nun erous 
(, 'Illm) nomlO<ltions IOduding one fl)r "Best Latin Jazz 
A' um' In 2002, Perez recci\cd a nom,. 'iun frem the 
Jazz Jourralists Association. r "Piani I o. (he Year" fPc 
gr,JUp has two ~chedl.l~d perlormantes 1>11 ')Jnday Ap I 
10 <It 4 p.n Id 7 '.'11. at the ('Ilmer 1 h~Jtcr or \\estem 
'VI1I;hlgar l I\ersit) , c pl 


LClf 0\ ~ \nd nc ,a lug; ,-regardc om fg :1 (. i!S-


slcal I I I, has pcrforr.. d "'Ill <;c\ ral pre I 'IOUS musIc 
group5 sucr as the <ian F :-anclsco.:rd llc, eL,d ')ymp"on) 


Orchestras and became the youngest artist to have cver 
been awardcd a "Pcrspcctives" series at New York'~ 
Carnegie Hall. Andsnes will be perfomling this hida) 
at 8 p.m. at the Chenc!) Auditorium in Kalamazoo. 


"LeifO\e Andsnes IS a truly fantastic piani 1," said 
Murphy "lle has more recently lx'Come intemationally 
reno\\ned, and last )ear accompamed Bntish tenor Ian 
Bostridie 10 a finc perfomlance of Schubert's song c)cle 
'Wintcrrcl e' here in Kalamazoo." 


Some addilional upcolr:ng ~\cr'.s \\ill be tak-
109 placc on campus 10 Stetson Chapel, including the 
Ross III I Keyboardists, Vo(.alists, and Choil'i C(llUrsda~, 
8 n.m l, JO~l Morris ard \\"111 dill Boleelll (Fnday, 
1:30 p rI ), t1jc Clart. ont rric (Mond y, , 10 pm.) 
Plffaro, the Rl!naI "(.C BaIld \\ith Mattew (,Iandort 
(Wednc day 3 0 '11.), arc! Lon SImS (nc Frida) 
1 ~O p m.1 


1 cket pnce v for ~. ch ro\\ ard CaIl be ooked 
up the fe '1\ I s wcb te, t w\\ W g Imo vr <iud 1 


adMIS m IS $5 per e ~'1t. 
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Chopel Chot: A word from Torrie the Chopel dog 


My name is Torrie, and I'm the cha
pel dog. I'm a four year old black lab. 
Unlike my dog sister Lucy I DO have 
papers, although it's never been clear 
what I should do with them. Though 
I have noticed that my mom has her 
papers up on her wall in frames .... 


I had to leave my last family because 
my mom \Yas allergic and when she got 
pregnant she got REALLY allergic and 
was having asthma attacks. Believe it 
or not, my dad chose her and the new 
little screamer over me. They cried a lot 
when they handed me over. 


I really like my new home, and it's 
fun having a dog sister to play with. 
She's a bit immature, and I don't like it 
when she flies over me, but I have the 
feeling she's going to keep me young 


and sprightly. 
Every day I walk from home with my 


new mom, Mary Ellen, lip to K College 
and then we walk into the Cavern and I sit 
with her in her office. Or if it's a nice day 
we sit outside in the sun. 


The first few days, I heard noises, and 
tried to protect my mom from stuff, like 
the printer and the organ. But now I'm 
getting used to that. I still find bikes going 
past a bit unnerving. 


"What's it like being in college?" you 
might ask. Well, I'd heard about college 
before. But I don't think it had occurred 
to me that I might go to college. And I 
noticed right away that there are very few 
dogs in college. I was a little nervous that 
first day that I might not do so well. (I hate 
to admit it, but I'm not much of an intel-


Fall 2006 Housing: Featuring some of the BEST College Homes-
owned and managed by a K alumnus! 


-615 W. Lovell-beautifully restored mansion, 8 Ig. bedrooms, 2 washers! 
dryers, dishwasher, paver parking for 7, $3200 includes all util. 


--530 Pearl--6 nice size bedrooms, 2 full baths, full basement, 2 refrigera
tors, parking for 6, lots of woodwork, $2100, plus utilities (currently rented 
to UK" students and right next to two other units rented to uK" stUdents 
next year). 


--606 W. Walnut--4 nice size bedrooms, 1.5 baths, full basement, paved 
parking for 5, lots of woodwork (share parking lot with 530 Pearl), $1400 
plus util. 


--828 Oak--5 nice size bedrooms, 2 living rooms, 2 full baths, 2 kitchens, 
full basement, beautiful hardwood floors, $1750 plus util. 


--611 Stuart Ave.--4 nice size bedrooms, carport, three season porch, 
$1400, incl. util. (currently rented to uK" students) 


CALL 345-9069 NOW TO SCHEDULE A VIEWING! 


lectual.) 
And then when I heard other students 


who stopped by talking about exams and 
SIPs and papers and reading, I got pretty 
worried. 


But so far, college is a breeze. Here's 
what I do, and I'd like to suggest it for any 
body else at K College who is feeling a bit 
stressed. 


-When you see a comfY spot, circle a 
few times and then plop yourself down. 


-When someone approaches you, lick 
their face and let them rub your ears. 


-If it's sunny take a long nap. 
-Spend some time smelling all the-


good smells. 
-Don't worry about SIPs so much. I 


just go over to the fountain in red square 
and take one now and t11en. What's the 


big deal!? 
-Take time to sit and enjoy 


people around you. 
So those are my suggestions for 


a successful college life. If any of you 
would like to come and discuss them 
with me, I'm there most every day. 
(Though I'm not much of a taiker, I 
do love a good ear rub!) And if any of 
you would like to come and take me for 
a W-A-L-K (I'm not sure WHY they 
spell that!) feel free. Especially when 
my mom's teaching, it can get a little 
boring in there. 


As I look back over what I've writ
ten, I'm afraid I sound a bit pompous. I 


""hre ""!do", "'woo """", ,"p<ri",~ I 
ity over humans. We're much better at 
living and loving in the eternal NOW. 


Renovation Survey/Outdoor space a must 
Continued from page 1. 


for outdoor spaces. 
Daisy Gutierrez, K'06, also serves 


on the Hicks Renovation Committee. "I 
didn't expect people to fill it out in the 
way that they did," she said. 


While the first half of the survey gave 
the committee hard numbers, the second 
half gave students, faculty and staff the 
freedom of response. 


Students were asked what aspects 
should be included to make the new Hicks 
a social hub, what works and what does 
not in the current Hicks and what makes 
Hicks unique to Kalamazoo College. 
Actual responses were included in the 
survey results available online. 


Most students wrote that a student 
centered Hicks, with t11ings like a 24-
hour social space, a cafe and a comfY 
lounge, would make Hicks the social hub. 
One student wrote that Hicks needed, 
"places that keep those living off campus 


around. I'm not kidding when I say the 
school could make mega bucks with a 
hair salon." 


While the cafeteria, some student 
organization rooms and the President's 
LOllnge received praise, much of the exist
ing building came under attack when 
asked what does not work in Hicks. 


"Barrier-free orientation. What kind 
of pro-diversity campus has a wheel
chair-proof dining facility?" wrote one 
respondent. Another described Hicks as, 
"uninviting. Heating is of poor quality. 
Too many levels. Radio station hidden 
away." 


Finally, when asked what makes Hicks 
unique, one person responded, "currently, 
the most distinctive characteristic of the 
Hicks Center is that it is quite possibly the 
worst student center m tile GLCA." 


And in case you have not heard, Ryan 
Booms, K'09, Samantha Kearney, K'08, 
and Lauren Migliore, K'08, won the $100 
prize for filling out the survey. 
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Earth JfeekiContinuing the trend of energy conservation 
Continued from page 1. 


with the Spring Fling and Earth Day Celebration. 
According to Morrison, EnvOrg in collaboration 
with the Student Activities Committee (SAC) has 
organized a clothing swap as well as a booth for food 
where students can also make Earth Day resolutions, 
sign petitions, and sign up for list servers. 


According to Morrison, the issues raised by the 
events pertain to everyone. 


"The purpose of these series of events is to raise 
awareness of the pertinent ecological issues of our 
time, in this case biodiversity, and discuss what habits 
they can change to do something," Morrison said. 
Use Less Energy, he said was an opportunity to get 
students involved in making a difference in the local 
community. "These are all important goals because 
balancing ourselves with the ecosystems in which we 


live will be the greatest task of these next centuries. 
Failing to do this, it is likely that our species will not 
survive for long." 


The purpose of the Earth week activities is to raise 
awareness of how the community and especially the K 
campus can become more environmentally friendly. 


Erin Agee, K'06, of EnvOrg said that the Hicks 
Center renovation is key to reaching this goal. 


"There really needs to be a push for the 'green
ing' of Hicks Center," Agee said. With this renovation 
looming, Agee stressed the need for continued over
tures to the committee from both students and faculty. 
"It needs to be known that the sustainable aspect 
of renovation is not just an 'aspect,' but an attitude 
through which we need to address every aspect of the 
building." 


The Hicks Center renovation is just one large 


Xu takes sabbatical to write book on Chinese sports 
Roger Garfield 
Sports Editor 


One world, one dream. 
That is the slogan of the 29th Summer Olympic 


Games - to be hosted in Beijing, China, in August of 
2008 - and also the title of a book set to be released 
before the games by one of Kalamazoo College's fore
most professors in Asian history. 


Guoqi Xu is the Wen Chao Chen Associate Professor 
of History and East Asian Studies for the college. He 
came to Kalamazoo in 1999 and now teaches six differ
ent courses in Chinese and Japanese history, politics and 
culture. 


Next year, he'll take a sabbatical leave to devote his 
time and expertise into his new book, tentatively titled, 
"One World, One Dream: Sports and China's Quest for 
National Identity and Internalization, 1895-2008." 


Guoqi has been interested in China's national identity 
for a long time. He was born in central China and grew up 
in the country's northern region. In 1991, he came to the 
United States and began studying at Harvard University. 
Then, last year, Cambridge University Press published his 
first book, c.alled "China and the Great War: Pursuit of a 
New National Identity and Internalization." 


The new book will look at similar issues, only this 
time Guoqi will use sports as a window through which to 
examine them.He points to sports as a powerful stage on 
which many a political battle has been staged. 


Before 1988, when Seoul, South Korea, hosted the 
Swnmer Olympic Games, the country was lmder military 
dictatorship. That year, an impassioned movement for 
democracy gained strength in South Korea, and eventu
ally succeeded. 


"Basically because of the Olympics, South Korea is 
a dynamic democratic society," Guoqi said. 


China's history in the Games is significant, too. Los 
Angeles hosted the 1932 games, and China sent only one 
representative: a sprinter. 


This came at a time when Japan was invading 
China. At first, the Chinese hesitated to send any athletes. 
Although their sprinter won no medals, he did raise his 
country's flag. And by doing so, he spoke for 600 million 


people. "That shows how sport was used," said Guoqi. 
"For the purpose of national self-determination." 


These days, Guoqi says China is in an identity crisis. 
The crisis is a result of a failure to commit to a system 
years ago. 


"In the west, when we think about China, we think 
about a country with a long history and a well-shaped 
civilization," Guoqi said. "But that's actually somewhat 
misleading. When China was defeated first by European 
powers tllen by Japan, they realized that the Chinese 
civilization did not work ... China was a sick man. They 
needed strong medicine." 


To stifle that sickness, Guoqi says the Chinese looked 
to the west. Early in the 20th century, they tried to copy 
liberal democracy. Then, it was Russia's communist 
model. By mid-century, it was socialism. Then, in 1978, 
China became a capitalist country. That endures, to some 
extent, today. 


"You could ask any student who (knows) China, 
they will tell you China is more capitalist than (the United 
States)," Guoqi said. "People go crazy about money-mak
ing." 


Still, the country remains the People's Republic of 
China and is run by the Communist Party of China, as 
it has since 1949. Many call the state, "socialism with 
Chinese characteristics." 


"That really SUfllmarizes the Chinese national iden
tity problem right now," said Guoqi. 


But with the Olympics approaching, Guoqi sees the 
event as a golden opportunity for China."lbe Chinese 
government will try its best to make tile games a great 
success," Guoqi said. 'They definitely could have a huge 
inlpact on both China and the world." 


"If it's positive, they could make China to follow the 
democratic direction. Whether it's negative or positive, it 
will have a huge inlpact there." 


In the book's opening chapter, Guoqi prods at his 
native cOlmtry's identity by asking, "What is China? Who 
are the Chinese? How is China to behave in the world?" 


All seemingly simple questions, yet ones with poten-


Continued on page 8. 


issue that needs to be addressed in the process of 
making our campus more sustainable. According to 
Morrison, there are many instances of hypocrisy on 
campus. 


"One of the four tenets of the honor code cites 
'Responsible Environment Stewardship,' yet in its 
everyday practices [the college] ignores it," Morrison 
said. He added that there currently are many reasons 
to be hopeful. "In the past year, a plethora of environ
mentally focused organizations have arisen and old 
ones continue." 


Environmentally focused organizations on cam
pus include Farms to K College, a group trying to 
get local food into the cafeteria, the Energy Group, 
D.I.R.T., Renewable Turf, the Green Hicks Group, the 
Recycling Department and the Sustainable Living
Learning Housing Unit. 


Regional berth for Buzz 
Continued from page 1. 


by their schools. 


Despite the harsh realities of funding, the team still 
revels in their fairy-tale nature. "Yeah, we're a Cinderella 
story," said Matt Love, K '07, with a smirk. 


Love mentioned that the team was denied the right to 
use the K Hornet as a logo. He didn't add that the drawing 
of the mascot that was submitted showed the insect using an 
illicit substance-a fellow teammate reminded !Urn. 


There is something immediately approachable about 
the members of the Frisbee team. They are atIl1etes without 
the attitude, guy's guys that are out to have fun and do well 
in the process. 


'There are a fair nwnber of people who come out here 
just to play," said Elliot Paquette, K '09. "We're less formal 
than other teams." 


For now, the Frisbee team is content to meet on the 
football field Tuesdays and Thursdays at 4:00 p.m., dili
gently practicing and avoiding notoriety, despite their obvi
ous success. 


This weekend, they head to regionals. According to 
Russel Becker, K'09, "We're pwnped about it." 


MCAT L t G AT DAT 







6 The Index 


THE WEEK AHEAD 


TH U RSDAYApril27 SU N DAYApril30 
1:30 P.M., Wellspring Theater - Pianist David Owen Norris presents a 


"Gilmore Festival Fringe Concert;" Norris, a former Gilmore artist, will per
form and discuss the unusual piano improvisations of Edward Elgar; ~10 


admission 


8 P.M., Dungeon Theater - Senior Performance Series; an evening of one
act plays directed by Kalamazoo College seniors; ~5 admission 


8 P.M., Olmsted Room (LAC) - "On the Considerations of Life," a panel 
on biodiversity with Kalamazoo College, Western Michigan University and 
Nature Conservancy representatives Ann Fraser, Cybelle Shattuck, Ahmed 
Hussen, Steven Kohler, and John Legge 


FRIDAYApril28 
9 AM., Stowe Stadium - Men's Tennis hosts the MIAA Championships 


11 AM., Stetson Chapel - Holocaust Remembrance Program, hosted by 
the Kalamazoo College Jewish Student Organization 


12 P.M., Civic Auditorium - "Ron di Salvo, A Tribute to 'Kind of Blue;'" five 
jazz artists join with drummer Jimmy Cobb, the only living member of the 
Miles Davis group; ~12 admission 


6 P.M., Borgess Health and Fitness Center - "Borgess Run for the Health 
of it;" kids fun run and motivational mile; ~5-~25 entry fee 


8 P.M., Dalton Theater (LAC) - "Asiafest: Road Trip Through Asia," a cel
ebration of Asian culture including music, dance, and demonstrations 


SATURDAYApril29 
8:30 A.M., Borgess Health and Fitness Center - "Borgess Run for the Health 


of it;" 5K run, 5K judged race/walk, 5K Have a Heart Walk Fundraiser for Heart 
Researcher; ~5-~25 entry fee 


9 A.M., Stowe S.tadium - Men's Tennis hosts the MIAA Championships 


1 P.M., Woodworth Field - Men's Baseball hosts Adrian (doubleheader) 


1 P.M., Softball Field - Women's Softball hosts St. Mary's College (double
header) 


6 P.M., First Baptist Church 015 W. Michigan Ave.) - "All Ears Theater Live 
Performance: Rapunzel" 


8 P.M., Kalamazoo State Theater - "Twista," the multi-platinum and Grammy
nominated rapper, performs live on stage; tickets ~30; for more information call 
(269)345-6500 


8 P.M., Dalton Theater (LAC) - ~Asiafest: Road Trip Through Asia," a celebra
tion of Asian culture including music, dance, and demonstrations 


11 AM., Cabana Bar & Grill (2747 S. 11th Street) - "Sunday Jazz Brunch;" 
come and enjoy live jazz music presented by local favorite Don Neal. Cabana's 
Sunday Brunch includes a full-service omelet and waffle station, carving sta
tion and fresh fruit; ~14.95 per person 


2 P.M., Dungeon Theater - Senior Performance Series; an evening of one
act plays directed by Kalamazoo College seniors; ~5 admission 


MON DAY April 31 
7 P.M., Dewing Hall Room 103 (LAC) - "Chiapas Media Project;" Alexandra 


Halkin, director of the project, discusses its genesis and shares documentaries 
that have resulted from the project 


T U E S DAY May 1 
no P.M., Wellspring Theater- Pianist Robert Levin presents a "Gilmore Festival 


Fringe Concert," including fellow pianists John Harbison and Henri Dutilleux 


8 P.M., Chenery Auditorium - Pianist Ingrid Filter, a 2006 Gilmore Artist 
forms classical music live on stage; tickets ~15-~3S ' 


WED N E S DAY May 2 
2 P.M., Woodworth Field - Men's Baseball hosts Alma College (d 


7 P.M., Olmsted Room (LAC) - "Cover the Uninsured Week," a lecture 
Lucinda Stinson of the Family Health Center on the escalating U.s. problem of 
sons who cannot afford health insurance 


Thurs. April 27 @ 8PM 
Sun. April 30 @ 2PM 


Mud 
Directed by 
Jess Stuenkel 


Keep Tightly 
Closed In a 
Cool Dry Place 
Directed by 
Trent Pancy 


, ,*",01 IhCliftee 


Thurs. ~ay 4 @ 8PM 
Sun. ~y 7 @ 2PM 


The Medea 
Project 


DIrected by 
Lauren RussO 
liz Goodson 


·**!daturc Subjcct !dattcr alld Adult Lallgua,c·" 


Dungeon Theatre * Tickets $5 at the door 
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ky Number Slevin 


I its construction, only to revel in 
Irnmr,lpj'p demolition by the film's 


but struggle to find some sem
of what once was. 


After an opening salyo of bul
"Lucky Number Sleyin" prop
begins when a hapless traveler 


pproached by a wheelchair-bound 
(Bruce Willis). who wants to 


him a tale, related via flashbacks, 
a family's massacre followrng a 
day at the racetrack It all has to 
with something called a "Kansas 
, Shu me," which turns out to be 


for calculated misinformation. 
ber that, and ) ou' II have the 


to the next 90 minutes of narra-


The latest from "Wicker Park" 
Paul McGuigan, "Lucky 


Slevin" is smart. Very smart. 
to be smart with the reflexive 


of a Tarantino film, and for the 
part, it succeeds, working as a 
thriller that entertains through 


I misdirection. 
-\. handsome young man named 
In (played with a snmk by Josh 


) Visits New York and is 
mistaken for the friend whose 


is his crash pad. Two teams 
hustle him out for meetrngs 


a pair of rival crime lords to 
the same friend owes money. 


(Morgan Freeman) demands 
and says he-'ll clear the debt if 


assassinates the 50n of his nem
he Rabbi (Ben Kingsley). Slenn 


weighing his options \~hen the 
I's Hassidlc henchmen haul him 
) meet their boss, who also wants 


payback. 


The beleaguered Slevin tries to fig
ure it all out with the help of his dead
beat (and likely dead) friend's neighbor, 
Lindsey (Lucy l;iu). who also happens 
to be a coroner. In the meantime, Willis 
reappears; it turns out he's a notorious 
hit man named Goodkat who's play
ing the Boss and the Rabbi against 
each other for reasons we'll learn later 
An intimated detective (Stanley Tucci) 
joins the fray when he starts trailing 
Slevin, and so the plot thickens like 
boiling oatmeal. 


At first "Lucky Number Slevin" 
plays like a case of mistaken iden
tity, throwing in new twists as ver
tigrnous as the eye-blinding wallpaper 
that decorates each new set. Elaborate 
production designs seem constructed 
to deceive, and the dialogue, with its 
knowing references to II itchcock and 
thriller canon, implies that the charac
ters are in on the joke. It's stylish and 
it's fun who needs more? 


The only downSide to "Slevin" is its 
mid-film identity crisis when it begins 
answering its own questions. As the 
house of cards begins to fall, the movie 
grows some\\hat less entertaining. By 
the time the plot is revealed, what once 
seemed innovative has become less so, 
almost pedestrran. Ah, well, a little too 
clever for its own good, but it's a fun 
ride, nonetheless. 


"Lucky Number Slevin" is 
now playing at Crossroads 


Cinema. 
Running time: 110 minutes, 


Scary Movie 4 
Nobody does overstatement like 


the "Scary Movie" troupe, and that's 
an understatement. If there's a running 
gag to be stretched into a marathon, 
they're the crew to do it. That's really 
the only \\ay to lampoon most fright 
films, and the "Scary Movie" parodies 
inflate their targets' inherent sillrness 
to Hindenburg size before detonating 
them. 


"Scary Movie 4" is a run-and-gun 
lampoon of the "Saw" films, "The 
Grudge," "War of the Worlds," and 
"The Village" Anna Faris, the anchor 
of the series and its reliable highlight, 
returns as Cindy Campbell, a luck
less soul v.ho has survived evil VHS 
tapes and black-cloaked slashers on I) 
to become a caretaker in a haunted 
house 


The dim-witted Cindy doesn't 
notice anythll1g unusual about the 
house's elderly, near-catatonic occu
pant (Cloris Leachman), who keeps 
trying to send her eye signals that 
she's in danger. Overflowing tubs of 
dark water, gigantic wreaths of floating 
black hair, and a Kabuki-pale boy who 
yowls like a cat don't make much of an 
Impression, either. Cindy is apparently 
dazcd by the incessant blows she gets 
on the head, or perhaps the abundant 
supply of fast-paced one-liners. 


lIer blue-collared jock of a neigh
bor, '10m (Craig Bierko), stumbles 
upon some nasty alien tripods with 
deadly rays that disintegrate people, 
leaving their clothes behind . And 
before you can 'a) Shyamalan, Cindy 
has gone undercover rn a remote vil
lage governed b) Bill Pullman in 
\i\ldly phon) whiskers. Meanwhile, 
10m shares a basement with a lunatic 


survivalist (Michael Madsen) plotting 
a counterattack: "We'll build our own 
tripods .. with four legs!" Elsewhere, 
President Harris (Leslie Nielsen) 
demonstrates a re-engrneered ray gun 
at the l".N., disintegrating the del
egates' clothes. To top it off, a killer in 
a clown mask plots to trap everyone in 
a grungy lavatory and strap them into 
death machines. 


Director David Zucker (of the 
"Hot Shots!" and "Naked Gun" series) 
does a remarkable job of capturing 
the look of the films he's spooling. 
But speed is everything in a travesty 
like thiS, and many jokes loiter too 
long, such as an extended boxing joke 
featuring Cindy rn the role of Hilary 
Swank's character in "Million Dollar 
Baby" Once the body count begrns to 
rise and Mike Tyson begins to bite off 
one too many ears the scene should 
end, but it doesn't, lingerrng onscreen 
well past the pornt of laughter In con
trast, a gag in which Bierko stuffs a 
revolver in the waistband of his pants 
is a perfect little cluster of comedy. 
Last seen as Russell Crowe's thuggish 
nemesis in "Cinderella Man," Bierko 
proves himself a top-notch clown. 


The slx-year-old franchise sho\\s 
Its age, with some off-the-mark satire, 
but there are still enough solid jokes 
to outweigh the clunkers, putting it 
ahead or thiS season's compdition. 


"Scary Movie 4" is now 
playing at Crossroads 


Cinema and Kalamazoo 10. 


Running time: 83 minutes. 
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Holly C. Gillis 
Staff Writer 


The Phantom has been found 
what will return in the present. 


In what seems to be an effort to 
increase the number of great Broadway 
musicals coming Kalamazoo's way, 
Miller Auditorium opened Andrew 
Lloyd Webber's "Phantom of the 
Opera," on Wednesday, April 19. 


es for "Hannibal." The lines she created 
throughout this ballet filled scene were 
stunning and the emotion with which she 
filled each movement were unmatched 
by the chorus of dancers. 


John Cudio in the role of the Phantom 
of the Opera was the most impressive of 
the three principle characters. In a role 
where so often, actors add a thick layer 
of schlock to the music, his range and 
tonality were remarkable and true to the 
complexity of the character he played. 
Many times, especially in Phantom, sing
ers force their vibrato to exaggerate the 
operatic theme of the play. Cudio avoids 
that, using proper technique and keeping 
the character real by so doing. 


Carlotta Giudicilli played by Kim 
Stengel holds the world record for num
ber of performances in "Phantom" at 
3500 and growing. She has been play
ing the part on various tours since 1989. 
Despite her long· lived success in the role, 
she seemed too relaxed in the part, as if 
the challenge was gone. 


as Kalamazoo, musicals like this are 
a treat. One can attend a movie any 
weekend. Movies should be the the
ater of convenience but if the opportu
nity should present itself, live theater 
should be recognized. "Phantom" is a 
musical that many different types of 
people can enjoy. If live performance 
isn't attended it wi II die out. As the 
run goes on, the kinks will be figured 
out. In fact students who attended 
the following night came back over
whelmed with a new found love for 
the musical. 


The performance got off to a 
rocky start, almost IS minutes after 
the intended curtain. There were vol
ume difficulties and somewhat of an 
improperly timed spark to start the 
show. Following suit, the actors had 
difficulty deviating from the estab
lished, albeit unintended, course. 


The two breakout stars of this cast 
were M. Andre and M. Firmin played 
by Bruce Winant and D.C. Anderson, 
respectively. Each played to the comical
ity of their roles and the humor of their 
role as a duo. Not only did their person
alities blend but the timbre of their voices 
did as well. 


Over the next year Miller 
Auditorium will be showcasing Tony 
Award winning performances like 
"STOMP", "Hairspray", "Chicago" 
and Elton John and Time Rice's 
"AIDA", an amazing musical some
what overlooked by theatre goers 
today. Despite this rocky start, it is 
a more than worthwhile show and is 
only in town until May 14 so get tick
ets and enjoy this rare delight. 


Mary Danvers, · who played 
Christine Daae, was at the outset very 
pitchy and consistently flat. As the 
first act progressed, pitch as well as 
tone improved immensely. Despite the 
initial missteps musically, Danvers 
showed her true range as a performer 
during the first scene as Daae rehears-


Raoul, played by Jim Weitzer, while 
his voice is enjoyable and true to the 
character, Weitzer overacted the super
ficiality of the character. Raoul is sup
posed to be young at heart and somewhat 
impulsive but not selfish. His interaction 
with Danvers was sincere and profound, 
a reunion of what once was in youth and 


As the performance progressed, the 
voices and the acting improved. The sec
ond half was as mesmerizing as it should 
be. The twisted nature of the Phantom 
brought the audience to stillness while 
the growth of Christine from girl child 
to woman gave the audience a sense of 
hope for her future. In a city as small 


XuAmpact of sports on Chinese history 
Continued from page 5. 


tially unending responses. Guoqi 
thinks sports can help answer 
them. 


"Sports, perhaps better than 
other vehicles, offers a good way 
to study the processes of devel
oping national identity and inter
nationalization," he writes in the 
introduction. "Sports symbolized 
the broad Chinese determination 
to achieve national independence 
and rejuvenation ... sports as col
lective experience helps create a 
national identity and crosses the 
social and political divisions of 
everyday life." 


Guoqi pointed to NBA star 
Yao Ming as one example of sport 
as a facilitator for bigger issues. 


"He fundamentally changed 
American stereotype," Guoqi said. 
"Most Americans, before Yao 
Ming, thought Chinese are short. 
This guy's the tallest person in the 
NBA." 


Guoqi calls him a sage. In 
China, they call him "Chairman 
Yao" - a play on former com
munist chairman Mao Zedong. "In 
a country like China, Yao rules," 
Guoqi said. 


The NBA rules, too. In May 
1999, when the United States 


bombed the Chinese embassy in 
Belgrade, President Clinton apolo
gized to China, but the Chinese 
government was angry and 
wanted to protest the bombing in 
some way. Guoqi remembers the 
Chinese government removing 
NBA games from Chinese central 
TV; after which there was an ironic 
uproar. 


While protesting the bombing 
in front of the American embassy, 
students also chastised the Chinese 
government for canceling the 
games. 


'''The Chinese students com
plained bitterly," said Guoqi. '''Their 


argument: We hate American 
imperialism. We love NBAgames. 
NBA belongs to the world." 


Guoq i hopes to finish his book 
before 2008, before the Garnes. 


Whatever he chooses to 
focus on in the book - be it past 
Olympics, a love for the NBA, 
Chairman Yao, all of the above 
- he surely has a vast and unique 
window through which to look. 


Guoqi plans on being in 
Beijing for the Games in 2008, 
but he does not yet know if he 
will attend the events. He prefers 
watching them on TV. "I can see 
the expressions on their faces." 


Senior Performance Series 
Continued from page 1. 


finally sold her on the piece. In a 45-minute span, the play transitions 
through 17 scenes. 


Both directors found staging these two plays presented differ
ent opportunities and challenges. Pancy found "Keep tightly closed" 
to be a perfect chance to create a collaborative project by working 
closely with his three actors. '''This play was very collaborative," he 
said. "I wanted to let them (the actors) have their own say, and I think 
it worked." 


For Stuenke1, "Mud" was as much about personal growth as it 
was about presenting a quality performance. "I think being confident 
that what I'm telling them is the right thing was a big challenge," 
Stuenkel said. That problem was compounded by her sometimes 
tied tongue. "I think probably my biggest challenge is not being 
articulate." 


Letter to the Editor 
To the editor: 


Congratulations to all Frelon members and thank you for 
a phenomenal show! Performance aside, one of the most inter
esting elements of the show was the program that included 
two artist statements for "Bad Man" and "Would you ... " 


As frequenters of the show, we appreciated the philosoph
ical background and clarified artistic intentions to one of this 
campus' largest student-run collaborative efforts. However, 
as one of the strongest representations of the campus com
munity exemplified by the hard work of "over one hundred 
students who have been rehearsing since winter quarter," we 
were troubled by exclusion of artist statements for the 19 other 
dances. 


Why were these dances so blatantly privileged while 
effectively undermining the integrity, motivations, and expres
sion of the other 89 percent of the show? Perhaps if the text 
below "Bad Man" didn't awkwardly span nearly half a page, 
this year's program writers wouldn't look so "bad." 


The Frelon show could have offered an incredibly insight
ful program had efforts been made to seize Frelon's splendid 
diversity by representing the voice of each dance. In reference 
to Meridel Thomson's quote in last week's Index, a variety 
of statements may have helped the organization "unite acrosS 
lines of division." 


It was also noted that Frelon would be an attempt to 
"mirror the larger dance world in general," but judging by the 
descriptions for ·"Bad Man" and "Would you ... ," it seemed 
more important to present a solitary feminist mani festo sup
ported by gender research than to fairly represent each dance 
as meaningful and artistic. 


Frelon Groupies (David Siegel and Joel Hage, K'06) 
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Privilege a cultural construct Op-Ed Illustration: Student Rea~tions 
Jadyn Sanders 


Contributor College, the nation, and 
the world, to consider 
more deeply the effects 
of privilege. Simply 
thinking about those 
"privileged" in a situ
ation distracts us from 
the reality of discrimi
nation. If you have 
been fortunate enough 
to have never been dis
criminated against, it 
may indeed seem unfair 
to be considered privi
leged. Yet, the reality of 
the situation is that dis
crimination is alive and 
well, even if it seems 
that we have digressed 
to attempting to degrade 
those who have tradi-


3r Week 5 h W ek 
In his April 20 opinion article, Greg LaVoy 


defined privilege as "the notion that one group of 
people is inherently provided opportunities and 
advantages in American society because of some 
attribute." Although this seems a fine definition on 
the surface, he went on to say that those with musi
cal ability or exceptional intelligence could also be 
considered privileged, and thus defining any par
ticular group as privileged makes any discussion of 
privilege meaningless. 


Photo Illustration by Will Walkington. 


As one of those "privileged" with exceptional 
intelligence, I could write a book about the dis
crimination I've been subjected to in the culture 
of American public schools. The problem with 
considering intelligence as a privilege is that it is 
independent of society. That is to say, I would be 
equally intelligent regardless of my country of resi
dence. If I lived in a hypothetical "culture vacuum," 
a culture-free laboratory, my intelligence advantage 
would not disappear. 


This differs from the privilege afforded due 
to race, sexual orientation, or gender. To make 
an example, let us consider a Caucasian and an 
African-American male in the "culture vacuum." 
The only inherent difference between the pair would 
be that the white male would synthesize proportion
ally more vitamin D if exposed to sunlight. Yet, we 
never hear about such scientific niceties when we 
have dialogue regarding race. The fact of the matter 
is that, as LaVoy stated, there is a societal construc
tion that goes around skin color, and there are privi
leges attached to pale skin. 


tionally had the fortune to not" be discriminated 
against. afterward," and that the KHAN room was "the most 


intense, by a factor of ten." Although there was 
probably some exaggeration involved in the rooms, 
the sheer emotional impact of being oppressed gives 
a clear picture of why we cannot simply dismiss 
matters of privilege and discrimination. If college 
students can be moved to tears by less than an 
hour's oppression, imagine the consequences of liv
ing one's life in oppression. 


Those who passed through the Tunnel of 
Oppression last week were able to experience brief 
moments of the discrimination that the majority of 
students at this college have been sheltered from. 
I spoke with some of the students who had been 
"interrogated" at the College Democrats' simu
lated airport security about their experiences in the 
Tunnel. 


I would like to ask YOil, as citizens of Kalamazoo 


Several students reported· being "scared," par
ticularly by the rooms sponsored by Free Burma and 
the Kalamazoo Homeless Action Network (KHAN). 
Keenan Bailey, K'09, said that he was "crying 


We cannot ignore oppression, discrimination, 
or "privilege." We cannot explain away the realities 
of oppression, or claim that they must be ignored to 
have an unbiased worldview, as they are part and 
parcel of our society. 


Uncovering a personal voice in the feminist dialogue 
Nora Seilheimer 


Staff Writer 


As a begmning feminist I sat 
in my first Women's Studies class 
feeling like the furthest thing from a 
"sister." I entered the classroom and 
felt immediately smothered by ana
lytical stares from my classmates 
Something about their confident 
rejection of make-up, tight clothes 
and pampering intimidated me. It 
seemed dating a football player and 
wearing a short jean skirt to show 
off my new French pedicure were 
the two worst possible decisions I 
could have made. Walking with my 
head ducked into my chest fnr the 
first time in my life, I took my seat 
and sat completely still, not making 
a sound. 


We started the class by going 
around the circle sharing experi
ences in which we felt like we 


were treated dl fferently because we 
are women Like most class discus
sions at Kalamazoo College the con
versation Immediately spun into the 
deeper issue. I n the time period of one 
class r learned more about my class
mates than one does in a three year 
relationship. 


The woman to my left had been 
raped by her high school boyfriend: 
the woman to my right had been 
sexually assaulted by her best friend's 
brother; the woman across from me 
grew up being molested by her uncle, 
another was continuously beaten by 
her father whenever her mother wasn't 
around. Others shared stories of help
ing their best friends through abor
tions, or of a teacher who gave them 
a lower grade because they wouldn't 
play into their sexual predator games 
or of their mother who bounced from 
one abusive relationship to the other, 


only to find themselves stuck in pov
erty and confusion. 


The conversation spotlight flooded 
my desk and illuminated my stunned 
gaze. My classmates looked at me 
expecting a gut wrenching story of 
how my father would beat me if! ever 
talked back, or how my male volley
ball coach promised me playing tIme 
if I promised him the same, or at least 
some sort of blurb on gender discrimi
nation. Come on, you've got to ha\"e 
something. 


I opened my mouth with only a 
shortness of breath to sound. I had 
nothing. I sat there with my empty 
palms upturned and limp on the desk. 
This secret world of hate and brutal
ity jumped out from behind the sugar 
coating of my bubble and scared me to 
death. My fear transcended into tears 
that spilled into my lap leaving small 
dots on my jean skirt. I felt a warm 


hand rub my back as the professor 
excused my turn. 


Somewhere to my left I heard 
someone whisper, "That football 
player boyfriend of hers must beat 
her." 


To me rape and assault hap
pened to statistics, not to me or 
anyone I knew. They were words on 
pamphlets I was handed in my high 
school health class, scenes from the 
WB's hottest new series, unidentifi
able numbers. I had grown up with 
two exceptionally strong paren
tal figures who stressed equality 
between the man and woman of a 
marriage. I grew up with scabbed 
knees and greasy hair. My parents 
told me it was okay to sweat; it was 
okay to be loud. I was raised to 
belIeve in my immeasurable power, 


Continued on page 10. 
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Debunking discriminatory immigration laws: Bush's most recent proposal 
Krissie Wower 


Contributor 


I would love to agree with those who deny sys
tematic privilege as it actually affects people's real 
lives in the United States. However, after reading 
President Bush's new immigration proposal moving 
through the House of Representatives, HR 4437, it 
becomes obvious that we are still far away from real
izing legal or social equality. 


The fact that this law is even proposed is an 
incredibly harmful embarrassment; it echoes the 
atrocities justified through American Indian laws 
and pornography laws as they currently stand. I f it 
is passed, it will have negative effects nationally and 
internationally on human rights and will contribute 
immensely to further economic and social exploita
tion of immigrant populations. 


There are three major components to Bush's 
proposal. In the first component, "securing the bor
der," the Bush Administration "is ending the practice 
of "catch-and-release" by increasing the number of 
beds in detention facilities by 12 percent this year." 
"Catch-and-release" is a term often applied to hunt
ing animals; yet in this case, it is used to champion 
the indiscriminant incarceration of groups of human 
beings. 


Under the second component, "Strengthening 


Enforcement Inside of the Country," the legislation 
is supposed to "bring to justice smugglers, terrorists, 
gang members, and human traffickers" and crack 
down on businesses for document fraud of its work
ers. Oftentimes targeting these groups means target
ing people of color within these groups or people 
(mostly women and girls) who are the victims of 
trafficking rather than the perpetrators. It also avoids 
working to end corporations' exploitation of workers 
and instead, results in the criminahzation of work
ers. 


Finally, in order to correct the problem of swells 
of "illegal" immigrants, Bush proposes Temporary 
Worker Programs so that immigrant people can legal
ly enter to "perform jobs Americans are unwilling to 
do" and then "wait in line" for citizenship. Billed as 
a good solution for both the Americans who do not 
want those jobs and the people who are willing to fill 
them, this solution ignores systematic reasons why 
certain people are forced into dehumanizing work or 
why certain dehumanizing work even exists; it also 
reaps the benefits of importing workers for a short 
period of time, paying low salaries, and ultimately 
evading the responsibility of citizens' supposed equal 
protection under the law. 


Further, the proposed worker program is appar
ently going to ease the number of illegal immigrants, 
thus freeing law enforcement "to focus on the greatest 


threats to our security - terrorists, drug dealers, and 
other criminals;" at the same time, it rebukes the idea 
of providing amnesty to those who are in need of it. 


Perhaps we should redefine what "our" security 
is because last time 1 checked, I was not nearly as 
threatened by drug dealers as I was by men who traf
fic or rape women and girls. Perhaps instead of being 
so concerned with catching these "illegal" immi
grants, we should be concerned with international 
human rights so that we can try to ensure that people 
are not forced into exploitative situations in our coun
try. Perhaps we should work on making sure those 
exploitative situations do not exist (i.e. that men stop 
buying, selling and raping women, that all people 
have access to health care etc.). Perhaps instead of 
targeting men and women of color and calling them 
terrorists, we should be accurate in our definition of 
what it means to be a "terrorist" and include those 
who participate in the rape of women or those who 
justify wars that result in the murder of tens of thou
sands of people. 


Unfortunately, as 1 was looking up information 
on this law, I found many other indications of the bla
tant protection of white/male supremacy embedded 
within it. I strongly encourage people to take time to 
understand this law in full and to understand that it is 
a violation of equality and human rights on a national 
and international level. 


Personal voice/As a fellow woman 
Continued from page 9. 


ried your father?" she started. "I mar
ried him because he was everything 
my father wasn't." 


growth I financed 


especially because I was a girl. And 
because of this, as perverse as it may 
seem, I was mad. 


As we organized our action proj
ects for domestic vIOlence awareness 
month, I slowly felt increasingly dis
connected from not only my class
mates, but from the experience of 
women. To be honest, I didn't really 
understand what exactly I was creating 
awareness of 


Sure, I understood the techlllcal 
definition pf domestic violence but had 
no consciousness of its consequence, 
its variations or Its aftermath. How 
could I encourage my peers to become 
more aware of the world around them 
\\hcn I only had experience of tip-toe
ing around the Issue? 


At Ill)' breaking moment, I did 
w hat most lost young women do, I 
called m)' mother. After first thanking 
her for a picture perfect, calm child
hood, I den anded, now us an adult, 
the nt'lse M} Il'other, the onl} woman 
I " \ ever known tt' throw d bnck 
t .. rou h er t ~k oor \Hrdow whe I 


• e f'r t her 'leu Ke} at work, 
k nd halt red what ep,-,rat..d n e 
fr 01 know Ill!, 


"Do )OU \V nt to know why I mar-


My mom spoke for a straight 
half-hour about her abusive alcoholic 
father. Thirty minutes and the balled
up sIlence unraveled into a flat plaIn 
of truth. It was all laid out in front of 
me filling a new broad horizon, our 
broken silence. 


"Did he ever hit you, mom?" I 
as~ed with my fingers crossed 


"No, your grandma took a lot of 
the heat. .. " she trailed off. "Don't 
ever let her know that you know this, 
it would break her." 


"Mom, it sounds like she's alread} 
broken," I r~plted. 


[here has to be some reason my 
mother told me about my Grandma's 
marriage with knowledge of ho\\ It 
might affect her. After some time to 
wrap m) mind around this hidden 
piece of famll) history, the reason 
became loud and clear: my grandma's 
silence bothered my mother just a' 
mu"h my mother's silence bothered 
me Th· t pl !Ie call was a relief for 
the both of L. • not jLlst as not ler and 
a u I ter, but as fellow women 


I ~e next day 111 ..!ass I r. re 
our story "ith the c\as w itl' 01) head 
t-dd hogh. we~nng the mE hort ean 
klrt 


let's get to work. 


KALAMAZOO IS NOW SEEKING 
FULL & PART-TIME TELEPHONE BANKING 
SALES & SERVICE REPRESENTATIVES 
If yc u're cc.m,.. ...... ec tc. expandrr q ....... sterner relation hips alld !.are abol.t dOing 
what's I qt"lt for yc r custc-mer, we wart yo to J0U" 01 r Inn ")vat!Ve team t~C-ay 
We c.""er a wid .... range of Irdu.-try £lading benefits to bal race 
yo r If both at hcmn rd w,>rk. 


• SlL',,- d iOI r Averc..ce y R te With onliS 
• ( )1 pi h n'lv Bt.nd'b.401(K. P n.\ L l I A'slc-,tar ce r) fdr.' 
• ')t~ te of the Ar ec~ nOloqy. & Profe \ .on31 Work nn Atmospt"'ere 


'KP rt nee dentlfYII''\g ell t101 s fo" eXIc-tlnc cu ~omer~ and + ye 3r 
xper n rar lridt Wit ~erdt po w~llet.3jkngcnt>, " 


National City 
1-800-605-J08S 


www.nationalcity.greatjob.net 
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THE BUZZ ON SPORTS: Detroit Sports Talk - Katie versus Rog 
Katie Coaster & Roger Garfield 


Copy Editor & Sports Editor 


11 


This is the first Installment in a series 
of exchanges between sports writers Katie 
Coaster and Rogel' Gmjield We hope you 
enjoy or at the very least, don't scoff at 
- their banter. We recommend you read it 
aloud 


Rog: Katie! What's goin' on, girl?!?! 
Katie: Rog, not much is goin' on. 


Unless you mean in the sports world. 
Rog: Ha! As a matter of fact, I do. 


Alrighty, let's get right down to it. This 
is an exciting time of year. The NBA and 
NHL Playoffs are kicking off, baseball's 
entering its second month, and the NFL 
Draft is on Saturday. How pumped are you 
for that?!?! 


Katie: Not very, Rog. Not very. I'm 
more pumped about the NBA Playoffs. 


Rog: To tell you the truth, KC, I'm in 
your same boat. The NFL Draft doesn't do 
anything more than anger me each year. 
The Lions will without a doubt draft a 
player who will amount to nothing. Diddly 
freakin' squat Meanwhile, the 15 subse
quent picks in the draft will go on to be Hall 
of Fan1ers. That's how it always seems to 
go for the ones without a roar. 


Katie: I think you're most likely right 
about that, Rog. However, miracles could 
happen. The Lions' draft pick could actu
ally go the entire season without succumb
ing to injury and, if we're lucky, he'll score 


more than one touchdown. 
Rog: Touche. He'll have to be a differ


ent breed of draft pick, though. That's for 
sure. Moving on. Will the Pistons win the 
NBA title this year? 


Katie: That's not even a question, 
Rog. That's aliI have to say. 


Rog: Well, that's kind of how I feel. 
They're probably going to do it. But what 
if Rip's ankle doesn't hold up? What if 
Dwyane Wade catches inextinguishable 
fire? What if-


Katie: Rog, "what-ifs" aren't healthy. 
Rip doesn't need you to worry about hin1. 
After he tweaked his ankle Sunday night 
in Game One versus Milwaukee, all he 
needed was one commercial break, and 
he was right back on the floor. Talk about 
inextinguishable fire. 


Rog: OK, OK. But if the Pistons do 
end up facing the Heat in the conference 
finals in a few weeks, will Shaq wear down 
their front line? Remember, Elden's gone. 
We don't have his big body to bang with 
the Big Aristotle anymore. What do you 
have to say about that? 


Katie: Rog, where do I begin? IfShaq 
ever was a tl1reat to the Pistons, it was 
before he migrated south to Miami, and 
most certainly before he became a senior 
citizen. He looks like a big, stupid thumb. 


Rog: A tlmmb? Shaq doesn't look like 
a tl1umb! He's a handsome man. I love hin1. 
He's the best interview in sports, bar none. 
And I just boUght his sandals! You know, 
the ones with tl1e big Shaq logo on them? 


They're kinda fly. 
Katie: He's huge, he's slow, and he 


requires Icy Hot to move down the court. 
Rog: Is that why M's a thumb? 
Katie: Seriously, Rog. Take a look at 


him next time you're watching him, sit
ting in your Miami Heat sandals, being a 
hypocritical Pistons fan. And I guarantee 
all you'll see is a big thumb. 


Rog: The "ThlU1).b Theory" can rest. 
But to call my Pistonshood into question? 
That's ludicrous, that's a flat-out joke, 
that's absurd. By Owning Shaq's sandals 
- which are mighty comfy, by the way 
- I don't claim to be a Heat fan in any 
way. Moreover, I've already declared that, 
if and when the Pistons play the Heat in a 
series, I plan to go barefoot. Suck on that 
thumb. 


Katie: OK, Rog. Enjoy your comfy 
sandals. But know th~t they're probably 
only comfy because they're orthopedic. 


Rog: Ouch! Burn! You got me. 
Meanwhile, if! may shift gears, the Tigers 
have begun their 2006 season quite encour
agingly. Will their winning ways continue? 


Katie: Hmm. I have been a skeptic 
about the Tigers in the past, mainly because 
they've never given me a reason not to be. 


Rog: Hold up for just one second. 
You must not be a product of the year 1984 
- the year I was born, when the Tigs won 
the World Series! And ever since, every 
Detroiter begins each season beaming with 
optimism. Your pessimism is uncharacter
istic of a Detroiter. Sadly, I can't say it's 


unjustified. 
Katie: Yeal1, that was before my tin1e. 


But in my experience, optimism about the 
Tigers seems to run the same course as 
optimism about the Lions. Nowhere but 
down. 


Rog: Jeez, that's harsh. But pain
fully true. I just hope the Tigers can sustain 
enough winning to make their September 
games meaningful. Even if they're nipping 
at the buds of the frontrunners for a pen
nant, that would make the season a success
ful one. So what about the Red Wings? 


Katie: Well, they had a great regular 
season. I'm inclined to believe that they 
can pull through against tl1e Oilers, if tl1eir 
exciting Game One win is any indication. 


Rog: I watched Game One, and 1 
genuinely tried to engage myself in the 
proceedings, but I just couldn't. Since the 
lockout, I have not been a fan of hockey 
whatsoever. I don't know what it will take 
for that to change. 


Katie: What if the Red Wings win it 
all? 


Rog: "What-ifs" are unhealthy, Katie. 
You said so yourself But you're right. I 
suppose I could become interested. 1 guess 
it all depends on what bar I'm in. You com
ing with me? 


Katie: As soon as I tum 21. 
Rog: Thatta baby. Until next time, go 


Wings! Roar Tigers! Keep it up Pistons! 
And draft well Lions! 


Katie: So basically, keep your fingers ~ 
crossed. 


Baseball team takes one from Albion, falls to sixth in MIAA play 
Roger Garfield 
Sports Editor 


them from freshman catcher Ryan Bertiamin. 


One for four Not homble for a six1h place tean1 
playing one of the league's elite. But not where tl1e 
Hornets truly want to be. 


TIle Kalamazoo College baseball team (17-15) won 
the ftrst grune of a home-and-home series with Albion 
last week but dropp<-"<l its last three to the second-place 
Britons to fall to 7-13 and sixth place in the MlAA. 


The week began promisingly, as the Hornets headed 
to Albion last Wednesday and won 5-4 in extra innings. 


Freshman Justin Wamer pitched five innings and 
allowed four nms on five hits to tl1e Britons - one of 
t11e league's best-hitting teams. 


Freshman Steve Charon relieved Warner and hurled 
two innings of one-hit ball, picking up the win. 


In tl1e top of tl1e eighth irming, freshman second 
baseman Eddie Barclay singled in junior rightfielder 
Mike Moros! to put the Hornets ahead byone. 


Then., in the bottom half oftl1e inning, junior Charlie 
MacKinnon took the hill and mowed down the Britons, 
striking out two en route to his first collegiate save. 


Offensively, Kalan1azoo posted 12 hits - three of 


In the nightcap of the double dip, junior Matt Thieleman 
pitched valiantly, but the Britons were able to put together 
eight hits and score five nms. Sophomore leftfielder Jeff 
L('one had two hits of his o\m in the contest, but the rest of 
tht! Hornets' bats seemed to cool, as they only had three hits 
total. Albion won, 5-3. 


On Saturday at Woodworth Field, Kalamazoo came out 
confident, but Albion was ready. 


Behmd a 4-for-5 perfom1ance from third baseman 
Derek Tracy - who blasted two man1rnoth home runs and 
had 5 RBI - the Britons posted 19 hits and ran off with a 
12-3 victO/)", handing MacKinnon just his third loss of the 
season. 


Game Two was more of the same: Ten hits from Albion., 
just six hits from the Hornets (and four errors), and a 7-2 win 
for tile Britons. Junior Mike Leifeld had two doubles for the 
Hornets, but also picked up the loss on the mound. 


Coach Steve Wideen wasn't happy after his team's 
losses, but he did see some good t1ungs as well. 


"We showed Wednesday we can compete with the top 
teams," Wideen said. "And I think our bats are starting to 
come arOlmd a little bit. We're getting back to hitting line 
drives." 


Albion hit just a bit more of tl1em last week, 
though. 


"Wednesday, they hit the ball tairly well, but Saturday 
they were a little more locked in," said Wideen. "We hit 
tl1e ball pretty well, tlley just hit it a lot better." 


One Hornet whose bat is coming around is Benjamin. 
He had a gigantic week, hittmg 7-for-13 and upping his 
batting average to .383, good for fifth in the MIAA. 


Leone continues to create scoring opportunities from 
the leadoff spot., as well. He's hitting .396, which leads 
the team, and he is second in the league m total hits, with 
42. 


La~t sea~on., he hit .333. He says tl1e U11provement is 
due to patience. 


"It's been all about pitch selection.," Leone said. "I 
come to tl1e plate knowing the pitches I want to hit, and 
I'm just gOll1g up there and hitting the ball hard." 


Leone, Benjamin and the rest of the Hornets have 
eight regular sea~on games remaining. Wideen says tile 
team's goal is to get to 20 wins. 


They take on Adrian in a home-and-home this week
end. They're at Adrian Friday. On Saturday, KaJan1azoo 
hosts the Bulldogs at Woodwortl1 Field. The double
header begins at I p.m. 


.. 
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Photo by Christopher Peplin. 
Junior Drew Brown ducks 
to avoid doubles partner 
Dave Atallah's speedy serve 
in Saturday's tennis action. 


Tennis perfect in MIAA 
Brad Brinkman 


Staff Writer 


The men's tennis team used a pair of 
convincing victories Saturday over Coe and 
Calvin to extend their latest win streak to 
four as they head into the MIAA tourna
ment. 


The Hornets had no problem with 
their visitors from Iowa on the morning of 
Saturday, April 22, as they eased their way to 
a 7-0 triumph over the Coe College Kohawks 
(yes, that really is their nickname). 


Kalamazoo never lost a set in the 
match which was highlighted by junior 
Alec Kempster's dominating MJ, 6-0 per
formance at No.3 singles. Kempster teamed 
up with freshman Matt Riley to hand out 
another shutout to the Kohawks with an 8-0 
drubbing at No.3 doubles. 


Later in the day, Kalamazoo cruised 
to a 9-0 victory over Calvin College. With 
the win, the Hornets sealed a perfect MJ 
MIAA record and clinched the regular sea
son league championship. 


Senior Julian Seelan had no problem 
at No. I singles, winning 6-1, 6-2, and the 
team demonstrated its incredible depth with 
sophomore TID1 Hubbard's 6-1, MJ and 
junior Luke Marker's MJ, 6-1 victories at 
No.4 and No.6 singles, respectively. 


Marker feels that the team is com
ing together at just the right time, as the 
Hornets are preparing to host the MIAA 
Championships this weekend at Stowe 
Stadium. 


"We're like a train that has slowing been 
picking up speed," said Marker. "We've 
gained a lot of momentum heading into the 
key weekends of the year." 


The way the team has been playing 
lately, their opponentS might want to get out 
of their way as the Hornets attempt to roll to 
their 68th consecutive conference crown. 


Hornets dominate in win over Bulldogs 
Ted Magdzinski 


Staff Writer 
In one of their most powerful per


formances on the season, the Kalamazoo 
College women's tennis team (14-6, 6-2 
MlAA) blew Adrian College out of the 
water with a 9-0 victory, on Saturday, April 
22. 


Their final regular season match, at 
Adrian, ended up in a blowout, with all but 
one of the matches wrapping up in only 
two sets, many of them with MJ or 6-1 
victories. 


Both senior Rashelle Salimi and fresh
man Lindsay Zuhlke managed to "double 
donut" their opponents, and prevent them 
from winning a single ganle. 


After starting the season 10-1, the 


Hornets began to struggle throughout April, 
but finished strongly, winning their last two 
matches. 


lbis last win gives Kalamazoo a 14-
win season, topping last season's mark of 
13 wins - their highest total since the 2002 
season. Kalamazoo finishes in second place 
in the MIAA standings behind undefeated 
Albion College. 


lbis Friday and Saturday, April 28-29, 
the Hornets travel to Hope College for the 
MlAA Championship Tournament 


Junior Megan Fink thinks the team can 
eclipse the top-seeded Britons. 


"We've been practicing really hard, 
playing a lot of matches," Fink said. ''But 
we have to play stronger at the top. We really 
need to be on top of our ganles." 


Softballers win fIrst back-to-back 
Roger Garfield 
Sports Editor 


Amid a season full of injuries and 
short on victories, the Kalamazoo College 
softball team found two reasons to smile. 


The Hornets won two nail-biters to 
sweep the visiting Goshen (Ind.) College 
Maple Leafs in a doubleheader Saturday. 


In the first ganle, freshman Lauren 
Millar drove in three runs via a double 
and a home run, sophomore Emily Collins 
had two RBIs and the Hornets received 
two hits apiece from both senior Emily 
Schoolmaster and sophomore Melissa 
Moore on their way to a 6-5 triumph. 


Freshman Michelle Brittain pitched 
her way to her fourth win of the season 
for Kalanlazoo. 


Junior Amelia Barker-King earned 
the win in Game Two and also helped 
herself out in the 2-1 victory with an 
RBI. 


Junior Karman Hamlin had two hits 


ning run. 
TIle sweep was Kalamazoo's first of 


the season. 
Last Wednesday, the Hornets fell 


twice to Calvin, by the scores of 9-1 and 
13-0. 


Seniors Liz Dodson and junior Kim 
Juwong each had two hits on the day. 


On Tuesday, April 25, Kalamazoo 
hosted the hard-hitting Olivet Comets, 
and the visitors were unruly guests. 


They allowed the Hornets nay a run, 
winning 11-0 and 12-0 to improve to a tie 
for fourth in the MlAA. 


Kalamazoo's record is now 6-24, 
with a 1-13 mark in league play. 


Schoolmaster is 13th m the league 
with a .382 batting average. Brittain is 
second in the league in innings pitched, 
with 53. 


One final home ganle remains on the 
regular season schedule - a bout with St. 
Mary's on Saturday at I p.m. The MIAA 
Tournament begins May 5. 


With intense focus, 
up and hones in on 


Photo by Christopher Peplin. 


junior Lauren Trager gears 
her target in a recent game. 
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The future Hicks 
Nora Seilheimer 


STAFF WRITER 
Even as Facilities Management 


Director Paul Manstrom cut the last 
ribbon from the library doors, Presi
dent Wtlson-Oyelaran looked ahead 
to Kalamazoo College's next project: 
Hicks Center. 


The process has already started. 
During fall quarter and \\ inter break 
members of the Hick's Renovation 
Committee (HRC) visited Albion 
and St Mary's College. The student 
unions at both schools have recently 
undergone serious reconstruction and 
had sparked many HRC member 's 
imaginations. 


"We would love to take it down 
to the bricks and really have our 
students think outside of the box," 
Associate Dean of Students Barb 
Vogelsang said. 


Viewing Hicks as a blank slate, 
the committee put together a detailed 
list of priorities. Among the list of 
"must-haves" are a 24-hour computer 
lab, a relaxed, welcoming cyber cafe, 
moving and combining the Health 
Center with the Counseling Center and 
an extensive display of student accom
plishments. 


"Imagine 
that all of the 
interior walls 
come down; 
now, what can 
we do with it?" 
Vogelsang said. 
"Anything is 
possible." 


A I I 
areas of the 
building are 
expected 
to be com
pletely reno
vated with 
the excep
tion of the 
President's 
Lounge, the 
cafeteria, and 
the Wilder
muth Room. 
These three 


-photo by Caitlin Woods 


Misty (Jess Stunkel, K'o6)emhraces Randolph (Curtis 
Varouh, K'o6) in Joe Tracz's"Phenomenon of Decline." 


rooms have 
recently received extensive modifi
cations but will be given "facelifts" 
throughout the renovation process. 
Every area is expected to resemble the 
personality ofK. 


"We want Hicks to be unrecog
nizable," said David Council, K'06. 
"An outsider should be able to come 
into our student center and know 
exactly what K College is all about" 


Council is currently serving as 
one of four student members of the 
HRC. 


In effort to put this personal mis-


was filmed to insure that all student 
opinions be heard. The tape will be 
given directly to the architect once 
one is chosen. 


"It is my personal mission and 
our committee's responsibility to 
solicit student opinion," Council 
said. 


A six week progranuning phase 
is also expected to utilize a significant 
amount of student's ideas. In this 
progranuning phase architects will be 
looking for one-on-one contact with 
members from the student body in 


order to gather a detailed 
vision of exactly what 
student's want and need 
in a student center. 


"We cannot wait 
to include all student's 
voices in this discussion." 
Vogelsang said. 


W h i Ie 
plans are still 
fluid, a 12 to 
15 month con
struction pro
cess is expected 
to start during 


- photo by Jessica Bard 
In two years, students will look upon Hicks Center Lobby 
and see a space designed with their peers' ideas in mind. 


In addition to the 
two previous student 
open forums, a campus 
wide forum will be held 
on Wednesday, Jan.18 at 
4:00 p.m. in the Stone 
Room. All students are 
strongly encouraged to 
attend. 


the Spring of2oo7. If the timetable is 
kept, current first-years would spend 
their senior year in the refurbished 
student center. 


sion into action, Council and other 
student representatives held a "student 
ortly" open forum in the Quad Stop 
Tuesday evening. The entire forum 


Any ideas following this event 
can be emailed to sarent@kzoo.edu, 
with the subject: "Hicks Renova-
tion." 


New faces ofStuComm 
Aaron Aupperlee 


STAFF WRITER 


President David J. Council 
opened the first StuComm meeting 
of winter quarter with congratula
tions and welcomes. Elections held 
during the first week of this quarter 
brought back many familiar faces 
to the commission as well as a few 
new ones. 


New faces on StuComm 
include: Zach Ebling, Jullian Saba
tini, Lindsey Davis,AndrewTyner, 
and Michael Johnson. Sabatini won 
as a write-in candidate and joins the 
commission on an added seat in the 
Campus Life Committee. 


Sabatini was surprised to 
learn she had earned a seat on the 
committee and campus life appears 
to be a good fit for her. "I'm cre
ative," she said and is excited to 
begin working on the Hicks Center 
renovation. 


Zach Ebling also cannot wait 
to begin discussing the Hicks proj
ect. While sitting in Hicks, Ebling 
looked around and said, "Where we 
are sitting right now, will be gutted 
in a matter of months" and wants to 
be a part of its future. 


As an RAin Hoben and furmer 
football player, Ebling believes he 
is in touch with student life and 
very visible on campus. He wants 
to use his post on the Community 
Council, a forum for students, fac
ulty and administration, to present 
all sides to the StuComm table. 


Council characterized the new 
class ofStuComm representatives 
as excited. "Many of the newly 
elected Commissioners see this 
quarter as one of opportunity," 
he said. 


Those fresh to the StuComm 
environment will be joined by 
many veterans. Incumbents scored 
perfect in the re-election bids, 
all retaining their seats on the 


commission. Council could not 
help but comment that incumbent 
success rates in StuComm mildly 
mirror those in the United States 
government. 


Voter turnout rates for this 
election also mirrored those on 
the national level. President Coun
cil pegged participation in this 
quarter's election at approximately 
20 percent of students currently 
living on campus. According to 
the United States Election Proj
ect, conducted at George Mason 
University, only 39.51 percent of 
eligible voters cast ballots in the 
2002 election, a non-presidential 
election year. 


Council described voter turn
out for this election as slightly 
lower than normal. In an email 
he said, "One important reason 
that was out of our control: many 
upperclassmen did not receive 
campus announcements. We rely 
on those to communicate about the 
elections." 


The political culture surround
ing Student Commission also 
attributes to the low voter turnout. 
According to Council, voter turnout 
is normally low because the general 
population often does not know the 
candidates. 


He described the commission 
as essentially a random sample of 
20-25 people who represent all 
academic classes, majors and inter
ests. Normally during an election, 
ortly a few races will be contested. 
"It's difficult to expect a lot of 
students in a rigorous academic 
community to take a moment to 
vote under those circumstances," 
said Council. 


The commission begins its real 
work next week and the members 
consider the budget requests from 
Student Organizations. In the past, 
this has proved to be a contentious 
endeavor. 
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Name: Gwendolyn Sara Persons 


Birthday: 
May 17, 
1986 


Hom e -
tow n : 
Corahille, 
Iowa--near 
Iowa City 


Studies: 
Gwen is planning on majoring in Clas
sics, and is considering a minor in 
Religion. 


Activities: President of the Sexual 
Health Awareness Coalition (SHAC), 
working at the library 


K-Plan: Gwen hopes to study abroad in 
Athens, Greece next year, and is thinking 
of writing her SIP on the pagan influ
ence on the spread of Christianity in the 
ancient Roman empire. 


Dream job: Teaching English as a 
Second Language classes to elementary 
school kids. 


Gwen's favorite things in her dorm 
room: A print of the painting The Kiss by Gustav 
Klimt, her collection of "pretty boxes," her king-sized 
down comforter and her "secret" Magic cards. 


What she's passionate about: Linguistics, Classics, 
helping people (especially kids), vegetarian food, her 
family, and sexual health awareness. 


One thing Gwen would like to do before she dies: 
Learn an obscure, forgotten language, like Middle 
English or Armenian. 


What makes ber unique: Until she was five years old, 
Gwen lived in the residence halls oflndiana University 
because her dad worked for the school. She also visited 
a Navajo reservation in Arizona for a few weeks when 
she was younger. Gwen can read ancient Greek, and 
she used to be vegan. Her brother-in-law often walks 
around with a top hat and cane, and her mother works 
at a prison. Gwen was born unconscious due to low 
blood sugar. Also, she refuses to eat tomato seeds, 
although she does eat tomatoes. 


--Compiled b.v Jessica Bard. K '08 


Letter from 
Students, Faculty and Staff, 


Welcome to first Index pages of2006. We hope 
you had a wonderful break, and that winter quarter 
is going well so far. Give us a moment to introduce 
some of the changes occurring in The Index this 
quarter. 


New events, new pages, new stories 
Last quarter we included community events in 


our "Happenings" section to help everyone get off
campus. This quarter we're going to expand that 
section - first in an online calendar, and then in print. 
Our goal is to add four pages to the paper and have 
two full pages in every Index listing Kalamazoo 
College and Kalamazoo area events. Expect the first 
printed edition of the expanded Happenings to come 
out eighth or ninth week. 


With new information comes new content. 
The Index would like to add music, movie or book 
reviews, sports opinion or cartoons as we add pages, 
but we lack staff. If you're interested in writing for 
The Index come to our meetings, Tuesdays at noon 
in the Publications Office. 


Politics 
We have received some suggestions concerning 


the "Opinions Section." Mostly, these comments 


State of 
My Friends and Peers, 


The Index 
th e Editors 


encourage a consistent voice from the left on political 
issues. We agree. 


This quarter, The Index is looking for someone 
interested in writing clear, concise opinions from the 
left or liberal standpoint. Topics are generally decided 
in collaboration with the Opinion Editor, Joe Mansour, 
and could range from global warming to Mid-East policy 
to the War on Terror. 


Ideally, we would like a sophomore to step forward 
and fill this role. 


Class Deans 
Each class has a new dean. Their purpose is to 


provide academic support and to serve as mediators. 
How these new administrators affect our education is 
something we're interested in, both as students and as 
journalists. 


The new deans include: Zaide Pixley (first-years), 
Alyce Brady (sophomores), and Robert Stauffer 
(seniors). 


Thanks for reading. Again, the Index staff meets 
every Tuesday at noon. For now we're located across 
from the Mail Hut. Later in the quarter we'll be moving 
downstairs. Stop by with your comments, criticisms or 
if you want to write. 


Sincerely, 
David Nachtweih and Eli Melaas 


the College 


I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you all back and hope that you had a restful and enjoyable holiday. 
The first few weeks of winter quarter often feel like the deep breath before the plunge into the longest and most chal
lenging quarter of the year. Dark, short days combined with large workloads and a cold walk to class can sometimes 
make the next few months nearly unbearable. I would like to share some thoughts that may make the coming quarter 
something to celebrate instead of dread. 


First of all, Winter Quarter is the only time that you can sled down the quad. I'd encourage you all to "borrow" a 
cafeteria tray and slide down the hill with a large group of friends. I believe that the BSO, AS A, and Frelon all begin 
planning their Spring productions this quarter. Join up if you are looking for a way to get involved. The Student Activities 
Commission will be hosting Monte Carlo among other great events. Check the campus calendar on a weekly basis so 
you don't miss an opportunity to enjoy yourself. The Kalamazoo Hornets sports teams will be working hard this quarter 
and could use our support. Being an obnoxious fan is another way to relax. My point is that there are hundreds of ways 
to break the depressive stigma that envelops Winter Quarter. 


I'm using this forum to so aggressively encourage the celebration of our experience here because this is a tumultu
ous and emotional time in my life. I recently lost a close friend and classmate. For many of us, the remainder of our time 
at Kalamazoo College will be clouded by the pain of our loss. And yet I am so thankful that we can celebrate our friend 
because of all the memories. There were times where I chanced failure to get coffee instead of study; another time where 
I would have rather not risked expulsion by trying to break into the chapel bell tower; and yet another instance when I 
went to a concert while I couldn't afford the cost or the time. Yet, I'm so glad that I challenged myself and built a friend
ship with people whom I'll never forget. I'm sharing this with you because I implore you all to do the same. People are 
so much more important than scores, and the experiences you have will be with you so much longer than any grade. 


I wish you all the very best this quarter and encourage you to contact me or another member of the Student Com
mission if you have any questions, comments, or concerns. 


AI I the best, 
David J. Council 
Student Commission President 
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• Quad Stop fires up its grill once agaIn 


Roger Garfield 
STAFF WRITER 


listen to the ideas of any students hoping to improve the Quad 
Stop's atmosphere. 


"I'm very open to suggestions and comment~," 


For Ebling and other sophomores and first-years, the 
Quad Stop is a new place. For the upperclassmen, it's the 


revival of an old friend. 
After more than a year of hi be mati on, Kalamazoo Col


lege's on-campus hub for late-night eats and social interaction 
has returned in full force. 


The Quad Stop is back. 
When the school decided to undertake the renovation 


and addition project of the Upjohn Library, the books needed 
a place to dwell. Much to the chagrin of the faithful patrons 
of the old Quad Stop, that's where the temporary library had 
to relocate. 


But now, as the books have skedaddled back across the 
quad to the new Upjohn Library Commons, the old face of 
the Quad Stop has been restored. 


he said. 
The atmosphere during the Quad 


Stop's grand reopening on Friday, Jan. 
6, made him smile, though. 


Girls jumped up and down, 
dancing and singing, in front of a 
music video machine. A man in 
a bright green suit made balloon 
animals of all shapes and sizes. 


Quad Stop Hours 
Monday-Thursday 


8am-1 :30pm, 8pm-uam 


Friday 
8am-1:30 pm 


Saturday 
Closed 


"I'm so excited that we have it back," said 
senior Elyse Rapp, K'06, who now works 


as one of three student workers at the 
Quad Stop. According to Rapp, the 


Quad Stop plans on hosting more 
events - such as senior parties 
- to attract the students back on a 
regular basis. 


Food-wise, the Quad Stop 
offers much more than its upstairs 
sister, the snack bar. With the 


luxury of both a grill and a fryer, the 
Quad Stop features burgers, wings, While Floyd - the laughable, lovable manager of old 


- has not returned to duty, new Quad Stop manager Nick 
Dodge has plans for making it, once again, a campus hot 
spot. 


"I would love to see it as the student hang out," said 
Dodge, a recent graduate of West em Michigan University. 


A OJ blared beats as students 
worked up a sweat on the dance 
floor beneath a rotating strobe light. 
Students played pool and ping pong 
and enjoyed free sundaes and punch. 
And the place was packed. 


Funny thing - as offive weeks ago, the 
Quad Stop was the library. 


Sunday 
8pm-uam 


onion rings and French fries, to name 
a few selections. The popular panini 


sandwiches from the snack bar remain on the 
menu, as well. The big-screen TV is there, too. 


"I used to pick up my copy of the New York Times "It's nice to have our space back," said Karman 
Hamlin, K'07. "Hopefully, it will make this winter a little 
more bearable." 


Dodge intends to set up a stage where he invites bands 
to play and open-mike nights to occur. He's also willing to 


right there," said Zach Ebling, K'08, pointing to the spot 
where the balloon animal guy stood. 


All systems go ! 
Roger Garfield 
SPORTS EDITOR 


Almost two years after ground was broken 
on the renovation and addition to the Upjohn 
Library, the project is now complete. 


On Tuesday, Jan. 3, the large glass doors to 
the entry vestibule opened to the public for the 
first time, and the students ofK.alamazoo College 
poured in eagerly for a chance to self-navigate 
themselves through their new stomping grounds. 
And ever since those doors opened, the Upjohn 
Libi-ary Commons - as it's now called - has had 
a steady wave of studious, enthusiastic visitors. 


What's not inviting about this place? Each 
of its three floors offers an array of nooks for 
quiet studying, views that easily facilitate day
dreaming, state-of-the-art equipment, ample 
computer access, and comfortable places for 
students and professors to meet and converse. 


''That's really the concept of this building," 
said Lisa Palchick, dean of libraries and informa
tion services. It's called Upjohn Library Com
mons, she says, because in British lore, commons 
were places where people would go after dinner 
to talk and unwind. Now, with all of its new fea
tures, the library is a magnificent venue for such 
a vision. One key feature: the books. 


According to Pal chick, there are now 
approximately 300,000 books in all. While the 
current library took shape, and space in Hicks 
Center was used as a temporary library, students 
only had access to half of them. 


"Only 150,000 were identified as active," 
Palchick said while describing the labori
ous process of moving books out of the old 
Upjohn Library into storage. The active books 
were placed in the basement of Dewing Hall. 
Meanwhile, roughly 45,000 boxes of books 
were moved to the old Gibson guitar factory in 
downtown Kalamazoo. And it wasn't as easy 
as piling books into boxes and throwing boxes 
into trucks. 


''It's actually, logistically, very complicated 
to move a library," Palchick said. ''The books 
can't go out of order. Every book has to go in 
a box that's sequentially numbered." On top of 
that, each and every book was re-classified in the 
card catalog. Complicated, indeed 


Palchick wasn't the lone general in charge 
of the colossal project, though. She teamed with 
Tom Ponto, vice president for business and 
finance, and Paul Manstrom, director of facilities 
management, to help quarterback the project and 
maintain a timeline. 


"My biggest concern was that we stay on 
schedule and on budget," said Palchick. "Any
thing could have gone wrong to upset the project 
timeline - for instance, weather." 


As it happened, the winter of2005 wasn't 
brutal enough to hanker the production sched
ule significantly, and by the spring of last year, 
shelves were able to be moved into the building. 
By summer, the book retrieval process began. 
And by December of 2005, all the books were 
in place and the Upjohn Library Commons was 


We have 
ready to be unveiled to the Kalamazoo College 
community. 


For Palchick and her compatriots, the long, 
stressful ride ofp1anning and anticipation is over. 
She can now enjoy the fruits of her labor. 


''The most fulfilling thing about the whole 
project for me is that the students love it," Pal
chick said. ''To see that our planning efforts have 
been adopted - there's nothing more rewarding 
forme." 


Navigating the Commons 


Floor 1-Features; Beaner's coffee shop: 
self check-out at the circulation desk (thanks to 
the new radio fremiency ill chips in each and 
every book)- reference desks: librarians' offices: 
reference collection (which includes ancient 
copies of the Index): help desk: media services: 
computer training room: and a media wing on 
the southwest side of the building with video 
and audio production rooms and a center for 
new media design. 


Outside, on the north side of the building, 
is a brick walkway and the makings of a garden 
set to bloom in the spring. The library plans on 
putting tables and chairs out there in the spring 
for students to study, socia1ize, or simply marvel 
at the beautiful rhododendrons. 


Floor 2 - Features; The reading room. 
equipped with two fireplaces and green lights 
with electrical outlets at every desk: one group 
study room: two media rooms: six collaborative 


a library! 
work stations with computers - two of them with 
additional media capability (DVO. VHS, etc .. .): 
current periodicals and bound periodicals: gen
eral collection of books. 


The rosettes which grace the two fireplaces 
in the reading room are actually .taken from 
the exterior of the old building. Along with the 
stairwell thatwinds its way behind the elevators, 
those are the only components that still remain 
from the old Upjohn. 


Floor 3 - Features; Nine classrooms -
including one which serves as the current writing 
center, and one which houses video conferencing 
capabilities: oversize books (mainly art books): 
one group study room: two collaborative work 
stations: general collection of books. 


The A.M. Todd Rare Book Room holds 
2,700 volumes ofrare books which were kept 
at the state library in Lansing during the move. 
Also on the third floor are the college archives, 
which house, according to Palchick, "all the 
college's history." Looking for old financial 
ledgers, blueprints, or yearbooks dating back to 
l833? Go ahead and mosey around. It's open to 
all students. 


Throughout the building; There are 56 
computers - 32 of them with identical software 
capabilities of those computers in the labs .. . The 
resplendent staircase that connects floor one to 
floor three in the middle of building is, in fact, 
granite - not marble ... There is also wireless 
connectivity throughout the building, even, we 
think, in the bathrooms. 
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Chapel Chat: Gather Around the Fire 


It's been pretty gloomy in Kalamazoo lately: clouds 
pulled down like blinds. Being from Minnesota, I kno\\ 
I shouldn't complain, but I will anyhow. 


opportunity to gather around with others, watching, chat
ting, and taking ti me. 


In our Friday morning "bonfires" we continue to hear a 
number of voices, inviting us to pay attention to the vision 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., to ourselves as we suffer from 
"The Imposter Syndrome," to our dogs who teach us how to 
live in the doldrums, to a Palestinian Muslim woman, to DI 
Seuss. We continue to take time in our chapels to interact 
with that which is prcsented. 


issues and decisions. On Sunday Jan. 15 we're fortunate 
to have Bonnie Allen, head of an internatIOnal program 
on healing and the law facilitating a retreat/workshop on 
making decisions. And on Thursday lunchtimes, we'll 
have a faculty/staff member sharing about a time when 
they've had a tough decision to make, followed by discus
sion. On three Wednesdays throughout the quarter, a panel 
of experts (faculty and members of the community) will 
address the intersection of religion with burning issues 
like politics, sexuality, and knowledge. 


I found myself thinking about what life must have 
been like for our forbears in the days before central heat
ing and artificial lights we can flip the switch on. Winters 
in the sod house or the castle must have dragged on end
lessly. Or what about the days before humanity found out 
the secret offire: imagine what a breakthrough it was for 
people who could cook, see, warm themselves, make pots, 
melt snow, and protect themselves from wild animals. 


We are also "gathering round the fire" in some small 
group activities: continuing our Women's Spirituality 
Group, adding a Staff Women 's Spirituality Group, aMen's 
Spirituality Group, and a mixed group called "The Mean
ing of Life, Cookies and Knitting (not necessarily in that 
order)." On Sunday evenings we continue our reflection 
and meditation from a variety of traditions - a time for 
quiet and warmth in a circle at the front of Stetson chapel. 


Finally, we gather round a slightly more literal fire. 
The "cavern" - our name for the chapel offices, has 
added a couple of Full Spectrum Lights to the usual cook
ies, chocolate, and Kleenex. It's open most aftemoons 
and many evenings. 


For us, fire is not a matter of life and death. If I 
struggle to light a fire, it's a smoky nuisance but not 
much more. But a fire can be such a cheerful center in 
a fireplace, a wood stove, on a beach. It's a wonderful 
thing to sit with a group of folks watching the flames. 
chatting, just taking time. 


We also focus on fire this quarter in terms of burning 


Come, gather round the fire; don't let the gloomy 
skies or your frantic schedule leave you alone in the 
cold. Our chapel programs for winter quarter are this: an 


Uncensored spirituality opens quarter's Chapel 
Kale C Thomas 
FEATURES EDITOR 


Stones and strategic pauses for reflec
tion punctuated Chaplain Mary Ellen 
Ashcroft's interactive talk in chapel on 
Friday, provoking discussion about spiri
tuality's influence on peoples' lives. 


Ashcroft hopes to alleviate the 
pressures of religion and encourage student 
spirituality. "My goal, in terms of spiritual 
development at K, is to strive for authentic
ity, freedom of expression, and bringing our 
whole selves, unedited," she said. 


But, "the fear-mongering manipula
tive fact of religion is toxic," Ashcroft 
said. "One thing that can get in the way of 
spiritual freedom can be the pressure to be 
good. Another can be fear." 
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A little girl in Washington State 
during the Cuban Missile Crisis, Ashcroft 
attempted to allay her fear of war by 
praying nightly to a greeting card with a 
"friendly Jesus" holding a glow-in-the
dark cross. "Fear was my closest compan
ion," she said. "It tugged on my pink: dress, 
on my choir robe." 


But life is not just pink: dresses 
and choir robes. 


Sometimes people get angry. "Some 
of our best prayers are sometimes when we 
are angry with God," she said. 


Ashcroft recited some of the 
"real responses" to life found in the Book 
of Psalms. "The Psalms are unabridged, 
uncensored," she said of the myriad emo
tions evoked in the verses. 


The chaplain encouraged the 35 audi-


ence members to bring the reality of who 
they are to God. "There's something to be 
said for putting ourselves on the table," she 
said. "It lets God meet us in the reality of 
our pain, the depths of our anger." 


Writer in Residence Di Seuss reflected 
on the first time in her career when she felt 
like she could finally express anything to 
God, ranging from rage to sexuality to 
awe. This feeling came after a client said 
to her, "You can get angry with God, he 
can take it." 


After ten minutes of small-group 
discussion, Ashcroft explained how her 
idea of prayer has broadened over time. 
She even considers going for a walk a form 
of prayer because "it means just being, 
noticing my surroundings, and aware-
ness." 
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The forgotten minorities of China, part one 


Joe Mansour 
OPINIONS EDITOR 


This article is the first of two on 
China's ethnic minorities. The second on 
the Uyghur, will run next week. 


in China, comprising approximately 91 
percent of the population. The Han name 
derives from the Han dynasty of ancient 
imperial China, which reigned from 206 
B.C. - 220 A.D. and has had an effect on 


ment for official recognition each year. 
They include such disparate peoples as 
Tibetans, Mongols, Manchus, Koreans, 
Hui (Chinese MuslIms), Dai, Uyghur, 
and Kazaks. 


the name) Qing dynasty that oversaw the 
conquest of Tibet, Mongolia, and Xinji
ang along with bringing their homeland 
of Manchuria under the control of their 
empire. Thus, when the Qing dynasty fell 
and the Republic of China rose from the 
ashes in 1912, the new China kept the 
conquered lands of the Qing era. 


East Asian civilization similar to the affect China's ethniC minorities are over-
To most Western observers, Chinese 


society is extremely homogenous, both 
ethnically and culturally. This view was 
cemented in the minds of many Ameri
cans because their first experience with 
China was during then President Richard 
Nixon's historic visit to China in 1972. At 
the time China was being wracked by Mao 
Zedong's pet project, the Cultural Revolu
tion, and every Chinese was wearing the 
same drab gray Mao suit and bicycling to 
work. However this view of a homogenous 
and united Chinese society was not true 
then or now. 


of the Rome Empire has had in the west. whelming concentrated on its border-
Recognizing that 91 percent is an regions and these regions are relatively 


overwhelming majority, there is much under-populated. These border areas are 
difference glossed over in the term, Han. conSlder~d strategreally valuable and 
The Han Chinese of southern China speak particularly in the case of Xinjiang, rich 
the dialect of Cantonese (Yue in Manda- m natural resources, such as oil. Therefore 
rin) which is as unintelligible it> northern China's ethmc minorities , while making 
speakers of Mandarin as a Frenchman is up a small port,i-on of..its-toJ~opulation, 
to a Spaniard. Aside from language, many live it) sparsel populated regions, where 
cultural differences exist amongst the Han they generally are the majority or at the 
Chinese. I very least a large minority. Furthermore, 


Perhaps the most well known of 
China's minorities are the Tibetans. The 
primary reason for the world's notice of 
the Tibetan cause has been its extremely 
visible figurehead in the Dali Lama who 
has vocally, although unsuccessfully, 
argued their case to the world. Next week I 
will look at an arguably more "important" 
ethnic group whose cause has not garnered 
the same attention in the western press. 
These people are the Uyghurs, a Turkic
speaking, Islamic ethnicity that lives in 
the oasis town.s that ring the Taklamakan 
desert in China's far northwestern prov
ince of Xinjiang. 


However, what about the other 9 these regions are considered extremely 
percent, the non-Han portion of China's important to Cht~l national security and 
population? Currently 55 (not includ- economic growth. 


When thinking of the Chinese people, 
most Westerners, think of the Han Chi
nese. This ethnicity is by far the largest 


ing the Han) different ethnic groups The Chinese state did not always 
are recognized by the Chinese state and control these disparate peoples, in fact it 
hundreds more are petitioning the govern- was the Manchu (from Manchuria, thus 


Tainting the Repulican Revolution's record 
Gregory LaVoy 


STAFF WRITER 
In early 1995, Republicans rolled into Washington on 


a reform-minded platform promising a great deal of things 
and, to their credit, carrying out a good number of those 
promises. But now, not more than a decade later, lobbyist 
Jack Abramoff exits a number of courtrooms and confirms 
to the country once again that corruption is indeed alive 
and well on Capitol Hill. How is it that in the legacy of the 
Republican Revolution, so many concerned citizens are left 
with a distinctly bad taste in their mouths and one question 
on their minds: "since when did it get so easy to buy off a 
Congressman ?" 


Well, of course, the controversy really isn't that simple. 
But by this time we all know that Mr. Abramoffhas pleaded 
guilty to charges of fraud, tax evasion and conspiracy to bribe 
public officials, in a scheme widespread enough that Time 
recently labeled him the "man who bought Washington." 


The issue at hand is not simply targeting legislators 
who have received money from Ambramoff or his clients 
- although that certainly doesn't look like a very desirable 
position to hold in the current climate - but rather the issue 
is whether services were rendered in return for those contribu
tions. At a time like this there are all sorts of allegations put 
out, some to score political points (i.e. Democrats crowing 
of widespread Republican corruption), and some for pure 
hype. The media is largely responsible for much of the hype 
and for buying into many of the talking points of partisans 
(similarly, remember how the Valerie Plame scandal was 
supposed to bring down Karl Rove and maybe even the Vice 
President? Let's all say "media hype" together now). At the 
same time there is real and probably widespread corruption 


in play here. 
To prove this, one needs to look no further than Con


gressman Duke Cunningham (R-California). Cunningham 
recently plead guilty in a separate instance to taking over 
$2.4 million worth of bribes from a defense contractor, and 
it was recently released that the former Congressman wore a 
wire in cooperation with prosecutors, which in turn may net 
further officials who have fallen from grace. In the Abramoff 
case, much suspicion has fallen on Rep. Nye (R-OH) and 
Rep. Tom Delay (R-TX), among others, for their close ties to 
Abramoff or the appearance that their campaigns may have 
financially benefited from Abramoff or his subsidiaries. To 
be sure, to see so many Republicans tied to these allegations 
certainly does not bode well for the Republican Caucuses on 
Capitol Hill, or the morale of Republican Party members in 
middle-America. 


However, for those people rejoicing that Republicans are 
finally getting what they deserve, a little less delight might 
be in order: Abramoff is a bipartisan issue. Approximately 
one-third ofthe legislators to whom Abramoff and his clients 
made contributions are Democrats. Indeed, Senate Minority 
Leader Harry Reid (D-NY) recently refused to give back 
over $60,000 he had received from tribal clients related to 
Abramoff, and both of Michigan's Senators, Carl Levin and 
Debbie Stabenow, have also received money from similar 
sources. Does this mean Levin, Stabenow, or any of the other 
dozens of congressmen and senators who received contribu
tions are in any way corrupted? Probably not. But this situa
tion helps demonstrate two points: (1) Democrats should get 
off their self-righteous soapboxes because Abramoff and his 
partners fooled a lot of people, including Democrats; (2) a lot 
of people will be implicated, put under suspicion, or generally 
criticized, but that really doesn't mean anything until indict-


ments are handed down. Indeed, that some Republicans are 
just as corruptible as Democrats shouldn't surprise anyone. 


Part of the problem is systemic: to influence the 535 
members who decide how a multi-trillion dollar budget is 
carved up each year, over 35,000 lobbyists are employed 
to make their clients' voices heard. Clearly there is a lot 
of money in the industry, a lot of money changing hands, 
and a lot of people to keep track of. At the same time, more 
"lobbying reform" might simply exacerbate the problem of 
adding more government and bureaucracy onto a government 
problem. Further, one shouldn't forget that Americans should 
have a right to lobby their government, and that lobbying 
is not simply exchanging favors, but more often than not, 
it concerns a group with knowledge of a topic providing 
information to a Congressman who cannot possibly be an 
expert in every field. At a time when it might be popular to 
jump on the "lobbying reform" bandwagon, I propose that 
the Justice Department and House and Senate Ethics Com
mittees continue to seek out those people who have illegally 
used the system. Reform might be needed, but adding layers 
of bureaucracy and regulation in a knee-jerk reaction won't 
solve anything. 


One thing the Republicans are doing right is distancing 
themselves as much as possible from this ring of corruption. 
Whether Republican or Democrat, the people who have taken 
part in this corruption should be sent to prison. Yes, we may 
recognize the axiom that "power corrupts," but something 
tells me that we should also expect more from our public 
officials. The most tragic part of a scandal like this is how 
it shakes the confidence of American citizens in their public 
institutions and taints the image of the plethora of hard
working, honorable politicians in service to their country. 
America deserves better. 
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A blue Christmas • 
In Bethlehem 


Aaron Aupperlee 
STAFF WRITER 


The little town of Bethlehem made 
big news during this holiday season. A 
Lexis-Nexis search for headlines contain
ing "Bethlehem" in major newspapers 
between December 23 and December 
26 yielded 31 matches, up more than 10 
from last year. Associated Press (AP) 
wire stories ran in the Grand Rapids Press 
on Christmas and the day after with the 
headlines, "Christmas spirit returns to 
Bethlehem" and "Bethlehem has a happier 
Christmas" respectively. 


a major newspaper serving all of Israel 
and read widely in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, published a story with detri
mental consequences to the celebrations 
in Bethlehem. The headline read: "Beth
lehem fears Zarqawi will attack before 
Christmas. Local children talk more about 
al-Qaida than Santa." 


rode through the he asked me if hat the organizers of a peace march in 
I knew why so many " r..::.:...:::::::.:;r::.=....:..:......,~::...1-..;;; whiCh I participated. "Just in 


people were wearing case," the man said. 
blue articles of cloth- The Palestinians do put 
ing. I looked out the on a wonderful show during 
window of our gov- Christmas and do so under 
ernment van and sure unbearable circumstances. 
enough, many people Only two kilometers from 


Despite the storie s of 30,000 visi
tors to the believed birthplace of Jesus, 
the crowded Manger Square and moving 
Midnight Mass at the Church of the Nativ
ity, another sensation colored Bethlehem's 
celebration of Christmas - fear. 


The report named Manger Square as 
one of the targets for the Christmas Eve 
attack. Bethlehem officials quickly clas
si fied the reports as unfounded rumors 
invented by the Israelis with the intention 
of disrupting Christmas. "It's the Israeli 
propaganda machine," said Zoughbi 
Zoughbi, a member ofthe Bethlehem City 
Council. "It happens every year." 


had on blue hats,jack- Manger Square, the drab, 
ets and scarves. grey concrete slabs of the 


Zoughbi explained Israeli security/apartheid wall 
that Zarqawi means (depending on which side you 
"the blue" in Arabic stand) rise 25 feet into the 
and many people air, transforming Bethlehem 
believe that by wearing from a famous grotto to a 
blue, their lives will be famous ghetto, according to 


-photo by Aaron Aupperlee 
spared in the event of a Zoughbi. And this Christmas, 
terrorist attack. I sud- Michel Sabbah, the Latin even though the only explo
denly felt very secure patriarch from Jerusalem, sions occurred in the skies over 


On December II, the Jerusalem Post, 


This year, the repercussions of the 
report were visible on the many people 
of Bethlehem who lined the streets and 
packed Manger Square during the Christ
mas Eve procession. As Zoughbi and I 


before going through the in my choice to wear Bethlehem as Palestinians shot 
wall for the first time. a blue blazer that day. fireworks from their roof tops, 


Later, on Christmas day, I was given a blue many wore blue, just in case. 


FINDING YOUR WAY A weekly column from the CCO 


on how to "Make this summer count!" 
Lori Smoker 
CONTRIBUTOR 


Wouldn't it be great to start your next year of college 
with a renewed sense of career direction? Now is the time 
to review your options before your class workload becomes 
all consuming. 


"So, what are my options?" you may be asking. Here 
is a brieflist along with the college services that can help 
you put your plan into action: 


Graduating seniors: If you want to begin working on a 
"transitional plan", something to do for three to six months 
before working toward.s a longer commitment, there are 
many options you can explore. You could pursue a tradi
tional summer internship, a longer internship (sometimes 
calIed "post-baccalaureate internship") or a short-tenn 
work/study/exchange program either in the U.S. or abroad. 
Seniors often decide to move to the same city as their 
friends and find temporary jobs and look for an apartment 
together. Often you can connect with alumni in your new 
city to advise you on housing options, the social scene, 
and good places to look for jobs. 


Juniors, soon-to-be seniors : Usually this coming 
summer is focused on your senior individualized project 
(SIP). Begin thinking about which department through you 
will conduct y"our project. Each department has different 
expectations for how these projects will be conducted. 
Identifying a department, and even a possible advisor, 


early can help you make the most of your summer research. 
You may also wish to combine an internship or field-based 
research as a component of your SIP. And, don't forget, 
you can complement your SIP work with a few-week foray 
working with an alumnus through the Discovery Externship 
Program. 


Sophomores, perhaps bound for study abroad next year: 
Many of you wiJl be preparing for your February study 
abroad applications, but do not be short-sighted and write-off 
what you can accomplish in the summer before you leave. 
A short-tenn internship, Discovery Externship, or even a 
local volunteer experience can give you some ideas for how 
your study abroad experience can be incorporated into your 
future career pursuits. For those choosing not to study abroad, 
take advantage of this time to find a summer position that 
will really allow you to apply everything you have learned 
in the last two years and commit to continuing your career 
pursuits in the local Kalamazoo community when you return 
to campus. 


First-years, returning home to the friends and family 
you left behind: Some of you may not want to venture away 
from home for the entire summer to pursue an interesting 
internship, but a few weeks working and living with an alumn 
may just help put this first year of college into perspective as 
you plan for how you want to design your K-Plan. When you 
have only one year of college under your belt, it can seem 
intimidating to apply for a prestigious internship, but don't let 
that stop you from looking within your home community of 


friends and family who are usually very eager to introduce 
you to their career paths. 


So whether you are looking to "glimpse" a profes
sional path, or dive right into the field, you have many 
options to consider. Researching and securing internships 
can take three-six months, so identifying some options 
now would put you right on track, Keep in mind that the 
college has grants that can help many people who may 
have to do an unpaid or low-paid internship. Funding 
programs are administered all around campus, although 
the Center for Career Development tries to have infonna
tion for all programs available for students by late Winter 
Quarter. If you're interested in a shorter experience, you 
can consider working with an alurnn through one or more 
of the anticipated 100 externships planned for the coming 
year. Half of your travel costs are covered and you are 
provided a small grant to help with other expenses. This 
catalog is scheduled for release Mar. 27. 


Internships, externships, campus summer jobs (more 
than 100 students remain on campus each summer), and 
post-bacc job and internship options, as weJl as a database 
of over 1500 alumni career volunteers, are all located 
online at: http ://kcollege.erecruiting.com. Peer career 
advisors are available Monday though Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m., to help you with your search, or you can schedule 
an appointment with a career counselor (0 devise a plan. 
Don't let this summer go by without testing your skills and 
uncovering your interests in a possible career path. 
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HAPPENINGS 
look back to 1959: a time of innocence, 
youth and discovery. General admission 
is ~18. 


9 P.M., Kraftbrau Brewery (402 E. 


Jevon A Caldwell-Gross K'04, Princeton 
Divinity School, Celebrating Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Event. A viewing and dis
cussion of the movie "Crash" will follow 
in Dewing Hall Room 103 and Dewing 
Commons 


Lakes region, inviting visitors of all 
ages to investigate ways in which this 
ecosystem of both national and global 
importance is being restored. Open 9 
AM. to 5 P.M., admission is free. 


7 P.M., Mandelle Hall Olmstead 
Room (LAC) - "Careers forthe Common 
Good," panel discussion with Shawn 
Tenny K'04, Suprotik Stotz-Ghosh 
K'95, Andrea Augustine K'oo, Rayline 
Manni K'97, LaSondra Wayne K'03, and 
Ronda Cunningham K'97 


FRIDAY 
10:50 AM., Stetson Chapel (LAC) 


- "Visualizing the World of Possibili
ties: What Would It Be Like If ... ," six 
Kalamazoo College faculty and stu
dents imagine life without the civil 
rights movement, Celebrating Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Event 


Kalamazoo Ave.) - Heavy Metal bands 
M.Sord, Hornet, Typhoon, Man-At-Arms 
perform live on stage. Admission is ~5. 


SATURDAY 
3 P.M., Anderson Athletic Center 


- Women's Basketball takes on St. Mary's 
in MIM conference action 


TUESDAY 
8 P.M., Mandelle Hall Olmstead 


Room (LAC) - "Water Usage in Michi
gan," panel discussion 


11:30 AM., Wings Stadium (3600 
Van Rick Dr.) - Public Skating until no 
P.M., ~5 to skate and ~2 skate rental 


AirZoo (6151 Portage Rd.)-"Naval 
Aviation Art," with paintings from 
watercolor and oil to ink renditions, 
cover all phases of the Naval Air 
program - from pre-flight school to 
combat - and is on exhibit from the ~ 
United States Navy. Open 10 AM to 5 
P.M., general admission is ~19.50. 


11:30 AM., Wings Stadium (3600 
Van Rick Dr.)- Public Skating until 1:30 
P.M., ~5 to skate and ~2 skate rental 


8 P.M., Kalamazoo Civic Theatre 
(329 S. Park) - "Over the Tavern," the 
Catholic equivalent of Neil Simon's 
Brighton Beach Memoirs. This wonder
fully insightful play offers a nostalgic 


Ashley Brenke 
STAFF WRITER 


8 P.M., KnockAbout Theatre at the 
Epic Center (359 S. Kalamazoo Mall) -
"Titus Andronicus," one of Shakespeare's 
most enduring tragedies. With its time
less themes offamily honor and revenge, 
it crosses generational boundaries and 
surpasses societal stereotypes. Call 343-
1313·for admission info. 


MONDAY 
10:50 AM., Stetson Chapel (LAC) 


- "Visualizing the World of Possibilities: 
What Would It Be Like If ... ," lecture by 


WEDNESDAY 
9 P.M., Kraftbrau Brewery (402 E. 


Kalamazoo Ave.) - The Shawn Bell Jazz 
Quartet performs live on stage. Admis
sion is ~5. 


Continuing Exhibits 
Kalamazoo Valley Museum (230 N. 


Rose) - "The Great Lakes Story," a hands
on exhibit that celebrates the human 
and economic importance of the Great 


SEX FILES: The Pro-Circumcision Argument 


Kalamazoo I nstitute of Arts (314 S. 
Park) - "Energy and Inspiration: Afri
can-American Art from the Permanent 
Collection," a selection of paintings, 
prints, drawings, photographs and 
sculptures by African-American artists 
that give focus to both narrative and 
aesthetic concerns. Open 10 AM to 5 
P.M on Tuesdays, wednesdays, Fri
days and Saturdays, 10 AM. to 8 P.M. 
on Thursdays, and noon to 5 P.M. on 
Sundays. Admission is free. 


2003 statement. a personal choice, causing them undue pain, or con-


The following is (he pro side of a circumcision 
debate held by the Sex Files colulnnists. The call side 
will be published next week. 


The healthful benefits of circumcision can extend tributing to genital mutilation. They may be worrying 
beyond infancy. The AUA states that circumcision can lead needlessly. I interviewed a 22-year-old circumcised 
to a decreased risk of adult penile cancer, and FamilyDoc- male who has never wished for a foreskin. He claims 
tor.org cites research finding that circumcised males have no sexual dissatisfaction, saying that the lack of the 
a lower rate of sexually transmitted diseases. Interestingly, foreskin's sensitivity "hasn't caused [him] any ill 
a 1997 study by Edward O. Laumann (published in the effect," he says. He also does not consider himself 
Journal of the American Medical Association), shows mutilated; at least, no more so than from anything 
that circumcised males have a higher degree of sexual "done to your body [as a child] - haircuts. little girls 
satisfaction and a lower rate of sexual dysfunction than [getting] their ears pierced, or even being baptized," 
uncircumcised males; in particular, the rate of inability to which have no "far-reaching ill effects," he says. He 
maintain an erection is significantly lower in circumcised also does not feel slighted for the practice being done 
men. Finally, even daily hygiene can be improved from without his consent; ''I'd rather be a circumcised 'neo
foreskin removal, since there is no place for excrement nate than a circumcised sixteen-year-old." he says. All 
buildup around the penis. things considered. he harbors no resentment for his 


Of course, many pro-circumcision arguments go neo-natal circumcision. and plans on circumcising his 
beyond pure health and hygiene. The circumCised penis future son. as well. 


Since the current rate of newborn male circumci
sion in the United States is still over 50 percent, and 
has been the "norm" fOT well over a century, there 
must be something about thiS practIce that encourages 
doctors and parents to continue it. The original argu
ment, circa nineteenth century, was that circumcision 
helped to discourage masturbation in young boys, and 
therefore sexual deviation and madness. This beliefhas 
long since died out, and in the early twentieth century, 
consideration turned to health and hygiene concerns. In 
fact, this is still the biggest argument today. 


In particular, circumcision helps to prevent disease 
in infant boys. The American Academy of Pediatrics 
(FamilyDoctor.org) states that circumcision can help to 
prevent urinary tract infection in in fants, and accord
ing to Richard M. Parker (PedsUroLogic.com). intact 
foreskins can lead to phimosis. a condition in which the 
foreskin narrows and cannot retract, or balanoposthitis, 
an infection of the glands and foreskin. The American 
Urological Association supports both these claims in a 


is now so common In our culture that it is often consid- While the rate has been slowly decreasing in 
ered more aesthetically pleasing, especially to women. recent decades, circumcision is still a highly common" 
A relatively important concern in the past was that the procedure in the United States. If performed well, it is 
uncircumcised schoolboy would feel awkward in the relatively harmless, especially when local anesthesia 
locker room. but with the current circumcision rate near is used, and has many healthful benefits for not only 
50-50, this may not be so much of an issue anymore. infants, but adult men. New parents should perfornl 
There is no denying, however, that circumcised penises further research on circumcision practices and talk 
are considered t "look nicer" and that many circumcised with their obstetrician about their preferences before 
fathers want thc same [N their sons. their son's birth. The decision to cIrcumcise may be a 


Many parents w~'rry 'l~ :ut forclllg their sons into difficult one, but your son will likely thank you for it. L-__________________________________________________ ~~__ _ __________ . ____________________________________________ -J 


, , . 







ISPORTS 
Hornets bulldoze Bulldogs 


Mike leifeld 
STAFF WRITER 


The Kalamazoo College men's basketball squad snapped a 
seven-game losing skid 'With a much-needed 73-62 home victory 
over MlAA opponent Adrian on Saturday, Jan. 7. 


The Hornets (4-9, I-I MlAA) fed off the energy ofa rowdy 
crowd, hitting clutch baskets and using their athleti
cism to grab loose balls and rebounds in their second 
home game of the season. 


Kalamazoo shot an impressive 53.3 percent 
from the field and was able to translate their offensive 


McCain ended the game in emphatic fashion, slamming 
home an a1ley-oop pass from junior Damon Krohn in the game's 
final seconds, sending the crowd into pandemonium and the 
Hornets to their first MlAA victory of the season. 


Junior forward Brad Brinkman led Kalamazoo with 14 
points, sophomore center Mat Kellogg added 13, senior guard 


Kyle Konwinski had 10 
and McCain added I I off 
the bench. Sophomore 
swingman Pat Clancy 
had 10 rebounds. 


efficiency into defensive aggression, holding Adrian B r i n km an, who 
to a meager 33 percent shooting. leads the Hornets in 


"Our 'D' picks up when we're scoring points," scoring with 8.7 points 
Kalamazoo head coach Rob Passage said. per game, thinks that 


"It's nice to finally be home again. The crowd Saturday's victory could 
really helped. It got the guys fired up and we fed off be a turning point in the 
their energy." season. 


The Hornets started the game with hot shooting "We've played a lot 
and were able to hold off Adrian's runs with timely of tough teams on the 
offense from some key bench players. road and winning a big 


With 7:22 left in the second half, it looked game like this at home 
like the Bulldogs were about to make a run when gives us confidence in 
junior guard Thomas Greer drove from the top of our abilities as we move 
the key and was able to finish a finger-roll basket into conference games 
over an Adrian defender who fouled him. Greer's for the rest of the season," 
acrobatic basket brought the energetic crowd back Brinkman said. 
into the game and was followed by a lay-up and two The H 0 r net s 
free-throws from freshman forward Henry McCain, didn't fare as well on 
putting the Hornets up 60-48. Wednesday, Jan. 4, as 


"1 got into some foullrouble in the first half and 1 they were defeated by 
Junior center Phil Weaver scores just wanted to help them out in the second," McCain Hope College, 86-49, 


said."Coachsaidhereallyneededpointsfromme ?ver Bulldog defender Mark Bohlen intheirMIAAopener. 
and I told him I could do it so I did it" In the Hornets' 73-62 victory Saturday. Kalamazoo shot just 23 


Adrian (6-7, 0-2 MlAA) made one more run, bringing the percent from the field while Hope shot 49 percent. Brinkman led 
score to 66-62 with I: 16 left, but the Hornets again staved off the the Hornets in scoring with 13 points. 
attack, countering with seven unanswered points. The Hornets will get another shot at Hope on Jan. 28. 


The Index 


K kicks past rivals 
Roger Garfield 
SPORTS EDITOR 


Although it's been more thill a month since the Hornets 
~'\vam competitively, the Kalamazoo College s'Wimming and 
diving team has to be excited after its last performance. 


The men's team finished third among 10 teams 
competing IA.'C. 2-3 at the Eastern Michigan University 
Invitational. Eastern Michigan took first and Wayne State 
University finisbed second. 


TIle big victory for the Hornets Cllnle over MIAA foe 
Calvin, which beat Kalamazoo on Nov. 12, 151-89. In this 
meet, however, the Hornets outscored the fourth-place 
Knights 382.5-364. 


"The team exceeded my e>;pectations," coach Kathy 
Milliken said on the teanl'S website, k-s\\imming.org. "It 
was an exciting and fun meet that left us all looking fOf'Ward 
to the remainder of the season.·' 


On his way to a fourth place finish in the 50 freestyle, 
senior Joe Waller clocked in at 21.60 for a season best - his 
first of three on the wcekend. 


Freshman Bobby Dekker had thn.-e season bests on the 
weekend, as well. His times in the 200 fly (1 :58.4 I, fifth 
place) and the 400 1M (4:15.83, eighth place) are tops in 
the MIAA, as is Waller's in the 50 free. 


The women's team finished sixth in the meet and 
received season bests from a slew of s\vimmers. 


Freshman Katie Stefl led the way, breaking Kalamazoo 
College records in both the 200 fly (2:10.25, sixth place) 
and the 400 1M (4:41.26, fifth place). Her 400 1M tinle 
leads the MlAA. 


The University of Michigan won tlle women's meet 
Next up for both teams: a quad meet at I lope College 


this Saturday, Jan. 14 at I p.m. The Homets will S'Wirn 
against Hope, Lake Forest, and Wheaton. 


Shooting woes, youth lead to Lady Hornets' loss to Scots 
Ted Magdzinski 


STAFF WRITER 


The Kalamazoo College women's bas
ketball team lost its sixth game in a row on 
Saturday, Jan. 7, as the Alma Scots defeated 
the Hornets, 75-55. 


Alma (7-5, 2-3 MIAA)jumped out to a 
20-point lead midway through the first half, 
but the Hornets managed to narrow the gap 
to 40-26 by halftime. Kalamazoo started the 
second half with a little spurt, cutting the 
lead to 10 points early, but that was as close 
as the Hornets would get. 


In the end, Scot sharpshooter Ashley 
Borcherding was deadly, going off for 25 
points, including 5-of-7 from behind the 
arc. 


Much of the game was sloppy, with 
careless turnovers from both teams. The 


Hornets accumulated 18 of them, which was 
far below their season average of 26.2 per 
game, but an amount that can still break up 
scoring opportunities. Alma had 17. 


Kalamazoo shot only 33.3 percent from 
the field, as opposed to Alnla's 48.3 percent. 
The Hornets had troubles with their interior 
scoring, and were frustrated by the Scots' 
defense. Free throws also prevented the 
Hornets from keeping the game close, as 
they made just 17-of-29 for 58.6 percent. 


In the loss, senior captain Jen Layne 
scored 21 points and pulled down five 
rebounds. Sophomore guard Therese 
Demres added 13 points. 


Coach Tes Sobomehin Johnson attri
butes the team's recent struggles partly to 
the youth of the squad. 


"We are a young team, and we have 
been exposed for our youth on a daily 


basis," said Johnson after the game. The 
team consists of four seniors, four sopho
mores, and three freshmen. 


"We just have to continue to build 
some chemistry, stay confident and stay 
in the game," Johnson said. "It doesn't get 
any easier." 


So far this season, senior Stefanie 
Salasky has been the team's most produc
tive player, averaging 13.1 points and eight 
rebounds per game to lead the Hornets. 
Salasky currently ranks eighth in the league 
in scoring, third in rebounding and eighth in 
field goal percentage; she's making nearly 
51 percent of her attempts. 


The next game for the Hornets will be 
this Saturday, Jan. 14, against Saint Mary's 
at Anderson Athletic Center. As of Tuesday, 
Saint Mary's held fourth place in the MIAA; 
Kalamazoo was seventh. 


r-~ .. ~~----------~ 
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Senior Stefanie Salasky, shown here, leads 
the Hornetsin scoring and rebounding. 
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Diversity survey results released with suggestions Poking fun fails to amuse 
Roger Garfield 
Sports Editor 


consIderable energy 'talking' about the importance of 
diversity, but that very little has changed." 


Aaron Aupperlee 
News Editor 


In January and February, two consultants conducted 
an extensive survey of diversity at Kalamazoo College, 
and the results are now in. 


In fact, their statistics show that diversity on campus 
has declined. In a study of 13 liberal arts colleges and 
the percentage of minorities in their graduating classes 
between 1997 and 2003, Kalamazoo saw the second larg
est rate of decline (14 percent minorities of256 graduating 
students in 1997; eight percent of285 students in 2003). 


Last week, copies of a new publIcation surfaced around 
the quad. In an attempt to poke fun at campus intensity, 
Mathew Duggan, K'09, and Eric Michaelsen, K'09, printed 
thirty copies of "Lux Esto, B-," their newsletter, and 
stood outside Hicks to distribute them. 


Hand picked by President Eileen B. Wi.lson-Oyelaran, 
the consultants - Dr. Nanette Lee Reynolds and Dr. Cami 
Zawacki - had what they called "strategic conversa
tions" with roughly 50 Kalamazoo College community 
members. Students, faculty, administration and staff each 
participated, and from their comments, Reynolds and 
Zawacki constructed a report entitled "Planning Principles 
for Diversity." 


While the survey focused on campus readiness for 
carrying out diversity responsibilities and received varied 
responses, the report offered extensive suggestions on how 
to facilitate change. 


Duggan and Michaelsen developed the idea for the 
newsletter while sitting on the lawn in front of the library 
on May 4. They used a British Auto magazine as their tem
plate and authored the five articles in about 45 minutes. The 
articles include a point-counterpoint between Duggan and 
Michaelsen about whether or not they are better than every
body else and an opinion about aborted fetal zombies. In that report, the consultants said, "Without a doubt. 


the most compelling statement, made by virtually every
one with whom we spoke, was that K College has spent 


"There is a need for administrators to acquire the 
knowledge and skills critical to infuse and imbed, includ-


Continued on page 5. 
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Continued on page 5. 


Sheehan speaks in Kzoo 
Elizabeth Porter 


Staff Writer 


On Tuesday, May 16, Cindy Sheehan spoke at 
Bronson Park in downtown Kalamazoo. 


Sheehan, the mother of an infantry soldier who 
dIed in iraq, has made a name for herself through 
her outspoken opposItion to the occupation ofIraq 
Her activities as a peace advocate were first brought 
to public attention last summer, when she cam,ped 
out near President Bush's ranch in Crawford, 
Texas, demanding a face-to-face meeting. 


Continued on page 3. 


First-ever Women's SIP Symposium Dancing to a global beat, day and night 
Chelsea Phelps 


Staff Writer 


Kalamazoo College will hold the first 
Women's SIP Symposium Sunday, May 21, 
as a showcase for Women's studies SIP's as 
well as projects from departments without 
symposiums. 


The event was created by four 
senior women - Kate Thomas, Tieneke 
VanLonkhuyzen, Luise Bamikel, and Jessica 
Pearson - who saw an opportunity to create 
an environment that both supports and high
lights women's academic achievements. It 
will run from 12 p.m. to 6 p.m. in Dewing 
103. 


According to Pearson, the major prob
lem that sparked the idea for the event was 
the lack of symposia in all departments on 
campus, primarily the Women's Studies 
department which spans all academic dis-


ciplines. 
"We took an interdisciplinary approach 


to planning the symposium hoping to cre
ate a sense of unity among women from 
alJ departments, and also to encourage 
dialogue between women from different 
academic fields," said Pearson. "While 
there is certairi.ly a large amount of women
centered programming on campus, we felt 
that there was a lack of focus on women's 
'academic' achievements." 


According to VanLonkhuyzen, the 
necessity for this event is in part due to the 
fact that women's experiences in academia 
are different from that of their male coun
terparts, differences which extend beyond 
the classroom environment. 


"Women are oppressed by men in 


Continued on page 2. 


Katie Prout 
Staff Writer 


Kalamazoo College, a school renowned 
for its international emphasis, will be host
ing it's ftrst ever world celebration. Broken 
into World Day and World Night, the 
International Student Organization hopes to 
bring unfarniliar voices to familiar faces. 


"It is not as much about stopping rac
ism as it is about celebrating diversity," said 
ISO co-President KC Cassily, K'08. 


Cassily describes herself as obsessed 
with culture. She said that although 
Kalamazoo is somewhat lacking in diversi
ty, its strong international ties are still a part 
of the K Plan that needs to be recognized. 
LSO and Free Burma also joined ISO in 
planning the event 


Activities for World Day begin with 
a presentation by the international faculty. 


The faculty members will open the night 
with traditional greetings in many different 
languages. From 5 p.m. until 6:30 p.m., 
international games will be played on the 
quad as henna tattooists work, and from 6:30 
p.m. until 7:30 p.m., Free Burma will show a 
documentary about global awareness. 


At 8 p.m., the performance World Night 
begins in Dalton Theatre. Audience mem
bers should expect to see a variety of dances 
from around the globe, including a formal 
German waltz, a Greek wedding belly dance, 
a modern Korean hip-hop, and a Bollywood 
cha-cha, said Cassily. 


Several of the choreographers and per
formers are from the community, across 
the state or beyond. Cloggers are coming 
in from the Kalamazoo community, and 


Continued on page 2. 
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The V.I.P. List 
Name: Nick Curwen, K'07 
Birth da te: e""IIP'r.T-=~-"'r"""""":'::-=I 


June 25, 1985 
Studies at K: 
Political Science 
and Spanish 


ActivitiesatK: Nick 
is very involved in 
Kaleidoscope, and 
spends his free time 
reading and being 
outside. 


Study Abroad Site: Caceres, Spain 


A Typical Day on Study Abroad: For Nick, a 
typical day on study abroad began with an 8:30 a.m. 
wake-up for a half hour bus ride to the university. 
In the morning, Nick had two classes, which he 
usually got coffee in between. After class he went 
home for lunch and a long siesta. He'd go back to 
school in the afternoon for another 2-3 hours and 
spend the remainder downtown in Casco Viejo. He 
rounded out his evenings working on homework or 
going to discos. 


ICRP Topic and Activities: For his ICRP, Nick 
taught English at the Official School of Language 
in Caceres. He taught a variety of age groups, and 
enjoyed hearing the range of perspectives in their 
conversation. His students' favorite topic was to 
talk about stereotypes. This helped him investigate 
how modern English words are slowly being incor
porated into the Spanish language. For example, a 
computer mouse is translated to "raton." 


Some Unique Things About your Study Abroad 
Location: A highlight of Nick's study abroad was 
interacting with other European students. Seeing 
the dynamic of so many foreigners in the same 
country was an interesting experience. He also 
liked getting to know people from K on study 
abroad that he wouldn't have otherwise met. Nick's 
host family was another enriching part of hIS study 
abroad. He lived with a single mom who spent her 
days working, but loved to socialize at the end 
of the day. Said Nick: "She was very intellectual 
for someone \\ ho never had a formal education." 
Nick's experience was unique because he lived in 
Spain for II months in high school and built on 
his prior experience to get a more from his study 
abroad this time around. 


What You'd Tell Someone Going to Your Study 
Abroad Location Next Fall: "Especially with 
food, try everything and tell your host family If you 
don't like it." This advice is really applicable to the 
whole study abroad experience, being out of your 
comfort zone and dealing with differences. 


--Compiled by Joel Haas, K'06 


Speaker warns of growing generation debt 
Katherine Wegert 


Features Editor 


The College Democrats, Campus Progress and the 
Department of Education hosted Anya Kamenetz, author of 
"Generation Debt," Friday, May 12, in a discussion concern
ing the rising cost of higher education and the challenges that 
college students face after graduation. 


''What is happening to our middle class in our gen
eration? Why can't we achieve the American dream?" 
Kamenetz asked. "Our generation's debt is increasing; the 
student loans and credit card bills are growing and on the 
national level, the government is paying for things today that 
should be for the future." 


An increasing demand for higher education is encour
aging more students to apply to college and student loan 
programs. "Tuition is going up faster than the rate of inflation 
and wage increases," said Kamenetz. "And state support for 
college on a per-student basis is at a 25-year low." 


The Federal Pell Grant, awarded to fulI- and part-time 


college and vocational students, paid for three-quarters of a 
university student's tuition throughout the 19705. Today, the 
grant covers only one-third the cost of tuition. 


"I had no idea it was such a big issue," said Rob Foley, 
K'09. "It affects K students - all students, actually." 


"This trend is a huge loss for our country," said 
Kamenetz. '''The United States is ranked seventh in the world 
in terms of the percentage of students graduating from col
lege, and ninth in percentage of high school graduates. Our 
competitors, India and China, produce three times the num
ber of college graduates that we do." 


The solution, according to Kamenetz, begins at the 
national level. "We need to rethink how we give out money. 
We need more need-base aid for students from low-income 
households, we need to subsidize our interest, adopt debt 
forgiveness programs and raise student awareness," she said. 
'''There are a number of ways that students can get involved 
- you can look into the US Public Interest Research Group 
and the Tuition Endowment Fund." 


Global beatlRaising campus' global awareness 
Continued from page 1. 


African drummers are arriving from Chicago. Their presence 
is both important and welcomed at World Night 


"This pops K's bubble," said Cassily. "It makes the 
international aspect closer, spreads it throughout the com
munity." 


Sarah Orellana, K'09, choreographed a salsa dance for 
the evening involving six couples and one special guest. 
Orellana has been dancing since she was quite young in 
Ecuador. As in other Latin American countries, salsa plays 
an important role in both social occasions and in cultural life 
in general. Orellana said that despite the difference in styles, 
salsa is a way for the participants to celebrate life and to 


communicate to each other. The songs range from political in 
nature to narrative to ones of protection. The song she chose 
is remembrance of a famous salsa dancer. For Orellana, 
teaching is a way for her to share her culture. 


"[ love salsa," she said. "[t is a universaIlanguage." 
ISO hopes that audience members come away from 


World Night celebrating difference in cultures. However, 
Cassily stressed the importance offocusing on cross-cultural 
similarities. 


"We hope people don't form stereotypes about the 
dances. There are different styles and forms of movement, 
but everyone is the same as us. Hopefully, people will gain 
more of an understanding." 


Women s SIP symposiumiSeniors share research 
Continued from page 1. 


so many different ways. Women's oppression is systemic 
and even the best intentioned males benefit from a society 
that is patriarchal," said VanLonkhuyzen. "I think that the 
women's S[P symposium empowers those planning and 
presenting at the event and also speaks to the magnitude and 
diversity of women's lives and experiences both through the 
women who are presenting and because a number of the 
presentations will be on S[Ps that are related to women's 
experiences." 


Senior Meghan Lodolo presented her S[P at the 
Hillberry Symposium; however her desire to be part of cre
ating a safe space for women has put her on the presenters 
list for Sunday. 


"I feel that the four organizers have a great goal of 
providing a space for women to present their academic 
work in a supportive environment, which I feel is important 
for women on campus, to feel like their work is supported," 
said Lodolo. 


While the event is meant to bring support to women on 
campus, Barnikel said that not all of the K campus is sup
porting the event. 


"With the faculty there has been lot's of positive 
responses, but there has also been enough negative respons
es that we have spent more time justifYing the event that we 


have planning it," said Barnikel. 
According to VanLonkhuyzen, the negative responses 


are a result of individuals who do not understand why there 
would be a need for such an event and that having an event 
exclusively for women is excluding towards others and does 
not do much to promote diversity. -


VanLonkhuyzen addressed the concern for an all 
female event, but also addressed how it pertains to a larger 
issue. 


"I do agree there is a danger in resorting to only events 
that are exclusive and that only women can be a part of, but I 
think sometimes in having such a great event it makes it pos
sible to imagine what the world might be like if it weren't 
dominated by men." 


It is this hope for the future of the Women's S[P 
Symposium, according to Barnikel, that has prompted the 
four organizers to set up an account through the Women's 


tudies Department with specific instructions for future 
symposiums. 


This year's symposium was made possible by funding 
provided by Senior Dean Bob Stauffer Provost Mahler 
President Eileen Wilson-Oyleran, Barb V~gelsIng, Chapla~ 
Mary Ellen Ascroft, and Director of Advising for First Year 
Experience Dr. Zaide Pixely, the Office of the Dean of 
Students, and the Women's Studies Department. 
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SheehaniSpeaking out against war Dean resigns, students not told 
Continued from page 1. 


The rally, which was attended by 
over two hundred community mem
bers, drew a significant amount of 
media attention. The event was fol
lowed by a march. Gold Star Families 
for Peace, a group of activists who 
have lost family members in the Iraq 
war, sponsored the event. 


he said. Krefman, the president of the 
College Democrats, organized a group 
of students to attend the event. 


Aaron Aupperlee 
New Editor 


On Wednesday, May 10, word 
started to spread among students 
that the Dean of Students, Vaughn 
Maatman, had resigned. While faculty 
and staff received an email announcing 
his resignation earlier in the week, stu
dents have not been officially notified 
at this point. 


be and it looks like this article will be 
the way to go," he said. 


Maatman said his resignation has 
been in process for a long period of 
time and there was no pressure for him 
to leave. "I think it's a matter of me 
deciding at this point that I need to be 
about some other things," he said. "A 
brand new president gives that oppor
tunity. It is time for her to make deci
sions about who is going to lead this 
college with her into the future. I was 
at a point where I've certainly accom
plished, or had a hand in accomplish
ing, some things here and got them on 
their way and felt good about that." 


Colin Alworth, K' 08, said that his 
reasons for attending were primarily 
to see Sheehan speak. "She has always 
come across as intelligent and having 
thoughtful things to say," he said. 


Sheehan spoke to the crowd about 
her son and her reasons for protesting 
the Bush administration's support of 


Malia Johnson, K ' 08, also attend
ed the rally. "It's a chance to hear 
someone who knows what's going on 
and who has been effected directly." 


Maatman confirmed his resigna
tion and said that at the president's 
request, he will stay on as Dean of 
Students through the academic term 
and until a new dean is selected. A 
selection committee has already been 
formed. 


the war in Iraq. 
"Everyone in 


America has a degree of 
blood on their hands," 
she said. " We want our 
troops to come home. 
Some of us are sac
rificing everything for 
this" she added. 


She also encour
aged those in atten
dance to support the 
removal of an admin
istration that supports 
the war. "Until we 
stand up and vote with 
our conscious, we ' ll 
never get a leader who 
reflects our conscious
ness" she said. 


Faculty, staff and students were 
confused about tiered communication 
of Maatman's resignation. In an email, 
Professor of English Gail Griffin 
wrote, "Dean Maatman's resignation 
was announced to the entire campus 
via email." However, Jim Van Sweden, 
director of College communications, 
wrote in an email, "The submitter 
marked the announcement for faculty 
and staff, so it did not go to the entire 
campus." The students were skipped 
and many learned from their profes
sors. 


Noting that nothing happens at 
Kalamazoo College because of one 
person, Maatman said he is proud the 
college has taken seriously the renova
tion of Hicks Center. "I'm glad we got 
those things underway. That's a good 
thing." 


Maatman plans to come back and 
see the new Hicks. "But probably not 
for awhile," he said. "I really believe 
it's good for people to exit the stage 
and let people move on and that's 
exactly what I intend to do." 


Nate Krefman, K 
'06, feels that Sheehan 
is a figurehead for liber
als nationwide . "I think 
that Cindy Sheehan is 
a fascinating figure 
because people are 
looking for some kind 
of leader right now," 


Photo by Christopher Peplin. 


Maatman does not know why 
the students have not been officially 
informed of his resignation. He con
firmed that the original announcement 
was only sent to faculty and staff. 
"I think that was done, at least in 
part, to give me some time to talk to 
friends and colleagues and whatever 
else. There is no reason that they can't 


Maatman is not sure what he will 
be doing next year and said he feels 
some commonality with many seniors 
wrestling with the same question. After 
19 years at Kalamazoo College, this 
could be the first time in his profes
sional life he may not work in high
er education. Saying that, Maatman 
looked across the room and laughed, 
"You may end up with a job before I 
do." Cindy Sheehan spoke to a crowd of over 


200 protestors in Bronson Park on May 16. 


Building Blocks continues overwhelming success at K 
Elizabeth Porter 


Staff Writer 


This past weekend, Kalamazoo College students 
took to the streets with paint buckets, brushes, sledge
hammers and pickaxes as part of the Building Blocks 
program. 


Building Blocks, a community building program 
run by K students, is a class through the Anthropology 
Department that consists of weekly classes in which 
students learn about community development and civic 
involvement. Students also develop, coordinate and 
participate in an extensive service learning projects in 
which they supervise the revival of older, run-down 
houses in local neighborhoods. 


There are seven neighborhood sites around 
Kalamazoo that are student run. Typically, there are 
two or three students from the Building Blocks class 
supervising each site. 


The program is exclusive to K and was developed 
by Professor Kim Cummings. He still coordinates the 
program. 


Perhaps the better known piece of the Building 
Blocks course is the service learning aspect. This 
requires participants in the class to involve other K stu
dents in weekend workdays. K students work together 
to repair and fix-up houses in the community. Instead 
of studying psychology or biology, students paint, 
sand, smash driveways and haul dirt. 


Brady Donaldson, K '08, who participated in the 
program last year and is now a teacher's assistant for 
the class said that she enjoyed Building Blocks because 
of the focus of the program. "I think that community 
development and encouraging people to develop lead
ership skills is important," she said. 


Others enjoy the course because they feel it fills a 
need in the Kalamazoo College community. "A lot of 


people take classes and grasp a sense of larger issues. 
But they don't seem to be able to do much about 
it. Building Blocks is a way to do that," said Chris 
Begeny, K '08. 


Students typically take Building Blocks in their 
first or second year at K. Although there are no pre
requisites, entrance into the class is selective and 
requires an essay and interview. 


Building Bloc~s is also a heavy time commitment. 
"Right now, with work weekends, I probably spend 
about 29 hours on Building Blocks not counting the 
homework and journals," said Begeny. 


Despite the intense work load and time commit
ment involved, students still enjoy the program and it 
has grown into a large success on campus. Last week
end alone, over twenty students volunteered to work at 
sites. Interested students can sign up in Hicks Center 
during the lunch hour. 
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Chapel Chat: The spirituality of baseball 


Baseball. The American pastime 
where the goal is simply to get home 
-- to retum to that place where you 
began and to know it for the very first 
time. While reading Mary Ellen's Chapel 
Chat about liberal arts and spirituality last 
week, I was struck by the idea that "one 
of spirituality's gifts to us is pushing us 
to ask the big questions of meaning and 
justice and values." How do I find mean
ing in this game that has so consumed my 
family, and where we spend the majority 


of our time and resources? 
I go back to the 1960s when all we 


had were black and white televisions and 
transistor radios to tune in our beloved 
Tigers. I loved baseball as a child, and 
with feminist theory not yet emerged, I 
felt called to baseball as strongly as any 
of my brothers or boyfriends. I played 
pickle, spud, sandlot and catch and stayed 


current with all the Detroit Tigers. It never 
occurred to me that I shouldn't be interested 
in it l:x.'Cause I wasn't given the opportunity 
to play it professionally. Finally, in 1966 
for my eighth birthday, all I received was a 
card, when a wrapped present or two were 
common. I opened the card and out fell 
two tickets to the Detroit Tigers at Tiger 
Stadium! Even though I had two brothers, it 
was my dad and me who attended the game; 
it was my first game outside of watching my 
brother in little league. And here's the mem
ory I took from that moment: upon entering 
the stadium from the concourse, I must have 
had a quizzical look on my face, because my 
dad said, "green, isn't itT' I had never seen 
anything so green and so expansive, not on 
our black and white television. And then 
without Ernie Harwell's voice announcing 
the play-by-play, I had to a£tually watch and 
pay attention to the game to know what was 


going on. 
And now, baseball is as big a part of 


my life as ever, and I'm beginning to really 
know what is going on, having marned a 
state higll school baseball champion and 
having two sons who live for the sport
one a pitcher and the other a catcher. Both· 
have professional aspirations. It is my prayer 
that the game serves their growth as well as 
it has served me. Baseball is rich with saints, 
history, stories and legends. Records and 
statistics fill volumes, and movies and base
ball memorabilia make millions. Within all 
that, thougll, remains the truth of the game: 
the intense individuality but the necessary 
teanlwork of great competition, the quest for 
"home" either by a single swing of the bat 
or by the sacrifice and skill of tean1n1ates. 
Players take risks leaving a base behind 
to go to the next base. Some of you will 
leave Kalamazoo College in a few weeks 


after commencement, and will have to 
take risks to move forward as you seek 
another home. But you ",ill always have 
a home here in Kalamazoo, ",here your 


adult journeys have begun. 
My sense is that everyone has some 


sort of baseball or (since the 70s for 
women) softball memory that lives in 
your heart, whether it be of playing, 
watching or talking to your grandpa. 
Where is your meaning with baseball, 
and how has it helped shape your experi
ence? Where would you locate yourself 
on the playing field of life right now? 
Home? Second base? TIle dugout? The 
outfield? In the stands? Our own baseball 
Homets have had a grand time this year 
with the winningest season in the history 
of Kalamazoo College. Whether they 
knew it or not, they created memories 
that will last a lifetime. 111at is priceless. 


AN EVENING AT THE THEATER: Imaginary illness incites laughter 
David Nachtweih 


Editor-in-Chief 
For students looking to exhale at the end of 8th week, 


Balch Playhouse will be passing some wind of its own. No, 
it's not the usual loquacious dialogue or complex linguistic 
rums typical of Balch. "The Imaginary Invalid," going up 
this weekend, plays on the indigestion of its protagonist to 
process its plot. 


Of course Moliere's play has more to offer than bawdy 
humor - it lambastes the self-absorbed man, takes on the 
competency of medicine, and critiques concepts of marriage 
- but even as it scrutinizes the social order, it does it all 
between trips to the bathroom. 


The plot of the play revolves around Argon's alleged 
illness, indigestion, and its affects on his familial relations. 
His daughter, Angelique (Hayley Smith), wishes to many, 
but Argon (Ben Harpe) has his own aspirations for her 
betrothal. "It's for me that I'm giving her this doctor," he 
says, hoping a doctor in the family will be the remedy he 
has been looking for. At the same time his wife, Beline (Zoe 
Rashid-Marshall), frets Argon's immediate death from the 
am1S of her lover. 


Alone, the plot of the play would be enough to make a 
reader chuckle. This weekend's staging of 'The Imaginary 
Invalid" should send the audience rolling with laughter. Rife 
with plenty of witty banter and clever asides, the play's cast 
executes their dialogue like they've been cloistered politely 
together for too many weeks. 


Ben Harpe does a spectacular job of portraying Argon 
as an emotional hypochondriac who can barely convince 
himself of his own illness. 111rough his performance he 
takes the audience to Argon's valleys of self-pity and illness 
to his peaks of anger and energy. Argon received 32 enemas 
over the last two months and Harpe makes us believe he's 
had every one. 


One of the play's finest performances comes from 
first-time actress Coco Corbett, K'09. From her sharp 
asides ("that's what it is to study, you leam to say won
derful things") to her idle control over Argon ("When a 
master doesn't think, it's the servants responsibility to defy 
him), Corbett captures Toinette's manipulative, but good
hearted spirit while managing to be "the cause of all the bile 
[Argon's] producing." 


The stage design also merits mention for its excellence 
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and ingenuity. Scenic Designer Jon Reeves transformed 
Balch's sinlple thrust style layout (flanked by the audience on 
three sides) into a Gothic amalgamation of proscenium-thrust. 
Most of 
the action 
sti II occurs 
beyond the 
theatrical 
fourth wall, 
but the stage 
is compli
mented by 
an elaborate 
frame. Casts 
of bod
ies climb 
the frame, 
looking out 
over the 
audience 
members 
and cast. 


relationships I expanded 
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PokingfunlNewsletter feigns satire, offends members of community 
picked organizations that have been targeted said. 


Continued from page 1. 


According to Duggan and Michaelsen, 
the ain1 of the newsletter was to make 
people laugh and take a lighter approach to 
life. "So many people on t11is campus take 
tllemselves so seriously and I t11ink it is a 
damaging tiling," said Michaelsen. 


The pair did not expect much response 
from the hastily published newsletter. "I'll 
be honest," Duggan said. "I thought every
one was just going to throw it away or throw 
it back at us but everyone seemed to keep it 
and t11at's when we kind of freaked out. But 
days go by and nobody contacts us; nobody 
talks to us; nobody facebooks us. We just 
figured it was dead." 


However, the newsletter was not 
dead. It landed on the desk of the Dean of 
Students, Vaughn Maatman. ''It came to my 
attention via several channels," Maatman 
said. "Students mad.e me aware of it; I had 
a couple of colleagues make me aware of 
it." Maatman then requested a meeting with 
Duggan and Michaelsen. 


The meeting request came as a surprise 
to the pair. "I honestly am reaJly blown away 
by the response to t11is. I don't really know 
what to say about it," said Duggan. 


While Maatman finds the newsletter 
offensive, he said, '''The initial question 
that came my way was, does the publica
tion violate any policy or does it violate the 
first amendment? Is it actionable under the 
student conduct code?" While weighing 


whether or not he could act, Maatman found 
he did not have to intervene. 


"People who had a beef with it took 
it up with tile authors. That's a good thing. 
And the authors responded with apologies 
and witll efforts to try to set things right," 
he said. 


Maatman does not tl1ink the publica
tion violates law or policy. "It's an offensive 
publication," he said. "But tile first amend
ment does not protect us from being offend
ed." Maatman continued that when we are 
offended, we should address t\1e people with 
whom we have a problem and resolve the 
conflict that gets created. 


"And in my conversation with the stu
dents, J felt like they were doing that," 
Maatman said. "I am inclined to leave it 
with them to resolve." 


Duggan and Michaelsen have taken 
steps to help resolve the conflict. "We're all 
about making peace on t11is one," Michaelsen 
said. The pair set up a meeting with the 
Women's Resource Center. 


"We tried to illustrate to them our 
opposition to what they were doing and 
our frustration with the publication," said 
WRC member Rose Grose, K'08, about the 
meeting. Beyond the offensive title, WRC 
member Brady Donaldson, K'08, said a 
mockery of feminist organizations was a 
theme throughout the publication. At one 
point in a story, the aut1lors used a stereotype 
of feminists wearing flannel. 


on campus. They mentioned the JSO in the Grose hopes the newsletter will increase 
publication two weeks after the swastikas awareness. "Hopefully, they will understand 
were on campus." that tl1is should be a starting point for a 


Duggan and Michaelsen said the inc1u- dialogue about the problems within t11is 
sion of the Jewish Student Organization and campus and about the need for students to 
other student organizations was random, support each other on campus regardless of 
based on posters they had seen on campus. viewpoint." 
Grose disagrees witll its random nature. "To Duggan and Michaelsen remain apolo
me, it doesn't seem like a random thing to getic to those who might have been offended 
choose the progressive organizations on by the publication and c.1ain1 the purpose 
campus you disagree with." was not to mock or offend. "It is not sup


For Duggan, it isn't an attack on specif- posed to be mocking the JSO or feminists 
ic groups. "I'm not really anti-Semitic; I'm or their ideals or anti-Semitism or anything 
not anything. I'm just tryingJo be fi.umy." big like that," Duggan said. "It's not about 


However, it seems Duggan and the big picture; we hoped you'd laugh and if 
Michaelsen fell short in the humor category you didn't, then chuck it in the trash can." 
as well. Michaelsen hoped people would laugh 


"It completely failed at satire because it as well. "Maybe the best way to unite as a 
wasn't fi.umy and there was no message to campus isn't through activism and respect 
it," said Donaldson. "It wasn't like they were groups but out oflaughter as the big unifier," 
presenting a viewpoint in a funny way and he said. 
giving th~ir commentary. It was just mock- Grose agrees laughter can be an effec-, 
ery. If they were actually going to critique tive tool. She remembered Bambi Haggins, 
the feminist organizations on campus, that's an assistant professor in Communication 
fine, critique them, but they weren't." Studies and Film and Video Studies at 


Grose and Donaldson were glad 
Duggan and Michaelsen met with the WRC 
but hope the issue does not end there. 


''I hope tlley are able to take t11is experi
ence and not interpret it as angry feminists 
yelling at them but instead be able to educate 
themselves in hopes that they move beyond 
a point where they believe that doing some
iliing like t11is is appropriate," Donaldson 


the University of Micl1igan, message about 
.laughter during a speech given on campus 
earlier this year. 


According to Haggins, Grose said, 
"When people are laughing, their mouths 
are open and you can shove in the message; 
you can shove in your point." Unfortunately, 
Grose did not see the point Duggan and 
Michaelsen were trying to shove. 


''It's not just that," Grose added. '''They 


Diversity survey/Gauging the college's readiness for broader initiatives 
Continued from page 1. 


ing into tlleir budget and staffing responsibilities, ways of 
valuing diversity," the report said. 


promote climate changes, and to improve student retention 
by inclusion. 


Three, to make t11is a college-wide endeavor - one in 
which goals are defined widely and everyone is doing his or 
her part to help achieve them. 


higher expectations in an area like this because I am a 
woman and a person of color," she said. "And I tl1ink that 
can be dangerous." 


Either way, Wilson-Oyelaran knows tile survey gives 
her and her administrators and faculty a lay of the land. 


:rhe consultants pointed out that many of the inter
viewees exerted that, ''I don't believe I discriminate against 
people and I try to treat everyone the same." Yet t11is attitude 
doesn't necessarily invite diversity, they say. 


According to the report, '''The 'intercultural' framework 
for diversity builds on the strengths of multiculturalism and 
promotes learning and sharing across differences where no 
culture dominates. Thus, it is the opinion of the consultants 
that effective diversity work requires us to be conscious of 
our differences, rather than ignoring iliem." 


The report includes a broad section with specific rec
ommended planning principles and actions. 


It begins by encouraging the college'S leaders to "create 
and publicize a vision pf the ideal K College, from a diver
sity perspective." 


For K to become more enriched, the report emphasizes 
five things. 


First, to recognize a building capacity where an interim 
diversity leader is put to work, the professional development 
of campus leaders is expanded, and conversations about 
accountability and expectations begin. 


Two, to remain focused on students. This calls for 
reengineering admissions (taking into account recruiting and 
financial aid), equipping student affairs to accommodate and 


Four, to have a specific academic and curriculum focus. 
The report calls for "intercultural ism" to be inlbedded within 
the curriculum and for "non-traditional" scholarship and 
research to be val ued. 


Finally, the fifth emphasis is on hiring and faculty ori
entation. The report urges a training initiation and an orienta
tion that would include ideas of"interculturaJism." 


The report also touched on President Wuson-Oye1aran 
and how her presence on campus will help these changes 
occur. 


"Among K community members, nearly 70 percent 
believe t11at the Board of Trustees has higher expectations of 
Wilson-Oye\aran around diversity than previous presidents," 
the report said. 


Perhaps people tl1ink that way because of Wi1soo
Oyelaran's openness with which she discusses diversity, and 
t11at she admits diversity is "very inlportant to me. I've spent 
a lot of my life's work doing t11is," she said. 


Still, people should not perceive her as a savior or tl1ink 
that she will snap her fingers and change tlle makeup of 
campus in the blink of an eye. 


''I t11ink that it is very, very easy for people to have 


"If you're trying to make a change, you've got to know 
where you are," she said. "TIlls gives us a baseline." 
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A Kaleidescope response to the college RESPECT summit 
Nick Curwen 
Contributor 


First and foremost, we would like to thank the 
Black Student Organization, Latino Student Organization, 
Jewish Student Organization and Karen Joshua-Wathel 
from the office of Multicultural Affairs for organizing the 
summit. Addressing minority issues, particularly in terms 
of respect, ignorance, bias, and bigotry, is not an easy 
task. It is even harder to tum these issues into teaching 
moments - an important and beneficial endeavor for 
everyone in the Kalamazoo College community. We also 
know and understand how much work and time goes into 
facilitating canlpus events. Unfortunately, the summit 
committed a grievous and telling error: Kaleidoscope, as 
well as other student organizations, was excluded from 
this event. 


ance and ignorance, constant violent transgressions of 
disrespect. Every week, members of K-scope hear 'fag
got', 'that's so gay' and other hurtful derogatory words on 
campus and at parties, and we endure awkward classroom 
and social situations in which expressing our sexual orien
tation can have negative consequences. 


This summit could have provided an outlet to bring 
these discriminations and disrespect to the discussion 
table. This summit could have provided K-Scope with a 
valuable teaching opportunity. Tragically, neither of these 
necessary and crucial forums were realized because K
scope was excluded from the event. 


How did we arrive at a point were the largest stu
dent organization that deals with minority issues was 
excluded from a student summit on respect? This is not 
a sinlple question with a simple answer; the organizers of 
this summit dropped the ball. Attempting to sort this out, 
K-scope did meet with Karen 10shua-Wathel, and with 
Dan Blustein, and the question ofK-scope exclusion was 
raised at the" end of the summit. 


in the overall context of the event. Second, Kaleidoscope 
members would bring anger and frustration to the summit. 
Both of these notions are false. First, it should have been 
our group's decision to decide ifit was worth participating 
in the summit, if our issues would have been marginalized 
or not. Second, we do not feel as a student group that our 
campus presence and message is one of anger. This is 
a serious misconception that provides those reluctant to 
address L.G.B.T.Q.A. issues with a cowardly retreat from 
engaging in difficult and inlportant dialogue. 


In the end, Kaleidoscope's exclusion is less anger
ing and more disappointing. The student summit is a 
great idea, but its exclusivity, for whatever reason, leaves 
Kaleidoscope at a loss. It also reveals our college's rhetoric 
concerning tolerance and inclusively as just that: insincere 
talk. Our group could have and would have contributed to 
a welcoming and productive environment that dealt with 
some very important issues. This student summit was a 
step in the right direction, but it did not go far enough. 
Hopefully, next year's summit, in organization and event, 
will practice what this year's summit preached: respect. 


On a broad level, respect, tolerance, ignorance and 
bigotry are issues that do not just affect a single student 
group or a few student groups, rather, they are issues 
which impact all students and student organizations. It 
does not matter whether one is in the majority or the 
minority to develop new views on these issues. Gay, les
bian, bisexual, transgendered, allied or questioning issues 
cannot be made separate and isolated from a discussion 
concerning respect. What the L.G.B.T.Q.A. community 
deals with on a daily basis can and does encompass racial 
and religious issues. However, the most important link 
between the L.G.B.T.Q.A. community and this summit is 
the following: our community deals with constant intoler-


Our attempts for honest dialogue were at best frustrat
ing, as the administration pointed the finger at the student 
organizations and the student organizations pointed the 
finger back at the administration. Ultinlately, however, the 
decision to exclude K-scope was made without K-scope. 
We were never consulted. 


We have heard two reasons for our exclusion. First, by 
addressing issues surrounding the L.G.B.T.Q.A. commu
nity at the summit, we would be marginalizing our issues 


Kaleidoscope members and supporters who contrib
uted to this article: Nicholas Curwen, Jessica Tesoriero, 
Burt DeWilde, Katie Gifford, Emily Thomas, Magi Pionk, 
Jon 10n Riccobono, Angela Jubinville, Rose Grose, Will 
Walkington, Katie Prout, Lisa Brenneman, Kate Swope, 
Aaron Quinones, Clay Garnett, Tori Jackson, Meridel 
Thomson, Todd Robosan, Laurel Stiedemann, Justin 
Fenwick, Naseem Mazloom and Dayna Doman. 


THE BUZZ ON SPORTS: Are the Tigers legitimate pennant contenders? 
Roger Garfield 
Sports Editor 


If you had told me before the 2006 
baseball season that in mid-May the Detroit 
Tigers would be neck-and-neck with the 
defending World Series champion Chicago 
White Sox for first place in the American 
League Central Division, I honestly would 
have believed you. 


But if you had told me how they had 
gotten there, how they had weaseled their 
way into conversations about baseball's 
elite teams, how they had eradicated the los
~ing culture that had engulfed their clubhouse 
for so many years, I'd say you're nuts. 


Without a doubt, the Tigers are where 
they are because of their pitching. The num
bers don't lie. 


As of Tuesday night, after a 7-4 win 
over the Minnesota Twins, the Tigers boast
ed a 3.25 team ERA, best in the bigs. Each 
of their starters had allowed an average of 
.less than four runs a game. Four years ago, 
such numbers would have seemed out of the 
question, unrealistic, invisibly microscopic. 
Now, they're sinlply commonplace. 


'''The difference has obviously been 
pitching," Cleveland Indians manager Eric 
Wedge said recently of the Tigers' inlpres
sive start. '''That's been the separator." 


His team would know. 
This past weekend, the Tigs had triple 


the success in Cleveland their cross-town 


buddies the Pistons had, sweeping a three
game series versus the team for the first 
tinle since the erection of Jacobs Field 12 
years ago. 


In recent years, Detroit would rarely 
string together winning streaks. When they 
won, they'd win 10-9, or 13-6 - not 3-2. 
Well, in three games against the Indians, 
tlley allowed just six runs while posting 11 
of their own. 


"Maybe [manager Jim] Leyland 
brought something to them when he came," 
Indian pitcher and ex-Tiger Jason Johnson 
said Sunday. 


1 think Johnson's nailed it. 
Leyland's presence has been the major 


reason for the disappearance of that losing 
culture. He's known as a pitching guru, one 
with a knack for knowing when to yank 
his hurlers and give the nod to the bullpen. 
He's also known for not taking any crap 
from anyone. 


When the Tigers lost the last game of 
a four-game series over Easter weekend 
against the Indians, Leyland berated his 
teanl for checking out early, for looking 
alJead to their upcoming nine-game west 
coast swing. 


"We stunk, period. Stunk, and it's not 
good enough," Leyland said in a tirade to 
reporters on April 17. "It's been going on 
here before, and it's not going to happen 
here [now). It's not going to go on here." 


Blunt statements like that - placing 
tlle blame on his team while also taking 
accountability for the responsibility of pre
paring them - show that he's serious. He's 
taking it upon himself to make sure that the 
losing that has consumed the Tigers since 
1993, their last winning season, will cease 
to exist. 


The big determiner of Leyland's 
influence will come in September, when 
the long, exhausting I62-game campaign 
dwindles down. Will the Tigers still be in 
contention? 


I think so. Never in my sports-literate 
life - and by this I mean from the tim 
1 could discern on the field between the 
Tigers and their opponents, which to my 
knowledge was somewhere around the age 
of five - can I say the Tigers have played 
one meaningful game in September, one 
with pennant implications. 


Not even in 1993, when they posted 
a record of 85-77, were they close to the 
division-leading Toronto Blue Jays, who 
finished 10 ganles alJead of the Tigers and 
went on to win the World Series. 


Last season, they showed hints of 
potential all Surnn1er long, but, ultimately, 
the pitching let them down. All of the start
ers had ERAs above four, and the team 
average was 4.51. 


The bullpen had a rough go, as none of 
its three best relievers Troy Percival (inju-


ry), Kyle Farnsworth (trade) and Ugueth 
Urbina (trade, then alleged attempted mur
der) finished the season wearing the Olde 
English "D" on their chests. By the end of 
the year, to call the bullpen atrocious would 
have been kind. 


That's part of the reason the pitching 
these days is surprising. Their biggest off
season acquisition in the bullpen was for
mer Tiger Todd Jones. Now he's the closer. 
He's done a decent job - nine saves, one 
blown - but his ERA of 4.35 is not going 
to cut it if the Tigers hope to sustain this 
type of winning pace. 


So when 1 say I think they'll be contend
ers for the pennant through September, I'm 
making the assumption that at some point 
in the long Surnn1er, before the trade dead
line, general manager Dave Dombrowski 
is going to recognize that Jones is not the 
answer. A more reliable, talented guy - not 
necessarily proven, yet savvy - is who 
he's going to need to get. 


How far will they go? I can't say. I'll 
be content as long as I'm still interested 
in the outcomes in that last month. But I'll 
make a guess,just for fun. 


In a rematch of the 1968 World Series, 
the Tigers will play the St. Louis Cardinals 
and win in seven games, just like they did 
38 years ago. 


Impossible, you say? Perhaps. But if it 
happens, you heard it here flrst 







ThelndexON THE QUADMaylS,2006 
THE WEEK AHEAD 


THURSDAY May 18 
4 P.M., Olds-Upton Room 207 (LAC) - "Complex Systems, Epidemiology, 


and Policy Making," a lecture by Carl Simon, University of Michigan 


6 P.M., H umphrey House Lounge - Rape Poetry Workshop for Women, 
hosted by Writer-in-Residence Di Seuss 


8 P.M., Dewing Hall Room 103 (LAC) - Bilingual Poetry Reading, pre
sented by Carmen Valle, New York City College of Technology; features 
Spanish poetry with English translations read by local poets 


8 P.M., Balch Playhouse (LAC) - Moliere's "The Imaginary Invalid" 


8 P.M., Stone Room - Women-Centered Self-Defense Workshop, pre
sented by the LAD.Y. program 


FRI DAY May 19 
11 A.M., Stetson Chapel- "Cauldron: Readings from Kalamazoo College's 


Literary Magazine" 


6 P.M., Old Welles Hall - "Strength, Courage, and Wisdom: Time to 
Step Out on Faith," the Black Student Organization's Annual Spring Dinner; 
President Eileen Wilson-Oyeleran, keynote speaker; tickets ~10 


7 P.M., Severn Hall Lounge - "Pretty Woman" Movie Night and 
Discussion: the Politics of "NO!" 


8 P.M., Dalton Theater (LAC) - Kalamazoo College Presents: 
"International World Night," featuring international dance troupes, speak
ers, and performers 


8 P.M., Balch Playhouse (LAC) - Moliere's "The Imaginary Invalid" 


SATU RDAY May 20 
7 P.M., Dalton Theater (LAC) - Kalamazoo College Jazz Band Concert 


8 P.M., Balch Playhouse (LAC) - Moliere's "The Imaginary Invalid" 


8 P.M., Kasdorf Auditorium (Loy Norrix High School) - Bach Festival 
Week Finale Concert; tickets ~16-~25, students ~5; call 337.7407 for more 
information 


SU N DAY May 21 
12 P.M. - 6 P.M., Dewing 103 - Women's SIP Symposium. 14 women 


from 10 departments will present their SIPs. Coffee break at 2:30 P.M. 


2 P.M., Balch Playhouse (LAC) - Moliere's "The Imaginary Invalid" 


3 P.M., Dalton Theater - Palestinian Oud player and poet, Issa Boulos, 
will perform with percussionist Nihad Dukhan in "Bring Peace: A Palestinian 
Memoir. This event is free. 


7 P.M., Recital Hall - "Auspicious," Caleb York's senior jazz piano 
recital. Admission is free. 


9 P.M., Stetson Chapel Cavern - "Spiritual Re-Centering Circle for 
Women," hosted by Chaplain Mary Ellen Ashcroft --


M 0 N DAY May 22 
7 P.M., Olmsted Room - "Criminal Justice at the State and Local 


Levels," a discussion about House Bill 5225, the "Prisoner ID Bill," and other 
criminal justice and related matters by Michigan State Representatives 
Jacob Hoogendyk and Alexander Lipsey 


TU ESDAY May 23 
12:15 P.M., Kalamazoo Institute of Arts - ARTbreak: Karla Wyss-Tye 


presents "Sculpture after Retirement" 


3 P.M., W.K. Kellogg Manor House - Tapestry Tea; learn about the 
Antique Flemish Tapestries of the Manor House followed by a tour; 


.. 


269.671.2416 for reservations .. 


WED N E S DAY May 24 
4:10 P.M., Dewing Hall Room 103 (LAC) - "Nearly Queer: Buddies 


in the Western Heroic Tradition," a lecture by Kirk Ormand, Oberlin 
College 


8 P.M., Dalton Theater (LAC) - Kalamazoo College Chamber Choir 
Concert 







8 The Index SPORTS May 18,2006 


Baseball team to return its record
breaking core for 2007 season 


Roger Garfield 
Sports Editor 


Before the 2006 baseball season began, coach Steve 
Wideen anticipated improvement. 


In his previous four seasons, he tallied a record of 
24-105. But this season, he knew he had eight returning 
starters. 


"We felt it was entirely possible to have a better year," 
Wideen said. 


Well, the year was better alright; it was the best in 
Kalamazoo College history. 


bers of the Hornet bullpen, combining for a 3-0 
record and 28 innings pitched. 


"I think that with the solid recruiting 
class, this year wouldn't have been possible," 
Mackinnon said. "And because we've been 
improving our record and we're gaining a 
reputation, the recruiting classes will only get 
better." 


The pitching and some timely hitting 
helped the Hornets succeed in 2006. Wideen 
says he really recognized the team's potential 


Photo by Christopher Peplin. 
Twenty wins, a .500 record, and two wins against the 


MIAA's best team shows the increased talent level of the 
players that now wear orange and black for Kalamazoo. 
Wideen says it all started on the mound. 


after its hot start. 
"Starting the season 8-2 was very exciting, 


with two of the wins coming in one-run games," 
said Wideen. "We played 10 games in six days 


Junior Caleb Kent was a valuable presence this 
season for the Hornets as a utility infielder. 


"Our starting pitching was more effective this year," 
Wideen said of his staff that improved its ERA by nearly 
four full runs from a year ago. "[Assistant coach Matt) Rix 
did a great job with the pitchers, helping them along the last 
two years as well as working with a number of freshmen 
getting them ready to start or corne out of the bullpen." 


One of those key pitchers was junior Charlie Mackinnon, 
who led the team in wins with seven and strikeouts with 66, 
a"school record. He says the season exceeded his expecta
tions, and that much of the credit is due to the recruiting 
efforts ofWideen and Rix. 
~ 'This is a tough place to get guys to corne play base


ball," Mackinnon said. "The academic standards are high, 
and with the record and reputation that this school had it was 
really hard to get guys interested." 


But Wideen and Rix persisted, and this year, five of the 
team's key contributors were freshmen. 


Starting catcher Ryan Benjamin hit .353 and led the 
team in RBI with 32 while catching all 40 games for the 
Hornets. 


Starting pitcher Justin Wamer was second in the team 
in strikeouts with 33 and won two games on the hill for 
Kalamazoo. 


Eddie Barclay started all 40 games in the infield for the 
Hornets and was a solid presence at second base. 


Steve Charon and Josh Wahlstrom were the key mern-


and relied on a lot of different players in those games, espe-


Broken Records 
The baseball team set 11 school records in its 


winningest season ever: 


Team Wins: 20 


Team Hits: 324 
Team RBI: 187 


Team Runs: 209 


Team Complete Games: 22 


Hits: Jeff Leone (49), sophomore 
Runs: Leone (30) 


RBI: Ryan Benjamin (32), freshman 
Complete Games: Charlie Mackinnon (9), 


junior 
Shutouts: Mackinnon (2) 


Strikeouts: Mackinnon (66) 


AIl-MIAA 
Mackinnon and Leone were named to the AII


MIAA Second Team. Benjamin and Willey earned 
Coaches' Honorable Mention. 


cially on the mound, and it was nice to see different players, 
especially freshmen, 
step up and contrib
ute in those wins." 


The maturation 
of those freshmen 
will surely help next 
season as the Hornets 
hope to break even 
more school records. 
They'll only lose 
three seniors - Ben 
Holly, Steve Turnbull 
and Travis Willey
and Wideen thinks 
his team is primed 
for another success
ful campaign. 


Photo by Christopher Peplin. 
Justin Warner will lead a strong core of returning freshman in 2007, 


"I think we 
showed we can 
compete with every-~s they look to build upon the success of this record-breaking season. 


one. We were only one of two teams in the league to beat 
league-charnpion Adrian twice," Wideen said. "With only 
one starter graduating (Willey), we will have one of the 
more experienced teams in the league next season." 


Look out, MlAA. 


Photo by Christopher Peplin. 
Travis Willey is one of the three grad
uating seniors on this year's team. 












Spring, Second Week, April 6, 2006 


Renovation update 
Aaron Aupperlee 


News Editor 


Despite the music and background noise 
pouring into the President's Lounge from the 
Hicks lobby, Thomas Mathison wanted to 
leave the doors open. "I want to make sure 
students know they can come in," he said. 


Mathison, a Principle at Tower Pinkster 
Titus Associates, the firm selected to reno
vate Hicks Center, has spent many hours in 
the President's Lounge, watching students 
interact, getting to know the student body 
and listening to their suggestions about the 
upcoming Hicks Center renovation. 


Specializing in higher education proj
ects, Mathison understands the complexities 
involved with building for a campus commu
nity. He has completed a variety of projects 


at Kalarnazoo Valley Community College, 
Kellogg Community College, Michigan State 
University, Western Michigan University and 
Albion College. 
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Illustration by Will Walkington. 
"When we speak about higher educa


tion, we're really talking about a lot of build
ing types. If we're talking about an office 
building, we can pretty much be sure it is 
going to be for office function," Mathison 
said. Higher education architecture presents 
the problems of multi-funtionality and pleas
ing many different owners. 


Cook-off next step in Farms 2 K 


According to Mathison, ''It's usually not 
one owner but a lot of different owners and 
so our approach to designing for higher edu
cation is also about trying to communicate 
with all the stake holders. In the case of the 
Hicks Center, we are talking about students, 
because it's a student center, so the students 
are at the center of this project." 


To begin learning about the Kalamazoo 
College and its students, Mathison researched 
about the history of the college and espe
cially the K-Plan. Hicks Center was named 
after President Weimer Hicks (1954-1971), 
who started the K-Plan. Mathison wants to 
make sure the renovated Hicks Center mir
rors the legacy of the President Hicks and of 
Kalamazoo students. 


''K. College has an international reputa
tion for quality and for having a very high 
level of student body. We're interested in 
making sure our process reflects the quality of 
the student body and the aspirations the col
lege has for this building," said Mathison. 


Much of Mathison's vision for the reno-


Continued on page 2. 


Katie Prout 
Staff Writer 


The Wednesday night of Earth 
Week., local radishes and beef will meet 
in Old Welles for a fierce duel defend
ing their honor as organic Kalamazoo 
foods. 


"The Local Food Showdown is 
intended to be an event that promotes 
awareness about the many reasons for 
choosing to buy and eat locally grown 
foods, and about the work of the Farms 
2 K College group to bring more local 
foods into our college cafeteria," said 
Amelia ~tanski, Assistant Professor of 
English and founder of the group. 


The event would give local chefs the 
opportunity to prepare dishes that are at 
least 80% home grown food from local 
farmers. Judges will also mainly be local 
residents, and would give awards for 
various categories. A People's Choice 
Award will also be presented. 


"We hope that this event will high
light how delicious and varied food 
grown in the Kalamazoo area can be, 
will build support for our efforts, and 
will serve as another way to build rela
tionships with local farmers as a step 


toward getting more of their food in our 
cafeteria," said Katanski. 


While they have not as yet deter
mined who will fill the roles of chefs, 
farmers, and judges. everyone in the 
group partook in discussing and approv
ing the choices. Becca Fealk, K '09, 
is working on the press release for the 
group and otherwise helping to spread 
word about the showdown around K. 


"This is a good way to definitely 
improve the cafeteria and help out the 
local community and the whole city," 
said Fealk. "We don't want to just live 
here for four years and leave. We want 
to make our mark. We are hoping people 
come and taste local food and recognize 
it as something they want," she added. 


While there is a national Fanus to 
College movement, Farms 2 K College 
is not affiliated with that organization 
or any other, although they do share 
the goals and the beliefs of the broader 
organization. 


"Farms 2 K College is a group of 
K students, faculty, administrators, and 
staff members, our Sodexho manager. 


Continued on page 9. 
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Write-ins dog 
StuComm elections 


Aaron Aupperlee 
News Editor 


Voters went to the polls this week to 


decide 24 positions on the spring quarter 
Student Commission and responded with 58 
write-in candidates . 


Griffin Vernor Drutchas, K'09, appears 
to have run the most successful campaign. 
One or more voters cast ballots for Drutchas 
in every position on the ballot. He came in 
seventh place in the race for campus com
mission with six votes, a record high vote 
count among the write-ins. He fell short of 
top-vote getter in the campus commissioner 
race, Zach Ebling, with 248 votes. 


A pair of animated, animal celebrities 
joined Drutchas in the write-in category. 
Scooby Doo received one vote for campus 
commissioner and someone gave the nod to 


Mickey Mouse for Vice President 
A little more real and close to home, 


local pooch Mona Seehaver also received 
a vote for campus commissioner. Mona, a 
l-year-<>ld Australian Sheepdog mix, lives 
with Sarah Seehaver, K'06. According to 
Seehaver, Mona would make a great campus 
commissioner. She was the head of her 2006 
obedience school graduating class. 


"She wouldn't ruffle any feathers or 
step on the administrations toes. She would 
just jump on them, lick them and try to suck 
on their sleeves." Seehaver said of Mona. 
Apparently, Mona does like to chase and 
ruffle the feathers little robins but Seehaver 
claims this is just a hobby of Mona and not a 
politicalconcem. 


Seehaver also said Mona would not 
be disappointed in her loss in the elections. 
"She just wanted a fair election and equal 
representation for the whole community," 
she said. "Mona did not know anybody who 
was running for campus commission, so why 
not her." 


Joe Mansour, the chair of the Information 
Services Advisory Committee on Student 
Commission, has known Mona for about 
year now. He described her as energet
ic and rambunctious. However, Mansour, 
K'06, expressed some concern about Mona's 
hatred of squirrels and her edgy relationship 
with neighbor dog, Yo-Yo. 


Seehaver discounts these concerns. 
Mona is a very caring dog, she said. "She 
has no brains, just heart." 







2 Thelndex ON THE QUAD April 6, 2006 


The V.I. P. List 
Name: Kate Nestor 
Birth date: February 16, 
1985 
Studies at K: Human 
Development and Social 
Relations 


Activities at K: Kate 
has been involved in a 
wide variety of activities 
at Kalamazoo College, 
particularly in leadership 
roles like Career Advisor, StuComm and SAC. She is 
also a member ofK-Crew, Habitat for Humanity, and an 
Art Hop enthusiast. In her spare time, she is an flvid biker 
and, of course, a member of the VIPs. 


Study Abroad Site: Dakar, Senegal 


A Typical Day on Study Abroad: As Kate says, "There 
is no typical day in Dakar." On a good day, she would 
be wake up before Dakar. She hoped to hit the main 
street before 9 a.m .• because it's all one way and much 
easier to navigate. Along the walk, Kate typically had a 
baguette (that tasted like dry sawdust) wid1 a hot drink 
for breakfast. Although it was only a 20 minute walk to 
the university, she was always late - with good excuse. 
Passing people on the street usually resulted in a two or 
three minute conversation. The university was often on 
strike, so Kate spent a lot of time without actually having 
classes to attend. . 


ICRP Topic and Activities: Kate's ICRP was enti
tled "Romance in a Foreign Language" and explored 
Senegalese relationships. She investigated the structure 
of seeking marriage in Dakar and the slow departure 
from arranged marriages to relationships started out of 
affection. She performed case studies on cross~ultural 
relationships, talking to Senegalese and non-Senegalese 
men and women about their relationships and the fre
quent miscommunications that arose. 


Some Unique Things About your Study in Senegal: 
It only rains once a year, during the rainy season, and 
other than that, it's hot and dry. Another unique thing 
to Senegal. is "taranga" (Wolof for hospitality). Kate 
experienced this first hand on a 4-day bicycle trip when 
she stayed with local families. Says Kate, "You must eat 
the next meal with the family if you are invited into their 
home." Typically this meant socializing \vith complete 
strangers for 3 or 4 hours before they would serve the 
next meal. 


What You Tell Someone Going to senegal Next Fall: 
"Take some pairs of jeans, be prepared for the heat, and 
take your bathing suit." Kate also warns to be prepared 
to feel isolated at first ---people are really loyal, but Kate 
had a hard time crossing the acquaintance line. "Take 
music with you. '. all kinds of music. people love music 
and photographs:' Two words: MbaIax dancing. 


-Compiled by Joel Haas 


Renovation update/Architects seeking input 
Continued from page 1. 


vation at dJis point involves tlJe lobby. "How do we re
invigorate, transform, the center of student life?" MadJison 
asked himself. He wants to bring some of Hicks key fea
tures, the book-store, a cafe, a recreational room. right to 
tlJe entrance. "Students are looking for a place to hang out 


~ with other students," he said. 
MadJison and his fum recognize tlJe success of tlJe 


renovated library to the "hang out" end. He identified three 
key aspects which make d1e library a successful cqmmu
nity space. It is new, the great reading room is inviting and 
intimate and Beaners offers a place to take a break from 
studying. "We want to take the best and apply it here," he 
said, moving his eyes across the President's Lounge and 
out into the lobby. 


Letter from the Editor 
Students, Faculty and Staff: 


The Index begins spring quarter witlJ several inlportant 
changes and announcements. Please take a moment to read 
tlJem over. 


New Printer 
The Kalamazoo Gazette will print The Index for spring 


quarter, and barring any urtfortunate events will continue to 
be the printer next year. With the Gazette, The Index will be 
able to print color on every page of every issue. They are also 
saving us some money on printing, allowing us to expand. 


11lroughout spring quarter, The Index will publish 12 
pages weekly. New pages mean new content, and among it 
will be reviews, a page of Index history, a sports column, and 
hopefully Sodoku puzzles courtesy oftlJe Math Club. 


WitlJ the Gazette, our staff will also have tlJe opportunity 
to work with members of tlJe Gazette's staff to inlprove our 
reporting, layout and design, advertising, and photography. 
While details of our partnership are still being worked out, 
we hope it will help students interested in journalism anotlJer 


In order to apply d1e best attributes of the library 
to Hicks Center, some aspects of Hicks must change. 
Madlison said the mechanical system is outdated and 
needs to be address. "It's the unseen things that make the 
building go." Also on the chopping block is the building's 
stairs and inaccessible levels. '"This building is not at all 
accessible to the handicapped. 1113t must go. We have to 
make it accessible throughout and that is a major issue in 
tlJe building right now." 


When tlJe money is spent and tlJe doors to tlJe reno
vdted Hicks Center open, MatlJison hopes to be proud of 
his firm's work. "We plan to be very proud of tlJis project 
but not because it's just a design statement, but because it is 
has transformed tlJe student body at K College." Mathison 
said. "111at's when we'll know we've been successfuL" 


perspective on tlJe profession. 


The Index v. KBC Spelling Bee 
This friendly competition between tlJe campus' two 


major media outlets has tlJe potential for sinlultaneous humor 
and embarrassment. Tentatively set for seventh week, tlJe 
competition will pit two teams of five against each otlJer in 
a multi-round spell-off. The winner will of course get brag
ging rights for tlJe remainder of tlJe year and maybe a prize 
or two. 


Submissions and News 
The Index welcomes submissions for publication in 


tlJe form of letters to the editor. For event coverage or news 
please contact us at index@kzoo.edu. We do not publish 
unsolicited accounts of events or press releases. 


Thank you for reading. 


David Nachtweih 
Editor-in-Chief 


Spring 2006 State of the Campus address 
Welcome to Spring Quarter. 11lls is my favorite quarter 


here for several reasons. 1 am very excited about the weatlJer 
turning warm and that most of the juniors are back on cam
pus. Spring Quarter is also the tinle for tlJe large student 
organization events. Cultural Awareness Troop, Frelon, Asia
Fest, Relay-for-Life, and the Triathlon are all taking place in 
tlJe next nine weeks. Now is tlJe tinle to be a part of one or 
more tremendous student run activities. If nothing else, take 
a moment to sit on the quad 'and enjoy dle weatlJer or throw 
a Frisbee with your friends. 


r would like to also express my excitement for the Day 
of Gracious Living. For tlJose who are unaware, D.O.G.L 
is a holiday declared by the President of the Student 
Commission in Spring Quarter. The festivities of this day 
include cancelled classes, round-trip transportation to the 
beach at South Haven, and tlJe administration's permission 
to live graciously in whatever way you see fil. Because of 
the seasonal aspect ofD.O.G.L, I will diligently plan for the 
holiday to fall on a warm, sunny day. r will also notify you 
the evening before to let you know that tlJe next day will be 
the Day of Gracious Living. 


This is a bitter-sweet quarter for me because I will be 
graduating in June. 111ere rulve been experiences at K that I 
will be glad to put behind me, but otlJers 1 will miss terribly. 
First and foremost, I will miss my wonderful friends. They 
have been my support and we IJave all done some pretty 
amazing things together. I want to use this forum to thank 
tlJem; thank them for putting up with me, for playing along, 
for keeping me in check, and for believing in me. 


More appropriate for dJis address, 1 ask that you all, 
regardless of academic class, take time to treasure tlJe good 
things about this place. It is so easy to focus on the negatives 
and all tlJe stress. Yet the experiences and companions that 
we l13ve shape us, and they will leave a lasting inlpression. 
Don't forget to focus on them. 


Treasure your friends, enjoy yourself, and have a won
derful quarter. 


All the Best, 


David J. Council 
Student Commission President 
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Campus celebrates president's inauguration 
Kaitlyn Walter 


Staff Writer 
Saturday April I was a day of celebration. It 


brought the whole campus together to celebrate 
and welcome the newly inaugurated president, 
Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran. 


For the title of this event, Wilson-Oyelaran 
wanted something that would create a mood of 
celebration and togetherness. For a while the com
mittee in charge of the event couldn't decide on a 
name. It was actually Olasope Oyelaran who sug
gested ariya, meaning a celebration with joyous 
exuberance. 


Since the inauguration happened on the 
weekend before finals, Sakhi Vyas and Amber 
Whittington, two members of the student com
mittee, asked Assistant Dean of Students Kate 
Lake for assistance in setting up a celebration that 
would take place after the juniors returned at the 
beginning of Spring Term. 


According to Wilson-Oyelaran "the main 
objective for the evening was is fun!" She said that 
what she wanted was to bring the whole school and 
community together for one whole celebration. 


Starting at4:30 p.m. a dinner with the President, 
five events created a spectacular evening. The din
ner was followed by a reception, a Voices of Africa 
Concert, and a dance. It concluded with a late 
night breakfast at 12:30 a.m. 


The reception was the prelude to the Voices of 
Africa concert. Many students, staff, and faculty 
of Kalamazoo College and even a few students 
of Western Michigan attended. Almost everyone 
dressed up for the occasion, including both the 
president and her husband. 


At the end of the reception Vyas and Whittington 
gave the introduction of Wilson-Oyelaran. Then 
Voices of Africa led the procession from the recep
tion in the President's Lounge to the concert in Old 
Welles. 


Participant enjoyed dancing and listening to 
the musical ensemble. 


"I really liked the African music" said Evan 
Arthur '09."It was all really good." 


After Voices of Africa, a local world music 
DJ started the next dance. He brought music to K 
that students would not normally hear., including 
Indian techno music. At the beginning, there was a 
live singer to whom the DJ mixed to. 


Since few of the students stayed to dance after 
dancing at the concert, the atmosphere was much 
more private. They danced in a circle and even the 
DJ came and joined the dancing. 


Finishing the evening was a late night break
fast. It was held in Mandel. Students enjoyed a nice 
breakfast that, apart from the regular French toast 
sticks and sausage, included fruits, quiche, and 
fresh Danishes. 


These images were taken 
during the president's in
auguration during winter 
quarter and its celebra
tion in the spring. From 
top left to bottom right: 
President Wilson-Oy
elaran dances during the 
celebration on April 1; No
bel Laureate Wole Soy
inka; the official instal
lation in Stetson Chapel 
on March 11; Olapsope 
Oyelaran dances with a 
Voices of Africa drummer. 


Photo by Christopher Peplin. 


hnposter syndrome redux 
Kate C. Thomas 


Staff Writer 


3 


Hoping to spark conversation about feelings of belong
ing at K, eight faculty shared their experiences with the 
Imposter Phenomenon in chapel Friday. A reprise of last 
quarter's student-oriented talk, Friday's chapel let faculty 
members lift their masks and confess their feelings of inad
equacy or fraudulence. 


With variations on the same theme, each speaker 
echoed Chaplain Mary Ellen Ashcroft's call for an open 
dialogue about accepting individuals as they are. Ashcroft 
thinks the Imposter Phenomenon should be a central part of 
conversation at K. 


Waves of laughter and understanding nods connected 
the 100 students, faculty and staff in the audience. 


Briefly explaining the theory - that high-achieving 
women often feel apologetic, misunderstood, inadequate, 
phony, fraudulent, and dishonest when they observe other 
women (or men) who have achieved at higher levels than 
themselves - English Professor Gail Griffm joked about 
grounding her comments in academic research. 


Math Professor John Fink believes that the reason 
he has his PhD is not based on his achievements, rather, 
because his professors felt sorry for him. Fink believes 
his guest professorship at a Quito, Ecuador university was 
because his was the only application. "And I believe that to 
this day," he said. 


Fink unmasked the "Supreme imposter, God himself" 
Eliciting shrieks of laughter, he outlined why God could 
never get tenure at K. He's only had one major publication 
that he didn't write himself; he would have ethics board vio
lations for testing on human subjects; any outliers or deviant 
subjects, he deleted from the sample; as a teacher, he never 
showed up to class, which some argue, was taught by his 
son, Fink said. 


Philosophy Professor Ashley McDowell took her first 
stance against the Imposter Phenomenon - "a task that was 
somehow unthinkable" - on a tour of caverns in Arizona 
on a family vacation. She purposefuJ/y asked her tour guide 
the stupidest question she could think of, "how many miles 
of undiscovered caverns are there?" 


McDowell invited the audience to let others discover 
and love the hidden parts of each of them. "How many miles 
of undiscovered caverns are there in you?" 


Admitting that she is working to become a "recovering 
imposter," Dean of Advising Zaide Pildey relived a moment 
in graduate school when an imperious professor denied her a 
letter of recommendation. "Don't bother, you wouldn't even 
have the ghost of a chance," Pixley said, to the audience who 
gasped upon hearing the words. 


In the spirit of confession, Pixley revealed how she 
originally got to the college. "The secret's out; I came 
to K College as John Fink's wife," she said. "I came to 
Kalamazoo College through the back door." 


Writer-in-Residence Di Seuss described being an 
imposter through voice and teaching. "In order to teach, I 
need to look like myself I need to look confused when I am 
confused," she said. 


By recognizing that many students and faculty experi
ence the Imposter Phenomenon, Seuss thinks the K commu
nity could learn from each other. "The best tool we have in 
the classroom is ourselves, unencumbered," Seuss said.-The 
best moments happen when students and professors meet 
on the same leve 1- "when, just for a second, we drop our 
masks and look at each other ... and we teach each other." 
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Late night c~amming made easier 
Elizabeth Porter 


Staff Writer 


Late night cramming may have got
ten a little easier tlJanks to the new 
extended library hours. 


Staring this quarter, the Upjohn 
Library Commons will stay open until 2 
a.m. Sunday through Thursday, and until 
10 p.m. on Friday and Saturday nights. 
Beaners coffee shop will also extend its 
hours, remaining open until I :30 a.m. 
Sunday through 111ursday and until 9:30 
p.m. on the weekend. 


This change, a direct result of 
student talks with President Wilson
Oyelaran last quarter, became effective 
at the beginning of spring quarter. After 
receiving numerous student requests that 
the library remain open a few hours 
longer each night, Dr. Wilson-Oyelaran 
approached library administrators with 
the idea. 


During winter quarter, the library 
closed two hours earlier every night than 
it currently does. 


Lisa Palchick, Dean of Libraries 
and Information Services, believes that 
students will use the library during its 
new, later hours. "I've gotten emails 
from students tllanking us for listening to 
them. We don't have a lot of data yet, but 
it's pretty amazing that there are already 
students studying in tlle library at two in 
tlle morning during first week," Palchick 


said. 
Elizabeth Borowic71 a manager 


at Beaners, has not noticed a similar 
response from coffee shop patrons. "It's 
been very slow. Last night after eleven 
we had a total of four customers," said 
Borowicz. She added that the extended 
hours are only on a "trial period" for two 
weeks. "We'll see how it goes," she said. 
Sam Sedai, K '06, a barista at Beaners, 
agrees. "I really haven't sold that many 
drinks after about midnight," Sedai said. 


Still, library administrators plan of 
keeping track of tlle number of students 
using the library during the later hours 
in hopes that that number will increase. 
PaJchick predicts that as the quarter pro
gresses more and more students will begin 
to use tlle library after eleven. She said, 
"We're keeping a count of the number of 
students in the library at midnight, one, 
and two. I'd say the numbers will grow." 


In tlle meantinle, some students are 
taking advantage of the opportunity to 
study later in the library. Jillian Regal, K 
'09, believes that this change is long over
due. "At a school like K, it doesn't make 
sense to have ilie library close at 8 0' 


clock. Students need to have easy access 
to places where they can study. Maybe it 
should be open even later," she said. 


For now though, K students have a 
few more hours to study in the library if 
they choose to, and with new classes and 
workloads, hopefully they will. 


FaJ12006 Housing: Featuring scxne of the BEST College Iiornes-<:tM1ed/managed I1j a K alumnus! 


-615 W. LoveII-beautifuily restored mansion, 81g. bedrooms, 2 washers/dryers, distr.vasher; paver parking for 7, $400 
per person includes all util. 


-530 PearI-6 nice size bedrooms, 2 full baths, fun basement, 2 refrigerators, parking for 6, lots of v.oodv.urk, $2100, 
plus utilities (OJrrently rented to "K" students am right next to two other units rented to "K" students next year). 
-606 W. WaJnut·-4 nice size bedrooms, 1.5 baths, full basement. paved parking for 5, lots of woodwork (share parking 
lot with 530 Pearl), $1400 plus uti. 
-828 0ak-5 nice size bedrooms, 2 living rooms, 2 full baths, 2 kitchens, full basement, beautiful hardwood floors, 
$1750 plus util. 
-611 Stuart Ave.-4 nice size bedrooms, carport. three season porch, $1400, incl. util. (currently rented to "K" stu
dents) 


00 345-9069 NON TO SCHEDULE A VlEWlNGI 


Retreat prepares juniors for return 
Kate Boehm & Chelseo Phelps 


Staff Writers 


Junior year is traditionally a time 
for juniors to break free from the K 
bubble by studying abroad. Although 
returning to campus is more often than 
l'Iot a case of "welcome back, what's 
your SIP?" 


This year, the Center for 
International Programs director 
Margaret Wiendenhoeft, Chaplain 
Mary Ellen Ashcroft, Director of 
Counseling Pat Ponto and Lori Smoker 
Young of Career Development created 
a retreat as a means for transitioning 
juniors back to K. 


According to Wiendenhoeft, the 
four administrators applied for a stra
tegic planning grant due to the fact 
that the juniors need a chance to pro
cess study abroad before jumping back 
into spring quarter. 


The retreat, which took place 
the weekend before first week, gave 
returnees a chance to reconvene off 
campus. 


Wiendenhoeft acknowledged the 
process of readjustment as a tough 
transition, for which she says there are 
several reasons, 


"It is very complicated because 
the students hav~ worked very hard 
to have a valuable experience, and 
that takes flexibility and knowledge to 
recognize and live within a different 
culture," said Wiendenhoeft. "Having 


done that and how valuable your expe
riences were gives you confidence, 
new skills and variOUS insights. When 
you come back to K you are within 
a system that may not mesh with 
the values that you discovered about 
yourself." 


Wiendenhoeft was positive about 
the retreat, noting the excitement of 
the students and the many evaluations 
that cited the event as long overdue. 


Stephanie Anderson, K'06, a Peer 
Advisor for the CIP felt that the event 
was most successful due to the fact 
that there was enough structure to 
the retreat while also maintaining an 
atmosphere that was not overbearing. 


Returning Rhiannon Thomas, 
K '05, felt that the retreat was a posi
tive experience, though she felt that 
improvements could be made, 


"I did not like the part where they 
asked us to have silent reflection. I 
was home for two months already; I 
just wanted to talk to people." 


Fellow junior Jackie Ball also 
enjoyed the retreat and encouraged the 
idea of expanding the event. 


"I really like the idea of making it 
into a two part event for a big senior 
year thing," said Ball. 


While the retreat is over, the pro
cess of adjustment for the juniors con
tinues. Wiendenhoeft reminds return
ing students to breathe and remember 
the experiences that they had while 
abroad. 


liue in the Henderson Castle Guesthouse Rent Free! 


Innkeepers Wanted-looking for two people not romanti
cally inuolued to liue in the guesthouse and share euening 
and weekend responsibilities at the Castle. Candidates must 
be conscientious, hardworking, ftexible, phYSically fit, non-


smokers who are excited about the Castle's history. 


Call 345-9069 to schedule an interuiew. 
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Closer look: Campus fragments dominate Chapel community space 
Kate C. Thomas 


Staff Writer 


Built in 1932, the tradition of Stetson 
Chapel runs as deep as its foundation, embed
ded in the earth of Kalamazoo College. 


Since the chapel appeared on 
Kalamazoo's fair Arcadian hill, its surround
ings have evolved, expanding to accom
modate a growing student population and 
technological advances. Most reCently, the 
expansion of Upjohn Library changed the 
campus landscape, shifting attention to the 
other side of Academy. 


Next in line for updates is Hicks Center, 
slated for completion in summer 2008. The 
renovation committee hopes to tum Hicks 
into a place where students can come togeth
er outside of class and away from the dorms, 
giving them a place to relax, work, or have 
fun. 


"Community" is the buzzword dur
ing these projects; architecture adapts and 
excitement ensues - until the next renova
tion, that is. As we create new spaces for 
community on campus, we overlook what 
we already have. 


Each week, Stetson Chapel gives the K 
community a physical space to come togeth
er and a sacred time to gather and commune 
with other students, faculty, and staff. 


In spite of chapel programming, which 
draws from numerous parts of the college, 
attendance is sparse. The average number of 
attendees ranges between 50 and 100, with 
approximately half devoted faculty and staff 
and half students and occasionally greater
Kalamazoo community members. 


The most noteworthy exceptions to 
this meager average have happened on 
special occasions: Honors Convocation, 
an annual celebration of academic excel
lence and outstanding student leadership; the 
Martin Luther King Day convocation, with 
Reverend Jevon Caldwell-Gross, K'04; and 
Betsy Hoort's memorial service, remember
ing and celebrating the life of a peer. 


''Why We Play," a chapel intended 
to recognize and celebrate K athletes, also 
boasted high attendance. With more than 
250 people in the audience, ''Why We Play" 
ended up a conversation among athletes, 
their coaches and a few other community 
members in an off-court venue. 


Though not unique to athletes, the 
demographics of this chapel aptly reveal a 
general lack of support at community-ori
ented events on campus. The chapel pro
gram experiences the same phenomenon. 
There is never a fixed audience; attendance 
has been voluntary for more than 20 years. 


As a result, each week's crowd repre
sents the organization, department, or indi
vidual presenting. Political science majors 
and faculty members attended the annual 
Weber Lecture in Government and Politics. 
Kalamazoo community members showed 
up to support Palestinian Shadia Kanaan, 
a local activist. Likewise, dog-loving stafi; 
faculty, and students howled together at the 
''Dog Days of Kalamazoo." 


Although we could easily ask who 
attends chapel each week, another consid
eration is who does not attend, and more 
importantly, why not. 


SpecifIcally because chapel program-


ming draws from so many different seg
ments of the K community, it reflects the 
fragmentation within it. On a campus where 
administration and faculty encourage stu
dents to get involved from their first day of 
orientation, participation in student organi
zations and groups becomes a way oflife. 


The double-edged sword of involve
ment helps students develop interests or 
hone skills while adding time and energy 
commitments to their already intense aca
demic life. As students immerse themselves 
in activities, they often begin to identify with 
specifIc groups. 


A student may associate herself with 
Kaleidoscope and Sisters in Science, as 
well as her Biology major, her Hannon hall, 
and her sophomore class. Certainly, she 
identifies with Kalamazoo College, which 
includes anyone who has ever attended or 
worked at K. But there's nothing in between. 
There's no on-campus-in-2006 group. 


Chapel provides the opportunity to 
find a common theme among different 
groups. Indeed, the program relies on those 
same groups for its weekly gatherings. But 
because it relies on distinctly individual 
parts of a larger community, the challenge 
of uniting them arises. 


Organization- or department-specific 
chapels - for example, the Jewish Student 
Organization's Holocaust remembrance 
or the Center for International Programs' 
reflections on study abroad - should serve 
to connect separate parts of the Kalamazoo 
community. Right now, however, they most
ly reveal social networks and factions on 
campus - of course, with some excep-


tions. 
The chapel program provides the 


opportunity for all-encompassing com
munity events in the context of narrowly 
focused ta!ks or presentations. Because of 
the fragmented nature ofK life, it's possible 
to live without interacting with other groups. 
Chapel works to bring them together. 


Reflecting the mission statement of 
the College, each week's chapel affords 
the K community an opportunity to better 
understand the complexities in a world as 
small as our campus. Such opportunities 
for understanding help us live successfully 
within that world. 


'This year has permitted the K commu
nity to question what must change to realize 
its own potential. Part of that realization will 
come when we look critically at the world 
within our campus, and recognize our own 
internal divisions and how they influence 
our sense of community. Instead of building 
bridges to close those gaps, we must make 
the most of the structures we already have 
in place. 


Chapel is a fixture in the Kalamazoo 
College tradition. Friday morning is the only 
time during the week for students, faculty, 
and staff to come together for a common 
purpose. There are no classes, no meetings, 
no other events. 


The time is sacred. 
It allows us to take a collective breath at 


the end of a busy week. It gives us a chance 
to reflect on what we learn and how we 
learn it. It provides an opportunity to weave 
a common tapestry from individual threads 
of experience. 


Singer-songwriter Camps to perform at K 
MCAT LSAT GMAT GRE DAT Patrick Hanlon 


Special to The Index 
Singer-songwriter Nini 


Camps will be performing a 
Student Activities Committee 
sponsored concert in the Quad 
Stop this Friday, April 7 at 8 
p.m. Camps recently completed 
a tour supporting the Texas trio 
Los Lonely Boys. 


Blending influence from 
her mixed Cuban and American 
heritage, Camps, who was born 
and raised in Miami, Florida, 
plays a unique blend of folksy
pop. Camps' music is high
lighted by her proficient use of 
acoustic slide guitar. 


"Nini actually played at the 
College once before and was a 
big success," said SAC member 
Karman Hamlin K'07 "She's 
gotten rave reviews and we're 
very excited to have her back." 


Opening 
for Camps is 
AK Healey. 
AK Healey is 
the solo proj
ect of Ashen 
Keilyn, found
er of the New 
York City 
indie band 
Scout. 


In addi


tion to the L----EOII"..,===::OphP'o£to courtesy Fasano. 


Kalamazoo Camps will be visiting K College on Fri
CStOllegec Qua~ day, April 7 as a SAC sponsored event. 


op, amps 


current tour includes shows also played with Joan Osborne 
at Hope College and Albion at Madison Square Garden in 
College. New York City. In addition to 


Camps has played with her live credentials, Camps' 
such artists as Los Lonely music has also been featured on 
Boys, Howie Day, Sophie B. such television programs such 
Hawkins, The Waifs, Melissa as "Felicity," MTV's "The Real 
Ferrick, and Ari Hest. She has World," and "Spyder Games." 


Beat the 
Price Increase 


The prices of our Classroom and Premium Online 


Courses are going up. Enroll by May 1st to lock in 


the current price! 


Call1-800-KAP-TEST or visit kaptest.com. 


Higher test scores guaranteed ~ A P L ~ 
or your money back;' 


TEST PREP AND 
ADMISSIONS 


1I'GIraDl1elt __ ....... --."' .. r ....... -.... -c- _ I _ ........ __ - ___ ~ TlIe"""' ___ a....- ___ ..,.~____ ... 
~ .... c- ...... _ _ ~_"- 'PNa_ ........ O"-'~ _'"'-c:It*oee.u-
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THE WEEK AHEAD 


THURSDAY April 6 
4 P.M., Olmsted Room - "African Renaissance, Challenges 


in Achieving the African Dream," lecture by Judith Bahemuka, 
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Kenya to the 
United Nations 


7 P.M., Dalton Theatre (LAC) - "Lecture on the War in 
Iraq," by Lt. Col. Scott Rutter 


7:30 P.M., Kalamazoo Valley Museum (230 N. Rose) 
- "Blue Dahlia presents Buster Keaton's Seven Chances," a 
musical concert blending guitars and drums and dulcimer 
with soaring vocals and distinctive sound effects; tickets ~5, 
~3 for students with I D 


TBA, Local Theatres - Premiere of the much anticipated 
feature film comedy "Kalamazoo?" produced by Kalamazoo 
natives Joanna Clare Scott and Dana E. Kowalski; the movie 
stars Mayim Bialik, who also starred as Blossom on the NBC 
comedy "Blossom" 


FRI DAY April 7 
8 P.M., Shaw Theatre at the Gilmore Complex (WMU 


Campus) - "Misalliance," an outrageous George Bernard 
Shaw comedy about a loveless engagement, a plane crash in 
the living room, and a mysterious gunman all converging on 
the same day; reserved seating; visit www.wmich.edujthea
tre for tickets 


8 P.M., Kalamazoo State Theatre (404 S. Burdick) -
Blues guitarist Sonny Landreth performs live on stage; 
Landreth who has received a Grammy nomination for Best 
Contemporary Blues Album and provides raw, loose and true 
Delta blues; general admission is ~12; tickets available at 
www.ticketmaster.com 


10:30 A.M, Stetson Chapel (LAC) - "Globalization From 
the Bottom Up," lecture by John Hatch, founder of FINCA 


SATU RDAYApril8 
9 A.M., Kalama:z:oo County Center Building - Southwest 


Michigan Postcard, Sports card and Collectible Show; over 1 


million po~t cards from the 1870'S to present alongside area 
sports card dealers; tickets ~2 


1 P.M., Woodworth Field - Baseball hosts Calvin College 
(Dou bleheader) 


8 P.M., Miller Auditorium (WMU Campus) - Season 
Finale, Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra; The KSO's principal 
violist, Igor Fedotov, takes center stage to perform Berlioz's 
"Harold in Italy;" visit www.kalamazoosymphony.com for 
ticket prices 


11 P.M., Epic Center (359 S. Kalamazoo Mall) - Aerial 
Angels present "The Naughty No-No Show;" a performance 
of aerial skills, dangerous escapes and pleather pants; the 
audience chooses the stunts and participates in the act; adult 
situations, humor and possible nudity; tickets ~20 


SUN DAY April 9 
2 P.M., Olds-Upton Rooms 103 and 316 - Psychology Majors' 


Senior Individualized Projects Presentations 


MON DAY April 10 
5 P.M., TBA (LAC) - "Never Again, Again: Genocide in 


Rwanda and Darfur," lecture by Scott Straus, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison 


8 P.M., Olmsted Room (LAC) - "The Paradox of Equality," 
the Phi Beta Kappa lecture by Deborah Stone, Dartmouth 
University 


TU ESDAY April 11 
3:30 P.M., Softball Field - Softball hosts Alma College 


(Doubleheader) 


8 P.M., Dewing Hall Room 103 (LAC) - "Hiding in the Mirror: 
The Mystery Allureof Extra Dimensions,"theTourtellotte Lectu re 
by Lawerence Krauss, Case Western Reserve University 


WEDNESDAYApril12 
7 P.M., Connable Recital Hall (LAC) - "Literacy and Economic 


Stability," informal lecture and discussion led by Linda Snyder, 
program director of the Goodwill Industries 


8 P.M., Olmsted Room (LAC) - Poetry and fiction read by 
Laura Kasischke, University of Michigan-Ann Arbor 
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TUESDAY EES FIRST 
CHAPEL OF THE YEAR 


DR. STETSON'S lNSPIRA T10NAL 


ADDRESS URGES STUDENTS TO 


A HIGHER SERVICE 


The first chapel exercises of the acad
emic year were held Tuesday morning 
at nine o'clock. Bowen Hall chapel was 
seated to its fullest capacity. A fter brief 
devotionals Dr. Stetson addressed the 
student -body. His talk was in part as 
follows : 


"Under conditions unlike ever before 
known in such an institution, we meet 
to begin our work. Five hundred insti
tutions have been converted into mili
tary posts in the last two months. Work 
for an indefinite period will be largely Oil 


a military basis. None of realize the 
significance of this change. New duties 
are now continually coming to us. We 
must readjust ourselves to this new sit
uation, and any person supposing that we 
will carry on our educational work as it 
has been in the past is suffering under 
a severe delusion. Nothing in America 
can be carried on as in former years. 
Our object, our conception of duty, our 
aims, all must ~hange. It will he easy 
for many of you, who ellter 011 new 
things today, to adjust yourselves. But 
it will not be so easy for you who have 
been used to the former type. of college 
life. Many disappointments may be ex
pected during the year, that is, sudden 
changes. For instance, word was re-


ce,vtd this mornmg from Dean Coole 
of the University of Michigan that no 
manuals for military law would be 
available, and that the commanding offi
cer must assign the manual for non
commissioned officers during the month 
of October. 


"This whole situation is a very serious 
one. The Government feels i! is neces
sary to call all men between the ages of 
eighteen and forty-six into service of 
some sort. When the Government feels 
it is necessary to begin calling young 
men of eighteen, and extends that call 
up to forty-six, you may be certain that 
there is serious work on hand. The 
Government is looking forward to a 
definite period of service. You need not 
think that the war will be ended in the 
near future. We still have a long period 
of it ahead, and a heavy burden on our 
shoulders. The Government has turned 
to the young men of America for that 
tremendous task of delivering the world 
from Prussianism. And this is your 
task. This very moment the fate of 
nations, the condition of men and women 
in Europe, the course of history for fu
ture years, all lies with you. It is well 
for you to know how great and how 
serious is this task before you." 


Alexander Velleman, of this city, 


offered a $100 Liberty Bond to the first 
Kalamazoo man of Company C to reach 


territory occupied by the Germans. This 


offer was made at the time the company 
left Kalamazoo. Sergeant Don Mac


Ewan of the 26th Sanitary Corps won 
one· half of this bond. 


A MESSAGE OF WELCOME FROM PRESIDENT STETSCN] 
EDITOR'S NOTE: 
These pages have 
been taken from 
one issue in 1918. 
The Index is the 
oldest student or
ganization on cam
pus, and its past is
sues are available in 
the Upjohn Library 
Commons Archive 
Department. If you 
would like to see 
any specific con
tent from the past 
repri nted, please 
let us know and we 
will try to oblige . 
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College Becomes 
Training Cam 


S. A. T. C. UNIT TO PREP 
STUDENT·SOLDIERS 


FOR SERVICE 


3 III preparing its quota 0 


• II ccr, nreded by the new 
ar'll", upon whose shoulder 


I r t the burden of delivering Ih 
1 11 w at Ih" Central powers. 


111 h ur. <la,Iy drilling, lIlilitar) 
I army discipline are some a 


rei chan 'N that are being mad 
a 1 and ne of the fine t groups of 


men tbat could be assembled any 
I alre;ody been voluntarily in


It t"c C liege unit of the Stu-
rmy Traming Corps to undergo 


Int'antry, 


( onllnued on page {"ur) 


SEVERAL NEW COURSES 
FOR STUDENT SOLDIERS 


SURVEYING, BUSINESS MANAGE
MENT, WAR ISSUES, AND WAR 


FRENCH AMONG THEM 


Kalamazoo College has responded to 
the Students' Army Training Corps 
movement and has at the present time 
a curriculum under the direction of the 
War Department's Committee on Edu
cation and Special Training. The course 
of study for all students under eighteen 
years of age shall cover one year. In 
many cases this study will be not unlike 
it has been in the past. However, the 
work of the nineteen year men shall be 
twenty-four weeks, one term shorter, 
thus crowding out some of the former 
work, while the twenty year men shall 
have entirely new work. The men shall 
be sorted over every three months, 
close attention being paid to each one, 
so as to assign him to the department for 
which he is most capable and gifted. In 
this manner the students shall be pre
pared for the greatest usefulness in the 
army. 


It is intimated that many of the new
termed courses of study are in reality 
old departments assuming new names. 
For instance, War Issues sounds very 
familiar when spoken of as Dr. Balch's 
history department. Several of the 
more advanced mathematic courses have, 
through military necessity, been crowd
ed out by such new courses as surveying. 
All old departments are now condensed 
and intensified for war purposes. Sev
eral new courses have been added fo r 
the benefit of those doing chemical 
war service. Accounting, T ransportation, 
and Business Management are offered 
for the Quartermaster and Ordnance 
Corps. Men. not only 0 f ability, but of 
experience in the work of economics, 
are wanted in this group. A splelldid 
new course in \Var French has been in
troduced into the modern language de
partment. This is a valuable asset to 
men e. 'pecting to be in France in a short 
time. 


TOOl SUISCItPJ1QIt TO mE 11)0 IS PAJAIU,.t ma 
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Out to the movies: V is for vendetta, visually appealing and very smart 
TJ Kosinski 
Staff Writer 


"Remember, remember the fifth of 
November," says Evey in the opening 
line of "V for Vendetta." The movie 
itself urges not to be forgotten. Packed 
with explosive action and a challeng
ing plot, this is not a film that will fall 
into the myriad summer blockbusters. 


Based on Alan Moore's graphic 
novel, it's a call for liberation that's 
at once epic, but also personal. As 
scripted by the Wachowski brothers 
and directed by James McTeigue, it's 
a melodramatic tale of romance and 
identity. 


At well over two hours, "V" is 
glutted with lectures about semiot
ics and hegemonic theory that will 
alienate youngsters craving non-stop 
action and probably strike older audi
ences as somewhat pretentious. Both 
self-important and perhaps genuinely 
important in equal measures, "V" is 
finally quite thrilling, a movie that 
overwhelms you with its passion, even 
if you don't know where that passion 
is directed. 


Set in the not-too-distant future, 
"America's War" has spread over to 
the rest of the world, leaving western 
society in ruins. In England, a repres-


sive regime fronted by Chancellor 
Sutler (John Hurt), has rooted out 
all manner of sexual and religious 
variation, controlling the government, 
police and media. On Nov. 5, the man 
known as "V" (the voice and body, 
but never face, of Hugo Weaving), 
a knife-wielding anarchist in a Guy 
Fawkes mask, destroys the old halls 
of justice and promises that one year 
hence, he will fulfill Guy Fawkes' 
dream by destroying Parliament and 
he modestly hopes the oppressed peo
ple will rise up and stand with him. 
His somewhat unwilling ally in all this 
is Evey (Natalie Portman), a work
ing class woman whose parents were 
activists. 


In the source material, Evey is 
a wide-eyed stray, who worships V 
immediately and for good reason: he 
saved her life, he's got some revolu
tionary ideas, and he has an elaborate 
collection of modern art. She's like 
one of those imbeciles who wears a 
Che t-shirt, but couldn't tell you a 
thing about the guy except how cool 
he looks in silkscreen. In an important 
embellishment, one that undermines 
all of the "They're glorifying a terror
ist" talk, here Evey is an independent 
woman, a smart gal who recognizes 


that V isn't quite right in the head, 
a man whose desire for revenge has 
destroyed his ability to be a functional 
human. 


Make no mistake, "V for Vendetta" 
does indeed have a terrorist at its cen
ter, he's so sufficiently askew that 
intelligent viewers will be capable of 
recognizing which parts of his goals 
are admirable and which are deranged. 
The Wachowskis have done a decent 
job of paring down the extraneous 
subplots in Moore's comic, though 
every scene without V or Evey is a 
chore. As V plans, two investigators 
(Stephen Rea and Rupert Graves) try 
to track him down for the sole dra
matic purpose of dredging up the 
truth of V's origins. When those stock 
characters are on screen, "V" slows 
and McTeigue, so confident with the 
up-tempo material, seems to accept 
that they're just a necessary exposi
tional evil. 


The late Adrian Biddle's cinema
tography captures a strange mix of ico
nography that ranges from London's 
postcard locales to a vision of decay
ing working classic England that's 
both a futuristic dystopia, but also 
a snap-shot taken from the nation's 
Thatcher era. Copying many images 


directly from David Lloyd's original 
illustrations, "V for Vendetta" is often 
visually striking, rising to its greatest 
level of inspiration in its final act. 
On all technical levels, "V" is a big 
movie, occasionally bludgeoning the 
audience. 


Yet, at its center, "V" has a 
splendid performance from Portman. 
Sharing most of her scenes with vaude
ville disguised hero and an assortment 
of totalitarian caricatures, Portman's 
every choice comes off as natural. 
Tortured and broken down for much 
of the film, she pitches her torment 
at a level just below the film's Gothic 
excesses. Like Naomi Watts in "King 
Kong," Portman has no human refer
ence points to playoff of, but stays 
grounded. 


Weaving provides at least some 
assist with a florid vocal performance. 
If V is more than just a costume, it's 
because he somehow inhabits the garb 
and Portman somehow believes the 
illusion. 


Ultimately, "V for Vendetta" is 
filled with beautiful imagery, inspir
ing acting, and relevant political over
tones . It's a film that has both attrac
tive visuals and ideas that make its 
audience think. 


Just Holly's Taste: A convenient Martini for everyone 
Holly C. Gillis 
Staff Writer 


Just a few blocks from campus sits a small, 
almost bistro, called Martini's. Perhaps it's "still-in
the-works" look may offset potential patrons. But if 
one take's a closer look it has been a mainstay in the 
Vine neighborhood for over 10 years. 


served. The restaurant plans to expand not only in width 
and length but also in its selection so as to accommodate 
ever growing patronage. 


The menu is relatively extensive for a neighbor run
in/run-out kind of place. It's composed or chalkboards 
above the register. Instead of asking you if you would 
like fries with that, employees inquire if you would like 
a Stewart Soda with your pizza. Clearly, one goal of the 


Martini's Pizza 
832 S. Westnedge 
(269) 388-8883 


works methodically in an open kitchen as hungry 
More than 15 years ago, the origi


nal Martini's opened in Kalamazoo. 
Unlike many businesses that move and 
lose their clientele, Martini's has not 
only kept its clientele but grown its 
fan base. Their regulars have had such 
an impact, that Martini's is forced to 
renovate and expand. Clearly there is 
something special lying within. 


1"7---:::----------------__ ------------, customers are invited to watch. The 


As one walks in, they are immedi
ately struck by the laidback, chill feel 
of the restaurant. The expressive use 
of light is used to continue this senti
ment along with the fusion Jazz playing 
above. Walking through the corridor, 
the art deco feel becomes more and 
more apparent. 


Though 
business 


Currently only a wall length counter with stools 
to match the atmosphere reside. However, in the 
future, there will be a full restaurant in which to be 


it looks closed, Martini's Pizza is 
and taking orders seven days 


restaurant is to keep things local both in the ingredients 
they use and the palate provided. 


From calzones to salads to pasta to pizza, the staff 


n 
open for 
a week. 


salads are huge to go with the rest of the 
portioning. The Greek Salad had deli
cious feta and crisp cucumbers dressed 
in Martini's house Greek dressing. The 
Calzone that my dinner partner ate was 
garlicy with other aromas bursting as 
the steam rolled out. 


A fellow college student dining 
that night said "This is where you go if 
you feel like a quick meal but you want 
something a little more artsy - a little 
more expressive." 


As the weather continues to warm 
and brighten, homework permitting, 
students will be getting out more and 
more to downtown. As you walk, bike, 


drive, or scooter, keep Martini's in mind. It is so con
venient to campus with an atmosphere that is so much 
different than the norm. 
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Chapel Chat: Signs of life 


Spring quarter, and the air feels alive with new 
life! Maybe it's the green things poking up through 
the ground, or maybe it's the fact that the juniors 
have brought their study abroad experiences back 
with them. Whatever it is, it feels great here at K 
College. 


In the midst of this burgeoning life ofK College 
spring quarter, I want to make sure people know 
about some possibilities - opportunities to stop and 
breathe, ask questions like "why?" and connect with 
others through various chapel programs. 


-Change in chapel schedule: We have begun 
a new schedule with coffee and doughnuts from 
10:30-11:00 a.m. in the Foyer, and the program itself 
will start at II :00 a.m. and finish by 11 :40 a.m. This 
week John Hatch will be speaking on "Globalization 
from the Bottom Up." 


-Complementary Ways of Knowing: Some stu: 
dents have felt that they are forced to choose between 
science and spirituality; this two part series (April 5 
and 12) will help students and faculty explore epis-


Farms 2 K College 
Continued from page 1. 


local farmers, and community local food acttvlsts. 
Farms to K College works specifically to bring locally 
grown foods to the K College cafeteria and to build 
relationships between the college and the local farming 
community," said Katanski. 


In addition to the Local Food Showdown, the 
group has been working on a number of other projects, 
including encouraging other schools such as Calvin 
College to begin their own Farms to College orga
nization, bringing m the Sodexho District Manager 
from Minnesota as a guest speaker, working with the 
Michigan Food Alliance, and offering rides to the 
](alamazoo Farmers' Market on the weekends later 
this spring. Their next meeting is Wednesday April 12 
at 5 pm. 


temological assumptions, dispel false dichotomies, and 
break down insularity. The first, led by Philosopher and 
Historian of Science Dr. Stephen Wykstra, will con
sider worldview and its relationship to scientific theo
rizing. The second will feature Kalamazoo College fac
ulty members from biology, chemistry, physics, math, 
philosophy and religion (including Jim Langeland, 
Tom Askew, Jeff Bartz, John Fink, Cybelle Shattuck, 
Ashley McDowell and Stephen Petersen as well as 
Dr. Wykstra), discussing why science and spirituality 
have seemed to be in conflict, and how these "ways 
of knowing" may complement one another. Delightful 
refreshments will be provided! 


-Sunday evening meditation/reflection services 
have been shifted later to 9:00 p.m. They will be either 
in Stetson or outside as the quarter progresses. Join us 
this week as we meditate and chant with music based 
on the Taize community, a community of reconciliation 
in France. 


-Several support/discussion groups: Women's 
spirituality group will continue as will the Staff 


Women's Spirituality Group. A new group open only 
to seniors, called Wisdom Ways will meet on Sunday 
evenings to prepare for the move beyond K college. 
A group (co-sponsored by InterVarsity and the cha
pel) will meet to study Jim Wallis' "God's Politics." 


-Dream workshop: This is a heads-up to mark 
your calendars for an afternoon retreat on dreams and 
how your reflection on them can aid your growth will 
be held on April 20. More on this later. 


-Open nights in the Cavern: Students who are 
involved in the chapel program wil\. be welcoming 
those who want some quiet, tea, cookies, or even 
some knitting. From 7.00-10:00 p.m. (approximate
ly) Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. 


Signs of new life: The new sign marking the 
entrance into The Cavern, the space where many 
meetings are held, which provides quiet (and Kleenex 
and chocolate too), is meant as an invitation. Take it 
personally, this invitation not only into the physical 
space under the chapel, but also into a metaphorical 
space of spiritual growth. Join us! 


Recyclers bite nails and sort paper in anticipa
tion of RecycleMania victory 


Aaron Aupperlee 
News Editor 


Kalamazoo College entered the final week of 
RecycleMania in a tight race for second place in the Grand 
Champion category. Only Cal State San Marcos tops K 
College in the prestigious competition. 


K recycled an impressive 48.99 percent ofits total waste 
last week, week nine of the ten-week competition. Cal State 
San Marcos has yet to post week nine figures, but Kalamazoo 
College inched closer to its week eight rate of 51.4 percent of 
totaled waste recycled. Point Lorna Nazarene University, in 
San Diego, California, appears off the leaders' pace in third 
place, recycling 44.81 percent of their total waste. 


Cal State San Marcos' figures for week nine are 
tough to predict according to Kalamazoo College Recycling 
Coordinator Rob Townsend. Cal State San Marcos spring 
break occurred during week nine. Recycle rates from other 
top schools dropped during their spring breaks. Point Lorna 
Nazarene, for example, dropped 12 percent from a com
petition high of 49.41 during spring break and never fully 
recovered. 


K's spring break recycle crew, on the other hand, put 
the Beast in high gear during break, recycling a competition 
high 69.19 percent of total waste. "Spring break could decide 
first and second place this year in the Grand Champion." 
Townsend said. 


The uncertainty leaves campus recycling crew mem
bers, who have worked hard for the past ten weeks to turn 
in a strong showing in this year's competition, nervous. 
According to Assistant Recycling Coordinator Tony Holt, 
K'05, the Grand Champion category could go either way 
when the paper settles at the end of the final week. 


"We could go up," Holt said. "But we're against some 


tough competition. Cal State San Marcos has a large student 
population but is only focusing on a small portion of it for the 
competition but if we recycle right for the rest of the week, 
we could take it." 


Holt would also like to thank the campus for their recy
cling efforts during the competition. "Every piece of paper 
counts." 


checks I balanced 


let's get to work. 
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French fight reform, not status quo in recent bout of student protests 


David Kudzia 
Contributor 


gish in creating new jobs and is being outpaced by even 
Germany, which until recently had been one of the worst 


the economy improves, they can afford to do so, but if 
things go south, then they are stuck with these life-long 
employees, which may hold back company attempts to 
ride out hard times. With these jobs locked away for 
life, competition and efficiency are reduced. Without 
the flexibility that other industrialized nations enjoy, 
the French economy will be hampered in its efforts to 
compete and neither students nor urban youth can look 
forward to bright economic futures. 


examples of recession in Western Europe. 
In France, youth of all stripes seem to be angry at 


something. With last year's urban riots among unem
ployed Muslims and last month's labor protests involv
ing over a million students from 24 universities it seems 
that the status quo is under heavy assault. Might some 
long-awaited reform come in the wake of these quintes
sentially French urban demonstrations? 


Not if the protesters themselves have anything to 
say about it. The student marches, while echoing those 
of 1968, are directed at protecting the status quo against 
a recently passed labor contract law. Part of this law 
seeks to make lay-offs of workers under the age of 26 
easier for employers. This liberalization of the rigid 
French employment laws is among the first of P~ 
Minister de Villepin's attempts to combat the stagnation 
has enveloped France. With unemployment sitting stub
bornlyaround 10 percent, the economy has been slug-


In the midst of such a job market, it is only natural 
that students would seek to protect their future jobs from 
the ebb and flow of market forces. But in seeking to 
stifle this minor attempt at labor reform, these students 
are only reducing their chances at any job once they 
graduate. Along with hurting college graduates, this 
lack of openness in the labor market also hurts the thou
sands of unemployed Muslim youths who are locked 
into a cycle of poverty and rejection by the society at 
large. With France's static and fossilized labor market, 
it should come as no surprise that these descendants of 
North African guest workers turn to street violence. 


One of the reasons that French companies and 
employers are reluctant to add more positions is the 
rigid laws regarding employment. Many workers are 
protected in their jobs for life, which makes it very dif
ficult for businesses to justify hiring more workers. If 


That is not to say that a loosening of labor laws 
and other economic reform will solve France's unem
ployment problems quickly or without hardship. Any 
shuffling of jobs and business will produce uncertainty 
and pain for workers who find their livelihoods disap
pearing. But if reform does not occur now, it will only 
become more difficult as the years pass. The more time 
the French economy takes to open up to the increasing 
trends of market liberalization, the more difficult and 
painful the shock will be when it is forced upon these 
same students. 


Ira~~U~~~9~~~ ~t you think it is '--W-om-e-n-in-th-e-W-e-ig-h-t -R-o-om----. 
G American Freedom Alliance) recalls that 


regory LaVoy before "the Americans came, you could not 
Contributors say you were Kurdish ... in Kirkuk. Now 


It goes without saying that US efforts of you can be proud to be a Kurd in Kirkurk. 
rebuilding Iraq have been more difficult than It is wonderful to say who you are and not 
many anticipated, resulting in a checkered be afraid and it is wonderful to look towards 
legacy of successes and failures. If one were rebuilding my home." First-hand accounts 
to listen solely to the mainstream media on of soldiers from Iraq tell of secure cities 
the issues, however, you might think that the where soldiers do not need to wear layers of 
complete story is one of total failure. With a protective armor or brandish large weapons 


< majority of international media concentrated because the townspeople know them. 
in Baghdad - the area with the most active Corporal James Hamel recently relayed 
insurgency - it is no wonder the news a story of educational triumphs in Al Asad. 
media seems to have adopted one of its old Under the Hussein regime, the ruraJ location 
mantras: "Ifit bleeds, it leads." This is not to was all but abandoned in terms of educa
imply that the media is purposely mislearling tional development, with only 9 children 
the public, but they aren't covering the full attending the regional school in 1998. Now, 
picture of lraq. The issue is that there are as over 70 students attend classes and they 
many important positive stories as negative use supplies delivered by Marines. In one 
stories that could provide a more complete description of a recent distribution, Hamel 
understanding of the situation in lraq. quotes Corporal Marema in saying, "The 


To follow are some first-hand accounts kids are always happy to see us, and they've 
from lraq, many of which you probably always trusted us .. . But now, more parents 
haven't heard before. are allowing the kids to come up and interact 


American Military Making a Positive 
Difference 


The successes of rebuilding Iraq really 
are the combined successes of lraqis and 
American soldiers working together. In fact, 
no more than four of the lraq's 18 provinc
es still have active insurgencies. American 
military personnel have done more than just 
provide security; they have helped rebuild 
schools, hospitals, and other critical infra
structure, they have facilitated successful 
political reforms and elections, and they 
have worked to gain the trust of the Iraqis 
they are helping. 


One Iraqi named Surood (of the lraqi-


with us, so they're starting to trust us, too. 
To me, that's progress." Marema's story 
demonstrates how the US is winning "hearts 
and minds" in Iraq. 


Women's Rights March Forward 


One of the triumphs of democracy and 
human rights in Afghanistan and lraq has 
been real opportunities and political rights 
for women. One needs to look no further 
than the flood of images of Iraqi girls attend
ing school for the first time or Iraqi women 
with purple fingers who have taken part in 
all of the elections in Iraq to see how women 
are taking part in shaping their future and 


Continued on page 11 . 


Stephanie Anderson 
Contributor 


I opened the door to the weight 
room on a Monday afternoon only to 
be brushed aside as a male student 
exited. Linkin' Park played loudly in 
the background filling both sides of the 
weight room, and I hesitated, consider
ing whether I really wanted to exercise 
or wait until later. I didn't remember 
until this moment why I started Women 
in the Weight Room last fall. I realized, 
though, that if! felt like this someone 
who has played sports my whole life, 
lifted weights since high school, and 
has even worked as a fitness instruc
tor-I could only imagine how women 
with less experience might feel. 


As a response, I started Women 
in the Weight Room to make a space 
just for women to exercise away from 
the societal expectations and pressures 
created by men. The program runs two 
days a week: Sundays from 3 p.m.-5 
p.m. (a time when the weight room 
is usually not open) and Tuesdays 
from 8:30-10 p.m. On average, 12-15 
women attend on Sundays and 18-
25 on Tuesdays. In addition to stu
dents, female faculty and staff, includ
ing President Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran, 
Chaplain Mary Ellen Ashcroft, and 
English Professor Tracy Cox-Stanton 
have attended. Women's athletic teams 
have also taken advantage of these 
available tunes. Judging from those 
who have participated and from those 
\\ ho have not. the program is a suc
cess. 


The weight room is open to 
the entire campus 81 hours a week. 
Women in the Weight Room uses only 
one and a half ofthose hours, since the 
Sunday time is before normal opera
tion. Nevertheless, it still faces resis
tance. Although some men respectfully 
leave if they come to exerci~e during 
the program, others disrespect the few 
hours allotted to Women in the Weight 
Room. Some male students and facul!) 
continue to work out after the specified 
hours have begun, and still worse, oth
ers argue and express annoyance at the 
apparent inconvenience the program 
imposes on their time. 


Recently, I found a disc in the 
CD player labeled, "Women in the 
Weight Room: Sundays and Tuesdays." 
Curious, I played it only to hear music 
characterized by men screaming, vio
lent lyrics, and tales of drugs and 
sex. Beyond being offensive, music 
like this is antithetical to the goal 
of Women in the Weight Room. The 
environment created by the CD and the 
men who made it are exactly why this 
program was established. This lack of 
understanding is disappointing. 


Women in the Weight Room 
empowers female faculty, staff, and stu
dents. It has provoked dialogue outside 
the spectrum of athletics. Rather than 
focusing on the fact that women have 
their own time to exercise, we should 
question why the space is necessary in 
the first place. My hope is that men and 
women alike will continue to discuss 
this issue, realizing that it involves not 
just women but men too. 
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The Buzz on Sports: March Madness holds true to its name -
Roger Garfield second-half dunks from the Gator big men were impressive, the team that had been in the national spotlight and ranked 
Sports Editor and the Gators dominated every facet of the game, winnning in the top five all season long. Connecticut looked like the 


Every March, in the midst of the NCAA Tournament, it 
seems as though I am making the same proclamation. 


'This has to be the most exciting tournament ever," I 
say, to whoever will listen. 


Underdog teams make the Big Dance what it is: the 
most entertaining event in sports. 


Last year, it was West Vtrginia almost making it to the 
Final Four as an eight seed, playing fourth-seeded Louisville 
to the wire in a regional final, only to let a 22-point lead 
unfurl as a Cardinal 3-point assault ended the Mountaineers' 
hopes. 


Later that nigJlt, Illinois beat Arizona in what I consider 
the greatest NCAA Tournament game I've ever seen. Down 
IS with four minutes to go, the lllini's Deron Willianls 
spearheaded a frantic comeback. Steal after steal, 3 after 3, 
improbable make after improbable make, lllinois somehow 
surmolmted Arizona and made its way to the Final Four. 


Those two games, of many, are still ingrained in my 
mind from the 2005 tournament. 


TIus year, after watching the first two weekends of the 
tournament, I was ready to deem the 2006 tournament the 
best ever; I thOUght it had one-upped its predecessor. 


But the NCAA Tournament abided by its March 
Madness moniker almost too fuith.fu1ly, as the three games 
of the Final Four - all played in April- were some of the 
least exciting contests of the Big Dance. 


Monday night's championship game between Florida 
and UCLA was one of the most one-sided in the tourna
ment's history. Joakim Noall's six blocks and a barrage of 


Letter to the Editor 


73-57. mid-major that didn't belong, Huskies with tails between 
Which makes the Final Four a letdown. Don't get me their legs. Mason held on to win, 86-84, and became the first 


wrong; Florida deserves credit for its game plan, for its near II seed to make the Final Four since LSU in 1986. 
perfect execution (the Gators scored 73 points on a Bruin The Patriots fell to Florida Saturday, but they had 
defense that had not allowed more than 45 points in its two already made their presence felt as a legitimate national 
previous games). But considering the numerous barnburners contender. Coach Jim Larranaga seemed to enjoy the ride 
of the first four rounds - the buzzer beaters, the excruciating more than anyone. Before the tournament began, he told his .... 
finishes - the Final Four, the tournament's Last Dance, was team to have more fun than any other team in the field of64. 
a ballet. The first four rounds were a passionate Rumba. TIlere's no question the Patriots did that. 


The star of the 2006 tournament was George Mason, Now, had George Mason beaten Florida and advanced 
from Fairfax, Va Before the tourney, many people would to the title game, this tournament would stack up elsewhere 
have asked, "Oh, what team does he play forT Now, it's safe in history. The same can be said of LSU. TIle Tigers had 
to say the nation knows that George Mason is, indeed, not a been impressive in coming out of the Atlanta regional, beat
player, but a team full of talented ones. ing Duke and Texas, but in Indy, they failed to show up. If 


On weekend one, the II th-seeded Patriots upended two they had shown the Bruins their swagger, perhaps the Final 
of last year's Final Four teams (six seed Michigan State and Four would have been more indicative of the tourney's 
three seed North Carolina). The next weekend, after eas- March games 
ily handling Wichita State in the Washington, D.C. region- Alas, it was not. So many images - Tennessee's Chris 
aI semifina1s, George Mason, from the Colonial Athletic Lofton's prayer from the corner being answered versus 
Association, a team that had never won a tournament game Wmthrop on the tourney's first day to prevent the two
before its first round victory over the Spartans, took on the seeded Volunteers from going down; 14 seed Northwestern _ 
Dance's top dogs: the Huskies of Connecticut. State's Jermaine Wallace hitting a step-back, fade away rain-


In the Game of the Tournament, the Patriots rallied bow to secure a first-round upset over three-seeded Iowa; 
from nine points down at halftime to take the lead late in the Texas' Kenton Paulino displaying the ice in his veins with a 
second half; only to be caught by the Huskies as Denlwn last-second 3 to lift his Longhorns over West Vtrginia after 
Brown's last-gasp lay-up attempt hung on the rim, tried the Mountaineers' Kevin PittsnogJe had just made a 3-bomb -. 
its best to fall off, but trickled through the nylon to force to tie it - made this March one of true madness. 
overtime. If only the Final Four could have danced to a similar 


That's when the Patriots showed their mettle. In the beat, the 2006 NCAA Tournament would have been the best -
extra period, George Mason looked like the Big East squad, ever - the maddest of the mad. 


IraqlMore than the press portrays 
:> 


Dear Editor: 


I write regarding an article pub
lished in The Windex last quarter on 
March 9, 2006. I recognize and sup
port this humorous publication, but 
write to encourage better judgment 
on the part of both writers and edi
tors for future subject matter. This 
particular article discussed the death 
of a Kalamazoo College swim team 
member in a meet when he could not 
actually swim. When I first read this 
article, [ was surprised and hurt by 
its inappropriate content. 


away on Dec. 9, 2005, exactly three 
months prior to the publication of 
this article. For many students on 
this campus, myself included, the 
death of a fellow student and friend 
is a real and terrible situation. The 
already difficult grief process is 
made even more difficult when an 
event such as this article makes light 
of reality. 


Continued from page 10. 


the future of their country. These rights 
were unavai.Jable in Hussein's oppressive 
state where over 4,000 "honor killings" of 
women are recorded to have taken place. 
Further, 90.6 percent of "Iraqi women are 
hopeful about their future" in a democratic 
Iraq, according to a recent survey by Women 
for Women International. 


In post-Saddam Iraq, the Coalitional 
Provisional Authority (CPA) recognized the 
importance of bringing women into the fold 
in every facet of Iraqi society. They allocated 
over $6.5 million to ''women's groups for 
business and professional development. For 
example, the Mansour Women's Center, 


Samarra, it was more than 100,000 Iraqi 
soldiers who maintained the peace and pre
vented the all-out civil war forecasted by 
American media talking-heads. 


Even more poignant are stories like that 
of Private Imad Abid Zeid Jassim, of the 
Iraqi Civil Defense Corps, who was accord
ed a citation for bravery for his actions. As 
reported in an article by freelance journal
ist W. Thomas Smith, Jr., while on patrol, 
Jassim's group was ambushed by gunfire, 


I do not believe that discussing 
the fictional death of a college stu
dent is ever appropriate particularly 
on Kalamazoo College's campus. 
Since 1999, seven K College stu
dents have passed away as the result 
of illness, suicide, or murder. This 
statistic indicates to me that death 
and grief play a significant role in 
the lives of students on this campus 
and making light of a student death 
is uncompassionate and inconsider
ate. Betsy Hoort, K'06, was the most 
recent student we lost. She passed 


I completely trust and believe 
that the author and editors did not 
realize the insensitivity of this article 
to many individuals on campus still 
coping and grieving over the loss 
of Betsy. My intention in writing 
this letter is to encourage a greater 
awareness of campus concerns. I 
hope that in the future delicate mat
ters will be appropriately addressed. 
I el}courage The Index to serve as a 
publication that is as compassionate 
as possible to all individuals of this 
campus community. 


Sincerely, 


• 
Dana Szombati, K'06 


• the ftrst of nine women's center to open in 
Baghdad, was made possible through a grant 
from the CPA." TIlls program and others 
like it show how the US is committed to 
aiding Iraqi women. 


Iraqi Soldiers Are Stepping Up To 
the Plate 


Iraqis have stepped up in large numbers 
to enlist in the national army or other securi
ty forces. As journalist Ralph Peters recently 
reported upon his return from Iraq, follow
ing the bombing of the Golden Mosque in 


.
with some shots striking a Marine. Jassirn 
and his four Iraqi counterparts immediately 
sprung into action; coming to the aid of the 
wounded Marine, he "dragged the wounded 
Marine out of the line offlre to a covered and 
concealed positiorl .. reengaged the enemy ... 
aggressively pushed forward ... dislodged the _ 
enemy fighters .... His efforts clearly saved 
the life of the Marine" all while under fire 
from well-concealed insurgents. The fuet ~ 
that Iraqi soldiers like Jassim can operate 
with courage under fire demonstrates how 
they are stepping up to the challenge of 
securing their country. 


Ralph Peters sunmled up the situation 
and legacy in a way that should bring hope ". 
to all Americans: ''We're trying to help a 
failing civilization rescue itselLdon't let 
anyone tell you we're failing in Iraq." 
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Softballers on verge of eclipsing 2005 win total as MIAA play begins 
Eli Melaas 
A&E Editor 


In 2005, the Kalamazoo College wom
en's softball team did not eam its third vic
tory until April 16. This spring, the squad 
bas already racked up three victories and is 
making great strides as the season moves 
forward. 


During their 5-1 extra-inning loss to 
Bethel the following day, the Hornets unfor
tunately took a hard blow when their starting 
shortstop, sophomoreKariAnderson, suffered 
a serious wrist injury while being tagged out 
at the plate. Despite losing Anderson's skills 
on the field, head coach Heather Wheaton 
bas remained quite optimiStic. 


and closed out the trip with a 3-5 record. 
Since returning home the team bas been 
roughed up for seven losses and a tie, yet 
they continue to show much more motiva
tion and confidence on the field than last 


son with the support of our coaches," said 
Hamlin. "Hard work in the preseason in 
breaking down our swings and working on 
fundamentals has paid off." 


In spite of some of the recent setbacks, 
coach Wheaton believes that if the teanl stays 
focused and positive, better results will even
tually come their way. 


year. 


The Hornets opened up the year on a 
solid note during their spring break trip to Ft. 
Myers, Fla. After dropping its first game to 
Ursinus, 7-2, Kalamazoo bounced back nice
ly with an 8-0 win over Skidmore. Freshman 
Michelle Brittain had an impressive debut 
on the mound, pitching a complete game 
four-hitter. 


"Any time that you've lost a player due 
to injury, it is going to affect the team," she 
said. "But Uunior) Kim Juwong bas done a 
great job filling that role and Kari will still be 
utilized in base running situations which will 
benefit the team greatly." 


The Hornets have especially displayed 
improvement in tile batter's box where they 
are currently hitting .251 as a team - 73 
points higher than in 2005. Junior Kannan 
Hamlin (.375 avg., 2 HR, 10 RBI) and 
seniors Breigh Montgomery (.324 avg., 1 
RBI) and Emily Schoo1master (.295 avg., 7 
RBI) have all been consistent at the plate. 


"Our biggest expectation is to com
pete," said Wheaton. "We are going to be 
aggressive and confident in our abilities and 
know that we can compete with every team 
we play." 


The Hornets' next home game is a dou
bleheader Tuesday, April 11, versus AInla Kalamazoo eamed two more victories 


over Bowdoin College and Elms College 
"I think the team bas made tremendous 


progress since the beginning of the sea- College at 1 p.m. 


Records in the wings for baseball team 
Roger Garfield 
Sports Editor 


While the 2006 season is only two weeks old, one thing 
is aJready clear about the Kalanlazoo College baseball team: 
this squad is going to be the winningest in school history. 


The Kaianlazoo record for wins in a season is 15, 
achieved in 1969, 1988, and 1999. Through 18 games this 
season, the Hornets have already won 14 - an incredible 
start, considering where the program bas been in recent 
years. 


the opposing teams score. His 0.64 ERA - down from 6.93 
ERA from last season - is extraordinary, especially consid
ering he's pitched 28 innings. 


To Wideen, who's in his fifth season at the helm of the 
Hornets, the amlS ofMackinoon and Leifeld jumpstarted the 
soon-to-be historic season. 


"Winning the first five games in Florida gave us a lot 
of confidence," Wideen said. "Charlie and Mike threw well 
on the first day, but it was tile second and third set of games 
we were most concerned witll. Different players stepped up, 


In 2005, the Hornets 
finished 11-20. The previous 
two seasons, they amassed a 
combined record of 6-57. 


r--------------------, including several freshmen, 


This season bas been 
a lesson in juxtaposition. 
Already Kalamazoo is 
ranked seventh in the mid
east region, according to the 
American Baseball Coaches 
Association. 


and helped us out on the 
mound and at the plate to 
win those games." 


Indeed, it bas been the 
consistent contributions 
from every player who bas 


. graced the diamond that bas 
helped the Hornets start as 
well as they have. 


The campaign began 
in Fort Myers, Fla., as the 
Hornets played 10 games 
there over spring break. They 
won their first five games and 
finished the trip 8-2. Now, 
after eight MIAA games, the 
Hornets are second in the 


Photo courtesy of kzoo.edu. 


In the team's most 
recent action, they swept Tri
State University (1-15, 0-8 
MIAA) in a doubleheader at 
home on Saturday, April I, 
and tile two winning pitch
ers were the third and fourth 
anns in the rotation. 


Junior pitcher Mike Leifeld is off to a 4-0 
start. His ERA is a microscopic 0.64. 


league standings, with a record of6-2, and their overall mark 
of 14-4 is tops among MIAA teams. 


After 18 games last year, the Hornets were just 6-12 and 
in the midst of a 13-game slide. This year's team appears to 
have more savvy and more depth, which have been recipes 
for success. 


"Our sophomores and juniors have developed nicely 
and are really carrying the team, especially on the mound," 
coach Steve Wideen said. 


The team's go-to pitchers are juniors Charlie Mackinnon 
and Mike Leifeld. Mackinoon - who led the team in wins, 
innings pitched, and strikeouts and eamed an All-MIAA 
first team nod a year ago - bas begun the spring at a high 
level once again: Mackinnon has a 2.48 ERA in 29 innings 


....J pitched this year, with 32 strikeouts and a 4-0 record. 
Leifeld, too, is 4-0, and he bas basically refused to It!t 


Freshman Justin Warner 
pitched the first game at Woodworth Field and allowed just 
six hits and one eamed run en route to a 7-2 Hornet win. 
Sophomore Jeff Leone and jUnior Caleb Kent led the way 
offensively with two RBI apiece, and freshman Ryan 
Benjamin went 2-for-4 with two hard hit doubles down the 
left field line. 


In the second game of the day, Matt Theileman stole 
the show. The junior southpaw pitched a complete game 
one-hitter, and Kaianlazoo won, 5-1. Mackinnon smashed :l 
two-run homer in the first inning to jumpstart the Hornets' 
bats, and Leone finished with three hits in the game, continu
ing his stellar performance as a leadoff hitter. He is hitting 
.441 and bas five stolen bases. 


Kalamazoo played a doubleheader at Calvin College on· 
Wednesday and will host the Knights Saturday, April 8. The 
first pitch is set for 1 p.m. 


r-----------------------------~ 


K SPORTS IN BRIEF 
Women's tennis on a roll 


The Kalamazoo College women's tennis team bas 
been firing on all cylinders oflate. 


The Hornets have an overall record of 10-2 and are 
4-0 in the MIAA going into the last four matches of the 
regular season. The Hornets won nine matches in a row 
before going down to Ken)on College 6-3 on Saturday, 
April 1, in the OLCA Tournament at Denison (Ohio) 
University. 


The string of victories came over MIAA teanlS 
including a 9-0 victory over Alma College, and a 5-4 win 
over Calvin College, as well as non-conference teanlS 
like Carleton College. The team holds an overall 41-19 
singles record, including a team best 8-2 singles record 
from freshman Smitha Oudipati. The doubles teams have 
also gotten onto the winning track with an overall 21-9 
record. 


In the first round of the OLCA Tournament on 
Friday, March 31, Kalamazoo defeated Ohio Wesleyan 
University 5-2 to advance to the second round. Junior 
tri-captain Laura Spencer dominated her opponent with 
a 6-0, 6-0 victory to lead the Hornets. 


The next day, Kalamazoo lost to Kenyon 6-3 with 
tlle only singles victories coming from Spencer and 
sophomore Mary Atallah. That match ended the nine
game winning streak for the Hornets. 


Men's tennis dismantles Tri-State 
After a disappointing montll of March, tile men's 


tennis team appears to bt> regaining its winning form 
early this April after trouncing Tri-State 9-0 in league 
play. 


The Hornets never let the match be in doubt, win
ning every set and never letting a Tri-State foe gamer 
more than three games in anyone set of the contest 
Saturday, April 1. 


Senior Dave Atallah scored a 6-3, 6-0 victory at No. 
1 singles while sophomore Tim Hubbard, junior Drew 
Brown, and freshman Cameron Riopelle all breezed 
their way to 6-0, 6-0 decisions. Kalamazoo was equally 
dominant on the doubles side of the affair, highlighted 
by a 6-2, 6-1 win by senior Julian Seelan and junior Alec 
Kempster at No. 1 doubles. 


The Hornets' win propels the club's record to 8-6 
with a 2-0 mark in MIAA league play . 


-Compiled by Brad BrinkmGf! & Ted Magdzirr::ki 
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Revamping the Quad Stop 
Roger Garfield 
SPORTS EDITOR 


Before the winter quarter ends, 
the Campus Life Committee plans to 
give the Quad Stop a facelift, chang
ing its makeup for the time being, until 
the major Hicks Center renovation 
process begins in the swmner of2007. 


While the funding for the Hicks 
renovation will contribute, eventu
ally, to a complete reconstruction of 
the Quad Stop, Suzy Boyce K'08, 
student chair of CLC, said that 
CLC wants to 
make tempo
rary changes 
this quarter. 


carpeting or rugs seem feasible. She 
met Monday with Quad Stop man
ager, Nick Dodge, to discuss possible 
steps toward making the venue more 
appealing. One of Boyce's visions 
involves an all-night decorating party. 


"We could have people bring 
in their favorite posters, rugs, paint, 
whatever they want," she said. "That 
could be part of the process ... we 
aren't going to do anything penna
nent." 


Hess sees the temporary face
lift as a 
"band-aid. " 


"Mostly 
what we want 
to focus on is 
atmosphere, 
because there 
isn't one right 
now," Boyce 
said. "It doesn't 
giveyouavibe. 


By the end of winter quarter, Quad 


"To put a 
lot of major 
renovation 
into it would 
not be wise," 
she said Ulti
mately, she 
wants students 
to realize 
what the new 
Hicks Center 


will shine with student inspired decorations. 


It's silent. There are a lot of things that 
don't make it as inviting as it could be." 


The Quad Stop was once a place 
where faculty convened to eat lunch, 
conduct meetings and interact with 
students and fellow faculty. Since the 
Upjohn Library Commons opened 
and the Quad Stop reopened for busi
ness, some have complained that its 
environment is different from before. 


"A1otofseniorssawitandsaid'this 
isn't what I had in mind, ", Boyce said 


Jeanne Hess, faculty chair of 
CLC, called the current ambiance 
of the Quad Stop "institutional." 


"Let's make it attractive to 
students," said Hess. "This 
would be an opportunity for 


students to come together 
and say 'this is what we 
want. .. this is your space." 


Boyce urges student input for the 
new face she hopes the Quad Stop will 
take. For now, changes such as new 
lighting, a stage, a sound system and 


w ill look like. 
"The transformation in Hicks 


will be as dramatic as the trans
formation from the old library," 
Hess said. "We're going to gut that 
thing. Give me a sledgehammer." 


According to Hess, the Hicks 
renovation will leave several areas 
untouched - namely the current 
cafeteria and the President's lounge 
- but every other area will be unrec
ognizable. Where the current mail 
hut is, the future Quad Stop could 
be. Those types of expected changes, 
most notably, will keep this year's 
Quad Stop project from becoming 
too major. Still, the CLC needs funds 
if they hope to accomplish anything. 


"Funding is a big issue," Boyce 
said. She hopes to obtain mini
grants - which can be as large 
as $3,000 - from the Strategic 
Planning Committee. She also 
mentioned that Student Commis
sion plans to support the venture. 


Feeling the loss 
Kate C. Thomas 


STAFF WRITER 


The majority of students on campus did not know 
Betsy, but many feel her loss. 


Lindsey Fisch, K'08, had never met Betsy Hoort, 
but she felt the void left by the absence of a community 
member. "She must have been really strong to fight for 
so long. Just from the email, I got an idea of her being 
powerful," she said "She probably made the best of 
every situation. It's a lesson for everyone to take life 
one day at a time. 


Standing next to Fisch, Lizzy Primeau, K'08, 
expressed disbelief, imagining the future of a woman 
she never knew. ''You never really know everybody 
until something huge happens, like this," she said. "For 
her not to graduate, not go on to work, not see the rest 
of the year-wow." 


Betsy's best mend and roommate, who has spent 
the last three years imagining that future with Betsy, 
knows exactly who and what is missing on campus. "It 
doesn't feel right. It makes everything here seem a lot 
less important," said Dana Szombati, K'06. 


For the last two months ofher mend's life, Szombati 
visited Betsy and her family in the hospital nearly twice 
a week. Now, four weeks into winter quarter, she faces 
the reality of life at K without Betsy. "'There's not really 
a place I could imagine wanting to be less." 


Szombati sees how uncomfortable people feel, 
not knowing what to say. "For a little bit I felt pegged, 
sometimes like a China doll, like people thought I would 
break if they touched me," she said "Nothing anyone 
says will make me hurt more." 


The most important thing anyone could do to help 
in those moments is "give someone a hug and say 'I'm 
sorry, and I'm here for you.' It helps so much to know 
that other people care," Szombati said. "The worst feel
ing in the world is feeling alone." 


Silences and awkward moments remind her that 
Betsy's death is something real. Friday's memorial 
service is another reminder. "When I saw her name on 
a chapel service poster, it was like someone punched me 
in the gut," she said "It was so impersonal with hernarne 
up there with the other posters and announcements." 


Despite the impersonal reminders of the service 
on every bulletin board, Szombati wants to bring Betsy 
to life for those who didn't know her. "I want so badly 
for her to be real for other people," she said. "I feel like 
they're missing out in not knowing Betsy." 


What the majority of the K community knows of 
Betsy is the information they received in the email notifi-


of Betsy Hoort 
cation of her death. After two months of hospitalization 
for a cold that turned serious, Betsy Hoort, 21, died Dec. 
9,2005 of Adult Respiratory Distress Syndrome at the 
University of Michigan Hospital. 


Finals were over, winter break had begun, and one 
week later, Betsy died. Unlike previous student deaths, 
most students were at home, removed from the imme
diacy of the loss of their peer. The community had to 
wait until first week winter quarter to talk about Betsy. 


"In the best of all worlds, it would have been better 
to do this sooner," said Pat Ponto, director of the Coun
seling Center. Students returned to campus in January 
ready to start a new quarter, not necessarily ready to 
revisit Betsy's death. 


According to Ponto, in past situations when stu
dents have died, Student Development and the Counsel
ing Center have tried to identify students likely to be suf
fering. The Counseling Center extends their services to 
these students and responds to their individual needs. 


"What complicates grief at K is that students are so 
busy," Ponto said. "They don't really take time to feel 
grief." To make matters worse, students often feel guilty 
about asking for others' time. 


Ponto emphasizes the importance of taking time 
for the whole community to grieve, both individually 
and together. "We have to take time to be human beings, 
to express grief," she said. 


Like Ponto, Chaplain Mary Ellen Ashcroft encour
ages the students, faculty, and staff to experience Betsy's 
death as a community. Friday's memorial service is a 
"dose of reality" inAshcroft's eyes. "My hope would be 
that it is an opportunity for people to come together and 
express authentic grief, anger, and the joy of remember
ing this person," she said. 


As a new member in the K College community, 
Ashcroft can sympathize with first- and second-year 
students who didn't know Betsy personally. "It's hard 
to know who knows who," she said. "Some people are 
deeply hurt by Betsy's death. Some are on the margins, 
deeply uncomfortable and who feel they ought to know 
how to say the right thing." 


For Ashcroft, Betsy's memorial service will play 
a complicated, but important role for the campus. "Its 
role is to bring remembrances of people with different 
degrees of closeness to Betsy together," she said. "It will 
construct a narrative incorporating the story ofBetsy into 
our lives, and into the K College story." 


As a character in that story for over 30 years, 
English professor Gail Griffin has lost multiple stu-


See A loss of one of our own on page 2. 
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Name: Dorothy Tripple 
""""':"':""""'--:--:--:--:--71 


Birthday: 
March 13, 1987 


Hometown: 
Midland, MI 


Studies: Dor
othy enjoys 
studying 
religion and 
anthropology, 
and is thinking 
of majoring in Anthropology and Sociol
ogy. 


Activities: She attends the Women's Spiri
tuality discussion group, hosted by college 
chaplain Mary Ellen Ashcroft, takes part 
in Women in the Weight Room and helps 
out with the art lunch club at Woodward 
Elementary Si:hool. 


K-Plan: At this point, Dorothy hopes to 
study abroad in France. 


Dream job: To be a social consultant for 
a consulting firm. 


Dorothy's favorite things in her dorm 
room: A picture of a "flame woman" painted by a 
friend, the orange crates she uses as shelving, her 
bamboo plant, her citrus plant, the collages she makes 
out of pictures from National Geographic magazines, 
the book "The Power of Myth," by Joseph Campbell, 
and her Tibetan singing bowl. 


What she's passionate about: discussing answers to 
"crazy, unanswerable, philosophical questions" like 
"What is God, ,. soccer, knitting awesome hats, reading 
"Utne" magazine, and Ani Difranco music. 


One thing Dorothy would like to do before she dies: 
"I would like to just get in a car someday and start 
driving with no direction, and see where I end up in 
a week." 


What makes her unique: Dorothy wears a pair of red 
galoshes and enjoys making sterling silver jewelry. She 
doesn't watch television, and was home-schooled in 
middle school. Because her parents were geologists and 
traveled with the mining business, Dorothy has lived 
in such places as Australia and Winnemucca, Nevada. 
Also, over Winter Break, she took tap dance lessons 
from her best friend's mother. 


--Compiled by Jessica Bard 
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• Philly's lasting • ImpreSSIon 


Nora Seilheimer 
STAFF WRITER 


Founded in 1967, The Philadelphia Center GLCA 
Program has proved to be a life changing experience for 
Kstudents. 


Each year six K students join 60-1 ()() others from fellow 
GLCA(GreatLakes CollegesAssociation) schools. The pr0-


gram blends experiences in and out of the classroom, helping 
students discover their role within their community. 


Among these students were Rachel Brainerd, K'08, and 
ChristineKregg, K'06. Both participated in the full quarter of 
their sophomore year, the typical time for K student enroll
ment. Both Brainerd and Kregg agreed that the Philadelphia 
Program has had a large impact on their educational ·focus. 


"Philadelphia was a great way to explore my different 
interests both in and out of the classroom in a way that I 
didn't feel like I could at K." said Kregg. 


The program is comprised of three parts: independent 
living, internships, and classes. These three components 
are structured together to provide an experiential education 
focus. Students can apply these overlapping perspectives to 
develop a deeper understanding for their community and 
their role within it. 


Kregg chose Education and Difference as her city seminar, 
which dealt with injustice within the educational system. She 
found it's material useful when carried over to her internship as a 
legal assistant for an immigration lawyer. 


"It provides a context for what you're learning." said 
Kregg. 


Brainerd's experience rang true to Kregg's. With her seminar 
- Place Matters: Home, 


Community, and Expressive Culture - Brainerd created 
strong connections with her internship at the West Park Cultura\ 
and Opportunity Center. 


"I'm not just sitting in a classroom discussing these theories; 
I am actually seeing how they effect people in real life first hand" 
Said Brainerd. 


Upon arrival, students have one week to find roommates and 
an apartment. This task entails several responsibilities that a typical 
college sophomore does not have: dealing with landlords, signing 
leases, and finding a neighborhood consistent with one's values. 


After finding a place to live, Brainerd and Kregg faced the 
next challenge: figuring out what type of role they wished to 
partake within the Philadelphia commtmity. 


See Philadelphia on page 6. 


A loss of one of our own 
Continued from page 1. she said, as tears welled in her eyes. "AndAmy [Smith] and I are 


going to show that." 
dents. 'There's such a tension between needing to stay and Although she regrets the event has to happen, she sees it as 
needing to move on," she said "Life does need to move on, a "hallmark community event." Betsy's death and the memo
and death stops life. We need to stop and realize how much rial service will reveal some of the great stuff about K College, 
was lost" according to Boyer Lewis. 


One professor forced into that harsh rea1ization is Char- "TIUs will be a beautiful K College moment." She looks 
lene Boyer Lewis, Director of American Studies. forward to sharing memories 
As Betsy's academic and SIP advisor, Boyer Lewis ofBetsy, ofhow fabulous she 
spent the last three years getting to know Betsy as was, of how much people 
student and as a mend. loved her. "It will show her 


After Betsy's death, Boyer Lewis now has a parents that it won't just be 
new understanding of connecting with her students. them who will remember her, 
"I have discovered the joys and heartaches of close it will be this whole commu-
relationships with students," she said. "But I'm oity .. .It will show them that 
willing to pay this price to have these close rela- she was just as important to 
tionships." K as this place was to her," 


Boyer Lewis wonders how she can look out she said. 
for suffering students when she is still grieving Boyer Lewis expects 
herself. "Part of me kept asking, 'What am I doing?' Friday to be difficult, just as 
We're supposed to be the ones helping students," the days up until now. "I want 
she said. "I get to be a human being too, not just a people to know it's okay to 


fi " Dana Szombati be sad," she said, pausing 
pro essor. . Services for Betsy Hoort will . " 


Throughout the quarter, Boyer LeWIS has t kiF . d J d' agam for tears. And we can . a e pace rl ay, an. 27 unng 
spoken with a number of Betsy's fellow history Ch I A t ' ' 11 f II cry together, and that that can . ape . recep Ion WI 0 ow . . , 
majors, who, she says, have all felt thelf peer's bnng people together too. It s 
absence. 'There will be moments throughout the okay to have these emotions 
rest of the year when she's supposed to be there, and she's at school, as professors, as students." 
not," she said ofBetsy's SIP presentation and of commence- One opportunity to share those emotions is at Friday's chapel. 
ment "I hope people who don't know Betsy come so they can know 


Boyer Lewis is one of two professors who will speak her, to be a part of this communal grieving." she said. "I would 
at Betsy's memorial service on Friday. "I'm not sure people like us to come together when we lose one of our own. I think 
always think that professors have hearts that can break," it's oruy appropriate." 
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Kalamazoo College to battle over Mother Earth, again 


Aaron Aupperlee 
STAFFWRmR 


Beginning Jan. 29, Kalamazoo Col
lege will compete with 90 other colleges 
and universities in RecycleMania, a 10 
week, nationwide recycling competition 
sponsored by the Environmental Protec
tion Agency. 


Kalamazoo College enters the recy
cling fray for the second year in a row. Last 
year's rookie season proved extremely 
successful for the recyclers. The school 
finished 3rd in the recycle-rate competi
tion (amount recycled divided by waste) 
and 6th in the per-capita classic (amount 
recycled divided by students). 


Miami University (Ohio) finished 
first in the recycle-rate competition and 
California State University, San Marcos, 
won the per-capita classic. Kalamazoo 
College was the only school in the com
petition last year to earn a top-ten finish 
in both categories . 


According to the official Recy
cleMania webpage, www.recyclemaniacs. 
com, "newcomer ... Kalamazoo College 
proved [its] ability to compete in the big 
leagues." 


Kalamazoo College showed the col
legiate recycling world that no matter 
the size of a school, recycling can be a 
big deal. 


Kalamazoo ranks as one of the smaller 
schools in the competition in terms of 
population, but not in recycling gusto. 


Last year, Ohio State University, with a 
total campus population of over 50,000, 
only managed to recycle an average of 
20.02 pounds per student, less than half 
ofK's average. 


This year, Kalamazoo College will 
compete against local behemoths, Western 
Michigan University, in the· 
of RecycleMania, and ne 
University of Michigan. 


Rob Townsend, Kal 
recycling coordinator, as please with 
last year's performance :\ ant ipates 
this year's competition . Town nd said 
last year he mpetition just 
to azoo liege's 


~--..d .... up a ,\/1, .. .,. 


waste. 
"From our t lrning experience h 


year, we can do b 
good about it," Townsend said. 


He stressed the win-win nature of 
RecycleMania. When the shredded paper 
settles, one school will emerge victorious 
but everyone wins . So the real winner, 
as Townsend is quick to point out, is the 
Earth. 


Last year, the 47 schools in Recy
c1eMania recycled a total of 10,451,902 
pounds, saving the equivalent of 132 acres 
of forest. 


RecycleMania began in 200 I when the 


recycling coordinators at Ohio University 
and Miami University (Ohio) decided to 
engage in head-to-head recycling combat 
to help promote recycling efforts on their 
campuses. Since then, the program has 
established simple goals : the promotion 
of a fair and friendly recycling competi


n increase in recycling by students 


r t 


heightened awareness of 
management and recycling 


Ton olt, K'05, 
co di1.1ator, be.li ~ the key to success 
lies In 1 . Members of the crew 
formed special publicity team to help 
spread the word. 


So far, Holt seems rather pleased with 
the publicity work. In an email to the crew, 
he wrote, "Special shout-out to the public
ity ladies for their hard work thus far. The 
signage looks great!" 


Signage is not the crew's only weapon 
in spreading the mania. The competition 
kicks off on Jan. 30 at 4:30 p.m. with a 
Mania Rally on the steps in front of Hicks 
Center. The rally will feature speeches by 


r------------------, 12 


--9raph courtesy of recyciemaniacs.com 


Case in point: when more people recycle, 
the more the environment benefits. 
Everyone is a winner in RecycieMania . 


Townsend, prominent recyclers on campus 
and special guests. The publicity team 
hopes this event will raise awareness of 
the competition and encourage student 
participation from the beginning. 


David Froelich, K'06, a veteran recy
cler, thinks campus-wide participation 
is essential to RecycleMania success. "I 
would like to see even professors and 
administrations voice their opinions and 
get involved," he said. "They are the key 
to influencing the population here. 


For Froelich, the importance of par
ticipation extends beyond the RecycleMa
nia competition. He hopes the competition 
increases dedication to the recycling 
cause and promotes year-round recycling. 
"We have a saying," Froelich said of the 
recycling program. "Recyclers do it more 
than once." 


Activist Jane Elliot explores prejudice in discussion 
Kaitlyn Walter 


STAFFWRmR 


"You either want Jane Elliot or you don't. She's not 
for the faint of heart," said Associate Dean Karen Joshua
Wathel in her introduction ofthe former teacher and current 
anti-racism activist. This statement turned out to be quite 
telling for many students and faculty attending Elliot's 
lecture last Thursday in the Light Fine Arts building. 


Elliot pointed out that no matter how 'politically cor
rect' or non-racist people may think they are, everyone is 
prejudiced in some fashion. 


"Prejudice is not the problem, it's an attitude. Dis
crimination is the problem," she said. 


Elliot then gave some advice about how to avoid 
discrimination. 


"If you have problems with homosexuals, then don't 
be one. If you have problems with premarital sex, then 


don't have sex. If you are opposed to abortion, then don't put 
yourself in the position to need one ... The cure for abortion: 
vasectomy." 


Elliot explained that a large part of ending discrimination 
is about who has the power and how that person uses it. She 
brought two people on stage for the demonstration. On her 
right stood a 19-year-old colored woman of average height, 
and on her left stood a very tall 19-year-old white male. From 
a series of questions, she determined that the male had much 
more power. 


"Men have this power," she said, "and they are held 
responsible for their actions, and for others." 


Elliot asked the men who have registered for the draft 
to stand up. Nearly every male in the auditorium stood. She 
then asked the women who have registered to stand; not 
a single female rose. "That's what I thought," said Elliot. 
"You want the same rights as these men, but you're willing 
to let them go and die .. .It's time for women to get off their 


polyunsaturates. " 
After lecturing the women in the audience for not 


taking power into their own hands and the men for not 
using their power for good, she showed the movie "Eye 
ofthe Storm," the documentary ofthe "Blue-eyed/Brown
eyed" experiment. 


This exercise separates a group of people by their eye 
color, and makes either the blue-eyed or brown-eyed people 
wear collars to show they are inferior to those in the other 
group. TIle next day, the groups switch roles so each group 
can learn what it is like to be discriminated against. 


Elliot's work on discrimination and racism started in 
the late 1960s. Her first "Blue-eyedJBrown-eyed" experi
ment occurred in I 968. Since then she has appeared on 
college campuses, television shows and a documentary 
discussing her work. 


"I don't want this job, but I'll have it for the rest of 
my life," Elliot said. 
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(hopei (hot: No one is on islond we are in some mysterious way part of each other. 
In this same meditation, Donne writes, ''Never send to 


know for whom the bell tolls; It tolls for thee." In old days 
in England. church bells conveyed news. When a member of 
the community died, a bell would be rung: nine strokes for a 
man, six for a woman, three for a child, and then one stroke 
for each year ofthe person's life. 


TIIIImJ!II"""'" 
What kind of community is Kalamazoo College? Given 


the fact that so many jWliors are abroad and seniors live off 
campus, in what sense are studl:nts and faculty part of each 
other's lives? 


plenty ofloss and illness personally; several times during his life, 
the fearful scourge of plague swept through parts of England, 
cutting down hWldreds of people in their prime. Donne goes on: 
each one is part of the continent; each is part of the whole. If even 
a clod of earth is washed a\\ llY, Europe is less. "Any man's death 
diminishes me, because I am mvolved in Mankind," he v.Tites. 


I f you were III your field working in 1544 and you heard 
the church bell tolling, you'd stop. and figure out who it 
was. "Ah, a man ... J wonder ifit's young Sam .... no, he was 


. When the community loses someone, such as the loss in 
December of senior Betsy lloor!, this question looms large. In 
what sense are we, were we, part of Betsy 's community? After 
all, first-years may have had three weeks walkmg common 
paths \\ith her before she was hospitalized. Sophomores would 
have spent spring quarter oflast year \\;th her, after she was 
back from study abroad, but junior spring is notorious for its 
crazy schedule. Last year's sophomores are seat1ered all over 
the world. 


Some among us are c""periencing Betsy's death as painful, 
throbbing loss. Others who knew her less well feel sad and 
confused. Some who didn't know her may almost feel bad that 
they don't feel anything. 


But if Doune is right, there is something about a human 
community, especially a small liberal arts college, that binds us 
together. We are bound by mysterious ties to those who were here 
before us, those we live and study "'ith no\,; and even those who 
will study here ten or tVIlenty years from now. Faculty, staff, cur
riculum, buildings, common experiences, frustrations- all these 
become part of the common "'TaP of our lives, onto which we 
weave our indi~dual patterns. We are not "entire of ourselves;" 


younger than that. ... must be old Roger .... he was seventy." 
Don't stop and listen to the bell tolling (or the news of 


a death in the community) and ask yourself: who's that who 
died? Donne says that when one member dies, the bell tolls 
not only for that one, but for "thee," for the whole of that 
community. 


On Friday, at the end of the memorial service for Betsy 
Hoort, a bell will be tolled for her. We will hear six bells for 
a woman, and then twenty one strokes tor each year of her 
all too short life. But that tolling bell will also be tolling for 
each of us who are members of the community, woven into 
the fabric of a life together. Betsy will not have the chance to 
live out her plans, but others ofus in the K Community ",ill 
hold her memo!), and honor her dreams. 


And yet as a Kalamazoo College student, Betsy was, and 
is, a part ofthis commwlity. 


''No man is an island, entire ofil~ self," ",rote John DOIUle, 
(Meditation XVII). Doune was a poet and cleric who lived 
roughly at the same time as Shakespeare. Doune experienced 


Mask of the 
Kate C. Thomas 


STAFF WRITER 
Six students and one faculty member 


removed their masks in Friday's chape~ reveal
ing how the imposter phenomenon has influ
enced how they see themselves at Kalamazoo 
College. 


High-achie~g women at K must reclaim 
and trust their own insecurities about being in the 
academy and use those feelings of "fraudulence" 
to lead them to more satisfacto!), experiences, 
said Psychology professor Karyn Boatwrighl 


She explained that the imposter phenom
enon leaves women with high self esteem feeling 
"apologetic, phony, misread, incompetent, and 
dishonest" when they observe other women 
(and men) who have achieved at higher levels 
than themselves. 


Boatwright has experienced this herself. 


Editors in Chief Layout Editor 
David Nachtweih Jessica Bard 


Eli Melaas 


Staff Writers Emily Homnick 
Aaron Aupperlee Hiroko Kikuchi 
Ashley Brenke Mike Leifeld 
Karen Doyle Aune McShane 


Holly C. Gillis Ted Magdzinslci 


imposter phenomenon lifted at Chapel 
Within her first weeks as a professor at 


K, she kept waiting for someone to tell her she 
was in the wrong place, the wrong profession, 
the wrong world. At her first faculty meeting, 
Boatwright said she was dripping with psycho
logical sweat. 


''I felt like an imposter," she said. 
Boatwright listed evetything that made her 


feel out of place. She didn't look the part of a 
professor, she didn't dress the part, she was a 
woman, she didn't read the right jownals and 
papers, she drank Folgers coffee, she watched 
football, she had a tele~sion larger than the 
acceptable 12 inches, she said. 


Boatwright's students can relate. 
Convinced that being Korean was the only 


quality that got her into Kalamazoo College, 
Helen Son, K'06, has also experienced the 
imposter phenomenon. As the first-born child to 
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immigrants, Son constantly received messages 
from her parents that she must represent her 
countty, her family and her culture at K. 


Son hopes that K College will hear the mes
sage of these women. "With recognition and sup
port, the K community can allow high-achi~g 
women to get to the point where they can say, 'I 
got here and I can do this, '" she said. 


Claire Urbie~ K'(J6, recalled feeling excited 
to go to school and eager to speak in class when 
she was younger. lbat changed when she came 
to Kalamazoo College. "I felt like I was simply 
wearing a mask, pretending to know the right 
answer to evetything," she said. 


Britnei Clark, K'06, has also worn that 
mask. She recalled putting on her ''I know what 
I'm talking about" face before going to class 
eve!), day, but not actually feeling that way. "I 
started each day with insecurities and ended it 
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the same way," she said. 
Also lifting her mask, Katia Jorgensen, 


K'06, said she knows she works hard, but she 
often thinks there is a gap between her peers 
and her perception of herself. "And I'm angry," 
she said. "I'm angry at a society that makes me 
feel guilt for feeling like I don't deserve to be 
here." 


Nearly all the speakers echoed Jorgensen's 
sentiment that her acceptance to K happened "by 
some serendipitous mistake." 


As a woman who grew up in a low-income, 
single-parent family, Toni Michael-Miller, 
K'06, has also felt the weight of the imposter 
phenomenon. Yet, she said she had found a way 
ofsunnountingit. 


"The ve!), root of overcoming the imposter 
phenomenon is accepting that I earned the right 
to be here," she said. 
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A commentary on pornography and professors 


Krissie Wawer 
CONTRIBUTOR 


Here at K, pornography greatly affects 
us, whether or not we acknowledge or talk 
about it, whether it appears in classrooms in 
front of us or is used by peers and professors 
who teach and surround us. 


I have previously avoided the subject 
of pornography because it seems to get a lot 
of airplay due to its provocative nature. The 
facts are that the pornography industry is one 
that not only capitalizes on the objectifica
tion, use, and consumption of women and 
our bodies but also perpetuates the rape, deg
radation and/or killing (among other things) 
of women. Further, pornography does not 
treat all races, sexualities or classes equally, 
reflecting and propagating racialized, racist, 
classist and heterosexist notions of men, 
women and their sexualities. 


My urgency to speak about this comes 
from the fact that in recent weeks, I have 
unwittingly had to face a professor's use 
of (and sometimes teaching of) pornogra
phy. It began while innocently searching 
online. I came upon a professor's official 
web site that contained a link whose title 
alluded to women of a certain profession in 


Kalamazoo 
Katie Prout 


STAFF WRITER 


pornography. In front of me next appeared 
a page filled with graphic accounts of men 
subtly and overtly violently abusing, raping, 
molesting, and harassing women while the 
women were supposedly enjoying it. Those 
acts, as it is in the nature of pornography, 
had effectively sexualized the brutalization 
of women and their bodies. 


After brief correspondence with this 
professor (not at K), I became astutely aware 
that this man had found a brilliant way to 
justify his pornography consumption by 
calling the pornography "academic." He 
also appeals to'the many so-called liberals 
(mostly men), under the guise of protect
ing free speech to defend his own interests, 
even though it is at the expense of countless 
others. 


In addition, at one point, this professor 
asserted proudly that he has used pornogra
phy as some sort of teaching tool. I do not 
understand how we allow him to "teach," 
when what he is teaching is unlawful 
(pornography displayed in work places is 
constituted as sexual harassment, last time 
I checked) and devastatingly harmful to our 
experiences of sex and sexuality. 


Thus, we can not simply debate por-


nography in terms of "free speech," (see 
ACLU). This argument does not account 
for the fact that pornography is not simply 


rape as consensual sex, cannot be legally or 
socially tolerated if we actually want to live 
up to any ideal of equality. 


speech, but uses real people and 
profits from men's exploitation 
and degradation of women at 
best and their rape and murder at 
worst. We also cannot speak of it in 
terms of morality as this argument 
in used as a way of attempting 
to censor people's activities and 
as a clever method of increasing 
sexual control of women and our 
bodies. 


Instead, we need to seriously 
consider the ways by which por
nography physically harms spe
cific women as well as women as 
a group. Pornography determines 
which men can do what kinds of 
physical acts to which women 
and where and how, leaving little 
room for women's choice in our 
own sexualities. Pornography, 
an industry that sexualizes men's 
physical dominance over women, 
and/or sexualizes violent acts 
(rape and assault) and/or portrays 
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students should rIse above plagiarism • 


an option. For some, a quicker solution could be to find a 
copy of the English comparative essay on line. 


Ten or fifteen years ago at Kalamazoo College, the 
cases of academic dishonesty numbered at about one 
or two a quarter. Now, that number has risen to six to 
ten. There were seven in the last quarter alone. While 
Kalamazoo is known for being a rigorous but highly 
regarded school, with a plagiarism rate on the rise, seri
ous 'questions regarding the atmosphere and environment 
the students live in and themselves perpetuate must be 
asked to find out why someone would risk so much over 
an essay or a report. 


The type of students K attracts may have an effect on 
the number of plagiarism cases. We are, and have been 
repeatedly told that we are, the few, the top, the high 
achievers, the people that succeed. We are not used to 
doing poorly in class or on assigrunents, and when we do, 
the feeling is something akin to absolute defeat and a total 
drop in our overall self worth. Many students here have a 
specific plan for their life that they follow with an almost 
neurotic intensity. To them, the world just might end if they 
fail to get into the elite graduate school of their choice. 
For those of us that can't find where we put our planner, 
let alone carefully plan what the next few years of our 
life are going to be like, this sort of drive and ambition is 
unfathomable and a little weird. Tlris quest for perfection 
and a fear of disappointing is another personality trait that 
might influence a student to "academic dishonesty." 


in the course. First time offenders might not be treated 
as harshly as second timers, while seniors might get the 
harder hand as opposed to freshmen. Students always have 
the right to appeal to Maatrnan. 


In some incidents, it is harder to discriminate between 
a minor and a serious offense. Maatman said that proper 
citation does not seem to be taught in the years before col
lege, so some of the cases are nearly innocent mistakes. 
Issues also arise in cases of collaboration during a group 
project. For example, when a group of four each does 
one fourth of the work then swaps, this is not considered 
academic honesty. The most serious punishments are 
delivered when the most harm has been done. Maatman 
illustrated this point by describing a scene in which one 
student copies the paper of another, then destroys the 
original so that the honest one doesn't receive credit. 


Is it the school itself or the students inside it that 
makes plagiarism seem like a good decision for a desper
ate individual? The incessant homework load and the high 
expectations may be a burden on a K College student, who 
often is trying to balance ajob with extracurricular activi
ties, emotional commitments to friends and family, and 
more. One complaint that has been thoroughly exhausted 
around campus is that no matter how hard they work or 
how much they do, a student never feels completely caught 
up and on top of their school work. They may have chosen 
studying for that exam over a chance to get off campus 
to truly experience life. While counselors and advisors 
are available to help a struggling student clear their mind 
and focus their thoughts on solutions for their dilemmas, 
students, for whatever reasons, don't always see that as 


Typically, a professor first suspects plagiarism in an 
essay after they read it. Before they confront a student 
about the authenticity of their work, Dean of Students 
Vaughn Maatman recommends that they submit the work 
to plagersim.com, a website dedicated to detecting dis
honesty in writing. This way they can have the evidence 
to prove or disprove the true origins of the work. Conse
quences vary according to the professor and to the severity 
of the offense. Some professors might fail a student on 
the plagiarized assigrunent, while others might fail them 


"It's one thing," said Maatman, "to affect my own 
record. It is another to essentially screw yours." 


During orientation freshman year, every student reads 
the honor system code with the rest of the K College com
munity. In an interview, Maatrnan spoke about what he 
saw as a responsibility we have "to the community of the 
mind." There certainly is a responsibility to our peers to 
respect each other and our community. However, we have 
a more important obligation to ourselves to get through 
college with our integrity as intact as possible. Plagiarizing 
one paper is not worth cheating ourselves and jeopardizing 
our academic careers. 
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THE HORNET'S NEST: Keep it green Philadelphia Program 


Continued from page 2. 


Rob Morrison 
CONTRIBUTOR 


EnvOrg Honor Code Violator 


respect for the people thai have to sort through the recycling, 
I'd ask people to take that extra bit of time to sort their recy
clables before they just throw all their recyclablesltrash into 
one canister. 


If you can tell me what would make you more likely to 


In order to figure this out, students are asked to list their 
learning objectives for the program. These objectives work as 
guidelines to the ultimate experience one wishes to obtain. They 
range anywhere from running a marathon, to developing a strong 
network within the workplace of the internship. 


A week or two ago, I went to go recycle some items at the sort your recyclables in a better manner, I would welcome The main focus of Brainerd's intemship was to learn the 
administrative aspect of running a non-profit organization. She 
did so by initiating an after-school tutoring program for children 
in elementruy and middle school that utilized fine arts as an outlet 
for learning. This tutoring experience also had something to offer 
to her experience in the classroom. 


bins near Trowbridge. I was horrified to find 
random items in the cardboard recycling bin. 
One of the first things that caught my eye was 
that the bin was full pizza boxes: only part of 
the pizza box is recyclable (the part that has 
no grease on it-the top halt). 


More than this, though, there were other 
random items including: styrofoam, a coffee 
maker, a used toothbrush, and deodorant, 
among other things. I would first like to state 
that there are places for recycling styrofoam 
on campus; one of these places is located con
veniently in Hicks Center near the Mail Hut 
(it is the grey barrel next to the blue recycling 
ones). The coffee maker could have been 
donated to the Rep Room, located in the base
ment ofTrowbridge and the topic of a previous 
cDlumn. Unfortunately, the deodorant and used 


comments at k02wmOl@l)aoo.edlL I 
want to see as many people recycle as 
possible given the current conditions 
on campus. 


EnvOrg Honor Code Champion 


I've chosen Tracy Mathews as 
the Honor Code Champion for this 
week out of her demonstrated personal 
commitment to social responsibility 
and the environment. As I've seen her 
going around campus, she has more 
than once picked up a stray water bottle 
or other piece of trash that has been 
lying around. 


'The city seminars are really neat because you are able to 
take things from your workplace, the things you're reading and 
your own experiences and apply them in an interdisciplinary 
way." said Brainerd. 


The Philadelphia program proves to be challenging because 
it entails a large amount of initiative and independence. Advisors 
are assigned to each student to guide them through the learning 
process and provide support. Still most of the work is left up to 
the students. 


"The most difficult part was trying to identify myself within 
the community and figuring out how I was going to apply my 
values to living in this city." Said Brainerd 


toothbrush belonged in the rra:'h. . -photo courtesy of The Index staff 
Before you throw something away, see if While many of the articles in the 


it is recyclable. Before you recycle something, above photo cannot be recycled, they 
see ifit reusable. Before you even need to use still may have va lue in the Rep Room. 


It is partly this type of attitude 
which I think that Kalamazoo College 
should be fostering on its campus. It 
cites "Responsible Stewardship" of the 
environment as one of the points of the 
honor code; it should be doing more to 
enforce this part of the honor code. 


On top of solidifying her place within an unknown com
munity, Kregg said her time in Philly helped her reflect on her 
own culture. 


something, see if you can reduce what you do 
end up using. In other words, this is the order of priority in which 
you should commit yourself: Reduce - Reuse - Recycle. 


Recycling cre'W"S have to sort everything before it can be 
recycled; this takes time and effort. If for no reason but out of 


Tracy's dedication to EnvOrg (the environmental organiza
tion) is commendable; not only does she profess to have a belief 
in en"ironmental stewardship, but she acts in accordance 'With 
this belief in her daily life. Hats off to her! 


These experiences both challenged and reshaped the way that 
students addressed their education upon returning to K college. 
The skills they developed gave them the tools needed to connect 
the classroom to their community. 


"Students who go to Philly come back more engaged, more 
aware, more mature and more prepared to contribute to the 
Kalamazoo College Community," said Kregg. 


FINDING YOUR WAY A weekly column from the CCO 


Networking: not just for the 1980s anymore 
MaHhew McKillop 


COtmlBUTOR 


I hope you are ready for this week's 
installment that highlights a strategy for 
carving out your career path. This week 
we discuss the advantages of networking, 
along with offering a specific opportunity, 
tomorrow (Friday), to do so. 


At some point, most people have been 
told that it would behoove them to get out 
there and "network." Often, the line goes, 
''you're never going to get what you want 
sitting there and waiting for it to come 
to you. Get up and get out there!" While 
this is great advice, for some, it might not 
be obvious why it helps to undertake this 


potentially new and intimidating process. 
So, let's review some of what you can get 
out of it. 


Connections: It is easier to secure a posi
tion (internship/job) when you have a contact · 
that can help you get your foot in the door, 
rather than making cold calls and filling out 
job applications. Who you know can be more 
important than what you know. So, getting 
out there and talking with people can open up 
opportunities, either directly or indirectly, that 
would not have presented themselves while 
you were sitting at your desk. 


Avoiding Pitfalls: Going through life, 
we are often unsure of what our next step 
should be. What options should we consider? 
This is understandable, given that we are 


encountering new challenges and foreign 
territory. With this in mind, don't you think 
it would be advantageous to talk with some
one who has been in your shoes and might 
be able to guide you around pitfalls? To be 
sure, nobody can/should tell you how to live 
your life; they can, however, give you honest 
accounts of their experiences, like benefits, 
drawbacks, regrets and tips for starting out. 
In the long run, this insider s perspective can 
serve you well when you get serious about 
determining your next steps. 


While this is not an exhaustive or com
prehensive list, it does shed light on what 
you can get out of a 30-minute conversation. 
Moreover, we have arranged an opportunity 
for you to try out your networking skills, 


tomorrow (Friday, Jan. 27) at 4:30 p.m. in 
Dewing Commons. 


There will be as many as five K alumni 
(and a K parent) who are each particularly 
active in assisting students. Their career 
fields include emergency medicine, invest
ment banking, urban redevelopment/com
mercial real estate, financial planning, 
information technology and family law. 
At least one of these alumni has worked 
abroad (India). 


Come chat, meet some interesting 
people who care a great deal about our 
students, and see what you can learn! 


Want to connect with other alumni? 
VISit http://kcollege.erecruiting.com and 
search under "Mentors. " 
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THURSDAY 
8 P.M. Dewing Hall Room 103 (LAC) - "Television, 


the American Dream, and Racial Identity Formation," 
lecture by Bambi Haggins, Film and Video Studies pro
fessor, University of Michigan 


FRIDAY 
7 and 9:30 P.M. Little Theatre (corner of Oakland 


and Oliver) - "Wallace & Gromit: The Curse of the Were
Rabbit." Admission $5; students $3. 


7:30 P.M. Lawson Ice Arena (WMU Campus)-CCHA 
rivals clash as Western Michigan Ice Hockey hosts North
ern Michigan University. Tickets: (888) 4-WMU-TIX or 
wmubroncos.com. 


SATURDAY 
3 P.M. Anderson Athletic Center-Women's Basket


ball hosts nationally ranked Hope College 


]:30 P.M. Anderson Athletic Center-Men's Basket
ball hosts Hope College 


HAPPENINGS 
8 P.M. Whole Art Theatre (246 N. Kalamazoo Mall) 


- 'Turnin' Tricks in 2006," a performance by Crawlspace 
Eviction : Comedic Improv, featuring K-College's own 
philosophy professor Dr. Steve Petersen. Adults $7; stu
dents $5. 


8 P.M. Dalton Theatre (LAC)-"Women in Town," Cori 
Terry, Sher Marie Farrell, and Holly Fisher perform works 
that celebrate local women artists 


SUNDAY 
TBA, Miller Auditorium (1903 W. Michigan Avenue) 


- Sarakasi African Acrobats, a fusion of cultures from 
Kenya, Tanzania and Ethiopia performed with authentic 
music and costumes. Sarakasi is the first truly authentic 
African circus. 


MONDAY 
7 P.M., Kalamazoo Public Library (315 S. Rose)- Famed 


children's book author and illustrator Thatcher Hurd hosts 
a discussion about his work and a book signing. Admission 
is free. 
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Continuing Exhibits 
Kalamazoo Valley Museum (230 N. Rose) - The 


Great Lakes Story, a hands-on exhibit that celebrates 
the human and economic importance ofthe Great Lakes 
region, inviting visitors of all ages to investigate ways 
in which this ecosystem of both national and global 
importance is being restored. Open 9 AM. to 5 P.M., 
admission is free. 


Air Zoo (6151 Portage Rd.) - Naval Aviation Art, 
with paintings from watercolor and oil to ink renditions, 
cover all phases of the Naval Air program - from pre
flight school upto combat - and ison exhibit from the 
United States Navy. Open 10 AM to 5 P.M., general 
admission is $19.50. 


Kalamazoo Ihstitute of Arts (314 S. Park) -"70 Years 
of Children's Literature Comes Alive" at the KIA looks at 
the work of two generations of children's book authors 
and illustrators. Open 10 AM to 5 P.M on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays, 10 AM. to 8 P.M. 
on Thursdays, and Noon to 5 P.M. on Sundays. Free. 


THE MELTING POT: Mirando Orontes from (osto Rico 
Hiroko Kikuchi 


STAFF WRITER 


Miranda graduated from her univer
sity several years ago. Before coming to 
the States, she was working at an NGO. 
She left K after fall quarter 
for personal reasons, and she 
is now living in California. 


How do you describe your 
country? 


Costa Rica is a small 
peaceful country. We do not 
have an anny culture that 
effects how people perceive 
human relations. And the 
most important income of 
my country is tourism, so we 
are trying to be friendly and 
the state makes a lot of pro
paganda about how to treat 
tourist people. So people say 
"hello" on the street. That is a 
kind of characteristic. However, my coun
try is a developing country, so 20% are 
poverty, people do not have opportunity. 
So insecurity has increased. 


Basically we are very influenced by 
the U.S. in entertainment and commerce. 
We receive all the movies of Hollywood. 


We do not have many eastern movies. 


Why did you decide to study abroad in the 
U.S? 


To see what is to live here. The U.S influ
ences our country in terms 
of media and culture such 
as TV. At the san1e time, 
we do not know what it 
is exactly to live in the 
major power. I wanted to 
experience the media and 
what people are. This is 
the world power and I 
wanted to study this by 
seeing here. 


Before coming here, 
where and what did you 
do? 


I worked for an NGO. 
It was a coordinating pro
gram, the name of which 


was corporate social responsibility. I was doing 
research on the subj ect. The corporate social 
responsibility is the trend- going on worldwide. 
I also wrote the documents for public relations 
for the program - state of our corporate social 
responsibility in Costa Rica. Also, I was doing 
secretary things, communication, e-mail and 


things like that. 


Why did you choose K? 
Because I was excited to go to liberal 


arts school, and since my major was political 
science, I wanted to know what approaches 
are used here in the social sciences. K is a 
prestigious liberal arts school, so I was curi
ous about this here. 


How is the U.S. different from your coun
try? 


Very different. First of all, we have a very 
small country, and a little population, only 4 
million people. It is a very new country, and 
we do not have a long history as compared 
with the U.S. Poor people are very different. 
Here, poor people can have financial aid, but 
poor people in Costa Rica cannot. So if you 
are poor, the state does not give unemployed 
people money. Poor people become really 
poor. In terms of commerce, and economical 
development, we are developing in a similar 
ways because of globalization. The concept 
of commerce is the same, and tourism is 
the basic income. We are developing with 
the free trade agreement with the U.S., and 
politically speaking, we have democracies 
and two main political parties so it is similar. 
So some points are very different and some 
points are similar. 


How were your classes? 
I think these two classes are the most 


interesting classes: contemporary social 
issues in terms of understanding the U.S. 
and urban issues. Contemporary social issues 
was a very broad, panoramic class. We could 
discuss several topics and everyone could 
contribute to the class. What we read was 
very well chosen. In urban issues, I could 
understand more about the city ofKaIamazoo 
and what is going on the city. Kalamazoo 
is going bankrupt so the city commissioners 
are facing many challenges to improve the 
economy. I had a chance to think about their 
plan and the city in general. 


After going to California, what do you 
want to be in the future? 


I do not know. But there are several 
things I'd like to do: be more analytical, less 
practical, less executive, more writing, read
ing and researching about social aspects. 


When you go to California, what are you 
going to do? 


I am not going to be able to do much 
because my legal status will not allow me 
to work or study. So for a while I am not 
going to do anything. But after that I plan on 
knocking doors to work somewhere, though 
I do not know where or what. 
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Hornets scare nationally-ranked Calvin, upend Thunder 


Ted Mogdzinski one of the best teams in the country. We had our opportuni own turnover count to II, a season low. Kalamazoo also got 
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The Kalamazoo College women's basketball team 
could be turning its season around. 


After a win over Tri-State on Jan. 18, which snapped 
an eight-game losing skid, the Lady Hornets put up quite a 
fight against 17lh-ranked Calvin College (14-2, 8-1 MIAA) 
on Saturday Jan. 21, but could not pull away with a victory. 
While the Hornets got off to a hot start and led at halftime, 
32-30, the Knights proved to be too much in the second 
half, winning 57-54. 


Kalamazoo lost, but the team's play of late shows a 
growing level of confidence. 


"1 feel like we have progressed tremendously in these 
last few weeks and that game was the beginning of our peak 
of the season," Kalamazoo coach Tes Sobomehin Johnson 
said. "We played well for 40 minutes and competed with 


ties to win and if given the same situation, ,....-----------, 
I am confident we will be victorious." 


Calvin had only lost two games 
coming into the weekend, and the Knights 
kept it that way, shooting 41.5 percent 
from the field, with a 39-33 rebounding 
advantage. Freshman Marcia Harris paced 
the Knights with 14 points and eight 
rebounds. 


The Hornets (2-7, 5-11) were led by 
senior tri-captain Stefanie Salasky, who 
had a game-high 15 points to go along 
with 13 rebounds. Senior tri-captain Mary 
Brown also played well, scoring 14 points 
and grabbing seven rebounds. 


The Hornets managed to keep it close 
by forcing nine steals and limiting their 


Freshman Nicki White drl . 
bles around a defender in the 
Hornet 's game against Albion. 


to the free throw line effectively, making 
18-of-26 from the line, attempting 17 
more free throws than Calvin. 


On Jan. 18, the Hornets had four 
players score in double figures en route 
to a 67-59 victory over Tri-State Univer
sity (2-16, 1-8). At Tri-State, Brown had 
one of her best games of the season with 
16 points and 15 rebounds. Sophomore 
Kelsea Howell scored 11, senior J en 
Layne had 10 and freshman Rachel Eddy 
contributed 10 off the bench, connecting 
on all three of her 3-point attempts. 


Kalamazoo's next game is at home 
this Saturday, Jan. 28, against league
leading Hope College. Tip-off is sched
uled for 3 p.m. 


K men's team stifles Comets. Seniors say goodbye to home pool 
Mike Leifeld 
STAFF WRITER 


MIAA opponents are quickly discov
ering that Anderson Athletic Center is not 
an easy place to play. 


The Kalamazoo College men's basket
ball team won its third straight home game 
Saturday, Jan. 21, defeating Olivet College 
56-42 in a game featuring defensive prow
ess - and a bit of cold shooting, too. 


The Hornets (6-11, 3-3 MIAA) 
allowed almost no easy buckets as their 
pestering defense forced the Comets (5-
12, 1-5) into a 29.6 shooting percentage 
and 14 turnovers. 


"We were forcing them into bad shots, 
flying around on 'D, '" senior guard Kyle 
Konwinski said. "We always had a guy 
right in their face, making them take con-
tested shots ." . 


Going into halftime, the Hornets led 
15-10 and the teams were shooting a com
bined 19.8 percent from the field. 


To start the second half, sophomore 
guard Pat Clancy spearheaded a rejuve
nated Hornet offense. He scored all 12 of 
his points after the intermission and his 
teammates picked up on his energy; the 
Hornets shot 52 percent from the field in 
the second half. 


"The guys got more aggressive in the 
second half," said Konwinski, who led 
all scorers with 16 points, including 8-
of-8 from the free throw line. "Pat started 
making shots and it was contagious." 


The Hornets added to their 15-10 lead 


in the second half and never looked back 
as they cruised to the victory and proved 
to the rest of the league that they are one 
of the toughest teams to beat at home. 


Junior center Phil Weaver chipped in 
with ten points and seven boards. Clancy 
also added eight boards and three steals. 


On Wednesday, Jan. 18, Kalamazoo 
lost at then-No. 3 Albion College in a 
hard-fought contest, 64-58. 


The Hornets trailed by 12 at the half 
but made runs in the second half to cut 
the Briton lead to three on three separate 
occasions. 


"We cut it down little by little in 
the second half and we were just a few 
big shots away from stealing the game," 
Konwinski said. 


Kalamazoo, like most other teams 
this year, was unable to contain Albion's 
star center, Brandon Crawford. Crawford 
-- who leads the league in scoring and 
rebounding and has been MIAA player of 
the Week five out of ten weeks this year 
-- scored 28 points and had IS boards 
against the Hornets. 


Albion went to the line 27 times, hit
ting 19 while the Hornets only shot four 
free throws, making all four. 


Clancy led the Hornets with 19 points 
and Konwinski added 11. 


As ofJan. 23, Albion (14-2,5-1) was 
ranked No. 6 in the d3hoops.com poll 
and tied with Calvin and Hope atop the 
league. 


Hope, ranked NO.4 in the country, 
travels to Kalamazoo to take on the Hor
nets Saturday, Jan. 28 at 7:30 p.m. 


Elono Tornquist 
STAFF WRITER 


Senior swimmers kicked good-bye 
to their home pool with impressive indi
vidual victories over Calvin amid support 
from an enthusiastic crowd at the Nata
torium. Jan. 21. Unfortunately. both the 
men's and women's swimming and diving 
teams lost to the Knights. 


Senior Joe Waller was among the 
Hornet men to open the competition with 
a '''1n in the 200 medley relay with a time 
of 1 :40.39. The other members of the 
\\-inning relay team were freslunen Bobby 
Dekker, Jim Entwistle and Dan Kovacs, 
and their team's win gave the Hornets 
momentum for the rest of the meet, as it 
was the first event of the day. 


The Knights went on to snatch three 
events in a row from the men, and the Hor
nets could never catch up, but Dekker did 
notch two more wins for Kalamazoo. 


He took first in the 100 backstroke. 
finishing six-tenths of a second ahead of 
his nearest Calvin opponent with at time 
of 57.10. Dekker continued hIS winning 
streak in the 200 1M with a time of2:00.29 
- shaving an additional six seconds offhis 
previous season-best. 


Senior Todd Robosan bade farewell 
to his home waters with the only victory 
by a Kalamazoo diver on Saturday. He 
earned a score of 242.95 to win the 1-
meter dive. 


For the women, senior Danielle 
Anstett clinched first in the 100 breast 


with a time of I: 12.80. To coach Kathy 
Milliken, this triumph was especially 
thrilling. 


"It all came down to the last 25 
(meters)," Milliken said. "To have any 
senior win her last event in her home pool 
is pretty special." 


The 200 free relay team consisting 
of seniors Kristen Evans and Shannon 
Bauer, junior Kristin Dominguez and 
freshman Maegan Connochie propelled 
the Hornets to another victory, with a time 
of 1:43.56. 


Freshman Katie Stefl delivered a 
first place in the 500 free with a time of 
5:27.06, holding off Calvin challenger 
Jordan Scott, who was right on her 
heels. 


Despite the loss, Milliken thought 
her team swam well. She believes the 
successes of this meet are part of a trend 
of improvement over the course of the 
season. 


"We have made a lot of advance
ments and had many in-season bests," 
said Milliken. 


For the men, it also marked another 
installment in an ongoing rivalry with 
the Knights, who were ranked among 
the top ten in the country last season. 


A night earlier, Friday, Jan. 20, the Hor
nets were triumphant in a dual meet with 
the St. Mary's College Belles. The high
light of the day: on her way to victories 
in the I-meter and 3-meter diving events, 
sophomore Jamie Schonberg qualified for 
national cuts in both events. 
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Student identifies second 
set of swastikas 


Aaron Aupperlee & David Nachtweih 
News Editor & Editor-in-Chief 


Two separate sets of charcoal-drawn swastikas were dis-. 
covered on campus building windows, on Tuesday, April 11, 
drawing quick condemnations from members of the campus 
community. 


In an email to The Index, Jewish Studies Professor 
Jeffrey Haus wrote, "1 hope the campus - students, faculty, 
and administration alike - will rally around this despicable 
act to declare that antisemitism and all other forms of hatred 
are completely unacceptable at K." 


Griffm distinguished for 
scholarship, service to K 


David Nachtweih 
Editor-in-Chief 


On Wednesday, April 5, Dr. Gail Griffin formally 
assumed the Kalamazoo College Anne V and Donald R 
Parfet Distinguished Professorship. 


Griffin, a professor of English, has been a member of 
Kalamazoo College's faculty since 1977. She is the second 
Kalamazoo College professor honored with the Parfet chair 
and the first woman to hold it. She will retain the position for 
the next five years. 


"We couldn't be more pleased about this assignment," 
said Donald Parfet, chair of the Kalamazoo College Board 
of Trustees, in his opening remarks. "We're gonna hear from 
one of the best." 


"Jewish students on our campus and Jewish faculty 
and staff take these symbols very seriously," said Dean of 
Students Vaughn Maatman. ''That is not a symbol that is 
benign. It's powerful; it represents the worst in their his
tory." Photo by Christopher Peplin. 


Provost Gregory Mahler, who nominated Griffin for the 
distinguished chair, echoed Parfet's pleasure as he enumer-


Continued on page 5. 


The Kalamazoo baseball team is having 
a historic season. See story on page 12. Continued on page 5. 


StuComm bets on inactivity New VP never wants to leave college 
Aaron Aupperlee 


News Editor 


Student Commission voted to approve 
the student organi.nltion spring quarter 
budget on April 1 0, allocating more money 
than it currently has in its coffers. If orga
nizations spend all the money StuComm 
granted tllem this quarter, StuComm will 
have an $810 bill to pay. 


However, StuComm Finance Director 
Aaron Ries is not worried. "Every quarter, 
withoutJail, money goes unspent," Ries 
said. Ries pointed to last quarter where stu
dent organi.nltions failed to spend between 
$4,000 and $5,000. 


Budget miscalculation by student 
organi.nltions is quite common according 
to Ries. "Organizations are always $10 to 
$100 off their original request. That's not 
a problem. However, when organizations 
are off by $500, that's a problem." 


Ries finds left over money a difficult 
problem to fix. "Because the way student 
organization leadership changes every 
year and sometimes quarter to quarter, it 
is hard to have a hard and fast rule about 
this." Instead, Ries has decided to count on 
organi.nltion not spending all their allotted 
money. 


Joe Mansow' raised concern about 
tlus possible fiscal irresponsibility during 
the Monday nigllt meeting. Ries reassured 


the commission that it was OK because 
money normally goes unspent and he 
cleared it with the business office. 


By over-budgeting to help fund stu
dent organi.nltion events, StuComm bets 
its own budget. "Inevitably, StuCorrim 
will have to make it up some way," said 
Ries. lbis would mean cutting back on tile 
$1,500 StuComm budget for this quarter. 
StuComm uses its budget to fund the tri
athlon, Day of Gracious Living activities 
and the emergency gift fund. 


Student Organizations asked for 
$55,454.05 this quarter for various events. 
StuComm had only $26,565.85 available 
for this quarter but that did not stop them 
from approving a budget of $27,357.38. 
Despite £lmding a little less than half of 
the total requests, no student organi.nltions 
attended Monday's meeting to dispute tile 
preliminary budget before approval. 


Only five organi.nltions this quarter 
received more tllan $2,000 in funding but 
among the group are some new faces. 
EnvOrg received $2,635 this quarter, sig
nificantly higher than their $390 budget 
last quarter. Free Burma also turned in 
an impressive showing with $2,198.34. 
Ries said he was pleased with many of the 
events put forth by student organizations 
this quarter but added, "Ambition defi
nitely gets you rewarded." 


Katie Prout 
Staff Writer 


Beginning July 1, Kalamazoo will 
have a new Vice PreSIdent for College 
Advancement, Victoria L.Gorrell. 
Currently the Vice President for University 
Relations and Executive Director at 
Weber State University in Ogden, Utah, 
Gorrell will replace Bernard Palcluck, 
who will be stepping down in June. The 
Vice President for College Advancement 
handles fundraising, external communi
cations, and alumni. 


"The Search Advisory Committee 
and I are thrilled to welcome Vicki 
Gorrell to Kalamazoo College," said 
President Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran in a 
press release dated April, 3. "Her back
ground and professional expertise in 
mUltiple areas of advancement - flmd
raising, development, communications, 
alwnni relations, and her commitment to 
the liberal arts curriculunl - make her 
an excellent fit for Kalamazoo College." 
President Wilson-Oyelaran sat on the 
Search Advisory Committee along with 
the Board of Trustees, faculty and admin
istration members. 


"I am both honored and excited to 
accept this position," said Gorrell in the 
press release. 


Gorrell's background includes her 


position at Weber State University, 
where she led external relations pro
grams in development, al urnni relations 
and communications. Before Weber State 
University, she was the director of devel
opment at Randolph-Macon Woman's 
College in Virginia and tile director of 
regional programs at The Ohio State 
University. She also taught seventh and 
eighth grade students in Florida and did 
a stint as a magazine and newspaper 
journalist. 


Gorrell's undergraduate career at 
Allegheny College, Pa. provided her with 
"an incredible start" to her adult life. She 
enjoyed t1Je educational experience and 
environment, which developed in her a 
passion for liberal arts and a belief in its 
education for students. She hoped to be 
able to incorporate these experiences into 
her professional career. 


"I decided I really wanted to be in an 
academic environment. It's wonderful to 
never leave college. There are so many 
things at you fingertips," Gorrell said. 


She hopes to work to connect 
the campus with the world outside of 
Kalamazoo, and cultivate recognition 
and support for the staff and students. 


"Colleges these days need to be 
very aware of the outside world and its 
resources. ,. 
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The V.I.P~ List 
Name: Jenny Thomson, K'07 
Birth date: 
June 23, 1985 
Studies at K: 
Chemistry 


Activities at K: Jenny 
is astarmemberofthe 
Kalamazoo College 
Cross Country team. 
Consequently, she 
spends a lot of her 
spare time running. 
Jenny also works in 
the Center for Career 
Development as a Career Advisor. To unwind, Jenny 
likes to watch movies or Chapelle's Show with her 
friends. 


Study Abroad Site: Clermont-Ferrand, France 


A lYPical Day on Study Abroad: On a typical day, 
Jenny would sleep in, and eat breakfast with her host 
mom before walking to class. She had about three hours 
of class per day and she usually ate lunch with some 
of the other American students. They frequented three 
lunch spots, a Vietnamese restaurant called Tanhoa, a 
sandwich shop, or at a local creperie. They went to the 
creperie so much that the owner began to recognize 
them and even brought in his daughter to meet the girls. 
After class, Jenny sometimes went shopping or to the 
market with her host mom to buy things for dinner. 
To cap off the evening, Jenny ate home-cooked dinner 
with her host mom, usually a vegetable soup puree, 
plain green salad with Dijon mustard and, of course, 
cheese. After dinner, she entertained the evening social 
time with her host mom by watching docunlentaries in 
French and then went to bed. 


ICRP Topic and Activities: Jenny interned at a French 
opthalmic pharmaceutical lab, called "Thea." As part of 
her project she helped translate a clinical summary of a 
new drug. "With current scientific research everything 
has to be in English," says Jenny. So she was responsible 
for fine-tuning the translation. 


Some Unique Things About Oermont: Clermont 
is home to the largest club in France. It's also sur
rounded by a dormant volcanic mountain range. The 
first Crusade started as a result of a speech given by 
Pope Urban I in Clermopt in 1095. Jenny also said there 
are dogs everywhere, lots of younger couples frequently 
have several dogs that populate the city. 


What You'd TeU Someone Going to Oermont Next 
FaU: "Make as many French friends as you can, because 
it's the best way to practice your speaking and they're 
really nice." She recommends going hiking in the vol
canic park. Make it a point to go when you first arrive is 
nice when first go there. 


-Compiled by Joel Haas, K'06 


Mooney emphasizes science's role in politics 
Kaitlyn Walter 


Staff Writer 


Chris Mooney presented his theories from his best 
selling book "The Republican War on Science" in Stetson 
Chapel, Friday, April 7. 


Mooney, a Washington correspondent for Seed 
magazine and a senior correspondent for the American 
Prospect, discussed the intersection of science and poli
tics in his lecture. 


Although he was unable to have his slid show 
accompany, Mooney's speaking ability made up for it. 
Throughout his lecture, there were many instances when 
he incited the audience to laugh, clap or shout. While 
he discussed the Bush administration's response to the 
Tsunami he played a tape of an interview with the presi-
dent. -


"I am not a geologists, as you know," Bush said on 
the tape. The crowd erupted into laughter. 


But his lecture was not all laughs, and Mooney often 
silenced the crowd when he discussed what he termed 
deplorable acts by Republicans. Intelligent Design activ
ists "redefine science because they don't have data, theo
ry, or hunch." He argued that their actions are damaging 
science educations of chi Idren across the country. 


Mooney also pointed out that although our leaders 
do not need to be scientists, but that they should have 
scientific advisers. This would seem obvious to many, he 


said, but apparently it's not. 
"According to Fred Barns .. . Bush was seen meeting 


with Michel Crichton about scientific matters," Mooney 
said. Crichton is most famous for his books "Jurassic 
Park" and "Congo." 


[n general, students responded positively to his talk. 
"Mooney's lecture was both engaging and provoca


tive" said Andrew Dombos K'09. "It was shocking to 
hear the details of what the Right has been up to." . 


According to Mooney there is a problem in 
Washington dealing with misuse and abuse of scientific 
facts. Mooney defined this misuse as any political effort 
to undermine the scientific process, 


The current White House has been accounted with 
editing EPA reports on the environment to the point that 
EPA scientists said that the report was no longer correct, 
he said. Mooney mentioned a book written by senior edi
tor at The American Spectator Tom Bethell. The book, 
"The Politically Incorrect Guide to Science," attempts 
to disprove evolution, global warming, Einstein's theory 
of Relativity, and questions the African AIDS epidemic. 
This is who the government is listening to when it comes 
to scientific 'facts, Mooney said. 


Although the right was spoken about for a relatively 
large amount misuse, Mooney also made a point that the 
left also misused and abused SCientific facts. He used as 
example John Edward's accidental promise to use stem 
cell research results to make Christopher Reeves walk. 


Iraq veteran provides another view of war 
Kaitlyn Walter 


Staff Writer 


Retired United States Army Lt. Col. Scott E. 
Rutter spoke to students about the agenda of the Iraq 
War, Thursday, April 6. 


Rutter, an Iraq War veter
an and Bronze and Silver Star 
recipient, fought in the Battle 
of Fallujah and was the battal
ion task force commander dur
ing Operation Iraqi Freedom. He 
retired from the Army in 2003, 
but went back to Iraq as an 
embedded reporter in 2004. 


Rutter's presence on campus 
was to "provide a different per
spective to help people relate and 
understand" according to Greg 
La Voy, K'06, president of the 
Kalamazoo College Republicans 
who sponsored Rutter's talk. 


Rutter spoke of many issues I---¥"J;: 


probably we transitioned into a support mission or 
a building mission a little bit too early rather than 
doing the security mission a little bit stronger." 


He also spoke of the soldiers' and leaders' moti
vations to fight in the war. He said that for many of 


the soldiers ~'weapons of mass 
destruction never came into the 
equation. What motivated the 
soldiers was ridding the Iraqi 
people of Saddam." 


After his speech, the audi
ence was allowed to ask question 
pertaining to the two videos, his 
lecture, and his views. Though 
most students expressed their 


-disagreement with him, he didn't 
get disheveled. "I was impressed 
by his professional attitude when 
answering student's questions, 
but that doesn't change the fact 
that he responded in a very indi
rect and roundabout way," said 
Allan Vander Laan, K'09. 


At the end of the speech, 
many audience members went 
away shaking their heads. 


pertaining to what he referred to 
as common misnomers. He spoke 
of how many people thought we 
went into Iraq without a plan. 
He countered that the plan was Photo by Christopher Pepl·ln. 


"I felt as though Scott's 
lecture was a bit disorganized . 


to seize critical points outside Rutter pauses during his lecture 
of Baghdad to set the condition to emphasize a point, April 6. 


He wasn't the best speaker and 
failed to get his point across," 
said Vander Laan . to enter the streets of Baghdad; 


he described it as "street by street, block by block, 
fighting. " 


"Did we make mistakes? Yes, I think so. I think 


Still LaVoy felt like the event was a success. "I 
think we accomplished what we wanted . We wanted 
to tell the story of a soldier [and] raise awareness." 
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The mystery of Henderson Castle revealed . 
Aaron Aupperlee 


News Editor 


On a visit to Henderson Castle, one should not wear 
mismatched or otllerwise embarrassing socks. For the 
first time in the castle's 110 year history, current owners, 
Peter and Laura Livingstone-McNelis, K'87 and K'89 
respectively, opened 
its doors to the pub
lic and they want to 
protect the original 
floors. 


"The floors 


In 1981, wealthy, Kalamazoo lawyer Frederick Royce 
purchased the castle and spent over $2 million in renova
tions and restorations. Royce, a frequent flyer, modeled 
the themed guest rooms upstairs after his travels in the 
Netherlands, Tibet, Italy and France. He also installed 
fiber optic lights in the floors and ceilings to add to 


the castle's extrava-


1". gance. 


Photo by Christopher Peplin. 


Probably 
Royce's most 
famous contribution 
to the Henderson 


are over 100-years
old," said Henderson 
Castle tour guide 
Katie Thompson, 
K'08. "They have 
never been stained 
even though tlle 
Henderson's were 
always entertaining." 
The dining room 
floor had been previ
ously damaged by a 
party guest in stiletto 
heals, prompting a 


Much of the artwork at Henderson Castle is on 


Castle is the hot tub 
on the roof. Putting 
a hot tub on tlle 
roof of a castle was 
no small endeavor. 
Royce had to hire a 
crane to lift the hot 
tub, build a second 
boiler room to pump 
and heat the water 
and reinforce the 
roof with a second 
roof just to hold the 
550 gallon hot tub. 


loan from its previous owner Frederick Royce. 


decisive no-stiletto-policy, or any shoe for that matter. 
Wisconsin arehitect CA Gombert began building 


the castle in 1890 for Frank and Mary Henderson. The 
Henderson requested Gombert's original plans be changed 
to include a second tower, offi
cially making tlle Henderson 
mansion the Henderson Castle. 


Frank Henderson, a promi
nent businessman in Kalamazoo, 
owned the Henderson-Ames 
Company, which produced rega
lia for secret societies and frater
nal organizations, and military 
and other kinds of unifornls. 
The Hendersons built their cas
tle on land inherited by Mary 


. Henderson. The Hendersons 
spend little time in their castle, 
Frank Henderson died in 1899, 
only 4 years after it was fin
ished. Mary Henderson moved 
out in 1908. 


Stand on top of one of the highest points in Kalamazoo, 
however, and one can easily see why Royce went through 
all that trouble. 


Thompson described the castle 
Playboy 
Kalamazoo. 


as Royce's own 
Mansion in 


In 2005, Peter and Laura 
Livingstone-McNelis bought 
the castle when Royce decided 
to move to Buenos Aries. They 
decided to transform the 25-
room, Queen Ann style home 
into a bed and breakfast and a 
place for businesses and other 
organizations to hold gather
ings. Thus far, the castle has 
hosted birthday parties, wed
dings, a children's dance recital 
and murder mystery dinners 
where guests try to figure out 
'\vho done it." 


From 1908 on, the castle 
changed hands nine different 
times. The Kalamazoo Institute 
of Arts bought the castle in. 
1957 and hoped to make it the 
future home of the Kalamazoo 


Art Center. However, insurance The 
and fire concerns kept a gallery 
from opening up on top of West . at 
Main HilL 


Photo by Christopher Peplin. 


castle was built in 1895 
the cost of ~72,oOO. 


Tours are also a popular 
event at Henderson Castle. 
Public tours began in February 
and according toStephanie Ong, 
K'08, "there was a ridiculous 
response." Ong gives tours at 
the castle and created an inde
pendent study called Henderson 
Castle Small Business. She told 
a story about a 90-year-old, 


After the KIA Kalamazoo College owned the castle. 
TIley divided it into apartments for faculty and students. 
Recycling Coordinator Rob Townsend remembers, with 
agony, moving tables and chairs up and down the stairs 
of the castle, careful not to scratch the walls. 


lifetime Kalamazoo resident 
who had waited his who life to see the inside of the man


sion on the hill. 
Although the castle is not haunted, Ong said, "there's 


a mystery about this place and no one's been able to see 
it for 110 years." 


UN Rep. speaks at college 
Katherine Wegert 


Features Editor 


United Nations Representative of the Republic 
of Kenya, Professor Mbula Bahemuka, addressed last 
Thursday the current challenges facing Africa in her 
lecture, "African Renaissance, Challenges in Achieving 
the American Dream." 


"The African renaissance gives Africans no choice 
&ut to ask questions about themselves. We must try 
to look at problems from one perspective: as a united 
people," Professor BaI1emuka said Thursday. 


A continent devastated by poverty, the HlY/AIDS 
epidemic and poor governance, Bahemuka called for 
a "home-grown" approach to solving Africa's great
est challenges. "The renaissance begins with me," she 
said. "Africa still holds a chance to rise up and revive 
itself, but Africans must challenge themselves to find 
the answers." 


According to Professor Bahemuka, Africa is the 
only continent that will not achieve the UN Millenniunl 
Challenge Goals by the year 2014. Poverty and cor
ruption are widespread, but BaI1emuka challenged K 
students to continue taking interest in Africa's develop


ment. 
"Every time I see young people go to Kenya, I think 


hope is on the way. As long as I have strength, I am 
going to come back to Kalamazoo because I feel a lot of 
warmth and hope here," she said. 


Students attending the event enjoyed Bahemuka's 
energy and perspective on the subject. 


"I was so inspired," Amber Whittington, K'04, said 
after the lecture. "She had such a positive vision for 
Africa." 
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Chapel Chat: Will you amount to something? 


A group of seniors started meet
ing a couple of weeks ago to hear from 
some faculty and staff and to talk about 
life and decisions. The group has only 
one rule: you CANNOT ask, "What are 
you going to do after you graduate?" 


Perhaps some of you who are not 
even seniors are hearing that ques
tion. Especially when people major in 
Philosophy or History or English, people 
(like parents for example) say, "What 
are you going to do with that?!?!" 


Do, do, do. What are you going to 
do after graduation? What are you going 
to do this summer? What are you going 
to do your SIP on? What are you going 
to do with your major? 


Or wait until you have a time in 
your life when you are unemployed for 
one reason or another: when you decide 
to stay home and spend more time par
enting or looking after an elderly parent, 


or when you lose a job, or when you are 
moving from one career to another - the 
question comes to you over and over. 
What do you do? And you fmd yourself 
casting around trying to make your under
employment sound as good as possible. 


It's all about doing. This is how we 
measure worth. One of the phrases that's 
been haunting me is this: "My parents 
really want me to amount to something." 
What in the heck does that mean?! Amount 
to something, like a certain amount of 
money or a certain amount of success, an 
advanced degree, a successful career, a 
house in the suburbs. What does it mean 
to "amount to something?" 


At a college like K, we talk about 
students being changed by their study of 
the liberal arts, by mentoring relation
ships with faculty. We talk about student 
growth through study abroad experiences 
and individualized work on their SIP. 


But J wonder how much we really 
think that "amounting to something" is 
about some kind of doing rather than 
some kind of being. 


What would it be like if we asked 
each other questions like, "Who will you 
be because of your major?" "Who will 
you be after graduating from K College?" 
"Who do you most want to be?" 


One of the paradoxes of the study 
abroad experience for many students is 
just this. They experience a world in 
which being matters more than doing, 
connecting more than accomplishing. 
This is indeed a different world than the 
one we're used to. At the Study Abroad 
Retreat, students talked about people 
spending hours chatting over meals, stop
ping to visit on the street, considering a 
gift oftime more important than a gift of 
money. 


This remarkable experience! And 


then back to a world where you ' re 
supposed to do, do, do. Cross it off the 
list. Get through this and on to the next. 
Breeze past someone because you're 
in a hurry. 


I believe that it is possible to 
change a culture. At K, we can invite 
each other to be more concerned with 
being than doing. We can stop to listen 
to each other. We can ask the hard, 
deep questions that can't be answered 
briefly. We can commit ourselves to 
"hear each other to speech" as feminist 
theologian Letty Russell says. 


In these beautiful spring days, take 
time to smell the flowers, to sit in the 
sun with a friend. If you're having 
trouble just being, stop by the cavern 
and meet Torrie, the chapel dog. She's 
excellent at being, at living in the 
eternal now, at taking time for a nap. 
Follow her example and BE. 


Fall 2006 Housing: Featuring some of the BEST College Homes-
owned and managed by a K alumnus! 


liue in the Henderson Castle 
Guesthouse rent free! 


--615 W. Lovell--beautifully restored mansion, 81g. bedrooms, 2 washers/dryers, dishwasher, paver park
ing for 7, $3200 includes all uti!. 


--530 Pearl--6 nice size bedrooms, 2 full baths, full basement, 2 refrigerators, parking for 6, lots of wood
work, $2100, plus utilities (currently rented to "K" students and right next to two other units rented to "K" 
students next year). 


--606 W. Walnut--4 nice size bedrooms, 1.5 baths, full basement, paved parking for 5, lots of woodwork 
(share parking lot with 530 Pearl), $1400 plus uti!. 


--828 Oak--5 nice size bedrooms, 2 living rooms, 2 full baths, 2 kitchens, full basement, beautiful hard
wood floors, $1750 plus uti!. 


--611 Stuart Ave.--4 nice size bedrooms, carport, three season porch, $1400, inc!. uti!. (currently rented . 
to "K" students) 
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New sign mirrors changes in chapel philosophy 
Elizabeth Porter 


Staff Writer 


A group of K students sit tucked 
away in a corner of a large sitting room, 
happily knitting, drinking tea, chatting, 
and munching on cookies. In the midst of 
their circle, knitting an afghan and spark
ing conversation is Mary Ellen Ashcroft, 
the new chaplain and English professor at 
Kalamazoo College this year. 


Knitting? Cookies? This relaxed and 
welcoming group of fellow students lead 
by Ashcroft is a far cry from the cold, 
rigid structure usually associated with the 
quiet sermons and cold pews of chapels 
and spirituality. This event, held Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday nights, is 
named with the tongue-in-cheek philoso
phy so trademark of the revamped chapel 
program is entitled "Knitting, Cookies, 
and the Meaning of Life." 


Ashcroft has introduced many of 
these fun, unique programs to our cam
pus this year. The agenda includes a 
series of Spirituality and Science forums, 
the "Imposter Syndrome" series during 
Friday chapel services lead by faculty 


and students, and "Wisdoms Ways" a 
discussion group for seniors preparing to 
graduate. 


It is programs like these which serve 
to fill a void in life of a typical K student. 
"I'm trying to figure out where students' 
interests are and how those fit into spiritu
ality. I want to create programs that invite 
them into places where they can examine 
these relationships," Ashcroft said. She 
added that she would like to create a sense 
of connectedness in the community and 
that talking about the way that we live our 
lives is a core goal of the program. 


"Students should feel comfortable 
here," she said. While the new cavern 
may conjure up images of a cold, dark 
cave, Ashcroft has tried to make it any
thing but. She has filled the cavern with 
pillows and comfy chairs and on nice 
days, she might just place a few chairs 
outside in the sunshine. 


For students who are not sure what, 
and if, they believe m a higher power, 
the chapel is an inviting, non-judgmental 
environment. Ashcroft herself, now an 
ordained Episcopalian minister, has spent 


time in Presbyterian, Christian fundamen
talist and now Episcopalian circles. 


Her experiences, and spiritual 
questioning, have sparmed many years, 
including eight spent in South Africa at 
the climax of political tensions there. Her 
experiences together make her approach
able and open minded spirituality. "I 
don't feel like everyone has to become 
an Episcopalian," said Ashcroft with a 
small smile. 


It is becoming increasingly harder to 
miss the pleasant smile and welcoming 
persona of our new chaplain. Walking 
back from classes in the early afternoon, 
Ashcroft has been spotted, along with a 
handful of students, sitting outside of the 
chapel patio basking in the sun. "This is 
the new chapel dog. Isn't she wonderful?" 
Ashcroft asked, pointing to a black lab. 
Above her, the new Chapel Cavern sign 
hangs. "I got it from a group of women 
who work with metal," she said. "The 
best part is their motto: 'Furniture for the 
Fearless. ", 


Fearless, yes, that is the best part of 
the new chapel program, in one word. It 


Griffin distinguishediSpeaks on innocence and race 
how we would deal with this," she said. 
Members of the conmmnity approached 
the crime from multiple standpoints -
domestic violence, gun control and racial 
tensions were among a few - and her 
desire to explore those viewpoints moti
vates the project. "It's been chewing at 
my brain ever since." 


Continued from page 1. 
is not an insurmountable obstacle. Through 
education, she argued students could move 


ated Griffin's contributions to the canlpUS past the initial shock and fear associated 
in his introduction. He cited her service with a loss of innocence, beginning to write 
as director of Women's Studies and the 
Non-Tradition Students progranl, as chair 
of the English, Theater Arts and Classics 
departments. He also noted ht'r numerous 
publications, both scholarly and creative. 


"She gives a huge amount to the 
college and for that we're in her debt," 
said Mallier. 


In her inaugural speech, entitled 
"The Preserve: Whiteness, Innocence 
and Education," Griffin discussed how 
the belief in innocence continues racial 
illiteracy and ignorance among white 
people. She began with a moment from 
a first-year seminar when she raised the 
issue of racial violence and showed a 
picture of a lynching. 


Griffm recalled the words of a single 
female student after the class ended: "I 
just never knew these things," tlle young 
woman said. 'TIlls lack of knowledge, 
Griffm said, is a definition of innocence, 
and imparting knowledge, breaking that 
innocence, can be a painful process. 


"To know it is to be ashamed," Griffm 
said. No one wants to be caught naked in 
their ignorance, she said. Students are 
afraid of it, and that fear preserves a lack 
of knowledge. 


Still, Griffin said a lack of knowledge 


a different version of history instead. 
"Young people are not barricaded by 


their innocence," Griffm said. "We need to 
teach students how to use their history." 


"It is not the loss of innocence that 
spells death," she added. 


After the lecture, Griffin elaborated on 
her interest in whiteness studies. 


Tracing it back to 1993, she said she 
was "fascinated by the theoretical aspects" 
of it. But though she has thought, wrote and 
studies the field since the early nineties, she 
has only had the chance to teach two senior 
women's studies courses focusing on race. 
Otherwise she mcludes a basic introduction 
into the subject in her first-year seminars. To 
make an impact however, Griffin believes 
whiteness studies need to be incorporated 
into the curriculum. 


"We ought to be doing it in the class
room," she said. "I think lOO students would 
enroll." 


Currently Griffm is beginning a new 
project a creative nonfiction account of 
the murder-suicide that occurred on K's 
campus in 1999. Margaret Wardle was shot 
and killed by her ex-boyfriend NeenefOdah, 
who then killed himself. 


"From the morning we all found out 
there was this struggle institutionally over 


Like her discussion of innocence 
and whiteness, Griffin said she was also 
motivated by a desire remember the past. 
She recalled a conversation she had with 
Margaret Wardle's father last year on the 
anniversary of her death. 


"Her fatller asked if this was still 
talked about,"- Griffm said. "I realized, 
'Nobody's going to write about this 
unless you are, Gail. '" 


As the Parfet Distinguished 
Professor, she'll have a little eAtra help 
with research; the chair comes with an 
annual $5,000 research fund. Possible 
uses for the money could be travel 
expenses for interviews, new hardware 
like a digital voice recorder, or a student 
research assistant. 


The Parfet chair was established 
in 2000 after Anne and Donald Parfet 
donated $2 million dollars to honor a 
distinguished professor of the humanities. 
Dr. Gary Dorrien, former Chaplain and 
professor of religion, was the fIrst recipi
ent faculty member to be honored with 
the chair. The chair is held for fIve years. 


Photo by Christopher Peplin. 
Chaplain Mary Ellen Ashcroft 
at the entrance to the cavern. 
exanlines the complex and overwhelming 
questions of meaning in a way iliat is, 
undeniably fearless. For those of you who 
might be intereSted, the chapel is open 
most days, and thanks to the new sign on 
ilie chapel arches, it is hard to miss. 


Second set identified 
Continued from page 1. 


The first set, two swastikas drawn side
by-side, was discovered Tuesday morning at 
approximately 8:30 a.m. when a staff mem
ber in the Center for International Programs 
saw them on a first floor office window of 
Dewing Hall. 


The second set was reported Tuesday 
evening around 7 p.m. by student to cam
pus security. Again two swastikas appeared 
side-by-side, this time on a window of the 
Trowbridge Hall lounge. Both sets were 
drawn with the bumt end of a stick. Campus 
security has turned over the suspected 
charred stick to the Kalamazoo Department 
of Public Safety (KPS). 


KPS was immediately called when the 
first set was reported on Tuesday morning 
because the drawings had the potential to 
fall under the Michigan Ethnic Intimidation 
Act. 


"Because it had the potential to be 
a hate crime we had the KPS come out," 
Director of Security Ttn1 Young said. 


"Hate crimes are extraordinary seli
ous. They target individuals and they target 
groups of individuals," said Maatman. 'That 
kind of thing gets more serious sanctions on 
our campus." 


Maatman also indicated that the col
lege is working closely with KPS. "We are 
going to continue to stay on this as long as 
we can," he said. "It is supportive to find out 
who is responsible." 
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THE WEEK AHEAD 


THURSDAYAPril13 
8 P.M., Kalamazoo Civic Theatre (329 S. Park) - "The 


Foreigner," a farcical tale of a lovable but socially inept Brit 
who escapes his stressful life by booking a holiday in back
woods USA; admission ~13-18 


9 A.M., Kalamazoo Valley Museum (230 N. Rose) -


"Making America's Music," celebrate the joy and diversity of SUN DAY 
American music, and participate in making music; learn the April 16 
elements of music, and what inspired celebrity performers; 
free admission 


7:00 P.M., Stetson Chapel - Winona LaDuke speaks on 
sustainable, multicultural democracy in an event sponsored 
by EnvOrg, College Democrats, Chapel and the Women's 
Resource Center. LAC. 


7:30 P.M., Kalamazoo Valley Museum - "Kalamazoo 
Songwriters II;" seven local songwriters will take the stage 
playing "music without distractions" 


8 P.M., Dalton Theatre - "It," 1927 movie by Clara Bow; ~3 
students, ~5 general admission 


F RID A Y April 14 
11 A.M., Stetson Chapel - "Getting Real," lecture by Mary 


Ellen Ashcroft; refreshments at 10:30 


4 P.M., Stowe Stadium - Women's Tennis hosts Hope 
College 


5 P.M., Kalamazoo Institute of Arts - "Art & All That Jazz," 
a popular series combining art, live music and free refresh
ments; join musical guests The Northside Jazz Quartet and 
take an inside look at the featured exhibition, "Kirk Newman: 
The Next Step" 


7 P.M., The Little Theatre (corner of Oakland and Oliver) 
- "Comic Evangelists, Movie Premiere;" the first movie made 
by Crawlspace Eviction; filmed by local filmmaker Dan Jones, 
the movie is told in mockumentary style, follows a small 
town improve team on a mission from God; ~5 general admis
Sion, ~3 students 


SATU RDAYApril15 
6 P.M., First Baptist Church (315 W. Michigan) - "All 


Ears Theatre Live Performance: Dan Turner Hollywood 
Detective" 


1 P.M., Hyames Field (WMU) - Western Michigan baseball 
hosts Buffalo 


1 P.M., Ebert Field (WMU) - Western Michigan softball hosts 
Northern Illinois 


MONDAY April 17 
10 A.M., Knauss Hall Space Gallery (WMU) - Sculpture exhibi


tion by Staci Daniel; open until 5 


3:30 P.M., Softball Field - Softball hosts Hillsdale College 
(doubleheader) 


TUESDAYApril18 
6 P.M., Welles Hall (LAC) - "Tunnel of Oppression," an inter


active program on oppression in American society 


WEDNESDAYApril19 
5:30 P.M., Old Welles Hall - Campus-wide Passover 


Seder, presented by the Kalamazoo College Jewish Student 
Organization; limited tickets available 


6 P.M., Welles Hall (LAC) - "Tunnel of Oppression," an 
interactive program on oppression in American society 


7=30 P.M., Bernhard Center Ballroom (WMU) - Lecture by 
abortion-rights advocate Sarah Weddington 


TBA, Miller Auditorium (WMU) - "The Phantom of the 
Opera;" directed by Harold Prince, this award-winning play 
traces the tragic love story of a beautiful opera singer and a 
young composer shamed by his physical appearance. Tickets 
can be purchased online at millerauditorium.com or at the 
Miller Auditorium box office. 







E April 13, 2006 7 


Not entertaining, but embarrassing: "Kalamazoo?" disappoints 
Lauren Trager 


Staff Writer 


The city of Kalamazoo will forever be tarnished, 
linked to the horrendous movie which embarrassingly 
bears its name. 


The movie is not worthy of promotion by the city 
or even acknowledgment from it. Replete with abysmal 
acting, shameless writing and cast typing, and a weakly 
driven plot, the movie, written by Kalamazoo natives, 
might have had a chance if Cameron Diaz had the lead 
role. Maybe, but probably not. 


Flashing signage from local spots all over town, 
the movie begins with promise, immediately unit
ing a loosely associated clan of buddies, thrown back 
into their hometown for their ten year reunion at 
Kalamazoo Central High School. They meet for coffee 
at Sweetwater's Donuts, but here things turn sour; the 
three central friends lack chemistry and it's a wonder 
how the pudgy, Jewish class president, Maggie (Mayim 
Bialik, known to many as Blossom of TV's Blossom) 
the ditzy bombshell waif Carol (Josie Davis) and the 
starry-eyed drama queen, Joan (Joanna Clare Scott) 
ever became friends in the first place. 


The stereotypes become sickening: a boisterous 
black classmate, still lives with his mom, but at the 
reunion is accompanied by two beautiful women on 
each arm. Maggie's mother speaks in a heavy Yiddish 
accent and complains over the rising price of Matzah. 
The two best male buds in the gang (One is called 
"Steve-O," please) still drive around in their open-top 
Jeep, engaging in homophobic remarks and provoking 
the class nerd into humiliating himself as he drops a 


condom in the punch bowl at the reunion. 
It is humiliation that seeks to drive this pointless 


plot, but motivations prove watery and contrived. When 
revealed that a time capsule, carrying the predictions of 
everyone's successes, will be opened at the reunion, the 
friends are so afraid of their failures that they engage 
in a "Seek and Destroy" mission to steal the time cap
sule. 


Convoluting the paltry plot, the friend's grand
mothers, (played by has-been actors Claire Bloom, 


The movie lauds a lesson about 
running from the future, but it 
only prompted one to run from 


the theater. 


Chita Rivera and Renee Taylor) who keep watch 
on their granddaughters via cell-phones in heaven, 
hatch a scheme to help their granddaughters in their 
"Transitional Year" and enlist assistance from the 
white-suited black God-like gatekeeper, Alfred, who 
tells them that, if they intervene, they will not be 
allowed back into heaven. Predictably, once on Earth, 
they do, and manage to make much trouble for their 
granddaughters. And for the movie as well; they provide 
an un-comical, ifnot creepy presence that only prolongs 
the agony, more akin to the Devil's work than that of 
three angels. 


The movie lauds a lesson about running from 
the future, but it only prompted one to run from the 


SIP presentations by department 
April 19 


April 27-2 


May 5-6 


May 13 


May 24 


SIP Fest 
Math, Computer Science, and Physics 
4:15-6:15 PM Olds-Upton 2nd Floor Commons 


Diebold Symposium 
Biology 
Keynote at 4 PM on the 27th and Presentations 4-9 PM on 
the 28th and 10 AM-2 PM on the 29th in Dow 


Hilberry Symposium 
English 
Keynote at 7 PM on the 5th in the Olmsted Room and 
Concurrent Sessions from 1-6 PM on the 6th in Dewing 


SIP Celebration 
Education 


Political Science Night 
Political Science 
4-6 PM Place to be announced 


Weeks 8 and 9 Senior Show 


theater. At the climactic moment of the movie, neither 
inspirational, nor even slightly rousing, motivation-less 
Carol realizes that life "is about the little things," which 
involved finding a man and popping out some kids. 
In fact, even Maggie, called a "cold-hearted feminist 
bitch" by her friends during a drunken fight, realizes 
that she doesn't have to be afraid of marriage. Joan, 
too, finds solace in her husband, despite not being the 
movie-star her 18-year-old self imagined. 


Not even worthy of mindless-but-cute, l'd-watch-it
while-I-studied status, this movie surely disappoints the 
city of Kalamazoo; the city factors little, nothing more 
than "the home of paper, pharmaceuticals and celery" as 
one character points out. Perhaps living in Kalamazoo 
is what made them all such terrible actors, screenwrit
ers and friends, in which case, consider moving. But the 
forgettable plot could have been set in any small town; 
a shame because the scenery at Sweetwater's, Bells, 
Bronson Park, KC High School and all around town, 
excites the local viewer. 


Let's hope, since the movie is only showing locally, 
that no one outside the area gets to see it. 


"Kalamazoo?" is now playing 
only at Goodrich Theaters in 


Kalamazoo, Battle Creek, Lowell, 
Grand Haven and Holland. 


Running time: 93 min. 


Art (Individual student speakers every Thursday during 
weeks 2-7 at 4 PM in the Recital Hall) 


June 1 Voice Recital 
Music 


The above mural, by Kalamazoo artist Conrad Kaufman, de
picts all of the constellations in their anthropomorphic 
form. It is located in the Earth/Sky room of Henderson Cas
tle. Frederick Royce outfitted the mural with fiber optic lights. 
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Letters to the Editor working out than men. If there is a need for 
a new, quieter environment, why not set a 
time where quieter, less offensive music can 
be played, and men and women can work 
out together in peace? 


I remember that exasperation I felt back 
when I was 12 years old. This tin1e 
though, I would not remain quiet. Never 
again. How can something like this hap
pen at our 'inclusive' and 'accepting' 
college? This act of hatred must not be 
tolerated and I commend the college for 
a quick response thus far. While I am 
appalled that an adult on our campus felt 
inclined to express oneself in sllch a way, 
tills action points to a widespread lack 
of respect that goes beyond this solitary 
event. Instead of irresponsible acts of 
hatred, we must work together to leam 
from each otller in constructive ways. 
On May 13 the 1S0, BSO and LSO will 
be running an all campus sununit on 
respect in our community and our lives. 
I urge everyone to participate as we work 
towards creating a safe, respectful and 
comfortable environment for all. As a 
Jew I am pained by this transgression. 
As a human I am hurt. It may only take 
one person for something like this to hap
pen, but we as a community must move 
forward from this incident Witll solidarity, 
resolve and respect. 


To the editor: 


I was quite frustrated to read the arti
cle "Women in the Weight Room" in the 
last issue of the Index. Like many others, 
I have expressed my discontent with the 
underlying motivations for such a group. 
It does away with any notion of equality 
between men and women, and enforces 
gender stereotypes. 


have a taste for many other genres. There 
is no reason to attribute any particular type 
of music to a gender. I can appreciate the 
need for a quiet setting, however I don't 
see how that justifies excluding men. I 
also cannot see how someone listening to 
their preference in music entails a lack of 
understanding. 


Cory Kaufman, K'09 


To the editor: 


The main premise behind Women in 
the Weight Room (WW), from the article, 
is a "space just for women to exercise 
away from the societal expectations and 
pressures created by men." I will agree, 
many of the men I see in the weight room 
on a regular basis can be intimidating. 
I would like t~ ask, though: why are 
women who work out are any less intinli
dating? Why are these expectations and 
pressures attributed solely to men? 


What I do see from this program is 
exclusion in another form. While K -College 
is known for its open and cultured students, 
I see a discrimination on the most basic of 
differences, that between men and women. 
What really is the problem? Is it the music 
being played in the weight room? Bring 
headphones. Is it the large amounts of 
people that fill the weight room every after
noon? Go at night. As the article pointed 
out, the weight room is open 81 hours a 
week and these 81 hours are not meant to 
be solely the men's tin1e. 


When I was in 6th grade I witnessed 
three fellow students scribble a swastika 
onto the cinder block wall of my middle 
school. As they joked and laughed, I felt 
a twinge of anger knot up inside me. As a 
Jew and as a human, this symbol of hatred 
shattered my idealistic view of the progress 
our world had made since the Holocaust. 
How could some stupid kids have the nerve 
to do that? Perhaps, though, it was just that; 
they were kids who did not know the rami
fications of their actions. I was too nervous, 
scared and embarrassed to do anything but 
smear the painful markings off the wall with 
my sweaty palms when no one was looking. 
Flash forward 9 years. Swastikas appear on 
the exterior of Dewing Hall at Kalamazoo 
College. SpeechJess upon hearing the news, 


I fmd it offensive that men are ste
reotyped in this article as only those who 
listen to Linkin Park or other "music 
characterized by men screaming, violent 
lyrics, and tales of drugs and sex." While 
I do listen to that sort of music, I also 


The need for WW, from my point of 
view, should come from a desire for a new 
environment, rather than a female one. I 
could see how it could be justified if I never 
saw women in the weight room, but I do 
every day. Often, there are more women Dan Blustein, K'06 


Renovation Issues: The greening of Hicks Center 
Paul Manstrom 


Contributor . 


Can we compost Sodexho's food waste on site? 
Can we store storm water from tl1e Hicks roof and use 
it to irrigate the Quad lawn? How can we improve tl1e 
recycling facilities in a renovated Hicks Center? Does 
it make sense to provide changing and shower rooms in 
Hicks for bicycle commuters? Can solar panels be used 
to help power Hicks Center? 


The upcoming renovation of Hicks Center provides 
a unique opportunity to enhance Kalamazoo College's 
commitment to be an environmentally friendly campus. 
Renovating the student center at an institution where 
many students take an active interest in the future healtl1 
of our planet is a perfect occasion to raise the campus 
standards for sustainable design 


During the last decade tl1e United States Green 
Building Council began developing a set of standards 
for determining just how "green" a building is. These 
standards are known by the acronym LEED (Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design). LEED has been 
accepted by tl1e building design and construction indus
try as an accurate measure of sustainability. Buildings 
earn LEED certification by tallying credits in various 
categories that measure sustainable design. The credits 
are verified and documented by architects and engi
neers who are LEED certified professionals. There are . 
four levels of certification (certified, silver, gold and 
platinum) depending on how many credits the building 
earns. 


Until very recently, LEED certification was limited 
to new construction. Renovation projects on this cam
pus, including tl1e recently completed Upjohn Commons 


Library did not have an accepted standard to measure to accomplish the college's mission to transform Hicks 
"greenness" when they were designed. Many sustainable Center into the "Heart and Hearth" of the campus. 
practices such as energy efficiency and power monitor- The second major decision will be to determine 
ing, the use of environmentally friendly building materi- whether tl1e College wants to formalize the LEED cer
als, and extensive recycling of demolition materials were tification process or sin1ply use tile LEED-EB standard 
included in tl10se projects and would have earned LEED as an informal guide to achieve a "green" building. The 
credits for new construction. additional administrative and documentation costs for 


A new standard called LEED-EB for existing build- formal certification could possibly cost over $100,000. 
ings has now been established. LEED-EB credits can This money does not make the building any more sus
be earned in six different categories: sustainable sites; tainable and it could be used instead to include more 
water efficiency; energy and atmosphere; materials and "green" features in tl1e project. However, formal certi
resources; indoor environmental quality; innovation in fication does officially verify tile level of sustainability 
operation, upgrades and maintenance. Each category is and brings recognition to tl1e college from tl1e outside 
subdivided into multiple credit-earning strategies. TIle world. 
college and its design firm (TPTA of Kalamazoo) are Those of you who are interested in more informa
now looking into applying tllese LEED-EB standards to tion about the LEED program can find details at the U.S. 
the Hicks renovation and determining how tl1ey would Green Building Council's web site: http://www.usgbc. 
affect tl1e project. org!. Suggestions or questions about sustainability as it 


There are two major decisions involving sustainabil- relates specifically to tl1e Hicks Center project can be 
ity tl1at the college will n~ed to make early in the Hicks sent by email ·to manstrom@kzoo.edu. 
design process. First, we must determine what level of The Hicks Renovation Committee and TPTA have 
sustainability we want to achieve. Hicks will qualify been actively seeking input about all aspects of the Hicks 
to earn a number of credits for strategies (e.g. energy project. The recently completed online survey and the 
efficiencies) that are already campus standards. Then various open meetings and focus groups scheduled for 
we will analyze what otller design features are possible this montl1 are examples of tl1is process. On April 28, 
given tl1e nature of the project. For example, is it pos- the same day tl1at has been designated as an "Energy 
sible to establish a "green roof' on 60% of tl1e roof area Reduction Day" for tl1e campus, TPTA will be here to 
as required for a credit for "heat island reduction?" Is it conduct a sustainability workshop. This workshop is 
physically possible to bring daylight and outdoor views open to anybody who wants to participate. Final details 
to 90% of tl1e building spaces for anotl1er credit? As we about tl1is workshop will be out soon. Please take advan
trim the list to what is possible, we tl1en have to project tage of tills opportunity to share your ideas about what 
tl1e cost of each of tl1e remaining items. These costs sort of features should be included in a "green" Hicks 
will tl1en compete for money in a budget that will also Center and also get an update on tl1e designers' prelimi
fund tl1e structural improvements and amenities needed nary plans for implementing sustainability. 
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Evolution: not just for the birds 
James Langeland 


Contributor 


• 
This article originally appeared in the Monday, 


April 3 edition o/the Kalama=oo Gazette. 


life, to real time evolutionary 
events such as the ever-adapt
ing flu virus, the evidence for 
evolution plainly surrounds us. 
And the primary mechanism 
for evolution, natural selection 
- a simple program of dif
ferential reproductive success 
- is among the longest lived 
and most well supported of sci
entific theories. Our biomedical 
establishment is the envy of 
the world, yet evolution - the 
central orgaOlzlOg principle 
of modern biology - inspires 
strong opposition from the very 
citizens who benefit from it. 


Clearly, the facts and theory 
of evolution are grossly under
taught in our schools. Part of the 
problem is that teachers, faced 
with actual or potentially hostile 
parents, choose to de-emphasize 
the science. Couple this with 
a well-funded and politically 
motivated movement actively 
spreading disinformation - the 


, 
• ... 
--


- -
Illustration by Will Walkington. 


Nearly I SO years ago, Charles Darwin intro
duced the concept of evolution by natural selection 
and its unique power to explain biological reality. 
One of his examples was birds - the Galapagos 
finches - whose remarkable physical diversity in 
the face of their close cousinry remains a textbook 
example of evolutionary adaptation. Fast forward to 
2006 and birds again have a lesson for us regarding 
evolution. The media abounds with Stephen King 
scenarios of the current bird flu pandemic becom
ing a replay of the 1918 human flu pandemic that 
claimed SO million lives. The 1918 pandemic was 
caused by a bird flu virus acquiring the ability to 
infect and, importantly, be transmitted by humans. 
To be more direct: the virus evolved. Some bird 
flu variants, by the chance of mutation, happened 
to acquire the ability to be passed among humans. 
And by necessity, not at all by chance, those variants 
were the ones that spread through the human popula
tion. That is evolution by natural selection, pure and 
simple. The same scenario may play out again soon, 
and the only rational way to mitigate that possibility 
is to understand and approach it as an issue of bio
logical evolution. 


Unfortunately this threat comes at a time when 
a majority of Americans continue to question the 
facts of evolution and continue to be uninformed as 
to how natural selection creates adaptive evolution
ary change. From the dazzling array of fossils, to 
the deep cellular and molecular commonality of all 


so-called Intelligent Design movement - and you 
have a potent recipe for continued biological illiter
acy. Fortunately the federal courts, most recently in 
Dover, Pa., have consistently shot down creationist 
movements such as Intelligent Design as pseudosci
entific nonsense. But courts alone will not resolve 
the deeper issue driving the anti-evolution agenda. 


And this fear is based on a misconception of what 
science can tell us and what it cannot. Biological 
evolution deals with natural, objective explanations 
of the physical world and tells us how we, as bio
logical beings, came to be here over the four biflion 
years oflife on earth. But biology must leave subjec
tive questions of purpose and meaning and morality 


I believe this deeper issue is a fear of loss of 
meaning in a universe based on natural occurrences. Continued on page 10. 


Different names, same problem with recent rape allegations 
Krissie Wawer 


Contributor 
Last quarter, some students held a 


silent vigil in front of Hicks Center, pass
ing out slips of paper reading something 
along the lines of, "a man from our 
school raped a woman. Please join us 
in solidarity." The vigil, which attracted 
hundreds of students and faculty, men 
and women, throughout its two hours, 
indicated tremendous support for survi
vors of sexual assault. Afterwards, vari
ous people approached me and others 
in attendance, many in concern for the 
woman and offering to do anything they 
could if she needed support. A few days · 
later, sheets of paper with the address of a 
house written on them appeared taped up 
around campus. I spoke to various people 
about the possible meaning of these slips 
of paper; many assumed the vigil and 
the paper were somehow related. People 
immediately became very defensive. 
People became speculative about who 
taped up those papers, and, concerned 
about the men whose address it was, 


began angrily and frantically implicat
ing a few of us for our supposed actions. 
What most concerned me was the fact 
that people were no busy speculating 
about who was guilty of taping up papers 
that no one seemed concerned about any 
woman anymore. 


To this day, I am not surprised that 
a man raped a woman on our campus 
because it happens often enough and 
is most times unreported and silenced. 
What disappointed me was the lack of 
anger · from the student body after the 
vigil and lack of frantic demanding to 
know what man raped a woman on our 
campus. In this most recent example, 
energies that were so supportive dur
ing the vigil immediately turned into 
concern for the odd appearance of an 
address and the potential victim ization 
an address imposes on some men rather 
than the real, lived assault of women on 
our campus. 


Recently, the allegations of an 
African-American woman that three 
white men, all three athletes at Duke 


University, gang-raped her have made an 
impact on the national news, something 
surprising considering that this activity 
is so frequent, underreported and often 
not taken seriously. According to Lisa M. 
Calderon, director of Advocacy Services 
in Boulder, "women of color's experi
ences of violence are often ignored or 
unchampioned [sic] since, historically, 
rape of women of color was not seen as 
rape." 


Although the accusation of the men's 
alleged gang rape is what has gener
ated publicity, this incident involves fac
tors beyond rape and sexual assault. The 
woman, African-American, attends a state 
school and was working as an "exotic" 
dancer to support two children while 
finishing her studies; a 47 member team 
somehow found it acceptable to hire two 
women to "dance" for their enjoyment. 
Further, three privileged white male ath
letes at this elite private university appar
ently raped her, echoing, at best, the gen
dered legacy of slavery in our country. 
The men even reportedly yelled racist 


epithets while the two women were danc
ing and later while reportedly gang-rap
ing one of the women. 


Unfortunately, we should not dis
miss the case at Duke as exceptional. We 
should be concerned. We should be dis
gusted. We should be finding new ways 
to confront racism and the experience of 
racism on this campus and the perpetu
ation of racism by white people on our 
campus. At the same time, we should be 
learning new techniques to stop men on 
our campus from raping women, buy
ing women through pornography, buy
ing them through "exotic" d!lncing and 
buying them through prostitution. We 
should not have to wait until something 
makes national news to face it on our 
own campus. 


Our campus, though it has many 
amazing programs and people available to 
women, is still hostile, in my experience, 
and we need to look at ourselves as we 
fight with others to end sexual violence 


Continued on page 10. 
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South Dakota law challenges more than Roe v. Wade, abortion rights 
Jaclyn Sanders 


Staff Writer 


Some have called for illegal abortion networks to be estab- ability to even slightly controversial healthcare. 
lished_ Planned Parenthood has filed a lawsuit against the Outrage from pro-choice and cheers from anti-abortion 


Whoever said one person can't make an impact in the 
debate over abortion has obviously never met Cecilia Fire 
Thunder. 


Fire Thunder, president of the Oglala Sioux tribe, has 
announced her intention to establish a Planned Parenthood 
clinic on the tribe's Pine Ridge reservation. Although Pine 
Ridge is located within the state of South Dakota, it is not 
subject to South Dakotan law, including the state's recently 
passed and highly controversial abortion ban. The law's 
full title is HB 1215- the "Women's Health and Human 


bill. The real question is, if the challenge makes it to the groups have c1ogge~ the Internet since the day the bill was 
Supreme COillt, which way will the justices decide? If they proposed, but Fire Thunder's proposal is unique amongst 
decide it is unconstitutiona~ a heavy blow will be dealt to the recent furor in that it has substance. She is collecting 
the anti-abortion movement. However, if they uphold the donations from across the country to establish a compre
law, the question of abortion will be thrown back to the hensive family clinic on tribal land. By taking serious 
states, where it is likely to be banned in states ranging from action, she has set a precedent for courageous opposition 
Mississippi to Michigan. to the movement against reproductive health in America, 


It is equally distillbing that South Dakota has bills and made a real motion to improve health within the Pine 
active in their legislature that would outlaw comprehensive Ridge reservation, as well as within the greater South 
sexual education and allow for the S<H:a.Iled "conscience Dakota area. 


Life Protection Act." The blanket ban on abortion is clearly 
intended to challenge Roe v. Wade, without concern for the 
possible effects on the wellbeing of South Dakotan women. 
It is a direct challenge to established federal legal precedent, 
and, sadly, this challenge may succeed. 


It is well-known that provisions for rape and incest are 
absent from tlus ban. However, I was astonished to learn 
that an attempt to add provisions for rape and incest into the 
bill was shot down with a vote of 21-14. This is certainly 
consistent with the position that all life is sacred, but I could 
not call it anything less than cruelty. Rape and incest are 
crimes, yet the forced bearing of a child brings lifelong 
economic and social discrimination against the mother, the 
mother's family, and the child. The scale of the effect of 
this forced childbirth is much greater than the impact of the 
imprisonment of the criminal. The maximum sentence for 
rape is life, yet the consequence of this rape, forced upon the 
victim, affects many more lives than tllat of one deviant. 


clause," protecting the ability of a pharmacist to refuse to It is important to remember that the fight over abor
fill a prescription for ethical or religious reasons - in other tion in South Dakota has the ability to affect reproductive 
words, a way to deny birth control medications, including health across the nation. If South Dakota's policies spread, 
the ''Pill'' (a combination of oestrogen and progestrogen). we could find an epidemic of denied prescriptions, failed 
Although the main pillpose of the ''Pill'' is to prevent preg- sex education, unwanted children, and deatl1S due to illegal, 
nancy, it is also used to treat irregular and heavy menstrual unsafe abortions. This is a threat to America's health, physi
cycles, as well as to help regulate menstrual migraines. cal, psychological, and social, and I can only find comfort 
This total illogic is a threat to women's health beyond birth in the actions of the brave men and women speaking out 
control, and is nothing short of an attack on women's avail- against tlus irrational and unreasonable law. 


In reading the text of South Dakota HB 1215, I noted 
a particularly apt clause: 


"Section 11. If any court of law finds any provision of 
this Act to be unconstitutional, the other provisions of this 
Act are severable. If any court of law finds the provisions 
of this Act to be entirely or substantially unconstiMional, 
the provisions of § § 34-23A-2, 34-23A-3, 34-23A- 4, and 
34-23A-5, as of June 30, 2006, are immediately reeffective 
[sic]." 


Apparently, the legislators fully expect this bill to be 
challenged, and these challenges are already underway. 


Evolution/Addressing bio-literacy 
Continued from page 9. 


to other modes of inquiry such as phi
losophy and religion. A proper scien
tific mindset is not anti-religious; it is 
a-religious. And a proper spiritual out
look must take into account scientific 
reality or it devolves to fundamental
ist dogma. Plenty of room exists for 
both biological evolution and derived 
meaning in life. Adherents of sev
eral religions (including Catholicism, 
many Protestant denominations, main
stream Judaism, Buddhism, Hinduism) 
inherently grasp this distinction and 
thrive. 


SCIence cannot answer all ques
tions, and it is wise to acknowledge 
this . But science can answer ' many 
questions and It is foolish to discount 
this. As Darwin wrote nearly 150 


years ago, there is grandt!ur in this 
(evolutionary) view of life . I share his 
awe. Evolution by n.atural selection 
stands alone as THE scientific expla
nation for how star dust is turned into 
finches and flu viruses, daffodils and 
dragonflies, and naked apes who can 
contemplate the cosmos. 


Evolution is a fundamental fact, as 
much a part of our physical reality as 
atoms and gravity. Ignoring this fact 
when educating our children imperils 
not just their intellectual health, and 
our nation 's continued standing as the 
world leader in biomedical research, 
but, as the bird flu virus may well 
teach us, it imperils their physical 
health as well. 


James Langeland is the Upjohn 
Professor of Life Sciences at K. 


IllustratIOn by Will Walkington. 


Different names, same problem 
Continued from page 9. 


perpetuated by men against women in 
general. We simultaneously need to 
understand that race and social standing 
are large determinants for whose com
plaints we dismiss and whose we take 
seriously. In understanding the intersec
tion of racism and sexism, we can more 
effectively fight to end violence against 
all women. 


Many groups already work on a 
consistent basis to try to find new ways 
to combat violence against all women. 
Yet, the happenings at Duke University 
remind us of the shortcomings of our 
own student groups in combating vio
lence against women: many claim that 
while some organizations do not take 
it seriously enough, others do not take 


race and other factors enough into 
consideration. In the past, events such 
as Rape Awareness Week last spring 
have shown the strength and potential 
effectivenes~ of collaboration amongst I_ 
student groups and individuals. As we 
look forward to eighth week's Take 
Back the Night, we have the opportu
nity to both expand the scope within 
each student organization and to also 
collaborate amongst organizations to 
work toward ending violence against 
all women on our can1pus. 


As women in North Carolina are 
holding vigils supporting each other 
while owing it to themselves. in the 
words of one group of African-American 
women, to "Ia) this burden down," we 
need to pick it up in Kalamazoo. 
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K SPORTS IN BRIEF THE BUZZ ON SPORTS: MLB improvements -. 
Seventh place finish at Midwest tournament for 


women's tennis 


The Kalamazoo College women's tennis· team 
continued its season with a seventh place finish in the 
Midwest Invitational held April 7-8. The team went 2-2 
in the tournament, leading off with a victory over Luther 
College, which was followed up by consecutive losses 
to Depauw University and Washington University. The 
Hornets beat Carthage College to finish in seventh in 
their final match of the tournament 


"We played some hard teams and competed really 
well against them," junior captain Laura Spencer said. 
The seventh place finish showed Spencer that the team 
is talented enough to qualify for the regional tourna
ment, which accepts eight teams from the Midwest. 


Freshman Lindsey Zuhlke had perhaps the most 
consistent weekend of any Hornet, winning all three of 
her No. 5 singles matches and coming out victorious in 
two doubles matches to help the Kalamazoo cause. 


As for the conclusion of the tournament, the 
Hornets held a 12-5 overall record with a 4-1 MlAA 
conference record. Kalamazoo's fina1 home match will 
be held Friday, April 14, one of the three remaining 
MlAA matches for the team. After that, the MlAA 
Tournament is held April 28-29 at Hope. With three 
matches left, the Hornets have a chance at surpassing 
last season's overall record of 13-5. 


"We are one of the top teams in the MlAA and 
anything can happen with the tmique tournament 
format," said first-year head coach Michael Malvitz. 
''1 think that if the team plays up to its potential, then 
the MlAA championship and even more is within our 
reach as a team." 


Men's tennis falls in GLCA final 


The men's tennis team used a pair of shutout 
victories over Oberlin and Denison to advance to the 
GLCA tournament fina1 in Gambier, Ohio, before 
becoming a shutout victim themselves in the Saturday 
championship against DePauw. 


The Hornets secured a convincing 5-0 first round 
win against Oberlin College on Friday, April 7. Senior 
Dave Atallah, junior Alec Kempster, sophomore TIm 
Hubbard, and freshman Matt Riley all garnered singles 
points for Kalamazoo after the team swept all of the 
three doubles matches. 


In the second round later on Friday the team expe
rienced similar success against Denison University 
with a 4-0 rout to eam a trip to the finals. Senior Julian 
Seelan highlighted the match with a dominating 6-0, 
6-1 win at No. 1 singles. 


In the championship on Saturday the Hornets met a 
higher level of competition. Unfortunately, Kalamazoo 
did not rise to this challenge as the DePauw TIgers eas
ily dispatched the Hornets 4-0 to win the tournanlent 
title. The lone Kalamazoo victory of the match was 
a close 9-8 victory at No. 2 doubles by the tandem of 
Ata1Jal1 and junior Andrew Brown. 


With the loss Kalamazoo drops to an 11-7 record, 
yet remains unblemished in MlAA league play with a 
3-0 mark. 


Comoiled bv Ted M(Jf!cizinski & Brad Brinkman 


Ted Magdzinski 
Staff Writer 


The prologue to the 2006 Major League Baseball 


to do last season, but with more fan-favorite appeal. 
If the Chicago Cubs finally manage to break through, 
the legions of baseball fans around the Midwest would 


season came in the form ofthe World Baseball Classic, truly start to pay attention to the sport. The Curses that 
a first-ever event strongly advocated by Bud SelIg, the _ haunted the Cubs and the Boston Red Sox in the past 
commissioner of the MLB. At first, I was skeptical, seasons accentuated the climatic rise of the Red Sox 
but strangely intrigued. I figured that iliese games when they won the World Series in 2004. 
would have the interest of All-Star Games withou~ ilie In the end, baseball needs a competitive league; it 
lack of effort. I .was sure ?Iad that I started ~atchlng. can only help the game. The easiest way to facilitate .... 


Not only did the United States team fail to lIve this is by installing a salary cap. Not that a cap would 
up to potential - a common them~ a~ong 'All-Star' be perfect, but then free-spending teams would have 
teams formed to represent the natIOn In recent years to get by on raising talent rather than buying it. 
....:... but the new home to baseball, Japan, pulled out an Baseball as an industry is struggling in appeal, 
exciting run to win ilie inaugural title. 1 found myself but the league and the players are doing everything 
learning names of players that normally I would have they can to improve that; they just need a little help. 
never heard of or seen, and these were the ones play-
ing the hardest, with the most heart . They played for 
their respective countries, and that was admirable, 
much like the Olympics, without the overshadowing 
of other sports. 


New rivalries formed, and surprisingly, a new 
interest in baseball arose. With slumping ticket sales 
and television ratings, baseball needed something 
positive to turn to. And given the Barry Bonds steroid 
accusations that have overtaken the news of late, it 
was a nice distraction. 


There's no question that Bonds' beefed-up phy
sique in recent years is a perfectly 'natural' growth, 
but ilie question remains on how to handle this situa
tion. Not only iliat, but how to handle his rise in the 
record books, especially if he goes on to break the 
all-time home run record set by Hank Aaron. 


Whe·n Roger Maris broke Babe Ruth's record 
of single-season home runs in 1961, an asterisk was 
placed next to the record for more than 30 years, 
because when Ruth set the original mark by hitting 
60 homers in 1927, there were only 154 games in 
the season. When Maris hit 61 in '61 , there were 162 
games. 


Eventually, ilie asterisk was removed, but doing 
this for Bonds' record seems very unfeasible. How 
could we determine of many of his homers were 
hit when he was not using performance-enhancing 
drugs? 


In any case, the pUblicity Bonds gives to baseball 
has no positive effect, and the Classic is only one step 
in improving the overall image that baseball receives. 
New draws need to be used to bring fans to the ball
park and to the televi.sion. 


Old records need to be broken, by big-name play
ers and unknowns alike. The 56-game long hitting 
streak record set by Joe DiMaggio in 1961 was merely 
threatened last week (the streak begun last season by 
Jimmy Rollins of the Phillies ended at 38 games), but 
the season is a long one, and a consistent hitter like 
Ichiro Suzuki or Derrek Lee may have a shot at the 
publicity. 


The Detroit Tigers got off to a great start as their 
starting pitchers won the first five games of ilie season 
- for the first time since 1911 . It may be an obscure 
fact, but these are the interesting ones that can bring 
back interest to a sagging sport. 


Perhaps a new team needs to emerge as a power 
in the league, like the Chicago White Sox managed 


MCAT LSAT G~T GRE DAT 


Beat the 
Price Increase 


The prices of our Classroom and Premium Online 
Courses are going up. Enroll by May 1" to lock in 


the current price! 


Call1-800-KAP-TEST or visit kaptest.com. 


Higher test scores guaranteed 
or your money back:· 


----_._---_ ..... ......... ___ -....n. ..... ____ . I 


TEST PREP AND 
ADMISSIONS 


__ c-_ .. _~ _____ ~c.. 


checks I balanced 
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SALES & SERVICE REPRESENTATIVES 
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SWEET SIXTEEN! 


Photos by Christopher Peplin. 
Hornet third baseman Dan Barkley flips a Calvin baserunner and manages to hold onto the baseball for a force out in Saturday's game. 


Baseball team sets school wins record with sweep ofFinlandia 
Roger Garfield 
Sports Editor 


When Steve Wideen took over as head 
coach of the Kalamazoo College baseball 
team in 2002, he inherited a program which 
had seen better days and whose only bona 
fide tradition was losing. 


The losing trend continued over 
Wideen's first four seasons, as his teams 
went 24-105 over that span. 


But Wideen remained resilient, and 
with the help of assistant coach Matt Rix, 
he was able to spend more time on recruit
ing and giving the program some continu
ity. Monday, the hard work paid off as the 
Hornets swept Finlandia University in a 
doubleheader and set the school record for 
wins, with 16. 


"I'm just happy for the guys," said 
Wideen, "especially for the seniors who 
have plugged away through some tough 
years. Kalanlazoo College has always had 
good players, just not enough all at the same 
time." 


Now, the tean1 has tremendous depth 
with the bats (a team .321 average) and a 
solid pitching staff (3.62 ERA). Both of 
those were on display in full force Monday 
at Woodworth Field. 


Senior center fielder Travis Willey had 
five hits on the day to lead an onslaught of 
Hornet offensive firepower. 


Kalamazoo won Game One of the 
home doubleheader 7-0 behind a com
plete ganle three-hitter from junior Charlie 
Mackinnon. 


Mackinnon, who's been the team's ace 
since he set foot on campus three years ago, 
also had II strikeouts on his team's historic 
day. 


''It's a great feeling," said Mackinnon 
of setting the record. "Everything's coming 
together." 


The star of Game Two was junior Mike 
Leifeld. He pitched six scoreless innings 
and helped himself out at the plate by going 
3-for-3 with four RBI in the Hornets' 16-0 
victory. 


Finlandia hung close until the bottom of 
the fourth inning, when the Hornets erupted 
for 11 runs on eight hits to break open the 
game. Leifeld provided the exclamation 
mark with a two-run bomb over the left field 
fence - his first of the season. 


Collision with Calvin 
In MIAA action last week, Kalamazoo 


lost four close games to Calvin College, 
which thwarted the momentun1 the Hornets 
had built to begin the season. 


On Saturday, in a pitching duel between 
Kalamazoo's Matt lbieleman and Calvin's 
Kyle Cousins, the Hornets managed just 
two hits in Game Two of the doubleheader, 
falling 2-0. 


''I think we get a little tentative at the 
plate sometimes," Wideen said. "We didn't 
take real good swings in (the Calvin) games. 
We need to stay relaxed." 


In the four games, the Hornets left 28 
runners stranded on base. 


Bring on the Dutch 
At this point in the season, a home


and-home series with Hope has the Hornets 
chomping at the bit. 


The two teams are tied for fourth in the 
MIAA with 6-6 league records. Thursday, 
they'll do battle at Woodworth Field in a 
doubleheader beginning at 2 p.m. 


'They always play pretty solid base
ball," said Wideen. 'They won't do things 
to cost themselves the game." 


Mackinnon thinks the Hornets can go 
on another hot streak like they did to begin 
the year, but they need to remain focused. 


"Against Calvin, we lost our focus a 
little," he said. It shouldn't be a problem this 
weekend, though. "If you can't focus for 
Hope, you got no reason to be out there." 


At 16-8, the Hornets have ten remain
ing MIAA games. Unless they receive an 
at-large bid, which is unlikely, their only 
chance to advance to the postseason is to 
win the league outright. And it's not out of 
the question. 


Seventh place fmish at Midwest tournament for women's tennis 
Eli Melaes 
A&E Editor 


Overcoming adversity is a reoccurring theme in team 
sports. While suffering injuries can often be detrimental to 
a team's performance, they can equally bring the players 
closer together. 


For the Kalanlazoo College women's softball squad, 
several key injuries have put a damper on their overall 
success this season. During the team's spring training trip 
to Fort Myers, Fla., starting sophomore shortstop Kari 
Anderson broke her wrist while sliding into home plate 
in a game versus Bethel College. Anderson, one of the 
Hornets' most consistent hitters and fielders, has since 


only been used for base running purposes. 
More recently, senior utility infielder Breigh 


Montgomery broke her leg during a sliding drill in practice. 
The injury will force Montgomery to miss the remainder of 
the season and produces a large gap in the Hornets' batting 
order. Before the accident, Montgomery had been steady at 
the plate hitting .324 as the team's number two hitter. 


"Breigh brings a positive attitude every tinle she steps 
on the field," said Anderson. "Her energy and skill will be 
missed, but we've got to have each other's backs and make 
up for her in any way we can." 


In spite of all of the injuries, including her own, 
Anderson believes Ihat the team has remained very opti-


mistic. 
"Overall, [ think the injuries have made us closer as 


a team," Anderson said. "Anyone can get il1iured at any 
time. Yet, no matter who we lose we can still keep our 
heads up and continue to play our ganle. 


") think we can play with any leanl," she continued. 
"Softball is a very mental game. It's just a matter of tak
ing what we've learned and putting it all together on the 
field." 


At 1-5 in conference play, the Hornets are currently 
in the cellar of the MIAA. However, the team will have 
a chance to bounce back this Saturday when they \'isit 
Albion for a doubleheader. 


~ ~ L-________________________________________________________________________________________________ ~ 












Winte Tenth Week 


K celebrates presidential inauguration 
David Nachlweih 


EDITOR·IN-CHIEF 


Members of the Kalamazoo College com
munity will join representatives from over 80 
different colleges to witness the inauguration 
of Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran as the college's 171h 
President, Saturday, March II. 


But before she will be formally rec
ognized, a variety of events will occur that 
underscore the impact W!lson-Oyelaran has 
already made at Kalamazoo College. 


"This is a ritual event that is mainly 
symbolic," said Inauguration Committee 
Chairperson Marigene Arnold. "What is dif
ferent is the attempt to open the college to the 
larger community ... the president senses this 
is an important thing to do." 


Wilson-Oyelaran sensed her inauguration 
was an opportunity to honor the achievements 
of the entire college. Despite landing at the end 
of tenth week, she said her inauguration is a 
chance to rejoice. 


"It's an opportunity to celebrate who we 
are," Wilson-Oyelaran said. "We're so busy 
thinking about what we don't have that we 
don't celebrate what we do have." 


Inauguration weekend will highlight the 
college's strongest aspects - its academics, 
student leadership, and commitment to service 
learning - and involve all members of the 
campus community and greater Kalamazoo. 
Over 500 invitations were sent to schools, 
businesses, churches and college partners 
inviting them to learn more about K. 


"I have discovered that people in the com
munity know K is here, they know it's a good 
school, but they don't have any clue about 
what happens here," Wilson-Oyelaran said. 


On Friday, March 10, student organiza
tions and service learning groups wi II show
case their achievements to the college's guests 
during an open house. K Crew members will 
guide community members between build
ings, narrating K's history and pointing out its 
quirks. The Center for International Programs 
and the Career Development Center will also 
be on hand to answer questions about the 
college's resources and mission. 


Later in the evening the Klilamazoo Col
lege Jazz Band and Kalamazoo College Cham
ber Orchestra will perform. The will open the 


evening with "Echoes," a piece composed by 
Elizabeth Start. 


"There's been a little measure of surprise 
when I talk about what our students are doing," 
Wilson-Oyelaran said. "We want to let the 
community know more about this asset that 
is right here." 


Like the students, Kalamazoo College 
faculty will also get a chance to display their 
work and experience during two Saturday 
morning academic symposiums. The first, 
entitled "Women Leaders Transforming Com
munities," will include Wilson-Oyelaran and 
K professor and Kalamazoo Mayor Hannah 
McKinney, along with Western Michigan 
University President Judith Bailey, Kalamazoo 
Valley Community College President Mari
lyn Schlack, and Kalamazoo Public Schools 
Superintendent Janice Brown. 


The second symposium is entitled "AFel
lowship in Learning: At Home in the World" 
and will feature Kalamazoo College programs 
that combine academics, service learning, and 
study abroad experience. Both symposiums 
will occur in Dalton Theater at 9 a.m. and 
10:30 a.m. respectfully. 


Wilson-Oyelaran hopes the net effect 
of the inauguration weekend will be to raise 
awareness about the college and encourage 
cooperation between the campus and the 
community. 


"We'd like people to leave here being 
very excited about Kalamazoo College," 
Wilson-Oyelaran said. "We want them to leave 
and say 'whoa that's a really exciting place, 
there's a lot going on there.'" 


One piece of the president's inauguration 
that will not occur this weekend is the tradi
tional gala event. Instead of holding the event 
this Saturday evening, the Inauguration Com
mittee has chosen to hold the event until spring 
quarter. Both Arnold and Wilson-Oyelaran 
said the decision was made to include juniors 
returning from study abroad and to avoid the 
commitments and stress of tenth week. 


Set for the end of first week during spring 
quarter, the event will be one of the president's 
initiatives to improve student life. 


"One of things I hear people say about 
K is that we're all such great individuals, but 
we don't necessarily gel as a community," she 
said. "Here's a chance to build community." 


Nobel Laureate to address college 
Elana Tornquist 


STAFF WRITER 


On Friday, March 10 the Kalamazoo College community will welcome 
esteemed African playwright and Nobel Laureate Wole Soyinka. To the members 
of campus, Soyinka is an artist whose writing and activism are an example for 
citizenship in the modern world. To President Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran, whose 
inauguration Soyinka commemorates, he is also a personal friend. 


Soyinka and Wilson-Oyelaran share a sense of responsibility for Nigeria, 
as both served Nigerian universities and yearned for a more peaceful nation. 
Wilson-Oyelaran's contribution was as an educator and administrator and as a 
consultant for UNICEF (Nigeria). Soyinka provided his motherland with poignant 
literature and personal sacrifice - he was arrested and subjected to 22 months 
of solitary confinement when he publicly appealed for a cease-fire to civil war 
in Nigeria in 1967. 


Wilson-Oyelaran met Soyinka in West Africa on her Thomas J. Watson fel
lowship. It was 1970, and Wilson-Oyelaran had traveled from Ghana to Nigeria 
with one of Soyinka's colleagues. There she encountered Soyinka, who had just 
emerged from solitary confinement. With her professor and three other friends, 
Wilson-Oyelaran listened to the moving account of Soyinka, whose will to write 
and attempts to smuggle his poetry out of prison helped sustain him. 


"If you can imagine I was just out of undergraduate school, and here was this 
man, and I got to sit there while these two life-long friends talked about his con
finement and what it took to survive," she said. "I was absolutely blown away." 


Wilson-Oyelaran later had the privilege of getting to know Soyinka as a 
fellow faculty member while teaching in Nigeria. During that time Soyinka was 
awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature. 


For Wilson-Oyelaran, asking Soyinka to speak during the weekend's inau-


See Nobel Laureate on page 2. 


A GUIDE TO INAUGURATION WEEKEND 
FRIDAY 


2:00-3:30 p.m. An open house 
showcasing various student organi
zations and service learning projects 
in Hicks Center and Dewing Com
mons. 


4 p.m., Dalton Theater. An 
address by Nobel Laureate Wole 
Soyinka entitled "The Challenge of 
Citizenship in the 21st Century." 


8 p.m., Dalton Theater. A per
formance by the Kalamazoo College 
Jazz Band and the Kalamazoo Col
lege Chamber Orchestra. 


SATURDAY 
9 a.m., Dalton Theater. An academic 


symposium entitled "Women Leaders 
Transforming Communities." 


10:30 a.m., Dalton Theater. An aca
demic symposium entitled "A Fellowship 
in Learning: At Home in the World." 


10:30 a.m., Balch Theater. An infor
mal conversation among students and 
faculty with Wole Soymka. 


2 p.m., Stetson Chapel. The Official 
Inauguration of President Eileen Wilson
Oyelaran, Kalamazoo's 17'h president. 







1 21 ON THE QUAD 
The V.I.P. List 
Name: Tess Killpack, K'06 


Birth date: 05107/J 984 


Studies at K: Biology and Span
ish 


Activities at K: Tess spends most 
of her spare time at K working as 
a director of Frelon, the student 
dance troupe. She also volunteered 
at Woodward Elementary. Lincoln 
International Elementary Schoo~ and is a Student Departmental 
Advisor for the Biology and Spanish departments. To round out 
her schedule, she was a TA for Organism Diversity and works for 
Sodexho Catering and has given tours at the Henderson Cru,tle. 


Study Abroad Site: Valparaiso, Chile 


A Typical Day on Study Abroad: Tess would wake up to a view 
of the Pacific Ocean from her window. On her way to school, she 
walked along the shore-partially for the view, but mostly to avoid 
the death-trap migros (buses). She followed this pattern after the 
first few days of seeing at least one bus accident on the way to 
school. Tess was the only "gringa" in all ofher classes, and as such, 
some of her professors. confused by the lack of Spanish translation 
in her name, called her Maria. After school, she went to the beach 
or to the market with her madre. In the early evening, she would 
watch telenovela (soap operas) with her host family, and later went 
out to salsatecas and drank pisco with the locals. 


Some Unique Things About Chile: Tess was the only K student 
in Valparaiso, so she made lots of Chilean friends and was really 
forced outside tile K bubble. Says Tess, "Chileans are really wann 
and eager to be friends and have a lot of fun." There is also lots of 
geographical diversity, "you could spend an entire year traveling 
in Chile by itself." She really misses the daily experiences from 
her time abroad; living by the ocean and walking to the market to 
buy produce from tile people who actually grew it. Eating avocado 
three tinles a day was also a highlight. One thing Tess particularly 
missed was "being in a culture where it's acceptable for both men 
and women to dance, which made going to the salsatecas a lot 
more fun than a basement dance party. 


A Favorite Saying in Spanish: i, Cachai? Or any other example of 
the Chilean slangy, sloppy Spanish. Also. i, Que heavy? (for serious 
or "hea"y" situations) as an example of how the assimilation of 
English slang has made it everywhere. 


What You Tell Someone Going to Chile Next Fall: ''Travel as 
much as possible in Chile and around South Amelica." Chileans 
don't have a stereotypical animosity toward Americans and they're 
outgoing, so don 'I be shy about making friends. Also. take the 
theatre class - says Tess: "funniest experience of my life. and 
you get creative expressions credit." 


-Compiled by Joel Haas, K '06 


The Index 
Committee chooses architect for Hicks renovation 


Aaron Aupperlee 
NEWS EDITOR 


After months of gathering student opinions and 
meeting with different architects, the Hicks Center 
Renovation Committee has selected an architectural 
firm to transform Hicks Center into the vibrant center 
of student life at Kalamazoo College. 


The Hicks Center Renovation Committee would 
not release the name of the firm at this time. Of the 
final architects under consideration by the committee, 
some have sons or daughters enrolled at Kalamazoo 
College. Members of the committee expressed concern 
that leaking the name of the architect to the press 
before the official announcement could have adverse 
effects on those enrolled at Kalamazoo College and 
the architectural finns. For this reason, the committee 
has elected to wait until the official announcement 
sometime during spring quarter. 


However, committee member, Daisy Gutierrez 
said, "It is just a matter of time before we announce 
the architect,just a few weeks." Coordinating with the 
big announcement, the committee will run a series of 
student programs to further inform the students about 
the firm and solicit additional input and feedback. 


The committee wants to develop a program strategy 
to target the greatest number of students. 


"What we saw in the plans is not necessarily what 
we will get. They showed us what they could do, not 
necessarily what they will do. It is still a clean slate 
at this point." Gutierrez said about the ideation phase 
of the renovation. 


According to Gutierrez though, the college has a 
lot to look forward to with this architect. "They had 
out of the box thinking," she said of the finn. "They 
did not let the buildings current constraints define 
their vision. The finn went in a direction we had not 
considered going in before." 


Gutierrez said the firm's commitment to the 
committee's needs and inputs, reflective of student 
desires, amazed them. The firm highlighted details 
about Kalamazoo College they felt made it unique. 
Prominent among these was the international charac
ter of the college. "The firm effectively incorporated 
colors, flags and things from other countries into their 
designs," Gutierrez said. 


For Gutierrez, the Quad Stop space stood out the 
most. "The international feel was strong there," she 
said. "There were flags hanging above the cafe area 
which were prominent right when you walked in." 


Nobel LaureatelSpeaking on social justice 
Continued from page 1. 


guration events was the perfect complement to the 
activities and issues students and faculty already 
focus on at K. 


"He has been the premier advocate for justice and 
for democracy throughout Africa, but particularly in 
Nigeria," Wilson-Oyelaran said. "I thought that as part 
of the inauguration, what better person to have than 
someone who can bring a global perspective around 
the issue of justice." 


A native of Nigeria, Soyinka studied and taught 
at several universities in his native country. He went 
on to get his Ph.D. at University of Leeds in England 
and to serve as visiting professor at the Universities 
of Cambridge, Sheffield, and Yale. This month, he 
comes to Kalamazoo to pay tribute to the first African
American and first female president of Kalamazoo 
College, his close friend Wilson-Oyelaran. 


Also among Soyinka's friends on campus are the 
President's husband Olasope, African Studies profes
sor Joseph Bangura, and - unofficially - students 
of Professor Ed Menta's theater class; Soyinka's work 
has already made an impact on them. 


Menta uses Soyinka's play "Death and the King's 
Horseman" - just one of Soyinka 's many published 
works of drama, poetry, and novels - in his Theatre 
History class as a "compelling" example of contempo
rary African theatre that addresses European colonial 
oppression in Africa. Menta admires Soyinka 's writmg 
for its combination of "African ritual and beautiful, 
poetic language." 


Menta also admires the strength of character that 
makes Soyinka a more-than-qualified speaker at a col
lege that claims to be committed to international under
standing. "Soyinka means so much to Nigerians, all 
Africans, and oppressed peoples everywhere," Menta 
said, "as he is a political artist who served 22 months 
in prison for writings sympathetic to the secessionist 
Biafran cause in the 1960's." 


Menta mirrors the humility of people who have 
come in contact with Soyinka in the past decades: 
"Without question, he is one of the most respected 
and revered playwrights in the world, and it is a tre
mendous honor to have him on the Kalamazoo College 
campus." 


As for the 17'· President of Kalamazoo College, 
her admiration for the Nobel Laureate has deepened 
since that first day in 1970. "He 's been a patriot 
and someone who has been willing to speak truth to 
power," Wilson-Oyelaran said. "I have tremendous 
respect for his courage, for his willingness to name 
what he sees." 


Wole Soyinka received the Nobel Prize in Litera
ture in 1986. On Friday he delivers the keynote speech 
on "The Challenge of Citizenship in the 21" Century" 
in Dalton Theatre at 4 p.m. The lecture elaborates on 
all citizens' responsibility to engage their work and 
lives on behalf of freedom and justice for all, and will 
be free and open to the public. 


For students interested in having a one-on-one 
d!alogue.with the Nobel laureate, there will be a spe
Cial sessIOn at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday March II, in 
Balch Theater. 
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Construction changing face of downtown Kalamazoo 


Roger Garfield 
SPORTS EDITOR 


Cranes obstruct the skyline. Orange cones and blinking 
arrows direct detours on the winding, often perplexing one
way streets. Bulldozers roar behind temporary construction 
fences. This is downtown Kalamazoo. 


The sector experiencing the most current growth is resi
dential development. Close to 1,100 residents already live 
downtown, though that number could balloon quickly. Nacci 
says that, over the course of the next five years, studies show 


says. Its estimated completion is by the end of this year. 
A $10 million redevelopment of the public safety 


facilities in south downtown is underway. Sites such as the 
Schippers Building ($6 million) and the Little Cities Gallery 


A 14-screen cinema complex sends moviegoers reeling. 
A 12,000-seat sports arena on the northwest side of town 
hosts college and semi-pro basketball and hockey games. 
There's two-way traffic on West Michigan Avenue. This is 
the future of downtown Kalamazoo. 


While the construction may render downtown a less than 
perfect locale at the moment, the future cannot happen with
out it. And Kalamazoo's construction has been plentiful. 


Since 2003, 12 major development projects have been 
completed in Kalamazoo, the most noteworthy of which were 
the $45 million renovation to the Radisson Hotel and the $33 
million expansion to the Kalamazoo Gazette. 


Nine more are underway, including a $40 million 
cinema project, which should be completed by October of 
this year. 


that downtown can 
absorb 250 more 
units (apartments 
and condominiums) 
each year. "People 
want to live down 
here," he said. 


The latest resi
dential addition 
downtown is the 
inter-urban Arca
dia condominium 
complex across 
the street from the 
Kalamazoo Mall. 
It is still under con
struction. 


In August, 
another set of 
condos should open 


-photo by (hristoph~r Pephn 


DKI is considering undertaking a project to make W. Michigan Ave. a 
two-way street. This would make getting around downtown much easier. 


($3 million) are in the 
midst of renovation 
projects as well. 


"I think you look 
at downtown as evolv
ing," said Nacci, who 
joined DIG in 1989-
the year the company 
took on the role of 
Kalamazoo's down
town organizer. 


Kalamazoo 
Mayor Hannah McK
inney sees the city as 
a potential hub for the 
west side of Michi
gan. 


"Core cities like 
Kalamazoo hope to be 
the downtown for the 


Ken Nacci, president of Downtown Kalamazoo Inc. 
(DIG), says the movie complex is the biggest undertaking 
of the current downtown projects. 


"It's significant in the fact that not too many downtowns 
this size have a 14-plex theatre," Nacci said. "It certainly will 
change the face of downtown." 


on the second floor or-the structure connected to the new 
cinema, where Portage and South Streets converge. (A new 
500-space parking ramp also opened there in December, just 
in time for the holidays.) 


entire region," McKinney said. "We are well on our way to 
being the regional downtown." 


She hopes that venues like the cinema will bring more 
students downtown - especially from Western Michigan 
and from Kalamazoo College. The building of the theatre encapsulates the sweeping 


growth of downtown. Many other projects - both big and 
small, both in progress and planned for the future -show 
how downtown Kalamazoo is a hotbed of intrigue. 


Many areas besides housing are feeling the construction, 
too. A new $7 million bus transfer center - at the current 
site of the Amtrak train station - will change the face of 
downtown and how Kalamazoo residents get around, Nacci 


''Their presence downtown should help our restaurant 


See Downtown Kalamazoo on page 10. 


K College students conference with women from around the world 
Nora Seilheimer 


STAFF WRITER 
On the night ofInternational Women's 


Day, Tuesday, March 7, the K College chap
ter of Americans for Informed Democracy 
(AID) celebrated women all over the world 
with a global video conference entitled 
"Imagining Ourselves: Women's Emergent 
Roles in a·Changing World." 


Utilizing the Upjohn Library's new 
global classroom, K students were given 
the opportunity to speak directly with other 
college-aged women from Afghanistan, 
Nepal and the Philippines about the pro
gression of women's role in each of their 
countries. K College students were also 
accompanied by other American universi
ties such as Northern Colorado University 
and Marquette University. 


AID representative Susan Hwang, 
K'06, spoke highly of the impact college 
Women can have on creating significant 
change in women's role all over the 


world. 
"Students are the ones on campus who 


have the most ability to create change and 
we thought that International Women's Day 
was a great way to bring together women 
from all over the world to discuss who we 
are," said Hwang. 


Despite some technical confusion, this 
open forum discussion opened the door on 
many feminist issues. One female represen
tative from Nepal shared the chronological 
events ofa typical day for a woman of her 
home country. 


"She wakes up at 4 a.m., does the 
housework, fetches water and fuel, cooks 
and feeds the animals and her family, works 
in the field in the daylight hours, and then 
it is time again to feed livestock and do 
chores. Then she cooks for her family 
again. At the end of the day she massages 
the men's aching bones, and then she rests 
her own aching bones. Women in urban 
areas wake up at 7 a.m. and go to work all 
day. They still feed everyone and do chores, 


as they are still tied down by societal roles," 
she said. 


However, Nepalese women are cur
rently facing a reversal ofroles, not unlike 
that of the American woman during World 
War II. Most men in rural areas flee from 
their families in search of jobs. Therefore, 
the women take on the positions as head of 
the household. The Nepalese representative 


recognized this new challenge, but was also 
optimistic of the recent role reversal. 


"It is a challenge, these women have 
never done it before, but it is empowering 
to be learning how to be independent," 
she said. 


The women of Afghanistan also shared 


See Women's Day on page 4. 


Student Open Housel ~~. 
Are you looking for a house to rent for next 
school year? Vine Neighborhood Association is 
here to help. VINE will be hosting an Open 
House March 1ih from 2-4p.m. An open house 
list will be available at the VINE office 511 W. 
Vine Street. Questions? Call 349-VINE. 
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Chapel Chat: Pollyanna speaks 


Please don't run me out of K Col
lege for being so optimistic during week 
ten of winter quarter. I know it seems a 
bit heretical to be so upbeat. But I have 
good reasons for it and here are some 
of them: 


-Saturday night I went to an 
ISAAC dinner where there were several 
hundred Kalamazoo folks of different 
colors and faiths gathered. We listened to 
an outstanding youth choir from Detroit, 
and then to civil rights activist C. T. 
Vivien. He was radiant with optimism: if 
what would have been unthinkable thirty 
years ago (such as us being together and 
him being speaker) could happen, then 
how dare we not be optimistic and active 
toward a better future?! 


-Friday night was a wonderful 


focus on women and women's cxperience, 
both in The Vagina Monologues and in the 
"Closer to Fine" event. And while I must 
confess that somc of the monologues went 
a bit far for my taste (I am 53 after all!), I 
was struck by the fact that twenty years ago, 
women talking about their bodies and their 
experience simply was not possible. 


Sunday night's Academy Awards, 
too, were scattered III unexpected direc
tions, with a movie like Crash, dealing 
with racism, and a movie like Brokeback 
Mountain, dealing with homosexual love, 
both honored in mainstream culture, 
unimaginable ten years ago. 


-Sunday night I watched a screening 
of "Stolen Childhoods," a documentary 
on child labor whose producer will be on 
campus this week speaking during the 


chapel hour at Dalton Theater. I thought 
the film would be terribly depressing, and 
although It showed some heart-rending 
Sights, they were countered with examples 
of programs and people who had decided 
to make a difference to children in India, 
Brazil, Mexico, and Kenya. The sense of 
hope in the eyes of the children, but also in 
the PASSION of those who had envisioned 
these programs made me realize how much 
good is in the world. 


-On Friday morning during our 
chapel time, students in the music depart
ment played and sang in marvelous ways. 
And now that I know more students and 
what's going on in their lives, I'm moved 
by the commitment to beauty and expres
sion. 


-Saturday night's Empty Bowls event 


Women s DaylDiscussing worldwide issues 
Continued from page 3. 


their hardship in dealing with newly granted empowerment. 
They spoke positively of support from their government for 
equality. While many laws permit women an equal lifestyle 
with men, social acceptance is not guaranteed. 


"In the new constitution the rights of women are made 
equal and the government supports it, but the people do not 
know it or accept that it is their right to have this good life," 
the Afghan representative said. 


She continued, "We encourage the women to go to the 
midwifery, to go to the community and build knowledge of 
themselves. We provide the material to increase their knowl
edge, but it is still not enough." 


"Afghanistan, what exactly can we do to help?" she 
asked. 


In response, the Afghanistan representative showed a 
strong desire for women's education from those who have 
it. 


"We look to the women of the world for help. Empower 
our woman who doesn't know she has the right to go out of her 
house without permission from her husband, or father-in-law 
and mother-in-law. Our education is very low," the Afghanistan 
representative said. 


The Index 


raised five thousand dollars and much 
awareness of hunger issues. 


-On Thursday during our "Tough 
Decisions" lunch, Zaide Pixley spoke 
about a number of decisions she'd made 
throughout her life and the unintended 
consequences of those, and how those 
"un-intentions" led her in wonderful 
ways. r thought of how so often in our 
lives we find joy and meaning in unex
pected places. 


-And, last but not least, this week
end, we'll be celebrating a new chapter in 
the life of K College with the inaugura
tion of our new president. 


Not to mention the fact that some 
little buds are appearing on bushes, and 
a few green shoots are peeping up here 
and there. Good is all around. 


5100 back! 
Receive $100 bad through Kaplan'. Rebate 


when you enroU In a Kaplan course In March! 


Take advantage of this limited·time offer. Enroll today. 


1-800-KAP-TEST I kaptest.com/rebate 
The women from the international sites looked to the 


American representatives for a solution. One student from 
Northern Colorado University offered support and a desire 
to help. 


While women around the world look to the United States 
for help in the empowerment of women, criticism befell the 
country in terms of their actual practice. A student from Goshen 
College shared that women hold only 19.7 percent of political 
positions in the United States. The women from the interna
tional sites were shocked by such a low number from a country 
which often prides itself on the equality of both sexes. 
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Hello Kitty, goodbye KBC 
David Nachtweih 
EDITOR~N-THIEF 


Controversy over a kitten may be tearing 
the new Kalamazoo Broadcasting Company 
(KBC) apart. 


The trouble sterns from KBC's most recent 
episode of "The Veritable Quandary," when 
clips of the popular children's toy Hello Kitty 
appeared between segments of the broadcast 
The clips included stiU shots of a Hello Kitty 


Houston said ''He's only interested in a Blustein
centered televerse." 


Houston went on to accuse Blustein of 
being a dedicated Hello Kitty fan, even aUeging 
that Blustein had an entire collection of Hello 
Kitty stuffed animals and porcelain doUs. He 
said that since the premier of the first "Quan_ 
dary" episode, Blustein had attempted to limit 
his creative impact on the group. 


"[Blustein] is afraid of my genius," Houston 
said 


Blustein was quick to respond to Hous
ton's aUegations. 
"Anything he 
teUs you is a lie," 
Blustein said. He 
added that he is 
considering leav
ing the produc
tion company. 
"I need a more 
creative venue," 
he said 


stuffed doll in different ...-_-..,. _______ .,...... ___ --, 


campus settings and 
also scenes from the 
failed 1991 CBS televi
sion series ''Hello Kitty 
and Friends." 


Hello Kitty was 
created by the Japa
nese company Sanrio 
in 1974. Originally it 
appeared on novelty 
items for girls , but 
has spread to televi
sion, comic books and 
video games. Currently 
Yoko Yamaguchi holds 
the position of chief 
designer. 


KBC co-founder 
and director Daniel 
Blustein was upset by 


- photo courtesy of KBC 


This picture is just one of the Hello Kitty 
clips that appeared on KBC's most recent 
episode of "The Veritable Quandary." 


Currently 
the two are in 
arbitration with 
media producer 
Dhera Strauss 
with the goal 
of resolving the 
conflict before it 
breaks up KBC. 
After five months 


the cat's appearance and assured viewers that 
Hello Kitty's debut on K-TV and Kalamazoo 
public access would be short-lived. 


"There's only one person, other than me, 
with that kind of access, and that's Ben Houston," 
B1ustein said. He added that he was not holding 
anyone responsible until the organization had 
conducted an investigation. "I wouldn't be sur
prised if it was him," Blustein said. "Let's just 
say he really likes that cat." 


Houston also expressed disappointment 
over the additions to "Quandary" and called for 
an immediate investigation. "Whoever did this 
needs to pay," he said. 


Upon hearing Blustein's comments, Hous
ton did not hesitate to speak his mind 


"Take that for what it is: aggressive maneu
vering by Dan (Blustein) to usurp power," 


of organizational existence, Strauss said KBC 
lacks the structure or depth to sustain a split. 
The logistical problems alone, she said, would 
be a nightmare. 


"We had enough trouble settling on a name 
for this company (KBC)," Strauss said. "Could 
you imagine the mess if we had to come up with 
two more acronyms?" 


When asked if she knew who was behind, 
the debacle, Strauss said she had not asked. She 
did not rule out the possibility of both Blustein 
and Houston creating controversy to boost rat
ings. But whoever is responsible, Strauss said, 
she was confident the trouble could be worked 
out. 


"In a day or two I think Dan (Blustein) and 
Ben (Houston) will make peace." Strauss added: 
"Who doesn't love Hello Kitty?" 


The Index exposes latest 
newspaper reporter/superhero 


Special Aups 
ClASSIFIED 


The Daily Planet has Clark Kent; the 
Daily Bugle employs free-lance photog
rapher Peter Parker, and The Index has 
its own Holly C. Gillis, according to the 
results of an in-house investigation con
ducted by The Index. 


A string of unexplained events on 
campus led senior Index reporter Aaron 
Aupperlee to entertain the possibility of 
superhuman activity on campus. "Things 
were just running too smoothly around 
here," Aupperlee said. "Missing chairs in 
FAB just moved by professors, beautiful, 
sunny days on March 4 and March 7, and 
fellow seniors claiming to have free-time, 
none of this made sense but I thought they 
were all related in some way." 


During the investigation, Aupperlee 
noticed a pattern and connected the dots. 
"Wherever I looked for answers, J always 
saw Ms. Gillis." Aupperlee reported Gillis 
leaving FAB one afternoon, basking 
in the sun on the days in questions and 
conversing with seniors who are expe
riencing the phenomenon of free-time. 
"She was everywhere, like something 
inhuman, something superhuman," said 
Aupperlee. 


As it turns out, Gillis is super. Any
thing that ever goes right on the Kalamazoo 
College campus has Gillis's prinl~ all over 
it. She has been linked to match-maktng 
activities, grade-making activities and it is 
rumored that she even makes the macaroni 
and cheese at Sodexho, undoubtedly the 
most delicious menu item in the history 
of college cafeterias. 


According to library officials, a mys
terious figure resembling Gillis has been 
instrumental in enforctng the library'~ 
food and drink policy. Remember, abso
lutely no food and only pre-approved 
containers are allowed outside of the 


Book Club. 
Thus far, the superhero in Gillis has 


not formally donned an alter-ego, however 
Aupperlee refers to her as just "The C." 
He said, "In the Index, it is Holly C. Gillis 
though she never talks about what the C 
means. I think she's hiding something 
there, something with a C - clever, cute 
or catatonic." When later laughed at by 
follow Index editors, Aupperlee confessed 
these were horrible names for a superhero 
and that he has never read a single comic 
ever. .. his mother would not let him. 


Questions still abound as to what 
exactly gives Gillis her superpowers. 
Brock Selbo, K'06. has studied superhe
roes for many years now but can only offer 
a hypothesis; however, because Selbo is a 
science major. he is really good at making 
hypotheses. 


"The nature of Gillis's superpowers 
confuses me," Selbo said. "She is not 
faster than a speeding bullet; she is not 
invisible, and she cannot fly or swing from 
buildings on webbing. Perhaps the pink 
she wears gives her superhuman strength 
or her headphones allow her to hear what 
is inside people's heads or maybe being 
from Madison, Wis. just makes you that 
much cooler than everyone else:' Selbo 
added that being cool is not a superpower 
but it sure helps. 


According to Gillis, she is a super
hero. ''I'm a real life superhero," she 
said. "I deal with the troubles of everyday 
life and those of a secret identity." When 
pressed further about her secret identity, 
Gillis added, "1 bet Wonder Woman 
doesn't answer questions from nosey 
reporters and plus, [ have a chemistry test 
tomorrow." 


Also, Gillis deilles involvement in 
making the macaroni and cheese. Her 
favorite Sodehxo dish IS anything with 
pesto, served preferably over shell shaped 
noodles, go figure. 
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Public advisory: Keep both eyes on Harty Whittington 


Glenda 
GOOD WITCH OF THE NORTH 


Breaking News! Harry Whittington is on an 
uncontrollable "eye-poking-out" rampage through
out the United States. Whittington was shot while 
quailhuntingwithDickCheneyonFeb.l3withjust 
short of 100 pellets, some of which will remain in 
his body for the rest ofhis life. 


In St Louis, Whittington was seen attempting 
to remove the left eye of an overweight white male, 
approximately 5' 10", 72 years old. Whittington was 
heard screaming, "Take that, you power hungry 
pellet shooter, take that!" 


When CNN asked Dr. Phil, fumed self-help 
guru, what he thought, he said, "clearly there 
are some unresolved issues and he was targeting 
someone or something in his past He needs to get 
his life together. My book could probably help him. 
It's on sale at Barnes & Noble for only $29.99 this 
week" 


Communication has been cut off between the 
Cheney and Whittington families since the event 
Cheney's apology could not reverse the mental 
effects from which Whittington now suffers. Whit
tington's wife could not be reached for comment, 
as she is participating in a crash train engineering 


stop them from the wrongs they feel they need to 
right Activists from the It Is Important to Always 
WearEye Protection Organization (IllTAEPO) are 
beginning to question why it is so hard to catch a 
man who actually is older than dirt 


Whittington was spotted in East Lansing and 
Holland over the weekend. The man who spoke 
with him, now a potential assailant, said that he 
was looking for a man "with gJasses and white 
hair. Grey hair would be okay too, but he must be 
balding and at least wearing a sweater vest" 


Note, however, that he is forecasted to only stay 
alive for two to three more years because he actually 
is older than dirt 


course in Corpus Christi. 


Bitter about the effect the shooting had on his 
hearing, his "manly physique," and his heartbeat, 
which just recently has returned to normal, Whit
tington has been jwnping trains making his way up 
through the Dust belt 


Whittington has, as of yet, been unsuccessful in 
his pursuit for retnbution. He was spotted in Chicago 
six days ago at a bingo hall in a Polish community 
with quail feathers attached to his tattered jacket, 
yelling, "I will find you, Richie, I will find you!" 


It is difficult to understand why it is so hard for 
police to catch a man who was only recently released 
from the hospital in only stable condition. Chicago's 
police chiet; Captain Justin Case, said, ''It is hard 
to catch a weaselly man like Whittington. I mean, 
sh*t, he has been a Texas prosecutor for more than 
25 years. That's pretty weaselly." 


Whittington adds himself to an elite group of 
geriatric men. Men who, like Osama bin Laden, 
are so sneaky that even the need for dialysis can not 


Naturally, the potential assailant pointed him 
in the direction of!( College, where sweater-vest
wearing is more a way of life than an outfit choice. 
Professors Barclay, Slough and Wickstrom have 
all been alerted about the danger. The Wmdex will 
continue to cover this story as it progresses. 


THE UN-SEX FILES 
Gregory LaVoy and Nicholas Culp 


CONTRIBUTORS 


In keeping with fair and balanced coverage of all issues, 
The Index has commissioned us to field some questions from 
the student body regarding some "sensitive" issues of press
ing concern on campus. So without further ado, we present 
to you the lirst installment of the "Un-Sex Files." 


Dear conservatives, 
Ever since I was a little kid, carrots have been my 


favorite vegetable, but when my girlfriend read a recent 
Sex Files column, she started using them for ..• well, dif
ferent purposes. What should I do? 


- A Hungry Student 


Dear Hungry: Your produce conundrum is most dis
turbing. Despite the efforts of the "War on Poverty," your 
girlfriend should be reminded that there are children who 
do not have carrots to eat tonight, so maybe she should not 
be so wasteful. After all, there are better ways to get your 
daily Vitamin A intake. 


Dear studs, 
I think that my significant other has become addicted 


to Cosmo and popular sex columns. What can I do? 
- Hopeless in Kalamazoo 


Dear Hopeless: Quick, dump him! Get out while you 
still can! Those who rely upon such sources in matters pro
creative in nature may not be suitable candidates for intimate 
relationships. We recommend the 1950's classic, The Birds 
and the Bees for all of your questions on the subject. 


Dear gentlemen, 
Living on this campus makes me feel like such a 


prude - everyone can talk openly about sex but me. 


Can you help me fit in? 
- Frustrated 


Dear Frustrated: Not to worry: speaking vulgarly in 
public does not necessarily make one cool, and those who 
feel the need to use such language may be compensating 
for something else. There are other things than crude and 
bawdy dialogue to mark one's progressiveness or sexual 
maturity. As President Clinton famously remarked, "Don't 
ask, don't tell." 


Dear boys, 
I've found myself attracted to a cute sophomore, but 


don't know how to express my feelings to him in a non
sexualized manner. What are your suggestions? 


-Pretty in Pink 


Dear Pink: [n this situation or others, we suggest you 
follow our motto: "Think Conservative." Baked goods are 
always nice (perhaps muffins), or invite him to an on-campus 
activity (the K College Republicans meet every Monday 
evening at 7:00 in the President's Lounge). 


Dear sexies, 
I'm looking for a man with good morals, good 


fashion, and a good physique. Are either of you two 
available? 


- Aiming High 


Good morals, good fashion, and a good physique ... you 
must be a Republican! But sorry, reader, we are both in 
exclusive, monogamous relationships with members of the 
opposite sex. If you are seeking a relationship, we hear that 
carrot boy might be looking for a new partner soon. 


So until next time ... study hard, exercise daily, and keep 
the produce where we can see It. 


~---------------------------------~ HAPPENINGS 
THURSDAY 
4 P.M., Angell Field - Boulder tossing competition with 
head football coach Terrance Brooks 


FRIDAY 
10:50 AM., Stetson Chapel (LAC) - "Consequential 
decisions I should have made but never would have," 
a lecture by President George Bush; a viewing of "The I ' 
Dukes of Hazzard" to follow 


9 P.M., Dalton Theatre - "Sweetness," a concert by the 
Kalamazoo College Jazz Band featuring Miles Davis, 
Wynton Marsalis and Dr. Barth 


SATURDAY 
1 AM., The Quad - Streaking from Stetson Chapel to 
Hoben Hall 


SUNDAY 
6 P.M., Cafeteria-International-Themed Dinner: Argen
tine beef with chimichurri sauce, Chicken Shwarma with 
hummus, and Eggplant Parmigiana 


MONDAY 
8:30AM. to 3:55 P.M., Kalamazoo College- No classes, 
sleep in 


5:30 P.M., Anderson Athletic Center - "No pain, no 
gain ... and a roundhouse kick to the face" contest hosted 
by Chuck Norris 


TUESDAY 
8 AM. to 8 P.M. Beaner's Coffee- Free drinks and pas
tries for all students and faculty 


WEDNESDAY 


9 P.M., The Quadstop - Karaoke Night, featuring Greg 
Mahler, Dr. Tanoff, and Robert the Chef 
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Intelligent Design deserves a competitive chance against DalWin 
Jadyn Sanders 


CONTRIBUTOR 


Few respectable scientists give the 
theory of intelligent design any serious con
sideration. But there seems to be no reason 
for this aversion to a perfectly respectable 
theory. 


Evolution has always been controversial, 
since almost every culture has a tradition of 
an omnipotent god or intelligent designer. 
Surely all of these cultures can't be wrong! 
If they were, it would imply that science 
can better explain the world than years of 
glorious tradition. Relying solely on facts for 
explanation of natural phenomena produces a 
purely logical worldview that has no bearing 
on culture or tradition, which could not pos
sibly benefit the impartial, global community 
of scientists. 


It is also disturbing that evolution con
nects the obviously superior human race to 
the lesser animal species, such as monkeys, 
dolpbins, and birds. How else, besides being 
created to rule the Earth, can we justify 
overusing natural resources and causing 
irreparable damage to ecosystems? Intelli
gent design affirms our rightful place as the 
dominant species on this planet, since we 


couldn't possibly be on the same level as the 
lower life forms. 


The scientific arguments behind evolution 
are also weak. Surely there's no possible way to 
explain the evolution of something as complex 
as an eye though evolution. Even though Richard 
Dawkins seems to devote a chapter in every one 
of his books to bow the evolution of the eye bas 
been proven to be possible through extremely 
small random changes to a basic pbotocell, and 
there are endless variations on the eye throughout 
the animal kingdom, this is by no means proof 
that there isn't an intelligent designer. Evolution 
could explain this, but it is also possible that the 
intelligent designer decided to create all the varia
tions on the eye. 


The fact that there is a great amount of proof 
for the Darwinian theory of evolution does not 
make it entirely impossible for intelligent design 
to be the truth behind life on Earth. It can be lik
ened to the fact that, although classical pbysics 
reigned for centuries, Einstein's theory of relativ
ity turned out to be the true theory behind motion 
and gravity. Even though intelligent design makes 
no predictions that evolution does not, there's no 
reason to place the burden of proof on the "new 
theory" of intelligent design. Intelligent design 
has been around since the days of Plato and 
Aristotle. Even though Greek philosophy has no 


bearing on the process of modem-day science, 
its support for intelligent design clearly makes 
it viable proof. 


After all, science education brain
washes captive students into believing 
that all life on Earth evolved from 
single-celled organisms, that the universe 
formed over a period of billions of years 
in a cosmic ''Big Bang," and other such 
objective tbeories. Children bave the 
right to cboose wbether they believe these 
"empirically" supported theories, and the 
obviously correct theory of intelligent 
design is the only way to ensure that 
the facts of science don't unpleasantly 
interfere with people's quaint beliefs. 
After all, the right of people to believe 
what they desire regarding evolution is 
unalienable and must be defended in all 
circumstances, and their unproved con
victions must be scientifically accepted, 
just as Holocaust denial is accepted 
amongst World War II historians. 


Obviously, we must fight to insure 
that Intelligent Design is taught every
wbere. 


theory into the classrooms of America and per
petuate what others call delusion, but is a truly 
viable method of challenging evolution. 


By shifting the burden of proof to 
the oft-challenged Darwinian theory 
of evolution, it is possible to insert this 


-photo by J. B.1rd 


Remember the Chihuly exhibit? That was pretty cool. 


.. 
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Hornet swimmer Crupko drowns in league meet, team saddened 


Ted Magdzinski 
STAFF WRITER 


A Kalamazoo College swim team member drowned 
during the MIAA Championships on Feb. 9 when it was 
discovered that said swimmer did not actually possess 
the skills required to stay afloat. Sophomore swimmer 
Stewie Crupko passed away minutes after being removed 
from the pool following the men's preliminary 100 yard 
freestyle. 


Apparently, Crupko - a transfer from Hope College 
- had gone through the entire 2005-2006 swim season 
convincing the entire team that he was an all-confer
ence swimmer in high school. He attended practices and 
meets like everybody else, using his unorthodox stroke: 
he called it "refined." It was found that Crupko never 
attended high school at all. 


"I thought he just had an odd freestyle stroke," said 
Kalamazoo coach Kathy Milliken. "Then we discovered 
he couldn't swim when he actually drowned in his only 
event." 


Several swimmers noticed throughout the season he 
complained of cramps, and somehow was always seen 
using fins, kickboards, and water wings during normal 
sets. When he did swim without assistance, he would 
flop around and splash incessantly, sometimes ducking 
under. 


"He was from Hope College, so we just assumed 
he was weird, not dumb enough to do this," said senior 
Joe Waller. 


When the race began, Crupko did a belly-flop entry, 
drawing moans from the crowd, and began to thrash in 
the water. Interestingly enough, he completed the first 
50 yards of the race while churning the water before he 
sank. Fans pulled him out and performed CPR before 


he passed. 
Crupko was known as the official team mascot. He 


could often be seen berating opposing teams, and once, 
he mooned the entire Hope College crowd at a dual meet. 
That behavior led him to being taken off the 'A' relay 
team in the 200 yard freestyle relay. 


When interviewed, Crupko's mother Sally explained 
the reasoning behind her son's trickery. She explained 
of his obsession with the Van Halen hit "Right Now," a 
song used for the media coverage of the U.S. Olympic 
swim team in the 1992 Summer Olympics. 


"He loved that song and played it all day, and it 
seems he had delusions of grandeur where he wanted to 
be a competitive s.wimmer," said Crupko. "We wanted to 
encourage his dream, though we knew he would fail." 


Crupko will be remembered for his horsey-laugh and 
his cape that he wore while standing poolside, cheering 
on his teammates. 


Kalamazoo freshman Knievel to join NASCAR circuit 
Mo Bigsley 


SPECIAL TO THE IN DEX 


When freshman Chip Knievel decided 
to enroll in Kalamazoo College last fall, 
he made quite the statement. 


Knievel - the son of daredevil Rob
bie Knievel and the grandson of daredevil 
legend Evel Knievel- had his path paved 
for him. Money was never a problem. 
Career choice: set. Everyone thought 
his future was written. He'd become the 
ob Ii vious-to- injury, adrenal ine-cra ving, 
canyon-jumping daredevil just like his 
father and grandfather had been. He'd 
continue the tradition and continue to 
bring the family pride. 


Chip had other plans. He came to K 
not just to earn a college education - the 
first in his family to even attempt to do so 
- he came to K to get away from the pres
sures of daredevilry. He came to K to focus 
on his true passion: NASCAR racing. 


Knievel has been training privately 
with his crew chief, Dom Magliotti, at 
Michigan International Speedway in 
Brooklyn. They run 200 laps a day, six 
days a week . They practice pit stops, 
starts - the whole nine yards. All of this 
is in preparation for Knievel 's first race: 
the Golden Corral 500 at Atlanta Motor 
Speedway in Georgia. 


The race, to be run March 19, is the 
fourth of the year in the Nextel Cup sched
ule. Although the rest of the field has a 
head start on Knievel in the Cup standings, 
the gusto of this young driver will propel 
him to the top sooner than later. 


"I don't know, you know it's like '" 
you either gotta have it or you don't," 
Knievel said. "And I just happen to have 
it. " 


He's brash, he's confident, and he 
knows he can come onto the scene and 
shake things up right away. This knowl
edge comes from a wealth of success on 
the amateur car racing circuit in Mon
tana. 


Growing up in Butte, Mont., Knievel 
succumbed to the wishes of his fatherly 
figures - Robbie and Evel - and raced 
motorcycles and tried mini-jumps under 
their watch. But when they went out on 
tour, young Chip took his grandfather's 
Chevelle out for speedy spins in expan
sive pastures under the big Montana sky. 
And that's where he experienced his true 
fervor. 


Racing the Chevelle involved more 
careful skill than the tricks Robbie and Evel 
tried. They had guts - and Chip under
stood that - but they did it more for oohs 
and ahhs than for gritted-out glory. 


"They' re talented, there 's no question 
about that," Knievel said. "But they can ' t 
race no car like I can. That Chevelle - I 
could make her purr, baby. She zoomed 
up and down them pastures like a bat out 
of hell." 


Once he reached high school , Knievel 
signed up for an amateur race: the Mon
tana Sky 100. He took the Chevelle and a 
two-man crew, and he won - on his very 
first try. 


"That day at Montana Sky was the 
greatest day of all my days," Knievel said. 


"It gave me the belief that I can do whatever 
I set out to do. I'm my own inspiration." 


Now, Knievel will try to rise to the top 
of the NASCAR totem pole. He became 
eligible on the circuit with an out-of-this 
world qualify
ing run at Day
tona in Febru
ary. Driving a 
Chevy Monte 
Carlo now, 
Knievel snuck 
into Daytona 
International 
Speedway and 
started a lap 
without a go
ahead from 
anyone. Timers 
thought it was 
a registered car, 
so they timed 
the lap. His fast
est speed: 192.4 
miles per hour 
- a full three 
seconds faster 
than pole sitter 
Jeff Burton. 


said. "And that's what I did." 
While Knievel is hopeful that K will 


sponsor him on tour as his school and his 
fund provider, a plethora of other sponsors 
are sure to jump at the bit after they get 


a sight of him 
March 19. 


"I'm ex
cited," Knievel 
said. "I really 
think I'm 'bout 
to do something 
great. " 


NASCAR 
authorities were 
so impressed 
they granted him 
exemption into 


(ourt;;es~y ~;:SUUi7c; 
Chip Knievel wears a '(' with bearclaws on his 
cap. "That's the kind of racer I am," he says. 
"I 'm a bear, and I'm comin' for your honey." 


W h i I e 
Knievel has 
shown he's in
dependent and 
not ready to fol
low in his fami
ly's footsteps, 
he wants to em
phasize that he 
has not forgot
ten them. As a 
tribute, he will 
race the number 
74 car in honor 
of the year his 
grandfather at
tempted a jump 
across Snake 
River Canyon. 


"I want to 


the cup, starting with the race in Atlanta 
next weekend. 


"My grandpa always said, 'If you want 
something, Chip, go and get it,'" Knievel 


pay homage to 
my grandpa," Knievel said. "He and my 
father are great men; I just don't want to 
live their lives. I'm on my own now. I'm 
doing the right thing." 
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A perspective on Ha Jin's Summer Common Reading participation 


Andy Mozina 
CONTRIBUTOR 


Some seniors are upset about tbe pos
sibility of Ha Jin receiving an honorary 
degree because they feel they had a bad 
experience when he visited for Summer 
Common Reading their first-year. At a 
meeting of the Campus Life Committee, 
those concerns were put not in terms of 
whether his book was good or whether 
his accomplishments are worthy (on these 
counts, I would just say, and lain 'tjoking, 
that he 's maybe a book away from being 
a contender for the Nobel Prize). Rather, 
students were concerned with whether he 
was sufficiently engaged during his visit 
and whether his participation served the 
educational mission of the College. As 
far as the second concern goes, I think it's 
plain that the content of his work exem
plifies the mission of our internationally
oriented College. However, as the person 
primarily responsible for hosting him at K, 
I feel it might be good to address the first 
concern in some depth. 


First, I should say that Ha Jin is a 


self-effacing person. This may be because 
he grew up in China during the Cultural 
Revolution and served in the army - in 
other words, his personality may be a mark 
of cultural difference, and as such should 
be respected - or, if we want to avoid the 
stereotype of the quiet Asian, it just may be 
that he 's a low-key guy. In any case, he was 
easy to deal with. He didn't quibble about 
money, even though we paid him far less 
than a National Book Award winner like 
himself could have demanded. He told me 
he had canceled a book tour, even though 
it upset his publisher, because it was not 
important to him to make money from his 
work and he considers book tours a dis
traction from writing. The visit to K was 
the only event he didn ' t cancel because he 
valued the common reading program. 


While on campus, Ha Jin did every
thing we asked him to do: meeting with 
peer leaders and discussion leaders to 
frame his book, reading from his work, 
attending a panel , having lunch with 
writing students, and answering student 
questions at a colloquium. Yes, he appar-


ently fell asleep during the panel. This is 
not good. But he was tired from traveling 
and may not have slept well; and much 
of the panel, including a film, was about 
things he was already well-familiar with. 
(And to be fair, how many of us have also 
occasionally taken the bus to Sleepy town 
when the lights went down and the film
strip commenced?) This is also the only 
concrete example I ' ve heard of his lack 
of engagement, and, honestly, it would 
be petty to hold this against him in any 
consequential way. 


Another way he might have alienated 
students was reading for an hour at his 
public reading, which is a long time. The 
story he read, "The Bridegroom," however, 
is a brilliant story, one Ha Jin himself 
considers to be one of his strongest. So his 
idea of what to read might not be based on 
what will "play well," but simply on what 
he thinks is his best work. Something to 
respect, no? Some students may have 
gotten bored or had difficulty with his 
accent and lost the story's thread, but is 
this a failure of Ha Jin to engage with us 


or a failure in our ability to engage with 
Ha Jin? 


Ha Jin's book signing afterwards was 
not relatively well-attended, but it shows 
his strong engagement with K students. 
After he signed books , about fifteen 
students and I sat and talked with him 
about literature and his experiences. My 
thought at the time was, "This is an ideal K 
moment!" After this informal seminar had 
gone on for over half an hour, J worried 
that if it were up to Ha Jin the conversa
tion would not end, and so 1 eased things 
to a close. Any students who wish he'd 
been more engaging and yet went home 
early that night missed a great opportu
nity. Incidentally, no other visiting SCR 
writer had this type of diSCUSSIOn at the 
book signing. 


Ha Jin deserves our respect. Let's 
honor his reserved style as a different way 
of being. Let's be generous toward him as 
he is generous toward the strengths and 
weaknesses of the characters in his scru
pulously humane, large-hearted novels , 
stories and poems. 


Letter to the editor: StuComm's Role 
To the Editor: opinion of Dr. Jin. 


interest I invested 


We have been hurt and disappointed at some 
of the fierce responses to what is supposed to be a 
discussion about Commencement and the honorary 
degree process. Student Commission, in particular, 
is concerned about some of the insinuations of 
in'tolerance and ignorance directed at members of 
the senior class. For that reason, we would like to 
clarify the Student Government's position on this 
divisive issue. 


We categorically and fundamentally appreciate 
diversity in all of its forms. We agree that diversity 
is not always pleasant or entertaining. The very 
nature of embracing diversity involves stepping 
beyond what makes us comfortable. We are grate
ful and honored that Ha lin was able to be on our 
campus and share his passions with us in the Summer 
Common Reading Program. Our position is com
pletely divorced from his lifetime achievements and 
worthiness of an honorary degree. 


We believe that students deserve an active role 
in their commencement ceremony. If there is a large 
group of our constituents who have concerns about 
who will be speaking, it is their right, and our obli
gation, to bring those thoughts forward. We would 
never criticize someone for taking an interest in who 
participates in Commencement, the culmination of 
student achievement. Just as we do not fault, but 
rather encourage, those who have a very favorable 


For example , last year, a senior expressed 
to me great displeasure about the baccalaureate 
speaker's "radical socialist" message. For him, that 
did not embody his experience and achievement at 
Kalamazoo College. We would not call him intol
erant of diversity; in fact, we know he wasn't. We 
see him only as a graduate that felt he should have 
some ownership of the Commencement ceremony. 
The Student Commission is objectively trying to 
encourage a dialogue about how best to plan a Com
mencement program to which every senior can feel 
a real connection. 


To classify our role in this discussion as fuel
ing a "popularity contest" is a misrepresentation. 
While that may be the case for some, the Student 
Commission is committed to encouraging healthy 
dialogue about larger issues. And we appreciate all 
voices. Furthermore, we take no dispute with Dr. 
Jin's quality as an artist and an author. 


Above all, we are obligated to facilitate a dis
cussion, free from accusations and labels, about 
what seniors believe should comprise the proudest 
ceremony of our lives. 


Faithfully Submitted, 


David J. Council 
President 
Student Commission 


Aaron G. Ries 
Finance Director 
Student Commission 


II 
Let's get to work. 


If you're commned to expanding customer relationships and care about doing 
what's right for your customer. we want you to jom oor Innovative team today. 
We offer a wide range of Industry leading benefits to balance 
your hfe both at home and work:. 


KALAMAZOO IS NOW SEEKING 
FUll & PART-TIME TELEPHONE BANKING 
SALES & SERVICE REPRESENTATIVES 
• S 12 .12 Per Hour Average Pay Rate With Bonus 
• ComprehenSive Benefits, 401(K) Plan & EducatIOn Assistance Program 
• State of the Art Technology & Professional Working Atmosphere 


Must have experience Identlfylng solutions fO( existing customers and 1 + year 
customer service experience CandIdate Will operate PC whIle talking on phone. 


National City. 
To JOIn our team. please call. 1-8oo-605-J08S 
or apply onhne at www.nationalcity.greatjob.net 
~IO~ 
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Getting bo(k to Olde roots 


Holly C Gillis 
STAFF WRIlIR 


is most noted for their brewery. Making 
about seven signature beers, the brewery 
also makes seasonal beers. For example, 
right now and running through St. Pat
rick's Day, they are serving a Legroom 
Beer. On St. Patrick's Day they will also 
be serving an Anniversary Ale. 


the spice and the vegetables in the burrito. 
Because the burrito is so big. make it jazzy 
with the guacamole (amazing I I). 


Olde Peninsula Brew Pub 
200 E. Michigan Ave. 


(269) 343-2739 Getting ready for St. Patrick's Day, 
the Index decided that it was prudent to 
go to a place in Kalamazoo that is bub
bling with Irish spirit. OIde Peninsula 
is a Kalamazoo favorite just off the 
walking mall. 


The pub shows its pride for its spe
cialty by adding one of its signature beers 
to almost all of the items on the menu. 
The Cheddar Ale soup is suggested to 
start your meal. Imagine blending your 
two favorite things together: beer and 
sharp cheddar. Infused with garlic onions 
with stewing vegetables. thc meal starts 
our hearty. 


My partner in crime for this meal 
ordered the "Beer-B-Que" Ribs. Bobby 
Dekker, K'09 found that the sauce was 
sweeter than most. Its name proved to be 
deceiving because Decker could not taste the-pub-and-watch-sports" food. 


The building was original built 
in 1874 for a restaurant called sImply 
Peninsula. After functioning as a hotel 
and a book binding shop among other 
things, the building was devastated by 
a tornado in the early 80s. 


Most recently, Olde Peninsula was 
opened on SI. Patrick's Day of 1996. 
Next Friday marks their tenth anniver
sary and the establishment plans on cel
ebrating in style. Members of the press 
will be in attendance as the Kalamazoo 
institution opens its doors at 7 a.m. to 
commemorate the achievement. 


Not as many of the items were found 
in their natural state to be vegetarian. 
However, the kitchen easily manipulates 
the entrees to become vegetarian. The 
Sunset Red Burrito is a bean burrito 
infused with the Sunset Red Ale made on 
site at OP. 


Chocolate brownie bottom 
and peanut butter mousse 
make this a welcome es
cape from soft serve and 


the chocolate chip cookies 
to which we have all be


come accustom to. 


the beer. He said that the food was good 
but not necessarily something he'd write 
home about. In other words "Iet's-go-to-


Finishing off the meal Dekker 
and I spilt the Reese's Peanut Butter 
Extreme. Unlike the "Beer-B-Que" 
Ribs, the name speaks for itself. Choco
late brownie bottom and peanut butter 
mousse make this a welcome escape 
from soft serve and the chocolate chip 
cookies to which we have all become 
accustom to. 


Olde Peninsula is a great place to 
go to explore a sect of downtown out
side of the K bubble. Not necessarily a 
great place to take a romantic interest, 
but still fun. It's a good environment 
where you can relax. Make a trip out 
for St. Patrick's Day and share in the 
festivities. The OP, as regular patrons call it, 


Covered in melted, shredded cheese, 
the creaminess of the cheese was met by 


Downtown Kalamazoo/Construction building regional hub 
Continued from page 3. 


business," McKinney said. 
Restaurants and retailers are abundant - along the 


Kalamazoo Mall particularly - but they haven't exactly 
been flourishing amid the current construction. 


In 2004, 17 retail businesses opened downtown, but 18 
closed. In 2005, seven opened, and 14 closed. 


While this is not an ideal pattern, Nacci sees it mostly 
as an indication of the state of the country's economy rather 
than as a direct result of ~e construction. 


"Among those we lost was our independently owned 
bookstore, Athena," Nacci said in his annual State of the 
Downtown Address, Feb. 20. "Owner George Hebben's 
competition, he would teU you, was the big box, big every
thing bookstore." 


With Barnes and Noble just a I O-minute car ride from 
downtown, stores like Athena have trouble surviving. 


"The truth is, that for downtown retailers in mid-size 
downtowns, these are not stress-free times," Nacci said. 
"Competition for the scrutinizing, conservative-spending 
customer is high." 


With the Crossroads Mall in Portage just south of 
downtown as weU, shoppers can find furniture, track shoes, 
blue jeans and lunch in one venue. Downtown, this involves 
hopping from shop to shop. 


"These are modem realities," Nacci said. "Like all busi
ness centers, downtown Kalamazoo ebbs and flows." 


Still, Nacci attributes part of the loss of patrons to the 
state of downtown. While he calls downtown the safest place 
in Kalamazoo, he also admits the one-way streets are confus
ing. And while the cranes in the sky show signs of progress, 
it also means fewer parking spots. 


To combat that, DKI dispatched a trolley through the 
streets of downtown during the holidays. Nacci said it had 
nearly 8,000 riders. 


While the construction may be prevalent, it's not per
manent. When it is done, and the businesses are "out from 
under the hard hat," as Nacci says, he thinks the economy 
could do a major turnaround - in particular when the cinema 
opens this faU. It's expected to attract more than 800,000 
customers a year. 


"I think that the opening of the cinema and 800,000 
visitors, the majority of which are expected to be students, 
will accommodate business downtown," Nacci said. He 
added that the price for tickets would be less than the United 
Artists complex in Portage and the Kalamazoo 10 theater in 
Oshtemo. The target audience will be students and residents 
in the surrounding neighborhoods, where the household 
income is less than in the aforementioned communities. 


Six districts 


In 1996, DKI identified six areas of Kalamazoo and cre
ated distinct districts for each one. Downtown, color-coded 
signs point out how to reach each district. They are: Arcadia 
(gold), Bronson Park (blue), Haymarket (brown), South Town 


(green), Kalamazoo Mall (red), and East End (aqua). 
"Each of these districts has helped to define downtown," 


Nacci said. "Each one has its own personality." 
The color-coding helps people navigate their way 


through downtown, throughout the various districts, where 
Nacci says, "access and mobility are hampered." 


Construction is currently taking place somewhere within 
each of the six districts. 


Down the road 


DKI has eight downtown development projects planned 
for the future, including a two-way street conversion on West 
Michigan Avenue, a sports arena off Westnedge between 
Eleanor and Water Streets, and a convention center offPor
tage Road, just south of West Michigan Avenue. 


"The two-way traffic idea remains somewhat in the 
analysis mode," Nacci said, "but we think it's very impor
tant." 


The arena seems feasible, due in part to the presence 
of big-time college sports teams like Western Michigan 
basketball and a semi-pro team, the K-Wings. 


"We could also hold other attractions, like Disney 
on Ice," Nacci said. "It'd be nice to have all the nights 
booked." 


For more information on the past, present, and future 
of downtown Kalamazoo, its districts and its construction, 
log on to central-cily.net. 
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HAPPENINGS 


FRIDAY 


10:S0 A.M., Dalton Theatre -
"Stolen Childhoods," filmmaker Len 
Morris talks about his work 


tra and "Diggin' Out," a concert by the 
Kalamazoo College Jazz Band honoring 
the inauguration of President Wilson
Oyelaran 


performs a mesmerizing blend of rock, 
blues, and Memphis soul live on stage; 
general admission ~12, ~13.S0 day of 
show 


7:30 P.M., Dalton Center Recital 
Hall (WMU) - 26th annual Western 
International Jazz Festival, including 
live performances by the University 
Jazz Orchestra and the band & combo 
from the festival; for more informa
tion contact the WMU School of 
Music 


8 P.M., Whole Art Theatre (246 SATURDAY 
2 P.M., Olmsted Room and Hicks 


Center Lobby - "A Fellowship in 
Learning," tours, open houses and 
service-learning projects 


N. Kalamazoo Mall) - "Wild Oats," 
John O'Keefe's comedy about a man 
who takes on the identity of one of 
his friends, setting in motion a chaotic 
chain of events; general admission ~20, 
students ~10 


9 A.M., Dalton Theatre - "Women's 
Leaders Transforming Communities," 
Academic Symposium for President 
Wilson-Oyelaran's inauguration 


8 P.M., Shaw Theatre in the 
Gilmore Theatre Complex (1903 W. 
Michigan) - "The Male Intellect: an 
oxymoron?" Robert Dubac's hysteri
cal, one-man, multi-character comedy 
meant to answer the age-old ques
tion: "What do women want?"Tickets 
~2S-38 


4 P.M., Dalton Theatre (LAC) 
- "The Challenge of Global Citizenship 
in the 21 st Century," address for the 
inauguration of President Eileen B. 
Wilson-Oyelaran by Professor Wole 
Soyinka, recipient of the 1986 Nobel 
Prize for Literature 


8 P.M., Miller Auditorium (1903 
10:30 A.M., "A Fellowship in Learn


ing : At Home in the World," Academic 
Symposium for President Wilson-Oye
laran's inauguration 


S P.M., Light Fine Arts Center 
Lobby - Inauguration Reception 


8 P.M., Dalton Theatre (LAC) 
- "Echoes," a concert by the 
Kalamazoo College Chamber Orches-


W. Michigan) - "Classical Splendor," 
presented by the Kalamazoo Symphony 
Orchestra; features Robert Sierra's 
"Allegria," Mozart's "Piano Concerto No. 
17 in G Major," and Beethoven's Sym
phony NO.3 "Eroica;" call the KSO box 
office for ticket prices at 349-77S9 


8 P.M., State Theatre (404 S. 
Burdick) - "The Tommy Castro Band" 


7 P.M., Kalamazoo Institute of Arts 
(314 S. Park) - Kalamazoo Dance, fea
turing ballroom, Latin and swing dance; 
singles and couples of all skill levels wel
come; beginner and intermediate level 
lesson from 7 to 8 p.m .; refreshments 
provided; ~1S 


WEDNESDAY 


7 P.M., Kalamazoo Public Library 
VanDeusen Room - "What is Judicial 
Activism in Constitutional Law?" 
ACLU 2006 Bill of Rights Program 
Debate 


Freshman to compete in 
NCAA Championships 


Freshman Bobby Dekker has been invited to compete 
in the 32"" annual NCAA Division m Men's Sw.imming and 
Diving Championships. The meet - which will take place in 
Minneapolis March 16-18 - brings 200 of the nation's top 
swimmers to compete against one another. 


Dekker, a freshman from Rochester Hills, has qualified 
to swim in three events. K swimming and diving coach Kathy 
Milliken says his best chance to score (the top 16 score in 
each event and earn All-American honors) is in the 200 1M; 
he currently ranks 18th in the nation in that event. Dekker will 
also swim the 400 IM and the 200 breaststroke. 


"Overall, this will be a great experience for Bobby," 
Milliken said. "This meet will allow him to gain valuable 
experience so that when he qualifies for nationals in the future, 
he'll know what to expect." 


Milliken said that Dekker has been swimming eight 
workouts per week, and that he will taper down before the 
competition so that he is rested. 


"He looks great in the water and his pace work has been 
better than it was going into our conference meet." 


Men's tennis doW11s DePauw 


Bouncing back from a disappointing toumament in 
Minnesota last weekend, the Kalamazoo men's tennis team 


K SPORTS IN BRIEF 
earned an impressive road victory against the Tigers of DePauw 
University. 


Traveling do\-\'ll to Indiana Oil Saturday, March 4, the Hornets 
escaped Greencastle with a narrow 4-3 decision. 


Kalamazoo started the match off on the right track, gain
ing the doubles point after winning the No. 1 and No.3 doubles 
matches. Senior Julian Seelan and sophomore Tim Hubbard eased 
by with an 84 triumph, while senior DaveAtalIah and junior Drew 
Brown eked out an 8-6 win. 


The doubles point proved to be decisive, as the two squads 
each WOll three of the six singles matches. Seelan continued his 
impressive early season play, leaving no doubt in a 6-3, 6-3 No. 
I singles victory. Building upon his doubles win earlier in tJle 
match, Hubbard also took a singles point 64, 6-3. Junior Alec 
Kempster pulled the third Homet singles point \vith a key 64, 
6-3 decision. 


The win improves Kalamazoo's record to 5-3, an impressive 
mark considering the high quality of competition tJle Hornets 
have tested themselves against. Due to finals week, the team 
has a considerable amount of time until their next match against 
Mary Washington College in Vtrgmia on March 18 to start off 
their Spring Break trip. 


Women handle Oberlin easily 


Last season, the Kalamazoo College women's tenrus team 
dropped an early match to Oberlin College, 6-3, en route to a 
13-5 season record. This year, the non-conference match swayed 


in the Hornets' favor, as they pulled out an 8-1 victory over 
Oberlin, behind a sweep of the doubles matches and strong 
singles play. 


The win on Saturday, March 4, gives Kalamazoo a 2-1 
record heading into MIAA play. Freshman Lindsay Zuhlke at 
No.5 singles has played exceptionally well, winning all three of 
her matches so far to start the season. Overall, the singles squad 
holds a 10-8 record, breaking .500 after a drubbing against 
Wheaton in which Zuhlke managed the only victory. 


'The women came out strong from the beginning of the 
match and didn't let up until it was over," said first-year head 
coach Michael Malvitz. ''We played really well from the top 
of our lineup all the way to the bottom." 


Freshman Smitha Gudipati had a particularly strong 
match, handling her opponent in a 6-1, 6-1 victory that sparked 
tJle remaining four singles victories. Junior tri-<:aptain Laura 
Spencer also had a quality victory, with a strong stroke that 
propelled her to a 6-2, 6-3 win. 


Malvitz, a 2005 K grad and tennis player. realizes how 
much the team works, and understands tJle importance of 
competmg well. "Being a K grad has helped me understand 
what the players arc going through on a daily basis," Malvitz 
said. "From being stressed out aroWld mid-tenn time to at
tending LACs instead of a fuJI three-hour practice, I know the 
feelings and can help the women with those issues." 


-Compiled by Roger Garfield. Brad Brinkman and 
Ted Magdzimki 
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Softball team building confidence under new head coach 


Eli Meloos 
A&E EDITOR 


The new millennium has not been a friendly one to 
the Kalamazoo College softball program. Since 2000, the 
Hornets have averaged seven wins per season under four 
different head coaches. Moreover, the team has finished in 
the conference cellar the last three seasons. Yet, with nearly 
its entire roster returning and a new and proven head coach 
at the helm, Kalamazoo has plenty to look forward to this 
spring. 


Heather Wheaton was named head coach last Decem
ber and brings a tremendous resume of both playing and 
coaching experience. A former starting outfielder for West
ern Michigan University, Wheaton most recently coached 
Comstock High School to a 35-3 record and conference and 
district championships. 


Wbile the Hornets are in need of improvement in several 
areas, Wheaton believes developing a sense of confidence 


and determination among the players is a primary task. 
"For this upcoming softball season, I'm hoping to build 


a competitive team and improve upon skills, motivation, 
and confidence amongst the athletes," Wheaton said. "Each 
player must believe in their abilities and be proud of the 
improvements that we make each day as individuals and 
as a team." 


Junior captain Lauren Trager echoes Wheaton 's 
thoughts. 


"Confidence is going to be a key component for our 
success in this upcoming season," said Trager. "Under the 
direction of Coach Wheaton, we have been working on build
ing basic fundamentals, but also on strengthening our mental 
game as well. With her guidance, we are going to step out this 
season with a greater level of focus and determination." 


This season, Kalamazoo returns eight of its nine starters 
from last season. Junior pitcher Amelia Barker-King, who 
picked up all three of the Hornets' wins last spring, will 
anchor the rotation, wbile freshman Michelle Brittain may 


also see some time on the mound. 
Senior catcher Emily Schoolmaster (2 HR, 14 RBI), 


junior outfielder Kim Juwong (2 HR, 13 RBI), and sopho
more infielder KariAnderson (.258 average, 10 stolen bases) 
will look to spark the Hornets' offense, which ranked last in 
the MIAA in 2005. 


"Our team has a lot of players who have seen college 
pitchers and are familiar with the differences of the game at 
the collegiate level," Trager said. "I am so proud of everyone 
on our team because we all take on leadership roles. We 
work extremely well together and the experience of returning 
players, combined with the talent of our first-years, is sure 
to give us an advantage and help us turn the program around 
for the 2006 season." 


Over spring break, the team will head south to Fort 
Myers, Fla. and play ten games in five days in preparation 
for the conference season. The Hornets' first home game 
is March 27 against Kellogg Community College at 3:30 
p.m. 
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DISCOVERY EXTERNSHIPS COMING SOON! 
ON-LINE AND PRINT CATALOGUES AVAILABLE 


MONDAY, MARCH 13TH 
Over 100 opportunities, all sponsored by alumni and other friends of K! 


APPLICATION DEADLINES: 


MARCH 13TH THROUGH MARCH 28TH 
(ORGANIZATIONS A-M) 


MARCH 13TH THROUGH MARCH 29TH 
(ORGANIZATIONS N-Z) 


WHY DO ONE? 
FIRST YEARS: Explore a career field for the first time! No experience required! 


SOPHOMORES: Doing an externship fits well in that short summer before study abroad! 


JUNIORS: Rethinking options after being abroad? 


! 
~ Questions about externships? Need help with your resume? 
~ Visit the Center for Career Development! is 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 


JOHNS HOPKINS SCHOOL OF MEDICINE· SANTA FE OPERA· SEA mE AQUARmM . NOKIA CORPORATION· SMITHSONIAN INSTInDION . ARUP ACOUSTICS ~ 
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AMIGOS' work honored 
Chelsea Phelps 


Staff Writer 
The Kalamazoo College volunteer organization 


AMlGOS was honored with the Governor's Service 
Award for Innovative Mentoring by Governor Jennifer 
Granholm and actor Jeff Daniels on Saturday night. 
The mentoring program, which is funded by the Mary 
Jane Underwood Stryker Institute for Service Learning, 
was one of five finalists out of 180 nominees. 


AMlGOS is a unique mentoring program that sets 
up one K student with a Spanish-speaking seventh or 
eighth grader at Maple Street School in Kalamazoo. A 
separate branch of the AMlGOS program also works 
with students at Kalamazoo Central High School. 


Mynti Hossain, a K graduate and current Post
Graduate fellow at the Institute., for Service learning, 
wrote the four page nomination that ultimately won the 
award. Hossain, who works closely with co-coordina
tors Jessica Bard, K'08 and Samantha Weaver, K'08, 
said that she has seen the outcomes of the hard work 
that they have put in and how much they deserved the 
award of recognition. 


Voices take back night 
Katie Prout 
Stoff Writer 


Marching down Academy Street, the Progressive 
Organization of Womyn Engaged in Revolt (POWER) led 
women off the campus of Kalamazoo College to a confiden
tial candle lit speak-{)ut at Bronson Park on May 17 during 
the annual Take Back the Night rally. As the women marched 
they chanted, "Hey, hey mister, mister, get your hands off my 
sister! Women unite! Take back the night! Yes means yes and 
no means no; whatever we wear, wherever we go!" 


According to many who participated in Take Back the 
Night, the events leading up to the night were both strength
ening and sobering. Danielle Badra, K'08, hopes that some
day women will be safe and respected enough that events 
like Take Back the Night will not be essential. However she 
is skeptical. 


"I really wish that day would come, but I don't see an 
end," she said. 


"Jessica (Bard) and Sam (Weaver) are the coordi
nators this year and they just delved into the program," 


Photo courtesy of MJUSISl. 


The theme of the evening was not defeatist. TIle eve
ning began with a meeting on the steps of Hicks Center that 
moved inside as rain began to full. Women from the campus 
spoke, reading poetry, quoting famous speeches, and sharing 
their own personal stories. For some, it was the first time 
speaking about personal assault Kris Wawer, K'06, was one 


Continued on page 3. 


AMIGOS members and supporters stand out
side the Fox Theater after receiving the award. Continued on page 3. 


President apologizes for late announcment The Cauldron is ready to be served 
Aaron Aupperlee 


News Editor 


The Office of the President officially 
notified students of the resignation of the 
Dean of Students, Vaughn Maatrnan, in a 
campus-wide email on Wednesday, May 17. 
lbis time President Wilson-Oyelaran made 
sure the email went to the students as well. 


Wilson-Oyelaran regrets that the stu
dents were not infOmled at the same time 
as the faculty and staff about Maatrnan's 
resignation. She said her intention was for 
the original email to go to the entire commu
nity and did not realize the students were left 
in the dark. She also COnflffiled Maatrnan's 
previous statement that he resigned on his 
own accord. 


According to Wilson-Oyelaran, students 
should be infomled immediately when some
one in the Dean of Students position resigns 
due to his proxinlity and relationship with the 
student body. 


However, the president said this does 
not mean students will be infomled of 
every emp[oyment change at the college. 
Retirements and resignations of college 
employees are not routinely announced to 


the students as they occur. Personnel chang
es with direct relevance to students may be 
communicated to the student body at the 
end of the year. lbis, the president said, 
explains the lack of communication to the 
student body about the resignation of John 
Carroll from the Admissions Office. 


Wllson-Oyelaran also indicated that 
resignations, retirements and job switches 
are nomlal at the end of any academic year. 
She does not think more personnel changes 
than nOmlal will occur at the end of the 
year. 


The president's announcement email to 
students commended Dean Maatrnan on his 
years of leadership as Dean of Students and 
for his 19 years of service to Kalamazoo 
College. 


The email also contained infomlation 
regarding the selection process of the new 
Dean of Students. According to enlail, the 
selection committee, chaired by Provost 
Mahler and including three student repre
sentatives. will make every effort to ensure 
that students have an opportunity to interact 
with the candidates when they come to 
campus this SUfllffier. 


Katie Prout 
Staff Writer 


Poetry, prose and jazz music filled 
the air of Stetson Chapel during the 
unveiling of The Cauldron, Kalamazoo 
College's literary magazine, Friday, May 
19. 


Framed by the poems of Meghan 
Lodolo, K'06, and Brandon Scarber, 
K'08, the unveiling highlighted the work 
of its student contributors. 


Three students were recognized 
for their outstanding work with Divine 
Crow awards. Selected this year by fac
ulty members Gail Griffin and Bonnie 
Jo Campbell, the winners included work 
from each genre - fiction, creative non
fiction and poetry. 


Griffin said in her introduction that 
the pieces winning the Divine Crow 
awards were works Campbell would pay 
someone to publish. lbis year's winners 
included Nick Benca, K'06, for his short 
story "Pyre," Emelie Griffin, K '06, for her 
poem "Hunting Experiment," and Nick 
Richie, K'09, for his essay "Composition 
in Orange and Brown." Benca and Griffin 


each read from their pieces, while Richie 
read his poem "Hemlit Crab" instead of an 
excerpt from his award-winning work. 


Also presented during the unveiling 
was the Stephanie Vibbert Award. Founded 
in memory of Stephanie Vibbert, a K 
College student who was killed her senior 
year in a car accident, the award goes to 
a student who's writing is tied to social 
justice at its core. The award each year 
is chosen by Cauldron Faculty Advisor 
Diane Seuss. 


"Stephanie was my student and friend, 
and so far I've had a good sense, from the 
beginning, of the kind of work that suits 
the award," Seuss said. "I think Stephanie 
has a hand in the choice as well." 


This year, the student's work that 
spoke to Seuss was that of Erin Agee, 
K'06. In her poems, Agee searches for a 
connection between herself and the natural 
environment around her. 


In all 48 pieces of art filled the mag
azine's 96 pages. Scattered about are 35 
works of poetry, prose or creative nonfic-


Continued on page 4. 
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The V.I. P. List 
Name: Rob 
Connor, K'07 
Birth date: 
September 16, 
1984 
Studies at 
K: Physics 
with mmors 
in Spanish and 
Math 


Activities at 
K: As a highly 
involved student, Rob plays in the college Jazz 
band, volunteers for AMI GaS and translates at 
KCMS. He will be a peer leader in the fall and 
is a three season 1M sports player. 


Study Abroad Site: Valparaiso, Chile 


A Typical Day in Valparaiso: On a typical 
day, Rob got up with the sun and ate breakfast 
at his house. After breakfast, he'd hop on the 
"micro" (bus) to the university - 20 minutes 
away, driven along the coast. The univer~ity 
was close to the ocean, so Rob usually packed 
a lunch and ate by the ocean. Rob had three 
classes a day that split the lunch hour. Before 
heading home, he and the other students would 
go to a bar, the market or explore the city. He'd 
head home to have dinner with his host family 
and usually had very little homework. On the 
weeknights, he'd walk the beach at night With 
other students and hit the bars and dance clubs 
on the weekends. 


ICRP Topic and Activities: Rob was not 
required to do an ICRP but took a mountain 
sports class (deportes de montana). Says Rob, 
"If I had to write a paper, it'd be about the 
landscapes of South America." He was able to 
do a lot of trekking and traveled to Patagonia, 
spending six days camping. 


Some Unique Things About Valparaiso: Most 
of the city itself was reclaimed from the ocean 
and outside of the downtown, many houses 
and neighborhoods were built into the side of 
the hills. As a result. it was common to take 
a tram up the htlls. Before the Panama Canal, 
Valparaiso was the most influential port city in 
South America. It is also the home of Augusto 
Pinochet. 


What You'd Tell Someone Going to 
Valparaiso Next Fall: "Make sure to take 
deportes de montalia." He also recommends 
going to the Bar Latorre after class and watch
ing the sunset from the dunes 


--Compiled by Joel Haas, K'06. 


President forecasts college's financial future 
Katherine Wegert 


Features Editor 


President Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran presented 
Kalamazoo College's financial overview, which was 
previously shared with the Board of Trustees"to stu
dents and staff, Thursday, May 18 and addressed her 
primary concerns for the college. 


"I shared this overview with the Board because 
the Board looks only at the bottom line without 
understanding how we live on a day-to-day basis," 
said Wilson-Oyelaran. "We need to look at what the 
budget hides and think about how this affects how 
we live." 


Roughly S8 percent of K's operating revenue 
comes from tuition, 14 percent from contributions, 
18 percent from the endowment and 11 percent from 
a variety of smaller sources, including the bookstore 
and some short-term investments. 


"But what the budget hides," Wilson-Oyelaran 
said "are programs like service learning and the 
Freeman Asia grants, These experiences are funded 
by grants, but are important aspects of K. If these 
grants are not renewed, funding for these programs 


will have to come from our budget." 
After salary and benefits, and study abroad 


expenses are deducted, only 27 percent of the bud
get is left to improve campus programs and facili
ties. "We need to bring vibrancy t>ack to K," said 
Wilson-Oyelaran. "We only have $200,000 a year 
to spend on maintenance to spruce up resident halls. 
Our current operation runs on limited resources and 
keeps us from true innovation." 


K graduates are potential sources for funding, 
but alumni participation has declined from 4S per
cent in 1996 to 29.2 percent in 2004. "What this 
suggests is that people don't respect our product," 
said Wilson-Oyelaran. "This keeps the college from 
maximizing its potential; we should be aiming for 40 
percent for alumni giving." 


Alternatives for enhancing the college's resource 
base include improving enrollment by creating larger 
first-year classes and improving K's retention rate. 
"But the real question is how do we connect with 
alumni," Wilson-Oyelaran said. "We need to start 
building relationships now and that begins with 
improving the quality of life at K." 


Hairy legs and hidden pony-tails: a Crystal Ball tradition 
Kaitlyn Wolter 


Stoff Writer 


Students threw social norms, gender constructs 
and much of their clothing to the wind on Saturday, 
May 20 and attended the annual Crystal Ball. Hosted 


In the tradition of Crystal Ball, 
men dressed as women and women 
dressed like men, Some just wore 


hardly anything at all. 


by Kaleidoscope, the ball encouraged students to dress 
as the opposite sex. 


Though the dance is only 9:30 p.m. to I :00 a.m., 
preparations start many hours before and festivities 
continue for many hours after. 


Last year Crystal Ball's attendance was over
whelming. There were about S60 students. This year 
Old Wells was never completely packed but an esti
mated 600 people attended. Many stayed downstairs 
and danced or hung out outside. 


Waves of people came and went throughout the 
night. As people came in to dance, others were leaving 
to get fresh air and a cool drink. 


Bowls of punch and barrels of water were empty 
by half-way through the night. Cups scattered the 
floor, which was soaked. 


In the tradition of Crystal Ball, men dressed as 
women and women dressed like men. Some just wore 
hardly anything at all. 


"It was really an unusual experience and not quite 
what I was expecting but it was really good," said 
Megan O'Neill, K'08. 


Men seemed to lose all reservations in dressing 


up. They wore makeup, tights, short skirts, and jew
elry. A few men wore corsets and mini skirts. Amidst 
the wigs, boas, hairy legs and short shorts, some men 
went dressed like a man. 


Popular looks for women, those trying to look like 
men, were baggy shirts, backwards hats, and pants half 
way down their thighs. Some went a dressier route, 
sporting shirts, ties, sport coats and slacks. 


O'Neill said that the gender bending was really 
unusual. As a sophomore, this was O'Neill's first 
Crystal Ball. She did not know what to expect and 
found textile surprises wherever she looked. Some 
people embraced both genders at the same time, wear
ing men's clothing with heels and corsets. 


To escape the intense heat that permeated Old 
Wells, many people moved outside to dance, where 
the music could still be heard. It seemed people were 
shaking it to rap, hip-hop, and 1990 classics all over 
campus. 


Even inside Old Wells there were two dance areas. 
Up near the D.!., a mass mob of people congregated. 


"Of what I remember it was really 
fun. It was a good time." 


This was not the place for the shy Crystal Baller. 
In the back were separate groups of dancers. They 
were mostly groups of people who went to the dance 
together. 


"Of what I remember it was really fun. It was a 
good time," said Naseem Mazloom, K'09. 


All the donations received will be given to 
CARES. CARES is a local organization that is a 
resource for AIDS and HIV prevention education. 
Donations have been estimated at about $260. 
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AA1lGOSlMentoring program recognized for innovation, service 
Continued from page 1. 


said Hossain. "They were a part of it last 
year as mentors, but this year as coordi
nators they have really worked hard to 
cultivate the program." 


Aside from being ecstatic about the 
win, Weaver recognizes the benefits of 
the award for those involved in the pro
gram. 


"Receiving the award will be ben
eficial to the students involved because 
sometimes having outside recognition 
really boosts our confidence. One of the 
challenges about AMIGOS is that you 
don't always know if what you are doing 
really matters, but awards like this remind 
you that you must be doing something 
right." 


The program is actively bringing 


diversity into the community with the 22 
K students who are paired individually 
with a student from the school. According 
to Hossain, at the Maple Street School, 
70 percent of the 641 students qualify for 
free or reduced lunch, while K is the most 
expensive school in the state of Michigan, 
with 70 percent of its students being from 
predominantly wealthy and segregated 
suburbs of Detroit. 


This sets up an environment for one 
of the points of the K plan: intercultural 
understanding. As Bard describes, being 
paired up gives the feeling of doing some
thing that is bigger than yourself and by 
allowing students to gain a sense of issues 
that they may have or have not come 
into contact with before, which takes the 
issues off of the television screen and 
makes them a reality, she said. 


The interaction of two such diverse 
groups is unique during a time where our 
nation is divided over issues of immigra
tion, Bard said. AMIGOS' constant evo
lution with the times is what she believes 
won them the award in the category of 
Innovative Mentoring Program. 


"The Kalamazoo Promise to 
Kalamazoo schools now makes college 
a reality instead of a dream," said Bard. 
"The K students now get to introduce 
college to the students and can show them 
that if they work hard enough that they 
can go here." 


Weaver says that the purpose of 
AMIGOS isn't to save the world, but to 
create a sense of intercultural understand
ing between both mentors and mentees. 


"AMIGOS shows us that college just 
isn't about preparing to take on the world, 


but rather that we can take what we learn 
and become activists now as students." 


While AMIGOS may not have a 
global Impact, the effects that the K 
students have had on their mentee's is 
evident. According to Hossain AMIGOS 
community liaison Melissa Herwick has 
reported a boost in the confidence of the 
students speaking English because of the 
time spent with their mentors - time not 
limited to the classroom. Herwick also 
noticed a boost in the enrollment of extra
curricular activities with the presence of 
K athletes encouraging their mentees to 
join sports teams. 


The AMIGOS program has recentl) 
expanded by starting an after school pro
gram every Thursday from 2:30 p.m. to 
4 p.m. as a way to foster a more personal 
relationship between student and mentor. 


Take back the nightlWomen speak up about their experiences 
Continued from page 1. 


such person. 
"I'm not saying my words can change anyone, but it is 


important for people to know 
that I an) both changed and 
not changed," said Wawer. 
"People need to know the 
truth of our experience, the 
part that survived." 


"I'm speaking out today 
to try to remember my own 
voice," Wawer said. ''This is 
not tidy. I do not feel apolo
getic. My rage has given me 
more laughter, love, and rea
sons to keep on." 


Some students present at the event came with a critical 
eye. Aaron Silverman, K'08, said he came because political 
and current events are a hobby, and he wanted to hear what 
everyone had to say. Although Silverman said that what he 


termed as "the issue" wasn't unknown to 
him, he was skeptical about whether or 
not he could "get anything out of this." 


He said he often fmds POWER to 
be overly outspoken with an elitist mes
sage that does more to detract and that 
their message would be better served if 
they spoke civilly. 


"Women-only events are more 
accusatory," said Silverman. 


Part of the evening included a men's 
group that met on campus during the 
women's speak out in Bronson Park. 
Sophomores Adam Wamer and 
Noah Manger led the group. 
The biggest challenge for 
Wamer was fmding the way 
to begin a discussion. Wamer 
said because many men have 
preconceived notions of what 


. The ideas of rage and 
voice intertwined through
out the night. Sara Goldstein 
K'08, one woman in atten
dance, said women are not 
supposed to demand their 
voice. Perhaps because of 
that, she said, she thinks that 
Take Back the Night is one of 
the most well attended events 


Photo by Christopher Peplin. 
it means to be an ally to femi
nism, he was concerned that 


on campus. 
''It's powerful," she said. 


"Women speaking about 


Kris Wawer speaks to the stu
dents gathered in front of Hiicks. 


women's experience. We are taking ownership of voices, 
of space, even taking ownership of the microphone." 


the conversation would become 
hostile and politicized. 


left us wondering 'What do we do now?' Nonetheless, it 
was a really good dialogue, one that has needed to happen 
for too long." 


Wamer and Manger stressed the need for open dia
logue between men to continue. Once a week for the rest 
of the quarter. the group plans to meet on Wednesdays at 
9 p.m. in the President's Lounge. 


The evening ended with the speak-out that lasted 
until II p.m. For Goldstein, the speak-out was horrifying, 
sickening, and disgusting, but the overall message was 
something stronger than that. 


"It is in1portant to get past the horror of it all and to 
find community," she said. 


Lusie Banllkel, K'06, found herself engaged by the 
evening. "You get really involved with other people and 
their support. I am not there for myself yet, but I am there 
for others," she said. 


Brady Donaldson, K'08, said that part of the evening 
is being OK with anger, embracing it and doing some
thing with it. She asked, "I'm angry, why aren't you?" 


Reshona Harris, K'06, read a poem by Amber L. 


''Too many men on this 
campus are either passive observers or opposi
tional to women who speak openly about this issue. 
It's important for men to be present at the event 
because they are the offenders. We carmot rely on 
feminists or women to shoulder the weight of a 
movement to help realize the end of sexual assault. 
This is our responsibility," said Wamer. 


Both women 
Iy organized 


and 
by 


Photo by Christopher Peplin. 
men attended the ral
POWER on May, 17. 


Hollibaugh entitled ''The Strong Black Woman is Dead." 
Again, one spoke of the anguish of losing one's voice. 


"She died from being silent when she should have 
been screaming," said Harris. 


For Manger, one of the hardest parts was following 
an incredibly powerful, energizing, moving, and for men, 
humbling rally. 


''The rally was really successful," he said, "and it just 


She hoped the message of the evening reaches 
the people who were not here, for they are the ones she 
thought that needed it the most. "We are 110t going to 
stop." 
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Chapel Chat: What did you do on the Day of Gracious living? --...I 
Ibis was my first Day of Gracious 


Living and [ was so excited about it. I 
slept a bit late in the morning and took 
my doggies for a walk. Then J went on a 
four or five mile hike I'd been meaning 
to do. It was perfect: walking on a board 
walk lady slippers out along the path here 
and there, moss and fems. Then a nap of 
course. Then because the weather was 
so nice J went for a bike ride. I cooked 
a bit for my Women's Spirituality Group 
who were coming for supper. J sat on the 
porch and did the crossword puzzle. I 
read for awhile. 


Then 1 checked me email. Much to 
my surprise, there were many messages 
from responsible people who were work
ing, asking about meetings and programs 
and papers. I guess [' d thought of this as 
a snow day, when everything was called 
off. 


This made me think: am [ the only 
one who assumed that WE ALL need a 
Day of Gracious Living? I remembered 


the chat I'd had with my hair dresser earlier 
in the week about my haircut needing to 
last three months because I'd be up in the 
north woods. The way she looked at me. I 
couldn't tell whether she wanted to kill me 
or emulate me. She said she'd worked to a 
point where she had two weeks of vacation 
a year. I told her that in Europe people rou
tinely take at least 5 weeks of vacation. As 
one person in Paris said to me, "Why have 
money if you don't have time to live?" 


Epiphany. I've realized that this may 
be an important part of my ministry. When 
1 was at a seminary in Cambridge, [ noticed 
that my fellow students studied all the time. 
I developed what some named "a ministry 
of debauchery," which meant [ was the 
one saying, "Hey let's ride bikes out to 
the Queen's Head for a pint and lunch!" 
or "Let's grab a punt and head down the 
river!" or "I've got chocolate!" 


People. This is not that hard. Stop and 
breathe. Enjoy life. 


In the fall when some students and I 


raked together a big pile of leaves on the 
quad and called folks who were passing to 
come and jump in, [ swear some students 
looked alarmed and said, "What's this for?" 
"Who's sponsoring it?" 


[ guess the most truthful answer would 
have been "God." I call one of the most 
profound acts of worship simply stopping 
and noticing the leaves, the flowers, the sky 
and saying, "What a day!" 


British writer Dorothy L. Sayers 
believed that the center of a good life was 
good work done well. Doing good work 
well would lead to creative rest, which 
would lead back into good work done 
well. Sayers argued that the Genesis myth 
showed God doing good work, doing it 
well and then resting. She argued that that 
longing to do good work well. and rest 
well. was the "imago dei": the mark of 
God on humankind. She saw frantic work, 
followed by frantic (or drug induced) relax
ation as symptomatic of something wrong 
in society. 


That may be getting a bit cosmic. 
But I want to pose the question: What 
would a Life of Gracious Living look 
like? How might each of us live our lives 
intentionally, making choices about how 
driven, how relaxed we might be? A 
fmancial planner will get you investing 
for a secure future, but what about the 
rest. and arguably the most important 
parts oflife. How might we live lives that 
invest in relationships and creativity and 
spirituality? No employer is going to tell 
you to ease off for the sake of your soul. 


But I am. Consider how a Day of 
Gracious Living might be turned into a 
Week of Gracious Living. Pretty soon 
you won't need to wait to hear the day 
declared (by a bell or an email mes
sage or even an announcer declaring a 
blizzard), you'll be able to declare it to 
yourself. What would it take for you to 
be able to look back on your death bed 
and think. that was a Life of Gracious 
Living! 


Cauldron unveiledlHighlighting student voices relationships I expanded 
__ ~,..--........t 


Continued from page 1. 


tion, and J3 drawings, paintings and photographs. As the 
editors went through the nearly 70 submissions, Cauldron 
Editor Meridel Thomson, K'06, said they looked for 
sophistication and honesty in the submissions. 


In its 26th year of publication, this was the first year 
the funding for the magazine was jeopardized. During the 
fall quarter budgeting process, the Student Commission 
cut funding for The Cauldron due to fiscal restraints. 
Usually The Cauldron receives approximately $4,000 
from Student Commission, but this year the magazine 
was only allocated $2,000. Suddenly, Thomson said, the 
magazine's staff had to raise that money. 


"It was very detrimental," Thomson said. "We 
shouldn't have to go through the stresses of having to 
justifY a literary magazine every year." 


After conversations with Seuss, members of Student 
Development, and Provost Greg Mal1ler, Thomson said 


Editor in Chief 
David Nachtweih 


Layout Editor 
Jessica Bard 


News Editor 
Aaron Aupperlee 


they were able to find funds for the rest of the magazine. 
She said Mahler 'was particularly helpful in funding the 
magazine. 


Still the stress of fmding budgetary support was 
worth the greater value The Cauldron brings to the com
munity, Thomson said. 


"The Cauldron is one of the cornerstones of the col
lege," she said. "It fosters and encourages growth of a 
community of artists." 


Seuss echoed Thomson's views. Once next year's 
editor is chosen, she said they will begin planning for its 
financial stability. For Seuss, The Cauldron is a necessary 
part of the community. 


"I think a print magazine - a book you can hold in 
your hand and read when you can't sleep - has intense 
cultural and spiritual significance," Seuss said. "It is cru
cial to keep the written word, and the power of the page, 
alive at Kalamazoo College." 
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"The Da Vrnci Code" exposes facade of American christianity 
David Kudzia 
Contributor 


That the United States is the most 
religious of the industrialized nations 
has become an article of faith in public 
discourse. Many studies have shown 
that more adult Americans attend 
church services more often than those 
in the United Kingdom, Germany, 
or Japan. But what exactly do these 
people believe? The fear of many 
is that all of these worshipers are 
crazed fundamentalists, just itching 
at the chance to impose conservative 
Christian standards upon government, 
education, and especially women. But 
with the popularity of "The Da Vinci 
Code" so widespread that one in five 
American adults has read it, the idea 
that this religiosity is dogmatic hardly 
seems warranted. 


For those so immersed in their 
studies to have heard nothing of this 
book, "The Da Vinci Code," by Dan 
Brown, is a novel based around a 
supposed plot by the Roman Catholic 
Church to hide the truth about the 
life of Jesus. Working from theo
ries of dubious origin and using less 
than stellar prose, Brown has some
how managed to create a best-selling 
jackpot of controversy, publicity, and 
movie rights. But while the book is not 
a masterpiece of fiction, it does draw 


attention to the nature of Americans' 
religious beliefs. Laurie Goodstein of 
the New York Times (5/21106) reports 
that, "many Christian believers have 
assimilated a whole lot of new and 
unorthodox Jdeas, as well as half
truths and conspiracy th inking, into 
their faith." In other words, many of 
these beliefs are no longer Christian. 


When a religion is defined by its 
system of beliefs, such as Christianity, 
the ideas of individual worshipers 
matter. If those beliefs break from 
the definition, they cannot be called 
Christian. When one poll finds that 59 
percent of professed Christians do not 
believe in Satan and large numbers 
repudiate the idea of Christ's sin
less nature, some incredible mental 
gymnastics are required to continue 
to define these people as Christians. 
While few will admit it, this plurality 
of beliefs cuts such people off from 
what defines a Christian. 


This individual diversity of belief 
is matched by institutional decline. 
The rapid splintering of Protestant 
sects has led to churches that follow 
individual pastors rather than con
crete creeds, and a blight of hetero
doxy and indecision that is crippling 
the American Catholic bishops shows 
the weakness of Christianity in the 
United States. Each year sees more 


sects breaking with 20 centuries of 
doctrine and pelief to admit openly 
homosexual clergy. These condi
tions put the actions of Christian 
political activists in a new context. 
Far from being signs of continuing 
strength and vigor, measures like 
a constitutional ban on same-sex 
marriage are revealed for what they 
are: acts of desperation. 


The planned boycotts of the 
"The Da Vinci Code" by many 
churches are such acts. If authen
tic Christianity was still dominant 
in the United States, this book 
would likely have been relegated to 
obscurity, if not ignored altogether. 
But its popular success and the 
increasing divergence of beliefs in 
Christianity -reveal the breakdown 
of the United States' religious cul
ture. This should hardly come as a 
surprise to a nation built by religious 
separatists. Many churches in this 
country are only the latest in a long 
line of dissenters and outcasts. That 
present day Americans embrace the 
ideas from a work of hack fiction is 
only to be expected. Indeed, those 
who worry about political activism 
born of Christianity need not fear. 
H does not appear that Christianity 
will be around in the United States 
much longer. Illustration by Will Walkington . • 


Europe's homegrown terrorist threat 
Joe Mansour 


Opinions Editor 


While the obvious battleground in America's war 
on terror is the Middle East, the region that perhaps 
poses the greatest terrorist threat to the United States 
is in fact Europe. 


Europe has a large and growing Muslim communi
ty. France has the largest Muslim population in Europe, 
at 5-6 million or about eight to ten percent of the total 
population. The United Kingdom by contrast has 1.6 
million Muslims, according to the BBC's website. 


Europe's large Muslim population has not been 
well integrated into non-Muslim European society. 
There are many reasons for the failure including lack of 
economic opportunity, anti-Muslim bias, and a rabidly 
secular culture (particularly in France) which is seen as 
hostile to devout Muslims. The riots by French Muslim 
youth this past summer vividly demonstrates the mar
ginalization of Europe's Muslims. What would it take 
for those thousands of young and unemployed men, 
who took to the streets for weeks to burn cars and loot, 
to tum to radical Islam? 


Not much, in my opinion. The terrorist attacks in 
Spain and Britain show that the threat of jihadist terror 
in Europe is very real, and very dangerous. 


The British government recently released its offi-


cial report on the London bombings that took place on 
July 7, 2005 killed 52 people and injured more than 
700. The suicide bombings were carried out by four 
men, three Pakistani immigrants and one Jamaican who 
had converted to Islam. They attacked three subway 
trains and one double-decker bus. It only cost the ter
rorists $15,000 to inflict such horrendous loss of life. 


The government report stated that two of the bomb-


The terrorist attacks in Spain and 
Britain show that the threat of 


jihadist terror in Europe is very real, 
and very dangerous. 


ers had traveled to Pakistan in the winter of 2004, and 
while there they may have contacted al Qaeda opera
tives. However, what makes the London bombings so 
worrisome is the likelihood that al Qaeda's involve
ment was limited at best. These bombers were in many 
ways "self-starters," that is they planned and executed 
the terrorist attacks on their own with little to no sup
port from the international web of terror. Furthermore, 
the London terrorists were homegrown; they grew up 


in Britain, spoke English, and enjoyed cricket. 
These terrorists were very different from the i 9 


men who planned and carried out the 9/11 attacks 
against the United States. The 9/1 I terrorists were 
foreigners, reporting to the reJatively hierarchical com
mand structure ofal Qaeda, who came to the U.S. with 
the express purpose of carrying out the attacks; in addi- • 
tion, they apparently received no aid or support from -
the American Muslim community. 


The London terrorists may have been inspired 
by the actions of al Qaeda, and they most likely got 
advice on bomb making from jihadist websites, which 
are plentiful. But they were self-financed, and the ter
rorists were recruited from within the British Muslim· 
community. Apparently the ringleader, Siddique Khan 
had used a leadership position in his local mosque 
to identify other youths to indoctrinate in the radical
jihadist ideology. 


The London bombers share many of the same char
acteristics as the terrorists that bombed several com
muter trains in Spain on March 11,2003, killing 191 
people and injuring over 1,800. Those terrorists grew 


. up in Spain's North African immigrant community; 
still, they did not feel a part of Spanish society and fell 


Continued on page 6. 
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The Da Vinci Code 
For those who hate Dan Brown's best-selling 


thriller "The Da Vinci Code," the eagerly await
ed and much-hyped movie version beautifully 
exposes all its flaws and nightmares of logic. For 
those who love the book's page-turning intensity, 
the movie version heightens Brown's mischievous 
interweaving of genre action, historical facts and 
utter fictions. In other words, for those who bear 
witness to the film "The Da Vinci Code," what 
you see depends on what you believe . 


Strictly as a movie and ignoring the cur
rent swirl of controversy no amount of studio 
money could ever buy, the Ron Howard-directed 
film features one of Tom Hanks' more remote, 
even wooden performances in a role that admit
tedly demands all the wrong sorts of things from a 
thriller protagonist; an only slightly more animat
ed performance from his French co-star, Audrey 
'Tautou; and polished Hollywood production val
ues where camera cranes sweep viewers up to 
God-like points of view and famous locations 
and deliciously sinister interiors heighten tension 
where the movie threatens to turn into a historical 


thesis. The movie really only catches fire after an 
hour, when lan McKellen hobbles on the scene as 
Sir Leigh Teabing. Here is the one actor having fun 
with his role and playing a character rather than a 
piece to a puzzle. 


True believers and those who want to understand 
what all the fuss is about wi II jam cinemas worldwide 
in the coming weeks in sufficient numbers so as to 
fulfill probably even the most optimistic projections 
of Sony execs. But the movie is so drenched in dia
logue musing over arcane mythological and histori
cal lore and scenes grow so static that even camera 
movement can't disguise the dramatic inertia. Such 
sins could cut into those optimistic projections. 


For those with fingers far from the pulse of the 
community, "The Da Vinci Code" is the second of 
Brown's thri llers starring Harvard professor of ico
nography and religious art Robert Langdon (Hanks). 
The books seek to put contemporary ticking bombs 
into dusty historical disputes. In this one, the murder 
of a highly respected curator in the Louvre in Paris, 
where Langdon fortuitously happens to be while on 
a speaking engagement, embroils the professor in 
a race against time to locate nothing less than the 
Holy Grail. 


His companion is police cryptologist Sophie 
Neveu (Tautou), and his seeming nemesis is bulldog 


police captain Bezu Fache (Jean Reno, largely 
wasted), who, for no plausible reason, believes 
Langdon to be the killer. Other potential Villains 
also loom' Bishop Aringarosa (Alfred Molina) 
from the ultraconservative Opus Dei branch of 
Catholicism and Silas, an albino-monk assassin 
(Paul Bettany). 


The plot is driven not by its characters but 
by solutions to puzzles, the breaking of codes, 
interpreting covert references in works of art and 
a dazzling display of historical knowledge, all of 
which works terrifically in the novel but puts the 
brakes to all screen action. 


Director Ron Howard can no do much though, 
with mostly colorless characters designed around 
idiosyncrasies and weird scholarly talents, rather 
than flesh-and-blood personalities. No chemistry 
exists between the hero and heroine, and motiva
tion remains a troubling sore point. Why does the 
innocent professor flee? Why is Sophie so eager 
to help? Why is anyone doing what he does when 
so many characters and subplots turn into red her
rings? 


Howard proves a decent choice as a director 
because his middlebro~ tastes inspire him to go 
for broad strokes and forget making any real sense 
of the lack of logic. But why did he allow such a 
solid, attractive cast to turn in such stiff, unap
pealing performances? "The Da Vinci Code" never 
rises to the level of a guilty pleasure. Too much 
guilt, not enough pleasure. 


''The Da Vinci Code" is now 
playing at Kalamazoo 10. 


Running time: 149 minutes. 


Europelfhe homegrown problem Op-Ed Illustration 
Continued from page 5. 


under the sway of radical ideology that 
preached terrorism as a legitimate means 
to deal with Muslim grievances. Also 
like the London bombers, the Madrid 
terrorists were self-financed and had no 
material support from al Qaeda. 


The fact that both the terrorists that 
struck London last July and Madrid two 
years ago were radicalized in Britain 
and Spain respectively and received 
no support from al Qaeda is particu
larly worrisome for Europe and the U.S. 
Self-starting-terrorists because of their 
decentralized nature are much more dif
ficult to track then al Qaeda, with it cen
tralized leadership, ever was. And, there 
is a potentially limitless supply of young 
European Muslims, who if radicalized 
would turn to terrorism. Because of 
the ease of travel between the U.S. and 
Europe, the continent will continue to 
be the departure point for terrorists who 


want to come to America, like it was for 
the terrorists who carried out 9/ 1 I. 


The U.S. cannot respond to this 
threat without the cooperation of the 
Europeans, as the threat emanates from 
within Europe itself. America's role in 
the struggle for the hearts and minds of 
Europe's Muslims will be secondary at 
best, despite the fact that the U.S. has a 
compelling interest in seeing this threat 
overcome. 


A solution to Europe's homegrown 
terrorism must follow a two-pronged 
strategy: first, law enforcement and 
intelligence to identify and stop current 
terrorists, and second, policies to better 
assimilate European Muslims to pre
vent further radicalization. If European 
Muslims are not integrated into the rest 
of European society, then the coming 
years will be filled with more London 
subway bombings and explosions on 


pan ish commuter trains. by Will Walkington. 
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, 


TH U RSDAY May 25 
8 P.M., Dalton Theater (LAC) - Kalamazoo College Symphonic 


Band Concert 


8 P.M., Kalamazoo Civic Auditorium - "Anything Goes;" a glori
ously funny screwball musical comedy which takes place in the 1930'S 
aboard a luxury liner as it makes its way from New York to England. 


8 P.M., Dalton Recital Hall - Emerson String Quartet, a Grammy 
Award winning quartet, presented by the Fontana Chamber Arts; tick
ets ~25, students ~S 


FRI DAY May 26 
11 A.M., Stetson Chapel- Spring Music Recital; refreshments served 10:30 


SATURDAY May 27 


Prep for the last paper
and-pencil MeAT' with a 


free Science Review! 
Prep now for the August exam, and get MCAT 


Science Review-an intensive, online review of every 
tested science concept-for free (a $499 valueW 


Enroll by May 31 st! 


HIGHER MCAT SCORE GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK.t 


1-800-KAP-TEST I kaptest.com/mcatchange 
.;)MCAOOO4 "MCAT IS a regIStered trademark of the AssOClatlOfl fA Amencan Mfldl;;;el CoIIeges.oOMust 


enrol If'I an MCAT Classroom Of Class + 5 Course. Online Course Of Povate Tutonng Program between 511106 - 5131106 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. dISCOunt rebate, or promotIOn tcor'!drtlons and resfncbons apply. For COITlPk!te 


guarantee eligibility requlrements. VIIIt kaptestcomlhsg The H.gl\er Score Gusrantee only appllM to Kaplan courses taken 
a'"ld completed within the United States. Canada. MeltlCO. The United Kingdom. and France 


1:05 P.M., Mayor's Riverfront Park (251 Mills St.) - Kalamazoo Kings 
Baseball Home Opener; general admission ~5 


M 0 N DAY May 29 
Memorial Day - No classes • 


10 A.M., Bronson Park - Memorial Day Parade, sponsored by the 
Sunshine Rotary Club; this traditional, annual parade kicks off at the 
intersection of Church St. and Michigan Ave. It will march east on 
Michigan Ave to Riverview, north to Gull Rd, east to ceremonial site at 
Riverside Cemetery. Come out for a morning of fun with family, and to 
honor celebrate the memory of those that have passed before us. 


TU ESDAY May 30 
4:30 P.M ., Kalamazoo County Fairground - Moscow State Circus, 


an animal-free event featuring family entertainment; tickets ~22, chil
dren under 12 ~7.50 .. 


8:30 P.M ., Barn Theater - "Greater Tuna," a livewire, outrageous 
satire launching into side-splitting amusment; tickets ~29 


II 


Ultimate Frisbee team has 
.. 


solid tournament run 
Ted Magdzinski 


Staff Writer 


The official but un-sponsored 
Ultimate Frisbee team recently com
pleted the Division III National 
Tournament this weekend in Versailles, 
Ohio, and put up a strong show
ing. The young team played well 
at Regionals, and moved on to the 
National Tournament to finish 2-3. 


With the team improving every 
year, junior Kyle Shelton can see how 
much the team has progressed . 


"We work together really well and 
bring a lot of intensity to the field , 
"said Shelton. "We are losing three 
seniors this year, and that will be a 


-big loss, but we have a strong core of 
juniors, sophomores, and freshman" 


As one of the top Division 1Il 
schools in the sport, the team also 
faces off against much larger teams, 
notably Michigan State Un iversity, 
the num ber eight team in the coun
try. With the increased exposure and 
improvements on the field, the team 


hopes to one day become sponsored 
by the college. 


" We hope to discuss our options 
with the athletic director sometime to 
see what may be possible and what 
we may need to do to get funding," 
said Shelton. Many of the larger teams
are sponsored by their respective 
schools, which then would cover costs 
of tournament fees and transportation 
expenses. Also, the use of the official 
school mascot would be available. 


That still doesn't stop the team 
from going to tournaments and play-... 
ing as much as possible. Sponsored or 
not, the team will compete next year 
and attempt to improve their national ~ 
standing. "We hope to continue our 
successes of this year into the future," 
said Shelton. 


On the season the Ultimate Buzz 
team was 9-13 in competitive play. 
Five of the losses however were had-' 
at two points or less . The team's only 
blowout losses were to in-state rivals 
Western Michigan and MSU. 
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Seelan, Hubbard 
represent K at 
nationals 


Roger Garfield 
Sports Editor 


Wh;le the Kalamazoo College men's ten
nis team failed to qualify for nationals this 
season, two of its members did. 


Julian Seelan and Tim Hubbard represent
ed the Hornets May 20 at the NCAA Division 
III Men's Tennis Championships held at the 
University of Mary Washington in Virginia. 


Seelan, a senior from Grand Forks, N.D., 
qualified for the singles tournament, and in 
the first round, he drew two-time defending 
champion Matt Seeberger of UC-Santa Cruz. 


Seeberger proved to be a tough draw 
for Seelan as the reigning champ ousted the 
Hornet in straight sets, 6-4, 6-1. 


"I wasn't at my sharpest, and being the 
experienced player that he was, he took 
advantage," said Seelan. "Before I could 
really get in any kind of rhythm, the match 
was over." 


Seeberger lost in the second round to Will 
Boe-Wiegaard of Bates College, who went on 
to win the title. 


Later in the day, See Ian teamed with 
Hubbard, a sophomore from Ann Arbor, 
to do battle in the doubles tournament. 
Unfortunately, the Hornets suffered another 
first round defeat. 


This time it was at the hands of Trinity 
(Texas) University teammates John Matthews 
and DJ. Petros, who outlasted Kalamazoo 6-
3, 4-6, 6-3. 


"Going in I knew that if we played well 
we were going to advance," Seelan said. 
"However, we ended up coming out a bit slow 
and didn't really play smart tennis." 


While it may not have been the storybook 
ending to the career See Ian pictured, it was 
one great ride. 


In four years, See Ian won four MIAA 
Championships, and he was named to the All
MIAA first team three times. He won an ITA 
Regional Championship in both singles and 
doubles. 


This season, he and his team were on 
the brink of achieving their lofty goal of a 
national championship, they just couldn't 
make it happen. 


"Like coach [Timon Corwin] said, we 
were a good team, just not a great team." 


The Index SPORTS May 25, 2006 


THE BUZZ ON SPORTS: It's up to Chauncey 


Dear Chauncey, 


Roger Garfield 
Sports Editor 


Where have you gone, Mr. Big Shot? Since 
Game 2 of the Cleveland series, you have not looked 
like your normal, clutch-shot-taking, fundamental
pass-making self. You're forcing passes and turning 
down shots - you don't look like the MVP candi
date everyone considered you to be at the end of the 
regular season. 


That Chauncey Billups looked confident. That 
Chauncey Billups made good decisions with the bas
ketball. That Chauncey Billups would have closed 
the Cavaliers out in five games and propelled the 
Pistons to a Game I victory over Miami on Tuesday 
night. 


Instead, the Cavs made it a seven game series. 
Instead, the Heat won Tuesday, 91-86. 


It's not panic time. I still trust you'll come 
through, Chaunce. You always do. But it must hap
pen tonight in Game 2. There will be no return trip 
to the Finals - the place you've grown so accus
tomed to going each June - with a loss tonight. The 


. Heat are tough at home, too, you know, and if you 
are in an '0-2 hole heading down to Florida, you'll 
be six feet under in white South Beach .sand. And 
there's no climbing out of that 


Now how do we remedy this 
situation? Let's glance at your num
bers. 


In the regular season, you aver
aged 18.5 points and 8.6 assists. You 
shot 89 percent from the line, 43 
percent from three, and 42 percent 
overall. You also led the NBA in 
assist-to-turnover ratio at 4.11 to 1. 


In the six games since Game 
2 of the conference semis, you've 
averaged just 15.7 points and 5.2 
assists. You've remained steady by 
going 90 percent from the line and 
41 percent overall, but your 3-point 
percentage has dipped to an icy 29.4 
percent. Your assist-to-turnover ratio 
is a depressingly low 1.7 to I. 


So what's up? Why are you 
dribbling into traffic when you 
could be swinging the ball around 
the perimeter? Why are you flailing 
your legs on 3-pointers when your 
defender isn't even near you? Why 
must you insist on trying to make 
the spectacular pass when the easy 
one will suffice? 


I ask you, these questions, 
Chauncey, because you make this 
team go. While Ben Wallace is its 
backbone, you are its central ner
vous system. 


few more of his patented pull-up jumpers instead 
of driving into the trees - Shaquille O'Neal and 
Alonzo Mourning are sizable impediments - 1 thi~k 
he could be more of an effective scorer. 


Rasheed Wallace could help you out by not tak
ing nights off, like he did in Game I. 


Tayshaun Prince has been steady, but maybe he 
needs to kick it to you a bit more when he's post
ing. 


Big Ben is Big Ben. He was brilliant defensively 
in Game I. Now if he could just make one darn free 
throw ... 


And the jury is still out on Flip Saunders, who 1 
think is still searching for a substitution pattern. My, 
how that could help. 


But Chaunce, I'm afraid it all comes back to 
you. You facilitate the ball movement. You' can fire 
up a guy like' Sheed. You clin tell Rip - "Hey, come 
off that curl and let it fly! No use in driving right at 
Shaq." You are this team. 


That sounds like a lot of pressure, but 1 know 
you can handle it. After all, you are Mr. Big Shot. 


Now it's time for you to remind us all how you 
got your name . 


With hope and confidence, on the behalf of 
Pistons fans everywhere, 


Your Wake Up Call. 


Photo courtesy of AP Photo. 1 know, I know. It's not fair to 
pin all the blame on you. 


If Rip Hamilton would take a 
Mr. Big Not? If Chauncey Billups cannot find his 
stride, the Pistons may be going home early. 
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Campus 
backbone 
to retire 
Vogelsang 
leaves after 
27years 
By Jillian McLaughlin 
Staff Writer 


Today, Barbara 
Vogelsang retires from a 27-
year tenure at Kalamazoo 
College. She started May 
7, 1979 as a secretary in 
the Student Development 
Office; when she retires Oct. 
26, 2006, it is as Associate 
Dean of Students. 


Regardless of her title, 
Vogelsang says she always 
enjoyed working in Student 
Development. 


"I loved the student 
development area right 
away... I've always loved 
my job," she s3id, "Working 
with this age-group is really 
gratifying. " 


Her work can be felt 
all over campus. If you 
have ever opened your K 
mailbox, solved a roommate 
difficulty, or been involved 
with a student organization, 
Vogelsang had a role. 


StuComm President 
Erin Mazzoni K'07 said, 
"It's been an honor to 
work with someone who's 
been such an advocate for 
students. " 


The Senior Graduation 
Committee is her most 
lauded project. 


"I don't think it even 
existed before Barb worked 
on it," said Kate Lake, 
Assistant Dean of Students. 


Before Vogelsang 
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A look at Facebook 
Could your profile today hurt your chances tomorrow? 
By Phil Taylor and 
Lauren Trager 
Features Editors 


Imagine you are busy 
working your shift at 
Beaner's when the provost 
walks in and orders his 
usual: a Tall Mango Fruizen
T. Conversation is going as 
usual until he mentions a 
rather festive photo of you 
from study abroad he saw 
posted on Facebook. 


Startled and slightly 
embarrassed, you think to 
yourself, "What was I doing in 
that cruise photo? Did I look 
respectable? Was I drunk? 
Was I wearing clothes?" 


To your relief you finally 
recall the circumstances of 
the potentially humiliating 
photograph you never knew 
had been posted on the World 
Wide Web. You were merry 
but coherent, it would seem. 


It begs the question of 
how careful people should 
be about the information they 
post, knowingly or not, on 
Web-based personal profiling 


networks like Facebook. 
Provost Mahler is among 
several Kalamazoo College 
faculty who· have joined 
Facebook and advise students 
to be mindful of how public 
Facebook has become. 


Facebook.com launched 
in February 2004 and is now 
the seventh most traveled 
site on the Web, serving as 
a social networking tool 
for students. As increasing 
numbers of non-students are 
gaining access to Facebook, 
students are becoming aware 
of the potential consequences 
of inappropriate po stings and 
pictures. You have far fewer 
"friends" on Facebook than 
you might think. 


"Students should exercise 
caution, knowing the World 
Wide Web is accessible to 
everyone, and Facebook is 
no exception," said Elizabeth 
Manwell, associate professor 
of Classics and Facebook 
member. 


Currently, at least 12 K 
faculty and staff members 
maintain profiles or have 


access to students' Facebook 
profiles. Though they have 
mixed feelings, both Di 
Seuss, writer-in-residence, 
and Dhera Strauss, media 
producer and instructor, 
joined after students 
encouraged them to. 


Strauss, an avid 
technology buff, likes the 
trend. "I like to keep my 
finger on the pulse of what 
students are doing," she 
said. "I love to know what is 
exciting to them." 


For some faculty, 
Facebook functions as a 
communication tool to 
strengthen student-faculty 
relationships and to educate 
about upcoming events. 


"If it can connect people, 
if it is useful, why not?" Seuss 
said. "Because of the nature 
of our jobs, every year we 
say goodbye to people and I 
like the idea that this is one 
way we can stay in touch." 


For Seuss, Facebook 
presents a means of 
advertising and community 
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Higher pay, 
fewer jobs? 
Minimum wage 
increase affects 
campus 
By Jillian McLaughlin 
Staff Writer 


Legislation changes 
do not often have the 
immediate impact that the 
new minimum wage law 
created. At K-College, the 
increase in minimum wage 
has caused a reduction of 
student employment hours 
and a transition from regular 
student employment to 
work-study. 


The minimum wage 
rose in Michigan from $5.15 
to $6.95 an hour, said Marian 
Stowers, director of financial 
aid. Over the next two years, 
wages are scheduled to 
increase two more times. 


K began preparation for 
the increase well before Oct. 
1. The summer hours for 
students were reduced and 
fewer students were hired to 
conserve more money for the 
academic year, said Patrik 
Hultberg, assistant professor 
of Economics. 


Student work-study 
employees could work a 
maximum of 12 hours a 
week last year. This year, the 
maximum is nine. 


Stowers VIews the 
reduction in hours as a 
positive aspect of the increase 
for work-study students. In 
thepas4studentscouldeam 
60 percent of the work-study 
award package, but now they 
can earn a higher percentage 
and work less, she said 


Justin Evans K'09 
saw a reduction in his 
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KATE'S PEOPLE 
Name: Alexandra Leol1arci, 
K'09 
Birthday: January 22,1987 
Hometown: Mason, Mich. 
Residence: Spirituality 
House 
Studies: TIUnking about so
ciology/anthropology and art, 
wilh a concentration in either 
women's studIes or enmOD
mental science 
Classes: Ceranucs: Wheel 
Throwmg I, Native Amencan 


RehgiollS. Environmental SCIence 
Activities: Student Chaplain, POWER, DIRT 
K Plan: Wanl, to study abroad in either Kenya or Thailand 


Favorites: 
Sodexho entree: TIle pesto ravioli when It doesn'l taste 


like sand 
Smell: After it rains in the fall and you can smell the 


leaves 
Texture: The part on your Jeans that get~ really soft 
Childhood toy: Ninja Turtles action figures 
Beatie: George Hamson 
Font: Geometr 231 
Song (at l1us moment): "Shine On" by Seth Bernard and 


Daisy May 
Artist: Frida KallIo 
Class at K: Ceramics: Wheel Throwing I 
Professor Bonnie Jo Campbell, English 
Campus spot: Looking out over 111e tennis courts and Ka


lamazoo by the statue in between FAB and Dow 


If you were an animal cracker, what would you be and 
why? I would be an elephant because they're really cool and 
the whole herd will go and save a baby if it's stuck in the mud. 
They won't leave II behind like other aninlals. 
List three adjevtives your friends would use to describe 
you: Super-awesome, wise. creative. 
List three adjectives you would use to describe yourself: 
Super-awesome. wise. creative. I would use 111e same words 
beeaLL~c I hope my fiiends' inlpression of me and my impres
SIOIl of myself arc similar. 
What are )'our passions? Making crappy stuff into cool stuff. 
ulSplranon. good coiwersations. dancing. singing. 
What brought )'OU to K? I liked that it was small and so it 
had a ruce communIty feel to it. Also. it wa~ way more liberal 
than my hometown and they gave me quite a lot of money. 
What is the bestthing you've learned at K outside of class? 
I've leamed that you need to make time to keep yourselfbal
anced or you forget that you 're alive. 
If you could change one thing about the world, what 
would it be and why? I would fix people's attitudes about the 
environment because it is such a pressing problem and I think 
many social problems could be fixed with that change. 


-compiled by Kate Boehm, ExeCllfil'( Editor: 
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Campus happenings 
Republicans discuss freedom, EnvOrg promotes sustainability 


By Julie Nguyen 
Index Staff 


College Republicans 
Thursday, Oct. 26. 2006 
Stetson Chapel at 7 p.m. 
Tom Lucero, University of 
Colorado Regent 
"Give Me Liberty or Give 
Me an F" (LAC) 


Academic freedom is 
a right that every student 
deserves, and the College 
Republicans would like to 
remind students of their 
right. To that end, the 
College Republicans are 
proud to host Thomas Lucero 
Jr., University of Colorado 
Regent. At this LAC and 
first publicized event of the 
quarter for the republicans, 
Lucero will give a speech 
entitled "Give Me Liberty or 
Give Me an F." 


As a Regent, Lucero has 
an insider's understandings 
of the problems in higher 
education aud has the 
authority to do something 
about them. He encourages 


students to take a stand 
for freedom and advises 
them on how they can 
get the attention of their 
administration and push for 
meaningful refom1s. 


EnvOrg 
Sunday, Oct. 29, 2006 
The Quad (Hoben Lounge if 
raining) from 2-5 p.m. 
Fall Fest 


Fall Fest is a Kalamazoo 
College tradition that 
occurs every year in order 
to encourage sustainability, 
while providing fun 
activities that celebrate fall 
and the environment. 


EnvOrg, with the 
collaboration of other 
student organizations, has 
created a fun fall line up 
that will both entertain 
and educate students about 
environmental issues this 
Sunday afternoon. 


Live music from our 
very own Tom Giltrow 
K'07 will resonate across 
the Quad as students enjoy 


making scarecrows and 
carve out their pumpkins. 
Prize give-a-ways, button 
making, and competitions 
will round out the event, 
ensuring there is something 
for everyone. 


Also, as you prepare for 
some fall dorm cleaning, 
don't throw those old outfits 
out. Instead. look for the 
collection bins in the dorms 
to donate to the Clothing 
Swap, as a continuous effort 
is made by EnvOrg to collect 
donations throughout the 
year. 


And what Kalamazoo 
College event would be the 
same without free food and 
drink? Don't forget to bring 
your own cups and plates to 
minimize waste as you sip 
on some cider and munch 
on donuts. 


According to Emily 
Murphy K'09. Fall 
Fest isn't just for the 
environmentalists of the 
campus. "Fall Fest is for the 
homies, for everyone," she 
said. 


Reposition, black and white print, 2005. Artist: Elayna Snyder, K'09. 
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• Wage: Campus jobs effected by Michigan's pay mcrease 
From Front 
hours working for Media Services; he 
went from working a minimum of 10 
hours a week last year to eight this year. 
However, he found Stowers' description 
to be accurate. 


"I'm actually rnalcing more money 
and working less hours," Evans said. "I 
like it better." 


Federal funding of work-study 
continues to remain stagnant after seven 
years despite the increase in costs for 
colleges across Michigan due to the 
minimum wage increase. 


"No additional money has been 
allocated ... since the increase. It's really 
frustrating," said Stowers. 


No committee has been formed to 
plan for the increase, but Stowers predicts 
that one way K will accommodate the 
change is to cut jobs. 


"It certainly would be very sensible 
to have a review of efficiency," she 
said. 


Demographically, the students 
affected negatively regarding campus 
employment are those who do not have 
the work-study award. 


Evans is not work-study and notes 
that his case is the exception. 


"Now, if my fiiends want a job and 
they're not work-study, there's no chance 
of them being hired," Evans said. 


"It ends up hurting a lot 
of students who need that 
little bit of extra cash," said 
Rob Schuelke K'08, who 
works in the weight room. 
"They've had to reduce hours 
a lot because the funding 
didn't increase but the wages 
did. A lot of people couldn't 
get jobs this year." 


Departments have to detennine what 
kind of work their student employees 
will do and what must be done on a 


according to department. 
"Over time the college has 


developed an understanding of where 
the work-study money is 
best used," Stowers said of 
the discrepancy between 
departments "I do not make 
that determination." 


Laurel Stiedemann K 
'07 works 10 hours a week 
as a TA for the Psychology 
Department. 


Ryan Carrigan K'09, 
has the work-study award but 
couldn't get a job. Reduced 
hours in the athletic office 
are significant and the only 
available hours are during 
his football practice, he said. 


"I enjoy the work but I 
feel less guilt if! have to ditch 
out on the hours during the 
week," she said. "If something 
else comes up it's easier for 
me to say, 'Office hours are 
cancelled today. '" Photo! Chelsea Phelps 


Student worker Quinn Walko doing less work, making more money. Stiedemann, like the 
other Psychology TAs, makes 


sacrifices to work for the department. 
"Our department as 


well as a lot of other departments have 
already seen a reduction in the number 
of hours that we . can hire students 
for," Dr. Hultberg said. "If you have 
less students maybe we'll start using 
students only for grading rather than 
using them for review sessions." 


"The departments . . . have to 
be more efficient," Stowers said. 


volunteer basis. 
Student employees have been 


affected differently according to their 
department. For example, Psychology 
teaching assistants are not paid whereas 
all teaching assistants in the science 
departments are, regardless of work
study status. Different amounts of 
the work-study budget are allocated 


"If I had gotten paid that would 
have covered food costs and more," 
she said. 


Dr. Hultberg said a hike in the 
minimum wage is good for those who 
have jobs but can reduce the number 
of jobs available. At K, this economics 
lesson won't be soon forgotten. 


Missed: Vogelsang has big plans for retirement opportunities I expanded 
From Front 
was assigned to work on the 
graduation activities, 
there was one senior 
event. Working with 
Karen Joshua-Warthel and 
Dana Jansma, the Senior 
Graduation Committee 
sponsored two events the 
first year. The committee 
continued to expand 
creating Vogelsang's 
proudest accomplishment, 
a sit-down dinner for 
the senior class funded 
independently, she said. 


them in and getting them out of 
my office," said Vogelsang. 


Monte Carlo grew 
to one of the biggest 
activities on campus under 
Vogelsang's able hand, said 
Lake, who characterized 
Vogelsang as the "unsung 
hero" of Kalamazoo 
College. 


Kate Lutes 
Barbara Vogelsang, Assodate Dean of Students, 
will be greatly missed by the K community. 


"My job here is much 
more than just doing the job . .. 
it's much more thanjust getting 


Students that work 
with Vogelsang 
dedication. 


note her 


"For Barb, working with 
students is not a 9-5 job, she's 


always thinking about 
us," said Andrea Visco K 
'07. Visco worked with 
Vogelsang for the past four 
years. 


When asked about her 
plans for retirement, there 
is no hesitation. 


"I have so many 
plans. I do plan on resting 
and relaxing at first. .. " she 
pauses, "for maybe a few 
days and then .. .! plan on 
getting more involved in 
my church .. .I am in charge 
of a mentoring program." 


Her ambition doesn't 
stop there. She plans to 
travel more with her family 
and friends, give speeches 
to women's groups, and 
she wants to write for a 
fiiend's business, all while 


playing tennis and reading 
historical books. 
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Facebook: Infonnation on Facebook entering public domain 
From Front 
building. She checks 
Facebook to learn more 
about her students only after 
they make the initial contact. 
"I wouldn't say I pour over 
profiles, but I always think, 
'Wow, there's a lot to these 
people I don't know,'" she 
said. 


Manwell refuses to 
look at student profiles. "I 
have seen through casual 
glancing that there is a lot of 
information that I don't need 
to know," Manwell said. "I 
choose not to go there. 1 don't 
want to know who got drunk 
last weekend or who is dating 
who." 


Strauss agrees. She looks 
at profiles only to put a face 
to names on the roster for a 
new quarter. "I looked at just 
their pictures, nothing else," 
she said. "I'd rather not know 
some things about people." 


But Strauss also 
addressed privacy concerns. 
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"Another reason I don't go 
looking is because I don't 
want anyone looking at me," 
she said. 


As exclusive as it 
may have once seemed, 
the personal photos, 
quotes, club affiliations, 
"likes," and "dislikes" 
on students' Facebook 
profiles are entering the 
public domain. 


"It's an illusion to 
think that you can have 
privacy," Seuss said. 


Manwell agrees that 
students should be aware 
of how the Internet is 
changing. "They should 
know that Facebook is 
a business, and thus is 
always trying to open 
their borders rather 
than keep them closed," 
she said, referring to 
Facebook's recent 
decision to open its network 
to high schools, companies 
and other invited friends 


without ".edu" email 
addresses. 


Expanded 
access to personal 
profile networks 
on the Internet has 
radically changed 
the hiring process. 
A recent report from 


the National Association 
of Colleges and Employers 
found that more than one 
in 10 employers reported 


plans to review profiles on 
social networking sites when 
considering candidates for 
jobs. 


Lori Young, an assistant 
directorofcareerdevelopment 
at K, says she has accessed 
Facebook before, but feels 
looking at students' profiles is 
inappropriate and invasive. 


"I've been on Facebook 
only once," she said. "I 


looked around and started to 
. feel like I was eavesdropping, 
because I'm not a student." 


Young is worried that 
many students don't 
know how accessible 
Facebook profiles 
are, and warns they 
could potentially lead 
to unforeseen future 
consequences. 


"How do we advise 
students about this, 
especially the fact that 
five years from now 
these profiles may still be 
lingering somewhere?" 
Young asked. "Do you 
want people (0 know 
you were a member of 
Drunk Dialers club?" 


Vicki Arno, 
assistant director of 
career planning at 
Hillsdale College, 
says she learned about 


employers using Web-based 
personal profile networks 
during the hiring process 
at the Midwest Association 
of College Employers 
conference last summer. She 
womes many are unaware 
that Facebook is no longer 
exclusive to college students. 


"Facebook's original 
intent and design was 
for college students to 


communicate and meet 
college students and I think 
that is what college students 
have in mind when they post," 
Arno said. "Unfortunately, 
over time that has changed 
and employers have access." 


Some Kalamazoo 
College students foresee 
some of the privacy pitfalls 
of websites like Facebook. 
Michael Schofield K'09 is 
careful not to put anything on 
her Facebook profile that she 
wouldn't want her professors 
or potential employers to 
see. 


"I think it's kind of 
inevitable that faculty would 
get access to Facebook, and I 
know a lot of employers are 
looking at it too," she said. 


The increased popularity 
and accessibility of Web
based personal profile 
networks opens up several 
ethical dilemmas employers 
and school administrators are 
only beginning to tackle. The 
debate raises the broader issue 
of whether personal profiles 
on the Internet deserve to be 
kept private at all. Does the 
press, for example, have the 
liberty to publish information 
found on people's Web-based 
profiles? Is the Web truly a 
public domain? Kalie Prout, Yews Editor 
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SHAG shows Rocky Horror Picture Show 
Campus group explores sexual health issues through films 
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Sexual health can be a touchy 
subject for people on campus, which 
is why the Sexual Health Awareness 
Group, or SHAG, IS invitmg people 
to detox with films and explore 
sexual issues 


"We do a movie almost every 
Friday," said SHAG founder Laurel 
Stiedemann K.'07. "It's just a fun 
thing to do at the end of the week 
and most of the films relate to sexual 
health ... 


Each week SHAG invites any 


and everyone to relax, watch. and 
reflect on the Issues raised by the 
film , a SHAG's sole purpo e is 
to educate the campus on sexual 
health. 


"In high school they only teacn 
abstinence, but we're non-bias and 
we present all of the facts and try to 
attract a lot of people," said SHAG 
member Meghan Green, K'08. "We 
don't tum anyone away." 


SHAG has recently gnrnered a 
lot of attention around campus for its 
name change, something Stiedemann 
said i not only for fun, but to provide 
a correlation between the name and 


purpose of the organization. 
"SHAC, what is that? Is it 


Habitat for Humanity? SHAG gives 
us more of an Idea about what the 
group is about,' said Stiedemann. 


Green describes the group as 
being a buffer for sexual health 
awareness from high school to 
college. 


This week SHAG will be 
watching the Rocky Horror Picture 
show at 8 p.m. in the ReCItal Hall. 
The event is free and everyone is 
encouraged to wear costumes Seats 
fill up fast, so make sure to be there 
early. 







Senior living: Not just a party palace 
by lauren trager 


W
alnut. Allen. Ingleside. 
Locust. Lovell. 


Street names take 
on a certain notoriety 


when seniors move in. They become the 
catch phrases for party-goers, the buzz
word of a Saturday night. But for most K 
seniors, street names all over Kalamazoo 
represent so much more; they mean a 
home away from home, a last shot at 
coddled independence before K-College 
spits them out into the real world, post
graduation. 


Approximately 300 seniors choose 
to live off-campus every year. This year, 
only 28 seniors 


The college, however, does not keep 
track of seniors off-campus. Residential 
Life recommends that seniors provide 
their address and landline number, but 
few do. 


"Some students don't necessarily 
want us to know," Jansma said. "And I 
can respect that, too." 


For Gili Averbuch and Nicole 
Ritchie, two of the four women living at 
225 Ingleside, living on campus senior 
year wasn't an option. 'The dorms are 
bad news bears when you come back 
from study abroad," Averbuch said. 


Ritchie agrees. "After coming back 


reside on campus. 
All others camp 
in apartments or 
houses nearby. 


"You've had the study abroad 
experience and it's not your greatest 
desire to come back and live in the 


from study 
abroad, I just 
couldn't handle 
an RA telling me 
when I could do 
stuff." "That's just 


the trend," says 
Dana Jansma, 


residential halls" -Dana Jansma. The variety 


associate dean of students in charge of 
Residential Life. "You've had the study 
abroad experience and it's not your 
greatest desire to come back and live in 
the residential halls. You want to be able 
to cook; it goes with the flow of increasing 
independence. " 


of housing 
options, however, grants seniors power 
to prioritize. Privacy guided Patrick 
Castle's decision to live in a 
one-bedroom apartment 
at Western Pines. "I like 
that it's private," he said. 
"I get really distracted and 


Homelessness: A sobering reality 
by phil taylor 


A
s privileged college 
students, many have 
pledged to pop the K 
bubble by getting off 


campus and experiencing the "real" 
Kalamazoo we don't learn about in 
our textbooks. 


In crossing the same Academy 
Street train tracks we jovially 
crossed with friends on the way to 
last night's weekend party, we are 


"I think all of us would like to 
find out more about it since we're 
in the bubble," William Skora 
K'09 said . "We feel sorry for the 
homeless, but we don't know what 
we can do." 


Skora is one of many students 
who wonder what they can do to 
help the homeless. Several students 
and members of local community 
organizations are aware of the 


often approached 
by individuals 
whose lives many 
would prefer 
to forget. They 
are the poor, the 
disempowered, 
the sick, and 
the needy of 


"Think, if my paycheck ended 
tomorrow and I didn't have the 


challenges to 
eliminate 
homeless ness 
in Kalamazoo. 
They recommend 
a variety of ways 
students can 
help. 


family resources that I have, 
how far am I away from being 
homeless?" -Donna Pearce. 


Kalamazoo. They are the homeless. 
More sobering than the coffee 


at the Blue Dolphin Cafe downtown 
is the reality that between 200 
and 300 individuals seek shelter 
each week at the Kalamazoo 
Gospel Mission homeless shelter, 
according to volunteer coordinator 
Donna Pearce. Comforted by 
money, vast social connections, and 
a college education, homelessness 
is a phenomenon that students often 
have trouble understanding. But 
it's an issue that cannot be easily 
ignored. 


"It would be 
wonderful if people could commit 
some time each week, or even each 
month, to volunteer at the Gospel 
Mission or any of the resources 
Kalamazoo has," said Tracy 
Matthews K'09. 


Matthews attended weekly 
meetings as a first-year with the 
Kalamazoo Homeless Advocacy 
Network, a local non-profit 
organization that works 
directly with city 
government officials 
to improve the lives of 
Kalamazoo's homeless 







it up. and above all, not feel ashamed 
about this enjoyment. 


to know your body? 


THE SEX FILES 


Want a lubricant that 
smells (and tastes, sort of) like 
blueberry and warms up on 
contact? Check in the back 
of the local pharmacy, and 
you might be surprised. More 
experienced lube-users may 
venture to the Internet in search 
of cheaper, more diverse, and 
less commercial options: Eros 
Silicon Lube provides one of 
the sleekest sensations against 
that sensitive skin without the 
nuance of scent or the threat of 
allergic irritation (and it's one 
of the few lubes not marketed 
exclusively to heterosexual 
women. In Michigan, it is 
primarily available in lesbian! 
gay sex shops). 


Though 'sex' as an image 
and an idea has developed 
into a less and less socially 
taboo subject in the realm of 
conversation in the past 50 
years, masturbation IS still 
a point of contention with 
many people. So ... it's OK 
to talk about 'sex' - who 
with? how was it? how big! 
small? what now?- because 
it involves another person, 
because it dictates social self
esteem, because it sells almost 
every product under the sun, 
but it's not OK to talk about 
the knowledge of one's own 
body that is the pleasure of 
masturbation? 


Perhaps an older sibling 
filled you in? Or did you, at the 
tender age of 12 (as the author 
mayor may not have done) 
bluntly ask your father while 
he was folding towels from the 
dryer about 'jerking off,' a term 
you'd picked up from Stephen 
King's horror novel, "It?" (And 
yes, he dropped the towels.) 


WITH MICHAEL WHITE 


Imagine the often 
accidental and un-replicable 
splendor of the first time 
experiencing orgasm. And 
usually, what a secret it was! 
For what vocabulary is offered 
to the awkward pubescent child 
experiencing for the first time 
the autoerotic surplus of desire, 
of jouissance, of masturbation? 


A
fter confronting one 
of the calamitous 
concerns 
surrounding casual 
consensual sex, 


I feel an introspective turn, 
to reflect, and well - to 
masturbate. 


In a college that stresses 
personal interactions, group 
presentations, etc., what better 
break to take during this 
stressful midterm-laden sixth 
week stretch than to - bluntly 
put - get off? 


Masturbation can be that 
necessary quick fix before (or 


perhaps right after!) a class 
presentation. It can also be 
a more engaging affair - a 
type of personal exploration, 
a surveying of your body in 
which you examine, prod, test, 
try, play. Spending time getting 
to know your body can be a 
beautiful experience. 


Lubrication and toys are the 
standard essential masturbatory 
playmates. For both, there are 
countless options. Since the 
wonders that are sex toys are 
soon to grace these pages, we 
will only mention now some 
options to consider when lubin' 


Some straight fellows 
may feel shunned by the lack 
of products aimed at them, 
but what's to prevent you 
from trading in that old bottle 
of lotion for the exquisite 
sensation of some lube? While 
it is certainly not a component 
necessary to self-satisfaction, 
it is one way in which we can 
indulge, enhance our pleasure, 


Think of the pervasive 
ways in which you learned about 
masturbation. Do you recall 
grade school lunch roomllocker 
room sessions, conversations 
liberally littered with both 
euphemisms and vulgarity? 
Did an extremely open parent 
subtly mention after dinner one 
night the importance of bedtime 
as 'alone time,' a chance to get 


K-College prides itself on a 
number of things, one of which 
is academic rigor. Grade points 
and grad schools are important, 
but remember to keep things in 
perspective, and take care of 
your menta] health by taking 
a chance to connect with your 
own body. Or as one friend 
exclaims: "Forget technique 
- just touch yourself." 


From Front: Confronting homelessness 
individuals. Matthews suggests 
getting involved with KHAN, but 
says even the little things students 
do can help. 


"Helping can also be as simple 
as looking someone in the eye 
and smiling when passing on the 
sidewalk or outside of Munchie 
Mart," she said. "Or if you are in 
a public setting with a friend or 
two, let the person talk. Someone 
who has spent time talking with 
homeless people has a story to tell 
and has seen thmgs a K student 
would probabl never see." 


Becky Stepnitz K'07 spent last 
spring quarter volunteering with 
the Kalamazoo Gospel Mission's 
New Life Recovery Program. 
She is writing a SIP based on her 
experience as an intern thi summer 
for another community organization 
called Healthc re for the Homele s. 
a place where nUlIlt:te:;~ 
can receive free healthcare and 
counseling. Stepnitz says attacking 


homeless ness in Kalamazoo will take 
a lot of organization and effort, but 
she has concerns that organizations 
don't have the resources to fix its 
root causes. 


"It's really frustrating because 
there doesn't seem to be an 
organization that is able to break 
the cycle and get people out of 
homelessness," Stepnitz said. 
"They just seem to be trying to keep 
people alive." 


Stepnitz hopes to work with 
Alison Geist, the director of 
Kalamazoo College' Institute for 
Service Learning, to develop a 
sustainable program for students to 
belp eliminate homelessness. She 
says students who want to contribute 
hould consider ways to offer long


term help when they see homeless 
people on the streets. 


"You feel really g ilty, and your 
1 Ill' I' I m a dollar, but 
that's not really helping the problem 
at all," she said. 


Breigh Montgomery K'06 of 
the Institute for Service Learning 
agrees. 


"Buy them a meal instead 
of giving them money," said 
Montgomery, who reminds people 
to avoid placing stigmas on th 
homeless people they ee on the 
street. 


"They 're just so interesting, 
they have such an interesting life 
story. I personally think it helps just 
to interact more with people with 
lives that we d n't know about:' he 
said, reminding student to exerCl e 
caution when lking to strangers. 


Montgomery has worked with 
Ministrywith Community in the past, 
a local community organization that 
provides food, shelter and services 
to central Kalamazoo's homeless, 
poor, mentally ill and hard-to-serve 
adults. Last winter Montgomery 
was involved with an event called 
"Empty Bowls," and raised 
money to help eliminate hunger 
in Kalamazoo. She is organizing 
the event again this winter and 
encourages any interested students 


to sign up as volunteers. 
Pearce, the Gospel Mission 


volunteer coordinator, says students 
should be respectful and kind when 
approached by homeless individuals 
on the street, but sb also advises 
against giving them oney. 


"The wisest thi g is to refer 
them to an agency,' Pearce said. 
"Be relaxed, acccpt' g and non
threatening, but be s art." 


Pearce said the spel Mission 
welcomes any tudents who are 
interested in voluntee ing as servers 
in their soup kitche , or donating 
food or money. 


Pearce say at many people 
have bad stereotypes associated 
with homeless people. She feels that 
moving beyond these stereotypes 
and recognizing that many 
homeless individuals are victims 
of circumstance is one of the first 
ways people can help. 


"Think, if my paycheck ended 
tomorrow and I didn't have the 
family resources that I have, how 
far am I away from being homeless? 
It's an interesting exercise." 







The Enklosure 


From Front: Off-campus life 
I needed a place where I would not play 
videogames all day with my friends." 


Small but ample, Castle's place 
consists of an open living room and 
kitchen floor plan with small bedroom 
attached. In addition to coming furnished, 
the apartment offers a pool, clubhouse 
and in-unit washer and dryer. 


Though he likes it overall, the 
apartment creates problems, too. "It's the 
worst possible single apartment in the 
complex," Castle said. "It looks out onto a 
beautiful vista of 6 air-conditioning units. 
I live underneath two R&B aficionados 
who invite girls over to play 'boys chase 
girls.' At night, the parking lot is filled 
with underage party-geers." 


the ladies at 225 Ingleside, cleanliness 
meant more. "We wanted a house that 
wasn't trashed by previous tenants, but it 
didn't have to be beautiful," Ritchie said. 
Their house, perched on a steep slope 
overlooking the cemetery, feels warm, 
despite heating problems. Each bedroom 
refuses conventionality, with angled 
ceilings and a different color for each 
room, like the contents of a Skittles bag. 


more seruors on 
campus," Jansma 
said. "But that 
would requrre 
us to provide 
housing that 
better fi ts their 
independent 
living needs. 
Seniors just 
wouldn't be 
happy to live 
in a traditional 
residential hall." 


Of the 28 
seniors reside on
campus currently, 
a few work as 
RAs or in other 


The Pointe Apartments at Westem. Off-campus housing can 
be a source of excitement, as well as stress, for upperclassmen. 


capacities for Residential Life, but a 
number simply choose that environment. 


comfortable and easy. "We are a good 
unit," she said. Party potential, for some however, 


constitutes a major part of housing plans. 
"We wanted a party house," said 


a tenant at one of the college's most 
frequently a ended spots. Complete 
with dank men!, decorated with 
florescent spray-paint, beer pong table, 
and "Kalamazoo College" sign in big 
orange letters, this hovel holds for some 
students memories both good and bad, 
but somewhat hazy. Dark and imposing, 
its ten-bedroom frame lies bare, with 
minirnal furniture and stripped and beaten 
wood floors. 


Living on campus, school-time and 
home-time combined in dorm life, but 
off-carnpus offers separation. "I feel very 
much less stressed out beeause I have 
separation between when I'm working 
and when I'm just doing my own thing," 
Ritchie said. "At home, I don't feel bad 
taking a bath or watchirtg a movie, which 
would have been a guilty pleasure on 
campus." 


Many seniors claim they don't see 
friends as often or know what's happening 
on campus. 


With living off-carnpus comes added 
responsibility. Shopping for, preparing 
and cleaning up from cooking requires 
additional time. 


Unexpected problems arise, often 
with no where to tum. Many encounter 
issues with landlords. "He just rented us 
a really dirty house and then decided to 
move to Florida," said Luke Marker of his 
landlord. "He sold it to another company 
that we can't really get a hold of" 


The college does not provide official 
support for seniors living off-campus. 
However, Residential Life provides a _ 
comprehensive website (http://www. 
kzoo.edulreslifelolfhtm) to assist seniors 


The bombardment of aampus emails 
frustrates rather than informs. Some 
suggest offering more senior events 
throughout the year, citing the senior 
barbecue in September as successful. 
Others ask for space on campus to eat 
packed lunches or to socialize. Right 
now, in the midst of the Hicks Center 
renovation, no such space exists. And 
in the future, Dana Jansma suggests on
campus apartment style housing. 


Roommate relationships, too, 


in independent living. They encourage 
seniors, as well as underclassmen, to 
visit the site for helpful tips on safety, 
housing selection, trouble-shooting and 
staying connected to campus. If you have 
suggestions for the site or improving off
campus living, contact Dana Jansma. 


"We just wanted to have a big house 
to have people over in," the tenant said. 
'''The biggest and the cheapest." 


Though cost was important for "I think it would be nice to have 


require careful negotiation. Bills must 
be split among tenants and personalities 
sometimes clash. For others, roommates 
can be the greatest joy. Katie Wtldfong 
lives with three men and finds it 


Off-campus living can both delight 
and pain senior life. So, the next time 
you traipse off to a party, think about the 
seniors that live there, and please, wipe 
your feet. 


Chapel Chat: Self-worth 
by maryellen ashcroft 


W
~~rth?are you 


No really, 
what are you 


worth? What is he worth? What 
is she worth? 


If you were in your 30s or 
40s and someone asked you that 
question, you would respond 
by talking about someone's 
financial assets. He's worth $10 
rnillion. She's worth a million, 
but she's got property. And so 
on and so forth. 


If you think about yourself 
as a college student and ask that 
question - "What am I worth?" 
- it's more complicated. How 


do we measure worth at a place 
like Kalamazoo College? 


From what I've been 
hearing over the last few weeks, 
you know you're "worth 
something" at K by how busy 
you are. Yes, GPA is good, but 
it's mainly how frantic you are 
that is a measure of your worth. 


Think about it: if someone 
says to you, "How are you?" 
the correct answer around here 
is, "Incredibly busy ., . I've got 
X, Y, and Z and then ... " If you 
made a mistake and answered, 
··Great. Got stuff to do, but time 
to breathe," there'd be something 
wrong. 


Or what if someone asked, 
"So what are your plans for the 
weekend?" and you answered, 
"I'm going to take a few naps, a 
long walk, talk with friends, just 
take it easy really." Well, how 
would you measure up? 


From what I've heard, the 
drug of choice at Kalamazoo 
College is adrenaline. The badge 
of worth is busy-ness. The most 
co=on antidote to adrenaline 
is alcohol and lots of it. 


What would Kalamazoo 
College be like if we measured 
our worth here by other 
standards? If your "worth" was 
based on how centered you are, 
how much time you have for 
friends, how connected you are 
to your values, how well you 
know yourself? 


What would this college 


be like if we valued moments 
of silence, naps, quiet 
conversations, slow meals, and 
walks in the woods? 


When I lived in Cape 
Town, South Africa, I remember 
a Xhosa woman saying to me, 
"I feel so sorry for you white 
westerners. You are so enslaved 
to time. Rush here, rush there, 
and what do you get? More 
stuff." 


I also remember being in a 
village in Italy and not finding 
a single shop open to sell me 
something to eat, because the 
stores were closed between 
noon and 3:30 p.m. 


'This is crazy," I thought. 
''Don't they want to make 
money?!" 


And I remember being 
frustrated in France where it 


takes three hours to eat a dinner 
and talk and sit. What a waste of 
time. 


As I was showing people 
around the newly redecorated 
Crypt on Friday, I pointed to 
the candles in the tiny room and 
said, "If anyone needs some 
quiet they can come here, take 
off their shoes, and shut the door. 
Silence for meditation, prayer, 
thought is guaranteed." 


The Cavern provides for 
moments of reflection, for 
pausUlg during our dashing 
here and there to ask, "Why am 
I running? Where am I going? 
What really matters?" 


Stop by and drink a slow 
cup of tea or try 15 minutes of 
silence some day. It may tum 
out to be worth more than you 
can imagine. 


> 







Vintage Scorcese: The Departed scores 
by alec kempster 


M
artin Scorsese's "The 
Departed" joins his long 
list of what are essential 
"guy films." Similar to 
"Gangs of New York" 


in many respects, "The Departed" 
is an extremely violent look at 
organized crime in South Boston. 
Adapting the 2002 Hong Kong 
film "Infernal Affairs," by William 
Monahan, Scorsese makes "The 


Departed" very much his own. 
Narrating the opening of the 


film, Irish mobster Frank Costello 
(Jack Nicholson) says, "I don't want 
to be a product of my environment 
. .. I want my environment to be a 
product of me." 


This statement is set against 
the backdrop of news footage of the 
1947 anti-busing riots in Boston. 
Costello's opening remarks about 


Illustration/Will Walkington 


the realities of class, race and 
power never fully get played out in 
the film . With this exception, "The 
Departed" is by far one of the best 
films of the year. 


The story begins within the 
context of the continuing war on 
crime by the state police force. 
Young undercover cop Billy 
Costigan (Leonardo DiCaprio) 
grew up within a family that 
had close ties to the mob and has 
spent his entire life trying to live 
that reputation down. Eventually 
recruited by an undercover unit led 
by Oliver Queenan (Martin Sheen) 
and his deputy Dignam (Mark 
Wahlberg), Costigan is eventually 
able to work his way into Costello's 
mob as an informer. His opposite is 
Colin Sullivan (Matt Damon) who, 
supported by Costello his whole 
life, has portrayed a legitimate 
front while working his way into 
the special investigations unit as 
Costello's in-house mole. 


As both groups frantically try 
to find the traitor in their midst, 
Costigan and Sullivan are driven to 
extremes trying to keep their cover. 


The acting by all three leading 
actors (Nicholson, Damon, and 
DiCaprio) is excellent. Nicholson 
seems to relish playing the sadistic 


Seuss leads "Friends" in poetry 
by holly catherine gillis 


of sonnet composition. a personal friend of 
Seuss, was a student 
of the workshop . 


D
i Seuss, 
Kalamazoo 
College's writer
in-residence , 
knows poetry. 


On Monday evening 
at the Kalamazoo Public 
Library, she led a reading 
held for local writers who 
were part of her summer 
workshop. 


workshop she teaches over 
the summer is similar to 
a class she would teach at 
K, only with a little more 
intensity. Seuss said that all 
of the workshop students 
are accomplished writers 
who want to improve their 
skills. 


The majority of the 
students were women who 
werea partofSeuss 'women's 
literature workshops held at 
the Stryker Center. There 
was one male student, as 
well. 


The students who 
attended the workshop were 
from a variety of professions 
- some published poets, 
others journalists. 


Kerlikoawske, 
an educator at 
Kellogg Community 
College and a PhD 
student herself, is 
the president of the 
"Friends of Poetry." 


"It's a 30-year
old group, and 
we're dedicated to 
the enjoyment and 
reading and writing 
of poetry," she said. 


mob boss whose tendencies 
become increasingly violent the 
more desperate he becomes. His 
character Costello almost seems 
an extension of Jack Torrance from 
"The Shining." 


DiCaprio gives an equally 
realistic performance as the stressed 
out undercover agent who has trouble 
dealing with his double life. Damon 
is also successful at portraying the 
driving ambitions of his character 
which include greed, ambition, 
cowardliness, and a twisted sense of 
loyalty. These leading roles are in 
turn reinforced by the multitude of 
supporting characters, most notably 
Capt. Ellerby (Alec Baldwin) 
and deputy Dignam. Wahlberg as 
Dignam dominates every scene he 
is in, and the string of expletives 
that issues from his mouth is sure to 
elicit a chuckle. 


As has come to be expected 
from Scorsese, the violence in the 
film is both brutal and realistic. Be 
sure to look out for the scene when 
a body gets thrown off the roof 
of a building. "The Departed" is 
wonderfully shot, has an excellent 
script. and a cast of big name actors 
that could put any movie to shame. 
It lives up to all expectations and is 
a must see for any Scorsese fan. 


The reading boasted 
more than 40 patrons 
who came to hear their 
friends, family, and fellow 
community members read 
the poetry that they had 
worked hard on over the 
summer. 


Because all of these 
poets and writers have so 
much experience, Seuss 
said that it is her "job 
to shake things up," and 
challenge them by bringing 
in other poets and writers 
that will force them to 
write differently. Seuss' 
curriculum includes writing 
a poem similar to that of the 
featured writer ofthe week as 
well as a weekly assignment 


"What binds us together 
is we're all writers," Seuss 
said. "What's amazing is 
that people are publishing. A 
good chunk of these people 
have published a book." 
In fact, many of these 
pUblications were displayed 
at the reading. 


She also K English Professor Di Seuss read at the KPL 
described her group Monday night. with other local writers. 


In an interview 
following the event, Seuss 
explained that the poetry 


Both the workshop and 
the reading were hosted by 
an organization called the 
"Friends of Poetry." 


Elizabeth Kerlikowske, 


as the smallest 
and most powerful arts 
organization III the city of 
Kalamazoo. 


"What's impressive 
and distinctive about these 
writers," said Seuss, "is 
their willingness to take on 
new challenges, to spend a 


summer cleaning out the 
poetic closet and trying on 
new, sometimes ill-fitting, 
sometimes downright nasty 
clothes." 


If only we all had the 
strength to do just that III 


every facet of our lives. 
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Accessibility? Not on K's campus 
get help with my homework in the Math 
ARC. It's after hours, so I have to use the 


1 d swipe. The problem 
I have an autoimmune disease that 


slowly destroys the cartilage in my knees. 
Although I'm happily running, dancing, 
and skipping up and down this Arcadian 
hill, I know in the back of my mind tha~ 
even though it'll probably never get 
worse than occasional pain, I just might 
end up in a wheelchair. 


woken up in time for breakfast if! were 
fully mobile. As it is, I'll have to roll down 
the hill and through the Hicks parking lot 
or back through the Trowbridge parking 
lo~ and across to the back door of Olds
Upton. In my morning math class I don't 
get a desk - they're all chair/desks, and 
even better, they're on risers! This means 
I get to sit awkwardly in the front of the 
room at a poor angle of vision, in the 
professor's way. At least my next class is 
better - I can just go out to the elevator 
and up to the second floor. The classroom 
has tables instead of desks, so I'm able 
to sit at the best place to see the board. 
The computer classroom is a little hard to 
maneuver around, but it's passable. 


the red square, I manage to get into the 
ground-floor entrance of Dewing. The 
elevator, however. is a problem. It' 
barely large enough to hold three people 
uprigh~ so it's nearly impossible to wedge 
a wheelchair in. 


It's ThursdaY, and I have Jazz Band 
The normal rehearsal space is in Room 
II in the basentent of the Fine Arts 
Building. Too bad it's only ac~sible 
via two doors, bo of which have fligblS 
of stairs attached. We could move the 
rehearsal to the Rtx:ital Hall -th side 
entrance leads dir tly to the stage 


with this is that the door the card-swipe 
opens leads onto a landing, with stairs up 
to the se d floor as well as down to the 
first 


Thiftkjng about how my everyday 
routine VI d be changed clearly shows 
the problem we have with accessibility 
on us, and I don't know if it's more 
pathetic that we have the problem or that 
t co so ily fixed. Building a few 


What would happen to me if the 
disease progressed faster? What if I was 
injured in a car accident or blew out an 
ankle fencing? If the condition were 
projected to last longer than a semester, I 
would probably have to transfer. Why? 


Consider what a day in my life would 
look like if! were wheelchair-bound. 


I actually woke up in time to have 
breakfast today. Or at least, I would have 


The real trouble comes with what 
happens after class. I have to change my 
advisor, so I need to get to the registrar's 
office. After fighting my way across 


it isn't big enough for a full band. Dalton 
would be large enough, but the only way 
to get a wheelc . onstage would be to 
use the lift, which is slow, inefficien~ and 
impractical for everyday use. 


Of course, the coup de grace for 
my day in a wheel chair is when I go to 


ramp here and changing the location of a 
card-swipe there would make the campus 
more accessible almost instantly. The 
hilly terrain will probably still discourage 
applications from students with limited 
mobility, but at the very least we can 
make the campus more pleasant for 
injured students and guests. 


From the Counseling Center: Sexual Assault on Campus 
By Doree Lipson, LMSW 
Contributor: Counseling Center 


The quad was awash with 
bolts of purple fabric this past 
week, color that demanded a 
moment of acknowledgment 
of domestic violence. This 
violence often happens in the 
form of sexual assault. Statistics 
for sexual assault claim that I in 
3 women and I in 6 men will be 
sexually assaulted in his or her 
lifetime (pennsylvania Coalition 
against Rape). 


In a study of college 
women, 70 percent of all 
reported rapes were committed 


Cilrtoon/Caleb Waldron 


by someone known to the 
survivor, while 13.3 percent of 
women indicated that they had 
been forced to have sex during 
a dating situation (Michigan 
Coalition against Domestic and 
Sexual Violence). 


In a study of approximately 
300 men and women, 52 percent 
reported at least one incident of 
sexual coercion by their same
sex partner (Michigan Coalition 
against Domestic and Sexual 
Violence). 


Sexual assault is not solely 
a women's issue; it is not only a 
men's issue; it is not exclusively 
an issue for straight people; nor 


is it one solely for gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and transgenderpeople. 
Sexual assault is a human issue 
that affects all people. 


It is often women on this 
campus who are implored to 
walk home with a friend or 
a group, told not to drink too 
much alcohol, and advised 
not to wear clothing that is too 
revealing. While it is important 
never to lose control of oneself 
or be in unsafe environments, 
such advice runs the risk of 
''blaming the victim." Sexual 
assault is perpetrated by'people, 
even here at Kalamazoo College 
- people who go to class, study 


'~, 1'l' ."''t-, ___ ... ~ t 


in the library, and eat in the 
cafeteria. It is the responsibility 
of all students on this campus to 
attend to their sexual decisions 
with great seriousness. That is 
not to say don i have jun, but if 
you are about to have sex with 
someone who would surely 
say no if he or she hadn't had 
five beers, it is worth waiting 
until you can have a sober, 
conscientious discussion on it. 


It is up to everyone to stop 
sexual assault, surely not just the 
survivor. It is up to all of us to 
create a campus where sexual 
assault is never tolerated. 


In the unfortunate situation 


when a sexual assault does 
occur, there are options for 
the survivor. The YWCA in 
downtown Kalamazoo offers 
24-hour access to a nurse 
examiner who will provide a 
safe forensic examination in 
a non-hospital environment. 
These services are free and can 
be accessed by calling 269-342-
3036. The Counseling Center 
on campus also offers ongoing 
therapy to survivors of sexual 
violence, as well as advocacy 
and support groups. If you have 
questions, don't hesitate to email 
doreeg@kzoo.edu or call Doree 
Lipson at 337-7382. 
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New experiences: A Spaniard's take on American college life 
been lost by the flight 
company, and all I 
wanted to do was take 
a shower because I 
stunk. I remember the 
only stuff I had with 
me were the clothes I 
was wearing and my 
laptop, which wasn't 
of much use in those 
circumstances. 


I remember how 
I first got to my room 
and my roommate was 
sleeping because he 
had football practice 


Luis Tosina is an international student from Spain. early the following 


By Luis Tosina 
Contributor 


Since I first set my feet on American 
ground I realized that this is a much 
different place than I had thought at 
first. 


After a 26-hour fljght, I was 
completely exhausted, my luggage had 


Voices from afar: 


morning, I left and when I came back he 
was awake and helped me to set my bed 
and lent me his sheets and his stuff to 
take a shower, something I could never 
thank him enough for. 


After such a long trip, when I was 
tired and seeing everything in a more 
pessimistic way, this kindness made me 
feel more comfortable. 


Reflections of juniors on study abroad 
My host family is not the typical 


Kenyan family. My mother is the 
breadwinner and my father is a full
time student of theology. My family 
has been helpful in my adjustment 
and serves as a cultural reference. 


Like me, my family members 
are Born-again Christians, and our 
faith has been the single most uniting 
factor during our time together. I was 
encouraged by my Swahili professor 
to request a family with children 
my age because they help me get 
acquainted with the social scene, 
but my host-siblings, who are my 
age, have been of little help in this 
regard. 


One of the most difficult cultural 
adjustments that I've been faced 
with is constantly observing poverty. 
The United States socialized me to 
perceive poverty as self-inflicted. 
But when you see small innocent 
children covered in filth, begging 
for food and money, the American 
misconception of poverty as a self
inflicted consequence becomes 
irrational. Every day I pass by a 


slum on my way to campus and my 
heart is saddened to see how these 
precious people - who are members 
of our global family - are forced 
to live. Seeing poverty constantly, 
and not becoming numbed by it, 
has been a difficult challenge and 
adjustment. 


My second cultural adjustment is 
maintaining an attitude of a culture
crosser in a society that reveres 
U.S. urban culture. Among young 
Kenyans, I've noticed U.S. culture 
being used as a measuring device 
to indicate the progressiveness 
of individuals or other aspects of 
culture At times I find it difficult 
to penetrate the surface of Kenyan 
culture. 


In addition, before coming to 
Nairobi, I was told numerous times 
by past participants of this program 
that Kenyans would perceive me as 
Kenyan. However, it has been my 
experience that people can tell -
just by looking at me - that I'm a 
black American, and they are quite 
intrigued by my nationality. So it has 


The first things we did afterwards 
were to gotoJirnmy John's for something 
to eat and then to Waldo's for something 
to drink. We never thought we would 
repeat this so many times during the stay 
here but we were doing it, at least in this 
first month. 


In relation to this, to the Waldo's 
thing, I have a criticism to make against 
American laws, and I think most of you , 
if not all of you, will agree with me. I 
can't understand why you have to be 21 
to be able to be allowed in a bar and to 
have a beer while at the same time you 
can drive a car when you are 16 and you 
can carry a weapon, (damned second 
amendment) when you are 18. At least I 
am 22 and I don't have problems with it, 
but if I were younger I would be pissed 
off. 


Another thing that shocked me 
at the beginning, and I am not used to 
it yet, is the rhythm of work here. It is 
overwhelming! We were told that we 
were corning here to work hard, and I 
tried to prepare myself for this hard work 


because in Spain the college system is 
quite relaxed in comparison to here, at 
least in my degree. What they didn't 
tell me was that I would be living in the 
library. 


It is awesome how fast time goes 
by here; we are already in the sixth week 
and it seems to me that I came here two 
weeks ago. It's unbelievable. But bcing 
so busy has one advantage: there is no 
time to get bored. The disadvantage is 
that there is no time for anything apart 
from homework, labs, and things like 
that. The only way to escape from 
getting mad is to devote weekends to 
doing nothing but chilling, until Sunday 
night when we have to catch up with 
everything we have been putting off 
during the whole weekend. 


So I think that despite so many 
different customs and things, this is a 
cool place, and the people, most of them, 
are charming. They, you, are making 
our lives here easier and we already are 
friends with some very cool guys. So 
thanks for being so considerate with us. 


I 


Junior Amber Whittington (center) has bonded with her host family while studying in 
Nairobi, Kenya. Here she stands with.hem at the Jono Kenyatta International Airport. 


been an adjustment to be perceived 
as almost "semi-noble," because of 
my nationality, and yet maintain 
an effort of seeking to grasp and 
appreciate Kenyan culture - all 
while there is an effort by Kenya's 
younger generation to model black 
American culture. 


I love the emphasis placed 
on family and faith. Kenyans are 


dedicated to their families and this 
dedication is used to build unity; 
people are quite open with their 
faith. I hate the amount of pollution 
and filth in Nairobi. As a pedestrian 
at times I cringe at the amount to 
pollution, dust and dirt I breathe in 
every day. Finally, I dislike the lack 
of emphasis placed on sanitation. 


-- Amber Whittington. K '08. 
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Running a marathon: K style 
By Holly Catherine Gillis 
Staff Writer 


marathon in VIrginia Beach, the Nike's 
Women Marathon for Brest Cancer in 
San Francisco and the Disneyland half
marathon in California to name a few. 


student, time was a precious commodity 
not meant to be wasted. 


I could no longer allow the Ipng 
runs to consurne my day. Realizing that 


interpersonal relationships, they did not 
matter from 3:45 to 5:00 p.m. I was a 
runner. I am a runner. 


If you watched the news since 
Sunday morning at around 11 a.m., you 
will have seen the footage of the Kenyan 
who won the LaSalle Bank Chicago 
Marathon falling down to cross the finish 
line and completely missing the finish 
line banner. 


So on Sunday morning, 


Amidst the shock, you probably 
did not notice three of your fellow 
Kalamazoo College students who also 
ran the marathon. Ross Fletcher K'09, 
Alyson Chun, K'09, and I competed 
in Sunday's event - each marking 
personal bests. If you do not know who 
we are personally, we were the students 
who looked like 60-year-olds on Monday 
and Tuesday at the base of a staircase 
seriously contemplating whether the pain 
of the climb was worth the importance of 
class. 


Running a marathon is difficult, but 
running a marathon your sophomore year 
of college as a chemistry major is velY 
difficult. Trying to balance hill workouts 
with NMR readings and speed runs with 
making electrode sensors was no easy 
task. However, this balance proved to be 
advantageous. 


Marathon training is not like 
practicing for a team sport. An athlete who 
is a member of a team is encouraged by 
surrounding forces, and they experience 
the desires of their teammates thereby 
motivating them to work harder as to 
contribute to a group goal. 


the training schedule 
had been prescribed 
by experts who 
had yet to walk the 
cobblestone streets 
of our college, I 
quickly formulated 
a new plan: run 
as many miles as 
I could in an hour 
and fifteen minutes 
every day up hill at 
almost eight miles 
per hour. 


C ore 
strengthening had to 
be implemented and 
concentrated to get 
the most out of my 
time. Healthiereating 


Holly Catherine Gillis, K'09, ran the LaSalle 
Bank Chicago Marathon this past weekend. 


approaching 
Michigan Avenue 
in downtown 
Chicago, I realized 
that the impressed 
look I would see 
on other people's 
faces when I told 
them I finished 
in less than four 
hours would not 
define my run. 
My face and my 
aspirations are 
what would define 
it. I recommend 
that everyone do 
something that 
challenges their 
personal norms. Since the I 970s, running has 


become a hobby of many Americans 
with increased knowledge of its effects 
on cardiovascular strength, increased 
life span, and the healing effects exercise 
has on mental stability and overall well 
being. In turn, marathons have sprouted 
up all over the nation. 


Training for this marathon, my 
success depended entirely on my ability 
to push myself, every day for the 18 
weeks of training. With no coach and no 
one's desires but my own, it became my 
responsibility to work. My success would 
be the product of my work, and my work 
alone. 


Time was not an issue over the 
summer. While I worked 45 hours a 
week, I never had anything outside of 
work other than running. I could take as 
much time as I wanted to make the miles, 
not feeling any sort of pressure. However, 
returning in September, as for any K 


habits were necessary because everything 
I put in had to count and nothing could go 
in that would not be used productively. 


While giving me a little more 
temporary stress, I feel that the time 
constraints helped me to run the marathon 
at my fastest pace yet. With increased 
involvement in the college community, 
this was the time I had for me. Whatever 
factors imposed on my life, school or 


Perhaps a marathon is not for you, 
but in training, in races, and in life, I 
have learned that it is not what others 
think about you; it is what you think of 
yourself. 


Themed half and full marathons are 
now being run like the Country Music 
Marathon in Nashville, the Rock 'N' Roll 


Sports in brief: 
Volleyball, men's soccer 
Index Staff Reports 


After losing 3-0 to St. 
Mary's last Thursday, the 
women's volleyball team got 
a much-needed win against 
Albion in a big game on 
Saturday. 


K put up a 30-22 romp in 
the first game and it looked as if 
the Hornets were on their way to 
an easy victory. 


The Britons wouldn't go 
down quietly, though, forcing 
the Hornets to work hard for 
every point for the rest of the 
game, including the final points 
of the third match. 


But Kalamazoo wasn't 
about to let Albion steal this 


match away, especially one 
of this magnitude: Saturday's 
match served as both the 
Hornets' Homecoming and 
Senior Day game, and they 
were able to tough out two close 
games, 30-27 and 30-28 to run 
away with the victory. 


'The last couple points 
of the final ganle were really 
exciting and intense, and the 
crowd and the bench were going 
crazy," said Liz Okey, a senior 
captain. 


Okey and Karman Han1lin 
played their last matches at home 
on Saturday and both made 
major contributions toward the 
win. Hamlin had eight kills and 
three blocks while Okey pitched 


in 11 digs. 
'There was one point at the 


end of the game when Kannan 
and I looked at each other and 
kind of smiled because we knew 
this was the last game we'd play 
at home," Okey said. "But it 
was really nice to end the home 
season with a win, especially 
since we had a lot of support 
from the parents, alumni and 
fans at the game." 


The win brings K to 9-14 
(5-9 MIAA). They are tied for 
sixth place in the league with 
Tri-State. 


Junior outside hitter Mariah 
Frye led Kalamazoo with 14 
kills and also added 12 digs. 
Sophomore setter Megan Korc 
had 40 assists and junior Laura 
Winkler added 23 digs. 


In the St. Mary's game last 
Thursday, Frye led K with eight 
kil1s and WInkler had 24 digs. 


The Hornets have four 


Life and your existence is not 
determined by how others treat you. It 
is about how you respect yourself. 


Holly Catherine Gillis finished in 
3:57:26. 


games remaining in this regular 
season before the MIAA 
tournament begins on Monday, 
Oct. 30. 


The Hornets are excited for 
the playoffs begin and plan to 
go into the games with a clean 
slate. 


"We're going in not 
worrying about how we did or 
how other teams did in the past," 
Okey said. "We're going to play 
as if we've never seen them 
before and come out completely 
prepared." 


Men's Soccer 
The men's soccer team 


suffered two losses to league 
opponents last week, dropping 
them to 7-9 (5-5 MIAA). 


First-place Hope came to 
town on Wednesday, Oct. 18, 
and they showed the Hornets 
why they're atop the MIAA, 
trouncing K 6-1. 


The game's lone bright spot 
came when senior Brett Bullard 
knocked in his league-leading 
ninth goal. 


On Saturday at Albion, the 
soccer squad fell behind early 
when the Britons scored a goal 
in the fifth minute of the game. 


They didn't give up though, 
and were able to hold Albion 
scoreless for most of the rest of 
the game. Unfortunately, they 
were unable to produce any 
offense of their own. 


In the last six minutes of the 
game, the floodgates opened and 
Albion's David Knox knocked 
in two more goals in the span of 
45 seconds. 


As of Monday, the Hornets 
sat alone in fourth place at 5-5 in 
the league. 


They have two more 
home games left, with Alma 
on Saturday and Calvin on 
Wednesday. 


• 


• 


• 
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Make it six: Hornet football extends home winning streak 
By Roger Garfield 
Executive Editor 


Over the past two seasons, the 
Kalamazoo College football team 
has sent a message to the opposing 
teams it hosts at Angell Field: this 
is our house. 


The wins haven't always come 
easy. The Hornets won two nail
biters last year - each by only one 
point and they won a close one 
earlier this year versus Tri-State, 
as Jon Rea lifted them to a 33-30 
victory in double overtime with a 
20-yard field goal. 


in the first half, when Kalamazoo 
jumped out to a 17-0 lead, playing 
with a confidence that sorely lacked 
a week earlier in a 45-7 loss to 
Hope. 


"When we know that we have 
a home game, the team just has a 
different mindset," said junior 
Randy Rzeznik, who hauled in 
six grabs for 102 yards and two 
touchdowns-Tallman's main target 
on the afternoon. 


"We come out expecting to 
win." 


game. "It puts the defense on their 
heels. 1 give credit to the O-line and 
Johnston. " 


Spreading the love, 
Tallman completed 
passes to eight different 
receivers. Senior Mike 
Benson, healthy for 
the first time this year, 
had seven catches 
for 55 yards. Mike 
Leifeld and Jimmy 
Semelsberger each 
caught a touchdown 
- their fourth and 
third of the season, 
respectively. 


Shane Nolan six and Mike Herman 
had six tackles and an interception, 
his first of the season. 


Kalamazoo 
now sits at 2-4 
overall and is tied 
for third place in 
the MIAA with a 
record of 2-2. 


The "this is our house" creed 
held true again on Saturday, though, 
and this time there was no doubt. 
The Hornets jumped all over the 
Wisconsin-Lutheran Warriors from 
the get-go, eventually winning 31-
19 to extend their home winning 
streak to six before a lively orange
and-black Homecoming crowd. 


The Hornets also received a 
stellar performance from freshman 
running back Stephen Johnston, who 
ran for 119 yards on 16 carries. 


It was the first time a Hornet 
rusher had eclipsed the 100-yard 
mark on the season, something 
Rzeznik says is a big benefit not 
only because it eats up the clock, 
but it makes his job as a receiver 
easIer. 


Filling In for 
injured semor Tim 
Kaselitz who 
suffered anelbow injury 


Saturday, the 
Hornets head to 
Albion. The Britons 
are struggling at 
the moment, sitting 
at 1-3 in the league. 
However, they 
are the defending 
MIAA champions. Junior Randy Rzeznik 


scored two touchdowns in 
K's 31-19 win on Saturday. 


"We'd love to 
win our first road 
game in awhile 


and shake some things up in the 
MIAA," said Rzeznik. "We have a 
great chance to end up in second 
place. " 


Junior quarterback Jordan 
Tallman had his best game as a 
Hornet, connecting on 30 of his 47 
pass attemp.ts for 294 yards and four 
touchdowns. 


Two of his touchdowns came 


"When he can run that well, 
it opens up opportunities for us 
downfield," Rzeznik said. 


Tallman appreciated it, too. 
"It sure makes it a lot easier," 


Tallman said of the prolific run 


in Week 1 - Tallman is looking 
increasingly comfortable in the 
pocket as the season progresses. 
For his performance on Saturday, he 
was named MIAA Offensive Player 
of the Week. 


A sophomore triumvirate of 
defensive backs led the way In 


stopping the Warriors' attack. 
Steve Charon had eight tackles, 


• 


Kalamazoo has not won on the 
road since 2004. Tullman thinks 
it's about time. 


"It's wide open right now," he 
said. "We just need to step up our 
game." 


Hornet women's soccer undefeated In seven of last eight 
By Mike Leifeld 
Sports Editor 


The women's soccer 
team went six straight 
games without losing until 
Saturday, when they lost 
a heartbreaker to Hope In 


their Homecoming game 
After going 4-0-2 in 


their previous six games, 
the Hornets were unable to 
continue the streak against 
Hope, dropping them to 
8-5-2 on the year (2-3-2 
MIAA). 


"We had a lot of 
momentum going during 
that streak, especially after 
we beat Alma in double
overtime," said junior Aliza 
Caplan, the team's leading 
goal scorer. "And when we 
played Hope we thought we 
were going to win but after 


we took the lead early in 
the game, I think we got too 
complacent. " 


Early on, things were 
looking good for the girls as 
senior Elizabeth Hauslein 
chipped in a goal in the 
game's opening minutes on 
a pass from Kristen Jost. 


But Hope retaliated 
quickly, and the teams took 
a I-I tie into the half. 


The ladies grinded their 
way through the second half 
with neither team scoring 
until the 83,d minute, when 
Hope was able to knock in 
the game winner. 


The week wasn't all 
bad, though, as K beat 
Hanover 5-2 on Wednesday, 
Oct. 18. 


Hauslein scored twice 
and had an assist in the 
game. Kelly Lepper had a 


goal and an assist, and J ost 
and Kaplan scored as well. 


Lepper was 
recognized for the 
second time this season 
as the MIAA Player of 
the Week. Along with 
the goal and the assist 
against Hanover, she 
also had assists on five 
consecutive goals in 
a 7-0 win over UM
Dearborn on Sunday, 
Oct. 15. The five assists 
is a Kalamazoo College 
record. 


their league record to 3-3-2 
in their home finale. 


"We did a good job 
of controlling the ball in 
the middle of the field 
and playing it through 
to the forwards," said 
Lepper of her five
assist performance. 


Sophomore Kelly Lepper has been a gen
eral on the field for the Hornets all fall. 


Kalamazoo also beat 
Adrian on Oct. 24, improving 


The 
tournament 


Hornets 
play 


begin 
on 


Saturday. With seven teams 
that have between two and 


four losses, there's a 
clear chance to do some 
damage. The only clear 
favorite is Calvin. The 
Knights are perfect in the 
MlAA and they beat K 
3-0 earlier this season. 


''I'm excited for the 
tournament because the 
league is evening out 
and had gotten really 
competitive," Lepper 
said. 


"Anything can 
happen and anyone can 
win any game," added 
Caplan. "We're going to 
approach the games with 
an all-or-nothing attitude 
and leave everything 
on the field, especially 


since any game could be the 
last game for the seniors. 
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Art prof 
Lindley 
shows 
sculpture 
in NYC 
By Elayna Snyder 
Staff Writer 


After driving 722 miles, 
I finally am standing in the 
space - a small gallery in 
Greenwich Village. 


Looking around, my 
eyes don't know where to 
settle. To my right stand two 
large black pieces planted on 
white pedestals that appear 
to almost be floating. On my 
left are five shallow white 
boxes protruding from the 
wall holding smaller models 
of the cabinet-like furniture. 
As Professor Sarah Lindley's 
fulltime summer assistant, 
I stand mesmerized amidst 
her exhibition, 'Poppenhuis: 
RenderingDomesticDisplay' 
- the first to introduce her 
work the New York City art 
scene. 


Lindley's cabinet like 
furniture reflects 17"' and 
18"' century Dutch cabinet 
houses known as poppenhuis. 
Historically, these dollhouses 
were designed and filled 
by independent, wealthy 
women. 


"It offers questions 
of gender, class, control, 
morality, mystery and 
beauty," Lindley says. 


What is the meaning 
behind these women 
collecting these houses that 
so readily reflected their own? 
"Is their obsession an act of 
indulgence, an expression of 
> >Sculpture show: Page 4 
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laura Fox 1<'10 (right) as Mary and Jackie Ball K'07 as Martha in Festival Playhouse's production of 'The Secret Garden: 


An interdisciplinary marvel 
Curtain goes up tonight for musical 'The Secret Garden' 
By Holly Catherine Gillis 
Staff Writer 


It has been said that when 
one door closes, another opens. 
This metaphor is meant to 
express how in each of our 
lives, when an obstacle presents 
itself, often we will start a new 
path, leading us to undiscovered 
places and emotions. 


Ed Menta, director of ' The 
Secret Garden" and head of the 
theater department found this 
metaphor especially relevant 
in staging and expressing the 
complex journey of Mary 
Lennox, the lead character 
in 'The Secret Garden," and 
the intimate relationships 
that complicate the plot and 
fascinate the audience. Staging 
of the musical revolves around 
the choreographed movement of 


five doorways. 
The plot surrounds the 


story of Mary, a young girl 
living in India whose parents 
die of cholera. She is uprooted 
from her home in India where 
she grew up and is planted in 
her uncle's home in the English 
countryside - desperate for 
love, resolution, and closure. 


"[The production] has been 
a real challenge in every possible 
way in terms of imagination, 
patience, artistically," Menta 
said 


The play's name stems 
from a garden on the grounds 
of an English manor that was 
closed off with the death of 
Mary's aunt. The plot thickens 
as the mystery of the garden 
grows and the discovery of the 
powers of the garden present 
themselves. 


The play was chosen based 
on the recommendation of the 
Student Advisory Committee 
last year. Having done the 
musical before, faculty chose it 
because of its challenging score. 


'The musical score was 
more like an opera," Menta 
said 


Musicals require a more 
complex infrastructure than a 
spoken play. Menta said this 
musical was special because "it 
is interdisciplinary" - all of the 
departments in Light Fine Arts 
Building are involved. 


Jim Turner leads the cast 
in the vocal performance while 
the art department contributed 
sculpture. Dr. Tan of the 
psychology department also 
spoke with the cast about the 
developmental psychology that 
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Room for 
new ghosts 
Stetson crypt 
renovated to 
Hoben s liking 
By Jillian McLaughlin 
Staff Writer 


'The students say there 
are ghosts in the place," 
wrote Robert Dewey, dean 
of the chapel in 1986. 
Dewey referred to the crypt, 
the small chapel built by 
architect Aymar Embury 
beneath Stetson Chapel in 
1931. 


Walking in, the crypt 
reminds one of a Catholic 
church; incense burns and a 
rendering of the VIrgin Mary 
greets guests. Before the 
crypt housed bookshelves, 
kitchen cabinets, and a few 
janitorial items. 


Dr. Ashcroft 
commissioned artists to 
erect hanging candleholders, 
and stars are painted on the 
ceiling, renrirUscent of an 
Italian cathedraI. 


Unveiled a few weeks 
ago after renovations, the 
crypt is now a place for 
students to meditate and 
pray. 


"It seems to me there 
aren't enough places on this 
campus for people to be 
quiet, to ask big questions, 
to breathe. It adds a space 
for doing that," said Dr. 
Mary Ellen Ashcroft, the 
college chaplain. 


Students now can 
come in, lie their shoes on 
the mat outside, and close 
the door for solitude. The 
shoes indicate the room is in 
use and students are not to 
be disturbed. 


> >(rypt: Page 3 
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KATE'S PEOPLE 
Name: Annika Sw;anne 
Koch 
Birthday: May 3, 198~ 
Hometown: Bonn, GemlallY 
Residence: Trowbridge 50 
Studies: Major in American 
language and literature. mi
nors m English language and 
literature and political science 
with an emphasis in interna
tional politics 
Gasses: Contemporary So
cial Issues, General Psychol


ogy, Foreign Language Teaching Methodology 
Activities: TA for Geffilall 201 and 203. College Singers, 
Woodward, Chapel 


Favorites: 
Smell: Wood burning 
Texture: I find myself playing with edges a lot, like the 


sides of pennies, rings, zippers and the backs of earrings. 
Childhood toy: My thesaurus: I got it in the third grade 


when I started studying English and I began revising all my 
papers. My teachers loved my eloquence and word choices; 
there is always a word that fits perfectly. I still love my the
saurus; I now have one for American English, British Engli~h 
and German. 


Article of clothing: Bracelets. specifically my silver Ethi
opian one my best friend's family gave me for Christmas. 


Song: The soundtrack to 'Amelie.' by Yarm Tiersen. 
Professor: Professor Dr. Barbara Sclunidt-Haberkamp, 


British English department, home university in BOI1l1. 
Campus spot: The Cavern. in the chapel basement 


If you were an animal cracker, what would you be and 
why? 1'd be the giraffe, because I am tall, I am a natural 
blonde, and I have brown eyes and a long neck. Abo, people 
say I move like a dancer. posture-wise, because I walk very 
straight, like a giraffe. 
List three adjevtives your friends would use to describe 
you: Discliplined, frank, eloquent, theatrical. 
List three adjectives you would use to describe yourself: 
Discliplined, smart-ass, eloquent. 
What are your passions? Poetry, the five senses-meaning 
taking in life not just through sight and sound but through 
smelling and feeling as well, observing people-that is some
thing I could do for hours, philosophizing, photography. 
What is the best thing you've learned at K outside of class? 
I have rediscovered my passion for the arts. 
If you could change one thing about the world, what 
would it be and why? I would send everyone on a two-year 
academic journey around the world. to Africa, through India, 
around Europe. to Australia, to learn different languages, ex
perience different cultures, broaden horizons. I feel that this 
would automatically eliminate so nlally prejudices, open so 
many minds to other visions of the world. 


-compiled by Kate Boehm. Executive EditOl: 
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Downtown parade sparks holiday cheer 
By Julie Knopp 
Staff Writer 


Endless candy, rousing 
music, and gargantuan 
balloons enchanted packs of 
people, buzzing with 
community pride, who 
lined Kalamazoo's 
crisp downtown streets 
Saturday to kick off the 
holiday season. 


I was like, 'not like that, you're 


not. '" 
'"The parade gave my 


family something nice to do as a 
group," said llana G. Krescb, an 
18-year-old Kalamazoo College 


wings. 
The "Pirates of the 


Caribbean" float, the "Peanuts"
themed Hackett band, and a 
towering snoWDlall balloon were 
among the attractions that most 


delighted the crowd. 
Sponsors included 
AAA of Michigan, 
AGA Gas, and Bronson 
Healthcare. 


"Candy! The 
candy was the best!" 
said one boy, describing 
his favorite part of the 
parade. 


The parade started 
in the pfizer parking 
lot on Lovell Street and 
dazzled bystanders in 
downtown Kalamazoo 
from approximately 
11:15 a.m. to 12:45 
p.m. Saturday, boasting Santa and others paraded through Kalamazoo. on Saturday 


"You'd think they 
would have bad enough 
candy with Halloween 
just a few days ago," 


its greatest draw of more than 
3,400 participants in 44 years 
of tradition, according to 
Downtown Kalamazoo Inc. 


'"The kids were up really 
early; they were so excited," 
one father said. '"They bad 
already rummaged through all 
of their clothes trying to dress 
themselves. They were like, 
'we're going to the parade! 
We're going to the parade!' And 


student from Farmington Hills, 
Mich., who attended the parade 
during Family Weekend. 


The parade delivered the 
traditional necessities including 
fire trucks, marching bands, 
and of course, Santa Claus. 
However, the parade also 
consisted of many eccentric 
surprises, including a baby pig in 
a blanket, a backwards-bicycling 
clown, and dogs sporting angel 


Josepb E. Gaudie, a 37-year-old 
truck driver from Kalamazoo, 
said as his daughter scampered 
toward a pile of candy thrown 
onto the street. 


As Tootsie Rolls appeased 
the children, unicyclers and 
drummers awed adults. 
However, a jubilant Santa and a 
beaming Mrs. Claus left adults 
and children alike ready to 
embrace the spirit of the holiday 


BSO shows 'Idlewild,' seniors scavenge 
By Julie Nguyen 
Contributor: Student Commission 


Black Student Organization 
"Idlewild" starring OutKast 
Friday, Nov. 10, 2006 
Dalton Theatre, 8 p.m., $3 


The Black Student 
Organizallon invites the 
campus community to take a 
break and watch "Idlewild," 
a movie starring the popular 
rappers of OutKast. Set 
III the Prohibition-era 
American south, a performer 
and club owner fight to keep 
rights to bis joint against 
gangsters while a piano 
player struggles to make a 
decision between his father 
and his love. "Idlewild" 
reminds the audience to keep 
chasing after and reachrng 
for their dreams despite all 


the bardships and struggles 
they migbt endure. 


"Idlewild" was not 
sbown in the Kalamazoo 
10 movie theatre. Many 
students had been looking 
forward to the movie and 
were disappointed to find that 
it was not being shown. So 
BSO stepped in to offer wbat 
tbe community couldn't. 
Timasba Woods K'07, 
president of BSO, wanted 
something fun offered for 
the students to enjoy. 


"BSO wants students to 
come out, relax, and breathe 
after a long eight weeks 
of academics," she said. 
Start your weekend off by 
watcbing a fun and diverse 
cast act out to a screenplay 
written by OutKast's own 
Andre 3000 on Friday nigbt. 


Senior Grad Committee 
Senior Road Rally 
Friday, Nov. 17, 2006 
Dewing Commons, 5 - 8 p.m. 


ATTENION SENIORS: 
The mucb anticipated annual 
Senior Road Rally is just a 
week away from skidding 
off the end of the quarter. 
Enjoy d scavenger hunt 
looking for clues around the 
Kalamazoo area with the 
best of your friends. Prizes 
will be offered to the team 
with tbe most points and also 
for the most creative group 
Xerox sbot from Kinkos. 
After the grueling rally is 
over, head back to Dewing 
Commons for a great catered 
meal from Qdoba. Look for 
the registration form in your 
cmail or you can pick one up 
at Beaner's. 
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'Women and Education' panel provides setting for openness 
By Katie Prout 
News Editor 


Fifty women poured into the 
Olmsted Room on Nov. I to listen 
to Drs. Espelencia Baptiste, Karyn 
Boatwright, and Ashley McDowell voice 
their perspectives on what it's like to be 
a woman in the educational system at 
Kalamazoo College. 


''Tonight there might be the 
expectation of 'mean men griping' to 
come from tonight's discussions, but I 
have been lucky. I have had very little 
experience of (patriarchal abuse] in my 
discipline," said McDowell. 


Sponsored by both POWER and 
the WRC, this panel on "Women and 
Education" offered each woman a forum 
to speak from her unique vantage point, 
often differing from the discourse of other 
panel members. McDowell spoke on her 
interest in women and communication 
styles in academic arenas, both in what 
people expect and perceive women 
professors to be. 


"Women need to master the un
master-able," McDowell said, stating 
that female professors need to possess 
both "masculine" and "feminine" traits 


to meet the expectations and gain the 
respect of their students. 


Boatwright related to the audience a 
theory that she said has guided her for the 
past 25 years. Called the relational cultural 
theory, it states that women identify and 
learn through relationships with mutual 
"nurturing" or "loving" characteristics. 
Because these characteristics are 
associated with females in our society, 
said Boatwright, they are devalued in 
most settings, including classrooms. 


''Nurturing, love, connection, 
politeness, friendship, mutual empathy, 
communication with others: we need 
to reclaim these parts of our identity," 
Boatwright said. ''These are values we 
need to re-embrace." 


Boatwright tried to incorporate 
these attitudes into her teaching methods 
when she arrived at K by circling chairs 
instead of keeping them in lecture style 
rows, bringing in baked goods, and in 
general bringing "emotions along with 
the intellect" to the classroom. After a 
couple of years, Boatwright found the 
scorn from her male peers to be too 
overwhelming. 


"I gave up," she said. "I tried to 
gain the respect of colleagues by being 


'traditional,' but I was disingenuous. I 
didn't stay true to myself After a couple . 
of years, I had to go back. I stayed 
true, and noticed over time that peers 
didn't have as much negative feelings 
towards my way of teaching. Now, 
male colleagues bake cookies with their 
students at their house." 


Baptiste had a different story 
altogether. As a Haitian woman, she 
said she deals with both sexist and racist 
standards. 


"Women too have hierarchies," she 
said. "To fight one we have to fight all." 


At K, she said she was not the 
"norm" of what a professor was 
supposed to look like. 


"I was not expected. I was not real," 
said Baptiste. 


Kelsay Myers K'07, a co-leader 
of POWER, promoted the forum as 
a conscious raising event, hoping to 
provide a safe welcoming space for 
tough topics to be broached. 


"We wanted to promote honesty 
and comfort, so maybe people would 
feel better speaking up," said Myers. 


At times, the audience was 
invited to ask questions or share their 
own personal experiences. Keyontay 


Humphries K'08 was one student who 
asked several questions in the evening 
about the difficulty in including men in 
feminist discussions. 


In particular she appreciated what 
Baptiste had to say. 


"We get so caught up in women's 
issues that we forget we are so diverse," 
she said. 


Naseem Mazloom K'09 walked 
away enlightened but more closely 
aware of the problems she sees as a 
student in her own classroom. 


"It made me think of how frustrated 
I am in one class in particular, where 
every day the [ female] professor is 
undermined," Mazloom said. "I try to do 
something about it and I feel undermined. 
The classroom is split up about 50/50 
women and men, but because of that, it 
feels like more men." 


To change the environment of 
the classroom for both professors and 
students, Boatwright said that all need 
to be cognizant of the dialogue of the 
classroom and its meaning. 


''The personal is political," she said. 
''Try to set up a microcosm of a perfect 
world. Think: do I want the world to 
exist this way?" 


Crypt: Result of Hoben's dream of reflection, discussion space on campus 
From Front 


Dan Mitler K' 10 meditates 
in the crypt daily for 45 
minutes. 


"Usually I sit, I meditate, 
and then I read a little bit 


. afterwards," said Mitler. 
Mitler thought when he 


arrived at K he would be able 
to meditate in his room, but 
he found the chapel is quieter. 
"[Meditating] gives me clarity 
of mind and helps with my 
general understanding of how 
the world works," said Mitler. 


The story of the crypt 
is also the story of Dr. Allan 
Hoben, president of Kalamazoo 
from 1922-1935. A 2002 
issue of 'Lux Esto' called 
Hoben "arguably the college's 
greatest president and most 
eloquent writer." The mantra of 
Kalamazoo as a "fellowship in 
learning" was first introduced by 
Hoben. He envisioned a college 
where faculty and students 


collaborated extensively and 
the chapel was a path to that 
idea. 


Hoben commissioned the 
crypt. 


He wrote to Embury, "I 
hardly care how small this 
room may be just so it gives a 
sense of quiet and is conducive 
to meditation." 


Hoben intently focused 
on the crypt, which he called 
the "little chapel," exchanging 
more letters with Embury. 


"Your response to the 
little chapel is so sincere and 
generous that I have no words 
to express my appreciation. I 
should be delighted to see you 
and to have the pleasure of a 
glimpse of the little chapel as 
you have designed it," he wrote 
in February, 1931. 


The plans underwent 
several modifications, but 
Hoben and Embury preserved 
the original idea behind the 


"little chapel." 
"My understanding of 


your conception is that you 
want a place which 
would have a distinctly 
emotional appeal but 
in the quietest possible 
way; not in any sense 
gloomy or concerned 
with eternal damnation 
and which would be 
gentle and cheerful and 
sober," wrote Embury 
March, 1931. 


Hoben felt so 
connected with the 
crypt that he requested 
his ashes be buried 
there. Although his 
ashes have been 
relocated, they resided 
ill the crypt for 


to develop ideas through 
reflection and dialogue with 
God. 


Photo! Jillian 


this whole notion of a campus 
community was so central to 
him," said Dr. Robert Stauffer, 


professor of sociology 
who has studied 
Hoben. 


When writing 
about the crypt, 
Dewey referred not to 
actual ghosts, but the 
legacy that the crypt 
provides the campus. 
He concluded: "Yes, 
there are ghosts 
around. Thank 


decades. The newly restored crypt in the Cavern in Stetsons basement 


God! Good ghosts, 
who guide what the 
Chapel is and does 
today, who press it to 
be active and faithful 
and concerned for 
each individual and 
the public good as 
well; ghosts who The chapel was 


a place Hoben wanted faculty 
and students to meet to discuss 
ideas, the crypt was a place 


"He just saw the cbapel as 
a kind of central meeting place 
for the campus community and 


will not leave us alone until 
we honor them by fashioning 
more ghosts for the future." 
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'Borat' film sure to elicit plenty of laughs, cringes 
By TJ Kosinski 
Index Staff 


introducing us to the village 
rapist and his sister, the fourth 
most popular prostitute in the 
country. 


- that this is a mockumentary 
and that Borat is not really who 
he appears to be. 


Even more satisfying is 
the rodeo promoter who allows 
Borat to smg the national 
anthem. Borat is met with 


and falls in love with Pamela 
Anderson. He then decides to 
travel across America in a run
down ice cream truck (the only 
thing he can afford) to meet 
"Pah-Mella" and make "love 
explosion. " 


"My country send me to 
United States to make movie
film. Please, come and see my 
film. If it not success, I will be 
execute." 


The film crew finds a group 


This line from "Borat: 
Cultural Learnings of America 
for Make Benefit Glorious 
Nation of Kazakhstan" marks 
an opening salvo of uproarious 
satire and comedic styling. 


Then it's off 
to New York City, 
where Borat's lack 
of sophistication gets 
a workout. He starts 
unpacking his luggage 
in the hotel elevator, 
chases pedestrians 
across Manhattan 
streets, and accidentally 
releases a live chicken 
from his handbag 
during a subway ride. 


Apparently, Cohen 
stayed in character 
nearly 24 hours a day 
while making this 
improvisational movie, 
which meant that 
anybody heencountered 


thunderous applause 
when he tells a crowd 
that he hopes "Premier 
Bush drinks the blood 
of every man, woman, 
and child in Iraq." 


Borat later gets 
"converted" while 
attending a Pentecostal 
service at a Southern 
super-church, where 
its members are truly 
grateful that this 
stranger in their midst 
has been saved. It could 
be one of the single 
most cynical moments 
ever captured on film. 


"Borat" is 


Later, Borat and his 
producer, the obese, bearded 
Azamat (Ken Davitian), fight 
over Borat's fixation. This leads 
to a naked wrestling match that 
spills out of their room, down 
the hall, into an elevator, and 
into a botel ballroom filled 
with a group of businessmen 
and their wives. 


Finally, Borat crashes one 
of Anderson's book signings, 
attempting to stuff her into 
an oversized pillowcase. She 
convincingly displays panic 
and fear - quite possibly the 
finest work of her career. 


Created by the twisted 
mind of British comedian 
Sacha Baron Cohen, "Borat" 
claims to be a documentary film 
made by Borat Sagdiyev, a TV 
journalist from Kazakhstan. 
Borat, armed with a mustached 
grIll, broken English, and 
political incorrectness, first 
appeared on Cohen's HBO 
comedy senes "The Ali G 
Show." 


The film begins in Borat's 
native town. Borat proudly 
gives us an extravagant tour, 


was a target for his improv. 
Outlandish situations cannot 
help but ensue. None of the 
"regular" people interviewed 
in the film are in on the joke 


of feminists sitting down to be 
interviewed by Borat, only to 
watch them storm off when he 
expresses his own misogynist 
views of sexual equality. 


essentially a collection 
of comedic encounters held 
together by a paper-thin 
plot. During his first night 
in America, Borat watches 
a "Baywatch" rerun on TV 


With its cringe-worthy 
antics, "Borat" is sure to offend 
as many as it delights. It might 
also just be one of the funniest 
movies ever made. 
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Sculpture show: Lindley'S work on display in NYC 
From Front 
power, or a quest for perfection?" Lindley 
asks, She believes art to be about asking 
these types of questions. 


'''Through looking, we search for 
answers to innumerable questions'" 
she says, "Art at its best questions the 
answers we think we have found." 


While cabinet furniture seems to 
have a direct function, Lindley creates her 
pieces in a way that forces us to question 
the actual function of the poppenhuis. She 
creates her pieces without their drawers 
or contents. With this absence the viewer 
is invited to imagine what might reside in 
the space while questioning its original 
function, Creating these pieces out of clay 
rather than wood also raises questions of 
function, as they are no longer durable 
pieces of furniture, 


We discussed these aspects of 
function (and non-function) as we created 
the work over the summer. Lindley 
allowed me to work on my own model, 
which gave me the opportunity to fully 
experience her work and grapple with 
the questions she sought to ask. She 
stressed 'the importance that I not only 


understand how the work is made, but 
also how to see the work. Furthermore, 
Lindley discussed 
the element of 
touch involved in 
her work. 


''It IS 


important," she 


understood these concepts throughout the 
work as a whole. What originally seemed 


to be an obsession 
to detail now 
seems relevant. 


Entering the 
gallery I become 
two people, I am 
the maker and I 
am the viewer. I 
am able to see 
the work for the 
first time as a 
whole without the 
clutter that had 
once 
the 
parts. 


surrounded 
dismantled 
In addition 


says, "to leave 
the touch visible 
as it is part of the 
trans forma tion 
of the material. 
Because it is clay, 
there will always 
be evidence of 
the hand. That 
evidence connects 
the maker to the 
object adding 
identity to the 
work." 


I began to 
understand these 


Photo/Elayna 


Lindley's seemingly intentional simplicity 
draws attention to detail in her sculpture work, 


to this view, I 
have the intimate 
understanding 
of the process of 
creation. My new 
understanding 


concepts within the creation process for 
each part of the piece. It wasn't until I 
went to the gallery in NYC and saw the 
pieces in their intended setting that I fully 


of the work as a whole has allowed me 
to further contemplate the questions the 
work asks of its viewers the questions 
that Lindley believes to compose her art. 
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Musical: Student cast and crew shine in stellar show 
From Front with all of these people ... the best at 


what they do. It's amazing. I'm really 
proud of all of them." 


are forced into maturity by layering their 
characters, an impressive feat. 


Vocally and theatrically, the score 
takes place within the play, and Dr. Bill 
Evans leads an orchestra that is arguably 
the silent hero of the production. 


comes alive in the second half with 


The score and the conducting 
of Evans complement the orchestra 
beautifully and enhance the performers on 
the forestage. Evans highlights, without 
overpowering the actors, the talents of 
his orchestra: its blend, its omarnentation, 
and its balance between intellect and 
emotion. 


"I compare it to mountain climbing: 
one slip and it's a catastrophe," Evans 
said. "In any production there are mini
fires, and it is my job to put them out." 


Theater major Tyler Greene K'07 
is working as an assistant director on the 
play, and he's impressed with how the 
different disciplines have collaborated. 


With such a large cast and crew -
more than 70 students are contributing to 
the production - stage manager Andrea 
Visco says the challenge for her is "the 
size of the company." 


Of the large cast, several shine 
brightly. 


Mary's first friend at the manor, 
Dickon, is played by Chris Froseth K'07, 
a veteran of the theater department. His 
tone seems effortless and mature, and 
has a realistic expressiveness which lacks 
elsewhere in the production. 


Ben Harpe K'09 is a powerful tenor 
as Archibald Craven who confidently 
expresses the complexity ofhis character's 
troubled past. The variety ofhis character 
allows Harpe to show his vocal range as 
well as his range of emotion. Watch for 
his solo in "A Bit of Earth." 


Alsonoteworthy 
are Ryan Fark K'09, 
playing Dr. Craven, 
and Alex Clothier 
K'09, playing Ben 
Weatherstaff. Fark's 
voice booms with 
his character's 
sentiments of 
remorse and passion. 
The clarity of his 
voice is reminiscent 
of old Broadway and 
his blending with 
Harpe is unmatched 
elsewhere ill the 
production. Clothier 
gives a levelheaded 
portrayal of the 
gardener. While a 
musical like this can 
be depressing and 


Photo! Will Walkington 
Chris Froseth K'D? as Dickon in K's 
production of 'The Secret Garden.' 


Martha, played with 
gusto by Jackie 
Ball K' 07, instilling 
hope in young 
Mary. The audience 
will see how the 
characters begin to 
heal physically and 
emotionally as times 
goes by. 


The show opens 
tonight at 8 in Balch. 
Tickets are $1. It is 
the 43«1 installment 
of the "Stories 
Staged" series. 


'The Secret 
Garden" is also 
playing Friday and 
Saturday at 8 p.m., 
and Sunday at 2 
p.rn. Tickets are $15 


'The great part of the show is that 
everyone has something to contribute and 
each person comes forth each night with 
commitment to the roles and in doing that 
they bring something to the production," 
Greene said. "I have a chance to work 


Mary, played by LauraFoxK' 10, and 
Colin, played by Sarah Ludwinski K'09, 
both demonstrate how their characters 


fantastical, Clothier adds humor 
gives the manor a sense of reality. 


and for adults and $10 for students. It carries 
LAC and first-year forum status. 


By Julie Meredith Davis 
Contributor: Counseling Center 


Emotional eating: what is 
it and how do you know if you 
do it? Consider the following 
questions: do you tum to salty 
or sweet food when you feel 
frustrated, disappointed, angry, 
stressed or sad? Or, does food 
give you comfort? If you 
answered yes, then you are an 
emotional eater. 


The problem with 
emotional eating is that the 
comfort offered by the food 
binge is only temporary. Sadly, 
the comfort ends once you have 
consumed and digested. The 
presenting issues, stressors, 
problems and emotions that led 
to the emotional eating are still 
"alive and well" and unresolved. 
Unfortunately, the only real 
lasting results of emotional 
eating are those of emotional 
instability, guilt, shame, and, 
potentially, obesity. 


Now that you know what 
emotional eating is and, more 
importantly, that you do it, what 


From the Counseling Center: Emotional Eating 
can you do to stop? 


First and foremost, you 
must love yourself. This means 
love the you that binges and is 
overweight, love the you that 
is afraid and uncertain. You 
need to accept your shame, 
guilt, anger, grief, fear, and 
fat. When you do that, without 
judging yourself or berating 
yourself, you begin the process 
of recreating your reality. 
You begin changing what has 
always been into something 
new and unknown. In doing 
so, it doesn't really matter what 
you've done because you begin 
to realize that you are loveable, 
that you deserve love, and that 
you deserve health. 


Having accepted the whole 
you, you need to assume the 
role of an objective spectator 
for about a week. Keep track 
of when you eat and note if 
you were or were not actually 
hungry. At the end of this 
time banter with yourself, 
examining the trigger that 
led to your emotional eating. 
Search for the thought, stressor, 


conflict, disappointment, fear 
or anger. that led you to eat 
when you weren't hungry. This 
information will help you to 
recognize your triggers and 
allow you to begin creating more 
healthy coping mechanisms. 


During your week you 
will undoubtedly identify 
numerous triggers. First, you 
may recognize your need 
for perfection. Forget about 
perfection. You reside in an 
imperfect world with imperfect 
expectations and beliefs. 
Ideal bodies, ideal weights, 
ideal anythings are subject 
to the opinions of imperfect 
individuals. Life is not rigid, 
comprised of absolutes, but 
rather fluid and subject to the 
hopes and dreams of each 
imperfect individual. 


When you've identified 
your triggers you can begin 
the healing process. You have 
identified the emotion, but 
now you need to discover the 
underlying motivation for the 
reaction. In doing so, you can 
begin rewriting the tapes that 


play in your head telling you 
to grab the bag of chocolate 
or chips instead of confronting 
a given situation. You could 
consider sharing your triggers 
with others or writing about 
them. You might even consider 
coming to the counseling center 
for help. Instead of eating, ask 
yourself what is going on. 
Have the feeling. Examine the 
feeling. Don't run away from it. 
Strive to build your self-esteem, 
as self-confidence will better 
allow you to fully experience 
your feelings as well as to 
express your feelings, opinions, 
and preferences. 


You will also need to find 
different methods of nurturing 
yourself. For instance, visualize 
a pot of miniature pink roses. 
They are beautiful and willful, 
needy and difficult. If left 
without proper nutrition, their 
radiance fades and dies. You, 
like the roses, need to properly 
nurish your body, mind, and 
spirit. If you deny sustenance 
to any facet of your being, you 
begin to fade and die just like 


the roses. Listen to yourself and 
give what is needed. Allow the 
whole you to be nurished and 
the emotional reaction to eat 
will gradually dissipate. 


As you search for 
alternative methods of 
nurishment, allow yourself to 
be open to receving intimacy. 
Simply let people into your 
circle of trust. Often, intimacy 
(emotional engagement and 
stimulation) is what emotional 
eaters are truly craving. Give 
yourself permission to risk 
becoming someone's friend 
and, just as significant, to allQw 
that person to really become 
your friend. 


As you heal you will also 
need to find, create, and define 
your boundaries. Defining 
what is true for you without the 
influence of others allows you 
the privilege of self-creating. In 
fact, by self-determining what 
you will and won't allow in 
your life, you have established 
a clear field of power around 
you that others will come to 
respect. 
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New student organization Cirque de K tumbles on to campus 
By Lauren Trager 
Features Editor 


K'1O twirled baton for her high and gymnastics; essentially, the 
school color guard. Another, Joe two become human ladders. 
Lemien, K' 1 0, did martial arts Their lean, muscular bodies 


Ever wanted to quit school for most his life. Riccardi, who support one another as Huckabay 
and join the circus? lived far away from his private climbs into intricate poses on 


Before sending your mother high school, used to juggle in his her partner. During rehearsal, 
into cardiac arrest, consider backyard for entertainment All the two must be spotted by 
joining Cirque de K, the new other troupe members and 
student organization created take frequent breaks from 
for lovers of juggling, the demanding work. They 
twirling, jumping, swirling, discuss moves, but Huckabay 
dancing, and climbing. And ultimately choreographs. As 
general circus rowdiness. a major motivation for his 


The group, created by participation, Lemien jokes: 
sophomores Vmnie Riccardi "I get to have Sophie climb 
and Michelle Miller, all over me." 
replaces last year's Unicycle Rehearsing in Markin 
club and mimics "Cirque Racket Center, having been 
de Solei." The group brings kicked out of the gym earlier 
new meaning to clowning in the quarter, someone grabs 
around on campus. a few rackets. Suddenly, 


"We basically just hang balls are being juggled and 
out and have tim for two batted across the room. The 
hours," Riccardi said as experience necessitates keen 
he flipped and tossed a yo- peripheral vision as things fly 
yo-like contraption called Members of Cirque de K practice. through the air; sometimes 


The Diablo. In the background, are learning new skills. you get hit. 
members whirled Devil Sticks, 'There was a circus club But there's camaraderie 
tossed brightly-colored balls at my high school," Sophie evident amongst the performers, 
into the air, or stretched out for Huckabay K'1O said, as she as they goof around looking for 
acrobatics. bent into a stretch before her 


The troupe prepares for partner acrobatics routine. "I did 
their first public appearance, 
scheduled before Monkapult 
Friday of ninth week 


Sometimes numbering up 
to 15 and comprised mostly of 
first-years and sophomores, the 
group assembles performers 
with unique talents. One 
participant, Anna Williams, 


House of Cards By Caleb Waldron 


some projects on static trapeze, 
Spanish web, and silks. I've 
never done partner acrobatics 
before, but it uses a lot of the 
same muscles." 


Huckabay and first-year Joe 
Lemien together perform partner 
acrobatics, a complex routine 
combining elements of dance 


new stunts. 
'There's a big emphasis 


on ensemble, trust, and group 
interaction," Riccardi said. 
"When there are more people 
here, we play theater games. 
After practices sometimes we've 
gone out to eat." 


But the group strives at 
inclusivity, encouraging others 
to join. "We don't care if you 


only come once and never come 
again," Riccardi said. "It's all 
about having tim." 


During this particular 
rehearsal, Caleb Waldron K' 10 
pokes his head in and asks 
about the group. Before long, 
he's juggling bean bags with 
Riccardi. 


Sophomore Rob 
Klugerman heads The Childish 


Games Commission and sees 
Cirque de K as an extension of 
the hilarity, encouraging light
hearted tim amongst the busy 
routines at K.. "I've never been 
very good at juggling. But it 
provides a really good release 
from all the stress." 


So the next time you want 
to throw your books across the 
room, perhaps you should try 


opportunities expanded 


If you're commItted to expanding customer relaoonshtpS and care about doing 
what's nght for your custom€'(, we want you to JOIn our lnt1()\tatrve team today 


KALAMAZOO IS NOW SEEKING 
fULL-TIME CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESlNTATIVES 


• E)(crting OpportUnitIes In a Prof~slonal Working EnYlronment 
• Startmg Pay Rate of 110.50 Per Hour Plus Incentives 
• Variety of Shifts Available 
• ComprehensIVe Benefits & 4OHK} Plan 
• Education AssIStance Program 


To JOon our team. please call 1-800-605-J085 
or apply 001"", at www.nationaicity.greatjob.net 


Ideal candidates WII helve ex.penence IdentifYing solutionS 
for existing and prospectIVe customers Oirect sales expenence preferred 
Candidate Will operate PC wtule talking on phone 


National City. 
NationalCity com 1 0 Ni1.~ CIty Ccxpor.-ttOne 
"'-llOIfc.pc.-........, .. -anbonb .. h~ .. ~~N-...Iar, __ "" .... 
_f,I ... H_b ...... ~"-"'OIr......,.CIIICIGIIIi ......... ~.ng--. 







Voices The Index 


Voices from afar: 
Reflections of juniors on study abroad 


I am of the belief that Turkey is a 
country of contrasts. 


It is a country strong with Islamic 
moral traditions, yet politically dominated 
by strict secularists. On campus, students 
dressed in American and European 
name-brand clothes mingle with students 
wearing headscarves (although the 
headscarfis forbidden in school buildings 


the room stays pristine and that his bare 
feet essentially never touch the floor. 


It is a country with an incredible 
amount of national pride, but with very 
few prominent leaders toward which to 
funnel that nationalism. Turkish flags 
are everywhere. Small flags fly from 
apartment balconies and dorm windows, 
and large flags drape 10 stories down 20-
story high buildings. 
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a huge controversy in Turkey). Here, 
pork is essentially non-existent except for 
a small section in the larger grocery stores 
with warning labels plastered everywhere. 
Yet, despite this obedience to Islamic 
rule, alcohol is consumed freely. In fact, 
Turkey has its own national drink, Rala. 


It is a country where the "public
space" (the streets, hallways, and public 
bathrooms) is filthy, while the "private
space" (the home, the office, and the 
dorm room) is immaculately clean. My 
roommate, Ham.za, is the epitome of the 
cleanliness of the "private-space." With 
his pair of shoes for wearing outside, his 
pair of slippers for wearing around the 
dorm building, and his pair of sandals for 
wearing only in the room, he ensures that 


Here, Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk, 
the first president and revered general 
of Turkey is ever-present. It is hard to 
describe what Atatiirk is to someone who 
has never been to Turkey. It is almost as if 
since his death in 1938hehas been deified. 
A statue ofhim stands in every town and 
city, large and small. His picture hangs in 
every room, classroom, barbershop, etc. 
In fact, one can be imprisoned in Turkey 
for insulting Atatiirk. Yet, in a country so 
eager to celebrate itself and its past leader, 
it is hesitant to embrace the new. 


Photo/Levent 
Junior Levent Sipahi is enjoying his fall term in his family's native country ofTurkey. 


Very recently, the author Orban 
Pamuk, a Turk, won the Nobel Prize 
for Literature. Pamuk is extremely 
controversial and opinions of him vary 


widely among Turks. I have heard some 
say that he is an excellent writer, and 
modem Turkey should embrace him. 
Others have said that they don't even 
consider him Turkish for the comments 
he has made and the things he has written 
about (pamuk was imprisoned for a short 
period of time for stating that the Armenian 
Genocide was a fact). Upon hearing 
of Pamuk's great accomplishment, 


my roommate said, ''Normally when 
something like this happens we (Turks) 
would be very happy. But, we are not 
very happy." 


I, on the other hand, am happy. _ 
Happy to be in Turkey and happy to 
be able to share a bit of it with you. 
Goriisiiriiz (good-bye). -. 


-Levent Sipahi, K'OB. 


New experiences: international students discuss life at K College 
By Ita-Yetzi (arapia 
Contributor 


I cannot hide the immense 
pleasure that fills meupeach time 
I remember Mexico, especially 
OlQ(,aca City. My mind registers 
all the recollections about places 
in that country, my beloved 
Latin-America; however, I'm 
still far away from it. 


After classes, at times when 
we wanted to concentrate on 
doing homework but were away 
from campus, our favorite place 
in downtown was the lAGO 
(Institute of Graphic Arts of 
Oaxaca). We would just walk 
until we got there, looking at the 
people walking on the other side 
of the street, going into the stores 
or sitting on the parks' benches. I 
miss this crowded city. 


Sometime in the afternoons, 
tired of schoo~ we would just 
meet in front of Santo Domingo 
church and decide what to do. 


It was always a good idea to go 
to the Pochote cine club, in "los 
arquitos," they used to play good 
movies there. Or to just take 
a walk through the "corredor 
turistico" and go into the jewelry 
stores to look at the "artesanias," 
or look for interesting books in 
"amate books" or in "Grafien 
PomJa." At last we would go 
into the Z6calo of the city, and 
at night we would admire the 
mariachis playing for people 
in the restaurants around it, 
clown shows, or just admire 
the attractive place sitting on a 
bench. 


The best thing to do on 
Fridays was go to the "Parque 
Conzatti". We got directly to 
"Los Sombrerudos" in order 
to eat "tacos de arrachera" or 
"a1 pastor" my favorite ones. 
After tacos, we would buy 
some dessert, usually "nieve de 
nanche." That was the greatest 
thing that I could eat during 


the whole day! After eating we 
would then walk and happily 
shop: clothes, jewelry, shoes ... 
I love Conzatti Tianguis. 


Those are just a few of the 
variety of things I like to do in 
Mexico, in my Verde Antequera 
(another name for Oaxaca). 


It's been two months since I 
got here and I'm not completely 
used to it. An every day fight is 
food. Every time I get into the 
cafeteria I miss food at home. 


Festivities, people, places, 
food.. . everything is truly 
different here. However, I have 
this great opportunity to study 
abroad and open my mind to a 
different culture, get involved 
in different ways of living and 
learn about them. It is not as 
easy as it seems. 


But my thanks to people 
who understand "study abroad 
issues" and try to make 
everything a good experience. 
Thanks to the other international 


students because I can talk to 
them and they understand my 
feelings pretty well. Thanks 


for giving me this opportunity 
of knowing your culture and 
growing up through it. 







, 


• 
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Scots outlast the Hornets; home win streak ends at six 
By Roger Garfield 
Executive Editor 


Deep. deep into the fourth quarter, 
it appeared as though Saturday's game 
versus Alma would be an exercise in 
deja vu for the K-College football team. 


The Hornets beat the Scots at 
Angell Field 38-37 a year ago in one of 
Kalamazoo's most thrilling victories of 
the decade. 


after two and 28 after three. 
The Scots began the fourth quarter 


with a touchdown, but their extra point 
caromed off the goal post, opening a 
wide door for the Hornets. 


So the Hornets marched. 


on the ensuing series, 
driving 63 yards in 
13 plays, eventually 
connecting on a 21-
yard field goal to take 
the lead. 


The key was 
eating up the clock, 
as the Scots left 
Kalamazoo just 1:05 
to operate. Tallman 
tried valiantly, Saturday, the two tearns traded 


touchdowns throughout the afternoon, 
and in the waning seconds, the Hornets 
had a chance at a field goal to win the 
game, to extend their home winning 
streak to seven, to befuddle Alma one 
more time. 


Quarterback Jordan Tallman found 
receiver Mike Leifeld for a 15 yard
yard gain. Tallman then found Randy 
Rzeznik for 15 yards. Two plays later, 
it was Tallman to Leifeld again - this 
time for 22 yards - and Kalamazoo 
was at the Alma ll-yard line. 


Three straight incomplete passes 
then forced the Hornets to make a 
decision: go for the end zone, or cut the 
lead to three with a field goal. There was 
plenty of time - 6:32 left on the clock 
- so it was realistic to take three points 
and get three more later, as long as the 
defense could hold. 


first connecting 
with Leifeld for 19 
then with Jimmy 
Semelsberger for 11. 


Photo/Ron Leifeld 


With this first quarter 77 -yard kickoff return, senior Chris 
Werme helped make Saturday's game a barnburner. 


But again, three straight four touchdowns on 22-of-44 passing 
for 288 yards. Leifeld led a corps of 
seven receivers with six grabs for 118 
yards and a touchdown. 


Alas, a gust of wind proved that it 
was not meant to be. Jon Rea's 47-yard 
field goal attempt into a breeze fell short 
with 12 seconds to play, snapping the 
Hornets' win streak at six. 


"It's disappointing when you know 
you should've won, you could've won," 
said senior captain Jared Randall. 


For the entire afternoon, it appeared 
as either team could be the victor, as the 
game was tied at 14 after one quarter, 21 


The Hornets called timeout and 
decided to head for the goal line. On 
fourth-and-IO, Tallman found Mike 
Benson scampering across the middle, 
and he darted toward the 1eft pylon for 
the score. Rea's extra point made it 35-
34 with 6:25 to play. 


incompletions put the Hornets in a 
tricky situation: kick or go? With no 
timeouts and 16 seconds left, the fourth
and-II play meant do or die. Knowing 
Rea had the leg to make the kick - he 
had nailed a 47-yarder versus Tri-State 
earlier in the season - the Hornets put 
their confidence in him. Unfortunately, 
the wind blew it short. No cigar. 


"It was probably the best decision," 
Randall said. "He's made it before." 


Steve Charon had an excellent 
game defensively, racking up nine 
tackles. He also forced two turnovers 
in an 80-second span during the second 
quarter - one an interception, the other 
a fumble recovery on a muffed punt 
return. Kalamazoo, however, could not 
capitalize on either giveaway - the 
ultimate thorn in its side. Alma showed extreme patience Tallman had another big day with 


Sports in brief: 
Seasons end, swim/dive begins 
Index Staff Reports 
Swimming 


The men's and women's 
swimming and diving teams 
both lost to Hope on Friday but 
bounced back for a win over 
Alma on Saturday. 


In the meet against Alma, 
the men won 113-47 and the 
women won 129-84. 


Don Kimball Alfonso 
Espinosa, David Greiner, Julio 
Contreras, Elliot Wolfson, and 
Paul Ellis each won individual 
events for the men. 


Kathy latkoff, Katie 
Knoechel, Barret Myers, Abby 
Homans, Katie Stefl, and Angie 
Sremba won individual events 
for the women. 


The swimmers have their 
next meet on Nov. 17 at the 
Wabash invitational. 


Season Wrap-ups 
Women's Soccer 


The women's soccer team's 
season ended when they lost 3-0 
at Calvin on Tuesday, Oct. 31, 
in the semifinals of the MlAA 
Women's Soccer Tournament. 


The Knights, who went 
undefeated on the season and 
won the MlAA championship, 
scored all three goals in the first 
half and . out-shot Kalamazoo 
24-2. 


The loss came just three 
days after the Hornets beat St. 
Mary's in a shootout that kept 
their season alive. In their last 10 
games, K was only beaten twice. 
The Hornets finished the season 
in fifth place in the MlAA with 
an overall record of9-6-3. 


Junior forward Aliza 


Caplan led the team with 12 
goals and also had three assists 
on the year. Sophomore Kelly 
Lepper led the team with nine 
assists and had nine goals as 
well. Elizabeth Hauslein had a 
productive senior year, scoring 
five goals and passing for seven 
assists. 


Goalkeeper Kassandra 
Johnston finished the season 
with seven shutouts and 107 
saves. 


In the 2007 season, the 
Hornets will miss the offensive 
boost that Hauslein provided 
as well as the leadership from 
seniors Jenn Russart and Kari 
Brodsky and Amy Draybuck. 


Despite these losses, the 
Hornets are looking good for 
2007 with their top two offensive 
threats coming back (Caplan 
and Lepper), as well as junior 
defensive standout Meryl Stout 
and Johnston in goal. 


Men's Soccer 
The men's soccer team 


ended their season with losses to 
Calvin and Tri-State last week, 
dropping them to fourth place in 
the league. 


They lost 5-2 to Calvin on 
Wednesday, Nov. 1, and 3-1 to 
Tri-State on Saturday. K finished 
the season with a 9-11 overall 
record (7-7 MlAA). 


The lone bright spot of 
the week was that senior Brett 
Bullard scored two goals and 
had an assist, giving him sole 
possession of the league lead 
in points with 28. He had four 
assists and tied for the league 
lead with Hope's Dan Tresslar 
with 12 goals. 


Bullard will be sorely 
missed next season along with 
seniors Matt Goldberg, Pete 
Schneider, Dan Benson, and 
Evan Wright. 


Volleyball 


The volleyball team 
lost 3-0 in the first round of 
the MlAA Tournament at 
Hope, ending their season on 


Tuesday, Oct. 31. 
Kim Marble and Bridgett 


Blough had eight kills apiece, 
Megan Korc had 20 assists 
and Laura Winkler had 18 
digs. 


The Hornets finished the 
season in seventh place in the 
league. They were 9-19 overall 
and 5-11 in the MIAA. 


Blough was fourth in the 
league with 1.06 blocks per 
game, Winkler was fifth in 
the MlAA with 5.68 digs per 
game, and Korc was sixth in 
the league, averaging 10.03 
assists per game. 


Juniors Mariah Frye and 
Blough led the team with 2.57 
kills per game and Marble, a 
freshman, was close behind 
with 2.45. Winkler led the 
team with 30 aces. 


The Hornets said goodbye 
to seniors Karman Hamlin and 
Liz Okey who both made big 
contributions in their farewell 
season and will be tough 
leaders to replace. 
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Greek tragedy Medea gets a face-lift 
Katie Prout 
Staff Writer 


As a continuation of the ~enior Performance 
Senes, Liz Goodson and Lauren Russo will present 
their individual interpretations of Euripides ancient 
Greek tragedy "Medea." "The Medea Project" runs in 
the Dungeon Theatre Thursday, May 4 at 8 p.m. and 
Sunday, May 7 at 2 p.m. 


"Medea" is a continuation of the Jason and the 
Argonauts myth. Jason, Medea and their children 
live in exile in Corinth a few years after the quest 
for the Golden Fleece. Jason leaves his family for a 
Corinthian princess, forcing Medea and the children 
to face exile. In desperation, Medea kills Jason's new 
wife, new father-in-law, and the children. 


For Goodson, the desire to direct "Medea" came 
out of her SIP She focused on Commedia Dell' Arte, 
a form of improvisational theater popular from the 


16th to the 18th century in Europe, and on the function of 
masks in theatrical performance. She looked to challenge 
herself as a director and as a mask maker. In choosing 
"Medea," Goodson combined her interest in Greek theater 
with masked performers. 


"A mask forces an actor to look beyond the face and 
discover their character within their bodies," she said. 


Goodson made all of the masks for the production. 
She described the process as very tiring but well worth it 
every time she sees an actor wearing one as they perform. 
Each of the ten masks took about eight hours to make. 


. "The process of choosing the individual character
istics of each mask involved a bit of research, but was 
mostly organic. Each character is unique and particular 
and from their characteristics, 1 sculpted a,mask that 
would suit their manner," Goodson said. "The children, 
for example, have innocent, cherubim-like faces, whereas 
Medea's is wrought with pain." 


Continued on page 7. 


Campus unites to 
conserve energy 


Katherioe Wegert 
Features Editor 


Friday amid shut downs in K's lighting system 
and steam plant and, the college saved an estimated 
$1275 on natural gas and electricity, while raising 
campus wide awareness of energy conservation. 
Increasing prices have prompted the college to begin 
thinking about ways of cutting down on spending. 


"After Katrina, natural gas prices started explod
ing" said Paul Manstrom, Director of Facilities 
Management. "We need to start thinking of w.ays to 
save, and this is just the beginning." 


The week long initiative was spearheaded by K's 
Energy Group, a team of students and faculty directed 
by Professor Jeff Bartz of the Chemistry Department. 
"The problem on campus is that none of us get the 


Continued on page 5. 


Relay for Life to walk campus Saturday Big bench to bring community closer 
Chelsea Phelps 


Staff Writer 


For college students, weekends are 
used for many things; raising money 
for cancer is not usually one of them. 
However, on Saturday May 6th, K is play
ing host to the third annual Relay for Life 
event on the quad. 


The event has been shortened to 
twelve hours this year, allowing teams to 
walk from llAM to lIPM. According to 
Ashley Lloyd (K'07), a coordinator for 
the event, the relay has been shortened in 
an attempt to make it easier for students 
to partici pate. 


"Although it was a blast last year, 
it was really difficult for the rest of us, 
getting caught up on work and sleep and 
such," said Loyd. "I think that since K is 
such a small campus, it is difficult for us 
to get teams that are large enough that a 
24 hours isn't so hard on individual bod
ies." 


According to Stacy Leavens (K'08), 
the main coordinator for the relay, last 
year there were nearly two hundred peo
ple involved, and as of yet this year 
there are not quite two hundred involved, 
though Leavens is optimistic that more 
will join by Saturday. 


Leavens understands the concerns 
of time that students have and points out 


many non time commitment ways to sup
port the event. 


"There are a ton of ways to help, by 
donating online, buying a t-shirt, starting 
a team or just coming and walking a few 
laps." 


Leavens says that this year's event 
will boast several events including a OJ, 
a bounce house, several games including 
a euchre tournament, a cake walk and a 
"seize the cheese." The teams will also 
being doing fundraising throughout the 
day, including the sale of Krispy Kreme's 
by Loyd's team. 


There will also be a Luminaria cer
emony at sundown, during which the 
quad will be liI)ed with candles in honor 
or memory of those who have had or have 
died from cancer and participants take a 
silent lap. 


The silent lap is what Leavens 
describes as the really moving and beau
tiful part of the event, a moment when 
others can reflect on the importance of 
Relay. 


"Relay is important for so many 
reasons," said Leavens. "1 think everyone 
on campus has been touched by cancer 
in some way and this event is a way for 
campus to come together and show their 
support for such a great cause. Not to 
mention that it is. fun and a great way to 


Continued on page 8. 


David Nachtweih 
Editor-in-Chief 


Community members may have 
noticed the appearance of a large 
wooden bench between Crissey Hall 
and the living learning units. 


Assembled over the weekend by 
the Art House, 
the bench is the 
latest contribu
tion by students 
to K College's 
community 
space. 


University, she witnessed the campus
wide use oflarge benches to build com
munity. Dorms or student groups were 
in charge of painting and maintaining 
the benches, and the result, Gartrell 
said, was a sense of community around 
pieces of public art. By building this 
bench, the Art House hopes to accom-


Photo courtesy of Chris Peplin. 


"The Art 
House was 
thinking about 
what we wanted 
to improve upon 
on campus," 
said Art House 
member Julia 
Gartrell, K'08. 
"We decided we 
wanted to make 


The Art House built the bench with the inten
tion of fostering more community through art.. 


more community centers." 
But wanting to create community 


centers and building something that 
effectively encouraged commaunity 
were two different things, so Gartrell 
went back to her childhood. 


Growing up next to Duke 


pi ish the same feat. 
"We're trying to start a tradition, 


something people can be a part of," she 
said. "This is our pilot project bench." 


If the bench is successful - mean
ing students utilize and also respect 


Continued on page 7. 
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The V.I. P. List 
Name: Michael 
Schoettle K'07 
Birth Date: September 
13,1984 
Studies at K: Political 
Science 


Activities at K: Here 
on campus, Michael 
has been involved 
in EnvOrg, and the 
Model International 
Organization. This 


spring he's taking it casy and spends his free time 
reading (non-academically), going to the gym and 
frequenting Water Street. 


Study Abroad Site: Bonn, Germany 


A Typical Day on Study Abroad: During the week, 
Michael had a fairly regular routine. He took three 
classes at UniBonll and also started interning with 
the UN Volunteer Program in October where he 
worked throughout his time abroad. Michael stayed 
in an apartment and usually cooked for himself 
there. He had about five hours of class per day and 
often spent his afternoons doing research or editing 
work for his internship. Michael typically made it 
to the bakery twice a day and went running along 
the Rhine and joined a gym for some extra exercise. 
While he was the only student on the program from 
K, he met lots of other international students and 
went to bars and clubs with them, a lot. 


ICRP Topic and Activities: Michael's internship 
with the UN was his ICRP. Initially, he did human 
rights work in a PR role. He eventually moved to 
editing publications, reviewing for grammar and 
content. He still works via the e-mail doing research 
for his advisor there and helping to edit his advisor's 
book. 


Some Unique Things About your Study Abroad 
Location: Bonn is a city with recent historical 
significance; lots of the old federal buildings have 
been renovated for use by the UN. Michael says, 
"The city is very western ... on the streetcars, the 
announcements were in English and German." You 
can easily get the German culture and feel, but 
because of the UN, Bonn is also very diverse and 
international. 


What You'd Tell Someone Going to Your Study 
Abroad Location Next Fall: During his orienta
tion session, the coordinators told Michael about a 
coconut and peaches analogy--Americans are a lot 
like peaches; they're friendly on the outside, always 
smiling and saying, 'Hi. how are you?' However, 
on the inside they don't really expect or want a per
sonal answer. Germans are the opposite; they come 
off as Impersonal on the outside. but once you break 
the shell, they're very friendly and loyal. 


LSO hosts speaker as immigration reform brews 
David Nachtweih 


Editor-in-Chief 


With political debate over immigration reform mount
ing in recent weeks, the Latino Students Organization 
(LSO) organized an informational session about immi
grant lives and immigration reform with Sister Rosa 
Tierney on Wednesday, April 26. 


"I felt like it was really important for students to be 
more aware of the issue," said LSO member and event 
coordinator Marlene Ramos. "[Tierney] did provide a lot 
of awareness about Latin American issues" 


The talk began with Tierney'S background 
with Latin Americans. Initially a missionary 
in Peru, Tierney helped to improve sanitation 
and health conditions in impoverished areas. 
For the past 18 years however, she has helped 
immigrants across western Michigan apply for 
citizenship for the past 18 years. 


"Some of them have had papers in the immigration 
system for 8-10 years," she said. 


Tierney lighted on the financial obstacles immigrant 
workers faced as they applied for citizenship. The initial 
application for citizenship costs $180 dollars. If an immi
grant entered the US illegally, then a $1,000 fine would be 
implemented. Additional costs for medical examinations 
and secondary forms can add up to $1,800, Tierney said. 


"It is one of the worst systems we could have 10 


place," she said. "It is so unjust." 
Tierney ended her talk with a charge to the audience 


members. While she said she did not believe the immigra-


Photo by Christopher Peplin. 


"One of the reasons I did lIot go back to 
Peru was because I saw how the [immigrant] 
people were treated," she said. Tierney cited an 
unnamed convenience store that raised prices 
on black beans, rice, and other traditional 
staples when migrant workers began arriving 
in the spnng. She found the price gouging 
intolerable,. yet because of the immigrants' 
illegal status, there was little they could do to 
improve their condition. 


"I do not think people are illegal," Tierney 
said. "They are undocumented but they are not 
illegal." 


Rosa Tierney sits among students in the President's 
Lounge last Wednesday during her talk about 
Latin American issues and immigration reform. 


Tierney mixed her first-hand knowledge 
of conditions and hardships facing the immigrant com
munity with facts and statistics learned helping them gain 
citizenship. She told the audience of fifty students that 
approximately 20,000 migrant workers pass through West 
Michigan from April to October. Many of these people 
have worked and lived in the United States for years, and 
yet still are without legal documentation. 


tion should be polarized into a Democrat or Republican 
problem, the tendency to politicize immigration reform 
makes it all the more important for students to make their 
voices heard. 


''Be very much aware about what is going on," 
Tierney said. "If you feel that there is injustice in what 
your reading, contact your representatives." 


Dr. Yongo-Bure speaks on conflict in Darfur 
Elizabeth Porter 


Staff Writer 


On Wednesday, April 26th Dr. Benaiah Yongo
Bure spoke to K students about the ongoing conflict in 
the Darfur region of northwest Sudan. Yongo-Bure, an 
academiC expert on the topic, is a professor of social sci
ences at Kettering University. 


With politicians meeting in Nigeria this week to 
talk about a possible resolution to the mass genocide in 
Sudan, aImost thirty students and members ohhe faculty 
showed up to the discussion in the President's Lounge on 
Wednesday afternoon. 


Dr. Yongo-Bure, himself a native of Sudan, focused 
on the history of the war tom country and its relations 
with neighboring rival Chad. He also talked about what 
he views as the most fundamental cause of the conflict: 
differing religious viewpoints between Muslims and 
non-Muslims in Sudan. He explained the conflict in 
depth, discussing the immediate ramifications on the 
civilian population and the blatant abuse of civil rights 


for those living in the Darfur region. 
The conflict in Darfur has been called the most 


immediately pressing humanitarian rights crisis by 
United Nations' officials. 


The K College Amnesty International group decided 
to bring a speaker to campus to educate students about 
the issue. Professor Yongo-Bt:re was recommended 
to members of the Amnesty International group by 
Amnesty's Midwest offices. 


"I was really happy with the number of students and 
adults who showed up and the questions they raised," 
said Bridget Scallen, K '06, who helped to organize 
the event. Many campus student organizations helped 
Amnesty bring the speaker to campus, including the 
Jewish Student Organization, the College Democrats, 
and the College Republicans. "It was great to have so 
many groups collaborate to draw attention to such an 
important issue" Scallen added. 


At the moment, the African Union has decided to 
continue the discussion of a peaceful resolution, and has 
extended the deadline for a treaty. 
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Spring Fling successful, despite clouds 
Kaitlyn Walter 


Staff Writer 


Although it was cloudy and windy. 
Spring Fling did not get rained out and 
went off without a hitch. On Saturday 
April 30. Ka;amazoo College celebrated 
Earth Day on the lower quad with a 
campus and community wide day of 
activities. 


Spring Fling took over the quad 
from two pm to six pm. giving students 
and faculty an opportunity to get out 
and enjoy the activities. Along with the 
activities. dinner was catered by Sodexo 
on the quad. 


"The food was delicious". said Sarah 
Nicholus ('08) as she was joined by her 
parents. 


was nice to get out and play some music 
for those who were up by two pm on a 
Saturday." 


All booths on the quad were spon
sored by campus student organizations. 
The International Students Organization 
(ISO) provided tables with tarot reading 
and henna tattoos. 


"I really enjoyed getting to meet 
a lot of students and school staff while 
participating in an activity that 1 don't 
normally get to do during the school 
week .... said Chelsea Rye (K'09). a tarot 
card reader for ISO. 


Another popular station 
was the clothing swap. The 
swap was set up so that stu
dents could come and browse 
tables of clothing and take 
items. Many students took 
sweatshirts in an attempt to 
beat the cool weather. 


In association with 
the Earth Day celebration 
EnvOrg provided flowers and 
soil for students to plant their 
own flowers. which several 
students took advantage of in 
an attempt to brighten their 
rooms. 


3 


Live music was provided throughout 
the event. Members of the bands included 
both K students and local garage bands. 
The first band to kick off the event was a 
K based band. Wicker Pie. Guitar player 
Allan Vander Laan (K'09) said. 


The Jewish Student Organization 
(JSO) had a table where students could 
paint Hebrew words, names. or phrases 
on tee shirts. One of the more popular 
activities. many students walked away 
with shirts containing their names and 
other adornments. 


lntervarsity provided ample enter
tainment to students by providing water 
balloons. No one was safe as the balloons 
went air born, soaking targets and inno
cent bystanders atike. 


A favorite of every
one at Spring Fling was the 
huge inflatable slide and the 
bouncy boxing ring where 
students could duke it out. 
Despite the gloomy weather. 
free food, sumo suits. and 
ample entertainment brought 
students and faculty out onto 
the quad. 


Photos by Christopher Peplin. 


"Spring Fling was a good time. It 


From top: Students pack the quad dur
ing this year's annual event, senior Mike 
Glista tests junior Kyle Hartwell's fitness 
at the Health Professions Society table. 


·Consider a major in CATology this weekend at BSO show 
Aaron Aupperlee 


News Editor 


Back for its twelfth annual production, CAT., 
Cultural Awareness Troupe, jUmps onto the Dalton 
Theater stage this weekend. May 5th and 6th at 7:30 
p.m. 


This year's show, CATology, chronicles a group 
of students through one year at Kalamazoo College 
in a variety show format including acting scenes and 
dances. said Dia Kirby, K·09. 


C.AT is written and directed by members of the 
Black Student Organization (BSO). As in past years, 
the goal of the performance is to bring cultural aware
ness to Kalamazoo College in a creative format. Kirby, 
a BSO member, has worked on past events with the 
BSO but the message of CAT. pulled her into this 
event. 


"I decided to become involved with CAT. 
because it focuses on bringing awareness to issues that 


go ignored," she said. Kirby has worked on the production 
side of the performance, like selling tickets, and acts in the 
first scenes. 


"The show begins with the orientation of the class 
of 20 1 0," Kirby said. The scene then re-enacts wide-eyed 
first-years meeting their new roommates and their new sur
roundings at Kalanlazoo College. 


"She's the star of the first scene," said fellow ticket 
seller Kat Muir of Kirby. Muir, a sophomore, is participat
ing in CAT. for the first tinle this year as well. "I saw the 
show last year and I thought it was a great idea," she said. 
"It is inlportant for tills campus to have." 


Muir choreographed a modem dance this year and 
dances in the step dance this year. A step dance is a tra
ditional African-American dance which combines music 
and dance while using the body as a musical instrument. 
Stomping of feet, clapping of hands and the tapping of 
canes create beats and rhythms which complinlent the 
music. 


Muir's modem dance aims to connect the past to pres-


ent, another theme of the performance. "l!'s a modem 
dance with quotes integrated in it from civil rights activ
ists." said Muir. 


Jennifer Henderson, K'06, also drew connections 
between the past and present through her participation 
in CAT. She describes herself as just an ex1:ra; "I just 
take up space." However. she has leamed a lot in her 
experience as an extra. 


"There's a skit that has to do with all the civil rights 
activists who have recently died," Henderson said. "So 
you leam about that." She said other skits and dances 
work through African-American culture and history. 
educating the audience wIllIe entertaining. 


For Henderson. the historical focus made her look 
critically at America today. "You learn about differ
ent aspects of black culture and how racism is still in 
America." 


Tickets are available, $3 for students, $5 for adults. 
at the CAT. table in Hicks Center during lunch and 
dinner. 
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(hopei (hot: What gives you pause? 


When did you last take half an hour 
to be quiet? When did you last spend an 
hour or so, walking in the woods looking 
at the flowers and trees? When did you 
last sit still and let your mind wander? 


During our Remembrance Chapel 
last Friday, one JSO member raised this 
question: "What gives us pause?" A pro
found question. 


What gives you pause? 
Taken on its own, and repeated over 


and over, tlus is an odd phrase. If some
thing gives us pause, then we must have 
been "given pause." What kind of gift is 
pause? 


Of course we know what the phrase 
literally means: what is it that brings a per
son, a group, a community or a nation up 
short? What makes us screech to a halt? 
What pushes us to stop and reflect? 


Traun1as do this, of course. The 


phone call that someone is sick or has died. 
A grade much worse than we expected. A 
failure to be accepted into a particular pro
gran1. All of these may "give liS pause." 


On a group level, we may only be 
"given pause" when we feel some kind of 
personal threat. When a swastika is drawn 
or a racial slur spoken or we realize a 
slight is intentional because of our religion 
or sexual orientation ... then we are "given 
pause." 


Don't get me wrong: these things 
should NOT happen. Yet when they do, we 
may find that to be "given pause" is some 
kind of gift. Not a gift we would choose, but 
an opportunity to reflect, to check priorities, 
to think how we as individuals, groups, or as 
a college, are living. 


Our culture militates against pausing. 
I find that the busier I get, the more I want 
noise. I get home from work and tum the 


radio on. I flll the silences as much as pos
sible. I read until I'm just about dropping 
off so that there's no "pause" between con
sciousness and sleep. 


Most of us rush from here to there, 
keeping extensive lists and madly crossing 
items off. We leap into the car or onto the 
jogging path, turning on the radio or the 
iPod, so that there will be no silence, no 
time to think or reflect. It's easy to forget 
what we most care about, how we want our 
life to be shaped around certain goals and 
values. 


When we are "given a pause" we need 
to take it and use it. As individuals we can 
take those moments and reflect on our direc
tion, whether we're living as we believe we 
are meant to. 


The biggest question, though, is how we 
as a K College community should respond 
when something comes along that gives us 


pause. Make no mistake: any wound to 
one part of our conm1Unity ought to hurt 
all of us. Any threat to one part of our 
community should give us all pause. 


I salute the JSO members who spoke 
so honestly about their own pain when 
confronted with the swastikas, about the 
temptation to separate tl1emselves from 
that pain. They spoke of their commit
ment to remembering. 


The JSO were "given pause," and 
used those of us who were present in cha
pel to help us all to pause. I believe that 
we as a community need to take opportu
nities to share the "pause" one part of the 
community has particularly felt. 1 wish 
more people had been there to share their 
pain. And I hope that in the busyness of 
this term we will all take moments to 
pause and consider that which really mat
ters and means in our lives. 
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Two students honored by Michigan Campus Compact 
Aaron Aupperlee 


News Editor 


requested during their sophomore year. 


_ The Michigan Campus Compact (MCC) cannot get 
enough of Kalamazoo College this year. Just months 
after awarding K College associate professors of chem
istry Dr. Joan Esson and Dr. Regina Stevens-Truss for 
their commitment to service-learning, the MCC awarded 
Kalamazoo College seniors Lisa Dallacqua and Ted 
Hufstader its Outstanding Community Impact Award in 
April. 


"1 think a lot of it had to do with the fact that it had 
been our one thing we did all four years," said Dallacqua 
of AMJGOS. She added that she and Hufstader were 
the first coordinators of the program over consecutive 
years. 


Dallacqua stayed with the program through all 
four years because she found the bilingual program 
interesting at Kalamazoo Central. She said the bilingual 
students were treated as a separate entity at the school, 
sometimes completely isolated from their peers. 


"We won the award for our work in the in the 
bilingual classrooms with the students," Dallacqua said. 
Among both Hufstader and Dallacqua's contributions to 
service-learning, the MCC honored the student for their 
continued coordination of the AMJGOS program at K 
College. 


However, one aspect of the program hooked her. 
"I had a very close relationship with one of the kids 
1 mentored," she said. "1 met him when he first came 
to the States so I got to see things from him not being 
able to read to thinking about going to college. It was 
amazing." 


AMIGOS teams K College students with bilingual 
students at Kalamazoo Central High School for weekly 
after school homework help and activities. These activities 
included taking the students to the Kalamazoo Institute of 
Art, participating in the Empty Bowls program and taking 
the students to Kalamazoo College's campus to give them 
a glimpse at the college life. Many of the above activities 
were the direct result of a grant Dallacqua and Hufstader 


Hufstader elaborated on Dallacqua's experience in 
AMJGOS. "We are making a sustainable impact for all 
kids at the high school level," he said. 


Hufstader believes it is this level of impact that the 
MCC sought to recognize. "They are recognizing a pro
gram that tries to tackle the big stmctural issues through 
high school students," he said. "We're trying to break 
the cycle of racism." 


Energy/ Campus saves energy, neady $2K 
Continued from page 1. 


bill, so we don't think about how much 
we spend." Professor Bartz said. 


The bill, according to Tom Ponto, 
Vice President of Business and Finance, 
is roughly $1,340,000 or 2.5 percent of 
K's operating budget, goes to energy 
spending, up from 1.5 percent from two 
years ago. "The rising cost of natural 
gas is a major concern for the college" 
said Ponto. "Over the last fifteen years 
we've done a lot to make our buildings 
more energy efficient, but clearly there 


.is sti II more work to be done." 
With the Hicks renovation proj


ect underway, energy conservation has 
raised the interest of students, faculty 
and staff. Improvements under con
sideration for the design are new win
dows, insulation and lighting mecha
nisms that will allow for more natural 
light to illuminate the space. 


areas is not enough. "I don't think 
conservation is the answer to our 
problems, but it is a part of the 
transition" said Energy Group 
member Erin Agee (K'06). "I 
think the attitude right now is 
that sustainabilit) is an issue, 
but it should be the lens through 
which we see things. I look at 
other colleges and think that we 
are so far behind." 


Other colleges that are con
sidered to be leaders in envi
ronmental and energy issues are 
Oberlin, which recently received 
Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) 
certification for a new building, 
and Williams College, which 
hosted "Do it in the Dark," an 
energy-saving competition that 
encouraged students to turn 
off lights and unplug electrical 
equipment to reduce C02 em is-
sions. 


"If other schools can 
improve their standards; so can 
we. I was heartened by the 
response to the Hicks renova
tion survey, now our next step 


The Michigan Campus Compact (MCC) promotes 
the expansion of campus-wide service-learning projects 
to engage students in the communities surrounding 
them. Each year, the MCC honors faculty and staff 
members from institutions across the state who high
light, according to the MCC, "the very best in higher 
education." 


Dallacqua and Hufstader are familiar in the MCC 
crowd by now. They accompanied Dr. Esson and Dr. 
Steven-Truss to their award ceremony in February 
where they led a roundtable discussion on global citi
zenship and social justice. 


The Outstanding Community Impact Award, the 
highest award in the state for students involved in com
munity service, honors students who have made sig
nificant contributions to their communities. According 
to the MCC, "Recipient's efforts build partnerships 
between their campuses and communities to initiate 
long-term social change." 


Hufstader and Dallacqua have no intentions of end
ing their long-term social change. "I see myself continu
ing to work with immigration issues and the Spanish 
speaking population," Hufstader said. Dallacqua will be 
teaching Spanish in a South-side Chicago school with 
Teach for America. 


Illustration by Will Walkington. 


"The greening of Hicks goes hand 
- in - hand with the objectives of Use 
Less Energy Week" said Tyson Cook 
(K'06), a student leader of the Hicks 
renovation project and Energy Group 
member. "Two-thirds of those who 
completed the survey said that sustain
abi1it) was either important or very 
important in the Hicks project. We need 
to continue to push conservation and 
sustainability issues on campus." 


But for some, understanding con
servation and sustainability as issue 


is to put our actions behind our words" 
Agee said. 


While many students feel that 
conservation and sustainability are 
issues the school needs to· consider 


the energy initiative has been met 
with a mixed response. "The school 
needs to focus more on long-term 
benefits rather than band-aid solu
tions" said Michael Schoettle, K'07. 


"Forcing students to take cold show
ers by turning off the hot water only 
irritates people. Investing in Hicks is 
a better idea because it will serve K's 
long term interests." 







THE WEEK AHEAD 


THURSDAY May 4 MONDAY May 8 
8 P.M., Dewing Hall Room 103 (LAC) - "Healing Zen: What do Zen 


Buddhists Know About Healing?" a lecture by Kalamazoo College graduate 
and ethnographer Paula Arai. 


8 P.M ., Dungeon Theater - "The Medea Project," a Senior Performance 
Series; one-act plays directed by students; ~5 general admission. 


FRIDAYMay 5 
11 A.M., Stetson Chapel- "Jesus is a (Social) Action Figure," a lecture by Mark 


Couch, Inter Varsity, and a gospel choir 


T30 P.M., Dalton Theater (LAC) - "Performance by Cultural Awareness 
Troupe (CAT)," featuring skits, monologues, and dance 


8 P.M., Kalamazoo State Theater - Comedian, actor, and writer-Jim Gaffigan 
showcases his newest work, "Beyond the Pale" 


9:30 P.M., Multiform Theater (WMU) - Gilmore Keyboard Festival : Jazz Club 
with bassist Jay Anderson and drummer Steve Davis; tickets ~20-30, students ~5 


SATURDAY May 6 
8 A.M., Arcadia Creek Festival Place-"March of Dimes Walk America," support


ing research and programs to help prevent of treat premature birth, birth defects 
and other threats to babies' health; since its beginning in 1970, Walk America has 
raised more than ~1.5 billion; free admission; opening ceremony at 8:30 


9 A.M., Prairie View County Park - The llnd annual Kalamazoo Humane 
Society "Dog Walk-a-Thon" 


11 A.M., Quad - "Relay for Life," sponsored by American Cancer Society 


T30 P.M., Dalton Theater (LAC) - "Performance by Cultural Awareness Troupe 
(CAT)," featuring skits, monologues, and dance 


8 P.M., Chenery Auditorium - Gilmore Keyboard Festival: "Gala Festival 
Finale," featuring the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra and Gilmore Artist Ingrid 
Fliter; tickets ~25-45, students ~5 


SUNDAY May 7 
8 P.M ., Dewing Hall Room 103 (LAC) - "Healing Zen: What do Zen 


Buddhists Know About Healing?" a lecture by Kalamazoo College graduate 
and ethnographer Paula Arai. 


8 P.M., Dungeon Theater - "The Medea Project," a Senior Performance 
Series; one-act plays directed by students; ~5 general admission. 


4 P.M., First Baptist Church - Chicago's "CUBE Ensemble" in concert; 
CUBE is a critically acclaimed, Chicago-based music ensemble 


4 P.M., Recital Hall - Global Frequency Event: "Kamiriithu," Jessica Ott's 
documentary on local social action theater in Kenya 


7 P.M., Olmsted Room - Global Frequency Event: 3-D visual artist Chris 
Allen Wickler and local poet and philosopher Mark Nepo present their work 
and discuss spirituality, art, and implications for social change 


T U E S DAY May 9 
4 P.M., Recital Hall - Global Frequency Event: "The Political Dr. Seuss," a 


documentary on the political evolution of Seuss' cartooning 


7 P.M., Recital Hall - Global Frequency Event: "So This is the Fire," a per
formance and panel discussion by local educators with spoken-word poetry by 
Dr. Michelle S. Johnson, Denise Miller, and Lindsay Adrian Kelly 


7 P.M ., Stetson Chapel (LAC) - "Native Environmentalism in the Context 
of Globalization," a lecture by Winona LaDuke 


8 P.M ., Dow Science Bldg. Room 228 (LAC) - "Adventures in Bio-Nano: 
Designing and Characterizing Biologically-I nspired Materials at the Nanoscale," 
the Jennifer Mills Lecture by Suzanne Amador Kane, Haverford College 


WEDNESDAYMay 10 
4 P.M., Recital Hall - Global Frequency Event: "The Grace Lee Project," a 


creative nonfiction documentary confronting stereotypes of Asian-American 
women in the United States 


6 P.M., Hicks Center - " Local Food Showdown;" local chefs use foods from 
local farms to create delectable masterpieces 


7 P.M., Recital Hall - Global Frequency Event: A hip-hop performance by 
Detroit's Black Bottom Collective followed by a panel discussion with audi
ence members 


Thurs. April Z7 (0) 8PM 
SUIl . April 30 at 2PM 


Mud 
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Keep Ti&htly 
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enchl Art House promotes community, art appreciation 
Continued from page 1. 


the current Art House, or future occupants, will 
ild on other parts of the campus. But whether or 
. this year's Art House has the time or opportunity 


build more, Gartrell said this project has paved the 
for future benches. 
"It took a lot to get things pushed through," she 


said. The Art House first proposed the project dur
ing fall quarter, 2005. Since then they have spoken 


Student Development, Facilities Management, 
the President's Office, and the Presidential Advisory 
Committee. 


She added, though, that their idea was well
received by Student Development from the onset, and 
that members of the administration were instrumental 
in getting the project approved. Once they had the 
green light, the project flew. 


"It wasn't as hard as we thought it would be to 
build," Gartrell said. "After we had the wood, it took 
four hours." 


ing because it would both encour
age students to propose their own 
paintings and also to consider art 
in new medians . 


"We decided if we made a 
painting of our own, it would be 
more intimidating to paint over," 
she said. "We wanted to help art 
appreciation more, to help people 
begin to synthesize these more 
philosophical works." 


Students interested in painting 
the bench should contact mem
bers of the Art House about pro
posal forms. All ideas are wel
come. Members of the Art House 
include Danielle Antonuk, Rachel 
Brainerd, Katie Harlow, Stacy 
Leavens, Noah Manger, Adam 
Warner, Lizz Wilson, and Piper 
Worthington. Photo courtesy of Julia Gartrell. The Art House plans to paint the bench this 


weekend using the model of a painting by artist 
Barnett Neumann. Gartrell said they cpose the paint-


"We really want this 
community bench." 


to be a Art 
had 


House members assemble the bench. Once they 
the wood it took them only 4 hours to construct. 


Medea/ Offers psychological thrill~ 
Continued from page 1. 


When they don masks, Goodson said, 
"(The actors) enhance the theatricality of 
the event and bring the audience further 
into a world of fantasy." Her goal was to 
introduce to both the actors and the audi
ence a different style of performance which 
dominated Greek and Italian Renaissance 
theater. 


Meghan Berryman, K'09, plays 
as NUS'Se and Messenger in Goodson's 
"Medea." 


"I filld mask work fascinating," she 
said. "You convey through your body 
posture wRat you would normally have to 
convey through your expression." 


Goodson's masks bring a fresh per
spective to this production of "Medea" by 
challenging the illusion of social morality 
among people who are different, especially 
women. Russo also incorporates a unique 
view of the play to her production. 


As part of her SIP, Russo combined her 
theater and psychology majors by examin
ing infanticide, the murder of one's child or 
children, from the perspective of dramatic 
and psychological literature. "Medea" was 
one of her case studies as well as the story 
of Andrea Yates. 


"Wben I first started researching, I 
was just amazed at how 1 could juxtapose 
the two women's stories on stage," she 
said. 


According to Russo, Andrea Yates 
suffered from severe mental illness and at 
the height of her psychosis drowned her 


five children in an effort to save them from 
hell. Likewise, Medea killed her children 
to save them from death at the hands of 
her enemies. 


"The two plots dovetail nicely and my 
actors have done a great job of coping with 
the constant back and forth," said Russo. 


However, Russo said the fluid integra
tion of the story of Medea with the story 
of Andrea Yates was a challenge. This 
constant back and forth between stories 
caused lines to be cut and added. Russo's 
adaptation of Medea forced the actors to 
hold onto the height of their energy despite 
numerous interruptions. The end product 
is, said Russo, "a provocative, exciting 
piece that doesn't vilify Medea, Andrea, or 
any other character." 


For senior Lourin Sprenger, who 
plays Medea, the play became both com
pelling and eerie as it progressed. "I find 
myself consumed with the rage, anger, 
and sadness of this woman who carmot 
seem to find her place in life," she said. 
"Thankfully 1 have Russo to make a witty 
Joke and lighten the spirits of the produc
tion." 


Russo and Goodson both tried to 
present all sides of humanity, the light and 
the dark in their respective adaptations. 
"One of the biggest challenges we face 
is trying to find a way to make each of 
these characters human with real wants, 
needs, and claims to sympathy," Russo 
said. "Even when they are committing 
horrible acts." 


K hosts Chiapas Media Project 
Elizabeth Porter 


Staff Writer 


The K bubble expanded on 
Monday as the Latin American Studies 
and Media Studies Departments host
ed Alexandra Halkin, founder of the 
Chiapas Media Project, an organiza
tion based out of Chicago. The proj
ect, which is world renowned, offered 
viewers an opportunity to view a 
project made by indigenous peoples. 
Halkin offered the audience a view
ing of the three films from Chiapas, 
a state in conflict due to the Zapatista 
movement. 


The Zapatistas, a group of indig
enous peoples, have been in conflict 
with the Mexican government since 
1994, when the North American Free 
Trade Agreement was enacted. The 
group was founded in 1983 by members 
both pacifist, and violent. Officially 
named the Zapatista Army of National 
Liberation, they are in armed rebel 
group living in Chiapas, one of the 
poorest states in Mexico. 


The media project provided cam
eras to the indigenous peoples to record 
the stories that they wanted to tell. Part 
of the project involved setting up media 
centers and instructing the indigenous 
peoples how to make films. 


The result was three films: The 
Land Belongs to Those Who Work 


It, We Are Equal: Zapatista Women 
Speak, and Eyes on What's Inside: The 
Militarization of Guerrero all addressed 
issues that pertain to the indigenous 
group. The first focused on issues of 
land ownership and the debate over 
whether or not the Zapatistas have 
a right to live on land that is also 
claimed by Mexican citizens. The sec
ond focused on issues of gender equal
ity Within the rebel group, and the 
third examined the rape of indigenous 
women in Chiapas, Mexico. The case of 
the raped women is unique because they 
are the first women to take their cases to 
an international level for justice. 


The packed event counted as an 
LAC credit and as an event credit for 
Spanish language students and drew 
many non-credit seeking individuals 
into Dewing 103. 


While some simply went for the 
academic credit they received, others 
went for more altruistic reasons and for 
their personal interest in the issue. "I'm 
so excited!" said Tina Kosiorek, K '08, 
before the program. The event was a 
success: over fifty people attended on 
Monday night. 


Currently, the Zapatistas refuse to 
negotiate with the Mexican govern
ment. They are considered to be the 
one of the most successful examples of 
the struggle for the rights of indigenous 
peoples worldwide. 
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Letters to the Editor 
To the Editor: 


I'm trying to figure out why the "Frelon Groupies" 
were offended by the existence of the paragraph in the 
Frelon program which framed and conceptualized the 
feminist dance. It might be fruitful for the Groupies to 
meditate on the connection between their discomfort with 
the participants in this dance having had the audacity to 
take up a 1 3/4 inch by 3 114 inch spot in the program in 
order to describe their process, and the similar discomfort 
expressed by some men on this campus over women 
"taking over the weight room" fur a few hours a week. It 
seems to me that when women lay claim to a small space, 
call it theirs, and seek to define it in language, they often 
face just this sort of hostility, whether masked in friendli
ness or not. 


I read the program notes about the feminist dance as 
nothing more than an attempt to put into words the simple 
but powerful truth that there is something worthy - even 
crucial - in women making art together. Women-cen
tered spaces have allowed many of us to survive the reali
ties of sexism, including domestic and sexual violence. It 
does not surprise me that the participants in the feminist 
dance felt the need to contextualize their process; we are 
often misunderstood, especially when we experience our 
bodies in relation to each other rather than the onlooker 
- a rare treat, I might add. Do you really begrudge these 
women a bit of typographical space to define themselves? 
Maybe if you think it through, you can be Allies rather 
than Groupies. 


Di Seuss 


To the editor: 
As choreographers of the senior feminist dance, 


last week's surreptitiously rnalicious letter to the editor 
demands a response. To clarify, other dances could have 
included their own artistic statements if they felt such 
explanatory information was necessary. That would have 
been a choice made by the choreographer, not the cre
ators of the program. Such dances as Meridel Thomson's 
"Thriller" or Tess Killpack's "Paraguas" (both choreog
raphers who are also participants in the feminist dance) 
did not have artistic statements attached to their pieces 
because the choreographers felt the audience did not need 
extra information to read the dance as the artist intended. 


An audience, however, might not know how a femi
nist dance, something never before done in Frelon history, 
is intended to be interpreted. Thus, the artistic statement 
that gracefully occupied one-third of one page in a six 
page program was warranted to inform the audience of 
the dance's feminist intent and methodology - an equally 
important counterpart to the performed piece. 


Clarifications aside, the real issue is why "a solitary 
feminist manifesto" invokes such fear and anger on this 
canlpus. We fail to see how, as written in our artistic 
statement, "a group of women with a range of political 
views .. coming together to construct a creative space in 
which each dancer feels supported and empowered" is 
in any way divisive. The dance is, however, innovative, 
affJJl11ing, and subversive. 


We find the use of the word "prh'lleged" by Mr. 


Siegel and Mr. Hage eSJX."Cially troubling as it inverts exist
ing power dynamics between men and women as gendered 
groups. It is precisely because women are not privileged, but 
rather marginalized, that the creation of a deliberate and safe 
space to produce our art is crucial. 


Further, we find it disheartening and infitriating that two 
of our dedicated senior male "groupies" found it necessary 
to take up a quarter of a page of our school newspaper to 
denounce a positive and meaningful experience for both the 
feminist dancers and our campus. 


If anything positive can be garnered from last week's 
letter to the editor, it is the light it sheds on existing_ignorance 
and hostility toward feminists thinly veiled behind equality 
rhetoric. Perhaps the authors could use the tinle they spend 
critiquing strategies to combat social inequalities, to instead 
engage in unforgiving self-critique to affect change. 


Frelon Feminists: Erin Agee, Erica Bloom, Nora 
Hickey, Christine Kregg, Tess Killpack, Meghan Lodolo, 
Bridget Scallen, Stacey Steep, Meridel11l0mson, Tiffany 


Tononi, TIeneke vanLonkhuyzen, Kris Wawer 


To the Editor: 
Are we getting Greener? No, I'm not referring to 


money or the Green Party. What I'm seeing is black, white, 
yellow, and green in reference to the sacred Medicine Wheel. 
To the North are white, wisdom and buffalo. To the East are 
yellow, illUfllination and eagle. To the South are green, inno
cence and mouse. To the West are black, introspection and 
bear. Let us think of Mother Earth. Any good relationship 
takes work. If so inclined, what steps do you feel you can 
take to enhance your relationship with Mother Earth? 


The word green is an acceptable term relating to envi
ronmental awareness, used here to express my observation 
of how anlazing this year at "K" turned out to be for envi
ronmental-consciousness, and stepping in the right direction 
toward sustainability stewardship. Have you ever stopped 
to think and reflect on what we have accomplished and 
what has happened this past year? Here are some of my 
expenences: 


-For those who went on the Land Sea program: the 
seven principals of "Leave No Trace," and respect for the 
wilderness environment. 


-Incoming students who first arrived on campus and 
received their First-year recycling packet to learn how the 
recycling program works. 


-The NOLS Bus earlier this fall, coming to offer the 
scholarship in outdoor education; and prove that biodiesel 
is the alternative energy source by touring their bus cross 
country. 


Farms to Campus, the Energy Group, RecycleMania, 
En Vorg. The Sustainability Living Learning Housing Unit, 
Bike Co-Op, the Green Hicks Initiative. It's just the begin
ning of a greener campus. 


What I really want to say IS THANK YOU to the "K" 
communi!) with the utmost appreciation of your effort in the 
RecycieMania competition. I appreciate t.'1e fantastic recy
cling crew, who has done such a wonderful job. With the 
overall scope of RecycleMania and looking back on how 
well we competed with larger schools, Kalamazoo College 


proved to be one of the outstanding recycling progranlS in 
the country. Placing top five, in four of the six categories 
is pretty impressive. To their success, other liberal arts 
colleges (Connecticut College and Middlebury College) 
did well in a sinlilar fashion. Liberal arts colleges can lead 
this green movement, and we can do our part to set the 
mark: Recycle, Reduce, Reuse, and Responsibility. Let's 
practice the tenants of, "Leave No Waste." 


Rob Townsend 
Recycling & Resource Recovery Coordinator 


To the Editor: 
Last week's letter to the editor criticizing the femi


nist dances at the Frelon performance is emblematic of a 
disconcerting trend on campus concerning marginalized 
groups. While the article attempted to mask the serious 
inlplications of their complaint with a light tone, the 
article functions to perpetuate the familiar response of 
white-men towards marginalized groups: dinlinutive and 
condescending. 


The contributors' main complaint was rooted in their 
dissatisfaction with the feminist dances "privilege:' over 
other dances. Implicit in this dissatisfaction is the idea 
that the feminist dance program write-up excluded the 
possibility for other "artistic statements." 


TIlis use of privilege rejects the idea that women 
are a marginalized and oppressed group. Furthermore, it 
rejects the fi.mdamental goal of any marginalized group: to 
make the inlplicit and accepted cultural practices explicit 
through subversion and open opposition. l11e feminist 
dances at Frelon were created to do just this, to combat 
the pornographic and objectifYing inlages of women pre
sented in a media controlled by wllite men. It is apparent 
that the men who wrote this article did not even consider 
the purpose of the dance, rather they were concerned with 
a privileged conception of "equal representation." 


This dance, along with other student organization '5 


efforts such as: GLBT's "Tunnel of Oppression" and 
BSO's annual "Cultural Awareness Troupe" bring aware
ness to accepted oppressive practices. 11le erasures of 
GLBT slogans, swastika appearances on canlpus prop
erty, and the letter all share Similar effects: the silencing of 
already marginalized groups. This perpetuates a canlpus 
culture of exclusion and oppression. Furthermore, it signi
fies a preoccupation with marginalized groups' vocaliza
tion of the oppressive structures that the progressive claim 
to oppose. 


I fmd it appalling that marginalized groups are shoul
dered with the responsibility to expose and counteract 
these biased norms. All too often Kalanll1ZOO is touted 
as a "progressive" campus with a majority of "liberals," 
while rarely are these ideas ever espoused by persons who 
do not identify with marginal groups. As a white-male 
of privilege, I hope to send a message to both marginal
ized groups and privileged persons whom voice dissent. 
Opposition to oppression can come from anyone; privi
leged persons can delineate from the norm and embrace 
critique. 


Adam Wallace Warner 
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The campus responds to intolerance symbolically and ineffectively 
Sam Sedaei 
Contributor 


First, I would like to emphasize that drawing swastikas 
on the campus buildings was an ugly incident that should 
have never happened. The swastika symbolizes - among 
other things - the brutalities and anti-Semitism of the 
German Nazi Party, which in no way should be accepted. 


many new meanings in modern times. However, many on 
campus had one-sided knee-jerk reactions to the swastika 
incident. One example of such reactions was when one of 
my friends told me that there is so much anti-Semitism on 
campus that K calendars don't even have Jewish holidays. 
She had no response when I asked her if she thought the 
campus was also anti-Muslim because the calendars didn't 
contain Islamic holidays. Drawing the swastikas could have 
been a hate crime, but it could have also been a really bad 
joke. Both are unacceptable, but they are not the same. 
Making quick judgments before having our facts straight 
does a disservice to our understanding of the realities behind 
the incident. 


the start of a dialogue, but one that included the perpetra
tors. Otherwise, what is the point of a discussion if we are 
to listen only to those who agree with us? Is alienating the 
perpetrators who may be most prone to anti-Semitism and 
hate crimes going to turn them tolerant or pro-Jew? Did we 
really solve any problem by providing an environment that 
has probably fueled the extreme feelings of the perpetrators 
as they have probably found themselves in a need to confess 
and speak with someone about their wrongdoings so that 
they could gain an easy conscious and get on with their lives 
but have found no one to turn to - not even the dean or the 
president? As terrible as the actions of these individuals have 
been, are we going to react to the swastikas in 2006 the way 
we did in 1946? Doesn't the perpetration of these actions at 
this point in history mean that the problem runs much deeper 
than those that could be solved with threats or exclusive e
mails and forums? 


That said: I want to criticize the way both the student 
organizations and administration handled the incident. 


As I write this, we do not know who committed this 
act and why they did it. Nonetheless, the campus was quick 
to interpret it as anti-Semitic. One question to ask is why 
many of those who reacted with anger and outrage do not 
have the same reaction when a swastika is drawn on the 
picture of President Bush even though they know that while 
he deserves most of the names he is called, he is clearly not 
anti-Semitic? This is because the meaning of a swastika 
has changed greatly since World War II. During an<l in the 
immediate aftermath of the war, a swastika symbolized 
racism and anti-Semitism. But over the years, the sign 
has been used to symbolize a wider range of ideas such as 
intolerance, brutality, violence, racism, autocratic regimes 
and even war-wagers in general. The reason people do not 
react badly when they see a swastika drawn on a neo-con's 
picture, for instance, is not because they think neo-cons 
are anti-Semitic, but because of a swastika's association to 


Yet the more important point has to do with the exclu
siveness of the responses. In two messages to the students, 
the dean and the president condemned the swastikas. 
Furthermore, students held an "acceptance forum" during 
which they expressed their refusal to accept the perpetra
tors' actions. My first question is what was the point of 
holding a forum? If the act was a bad joke, the perpetrators 
have sure realized that when they read the messages from 
the security, dean and the president. If it was a hate<rime, 
then how effective would a forum that is not open to hear
ing everyone - including those who committed this act 
- be when sixty years of history and all the rap around the 
Nazis since World War II hasn't affected the perpetrators' 
beliefs? When I found out about the swastikas, I supported 


While I want to emphasize the insensitivity of drawing 
swastikas, I would like to offer a space for the perpetrators 
to speak about their transgression without fear of retribution. 
Through this safe space, I hope that we could understand the 
problem at a deeper level so that we could have an actual .... 
impact at an individual level, rather than a symbolic but inef
fective one at the community level. 


YOIi may contact Sam Sedaei bye-mailing k02ss03/{t 
/coo.ed!/. 


The politics of unintended consequences 
Gregory laVoy 


Contributor 


The Law of Unintended 
Consequences states that every 
human action has at least one unin
tended consequence. History is full 
of example after example of unin
tended consequences, many of them 
ironic, and all of them instructive 
for current individuals who wish to 
affect political change. For exam
ple, when Gorbachev undertook 
reforms in former Soviet Union 
as 'a means of saving and reviving 
the failing state, he actually intro
duced initiatives and a way of life 
that eventually led to the down
fall of the entire state. Or consider 
former presidential candidate John 
Kerry; his campaign's decision to 
hedge much of their electoral hopes 
on Kerry's military record had the 
unintended consequence of forc
ing everyone - the opposition, the 
press, veterans, etc ... - of peering 
into that closet that was chalk full of 
skeletons and missteps galore, thus 
turning his perceived strength into 
his biggest liability. 


Unintended consequences are 
not an item of the past, and they 


certainly are not an item of distant 
populatIOns . As a matter of fact, many 
groups today would benefit by step
ping back and looking at what their 
campaigns and ways in which they 
could be run more effectively by elim
inating many of the unintended, yet 
possibly foreseeable consequences of 
their actions. Of these many groups, 
three stand out for implication here: 
the anti-abortionists of several states, 
the pro-immigration protestors, and 
K's environmental activists. 


The pro-life movement has 
received a recent boost in several 
states, most notably South Dakota, 
in their success in outlawing abor
tion - an action that stands in direct 
violation of the Supreme Court's 1973 
ruling, Roe v. Wade. While their view 
that abortion is 'one of the last great 
state-sanctioned atrocities of a mod
ern state may be valid, their actions 
in places like South Dakota designed 
to force the Supreme Court to reex
amine its precedent may have several 
unintended consequences that actu
ally reinforce the so-called right (0 an 
abortion. Among the biggest of these 
errors is the knowledge that even 
with the additions of Justices Roberts 
and Alito, by most counts the Court 


still holds at least a 5-4 majority in 
favor of Roe; thus, a challenge to end 
abortion may end up reaffirming it 
as a basic constitutionally-protected 
right. Further, such actions may make 
future conservative court appoint
ments harder to get, may encourage 
more pro-choicers to get out and vote, 
or could make getting other abortion 
restrictions, such as those on late-term 
abortions, more difficult to pass - all 
of which would hurt the pro-life cause 
in general. 


Advocates of liberal immigration 
programs seem to have picked up on 
the fact that many of their tactics are 
having the unintended consequence of 
alienating many Americans and even 
advocates. Thankfully for their cause, 
somebody figured that chanting in 
Spanish while waving Mexican flags 
and denouncing much of America and 
many Americans as oppressive might 
alienate the people they were trying to 
win over, so a softer, more "red, white 
and blue" face was intelligently pro
moted. Despite the changes, though, 
things like promoting a Spanish ver
sion of the national anthem or forced 
bilingual education, calling for mas
sive walk-outs and boycotts, algu
ing for dual-citizenship, or rejecting 


anything less than "unconditional 
citizenship" are bound not only to 
offend the sensibilitIes of conser
vatives or assimilation proponents, 
but also the sensibilities of much 
of middle America who view citi
zenship as something meaningful 
that should not be arbitrarily passed 
out. The unintended consequences of 
such actions may not hold repercus
sions solely for these protestors, but 
also for America in general as the 
country's identity and national tradi
tions are challenged. 


Proving that "all politics is 
local," the energy conservationists 
who recently sponsored "Use Less 
Energy Week" learned an abject les
son in the politics of unintended 
consequences, particularly with their 
decision to turn off the campus' 
hot water. Originally the plan was 
to extinguish the steam system that 
produces hot water on Thursday 
afternoon thru Friday, but the result
ing uproar forced the change to 
no hot water for part of the day 
Friday. Even after the change, the 
attitude was largely still hostile to 
the whole concept and perceived 
inconvenience. In the end, the group 


Continued on page 10. 
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US response will define China's role, for good or for ill 
officials of the People's Republic have been advocat
ing that China seeks peaceful coexistence with the 
United States and it eschews the conflict normally 
associated with a great power's nse. In a speech 
on April 29, China's ambassador to the UN, Wang 
Guangya stated: 


David Kudzia 
Contributor 


With the recent visit of President Hu Jintao to 
Washington D.C., the discourse between the United 
States and China seems to be amicable, if moderately 
strained on some key issues. But the future of the 
relationship between the two nations looks uncertain 
and confused, as opinion on both sides of the Pacific 
is conflicted over how to manage the greatest shift in 
international politics since the collapse of the Soviet 
bloc. 


The prime motivator of this shift is the incredible 
growth of the Chinese economy over the past decade. 
China now ranks as the 6th largest economy in the 
world, growing around 10% every year, despite gov
ernment efforts to moderate growth for fear of 'over
heating'. China is now the world's largest exporter 
of steel and is widely described as the world's fac
tory floor. Every year brings Chinese goods to new 
comers of the world, accompanied by huge quantities 
of raw materials flowing towards the factories of 
China's southeast coast. 


Opinion in the United States over China's mete
oric rise is quite divided. Worries over China threat
ening US dominance in military and economic affairs 
are voiced by many politicians, especially as espio
nage scandals in the past decade have unfolded and 
the trade deficit between the US and China continues 
to grow, topping $200 billion in 2005. Calls for a 


revaluation of China's currency, which is hoped will 
make US products more competitive in China, have 
had little effect so far, as the value of the yuan has not 
risen more than 3%. 


Additionally, China is now one of the largest 
consumers of petroleum, putting it in conflict with 
the US market for scarce global reserves. As well 
as driving up the price of oil, China's demand has 
prompted looking at new resources in Africa, which 
are often controlled by unsavory governments, espe
cially in Sudan. This has fueled concerns that China 
will undermine the US led efforts to combat cor
ruption and warfare in Africa in its efforts to obtain 
access to badly needed oil. 


On the military side of the equation, increased 
Chinese spending has prompted worries that China 
will seek to challenge US global military dominance. 
Though China possesses the largest army in the 
world, it has been taking steps to slim and modernize 
its armed forces, including unveiling a new fighter, 
the FC-4 'Fierce Dragon' this week in southwest 
China. Responding to this activity, US military bases 
have been established around China's periphery, most 
prominently in Central Asia, where support for US 
actions in Afghanistan and efforts to hem in China go 
conveniently hand in hand. 


Naturally the Chinese government is seeking to 
sooth worries over its recent gains and advances. 
While some nationalists spout angry rhetoric over 
China's rightful place in the world, many prominent 


., Politics/ unintended consequences 


"The traditional pattern of clashes triggered 
by the rise of a large power is bound to give 
way to peaceful coexistence. In its push 
for development, China will not and can
not retread that 'zero-sum' path traditionally 
taken by powers on the rise. Our only option 
is peaceful development in which all coun
tries are winners." 


Whether or not China will succeed in this path, 
or even truthfully desires it is unknown. But the 
role of the United States in determining the shape 
China's position in the rest of the 21 st century is 
extremely important. If US policies and global 
actions treat the People's Republic of China as an 
opponent, then is likely what China will become as 
self interest forces its Communist leaders to take 
steps to protect their nation's interests. If, on the 
other hand, sustained and sincere efforts are made 
by the United States to continue China's integra
tion into the world economy and promote a peaceful 
path for China's growing global interests, then both 
nations may find that compromise and cooperation 
are the keys to preventing a conflict that would be 
disastrous to both nations and to the world . 


Continued from page 9. 
may have achieved their short-term 
goal of saving a significant level of 
energy for a day, but it would be dubi
ous to say that any long-term goal 
of inspiring a lower level of energy 
consumption was successful because 
of the obvious, unintended alienation 
toward the whole concept expressed 
widely on campus. Yet, the environ
mentalists will most likely continue to 
push policies with negative implica
tions in support of their larger positive 
goal. One case in point is the current 
push to have Hicks certified as envi
ronmentally friendly when it is reno-


tended." One cannot, for example, 
look at the 35 percent increase in 
the minimum wage that will affect 
Michigan this fall and say that its 
,consequences of allowing fewer peo
ple to work or the same amount of 
people to work fewer hours are unin
tentional; they are, through economic 
logic and a bit of deductive reasoning, 
predictable, taken into account, and 
thus unfortunately intentional. Thus, 
since Kalamazoo College operates on 
a minimum wage basis for student 
employment, those of you who find 
yourselves unemployed on this cam
pus or working about 35 percent fewer 
hours next year will know exactly who 
to thank - the College Democrats 
and Michigan legislators, for starters 
- and they can be held accountable 
without being able to say "but we 
didn't know!" In politics, as in all 
other facets of society and life, the 
examples of these groups and others 
should force, we, the educated college 
student, to think a little more criti
cally about what the consequences of 
our actions will be and thus hopefully 
avoid many pitfalls that will harm our 
causes. 


~CONGRATULATESTHE 
WINNERS OF THE 2006 INTERCOLLEGIATE 


RECYCLING COMPETITION! 


... vated in the next few years. Again, 
while the goal may seem nice, paying 
$150,000-$200,000 to have it done is 
simply ridiculous and could ultimately 
lead to a wide backlash. This campus 
would be better served by implement
ing all the environmentally-friendly 
procedures and instead spend $100 
or so on a nice plaque to hang in the 
foyer to pat itself on the back for being 
environmentally conscious. 


Perhaps in any practical way, 
unintended consequences are simply 
unavoidable. thus why they are "unin-


GRAND CHAMPION: California State University San Marcos 


PER CAPITA CLASSIC: Oregon State University 


WASTE MINIMIZATION: Point Lorna Nazarene University 


Targeted Materials 


PAPER: Harvard University 


CORRUGATED CARDBOARD: California State University San Marcos 


BonLEs Br CANS: Rhode Island School of Design 


FOOD SERVICE ORGANICS: Middlebury College 


Catch the Mania! 


~ 
~ 
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www.recyclemaniacs.org 
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THE BUZZ ON SPORTS: Another first round exit for Wings 
Eli Melees 
A&E Editor 


he did in years past. Instead, Detroit will have to continue to 
groom the current young core of talent and hope for rapid 
developmpt of some of its recent draft picks. 


pleased that-three of his top revenue teams, including the 
Wmgs, New York Rangers and Dallas Stars are all already 
packing up their locker rooms. Their success in the Playoffs 
is crucial toward the survival of the league. For the third consecutive playoffs, Red Wmgs fans 


across the nation are pointing their fmgers at the opposing 
team's masked man. 


In the meantime, veterans Steve Yzerman and Chris 


In 2003, it was Jean-Sebastien Giguere who baftled 
Hockeytown with an incredible perfOlmance during the 
Anaheim Mighty Ducks' shocking first round sweep over 
Detroit. TIle following spring, Miikka Kiprusoff made head
lines when he led the Calgary Flames past the Wmgs into 
the Western Conference Finals and, eventually, the Stanley 
Cup Finals. 


The trend continued this April as the Edmonton Oilers' 
newly acquired net minder Dwayne Roloson stymied the 
Red Wmgs, allowing just 17 goals in the six-game series. 


Despite the red hot play of each goaltender, there are 
some other telling factors for Detroit's recent playoff fail
ures. For example, in the last three postseasons, the Wmgs' 
offensive stud Pavel Datsyuk has yet to score a goal. And 
in these playoffs, role players Tomas Holmstrom, Jason 
WillianlS and Mikael Samuelsson, who combined for 73 
goals during the regular season, netted just two. 


Photo courtesy of Jeff Vinnick!Getty I mages. 


Unlike the 
NBA or NFL, the 
NHL simply isn't 
popular among the 
American audi
ence. It can't rely on 
star power because 
most of its top 
skaters are either 
French-Canadian 
or European, and 
ice hockey was 
never meant to be 
played in places 
like Miami and 
Phoenix. 


While it is 


Even more mind boggling is the fact that in each series 
Detroit had home-ice advantage and was one of the league's 
top-two scoring teanlS during the regular season. 


Certainly defense wins championships, but it's never
theless difficult to win games when the offense isn't click
ing. The Red Wings' Stanley Cup runs in 1997, 1998 and 
2001 were fueled by timely scoring and great contributions 
from role players such as Slava Kozlov, Martin Lapointe, 
and Igor Larionov. Late in the Edmonton series, it was the 
Oilers' second liners Ales Hemsky and Fernando Pisani who 
helped spark the third period comeback in Game Six. 


Chelios will more 
than likely retire 
this offseason, leav
ing the Red Wmgs 
with a new captain 
for the first time 
in more than 20 
years. As for a pos
sible replacement, it 
should be one of the 
sizzling Swedes
Nicklas Lidstrom or 
Henrik Zetterberg. 
Although both 
have contemplated 
returning to their 
native homeland, 
they are consum
mate contributors to 
the Wings' offense 
and have embodied 
Yzerman's lead-by
example approach 
to the game. 


Call it a curse 


For the Red Wings to have any future success 
in the postseason, their own young players will 
have to step up like the Oilers' Ales Hemsky did in 
Game Six, when he scored the game-winning goal. 


an inconceiv
able notion, the 
smartest action 
Bettman could 
take at this point 
for the sake of 
the league would 
be to return to 
the original six if you want, but 


Detroit's recent first round lull is going to end soon. With 
head coach Mike Babcock-a proven winner-at the helm, 
the WlI1gs and their brewing young talent are bound to bust 
out and go deeper into the playoffs. 


team format. Detroit, Boston, Chicago, New York, 
Toronto, and Montreal all have cold weather and a 
large fan base remains somewhat engrossed in the 
respective franchises. 


With the new NHL salary cap in place, the future of the 
Red Wmgs is a bit uncertain. General manager Ken Holland 
will not be able to reel in quality, high-priced free agents as 


As for the NHL, the mournful effect of the Wmgs' 
early exit drifts far beyond Hockeytown and into the office 
of Commissioner Gary Bettman. Surely Bettman can't be 


Obviously this isn't an option, but contracting at least a 
few of the 30 teams would be a start. Too many teams are 
losing money as it is. Sadly, the interest isn't there. 


Hornet baseball takes two from league-leading Adrian Bulldogs 
Roger Gerfield 
Sports Editor 


Never count out these Hornets. 
After a potentially demoralizing 


7-0 loss to Adrian College Friday, the 
Kalamazoo College baseball team 
responded by putting together an 
onslaught of hits to beat the Bulldogs 
12-3 in the second ganle of a double
header. 


Then Saturday, the Hornets did it 
again, shrugging off a 16-0 defeat in 
game one and winning 9-4 in the night
cap. And this was against the league's 
premiere team. 


Before Saturday, Adrian (24-12, 
20-4 MIAA) had not lost twice to 
any of its opponents all season long. 
Kalamazoo changed that, and in doing 
so, the Hornets also prevented tht! 
Bulldogs from clinching the league 


title on Saturday. 
"We wanted to make sure that did not 


happen on our field," coach Steve Wideen 
said. "When we execute and play our 
game, we can compete with anyone." 


The Hornets (19-17, 9-15 MlAA) 
began Friday's double-dip facing Adrian 
senior leffNokovich, one of the best pitch
ers in all of Division 3. Nokovich showed 
why he's reven:d, tossing a one-hit, 14-
strikeout shutout while also setting the 
all-time MIAA record for career strikeouts 
(216). The Bulldogs won 7-0. 


"(Nokovich) is the type of pitcher that 
can put you in a slump for the rest of the 
year," Wideen said. "Fortunately, our guys 
were able to put that behind them." 


Indeed they did. In the second game, 
the Hornets - shuffling through five 
Adrian pitchers - blasted 21 hits, their 
highest total of the season. 


Freshmen Ryan Benjamin and Eddie 


Barclay each had four hits and two RBI in 
the game. Junior Matt Thieleman collected 
his second win of the season on the hill for 
Kalamazoo. 


Saturday began similarly to Friday, 
with a big win by the Bulldogs. 


Hornet freshman Justin Warner pitched 
five tough innings, allowing just three 
earned runs and striking out seven, but five 
Hornet errors mixed in among 13 Adrian 
hits helped the Bulldogs run away with a 
16-0 victory. 


Before the second game, Wideen 
addressed a lack of intensity at the plate 
and in the field, and Kalamazoo reacted, 
coming out fiener in game two. 


Barclay drove in four runs and junior 
Mike Leifeld scored three to propel the 
Hornets to a 9-4 win. 


Junior Charlie MacKinnon pitched all 
seven innings for K, and in the process, set 
the school record for strikeouts in a season, 


with 63. 
"Charlie has been someone we can 


always count on to give us a chance to 
win," said Wideen. 


Junior Caleb Kent had a big role in 
the two wins, fmishing the weekend 5-
for-9 at the plate with two doubles and 
four runs scored. 


The Hornets' season will end 
Saturday after a doubleheader at Alma. 
The Scots came to town to play the 
Hornets on Wednesday (after The Index 
went to print). 


With Alma in fifth place and just 
two games aI1ead of the sixth place 
Hornets in the standings, the games 
should be exciting ones. 


Said Wideen: "We are looking 
forward to a very competillve series, 
not only as we reach for (our goal of) 
20 wins, but also as we try to move into 
fifth place in the league." 


+ 


-
-


-
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Sixty-eight straight! Hornet tennis wins MlAA title again 
Brad Brinkman 


Staff Writer 


The Kalamazoo men's tennis team 
claimed their 68th consecutive MlAA 
championship Saturday in a dominat
ing show at Stowe 
Stadium. 


There have 
been times in the 
midst of their 
almost seven-dec
ade long streak that 
the league crown 
seemed perilous
ly close to being 
stripped away from 
the Hornets, but the 
2006 champion
ship was certainly 
not one of them. 
In team points, it 
was impossible 
for Kalamazoo to 
do any better. The 
Hornets captured 
everyone of the six 
singles titles and 
all three doubles 
flights en route to 
their team title. 


No. 1 singles title and the league's 
Most Valuable Player award during 
the course of the weekend. He used a 
convincing 6-0, 6-2 semifinal victory 
to advance to the championship match 
where he defeated Alma's Ahmet Demir 


in a hard-fought 6-
4, 6-3 match. , 


While Seelan 
has had his share 
of personal success 
throughout his four 
year career at K, the 
team's accomplish
ments at this year's 
tournament stand 
out in his mind. 


At the top of 
the singles order, 
two seniors closed 
out their MIAA 
careers in story
book fashion. 


Photo by Chris Peplin. 


"Winning con
ference meant a lot 
this year because it 
was my senior year, 
so this one was a 
little more special 
than the others," 
said Seelan. "Also, 
number 68 means 
that I was able to 
defend the streak in 
my four years here, 
so I'll be able to 
leave with a clear 
conscience. " 


Junior Alec Kempster and 
his teammates hope to bring 
home a regional champion
ship in Indiana this weekend. 


Seelan's sen
ior classmate Dave 
Atallah capped off 
his Stowe Stadium 
career with a 6-3, 6-


Julian Seelan, 
the team's workhorse who has spent 
a good deal of time this year ranked 
# I in the country, captured both the 


4 win over Calvin's 
Rafael Siebenschein to claim the No.2 
singles championship. 


Following the lead of their senior 


Women's tennis takes fourth in MIAA 
Ted Magdzinski 


Staff Writer 


The Kalamazoo College women's 
tennis team finished in fourth place in the 
MIAA Tournament this past weekend in 
Holland, finishing just 2 Y, points out of 
third place. 


Sophomore Mary Atallah placed 
second at No.2 singles, while freshman 
Smitha Gudipati also placed second in 
No. 4 singles. Junior Megan Fink and 
freshman Lindsay Zuhlke each finished 
in third place at Nos. I and 5 singles, 
respectively. 


Atallah and Zuhlke also stood out 
with a tournament championship at No. 
2 doubles, beating Calvin College 6-2, 6-
3. The win solidified the Hornets' fourth 
place finish in the tournament. 


"Everyone worked so hard all year 
and it really showed when it came to the 
crucial matches," said Fink. 


With the conclusion of the season, 
Fink was selected to the All-MIAA First 
Team, while Atallah was picked for the 
All-MIAA Second Team. 


The season ended up being the 
team's strongest since 2002 - their 14 
wins surpassed the 2005 season total of 
13. After a strong 10-1 start, the team 
began to tumble, but held the remainder 
of the season together to finish strong in 
the tournament. 


"Next year will be even better," said 
Fink. 


With 10 returnirlg players, experi
ence will be a key factor as the Hornets 
hope to improve on two straight fourth 
place finishes. 


leaders, K's underclassmen piled up the 
wins, as well. During the singles finals, 
the men in black--shirts were lighting up 
all of the scoreboards stretched across 
Stowe's courts as junior Alec Kempster, 
sophomore Tim Hubbard, sophomore 
Tim Wise, and junior Luke Marker cap
tured No.3, 4, 5 and 6 singles. 


On the doubles side, Kalamazoo 
was just as powerful. See Ian and 
Hubbard cruised past the Hope duo in 
their 6-0, 6-3 victory in No. 1 doubles 
while Atallah and junior Drew Brown 
slipped by their Dutchmen opponents 
in three sets. 


While the Hornets are certainly 
pleased with their accomplishments 
from the weekend, they know that 
things will only get harder from here 
on out. This weekend they will head to 
Greencastle, Ind., to the NCAA Central 
Region Tournament hosted by DePauw 


University. 
To make a repeat of last year's run 


to the national tournament, they will 
need to overcome an 18-2 Washington 
University (St. Louis) team in the first 
round and then follow that with a win 
over the winner of DePauw against 
Denison University. 


The team knows that they face for
midable upcoming opponents. 


"So far this year they are 18-2 and 
it will take a real strong effort to get 
by them in the regional semis," Atallah 
said. "To make it back to nationals will 
not be an easy chore." 


However, the senior also recog
nizes that K's opponents are facing a 
hot team, that is playing the best tennis 
of the season right now. 


"If we play well, there is no reason 
we shouldn't win the regional," said 
Atallah. 


Softball ends rocky spring season 
Eli Melaas 
A&E Editor 


The Kalamazoo College softball 
team Wrapped up its 2006 campaign last 
weekend on a sour note, dropping its final 
home series to St. Mary's. 


In the opening game, the Hornets 
nearly erased a five-run deficit in the 
sixth inning but carne up short, losing 10-
9. The teams' highest scoring output of 
the season was highlighted by freshman 
outfielder Lauren Millar's second career 
home run. Millar, who entered the game 
hitting just .190, also had three RBI and 
two runs scored. Senior catcher Emily 
Schoolmaster and junior shortstop Kim 
Juwong both added two hits and an RBI. 


The nightcap belonged to St. 
Mary's All-MIAA pitcher Kristen 
Amram. Amram, a IS-game winner 
and the conference leader in strike
outs, fanned 12 batters and allowed just 
three Kalamazoo hits while cruising to 
a 5-1 Belles victory. Freshman Michelle 
Brittain knocked in the lone run for 
the Hornets, who finished with a final 
record of 6-23. 


While the sweep kept Kalamazoo in 
the conference cellar for the fourth con
secutive year, the team still made sev
eral notable team and individual accom
plishments. For instance, the Hornets 
improved drastically on offense, bump
ing their average up 72 points and scor
ing twice as many runs as last year. 


Sophomore shortstop KariAnderson 


says honing in on fundamentals really 
gave the Hornets more confidence at 
the plate. 


"} think it was us getting back to the 
basics," AIlderson said. "I think we hit 
more whiffle balls off a tee before we 
went down to Florida (for spring train
ing) than we did real balls. That's what 
really helped." 


Schoolmaster (.352 avg., 2 HR, 13 
RBI) and junior first baseman Karman 
Hamlin (.318 avg., 3 HR, 16 RBI) both 
had exceptional seasons offensively. 


Looking ahead to next spring, the 
team will have plenty to be excited about 
as it returns most of its starting lineup 
and an experienced pitching rotation in 
Brittain and junior Amelia Barker-King. 


Perhaps the highest priority for head 
coach Heather Wheaton and her staff 
will be improving team defense, where 
the Hornets committed just fewer than 
four errors per game. 


"I think it's just about getting com
fortable," Anderson said. "We had some 
injuries and that forced people to play 
out of position a little bit, but that's no 
excuse. It's just a matter of being con
sistent." 


The team will lose three seniors
Schoolmaster, Liz Dodson, and Breigh 
Montgomery-to graduation. 


"I'm going to miss our seniors so 
much," Anderson said. "They've been 
through three head coaches but they've 
been so encouraging. Their leadership 
really helped this season." 












Israeli army dissenter offers views on Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
Katie Prout 
STAFFWRffiR 


On Tuesday, Feb. 7, former Israeli soldier 
Noam Wiener prefaced his talk entitled "Occu
pation in the Eyes of the Occupier" with an 
apology to the audience. 


"I am going to say some harsh things about 
Israel and the Israel.i military," said Wiener, a 
representative of a growing nwnber of Israelis 
that are refusing to serve in occupied territory 
for a various number of reasons. Primarily, 
they feel it is a human rights violation to the 
Palestinian population. 


when people started settling in occupied territo
ries. Settling land where people already lived, 
said Wiener, has created two classes of people
-one of which has no political rights. That, he 
said, "naturally creates dissatisfaction." 


In Israeli politics "security is the magic 
word." With the Holocaust present in the minds 
oflsraelis and in a location surrounded by Arab 
neighbors, many support all kinds of actions 
undertaken in the name of security. Since, said 
Wiener, there are "no rapes, no massive kill
ings," the oppressions are of "banal evil." 


after. Slowly, however, he became ashamed 
of his service record, especially after he began 
to read more legal paraphernalia regarding 
human rights. 


It was 2002 when Wiener was called in 
to serve in Gaza and 
refused to go. His com
manders were unsure of 
how to react. Eventually, 
he was removed from his 
unit. Soon after, Wiener 
and a group of friends 
published a letter in an 
Israeli newspaper he 
compared in his talk to 
the New York Times. 


foreign human rights activists, but it "became 
believable" to the society at large when the 
protests were coming from soldiers who had 
actually served at the places of contention. 
Reactions were extreme. 


"We were 
either heroes or 
traitors," said 
Wiener, saying 
later, "People 
don't like it when 
you put a mirror 
in their face. We 
put a mirror in 
their face." 


When asked 


"Terrorism is never justified. Most dia
logue [regarding Israel and the Palestine 1 is 
extreme, with labels like 'Palestinian animals' 
and 'racist Israeli monsters.' We need to have 
a discussion on Israel human rights violations, 
yet this does not mean they don't have the right 
to exist." 


Later in the speech, Wiener spoke about his 
experiences in the army. One of his memories 
dealt with road blocks. At one station, there were 
seven or eight roadblocks within the span of 
three or four miles. He said it is easy for soldiers 
with no discipline to take out their bad days on 
the Palestinians by ordering them to get out of 
their vehicle and to stand and wait for three or 
four hours while they checked for weapons. 


"We all," said why it is impor-
Wiener, "like to belong tant for him to 
to a group, to be patriotic speak with Amer-
of who we are and what ' ican college stu-


d·d Aft Tift h Noam Wiener speaks about his refusal to d W· 
From the talk, Wiener expressed his hope 


that people would realize the issue "isn't an 
army of light versus an army of darkness." 


"Nobody dies from these little things, but 
they are still oppressive," said Wiener. 


we I ... er e t e serve in occupied territories Tuesday, Feb. 7. ents, lener 
army, I felt very alone. I said he strives to 
felt better when the letter came out." educate, to give people his view on the situation 


Wiener said the root of the problem began 
Wiener described how proud he was 


when he first served, and for several years 
Israel has grown accustomed to opposition in Iraq and, most of all, he hopes to convince 


from what Wiener described as "bleeding heart" some people of his side. 


Kalamazoo College opens "Journey to Freedom" in Fine Arts Gallery 
Aaron Aupperlee & Nora Seilheimer 


NEWS EDITOR & STAff WRITER 


On Sunday night, Feb. 5, a packed Ford Field in 
Detroit and an estimated 90 million television viewers 
world-wide observed a moment of silence before the 
kickoff of Superbowl XL in honor of Rosa Parks and 
Correta Scott King, two champions of the civil rights 
movement who recently died. 


At Kalamazoo College, 140 miles to the west of 
Detroit, students, faculty and Kalamazoo community 
member listened to Dr. Velma Laws-Clay of Battle Creek, 
Mich. and Dr. Vivian Laws-Ritter of Washington, D.C., 
twin sisters and art collectors. 


Their collection, "Journey to Freedom," is an edu
cational art exhibit currently on display in the gallery of 
the Light Fine Arts Building. The exhibit brings together 
paintings, sculpture, traditional masks and other mixed 
media from America and Africa. 


"This collectIOn is not a historical timeline," said 
Laws-Clay to the audience on Sunday night "It is a 
selection of art that brings voice to the past." 


In her presentation Sunday night, Laws-Clay high-


lighted the four major themes of "Journey to Freedom" excerpt from the documentary, "The Africans." In the 
- African Roots, Against Our Will 
(The Middle Passage), The Civil Rights 
Movement, and Triumph Over Slavery. 
Together, these themes and the art elu
cidate African American culture and 
expand awareness of the artists. 


"Even after 20 years, [ can still 
look at the same piece of art and get 
excited." said Laws-Ritter. The two 
women explained their emotional ties 
to specific pieces of art and how their 
personal experiences playa significant 
role in building this connection. 


"That's one thing about collecting, 
it's your interaction with the artist, 
your understanding of the work." said 
Laws-Clay. Her sister, Laws-Ritter, said 
sh.:: enjoyed discovering the meaning 
and feeling of the art with the artist. 
"The fun part is dealing with the artists 
themselves. " 


-photo by 
Richard Moore, K'09, can 
a group of sculptures during 
the exhibits' opening, Feb. 5. 


film, she was interviewed about her 
experiences traveling in African as 
she took a ferry from Dakar, Senegal 
to Goree Island, the last stop for mil
lions of Africans bound to America and 
slavery. 


"I can tell you about it, but I can't 
make you feel it," said Laws-Ritter 
about Goree Island. She added that 
African Americans have been denied the 
right to be homesick, not even knowing 
where home is. 


Elizabeth Hall, K'08, had a light 
bulb moment after hearing Laws-Rit
ter's reflections about Goree Island. 


"I really enjoyed the segment from 
the documentary," Hall said. "Irish 
Americans and French Americans know 
where their homeland is, but African 
Americans are still searching for it. .. 


During the presentation, Laws-Ritter showed an See Journey to Freedom on page 7. 
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Name: Elyse Suzanne Rapp, K '06 


Birthday: Febru
ary 24, 1984 


Hometown: 
Parchment, MI 


Studies: Elyse is a 
Psychology major 
and also enjoys 
any class taught by 
Dr. Schmeichel. 


Activities: She 
used to play softball and participate in K 
Crew, but currently spends her time hanging 
out with her boyfriend and working at the 
Quad Stop. She is also involved III Relay 
for Life, and encourages everyone to take 
part in the event. 


K-plan: Elyse studied abroad in Strasbourg, 
France during her junior year, and she is 
doing her SIP on the use of visualization in 
learning how to throw a drop ball pitch in 
softball. 


Dream job: Elyse's dream job is to be a 
family therapist. 


Elyse's favorite things in her apartment: Her goldfish 
and the pictures she has of her family, friends and pets. 


What she's passionate about: Travel, softball, her 
friends and family, and psychology. She says, "Everyone 
can benefit from therapy. It's a time to learn who you are 
and what you want from life, and I think it's awesome 
that I have the potential to be a part of that." 


Things Elyse would like to do before she dies: See more 
of the world, especially the parts of Europe she didn't see 
while she was on study abroad, Australia, South America 
and Mexico, get married and have a family ("but not 
soon!" she notes") and go skydiving. 


What makes Elyse unique: One of Elyse's many talents 
is that she can ask people to do anything ~ and they'll do 
it. She has a five-year-old goldfish, and hasn't eaten red 
meat or seafood since she was in sixth grade. According 
to her mother, whom she works with at the Quad Stop, 
"Elyse has a very big heart and is extremely optimistic." 
When her family came to visit her while she was on 
study abroad, Elyse and her brothers had a contest to 
see who could touch the oldest object. Because of this, 
Elyse has touched pretty much all of the works by the 
old masters. 


--Compiled by Jessica Bard 


The Index 
Acting gives sorrows, rejoicings depth 


David Nachtweih 
EDITOR~N.(HIEF 


Marta Barends (Chacarra Murphy) and Allison Oliver 
(Liz Goodson) stand in the living room of the dead Dawid 
Oliver (Alex Clothier), a man they both loved. Around them 
are his belongings, all resting just as he left them. 


"Nothing has changed," Marta says. While Allison 
agrees, the tension between them in the opening moments 
suggests an eminent shift. 


Like previous Festival Playhouse productions "Balm 
in Gilead" and "Top Girls," "Sorrows and Rejoicings" is 
a play mostly of words. Without the strong acting and on
stage chemistry of the cast, the audience would get lost in 
the continuotJs dialogue and complex themes. 


Set days before the new millennitun in rural South 
Africa, "Sorrows" addresses issues of race, memory, love 
and identity through the interactions of Allison, Marta and 
Rebecca Barends (Miriam Sarwar), and their memories of 
the departed Dawid. 


Goodson and Murphy do more than recite lines; they 
create a tangible tension between their characters Allison 
and Marta. Early in the play, Allison loses her gathened 
poise, cutting Marta off mid-sentence to say she too loved 
Dawid. 


Marta reciprocates Allison's resentment Her mother, 
Marta says, never liked Allison. "Neither did I," she adds, 
her back to Allison. While both women have lost someone 
dear to them, neither is willing to concede the other's right 


"Sorrows and Rejoicings" 
Nelda K. Balch Playhouse 


100 minutes 


to that pain; they walk and look away when the other explains 
her emotions. 


Since the present action of the play occurs after Dawid's 
dead, the director, Ed Menta, had to find a way to distinguish the 
present from scenes of memory of the past. Through blocking, 
and sound and lighting designed by Jon Reeves, Menta creates a 
stark contrast between the present and past. 


In the first memory, Marta and Dawid are blocked and spot 
lit at the front of the stage, while Allison and Rebecca are unlit 
in the back. Dawid recites a poem to Marta, and she struggles to 
hold back her tears. 


The isolation highlights the intimacy between Marta and 
Dawid, and also Marta's pain - an effect dialogue in the present 
could not establish. In later scenes, it emphasizes the rift between 
Allison and Dawid. 


All the actors, along with dialect coach Karen Berthel, 
deserve praise for the consistent and distinct dialects. Most appar
ent in the different pronunciation ofDawid's last name-"Oliver" 
by Marta, and "Olivier" by Allison - the cast's accents compli
ment the feud between the two women; Marta and Allison cannot 
agree on a name. 


The play drags in parts where the text slows to develop and 
explain its themes, but the tension and drama between the actors 
is strong enough to keep the audience listening. 


Chapel shows athlete-community divide 
Kate C. Thomas 


STAFF WRITER 


Black and orange coloned the rows of Stetson during 
chapel on Friday, February 3, as athletes explained "Why 
We Play." With more than 250 people in the audience, "Why 
We Play" boasted higher attendance than nearly any other 
chapel this year - except Betsy Hoort's memorial service 
and the MLK and Honors Convocations. 


Intending to recognize and celebrate K's athletes in a 
community setting, "Why We Play" provided an off-court 
venue for athletes, their coaches, and a few other community 
members to talk among themselves. 


Antithetical to the Athletic Leadership Council's (ALC) 
goal to seek connections between athletes and non-athletes, 
the majority of the audience had some affiliation with a team, 
as athletes, coaches, parents, or fans. 


Associate Chaplain, Professor of Physical Education, 
and Head Volleyball Coach Jeanne Hess set the tone for 
Friday's gathering. '"The pure joy of competition is why 
we're here today," she said, invoking athletes' love of the 
game. Approximately one quarter of the student popula
tion at KaJamazoo participates in intercollegiate athletics, 
she said. 


For some K athletes - many of whom attended 
Friday's chapel with their teammates - their sport means 
more than loving what they do on the court or field. 


To Lauren Trager, K '07, participating in softball 


empowers her as a woman, without forcing her to conform to 
stereotypic gender roles. She spits, grunts and sweats during 
games, counter to her grandmother's idea that women glisten, 
not sweat. "I play because I need this to be a powerful, strong, 
resilient individual," she said. 


Presenting a more personal side of why she plays, Steph 
Anderson, K'06, said her passion for basketball developed as an 
escape from the reality ofher sister's death in a train-<:ar crash eight 
years ago. "I threw myself into the one thing that was consistent: 
basketball," she said. "Baskethall kept me together when I wanted 
nothing more than to fall apart." 


Other speakers cited family, past injuries and their teammates 
and coaches as their reasons for playing. 


Swimmer Chris Heintz, K'07,joked about the swim team's 
apparent cult-like activities. "Whenever you see a swimmer, you 
can probably assume that a few more are nearby," he said, evok
ing knowing laughs from his teammates, who sat together in their 
team gear in the middle of the chapel. 


Like the swimmers, other teams sat together wearing some 
sort of identifying apparel. 


Though "Why We Play" promoted athletes and celebrated 
their on- and off-court achievements, few non-athlete members 
of the K community attended chapel to share in this celebration. 
The conspicuous absence offaculty and administrators, as well as 
other students, raises the question of how the community actua1ly 
supports its athletes. 


In the community space and environment of Stetson Chape~ 
"Why We Play" ended up as a conversation among athletes. 







February 9, 2006 
A fashionable evening 


Kaitlyn Walter 
STAFF WRITER 


While some students arrived late to Monte Carlo on Jan. 
28, they all arrived in fashion. 


The women were dressed in old prom dresses, cocktail 
dresses and Goth ensembles - essentially the works. Hair had 
been done, makeup put on, and heels worn, despite the raging 
wind and piling snow. The men were equally impressive, trad
ing sweatpants and hats for bright blue suits, lime green shirts 
and cigars. 


Even the dealers were 
dressed for the occasion. 
Many were dressed for the 
"Pair-a-dice" theme in Hawai
ian shirts, sailor hats, and 
leis. Others were decked out 
in classic casino wear with 
striped red and white flat hats 
and vests. 


"1 had a wonderful time 
with Frank the Razzle Dazzle 
Man," said Chrissy Widmayer, 
K'09. Frank was working the 
craps table. 


While Monte Carlo has 
been a popular annual event, 
members of the Student Activ
ities Committee - the organi
zation charged with planning 
the event - were particularly 
impressed with the number of 
students who showed up. 


"We're pleased with 
Monte Carlo's success and 
we had a great turnout," said 


i 
A student sports a pirate 
bandana and glitsy 
top as she collects her 
winnings, Saturday, 
Feb. 4 at Monte Carlo. 


Student Activities Committee (SAC) member Karman Hamlin, 
K'07. She added that she's already looking forward to planning 
next year's gambling extravaganza. 


For those not prone to gambling or without cash there were 
other stations and rooms with fun activities. There was dancing 
in 'the Stone room, a Millionaire Shop in the old Quad Stop, 
Jazz Lounge in the East room, and a boardwalk by the ATM. 


At midnight there was a final auction in the President's 
Lounge. Auctioned off were prizes ranging from a night for 
two at a bed and breakfast, to pet fish, to gift certificates for 
tattoos. 


"The decorations were super cool," Elena Brooks K'08 
said. "Especially the blue octopus." The octopus covered the 
stairs in the President's Lounge. 


There were few worries about how the night would go. 
Students were asked to show their K College ill cards at the 
door to prove they belonged at the event. Monte Carlo was 
also alcohol free. 


"In the past there had been problems with fake money, so 
this year they included a picture of the president," Hamlin said. 
Sbe said SAC did not report any major problems. 


The next SAC event will be "Airband," on Feb. 18 in 
Dalton Theater. 


NEWSI31 
Gambling among college students: 
a problem or just good fun? 


Eli Melaas 
EOITOR~N.(HIEF 


culture and the lack of ability to effectively deal with feelings 
also nurtures gambling." 


In 2003, 839 people from around the world entered the 
illustrious World Series ofPoker. Two years later, the number of 
entrants increased nearly sevenfold to 5,619. The popularity of 
gambling has recently soared and taken a new level of interest 
among men and women of all ages. Yet, among college students 
in particular, the surge is somewhat alarming. 


Hill, whose expertise is in addiction and anxiety disorders, 
identifies a gambling addiction as having two main indicators: 
one, that major financial, legal, or emotional problems will 
occur; and two, in spite of these problems the gambler has lost 
control of his ability to say no when gambling. 


Eric Horsch, K'06, plays·a weekly gameofTexas Hold'em 
poker with mends and feels the claims are exaggerated. "It's 
all just good fun and money is something a lot of people can't 
afford to lose." 


According to studies done by the Massachussetts Council 
on Compulsive Gambling, teenagers currently have an average 
gambling rate of ten to 17 percent, a rate two to three times 
higher than that of the general population. 


Jason Kohl, K'06, agrees: "In most cases, it seems, people 
are gambling and playing cards as an alternative to drinking on 
the weekends. 1 think overall it's more of a matter ofindividual 
self-control than anything. There isn't a whole lot colleges can 
do." 


Around most college campuses, there are a number of 
potential causes of students raising the high stakes. Dr. Alan 
Hill of the Kalamazoo College counseling center believes some 
are much greater than others. While Hill has treated only one case of gambling addic


tion at K College during his fourteen-year tenure, he assures 
a twelve-step program will be successful if need be. For any 
further information regarding gambling addictions, contact the 
counseling center inside Hicks. 


"I think the most salient influence is the Internet, plus 
credit cards, which makes gambling accessible, anonymous 
and extremely convenient," said Hill. ''1 also think the short
range hedonism, instant gratification, that has taken root in our 


K grad reaches out, teaches for America 
Roger Garfield 
SPORTS EDITOR 


Eli Savit, K'05, wakes up every 
morning in his two-room Harlem apart
ment in New York City with lesson plans 
running through his head, ready to teach 
for America. 


He then makes the 30-minute com
mute to his middle school III the South 
Bronx, where he teaches eighth grade 
American history. More than 99 percent 
of his students qualify for free lunch. 
Statistics say that only 10 percent of 
them will graduate from high school. But 
through it all, Savit calls his decision to 
join Teach for America "one of the best 
I ever made." 


But his job hasn't been easy. 
"At the beginning of the school year, 


I was overwhelmed by my students' lack 
of academic knowledge," Savit said. 
"When I gave my first test, r was stunned 
to learn that about half of my eighth grad
ers did not know north from south on a 
map. .. (Now), not only are my students 
able to analyze maps. but they are able to 
write excellent essays comparing histori
cal topics to current events." 


After getting 32 kids in the South scholarships because of his service in 
Bronx to quiet down and listen to him, New York. 
Savit feels like any job he tries to take on For Savit, the positives gro~n 
is doable. r---------------, from his deci-


While he The deadline for applying for Teach sion to join 
sometirnesworks for America is Feb. 17· TFAareplenti-
75-hour weeks, L.. _____________ ..... ful.AlI teachers 


he says the workload doesn't bother him 
nearly as much because oJ the progress 
he sees ill his students. 


"You always know why you're 
doing it," Savit said. "They wrote me 
Christmas cards saying 'you're the 
only teacher to ever make it fun.' After 
school, the kids try to stay in the room 
because they feel safer and they know 
they're going to learn," 


A year ago, Savit wasn't sure whether 
to accept an offer of admission to TFAor 
to attend law school. He had several offers 
of admission to law school, and wondered 
if he might not be better served going 
straight through. 


Even if students plan on attending 
graduate school, they can still apply now 
and defer admission until they're ready. 
Savifs law school allowed him to do just 
that, and at the end of his two years of 
teaching, he will be eligible for additional 


in the program make a full teacher's 
salary, with benefits. 


Most importantly, perhaps, he 
said, "I know now that there is noth
ing 1 could be doing with niy life that 
is more rewarding or more important 
than teaching. I'll never forget my 
experiences here. 


"It's up to us - the fortunate, the 
educated - to stop America's aca
demic decline," Savit added. "Ending 
America's achievement gap is a 
monumental task, but I know that the 
rigors ofKa1runazoo College prepared 
(me) to make a difference." 


Teach For America recruits stu
dents to teach in some of the toughest 
schools all over the country. To submit 
an application, log on to www.teacb
foramerica.org. Forrnore information. 
contact campus TFA representative 
Tim Herman at k02thO l@<zoo.edu. 
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Chapel Chat: Dog Days of Kalamazoo 


Note from the chaplain: My dog Lucy 
demanded that she be able to write this 
week's article since she'll be one of the 
featured guests in chapel this Friday. I do 
apologize for her short sentences, and of 
course, like most dogs, she ovenlses excla
mation points. Mary Ellen Ashcroft 


Hi!!!! I'm Lucy and guess what?!?! I 
get to come to chapel on Friday!!!! 


In case you don't know me, I'm the 
black dog that sometimes flies past on 
the quad. I'm what they call a "black lab 
without papers." I'm not sure what kind of 
papers they mean!!!! Sometimes I carry the 
newspaper around, but I don't think those 
are the papers they mean! ! !! 


I have ajob!!!! My job is to kcep all the 
K College squirrels up trees!! I'm very good 
at it!!!!! 


In my whole life I've caught three squir
rels!!! I played with them!!! I threw them up 
in the air!!! I don't know why. but they didn't 
like it very much. 


My mom says there won't be any squir
rels in chapel!!!! Why not?????? But I'm going 
to come to chapel anyway!!!! 


I'm coming because I like to be places!!!! 
I like lots of smells and I bet there'll be lots of 
good smells and odd smells in chapel!!!! 


I like people lots!!!! I like to jump up on 
them!!! I like to sniff them!!!! 


Some of my best doggy friends are coming 


too!!!! Siena who's a husky is coming!!! And 
little Amos (who's a minor prophet) will be 
there!!! (I think Amos is trying to come up 
with a minor prophecy for the occasion!!!) 
Amos is almost as fuzzy as I am!!!!! 


My mom says there will be lots of dogs 
there with their people!!!! 


I hope I don't have to get up and say 
anything, because sometimes I can't find the 
right words!!! I'd rather wag and jump up on 
people!!! 


My morn says some people think dog cha
pels are silly!!! Well I think they're silly!!! 


But what she says is that many people 
learn more about being loved from their dogs 
than they do from God or other people. So 


that's what we'll be there for!!!! 
[just hope people will be careful not 


to say words like W-A-L-K orT-R-E-A-T, 
or I'm afraid 1 might lose it!!!!!! 


I've been practicing sitting a lot for 
Friday!!! 


I'm so excited about chapel!!!! I hope 
you are too!!!! 


I'll see you there!!!!! 


Lucy 


P.S. You'll recognize me because I 
have a very fuzzy face!!!! 


P.P.S. Or we can just sniff each 
other!!!!! ! 


Lead, teenage exuberance save Portage's "Pimpernel" 
Ted Mogdzinski 


STAFF WRITER 


Based on the book of the same name, 
as well as several films, the theatrical pro
duction of "The Scarlet Pimpernel" proves 
to be a difficult choice to pull off, but Por
tage Central High School has succeeded 
in doing justice to the original Broadway 
musical. Few high schools attempt to put 
on the imposing show that makes many 
directors weaken from the cost and scale; 
Portage Central took the opportunity in 
stride and will leave scores of satisfied 
theatre-goers in its wake. 


"Pimpernel" is daunting to see in 
a high school production, and based on 
sheer production value, it awes. Elaborate 
sets and costumes show the scope and 
difficulty of running this program. The 
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music is captivating, and the prancing of 
the Bounders during "Creation of Man" is 
well worth the price of admission, when 
you realize these are just kids having fun 
up there. Their performances emanate the 
whole point of going to the theatre. 


Sct during the French Revolution, 
"The Scarlet Pimpernel" weaves the tale 
of an English nobleman (Andrew Franks), 
who rescues the French aristocrats from 
the guillotine of Robespierre. To keep his 
identity a secret, he poses as the foppish 
Percy Blakeney, since nobody will suspect 
him of being a hero. Meanwhile, he falls in 
love with the French actress Margeurite St. 
Just (Lauren Meyer), who has ties to one 
ofthe leaders of the Revolution, Chauvelin 
(Hussain Turk). 


At 6 feet 4 inches, Franks commands 
the stage as Percy, oozing confidence 
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and broad talent, with his authoritative 
demeanor and voice. Franks demands the 
full attention of the audience during the 
son'gs as well as the comedic dialogue. 
He shines in the spotlight and plays the 
hero role like he truly has fought off the 
entire French army in a previous life. More 
surprisingly, his English accent seems 
more accurate than the large array of poor 
French accents the rest of the supporting 
cast uses. Once the dialogue lightens up 
an'd allows Franks to take advantage of 
Percy's dim-witted behavior, he has the 
audience eating out of his hand. 


His chemistry with Meyer is the saving 
face for her role, since she neither shines 
nor falters as Marguerite. She merely 
blends IDtO the crowd and is largely over
shadowed by Franks, in both stature and 
stage presence. Her character just does not 
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seem all that important to the story when 
Franks is up there rallying his Bounders 
the way only a born leader can. 


It seems obvious that Turk was cast 
into his role for his singing ability, and 
not his acting skills. As a high school 
student, not much can be expected from 
him, but his stiffness and inability to give 
any emotion to Chauvelin bleed through. 
He has a set of pipes, which he utilizes in 
holding notes and wowing the crowd, but 
his excruciating French accent is inac
curate and stilted. As a lead character, 
he does not have the acting skills to take 
over the stage. 


The production runs for its second and 
final weekend at 8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 10 and 
Saturday, Feb. 11, with a Sunday, Feb. 12, 
matinee show at 3 p.m. Tickets are $12 and 
the box office number is (269)323-5270. 
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Two perspectives on the State of the Union address 


The government's current state of hypocrisy Students, community members pack 
and the need for bipartisan refonn Ravenwood to protest intelligence 


Jadyn Sanders 
(ONTRIBUTOR 


The State of the Union address revealed 
President Bush's ideas for the course of the 
nation in this pivotal election year. His overall 
agenda had a few surprises- namely the intense 
focus on developing renewable energy and the 
passing mention of abortion and marriage. How
ever, the main issue revealed, both by the address 
and the audience, was the deep and poisonous 
partisanship in modem American politics. 


I have to admit that the behavior of the 
Democratic faction was less than admirable. 
For the vast majority of the speech, they with
held applause with remarkable consistency. This 
could normally be forgiven as an exceptional 
difference of opinion, but the sarcastic applause 
at the failure of Bush 's Social Security plan was 
in poor taste, even rude. These reactions only 
present the Democrats as the instigators of the 
partisanship in government 


However, Bush's speech did little to earn the 
bipartisan attitude he was seeking. Throughout 
the speech, he referenced the World War II era, 
comparing our current Gulf War II to World War 
II, setting up parallels between his administration 
and that of Roosevelt, and between the invasion 
of Iraq and the liberation of Nazi concentration 
camps. He spent more time implying that those 
who speak against the war in Iraq are defeatist 
isolationists than presenting a concrete foreign 
policy for the coming year, saying that there is 
"no peace in retreat, no honor in retreat," and that 
"hindsight is not wisdom, and second-guessing is 
not strategy." Apparently his foreign policy con
sists of framing his opponents as being opposed 


to the war in Iraq as well as humanitarian pro
grams abroad, including action against malaria, 
HIV 1 AIDS, human trafficking and genocide. By 
connecting the desire to end the war in Iraq with 
the fictional desire to completely withdraw from 
the world, he effectively demonized his opposi
tion, even as he called for bipartisan action. 


It is certain that the leverage afforded by 
Republican control of Congress allowed Bush to 
craft his policy with little interference from the 
Democratic Party. Now, with his approval ratings 
slipping as low as 39 percent, he is attempting 
to blame the partisan split in Washington on 
his opposition while ignoring the simple fact 
that respect is earned, not magically manifested 
out of thin air. In the same breath, he called for 
cooperation between the parties and attacked his 
opposition. If he expects to be able to receive 
the aid of Democrats in Congress as he poisons 
the well by portraying his critics as cowardly 
isolationists, he is greatly mistaken. 


If there is to be partisan reconciliation in this 
anxious era, both the Republicans and Democrats 
must come with open minds and the political will 
to cooperate and thus improve the country. The 
Democrats cannot expect to gain support if they 
behave immaturely, and the Republicans cannot 
expect to gain Democratic cooperation if they do 
not make a good-faith effort to appreciate their 
contribution to the government of our nation. 
Cooperation, by definition, cannot come purely 
on the terms of one party. The partisan bickering 
present in our government impedes the process 
of governing. We, as taxpayers, pay our leaders 
to govern, not to fight among themselves, and 
we have the right to expect maturity from our 
government. 


• • • • • • • • • • •• COME AND SEE THE SHOW ••••••••••••• 
................................................................ .o ...................... .o ................ .. 
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Gregory LaVoy 
(ONTRIBUTOR 


In politics, the best course of action 
sometimes involves sitting back and letting 
your opposition shoot itself in the foot. 
For Republicans, this course of action has 
proven particularly fruitful as their opposi
tion has again and again proven themselves 
as devoid of any ideas of consequence 
when it comes to solving domestic and 
international problems. For many, acting in 
irreverent opposition to whatever President 
Bush is saying has become a way of doing 
business. 


Take, for instance, the "State of the 
Emergency" party held at Ravenwood 
Tuesday, Jan. 31, and sponsored by the 
organization "World Can't Wait" - an 
organization originally established and, by 
some accounts, still run by the Revolution
ary Communist Party, USA. In an article 
that graced the front page of The Index last 
week, readers were told how organizers put 
the event together as a way of protesting the 
president and his annual State of the Union 
address. Their methods included: muting the 
TV, chanting, booing, alternate speeches on 
racism and religious fundamentalism, blow
ing on kazoos, and encouraging a general 
atmosphere of patting each other on the back 
for being enlightened enough to oppose the 
big, bad president. You might see, then, why 
the reputation of empty-headedness might 
be earned if the response from the local 
left's best and brightest is blowing kazoos 
and booing at a muted TV. 


I wonder, though, if they cheered when 
the TV was muted at the commencement of 
the address (as was reported), which just so 
happens to be the exact time the president 
was honoring Coretta Scott King, a truly 
inspirational woman. Or if they blew their 
kazoos when the president reaffirmed the 
U.S. commitment to fighting AIDS - a pro
gram he and the Congress widely expanded 
a few short years ago. Or if their partisan 
booing drowned out the president's calls 
for a bipartisan commission to investigate 
the train wreck that is the looming social 
security crisis. Or, in all of their we support 
the troops but oppose the war glory, if they 
bothered to pay attention when the president 
and the entire Congress gave a standing 
ovation to the family of a fallen soldier who 


recognized the risks and necessity of what 
the United States is doing in the Middle 
East. Whether or not one may agree with 
the president or the Congress, to simply 
"check out" every time a Republican walks 
onto the screen and then demand to be taken 
seriously is a state of affairs that most people 
would - and do - laugh at. 


The major problem emerges in the 
knowledge that these activities aren ' t 
reserved for a handful of people meeting 
weekly at Ravenwood, or when the president 
gives a national address, but both past and 
contemporary history are full of examples of 
such benightedness. Ignoring the facts of an 
emerging threat caused catastrophe for Brit
ain prior to World War II, in the same way 
that a lack of knowledge and understanding 
of the enemy caused tragedy for the United 
States on 9/ 11. Ignorance and a fear of 
challenging the status quo means that with
out change, you and I will pay into social 
security and health care systems that will 
be bankrupt by the time we retire. In a most 
basic sense, ignorance allows thousands 
of people to march around and vociferate 
charges of a U.S. government theocracy, 
Republican fascism, U.S. imperialism, 
Bush's war crimes, and other such nonsense 
without a clue as to the real understanding of 
these words and their consequences. 


The crime of these individuals - and 
all of those people whose best response to 
political opposition is to ignore them simply 
because they are labeled either conservative 
or liberal - is the worst crime in a society 
where political participation is encouraged: 
ignorance. In a democratic system, the 
opposition is allowed to speak and all points 
of view are supposed to be on the table for 
consideration; this is what separates the 
streets of Washington from the streets of 
Tehran, for instance. When individuals and 
groups actively disengage themselves from 
the relevant political discourse and instead 
placate each other with sympathetic garble 
as if they lived in an alternate universe, 
the system and all those active in it suffer. 
In order to emerge triumphant against any 
adversary, you not only have to understand 
yourself, but you must also understand that 
adversary. In the pertinent example, this 
cannot be done by inserting your fingers 
in your ears and yelling "world can't wait 
- Bush step down." 
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Ashley Brenke & Karen Doyle 
STAFF WRITERS 


Masturbation. The odds are good that you have mas
turbated in your life-time. Perhaps you have masturbated 
in the past 24 hours; perhaps you have formed a special 
relationship with your preferred hand. Or perhaps you 
have never masturbated at all for fear of the impending 
blindness and hairy-palmed life that waits for those who 
defile their bodies. 


If this is the case, you have nothing to worry about. We, 
the brave Sex File journalist that we are, will delve into the 
black, sticky whirlpool that is the myths of masturbation. 
It is important to realize that some things learned during 
childhood are not true and are told to us out of society's 
fear of sexuality. We are here to reveal the truth about 
masturbation. Next week, we will provide some stimulating 
information about the in and outs of self-love. 


It's more acceptable for men to masturbate than 
women. 


The view of sexuality where it is more acceptable 
for men to be more sexually active than women led to the 
origination of this myth. In truth, however, it is perfectly 
acceptable for both men and women to masturbate: both 
sexes can enjoy all the benefits of manual stimulation. Plus, 
if it were truly inappropriate for women to masturbate, we 


SEX FILES: Masturbation 
would not have such glorious inventions as the vibrator. 


A child who masturbates has been exposed to sexual 
information that is not appropriate for hislher age. 


Children often explore their bodies from birth. So the act 
of self stimulation is far from inappropriate for children. Many 
children often masturbate for years before the social signifi
cance takes hold. One should not worry about moderate child 
masturbation, but should be wary if children start to exhibit 
other types of learned sexual behavior which could indicate 
exposure to inappropriate sexual information. 


Masturbation causes acne or loss of eyesight. 


This myth seems to be more about correlation than causa
tion. What we mean is that many people do not start to explore 
masturbation until their pre-teens or teenage years. Puberty 
also occurs around this time which has been known to lead 
to acne. The teenage years are also marked by more young 
adults receiving corrective lenses. So although some may find 
themselves being punished for masturbating through acne and 
poor eyesight, it is really just part of growing up. 


Masturbation causes sexually transmitted diseases. 


Think about this one folks. "Sexually transmitted" means 
that two bodies with two types of fluids need to co-mingle. 


The Index 


Masturbation is usually a one person thing. But mutual 
masturbation has been taught as a way to avoid contract
ing an STD while still having intimate relations with a 
partner. 


Masturbation causes hair to grow on your palms. 


People do masturbate, but do you ever see anyone with 
hairy palms? And no, people do not shave their palms. 


Teenagers shouldn't masturbate often, as they will 
lose the ability to have children. 


The gf<Iin of truth in this myth is that a man who 
masturbates regularly will have a lower sperm count in his 
ejaculations than a man who does not masturbate. But this 
is only because there is less sperm build-up in a man who 
masturbates frequently. In truth the production of sperm is 
no different whether you masturbate or not. So if a teenager 
(although we are not sure why teenagers should be trying 
to get pregnant) is worried about his sperm count, perhaps 
he should not masturbate for. .. a day. 


Incidentally, masturbation has no effect on the fertil
ity of women. 


Every time you masturbate, God kills a kitten. 


Please, won't somebody think of the kittens? 


Journey to Freedom!Providing connections in Kalamazoo 
Continued from page 1. 


it really put things into perspective for 
me." 


For many students, "Journey to Free
dom" stirred a mixture of emotions. "I 
felt so much pride as an African American 
walking through the exhibit, it just took 
my heart. I felt pride; 1 felt hurt. It made 
me ask myself: 'What can I do? What is 
my part in all of this?'" said Amber Whit
tington K'08. 


Laws-Clay and Laws-Ritter have 
found their part in "Journey to Freedom." 
They said their collection exhibits the 
reality of slavery and allows them move 
forward. 


"It puts us in contact with our ances
tors," said Laws-Clay. She also acknowl
edged the important role "Journey to 
Freedom" will serve to the generations 
who come after. She said, "It is a way to 
maintain the connection to our history 
with the younger generation because they 
did not live it." 


Laws-Ritter recalled a study from 


the 1990s in which 81 percent of white 
respondents said slavery had little or noth
ing to do with them and 62 percent of black 
respondents said they were uninterested or 
embarrassed of their ties to slavery. She 
used the numbers to illustration peoples', 
including college students', deeper dis
connect from history over time. 


"It is our hope that you will learn 
something from the' Journey of Free
dom' exhibit," Laws-Ritter said to the 
audience. 


After the show, she discovered that 
students did learn something. "We opened 
a door in their hearts," she said. 


It was only art that can open that door. 
"We can read a book and learn it but some
thing unfolds in images," Laws-Ritter 
said. "You bring your frame of reference 
to art. It is a meeting of the minds." 


Karen Joshua-Wathel, associate dean 
of students at Kalamazoo College, agrees. 
"People can view paintings and can view 
sculptures and see a picture better than 
someone can tell them," she said. "Short 
of going to Africa, we would never see 


those things." 
"Journey to 


Freedom" repre
sents just a slice 
of the extensive 
series organized by 
Joshua-Wathel and 
the Office of Multi
Cultural Affairs to 
expand the discus
sion of race. 


"It's OK to talk 
about race," Joshua
Wathel said. In fact, 
it is particularly 
important to talk 
about race at K Col
lege because "[t]he 
world does not look 
like Kalamazoo, 
and people need to 
understand that." 


Joshua-Wathel 
encourages students 
to ask questions. 


asking questions?" she said. 


Nick Fabian, K'09, pauses to reflect on a 
pri nt in the "Jou rney to Freedom" exh i bit. 


According to one 
K-student, "Journey 
to Freedom" did 
make her ask ques
tions. "I liked the 
discussions on the 
symbolism of the art. 
As someone who is 
white, hearing it from 
[Laws-Clay'S and 
Laws-Ritter's] per
spective really made 
me look at the exhibit 
differently. I found 
myself answering the 
questions they posed 
and really thinking 
about how to answer 
them," said Megan 
Hall, K'08. 


Joshua- Wathel 
added, "Even if you 
didn't ask questions, 
the pictures told the 


"How else are you gomg to learn without story. " 
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THURSDAY 
4 P.M., Olds-Upton Room 207 - Incentive 


Effects on Problem Solving, lecture by Mareike 
Weith 


7:30 P.M., Kalamazoo Valley Museum (230 
N. Rose) - "Music at the Museum" concert series 
featuring contemporary Brazilian music and jazz 
performed by professors from Western Michigan 
and Western Illinois Universities; general admission 
~5, students ~3 with ID 


8 P.M., Balch Playhouse (LAC) - Sorrows and 
Rejoicings, Kalamazoo College Festival Playhouse 
presentation of the play by South African play
wright Athol Fugard 


FRIDAY 
10:50 A.M., Stetson Chapel - Dog Days of 


Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo College dogs as antidote 
to winter doldrums 


7:15 P.M., Wings Stadium (3600 Vanrick Dr.) 
- Kalamazoo College Hockey hosts Lawrence Tech 
University in its final game of the season; tickets 
~3 


8 P.M., Balch Playhouse (LAC) - Sorrows and 
Rejoicings, Kalamazoo College Festival Playhouse 


HAPPENINGS 
presentation of the play by South African playwright 
Athol Fugard 


8:30 P.M., The New Vic Theatre (134 E. Vine)- The 
Underpants, a comedy by Steve Martin; tickets ~20 . 


9:30 P.M., Bell's Brewery (355 E. Kalamazoo) 
- Chicago Afrobeat Project performs live on stage; ~6 
cover charge, must be 21 with ID 


SATURDAY 
2 P.M., Miller Auditorium (1903 W. Michigan) 


- Gold Company, Western Michigan's award-winning 
jazz group known for their fun-filled shows with great 
comedy, costumes and choreography, performs live 
on-stage; tickets ~12-20 


3 P.M., Anderson Athletic Center - Men's Basket
ball hosts nationally ranked Albion College 


8 P.M., Balch Playhouse (LAC) - Sorrows and 
Rejoicings, Kalamazoo College Festival Playhouse 
presentation of the play by South African playwright 
Athol Fugard 


8 P.M., Dalton Theatre (LAC) - Kalamazoo College 
and Community Orchestra Concert, featuring violinist 
Christina Castelli in Tchaikovsky's Violin Concerto as 
well as works by Johannes Brahms, and Variations on 
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a Theme by Joseph Haydn 


SUNDAY 
2 P.M., Balch Playhouse (LAC) - Sorrows and 


Rejoicings, Kalamazoo College Festival Playhouse 
presentation of the play by South African play
wright Athol Fugard 


3 P.M., Dalton Theatre (LAC) - Kalamazoo Col
lege and Community Orchestra Concert, featuring 
violinist Christina Castelli in Tchaikovsky's Violin 
Concerto as well as works by Johannes Brahms, and 
Variations on a Theme by Joseph Haydn 


8 P.M., Kraftbrau Brewery (402 E. Kalamazoo) 
- Seth Bernard & Daisy May and Luke Winslow-King 
perform live on stage; ~5 cover charge 


MONDAY 
8 P.M., Olmsted Room (LAC) - A Consumer's 


New Republic? Consumer Politics and Neoliberal 
Economic Policy in Brazil, 1985-2005, lecture by 
Sybil Rhodes, assistant professor of political science 
at Western Michigan Unversity 


WEDNESDAY 
]:30 P.M., Anderson Athletic Center- Women's 


basketball hosts Tri-State University 
L-____________________________________________________________________________________ ~--------------------____________ ~, 


FINDING YOUR WAY A weekly column from the CCO 


Approaching alumni: easier than you may think 
Brooke B. Nobis 


CONTRIBUTOR 


I was at the Kalamazoo airport 
recently, waiting for a Kalamazoo Col
lege alumnus. He was flying in from 
India; back to K specifically for a pro
gram review I had invited him (0 attend. 
It would be his first visit back to campus 
since he graduated - ten years ago. 
Although it is my job to cultivate and 
rekindle relationships with our alumni, 
that day I was unusually nervous. Every 
day I speak with alumni over the tele
phone, meet with them for coffee and 
even spark a connection in emails.As 
an alumna myself, I should be able to 
approach them, right? 


My anxious thoughts were inter-


rupted by a voice over the loud speaker, 
"American Airlines flight 1436 has arrived. 
Passengers will be entering baggage claim 
through the round-about door. n 


Our previous conversation had con
sisted oflast minute checklists and goals for 
the program review. Upon my suggestion to 
hold a large sign with his name printed on 
it, he had insisted I would recognize him 
easily - as ·' ... the only six-foot-two inch 
tall Indian man in the airport." 


Standing in view of the automatic 
rotating door, I noticed two people walking 
in to the same slot. An elderly woman and 
a six foot two inch tall Indian man were 
stuck, together. He saw me. I awkwardly 
waved, hoping it was my alumni guest. 
Sirens blared as security 'rushed to the 
scene.' After five minutes, the doors finally 


unlocked and began to rotate again. With a 
smile on his face, he effortlessly explained 
he'd been in the air for twelve hours (from 
London), with flight delays, his luggage 
stuck in Chicago. Despite jet lag, he said, 
"It's great to be back." 


My next few days were spent in meet
ings with him, as well as with other alumni 
from across our country, as the value of 
a Kalamazoo College education was dis
cussed in ways imaginable, and in other 
ways that surprised us all. r watched, but 
more importantly, I listened to them engage 
with one another and interact with students. 
At one point our guest from Mumbai leaned 
in saying, "It is so cool to see that K grads 
that graduated twenty years apart from 
one another have a common thread that is 
so evident." 


On that day in our airport, in 
offices, labs, and boardrooms world
wide - and every other day - alumni 
extend themselves to the College, to our 
programs, and to students. It reminds 
me why K is, and continues to be, 
unique. Any given year, some of these 
alumni were students at the Quad Stop 
sipping milkshakes. They sprawled 
on blankets to study in the sun on the 
quad. They pulled all-nighters to write 
a paper. Relationships they formed at 
Kalamazoo College then, those since, 
others to come, all define the relation
ship they have with the college. Because 
of that, they truly want to hear from you, 
genuinely want to help you, and are 
enthusiastically ready to be approached 
by you. 
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First-years Stefl, Dekker propel college's swim teams 


Elono Tornquist in Farmington Hills. 


STAff WRITER 


Every team benefits from the addition of "fresh meat" 
to add zest to the new competitive season. This season, 
freshmen Katie Stefl and Bobby Dekker have been making 
substantial waves. 


Among these prized accomplishments are breaking 
the school record (a goal for Stefl that dates back to sixth 
grade), placing third at the high school state meet her 
senior year, and winning the league meet - all during 
her senior year. 


Like Stefl, Dekker's early interest in swimming was 
nonexistent. However, at the urging of his father, he and 
his older sister reluctantly joined a local club swim team 
at age seven. 


"At the time I was playing YMCA basketball and little 
league too," Dekker said. "Swimming definitely was not a 
sport I wanted to try when 1 was that young." 


Although known on campus as the freshman swimmer 
who consistently wins races, Katie Stefl was not always 
keen on the sport. In fact, she recalls "hating" swim les
sons when she was younger. 


Here at K, Stefl treasures her teammates as friends as 
well as colleagues, and she appreciates the enthusiasm her 
fellow swimmers have here at K. 


As Dekker developed a love for the sport, he swam 
for Rochester Hills High School and went on to get a first 
sectional cut in the 100 breast at the age of IS. 


Fortunately for the Hornets, a best friend and a but
terfly (the stroke that is) coaxed a six-year-old Stefl to 
test the waters. 


"I love swimming on a team where everybody wants 
to be there," Stefl said, "not because they're getting a 
scholarship, or their parents make them, or any reason 
other than they love to swim." 


The Hornets couldn't be luckier to have an athlete who 
so consistently outperforms opponents . .For the Hornets, 
Dekker specializes in the breast, back, and 1M events. He 
recently set two pool records at a meet in Olivet. 


"I remember seeing a guy swim the butterfly," Stefl 
said, "and thinking that was one of the coolest things I had 
ever seen, and I wanted to do that." 


This weekend, Stefl will try to add to her already stel
lar resume in the free, fly, and 1M events for Kalamazoo at 
the MIAA Championships in Jenison. Despite swimming 
so well this year that she is a favorite in three events this 
weekend, Stefl admits that her most cherished achieve
ments are from her notable career at Harrison High School 


Stefl's prediction for the future of the team: "I think 
we're going to swim really well at MIAAs this year, and 
if we continue swimming well and bringing in good kids, 
we'll be a serious contender for the championship in the 
future." 


Dekker cites relationships with teammates and coaches 
as one of his main reasons for continuing to swim. 


"Almost all of the friends I have made through swim
ming I still keep in touch with today," said Dekker, who 
also values the lessons swimming has to offer. 


Star on Dekk 


Freshman Bobby Dekker has kicked up a stor~ in the 
MIAA waters this season. 


"Swimming has given me a sense of responsibility," 
he said, "for the outcome of the race is determined by an 
individual, but the end of every meet is determined by how 
well the entire team performs." 


Hornets catch fire on road K SPORTS IN BRIEF 
Eli Meloos 


EDITOR·IN·CHIEf 


When any basketball team is need of 
a few victories, high-percentage shooting 
certainly can't hurt. 


Fresh off back-to-back drubbings from 
Hope and Calvin, the Kalamazoo College 
men's basketball squad was in dire straits 
midway through its conference season. But 
using two solid performances from the field, 
the Hornets picked up impressive road wins 
over Adrian and Alma, evening their confer
ence record at 5-5. 


In last Wednesday's 71-64 victory at 
Adrian, both teams shot better than 50 percent 
for the game. The difference, however, came 
at the free throw line, where the Hornets 
had 13 more makes. Kalamazoo got strong 
performances from its starting core as four 
out of five of their starters scored in double 
figures. Seniors Tim Herman and Kyle Kon
winski and sophomore Pat Clancy scored 13 
points apiece while junior Brad Brinkman 
scored 10. 


The following Saturday, Kalamazoo 
once again shot well - 52 percent - while 
holding Alma to just 39 percent en route to 
a 72-63 victory. The Hornets' bench waS the 
catalyst, pouring in 23 points, including nine 
from freshman Henry McCain. 


"Our bench has been outstanding all 
season," said head coach Rob Passage. "Our 
depth is one of our strengths as we can get 
productive play from anyone we put on the 
floor. As a coach it is nice to know that you 
can bring players off the bench who will 
contribute." 


Clancy scored a game-high 19 points 
with eight rebounds and three assists and 
has been turning heads recently with eight 
consecutive games in double figures. 


"We knew at the start of the year that we 
were going to need someone to step up and 
be a consistent scoring threat for us," Passage 
said. "Pat has really done that the past several 
games, scoring in a variety of ways and really 
making himself hard to guard." 


Both Clancy and Herman were honor
able mention candidates for player of the 
week honors in the MIAA. 


Meanwhile, with the two road victories, 
Kalamazoo crawled to within one game of 
Tri-State for fourth place in the conference 
and home court advantage in the upcoming 
MlAA tournament. 


The Hornets hosted the Thunder yes
terday after the paper went to press. They 
will look to avenge an earlier season loss 
against Albion when they host the Britons 
on Senior Day this Saturday, Feb. II. Tip
off is 3 p.m. 


Women's Basketball 


The Kalamazoo College women's 
basketball team (5-14, 2-10 MIAA) 
dropped its fourth consecutive game on 
Saturday, Jan. 4, this time to Alma Col
lege 71-63. 


Shooting poorly again from the floor 
(33.3 percent), the Hornets couldn't muster 
enough points to stop the host Scots, who 
shot 44 percent in the game. 


Kalamazoo took the lead 8-7 less 
than five minutes into the game, but after 
a turnover led to a jumper for the Scots, 
the Hornets never got it close enough 
again. They fell behind 32-25 at the half 


and failed to close that gap the rest of the 
way, with Alma's Darcie Philp shooting 
a stellar 9-for-13 in the game. Philp also 
pulled down 13 rebounds. 


Senior tri-captain Mary Brown led the 
Hornets with 19 points and nine rebounds 
in 33 minutes. Sophomore Kelsea Howell 
was the only other Hornet scoring in 
double digits, pouring in 10 points as well 
as four rebounds. 


Kalamazoo has one final away game, 
this Saturday, Feb. 11, at Saint Mary's, and 
will wrap up the season with a two-game 
home stand against Tri-State and Olivet. 


-Compiled by Ted Magdzinski 


THIS WEEK IN K HOCKEY 
This Friday at 7: I 5 p.m. the Kalamazoo 


College Hockey team will host Lawrence Tech 
University in its final game of the season at 
Wings Stadium. The game will also be the 
last for seniors Greg Paddison, Erie Larson, 
Tyson Cook, Ian Neil, Dan Yaniglos, Mike 
Schweyen, Mike Ruprich and Nick Toboy. 
Tickets are $3 at the door and directions to 
the arena are located on the team's website at 
kzoo.edulhockey. 
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February 
date planned 
for Hicks 
renovation 
Trustees heed 
LEED protests 
By Katie Prout 
News Editor 


With homecoming this 
year, students will have their 
last opportunity to attend an 
event in Old Welles for the 
next year and a half. 


Starting February 
2007, Phase One of Hicks 
Center renovation will 
begin, continuing through 
December of that year. 


Currently, no 
construction has begun, 
although most of the west 
side of Hicks has been sealed 
off. Areas that will see 
demolition and renovation 
include Old Welles, the main 
core of Hicks Center, and 
both the lower and upper 
levels of the building. 


Beginning Winter 
Quarter, students will enter 
the Hicks Center cafeteria 
via the east entrance of the 
building. 


Some of the effects 
of construction have 
already been felt. Student 
organizations like 
Kaleidoscope and POWER 
- two groups that used 
a room in Hicks as their 
weekly meeting place 
- now meet in other on 
campus buildings. Student 
Development and the mail 
hut are now located in the 


-bottom of DeWaters Hall, 
while security is located on 
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Photo/Roger Garfield 
First-year students and faculty attend the convocation ceremony in Stetson Chapel during orientation week. 


Welcome, first-years. 
Freshmen enjoy orientation week, adjusting to life at K 


By Kaitlyn Walter and 
Roger Garfield 
Staff Writer and Executive Editor 


As with the beginning 
of every academic year and 
every incoming class, the first 
days of school come and pass 
in a blur. 


Everyone remembers 
anticipating their first year: 
the excitement, the anxiety, 
the bewilderment of going to 
a school called Kalamazoo 
College, and the nervousness 
of meeting a whole group of 
new people - some who may 
even become lifelong friends. 


But when move-in day 
finally comes, chaos often 
ensues. All of the built-up 
emotions either pour out or 
disintegrate during a week 
of roaming, learning, and 
orienting. 


The year's batch of first
years - the class of 2010 


- arrived on campus 16 days 
ago, and the orientation week 
itinerary kept them on their 
toes. 


Betweenfirst-yearforums, 
summer common reading 
symposiums, a book signing, 
meeting and befriending 
peers, and the event that 
kicked off their K College 
careers - convocation -
they hardly had the chance to 
take a breath. 


First-year Elizabeth 
Chiaravalli seemed to enjoy 
her first week at K. 


"It went really well," 
Chiara valli said. "I met a lot 
of people who were all really 
nice." 


The week began on 
Tuesday, Sept. 12, when 
belongings galore entered into 
the campus dorms and new 
roommates met each other for 
the first time. 


President Eileen B. 


Wilson-Oyelaran and other 
campus dignitaries officially 
welcomed the new students 
that afternoon in a convocation 
ceremony, which was forced 
off the quad and into Stetson 
Chapel due to drizzle. 


"Take time to learn 
from each other," said 
Wilson-Oyelaran, who spoke 
for several minutes and 
highlighted the notion of "4 
and forever" - the college's 
slogan to keep every student 
connected to Kalamazoo. 


Convocation also 
featured a speech from 
Stephen MacMillan, president 
and CEO of the Stryker 
Corporation. 


MacMillan, who received 
his undergraduate degree from 
Davidson (N.c.) College, 
spoke to the first-years about 
the value of his time there and 
how the liberal arts education 
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This way, K 
Committee 
hones in on 
college s future 
By Roger Garfield 
Executive Editor 


Last September, 
when Eileen B. Wilson
Oyelaran began her tenure 
as Kalamazoo College's 17th 


president, she asked a simple 
question. 


"What do we want to be 
in 10 years, in 20 years?" 


With the hustle and bustle 
of running an institution, of 
teaching classes, of attending 
classes, it wasn't something 
that administrators, faculty, 
staff and students could 
answer at the ringing of the 
bell. 


However, in just one 
year's time, that curious 
inquiry has begun to 
foster conversation, as the 
Committee for Kalamazoo 
College's Future (CKCF) is 
formulating a strategic 
plan for the direction of the 
institution. 


CKCF held a campus 
symposium on Sept. 6 
during which it laid out its 
preliminary vision for the 
college 10 years from now 
with the presentation of a 
detailed strategic map, full of 
precise goals. 


"The K-Plan provides 
good experience, but it's 
over 40 years old," Dr. 
Wilson-Oyelaran said as she 
welcomed a capacity crowd 
at Balch Playhouse. "What 
was novel in 1960 is no 
longer novel today. 


"This is our vision for 
Kalamazoo College in 2016. 
(We) will be recognized as 
an intellectually vibrant, 
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KATE'S PEOPLE 


Favorites: 


Name: Keenan Bailey, K'09 
Birthday: December 3, 1986 
Hometown: Elk Rapids, MI 
Residence: Wellness House. 
Studies: Major in biology, pos
sible minor in art 
Classes: Organic Chemistry, 
Organism Diversity, Ceramics: 
Wheel Throwing I 
Activities: Cross-country, Habi
tat for Humanity, K crew 
K Plan: Hoping to study abroad 
in Thailand 


Sodexho entree: Pecan pie days were my favorite days. 
Smell: Old books 
Texture: New carpet. Any kind really. It's lovely to take a 


nap on. 
Beatie: John Lennon 
Beetle: A scarab, like in Aladdin 
Font: Helvetica neue ultralight, it's beautiful. 
Article of clothing: Probably my hat. It's green and I like it. 
Song: Definitely Meat Loaf's "I Would Do Anything For 


Love" from Bat Out of Hell Vol. II. It's just so amazing. 
Element: Molybdenum 
Class at K: Ceramics: Hand Building 
Campus spot: The hill on the Quad. It's really fun to log 


roll down or do cartwheels on or play ultimate frisbee or just 
layout in the sun with a book. You can do basically anything 
there. 


If you were an animal cracker, what would you be and why? 
I would be a dolphin because they are cool and they swim. And 
I used to have a video game for my Sega that let you be a dol
phin. I think it was called Echo. Plus, dolphins totally gang up 
on sharks and kill them. And no one likes sharks. 
List three adjevtives your friends would use to describe you: 
Cuddly, opinionated, sociable, unusual. 
List three adjectives you would use to describe yourself: 
Hungry, bored--a lot of the time I am so bored, ready--maybe 
for anything, but it depends on what that thing is. 
What are your passions? Adventure, CARTWHEELS!, log 
rolling, cuddling, napping, reading sci-fi, watching Battlestar 
Galactica, running, talking on the phone, and stuff ... 
What brought you to K? I came to K because it looked like 
fun. and my admissions officer- Maureen Yanik- wasn't icky 
like the ao's from Hillsdale and UofM, she was nice and very 
helpful. I also was looking forward to study abroad (and still 
am). Plus its small and nice here. 
What is the best thing you have learned at K outside of 
class? On my first day I leamed that giving piggy back rides 
in the dorms is a bad idea. Let's just say that it ended with a 
chipped tooth and a few bruises. 
If you could change one thing about the world, what would 
it be and why? I don't know--I guess not having famine would 
be nice. But not in an X-Files way where you wish for peace on 
earth and everyone disappears--that would be counterproduc
tive I think. Either that or fix the ozone layer, but I think world 
hunger is a more pressing problem. 


The Index On the Quad 


A letter from the editors 
Students, faculty, staff, 


alumni and anyone else who 
may be reading: 


Welcome to the 2006-2007 
school year and to a fresh copy 
of the Index. 


To any new readers, this is 
Kalamazoo College's weekly 
newspaper. Since 1877, it has 
scribed the events of this campus 
and provided myriad insightful 
views to chew on. 


This year, with a bolstered 
staff, we hope to drape the 
campus in watchful eyes and 
dispatch open ears so we can 
cover the goings-on more 
accurately and in-depth than 
ever before. To accomplish 
this, we invite participation and 


communication from every soul 
and every group on campus. 


Want an event covered? 
Let us knOw. Want your voice 
heard? Send us a letter. We learn 
from each other as effectively 
as we learn from any book or 
any newspaper. So whether 
you're an organization with 
an upcoming event, a budding 
young poet with a reading you 
want advanced, or just a squirrel 
on the quad simply trying to get 
a nut - please, don't hesitate to 
speak up. 


With the intention of 
including more community 
voices this year, we have added 
a tri-weekly insert to the paper. 
During weeks 3, 6 and 9, the 
paper will be 12 pages instead of 


the usual eight. In tllese inserts, 
we hope to include more feature 
stories, more columns and more 
contributions from guest writers 
- including faculty and staff. 


We're also planning a gala 
event for winter quarter, so stay 
tuned. 


It's a long year, and 
while classes, climate and the 
unimaginable may change, 
the Index will remain your 
consistent source for news. 


Good luck to everyone, and 
happy reading! 


Regards, 
Kate Boehm, Roger 


Garfield and Chelsea Phelps 
Executive Editorial Board 


How to get on the student's dean list 
By Jaclyn Sanders 
Opinions Editor 


Unless you ignored the 
numerous e-mails sent over the 
last few weeks, you probably 
already know that the college 
is searching for a new Dean 
of Students. Now, you may be 
thinking, ''Why should I care?" 
I know that when faced with the 
choice between taking a chip out 
of my mountain of homework 
and attending the candidates' 
presentations, I opted for 
another long night of studying. 
However, the choice of Dean is 
further reaching than 50 pages of 
reading or 20 calculus problems. 
With his or her unique position 
at the helm of student life on 
campus, the attitude of the new 
Dean will dictate what options 
you have for the scant time you 
don't spend studying. 


Some, like Cait Sherman 
K'09, believe that the influence 
of the president will be enough 
to govern campus life, and that 
the Dean should be merely a 
position of delegation. However, 
I believe that the day-to-day 
decisions made by the Dean are 
not always witllin the president's 
domain or attention, and that the 
personality and beliefs of the 


Dean will not necessarily be 
reflected in their decisions. 


The effect of the position 
of Dean of Students on campus 
is evident in the immediate 
response 1 received from one 
senior when I mentioned the 
search for a new Dean. The first 
thing that came to her mind 
was the denial of a friend's 
planned Living-Learning 
House excursion. Their 
proposed lock-in at Clin1b 
Kalamazoo was not denied 
because of financial concerns 
or liability issues, but because 
a wheelchair-bound individual 
would not be able to participate 
fully. This decision would seem 
reasonable if any of the slated 
participants were disabled, but 
since all of them were able
bodied, it frankly seems absurd 
- especially when considering 
that Kalamazoo College's 
campus is generally handicap
unfriendly. 


After she related this 
tale to me, I remembered a 
conversation I had with fencing 
instructor John Krueger 
regarding the difficulty of 
keeping my equipment on 
campus. He claimed that all 
fencing, including the long
running physical education 


class, had nearly been banned 
after a student committed 
suicide, on the grounds that 
it involved "weapons." He 
described his reaction as 
"slamming a foil onto (the 
Dean's) desk and explaining 
in excruciating detail exactly 
why fencing blades are not 
weapons". 


Although two anecdotes 
hardly make a trend, an 
inclination toward erring on 
the side of extreme caution 
is still suggested. If the new 
Dean is concerned with being 
politically correct to the point 
of absurdity, valuable student 
experiences will be put at risk. 


The key quality we need 
in the new Dean of Students is 
balance. The ideal would be a 
Dean who can balance the need 
to address genuine concerns 
present on Kalamazoo's 
campus and the student need 
for freedom and growth 
experiences. To ensure the 
optimal liberal arts education, 
students must be exposed to 
the largest possible variety of 
experiences, and the purpose 
of the Dean of Students is to 
provide logical, feasible Limits 
to ensure the safety of tile 
community. 
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Hicks: New student center will be LEED certified 
From Front 
the first floor of aids-Upton. 


By the end of Spring Quarter 
of last year, LEED (Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design) 
certification was an issue prevalent 
to students on campus, many of 
who vocalized their desire to see it 
included in the renovation project. 


Their protests were heeded: 
the new structure will have basic 
LEED certification, although the 
higher silver certification level is 
being discussed among the Board 
of Trustees as a possible goal. 


stations, renovation to equipment 
in Hicks that exceeds current code 
requirements, and including ultra
high efficiency light bulbs were 
also named. 


Possible LEED projects under 
consideration include but are not 
limited to the following: creating 
a place for the storage of alternative 
transportation modes like bicycles; 
the reduction of water use by 20 
or 30 percent; meeting minimum 
energy performance requirements; 
the reuse of building materials from 
the renovation; and indoor chemical 
and pollutant source control. "The Board of Trustees just 


decided it was the right thing to 
do for the environment," said Tom 
Ponto, the college's vice president 
for business and finance. "In the long 
haul, it's better for the environment 
and is more efficient." 


"It is definitely a start," said 
Emily Murphy K'09, a member of 
Recycle Crew at K. "I would like 
to see (Hicks) be more recycling
friendly, with more and better 
marked recycling bins. 


Health Center • Mail Hut Counseling 


Student Development 


Deal'! of Fh'st Year Advising 
In a survey of staff, students, 


and faculty conducted early on 
in the Hicks renovation process, 
respondents were asked to choose 
their top five green design options 
they thought should receive the 
most consideration. Number one 
on that list was the use of natural 
lighting to reduce artificial lighting. 
Introducing methods of composting 
Sodexho food, more recycling 


"Ramps would also be an 
excellent development to include. 
Not only would they create much
needed handicapped accessibility in 
Hicks, but it would be much easier 
to move the recycle bins around." 


GraphicJWiJl Walkington 
The renovation of Hicks Center is causing a number of moves across campus. 


By June 2008, Hicks Center 
renovation should be complete. The 
ultimate goal of the construction 
is to help facilitate a healthy, 
welcoming, and useful environment 


for the students to enjoy for both 
practical and recreational purposes. 


"First and foremost, our goal is 
to create a place that is the heart and 
hearth of the campus," said Ponto. 


"(Hicks Center) needs to draw in 
and provide for the students a place 
where they can get together and 
relax, as well as study." 


Plan: President Wilson-Oyelaran and CKCF propose changes 
From Front 
diverse, inclusive institution 
with unparalleled opportunity 
for growth." 


To achieve that 
recognition, Dr Wilson
Oyelaran pointed to four 
characteristics for the college 
to keep in mind: innovation, 
trust, mutual respect and 
mutual learning. 


With those characteristics 
in mind, CKCF set out to 
identify a central challenge 
for the college, one that will 
ensure a successful future. 


During the symposium, 
CKCF unveiled the map, 
which focuses on three 
foundational principles, SIX 


strategic priorities and at 
least four specific objectives 
for each strategic priority. 


The foundational 
principles: 


-Create an institutional 
culture of respect and trust 


-Secure commitment of 
the college community and 
its key stakeholders 


-Create an environment 
where innovation 
is encouraged and 
comprehensive change is 
possible 


The strategic priorities: 
-Deepen multi-


dimensional learning 
-Create an inclusive, 


student-focused environment 
-Aggressively reconnect 


with and integrate alumni 
-Increase college's 


prestige and visibility 


-Secure human financial 
resources 


-Improve 
infrastructure 


physical 


After the committee's 
outline, the crowd - made up 
of faculty, staff and students 
from first-years to seniors -
branched off into discussion 
sessions where reactions to 
the map were voiced. 


One of the major 
concerns was how CKCF 
would implement the 
plan. It had suggested 
interdisciplinary guild 
sessions for the entire campus 
community - incorporated 
into normal school weeks 
intermittently - that would 
help professional and 
personal development. 


However, feedback 
from the discussion sessions 
doubted the feasibility of 
these guilds, given the time 
devoted to extra-curricular 
activities and studying during 
the week. 


Some of the other major 
propositions and focuses: 


-Better synergy among 
the campus community by 
encouraging cross-pollination 
among different groups 


-Devising ways to 
decrease stress 


-Maintaining an 
inclusive, student-focused 
environment 


-Branding, marketing 
and sharing K's excellence 
and distinctiveness (through 
increased K College signage 


around the city of Kalamazoo 
and beyond) 


-An invigorated school 
spirit 


On Oct. 20, CKCF will 
present its map to the Board 
of Trustees. It hopes to further 
develop and finalize its plan 
by November. 


Dr. Wilson-Oyelaran 
emphasized the significance 
of cohesiveness as the 
college attempts to transition 
in the years ahead. 


"It will take time, it 
wi II take resources," she 
said, "and most importantly, 
it will take everyone 
moving forward in the same 
direction. This involves 
being honest about what is 
not working." 
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OUTTOTHE MOVIES 


WITH TJ KOSINSKI 
THE BLACK DAHLIA 


Murder. Sex. Madness. Greed. 
What's not to love, right? But this big
screen adaptation of James Ellroy's hard
boiled mystery "The Black Dahlia" has a 
hard time boiling down all the characters, 
crimes, corruption and cover-ups, and it 
ends up convoluted and overcooked-
albeit lushly filmed. 


In January, 1947, the mutilated body 
of a 22-year-old would-be actress was 
found in a vacant lot in downtown Los 
Angeles. As for the condition ofElizabeth 
"Betty" Short's body, it should suffice 
to say that human beings are capable of 
monstrous things. 


Ellroy's novel and De Palma's 
movie weave the fictional tale of two 
detectives around the facts of Short's 
murder. The well-cast Aaron Eckhart 
and Josh Hartnett play the cops, a pair of 


former boxers who become partners and 
best friends. 


Eckhart is the boisterous member of 
the team while Hartnett is the introverted 
younger cop. Off the job, the two paint the 
town with Eckhart's girlfriend, played by 
Scarlett Johansson, an ex-hooker who's 
nonetheless fresh as a newly bloomed 
flower. 


Eckhart, Hartnett and Johansson 
form a warm threesome. Because 
Hartnett's such a loyal, straight-shooter, 
any hanky-panky between him and 
Johansson isn't likely, no matter how 
often she exhibits her charms. 


Obsessive Eckhart goes insane 
over the brutal killing, while Hartnett 
investigates Short's shady past, which 
involves stag films and countless affairs. 
Her former lovers include heiress Hilary 
Swank, who resembles the deceased 


starlet and goes about seducing Hartnett 
in order to protect her own dark secrets. 


Black looks beautiful, with 
sumptuous production design and 
gorgeously composed shots by veteran 
cinematographer Vllmos Zsigmond. 
Hartnett and Johansson are also easy on 
the eyes, but neither can match Eckhart's 
intensity or Swank's smolder. Kirshner 
proves haunting as Short, seen mostly 
in screen tests, and the fi,lrn would have 
profited from delving more deeply into 
her story. 


'The Black Dahlia" is a very 
complex film. Maybe even overly so. The 
movie feels overstuffed and is certainly 
hurried a'HI. ....... M i'~"*' ...... ~.".......,.. ... 
certainly 
style ov 
is a lot 0 


Still 
loaded 


i' not so great is the casting 
of some ( ! the other leads. I can't fault 
Hartnett' actlllg fO! even a second, but 
he seems miscast as Bucky Bleichert, 
a police detective on the murder beat. I 
didn't buy him as a boxer, or as a brooding 
shamus. There are some voiceovers, in 


The Index Features 


true noir fashion, but his timbre does not 
hold the audience's attention. 


Another actor who can usually act 
and looks amazing in any time-period 
is Johansson. She plays Kay, a woman 
with a dark past who is fighting her 
attraction to Bucky because she lives 
with Bucky's partner, Lee Blanchard 
(Eckhart). She is gorgeous in the movie, 
but throughout much of it she looks ill at 
ease in Kay's skin (if she was trying to 
project that Kay herself was ill at ease, it 
didn't work). 


As for the rest of the cast, they 
are superb. Hilary Swank is picture
perfect as the duplicitous, oversexed 


!\., 0 


his complex character to precision. 
Though "The Black Dahlia" 1 


a pretty mixed bag and could hav 
used much more judicious editing, it' 
still worth a look for anyone who's 
interested in this gruesome murder case 
and Ellroy's fantastical finale. 
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From Front 
has helped him immensely in the 
business world. 


"They were the four most 
defining years of my life," 
MacMillan said, adding that 
his courses taught him how to 
think critically, communicate 
effectively, and get along well 
with others. "At the core of it, 
I learned how to learn." 


As orientation ended, First 
Week began. 


"It's been a week of 
mistakes and experiences" said 
Travis Smith. "I'm learning 
from them and I won't make 
them again." 


Nicholas Clark, arrived here more 
than a month ago. 


"I've only had two days off 


One of the major 
among the incoming 
roommates. 


concerns 
class is 


Some students had 
the good fortune of 
meeting their roommates 
ahead oftime. Chiaravalli 
discovered that her 
roommate, Kelly Hurd, 
lived only 10 minutes 
away from her, so they 
met before coming to 
campus, making the 
transition easier. 


Smith juggled K Crew, I 


Smith, on the other 
hand, communicated 
with his roommate-to-be 
solely over the internet, 
using AIM to chat 
between Staten Island, 
N.Y., and Greensboro, 
N.C. 


BSO and Monkapult tryouts International students prepare for convocation's flag ceremony. 
during First Week - all 
while writing his first college 
papers and working in the Math 
Department. 


Some of the first-years, such as 


since I got here," said Clark, a 
member of the football team. The 
Hornets arrived on campus in late 
August to begin training camp. 


Now, they're classmates at K, 
and, as Wilson-Oyelaran hopes, 
they'll be connected forever. 
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Professor Mozina: accomplished writer, skilled eavesdropper 
By Lauren Trager 
Features Editor 


Andy Mozina, professor and this year's 
chair of the English department, chats 
about his year off on sabbatical, his up
coming nove~ and how he busted an 
urban legend. 


Andy Mozina: My name is Andy 
Mozina and I am associate professor of 
English here at K College and as it turns 
out this year I am chair of the English 
department. 


Lauren Trager: How did that come 
about? 
AM: The chair rotates and now it has 
rotated to me. 


LT: And are you happy about that? 
AM: Oh, it's interesting work, there's 
a lot to it. I enjoy a good challenge. I 
can already see it in print, so idiotic, 
(in haughty voice) "I enjoy a good 
challenge." But we'll proceed. There's 
no turning back. (Laughs). 


LT: But you are still teaching, correct? 
AM: Still teaching two courses, a full 
load for the year, a first-year seminar 


and an advanced literary studies seminar. 
The FYS is about co-authoring your life, 
developing a sense of self within social 
constraints, which is the bland way of 
encapsulating it. And the ALS is about 
sacrifice and violence and modernism. 
But we are also talking a lot about suicide 
bombers and Middle East conflicts. 
Timothy McVeigh, we are talking about 
him a lot. 


LT: So tell me what you were up to last 
year. 
AM: I did a couple of things last year, 
the main thing was finishing the draft of 
the novel. I did finish that. I sent if off to 
my agent and I don't know ifhe liked it. 
(Laughs.) And then I worked on short 
stories, I worked on sending around my 
manuscript of short stories and then I had 
a fellowship, a Mellon fellowship to go 
to U of M to work with people in their 
creative writing program. So I did almost 
like some SIP advising. 


LT: Do you think you would have some 
advice for, say those seniors SIPing right 
now, as far as structuring your time? 
AM: I did set time. I didn't meet it every 
day, but for good chunks of time and I 
included weekends that I would get in 


three hours, with a stopwatch. If I went 
for a sandwich, I stopped the watch. If 
I went to the bathroom, I stopped the 
watch. I literally had a stopwatch. I lost 
it actually, I took it out of my pocket at 
an airport thing, in a bucket and someone 
gathered up everything in that bucket and 
took it, right behind me. 


LT: What inspires you? 
AM: Sometimes, I do hear somebody 
talking and I write down what they are 
saying. It could happen a couple times a 
week or a couple times a year and I start to 
hear stories going on. Like I was getting 
my hair cut and it was this extremely thin 
woman cutting my hair and it was an air
conditioned salon and you could see the 
goose bumps on her arms and it was just 
obvious she didn't have enough flesh on 
her body. And she was telling somebody 
else about going hang gliding at Lake of 
the Ozarks and she went parasailing and 
she was describing how she came in for a 
landing and she didn't really land where 
she was supposed to because the wind 
just blew her because she was so light. 
I just got this idea and I thought "Wow, 
that's so interesting." 


LT: What is the timeline for the book? 


You are waiting to hear from your agent 
and then what from there? 
AM: Depends on what he says. Ifhe says 
this is good, we'll send it to these editors. 
If he says its bad, I might need to fix X, 
Y and Z. I could have a week of editing 
or I could have a year or two years of 
rewriting. You don't really know what's 
going to happen. 


LT: What's the strangest thing you ever 
Googled and why? 
AM: One thing I Googled was birds 
and rice. I wrote a story where I had a 
scene set at a wedding and I was pretty 
sure that if birds ate the rice at a wedding 
they would explode. And I Googled that. 
I went to a wedding where they threw 
birdseed instead of rice, because it was 
bad for the birds. And it was perfect for 
this character who was a food scientist 
to care about whether rice would make 
birds explode. So I Googled that and I 
found the information in like ten minutes 
on Wilcipedla or something and I wrote it 
into my story and I was like, ''The Internet 
is the greatest invention." 


LT: So do they explode? 
AM: No, it was an urban legend. 


From the counseling center: getting emotional support at 'K' 
By Pat Ponto 
Contributor: Counseling Center 


The Counseling Center at K is a 
very busy place. Last year, we pr~vided 
individual and group counseling 
and psychotherapy to 290 students. 
We also do assessments of learning 
disabilities and substance use, we refer 
to psychiatrists and therapists in the 
Kalamazoo area, and we have a library 
of self-help materials that students may 
use. Many of those materials can also 
be accessed on our website, www.kzoo. 
edulcounsel. 


Students come to the Counseling 
Center with a variety of concerns - the 
most frequent are depression, anxiety, 
stress,difficultyinaromanticrelationship, 
and learning disabilities. Other students 
come because of academic problems, 
low self-esteem, eating problems, 
fanlily issues, difficulty in getting along 
with others or making friends, loss, 
trauma, sexual issues (including sexual 
orientation), and alcohoVother drug use. 


Some students have been in counseling 
earlier in their lives; for others, this is 
their first experience. 


At your first counseling 
appointment, we will want you to 
describe what's brought you to us 
and how you understand the problem 
or concern. We may then ask you 
questions about your background and 
other areas of your life to develop a 
fuller picture of you. As counseling 
proceeds, we will 'work with you to 
further understand your concerns and 
the feelings that accompany them. 
Sorting through thoughts, feelings, and 
behaviors will help you understand 
yourself better, clarify your goals, and 
work through your problems. 


Last year, we had an external 
review of the Counseling Center. The 
reviewers encouraged us to work on 
a short-term model of counseling and 
to develop more groups (educational, 
support, therapy) for common issues. 
We plan to follow through with their 
suggestions by focusing our individual 


work more closely this fall and to 
offering a number of groups. After a 
session or two of individual counseling, 
you and your counselor will discuss a 
focal concern to work on in individual 
sessions and/or your possible 
participation in a group. Groups are 
often very helpful to people because 
they allow us to realize that others 
share sinlilar concerns (you are not the 
only one who struggles in this way), 
they provide a place to try out new 
behaviors, and other group members 
often have helpful suggestions for 
coping with similar difficult situations. 
After a month of individual or group 
sessions, you and your counselor will 
assess your situation and decide what 
will come next. 


Students are often concerned about 
the confidentiality of their counseling 
sessions. Confidentiality is strictly 
maintained at the Counseling Center. 
Explicit permission must be given by 
the student, usually in the form of a 
signed release of information, for us 


to speak with anyone about your use 
of the service. There is one exception 
to this policy of strict confidentiality. 
If we believe that a client is unable to 
continue functioning as a student at K 
or is putting himself or others in danger, 
we are ethically and legally bound to 
inform persons who can help reduce the 
risks ofharrn or dysfunctional behavior. 
In these very serious situations, the 
student is informed that such contacts 
must be made. 


The Counseling Center is located 
at 217 Monroe (the red brick house next 
to the Stryker Center) and is open from 
9 a.m. until 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. To make an appointment, 
please fill out the blue intake sheet on 
the credenza in the waiting room and a 
counselor will try to contact you within 
24 hours. Counseling services are free, 
ex\:ept for assessments. Check out the 
table tents in the dining hall announcing 
the groups we will be offering this 
fall, and visit our website for further 
information. 
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Variety, ambiance make Fieldstone Grill inviting 
By Holly Catherine Gillis 
Columnist 


feelings of comfort, strength, and relaxation. For my fellow vegetarians, think about the balsamic 
glazed Porto bello mushrooms sliced and fanned over 
mushroom risotto. 


Many K students, when discussing where to go out 
for dinner, frequently mention The Union on Burdick 


The scent of the wood grill is infectious in the 
establishment. In walking to the table, my friends and I 
were stunned by the magnitude of the kitchen. There are 
glass panels so that patrons can see the inner workings 


On the note of vegetarianism, the food was infused 
with so much flavor that the common misconception 
that vegetarian food has to be boring was broken apart 
and tlirown away. This opinion was echoed around the 
table as all plates were clean at the end of the meal. 


Street. Its proximity to campus and 
its reputation for being affordable 
and for creating interesting, 
different and delicious selections 
that have evident range make it a 
popular spot. 


The Union is owned by 
Millennium Restaurant Group, 
which owns five restaurants in 
the Kalamazoo area, including the 
Fieldstone Grill. Located not too 
far away in Portage, the Fieldstone 
Grill features a captivating menu 
that keeps valued guests coming 
back time and time again. 


Upon entering the restaurant, 
you know that you have 
immediately moved from the 
Midwest to the Northwest, as 
you are struck by the imposing 
yet calming architecture. Huge 


Photo/Kate Boehm 
The Fieldstone Grill is I.ocated at 3970 Centre St, Portage. 


of the kitchen and the 
care and precision that 
go into the preparation 
of their food. 


Thewaitstaffwas 
incredibly friendly and 
knowledgeable about 
the menu. While one 
can chose to from a 
variety of sandwiches, 
paninis, and starters, 
the menu truly shines 
in its entree selection. 
The array spans from 
seafood like the wood
grilled swordfish with 
a pesto rub and the 
wood-grilled Atlantic 
salmon paired 
with a sweet com, 
mushroom and thyme 


This restaurant also shines in its dessert selection. 
While there were many enticing confections to chose 
from, those which stuck out to my dinner party were 
the flourless chocolate cake and the peach crisp. The 
chocolate cake was so rich it had to be split between two 
people. The sharpness of the cocoa was offset by the 
smooth, creamy texture of the cake and the sweetness 
of the blackberry sauce on top. And the peach crisp -
with a combination of crisp topping and sweet, baked 
peaches - warmed from the inside out, providing a 
sensory overload unmatched by anything else served on 
the evening. 


A student can afford pretty much anything on the 
menu at the Fieldstone Grill. My entire meal tip included 
was $12.12. Entree meals range between $12.99 to 
$25.99 and sandwiches and pizzas are all around $9.00 
a piece. 


wooden ceiling beams and a fireplace complete with 
river stones makes the restaurant warm, sending out 


cream sauce to meat features like the grilled Fieldstone 
steak with a Guinness stout sauce and blue cheese. 


So as the campus gets ready for this weekend, enjoy 
something dijferent, something comforting, something 
entirely northwest. Check out Fieldstone Grill. 


Voices from afar: 
Reflections of juniors on study abroad 


There is a Domino's Pizza on 
the comer, a McDonald's about six 
blocks down, and places with names 
like "DVD World" and "Rock Bar." 
Yet in the distance, faded shadows of 
mountains surround the view of the 
ancient Acropolis. This is enough 
to remind me that 1 am in Athens, 
Greece, prompting me to notice 
the differences in those aspects of 
the City that I initially considered 
"American. " 


The pizza from Domino's, for 
example, is delivered not in cars, 
but on mopeds that weave in and 
out of traffic at ungodly speeds and 
effortlessly disobey all standard 
traffic rules. The McDonald's, along 
with its basic menu of cheeseburgers 
and French fries, replaces the Big 
Mac with (not kidding) the Greek 
Mac. 


The city is an eclectic mix of 
modem urban life and old-world 
charm. Our apartment balcony not 
only overlooks a busy city street, but 


also an impressive Greek Orthodox 
Church complete with bells that ring 
at all hours. Streets that are normally 
lined with pharmacies and modem 
stores transform into old-fashioned 
open-air markets on weekends, 
selling every fruit and vegetable 
imaginable. 


The Athenians are also more 
likely than Americans to share 
their time (and food) with complete 
strangers. Case III point: a stop at a 
local wine shop can lead to a two
hour visit with the owner giving you 
free lunch and offering to use his 
"top connections" to get you the best 
bread and cheese in the city, even if 
all you do is sit and listen and say 
"Wow" and "Mmhmm" in reply 
to his rambling, heavily accented 
English. 


Here in Athens, as we've been 
told, it's not about money (for as 
George the wine connoisseur asserts, 
"Money is notbing") or what you do, 
it's about the personal connections 


Photo/Katie Coaster 
Junior Katie Coaster and study abroad roommate Alexa Lindsay, K'08, ride a ferry 
boat during a weekend trip at the Port of Piraeus, a metro-ride away from Athens. 


you can make, whether with the 
bartenders at your local bar, the 
stray dogs and cats that wander the 
city and somehow manage to make 
their way into your apartment, or the 
unsuspecting old lady you crash into 
six times on one bus ride before you 
get used to the way the bus lurches 


around comers and stops without 
notice. We've been here three weeks 
now; these connections are just 
starting to be made, and already we 
know they're what we're going to 
miss most when it's time to leave. 


--Katie Coaster. K '08. 
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Hornets spike Albion, fall to Alma in weekend matches ~ 
By Rebecca Aulph 
Staff Writer 


Where can you find a team that 
sings its own national anthem and 
acts as its own cheerleaders? 


Look no further than Anderson 
Athletic Center, where the 
Kalamazoo volleyball team took to 
the court on Saturday in an MIAA 
bout versus the Alma Scots. 


After singing a rousing rendition 
of "The Star-Spangled Banner," the 


Hornets lost the first two games 
of the match 27-30 and 16-30, 
but the third time was a charm as 
Kalamazoo pulled out a hard-fought 
30-24 win. 


They couldn't keep up the 
momentum, th&Jlgh, dropping the 
fourth game of the best-of-five 
match. The loss sent the Hornets' 
record to 6-8 overall and 2-3 in the 
MIAA for the season. 


"Alma is a good team," said 
coach Jeanne Hess. "They don't 


make errors." 
While disappointed with 


the loss, senior Karman Hamlin 
was encouraged by her team's 
efforts. 


"Alma was a good match 
for us," she said. "We rose to the 
challenge. " 


Coming off a big 3-1 
victory over league foe Albion 
on Friday night, Hess and the 
Hornets know the talent is there 
- they just have to put it all 
together. 


Photo/Sara Whalen 
Mariah Frye, K'D8, looks on while her teammate 
spikes the ball at Saturday's home match against 
Alma. Frye had 11 kills and 14 digs at the match . 


"The team is young ... 
five freshmen this year," Hess 
said. "The girls will continue to 
improve." 


Freshman outside hitter Kim 


• 
season. 


Marble led the team with 13 kills in 
the Alma match. Mariah Frye added 
11 kills and 14 digs. Megan Korc 
had 30 assists and Laura Winkler 
had 17 digs. 


The Hornets have already seen 
ups and downs early in the season. 
They played well in the 2006 Hornet 
Invitational, where they placed 
fourth. Bridgett Blough was selected 
to the All-Tournament team. 


At the Baldwin-Wallace 
Invitational in Ohio, K dropped 
three out of four games and took 
seventh place out of eight teams. 


Despite the inconsistency, the 
Hornets should be able to look 
forward to a more stable year as 
their youth gets more playing time 
and the seniors continue to put forth 
big numbers. 


"Compared to last year's team, 
we're bonding on and off the court;' 
Hamlin said. 


So far this year, juniors Frye 
and Blough are leading the team in 
digs with 2.71 and 2.54 per game, 
respectively. Blough is averaging 
1.04 blocks per game, as well. 


Also a junior, Winkler leads 
the team with 275 digs. Korc, a 
sophomore setter, has 460 assists. 


a rowdy crowd. 


Junior Bridgett Blough spikes the ball i 


at Saturday's match. Blough was se
lected to the All-Tournament team at the 
Hornet Invitational earlier this season. 


The team plays Calvin and 
Tri-State at home this Friday. The 
Calvin match begins at 4 p.m. and 


-


the Tri-State match begins at 8. " 


and three assists on the Sports in Brief: 
Fall sports seasons underway 


The men play at home 
on Saturday against Olivet 
at 2 p.m. 


Sophomore
Lepper and 
junior Aliza 
Caplan had 
two goals 
apiece, while 
freshman 
Kat i e 
Manstrom 
added one in 
the rout. 


Kelly season. 
Caplan also 


has five goals 
thus far, and 
Manstrom has 
three goals and 
three assists. 


Index Staff Reports 


Men's Soccer 


After a disappointing 
2-4 start to the 2006 season, 
the men's soccer team 
hoped to make a statement 
when it opened league play 
on Wednesday, Sept. 20. 


The Hornets did just 
that, shutting out Adrian 
and scoring two second half 
goals. They out-shot the 
Bulldogs 17-6. 


Senior Brett Bullard 
scored early in the second 
half on an assist from junior 
Scott MacDonald and later 
sealed the deal with another 
goal in the 62nd minute. 


Junior 
assisted. 


Ryan 
Junior 


Drutchas 
Stefano 


Crescentini had three saves 
in goal in his 
shutout effort. 


The thrill 
of victory was 
short-lived 
though, as the 
Hornets lost 
to defending 
league 
champions 
Hope on 
Saturday, 2-


Women's Soccer 


The Hornets women's 
soccer team 
started off the 
season with 
a 3-2 record 
in non-league 
play. 


Aft e r 
losing an 
overtime 
heartbreaker 
to Manchester 
College in the 
Hornet/Briton 0, and again 


to Albion on 
Tuesday, 3-0. 


Senior Brett Bullard. Classic in the 


Bullard 
leads the team with five 
goals and two assists on the 


first game 
of the season, Kalamazoo 
rebounded to trample 
Benedictine, 5-0, in front of 


Lepper 
has 
continued 


... 
Senior Kari 


Brodsky has 
led the Hornets' 
defensive 
attack. For her 
efforts, she was 
awarded MIAA " 


her solid Sophomore Kelly Lepper. D e fen s i v e 
Player of the play, earning 


MIAA Player of the Week 
honors last week after 
the Hornets rolled over 
Rochester College, 7-1. 
Lepper scored with an assist 
from Manstrom just two 
minutes in and finished the 
game with three goals and 
an assist. She has five goals 


Week in the first week of 
the season. 


The next women's 
soccer home game is 
Saturday against Saint 
Mary's at noon. 


... 


> > Sports in Brief: Page 8 > 
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The start of the men's 8K race at Saturday's MIAA Cross Country Jamboree at Hope College. The K men's team finished 5th out of 8 teams; the K women finished 4th. 


Solid finish for Hornet cross country at MIAA Jamboree 
By Kate Boehm 
Executive Editor 


HOLLAND, Mich. - The men's 
and women's cross country teams 
competed in the MlAA Jamboree 


,at Hope on Saturday. Despite the 
ominous gray sky and a difficult 
course, the women's team placed 
fourth and the men placed fifth out of 
the eight competing schools. 


"It was a tough meet," said senior 
William Sbach. "Difficult course, hard 
conditions. It wasn't our best day ever, 
but we have a lot of young, developing 
talent and we're all still getting the 
effects of training." 


about his team's performance. 
In the women's 5K event, 


freshman Jillian McLaughlin placed 
fifth overall with a time of 19:39. 
McLaughlin's first college season is 
off to a great start: she took first overall 
in the 5K two weeks ago in the GLCA 
Championship at Earlham with a time 
of 19:29. The team finished fifth. 


McLaughlin believes that the 
team will continue to improve as the 
season progresses. 


the men's team, finishing the 8K 
event 22nd with a time of 28:01 
and 25th with a time of 28: 13, 
respectively. The pair also finished 
close at the GLCA Championship 
two weeks ago at Earlham. 


"Max and I are looking to 
push each other the entire season," 
Sbach said. "We hope to do 
well." 


Like McLaughlin, Sbach also 
has faith in his teammates. 


"We always come on late in 
the season," he said. "Hopefully 
we can pick up a strong team 
for conference and make a good 
showing at regionals." 


"We just went out there to show 
the conference what the Kalamazoo 
College running dynasty is all about," 
said senior Max Melstrom, when asked 


"I think we're going to run really 
solid in a few weeks after serious 
training kicks in," she said. "The new 
assistant coach has been working 
with us which is great .. , we've all 
improved. A few of our girls are off 
on injury. When they get back we'll be 
really strong." 


Seniors Melstrom and Sbach led 


Both teams will compete 
next at the Loyola Lakefront 
Invitational in Chicago on Sept. 
30. 


Photo/Kate Boehm 
The members of K's wom~'s team psych 
each other up before their 5K race Saturday. 


Sports in Brief (continued): 
Fall sports seasons underway 
Index Staff Reports 


Football 


The football team has 
suffered some heartbreak in 
the young 2006 campaign 
- and some broken bones as 
well. 


In their first game of the 
, season, the Hornets fell 17-14 


to Austin (Texas) College, and 
that wasn't their only loss on 
the day. 


Senior quarterback Tim 
Kaselitz suffered an elbow 
injury and could be out for the 
season. 


< In his place, junior 


Jordan Tallman has filled in 
admirably, but the Hornets 
have yet to 
garner a win. 


They fell 
to Bluffton 
College on 
Saturday 
again by the 
score of 17-14 
- after missing 
a 20-yard field 
goal with less 
than a minute 
to play in 


regulation . Junior 
M ike 


Leifeld leads the team with 
two touchdowns and 16 


receptions. Tallman has 
thrown one touchdown and 
completed 30 of 63 passes for 
290 yards in the two games. 


The Hornets kick off 
MIAA play this weekend at 
Adrian and open up at home 


on Oct. 7 
versus Tn-
State. 


Men's Golf 


The men's 
golf team has 
improved their 
scores from 
last year but 
still remains 
near the bottom 
of the league. 


Despite 
lowering their average score 
by more than six strokes per 


round, the Hornets haven't 
placed better than sixth in five 
tournaments so far this year. 


Last Saturday atTri-State, 
sophomore Justin Warner led 
the Hornets with a 77, but the 
team finished seventh for the 
third straight tournament. 


Senior captain Ryan 
Nicholson leads the team with 
a 79.8 average. Noah Oesterle 
averages 80.6, and Warner is 
at 81.3. 


The team next plays 
this Friday versus Adrian in 
the MIAA Jamboree at the 
Lenawee Country Club. 


Women's Golf 


The women's golf team 
has participated in three 
tournaments so far this year. 


The first tournament 


of the year was the Knox 
Invitational where they 
finished ill 13 th place and 
were just five strokes away 
from placing in the top 10. 


The following week, 
K finished ninth out of 15 
teams at the Monmouth 
Invitational. Hannah Masuga 
led the Hornets with an 88, 
and Kristie McAlpine shot a 
91. 


LastweekendKalamazoo 
played in the two-day 
Olivet Invitational where 
they finished ninth overall 
and seventh in MIAA play. 
McAlpine led the Hornets 
with a two-day score of 180 
(90-90). 


The team next plays this 
Saturday versus St. Mary's 
in the MIAA Jamboree at 
Blackthorne. 












WIT celebrates local women artists 
Katherine Wegert eluded the month-long celebration project." 


with presentations by three of the Clicking through multiple slides, FEATURES EDITOR 
"Making art brings peace of artists and a reception featuring the Ms. Fisher demonstrated how simply 


mind," local artist and blacksmith gallery work of the fourth. a pair of scissors is melted into the 
Holly Fisher said as she received Ms. Fisher, founder and direc- delicate form of a dancer, or how 
honors from Kalamazoo College at tor of "Smartshop Metalworking a sheet of metal is sculpted into the 
the "Evening of Perf or- nebulous shape of a cloud 
mances," Saturday, Jan. or a gentle whisper. "The 
28, in Dalton Theater. students inspire me, the 
Ms. Fisher was one of members of Smartshop 
four women recognized inspire me," Ms. Fisher 
as "Women in Town" said of her work, "and it is 
who have generously incredible to be honored as 
shared their craft with the an artist." 
greater Kalamazoo com- Smartshop, estab-
munity. Also celebrated lished in 2002, is the only 
were Sher Marie Farrell metalworking school in 
of Farrell Ballet The- Michigan that teaches stu-
ater photographer Laurie -photo by David Nachtwe'h dents under the e of 18 


: . Sher Marie Ferrel, Professor Amy Elman, Professor Karen Berthel, Cori ag .. 
Pruitt, and Con Terry of Terry, Holly Fisher and Laurie Pruitt pose after the WIT performances. In 2004 Governor Jenrufer 
Wellspring Dancers. Granholm, as part of the 


The Artists 


"WIT honors women who are 
institutions in the community and put 
their art in action by teaching," WIT 
organizer Amy Elman said. Elman 
is a professor at Kalamazoo College. 
The "Evening of Performances" con-


School and Art Gallery," reflected on "Cool Cities Initiatives," awarded 
her development as an artist and her Ms. Fisher a $100,000 grant to 
personal endeavors in Kalamazoo. renovate Smartshop's facilities. Ms. 
"Smartshop was an idea whose time Fisher has participated in sculpture 
had come," she said in her presenta- projects in Germany and displays 
tion. "TIus was a very good place her work in various locations around 
to be; the arts community was very Kalamazoo, Detroit and Chicago. 
supportive ... almost everyone in 
the community helped me with this See Women in Town on page 6. 


Professors share own work 
Roger Garfield 


SPORTS EDITOR 


Here at Kalamazoo College, a multitude of brilliant minds are 
at work. 


Whether it's a SIP presentation, a music recital, a speaker at 
chapel, athletes in competition or even a protest group on the quad, 
some student somewhere is demonstrating his or her intellectual 
bounty everyday. 


Rarely does the faculty have a chance to express itself creatively, 
however. Sure, lectures and chalk notes show knowledge and expertise, 
but imagination can be constricted within the classroom. 


On Monday, Feb. 6, one group·offaculty will have a chance to 
step outside the classroom and showcase its exploits to the rest of the 
college, as the English department will present its annual reading in 
the Olmsted Room in Mandelle Hall at 8 p.m. 


On slate to read are English professors Bonnie Jo Campbell, Gail 
Griffin, Marin Heinritz, Bruce Mills, Di Seuss and Sejal Sutaria. Also 
scheduled to make an appearance is Conrad Hilberry, an esteemed 
local poet and emeritus professor of the college. 


For these busy professors, the reading is a special occasion. 
"What I love about tllis event is that it encourages people in the 


department who don't define themselves as creative writers to do some 
stuff that is outside the realm of their scholarly work and interests," 
Seuss said. "It also brings us together as a department, gives us a chance 
to hear each other in a way that feels like a real luxury." 


Griffin, who's been at K since 1977, calls the reading a mix of 
scholarship and creative writing, and she's looking forward to hearing 
her fellow colleagues because, she says, they just don't have the time 


See English Professors on page 7. 


Students, community members pack Ravenwood to protest Bush 
Elana Tornquist 


STAFF WRITER 


Among the items on the menu at Ravenwood coffee shop 
Thesday, Jan. 31 were a blues band, a mute president, and Big 
Dick Cheney chilidogs. 


For the event, sponsored by the Kalamazoo chapter of the 
nation-wide activism organization World Can't Wait, protestors 
came from several colleges and the community at large with 
cartoon-printed shirts and ready kazoos to express their disdain 
for the Bush administration by tuning out the President's State 
of the Union address. 


Joetta Carr, who with her husband Chris heads the 
Kalamazoo chapter of World Can't Wait, was pleased with the 
turnout at Ravenwood. "As you can see, Kalamazoo has a very 
active chapter," said Carr in reference to an electrically charged 
collection of college-aged, middle-aged, and elderly cohorts 
occupying nearly every seat and foot of floor space in the cafe. 


25-year Kalamazoo resident Kevin Denning was intrigued 
by the posters he had seen around town. "I'm not sure what this 
is all about, but I imagine it will be a combination of watching 


will repudiate his program and demand that he step down." 


[the State of the Union address] and booing," 
Denning confessed prior to the start of the 
event. "For five bucks, you can't get much 
better entertainment," he said. 


Denning's prediction was correct. 
At the commencement of the President's 
speech, the audio was muted, and Carr 
offered an "alternative" address of her own. 
To raucous cheers and frequent outbursts of 
the organization's mantra, "World can'twaitJ 
Bush step down!" Carr denounced the cur
rent administration and urged the audience 
to "drive out the Bush regime." 


"We can read and listen to [Bush's] 
speech later," Carr's said, "but tonight we 


In her speech, Carr highlighted the major reasons to protest 
in the first place. The economy, the war in Iraq, health care, and 
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Ravenwood was packed Jan. 31 with stu
dents and community members protesting 
President Bush's leadership and decisions 
during his State of the Union address. 


allegations of institutionalized 
sexism, racism, and Christian 
fundamentalism all elicited out
raged cries from the audience. 


One blues artist vocalized 
the sentiment of an event that 
was both festive and frustrated: 
"Aller six years of Bush, what 
else can we play?" he remarked 
to the audience. 


For those experiencing 
the Bush blues, the Kalamazoo 
chapter of World Can't Wait 
meets Mondays at 7 p.m. at 
Ravenwood. 
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Name: David Adam Siegel 


Birthday: July 
30, 1983 


Hometown: 
Northbrook, 
IL 


Studies: Dave 
is an Art/Art 
History major, 
and also enjoys 
studying the 
Thai language 
and creative 
writing. 


Activities: He enjoys making public art, 
playing volleyball and cooking. He was also 
a former goalie for the K hockey team and 
has taken ceramics classes at the Kalamazoo 
Institute of Art. 


K-plan: Dave studied abroad in Thailand 
for nine months, and was in the country for 
almost a year before returning home. His 
SIP involves writing traditional Thai poetry 
and translating it into English. 


Dream job: To be a professional volleyball 
player and, in the offseason, be an art collector special
izing in tea bowls. 


Dave's favorite things in his room: a Coca-Cola bottle 
lamp, his tea bowl collection and the leaves he used to 
insulate his window. 


What he's passionate about: Art (especially ceramics), 
the environment and volleyball. 


Things Dave would like to do before he dies: Get his 
poetry published in a major literary magazine; have 
the opportunity to live off of the land for longer than 
one month; and learn to speak Italian and Japanese, in 
addition to the Thai, Spanish and Hebrew he already 
knows. 


What makes bim unique: Dave lived In a desert in 
Boulder, Utah for a month during the summer before 
hiS junior year at K. It was part of the Boulder Outdoor 
Survival School. He chose to go to K over University 
of California at Santa Cruz on a volleyball scholarship 
and. while studying abroad, he was an apprentice to a 
Thai potter. He once caught a fish with his bare hands 
and can make fire with sticks. 


--Compiled by Jessicu Bard 


The Index 


Responses to Jan. 26 Jane Elliot article 
Students, faculty and staff. 


In the article "Activist Jane Elliot explores prejudice in 
discussion," published in the Jan. 26, 2006 edition of The 
Index, the tenn "colored" was used in referring to the race 
of a student participating in a lecture given by anti-racism 
activist Jane Elliot. The use of the tenn was a failure by our 
staff to recognize the connotations and history of the word 
"colored." We apologize for the harm the use of this word 
has caused the Kalamazoo College comnnullty. 


After speaking with the writer of the article, I realize 
that her use of the word was the result of confusion in 
tenninology. While I do not believe this excuses it, I am 
certain she now understands the contemporary meanings 
of the word and deeply regrets the mistake. 


I am also responsible for printing the tenn. As editor, I 
read every article before it is placed in the paper each week. 
Despite my education about race and persona! experience 
with it, I read the phrase "colored woman" without stopping. 
I forgot that my role as editor extends beyond typos and 
grammatical errors; I am also responsible for the content of 
this publication and its representation of the issues that affect 
our daily lives. I, too, am deeply sorry for the oversight. 


The following letters are responses from members of 
the K community. I encourage you all to read their contribu
tions and consider what they have to say. 


Sincerely, 
David Nachtweih, Editor-in-Chief 


To the Editors: 
In the last issue, an African American student was 


referred to as a "colored woman." I'm almost sure-at least 
I'd like to believe-that the writer had "woman of color" in 
mind and perhaps doesn't recognize the difference between 
the two terms. Often, the difference between seemingly 
similar terms lies in usage, context, and history. "Colored" 
was a tenn used by white people to subordinate African 
Americans for many years in this country. It is no longer 
considered a legitimate tenn and is generally regarded as 
one of disrespect. I encourage the Index staff to cultivate 
greater familiarity with the language of diversity. To a very 
great extent, how we use language determines how we see 
and treat each other. 


Gail Griffin, Professor of English 


To the Editors: 
I had not yet read the article on activist Jane Elliot's 


visit to campus in last week's Index when it came to my 
attention that the term "colored" was used to refer to an 
African American student on our campus. Saying this, 
I'm not sure what my reaction would have been had I not 
known this irlformation prior to reading the article. It's quite 
possible that I would have read the article and not even 
noticed ... skipped over it, missed it, not even registered that 
the tenn was problematic, as many of you have probably 
done, and as both the author and the editors did. But I read 
the article for the first time knowing this irlforrnation and 
couldn't help but feel taken aback by the usage of a term 


that hasn't been considered appropriate for decades and is quite 
offensive to many. 


Granted, it's hard to keep up with what's ''politically cor
rect". Within the African American community there are some 
who prefer to identifY as African American and others as black. 
But the use of the term "colored" was wholly rejected during the 
civil rights movement some four decades ago primarily because of 
its connection with Jim Crow laws of the South and the demean
ing and disernpowering segregation and racism that continued 
throughout post-Emancipation United States. 


On an overwhelmingly white campus such as our own, we 
must always be cognizant of race. In this instance, not enough 
care was given to overriding the "default" of racism that runs 
through the veins of our culture. As a white woman, I know how 
easy it can be to ignore race, but I choose to stand in solidarity 
with those who do not share this privilege. We're all busy ... with 
our classes, activities, and persona! lives and it's hard to be on 
our toes trying to think outside of the box. But we must continue 
to make efforts to educate ourselves and to work to dismantle 
systems of power that work against persons of color. When we 
do so, we're working against the ways we are socialized to think, 
and this takes some effort. Jane Elliot pointed out that we're all 
prejudiced in some fashion. I encourage our campus to be mindful 
of the ways in which power structures work to the advantage of 
some and the disadvantage of others. We need to be conscious 
of the systemic nature of injustice in our world and how it can be 
perpetuated through our behavior, our speech, and our harboring 
of stereotypes of persons who are underrepresented in the power 
structures or our culture. We must be the change we seek. 


Tieneke vanLonkhuyzen, K'06 


To the Editor: 
I took in one of those intensely uncomfortable breaths when 


I read the phrase "colored woman" in Kaitlyn Walter's article on 
Jane Elliot in the fourth week issue ofThe Index. It was a horrible 
thing to read, and horribly revealing. If it was written here at K, 
where is the place it could not be written? If it was written here, 
where "liberal" education is a way of life, how pervasive across 
our culture is the blind spot from which it carne? 


Should Ms. Walter admit that itwas a mistake, even a horrible 
mistake, that would be a step in the right direction, but it would not 
be enough. This mistake requires much more ownership than that, 
by more than those directly responsible. This mistake requires 
action, not just the reporter's (though she wrote it), not just The 
IndexstatPs (though they proofed it). This mistake transcends the 
reporter, and must rest with a greater number of us. All of us who 
are white members of this community are accountable. All ofus 
are responsible. All of us should act to change the system/culture 
that tolerates (and thereby precipitates) that which history suggests 
is likely to happen next - little if anything. 


I deeply regret that the African-American members of our 
community (and other community members of color) had no 
choice but to suffer it I am accountable for it. I hold responsibility 
for it. I apologize and need to act on it, personally, and as part of 
a system that makes it far too easy for those of us with uneamed 
privilege to avoid action altogether. 


Richard Berman, Center for Career Development director 







February 2, 2006 


Ice skating and awkward 
pauses a true blind date 


Holly C. Gillis 
STAFF WRITER 


It seems clear that the date has died 
on college campuses. It's clear that the 
random hook up has proven a more, 
shall I say, lucrative endeavor. But is 
it? The Index wanted to know why it 
died and what it was like to go on a 
blind date. We planned out a date and 
intended to follow two students as they 
proceeded on 
their first date 
as a silent and 
invisible third 
wheel. 


Two 
issues ago, 
readers were 
asked to 
write-in if 
they were 
interested in 
partici pati ng 
in th e pro j - "--_..;....:00.:'--_--' 


couple was on the ice. It proved to be a 
rewarding date scheme because the two 
were able to continue their conversa
tion as they moved. Now that they had 
something to do together, it seemed 
like the conversation was easier too. 
After about a half hour of skating, the 
two decided that it was time to go get 
a couple of drinks. 


Over drinks and after the awkward 
silence tally 
topped out 
at four, we 
discussed, as 
a threesome, 
why the date 
has died. It 
seemed that 
people want 
to avoid the 
hard part: 
asking. 
While the 


ect. Joel Haas 
K'06 and 


-photo by J.",,,, Bard f ear 0 f 
Despite a few awkward silences, Nora Hickey and rejection is 
Joel Hass, both K'o6, had a successful blind date. debilitating, 


Nora Hickey 
K'06 were set up. These seniors, 
although they have several friends in 
common, had never spent a significant 
amount of time together. 


When Joel picked up Nora, clearly 
out of practice, he neglected to bring 
flowers or open her door to the car. 
The 'Ugga Chaka' song set the mood 
and we were off to Millennium Park 
in Portage for ice skating. The drive 
began awkwardly; the two would begin 
conversation only for it to end abruptly. 
Short, small but discomfited silences 
would follow. 


The couple did what was necessary 
to restart the dialogue, though. Nora, 
more commonly, would try a question 
that would incite some what evocative 
conversation, while Joel would, when 
the drive provided, make good eye 
contact. 


In contrast to what the name 'Mil
lennium Park Ice Rink' infers, we 
arrived at the smallest ice rink that has 
ever existed. After renting skates and 
then some fumbling with the laces, the 


it's the fear 
of acceptance that's insurmountable. 
The real pressure begins after someone 
accepts. 


It seems our college age society 
has gotten to the point where the only 
time you go out to dinner with some
one is when there is something already 
there. We no longer use it as a tool to 
get to know someone that we may find 
interesting. 


Joel and Nora made a list of a few 
things to remember if you decide to help 
bring back the date. Their most impor
tant tips: be able to laugh at yourself 
and with each other, and don't choose 
an activity that will prevent you both 
from communicating. 


There is a raft of events downtown 
that could provide suitable ideas for 
two people interested in bringing back 
a tradition that apparently went out with 
acid wash jeans. 


If you're interested in participating 
in this revolution, contact The Index at 
index@kzoo.edu. All are welcome to 
submit their names or their date ideas. 


ON THE QUADI31 
Mother Earth Recycle Rally 


Aaron Aupperlee 
STAFF WRITER 


Chants, speeches and the school yard beats 
of Jurassic 5 disrupted the serenity of falling 
snow on Kalamazoo College's quad late Monday 
afternoon as recyclers and their supporters held 
a pep rally to raise excitement about Recy
c1eMania. The first ever ManiaRaIJy kicked off 
the ten-week long recycling competition which 
began on Sunday, January 29. 


Carrying signs, flags, banners and wear
ing sandwich boards all made from recycled 
or reused materials, the crew convened on the 
steps of Hicks Center at 4:30 to remind students 
to recycle as they crossed the quad or ascended 
the steps for dinner. Despite the cold and snowy 
weather, the recyclers kept a festive mood, 
whether chanting, giving speeches or dancing. 


Rob Morrison, K'06, head ofEnvOrg, and 
Sam Sedaei, K'06, head of the College Demo
crats, jomed the recyclers at the rally. Sedaei 
expressed his excitement about the rally in an 
impromptu speech. He noted he did not remem
ber such a rally occurring last year and wished the 
recyclers luck as they began the competition. 


Although fighting hunger and coldness, 
Danielle Badra, K'08, enjoyed the rally. "I 
really like the dancing," she said. "It made me 
feel connected in my mind, body and spirit to 
the Earth." Badra has been recycling for two 
years and carried a sign with the phrase "Word 
to your mother" on it, in reference to Mother 
Earth. She can say this phrase in five different 
languages and stepped up to the microphone to 
demonstrate this skill. 


Badra called the event a mid-level protest 
but added the recyclers were not protesting any
thing. "I do believe the rally raised awareness to 
tho~ who noticed us blasting music across the 
quad, which I think a lot people did," she said. 


I 


Emily Murphy, K'09, waves the Recyclem
ania flag on the steps of Hicks at the rally. 


Recyclers used various methods to raise 
awareness during the rally. Many simply 
amounted to making noise. Crew member 
Sharat Reddy, K'06, sat in the Beast, one of the 
recycling program's golf carts, and periodically 
honked the hom; Emily Murphy, K'09, stood in 
the back, waving the RecycleMania flag. 


The rally lasted until 5:30 and by the end, 
the weather drove many of the 'Mania support
erS' inside Hicks. Badra believes, however, that 
everyone who participated had a good time. 
"And that's what is important," she added. "That 
people were having a good time and supporting 
recycling." 


Editor s note: AaronAupperlee is employed 
by the Recycling Program and was at the rally. 
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Chapel Chat: Reality TV, reality Chapel, reality spirituality 
~-


In those first weeks after 9/11, Reality 
TV took a dive. I remember radio commenta
tors arguing that, now that reality had crashed 
into our lives, Reality TV would cease to 
exist. Well, not exactly. 


Why Reality TV? What pulls us into 
"The Apprentice"? People express embar
rassment about \vatching "Survivor," but they 
don't stop. What deep desire does "Extreme 
Makeover" fulfill? 


Maybe we don't have enough reality in 
our lives. I mean, it's hard to imagine people 
living in northern Europe in the year 700 (if 
they'd had televisions) tuning into "The Fear 
Factor." They had the barbarian hordes pillag
ing, raping, murdering - they didn't need 
any more reality. Or Laura Ingalls during the 
"long winter" watching "Are You Hot"? 


Does Reality TV bring reality? Do we 
want reality? Maybe "Trading Spouses" pro
vides a pseudo-reality, giving us the feeling 
we are experiencing the real thing. In some 


ways tIus may be parallel to the idea of watch
ing tragedy and by tIle tinJe "Othello" ends and 
bodies are littered allover the stage, we've had 
our catIJartic experience - Iago got what he 
deserved - and we can go home feeling better 
about the world and ourselves. 


Reality: In were forced to summarize my 
vision for chapel at K, it would be that. Too 
often religion has been used to hide from the 
messy complexities of real life. I believe that 
spiritUality at its best is the opposite: it's about 
deeply knowing one's self, authentically con
necting with others, truly knowing oneselfto be 
part of a community. Many times when religion 
goes wrong it's because there's been a lack of 
authenticity, a lack of reality in its adherents. 


Can you get to this kind of reality by "''3tch
ing "The Bachelor'''? I suspect not. In the Hebrew 
scriptures, David has a reality experience. (In 
case your memory is a little fuzzy, King David 
had sex with Bathsheba and then arranged for 
her husband to be killed in battle ... no, this is not 


a soap opera.) David's mentor, Nathan, knows 
David needs to see himself clearly and so he 
tells hinl a story about a poor man whose one 
little lamb is taken by a rich man. When David 
responds with outrage, Nathan says, "It's you, 
buddy, who have done this awful thing." Some
how David had to "suspend reality" in order to 
get to a point where he could see hin1self clearly. 
(perhaps it was harder for David since he was 
a rich, powerful, white male ... but he needed 
help in order to see his reality. In the psalm 
that comes out of this epiphany, David writes 
to God, "You desire truth in my inmost being." 
More than anything, we need truth, integrity, 
authenticity in our inmost selves. 


Over the last few weeks, I've felt encour
aged by some of what people have brought into 
chapeL I spoke about how I'd felt pressured 
to be good and sweet, and how I'd realized 
I could bring the whole range of feelings to 
God. The next week psychology professor 
Karyn Boatright spoke about the "Imposter 


Syndrome"- that sense many of us have 
that we are not good enough and if anyone 
really knew us we'd be in big trouble. Six 
students/alums spoke too, expressing their 
sense of fear and shame. And then tlus last 
week., as we honored Betsy Hoor!, there were 
many tears. (This Friday we "'ill hear from 
student athletes "Why We Play" and the fol
lowing week our dogs will be leading chapel, 
and they are very good at reality!) 


It's not that I want us to be emotional 
wrecks, but I do believe this: as we bring 
the whole of ourselves, our confusion, our 
doubts, our fears, our anger, our tears - as 
we bring all of these realities to chapel, we 
will find more meaning there than we thought 
possible. This is what authentic spirituality 
is about. 


Not only wiIl bringing all of this help 
us to connect with our spiritual selves; it will 
also bring us more closely into a meaningful 
community here at K. 


Friends share memories of Betsy Hoort during Friday's chapel service 
Kate C. Thomus 
STAFFWRffiR 


The bells of Stetson Chapel tolled 27 tinJes 
Friday morning, Jan. 27, in remembrance of 
Betsy Hoor!: six times for a woman, and 21 times 
for each of the years she lived. 


Inside the chapel, over 200 students, faculty, 
sta.tt: and visitors stood in a circle holding hands, 
shedding tears, and remembering a friend and 
community member who died Dec. 9, 2005. 


Opening the service, Chaplain Mary Ellen 
Ashcroft encouraged those in attendance to have 
an authentic and sensory experience. "I invite 
you to catch a glimmer of Betsy and know her 
passions, dreanJs, and glories," she said. ''Let 
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them write on your heart so that Betsy's life can 
live on." 


Providing one of those glimmers, Dana 
Szombati, K'06, saw the service as an opportu
nity for her to celebrate and share her best friend's 
life among friends and with the K community. "I 
thought [the service] was a crucial moment on 
K's campus when everyone - those who knew 
her and those who didn't -could come together, 
laugh, cry, share our pain, and celebrate our love 
for one of our own," she said in an email. 


One of eleven speakers in the service, 
Szombati's introduction rerninded everyone of 
the void left by her friend's death. "I'm Dana, of 
'Betsy and Dana," she said. ''Betsy was always 
proud to say that she was the louder and cruder 


version of me." 
History professor Charlene Boyer Lewis 


revealed some of Betsy's quirks. "When she 
came into class, she inlmediately kicked offher 
shoes and always revealed some wild socks," she 
said. ''Betsy completely understood the inlpact 
the adventures ofLaura Ingles could have on the 
heart of a Michigan girl." 


Unlike Boyer Lewis, English professor 
Amy Smith never had Betsy as a student. Smith 
shared the lessons she learned from Betsy as her 
son's babysitter. ''When Betsy was with you, 
she was with you and you knew it," she said. 
''When Betsy was having fun, so were you, and 
you knew it." 


For some, Friday's memorial service helped 
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to process Betsy's death. "It was great being 
around other people who were hurting, and not 
holding it in," Sobia Khaja, K'06 said 


For others, it affirmed her life. Brad Berndt, 
K'06, recounted a moment when he and Betsy 
were traveling in Dublin, during their study 
abroad, and Betsy took a picture of graffiti. 
Berndt thinks that message-''Hello dear friend, 
I love today" - applied to Betsy's daily life. 


"Something stirred inside of Betsy when 
she saw that graffiti," Berndt said in an email. "It 
is rather remarkable that someone would take the 
tinJe to write an uplifting message instead of the 
normal, unflattering images ... Betsy realized this, 
and wanted to remind herself that when you least 
expect it, you can find something beautiful " 
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Amidst rhetoric, Ramas victory could have silver lining 


David Kudzia 
CONTRIBUTOR 


The elections of Wednesday, Jan. 25 , marked a con
siderable change in the makeup of the Palestinian govern
ment. Fatah, the party of the current president Mahmoud 
Abbas, lost much of its former power, owing to the success 
of the political arm of Ramas at the ballot box. This has 
generated tremendous amounts of anxiety and fear in both 
Jerusalem and Washington, D.C. Rowever, it is my belief 
that there may be a silver lining behind this green-tinted 
(Ramas' official color) cloud. 


First of all, Ramas is a terrorist organization. It 
carries out suicide bombings throughout Israel, fires 
rockets across the border into residential areas, and runs 
untold quantities of weapons from Egypt through Gaza. 
The charter of Ramas declares their objective to be the 
destruction of the state of Israel, wiping both it and its 
people off the map. The worry of the Israeli government 
now becomes obvious. 


Ramas has gained the favor of many Palestinians 


by offering visible and continual resistance to the Israeli 
Army and settlers. But more than that, Ramas has become 
the state the Palestinians never had. It runs schools, health 
care facilities, and provides many other services lacking 
in the slums of the West Bank and Gaza. 


So what makes me hopeful that Ramas' entrance into 
politics may hold promise? Ramas has run on a reform and 
anti-corruption platform, seeking to gain offices ranging 
from parliamentary seats and ministerial posts to mayoral 
offices. While the campaign promises of any party are 
more than a little suspect, the fact that Ramas has chosen 
to field a list of candidates is encouraging. Raving a stake 
in the governing of the Palestinian Authority (PA) might 
discourage Ramas from launching attacks on Israelis, 
since they now have people in positions of authority, open 
to Israeli counter-strikes. 


Secondly, if Ramas works to combat corruption in 
the PA, and is able to help increase the standard of living 
within Gaza and the West Bank, that serves to reduce 
support for its acts of terrorism. People with greater 


material wealth usually are more risk adverse, seeking 
to protect what they have. Suicide bombings only bring 
reprisals from Israeli helicopters and home demolitions 
by bulldozers. 


Lastly, the political party that Ramas is fielding makes 
no mention of the destruction of Israel in its manifesto. 
Ramas' leaders have toned down their rhetoric, focusing 
on the plight of the Palestinians under the current regime. 
Their candidates do the same, sensing that perhaps people 
are tired of the killing. 


If these factors combine properly, Ramas may take the 
route of the IRA, moving farther into the political realm 
and abandoning terrorism as a means to power. If they 
prove capable of improving the lot ofthe Palestinians and 
reducing the level of violence, then Ramas should be aided 
by both Israel and the United States. Though this option is 
fraught with peril, what is the alternative? The continued 
warfare in the West Bank has done little to improve the 
security ofisraelis or the lives of Palestinians. To continue 
on the same failed path will solve nothing. 


The dangers Alito poses to Americans and the Constitution 
Sam Sedaei 
CONTRIBUTOR 


Two weeks ago, the Senate Judiciary Com
mittee held over eighteen hours of hearings on 
the nomination of the Supreme Court nominee 
judge Samuel Alito. Raving listened to over 
fifteen hours of those hearings, I intend to point 
out many reasons-with focus ontwo-wbich 
lead me to conclude that Alito is the wrong 
choice for America's Supreme Court. 


PRIVACY: One of the reasons most 
Democrats and I believe Alito poses a danger 
to our rights is his views on a woman's right to 
privacy. In his now-notorious job application to 
the Reagan Administration, he stated that "the 
constitution does not protect a woman's right to 
abortion." The Supreme Court disagrees. When 
asked about his statement, he said he was just 
applying for a job. But one could then argue that 
he's doing the same thing again: giving answers 
to please his "employer," the congress. Also 
while in the Reagan administration, he developed 
a method for the administration to undermine 
Roe not by overturning it, but by gradually chip
ping away at its protections. There is prevailing 
evidence that if confirmed, he will advance the 
same strategy as justice on the court. 


EXECUTIVE POWER: Americans woke 
up in a December morning to the shocking news 
that the American government bas been spying 
on them through the NSA's eavesdropping pro
gram without court orders in violation ofForeign 
Intelligence Surveillance Act (FlSA) explicitly 
requiring such orders. The administration bas 


used the post-9Ill congressional resolution 
permitting the use of force to combat terrorism 
to justify illegal espionage. But the congress 
clarified that it passed the resolution specifically 
to permit the invasion of Afghanistan and Iraq 
and not to give Bush the sweeping power he 
now claims under the resolution. Remember 
what Justice O'Conner said in the court's ruling 
on Hamdi v. Rumsfeld: 'The state of war is not 
a blank check for the president." 


The second argument they have made 
is much weaker, saying that they spy on such 
high number of Americans that the FISA court 
couldn't have kept up with them, and also that 
it would have taken lots of effort to comply with 
the law. Sure, why follow the law when secretly 
breaking it is so much easier? In this context, 
what is most troubling about judge Alito is his 
lack of understanding of congressional intent, 
the role of the court and the concept of checks 
and balances. In 1984, he stated that the attorney 
general- who is now supporting illegal espio
nage - should have "absolute immunity" from 
the courts. In 1986, Alito drafted a disreputable 
proposal to make full use of presidential state
ments to "increase the power of the executive 
to shape the law!" Presidential statements are 
documents signed by the president saying how 
he interprets the law, thereby undermining how 
the congress intends the law to be interpreted. 
The Republicans have used these statements 
consistently. Throughout his fifteen years in the 
US Court of Appeals, Alito bas only sided with 
an individual against the government a few 
times in hundreds of cases. His record leads me 


to believe that as a justice to the Supreme Court, 
he will be perilously deferential to the executive 
branch, which in the case of the current one now 
thinks it is above the law, like a king. 


There are many other reasons why Alito 
poses a danger to the American judiciary. 
Those include his "proud" membership of the 
Concerned Alumni of Princeton (a group that 
opposes admission of women and minorities 
to Princeton) and his consistent discriminatory 
activism such as his dissent from the ruling in 


ough investigation of Alito that our forefathers 
expected of congress, Republicans spent most of 
their time criticizing the Democrats for asking 
too many "mean" questions while judge Alito 
watched with amusement.Alito responded to all 
the questions but answered few of them. None
theless, his responses and record prove Bush's 
incompetence in yet another area: selection of a 
mainstream judge everyone could support. 


Share your questions orcommenJs with Sam 
Sedaei: Saman.Sedaei02@kzoo.edu 


Riley v. Taylor prohibiting the _------------------_ 
removal of African-American 
jurists because of their color in a 
case that involved a black defen
dant. Alito's extremist views are 
countless. 


The Federalist Papers reveal 
that the authors of the constitu
tion considered the Supreme 
Court the constitution's guard
ian and intended the congress 
to do a thorough investigation 
of its nominees. This is a life-
time appointment to the highest 
court of this land that affects 


Only Kaplan provides complete preparation for the DAT. 
Call or visit us online today. 


Test Prep and Admissions 


the lives of now three hundred 
million Americans and count
less others in so many ways for 
a generation. Throughout judge 
Alito's hearings, Republicans 
maintained a critical front, not 
toward judge Alito, but toward 
the Democrats. Although they ·D" •• __ ..... _ ...... _ .. C'n.'~ .... ___ a 


fOf~ .......... .....,~ "~.CIOIft/tIII.. n. ~Socn Gunntee CJ"Y i had the chance to do the thor- ____ .... _ .. _ .. _-_-__ -_ ... _-__ -_ ... _ ...... _s-_ ... _~ ___ ..... 
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Women in Town/Celebrating women artists in Kalamazoo 
Continued from page 1. 


Cori Terry's dancers from the Wellspnng Dance/Cori 
Terry & Dancers perfonned two pieces choreographed by Ms. 
Terry herself. "The Logie of the Moist Eye," a halmting duet 
staged to the music of Estonian Arvo Part, explores the space 
between partners and the paradox between their connection 
and separation. "Traveling," on the other hand, experiments 
with rich musical tones, and the fluid and synchronized 
movements of six dancers. "I really love the earthiness of 
dancing," Ms. Terry said in the question-and-answer after 
the perfonnances were completed. 


Farrell Ballet Theater at Kalamazoo College; she holds a Bach
elor of Arts from Georgian Court University, a Masters of Arts 
from Binghamton University, a certificate from the Sorbo nne, 


and definitions." Pruitt's examination of the intimate and quiet 
expressions oflife has produced numerous haunting images, 
on display in Light Fine Arts Center through January. 


Univcrite de Paris and nine "-T"""'!I'--:---,r---:---.., 
teacbing certificates, includ
ing a Diploma in the Russian 
Method from the Bolshoi 
Theatre. 


As a member of the 
Ballet Binghamton, Ms. 
Farrell received formal 
training with the New York 
City Ballet and theAcademi 
Bolshoi Theatre in Minsk, 
Byelorussia. She has per
fonned and choreographcd 
ballets worldwide, including 
the Festival D'Off in Avi-
gnon, France in 1995. Ms. 


The WIT program 


Ms. Terry came to Kalamazoo as an artist-in-resident 
after studying and perfonning in New York and major cities 
in Europe. She founded the Wellspringt~ori Terry & Dancers 
III the 1980-81 season and staged the company's first perfor
mance in Dalton Theatcr to a sold-out crowd. WeUspringtCori 
Terry & Dancers has since moved to the epic center downtown 
and serves as the only professional modem dance group in 
Southwest Michigan. 


Sher Farrell's dancers received a standing ovation for 
their perfonnance in "Pas de Quatrc," the ballet classic that 
epitomiz.es stellar choreography and daring technique. TIle 
most famous "Pas de Quatre" was staged in London, 1845, 
at the request of Queen Victoria. Ballet superstars Marie 
Taglioni, Carlotta Grisi, Fanny Cerrito and Lucile Grahn 
appeared together for the first time and left their critics and 
audiences speechless. 


Farrell is a member of the Students, faculty, staff and community me mingle in 
IntemationalRedCrossand the lobby of Light Fin~ Arts after the WIT performances. 


"Women in Town" 
evolved through the 
efforts ofProfessor Karen 
Berthel of the Theater 
Department and Profes
sor Amy Elman ofPoIiti
cal Science to reconnect 
K's campus with the 
Kalamazoo community. 
"A decade ago people 
knew Kalamazoo Col
lege, but today people 
mistake K v.ith the com
munity college," Elman 
said. "There is a real 
disconnect between the has made nine trips to cen


tral Bosnia as a member of a UN Peacekeeping Team. Currently 
Ms. Farrell teaches classical ballet at Kalamazoo College. 


commwuty and the campus." 


"I feel very honored," Ms. Farrell said about her partici
pation in WIT. "It is nice to return to K." Ms. Farrell's danc
ers perfonned at Dalton Theater for nearly two decades, but 
now stage their ballets at Chenery Auditorium in downtown 
Kalamazoo. Ms. Farrell is the founder and artistic director of 


Photographer Laurie Pruitt, who was recognized at the art 
hop earlier this month for her haunting prints, was in the audience 
watching her colleagues give their presentations. "J am proud to 
be here and to be a part of the WIT festival," Ms. Pruitt said. "It 
is a great honor to be included in this festival with these women, 
who are so passionate about what they do," she said. 


Ms. Pruitt's work evolves from the poetry of the small 
moments of everyday life. "Not knowing," she says, "is an 


The WIT mini-grant succeeded in bringing the town to 
K. "WIT appeals to a different audience; roughly 300 people 
who attended the art hop were local artists or other members 
of the commlUlity. I've received a number of emails from 
people in the community," Elman said. Millie Lambert, 
President of the Kalamazoo Education Association, enjoyed 
the WIT events. "I didn't see any advertising," she said, "but 
heard about it through some friends ... Today's perfonnances 
were wonderful and Kalamazoo has nice facilities to host 


important aspect of inspiration, freeing one of concepts, attitudes events like this." 


FINDING YOUR WAY A weekly column from the CCO 


Transition programs: not just the Peace Corps anymore 
Richard Berman 


CONTRIBUTOR 


Just this week, the college received 
a press release and a ranking list 
from the administrative offices of the 
United States Peace Corps. For 2005, 
Kalamazoo College alumni joined the 
Corps in record numbers. In fact, K 
was number one in the nation for "vol
unteers per capita," and perhaps more 
impressive "catapulted" to number 
eight among the nation's smaller col
leges and universities (all those under 
5,000 students). 


Big surprise. 
With the international focus of 


the college, along a wide range of other 
assets most K students bring to the table 
(e.g., work ethic, language, adaptability), 
we should only ask, "What took us so 
long?" 


But this growth in Peace Corps 
prominence speaks to only one of a 
growing number of what we have come 
to call "transition programs." Teach For 
America, Technoserve, JET, Student Con
servation Association, Hands On Atlanta, 
CityYear, Vista and a huge increase in 
other local, regional, state and national 
AmeriCorps programs - all these pro
grams offer new college graduates options 
that may not pay much, but offer other 
kinds of compensation. These programs 


are typically designed in ways that provide 
more comfortable entry to the workplace 
- they are often team-oriented, there is a 
clear project-focus with most, training and 
support are usually very intentional, etc. 


According to CollegeGrad.com, Teach 
For America is projected to be among the 
largest employers (at number 14) of col
lege graduates in the class of 2006. They 
expect to hire 2, I 00 graduates, placing 
them between U.S . Customs and Border 
Protection at 2,250 hires (12) and the 
U.S. Marines (17) at 2,000. For perspec
tive, Enterprise Rent-A-Car, Lockheed 
Martin, and Walgreens are numbers one, 
two and three at 7,000, 4,400 and 4,300 
respectively. 


With so many K students - no, 
scratch that.. .liberal arts students 
- desirous of that "take a year or two 
off" thing, a growth in these transition 
opportunities should be great news. But 
be sure not to assume that the Peace 
Corps and Teach For America are the 
only ones out there. A few more obscure 
examples have been listed above. The 
staff in the Center for Career Develop
ment know of a few more. And there are 
bound to be others we don't know of 
yet. And there are new ones emerging 
each month. 


It's not just the Peace Corps any 
more! 
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HAPPENINGS 


THURSDAY SATURDAY Campbell, Sejal Sutaria, Marin Heinritz, and Di Seuss 
9 P.M., Kraftbrau Brewery (402 E. Kalamazoo Ave.) 
- Band Soup, Alternative Spring Break Fundraiser, 
featuring live music from Hell or Highwater, Away 
With Fear, and Your Best Friend; tickets ~5 


6 P.M., First Baptist Church (315 W. Michigan)-AII Ears 
Theatre Live Performance: With Best Regards, Ronnie 
Silver. The story of an insurance investigator and an 
unusual case called the Damiani Diamond Mystery; 
admission is free. 


TUESDAY 
7 P.M., Olmsted Room (LAC) - The Occupation in the 
Eyes ofthe Occupier, lecture by Noam Weiner, Israeli 
soldier and member of Refuser Solidarity Network 


9:30 P.M., Bell's Beer (355 E. Kalamazoo Ave.) - Live 
music from Joe Wang and the Test Pilots, a roots rock 
band; cover charge ~3, must be 21 with ID 


FRIDAY 
10:50 AM., Stetson Chapel - Why We Play, student 
athletes of Kalamazoo College 


8 P.M ., Miller Auditorium (1903 W. Michigan Avenue) 
- Great Works in Dance and Music Gala Concert. Dances 
offour renowned and ground-breaking choreographers. 
All dances performed by dance students from WMU 
Department of Dance; tickets ~8, reserved seating. 


WEDNESDAY 
7=30 P.M., Anderson Athletic Center-Men's basketball 
hosts Tri-State University Thunder 


Continuing Exhibits ~ 


SUNDAY 
]:30 P.M ., Wings Stadium (3600 Van Rick Dr.) 
- Kalamazoo K-Wings hockey hosts the Motor City 
Mechanics; tickets ~8-13. 


6 P.M., Dalton Theatre (LAC) - Journey to Freedom, 
lecture on African-American art in the 21" century by 
Velma Laws-Clay, independent art collector 


Kalamazoo Institute of Arts (314 S. Park) - "Energy 
and Inspiration: African-American Art from the Per
manent Collection," a selection of paintings, prints, 
drawings, photographs and sculptures by African
American artists that give focus to both narrative and 
aesthetic concerns. Open 10 AM to 5 P.M on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays, 10 AM. to 8 
P.M. on Thursdays, and Noon to 5 P.M. on Sundays. 
Admission is free. 


8:30 P.M., Fire (1249 Portage St.) - Poetry slam artist 
Methyce The Mystic aka Thesius Sage performs live 
on stage; tickets ~3 


MONDAY 
8 P.M., Olmsted Room - Annual English Department 
reading, featuring Bruce Mills, Gail Griffin, Bonnie Jo 


English Department/Ambitions outside the classroom 
Continued from page 1. 


to share their work informally very much. 
"We're all really proud that we have a 


department full of writers," Griffin said, "and 
we want people to know that." 


Mills, chair of the English department, 
sees the reading as motivation for him to sit 
down and write about his son, Jacob, who 
has autism. 


"Recently, I have been reflecting on the 
various levels of yearning or desire that arises 
from my relationship with my (family), and 


. my own past self," Mills said. "With Jacob's 
autism, we have been compelled to create a life 
that we did not anticipate. My writing helps 
me with that kind of creation." 


Ambitions beyond teaching 


Many professors aspire to write, yet the 
commitment to teaching hinders them from 
devoting substantial time to personal quests. 


Griffin said she writes "much less than 
I'd like. It's very hard for me to sequester 
even a morning at home to write. To embark 
on anything longer than a short poem is really 
hard." 


As a writer, Griffin still has goals. She's 
contemplating a project on a murder/suicide 
incident at Kin 1999, and ')ust the thoug\1t of 
how much research, effort, and commitment it 
will take is really daunting," she said. 


While Seuss, too, writes much less than 


she'd like, she said, "Teaching is as important 
to me as writing, and as much of a creative 
outlet." 


Some professors use sabbatical as a 
chance to hone in on other areas. 


Dr. David Barclay, professor of history 
at K since 1974, is not teaching this quarter. 
Instead, he's focusing on his duties as Execu
tive Director of the German Studies Associa
tion (a group ofl,400 professors from around 
the world). 


"(It) gives me an opportunity to shape 
the future direction of German - and indeed 
European - studies in North America," Bar
clay said. 


Barclay, who has published an assort
ment of papers and books over the years, said 
one of his most satisfying accomplishments 
was directing a federally-funded Western 
European Studies progran1 at K for 13 years. 
Throug\1 everything he's done, however, it all 
comes back to the classroom. 


"I've always found that my external 
activities benefit my teaching in countless 
ways," Barclay said. "Among other things, 
they provide a way for me to stay in touch with 
the current trends in the fields I teach." 


Given all of his published work and 
positions as head of various associations and 
committees, Barclay is one of the most accom
plished professors at K. And he still has goals. 
He 's currently writing a history book, and he 
intends to write three more in the next few 
years. Barclay uses metaphor to speak about 


his scholastic achievements. 
"Academics often compare their careers 


to a three-legged stool," he said. "One leg 
represents teaching, the other scholarship 
or creative work, and the third service to the 
college and the wider community . . . If one of 
the legs is missing or too long compared to the 


Letters to 
To the Editors: 


Thank you for a wonderful intro
duction to the new Upjohn Library 
Commons ("All Systems Go! We have 
a Library!", The Index, Januaryl2, 
2006). The article provides a nice 
overview of our facilities. If you are 
looking for ancient copies of the Index. 
we do have them, going back to 1877! 
To read them. you will need to visit the 
College Archives on the third floor of 
the Library, rather than the Reference 
collection on the first floor. For more 
information on our College Archives. 
please see http: // www.kzoo.edu / is / 
library/archives/index.html. 


Thank you, 
Robin Rank 
Reference Librarian 
Upjohn Library Commons 


other legs .. . then the stool can't stand up." 
The line between student and professor 


rarely extends beyond the classroom. Monday, 
both parties have the chance to change that: 
the students, by attending the reading, and 
the professors, through their willingness to 
share. 


the Editors 
To the Editors: 


I'm writing to compliment The Index 
on the breadth, depth and insig\1tfuJ nature 
of coverage of campus events and issues. 
Keep up the good work! 


I'd also like to take this opportunity to 
remind your student readers that all student 
organizations are invited to take part in a 
college-wide Open House that will take 
place on the afternoon of Mar. 10 as a part 
of the festivities surrounding the inaugura
tion of President Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran. 
If they've not yet contacted me, they may 
still do so (solberg@kzoo.edu). 


The inauguration will be an important 
event on our campus, and we'd love to have 
you all join in the celebration. 


Jan Solberg 
Romance Languages 







lalSPORTS 
Hornets fall to seventh place 


Ted Mogdzinski 
STAFF WRITER 


The Kalamazoo College women's basket
ball team (5-13, 2-9 MlAA) dropped both of its 
home games last week to fall into a two-way 
tie for seventh place in the league. 


On Wednesday, Jan. 25 against Adrian 
(6-12, 2-9), the Hornets kept the game tied 
33-33 at halftime, but in the second half they 
let it slip away, losing 67-58. The Bulldogs 
out-rebounded Kalamazoo 42-34 and had a 
substantial advantage in 3-point shooting, hit
ting seven more 3-pointers than the Hornets, 
who shot just l-for-14 from behind the arc. 


"Adrian improved a lot from the first time 
we played them," said Kalamazoo coach Tes 
Sobomehin Johnson. "It was a hard-fought 
game and it could have gone either way." 


Leading the Hornets was senior center 
Stefanie Salasky with 21 points, while sopho
more Kelsea Howell tallied 16 points and six 
rebounds. 


On Saturday, Jan. 28, the Hornets hosted 
No.7 Hope College (18-1, 11-0) and struggled 
against the staunch defense of the Flying 
Dutch, giving up 34 turnovers and only shoot
ing 25 percent for the game. 


Sophomore 
over a Bulldog defender in the 
Hornets' 67-58 loss last Wednesday. 


Swimmers lose to Olivet 
Elono Tornquist 


STAFF WRITER 


Olivet College defeated the K men's and 
women's swimming and diving tearns in a dual 
meet Saturday, Jan. 28. Despite losing to the 
Comets, the Hornets made their mark in Olivet 
by setting three pool records. 


Two records belonged to freshman Bobby 
Dekker, who after getting the fastest time the 
Olivet pool has ever seen for the 100 back 
with his split in the medley relay, went on to 
clinch first in the 200 1M. His time of I :59.53 
topped the previous record set by Kalamazoo 
alum Casey Lanser in 2000. 


The women's 400 freestyle relay team left 
a legacy as well. Juniors Elizabeth Garlow and 
Kristin Dominguez and seniors Kristin Evans 
and Shannon Bauer pulled the plug early on 
a record set just the day before by an Olivet 
swimmer. 3:45.27 was the winning time on 
Saturday. 


Bauer also took first in the 100 freestyle 
with a time of 55.27. Her success was paral
leled by the victories of freshman Katie Stefl 
in the 1000 freestyle (10:59.24) and the 200 
butterfly (2: 17.13). 


Although the Comets consistently took 


first that afternoon, the Hornets held them back 
in several other events. 


Senior Todd Robosan did his best in 
both the I-meter and 3-meter diving events. 
He placed first in both events with respective 
scores of237.60 and 248.90. 


Sophomore Jamie Schonberg won the 
I-meter diving event, earning a score of 
240.60. Fellow sophomore Piper Worthington 
followed Schonberg for a win in the 3-meter 
dive with a score of252.20. 


Notwithstanding Saturday's loss, both the 
men and the women look ahead to the MlAA 
Championships, which will take place in Jeni
son, Michigan the second week of February. 


Senior Joe Waller will contend for first 
place in the 50, 100 and 200-yard freestyle 
events. Dekker is a favorite in the 200 and 
400 IM and also in the 200 back. Roboson 
will challenge for a title in both diving com
petitions. 


For the women, Stefl is a favorite in the 
400 IM, the 200 fly, and she's just a few sec
onds back of the top swimmers in the 1000 
free. Both Schonberg and Worthington will be 
factors in the diving competitions. The Hornets 
also boast competitive relays in both the 200 
free and the 200 medley. 


The Index 


Dedicated fans sound off on 
Super Bowl 
XL favorites 


Emily Murphy 
CONTRIBUTOR 


Tucked away in often-forgotten Wash
ington State, the Seahawks have never 
been a highly publicized team, especially 
within the confines of the mid-west. I don't 
think it outlandish to say that by and large, 
Michigan natives definitely side with the 
Steelers. In truth, I myself have respect for a 
team whose chemistry and exquisite defense 
have made the wheels on The Bus go round 
and round, steamrolling weary opponents. 
But precedence has been set. No longer can 
the Seahawks be ignored. This traditionally 
marginal team has spearheaded its way into 
NFL records. This season has been the most 
prolific in Seahawk franchise history. With 
the league's leading rusher, the best record 
in the NFC, MVP status, and a quarterback 
that is simply untouchable, it's hard to imag
ine the Seahawks not swooping down on a 
Super Bowl win. 


"We have a vision. Our vision is, 'Let's 
be better than this team or this city has ever 
seen,'" remarked Shaun Alexander after a 
recent press conference. Alexander's statistics 
alone are stunning. This season Alexander set 
an NFL mark with 28 touchdowns, led the 
league in rushing with an unbelievable 1,880 
yards, and was named both MVP and offen
sive player of the year. Opposing defenses 
have stacked nine and even 10 men at the line 
of scrimmage in attempt to stop Alexander 
(ESPN Associated Press). And let's not forget 
quarterback Matt Hasselbeck. Despite being 
the NFC'S leading passer, Hasselbeck's dry 
wit, wry smile, and solid game management 
haven't been as camera-catching. Precision, 
dedication, and all-around thoroughness 
make this dynamic duo lethal on offense. 


On Super Bowl Sunday, Seattleites will 
trade in their lattes for Coors and join the 
nation in watching the Seahawks make his
tory. All jokes aside, the Pittsburgh Steelers 
are an exceptionally worthy opponent. This 
will be one hell of a game. Steelers' fans, I 
leave you with this one piece of advice: Watch 
how fast you drink your Hatorade, because I 
am going to have the last laugh when you're 
caught choking on game day. 


Ion Neill 
CONTRIBUTOR 


For a franchise that won four Super 
Bowls in the space ofless than a decade 
in the 1970s, it has taken the Pittsburgh 
Steelers a long time to complete their 
set of five championship rings and 
win "one for the thumb." On Sunday, 
the Steelers will be appearing in their 
sixth Super Bowl in franchise history 
-- the first since their tragic loss in 
1996 -- and have the opportunity to 
bring that elusive fifth NFL title back 
to the Steel city. 


The script for the Steelers' fateful 
return to the Super Bowl is a Hol
lywood dream come true. Last year, 
rookie quarterback Ben Roethlis
berger and aging running back Jerome 
Bettis were forced into starting roles 
through injury and led the Steelers 
to an NFL-best 15-1 record. The end 
result, however, was a crushing defeat 
in the AFC championship game -- the 
fourth time since 1994 the Steelers had 
lost the penultimate game of the NFL 
season at home. The city of Pittsburgh 
was devastated, but Bettis, the heart 
and soul of this Steelers team, put off 
retirement to return for a final year in 
the NFL and a chance at a Super Bowl 
date in his hometown of Detroit. 


This year, the Steelers made the 
playoffs as the lowest seed in the AFC 
and the road to NFL championship 
glory has been fraught with peril. Yet 
the Steelers entered the playoffs with 
a sense of urgency unknown to them in 
any of their seasons past. The Steelers' 
defense has produced a series of stellar 
performances while Roethlisberger has 
commanded a potent passing attack in 
consecutive road game triumphs over 
the top three seeds in the AFC. Now, 
if everything is right and just in this 
world, Sunday night will see Jerome 
Bettis don his first Super Bowl ring in 
his hometown of Detroit and the Steel
ers nation can finally rejoice with "one 
for the thumb." 












Winte 


Empty Bowls to help fill plates 
Kaillyn Walter 


STAFFWRmR 


Empty Bowls, an international fimdraising 
event committed to raising awareness ofhWlger 
and poverty in the community, will take place 
this Saturday, March 4, from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m. in Old Welles and the President's LoWlge. 


The event consists of a simple meal of 
soup and bread in a locally handmade ceramic 


children deal with revolve arOlmd lack of nutri
tion. She cited behavioral problems, sleeping in 
class and stomachaches as all having their root 
in hWlger and poverty. 


"TIUs seems like such a simple problem 
to find a solution to, but somehow our country 
struggles more and more each year with poverty 
and hlll1ger," she said. 


Empty Bowls is Montgomery's way of 
answering the question of poverty and hWlger in 


the comnuU1.ity. 
"We hope 


to raise aware
ness that even 
a dollar can 
help someone. 
It doesn't have 
to be a large 
donation to 
help someone in 
need offood." 


With a 


bowl that is kept 
by the patron. 
All the bowls are 
different sizes to 
underscore the 
message that 
many people in 
the world have 
Wlequal portions 
everyday. This 
event is open 
to the entire 
Kalamazoo 
community. L-----~~------~~-_P~h~oro~7h.~~~~ 


minimum $10 
cash / check 
donation, a 
contributor will 
choose one of 
many hand


"We hope 
to target a 
diverse crowd 
of people at the 


Phuong Vo, K'09 (foreground) and Breigh 
ery, K'o6 (background) glaze bowls that will be fea
tured in the Empty Bowls reception Saturday, March 4 . 


event itself; connecting people of different races, 
gender, ages, and religions," said Montgomery. 


Breigh Montgomery, K'06, has been work
ing on Empty Bowls as a part of her Senior 
Individualized Project (SIP) since October 2005 
and has been coordinating with Ministry in the 
Community, Woodward Elementary, Kalarnazoo 
Central AMIGOS, and two service-learning 
classes, Cool Cities and Ceramics Handbuilding 
I. As the culmination of all her research Mont
gomery decided to setup an Empty Bowls event 
for all ofK.alamazoo. 


''I decided to do this as my SIP because I 
wanted to work with issues of social justice as 
well as ceramic arts. I knew that I wanted to 
combine my two passions in a non-traditional 
SIP TIUs was also a good project to help me 
decide if I want to go to graduate school for Art 
or Non-profit Management" said Montgomery. 


Montgomery's background with hunger 
issues is embedded in children's issues. Working 
closely with children in the Kalamazoo com
munity, specifically in schools, Montgomery has 
discovered that some of the most crucial issues 


made ceramic bowls which the participant is 
allowed to keep as a reminder of the ever -existing 
hunger problem. 


While contributors are eating their meal 
of soup and bread, they will also be learning 
about Kalamazoo Loaves and Fishes (KFL) and 
Heifer International, the two organizations their 
donations are helping. All the soup has been 
donated by local restaurants. Posters and fliers 
will address the organizations' goals and history, 
while volunteers will circulate during the dinner 
to answer questions. A PowerPoint presentation 
showing the bowl-makers' process will also be 
shown during the event 


Additionally, a silent auction will take place 
in the President's Lounge. The pedestals will 
hold bowls made by Kalamazoo artists as well 
as students. All materials forthe workshops have 
been donated by the Kalamazoo Community 
FOlmdation. 


Students unable to attend or give a donation 
of $10 are encouraged to sponsor an individual 
who made the bowls but couldn't attend the 
event 


While Ha Jin waits, campus debates 
Aaron Aupperlee 


NEWS EDITOR 
Students and faculty members voiced their opinions concerning the honorary degree 


nomination of Summer Common Reading author Ha Jin at the Campus Life Committee 
meeting on Tuesday morning, Feb. 28. 


One voice the committee listened to was that of Student Commission President David 
Council. Council read statements from eight different students in opposition to an honorary 
degree for Ha Jin and the possibility of him delivering the keynote address at Commence
ment. 


One such student was Erin Palmer, K'06, who wrote, "As a freshman, I was disappointed, 
to say the least, by Mr. Hi lin's complete lack of enthusiasm for his role during orientation. 
It is sti\I commented on how he was, by all appearances, sleeping during the presentation of 
his work. It was apparent to his audience that he was uninterested in sharing his work, or in 
instilling any value for education in this fledgling body of students. I only fear this type of 
disappointment will be repeated thilO spring." 


COWlCiJ shared the words of another student who said, ''Ha lin's interactions with 
Kalamazoo College were very poor. The idea of giving him a degree and asking him to speak 
at our commencement is border-line insulting to our class and the college." 


Not all students share this negative attitude toward Ha Jin. Meridel Thompson, K'06, said 
such discussion surrounding Ha lin at commencement is embarrassing and disappointing. "I 
think that giving out honorary degrees should not be a popularity contest," she said. 


She said the aversion of the senior class to Ha lin is a reflection of intolerance for diversity. 
"We do not like the reality of diversity," she said. ''It is not always easy." 


For Council, diversity is not the issue. In an email to The Index, COWlCiJ wrote, ''To sug
gest that we were just too immature or Wldeveloped to appreciate his brilliance is insulting. 
And if that was the case, the responsibility falls on the author and the program to engage the 
audience." 


Thompson does not question Ha lin's commitment to education or Kalamazoo College. 
''He took a pay cut to come here," said Thompson, referring to Ha Jin's canceling of book 
tour in order to come to K four years ago. ''He thought it was more important to interact with 
students." 


Thompson sees Ha Jin's presence at Commencement as a positive for the senior class 
and the college. ''To have him come to graduation and to hear a five-minute speech by Ha lin, 
an award winning author and professor and to speak with him after about his book, aren't we 
lucky? There is nothing to be disappointed about." 


English professor Andy Mozina spoke in favor ofHa Jin at the Campus Life Committee 
meeting on Thesday. He hosted Ha Jin while in Kalamazoo four years ago and developed a 
personal relationship with him. Mozina said, "[Ha Jin's] personality is a little reserved, a shy 
type of guy." According to Mozina, this could have contributed to his seemingly Wlengaged 
attitude while on campus. 


However, Mozina remembers the scene after Ha Jin's book signing. He said that after 
the reading and book signing, ten to fifteen students stuck around and Ha Jin just rapped with 
them about literature. ''It was a great K moment," Mozina said. ''This is why we want him 
here; a lot of students might not have seen this." 


Mozina said Ha Jin was one of the best writers working in English literature right now 
and hinted he may be one more good novel away from being on the short list of a Nobel Peace 
Prize. But beyond his literature,.Mozina described Ha lin as large-hearted, sophisticated, 
generous and wise about politics, people and cultural diversity. 


'Those are the things we want to promote on campus," Mozina said ''He fits the colleges 
values pretty well, at least as I see them." 
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Name: Sobia Khaja, 
K'06 


Birth date: February 
I, 1984 


Studies at K: Chem
istry Major, Biology 
Minor 


Activities at K: Sobia 
is a highly involved 
academic student lead
ing Supplemental Instruction for Physiology and Ecology 
and a member of the Hicks Renovation Committee. As 
an Executive Board Member for the American Chemi
cal Society, she helps to organize Forensics Day for 
Millwood Middle School, National Chemistry Week and 
liquid nitrogen ice cream during Spring Fling. 


Study Abroad Site: Perth, Australia 


A Typical Day on Study Abroad: While taking classes, 
a typical day involved going to class, coming back and 
doing homework - just like at K. After class, Sobia would 
unwind, making dinner and hanging out with her flat 
mates and other K friends in Perth. Every four or five 
weeks, Sobia had one week off from class. During these 
breaks she did a one week job-shadow at the Emergency 
Room (or the ED as it's called) in the Perth Hospital 
and a week long trip in Western Australia including the 
destinations of Exmouth, Monkey Mia, Kalbarri Gorge 
and Tropic of Capricorn. 


ICRP Topic and Activities: For her ICRP, Sobia went 
on the Asia Study Tour of Southeast Asia. Included in the 
three-week tour were visits to East Malaysia, Vietnam 
and Laos. The idea behind the tour was looking at dif
ferent healthcare situations in each country. On the tour 
she visited private and pub I ic health clinics and public 
health-related NGOs. She also visited homes for orphans 
and street children in Vietnam. Her paper was entitled 
"Prenatal care in Southeast Asia" and focused on prenatal 
care practices in three countries and the differences in 
the healthcare systems. 


A Favorite Saying from Australia: "No worries" as 
well as the adjective "dodgey" to describe just about 
everything. 


What You'd Tell Someone Going to Australia Next 
Fall: "Take your time to travel around Australia as much 
as possible." Sobia especially recommends going down 
south and seriously consider doing the Asia Study tour as 
it was a highlight of her study abroad experience. 


--Compiled by Joel Haas. K '06 


Corrections 
An article in the Feb. 23 edition of The Index 


by E1ana Tornquist misstated one of the dorms that 
received wireless internet and satellite TV. Hoben 
Hall and not Crissey hall received the update. We 
apologize for any confusion this may have caused. 


The 25 seniors recognized with a 2006 Senior 


The Index 
Leadership Award follow: Stephanie Anderson, Aaron 
Aupperlee, Daniel Blustein, Julianne Chickering, 
David Council, Thomas Gouterman, Daisy Gutierrez, 
Joel Haas, Morgan Hague, Christina Hanson, Timothy 
Herman, Theodore Hufstader, Krister Karlsson, Laura 
Kennedy, Sobia Khaja, Gregory LaVoy, Joesph Man
sour, Matthew McKillop, William Morrison, III, David 
Nachtweih, Jakarra Nichols, Aaron Ries, Emily Scott, 
Morgan Swartz, and Tieneke VanLonkhuyzen. 


Student honored for musical excellence 
Katherine Weger! 


FEATURES EDITOR 
USA Today honored Kalamazoo College student 


Rohan Krishnamurthy, K'08, earlier this month, selecting 
him for the USA Today AlI-College Second Team. 


Recognized for 
his musical talents 
and innovative ideas, 
USA Today selected 
Krishnamurthyas a rec
ognized international 
mridangam performer 
"who promotes the 
pitched South Indian 
drum and has rede
signed the instrument 
to make it more durable 
and user-friendly." 


Krishnamurthy said regarding his nomination. ''It was truly an 
honor to be the only student selected from the entire state ofMichi
gao and the only one to be recognized for musical achievements 
in this year's academic team. It was also humbling to be the first 
K student to be selected to the team." 


Krishnamurthy 
first began playing the 
mridangam, a percus
sion instrument of South 
Indian Classical Car
natic Music, as an eight 
year old. To date, he has 
performed in 150 con
certs in North America 
and India Most recently, 
Krishnamurthy toured 
with a violin maestro 
from India, Professor 
T.N. Krishnan, around 
the New England area, 
Washington D.C., Indi
ana and Michigan. 


Krishnamurthy 
was one of 60 students 
selected from 600 nomi
nees with 20 students 
named to each team 
- the First, Second 
and Third All-College 
Academic teams. Pro
fessor Leslie Tung of 
the Music Department 


Rohan Krishnamurthy, K'o8, instructs students to play the mrii,i~r'''~m 
Krishnamurthy's skill with the instrument contributed to his award. 


Krishnamurthy 
is currently perform
ing "Echoes" with the 
Kalamazoo Symphony 
Orchestra as part of the 
Youth Concert Series, a 


nominated Krishnamurthy for the honor. 
"When I first came to know of the news, I was floored," 


week-long event that attracts roughly 13,000 children from across 
Southwest Michigan. 


Security update: Crime at a normal level 
Light Fine Arts that Young said are m0re than likely the work of 
someone familiar with the building, and a laptop from the room 
of a student in Trowbridge Hall. 


Katie Prout 
STAFF WRITER 


The chairs in the Light Fine Arts department that were 
mentioned in a campus wide email several weeks ago as 
possible theft turned out to have been merely moved by 
faculty members who were not authorized to do so, said 
Tun Young, Director of Security. 


Besides that incident, Young said that the number of 
campus theft incidents for the quarter has been relatively 
normal. 


''Nothing really at all has happened that has threatened 
the safety of the student body," said Young. 


As of the beginning of ninth week, there had been eight 
reported thefts, and a few incidents of minor destruction 
of property. The items stolen include light projectors from 


''Nothing much has occurred in the residential system. Two 
thefts occurred, but since the property in one incident was recov
ered, realistically there has only been one," Young said. 


When tires and rims were stolen from a car in the parking lot 
of Crissey and Severn, the city police became involved. They also 
take a role in investigating incidents of vandalisms on vehicles 
parked in the Crissey and Severn lot and on the Facilities Manage
ment vehicles parked by the railroad tracks. 


Young said that Kalamazoo College students may know 
more than they say about crimes committed. He said people see 
and know of incidents that they do not report. 


''We need to look out for our own. It is our eyes and ears that 
will help make this a safer community," Young said. 
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Broadening a limited memory: Bernikow lectures on ~omen's history 


David Nachtweih 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


Writer and activist Louise Bernikow 
presented slides of revolutionary women, 
the forbearers of the contemporary women's 
movement, to correct a distorted view of his
tory and to remember the hardships women 
have endured. 


Her lecture, entitled "The Shoulders We 
Stand On: Women as Agents of Change," came 
a week before the March I start of Women's 
History Month and reminded the 50 audience 
members that women's history still fights 
for recognition in education and the public 
domain. 


"If you take an American History course 
that doesn 'I talk about the women's fight for the 
vote .. .it's not the truth," Bernikow said. "We 
live in such a culture of lies." 


The event, organized by the Progressive 
Organization for Women Engaged in Revolt 
(p.O. W.E.R.), was part of a broader initiative on 
campus to raise awareness about women's his
tory. The Women's Resource Center (WRC), the 


Office for Multi-Cultural Affairs, and Women's 
Programming co-sponsored Bernikow's talk. 


"Her insistence on memory I think is 
the most important thing that she brought to 
campus," said P.O.W.E.R. member Krissie 
Wawer, K'06. "Our memory of women is very 
limited." 


Bernikow's lecture also served as a deter
rent against disillusion for activists on campus. 
In the current culture, she said students and 
activists often feel small in comparison to issues, 
government or social change, like they cannot 
make a difference. 


"When I was the age of most people here, 
I didn't feel like that at all," Bernikow said. "I 
come here as a tonic, as medicine against that 
feeling." 


Wawer understood the need for a tonic. Bal
ancing academics a'ld activism at Kalamazoo 
College she said is often stressful and over
whelming because the scope and effect of her 
actions are limited. 


"YO!! don't necessarily see the product of 
your change, so it's not as tangible always," she 
said. "One small step and you don't know how 


Vote of Confidence shakes up Dems 
Aaron Aupperlee 


NEWS EDITOR 


Sam Sedaei, K'06, now former presi
dent of the Kalamazoo College Democrats, 
lost his seat in elections last week after a 
failed vote of confidence. The vote came 
after members expressed general dissatisfac
tion with the organization and their ability to 
participate, said newly elected Vice President 
Samantha Weaver, K'08. 


"Things were getting done, but no one 
was having fim," Weaver said. "What really 
triggered the vote was it became a constant 
difficulty to work together." The structure 
of meetings became burdensome and there 
were questions concerning abuses of power 
by the leadership, Weaver added. 


Targeting the current leadership, the 
elections kept the old structure but filled the 
positions differently. Nathaniel Krefinan, 
K'06, rose from vice president to president, 
replacing Sedaei. The members voted to 
promote Weaver to the vice president seat 
vacated by Krefinan. While the elections 
changed the whole composition of the board, 
Weaver said one of the biggest impacts of the 
elections was the rally effect. 


"These elections brought those on the 
periphery into the organization. It motivated 


them," she said. 
Not all College Democrat members 


thought the elections represented a positive 
step for the OIganization_ Sedaei critiqued the 
organization's decision to move to a vote of 
confidence. 


"I think that the confidence vote was 
not fair," he said. "People had issues \vith 
the structure of the meetings and these 
issues could have been solved with me but 
some members decided to solve them dif
ferently. " 


Sedaei said members of the College 
Democrats did not pursue all possible rem
edies to the problems facing the organization. 
The vote of confidence only caused tension 
and finger pointing and did not address the 
problems, he said. Sedaei added, "The prob
lems are going to continue because that was 
not a solution. We did not have a meaningful 
discussion. They wanted to discuss people, 
not problems." 


Krefinan declined to comment on the 
situation out of respect for the organization 
and those involved. He said staying posi
tive was the best thing for the organization 
to do. 


"I think we have a good new set of 
leaders," Krefinan said. "We're ready to get 
back to business." 


that's going to affect everyone. It can be really 
discouraging." 


Bernikow began her lecture by presenting 
a slide of Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia 
Mott and asking how many audience members 
had heard of these woman. The biggest chal
lenge facing the contemporary women's move
ment is the loss of a women's historical narrative 
from public memory, she said. 


"I have seen with my own eyes the dis
appearance of things that happened into the 
stratosphere," Bernikow said. 


In Bernikow's opinion the disappearance 
of a women's historical narrative stems from 
a backlash in the dominant culture and a lack 
of collective memory among women and 
sympathetic men. To underscore her point she 
discussed a simple convenience many women 
have today - the credit card. 


"If you were a woman, you couldn't get a 
credit card in your own name in 1960s Amer
ica," Bernikow said. A married woman, she said, 
could only have a card in her husband's name; 
an unmarried woman was "out-of-luck." 


"[Remembering] is not something that 


main-stream media is going to do," Bernikow 
said. "It's a guerilla activity." 


Despite the challenges facing them, Ber
nikow offered the audience hope. She told them 
that they had they ability to make a change, 
that it was was not beyond the scope of student 
activists. 


"If you could organize a senior prom, you 
could run the government," Bernikow said. 


She also discussed the importance of com
munity, of women passing on information from 
generation to generation. It was the connections 
between women that really built the movement, 
she said; it was the efforts of the next generation 
that kept the movement going. 


At the end of her lecture Bemikow took 
questions from the audience. When asked what 
she thought women and men should do to con
tinue the women's movement, she said she did 
not know the answer. Instead, she turned it back 
to the students. 


''You have to start with what really both
ers us in our everyday lives," Bernikow said. 
"You don't get the passion to do this unless 
if's yours." 


Students play diplomats at Model U.N. 
Katie Prout 


STAfF WRITER 
This past weekend, fifteen schools from 


around the Great Lakes area traveled to the 
University of Toronto campus to participate 
in the North American Model United Nations 
(NAMEN) four-day conference. For the second 
time, Kalamazoo College was among the schools 
in attendance. 


As the Netherlands, the delegates from the 
school had the responsibility of truthfully repre
senting the positions of the country on real life 
issues. Betsy Schweitzer, K '09, was a delegate 
responsible for representing the interests of the 
Netherlands in the World Health Organization. 
Topics covered included the ''millennium goals" 
for the treatment and eradication of diseases like 
AIDS. The delegates also argued the Nether
lands stance for the legalization of prostitution, 
stating that training should required before one 
could legally be a prostitute. 


Schweitzer said that among some of the 
European and Middle Eastern delegations, 
friendly teasing occurred regarding the recent 
international controversy surrounding inflam
matory anti-Islamic cartoons first published in 
Denmark newspapers. 


The Netherlands worked with other del
egates from the European Union to pass treaties 
and resolutions. The goal, said Schweitzer, is to 
pass two resolutions and increase awareness of 


what is going on in the world. 
''We take on the personas of other countries, 


and really learn why they just can't get along," 
she said. 


Nate White, K'06, was part of the first 
delegation two years ago. He said that when 
Kalamazoo first attended, "old money" schools 
like Harvard ruled. However, the small delega
tion did surprisingly well, making a memorable 
enough impression that NAMEN searched on 
the web community myspace.com to encour
age past Kalamazoo representatives to attend 
again. 


White related one incidentwhere K.a1amazoo 
did a particularly good job of using "parliamen
tary tricks" to show up the more established 
universities. He said this incident instantly made 
Kalamazoo well known. 


''We felt really proud of ourselves and proud 
of our school. We made friends, showed off; and 
did good things," White said 


Aaron Aupperlee, K'06, has also attended 
both conferences. He said the top debate was 
on helping and protecting the populations in the 
most afllicted parts of the world and focused 
on bringing those responsible for the suffering 
to justice. 


'The conference presents an opportunity 
for Kalamazoo students to participate in the 
U.N. dialogue and in cultural understanding, 
when they have to take on the role of another 
country." 
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Chapel Chat: (onsider the trees of the Quad 


They sure look dead. If you were from 
a country on the equator and you arrived at 
Kalamazoo College during winter quarter, 
you would look at the beeches, the oaks, and 
the maples, and you'd shake your head. "Too 
bad those trees are all dead." 


If you were from another planet and 
newly arriyed on earth, you might not even 
see them as dead. You might think those 
big things here and there on the quad were 
unusual sculptures, with their richly textured 
barks, understated grays and beiges, sculpted 
branches. 


What would you say if someone who 
wanted to raise money for K College came 
on over with a chainsaw and offered to cut 
these dead trees do\\n and sell the lumber? 
How would you assure someone they were 
really alive? 


Rob Morrison 
CONTRIBUTOR 


Honor Code Violator 


You might point to the tight-fisted buds on 
the ends of branches. You might kick at a root 
or two. You might slide your hand along the 
bark. You might find a twig and bend it. 


But to be more convincing - these trees 
are alive, really - - you'd probably resort to 
scientific explanations about seasons and 
plant sugars down in the roots and lengthening 
photo-periods. 


Even more convincing (to you and to 
the visitor from other realms) would be your 
sworn testimony. "Honestly, I've seen this 
happen for years now. This time of year, trees 
look like this. It happens every year. And then, 
listen. In a few months there will be a fine mist 
of grey-green across the top-most branches 
and then tiny little leaves unfurling, the fresh
est green ever. Believe me." 


I was told about winter quarter before I 


came to K College, about the fact that it's often 
dark and snowy and cold and that it starts and 
ends ill winter, and that it can be depressing 
and isolating. That people at K start to wonder 
about the existence of life and sunshine. They 
try to remember what flowers smell like, and 
what green living things look like. 


It helps to know that what we're seeing 
is one part of the pattern of our lives: that 
we've seen it (and some have even swvived 
it!) before. Maybe the more times we've expe
rienced it, the easier it becomes to remember 
that this is one part of the whole. 


But the real mystery of this time of year 
is that the life in the trees - apparent or not 
- is deepening in ways that are indispens
able to the real I ife of the tree. That sweet sap 
is somewhere nourishing the tree in hidden 
places and deep ways, so that when the tree 


THE HORNET'S NEST: Keep it green 
competition, Sodexho represents a big consumer of cardboard 
and other materials on campus. Any and all efforts that Sodexho 
makes to reduce its ecological footprint, especially recycling, will 
help our community. 


is in splendid leaf and blossom and fruit, it 
can stand strong. 


Consider the trees of the quad: they're 
looking a little grey, a bit lifeless, a trifle 
boring at the moment. But they're gaining 
deep strength for a more exuberant season 
coming soon. 


Consider the trees of the quad: they 
trust to a pattern of shorter and longer days, 
warmer and cooler seasons, quiet life deep 
within, bursting greens, shifting crimsons 
floating down. 


We need seasons; some of pulling back 
and nurturing quiet inner strength, some of 
dancing on the quad. These seasons bring 
pattern to our lives, patterns of sameness on 
which we are able to weave difference. 


Consider the trees of the quad: hang 
in there! 


Sodexho, though it has been doing relatively well in some 
respects as it regards environmental stewardship on our campus 
(especially in its support of the Farms to College initiative), it 
still has some room for improvement; this week, it is the Honor 
Code Violator. The Recycling Department on our campus has 
given Sodexho recycling bins specifically for the tin and card
board that they use. They offer to pick it up periodically, but 
these recycling bins have often not been used at all or underused 
relative to how much cardboard and tin Sodexho usually goes 
through. Cardboard and tin have also been found in with the 
normal garbage, eliciting some concern that Sodexho isn 't 
doing all that it can. 


Honor Code Champion 
This week, the honor code champion is the Farms to Col


lege organization, initiated by Amelia Kantanslci and students in 
her first-year seminar entitled, "Commitments." They have been 
working to bring local, hopefully organic food into the cafeteria 
Amelia's seminar did most of the initial research about the topic 
and plausibility of actually bringing local food onto our campus. 
They have gone on to start making many connections with local 
community leaders, including local farmers, people from Fair 
Food Matters, the People's Food C<HlP and Sodexho, among 
other organizations. 


local regions as opposed to from the other side of the country 
or world, which is usually the case, a lot less resources have to 
be used. For example, much less gasoline has to be expended 
when coming from a local area, plus the food tends to be much 
fresher, giving it a fuller taste and delectableness. 


Organic food is food that has been grown without the use 
of artificial chemicals such as pesticides and other toxins. Why 
does that matter? Often, pesticides and fertilizers from crops 
runoff into nearby streams and saturate the neighboring land, 
poisoning fish and other organisms. Moreover, for pesticides 
to be useful, stronger and more potent ones continually have to 
be developed to keep up with insects' ability to adapt through 
natural selection and foil the purpose of the pesticide. This leads 
to even more toxic pesticides with even worse consequences 
for ecosystems and organisms. 


Embarking on this transformative process is well-deserv
ing of the designation of Honor Code Champion. Hats off to 
Amelia, her seminar and everyone else involved. 


This is particularly surprising since it is Recycle Mania 
on campus. While our college is one of the leaders in this 


So, the question is: why does local food matter and why 
should we care if our food is organic? When food is obtained from 
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Two conservatives debate the value of Coulter's pundit-entertainer style 


Gregory LaVoy ing that she does not speak and working for Planned Parenthood, Joe Monsour the liberal talk radio station "Air 


CONTRIBUTOR write to convey a party platform. but I've never seen the transform-
OPINIONS EDITOR America" which she "loves," com-


Rather, her style of satire and ing effect of anything like that ments on the recent Iraqi elections, 
Gregory La Voy and Joe Man- biting wit backs up usually logi- of Christianity." Sharp, funny, Ann Coulter is certainJy intel- as well as connecting the dots 


sour at(ended a speech given by cal arguments in such a way that maybe even acerbic, but you get ligent, I won't begrudge her that, between the Democratic Party's 
Ann Coulter on Western Michi- puts humor back in politics and her point: America is now at war not to mention quick witted and mid-term election prospects and 
gan s Campus, Wednesday, Feb. fires up the political right. with militant Islamic extremists infia=atory. This is the woman Jennifer Lopez's acting career. 
23. Thefollowing opinions are a For instance, consider her and - whether or not you agree who infamously said, following the There isn't something inherently 
discussion of Coulter s merit as arguably most controversial the government should engage in Sept. II attacks regarding terrorists, wrong with a political co=entator 
a political commentator. quote, written following 9/11: evangelical activities - it is time "we should invade their countries, who also entertains, as long as you 


"We know who the homicidal for America to force change. kill their leaders, and convert them know what you're getting. Perhaps. 
The phenomenon of Coulter maniacs are. They are the ones Coulter adds to the political to Christianity." It should be noted this sort of punditry is how Arneri-


is that of a contemporary mixture cheering and dancing right now. dialogue in a way similar to John that Coulter was overcome with cans now want their politics. She's 
of political commentary and We should invade their countries, Stewart; yet anyone who thinks grief at the time, having lost a close like the John Stewart of the right, 
comedy that makes the unabashed kill their leaders, and convert that these or any single source friend in the World Trade Center, only she delivers her ad hominem 
case for conservative principles them to Christianity." First, (yes, even the oft-worshipped but the fact remains those com- attacks on liberals with far more 
in American politics and society. it should be noted that she is New York Times) are adequate ments and many others are crude vitriol then Stewart ever musters. 
She is revered by many on the directly talking about terrorists for gathering complete under- and racist. Perhaps the unwashed masses 
right for her ability to pronounce who cheered at the thought of standings of political or social I may share some similar views of America can only digest politics 
not only what many people are thousands of innocent people controversies does themselves a as Coulter - Iraq, limited gov- when feed to them in the form of 
thinking, but also for her refusal dying. Second, points one and great disservice. The bottom line ernment, etc. - but I completely sarcastic barbs, and clever jokes, 
to obey a politically correct two effectively became the offi- is if you are looking for detailed, disagree with Coulter's style and but I'd like to think that the Arneri-
speech code in a culture of silly cial U.S. policy within several scholarly political analysis that methods. can people deserve and can handle a 
political correctness. And one weeks of9/11. As for point three, works to bring together factions, Coulter doesn't raise the level more intellectually filling meal. 
would be remiss not to mention as Coulter stated in one inter- Coulter will clearly disappoint. of intellectual debate, and further- Ultimately, I laughed at Coul-
that at age 44, she has a look and view, "I think it might be a good If, on the other hand, you find more she blurs the line between ter's one-liners and walked out of 
a figure that would give runway idea to get them on some sort of satire, humor, and irony in politi- political co=entary and entertain- her speech no wiser then when I'd 
models half her age a run for their hobby other than slaughtering cal debate refreshing every once ment. Her speech last Wednesday, entered, but a little saddened that 
money. Understanding Coulter in infidels. I mean per~aps that's in a while, Ann Coulter might be Feb. 22, at Western Michigan 1'd just seen one of the most well 
a proper context means recogniz- the Peace Corps, perhaps it's just what you are looking for. University, included references to known conservatives in America. 


To the Editor: 


Not just any wage, the minimum wage. 
The question being, of course, if mandating 
a higher minimtun wage will aid in the fight 
against poverty. 


ies, is often cited by those who support raising 
the minimtun wage. Unfortunately, it is usually 
the only empirical article cited and - due to 
the study's flaws - is a text-book example of 
poor methodology and faulty research. 


To the Editor: 


While I usually appreciate The Index's 
coverage of college and community events, 
last week I was disappointed by the way in 
which the editors and writers reviewed the . 
College Republicans-Democrats debate. First, 


the positions and reflections of the speakers 
lacks critical analysis. The author of the front
page article simply mentions the filct I1w all six 
debaters and the moderator were men, a fact 
obvious from the photograph. and reports that 
a woman asked the debaters the first question. 
The author fails to explore the reasons behind 
that situation. The author also fails to explain 
the subject of the debate participants, or the 
filctthat only the two major parties were repre
sented. Perhaps [ am incorrect in assuming that 
these issues of the debate were not explored; 
perhaps they were deleted in some editing 
process. Whatever the case, I hope that soon 
The Index will strive to higher standards. 


The answer: No. It will not. Poverty is 
the bane of society and a serious issue, and 
the road to eliminating it will not last ifit is 
built by economically corrosive initiatives 
that confuse the issue. 


You may have asked yourself if the 
"potential economic pitfalls would be bal
anced by the potential social benefits" of a 
rise in the minimum wage. This is where 
the confusion begins, because there are no 
social benefits. 


The economy is a complex interrelation
ship between individuals, and isolating cause 
and effect can be extremely difficult. Nev
ertheless. the majority of empirical studies 
measuring the consequences of a minimum 
wage sho,,", that either employment falls, 
prices rise, or a combination of the r,vo occur 
when the minimum wage rises. Research by 
Card and Krueger, though, whose conclu
sions are in direct contradiction to such stud-


Considering that the economy and society 
are not on opposite sides of some balance and 
that they progress together, any economic 
cost really becomes a social cost. Raising the 
minimum wage in Michigan may help those 
who keep their jobs and now make $6.85 
an hour, but those who are let go and are not 
middle-class students are in real trouble; not 
to mention they might also have to face higher 
prices. And while those higher prices may be 
"minimal," they will be fur more damaging to 
impoverished families than to, say, tlle upper 
classes that can overlook a one or two penny 
increase in a product. 


Poverty is oppressive and the minimtun
wage ealller must be empowered to free her 
or himself, but mandating a rise in his or her 
pay risks only furthers oppression. Our society 
literally can not alford a rise in the minimum 
wage. 


Max Melstrom, K'07 


I was surprised by the amount of space dedi
cated to the debates (a front page article and 
photo in addition to a whole page of positional 
summary). I can only hope that an article on 
feminist writer Louise Bemikow's lecture and 
photograph PowerPoint presentation, an event 
co-sponsored by POWER, Women's Program
ming, the WRC, and the Office of Multicultural 
Af:fuirs. was misplaced by The Index's printer. 
as the editor ofThe Index did attend the event. 
Second, I was dismayed by the content of the 
debate coverage. The front-page article lacks 
significant review from the audience. with the 
exception of a second-paragraph quotation 
from a first-year who expressed his expecta
tions and a last-paragraph, l6-word quotation 
from an audience member; the article over
whelmingly indirectly and directly quotes the 
debaters and the mod\!rator. Considering the 
positions srnnmary, too, such an emphasis on 


Finally, on another note, I was also sur
prised to see a photograph of three Index staff
ers receiving an award. I congratulate them. 
I do wonder if they are aware that featuring 
a photograph of themselves when 22 others 
also received recognition at the leadership 
ceremony, which did not conclude any jotunal
ism contest, is so clearly a conflict of interest. 
Again, [ hope that a sense of professionalism 
soon supercedes. 


Bridget Scallen, K'06 
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Celebrating women in our history 


March is Women s History Month, initiated in 1977 
by the Sonoma Country Schools in Californiafollowing 
the lead of Black History Month. The organizets saw a 
month-long celebration as a means to better integrate 
women :~ history, a history that has been diminished 
and erased, into the school and post-secondal)' curric
ulum. We will be tunning columns of our foremothers 
alld foresislers whose incredible dedication to social 
juslice and the risks they took and the fights they fought 
are integral to how we understalld justice, liberation 
and equality today. 


Featured Person(s) of tbe Week: 


When Women Pursue Justice Mural 


Wbo Is Responsible: This mural is a result of the col
laboration of 13 professional muralists, 5 high school 
students and over 30 volunteer artists and community 
members, all of whom are women and girls. 


Wbat and Wbo tbe Mural Sbows: Not only does it 
honor and celebrate 90 women in past and recent his
tory, but it is dedicated to Shirley Crisholm, the first 
African American woman elected to congress and a 
presidential candidate in the 1970s. Others portrayed 
are or were women active in lawmaking, social jus-


tice, the American Indian 
movement, the Civil Rights 
movement, feminism and 
women's rights, the environ
ment, labor, and the arts, or a 
combination of several. 


Among the ninety women 
featured on the mural is 
the first woman, Jeannette 
Rankin, elected to Congress. 
She was elected in 1916, four 
years before women won the 
right to vote on a federal 
level with the passage of the 
19th Amendment. Another 
featured woman, Ella Baker, 
herself the granddaughter of 
slaves, graduated from col
lege in 1927, was a founder 
of the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC). directed branches 
of the NAACP in the 1940s, 
and advocated grassroots, 
community-based activism 
throughout her life. 


-photo courtesy walkny.com 
A partial photograph of the "When 
Women Pursue Justice" mural in New York. 


Favorite Quote: "Because 
we are denied knowledge 
of our history, we are 
deprived of standing upon 
each other's shoulders and 
bUilding upon each other's 
hard earned accomplish
ments" -Judy Chicago 


Importance of this proj
ect: By portraying active 
women of the past and 
present in a very public 
form and by working col
laboratively, the women 
and girls who worked on 
this mural hope it will 
inspire reflection on our 
missing history as well as 
action to continue to work 
for justice, equality and 
peace. 


--Compiled by the Pro
gressive Organization 


for Women Engaged in 
Re~'o/t (P. O. W.E. R.). 


FINDING YOUR WAY A weekly column from the CCO 


Preparing for a productive summer: Extemships 2006 
Kossondra Cossily to help students explore and potentially -Nokia Worldwide, Finland . 


CONTRIBUTOR narrow down fields of interest. This year's -Legal marketing, Boston, Massa
program highlights extern ships in over 25 chusetts 


The externship catalogue release 
has been pushed back almost a month, 
but it's definitely worth the wait. This 
year is an exciting year for the extem
ship program, for the program has been 
given a facelift; with an expanded range 
of fields represented in the extern
ships offered, K students will be able 
to explore new and different fields of 
interest. 


Wbat is an externship? 


K College's Externship program 
is a nationally recognized experiential 
education program that features one 
to four week opportunities where K 
students work and usually live with K 
alumni. The program is relationship
based and uses "porch-time" as a tool 


states and six countries. 


Wby March instead of February? 


In years past, it was incredibly dif
ficult for alumni, and even returning 
alumni hosts, to commit to sponsoring an 
extern in January, often over six months in 
advance. By bumping the release date back 
a month, the Center for Career Develop
ment has been able to give alumni a little 
more time, thereby pushing the extern ship 
numbers to new levels with extraordinary 
new opportunities. 


A few new externships to look out 
for: 


-Freelance documentary filmmaking 


-Home Energy Magazine, Berkeley, 
California 


-Marketing! advertising, Dell Com
puters, Austin, TX 


-Environmental Law and Policy in 
the US Senate 


-The Insect Zoo at the Smithsonian 
Museum, Washington D.C. 


-Food and Friends (non-profit; food 
for people with HIV and AIDS) 


-Maternal and Child Healthcare of 
Excellence (through Johns Hopkins) 


And many more! 


Wbat should I do now to prepare? 


To apply for an extern ship (you can 
apply to two), you will need to submit 
a resume and cover letter. The appli
cation turn-around time will be very 
short (about two weeks) and straddles 
Spring Break. For these reasons, we 
highly suggest you get these materials 
prepared and polished now. 


Need belp? 


The Center for Career Develop
ment is open and staffed with Career 
Advisors and other professional staff, 
Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m., who can help you prepare your 
cover letters and resumes. 
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THURSDAY 
7 P.M., Olmsted Room (LAC) - "Early Modern 


Space Travel: England's Lunar Moment and the 
Man in the Moon," the 2006 Moritz Lecture by 
David Cressy, professor of history at the Ohio State 
University 


FRIDAY 
10:50 A.M., Stetson Chapel - Music Recital 


7 P.M., Kalamazoo Institute of Arts (314 S. Park) 
- Third Annual Kalamazoo Teen Filmmaker Festival; 
free public screening of entries sponsored by the 
KIA and Kalamazoo Public library 


7:30 P.M., Wings Stadium (3600 Vanrick Dr.) 
- Kalamazoo K-Wings hockey team hosts the Dan
bury Thrashers; tickets ~8-12 


8 P.M., Fire Lounge (1249 Portage St.) - Buddy 
Wakefield, the 2005 Individual World' Poetry Slam 
Champion, performs live on stage; open mic at 
8:30; tickets ~3 . 
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HAPPENINGS 


8 P.M., Dalton Theatre- Kalamazoo College Sym
phonic Band and Percussion Ensemble concert 


2 P.M., Wellspring Theater at the Epic Center 
- Wellspring Dance Day; enjoy a performance by 
Wellspring company members, try a mini-dance 
class and sign up for classes; free admission 


10 P.M., Kraftbrau Brewery (402 E. Kalamazoo) 
- Psyche Origami, Saan Solo, DJ Brigham Young and 
Eric P perform live on stage; tickets ~5 


4 P.M., Dalton Theatre (LAC) - Kalamazoo Col
lege Chamber Choir concert 


SATURDAY 
6 P.M., First Baptist Church (315 W. Michigan) 


- All Ears Theatre Live Performance: 


8 P.M., WJMD Radio - Billy Skora, K'09 


9 P.M., W JMD Radio - Sean Wolfe, K'09 
'Ethel and Albert;" All Ears Theatre features local 


actors, announcers, musicians, and directors; free TUESDAY 
admission • 9 P.M., WJMD Radio - Kevin Sommer, K'09 


8 P.M., Miller Auditorium - Broadway phenom 
Jennifer Holliday joins the Kalamazoo Symphony 
Orchestra and NAEA Gospelfest Choir for a dazzling 
evening of music; Holliday earned a Tony and a 
Grammy award for her performance in "Dreamgirls;" 
tickets ~18-40 


WEDNESDAY 


SUNDAY 


8 P.M., Light Fine Arts Recital Hall (LAC) - "Arti
facts and Anomalies: Cabinets of Wonder and Eth
nography," a lecture by Elona Van Gent, assistant 
professor of art at the University of Michigan 


--Compiled by Eli Melaas 


K SPORTS IN BRIEF 
Men's tennis takes fourtb in tougb tournament 


Facing off against some of the best competition in 
Division ill, the men's tennis team took fourth place at 
the ITA National Indoor Championship hosted in Sl 
Peter, Minn., Feb. 24-26. 


The Hornets started off the weekend with a 
narrow 4-3 quarterfinal victory over fourth-ranked 
Trinity University in first-round action on Friday, Feb. 
24. Kalamazoo, ranked number seven in the nation. 
prevailed over the Tigers despite dropping two of the 
three doubles matches to lose the doubles point. The 
talented Trinity squad knocked off Kalamazoo's top 
two singles players, but the Hornets rattled off four 
victories in Nos. 3-6 singles to clinch the win and a 
berth in the tournament semifinals on Saturday. 


Unfortunately for Kalamazoo, the number one 
team in the country, UC-Santa Cruz, was waiting for 
them in the next round. In a rematch of last year's 
national quarterfinals, the Banana Slugs knocked the 
Horoets out of title contention by the score of 5-2 . 
Sophomore Tim Hubbard and senior Carlos Rincon 
were the lone Hornet victors on Saturday, escaping 
with a pair of two-set wins at No. 4 and 6 singles 
respectively. 


Things did not get much easier for Kalamazoo 
in the third-place match on Sunday, Feb. 26, against 
third-ranked Emory University. While senior Julian 
Seelan won a 6-2,6-4 match at No.1 singles, no other 
Hornets could muster a victory as Emory clinched third 


place with a 6-1 win over the Hornets. 
The Hornets will look to improve upon their 


4-3 record when they head south to face DePauw on 
March 4. 


Women fall to 1-1 


The Kalamazoo College women's tennis team lost, 
8-1, to Wheaton College on Friday, Feb. 24, in a match at 
Hope College. The match was the second of the season 
for the Hornets, dropping them to 1-1 overall. 


Freshman Lindsay Zuhlke at No. 5 singles was 
the only Hornet to win a match on the day, outlasting 
Wheaton's Shannon Hale in a tiebreaker. 


Kalamazoo began this season with a new head 
coach. Michael Malvitz, K'05, led the men's teanllast 
spring as the Hornets' No. I player. This year, Malvitz 
hopes to help his new team improve on a fourth place 
finish in the women's MIAA tournament in 2005. 


The next match for the Hornets will be this Sat
urday, March 4 at home against Oberlin College. Ka
lamazoo begins M1AA matches at home against Alma, 
Wednesday, March 8. 


Playing No. 1 singles for the Ilornets this year 
is junior Megan Fink Fink will play alongside junior 
Laura Spencer to anchor the team at No. 2 doubles. 
Fink, Spencer and senior Rashelle Salimi are the 2006 
team captains. 


-By Brad Brinkman and Ted Magdzinski 
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Kalamazoo men's basketball season ends in semifinal loss 


Mike Leifeld 
STAFF WRITER 


Despite the loss, Kalamazoo is optimistic about its chances Kalamazoo defended its home court, beating the Thunder, 
6 I -58, in front of the rowdy crowd in the first round of the MIAA 
conference tournament. 


next season. 
Hornet fans packed Calvin Fieldhouse in Grand Rapids 


Friday night, Feb. 24, to see the Kalamazoo College men's 
basketball team compete in the MIAA semifinals, and although 
the fans created an electric buzz, energizing the Hornets, the 
Knights withstood the storm, pulling away in the second half 
to win, 66-55. 


"Our expectations are pretty high," said junior shooting guard 
TyJerWorst. "This year ..-----------------..:...----, After losing their 


first haJflead, the Hor
nets won a seesaw 
battle in the second 
half of their last home 
game of the season. The Hornets jumped out to a quick lead, sparked by back


to-back 3-pointers from sophomore swingman Pat Clancy. After 
a rim-shaking, two-handed slam from freshmlll\reserve Henry 
McCain - right in the face of a Calvin opponent - the Hornets 
were off to a great first half start. 


Kalamazoo built a lead as big as seven, but Calvin hung 
around, grabbingjust enough offensive rebounds to prevent the 
Hornets from pulling away, andK led just 33-31 going into the 
intermission. 


"We started out penetrating the gaps very well and when 
you get to the middle against Calvin, or any other team for that 
matter, you can hurt them in a lot of ways," said senior guard 
Tim Herman. "We were very aggressive taking the ball to the 
hoop which also created a lot of open jumpers and our intensity 
defensively in the first half stacks right up there with the best 
we've played all year." 


Calvin came out strong in the second half; though, knocking 
down big shot after big shot, and the Hornets couldn't keep up. 
A barrage of3-pointers late in the game sealed it for the Knights, 
and Kalamazoo's dreams of a Cinderella run came to a halt, its 
season to an end. 


we took another step in 
the direction we want, 
and we hope to take it 
to the next level next 
year. We' re looking 
to be in the top half of 
the league and make 
a nIn." 


Home court 
helps Hornets hold 
ofT Tri-State 


Early in the first 
half of the Hornets ' 
game against Tri-State, 
Wednesday, Feb. 22, 
McCain threw down 
an emphatic fast-break 
slam, bringing the 
home crowd to their 
feet. They didn't sit 
down for the rest of 
the game. 


It was the Hor
nets'firsthome playoff 


Peplln 
According to the players, the fans boosted their energy during 
both playoff games . They hope to return to similar attendance next season . 


"It was our only 
playoff win in all four 
years that I've been 
here," Konwinski said. 
"It was really emo
tional; it was awesome 
to win our last game at 
home ever." 


Tri-State fought to 
within one point with 
just four ticks left, but 
Clancy knocked down 
two key free throws 
and Konwinski came 
up with a steal on the 
Thunder's final pos-
session. 


"I've never been 
happier to get a steal," 
said Konwinski, who 
finished with nine "In the second half; Calvin stepped up their intensity, hit 


some tough shots and it seemed like our lead turned into a I 0-
point deficit very quickly," Herman said. 


game since 2003, invoking Hornet fans to dub the game, "Protect points, seven assists and five rebounds. 
this House" night. 


Herman led all scorers with 16 points on 5-of-8 shooting 
while senior guard Kyle Konwinski added nine points and four 


"The crowd gave us an advantage," Konwinski said. 'They 
got in [Tri-State's] head a little bit and at the same time got us 


Junior guard Damon Krohn caught fire off the bench, 
stroking three 3-pointers to lead Kalamazoo with 13 points. 
Sophomore center Mat Kellogg put up 11 points with five boards, 
and Clancy and McCain each added 10 points. assists. pumped up." 


Seniors Herman, Konwinski leave lasting mark on team 
Mike leifeld 
STAFF WRITER 


Tim Herman and Kyle Konwinski have 
led the Hornet basketball team through thick 
and thin. 


The two senior captains of the hoops 
squad played in the last game of their 
careers against Calvin on Friday. Although 
the Hornets lost the game, the way it was 
played indicated how the two seniors have 
shaped this team into a competitive, hard 
working lineup. 


"It was a gritty game; that's how we 
have won games all year, is with hard work 
and defense," Konwinski said. "That game 
showed how our team is as a whole." 


Herman is known to his teammates as 
the "Pit Bull" and the "Flying Squirrel" for 
his hard work and intensity and the way he 
flies around - on and off the court. 


Herman is the type ofleader who leads 
by example: he finishes at the top in sprints, 
makes sure everyone is doing drills the right 
way, and always goes 100 percent. He is the 
consummate point guard, distributing the 
ball well and knowing when and when not 
to push it up the court. 


Kyle "Bullet" Konwinski isn't afraid 
to lead either. Many around Kalamazoo call 
him "Bullet" because, as a sophomore in 
high school, Konwinski was shot in the leg 
at Big Burrito here in Kalamazoo. To this 
day, the bullet remains. 


The gunshot hasn't affected his bas
ketball shot though, as Konwinski has been 
Kalamazoo's "Mr. Big Shot" this year. He 
hit clutch baskets time after time whenever 
the Hornets desperately needed a score. He 
led Kalamazoo in points, rebounds, assists 
and minutes played per game. 


Herman and Konwinski's departure 


leaves some major gaps for next year's 
squad. 


"The eight seniors for next year have 
some big shoes to fill," said junior shooting 
guard, Tyler Worst. "They are both great 
leaders. During a time out or a huddle after 
a free throw they'd always tell us what we 
needed to get done. They knew how to get 
the team sparked and rile people up." 


Herman and Konwinski's play this year 
led the Hornets to their first home playoff 
berth since 2003 and their first playoff win 
since 2002. Konwinski received All-MIAA 
first team honors and Herman was honorable 
mention All-MIAA this year Gunior Brad 
Brinkman and sophomore Pat Clancy joined 
Herman as honorable mention selections). 


Not only are they good athletes, though; 
they also excel in the classroom. 


Herman is an economics major with 
a political science minor. He has a 3.62 


GPA and hopes to either attend law school 
or work for Teach for America when he 
graduates. 


Konwinski is an economics major with 
a math minor and a 3.7 GPA. 


Both are humble, but according to 
Herman, "Kyle has 'Rainman' type skills 
in math." 


As teammates the last four years and 
roommates the last two, Herman and Kon
winski have gotten to know each other 
well. 


"Tim is the type of guy everyone 
should want as a teammate," Konwinski 
said. "He'd do anything to win and he's a 
good friend." 


"Man, its been fun," added Herman. 
"We are the only two left from coach (Joe) 
Haklin's last recruiting class and I don't 
think I could've asked for anything more 
from a college experience." 
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Students organize forum in response to swastikas Loan structure changes 
to affect students David Nachtweih 


Editor-in-Chief 
Roger Garfield 
Sports Editor 


In response to swastika drawings on Dewing and 
Trowbridge Halls, the Kalamazoo College Democrats 
have organized an open discussion forum for all 
members of the Kalamazoo College community on 
Thursday, April 20. 


"The idea is for people to be able to express 
their outrage, to talk about what it means to have a 
swastika drawn at Kalamazoo College, and also to 
discuss a future response," said Nate Krefrnan, College 
Democrat president. 


Dean of Students Vaughn Maatrnan. "We have a stick; 
we have symbols; we have a time frame when we think 
they might have been scrawled. We certainly have 
asked the questions, did it target someone or some 
office or something, but we don't have any suspects and 
we may never have one." 


According to Kalamazoo Department of Public 
Safety (KPS) the drawings do not fall under the 
Michigan Penal Code's Ethnic Intimidation Act because 
the drawings did not permanently damage, destroy or 
deface public or private property. As a result, the case is 
inactive and not criminal. 


New government legislation will change the interest 
rates of the Stafford loan, a low-interest financial option pro
vided by the federal government and utilized by roughly half 
of the Kalamazoo College student population. 


The Stafford loan currently is at a variable interest rate 
of 4.7 percent. 


The forum comes as the investigation into the 
drawings has stalled. Since little evidence was recov
ered from the surrounding areas and no one has 
come forward identifying the perpetrators, Kalamazoo 
Security has had no leads to follow. 


Without the possibility of formal criminal charges, 
the onus has fallen on the community to respond. 
Thursday's forum is an opportunity for the community 
to come out and take a stand, Krefrnan said. 


As part of the Higher Education and Reconciliation Act 
passed in February, the loan will take on a fixed rate plan 
with an interest pf 6.8 percent effective after June 30 of this 
year. 


''That's a pretty significant difference," said Judy Clark, 
associate director of financial aid for the college. 


"Strong attendance would be a show of solidarity As a result, the office of financial aid has asked the 
college's 654 students under the Stafford loan to recognize "My fear about incidents like this and what makes 


it pernicious to my mind, is that its anonymous," said Continued on page 10. Continued on page 2. 


Frelon performance to be electrifying 
Chelsea Phelps 


Staff Writer 
Tess Killpack, K '06. "Anyone can be 
a part of Frelon, whether they have 


Spring is upon us at K, and with it danced from a young age or never 
comes one of the most popular student' before in their life. If you want to 
productions of the year: the Frelon show. dance, you are welcome; there are no 
The student-run dance organization will 'cuts.' Some dances are more technical 
be holding its annual performance April than others and require experience; oth-
20-22 in Dalton theatre at 8:00 p.m. ers do not." 


This year, according to student Thomson says that Frelon, the larg-
director Meridel Thomson, K '06, the est student organization on campus, is 
performance includes over one hun- unique in its mirroring of the larger 
dred students, who have been rehearsing dance world in general, 
since winter quarter. 


According to Thomson, a lot of work 
goes into each 
dance from the 
choreography 
and rehearsals 
to costumes and 
lighting designs 
for each show. 


The show 
is unique in 
that it brings all 
dancers from 
different levels 
of experience 
together to per
form. 


Continued on page 5. 


Photo by Christopher Peplin. 
"No exten


sive training is 
required," said 
student director 


Members of the Frelon Dance Company re
hearse in Dalton before opening night. 


K scores RecycleMania victory, almost 
Aaron Aupperlee 


News Editor 


Sandwiched against the outside 
wall of the Facilities Management 
garage sits a 1977 Ford F600 with 
over 750,000 miles on it. Inside the 
truck's box hangs a wet-erase board 
with a simple message written in the 
lower corner. "We started number 
one, let's finish number one - RT." 


The RT refers to Recycling 
Coordinator Rob Townsend and the 
above message, his words of encour
agement to the recycling crew as they 
entered the tenth and final week of 
the RecycleMania competition. 


Ten weeks ago, Kalamazoo 
College topped the Grand Champion 
category of the competition, recy
cling 50.89 percent of its total waste. 
And after ten weeks of furious recy
cling from the whole campus, after 
every last sheet of paper had been 
counted, Kalamazoo College recycled 
an average of 48.32 percent of its 
total waste, a result good enough for 
second place. 


Despite finishing second 
behind now cross-country recy
cling rival-school Cal. State San 
Marcos, Kalamazoo College 
received special attention from the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 


On the RecycleMania webpage, the 
EPA wrote, "Congratulations to the 
Kalamazoo Hornets who nested in the 
top five in four of the seven contests." 
Cal. State San Marcos beat K by only 
2.58 percent in a race that went down 
to bitter end. 


Tony Holt, K'05, the assistant 
recycling coordinator, echoed the 
EPA's congratulations. "Second place 
is good," Holt said. "We were really 
consistent in all the categories. That is 
what really matters, that we are a well 
rounded program." 


Kalamazoo College participated in 
six categories in this year's competi
tion. The college placed second in the 
Grand Champion, cardboard, and bot
tles and cans categories, fourth in the 
Per Capita Classic, twelfth in the paper 
category and 28th in the waste minimi
zation category. The disappointing fin
ish in waste minimization can be partly 
attributed to the large amount of food 
waste by Sodexho, said Holt. 


Holt highlighted other accom
plishments in this year's competition. 
Kalamazoo College nearly reached the 
lofty, pre-competition goal of recy
cling 50 percent of the campus's total 
waste with 48.32 percent, a signifi-


Continued on page 5. 
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The V.I.P. List 
Name: Kelsey Fowler, 
K'07 
Birth Date: 09/24/85 
StudiesatK: Economics 
and a Minor in Art 


Activities at K: In her 
free time, Kelsey enjoys 
running outside, and var
ious forms of procrasti
nation such as cooking 
(especially enchiladas), 
reading non-academic books and artistically peeling 
oranges. She also enjoys thrift store shopping, making 
jewelry with beads, and painting. Kelsey is also the 
designer of the forthcoming buttons for VIPs. 


Study Abroad Site: Madrid, Spain 


A Typical Day on Study Abroad: Every moming, 
Kelsey would scrounge around the kitchen for break
fast. She had class at 8:30 a.m. and had to get up early 
because to get to school she had to "get [her] camel 
from the stable, travel across the seven deserts, and hop 
on Autobus Numero 67." Old men would stop her on 
the street and tell her stories about the Civil War on her 
walk to school. Kelsey made a daily routine of reading 
"Viente Minutos" (a daily newspaper) and her Spanish 
horoscope (if she could understand it). She joined a 
Spanish gym where she went in the evenings and signed 
up for Spanish dance classes. Later at night Kelsey 
would meet up with friends and go to cafes and drink 
lots of coffee. She loved to explore the city and rode the 
metro to some obscure places in Madrid. Her favorite 
dinner spot was a quaint Cerveceria where a waiter 
named Jose always seemed to have something special 
for her and her friend Leigh. 


ICRP Topic and Activities: Titled "Socioeconomic 
Integration of Immigrants in Madrid," Kelsey worked 
with a non-profit organization called Asisi. She talked 
to immigrants looking for work and visited various 
elementary schools promoting the implementation of 
programs preventing xenophobia and discrimination. 
She also worked witl1 an after school youth program 
playing soccer and providing constructive social and 
educational interactions. 


Unique things about Madrid: She leamed to pay 
attention while she was walking because for me first few 
weeks, people walked right into her. While meandering 
around Madrid, she found lots of out-of-the-way parks 
and squares. Madrid also always has great art exhibits for 
free, "You just look in the paper," says Kelsey. 


What you'd teU someone heading to Madrid in the 
fall: "I recommend traveling throughout Spain because 
there are lots of things to see and explore in the other 
towns besides Madrid." She recommends trying the 
wine and to "dance your pants off." 


-Compiled by Joel Haas, K'06 


LaDuke encourages students to fight for change 
David Nachtweih 


Editor-in-Chief 


Environmental activist and former vice-presidential 
candidate Winona LaDuke challenged students to either 
create change with their own hands or to 
suffer the consequences from tl1e deci
sions of others, in her speech in Stetson 
Chapel, Thursday, April 13. 


"We have a saying in my culture 
(Ojibwa): you are either at the table or on 
the menu," LaDuke said. 


The lecture, organized by Erin Agee, 
K'06, and sponsored by the Kalamazoo 
College Environmental Organization 
(EnvOrg) and the Kalamazoo College 
Democrats, was intended to provide a 
connection between tl1e analytical, edu
cational aspect of environmental issues 
with LaDuke's actions and experiences. 


As her speech went on, LaDuke transitioned from talk
ing directly about the environment to more generally about 
activism or what she termed engaged citizenship. She argued 
that Americans, tl1Slugh they have the illusion of control, are 
not involved in the country's decision making process. 


''How do we make a democ
racy that is inclusive?" she asked. 
"We should have a way to partici
pate besides protesting." 


Using an Ojibwa prophecy, 
LaDuke placed Americans and 
more specifically the audience at a 
cross-road. ''You have two choices," 
she said. "One path is well worn, 
but it is scorched, and one path is 
not well worn but it is green." She 
added that until this point America 
has lived on the scorched path, but 
that change was not in1possible. 


"Everyone botches things 
up," she said. "It's a question of if 
you have the humility to change 
things." 


"What do you want your commu
nity to look like 50 years from now?" 
LaDuke asked. "We could spend our 
whole lives complaining about what we 
have. [In my community] we want to 
be about the process of determining our 
destiny." 


LaDuke told the audience that the 
responsibility for the environment was in 
their hands. Using herself as an example, 
she encouraged the audience to voice 


Photo by Christopher Peplin. 


LaDuke's speech comes in 
the midst of a rising awareness at 
Kalamazoo College about environ
mental issues. Friday, April 7, was 
the official end of the nation-wide 
RecycleMania contest, and as the 
college continues to plan the Hick 
renovation process, a green Hicks 


LaDuke speaks in Stetson about 
the environment and politiCS. 


their environmental concerns and carve a new attitude 
toward the environment. 


"I want a society that values the quality of our relation
ships with those that have two legs and those that have fins 
and paws." 


continues to be a prominent issue. While Agee said she did 
not have those issues in the foreground when she planned 
the event, she did say that LaDuke's speech contributed to 
the dialogue. 


"Several people have come up to me and told me this 


Loan structure/Consolidation recommended 
Continued from page 1. 


the change and consider consolidating tl1eir loans. By con
solidating, students will set their loans to a fixed rate, based 
on the year they are consolidated. 


'There's nothing we can do about the future loans for 
the students," Clark said. 'They're all going to get fixed rates 
at whatever that fixed rate is at that time. But if they keep 
their loan as a variable loan, it can go up to 8.25 percent if 
they don't consolidate it. Since the interest rates are so low, I 
would ask students to give it some consideration." 


If a student utilizes a loan for four years of college at 
the current rate, the loan amount wi II total $17,125 and the 
repayment will register at $21,546. 


After June 30, under the new rate, the repayment 
amount will rise to $23,649. Consolidation now can prevent 
tl1at $2,103 increase. 


"If they want to save a couple thousand dollars over the 
life of the loan, that's what they'll want to do," said Clark. 


For seniors under the Stafford loan, the need to recon
solidate is more urgent than for underclassmen. 


As long as consolidation is applied for before the seniors 
leave school - the end date is June 8 according to Clark 
- they will not lose the six-month grace period that accom
panies the loan payback. 


The first-years, sophomores and juniors affected by the 


loan have a few weeks longer - until June 30 - to consoli
date and retain their six-month grace period. 


"(The grace period) is a nice piece to have," Clark said. 
'Those students who want to go on to graduate school, they 
can defer it during graduate school, ancl then when they come 
out, they've got six months grace period still sitting there." . 


The standard payback on a Stafford loan is 10 years, 
and it begins as soon as the student with the loan has finished 
school - be it graduate or und"rgraduate. The grace period 
accompanying the loan puts off that payback for however 
long it is deemed. 


"It's kind of nice for our kids because most of our stu
dents do go on to graduate school," said Clark. 


Students of all years should take note that the con
solidation process takes approximately 2S calendar days to 
complete. 


"It doesn't happen ovemight," said Clark. 
Students can also add in another loan while consolidat


ing. 
Thursday, Clark and the financial aid staff conducted 


meetings in which they explained the changes in the loan. 
Clark will offer another meeting or set of meetings at 


the end of me year to discuss the changes "if it is warranted," 
she said. 


For more information on the Stafford loan, visit staf
fordloan.com. To consolidate online, go to www.d1.ed.gov. 
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K College responds: a lesson from history 
Aaron Aupperlee 


News Editor 


Last week's discovery of two sets of swastikas 
tagged on Dewing and Trowbridge has left many 
student, faculty members and administrators asking 
why. Speaking about the incident, Dean of Students 
Vaughn Maatman said, "This drives me crazy and 
we will take this seriously because I think this kind 
of thing is serious for our campus, but by God, I will 
take this seriously because that kind of thing simply 
can't exist here. I just don't get it." 


Despite Kalamazoo College 's commitment to 
diversity and an honor code which binds the campus 
community to "accept responsibility for its social 
well-being" and "treat with respect those with 
whom we differ," feelings of hatred and disrespect 
do exist here . According to Dean Maatman, the col
lege has incidents that have targeted members of 
the African-American, Asian and Hispanic student 
communities. 


"We get lulled into thinking at Kalamazoo 
College that somehow this community is different," 
Maatman said. "And what we forgot , I think, is that 
everybody who is here has come from somewhere 
else and everything that existed in all those other 
places comes here . We are no different than any 
other college or university where this kind of thing 
happens, and it happens on all of them." 


While Kalamazoo College cannot control the 
baggage individuals bring to this community, as 
a community, the college can respond and has 
done so in the past. According to statistics pro
vided by Kalamazoo Security, no hate crimes have 
been reported on campus from January I, 2003 to 
December 31, 2005 . However, one recent event, in 
1998, galvanized the campus and moved the com-


munity to respond. 
On Sept. 27, 1998, a racially inflam


matory note was posted on the dorm-room 
door of an African-American first-year stu
dent who had recently read a poem during 
an open-mic on campus. The morning after, 
fire was set to the African-American stu
dent's dorm room, destroying his bunk and 
causing $2,000 to $3 ,000 in damages. The 
student was not in the dorm at the time of 
the fire and no one was injured. No arrests 
were ever made in the case. 


The campus responded . "Students were 
outraged," said Gail Simpson, assistant 
director of security. Employed at Kalamazoo 
College since 1990, Simpson remembers 
the events of October 1998. "There was 
quite a long period of time that everybody 
was worried about something happening 
here on campus," Simpson said. "People 


Sludtlnll join In • C6/IdIelighI vlllllon SUnday nlghl 10 .dW>clIte _ dIWfIIty and /IIIrmony 
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Clipping courtesy of the October 7,1998 issue of The Index. 
This photo captures students participating in a can
dlelight vigil from Stetson to the president's house. 


that would have never even dreamt about calling for 
an escort or calling about something weird going on 
outside their building were calling security." 


Index staff writer Emily Kolmodin wrote at the 
time, "We will not forget what happened. The dark
ness of ignorance has no place on our campus." 


To help break that darkness, students held a 
candlelight procession from the steps of Stetson 
Chapel to the president's house and back. One the 
return trip to Stetson, then President Dr. James Jones 
joined the students. 


Students also sought to revive the SafeWalk 
program. The SafeWalk program, staffed by student 
volunteers, provided students with security escorts 
as they walked home and allowed for surveillance 
of the campus at night. 


In a show of cross-campus support, the Epsilon Xi 


chapter of the Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity at Western 
Michigan University marched from Western's cam
pus to the steps of Hicks Center where they held 
a rally. Fraternity President Robert Mongo told 
the crowd of 80 Western and K students gathered 
in front of Hicks that his fraternity and the Black 
Student Organization at Kalamazoo College would 
get racial consciousness to another level. 


The events that took place during the 1998 fall 
quarter helped students and faculty understand the 
racial tensions stewing on campus and fight them. 
Later that academic year, the college approved the 
creation of an African Studies concentration. 


In response to the recent swastika drawings, 
the College Democrats will host an open forum 
Thursday, April 20 at 6 p.m. in the President's 
Lounge . No other responses have been planned yet. 


Guide to ULC Dedication Ceremony Saturday, April 22 
MCAT LSAT GMAT GRE OAT 


'10:00 A.M. -12:00 PM. Academic Symposia: 


"How to Create and Sell a TV Show" John Davies '75 
- Production Studio 


"Creativity in the Classroom" 
Lanny Potts and OJ Seuss - ULC305 


"Eighty Percent of Success is Showing Up: Ecology 
with Apologies to Woody Allen" Binney Girdler - ULC 
306 


"Elizabeth Patterson Bonaparte: 'UI Suited for the Life 
of a Columbian's Modest Wife'" Charlene Boyer Lewis 
-ULC308 


1l:00 AM. - 12:00 P.M. Performance Poetry 


Featuring professor Di Seuss's poetry students reading 
often confrontational and honest poems. Will include 
some faculty/administration/staff readers with possible 
reading by Di Seuss. Coordinated by Meridel Thomson 
- Book Club, Beaner's Cafe 


1:00 P.M. - 2:00 PM. Tours of the Library 


1 :45 P.M. - 2:45 P.M. Reading by Penelope Niven, 
Writer in Residence from Salem College - Connable 
Recital Hall, Light Fine Arts (LAC) 


2:45 PM. - 3:00 PM. Procession 
Gather at the comer of Academy and Thompson for 
the Procession with Monkapult, Frelon and the Taiko 
Drumming Troupe 


3:00 P.M. - 4:00 P.M. Dedication Ceremony 


Invocation - Mary Ellen Ashcroft 


Address - "Re-Placing the Library" 10 Ellen Parker, 
Executive Director, National Institute for Technology in 
the Liberal Arts 


Ribbon Cutting - Main staircase 


4:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M. Reception 
The Jazz Band will be playing in the Reading Room 


Beat the 
Price Increase 


The prices of our Classroom and Premium Online 
Courses are going up. Enroll by May 1" to lock in 


the current price!' 


CaUl-800-KAP-TEST or visit kaptest.com. 


Higher test scores guaranteed ~ 
or your money back: 


TEST PREP AND 
ADMISSIONS 
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Chapel Chat: What is "spirituality?" 


People sometimes ask me about the word "spiritual
ity." What does it mean and why do we hear it so much? 


What does the word spirituality mean? Well, it means 
vel)' little, since it's one of those words that can be filled 
in so many different ways. 'This lack of solid meaning 
can be an advantage or disadvantage. Like when we talk 
about "substance abuse." Do we mean ANY substance, 
like toothpaste even? Spirituality functions to hold open 
a space for further clarification and definition. I guess 
I'm grateful for any word that functions to keep dialogue 
going, to hold a place, and the word spirituality does that. 


What does the trendiness of spirituality mean? The 
fact that we hear this word so much and in so many 
contexts seems enormously significant to me. It speaks 
of people's weariness (sometimes disgust) with religion's 
manipulating, scaring, handing down edicts, condemning. 
People think back to religion that made them feel shamed 
and distant. They want to (rightly, I believe) rid themselves 
of the violation of that experience. And yet they sense that 
the spiritual quest is crucial and should not be abandoned. 
I find it tremendously encouraging tl1llt people who have 
seen only an ugly face of religion don't take vows to 
never think about God or the spiritual life again. To me, 
the popularity of spirituality indicates the deep, profound 


hunger we h= have for meaning. 
Related to this, I think spiritua1ity points to a longing to 


reach God/meaning in otller ways, arising from feminism, 
post-modernism, socialism, deconstruction, etc. Many of 
us distrust the word from above that tells us how to think, 
how to feel and how to behave. We want a different starting 
place, tllat of our experience. People want to start their quest 
in nature, in relationships, in the arts. TIley want to sense the 
validity of their own experiences of the divine, rather than 
accepting a mediated, top down version. 


I see all this as positive. But is spirirua1ity enough? I 
don't think so. I think it makes a great beginning, and an 
in1portant part of a rooted life. Why is spiritua1ity on its own 
not enough? 


At a fundan1ental level, spirituality can be vel)' indi
vidualistic and isolated, and that can lead to wackiness, 
narcissism, and "going with the flow" of our culture. TIle 
flow of our culture leads toward consumerism and lack of 
commitment, and the individualism of spirituality can ooze 
along with that. 


'This individualism of spiritua1ity can lead away from 
community, which is another problem. I believe it's good, 
for me as an academic to be around those who are much 
less educated. I need the broader religious community. 


Fall 2006 Housing: Featuring some of the BEST College Homes-
owned and managed by a K alumnus! 


As an Episcopal priest, for instance, I am a part of the 
world-wide Anglican Communion. I am bound (in some 
mysterious way) to a Nigerian Anglican's life - she has 
much to teach me, living as she does in such different 
circUfi1stances. And although my Nigerian Anglican sister 
would probably be more conservative than 1, I'm thankful 
to have that sense of connection. 


Belonging to a larger community means I must 
grapple with the demands of sacred texts. I can't just 
choose any direction I want, but I have to think about 
why the scriptures are so full of words against those who 
oppress the poor. I also believe tl1llt the institutional part 
of religion can respond to greater needs as well as one that 
might speak prophetically. 


Spirituality can make us into people who are starved 
of ritual. Ritual has an in1portant function in life - mark
ing off a space, setting it aside for a significant commu
nity experience - remembering the past, engaging the 
present, and moving toward the future. Ritual tends to be 
multi-sensol)' and can provide strength and inspiration. 


So, I'm aU in favor of spirituality, even though the 
term is a little open ended. And I think openness to spiri
tuality is a wonderful sign. But I believe spirituality needs 
to grow more communal as life goes on. 


THIS WEEK ON THE 


I ~~:I 
--615 W. Lovell--beautifully restored mansion, 8 Ig. bedrooms, 2 washers/dryers, dishwasher, paver parking for 7, 
$3200 includes all util. 


On Campus Channel 12 NIghtly 


--530 Pearf--6 nice size bedrooms, 2 full baths, full basement, 2 refrigerators, parking for 6, lots of woodwork, $2100, 
plus utilities (currently rented to "K" students and right next to two other units rented to "K" students next year). 


--606 W. Walnut--4 nice size bedrooms, 1.5 baths, full basement, paved parking for 5, lots of woodwork (share parking 
lot with 530 Pearl), $1400 plus util. 


--828 Oak--5 nice size bedrooms, 2 living rooms, 2 full baths, 2 kitchens, full basement, beautiful hardwood floors, 
$1750 plus util. 


--611 Stuart Ave.--4 nice size bedrooms, carport, three season porch, $1400, incl. util. (currently rented to "K" stu
dents) 
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All female film festival makes fIrst ever stop in Kalamazoo 
Nora Seilheimer 


Staff Writer 


The annual LUNAFEST will celebrate its 5th 


anniversary at the Little Theatre on Oakland and 
Oliver at 8:00 p.m. this Saturday with a series of eight 
films by, for and about women. Thanks to Planned 
Parenthood, this will be the first year LUNAFEST 
makes a stop here in Kalamazoo. 


"We thought it was a great creative opportunity 
to educate people on women's issues," said Tamara 
Carpenter of Planned Parenthood. "Most people's 
eyes glaze over when you start talking about chi Id 
care, menopause, etc. These films educate while they 
entertain. " 


LUNAFEST, produced by LUNA, "the whole 
nutrition bar for women," creates a nation-wide 
opportunity for emerging women filmmakers to share 
their creations with audiences all over the United 
States. 


"Women film makers, as .in most creative areas, 
have a hard time getting their work out there. A film 
festival of films by, for and about women creates 
opportunities for them to showcase their work," said 
Carpenter. 


The program will include eight award·winning 
films selected from over 200 submissions. The selec· 
tion was a grueling multi-stage judging process. Under 
the direction of LUNAFEST's professional program
mers, the submissions were first ranked on technical 
merit and then further judged by the LUNAFEST 40· 
member community panel. The final selection called 
for a review by the LUNAFEST Board of Advisors, 
a panel of nine women professionals in the fields of 
film, media, marketing and women's advocacy. 


Like previous festivals, this year's program will 
include films that cover a plethora of topics dealing 
with what it means to be a woman in the 21 st century. 
Each film is between six and twenty-one minutes 
long. 


Film topics include: senior cItIzen sexuality, 
the crisis to find childcare during a tour of duty in 
the Middle East; the dilemma between tradition and 
female circumcision for an Egyptian mother living 
in Los Angeles; a daughter's struggle to be under· 
stand by her mother; a mother's search for her miss
ing daughter; a young Asian girl's internal battle to 
find herself or try to be perfect; the healing power 
of friendship between an old woman and a troubled 
young woman, and menopause. 


The event is being held as a benefit for Vox: Voices 
for Planned Parenthood, which seeks to educate those 
born after 1973 about their vanishing reproductive 
rights. LUNAFEST also donates 15% of the proceeds 
from each festival to the Breast Cancer Fund. 


Price of admission is $10 per person in advance 
and $12 at the door. To order tickets for Kalamazoo 
LUNAFEST, call Planned Parenthood at (269) 372-
1205. More information is also available at www. 
lunabar.com/lunafest. 


RecycleMania!Kalamazoo recycling earns second place Frelon peiformance 
Continued from page 1. 


Continued from page 1. 


cantly higher figure than last year's 
average of 36.70 percent. Holt's 
most memorable RecycleMania 
2006 moment is what he referred to 
as, "six recyclers, two tons of paper, 
30 minutes or less." During the last 
week of RecycieMania, the recycle 
crew did just that, emptying a van 
and truck filled with two tons of 
paper in less than 30 minutes. 


"We were moving weight like 
pros," Holt said. 


Holt chalked up the recycling suc
cess to publicity. Holt and the rest of 
the recycling crew focused on pUblicity 
this year, organizing the RecycleMania 
Rally during the first week of competi
tion and keeping the campus informed 
throughout with kiosks. "If you grab 
people's attention and let them know 
how easy recycling is, they'll help 
out," he said. "The more people know, 
the more they will participate." 


First.year crew member, 
Amel Omari, K'09, was amazed 
at the response of the campus to 


RecycleMania. "I think that it is 
awesome we beat out so many other 
schools:' she said. "It is thanks to 
the amazing environmentalism at 
K." 


Omari said she enjoyed the 
whole competition. "I had an awe
some time promoting recycling and 
explaining recycling," she said. She 
cannot wait for next year's competi
tion to begin. To ensure continued 
success, Omari said, "We must make 
the campus excited about it, excited 
about recycling." 


Plans for 


Per Capita Classic 
4th place: 61'05 Ibs 


Corrugated Cardboard 
2nd place: 1.8.58 Ibs/person 


next year's 
competition are 
still secretive. 
According to 
Holt, "Rob's got 
all kinds of plans 
up his sleeve. I 
am not the man 
to guess at all." 
Holt did reveal 
that a mini
grant awarded 
to the Recycling 
Department to 
provide first
year recycling 
information 
packages for 
two years will 
help spread the 
recycling word. 
"We'll get at 
le.ast two years 
worth of people 
ready to recy
cle." 


"It is a space where people do 
set differences aside for the sake of a 
group·orchestrated effort to create arl. 


It is much easier to unite across lines 
of division." 


While the show is popular every 
year, this year Thomson says that 
there will be some stand-out dances, 
one being a "senior feminist dance," 
which Thomson describes as a group of 
women with a range of political views 
and dance experience who have come 
together to create a dance that follows a 
feminist pedagogy. 


Thomson also highlighted 
Killpack's dance, as it will include 
parasols, a prop incorporation that has 
not been used in a show before. 


This year's show includes a large 
variety of dances including jazz, mod
ern, Indian, Tahitian, Irish, ballet, hip. 
hop, tap, and lyrical, as well as many 
dances with incorporated props. 


While the show always provides 
a broad spectrum of dances, the most 
rewarding aspect for Killpack is "the 
community that is established in the 
process, as well as the whole show 
being student run, danced and choreo· 
graphed." 


According to Thomson, there are 
two reasons why the show should be 
attended. 


"With one hundred dancers, chanc
es are you will see people on stage 
that you know-we always sell out. 
Secondly, the dances are fun to watch 
and you will be surprised by what 
people you didn't think were dancers 
can do." 


Tickets for the show are $3. 







THE WEEK AHEAD 


TH U RSDAYApril20 MO N DAY April 24 
2 P.M., Miller Auditorium (1903 W. Michigan) - "Phantom of the Opera;" With 


some of the most lavish sets, costumes and special effects ever to have been cre
ated for the stage, Andrew Lloyd Webber's "The Phantom of the Opera," directed 
by Harold Prince, traces the tragic love story of a beautiful opera singer and a young 
composer shamed by his physical appearance into a shadowy existence beneath the 
majestic Paris Opera House; tickets ~20-~64 


8 P.M., Dalton Theater (LAC) - Frelon Dance Company Concert 


9:30 P.M., Bell's Brewery 855 E. Kalamazoo) - "Greensky Bluegrass," an acous
tic bluegrass band, performs live on stage; ~5 cover charge, must be 21 with ID 


FRI DAYApril21 
11 AM., Stetson Chapel - "Reflections from Abroad: Finding Home;" 


refreshments at 10:30 


8 P.M., Whole Art Theater (246 N. Kalamazoo Mall) - "Crawlspace 
Eviction," a comedic improve group performs live on stage; students ~5, adults 
~7 


9 P.M., Fire Lounge (1249 Portage St.) - Poetry with Kalamazoo poet and 
filmmaker Diana Densmore; open mic at 8:30; tickets ~3 


8 P.M., Dalton Theater (LAC) - Frelon Dance Company Concert 


SATU RDAYApril22 
10 A.M., Stowe Stadium - Men's Tennis hosts Coe College 


1 P.M., Woodworth Field - Men's Baseball hosts Albion College 
(Doubleheader) 


1 P.M., Wellspring Theater (359 S. Burdick) - Gilmore International 
Keyboard Festival: John Gibbons; Gibbons is one of the foremost inter
preters of the works of Domenico Scarlatti, arguably the greatest key
board player and composer of all time; tickets ~10 


1 P.M., Softball Field - Women's Softball hosts Goshen College 
(Doubleheader) 


5 P.M., Stowe Stadium - Men's Tennis hosts Calvin College 


8 P.M., Dalton Theater (LAC) - Frelon Dance Company Concert 


SU N DAYApril23 
2 P.M ., Miller Auditorium (1903 W . Michigan) - "Phantom of the Opera; " 


See description under Thursday, April 20; tickets ~20-~64 


1 P.M., Gary Fields Comedy Club in Battle Creek (51 W. Michigan) 
- Gilmore International Keyboard Festival: Henry Butler; Butler is a vir
tuoso jazz pianist who finds himself equally at home with blues, R&B, and 
contemporary funk; tickets ~12 


3:30 P.M., Stetson Chapel - Gilmore International Keyboard Festival : 
Natasha Paremski ; Paremski, an eighteen years old who has been award
ed the title Gilmore Young artist; will be playing Chopin, Beethoven, and 
Stravinsky; tickets ~20 


TU ESDAYApril25 
9 AM., Kalamazoo Valley Museum (230 N. Rose) - "Making America's 


Music;" learn the elements of music and what inspired celebrity performers; 
free admission 


3:30 P.M., Softball Field - Women's Softball hosts Olivet College 
(Dou bleheader) 


WED N ESDAYApril26 
9 AM., Kalamazoo Valley Museum (230 N. Rose) - "Making America' 


Music;" learn the elements of music and what inspired celebrity perform 
ers; free admission 


7 P.M., Dalton Theater (LAC) - Indian Classical Music Concert featur 
ing N. Ramani, R. Thyagarajan, Atul Kumar, and Raja Rao; tickets ~2 fo 
students 


Vincent Van Gogh: Yesterday I was trying to complete a 
self portrait. I just couldn't get the ear right, so I ... cut it off 


and threw it away. 


FRANCOPHILES, ANIME-HEADS, 
FILM SNOBS and PROLETARIATS 


COME WATCH: 


Japanese Filmmaker Akira Kurosawa's master
piece Dreams. 


Where: Old Welles Lounge/Phonathon Room 
When: Thursday, April 20 at 8 P.M. 


Why: Because it will BLOW your MIND (or melt your face) 


Sponsored by the Art House. 
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Letters to the Editor 
To the editor: 


During second week, student organiza
tions defended their spring budgets to the Student 
Commission (StuComm). The results were less 
than desired for most organizations due to the lim
ited funds available. However, the Sexual Health 
Awareness Coalition (SHAC) was particularly 
disregarded, receiving only $29, 12.3% of the 
requested amount. SHAC was further disgusted 
to read that StuComm allocated $810 over their 
available budget, and still, SHAC was shafted (no 
pun intended). 


It is not only that SHAC was given a neg
ligible amount of money this quarter, but that it 
has been consistently overlooked since its found
ing in winter 2005. Previously, SHAC members 
have been laughed at while defending the' budget. 
Requests for reallocation of funds resulted in 
loss of those monies, and all events expl icitly 
related to sex have been eliminated due to lack of 
StuComm funding. Though SHAC is grateful for 
the $25 it receives each quarter for advertising, it 
is a laughable allotment when SHAC is denied the 
funding needed to have programs at all. 


An entire program, "Know Your Body 
(and Eat It Too)", was cut from SHAC's bud
get because it required food supplies. However, 
numerous organizations received money for food 
that was not central to enriching the student body. 
SHAC wants to emphasize that we place no blame 
upon the organizations requesting certain things 
in their budgets. Rather, we have brought this 
inconsistency to light in hopes of receiving the 
same respect and standards that StuComm seems 


to apply to other organizations. 
Regrettably, SHAC, as the only student orga


nization provider of sexual health information, has 
not received the attention and support it needs, both 
financial and political, from StuComm. One can 
only assume that such an important topic has not 
received its due because, even among many col
lege students, sex is still taboo. Perhaps StuComm 
is uncomfortable with the attention SHAC pays to 
the importance of masturbation; perhaps they are 
uncomfortable that SHAC does not tell students they 
should be abstinent. It is not right for the personal 
politics of StuComm to hinder SHAC in achieving 
the goals laid out in its mission statement. SHAC 
deserves and demands the same consideration given 
to other student organizations. 


Sexual Health Awareness Coalition 


To the editor: 


Just in time for Passover, the Jewish holiday 
celebrating the Jews' biblical flight from slavery 
and oppression into the Egyptian desert, someone 
has takt:n upon themself to prove that anti-Semitism 
is al ive and well on our campus. The swastika sets 
graffitied on college property embody hatred toward 
Jews. Since freshman year, I've been a JSO member, 
Kaleidoscope co-leader, and an outspoken feminist 
on campus. But for the first time ever at K, I feel 
frightened to publicly display an aspect of my iden
tity. 


My reaction to the discovery of the first 


swastika set was to credit their makers with more 
ignorance than we usually' assume exists in "the 
bubble." It's possible some people don't know 
the swastika evokes the brutal murder of millions 
of men, women and children on the basis of their 
religious beliefs, ethnic differences, or otherwise 
non-normative identities. This symbol of hate rep
resents a philosophy which touts extermination as 
the only response to difference. 


But by the time the second set was discov
ered, I revised my opinion. The perpetrators sent a 
clear message: "We want the Jews gone." I began 
thinking twice about displaying my religious 
identity. Should I wear my star-of-David neck
lace? Straighten my "Jewish" curls? Learning that 
someone brought this deplorable symbol to my 
dorm makes me wonder how many other people 
feel I don't belong here. 


This is my home. Making K College the 
"safe space" we all seem to covet is not only a job 
for the Jews, blacks, gays, and other minorities 
who are forced to combat their marginalization 
daily. This is every student's home, and every 
student's job is to improve it. Maybe the next 
time a swastika tarnishes a wall and the K image, 
other groups will race JSO to respond in outrage. 
It's time to move beyond co-existing and into co
defending. That'll make me comfortable on cam
pus again, as a Jew, and hopefully you too. 


Jessica Tesoriero, K'07 


To submit a Letter to the Editor, send file attachment 
via e-mail by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday before publication 
date. Please limit submissions to 300 words. 


Just Holly's Taste: Water Street Coffee Joint 
Holly C. Gillis 
Staff Writer 


As the weather continues to 
improve, the chance to explore 
Kalamazoo is becoming more and 
more possible. However, while the 
weather continues to progressively 
brighten, more and more circles are 
appearing under students' eyes. 


As a compromise, perhaps 
students can try to find creative 
and adventurous places to study. 
Students have grown accustom to 
going to Rocket Star, Ravenwood, 
and, perhaps most easily accessible, 
Beaner's. Some students even drive 
to Starbucks all the way up West 
Main Street. A compromise can be 
found in between these extremes of 
locality. 


Water Street Coffee Joint, located 
on Water Street very near to Arcadia 


Street Park, is relatively undiscovered 
by K students despite its aesthetic 
and funky appeal. Booth-like seating 
lines the perimeter of the back of the 
room with uniquely colored tile-topped 
tables. Chairs on the inner periphery 
have a distinctive 70s style to them. 


What is interesting about Water 
Street, what regular patrons call it for 
short, is that about every month or 
two, the artwork changes. Local art
ists are invited to share their artwork. 
Currently Marion Loippo shares her 
work in the median of oils on canvas. 


Relaxed, bop-era jazz plays in the 
background while graduate students are 
hard at work. Water Street has outlets 
under every table along its back wall, 
other outlets throughout the room, and 
a fast wireless connection. During the 
day, patrons can work outside at tables 
and chairs to enjoy the blossoming 
spring. 


Before coffee is even mentioned, 
the food at Water Street should be made 
noteworthy. In contrast to the usual 
cookies and scones that one is usually 
offered at coffee shops, Water Street 
serves home-cooked, flavor-infused 
provisions to prolong your stay. While 
guests are still offered lemon bars, 
cookies and such, more unique dishes 
such as Spinach Tortellini Salad and 
Eggplant Fold-overs are also served. 


Coffee here is relatively less expen
sive as well, and lacks the bitter flavor 
that is so often a required side dish with 
coffee at those closer barista boarding 
houses. Store manager Christina said 
that what is special about Water Street 
is that "we roast our own coffee which 
makes our coffee really fresh ... our 
brewed coffee never sits out for more 
than an hour". She also said she enjoys 
the rich and diverse community that 
frequents the establishment. 


Water Street Coffee Joint 
315 E. Water Street 


(269) 373-2840 


Graduate students Joel Hawkins 
and Jenny Wood frequent Water Street 
because of its convenient downtown 
location and chill atmosphere. They 
frequent it because it's slower, less 
smoky, and "a little more low-key" 
than other coffeehouses. 


Other cafes around town that are 
good alternatives are Fourth Coast 
Cafe and Coffee Works. You will 
most likely be able to get more done 
without the constant interruptions 
than you might find at a cafe to 
which everyone goes. det off cam
pus! Burst the Bubble! 
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Trouble in Darfur theatens stability of region 
David Kudzia 
Contributor 


Once again, Darfur has popped back into the 
consciousness of the Western world, as raids and 
efforts to topple strongman Idriss Deby in Chad 
have added to the din in central Africa. The govern
ment of Chad has accused Sudan of arming rebel 
tribes who regularly cross the non-existent border 
between the two states. Once again, Sudan denies 
all involvement in the raids, just as it has denied 
complicity in the genocide in Darfur. 


But the truth is, Sudan does not have to arm 
these tribes to stir up trouble with its neighbors 
to destabilize the region as a whole. The borders 
between these states mean little to those either per
petrating or fleeing the carnage in Darfur. With the 
Arab Janjaweed militia, backed by the Sudanese 
military, devastating the non-Arab tribes in Darfur, 
the little order that once existed there is gone, con
sumed by an orgy of killing, rape, and looting. The 
trouble has spilled into neighboring Chad, as over 
200,000 refugees have crossed i.nto that state, aggra
vating ethnic and tribal tensions there as well. 


ents no immediate threat 
to either the economic 
well-being or security of 
the United States or the 
EU. But if the turmoil in 
Darfur spreads to other 
nations, as it has to Chad, 
then the blighted history 
of Africa will enter a new 
dark chapter. Even as the 
EU expands its efforts 
to raise the economic 
fortunes of the poorest 
continent on earth, the 
few gains that have been 
made will be undone, 
swept away by ethnic 
warfare and government 
corruption. Unless secu
rity can be established, 
no amount of goodwill or 
humanitarian aid can help 
lift Africa out of stagna
tion and decline. 


Since Sudan shows 
no signs of changing 
its policies toward the 
region, and the African 
Union's military force in 
Darfur continues to prove 
ineffective in protecting 


Illustration by Will Walkington. 


The events of the past few years have brought 
the problems in Darfur into ever-increasing focus. 
Now the stakes in this humanitarian and political 
debacle are growing, as the instability created by the 
decisions of the Sundanese government appears to 
be spreading to its neighbors. Chad, since it shares 
the largest border with Darfur, is the most likely 
victim, but the rest of the weak states of central 
Africa seem badly equipped to contain this spread
ing violence. 


Darfur has been ignored because the region pres-


the refugee camps, the initiative clearly lies with 
the international community. Unless severe pres
sure is put on Sudan to refrain from supporting the 
Janjaweed and a concerted effort is made to aid and 


protect the hundreds of thousands of refugees in 
Darfur and Chad, nothing will be done to prevent yet 
another tragedy from staining the soul of the world 
community and leaving Africa even farther behind. 


Keep it green: Environmental trends at K 
Rob Morrison 
Contributor 


Honor Code Champion 


At this point, I think the gen
eral campus community deserves a 
pat on the back. There are many green 
initiatives that are happening on this 
campus that deserve some recognition. 
The organizations that have coalesced 
within the last year or are ongoing 
are: EnvOrg, Farms to K College, 
the Energy Group, the Green Hicks 
Initiative, the K Recycling Department, 
Digging in Renewable Turf (D.I.R.T.), 
and the Sustainable Living-Learning 
Housing Unit (SLLHU). Before this 
year, only three of these six groups 
were in existence. For those of you 
who do not participate in these orga
nizations, it might be helpful if I give 
some updates on what has been hap
pening with them. 


EnvOrg, small but dedicated, has 


been doing all that it can to raise aware
ness of environmental issues on campus, 
as well as helping to allow students to 
manifest their passion for the environ
ment. Last quarter, EnvOrg participated 
in several Arboretum workdays, helping 
to clear and burn brush from the planned 
Centennial Grove. Also last quarter, 
EnvOrg organized a panel discussion 
dealing with water usage in Michigan, 
bringing in representatives from Western 
Michigan University, Clean Water 
Action, and local organizations. This 
quarter, EnvOrg has already held a cloth
ing swap, and will be holding another at 
Spring Fling. Moreover, EnvOrg will be 
doing a series of events for Earth Week, 
including a panel discussion on biodiver
sity, performing food audits, and having a 
booth here and there at certain events. 


Farms to K College, the organization 
that has spun off from Amelia Katanski's 
first-year seminar, is dedicated towards 
bringing local, organic foods into the 
cafeteria. The organization has been talk:-


ing with the manager of Sodexbo, Mark 
Wilson, seeing what is possible under 
the current circumstances and attempting 
to circumvent those obstacles in coop
eration with others. They are planning 
on holding a "Local Foods Showdown," 
where chefs from the area will prepare 
meals with local ingredients for people 
to judge; the tentative date for this is in 
early May. It is Farms to K College's goal 
to help raise awareness of the organiza
tion as well as the issues that it is strug
gling to obtain. 


The Energy Group, started by Dr. 
Jeff Bartz, has been working towards the 
goal of conservation of energy and rais
ing awareness of our energy situation. 
The group is populated by concerned 
students, faculty, and staff members on 
campus. The organization plans on hav
ing a "Use Less Energy Week" from 
April 24 until April 28 (week five). 
Friday of that week will be the important 
day to cut energy usage as much as pos
sible: extra funds that would have paid 


for the "normal" energy usage that day 
will be donated towards conservation 
or "green" projects in the future. 


The Green Ricks Initiative is a 
group dedicated towards enshrining 
"sustainable" issues into the design of 
the soon-to-be renovated Hicks Center. 
In coordination with EnvOrg, the Green 
Hicks Initiative has obtained over 330 
student signatures declaring the desire 
for the new building to be ecologi
cally friendly. These signatures will 
be presented to the Hicks Renovation 
Committee in the hopes of reaffirming 
and providing credence for the call to 
sustainable design. 


The Recycling Department is 
wonderful as it always is: participat
ing in RecycleMania, keeping the REP 
Room open, operating the K College 
Furniture Depot, maintaining the won
derful recycling program on campus, 
and so on. The Recycling Department 


Continued on page 10. 
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Let's talk about real oppression: debunking privilege 
Gregory LaVoy 


Contributor 


In general, college is a time for critical 
observation of the world around us, when 
challenging assumptions and the way things 
operate should be expected and encouraged. 
After all, how else do we expect students 
to leam new concepts and expand their 
means of thinking about important issues? 
lbis is all a given. In this system, however, 
oftentimes inane, unrealistic, or destructive 
theories are peddled as critical thinking or 
viable alternatives. lbis might explain, for 
example, why Marxism is alive and well on 
American campuses even though its history 
is one of complete and utter failure. To this 
list of theories, I would like to add that of 
"privilege" as it is commonly understood 
and used at K College. 


For those unfamiliar with it, privilege is 
the notion that one group of people is inher
ently provided opportunities and advantages 
in American society because of some attri
bute. Most often, whites (against minori
ties), males (against females), heterosexu
als (against homosexuals), and Christians 
(against all other religions) are deemed 
by this racialist theory to be privileged. 
Supposedly, if one has a deep knowledge 
of various privileges in play, then it is 
possible to tame one's thoughts and behav
ior to compensate for those unfortunately 
un-privileged souls. For example, if one 
understands ''whiteness'' not as a here<¥tary 
quality but instead as a sociaUy-constructed 
condition whereby privilege is innately con-


ferred, then I suppose it is possible to help 
"correct" against the privilege one receives. 


Even from this limited understanding 
fundamental flaws begin to emerge. For 
instance, in the previous example it appar
ently does not matter if one is a poor or 
rich white, a friendly or unfriendly white, a 
conservative or liberal white, or even if the 
white individual is somehow marginalized 
in his community. To many, ''whiteness'' 
in-and-<>f-itself is a condition of which one 
must not only always be aware, but also 
constantly compensating for. lbis mass 
grouping of an entire population cannot take 
into account the nuances of reality. 


In essence, privilege is used to explain 
away inconvenient diversity. The moment 
someone breaks out of a certain orthodoxy, 
we are in the territory of privilege. Any 
inequality, disagreement, or political incor
rectness somehow becomes privilege or 
oppression by the privileged. Particularly 
on a campus where students are constant
ly reminded of the value of diversity of 
all forms, there apparently comes a point 
when diversity is undesirable, and then it 
is explained away by privilege. For exam
ple, anti-abortion men have male privilege; 
people who have earned their way to the top 
have economic privilege; the college-edu
cated have privilege, and so on. 


Notions of privilege also have the neg
ative effect and unintended consequence 
of trivializing real forms of oppression in 
society. I once overheard a straight-haired 
female at this institution joke with a curly
haired female that the former had "straight-


hair-privilege." While clearly meant and 
received as a joke, their banter actually 
exposes the trivializing effect of "privilege" 
discussiOns on real intolerance and discrimi
nation. For example, it is demeaning for real 
racism-like finding swastikas on canlpUS 
buildings-to be grouped in with theoretical 
"-isms" and notions that everyone is innately 
racist. As a matter of fact, if we were to take 
this line of reasoning concerning privilege 
to its logical (yet silly) end, those people 
with natural academic or musical abilities 
have privilege over the less intelligent or 
musically inclined; attractive people have 
privilege; all of us American citizens have 
great privilege over most other countries 
in many regards, and even tall people have 
many privileges over the short. 


I certainly don't mean to trivialize 
the real oppression and disadvantage that 
many members of our society experience, 
but trivialization is a natural product when 
everything under the sun becomes a privi
lege or oppression. The bottom line is when 
any argument one may make can be simply 
dismissed by chalking the rationale for that 
argument up to one's male/whitelhetero
sexual/economic/you-name-it privilege, we 
denigrate our ability to intelligently and 
rationally converse by slipping into mass 
generalizations and tautological arguments. 
How can we have a serious conversation 
about race or gender if the default position is 
always ''whites/males are privileged; all oth
ers are oppressed?" When one cares more 
about another's skin color, gender, or other 
uncontrollable attribute than one does about 


that person's ideas, intellectual discussion 
and debate ceases to exist. 


In any society everyone faces differ
ent biases and labels; this isn't privilege 
on a population level, but rather intoler
ance on an individual level. Ask a white, 
male athlete about stereotypes he has faced, 
or a conservative on this tolerant campus 
about how people perceive him, or a black 
Republican about names that he has been 
called, and suddenly we realize we can't 
divide our population into "oppressed" and 
"privileged" groups. Our goal should not 
be to perpetuate this system by writing 
off entire populations as privileged, but to 
recognize real inequality and social injustice 
when we see it and work against that. 


Lastly, I would hope that as critical 
observers when grasping new ideas and 
broadening understandings of society, we 
might also not ignore those bright moments 
as simply insignificant. I don't think it 
undermines one's position to recognize that 
this country has achieved levels of diverse 
co-existence, social progress, and opportu
nity largely unmatched anywhere else on 
the planet. It should stun us to realize that 
America has progressed from a time when 
"conservatives" kept blacks and whites 
separate and unequal to a point where a 
conservative President has made a black 
woman one of the most powerful people 
in the world-all in less than the average 
American lifespan. These are achievements 
we should celebrate, and ultimately this is 
why "privilege perspectives" simply don't 
work. 


Keep it greenlEnvironment on K's agenda Community responds 
Continued from page 9. 


speaks for itself. 
Digging in Renewable Turf(D.l.R.T., or the organic 


garden club) has come back alive this quarter, as 
Michigan itself has come out of the long hibernation 
of winter. D.I.R.T. has already had two workdays in 
the garden this quarter, preparing the garden for spring 
planting. The garden is located behind Markin Racquet 
Center, near the base of the hill. D.I.R.T. has been 
in operation for about two years now, and became a 


_ student organization in large part due to Beth Kruger, 
K'05. If you would like more information on how 
to get involved with the organization, please contact 
Rob Morrison (k02wrnOI@kzoo.edu) or Seema Jolly 
(k03sj02@kzoo.edu). 


The Sustainable Living-Learning Housing Unit 
(SLLHU) has been a campus presence for two years 
in a row thus far. Supporting panel events, vegan meal 
discussions, exploring verma-composting for their bio
degradable waste, among other activities, the SLLHU's 
mission has been to: "explore, practice, and promote 
sustainable living, both in ourselves and in the wider 
community." Perhaps one of the most important pro
grams the SLLHU has put on for the campus has been 


the Bike Co-op. Member5 of the Kalamazoo College 
community are free to come borrow a bike at any 
point during the day, so long as the bike is returned by 
nightfall. A Bike Co-op Kickoff event will be taking 
place this Saturday, April 22 at 3:00 p.m. meeting at the 
Sustainability House (located behind DeWaters - take 
cement patlJ towards forest grove, and it is the first brick 
house on your left). The house invites the community to 
bike a route around Kalamazoo with them; those who 
do not have bikes can feel free to borrow one from the 
Bike Co-<>p. 


Honor Code Violator 


I'll keep this brief. Those seniors who've printed 
their SIPs out multiple times on pristine paper are the 
violators for this week. It is often best to not print out 
drafts of one's SIP, sending those drafts bye-mail to 
one's advisor, instead of wasting the paper printing out 
what will likely be many drafts of the same document. 
This cumulatively saves enormous amounts of paper, 
and spares a resource that is fast being depleted. Those 
of you who are Juniors - I urge you to consider this 
when writing your SIP this upcoming Fall or Winter. 


Continued from page 1. 


for people who are affected by this," Krefman said. He 
added that more than Jewish students were affected by 
the drawings. "Intolerance is sometlling that's intoler
able." 


While the event is sponsored by the College 
Democrats, Krefinan stressed that the organizations role 
in the forum was primarily as organizer. No plans have 
been made for an official moderator or specific frame
work for the event, he said. 


"We want to try to make a space for people to do 
something," Krefinan said. "To me, talking is a form of 
action, of doing something." 


"In the past there have been a lot of events that 
demanded a response they never got." He cited the era
sure of quad sidewalk chalkings by a student during the 
spring of 2003 and the ejection of several K students 
from a Bush Rally in 2004 after members of the College 
Republicans had told the Secret Service that they posed 
a disruptive threat to the event. Krefinan said he did not 
want this incident to be swept up in pace ofK and forgot
ten about. 


Any student with information pertaining to the swas
tika drawings should contact security. 
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THE BUZZ ON SPORTS: Pistons just beginning to rev 
Roger Garfield 
Sports Editor 


No matter how many accolades they 
receive or how much praise they are given, 
the Detroit Pistons always find a way to 
stay motivated. 


This season, they had countless rea
sons to celebrate. Four All-Stars. A fran


. chise record for wins. Hegemonic control 
of the NBA standings from Day One. All 
impressive things. 


But to this team, all meaningless 
things. 


"TIus is what we've been waiting for," 
Rasheed Wallace told the AP last week. 
"We got up for a couple teams, but we 
weren't really excited about the regular 
season. We've been waiting for the playoffs 
since Game 7 last year." 


By Ganle 7, 'Sheed of course means 
the 81-74 loss to the San Antonio Spurs last 
June - a game which, if the Pistons had 
played better in the fourili quarter, would 
have been theirs and would have made this 
year's pursuit one for a three-peat. 


That loss, though, made these Pistons 
infinitely hungrier. 


From the first tip, they showed their 
relentlessness, sending a message to the 
rest of the league that this year, they'd 
regain the throne. 


But as the season wore on and the wins 
came with increasing ease, the Pistons' 


. interest waned. They became a sleeping 
giant, occasionally looking at their watch
es, waiting for the playoffs to arrive. 


Now, the waiting is over. The giant has 


checks I balanced 


UUlIllAZOO IS NOW SEEIONIi 
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woken. The playoffs begin Saturday. 
Regardless of how insignificant the 


Pistons cast off the 2005-2006 regular 
season to be, it was a historic one. Let us 
remember 10 of the most exciting and 
important moments of the campaign chron
ologically: 


Nov. 4- Only the second game of 
a long season, it jumpstart the Pistons' 
momentum. With eight tenths of a second 
left on the clock, Detroit had the ball on 
the sideline down one in Boston. Tayshaun 
Prince triggered and found Rip Hamilton 
in stride off a curl, and his lightning-quick 
release swished through the net from 18 
feet out as the buzzer sounded for a Pistons' 
victory. TIley went on to win their first 
seven games and 15 of their first 17. 


Nov. 10- A beautiful display of the 
Pistons' mettles: teamwork, grittiness, 
and clutch play. Against the always-run
ning Phoenix Suns, all five Detroit starters 
scored in double figures. But with 4:56 to 
go, the Pistons trailed by six. The men in 
blue and red then proceeded to score 17 of 
the game's fina1 21 points to win, 111-104, 
cementing themselves as the league's pow
erhouse and setting the tone for the season 
that no lead is insurmountable. 


Dec. 25-- In a Christmas Day rematch 
of the NBA Finals, Detroit hosted San 
Antonio at The Palace. Ready for revenge, 
the Pistons were prepared for a close battle, 
but the Spurs showed up with coals in their 
stockings. Detroit dominated every facet of 
the game, winning 85-70 and outrebo.und
ing San Antonio 57-30. 


Feb. 15-- So long, Darko Milicic. His 


days in Detroit as the Human 
VictOry Cigar ended in a trade 
with the Orlando Magic that 
also sent point guard Carlos 
Arroyo to Disney World. In 
return, the Pistons acquired 
center Kelvin Cato and a future 
fIrSt round pick. Parting ways 
witll Darko was bittersweet: 
Wlule it robbed the Pistons of a 
No.2 draft pick still with great 
potential, it also freed up valu
able cap space for tl1e future 
re-signings of Chauncey and 
Ben Wallace, whose contracts 
expire in the next two seasons. 
And I didn't like seeing Carlos 
go. His on-court connection with Antonio 
McDyess seemed too innate to be over. 
But Dyess surged forward and so, too, did 
Arroyo. He's now tl1e face of the Magic 
in Central Florida, which boasts a large 
Puerto Rican population. 


Feb. 19- Four Pistons converged 
on the All-Star court in Houston and rep
resented the team fittingly. Not only were 
Chaunce, Ben, 'Sheed, and Rip part of the 
Eastern Conference's 28-13 second-half 
run that led to an eventual victory, they 
wrote tributes to Tayshaun, the only other 
Pistons starter not to be named an All-Star, 
on their shoes. Talk about a team. 


March 1- Pistons' President Joe 
Dumars announced the signing of free 
agent and 10-year veteran Tony Delk. At 
the tin1e, it didn't appear to be a major 
move, as Delk had only played one game 
all season. But Detroit fans and the rest of 


Hornets crush Hope at home 
Ted Magdzinski 


Staff Writer 


The women's tennis team is wrapping up the regular sea
son soon, and with only one match remaining before the league 
tournament, the Hornets need turn up the rackets to move up 
from fourth place in the MIAA. 


On Wednesday, April 12, K lost a close match to St. Mary's 
College in South Bend, Ind., by the score of 5-4. 


But the team bounced back on Friday, April 14, and the 
match ended with different results. 
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The Hornet tandems of juniors Laura Spencer and Megan 
Fink (No.1), sophomore Mary Atallah and first-year Lindsay 
Zuhlke (No.2), and senior Rashelle Salimi and first-year 
Smitha Gudipati (No.3) dominated the three opposing Hope 
squads to sweep the doubles points. 
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The Hornets then rounded out the 6-3 victory with three 
more wins at singles. Atallah, Gudipati, and Zuhlke each won 
in straight sets. 


The win gives the Hornets a 13-6 overall record - which 
matches last season's win total - and a 5-2 conference record, 
with one more conference match remaining, at Adrian College, 
on Saturday, April 22. 
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the NBA soon learned that Delk's game 
was on point. He went on to shoot a scintil
lating 45 percent from behind the arc as a 
bench spark in the seasons' Mal months, 
averaging eight points per ganle. Why his 
former team, the Atlanta Hawks, played ... 
him in only one game before his release 
remains a mystery. 


March 22-- In Miami a montll earlier, 
the Pistons had succumbed to the forces of ":> 


one Dwyane Wade - perhaps the league's 
"next Jordan" - as he scored the Heat's 
fu1a1 17 points and willed them to a I 00-98 ~ 


victory. So this game was redemption; the 
Detroit "D" reawakened. Wade was held to 
just 13 points on 3-of-15 shooting. While 
the calendar may have welcomed spring, 
the Pistons were unwelcoming hosts for ~ 
their Miami visitors, winning 82-73. 


April 2-- Detroit trounced the visiting 
Phoenix Suns and Chaunce showed the 
world who the league's best point guard 
is. He walked all over reigning MVP Steve 
Nash, scoring 35 points and holding the 
Canadian to 13. The game also marked a 
milestone for the Pistons' starting five, who 
made their 73rd consecutive start as a unit, 
an NBA record. 


April 3- Pistons president Joe " 
Dumars is one of the league's most crafty 
GMs. In his playing days, he was one 
heck of a shooting guard, too. On this day, 
Dumars - who played in six All-Star 
games and won two championships in his 
career - was selected to the Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame. It's · 
only a matter of time before he is enshrined 
as an exemplary executive, as well. 


April 16- With a 103-97 win over ~ 
the visiting New York Knicks, the Pistons 
won their 64th game of the season and 
became the winningest team in franchise 
history. When they look back on it years 
down the road, the players are sure to be 
proud of the milestone. But for now, there ~ 
is no basking in their success. The glory has 
yet to come. Their focus is on one thing: 
anotl1er ring. NBA Playoffs, welcome. ~ 
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Diamond difficulties in last ten Softball continues losing skid 


Eli Melaas 
A&E Editor 


Since opening the season with a 
promising 3-4 record, the Kalamazoo 
women's softball team has failed to 
gain much momentum. 


The Hornets have dropped 13 of 
14 games in the month of April and 
have been swept in their last four 
doubleheaders, leading to a 4-20 over
all record. 


Last Saturday versus Albion 
College, the team ignited an early 3-0 
lead in the opening game. However, 
five errors eventually led to five 
unearned runs as the Britons rallied 
back for a 10-4 victory. 


Junior shortstop Kim Juwong had 
two hits and scored two runs.in the 
losing effort. 


In the nightcap, the Hornets' bats 


went silent as they were held to three 
hits in a 3-0 defeat. 


On Monday, April 17, Kalamazoo 
took on a hot-hitting Hillsdale College 
squad and lost both games, 9-1 and 
16-7. 


Senior outfielder Liz Dodson had 
two hits and two RBI and freshman 
Michelle Brittain had two hits in the 
second game. 


Statistically, the Hornets are still 
eclipsing averages from recent years. 
At the plate, the team is currently hit
ting .252 with 81 runs sco~ed. During 
the last two years, Kalamazoo aver
aged .192 with 112 total runs. 


Yesterday, after The Index went 
to the press, the Hornets played Calvin 
College. Their next home game is this 
Saturday at 1 p.m. versus Goshen 
College. 


Junior Ame
lia Barker-King 
runs the bases 
against Hillsdale 
College Monday. 


Photo by 
Christopher Peplin. 


Roger Garfield 
Sports Editor 


Either the opponents are getting 
tougher, or the bats have gone into hiber
nation. 


Aft e r 
beginning the 
season on a tear 
and setting the 
school record 
for wins, the 
Kalamazoo 
College base
ba II team has 
lost eight of its 
last 10 games, 
including 
four defeats 


aged only 17 total hits, and in just one 
week, the team batting average dropped 
from .321 to .300. 


"We gotta take advantage of golden 
opportunities and come up with big hits 


when we have 
runners in scor
ing position," 
Leifeld said. 


Yesterday, 
team head


ed to Albion 
a double-


the 


for 
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the a~o;e Shortstop Mike Leifeld and second base
College Flying man EddieBarciaycommunicateona pop 
Dutchmen. fly in last Thursday's game versus Hope. 


header against 
the second
place Britons. 
At 6-10 in the 
conference, 
Kalamazoo is in 
sixth place. 


"We're still 
confident," said 
Leifeld. "We're 
still coming out 


The Hornets 
scored just eight runs in the four games 
and were shutout in two of them. 


"It was disappointing because we 
lost a couple close ones," said junior 
Mike Leifeld. 


Saturday's 5-4 loss in extra innings 
was particularly painful. 


Junior ace Charlie MacKinnon toed 
the rubber for the Hornets and pitched 
brilliantly, allowing one earned run in 8 
113 innings of work. But three errors and 
a game-winning single from Hope short
stop Joey Goeb in the bottom of the ninth 
spoiled MacKinnon's efforts. and allowed 
Hope to steal the game. 


Kalamazoo lost the second game 
of Saturday's double dip, 9-0. Last 
Thursday, Hope stomped on the Hornets' 
home field and won both contests, 12-0 
and 9-4. 


In the four games, the Hornets man-


gunning." 
The Britons and the Hornets have 


similar overall records this season, both 
with 16 wins. 


Statistically speaking 


Sophomore Jeff Leone has blos
somed into the consummate leadoff hit
ter. 


Leone's batting average of .407 leads 
the team and is third best in the MlAA. 
Tied for the league lead in hits with 37, 
Leone has also scored 23 runs and has 
an on-base percentage of .467 - good 
for fourth and fifth in the league, respec
tively. 


Freshman Ryan Benjamin has driven 
in 26 runs, which is tops in the league. 


MacKinnon (1.97) and Leifeld (2.40) 
are both in the top six in the ERA catego
ry. Each pitcher has a record of 5-2. 


Men's tennis has one-and-one week, still perfect in MIAA 
Brad Brinkman 


Stoff Writer 


The men's tennis team experienced a week of 
mixed results, dispatching conference rival Hope 
College before losing to the top-ranked team in 
the country, Gustavus Adolphus, on a road trip to 
Wisconsin. 


The Hornets maintained their perfect form in 
MIAA league play on Tuesday, April 11, with a 7-2 
victory on the road against the Flying Dutchmen of 
Hope College. 


Senior Julian Seelan bounced back from an 
unusually poor 6-1 loss in his first set to beat his 
No.1 singles opponent 6-2 and 7-5 in the sec.ond and 


third sets to score a point for Kalamazoo. 
Junior Alec Kempster and sophomore Tim 


Hubbard had less suspense in their sin~les triumphs, 
easily winning their matches 6-1, 6-0, and 6-3, 6-2, 
respectively. 


On the doubles side, the Hornets were victorious 
in two of the three matches. See Ian and his No. 1 
doubles partner Hubbard - a duo ranked in the top 
10 nationally according to the Fila Collegiate Tennis 
Rankings - won 6-4, 6-2, while junior Luke Marker 
and senior Dave Atallah took care of business at No. 
2 doubles, 6-3, 6-2. 


The Hornets scheduled a tough weekend road 
trip to Milwaukee for Saturday, April 15, where they 


faced No.1 Gustavus Adolphus. 
The Golden Gusties certainly played like they 


deserved their lofty ranking, easily securing the 
match 6-1 against Kalamazoo. The only Hornet to 
gain a point during the match was Hubbard with a 
victory at No.4 singles. The loss dropped the team's 
record to 12-8 on the season. 


Kalamazoo's next action on home turf at Stowe 
Stadium will be on Saturday, April 22, with a dou
bleheader. The Hornets will face Coe (Iowa) College 
at 10 a.m. before squaring off against MlAA oppo
nent Calvin College later that day at 5 p.m. 


The MIAA Championships begin April 28 in 
Kalamazoo. 
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How did 
I end up 
with him?! 
It's not as 
random as 
you may think 
By Phil Taylor 
Features Editor 


Kalamazoo College 
first-year student Sarah 
Guzy could have chosen 
to share a room with one of 
her best friends freshman 
year. She opted instead to let 
Student Development make 
the choice for her, and was 
somewhat surprised with the 
outcome. 


"My roommate is really 
nice and we get along,. but 
we have hardly anything in 
common," she said. 


Guzy says she and her 
roommate are poles apart 
in academic interests and 
sleeping habits. They have 
few common friends and 
rarely spend time together 
outside of the room. 


"At first I was really 
worried that it wasn't going 
to work out. But we found 
that sitting down and talking 
about things really helped," 
she said. 


Guzy's situation is not 
an uncommon experience 
for first-year students at 
Kalamazoo College, who 
often find they have little 
in common with their new 
roommates. Most, like Guzy 
and her roommate, find ways 
to establish common ground, 
but may be left to wonder, 
'How did we get paired 
together?' 


"The first-year roommate 
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On-campus crime? A student was mugged last spring in front of the library during the early morning hours. 


Campus muggings open eyes 
Entire neighborhood affected by crime, not just K s campus 


By Katie Prout 
News Editor 


Part One of a two-part 
series on safety. 


Despite the perception of 
many students on campus, the 
recent muggings of Kalamazoo 
College students do not represent 
an increase in attacks, said Tim 
Young, director of security. 


"We are in an urban 
setting. What is happening 
is symptomatic of what is 
happening around the whole 
neighborhood," Young said. 


The attacks of this quarter 
-- which took place Sept. to 
and Sept. 24 - come on the 
heels of two incidents at the end 
of Spring Quarter, which Young 
said make it seem as though 
there has been an increase. 


On average, Young said, 
there are about two incidents a 


year. The timing of the recent 
attacks makes it appear that 
there is a rash. 


"In the end, it will probably 
even itself out," Young said. 


To help increase the 
availability of the security on 
campus, Young requested that 
an exterior phone be installed 
outside of Olds-Upton, the 
temporary residence of the 
security offices until the Hicks 
renovation is complete. 


Young said that since 
the muggings, there has been 
an increase in requests from 
students for security escorts to 
help them return to their dorms 
at night. 


"I don't blame the students 
who are studying in the library 
until two in the morning for 
wanting help getting home," he 
said. 


The perpetrators of the 


incidents do not seem to 
discriminate between large and 
small groups. 


In the first case this school 
year, Young said a male student 
was approached as he was 
walking alone on Academy 
Street near the railroad tracks. 
The male individual that came 
up to him asked if he could 
borrow the student's cell 
phone. The student complied, 
but when the individual began 
to walk away with the phone, 
he attempted to retrieve it. The 
individual hit the student once, 
and when the student tried to get 
his phone back again, he was 
struck several more times. 


In the second example, 
violence was threatened but not 
used Three freshmen students 
were walking along Academy 
Street early in the morning when 
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College 
founders 
honored 
Remembering 
the Stones 
By Holly Catherine Gillis 
Staff Writer 


Sunday afternoon 
marked a important day for 
the history of Kalamazoo 
College. At Mountain 
Home Cemetery (across 
West Main Street from Dow 
Science center), a ceremony 
of "Remembrance and 
Rededication" honoring 
James Andrus Blinn Stone 
and Lucinda Hinsdale 
Stone and their family took 
place. 


While the ceremony 
honored the family as a 
whole, the focus was truly 
on Lucinda and all of her 
accomplishmentsduringher 
time at Kalamazoo College 
- her contributions to the 
community in which she 
lived - like the Ladies' 
Library Association, co
founding the People's 
Church, and her ideas 
that everyone should be 
educated to their fullest 
potential regardless of their 
gender or race. 


The Stone family came 
to the city of Kalamazoo 
only 10 years after it 
was founded in the early 
1800s from Vermont and 
New Hampshire. Upon 
her arrival, Lucinda began 
teaching at the college, 
although she never intended 
to do so. 


"Despite a hesitancy 
of speech that was almost 
a stutter, she was a born 
leader," said Gail Griffin, 
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KATE'S PEOPLE 
Name: A~hley Loyd, K'07 
Birthday: January 20, 1985 
Hometoftn: Austin, Texas 
Residence: Trowbridge 152 
Studies: Double major ill 


classics and religion. 
Classes: Homer and Greek 
Tragedy, Islam, SIP. 
Activities: Student chaplain, 
InterVarslty, works m the cos
tumeshop 
K Plan: Spent six months ill 
Athens, Greece. Writing SIP 


on how the dynamics of religion effect domestic .iolence 


Favorites: 
Sodexho entree: Chicken pesto pizza 
Smell: Rain. A good spring rain. The hot stcamy kind (if 


you know what I mean by hot and steamy). 
Texture: Dog fur. When it's on a dog. Specifically poo-


dle hair, especially on my poodles. 
Childhood toy: Boxes. Big appliance boxes. 
Beatie: Paul McCartney. 
Font: Recently I've been quite fond of JokemlaIl. 
Article of clothing: In general, skirts. Specifically, my 


blue shoes. 
Song: "Let's Call the Whole Thing Off," by Louis Arm


strong and Ella Fitzgerald. It's fun, it's cute, I always have a 
good time with it and I never get sick of it. 


Classic figure: AskIepious. 
Class at K: Most life-changing and significant: Women 


and Religion. Purely enjoyable: Sculpture. 
Professor: Carol Anderson, religion. 
Campus spot: The chapel, in the choir loft. 


If you were an animal cracker, what would you be and 
why? I think I'd be a camel. Because camels are not very 
common here so no one would know my imperfections as an 
animal cracker camel. Plus, they are pretty sweet. And useful. 
And grumpy. But hey, if I had to go that long without water 
I'd be pretty grumpy too. 
List three adjevtives your friends would use to describe 
you: Vivacious, extroverted, involved. 
List three adjectives you would use to describe yourself: 
Eager, CuriOllS, happy. 
What are your passions? God, women, social justice and the 
relationships, interactions and correllations between them. 
What brought you to K? I liked the size, I liked the distance 
away from my parents, I liked that they [admissions 1 seemed 
pcrsonally interested in me. I liked the study abroad program.. 
What is the best thing you have learned at K outside of 
class'! That it's OK to be a Christian and a real person at the 
sanle time. 
If you could change one thing about the world, what would 
it be and why? I think that I'd want to take away the human 
inclination toward and use of violence. Think of how different 
things would be. 


-colllpiled by Kate Boehm. Erecutil'C EdilOl: 


The Index On the Quad 


State of the Campus Address 
To My Fellow Students and 
Dear Friends, 


Welcome back to a new 
year one that I am sure will 
offer great opportunities and 
leave you with fond memories. 
After a year abroad, I am 
honored to retum as your Student 
Col11l11ission President. Through 
new ideas and determination, 
I plan to make this year one to 
remember - a year of better 
communication and integration 
on campus. We have strong 
and inspiring groups of student 
organizations once again and I 
encourage you to experience the 
extra-curricular culture that K 
has to offer. Spread the word to 
get involved, meet new people, 
and have fun doing it. Support 
your classmates, friends, and 
colleagues. We have so =y 
opportunities to take advantage 
and now is the time to do it. 


I want to take this 
opportunity to promote the 
Col11l11ission as a resource for 
you, the students. Please feel free 
to talk to us about any ideas or 
concerns you have-I encourage 
you to come to our meetings. We 
simply want to represent your 
voice to the best of our ability. 
Let's work together to make this 


campus even better. 
I wish you the best of 


luck this school year and I 
look forward to meeting you 
all along the way. 


Here's to a great year, 
-Erin Mazzoni, 


President, 
Student Col11l11ission. 


Student Commission 
Election Results 


Photo! Kate Lutes 


Students voted for their 
Student Commission 
representatives on Monday, 
Sept. 25. Thefollowing 
people will represent the 
collegefor the 2006-2007 
academic year. 


StuComm President Erin Mazzoni, K'D? 


President Erin Mazzoni 
Vice President Alaina Brinley 
Finance Director Dorian Jones 
Secretary Nick Culp 
Public Relations Director 


Julie Nguyen 


Info ServicesIFood & Health 
Joe Warner, Theresa Willcox 


International Policies! 
Experiential Education 
Amber Cussen, llya Svintsitski, 
Rachel Witalec 


Educational Policies 
Derek Gianino, Jaideep 
Karamchandani, Patrick Tanis 


Campus Life 
Joel Greenblatt, Monica Kim, 
Jillian Sabatini 


Athletics 
Michael Benson, Kevin Groth, 
MarcKom 


Campus Commissioners 
JessicaAdams, Sean Farmer, 
Kyle Fletke, Angela Jubinville, 
Hannah Kaliewaard, Marina 
Migliore, Melinda Schaller, 
Aidis Tuxhari, Owen Willis 


Crime: Suggestions from security 
From Front 
they were approached by a male 
individual who appeared to have 
a gun wrapped in a towel. He 
demanded that they give him 
their wallets and fled after they 
complied, Young said. 


Young also said that the 
muggings, taking place just off 
campus, do not indicate that 
there is an individual or a group 
that is targeting Kalamazoo 
College and its population. 


The Kalamazoo Dept. 
of Public Safety has pledged 
additional patrols for the campus. 
In the meantime, Young cautions 
students and others on campus 
to use basic common sense. 
He recommends not talk.ing to 
strangers, and not stopping to let 


them talk to you. 
"I think we all 


want to do good," said 
Young about the urge 
to give pocket change 
to the homeless that 
ask for it, "but some 
people are going to 
try to sucker you out 
of what you got You 
don't know if they 
are a panhandler or a 
good person." 


The Kalamazoo 
police have yet to 
apprehend either of 
the suspects in the 
incidents, Young said. 


Part Two of the 
safety series will run 
next week. 


Kate Lutes 
The most recent incident occured on Academy 
Street by the railroad tracks. Security advises 
students to be cautious and use common sense. 
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Roommates: Complicated process, more hits than misses 
From Front 
pairing process takes place in the summer 
based on the responses incoming students 
make on their housing applications," 
said Dana Jansma, director of 
Residential Life. 


Jansma is responsible for 
pairing around 400 students each 
year based on several criteria 
found on the application. 


"I try to find people with 
similar lifestyles. They may not 
have a lot of interests in common, 
but basic living schedules are very 
inlportant," Jansma said. 


The first-year housing 
application uses criteria such 
as 'special needs,' 'sleeping 
schedules, "smoking preferences, , 
'housekeeping,' and 'study 
habits.' Secondary considerations 
are made for students' areas of 
study and co-curricular activities. 
Jansma says she first looks at 
students who specified special 
needs on their housing surveys, 
and then begins to pair students 
with compatible lifestyles. 


"I've worked at large universities 
where you basically get matched by a 
computer with very little information. 
Smalls schools by far use the most 
extensive criteria for matching first-year 
roommates," Jansma said 


The first-year housing application 


was authored by Kalamazoo College. 
Jansma said they have made changes to it 
over the years to get a better idea of what 
students are looking for in a roommate. 


to college. Jansma said on average only 
5 percent of students decide to change 
roommates during their first year. 


Some roommates bec{)me good 
friends and even decide to 
live together sophomore year. 
Kalamazoo College sophomores 
Piper Kurtz and Zina Scimemi
O'Sullivan were swprised they 
were paired together freshman 
year, but found they got along 
well with good communication 
and mutual respect. Their similar 
personalities and lifestyles led 
them to give it another go as 
roommates sophomore year. 


"It's things like being quiet 
when the other needs quiet, 
or going somewhere else if 
someone wants to study or nap," 
said Scimemi-O'Sullivan of her 
relationship with Kurtz. 


In contrast, Kalamazoo 
College sophomore Jenica Lee 
had a difficult time adjusting 


Illustration! Will Walkington to life with her roommate 
freshman year. She says a lack of 


communication led to a mutual distrust 
between her and her roommate. 


One example of this is the final question 
on the survey, which asks students to 
specifY the preference they feel is the 
most important consideration in choosing 
their roommate. 


"I know I have hits and I know I have 
misses," Jansma said, adding that people 
often change their lifestyles when they get 


"There were a lot of things that went 
wrong between us that we should have 
spoken about," Lee said. "Our social 
lives interfered with our academic lives, 
and we didn't have the right roommate 
communication to work things out." 


Resident Assistants on campus feel 
that housing applications and written 
roommate agreements both help to 
establish healthy roommate relationships. 
They say the most important of all 
however, is good communication. 


"You have to talk to )lour roommate 
about what's bothering you or your 
rooming situation will fall apart," 
said senior and third year RA Bristol 
Day. Day feels that it is important for 
roommates to have similar living habits, 
citing disagreements about study habits 
and cleanliness as common problems. 


"People will have trouble lining 
up living patterns if they don't 
communicate because they won't know 
there is a problem," said senior RA Tom 
Beck. Beck said living priorities depend 
on the person, but should be expressed 
when first year roommate agreements 
are written. 


Jansma says that not every match 
is perfect, and that sometimes people 
clash over things that don't make it onto 
the housing application, such as politics 
or relationships. She says the most 
important thing for first-year roommates 
is negotiating needs and setting 
boundaries through communication. 


"A big part of the learning 
process in college is learning to live 
with someone different than you. It 
can be uncomfortable and it can be 
challenging," she said. 


Stone: Campus founders actively remembered for over 100 years 
From Front 
a Lucinda Stone biographer 
and professor of English at 
K. "She believed in education 
like some people believe in 
religion. " 


Lucinda's teaching 
methods were avant-garde 
for her time. According to Dr. 
Griffin, Lucinda didn't force 
her students to believe what 
she believed. Instead, her 
students said, "She was never 
didactic. She suggested things 
rather than asserted them; she 
inspired rather than taught her 
ideas." 


This difference in 
methodology with the Baptist 
Church was, in the end, 
limiting to the education the 
Stones hoped to provide. 


"You know how the 
K College chapter ends: 
with her and her husband 
submitting their resignations 
on November 5, 1863," Dr. 
Griffin said, "in the middle 
of a terrible war and in the 
face of subversion and attacks 
from conservative leadership 
and ultimately being driven 
from the Baptist Church as 
well. " 


Despite the persecuted 
nature in which the Stones 
were forced to leave, the 
college, the People's Church, 
and the Ladies' Library 
Association worked together 
to repair and rededicate the 
grave sites. 


President Eileen B. 
Wilson-Oyelaran spoke at the 


ceremony, as well. 
"In the cultural traditions 


I embrace most deeply, 
African-American and Yoruba 
of Nigeria, it is not uncommon 
that one should visit the grave 
site of those who have gone 
before - simply to reconnect 
with the source of wisdom 
that their lives represent," 
Dr. Wilson-Oyelaran said. 
"And so we gather today to 
rededicate, to relearn." 


Dr. Rev. Mary Ellen 
Ashcroft, college chaplain 
and professor of English, 
asked attendees to come up to 
the front of the ceremony and 
place a carnation in a vase and 
thank or remember Lucinda 
and how her actions affected 
them individually. 


One of the 
speakers, Rev. Mary 
Beth Sarhatt, a 
reverend at the First 
Baptist Church of 
Kalamazoo, said after 
the ceremony, that she 
hopes "(the church) is 
more progressive now 
then it was then." 


The Stones 
still have a valuable 
place at the college. 
The biggest bells in 
Stetson Chapel are 
named in their honor, 
the Stone Room is 
located next to the Old 
Welles dining hall, 
and Lucinda's portrait 
is still displayed on 
the college grounds. 


I I 
K English professor and Lucinda Stone biog
rapher Gail Griffin spoke at the Stone family 
memorial "Remembrance and Rededication" 
at Mountain Home Cemetery last Sunday. 
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Welcome to K: New faculty join campus community (Part One) 
By Jillian McLaughlin 
Staff Writer 


Dr. Tania Mayne, History 
Dr. Tania Maync has another busy 


year awaiting her at K. Aside from 
teaching two history classes, advising 
SIPs and assisting the volleyball team, 
she plans to turn her dissertation into a 
book and read some science fiction on 
the side. 


''I'm going to be very busy getting 
used to teaching full-time," Maync said. 


Maync replaced Professor David 
Barclay while he was on sabbatical 
Winter Quarter oflast year. She will teach 
at K through the end of this year. 


"I really like the close relationship 
between teacher and student here," said 
Maync, who attended large tmdergraduate 
and graduate schools. She says she came 
to Kalamazoo College to gain experience 
at a liberal arts school. 


Maync teaches Contemporary 
Europe and Germany and Central Europe 
in the 19th Century, classes she designed 
herselffor fall quarter. She will also teach 
Comparative Revolutions, Introduction 
to History ill, and a Junior Seminar in 
Modem European History. 
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Her primary focus is Europe, but she 
strives to present a complete picture. 


"I think I bring a novel approach 
to history in some ways because I don't 
specialize in one country," Mayne said. 
"I don't like rules telling you you have to 
teach within dates and within geographic 
botmdaries. History doesn't work like 
that so why should the discipline?" 


Maync is content working at K 
despite the fact that her contract expires 
at the end of the academic year. 


"I really like the level of motivation 
of the students. I like the community feel 
of the college," she said. 


Dr. Tom Dueweke, Chemistry 
Kalamazoo College welcomed 


back a familiar face this fall: Dr. Tom 
Dueweke, chemistry professor and K 
alum, Class of 1983. 


"Things are remarkably the same," 
Dueweke said of the Kalamazoo College 
he left 23 years ago. 


Dueweke spent the majority of his 
career working in the pharmaceuticals, 
most recently with Pfizer in Kalamazoo. 
At Pfizer Dueweke developed drugs for 
HIV patients and spent the last five to six. 
years researching drugs for Hepatitis C. 
He enjoyed his work with Pfizer but was 
ready for a change. 


"When you get into industry it's 
hard to get a group of people so positive. 
I see everybody pretty much happy (at 


K) and all trying to help each other. It's 
relatively rare but a neat thing to be a 
part of," he said. 


When Pfizer relocated anti-viral 
research to California, Dueweke decided 
to remain in Kalamazoo. 


"I'm trying to work my way back 
towards an academic career," he said. 


Dueweke teaches Chemistry and 
Society this fall and will teach Organic 
Chemistry in the winter. 


Kalamazoo College influenced 
Dueweke's life long after graduation, 
particularly through his three sons. 


"All the boys went through 
Woodward," he said. "A lot of the 
students at Kalamazoo have done 
service learning there and I'm grateful 
for all they have done for that school." 


Dueweke hopes to become deeply 
involved with students this year. 


"I hope to get to know more 
students, and look forward to the science 
SIP presentations. It's neat to see how 
students choose a project and do what 
they can with some limited resources." 


Professor Andrew Koeler, Music 
Professor Andrew Koeler joins the 


music faculty this year as 'Kalamazoo 
College's new orchestra conductor and 
professor of applied violin and viola. 


Koeler introduces a new chamber 
orchestra program for his violin and 
viola class that gives students a different 


OUT TO THE MOVIES 


WITH TJ KOSINSKI 
SCHOOL FOR SCOUNDRELS 


"School for Scotmdrels" could 
alternately be called ''Napoleon Dynamite 
Gets Laid" Neither Billy Bob Thornton 
nor Jon Heder even try to act in the new 
comedy from director and co-writer Todd 
Phillips, the mind behind "Road Trip", 
"Old School" and "Starsky & Hutch". 


"Scoundrels" follows pitiful New 
York City parking enforcement officer 
Roger (Reder), who pines for his beautiful 
neighbor Amanda (Jacinda Barrett). 


Going on the advice of his only mend, 
Roger enrolls in a mysterious class taught 
by the enigmatic Dr. P (Thornton), who 
promises to give him the tools he needs 
to turn his life arotmd. 


experience outside of the classroom. 
"In high school, music changed for 


me and something clicked," Koeler said. 
"I began hearing music in a different 
way. I was involved in a chamber 
orchestra which helped." 


In addition to teaching violin and 
viola, Koehler will teach an instrumental 
methods course and two conducting 
classes. 


"I think of myself principally as a 
conductor," he said. 


Koeler will spend his time focusing 
primarily on the Kalamazoo College and 
Community Orchestra (KCCO). 


"The orchestra here is not just 
a student organization. I have a high 
school student, college students and 
even 70-year-olds," said Koeler, who 
says K students make up only one third 
of the orchestra. 


"It's an interesting opportunity to 
see the town at work," he said. 


Koehler has big ambitions for the 
orchestra. 


"I see more student involvement 
in orchestra. I would like to make 
the orchestra an indispensable part of 
campus life." 


On November 18th, at 8 p.m. 
the KCCO performs its first concert, 
featuring the music of DeLlo Joio and 
Beethoven. 


"I'm hoping to get more people 
excited about music," he said. 


his confidence enough to land a date 
with Amanda, and Dr. P decides that his 
protege has leamed a little too much and 
decides to move in on Amanda himself. 


What follows should be a nasty yet 
hilarious battle of wits, but under a PG-
13 rating, Phillips' film fails without the 
vulgar humor of his previous movies. 
Heat.: proves completely incapable of 
playing anything other than the sleepy, 
sarcastic oddball lie created in Napoleon 
.Jynamite, but Thornton is an actor 
with range and to see him repeating his 
performance fr.)m "B.ill " ane "Bad 
News Bears'" just disappointin . 


Nobody .puts much eft; It jnto 
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Chapel Chat: Circle up! 
By Mary Ellen Ashcroft 
College Chaplain 


The Cavern Fire Circle's first 
lighting was on Tuesday night. Designed 
and crafted by local blacksmith Holly 
Fisher, the Fire Circle is meant to be a 
place not only for chapel events, but also 
for circles of students to hang out. 


on the wall behind it; flashlights, 
skewers, and newspaper stored 
behind the wall). 


But, looking around through the 
flames, I realized that I was seeing 
there what is for me the heart of 
spirituality here at Kalamazoo. Tbat 
heart is about circles: circles in which 
members of the community can be 
real about their struggles as well as 
their triumphs; circles in which a 
person can speak and know they will 
be deeply listened to; circles where 
people can be quiet together and then 
laugh together. 


So my invitation to the 
Kalamazoo community this year is 
an invitation to "Circle Up"! There 
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At that first kindling I sat in the circle 
looking around at the faces of students, 
some of whom were new to K College, 
and others who have been around for a 
few years. I asked folks about memories 
of fires. An international student spoke 
about traditional bonfires in Germany; 
another told us about sacred Zoroastrian 
fires that have burned for centuries in 
Iran. Others talked about family camping 
memories or summer camps. 


are many circles on campus: there Photo/Ashley Loyd 


Just before Jason lit the fire, I 
mentioned our human connection to 
those ancestors who gathered around 
fires to keep themselves warm and safe. 
My wish for the Fire Circle (I said then, 
and repeat now) is this: "May this ring 
become sacred, through stories told, tears 
and laughter shared." 


are circles in the Cavern for you to Students enjoy the warmth and companionship behind the chapel at last Tuesday's fire circle. 
join-men's spirituality, women's 
spirituality. There are other circles fine on our own. We need each other. true selves. 
on campus-Kaleidoscope, Black When we try to go it alone, we lose So, circle up!! Look around for a 
Student Organization, Jewish Student perspective-we think we're the only circle that works for you. If you can't • 
Organization, sports teams. And there are one who's feeling so lonesome or the find one, start one. If you want help 
always opportunities for new circles- sole person who wonders if they are starting one, come and see me in The 
groups coming together to plan an event, smart enough to be here. We need to Cavern. I'd love to chat. 
focus on an issue, present a play. hear from each other, to admit we need And "circle up!" at the Fire Circle. 


I hope the Fire Circle will be much 
used. (Practically speaking, all are invited 
to use the Fire Circle; instructions are 


Circles are the heart of spirituality each other. And in the grace and the life 
for one reason: we're not meant to be of that connection with another, we find 
independent agents functioning just ourselves able to relax a bit and be our 


It's there so that you can be in a circle, 
warmed by the flames, talking to old and 
new friends. 


THE SEX FILES 
WITH MICHAEL WHITE 


You can barely make out 
the dim outline of the house 
from where you are, but you 
can hear the music from down 
the block. The sight is a familiar 
one. You and six of your closest 
friends dodge cars and rustle 
through leaves to that ultimate 
autumnal destination: the Friday 
Night Party. When you arrive, 
it is exactly as you expect -
cleaned and quaffed, styled and 
accessorized, a sea of beautiful 


faces meet you as you step 
through the door. Bouncing to 
Justin Timberlake's newest, you 
may begin to think (perhaps 
after a refreshment or two) - I 
want to bring sexy back. And 
as ~ consenting adult, who's to 
blame you? 


No blame - but there 
are some things to consider. 
Emotions aside (and isn't this the 
heftiest disclaimer of all?), there 
is also something else to think 


about when wading through the 
new slew of faces fall brings to 
K's campus: HPY. That's right, 
the Human Papillomavirus is an 
incredibly common and easy
to-transmit virus that exists in 
more than 100 different strands. 
While many are primarily 
hannless and are fought off by 
the body's immune system, 
more than 30 types can affect 
the genital area, and can even 
lead to cervical cancer. Since 
the symptoms of HPV are 
easily confused with those of 
other infections and sometimes 
do not surface at all, I'd like to 
stress the importance of regular 
gynecological examinations by 
a professional. 


How can I get it? Genital 
to geni tal contact. Sex even 
with a condom. Any skin-to
skin contact with an infected part 
of the body can pass the virus 
(though, of course, protected sex 
is always the best option). 


How do I know I have it? 


Of the multiple strands of HPY, 
only about 30 cause genital 
warts, and these strands are the 
most contagious. About two
thirds of people who have sexual 
contact with someone who 
has genital warts develop the 
condition, usually within three 
months of contact. For men, 
there is no formal STI screening. 
Most women leam about HPV 
through an abnormal pap test. 
Given the link between HPV 
and cervical cancer, it is crucial 
for women concerned about 
HPV to seek gynecological 
advice. One comprehensive 
Web resource that can be viewed 
from the privacy of your room is 
tell-someone.hpv.com. 


What can I do if I've got 
it? For some, HPV goes away 
on its own. However, its link 
with cervical, vaginal, and anal 
cancers (and at early ages our 
age) makes it something that 
shouldn' t be Ignored. Talk to 
friends: you are not alone. The 


Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) estimates that 
20 rnillionAmericans have HPY. 
Garadasil, a new HPV vaccine, 
is now at K's Health Center. 
The charge can go on your 
student account and eventually 
be submitted to your insurance 
company for reinlbursement. 
Garadasil is recommended for 
all females, ages 11-26, and is 
critical in preventing cervical 
cancer. Call the Health Center 
today to make your appointment: 
269-337-7200. 1 wouldn't have 
thought that I'd be telling my 
13-year-old sister about Human 
Papillomavirus, but I suppose 
that's the weary way of the Sex 
Files Writer. 


Check out that website: 
tell-someone.hpv.com. Fall 
Quarter is fun, and there's 
no reason it shouldn't be as 
adventurous as possible. But, 
wbileJT may contend that' exy' 
is coming back in style, some of 
its unfortunate friends are not. 







6 Thursday, October 5,2006 The Index Opinions 


A public service announcement: Remember to register 
By Jadyn Sanders 
Opinions Editor 


It's almost time for midterms! 


Luckily for us at K, the midterms I 
speak of are not academic, but rather 
midterm elections. In Michigan, there 
are three House seats, a Senate seat, 


and the governor's office up for 
decision. Even more important, 
the deadline to register to vote in 
Michigan is 30 days before the 
election, so registration forms 
must be postmarked by Saturday. 


Registering to vote in 
Michigan is significantly less 
complex than the average K 
homework assignment-five 
minutes and 39 Cents is all it takes. 
The form is readily available 
online at the website of the 
Michigan Secretary of State, or 
you can go down to Hicks Center 
at lunch and dinner through 
Friday to get registered for free 
through the College Democrats' 
voter registration drive. 


Votingitselfreq uires returning 
to your home district if you are a 
first-time voter. Those who have 


Illustration/Caleb Waldron voted before (including in the 


Voices from afar: 
Reflections of juniors on study abroad 


The other day, a fellow K 
student here mentioned that it was 
four weeks to the day since our 
plane landed in Strasbourg, France, 
and we began our study abroad 
experience. 


This sort of came as a shock 
to me, since the time has gone by 
so fast. I started to think about 
everything that I have done since 
we arrived here, and it seems like 
enough adventures to fill more than 
just one month. 


The first thing I did with my host 
father was to go grocery shopping in 
Germany, which is only a 10-minute 
drive from Strasbourg. Since then, I 
have made new friends; discovered 
the doner kebab (a succulent roasted 
meat from Turkey); gone to a church 
service recited in French; held a 
conversation with a Japanese student 
in French; visited a store for French 
rednecks; met students from Russia, 
Turkey, Norway and Canada; taken 
an Italian class; and fully realized 


what it is like to not understand a 
single word a professor says. 


And that's alljust in Strasbourg, 
which is such an international city 
that even if you don't speak French, 
you can find someone somewhere 
that speaks your native language. 


Strasbourg is also the site of the 
Council of Europe and a meeting 
place for the European Parliament, 
which gives it a very international 
feel and makes it a great place to 
travel from. 


Since my arrival, I've also 
been able to travel and see more 
new things. Our group took a trip to 
Paris, where I saw a play in French, 
sat underneath the Eiffel Tower 
at night and visited the Louvre. I 
also took a trip to visit a friend in 
Germany, where I rode on a train 
full of football hooligans (and 
discovered that German is a very 
good language to be loud in), and 
went to my first football match. 


1 think that this is the most 


August primary) may vote absentee, 
and can apply for an absentee ballot 
through the state of residence's 
Secretary of State. However, the 
gravity of these particular midterm 
elections is enough to justify a mid
week trip to one's respective polling 
place. The control of the United 
States Congress and the Michigan 
governor are at stake. Although the 
presidential election years are more 
glamorous, midterm elections are 
as, if not more important than the 
presidential elections. 


There is a dramatically lower 
turnout to midterm elections than to 
presidential elections. Therefore, any 
one vote has more weight in 2006 
than it will in 2008, and the sum 
of congressional and gubernatorial 
positions the votes will decide is 
more significant than the single 
office of president. 


The overwhelming stereotype 
is that the younger demographics 
are less engaged with politics and 
less likely to get out and vote. 


Sadly, the data suggests there may 
be some truth in this. According 
to CNN.com's analysis of the 2004 
presidential elections, only 17 
percent of the voters were under 30, 
while 24 percent of the voters were 
over 60. How, may I ask, will our 
views be heard and acknowledged by 
candidates when more retirees voted 
than students in the past presidential 
election? 


When you vote, you express your 
position and beliefs to the leadership 
of our country. It's essential that 
you get out to vote-whether in 
person or absentee. Otherwise, our 
concerns will be forgotten while 
the politicians court older voters. 
This is as much our country as our 
elders', and getting out to vote this 
election is a painless step towards 
ensuring our issues are considered in 
American politics. 


Have an opinion? Contact 
Jaclyn Sanders, Index Opinions 
Editor. at K05jsOl@kzoo.edu. 


Photo/Isabel Ledig 
Junior Charlie Nork on a visit to Heidelberg, Germany, from Strasbourg, France. 


important part of study abroad: 
discovering and experiencing things 
that you never would have done 
in your horne country. All of my 
experiences have shown me how 
lucky I am to be in this country and 
learn things about its culture that 
you wouldn't get from books. 


A fellow American student 


asked me the other day if! preferred 
being here in Strasbourg to being in 
Kalamazoo. After considering the 
question, I decided that I wouldn't 
want to study here for four years. 
But for six months, I couldn't ask 
for anything better. 


-- Charlie Nork, K '08. 
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Amish school shootings resonate with K student -' 
By Lauren Trager 
Features Editor 


Editors Note: Lauren Trager is 
currently working on an immersion 
journalism SIP. This past summer, she 
lived in an Amish community for five 
weeks, living, dressing and working as an 
Amish woman her age would. 


An Amish girl's part must be 
perfectly straight. Then, after slicking 
back the wild fuzzy tangles, loosed from 
romping play and sound sleep, Momma 
will make two coils, one above each ear, 
coaxing the hair into a tight bun at the 
nape of her little girl's neck. She'll then 
pull a clean black shotzli, or little apron, 
on top of a school dress she made for her 
daughter at the start of the new school 
term. Placing a lunch bucket carefully in 
the girl's scooter basket, the mother sends 
her off to school. 


Early Monday moming, a lone 
gunman stormed into an Amish 
schoolhouse, armed with a handgun, a 
shotgun, 600 rounds of ammunition and 
boards to barricade the doors. The man 
delivered milk in the area. Most likely, the 
children knew him. He ordered the boys 
to leave, also releasing a pregnant woman 
and three adult women with infants. He 
then lined the II girls, ages 6-13, along 
the blackboard, bound their feet and shot 
them in the head, execution style. Then 
he killed himself 


This summer, I spent a great deal 
of time in Amish schoolhouses. To me, 


the schoolhouse represents a serenity, 
an alternate dimension of innocence and 


JOY· 
Every schoolhouse looks the same; 


brightly painted, rimmed with a white 
picket fence, isolated from the outside 
world. The school protects the 
children from outsider values 
and encourages humility and 
obedience. 


Inside, wooden desks 


in such a heinous act of violence. But 
what distresses me fiuther is not that 
the Amish community was a target, but 
that the little girls were. lbis is the third 
deadly school shooting in a week. Two of 
those shootings specifically, brutally and 


Still, systematic killing of women, 
however, and even overt mistreatment 
of women contradicts Amish belief in 
non-violence and absolute passivity. lbis 
tragedy rocked the society. 


"Everybody is like, 'why?'" Sarah 
Lynn, my 21-year-old host sister, 
who also teaches school, said on • 
the phone. "Why just the little 
girls?" She doesn't understand 
femicide. But she is a little more 
frightened than before. On a walk 
with her mom, a car slowed to a 
stop to ask them directions, but the 
two women clung together, fearing 
the worst. "Now, every little thing 
is so creepy," she said. 


Even Amish women shrink in 
fear. No woman can find safety, not 
even in seclusion. 


rimmed with iron and adorned 
with unused inkwells line the 
room, starting small in the front 
and growing larger as the pupils 
themselves grow into teenagers. 
Posters detailing grammar and 
mathematics symbols line the 
walls and a row of name charts, 
decorative and elaborate signs for 
each child, brighten the room. Just 
under the banner of the English 
and German alphabet in the front 


• 
Author s Note: If you are 


An Amish schoolhouse in lancaster County, PA, approxi
mately 15 minutes from the location of Monday's shooting. 


interested in learning more about 
femicide, please attend chapel this 
Friday at 10:50. English professor Gail ~ 
Griffin will speak on the subject. 


of the room, a black chalkboard spans 
the width of the building. On Monday 
in Nickel Mines, Pa., in an Amish one
room schoolhouse, words were written 
not in English nor German, but in our 
common human language: blood. Two 
young students died at the scene, another 
died in the arms of a trooper. Two more 
have since died of head wounds. Others 
are still critically injured. The iconic 
image of the one-room schoolhouse will 
forever be shattered in the wake of this 
tragedy. 


I am saddened that a peaceful, non
violent community has been targeted 


fatally victimized females. No culture is 
immune: all across the world, violence 
against women occurs daily. These 
recent events are only the latest in a series 
spanning the globe; patriarchal societies, 
by definition, hate women and seek to 
permanently silence them. The recent 
school shootings evidence this hatred 
and are undeniably femicide; murders 
designed to kill women. 


Amish society is sexist. It revolves 
around constructed gender roles; without 
them, the society would topple. There 
is no such conception of feminism, 
women's rights, or personal freedom. 


Please cOlltact me if YOlt have 
any question about this incident, my ~ 
experience with the Amish. or the 
Amish themselves; 1 will answer to 
the best of my ability. These tragic 
events now color the writing of my 
SIP. ·Though I am thanlfulthat my host 
family is safe, my thoughts and prayers 
are with the Amish community. those 
families that lost loved ones and with 
all women everywhere. I ask that yours 
be as well. 


.. 


From the Counseling Center: Meet the staff 
By Pat Ponto 
Contributor: Counseling Center 


The Counseling Center is 
not only in a new location (the 
red brick house at 217 Monroe), 
but also has some new people on 
staff. Our newest staff member is 
Dr. Danielle Standish. Danielle, 
whoisacounselingpsychologist, 
worked one afternoon a week 
for us last spring. Now, she's 
here 24 hours per week. 
Danielle has worked in several 
college counseling centers and 
IS particularly interested in 
multiculturaVdiversity issues, 
relationship concerns, grief, and 
family of origin issues. 


Relatively new to the 
Counseling Center IS Doree 
Lipson, L.C. S. W. Doree, who IS 
a clinical social worker,joined us 
midway through winter quarter 
of last year. Doree's particular 
clinical interests include trauma, 
depression, self-esteem, LGBTQ 
issues, and sexual assault. Sbe 
also works 24 hours per week 
in the Counseling Center and is 
teaching a class on meditation. 


Two of our interns from 
last year have returned and we 
have one new person. All of our 
interns are doctoral students in 
the Department of Counseling 
Psychology and Counselor 
Education at WMU. 


Julie Davis, M.A., is 
working hard on her dissertation 
proposal, in addition to seeing 
students at "K". Her particular 
clinical interests are women's 
Issues, depression, anxiety, 
substance abuse/dependency, 
sexual assault/abuse issues, and 
sexual identity concerns. 


Adriana Fox, M.A., is from 
Romania and is particularly 
interested m counseling 
international students. She also 
enjoys working with students 
experiencing adjustment issues, 
depression, and anxiety. 


Our new intern is Kristen 
Gellen, M.A. Kristen's major 
interests are in grief and loss, 


romantic relationship breakups, 
resilience, and adjustment 
ISsues. 


In contrast to these newer 
staff members, Dr. Alan Hill and 
Dr. Pat Ponto have been here 
a long time. Dr. Hill, a clinical 
psychologist, began working 
at "K" in the fall of 1992. He 
is now the Associate Director 
of the Counseling Center. He 
describes himself as a generalist, 
but has particular interests in 
psychological assessment, 
substance abuse/dependency, 
anxiety. men's issues, and 
learning disabilities. 


Dr. Pat Ponto is 
approaching her 20th year 


as Director of Counseling 
at "K". She is also a clinical .. 
psychologist and has particular 
interests in women's Issues, 
depression and other mood 
disorders, eating disorders and 
concerns about self-esteem. 


To make an appointment 
with any of us, please come to 
the Counseling Center and fill 
out the blue intake sheet on the ,. 
credenza in the waiting room. If 
one of us seems to be a better 
match based on our interests 
and your concerns, please 
indicate that on the blue sheet. 


We are looking forward to .. 
meeting you and working with 
you! -
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Hornets muddy the Comets, climb back to .500 in MIAA 
By Mike Leifeld 
Sports Editor 


The Hornets men's soccer team 
fought from behind in sloppy weather 
conditions to pull out a 2-1 come
from-behind victory against the 
visiting Olivet Comets on Saturday 
at MacKenzie Field. 


Olivet drew first blood, scoring 
18 minutes into the game. But the 
Hornets didn't waste anytime getting 
ba{;k the goal as Brett Bullard scored 
nine minutes later on an assist by 
Justin Evans. 


second half but it didn't slip up the 
Hornets' defense as they thwarted 
Olivet's attacks and hung on to the 
lead. 


"I was really glad the team 
battled the whole way through and 
didn't give up after getting down 
early," said sophomore goaltender 
Josh Wahlstrom. "A few of the games 
earlier in the season, other teams 
would get ahead and the pressure got 
to us. But Saturday we fought back 
and the defense stepped up its game 
and we were able to hold on." 


rain," Wahlstrom 
said. 


Indeed it 
was ramy, as the 
referees called a 
weather delay in 
the 87th minute. 


Bullard, a 


Later in the first half, Scott 
MacDonald got to a loose ball and 
ripped it into the left side of the 
net for his first score of the season, 
giving the Hornets a 2-1 lead. 


Wahlstrom anchored a solid 
Hornet defense, making nine saves in 
net, including a game-saving stop in 
the waning moments of the match. 


"Our defense played excellent 
and it was pretty cool to have a nice 
game and get some saves in the 


senior forward 
for Kalamazoo, 
is having a stellar 
season so far. He 
leads the team 
with six goals and 
is tied for the lead 
in goals in MIAA 
play. 


The win brings 
K back to an even 


Photo/Sara Whalen 
Sophomore Justin Evans dribbles around an Olivet de
fender in the Hornets' 2-1 win Saturday at MacKenzie Field. 


Heavier rain began to fall in the 


Sports in brief: 
Hornets buzzing into MIAA play 
Index Staff Reports 


Women's Golf 
The women's golf team 


tied for sixth place with 
Alma at the MIAA Jamboree 
hosted by Saint Mary's on 
Saturday. 


The Hornets got a 
good round from Kristie 
McAlpine who shot a 90 
and tied for 11 th overall. 
Hannah Masuga shot a 96 
and Erin Cool a 99. 


K had a team score of 
396. They will compete next 
week at Hope. 


Cross Country 
The women's cross 


country team made a good 
showing in last weekend's 
Loyola (Ill.) Lakefront 
Invitational. They finished 
10th out of 33 teams in 
their divisio.n of the race. 
Jilian McLaughlin finished 
26th overall with a time of 
19:16. 


The men's cross country 
team finished in 16th place 
out of 27 teams. William 


Sbach was 48th overall with 
a time of 27:07 and Max 
Melstrom was close behind 
with a time of27:15. 


Women's Soccer 
The women's soccer 


team lost a heartbreaker 
to St. Mary's on Saturday 
under some strange 
circumstances. 


St. Mary's scored on an 
own-goal (a pass knocked 
in by a Kalamazoo player) 
early in the game, jumping 
out to a 1-0 lead. 


But the Hornets quickly 
responded tying the game 
less than a minute later with 
a goal from Paige Howell 
that Katie Manstrom 
assisted. 


In the second half S t. 
Mary's scored on yet another 
own-goal, which proved to 
be the difference-maker. 


Last Wednesday the 
Hornets beat Tri-State 1-0, 
getting the game-winning 
goal from Kelly Lepper, 
who scored with just 12 
minutes to play. 


2-2 in the league and raises them 
to 4-6 overall. They play Saturday 


at Calvin and home next Tuesday 
against Tri-State. 


AfteraO-Otie with Olivet 
on Tuesday, Kalamazoo is 
at 4-4-1 overall and 1-2- I in 
the MIAA. 


Men's Golf 
The men's golf team 


next three in close games 
30-27, 30-25 and 34-32. 


In the win over Tri
State, Bridgett Blough led 
the Hornets with 18 kills 
and seven blocks, and Kim 
Marble added 16 kills. 


finished eighth 
at the MIAA 


.. -~ Hornet setter 


Jamboree at 
Adrian on 
Friday and their 
match scheduled 
for Monday was 
postponed due 
to weather. 


Volleyball 
The Hornet 


volleyball squad 
split a pair of 
matches while 
hosting an 
MIAA tri-match 
with Calvin and 
Tri-State 
Friday. 


on 


Megan Korc 
had 52 assists 
and five blocks. 
Laura Winkler 
led the team 
with 20 digs. 


Football 
F or the third 


consecutive 
week, the 
Hornets put 14 
points on the 
scoreboard. 


And for the 
third consecutive 
week, their 
opponent outdid 
them. 


In the 
evening's first 
match, the 
Hornets fell to 


Sophomore setter Megan 
Kore sends a serve into the 
air at Friday's MIAA match. 


This week's 
loss, a 35- I 4 
defeat to the 
Adrian Bulldogs 


Calvin 3-0, but they bounced 
back to beat Tri-State 3-1 in 
the nightcap. 


The win over Tri-State 
didn't come easy as the 
Hornets dropped the first 
game, 29-31, but won the 


m the MIAA opener, 
stung particularly because 
Kalamazoo jumped out to an 
early 14-0 lead. 


The Hornets received the 
ball on the opening kickoff 
and proceeded to march 87 


yards in 14 plays for the 
score. Jimmy Semelsberger 
capped it off with a IO-yard 
touchdown reception from 
quarterback Jordan Tallman. 


Early in the second 
quarter, K struck again, this 
time on IS-play, 80-yard 
drive. Tallman found Mike 
Leifeld in the end zone from 
five yards out. 


From there, it was all 
Bulldogs, as Adrian scored 
28 unanswered points before 
putting the nail in the coffin 
- a 91-yard touchdown run 
with 4:50 to play in the fourth 
quarter - and sealing the 
Hornets' fate. 


Tallman finished the 
day with 233 yards on 28-
for-46 passing with the 
two touchdowns and one 
interception. Semelsberger 
caught eight balls for 77 
yards and a score, and Leifeld 
got into the end zone for the 
third straight week. Freshman 
Stephen Johnson carried the 
ball 14 times for 96 yards. 


Chris Werme had his 
third interception in as many 
games, and Omari Young 
had eight tackles to pace the 
defense. 


The Hornets host Tri
State Saturday in their home 
opener at Angell Field. 
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Debators tackle immigration issues Women speak on 
American history Elizabeth Porter 


Staff Writer 


The College Democrats and College Republicans 
squared off last week in the second campus politi
cal debate on Immigration at the Southern Border, 
Wednesday, May 3. 


tested point that was argued . Students who attended 
the debate felt that especially this issue is one that 
is difficult to represent, given the diversity of opin
ions even within parties. 


The second part of the debate, which cen
tered around the implications of immigration into 
the United States and its possible effects on the 
American economy, was especially relevant, as the 
highly publicized Day Without Labor protests, held 
worldwide two days before the debate, had brought' 
this issue especially to the forefront of political 
discussion. David Kudzia. K'08, and Will Spock, 
K'07, argued for the Republicans and Democrats 
respectively. 


Katie Prout 
Staff Writer 


When about to embark on the two hour spoken word 
performance and panel discussion "So This is FlRE," a 
Global Frequency event on May 9, local artist Denise Miller 
emphasized a universal connection to more individual sub
jects. 


The debate was divided into three key sections 
covering issues surrounding immigration. The first 
focused on security, the second on the implications 
for the economy and the final piece of the debate 
examined the implications for American culture at 
large. 


"And this is the story of us," said Miller, quoting one of 
her earlier poems before launching into a performance with 
fellow artists Michelle Johnson and Linsay Adrian Kelly that 
meaningfully explored the underbelly of America life and 
history; it's slavery, sexual assault, and corrupt politics. 


Democrat Amel Omari, K'09, and Republican 
Andrew Yarger, K '07, began the debate, arguing 
about the security issues surrounding immigration. 
The Republican platform, which supports the con
struction of an almost 2,000 mile wall along the 
Texas-Mexico border, was perhaps the most con-


Finally, perhaps the most heated section of 
the event was the third, and final, segment of the 


Despite the often horrible historical experiences Johnson 
and Miller would relate, their message was purposefully, 
even hopeful and empowering. For the women, writing is a 
cathartic experience, exploring both their own personal sto-


Continued on page 2. 
Continued on page 8. 


Summit to address respecting difference Prof shows photos, messes with mind 
David Nachtweih 


Editor-in-Chief 


Community members will gather 
Saturday morning, May 13, to discuss 
ways to respect differences in the cam
pus community. 


The summit, "How do you spell 
'RESPECT': Do you have it? Do you 
want it? Do you give it?" is being orga
nized by members of the Jewish Student 
Organization (1S0), Latino Student 
Organization (LSO), Black Student 
Organization (BSO) and the Office of 
Multicultural Affairs. It begins with 
a continental breakfast at 9:30 a.m., 
includes lunch, and runs until 2 p.m. 


"It's an issue on campus that needs 
to be talked about," JSO President Dan 
Blustein said . 


Blustein said the idea for the event 
stemmed from conversations with 
JSO members and Associate Dean of 
Students Karen Joshua-Wathel. After 
initial brainstorming sessions, they 
decided to ask the LSO and BSO to 
help them create an event. 


At first, Blustein said, they were 
hesitant to create a large scale con
ference because the attendants would 
more than likely share their views about 
respecting difference. But after fur
ther conversations with Joshua-Wathel, 
Blustein said they realized this was also 


an opportunity to teach. 
With the help of Joshua-Wathel, 


members of the BSO, JSO and LSO 
participated in trammg sessions 
throughout the week leading up to the 
summit to learn how to make moments 
of discrimination and ignorance teach
able moments. 


"Part of the conference is to edu
cate those in attel)dance to go out and 
deal with these issues in their everyday 
lives," he said. "We were taught to ask 
people who made ignorant comments if 
they really believed what they said or 
knew what it meant." 


For this conference, students, fac
ulty, staff and alumni will participate. 
In the future , the groups hope this 
summit will pave the way for further 
discussion and conferences. Blustein 
also added that they hope to involve 
more campus groups when organizing 
the next conference. 


"Hopefully this is something we 
will expand on in the future." 


The panels for Saturday'S summit 
are the following: "Normal: What Is 
It" at 1 0 a.m., "Made To Choose Who 
I Am," at I 0'35 a.m., lunch at 11:30, 
"Feeling Black" at 12'10 p.m., "What 
Do You See When You See Me" at 1: I 0 
p.m., and "Ask Questions: Leaving Not 
Knowing Is • ot OK" at 2:05 p.m. 


lauren Trager Koenig simply photographs an image, 
Staff Writer doctors it slightly in Photoshop, prints 


Rarely would a K professor admit it and then re-introduces that photo
to playing with lies. But Professor graph into it's originally surround
Richard Koenig, Assistant Professor ings with tape, in a process called "in 
of Art, readily _ ...... ....,... ...... _ ..... ---- situ." 
does so; in a "The idea," 
new photog- Koenig said, "is 
raphy show you think it's 
which opened just a normal 
last weekend photograph, but 
in Chicago, when you look 
K 0 e n i g at it longer, 
unsettles the it makes you 
onlooker with question." 
distortions of In his Artist 
reality - and S tat erne nt, 
he delights in Koenig elabo-
it. rates: "By 


The 
series, entitled 
"Photographic .... _....;.. _______ ~ ___ '__.......J 


exploring 
photography ' s 
inherent ten-


Pre v a ric a t - Photo courtesy of Richard Koenig. sion between 
ions" and objective truth 
featured at Koenig takes photographs of pho- and subjective 
the Flatfile tographs to emphasize film's power. expression, I 
gallery until 
June 16. displays talented trickery. 
Deconstructing the often unquestioned 
authority of photographic images, 
Koenig creatively distorts an image 
that otherwise looks o.rdinary. Yet his 
process requires little digital mastery; 


coax the viewer 
to question the nature of photography 
itself - by making them aware that 
they are looking at a photograph, not 
looking at the subject matter of the 


Continued on page 3. 
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The V.I.P. List 
Name: Caille)' Frank-Lehrer 
Birth date: 
June 26, 1985 
Studies at K: 
English 


Activities at K: 
Cailley is currently 
a teaching assistant 
for both the intro 
and advanced doc
umentary classes. 
Previously at K, 
she has worked as 
a mentor in Amigos 
and various other mentoring programs in Kalamazoo. 
In her free tinle she pursues her interests in I1lnl making 
and writing. 


Study Abroad Site: Nairobi, Kenya 


A Typical Day on Study Abroad: Cailley usually 
got up arolmd 7 :30, because she had to be at school 
by 9 a.m. Her host fumily always served chapati for 
breakfast and she practiced her Kiswahili with her host 
siblings while she got ready. Cailley used the public 
transportation to get to school and was always late. 
After about two hours of class, they would stop and 
all professors and students would have tea. She usu
ally had afternoons off and would go to the market or 
explore the city with friends. She also volunteered at a 
school for rehabilitated street children, teaching English 
and Kiswahili. In the late afternoon, she went home for 
tea with her host family and every night did a crossword 
puzzle tog:!ther with her host sister. 


ICRP Topic and Activities: For her paper entitled 
"Female genital mutilation and early marriage in 
Maasai" she spent a week in the bush volunteering 
at an all girls boarding school and rescue hostel. TIle 
hostel was setup for Maasai women at risk of being 
circumcised or forcibly married. 


Some Unique Things About Nairobi: A big part of 
Cailley's experience was using the public transporta
tion, especially the Matatus. She lived near one of the 
largest SlunlS in the world and everyone had to use 
them to get around, making each ride a new adventure. 
The most interesting thing about Nairobi was the odd 
ju.xtaposition of wealth and poverty. Where she lived, 
in a wealthier area. she was about 500 yards from the 
slums. 


What You'd Tell Someone Going Nairobi Next 
Fall: "Don't be afraid to touch people on the street." 
She conmlents that many people walking around are 
people we'd consider WlSaVOry. but are the best to talk 
to. "Make an effort to talk to native Kenyans, they're 
extremely friendly and it will make your experience 
more fulfilling." 


-Compiled by Joel Haa~ 


Council contemplating DOGL designation 
David Nachtweih 


Editor-in-Chief 


David Council knows when the D;y of Gracious 
Living (DOGL) will be, but he 's not telling - not 
yet. 


Council, as president of Student Commission, 
will continue a presidential tradition and responsibil
ity in the coming spring weeks when he designates a 
weekday as the DOGL. Dating back decades, DOGL 
is intended to give students an opportunity to relax. 


''This is a sanctioned day where students have 
permission to live graciously and enjoy themselves 
without any other agenda," he said . 


Given the rigor of the weekly K schedule -
especially eight and ninth weeks - some students 
are already hungry to know when that day of relax
ation will fall. 


"It's amazing how many best friends I've had in 
the past two weeks," Council said. 


In past years, there has been some confusion 
over the designation of the day. Two years ago some 
students and faculty did not learn of the DOGL's 


designation until 10 a.m. of the day after they 
had attended 8:30 a.m. classes . Last year, the day 
was preliminarily announced to faculty and then 
changed, complicating lesson plans and classroom 
flow. Council said he hopes to avoid any such confu
sion this year. 


"There were discussions of doing away with 
this tradition after the complications of the last few 
years ," Council said. "We went before the faculty 
committee and told them we view this day as a privi
lege." 


In arguing for the tradition, Council said they 
made one major change. This year faculty notified 48 
hours before the designated day. Also, he said, once 
he announces the day to faculty, it will not change 
regardless of weather. 


"It's not fair to the faculty for it to change," he 
said. 


While Council declined to tell The Index when 
DOGL place, he admitted the weather will be a 
motivating factor. Shldents can expect an email from 
Council the night before around 8 p.m . 


Debatellmmigration issues addressed 
Continued from page 1. 


debate, which focused on the effects of immigration 
on American culture. Democrat Samantha Weaver, 
K'08, and Republican Julie Nguyen, K'08, argued 
primarily about language, and the proposed idea of 
establishing English as the official language of the 
United States. 


Julie Nguyen used her own personal experiences 
as a Vietnamese-American who learned English in an 
English immersion program to back up the argument 
that "We would not be here (having this debate)" 
she said, if English had not been something of vital 
importance. Samantha Weaver countered that accord
ing to most data, there is no correlation between 
immersion or bilingual programs and their success 
rates in producing fluent English speakers. 


Immigration into the United States, a topic that 
has been recently discussed on a broader level after 
the Bush administration's proposed bill a few weeks 
ago, has made national and international headlines. 
Last week's debate is particularly appropriate, com-


ing just a few days after the Day Without Labor pro
tests held on May 1 which came in response to the 
Bush administration's proposed plan. 


Many felt happy with the turnout for the event. 
"It was a decent sized turnout and a very timely 
event" said Nick Culp, K'07, a member of the 
College Republicans . Over thirty students attended 
the event, which lasted almost two hours. 


While the two teams obviously did not agree with 
the opposing party's respective political platforms, 
both sides feel that the immigration policy of the 
United States should uphold tolerance and diversity. 


As of yet, no new bills have been passed into 
law by Congress. However, discussion on the issue 
is ongoing. "The difficult thing about this is that the 
immigration issue isn't clearly partisan" said Weaver. 
"It's much more complicated than that." 


Nonetheless, the function of events like these is 
to bring issues that are controversial and multifaceted 
into the campus eye. Weaver said: "The purpose of 
having this debate was to raise the awareness of the 
complex issues that surround immigration." 


"Rivers and Tides," a documentary on the 
environmental artist Andy Goldsworthy 
will be shown by the Art House this 
Thursday, May 11 in the Stone Room. 


Come and enjoy a pensive look at a rev
olutionary artist with endless patience. 
Themed snacks and discussion will be 
prOvided. 
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Koenig exhibit/P~ofessor messing with the mind 
Continued on page 1. 


photograph. " 
The result of this process reveals 


many shows, including a one-person 
show at the Museum of Contemporary 
Photography at Columbia College in 
Chicago in 2003 and has won sever


al awards for 
his work, this 
series gains 
him new pres
tige and rec
ognition. 


said. "He makes all his work available 
and he is even good about putting up 
student work. He showcases student 
work on [his) website." 


Koenig's own provocative and 
clairvoyant work serves as example 
for students, combining both concept 
and creativity. His dedication to art 


and innova
tion inspire, 
cementing 
him as a cru
cial compo
nent of not 
only the Art 
Department 
but the cam
pus commu
nity at large. 
Koenig is 
cool, even 
though he 


a phantom-like 
effect, indeed 
casting doubt 
in the viewer, 
but also ela
tion and won
der. Images 
appear to con
tinue through 
walls, per
sons ghostly 
appear where 
they shouldn't 
be and false 
objects come 


The 
Flatfi e 
photogra
phy gallery 
approached 
him after see
ing his work 
In a museum 
show and 


R y a n 
Rhadigan, 
K'06, echoes 
Wilson's 
words. 
"Richard 
k now s 
his stuff," 
Rhadigan said 
"but he pres
ents it in a fun 
way. He is 
always good 
about help
ing you with 
issues, but 
at the same 


Photos courtesy of Richard Koenig. tries to mess 
with our 
heads. 


To see 


alive with dimension in strange mim
icry of the original - all to the effect 
of messing with the mind. Koenig, 
himself, finds fascinating the idea that 
photographs have "abilities to very 
truthfully tell lies." 


Koenig readily accepted, wishing to 
make the leap from institutional shows 
to commercial ones. The show, which 
opened last Friday, made Koenig's 
stunning pieces available for pur
chase. 


Left: an image appears to extend 
diagonally across a room corner, 


time, creat- though it is actually taped flat to 
ing a nurtur-


both walls. Right: a side view reing environ-
ment." veals Koenig's deceptive technique. 


more imag
es, click on 
http://people. 


"The surrealist said the camera 
gives true but conflicting testimony. 
I'm trying to walk the line between 
truth and lies," he said. "I want it to be 
both at the same time." 


Koenig's work succeeds, being 
both visually appealing and allur
ing. Though he has been featured in 


But it is Koenig himself who 
deserves great recognition. A Professor 
at K since 1998, Koenig has been 
inspiring photographic creativity in 
students for many years. Lizz Wilson, 
K'08, has enjoyed having him in 
class. 


"He's just a pretty cool guy," she 


Koenig's 
innovative style has even helped 
Rhadigan in his recent work, a series 
of deconstructionist post-colonial 
photos. "He's been really encourag
ing. He's a really good instructor to 
approach with something a little bit 
more conceptual." 


Global Frequency kicks off with poet 
Kaitlyn Walter 


Staff Writer 


kzoo.edul 
% 7Erkoeniglreview/. The exhibition 
"Subtle" featuring Richard Koenig's 
series "Photographic Prevarications" 
will be shown through June 16, 2006 
at FLATFILE galleries in Chicago. For 
more information visit www.flatfile
galleries.com. 


Global Frequency began on Monday, May 8 
and one of the kick-off events was a panel discuss
ing spirituality and art, and their implications for 
change. 


Local philosopher and poet Mark Nepo of 
the Fetzer Institute led the discussion. Chris Allen 
Wickler, scheduled to be a co-moderator, could not 
attend. 


Though going solo, Nepo's work with Fetzer 
made him an excellent moderator. The Fetzer 
Institute's mission puts into words the mission of 
Global Frequency: "to foster awareness of the power 
of love and forgiveness in the emerging global com
munity ... to address the world's critical issues [one) 
must go beyond political, social, and economic strat
egies to their psychological and spiritual roots." 


relationships. The first, "End Game," dealt with the 
relationship between him (Nepo) and "the source, the 
world, with life." The second, "Setting Fire in the 
Rain," focused in on our relationship with each other. 
It spoke about how we need each other. 


A metaphor that Nepo used throughout the rest 
of the discussion was the Aspen trees. He likened the 
roots of the Aspen trees to the connection shared by 
everyone and everything on earth. Aspen trees "seem 
separate but they are all connected at the roots," said 
Nepo. 


Prep for the last paper
and-pencil MCATwith a 


free Science Revlewl 


Before the discussion Nepo asked everyone 
to arrange the chairs and couches in a circle. This 
allowed everyone to see each other. It also let every
one see the common goal but from a different per
spective. As Nepo said, "what's in the middle is what 
matters, what everyone can see is wha.'s important." 


He began the discussion by reading two of 
his poems. The) dealt with two different types of 


"1 thought the discussion was fairly active and 
I enjoyed hearing other people's voices," said Rob 
Morrison K'06, "Mark in part had a lot of enlighten
ing thoughts on the subject. I liked it a lot." 


Nepo was asked about how to deal with bad 
energies that come through the connection. He 
addressed this issue by saying that the problem or 
bad energy might not be a problem to ignore or try to 
get away from. He said that they should "look at the 
source ... what's the underlying growth of the tree" 
and asked them, "Are you looking at the trees above 
or [the roots) below?" 


"I found the intuitive listening and forgiving 
presence of the speaker to facilitate a very meaning
ful discussion," said Emily Fraser K'07. 


PrBp nlll' for fiB AUld BXllII,lIIlll1t MCIT 
5cma RIv1IlW-1n \1IcWJa, aNlnBTw1iIw of lillY 


1BI1BdK1lnrB ~ hi c.*'9JVIIIII)r 
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Chapel Chat: liberal Arts and spirituality 


Why in the world would someone 
spend big bucks going to a small !tberal 
arts college like K? I mean, really. You 
could go to school and study engineering 
or dental hygiene or nursing, and then 
you'd know you'd get a job afterwards. 
And you'd be able to design bridges or 
clean teeth or take someone's blood pres
sure - something useful, for heaven's 
sake. What can a liberal arts degree do 
for you? 


During chapel tlus Friday, Provost 
Greg Mahler will be speaking on this 
topic. Several seniors will also contribute 
tlleir thoughts. But thinking about this 
chapel has made me wonder how the 
liberal arts education fits in with spiri
tuality. 


All three of my children attended 
liberal arts colleges and got degrees in 
history. I tried to never ask tile fateful 
question: what are you going to do with 
a degree in history? I tried not to worry 
about it. 


What have they done Witll their 


degrees in history? Different tllings. TIle one 
common pattern is coffee. All three wor~ed 
at coffee shops for a period of time after 
tlley graduated. They all know how to make 
a darn good latte - arguably in1portant for 
world peace. 


Now they have moved in different 
directions. My eldest does cabinet fmishing 
and reads a lot. I suspect he will someday 
bt..'Come a librarian. Or a house husband 
so he can read even more. My mIddle son 
works for a neighborhood cooperative, pro
moting activism and involvement. He plans 
to go back to school for a teaching degree at 
some point. My daughter is working for a 
bank, doing research into mortgages. I tllink 
she'll move mto human resources someday. 


I believe their liberal arts degrees afiect 
the work they do. I assume they treat the 
people they work with differently because 
they are widely read. I know tI1at tlley con
tmue to read and discuss and are politically 
active. 


But I think I see tIleir liberal arts back
ground most in the elusive quality 1 guess I 


would have to call wisdom. Having studied 
different historical eras, considered a num
ber of thinkers, watched plays, discussed 
justice and the envirorunent and language 
and politics into the late hours - I believe 
that all of these made them deeper, more 
well-rowlded thinkers, able to establish 
empatilY with others 


We've all heard it said that the unex
amined life is not worth living. And wlule 
It may be easy for those of us who have 
the privilege of examining our lives to say 
that, I believe it points to something crucial. 
We do not want to wake up someday and 
think, why have I lived this life this way? 
Why did I make these choices tllat I don't 
even remember making? How did I end up 
at deatll 's door with no real sense of mean
ing? 


The wisdom available to us through 
grappling with texts, tI1rough working with 
ideas as we put together a paper (yet anoth
er!), tI1rough a class discussion in which we 
see another's perspective, tI1rough adapting 
to anotller culture, tI1rough coming up with 


and working tI1rough a SIP idea: this wis
dom, gotten tile hard way it seems, is the 
greatest gift we can carry into a lifetime. 


TIle wisdom we are offered in the 
liberal arts is a resource that can never be 
taken away: no matter what life circum
stances do to/for us. I see this in my chil
dren and in myself. A liberal arts degree 
may shine forth as clearly at a dinner table 
as in tile workplace. It may show more 
clearly in a neighborhood gathering as at 
the desk. The wisdom of the liberal arts 
can affect the whole quality of a whole 
life. 


That's the biggest connection 
between spirituality and the liberal arts, 
since I think one of spirituality's gifts to 
us is exactly tI1at: pushing us to ask the 
big questions of meaning and justice and 
values. 


Anotller is leadership. The wisdom 
of the liberal arts may train people to 
move into positions where tI1at wisdom 
can be shared for the benefit of the world. 
Let's hope so. 


Thinking of the DOGL? A quick guide for a South Haven excursion 
Holly C. Gillis 
Staff Writer 


Although no one knows when Day of Gracious Living 
will be, most everyone in Kalamazoo knows that the most 
wonderful beach destination this side of the state is South 
Haven. South Haven is small town with a big beach and an 
even bigger tourist industry. 


For those who don't know, South Haven is about a 45 
minute drive northwest of here just up Michigan Highway 
43. Because there is no real beach around here, many stu
dents have traditionally gone up to South Haven fOr tile Day 
of Gracious Living. If tI1at is what your mends and you are 
planning, The Index wanted to give you a head start on your 
preparations. 


Once you amve in South Haven, turn left on Phoenix 
Street and start looking for a parking spot. After getting 
everyone all lubed up with sunscreen, you will begin to 


Editor in Chief Layout Editor News Editor 
David Nachtweih Jessica Bard Aaron Aupperlee 


notice the maritin1e influence on the city as even regular 
homes seem to reflect a lake centered lifestyle. Most of tile 
commercial architecture is reminiscent of that of the early 
20th century with wlique Victorian quotes m the towers and 
the opefllless of the homes. 


At the bottom of the beach, one will see tI1at the 
beautiful white sand cascades down huge bluffs and stun
ning dunes. The bluffs invite you to walk beside them with 
mends and enjoy your tin1e in South Haven as SUI11ffier is 
fast approaching. 


At the bottom of tile hill, one will also find a place 
called Sherman's Ice Cream. If one were to transport an ice 
cream and souvenir shop from the Caribbean to Southwest 
Michigan, one would find Sherman's lee Cream. With 
everything from a deep smootll Chocolate Ice Cream to 
Sunscreen to Beach toys, Sherman's makes tile short vaca
tion easy, even if you forget a beach essential. 


The Index 
Features Editor Sports Editor Opinions Editor 
Katllerine Wegert Roger Garfield Joe Mansour 


Two restaurants should be noted when talking 
about South Haven: The Golden Grown Bakery inc. and 
Clementine's, both of which are on Phoenix. Golden Brown 
Bakery inc. has arguably the best fudge this side of the 
Mackinac Bridge. They also have a raft of other tasty treats 
like homemade cookies, cakes, and donuts. TIlls South 
Haven benchmark has been around since tile early 50s. 


For sometlling a little more substantial, Clementine's 
is the destination. With evocative architecture of tile when 
South Haven hit its stride both inside and out, Clementine's 
menu serves South Haven favorites like Mustang Sally 
Chick Sandwich and specializes in burgers. 


Whatever you do on tile Day of Gracious Living, have 
fun doing it. Do not sit in your room and read because tI1at is 
completely defeating the purpose. Whether you head out to 
Soutl1 Haven, plant tulips in a commwlity garden or just play 
Frisbee on the quad, do sometl1ing to pop the bubble. 


A&E Editor Photo Editor Copy Editor 
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THE WEEK AHEAD 


TH U RSDAY May 11 
2 P.M., Kalamazoo Institute of Arts - KIA Gallery Shop hosts 


International Jewelry Show; open until 8 p.m. 


6 P.M., Recital Hall - Global Frequency Event: "Heartbeat," a poetry 
performance by Kalamazoo Central High School students 


8 P.M., Dalton Theater (LAC) - "The Kitchen Mathematics Lecture," by 
Helen Moore, American Institute of Math 


FRI DAYMay 12 


10 A.M., Kalamazoo Institute of Arts - KIA Gallery Shop hosts 
International Jewelry Show; open until 7 


11 A.M., Stetson Chapel- "Life in the Liberal Arts," a lecture by provost 
Gregory Mahler 


8 P.M., Epic Center Theater - "Humble Boy," a play concerned with 
beekeeping and astrophysics, imbued with heartbreak and wit, larger 
questions of the universe and smaller questions of family dynamics; check 
online for ticket prices 


SATURDAYMay 13 
4 P.M., Light Fine Arts Building - Bach Festival Week: Young 


Vocalists Concert 


4 P.M., Recital Hall - Global Frequency Event: Presentation by 
Palestinian artist and filmmaker Jackie Salloum 


6 P.M., Recital Hall - Global Frequency Event: "From Harems 
to Terrorists, Arab Stereotypes and the U.S. Media," a panel discus
sion with Evelyn Alsultany, University of Michigan, and members of 
OTHER: Detroit Arab Artists Collective 


1 P.M., Henderson Castle - Mother's Day Afternoon Tea; tour, tea and 
ballet in the Ballroom with the Farrell Ballet Theater; tickets ~25 


6 P.M., First Bi!ptist Church (315 W. Michigan) - All Ears Theater 
Live Performance: Danielle Holli, Special Investigator; free admission 


SUNDAYMay 14 
Noon, Union Cabaret & Grille - KSO Mother's Day Winds; 


performed by the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra Woodwind 
Quartet 


8 P.M., Recital Hall - "900 Women," a documentary on the lives 
of female inmates at the Louisiana Correctional Institute 


8:30 P.M., Recital Hall - Global Frequency Event: Concert by 
Alef Omar 


MONDAYMay 15 
7 P.M., Downtown Churches in Kalamazoo - "Bach-Around-the


Block Organ Crawl;" the music of Bach on the magnificent organs of 
downtown Kalamazoo churches is played at all venues and a reception 
will be held at St. Luke's Episcopal; free admission 


7 P.M., Olmsted Room - "Blurred Boundaries: Women's Stories of 
Victimization, Resistance, Survival, and Criminalization," a lecture by 
Angie Moe, Western Michigan University 


TUESDAYMay 16 
All Day - Kalamazoo Institute of Arts - "Kirk Newman: The Next 


Step;" a retrospective of the 50-year career of Kirk Newman, creator 
of a distinctive body of work that includes sculptural landmarks in 
Kalamazoo and throughout the Midwest; the exhibition features works 
from the 1950S to the present; free admission 


7 P.M., Hyames Field - Western Michigan Baseball hosts Purdue 
University 


8 P.M., Portage Central Middle School - National Multiple 


Sclerosis Society Walk; prizes based on total contributions; a great WED N E S D AYMay 17 
way to join family, friends and co-workers for a needed cause and 
cure for MS; 


10 A.M., Kalamazoo Institute of Arts - KIA Galler.y Shop hosts 
International Jewelry Show; open until 5 


Noon, Kalamazoo Valley Museum (230 N. Rose) - "Fretboard 
Festival;" a celebration of Kalamazoo's stringed-instrument legacy 
and musical heritage; free admission 


7 P.M., Light Fine Arts Building (LAC) - "Amadeus- Fact or Fiction;" a 
Bach Legacy Lecture including a showing of the film "Amadeus;" moder
ated by Kalamazoo College music pr?fessor Keith Murphy 


8 P.M., Balch Playhouse (LAC) - Moliere's "The Imaginary Valid" 
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make small talk and the crew deals with 
the mechanics of preparation, to several 
aIr traffic control centers on the East 
Coast as well as the Federal AVIation 
Administration's operations command 
center in Herndon, Va. 


almost no one by name) says. And so 
a plan to storm the cockpit and try to 
gain control of their collective fate 
takes shape. 


"United 93" 


With the horror that goes with 
knowing more than the characters, we 
watch as the nightmare slowly emerges 
from its dark lair. First the control
lers, then their bosses, then the military 
operations personnel at the Northeast 
Air Defense Sector realize that not one 
but several hijackings are taking place 
simultaneously. Greengrass is especially 
good at conveying the urgency of indi
viduals desperately playing catch-up 
with a situation they don't have a prayer 


It is of real value to show what 
real heroism, not the kind with a 
glossy face that the movie business 
specializes in, actually looks like. 
Emotionally, however, it is hard not 
to feel that "United 93" may have 
gone too far in the opposite direction. 
Exceptional though it is, it plays dif
ferently than Greengrass might have 
expected or intended. The problem is 
that the film, which could not possibly 
be more respectful of the families of 
the victims, is too close chronological
ly to a painful event and that the event, 
assorted commissions, inquiries and 
invasions notwithstanding, remains 
unresolved in a very particular way. 
To put it more bluntly, we as a nation 
remain scared. "United 93" should 
have been made now, when memories 
and passions are still fresh, but it may 
play better in the future, when it might 
be accepted as more than just a thera
peutic dose of history. 


of beating. . 


"United 93" 'is not an easy flight 
to board. TIllS staggering, draining 
film is exceptionally accomplished 
but extremely difficult to watch. It 
turns out to be easier to admire from 
whatever distance you can manage 
than to embrace with any kind of 
emotional intimacy. This may have 
been filmmaker Paul Greengrass' 
intention, but only up to a point. 


United 93, a Boeing 757 headed 
from Newark, N.J., to San Francisco, 
was the last of four planes hijacked 
by terrorists on Sept. 11, 200 I. It was 
also the only one that didn't hit its 
target, likely the U.S. Capitol build
ing. The flight's 40 passengers and 
crew, aware of the fate of the three 
other planes, fought back against their 
quartet of armed captors. As a result, 
the big jet crashed with complete loss 
oflife not in Washington, D.C., but on 
a field near Shanksville, Pa. 


recorders don't reveal exactly what hap
pened on United 93, Greengrass was 
intent on getting that story, as well as 
the surrounding 9/11 drama it informed, 
as accurate as he could, even at the risk 
of creating a sense of dread in poten
tial viewers. Greengrass and his team 
conducted more th1m 100 face-to-face 
interviews with the passengers' families 
and friends as well as key civilian and 
military personnel. 


"United 93" begins with a close
up of one of the four terrorists, caught 
in a moment of nervous early morning 
prayer that ends when a colleague tells 
him, "It's time." We're then taken to the 
security line at Newark Airport, where 
passengers, some of whom are head
ed for this particular flight, patiently 
wait. They are ordinary people about to 
enter history in the most terrible way. 
As heavy traffic delays United 93 's 
departure, the film cuts back and forth 
between the ca bin, where the passengers 


Finally, about an hour into the film, 
the United 93 terrorists strike. If you 
have been dreading these moments of 
panic, hysteria and violent fanatical 
rage, they are in truth as horrifying as 
you've imagined. While no one will 
ever die again at the World Trade Center 
or on United 93, most of us still go up in 
airplanes, and that makes these moments 
especially agitating. 


Though even cockpit voice 


Because theirs is the last plane 
taken, the passengers on United 93 
know, via clandestine phone calls to 
family and friends, what their fate is 
likely to be. "This is a suicide mission, 
we have to do something," one passen
ger (the film is determined to identify 


"United 93" is now playing 
at Crossroads Cinema and 


Kalamazoo 10. 


Running time: 111 minutes. 


Letters to the Editor 
To the Editor: 


It was with disappointment that I looked through 
the pages of the May 4 Index for any mention oflast 
weekend's "Asia Fest." A group of students spent 
weeks, if not months, rehearsing for this event, cho
reographing performances, preparing costumes, etc. 
For the first time, the 'event was also held over two 
nights. The absence of any notice of this event in The 
Index seems to me symptomatic of the more general 
invisibility of Asian and Asian American students 
on this campus, an afterthought if at all in discus
sions of diversity. Just as annoying, individual Asian 
American students are addressed as though they were 
themselves Asian. Ironically, "Asia Fest" performers 
and crew were highly diverse and modeled how the 
campus could come together to create a fun perform
ance. 


Rose Bundy 


To the Editor: 


First and foremost. I would like to congratu
late our softball team on a fantastic season. Their 
teamwork and passion for the game made this an 
exciting year to be a fan. It is for that very reason 
that I became more and more frustrated every time a 
new Index came out this spring. Instead of reading 
accounts reflecting the flavor of the games, I found 
a score, name of the opposition, and bizarre citations 
of statistics from the teams' website. The articles 
were completely devoid of any narrative indicating 
that the author had actually witnessed the game he 
was reporting on So as I sat in the bleachers for the 
rest of the season, I looked around. Eli Melaas, the 
author of the offending articles, never showed up. 
This did not stop him, however, from reporting on 
the games anyway. 


I felt compelled to write The Index on this mat
ter not only as a K softball fan, but as a member of 
the community The Index represents. I consider it 
a complete breach of journalistic integnty on Mr. 


Melaas' part to report on events he didn't attend. 
Would the editors of this paper accept a movie 
review from someone who read a summary online? 
How about if they got the plot wrong? In his latest 
installment, Mr. Melaas claims the team ended the 
season "on a sour note, dropping its final home 
series to St. Mary's". No one in the stands that 
day could have heard said "sour note" over the 
thunderous cheers as the Hornets played some of 
their best ball of the season. If he had been pres
ent, Mr. Melaas would also have noted that there 
were four women being honored between games 
as seniors opposed to the three he mentioned in 
his article. Junior Karman Hamlin will be gradu
ating before the season next year, and therefore 
isn't listed online. I understand that time is at a 
premium as a K College student, but attendance at 
an event to be reported on is not optional. Let next 
years' accounts reflect the experience of watching 
Kalamazoo softball 111 action. 


Lindsay Voss, K'07 
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Atmosphere of acceptance not to be taken for granted 
Jaclyn Sanders 


Contributor 


With Crystal Ball on the honzon, it seems 
that the GLBT (gay-Iesbian-bisexual-transsexual) 
community is nothing short of unilaterally accept
ed on K's campus. Although there were issues ear
lier in the year involving sidewalk drawings being 
erased, the worst complaint I have heard from my 
homosexual friends at Kalamazoo is that all the 
cute guys are straight. 


Now consider, for a moment, what K would 
be lIke without this atmosphere of acceptance. 
What if the administration refused to recognize 
Kaleidoscope as an official student organiza
tion? What if high-ranking college administrators 
publicly stated that they would not support "the 
homosexual lifestyle?" 


Thankfully, this hasn't happened at K. 
However, less than a hundred miles away, in 
Holland, it is happening, and I'd be more than 
willing to bet you haven't heard about it. 


Recently, Jason Burns, a gay Hope College 
student, was assaulted by two men outside of 
Hope's library. The incident, as he described it to 
police, was a hate crime - he quoted one of the 
men as saying, "Hey, there's that faggot that talks 
in class ," Astoundingly, the police have requested 


that he take a polygraph test, more commonly known 
as a lie detector. 


This may be safely descnbed as ridiculous. 
Borrowing the argument the assaulted student made 
to the local news, it would be unthinkable and almost 
inhuman to force a rape victim to take a polygraph 
to see if the incident actually occurred. I'd hate to 
slight the fine men and women of the Holland police 
department, but arbitrarily forcing a victim of a 
crime to take a polygraph smacks of discrimination. 
There may be some greater purpose III testing the 
truthfulness of the victim's words, but I find it far 
more likely that the police were disinclined to take 
his report at face value due to his sexuality. 


Thankfully, a group of students at Hope have 
responded with anti-homophobia actions, including 
a rally III support of GLBT students and a petition 
drive to get two unofficial student organizations, 
Sexuality Roun'dtable and GLOBE (Gay and Lesbian 
or Bisexual Equality), officially recognized by the 
school. 


The president did accept the petition, but only 
as "information". The director of public relations 
for the college, Tom Renner, stated that "groups who 
advocate homosexual lifestyle want official college 
recognition and the college through the Board of 
Trustees' policy is not doing that." 


For GLBT students at Hope, here is 'the effec
tive translatIon of this statement· "We're sorry, 
but the donations of a few conservative alumni are 
more important to us than your mental health and 
physical safety." What a way to make someone 
feel like a valued member of the college com
munity! 


Kalamazoo is extremely lucky in that we have 
a supportive administration, board of trustees; 
and college as a whole. However, the Hope inci
dents show that we cannot take our atmosphere of 
acceptance for granted. GLBT ha~ come far in the 
national consciousness, but the Hope administra
tion's valuing of monetary contributions over the 
well-being of their students is a sad demonstration 
of the anachronistic influence that still presents 
an obstacle to acceptance and equality for GLBT 
people in our society. It is essential that we tackle 
this homophobia in order to assure the rights of all 
citizens and keep the Constitutional right to "Life, 
Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness" active in 
our society. 


What can we do? Although we are not in ' 
Holland, we can still show our support by spread
ing the word about this incident, and making sure 
that we do not tolerate such discrimination in our 
society and on our campus. 


THE BUZZ ON SPORTS: Favre just needs to hang it up 
Ted Magdzinski 


Staff Writer 


First off, I would like to state my 
neutrality regarding the NFC North 
division and the teams involved. Sure, 
I live in Michigan and I would like 
the Lions to have one winning season 
sometime in the next millennium. In 
the same vein, I would like the Tigers 
to sustain their winning - if at all 
possible - into September, and if 
we're lucky, beyond. I want them 
to have good seasons based on their 
location alone, as it keeps the state of 
Michigan from looking bad. 


So when it comes to Green Bay 
quarterback Brett Favre, I have no 
ill-will toward him or the Packers or 
Wisconsin. But recent actions have 
frustrated me. After the 2005 season, 
he said he needed time to decide 
whether he wanted to retire or to 
come back to the team for another 
go-around. He needed a lot of time, 
apparently, as his decision took four 
months to make. In the process, he 
became a joke in the eyes of opposing 
fans everywhere. 


Favre, the only three-time MVP 
winner in the NFL, prides himself on 
being a gentleman in the league, a 


leader of his team, and a role model. 
He has publicly spoken against team
mate Javon Walker for a contract 
holdout last season, criticizing him 
for jeopardizing the team. He also 
criticized other NFL players for their 
conduct. 


Yet the person that really needs 
to listen to Favre's advice is Favre. 
For all that he has done for his team, 
he does deserve a little time to decide 
if he should return to play another 
season. However, he held out on his 
team for months, all the way up close 
to the draft, and he stated he would 
only return if the organization could 
become a contender, which included 
free agency decisions and smart draft 
picks. 


Yes, picking up new players to 
support their sieve-like defense and 
weak receiving corps will help the 
team win a few extra games this 
season, but it won't turn around a 4-
12 team overnight. It will take more 
than that, and it will take more than 
Favre. Some experts consider him still 
to be one of the best quarterbacks in 
the league, but his disappointing sea
son last year left a bitter taste in the 
mouths of all football fans. With 29 


interceptions and his lowest QB rating 
of his career, not to mention a plethora 
of poor decisions, he didn't exactly 
play like an MVP, or a worthy starter, 
for that matter. 


becoming a stick in the wheel of the 
franchise he thinks he holds so dearly. 
Hey Brett, give your team the respect 
it deserves and retire like a gentleman, 
as soon as you feel you get the story
book ending you deserve. But because he brought the 


Packers into the Super 
Bowl twice, he feels 
the team is his, and 
the management con
tinues to allow him to 
believe this. He took 
his sweet time decid
ing to come back for 
this season, which he 
will , and now he left 
open the concept of 
his staying for mul
tiple seasons. The 
circus will inevitably 
come to town again, 
as the Green Bay 
administration will 
do its best to appease 
Favre, whether or not 
it's for the good of the 
team. 


Favre did a lot of 
good for the Packers. 
But business is busi
ness and he's slowly 


growth I financed 


let's get to work. 


KALAMAZOO IS NOW SEEKING 
fULL & PART· TIM E TELEPHONE BANKING 
SALES & SERVICE REPRESE NTATIVES 


If you ~ committed to opand 'l9 rustomel' ~allQf'lstllps and CMe 000 JI doing 
what'S nght for your ClAtomel'. we wanl you 10 JOIn our IflTlOllill'Ye team today 
We offl'f a WId!' range of Indu~try leading benefll'i. 10 balance 
your Itfp batt. It home oVId woI1c. 


• S 12 11 Pt' Houo Metage Pay I\dlf' With BonU5 
• )fI't~M! BenefIts, 401 (K) P' in & lduc<ll,on ~an PrQgrarn 
• ~Iat ..... Ifle An Tec:fln")logy & PToleUl:>nal Wort.ng Arm )Sphere 


Must ~ ~. identifyIng soIU1 "IS for eJ:'~ ar.:: Tie and • yea, 
C~I'J servICe ~xpeoen-e Cant! dalt'WI ope'ate "C'" wtule to; kIn) on phone 


National City. 
;I )on CI.I11f"5m".He 1-8oo-605-J085 


eppty cn\Ine" www.nationalcity.greatjob.net 
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Men's tennis falls in regional final to Washington University 
Brad Brinkman 


Staff Writer 
After an impressive semifinal victory over high


ly ranked Washington University (St. Louis), the 
Kalamazoo College men's tennis season drew to 
a close Sunday as the Hornets fell to the DePauw 
Tigers in the regional finals of the NCAA tourna
ment. 


"I knew Washington was going to be tough since 
they had beaten a team that we had lost to earlier in 
the year," said Corwin. "It was really the first time 
all season that all six guys played well on the same 
day in a match. We had to have it and were fortunate 
to get through such a tough first round opponent." 


In the finals match Sunday against host DePauw 
University, the Hornets once again had an omi
nous start to the match with three doubles losses. 
Unfortunately, this time they would not be able to 
recover from the early deficit and fell to the Tigers 
5-2, seeing their season come to an end. 


"This was a very good team, not a great team, but 
it took a great team to beat us . r am really proud of 
the way the team peaked over the last two weeks and 
we left the courts with no regrets, said Corwin. That 
is a big positive for the returning players to take into 
the off-season 


The Kalamazoo men's tennis team wrapped up 
its 2006 campaign with a 17-9 record and an MIAA 
conference championship. The team's two seniors 
closed their remarkable careers on a high, as Julian 
Seelan and Dave AtaIIaIl both earned individual sin
gles titles at the MIAA tournament. The loss of these 
two leaders will be felt by the team as it moves ahead 
into next season, but the tennis team has always man
aged to reload and figures to make another run at a 
national title next year. 


The Hornets overcame quite an obstacle in 
their road to the regional finals on Saturday, May 6, 
against the previously 18-2 Washington UniverSity. 
After dropping all three doubles matches to the 
Bears, Kalamazoo' delivered strong individual per
formances in its singles matches to climb back into 
the match. Behind two-set victories from senior 
Dave Atallah, junior Alec Kempster, sophomore Tim 
Hubbard, and junior Luke Marker, the team secured 
a spot in Sunday's regional final with a 4-2 triumph. 


Coach Timon Corwin was pleased with his 
team's strong first-round performance against such 
an accomplished opponent. 


Senior Julian Seelan's brilliant career at K 
College closed on a successful personal note with 
a 7-6 (I 0-8), 6-3 win at No. I singles. The Hornets' 
other point came from sophomore Matt Wise, whose 
7-5,7-6 (7-4) victory at No.5 singles will build some 
confidence for next year as he steps up to playa big
ger role as a junior. 


At the close of the season, Corwin feels that his 
team played up to his potential. 


"Losing our top two players will be tough, but I 
have every belief that the returning players can fill 
the holes and that a freshman or two will give us a 
boost as well," said Corwin. "It takes a lot of talent 
and some luck." 


American historylUnheard voices, stories 
Continued from page 1. 


rips and those of their ancestral past. 
''It is transforming. It is empowering," 


said Miller. 
As Johnson emphasized historical fact 


and Miller interpreted those events into 
her own poems, Kelly sang and hummed 
Nina SinlOne, Billie Holiday, and her own 
original work. 


"So now this is the fire" is a line out of 
a piece of Miller's about an escaped slave 
woman nan1ed Nancy Stevens. The woman 
was found warming a shovel in her fireplace 
that she said she would not hesitate to use 
against her master. He was responsible for 
the loss of her husband and he murdered 
her son. 


To tell these women's narrative, Miller 
stepped away from the microphone and 
closer to the audience. Through her words, 
sge ''transformed'' into the people suffering 
injustice so.long ago. When she first started 
reading the story, Miller would struggle 
against her tears, which often would evoke 
a similar emotional response from Johnson 
and Kelly. Eventually, she said, reading 
helped transform it into "healing for all of 
uq


" By "us," Miller meant the artists them
selves, the general audience, the spirits of 
people discussed, and more. 


"We hope there is healing for the world, 
which we know is something pretty large," 
said Mi lIer. 


The first part of the performance 
focused on prunary and court docunlents 
and personal testimony, from all around the 
nation to local places like Kalamazoo and 
Battle Creek. As they continued, the per
formance melded mto conmlentary on con-


temporary responses and civil rights actions 
and the personal experiences of the artists 
themselves. Overall, each poem focused on 
the many forms enslavement takes on, from 
racial, to other abuses of justice such as 
censorship of the press and the physical and 
sexual abuse of women and children. 


"We are all illegal here," said Miller. 
The majority of the audience stayed 


long after the performance was finished to 
ask questions and learn more of what the 
artists had to say. 


"They were really powerful and brought 
to the table a lot of issues we need to discuss. 
I think it could have reached to a larger 
crowd," said Meghan Berryman, K'09. 


Christine Kregg, K'06, helped organize 
this event. She saw Miller and Johnson 
perform last year here, and found them to 
be incredible and powerful. She hoped they 
would perform at Global Frequency again 
because their local work really focuses on 
local history and also connects to a larger 
context. 


'''They bring a perspective, passion, and 
expertise we rarely hear or focus on this 
campus." said Kregg. 


For Kelly, the form the performance 
takes is important. Because it is actively 
seen, it is powerful. She said that s~iety is 
out of touch, and being physically present 
enables them to soak in these stories. 


"We are trying to reach young people, 
so we can teach them so it (the essence of 
the perfonnance) can be carried on," Kelly 
said. 


Johnson further elaborated on this 
explanation. 


"We need these stories to be told," she 
said. '''The} want to be heard." 


Baseball team ends 20-win season 
Roger Garfield 
Sports Editor 


All year long, the Kalamazoo 
College baseball team had a number 
in sight: 20. 


Last Thursday, sitting on ) 9 wins 
for the season, the Hornets had two 
chances to reach their goal in a 
doubleheader with Alma. But for 
some reason, they were lackluster 
in the field, on the mound, and with 
the bats; the Scots trounced all over 
Woodworth Field for two lopsided 
WInS. 


Saturday, the Hornets headed to 
Alma for their last games of 2006 
- one last chance to avenge them
selves from Thursday and to achieve 
what they had set out for: a first-ever 
20-win season. 


After losing the first game 9-1, 
junior ace Charlie MacKinnon took 
the hill for Kalamazoo in Game Two, 
and like clockwork - as everyone 
who's followed the Hornets this sea
son has come to expect - he pitched 
a gem. 


In seven innings. MacKinnon 
scattered seven hits and stuck out 
three on the way to an 8-0 victory 
- the Hornets' 20th win. 


Senior centerfielder Travis 
Willey spearheaded the offensive 
outburst with a 2-for-3 da) at the 
plate and three runs scored. To him, 
the win represented the capstone 
of a historic season and a resilient 
career 


"Winning 20 games is big," 
Willey said. "We've worked so hard 
and to see it come together like it did 
was huge." 


The progress of the program dur
ing Willey's four years as a Hornet is 
staggering. In his first two seasons, 
the tearn won six games total. Then 
in 2005, the Hornets won 11. This 
season Kalamazoo finished 20-20. 


"To finish .500 was our goal," 
said Willey, who is one of just three 
freshmen remainIng from a recruit
ing class of seven In 2003. The with
ering numbers were understandable 
given the futility of the team. But 
Willey says those days are done. 


"It's really hard to recruit when 
you win three games in a season," 
Willey said. "But when you win 11 
and you win 20, people recognize 
that and see the program on the 
rise." 


The semor who patrolled center 
field and wore number 14 hit .293 
this season - third best on the team. 
He leaves behind him a young team 
chock full of talented hitters dis
persed all over the diamond. 


Said Willey' "I think they'll 
keep on improving." 


The Hornets set a slew of school 
records in their 2006 campaIgn. For 
a list of them and for reflections 
from coach Steve Wideen and some 
of the players who will return next 
season, stay tuned for a season wrap
up in Week 8 of The Index. 












K-scope brings "Laramie" to campus 
Nora Seilheimer 


STAFF WRITER 


In an effort to raise awareness about 
homophobia, Kaleidoscope will present a staged 
reading of the Laramie Project. 


The performance will occur in Dewing 103 
at 7:00 p.m., Friday, Feb. 17, and will include 
members of Kaleidoscope and theater arts 
students on a 
minimal set. 


" W e 
don't have 
fancy cos
tumes or dra
matic lighting 
but, we do 
have honesty." 
said Kaleido
scope leader, 
Katie Gifford, 
K'08. 


G i f -


also become a downward spiral of gossip and 
prejudices. Gifford hopes that this parallel will 
help to convey the powerful message of the 
reading and open the eyes of K college com
munity members. 


Though the issues addressed in the play are 
encountered and understood less at K, Gifford 
said, Kaleidoscope feels the heat of urgency 
behind such a burning issue on a national 


scale. 
"Kalei


dosope is 
doing this 
as a proj
ect to raise 


ford hopes -photo by Christopher Peplin 


the informal Michelle Miller, K'09, and Courtney Cook, K'09, 
nature of the rehearse their lines for Friday's production of 
production "The Laramie Project," presented by Kaleidoscope. 


awareness. 
Homophobia 
is still so pres
ent, so violent 
and so dan
gerous. It's 
crucial that 
people know 
that this is 
happen
ing because 
it must be 


will emphasize the script's message about stopped," said Gifford. 
homophobia and its pervasivene.>s in American Other members of Kaleidoscope point 
culture. out that as not every one of their organization's 


"The Laramie Project" is based on the members is gay, the same goes for the cast of 
murder of a young gay man, Matthew Shepard, this production. Some roles will be read by 
in the small town of Laramie, Wyoming. Cre- members of K's theatre group and others by 
~ted by Moises Kaufinan and members of the outside supporters who simply want to contrib
Tectonic Theater Project in 1998, the script ute to building awareness of homophobia and 
was built around more than 200 interviews its consequences. 
with members of the Laramie community. The Preparations for Friday's performance have 
play includes the voices of Matthew's parents, required a high degree of commitment from 
his friends, the local bartender, a priest and the Kaleidoscope members, Gifford said. The desire 
men who murdered him. The collection tells to perform "The Laramie Project" has been 
the story of Matthew's murder from a plethora around since fa1) quarter but Kaleidoscope mem-
of perspectives. bers have only been working with the text for 


"lbis is about real people in a real town. three weeks. Some Kaleidoscope members are 
This is a real crime of hate, a story that must be only now getting comfortable with reading the 
told." Gifford explained. text and interacting with each other on stage. 


The Laramie Project presents the issues Kaleidoscope will provide a donation jar 
surrounding homophobia in a setting familiar at the Laramie Project performance. Donations 
to Kalamazoo College. The town of Laramie will help the organization fund more events on 
is described as a place where "everyone knows campus, including Crystal Ball. PeIhaps another 
everyone else's business." Small communities, play could be in the works as well, according to 
such as Laramie and Kalamazoo College, can Gifford. She said, "If we ever do another play, I 
create tight bonds among its members, but can think: it is crucial to focus on lesbian rights." 


President calls on EPC, community 
Roger Garfield 
SPORTS EDITOR 


Although Dr. Eileen W1lson-Oyelaran won't become the official president of Kalama
zoo College until her inauguration in a few weeks, she's aJready taken substantial strides to 
understand the intricacies of this institution. 


While the oftShoot of her decisions may not be felt for some time, students and faculty 
alike can attest to her enthusiasm for learning about this community and understanding what 
makes it work. 


In recent preparation for planning the Academic Calendars for the next two school years, 
Wlison-Oyelaran sought advice from the Education Policies Committee-a group that typi
cally oversees curriculum matters. 


According to Dr. Kathleen Smith, professor of romance languages and faculty member 
of the EPC, the President's Advisory Council was always responsible for planning calendar 
changes in the past. This year, however, Wilson-Oyelaran decided that the calendar sugges
tions should come from the faculty, and she asked the EPC to make a recommendation. There 
was also a letter from StuComm with input about the new calendar. 


The cUrrent calendar for 2006-2007 seems similar to that of recent years, although it is 
tentative. According to Smith, one change may occur during finals week of spring term. The 
Registrar has been directed to condense the exams into just three days, eliminating the Thursday 
exams and giving seniors an extra day without obligation before commencement. 


W1lson-Oyelaran did not comment on any specific changes made, as of yet. But in plan
ning the calendar, she said she wants to keep in mind the entire community. 


''For me, the critical issue is how we create a calendar that promotes student learning and 
supports faculty in its role as scholars," she said. 


While the planning of the Academic Calendar may be a minor decision in the grand 
scheme of the college, it's a microcosm that illustrates the open hand W1lson-Oyelaran has 
extended to students and faculty. 


Dr. Gail Griffin, professor of English at K since 1977, has hltd five other presidents pass 


See Wilson-Oyelaran on page 7. 


K COUNTS DOWN . 


29 days until President 9 0 d,y. un,iI ,ho D,y of 
Wilson-Oyelaran's Gracious Living 
inauguration 


36 days until Spring 


97 
days until the Day of 


Break Gracious Living 


85 days until the Day 1 21 days unti I gradu-


of Gracious Living ation 


. 
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Name: Becca Fealk, K'09 
,......:...-------, 


Birthday: 
Jan. 18, 1987 


Hometown: 
Farmington, MI 


Studies: Becca 
enj oys studying 
anthropology and 
sociology, and 
her favorite class 
thus far at K has L-_____ --"_ 


been Introduction to Cultural Anthropol
ogy with Espelencia Baptiste. 


Activities: Becca is involved in K-Crew, in 
which she is a greeter, Kaleidescope and is 
participating in two dances for Frelon. 


K-plan: She hopes to study abroad in 
Ecuador, and is also looking into the Phila
delphia Center program. She is planning on 
majoring in Anthropology/Sociology with 
an Urban Studies concentration 


Beeca's favorite things in her dorm 
room: her coffee maker, bubble-blowing 
solution, her roommates, her poster of the 


band The Pixies, pictures of friends. her roommate's 
clothes, her computer, her music (specifically The 
Pixies, Lou Reed, Flogging Molly, The Decemberists 
and Rilo Kiley) and the dance parties she and her 
roommates have. 


What she's passionate about: working at Tamarack 
Camps, dancing (especially ballet), having fun with her 
friends, working with kids and acting like a kid. 


Things Becca would like to do before she dies: visit 
every continent and learn a second language (probably 
Spanish). 


What makes Becca unique: She has a birthmark on her 
ankle, and her mother has one in the exactly the same 
place. She has cliff dived off of a waterfall in Canada. 
Becca became a published poet in sixth week, when 
one of her poems was featured in a poetry anthology. 
Her favorite food is egg curry pad thai with broccoli. 
She once went undercover for the police in her tov.n 
to test liquor dealers to see whether they were selling 
their goods to minors. She used to be asked to give 
autographs, due to her close resemblance to Mary Kate 
and Ashley Olsen when she was lillie. 


--Compiled by Jessica Bard 


The Index 
WMU prof speaks from passion, not profession 


Katie Prout 
STAFF WRITER 


JudahAri-Gur spoke on the history of the Israeli-Pales
tinian conflict and the mentality of terrorists on Wednesday, 
Feb. 8. The College Republicans sponsored the event and 
hoped to raise awareness about the ongoing conflict and 
to demonstrate solidarity between conservatives and pro
Israelis. 


Ari-Gur, a native Israeli who now is a professor of 
aeronautical engineering at Western, has no background 
in political science. He described speaking as his "passion, 
not profession." What he brought to the discussion was his 
perspective that comes from his life experience while living 
in Israel and serving in the Israeli army. 


''Before we start, I just want to say one thing: I don't 
represent anyone but myself," saidAri-Gur. 


By beginning with the historical context of the aggres
sions between the Israelis and the Palestinians, Ari-Gur 
hoped to eventually to explain how 9/11 affected thinking 
in both Israel and the rest of the world, and to offer insights 
and observations on how terrorists operate. 


''We must defeat terrorists. It is our only option," Ari
Gursaid. 


Using PowerPoint, Ari-Gur went into a detailed review 
of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, careful to underscore the 
moments where he thought peace could have been achieved, 
but was thwarted by the faults of leaders, interference by 
other countries, or by bloodshed by the Palestinians and 
other Arab nations. He citied the 1982 war with Lebanon 
as one case where the Israeli government could have acted 
stronger to, as he said, "clean the area of terrorists." 


''To get rid ofterrorisrn, you chop off the head. We had 
that chance," said Ari-Gur. 


Ari-Gur also went into detail describing what he named 


the ''Terrorist Playbook," a complied list of what he saw as the 
traits and goals of those involved in terrorism. The first bullet on 
his PowerPoint was that terrorists seek to "explore and exploit 
what the target would not do morally." To illustrate his point, 
Ari-Gur said that Israel, unlike Palestinians, ''would not shoot 
kids, or stop ambulances." 


He also argued that terrorists seek to divide and confuse their 
opponents through a variety of tactics. According toAri-Gur, ''ter
rorists change the pace of terror." People might get used to a steady 
pace of terror, but ''up and down" breaks the spirit easier, he said. 
He also argued that they use cease fires to regain strength, and tum 
the tables on ''who is the David and who is the Goliath." 


To one student's question as to when the line should be drawn 
when to continue hunting down terrorists, particularly in Iraq, 
Ari-Gur responded, "[l]ife is more important than quality of life. 
You don't have any civil rights if you are dead." 


''Terrorism has no line, no border. When they're outside, the 
enemy is easier to fight When we are mixed with them, who are 
we going to fight?" he added. 


Towards the end of the talk, one community member stood 
up and thankedAri-Gur for his facts, figures, and history. He then 
asked how he should take a "very hard stance" against the ter
rorists without "antagonizing the sympathies of the other Arabs, 
their brothers." 


''I can't say that the good keeping of relationships is worth 
putting lives at risk," Ari-Gur said. Some students who attended 
the event did not fully agree with Ari-Gur's interpretation of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict 


"As a Jew, it's a burden to automatically be associated with 
people who have drastic viewpoints like his. It casts yet another 
stereotype on Jews that isn't near how most of them feel," said 
Becca Fea1k, K'09. 


The President of the College Republicans, Greg laVoy, said, 
"I think [the event] will contribute to the dialogue on campus. It's 
good to get people talking." 


KBC carves out niche on K -Tv, public access 
David Nachtweih 
EDITDR~N.(HIEF 


A mixture of news and variety segments, ''Veritable 
Quandary," the Kalamazoo Broadcasting Company's (KBC) 
flagship show, premiered Tuesday, Feb. 7 at lO:()() p.rn. on 
K-TV and Kalamazoo Public Access. 


The show was KBC's first full-length production, and 
what the group plans to be a bi-weekly series addressing 
campus issues and events. 


''I think it was a great start," KBC founding member 
Dan Blustein, K'06 said. "While there is a lot we need to 
work on, it gave us a solid idea of what people are interested 
in." 


Founded fall quarter, KBC's goal is to provide a 
medium for students interested in video production and 
provide a forum for conversation about campus happenings. 
While ''Quandary'' is intended to be KBC's flagship 


Blustein said the show highlighted both the company's 
strength's and weaknesses - it's growing pain. 


While KBC members like the tangible news topics the 
show addressed, Blustein said they felt ''hindered creatively 
by the news cast format" The show's segments were dis-


jointed and that their anchors were more filler than personality, 
he said. The next episode will eliminate the news desk, replacing 
it with a cast. 


"We want a conversation touching on more overarching 
issues and less specific events," Blustein said. ''Instead of present
ing specifically Monte Carlo, we will parody the party scene or 
school policies." 


While Blustein said most of group's members have worked 
on "Quandary," members are not limited to that production. 
Blustein said KBC is currently working on a series-sitcom called 
"Stetson Towers." 


KBC intends to continue crafting its identity throughout 
winter and spring quarter. ''We're really trying to separate our
selves from The Index or Monkapult," he said. While KBC may 
retain some aspects ofboth groups, Blustein said the organization 
''hopes to be unique." 


In the process, he said some organizations might become the 
victim of parody. Blustein hinted that the next episode of"Quan
dary" could have some "Index bashing" in good fun. 


"We are going to be criticizing and editorializing a lot of 
things on campus," B1ustein said, "but we're going to treat 
everyone fairly. 


" . . . 
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K tops Grand Champion category, reducing waste key to future success 


Aaron Aupperlee 
NEWS EDITOR 


Last week Friday, Feb. 10, the EPA 
released the official first week results for 
RecycleMania and Kalamazoo College found 
itselfleading the Grand Champion category 
but cautious about the prognosis for further 
success. 


category. Kalamazoo College joins 40 other 
schools in the Grand Champion category. 
Washington State University (42.68 percent) 
and Colorado State University (44.12) round 
out the rest of top three. 


crew, however, expressed skepticism over 
their numbers. 


Assistance Recycling Coordinator 
Tony Holt, K'05, was not skeptical about 
Kalamazoo College's numbers. "I was 
astounded at the amount of weight we pushed 
in under five days," Holt said of the recy
cling crew's first week efforts. Holt credited 
impressive numbers to the dedication and the 
teamwork of the recycling crew. "Never have 
I seen a better crew," said Holt. 


nia as a tool to educate the campus as to 
what is trash and what is recyclable. In past 
years, Townsend has organized Trash Bash, 
a spring event where the crew dived into 
campus dumpsters and separated the trash 
from the recyclables. "I would like to change 
the habit of students throwing away stuff as 
they please not just for the competition but 
all the time," he said. 


In an email sent to all 93 schools par
ticipating in RecycleMania, the EPA wrote, 
"Kudos to Kalamazoo College. In the first 
week of reporting, they have greatly improved 
their recycling rate over last year's average. 
Keep up the good work'" According to the 
EPA, Kalamazoo College recycled 50.89 
percent of its total waste. In 2005, Kalamazoo 
College recycled on average 36.70 percent of 
its total waste. That figure was good enough 
to land Kalamazoo College in third place at 
the end oflast year's competition. 


In the other categories, Kalamazoo 
College turned in reputable numbers. In the 
per capita classic, measuring total pounds of 
recyclables against population, Kalamazoo 
finished in sixth place after the first week, 
recycling 6.43 pounds per person. Middle
bury College, VI. won the first week per 
capita category, recycling 10.67 pounds per 
person. 


However, Holt expressed a bit of con
cern for the future of the waste minimization 
category. He said, "The only way we can 
win is if we start to watch the il'ash. Recycle 
right." 


According to Townsend, paper, card
board, empty water bottles and cardboard 
boxes commonly end up in the dumpsters 
instead of their proper recycle bins. For a 
more comprehensive list of the recyclable 
materia~ Townsend recommends students 
visit the Recycling Department's website: 
http://www.kzoo.edulrecycle/items.htm. 


The Grand Champion category is only 
open to schools participating in both the per 
capita category and the waste minimization 


In the waste miDimization category, 
measuring total waste against popUlation, 
Kalamazoo ollege earned twenty-third 
place, generating 12.63 pounds of waste 
per person. Up-hill-rival. Western Michigan 
University finished sixteenth, generating 
only 8.51 pounds of waste per person. Okla
homa Baptist University generated only 
0.33 pounds of waste per person to take first 
in the category. Members of the recycling 


Rob Townsend agrees with Holt's assess
ment. "Let's do a better job of not throwing 
away stuff so easily," Townsend said. He said 
that he thinks 30 percent to 50 percent of what 
people throwaway is recyclab!e. "The kids 
here are doing a pretty good job separating," 
Townsend said. "But we can do better." 


Townsend would like use RecycleMa-


Special congratulation is also in order 
for Rob Townsend. On Saturday, Feb. 18, 
Townsend will celebrate 25 years of employ
ment at Kalamazoo College. Townsend will 
spend his anniversary winter camping in the 
back-country of the Nordhouse Dunes with 
his dog, Mika. 


Rabbi Leder challenges Kalamazoo College to re-think race and class 
Katie Prout 


STAFF WRITER 


Rabbi Steven Leder began his talk last Thursday, Feb. 9, 
with the problem of racism in American but quickly moved to 
the issues of class and poverty plaguing the country today. 


"I was a racist before I was teo," he said. Leder grew up with 
ignorant views on race and society, fostered by an environment 
where "subtle racism was acceptable." When he began attend
ing Northwestern University as a college freshman, not only did 
Leder come into everyday contact with African Americans, but 
he realized that the only place he felt at home was sitting at the 
lunch table with African American students. Leder challenged 
both Jews and African Americans in the audience to "transcend 
being victims of racism." 


Leder used sly humor and empathetic anecdotes to keep 
the fifty people in chapel interested in a topic which can easily 
disenfranchise an audience. He backed up his claims of preva
lent racism and c1assism in society with facts and statistics. His 
anecdotes provided a personal touch to an often controversial 
subject and encouraged the audience to do more than just moum 
history. 


"People who remember only history are doomed to repeat 
it," said Leder. He later added, "Not every road leads to Aus
chwitz, and not every road leads to plantations and lynching." 


Racism, said Leder, is a terrible problem in America, but 
poverty and classism is the ultimate destroyer of society. 


"There is a civil war again in America, and this time, it is 
because of class, not race," Leder said. 


Children are the poorest age group, he said. "Third world 
countries exist in every major city in America, yet people choose 
to put up gates to keep the truth out and protect their comfort-


able lives." occasionally is booed at speaking engagements for his views. 
'Those ofus who are not poor see and hear so little of those No one in the group that listened to him seemed at all inclined 


ofus who are," said to do the same. 
Leder. "Overall, [the talk] 


To cure the ills was very good. It's great 
of class and race, that students have a 
Leder prescribed chance to meet someone 
that we recognize like this," said Dr. Jeffrey 
that the media's Haus, Assistant Professor 
reflection of soci- of History and Religion 
ety's use of money and Director of Jewish 
to measure worth Studies. 
for everything and As the senior rabbi 
everyone is cor- of the Wilshire Boule-
rupt and harmful. vard Temple in LA. and 
He described this recent author of both 
image as "seduc- More Money Than God: 
tive" and said that Living a Rich Life Without 


college students Rabbi Leder speaks with students in the audience during his Losing Your Soul and a 
ha\e tough choices Thursday, Feb. 9. Leder's talk addressed issues of race and class in America. chapter in Charles Bark
to make about what ley's new book on racism 
to take as truth and how to act on that truth. Leder called on the in America entitled Who's Afraid ofa Large BlackMan, much 
audience to reject being "narcissistic, self-absorbed, materialistic hype surrounded Leder's visit. 
creatures." A few hours before this "Difficult Dialogues: Engag-


"I am here," said Leder at the close of his talk, before head- ing Students in Conversations about Race" event was 
ing to the discussion in Olmsted, "to beg each of you, challenge held in the Stetson chapel, Dean of the First Year and 
you, to do important wode Reach out. See to that deeper place Advising Zaide Pixley sent out an email promoting Leder. 
where all are truly one. I beg you." "We have a really terrific guest on campus tonight . .. I know 


At the end of the talk, which finished in the Olmstead he' ll be worth hearing and 1 want to make sure you are aware of 
room for more intimate discussion on class and race division his visit," Pixley wrote in her email. Students who were aware 
in America and the rest of the world, Leder mentioned to the of the event used it as a springboard to continue the discussion 
small crowd that remained from the original half full chapel he of race. 
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(hopei (hot: Making time to build community 


Four years ago when I added "Associate Chaplain" to my 
list of functions on campus, I searched for a way to combine 
my two callings - sport and spirituality. Thus "Why We Play" 
was born. The services have all been inspirational, sensational, 
emotional and meaningful, because you cannot ask a commit
ted athlete to publicly articulate ""hy she or he plays without 
hearing powerful stories about the meaning and pwpose sport 
plays in their lives. Indeed, meaning and purpose really does 
target the heart of spirituality. Are not all of us seeking mean
ing and purpose in what we're doing here at K or even ''bere'' 
on earth? 


Kate Thomas has been doing a great job covering and 
reporting the chapel services in The Index this year, but I feel that 
the article aboutthe ''Why We Play" service on Feb. 3 didn't go 
far enough in examining the TOOts of chapel attendance. Admit
tedly, the service was fully attended; the chapel was full...mostly 
of athletes, coaches and parents. In no way did this diminish the 
emotional triumph exhibited by our student athletes, or the elec
tricity and sense of community felt by all who attended. Kate's 


observations of those who v.-ere absent, mostly non-athletes and 
faculty, are true, but not because the chapel happened to focus on 
athletics. Rather, chapel itselfhas always been sparsely attended 
unless the service recruits and brings people in "on pwpose." We 
intentionally recruited for ''Why We Play." We know that several 
people express regret for not having been there after the fact, 
so we made it known and we celebrated our purpose in sports. 
Betsy Hoort's memorial service was another healing triumph of 
community for which Betsy recruited with her life. Dog Days of 
Kalanlazoo brought a plethora of dog lovers together around a 
common theme oflove and joy. 


Whatever the topic of Friday chapeL it is a great opportunity 
for all to be involved in this community. Friday from 10:40-11 :50 
a.m., no classes are scheduled - intentionally. We often mourn 
the loss of "common time" as having been devoured by our many 
activities, but must we also mourn the loss of our community when 
there is already a built-in time and space in which to commune? 
We have to begin making the effort at commlmity, and what better 
day than Fridays - before we take leave of the academic week. 


To that end, Mary Ellen and I, along with the Campus Life 
Committee are proposing the following as a way to increase 
people's awareness of and attendance at Friday chapels: 


Beginning first week of Spring Quarter, we will gather in 
the entryway of the chapel with coffee, tea and refreshments 
starting at 10:30 a.m. The bells will begin ringing at 10:50 am., 
and the service will begin at 11:00 am. How many times have 
you heard "what time does chapel start again?" Then answering, 
and saying "ten-fifty," and then they say "ten-fifteen?" And you 
say "ten-fifty ... five-oh, ten minutes to eleven." It gets confus
ing. Now you can say eleven. Your opportunity for community 
begins at eleven on Friday. Out by 11:40 am.; in plenty of time 
to get to your I I :50 am. or your noon lunch date. 


But until then, please join us for weeks seventh, eighth, 
ninth and tenth week chapels at 10:50 am. on Fridays. It's 
intentional community, this week being brought to us by Shadia 
Kanaan, a Palestinian Muslim woman. Her talk is entitled, "Not 
the Clash of Civilizations but aHarmony of Cultures." See you 
there at ten-fifty! 


Fury faces and grinning pet lovers fill "Dog Days" chapel 
Kate C Thomas assistant provost, to express how he lives in the nial human-shaped bread on the Day of the Dead ment, three representatives from the volunteer 


STAfF WRITER present "To really enjoy life, to really enjoy Admitting defeat, Seuss said, "[a]s bad as these Pet Rescue Network (PRN), a local organization 
More than 25 furry faces, wagging tails, what we have," Potts said, cut short by a chorus dogs are, we can't live without them." that saves animals from euthanasia, stressed the 


and puppy kisses greeted grinning students, ofwoofsinthefrontofthechape~ "istobark.!" As someone who also regularly encounters importance of spaying and neutering animals 
faculty and community members at chapel Laughs and a few more barks erupted before he death, Scott Betzler, of Betzler Funeral Homes of all ages. 
on Friday, Feb.1O, marking the ''Dog Days of continued, " ... is to see the promise and oppor- in Kalamazoo, praised his four-legged "grief PRN had four furry friends with them 
Kalamazoo." tunity in the moment" therapist," Hollie, a 4-year-old Golden Retriever Friday, representing the mix of dogs they care 


A hallmark in the chapel year, ''Dog Days" One dog who lives a little too much in who laid next to the podium. "With the loss of a for. As they introduced each dog, the audience 
brought a diverse audience together - both the moment is Writer in Residence Di Seuss's lovedone,it'satimewhenpeoples'emotionsare cooed and grinned, especially at 14-week-old 
two- and four-legged - to recognize the posi- bad-behaving beagle, Duncan. Seuss decided heightened and they don't know bow to express brother and sister pair, black-and-white Bentley 
tive influence dogs have on the lives of those in to leave Duncan at home during chape~ opting them," Betzler said. "As you all know, we can and dappled-brown TaffY. 
the Kcommunity. to describe his flawed character, which he do that with dogs." IntherowsTheaterArtsadministratorMary 


''Whether you brought them on a leash or wears, Seuss said, "like the lime green cape of a Chaplain Mary Ellen Ashcroft has done Vowell sat with her two dogs, both adopted from 
in your heart ... " Associate Chaplain Jeanne demented super hero." more than express emotions with her dogs; she PRN. Hannah, a German Shepard and Huskie 
Hess said, interrupted by her 5-year-old Boston With shrieks oflaughter from the audience, learned about God from her former dog, Cluny, mix, sat with Vowell, while Moose Tracks, a 
terrier's whimpers, "[our dogs] enhance our Seuss recounted some of Duncan's humorous who recently died. Ashcroft confessed feeling liver-spotted Dalmatian, sprawled out in the 
lives, connect our community, and enrich our and horrifying antics, revealing the dog's affinity like she expected more love, greeting, and wel- aisle. Vowell was one of many proud K com
world." for death. Duncan once brought a frozen dead come from her dog than she did from God. munity members who brought her furry friends 


Rascal Potts relied on his owner Lanny, raven into the house and also devoured ceremo- Making a quasi-public service announce- to chapel on Friday. 
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An unholy row: the cartoon furor 


David Kudzia 
CONTRIBUTOR 


Massive riots have taken place in 
Indonesia. Embassies have been burned 
and attacked. Diplomats have been with
drawn and condemnations have flown 
between capitals. All of this has occurred 
over a four-month-old cartoon. 


A cartoon from a Danish newspaper 
depicting Muhammad as a bomb-wielding 
terrorist didn't draw too much attention 
when it was published last September. But 
the depictions of the prophet, which are 
banned under Islamic law, have stirred up 
plenty of trouble. Now boycotts of Danish 
products have sprung up from Indonesia 
to Saudi Arabia. The Syrian government, 
among others, has demand an apology 
from the Danes, who insist that the news
paper alone has that prerogative. Other 
newspapers across Europe have reprinted 
the cartoons, or similar ones, brazenly 
upholding the freedom of the press. 


This puts the United States and Brit
ain in a sticky spot. While normally the 
focus of Islamic hatred, neither nation 
is the origin of this current mess. Thus 
the opportunity to side against the news
paper seems awfully attractive to those 
who wish to mend some fences with the 
Muslim world. Apparently, this is the 
position adopted by both governments, 


tburs. F,b. 23 al8pm 
Frl. F,b 24 al8pm 


Homabody 
. 'Per'for'med by 


La'Jr'en Spr'enger' 


as they criticize the poor judgment of the 
European newspapers. Is this the correct 
position? 


While some might say this offers an 
opportunity to gain some credit in the 
Muslim world by opposing the newspa
pers, this is a false hope. Already Denmark 
is being labeled as a puppet of the United 
States, acting as a proxy for attacking 
Islam while we keep our hands clean. 
Any moves taken to distance ourselves 
from this mess will only be viewed in 
the light of anti-Americanism already 
prevalent in the Muslim world. If we are 
to be condemned by the proponents of 
radical Islam, let us be condemned for the 
principles we are supposed to hold. If the 
freedom of the press is eroded in Europe 
by violence over some cartoons, then what 
good is it? 


Only incompetent regimes compro
mise with the type of street violence 
exhibited by those who attacked Danish 
embassies. The United States and all of 
the civilized world should stand with the 
Danes in protecting that which makes us 
unique in the history of humanity. Our 
principles must not be swayed by the wild 
and misplaced anger of those whose own 
governments deny them the freedoms 
which are rightly owed to every human 
being. 


Sat. Fab. 25 al8pm 
San. F,b. 28 al2pm 
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OPINIONSlsl 
Sexism in Dem's wage campaign 


Krissie Wawer 
CONTRIBUTOR 


lam deeply troubled by recent commentaries 
by some members of the College Democrats that 
express disdain for the Progressive Organization 
for Women Engaged in Revolt's (POWER) 
involvement in the "Raise the Wage" campaign. 
For those of you unaware, the College Democrats 
have become involved in a campaign to raise 
Michigan's minimum wage from $5.15 an 
hour to $6.85 by 2007, and then increase it with 
inflation for each successive year. This is an 
incredibly important campaign, one that could 
potentially affect a lot of people and because of 
this, POWER decided to get involved. 


When POWER compiled statistics to 
raise awareness about women in poverty, we 
felt that we were not only giving the campaign 
more depth and showing in numbers and in its 
significance, but that we were showing how a 
campaign such as ''Raise the Wage" is also an 
explicitly feminist issue. That is, feminists or 
other people who are concerned about women 
and girls absolutely need to be concerned 
about poverty and minimum wage since such 
a disproportionate number of women (and 
thus, children) are living in poverty and/or are 
worlcing for minimum wage. As the flyers states, 
two out of three people living in poverty in 
Michigan are women. Printing and advertising 
this information alongside other compelling 
statistics is merely reflecting the reality of 
women's lives. 


It is important to recognize that talking 
about women and how they, as a group, are 
affected by something is not the same as denying 
that there are poor men who are oppressed, 
men who have really troublesome lives, etc. 
For instance, race is also a huge determinant 
for the likelihood that a person is worlcing for 
minimum wage or is in poverty. White people in 
the United States have a much lower percentage 
of those in poverty than all people of color. 
Specifically, while the total proportion of those 
in poverty is 12.7 percent, the proportion of 
white men in poverty is 6.2 percent compared 
to the proportion of American Indian men in 
poverty which is 18.9 percent and the proportion 
of African-American men in poverty is 15.8 
percent, to name a few examples. 


When we look at women of those same 
populations, however, the proportion in poverty 
is greater than the proportion of men of the same 
population who are in poverty. For example, 
25.7 percent of African-American women are 
living in poverty as compared to 15.8 percent 
of African-American men. Likewise, while 6.2 
percent of white men are in poverty, 8.8 percent 
of white women are in poverty. Thus, while 


African-American men constitute a higher 
proportion of those in poverty than white 
women, African-American women make up 
an even higher proportion. Across all racial 
categories, the pattern remains the same. 


What does all of this show? First of all, 
POWER strove to provide a more accurate 
picture of who's in poverty and did so in an 
articulate and concise way. When members of 
our organization chose to analyze poverty by 
gender, we meant to do so in order to express _ 
how women, as a group that contains all 
racial categories, constitute a disproportionate 
number of those in poverty; therefore, looking 
at minimum wage through the lens of gender 
is not only legitimate but also necessary. In 
addition, the statistics that I have provided 
hopefully show how race is also a large 
determinant of poverty level, though within 
each racial category, sexism more greatly 
disfavors women in comparison to the men 
in their group. 


Unfortunately, certain members, 
seemingly not a majority, of the College 
Democrats did not openly accept our input On 
a forum linked to the Dems' website, we were 
accused ofbringing gender bias to a campaign 
that was supposed to be strictly "economic" 
even though we were merely contributing to 
something we see as incredibly important. 
This kind of reaction brings light to a serious 
misunderstanding of social inequality and even 
worse, a wish to deny sexist oppression in 
any of its forms. When a student organization 
runs a campaign, it is absolutely necessary 
that they understand exactly whom they are 
affecting. They also have the responsibility of 
making students aware of why this campaign 
is important for so many different people. 


If there are still members of the College 
Democrats who are upset by POWER's 
contribution, I want to point out a few things. 
It is irresponsible of the College Democrats to 
first fail to bolster their campaign by contacting 
student groups whose concems may have a 
stake in the campaign; second, to infer that 
POWER received special treatment when we 
volunteered to help with their campaign; and 
finally, to have attempted to make the "Raise 
the Wage" campaign gender- and race-neutral 
when the issue of poverty and economics is 
absolutely intertwined with gender and race. 


Some of the Democrats' reactions to 
POWER's contributions is what I'd expect 
from groups on the right; but the fact that when 
we present information about women's reality 
it is received as an affiont or bias just goes to 
remind us of the pervasiveness of sexism on 
this campus, even within the political left. 
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Ashley Brenke & Karen Doyle 
STAFF WRITERS 


SEX FILES: Masturbation 
relaxed life full of restful nights and healthy, happy days, 
may we suggest many thorough sessions of self love? 


Last week we discussed some of the myths sur
rounding masturbation and the taboos that resulted. Now 
that we've cleared away the mess of misinformation, 
we believe that you, the reader, are ready to explore the 
wealth of benefits and helpful tips available to increase 
your enjoyment of masturbation. 


when they are unlucky in love. This is not always the case. 
Masturbation can and does provide many improvements to 
one's sex life. It leads to a better awareness of one's own 
sexual preferences and where and how it just feels good. 
It puts less pressure on the partner to induce orgasm which 
makes sex more relaxed and enjoyable. It produces much 
longer and more intense orgasms in women along with 
strengthening the pelvic muscles of both men and women 
and providing an excellent cardiovascular workout. Another 
sexy benefit of masturbation is the feeling of freedom that 
results, in which one may choose to explore taboo behav
iors and turn-ons that are too personal to explore with a 
partner, at least at first. 


For the men-folk, masturbation is known to reduce 
embarrassing erections during the day and wet dreams 
at night. It's hard to get semen out of sheets. It also 
increases virility by getting the old and busted semen out 
of your system, and making way for the fresh set. It can 
also reduce your chances of prostate gland infection. 


Many ladies might already know that masturbating 
can help to relieve menstrual cramps, but the added ben
efit is for your partner, who may be a little bit squeamish 
when it comes to meeting Aunt Flo. Also, masturbating 
can help-to prevent yeast overgrowths, which just don't 
belong down there. 


Why masturbate, you ask. Betty Dodson (www. 
bettydodson.com), a pioneer in the field of masturba
tion, lists several reasons that one should masturbate; 
among these are: 


-because sex is good; 
-because masturbation increases sexual aware-


ness; 
-because sexual pleasure is each person's birth


right; 
-and because masturbation is a joyous expression 


of self love. 


Along with the sexy payoffs, there are also health 
benefits in the act of masturbation. Stress seems to be a 
way of life at K College, but it shouldn't be. Thankfully, 
masturbation is a great way to relieve stress. Also, it is a 
helpful relaxant that allows the body to fall asleep faster. 
Having trouble sleeping? Have you been masturbating? 
Masturbation also helps in the stimulation of the immune 
system which allows the body to better fight the co=on 
infection. It improves one's mood and carries no risk of 
disease, pregnancy, or emotional trauma. So, if you want a 


Need some tips to get you started? Ladies, try get
ting clean to get dirty: a running faucet in the bathtub, 
or a properly aimed shower head, might be just the trick. 
Men who are just turned off by the "clean-up" aspect 
might want to try using a sock the next time they're 
home alone. 


Some may think that one "dates their own hand" only 


For more specific tips and ideas to spice up your 
solo life, check out LetsMasturbate.com and SexTutor. 
com. Trust us, you won't be sorry . 


. 


FINDING YOUR WAY A weekly column from the CCO 


Nine initial steps to help you find an internship or job 
Richard Berman 


CONTRIBUTOR 
Determine your targets 


The first step is to figure out the fields 
of interest and types of positions you 
will pursue. It is usually wise to think in 
terms of Plan AIPlan B or variations on 
a theme. 


Set your geographic range 


For most fields , you need to be where 
you search. You can do early steps from 
Kalamazoo, but unless you're looking 
at this region, you'll need to getJo your 
search area before employers will take you 
seriously. Remember: if you have reliable 
transportation, Chicago, Detroit, Grand 
Rapids, Lansing, Ann Arbor, South Bend, 
Fort Wayne, and Toledo are all within 
driving distance of Kalamazoo. 


Know your search tools and techniques 


There are various ways in which you 
can learn about and pursue job openings. 
Your best bets are personal contacts, and 
references from friends about openings in 
their organization. Use as many of these tech
niques as applicable- - don't rely on only 
one. See our list of 14 Job Search Techniques 
for more ideas. 


Start the paperwork 


You will need a resume, cover letters, 
references, and maybe some writing samples 
or a presentation portfolio. These are each 
important, but don't get bogged down on 
building them. Notice we said "start" them 
- you'll want to move on to more active 
steps in the search process and finish the pa
perwork before your first employer contact. 


Create a contact list 


This is not as difficult as many think. 
It's actually fairly straight-forward to put 
together a list of organization names, contact 


people, and phone numbers which you will 
use for networking and job seeking. Include 
all possible employers, but understand that 
you'll need to determine who has job open
ings at any given point in time. 


Do your homework 


Before you can persuade a prospective 
employer that you fit their needs, you need 
to know what their needs are. That means 
you need to learn as much as you can about 
what they do and how they do it. Consult 
various sources: the Internet, organization 
brochures, contacts who work in the same 
organization or field, or even newspaper or 
magazine articles. 


Get organized 


You'll need to set up a system for track
ing contacts you make and receive during a 
search. Without one, you may be unprepared 
to respond to an employer's interest. 


Fine tune your interviewing skills 


Everyone needs to prepare for inter
views. Even if you've been successful in 
interviewing for college admission and 
summer jobs, this is a different type of 
interview. Practice, practice, practice! 


Initiate contact 


Begin the cyclical process of writing, 
phoning, and visiting your contacts. You 
don't have to contact everyone on your list 
at first - develop a srrategy for initiating 
"waves" of contacts. 


Follow-up ... then follow-up some more 


Always write "thank you" notes after 
a contact is made, especially personal 
visits and telephone contacts with valu
able dialogue. You can also reaffirm your 
interest, check your status, and generally 
keep your "application" in the eye, ear, 
and mind of employers. 
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HAPPENINGS 


FRIDAY 
10:50 AM., Stetson Chapel - "Not the Clash of 


Civilizations but a Harmony of Cultures: A Palestinian 
Woman Tells her Story," a lecture by Shadia Kanaan 


- Cooking class with Zazio's executive chef John Korycki; 
learn to cook traditional Italian dishes; seating is limited, 
call 384-2650 for reservations 


is a dancer, choreographer, puppeteer and performance 
artist based in New York City; general admission ~15, 
students ~10 with I D 


8 P.M., Kalamazoo State Theatre (404 S. 
3 P.M., Anderson Athletic Center - Women's Basket


ball hosts Olivet College 
MONDAY 


7 P.M., Air Zoo (6151 Portage Rd.) - Smithsonian 
Photo Exhibit featuring Vietnamese Poetry and Music, 
in conjunction with the Kalamazoo Public Library's Read
ing Together community-wide reading program for Tim 
O'Brien's book The Things They Carried 


Burdick) - "1964-The Tribute: The World's #1 
Beatles Tribute," a concert celebrating arguably 
America's most popular band; reserved seating ~27 


8 P.M., Dalton Theatre - Airband Lip-Sync Com
petition 


8 P.M., Miller Auditorium (1903 W. Michigan) - "A 
Midsummer Night's Dream," presented by the Kalamazoo 
Civic Theatre; an exciting collaboration with the Kalamazoo 
Symphony Orchestra will feature music by Felix Mendels
sohn 8 P.M., Dow Science Building Room 226 (LAC) • 


- "Systems Biology and Complex Systems," a lecture 
by Santiago Schnell, Biocomplexity Institute at Indiana 
University-Bloomington 


9 P.M., Firehouse (1249 Portage) - Detroit Slam 
and Def Poetry Slam artist"Blair" performs live on stage; 
tickets ~3, open mic begins at 8:30 


10 P.M., The Club Soda 040 E. Michigan) - "We Be 
Jammin," a concert put on by the Midwest's best Reggae 
bands, along with Caribbean foods and crafts; tickets ~5 


ONGOING EXHIBIT 
SUNDAY 9:30 P.M. Bell's Brewery 055 E. Kalamazoo) - Blue


grass and folk band Steppin' In It performs live on stage; 
cover charge ~5, must be 21 with ID 


1 P.M., Kalamazoo County Fairgrounds (2900 Lake St.) 
- "Circus Extreme," family fun with acrobats and aerials 


Kalamazoo Valley Museum (230 N. Rose) -
"Making America's Music: Rhythm, Roots & Rhyme;" 
celebrate the diversity of American music in this hands
on traveling exhibition designed to promote music 
appreciation and encourage music-making; free admis
sion, for more info visit kvm.kvcc.edu 


SATURDAY 
12 P.M. Zazio's Restaurant (100 W. Michigan) 


2 P.M., Wellspring Theatre atthe Epic Center - "Well
spring Dance Forum with ChristopherWilliams;"Williams 


Wilson-OyelaranlCommunity input 
Continued from page 1. impression oflistening, while Wtlson-Oyelaran 


reaUy does listen." 


K SPORTS IN BRIEF 
through during her tenure. So far, she likes what 
she sees in Wilson-Oyelaran. 


"I've been very impressed with President 
Wllson-Oyelaran's process of information gath
ering," Griffin said. "She strikes me as a very 
intense listener and a very quick study. I think 
she's getting to the heart ofwhat K is and what 
it most needs very quickly." 


In regards to Wilson-Oyelaran seeking 
input from feUow community members, Dr. 
John Wickstrom, professor of history, caUs 
Wtlson-Oye!aran "as open as any K president I 
have wo(ked with." 


Wickstrom has witnessed six presidents 
during his 40 years at K. He says most presidents 
do a lot of listening and pondering during their 
first few months in office. "It is only after that 
period that one begins to see the style of the 
presidency emerge," Wickstrom said. 


Griffin says Wtlson-Oye!aran's openness 
is good politically and practically, "since every 
institution has its own culture and traditions," 
she said. 


Many believe that Jimmy Jones, Kalama
zoo's 16th president, had a much more closed 
way of running operations. Griffin says it's too 
early to teu, for sure. 


"1 think we need another year, at least, to 
see the real differences between this president 
and her predecessor (Jones)," said Griffin. "My 
impression right now is that Jones did a good 


Another place in which Wllson-Oye1aran 
has reached out is in the dormitories. Between 
the fall term and the first six weeks of the winter 
term, Wllson-Oyelaran has already visited each 
of the six dorms on campus for a night offood 
and conversation with students. 


Elena Brooks, K'08, attended Wllson-Oye
!aran's recent visit to Severn HaU. According 
to Brooks, between 40 and 45 students were 
present for the gathering, and besides tasty ice 
cream sundaes, Wilson-Oyelaran provided a 
venue for students to voice their concerns with 
issues on campus. 


"It was nice to see her listening to students 
for information before making decisions," 
Brooks said. According to Brooks, the group dis
cussed an array of different topics - including 
cafeteria food - and Wtlson-Oyelaran stayed 
for the better part of an hour, asking questions 
and listening to everyone. 


Wllson-Oye1aran was out of town this week 
and not available for further comment, but stu
dents and faculty can count on her having much 
more up her presidential sleeve in the coming 
months. She has already helped orchestrate 
the Hicks Center renovation in addition to the 
healthy community outreach she has extended 
for input on campus issues. And she's not even 
the official president, yet Her inauguration wiU 
take place March 10-11. 


Women's Basketball 


The Kalamazoo College women's 
basketball team (5-16, 2-12 MIAA) 
dropped its sixth game in a row, after a 
57-54 loss to Saint Mary's College (11-5, 
9-5) on Saturday, Feb. 11 in South Bend. 
Both teams shot 33.3 percent from the 
field, and both had 40 rebounds and 17 
turnovers in the close game. 


The Belles led 31-22 at halftime, 
and nearly gave up a second-half surge 
to the Hornets who could not come 
close enough to take the lead in the final 
minutes. The Belles' hot 3-point shoot
ing gave them a significant advantage 
in the game, as they made 8-of-21 from 
downtown. 


Three Hornets scored in double 
figures. Senior Mary Brown led the way 
with 19 points, and five rebounds. Senior 
Stefanie Salasky also had a solid game 
with 14 points and 11 rebounds. Sopho
more Kelsea Howell recorded 13 points 
and seven rebounds in the losing effort. 


The loss keeps the Hornets in eighth 
place in the MIAA, with one game last 
night and their final home game this 
Saturday, Feb. 18 against Olivet. 


Tennis 


The men's and women's tennis teams 
both kicked off their 2006 campaigns with 
home victories over Carthage CoUege on Sat
urday, Feb. 11. The Kalamazoo men's squad 
dispatched the Redmen with a 5-2 win, while 
the women sent the Lady Reds back home to 
Wisconsin with a bitter taste in their mouth 
after a hotly-contested 5-4 K triumph. 


The ladies did not clinch the win until 
Geneva Garcia pulled out a three-set match 
(6-0, 4-6, 6-1) at No.6 singles. Laura Spen
cer, Srnitha Gudipati, and Lindsay Zuhlke 
also garnered points for the Hornets in their 
singles matches. 


The men, ranked seventh in the nation, 
notched their first victory after sweeping the 
doubles point and then taking four singles 
matches as Dave Ata1Iall, Alec Kempster, 
Tim Hubbard, and Matt Wise all eased past 
their opponents in two sets en route to a • 
convincing Hornet win. 


The men's team was not as successful 
the next day, as the Hornets were outdone on 
Sunday by their talented Division I neighbor 
Western Michigan in a 7-0 loss. 


-by Ted Magdzinski and Brad Brinkman 
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Hornets fight for home court In conference playoffs • 


Mike Leifeld it might put the Hornets away for good as the Britons 3-pointers in the first half. 


STAFF WRITER 


It's an enormous benefit to have home-court advan
tage come playoff time. And with last week's win over 
Tri-State, the Kalamazoo College men's basketball team 
came one step closer to playing in front of their home 
crowd in the first round of the MIAA tournament. 


With the 69-64 home victory on Feb. 8, the Hornets 
(9-14,6-6 MIAA) tied Tri-State (11-12, 6-6) for fourth 
place in the MIAA standings. The top four teams get 


r, home-court advantage in the playoffs. 
Tri-State led at the half, shooting out the lights, 


making 9-of-15 3-pointers, but Kalamazoo's revamped 
defense forced the Thunder into shooting just 1-for-16 
from behind the arc after the intermission. 


Some hot shooting of their own didn't hurt the Hor
nets either. They shot 51.9 percent from the field and 
made 7-of-15 from 3-point range. 


Senior Kyle Konwinski led Kalamazoo with 16 
points, four rebounds and four assists. Senior Tim Herman 
and junior forward Brad Brinkman both scored 14. 


"We know we will be playing Tri-State during the 
first round of playoffs, it's just a matter of where we 
play," said Herman. "Kyle and I are the only ones in the 
program to playa playoff game at home, so we want to 
end our careers on that positive note and gain momentum 
for the next couple of years." 


led 37-30 with 10 minutes left in 1I"'-------,rT-:::::; ... ~-, 
the second half. 


But the Hornets made it close 
down to the wire. 


Kalamazoo freshman Henry 
McCain answered, driving baseline 
to hit an and-one lay-in. After his 
free throw and a defensive stop, 
Herman knocked down a triple 
from the top of the key. On their 
next possession a nifty pass from 
Konwinski to junior center Phil 
Weaver put the Hornets ahead, 
41-40. 


It seemed like every Kalamazoo 
run was met with a Brandon Craw
ford counter, though. Crawford, 
Albion's go-to big man and AII
American candidate went strong to 
the basket and got fouled all game 
long - especially when the Britons 
needed a bucket. 


"We felt we had that game, but 
(Crawford) kept getting to the line 
and to his credit making his free 
throws," Herman said. -photo by Christopher Peplin 


Senior Tim Herman knocks down 
a three-pointer In the second half of last 
Wednesday's 69-64 win over Tri-State. 


Sophomore Pat Clancy paced 
the Hornets with 13 points, Kon
winski had 12 and McCain added 
nine. 


The Hornets' two seniors, 
Herman and Konwinski, were hon
ored at the game for Senior Day. For 
Herman, it was bittersweet. 


"There have been so many good 
times on the court with all the guys 
and we want to keep it rollin' ," he 
said. "I thought our post players 
did a great job against Crawford, 
but we could've gotten to the line 
a little more and been a little more 
aggressive offensively." 


Kalamazoo played at Olivet 
Wedensday, Feb. 15, after the paper 
went to press. The team plays its 
final regular season game on Satur
day, Feb. 18 at Calvin. As of now, the 
Hornets are still tied with Tri-State 
for fourth place in the league. 


"We have an opportunity to win 
our first playoff game in five years," 
Herman said. "Hopefully we can 
build on the way we played in the 
last few games and keep it rolling a 
little longer." 


After winning three in a row, the Hornets took a step 
backward with their 59-55 home loss to tenth-ranked 


( Albion on Saturday, Feb. 11. 
An 8-0 run by Albion in the second half looked like 


Crawford scored a game-high 
19 and was 13-of-18 from the free 
throw line. The Hornets were just 
5-for-12 from the line as a team. 


Zak Silas also scored 19 for Albion, including four 
The league tournament for K begins Feb. 22, either 


at home or Tri-State. 


Fourth place for men and women at MIAA finals 
Roger Garfield 
SPORTS EDITOR 


Behind impressive swims from first
years Bobby Dekker and Katie Stefl, the 
Kalamazoo College men's and women's 
swimming and diving teams each took 
fourth place in the MIAA Championship 
meet held Feb. 9-11 in Jenison. 


"I am very proud of my teams," coach 
Kath)( Milliken said. "Although these were 
not our highest finishes ... they swam with 
heart and determination." 


Calvin won for the second consecutive 
year on the women's side, while Olivet 
took its first ever title in the men's com
petition. 


Dekker placed first, second and third 
in three separate events to lead the men. 
With a time of I :54.52 in the 200 1M, he 
finished first and registered an NCAA pro
visional time. After being seeded second 
behind Hope's Kyle Waterstone, Dekker 


dug down in the final race and shaved one 
second off his preliminary time to take 
the victory. 


"To earn a national cut and win an 
event as a freshman was incredible to see," 
Milliken said. "Overall, he dropped four 
seconds in this event this year. 


Dekker took home a second place in 
the 400 1M, and he had three fellow Hor
nets (freshman Ryan Booms and juniors 
Joey Arce and Chris Heintz) join him in 
the top 12 places. Each swimmer to place 
in the top 12 earned their team points. 


Dekker also finished third in the 200 
fly, where three other teammates accom
panied him in the top 12 (freshmen Jim 
Entwistle and Don Kimball, and sopho
more Robert McNabb). 


Senior Joe Waller finished his career 
in respectable fashion with a time of21.38 
in the 50 free - just seven tenths behind 
the winner. Booms placed third in the 200 
breast. 


For the women, Stefl racked up two 
second places and one third. She began 
her meet with a second place finish in 
the 500 free and a time of 5:13.54. The 
winner, Calvin's Becky Weima, posted a 
time of 4:59.53, a league record. She also 
set league records in the 100 and 200 free 
in addition to her record in the 50 free. set 
in 2004. 


Stefl took second in the 400 1M 
(4:42.25) and third in the 200 fly 
(2: 11.94). 


"Katie was very impressive this 
year," Milliken said. "She broke varsity 
records in 200 fly, 400 1M and 500 free 
- barely missing national cuts in all of 
those events." 


Senior Shannon Bauer fillished fourth 
in the 200 free, with a last 25-yard sprint 
Milliken called "the best I have ever seen 
in a race." 


The women's 200 free relay team 
of senior Kristin Evans, junior Elizabeth 


Garlow, junior Kristen Dominguez and 
Bauer took third to kick off the meet. 


The team's other third place came from 
first-year Maegan Connochie in the 100 fly, 
with a time of 59.75. It was the first time 
she had broken the one-minute barrier; it 
was also a Kalamazoo record. 


In diving, senior Todd Robosan secured 
third in the 3-meter event for the men. 


"It was so exciting to see him go out 
with his best performance at the conference 
meet ever," Milliken said. 


Sophomore Piper Worthington took 
fourth in the 3-meter and sophomore Jamie 
Schonberg placed fifth in the I-meter to 
help out the women. 


At this point, Dekker is the only swim
mer to qualify for nationals. Earlier in the 
year, Schonberg qualified for both diving 
events. Now, Milliken says, they have to 
wait several weeks to see if they are invited 
to the national meet (Mar. 16-18 in Minne
apolis). Their cuts are not automatic bids. 












Katie Prout 
STAFFWRITIR 


On Feb. 21, the College Republicans 
and College Democrats sat down for a 
debate on foreign policy, intelligence, 
and torture issues for the first time in 
Kalamazoo College history. 


"I hope it turns into name calling and 
mudslinging" said first year Ryan Patton. 
While Patton was not entirely disap
pointed in his desire to see the integrity 
of conversation sparked by the first ever 
College Democrat and College Repub
lican debate degenerate throughout the 
evening, for the most part the mutual goal 
of the Republicans and the Democrats to 
maintain order and thoughtful, respectful 
debate was achieved. 


With President of Student Com
mission David Council K'06 serving to 
moderate "our scholars," the debate began 
with the Democrats speaking first, having 
won a coin toss earlier that evening. Col
lege Democrat representative Sam Sedaei, 
K'06, opened with a critique of particular 
provisions of the Patriot Act. 


While Sedaei does not reject the entire 
act, he argued that it gave the president 
"too much unnecessary latitude to infringe 
on civil liberties and the lives of every
day innocent Americans." "Every law in 
America should live up to its name. There 
is nothing patriotic about violating civil 
rights," said Sedaei. 


President of the College Republicans 
Greg LaVoy, K'06, offered the rebuttal for 
the conservatives. He asked the audience 
what was the best way to fight against 
radical Islamic terrorists. LaVoy found 
that the Patriot Act was the most "vital, 
common sense way." 


"Protecting against terrorism on the 
homeland would be difficult ifnot impos
sible without the Patriot Act. The most 
controversial acts are the most important," 
said LaVoy. 


Next, the debate progressed to discus
sion of the recent controversy surrounding 
domestic wire surveillance. 


College Democrat Andrew Tyner, 
K'09, spoke quickly and alluded to the 
past court cases and rulings on privacy 
and the executive powers ofthe president 
concerning this issue. He said that the 
president's authority was at its lowest 
point. 


Joe Mansour, K'06, called the surveil
lance act a program with a highly targeted 
and limited focus. He said that only 500 
people in U.S. had their phones wire
tapped, and they had known or suspected 
ties to terrorism. Mansour said it was not 
a matter of domestic surveillance, but 
rather a fundamental program to protect 
national security that is within constitu
tional boundaries. 


Jimmy Kelly, K'08, opened the final 


See Debate on page 2 . 


Daily Show, Wi-Fi coming to dorms 
Elana Tornquist 


STAFFWRITIR 


Some students' wishes and ideas are being implemented on campus - satellite 
TV and wireless access will be installed in the common lounges of aU of the dorms 
on campus. ' 


The upgrades, funded by the Capital Improvements Fund, are part of recent renova
tion plans inspired by Student Commission and carried out by Student Development. 


According to Dean of Students Dana Jansma, renovations, which are applied to 
one or two residence halls every summer, usually aren't so exciting. "We've upgraded 
plumbing, lighting, and added fire sprinkler systems. All of these renovations do not 
stand out, but they improve the lives of students and would be missed if they were not 
there," Jansma said. 


However, Student Development makes it a point to make renovations that reflect 
the desires of student dorm dwellers where possible. For example, Jansma said the 
students said they were tired of the institutional feel of the walls. 


"When we renovated Severn and Crissey Halls this summer we added a lot of color, 
covered up a lot of white and peach," she said. 


The decision to gradually introduce satellite TV and wireless Internet into the dorms 
was reached when the past and present Presidents of Student Commission met with 
administrators to express student interest in cable in the dorms. Since it is expensive to 
install cable in individual rooms, the satellite lounges are a compromise. 


"[The lounges] in Crissey and Severn are pilots," said Jansma. "We wanted to see if 
students used the lounges, enjoyed them, and took care of them." According to Jansma, 
the response to the lounges so far has been "overwhelmingly positive." 


As for the wireless Internet, the aim was convenience to go along with the popu
larity of laptop computers on campus. "It doesn't make sense to lug a computer with 
cables all the way downstairs and plug it into an Ethernet port," Jansma said. "With 
wireless, you can bring your computer down with your laundry and work on homework 
while you wait." 


Students in Severn and Crissey should be aware that these opportunities are avail
able. "It seems that many students still don't know about the wireless in particular," 
Jansma said. "There was a little bit of advertising at the beginning of the year, and 
we've been telling the RAs to really play it up." 


~------------------------------------------------------------------------.----------, From left to right: 
Jimmy Kelly, Andrew 
Tyner, Sam Sedaei, 
David Council, Greg 
LaVoy, Joe Mansour, 
and David Kunzia par
tici pate in the fi rst 
Democrat/Republ i
can debate. Partici
pants focused on 
issues of national 
security, includ
ing the Patriot Act, 
Guantanamo Bay, 
and NSA wiretapping. 
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1 21 ON THE QUAD 
The V.I.P. List 
As the Index s newest column, The V.IP. List highlight.l· students 
who are Volunteers for International Programs 


Name: Morgan Hague, K'06 


Birth date: August 29, 1983 


Studies at K: Chemistry 


Activities at K: Morgan is 
yet another highly involved 
K student spending her time 
as a Career Advisor in the 
Center for Career Develop
ment, a three-year runner on 
the Kalamazoo College Cross Country Team, and an almost 
permanent fixture as a vohmteer for Dr. Kim Cummings' Build
ing Blocks Neighborhood Development Practicum. Morgan 
likes to round out her weeks at Zazio's on Thursday nights, 
accompanied by her housemates and followed by a late night 
trip to Sweetwater's Donut Bakery. 


Study Abroad Site: Chiang Mai, Thailand 


A Typical Day on Study Abroad: In the mornings, Morgan 
would wake up either on a beach or in an undersized, thatched
roof cabin in a small village in the northern mountains. After a 
gigantic breakfast (served by her host family), she would go to 
work on a sustainable farm, hike through thick jungle to study 
the native ecology, 0. go snorkeling in the Andaman Sea. This 
mid-morning activity would be interrupted by a snack, only to 
be resumed and re-interrupted by another gigantic meal, again 
cooked by her host family. She would spend her afternoons 
harvesting rice with the villagers (with a snack) and rounding 
out the evening with one last community feast accompanied 
by town hall-like discussions with other community members 
conducted in any combination offoU! different languages. 


Some Uuique Things About Thailand: "Thai people are the 
most friendly people in the world who will readily tell you that 
they are incredibly happy about yoU! obvious weight gain while 
living under their care." Thailand is a very diverse country in 
both natural and social ecosystems. As part of the Thailand 
Study Abroad program, students are able to experience many 
ofthose new and foreign environments with direction and guid
ance that sets the ISDSI program apart. Morgan also loved the 
candidness of the Thai people - evident from one of the first 
questions asked upon meeting her host family, " ... whether you 
have a husband 'yet' or not." There is, apparently, no appropri
ate response. She also warns to be prepared for delicious food 
in large quantity. 


What You Tell Someone GOing to Thailand Next Fall: "Take 
lots of Pepto-Bismal with you and please, please, eat a huge 
amount of rot dee!" 


-Compiled by Joel Haas. K '06 
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The Index 
DebatelF ocus on national security issues 


Continued from page 1. 


topic of the night -- torture. Kelly called incidents 
like Abu-Ghraib "heinous acts detrimental to our 
international reputation and high moral ideals ." Not 
only that, Kelly said, but no real valuable information 
was gathered. 


"These incidents are not isolated and not unknown 
by Bush," Kelly said. "We need to be an example for 
international law and basic human morals." 


Republican David Kudzia, K'08, countered by 
stating that terrorists forfeit their rights as prisoners 
of war. Regardless, Kudzia said, the terror reports 
were "patently false ... the U.S. does not condone 
torture." He said incidents like sleep deprivation did 
not constitute torture, and neither actins like forced 
feeding through a tube, actions taken to keep the 
suspects alive. 


When it came time for the audience to participate, 
Council asked that people stay short, on topic, and 
polite. While no women were a part of the debate on 
stage, the first question was asked by Nina Young, 
K'09. She wanted the Republican representatives 
to explain why forcibly inserting a feeding tube up 
the nose of an unwilling prisoner was not consid
ered torture to them, especially when it was a clear 
:violation of their personal will. LaVoy said that the 
Americans could not let the prisoners die while under 
their watch. 


One male student in the audience rose with a 
question for what he named the skeptics party for 
increased power. 


"Why are there no speedy trials for the terror 


suspects? Is it because we don't know how long it will 
take them to crack?" he said. 


Above all, Council called for the audience to try 
to remain civil and organized, especially after one 
male student rose to ask why would anyone try to 
call anywhere in the Middle East unless they had a 
criminal reason. 


"I don't know any of my friends who would call 
these places. It's a weird place to call," he said. 


In response, Sedaei said that he called home every 
weekend to Iran to speak with to his family. 


Both party leaders ended thanking Council, the 
audience, and others involved for participating in the 
event. 


After the event, Sedaei said he wanted to support 
this dialogue in part to help the conservative voice of 
the campus be heard. 


"Often, conservatives hold back in class because of 
the climate. This really bothers me. Tonight, we came 
as equals so people would hear them. I am unhappy 
that there were people here that were not so civil, but 
it definitely went better than ok. " 


LaVoy said everything went very well, especially 
after considering that the event was a non-LAC on a 
Tuesday night during 8th week. 


"Both sides prepared good arguments and were 
able to articulate their points. The follow up questions 
were provoking, but nothing took me by surprise, 
"LaVoy said. 


Audience member Julie Nguyen, K'07, defining 
herself as a moderate, said that "the evening regardless 
of its outcome, was the product of both parties putting 
aside their differences." 


IRQ] lights resistance to war with peace vigil 
David Nachtweih 
EDITOR~N-CHIEF 


Members of the Kalamazoo College community 
gathered on the steps of Stetson Chapel to ask, pray 
or meditate for peace Monday night, Feb. 20 . 


The peace vigil, organized by the lnternational 
House of Justice (IHOJ), was designed as an oppor
tunity to reflect on the current war in Iraq and its 
consequences for community members. 


"It's really important that we all take time to 
understand what's going on in the world," said IHO] 
member and vigil organizer Katie Gifford, K'08. "We 
should use our intelligence and our passion to make 
change." 


About twenty students were present at the vigil's 
commencement. After lighting candles from one 
another, the group made a Circle on the chapel's steps. 
Gifford asked the group to learn the words of "We 
Shall Overcome" with her. 


"A lot of people feel like they are forgotten about," 
Gifford said. This evening. she said, was intended to 
remember them and give them a voice. 


I I 


Together the group left the steps, carrying their 
candles. They walked around the quad, singing the 
song Gifford had taught them. 


When they returned to the chapel, the students were 
joined by five others, including Chaplain Mary Ellen 
Ashcroft. Several students read poems about peace, 
and then Gifford opened up the vigil for comments or 
thoughts. Ashcroft reflected on the symbolic weight 
of each candle. 


"Each of our candles would amount to about 4,000 
[lives lost in Iraq]," Ashcroft said. 


Current U.S . estimates place military casualties at 
2,274. Unofficial estimates have placed lraqi civilian 
deaths between 17,000 and 37,000. A study published 
in the journal Lancet in October placed civilian casual
ties as high as 100,000. 


Despite the evening's somber mood and low atten
dance, Gifford was hopeful. "I feel like tonight was a 
success," she said. For her, the vigil was a small, but 
necessary step. 


"It ' s not done enough," Gifford said of peace 
vigils. "Tonight was a good tester. I'm definitely will
ing to put more on." .. . .. 
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Public library's fourth annual Reading Together program underway 


Roger Garfield 
SPORTS EDITOR 


For the fourth consecutive year, the Kalamazoo 
Public Library has teamed with other area organizations 
to launch its annual Reading Together program, which 
kicked off last week with a library reading of this year's 
book, "The Things They Carried," by Tim O'Brien. 


Reading Together is a program which encourages 
residents from all over Kalamazoo County to read the 
same book at the same time . During the next four weeks, 
people will have the chance to participate in community 
forums such as panel discussions, lectures and presenta
tions to accentuate the effects of the book. 


"The Things They Carried" is a collection of fic
tional accounts from Vietnam War veterans who, through 
varying perspectives, shed light on the many emotions 
provoked by war. First published in 1990, the book has 
received numerous accolades: The New York Times 
named it one of the top ten books of 1990; it received 
the Chicago Tribune Heartland Award in fiction; and it 
was a finalist for both the Pulitzer Prize and the National 
Book Critics Circle Award. 


Now, Reading Together organizers hope it will be the 
focus of thousands of Kalamazoo County residents. 


"Last year, we figure 7,000 people read the book and 
attended one or more of the programs," said Marti Fritz, 
community relations manager for the project. 


The book for 2005 was James McBride 's "The Color 
of Water. " When two community churches hosted events 
correlated with the book last year, Fritz said the response 


was impressive. 
"They were 500-seat capacity churches, and in both 


cases, they were packed. Just packed." 
In consideration for this year's book, a committee 


of30 to 50 community members - including principals, 
teachers, business and media representatives, library 
patrons, and, of course, librarians - deliberated over a 
list of more than 100 titles and finally decided on "The 
Things They Carried." 


"The wisdom of that whole group seems to ignite 
interest in the whole community," Fritz said. 


In the past three years, Fritz says that the selected 
books have had a positive influence on the community, 
and she sees that as the ultimate goal for the program. 


"Overall, the book somehow has an impact on the 
people who read it and discuss it," she said. "Somehow, 
it changes their world view; it opens them up to issues 
they may not have thought about very much." 


When Reading Together originated four years ago, 
the Kalamazoo Community Foundation helped get the 
program off the ground by providing a grant from their 
"Better Together" initiative . While the grants from that 
proposal no longer serve as the prime source of funds 
for the program, the Foundation continues to playa large 
role, only now, more than 30 different organizations 
have given to the effort. Six of those donors have given 
more than $1,000 to the project, including Kalamazoo 
College. 


Part of the funding allows for the program to give 
complimentary copies of the book to certain co=unity 
groups with an interest in reading it. This helps Reading 
Together achieve another one of its goals. 


"When Reading Together first began, we thought, 
'wouldn ' t it be great to have a community reading pro
gram to bring people from all segments of the community 
together?'" said Fritz. "Our funding, specifically, helps 
us do this." 


This year, with "The Things They Carried," Fritz 
thinks readers can apply the principles of the book to 
veterans back home. It's especially important now, as 
members of the armed forces return to the United States 
after tours of duty in Iraq. 


"We hope people will go forward with a feeling of 
how they can help veterans go forward with civilian life," 
Fritz said. 


To honor area veterans, Reading Together has orga
nized a series of Vietnam-oriented events throughout the 
four-week period, which will culminate in an appearance 
by O'Brien at Western Michigan University's Miller 
Auditorium on March 21. All events can be found on the 
program's website at www.readingtogether.us. 


Notes 


Reading Together is just one of many one-book 
projects around the country based on Seattle librarian 
Nancy Pearl's 1998 idea, "If All of Seattle Read the 
Same Book." Since then, in Michigan alone, nearly 50 
one-book programs have been carried out in more than 
15 communities. 


In 2004, the Reading Together selection was "Nickel 
and Dimed," by Barbara Ehrenreich. In 2003 - the first 
year of the program - the Kalamazoo community read 
"Fahrenheit 451," by Ray Bradbury. 


Kanaan challenges civilization clash, Muslim stereotypes 
Kate C. Thomas 


STAFF WRITER 


Providing glimpses into her cross
cultural experiences in the Middle East 
and America, Palestinian Shadia Kanaan, 
explained in chapel Friday why her life 
is "Not the Clash of Civilizations, but a 
Harmony of Cultures." 


Contrasting with political scientist 
Samuel Huntington's argument that modern 
conflicts will result from the clash of cul
tures - especially between Islam and the 
western world - Kanaan suggested seeing 
interactions on a human level, a move she 
thinks would eliminate conflict. 


"We should always remember that 
peace and harmony begin with the individ
ual at the most private and human level," 
she said. "When things are reduced to the 
human level, conflict ends." 


Hoping to bridge the American-Pal
estinian divide, Kanaan addressed topics 
ranging from commonly-held American 


stereotypes of Muslims to the recent Pal
estinian elections by incorporating facts , 
anecdotes, and her understanding of the 
Arab and Muslim worlds. 


Kalamazoo resident Frank Jamison, 
who lived and worked in Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia, saw Kanaan 's lecture as an oppor
tunity to expand his view ofIslam. "Shadia 
gives a very different view. She gives the 
cultural context of her form ofIslam, which 
is more conciliatory [than conservative 
Islam in Riyadh]," he said. "I need to hear 
that." 


Devout in her religion, which the 
press often reduces to a faith of Islamic 
fundamentalists, Kanaan entreated the 75 
audience members to distinguish between 
fundamentalism and militant Islam. 


"Fundamentalism means going back 
to the roots," she said, using American 
Christian fundamentalists as an example. 
"In our understanding ofIslam, let's try to 
separate the two." 


Provost Gregory Mahler, who spe
cializes in Israeli-Palestinian politics, 
supported Kanaan's efforts to present a 
different and personal side of Palestinian 
life. "Americans need to see that Palestin
ians are something other than terrorists," 
he said. 


Indeed, Kanaan's stories about grow
ing up, going to a Quaker boarding school, 
and meeting her husband through an 
arranged marriage provided a uniquely per
sonal glance into one Palestinian's life for 
the students, faculty, staff, and community 
members who attended. 


After moving to America more than 
30 years ago, now well-adjusted Kanaan 
recalled the novelty of one-stop shopping 
at Meijer, her initial fear of dogs, and her 
confusion with American football: "It was, 
you know, weird," she said, as the audience 
laughed. "What really dazzled me was the 
mailman that comes to your house," she 
said. "And, it was absolutely exhilarating 


to vote." 
As someone who believes in the power 


of education, Kanaan learned how to weave 
her thread into the fabric of American 
society. "The main spirit of American life 
is volunteerism," she said. 


With charity as a fundamental 
tenet of Islam, Kanaan brought her two 
worlds together through volunteerism in 
Kalamazoo. She participates in numerous 
organizations in Kalamazoo, including, but 
not exclusively, Kalamazoo Non-Violent 
Opponents of War (KNOW) and Women 
In Black, a non-violent group that mourns 
the victims of war and violence. 


Reiterating the importance of interact
ing on the individual human level, Kanaan 
closed with a prayer, envisioning peace 
by means of more inclusion and less ste
reotyping. "Lastly," she said, "let us pray 
for a world where we may be free to walk 
separately, but to have the focus and the 
friendship to still walk together." 
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Seniors honored for leadership MCC recognizes professors, students 


Aaron Aujlperlee ___ _ 


rart ot 
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Dlf'ler. h rrl r n .... 1I! ~ nee I dill tJ
<;;'ucle,t Deve op-nen office 10 reco n l 
those m~moers of 'he $Cl!lC' c1as \\ho 
have lead 111 a ~pecific field and ha\ e been 
involved in the college's commumty for 
all four years. 


"It's just nice to be recognized," said 
Associate Dean of Students Karen Joshua
Wathel of the ceremony. She said it was 
especially important for those students 
whose work is not generally recognized 
by the community. 


At the dinner. students received a 
certificate and a small plastic award in the 
shape of a flame. On both, the student's 
name along with the award and date were 
written. 


In early January, a board composed 
of 10shua-Wathel and Associate Deans of 
Students Barb Vogelsang and Dana 
Jansma sent invitations out to 
both faculty and staifto nominate 
a student they felt "exemplifies 
'enlightened leadership' and sets 
a positive example for others to 
follow," the letter read. 


Because both faculty and staff 
are able to nominate students, 
someone who shows exceptional 
leadership working in informa
tion services can be nominated 
along side some one recognized 
for their leadership in a classroom 
or on a court. 


be III !,'ood ,l.. Jeml<; r,J 
at thc Col\t;g~ 


In her opcning tatement" Prcsident 
WIlson-Oyelaran Said "you have Just 
begun to learn "hat it is to I~ad .. . trans
form whatever place you happen to bc." 
She told the nominees that that must 
continue to make "important changes in 
the community." 


Parents and family members were 
also invited to attend the event. Some 
parents came from as far away as Iowa 
and Texas. 


For the college, the hope is that The 
Senior Leadership Awards will become 
an 8lillual tradition to encourage college 
community involvement as well as greater 
Kalamazoo involvement. 


Stc\crs- rr"1SS descnbtd the acl1\ I I , 'ler 
NEWS EDITOR t1 d ,~~ do \\1th tilt; ckn~ tm tudents 


nIT' S,Jf \\111 s~ ene 'JcI- d It." As part of 
JrthhaJe's .... ';lUalsclc'KcfJtr. It .ld(rl~1t \e 
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\e~-T u~, II!~U rruft. ors C Justt" B;::ne a fe\\ of the projects. ":bey (the 
at l<.alamazoo ( ('liege, the Faculty ~ l .... rnstry s .IdL,;nl~) taKe lim gs 11 at cxrr 1 'I) 
nUllity ~T\ ce-Learr <Y just happen and 
Award m rtXogrUlion of exp am what IS 


thetr continued COmmIt- happenmg," Ste-
ment to seIVlcc-leam- wns-Truss said. 
ing in the Kalamazoo According 
community on Thursday, to Stevens-Truss 
February 16 in Flint, though, ser\ice-
Mich. learning is not 


Th e Mi ch iga n just about making 
Campus Compact chemistry fun 
(MCC) promotes the for elementary 
expansion of campus- . students. ''K stu-


. .. courtesy 1 Campus compact 
wl~e servlce-Iearrung The Kalamazoo College delegation poses with dents h~ve to get 
projects to engage s~- President Wilson-Oyelaran after the ceremony. something out of 
dents in the communities it too," Stevens
surrounding them. Each year, the MCC honors Truss said. 'The best way to lean! a subject is 
facuIty and staff members from institutions to teach it" 
across fue state who highlight, according to the Service learning provides K students a way 
MCC, "the very best in higher education." of taking what fuey have lean!ed in class and 


Dr. Esson uses service-learning in her combining it with a meaningful partner in the 
Introductory Chemistry and Analytical Chem- community. It allows students to grow academi
istry courses. The intro students partner with cally as well as service wise, said Stevens-Truss. 
Kalamazoo Public Schools to bring chemistry ''It has become part of the ethos of my class." 
into fueir classrooms. Her analytical students Kalamazoo College's commitment to ser
work with community-based organizations to vice-learning has been long recognized by the 
test for lead and develop lead poisoning edu- MCC said Alison Geist, the director of the Mary 
cation progf3ll1s in neighborhoods. She also Jane Underwood Stryker Institute for Service 
involves her students with environmental groups Learning. She Won fue staff award last year to 
and fue county health department to test swface join previous K winners, professors Kim Cum-
water quality. mings, Bruce Mills and Robert Grossman. 


Dr. Stevens-Truss also couples service- Geist nominated Dr. Esson and Dr. Ste-


As a result, the Senior Leader- Indexstaffers, David Nachtweih,JoeMansourand 
ship Awards showcased students Aaron Aupperlee, were among the 25 honored. 


learning wifu her introductory and upper level vens-Truss for the awards this year. ''Both have 
chemistry courses. In Introductory to Chemistry been such energetic and inspiring leaders as 
II, students design an experiment at K relating practitioners of service learning. They model 
to a topic of fue course using only consumer civic engagement to students," Geist said. She 
products. Then, the students go and work with added "I fuink it is amazing we have two women 
students at NorthgaIe Elementary on a watered- in the chemistry deparbDent with a service-lean!-
down yet exciting aspect of fueir projecl ing approach." 
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Seniors shift from actors to directors in Senior Performance Series 


David Nachtweih 
EDITOR·IN·CHIEF 


Four senior theater majors make their directing debuts during 
this weekend's Senior Performance Series, Feb. 23-26. 


A tradition for over twenty years and a formalized process 
for the past five, the Senior Performance Series provides theater 
majors with the chance to contextualize their on-stage and behind 
the scenes experience in a production of their own. 


"They are the lifeblood of the theater department," said 
Professor and Theater Arts Department Chair Ed Menta. "It is a 
tradition of students creating their own theater. It's theirs." 


This year's creators include Yann Lee, Lisa Ludwinski, Zoe 
Marshall-Rashid, and Lourin Sprenger. Their productions this 
weekend constitute halfofthe senior-directed plays this year. Four 
more plays will be produced during spring quarter. 


For the seniors, the productions present opportunities to tackle 
their interests in theatrical genres and social themes, while at the 
same time expressing their creative vision. 


'''The best part about directing is that you can take your own 
ideas and mold them into this piece, and then everyone is going 
to take away something different," Ludwinski said 


Ludwinski's production, "Caryl Churchill Presents," com
bines four scenes from four different Caryl Churchill plays, 
addressing issues of feminism, gender and homosexuality. But 
despite the depth of her subject, Ludwinski said her intention is 
not to force viewpoints down her audiences' throats. 


"I don't want to ever throw something at someone - you 
have to believe," she said. '''That's what I think is important about 
doing theater about social change ... [ the audience] can make their 
own connections and walk away with their own personal revela
tion or something." 


"Caryl Churchill Presents" also grew from Ludwinski's the play's genre gives Lee a break. Done in the Renaissance genre 
belief that theater is "more accessible to some people" than books of the Commedia dell'arte, "The Flying Doctor" uses stock char
or lectures. acter types Lee believes audiences are familiar with. Frequently, 


"I connect to art forms mO(e than I connect to a history book," he said, they come up in popular culture. 
Ludwinski said. "Jackie and Kelso (That 70's Show) are the stereotypical 


Marshall-Rashid echoed Ludwinski's desire to express her lovers from the Commedia dell'arte," Lee said. 
own thoughts about theater on stage. Her emphasis in her produc- In her production of "Homebody," Sprenger faced the chal-
tion of Federico Garcia Lorca's "The lengeofbeingboththesolecastrnember 
Love of Don Perl imp lin" was on the and director. She plays a middle-aged 
fantasy in the world that Lorca creates. British woman delivering a monologue 


"What 1 was trying to create [in about her dreams, and the challenge of 
Don Perlimplin] was a piece that was acting and directing in the piece. 
beyond realism," Marshall-Rashid said, "[D]elivering such a powerful 
"something that could only happen in piece to an audience .. .it's very nerve-
the theater." raking," she said. "It only falls on me if 


To produce a show beyond realism, it's a failure." 
Marshall-Rashid said she worked with Based on Tony Kushner's "Home-
the actors to develop a physical mani- bodylKabul," Sprenger's production 
festation of the characters. One thing she i uses only the first act of Kushner's two-
had her actors do was say their lines like Ryan Fark, K'09, and Richard K'09, act play. Sprenger also made substantial 
they were reciting poetry. rehearse in costume for "The Flying Doctor." cuts to the woman's monologue, cutting 


"We have license to do more it from an hour and a half to 40 minutes. 
extreme physical things," she said. "We're not confined to trying Removing pieces of the text, she said, was the most difficult part 
to present something realistic." . of the entire process. 


Yann Lee took advantage of a similar license in his produc- "To say I'm a college student and I'm going to do this 
tion of'''The Flying Doctor" by Moliere. In Lee's play, the actors completely different was a difficult choice to make," Sprenger 
wear masks, which he said changes the style of the cast's acting. said "But I also feel it's important to do what will make this my 
To help them adapt, he coached his actors to magnify their normal own." 
actions to compensate for the loss of facial expression. The series culminates nine months of preparation and five 


"Normally, if someone's angry they might clench their fist," weeks of rehearsal. "I've gotten a lot out of it," Marshall-Rashid 
Lee said. "Here you're clenching your whole body." said, and although her experience has been positive, it was not 


While the masks pose problems for the actors' expressions, easy. "It's been very rewarding but very stressful." 


~---------------------------------------------, Energy Group solicits student input 
on environmental issues 


Nora Seilheimer 
STAFF WRITER 


Kalamazoo College's 
Energy Group is asking stu
dents for environmental aware
ness raising ideas. In return, 
the group is offering micro
grants worth up to $50. 


"We are full of great ideas," 
said Jeff Bartz, Chemistry pro
fessor and head of the Energy 
Group. "It will be exciting to 
see what the campus can come 
up with." 


The money comes from 
a $1000 mini-grant entitled 
"Energy in the 21 I Century: 
readings, discussion and 
action." By opening up their 


funds campus wide, the group 
wants to provide incentive for 
students to think about conser
vation. 


"We hope by opening it up 
we can solicit better ways to effi
ciently save energy on campus," 
said Energy Group member 
Tyson Cook, K'06. 


Applications for micro
grants will be available Monday 
of 9'h week and due April 14"'. 
These ideas will be reviewed 
by The Energy Group who will 
then select the applicants they 
see best fit. 


Those chosen micro-grants 
that directly aid in decreasing 
K College's utility bills will be 
matched financially by Facilities 


Management funds. 
"We wanted to involve 


the wider campus community 
in becoming more sustainable 
as far as energy conservation," 
Cook said. 


The Energy Group spoke 
enthusiastically about the 
micro-grant application pro
cess. They hope to see that all 
funds are utilized. 


To receive an application 
or to propose further questions 
or comments please e-mail Jeff 
Bartz at jbartz@kzoo.edu. 
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TH U RSDAYFeb. 23 


THEW 
performed by Lourin Sprenger and "Caryl Churchill Presents," directed by 
Ludwinski; 


8 P.M., Dungeon Theatre (LAC) - Senior Performance series, a collection of 
one-act plays directed by Kalamazoo College seniors; "Homebody," performed 
by Lourin Sprenger and "Caryl Churchill Presents," directed by Lisa Ludwinski; 
General admission is ~5 at the door. 


SATU RDAYFeb.25 
7 P.M., Dalton Theatre - "Mr. Kalamazoo Pageant, 2.006;" Come cheer 


fellow K students as they p'erform various stunts and talents and don wa 


FRI DAYFeb. 24 
10:50 A.M., Stetson Chapel - "Everything is Broken," a lecture by Writer


in-Residence Di Seuss 


clothing live on stage; ~4 tickets on sale at the door 


8 P.M., Dungeon Theatre (LAC) - Senior Performance series; "The Flyi 
Doctor," "directed by Vann W. R. Lee and "The Love of Don Perlimpin," di 
by Zoe Marshall Rashid 


8 P.M., Miller Auditorium (1903 W. Michigan) - "Tropical Paradise," a 
cert performed by the Kalamazoo Concert Band and featuring the Western J 


Quartet. Come and enjoy "a bit of the tropics" at 


5:30 P.M., Hoben Com
mons - "Soul Food Celebra
tion," hosted by the Black Stu
dent Organization; celebrate 
Black History Month with Soul 
Food that warms the Heart 
a'ld Soul 


Renowned soul ortist comes to Kolomozoo 
mid-winter event; admission and parking are free, d 
open at 7 


7 P.M ., Severn Lounge -
"Awesome Night," a fun-filled 
evening of open mic, fort con
struction, video games, card 
games, board games, and a 
raffle in which students can get 
the RAs to perform humorous 
tasks for them; food, snacks 
and chocolate fondue dip; 
everyone is welcome 


8 P.M. Dalton Theatre 
(LAC) - "Getting Lucky, Irish 
Style," sponsored by the Inter
national Student Organization 
(ISO) -- a performance by KC 
Cassily, K '08, of the Interna
tional Student Organization 
and the Quinn School of Irish 
Dance; features live perfor
mances by musicians and pro
fessional Irish dancers; a Ceili 
(Irish party) and St. Patrick's 


Friday, Feb. 2.4 
at 8 P.M., Kalamazoo 
State Theatre (404 S. 
Burdick) - Soul mu
sic artist and Detroit, 
Michigan native Bet
tye Lavette performs 
live on stage; Lavette 
is one of the great 
powerhouse voices 
of soul with amazing 
reviews from Bonnie 
Raitt and Elvis Costel
lo; tickets available at 
the State Theatre Box 
Office, TicketMaster 
outlets, by phone at 
2.69-373-7000 or online 
at www.ticketmaster. 
com; general admis
sion ~12. in advance, 
~13·50 the day of the 
show 
--Photo courtesy of the 
State Theatre 


9 P.M., Bell's Brewery (355 E. Kalamazoo) - Paul's 
Radio, a local roots rock band, performs live on stage; 
cover charge and must be 2.1 with ID 


SUNDAYFeb. 
2. P.M., Dungeon Theatre (LAC) - Senior Perform 


series; "The Flying Doctor," directed by Vann W. R. 
and "The Love of Don Perlimpin," directed by Zoe 
shall Rashid 


7 P.M., WJMD Radio - "The Sunday Soapbox," h 
by Nate Krefman, K'06, and Jimmy Kelly, K'08 


MONDAYFeb.27 
6 P.M., WJMD Radio - Emily Moreno and Alyssa 


Dooki (both K'09) play classical,jazz, swing, techno, 


Day snacks will follow that even in Trowbridge Hall's main lounge; admission 
~2. 


rock from the 80'S and onwards; Never any hip-hop or rap. 


6 P.M., Climb Kalamazoo - College Night; enjoy indoor rock climbing right 
the downtown area; admission is ~12, ~7 if you bring your own gear, and includ 
a climbing pass, gear rental, and a lesson if needed 8 P.M., Dungeon Theatre (LAC) - Senior Performance series; "Homebody," 
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EK AHEAD 
10 P.M., WJMD Radio - Emily Ackerman, K'09, plays mostly Indie music 


TU ESDAY Feb. 28 
7 P.M., WJMD Radio - Nina Young, K'09, plays hip-hop, R&B, and pop, and 


hosts various local campus artists and students 


8 P.M., WJMD Radio - Brian Seymour, K'06, plays everything ranging from 
The Beatles and The Clash to Handsome Boy Modeling School and Bela Fleck 


9 P.M., Kraftbrau Brewery (402 E. Kalamazoo) - GoGoGo Airheart, a hybrid 
band of late seventies post-punk and homegrown American Art Rock, performs 
live on stage; tickets ~7 


WEDNESDAYFeb.26 
8 P.M., WJMD Radio - "Marc's Musical Kornucopja," hosted by Marc Korn, 


K'09 


ONGOING 
. Light Fine Arts Building - The "Journey to Freedom" Art Exhibit continues 


this week through March 3 in the Art Gallery. The exhibit is a collection of 
paintings, sculpture, traditional masks and other mixed media from America 
and Africa. Hours are Monday through Friday, 10 AM. to 2 P.M . and 4 P.M. to 
8 P.M.; Saturday from 1 P.M. to 6 P.M.; and Sunday from 3 P.M. to 8 P.M. 


Kalamazoo Institute of Arts (314 S. Park) - "Energy and Inspiration: African
American Art from the Permanent Collection," a selection of paintings, prints, 
drawings, photographs and sculptures by African-American artists that give focus 
to both narrative and aesthetic concerns. Open 10 AM to 5 P.M on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays; 10 AM. to 8 P.M. on Thursdays; and Noon 
to 5 P.M. on Sundays; admission is free. 


Kalamazoo Valley Museum (230 N. Rose) - "Making America's Music: 
Rhythm, Roots, and Rhyme." Celebrate the diversity of American music in this 
hands-on traveling exhibition created by the Children's Museum of Boston and 
the Boston Symphony Orchestra. Designed to promote music appreciation and 
encourage music-making, the exhibit's playful environments evoke the flavor 
of musical genres like jazz, country, rock, and even rap. Conduct an orchestra 
from a podium, hop on the country music traveling tour bus, drum on a city 


ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 7 


WJMD brings music to campus 
Tuesdays,6 P.M., WJMD Radio 


- Amelia Estrich , K'08, and Hillary 
Evans (K'08, pictured here) playa 
mixture of jazz, hip-hop, Indie and 
folk. 


--Photo by Christopher Peplin 


street, enter the Jazz Club to experiment with vocal improvisation, or watch 
yourself dancing on a big screen as you learn dance crazes old and new. Perform
ers like Yo-Yo Ma, Branford Marsalis, and James Taylor talk about their musical 
inspirations in video interviews. I nteractive computer stations explore the basic 
elements of music and help children to make memorable musical connections; 
free admission; Hours are 9-5 on Mondays through Fridays; 9-9 on Saturdays; 
and 1-5 on Sundays 


thurs. Feb. 23 at Ipm 
Fri. Feb 24 at Ipm 


Sat. Feb. 25 at Ipm 
Sun. Feb. 26 at 2pm 


Homebody 
'P e.r'for'me.d by 
lA\Jr' e.n ,Spr' e.nge.r' 


Caryl Churchill 
Presents 
'Dir'e.cte.d by 
L~a L\Jdwin~ki 


Senior 
Performance 


Series 
Winter '06 


'he Flying Doctor 
'Dir'e.cte.d by Vann Le.e. 


'he Lov. 01 
Don Perlimplia 


'Dir'e.cte.d by 
Zoe. Mar'~hall


'Ra~hid 
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Chapel Chat: A brush with death 


I have close friends near Cambridge 
whose house was built as early as 1460. 
The beams are head-busting low. uneven, 
and almost black with age. 


During several weeks I stayed at 
Mill Green House, I started wondering. 
"How many people were born. right 
'Jere in this house?" And then, "How 
many people died in this house?" I real
ized that over the years there must have 
been babies and children who had been 
wept over, old people who had "passed 
mildly away," women who had died in 
childbirth, men who had succumbed to 
some sort of infection. 


For four hundred years at least, 
Mill Green House had been, not only a 
place where people laughed and loved 
and Jived, but also a place where people 
died. The beams had seen not only kids 
and dogs and cats, but people drawing 
their last breath. 


How different from our experience. 


Holly C. Gillis 
STAff WRITER 


Death rarely happens at home. but in a 
nursing home or a hospital, out of sight,· 
Ollt of mind. 


If we do encounter death, it's been 
samtized by fancy caskets and embalm
Ing. When I performed my first funeral 
I struggled to bring reality to those who 
had gathered. The embalmed man looked 
pleasant in the open coffin, not like the man 
who had drunk himself to death, '''Teaking 
terrible havoc on his family, colleagues, 
and neighbors. And when they eulogized 
him, you would have thought he was St. 
Francis. 


At the graveside in several funerals 
I've done, plastic grass drapes over the 
edge of the hole so that no one will have 
to face the reality that this person is really 
dead, and their body will be soon be in the 
ground. (Other traditions. especially Jewish 
ones are a lot better at rituals that embrace 
the reality of death). If I wanted some real 
dirt to put on the coffin, it was hard to get. 


To the well-dressed man with the vacant
pleasant but certainly not happy - smile, 
"I'd like some dirt." "A ... are you sure? 
Okay, then, I'll try to find you some." (How 
hard should that be in a cemetery where a 
certain amount of digging happens?!) And 
then back to me ten minutes later, he slips 
a tiny film container into my hand, "Here," 
he whispers. 


I believe our avoidance of death is a 
real problem. Of course it's not the kind of 
thing any of us really likes thinking about, 
but it is the ultimate statistical certainty: 
one out of one of us is going to die. 


Not only was death more apparent in 
earlier eras: death was seen as the great 
teacher. The Ars Morienda - The Art of 
Dying - was a theme in books and draw
ings, encouraging people to contemplate 
their 0"'11 mortality. It was believed that 
thinking about death would lead to clearer 
thinking about life and how to live it. 
Death's inevitability could give life greater 


HORNET'S NEST: A cosmic affair 
bers of the wait staff clearly had the interest of the guest at 
heart. 


meaning. 
That's what Ash Wednesday is about: 


it's a short cut reminder of death, a ritual 
prod to remind me that I will die. If! had 
all the time in the world, if I was going 
to live forever, maybe I wouldn't have 
to think about how I live. the choices I 
make. But I don't. In an Ash Wednesday 
service, ashes are put on your forehead, 
"Remember: from dust you came and to 
dust you will return." 


People often say that young people 
think they're immortal. They take un
necessary risks because they don't think 
they're going to die. I'm not sure about 
that, but I do believe that it's good for all 
of us to stop and remember that we are 
living on borrowed time, and to ask our
selves what we want our lives to mean. 


From 11:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. on 
Ash Wednesday, March I, I will lead a 
short, ecumenical service with ashes in 
Stetson Chapel. 


In an unexpected place in Kalamazoo, there is a restau
rant that was recently voted the best restaurant in southwest 
Michigan. Cosmo's Cuccina is located at the corner of Vine 
and Locust and the atmosphere within its walls is a welcome 
change from the winter without. 


The building has been around since the turn of the cen
tury. With a range of restaurants and corner stores, Cosmo's 
has been around for about IS years. Many of the restaurants 
featured the Spinach Feta Burger and Cosmo's continues the 
tradition. Now the pub O'Duffy's right below it, the restaurant 
welcomes all different sorts of people. 


Cosmo's Cucina 
804 W. Vine St. 
(269) 344-5666 


Greek salad and basmati rice, the golden brown, flaky puff 
pastry is put on display. Filled with three cheeses, spinach 
and herbs, the flavor explodes, mimicking a sensation that 
most days is left lacking. 


With very minimal ceiling lighting and some sting 
holiday lights, it almost seems as if the proprietor hoped 
to use light to make the room glisten. 


With that in mind, the chefforms a menu that is friendly 
to all. Her drive for distinction and brilliance is clearly shown 


in her menu. With courses ranging 
These tiny glimmers make the room 
feel wann, inviting and relaxing. 


Patrons contribute to a laid back 
yet fun atmosphere. Sophisticated but 
not stuffy jazz plays in the background 
with sudden bursts of laughter from 
pqtrons seemingly with a necessity 
to wind down. Cosmo's is as much a 
family place as it is a date place as it 


Filled with three cheeses, 
spinach and herbs, the fla
vor explodes, mimicking a 
sensation that most days is 


from lamb to duck to a variety of 
seafood dishes, the chef is able 
to show her range as well as her 
precision. 


The selection of appetizers 
showcases comfort food. Guests are 
encouraged to start the experience 
with hearty soups, seared scallops, 


left lacking. 


is a place for people to reconnect to their community as the 
restaurant maxes out at 49 patrons. 


A common complaint of those who do not enjoy eating 
out is that the wait staff does not seem engaged. No more 
engaged could my waiter Troy be. Recently recognized in 
the Kalamazoo Gazette for his service, after periodically 
looking around the restaurant Troy along with other mem-


rich cheeses and bread that has real 
crust as opposed to a darker continuation of the soft center. 


The chef, in addition, provides a range of vegetarian 
options that can be made, well, carnivorous. Alternatives to 
meat-based entrees include pasta, salads, as well as ethnic 
specialties like Bruschetta and Spanikopita. 


The Spanikopita is perhaps the most shining vegetarian 
dish, ifnotthe most shining plate overall. Served with a small, 


The salad, although out of the ordinary for those of us 
who still eat in the cafe, had lettuce that was green and tasted 
like greens instead of water. Blended with diced tomatoes, 
black olives, diced cucumbers and beets, the Mediterranean 
textures and flavors continued to compliment each other 
throughout the meal. 


For dessert, along with the standard tiramisu, the chef 
had prepared two homemade pies: Black Bottom pie and 
Peanut Butter pie. The Peanut Butter pie was unbelievable. 
The thickness and density of the graham cracker crust 
contrasted with the richness and airiness of the peanut 
butter center. 


It is completely possible to have a meal under $22. 
According to Tess Kilpack, K'06, "it's affordable because 
it's good." Clearly the food that one eats every day isn't 
going to change. Once and a while, one can shell out for 
a quality meal. 
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Po"nt-by-point recap of the DemocratIRepublican debate 


1 he Patnot \ct 


terrorism 
One pro\ Lion .1110\\ federal :.. Dts to 


secretly search a U.S. Cltl:t.eD'S hom.: \\1thout 
informing the person of that search for an 
unspecified period of time. Another provi
sion in the Act requires businessl:s, hospitals 
and libraries to turn over records in terrorism 
investigations and prevents the businesses from 
revealing to their patients or clients that these 
records were turned over to the govemment. 
The Patriot Act also allows federal agents to 
submit lists of people to financial institutions 
for account information without a judge's prior 
approval. 


In a poll taken by USA Today in 2004, 71 
percent of Americans disapproved the warrant
less sneak -and-peak provision, and 5 1 percent 
disapproved the library and other private records 
provision. 


Hence, many Democrats oppose the Patriot 
Act because DOthing about infringement into 
the lives of innocent citizens is patriotic and 
it is wrong to have the audacity of claiming to 
spread democracy in the world while killing it 
here at home. 


NSA Surveillance 


The National Security Agency's domestic 
spying program violates the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Act. The process established by 
FISA in 1978 dictates the warrant for a wiretap 
must be submitted to a secret court of seven 
federal district court judges, called the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Court. If this warrant 
is approved, a wiretap is legal. If Congress has 
declared a state of war, warrantless domestic 
surveillance is legal for the first 15 days after war 
has been declared. Important to note, according 
to U.S. Code Title 18 Article 25 II, FISA "shall 
be the exclusive means by which electronic sur
veillance, as defined in section 101 of such Act, 
and the interception of domestic, wire, oral, and 
electronic commwlications may be conducted." 
I note the term "exclusive means." 


The Department of Justice has attempted 
to argue that the warrantless domestic spying 
program is authorized by the Authorization to 
Use Military Force (AUMF), passed just days 
after September II. However, this authorization 
would be in direct contradiction to regulations 
under the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 


ilu code '\ 1th 


Many datm that III the "War on Terror" the 
FISA process IS too inefficient and cumbc~omc 
to eftectively fight terronsm. We believe FISA 
provides an adequate avenue for intelligence 
gathering. If, however, aspects of current law 
need to be changed (for example, it would be 
reasonable to claim that the time period for 
justification of an emergency wiretap needs to 
be increased), the law should be changed, and 
not just circumvented. 


Torture and Guantanamo Bay 


''No physical or mental torture, nor any 
other form of coercion, may be inflicted on 
prisoners of war to secure from them informa
tion of any kind whatever. Prisoners ofwarwho 
refuse to answer may not be threatened, insulted, 
or exposed to any unpleasant or disadvanta
geous treatment of any kind."-Article 17 of 
the Geneva Convention. 


The detention camps at Guantanamo Bay 
are illegal for several reasons, including the 
Geneva Conventions III and IV in tandem 
with Article VI of the Constitution. The United 
States Supreme Court has ruled that, contrary to 
popular belief, US courts do have jurisdiction 
over the camps in Guantanamo Bay. 


These actions are also illegal under the 
recently passed torture ban proposed by Sena
tor John McCain. This ban prohibits "cruel, 
inhuman, or degrading" treatment of detainees 
in US custody anywhere in the world. These 
provisions, so recently passed, were being vio
lated as soon as they became law because of the 
existence of Camp Delta. 


We cannot afford to condone any method 
of torture, no matter if it is life threatening or 
psychologically damaging. Instead, we must be 
an example to other nations, and earn the respect 
of our allies by abiding by international law and 
basic human morality. As the UN threatens to 
close the camps at Guantanamo Bay, it has been 
made clear that the rest of the world does not 
support our actions, and it is only with proper 
support from ally nations that we can ever hope 
to overcome the evils of terrorism. 


-Submitted by Sam Sedae~ Andrew Tyner and 
Jimmy Kelly 


r he Patriot Act 


(,'" lC;C 


cor lIT Jmtle , the Pr.: 1-


dcnt.nd ( ongress p.l sed 
thl- PatnotAct by OVef\\ I ehl'"ngly large n1<lID7I~ 
[oilo\\ 1118 .he terronst attaCKs of 200 I in order 
to protect Americans III a more comprehensive 
\\ y. l1le Act gives these departments the abil
ity to pursue terrorists \\itll the same tools and 
technologies with which they pursue other types 
of cnminals.Arnong others, these important tools 
include Supreme Court-sanctioned "delayed 
notification warrants" so as to not immediately 
inform prospective terrorists tlmt they are under 
observation, the ability to obtain important busi
ness and personal records through warrants, and 
to use roving wiretaps to track individuals regard
less of how many times they switch phones. 


These new tools of collecting information 
on prospective terrorists uniformly require war
rants and judicial review so as to ensure that none 
of the provisions are being abused and that civil 
liberties of average Americans are ensured. As a 
result, since 200 1 at least five American terrorist 
cells have been broken up, 40 I individuals have 
been charged in US terror-related investigations, 
and at least 5 I 5 individuals linked to the 9/11 
investigation have been deported - all without 
a single case of confirmed abuse of any provi
sion of the Patriot Act. While the contentious 
provisions are sma11 in number (16), they are 
among the most crucial to continued success 
in the prevention of attacks. The bottom line is 
that this Act does not diminish Americans' civil 
liberties, but allows the American governmentto 
track terrorists and prevent future attacks; for this, 
the Patriot Act deserves renewal in its entirety. 


NSA Surveillance 


The secret National Security Agency 
program to eavesdrop on suspected AI Qaeda 
operatives was very selectively targeted and 
limited in scope. The program conducts war
rantless surveillance of suspected AI Qaeda 
operatives abroad calling someone within the 
United States. The NSA conducts surveillance 
internationally without warrants, but for purely 
domestic surveillance, warrants are still required. 
The program has been vetted by the Justice 
Department, Congressional leaders were noti
fied, and it is reviewed every 45 days. 


This controversy can be split into two ques
tions: is the surveillance program legal? And, is 
it necessary? The program is legal. Numerous 
court rulings have upheld the president's right 


!l ,,\ cry pre<ildent s ~<.c r 
ovt:mdc F1SA in vital ca<;t;~ vfnatilll •• ll clmly 
rc l-:xtent the SA pronram "JOlates HSA, It 
I F ISA which IS Illeh I because It unCOil! t tu


tlllnally abndgcs the presidLTlt's po\\ t!rs as Com
mander-in-Chief. Furthermore f1SA is obsolete; 
the 13\\ was v.TItten in 1978, before the birth of 
the internet and the exponential increase in elec
tronic commwlications. As it stands FISA is not 
capable of responding to an agile enemy like AI 
Qaeda, which utilizes modem technology. 


The program is Ilecessary to prevent another 
attack on U.S. soil. The fact that AI Qaeda has 
not managed to successfully strike the U.S. since 
9/11 is not for lack of effort. Rather, because the 
government has tools, such as the NSA surveil
lance program, to monitor suspected terrorists, it 
can more effectively foil their nefarious plots. 


Torture and Guantanamo Bay 


With the invasion of Afghanistan in 200 I, 
many militant Islamic extremists came face to 
face with the resolve of the United States mili
tary. Hundreds of these fighters were captured, 
raising a new problem, were they Prisoners of 
War? 


The answer is no. They are not POWs, as 
defined by the Geneva Convention of 1949. 
They dress as civilians, hiding in plain sight, 
and treacherously attacking soldiers and civilians 
alike. By disregarding the fundamental differ
ence between soldier and civilian, and assuming 
the guise of innocence, they forfeit their rights 
asPOWs. 


The camps at Guantanamo Bay have 
allegedly tortured and abused prisoners. This 
is patently false. The United States does not 
condone the use of torture, as specifically stated 
in our Constitution and expressed through our 
signature of the 1994 UN Convention Against 
Torture, along with other international treaties. 


Numerous Congressional trips have been 
made to the prisons, as well as media and inter
national Red Cross missions. The prisons have 
been surveyed and nothing has been found to 
warrant these accusations. 


These detainees potentially hold valuable 
information that could help stop future attacks. 
Finally, these extremists still possess the will to 
inflict harm upon us and by releasing them we 
would grant them the means to harm us again. 


By Greg La Voy, Joe Mansour, and David 
Kudzia 
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A quick and dirty guide to the Raise the Wage campaign 


Jadyn Sanders 
COtmlBUTOR 


If you've passed through Hicks Center 
in the past few weeks, odds are you were 
addressed by an enthusiastic petition
brandishing volunteer. Or maybe you 
noticed the proliferation of POWER flyers 
detailing the effect of poverty on women. 
You may also have read Krissey Wawer's 
article in last week's edition of The Index. 
But just in case you've been under a snow 
covered rock the past few weeks, I'll 
enlighten you - there's a movement to 
raise Michigan's minimum wage, and the 
progressive organizations on campus are 
in the thick of it. 


The essential aim of this campaign 
is to present an increase in the mini
mum wage for a public vote during this 
November's midterm elections. In the 
proposed form, the wage will rise from 
$5.15 to $6.85 an hour on Jan. 1, 2007, 
and be readjusted biannually to account 
for inflation. Those excluded would be 
prisoners and self-employed workers under 
18 (i.e. baby-sitters). The minimum wage 
for tipped employees would also increase, 
from $2.65 an hour to $4.35. 


Many of you may be wondering what 
the possible effects of a raise in the mini
mum wage would have on the currently 


faltering Michigan economy. Since I'm 
not an economist, I spoke with Alexander 
Crable, co-founder of the Duke Journal of 
Public Affairs, who graciously gave me a 
rough analysis of the situation. 


According to Crable, the increase in 
the minimum wage will lead to a small 
increase in unemployment. Yet, he also 


The essential issue involved 
in the Raise the Wage Cam
paign is whether the poten
tial economic pitfalls would 
be balanced by the poten


tial social benefits. 


stated that the majority of businesses that 
employ at the minimum-wage level- fast 
food , for example - have such substan
tial profit margins that they would not be 
harmed by the increase. The real issue with 
the current Michigan economy is the floun
dering automotive industry. For example, 
even after the extensive cutting proposed 
by Delphi, entry-level factory jobs would 
pay $10 to $15 an hour, well above the 
$6.85 level. Crable stated that, given this 
premise, raising the wage would have little 


to no direct effect on the auto industry. He 
described it as a bad "symbolic move," as 
it would eventually lead to small increases 
in the prices of goods. However, he also 
cited a study in which a small area had its 
minimum wage raised with no negative 
effects on the local economy. This study 
seems to hold true for larger areas, such 
as the twelve other states with minimum 
wages above the federal minimum, as well 
as the effect of the 1996-1997 increase in 
the federal minimum wage from $4.25 
to $5.15, which was described as being 
"economically small and statistically 
insignificant". 


The essential issue involved in the 
Raise the Wage Campaign is whether 
the potential economic pitfalls would be 
balanced by the potential social benefits. 
A full-time job at minimum wage earns 
$10,712 a year, while the proposed wage 
increase would raise yearly earnings to 
$14,248 a year. According to the United 
States Census Bureau, the poverty line for 
a household of one is $9,645. However, 
those who rely on minimum wage jobs for 
their living, as POWER rightly pointed 
out, are often single mothers. For a single 
mother with a dependent child under 18, 
the 2004 poverty threshold was $13,020 
- $2,308 more than the yearly earning at 
minimum wage. It seems that the current 


minimum wage standard is destined to 
perpetuate working poverty. At the cur
rent rate of inflation, the real value of the 
minimum wage is continually decreasing. 
Surely no one would propose returning to 
Henry Ford's legendary "five-dollar day" 
because it was a generous living wage in its 
time. Just as no one would dream ofliving. 
on five dollars a day in today'sAmerica, it 
is equally invalid to consider the minimum 
wage increase of 1996-1997 fair. In the 
past, Congress has indexed the minimum 
wage to inflation. Why then must we be so 
reluctant to raise the wage now? 


The current stage of the Raise the 
Wage campaign is petitioning to get the 
issue on the ballot. If the state-wide peti
tion is successful, then the wage increase 
will be presented for public vote this 
November. The opportunity to put this on 
the ballot is one that should be taken. Mini
mum wage increases have been repeatedly 
shot down in the state Congress, and if the 
people of Michigan want to improve the 
standard ofliving of their fellow citizens, 
putting this up for vote is the ideal chance. 
If you are a registered voter in Michigan, 
please consider supporting this initiative 
with your signature now. Besides even if 
you decide not to support it in the fall, 
you can still support people having the 
opportunity to vote on the issue. 


FINDING YOUR WAY A weekly column from the CCO 


Marketing that self brand in five simple steps 
Brooke Nobis 
CONTRIBUTOR 


Whether we like to admit it or not, much as it would 
be with any other product, promoting yourself is the same 
as advertising yourself to an employer. For example, 
imagine you are selling a . There are many types 
of at the store, right? So how are you going to 
make your product stand out among the competition? 


Tbe first step is to determine your audience, that is, 
who do you want to buy the product? You research the 
area where you want to sell your product, and determine 
who buys the most of it. Determining your target market, 
right? 


After doing an analysis of your product and the 
benefits of using it, you develop an advertising campaign 
that persuades your audience that your product meets 
their needs and interests. It is important that you make 
sure that you package and present your product so it is 


attractive to your audience. 
Once your product hits the stores, you must be con


stantly re-evaluating your marketing approach. Be prepared 
to make changes if you find that you are 110t hitting your 
target audience, or if the target group changes in your 
area. 


Now apply these same principles to marketing yourself 
as the product in your job search. The steps are exactly 
the same. 


1.) Wbo is your audience? Research your field in the 
physical area where you want to work. Which organiza
tions want to hire people like you - with a Kalamazoo 
College degree? 


2.) Wbat are tbe current needs or trends witb these 
organizations? Is it expanding? Downsizing? Introducing 
new products or services? What regional or national issues 
affect them? For example, the economy, new laws/regula-


tions, etc. 


3.) What benefits do you bave to offer an 
employer? What will help them along in their organiza
tionlbusiness? Think in general and specific terms. 


4.) Develop a promotional campaign tbat targets 
the needs of your audience. This means your 'total 
package,' including your general appearance and atti
tude that match your audience, resume, cover letter, and 
application. These are the tools you use to market the 
product - YOU. 


S.) Constantly re-evaluate your approacb, and be 
prepared to make cbanges. Are you getting invited to 
interview? Are you getting job offers? You should ask 
people you know in the field (professors, networking 
contacts, career counselors, etc.) for feedback on your 
package and approach. 
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Ashley Brenke & Karen Doyle 


STAFF WRITERS 


In the best of times and in the worst 
of times, you too can have a sex toy of 
your very own. You may be afraid that 
sex toys are beyond the co-ed's budget 
(without resorting to fundraisers and 
selling plasma), but we here at the Sex 
Files have drawn up a list of toys for 
every budget. How do you define a 
"sex toy?" We describe a sex toy as an 
external aid that enhances sexual expe
riences in any setting. So, if you tire of 
the same-old-same-old, here are some 
suggestions of items to try no matter 
how much is in your coin purse. 


For those more thrifty spenders, 
we suggest common dorm room items. 
If you peek in your fridge, you could 
find carrots or cucumbers that, with the 
proper condom accessory, may be trans-
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formed into a satisfying appetizer. Aside 
from digging into the produce crisper, 
aphrodisiacs such as chocolate, whipped 
cream, or even oysters may spice up your 
evening meal, along with your sex play. 
Try drizzling chocolate over a special 
body part and see how quickly it becomes 
clean. Ice is easily found in Kalamazoo 
right now, and brings a certain perk back 
to your sex life. 


Is your appetite not looking for food? 
Lotion is often used to soothe itchy, dry 
skin; but perhaps it may be used to soothe 
those other itches; for example try a sen
sual massage. While in bed, take a feather 
from a pillow to tickle your partner's fancy 
by teasing the skin with a light touch. For 
the more adventurous, a bandana may be 
used to bind a partner. It is best to make 
sure both you and your partner are com
fortable with this idea before executing it 
and to agree on a safe word to signal when 


play time goes a little too far. 
Whether selling back your books or 


getting twenty dollars from a birthday 
card, sometimes you just have to treat 
yourself. If you head down to the local 
store, or over to your favorite sex toy 
website, it is easy to find toys that are a bit 
more sophisticated than a broom handle. 
Vibrators are a classic and come in every 
shape, color, and size you could want. We 
even found vibrators shaped like Hello 
Kitty and rabbits. If you are a bit shy 
about buying a vibrator, vibrating massage 
tools are widely available. Adventurous 
gentlemen might consider trying a pocket 
pal. If you are curious, use Google to find 
out just what we mean. 


Erotica and erotic videos are a great to 
bond with a partner, or just a way to spend 
some alone time. Videos, pictures, and 
stories come 'in many different genres and 
for many different tastes. On an especially 


tight budget right now? Check your 
local video store (but unfortunately, not 
Video Hits Plus) for a back room or visit 
the local Library for a good romance 
novel. Don't feel like going out? Try 
making your own! 


Want to make the ULTIMATE 
investment in your sexual pleasure? 
Aim for the top. The good folks at 
ReaIDoll.com offer a truly unique sex 
toy. Life size and anatomically correct 
male and/or female dolls are available 
(and fully customizable) to fulfill any 
fantasy. All you need is $ 6,500 and your 
wildest dreams. 


Whether it be ice, plastic, or rubber, 
sex toys may be just the spice for your 
sex life. We have only scratched the 
surface on this topic and with a little 
bit of imagination anything can be a 
sexual aid. Just stay away from your 
roommate's stuff. 


Konwinski leads Hornets to home court 


--
Eli Melaas 


EDITOR~N-CHIEF 


Despite a season-ending loss to Calvin College 
on Saturday, Feb. 18, the Kalamazoo College men's 
basketball team (10-15, 7-7 MIAA) captured its first 
home conference playoff game since 2003. 


The Hornets earned sole possession of fourth 
place with an impressive 59-47 come-from-behind 
victory at Olivet College on Wednesday, Feb. IS. 
After being down for most of the first half and the 
beginning of the second, Kalamazoo went on a 7-0 
run to take a 28-26 lead with 16 minutes remaining. 
The teams then exchanged leads until the 10:49 mark, 
when sophomore center Mat Kellogg put the Hornets 
up for good with a lay-in. 


"I thOUght that we played a very strong game 
against Calvin," said head coach Rob Passage. "Our 
perimeter players really helped us stay in the game 
with excellent defense and timely shooting, while our 
post guys gave us one of our best rebounding effort;; 
in awhile." 


Junior guard Tyler Worst scored a season-high 
18 points, including 4-for-6 from 3-point range. Kon
winski once again had a solid performance with 16 
points, six rebounds and five assists, helping him earn 
MIAA Player of the Week honors for the second time 
in his career. 


"Kyle has been tremendous," said Passage. 
"Against Olivet, while we struggled to score the first 
eight minutes of the game, Kyle stepped up and hit three 
or four big baskets to really get our offense going. All 
season long he has made one big shot after another, 
while also leading us in rebounding and assists." 
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Senior guard Kyle Konwinski finished with a 
career-high 22 points on 9-of-19 field goals and led 
a stingy defensive effort with three steals. Kellogg 
added 12 points and seven rebounds, as the Hornets 
held the Comets to just 34 percent shooting. 


After the paper went to press, Kalamazoo hosted 
Tri-State last night (Wednesday) at Anderson Athletic 
Center. 
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In spite of the victory, Kalamazoo had not yet 
clinched the home playoff game due to tiebreakers 
with Tri-State University. However, following the 
Thunder's loss to Hope College Saturday evening, 
the Hornets secured home court. 


Saturday afternoon, Kalamazoo took the floor 
for its own regular season finale at nationally-ranked 
Calvin College in front of a crowd of more than 3,000 
fans. The Hornets used strong outside shooting to keep 
the game close, but the Knights pulled away late in the 


"We match up fairly well with Tri-State," Passage 
said. "They are a small, quick team that relies on dribble 
penetration and the outside shot to score their point;) . 
That plays right into our strengths defensively." 


Passage also feels his team will benefit strongly 
from the home court advantage. 


"I am really looking forward to the home game," 
he said. "The support of the student body, especially 
the other athletic teams, has been tremendous." 


l_j==§~'CIJ=~~'·i-§:'§_~DIl'~D¥o~~-§!:==~=E:::: ______ J second half, clinching the game from the free throw lIN ..:. ... E S Dljjkzzzlll.,.. 
sus j ; line to solidify a 74-65 win. 


Pending a Hornet victory, the squad will play in 
the conference semifinal this Friday against the winner 
of Wednesday's Calvin/Olivet quart~rfinal. 
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Big loss follows exciting overtime win in play-in game 


Roger Garfield 
SPORTS EDITOR 


Senior Stefanie Salasky scored 
the go-ahead basket with three 
seconds remaining in overtime 
to propel the Kalamazoo College 
women's basketball team over Tri
State University, 68-66, in the MIAA 
Tournament's play-in game Monday, 
Feb. 20. 


Kalamazoo, the No.8 seed, beat 
No.9 Tri-State for the second time 
in two weeks to extend its winning 
streak to three games. The Hornets 
- who began their season in identi
cal fashion, with three consecutive 
wins - had a chance to win it in reg
ulation, but a squandered 13-point 
lead and three clutch free throws 
from Tri-State's Dana Dunham with 
two seconds left in the second half 
forced the game to be settled in an 
extra session. 


a career here," Salasky told the 
Kalamazoo Gazette Monday. "It's 
been a really long journey, a really 
long four years. I think it was a per
fect way to finish it out." 


Salasky shot 10-for-IS from the 
field and 6-for-6 from the free throw 
line in 31 minutes of action. She had 
tremendous help from her supporting 
cast, as well. 


Fellow senior Mary Brown bade 
farewell to Anderson Athletic Center 
with five points, 10 rebounds and 
nine assists. Every Hornet played 
double-digit minutes, and every 
Hornet scored. 


Dunham and Shanna Hoogen
boom each scored 18 points for the 
Thunder. 


On Tuesday, Feb. 21, the Hor
nets' season came to a close in HoI
land as the Hornets feU, 80-47, to the 
No. I seed Hope Flying Dutch. Hope, 
ranked No.7 in the country, has yet to 
lose an MIAA game this season. 


28, they lost by 46. Although it's 
never fun to end a season on a 33-
point loss, the Hornets did show 
improvement. 


"As a first year coach, I've 
learned so much," said coach Tes 
Sobomehin Johnson. "This whole 
year has just been a learning 
experience for me, my staff, and 
the players." 


The Hornets ended their 
2005-2006 campaign with an 
overall record of 8-17. They were 
4-12 in conference play. 


Statistically speaking ••. 


Salasky finished the season 
as the sixth leading scorer in the 
MIAA, with \3.9 points per game. 
She was also the third leading 
rebounder, with eight boards a 
game. 


Brown was third in the con
ference in assists, dishing out 3.74 
per contest. 


All game long, though, Salasky 
was unstoppable. She scored 26 
points and hauled in 10 rebounds for 
her fourth double-double in a row. 


"It's a pretty good ending to 


Despite the lopsided defeat, the 
Hornets improved in their games 
versus Hope as the season progressed. 
On Jan. 3, they lost by 65. On Jan. 


Sophomore Kelsea Howell 
led the league in free throw shoot
ing at an 88 percent clip. 


by Chnstopher Poplin 
Senior Stefanie Salasky battles for a rebound during the Hornets' 68-66 over
time win over Tri-State Monday. Salasky finished with 26 points and 10 rebounds. 


Lady Hornets 
season with two 


Ted Magdzinski 
STAFF WRITER 


The Kalamazoo College women's basketball team 
finished the regular season on a high note with two 
home victories against Tri-State University and Olivet 
College last week. After an arduous season filled with 
losing streaks and disappointments, the wins gave the 
Hornets some momentum for the MTAA Tournament. 


With a new coach, a young team, and a new fast
break style of offense, the Hornets have struggled 
within the conference this year, up against such national 
powerhouses such as Hope College and Calvin Col
lege. 


"We've been playing really well the last two 
weeks," said Kalamazoo coach Tes Sobomehin John
son, "These games really showed the league that we've 
improved over the season." 


On Wednesday, Feb. 15, against Tri-State, the 
Hornets overcame a 17-point deficit in the second 
half to \\ in, 65-60. A 40-to-29 rebounding advantage 
gave Kalamazoo enough second chances to pull out 


finish regular 
home victories 


the victory. 
Senior tri-captain Stefanie Salasky led the Hornets 


with 14 points and 10 rehounds, with senior tri-captain 
Mary Brown following those numbers with IS points 
and eight rebounds. 


In the Saturday, Feb. 18 game against Olivet, 
Kalamazoo withstood several rallies to pull out the 
close 79-75 victory. After blowing a 13-point lead 
with only four minutes left 111 the first half, the Hornets 
slowly pulled away from a halftime tie to le.!d the rest 
of the game. 


Olivet was on fire from behind the arc, hitting 10 
3-pointers in the game, sparking rallies and stopping 
Kalamazoo runs. The Hornets countered that with a 
substantial free throw advantage, making 21-of-30 free 
throws, compared to l-of-7 for the Comets. 


The Hornets also shot 56.3 percent from the field 
and held a 34-to-26 rebounding advantage. 


Salasky led the offense again, with 19 points and II 
rebounds, and Brown had 14 points with six rebounds. 
Sophomore Kelsea Howell 'cored 12 points. and sopho
more Therese Demres added II. 


Tennis sweeps matches 
Brad Brinkman 


STAFF WRITER 
Shutting outAlma and Wayne State in a pair of matches Satur


day, Feb. 18, the Kalamazoo College men's tennis team is starting 
to live up to the high expectations that are thrust upon them at the 
outset of every season. 


In the first match of the day, the Hornets eased past the Alma 
Scots, 9-0; it was the team's MIAA opener. The Hornets bad no 
trouble whatsoever with the Scots - not only winning every 
singles and doubles match, but also every set. Senior Julian Seelan 
got back on the winning track for the season in the match with a 
6-3,6-3 triumph at No. I singles. Seelan and his doubles partner, 
sophomore Tim Hubbard, won at No. I doubles in convincing 
fashion, with a 6-2, 6-1 victory. 


Later in the afternoon, the Hornets demonstrated their stamina 
by regrouping for their second match of the long day against Divi
sion II foe Wayne State. Kalamazoo dispatched the Warriors with 
similar ease, winning 7-0 and only dropping one set in the entire 
match. The Hornets once again showed their depth as Hubbard, 
sophomore Matt Wise and senior Carlos Rincon won at Nos. 4, 
5 and 6 singles. 


The pair of wins push the Hornets' record to 3-1 overall and 
1-0 in MIAA league play. The team heads up to St. Peter, Minn. this 
weekend for a chance to test their abilities against some of the best 
competition Division m has to offer. At the ITA National Indoor 
Championship hosted by Gustavus Adolphus College, eight of the 
top 15 schools in the nation will be competing. 
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PirstK 
College 
Muslim 
student 
group 
launched 
By Jillian McLaughlin 
Staff Writer 


K's newly fomled 
Muslim Student 
Association (MSA) held 
its first campus event 
on Wednesday, Nov. 8, 
with much success. The 
event featured a panel 
discussion on Islam led 
by Muslim students and 
religion professor Dr. 
Cybelle Shattuck. 


The MSA is the first 
Muslim organization in 
K's history. 


"I'm excited about 
it and I think it will have 
a big effect because this 
is the first Muslim group 
ever," said Muslim student 
Ajka Suljevic K' I O. "It 
will set precedents." 


Dr. Mary Ellen 
Ashcroft got the 
organization off the 
ground, as she contacted 
Alyssa AI-Dookhi and 
other Muslim students 
about beginning a Muslim 
group at K. Last year, Al
Dookhi said she was the 
only Muslim on campus. 
This year the freshman 
class is more diverse, and 
most of the members of 
the MSA are freshmen. 


Co-presidents 
AI-Dookhi K'09 and 
Mohsen Ghazi K' 10 
hope the group will bring 
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Safety and Study Abroad 
Center for International Programs keeps close watch 
By Phil Taylor 
Staff Writer 


When brainstorming 
possible study abroad sites, 
places like Romania, Antarctica, 
and Wales typically don't 
come to mind, unless you are 
Kalamazoo College sophomore 
Leslie Petrovich. 


Petrovich hopes to study 
abroad in a place she "vill never 
take a vacation. And since there 
is a dearth of university life 
in Antarctica, not to mention 
culture, Petrovich is settling 
on applying to study abroad in 
Israel. 


If all goes well, Petrovich 
will find herself immersed in a 
complex and fascinating study 
of the Middle East peace process 
at Ben-Gurion University of 


the Negev in Israel a year from 
now. 


"Right now it feels very 
unreal to me," she says, followed 
by a sigh. 


Petrovich is a self-described 
obsessive-compulsive English 
major with short red hair and an 
enthusiastic demeanor. She is 
both excited and apprehensive 
about going to Israel. 


"I don't have the capacity 
to be scared yet because the 
experience is so distant from 
me," Petrovich says, nervously 
twirling the sparkling pastel
colored rings on her fingers 
and considering what it "vill be 
like living in one of the most 
tumultuous parts of the world. 


Petrovich's worries gQ far 
beyond passing her classes and 
learning to speak Hebrew. 


Her study plans will bring 
her to a country that has struggled 
to find peace with a newly 
elected Hamas government in 
the Palestinian territories. Israel 
has recently met resistance from 
an elusive faction of Hamas 
militants who sporadically fire 
Qassam rockets at Israeli cities 
from just inside the Gaza Strip 
border. 


Petrovich understands that 
it is a calculated risk to travel 
abroad. She also knows that 
Kalamazoo College's Center for 
International Programs reserves 
the right to withdraw her from 
the program if safety conditions 
in Israel deteriorate while she is 
there. 


"I really hope they don't 
pull me out of this program," 
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Margaret 
Low retires 
Unanticipated; 
27yearsatK 
By Chelsea Phelps 
and Katie Wise 
Index Staff 


Walking into the 
business office to discuss 
an account balance, most 
students would probably 
be nervous. They would 
probably not expect to hear 
laughter from Margaret 
Low as she reads one of the 
many jokes sent to her e
mail account. 


Low keeps a sense of 
humor as she deals with 
sometimes frantic students 
and parents regarding 
tuition. Though Low may 
have the desk in the comer, 
her close camaraderie with 
her co-workers and ever
present sense of hun10r are 
prevalent. 


"[ started when I was 
ten," jokes Low of her 27 
years as Student Accounts 
Coordinator for Kalamazoo 
College. She is retiring 
from her position at the 
end of this year, a job she 
initially thought was going 
to be temporary. 


Low began working 
here to help support her 
family as her husband 
studied at K College. She 
stayed well after her husband 
graduated, namely for the 
offer of free tuition for 
her four adopted children. 
Low is a grandmother now; 
her children are all grown 
with only one of them 
accepting the free tuition to 
Kalamazoo College. 


While Low has been 
an integral and welcome 
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a very specia I 


KATE'S PEOPLE 
'fe/am has lI'Wl/ed 10 be a Kate.i Person since il began ollr 


sophomore ycar II is /il7al(1' his IlIl'I1. Share in hisjO): 


'lame: Adam lk/emck K'07 
Birthday: January:', 1985 
HometO\nl: Carsnm ilk 
\lhch. 
Residence: S32 W Walnut 
Street 
Studies: Major in l.'Conomi~s 
Classes: Senior Seminar
Economics, Journalism, SIP 
Activities: Center on the 
men's baskethall t..:am, Indcx 
advertising director, taking 
silly pictures for ule Index, 


~Io\\ tm,tor mcing (reigning champion) 
K Plan: Working on a SfP about the housing industry in 
Michigan. 


Favorites: 
Sodexho entree: Maria's Kung Pao Chicken (II ith the 


hreaded chick..:n strips) 
Smell: Cinnamon rolls 
Texture: Flannel 
Childhood toy: My four-wheeler 
Trilogy: "Back to the Future!" 
Artide of clothing: My Dirk Nowillki jersey 
Song: "November Rain" Guns and Roses 
Professor: Dr. Ahmed Hussen, Economics 
Class at K: Dr. Evans' Jazz 
Campus spot: Anderson Athletic Center 
Quote: "I.:! I GIGAWATTS!" Dr. Emmett Brown, 


"Bad, to the Future" 


If you were an animal cracker, what would you be 
and why? I would be a bear because they're tough, but 
they're not a mean lion. Bears can he nice, like Baloo, 
from "The Jungle Book." 
List three adjevtives your friends would use to de
scribe you: Handy. comforting. indescisi\\.~ 
List three adjecti\'es you would use to describe your
self: Dependable, II ell-rounded. easy-going 
What are your passions? My fiancee. Becca. and my 
family. 
What brought you to K? The sense of unity in the bas
ketball team. 
What is the best thing you've learned at K outside 
of class? Somebody is always better than you. Do your 
best. 
If you could change one tbing about the world, what 
"ould it be and why? Global warming, because it is a 
big is 'ue that most people don't worry about. 


--compiled hy Kate Boehm, Execlilin: EdifUr. 
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Switching Roles 
K students react to violence in Oaxaca in new setting 
By Daniel Kovacs 
Contributor 


This past month Om.:aca, 
Mexico has been enguited in 
a serious political crisis that 
has affected members of t11e 
Kalamazoo College community 
bot11 on canlpus and abroad. 


A strike by t11e Oaxaca 
Teachers Union in May 
has evolved into a massh e 
campaign of civil disobedience 
led by the Popular Assemblyof 
thePeopleofOaxaca(Asamblea 
Popular del Pueblo de Oaxaca, 
APPO) over the summer. The 
protestors have repeatedly 
called for the resignation ( 
Oaxaca governor Ulises RUlz 
Ortiz. Police attacked a prote t 
on June 14, three days befi rc 
t11e organization declared i 'If 
the governing body of Oaxaca. 
The APPO is urging the 
community to organize popular 
assemblies at every level, 
starting wit11 neighborhoods 
and street blocks. 


Ita-Yetzi Campia, a 
Oaxaca native and international 
student here at K, has watched 
the recent events unfold from 
afar. Campia uses e-mail to 
communicate wit11 friends, but 
says she has been in contact 
wit11 her mot11er and fat11er more 
often in t11e past few weeks. 


Campia said ulat K 


students aspiring to study 
abroad in Oaxaca shouldn't feel 
too threatened. 


"They can go and study 
in Oaxaca, they just ha\'e to be 
careful," she said 


'They might not be able 
to kno" the real Oaxaca. and 
see how beautiful it is, and see 
t11e nightlife, but t11ey can still 
leam.'_' __ _ 


(ardpia i troubled b) Ule 
med..l co"crnge of the events 
in Oaxaca. She say, there has 
been a bias in the coverage of 
the even+s. 


"The news makes it look 
like Ule f;overnment is really 
bad and t11at these people 
[prOle ting) have all the reasons, 
and tl>at's not totally tme," he 
~ald. 


he says that the protestll1,>:> 
action has Its 0\ n problems. 


"These pIe arc 
supposed to be fighting again!t 
corruption, but \\it11in their 
own organization they have 
corruption," she said. 


"I don't really trust the 
news," said Campia. 


Monisha Berkowski, 
a junior student currently 
studying in Oaxaca, said in 
an e-mail correspondence that 
she isn't too worried about t11e 
situation now t11at the violence 
has calmed down. 


"It doesn't affect my lite 


here too much. Especially no\\ 
t11at the fedeml police have 
entered the city," ~he said. 


"I ulink things might 
sound worse t11an they are. Two 
weekends ago was the only 
time I was slightly worried." 


T\\o locals and an 
American journalist were killed 
when paramilitary forces fired 
upon a prote t on Oct. n, and 
the follo\\ ing da) Mexican 
president Vicente Fox ordered 
federal police into the troubled 
city to quell the violence. 


Berkol\ ki saln that her 
classes \\ere caneelk j on Oct. 
nand t11at two exc . 'sions out 
of the city \\ ere caP' lied that 
week. 


'rIllat \\3' the only major 
disruptIOn:' she smd. 


She sa'd her family is a 
little \o:ned. 


"I don t tlunk at Uley 


have a b " J' T ~ exactly 
what is happening as it is 
difficult to explain if you're not 
here. But I reassure them t11at 
things are fine and they take my 
word for it," she said, 


Nevertheless, she is 
enjoying her time in Mexico 
and seems unfazed by Ule 
recent events in Oaxaca. 


"The program is amazing," 
she said. 


PhOIO by Ila-Yetzi Carapia. 


Low: "Keep a sense of humor," she suggests 
From Front 
part of cmnpus for nearly three 
decades, she has decided t11at it 
is time for a change. 


"I think I just want to do 
something different with my 
life. I want to clean my house," 
she said of her retirement. She 
looks forward to playing with 
her two dogs, her "boys" as she 
calls them, and taking care of 
her 87-year-old mother. She is 
also an African \lolet fanatic. 
"I have about 150 plant.~." she 
said. 


"I really like t11e student 
contact here," Lo\\ said. " I 


met a lot of students in t11is 
job." LOll runs the Perkin's 
Loan Program at the College 
and helps students and their 
parents get through the 
confusion and hard decisions 
that come with paying for 
college. 


At the beginning of each 
quarter Low usually has a 
linc up to her desk of studcnts 
seeking her help, and Low 
never fails to ask how their 
break was or how t11eir quarter 
IS going. Not only her sense of 
humor will be missed, but her 
compassion and care towards 


others will be missed by the 
campus community. 


While LOll is ready 
for retirement, coincidently 
right after the winter tuition 
billing goes Qut, she leaves 
behind some advice for her 
replacement. "Keep a sense 
of humor. Understand that 
money is a tough subject 
to talk to studcnts and their 
parents about. Have some 
compassion. " 


Her laugh and uncanny 
sense of humor may be gone 
from Mandelle, but they will 
remain behind in spirit. 
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CIP: Calculating the risks while adventuring abroad 
From Front 
she says with a nervou laugh. "I'm not 
really entertaining the possibility of going 
anywhere else." 


Keeping tabs 


sources the CIP uses to ensure students 
stay safe abroad. He says the CIP 
obtains information primarily from 
respective program centers abroad, but 
supplements it with reports from the 
U.S. Emba~sy, the State Department, 
other universities with students 
abroad, and even news sources 
like Reuters, CNN and the Peace 
Corps. If things are still llI1certain, 
the CIP sends representatives to 
the sites themselves. Brockington 
says CIP representatives visit cvery 
Kalamazoo College sponsored 
program at least once a year, and 
non-Kalamazoo College programs 
at least once every nve years. 


"We want to be reasonably 
confident that we are going to know 
the reasonable truth about what's 
going on," said Brockington, who 


llI1ablc to attend classes. 
"We know we can do the Oaxaca 


program and maintain sufficicnt distance 
between the student and the Zocalo," 


'''The CIP took my concern \'cry 
seriously," said Helen, who feels the CTP 
was prompt in setting hcr up with a phone 
number to reach Patrick while he was in 


Photo/ Ita-Yetzi Carapia 


the hospital. 
"It's a real 


balancing act to 
please the students as 
customers, as wcll as 
the student's parents," 
she said. "It's a 
responsible position 
to say we cannot rule 
out parents." 


Each year several Kalamazoo 
College students decide to study abroad 
in many of the less predictable parts of the 
world. Students depart for destinations 
in places like Israel, Thailand, Mexico 
and Turkey, willing to assume risks of 
bombings, coups, civil unrest, and bird 
flu. They also run the risk of having their 
semesters abroad cut short if threatening 
circumstances prevail. In 200 I, a student 
was withdrawn from her study abroad 
program at the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem in response to repeated suicide 
bombing attempts near the llI1iversity 
during the Second Intifada (wave of 
violence between Palestinian Arabs and 
Israelis). 


has logged more than 100,000 air A few residents of Oaxaca, Mexico brave the 


One of the last 
Kalamazoo College 
students to study 
abroad III Israel 
was senior political 
science major 
Rebecca Bomstein. 
In December, 
Bomstein will return 
to the Middle East 


miles himself already this year. city's streets during a time of local tumult. 
Five students were scheduled to 


study in Israel this fall, but elected to 
travel elsewhere in response to Israel's 
recent war with Tlezbollah. 


"If there is a way for the student to 
finish their academic program, we're 
going to work on that, but not at the 
cost of safety and security," said Joseph 
Brockington, associate provost of 
international programs at the CIP. 


Brockington is an expert voice 
in the national collegiate dialogue on 
student health, safety . 
and security abroad. 
He sits on a nwnber 
of study abroad 
safety committees, 
has authored several 
articles on the issue 
and is the coauthor 
of a massive book 
entitled 'AFSA's 
Guide to Education 
Abroad," read by 
study abroad advisors 
and administrators 


Brockington says the CTP 
purposefully keeps its list of study abroad 
programs under 50 to maintain intimate 
and reliable contacts with partners 
overseas. 


"It's that nuanced approach that 
allow"S us to do study abroad in areas of 
the world where other people have been 
absent for decades," he said. 


Brockington said the CIP is 
maintaining frequent contacts with its 
partner university in Oaxaca to monitor 


Brockington said, referring to the plaza in 
the center of Oaxaca where many of the 
dangerous protests have taken place. 


Where the responsibility faIls 
Petrovich knows the CIP .vill be 


monitoring her situation closely in 
Israel next year. Though she would be 
devastated to have to return early, she 
llI1derstands the CIP's position. 


"I don't know what I would do ifI 
was withdrawn. I would be so angry, 
but I would llI1derstand," she said, 
adding thatif she were injured abroad 
it could jeopardize the opportunities 
of others to study there in the future. 


One study abroad parent agrees 
with the CTP's safety policies. 


"You yOlll1g adults have more 
confidence than experience in 
putting yourselves in hann's way," 
said Helen Castle, the mother of 
Kalamazoo College senior Patrick 
Castle, who studied abroad in 
London last fall. 


around the country. The uproar began 
"We take a er's 


in May Ilelen grappled with sending 
her son to study at tl1e London 
School of Economics a mere month 


and a hal f after terrorist bombings claimed 
the lives of 52 indhiduals not far from 
Patrick's flat at King's Crossing. She says 
she i satisfied \vith the pre-departure 
preparation she received from the CIP, 
as well as with how the CTP responded 
after Patrick fOlll1d himself in the hospital 
battling a kidney stone. 


Photo/ Ita-Yetzi Carapla 
with a teach-


strike and has escalated into deadly protests. 
multilevel, multi-
vectored approach to health and safety," 
he said in his office, where several books 
about student safety lie strewn across the 
table and floor. A red, two-inch, spiral
bolll1d notebook sits on his bookcase 
with "Crisis Management" written on the 
spine. 


Brockington detailed a variety of 


students' safety in response to prolonged 
protests from teachers and leftist activists, 
which have sporadically resulted in 
violence and even deaths since they 
began last May. According to a recent 
article from the BBC, thousands of local 
schools have been shut down since the 
strike began and 1.3 million students are 


- this time to the heart of the West 
Bank in Ramallah - where she will 
be conducting a case study on the 
rise of llamas as part of her Senior 
Individualized Project. Tn doing so, she 
thrusts herself in the midst of what has 
become a contentious and sporadically 
violent effort by members of the Hamas 
and Fatah parties to reach a national 
llI1ified government in Palestine. 


She recalls clearly the 
circumstances of her first trip to the 
Middle East as a stude\lt at lenlsalem's 
Hebrew University. 


"While I felt safe overall, there 
were times when I worried," Bomstein 
said. "My first near-miss experience 
occurred last fall when a bomb was 
detonated at a bus station I had left six 
hours earlier." 


Bomstein says the first thing she 
did after hearing reports of "piguas" or 
terrorist attacks, was contact her parents 
to let them know she was alright. She 
says the CIP does a "decent" job of 
selecting safe study abroad programs, 
but says she thinks they used a "hands
off' approach with her program 
because it was not sponsored directly 
by Kalamazoo College. 


"I feel that by the age of 20, 
individuals should be able to accept 
responsibility for their own safety," 
she said, though agreeing that the CTP 
should reserve the right to withdra\\ 
students when dangerou situations 
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Ferrell shines in optimistic "Stranger Than Fiction" 
By TJ Kosinski 
Index Staff 


At first glance, "Stranger 
Than Fiction" merely offers 
a di fferent kind of Will 
Ferrell. This is a ploy seen 
in other films such as "The 
Truman Show" with Jim 
Carrey and "Punch-Drunk 
Love" with Adam Sandler. 
All this usually means is that 
the starring comedian tones 
down his infamous shtick. 
Fortunately, "Stranger Than 
Fiction" provides not only 
a different Will Ferrell, but 
also an optimistic message, 
great acting, and a great 
screenplay. 


for Harold, this all changes 
when he receives his very 
own narrator. 


Moviegoers are quite 
familiar with the idea of 
an omniscient narrator, one 
who comments on what they 
see on the screen. What isn't 
expected is for Harold to 
start hearing this narration as 
well. It's frustrating enough 
for IIarold to hear this voice 
in his head, describing his 
every mundane action, but 
when his narrator proclaims 
his death, Harold's life is 
turned upside-down. 


but Ferrell gives him wann, 
identifiable and realistic 
emotions. Despite Harold's 
unconventional behavior, 


played by Emma Thompson. 
As it turns out, Harold Crick 
is the protagonist in her next 
novel and she hasn't figured 


and message where "Stranger 
Than Fiction" breaks 
througb the constraints of 
its gimmick and its "facing


Ferrell makes 
him an everyman. 
Harold seems 
like a functioning 
human being, he's 
just somewhat 
defeated. Harold 
is not a caricature 
and Ferrell doesn't 
play him to be 
mocked or pitied. 
These qualities 
determine the 
success of the film, 
and by the end, the 
audience is rooting 
for Ferrell to live. 


"Stranger 
Than Fiction" has 


death" plot. The 
movte addresses 
the generally 
accepted notion 
that happy endings 
are less meaningful 
than sad ones. A fier 
viewing Harold's 
struggles, his will 
to live and his 
newfound sense of 
purpose, its ending 
IS optimistic. As 
Harold transforms 
from a man 
whose existence 
IS meaningless to 
one who ultimately 
finds love and 
himself, the 


In what is essentially 
a straight role, Will Ferrell 
succeeds as Harold Crick, 
an IRS auditor whose 
world is made up only of 
mathematical certainties 
and probabilities. He's 
blank-faced and lives a dull 
life in rigid routine. Luckily 


This' becomes the crux 
of the film, setting up the 
"what if you only had 
a few days left to live" 
paradigm that has been seen 
in countless other movies. 
Unlike those previous films, 
"Stranger Than Fiction" has 
quite a few things going 
for it, the most significant 
one being an outstanding 
performance by Ferrell. 


Harold Crick is 
initially presented as 
a simpleton drone, 


other noteworthy 
performances, particularly 
that of Maggie Gyllenhaal. 
She does an excellent job 
as the spunky catalyst who 
helps turn Harold's life 
around. Another is Harold's 
narrator, who is actually an 
author named Karen Eiffcl, 


out how to end her book 
or kill off Harold. Dustin 
Hoffman also submits an 
enterta1l11TIg supporting 
performance, playing a self
absorbed but quirky literary 
professor. 


audience is sbown that it's 
never too late to change 
your life. If a failure like 
Harold Crick can find true 
happiness, anyone can. 


Final Grade: A+ 
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MSA: New group gains campus support 
Students seek to increase awareness, get rid of stereotypes 
From Front 
awareness to K. 


"You can't watch' Aladdin' and 
'Lawrence of Arabia' and say 'I'm 
an expert on Muslim culture,'" Al-. 
Dookhi said. "No one really knows 
anything here." 


Many non-Muslim students 
have showed interest in joining the 
group, and Al-Dookhi said they will 
be welcomed with open anns. One 
purpose of the group is to support 
other Muslims on campus, but their 
other major goal is to eliminate 
ignorance. 


"We fully encourage that even if 
you don't have an idea about Islam 
you should just join out of curiosity 
and interact with Muslim students," 
said Ghazi. 


The members say even before 
the group formed, K's campus 


supported them. 
"On campus dialogue about 


Islam is always respectful," Al
Dookhi said. "If there is something 
they ask that I find offensive, it's 
accidental." 


Suljevic agreed. "I feel 
comfortable because I found other 
people that are the same," she 
said. "But even so, people are very 
understanding here." 


However, the small number of 
Muslims on campus is noticeable. 


"I definitely feel more Muslim 
here," said AI-Dookhi, who is from 
Kuwait. "Back home 1 don't notice 
it really because I live it all the 
time. L feel it radiates from me and 
everybody notices. I do feci out of 
place where everybody's white and 
Christian." 


The group members said otten 


times they were the only Muslims in 
their class. 


After the large attendance at the 
first event, more events are planned. 
The MSA hopes to bring Keith 
Ellison, the first Islamic senator, to 
speak on campus. Ghazi is trying to 
recruit anArabic teacher for next year 
as part of the Neglected Languages 
Program at K. Ten students are 
already committed. 


"I'm definitely feeling the 
support from the entire campus and 
the stafT and it makes me happy," 
said Al-Dookhi, who is one of many 
members optimistic for the future of 
the organization. 


"I see us bringing speakers to 
campus," said Suljevic, "and just 
creating an overall knowledge of 
being Islamic and being Muslim. 
Getting rid of the stereotypes." 







Survey Reveals Body Dissatisfaction 
by Lauren S. Trager, Features Editor 


T
he skinny, tall mannequin 
in the window, her hips 
protruding and lanky arms 
angled outwards in Paris 


Hilton style, reflects onto real women's 
bodies, beckoning them to buy. But in 
the store, the jeans don't fit. Bra cups sag 
unfilled, paunches hang over bathing suit 
bottoms. 


. For one woman at Kalanlazoo 
College, shopping terrifies and denigrates, 
according to a survey conducted by a 
group of four women. "I constantly feel 
like the clothes are insulting my body and 
are telling me that my body isn't alright, 
it doesn't fit the societal norms of beauty 
and therefore isn't worth the money that 
I have to spend to dres it," she said in 
the anonymous slllVey administered on 
livejoumal.com. 


The survey, compiled by Emily 
Homnick K'09, Meghan Green K'07, 
I-lannal1 Kalleward K '09 and Caitlin 
Powell K'07, members of Gail Griffin's 
Women's Literature class, seeks to 
connect historical literature to today's 
world. It illuminates growing concerns 
about women's negative body inlage on 
campus. 


The survey asked women of all 


ages to answer questions including 
whether one would trade their body or 
change certain parts. The survey also 
asked women about the best and worst 
experiences their body ever encountered. 
Out of the 282 women who responded, 
189 of those were aged between 18 and 
22. 


The results showed K's susceptibility 
to national trends regarding body image. 
According to the official website for The 
Eating Disorder Coalition, 78 percent 
of 18 year-old women are unhappy 
with their bodies. The campus survey 
revealed that almost half of the women 
would opt to trade their bodies another's, 
many envying Jessica Alba and Scarlet 
Johansson. A staggering 98 percent 
would change at least one body part. 


DoreeGrossman-Lipson,acounselor 
at the Kalamazoo College Counseling 
Center, expresses concem about women's 
perceptions of themselves. "('d be hard 
pressed to think of a female client who's 
not dissatisfied with their body," she 
said. 


She echoes the data 
suggesting that women 
see their bodies as parts. "I 
think breaking ourselves 
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Mills, Katanski publish new books 
by Julie Knopp, Staff Writer 


I
na "Works Completed" 
presentation tomorrow at 4 
p.m. in the Olmsted Room, 
English professors Bruce Mills 


and Amclia Katanski will enlighten 
Kalamazoo College about the 
content of their recently completed 
books and the process of publishing 
them. 


Mills, who specializes in 191h 


century literature, wrote "Poe, 
Fuller, and the Mesmeric Arts: 
Transition States in the American 
Renaissance," which was published 
in December 2005. 


"Mills examines how the writings 
of Edgar Allan Poe and Margaret 
Fuller draw from representations 
of and theories concerning animal 
magnetism, somnambulism, or 
hypnosis rendered in newspapers, 
literary and medical journals, 
pamphlets, and books," according 
to Mills' publisher, the University of 
Missouri Press. Mills started working 
on the book during his sabbatical in 
2000. 


"It came out of my other two 
books," Mills said, in reference to his 
two other published works influenced 
by the abolitionist and social 


ia Maria Chi whose 


works remarked on mesmerization. 
A Kalamazoo student's paper 
on transcendentalist writers that 
referenced the unconscious also 
inspired his new book. 


Amelia Katanski, who 
specializes in American Indian 
literature, wrote "Learning to Write 
'Indian': the Boarding-School 
Experience and American Indian 
Literature," which examines the 
ways that the Indian boarding school 
experience influenced the American 
Indian literary tradition. It was 
published in November 2005 by the 
University of Oklahoma press. 


"This project has been a central 
passion of mine for about 10 years 
when you add it all up," Katanski 
said. "In some ways, this book 
can be traced back to my own 
SlP, when I was a senior at K. I 
worked at a school on the Pine 
Ridge Indian Rescrvation in South 
Dakota while writing a critical SIP 
on contemporary American Indian 
authors Louise Erdrich and Leslie 
Marmon Silko. Though 
the school I worked at 
was nothing like the 
old boarding schools, 
it was connected to that 
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THE SEX FILES 
WITH MICHAEL WHITE 


In traversing the realm of 
college sexual experience, I feel the 
need to sally forth, to forge ahead 
(get ready for it. .. ) into precisely 
that topic: "head." Giving and 
receiving, cunnilingus and fellatio 
- we've got a whole laundry list 
of colloquial terms that would make 
your grandmother shake her head. 
Let's si ft through these to the topic 
of oral sex. 


College students are bombarded 
with information about oral 
sex, from countless magazines 
proclaiming to contain "864 
Ways To Please Your Man!" to a 
simple Google search which yields 
more than nine million results. 


Chapel Chat: 


However, I find personal accounts 
to be confused, inconsistent, and 
sometimes horrifying (she/he did 
what?!). Thus, in my confusion, I 
pose the question (Carrie Bradshaw 
would be proud): why do we know 
so little about oral sex? 


Inevitably, while some 
readers are scanning the following 
paragraphs to see where I get to 
the good part, others are smirking 
to themselves in the cafeteria 
between bites of panini: "Ha! What 
is this fool talking about? I most 
certainly know about oral sex!" 
This precisely is the point I would 
like to make: this myriad of sources 
and "sexperts" filling our ears about 


Taking the thape/' out of the K College chapel program 
by Ashley Loyd, Student Chaplain 


Being a student chaplain has 
been such a great opportunity 
for me. I have learned a lot about 
planning events, leading groups, 
and developing relationships. But 
the most important thing I am 
learning as a student chaplain is 
an idea which also happens to be 
at the center of the mission of the 
Kalamazoo College chapel program: 
the idea that it is important to take 
time to sit and be still, to experience 
life, to relax, to have fun. 


For me, some days this is a 
struggle; I have to make a conscious 
effort to remind myself that I am 
more than my grades, that I can only 
do what I can do, that r need to set 
reasonable expectations for myself. 


My involvement with the chapel 
and consequently my relationship 


with Chaplain Mary Ellen Ashcroft 
has helped me to maintain this 
perspective. [ became involved 
with the chapel program 
because I feel that there is a 
need in contemporary society 
to reconsider spirituality and 
what it means in our lives. As 
a result, I want to learn how to 
make concepts of religion and 
spirituality more approachable 
and relevant to different kinds of 
people coming from a variety of 
experiences, backgrounds, and 
worldviews. 


I recognize that language 
can certainly be a barrier. We so 
often associate "chapel" with a piece 
of architecture, and with religion. In 
tum, some of us associate religion 
with an institution and hierarchy 


oral sex often hides the fact that this 
sexual practice is still enshrouded in 
mystery and misconception. Let's 
tackle it. 


Cunnilingus: the act of 
stimulating a woman's clitoris, 
usually with the lips, tongue and 
gentle finger movements. Specific 
techniques maybe helpful toexplorc, 
but are really dependent on your 
partner's needs and desires. Some 
of the best advice in accomplishing 
better cunnilingus is in dispelling 
bad advice: clitoral tissue is very 
different from penile tissue, and 
should be treated differently (i.e.: 
forceful strokes that may intensify 
or induce male orgasm are NOT the 
name of the game in cunnilingus!) 


Also, women in most 
pornographic films by no means 
provide a realistic map of the road 
to female orgasm. Forget what you 
may have learned, and ask her ... 
which position is best? Next time, 
you may suggest putting a pillow 
under her back, giving you better 
genital access. 


Another concern is clitoral 
stimulation, as locating this sensual 
organ is sometimes tricky for men 
who can't find it within the clitoral 
hood. A gentle finger can push this 


disconnected from or hurtful to 
us. Some of us tum to the term 
"spirituality" to help us differentiate 
between these harmful effects of 
religion and our own personal 
belief system. For others, even the 
word "spirituality" is problematic, 
leading to negative associations of 
it being too touchy-feely, or purely 
emotional with no room for the 


skin away to find it; another method 
is to start with your tongue at the 
bottom of the labia and slowly lick 
toward the top, sucking on the nub 
of flesh at the top. Try covering 
this entire rcgion with the tongue 
- soft gentle strokes will warm 
up the vaginal area, and will make 
tongue-to-clitoris contact all the 
more satisfying. 


As far a where to go from 
here, it depcnds on your partner, 
so ask her and listen! Some womcn 
have claimed that swi ft side-to-side 
motions with the tongue work best. 
Others prefer successive clockwise
counterclockwisc action. Creating a 
tender vacuum with your mouth is 
another sensual route to explore. 


Skillful cunnilingus is not 
inherent: it takes practice and 
feedback from your partner. While 
she will most likely respond with 
body language to let you know 
how you are doing, many dynamics 
of the bedroom can prevent direct 
communication. Want some real 
advice on how to titillate your 
partner with oral sex? Ask what she 
likes, and go from there. 


We've only begun to scrape the 
underbelly of oral sex! Stay tuned 
for a fiery furnishing of fellatio. 


building, a religion, a spiritual 
experience, or a single belief 
system. The chapel is certainly a 
space, but one where the terms of the 
experience you have are completely 
negotiable. [ encourage you not to 
be hesitant about the chapel based 
on your previous experience with 
religion and spirituality. Come to 
the chapel for a new experience 


and make that experience what 
you want it to be. There are no 
criteria for admittance. 


The chapel is a space where 
people come to connect with 
each other and with themselves, 
to be together and to be alone. 
The chapel is not the space 
in a building, but the space 
created by the participants 
- Ashcroft, Jeanne Hess, the 
student chaplains, the students 


Photo/Ashley Loyd and faculty who meet here and 


intellectual. 
It has been my experience that 


the Kalamazoo College chapel 
program is so much more than a 


speak here. 
Could our chapel program exist 


\\ ithout the chapel? Certainly. But 
for me, it would always stand in the 
center of campus. 







The Enklosure 


From Front: body image 
apart is a big i sue," she said. "It puts 
so much weight on one part, rather than 
loving our.;elves as wholes." 


Of the women surveyed, undesirable 
body parts varied from hair and teeth, to 
feet and muscles. Thirty-six percent of 
women surveyed "'ould change their 
stomachs. Many other.; would take new 
legs, breasts or body shape. 


The survey also expressed positive 
experiences. Many women detailed, 
some quite poetically, up-liftingmemories 
of satisfaction and empowerment 


"It's a tie between orgasm and riding 
the kind of roller coaster.; where you just 
sit in a seat with your legs hanging free," 
one woman said. "Wearing anything 
made of silk is up there, too. And laughing 
until you cry." 


Forty-seven percent attributed their 
best experience to health or exercise. 
"The best experience was when I hiked 
a 12-hour day on Land Sea," one woman 
said. "I hated it at the time, but it was so 
invigorating and I felt great about my 
body after it." 


Other women portrayed sensual or 
spiritual experiences, like communing 
with nature. The woman responded: 
"Swimming in the ocean and feeling 
totally at peace with everyone and 
everything." 


Still other.; linked their most positive 
memories to sex and relationships. 


''One day when my boyfriend was 
upset he had his head on my chest and [ 
jokingly apologized that my chest wasn't 
bigger and more comfortable," one 
woman responded. "And he said, 'No, 
this is home.' Just then really loving my 
body and being comlortable in it." 


Pat Ponto, director of counseling 
services at Kalamazoo College, says that 
physical encounter.; with a partner often 
boost one's body perceptions. 


"Tn 1967, they studied women before 
their fir.;t sexual experience and after and 
their rating their bodies went up," she 
said. Ponto believes that data still holds 
today. "For many people, that's such a 
wonderful experience." 


But sexual encounter.; also 
terrorized some women; 15 percent 
cited sexual harassment or abuse as the 
wor.;t experience ror their bodies. Griffin 
expressed this dichotomous interaction. 
"TIle body is the site of great 
pleasure and great fear and terrible 
pain," she said. 


One woman cited date rape at 
the age of 19 as the worst experience. 
Another expressed the tear inherent 
in female experience: sexual assault. 
"Being touched and caressed 
when [my body] didn't want to be 
touched. It was so violating and I felt 
so defenseless," she said 


But more women, 30 percent 
of those surveyed, said that body 
image a1Tected them the most. 
Many felt imperfect or ugly, 
others embarrassed by their 
appearance. A few pointed to 
specific memories when people 
outwardly criticized. "I was 
lamenting to my housemate that 
I had never yet dated anyone," 
one woman said. "My housemate 
sat back and looked at me and 
said, 'Well, if you lost weight and 
put makeup on and paid more 
attention to your hair, then you 
would probably get asked out 
more often.' It was crushing." 


According to the Counseling 
Center, burning comments atIect 
ofbeauty. Ponto and 
cited many reasons why women 
from negative body image, 
sexual abuse and, especially, 
media. 


"We always laugh at 
Knightley or the Olsen twins but 
don't critique them, we just laugh 
them," Griffin said. 


Grossman-Lipson agrees 
media plays an important role. 
ideal is becoming more and 
unattainable," she said. 
TV and advertisements barrage 
women with images of thin, 
shop doctored women. 


From Front: Mills, Katanski share work 
history and I became aware of the 
educational legacy of the boarding 
school system." 


The Engl ish Department plans 


to celebrate and discuss the 
works completed by its members. 


"We usually have a quarter! 
event called 'Works In 


However, issues run deeper than 
just the body. A nev. study released by 
mentalhealth.gov cited that adolescents 
with negative body image issues are 
more likely to be depressed, anxious 
or commit suicide. Body image 
reflects mental health and vice versa. 
Grossman-Lipson works to heighten 
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improved perception of the body. 
Men, too, can contribute. The 


Counseling Center recommends that 
men validate women's experiences 
both physically and emotionally. "First 
and foremost, don't buy into the media 
ideal," Grossman-Lipson said. "Work 
hard to subvert it. J think men should 


educate themselves on what real 
beauty is. [rsomeone says 'I'm so 
fat,' be able to counter that with 
good information saying 'actually 
you are not and this is why, ", she 
said. 


Ponto agrees. "I f men can be 
explicit about why they are drawn 
to women, J think most or those 
would probably not be external 
appearance. " 


Women, too, must help one 
another battle body denigration. 
Curbing the cycles of complaint 
can keep a woman from further 
mental health issues, like eating 
disorders. 


For Lindsey Smith K'07, 
being in college with like-minded 
women helped her feel better 
about herself. After completing 
the survey, she said: "I was more 
positive now than 1 would have 
been four years ago because of 


Photo/Leah Blacek 
factors contribute to how women re
to their own unique body image. 


where I an1 and who my friends 
are. Throughout my experience 
at K, especially study abroad, I 
gained a lot of confidence." 


a young woman's self-esteem when 
addressing body image. 


"Feeling insecure about 
whether 'I'm good enough inside' 
can be expressed as dissatisfaction 
with body image," she said. She 
encourages women to see themselves 
as whole beings by focusing on their 
emotional, academic or spiritual 
accomplishments. 


Ponto also suggests ways to 
counteract the causes of negative 
body image. "It's important to treat 
your body well, to take baths, put 
lotion on," she said. Taking pride in 
one's appearance and appreciating 
the body's capabilities often leads to 


",here members of the department 
share their scholarly work with 
students and other faculty, but this 
fall the department decided instead 
to focus on 'Works Completed' since 
Bruce and I both had our books come 
out last year," Katanski said. 'This 


Green, one of the women who 
conducted the survey, said that strong 
friendship also helped her. "As I get 
older, my friends are becoming more 
mature," she said. "We encourage 
each other to work out and eat well. 
Now we are coming to tenus with who 
we are." 


Green and her colleagues will 
present the survey data as their final 
presentation in class on Wednesday of 
exam week at 9 a.m. in the library The 
public is welcome and encouraged to 
attend. 


Editor s note: this is the first 
installment of Trager s series on body 
image isslles at K. 


event will be a good opportunity 
for students to ee what research in 
the Humanities is like, and to see its 
range." 


Added Mills: "We both have 
looked forward to the opportunity to 
talk about our work together." 
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Eating for Cheap in Kalamazoo 
by Chelsea Phelps and Kate Boehm, Executive Editors 


Sick ofSodexho? Living off campus 
and starving but too lazy to cook? Well, 
we are a product of the second scenario, 
broke, off-canlpus seniors who get hungry 
laying out the paper. So every Tuesday 
we venture out in search of cheap food. 
Kalamazoo actually has cheap, non-fast 
food places if you know where to look. 


Week I - OK, we weren't so 
creative. We did the traditional Jimmy 
John' ,but hey, it was the first week back 
from summer break, and you actually 
miss it by then. Chelsea, as always, had 
the number II, Kate, also as always, got 
the munber 12 with no cuCunlbers. Good 
and under six bucks, can't complain. 
Want to shoot for less than four? Go for 
the slims, people. Under a dollar? Pick up 
some day old bread, it's tasty with wine 
for those over 21. 


YOll don't have to go through the agony 
of getting comfortable and then getting 
back into your car with take-out. Chelsea 
had General 'r 0 's chicken dinner 
that came with an egg role and 
fiied rice. While General Tso didn't 
have as much of a kick as Chelsea 
would like, it was delicious and 
lasted her four meals. Kate bad the 
orange chicken with crab rangoons 
and fancy jasmine steamed rice, 
which would have lasted her four 
meals but he forgot about it in ber 
fiidge too long. Perhaps the orange 
chicken isn't as memorable. Lot's of 
food for way cheap, what could be 
better? Don't get a drink. its rip off. 


this is a fall off of the platform from Taco 
Bell. But remember, it's only a dollar. 
Two if you're hungry. 


Week 6 - Meijer Sushi - sounds 
suspect right? Well, it's fresh and not bad, 
though there is a bit too much rice and not 
enough filling compared to regular sushi. 
Prices range from $5 to $8 dollars, not a 


the Subway for pita's, with a grill, better 
vegetable and sauce choices, hummus, 
and falafel. You can easily get out ofhere 
with a pita under $6. Break the K bubble 
and venture over to Westerns turf. Pita 
pit located in the same complex as Video 
Hits Plus. However, the wall decor made 
Kate nervolls, so watch out. 


Week 8 - Road House. Yes 
you can walk here too, but of course, 
we drove. It's super cheap if you go 
after 9 pm., especially for burgers 
on Monday nights ($3!). We each 
had the chicken tenders appetizer, 
enough for a meal, $7 with a tip, . 
The chicken was delicious, not at 
all suspect like choices from BK 
or Mickey D's. There are several 
delicious choices on the menu, but 
we settled on the chicken to fill our 
dire need of greasy food. There 
are excellent drink specials as well, 
which we could not take advantage 
of as we had to go back to campus 
and put the paper back together. 


Week 9 - Irving's Market: Week 2 - Qdoba: as of week 
two we did not know that we would be 
writing this article, so, freshmen, Qdoba 
rocks, unless you are from Arizona like 
Kate and are picky about your Mexican 
food. But for Michiganders like Chelsea, 
it's classy compared to Taco Bell. Chelsea 
had a chicken mole burrito, which was 
delicious and the size of a puppy. Kate 
begrudgingly admits that the quesadillas 
are tasty. 


Week 4 - Yum. Kate's eyes 
glaze over every time the name 
Schwarma King is mentioned. And 
now it is a buffet! That's right, all 
you can eat or take away. If you are 
old like us and go before 4 p.m., you 
get the lunch buffet price, which is 
under $5. The only set back is, as 
with all tasty buffets, you are prone 
to eat way too much. Irving's Market, located on the walking mali, of


fers a variety of paninis, desserts and delicacies. Week 5 - Mi Ranchito, 
located on Westnedge, is normally 
overpriced. However, on Tuesday and 
Saturday nights, $ I tacos make the slightly 
out of the way place more appealing. If 
you like soft tacos, remember it's only a 
dollar; you can handle a bard shell. Don't 
eat the beef, as the chicken has slightly 
more flavor. M i Ranchito is a little to 
greasy according to Kate, Chelsea thinks 


By far our favorite pick of the 
quarter. Downtown on the walking 
mall, located behind the Union, 
this is an inexpensive and fabulous 
place to stop. Since we were botll 
bemg good, we each opted for half 
of a Panini, which were huge, non
greasy, delicious, and cheap at only 


Week 3 - 0, we find out about 
Spice Rice through Kate's mailbox. Woot 
for coupons! Located behind Kinko's, 
it's an easy walk. However, when you 
are seniors and lazy like us, you get in 
your car and drive. Call ahead - that way 


"The Prestige" makes movie magic 
by Alec Kempster, Staff Writer 


"The Prestige," a magical film 
filled with plot twist and intrigue, starts 
strong but loses steam at the end. 


The movie is set in tum of the 
century Victorian London. Two 
rival magIcIans, Alfred Borden 
(Christian Bale) and Robert Angier 
(Hugh Jackman) attempt to outdo 
one another and become London's 
premiere magician through intrigue 
and betrayal. Set at odds early in their 
careers by the tragic death of Angier's 
wife, the two become increasingly 
obsessed with destroying one another, 


even at the risk of ruining their own 
lives. 


"The Prestige" is written by 
Christopher Nolan, the man who 
brought us "Memento." In this film 
he makes use of flashbacks, and 
indeed flashbacks within flashbacks 
to confuse and mislead. However, 
the ob ervant moviegoer is able to 
pick out clues that hint at future plot 
twists. While not quite as ground
breaking as "Memento," the ending 
of "The Prestige" is still sure to leave 
most viewers shocked and surprised. 


bad option when you have to eat and run. 
It's not as good as the real stuff, it does 
suffice. 


Week 7 - Pita Pit! While it's not 
Doner kabob (yes, all of you that have 
been on study abroad, we miss it too) it 
is tasty. Both ofus had chicken club pitas, 
which were large and tasty. Think of it as 


Supporting roles include Rebecca 
Hall as Borden's increasingly 
confused wife, Scarlett Johansson as 
a stage assistant who falls for both 
men, and Michael Caine as a show 
promoter, magical coach, and mentor. 
Iiail has only a minor role in the film, 
and Johansson seems to be cast more 
for her ability to fill out the stage 
a sistant costume rather than for any 
significant acting parts. The real star 
of this group is Caine, who as the 
world-weary veteran continually trie 
to reign in the obsessions of Borden 
and Angier. 


The movie is beautifully shot 
and very well acted; however, it does 
slightly fall apart near the end. The 
movie works on the premise that 


$3.99 ($5.65 for a whole). They also have 
an amazingdesertselection, noneofwhich 
will run you over $2. Water Street coffee 
is available, imported wines, cheeses, 
chocolates, and anything else you could 
want in a market, save fresh fruit. If you 
are downtown, check this place out. It is a 
hidden gem in downtown Kzoo. 


all of the tricks performed by these 
two men can actually be preformed 
in the physical world. The attempts 
to outdo one another are based on 
figuring out each other's methods and 
then pushing the boundaries of what 
can and can't be done. At the end of 
the film, Nolan introduces an element 
of science fiction which, although 
it allows for a significant plot twist, 
leaves the vie\\er feeling somewhat 
cheated. It is almost as if Nolan were 
trying to incorporate a physiological 
dimension to the film which would 
have been more appropriate to a 
movie like "Memento." 


Regardless, "The Prestige" is one 
of the surprise hits of the season, and 
well worth the price of admission. 
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Hi and La encapsulates Midwestern warmth 
By Kat Bask;n 
Staff Writer 


rebuilding and restoration themselves, 
installing a new ceiling, converting the 
bar into a counter space, and tearing 
out three layers of carpeting 


kind of place. In the half hour I spent 
there, about ten people walked in and 
they knew almost everyone on a first 


Mile High Ham Sandwich and fried 
pickles when it was the neighborhood 
bar. The sign out front is actually the 


A drive down Douglas Avenue 
reveals the beauty of the Midwest. 
This beauty is not just I imited to the 
land, but it also extends to the people 
that live on it. 


- the first of which they 
found with a major blood stain 
from a shooting that took place 
more than 20 years ago. 


"Two men came in to rob 
the bar with shotguns," Norma 
said. "One of the men got 
excitcd and accidentally shot 
his partner in the back, killing 
him instantly," 


original, which was put up in 
1947 and reinstalled in 1999 by 
the same person who originally 
installed it. He was 16 in 1947 
and it was his first job. 


Stopping in at the Hi and Lo 
Convenience S'tore about five miles 
north of campus on Douglas Avenue, 
my opinion of Midwesterners, the 
unconventional beauty ofthe Midwest, 
is reaffirnled. After talking with the 
owners of the IIi and Lo, Norma and 
Bob Reed, my heart was filled with 
so much good Midwestern warmth 
that I thought I had lost sight of aU the 
cynicism I have learned to use to make 
sense (fun) of the world around me. I 
came to the conclusion that a good 
dose of Midwestern warmth is good 
for anyone and everyone - cynics 
included. 


Fortunately, the Hi and Lo 
has not experienced an armed 
robbery since the one incident, 
but likc many convenience 
stores they still fall victim 
to strong arm robbery a few 
times every year. That should 
not deter you from stopping in 
at the Hi and Lo. The Reeds 
are some of the friendliest 


The Hi and Lo convenience store 
enue is an inviting place despite its 


Photo/ Kat Baskin 
on Douglas Av-
history of crime. 


The Hi and Lo is located in 
Kalamazoo Township and most 
of the customers who come in 
used to attend the bar regularly. 
Regulars only make sense 
at a place like the I li and Lo, 
and with owners like Bob and 
Norma it is no wonder people 
find comfort and convenience 
in this little store. They work 
seven days a week and are 
proud to be so reliable to 
their customers. Bob said his 
favorite part about owning the 
Hi and Lo is talking with the 
people. 


Norma and Bob Reed had always 
dreamed of owning a business, and 
in 1999 they bought what used to be 
the Hi and Lo neighborhood bar and 
converted it into the neighborhood 
convenience store. They did all the 


people you'll ever meet. They have 
lived in Kalamazoo Township for 
more than 25 years and have been 
foster parents for more than 20 years. 
They are people with big hearts and 
their store is quite the "rna and pa" 


name basis. They even knew a few 
customers' preferred cigarettes. 


"Everybody's got something to 
talk about," he said. 


"About 90 percent of our 
customers are regulars," Bob said 
proudly. 


The Hi and Lo was known for its 


Bob and Norma are warm people 
with big hearts who love being parents 
to their own children, their foster 
children, and their customers. 


Counseling Corner: Breaking Up Is Hard to Do opportunities expanded 


By Kristin Gillen 
Contributor: Counseling Center 


The college environment 
can be a place that provides 
various opportunities for 
de.veloping new relationships, 
maintammg existing 
relationships, and considering 
the qualities one values 
within relationships. During 
this process of exploration, 
individuals often evaluate the 
romantic partnerships they 
are involved in and consider 
whether they want to remain 
with their partner, explore 
other potential alternatives, 
and/or focus on their own 
unique needs independent of 
a relationship. As a result of 
this time of exploration and 
reflection, individuals often 
consider whether their current 
relationships are meeting their 
evolving needs. 


A particularly difficult loss 


young adults encounter involves 
thelossofaromanticrelationship, 
as this termination can evoke 
strong feelings of helplessness, 
loss of control, sadness, anxiety, 
low self-esteem, loneliness, and 
anger. Students may experience 
difficulty concentrating on 
their academics, feel hopeless 
about finding another partner, 
and question their self-worth. 
Individuals may blame 
themselves and feel guilty 
if they initiated the breakup, 
while others feel abandoned 
and confused. Relationship 
breakups in young adulthood can 


. also be difficult because others 
sometimes view these losses 
as an expected' and 'common' 
experience at this time in life; 
therefore, others may not be as 
sensitive to individuals' grief 
and support needs while they are 
going through this process. 


In dealing with the difficult 
emotions often generated by 


breakups, people can employ 
many coping resources to help 
manage their reactions. It can be 
helpful to talk with close friends 
about the loss, participate in 
enjoyable activities, and engage 
in exercise. Additionally, some 
may find it beneficial to reflect 
on their learning experiences 
throughout the course of the 
relationship, consider positive 
aspects about the loss, and 
reflect on personal growth and 
strengths they have demonstrated 
throughout the process. 


Some individuals respond 
to this loss by grieving on their 
own, while others appreciate 
the option of additional support 
during this process. If you are 
experiencing a relationship 
breakup and would like to 
idelltifYaddi tional ways of coping 
with this loss, please consider 
making an appointment at the 
Counseling Center to discuss 
these concerns. 


If yot.fre (omrOitted to expancllng tustOl'1"Ef relationships and care alx>ut dofng 
'Nhat's nght for your CU~ orner, WI want you to JOin our innovative team today 
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• Education Assistance Program 
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Voices from afar: 
Reflections of juniors on study abroad 


So, today [ had my first 
encounter with surfing ... and I 
LOVED IT!!!! At first, I was 
reatly nervous because I'm 
not the strongest swimmer (I 
can s .... im, no problem, but I 
was scared the waves would 
make it a lot harder for me 
and my muscle-less arms). 
I kept psyching myself out, 
thinking about how I \yould 
probably gct swept up in the 
waves, and not have enough 
strcngth to get myself out. Or 
I would think that I would get 
hit in the head with my board 
and someone would have 
to come save me out of the 
water. 


The waves were 
crashing really hard, and I 
wasn't used to that, so it was 
making me really nervous. 
Nevertheless, I squeezed my 
body into the wet suit and 
walked down to the beach. 
There weren't enough boots 
and gloves for each person, 
but I decided I didn't want 
to wait, and went into the 
v"ater. WOOEEEE!!!! My 
feet were frozen on contact 
with the water. Luckily, 
they numbed up pretty fast, 
and then I was just fine. 


My friend Iris and J 
decided to share a board, 
since there were about two 


House of Cards By Cdleb Waldron 


people to every board. 
let Iris go first, so I could 
warm up (yeah, right) to the 
water and the wa\'es. Just 
standing in the middle of the 
North Sea, with the waves 
rumbling around me. I felt 
so tranquil and peaceful. I 
had never had a feeling like 
that before, and I loved it. 


Once Iris had her tum on 
the board, J grabbed it and 
tried it out. We didn't get 
any instruction beforehand, 
so we were just going on 
instinct. 


The first few times 
I had a really hard time 
balancing on the board. It 
felt so wobbly under my 
body, and I would never 
get quite balanced before 
the waves would come, but 
I didn't care. Just riding 
the wave, in any way, was a 
great feeling. Iris and I kept 
trading back and forth with 
the board and every time I 
got on the board, [ would get 
a little bit better. The first 
time I actually rode with 
the wave, lying on my belly, 
was such a cool feeling. It 
was like I was flying over 
the water; a much different 
feeling than body surfing. 


Eventually, the captain 
arri ved at the beach and 


joined our group of beginners 
out in the water. He would 
go up to each of us and give 
us pointers on how to ride the 
wave, \~hen to start paddling, 
and where to stand up on 
the board. Once Mal (the 
captain) gavc me his pointers 
about paddling right before 
the white of the wave came 
behind me, I caught every 
wave the right way. I felt 
unstoppable! I just kept 
going and going, over and 
over, n9 matter if I did 
anything more than just 
laying on my belly, riding 
the wave. 


After maybe five tries, 
I decided to try to stand up. 
I failed a fe .... times to start, 
but was soon able to gct up 
and kneel on the board. Mal 
commented on how well I 
was doing for a beginner, 
especially since the board 
1 was riding on had no fins 
underneath; the fins make the 
board more stable and keep 
it straight in the water. I was 
learning the hard \\ ay, 
because I had to work on 
paddling to catch the wave, 
but had to work even harder 
to keep the board from 
spinning around. He told 
me that once I got on a board 
with fins I would have a 
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Junior Elizabeth Primeau has relished her experience in 
'Aberdeen, Scotland-- especially learning how to surf. 


much easier time. 
After spending two 


hours in the water, I was able 
to kneel on the board pretty 
well, and actually stood up on 
the board once for just a few 
seconds. I felt the greatest 
sense of accomplishment 
when I stood up, finally, 
because J had worked so 
hard to get there. I never 
gave up, which surprised 


) 


me. I figured " would just 
get frustrated with it and end 
too early. But I stuck with 
it, and I loved it. I can't 
wait until next week, when 
I can hopcfully get out there 
again. 


So, moral of the story: I 
love surfing. I would hand 
in my snow board any day 
for a surfboard. 


-Elizabeth Primeau, K·08. 
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Stuck in the mud: Hornets fall to Olivet in season finale 
By Roger Garfield 
Executive Editor 


Before the game, Angell Field's 
green glass glistened beneath a gray sky 
- beckoning for footsteps. They came, 
they stomped, and they decimated the 
turf even before the first tackle was 
made. 


Unfortunately, the slippery, muddy 
field wasn't the only sloppy thing in 
Kalamazoo on Saturday, as the Hornets 
turned over the football three times in 
its season finale, losing to Olivet 43-
24. 


"(Olivet's) defense was the fastest 
we have faced," said head coach 
Terrance Brooks. "Their offense did a 
great job of adjusting to the poor field 
conditions and made some big plays in 
the passing game." 


At the outset, it seemed like it 
would be a low-scoring affair as the 
teams traded punts on the first nine 
possessions of the game. 


The Comets struck first blood four 
minutes into the second quarter when 
running back Brandon Seays dashed 
58 yards for a touchdown. The Hornets 
answered on the ensuing drive as Mike 
Benson took the ball 71 yards to pay 
dirt on a pass from quarterback Jordan 
Tallman. 


Olivet took a 17-10 advantage into 
intermission and expanded on that lead 
with a score on the first possession of 
the third. Again, Kalamazoo responded, 


this time thanks to a 65-yard kickoff 
return from Shane Nolan that sct up 
shop for the Hornets at Olivet's IS-yard 
line. Tallman scored six plays later on a 
one-yard run to make the score 23-17. 


That was as bright as it got for 
Kalamazoo, however. Olivet scored 
the next three touchdowns - one on a 
96-yard interception return - and shut 
out the Ilornets until Stephen Johnston 
managed to break off a 76-yard run for 
a score wi th less than 10 seconds to 
play. 


Tallman passed for 254 yards, 
but his two interceptions were costly. 
Johnston finished with 94 yards on 17 
carries. 


Sl.'11ior Jim Backoff led the 
defensive unit with seven tackles in his 
last game as a Hornet. Backoff, who 
returned to play Saturday after an ankle 
injury kept him sidelined for a bulk of 
the season, said nothing was going to 
keep him off the field. 


"If! hadn't been able to play ... I 
don't want to think about that really," 
he said. "I had (the ankle) all taped up. 
I was ready to go. It was great." 


The Hornets will miss his presence 
on the defensive line next year, as they 
hope to improve on a 2-7 record this 
season - one riddled with injuries and 
close losses. 


"That is sports," Brooks said. 
"You will always lose great seniors, 
and they will be sorely missed. The 
mark of a good program is being able 


The Hornets break it down one last time after after 
to keep the train rolling and having 
underclassmen step up as leaders." 


Other than Backoff, Kalamazoo 
lost three seniors - Tim Kaselitz, 
Rob Atwood and Mike Strong - to 
injuries that kept them sidelined for 
virtually the entire season. 


In their stead, some juniors and 
underclassmen got experience they 
wouldn't have otherwise had. 


Tallman will enter his scnior 
season next year with eight games 
of starting experience under his belt 
rather than a year of being Kaselitz's 
understudy. 


"He did a great job under a lot of 
pressure to fill Tim's shoes," Brooks 
said. "The team looked up to him as 


our starting quarterback and not a .. 
replacement player." 


In the end, the Hornets learned 
some valuable lessons. 


"They continued to work hard .• 
under a lot of adversity," Brooks said. 


And for the 10 seniors - Backoff, 
Kaselitz, Atwood, Strong, Chris ' 
Wernle, Mike Leifeld, Chris Smart, 
Jared Randall, Nate Bagley and Dave 
Kelly - whose playing careers may 
be done, there's something else that .. 
will live on. 


"I became really close with all the 
seniors on the team," Baekoff said. 
"They're gonna be lifelong friends, 
and we can always share the memories 
we had together on the field." 


Fast-break style of play planned for Hornet women's cagers 
By Mike leifeld 
Sports Editor 


After losing three of 
their top four scorers to 
graduation, the women's 
basketball team has a lot of 
changes to make. 


And with a team that has 
seven freshmen and just six 
upperclassmen, changes will 
be drastic. 


F or starters, coach Tes 
Sobomehin Johnson wants 
to morph the lIornets into a 
fast-break team. 


"We want to establish 
ourselves as a running 
team," she said. "The team is 


dedicated to it and if we pick 
up the pace it will be more 
interesting to watch." 


A must-have for running 
teams is able guards. And 
while the Hornets have zero 
returning post players, they 
do have depth and experience 
at the guard position. 


A lot of the team's 
success depends on the 
ability of the three team 
captains - Sara Lappan, 
Therese Demres, and Kelsea 
Howell who all play 
perimeter positions. 


Lappan, the team's only 
senior, will run the point for 
K; Demres, who was econd 


on the team in assists last 
season, will play shooting 
guard; and Howell, who was 
second on the team in scoring 
and third in rebounding, will 
play the wing. 


"The captains have 
been persistent about being 
good leaders on and off the 
court," Sobomehin Johnson 
said. ''I'm proud of them 
for taking over this young 
team. They really have it in 
their hands; they're starters 
and three of the best players 
on the team." 


K will also get help from 
returning guards Carmen 
Dorris, Jlannah Arion and 


Emily Collins. 
At the post position, 


the lIornets will play a 
rotation of five freshmen 
to keep their legs fresh 
so they can push the ball 
up the court. Sobomehin 
Johnson is looking for big 
things from Allie Oosta, 
Nyemade Cooper, Jenha 
Muir, Andrea Bedway and 
Sarah Thomasma. 


Kalamazoo was picked 
to finish last in the MIAA. 
The prediction won't get 
the Hornets do\\n, though. 
Instead, it motivates them. 


"We're a young team 
looking to prove ourselves 


in the league and sho\\ we .. 
have the ability to compete 
with the top teams in the 
league," Lappan said. 
"Being ranked ninth out of 
nine teams is a motivation 
for us to play better and pull ... 
off some up ets." 


The women's first home 
game will be played on ... 
Tuesday, Nov. 21, against 
Earlham. 


Sobomehin Johnson 
is looking forward to the 
contest. "Earlham is a very 
similar team to us," she " 
said. "They're young like 
us and it's a team we should 
compete with." 
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Worst leads deep senior class for men's hoops squad 
By Mike Leifeld 
Sports Editor 


a playoff and play hard all the time. 
This season I want to be a vocal and 
emotional leader as a captain and a 
scoring threat on the court." 


started in all 27 games last season. He 
was second on the team in rebounding 


Big man Phil Weaver also returns 
at center as a senior. At 6-leet-7, Weaver 
will be a dominating force in the paint. 


The men's basketball team will 
return three starters ITom the 2005-06 
season, but the big question this year 
is how they are going to fill two empty 
guard positions. 


The I [ornets lost their two starting 
guards - co-captains Tim Herman 
and Kyle Konwinski - to graduation 
in June. Herman and Konwinski both 
earned MlAA honors as they led 
Kalamazoo to a fourth place finish last 
season. 


"Those are two very difficult guys 
to replace," Hornets coach Rob Passage 
said. "But we have a lot of guys that 
were playing behind Tim and Kyle that 
are ready to step up." 


Passage is looking at a plethora of 
players to take on the challenge, which 
includes a loaded senior class. 


Also getting time at guard 
this season will be seniors Roger 
Garfield, Thomas Greer and Damon 
Krohn. Garfield's versatility, 
Greer's explosiveness and Krohn's 
shooting stroke - combined with 
Worst's leadership - just might 
serve as an adequate replacement 
for llerman and Konwinski. 


The Hornets will also get help 
at the guard position from senior 
Charlie Goetz and sophomores 
Ben Jerome, Jon Matyeh and Isaiah 
Novak who Passage believes are 
coming along nicely after they saw 
time on the junior varsity squad last 
year. 


He had 18 blocks last season. 
Preseason injuries have plagued 


Brinkman (foot) and Weaver (knee), 
forcing backup players to step into 
bigger roles, especially since Greer 
(ankle) and Garfield (foot) are also 
injured. 


Senior Adam Bezemek, junior 
Mat Kellogg and sophomore Henry 
McCain should all see significant 
playing time in the post this season. 
Bezemek is arguably the team's 
hardest worker, Kellogg the most 
athletic and McCain the most 
exciting to watch. Passage also 
likes the way sophomore forward 
Nate Orozco is progressing. Tn any 
case, whichever big man is on the 
court for the Hornets, they will 
have a viable post-up option. 


Senior Tyler Worst is one of these 
players. I Ie shot 34 percent from behind 
the arc after a shoulder injury plagued 
the start of his '05-06 season. This 
year, though, Worst is ready to take the 
reins as the team's captain and starti ng 
shooting guard. 


Kalamazoo opens the season 
in Ohio, playing Heidelberg in the 
first round of the Mt. St. Joseph 
Tournament tomorrow. The 
Hornets play their first home game 
on Stmday, Nov. 26. 


"I have huge expectations this 
year," Worst said. "We hit an obstacle 
with injuries but we still have a shot 
at being one of the top teams in the 
league. It just depends on how we work 
together as a team." 


Junior Pat Clancy will hold 
down the small forward position. He 
started every game for the Hornets 
as a sophomore, scoring 8.4 points 
per game (second best on the team) 
and grabbing 3.6 rebounds per game 
(third best on the team). 


Clancy has an able backup in 
Matt Wagner who, while he missed 
most of last season with an injury, is a 
solid scoring threat. 


Senior Thomas Greer rises for a finger-roll bas
ket in an MIAA game versus Adrian last season. 


Worst doesn't think the time missed 
last season will affect his performance 
and leadership abilities. 


"If anything, it motivates me," 
he said. "It reminds me to never take 


In the frontcourt, the Hornets are 
loaded with potential and talent. 


with four boards a game and third 
in scoring with 7.7 points per gamc. 
Brinkman was All-MJAA honorable 
mention and voted as the team's most 
improved player. Senior forward Brad Brinkman 


Sports in brief: Harriers finish season strong; 
slew of Hornets named to AII-MIAA teams 
Index Staff Reports 


Cross Country 
The women's and men's 


cross country teams traveled 
to Hanover, Ind., to compete 
in the Great Lakes Regional 
on Saturday and came back 
home with much to smile 
about. 


The women finished 
11111 out of 3 I teams, two 
points behind Hope College, 
the team at whose heels the 
Hornets nipped for the entire 
season. 


Sophomore Alison Ion 


completed her impressive fall 
season with a time of 23:44, 
good for 33,d place in a field 
of 220 runners. 


Freshman Jillian 
McLaughlin was right behind 
Iott, taking 40,h place with a 
time of 24:04. Senior Jenny 
Thomson broke the top 100 
with a 79,h placc finish and a 
time of 24:54 in her last race 
as a Hornet. 


On the men's side, 
seniors Max Melstrom and 
William Sbach closed out 
their fine Hornet careers 
within 20 secotJds of each 


other. Melstrom (27: 12) took 
home 59111 and Sbach (27:31) 
placed 79'h in a field of231 to 
help lead the Hornets to a 20111 


place team finish. 


Standout Hornets 
The All-MIAA honors 


for the fall sports are in. 
The following Hornets were 
awarded for their efforts on 
the courts, hills, fields and 
pitches this season: 


Volleyball 
Junior Laura Winkler -


Honorable Mention. (Winkler 


was also named to the ESPN 
The Magazine Academic AlI
District IV Second Team.) 


Women's cross country 
Sophomore Alison 


lott and freshman Jillian 
McLaughlin - First Team 


Men's cross country 
Senior Max Melstrom 


- Second Team 


Women's soccer 
Senior Jenn Russart and 


sophomore Kelly Lepper 
- First Team 


Seniors Kari Brodsky, 
Lizzy Haulsein, junior 
Aliza Caplan and freshman 
Kassie Johnston - IIonorable 
Mention 


Men's soccer 
Senior Brett Bullard 


and junior Scott McDonald 
- First Team 


Sophomore Justin Evans 
and freshman Rob Linden 
- Second Team 


Seniors Matt Goldberg 
and Evan Wright - Honorable 
Mention 


Football 
Seniors 1 ared Randall 


and Chris Werme - First 
Team 


Senior Mike Leifeld, 
junior 10rdan Tallman and 
sophomore Jon Rea - Second 
Team 


Junior Randy Rzeznik. 
sophomore Shane Nolan and 
freshman Stephen Johnston 
- Honorable Mention 
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New faces 
to bring in 
new faces 
Changes in 
admissions 
staff 
By Chelsea Phelps 
Executive Editor 


K College underwent 
another change this 
summer, losing four 
admissions counselors. 


Director of 
Admissions John Carroll 
and admissions counselors 
Andy Strickler, Juan 
Tavares, and Dick Van 
Antwerp all left the 
college to pursue various 
other ventures. 


Carroll, whose career 
in admissions spans 27 
years, spent nine of them 
at K, years he described 
as his best. 


"It was tough to 
leave," said Carroll. "I 
had a new opportunity to 
work for the ACT, which 
will be replacing the 
MEAP. The ACT created 
a job in Michigan and I 
didn't want to move so I 
took it." 


Following Carroll's 
departure in May, 
Strickler left in July after 
accepting a position as 
the associate director 
of admissions at Beloit 
College in Wisconsin. The 
dual role of cross-country 
coach and admission 
director at K was one of 
the contributing factors to 
his departure. 


"I loved coaching 
but it was just getting to 


> >Change: Page 3 


PhotofJaclyn Sanders 
The College Democrats hosted a convention Tuesday night in Dalton to raise awareness about the election. 


Dems in the 'Zoo 
Kalamazoo Community Democratic Convention a success 
By Jaclyn Sanders 
Opinions Editor 


It's not every day a senator 
comes to Kalamazoo, and it's 
even less common for one to 
come to Kalamazoo College. 
So it's no surprise that Sen. 
Carl Levin's (D-Mich.) keynote 
address at the Kalamazoo 
College Democratic Convention 
attracted attention from K 
students, former elected officials, 
and community members alike. 


The Kalamazoo College 
Democrats, according to 
Treasurer Joel Greenblatt 
K'09, have been organizing the 
convention since spring quarter. 
Their efforts attracted a range 
of speakers, Tuesday night 
in Dalton Theatre, including 
Michigan House canclidate 
and former Kalamazoo mayor 
Robert "Bob" Jones and 
Michigan Democratic Party 


Chair Mark Brewer. 
The overall message of the 


convention, according to College 
Democrats Chair William Sbach 
K'07, was not to encourage 
attendees to vote Democrat in 
the upcoming election. Instead, 
the aim was to recruit volunteers 
to help win the pivotal races in 
the Kalamazoo area. 


"We need to walk the 
streets, go door to door, convince 
the people we can win this," said 
Sbach, "we can win, but we need 
your help." 


Throughout the convention, 
the speakers all reinforced this 
message, with Alexander Lipsey 
K'72, canclidate forthe Michigan 
House of Representatives, 
providing anecdotes of elections 
won and lost by fewer than 10 
votes and Senator Carl Levin 
recalling how he had spent five 
hours bringing a single person 
to the polls to vote for John F. 


Kennedy, resulting in Kennedy 
winning the district by one vote. 


Kim Clark, U.S. 
Congressional candidate 
running against incumbent Fred 
Upton (R-Mich.), spoke about 
the importance of honesty in 
politics, and the Democratic ideal 
of never being alone. He said 
he had come to the convention 
because Lipsey and Levin, two 
of the catalysts in his decision to 
run for office, were speaking, but 
also because he was impressed 
with the energy of the young 
people at Kalamazoo. 


In fact, the convention 
focused on the importance of 
young people in politics. It 
continually affirmed the need 
to vote and to get out the vote, 
to use the three weeks until 
the election to increase the 
excitement about Democratic 
candidates and be unafraid to 
volunteer. 


Guber
natorial 
face-off 
Granholm, 
De Vos debate 
By Phil Taylor 
Features Editor 


Michigan's 
foundering economy was 
grounds for debate on 
Tuesday, Oct. 10, when 
Democratic incumbent 
Gov. Jennifer Granholm 
and Republican challenger 
Dick DeVos faced off in a 
televised debate in Grand 
Rapids. 


The candidates for 
governor of Michigan 
also answered questions 
from debate panelists and 
Michigan voters regarding 
healthcare, education, 
abortion laws, stem-cell 
research, and campaign 
ethics. 


Both candidates were 
criticized after their first 
debate for skirting the 
issue of economic growth 
in Michigan, a theme that 
dominated this debate, the 
second of three before the 
Nov. 7 election. Candidates 
discussed specific 
strategies for recovering 
jobs and lowering 
Michigan's nation-worst 
unemployment rate. 


DeVos accused 
Granholm of sending a 
"chilling" message to 
investors considering 
bringing business to 
Michigan, and promised 
to cut the Single Business 
Tax and lower personal 
property taxes. 


"The gQvernor's 
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KATE'S PEOPLE 
Name: K'tanaw Schiff. K'IO 
Birthday: March 29. 1987 
Hometown: Hlmtington 
Woods and South Lyon. 
Michigan 
Residence: Crissey 107 
Studies: Currently consider
ing anthropology or religion. 
Classes: Freshman seminar: 
Reading German Fairy Tales, 
Intro to the lewish Tradition, 
Improv for Effective Dialogue 
and Community. Yoga 


Acthities: Kaleidoscope. JSO, Childish Games Commission. 
works in Admissions office, leader in Kalanlazoo area ofHa
bonim Dror: a youth movement 
K Plan: Spent last year in Israel voltmteering, would poten
tially like to go back for study abroad or to Senegal or Kenya 


Favorites: 
Sodexho entree: I like Mini Wheats with soy milk. When 


they nm out of Mini Wheats I am very sad. I also like the ice 
cream in nom1al cones. 


Smell: The smell of the air when snow is about to come. 
Texture: Soft and f1uflY. Or squishy. 
Childhood toy: I used to play with American Girl dolls, 


Felicity wa~ my favorite. 
Beatie: John LCimon 
Font: Book Antiqua 
Article of c1otlring: I like scarves, especially ones from 


friends or foreign countries. 
Song: "Jerusalem" by Dan Bern 
Campus spot: The chairs at the fire circle. 


If you were an animal cracker, what would you be and 
why? Is there a penguin animal cracker? I'd be the penguin. 
Who doesn'( want to be the penguin? 
List three adjevtives your friends would use to describe 
you: Obsessive-compulsive. giving. low-key. 
List three adjectives you would use to describe yourself: 
Organized, cwious, resourceful, creative. 
What are your passions? Traveling, living in foreign places, 
leaming about other people and cultures and what affects them 
in their societies. volunteering, meeting new people. just learn
ing: broadelring my own personal awareness to everything. 
watching movies, listening to music, doing arts and crafts. and 
anything else that fits along tllose lines. 
What brought you to K? I'm used to the small envirolUllent. 
I don't like big schools where I'm a number I like walking 
arOlmd campus and seeing some new faces. but knowing most. 
I loved the friendly environment and students I met when I 
visited. tlley were so excited about the school. I also felt like I 
had the opportunity to do so much more on a small campus. 
)fyou could change one thing about the world, what would 
it be and why? I tlrink it would be the mentality of apathy 
people have toward issues affecting their society and world. 


-compiled b,\' Kate Boehm, Erecutive Editor. 


The Index On the Quad 


Let's go Hornets! 
Anderson to house Homecoming pep rally Friday at 9 
By Julie Nguyen 
and Roger Garfield 
Index Staff 


Thanks to a collaborative 
effort from the Athletic 
Leadership Council, Student 
Activities Committee, K
Cheer, "Stingerzz" and 
tile pep band, K students 
will definitely be buzzing 
tomorrow night - and not 
in the typical fashion to be 
expected at the start of every 
weekend. 


Yes, a new tradition will 
begin Friday as Anderson 
Athletic Center will play 
home to a pep rally. The 
festivities begin at 9 p.m. 


To the ALC leaders 
spearheading the event, 
they see the pep rally as an 
opportunity to bring athletes 
and non-athletes together. 


"We want to engage the 
entire campus and instill 
school spirit," said ALC 
treasurer Karman Hamlin. 


The ALC hopes a 
competltlve spirit will help 
each class bond as they 


compete in games for chances 
to win prizes. 


Contests like chicken toss 
- where participants will 
shoot rubber chickens out of 
sling shots into goals as 
well as tug-of-war, caterpillar 
and snap-it-up will fill the 
evening. Faculty and sta'ff 
members will also get loud 
and cheer on their respective 
departments to slam their 
drinks in a juicy round of 
apple juice chug. 


Students wishing to 
participate in pep rally games 
can sign up at a table in Hicks 
Center today or Friday. The 
ALC thinks students who 
haven't necessarily been 
active athletics fans before 
can enjoy themselves Friday. 


"I think it's an easy way 
for people who haven't been 
supporters to get in the door 
and get interested about K 
athletics," said Liz Okey, 
ALC president. 


"It's a good way to 
participate with athletes and 
to work towards a common 
goal, towards more unity," 


added Kelly Amrhein, ALC 
secretary. 


The pep rally will also 
feature the K cheerleaders 
flying high in the air, the 
"Stingerzz" dance team 
showing off their moves and 
the pep band buzzing along 
all the while. 


Kalamazoo College 
students will "praise the 
home where friendships bond 
and weld so true and strong" 
- as they shout and scream 
in unison to parts of the 
Kalamazoo fight song. 


The ALC raised money for 
tile pep rally through a NCAA 
scholarship it garnered by 
applying for a sportsmanship 
grant. 


The pep rally is the first of 
three events the ALC plans on 
hosting this year. A dodgeball 
tournament is scheduled for 
winter quarter, and a powder
puff football game is on tap 
for the spring. 


"Our hope is it's something 
that's going to last," said 
Hamlin. "We hope people get 
excited about it." 


While working on hiS SIP this past summer, Senior Zachary Dean 
man took this picture of Luo schoolchildren in Kisumu, Kenya, near Lake Victoria. 


Photo of the ..... eek is a chance for studentsJaculty and staff to share interestillg images from their 
personal lives and the world around them. Please s"bmit digital photos to index@kzoo.edu or 
hard copies to the Index mail box at the Mail Hut in DeWaters. Hard copies will be returned. 
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Denison's Westfall to step in as new VP and dean of students 
By Roger Garfield 
Executive Editor 


There-'s a new sheriff in 
town. 


"I'm really thrilled about 
joining the K community," 
Dr. Westfall said. "What 
attracted it to me at this 
point in my career is it's a 
small, liberal arts college, a 
strong school with a lot of 
energy and anticipation and 
optimism about the future." 


a broader international 
student base and its campus 
sits on a hill, "more secluded 
from its neighbors than K," 
Dr. Westfall said. 


interest in extra curricular 
activities, Dr. Westfall 
suggests students take their 
cues from other people 


speakers, it might be hard 
for them to understand that's 
an important part of being 
a K College student," she 


Kalamazoo College 
announced on Oct. 6 that the 
position of vice president 
for student development 
and dean of students has 
been filled. 


The choice: Dr. Sarah 
Westfall, a Three Rivers 
native and the current dean 
of students at Denison 
University III Granville, 
Ohio. 


Initially, Dr. Westfall's 
plans are simple. She wants 
to get to know as many 
of the students, staff and 
faculty as she can to help 
acclimate her to the culture 
and develop relationships. 


"My plan isn't to come 
in and kick the doors down," 
she said. "There's still way· 
more I don't know than 
what I do know." 


"One of the things 
I really like about K is 
so many students go off 
campus," she said. "As 
an undergrad (at DePauw 
University in Indiana), 
I know how powerful 
that experience can be. 
I also was interested in 
returning to a campus 
without a Greek system. 
That was appealing to 
me." 


said. "All of those things 
are on the same hand." 


As far as student 
discipline goes, Dr. 
Westfall stresses that the 
more information she can 
provide, the better. 


"More 
is good 
understand 


transparency 
so people 
what the 


Dr. Westfall knew about 
K-College growing up, but 
when it came time for her 
college decision, it wasn't 
in the cards. 


"I t was too close to 
home," she said. 


Beginning in January, it 
will be home. Dr. Westfall 
will replace Vaughn 
Maatman, who resigned at 
the end of last school year. 


Dr. Westfall will arrive 
at Kalamazoo after as six
year stint as a dean and 
associate dean at Denison, 
which has roughly one-third 
the student population of 
K. Some other differences: 


In thinking about how 
she'll influence campus 
beginning in the winter, 
Dr. Westfall already has 
her wheels turning. 


Regarding student 


Photo/ kzoo.edu 
New VP and dean of students Sarah 
Westfall will begin at K on Jan. 2. 


life, she acknowledges 
K's academic prowess but 
senses that students aren't 
as well balanced as they 
could be. To invigorate 


consequences might be, 
so there are no surprises," 
she said. "Work on the 
front end to help students 
make good decisions is 
always better than having 
to be responding III 


reaction to them." 
Dr. Westfall officially 


begins her post on Jan. 
2. While she admits it 


will be a tough transition 
leaving Denison, she says, 
"I'm nothing but excited 
about coming to K." Denison has a Greek system, 


Change: High turnover rate in admissions 
From Front 
be a bit much," Strickler said. "The 
rule is in higher education that you 
have to move up and move out. I 
am ambitious and the only way to 
advance was to m6ve, so I made a 
decision. " 


Tavares also made the tough 
decision to take a new opportunity 
when he accepted the position 
of Senior International Student 
Admissions Counselor at the 
Haenicke Institute for Global 
Education at Western Michigan 
University, an offer he could not 
refuse. 


"I really like K, I learned 
everything that I know at K, it was a 
tough decision," said Tavares. 


Also departing K was 
VanAntwerp, whose retirement 
was his cause for departure, though 
he can still be seen frequently on 
campus. 


The loss and replacement of 
four admissions counselors, or 
40 percent of the staff, may seem 
like a significant change in one 


year. Strickler, however, said that 
admissions is a field with a high 
turnover rate. and while 40 percent 
may seem like a high percentage, it 
is normal. 


This week marks the start for 
Carroll's replacement, Eric Staab, 
formerly of Grinnell College, an 
institution with a high level of 
international recruitment. 


While last year several rumors 
swirled around about Carroll's 
unannounced departure, Vice 
President of Admissions Joellen 
Silberman said that Carroll 
resigned. 


"He was at a point where after 
nine years he was figuring out what 
to do next," said Silberman. "I 
don't think his personality clicked 
as well with Dr. Wilson-Oyeleran 
as it did with Dr. Jones, which can 
lead one to make a decision." 


The next supplement in the 
admissions series will investigate 
the changes in admission and the 
future direction that the college 
will take. 


in the environment, like 
faculty and staff. 


"If students don't see 
them going to plays and 


Debate: Candidates discuss economy 
From Front 
plan is clearly not working. Jobs 
continue to leave our state because 
we are the only state that punishes 
our manufacturers," said DeVos. 


Granholm plans to replace 
the Single Business Tax with a 
tax the Michigan Manufacturers 
Association says will support 
single manufacturers, she said. 
She accused DeVos of eliminating 
1,400 jobs from his manufacturing 
company Alticor, and investing $2 
million in plants in China. 


"He is not a jobs maker in 
Michigan, that is a fact," she said. 


Tuesday's debate was a chance 
for DeVos to improve his position 
in the polls, but both area democrats 
and republicans agree that 
Granholm's performance appeared 
more convincing. 


"I thought she came across 
better prepared. Her answers were 
more specific and clear," said Genna 
Nichols of the Kalamazoo County 
Democratic Party over the phone. 
Nichols says DeVos' openmg 


statement criticizing Granholm is a 
reflection of his negative campaign 
strategies, and commends Granholm's 
focus on plans to improve Michigan. 
She says the Kalamazoo County 
Democratic Party received several 
calls the day after the debate from 
people interested in volunteering for 
Granholm's campaign. 


One member of the Kalamazoo 
College Republicans agrees that 
Granholm is a better political 
performer, but says Granholm's 
performance as governor speaks for 
its self. 


"The thousands of lost jobs are 
substantial evidence that not enough 
is being done," said Kyle Lincoln. 
Lincoln says he believes Granholm 
could gain four or five points in the 
polls as a result of the debate, but 
feels her sol utions to Michigan's 
economic problems are insufficient. 


"I think she's walking into a 
difficult office, but her strategy 
seems to be to add fluid to a broken 
container rather than fix its holes," 
he said. 
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Welcome to K: New faculty join campus community (Part Three) 
By Jillian McLaughlin 
Staff Writer 


Dr. Jeff Cabusao, English 


Dr. Jeff Cabusao is ready to bring 
a blend of perspectives to the English 
Department this year. 


"I'm interested in advancing an 
interdiscip1inary approach to the study 
of culture and society, specifically within 
the context of. .. U.S. Ethnic Studies, 
Asian American Studies, Critical Filipino 
Studies, and Cultural Studies," Cabusao 
said. 


Cabusao's background are as varied 
as his specialties. His parents are from 
the Philippines and his father was in the 
military. He was born in Honolulu, raised 
in San Diego and Orlando, and went to 
college in Ohio at Oberlin. 


At Oberlin, Cabusao received a 
degree in English and Cross Cultural 
Ethnic Studies, an individual major he 
designed. He finished his Ph.D. at the 
University of Michigan this year after 
receiving a master's in Asian American 
Studies at UCLA. 


Cabusao's main focus is American 
Literature in the 20 th century, specifically 
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African American and Asian American 
writers. This year Cabusao is teaching 
Studies in U.S. Ethnic Literature, African 
American Literature, and Reading 
Autobiography. 


"1 find that writers, theorists, and 
cultural workers engaged in social 
movements from the 1930s through the 
1960s and 70s have much to tell us about 
different ways in which we can engage 
U.S. society today, especially given our 
current global situation," Cabusao said. 


Professor Cabusao hopes to spend as 
much time learning as he does teaching at 
K this year. 


"I'd like to share what I've learned 
over the years in graduate school," said 
Cabusao, "but more importantly I like 
to think that I'm here to learn how to 
engage young people who are not only 
very serious about what they learn in 
the classroom, but are also very serious 
about engaging the world ... and making 
a difference." 


~rofessor Danna Epbland, English 


Poet Danna Ephland joins the 
campus as Professor Ephland this fall 
after working on an MFA in creative 
writing at Notre Dame. 


At 1(, Ephland is teaching 
Introduction To Creative Writing all 
three quarters and Contemporary Poetry 
in the spring. Her teaching background 
is varied but deeply rooted in the arts. 
Before becoming a visiting professor 
at 1(, Ephland taught dance at Western 
Michigan University in addition to 
creative writing. Currently, Ephland has 
classes to teach at Kellogg Community 
College part-time and she teaches a class 
in the community integrating dance and 
poetry, she said. 


"As an arts educator for over a 
decade, 1 think that will, that certainly 


informs the way that I teach. Experiential 
learning is a big component of that. .. 
There are some of us who find our own 
teaching and creative work inseparable in 
a way, informing each other," she said. 


Dancing led her to write poetry. 
Ephland received her B.F.A. in Dance 
at York University in Toronto but 
discontinued performing. "I was a dancer 
for a very long time and when I stopped 
performing 1 started writing poetry," said 
Ephland. 


Before she 
found a love 
for teaching 
poetry and 
writing, she 
explored other 
career paths. 


to work at a small liberal arts college," 
said Ohlandt. "I understand why students 
would choose this school over a big state 
school or a big research school." 


This year Ohlandt is teacfungTheatre 
of Revolt and Fundamentals of Acting. In 
the spring she will direct the main stage 
production for the theatre department, 
"The Mad Woman ofShaillot." 


"I'm very excited to do that play 
because .. .it's been three years since 


I've done 
any directing 
because I've 
been busy 
finishing 
my degree," 
Ohlandt said. 


Ohlandt 
is one of 
two Mellon 


"It takes a 
lot of patience 
in your life 
but sometimes 
that's just 
who you are," 
Ephland said. 
"I feel I'm 


post-doctoral 
teaching 
fellows at K.. 
Professor Jeff 
Cabusao 1S 


Professor Danna Ephland joins the English department. the other. The 


finally well into middle-age and I really 
know what I want to do and I love what 
I'm doing and it took me a long time to 
figure out and that exploration is really 
worth the trip. It's harder but maybe 
more satisfying," Ephland said. 


Dr. D. Ohlandt, Theater 


Dr. D. Ohlandt joins the theatre 
department this fall after a summer spent 
with her new husband and two cats, Rai 
andVma. 


Ohlandt is already familiar with a 
liberal arts education. She attended the 
New College of Florida, a school with 
less than ha1fthe student body ofK.. 


''Mostly because of where I did my 
undergraduate education I already wanted 


Mellon foundation pays for four recent 
University of Michigan Ph.D.s to teach 
for one year at either Oberlin College 
or Kalamazoo College, according to 
Ohlandt. 


"It's really good for me 10 have a 
year where I can really focus on making 
my teaching better whereas if I had 
gone straight into a tenure track job .. .I 
wouldn't have a chance to reflect on how 
I can make my teaching better," said 
Ohlandt. 


"1 really like that students here are 
invested in their own education, which is 
not something I always saw when I was 
teaching at the University of Michigan," 
Ohlandt said. 'There were many students 
who were invested but the percentage of 
students invested here is higher." 


Men A ainst Gender Violence 


THE PASSAGE 
MAGAZIKE 


Tllc CllIirl' ClIll HI..., COllllllllllil\ is \\CicOlllC 
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Counseling Corner: Addressing challenges for ethnic and racial minority students 
By Dr. Danielle Standish 
Contributor: Counseling Center 


For many of our 
students, adjusting to being 
at K means adjusting to 
being in a predominantly 
white institution away 
from the comforts of their 
communities . Being thrust 
into the K environment 
is similar to having the 
proverbial "fish out of water" 
experience. By coming 
to K, some students who 
strongly relate to their ethnic 
and/or racial identity may 
be immersed into cultural 
traditions and values that 
are strongly contrasted in 
their commUnIties . They 
may also be faced with the 
negative impression that 
their cultural traditions and 
values are not as appreciated 
as the mainstream dominant 
culture. 


Ethnic and racial 
minority students may 
experience some challenges 
as they try to acclimate 
to the K culture as their 
current values, beliefs, and 
behaviors may be extremely 
different. As noted by 
Cunningham (2003), there 
may be a continuum of time 
or~entation (circular-"loose" 
vs. linear-"rigid"), space 
and tempo (synchronicity
harmony vs. independence
individuality) types of 


reasoning that is valued 
(intuiti ve-comprehensi ve 
vs . linear-analytical), 
types of verbal messages 
used (formal-verbal vs . 
inform al-n 0 n- verb a I), 
societal role expectations 
(flexible vs. non-flexible) 
and interpersonal 
relationships (collectivist 
vs. individualistic) . 


As students try to adapt 
to their new environment, 
they may experience some 
"culture shock". Some 
signs of culture shock may 
include, but are not limited 
to, extreme home sickness, 
irritability, withdrawal from 
people who are different 
from them, a new and 
intense feeling of loyalty to 
their own culture, anger over 
minor inconveniences, loss 
of ability to work effectively, 
depression, and the inability 
to concentrate. Although it 
may be difficult to overcome 
the differences, there are 
some ways to help combat 
the shock. Students may join 
organizations on campus 
that ascribe to their ethnic or 
racial group (i.e. ASA, BSO, 
JSO, Latino Organization, 
etc.) to establish a supportive 
network of students of 
a similar background. 
Students should also consider 
maintaining previous healthy 
relationships and ties to their 
former community. Lastly, 


students should expect that 
the transition to K may be 
difficult and should give 
themselves time to . adjust. 


The Counseling Center 
is committed to working with 
students to address many 
personal concerns including 
addressing a difficult 
transition . to K. The "I Dig 


the Skin I'm In" support 
group is designed to offer 
underrepresented ethnic 
and racial minority students 
a supportive environment 
to discuss issues related 
to diversity, cultural 
identity, acculturation, 
transition, relationships and 
challenges they may face at 


CHEERS and JEERS 


K. A very similar support 
group is also available for 
international students . If 
you are interested in the 
support group for ethnic 
and/or racial minorities or 
for international students, 
please email stand ish@kzoo. 
edu or afox@kzoo.edu, 
respectively. 


Beginning this week the Index will feature a new section called "Cheers and Jeers, ., 
to give students the opportuni~v to voice any rants and raves they have about 
what:~ happening on campus. We encollrage students to share with the Index things 
that people or organizations have done to make an impression on yo II, for better or 
for worse. Please send any short alld tactful submissiolls, including Ilame alld class to 
illdexlQjkzoo. edit. 


"CHEERS to the endowment that paid for Kalamazoo art students to visit the Art 
Institute of Chicago for free." --Zachary Dean Norman, K'07 


"JEERS to people who talk in the library. If you want to have social time, go 
somewhere else." --Andrew Schneider, K'07 


"JEERS to the poor handicap accessibility of the campus, particularly the dorms." 
--Michael Schoettle, K'07 


"CHEERS to the great job of the Kalamazoo College recycling crew." 
--Anastasia Wright, K'(17 


"JEERS to the students who chose to watch Grey's Anatomy instead of registering to 
vote." --Nick Curwen, K'07 


"CHEERS to the landscaping crew for their wonderful work on the feathery trees by 
Olds Upton." --Catherine Neuner, K'07 


"JEERS to mySIP." --Alexandra Cervini, K'07 


, 
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New experiences: student from Spain reflects on life at K 
By Carlos Cabrero 
Contributor 


My name IS Carlos Cabrero, and 
I am an international student from 
Madrid, Spain. I have been living on 
the campus of Kalamazoo College for 
one month so far. During this time, I 
have had some good experiences and 
some bad experiences. Since most of 
the time when somebody tells me 
something I like it better if it is good 
news, that is exactly how I am going 
to tell you about my experiences 
here. 


First of all, as a good experience 
I have to say that I was amazed when 
I arrived here by the idea of living 
within a residence hall with a lot of 
people (girls) that were my age. Once 
I stepped into my room, suddenly 
two ideas came into my mind: 
"Damn, this is tiny! I guess that I'll 
be alone here ... wait ... no ... who's 
that Japanese guy!" and "Wow! This 
is going to be like the' American Pie' 


Voices from afar: 


movies for sure!" Anyway, by this 
time I know that the Japanese guy 
is called Yoshihio and is really nice, 
and that the RAs the hallways make 
sure that the residence halls don't 
become the next "American Pie." 


I guess that so far living in the 
residence hall has been my one of 
my best experiences here. In Spain 
we don't usually have residence 
halls within the campus, and people 
have to go outside the college to 
look for some place to stay, which 
most of the times is also really fun. 
Living with so many people gathered 
in the same place as you are makes 
the residence become a huge family. 
Plus most of the times those kids 
are the same people with whom you 
party at night. 


However, there has been nothing 
better than the green on my eyes 
when I received my first paycheck 
for being a Spanish TA, although it 
was not that much. To be honest, I 
had never worked before. It is not 


Reflections of juni.ors on study abroad 
As I sit here in the echoing library 


at the Universidad de Extremadura, 
trying to upload who-knows-how
many photos to some photo website, 
I'm beginning to realize one thing: 
I take too many pictures. The fact 
that I've taken around 1,000 photos 
in the last three weeks since arriving 
in Caceres, Spain probably has to do 
more with my obsessive picture-taking 
tendencies than anything. However, I 
like to think that having available to me 
every photographer's best friend - a 
great subject certainly helps. 


The city of Caceres is around 
the same size as Kalamazoo, but with 
a lot more people and a much more 
metropolitan atmosphere. Just off of 
the Plaza Mayor stands the remnants of 
the original walled city, originally built 
by the Romans and since modified by 
the Muslims and Christians. This so
named "Parte Anngua" is home to 
many picturesque historic monuments, 
restaurants, bars, and the like. Those 
in my group and I have found it easy 
to get lost among the stone streets and 
gothic arches, and pictures can't really 


do justice to how beautiful this area of 
town really is. 


The rest of the city is bustling, and 
the arrival of the college crowd about a 
week ago has made the busses, clubs, 
and bookstores extremely busy. At the 
university, I'm taking six classes (the 
numberofwhich is a little overwhelming 
coming from K), including Portuguese 
and Islam in Spain, and will begin my 
ICRP next semester (as I am enrolled in 
the nine-month study abroad program 
here). Having the ability to take any 
class I wish is definitely one of my 
favorite parts of study abroad, and I 
have found myself driven much more 
by curiosity than by grades as I am at 
K. Our classes are entirely in Spanish, 
of course, which has proven to be an 
advantage for the most part. Learning 
the language has definitely been the 
most difficult and rewarding part of my 
time here. 


I'm living with a host family, in a 
small apartment in the center of the city. 
My madre, Emilia, is extremely nice 
and has helped to make the transition 
to living here very smooth. Each 


that I am spoiled or lazy; it is just 
that in Spain people don't really 
work and get money for it until they 
finish their degrees in college. 


Once I came here I thought that I 
was going to miss the great "Movida 
Madrilena," where people party until 
they get bored at 12 in the morning, 
but I really don't miss it that much, 
since parties at Kalamazoo are really 
nice, and people tend to be as "crazy" 
(in the good sense) as I expected 
them to be. On the other side, there 
has already been some trouble at 
night for some people coming back 
to their places, but that is so normal, 
and happens so many times in so 
many places in the world that I don't 
even consider it a bad experience. 


One bad experience would be 
meal times. I feel as if I am eating 
all the time. Breakfast begins at 
7:30 and the last one is served at 10. 
Then at 11:30, next meal until I, or 
1 :30, I don't remember. Then most 
of the times people go to the library, 


but before studying they stop by 
Beaner's (I always have a chocolate 
cookie ... awesome!), so it can count 
as an appetizer for the (guess what) 
next meal starting at 5. I know that 
a lot of people may say that you 
can always choose between having 
breakfast at 7:30 in the morning or 
having breakfast at 10, but what 
I don't understand is why there is 
so much pressure to eat during the 
day, when from 7 p.m. on people 
normally starve to death until the 
next breakfast. At this point I must 
thank God for letting me know about 
superb Jimmy John's restaurants, for 
which I am the number one guest 
(Big John is always a good second 
choice). 


More or less that is pretty much 
what I have lived here for a month. 
I expect many other things will 
happen in the next eight months that 
I am going to spend at Kalamazoo 
College. Maybe I'll tell you more 
about it then. 


Bard 
Junior Jessica Bard on a beach in Cascais, Portugal, during her study abroad in Caceres, Spain. 


weekday I go to classes in the moming, 
come home for lunch (the biggest and 
most important meal of the day here) 
around 2:30, go back to the univerSity 
to finish any other classes I have, and 
come home for dinner around 9:30. The 
schedule has been a little hard to get 
used to, as have many other aspects of 
Spanish living, but I'm enjoying it and 
have managed to find some common 
ground across cultures. 


The time I've spent so far in Spain 
has been incredible and stressful all at 


the same time. It's sometimes hard to 
imagine where I am in the world, and 
yet I feel so close to my K education. I 
often try to write down a few goals for 
myself before beginning a new quarter, 
experience, etc., but being here has 
shown me that living in the moment 
and experiencing life where I am is 
more important than living towards 
any goal. However, there is one goal 
I certainly need to set for myself: take 
fewer pictures. 


--Jessica Bard, K'08. 
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Trapped in the closet? Not quite 
By Alice lott 
Staff Writer 


Coming Out Week came and went 
again this year on campus, and once 
again I spent most of my time trolling 
around Facebook when I should have 
been doing something important, such 
as my homework. 


We all have various degrees of 
personal information displayed on our 
profiles some of us leave out our 
hometown, others have everything down 
to the first movie they ever watched, 
while most of us are somewhere in 
between. But in the midst of a week 
wherein closeted people are encouraged 
to come out as gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
or transgendered, a growing number of 
us do not list sexual preference on our 
profiles. 


Why is this? Are we afraid to tell 
the world who we would like to date and 
have sex with and fall in love with? Do 
we deny and repress our deeper sexual 
urges? 


I don't think so. After trying out 
different ways to list my own sexual 
preference, I became one of these 
people who would rather keep it private. 
I have talked to others who do the same 
and they are not repressed - they are 
instead some or all of these things: open 
to the possibility of meeting anyone 


personally reserved, uninterested in 
categories, or resistant to identification 
by sexual preference alone. 


College is a place to experiment with 
identity and preference, to learn about 
who and where we are in the world. I've 
had friends who can't quite make 
up their minds about their sexual 
identity and preference even now 
because they are not sure of what 
the categories and definitions 
mean. A report in the early 
1990s by the Kinsey Institute 
stated that according to surveys 
of Americans of all consensual 
ages, sexual experience does not 
always determine which label a 
person uses. In other words, men 
who had had sex with men or 
women did not always identify 
themselves as gay or straight, and the 
same held true for women. The report 
concluded that the definitions of labels 
of "gay," "straight," "bisexual," and the 
like are determined somewhat differently 
by every person. 


The term "gay" or "homosexual" is 
widely accepted as referring to someone 
who has sex with partners of the same 
sex, the way "straight" or "heterosexual" 
connotes partners of the opposite sex 
and "bisexual" refers to both sexes, but 
these may not be written 'in stone. 


What about people who follow the 


widely accepted definitions but choose 
not to be open about their sexual identity 
anyway? Well, we already know that 
some people fear punishment for 
coming out, and it is a sad reality that 
many people still do not accept non-


fashion-forward men I know. 
The stereotypes abound for all 


sexual groups: straight men all like 
football (my brother, who was called 
names for writing poetry in high school, 
never liked it much). Bisexuals are 


sexually insatiable and are 
drawn to highly experimental 
sex, including threesomes 
(a friend of mine has dated 
men and women but has 
always been monogamous). 
Lesbians are unshaved and 
militant and bitchy (I have a 
female friend who dates only 
women but doesn't think that 
men are the root of all evil). 


Personally, I'm as 


Illustration! Anneka Goss 
unique as the rest of you. I'm 
open the possibility of falling 


in love and having a rather traditional 
nuclear family with anyone, man or 
woman, but I'm not sure if that makes 
me bisexual. Perhaps, as a friend once 
said, I just have good taste. 


heterosexual people as nomlal. 
Others feel that they are associated 


with an image when they come out -
that classifying them self as a gay man, 
for instance, means that everyone will 
make assumptions about them based on 
stereotypes of gay men. it's ludicrous to 
think that everyone with the same sexual 
identity has the same personality; one 
of my gay male friends in high school 
was decidedly uninterested in looking 
fashionable or even particularly hygenic, 
whereas a heterosexual member of 
my family is one of the neatest, most 


I hope this year's Coming Out 
Week gave you some time to think about 
your own sexual identity and these 
issues. Until Coming Out Week rolls 
around again next year, let's make this 
a better world. Then we can welcome a 
new crop of people who have come out, 
and we can also respect those who don't 
necessarily wish to come out. 


I am not voting in Michigan 
By ~atherine Wise 
Staff Writer 


lam not voting in Michigan. 
I have only been in Kalamazoo 
for three weeks, so I don't 
know much about its laws, its 
candidates, or its major issues, 
so what good would it be for me 
to vote? As a volunteer assistant 
election judge, I've seen the 
clueless walk in and wander 
through the lines just to ask me 
the most inane questions: "Do 
we have to vote on every law? I 
only came here to vote on one." 
"Can my father/motherlhusband 
come in with me to help me 
decide?" "Can I bring my phone 
in with me? 1 just want to call 
my father/motherlhusband 
and have them tell me what to 
vote for." And the most inane 


of all - "Can you 
decide for me?" 
The answer I gave 
to all of them was 
no. The question 
I wanted to ask in 
return was "If you 
need to ask these 
questions, why 
vote at all?" After 
all, if you aren't 
politically aware 
and opinionated, if 
you are unwilling 
to learn about the 
issues (even though 
the catalogue of 
laws provided at 
the polling place), 
why even bother? . 


I feel it is my civic duty to 
vote, but I also feel that my vote 
is only meaningful if I know 


what I'm voting for and how I 
feel about it. I worry about those 
who, out of ignorance or apathy, 


inadvertently vote 
against something 
they believed in or 
for something they 
did not, devaluing 
their votes and the 
entire democratic 
system. I take 
voting seriously 
and I do wish more 
people would vote. 
However, I don't 
believe in voting 
blindly. A game 
of "eeny, meeny, 
miney, mo" is 
no way to decide 
the future of the 
government. 


To reconcile 
my conflicting beliefs, I've 
decided to vote absentee in 
Colorado, my home state, and 


Denver, my home city. I know 
a great deal about the politics of 
my state. I voted for the first time 
there last year and have kept up 
on the issues through Internet 
news sites. 


In order to vote absentee, 
you must have voted at least 
once in your home district. After 
that, it is only a matter of filling 
out two folTIlS, one with personal 
information, and another for 
your votes. I'm eagerly waiting 
for my folTIlS to come in the 
mail--along Witll the catalogue 
in case I'm not quite sure about 
a law or candidate's stance, but 
1 feell know about most of the 
issues. To me, voting absentee 
provides a compromise between 
fulfilling my civic duty and 
making sure that my vote really 
matters. 


-


-, 


• 


• 
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Hornets triumph over Bulldogs; tough road lies ahead 
By Alec Kempster 
Staff Writer 


Going into Saturday's league 
match agamst Adrian College, the 
Kalamazoo men's soccer team was the 
overwhelming favorite, ranked third 
in the MIAA to Adrian's seventh. 


The Hornets didn't disappoint as 
they rolled over the Bulldogs, 3-0. 


assist in the win. Justin Evans also 
scored and had an assist. 


Hornet head coach Chris Adrian 
was pleased with his team's effort. 
"The team played good soccer," he 
said. "I was happy with the product 
out there." 


The win was crucial as it brought 
the Hornets back to .500 on the season 
(7-7) and 5-3 in the MIAA, still in the 
running for a shot at a league title. 


and Hope College 
this upcommg 
week - the top 
two teams in the 
MlAA to this point 
in the season. 


Sophomore Justin Evans, 
Photo/Sara Whalen 


midfielder, boots a cor-


Heading into the game, Hornet 
players expressed nothing but 
confidence in the upcoming match. 
Momentum certainly seemed to be in 
their favor as they were coming off an 
overtime win against Tri-State earlier 
this week. 


The league's leading scorer, Brett 
Bullard, continued his dominance, 
scoring two goals and adding an 


According to senior captain 
Matt Goldberg, for the team to have 
a chance of making the season
ending regional tournament, they will 
probably have to win out the rest of 
their games. 


This will be a tall order 
considering the team's next two 
opponents. They play both Albion 


Don't count 
the Hornets out 
however. They 
have shownfiashes 
of brilliance this 
year and lost a 
couple of close 
games because 
of mental lapses 
or an inability to 
finish. ner kick toward goal during 


With the win 
a match earlier this season. 


Sports in brief: 
Women's soccer on a roll; 
Cross country preps for MIAAs 
Index Staff Reports 


Women's Soccer 
The women's soccer tearn 


had a big week, pounding U
M Dearborn 7-0 on Sunday, 
fighting to a 0-0 tie against 
Albion on Saturday and 
scratching their way to a 3-
2 double-overtime win over 
Alma on Wednesday, Oct. 11. 


Aliza Caplan and Jenn 
Russart were both recognized 
for their efforts as they were 
selected as the MIAA Players 
of the Week. 


Russart, a senior, anchored 
the defense ill the team's 
back-to-back shutouts. She 
also scored the game-winning 
goal against Alma in double
overtime. 


Caplan, a junior forward, 
scored three goals against U-M 
Dearborn and had a goal and an 
assist in the Hornets' win over 
Alma. She leads the team in 
goals WIth 10. 


Sophomore Kelly Lepper 
tied a school single-game record 


with five assists against U-M 
Dearborn. She leads the team 
with 8 assists and is second on 
the tearn with 8 goals. 


Cross Country 
Max Melstrom and 


William Sbach continued their 
strong senior seasons by leading 
the men's cross country team to 
a second place finish Friday in 
the George Dales Invitational 
in Three Rivers. 


Melstrom (26:56) and 
Sbach (27:20) finished second 
and sixth, respectively. 
Sophomore Dan Hulbert took 
ninth with a 27:51. 


In the women's race, 
freshman Jillian McLaughIin 
(19:32) finished 11 <h overall and 
sophomore Allison lott (19:37) 
took 13'h as the Hornets rolled 
to a fourth place finish. 


Senior Jenny Thornson had 
her fastest run of the season, 
finishing in 21 R with a 20:27. 


The Hornets head to the 
MIAA championships at Alma 
Oct. 28. 


over Adrian and their confidence be a problem, so don't be surprised at 
back, these issues no longer seem to an upset this week. 


Golf 
The women's golf team 


finished fifth at the MIAA 
Tournament at Bedford Valley 
on Oct. 14. It was the team's 
best finish of the se1ls0n. 


Erin Cool shot a 96 and 
Kristie McAlpine shot a 97 to 
lead the Hornets. 


The men's golf team 
fmished eighth at the last 
MIAA Jamboree of the season 
on Monday. 


Kalamazoo had a team 
score of 349, led by Noah 
Oesterle's 85. The Hornets 
finished eighth overall for the 
season, just two strokes behind 
Adrian. 


Ryan Nicholson led the 
team with a 79.9 average on the 
season. 


Volleyball 
The volleyball team 


defeated league opponent 
Olivet 3-1 on Friday to raise 
their overall record to 8-12 (4-7 
MIAA). 


Freshman outside hitter 
Kim Marble had 12 kills and 
junior middle hitter Bridgett 
Blough added II. Megan Korc 
had 43 assists. 


The Hornets stand in the 
middle of the pack in MIAAplay 
and will host two key league 
matches this weekend - at 7 


p.m. tonight versus St. Mary's 
and at 11 a.m. Saturday versus 
Albion for Homecoming. 


Football 
The Hornet football team 


fell to 1-4 on the season after 
a 45-7 defeat at Hope College 
on Saturday. 


Hope dominated the 
rushing game, gaining 237 
yards on the ground while 
Kalamazoo ran for negative 
yardage on the afternoon. 


The Dutchmen led 28-0 at 
halftime. 


Kalamazoo's lone bright 
spot came in the second half 
when JUTUOf quarterback 
Jordan Tallman connected with 
freshman Jimmy Semelsberger 
for a 63-yard touchdown pass. 


Semelsberger led the 


Hornets with four catches for 
87 yards. Tallman finished 17 
of 34 in the air for 158 yards 
with the touchdown and one 
interception. 


Sophomore Rob 
Duszynski had 13 tackles for 
the defense. 


Senior Chris Werme 
entered the game with a chance 
to break the NCAA Division III 
record for consecutive games 
with an interception, and he 
nearly got it. It appeared as 
though he came up with a pick 
in the third quarter, but a referee 
ruled the pass incomplete. 


The Hornets will try to 
extend their home winning 
streak to six this weekend 
as Wisconsin-Lutheran 
VISitS Angell Field for 
Homecoming. 


Upcoming Events 
THURSDAY 
--Volleyball vs. St. Mary's, 7p.m., Anderson 
FRIDAY 
--Pep Rally, 9p.m., Anderson 
SATURDAY 
--Volleyball vs. Albion, 11 a.m., Anderson 
--Women's Soccer vs. Hope, 12p.m., MacKenzie Field 
--Football vs. Wisconsin-Lutheran, 1 p.m., Angell Field 












Statue stirs controversy 
Katie Prout 2005. She said that while it is clear 


STAFF WRITER from his statement on the statue that 
Ianelli was sympathetic to Native 
Americans, certain aspects of his 
work convey a different meaning. 


A 65-year-old statue in down
town Kalamazoo's Bronson Park 
has been the subject of recent con
troversy and heated dialogue in the 
community. "The Fountain of Pio
neers" depicts an 
Indian man kneel
ing to a white set
tler with a raised 
club. The message 
and merit of the 
sculpture has been 
debated heavily in 
recent weeks. 


Griffin noted some of the 
statues inaccuracies, ones that are 
insulting and potentially harmful 


to Indian culture. 
For instance, she 
said, the statue 
depicts a Plain 
Indian rather than 
Pottawatomi, 
the nati ve tri be 
to southwestern 
Michigan. She 
also pointed out 
that a kneeling 
Indian, however 
noble in a Euro
pean mind, was a 
hurtful image to 
Native people. 


In a statement 
made at the time 
of its erection for 
public records, 
sculptor Alfonso 
Ianelli said the 
fountain conveys 
"the advance of 
the pioneers and 
the generations 
that follow . . . 
while the Indian 
is shown in pos
ture of noble 
resistance, yet 
being absorbed 
as the white man 
advances. " 


-photo by Christopher Peplin 


"The Fountain of Pioneers" 
in Bronson Park may soon 
be re-Iocated to a more 


"He also 
refers to 'fate' 
in his statement 
about the statue, 
as ifit were inevi
table that the white 
man conquered; as 
if it were the will 
of God or History 
or something," 
Griffin said. 


Toothers,the context-specific location. For these rea
fountain conveys 
a different message entirely. 


"The issue is not [Ialelli's] 
intention," said Dr. Jeanne Baraka
Love, president and CEO ofUnjima 
Enterprise and former director of 
MulticulturalAffairs for Kalamazoo 
College. "The issue is his result. It 
is not right to depict people the way 
you want to. [The Match-E-Be
Nash-She-Wish tribe 1 is frozen in 
time by someone else's attitude." 


Gail Griffin, professor of Eng
lish at K College, was part of a 
discussion held by the Kalamazoo 
Chamber of Commerce on Dec. 12, 


sons, Griffin said 
the statue is still that of a white 
man, "blinded by all kinds offalse 
information and race privilege." 


Baraka-Love felt that to say 
that statue must be preserved in 
the park because it is a reflection 
of history was an example of white 
superiority and supremacy. "[The 
statue] is culturally and historically 
inaccurate, and it is sitting on public 
land," she said. "The 2000s should 
be the era of truths. We have the 
opportunity to correct an incorrect 


See Statue Debate on page 7. 


EastAsian Studies now offered as major 
Roger Garfield 
SPORTS EDITOR 


Kalamazoo College faculty has passed a proposal 
for a new major. Effective immediately, the school now 
offers an East Asian Studies major, with tracks in both 
Chinese and Japanese. The approval of the major is due 
in large part to the establishment of the Center for Asian 
Studies in 2002. 


When the Freeman Foundation - a philanthropic 
organization focused on increasing, strengthening and 
popularizing the teaching of Asia in American class
rooms - issued a $1.8 million grant to the college in 
200 1, the money was used to institute the Center, pay 
for the salaries of two additional professors and, in turn, 
bolster the variety and number of classes offered in the 
area of Asian studies. 


"Asian studies (students) had no major except 
for the major under the umbrella of International and 
Area Studies, with an East Asian concentration," says 
Madeline Chu, director of the Center for Asian Studies. 
Chinese and Japanese were also offered as minors. 


Chu, who has been a professor of Chinese language 
and literature at Kalamazoo for 17 years, says that since 
the inception of the Center in 2002, there have been 
enough courses in Asian studies for a major. 'That's why 
students want to have this major," she says. 


In fact, even current seniors who had previously 
focused on fulfilling requirements in an International and 
Areas Studies major .can now graduate with a major in 
East Asian Studies. Of course that is only if their course-


work overlaps with the new major's requirements. 
Ironically, just as the Asian studies realm begins 


to bloom, the grant from the Freeman Foundation is on 
the verge of expiring.\ 


Currently, the grant supports the salaries of two 
professors: Andrew Stuckey, a visiting assistant pro
fessor of Chinese, and Jane Blyth Warren, a visiting 
instructor in Japanese. Chu and Roselee Bundy, associ
ate professor ofJapanese language and literature, are the 
two tenured professors in the department. 


Although the grant is technically dried up, Chu 
says the Center has some administrative savings and 
endowment expenses that have gone unused, and she 
thinks that money can sustain the salaries of the visiting 
professors for two or three more years. 


Dr. Gregory Mahler, the college provost, recog
nizes that the grant's expiration calls for action. "If the 
money dried up tomorrow, it would be harder to offer 
all the languages classes we do," Mahler says. 


Mahler also acknowledges the magnitude of the 
situation on a national stage. With an increasing concern 
for national security, he says the Bush administration 
feels that students would benefit from a better under
standing offoreign cultures. 


According to the New York Times, on Jan. 5, in 
front of more than 100 college and university presi
dents assembled for a two-<lay conference at the State 
Department (including Kalamazoo College president, 


See East Asian Studies on page 7. 


Picture of the Week BRIEFS 
Reverend Jevon Caldwell
Gross pauses during his 
speech Monday, Jan.16 atthe 
annual Martin Luther King Jr. 
chapel. Caldwell-Gross spoke 
on King's contributions to the 
American narrative of justice. 
He called upon members of 
the audience to continue 
King's work, by contributing 
to the work King spent his 
life on. Caldwell-Gross is a 
K College Alumnus and cur
rently attends divinity school 
at Princeton Universtiy 


-photo by Christopher Pepli n 


Correction 
The "Photo of the Week" 


in the Jan. 12 edition and the 
basketball photo on page 8 were 
improperly credited. Both pho
tos belonged to The Index photo 
editor Christopher Peplin. 


The Index Dating Project 
This qurater The Index is 


starting a column in the spirit 
of the TV show "Blind Date." 
Anyone interested in being set
up (with activities designated 
and paid for) should email The 
Index at index@kzoo.edu. 
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Name: Caitlin Sherman 


Birthday: May 22, 1988 


Hometown: 
Hartland. MI 


Studies: "not often ... just 
kidding!" Caitlin is plan
ning qn majoring in Inter
national and Area Studies, 
with a Western European focus. 


Activities: She works everyday at Lincoln 
Elementary School, helping third graders with 
reading and grammar in both English and Spanish. 
Caitlin is also involved in JSO, the Unicycle Club 
and Pep Band. and she used to be in the Percus
sion Ensemble until she got tired of playing the 
tambourine. She also spends her time leaming 
and practicing the piano. 


K-Plan: Caitlin hopes to study abroad for six 
months in caceres, Spain. and is considering doing 
an intemshlp at a newspaper in China 


Dream job: To be an international lawyer and 
create peace around the world. 


Caitlin's favorite things in her dorm room: 
"My roommate," her coffeemaker, the Chlnese 
dragons hanging on the wall, her course catalog, 


her phone, her bed. her safe (currently containing only a copy of 
the Freshman orientation schedule), her computer that is said to 
look like a sandwich maker, and the three 2006 calendars hang
ing un the wall. 


What sbe's passionate about: Following her prescribed life plan 
and prescribing life plans for others, her family, Spanish, being 
better at things than others, organizing her time and working with 
kids at Lincoln. 


One tbing Caitlin would like to before sbe dies: Learn many 
foreign languages i.e. "study foreign tongues," like Spanish, 
French, Esperanto (a made-up language developed after World 
War I), Greek, and anything else she can. 


What makes her unique: Caitlin refers to her family as being 
"all caricatures" and "not mainstream." Her uncle thinks that 
everyone has, at one time or another, been abducted by aliens, 
and that there are computer chips in all of us. Caitlin used to do 
contortion and can hck her elbow. She has very good teeth, and 
has never had braces or cavities. Her major fears include thlngs 
going in one's eye, mustard. being buried alive and falling on ice. 
Caitlin has traveled to Beijing twice, and has spent one summer 
in Scotland and anotller inAustria and the Netherlands. Also, she 
completed fourth through seventh grade in one year, but repeated 
eighth grade twice. 


-Compiled by Jessica Bard 


The Index 
Ombudsman a buzzword, position at K 


Aaron Aupperlee 
STAFF WRITER 


The senior class of Kalamazoo 
College gained an ombudsman and 
some help wading through the swamp 
of senior year last week with the creation 
of the senior class dean by the Office of 
the Pmvost. 


"We collectively are inventing 
a tradition here," wrote Dr. Robert 
Stauffer, professor of sociology and 
anthropology and new senior class 
dean in an e-mail to the senior class 
last Wednesday. Dr. Zaide Pixley and 
Dr. Alyce Brady were named Deans of 
the First-Year and Sophomore classes, 
respectively. 


Commonly a 25-cent, SATvocabu-
1ary word from hlgh school, ombuds
man has become quite the buzz-word 
surrounding the class dean position. 
According to page 1262 oftheAmeri
can Heritage Dictionary, ombudsman 


means: "A man who investigates com
plaints, reports findings, and mediates 
fair settlements, especially between 
aggrieved parties such as ... students and 
an institution." 


Stauffer described the class dean 
position as "a kind of go-to person 
for students who are unable to get the 
right answers to things are confusing or 
are having trouble with certain offices 
in terms of issues, and they just need 
someone to help intervene or to help 
them find the right direction or the right 
solution to any particular problem they 
are encountering." 


The Provost, Dr. Greg Mahler, 
askedStauffer ifhe would serve as senior 
class dean. Stauffer cites his work as chair 
of the Senior Year Committee and insight 
gained while drafting the Senior Year 
Report as valuable aspects he can bring 
to the senior year discussion. 


Quick to point out that the class dean 
does not replace the role of an academic 


advisor, Stauffer went on to say the dean is 
for "special problems" and to help know 
where to go and who to talk to concerning 
unusual hassles present in life at K. As 
dean of the senior class, Stauffer wants 
to coordinate information pertinent to the 
senior class, such as dates for SIPs and 
Comps, and make it easily accessible. In 
a check of most departmental websites 
right now, this information was either not 
present or difficult to decipher, something 
Stauffer hopes to change. 


Besides helping seniors organize 
their finaJ year, Stauffer also sees a role 
for the class dean in assisting seniors with 
the isolation and stress associated with 
senior year. Whlle Stauffer said, "We can't 
simply make stress go away," he thinks 
he can lessen it a bit. 


Stauffer said one role of the senior 
class dean "is to try to do whatever we 
can to make the campus open, friendly, 


See Seniors on page 5. 


Centennial Grove rises from the flames 
STAFF WRITER 


for the larger and more promising trees to grow. 
Nora Seilheimer 


The work is taxing, and the fires can be stubborn, but the 
PmfessorKimCumrnings'passionfortheenvironment connections created between various sectors of the K College 


ignited real flames at the Lillian Anderson Arboretum on community seem to make it all worthwhile. 
Sunday, Jan. 15. Students and alumni provided the fueL "It is a really nice addition to life at K," said Morgan Hague, 


The bonfires are part of the Centennial Grove Pmject K'06. "Something about it makes you feel a little more whole." 
established by the Human Development and Social Rela- In addition to the connections created with alumni and faculty, 
tions (HDSR) class of 2002. connections are also made among 
Tills project is aimed at creating students of different majors. Last 
space forK College community weekend 's crowd consisted of 
members to gather in the simple Biology, Chemistry, HDSR and 
joys of nature. English majors. 


"The director's vision is The next big event will be tree 
for this to be the ideal habitat planting during spring quarter. 
for human beings," said Emily The new seedlings will 
Fraser, K '07. "A place where cohabitate with others that boast 
people can get together and nameplates of past K college 
enjoy the beauty that surroWlds student volunteers. A few alumni 
them" 


have even paid visits to see how 
Professor Cummings, their trees have fared throughout 


EnvOrg, and HDSR majors the process. 


have come together to give the "It is really exciting to leave 
arbo tum I k. CI . (au rtesy 


re a new 00 eanng Erin Agee, Ted Hufstader, Morgan Hague, Matt Mai- something behind that is alive," 
out the Centenrual Grove, the zels and Kim Cummings pose in front of their bonfire. said Fraser. 
plot ~f land at the entrance of . . While thls process has been 
the Lilli.anAndersonArboreturn, Isa proJect that volunteers slow and admittedly frustrating over the course of the past four 
hope will create a gathenng place for the commuruty. years, results are slowly beginning to show. The passion of Kim 


Yet such an atmosphere does not exist without a little Cummings and the energy of student volunteers have stimulated 
man~ labor and teamwork. All of the invasive and dead a blazing team effort to create a future abode of community 
specIes, whlch vary from a twtg of sassafras to a log requir- gatherings. 


~g the work of two people, ~ust be cleared out and gathered 'Now it's beginning to look like something," said Cwnmings 
mto piles to be bumed. Thls creates a more spacious area with a smile. 







January 19, 2006 MLK Celebrotion I 3 I 
Reverend invokes need for each student to contribute 


Kate C. Thomas 
STAFFWRffiR 


In celebration and remembrance of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. the Reverend Jevon CaldweU-Gross, K'04, encouraged the 
Kalamazoo community to under.;tand and asstuDe their role as 
author.; of history, capable of effecting change. 


Using King's story as a guideline, CaldweU-Gross questioned 
whether or not people would dare to pick up the "book of justice," 
of American history. "Is there anyone here who is willing to visual
ize a world of possibility? The due date is long past," he said. "But 
is there anyone willing to work past this deadline?" 


Highlighting the conspicuous absence ofblack history in the 
coUectiveAmerican nanative, CaldweU-Gross pointed out that ''no 
other people have been systematicaUy taught to hate themselves." 
Although these pages of history have been "stained with racism, 
injustice, and ignorance," the reverend said, they are "somehow 
held together by hope." 


King's story is one thread of hope. "Dr. King helped us aU 
realize that we are aU author.; of the pages of history and justice," 


the reverend said. 
Nevertheless, CaldweU-Gross reiterated the inequality in the 


nanative of American history. He dubbed King a "literary genius" 
for his contributions to this nanative. "He wrote while he was 
standing, and he wrote while he was sitting in." King was always 
writing, the reverend said. ''Never forget, we are stiu writing." 


CaldweU-Gross spoke directly to the students on Monday. 
"If we were to tum in our pages [of history] we would get them 
back with a grade of incomplete," he said. 


"What have you been writing in the history books thus far?" 
he said. ''What have you added to the pages and chapter.; of justice, 
of courage, of dignity, or love, of conviction, of hope, when no 
one's around, when you've run out of ink?" 


Over 300 students, faculty and staff heard CaldweU-Gross 
when he reminded them of the reality that racial justice does not 
have to be their primary concern. "If we want to close these pages 
and never look back, we have that option," he said. ''No one wiU 
make us write in the pages of justice." 


As an alumnus of Kalamazoo CoUege, CaldweU-Gross then 


MLK Essay Contest Winner 
Lauren Trager few black students would be attendmg a new sister 


school, located in another part of town. We wrapped 
CONTRIBUTOR ourselves in Foucault and Plato, carefully edited, so we 


The fol/olVing piece is this year s MLK Jr. Essay would not know the truth that was missing. We were lost 
Competition Winnel: This year S prompt was: imagine in the trituDphs of the basketball team and the newly 
a world without King of the Civil Rights Movement. elected President of the college, the newest member of a 


We Should Have Heeded 


The recent car bombing and the 
increase of violent crime at Kalamazoo 
College are indeed great tragedies. My 
fellow students and I now live in fear 


_-----------. --... long line of prestigious white 
men. We studied abroad in 
France and Spain and Japan 
and turned our faces away 
from the injustice we wit
nessed at home. Indeed, we 
made mistakes for which we 


that we will become the next victim of are paying now. But we were 
a series of bloody and racially motivated not the only ones. Our parents 
crimes targeted at students. faculty and failed us too. They too had a 
others in the community. We tip-toe the chance to stop the violence 


. walks with trepidation fearing every dark that now ensues. but they. 
comer and small alley. Women refuse to instead. choose complacency 
travel alone at night and men have been and Ignorance. 
carrying their own weapons. reacting How do I know? Recently, 
in equally bloody and fierce retaliation 1 was wandering the stacks 
against these attacks. We had heard of in the library, looking for a 
these types of uprisings, but most of us book on the Cold War, when 
never dreamed that they would affect I stumbled on an old and 
us here, in our bastion of learning and dusty book that, by the looks 
safety. It never occurred to us that the of it, had not been touched 
rolling greens of our pristine Quad I In many decades. Intngued, 
and our peacefully segregated place of Lauren Trager embraces Associate I opened its moldy spine and 
higher learning would be besmirched Dean Karen Joshua-Wathel after dIscovered that it was an 
with the blood ofa political struggle. receiving her first-place award. anthology of the works of a 


But we were fools. We were fools who were given Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Most of you have probably 
ample warning, whIch we ceaselessly ignored We sat never heard of hIm. He is now only a passlllg name to 
back In silence ",hen the school quietly released the 
ne\-\s that, in order to accord with new federal law, our See MLK Essay Contest Winneron page 7. 


shifted the focus to himself and his experience at K ''Without the 
Civil Rights movement, we, we would have never met." A black 
man on a predominantly white campus, CaldweU-Gross listed the 
leader.;hip roles he assumed on campus, including captain of the 
basketball team and a resident life assistant. 


He drew laughs from the audience when he recounted some 
of his interactions with other white students on campus. "You aU 
would not believe some of the questions I got in the halls ofHoben, 
Sevem, and Chrissy," he said. With the hopes of counteracting any 
negative images of black men, CaldweU-Gross recaUed staying 
up countless hour.; "talking, sometimes crying, and sometimes 
laughing" with his friends and fellow students. 


But his efforts extended beyond simply spending time with 
people on campus. Caldwell-Gross capitalized on opportunities 
when students approached him about spiritual communities off 
campus. ''I would salivate at the opportunity of taking these white 
students to an aU-black church," he said. These occasions were 


See MLK on page 6. 


"Crash" discussion 
Kaitlyn Walter 


STAFF WRITER 
Students, faculty, staff and community member.; walked 


silently from Dewing 103 to the Commons after viewing the 
movie "Crash," Monday Jan. 16. 


''It was extremely powerful. I feel emotionally drained after 
watching it," said Ashley Boehmke, K'OS. 


The movie, shown as part of the coUege's MLK celebra
tion, depicts the har.;h realities of racial prejudice in the present 
day while maintaining moments of humor. Laughter was often 
scattered and slightly uneasy at /ir.;t, but by the film's end most 
audience member.; felt comfortable enough to chuckle over the 
film's inane racial slur.;. 


After the movie, the viewer.; filed out into the Dewing 
Commons for snacks and a discussion about what they had just 
witnessed. The discussion was led by member.; of the MLK 
committee. 


Like the laughter during the film, discussion started ten
tatively. Assistant Dean Karen 10shua-Wathel commented that 
everyone must realize that we aU start from the same point and 
go from there to reach our own goals; only then wiU we start to 
see each other without precognitions. 


The discussion started with reasons for the occurrence of 
racism among police. Ignorance, abuses of power and lapses of 
judgment were offered as explanations. 


Omari Young, K'09 volunteered, saying the "key point 
behind the movie was ignorance." Another student added that aU 
prejudices come from ignorance and misconceptions. 


Said Aaron Coleman, K'09, "We aU depend on each other, but 
we can either crash into each other or we can help each other." 


Students also discussed the fact that Michigan is the number 
one state in the nation for racial segregation. 


Many left feeling uncertain about their own views on racism 
and segregation. Said Amber Whittington, K 'OS, "[It] makes you 
think ... Do I hold these perceptions about people? Do 1 feel this 
"'lay about people? Do I look at the world like that?" 







141CAMPUS VOICES The Index 


Chapel Chat: Making sense of nonsense 
in many painful situations we have to let all 
those go and "be." 


What do we say to people whose lives 
have been traumatized by a terrible loss? 
Very little. Those who've gone through tougil 
times will tell you ~- the ones who were most 
helpful were those who said words as simple 
as "I'm so sorry" and then sat in silence. 
Showing up is the main thing. 


What do we do in the face of pain and 
loss? How do we approach someone we know 
is suffering? How do we make sense when 
there seems only nonsense? 


I've struggled with these questions. 
There was one part of my training for ordi


nation that I dreaded above all eIse. Learning 
Greek, preaching, studying theology: not a big 
deal. But I was terrified of the work I would do 
as a chaplain. If a few months of Clinical Pas
toral Education hadn't been required I would 
never, ever, ever have done it But I couldn't 
be ordained without, so I found myself one 
day at Fairview University Hospital on the 
University of Minnesota campus. Someone 
walked past me pushing an N and my stomach 
tumedover. 


VIsiting people hooked up to machines, 


sitting with families whose loved ones were in 
life-threatening surgery, rushing from home to 
the emergency room where someone was at 
death's door from a car accident, seeing blood 
on sheets after a sudden hemorrhage: I realized 
even before I started that I would be pulled some
where that my highly trained academic mind, 
my skilled theological perspective wouldn't 
help me much. I was being taken way outside 
my comfort wne. 


I was so frightened of this experience that I 
phoned a group of my friends. "Would you like 
to be in a Support Mary Ellen group?" I asked. 
They agreed and met with me the night before 
my first day at the hospital. One of them said, 
"You know, this might tum out to be a really 
great experience for you. You might love it." "I 
can guarantee you .... "1 answered. 'The best that 


".. ... ~ 
can happen is that I'll survive:' 


These five months in the hospital tumed out 
to be tile most profound and formative time in 
my life and ministry. 


And it wasn't so much what I learned as 
what I unlearned, not so much what I brought 
\vith me to the ward but what I had to give up. I 
had to learn to empty my hands of aliI assumed 
I could give. 


What I learned sitting with a woman dying 
as she waited for a transplant, standing with par
ents whose daughter was in a coma, praying with 
a family as their father died of cancer was that 
any pat, theological answer was useless. What 
was required of me was that I be there. 


It's remarkable how hard it is for many/ 
most/all of us to give up our desire to say just the 
right thing, have the right answer or be clever; 


Many on our campus are struggling right 
now with the loss of senior Betsy Hoort who 
died in December. Our community needs to 
hold tllern, to allow them to be sad, not to try 
to provide neat answers. We need to be there 
for them, even if we don't know what to say, 
even if all we can say is "I'm so sorry." 


On Friday, Jan. 27 we will gather as a 
community in Stetson Chapel to honor Betsy 
and to hold her life in our hearts. Some ofher 
friends and profussors are working with me 
to put together a service to do that. 


There's no making sense of something 
like this. No sense at all. Butwe can show up, 
stand beside, be there. 


King's influence on faculty and staff felt In 
• Chapel 


Kale C. Thomas 
STAFF WRITER 


As part of this year's celebration of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., faculty and staff shared 
their answers to the question ''what would life be 
like if there had been no Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. and Civil Rights movement?" 


CalIs to action amid reminders of today's 
reality - where racism, sexism, and classism 
still exist in spite ofKing's influence-pervaded 
the individual stories and reactions shared during 
Friday's chapel. 


Richard Berman, dean of experiential edu
cation, admitted to feeling "flooded with ques
tions" of the quality of his character. "Because 
of my own ignorance, there is only one truth 
I can speak about," he said. 'That truth is my 
perception of truth about me." 


Framing his comments in the context of 
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his own worldview, as a white male, Berman 
posed questions about how King's absence could 
have influenced his life today. ''How much more 
comfortable would I be in my own ignorance 
had I not been mesmerized by Martin Luther 
King, Jr.?" he said. "Would the blinders I wear 
today be larger?" 


Telling a story of traveling shortly after 
Sept. 11,2001, Berman recalled feeling silently 
connected to fellow travelers, where there was 
"an air of respect for others you could almost 
touch," he said. "We need to work for systematic 
change to recreate and extend that kind ofbehav
ior."Nevertheless, he said, ''when any people are 
denied justice, we are all in danger." 


Anthropology Professor Kiran Cunning
ham focused on King's propensity for action as 
an inspiration. King never seemed deterred by 
the fact that he was one man acting for benefit 


of many, she said. He didn't shy away from the 
consequences of his actions. 


"Change in the direction of equality must 
come from below," Cunningham said, rejecting 
dependence on authority as a cause of action. 
"We must make noise," she said emphatically. 
"We can be catalysts of change. We must do 
this." 


Encouraging others to act, Cunningham 
asked the 100 audience members, "What would 
it be like if Dr. King's audacious dream came 
true?" 


Her response: "Let's find out." 
As someone who has acted individually, 


Assistant Provost Zaide Pixley shared examples 
of King's influence on her life. ''If there hadn't 
been a Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and a Civil 
Rights movement, I wouldn 'thave cared when I 
graduated from college that the South Bronx was 
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buming," she said. "I wouldn't have feIt strongly 
that K College needed courses inAmerican and 
World Music, and I wouldn't have initiated and 
taught them." 


Pixley said that her life ''would be tragically 
impoverished" if King had not lived and acted 
as he did. Alluding to the untimely departure of 
former Dean of Students Danny Sledge, Pixley 
quoted her friend and colleague, reminding the 
audience that "things will change only when 
white people get as angry as black people" about 
injustice. 


In an effort to raise awareness and encourage 
action, Friday's chapel gave voice to what could 
have been if there had been no Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. or Civil Rights movement. In consid
ering these questions, Post Doctoral Teaching 
Fellow Sejal Sutaria said, "It may be through 
awareness that we can build our own hope." 
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Ethnic minorities • China, In 


Joe Monsour 
OPINIONS EDITOR 


This is the second article in a two-part piece 
on ethnic minorities in Xinjiang. 


Following the terrorist attacks of Sept. I J, 
200 I the Bush administration, as is well known, 
declared a "war on terror" and actively sought 
the aid of other countries to pursue this global 
struggle. The Chinese government agreed to 
back the U.S.'s new policy if in return the U.S. 
would recognize its struggle against ethnic 
separatism in its remote province of Xinjiang. 
The U.S. accepted this offer and in the summer 
of2002, the U.S. and the United Nations placed 
the East Turkistan Islamic Movement (ETIM) 
on their respective lists of terrorist organiza
tions. This announcement took many Xinjiang 
experts by surprise and the Oxford Ana/ytica 
neatly declared the ETIM "scapegoat terrorists." 
The Oxford Analytica report also stated that the 


ETIM was a "dubious threat" that had been used thoroughly secular lines. 
to increase repression in Xinjiang. The Chinese government fears that Uyghur 


In contrast to this view, the Chinese govern- separatists are seeking to destroy Chinese rule 
ment released a report in January 2003 stating in Xinjiang and establish a Uyghur nation in 
that Uyghur separatist groups were responsible place of Xinjiang along the lines of the fonner 
for more than 200 terrorist incidents in Xinjiang, Soviet republics of Central Asia. While there are 
resulting in 162 deaths and 440 injuries. The certainly Uyghur who advocate this goal, most 
Uyghur, as I noted last week, are a TurkJc-speak- recognize that is unattainable and even undesir
ing, Islamic ethnicity that inhabit the oasis towns able. ~iang is hOII\e to some 8 rniIIion Uyghur, 
ringing the Taklamakan desert in China's far but also to • large ana gToWing Han minority, 
northwestem province of Xinjiang. The Uyghur alari~ \.\olth 'other MusIlln ethnic groups, such 
people lay claim to a 6,000 year~.k! IUsto.!!' oin~ the Hui &d..KaZak. who would fear being 
Xinj iang, and many U yglll.ir see the-.curtent politicaUy marginalized in an Uyghur -dominated 
Chinese state as continuing the imperia~mi- state. Also. it is l:IJllikely'ihai~g would 
nation of the Qing dynasty and earlier Chflese receive 1no;?fuceJgtt.oconomic investment as 
dynasties. Aside from historical clitferenc~ t)le .:tlIl iil.'dependent ;tate, because of concern over 
fact that the Uyghur are a Muslim people, in instability. 
officially atheistic state, has lead to religious per- Although the Uyghur are not turning to 
secution. However, the government's hyperbolic terrorism, they co' .if the Chinese state's 
tendencies aside, the Uyghur separatists have repressionis not curtailed. According to a recent 
not begun a jihad against the Chinese state, and report by Amnesty International on Xinjiang: 
many argue their case for independence along "Thousands of people have been arbitrariIy 


OPINIONSlsl 
part two 


detained in the region over the past few years and 
arbitrary arrests continue." The report goes on to 
state that "[ s ]cores of Uyghurs, many of them 
political prisoners, have been sentenced to death 
and executed in the past two years." In fact, Xin
jiang has about 1.8 executions per week, most 
of whom are Uyghur. The Chinese government 
has been trying to smash any potential unrest 
among the Uyghur by employing a two-pronged 
strategy: economic development and political 
repression. While economic growth in Xinji
ang has increased in recent years, an increasing 
amount of economic prosperity is going to Han 
Chinese immigrants from eastern China. As for 
the political repression, while relatively few acts 
of violence have been committed in recent years, 
many Uyghur are feeling desperate. Increasing 
Han Chinese immigration will soon lead to the 
Uyghur being a minority population in Xinjiang. 
Before this happens many Uyghur could decide 
to respond violently. The kindling is set; whether 
a spark wi II ignite it remains to be seen. 
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something from the education, we'Umove ahead 
on that" 


Continued from page 2. 


welcoming, a place seniors want to be during 
the day aside from classes." The new library has 
helped open up spaces on campus for seniors 
and the projected Hicks Center renovation will 
continue to remedy the situation. 


Starting immediately, seniors will have 
a place to eat lunch on campus. Sodexho has 
agreed to allow seniors to eat lunch in the caf
eteria for a reduced rate of $3.50 on Tuesday 
and Wednesday afternoons. After successfully 
allowing seniors back in the cafeteria, Stauffer 
now plans to explore ways to grant seniors access 
to the residence halls. This, however, is subject 
to security concerns and cannot be assured, said 
StAuffer. 


Stauffer also spoke of ways to lower the 
stress placed on seniors. ''Part of the problem of 
the senior year is not simply detachment from the 
college but it is also the complexity of require
ments that make up the senior year," he said 


Most seniors must complete their senior 
seminar, comprehensive exams and SIPs during 
their senior year, sometimes all in the same 
quarter. According to Stauffer, there has been 
and will continue to be considerable discussion 
on whether to sustain comprehensive exams. 
Students and faculty hold passionate opinions 
on both sides. 


About comps, Stauffer said, "We do rec
ognize that the senior year is one of great stress 
and a lot of demands and if we can collectively 
decide that [eliminating comps) is one way to 
make it a more livable year without taking away 


Other methods of alleviating stress for 
seniors involve allowing them more time to 
reflect and celebrate during spring quarter. 
Stauffer talked about creating a day of celebra
tion for comps and SIPs where all seniors would 
be finished and could take one collective breath. 
Also, faculty and administration are discussing 
ways to end senior spring exams a day earlier to 
give seniors one more day to celebrate before 
commencement 


Dr. Zaide Pixley said, however, ''Ending 
exams one day earlier is like moving the chapel 
slightly to the west." In short, a lot of work still 
needs to be done. 


For the rest of the report in genera~ a lot of 
work still needs to occur and Pixley is confident it 
will In reference to pmgress on some of the other 
recommendations in the Senior Year Report, 
Pixley said, "It is happening and will happen but 
I still think it needs to continue to be apriority." 
The creation of the class dean system will help 
a lot, said Pixley, but she stressed the need for 
an appropriate support staff. 


Pixley also took the time to personally 
apologize for the delay in the implementation 
of one of the recommendations. She had hoped 
to have the drop/add process amended by this 
quarter and eliminate the need for advisor signa
tures to drop or add physical education classes. 
It was her fault, she said, and swears that it will 
happen next quarter. 


A copy of the Senior Year Report is avail
able online at http://www.kzoo.edU/index 


Aaron Aupperlee 
STAff WRITER 


Instead of hiding away from the 
predicted rain this coming Saturday by 
curling up under your favorite blanket, 
come join the Amigos program and make 
one. On Jan. 21, from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., K 
students involved in Amigos and students 
from Maple Street Middle School will be 
making blankets for the local cause in the 
Trowbridge lounge. 


Sam Weaver, K'08, is the co-coordi
nator of the Amigos program and the insti
gator of Saturday's event. She attended a 
community organizing workshop called 
Small Sparks througb the Kalamazoo 
Community Foundation. The workshop 
featured a national renowned speaker, 
Jeff Bercuvitz, and his 54 "hot tips" for 
community organizing. such as "Never 
have a meeting when you can have a 
party." Weaver especially liked his tip, 
"Meet them where they are." "I think this 
means you have to bring the cornmunity to 
Kalamazoo College," Weaver said. 


Through the workshop, Weaver 
received a grant to cover the costs of the 
blanket materials and refreshments. She 
chose an arts-and-crafts based service 
project because she feels it will bring the 
K students and middle school students 


closer. Weaver said, "When you are work
ing on something together, you get to know 
each other better." Building a cornmunity, 
even just between Kalamazoo College and 
Maple Street, is important, she added. 


Making and then donating fleece 
blankets made here on campus broadens 
the impact of the Amigos program from K 
College and Maple Street Middle School to 
the Kalamazoo cornmunity. "The project 
allows people to get off campus while stay
ing on campus," said Weaver. She hopes to 
donate the blankets to the Caring Network, 
a division of Catholic Family Services in 
Kalamazoo which distributes donations to 
pregnant teens and adults. 


Amigos participants spend a lot of 
time off campus. The program brings 
together Kalamazoo College students 
proficient in a foreign language and 7t11 
and 8th grade English as a second language 
students at Maple Street Middle School. 
The K students act as mentors and tutors 
to the middle school students while gaining 
an inter-cultural awareness. 


Last quarter, 17 K students partici
pated in the program, allowing there to 
be a 1: I ratio among the middle school
ers. Weaver hopes Saturday's event will 
serve as a good winter quarter kick-off 
and generate more interest in the Amigos 
program. 
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SEX FILES: The Pro-Foreskin Argument 


Koren Doyle 
STAfFWRITIR 


The foreskin is a vital part of the penis and circumci
sion should be taken very seriously. Although the fore
skin is removed from infants so to prevent future health 
problems, there has been no clear scientific evidence that 
proves the success rate of this procedure. The foreskin is 
removed to reduce risks of bacterial and viral infections 
(including STDs) and to help with the cleanliness of the 
penis. However, a condom and some soap are able to do 
the same thing, and would allow the penis to stay intact. It 
is also thought that complications wiu cause the foreskin 
not to retract. Firstly, the foreskin should not retract until 
the boy has grown older, and if these rare complications do 
occur, they are easily fixed by a simple medical procedure. 
Circumcision is a very extreme 'cure' for very minor and 
rare problems. One should never throw the baby out with 
the bathwater, and certainly the baby's foreskin should 
stay too. 


Furthermore, the removal of the foreskin from the 
penis is a gruesome act in which a metal cone is put onto 
the head of the penis and the foreskin is pulled up on to 
the side of the cone and clamped. A scalpel is then used to 
sever the foreskin from the shaft of the penis. The infant 
boy is completely aware, although strapped to an infant 
bed, during this procedure. It is a wonder that so many 
parents would submit their young boys to such pain and 
mutilation. 


The penis was created with a foreskin, and the foreskin 


should stay on the penis not only because it is natural, 
but also because the foreskin serves an integral purpose 
in intercourse. A penis with the foreskin removed is less 
sensitive; therefore, the man will need to thrust harder 
during intercourse, which may cause his partner pain. The 
foreskin also plays a role in the pleasuring of the woman, 
as it has ridges that stimulate parts of the vagina. Think 
of a ribbed condom; now think of a penis that naturally 
has those ridges. 


But for those who no longer have their foreskin, there 
is still hope. Organizations such as N.O.R.M. (The Nation
al Organization of Restoring Men, www.norm.org)argue 
that regaining the foreskin is not only a secret desire for 
some men, but also a real possibility. Surgical procedures 
are available to graft skin from other parts of the body to 
the penis. Although surgery will produce a more sensitive 
foreskin, it is not the most recommended course of action 
as the surgery is both painful and expensive. Another pos
sibility is the non-surgical approach of tugging. TugglOg 
consists of using tension to stretch the skin on the shaft 
of the penis to induce it to grow and cover the head of the 
penis. When done correctly and with the proper equipment 
(http://www.norm.orgldevices.htrnl), the restoration of the 
foreskin should occur in one to three years. 


Although a penis with no foreskin is commonly 
thought of as more attractive and normal in today's society, 
it is strange to think that all baby boys are born so 'wrong' 
that a surgical procedure must be completed before they are 
considered 'right. ' Perhaps the foreskin was meant to stay 
on the penis and baby boys are born 'right' after all. 
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Continued from page 3. 
often transformative for the white students, helping them under
stand what their black peers experienced on a daily basis. 


Although Rev. Caldwell-Gross was the keynote speaker on 
Monday, Associate Dean of Students Karen Joshua-Wathel echoed 
his sentiments, saying that "in order for us not to repeat history, we 
have to know our own history." In addition to her words, gospel 
ensemble Myron Cobb and A New Song raised their voices and 
the energy level in Stetson Chapel, singing three spirituals that 
got the crowd clapping. 


StuComm cash flow 
Aaron Aupperlee 


STAFF WRITER 
Student organizations poured on the budget 


requests to the Student Commission this quarter. In 
total, organizations asked for over $183,000 - well 
beyond StuComm's budget. Two organizations, the 
College Democrats and Model International Organiza
tion, requested over $5,000 and three others, POWER, 
the Music Performance Club and Index clocked in at 
over four grand. 


StuComm responded in a benevolent manner. "We 
ended up allocating more money that normal because 
there were so many great event proposed this quarter," 
StuComrn Financial Director Aaron Ries said. When the 
dust settled at the Monday night StuComm meeting, the 
commission voted to approve a budget of $23,480.46. 


The Pep Band turned out to be the big winner in 
the budget war. Their $110 budget request was the only 
one to be completely funded. 


FINDING YOUR WAY A weekly column from the CCO 


An introduction to the Plan B of career planning 
Richard Berman 


CONTRIBUTOR 
For the nearly 1.5 million college 


seniors graduating this spring, almost 
900,000 will likely head for full-time 
employment. Of those, only a small per
centage will enter fields that offer entry
level positions attainable by searching 
from a distance. The vast majority will 
need to secure their opportunities by 
being where they are searching. 


A small percentage of seniors secure 
their first positions through on-campus 
recruiting . That percentage may be 
higher for those in certain disciplines 
- engineering, computer science, and 
accounting being common examples. 
And that percentage may be hIgher 
for those attending universities where 


there are considerably higher numbers of 
candidates. 


So what are some alternative strate
gies? Most involve the ugly 1980s term 
"networking," which is most often reduced 
to the simple phrase: "It's not what you 
know, it's whom you know." Instead, I 
prefer to think of networking as, "Who can 
I come to know?" 


Weaving a few of these points together, 
at the entry-level, in most fields, we prob
ably need to be where we are searching. If 
your chosen field is not driven by national 
searches and is not on the list for on-campus 
recruiting or job fairs, you'll need to con
sider two key variables: the field and/or 
function of the work on which you want 
your job to focus, and your geographic 
preferences and limitations. 


One Plan B strategy, should you have 
the modest savings available to undertake it, 
is to plan to relocate for six weeks to your 
targeted region after graduation. I believe 
that when motivated candidates take six 
weeks to work hard at searching for the 
kind of work they desire, they will find it. 
So the question might be, "How hard are 
you willing to work at finding what you 
want?" And for some, the precursor ques
tion might be, "What kind of work do I 
really want to do?" 


For either or both of these key ques
tions, in the frenetic pace of the "K Bubble," 
we suggest using what time is left at K 
thIS year to prepare for job searching (e.g., 
designing solid resumes/letters, building 
strong references/regional alumni lists, 
scheduling a practice interview) and to 


initiate contacts in your field and in the 
geographic region you will be targeting. 
Upon graduation (or after a short respite 
following SIP, Comps, etc.), execute 
Plan B as described here, by dedicating 
efforts to six weeks of relentless search
ing. I think you'll like, and be surprised 
by, the results! 


A future Finding Your Way column 
will focus on the specifics of building 
and executing this strategy. To whet 
the appetite, consider career expert Tom 
Jackson's words: "Your primary goal in 
job searching is to get out there and get as 
many ' no 's' as you can, because the more 
often you put yourself in position to get 
a ' no,' you are at the same time putting 
yourself in position to get the one 'yes ' 
you are looking for." 
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misrepresentation. For the children, let us 
begin at the beginning and tell the story 
truthfully." 


For many. the goal is not to demolish 
the statue. but rather to have it removed 
and placed in a "more appropriate place;' 
like the Kalamazoo Institute of Art. Jodie 
Palmer, the director of Diversity Initia
tives at Western Michigan University, said 
that as an art teacher. she can appreciate 
the statue from and artistic standpoint 
and feels that art should evoke strong 
emotions. yet she is "appalled" by the 
inaccuracies in depicting the tribe and by 
the message It sends to all of the people 
who view it. 


Nevertheless. Palmer said, "I would 
like to stress that no one has asked for the 
laneUi artwork to be destroyed, but perhaps 
moved, or at least have additional informa
tion posted to educate the pUblic." 


Although they might not agree with 
the message the statue seems to be emit
ting. they still caution against rash place
ment of public opinion above artistic 
expression. Associate Professor of Art His
tory at K College Billie Fischer said public 
unhappiness over a work of art should not 


debate 
take precedence over the art itself. 


"We cannot ignore it, and even if 
the negative stereotype (projected by the 
statue 1 was intended, we should not oblit
erate. We need to remember. to discuss;' 
Fischer said. 


Art House member Adam Warner, 
K'08 echoed Fischer's sentiments. While 
he recognizes the artistic merit of the piece, 
its historical content made him weary. 


"Whether it was the artist's intention 
to acknowledge this oppression is negated 
in being that the statue is in a public space 
and embodies a socio-historical message. 
Therefore, the message of the piece is 
never fixed and interpretation varies with 
time," Warner said. 


The discourse on the statue is not 
likely to end for some time. Regardless of 
what objectives they are striving to reach, 
the controversy surrounding "The Foun
tain of Pioneers" statue in Bronson Park 
is seeping into the dialogue many people 
around the state. Papers like the Lansing 
State Journal and the Detroit News have 
picked up the story, and groups outside of 
Kalamazoo are concerned with the statue 
and what it mayor may not signify. 
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East Asian Studies 
Continued from page 1. 


Dr. Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran), President Bush 
proposed a $114 million initiative on the expan
sion of educational foreign language programs. 


"When somebody takes time to figure out 
how to speak Arabic, it means they're interested 
in somebody else's culture," Bush said at the 
conference. Arabic and Chinese are two of the 
languages Bush plans on targeting. 


With this proposal in mind, Mahler sees it as 
a possible launching pad for the continuance of 
the two secondary Asian studies positions. "My 
hope is that there will be a federal initiative on 
Chinese language that will help us in applying 
for a grant," Mahler says. 


Initiative orno initiative, Mahler would like 
to see the Center blossom. "We want to have 
second professors in each of these languages," 
he says. ''The main corpus of the program is 
already entrenched." 


On the Japanese side of things, Professor 
Warren will stay on in a half-time position with 
her salary supported by a Japanese endowment. 
With the one and a half positions, Professor 
Bundy feels the Center can adequately support 
the new major. She adds, however, that it is "the 
bare minimum for such a major and a Japanese 
program." 


While the Chinese secondary position does 
not have the luxury of an endowment, Mahler 


says the college will continue to search for other 
grants. 


Meanwhile, Chu urges the college to look 
to the future. "We need to make a longer term 
plan," she says. ''The work has started, to try to 
find ways (to continue the professors' salaries). 
Without a second position, it will be difficult to 
sustain the major program." 


Chu also feels that an increasing number 
of students will want to study Chinese and 
Japanese, emphasizing that AP Chinese and 
AP Japanese programs are beginning in high 
schools next year. 


"Without a good East Asian Studies pro
gram, or without a major, I think it will affect our 
recruitment for admission," she says. 


Ultimately, she hopes that the college will 
instate regular secondary positions, perhaps with 
the help of another grant 


"East Asia has been and will continue to be 
important," Chu says. "But we understand the 
college has many needs." 


Mahler points out that the college has a 
certain amount of money, and the allocation of 
that money involves careful decision making. 
"When we decide we're building a library, that 
means we're not expanding the faculty," he says. 
"But the college has to make a decision, and 
ultimately that decision has to be made by the 
Board of Trustees about how large the faculty 


MLK Essay . Contest WinnerlWe should have heeded' 
Continued from page 3. 


us, perhaps briefly mentioned in a history class, if at all. 
I, too, admit that I was ignorant of the name. But now, 
having his profound words, I am convinced that I have 
found one of the great prophets of our time. It was King 
who predicted all that is happening to us now and it was 
King who offered the greatest solution to the problems that 
we faced in his time and that we continue to face in ours. 
But we ignored him. 


King 's message was one of peace and freedom. He 
sought equal rights for all people, particularly African 
Americans. He was a prolific writer and a moving speaker 
and in the 1960s he gained a small following of people 
who believed his messages of non-violent resistance and 
civil disobedience were the paths to eradicating the social 
tensions between whites and blacks, and for achieving total 
equity for all people. 


Most strikingly, however, his work hints at the very 
nature of what is occurring in our school at this time. King 
knew that if his methods of nonviolence and peaceful 
resistance were not implemented, black people would be 
forced to resort to other methods to achieve their freedom . 
He says that rebellion is "not only inevitable, but eminently 
desirable" and warns that if nonviolent practices are not 


used, the rebellion will most certainly turn bloody. He 
wrote: "Men, for years now, have been talking about war 
and peace. But now, no longer can they just talk about it. 
It is no longer a choice between violence and nonviolence 
in this world; its nonviolence or nonexistence" King also 
warned "If the problem is not solved America will be on 
the road to self-destruction." It is on that road that we now 
find ourselves and if these small acts of violence continue, 
and begin to gain momentum, we may be heading towards 
an inevitable self-destruction. 


Long ago, King said: "White Americans must be 
made to understand the basic motives underlying Negro 
demonstrations. Many pent-up resentments and latent 
frustrations are boiling inside the Negro, and he must 
release them. It is not a threat but a fact of history that if 
an oppressed people 's pent-up emotions are not non-vio
lently released, they will be violently released. So let the 
Negro march. Let him make pilgrimages to city hall. Let 
him go on freedom rides . And above all, make an effort 
to understand why he must do this. For if his frustration 
and despair are allowed to continue piling up, millions of 
Negroes will seek solace and security in black-nationalist 
ideologies. And this , inevitably, would lead to a frightening 
racial nightmare." 


My fellow students, the nightmare is upon us! lrnag-


ine for just one moment that King and his movement had 
succeeded. Imagine that we had allowed people to march 
and ride and protest for their freedom and that we and our 
parents had joined them in their fight. Do you think we 
would be entrenched in guerilla-type warfare between 
races that is paralleled only in the disputed region of 
Israel? Imagine the peace and prosperity we would have 
here. Perhaps we would be walking and talking with many 
diverse students, sharing differing viewpoints and perspec
tives. Perhaps we would be learning the true nature of our 
democratic system of government instead of ignoring the 
hypocrisy in which we live. Perhaps there would be peace 
in this world, at home, abroad and even here, at our small 
and sanctimonious school. 


Martin Luther King Jr. was a preacher, a scholar, a war
rior and a prophet. Had not his movement been silenced, 
we would be much closer to harmony and truth than we' 
are now, instead of floundering in a world of anger, fear, 
violence and hate. It is now our turn to take up the work 
of Dr. King. We, too, must organize peaceful sit-ins, peti
tion our school for re-integration, and practice militant 
nonviolence. Ifwe do not, if we continue to turn our heads 
away, we will cease to exist, as King predicted. If we do 
not heed his words , we have everything to lose. How long 
will we allow this violence and hatred to consume us? 
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Belles outshoot Lady Hornets for the WIn 
Ted Magdzinski 


STAFF WRITER 


Despite scoring no more than 62 
points in its previous five games, the 
St. Mary's Belles - thanks to a 3-point 
shooting barrage - shot the lights out at 
Anderson Athletic Center on Saturday, 
Jan. 14, to hand the Kalamazoo College 
women's basketball team an 83-73 loss. 


For the Lady Hornets (4-10, 1-6 
MIAA), it was their eighth loss in a row. 
With the win, the Belles (6-10, 4-3 MIAA) 
snapped a three-game skid. 


The losses are adding up for the Hor
nets, and after a strong start to the season, 
the youth and struggles of the team con
tinue to bleed through the box score. 


"I thought our youth would be our 
strength this season," said Kalamazoo 
coach Tes Sobomehin Johnson, "If any
thing, I know I just have to work harder 


with our younger players to improve fun
damentally and gain experience." 


With nine games left in the regular 
season, the team still has a chance to go 
above .500 and gain some notoriety in the 
MIAA. But judging by the team's perfor
mance Saturday, the Hornets still have a 
long way to go to salvage the season. 


Kalamazoo shot well - shooting 50 
percent from the field and making 9-of-
10 free throw attempts - but St. Mary's 
shot a bit better. Pacing the Belles was 
senior Bridget Boyce, who finished with 
23 points on 5-of-8 shooting from behind 
the arc. Sophomore Alison Kessler scored 
22. 


For the Hornets, all five starters 
scored in double digits, including senior 
Jen Layne, who led the team with 19 
points. Sophomore Kelsea Howell scored 
14, senior Stefanie Salasky had 13, and 
sophomore Therese Demres pitched in 


10. Senior Mary Brown also had a solid 20 assists. Turnovers played a factor 


performance, racking 
up 10 points and nine 
assists. 


In the three previ
ous games in which 
the Hornets scored 70 
points or more, they 
came out victorious, 
but the fourth largest 
point total for the team 
this season was not 
enough to sustain the 
Belles' hot shooting 
- which included 12 
3-pointers. 


A key strength for 
the Hornets this season 


yet again, though, as the 
Hornets gave up the ball 
16 times. However, with a 
large portion of the season 
remaining, Kalamazoo can 
greatly improve team chem
istry and post decent num
bers. 


"We want to continue to 
give our seniors one of the 
best years they've had, that 
goal hasn't changed," said 
Johnson. 


The Hornets' next home 
game is Wednesday, Jan. 
25, against Adrian, the 
only winless team in the 
MIAA. Kalamazoo has two 


and Stefanie Salasky tussle 


has been their ability with an Albion Briton for 
to spread the ball and possession of the ball in Kal- away games at Tri-State 
find open shooters. amazoo's 7S-57 loss Jan . 11. and Calvin before the team 


In this game, Kalamazoo accumulated comes back home. 


Cagers falter on road, stay hot at home Two third place finishes 
Mike Leifeld 
STAFF WRITER 


In a seesaw battle on Saturday, Jan. 14, the Kalamazoo 


As a team, the Hornets shot 50 percent from the field. 
Junior forward Brad Brinkman scored 13 points and 


grabbed seven rebounds, and Clancy had 13 points and five 
assists for Kalamazoo. 


College men's basketball team tried to 
weather the storm from the Tri-State 
Thunder, but ended up losing its second 
league game of the MIAA season by the 
score of 62-56. 


The loss to Tri-State (7-8, 2-2 MIAA) 
dropped the Hornets to 2-2 in league play 
and 5-10 overall. Senior guard Kyle Kon
winski led Kalamazoo with 15 points while 
sophomore swingman Pat Clancy added 10 
in the loss. 


Tri-State used 17 points from Micah 
Williams to help defeat the Hornets. 


On Wednesday, Jan. 11, the Hornets 
won their second straight home game, 
defeating the Alma Scots, 77-73. 


The Hornets again played fiercely in 
front of the Anderson Athletic Center crowd 
and improved their record at home to 2-1 
- the only loss coming in an 88-78 double 
overtime game against then-nationally
ranked Elmhurst on Dec. 7. 


"We always play really well at home 
and we feed off the crowd's energy," 
said junior shooting guard, Tyler Worst, 
who went off for a career-high 14 points 
versus Alma, including 2-of-3 shooting 


-photo by (hnstoph~r Peplm 


Senior Kyle Konwinski esca pes the pressureof Alma's Fred 
Anthony in Kalamazoo's 77-73 win over the Scots Jan. 11. 


Mike Murphy 
scored 20 for the 
Scots. 


The Hornets 
have surprised many 
with their play at the 
outset of the MIAA 
season. In the pre
season coach's poll, 
they were picked to 
place at the bottom 
of the league - eighth 
place - but their play 
recently shows that 
the team hasn't let 
that prediction deter 
them. 


"We know we're 
a really tough team to 
beat at home, and if 
we play like we know 
we can, we can finish 
in the top half of the 
league," Worst said. 


The Hornets 


from behind the arc and a perfect 6-for-6 from the free throw 
line. 


faced off at Albion on 
Wednesday, Jan. 18, and they play Olivet at home on Saturday, 
Jan. 21. Saturday's game is on Alumni Day at Kalamazoo. 


Roger Garfield 
SPORTS EDITOR 


In Its first competitive swim of the new year, 
the Hornets broke in 2006 with a third place 
finish at the Holland Quad meet on Jan. 14. On 
both the men's and women's sides, Hope finished 
first, Wheaton second, Kalamazoo third, and Lake 
Forest fourth. 


The men boasted only one first place on the 
day, and it came on the I-meter diving board. 
Senior Todd Robosan won the only diving competi
tion of the day with a score of 257.50. 


For the women, first-year Katie Stefl contin
ued her stellar opening campaign with a win in 
the 200 1M. Her time of 2: 16. 43 was just three
tenths of a second faster than Hope's second place 
swimmer. 


The Lady Hornets have a big weekend in 
front of them, with two league meets one away, 
one home. On Friday, Jan. 20, they'll travel to- St. 
Mary's College for a dual meet with the Belles. 
They'll then return home for a Saturday meet 
versus Cal vin. So far, the women's team is 2-1 in 
league dual meets. 


The men have Friday off, but will share the 
pool with the women on Saturday against the 
Knights. They hope to improve on their league 
dual meet record of 1-2. 


For both teams, the dual meets are preparing 
them for the MIAA ChampIOnships, held at Jenison 
High School, beginning Feb. 9. 
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Campus 
men speak 
out against 
gender 
violence 
By Roger Garfield 
Executive Editor 


According to a survey 
conducted at Penn State 
University, one in 15 
male students reported 
committing or attempting 
to commit rape. 


One in IS. That's one 
of the male students who 
sits across the classroom 
from you, one with whom 
you brush shoulders on 
the library stairs, one who 
stands behind you in the 
line at the cafeteria. 


Shocking? How about 
this statistic: one in four 
college women, in the 
same survey, said they 
were victims of rape or 
attempted rape. 


While these numbers 
may not represent precisely 
the extent of sexual abuse 
on this college campus, 
they show that gender 
violence is a harsh reality. 
However, it doesn't have 
to continue. 


Men Against Gender 
Violence, a Kalamazoo 
College group devoted to 
raising awareness about 
the issue, hopes to help 
quell sexual assault by 
starting a dialogue - both 
with each other and with 
the rest of campus. 


"It's interesting 
because it's everywhere, 
and it's happening all the 
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Working hard for the money 
Resident assistant position not one of glory 
By Katie Prout 
News Editor 


Two years ago, 
Assistant Dean of Students 
Dana Jansma conducted 
a survey of all the Great 
Lakes College 
Association 
members, 
attempting to 
find where 
Kalamazoo 
College ranks 
among its 
counterparts in 
terms of Resident 
Assistantbenefits 
and salary. The 
statistics she 
found place 
Kalamazoo 
among the lower 
middle bracket in 
pay comparison. 
Many RAs on 
campus and their 
employers feel 
that the time has 
come again for 
an RA pay raise 
to be considered. 


expenses covered through 
scholarships do not see how 
this is a benefit to them. 


"We should get more 
than we are receiving," said 
Pickett. "This is a student
focused campus, so the 


why do they want to do it? 
The people above us need to 
offer an incentive," Pickett 
said. 


Both Jansma and Dena 
Willis, area coordinator 
for Residential Life, agree 


that a raise in 
RA compensation 
should be 
considered. 


According to 
both, proposals 
have been made 
several times 
throughout the 
recent years to 
increase the rates. 
Small incremental 
changes have 
been made, but 
no significant 
<?hange has yet 
been authorized. 
However, this 
year's raIse 
in minimum 
wage • has made 
the difficulty 
of raising 


"It is not as 
easy of a job as 
it appears," said 


compensation 
increase. Because 
the money for 


L.-----------IiiU~tiOri.iWmliYwiaalikikin;ngji;to;n student employee 


Marcquel Pickett K'08, 
an RA for his second year. 
"Being an RA isn't just 
about bulletin boards and 
writing people up." 


While at most schools 
RAs have a higher salary 
plus room and board, RAs 
here at K are paid about 
$950 a quarter, which does 
not quite cover the price 
of residential room and 
board on campus. RAs are 
offered single rooms for 
the price of a double, but 
many who have their living 


school should do what is 
best for the student and give 
them options like choosing 
room and board or a salary, 
or a combination of both 
- whatever helps them the 
most. " 


Pickett cites the laws of 
running a "good business" 
as part of the reason why 
RAs should be paid more. 


"When you are dealing 
with workers, if people 
feel like they are under
appreciated by the people 
they are supposed to help, 


pay comes out of 
the same budget, a higher 
mInImum wage inspired 
some offices to cut student 
positions to save money. If 
the RA position is touted 
as the highest paid student 
worker job on campus, said 
Pickett, then that indicates 
the salaries of the others 
"must really be bad." 


"How can we ask for a 
raise in benefits for some, 
while others have their jobs 
cut?" asked Jansma. 


Yet both Jansma and 
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All tricked 
out at 
Halloween 
USA 


By Lauren Trager 
Features Editor 


The night of ghouls, 
goblins and sexy nurses 
snuck in and out this week, 
and gone too is the store that 
supplied the costumes. 


Halloween USA on 
West Main Street officially 
closes today after being 
open only a month and a 
half It's the curse of the 
season: the store, an affiliate 
of Party USA and supplied 
by Gags and Games, Inc., 
offers only seasonal wares. 
Once Halloween passes, the 
masks, costumes, plastic 
swords and skeleton heads 
must wait until next year 
to haunt again. And the 
employees must look for 
other work. 


Only two permanent 
employees worked for the 
store this fall, manager Stacy 
Rocker and her assistant, 
Lauren Thrasher. Rocker 
looke~ forward to emptying 
the store. 


"We have to go through 
and sort every costume by 
size, do a physical inventory, 
load the truck and that's it," 
Rocker said, the day before 
Halloween. "The more we 
get rid of now, the less we 
have to pack up." 


Even then, shelves lay 
barren, many costumes were 
sold out, and the employees 
seemed a bit tired of 
the constant howling of 
Halloween scare gadgets. 


"It brings a whole new 
meaning to Halloween," 
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KATE'S PEOPLE 
Name: Matt Vazquez, K'09 
Birthday: Sept. 12, 1985 
Hometown: Born in Ohio, 
has lived in Gennany, Cali
fornia, Oklahoma, Indiana 
and now Michigan. Family 
lives in Carmel, Ind. 
Residence: Crissey 206 
Studies: Planning a psychol
ogy major, Gennan minor. 
Classes: Applied Statistics. 
Cognition, Gennan 411: Writ
ing One's Life and Times 


Acthitil'S: RA in Crissey, Ultimate Frisbee, Indian Percussian 
Ensemble, IVCF, Amme Club President 
K Plan: Planning on studying abroad in Ecuador 


Favorites: 
Sodexho entree: I love it when they have nice, fresh ba


nanas, the good, ripe, yellow ones without bruises. Anything 
stir fried over in the comer is also good. 


Smell: Currently, clean linen Lysol. I spray It around my 
room way too much. Fresh lalmdry is always nice too. 


Texture: The fl.'Cl of a nice, warm frisbee golf disk 
Childhood toy: Legos 
BeatIe: Ringo Starr 
Article of clothing: My hat with ear flaps 
Song (at this moment): "Crazy Times" by Jars of Clay 
Cla~s at K: Dr. Tan's Psychology of Music 
Professor: IVCF staff member Tim McNinch 
Campus spot: Last year it was the area behind Harmon. 


perfect for reading or relaxing. Only in the spring when it is 
warm, though. 


If you were an animal cracker, what would you be and 
why? There is this animal called a baselisk, also known as the 
"Jesus fish" because it runs fast enough to walk across water. r 
love that. I want to run that fast and walk across water. 
List three adjevtives your friends would use to describe 
you: Laid back, absent minded, understanding. 
List three adjectives you would use to describe yourself: 
Loving, odd, respectful. 
What are your passions? Foreign languages, especially Ger
man, running arolIDd throwing tlrings and taking tlring.~, help
ing people, serving otllers. meeting international students and 
talking to them. my girlfriend in the Netllerlands. 
What brought you to K? Definitely the appeal of having a 
small foreign language class and the study abroad and extern
ship opportunities. Also the funny nanle, that drew me 111. 


What is the best thing you'\·e learned at K outside of 
class? How to throw a forehand. Also tllat sleep is a wonder
ful thing. 
If you could change one thing about the world, what 
would it be and why? I would have everyone spt.'Ild ample 
time investigating a religion because I think that is really easy 
to ignore, to overlook. 


-compiled by Kate Boehm, Executive Editor. 


The Index On the Quad 


Domestic violence awareness month 
Thinking about dating violence, acting to stop it 
By Ashley Loyd 
Contributor 


What do I want the 
Kalamazoo College community, 
the people I live and work with, 
the people I learn from, to know 
about intimate partner violence? 


The statistics are 
compelling: according 
to the Dating Violence 
Resource Center at the 
National Center for 
Victims of Crime, 32 
percent of college students 
report dating violence by 
a previous partner, and 21 
perc~nt report violence by 
a current partner. 


partner, or threaten to hann 
themselves if their partner 
leaves. It is violent if one partner 
forces the other to do something 
sexual, even if it's something 
the couple has done before. The 
presence of even one of these 
signs can indicate a violent 


We need to learn how to 
help. We must not blame women 
and men who are victims of 
violence. People do not seek 
out abusive relationships; the 
violence is often a gradual 
development. If your friend is 
in a violent relationship, they do 


not need to hear, "Why do 
you let them treat you like 
that? I would never tolerate 
it." They need to hear, "I'm 
sorry this is happening 
to you. What can I do to 
support you?" 


Despite the potential 
power of these numbers, 
statistics do not have names. 
It is difficult to recognize 
these percentages as our 
sisters, friends, mothers, 
brothers, or even ourselves. 
Therefore, I would like to 
challenge the K-College 
community to expand their 
concept of domestic and 
dating violence. 


We first need to 


Photo/ Ashley Loyd 


The trees on the main quad were wrapped with 
purple ribbons throughout October in recogni
tion of Domestic Violence Awareness month. 


Do not get discouraged 
if your friend decides to stay 
with their abusive partner; 
continue to listen without 
judgment. Affinn that the 
violence is not their fault, 
but do not pressure them 
to leave. If your friend is 
in a relationship where 
someone is telling them 
they cannot make their 
own decisions, they need 
someone who can help 
empower them. Educate 
yourself. Offer resources. 
And always keep what 
they tell you confidential. 


reconsider how we think 
about violence. It is not only 
physical or sexual; intimate 
partner violence is about power 
and control. It can be verbal, 
emotional, psychological, and! 
or economic. These aspects 
of violence are socially more 
difficult to identify as "violent." 
Sometimes what we construe 
as harmless (or even flattering) 
jealousy or insecurity is violent 
behavior. 


Violence can also be 
present if one person makes the 
other constantly question their 
actions or personality, tells the 
other what to do, wear, or how 
to act, or embarrasses the other 
in public or private through 
insults or degrading comments. 
The person might not allow their 
partner to spend free time \vith 
family and friends, or might 
control how their partner spends 
money. They might physically 
harm, or threaten to hann, their 


situation. 
Second, we need 


to reconsider whom we 
associate with violence. The 
CircUDlStanCes in which intimate 
partner violence occurs cannot 
be generalized. Intimate partner 
violence violence does not have 
a higher prevalence in a certain 
ethnicity, socio-economic class, 
or religious tradition. It happens 
in heterosexual and homosexual 
relationships, and perpetrators 
can have high or low self
esteem. 


Although 75 
of intimate pJrtner 


percent 
violence 


victims are women, men are 
also victims. Men face obstacles 
in identtfYing as victims because 
of societal conceptions of 
masculinity. Women also have 
difficulty recognizing their 
victim-identity for a range of 
reasons, including hope, shame, 
fear or blame. 


If YOIl are worried that 
someone is acting controlling 
or violent toward the person 
they are dating, you should 
approach them caInliy and with 
respect. Be sure to only mention 
things you have observed, not 
things that the other partner has 
told you, ru, this could put the 
other partner in a dangerous 
situation. 


If you feel like you might 
be in a physically or emotionally 
violent situation, safety is a top 
priority. Tell someone you trust 
about your concerns. Contact 
the National Domestic Violence 
Hotline (800-799-SAFE) or 
the Kalamazoo YWCA (www. 
kalaruazooywca.org). just to 
talk, or for ideas about the best 
plan of action for your specific 
situation. To learn more about 
intimate partner violence - the 
statistics, the signs, how to get 
help, and how to help - go to 
www.knowtheredfiags.com. 
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RAs: More than bulletin boards Halloween: No more boos 
From Front From Front 
Willis said they feel the RA benefits 
should be increased, and stated 
multiple reasons for doing so. 


His freshman year, Pickett 
said he had an RA who helped 
him adjust to college life by being 
kind, approachable and available. 
By being an RA, Pickett has had 
the opportunity to meet people 
and interact with them in ways 
he might not have otherwise have 
done. 


said Ben Story, 23, Rocker's brother 
Long will now focus on her studies 


at Kalamazoo Valley Community 
College. "I just picked this up for the 
time being," she said. "It's hard to juggle 
being a full time student." Substantial training is required 


to handle responsibilities in 
community building, emergency 
response protocol, program running, 
security, leadership, and serving 
as a general 24-hour dependable 
resource for residents and employers 
alike. 


and previous employee of Halloween 
USA. "For most people, Halloween 
is only one day, but for me it lasts a 


All this, and an RA still has 
to balance life on a campus where 
students are already overworked 
and overbooked. 


"I like to try to help people 
when they are struggling," he said. 
"I can't solve it, but I can guide 
them to a better resource." 


month and a 
half." 


Josh Enos, 
24, enjoyed the 
work. "I love 
it," he said. 
"We have a 
lot of fun here. 
There's a little 
bit of fun, a 
little bit of 
games." 


But now 
Enos must find 


After today, this sign will no longer adom the 
shopping mall at West Main Street and Drake. 


T r u d y 
Camp, 41, a 
special-needs 
teacher m 
Ka lamazoo , 
decided to 
be a baby for 
Halloween. "I 
wanted to be a 
pirate, but they're 
all gone, so I'm 
crying and now 
I have to be a big 
baby," she said, 


"The difference between other 
jobs and the RA position is that there 
is a lot more value in the job than 
the money," said Jansma. " If you 
did it just for the money, you would 
be miserable. It is a lifestyle. 


It is one thing to have the 
respect and thanks of the peers 
the RAs are responsible for. Yet 
all interviewed mentioned the 
difficulty they run into in the 
dorms, including poor attendance 
at dorm events , graffiti on bulletin 
boards, and an overall belief that 
the RAs "are out to get you." 


other work. "I wish it was longer," he 
said of the job. He hopes to become a 
cook or possibly work in retail again. 


holding a giant bib and pacifier. 
Camp came to Halloween USA this 


year for the selection. "They just have 
the weird, funky stuff," she said. But 
she wanted to know what happens to the 
store once the festivities end. 


"I have so much respect for them; 
they are willing to put themselves 
out there to make a difference in the 
college experience." 


Pickett called upon his 
employers to help keep up the 
morale of their employees. 


"We need to be shown on the 
other end: this is how much we 
appreciate you," he said. 


The store closing saddened Devon 
Long, 20, of Scotts, Mich. She was 
hired when a friend recommended her 
for the position. "Where does all the stuff go?" she 


asked. The chance to have an impact 
on the lives of his peers was one 
reason why Pickett wanted to be an 
RA originally. 


"Actions speak louder than 
words. " 


"It's so much fun working here 
and seeing all the kids' faces looking 
at stuff and trying all the costumes 
on," she said. 


It's on its way to a warehouse in 
Livonia, Mich. to await next year's 
fun. 


MAG V: Cutting down on the little things 
From Front 
time," said senior Rob Connor, 
who, with the help of several 
other senior males, reinstituted 
MAGV in the spring after 
the group's presence had 
disappeared from campus for 
upwards of two years. 


They meet every Monday 
night, and they discuss little, 
everyday things they can do to 
help combat gender violence. 


"When people throw 
around b---- or w----, these 
words are rooted in sexism," 
senior Colin Myers said. 
"Come out and say this word 
offends me. You have to 
combat gender violence by 
challenging the culture." 


They discuss what it's 
like to be a male in a world 
where gender violence exists. 


"Every woman I know in 
my life is always affected by 
fear," said senior Tim Harlan
Marks. "They fear leaving the 


library by themselves at night. 
They fear going to a party on 
their own. (As a male), I feel 
like it's a privilege not to have 
to deal with these issues." 


And they discuss their 
goals as an organization. 


"Hoping to stop rape is 
one thing," said senior Kyle 
Shelton, "but hoping to stop 
all levels of (sexual abuse) 
should be a goal." 


Another goal of MAGV 
is to bolster the group's 
numbers. Monday, in the 
President's Lounge of Hicks 
Center, eight male students 
met - seven of which were 
seniors. MAGV held a forum 
on Wednesday, Oct. 25, and 
roughly 40 people attended, 
including males, females and 
professors. 


While the weekly 
meetings are intended solely 
for males - this encourages 
the most honesty, MAGV 


members say - Wednesday's 
forum opened up the floor to 
all voices, something Connor 
thinks was productive. 


"I think it went well for 
what we expected it to be," 
he said, adding that MAGV 
simply wanted to initiate 
discussion. 


One point the MAGV 
members stress is that, even 
on a small campus like K, 
sexual abuse does happen. 
And the culprit could be a 
person you know. 


"I don't talk to my 
roommates about it," said 
Harlan-Marks, ~'which is 
probably the problem." 


For information on 
what constitutes rape 
and the consequences of 
sexual assault, consult the 
Kalamazoo College Student 
Conduct Code at http://www. 
kzoo. edulstudentlife!socPoll 
index.htm!. 


opportunities I expanded 


If you're commlned to expanding customer relatlOOShlps and cafe aOOu1 domg 
what's right for your customer, we want you to JOIn our innoval.lVe team today 
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• Education ASsistance Program 


To join OU' team. pie"", call '-800-605-J085 
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Candidate Will operate PC while talking on phone 
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To the guillotine for Coppola's 'Marie Antoinette' 
By Chelsea Phelps 
Executive Editor 


Sofia Coppola's new film 
"Marie Antoinette" is now in 
theatres. K College senior and 
Index copy editor Rhiannon 
Thomas went to the movies with 
friends and was not impressed. 
Check out Rhiannon's honest 
opinion down below. 


music, which I hated. "Marie 
Antoinette" turned out not to be 
that way, but I hated it for other 
reasons. 


melancholy aftertaste." How do 
you respond to this? 


RT: Well, you could liken 
this movie to a bon bon in that it 


RT: I told my little sister not 
to see it and she loves historical 
stuff. Everyone I went with 
enjoyed the movie, but by the 


are beautiful, after a while you 
get a little bored at looking at 
beautiful people doing not so 
beautiful things and wishing 


CP: Rhiannon, why did 
you decide to go see "Marie 
Antoinette?" 


RT: Even though I didn't 
think I was going to like it, I 
decided to go because I love 
going to the movies. Also, about 
nine of my friends decided that 
it was a good night to go, so I 
thought 1'd go along. 


CP: So what reasons did 
you hate it for? 


RT: Number one problem 
was that it was boring. It was 
so slow! There were probably 
about 10 pages of dialbgue in 
the whole movie - no one 
talked. Coppola did a good job at 
presenting motivations without 
a lot of dialogue, which should 
probably get her some kudos or 
something, but I like a faster plot 
in movies. 


CP: Were there any hot 
guys in the film? 


is sugary with no 
substance, but the 
whole thing is sort 
of melancholy. 
Everyone dies 
at the end, but 
it's not sad at the 
end because you 
don't care about 
the characters. I 
found that it just 
made me want to 
leave. 


CP: What 
did you do to keep 
yourself occupied 
during the film? 


RT: I 


something vvould 
happen. 


CP: If 
someone were 
going to see 
this movie, 
what would you 
tell him or her 
beforehand? 


RT: It will be 
a waste of your 
$6.50 and two and 
a half hours. Rent 
it if you must. 


CP: What 
would you have 
rather done with 
your time than sit CP: Why were you not 


excited to see the film? 
RT: Because I hated the 


last Sofia Coppola movie I 
saw, "Lost in Translation." I 
was also afraid it was going to 
be a lot like "Moulin Rouge," a 
classic story with weird updated 


RT: Yah, I guess. The one 
character she gets it on with, he's 
from Switzerland or something, 
he's attractive. Really no one 
else is. I've never been attracted 
to Jason Schwartzman. There 
are lots of good-looking women 
in the film, but not guys. Nobody 
made me swoon. 


smuggled in some Goobers, I 
ate the Goobers, then I rnade fun 
of the movie and rnade terrible 
faces at my roommate for the 
last third of the film, which I felt 
at that point should have ended 
20 minutes before. It was so 
long and tedious. 


end I just assumed everyone 
else would bate it too, because I 
hated it so much. 


through this movie? 
RT: I was already cranky 


before going to the movie, but 
I can think of so many things I 
could have done other than see 
this movie. I would have rather 
gone bowling, or gone out to 
dessert, or stayed at home and 
worked on my SIP, or even 
mowed my lawn in the dark, 
really. 
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CP: If you had to write 
a review of this film in three 
sentences, what would it be? 


Gillespie of the Atlanta 
Journal Constitution 
wrote that the film 
was "a bon bon with a 


CP: What would you tell 
someone who wants to see this 
movie? 


RT: This movie is distilled 
tedium. There is very little 
to be enjoyed other than the 
delightful soundtrack. While 
the costumes and characters 


From the Counseling Center: 
Understanding the Experience of International Students 
By Adriana Fox 
Contributor: Counseling Center 


Each year approximately 30 
students from countries all over the world 
join K College to further their academic 
experiences. They are here for one 
academic year, and after its completion 
they return to their home countries. Some 
specific issues arise given international 
students' status, as well as their not-too
long, though not-too-short "stop" here at 
K 


International students add to the 
diversity of our campus culture and bring 
a wealth of ideas that help enhance our 
worldviews. They bring traditions specific 
to their cultures, life experiences that help 
open our minds to the possibilities, as 
well as a variety oflifestyles. 


Understanding international 


students and their needs can often be a 
challenge, as personal interactions with 
international students need to be filtered 
through a cultural lens. This is a difficult 
task in itself, which is why international 
students rnay feel misunderstood at times, 
while Americans rnay perceive them 
as demanding or difficult to please. The 
new context poses various challenges for 
international students, which causes them 
to seek immediate relief and approach 
everyday tasks with heightened anxiety. 


Some of the specific difficulties that 
international students encounter in their 
contact with the American culture are 
language difficulties, academic pressure, 
homesickness, lack of a social support 
network, loneliness, and isolation. The 
food options available, as well as climate 
changes, can constitute serious stressors 
that rnay influence the wellbeing of 


international students. 
What exactly can we, as a 


community, do to best serve the needs 
of this population? How can we make 
them feel at home far away from home? 
Listen to them, ask questions about their 
cultures and traditions, ask about what it 
is they need. Make sure if you end your 
conversation by saying, "I'll call you 
later," or "Let's have lunch sometime," 
that you keep your promise (in the 
American culture this is just a way of 
disengaging from interactions). 


What will we gain from this? A 
perspective that we may not otherwise 
have access to, and, perhaps, a friend. As 
Anai's Nin stated, "Each friend represents 
a world in us, a world possibly not born 
until they arrive, and it is only by this 
meeting that a new world is born." Give 
that world a chance. 
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Another night on the town, this time at Holiday Lanes 
By Kaitlyn Walter 
Index Staff 


Here's another installment of my 
lovely life out on the town. Though, 
for anyone who knows me, the concept 
of sending me for "night on the town" 
reports is funny in and of itself. I 
didn't really want to tell this story, but 
my editor insists that people love to 
read about embarrassing and awkward 
situations. 


back. It's like how a cat or dog can 
always find their way home if they run 
away or are dropped off somewhere. 


In the itty bitty city of Kalamazoo, 


not being any good radio stations in 
Kalamazoo, I looked slightly miffed. 


I went through all this to get 
into a room that was slightly sketch. 


the Kalamazoo College newspaper, 
he told me there were other reporters 
there from Grand Rapids, and he 
introduced me to the man in charge 


of the dance night, 
Dave. 


This time I was sent to Holiday 
Lanes, a bowling alley in the parking 
lot of the Holiday Inn. At the time, I 
thought it was its own property with 
its own sign, parking lot and driveway. 
However, to get there you have to be 
already aware of all this if you don't 
plan on getting lost. Which is, of 
course, what happened to me. 


you wouldn't think 
it'd be difficult to 
go down one road 
for 10 minutes, turn 
left on the road after 
1-94, then turn left 
into a driveway. 
But it is. And if you 
have any thoughts 
about stopping at 
a gas station to ask 
directions, tum around 
immediately; chances 
are you're lost and 


Photo/Kaitlyn Walter 
Does this neon sign at Holiday Lanes bowling alley/swing dance club speak the truth? 


Dance lessons 
started at 9:30 and 
Dave was ready 
to teach salsa and 
other Latin dances 
to about 20 people. 
The dancing 
was pretty much 
the same as any 
other place with 
a dance floor, and 
Latin dance music 


This leads me to sometimes 
question my ability to get place to 
place without getting lost. It seems 
that if I've never been somewhere, on 
the way there I'll get lost at least once. 
I'm always turning around. But if! get 
there once, I'll always be able to get 


it'd be quicker to just go back to the 
staring point. 


By the time I got there, 45 
minutes after I wanted to get there, I 
found out there was a cover charge of 
$5. I pretty much talked my way in by 
telling the guy that I had absolutely no 
money and that I wasn't going to drink 
alcohol. And there's a chance that after 
being lost for 45 minutes, and there 


If you've never been to this bowling 
ally there's a room that has a bar, 
pool tables, and a small dance floor. 
I went in, chose a table in the back 
and spread my coat, purse, and note 
taking items across the table. When 
I asked the door guy if there would 
be many other people showing up 
(after all, it was a Saturday night), 
and after explaining that I was with 


playing, though there was this really 
annoying, freakishly bright strobe 
light that the guy I danced with 
always led me in front of. And the 
music, since the floor was so small, 
was really loud. 


Something that I would really 
recommend when going there would 
be to go with a few friends. I, dumb 
person that I am, went alone. Again. 


K-Valley Museum 'Brain' exhibit ideal attraction for Family Weekend 
By Holly Catherine Gillis 
Index Staff 


Family Weekend begins 
tomorrow, and if your 
visitors want to venture into 
downtown Kalamazoo, one 
interesting destination is the 
Kalamazoo Valley Museum 
and its current featured 
exhibit, "Brain: The World 
Inside Your Head." 


According to Kelly 
Drangin of KVM, the 
exhibit is "very intellectual 
but because there is so much 
going on, the kids really 
enjoy it." Since the exhibit 
is geared toward children, 
explanations for all of the 
interacti ve stations are 
in terms that anyone can 
understand. 


As you enter the 
exhibit, axons and synaptic 
clefts (cell biological 
components) cause almost 
a claustrophobic effect: 
all encompassing and ever 


growing in number. To 
start, the exhibit shows 
the structure and function 
of various physiological 
aspects of the brain from the 
differences in hemispheres 
to the travel ofthe "electrical 
storm" down an axon. 


The exhibit explains 
different diseases that are the 
result of neuro-malfunction 
like Parkinson's disease, 
Alzheimer's disease, 
Multiple Sclerosis, and 
seizure disorders. 


Another interesting 
feature of the exhibit 
is tha tit descri bes the 
human perception of the 
brain throughout history. 
For example, at one port 
phrenology is explained. 
Phrenology is the primitive 
psychological explanation 
for behavior and personality 
as determined by the bumps 
on one's head. 


Many of the stations 
within the exhibit are also 


interactive. One such station 
describes the relationship 
between coordination and 
the brain; another describes 
the relationship between the 
eyes and the brain; and still 
another describes how the 
brain affects the physical 
movement of muscles. 


Perhaps the most 
interactive station is the 
dream simulator. In an open
ended theater within the 
exhibit a projection screen 
simulates what it feels like 
to dream. 


"I think the best part 
of [the exhibit] is the 
diversity," Drangin said. 
Drangin went on to say 
that it covers every facet of 
the brain, and it truly takes 
mUltiple visits to appreciate 
its magnitude. 


The goal of KVM is, 
Drangin says, "to educate, 
to make education fun and 
to bring the community 
together. " 


The "Brain" exhibit has 
been traveling for a number 
of years and arrived at the 
KVM on Sept. 30. It will be 
available until Jan. 7 due 


in part to some funding by 
Pfizer. The KVM is located 
just behind the Radisson 
Hotel 10 downtown 
Kalamazoo. 
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Dick DeVos vs. Jennifer Granholm 
By Kyle Lincoln 
Contributor 


This year's election presents 
some interesting statistics, particularly 
when one examines the amount of 
money spent on advertising. The 
governor's party alone has spent more 
on what the Detroit Free Press deemed 
negative advertising than any other 
gubernatorial campaign in Michigan 
history. What's more, the ads have 
even less truth than one would expect 
from an incumbent's campaign. 
Don't believe me? Here are the facts, 
undiluted and without any padded 
statistics. 


Fact: Dick DeVos cut 597 jobs in 
Michigan, but these jobs were mostly 
management (583 to be precise) 
and were part of an overall Alticor 
restructuring that led to 8,048 Michigan 
jobs and even more nationwide. 


F act: DeVos is running his father's 
company, but he was not handed the 
job. He started atAlticor (then Amway) 
mowing the lawn for the headquarters 
building (a contract his father insisted 
he submit a business plan for) then 
moved up to manufacturing. From 
there, he attended Northwood Business 
College and moved into management 
upon graduation, eventually becoming 
the chief of international operations 
and, finally, Alticor's CEO. 


Fact: Alticor did establish a 
corporate branch in China, but none 
of Alticor's Michigan employees 
lost their jobs because of it and the 
expansion to that market allowed 
Michigan products to be sold to and 


House of Cards b Caleb Waldron 


repackaged in China, creating even 
more opportunity for tax-based growth 
in Michigan. 


Fact: Gov. Granholm has claimed 
that she actively recruited potential 
corporate 
expansions in 
Michigan and 
has secured 
expansions to 
add 600 jobs 
to Michigan's 
tax base, but 
she has yet 
to stop the 
hemorrhaging 
of Michigan 
jobs to parts 
elsewhere. 
Department 
of Labor 
statistics show 
that in 2005 alone, Michigan lost 
11,441 jobs. During the entirety of the 
Granholm era, that is 2003-2005 (2002 
is excluded with regard to fairness and 
2006 statistics have not been made yet 
available in the complete form) more 
than 40,000 jobs have been lost. 


So when it comes down to one of 
two candidates on Tuesday, there are 
two options on the table: the first is 
to allow four more years of botched 
management and another 10,000 jobs 
(per year) to be lost despite efforts of 
Michigan employers (Alticor included) 
to stay. The second is to change the 
approach and tum Michigan back 
into the economic powerhouse that it 
was for our parents and their parents 
before them. 


By Andrew Tyner 
Contributor 


On Tuesday, Nov. 7, the Michigan 
Gubernatorial election will give 


Michigan 
citizens the 
opportunity 
to shape the 
future of our 
state for the 
next four 
years. It goes 
without saying 
that Michigan 
is facing 
economic 
difficulties in 
the 21 "century, 
with our 
auto industry 
facing tough 


competition and jobs being lost every 
day, but Gov. Jennifer Granholm has 
provided strong leadership in these 
troubled times and has worked hard 
to put Michigan back onto the path of 
prosperity. 


Granholm believes in investing 
in our citizenry. She is committed to 
putting Michigan's citizens back to 
work, and to that end, her Jobs Today 
plan has invested nearly $4 billion to 
accelerate a decade's worth of public 
infrastructure projects into a three-year 
period. She recognizes the importance 
of diversifying Michigan's economy, 
and her 21st century Jobs Fund, 
authorized last fall, will invest $2 billion 
to create jobs in emerging sectors such 
as alternative energy, the life sciences, 


Yo. _. ':10., 
It hOW . 


homeland security, and advanced 
manufacturing. 


Granholm understands the 
importance of an educated citizenry 
to both a healthy economy and a 
functioning democracy, and she has 
proposed a $4,000 scholarship to be 
awarded to every student in Michigan to 
help bear the burden of higher education 
costs. 


Granholm's opponent, Dick DeVos, 
accuses her of creating an environment 
unfavorable to business growth while 
ignoring her signing into law of more 
than $600 million in business tax cuts 
and her support for the elimination of the 
Single Business Tax. Meanwhile, with 
DeVos as president, Amway cut nearly 
1,400 jobs and invested an additional 
$120 million in its operations in China. 


DeVos' support for job cutting isn't 
the only issue Michigan citizens should 
worry about. DeVos has stated that he 
supports the inclusion of intelligent 
design in public education's science 
curriculum. While Granholm agrees 
that such intellectual diversity should 
be welcomed in a philosophy class, 
she believes that science classes should 
stick to teaching science. 


This is not the only extreme position 
that DeVos takes. While speaking on 
a radio interview on the topic of Roe 
v. Wade, DeVos stated that he would 
be "thrilled" if the important decision 
were to be overturned. And while the 
scientific community is informing us of 
the public good that could result from 
embryonic stem cell research, DeVos 
is steadfast in his disapproval of such 
research . 







Voices The Index Thursday, November 2, 2006 7 


Calling out the campus: Indifference and the Gubernatorial Election 
By Kat Baskin 
Contributor 


A number of my peers have talked 
to me about the social, economic, 
and political issues of the countries 
in which they studied abroad. I have 
even heard students do the same for 
the countries in which they have yet 
to, but plan to study abroad. We travel 
to foreign places and try to understand 
different economic, political, and 
social systems. Then, we return to our 
ivory towers to discuss what we have 
learned. I want to commend my peers 
for their concern for the world, but I 
also want to ask why this concern does 
not extend to the country in which 
they permanently reside. What makes 
the issues in China, Japan, Germany, 
France, Chile, Ecuador, Thailand and 
Kenya more pressing and worth our 
time than the issues in Kalamazoo? 


I know Kalamazoo is not the most 
exotic of places, but if you venture off 
the hill you will see a town in need of 
some drastic changes. 


Don't get me wrong, I am 
impressed that my peers have worked 
in women's health clinics in Nairobi, 
Kenya, with underprivileged children 
in the poorest districts of Quito, 
Ecuador, and in the orphanages of 
Calcutta, India. It is the general 
apathy of our generation concerning 
dome~tic issues that does not impress 
me. I am especially disappointed in 
how uninformed and indifferent my 


peers here at Kalamazoo College are 
about politics at home. 


My fitst question is, why do the 
issues of these foreign places take 
precedence over the issues at home? 
Can we not care about both? My 
confusion lies in the fact that we all 


to 
four years 
at this institution 
in Kalamazoo, Mich., 
which by the way is 
not an isolated island 
where economic, social and 
political issues cease to exist. Rather, 
it is a town in need of some serious 
economic, social, and political 
changes. 


My next question: Why don't 
people care to use their right to vote? 
We take this right for granted and that 
did not ring so true until I returned 
to campus this fall. We tore ourselves 
away from our studies two years ago 
when Bush and Kerry faced off in the 
presidential election. We stayed up 
late and sat in front of our televisions, 
anxiously waiting for the results. But 
was that all for show? 


My last question is, why doesn't 
anyone seem to care about voting in 
the upcoming gubernatorial election? 
(If you have been invested in the 
upcoming election and are offended 
by. my generalizations, then pat 
yourself on the back and encourage 
others to go vote with you.) To the 
people who are not invested in this 
town, this state, this country 


and you know 
who you are - I 


ask you to please 
inform yourselves 


about the issues at home, 
just as you would about the 
places you study abroad. I 
will not stand for such an 
apathetic generation. This 


world cannot afford it. Sadly, 
I think many of you already 


know that. 
We can make changes in this 


world in a number of ways: through 
service learning projects, by traveling 
to foreign lands, and through opening 
our minds. I know it does not sound 
all that interesting, but we can also 
contribute by entering a polling booth 
and filling in little bubbles on election 
days. 


Whether you want to vote in 
your home state or here in Michigan 
is up to you, but in response to the "I 
am not voting in Michigan" story that 
ran in The Index on Oct. 19. I would 
like to suggest not automatically 
dismissing the state of Michigan. 


You now live here! You will live 
in Kalamazoo for approximately 
four years. And by the way, you 
are an adult now who can legally 
vote in this state. Congratulations 
for understanding the issues in 
your hometown better, but take the 
time and learn about the issues in 
Michigan, as well. The issues in the 
Michigan elections will affect you. 
So get informed about Michigan. 
The results in the Colorado elections 
will not affect your school funding 
in Michigan. 


Affirmative action programs 
for women and people of color 
in employment and education are 
under attack. This is a state issue. 
You attend school in Michigan, and 
it will affect you. The issues in the 
Nov. 7 election are pressing. Please, 
get informed and go vote! 


How do you get informed? 
Tomorrow, Lauren Trimble K'07 
will hold an information session to 
help familiarize you with the issues 
on the upcoming ballot. A speaker 
will be there to explain the voting 
process and the obstacles you may 
face at the polls. 


Please prove me wrong and 
care not only about what is going 
on in Africa, Asia, South America, 
Australia, and Europe, but also 
care about Kalamazoo. Care about 
Michigan, and care about the United 
States! 


Illustration by Will Walkington. 


Bittersweet semor season • for star soccer forward Brett Bullard 
By Mike Leifeld 
Sports Editor 


Brett Bullard is a front
runner for the MIAA league 
MVP award, but that doesn't 
mean he's satisfied with the 
way his season has gone. 


Bullard, a senior 
forward from Grand Blanc, 
Mich. leads Kalamazoo with 
l3 goals and five assists. He 
also is tied with Hope's Dan 
Tresslar for the MIAA lead 
with 10 goals and 23 points. 


Bullard's speed and 
aggressive style of play has 
propelled him to the top of 
the league. It was a tough 


climb to the top, though, as 
he had to fight through injury 
after injury. Playing through 
the pain of tendonitis in his 
knees, a hip pointer and a 
sprained ankle, Bullard has 
yet to miss a game. 


Despite Bullard's 
success, in his mind the 
team has had a disappointing 
season thus far, accumulating 
a 9-9 overall record (7-5 
MIAA) , falling far short of 
their potential. 


"We have the talent to 
play with the top teams in 
the league," Bullard said. 
"But we definitely had 
opportunities to have a better 


season. We just had a few 
errors and a couple of bad 
starts, so the results did not 
go our way. In all the league 
games that we lost, we were 
scored on in the first 10 
minutes." 


As of Tuesday, the 
Hornets were in fourth place 
behind Calvin in the MIAA 
and still had a shot at third. 
They played their final home 
game yesterday against 
Calvin, after The Index went 
to the press, and they have 
one more game on Saturday 
at Tri-State. 


Bullard hopes to score 
a couple of goals and add to 


his league-leading total, 
but more importantly, 
he wants to go out with 
a win. 


"We're playing for 
a shot at third place," 
he said. ''I'm definitely 
going to miss it when 
I'm gone, so it's 
emotional. There will 
be a lot of adrenaline 
going and I want to 
finish strong." 


Bullard is a 
biology major and is 
currently applying 
to dental schools for Photol kzoo.edu 
when he graduates 1D Brett Bullard has been a bulldog on 
the spring. the soccer pitch in his four years at K. 
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Optimism abound, -Hornets begin season with a splash 
By Roger Garfield 
Executive Editor 


There's a buzz in the Natatorium 
this year, a buzz of optimism, a buzz 
of confidence, a buzz that promises to 
linger and only get louder. 


This buzz - which splashes, flips, 
kicks and pulls - emanates from the 
Kalamazoo men's and women's swim 
teams. 


representatives to NCAAs last year and 
two women's teams in the top 12 in the 
country. However, we all believe that's 
where we can be, so look for both teams 
to move up substantially this year." 


Last season, sophomore Bobby 
Dekker had a standout campaign as he 
eamed All-MlAA honors, winning the 
200 individual medley with a time of 
I :54.52. Ryan Booms and Kevin Groth 
join Dekker in the group of sophomores 
who will surely gamer some wins. 


fly and the 500 
free last season, 
and she appears 
to be back for 
more, winning 
three events in 
Saturday's dual 
meet 
Albion 
both 


versus 
(which 


Hornets 
teams won 
convincingly). With only their toes dipped into 


the waters of the 2006-2007 season, 
the Hornet teams are hungry after 
both finishing fourth in the MlAA 
championships last winter. And with 
just five seniors lost to graduation, the 
experience on these teams promises to 
help quicken the collective pace and 
speed up some times. 


That young base, in addition to the 
valuable experience of senior captains 
Chris Heintz and Joey Arce, will be 
the straw that stirs the men's drink this 
year. 


K e I I Y 
Amrhein, Kristin 
Dominguez, and 
Elizabeth Garlow 
will lead the team 


Photo/kzoo.edu 
The Hornet swimmers celebrate at a meet last season. They 
are confident they will move up the MIAA ladder this year. 


as senior captains, which will be vital 
- especially given the potential of the 
freshmen, Milliken says. 


can accomplish some of the greatest 
feats the Kalamazoo Natatorium has 
witnessed. 


Coach Kathy Milliken, in her 
fourth season at the helm, says her 
team is well on its way to shaking up 
the league standings. 


Milliken also has confidence in her 
freshmen - namely Alfonso Espinosa 
and Paul Ellis - who she says will 
contribute significantly. 


Already Dekker, Booms, Groth, 
Espinosa, and Ellis have taken home 
first place finishes this season. 


"We have a number that are 
coming in close to, or under, varsity 
records (already)," Milliken said, citing 
Marie Stuve, Barret Myers, and Katy 
Knoechel as cogs for the women's 
team. 


"Our first six weeks have gone 
well," said Milliken, "but we have 
another 13 to go. If we can keep the 
energy, work ethic, and focus up, then 
we have the potential to be one of the 
best men's teams ever at Kalamazoo, 
and the best women's team in history 
at K." 


"We can definitely improve upon 
our places at MlAAs from last year," 
Milliken said. "Our conference is 
very deep with four teams sending 


On the women's side another All
MlAA sophomore, Katie Stefl, returns 
to guide this talented squad. 


Stefl set the school record in the 200 
The times will only get faster, and 


as they do, Milliken thinks her Hornets 


Sports in brief: 
Fall season coming to a close 
Index Staff Reports 


Men's Soccer 
The men's soccer team 


got two league wins last week, 
beating Alma 4-2 on Saturday 
and Olivet 3-0 on Tuesday, Oct. 
24. 


The wins brought the team 


up to .500, good for fourth place 
in the league with a 9-9 record 
(7-5MlAA). 


Brett Bullard and Yoshi 
Takeda scored in the first half 
against Alma to give the Hornets 
a 2-0 lead. 


But early in the second half, 
Alma responded with two goals 
of its own, knotting the game at 
2-2. 


With time winding down, 
Hornets senior midfielder Evan 
Wright knocked in a pass from 
Takeda for the go-ahead goal. 


Scott MacDonald added an 


insurance goal with two minutes 
left in the match. Jake Bennett 
and Justin Evans had assists in 
the game. 


In Tuesday's win at Olivet, 
Bennett, MacDonald and Takeda 
each had a goal and Bullard and 
Bryan Rekowski had assists. 


MacDonald was the 
MIAA's Offensive Player of 
the Week for his role in the two 
WInS. 


There is no league 
tournament on the men's side 
(like there is on the women's), 
so the team's last game will be 
at Tri-State on Saturday. 


Cross Country 
The men's and women's 


cross country teams competed 
in the MlAA championships on 
Saturday at Alma. 


The women's team finished 
in third place with Allison 


lott placing 10th and Jillian 
McLaughlin 13th overall. 


The men's team placed 
fifth. Max Melstrom had 
Kalamazoo's best finish at 17th 


place. 
lott and McLaughlin were 


selected to the women's All
MlAA First Team. Melstrom 
was Second Team All-MlAA. 


Women's Soccer 
The women's soccer team 


ended its season in the semi
finals of the MlAA Tournament 
Tuesday with a 3-0 loss to Calvin 
College. 


The undefeated Knights 
were the heavy favorites, but the 
Hornets played them tough - as 
they played all season long. 


To advance to that game, 
Kalamazoo had to outdo St. 
Mary's in the first round on 
Saturday. 


The teams battled to a 
scoreless tie through regulation 
play and two IO-minuteovertime 
peri<><b, sending the game into a 
five-shot shootout. 


The Hornets prevailed, 
converting on four of five 
attempts while holding St. 
Mary's to three goals. 


Kelly Lepper, Jenn Russart, 
Paige Howell and Kari Brodsky 
each scored in the shootout and 
Kassie Johnston had five saves 
in goal. 


The Hornets finished the 
season 6-2-1 in their last nine 
games, and Meryl Stout was 
recognized for the Hornets' 
strong defensive effort as she 
was selected as the MlAA 
Defensive Player of the Week. 


Football 
The road proved unfriendly 


to the Hornets yet again, as 
Kalamazoo lost at Albion on 
Saturday, 21-13. 


The Britons led 21-0 at 
through three quarters, due 
in large part to two Hornet 
turnovers at the Albion 10-yard 
line. 


But the Hornets chipped 
away, scoring on two Jordan 
Tallman touchdown passes 


in the fourth - one to Mike 
Leifeld, the other to Stephen 
Johnston. 


With 1 :59 to play, 
Kalamazoo had a shot to tie 
the game, but Tallman's third 
interception of the day put the 
nail in the coffin. 


The Hornets (2-5, 2-3 
MlAA) play their final two 
games of the season at the 
friendly home confines of 
Angell Field. Saturday's kickoff 
versusAlrna begins at 1 p.m. 


Volleyball 
The volleyball team went 


into the playoff season on a 
sour note as they lost to Calvin, 
Wheaton, Hope and Hanover 
over the weekend. 


They played in the first 
round of the MlAA Tournament 
at Hope on Wednesday, after 
The Index went to the press. 


Bridgett Blough led the 
team with 241 kills and 98 
blocks in the regular season and 
Laura Winkler had with 536 
digs. 









