
So, how did you 
spend your winter 
break? 

See photo spread on page 7. 

Student Commission Struggles with Leadership 
Administration intervenes in president recall process 
By]ILLIAN MCLAUGHLIN insistence, StuComm's Executive As the quarter progressed, 
Features Editor Board moved to begin the more BoycefeltHumphries'sinexperience 

Student Commission President democratic recall election as the rest did not improve. The majority 
Keyontay Hwnphries received a call of Kalamazoo College's students of StuComm appeared to echo 
around II p.m. from Brian Dietz, prepared for finals. Boyce's and the Executive Board's 
the Director of Student Activities, If the issues before sentiments: 23 of26 commissioners 
on Thursday night of tenth week fall commissioners initiated the recall signed the resolution with attached 
quarter. He told ber that he wanted election seemed substantial, what grievances, excepting only Lindsey 
to have a meeting the next day. She carne after truly exacerbated the Scarlett K'IO, Amber Whittington 
agreed, thinking Dietz had some already existing tensions. K'08 and Humphries. 
new student activity he wanted her Commissioners sent out E-mails followed in response 
to help plan. e-rnails to various students to ones sent by the commissioners. 

When she arrived in his office and organizations with a list Other e-mails urged students to 
on Friday, Humphries began took of grievances attached asking refrain from signing petitions and 
her notebook to inscribe details students to sign a petition to recall to attend a meeting for Monday 
about Dietz's plans. He told her, Humphries. of finals week entitled "Hear Both 
"You won't need that David The grievances alleged Sides." 
Hyman and Lauren Migliore are incompetence and inefficiency in By Monday of finals week 
in the next room. All I'm going to Humphries, disrespect for their one e-mail ended the onslaught 
sayis,you'renotgoingtobehappy constitution, and poor student of students' inboxes. President 
with what they have to say." Next, advocacy. Eileen Wtlson-Oyelaran sent an 
Executive Board members Hyman Vic;e President Suzy Boyce e-mail stating, "After reviewing 
and Migliore asked Humphries to K'08 sent one of the e-mails out the Constitution of the Student 
resign as StuComm president. to students with the grievances Commission and consulting with 

"It wasn't the most pleasant of attached. Boyce bas served on legal counsel, we are postponing 
experiences," said Dietz. StuComm since her freshman year the recall or removal action until the 

Humphries told Hyman and and said she felt disillusioned with start of c~ in January 2008 ... 
Miglioreshewouldnotresignunless Humphries's leadership over the To be very clear, the College is 
the student body who elected her quarter. not quashing a recall or removal 
voted for her resignation. StuComm "I remember hearing her process. We are postporung so 
already had begun the removal inauguration speech last spring and that a clear and fair process can be 
process, which is an internal process I was really motivated by thaLI engaged, and students can be well 
outlined in the constitution that does remember how I felt at the time informed of the important issues." 
not require a vote by the student and it gave me a lot of hope for this 
body. However, with Humphries's quarter," said Boyce. Continued on page 3 

New Look for Old Welles 
Students dine in new cafeteria, get first 
glimpse of renovated Hicks Center 
By MARIAH FRYE 

Staff Writer 
After returning from 

winter break with a new 
cafeteria to survey. most 
students responded simply 
"I like It!" 

While 11 may take some 
getting used to, thl! new 
cafeteria presents a new age 
of dining at K College, and 
provides a promising preview 
of the soon-to-be-finished 
Hicks Center. 

"It's a little cramped 
right now whIle it's under 
construction," said Betty at 
the card swiper "But once 
it's completed, tbe building 
is going to be beautiful." 

Immediately visible in 

the new dining hall are several 
large-scale improvements, 
includIng unique booth-style 
seatIng. more tray statIOns, a 
fireplace, a milk station at the 
cereal bar, and much more. 

Witba brighter,moreopen 
serving and dining area tban 
the previous "caf." the layout 
of tbis most recent milestone 
in Hick's renovation presents 
several features that those 
who frequent the cafeteria 
can enJoy. 

"There's definitely a lot 
more space now," said Mark 
Kerney K'il. "The food lines 
are way less cramped." 

Students are also pleased 

Continued on page 4 

Photo/Jam.s Micklry 
The newly renovated cafeteria provokes varying opinions from 
student diners. 
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Name: Samantha 
Weaver 

lear: Senior 

Major: Political 
Science with a 
concentration m 
Env1J"Onmental 

....... --' ... ~~~_~~ Science 

Why did YOli choose Vow· major? I started out 
thinking I was going to go into the sciences 

Z but I became more interested in the policies. I 
began to like the politics more than the people. 
Ideally K does not have the major I wanted 

~ (Environmental Science); it would have been 
~ nice to have a more focused major. 

~ Are you glad you came to K? I am really glad. 
~ I looked at various liberal art colleges and there 

a was something about K that I liked. I really like 
the community and the fact that Kalamazoo is 
smaller than most colleges. There are also great 

U 
programs to become involved in such as service 
learning, study abroad, and the newly added 

~ Guilds initiative. 

~ What did YOII enjoy most about studying abroad 
in Thailand? I really enjoyed the experiential VJ learning aspect We would be learning global 
wanning while looking at coral that had become 

~ bleached because of the rising temperature of 

><
~ the ocean due to global warming. 

What would be your advice 10 underclassmell? 
The sooner you figure out what you are 

~ interested in, the better. While there is no rush, 
1 it allows you to explore more opportunities in 
~ that area. Join a student organization, tty service 
~ learning, or become involved in the community 
~ outside the college. 

What has been the best part about Kforyou? And the 
worst? The appreciated effort of my professors, the CCD. 
and my friends. All have helped me grow through service 
learning. internships, and student organizations. I wish 
the quancrs were longer than 10 weeks. It would give me 
more time to breathe. 

If. 7,al are your plans after graduation? I plan to look for 
a Job between K and grad schooL I plan on waiting a few 
years to be able to explore the various programs that are 
available. Right now I am thinking environmental policy 
or s~1ainable development I'm not sure where I want to 
go - maybe University of Michigan or Indiana. 

-Alexa Lil/dsay K'08 
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Student Commission Struggles, Administration Gets Involved 
Continued from page 1 some poor judgment on the 

commissioners' end. 
The''HearBothSides''meeting "I think that a lot of mistakes 

turned into a routine student forum were made, but I think it was all 
and Dietz sent an e-mail saying done with the best intentions," said 
discussion of the recall election Beers. 
would not be tolerated, according "I'm calling this meeting to 
to Boyce. order at 9:08," said Humphries 

Behind the scenes, a number of last Monday, at StuComm's first 
issues clouded the recall election. meeting of winter quarter. 

Humphries' father traveled Throughout her years at K, 
to Kalamazoo to support her. As she spearheaded a campaign to 
an attorney, he saw discrepancies save the Education Department, 
in the StuComm constitution. played an active part in preventing 
First, the constitution outlined two an Environmental Protection 
processes for removing an official. Agency action, and participated 
One process was called a "removal" in service-learning. Currently, in 
process and the other a "recall" addition to leading StuComm, she 
process. Commissioners chose to leads Kalamazoo's chapter of The 
follow the "recall" process because Roosevelt Institute. 
it was more democratic. The recall The meeting began with 
process required ten percent of the Humphries making a motion to 
student body to sign a petition to put install Amber Whittington to a 
the recall ofanofficial to an election. committee. As she tried to pass 
Then, a majority of students would the resolution, officially giving 
need to vote for Hwnphries' recall Whittington the position, Lauren 
to force her to step down. Migliore stepped in. 

Secondly, various students and "You need two-thirds vote to 
faculty expressed concerns about pass that," Migliore said. 
the timing of the recall. Because the Humphries stopped, and I 
student body was generally focused wondered if! would see an example 
on finals, less attention could be of her alleged abrasive leadership 
given to learning the facts behind . style. 
the grievances, said Hwnphries. "You're right," she nodded 

"Technically," she said, "the Then she called for a vote. 
academic quarter was over." 

Eric Beers K'08 acknowledged 
The recall issue dominated the 

rest of the meeting. Dean Westfall 

spoke to the commissioners. 
She discussed the reasons 

the administration stepped in 
to postpone the recall process 
in December. She said that the 
process outlined in the constitution 
was "neither fair nor due." A few 
commissioners asked her how the 
same administration that approved 
their constitution could also declare 
it null and void. Not one single 
grievance on the lengthy petition 
circulated was discussed. 

She tried to reassure students 
that the administration's interference 
was uncharacteristic and necessary. 

"It is absolutely anathema to 
me that the college would become 
involved in the administration of 
student government," she said. 

Commissioners looked visibly 
upset about what they viewed as 
a usurping of their power. After 
entertaining a barrage of questions 
from students, Migliore asked how 
StuComm could be sure that the 
administration would not interfere 
in other StuComm business. 

Dean Westfall said, '1 don't 
mean to be unkind but. .. student 
governments exist because colleges 
permit them to." 

The meeting ended with a plan 
for a closed meeting to discuss the 
issues that led to the recall. 

The next day, Dean Westfall 
elaborated on the administration's 

position. She described the new 
recall process, which looked very 
similar to the one outlined in the 
constitution. Ten percent of the 
student body needs to initiate a 
recall election through a petition 
administered by an impartial body. 

Additionally, StuComm must 
hold ameeting infonning the student 
body of the issues before a petition 
circulates. Although a meeting was 
going to be held infonning students 
of the issue, the meeting was not 
initiated by StuComm but by a 
concerned student. 

"There was no responsibility 
for StuComm as an organization to 
say we want a fair process and th<It 
means we want our constituents, the 
student body, to know what's going 
on here and we want the issues to 
be aired publicly so that the whole 
community can speak to them," 
said Westfall. 

What the administration saw as 
a necessity and even a responsibility, 
many commissioners interpreted as 
overstepping. 

"You really find out a lot about 
a relationship in the tough times," 
said Zach Ebling K'08. '1t's really 
in the face of adversity that you start 
to find out a lot about how good or 
bad the relationship is or what kind 
you have." 

Ebling, who 
silent for the first 

remained 
StuComm 

meeting, vigorously opposed the 
administration's involvement. 

"It worries me as a student 
of Kalamazoo College that at our 
toughest time, that the voice of 
the student body can be called into 
question and it can be altered and 
silenced and that's one of the times 
when the students should speak 
freely," he said. 

Currently, anybody can initiate 
a recall that follows the procedure 
outlined by administrators in 
Student Development. For now, 
commissioners will not say whether 
or not they will pursue a recall, but 
are trying to unite enough to have a 
forum for students. 

Boyce feels conflicted about 
the future of StuComm. 

"I'm happy to see that people 
are being more motivated," she said. 
"We have a much more positive 
outlook on the future. I'm not 
happy because I'm still concerned 
about whether our grievances are 
going to be addressed." 

Meanwhile, Humphries 
continues to lead the struggling 
organization. 

"I'm pleased to see that we've 
finally come to a point of mediation 
and dialogue," she said. "I thought 
that would have been essential from 
the beginning and I'm kind of sad 
that we didn't do that at first but I'm 
glad we're doing it now." 

DITF Proposal Rejects New Calendar, Continues to Develop New Ideas 
By LISA PHILLIPS 
News Erutor 

The K College Quarter system will 
stay intact for now, as the Distinctive 
Initiative Task Force (DITF) has removed 
the calendar swi$ch from its proposal. 

Winter break brought many changes 
for the DITF, whose goal is to provide a 
new academic direction for the college. 

Over break, the committee met twice to 
discuss input from faculty about the onginal 
proposal. which it introduced during full 
quarter. A new document is currently 10 the 
works. It includes vast changes stemmmg 
from the ongoing dialogue. 

The mo.t significant development 

resulting from the conversation concerns a 
switch from the quarter system 

"The switch from quarters to a 4-1214-12 
calendar is not going to happen." said DITF 
committee member Paul Sotherland 

However, the DITF will continue to 
consider other options to improve the academic 
calendar, such as shifting the class schedulc by 
starting earlier or splitting winter quarter. 

"There is still a genuine interest in 
t.1king a good, bard look at the caIL-ndar," !<aid 
Sotherland. 

Other parts of the proposal remained 
intact, mcluding the switch from academic 
units to credits. This will almost certainly 
be part of the new propo!<al as it will allow 

students to earn credits for labs and Service 
Learning. 

TheInterdisciplinary Minor, incorporating 
several different areas of study. is likely to 
become an option. A Global Studies minor is 
also being considered. 

Theremaybeathree-seminarrequirement, 
with a new seminar for sopbomore or 
juruOIli aimed at promottng intemational and 
intercultural undcr.;tanding. 

The proposed open curriculum. which 
would decrease graduation requirements 
for incoming studenl~. is still up tor debate. 
Possible solutions include requiring two 
courses in each area of discipline, creating 
more flexible reqUlTelJlents. or leavrng the 

current system unchanged. 
The cOmmittee deemed the first

year bridges mcluded in the original 
report unfeasible because of monetary 
concerns. The DlTF will continue to look at 
implementing other programs for incoming 
first-years. 

The committee is in the process of 
draftmg a new report, which should be 
available around 4" week this quarter. The 
fuculty WIll vote on the report dunng 6" 
week. 

"We look at the vote as a commitment 
for future work," !<aid Sotherland. 

The committee will likely present the 
plan to trustees in March. 
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COVNSELINc; CO~NE~: EASIN~ YOU~ ANXIETY 
By DR. PAT PONTO 
Director of Counseling 

For the first time, anxiety replaced 
depression and relationship difficulties 
as the number one reason students came 
to the Counseling Center in the fall. We 
as a staff are trying to understand why 
anxiety is so prevalent now. We know that 
seniors are often very anxious about their 
SIPS and their lives after K.; first-year 
students tend to be anxious about the huge 
adj ustment they are making (leaving home, 
meeting academic challenges, making 
new friends, caring for themselves 24m; 
and sophomores tcnd to be anxious about 
finding the "right" major and choosing a 
good fit for Study Abroad. 

- except that anxiety in general is increasing 
for college students. 

A report in June 2007 from the Anxiety 
Disorders Association of America suggests 
that more college students are reporting 
anxiety as their primary concern and that few 
counseling centers are well equipped to deal 
with this issue. They also note that anxiety 
disorders are the "most cornmon mental 
disorders to occur during childhood and 
adolescence" and that 75 percent of people 
with an anxiety disorder will experience 
symptoms before they are 22 years old. 

and may show physical symptoms like tense 
muscles, nausea, diarrhea, headache, heart 
palpitations, and sweating. 

certainly exacerbates anxiety (the more 
stress one experiences, the more likely 
one is to feel anxious). 

Anxiety is differentiated from fear in 
that fear is usually focused on a particular 
knOwn situation. Anxiety tends to be more 
diffuse and vague; students sometimes 
report being anxious about "losing control" 
or having an uneasy sense thaI "something 
bad will happen." Because it is diffuse, 
anxiety is usually difficult to pin down and 
understand. 

Stress and anxiety interact with 
each other a great deal, but stress usually 
involves a number of responses, one of 
which is anxiety. As with fear, it is usually 
easier to name what is causing stress than 
to pinpoint the source of anxiety. 

Beyond that, we don't know much yet 

A common definition of anxiety is 
distress or uneasiness of mind caused by fear 
of danger or misfortune. Anxious students 
report feeling apprehensive and worried 
(often without knowing why specifically) 

Anxiety is also somewhat different 
from stress. which was the topic for our 
Counseling Comer articles in the fall. Stress 
is defined as the response to an external 
stressor (usually a person or situation). Stress 
often includes anxious feelings and, in turn, 

Although many Counseling Centers 
do not have an expert on anxiety, we are 
fortunate at K to have Dr. Alan Hill, who 
has thoroughly studied anxiety disorders 
and worked extensively with people 
who are suffering from anxiety. He will 
take over this quarter as the writer of 
Counseling Comer - please check the 
Index next week for his first article! 

Mural Remains Through Renovations 
By ALEX MORGAN 
Staff Writer 

Students entered Old Welles 
Hall last Monday to investigate the 
new cafeteria and found one piece 
of decor had outlived the renovation. 
'The Bridge of Life" mural has 
overlooked the room for over 60 
yean; and remains untouched by 
construction. 

Director of Facilities 
Management Paul Manstrom said 
the mural goes swprisingly well with 
the recent renovation. 

"It adds character to the room 
and makes it more than an update," 
he said 

In 1940, the college asked artist 
Philip Evergood to visit campus and 
start planning the mural by means 
of a grant from the New York-based 
Carnegie Foundation. This allowed 
students to associate with an artist 
and aid in the creation of the mural. 

Two yean; later, on May 
31, 1942, Evergood unveiled his 
creation. 66 yean; later, the mural 
still stands on the east wall of Old 
Welles Hall and is about forty by 
fifteen feet 

During planning stages, 
Evergood traveled the Kalamazoo 

the end, Evergood sketched the mural 
to represent the relationship between 
the Kalamazoo College community 
and the surrounding area. 

The left side of the painting 
represents the working day, 
Manstrom said, and particularly 
emphasizes the old paper mills of 
Kalamazoo. The right side represents 
Kalamazoo College. The "climax" 
of the mural is in the center, where 
several miners extend their welcome 
to Kalamazoo students. 

Despite some critics' assertions 
that the Kalamazoo College 
community did not appreciate the 
mural, the college decided to restore 
it in the late 1990s. 

'The restoration brought back 
color and life to the mural," said 
Manstrom 'They were up there 

with Q-tips for about three to four 
weeks." 

The Hicks renovation involved 
major changes to the Old Welles 
Hall ceiling and the main lobby. To 
preserve the mural, workers had to 
frame, suspend, and cover it. 

The preservation process also 
required special wrapping to allow 
moisture out to prevent the growth 
of mildew, and pegboard to protect 
the mural from the construction. 
Also, workers had to stabilize the 
east wall. 

The measures taken to preserve 
the mural were worth it according to 
Manstrom 

"I am elated that we were able 
to save it," he said. "It was one of 
my major concerns going into the 
renovation process." 

area with students to gather ideas. In "The Bridge of Life" remains a focal point of Old Welles Hall. 

A New Dining Experience 
Continued from page 1 

with the new space's potential 
for increased integration. 

"It's easier for students to 
inter-mix now," said Randy 
Rzeznik K '08. "There isn't 
as much segregation as there 
used to be, which is a nice 
change." 

Ryan Case K'09 said he 
likes the new set-up. 

"You don't have to walk 
nearly as far to get the stuff 
you want," he said. 

K's catering manager, 
Cindy Flickinger, agreed. 

"It's better organized 
and will make food service 
much more efficient," she 
said. "We're looking at a 
huge improvement for both 
the students and the food 
servers." 

While this may be true, 
some students have mixed 
feelings regarding the new 
cafeteria. 

"I'm not a huge fan of the 
new seating," said Brandon 
Luzcak K '10, seated at 
two small tables that had 

been pushed together to 
accommodate several people. 
"All of the big tables are in 
the back room, so it can be 
a pain when you want to eat 
with more than four people." 

Some students questioned 
the placement of funding 
throughout the renovation. 

"They should have spent 
less money on the new caf and 
more on the food quality," 
said Luzcak. 

Kerney, who plays 
soccer at K, also 0 ffered a 
suggestion. 

"I like the changes," he 
said. "But I would rather 
have a new locker room." 

Flickinger assures 
skeptics that, once 
adjusted to the cafeteria's 
transformation, people will 
more fully appreciate the 
benefits and improvements 
that the new cafeteria has to 
offer. 

"Once they get used to 
the new layout and figure out 
where everything is, people 
are just going to love it," she 
said. 
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Why Are You Still Here? K Alumni Come Back to Campus 
By KATIE HARLOW 
StaffWtiter 

In between graduating 
from K with the class of 1987 
and returning as a professor of 
history in 2002, Dr. Charlene 
Boyer Lewis spent some time in 
a swamp. That is, after receiving 
her Ph.D. in American History 
from the University of Virginia, 
she began her teaching career. 

"My first teaching job was at 
Southeastern Louisiana, which is 
in a swamp, literally," she said. 

Dr. Boyer Lewis' 
experiences at K inspired her to 
enter the world of academia. 

"[ never would have 
predicted I was coming back 
here. I never once thought, 
'Oh, I'm sure I can go back and 
teach at Kalamazoo College,'" 
she said. "The academic job 
profession just doesn't work like 
that." 

Despite having no intentions 
of returning to K, Dr. Boyer 
Lewis did know she wanted 
to teach at a small liberal arts 
school. Coming back to K, then, 
was a perfect fit. Fitting in as an 
equal with her former professors 
was also an easy transition. 

she's noticed differences in is 
the amount of students' political 
involvement. 

"The students [now] are a 
lot less politically engaged. We 
had an enormous number of 
students involved in Amnesty 
International," she said. "I 
remember protesting when the 
FBI came to recruit. .. I don't see 
anybody doing [things like] that 
anymore." 

She has also noticed a 
change in students' attitude 
about their workloads. 

development, juniors 
were off on study 
abroad, and seniors 
were off campus for 
a quarter to complete 
their SIPs. 

"[Students] 
are probably more 
connected across 
classes than we were. 
I remember when I 
didn't go on study 
abroad, I didn't know 
anybody because I only 
knew all these juniors, 
so I had to start to get 
to know sophomores," 
she said. 

Dr. Boyer Lewis 
"There are probably two 

people who really made me think 
I could become a professor. One 
was Billie Fischer and one was 
Marigene Arnold," she said. 
"Watching people model how to 
be an incredible professor made 
it clear that that's what I wanted 
to do." 

"They were so wonderful; 
they treated me as a colleague 
right from the beginning. The 
hardest thing was calling them 
by their first names," she said. 
"In a way, I think it helped, 
because you have these people 
who really want you to do well 
because they've known you and 
they know who you are." 

"We were just as tense, just 
as stressed out. When everybody 
acts like that's something new, 
it's not. This has always been 
a demanding place," she said. 
"There's a culture here of being 
stressed, instead of just an 
acceptance of being stressed, 
and that's different." 

advises K's current Charlene Boyer Lewis K'87 
students to slow down 
a bit. 

Dr, Boyer Lewis returned to 
K after teaching at two different 
universities. 

Since her return, Dr. Boyer 
Lewis has noticed a few important 
changes on campus. One issue 

Finally, she noted that 
students are on campus more 
now than when she was a student. 
Sophomores were typically 
gone for a quarter for career 

"A lot of you think you're 
supposed to be making all 
the connections and getting 
everything you're supposed to 
be getting out of college right 
now, by the time you graduate. 
Don't think you have to do that," 

she said. "You can make all of 
the connections and have it all 
make sense as you start thinking 
about it and seeing the way the 
liberal arts learning you did here 
is helping you in all of these 
other places." 

Chapel Ghat: Focusing on Your Roots This Winter 
By MARY ELLEN ASHCROFT 
Chaplain 

So it's winter quarter. Winter quarter 
begins and ends in winter. The weather is 
bleak; the sky seems dim. TIlls could be 
depressing. 

The trees on the quad look dead, but we 
know there's plenty going on down in their 
roots. They're busy working way below 
the surface creating a radical stability that 
will enable a burst ofleaves this spring. 

[ believe that the best way to cope with 
winter is to focus on your roots; to embrace 
the quiet and darkness of the season and 
to seize the opportunity to go deeper, to 
consciously pull down into your self, 
asking questions about what really matters 
and who you reall yare. 

One of the best ways to nurture your 
roots is by joining a small group, one in 
which you can be yourself and talk about 
some of the deeper issues that really matter. 
It's way too easy in college to be visible 

only on the surface, skimming from class 
to activity to class to party to class .. .. 

Here are some of the groups that the 
chapel program offers as opportunities for 
you to reach deep. 

Spirituality Groups: These groups are 
especially intended to offer some quiet, 
in addition to discussion and the chance 
to share a part of your life. These groups 
ask that its members try to come to most 
meetings. Women's spirituality groups 
meet Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday nights. There is a women's group 
for seniors only on Wednesday nights, and 
another group for staff/faculty women only 
on Thursday during lunch. A men's group 
will soon be meeting weekly, as will a co
ed group. 

Special Groups: A number of groups 
meet more casually: you can drop in if 
you can make it but you don't have to 
commit. These groups include Sexuality 
and Spirituality (Tuesday common time), 

Doubters Discussion (Tuesday common 
time), Wilderness Spirituality (specific 
times announced), Yoga night (Wednesdays 
7:30-8:30), and Knit Night (Wednesdays at 
6:30 PM). 

Faith Groups: In addition, different 
faith groups meet and welcome folks 
from that tradition or those who are just 
getting interested. Faith groups meet in the 
Cavern at the following times: The Jewish 
Student Organization (Thursdays, 8 PM), 
Muslim Student Association (Wednesdays, 
5 PM), Hindu Student Organization 
(Wednesdays, 7 PM), Buddhist Student 
Organization (Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
9 PM), InterVarsity Christian Fellowship 
(Thursdays, 8 PM), Catholic Noonday 
prayers (Thursdays, 12-1 PM), and 
Christian Meditation (Tuesdays 2:30-3:30 
PM). 

One day events: If you don't feel able 
to commit to an ongoing group, there are 
a number of other options for you to set 

aside some time to ponder. These include a 
Bread Baking Retreat for First Years (Feb. 
17th), A Snow-Shoeing, Cross Country Ski 
Venture (March 2""), a Sophomore 70's 
party (Feb. 13 th

), An Inter-Denomination 
Ash Wednesday Service (Feb. 6"'), and a 
two-part Dream Workshop, Feb. 7'" and 
Feb. 28 th). 

Open cavern: The cavern spaces are 
open with tea, cookies, candles, Kleenex 
and quiet. Come and BE. Just chat. Or play 
board games. 

At our Student Chaplain Retreat we 
discussed ways we have found to not only 
survive, but to thrive during college in 
general and winter in particular. The small 
groups, the sharing, the taking time to go to 
your roots, these are all opportunities you 
have here at K. If you're interested in one 
of these groups, please contact Mary Ellen 
Ashcroft or Ashley Loyd. 

Give yourself the gift of time to deepen 
and to be with others this winter. 
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Music in Review: TJ's Top Tunes of 2007 
By TJ KOSINSKI 
Layout EditorlStaffWriter 

5. The Nationa l - Boxer 

Digging deeper into the stark musical 
landscape that the band's 2005 sleeper hit, 
Alligator, pioneered, The National's most 
recent body of work continues to transcend 
into rninirnalist, muted darkness. Lead 
singer Matt Berninger's soulful croak tells of 
mownful American life and his band makes 
nearly every song an intense slow burn. The 
album begins with the absolutely crushing 
"Fake Empire," but closes with the rainy 
optimism of "Gospel." The band's sorrowful 
sound strikes for the heart. "You get mistaken 
for strangers by your own friendslwhen you 
pass them at night under the silvery, silvery 
Citibank. lights/arm in arm in arm and eyes 
and eyes glazing under/oh you wouldn't want 
an angel watching over/surprise, surprise they 
wouldn't wanna watch," Beminger sings. 
It's that biting honesty that makes this album 
resonate even after just one listen. 

4. LCD Soundsystem - Sound of Silver 

There's no doubt that James Murphy's 
debut album was an amazing dance record. 
Given that fact, most everyone expected LCD 
Soundsystem's sophomore effort to up the 
ante in terms of beats, rhythm, and pop, but 
no one quite expected the emotional weight of 
Murphy's songwriting. It's clear that matwity 
has deepened LCD Soundsystem's dance 
music, but it's still a dance record, and the 
musician's electronic sound has become bolder 
with age. Songs such as "Get Innocuous!" and 
"Watch the Tapes" prove that Murphy can still 
put out the toe-tappers, but songs like "All of 
My Friends" and the devastating "Someone 
Great" truly showcase Murphy's growth as a 
musician. This album proves that some things 
do get better with age. 

3. Okkervil River - The Stage Names 

"It's Just a life storyl so there's no climax! 
No more new territory/ so pull away the 
IMAX," lead singer Will Sheff sings on album 
opener "Our Life Is Not a Movie or Maybe." 
A concept record of sorts that strives to break 
down the fourth wall between artist and 
listener, The Stage Names is full of irony and 
self-reference. In an attempt to partake in the 

theatrical antics of the stage, Okkervil River 
often shifts between exuberance (''Unless 
It Kicks") and melancholy honesty ('Title 
Track''). What benefits Sheff's sharp lyrics 
most is the way they intertwine themselves 
with the band's often catchy songs. Sheff's 
vocals both highlight and are reinforced by 
the music of every song; the album contains 
perfect song craftsmanship. Not only that, but 
the transition of "John Allyn Smith Sails" 
into an emotional cover of "Sloop John B," is 
simply an amazing way to close a record. 

2. Battles - Mirrored 

By track two of MilTOred, it's clear that 
Battles is bringing something new to the table. 
The song "Atlas" is a perfect example of the 
half-human, haIf-computer hybrid solmd 
of Battles. The mostly instrumental band is 
able to inject excitement, drama, and humor 
(human emotion) into barrages of detailed 
loops, samples, beats, and riffs. What makes 
Battles so interesting for the listener is trying 
to discern just how the band makes the sounds 
it makes while the sheer awesomeness of those 
very sounds overtakes you. John Stainer's 
acute drumming is at the center point; his near 
machine-like rhythm holds together the myriad 
arpeggios, note syncopation, and catchy 
riffs of the three other band members. Each 
song seems to operate on the same pattem: 
establish a complex musical sequence, repeat, 
add an intricate arrangement, repeat, then tear 

the whole song down, transforming it into an 
entirely new musical sequence. Not only is the 
record musically impressive, but it only gets 
better the more you listen. It's easy to find 
yourself getting even more excited the second 
or third "time around when you know what 
pervasive drum beat or guitar pattern is going 
to uproot the carefully packaged repetition that 
has hooked you for the past two minutes. 

1. Radiohead - In Rainbows 

Radiohead's III Rainbows was perhaps 
the most hyped album of the year, but with the 
first few seconds of "IS Step," it's clear that 
it delivers. Free from the contract of record 
labels, Radiohead chose to record and produce 
its latest album entirely on its own. Better yet, 
when the album was released in its initial 
form (via digital download from the band's 
website), not only could listeners name their 

own price, but for the first time in what seems 
like a long while, everyone around the world 
gained access to the musi~ at the same time. 
There were no advanced leaks or promotional 
copies. That is, when downloading of the 
record began and you could listen to it for the 
first time, so could everyone else, including 
critics, musicians, and fans. It's then clear that 
a big part of In Rainbow's greatness was its 
experience. However, that experience would 
be nothing without the music. In fact, the music 
deserved it. The sound of the record harkens 
back to Ok Computer-era Radiohead, as the 
band forgoes the more electronic elements 
seen on Kid A. Simply put, Radiohead 
embraces rock. While expressing a revisiting 
of the Ok Computer-era, II/Rainbows is hardly 
a repetition of any of those concepts. Forgoing 
its oft-mentioned complexity, Radiohead, for 
the first time in a while, sounds musically 
user-friendly, though front-man Thorn Yorke 

retains his wicked cynicism. On In Rainbows, 
Radiohead embraces guitar -driven melody 
and, in doing so, is wonderfully refreshing. 

Released in October 2007, TJ's num
ber one album of the year. 

SKWIRRELS By JAMES SPICA 

"THE JOYS OF A SCHOOL CAMPVS-ONE CAN ALWAYS FINO 
SOMETHIN6 GOOO, .. 
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Y/~y, Y/ Oi.U Wa.S 
YOUI' Breaf? 
A look at ho '~mc K students spent their winter break. By Sara Whalen, Art Editor 

Carlos Subici, visitingintem~tional student, went to New 
Zealand for break. He and a mend from Spain are Stand· 
ing next to me endangered Kauri tree. 

Anna traveled to Danco Island (Righ[) off the coast 
of me main continent while doing her project in Am
arcdca. 

Sam Lewis K'IO took a family vaca
tion to Spain. She visited Girona 
(Left). Right is a picture of Antonio 
Gaud;'s home outside of Barcelona. 
Center is a picture of an alley way in 
Barcelona. 

7 

Anna Williams K '10 went [0 me Arctic Peninsula over break to make land
ings. Her first cominentallanding (left) was at Neko Bay. 
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Ted's'Thoughts: "The NFL Playoffs Already Lost My Interest. .. " 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 

SportS Editor 

Okay, maybe that came across a bit strong. My 
team is out. My vastly overrated Indianapolis Colts 
finally let their flaws catch up with them and lost to 
the San Diego Chargers, further ruining my Sunday 
at work. 

With the game coming down to the final minutes 
(twice), I had hope that Peyton Manlllng and the 
Colts would pull it out. But they didn't. So now I'm 
stuck listening to the godliness of Brett Favre and 
the unstoppable offense of the Patriots. Gag. 

Don't get me wrong, I can appreciate the skills 
of these most popular storylines of the playoffs 
(save for Terrell Owens crying). I just don't like 
them. 

Watching a Green Bay Packers telecast is 
almost like watching a coronation; even when 
Favre throws the most horrible of interceptions, the 
commentators nearly trip over themselves to bow 
before him. They call him a gunslinger; I call him 
erratic. 

for Grandpa Brett) Packers pulling out an upset. 
That's to say if the Packers get past the New York 

Giants, which could finally be called a football team 
this late in the season. Regardless', it does not really 
matter who the Patriots 
play, because it is 
almost not fair. Do not 
even get me started on 
Tom Brady. 

I wish I could find 
more interest in the 
rest of the playoffs. 
However, it seems 
that the record book is 
already written. 

I would love to be 
proven wrong. It IS not 
a bold statement by 
any means to say the 
Patriots will win the 
whole thing. 

We have seen 
crazy outcomes; the 
Tigers losing the World 
Series to the wild card 

last year's BCS. 
I just hope someone can keep this interesting. 

Otherwise I will have to focus on college basketball 
for the next few weeks. 

Even with Favre playing the best he has in 
nearly a decade, his resurgent year is also during 
the year that the New England Patriots completely 
stomped on the competition. So I just can't see the 
injury-depleted Chargers or the youthful (except 

Cardinals and even the Pho[O/signonsandiego.com 
Boise State classic of The San Diego Chargers take victory over the Indianapolis Colts in NFL matchup. 

TED'S BRIEFS Kandice Keen, 
and Danielle 
Williams. 

By TED MAGDZINSKI 
Sports Editor 

Swim Teams Drops U. of Chicago 
Dual Meet 

The Kalamazoo swim teams have 
had better meets than the Chicago 
dual meet, and will likely have better 
ones in the future. The men's team 
(3-2) fell 153-131, while the women's 
team (1-4) lost 175-108. 

Sophomore Paul Ellis won the 100 
backstroke and the 200 backstroke, 
while freshman Brian Bazzell pulled 
out victories in the 50 freestyle and 
the 100 freestyle 

The Hornets won 12 events overall, 
including both men's and women's 
200 freestyle relay. The women's relay 
team consisted of sophomore Kelsey 
Breck and freshmen Sarah Jenzen, 

The winning 
men's relay squad boasted Bazzell, 
EllIs, sophomore David Greiner, and 
freshman Craig Fleming. 

The teams swim next at the Hope 
Quad Meet this Saturday, Jan. 19. 

Women s Hoops Loses Sloppy Game to 
Brits 

Last SaTUrday one of the top teams 
in the MlAA overtook the Kalamazoo 
women's basketball team (4-9, 1-4 
MlAA) 55-71. 

Albion College and Kalamazoo 
committed a combined 50 TUrnovers. 
which Albion was able to overcome in 
the victory. 

Kalamazoo was unable to put 
together a string of wins this season, 
after winning their most recent home 
game agamst Oberlin College. 

In Saturday's match-up, freshman 

Courtney Kaplan led the team with 15 
points on 6-of-13 shooting. 

The Hornets lost the face-off on the 
boards, getting out-rebounded 41-26. 
The Brits held Kalamazoo to 41 percent 
shooting from the field, with their 
lowest-scoring effort in four games. 

Kalamazoo takes the court next 
this SaTUrday Jan. 19 at Saint Mary's 
College. 

Men s Basketball Stomps Out Albion 

The Kalamazoo College men's 
basketball team (5-7, 2-0 MIAA) won 
their fifth game in a row to bring them 
two games closer to a .500 record. After 
a rough start to the season, the Hornets 
have picked up the pace, and picked up 
their first two wins in the MIAA. 

Over 800 fans came to the January 
12 home game that saw the Hornets 
storm back in the second half to beat 
Albion College 94-82. 

"We came out with a strong start 
to the game," said senior Mat Kellogg. 

"We knew we needed to set the tone 
for the second half and come out just 
as fast." 

All five starters scored in double 
figures. Senior Pat Clancy led all 
scorers with 24 points, including six 
three pointers. 

Senior Matt Wagner also put 
together a solid game, netting 14 points 
on 10-for-12 free-throw shooting. He 
picked up nine rebounds to lead all 
players. 

As a team, Kalamazoo went 28-
for-35 from the stripe and shot over 
52 percent from the field. The defense 
held strong, forcing the Brits bench 
to contribute, as their starters only 
averaged 24 minutes on the floor. 

"We just played really well as a 
team," said Kellogg. "That allowed 
more of us to get open and score even 
nlore." 

The Hornets enter the heart of 
their MlAA schedule this Saturday 
with a home game against Tri-State 
University. 
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Everyone Welcome 
College 

JANUARY 24, 2008 
in Hindu Student 
Organization 

Est. lSi? See story on page 3. 

"Studying" Study Abroad: What's Hot and What's Not? 
A look at the popularity of K s international programs 
By ALLISON DEJONGHE 
Staff Writer 

It's that time of the 
year again-when hoards 
of sophomores turn in their 
study abroad applications and 
wait for the critical decision. 
They no longer have to answer 
questions about challenges 
overcome, or wbat sides of 
the street cars drive on in their 
country of choice. 

Accompanying the usual 
sense· of relief after turning in 
an application, there is also a 
sense of mystery. 

Besides tbe normal, 
"Will I get in?" students ask 
themselves questions such as, 
"What programs filled this 
year?" and "How competitive 
was my program?" 

So what exactly are the 
most popular and competitive 
programs for 2008-2009 at 
Kalamazoo? 

Australia, Scotland, Italy, 
and India top the list, according 
to Margaret Wiedenhoeft, 
Associate Director for the 
Center for International 
Programs. 

"These programs have all 
received more applications 

than spots available," said 
Wiedenhoeft. 

According to CIP records, 
students bave always shown 
a very strong interest in these 
programs. 

"Many students come 
back very excited from these 
programs," says Wiedenhoeft. 

Besides rave reviews from 
past students, the Perth program 
in Australia is one of tbe few 
programs that allows science 
majors to take necessary 
courses while abroad. Likewise, 
the Rome program caters to 
Classics and Art majors. 

The Kalamazoo program 
with the least number of 
applicants this year was Hong 
Kong, which has sent only one 
student in the last three years. 

The CIP uses sophomore 
interest forms to try to predict 
which programs are popular 
each year. 

They also send out emails 
to students alerting them if 
more applications than spots 
available have been picked up 
for their program so tbat they 
can plan ahead. 

"Nothing comes as a 
surprise to students," said 

Wiedenhoeft. 
While the elP states that 

all Kalamazoo programs have 
consistent enrollment, tbe most 
popular programs vary from 
year to year. 

"Thailand and Ecuador 
were really popular my year 
and it was also the first year 
the Kenya program filled," said 
Kelly Macomber K'08. 

Amanda Kanter K'09 
recalled Spain, Costa Rica, and 
Ecuador being very competitive 
last year. 

For the three-month study 
abroad programs at Kalamazoo, 
the Madrid program had more 
applicants than spots available 
this year. 

Also, the Trinidad program 
filled for the first time. 

"Interest for the three-
month Strasbourg, France 
program has waned the 
last couple of years," said 
Wiedenhoeft. Tbis year the 
program has four participants. 

The eIP will host a new 
program for the study abroad 
students this year. There will 
be a reception to congratulate 
all admitted students for 2008-
2009 on March 14th. 

Campus honors MLK Jr. 
Grace Lee Boggs, others speak 
By JILLIAN MCLAUGHLIN 
Features Editor 

January 21, 2008 marked 
the twenty-second celebration 
of Martin Luther Kmg Jr. Day 
at Kalarnazoo College. K 
participated in several activities to 
commemorate Dr. King, including 
Grace Lee Boggs' visit to campus, 
last Friday's Jama, a convocation 
ceremony on Monday, and a 
march through Kalamazoo 
Monday afternoon. 

At the convocation 
ceremony, students and 
community members filled 
the chapel. 

Dean Karen Joshua-Watbel 
spoke first at the convocation, 
reading a piece she had prepared 
called "The Side Effects." Sbe 
compared the side effects of 
medication to opposition or 
struggles that will oceur as a result 
of standing up for justice and truth. 
For Dr. King, the medication was 
his morality, and the side effects 
were jail, beatings, and eventually, 
death. 

Following Dean Joshua
Watbel, the Martin Luther King 
Community Choir sang a tribute 
to Dr. King unaceompanied and 
the winner of the essay contest 
was announced: Matthew Cooper 
K'08. 

Next, the keynote speaker Dr. 
Eileen Wtlson-OyeI.aran. president 
of Kalamazoo College, spoke. 

"We want our graduates to be 
at borne in the world and we also 
want them to be the change they 
want to see in the worId." said 
Wilson-Oyelaran. 

She pmposed a class on Dr. 
King's life and works to foster an 
appreciation and understanding 
of him as a person. She suggested 
such a class could result from 
a col\aboration WIth Western 
Michigan University and the 

. cOIDIilunity. 
''By recogrnzing Dr. King's 

htim'ariity, his moments of 
despair, his mistakes as well as his 
phenomenal accomplishments, we 
might be able to see ourselves as 
leaders," she said 

Wtlson-Oyelaran's speecbes 
earned applause throughout and 
laughter following a dead-on 
Lyndon Johnson impression. She 
ended her speech WIth a call for a 
revolution in values, a revolution 
Kmg spoke of not long before he 
died 

Wtlson-Dyelaran urged a 
simpler lifestyle, quoting Grace 
Lee Boggs, "To live simply so that 
others may simply live." Her plea 
echoed her earlier comments this 
year after signing a commitment 
to make Kalamazoo College a 
carbon-neutral campus. 

She reminded the audience 
that change is not easy, stating, 
"King's last words aren't a bunch 
of feel-good quotes." 
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~ 

Name: Holly Gillis 

Year: Junior 

U Major: Chemistry 

Study Abroad Site: 
Curtin Uruversity of 
Technology: Perth, 
Australia 

Z 
~ 
L...... Interesting classes you 
~z took: History ofWestemAustralia & Indigenous 

Health and Culture 

~ How was your time abroad? I had a really good 

~ 
time. It teaches you how to deal WIth things on 
your own without your usual support group 

~ (fiiends and family). It throws you out on your 
~ own, but is good foryou. 

e What did you like most about being abroad? The 
fiiends I made and my ICRP. My fiiends I met 
were from a university in North Carolina. We 

U traveled together all through out Australia, went 
out 34 nights a week together, and experienced 

~ all the sites Australia has to offer. For my ICRP 1 
~ piloted a program in a free clinic in a low income 

suburb, of which the populallon IS mainly 
aboriginal. I met with the patients before they 

V) met with the doctors to discuss changes that could 
r-. be made to decrease blood pressure, nnprove 
~ weight and nutrition, along with infonning them 
~ of early warning signs ofbreast, ovarian, cetvical >< and uterine cancers. 

r T 1 How was it coming back home to the stotes? I 
~ was pretty ready to come home. My fiiends 

1 from North Carolina had already left 5 weeks 
~ prior since the program was over and I was 
~ still working on my ICRP. Plus I was ready for 
~ Christmas and to see my fumily. 

Wen1 then1 any cultural changes you noticed? When I 
called my parents I told them I wanted them to bring me 
Taco Bell. The burrito was so huge compared to Australian 
portions. It was also odd getting use to driving again and 
making it to my destination in 1 18th of the time since I was 
no longer dependent on public transportation. I had also 
cut down on my consumption i.e. only doing 2 loads of 
laundry every 1.5 weeks instead of3 or 4. I also became 
better at budgeting. 

Will yOI/ be going back to Allstralia? Definitely. I am nol 
liking the cold weather we are having right now. It did not 
get below 60 while I was in Australia 

-Alexa Lindsay K '08 
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Escaping the Winter Blues 
By HANNAH HOLMES-ROBBINS 
S-- trTv, . of Academy and Stadium streets. 
= wnter 5. Attend the PAKZOO poetry 

Already tired of winter? Looking for slam and open mic night at Papa Pete's 
fun ways to beat the boredom and escape on South Burdick every Monday 
from stress, or just to warm up? Look no through the end of March from 8:00-
further - here is a list of activities that 10:00 PM. 
will help you enjoy winter! 

I. Make some new winter gear for 
yourself during the Cavern's weekly 
Knitting Night, every Wednesday at 6:30 
PM. Bring your own materials or use 
theirs. 

2. Catch up on any movies you may 
have missed over break at the Kalamazoo 
10 theater off of West Main Street, which 
shows slightly older movies at discounted 
rates. 

3. The hill by the football field is a 
great place for sledding! 

4. Get off campus and warm up with 
a hot chocolate by the fire at Dino's, the 
newly renovated coffee shop on the comer 

6. Build a snowman on our very 
own quad! 

7. Go skiing at Timber Ridge or 
Bittersweet Ski Areas. 

8. VISit Echo Valley Resort for 
a variety of fun winter activities, 
including ice skating and tobogganing 
on their 60 mph toboggan run. 

9. On January 29 at 12: 15 PM the 
Kalamazoo lnstitute of Art presents a 
(free!) two-part documentary on the 
life of AI Hirschfield, the popular 
caricature artist who spent his life 
depicting various Broadway and New 
York celebrities. 

10. Warm up and relax in the 
sauna in Anderson Athletic Center! 
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"Bottled Water Jam" Raises Awareness 
By TONI SKALICAN 
Staff Writer 

A collaboration of environmentally 
conscious K students organized January ITs 
"Bottled Water Jam," featuring an effort for 
campus-wide policy change and a speech by 
environmental attorney Jim Olsen, complete 
with great entertainment from Earthwork 
Music Artists. 

Aubrey ParkerK'08andJennaHertzK' 10 
organized the event, with help from EnvOrg, 
the Energy Group, and the Sustainability and 
Music houses. 

"It should probably be called the 'anti
Bottled Water Jam,'" admitted Hertz, President 
of EnvOrg. During the event, two petitions 
were passed among the audience. 

The first aimed to ban bottled water from 
campus. The petition intends for K water 
bottles, which sport "KaJamazoo College" 
logos, to be removed from the bookstore and 
the admission's office, where they are currently 
handed out to prospective students daily. 

Opposition to the bottled water ban may 
argue that bottled water is safer to drink than 
tap water, but this is not necessarily the case. 
In actuality, bottled water companies are 
not under the same accountability standards 
as municipal water systems, and they may 
provide water oflower quality than what one 
might receive from a tap, according to a 2004 
report from the National Resource Defense 
Council. 

The second petition, written by Aubrey 
Parker, asks Congress members to "stand up 

for Great Lakes Water." 
"The lakes have significant effect on 

North American weather patterns and contain 
20 percent of the world's freshwater source," 
read Parker's petition. It also noted that "a 
handful of corporations are using marketing 
ploys to change people's perceptions about 
water and are undermining public confidence 
in tap water," while "manipulating and 
ignoring" the concerns ofloca1 communities. 

Jim Olsen's speech touched on the intents 
of both petitions, and encouraged Michigan 
citizens' awareness of the current flaws in 
Michigan environmental policy. He began, 
"My name is Lake Ontario, and I am running 
for Senate." His name was Lake Ontario, Lake 
Huron, Lake Erie, and Lake Michigan. ''We 
the waters, want representation," he said 

Olsen has over 25 years of legal 
experience in Michigan environmental cases, 
his most recent and popular being 2005's 
"Michigan Citizens for Water Conservation 
(MCWC) v. Nestle Waters North American 
Inc." He represented the citizens, who sued 
Nestle for their extraction of water from 
Michigan's Dead Stream, a stream that feeds 
into the Great Lakes Basin. 

Although the Dead Stream may not have 
the most endearing title, it is full of wildlife, as 
part of an ancient marsh system that has been 
around since before the glacial period. Nestle 
pumped 400 gallons per minute from the 
stream, or 35 percent of the water, according 

Continued on page 5 
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Hindu Student Org Fonns, Expands 
By MARIAH FRYE 
Staff Writer 

Ninth week of fall quarter brought 
more than just stress and cold weather to K's 
campus. It also marked the birth of an idea 
the likes of which Kalamazoo College had 
never seen: a Hindu Student Organization 
(HSO). 

"It's something I'd been meaning to 
do for a while," recalls Sabin Shah K'09, 
founder of the HSO. "'Ibe idea came to me 
late one night, and something possessed me 
to send out some emails to see if there was 
any interest." 

The HSO made a promising start. 
''We had 13 people at our first meeting 

last quarter," said Shah. "The last two 
meetings have drawn between 18 and 21 
students." The group currently meets every 
Thursday in the Severn basement. 

''Typical meetings start with a few 
minutes of meditation, and then a brief 
discussion of upcoming events," Shah said. 
''We mostly spend time discussing issues of 
Hinduism that relate to us, any articles of 
interest, and questions." 

The group also created a mission 
statement, to become "a religious and 
spiritual organization aimed to increase 
knowledge and awareness of the Hindu 
religion throughout Kalamazoo College 
and the surrounding community." 

Shah believes that the idea behind 

atK. 
"Hindu philosophy is about living 

in the moment and detaching from the 
material world. The focus on oneness keeps 
me calm, and it's helped me get through 
certain things in life," he said. 

The HSO quickly built momentum; it 
currently receives financial support from 
StuComrn, the religion department, and the 
Chapel. 

"We have the funding and support 
to put on some pretty good events," said 
Shah. On February 21-, the group will host 
a Hindu night in Hoben lounge that will 
feature all-you-can-eat Indian food and 
speakers. 

Shah said that the speakers at the 
event will discuss "the basics of Hinduism, 
misconceptions, and Hindu immigrants 
who come to America." 

The HSO also plans to host a 
celebration of the Hindu festival called Holi, 
a celebration of the coming of Spring. Some 
of the traditions surrounding the holiday are 
colored water and powders. The event will 
take place on the quad at the beginning of 
spring quarter. 

Above all, though, Shah wants theHSO 
to be a group for all students at K, regardless 
of religious or ethnic backgrounds. 

"I really want to expand the group to 
all of campus," he said. "Hinduism is all 
about different paths leading to the same 

Hinduism proves especially pertinent to life thing, so everyone is welcome." 

Campus Group Seeks Support for Obama in Upcoming Presidential Race 
By JESSICA R. MAAS 
Staff Writer 

Students for Barack Obama, led by 
Alex Morgan K' II, started making phone 
calls to gauge support for Senator Obama 
in the primaries. 

The group only recently received 
student organization status, said Morgan, 
and had about 15 members at a meeting 
early first week. 

"We had a very good turnout on 
Tuesday, it was higher than I expected," 
he said. 

Students for Barack Obama was 
mitlally a grassroots organization that 
merged into a national campaign. 
Morgan started making phone calls for 

the organization last year and decided m 
November to form a group at K. After 
speaking to the Michigan coordinator of 
the organization, Morgan formed an official 
chapter on campus. 

"Initially, [ was wary because the 
organization will only be around for a year at 
the most," Morgan said. "In the end, though, 
[ talked to Brian Dietz [Director of Student 
Activities] and we deCIded it would be a 
good thing." 

The organization has one main goal: to 
help Senator Obama become President of 
the United States. 

Theduties of the student chapters involve 
calling supporters, sparking discussion, 
going door-te-door, and ultimately getting 

the senator's name out. 
Due to the repercussions involved with 

Michigan moving up its primary, though, the 
duties of K's group and others in the state 
have been restricted. 

The Michigan legislature broke national 
party rules when it voted to move the primary 
up to January 15 and, as punishment, the 
Democratic party will not be able to seat any 
delegates from Michigan and the Republican 
party will be seating 30, or half of those 
allotted. Though leaders of both parties 
are expecting the delegates to be regained 
at their conventions this summer, Barack 
Obama, John Edwards, and Bill RIchardson 
have taken their names off the ballot. 

"We're not able to really spread 

awareness in Michigan," Morgan said. 
Because of this, chapters in Michigan 

have been putting their energy into calling 
supporters in other states, specifically those 
with upcoming primaries. K's chapter has 
been calling people in South Carolina, 
Nevada, and Iowa. 

The organization makes calls to a 
list of supporters online called the Voter 
Action Network (VAN). Morgan said they 
try to keep calls short, but focus on three 
questions: 

I. Whether the person is still 
supporting Senator Obama 

2. [fthe person is going out to vote 

Continued on page 6 
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Guilds Summit lliuminates Idea of "Communities of Practice" at Kalamazoo 
By TONI SKAlICAN 
Staff Writer 

Guild. That new and 
mysterious tenn that many 
K students heard repeatedly 
throughout fall quarter. On 
Saturday, January 12, K students, 
faculty, and alumni participated in 
the first official "Guilds Summit," 
shedding some light on one of K 
College's newest endeavors. 

President Dr. Eileen Wilson
Oyeleran opened up the summit, 
calling it the "birthday of the 
guilds." The idea for the guilds 
began at a brainstorming meeting 
two years ago in which a group of 
K faculty sought to establish "life
long connections with alumni" and 
''better connect rigorous education 
with students' professions after K," 
according to Dr. Wilson-Oyeleran. 

Guilds' Coordinator Joan 
Hawxhurst's PowerPoint 
presentation defined 'guild' as 
"a bridge between liberal arts 
education and the professional 
world of work" 

"We hope to give students an 
opportunity to • connect the dots' of 
the K-PIan," said Hawxhurst 

The four individual guilds 
include JUStice and peace, health, 

sustainability, and business. Each 
guild "aims to tell students how to 
make connections with people in 
areas that they are passionate about," 
said Dr. WJ.!son-Oyeleran. 

The summit coordinators hoped 
to develop one manageable project 
to kick off the guilds programs. In 
addition, each guild received access 
to $2,500 to implement them. 

Samantha Weaver K'08 spoke 
about what the guilds mean from a 
student perspective. 

"My passion started with 
sustainabilityinterestsonstudyabroad 
[in Thailand at the International 
Sustainable Development Studies 
Institute J," Weaver said. After study 
abroad. she was frustrated that she 
didn't have anyone to go to for advice 
about what she could do next, since 
there was no major for her interest. 

The guilds aim to accommodate 
students like Weaver who aim to 
combine interests outside distinct 
college majors, but are in need of 
guidance in where their interests can 
lead. 

Hawxhurst called the guilds 
"big, wide umbrellas," citing that 
their broad titles should encourage 
many students to get involved. She 
recognized that there may be students 

who do not feel connected to one of 
these four initial categories, but said, 
"We have to start somewhere." 

Furthermore, K alumnus 
Suprotik StolZ-Ghosh K'95 said that 
he saw alwnru involvement in the 
guilds as "branding K as a force for 
positive change." 

The first "offo;ial" meetings 

Aftertheintroductionceremony, 
the guilds broke up to meet 
individually in Dewing classrooms. 

The Justice and Peace Guild 
had the largest number of K 
students, including members of 
K's various human rights groups, 
service-leammg participants, and 
students with assorted future plans 
after K, from dreams of working 
for non-profit organizations to plans 
for law school The long list of ideas 
for guild-sponsored activities that 
accumulated on the chalkboard 
proved as diverse and concerned as 
the students. 

The Health Guild meeting was 
very small in comparison, with less 
than 10 members. However, ideas 
flowed. The few students, professors, 
and alwnru involved identified 
unlimited connections to tum their 

ideas into reality, representing the 
true advantage to developing "K 
connections." 

The Sustainability Guild, 
an extremely diverse group, was 
comprised of several alumni, 
professors in varied departJ.nents, 
and K student leaders from campus's 
many environmentally-focused 
student organizations. After each 
member descnbed what led them 
to be "bit by the sustainability bug," 
they brainstoffiled ways to encourage 
K students to pursue sustainable 
lifestyles. 

The Business Guild emphasized 
that although the guild would 
incorporate faculty and alwnru
relations, ultimately, all guilds must 
be a student-led program. The group 
included business and econoIDlcs 
majors and professors, past and 
present All members offered 
suggestions on how to link current 
K students to successful K graduates 
who have become entrepreneurs of 
various businesses, both small and 
large-scale. 

Results 

After over an hour of discussion 
and deliberation, the guilds gathered 

once more to present their future 
plans. 

The Justice and Peace Guild 
plans to organize a week of hunger 
and nutrition education for the 5'i' 
week of spring quarter. The goal 
of this week is to spread awareness 
about domesttc and global hunger. 
Brady Donaldson K'08 also 
suggested that the guild ''work with 
Sodexho to get food being wasted 
at K out into the community." 

The Health Guild hopes to 
spread awareness about Africa's 
current malaria epidemic. Students 
attending the Unite for Sight 
conference at Yale University m 
April mtend to bring back ideas on 
how to combat malaria. In addition, 
Dr. Ann Fraser and Dr. Allison 
Geist will address the malaria 
epidemic in their spring courses 
(Fraser teaches "Entomology" 
in the biology departJ.nent, and 
Geist teaches a course on public 
health). The guild hopes to hold a 
symposium about malaria in the 
spring. 

The Sustainability Guild will 
hold an Earth Day Festival on 
April 26, Earth Day. The festival 

Continued on page 6 

Climate Commitment Committee Joins Campus Energy Group for LAC 
By LISA PHILLIPS 
News Editor 

The fight against global warming 
takes center stage on K's campus. 

The Campus Energy Group, a 
new student organization founded by 
Samantha Weaver K '08, seeks to promote 
awareness about energy conservation 
and help the college discover ways to 
cut down on energy use. 

"Climate Change at K," an LAC 
hosted by the President's Climate 
Commitment Committee, demonstrated 
last week how the college is taking steps 
towards making K a climate-neutral 
campus. 

Achieving this goal would fulfill 
the President's Climate Commitment 
that was signed in June, which commits 
the college to becoming climate-neutral 

by emitting zero net greenhouse gases. 
The task is a formidable one. Most 

colleges estimate needing 20 to 40 
years to reach climate-neutrality. "It 
is not something that will be achieved 
overnight," said Paul Manstrom, 
Director of Facilities Management. 

K is already moving towards this 
goal. At the LAC, Manstrom explained 
that the college is now purchasing 
only energy-saving appliances, and 
redoubling the effort by the recycling 
department to reduce the amount of 
solid waste on campus. 

Also, the college plans to maintain 
a 95 percent recycling rate during the 
Hicks Center renovations. 

This LAC encouraged K students 
and faculty to think of additional ways 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions on 

campus. 
"There is no idea too small or 

too ridiculous to help us fulfill this 
commitment," said Manstrom. 

After an introduction by Weaver, 
one of the committee members, and 
comments from several other members 
of the committee, attendees were divided 
into small groups to brainstorm ways in 
which the college can achieve climate 
neutrality. 

Ideas included a wide range of 
actions, such as teaching more about 
climate neutrality in the classroom, 
creating roof gardens on campus 
buildings, utilizing wind power and 
other alternative forms of energy, and 
creating a bio-diesel co-op on campus. 

Students also discussed reducing 
paper and Styrofoam waste; they 

suggested ideas including encouraging 
professors to accept assignments printed 
on reused paper, purchasing cloth 
napkins for the cafeteria, and making 
reusable mugs available in Biggby's and 
at the new Quad Stop. 

Some of the more creative 
suggestions included adding devices to 
the weight room equipment in order to 
convert the energy created by exercising, 
and forming a pizzeria on campus to 
eliminate the gas wasted in delivering 
pizzas to the dorms. 

The President's Climate 
Commitment Committee plans to review 
all suggestions and consider them for 
future initiatives at the college. 

The committee also plans to 

Continued on page 6 
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Rare Book Room Has New, Exotic Exhibit 
By JILLIAN MCLAUGHLIN 
Features Editor 

Instrumental East Asian music 
accompanies the Rare Book Room's most 
recent exhJbit, "Bridges East and Wesl" As 
visitors walk around the display cases, music 
from Mongolia, Korea, China, Taiwan, 
Japan, or the Philippines serenades the items 
enclosed. 

"Any student or anybody that has an 
interest in Asian studies, those who have 
been to East Asia 
on study abroad 
or anybody with 
cultural ties to 
Japan or China 
would find it of 
interest," said 
Paul Smithson, 
Associate 
Director of the 
Library. 

of the books which range from stories about 
fairy tales to a memoir. 

Smithson's favorite part of the exhibit is 
the Citroen portfolio. The Citroen Expedition 
occwred during 1931 and crossed Asia from 
Beirut to Beijing. The portfolio displayed 
shows some of Alexandr Iacovleff's 
drawings from the trip. The expressive faces 
of a distant time and place peer out as each 
page of the portfolio immortalizes a different 
character. Smith notes a local draw to the 

portfolio: 
Maynard 
Owe n s 
K'1O (191O) 
accompanied 
Iacovleff 
on the 
expedition as 
the Foreign 
Editor for 
the N ationaI 
Geographic 
Society. 

Engelbert 
Kaempfer's 
several centuries 
old History of 
Japan occupies 

The current exhibit on display in the Rare Book 
Room brings East Asian literature to campus. 

I 
personally 
like the 

the first display case. Kaempfer's book is 
eno=ous,andtheedgesofthepages~ 

lightly soiled from their years. 
Other cases hold srna1ler, tightly bound 

books. Lafcadio Hearn, a prolific author and 
natura1ized Japanese citizen, penned many 

portfolio from Citroen exhibit that crossed 
Asia just because the artwork by Alexandr 
lacovleff is so beautiful," said Smithson. 

The exhibit shows Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday from 1-3 p.1IL through March 
13 on the third floor of the library. 
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Petitions, Events Denounce Bottled Water 
Continued from page 3 

pumped 400 gallons per minute from the 
stream, or 3 5 percent of the water, according 
to Olsen. Unfortunately, although Olsen's 
trial proved this and other wrongs on the 
part of Nestle , Nestle was not punished for 
its actions and the water-bottling plant still 
resides Mescota Country, MI. 

"Imagine taking 35 percent of your 
blood out of your bloodstream and 
expecting to feel good," said Olsen, who 
fears what may come of the Great Lakes 
if changes are not made in environmental 
public policies. 

Luckily, a ruling by the Michigan 
Court of Appeals forced Nestle to meet 
with the MCWC and negotiate pumping 
limits, which were set at 218 gallons 
per minute. Nestle and the MCWC are 
required to continue seeking resolution 
on January 25, for a period of 45 days. 
Unresolved issues after this time period 
will be referred to the circuit court. 

Earthwork musicians perfo=ed at 
intervals in the event, playing light-hearted 
folk and blues originals. 

Songs carried inspirational messages, 
including Joshua Davis's "I Know That We 
Can Turn It Around" and Susan Fawcett's 
"Lets Make Some Changes Down Here 
Among Us." The mission statement of 
Earthwork artists describes them as using 
the "intrinsic power of music to raise both 

community and self-awareness." 
Brandon Foote, another performing 

mUSICian, praised the K College 
community's dedication to "making some 
differences in Michigan and beyond." 

Christen Manville K'08 enjoyed the 
event, saying, "I would like people to be 
more educated on water privatization. 1-
hope the President responds well to the 
petition. " 

Leoor Scheweitzer K'07 said that the 
"legal terminology [in Olsen's speech] 
was confusing." However, his confusion 
did not stop him from recognizing the 
concert as a good cause and signing the 
petitions. 

By the end of the event, the petitions 
had over 100 signatures each. 

[An endnote for those working to 
become more environmentally conscious: 
If one is still skeptical of the safety of . 
tap water, environmental group members 
recommend buying a water filter and a 
reusable water bottle. In doing so, not 
only will one cut down on environmental 
harm, but in the long run, students will 
save money in abstaining from buying 
countless hard-to-recycle plastic bottles. 
WARNING: Reusing plastic bottles 
compromises the quality of the water, 
because phthalate leaches into the water 
as the bottle ages. (phthalate is a synthetic 
substance used to make plastic bottles 
more flexible .)] 

50 what ])0 You /h;nK, Wolly? The New Cafeteria 
By HOLLY C. GILLIS 
Staff Writer 

Generally, I have a firm 
belief all things are made 
better by throwing glitter on or 
bedazzling them. Some things 
especially improved by sparkles 
and bedazzlement include 
faces, clothing, theatrical sets, 
and any sort of accent piece for 
a room. 

The project plan for the 
cafeteria portion ofthe amazmg 
renovation of Hicks Center 
seems to share my fascination 
with sparkles and jewels. When 
[ walked into the cafeteria for 
the first time [ was stunned 

by the high, newly refinished 
ceilings perfectly trimmed with 
coordinating colors to match the 
new quadrant-style booths and 
tables. 

As [ approached the actual 
bar-o-nutrition, I was completely 
blown away by the aesthetics of 
the impressive stainless steel 
cook-tops and presentation 
platforms whereby students 
obtain their food. I mean, how 
many schools that you know of 
have a Mongolian barbeque ... 
that's just not normal 

But then I started to look 
at tile food; it looked strangely 
familiar. In a multimillion-

dollar renovation, the food was 
unchanged. While some of the 
reason to go to tbe cafe is the 
social mteraction and a small 
break in an otherwise hectic day, 
a large part of the decision for 
one to make the trek up that fair 
Arcadian hill is to EAT. 

I feel not enough time, 
thought and consideration was 
put into the food the cafe would 
be serving in this new complex. 
What's more, there is a group 
on campus called FARMS 2 K 
which completely concerns Itself 
with I) how to bring local foods 
mto the cafeteria to support our 
local economy and 2) making 

the cafe a healthier environment 
for all students. This group is the 
byproduct of a first-year seminar 
in the fall of 2005, so it's been 
around for over two years. 

After now twice going to the 
cafe, I have not seen any proof 
of the administration or the 
cooking staff trying to make It a 
healthier environment. I would 
really enjoy being able to eat 
green beans retaining some sort 
of nutritional value, not being 
steamed beyond recognition. 

On a related note, one of 
the few things in life which 
does not improve With shine is 
vegetables. Please keep all of 

that polyhydrogenateditransfat 
off of my source of vitamins, 
minerals and amino acids. 

I feel it was irresponsible 
for the administration to 
completely ignore many of the 
complaints the students have 
been noticeably raismg for 
the past two years. It seems 
the administration was more 
focused on Impressmg the 
parents with the aesthetics of 
a building ill hopes that their 
children might attend than how 
these parents would react to the 
health status of their children 
upon their return home for 
Christmas break. 
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New Barack Obama Group at K 
Continued from page 3 

3. If the person needs a ride to the polls 
"That can make a big impact in some 

states," he said about question #3. "If 
they don't have a car or are having some 
sort of trouble, we can get them there." 

The phone banking helps gauge the 
level of support in each state. Additionally, 
Morgan noted that Students for Barack 
Obama as a whole focuses on calling 
other students because a lot of Obama's 
supporters have been young. Young 

people generally carry the stereotype of 
not voting, a stereotype the organization 
hopes its supporters will break this year. 

K's chapter of Students for Barack 
Obama is trying to meet at least once a 
week, according to Morgan, especially 
in the nights pnor to the upcoming 
primaries. 

"It's kind of disappointing that 
we're only making phone calls at this 
point; I'd like to be going door-to-door," 
he said. "Hopefully, we'll be working on 
a general election campaign in the fall." 

Campus Guilds in Full Swing 
Continued from page 4 

~ill include booths and activities on the quad 
hosted by not only K student groups, but also 
K alums. According to Jeona Hertz K'IO, 
President of EnvOrg, the guild wants the 
festival to achieve "relaxed communication 
qetween students and alumni" about issues 
of sustainability. These issues incorporate 
the social, scientific, and economic aspects 
of living sustainably. Students interested in 
involvement with the organization of the 
festival are mvited to join the guild in the 
cafeteria on Thursdays of third, sixth and 
ninth week of WUlter quarter from II :30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.rn. 

The Business Guild aims to offer 
students experience in ''hands-on real-world 
problem solving," according to Bridgett 

Blough K 'OS. They are planning a workshop 
to educate students on the intricacies of 
entrepreneurship, in collaboration with small
business development They plan to contact 
K alum entrepreneurs to come to campus 
and speak to interested students. Students 
with suggestions should attend business 
guild meetings on Thursdays of third, fifth, 
and seventh week from 11:30 a.rn. to 12:30 
p.rn. (Location TBA). 

For further information on how to 
use K connections to mold interests to fit 
future careers, students can attend one of the 
following mformation sessions: 

JustireandPeare: Mmlay,Jan.28, 6-8 pm 
Health: Monday, Feb. 4, 6-S p.rn. 

Sustamability: Monday, Feb. 11,6-8 pm. 
Business: Monday, Feb. IS, 6-S p.rn. 

Fighting Global Wanning at K 
Continued from page 4 

work with several other student-led 
groups who are helping K fulfill the 
Commitment and move toward a more 
environmentally-friendly campus. 

This group, along with the college's 
environmental juggernaut Envorg, 
is hosting "Do it In the Dark" Week 
during seventh week of wlOter quarter. 
This event aims to "bring students 
together around the issue of energy 
conservation," said Envorg president 
leona Hertz K'IO. 

Students will compete between 

dorms to see who can conserve the most 
energy. Any money the college saves 
during the week will hopefully be put 
in a fund to help the college purchase 
more renewable energy, said Hertz. 
This would bring the campus closer to 
fulfillmg its carbon-neutral goal. 

"These events are helping students 
show the faculty that this is something 
we truly care about," said Hertz. 

Manstrom agreed that student play 
a vital role in the movement. 

"Colleges and universities need to 
lead the cause of climate neutrality, and 
this starts With the students." 
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SSDP to Discuss U.S. Drug Policies 
By JILLIAN MCLAUGHLIN 
Features Editor 

Next Wednesday night, Students 
for a Sensible Drug Policy (SSDP) will 
host an LAC to inform K's campus about 
America's current drug policy. 

Entitled "A Sober Look at Drug 
Policy," the event aims to showcase a 
variety of opinions. Four different experts 
are scheduled to speak on different aspects 
of what SSDP President Dan Mitler K' 10 
labeled "The War On Drugs." 

Mitler feels the issue to be especially 
pertinent to K students. 

"One of the ways it affects us is 
through financial aid," said Mitler. He 
cited the Higher Education Act which 
revokes any federal financial aid granted a 
student after a drug offense; an estimated 
250,000 students have been impacted. 

Former U.S. Circuit Court ludge 
William Schma will speak on the drug 
courts that he presided over which 
focused on rehabilitation rather than 

retributive punishments for offenders, 
said Mitler. 

Next, Jeffrey Fink, the Chief 
Prosecutor for Kalamazoo County 
plans to discuss drug policy from the 
perspective of one who seeks punishment. 
Contrary to SSDP's stated message, Fink 
is expected to discuss the positive aspects 
of drug policy according to Mitler. 

"We're trying to get the issue from 
all different angles so it's not one-sided," 
said Mitler. 

The next two speakers include 
Greg Francisco, a former coast guard 
who helped intercept drug shipments. 
Francisco now advocates drug 
legalization. Lastly, Dan Bigg will talk 
about the syringe-exchange program he 
runs in Chicago. The program allows 
drug users to exchange dirty needles for 
clean ones, a policy SSDP favors. 

"A Sober Look at Drug Policy" is 
featured in Dalton next Wednesday at 
7:30 p.m. The event carries LAC credit. 

SKWIRRELS By JAMES SPICA 
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By MARY CORCORAN 
Staff Writer 

On the morning of October 16, 
1948, Harmon Hall was dedicated. The 
man for whom the building is named, 
Claude M. Harmon, participated in 
the ceremony, humbly uttering his 
dedication address as the audience 
celebrated his many years of great 
dedication to Kalamazoo College. 

Harmon served K for thirty-one 
years as a member of the Board of 
Trustees, nineteen of which he was 
chairman. The dedication program 
from that day characterizes Harmon 
as a "most potential molder of the 
material and moral life of our Alma 
Mater." 

A "tireless worker, creative spirit 

of goodness, and a Christian gentleman, 
who sees the vision of a great college and 
labors to make it a reality," according to 
the dedication, Harmon saw the college 
through its greatest period of growth to 
date. Notably, Harmon's leadership let 
to the construction of Stetson Chapel in 
1932. 

Outside of K, Harmon was also 
heavily invested in fulfilling his 
responsibility to the community. 
Recognized as a "leader in civic growth 
in the great city of Detroit," Harmon 
served as president of the Detroit Golf 
Club, a director at the YMCA, chairman 
of the Board of Trustees of the First 
Baptist Church, and president of the 
Detroit Real Estate Board. 

A "parliamentarian, humanitarian, 

COUNSEL'N~ CO~NE~ 
By DR. ALAN HILL 
Associate Director of Counseling 

Students, like athletes, are "in the 
zone" when they feel pumped, focused and 
energized, and are confident that they are on 
pace to a peak perfonnance. A key to S1aying 
m the Academic Zone is to experience the 
'just right" amount of anxiety that will 
engender a peak perfonnance: not too 
much anxiety, not too little anxiety. The 
graph above shows this 
reianonship between 
perfonnance and anxiety. 

Too much anxiety 
will put you in the Panic 
Zone where feelings 
of panic, agitation and 
nervousness leave you 
unable to concentrate 
on your studies, papers 
and exams. High aruuety 
curbs your appetite and 
wrecks your sleep cycle, 
draining and exhausting you. Also. you may 
try to reduce the intense anxiety through 
procrastination or the use of alcohol or poL 
These methods reduce anxiety in the short 
run but usually increase it m the long run 
(and they can become habitual or addictive). 
They may also set you up to experience too 

little anxiety, which puts you at risk to enter 
the Drone Zone~ 

Too little anxiety does not provide 
the motivation for you to take care of your 
academic busmess. Of course, not taking 
care of business will mean that your work 
will pile up and when you realize how little 
time you have left to study or finish that 
paper, you will likely renter the Panic Zone 
or resign yourself to the Twilight Zone of 

depression. 
Next week I will 

talk about some ways to 
reduce anxiety or mcrease 
your concern to keep you 
in the Academic Zone. If 
you want some lOStant 
help, please go to our 
website at http://www. 
kzoo.edu/counselihelp. 
htm. We also have some 
book group clubs that are 
designed, in part, to reduce 

anxiety (Too Perfect, Radical Acceptance) 
or help you stop procrastinating (It's About 
Time). You can get more information about 
the book groups at www.kzoo.edu/counsel/ 
groups.htm. Finally if you find yourself 
stuck in the Panic, Drone or Twilight Zones, 
check us out at the CounselingQmter. 

good neighbor in a modern metropolis, 
stalwart champion of Christian 
education," Harmon was the model 
of a man. In his address, he reflected: 
"Kalamazoo, a comparatively small 
hberal arts college that has endured for 
more than 115 years, represents to me 
the very essence of higher education in 
this country." 

Harmon, though not a graduate of 
the college, earned an honorary degree 
in 1938, ten years before the hall bearing 
his name would be erected. According to 
the March 1946 issue of the Kalamazoo 
College Alumnus, when Harmon Hall was 
rust built, it featured "accommodations 
for married couples." At the time, housing 
accommodations for married couples 
was not perceived as progressive, but 

7 

rather, were unquestioned and almost 
expected simply because marriage 
among twenty-somethings was so 
commonplace. 

The dormitory's western wing also 
had an apartment for "the dean of men ~ 
and his family" in addition to "a two 
bed infirmary, a powder room, guest 
room, and men's coat room." 

Though much has changed since 
Harmon's time as chairman, the 
college remembers his name and his 
legacy. "Tolerant, loyal, devoted, 
self-sacrificing; a worthy exponent of 
Christian thinking and living," said 
the October 1948 issue of the Index, 
Harmon shared with the college "an 
unsparing devotion to the ideal of a 
Fellowship in Learning and in life." 

The Greater Kalamazoo Girls on the Run is seeking volunteer coaches 
to lead teams of approximately 15 third, fourth and fifth grade girls in the ..., 
spring of 2008. Coaches need not be runners, but should have a genuine 
interest in leading a healthy life and achieving physical fitness. GOTR is an 
after school program that uses the power of running to help girls develop 
self-respect and value a healthy lifestyle. The nine-week program will be 
offered to 1,900 girls beginning March 17,2008. 

The goals of the program are to empower all girls to: 
• Have a strong sense of identity 
• Give and receive support from a group 
• Stand up for themselves 
• Have a healthy body image 
• Understand their importance in the community 
• Complete a 5k runlwalk event 

GKGOTR provides comprehensive training for coaches who will .. 
lead the girls in lessons such as dealing with body image and media, 
resisting peer pressure, making healthy decisions and contributing to the 
community. Through interactive activities such as running, playing games, 
and discussing important issues, participants leam how to celebrate being 
girls. 

To obtain a coaching application or to leam more about GOTR, visit 
www.girlsontherunkazoo.org, or contact Beth Gregory-Wallis at beth@ 
girlsontherunkazoo.org or 269.491.6885. The application deadline is 
January 29, 2008. 
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Why Are You Still Here? K Alumni Come Back to Campus 
By KATIE HARLOW 
Staff Writer 

student. completed a short-term study abroad session suggestion: Get out and do something! 

Upon returning to campus as a Post 
Graduate Fellow in the service learning 
department, Breigh Montgomery K '06 had a 

""bit of explaining to do. 
"Last year," she said, "I had a few faculty 

members say, 'What are you doing for your 
SIP?'" To this she found herself explaining that 
she had already finished her SIP, had graduated, 
and was now working for the college. 

"I don't think anyone really thinks they'll 
stay around 1 had big visions to go teach 
English in France and do all these big things, 
but then 1 decided to stick around," she said. 

Transitioning immediately from student 
to staff at Kalamazoo proved easy for Breigh 
because of the environment the service learning 
staff created. 

in Strasbourg, France, 
which she says was 
"amazing." She also 
completed her SIP in the 
art department Her SIP, 
Empty Bowls, was a 
public art project which 
focused on raising 
awareness of national 
and international 
hunger. 

Breigh's 
involvement with 

"Don't worry too 
much about the future. 
I'm always telling students 
that," she said. 

"Eventually you'll 

The Service learning department asked 
Breigh during the spring of her senior year 
to return to campus following her graduation 
as a full-time employee. While the position 
is a good fit (Breigh has been in'volved with 
Service Learning since coming to K), she 
did not intend to stay at K while she was a 

"Last year, my first year, it was a little 
weird at first to be supervising people that I 
worked really closely with as a student, but 
in service learning we have this students-as
colleagues philosophy so we don't really see 
ourselves as supervisors - we just work with 
students like we work with the rest of our 
colleagues," Breigh said. 

Service Learning 
influenced both her Breigh Montgomery K'06 

figure out what you want to 
do and it'll work out Just 
have fun. Everybody's so 
stressed out Just having fun 
and doing things outside 
the classroom are really 
important, whether it's just 
going downtown or going 
to Woodward or going 
to Heartbeat [a creative 

time as a student at K, 
While she was a student at K, Breigh and her advice to current students. Her biggest 

writing project we do with 
K Central students]." 

.. 
TED'S BRIEFS 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 
.SportS Editor 

Women s Basketball Drops Two More 

The Kalamazoo College women's basketball team 
(4-11, 1-6 MlAA) lost two more games last week: at 
home in a thriller against St. Mary's College and on the 
road at Calvm College. 

.. Against St. Mary's, the Hornets held a four-point 
lead at halftime, and went out ahead by double digits 
early in the second half only to let the lead slip away. 
After St. Mary's made an easy lay-up with 30 seconds 
left to take the lead, the Hornets couldn't tie the game 
with a three-pointer clanging off the rim at the buzzer. 

The 72-69 defeat was another close one for 
Kalamazoo. A few early losses in the season were only 
by a couple points. 

"That one probably hurt the worst," said Coach Tes 
Sobomehin. "We had the game in hand and it slipped 

or away." 
One St. Mary's player in particular gave the 

Hornets struggles. Alison Kessler lit up Kalamazoo for 
41 points, leading the game in scoring. 

"We needed to be aware of where she was at all 
times and we didn't do that," said Coach Sobomehin. 

Senior Therese Demres helped build the lead for 
Kalamazoo earlier in the game, hitting five-of-six 
three-pointers, netting 19 total points. 

Against Calvin College, the Hornets only trailed 
27-33 at halftime, but the Knights outscored the visitors 
46-13 in the second half to take the victory, 79-40. 

"What we need to do is learn from the losses and 

try and move forward," said Coach Sobomehin. 
The Hornets play at home this Saturday against 

Olivet College. 

Swim Teams Both Finish Third at Hope Quad Meet 

On Saturday, January 19, both Kalamazoo swim 
teams finished behind Hope College and Wheaton 
College. The men in particular had a close finish behind 
Wheaton. 

Close races kept the Hornets men team within arm's 
reach of Wheaton, but they could not overtake them in 
the final standings, falling back 8.5 points. 

"We're always working hard to make sure that we 
can will the close races," said senior Nick White. "Being 
able to swim your best even when you're tired is one of 
the most important factors." 

Junior Ryan Booms won the only event for 
Kalamazoo, the 200 breaststroke, with a multitude of 
other swimmers and relays coming in second often. 

The teams are young, with some of the "A" relays 
comprising of freshmen and sophomore swimmers. 

"This season has been great for us with a couple 
of important wins that I would attribute primarily to 
everyone's hard work and the seamless integration of the 
freshman class into the rest of the team," said White. 

The teams swim at Alma this Saturday, January 26. 

Men S Basketbail Comes Up Short 

After winning five games in a row, the Kalamazoo 
College men's basketball team (5-9, 2-2 MlAA) broke 
that streak and started another one. The Hornets lo~t last 
week at Hope College on Wednesday, Jap.. 16 and at 
home Saturday, Jan. 19 against Tri-State University. 

Against Hope College (12-2, 4-0 MIAA), the 
Hornets lost 60-88, as the Flying Dutchmen limited 
the Hornets to 36 percent shooting from the field. In 
comparison, Hope College shot over 52 percent. 

"We really need to buckle down on defense if we 
are going to win any more games," said senior Mat 
Kellogg. 

Only junior Jon Matych scored in double figures 
for the Hornets, netting 10 points. 

The Hornets were out-rebounded by Hope 28-42, 
which included only 11 offensive rebounds, limiting 
their second-chance opportunities. 

"We need to rebound more consistently, Improve 
our offensive movement and decision making," said 
semor Matt Wagner. "We need to Simply continue to 
support and encourage one another." 

Against Tri-State, the game was much closer, 
but the outcome still rang hollow for the Hornets, 
in the 64-51 . Kellogg in particular had a solid night, 
shooting seven-for-eight with 20 points. 

"Tri-state didn't have very good post defense," 
said Kellogg. "Our ball-handlers took advantage of 
that by feeding me with good opportunities to score." 

That kind of teamwork will be necessary to finish 
the season on a high note. The Hornets are nothing if 
not streaky, and going 5-0 after losing their first seven 
games lets the team know they can go on a tear at any 
time. 

Free-throws for the Thunder became a big factor, 
as they went 20-26 from the charity stripe. 

"We still need to learn as much as we can from 
our mistakes, and transfer that improvement over to 
the next game," said Wagner. 

Kalamazoo plays this Saturday at Olivet 
College. 



Love Your Mother! 
E-t.1877 Photo/Louis Jeannot See article on page 2. 

Kalamazoo College Teams Up With CAPS 
Mentoring with community advocates for parents, students 
By TONI SKALICAN 
Staff Writer 

"I am young and I am 
positive, 

I am the future, and I am 
going to tell it like it is. 

I will not let anythlDg stand 
in my way. 

My eyes are on tbe 
'Kalamazoo Promise,' and they 
are going to stay that way!" 

Hands linked and smiles 
abound, students and tutors 
stand in a circle to recite tbis -
tbe Community Advocates for 
Parents and Students (CAPS) 
"Affirmation" - at tbe end 
of study sessions at Interfaith 
Homes Community Center 
every Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Saturday. 

The community advocates 
program began last October when 
follr Kalamazoo community 
members came together to 
belp students struggling in 
Kalamazoo Public Schools. 

The community members 
included four African American 
Kalamazoo residents - Dr. 
Janice James, pediatrician; Kai 
Jackson, bebavioral specialist 
for KPS; Dorotby Young, 
former principal of Hillside 

Middle School; and Dr. Harvey 
Meyers, a retired chemist. In 
order to accomplish tbeir goal, 
tbey needed volunteers. and 
K College students rose to the 
occasion. 

A five-minute drive north of 
campus, just off of Woodward 
Avenue, the communtty center 
is located in the middle of an 
apartment complex development 
- what used to be considered 
tbe "Kalamazoo Projects." 
However, today the community 
center serves as a source of 
academic inspiration for student 
residents. 

Inside tbe community 
center, students work in two 
main rooms. Tbe first is a much
sought-after computer lab. The 
second is a study room, a lively 
clutter of disbeveled tables, 
cbairs, school supplies, and 
children's books. 

Aside from tbe animated 
atmospbere of tbe room, there 
is one more observation to make 
- every student, K tbrough 12, 
is African American. 

The Gap 

An hour and a half before 

tbe CAPS affirmation, Erica 
Parson, a spunky nine-year-old, 
dances in ber seat between math 
problems. Surrounded by the 
cbatter of students and mentors, 
sbe keeps her attention on her 
scboolwork and the instructions 
of her tutor, Gabby Mindingall 
K'11. 

Erica is in tbe fourth grade, 
and like all of Michigan's 
fourth-graders, this year sbe will 
face ber second standardized 
Michigan Educational 
Assessment Program (MEAP) 
test. The MEAP attempts to 
measure the yearly progress of 
every student in Micbigan, in 
accordance with the regulations 
set fortb by tbe 200 I "No Cbild 
Left Behind" Act. 

In the 2005-2006 scbool 
year, 87 percent of whIte 
fourtb-graders in Michigan 
tested proficient or advanced 
in mathematics. However, only 
59 percent of African American 
fourtb graders tested proficient 
or advanced, a diFference - or 
gap - of 28 percent, according 
to tbe Micbigan Department of 
Education (MOE). 

Continued on page 6 

Activist Speaks On Change 
By HANNAH HOLMES-ROBBINS 
Staff Writer the company immediately offered 

a $50,000 reward to anyone who 
Last Wednesday, Carmenclta could pinpoint the maker of the 

"Chie" Abad visited Kalamazoo video. 
College to address approximately Abad's video exposed many 
60 students on the horrors horrors to the pubLIc. In Saipan's 
of working conditions III the 
sweatshops of Saipan. She spoke 
in Dewmg 103, a room sinlilar 
in size, she said, to a space 40-50 
people lived in bunk beds in the 
factory housing. 

Abad worked in sweatshops 
for years, witnessmg suffering 
daily as a result of inh1l\l1ane 
working conditions. For the last 10 
years, Abad has toured the United 
States to fight back against those 
sweatshops 

Abad didn't originally 
intend to fight so hard against 
the company; her intent was 
sinlply to organize Saipan's first 
workers' union. However, when 
the companies fmUld out what 
she was doing, they threatened 
to revoke jobs by relocating their 
factories. 

"The factory owners tried 
to silence me. But I fought back. 
No hwnan should be treated like a 
slave," saidAbad. 

This belieFin proper treatment 
among humans has driven Abad's 
life. In 1998, when trying to bring 
the story ofSaipan 's workers to the 
world, Abad wore a hidden video 
camera sponsored by the ABC. 
network to work. Within minutes 
of the ABC special's prernit:re, 

Factories Abad often worked 14 
holU"S a day, seven days a week, 
during peak seasons without extra 
pay for overtinle. 

In addition, when workers 
did not meet hourly quotas, the 
additional work needed to be made 
up after hours at the workers' own 
expense. Pregnant women were 
immediately fired; workers were 
treated like slaves. Barbed wire 
surrounded their living quarters. 

Abad's first speaking 
engagement at UC-Berkeley 
reacquainted her with her products 
- Abad stepped off the bus and 
saw dozens of students wearing 
navy blue Gap sweatshirts with 
"Cal" embroidered on the front. 
Abad estimated she had made 
950,000 of those sweatshirts. 

00 Tuesday, she pointed 
out the various sweatshirts some 
audience members wore, asking 
them to think about where these 
staples of college fashion were 
made. 

Abad convinced the entue 
Uruversity of California system 
and the city of San Francisco to 
become sweatsbop-free. 

"Let's roll, Kalamazoo!" said 
Abad. "We did it in Berkeley 
we can do it bere in Kalamazoo!" 
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Vallie 
Knsten Jost 

Year. 
Sophomore 

MOJOI': 
Chemistry 

Where did 
)'ou apply 
to stlld) 

abroad? 
Budapest, 
Hungary, in 

order to study Cognitive Science 

~ Why did yo II apply there? It is where my 
~ family was from. Also, I will be able to 
~ learn Hungarian, and I'm interested in 
~ cognitive science. 

a What do you Ii~e about cognitive 
science? I hke It because I t IS a 

U combination of philosophy and science. 
They are two very different fields and I 

~ am interested in both. 

~ Why did YOII choose to study abroad? I 
have never been outside of the United 
States and it will be a good cultural 
experience. 

What do you hope to gain after studying 
abroad? I hope to gain a greater sense of 
independence, a greater understanding of 
who I am as a person, and be exposed to 
other cultures in the world. 

Are you nervous about gozng abroad? 
No, not really. I'm just very excited. 

What did .1'011 think of the application? 
It was all right, though very repetitive. 

/fyou were all animal. which one would you 
want to be? That's easy ..... a pig. 

Which aile would you realfv be? Still a pig! 

/fyou could have coffee with anyone dead or 
alive. who would it be and what would you talk 
about? I would have coffee with Danny Tidwell 
from [the Fox TV show) "So You Think You Can 
Dance" and we would talk about how amazing he 
is-and talk about dance of course! 

--Alexa Lindsay K '08 
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Letters to the Editors 
To the Editors; 

Reflecting on Kaleidoscope's 
Winter Drag Show, we believe it 
necessary to present a feminist 
analysis. During Fall Quarter, the 
Theatre Department presented an all
female cast of Hamlet. This public 
presentation of drag was empowering 
to the participants. 

Kaleidoscope's drag show stood 
in stark contrast, falling short of their 
desire to encourage students to alter 
our understanding of gender norms. 
The student performers were well 
aware of the subordinate status of 
women considering they played their 
parts so well. Drag kings expressed 
the understanding that to be man is to 
be muscular, sexual, and to demand 
blow jobs, while drag queens 
embraced submissiveness. 

The audience was generally 
amused by this presentation because 
socialization gives us a clear 
understanding of gender roles and 
gender hierarchy. When men are 
submissive, performing as women, it 
is absurd and a joke. When women 
refuse to be submissive in real life, 
they are reprimanded at best and 
assaulted/murdered at worst. Instead 
of subverting our understanding 
of gender roles, drag of this sort is 
simply reinforcing the norm. In fact, 

To the Editors: 

In response to the article "Student 
Commission Struggles with Leadership," 
significant thought needs to be put into re
evaluating the role of the administration 
in "quashing" the recall process. 

First of all it needs to be very clear 
that the announcement by the PreSIdent 
that " ... the College is not quashing a 
recall or a removal process" is false. 
In fact, the college has completely 
"quashed" the removal process. 
Dean Westfall made it very clear the 
administration will not allow StuCom to 
remove any member of its body by the 
removal process outlined in the StuCom 
Constitution. 

What was not reported and what 
students might find very interesting 
is that the administration was very 

androgyny is actually much more 
politically subversive as denying 
others of immediate gender 
recognition is thrcatening. 

What is not threatening, 
however, is for men to mock the 
toolsofwomen'soppresslOn(heels, 
stockings, brcast augmentations, 
dresses, women's underWear, 
bras, makeup, hairstyles}. As 
competition among the students 
grew fierce, high heels, wigs, and 
fake breasts were cast into the 
audience and the drag queens took 
center stage. These men abandoned 
their feminine mannerisms and 
oppressive garments to show their 
serious intention to take home the 
crown. To win, they were fighting. 
As men. 

Kaleidoscope's drag show 
was not subversive, radical, 
controversial, or new. In fact, 
we see these performances of 
gender every day. We call on 
Kaleidoscope and the campus 
co=unity to deconstruct gender 
hierarchies in a way that is 
effective in acknowledging and 
fighting women's oppression, or 
at least, in a way that does not 
continue to hurt women. 

Brady Donaldson and 
Sara Goldstein K'08 

aware of the removal process. 
Commissioners were working with 
and acting under the guidance of the 
administration by keeping the issue 
quiet The commissioners with the 
advice of the administration wanted 
to allow Keyontay to step down on 
her own terms after being voted out 
in a manner that strictly adhered to 
the constitution. 

It is scary to realize that the 
administration did not decide that the 
process was not "clear and fair" until 
after the news broke to campus and 
the wider community. Is it a stretch to 
think that perhaps with the potential 
for negative media and community 
attention that the administration 
"quashed" the removal process to 
protect the reputation of Kalamazoo 
College? It has been my experience 
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that this is not a stretch. 
In conclusion, I am personally very 

sorry that this series of events has been 
perceived as motivated by race or personal 
agenda. I know in my heart that this was 
not the case. What concerns me the most 
is that the administration stepped in only 
after the reputation of Kalamazoo College 
was at stake. Beware. 

Perhaps some of you have heard of 
DITF (Distinctive liiitiative Task Force). 
Did you know that not a single student sits 
on that task force that is making plans to 
completely alter the face of Kalamazoo 
College? This is OUR school and it is 
time that paradigm, policy and action 
reflect students, not a reputation, as being 
the number one priority. I do not think that 
that is too much to ask. 

Eric Beers K'08 
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Students Learn to Love Their Mother at Environmental Awareness LAC 
By MUNIRAH MCGOVERN simple so the ideas would be more likely 

StafI"Writer to stick," said Envorg President lenna 
used to make a bottle of water as is used While some of these things may 
to fill it, and production of bottled water seem small, Smith explained that they 
in the U.S. drains around 1.5 million have been shown to make a big impact 
barrels oil per year, said Schweitzer. on the college's energy consumption. 

TheDeWatersHallloungeoverfiowed Hertz K' 10. 
with people for the EnvOrg and Sketch Hertz discussed food waste on 

At K, an Comedy Troupe LAC ~;Ji1mPJP 
collaboration, "Love 
Your Mother," held 
last week Wedn~sday. 

Students enjoyed 
organic ice cream 
provided by De Waters 
Hall RA's, and 1 istened 
to Envorg tips on how 
to live a sustainable 
lifestyle. 

Sketch Comedy 
Troupe helped lighten 
the mood, with skits 
and impersonations 
of Rachael Ray and 
George Bush, among 
others. 

The aim was to 
present the message 
of EnvOrg in a relaxed and comedic possible. 

campus. 
average of 460 
pounds of food 
is wasted in the 
cafeteria every day, 
57 percent of which 
could be saved. 

Audience 
members were urged 
to take smaller food 
portions and to share 
with friends to avoid 
throwing away extra 
food after meals. 

o the r 
suggestions included 
using reusable 
grocery bags and 
shopping for organic 
and local foods when 

Simple ideas to .... --...... ---..... -----,-,..., For example, if all 
reduce bottled water students shut down 
consumption included their computers for 
using a reusable water the night and turned 
bottle or purchasing them back on in the 
a Brita water filter morning, the college 
instead of buying could save I 1/2 
bottled water. Envorg percent of its total 
also has reusable energy use. 
water bottles for sale E n v 0 r g 
for six dollars apiece. circulated two 

Adam Smith petitions related to 
K'II talked about sustainability at the 
how students can event, one aimed 
reduce the amount at getting rid of the 
of energy they use. Kalamazoo College 
Some suggestions bottled water that is 

Photos/Louis Jeannor 
he made included sold in the bookstore 

EnvOrg members team up with 
shutting down and given out at 
student computers Sketch Comedy Troupe to educate Admissions, and 

overnight, taking students on environmental issues. another in opposition 
fashion. Next, Envorg member Leeor shorter showers, and washing clothes in of Nestle drilling into Great Lakes 

cold water to save the energy used to heat the water table and taking water from "We wanted to give it a fresh 
perspective and make it entertaining and 

Schweitzer K' 11 expi"ained the horrors 
of bottled water. Twice as much water is water. farmers. 

Recyclemania 2008: Campus Gears Up to Improve Results 
By LISA PHILLIPS 

News Editor 

Rc<'J'cIemania Jacked off last Friday with a loud and 
enthusiastic parade by Recycling Department members. 

After a stop at lama, members weaved through tile 
library and cafeteria, announcing the beginning of 10 weeks 
of eco-fiiendly mayhem. 

Recyclemania is a nation-wide recycling competition 
sponsored by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 
This year, over 400 college campuses will compete in up to 
seven different events to boost recycling efforts and reduce 
waste. 

The competition began this Monday, January 29, and 
lasts through April 12. Campll'>es turn in recycling and waste 
information on a weekly basis. At the end of ten weeks, 
the EPA will announce mdi\;dual category winners and an 
overall Grand Chanlpion. 

K is partiCipating m Recyclemania for the fourth year in 
a row. The college is one of the top competitors in the nallon 

last year, K placed 4'" overall. 
"Basically, we rock at it. We 're famOll~ in the national 

recycling circle," said Zina Scimemi-O'Sullivan K'09. 
"Little K College is competing with huge wlivcrsities 

around the nation, and we place in the top 5! It's something we 
really wm." said Emily Dayton K'08. 

This year's campus thenle is "Elect: Yourself in 2008," a 
nod to the political campaigns taking place in the country. 

"We're encouraging students to take a personal 
envrronmental responsibility, and expanding on what they 
are doing aIready," said Recycling Department member Dave 
Froelich K'07. 

Kalamazoo's strongest event is the Bottles and Cans 
competition, which it won last year. 

"We're hoping for a repeat win," said Rose Grose K'08. 
Another goal this year is improvement in the Waste 

Mmimization category, which measures the amount of waste 
generated on campus. This is one ofK's weakest events, as the 
college came in 57'" last year, with a Whopping 137.66 pounds 
of wa,te per student. 

Members of the Recycling Departmenl urged students to 
be extra-conscientious of what they throwaway these next ten 
weeks. 

"It may be a few extra steps to the recycling bin, but 
il matters. Half of wbat is thrOW1) out is recyclable:' saJd 
Dayton. 

Other events in which K participates include the Paper 

and Corrugated Cardboard categories, and the Gorilla Pnze, 
whicb measures the gross amount recycled on campus. K 
College does not currently compete in the final event, Food 
Service Organies, as there is no infrastructure for composting 
on campus. "It's something we're looking into for the future," 
said Froelich. 

Students can help the Recyclemania effort by utilizing 
the blue plastic recycling containers in each dorm room. Also, 
Froelich advocated reducing waste by recycling Styrofoam 
materials, which can be put in the newspaper receptacles on 
campus. 

Another way for students to be proactive is to buy 
products with eco-fiiendly packaging, and S<.jXIT3te 
packaging that contain both cardboard and plastic pieces. 

"Certain brands have less packaging - also, pape'!" 
packing is ea~iesl to recycle, followed by Styrofoam and 
then plastic," said Froeltch. 

The Recycling Department encouraged K students 10 

get ~w~'Pt up m the movement of recycling. 
"K's program is putting us in the forefront ofwhat is an 

evolution of hllD13n consciousness about tile environment. 
It's becoming more and more the standard. If we don't 
embrace it, we'll be left in the dust," said Froelich. 
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Winter Fitness: Snow Accumulates in the Winter ... Does Your Weight Follow Suit? 
By MARIAH FRYE 
StalfWnrer 

If you're like most people, you 
probably notice a change that occurs 
during the winter months and I'm not 
talking about the weather. 

Some of us ohserve an increase 
in jean-tightness. while others find 
themselves wearing that nice. baggy 
sweatshirt: on a very regular basis (what? 
It's cold out . ). A select few might even 
notice the slow yet steady emergence of 

you guessed it another chin. 
Winter weight gain is not uncommon 

for humans; in fact, most manunals 
experience It as the climate gets colder. 

"It's natural for your body to try to 
insulate itself more during the winter 
months." said Kathy Barnes. Physician's 
Assistant at the Kalamazoo College 
Health Center. "As the temperature drops, 
your body mstinctively tries to combat 
the cold." 

If thIS IS true, then it seems as though 
most people (myself included) look to 
diets high in starch and sugars to. as Kathy 
puts it, "combat the cold." In fact. studies 
show that our intake of comfort foods 
increases considerably in the winter. 

While eating to insulate our bodies 
from the cold may be a reason for packing 
on the pounds during tbe snow season, 
winter weight gain may also be due to a 
shift in exercise babits. 

Research from the University of 
Toronto suggests that. on average, people 
tend to gain roughly three to four pounds 
during winter. According to Guy Faulkner. 
assistant professor of Physical Education 
and Health, this weight gain is largely due 
to a decrease ID physical activity: "Climate 
is literally m your face and is potentially 
one of the most important environmental 
barriers to being pbysically active." 

Faulkner also explains that the increase 
in technology over recent years has led to a 
significant decrease in exercise. He stated 
that, due to advances in communication and 
transportation. "a lot of pbysical activity bas 
been taken out of the day." This is probably 
most conunon in the winter, when an email 
to the building across the street is a lot more 
appealing than a brief walk. 

Over all, it seems that the top two 
contributors to extra poundage during the 
winter are poor eating habits (a.k.a. letting 
your fa~-craving instincts dominate over 
your common sense), and a decrease in 

physical activity. Fortunately. there arc 
ways to fight back. 

First, it is of the utmost importance to 
"know your body," said Carrie Brankiewicz 
K '04. Carrie owns a fitness studio in 
downtown Kalamazoo, where she designs 
personal exercise programs for her clients 
based on their predetermined fitness goals. 

"You have to know how much food 
your body needs on a daily basis," says 
Brankiewicz, which is why she's deSigned 
a calorie mtake worksheet. This allows 
one to calculate the optimal daily intake of 
calories based on body physique, physical 
activity, and weight losslgain goals. 

For an easy, online approach to 
determining optimal caloric intake on a 
daily basis, visit www.freedietying.coml 
tools/calorie _ calculator.htm. 

If this method of improving winter 
eating habits sounds like too much work, 
just stick with Faulkner's simple advice: 
"In winter, try not to change your diet." 
While your animalistic instincts urge you 
kick the calorie intake up a couple notches 
in the winter, try to mamtain consistency 
with your diet regardless of the season. 

While a jog around campus may 
be hazardous during this time of year, 

the weight room operates under very 
exercise-friendly hours (Monday through 
Friday: 8:00 a.m. -10:00 p.m., *Tuesdays 
8:30 p.m. -I 0:00 women only, Saturdays: 
12:00 p.m. 6:00 p.m., Sundays: *3:00 
p.m. - 5:00 p.m. women only, 5:00 _ 
10:00 p.m.). 

If you're Itching for somethmg other 
than treadmills and exercise balls, try 
getting out to some local fitness-oriented 
business such as Climb Kalamazoo 
(Monday and Thursday College Nights 
for only $ 12) or Carrie's Fitness Studio, 
both located on the downtown walking 
mall. 

Kalamazoo College also offers a 
variety of physical education classes, and 
while it's likely too late to jom one now, 
spnng quarter promises options such 
as Ballroom Dance, Beach-Ready Boot 
Camp. Triathlon Traming, and Ultimate 
Frisbee. Don't forget about the racquetball 
courts either (located in Markin), or the 
wide variety of intramural sports offered 
every quarter. 

More information on the University 
of Toronto winter weight gain research 
can be found at www.news.utoronto.ca! 
bios/askus45.htrn. 

Music in Review: Vampire Weekend - Vampire Weekend 
By TJ KOSINSKI 
Layout EditorlStalfWriter 

The buzz surrounding 
Vampire Weekend's self-titled 
debut album has been building 
for months, likely the product 
of indie music blogs and online 
journalism. 

Equipped with only a low
fi CD-R demo, the band, led by 
lead-singer and guitarist Ezra 
Koenig, gained a great deal of 
attention after one oftheir songs 
appeared on Rollillg Stolle S 
"Best Songs of 2007" feature 
and led to a record deal with XL 
Recordillgs. Armed with boat 
shoes, degrees from Columbia 
University, and simplistic pop 
melodies, Vampire Weekend 
delivers an album that is worthy 
of the hype. 

With influences that include 

African music, Paul Simon, and 
the Police, Vampire Weekend's 
self-titled album may not be the 
most ground breaking or catchy, 
but it is an album that will find 
itself on repeat for weeks at a 
time. 

The music has a very home
grown sound to it, but its easy 
to hear that there is something 
deeper going on beyond the 
clean guitar tones and keyboard 
accen ts. "Mansard Roof," 
the album's first song, opens 
with optimistic pipe-sounding 
syntheSizer, transcends into 
gentle strings. and then 
establishes itself with a toe
tapping rhythm and a bright 
keyboard arpeggio. Many of 
the songs on the album develop 
in this way. This, of course, is 
all while Koenig's soft, relaxed 

vocals spin tales of life in 
Cape Cod, and tbe difficulties 
of getting laid on a college 
campus. Again, the home
grown experience works in the 
band's favor, as a lot of what 
Koenig sings about is easily 
relatable. 

In a time when it seems 
that most listeners are looking 
for the next musical act to 
challenge the status quo, 
Vampire Weekend is at home 
as warm, indie pop. Even if you 
thmk you've heard it before, 
the sounds of the album are 
inViting, clever, unpretentious, 
and most of all, refreshing. 

Final Grade: A· 
Download Now: "Oxford 
Comma" 

Ezra Koenig, lead-Singer and gui
tarist of Vampire Weekend, pic
tured here at a recent concert. 
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Why Are You Still Here? K Alumni Come Back to Campus 
By KATIE HARLOW 

Staff Writer 

Jeff Palmer K '76 learned 
a lot about the kindness 
of strangers during his K 
experience. After completing 
his study abroad program at 
Caen University, Normandy, 
Palmer found himself with 
three free weeks to travel, but 
little money with which to do 
so. Instead of passing up on his 
free time in Europe, he took 
extreme measures. 

"I cashed in my plane 
ticket," Jeff said. "I was 
supposed to fly from Paris to 
Windsor, Ontario. So I cashed 
it in and got a ticket from 
London to Montreal, and about 
a hundred bucks." 

With this extra money, Jeff 

set about traveling Europe. He 
visited much of Western Europe, 
and then arrived in London for 
his flight horne a few days early 
with nowhere to stay. 

"I had heard you could 
sleep in Hyde Park, so I did. I 
just slept around the base of a 
tree or some bushes, and then I 
got up walked around the city," 
he said. 

After two days of sleeping 
in the park, a stranger took in 
Palmer. He met a young medical 
student who let him stay in his 
family's house until Palmer 
flew back to America. 

Once in Montreal, Palmer 
was still quite far from 
Kalamazoo. He was taken in by 
another stranger a man he 
met on his flight, who gave him 

a place to stay for the night and 
dropped him off at the highway 
the next day so he could proceed 
to hitchhike back to Michigan. 

Palmer, grateful for all of 
the hospitality he had received. 
headed back towards his 
hometown with just a sign that 
said "Windsor." At this point, 
Palmer was picked up by a 
man headed to Grosse Pointe, 
Michigan. Again, this stranger 
befriended Palmer and gave 
him a place to sleep, food, and a 
shower before he completed his 
journey back to his hometown. 

"I walked into my parents' 
house and I had a dollar left in 
my pocket. .. I didn't think there 
was anything unusual about it, 
or anything especially heroie or 
stupid about it - I was nineteen 

and I was immortal," he said. 
Since his remarkable study 

abroad experience. Palmer has 
since spent most of his time in 
Kalamazoo. After his time at 
the college, Palmer, a history 
major, went on to work in the 
fields of media, publishing, 
marketing, and advertising. 

After working for Upjohn 
for a few years, Palmer turned 
to freelance writing work, 
sometimes for the college. 
When a permanent position 
opened up, Palmer decided to 
try it out. 

"I thought it might be fun, 
and it is. It has been. It's just 
been three months, but it's 
really been a fun three months," 
he said. 

Palmer is now Kalamazoo 

College's Media Relations 
Manager. He works mostly on 
the external media affairs of the 
school. 

Since returning to K in 
October of 2007, Palmer has 
noticed some changes on 
campus. 

"I'm impressed with 
the level of the activity at 
the college. There's always 
something going on ... l look at 
the list of student organizations; 
I swear there's one student 
organization per student. It's 
amazing. I'm so impressed with 
the level of busyness," Palmer 
said. 

Finally, Palmer advises 
current students, "Don't take 
any advice from other people. 
Find your own way." 

lr;aukluntg ;at ]Loolk ;aut tlhl<e ]P)<elF§Olnt ]B<elhtlLlntdl tlhl(e ]P>ll;al<9pme! De Waters Hall 
By MARY CORCORAN 
Staff Writer 

Named in honor of Sarah and 
Enos DeWaters, K College class of 
1900 and 1899 respectively, DeWaters 
Hall was dedicated on October 31, 
1964. Though the building'S plaque 
bears only Mrs. DeWaters' name, the 
college's board of trustees agreed the 
building would honor both graduates. 

An article in The Flint Journal 
quotes then-president Dr. Weimer 
Hicks: "the board of trustees wished 
to honor both Mr. and Mrs. DeWaters" 
but "felt that as a dormitory for 
women, the unit should carry only her 
name. Knowing the deep affection 
Mr. DeWaters had for his wife and the 
college, the board believes this would 
have met with his approval." 

After graduating from K, the 
couple studied at the University of 
Chicago, where Mr. DeWaters went on 
to earn a Bachelor of Science degree. 
According to a K College press release. 
he then earned an engineering degree 
from the University of Michigan in 
1903, and the couple was married in 

1905. 
Post graduation, both Mr. and Mrs. 

DeWaters were involved in protecting 
the college's legacy. Mr. DeWaters 
served on the board of trustees for 47 
years, eight of which he was board 
chairman. 

In 1935, when the depression so 
affected the College's financial affairs 
that construction was stopped on the 
new men's dormitory, Mr. and Mrs. 
De Waters gave $200,000 towards its 
construction. They declined the board's 
offer to name the building in their honor, 
instead preferring to commemorate the 
Ii fe and dedication of former president 
Dr Allan B Hoben. 

According to the Kalamazoo 
Gazelle, Mr. DeWaters worked as an 
official for th~ BUick Motor Company 
in Jackson, MI and in Flint, MI before 
going on to serve as a consulting 
engineer for General Motors after the 
companies merged. 

In their hometown of Flint, the 
couple was influential and very civic
minded. The Flint Journal accredits Mrs. 
DeWaters with having helped establish 

Flint's first YWCA, where 
she filled the post of 
secretary and trustee. 

Mr. DeWaters was 
actively involved in 
community arts and 
pledged over $1 million to 
F1 int 's College and Cui tures 
Development. The couple 
also made several notable 
joint donatIOns to Flint 
hospitals, the University 
of Michigan, the Genesee 
Red Cross chapter and 
King's Daughters Home, 
according to The Flint 
Journal. 

A press release issued 
in October 1964 by the 
Kalamazoo College News 
Bureau remembers the 
couple: "Mr. and Mrs. 
DeWaters were associated 
with Kalamazoo College 
for half of its long history, 
and few couples have left 
a more lasting impact upon 
the institution." 

Photo/www.kzoo.edu 
DeWaters Hall was dedicated on October 31,1964 
inhonor of Sarah and Enos DeWaters. 
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K Students and Community Keep the Promise Alive With CAPS 
Continued from page 1 

The overall education gap between 
African American and white students 
in Michigan is a difference of about 
35 points on a 270-point scale. This 
difference is the third largest of all states 
in the nation. 

The outlook on Michigan schools is 
bleak. The education gap in Kalamazoo 
Public Schools, according to the MOE, 
is the second biggest of all school 
districts in Michigan. 

Erica continues sketching nickels 
and dimes with confidence, persistent 
in completing 25 pages in her math 
workbook. 

Gelling II RighI 

K mentors with CAPS offered their 
perspective on the cause of this gap. 

KlissaJarrettK' 10, co-student leader 
of CAPS, said, "It's a socio-economic 
gap, definitely. The schools [in areas 
where economically-disadvantaged 
students live] aren't up to par." 

Travis Smith K' 10, the other co
CAPS-leader (and an obvious favorite 
among the students who refer to him as 
"Mr. Travis!"), agreed. 

"Teachers do not teach to different 
learning styles," said Smith. He 
explained that he works with many kids 
who have only been taught one problem
solving method. When students struggle, 
he offers alternative methods. 

"With math, I have to back-track 
to give definitions," he said. "Often, 
students don't know what to do 
because they are confused by terms like 
'conversion,' 'independent variable,' 
and even 'digits. ,,, 

However, teaching kids how to deal 
with "math-problem vocabulary" can be 
seen as relatively easy when compared 
to teaching them how to deal with peer 
pressure. Smith admitted that he had just 
been working with a student who was 
quick to defend himself after getting an 
answer /'Ight. 

"I'm not no nerd," said the student 

RaiSing Expectations 

Dr. Janice James took a different 
approach to the education gap, and 

rightly so. After all, these factors 
- educational disadvantages , poor 
problem-solving skills, fears of teasing 
- can affect all students, regardless of 
race. 

While several K mentors hinted 
at other problems in Kalamazoo's 
African American community, such 
as violence and poor parenting, James 
suggested otherwise. She's "not 
interested" in Interfaith's demographics 
and the negative stereotypes that such 
demographics might produce. 

"It is the legacy of slavery that we 
are paying for now," she said. 

According to James, African 
Americans have~ been "devalued" in 
American society. When she first moved 
to Kalamazoo years ago, she had several 
experiences with stereotyping that made 
her stop and ask herself, "What is wrong 
with this town?" 

First, a cashier at a grocery store 
asked for her food stamps. A few months 
later, the secretary at her doctor's office 
asked for her Medicaid card. These 
class assumptions made about James, 
a pediatrician, were based on racial 
stereotypes, she said. 

For her, Kalamazoo schools were 
the last straw. According to James, her 
son, a talented math student, had a habit 
of becoming distracted and "messing 
around with the other kids in class." She 
told the teacher to call her if he was not 
getting A's, and was shocked to see him 
bring home B's and C's without anyone 
caring enough to call. 

"People expect less," she said. As 
a result, CAPS's top priority is to "set 
high expectations." 

A Different Dynamic 

Claire Stravengen K' I 0, a K College 
mentor, has seen firsthand that one-on
one tutoring helps KPS students most. 
In addition to serving as a CAPS mentor, 
she works at Woodward during the week 
as an art teacher's assistant. 

"Teachers get really frazzled 
because there's a lot of back-talk," she 
said "Just getting past fOCllS issues is 
really hard for the children." 

While she explains, she works with 
Lucas Grayson, an eighth-grader whose 
favorite subject is gym. Together, they 

make flashcards to help Lucas memorize 
Newton's laws. 

"He's learning to learn," said Ms. 
Jackson, one of the four founders of 
CAPS, as she wound her way through 
the disarray of tables with a sly smile. 

Stravengen views CAPS as having 
"different dynamic;" one where students 
feel focused and comfortable. 

Building Relationships 

"Boy, get out of my grill!" Erica 
said to a boy bebind her trying to peer 
over her shoulder. With one page to go 
in her math workbook, she is well aware 
that there are only a few minutes left in 
her study session. 

She and "Miss Gabby" have worked 
through the entire section, chatting all 
the way. 

Describing the student-mentor 
relationship, Travis Smith had said, 
"We're younger than their teachers 
are," suggesting that students feel less 

pressure to "prove something." 
"These kids enjoy doing well," 

James had praised in her interview. 
"They're happy, they're energetic, and 
they don't want to leave." 

Through developing relationships 
with students, mentors have been able 
to get through to African American 
KPS students, despite any ambiguous 
disadvantages in the school system. 
In bringing Kalamazoo College's 
"sense of community" into the CAPS 
classroom, students have shown rapid 
improvement. 

It turns out that the most effective 
way to reverse the education gap may 
be as simple as enforcing positive role 
models. 

"That's key in our African 
American culture," said Dr. James. 
"You can't do anything if you don't 
build relationships." 

The names of KPS students in this 
article have been changed due to issues 
of confidentiality. 

SKWIRRELS By JAMES SPICA 
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Student Remembered 
Memorial honors Robert Amrhein 
By JILLIAN MCLAUGHLIN 
Features Editor 

Last week, the chapel 
hosted a memorial servIce for 
Robert Amrhein K' 10, who 
succumbed to osteosarcoma 
this past June . 

Friends 
remembered 

and family 
Amrhein as 

being very special . 
Jeanne Hess was 

Amrhein's advisor. 
"He was our teacher. 

We weren't his. He was my 
advisor. I was not his," said 
Hess. 

emerged as the leader of the 
class. 

Theresa Tejada K '10 had 
seminar with AmrhelD. She 
echoed Hess' sentiments. 

"It was like we had two 
teacbers," she said 

Tejada remembered bis 
smile and bis laugb. 

"He was just overall a 
pleasant person to be around. 
He would take his cart and 
give people rides," she said. 

Photo 
of'the 
weeK 
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Campus-wide pot
luck brought a taSte 

of home last Sunday. 

Photo/ 
Komal Chughtai, 

Photo Editor 

After years of battling 
cancer, Amrhein knew he 
did not have much time left. 
However, he still wanted to 
continue to college. 

Amrbein was very active 
in Up 'Til Dawn, tbe campus 
organization that raises money 
for St. Jude's Hospital and the 
American Cancer Society. 

Additionally, be enjoyed 
swimming and did it for as 
long as he could. 

HEY SOPHOMORES! 
He completed classes fall 

quarter, but in tbe winter be 
attended only sporadically. 
He lived life one day at a 
time. 

His sister, Kelly Amrhein 
K'07 sbared his passion for 
swimming as a member of the 
swim team ber four years at 
K. 

Declaration of Major Day is Thursday, February 7th! 
Still undecided about which major or minor is right for Y0I,J? 

"He knew be wasn't going 
to graduate," said Hess. 

Amrbein took Di Seuss' 
seminar, Road Trip. He 

"The more we remember 
him as a campus and as a 
community, the more he can 
bring us together," said Hess. 

Contact a Departmental Student Advisor (visit www.kzoo.edu/advising/ 
DSAs.php) for information from someone who has "been there," or 

make an appointment to talk with any professor! 

COUN5ELINC; COR..NE~: DE-CATA5T~OPHIZINC; ANXIETY 
By DR. ALAN HILL 
Associate Director of Counseling 

Every emotion we experience has 
an important message for us about 
ourselves, others and/or tbe world, 
and that emotion also lends us tbe 
energy to deal witb tbe challenges 
before us. Anxiety!fear tells us tbat 
tbere is reason to be concerned and 
lends us tbe energy to do wbat we 
need to do to address tbat concern. 

A 'just rigbt amount' of anxiety 
propels us into the Academic Zone, 
where we are pumped, on pace 
and energized, and work hard and 
efficiently to finish the paper or to 
prepare for the presentation or test. 

High anxiety, on tbe otber hand, 
lands us in the Panic Zone, wbere we 

cannot perform efficiently and we are 
at risk to move to a dangerous Drone, 
Procrastination or O-zones (substance 
abuse). 

Wbat turns useful anxiety into 
self-defeating chronic and intense 
anxiety is our exaggeration of this mere 
concern into a catastropbe by tbinking 
that It wIll be horrible If we don't get 
everytbing done or don't get a certain 
grade on a test or paper. So a big part of 
reducing anxiety is to de-catastrophize 
the concern, to realize tbat tbe 
perceived catastropbe that the danger 
portends is either unlikely or not truly 
a catastropbe. Here are five steps to de
catastrophize your legitimate concern: 

Step 1: Identify the concern! 
danger: For e~ample, "I am not going 

to get everything done," or "I may not 
write a good paper or. perform well on 
a test." 

Step 2: Identify tbe catastropbe: 
Ask yourself, "What is it 1 fear will 
happen if this danger is realized?" and 
then ask "What will happen if this fear 
is realized?" Continue this process until 
you get down to the ultimate fear; e.g., 
"If I do not do well on 1 will not 
do well in the course, If! don't do well 
in the course, "I won't keep a _GPA, 
I will not be selected into _----,-_-:
and I will not have a meaningful life 
- I will become a bum - my family! 
friends will be ashamed tbat I did not 
succeed." 

Step 3: E"aluate bow likely tbis 
cbain of events is to bappen. What 

are the cbances of tbe worst tbing 
bappening? Isolate tbe immedIate 
concern by looking at it as small 
stuff. Reframe tbis danger as learning 
experience, something you can learn 
from so you can perform better next 
time. Focus on the likelibood of your 
ideal plan working out. 

Step 4: Imagine some these of 
events do eventually happen: is this 
truly a catastropbe? Would you give 
up on your dream? Would you give 
up on life, or will you find anotber 
way to live a productive and happy 
life? Will your family!fnends still 
care about you? As Albert Ellis, 
creator of Rational-Emotive Therapy, 
puts, "nothing is horrible, terrible or 
awful, just damned inconvenient." 
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Teds Thoughts: 
State of the Pistons Address 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 
Sports Editor 

There are a few things consistent 
in Michigan sports in the winter 
months. Generally, that involves the 
Red Wings dominating and the Pistons 
cleaning up through January. Even 
the Spartans play some of their hest 
basketball during conference play, 
so there's always something good to 
watch. 

This January hasn't been all that 
kind to the Pistons, however. At the 
time of this writing, they have gone 7-6 
in January, well short of their white
hot start and a scorching December. 
They still have the second-best record 
in the Eastern Conference. 

The Stones have not had any 
players selected for the starters of the 
All-Star game from fan voting, but 
must rely on reserve spots by the coach
selections. If that sounds familiar, then 
it is - even in the Pistons' heyday 
with Ben Wallace, the team would not 

seem to get any individual accolades, 
even though they dominate as a team. 

If you look at the stats, all five 
starters are averaging double-digit 
scoring (I'm going to include Antonio 
McDyess' 9.9 ppg in this equation ... 
it's too close not to count it), and 
Chauncey Billups is averaging seven 
assists per game. Even in this age, 
those numbers for Chauncey are well 
short of Steve Nash's nearly 12 assist
per-game average. 

So what does this mean for the 
Pistons? It means that even though 
none of the top players are placing 
high in the top categories of individual 
statistics, the team is still playing at 
level most others aren't. 

The only thing that remains 
consistent is that the Pistons are doing 
well, but still aren't getting recognized 
for it. The last time it looked like this 
for them, they won a championship 
against the powerhouse L.A. Lakers. 

Could be a trend. 

TED'S BRIEFS 
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Men's Basketball 
Fights Knights, Comets 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 
SportS Editor 

After losing their first seven games 
and winning the next five, the men's 
basketball team (5-11, 2-4 MIAA) now 
has lost four straight. 

In their first meeting against Calvin 
Collt:ge last Wednesday, Jan. 23, the 
Hornets lost 81-95. The Knights lit up 
Kalamazoo for 15 three-pomt baskets, 
while the home team could only muster 
seven. 

Senior Mat Kellogg posted 16 points 
and six rebounds, while sophomore 
Verelle Kirkwood came off the bench 
for 12 points on five-for-five shootmg. 

Last Saturday, Jan. 26, Kalamazoo 
lost another game, this time to Olivet 
College. While the score was much 
closer, the outcome was no better, as 
the Hornets lost 80-85. 

Olivet won its first conference 
game in the close competition. Three 
Hornet players scored in double figures, 
including senior Pat Clancy with 19 
points, Kellogg with 16 points, and 
junior Henry McCain with 22. 

Photosl]ames 

Mat Kellogg, senior captain, fights for 
possession of the ball over a Knight. 

The Comets out-rebounded 
Kalamazoo 43-34, with both teams 
shooting well under 50 percent. 

The Hornets play Alma College at 
horne this Saturday, for Alumni Day. 

By TED MAGDZINSKI 
Sports Editor 

Women:S Hoops Drop Fifth Straight 

game, senior Kelsea Howell grabbed 10 rebounds 
and 13 points, while Cooper had 20 points and six 
rebounds. 

and Breck took the 200 medley relay. 
The women's team won their first dual meet 

since the very first one against Olivet in November, 
giving them good momentum into this weekend's 
meets. It does not get any easier from here on out. 

The Hornets face undefeated Hope College and 
Albion College. 

The women's basketball team needs some 
positive momentum going into their games against 
these conference powers. 

After losing two more games last week, the 
team falls to 4-13 (1-8) WI th just six games to go. 
The Hornets split the season series with Tri-State, 
falling 66-78, last Wednesday, Jan. 23. 

In that game, both sophomore Nyemade 
Cooper and freshman reserve Kirsten Strawn 
earned double-doubles, with Cooper netting 10 
points and pulling down 15 rebounds. Strawn had 
12 points and 10 rebounds coming off the bench. 

Over the weekend, the Hornets lost their 
second game against Olivet College, 88-66. In that 

Kalamazoo's next test will be this Saturday 
against Hope. 

Hornet Swimmers Crush Scots 

The Kalamazoo College swimmers came out 
with tenacity at Alma College last Saturday, Jan. 
26. 

That strength led both the men's (4-2) and 
women's (4-2) teams to big wins in the final few 
weeks of the regular season. 

The women's team won 126-98, while finishing 
first 10 eight of their events, including victories in 
the 50 freestyle and 100 freestyle by sophomore 
Kelsey Breck, and wins in the 200 individual medley 
and 100 backstroke by sophomore Katy Knoechel. 

In the relays, the team of freshmen Adrienne 
Fasbinder, Sarah Jenzen, junior Maegan Connochie, 

The men's team fared just as well, defeating 
Alma 126-71, with victories in 10 events, inch~ding 
hoth relays. 

ThiS Friday, the teams travel to South Bend, 
Indiana, where the women will swim against St. 
Mary's College and the men will challenge Wabash. 
After that, the teams swim in their final home meet 
of the season, a dJal meet against Albion College. 
Look for members of the Athletic Leadership 
Council passing out snowcones in support of the 
Hornets. 

The MIAA Championships follow in 
Holland in two weeks, and then the Division 111 
Championships will occur a month from that. 

. The season is wrapping up, with both teams 
hoping to finish strong. 
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College Bowl Aims to "Put K on the Map" 
New Campus Group Tests Knowledge a/College 
By LISA PHILLIPS 
News Editor 

Trivia enthusiasts unite - for 
the first time in almost 20 years, 
K College will participate in the 
'Olympics ' of fast-paced quiz 
bowls: the national College Bowl 
competition. 

College Bowl is a nation-wide 
quiz bowl tournament made up of 
teams from schools all over the 
country. 

Khas not participated in College 
Bowl for many years. However, the 
team is being resurrected this year, 
after Director of Student Activities 
Brian Dietz contacted student 

Jimmy Kelly K' 08 about starting a 
College Bowl program on campus. 

Kelly had previously competed on 
K's national-champion HOSA Bowl 
team, which is similar in structure to 
College Bowl but focuses mainly on 
Health Sciences. 

"HOSA is awesome, but [College 
Bowl] is a broader, more mainstream 
tournament - this is the big one," 
said Kelly. 

In a College Bowl competition, 
two teams of four compete in 
seven-minute fast-paced rounds of 
questions. 

Team members answer questions 
by pushing handheld buzzers, much 

like Jeopardy, said Kelly. 
Questions can cover a variety 

of subjects. "They ask everything 
from pop culture and sports 
questions, to literature, math , 
and science-related topics," said 
Brooke Carter, K's College Bowl 
coordinator. 

Although the questions may be 
'trivial , ' the competition is fierce . 
Kelly compared the event to a 
sports game. 

"All the principles of good 
sports teams apply. We have to run 
the floor, manage the clock, get 

Continued on page 9 

Students Activities Fee at Kalamazoo? 
By JESSICA R. MAAS 
Staff Writer 

The same situation finds 
Brian Dietz over and over 
again. 

Students come to Dietz, 
the Director of Student 
Activities, with great ideas for 
new activities, organizations, 
or events on campus, and he's 
more than willing to help 
them flesh out their ideas. But 
there is very rarely any money 
to offer them. 

The student activities 
fee that Dietz is currently 
working on would help solve 
this problem, as it would be 

dedicated solely toward student 
activities. 

"When there's an activity 
fee, that's what the money gets 
spent on," he said. 

Because K does not have 
such a fee, students have to pay 
out of pocket to support their 
organizations and activities. 

The general idea is that each 
student pays a small yearly fee, 
and all of the money collects 
in a "pot." The money then 
gets divided out to the various 
activities and organizations. 

At other schools the fee 
is $300-$500 dollars per year 
per student, and Dietz said that 

K's fee would probably be 
comparable to that. 

According to him, the 
money could go toward many 
kinds of programs, including 
student organizations, large 
student activities such as 
Monte Carlo, entertainment 
and vendors in the new Hicks 
Center, series programs such 
as movie nights and Welcome 
Week, and club sports. 

Dietz has many questions 
after looking around at other 
schools' activity fees to help 
shape K's program. 

Continued on page 4 

SIP Takes Senior Back to Thailand 
By MUNlRAH MCGOVERN 
Staff Writer 

Matthew Maizels K'08 
debuted his documentary SIP, 
entitled "When the Gate Is 
Open," last Saturday evening 
in the Recital Hall. 

More than 75 K students, 
professors. family and 
friends gathered to view the 
documentary. ask questions. 
and enjoy refreshments in the 
lobby afterwards. 

Maizels, a religion major and 
art minor, first got the idea to do a 
documentary for his SIP when he 
took a course with Dhera Strauss 
in documentary filmmaking and 
found that it caught his interest. 

He considered topics 
pertaining to religion and ethnic 
identity, so traveling to Thailand 
for his study abroad experience 
was an opportunity to continue 
his search for the perfect 
subject. 

When he learned about 
the Palaung tribe residing 
in Thailand, he decided to 
document the changes in 
Palaung culture and society, as 
Western influences have had an 
increasing impact on the people 
of the region. 

The Palaung tribe 
originated in Burma. and 
moved gradually to Thailand 

Continued on page 4 

Junior Katie Stefl floats like a butterfly but stings like a Hor
net against Albion last Saturday. 

Swim Teams Off to MIAAs 
Photo/James Mickley See article on page 11. 
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Name: Tabitha Nichols 

}ear Sophomore 

WI~1' didyoll choose 
/0 be a psvchologv 
mtIjor? I really like 
the idea ofhclpmg 
out teenagers that are 
in need. I'm attrncted 

to social work and have known friends that have 
been in group homes or seen a therapist. and that 
type of work has always interested me. 

~ Where didyou apply abroad? Oaxaca, Mexico 

<r:: Why did YOLl apply to Oaxaca? I originally wanted 
~ to go to Madrid, but even though I am from 
~ Chicago, I don't oonsidet-myself a big<ity girl. I 

a figured Oaxaca would allow me to get a big city 
feel without being as large of a city as Madrid I 
also have taken Spanish and my roommate went 

U 
to Oaxaca and talked to me about it 

1f'71)1 did YOll choose to come to KaJomazoo 
~ College? Originally I applied to a variety of 
~ different schools. I was not sure which one to go 

to, but my aunt suggested K sinoe she wanted my 
younger cousin to go there and it would give my 
cousin someone to look up to at Kalamazoo. 

If you collid dU1l/ge one thing oJ K whoJ would 
il be? I would change the social interaction. 
Sometimes it can get a little cliquey. With the 
education fuctor, I would change the break system 
Sometimes how we go to Thanksgiving break 
and then have to come right back and take finals is 
something I don't really like. 

If you wt7fI OJI animal. which one would you want 
to be? A panther 

Which olle wollldyou really be? A smaller cat 

if YO" could have coffee with anyone, who would i1 be and 
whaJ would you talk about? I would have coffee with my 
morn, we would talk about life, schoo~ work ~ by the end 
of the conversation we would just be poking fim at each 
other. 

WhaJ is )!OlD' goal for the quarter? To boost my GPAand get 
better at Spanish. 

Ach'icefor campus: BaIance everything. "A single gmin of 
rice can tip the scale." 

-Alexa Lindsay K'08 
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Education Program Returns 
By OLGA BONFIGLIO 
Contributor 

Kalamazoo College and Western 
Michigan University (WMU) 
stgned an agreement that provides 
K students with an option to earn 
Michigan secondary education 
(grades 6-12) teacher certification 
through coursework at both schools 
followed by a student-teaching 
internship at WMU. 

With careful planning, students 
can complete the program during 
their four years at Kalamazoo 
College and one additional semester 
at WMU. Students would finish 
with a bachelor's degree from 
Kalamazoo College and obtain 
teacher certification from WMU. 

"All elements of the Kalamazoo 
Plan -rigorous academics in a major 
and minor, study ahroad, service
learning, internships, and the Senior 

Individualized Project will 
be available to the students who 
elect this opportunity," said Olga 
Bonfiglio, education professor. 
"And we know that Kalamazoo 
College's unique combination of 
those experiences has · produced 
outstanding teachers over the 
years." 

For budgetary reasons, 
Kalamazoo College decided in 
2004 to phase out its teacher 
certification program at the 
conclusion of the 2007 -08 
academic year. This agreement 
with WMU preserves Education 
Program coursework at K and 
provides students the WMU 
certification option. 

For more information, 
contact Professor Olga Bonfiglio 
at 337.7034 or e-mail her at 
obonfig@kzoo.edu. 

Teach For America 
FINAL DEADLINE 

February 15th, 2008 
Visit www.teachforamerica.org. 
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Student Athletes Play Out Their Passions ... Off the Court 
By TONI SKALICAN 
StalfWriter 

"Why do I play? This is an easy 
question for me-- what the hell else 
would I do?" 

Michael Herman K'09's opening 
comment sparked laughter from an 
audience of more than 150 members 
of the Hornet community. However, 
speakers participating in last Friday's 
"Why We Play" Jama, made it clear 
that although K's athletes are dedicated 
to their sports, there is plenty else they 
could be doing. 

In reality, there is plenty else they 
are doing. According to Sarah Arnosky 
K'09 and Nora SeilheimerK'08, twenty
five percent of K students are athletes, 
and a large majority of them do far more 
for the college community than playing 
sports. As President and Vice President 
of the Athletic Leadership Council, 
Arnosky and Seilheimer exemplify 
such student-athletes. 

However, to say that they "do more 
than play sports" is not to downplay 
athletes' valued roles on their athletic 
teams. 

"Challenges [in athletics] translate 
into our daily lives," said Herman, 
defensive back for the football team. 
"Sports are games of ups and downs." 

"Most of the time the good things 
don't outweigh the bad," said Emily 
Collins K'08, an athlete on both 
the women's basketball and softball 
teams. 

However, Collins explained 
that when her frustrations build and 
friends suggest that she skip practice, 
her response is nothing short of 
bewilderment. "Just don't go? Yeah 
right!" she said. 

"I can't get enough of it," continued 
Collins, comparing her obsession with 
athletics to drug addiction. After a few 
laughs from the audience she clarified 
her message. 

"The difference," she said, 
"between drugs and athletics is that 
athletics enhance lives." 

Swimmer Kelsey Breck K '10 talked 
of a similar addiction to her sport. 

She admitted that while trudging 
to practice each morning, after waking 
up to an alarm set for 5:10 a.m., she 

announces, "Ew. I hate swimming." 
"But every time I say this I am lying 

to everyone around me," she said. She 
wakes early and prepares for months 
for the swim season. 

Her reason? The "54 seconds of 
magic" she experiences once she makes 
contact with the water in her swimming 
lane. 

"I am proud, I am confident, and 
I cannot be beat. That is why I swim," 
she said. 

Bridgett Blough K'08, senior 
captain of the women's volleyball 
team, also displayed this confidence. "I 
am a competitive person," she said. "I 
play to win." 

"In high school, I could not imagine 
losing every single game and still 
having fun," she said, acknowledging 
that prior to coming to K, she had been 
on an undefeated team. 

Once on the Hornet volleyball 
team, however, she was forced to face 
the reality of losing. She realized that 
the thrill of the game came from the 
uncertainty of the outcome. 

"I put all my chips on a gamble 

New Concentration Explores Neuroscience 
By LISA PHILLIPS 
News Editor 

A new neuroscience 
concentration has been added to 
the curriculum at K 

The faculty approved the 
newest edition to the academic 
program m December. 

This program has been in 
the works for a number of yean;, 
said psychology professor Robert 
Batsell. 

NeurOSCience is an 
interdisciplinary field that covers 
biology and psychological 
workings of the brain. 

Although traditional areas 
of study for neuroscientists 
include brain mechanisms for 
learning and memory, branches 
of neuroscience can be found in 
many different fields, including 
soclOlogy, pohtical science, and 

religion. 
Classes to fulfill the 

neuroscience concentration are 
primarily in the biology and 
psychology fields. 

"A number of other disciplmes 
can give unique perspectives on 
this subject matter," said Batsel!. 

The concentration requires 
nine uruts, with SIX required courses 
and three electives. Students may 
double-count some of their courses 
for their major for concentration 
requirements. 

The college is in the process 
of hiring a tenure-track cognitive 
psychologist, wluch will further 
broaden course options in the 
neuroscience field. 

The neuroscience 
concentration also correlates 
directly with the Budapest study 
abroad program which offers 

courses in cognitive science, 
allowing for a transfer of up to 
two credits. 

The college also plans on 
bringmg in more speakers on 
neuroscience in the near future 
to speak broadly on a range of 
fields in neuroscience along 
with organizing quarter-long 
discnssion groups. 

"We are eager for students to 
talk with us about their specific 
interests in the field," BaMlI 
said. 

Students from all areas 
of study may find gains m 
neuroscience. 

"Individuals gomg into any 
of the medical profeSSions would 
benefit - and professions in the 
social sciences are becoming 
more and more brain-based with 
their treatment," smd Batscll. 

and lost," said Blough, "but that does 
not mean I lost everything. I took the 
risk." 

Kalamazoo College tennis coach 
Mark Riley K' 82 took the chapel podium 
as a surprise guest speaker for the 
event. Looking back on his experience 
as a tennis player at K, his speech took 
a slightly different approach. "So why 
did I play?" he prompted. 

"I'm a tennis player because 
swimming is hard work," he joked. 

"K College is a really a part of who 
I am," said Riley. "My teammates from 
30 years ago are still my best friends." 

In the end, Riley affirmed that 
athletes at K are students, first and 
foremost. 

"This place turned me into a really 
good time-manager," he said, vouching 
for athletes with the difficult task of 
keeping up with schoolwork, athletic 
practices, and games. In a fast-paced, 
lO-week quarter system, "Every week 
here is hard," said Riley. 

Although overwhelmed at times, K 
College athletes persist to do what they 
love most: play. 
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Dietz Pursues Activities Fee Maizels Screens Documentary SIP to Community 
Continued from page 1 

"What I don't know is 
how it would be applied, 
how it works in tuition and 
so forth," he said. However, 
he did mention that at other 
schools the fee is part of the 
financial aid package. 

DIetz talked to many 
people about how the majority 
of activities are under-funded 
and a lot has had to be cut. 

This quarter alone, 
student organizations as a 
whole requested $38, 478.80. 
However, the college was 
only able to provide them 
with $22,870.51, a mere 59.4 
percent of what was requested, 
according to Lauren Migliore 
K'08, Financial Director of 
StuComm. 

Dietz believes that 
organizations are being 
responsible with their money. 

"They're not cutting 
fluff," he said, "and it's 
painful to watch." 

The fee would help 
alleviate some of this pain. 
Organizations could plan for 
an entire year and spend less 
time fundraising. They could 
also bring prominent speakers 
to campus that they currently 
can not afford. 

Dietz wants to have one 
or two open forum meetings 
by the end of the quarter to 
get student input on the fee, 
and he is willing to talk to 
student organizations about 
their individual situations. 

''{' d love to get it as soon' 
as possible, but I don't know 
how soon it can happen," he 
said. 

He believes that the fee 
will provide students with 
more of what they want on 
campus. 

"What do they want to do? 
What do they want to see?" he 
asked of the students. "What 
have they been told we can't 
do because there's not enough 
money?" 

Continued from page 1 

as a result of the war in their 
home country. This migration 
has occurred over the past 20-
30 years, with around 5,900 
Palaung residing in Thailand at 
most recent count, according to 
figures from the Joshua Project. 
Christianity is changing the 
face of Palaung culture, as 
more and more members are 
converting from Buddhism to 
Christian. 

Maizels worked on the film 
for nine months after returning 
to Thailand for two months 
last summer to 'shoot footage 
and interviews. He changed his 
plans several times during the 
making of his film. 

"I had initially planned 
a much broader focus for the 
document," he said. "The film 
evolved over the nine months I 
worked on it, and I would not 
call it a finished piece of work 
even DOW." 

The film centers on 

the concern that the Palaung 
conversion to Christianity is 
resulting in a loss of culture. 
Many both in and outside the 
Palaung worry that their culture 
will be lost forever as more young 
people convert and fail to learn the 
ways of their people from their 
parents. Others believe that the 
separation between religion and 
culture is enough that the Palaung 
traditions will not be impacted by 
the changes. 

During the documentary, 
Matzels interviewed a Palaung 
man named Sang Siamrie about 
his reasons for converting to 
Christianity. 

"Buddhism does not tell you 
the way to God or heaven, it only 
forbids you to do certain things. 
Christianity is different," Siarnrie 
said. 

Arianna Schindle K'08 
traveled to Thailand on study 
abroad along with Maizels last 
year, and commended Maizles 
for capturing a piece of her study 
abroad experience. 

"I think that Matt really 
captured a lot of what we were 
thinking when we were in 
Thailand ... what is the role of 
culture, and what is the impact 
we're having as westerners and 
a western culture, and with their 
conversIon to a western religion 
like Christianity," Schindle 
said. 

Schindle lived in the same 
area of Thailand that Maizels 
visited while filming this past 
surruner. 

"Interactions between 
generations are so important 
to the Palaung culture .. , with 
the new generations coming 
in and struggling to hold on to 
the culture, the connections are 
even more important," she said. 

These connections are also 
important to Sang Siamrie. 

"Culture and tradition are 
like clothes, I can't remove 
them.,. but belief is life, the life 
that leads to God and heaven ... 
it is not a problem. I will not 
change," he said. 

Monte Carlo 2008: Get Paid at the Masquerade in Hicks! 
By MARIAH FRYE 
Staff Writer 

With new games, classier food, and 
a brand new location, Monte Carlo 2008 
promises to uphold its status as a staple 
to the Kalamazoo College experience. 

Though the origin of Monte Carlo 
is difficult to place, 2008 will mark the 
33rd annual campus celebration of glitz, 
glamour, and gambling. 

This year's event will be held in the 
new cafeteria in Hick's Center. Though 
this idea has not been well received 
by some students who attended Monte 
Carlo at the Radisson last winter, the 
Student Activities Corrunittee (SAC) 
says there are plenty of good reasons to 
host the event on campus. 

"Except for last year, Monte Carlo 
has al ways been on campus," said 
Courtney Tompkins K'08, the only 
senior on (SAC). "The school was 
willing to put up the money to have it 

at the Radisson last year because there 
wasn't anywhere to have it at K." 

While some debate over the location 
took place this fall, SAC decided to risk 
a potentially unfinished Hicks and plan 
on the cafeteria. Two huge perks for 
hosting this wild night of gaming and 
dancing on campus are its proximity 
and cost. 

"It will be a lot easier to get to and 
from," said Tompkins. "Plus, it's really 
expensive to have it at the Radisson." 

The theme of this year's event is 
Masquerade, thus SAC encourages those 
attending to have a mask of some sort. 
No. mask? No worries. Just head to the 
ResLife mask-making extravaganza this 
Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. in Trowbridge, 
which will offer sparkles, feathers, and 
a host of other garnishes. 

At the event, gamblers can keep 
an eye out for traditional games such 
as Black Jack, Texas Hold 'Em, and 

Roulette. A variety of new dice games 
will also be available to add some bulk to 
your pockets. At the end ofthe night, high 
rollers can stroll over to the Millionaire 
shop, which will offer a multitude of 
prizes including gift certificates to local 
restaurants and movie theaters, as well 
as five digital cameras. 

Overall, it looks like Monte Carlo 
will live up to its reputation as one of 
the most infamous and entertaining 
events on campus. Besides a chance 
to win some great prizes, Monte Carlo 
offers a much-needed change of scenery 
during the often-dreary winter months. 

"It's an event that brings everyone 
together to have a great time," said 
Tompkins. "So many people come to it, 
and it's always fun to see everyone all 
dressed up and outside of class." 

As far as SAC's commitment to a 
successful event, students should have 
nothing to fear. 

"We're working hard to keep the 
standard up and make sure Monte Carlo 
is something that everyone wants to 
come to," Tompkins said. 

So ready your masks, everyone, 
and prepare for a glorious Monte Carlo 
2008! 
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Political Uprisings in Kenya Cut Study Abroad Program Short for K Students 
By JILLIAN MCLAUGHLIN 
Features Editor 

Over the past month, the violence 
in Kenya occupied national headlines as 
many inside the country allege that the 
ruling president, Mwai Kibaki, rigged 
the December elections. Although 
the conflict plays out thousands of 
miles away, Kalamazoo 's study abroad 
students experienced firsthand the 
political violence that currently plagues 
several African nations. 

After riots in Kenya erupted after 
the December elections, K students 
studying abroad in Nairobi were advised 
to remain in the residences of their host 
families. 

In times of political crisis and 
upheaval, a little television always 
helps. 

Jamie Dybdahl K'09 spent her 
time indoors reading, playing computer 
Solitaire, and watching the Style 
Network, one of seven channels her host 
family received. 

"It was Kenyan soap operas or the 
Style Network," she said. 

For a week and a half, Dybdahl 
could not go beyond the gates that 
separated her host family from the rest 
of Nairobi. On January 21, K's Center 
for International Programs announced 
its decision to cancel the program. They 
advised students to leave the country 
by January 26, according to Narda 
McClendon, the assistant director for 
K's Kenya program. 

Dybdahl described how K students 
. Alexandra Leonard and Piper Kurtz K'09 
watched violence from their residences. 

"Alexandra watched police chase 
rioters from the roof," said Dybdahl. 

The two main ethnic groups involved 
in the fighting are the Kikuyu, the ethnic 
group of President Kibaki, and the Luo, 
or the rival political group of Raila 
Odinga. Odinga was President Kibaki's 
opponent in the December elections. 
After it became obvious that Kibaki 
rigged the elections, Odinga called for 
demonstrations against the government. 

Kenya is divided into various 
provinces and one province, Central 
Province, withheld its vote tally until all 
other provinces announced their winners. 
Many ballots from Central Province and 
others had Odinga's name crossed out 

and Kibaki's selected instead. 
Dybdahl observed the complications 

of ethnicity in her host family's version 
of "West Side Story." As Kikuyus, her 
host family disapproved of any inter
tribal dating. 

"My host sister was dating a boy 
who was Luo and they had to keep it 
a secret because my host father would 
never let her date him," said Dybdahl. 
"They were practically engaged until the 
election and then they had to break it off 
entirely because their families would 
literally kill them if they got married." 

The riots and demonstrations abroad 
also affected alumni of the program. 
Amber Whittington K '08 studied abroad 
in Kenya during the 2006-2007 academic 
year. She planned to return to implement 
a peace proj ect through a grant. However, 
the college told her last week they could 
not send her grant proposal on due to 
these recent events. 

Whittington's past experience 
with the political culture of Kenya 
lends interesting insights into the 
current conflict. She worked for a Non
Governmental Organization and is 
writing a political science SIP about the 
Kenyan constitution. 

Overthesummer, Whittington'swork 
with the Kenya National Commission on 
Human Rights highlighted the corruption 
of the Kenyan government. The National 
Commission on Human Rights is a 
division of the Kenyan government 
that serves to keep the other divisions 
in check. While Whittington was there, 
the current Parliament tried to pass a 
media bill that would impede freedom of 
the press. The Parliament introduced a 
pension package that would be received 
if an incumbent member of Parliament 
was not re-elected. The pension package 
totaled $100,000. 

"You see a lot of the political 
leaders using the state to gain capital," 
said Whittington. In her opinion, the 
patronage and ethnic strife are linked. 
The people in power thrive at the expense 
of those outside the government, she 
said. 

The charge of corruption IS not 
new. Katie Gifford K'08, another past 
participant, also saw SignS of corruption 
among politicians through her ICRP with 
a micro finance institution. 

"They're all corrupt," she said. "I 
understood the degree of corruption that 
went on in the Kenyan political system. 
With this conflict it makes me sad 
because I saw that the Kenyan people 
were beginning to empower themselves 
but then it turned to violence." 

Gifford worked in a slum in Kibera, 
where she said most of the violence is 
concentrated. 

Both Gifford and Whittington 
emphasized the economic toll the 
violence has taken on the country. Gifford 
said many of the small businesses that 
the micro finance institution established 
have been destroyed. 

Whittington spoke of the damage 
done to Kenya's tourism industry. 

"I think it's important to keep 
in mind that a great deal of Kenya's 
economy is based on tourism," she 
said, "This [the conflict] has been in 
international headlines for a month and 

that has demolished Kenya's reputation 
as a safe African country to go to." 

Kenya was seen as one of the 
safest African nations. Its reputation is 
probably heightened by the notorious 
bloodshed of its neighbors: the Sudan, 
Rwanda, and Somalja. 

Many K students dismiss news 
reports that portray Kenyans as violent. 

"Most of the people I talked to really 
just wanted peace," said Dybdahl. "When 
you're inside the country that's so much 
the message you get - that Kenyans 
just really want peace and they don't 
want fighting because it's tearing apart 
the country and ruining the economy and 
JUSt generally making life miserable." 

The Center for International 
Programs plans to run the Kenya program 
next year, but sophomores who applied 
are advised to begin an application to a 
different site in case the instability in the 
region continues. 

SKWIRRELS By JAMES SPICA 
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COUNSELINC; COR..NE~: CON~UE~ YOU~ TEST ANXIETY 
By DR. ALAN HILL 
Associate Director of Counseling 

The best antidote to test anxiety 
is confidence that you can meet the 
challenge of the test, and the best route 
to confidence is preparation. I f you are 
well prepared for your tests but still 
have high test anxiety, please read on. 

that If I don't do well on this test then 
I will prove my inadequacy, that otbers 
will rightfully think less of and perhaps 
reject me, and/or that my future is now 
spelt d-o-o-m-e-d. 

You are not a failure because you fail 
one or two or more tests. These tests have 
nothing to do with your value as a human 
being unless you decide they do. In fact, 
It would be better if you stopped rating 
yourself in this way and just rated your 
behavior, e.g. "I did badly on the test" 
IIlstead of "I failed the test and now I am 
a failure." 

Positive Se/fSlalemenls 

You can instantiate a more positive 
and realistic attitude during a test 
through positive self statements such as: 
(see our website for more examples) 

"What it is I have to do?" No 
negative self-statements; think 
rationally. High test anxiety is largely the 

result of interpreting the test as a 
dangerous situation. I may simply see 
an item I don't know and begin to 
envisIOn the dangerous experience of 
failing this exam. I may begin to get 
anxious and fear that I will panic and 
blank out. I see others finish the exam 
early and wonder why it was so easy 
for them. 

Perfectionism, a common trait at ' K', 
increases the danger of failure. Many 
students at K chain their expectations to 
their perceived high expectations offamiIy 
and high achieving peers. Ironically, all 
this high anxiety makes it less likely 
you'll fulfill these expectations. 

Get Real 

To reduce test anxiety, you must 
reduce the danger of the test by 
understanding that your self-worth, 
relationships and future are not on tbe 
line in regards to this one test. 

If you must rate yourself, rate 
yourself as a good person, period, who 
like every other human makes mistakes. 
Will family and friends reject you for not 
doing well? Are you doomed by one test? 
Will you not use this test as one of many 
learning experiences and find a way to do 
better? 

Change "1 must do well" to "I wall I 
to do well" on this exam. 

"This is the anxiety that I thought I 
might feel." It's a reminder to cope. 

. Finally, learn relaxation 
techniques, including deep breathing 
and progressive muscle relaxation, and 
practice visualizing a good performance 
on the exam. Finally, don't forget the 
basics: eat well and get a good night's 
sleep. Bon Chance! 

But what makes 'failing the exam' 
real/y dangerous stems from my belief 

No matter what, you will still find a 
way to a happy and productive life. This 
is Just one exam! 

Chapel Chat: Redefining Religious Pluralism 
By ASHLEY LOYD 
Associate Chaplain 

We need some type of 
religious pluralism, something 
that goes beyond tolerance. 
Tolerance is not enough; it is 
indifferent and passive. The 
trouble is that pluralism is often 
put in the terms: "in the end we 
all believe in the same god." 
Whether or not I believe this, I 
understand that it is difficult for 
people to find that to be true in 
their own individual theologies. 
If you believe that there is one 
truth, this type of pluralism 
does not work for you because 
it means that you have to deny 

• part of your personal belief 
system to think "pluralistically" 
about other faiths. On a campus 
like K, it might even prevent 
you from identifying with your 
faith tradition because of the 
negative stereotypes associated 
with it, of being "closed
minded." 

Mary Ellen and I had 
the opportunity to go to a 

conference this past weekend, 
the Institute on College Student 
Values. One of the presenters 
was the Interfaith Youth Corps, 
a group founded by Eboo Patel, 
a Muslim man with a vision 
for people of different faiths 
to come together with mutual 
respect and participate in 
common action for the' common 
good. One of the ways that the 
Interfaith Youth Corps does 
this is by encouraging people 
to think about a new type of 
"religious pluralism." 

The organization advocates 
for a new understanding of 
pluralism, one which has respect 
for religious identity. It does not 
say that in the end all religions 
are the same, but in the end they 
are all unique, and the people 
that practice them are valuable. 
This version of pluralism seeks 
to recognize, respect and furtber 
the individuality of different 
religions, but also to find 
common values within different 
faith traditions . Finding 

these common values fosters 
mutually inspiring relationships 
between people of different 
faith traditions, people who 
are willing to work to make the 
world a better place, rather than 
argue over points of theology. 

This type of thinking is 
not intended to exclude people 
who do not identify with a faith 
tradition. Hopefully people that 
can find points of congruencies 
within their individual belief 
systems and some of those 
values that religious traditions 
promote. The point of thinking 
pluralistically is to make 
religious differences a point 
of collaboration rather than 
controversy. 

Of course, this can be so 
complicated. Conflicts still 
arise, especially around issues 
of conversion. One thlOg I 
found interesting is that Noah 
Silverman, a Jewish man 
who works for the Interfaith 
Youth Corps, works with 
several evangelical Christians. 

Evangelism was something he 
had to work to understand in the 
beginning because it was not a 
component of his tradition. But 
he came to respect this as part 
of Christians' religious identity. 
He said that what was important 
was how the Christian reacted 
to you after you said no, if they 
still wanted to know you, and 
if they respected your religious 
identity. 

For a long time, I did not 
want to be a Christian because 
of the way that some other 
Christians around me treated 
other people. But I have become 
more comfortable in my identity 
as a Christian, and part of that 
is a being taught and shown 
that I can learn from and even 
celebrate other people and their 
faith traditions without denying 
my own. We do not need to be 
an a-religious community to be 
an intelligent, accepting one. 
Genuine religious diversity, 
a diversity that is not created 
with statistics, but with our 

overlapping experience, 
recognizes and respects our 
differences. 

If you are interested in 
checking out one of the faith 
groups on campus: The Muslim 
Student Association meets 
Wednesdays at 5 pm; the Hindu 
Student Organization meets 
Wednesdays at 7 pm; Christian 
Meditation is Tuesdays 
2:30-3:30 pm; The Buddhist 
Meditation Group meets 
Tuesday through Thursday 
9-11 pm; InterVarsity Christian 
Fellowship meets Thursdays 
at 8 pm; Iev.ish Student 
Organization meets Thursdays 
at 8 pm; Catholic prayers are 
held Thursday mornings at 9 
AM. All groups meet in the 
Cavern areas or Chapel. There 
will be an interfaith lama 
9"' week entitled "Ways of 
Worship" and a presentation in 
the spring from the Interfaith 
Youth Corps. For more info on 
the Interfaith Youth Corp, check 
out www.ifyc.org. 
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Election 2008: Breaking the Bush/Clinton Cycle 
ByJOHNFLEMMING 
Contributor 

Back in the 2004 
presidential elections, a handful 
of eyehrows raised regarding 
the fraternal connection 
between George W. Bush and 
Senator John Kerry. For those 
of you who don't know the 
connection I'm talking about, 
both Mr. Bush and Kerry are 
members of Skull and Bones -
a senior secret society at Yale 
University. 

Political analysts at the 
time expressed concern over 
the shared history of the two 
presidential hopefuls. I mean, 
how much of a democracy 
really existed when, out of 
Skull and Bones' 800 living 
members, two of them had 
ascended to the uppermost 
echelons of public office? 

Needless to say, the 
speculations waned, the 
elections carried on and we all 
know how 2004 ended. 

However, the point 
to be made here is this: if 
people felt threatened by 
this obscure relationship 
penetrating the sanctity of 
American democracy, then 

why is no one tripping head over 
heels to stop what could be the 
biggest impediment to our way 
of government: the possible 
nomination and election of 
Hillary Clinton? 

Until recently, Hillary has 
dodged the electorate's concern, 
if elected, over Bill's role in the 
Oval Office. It seems that fear 
evaporated after she assured 
the media that Bill would not 
be allowed to read the National 
Security briefings. Well, at least 
we can be thankful that Mrs. 
Clinton is sensitive to the delicate 
balance between her fragmented 
dynasty and our democracy. 

But, soothing as her machine
like declarations to uphold 
traditional presidential spousal 
roles sound, the way she has 
been running her campaign as of 
late suggests otherwise. Hubby 
Bill has been campaigning so 
hard, it has led Senator Obama 
to exclaim, "I can't tell who I'm 
running against sometimes." 

Riding behind Obama's 
sentiments, the media has now 
begun criticizing Mr. Clinton's 
omnifarious role in his wife's 
campaign - a role greater 
than a vice presidential mate. 

Unfortunately, the media is one 
thing and the electorate another; 
the latter ignorant and dormant 
to the looming danger another 
Clinton election poses. 

Besides solidifying a Bush
Clinton cycle, Hillary's election 
would be a second, technically 
a third, go-around for Bill. 
Only this time, the new Clinton 
administration will be even more 
ambiguous of who's calling the 
shots. 

Yes, surely all presidential 
spouses have a certain capacity 
for influencing their mates, but 
the matters are complicated by 
Bill's title of Fonner President. 
In this case, his experience is too 
much experience - to believe that 
he would take a back seat and not 
exert what he deems a wealth of 
opinions upon Hillary is to be 
hazardously naIve. 

Now, most of you are 
all thinking to yourselves, 
"What about the Bushes?" 
I'll be honest: I'm not fond 
of that father-son Presidential 
relationship either. However, 
a father-son relationship is a 
few degrees removed from the 
husband-wife pact. The last time 
I checked, Old Georgey didn't go 

to bed every night with his son 
whispering sweet nothings of 
political rhetoric. (Then again, 
after Monica, I'm not sure the 
Clintons go to bed together 
either.) 

Though, in all seriousness, 
my generation (those of us under 
twenty years of age) has known 
only an America under the rule 
of a Bush or Clinton, and the 
election of Hillary could add at 
least another four years to that. 

In these upcoming elections 
we have the opportunity to send 
the year 2008 into the history 
books as the year the American 
people said "no"-"oo" to 
the continuance of flip-coin 
presidential successors and "yes" 
to the reinstatement of political 
diversity. 

For too long, American 
politics has embraced the tactics 
of commercial enterprises: our 
politicians have become brand 
names, consumer-friendly 
because of name recognition. 

Over the years the electorate, 
or the consumers, of such a system 
of political commercialism has 
accepted the denigration of 
quality in exchange for a false 
sense of stability. Now it is 

time for us, the consumers, 
to boycott the lesser-quality
name-familiar products and to 
gear our consumption in favor 
of the lesser known but higher 
quality products. 

As Americans, we 
shouldn't even need to consider 
creating a Constitutional 
Amendment banning family 
members of former presidents 
from running for President. 
Such an obvious detriment to 
democracy doesn't need to be 
banned in ink and paper; we as 
Americans should consciously 
reject the monopolization of the 
world's most powerful position 
before it even materializes. 

And thus, we are at a fork 
in our nation's history. Travel 
down one path and we have 
failed the doctrine of American 
democracy. Travel down the 
other path and we have broken 
the stranglehold of America's 
cooperative dynasty. 

Twenty years. Twenty 
years the shared dynasty of the 
Bush-Clinton families has had 
its way with our country. Do 
we really want - can we really 
afford - to let Hillary take her 
tum? 

K's College Bowl Team: Anything But a Trivial Pursuit 
Continued from page 1 

people in position to focus on their 
strengths, and play positions," he 
said. 

To determine which K students will 
represent the college in the College 
Bowl Regional Competition, K will be 
having its very own mini-college bowl 
on Thursday, February 7"', at 6:30 P.M. 
in Dalton Theater. 

Students of all disciplines and 
grade levels are encouraged to 
participate in the college tournament, 
and a cash prize will be awarded to the 
tournament winners, said Carter. 

From this campus tournament, 

Kelly will devise a varsity team of four 
competitors and a couple of alternates, 
if needed, who will represent K in the 
Regional Tournament at Michigan 
State University, against such big
name universities as University of 
Michigan and Ohio State. 

The finalized varsity team will 
have their work cut out for them, as 
Regionals are two weeks away, on 
February 22-23. 

"K College is coming late to the 
dance - we will only have a couple of 
weeks to prepare. We're looking for 
students with dedication," said Kelly. 

To prepare, participants will 
practice buzzer drills, where teammates 

work on comprehending the question 
quickly and immediately buzzing in. 

"There are lot of people at this 
school who have accomplished much, 
but put them in front of a buzzer, and 
they are afraid they're going to hurt 
themselves," said Kelly. 

Kelly also hopes to bring in 
professors to help the team train and 
to emphasize certain subjects and 
study techniques. 

Although questions can be about 
anything, Kelly commented that the 
most predominant subjects are science, 
literature, and history. 

"Ideally, we'd like all four players 
to have a set core area, so we can cover 

as wide a range of potential questions 
as possible," he said. 

He also stressed the importance of 
building the team for the future. 

"There will probably be a mix of 
classes on the varsi ty team - at least 
half of the team will still be around 
next year to keep this program going," 
he said. 

Kelly emphasized how College 
Bowl can add to the college's prestige 
and distinctiveness. "College bowl 
is a trivial thing - hence trivia - but 
a unique way for our college to say 
• Look what we can do, '" he said. "It's 
a chance to put K on the map in an 
entirely new way." 

... 
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Black History Month Spotlights Presented by BSO 
Elijah Mc-Coy 

Elijah McCoy was a mechanical 
engineer 3l)d inventor. He was born 
in 1843 or 44 in Colchester, Ontano. 
Canada. to former slaves George and 
Emillia McCoy, who had fled the USA. 
At IS, Elijah was sent to Scotland to 
study engineering in Edinburgh. He then 
moved to Detroit, Michigan. 

:Dr. Be;zia.M;n 
CarSon 

McCoy returned to the United States him to an instructor in the use of his pew 
with the hope of obtaining an engineering inventions. Later, Elijah McCoy became 
job, despite his education (and due to a consultant to the railroad industry on 
racism - he was of African descent), patent matters. In reviewing the life of this 
he could only get a job as a fireman and inventor, writers and essayists often note 
oilman on a steam-engine train, shoveling that railroad purchasing agents commonly 
coal into a train's engine and periodically IOsisted on buying "the real McCoy." Other 
lubricating the engine. McCoy found the IOventors were offering lubricators that 
work did not challenge him and sought competed with those of McCoy, but these 
other more productive forms of occupation. agents would accept no substitutes. Many 
It had long been considered a problem that of these authors assert that the phrase "real 
railroad engines were unable to lubricate McCoy" passed out of the specialized 
themselves. At that time, trains and other world of railroad engineering and entered 
machines needed to periodically stop and general usage, where it came to mean "the 
be lubricated, to prevent overheating. genuine article." 

In his free time, McCoy began to While McCoy's inventions made 
consider solutions to this problem, and after millions of dollars, little of this money 
two years, he developed the "lubricating reached his pockets. Lacking the capital 
cup" for steam engines. The cup allowed with which to build his lubrit:ators in large 
for the continuous flow of oil on the gears numbers, he sold many of his patent rights 
domg away with the necessity of shutting to well-heeled investors. In return, he was 
down the machine; allowing trains and given only the modest sums that allowed 
machines to run faster and more efficiently. him to continue his work. McCoy received 
McCoy received a patent for his lubricating at least 52 patents d(jring hiS lifetime (most 
device in 1872. of which dealt with lubricating devices 

McCoy continued to improve upon although he did patent a folding ironing 
his design. Railroad and shipping lines board and self propelled lawn sprinkler) 
began using McCoy's new lubricators and but retained ownership of only a few of 
the Michigan Central Railroad promoted them. 

Benjamin Carson was born in 1951 and 
grew up in Detroit, MI. As a child, Carson 
struggled in school until fifth grade, when 
his mother began taking a more active role 
in his edLlcation by requiring that Carson 
read two books per week and present her 
with book reports. It was not until years 
later that Carson discovered that his mother, 
who possessed a third grade education, 
could not actually read his reports. 

As a young man, Carson also learned 
to master his quick temper, which at one 
point. almost resulted in his stabbing 
another student. After that incident. Carson 
vowed to never agam let his anger control 
him as It had that day. 

Carson had known from a young age 
that he wanted to become a doctor and 
through his hard work and dedication, even 
during the particularly trying moments of 
his youth, won a scholarship to attend Yale 
as an undergraduate in 1969. Following 
his tinle at Yale, Carson attended the 
Umversity of Michigan School of Medic me 
and received his M.D. in 1977. He went on 

.. 
to complete a portion of his neurosurgery 
residency at the University of Michigan 
before transferring to Johns Hopkins for 
the completion of his training. 

Since completing his medical training. 
Dr Ben Carson has been a leader in the 
field of pediatric neurosurgery. In 1984, at 
age 33. he was named the youngest-ever 
director of pediatric neurosurgery at Johns 
Hopkins. He gained further distinction in his 
field in 1987 for his monumental leadership 
of a neurosurgical team in Gennany that 
was the first to successfully 
separate twins conjoined 
at the back of the head. In 
1997. he led another ground
breaking medical team in the 
separation of South African 
twins conjoined at the top of 
the head. 

In addition to his 
pioneering work with twins, 
Dr. Carson also works with 
pallents suffering from 
traumatic brain injuries, brain 

Unfortunately, Elijah McCoy 
suffered in his later years: enduring 
a financial, mental, and physical 
breakdown. McCoy died on October 
10, 1929 from senile dementia caused 
by hypertension after spending a year 
10 the Eloise Infirmary ill Michigan. In 
1975 the Detroit Historical Commission 
renamed a street and erected a cast-iron 
sign honoring Elijah McCoy. 

and spinal cord tumors, achondroplasia. 
neurological and congenital disorders, 
craniosynostosis, epilepsy and trigeminal 
neuralgia. For his extraordinary work 
over the years, Dr. Carson has received 
38 honorary doctorate degrees from 
around the world. He has also published 
more than 100 neurosurgical works and 
three best-selling books. 

--Submitted by the Black Student 
Organization 
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50 what do yO£{ th;nK, Wolly? DITF Proposal 
ByHOLLYC.GILLIS 
Staff Writer 

[ recently cam~ across a copy of tile 
revised version of the Distinctiveness 
Initiative Ta~k Forcc Proposal, "K P11U1 of the 
21 Centwy RCVItilizing A Fellowshtp in 
Lcaming."The Distinctivcness Initiative Task 
force ,md tile Faculty Ex,x:utive Committee 
sent this docume'l1t out to faculty and staff 
on January 21, 2008. While tile committee 
seemingly opted out of reporting the findings 
to the student body, I hope to desenbe how 
these reviSIOns may affcct the remainder of 
your stay here at K or the K Plan of your 
younger brothers, ;isters, cousins (or even 
your kids ... ew). 

The document was prefuced with a 
memorandum which asked faculty, in some 
degree, to blindly vote for the policy changes. 
Initially I was put off by the language usage, 
as it strongly resembled that of a political 
platform: fervently advocate for changes he 
or she would readily implement upon election 
without actually describing the changes 
intended in any great detail. 

At least the writer of this memorandwn 
admits to the ambiguity and muddiness that 
still exists with tile current status of the plan: 
"In endorsing this reVISed DITF plan, the 
fucultywill say yes to a direction for curricular 
change, not to a specific curriculum." Using 
the same type of political language, the 
writer pledges, "If this plan is endorsed, the 

Educational PoltCtes Committee (and other 
fuculty committees) will bring changes to 
acadcrmc policies and reqwn.'IT1e'l1~· to the 
fhculty lor a vote and any such change'S will be 
shaped by furt1ler discwsion." 

This type of language usage persisted 
throughout the document, but once you get past 
tt, tlle proposal itself solmds like it will make 
for an am.'1Zing education for all of K's future 
matnculates. 

TIle committee vows to maintain certain 
aspects of the K Plan, like "An academically 
rigorous major m a discipline, Coursework 
in a second language thOUgil the intermediate 
leve~ First-Year Experience, Study Abroad, 
the Senior Individualized Project" These are 
the a;-pects of the K curriculum which make 
the College so impressive. What's great about 
tlle revisions is that they tend to build on these 
a1ready innovative and meaningful parts of 
critical thinking evolution. Another exciting 
notion is to remove comprehensive exams as 
an overall college requirement and put them at 
the discretion of the department rewarding the 
major-BONUS! 

One of the so-called main components 
of the reVISed OITF proposa1 includes 
expanding upon the first-year experience. TIle 
writers propose to implement more "Bridge" 
opportunities like LandlSea. These options 
would allow ''Cor a greater number of students" 
to have such an experience and perhaps in a 
realm in which they are comfortable. 

Personally, when I recetved the Land/Sea 
infomJatlon, I thought to myself, "Oh yes .. that 
seems like a good idca .. .for the three week.. 
leading up to college I'll do exactly what make'S 
me unhappy. That should be wonderful." With 
only one program to 'bridge' the ttansition from 
high school to college, K is cutting out a large 
portion of the population. Offering alternative 
programs will help involve more srudents and 
still accomplish the 5.1I1le goal of meeting new 
people out of a student's usual comfort zone. 

The committee also advocates for a 
Sernmar Series ID wluch students would take 
a seminar ranging over time from a practical 
application to we at K to abstract and critical 
thinking opportunities to practical applications 
to life after K. One option proposed is to have 
a split mid-<legree seminar for before and after 
study abroad. These seminars would also be 
encouraged to host LACs, while the professors 
leading these senlinars would be encouraged to 
experimentwith the content of these seminars to 
articulate what the professors and students alike 
feel is most inlpOrtant and most educational. 

I would want to know more about the 
Seminar Series before I said 'Yay' or 'Nay' 
to it On the one hand, it could be giving 
students a huge pile of busy work Would this 
then bring down the strength of the student's 
major requirements. ultimately making their 
academics easieI'/ Conversely, it would 
definitely foster more bonds between rellow 
majors. 

Two major focuo;es of the proposal. 
w1thin the panunetcrs of the curcnt K Plan, 
arc the "Exploration and Breadtll" and 
"Connections and Integration" portions. 
Within tile fomlc[ category tllere is discll,,~ion 
of a "Global Studies mmor (perhaps to be 
awarded to all students who fulfil Study 
Abroad, foreign language requirement 
and the Core Seminar Series including an 
interdisciplinary senior seminar on a global 
topic, and study abroad)". 

Maintaining a strong emphasis on study 
abroad, and even giving further academic 
reward for it, I feel is an especially attractive 
fucet of the reVISed proposal. Additionally, I 
believe solidifying the importance learning 
a wide range of topics within the standards 
of the liberal arts curriculum will catch the 
attention offuture high school graduates who 
are looking for more than a large university or 
standard college can offer. 

I think the fuculty part of this movement 
tried to write a program that would allow for 
students to learn exactly what they wanted 
while maintaining a broad global perspective 
as well as an education built on a solid 
folIDdation. It'll beimpresslvewhcnthisplan 
is put to work 

The Faculty Executive Committee beld 
a discussion on January 28'" which "will be 
followed by a faculty vote to endorse the plan 
at its 6" week meeting on February II." I'll 
keep you poSted. 

Men's and Women's Swim Teams in Good Shape for MIAA Championships 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 
')ports Editor 

A strong final weekend of the 
regu1ar season for the Ka1amazoo 
College swim teams leaves them in 
prime positions to perform well at the 
MIAA Championships next week 

The men's team (5-2-1, 5~ 
MIAA) ended its MIAA regular 
season IIDdefeated, which included 
huge victories over Olivet College 
and Hope College, who have beaten 
the Hornets solIDdly in previous 
seasons. 

"Our victories over Olivet 
and Hope were huge steps for our 
team," said junior co-captain Kevin 
Groth. ''We got destroyed by them 
the last couple seasons, so the filet 
that we beat both of them means 

we are certainly moving in the right 
direction. n 

Last Friday, Feb. I, the men tied 
Wabash College in South Bend, 149-
149. Individual victories included 
100 butterfly and 400 individual 
medley for junior Bobby Dekker, 
as well as wins by junior co-captain 
Ryan Booms in the 100 and 200 
breaststroke. 

Solid contnbutions from other 
team members helped Kalamazoo 
hold the lead IIDtiJ the final event, the 
400 freestyle relay. 

At the same meet, hosted by St 
Mary's, the women's team (44, 4-2 
MIAA) won a close one against its 
bosts,149-145. 

'The St Mary's meet ended up 
being a really tight meet," said junior 

Katie Stefl.. ''We really got pumped 
and I think that really showed in 
those last events." 

Stefl. won the 200 butterfly, in a 
meet that came down to final seconds 
and out-touching the opponents. 

. Sophomore Marie Stuve helped 
lead the way with victories in 200 
freestyle, 500 freestyle, and 200 
backstroke. 

The very next day, the two 
teams fuced off at home against 
AJbion College in their final meet of 
the season. The men won 137-100 
and the women came out ahead 143-
126. 

In the final meet, Booms won 
the 100 and 200 breaststroke, and 
freshman AJex Arbour took the 1 
meter diving. 

''It'll be a three-way battle 
between us, Hope, and Olivet," said 
Booms. "But I can't imagine any 
other team having as much desire as 
we do." 

Going into the MIAA 
Championships, the Hornet men 
look to strong contributions from the 
entire team. 

"Everything we've 
accomplished has been done as a 
team, which speaks loudly to the type 
of group we are," said Groth. ''We've 
been working hard all year with the 
goal of winning MIAAs, as well as 
getting top 10 at nationals." 

The win over AJbion gives 
the women their third victory in a 
row, something they can attribute to 
both the youth of the team, as well 

as the leader.;hip coming from the 
upperclassmen. 

''It's nice to know that we have 
the underclassmen to step up when 
things get tough," said sophomore 
Kelsey Breck, "But they wouldn't 
be able to do that without the 
outstanding leadership coming from 
our upperclassmen." 

Breck took the 100 and 200 
freestyle events, while Stefl had 
wins in the 500 freestyle and 200 
individual medley. 

The win gives the women 
confidence going into next weekend 

. as well. 
''I think if we keep doing what 

we have been, and bring that energy 
and fight to the MIAAs, it'll be a 
meet," said Stefl.. 

-

-
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Teds Thoughts: A Play-By-Play of Super Bowl XLII 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 
Sports Editor 

6:00- Oh boy. Here we go. 
The game is still a half hour away 
and I've already had my share 
of wings, cheese sticks, potato 
skins, and beverage. Granted, 
there's no way to prove this, but 
my prediction for the game: 31-17 
Patriots. Write it down. 

6:18- Only FOX would have 
someone from American Idol sing 
the National Anthem . .. sick. 

6:30- Kickoff. I'm surprised it 
started on time. 

6:37- Audi commercial with 
a Godfather parody. Average for 
a beginning commercial; I hope 
they're good this year. The Giants 
are establishing the run fairly well 
in the early goings. Bradshaw and 
Jacobs are setting the tone for the 
game. 

6:45- Giants strike first, 
3-0. On the commercial side, I 
actually enjoyed the Pepsi Maxx 
commercial with the Night at the 
Roxbury theme. Especially for the 
guy with the comb-over. 

6:54- Wes Welker picks up 
an important first down for the 
Patriots to get them into field goal 
range. 

6:58- Rough interference 
call on the Giants - those are the 
sloppy plays that can't happen in 
this high-level game. 

6:59- The Bridgestone 
commercial with the animals 
screaming gave my roommate a 
"cheap laugh." [ accept that. 

7:01- Patriots score a 
touchdown with Maroney, making 
it 7-3. That ought to spice up 
the game a little bit. Boring first 
quarter, I won't lie. 

7:06- The FedEx carrier 
pigeons definitely scored as my 
favorite commercial so far. Giant 
pigeons terrorizing New York? 
Classy. 

7:09- Amani Toomer has a 
stellar sideline catch for nearly 40 
yards. He got away with a hand in 
the defender's face on that one. 

7: 13- Ellis Hobbes grabs a 
lucky bounce interception, off the 
hands of Steve Smith. Clearly, not 
Eli Manning's fault, but that could 
be big. 

7: 15-IRON MAN TRAILER! 
Can't wait! 

7:23- Giants offense looked 
really ugly in that series. 

7:24- Any time a company 
can fit "Thriller" successfully into 

TED'S BRIEFS 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 
Sports Editor 

Woes COlllillue for Men's 
Basketball in OT Loss 

This one hurt more than 
most. A victory slipped through 
the Hornets' (5-13, 2-6 MIAA) 
fingers last Saturday, Feb. 2, at 
home against Alma College. 

With only 17 seconds left 
in regulation and in possession 
of the ball, the Hornets stormed 
back from a 10-point deficit to 
tie up the game at 58 apiece. 

Senior captain Mat 
Kellogg drove to the hoop, 

putting the ball up with a few 
seconds remaining, only to find 
the rim sending it back. 

The game went into overtime 
at that point, Kalamazoo's only 
such period of the season, and 
lost its momentum and handle, as 
the Scots prevatled 77-69. 

The loss gives the Hornets 
their sixth in a row, in a game 
even closer than their previous 
62-66 defeat at Adrian College 
last Wednesday. 

"We've proven we can 
stay tough with any team in our 
league and that's important," said 
sophmore Verelle Kirkwood. "We 

a commercial, I have to give them 
credit. Congratulations, Sobe. 

7:31- The NY running game 
has slowed down quite a bit. They 
haven't gotten a big run yet. As I 
write that, Bradshaw picks up a 
solid first down. 

7:41- There's something 
satisfying about seeing Justin 
Timberlake getting a beat-down. 

7:51- Justin Tuck causes a 
huge fumble for the Giants to help 
end the half. Good to see a Notre 
Dame player do well in a Super 
Bowl. Clearly, the story of the 
game so far has been the Giant 
defense holding the Patriots to 
only seven points in the first half. 
Tuck has five tackles, two sacks, 
and a forced fumble. Still, a lot less 
interesting than I hoped and a lot 
less scoring in this game so far. 

8: 17- Tom Petty was decent 
as the halftime show, but do you 
think they could get any tamer 
for next year? Maybe Faith Hill? 
Maybe someone from American 
Idol, since this is FOX. 

8:37- Twelve men on the field 
for the Giants on the punt. I was 
not even aware this was something 
that could be challenged. Stupid, 
stupid play. The defense needs to 

just need to close games out." 
The Scots significantly 

out-rebounded the Hornets, 45-
31, giving them 27 key second 
chance points. Big free throws 
down the stretch sealed the 
victory for Alma, who went 18-
24 from the charity stripe, and 
11-12 III the OT penod. 

Kellogg finished with 
14 points and four rebounds 
in nearly 40 minutes of play. 
Kirkwood broke out in the game, 
scoring 12 points and snagging 
four rebounds for himself. 

In the loss to Adrian, Kellogg 
scored 29 points and grabbed 13 
points for a double-double. Junior 
Henry McCain had 15 points and 
eight rebounds. 

Kalamazoo plays at home 

step up for the Giants to keep the 
Patriots out of the end zone. 

8:43- Strahan and Tuck and 
killing the Patriots line right now. 
Patriots went for it on 4'" and 13 
and didn't get it. New York catches 
a huge break. It would be a shame 
if they don't win this game, given 
how well they're playing. Keep in 
mind its still 7-3 Patriots. 

9:01- This game is painful. 
The Giants SHOULD be winning. 
Every time they do something 
great, they shoot themselves in the 
foot. Fourth quarter starting and 
the score has been the same since 
the first quarter. Just painful. 

9:06- Commercial- I wish the 
Stewie balloon got the Coke. But 
I suppose Charlie Brown needs an 
upper. 

9:09- Finally, something 
happened! Some solid throws from 
Eli Manning and the Giants are at 
the 12-yard line. 

9: 11- Touchdown Giants! 
With that pass, New York leads 
by three with 11 minutes left. It's 
crunch time. 

9:24- Plaxico misses a huge 
opportunity for a big gain. So 
close! The Giants will punt again. 

9:32- Wes Welker had his II'" 

this Saturday against Hope 
College, which is sure to be an 
exciting match-up. 

"Everyone in the locker 
room knows what it takes," said 
Kirkwood, "We just have to come 
together and get it done." 

Top-Ranked Hope Defeats 
Women's Basketball 

It's never easy to play Hope 
College, and last Saturday was 
no exception. Hope remained 
undefeated at 18-0 after the 
85-58 victory over the Hornets 
(4-15,1-10 MIAA). 

Losing their seventh game in 
a row, Kalamazoo continued its 
season struggles, shooting only 
33 percent from the field. 

catch of the game, and he's driving 
me nuts. I respect him, but he is 
not that fast. They should be able 
to contain him. 

9:39- Moss gets a joke of a 
touchdown. What happened there, 
defense? 

9:42- I love two-minute drives. 
This actually became a good game 
at the end, who knew? 

9:45- Donkey Lips from 
"Salute Your Shorts" attached 
jumper cables to his nipples . . . real 
awkward Not part of the game, by 
the way. 

9:52- Wow!!!! Eli escapes a 
sure-sack and Tyree catches the 
most amazing catch of the game 
off ofhis helmet! They're at the 20 
or so. 

9:56- TOUCHDOWN 
PLAXICO! WIDE OPEN! 

10:03- It's OVER! Wow! 
Best 4'" quarter in years! Manning 
validates his number one draft 
pick status with this. He may not 
get the numbers that Peyton gets, 
but he manages the team just as 
well. Wow. The Patriots are NOT 
the best team ever. This was better 
than anyone's expectations. My 
prediction was off, but Justin Tuck 
wasmyMVP. 

The Flying Dutch held a 
48-34 rebounding advantage, 
even with sop omore Nyemade 
Cooper grabbing nine, and all 
but two Hornets snagging at 
least one rebound. 

With over 1000 fans in 
attendance for thIS one, the 
majority of them rooting for 
the Dutch, the H"mets fell 
behind 43-24 at the half. 

"We need to be able to 
come out solid and strong in 
the second half and play 40 
minutes," said seotor Kelsea 
Howell. 

Cooper led Kalamazoo 
with 17 points, and Howell 
scored 10. 

The Hornets play Albion 
College next Wednesday. 



Students Do It In The Dark to Save Energy 

Est. 1877 

By ALLISON DE]ONGHE 
Staff Writer 

Have you ever wondered just bow 
much energy is wasted on campus? Between 
leaving computers and lights on, the damage 
is serious. 

EnvOrg and the Campus Energy group 
teamed up dwing Week Seven for Do It In 
The DaIk(DllTD) week, to help answer this 
question and to supply future solutions for 
saving energy on campus. 

Do it in the DaIk week is a campaign to 
lower energy consumption on campus. The 
EnvOrgand the Campus Energy group urged 
students to turn off all electronics when they 
were not in use and to unplug power strips in 
order to stop energy drainage. 

Recently, Kalamazoo College joined 
347 other colleges and universities in 
signing theAmerican College & University 

Presidents Climate Commitment and pledged 
to shru]Jly reduce and eventually eliminate all 
campus emissions that contribute to climate 
change. 

Paul Manstrom, chair of the committee 
responsible for ensuring the College adheres to 
its pledge, will be monitoring the donnitories 
during DITID week and oomparing energy 
expenditure to other weeks. 

DllTD week began at Skidmore College 
in New Yolk Their campus energy group used 
the money from energy savings to start a fimd 
for low-income student financial assislance. 

Although EnvOrg sponsored DITID 
week last year, the results were not metered and 
there was no way to tell bow much energy was 
actually saved. This year, K is metering energy 
use in the donns. But that's not the only new 
feature ofDllTD '08. 

"Students needed an incentive to save 

Production of Well Honors Tony-Nominated Alumna 
By TONI SKALICAN 
StaffWriter 

"Kron may well be the best stand-up 
memoirist of American theatre," wrote New 
York Times reviewer Ben in March 2006, 
when Lisa Kron's autobiographical play hit 
Broadway. 

Thursday, February 27"' through 
Sunday, March 2"", K College's own Balch 
playhouse will host the first university 
production of Well, written by Tony award
nominated K alumna Lisa Kron. 

Emily Harpe K'08, a theatre arts major 
who played Hamlet in the faU's all-female 
production of Hamlet, and Grandma in The 
American Dream, will take the lead as Lisa 
Kron in Kalamazoo's production. 

'The character of Lisa walks onstage 

with the intention of presenting a 'theatrical 
exploration' about health and illness," she 
said. 

Although Lisa, the characteJ:, intends for 
a solo performance, "she brings in other actors 
to enact important scenes from her life," said 
Harpe. 

According to Harpe, when the character 
of Lisa bring ber mother, Ann, onstage as an 
example of poor health, Ann "disrupts the 
intended action," causing the play to ''unravel.'' 
As Ann continues to interrupt the play, the 
audience first rea1izes that Lisa's notions of 
sickness and wellness are questionable. 

Professional actress Sharon Williams fills 
the role of Ann. "It's very difficult for students 
to play people in their late 60's and 70's," said 
the play's director and professor of theatre arts, 

Ed Menta. "We haven't done a guest actress in 
a while, and I couldn't think of a better local 
actress," 

Menta believes that his theatre students 
benefit immensely from spending time with 
a professional actor, observing her "discipline 
and sense of self." 

"Working with Sharon has been 
fantastic," said Harpe. "It really feels like a 
mother-daughter relationship that we have. I 
admire her so much." 

However, what Menta describes as 
the most "special" aspect of their play is the 
fact that the cast has had the opportunity to 
meet the real people they will be playing -
Lisa Kron, and her parents, who attended a 

Continued on page 2 

energy," says EnvOrgpresident Jenna Hertz. 
"One of our goals this year is to convince 
the college to use the money saved to start a 
fimd to purchase renewable energy." 

This goal ooincides with EnvOrg's 
commitment to "getting the administration 
to recognize students' oommilment to 
energy savings and green energy," said 
Hertz. EnvOrg also bopes to bring about a 
forward shifrin students' thinking and act on 
changing their energy consumption. 

There are many online resources 
to calculate the impact of your carlxJn 
emissions, including www.carbonfootprint. 
com and www.epa.gov/climatechange. 
There are also searchable websites like 
www.friendsgreen.com. which allows users 
to donate proceeds from their searches to 
fimd a portfolio of reforestation projects to 
combat global wanning. 

PhotolKomal Chughtai 

Discovery Externships Low in 2008 IN THIS ISSUE 
By HANNAH 
HOlMES-ROBBINS 
Staff Writer 

Perhaps you've 
participated in an Externship 
already, or maybe you just 
finisbed the final touches on 
your application. 

Even if you decided not 
to apply, chances are you've 
heard about K's award 
winningDiscovery Externship 

Program, which the CCD 
describes as "opportunities to 
explore a career interest area 
in a hands-on setting, while 
building relationships that have 
the potential to be meaningful 
and lasting." 

One of the highlights of 
the externship program is the 
homestay, an "integral part 
of the Discovery Externship 

Program" which the CCD 
touts as the time "where the 
' real connection' happens 
between you and the 
sponsor." 

Yet to the disappointment 
of many students, this year's 
externship book offers 20 
fewer opportunities than 

Continued on page 6 
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These photos were taken of part of a triptych art insta
!arion. For more, see the article on page 4. 
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Well Brings Alumna Back 
Continued from page 1 

When the play-selection advisory 
conunittee, comprised of K students and 
fucuJty, decided to produce Well, no one 
imagined it would develop into what 
Menta ca1Is "Lisa Kron Week." 

Kron has spent the past week in the 
Kalamazoo giving public readings from 
her plays as well as attending K College 
rehearsal Menta described her as being 
YefY generous with her time. 

''We just like to bave her back," he 
said. 

According to Harpe, when Lisa sat 
in on a rehearsal this weekend, she was 
ternbly nervous. 

''But she was lovely and gave me 

a hug immediately after. She seemed to 
really enjoy it and gave us a lot of great 
co=ents," said Harpe. 

''! think it's important that we know 
about the achievements of our successful 

alums," said Menta. He clarified that 
he did not mean this on a superficial, 
"materialistic" leve~ but instead, that 
students should recognize that "this 
particular hbernl arts experience has meant 
something to the doctors, artists, scientists, 
etc," that bave pursued an integrntive 
educationatK. 

Well, a coUaborntion of the entire 
theatre arts depar1men~ has been made 
possible by the generosity of the Arcus 
Foundation. The play will nm Thursday 
through Saturday, February 28, 29, and 
March I, at 8 p.m, and Stmday March 
2, !ll 2 pm. Tickets are $10 for students 
and seniors, and $15 for adults. Thursday 
tickets will be sold for $1 prior to the 
perfonnance. In addition, Kron will host 
a book signing rereption following the 
Friday perfotmanee. 

Students unable to attend can 
anticipatethe play'srevival onFriday,April 
18, in the third week of spring quarter. 
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By MARY CORCORAN 
Staff Writer He only sounds like 

an overachiever. 

"Hey, guess what the Canadians are 
doing?" 

The Index makes no endorsement of the 
points of view and opinions expressed in ar· 
tic)es or letters appearing within its pages. AU 
opinions are the work of the authors. Focus on your breathing and your .. . 

-heard by anonymous in Biggby's 

Enlightened first-year: "Bjork is my 
Buddha." 

Guyon cell phone: "I have a meeting Oh, sweet independence. 
at eight, nine, ten, eleven and Contart Us 

-heard by ArtMonster at meditation 
Sitting 

twelve ... but the last two are with VerkJempt Sophomore: "Can you zip 1200 Academy Street 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49006 

index@kzoo.edu 

myself." me?" 
--heard by anonymous at the library --heard by FroggeI' in the hallway 

80th Academy Awards Reflects Hope for Art Form 
By ADAM WARNER 
Contributor 

This year's Academy Awards Ceremony offered something 
completely new: authentic change. Last year's show was historic 
because Martin Scorsese won his long-<Jverdue fum Oscar, and the 
showitselfwent"green." AI Gore and Leo DiCaprio's lecture about 
the environment was a bitter pill to swallow against the backdrop of 
an event that held fust to its gJitz and glamour. 

Progressive politics couJcIn't do it, but a draWlHlut writers' 
strike brought the industrY to its knees and its biggest event down 
to size. With YefY real speculation that the 80" annual ceremony 
would not take place at ~ everyone realized life would indeed go 
on without the Oscars. As a result, the show dicIn't pretend to be the 
center of the universe. 

If not for the writers' strike then the movies themselves 
oonlnbuted to the ghb mood. The two front-nmners No Counl!y 
for Old Men and There Will Be Blood are dade., challenging and 

nihilistic. ThecIosestnomination to aromance storYwasAtonement, 
a film that embodies a kind of hopelessness. Oitics suggested that 
the movies of 2007 and 2008 expressed the complexity of this 
historicalmomentAmericaandAmericansarecbanging;escapisrn 
is no longer an option. 

The Academy, in tum, reflected this shift in perspective rnther 
than remaining steadfust in their marketable optimism. 

While no single film swept the categories, the academy 
chose not to be defiant in the fuce of art The new American classic 
No Country for Old Men was honored with four awards: best 
supporting actor (Javier Bardem) as well as best adapted screen 
play, best directors and best picture (Joel'and Ethan Cohen). 

Notably, no American actors took home Oscars. Marion 
Coti1Jard of France won best actress for her portrayal of the tragic 
Edith Piaf in La J1e En Rose. The supetb Daniel Day Lewis won 
for his complex perfotmanee in There Wlil Be Blood. 

The high moment of the nigh~ however, was the result of an 

error. Czech musician/actor Marketa Irglova of alice was abruptly 
cutoffwhen accepting heraward forbestsong, butHostJonStewart 
invited Irglova backafterthecornmercial break to applause from Ihe 
audience. It was that rare moment when an artist who isn't inhibited 
by the maintenance of her image says something authentic. 

She declared that Once, a small, Irish inck:pendent film made 
on a $100,000 budget, offered hope in its tale of two alienated 
people who reached each other through song. Hope is for everyone, 
she said, reminding the Hollywood and television audience that 
art comes from the imagination of individuals, not studios and 
industrY. 

At the end of the nigb~ the results were more or less expected, 
but this year's ceremony was anything but predictable. In a year 
marked by strife, diffurence, depth and death, the Academy 
acknowledged the changing fiIce and attitude of American culture. 
It doesn'ttakeAI Gore or a political agenda to JX'OI11Ole change; ~ 
when given a chance, can and will do that on its own. 
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Kalamazoo: Lost and Found 
By MARY CORCORAN 
Staff Writer 

Locally, Pam O'Connor, author of 
Kalamazoo: Lost and Found, is known for 
her preservationist efforts and extensive 
knowledge of the history of the West 
Main Hill neighborhood and K College's 
campus. 

At last week's LAC hosted by the 
Foundations House, O'Connor shared with 
a room of some seventy students aspects 
of Kalamazoo's richest architectural and 
social history. 

O'Connor attended K, where she 
majored in art history and first became 
interested in exploring the neighborhoods, 
her familiarity with the K community 
evident as she addressed the packed 
room. 

Through a slideshow and anecdotes, 
O'Connor painted an image of yesterday's 
Kalamazoo. A pillar for students and faculty 
alike, Henderson Castle, built in 1890, is a 
nationally recognized historic place, and 
while the West Main Hill neighborhood 
has long been a national historic site, it is 
only recently that it earned local historic 
site status. 

O'Connor explained that when the 

castle was first built atop the hi ll, original 
owners Frank and Mary Henderson chose 
not to level surrounding grounds, resulting 
unusually in nearby houses being built 
directly on the natural contours qf the 
land. 

After the completion of his own castle, 
Mr. Henderson built several smaller houses 
to neighbor his. Homes in the West Main 
Hill neighborhood have long belonged to 
prominent civic leaders and less recently, 
executives from Kalamazoo's once 
thriving paper mill industry. 

As the community has changed and 
grown, so too has its architecture. As a 
former commissioner for the Kalamazoo 
Historic Preservation Commission, 
O'Connor stressed the importance of 
preservation as an architectural entity, 
but also as it serves the environment by 
reusing materials and making repairs 
instead of knocking down aged houses to 
put up new ones. 

After the presentation concluded, 
O'Connor stayed after to answer questions 
from curious students. "It was interesting 
to see the history she discovered by 
wandering around a little bit and getting 
out of the bubble," said Jes Kramer K'll. 
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Students Rally for Peace 
By JILLIAN MCLAUGHLIN 
Features Ed itor 

Through the archways of First United 
Methodist Church, down the stairways 
and into the peace party to end the war in 
Iraq! Peace flags, peace buttons, and peace 
T-shirts decorate the near wall, looking 
for a peaceful person to buy them to fund 
the government's tentative Department of 
Peace. Bob Marley's enissing, and oddly 
enough, excepting the peace symbols, all 
traces of hippie culture are absent too. I 
find myself in a room full of old, white 
people and K students. 

But the Kalamazoo peace movement 
proves difficult to categorize. Last year, 
the Kalamazoo community sent three 
buses full of people from vastly different 
backgrounds to protest the war in Iraq in 
Washington D.C. Different groups from 
Western Michigan University involve 
themselves in peace activity from time 
to time. The most ubiquitous members 
of the push to end the war in Iraq are the 
Quakers. 

Members of the Kalamazoo Quakers 
roam about, greeting other friends in the 

peace movement. I am informed there's 
a couple there who are on the FBI's list 
of people to watch. The room fills with 
people waiting to hear Raed Jarrar, an Iraqi 
political analyst and Patricia McCann, 
an Iraqi war veteran, talk on the "Speak 
for Peace" tour. K's Amnesty contingent 
enters; Olga Bonfiglio and several 
members of her peace class settle in. The 
push to end the war is alive and thriving 
in Kalamazoo despite its disappearance 
from the national radar in favor of sound 
bites from Barack Obama. 

Speakers Jarrar and McCann called 
for nothing but a complete withdrawal 
from Iraq on Monday night to a mostly 
receptive crowd. After a brief introduction 
from Jessica Flores of the American 
Friends Service Comtnittee, a Quaker 
group, our keynote speaker stands up 
in his brown hoodie to talk about the 
complexities of American foreign policy, 
or rather its simplicity. 

"The U.S . government with its two 
different parties doesn't have two or three 

Cont inued on page 7 

Munch Money Rolls Over, Sodexho Hires Vegan Chef 
By LISA PHILLIPS 
News Editor 

Undoubtedly the most 
important question on campus this 
quarter has been: 

''Where has all the Munch 
Money gone?" 

The answer is finally here, 
along with exclusive details about 
plans for the Richardson Room, 
formerly known as the Quad Stop. 

Munch Money from winter 
quarter will roll over to spring, said 
Sodexho General Manager Mark 
Wilson. Essentially, students will 
have double their normal amount of 
spending. 

These funds will be used at 
the brand-new Richardson Room, 
which will replace the Quad Stop 
as the alternative food stop on 
campus. 

The room will function much 
like a grab-and-go stop for snacks, 

with a wide variety of deli-style 
sandwiches, fresh fruits, wraps, 
salads, and other locally-grown 
foods available. 

Fried foods, such as French 
fries, hamburgers, or chicken 
nuggets, will not be sold at the new 
Richardson Room 

'The room was designed by 
the college not to incorporate fried 
foods, as there's no way to allow 
for a grease cover. It 's a healthier 
choice," said Catering and Retail 
Manager Cindy Flickinger. 

Jazzman's Coffee will be sold 

and an option for sorbets. 
This new facility will be 

open from 8 A.M. until enidnight 
on weekdays, unlike the previous 
Quad Stop which only opened in 
the evenings. Night hours will be 
available on weekends. 

The Richardson Room will 
not have popular games such as 
pool and ping pong, but these will 
occupy an adjacent Game Room 
planned for the renovated Hicks 
Center. A nearby Movie Room is 
also being built, and an outdoor 
patio will offer alternate seating in 

at this new food stop, which is much warmer weather. 
like Starbucks and has a contract The Richardson Room is 
with Sodexho, said Wilson. slated to open in enid-to-late April if 

Smoothies will also be on construction goes according to plan, 
the menu, as will the ever-popular said Tom Ponto, Vice President for 
tnilkshakes. "We'll still be shaking, Business and Finance. The room 
rattling, and rolling," said Executive was named after a major donor to 
Chef Paul Carter. Other ideas the College, and will be located 
proposed include a yogurt machine, • where the President's Lounge used 

to be in Hicks. 
Menu options are certainly not 

finalized yet. Wilson encouraged 
student input, and students can 
offer suggestions by posting notes 
on the Comment Board located in 
the current cafeteria, or going to 
the Dining Services page on K's 
website. 

Other changes around the 
cafeteria have been incorporated 
since the opening of the new 
facility. 

The college is working to offer 
a wider variety of vegetarian and 
vegan options, and has hired Jacob 
Asperburger, a chef who specializes 
in this area. 

"K. is the only college I have 
ever heard of that has a specific 
vegetarian/vegan chef," said Carter. 

This will allow the college to 
offer a better variety of vegetarian 
and vegan offerings, and ensure 

the Validity of such options. 
"Asperburger is policing the 
ingredients used like a zealot," said 
Sous Chef James Meade. 

Also, the cafeteria is working 
with Farms2K to incorporate more 
locally-grown foods into the menu, 
which it will purchase out of Niles, 
MI, as the weather warms up, said 
Wilson. 

In the future, Carter hopes to 
have the K College cafeteria start 
growing some of its own food in 
a small garden. "We're looking at 
that possibility, but there are lots of 
rules to go through," he said. 

Sodexho can be contacted for 
comments by using the Comment 
Board, located beneath the mural by 
the beverage station. Students are 
also encouraged to visit the Dining 
Services website, where cafeteria 
menus and upcoming special events 
are posted daily. 
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Third Instalation of Art SIP Includes Performance Element 
By KATIE HARLOW 
StalfWriter 

Over the past week, you may 
have noticed a tea ceremony taking 
place in the FAB display case. This 
ceremony is one part of a triptych art 
piece titled "b syncopated," which is 
the third of six installations that will 
comprise Julia Gartrell's K '08 SIP. 

wanted to highlight the 'off beats' 
in our culture. She stated that she is 
trymg to "pick apart the seams of 
what we take for granted and what 
we take at face value." 

be; the liquid's gone but there's still 
remnants of it" 

TIle middle panel of the piece 
features a table and tea set, comprising 
the perfonnance aspect of 0artreU's 
SIP. For one hour a day, Gartrell and a 
mend conduct a tea ceremony within 
the display. 

"We use [coffee 1 as a drug, a 
substance that we use ralber than a 
substance that we enjoy, especially in 
a college atmosphere," said Gartrell. 

Gartrell said that our use of 
coffee shows "a really different 
attitude of taking things into your 
body, in opposition to tea, where you 
sit down and !bere's a ceremony." 

through trash," said Gartrell. "We 
put things in trashcans to get them 
away from ollr lxxIies, and then 
they just disappear from our lives, 
but someone is having to deal with 
them" 

Gartrell titled her piece to 
play on the "B" plastered on all 
of the Biggby's cups that make 
up a large part of the display. 
Second, syncopation is process of 
highlighting the offbeats, especially 
in a piece of music. 

Three separate panels compose 
the installation, which Irugely focuses 
on !be concept of time in consumer 
culture. The first panel is a god of 
disposable coffee cups sewn together 
to show the constructional aspect of 
tune. 

Gartrell explained that this 
panel "mimics the construction of 
the cup by standardizing it and facing 
!bem outward." It also shows viewers 
"where the purpose of the cup used to 

This panel is meant to address 
our actual relationship with time. 
By presenting the tea set along with 
a ceremony so that time is explicitly 
and intentionally meted out, Gartrell 
wanted to subvert the relationship 
with the disposable coffee that is 
represented in the remainder of !be 
piece. 

The third panel of dle triptych 
is a pile of disposable coffee cups 
that daily increases in size. This final 
panel is about the continual aspect of 
time. 

Gartrell's goal is not to attack 
consumers, but rather to help 
us recognize the effects of our 
practices. 

,,[The coffee cups are 1 just 
going to continue to accumulate and 
so that speaks to how we are always 
accumulating," she said "It's not 
just the trash hut the practices, like 
getting rid of the reusable, ceramic, 
traditional, ritualistic-type things." Specifically, Gartrell said she 

"We're always amassing these 
things. By continuing collecting 
them, it shows the process of going 

Laramie Project Production Thrives Despite Anti-Gay Protests 
By MARY CORCORAN 
StalfWriter 

When notorious gay-bashing preacher and 
propagandist Fred Phelps announced on his 
website, godbatesfags.com, that he would picket 
a Kalamazoo, Michigan high school production 
of The Larnmie Project, locals responded - but 
no one in the community foresaw the good that 
would come out ofhis ultimately empty threat 

Set in Laramie, Wyoming, 1998, the play 
documents the community's reaction to the 
brutal beating and murder of gay University of 
Wyoming student, Matthew Shephard 

The play, which is the second most popular 
production performed on the high school and 
university level in the country, is often the target 
of bate, and Phelps and parishioners of the 
Westboro Baptist Church (WBC) are regularly 
the loudest, most visible demonstrators. 

Phelps, who is fuatured as a character 
in the play protesting Shepard's fimeral, bas 
called it "a perverted, tacky showing presented 
by the Fags to help generate sympathy for their 
abominations." 

Phelps's daughter, Nancy-Phelps Roper, a 
parishioner and attorney for the Topeka-based 
church, said in a phone interview that she 
expected "no more than ten" ofthecongregation's 
awroximately 70 parishioners to protest the 
Ka1amazoo production. 

When opening night anived on FebruaIy 
22nd, security at the high school was tight, with 
police and school safety officers stopping every 
person looking to enter the theatre. No press was 
allowed and no one entered wilbout a ticket 

In the theatre's lobby, seven activist groups 
including PeaceJam, Michigan Equality, and 
Triangle Foundation, distnbuted literature and 
spoke with attendees. 

Outside, a small group of exclusively local 
protesters were quickly deterred by police and 
a peaceful, student-led counter protest The 
students of Ka1amazoo Central High School 
dotmed angel wings and white gowns, having 
been inspired by a scene in!be original production 
of The Laramie Project, in which Shepard's 
friends and fellow students do the same and join 
bands to ''block the bate" generated by Phelps 
and his group at Shepard's assailants' trial. 

Stop The Hate in Kalamazoo Coalition, 
a group fonned directly in response to Phelps' 
announced intentions, is comprised of twelve 
community activist groups, many who know the 
WBC all too well. 

According to the coalition, Phelps bas a 
long history of annoWlCing intentions to protest 
against events in order to incite rage and bate 
within a given community. Phelps's group, which 
is regularly monitored by the Anti-Defamation 
League, frequently does not show up; the buzz 
of media attention surrounding their protests 
achieves their goal of entertaining and giving 
voice to bate. 

Even from a distanoe, the WBC's message 
of bate was clear. Phelps-Roper decried 
community inaction against the production
"God bates Kalamazoo and every member of 
this community," she said in a phone interview. 
As for the yOWJg cast, Phelps-Roper bad equally 
strong words: "Shame on them - they couldn't 

do anything if they were not propped up and 
supported and sponsored by parents and the city 
and the state - they're just doing what they do 
in doomed America," she said "It's a favorite 
pastime of this nation to corrupt the youth as 
yOWJg as they can get the job done." 

And yet Kevin Dodd, assistant director of 
the bigh school production, thanked the WBC 
after the show. "They gave us something as a 
community to push against - to get fucused, get 
moving," he said 

At the forefront of the movement was 
the Ka1amazoo-based Arcus Foundation, a 
group committed to acbieving socia\ justice 
for all people. They countered the bate first by 
co-sponsoring the high school production, and 
second, by organizing and fimding a visit from 
Moises Kaufinan, playwright and director of 
the award-winning original production of The 
Laramie Project. In a press conference, Kaufinan 
praised thestudents forhaving inherited thewords 
of a community that was in great mourning, and 
using them as a tool to soul search. 

"High school students are leading perhaps 
themostenlightened dialogue in the community," 
he said 

Nearly a decade ago, when Kaufinan and 
his company at The Tectonic Theatre Project first 
traveled to Laramie to conduct interviews with 
community residents, they were struck by the 
town's tremendous likeness to the rest of small
town USA There is "something truly profoundly 
American about this play," said Kaufinan, who 
credits its strength to the unbiased portrayals of 
each interviewee and the careful respect exercised 

on behalf of even homophobic perspectives. 
'The Laramie Project doesn't advocate 

anything," said Kaufman. "I want to believe that 
good ideas will come to the surface and bad ideas 
will perish under their own weight" 

In the years since his play kicked off the 
Sundanoe Film Festival in 2002, Kaufinan bas 
not bad contact with Phelps. "He's not there 
to talk to anybody," said Kaufman. "He's not 
interested in dialogue." 

NotevenPhelps could mufHe the optimistic 
and encouraging dialogUe in Kalamazoo, as 
the high school production sold out each of its 
five perfonnances and the community banded 
together to show its support 

Despite the initial shock surrounding 
Phelps's announcement, student actor Emily 
Deering said ofber community, "In 48 hours, we 
were one." 

'The play is not really about Matthew 
Shepard, but the many ways that a community/ 
school reacts to acts of prejudice, discrimination, 
and violence," said high school theater director 
Topber Barrett in his Director's Note. 

When Barrett first proposed to put on The 
Laramie Project, he was met with tmeXpected, 
but welcome support from students, parents and 
!be administration. 

"I was sort of scared that I didn't get more 
resistance," he said Anticipating controversy 
from the beginning, he carefully screened his cast 
and worked extensively to educate his students. 

For the student-actors, The Laramie Project 

Continued on page 7 
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• K Co//e:r '$ rLdure? 
Women's Center Sought to Offer Safe Haven from Oppression 
By SARA GOLDSTEIN 
Contributor 

It is tempting to believe 
that women have achieved 
equality, that society does 
not discriminate against 
women, and that there is no 
need for feminist activism 
or change anymore. But the 
truth is exactly the opposite: 
every day, women encounter 
systemic oppression. Here 
are several examples: 

-As the 'It Affects Me' 
Campaign addressed, the 
culture of rape surrounds 
all of us constantly. Some 
statistics that reflect rape 
culture are as follows: 
(statistics gathered from 
George Mason University 
Sexual Assault Services 
website) 

-lout of 3 American 
women will be sexually 
assaulted in her lifetime 
(lout of 4 women will be 
sexually assaulted during 

college) 
-89% of sexual assaults 

are committed by somebody 
the victim knows 

-For every sexual assault 
reported, 3-10 go unreported. 
At Kalamazoo College, four 
reports of rape have been 
made since January of 2005 
(this number was found on the 
campus security website). This 
means, statistically, that up 
to 40 went unreported on this 
campus alone since 2005. 

-One manifestation of 
rape culture on our camps 
is the notorious website, 
kzooconfessional.com. On 
this website, you can find 
anonymous statements like, 
"Yea guys might stop raping 
girls if they just shot them," 
"[Female name] is a fucking 
cunt," "She seemed kind of 
bitchy, but she had a really 
great rack!," "HOLY FUCKIN 
SHIT I WILL RAPE YOU 
ALL," "I need a live woman 

to fill with my fluid a delicate 
girl. to mutilate, fuck and 
kill," etc. Such statements 
are actively contributing to 
a negative environment for 
women on this campus. Other 
similar statements attack 
people of color, Jewish people, 
and those who identify as gay 
or lesbian. 

-Many of the courses we 
take don't include women 
authors, theorists, or experts. 
Take a look at your course 
syllabi. Count the number of 
women. Now count the number 
of women of color. Count the 
number of lesbians. Count the 
number of women who are not 
Christian, and so on. 

-At night, campus is not 
well-lit, security telephones 
are difficult to find, and there 
is no campus program that will 
safely walk students home if 
they live off campus. 

-Sitting in Biggby's the 
other day, I overheard a male 

student talking about his 
Women's History class. He 
said something similar to the 
following: "Why should I care 
about Women's History? It's 
not REAL history." 

-Not one of the multi
disciplinary women's studies 
courses available is required 
for the completion of a major. 

-Last weekend, a 
pornography reenactment 
event (not sponsored by the 
school) was held in DeWaters. 
There were prizes for the 'best' 
reenactment. 

-Women's athletics' are 
consistently not taken seriously 
on this campus and are not 
widely supported by students 
or the school. 

One way to address 
such blatant discrimination, 
violence, hatred, and disregard 
of women is by implementing 
a Women's Center on campus. 
Such a center would provide 
resources, programming, 

education, and a safe space 
for women. A center such 
as this would coordinate the 
existing women's resources 
available on campus and 
work toward improving 
women's experiences at K 
College. This center would 
promote a healthier, more 
beneficial environment for 
women as well as people 
of color, people who are 
differently-abled, and others 
who suffer from related 
oppression. 

More information will 
be provided about this 
initiative during the first 
week of spring quarter, 
so stay tuned! If you are 
interested in working to end 
the oppressIOn of women, 
consider contacting the 
Women's Resource Center, 
SASA, POWER, SHAG, 
Women and Science, or 
the Women's Studies 
Department. 

The Need for a Women's Center on Campus: A Male Perspective 
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By ERIC BEERS & DAVID HYMAN 
Contributors 

As men we are privileged 
with the ability to remain ignorant 
to women's issues and women's 
movements. Dealing with women's 
issues certainly is not easy to 
confront because of the history of 
gender relations around the world. 
As men, we are implicated as the 
oppressors of more than half of our 
popUlation. 

polarizing and highly stigmatized 
action. 

We became involved with women's 
issues on campus following the rape of 
a close friend by another K College 
student. We wanted to help our friend, 
and we decided the best way to do this 
was to focus our energies on expanding 
our understanding of sexual assault and 
by educating others about its effects. 

for women's issues can bring. Together 
this group of men and women began 
to confront these issues on campus and 
raise awareness to their existence. 

We support the initiative for 
the formation of a women's center. 
Having a central location that could 
help coordinate and support women, 
women's issues and women's 
programming on campus is a critical 
step in the direction of gender equality. 
In our vision, this center would also be 
integral in educating and incorporating 
men more productively into the 
discussion of these issues. 

educate men on these problems, a 
women's center with a permanent staff 
member and centralized resources 
would be much more capable of 
working toward incorporating men 
into the discussion. 

However, we must address 
these issues if we are to continue 
progressing towards an egalitarian 
society. Even on this campus, taking 
on these issues can become a very 

At first the depth of women's 
issues on campus was overwhelming. 
However, because the newly formed 
group was open and receptive to these 
issues, more women came forward to 
share their experiences and we realized 
the potential for change that advocating 

Instead of leaving it up to student 
groups and personal choice to try and 

If we want to solve these issues 
we need to learn how to communicate 
and how to live together in a way that 
is not oppressive to more than half 
of the world. As men we have the 
responsibility to take an active part 
in this struggle and we feel strongly 
that a women's center on campus 
would help both women and men 
strive to create a more egalitarian 
society. 
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Chapel Chat: Discovering Parents' Human Qualities 
By ASHLEY LOYD 
Associate Chaplain 

Sometimes I don'tknow who my 
parents are. Raised in a consetvative 
Christian home in Texas, I grew up 
sheltered and was teased in middle 
school for being naive. Looking back, 
it seems 1 was safe; 1 was ignorant of 
the things I hope that my children will 
be ignorant ot; though realistically 1 
doubt that is a possibility. 

My father was a strong Christian 
and loving father. He still is ... 
just there's more to it On several 
occasions when I was 14, 1 saw my 
dad watching pornography. It really 
distressed me. 1 felt like I should take 
action, maybe tell my mom Instead, 
1 was close to my older brother, so 1 
told him. He didn't see why it was 
so upsetting for me---I' d found out 
Dad was human, now what's the 

problem? 
For me, the ramifications of 

discovering this truth were huge. 
I questioned wbether my dad was 
happy and if be was satisfied with 
my mother? Would 1 ever be able 
to satisfy my husband, or was this 
the best I could hope for? Would 
he have or was he having an affuir? 
The situation made me feel ugly and 
inadequate. He was a hypocrite-
how could he believe his preachings 
on "sexual pwity"? 

Because my parents were my 
main source of information about 
God, and my most identifiable 
religious image was of "God the 
futher," I had a hard time--then and 
Iater-thinking about and trusting 
God. 

At last week's Jama, "Unmet 
Expectations," speakeIS discussed the 

ways in which their parents shaped 
their paths thus far, and how views 
of their parents have evolved. Regis 
Hanna K '07 said his relationship with 
his parents is cbanging as a result of 
being away at college, and Brady 
Donaldson K '08 talked about how 
she reached a point with her mother 
where the line between parent and 
child were blurred. 

Our parents help sculpt our lives 
but sometimes they go too fur. What 
do we forgive? It was not okay that 
my futher watched pornography. It 
will not be okay if in the futui-e my 
partoer does. But as Donaldson said, 
we can't let the expectations we have 
for our parents blind us to the filet that 
they are real people. 

After 1 went to college, and I 
became - God forbid - a feminist, my 
relationship with my futher worsened. 

It seemed be would pick fights just to 
hurt me; things like equal ernployment 
opportunities and violence against 
women were abstract and theoretical 
to hirn--but personal to me. 

I hated that I would cry when 
we argued. I was so passionate and 
be just wouldn't listen or respect me. 1 
once told my sister-in-law about how 
his making assumptions and thinking 
he knew me wasn't filir. She said the 
situation was completely the opposite, 
that my futher was very much aware 
and scared by the filet that he didn't 
know me. 

My futher and I now have a good 
relationship, and this is in part due to 
me assuming more responsibility 
for its success, when before 1 had 
deferred to him as the "adult" We are 
more respectful towards each other, 
and despite there still being things 

we don't talk about, we have reached 
an undeIStanding and agreed that 
we want to be a part of each other's 
lives. 

It is up to us to decide who we 
want to be, the ways in which we 
would like to be like our parents, and 
the ways we would like to differ. At 
Jama, Annie Schimon K'06 said that 
her parents' hatred for one another 
has made it hard for ber to undeIStand 
what loving relationships look like. 

Zaide Pixley's situation diffeIS 
from Schirnon's, butshetoo "deviated 
from her parents' script" When 
relating to ourparents, it's important to 
keep Zaide's advice in mind: we must 
live our life and dreams, not theirs; we 
need to deal with the pain we have 
from them, before it deals with us; 
and we must have the courage to get 
help when we need it 

Fewer Extemship Homestays SKWIRRELS By JAMES SPICA 
Continued from page 1 

that of last year with just over half 
including a homestay, far below the 
CCO's boast that "over 66 percent 
offer homestays." 

How does the CCO explain this 
significant drop? Although they're 
not exactly sure, Career Counselor 
Jessie Wagner (K '04) says it has to 
be expected. 

"The nature of the externship 
program is that there is an ebb and 
flow with our sponsors. They are 
real people who have different life 
circumstances from year to year," 
said Wagner. 

"It just so happens that this year 
we have less sponsors, but that does 
not forecast future years in any way." 

One possible explanation is that 
many alumDl don't feel themselves in 
a position either family- or career-wise 
to host a student for the summer. 

"[ thought about hostmg an extern 
but the fit wasn't right job-wise," said 
alumnus Dr. Jonathan Rosenberg. 

As far as a homestay, Rosenberg 

said, "The key to me is the job because 
we are not interested in just being a 
hotel. I have no issue with letting a 
student live with us if that student is 
also working with me on something." 

Alumna Dr. Carol Prigan 
expressed similar reservations. 

"I have been asked to bost an 
extern, but have not been in a position 
to do so. First of all, Imtil about a year 
and a half ago, 1 was primarily self
employed, and my work didn't seem 
to fit the sorts of things desired for 
an extern position," she said. "My 
family and I are unable to host anyone 
at home because we do not have any 
extra space." 

What exactly will future years 
bring for the Externship program~ 
Pam Sotherland say~ that since the 
director of the CCO recently left the 
college to pursue other career options, 
they are not sure. 

"Priorities for the future have not 
been established," Sotherland said. 

The results of this year's 
externsbip acceptances will be 
announced Friday of I O,b week. ·WELL I CAN FITEIGHr ACORNS IN MY CHEEKS'-
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Phelps Protests Laramie Project Anti-War Speakers Gamer Support 
Continued from page 4 

became more than an artistic expression of 
social commentary. Even before the cast 
and crew began learning their lines and 
designing the set, Barrett organized a trip 
for his students to see the play performed 
in Wisconsin, more than four hours' drive 
away. 

to know Laramie and its residents through 
reading and reciting testimonials, Whimper 
said he had learned more than tolerance -
he had learned acceptance by opening up his 
mind and coming to truly respect others. 

Continued from page 3 

different policies," said Jarrar, 'They 
have one policy, they justmarketitdifferently 
and that's 'extreme interventionism'." 

occupying Iraq. 
Since her return to the States, she 

joined the Iraq Veterans Against the War 
and developed a cynical take on the war. 

"1 think the reason the U.S. got 
involved in Iraq is because of a little thing 
called the military-industrial complex. You 
might have heard of it," said McCann. 

Kalamazoo Central's production 
concludes with a slideshow of pictures 
accompanied by names, ages, dates and cities, 
followed by a clear and simple message: 

With the passion of a man on a mission, 
Jarrar engages the crowd with one-liners: 
"Who are we to contain Iran? Why don't 
we contain ourselves (the U.S.) first?" McCann outlined several 

Despite Barrett's vigorous prepping, 
the production suffered some significant 
setbacks during its six weeks of rehearsal 
(one ensemble member quit the company less 
than two weeks before opening night). More 
indicative of the social implications of The 
Laramie Project in Middle America is the 
experience of one student who accepted an 
ensemble role, only to quit the following day 
after his mother forbade his participation. 

Some were gay. 
Some were transgendered. 
Some were straight. 
Homophobia killed them all. 

After the performance, the cast of nine 
expressed their hopes, urging the community 
to maintain its togetherness and raised 
awareness, and to keep the conversation of 
change going, even after the curtain closes. 

He also introduced an idea of 
citizenship that remains profoundly absent 
in most Americans. "I felt it was my 
personal responsibility because I'm a U.S. 
taxpayer to clean up the streets of New 
Orleans," he said 

For U.S. taxpayers, he presents a clear 
message: You have enough problems here 
- stay out of other countries. 

McCann followed Jarrar. She served in 
the first round of troops sent to Iraq and had 
some misgivings about the management 
of the war. After Saddam Hussein was 
captured and the troops remained in Iraq, 
she questioned the U.S. 's reasons for 

developments she found disturbing, 
including the proliferation of Junior 
Readiness Training Center (JRTC) schools 
in the United States. She highlighted the 
military practice of testing vaccines on 
soldiers and pharmaceutical company 
contracts. 

"The military uses people, abuses 
them, tells them they should be proud of it 
and spits them out," said McCann. 

Barrett encountered encouraging 
experiences, as well. One student actor, 
Khari Whimper, said that before working on 
the play, he was too narrow-minded, but after 
immersing himself in the story and getting 

"Change is coming," said Kaufman, 
reflecting on the community response. 
"We are in the middle of this moment of 
change." 

Various fundraisers are coming up in 
the Kalamazoo area in the next few weeks 
including an improv comedy show on 
March 14 at Western's auditorium at 8:00. 
Students receive discounts. 

Election 2008: Third Time Not the Charm for Ralph Nader 
By JOHN FLEMMING 
Staff Writer 

Just as Senator Obama seems 
to be securing the Democratic 
nomination and a legitimate 
shot at the presidency, enter 
stage left Ralph Nader - the anti
Christ of Democratic dogma. 

While contnbuting significant 
progressive initiatives in the realm 
of consumer advocacy, Nader bas 
~ been labeled the infamous 
spoiler of the 2000 elections. 

In that much contested state of 
Florida - the state where President 
Bush won by 500 votes or so - Mr. 
Nader drew almost one hundred 
thousand votes away from AI Gore, 
essentially costing him the general 
election and, in hindsight, costing 
the American people eight years 
of political, social and economic 
regression. 

Many,inciudingNader, believe 
that the Democrats are facing a 
landslide victory here in the 2008 
elections. Wrong. You're giving the 
American electorate too much credit 

if you believe that because of George 
W. Bush, a Republican nominee bas 
no chance of winning. 

Mr. McCain. barring any 
Huckabee miracle, presents a 
fonnidable opponent to either 
Democraticnominee.Heisamoderate 
Republican who attracts conservative 
Democrats, moderates, independents 
and of course, Republicans. 

Though winning three percent 
of the popular vote in 2000 and only 
OJ percent in 2004 (a decrease due to 
the absence ofhis name in thirty-four 
state ballots) many believe that Nader 
will further be rendered irrelevant 
But we need not focus on a national 
scale-Mr. Nader can cause enough 
damage by stealing key votes from 
the Democratic nominee in closely 
contested states. 

In this sense, Mr. Nader is a 
paradox of importance. Relevant, for 
he can hand states to the Republicans; 
Irrelevant, for virtually nobody 
invests suppott or interest in his 
national platform. 

Speaking of his national 

platfonn, Nader appears to be 
running not because he believes to be 
the best candidate or posses the best 
solutions for our country's problems. 
Rather, he wants his candidacy to 
narrow-mindedly illustrate a flaw in 
American politics. 

A~ is common knowledge -
and as was demonstrated by the 
Democrat's systematic political 
oppression ofNader's 2004 campaign 
- third party candidates don't stand 
a fighting chance in the national 
political landscape. 

It is for this reason, the 
suppression of third parties and 
the bi-nopolization of national 
politics, which Nader cites as fueling 
his fourth (and hopefully last) 
presidential campaign. Mr. Nader 
wants his campaign to promote 
greater oppottunities for third party 
candidates and also provide a wider 
range of choice for the American 
electorate. 

And while most of us can agree 
with Nader's sentiments to fix the 
democratic process, it is his way 

of attaining such refonn (through 
obviously doomed presidential bids) 
in which citizens grow-skeptic. Time 
after time, Nader's bid bas caused 
more damaged and backwardness to 
our country than good. 

Instead of trying to change 
the system through a presidency, 
why doesn't Nader stick to what 
bas brought him so much success: 
lobbying? All ofhis accomplisbments 
have not come at the helm of the oval 
office and Nader should embrace 
this. 

To make a point for the sake of 
making it, knowing well that it will 
change nothing, and ignoring the 
possibility of negative consequences 
by making it, defies logic. It defies 
logic ail<! creates a recipe for irony 
that even Martha Stewart would 
envy. 

Mr. Nader, the Green Party 
candidate in 1996 and 2000, impeded 
AI Gore from reaching the White 
House. Today, Gore owns a Nobel 
Prize for his work in global warming 
awareness - what does the two-time 

candidate for the Green Party have 
to show for his advocacy of the 
smne issues? 

Nader's selfish ambitions 
denied the country of a president 
who embodied the smne issues 
pertinent to the Green Party and 
also issues pertinent to a larger 
populace. Nader failed to recognize 
that Mr. Gore, not himself, had the 
power and was in the position to 
implement the appropriate policies 
- an egregious mistake that to this 
day Mr. Nader does nOt admit 

If the third time isn't a 
chann, get a clue. If you want the 
American people to listen to you, 
you need to listen to them first. 
Listen to them saying that your 
method of procuring this change 
is inappropriate. Use your area of 
expertise, outside governmental 
pressure, to achieve your goals 
as you have already successfully 
done. If then wasn't the time for 
your presidential bid, neither is now. 
Now, however, is the time for Ralph 
Nader to exit stage right 
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Black History Month Trivia Presented by BSO 
Answer all of the following 

questions correctly by March 6th, 
for your chance to win a prize from 
the Black Student Org. E-mail 
your answers to Tifini Batts at 
k07tbOI@kzoo.edu. The B.S.O. 
would like to thank everyone who 
took the time to read the Black 
Biographies this month! 

on November 3, 1912, was 
a renowned poet, musician, 
novelist, activist, and journalist, 
as well as what? 

Benjamin Carson can be rooted 
to what city? 

7. Gordon Parks was 
the first African American 
photographer for what popular 

. magazines? 

10. Returning to the 
United States, Elijah McCoy 
became a fireman and oilman 
on a steam- train, shoveling 
coal into a train's engine and 
periodically lubricating the 
engine, in tea of obtaining 
what desired j b? 

4. At age 15, Elijah McCoy 
was educated where? 

2. Before dying at the age of 
58, whose work was translated 
into ten languages and sold over 
a million copies? 

5. By age 33, Ben Carson 
became the youngest what? 

8. What 1998 event caused 
controversy among blacks and 
whites? 

I. Gordon Parks, born 3. Elijah McCoy and Dr. 
6. From what disease did 

Octavia Butler suffer? 

9. What did Ben Carson do 
to gain distinction in 1987? 

--Submitted by the Black 
Student Organization 

TED'S BRIEFS 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 
Sports Editor 

TIvo Hornets Make Record Books 

The end of the season for the 
Kalamazoo College women's basketball 
team (4-21) came a little sooner than 
they had hoped with an 80-70 loss at Tri
State this past Monday. The play-in game 
for the MIAA Tournament eliminated 
the chances for the team to advance to 
the first round to play top-ranked Hope 
College. 

The game gave two departing seniors 
some notoriety, however, as captains 
Kelsea Howell and Therese Dernres each 
etched their names in the Kalamazoo 
College record books. 

After scoring 23 points in this final 
game, Howell finished her playing career 
with 1,009 points, the ninth Hornet to 
reach that milestone. Part of her scoring 
night came on 5-for-8 shooting from the 
three-point arc. 

Dernres also made her mark, earning 
II assists in her final game. Ending the 

season with 116, she has set a new single
season record. 

As a team, Kalamazoo fell behind 
early with a 42-34 halftime deficit. 
Turnovers plagued the Hornets, with the 
25 accumulated hurting the scoring efforts 
of Dernres and Howell. 

Dernres netted 11 points, and 
sophomore Nyemade Cooper had a solid 
scoring night with 21 points on 8-for-
12 shooting. She also grabbed eight 
rebounds. 

With that, the Kalamazoo College 
basketball careers of Dernres, Howell, and 
fellow captain Emily Collins came to an 
end. 

"[This 1 has been about the amazing 
friendships I have made and all the 
memories I have shared with the women 
on my team," said Dernres. 

Womens Tennis Falls to Wheaton 

The Hornet Women (1-2) dropped a 
tennis match against 18"'-ranked Wheaton 
last Friday. They start the season losing to 

both their top-20 opponents, including the the hosts as well as Wheaton College. 
opener against the University of Chicago. 

Senior captains Mary Atallah and Men s Hoops Drop Thriller to Ad"iall 
Geneva Garcia won the sole doubles 
victory for the Hornets, 8-6. 

Falling 3-6 to Wheaton, Kalamazoo 
could only muster two singles victories, 
stemming from sophomore Beau 
Wangtrakuldee at three-singles and junior 
Lmdsay Zuhlke at six-singles. 

The team's first home MIAA match 
will be this Saturday, March I against 
Olivet College. 

Men's Tennis Serves Up Two Straight 

The Kalamazoo men's tennis team 
rebounded from a challenging start to the 
season to head into this weekend with a 4-3 
record. 

After ousting Wisconsin-Whitewater 
last Saturday, Feb. 23, the Hornets faced 
off the next day against Division-II Wayne 
State. 

The 5-4 match was a close one, 
but broke open with a sweep of all three 
doubles matches. 

Freshman Joshua Rinaldi won at five
singles, and sophomore Joe Unger picked 
up the win at six-singles for the Hornets. 

Kalamazoo will travel to DePauw 
University this Saturday, March I to play 

The Kalamazoo men's basketball 
team (6-18, 3-11 MlAA) fell in a close 
overtime game to Adrian College last 
Saturday. The 74-79 defeat brought 
an end to the regular season for the 
Hornets. 

In their final home game, the 
Hornets led 37-34 at halftime, before the 
Bulldogs caught up in e second half to 
take the game into ove1lime. 

In the extra period, Adrian outscored 
Kalamazoo 8-3 to crush lhe home crowd. 
The Bulldogs relied on their starters to 
score, as all five hit double-digits, with 
all but four points accounted for by the 
starters. 

Senior captain Mat Kellogg pulled 
off another double-do:Jble, bringing 
down II rebounds to go with his 15 
points, in 42 minutes of work. 

Junior Henry McCain had 23 points 
on 9-for-1I shooting, and grabbed nine 
boards. Senior Pat Clancy scored 14 
points for the Hornets. 

Kalamazoo played against Albion 
College last night in the first round of 
the MIAA tournament. 



Faculty and Staff Aim for Holistic Health 
By TONI SKALICAN 
Staff Writer 

HK.en is terrific." 
''Ken is dynamic." 
Ken bas the "skill, knowledge, and 

patience [to] make working out a pleasurable 
experience." 

Kalamazoo College fucuIty and staff 
haveoohing 1U:(Xaise f<r Ken Wood, advisor 
of the new FacultylStaffWellnessProgram. 

''By weUness, we rn= more thanjust 
fitness," said Wood 

With 30 percent participation from 
fuculty and staffin the first two weeks, Wood 
reports, "it seern'i to he going well" 

~, progrnms to quit smoking, and body-
age assessments. 

Wood's personal mission statement? 
"To empower peqlle to improve wellness 

and act as a support system and resouro;" he 
said 

Accessibility 

Finally, fuculty and staff have a wellness 
resource that is all their own. This seem<; only 
filir, as they spend every hour of every wodc day 
acting as studmt resources. 

taking care of the students, one must wonder 
how fucuIty and staff find time to take care of 
themselves. 

''We always have == for why it's 
hard," said Laura Andetsen, Manager of 
HumanResources.Butsincethenewwellness 
program is accesSIble to fucuIty and staff 
daiJy, the program bas the ability, according to 
Andersen, to ''take away ex=" 

Furthennore, K College shows high 
regan! for per.;ooal welI-heing, as cunicuh.un 
requires that studaJls take five gym units for 
gJllduation. 

The student newspaper of Kalamazoo College The program, which kicked off on 
FebruaIy 12, o/fm; Kalamazoo College 
fuculty and staff a 9Il3ll, private gym, a daiJy 
waIking club, fitness classes, Weight Watcher.s 

For example, when studaJls need extra 
help, professoo; extmd office hours. When 
someone can't locate a book in the hbraIy, 
hbrarians are keen to help. When messes are 
made, maintenarv:e rushes to the scale. 

''Staff and administrnIion should have 
the same holistic Iitestyle," said Andra 
Elksnis, Office Coordinator f<r Biology and 
CkmisIIy. ''Since we're a place of higher 

MARCH 6, 2008 
However, afia" spending so much time Continued on page 3 

Environmental Evangelists on K's Campus: The 8 in '08 Campaign 
By)ILLIAN MCLAUGHLIN 
Fearures Editor 

In recent years, the 
students of Kalamazoo 
College have stayed away 
from tradi tional religion and 
created a climate of athei~m 
on campus. Many students 
report being turned off by 
evangelical Christians and 
the conservative politics 
that can accompany faith. 
However, in recent weeks, an 
enthusiastic new evangelism 
sweeps campus, this time 
seeking to create a climate of 
sustainability. 

The new evangelicalism 
comes with the standard 
prediction of the apocalypse, a 
story about redemption, and a 
respected guide. 

Dr. Kim Cummings, 
professor emeritus, mentors 
the new environmental 
evangelicals with his "How to 
Change the World" class. The 
class focuses on environmental 
issues and seeks to inform the 
student body about sustainable 
choices. The student-organized 
8 in '08 campaign sprang from 
their class. 

The 8 in '08 campaign is 

targeted toward the purchase 
of renewable energy. The 
campaign asks students to shut 
down their computers overnight 
for eight hours to conserve 
enough energy so that the 
financial difference can be used 
to purchase renewable energy. 8 
in '08 relied on the assumption 
that generally students do not 
shut down their computers but 
instead leave them on or use the 
"stand by" function. 

Cummings' impetus 
for the class came from his 
grandchildren. He said, "I find 
myself waking up in the middle 

Lisa Kron's Well: A Play Within a Play 
By MARYCORCORAN 
S taffWri ter 

February went out with a 
bang as Lisa Kron K'83 and 
her Tony nominated play Well, 
graced K College's Nelda Balch 
Playhouse to conclude what 
Director of Theatre Ed Menta 
has hailed "Lisa Kron Week" in 
Kalamazoo. 

Kron's play discusses 
wellness in terms of health, racial 

integration during the 19608 and 
the sometimes tricky relationship 
hetween mothers and their 
daughters. 

Through brilliantly scripted 
dialogue Kron enlists her actors 
to acknowledge that Well can 
sometimes get a little confusing, 
but rea\ly, as it is a play within a 
play about a story dealing "with 
issues of illness and wellness," how 
could it not get confusing? 

In many ways a solo play, 
Lisa Kron is unquestionably the 
star of Well. Played by Emily 
Harpe, Kron is pumped up and 
repeatedly knocked down by the 
foil characters. 

Well is "a multi-cbaracter 
theatrical exploration of issues 
of health and illness both in the 
individual and in a community .. .1 

Continued on page 3 

of the night and not being able 
to sleep because 1 worry about 
the world my grandchildren 
will come into." 

Cummings also prophesizes 
about the impact global 
warming and climate issues will 
have on the current generation 
of students. 

"By the time your age 
cohort thinks seriously about 
having children, you're going 
to have to think clearly about 
bringing them into this world," 
warned Cummings. 

Food shortages, massive 
species extinctions, and extreme 

weather worry Cummings 
and his students. The student
led and student-dependent 
campaign of 8 in '08 is meant 
to show how small lifestyle 
changes can yield big 
differences in lessening the 
effects of global warming. 

Because the purcbase 
of renewable energy relies 
on student cooperalion to 
reduce energy consumption, 
Cummings' students have 
worked to increase awareness 
of their campaign. Rallies, 

Continued on page 7 
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Name.' Timothy 
Hubbard 

Year' Senior 

Major: Economics 
& Business 

What do you 
plan to do with 
your degree after 
K? I don't look 

past today, but I want to have money after 
graduation so I hope my degree helps with 
that. 

~ What makes you want to do that? Living 
~ expenses 

~ If you were an animal which one would you 
~ want to be? A tiger 

a Which onl' would you really be? A praying 
mantIs 

~ 
What s one thing you 'Vl' learned since 
coming to K? It's hard to do well if you 
don't try. 

If you could change one thing about your 
C/) experience at K what would il be and why? 

1'd spend less time stressing out, because it's 
~ really not worth it. 

>< If you could have coffee with anyolle (dead 
or alive) who would il be alld what would 
you talk about? My friend Eric Sturgis. 

~ We'd talk about everything, but eventnally a 
~ lot about tennis and politics. 

~ Famrite moment at K thus far? Either 
~ makmg nationals [for tennis 1 or the first time 

I streaked the quad. 

Where did you go abroad? Bonn, Germany 

Why? Because both my freshman-year doubles 
partner and my coach had studied there and had great 
experiences. Also, I'd taken German anyway and 
thought it'd be better than staying on campus. 

What was your favorite part about time abroad? 
Traveling to a different country every weekend. 

What would be your advice for the campus? Some 
things are out of your control, so control the things 
you can. 

-Alexa Lindsay K'08 
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When Walls Have Ears 
By MARY CORCORAN 
Staff Writer 

Lost in Translatioll? 

Professor: In English, what do 
you call a girl who acts like a 
boy? 
Class: A tomboy 
Professor: Right. What do you 
call a boy who acts like a girl? 
Class: (Silence) 
Male Student: A sissy? 
--heard by Anonymous in Dewing. 

Totally Visionary 

Girl A: I could totally see you 
being a lawyer. 
Girl 8: Yeah I think that's what 
I want to do. 
Girl A: That's so cool. 
Girl 8: So I can kick some ass. 
Girl A: YEAH! 
--heard by ArlMonster in 
Biggby's. 

Photo/Jessica Bard K'08 
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March is Women's History Month 
Campus comes together in series of events 
By ALI.lSONDEJONGHE 
Staff Writer 

Did you know that March is 
Women's History month? 

Seniors Elena Brooks and 
Gwen Persons are working 
on a project to increase the 
knowledge of successful women 
in Kalamazoo and beyond. 

With the help of Student 
Activities Coordinator Brian 
Dietz, Brooks and Persons 
have organized many upcoming 
events on campus to celebrate 
women. 

"We started our project to 
raise awareness ofaccomplished 
women, especially those on 
campus," said Persons. 

Starting ninth week, campus 
events will kick off with a 
SIP presentation focusing on 
famous women in history on 
Saturday. 

There will also be a 
presentation of successful 
female faculty and staff 
members at Kalamazoo College 
tenth week, including President 
Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran. 

"The Queen," a film about 
Queen Elizabeth Ii, will be shown 
that Friday. 

The office of Student 
Activities is sponsoring a Women's 
Leadership workshop March 12. 

The goal of the workshop is 
to help students learn about the 
importance of women in leadership 
roles and how to become leaders 
on campus. 

Look around campus for 
posters and bulletin boards on 
upcoming Women's History 
Month events. 
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Student Production Explores Wellness 
Continued from page 1 

work using autobiographical 
material, but ultimately this 
is a theatrical exploration of a 
universal experience," said Kron. 

and luck - a central theme in Well 
- of not understanding what it 
means to be unwell. 

Kron bnngs to the surface 
so many of the sticky topics often 
avoided in television, theatre and, 
you guessed it, real life. As Lisa 
shouts "And I was stuck! Stuck, 
stuck, stuck!" her enraptured 
audience responds to the familiar 
commiseration with an easy laugh. 

The playwright's candid 

to the audience." 
As Ann continually interrupts 

Wells play within a play, Lisa also 
experiences unwelcome drop-ins 
from Lori Jones, an elementary 
school bully, and a distracted cast is 
further distracted by the confusion 
that is Lisa Kron's life, the struggle 
that is "making it." 

3 

Well delves into the privileged 
perspective of disadvantage and 
vice, drawing attention to untrue 
notions of duality in several 
contexts: of whiteness - simply 
being black on top of white; of 
religion - being Jewish on top 
of Christian (like a decoration), 
and of health - being sick on 
top of healthy, as if when sick 
one should just summon the 
underlying strength of his health 
and overcome illness. All of these 
beliefs are real, narurally idealized 
and perpetuated by healthy, white 
Christians graced with the fortune 

honesty is contagious - her words, 
given voice in K's production by a 
talented cast of students and guest 
actress Sharon Williams (in the 
role of Lisa's mother, Ann Kron), 
literally speak directly to the 
audience. Ann, the unwell mother, 
urges her daughter to fill in blanks 
in stories, and sweetly reminds her, 
"Honey, tum around. Your back is 

Ultimately, Lisa's "the show 
must go on" attitude lets her 
overcome the difficulties thrown her 
way, while still in all fairness giving 
playtime to the emotional fissures 
wrought. Her childhood longing 
for adulthood ("Because as an 
adult you can just leave''), ongoing 
aspirations of independence ("You 
can't leave .. , Whatever, I don't need 
you"), and a final confrontation with 
health and her mother ("I think I was 
sick because you were sick, Mom'') 

Photo/Komal Chtlghl:ai 
Emily Harpe K'08 and Sharon Williams perform in last weekend's 

production of the Tony-nominated play J..f/eU, wrinen by Lisa Kron. 

create a universally identtfiable play 
that is simply about life. 

And when Lisa sinks into her 
mother's La-Z-Boy recliner, the 

fear she has of one day becoming 
her mother all but vanishes as 
peace fills the stage and closure 
is ... well, tmanimous. 

New Wellness Program Inspires Faculty and Staff to Get Moving 
Continued from page 1 feedback. 

learning, we shouJd be showing oorporations how 
it shouJd be done." 

The idea for the wellness program was 
introduced a 
fuwyearsago 

Wood admitted that most initial participation 
came fiom administrative and support staff; which 
be attnbutes to professors' somewhat hectic daily 
schxlules. Yet, fuculty numbers are growing. 

Mind and Body 

S h i n y 
new treadmills, 
ellipticals , 
dumbbells , 
and exercise 
bal1s line the 
walls in what 
used to be an 
old racquetOOll 
cowt at Marl<in 
Racquetball 
Center. 

in~of 
the ooUege's 
Benefits 
Review Group. 
Grouprnembers 
suggested the 
innovative 
idea that 
implementing 
a program to 
improve the 
health of fuculty 
and staff oouId 
potentially 
reduce medical 

Photo/Komal Chughtai 
Pan of the Faculty and StaffWellness Program is the 

The 
unoon-walk" 
club is also 

" The 
opening of a new gym in Markin Racquet Center. 

gaining 
popularity, and hbrarian MaIy Griswold confessed 
that she is somewhat "addict!rl" 

idea," said Marcie Weathers, Administrative 
Coordinator of Facility Management, "is that 
if you're a healthier person you won't go to the 
doctor as much." 

Last year, staff members were asked to 
complete a survey for the oonnnittee about what 
tlley would value in a wellness plan. According 
to Wood, current offurings are based on staff 

She and AncIra EIksnis are "die-hard" 
wa1kern, taking the sidewalks every day at noon 
along WIth Wood and other staff members eager 
for fresh air: 

Pedometers clipped to their hips trnck the 
munber of steps they take, and Wood records each 

walker's distance for a tim program component 
called "Walk Across America." Each participant 
chooses a route from Kalamazoo to the Pacific 
Ocean. For each mile walked, participants are 
individually awarded 25 miles towards their west 
COOS! "destination" Wood trncks their progress on 
8 map outside his office, and walkers are we100me 
to stop by and see what city they're "in." 

"I'm to Oldaboma already," said Griswold 
proudly, the current first place walker. 

Both Griswold and Elksnis see the noon
walk as a great way to get out in the winter. 

"Espeda/Iy in the winter," said EIksnis, 
eyeing the dull, whili>brickwaJls ofheroffice. "It's 
great to get out of the offioe and into the light" 

ln addition to a wa1king club, the weUness 
program also offers staff members pilates, yoga, 
and tai chi classes. 

Ann You, Tai Chi Instructor and 3COOlD1ling 
clerk in the business offioe, has reoeived nothing 
but positive response from class participants. 
She describes tai chi as ideal for people seeking a 
"slow-motion. low-impact" workout. 

"They can fuel the improvements in balaoce 
and tlexibility, and it calm<; the mind," she 
said " fai chi really wod<s your mind and body 
together." 

Productivity 

While physical activity is oertamly essential 
to personal health. a hea1tbful diet is also crucial. 

However, the 33 registered staff and fuculty 
Weight Watchel;s participants are advised not 
to view the nutrition program as a diet. Instead, 
guided by a points sysrem, participants are led 
to healthier food choioes by a meal plan that is 
more about paying attention to what one eats than 
depriving oneself of the foods one loves. 

Participants attend a class once a week 
and Wood trncks individual and class progress. 
"Total weight loss [for the wbole class] was at 
158 pounds at the four-week marker," said Debra 
Pattison, Offioe Coordinator inHurnpbrey House. 
"We lost a whole person," she said 

Only tirne will tell ifa weight-lifting, power
walking, point<OUl1ting ooUege staff will lead to 
a more productive campus, but so fur, the outlook 
is optimistic. 

"I'm getting to meet people I never would 
have met in other areas of campus," said EIksnis. 

Elksnis also said that as she medS more staff 
and fuculty, they "talk about ways to build off of 
one another, which never would have happened 
before." 

"It's good to have this kind of support 
and oonnections with your ooUeagues," added 
Pattison. 'The end result is going to be more 
positive energy on campus." 

Ken Woods- extends the illvitation to all 
faculty and stqff interested in becoming involved 
in the new weI/ness program. Woods- call be 
contacted at klVood@}c:oo.edu, or 269-337-
7035. 
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Hear What Your Peers Are Saying ... And Be Moved! 
By DR. OLGA BONIFIGLIO 
Contributor 

This article was originalzv 
published on Wednesday, 
February 20, 2008 by 
CommonDreams.org 

In my peacemaking class 
I challenged my 20-year-old 
college students to approach 
global issues by studying the 
conflicts they engender and 
then to seek the ways of peace 
and nonviolence by starting 
with themselves to "be the 
change they wish to see in the 
world." 

Over the past six weeks we 
have looked at global warming, 
overpopulation, the "clash of 
civilizations," and resource 
depletion (i.e., oil). I feared 
depressmg them and even 
apologized for presenting them 
with such a glum picture of the 
future! 

And then they surprised 
me. 

As I read their journals, 
which reflect on the past week's 

work, I consistently discovered 
that my students were far from 
being paralyzed by all these 
troubles. Instead they were facins 
the world with hope and courage 
and actively seeking practical 
solutions. Look at some of the 
remarks from their papers. 

"I am depressed by the 
current SItUation, horrified by 
the possible future, and at the 
same time, completely inspired. 
As our conversation began to 
shift from how frightening the 
circumstances are at this point 
to what can still be done, I 
became very motivated to DO 
something." 

"Yes, it is true that our 
generation will be facing some 
of the most challenging decades 
to come ... Yet, humanity is at the 
mercy of its own doings, and this 
is a beautiful concept in my eyes, 
because it means that there is a 
budding potential for change. If 
we look upon the history and 
disposition of civilization that 
produces such circumstances 

as human-made, they become 
influence-able. We have full 
responsibility." 

"One person at a time will 
change the world little by little, 
even if our good actions aren't 
seen instantly." 

"I don't know why I didn't 
feel depressed or upset about our 
current and future state of affairs. 
Rather, it inspired a curiosity 
within myself to really think 
about how things are currently 
around the world and to learn 
more about what's going on, to 
see what I can do and how minor 
'sustainable' or 'green' changes 
in my hfe will affect it and the 
way I see myself living it in the 
future." 

"Through all the dust and 
piles of dry wall, I could still see 
the progress we had made [in our 
Habitat for Humanity project]. 
It might be a slow process, but 
every shovel and every bucket 
full of dry wall is another step 
closer to the final product: a 
house for someone who could 

not afford one otherwise. And 
knowing that I am contributing 
to this product makes everything 
worth it. That is why I am willing 
to devote 3-4 hours every other 
Saturday mornmg." 

"We have to understand and 
make changes within ourselves 
before we can make changes in 
our community. I think that is vital 
for everyone, without exception. 
I never would have thought that' 
could make changes without first 
realizing that I had the potential 
and the passion [to so do)." 

'" feel that I have reached 
that point in my life where I have 
become aware that something I 
love [the earth] is currently being 
destroyed. I cannot simply ignore 
it, because if! truly love it then' 
have to do something to save it. I 
cannot simply give up hope and 
be depressed about our situation 
because that is what enough 
people are doing already." 

'" think that my biggest 
downfall in my pursuit of the 
peacemaker lifestyle is my 

tendency to be overwhelmed 
by the feeling that' want to fix 
every problem of the world. 
This sensation of drowning 
in the problems of the world 
can often inspire feelings of 
apathy, and the notion that 
nothing you do will be enough 
to change the world. However, 
I have recently decided that 
what is important for me right 
now is taking the steps to enact 
change at home." 

"I believe that seeing 
the immediate effects on my 
college and community will 
not only make me a more 
engaged citizen, but will also 
remind me why it is important 
to remain positive and start at 
the local level." 

"How tired 1 am of having 
all the anger of seeing how 
others are more privileged, are 
better-off than' am and then to 
pretend that everything is all 
right ... .l now understand that 

Continued on page 6 

K Comes Together to Celebrate 80 Years of Conrad Hilberry 
By MUNIRAH MCGOVERN 
Staff Writer 

This past Saturday evening, Conrad Hilberry 
oelebrated his 8(1b birthday and the release of 
his Il105t reoent book of poems, Ajier-MIISic. 
Family, friends, past students, and admirers of 
Dr. Hilberry's work filled the Olmsted room to 
capacity in order to oelebrate the man many of 
them affectionately know as "COD." 

The evening began on a oornedic 
note as English professor Di Seuss and Dr. 
Hilberry's daughter Jane read exoerplS from an 
autobiography that Dr. Hilberry wrote when he 
was 12 years old. Tttled 'The Red Haired Boy," 
it begins, 'The most important event of my life 
was about to happen, I was about to be born" and 
ends "Summing it up, I'm not much different 
than other boys, and I never bqJe to be." 

Later on Dr. Hilberry took the podiwn, 
getting a laugh from the crowd as he began. 

'Thank. you," he said ''I'm afraid it may all 
be anticlimactic after that" 

He read a selection of his work, including 

poems from the pe!SpCCtives of things such as 
an egg, an oboe, and a mousetrnp, as well as 
poems about being lost and several love poems 
to Marion, his wife of 57 years. 

Dr. Hilberry's poems included descriptions 
and imagery such as "fu abandoned buildings 
once the building's gone" in a poem about 
negative space and "swinging the incense of 
words down the sl~ing street to lllllCh" in a poem 
about the time he and his wife spent in Oete. 

Other additions to the evening included 
Seuss reading several of Dr. Hilberry's poems 
and Jane Hilberry reading poems she had written 
for her parenlS. 

Seuss organized the event along with Dr. 
Hilberry's fiunily, with the Il105t help tiom his 
daughter Jane. 

''It seemed to all of us like 80 years of Coo 
was a great milestone to oelebrate, and frankly. 
I'll take any opportunity I can find to bring people 
togetha"who have been influenced and mentored 
and supported by Con in one way or another," 
saidSeuss. 

After the fustivities 
reflected on the evening 

''It had a level of 
seriousness, given the 
love poems he read 
for his wife, and his 
daughter's poems for 
each of her parents, 
but also a lot of 
hwnor," she said 

Seuss noted Jane 
Hilberry's reading 
of Coo's 12-year-<>ld 
autobiography as her 
fuvorite part of the 
evening 

''[It] was pretty 

had ended, Seuss 

hilarious," she said. "Also, hearing him read the 
last poem for Marion, when he ta1ks about the 
luck of having wa1ked in her love for all these 
years. Quite lovely." 

Seuss has worked with Dr. Hilberry for 
many yeatS, beginning as a student ofhis during 

her tmdetgrnduate years atK and then moving up 
to his teaching assistant and later his colleague. 

The two have a very 
special relationship 
tiom their work 
together over the 
years. 

"Con treats 
people without any 
sort of authority
gap or hierarchical 
sensibility; the roles 
are fluid I learned a 
great deal tiom him 
about bow to interact 
with studenlS in a 
way that preserves 

each peISOD's humanness," said Seuss. 
Seuss summed up Dr. Hilberry's impact on 

K College and all writers who read his work.. 
"Con has helped me to see that every writer 

doesn't have to be the hero of their story," she 
said 
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Spotlight on Service Learning: One Tutor's Perspective 
By LISA PHILLIPS 
News Editor 

Every Tuesday and Thursday 
aflemoon, I lose my voice. Shouting 
over 40 7*' and 8" grade kids IS no easy 
task 

I <XKXlOl'dinaIe the "Keeping the 
Doors Open" Math TlIIDring Progrnm 
(1<00) at K. On Tuesday and Thursday 
afh:rnoons, the halls ofOU flood with 
40 7*' and 8" grade students and 20 K 
1Utors. Math and mayhem ensues. 

For one hour, we attempt to 
get 1hese students to 00 their mad! 
homework. Then, we try to teach 1hem 
some cool application of mad! in the 
real world. 

Gettingpre-teens to 00 homewolk 
is always a struggle. Motivating kids 
who have just had eight hours of 
schooling is even bardet: Some kids 
refuse to 00 anything. Others find it 
their primaIy goal to distract everyone 
around 1hern Others jIN want to send 
text messages and gossip about the 
newest couple or what who said to 

whom. 
It's draining. It's exhausting. It 

requires roore mental energy than some 
of my classes. Some days I would 
rather 00 jIN about anything than show 
up for tutOOng. AM yet, for over a year, 
I have been 1here, every week, twice a 
week. I wouldn't trade my afternoons 
at KDO for the world 

But why? Why am I devoIed 
to tutoring? What is it that draws me 
back? 

I started out tutoring for the 
money. I wasn't eligible forwolk-study 
and needed some spending cash. KDO 
fit the profile. So I joined, and watched 
my attitude 1llke a completely new 

direction. 
As any tutor will tell you, the 

relationships formed are certainly more 
rewarding than the mad! taught I love 
the spontaneous h~ from unexpected 
sources, or the moments when the 
boys worry about where their tutor is. 
The shy girls who slowly begin to ask 
aboutmy life at college, or to talk about 

things they care about The tut= who 
tell me stories from schoo~ (X' bring me 
pictures of their family. The momenIs 

when my tutee remembers something I 
taught him, or slyly shows me a perfuct 
homewolk grade. The kids who tell me 
every time that they don't want to he 
1here, but then always come back We 
give 1hem so nm:h more than help on 
their homewo!k - a community and 
support structure that they may not 
have in any other place. 

Not only is it fulfilliog for the kids, 
it is fulfilliog fur me. For the Iongest 
time, I didn't reaIize the impact that 
KDO has had on my life-now I don't 
know what I would 00 without it 

I fiequently sit in classes here 
at K and wonder what the heck. I am 
ooing sitting around. Here I am, a 
fully capable college student and full
blown adult, learning about aU 1hese 
va5t problems and uyustices fiIcing our 
world But what am I ooing about it? 
I usually end up Ihtstrated that I am 
swck in a classroom and not using my 

intelligence to help improve society. 
I feel as if should be ooing something 
more. 

However, I can 00 something. 
There is a way to he both a student and 
an active member of society. KDO is 
what I can 00. I may need my education, 
need my classes, but this student 
role I play by no means excludes me 
from helping tackle problems in my 
community. 

I can make a tangible difference 
in the Kalamazoo Public School (KPS) 
education system, one that certainly 
needs help. 43 percent of students 
who entfred a KPS high school didn't 
graduate in 2006. I might not he able 
to change that statistic singIe-handedly, 
but I can 00 my part to help 1hese kids 
get their ticket to college, a milestone 
that I 1llke for granted. 

It's as simple as being a friend to 
them, and showing 1hem that it's cool to 
like school I can he someone to listen 
to them, someone to make learning tim. 
These kids need to connect positive 

experiences with learning; they need to 
reaIize that they can 00 it and they can 
enjoy it With the Kalamazoo Promise, 
KPS is becoming one of the most 
innovative systm'ts in the country. I can 
be a part of that 

Why 00 we have to wait lD'ltil we 

finish college to start interncting in the 
society around us? We are adults, what 
is bolding us back? It is one thing to 
learn and study in school. But we can 
use our learning. We can use our skills 
to make a diJference, through tlIIDring 
or other opportunities. AM it can start 
now. 

Sometimes, I think Service 
Learning carries an aImost superliciaI 
coIlllOlalion. Students equate it with 
fulfilling requirements for classes, 
or logging those volunteer hours, 
or getting that extra sp!!I1ding cash. 
That'~ why I started. But that's not 
wby I stayed Tbose four hours I 
devote to tutoring cany so nm:h more 
importance: for the kids, for me, and 
for the comrmmity. 

Chapel Chat: What Does It Really Mean to Confess? 
By MARYELLEN ASHCROFT 
Kalamazoo College Chaplain 

"I must confess ... " ''1 have a confession 
to make." "Okay, fess up." 

What does confession mean? 
Confession is admitting (usually 

to someone else but not necessarily) a 
shortcoming or a misstep. Confession 
involves looking within, seeing something 
you don't like, and bringing it to the 
surface. 

Confession is meant to lead to feeling 
hetter about yourself, since you have 
"come clean" about something that's been 
bothering you. More important, confession 
is meant to lead to reconciliation, a making 
right of relatiortships. 

Obviously, the Kzoo Confessional has 
nothing to do with confession, as it ought to 
he understood. 

A few years ago, when PostSecrets, 
the first confessional site, was initiated, it 
attracted people who wanted an opportunity 
to he honest about something they had done 
or thought, something that made them feel 

bad. People wrote anonymou~ly about their 
own foibles and flaws. The site was wildly 
popular. 

Why would a site like this, and the idea 
of confession, attract so many people? Three 
reasons: 

I. Confession meets a deep human 
longing for a place to he honest. 

2. Confession offer.; a place to demystify 
what we feel ashamed of. (lfyou say to another 
person, "You know, I find myself having such 
a terrible attitude toward my dad," and they 
say, HI feel that way sometimes too," some of 
the power of shame, to isolate us, evaporates). 

3. Confession suggests the possibility 
that there might be real reconciliation between 
people, that heing open and vulnerable might 
bring a kind of healing. 

It seems to me there's something healthy in 
confession, understood like this - in actually 
writing out an honest truth about something 
about which you feel bad or ashamed Such 
websites include lies that people had told, odd 
sexual fantasies, or secret longings. Although 
anonymous, they are from the "I" perspective, 

as the "confessor" shared something from his 
or her own life. 

The relative healthiness of that kind of 
site is the fact that like other true confession, it 
allows a connection: the confessor (speaking in 
the first person) and the readerlhearer realizes 
that s/he is not alone. While it's arguably hetter 
to confess to another live hwnan being, the 
kind of confession in secret posting can lead to 
greater human connection and authenticity. 

Many world religions have an element 
of confession, usually accompanied by some 
kind of ritual. Sometimes these have been 
caricatured, with pictures of adolescent boys 
confessing their impure thoughts or "self 
abuse" to a bored priest who says, "Three Hail 
Marys ..... next. ... "This smacks of magic and 
triviality. 

The real purpose of confession is 
reconciliation, or making things right In 
Christian churches that offer confession 
to a priest (now called "reconciliation of a 
penitenn or even the system of sacrifice 
described in the Hebrew Scriptures, the goal 
was reconciliation. In other words, these rituals 

were designed to "make things right again" 
within the person who is feeling troubled by 
something they have said or done, to open a 
door to making things right with other.; and! 
or to open the way for companionship with 
God Confession is built on the responsihility 
of a person saying, 'T' did or thought this 
and "I" realize this is not the person 'T' want 
to he. 

Does this sound like the Kzoo 
Confessional? 

Unlike the cowardice of anonymously 
writing degrading gossip about other.;, 
confession is intended to bring a sense 
of hope, of starting over, of healing of 
relationships. Most of us have bad the 
experience of telling someone a truth and 
they heanJS and love us anyhow and we feel 
liberated That's what confession is meant to 
be. 

Groups like Sexuality and Spirituality 
or one of the Spirituality Groups encourage 
authenticity and respect At Kalamazoo 
College we need more ways to build 
community and to foster reconciliation. 
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Three Albums to Expand Your iPod For Spring 2008 
By JOSEPH SCHAFER 
Contributor 

It's an odd time in the year 
to be an audiophile: all the 
big critical darling albums of 
2007 are no longer brand new, 
but it's still too early for the 
super-glossy releases that kick 
start the summer. While music 
lovers could just sit around 
listening to the same old minor
key soft rock they've become 
accustomed to, maybe it's time 
to take a cue from the weather 
and change things up. 

Radiohead's free-for-
all album In Rainbows has 
dominated iPods for a few 
months now, but the whole thing 
was too easy. too pedestrian. 
Fortunately, San Francisco rap 
group Amplive has remixed 

it for the better, dubbing it 
Rainydayz . This is the most 
interesting free remix CD since 
Dangermouse's Grey Album. 
Rainydayz mixes the silky 
soft textures and harmonies 
of In Rainbows with witty 
rapping and rough 80s style 
drum loops. The result is like 
a best-of In Rainbows: the best 
hooks and melodies on the disc 
distilled and made more edgy 
by harsh dance beats. For the 
rock fan with a passing interest 
in underground hip hop, this 
is a good place to start. Every 
minute is both worth listening 
to, and free to download; there's 
no excuse not to hear this guilt
free gem. 

If subtlety isn't a priority, 
listeners could do worse than 

Ayreon's 01011001. Ayreon 
mixes several musical styles -
rock, folk, electronica - with 
the grand gestures of Andrew 
Lloyd Webber to make almost 
two hours of epic experimental 
rock. The disc sounds loud 
and squeaky clean, all the 
better to hear the monstrously 
huge guitars gleefully riff and 
shred into oblivion. The lyrics 
are gi ve and take; sometimes 
the band smartly lampoons 
listeners' mundane everyday 
lives, other times they spew 
unintelligible science fiction 
cliches. Overall, the music is 
energetic, epic nerd rock in the 
vein of Rush and Yes; 010IJ001 
is just as pompous and fun as 
the best work of those bands. 
Intellectuals might find it, well, 

ridiculous, and it is; but this is 
a great buy for the air guitarist 
in us all. 

Even the most open
minded of music lovers might 
have trouble with Meshuggah's 
ObZen. Meshuggah mix avant 
garde experimental music 
with the grind of death metal 
to create dark, tortured music 
so noisy and dense most 
headbangers can't take it. The 
speed of their detuned guitars 
combined with the precision 
of their drums makes a disc 
that sounds like it was made by 
killer robots, not men. It's ironic 
since the shouted lyrics all deal 
with clashes and questions of 
spirituality. Listening to it is 
like a sudden dunk in boiling 
water, but it's never boring 

(something most bands never 
muster). It may sound harsh, but 
when a clean melody shimmers 
through the dark of the music, 
it feels rewarding. Somewhere 
buried beneath the din of ObZen 
is a band with something to 
say about humanity, and our 
relationships with technology 
and God. But even for the 
dedicated it wi II take many 
listens to decipher it all. 

Only listeners with 
interest in advanced music 
theory or intense desire for 
something new should bother 
with ObZen, even though it's 
bound to expand someone's 
mind, somewhere. For the rest, 
01011001 and Rainydayz should 
prove welcome additions to any 
spring 2008 playlist. 

Peacemaking Class Stays Positive SKWIRRELS By JAMES SPICA 
Continued from page 4 

anger is good only when it is taken in a 
positive direction. This is what creates 
passion. passion for change." 

And then here are some things they 
say they will do: 

-Begin an urban organic garden this 
summer in my community 

-Jom Building Blocks (http:// 
www. kzoo.edu/servicelearning/ 
buildingblocks.htrn) a College project 
where students paint houses in poor 
neighborhoods 

-Reduce their carbon footprint 
(h ttp ·llwww.carbonfootprint.coml 
calculator.aspx) 

-Slow down their pace of life 
-Double my efforts in conservmg 

resources that I use and encourage those 
around me to do the same 

-Change the way I view production. 
the economy, and our consumerist 
culture 

-Make a conscious deCision to 
walk when I can mstead of driving and 
encourage others to do the same. 

-Protest against the energy crisis 
by becoming a vegetarian "as an 

alternative to the gluttonous carnivorous 
[American] lifestyle" 

-Take cold showers twice a week 
during Lent to be in solidarity with the 
poor 

-Do more research on New 
Urbanism (http://www.newurbanism. 
org!) to reduce urban sprawl 

-Observe more closely the violence 
that is mherent by our inaction (I.e., 
Hurricane Katrina. Kyoto Protocol. 
allowing the Iraq War to continue) 

-Apply for a job with Greepeace 
(http://www.greenpeace.orglusa!) in 
order to fight global warming 

- Apply for Teach for Amenca 
(http://www.teachforamerica.org!) 

-Organize College events for 
Women's History Month. volunteer 
for the Amigos Tutoring Program 
(http://www.kzoo.edu/servicelearning/ 
amigos.htrn). work with College 
Democrats 

-Continue to work on alternative 
fornls of energy. (Last summer the 
student built a solar oven and planted a 
first-time organic garden.) 

Truly, the best part about teaching 
IS be 109 inspired by the students! 

°I LIKE TO GET IN CHARACTCR TO BURRY M Y ACORNS· 
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Thoughts on 8 in '08 Campaign: How Much is Too Much? 
Continued from page 1 environment," said Guzy. 

door-to-door canvassing, and an 
Ecuadorian in a polar bear suit are some 
of tbe strategies implemented to convert 
students to the cause of renewable 
energy. 

Students surveyed often questioned 
tbe ambitious title of the class and tbe 
scope of the issues covered. Guzy 's 
organization often works witb Amnesty 
International to host benefit concerts 
and she complains about tbe lack of 
attention given to buman rights' causes 
on campus. 

campus relevant to global warming, 
but the tools we've learned are much 
broader in relevance." 

Still, the ubiquity of the campaign 
compels some to criticize tbe movement 
for overexposure. Other environmental 
groups contribute to the onslaugbt some 
students feel. EnvOrg, the Sustainability 
Guild, tbe College Democrats, the 
Sustainability Living and Learning 
House, and a few other organizations 
focus on environmentalism either as the 
central or a strong secondary issue. 

sometbmg positive as negative," Torres 
said. "People judge you for drinking 
bottled water." 

Torres quickly distinguished 
between the 8 in '08 campaign and 
the overall environmental culture on 
campus. Sbe supports the campaign but 
not the judgment sbe feels from campus 
environmentalists in general. 

Not everyone welcomes salvation 
througb energy conservation. Many 
students greet tbis new evangelism with 
the same attitude tbat religion receives 
on campus - disdain, annoyance, and 
rejection. 

"People don't even know what the 
Scbool of tbe Americas is but everybody 
knows about tbe 8 in '08 campaign," 
said Guzy. 

"The campaign wasn't meant to 
divide students but to mobilize them," 
said Sam Weaver K'08, a student in the 
"How to Change the World" class. 

A survey conducted by The Index 
found tbat of 40 students wbo knew 
about the 8 in '08 campaign, balf 
supported tbe students' efforts and balf 
were sick of it. 

Cummings pointed out tbat altbougb 
tbe practical component of his course 
focuses on energy conservation, tbe 
tbeoretical scope can apply to a litany 
of issues. His students read Gandhi, 
organizing strategies, and accounts of 
activists working in tbe developing 
world. 

Guzy said the pletbora of In the next few weeks, the class 
plans to target faculty and staff so 
their computers also will be shut down 
wben not in use. In the next week or 
so the students can see tbe product 
of tbe campaign and whether their 
organizing mobilized or alienated their 
constituency. 

organizations pointed to students' 
awareness about tbe issue and 
commitment to bettering the planet. 

"When they just keep saying, 
'Recycle and be environmentally 
conscious,' tbey're annoying people 
who already are," said Guzy. 

Sarab Guzy K' 1 0, president of the 
Music Performance Club, expressed 
disappointment with tbe class and tbe 
overall environmental campaign on 
campus. 

"A class called 'How To Cbange 
The World' should not be about the 

He wrote in an e-mail, "In a limited 
way we bave studied global warming, 
and we bave spent considerable time 
working to bring about changes on 

Lauren Torres K' 10 lamented 
tbe judgment that accompanies 
environmental issues. 

"I think it's just as bad to impose 

Cummings possesses eternal faitb in 
bis students. He said, "Never doubt tbe 
capacity of a small group to bring about 
meaningful change in the world." 

Editorial: How Can We Go Beyond Superficial Tolerance? 
By JOHN FLEMMING 
Staff Writer 

We all share an irrefutably 
universal history and ultimate 
destiny: we were all born and we 
will all die. 

Pethaps, of the two, the 
stronger bond between us all is 
our shared journey to the cessation 
of our being. One day we will no 
longer exist and sooner or later be 
forgotten by the living all together. 
So why, during our lifetime, 
do we place so much emphasis 
and waste so much energy on 
arbitrary constructions that create 

wmecessary cleavages between 
us? 

Wby does a person's 
skin color, sexuality, gender, 
intelligence, class, or any other ill
conceived categorization matter? 
TIus is a question that we often ask 
ourselves and others. However, 
bow many times do we come to a 
clear answer? 

We as a college community 

try to address these issues; we have 
a profusion of LACs that cover a 
wide range of topics from racism to 
sexism to poor little penguins. Yet, 
bow many times do we absorb and 
carry with us the messages that were 
fervently presented? 

Adnllttedly, it's easier said than 
done to attend an LAC, listen to the 
message, embrace it, and change 
ourselves for the better. But, as Sir 
WInston Churchill once said, "It 
is not enough that we do our best; 
sometimes we have to do what's 
required" 

And what is required? It is 
required thatwemutuallyrespect eacb 
other, that we destruct stereotypes, 
that - gasp - we come to college 
with an open mind. Unfortunately, 
many people will read this and thmk 
that many of these suggestions have 
been implemented, and some may 
read this and tllink this is another 
irrelevant plea for tolerance in an 
already tolerant society. 

But there are various instances, 

not just in ovcrall society but bere in 
the Kalamazoo College community, 
wbere racism, sexism, homopbobia, 
religious intolerance, and general 
stereotyping bas manifested itself at 
least subtly. 

Almost too easily can we point 
out the despicable nature of our own 
novelty creation: Kzoo Confessional. 
No, it's not a "rape culture" as some 
have argued, rather, and even more 
sadly, it is our everyday culture, our 
reality. 

Our reality includes the hateful 
attitudes displayed on that website and 
labeling these posts merely as jokes 
neglects the fuct that these attitudes 
still exist Kzoo Confessional is not 
the cause of our intolerant society; 
it is just another product of it To 
decry the bigotry found on Kzoo 
Confessional is a short-term approach 
to addressing these issues. 

The beginning of tolerance starts 
with the understanding of differing 
narratives. It is bard to accept 
something or someone when you 

don '( put yourself into their shoes. 
During a discussion ill high 

scboo~ a fellow classmate mentioned 
that when he gave an opinion on a 
topic, being the only student of his 
race in the class, be often felt like 
other students saw his opinion as the 
"minority perspective" and not Iris 
perspecl1ve. TIlink about that 

Imagine yourself the single 
Latino, Afiican-American, or any 
other nlinority student in a classroom 
and having to feel like you need to 
represent the view of your race - as 
if there were a consensus! Would it 
not anger you to have another student 
view your opinion as "the Latino 
perspective" instead of "well, that's 
just his opinion"? 

If you can't see the difference 
you have failed at understanding a 
differing narrative. To that nlinority 
student, the belittling of his opinion 
matters. 

To be clear, I do believe that 
we have done mucb to rid ourselves 
of overt prejudices and it has 

been through the same type of 
educational devices sucb as LACs 
that much bas been accomplished. 

However - ask someone 
majoring or teaching psychology 
- we still have rampant, subtle, 
neo-prejudice sentiments and 
institutions fostering this culture of 
bate. Sadly, I don't have a panacea 
to fix these problems. What J do 
have is an idea of where to start. 

For a change, the emphasis 
and energy previously placed on 
attempting to highlight arbitrary 
differences should be placed on 
constructing concrete similarities 
among all of us. 

Try to understand the 
perspective and lifeofthe individual 
and not associate it with negative 
stereotypes of his or her religion, 
gender, race, or sexual orientation. 

For if we get to know the 
individual, free from prejudices, 
we can create more bonds during 
our lifetimes before sharing the 
universal destiny: death. 
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Teds Thoughts: March Madness COUN5ELINc; CO~NE~ 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 

Sports Editor 

There are a few clear benefils for the quarter 
system at K College. First of all, going back in late 
Sqjember when the weather is still nice definitely 
he~ My personal fuvorite lies in the timing 
of our. SjIing break and the NCAA basketbalJ 
tournament 

The first rouOO of the toumammt will 1llke 
p1aceMarcb 2(1) and21· , which jt&so bappem to 
be the Thursday and Fridayoffinalsweek.Ifyou're 
lucky, you're already done before Thursday. 

Selection Sunday is less than two weeks 
away, so let's look at some ways to succes;fully 
make or break a !racket. You want to win your. 
poo~ don't you? 

Never 1llke a # 16 sood to win. It will never 
happen. If it bappem this year; 1 will eat my bat 
This is an easy one. 

All #1 seed<Jwill not make the Final Four.. My 
fiIther likes doing this me nearly every year; and 
it drives me nuts, e;pecially if Michigan State is a 
number I seed 

Feel free to p.Jt yoor tiIvori1e team in the Final 
Four., regardless of actual quality; oobody can hate 
you fer being a llon:c-. 

One #5 sood t&Ja!ly kRs to a #12 seed, 
except Iastyeru: Make it a sexy pick Preferably the 
team with the hot tbret>point shooting. 

#2 seeds do very well in the tournament, and 
it doesn't look as sleazy to p.Jt all four. of them in 
the Final Four. Your. call. 

Always 1llke the team with the unheard of 
freshman or sophoolore that lakes a Cirxlerella 
through the coofa= tournaments. They will 
carry their overachieving team to the Sweet 
Sixteen. 

Pick me with a cool mascot to make it to the 
Sweet Sixteen. 

If you don't koow anything about the learn> 

in question,jt& gtlf$.l.ooking at their records and 
schedules won't matter. 

Anybody has a sOOt This is why March 
Macb:ss is nxxe interesting and less fiustrnting 
than the Bowl Champiooohip Series. One la;s 

seems to strengthen IIIClSt teaIm, not knock them 
out of the toumarnent. 

Look at Michigan State in 2005, tqJpling 
both Duke and Kmnx:ky after a rough seasm full 
of disappointtnents. Geotge Mason the next year 
wem all the way to the Final Four, going through 
MSU in the process. 

Don't forget to pay attention to the coofa= 
toumamenIs next week, as well. Not only are 
they a blast to watch, but they give a pretty good 
indicatioo ofwOO is hot (and wOO is worn out). 

I'm getting the shakes jt& thinking about the 
next month Good luck. 

By DR. ALAN HILL 
Associate Director of Counseling 

Social anxiety, aka social phobia, is 
the most ubiquitous of anxiety problems, 
interfering with the lives of at least 10 percent 
of the students at K College. Sufferers of 
social anxiety anticipate social situations 
such as class presentations, gmup projects, 
major events or parties with nerve-wracking 
anxiety. Socially anxious students may start 
avoiding these situations, self-medicate with 
alcohol or pot and/or isolate themselves 
from others. 

The major fear that underlies social 
phobias is that one is going to be judged as 
deficient and/or lose people's approval. The 
thoughtofbeingjudged badly or disapproved 
of is terrifying, for one believes one's self
worth and/or future is dependent on good 
judgments of others and their approval. 

Over time a fear may develop of 
having a visible physical reaction to anxiety 
in a social situation (e.g., shaking hand, 
stuttering, blanking, etc.) as a further reason 
for others to judge or disapprove. In some 
instances panic attacks become part of the 
picture, another reason to avoid the situation 
altogether. 

The solution of choice for social phobias 
is in vivo graduated exposure. By exposing 
oneself gradually to gradations of the actual 
feared social situation one learns that the 
feared catastrophes do not develop and that 
indeed one can deal with the situation and 
does not have to avoid it 

Such gradual exposure requires the 
development of a hierarchy of situations that 
begins with the least anxiety-provoking and 
ends with the highest anxiety situation. For 
example, one may begin with a low anxiety 
situation of saying hi to one person a day, 
and then 10 steps later have a two-minute 
conversation with someone. Or, you may 
start with a presentation to one friend and 
five steps later you present to your class. 
Or, you may start with two minutes in the 
cafeteria and eight steps later spend a half
hour there. 

As you move through the steps it is 
helpful to identify the negative thoughts that 
generate the anxiety and work on changing 
your philosophies that predicate your self
worth or future on the approval of others. 
Assertiveness training can be a helpful 
adjunct So step-by-step you can challenge 
and then overcome your social phobia 

TED'S BRIEFS Howell came 
in sixth In league 
scoring, averaging 
12.5 points per 

the women's tennis tcam could not 
have finished any better, with the 
2-2 Hornets rocking the Bulldogs 
9-0. Kalamazoo not only shut Olivet 
College out of any match victOries, 
but the visitors didn't even win one 
set. 

DePauw University. 

Men Struggle Against Elite 
Competition By TED MAGDZINSKI 

Sports Editor 

Men s Hoops Ends Season 

The first round of the MlAA 
tournament marked the end of 
the season for Hornet basketball, 
with a loss for the men at Albion 
College. After wrapping up the 
season 6-19 with a 3-11 record 
in the MlAA, Kalamazoo had to 

face off in the first round of the 
tournament against the #2 seed 
Albion. 

The Knights dropped 
Kalamazoo 64-56. Trailing by 
only one pornt at halftime, the 
Hornets couldn't come any 
closer. and Albion pulled away in 
the second half behind stronger 
shooting. Commg within three 

with 90 seconds left, free throws 
doomed Kalamazoo down the 
stretch. 

Senior captain Mat Kellogg 
led all scorers with 17 points. Junior 
Henry McCain had 12 points and 
seven reboWlds in the effort. 

Ending their careers as 
Kalamazoo College Hornets are 
Trevor Hough and Sean Smith, as 
well as senior captains Kellogg, Pat 
Clancy and Matt Wagner. 

Rvo Players Selected to AII-MJAA 
Seco/JdTeam 

Senior captain Kelsea Howell 
of the women's team and Kellogg 
have been selected for their strong 
seasons to the AlI-MlAA Second 
Team. 

game, as well as eighth in three
point shooting at 34.4 percent. 
She started all 25 games for the 
Hornets. 

Kellogg also started in every 
game for Kalamazoo, avemging 29 
minutes per game in league play. 
He ranked fifth in the conference in 
scoring with 15.6 points per game. 
6.8 rebounds per game earned him 
sixth place. 

One of the most efficient 
shooters In the MlAA, Kellogg 
came in third in shooting percentage 
(.572}.This is the second consecutive 
year both players have made the 
AlI-MlAA Second Team. 

Women s Tennis Dominates Olivet 

The home MlAA opener for 

In individual games, the 
Hornets took 96 out of 107 played. 
It was almost unfair. 

Leading the victory for 
Kalamazoo at one-singles was 
sophomore Beau Wangtrakuldee, 
who shut her opponent out 6-0, 6-0. 
Senior captain Geneva Garcia also 
got the double-donut win at four
singles. 

Garcia and senior captain Mary 
Atallah also had the perfect score at 
two-<ioubles, well after the match 
was in hand. 

The win gives the Hornets a 
strong start to the MIAA season 
Their next match will be this 
Saturday, March 8 at horne against 

Last Saturday, March I, 
the Kalamazoo College men's 
tennis team (44) played another 
match against a tough opponent, 
this time against sixth-ranked 
DePauw University. 

The match at DePauw ended 
in a 3-6 defeat for the # 16-ranked 
Hornets. Senior Tun Hubbard 
came out ahead in his four-singles 
match WIth a rally after losing the 
first set 3-6. He came back and 
took the next two sets 6-3. 6-4. 

Hubbard and sophomore Joe 
Unger gave Kalamazoo another 
point in their 84 victory at three
doubles. Sophomore Patrick 
Boyd picked up the other point 
for the Hornets at six -singles after 
taking the first set in a tiebreak 
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Changes in Store for Economics & Business 
By ALLISON DE]ONGHE 
StaffWriter 

The Economics and Business 
department separated their major 
into offer two different majors 
for the 2008-2009 school year: a 
major in Economics and a major 
in Business. 

Restructuring the major 
eliminates the areas of 
concentration (Business, Public 
Policy, International Business) 
formerly available for the major 
along with the general major of 
Economics and Business. 

Minors offered in Business, 
Economics, and International 
Economics and Business remain 
mostly unchanged. 

This decision comes "in response 
to student demand and student 
concerns," stated the department in 
a recent memo to Economics and 
Business majors and minors. 

"Many students have said that 
they wanted just a Business major," 
said Department Chair Patrik 
Hultberg. 

Students were also concerned 
about how the information would 
carryover when applying to graduate 
programs. 

"With the current major, the 
concentrations do not show up on 
transcripts," said Hultberg. "It will 
just say a major in Economics and 
Business." 

The department also considered 

comments from alumni with 
Economics and Business majors 
and minors. 

"Several alumni have said 
that they would have like to have 
seen more business courses in the 
department," said Hultberg. 

The ratio of core classes to 
field courses required in the old 
major left some alums feeling that 
they were at a disadvantage for 
jobs. In the old major, students 
were required to take seven core 
classes and two other elective 
courses (three elective courses for 
a concentration). 

"Graduating students were 

Continued on page 6 

Unknown Vandals Deface Hicks Center 
By ]ILLIAN MCLAUGHLIN 
Features Editor the Director of Facilities 

Management, was called to 
Last Sunday, as students survey the damage on his usual 

moved in to residence halls weekend trip to photograph the 
to begin spring quarter, a 
painter working on the Hicks 
construction discovered the 
site had been vandalized. 

The perpetrator or 
perpetrators sprayed "bitch 
ass" in bright orange letters 
across the bookstore window. 
"Fuck you," Hbi penis." and 
"you shall not pass" were 
also found throughout the 
building. 

Paul Manstrom, 

progress of the building. 
Manstrom went upstairs 

and discovered that a window 
had been broken and "fuckin' 
niggers" sprayed on the 
floor where the new Student 
Development office will be. 

Manstromcalled the police. 
"Whoever did this spent some 
time in the building, I'd say 
about an hour, so they weren't 
there to steal anything. They 
were there to cause as much 

trouble as they could," said 
Manstrom. 

Tim Young, Director of 
Security, believes that the 
graffiti was more than likely 
done by students. 

He said the apostrophe 
after the "n" in the slur shows 
that the perpetrator possessed 
knowledge of correct grammar. 
Manstrom agreed. 

"They were somewhat 
literate. That doesn't 
necessarily mean it was K 
College students, but it's not 

Continued on page 4 

Comprehensive Exams: A Thing of the Past? 
By USAPHll.l1PS 
News Editor 

A faculty vote late last 
quarter eliminated Senior 
Comprehensive Exams 
(Comps) as a college-wide 
graduation requirement. 

However, graduating 
seniors may still find 
themselves taking Comps, as 
academic departments have 
the option of requiring them 
for their respective majors. 

"Some departments are 

very interested in keeping 
Comps as an assessment 
tool, a way to assign honors, 
or a method of comparing 
test scores nationally," said 
Professor Elizabeth Manwell, 
member of the Educational 
Policy Committee at K. 

This decision came after 
several years of faculty 
discussion about how to make 
the senior year less stressful 
and more meaningful. 

"Most colleges have 

one capstone experience 
- either a senior thesis or 
Comprehensive exams. K 
was unique in that it required 
both," explained Manwell 

The Distinctive Initiative 
Task Force (DITF) revived the 
dialogue about this issue . A 
recent DITF report suggested 
emphasizing the Senior 
Individualized Project (SIP) 
as the culminating senior 

Continued on page 7 
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Vandalism was found in Hicks at the end of Spring Break. 
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rJ) Name: Aaron 
Coleman 

~ Year: Junior 

U Major 

Z Psychology 

Why did 
~ you choose 
~ psychology as 
~ your major? I 
[""""""'" originally started 

Z out as a HDSR major, but started leaning more 
towards the psych classes than the sociology. I also 

.............. had Dr. Tan for my freshman seminar and 1 really 
,....----, enjoyed it. 

<C What are yourplaJls for your SIP? Creative :::::J expression and poetry as therapy 

Where did you study abroad? caceres, Spain a What was your fal'Orite part? I ooached a little 

U 
girls' basketball team and they were tmdefeated. 
I was also on a basketball team as part of a club. 

~ J1.L5t hanging out in general. 

~ How is life back at K? It is difficult When I was 
abroad everything was new and things Ib.,t I had 
never experiencedlt has also been very bard 
getting back into the mind set of being back at K 
It almost feels like r have taken a step back. 

Does K seem different? Not really. It feels a little 
different with seeing new people on campus and 
the new cat; but overall it's still the same. 

If}YJU could have coffee with anyone who would 
il be and what wouldyou talkabaut? Well I don't 
like coffee so I would have bot chocolate, but 
I would have that with Langston Hughes. We 
would talk about jazz, poetry and life. He seems 

like he was a pretty cool guy. 

If you were an anima/which one would you want 10 be? 
Dolpbin 

Which one would you really be? Tiger 

What is your advice to sophomores going abroad next falP 
Don't be afiaid to throw YOUISelves into it Fully submerge 
yourself in where you are studying. Take advantage of every 
opportunity and remember to even cherish the bard stuff 

Advice far campus. Don't let this place stress you out Work 
bard but recognize it's a means to an end. 

-Alexa Lindsay K'08 
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When Walls Have Ears 
By MARY CORCORAN 
Staff Writer 

I Never KJlew 
Freshmen Musician: "She seemed 

really nice, especiaJJy for a trumpet 
player." 
-heard by Frogger in Trowbridge 

AM, /0 be misled 
Girl to Guy: "I can't believe 

you convinced me not to wear my 
underwear today!" 
-heard by Anonymous in the cafeteria 

Dude! 
"Whoa, we have good high-five 

chemistry." 
-heard by DiscMan in the cafeteria 

Study Abroad Oil the Rocks 
Guy to group: "And then I tried 

to make out with a loose monkey in 
the hotel we were staying at •.. " 
-heard by Anonymous in the cafeteria 
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weekend. 

Photo/Ben VanGeideren K' 1 0 



NEWS I The Index, April 10, 2008 3 

Gualinga Sheds Light on Oil Companies in Ecuadorian Jungle 
By MARY CORCORAN 
Staff Writer 

As he poke of the environmental 
atrocities committed unto his people, the 
indigenous central-Ecuadorian Sarayaku 
tribe, and their native land - merely 
Block 23 to the oil companies - Paul 
Toala Gualinga presented images of lakes 
aflame from oil spillage, children toiling 
in contaminated rivers, women fiercely 
shouting at oil company workers, and 
the larger community coming together in 
counsel, every member echoing the same 
sentiment: "we will not work with oil 
companies." 

Professor John Dugas, Chair of the 
Political Science Department, translated 
the presentation from Mr. Gualinga's native 
tongue to a packed Mandelle Hall as students 
from many majors converged Monday night. 
The presentation, sponsored by the Campus 
Energy Group, doubled as an LAC and a 
Spanish evento, educating students on the 

coming together of an indigenous community 
of 2500 to combat oppressive, illegal action 
taken by international oil companies. 

The northern Ecuadorian jungle has 
come to be known as the "Chernobyl of 
the Amazon," as oil companies constructed 
wells and production stations throughout the 
region, destroying approximately 2.5 million 
acres of jlmgle to date. The cultural impact 
has been huge. As oil companies seek oil as a 
resource by which to fuel developed nations 
across the globe, the indigenous people of 
Ecuador are havmg their own very precious 
recourses denied to them. 

In the region, pollution and oil spills are 
commonplace, and as a result, Mr. Gualinga 
reported the concentration of hydrocarbons 
in rivers were up to 300 times the acceptable 
level, around 350 pools of petroleum were 
left open or partially open, and 94 percent of 
the region's families lost animals or crops to 
the pollution. 

Humidity in the jungle lends itself to 

the spread of contamination. Mr. Gualinga's 
tribe, the Sarayaku, have been among the 
most vocal in petitioning the government 
and international organizations to stop the oil 
companies' forceful intrusion on their land. 
The Sarayaku people lmderstand the earth 

the land .:..- to be, as one tribe member 
explained, "a mother" for whom, ownership 
is impossible and undesired. 

Respect for the land, a major tenet in the 
tribe's teachings, does not mix with profit
driven oil mongers. At one stage in the tribe's 
ongoing fight against the oil companies, 
they marched 30 days to the nation's capital 
where they demanded legal recognition as a 
traditional ancestral territory. In 1992, they 
achieved this goal, which was a significant 
step toward combating the oil companies. 

The tribe was also instrumental in 
securing the passage of International 
Agreement 169, requiring the Ecuadorian 

-government to consult with indigenous tribes 
before permitting oil companies' entrance to 

their land. 
However, cooperation between the 

Ecuadorian government and the nation's 
indigenous people has proven strained in the 
past, as the government has been inclined 
for monetary reasons to protect the interests 
of oil companies, and military blockades 
have repeatedly inhibited the native tribes 
frOID, among other things, sending their 
children beyond the community to further 
their educations. 

At the presentation's conclusion, 
when a student asked Mr. Gualinb'll what 
can be done here on K's campus to help 
a cornmunity half a world away, Gualinga 
urged students on the Quito study abroad 
program to visit the indigenous tribes 
of his country, to talk to human rights 
organizations, and to feel the effects of 
Texaco/Chevron and ConocoPbillips Oil 
for themselves. 

For more irtformation on the situation 
in Ecuador, visit www.Sarayaku.com. 

Despite Vandalism, Hicks Renovation Progress Stays On Track 
By KAMMY WEBB 
Staff Writer 

Despite delays, Paul 
Manstrom, Director of 
Facilities Management, 
projects that the majority of 
the new Hicks Center will be 
complete in time for seniors 
to enjoy it during the last few 
weeks before graduation. 

Workers have experienced 
problems with tbe construction 
progress from the beginning -
the building was not enclosed 
in time to protect it from 
harsh weather, the long and 
bitter winter created setbacks, 
and with multiple high areas 
to work in, often only a few 
people have been able to work 
at one time. 

"It' s a hard area to 
coordinate," said Manstrom. 

The heart of Hicks - the 
Arcus Atrium and the new 
cafe (which will take the place 
of tbe QuadStop) should be 
completed by the beginning of 

May. The cafe, dubbed "The 
Richardson Room" in honor 
of a large donation by Trustee 
William Richardson, will be in 
the old President's Lounge. 

The shakes and prepared 
sandwiches will be back, but, 
because of budget issues, 
Sodexho eliminated the grill. 
For the remainder of the year 
students will be able to use 
their Munch Money from both 
this quarter and last quarter. 
Those who are abroad this 
quarter will be able to collect 
their Munch Money from the 
Business Office, according to 
Sodexho's Mark Wilson. 

Manstrom expects the new 
student organization rooms, 
the new banquet facility. the 
game room and the movie 
room to be completed before 
Commencement. The mail, 
health, and counseling centers 
will also most likely be 
finished, but will not move 
from their current areas until 

the summer. 
The 

college 
received a 
donation 
to fix up 
the back 
of Hicks 
for outdoor 
cafeteria 
seating, 
but, as this 
was not 
part of the 
construction 
contract, 
it will be 
a summer 
FacMan 
project to be 
completed 
by next fall. 

In addition to all of the 
new spaces , community 
members can find evidence of 
LEED certificatIOn throughout 
the building. The windows 
have been replaced with high-

efficiency ones, the roof is 
made of rubber from recycled 
tires, much of the floor is made 
of cork (a rapidly renewable 
resource), the boilers are high
efficiency, and 95 percent of 

the demolition and construction 
waste is being recycled. Even 
the urinals are eco-friendly 
they are all waterless . 

Continued on page 4 
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Robyn's Day in the Life of~uAn AMIGOs Mentor 
By ROBYN MCBRIDE 
StaifWriter 

I felt apprehensive as I walked into Maple Street 
Middle School last Thursday. Having worked as an 
AMIGO for a short stint over two years ago , I felt 
intimidated by what could be in store. Once I saw 
kids barrelmg towards me, yelling at their fnends 
and gripping their binders, I knew things couldn't 
have changed too much. Tbus began my day as an 
AMIGO. 

I followed four otber AMIGOS through the 
school to Ms. Fleming's bilingual classroom. I was 
surprised when we arrived to hear only English 
coming from the students. I was expecting to hear 
many of the students chatting in Spanish, as I had 
encountered in my past experience. I didn't have 
much time to think about this before Ms. Fleming 
assigned me to work with Monserrat, a polite 13-
year-old student. 

Ms. Fleming assigned the two of us to think 
up questions about the upcoming spring break to 

ask another student in the class. She didn't speak 
any Spanish witb me, which was very disappointing 
since I need to sharpen my Spanish skills before 
my oral comps in a few weeks. I tried asking her a 
few questions in Spanish, but she mostly answered 
in Englisb. A little frustrated, I asked her about her 
Spanisb speaking experience. 

"I don't really speak Spanish at home," she said. 
"I used to read a lot of Spanish in first grade, but once 
I started hanging out wltb new people, I didn't really 
know it anymore." 

I couldn't blame her for losing her Spanish, as I 
know from my own experience it's an easy thing to 
lose. Though she speaks mainly English now, she did 
say that she likes baving an AMIGO. After finishing 
up our questions about spring break, I went to talk 
with one of her classmates, Carlos, a chatty seventh
grader. 

Carlos agreed with Monserrat about the AMIGOS 
program. "I like it because I get extra help wben I 
don't understand stuff and it's fun," he said. "I'd like 

to be an AMIGO one day." 
Carlos works with Sally Warner K'08. We got a 

chance to talk about the program whtle the students 
were working. 

"This is my first year doing AMIGOS, but it has 
been a lot of fun. But more tban anything, I tbink 
we AMIGOS help to get the students thinking about 
going to college. With the Kalamazoo Promise, 
all of the students can afford to go to college, so 
it's important that they stay in school and keep up 
with their work," she said. "Obviously, it's bard to 
know if we are being successful in this regard, but 
sometimes Carlos asks me questions about college, 
so I think he is interested." 

After chatting with Sally and Carlos a bit more 
about school and spring break, my day at AMIGOS 
was done. Though it was short, it was nice to see 
that the program I once participated in was still 
making a difference at the school. I didn't speak 
any Spanish with the students, but hey, maybe 
that's what next Tbursday is for. 

Vandals Mark Hicks Over Break Update on Hicks Progress 
Continued from page 1 

vandalizing stuff," he 
said. 

Dean Westfall 
disagreed, although she did 
not completely rule out the 
possibility that students 
perpetrated the vandalism. 

She pointed out that 
unlike past incidents of slurs 
and graffiti , the vandalism at 
Hicks could not be seen by 
the majority of the student 
body and the slur was not the 
bulk of the damage caused. 

"This incident doesn't 
feel like the incident last 
spring," sbe said. 

Currently, the police have 
no leads. The construction 
team heightened security 
as they work to finish the 
building. 

Young said that his 
security team plans to set 
up a camera system to make 
campus safer. Also, Young 
received authorization to 

expand his staff to add two 
more part-time positions. 

Still, the effects of the 
vandalism remain. 

"Stuff like that always 
sends shivers up my 
spine when I see it," said 
Manstrom. 

Photo/Paul Manstrom 
Damage to Hicks included broken windows and graffiti through
out areas of construction. 

Continued from page 3 

Further evidence of the 
dedication to being green 
will be seen outside of tbe 
Hicks Center. In addition to 
more bike racks and fewer 
parking spaces (an effort to 
encourage more carpooling), 
some parking spots will be 
reserved for hybrids and for 
van pooling. 

"The new Hicks will be a 
state of the art building from 
an energy and environment 
standpoint," said Manstrom. 
For this, he credits the students. 
" ... [S]tudents pushing for 
LEED protected all these 
things." The Hicks Center will 
very likely receive a Silver 
LEED rating - one level higher 
than the college guaranteed. 

Manstrom also stressed 
the new occupant-friendly 
features of the building, 
including efforts for better air 
quality and the installation of a 
system to measure CO, levels. 
The building will be open 24 
hours, and has been designed 

so that each space will be 
easily accessible. 

"The old Hicks was a tomb 
except during meal hours," 
Manstrom said. "This will 
be a lot different. We tried to 
build a place that would draw 
students in." 

The mail center (with one 
mailbox per student) has been 
consolidated, so that students 
and faculty will pick up their 
mail at the same location, and 
the student orgallization rooms, 
witb spaces and supplies for 
the groups to meet and create 
such things as posters and 
flyers, will encourage much 
partnership and sharing. 

The purpose is to 
"bring everyone in" said 
Manstrom, with "no academic 
overtones. n 

The only exception to the 
lack of academia is a 24-hour 
computer lab in the back of the 
building. Manstrom likened 
the Hicks transformation to 
tbat of the Upjohn Library, and 
said, "I think it's going to be a 
great building." 
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Reflections on Study Abroad: Running Away or Running To? 
By KATIE PROUT 
Staff Writer 

I wasn't really thinking clearly 
when I applied to go to India for my 
study abroad Sophomore fall found 
me breaking up witl) my hoyfriend 
and seriously considering dropping 
out of K because I was sick and tired 
of feeling claustrophobic. As my 
nails were bitten past their quick, 
taking up chain-smoking seemed 
to be an attractive alternative to 
chewing on my hands. My decision 
to apply to India was effectively a 
decision to run away, but although 
I knew what I was running from, I 
could never have guessed what I was 
running to. 

I packed my running shoes 
before leaving, along with a heavy
duty pair of sandals and a ''nice'' pair 
offlip-flops. Running was my way of 
seeing the world around me without 
having to commit to being there. I 
could place myself in it but could 
also continue on, some anonymous 
sweaty kid in her brother's football 
shorts. It was also a way to feel with 

my feet what I couldn't otherwise 
sense or understand; the cracked 
sidewalk of Kalamazoo's North 
side, the cold pavement around the 
Hudson River in the middle of a 
New York winter, the sinking grass 
around the dirt paths that ribboned 
up and down my town's graveyard 
near the local lake. It wasn't a habit I 
could leave back in the States. 

The first time I went running 
in India I got lost in a light early 
morning rain around our ramshackle 
neighborhood. Babies with chubby 
butts and kohl-lined eyes were 
being diligently washed by mothers 
younger than me from sma1I creeks 
running alongside their row of 
cement or scrap homes. Some of 
them would whisper to each other 
and laugh as I went by, but their eyes 
were friendly. Men shot snot out of 
both nostrils, and then took a long 
drag on banana-leaf cigarettes as they 
stared at me slogging along. Scraped 
and scarred street dogs stiffened as I 
passed, then chased me down a tiny 
narrow alley, where I was rescued 

from my own idiocy by a tiny old 
woman in the white sari of a widow. 
Brandishing nothing but her skinny, 
sword-like arms, she terrorized 
the dogs into submission, and then 
turned to me. "Bad dogs," sbe said 
in English. "Good girl." I could hear 
the unspoken "but. .. " as she paused, 
then looked at me straight through 
the rain with her cataract eyes and 
said, ''GO SLOW." 

I didn't stop running in India, 
but I did try to take her advice, not 
just in the way I moved, but in the 
way I thought, the conclusions I 
would jump to, my internal pace. 
Running in India was not exactly the 
comfort it was back horne, for now I 
was the anomaly, I was the one being 
watched and studied Running was a 
privileged thing, a foreign habit I bad 
no power in my anonymity. A panting 
sweating white girl in Knlkata stands 
out like, well, a panting sweating 
white girl in Kolkata. 

I ran in the early morning sun, 
passing gigantic cows and school 
kids in matching uniforms. I ran 

under damp white sheets and around 
saris stretched to dry outside on 
swept ground. I watched old men 
do yoga despite their round rice 
and potato bellies and I saw women 
unwind their long hair to brush out 
the lice. I definitely ran with the 
pungent chemical oils from my own 
lice treatment rubbed well into my 
scalp. 

Besides being chased by dogs, I 
was chased by taxis with the drivers 
shouting out their offers to drive me 
where I wanted to go, young boys 
who wanted to rnce, older boys who 
wanted something else entirely, and 
goats. I got marriage proposals, 
whistles, hostile stares, and countless 
questions about where I was from 
and where I was going. 

In one tiny village on the Indian 
Ocean, two different motorcycles 
stopped to ask if I was in some sort 
of trouble. '11's too hot to exercise!" 
they exclaimed in disbelief, tucking 
this story in their head to add to their 
already extensive collection about 
how bizarre white people are. In the 

same village, I followed the tide out 
four kilometers to watch men mend 
fishing nets that should've been 
under twenty or thirty feet of salt 
water, the small palms of puddles 
left behind reflecting pockets of sky. 
It was silent, and felt like the moon, 
and as I ran back barefoot, I scattered 
hundreds of bright red crabs on the 
prowl for scavenged food. 

The last two weeks in India, 
I didn't run, but I walked from 
village to village in the Himalayan 
Mountains of Sikkim wearing my 
shoes. We were broke and exhausted 
but in the clouds, barely on earth. 
One night on the walk back up to 
the place we slept, I did go slow, 
watching my frosted breath cloud 
the stars around my head Half 
drunk and entirely happy, I finally 
felt content to be who I was where I 
was. For the first time in a long time, 
I didn't want to run away. A week 
later, after the long plane ride home, 
1 wore my shoes, caked in mud and 
grass and cow dung, when I finally 
stepped back onto Michigan snow. 

Chapel Chat: One Junior's Search For Peace 
By ALEXANDRA LEONARD 
Student Chaplain 

1 have a craving for peace and 
meaning, more than at nearly any other 
point in my life. Arriving home from 
Kenya six weeks ago gave me a sense of 
relief but also a terrible longing for the 
place I'd just returned from. 

Let me summarize a bit from 
the beginning. A group of nine of us 
landed in Nairobi excited for the type 
of insight and perspective the next six 
months would bring us, hoping our host 
families would like us, hoping we could 
fit in and understand the local culture 
better in the corning weeks. We were 
complete strangers and that was pretty 
obvious to everyone who came across us 
in those first weeks. But we learned in 
our families, in our classes, in walking 
around the city, exactly how to fit in a 
little better. And it got easier - to figure 

out how to fit in, to form new relationships 
and to exist tn the pace of life in Nairobi. 
I left home knowing that no matter what 
happened in Kenya, it would be a powerful 
and life-changing experience, but 1 had no 
idea of the extent. 

After a few months of classes and 
adjusting and lots of fun times, the 
Kenyan presidential election drew closer 
and the country became tense with 
anticipation for the result. I didn't quite 
understand this tension and was told 
many times, "Oh, just wait and see ... 
You'll see the way it can be," but none 
of the Kenyans around me even predicted 
what did happen: Half a million people 
displaced from their homes and over 1000 
dead in post-election violence because of 
an extremely close, many argue rigged, 
election. This violence was perpetuated 
by their own countrymen over deep tribal 
resentments, creating a people disgusted 

and frustrated at the inability and refusal 
of their government to address their 
needs. 

Many of Kenya 's problems came right 
to the forefront. "You look at this beautiful 
country right now and you think it is 
peaceful," our remarkably wise political 
science professor at the University of 
Nairobi told us in November, a month 
before the elections, "but you watch 
carefully in the coming month, and you 
may see the sleeping lion of deep-seated 
tribal tension in Kenya awaken through 
tbls election." 

Then home. So much loss I feel 
right now. Loss of the country I had to 
leave but feel so connected to, loss of the 
Kenyan family I became so close to, and 
then home to face the loss of loved ones 
I didn't know I'd never see again before I 
left. So where to search for peace amongst 
all the turmoil I've felt and seen in the past 

months? In the old relationships I have 
on this campus, in new ones I've formed 
in Kenya and since coming back here, in 
pounng myself into studies. And mainly, 
giving myself some time. This doesn't 
mean laziness at all, as I used to mistake 
not always focusing on schoolwork. 
Instead it means a greater awareness of 
my own needs and attending to tbem as 
one attends to homework to be sure we're 
in the physical and mental condition to 
be able to live. 

There is a lot going on in the world all 
the time and it can easily get us ahsorbed 
in overwhelming and frustrating feelings, 
leaving us completely unsure of what to 
do or where to go from there. But if we 
give ourselves the time to think, to be 
with ourselves, to be with others, and to 
buckle down and do what we know we 
need to do, it just might come out that 
this is really an. all right place to be. 
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Economics & Business Department Decides to Split 
Continued from page 1 

having a hard time getting 
their foot in the door for jobs 
because they didn't have 
the skills necessary," said 
Hultberg. 

The new major will 
require only six core classes, 
including senior seminar, and 
four elective courses. 

The department hopes 
that this new system will give 
students more experience in 
their major and help them 
appeal to employers. 

Along with the changes 
in requirements, classes will 
also incur some changes. 
The two principles classes 

for "Microeconomics" and 
"Macroeconomics" will be 
incorporated into one single 
course. 

To complement the 
new business major, the 
department plans to add two 
new intermediate classes: 
"Theory of the Firm" and 
"National Income and 
Business Cycles." These 
courses "will be similar, but 
not identical, to the current 
Intermediate Microeconomics 
and Intermediate 
Macroeconomics courses," 
according to the departmental 
memo. 

A new international 
business course will be 

offered as well, named "Open 
Economy Macroeconomics." 

Hultberg said that in the 
future, "the department would 
like to offer more business 
major courses, including 
courses in marketing and 
management." 

Current students with 
Economics and Business 
majors and minors can 
complete their degrees 
according to the catalog of 
their year of entry. However, 
they also have the option of 
switching over to the new 
major if they choose. 

Switching to the new 
majors presents challenges 
to students. The new course 

requirements reduce the 
two principles courses 
("Microeconomics" and 
"Macroeconomics") that most 
Economics and Business 
students have taken into 
only one class credit toward 
the major resulting in more 
courses to complete the 
degree. 

Also, some electi ves that 
previously counted toward 
Business concentration do 
not count towards the new 
Business major, such as 
"Law and Economics" and 
"Industrial Organization and 
Public Policy." 

In addition to student and 
alumni demands and concerns, 

the departmental memo stated 
that the decision to change the 
major came in part hecause of 
"larger changes at Kalamazoo 
College." 

According to Professor 
Hultberg, these changes 
include the recent 
Distinctiveness Initiative 
Ta&k Force (DITF) proposal 
for curriculum change in the 
department. 

The DITF proposal 
includes a plan to integrate 
experiential fieldwork 
with classroom academics 
to improve and add to the 
students' knowledge in the 
Economics or Business 
majors. 

COUNSELINC; CO~NE~ SKWIRRELS By JAMES SPICA 

By DR. ALAN HILL 
Associate Director of Counselin g 

The Male Code: What is it 
doing to Male Relationships? 

During the spring quarter, 
Counseling Center staff will be 
writing about relationships within 
a variety of contexts. In addition 
to the current article concerning 
male relationships, topics will 
include healthy fighting, hooking 
up, breaking up, and technology
based relationships. 

Men who grow up in the 
United States are introduced to the 
'male code' at an early age. This 
code often provides men with a 
framework to view relationships. 
Although there are slight variations 
of the male code, it usually invites 
men to fear inllmacy; prefer 
autonomy; and be competitive, 
Invulnerable, stoic, and tough. 

Clearly. there is a continuum In 

which men subscribe to this code, 
with some men devoting their life 
to the code and others trying to 
reverse the code. On one hand, the 
code allows men to avoid dealing 
with tough relationship issues 

because they are perceived as not 
having the capability of dealing 
with them. For example, when a 
woman has something important 
on her mind, many men are able 
to sl ip away from the conversation 
by citing the male code. On the 
other hand, the code is devastating 
and makes it challenging for 
us to have healthy and intimate 
relationships. 

There is a healthy balance 
between being a 'manly man' 
and an emotional man. I believe 
there is enough room for men 
to be both, if they are willing 
to take risks by sharing parts of 
themselves that lead to vulnerable 
feelings. By talkIng through 
difficult conversations rather than 
being tough and stoic, I strongly 
believe men will feel better about 
themselves and their relationships. 
Furthermore. their partners and 
friends may greatly appreciate a 
man who knows himself and is not 
afraid to be vulnerable. Thus, men 
at K College may want to take a 
fresh look at how the male code is 
Impacting their relationships. 

s[TIw I f\ R c L 5 

·PROVING, BEYOND ALL REASONABLE DOUBT, THAT MY CLIENT DID 
NOT GIVE THA T WOMAN RABIES. • 
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Departments Vary on Comprehensive Exam Elimination 
Continued from page 1 

experience. 

catalogue, so decisions will most 
likcly be made before or during the 
summer. . 

value of the examinations. 

The Educational Policies 

The Biology, Physics, Political 
Science, German, and History 
departments will all keep their Comps 
as-is. Student reaction is decidedly 

mixed. Many students who anticipate 
still taking Comps are upset. 

"I thought Comps were completely 
worthless. We've already been tested 
over the material before," said Biology 
major Stefano Crescentini K'OS. 

However, others thought a 
Commi ttee brought the proposal 
before the faculty at the end of 
winter quarter. Faculty decided to 
eliminate the Comps requirement 
almost unanimously, with only two 
dissenting votes. 

Economics and Business, Theatre, 
and Psychology are all looking to 
reduce current Comps requirements, 
although no firm decisions have been' 
made. 

"If anything, I feel angry, because 
I still have to take them," said Rico 
Javier K'09, a Biology major. 

cumulative test was worthwhile. 
"As a student, I like the idea of 

getting rid of them, but I also see 
the educational value of requiring a 
comprehensive examination of what 
you've learned," said Emily Dayton 
K'OS, a Human Development and 
Social Relations major. 

Several academic disciplines "I'm jealous that others don't 
have to take them and we do. I think 
it should be everyone or no one," 
added Andrew Tyner K'09, a Political 
Science major. 

In the wake of the decision, 
K's academic departments have 
begun to look deeper at their Comps 
requirements. Most departments are 
undecided at this time as to whether 
they wi 11 keep their recent Comps 
policy, or change the requirement. 

However, several departments 
have already reached firm decisions. 
The English Department has 
eliminated Comps as a graduation 
requirement. 

are looking at dropping sections of 
Comps, such as eliminating oral exam 
components. Other department heads 
mentioned the possibility of using 
Comps to decide which graduating 
seniors would get honors in their 
discipline. 

There is no official deadline for 
departments to decide whether they 
will still require Comps. However, 
Manwell noted that the changes will 
be included in the new academic 

Some students expressed 
indi fference. 

"It's not going to be that big of 
a hassle; by that time you should 
already know the stuff," said Alex 
Lloyd-Evans K' 11. 

Some seniors who had already taken 
Comps questioned the educational 

Manwell also emphasized the 
positive experience that can come 
from Comps. "There's something 
really satisfying about showing that 
in four years, you've managed to 
accomplish an incredible amount of 
work and that you have a command of 
a body of knowledge," she said. 

Ruminating on Relevant Rants: Seniors Sound Off 
By STACY LEA YENS & 

KATIE HARLOW 
Staff Writers 

As spring quarter kicks 
. off, what are Kalamazoo 
College students thinking 
about? We probed the 
minds of students in the 
library to find out. 

A "concerned citizen" 
of Kalamazoo College 
stated, "Someone is going 
to die or be seriously 
injured if students, faculty, 
and members of the 
Kalamazoo community do 
not slow down on Academy 
Street! I have enough to 
consider in my day and the 
last thing I want to worry 
about is some jag-bag in 
a Prius, listening to Feist, 
trying to save the polar 
bears at the expense of my 
legs." 

Other students are 
most concerned with the 
choices made by campus 

administration. Eric Beers 
K'OS said, "I recently heard 
that the administration was 
still handling sexual assault 
poorly, which makes me 
want to die inside." 

Caleb Howcroft K'08 
explained, "There are a 
number of occurrences 
that have taken place 
lately that have seriously 
degraded the small
school feel of Kalamazoo 
College." He listed a 
few instances, including 
overfilled classrooms 
and the impersonal feel 
of the Registrar's office. 
Most specifically he noted 
the ridiculousness of the 
confirmation process which 
puts technology in the way 
of personal interaction. 

Brady Donaldson K'OS 
also expressed her concerns 
with the administration. 
She stated, "I'm angry that 

the administration seems to 
be pressuring the Chapel 
program to be more suited 
towards religiOUS students, 
rather than letting it be a 
secular community space 
with a spiritual focus." 

And speaking of 
community space, 1.S. 
K'08 discussed the need 
for such a space during 
campus renovations. She 
explained, "Our class has 
been displaced the most, 
and the administration has 
fallen through on their 
promises about ways to 
bring us together." With the 
rebuilding of the library, 
quickly followed by the 
renovations of Hicks Center, 
the senior class has often 
been without an important 
space to gather. 

The Old Welles 
Cafeteria also seems to be 
a site for concern. A.M.B., 

K 'OS, proclaimed that 
"the cafeteria is unwilling 
to accommodate Jewish 
students during Passover. 
We have given them menus 
and clear directions on 
kosher laws, but it just 
hasn't happened ... and they 
won't let Jewish students 
off the meal plan during the 
holiday." 

Juli Scalf K '07 was also 
distressed about the cafeteria. 
"Off-campus juniors don't 
get cheap lunch on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays; they have 
to pay full price," she said. 

A final common thread of 
anguish among our subjects 
was that of the little things in 
life, like T-shirts and coffee. 
J.S. k'OS, as a scholar of the 
humanities, questioned the 
unfairness of departmental 
T-shirts. "Why do Chern and 
Bio kids get all the T-shirts? 
What about those History 

and English majors?" she 
said. 

Further, seniors Caleb 
and A.M.B both wonder 
where the free coffee is. 
"When I was a first-ycar, 
watching all those seniors 
get those free coffees, I 
thought to myself, 'That 
will be me one day,'" 
Caleb said. That day has 
still not come for him. 

SEND US 
YOUR 
RANTS! 

I DEX@KZOo.EDU 

. ~ 
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Men's and Women's Swim Teams Recognized After Successful Seasons 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 

Sports Editor time selections. 

With the regular season long since 
over, the Kalamazoo College swimming 
and diving teams did not halt their success 
after the MlA.'<\ Championships. More 
events needed to be swum, more records 
needed to be broken, and more swimmers 
needed to earn conference and national 
accolades. 

in the league," said StefL "However next 
year the goal is to not only get All-MIAA, 
but to improve my times and hopefully be 
All-American. " 

The men's swimming team earned 

At the MJAAs, Dekker placed second 
in three individual events and swam on 
both championship Medley Relay teams. 
Booms won the 200 Breaststroke and 

The Hornets really sbined in their 
relay events. By the end of tbe meet, the 
200 Medley Relay team (Ellis, Espinosa, 
Dekker, Brian Bazzell) and the 400 
Medley Relay team (Ellis, Espinosa, 
Dekker, Fleming) both broke school and 
MJAA records, also earning All-American 
honors. 

Eight Kalamazoo College swimmers 
were selected to the 2008 All-MIAA 
Swimming/Diving Teams. Junior Katie 
Stefl dominated the MJAAs, earning a 
spot on the team with victories in the 400 
Individual Medley and the 200 Butterfly. 
Stefl also took second place in the 500 
Freestyle. 

First-time selection sophomore Katy 
Knoechel finished second in the 100 
Butterfly. Sophomore Marie Stuve also 
earned her first selection to the All-MJAA 
team with her victory in the 500 Freestyle 
at the MIAA Championships. 

some exposure 
for themselves 
as well, 
finishing 15'" at 
the NCAA III 
Championships. 
Ending with 
86 points, they 
edged out rival 
Hope College 
by two points. 
At the March 
20-22 event, 
six Kalamazoo 
swimmers 
competed. 

Several 
male swimmers 
also earned 
AII-MIAA 
honors, 
them 

among 
third-

time selection 

Espinosa took the 
100 Breaststroke, 
as well as sharing 
the victories 
of the Medley 
Relay teams. 
Fleming won the 
200 Freestyle and 
the 400 Medley 
Relay. Limited 
by an lDJUry, 
Ellis was limited 
to swimming in 
the 400 Medley 
Relay. 

"Relays are my favorite aspect of the 
sport," said Dekker. "On our team it is an 
honor to be on a relay and I think we are 
all proud of our performances in Oxford." 

The 200 Freestyle Relay broke a 
school record and earned honorable 
mention status, and the 800 Freestyle 
Relay earned the honorable mention status 
as well. 

With Nationals going better overall 
than a third-place finish at the MJAAs this 
year, Ellis knows the team will only be 
getting deeper next year. 

"We will be in the running for an 
MJAA championship next year," said 
Ellis. 

Dekker expressed similar sentiments. The strong performances in her events 
at the MIAAs gave Stefl an invitation to 
the NCAA Division III Championships 
in Athens, Ohio in mid-March. She won 
honorable mention All-American honors 
with her 16th place finish in the 200 
Butterfly. Still, the trip out there gave her 
even more motivation for next season. 

junior Bobby The swim teams sent eight qualifiers to tht: Z()Ol! 

Wit h 
improved healtb 
for the NCAA III 
Championships, 
Ellis helped the 
Hornets ligbt up 
the scoreboard 
in Oxford, Obio. 
With individual 
performances, 
Ellis earned All-

"I'm expecting us to win conference 
next year and hopefully place top ten at 
nationals," said the junior. 

For the women, Stefl will help lead 
the team to another strong performance in 
the conference next season. 

Dekker, junior NCAA Division III Championships. 
Ryan Booms, 

"AlI-MlAA is definitely an honor, 
and it means that you've proven yourself 

sophomore Alfonso Espinosa, sophomore 
Paul Ellis, and freshman Craig Fleming. 
Booms, Espinosa, and Ellis are all second-

American honors with a fifth-place finish 
in the 100 backstroke and a seventh-place 
finish in the 200 backstroke. 

"I think we have great potential, and I 
think we're looking at a strong season next 
year," said Stefl. 

/ 

TED'S BRIEFS 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 

SportS Editor 

Baseball Dominates. 
Sweeps Finlal/dia 

After a shaky start to 
the season, the Kalamazoo 
College baseball team (5-6, 
2-6 MIAA) has won three 
straight games. Monday, 
April 7, the Hornets crushed 
Finlandia University in a 
double-header. 

In the opening game, 

Kalamazoo won 13-3, scoring In the second game, Ihe 
in every inning. They outhit Hornets shut out Finlandia 
the Lions 12-7. Sophomore 12-0. Opening up the game 
Ben Schroeder picked up the with a four-run lead in the 
victory, throwing for five first inning, Kalamazoo didn't 
innings and only giving up look back. AgalD, the Hornets 
one run off of two hits. He had a big advantage in hits, 
struck out seven batters of the 15-3. 
16 he faced. FlDlandia only managed 

Senior outfielder Jeff three hits off the Hornet 
Leone had two hits and pitchers, sophomore starter 
three RBIs, and junior Ryan Brandon Luczak and 
Benjamin had two RBIs off of sophomore Ben Minkoff. 
a double and a triple. Sophomore Larry Briski 

had three hits and three 
RBIs. Five walks and three 
errors contributed to the four 
unearned runs the Hornets 
picked up. 

Kalamazoo plays a 
doubleheader today at 
Albion College, and another 
doubleheader thiS Saturday, 
April 12, at home against 
Albion. Tbat doubleheader 
starts at 1 :00 PM. 

Softball s Sfl uggles Contil/ue 

The Kalamazoo women's 
softball team (1-11, 0-2 
MIAA) has had a rough start 
to the season. Picking up their 

sole win early in the season, 
they have lost nine straight. 

In their ~econd game of a 
doubleheader last Saturday, 
April 5 against Albion 
College, they fell behind 
13-1 in the sixth inning 
before picking up eight runs 
in the bottom of the inning. 
Sophomore Kelly Ames and 
freshman Michelle MaiuTi 
picked up 2 RBIs each in the 
effort. 

The Hornets competed 
against Alma College at 
home on Tuesday, April 8, 
and play this Saturday, April 
12 against Olivet College at 
home. 
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New Laundry Facilities To Clean Out Students' Wallets 
Student Development Will Implement Laundry Fees 
By LISA PHILLIPS 
NewsEdiror 

Next fall, washing your clothes 
will cost more than just time and 
energy. 

Students at K will pay for use 
of washers and dryers in residence 
halls, as Residential Life decided to 
contract with Great Lakes Laundry 
for the coming school year. 

Jansma, Associate Dean of Students. 
Great Lakes Laundry will install 

new washers and dryers in all the 
residence halls. These machines will 
be double the capacity of current 
machines and are more eco-friendly 
and energy efficient, with an Energy
Star rating. 

However, to use the new facilities, 
students will need a laundry card that 
can be purchased over the summer. 

house an ATM-Iike machine where 
students can put more money on 
their laundry cards or buy a new 
one. Laundry cards can be used 
indefinitely and will not expire 
over a certain time period. 

The change came after 
widespread student complaints 
about the laundry facilities at 
K. "Laundry was the only thing 
mentioned across the board in the 
every residence hall in our Quality 
of Life survey," said Jansma. 

APRIL 17, 2008 

"Kalamazoo students have 
been very fortunate for a long time 
- if we could have kept the service 
free, we would have. We can't 
offer this quality of machines to 
students by ourselves," said Dana 

Each wash and dry will cost $1.25 
if purchased individually. Several 
package deals are available, the 
largest being 42 loads for $85.00. 

Students complained of the 

The new Hicks Center will Continued on page 6 

Business Guild Event "Wild Success" 
By ALLISON DE]ONGHE 
StaffWriter 

Students, facuity, and 
members of the Kalamazoo 
community gathered this 
past weekend for the 
inaugural event of the 
newly formed Business 
Guild: "Entrepreneurship: 
From Idea to Reality." 

"Before the event 
took place, I asked the 
members of the Business 
Guild what wild success 
would look like," said 
Guilds coordinator Joan 
Hawxhurst. "This was 

wild success!" 
On Friday, a panel of 

Kalamazoo College alumni 
entrepreneurs shared their 
experiences in the business 
world. 

The second part of the 
event on Saturday featured 
a lecture from Barry Smith 
K'70, a Kalamazoo alumni 
and owner of Great Lakes 
Aviation Holdings, Inc. 

Panel members on Friday 
included Bruce Johnson 
K '76, owner of Gazelle 
Sports, and Mike McFall 
K'94, President of Global 

Orange Development 
the franchiser for BIGGBY 
Coffee. 

Chad Goodwill K '92, 
who started a nonprofit 
company in Colorado, and 
Harry Gaggos K'04, owner 
of The Daily Grind (a 
coffeehouse in the basement 
of the old Hicks building), 
also contributed. 

The panel discussion 
centered on questions 
from the Business Guild. 
Panelists also gave advice 

Continued on page 7 

SSDP Seeks to Clarify Privacy Rights 
By LESLIE PETROVICH 

said Schweitzer. "We want to 

Photo/Louis Jeannot 

Bruce]ohnson K'76 speaks at Friday's Guild event. 

IN THIS ISSUE 
SIPS THAT CHANGE THE WORLD 

Staff Writer 

At the beginning of April, 
Students for a Sensible Drug 
Policy (SSDP) celebrated its 
one-year anniversary with the 
launching of a campaign for 
increased awareness of student 
privacy rights . 

of our national government's 
War on Drugs and the futility 
of current prohibitive drug and 
alcohol laws. 

minimize that antagonism and Eight seniors present their work 
turn it into a relationship of 

"The campus can be a lab for 
change," said Dan Mitler K' I 0, 
founder of SSDP. 

Mitler brought SSDP to K 
to publicize the negative impacts 

Now SSDP, and particularly 
Leeor Schweitzer K' II, is 
tackling the problem of"improper 
abuses of power" by RAs and 
college officials in regards to 
residence halls. 

Current regulations for 
personal privacy in dorms is 
"breeding lots of antagonism 
between students and RAs," 

trust." 
The problems SSDP finds 

are in the specific wording 
of the dorm privacy policy; 
namely, there is not enough 
of it. Schweitzer feels that the 
language needs to be significantly 
more specific, so students (and 
RAs) know exactly what their 

Continued on page 3 
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Name . 
Brandon 
Luczak 

Yea," 
Sophomore 

Major: 
Chemistry 

Why 
did you 
choose to 
become a 
chemistry 
major? 

I'm interested in going to medical 
school to be an ortl\opedic 
surgeon. 

Why did you decide to come to K? 
I carne for the education as well 
as the ability to play sports. 

What sport(s) do you play at K? 
Football and baseball 

What is it like being a student 
athlete? It is definitely 
challenging. You have to really 
learn how to manage yo ur time, 
but it is fun and rewarding also. 

What would you say is the hardest 
part? All the work that has to 
be done, whether practice or 
homework. 

If you were an animal which one 
would you want to be? A lion 

Which animal would you really 
be? An all igator 

If you could have coffee wirh anyone dead 
or alive, who would it be and what would 
you talk about? I wou ld have coffee with 
Babe Ruth to talk about baseball. 

Pet Peeve: Pointless voicemails. 

Favorite class at K: Instrumental Methods, 
I play the tuba. 

Advice for campus: Study hard, party 
harder 

--Alexa Lindsay K'08 
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When WaDs Have Ears 
By MARY CORCORAN 
StaJfWriter 

Totally forgive the cliche. 
Girl: Oh. MY. God. I was like, 
SO happy that The OC was on 
last night. 
--Heard by ArtMonster in 
Biggby's 

Oh, for sure. 
Sophomore Student: I 
guess she didn't want her 

dog expressing anti-Jewish 
sentiment. 
--Heard by anonymous in 
Biggby 's 

Wait... What ? 
Student 1: Where's your 
grandma? 
Student 2: The one .1 bought 
on ebay? 
--Heard by anonymous in 
Biggby 's 

A dormitory ofYaie Universiry, taken during the Unite for Sight 
conference last weekend. 

Photo/Komal Chughtai K' 10 
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Privacy Concerns 
Continued from page 1 

rights are and feel supported by a clear 
and accessible document. 

Students are paranoid, Schweitzer 
fears, because the vague, intangible policy 
allows for "sketcby-looking busts" and 
a lack of recourse for students who feel 
their rights have been violated. 

"We're a liberal school, but not when 
it comes to drugs and alcohol," said 
Schweitzer. 

However, after a meeting with 
Sarah Westfall, Dean of Students, Dana 
Jansma (Associate Dean of Students), and 
Karen Joshua-Wathel (Associate Dean 
of Students) on Wednesday, Schweitzer 
said he feels optimistic that the necessary 
changes are being addressed. 

For the future, SSDP is working on 
enacting a Good Samaritan Policy, which 
protects students' anonymity if they call 
to report a friend in danger from drugs or 
alcohol. They are also looking to establish 
a chapter of Drive Safe Kalamazoo in 
conjunction with WMU. 

An Alternative Friday Chapel Experience 
Professor Begins New Spirituality Program 
By]ILLlANMCLAUGHLIN 
Features Editor 

Two and a half weeks ago, 
religion professor Waldemar 
Schmeichel offered a service for 
students and faculty who wished 
to celebrate Friday's common 
time with Christian worship. 

It was a year and a ha l f 
ago that someone asked Dr. 
Schmeichel if he would offer a 
service during the time allocated 
for Jama. 

He mulled the idea over and 
when asked again this winter, he 
said to himself, "Why don't we 
do that?" 

In the first week's simple 
ceremony, Dr. Schmeichel spoke 

about the song "Amazing Grace" 
and what it means to him. 

He said grace is not something 
one can earn. He further 
integrated this idea in terms of 
K's atmosphere of achievement, 
which at times is dominating. 

"How much reaches us that we 
do not deserve, that we did not 
earn?" he asked the audience of 
fifteen people. 

"We are products of what 
we make of ourselves, but also 
the gifts we are given," Dr. 
Schmeichel said. 

Students reflected silently, 
said a prayer, and sang "Amazing 
Grace" to close the ceremony. 

Dr. Schmeichel said he feels 

integration of the Christian faith 
with sermons specific to college 
life helps supplement weekend 
services at nearby parishes. 

"The students identify 
themselves by a rather sizeable 
percentage as Christian but 
there is very little effort made 
to respond to that identity by 
the college and I think that is a 
loss," he said. 

Last week, ten students 
attended a sermon about the 
story of Solomon. 

As long as interest continues, 
Dr. Schmeichel says be plans to 
host services for the remainder 
of the quarter and into next 
year. 

Eight Seniors Present SIPs That "Change The World" 
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By ADAM HAMMOUDA 
Staff Writer 

Last week's Jama 
attendees relished the first 
glimpse at eight seniors' SIPs 

up to varying degrees of 
"completion," a concept 
that each student defined 
individually. 

Noah Manger K 'OS studied 

new Kenyan constitution, the 
SIP served as a launching pad 
for a career in International 
Law. 

Most presenters agreed 

begin their SIPs. 
Andrew Graceland K'IO 

said the presentations were 
"inspiring," and presented a 
glimpse of what amazing things 

students from the class next 
in line to begin work on SIPs, 
the event proved to reassuring 
that the SIP is more about 
process than product, and that 

during the 
program, 
fittingly 
entitled 
"SIPs That 
Change the 
World." 

Most of 
the students 
presenting 
their SIPs 
expressed 
their motive 
for taking 
on their 
respective 
projects as 
being fueled 
by a desire 
to create something that would 
be utilized in a positive way. 

Each student explained his 
or her SIP from its conception 

critical 
geography 
in light of 
the EPA's 
intended 
production 
of a toxic 
was t e 
dump on 
Kalamazoo 
soil. For 
him 
channeling 
his desire 
to do 
something 
beneficial 
grew from 
his studying 

an area of personal interest. 
For students like Amber 

Whittington K'OS, who 
examined the movement for a 

that SIPs' conclusions 
are conceptually elusive. 
Nonetheless, the strides 
they've taken have proven to be 
significant accomplishments 
for these students, whether 
they entailed building a 
more loving community of 
activists, as did Stephanie 
Willette and Arianna Schindle 
K'OS, both of whom explored 
grass roots activism in 
light of the Movement of 
Movements, or advancing 
literacy amongst Amazonian 
Tribal communities in Peru by 
distrubuting SOO copies of an 
English workbook throughout 
the region, as did Erin Kelley 
K'OS. 

Jama attendees recognized 
its importance of the program 
for students who have yet to 

Photos/ Komall...hUglltal 

Seniors Jordanna Tomblin (far left), Arianna Schindle and 

nie Willette (right) presented their SIPs at last Friday's Jama. 

are yet to be accomplished. 
For Dorothy Trippel and 

Alexandra Leonard K' 10, 

it can have a lasting influence 
beyond their fleeting K 
experiences. 
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Robyn's Day in. the Life of~uA RecycleManiac 
By ROBYN MCBRIDE 
Staff Writer 

I've spent four years at 
Kalamazoo College yearning to 
ride on the RecycleMania Beast. 
Every time I watch it drive down 
Academy St. or hear it creeping up 
behind me with a polite "excuse 
me" coming from the driver, I want 
to jump on. You can only imagine 
my glee when I got the opportunity 
to be a RecycleManiac. 

Rachel Tepfer K'09 came to work. 
While talking with her, I learned 
many interesting things about the 
program. 

"Something a K student might 
not know is that we sort through all 
the recycling," Rachel said. "And if 
we find pretty paper or something 
interesting while we're sorting it 
into the different mediums, we may 
keep something." 

That little tidbit about finding 
something interesting to keep just 
added to my excitement about what 
the rest of the morning would Irold 
for me. 

is kind of pathetic, but whatever). 
On our first recycling adventure, we 
headed over to Mandelle. Though I 
didn't carry any of the bins on my 
back, I did help to switch some bins 
and put them on the cart. 

After that we headed back to 
the RecycleMania truck where, 
like I said, we as workers sorted 
through everything. I learned that 
plastic Biggby's cups are recyclable, 
whereas Biggby's paper cups are not 
and napkins are not recyclable at all 
(even though they Dlay be brown and 
seem to be recyclable). And though 
books can be recycled, there is a 
special person that cuts the binding 
off so that they can actually be 
recycled. 

K'09 headed into work. We went on 
another ride up to the President's 
house, the counseling center and 
then to the Fine Arts Building. 

"I think if people actually 
knew that students sorted through 
the stuff, they would be less likely 
to put trash in there than if they 
thought some outside person was 
doing it," said Alison. 

As the three of us crammed 
together in the front seat of the cart 
on the way back from the Fine Arts 
Building, I realized that I really 
enjoyed recycling, and not just 
recycling as in the act of saving 
the Earth, but Recycling as in the 
K College entity. I met some of the 
nicest people on campus, got to 
ride the Beast and saved the Earth, 
all in a few hours! 

My day started off helping 
Dave Froelich K '07 to move large 
plastic barrels from one of the 
recycle trucks to the other. Though 
I did not know it yet, these barrels 
hold the various types of recyclable 
materials, including commingle, 
cardboard, mixed paper and white 
paper. After we moved the barrels, 

After Emily Murphy K'09 joined 
us, I finally got to ride on the Beast. 
I'm not going to lie and say that 
riding on that cart didn't make my 
week, because it totally did (which 

Soon enough, employees Alison 
Lucas K'09 and Kelcie Douglas 

TJ's Tunes: Your Spring Quarter Playlist Essentials 
By TJ KOSINSKI 
StaffWriter/Layout Editor 

TJ's Tunes is a collection 
of songs, both old and new, that 
you should add to your iPods this 
Spring Quarter. 

Cold Hands - Black Lips 
The first recommended track 

is off of the Black Lips' 2007 LP, 
Good Bad Not Evil. On their fourth 
album, the Black Lips continued to 
perform what they know best and 
retained their dingy garage rock 
sound. "Cold Hands" has obvious 
surf-rock overton~, of which Dick 
Dale would surely approve. 

The Hounds of War - The 
Subjects 

The Subjects are a band that 
completely flew under my radar last 
year when their first album, titled 
With the Ease Grace Precision 
and Cleverness of Human Beings, 
was released. Made up of two 
high school graduates and two of 
their teachers, The Subjects owe 

a lot of their sound to the pseudo
recent rave of New York indie 
rockers (such as, yes, The Strokes). 
However, something about their 
songs, whether it's the melodies they 
weave into their harsh, minimalist 
songs or the stark rawness of the 
album's production, have had me 
listening to this record quite a bit. 

Altibzz - Autechre 
Autechre is a band that's been 

around forawhilenow. Haviogmade 
nine albums, the first being released 
in 1993, and a variety of EPs, the 
electronic duo set the standard for 
the roM (Intelligent Dance Music) 
genre. "Altibzz" is off of the 
recently released Quaristice album. 
Though not as dance-oriented or 
up-tempo as other tracks off the 
record, "A1tibzz" is filled with lush 
waves of sullen synthesizers and 
electronic ambience that presents 
itself as strikingly beautiful. 

Crimewave - REALm 
Part Killing Joke, part Liars, 

HEALTH is a noise-rock band out 
of Los Angeles. Their self-titled 
debut album was released last year 
and "Crimewave" is a highlight 
track. Two minutes of tribal drums 
and feedbacked guitars make up the 
powerful song and even if you don't 
have a taste for the avant-garde, 
anyonecanappreciatethedrurnming 
from the I :31 mark and on. 

Torn Blue Foam Couch - Grand 
Archives 

"Tom Blue Foam Couch" can 
be most simply described as indie
pop. The track, off of the Grand 
Archives' 2008 LP, reminds me of 
Summerteeth-era Wilco. There's a 
great emphasis on hook and sugar
coated production, but it's clear 
that's Mat Brooke's (formerly of 
Band of Horses) intention; the 
entire album is sunny and upbeat, 
with the record's songs rarely 
lingering longer than they should. 

A New Chance - The Tough 
Alliance 

"A New Chance~' is the 
definition of The Tough Alliance's 
patented Swedish-dance-pop. 
With dance music, it's really hard 
to explain exactly why it's so 
catchy or fun, so just press play 
and enjoy as the electronic duo 
weaves summery confections 
of sampled beats, synthesizers, 
and harmonious vocals. 

African Rhythms - Mi Ami 
Mi Ami is a post-punk dub

dance band made up of ex-members 
of the Black Eyes. They just 
recently released an EP and the title 
track is "African Rhythms." The 
song can best be described as tribal 
electronics heavy on the beat and 
dub influences, a sonic experiment 
that runs allover the music of 
MIA. However, Mi Ami doesn't 
rap or rhyme, but rather rhythm is at 
the song's forefront and it's backed 
by schizophrenic guitar work and 
high pitched, yet nondescript, 
vocals. An interesting listen, even 
if the track wears a little thin due 

to its nearly seven minute length. 

Running Down the Hills - Glass 
Candy 

Glass Candy is a throwback 
to Blondie and the popular image 
of synth-oriented pop music of 
the 80s. ''Running Down the 
Hills" is heavy on the beat and 
wears its influences on its sleeve, 
though th€<re's nothing wrong with 
that, or a band that wants you to 
d.a.n.c.e. The track is chalk full 
of diminished sampled waves of 
synthesizers, guitar, and rhythms. 

Archangel- Burial 
Burial is a tremendously 

talented and anonymous dubstep 
producer out of the UK. In 2007, 
he released his second record, 
Untrue. "Archangel" is the second 
track off of that album and it's filled 
with grimy beats, low-fi sampling, 
and a pitch-fluctuating, cryptic 
vocal track. Burial creates all of 

Continued on page 7 
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From the CCD: How to Make the Most· of Your Summer 
By lULl SCALF 
Career Advisor 

housing and transcript notation only 
applications 

What will you learn or achieve 
from this experience? 

Want to make the most of 
your internship this summer? 
Apply to the Field Experience 
Internship Program. This program 
allows you to receive transcript 
notation, campus housing, and 
possibly some funding for your 
summer internship! If this appeals 
to you, let's see if you meet the 
requirements: YOIl must secure 
your summer internship before YOIl 

can apply to the program and your 
internship must be at least 6 weeks 
long, with a minimum of 32 hours/ 
week. You also must register prior 
to the first day of your internship . 

June 13" for transcript notation 
only applications 

The Field Experience Internship 
Program provides you with the 
opportunity to do further reflection 
about the activities in which you 
are participating. Weekly journal 
reflections will encourage you 
to think actively about questions 
such as, What do you see is the 
value of your Kalamazoo College 
experience in preparation for this 
field? What particular contributions 
do you see interns making to this 
organization? 

to think about the knowledge, skills, 
and attitudes you learned during your 
internship that will be applicable to 
your future. 

Funding in the form of an up 
to 51500 grant may be available to 
those who qualify. Funding is meant 
to help out with travel and living 
expenses, and serves as an aid to 
those students who are partaking 
in unpaid internships this summer. 
Funding is very competitive, so we 
encourage you to put the necessary 
time and effort into your application. 
Applicants who have never received 
a grant before or are not getting paid 
may have preference in receiving 
funding. 

What resources and facilities 
will you be using? Will someone 
be teaching you, or will you be 
teaching yourself? 

Stay on top of the deadlines, 
and don ' t wait until the last minute 
to apply! The more time you give 
yoursel f to talk to your future 
supervisor and plan the goals of 
your internship, the better your 
application will be. 

The application process is 
completely online this year, so 
check out www.kzoo.edu/career for 
all the details and the application 
form. If you have any questions, 
stop in the Center for Career 
Development, located in the fish 
bowl on the first floor of Dewing. 
Career Advisors are also available 
to help you with this process, 
Mondays, Wednesdays aDd Fridays 
from 9AM - 4PM. 

Deadlines : 

May I" for funding , housing, and 
transcript notation applications 

May 23" for on-campus 

At the end of the experience 
you will be required to submit a 
reflective assignment that illustrates 
the significance of your summer 
internship to your future career 
plans. This project encourages you 

Applications will also be judged 
based upon the following criteria: 

How much do you know about 
what you will be doing? Have 
you sat down with or phoned your 
supervisor to talk about specific 
plans and goals for the summer? 

Chapel Chat: Going Beyond Body Image 
By ASHLEY LOYD 
Associate Chaplain 

It is damn difficult 
to have pOSItive body 
image. For me, it's a daily 
struggle. Some weeks, and 
some periods in my life, are 
easier than others . It is not 
as if one day you decide to 
feel great about yourself 
and that's all there is to 
it. Sometimes there are 
triggers: someone driving 
by on the street randomly 
yells out "fat bitch;" I go 
dancing, and no one asks 
me to dance; an attractive 
friend "complains" about 
how so many guys keep 
hitting on her; I have to 
wear a uniform or costume 
that I feel frumpy in. 

Even on the good days, I'm 
always aware of my weight, 
always comparing my body 
to others. I find I have to 
continually remind myself 
that I am beautiful, pretty, 
sexy, energetic, capable, or 
I will start to feel miserable 
about myself. 

My perception of my 
physical self permeates 
my spiritual self. The way 
I feel about my body so 
significantly impacts the way 
I feel about my life, about 
who I am and what I feel 
capable of. As a feminist, I 
see that body image is one 
way that, as a woman, I am 
made to feel powerless and 
unconfiden!. 

Keeping women 

preoccupied with the way we 
look directly affects the way 
we assert ourselves in the 
world, the things we spend 
money on, the relationships 
we have. 

I hate that my perception 
of myself is so informed 
by things I have no control 
over. The way people look 
at me, the way people treat 
me, the way they categorize 
and stereotype me. The way 
people look at other women, 
the way other women are 
treated. The way women 
are portrayed in television 
and movies, and what that 
means for the woman I am 
supposed to be. 

Though I have never 
struggled with an "eating 

disorder," I have always 
struggled with feeling good 
about my body. My body is 
part of who I am; it affects 
the ways I move and interact 
in the world. Granted, 
some of the advantages 
and disadvantages I allow 
myself to have (like feeling 
confident and assertive), 
but there are also socially 
imposed ones in the forms 
of stereotypes, prejudice, 
and sexism. 

Will an employer think 
I'm lazy because I'm not 
thin? 

It isn't as simple as 
"loving yourself," or at least 
that is easier said than done. 
Though I can only address 
what I have control over, 

I can fight for the res!. 
And it is important for my 
spiritual and emotional self 
that I find ways to love my 
body - so that I feel good 
enough, deserving enough, 
confident and capable. 
But it's also important 
for us to understand that 
we are not alone when we 
struggle with body image, 
that it is an experience that 
many people have. and 
we consequentially must 
look to the social systems 
which create this common 
experience. In add ilion, 
we have to be ready 
and willing to support 
each other, rather than 
contributing to that system 
of devaluing people. 
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Fees Will Lead to Better Campus Laundry Facilities 
Continued from page 1 

small number of available 
machines, washers that do not 
spin properly, dryers that do 
not adequately dry clothes, 
and machines that constantly 
break down, according to 
the memo issued by ResLife 
announcing the policy 
change. 

ResLife acknowledged 
these concerns. 

"We could not find 
another school that goes to 
Lowes and buys their laundry 

machines ," said Jansma. "The 
machines we use are meant 
for a residential setting." 

The current laundry 
machines are also used more 
than recommended, increasing 
the likelihood of malfunctions. 
The standard industry ratio is . 
I machine per 25 students, 
and many machines at K are 
serving almost double the 
recommended number of 
students, Jansma said. 

As a result, Residential 
Life and Facilities 
Management decided to invest 

in an outside provider to 
address these concerns. Great 
Lakes Laundry will provide 
each dorm with a minimum of 
five washers and five dryers, 
with ' larger halls such as 
Trowbridge housing as many 
as 10 each. 

Many students resist the 
idea of paying for laundry. "I 
don't think the new machines 
are a good enough reason. It's 
kind of cheap of them to do," 
said Nick Olas K'IO. 

"The only reason I went 
to K was for the free laundry," 

added Hilary Marusak K' II. 
Students also mentioned 

the increased laundry costs in 
conjunction with the tuition 
increase. 

"It's nice that the new 
machines are more energy
efficient, but it sucks because 
we already pay so much to 
go here," said Sessie Burns 
K'ii. 

Other students accept the 
new policy. 

"Most university 
students have to pay for 
laundry anyways. I think it's 

reasonable for the college to 
have us help out with the fee," 
said Matthew Duggan K'09. 

Most students expressed 
that they would do less 
laundry if they have to pay 
money to do so . 

"I'd ship mine horne," 
said Burns. 

Jansma urges students to 
be open to the new laundry 
changes. 

"I wish we could avoid 
[the fee], but to get the quality 
we need for students we need 
to pay," she said. 

COUNSEL'N~ CO~NE~ 
By DR. DANIELLE STANDISH 
Associate Director of Counseling 

5en;orS: Only s~ 1>ays 
tlnt;/ Gra.dua.t,on. 

As a therapist, I have seen 
many, many students over the 
past decade. I'm fascinated by 
their mating and dating practices. 
In particular, I'm interested in 
this notion of "hooking up." 

The term "hooking up" seems 
to be this really benign way of 
saying "I had some type of sexual 
encounter with someone of no 
particular significance." Indeed, 
the term seems to be handy to 
use in conversation because of 
its vagueness. Hooking up can 
mean anything from kissing to 
having Intercourse and everything 
in between. Hooking up also 
implies that there is no serious or 
meaningful connection between 
the people who are hooking up. 

Erik Erikson, a developmental 
psychologist, known for his theory 
of psychosocial development 
asserted that young adults are in 
the Intimacy vs. Isolation stage. 
According to Erikson , In this stage 
the most important events are 
love relationships and optimally 
individuals should be learning 
how to negotiate true intimacy tn 

relationships . He further asserted 

that an individual who has not 
developed a sense of identity 
usually will fear a committed 
relationship and may retreat into 
isolation. 

1 wonder how much of 
"hooking up" among young adults 
is actually a quest for intimacy. 
Intimacy refers to one's ability 
to relate to another human being 
on a deep, personal level. It is 
important to note that having a 
sexual encounter does not indicate 
intimacy. It may parrot intimacy 
or give the illusion of intimacy 
because of the vulnerability 
associated with sharing your body 
with someone else. However, 
true intimacy involves sharing 
with someone not solely on a 
physical level. but also on social . 
emotional , mental and spiritual 
levels. 

Therefore, it's not surprising 
that many young adults report 
not being happy with themselves 
or their partners after a string of 
"hook ups ." It seems that although 
they may be physically sattsfied . 
the more significant task at this 
developmental stage is developing 
reciprocal love relationships with 
true intimacy. 

SKWIRRELS By JAMES SPICA 

slEw I R R E l S 
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K Alumni Discuss Entrepreneurship 
Continued from page 1 

to aspiring entrepreneurs . 
"You have to have passion for 

what you're doing," said Bruce 
Johnson K'76. "You work a lot of 
hours, and make no money." 

Chad Goodwill K'92 related 
starting your own business to 
having a kid. 

"You don't eat, you don't sleep, 
and you have no social life,"· he 
said. 

Harry Gaggos K '04 advised 
that aspiring entrepreneurs should 
manage their expectations. "It took 
six months before we received our 
first paycheck and I remember 
blowing the whole thing in one 
night at Waldo's," he said. 

"The idea of starting a business 
so you don't have a boss is totally 
flawed," said Mike McFall K'94. 
"The customer is your boss." 

The panelists also shared 
opinions on the amount of 
experience needed for starting a 
new business. 

"There is no ·better experience 
than business experience itself," 
said Johnson. "It's like when we 

have customers come in who have 
never run before and want to buy 
a pair of shoes. If you don't have 
any experience, you can't ask 
questions." 

McFall's advised Guilds 
members to take a bookkeeping 
course. 

"I think 98% of business is pure 
common sense, but some parts are 
complicated," he said. 

Gaggos also suggested getting 
a checking account. 

In response to what they wish 
they'd known their senior year 
at K, McFall said that he wished 
someone wou ld have told him, 
"You're smarter than you think 
you are." 

"You aren't expected to have 
a clear plan for your career," said 
Goodwill. "Be courageous and 
bold." 

Alumni Barry Smith supported 
the liberal arts education in his 
lecture on Saturday. 

"The nature of the K plan 
and the quarter calendar made 
me comfortable w ith change," 
said Smith. "So much at K was 
the re lationships and peop le you 

Senior AN SO and HDSR Majors will 

present their SIPs at the annual April 18, 2008 

Hightower Symposium 
Friday, April 18th 

Refreshments 6:30 

Keynote Speaker Kim Cummings 7:00 

Poster Session 8-9:30 

Saturday, April 19th 
SIP Presentations 9:30-5:00 pm 

, 

Sign. plcd90 to love your 
body In the Caf and receive 
• "Love 'four80dy' 

meet outside the 
classroom. The 
diversity forced me 
to become more open 
to new things." 

Along with the 
large turnout of 
interested students, 
there was a strong 
alumni response to 
the Guild as well. 

"['m very excited 
about working with 
the gui lds," Smith 
said. "I think it's a 
great idea to bring 
people with diverse 
majors together to 
share something 
and it's also great 
to reconnect with 
the college!" 

o t h e r 
Guilds include 
Sustainability, 

Justice & Peace, AspeechbyGuildscoordinatorJoanHawxhursticicked 
and Health. The 
next guild event 
will be hosted by 

off Friday's Business Guild alumni panel. 

the Sustainability Guild on April 
25" and is called "Earth Day 

2008: A Common Language of 
Sustainabil ity." 

Festival Playhouse will 
re-stage its 

production of 

this Friday, April 18th at 
8 pm in Dalton Theatre! 

All events will take place in Dewing 

Commons, and all are invited! Como Witch tho frOCIiloWl09 of tho film 
'HllraprIY". Frel popcornl 

The show is free and 
open to the public. 
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TJ's Tunes: Put a Spring in Your Step With These Hot Tunes 
Continued from page 7 

his music from a low-tech setup in his home, 
but despite the ability for overproduction, 
the music his creates benefits greatly 
from the craclde and pop of such amateur 
equipment, and speaks volumes about 
his ability to create successful material. 
Something about each song on the record, 
most notably "Archange~" has a mysterious 
infectious quality which draws its listener in. 

forefront. "Eraser" begins with a breezy and 
swmy melody as the sounds of an acoustic 
guitar and swells of distortion compete for 
the attention of your ears. It's certainly one 
of the band's most accessible tracks with its 
pop-sensibility and is a demonstration of the 
band will put out on May 6'" with their album 
Nouns is released. 

Stay Don t Go - Spoon 
Ga Ga Ga Ga Ga was one of my fuvourite 

records of 2007. It had all the right toucbes 
of mid-fi production and Beatlesesque-pop 
perfection. However, Ga Ga Ga Ga Ga, is fur 
from the only good Spoon record "Stay Don't 
Go" is a cut from 2002 's Kill the Moonlight, 
and might even be the better record. The song 
opens with a loop oflead singer Britt Daniel 
beat-boxing and the minimalism remains for 

the duration of the track. There's the addition 
of like tambourine, power chords strummed 
on a guitar, and light touches of bass, but 
Daniel's vocals are what sell the song. Despite 
being incredibly simple, the song still grabs 
your attention and gets a toe or two tapping. 

You! Me! Dancing! - Los Campesinos! 
With the band's first LP release on April 1st 
in the States, I'm adding a Los Campesinos! 
song to the recommended music list. The 
song contains everything the seven piece 
band out of Wales is all about; there's twee
pop, multiple instnunents, multiple singers, 
and, perhaps of course, dancing. However, I 
was always partial to the band's early demos 
that first surfaced on their Myspace. Sure, the 
take of You! Me! Dancing! is the exact same 
song that appears on their album, but it's 

the little f10urisbes and small touches which 
make this take better: there's the difference in 
guitar tone, the more playful (and amateurish) 
singing, and a just more energy involved, 
which makes all the difference, surely. 

Divine - Sebastien Tellier 
"Divine" is the fourth track of the 

French electro artist's latest album, which 
was released earlier this year. It's full of lush 
synthesizers, sparkling vocal samples, and 
the twinkle of all things pop. The hilarious 
video for the single adds a lot to the already 
catchy dance song. Check it out if you haven't 
already, but the track is still fun without the 
absurd visuals provided by Sebastien Tellier 
himself. 

Eraser - No Age 
Whereas NoAge's previous output could 

be easily be defined as experimental noise
rock, with elements of shoegaze and punk. 
With "Eraser," the band isn't necessarily 
exploring new sounds, so much as they're 
pushing new elements into the sonic 

TED'S BRIEFS 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 
Sports Ediror 

Hornets Hold Off Albion 
Rally 

On Tues. April IS, 
sophomore pitcher Brandon 
Luczak went tbe distance 
on the mound in a victory 
over Albion College. In 
a seven-inning makeup 
game, Luczak and tbe 
Kalamazoo baseball team 
(7-8, 4-8 MIAA) held off 
the Knights 10-6. 

A fifth inning, five
run rally fell short for 
Albion, as errors plagued 
the visitors early. Albion 
burned througb four 
pitchers in tbe game, 
none of whom lasted more 
than two innings. Luczak 
outlasted them all, and 
closed out the game with 
six runs against him on 11 
hits. He struck out three 
and walked one. 

A six-run second inning 

ignited tbe Hornet bats after 
junior catcber Ryan Benjamin 
launched a shot over the left 
field fence, scoring three. 
Benjamin finished 3-3 with 
four RBIs and a walk. 

Junior infielder Eddie 
Barclay went 2-4 and earned 
two RBIs of his own. With 
the Hornets putting the game 
out of reach early, up 10-0 
going into the fifth inning, 
they gave Luczak substantial 
breathing room. He helped 
his own cause by bitting 3-3 
10 the game. 

The win broke a two
game losing streak, botb 
losses at Albion last Sun. 
April 13. Game one of the 
doubleheader resulted in the 
Hornets falling short of tbe 
victory, 4-S. All nine runs 
came in the fifth inning. 

Benjamin had a double 
in the game that brought in 
two runs. A home run 10 the 
bottom of the inning helped 
give the Knights the lead for 
good. 

Game two was not so 
close, with the home team 
holding a 9-0 lead going into 
the bottom balf of the fourth 
inning. The Hornets picked 
up a couple runs here and 
there, but they could only 
manage six hits in the game. 
Albion won game two 12-3. 
Tbe Hornets left 10 runners 
on base for the game. 

Kalamazoo plays a 
doubleheader tomorrow at 
home against Alma College 
at 2 p.m. 

Softball Drops in 
Doubleheader 

Olivet College showed its 
muscle in two victories over 
the Hornets. A 4-2 loss to the 
Bulldogs started the day. 

In game two, Olivet 
earned a 9-1 victory over 
the Kalamazoo softball team 
(1-14, O-S MIAA) Tues. April 
IS. In the effort, the Hornets 
managed to get two total hits, 

To hear more, visit http:// 
knowcitizeninsane.blogspot.com. 

one by sophomore catcher 
Kelly Arnes and the other 
by junior infielder Michelle 
Brittain. 

Olivet scored in all five 
innings, and closed out the 
game witb 12 hits. The loss 
keeps the Hornets in last 
place in the MIAA. They 
have not picked up a victory 
since March 22. 

Kalamazoo plays their 
next game at home today 
against Rochester College. 
The game starts at 3:30. 
Alumni Day against Hope 
College will be this Sat., 
April 19 at 1 :00 p.m. 

Men s Tennis Splits GLCA 

The Kalamazoo men's 
tennis team (8- 7) defeated 
Wabash College last Sat. April 
12 at the GLCA Tournament 
hosted by Wooster. An early 
2-1 deficit turned into a S-3 
turnaround for the Hornets. 

The 26th-ranked Hornets 
picked up wins in four of the 
six singles matches. Senior 
Matt Wise suffered a defeat at 
singles, 6-3, 6-3, but he and 
sophomore doubles partner 

Patrick Boyd managed 
to slam their doubles 
opponents 8-4. 

Boyd dominated at 
five-singles, winning 6-1, 
6-0. Senior Tim Hubbard 
also crushed his opponent 
in two quick sets, 6-2, 6-\. 

Sophomore Cyrus J aden 
had to really reach for his 
victory at two-singles, 
dropping tbe second set 3-6 
after winning the first set 
6-4. A 6-3 third set victory 
closed out the win for him. 

The victory came a day 
after Kalamazoo lost against 
Denison University S-4 in 
the GLCA Tournament. [n 
the close match, four of the 
six singles matches went 
to three sets. One heart
breaking Denison victory 
included tiebreakers in 
all three sets, with Boyd 
falling in the final one. 

Kalamazoo plays today 
at Tri-State University at 
4:00 p.m. They play Coe 
College at home this Sat. 
April 19. They have only 
four matches left in the 
regular season, with the 
final at Hope College next 
Tue., April 22. 



Recyclemania Victory 
By JESSICA R. MAAS 
StaffWriter 

It only took four tries for Kalamazoo College to 
finall y dominate the Recyclemania competition and walk 
away the Grand Champion. 

K placed in the Top lOin five of the eight categories 
this year, including Grand Champion, Per Capita Classic, 
Paper Collected, Corrugated Cardboard, and Bottles and 
Cans. 

The college scored first place victories in both the 
Grand Champion and Per Capita Classic categories , 
defeating over 400 other colleges and universities. 

"We've never done this well ," said Recycling 
Department member Dave Froelich K'07. 

Colorado State University and City College of San 
Francisco placed second and third, respectively, but K 
had a substantial lead, obtaining a cumulative recycling 
rate of 5S .93 percent, more than seven percent higher 

Continued on page 7 

You Won't Read This ... 
By TONI SKALICAN 
StaffWriter 

Dwindling readership of The Index by dIe K College 
community has become a rising concern in the newspaper staff 
room. Eager to understand what may cause fewer students to pick 
up the paper, writers and editors received feedback and constructive 
criticism after a recent Index-conducted survey of 54 K College 
students brought the paper's flaws to the forefront. 

Surveyed studepts were asked, "Do you trust that The Index 
prints accurate, reliable news?" Results showed that of students 
self-identified as being concerned with cwrent news, 34 percent 
said that yes, they trusted The Index. Anotber 16 percent responded 
no, they do not, and the remaining 50 percemt replied that they 
only trust Index news sometimes. 

"When editorial decisions are not well-informed, that's 
when readers lose trust," said Marin Heinritz, Assistant Professor 
of Journalism and Writing Center. [Heinritz was not referring to 
editorials in the context of opinion pieces, but instead, the entirety 

Continued on page 5 

Frelon 2008: What Do You Dance? 
By MARYB. CORCORAN 
Staff'Writer 

Over the years, F relon 
performances have earned 
quite a reputation on campus 
as crowd-pleasing events, 
annually selling out Dalton. As 
Tech Week 200S kicked off last 
Sunday, energy surged from 
dancer to dancer and the show's 
heart-though still a few beats 
off from the choreographer's 
count- revealed itself, each 
number cramming the stage for 
I O-minute practice blocks. 

This year, dancers and 
choreographers alike agree tbat 

the show, entitled "What do you 
dance?", will be an emotional 
experience touching on themes 
of sisterhood, friendslup and 
togetherness, concluding witb 
a farewell to departing seniors, 
many of whom understand 
Saturday'S performance to be 
their final career dances. 

Quinn Davis K'08 has 
danced every year since she was 
a freshman, and reflecting on 
past shows, she warns, "Tears are 
almost a guarantee." A veteran, 
Davis choreographed "Mother 
Moon," in whieh there are tbree 

sets of sisters dancing together 
for the last time, and seniors 
embracing partners witb an air of 
cautionary finality. 

"We're all going to have 
to pull it together for the senior 
piece," she said. Choreographed 
with interpretative differences in 
mind. Davis wanted the dance to 
be free enough to allow dancers 
to do what they wanted with it 
and exprO!ss themselves through 
a medium that is so personal and 
dear to her. 

Among the dancers, talk was 

Continued on page 6 

Photo/Komal Chughtai 

Frelon dancers rehearse one of the show's three tap numbers. 

A Day in the 'Life of.uA Bio Major IN THIS ISSUE 
By ROBYN MCBRIDE 
StaifWriter 

I have never been what you 
call "a science person." Science 
and I just didn't click right. We 
had a few glorious moments in 
high school when I managed to 
pull out an "A" in Earth Science, 
but otberwise, it's been a pretty 
rocky road. [ have taken two non
threatening non-majors science 
courses here at K, so I decided 
to go to an Advanced Molecular 
lab and see if it was as scary as I 

thought it would be. 
After getting up at 7: 10 

a.m., I was already feeling a 
little suspicious about going to 
lab. What kind of sick individual 
forces people to attend a cience 
lab at S a.m.? Regardless, I 
roused myself and chatted witb 
my firiend and bio major, Vanessa 
Topping K'OS. 

Uponarrivingintheclassroom 
for a pre-lab lecture, I explained 
why I was in lab to the Biology 
and Chemistry majors in tbe 

class, and also to Dr. Langeland, 
who seemed almost giddy over 
having a new participant. I was 
feeling pretty good about tbe 
whole situation until I was given 
a handout entitled, "Protocol: 
Plasmid DNA Purification Using 
the QIA prep Spin Miniprep Kit 
and a Microcentrifuge." I think 
I understood about five terms on 
the whole sheet. 

However, it was time to get to 
it. I worked with Vanessa and her 

Continued on page 3 

AlUM SHARES EXPERIENCE IN CUBA 
Rabbi Michael Ungar returns to K 3 

EARm DAY REFLECTIONS 
Chapel Chat 

SERVICE LEARNING SPOTLIGHT 
PeaceJam 

ULTIMATE FRISBEE 
Ultimate Buzz takes third in tournament 

NBA PLAYOFF PREDICTIONS 
Robyn McBride shares her thoughts 

4 
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-.Yllllle 
Song ly 

-Year: 
Freshman 

-Major: 
I'm 
tlllnkIng 

• psych
ology 

-Why 
are you 
thinking 

psychology? I 've really enjoyed 
all my classes that I have' taken so 
far and I have friends that really 
like it. 

-What are you involved in on 
campus? Frelon, Hab itat for 
Humanity, EnvOrg, Students for 
Obama. 

- When is the Frelon performance 
this year? Apr il 24-26 th at 8pm ip 
Da lton 

-Ho .... do you like Frelon? It is 
on ly my first year but I love itl 

-Ho .... do \,ou feel abollt this year's 
show? This year it's going to be 
hot l The show is called "What Do 
You Dance?" 

-1(.1'011 were all animal what 
animal would you want to be? An 
elephant because they are huge 

-What one would you really be? A mouse 
because they are not huge 

- If.l'oll could have coffee with allyone dead 
or alive who would you have coffee with 
and what would you talk about? Audrey 
Hepburn and we would talk all about 
fashion. 

-Advice for campus: Bring some moncy for 
Frelon, it's going to be hot! 

--Alexa Lindsay K '08 
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Letter to the Editors 
To whom it may conccrn: 

I was cited 1I1correctly in your 
recentarticie "Eight Seniors Present 
SIPs that 'Change the World ... · 
I found the errors offensive and 
counterintuitive to the thesis of my 
SIP, which criticizes the spread of 
the global market in Amazonian 
communities. 

First, using the word "tribal" 
to describe the community in 
which I worked is offensive: it 
carries a connation of oppression 
that has been used to dehumanize 
this group of people for centuries. 
I never used this language in my 
presentation, and I expect that 
an educated Kalamazoo College 
student would not use this type of 
vernacular in reference to peoples 
and cultures. 

Second, writing that I will be 
distributing an English workhook 
is incorrect. I designed a book 

in the home language, Spanish. 
Again, implying or assuming that 
English was the language in which 
the study was conducted and 
executed has its own problematic 
tendenCies. 

I n conclusion. the "ords 
"tribal" and "English" were 
never used in my presentation 
and their existence 111 print shows 
poor reporting. Furthermore, the 
implied meaning of these subject 
matters suggests a dominating and 
homogenizing force that is exactly 
what my SIP aimed to combat. The 
errors may be a simple neglect 
of politically correct language, 
but more th'an that, the facts are 
inferred and untrue. The errors and 
language in the article should be 
an example of how 1I0t to report 
about campus events in the future. 

Erin Kelley 
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Grad Returns to K College After Goodwill Trip to Cuba 
By MARY B, CORCORAN 
Staff Writer 

Lots of people have gone on 
trips where they lose a suitcase 
or two. but how many can say 
they've left behind over $1400 in 
overweight luggage? When Rabbi 
Michael Ungar K'85 led members 
of his Ohio-based synagogue 
Congregation Tifereth [srael to 
Cuba, leaving behind belongings 
was part of the plan. 

The group brought 3/4 of a ton 
of medical and religious supplies to 
the isolated Jewish communities of 
the island nation, each of Ungar's 
congregants beginning the trip with 
two suitcases and returning to the 
States with only one. 

In the months since his early 
2008 trip. many have asked Rabbi 
Ungar how he managed to gain 
access to Cuba. He didn't sneak in, 
nor did he forge any documents. At 
Week 3 's LAC entitled "An Isolated 
Communityonan [solated [sland: the 
Jews of Cuba," Ungar enlightened 
his audience on many fronts, 
explaining that travel restrictions 
are imposed by the United States, 
not Cuba, and exceptions do exist 
for academic and reli!?;ious groups. 
According to Ungar, it is not illegal 
to travel to Cuba, it is only illegal 
to spend money there, meanmg in 
theory, one could visit Cuba as long 
as he were greeted at the airport by a 
Cuban resident and provided for in 

entirety during his stay. 
During Ungar's presentation, 

he connected with many cultural 
immersion-minded, hands-{)n 
learning K students as he echoed the 
sentiment: "ForeIgn study never has 
to end" 

Ungar, a double major 
in Spanish and Political 
Science with a minor in Latin 
American Studies, traveled 
to Bogota, Columbia during 
his junior year where he 
enjoyed a rich study abroad 
experience and had his first 
taste of the Latin world. 

Ungar expanded 
dramatically on his studies 
from almost two decades ago. 
He incorporates a passion and 
embrace of foreign cultures, 
namely those of the Latin 
Ameriean region and Israel 
(where he studied and trained 
for Rabbinical . Seminary), 
to include action, providing 
much needed resources to 
those less fortunate while 
also connecting with a 
community of men and women of 
shared faith. 

Ungar explained his purpose in 
traveling to Cuba was fueled by an 
obligation to his brotherhood and a 
responsibility to provide charity to 
the needy, concepts common among 
practicing Jews. In Cuba, where 
many people live in economic need, 

Jews reli heavily on donations of 
religious supplies and money. 

Though most Jews of Cuban 
heritage currently reside in Miami, 
Florida, their ties to the island are 
all but severed; Ungar revealed one 
of Havana's two congregations has 

[n addition to lecturing on 
the small but intunate Jewish 
communities of Cuba, Rabbi Ungar 
enriched his presentation with 
photos of the island and anecdotal 
expressions of oppression by the 
Cuban government. The Jews of 

Cubans of other religious affiliation 
are denied commodities such as 
unfiltered news, a luxury often taken 
for granted on America's free soil. 

When the U.S. Interest Section 
in Cuba installed news feeds along 
the top of its embassy-like building 

(simi lar to those seen in New 
York's Times Square), the 
Cuban government responded 
quickly, constructing a 
memorial to fallen war heroes 
on a plot of land neighboring 
the U.S.-{)wned property. The 
memorial was as innovati ve 
as it was effective in blocking 
the news feed, comprised 
of many tall ftagpoles, each 
topped by a large black flag. 
The memorial ensures the 
news feed is only visible from 
almost directly beneath the 
U.S. Interest building. 

Though for now, 

From left to right: Jennie Smith '08, Professor Haus, Rabbi Michael Ungar, 
and K'tanaw Schiff'IO at LAC reception. 

righting injustices such as 
these remains out of reach, 
Ungar and his congregants 
certainly lead the way toward 
positive change in Cuba. 
While on their trip, the 
group encountered six other 
Jewish groups with similar 
missions. 

received much financial support 
from the Miami community to 
rejuvenate its synagogue, which 
before a recent facelift was in utter 
disrepair. 

Photos/Mary B. Corcoran 

Cuba live "on an island within an 
island," he said. Though under 
Castro, Cuban Jews are annually 
provided imported Passover 
supplies from Canada, they and 

The LAC, organized by 
Director of Jewish Studies Professor 
Jeffrey Haus, attracted religion and 
history students as well as a handful 
of informed community members. 

Robyn's Day in a Kalamazoo College Science Lab 
Continued from page 1 . 

lab partner, Joe Warner K '09 and before I 
could even ask what was going on in lab 
(since I didn't understand the pre-lecture) 
[ heard Vanessa say, "I don't think we're 
going to have to re-core!" The delight 
with which she said tillS made me think 
this was a good thing, but re-coring? 

[ soon found out what "re-coring" 
is. It IS when you take the core out of 
the "phage," which I later found out 
is bacteria. Apparently, Vanessa and 
Joe were trying to find cDNA trom the 
bacteria to see if there's a gene common 

to lampreys. Finding out the c lass was 
working with monkey genes was very 
exciting until I found out that lampreys 
are not monkeys. but actually one of the 
simplest vertebrates. OClpS. 

Though I did not get to do anything 
cool like extract a core or usc a "pipette" 
(those neat instruments I've seen in the 
movies), I did get to observe some other 
interesting things, like this computer 
program that tells the concentration of the 
phages. 

After observing for awhile, I actually 
began enjoying lab. Nick White K '08 

explained the whole experiment to me, 
telling me that they were looking for the 
"cool gencs" in the lamprey in order to 
compare them with the genome online. 
Actually, It was a highly complicated 
explanation, but if [ tried to explain it, I 
would inevitably say something incorrect. 
Regardless of the fact that my brain didn't 
comprehend the whole process, I did keep 
mterested. 

While working with my partners, 
[ found out that experiments can be 
extremely tedious. Vanessa and Joe were 
still working on their samples from the 

week before when Vanessa gave me a few 
words of advice about research: "There's 
a rcason It's not called 'search'." 

Though I found the experiment to be 
engaging, I will admit that lab is extremely 
exhausting. I have an enormous amount of 
respect for the people in that class I truly 
don't know how their brains can contam 
all that infornlation. After two hours, [ 
left lab, much to the chal,'lin of the others, 
who were forced to stay. I enjoyed my 
peek mto a Bio/Chem major's life but I 
don't think I'll take another. I'll stick to 
Spanish and English literature, thank you. 
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Iranian Nobel Peace Laureate Speaks at Conference 
Reflections from a Peace Jam Volunteer 
By LISA PHILLIPS 
News Editor 

Swarms of green 
and yellow clad students 
squawklllg like chickens. 
Welcome to Peace Jam. 

Peace Jam's weekend 
youth conference brought 
200 middle and high school 
students to Western's campus 
to learn about real issues 
facing the world. Throughout 
the weekend, they participated 
in service projects in and 
around town_ 

They next got to meet a 
Nobel Peace Prize winner, 
who spoke to them personally, 
answering their questions 
and hearing all about service 
projects they worked on in 
their hometown. 

[ arrived at Western as a 
volunteer, not really knowing 
anything about Peace Jam or 
what it entailed. I will admit 
that curiosity got the best of 
mc on this one. 

While I was the participants' 
age, I remember feeling like 
services projects were a drag. 
My school required them. I had 
to do them. Wouldn't the kids 
think this was cheesy? 

Plus, how in the world 
would they relate to Shirin 
Ibadi, the Nobel Peace Prize 
Laureate from 2003? She only 
speaks Iranian! Would the 
students really be interested 
in her fight for the rights of 
Iranian women and children? 
Bo-ring. 

My assumptions were 
completely wrong, proving 
to me the amazing power of 
perspective when doing service, 
and how important getting a 
sense of larger purpose really 
is. 

Many of these kids had 
already gained something that 
I didn't learn until I was older 
- the joy wrought from doing 
service. 

[f I had heard Sbirin at 

that age, maybe I would have 
realized the value of service a 
lot younger too. 

ft was astounding to see 
a woman from an entirely 
different culture who doesn't 
even speak English connect with 
a group of kids the way she did. 
Personable and fearless, Shirin 
treated these kids like adults 
while still speaking in ternlS 
to which they could relate and 
understand. 

How do you inspire 
people to realize all they can 
accomplish from volunteering 
their time? How can you 
get people to realize that 
volunteering IS important? 

Shirin covered a gamut 
of topics: the environment, 
education, water scarcity, HIV/ 
AIDS, poverty, and sexism. 
She was not afraid to challenge 
these kids to put their lives in 
perspective. 

I think sometimes it takes 
that one person to put your 

work III perspective In order to 
make the service part of service 
worthwhile . 

Shirln didn't make service 
an optIOn. but a mandate. My 
favorite quote of the night was: 
"If you see an injustice, you 
don't have a right to ignore it." 

• Taking cases of Iranian 
women and children for free , 
Shirin pOinted out that she 
could have made more money, 
or lived more comfortably. She 
and her family could live safer 
lives. 

But with the great dangers 
she faces come great rewards. 
As Shirin put it, saving the 
life of just one child gives her 
joy and peace for year~. The 
struggle are worthwhile. 

This undoubtedly applies 
directly to my own life. As a 
volunteer and not a mentor for 
Peace Jam I was worried about 
the time commitment, afraid of 
stress and debating dropping 
out entirely in order to get my 

work done. 
In the end I chose to 

crunch my time and still be 
a volunteer. And now as I 
sit facing a very frightening 
amount of homework, here 
I am, writing about what I 
learned at Peace Jam, chOOSing 
in~piration over homework. It 
may be that much harder but 
in the end it is completely, 
entirely worth the JOY and 
inspiration. 

Thai is what [ missed 
getting OUI of service projects 
when I was younger. The only 
way to truly reap benefits in 
life is to take risks for things 
that matter to you. It may 
involve stress or worry but 
it will be worth it. It always 
is when you find something 
important. 

Besides, the memory of 
Shirin lbadi's speech and the 
amazing students from Peace 
Jam will last way past my two 
exams next week. 

Chapel Chat: Reflections on Earth Day 
By BARRET MYERS 
Associate Chaplain 

I get a sense that you cannot have 
a place without something to put into 
it. Place is something to be occupied. 
There are all kinds of places ... a place 
in the universe, a place at the table, a 
place to stay, a place of our own. We 
place ourselves at the mercy of others 
and we place others under our care. 
We humans .. . we are placers. Yet 
how often do we feel out of place or 
displaced? Of all the places we have 
to choose from , sometimes there aren't 
any that seem to satisfy us. In our search 
for a place where we can feel safe, 
connected, and at peace, we often come 
up empty handed. After all, the places 

that surround us mundanely everyday- a 
place in line or a place to park-are not 
sacred or meaningful. They do not satisfy 
our yearning to put ourselves to rest in a 
place, to just "be." I feel tbat often our 
definition of place is too concrete. 

We search for a physical space to 
occupy as "our place." We want our 
place to be permanent and waiting for us 
should we feel a need to return to It. I 
don't think places work like that. A true 
place does not bave to be tangible or 
lasting; it can be found in a moment, a 
feeling, an ephemeral embrace of anyone 
or anything worth loving. 

Earth Day is a celebration of the 
Earth as one of our places. It is a call 
to view the Earth as more than just a 

physical space, more than just a planet 
or a resource-more than something 
concrete. Such limited perspective can 
only render us hopeless. We cannot 
expect climate change to be reversed if 
we see our Earth as permanent, waiting 
for us at all times should we ever feel the 
need to enjoy it. We cannot expect to see 
pollution controlled if we view the Earth 
as constant, lasting and unchanging, 
unaffected by our actions. We cannot 
expect to see resources conserved and 
sustainable lifestyles adopted if we 
continue to see the Earth's gifts as. only 
tangible, here for the taking and the 
using. 

Hope is in seeing the Earth as a place 
found in small moments ... to remind us 

that nothing here is constant, that the 
flowers only bloom for the spring and 
that the rain comes but does not stay. 
Hope is in feeling the Earth close to us 
as we walk and breathe and go about 
our lives ... to remind us that without the 
Earth, we too would cease to exist. Hope 
is in recognizing that the Earth is worth 
loving and embracing. It is in finding 
in our hearts a place with the Earth, a 
place both sacred and meaningful. 

As we celebrate Earth Day this 
week, take some time to consider your 
place with the Earth. Find a moment 
and jump into it! After all, if we are 
truly going to find our place here, we 
first have to be willing to put ourselves 
into it. 
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From the CCD: Professionalism for a College Slob 
By MATT REMSEN 
Career Advisor 

Pursuing a job is a difficult task for 
college students. Whether it is full-time 
employment or a summer internship, you 
are expected to act professional in every 
interaction with your potential employer. 
This is very different from fitting in at 
college, where sweatpants are the norm 
and, "What up?" IS an acceptable way to 
greet someone. In this article, r will cover a 
few of the basic areas where many students 
need a little help acting professional. 

DresSing the Part 

When dressing for an interview, there 
are two main dress codes you need to know: 
business casual and business professional. 
Business casual is what you would wear 
to class for a presentation if your professor 
told you to dress up. Nicely pressed cotton 

pants and a button down shirt are a must. 
No athletic shoes. And men: don't forget to 
wear socks that match your pants! Business 
professional is a lot more strict. Men must 
wear a suit and a tie. Women havc more 
options: a suit, a longer skirt and a jacket and 
a two-piece dress are all acceptable. 

So how do you know by which dress code 
to abide? Sometimes, potential employers will 
give you the heads up before the interview. If 
nol, try checking out the company's webpage 
and see if they have dress codes posted on 
their website or pictures of employees for you 
to follow. Also, use your knowledge of the 
industry to which you are applying. Finally, 
if you still don't have a clue, it is probably 
better to over-dress. 

E-mail 

It is very likely that when you are 

pursuing a job, the first contact with your 
potential employer will be over e-mail. This is 
why it is critical to know the basics of writing 
a professional e-mail. First, make sure you 
address the e-mail like a fonnal letter. ' Dear 
MrlMs __ ' is acceptable; 'Hey' is not. 
Also, always include a subject for the e-mail. 
When writing the body text of the e-mail, 
spend a significant amount of time crafting 
your message and checking it for errors. You 
should treat it like a paper for class, not a wall 
posting on Faccbook. Finally, sign it with 
'best regards' or 'sincerely.' 

Communicating Face-to-Face 

First and foremost, ainl to arrive 
15 minutes early. Nothing says Tm an 
unreliable college student' like showing up 
late for an interview. While at the office, you 
might be introduced to more than one person. 
Forgetting names is always awkward, so 

make sure to repeat their name aloud after 
you are introduced. "Hello __ , nice 
to meet you" is a great line that will help 
you out with this problem. Finally, while 
shaking hands is something we do all the 
time, it is important to leam how to shake 
professionally. First, make sure you 
have grip that is firm, but not painful to 
the person whose hand you are shaking. 
Second, make sure you shake their entire 
hand instead of falling victim to the 
'finger shake' . Try practicing before the 
interview with someone to make sure you 
get it right. 

I hope these tips help give you an idea 
of how to be professional when applying 
for a joh. These are only the basics and 
there is a lot more to know about acting 
professional. For more infomlation, stop 
by the CCO or come to our Professional 
Etiquette workshop Tuesday, Week 6 at 
8pm in the Olmstead room. 

We Asked, You Answered: Why You Won't Read This 
Continued from page 1 

of the paper's edited content.] 
Index survey results were significantly 

less bleak than results of national polls on 
Amcrican news, as lack of trust in the mcdia 
is an increasing trend in the US. A 2007 
Gallup poll revealed that only 22 percent of 
Americans are confident in periodical news. 

What do YOIl want to read? 

Sunday evenlllgsat7 p.m. staffwriterssit 
in a classroom on the third floor of the library, 
taking turns suggesting stories to editors 
about the latest events, campus initiatives, 
class projects, and any other news. 

And this is what it adds up to: black, 
white, and off-beige paper tossed here 
and iliere all over campus, chock-full of 
stories answering the who, what, where, 
when and why. But still, writers can't help 
from wondering, are you really reading it? 
When 1 approached a group of students 
lounging in Biggby's, my second question 
(after asking if they werc up for an interview) 
was, "What do you iliink of the The Index?" 

"I lost interest because I can always 
predict what the articles are going to be 
about," said Nascem Mazloom K'09. Tired 

of reading regular colunms, Mazloom addecl 
"The bulk of the articles could be actual stories 
and editorials." 

"I like hunmn interest stories," said 
Gabriella Rubino K'09, suggesting that The 
Index include more stories about individuals 
instead of events. 

As conversation dri fled toward the 
types of stories Index reporters usually cover, 
Mazloom commented, "Typically tlley're 
about dlings we already know." 

The Index's appearance has also 
come up for criticism. "It doesn't catch 
the eye," said Mazloom. "Because they all 
look the same, I just always assume that 
they're old." New issues are distributed 
throughout campus every TIlursday. 

How can we improve the news? 

In the Index survey, 68 percent of 
students identified themselves as "concerned" 
with current events, 20 percent considered 
themselves "too busy to pay attention," and 
only 12 percent admitted to basic disinterest. 

In his book TI,e Elements of JOllmalism, 
Bill Kovach, former WashingtollBureau Chief 
for the New York Time~ explains, "Journali m 
simply means carrying on and anlplifying the 
conversation of people themselves." 

Readers' feelings about The Index 
proved most provocative when anonymity 
was a factor; student ~urveyors left comments 
in dle space provided on tileir surveys. 

'This is quite a terrible newspaper," wrote 
one commenter, "-it's kind of embarrassing 
for our school-learn how to write unbiasedly 
[sic] and actually have an argument or point." 

Others were a bit more constructive. One 
wrote, "Be more vigilant when you edit-iliere 
are often granmmtical errors iliat slip by." 

"When I first arrived here, the newspaper 
was all opinions," said Heinritz, Kalamazoo 
College's only journalism professor. Heinritz 
is not affiliated with The Index, as it is 
completely student-run, but over the years she 
has carefully watched its progress: 

Students' loss of trust in The Index 
is likely the result of disgruntlement over 
editorials. However. as an editorial is defined 
as "a periodical article expressing opinion," 
it seems fitting tlmt opposing opinions would 
arise as a result of editorial publications. 

Furthermore, The Index will always 
have one major advantage over every other 
publication. 

'The Index is the only place in the 
world where you can get news at Kalamazoo 
College," said Hemritz, adding. "It's a 
publication that's been around since the 

beginning of the college." 
Katie Ellis K'09, expressed a 

sentimental regard for The Index. She 
described her excitement after seeing 
a copy while in Ecuador on long-term 
study abroad. The paper, brought to her 
by visiting faculty, provided Ellis a jolting 
reminder timt "life at Kalamazoo was still 
going on without us." 

The Index remains a model of 
traditional, independent, free press. 
It's free of faculty advisors. endorsers, 
.and advertisements, and perhaps most 
importantly, it's free to students. 

Do you want to help? 

"There should be a lot of different 
voices in the paper;" said Heinritz. 
"Journalism is nothing if not a democratic 
enterprise." 

The Index is always looking for 
interested writers, reporters, photographers 
and webmasters. 

The Index wants your readership. If 
you have story ideas or suggestions, please 
e-mail index@kzoo.edu or attend a meeting 
and join The Index staffi 
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Performers Gear Up for 2008 Frelon Production 
Continued from page 1 

also of "Mother Moon." Blayne 
Milbeck K 'I 0, part ofa sister duo 
in the dance, is looking forward 
to the opportunity to dance with 
her older sister, Erin Milbeck 
K '08 for the last time at K. It was 
Erin who originally approached 
Davis with the song and concept 
for "Mother Moon." 

Thc show's running theme 
incorporates many different 
styles of music and dance, 
accommodating dancers of all 
talent and skill levels. One 
of the numbers, performed to 

"You Can't Stop the Beat," is 
choreographed based on dance 
moves in the movie "Hairspray." 
M.A. Harrison K'08 explained 
careful attention was taken while 
adapting the steps to ensure 
dancers of all levels could 
participate. 

Frelon dancers are spread 
out among the four classes, 
with an overwhelming number 
of participants hailing from the 
senior and freshman classes. 
Hannah Crossley K' II is trying 
her hand at choreographing 
a hip-hop number, entitled 
"Get Up." A smile on ber 

face, Crossley enthusiastically 
vowed to participate in future 
performances, believing perhaps 
the most rewarding aspect of the 
experience has been "just dancing 
every day." 

K's Swing Club is 
also making an appearance 
performing to (surprise!) Sir
Mix-A-Lol. The variety of styles 
in this year's show is sure to 
expose many cultures' dances, 
while also taking a step into the 
past for more traditional pieces, 
only to lunge forward yet again, 
with vIsionary choreography 
and a whole lot of spirit. 

Sarah Arnosky K'09, Sarah Shuster-Tucker K'08, and Kathleen 

Sholty K'08 dance to Frank Sinatra's "Luck Be a Lady." 

Phoco/KomaJ Chughtai 

COUNSEL'N~ COR-.NER-. SKWIRRELS By JAMES SPICA 

By KRISTIN R. GILLEN 
Associate Director of Counseling 

Interpersonal rejection is a painful 
process many individuals encounter 
throughout their lives. Whether this 
rejection involves close friendships or 
romantic relationships the experience 
can be disheartening and frustrating. In 
order to deal with these difficult feelings, 
It is Important to learn how to cope with 
rejection. 

Identify and understand the 
feelings_ RCJection often creates a host of 
difficult responses that individuals must 
negotiate with in order to work through 
the rejection. It is helpful to explore 
and process these feelings crcated by thc 
interpersonal loss. Common responses to 
rejection may include: 

Vulnerability "I put myself out 
there and he/she didn't like me.'" 

Low self-esteem ''I'm not the type 
of person people would want to be friends 
with" 

Loneliness "r Will be alone 
forever."' 

Depression "1 am so sad and hurt 
that this person rejected mc." 

Anxiety "I'm worried about 
attempting to make connections with 
others again ." 

Confusion "What did I do wrong~'" 

Learn from tbe rejection. Rejection 
can often serve as a springboard for the 
development of resiliency to deal with 
disappointments that one may encounter 
during life. What have you learned about 
your interpersonal strengths and areas of 
growth? What do you want and descrve 
III your relationships? 

Reflect on connections you have 
successfully maintained. What has 
enabled these connections? How can you 
apply this knowledge to forging successful 
future relationships~ 

Don't always take it personally_ 
Sometimes the rejection speaks more 
about the other person's issues and 
character than it does your own. Perhaps 
he/she has difficulty maintaining intimate 
relationships or is experiencing fcars 
about forging connections. Rather than 
asking, "Why am I not right for this 
particular pef'>on"" it may be helpful to 
consider: "What am I looking forT' and 
"What strengths can I offer?" 

Try again. "We keep going back, 
stronger. not weaker, because we will 
not allo\\ reje~tion to beat us down. It 
will only strengthen our resolve. To b~ 
su~c~ssful there is no other way." Earl 
G Ciraves-

s[:iWtRRELS 

: 
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Ultimate Frisbee Takes Third Place 
By PAUL TALPOS 
Contributor 

This past Sunday, the 
Ultimate Buzz Kalamazoo 
College's men's Ultimate 
Frisbee team walked off 
the tournament field with a 
slew of emotions. Among these 
feelings were exhaustion from 
playing seven mtense games 
over two days, and pain from 
playing a sport where scrapes 
and bruises are the norm and 
where serious injuries are not 
unheard of. The prevailing 
feeling, however, was pride. For 
the third time in as many years. 
Buzz advanced from Sectionals 
to the Regional stage of the 
Ultimate Players Association 
College Championship Series, 
cementing their status as one of 
the top three college ultimate 
teams in the entire state of 
Michigan. 

A combination of youth -
the team includes more than 
15 rookies and experience 
(aided by the return of Juniors 
Tom Nudell, Russell Becker, 
Will Watts, Matthew Vazquez, 

and Marc Korn from study 
abroad). Buzz fielded a 
fo idable team. Through pool 
play on Saturday, BUZI finished 
with a 3-1 record, defeatmg 
Calvin. Eastern MichIgan, and 
MIchigan State-B, losing only 
to Michigan State University 
by a single point. 

On Sunday the team won 
bids to Regionals. A fter a defeat 
by the University of Michigan 
- one of the top five teams 
in the nation Buzz faced a 
pair of do-or-die games against 
Michigan-B and Western 
Michigan. 

Like most B-Teams from 
large and successful schools, 
Michigan-B made up for 
what it lacked in athleticism 
through fundamental play 
and energy. Initially an even 
contest, momentum quickly 
began to swing in Michigan
B's favor, as they took the lead 
into halftime with an 8-6 score. 
Unwilling to have their season 
over, Buzz resolved at the 
break to greatly increase their 
intensity and energy, and it 

wasn't long before SenIor team 
captam Jacob Meyers made a 
di\tng defensive play which 
quickly turned into a point for 
the Buzz. 

"The team took it to a new 
le\el ... the intensity of the Buzz 
was higher than I'd ever seen 
it," said Meyers. 

Charged with intensity, 
Buzz dominated Michigan-B 
on defense and outscored them 
6-1 in the second hal f for a 
final score of 12-9. Buzz kept 
up the intensity in the third 
place game, beating a talented 
Western squad 15-6. Senior 
team captain Alex Wheelwright 
explained, "Super-hyped 
sidelines, cohesiveness, depth, 
and defensive effort carried us 
through." 

For Buzz, preparation 
replaced celebration as the team 
readies to make a mark against 
some of the premier teams 
at the Regional tournament 
this upcoming weekend, as 
well as at the D-Ill National 
Championship in May. 

TED'S BRIEFS 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 
Spo,rtS Editor 

Women's Tennis 
Stumbles to Finish Season 

The Kalamazoo women's 
tcnnis team (10-9, 4-4 MIAA) 
started off the conference 
matches WIth a 4-0 record, but 
has since lost their final four 
matches of the season. Most 
recently, their last home match 
on Monday, April 21 resulted 
in a 5-4 loss to Hope College. 

After a 2-1 lead following 
the doubles matches. the 

Hornets couldn't hold off the 
Hope attack in singles play. 
and dropped four of the six 
singles matches, each in two 
sets. Winning for Kalamazoo at 
two-singles was junior Lindsay 
Zuhlke in a 6-4, 6-1 standing. 

Freshman Kart Larson also 
took a victory over her opponent 
at fi\·e-singles. also 6-4. 6-1. 

The tennis team wi II compete 
at the MIAA Tournament held 
at Albion College thIS Friday 
and Saturday, April 25-26. 

Baseball Remains 
Streaky 

The Kalamazoo baseball 
team finished the past weekend 
2-2 after two blowout wins 
and two blowout losses. The 
Hornets (10-10, 6-10 MIAA) 
shut out Alma College last 
Friday, April 18 8-0 in game 
one of a doubleheader. 

In that match-up, 
sophomore Ben Schroeder 
pitched efficiently in all seven 
innings of work, allowing just 
five hits. The Hornet batters 
fared much belter, driving in 
six runs in the fifth inning to 
clinch the lead. 

Sophomore first baseman 
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Recyclemania Results 
Continued from page 1 

than that of Colorado State 
University. 

Last year K won the 
Bottles and Cans category 
and placed 4,h overall. 

Froelich said that some 
things done differently this 
year included office clean
ups by faculty and staff and 
a "dorm storm." The re-filing 
that took place in Mandelic 
Hall also allowed for a lot of 
extra material. Bottled Water 
Awareness, a cause that 
advocates using re-usable 
bottles. ended up hurting 
the college in the Bottles 
and Cans category, but the 
Recyclemania members 
remain pleased that the 
college is using less bottled 
water. 

Overall, the campus 
recovered the equivalent of 
827 trees duri ng Recycleman ia 
this year. 

According to Froelich, 
the new goal for the campus 
is to generate less trash and 

Brandon Luczak drove in three 
RBIs on two hits and outfielder 
sophomore Brian Barkley also 
got in on the action, getting two 
RBIs on two hits. 

The second game of the 
doubleheader didn't fare so 
well, as the Scots lit up the 
scoreboard. winning 21-10. On 
19 hits, Alma earned six runs in 
the first inning before allowing 
Kalamazoo to tie it at 7-7 in the 
third. Then Alma pUllid ahead, 
with a seven-run effort in the 
eighth inning. 

Traveling to Alma for two 
more games last Sunday, April 

rccyelables. "We still have a 
lot of ground to gain 111 the 
waste minimization category," 
he said. 

The college improved 
by weighing in at 10 pounds 
less trash per person this year. 
which Froelich said may be 
due to more technology going 
paperless and the re-usmg 
of cups. Despite the gains. 
improvement can still be 
made. 

In the future, 
Recyclemania hopes to 
participate in 
service 
which 

organics 
generally 

composting. 

the food 
category, 
involves 

"!t's one of those things 
we're still researching and 
figuring out bow to do," 
Froelich said. 

Froelich would like to 
see K win again next year and 
recommends that the campus 
continue to reduce and reuse 
all of what would normally go 
to waste. 

20, Kalamazoo struggled again 
in the first game, dropping 
it 5-13. Junior catcher Ryan 
Benjamin drove in four RBis 
on two hits. but five errors in 
the game doomed the Hornets. 

The second game wen t 
much better for the visitors, as 
K burned through three Alma 
pitchers for II runs. JunIor 
pitcher Steve Charon pitched 
a full seven mnings, giving up 
six hits and one run. 

Kalamazoo plays a 
doubleheader today against 
Hope College at home. The 
games start at 2:00 p.m. 

-
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NBA Playoff Predictions by Superfan Robyn McBride 
By ROBYN MCBRIDE 
Staff Writer 

The NBA has been absolutely wild 
this year. From the Pau Gasol-Jason Kidd
Shaquille O'Neal trades to the force that has 
been the Boston Celtics, this has been one 
of the most unpredictable seasons in NBA 
history. Case in point: As the regular season 
ended, the top eight seeds in the West were 
separated by seven games. Seven games! 
The top two seeds alone in the East were 
separated by that many games. And with 
only one team in the NBA emerging with 
a 60-plus game winning season (Boston), 
every game during the regular season was 
a do-or-die situation (though mostly in the 
We t, let's not kid ourselves here). Keeping 
all that in mind, here are my predictions for 
the NBA Playoffs: 

Eastern Conference First Round 
Boston (I) v. Atlanta (8) 
Do you actually think Atlanta has 

any chance of beating Boston? Unless Al 
Harford pulls a Tanya Harding and takes out 
KG, Ray Allen and Paul Pierce (and Rondo 
and Big Baby and ... ), the Hawks have no 
hope. Boston in four. 

Detroit (2) v. Philadelphia (7) 
Though I will concede to the fact that the 

76ers aren't that bad (in terms of the Eastern 
Conference), they only won 40 games and 
they are facing the Pistons. Detroit in four. 

Orlando (3) v. Toronto (6) 
This could actually be an interesting 

match-up. With the improved play of Jose 
Calderon and consistent play from Bosh, 
the Raptors aren't going to make it easy 
for the Magic. With or witbout the cape, 
Howard and the rest of the team will likely 
"superman those Raptors." Orlando in six. 

Cleveland (4) v. Washington (5) 
Yet another interesting match-up. With 

Agent Zero back in the rotation, along with 
steady play from Jamison and Butler, you 
can't deny the Wiz in this series. Though 
one can argue that the Lebrons have some 
good playoff experience from last year, we 
know in our heart of hearts that was a fluke. 
Washington in seven. 

Western Conference First Round 
LA Lakers (I) v. Denver (8) 
Denver played its heart out in the last 

few games of regular play to secure the 
number eight seed. Too bad the Lakers are 
playing way too cohesively for the Nuggets 
to take them down. LA Lakers in six. 

ew Orleans (2) v. Dallas (7) 
This match-up is a little tricky. We all 

know what Dallas is capable of (though the 
Kidd trade hasn't 
paid off like we 
thought) but 
CP3? He's having 
an amazing 
season but the 
Mavs do have 
plenty of playoff 
experience
years more than 
most of the 
Hornets. Dallas 
in seven. 

San Antonio 
(3) v. Phoenix 
(6) 

After last 

that the Wiz are going to give them a run for 
their money. The Wiz actually won three out 
of the four of their regular season meetings 
with the Celtics. Don't expect a blowout. 
Boston in seven. 

Detroit (2) v. Orlando (3) 
petroit never gets the respect they 

year's playoffs, 
this series is 
just making me 
giddy. The Spurs
Suns rivalry has 
become one of 
the hottest in the 
NBA. This is 
guaranteed to be 
one in the "must 
watch" series. I 
think either team 
can take it. .. but, 
San Antonio in 
seven. 

Chauncy Billups leading his Detroit Pistons to certain victory. 

Utah (4) v. 
Houston (5) 

The Rockets sure did a number on the 
league this year with that Yae-Iess 22-win 
streak. The Jazz, even without a streak, 
have been extremely consistent in their play 
and have proved to be one of the best home 
teams. You read it here: Tracy McGrady 
will never get past a first-round series. Utah 
in six. 

Eastern Conference Semi-Finals 
Boston (1) v. Washington (4) 
Though it seems that the Celtics could 

take down any team at any time, the truth is 

Photos/ redsarmy.wordpress.com 

deserve! It's always, "They crumble under 
pressure--look at last years playoffs!" The 
truth is that wben the Pistons are focused 
(and especially wben Sheed is focused) they 
can destroy any team. So Turkoglu, nice 
improvements, but no cigar. Detroit in six. 

Western Conference Semi-Finals 
LA Lakers (1) v. Utah (4) 
Oh boy, this is going to be a crazy series. 

Every game in the Western Conference is 
like playing for keeps, so we can expect 
to see some ex«ellent game play from 

everyone. Will Deron pull it out? Will Kobe 
show us why he's won duec rings before? 
LA Lakers in seven. 

Dallas (7) v. San Antonio (3) 
A showdown in Texas my favorite. 

Both teams can play ball. both teams have 
playoff experience, both team have excellent 
leaders. Duncan has three rings, Nowitzki 
has none. Will Dirk crumble under 'pressure 
like he did last year? San Antonio in six. 

Eastern Conference Finals 
Boston (1) v. Detroit (2) 
This is the end-all be-all ofNBA action 

right here. This is going to be a fight to the 
death. Everyone is rooting for the Celtics 
and the trio has yet to taste the glory of a 
championship. However, the Pistons have 
had so much playoff experience as a team 
and their bench is deeper than it has ever 
been before. Call me crazy, but the Pistons 
are going to bring it home. Detroit in seven. 

Western Conference Finals 
LA Lakers (1) v. San Antonio (3) 
Another Western Conference Finals 

for the ages. Kobe back after a few years 
of absence. Duncan and the rest of the crew 
right where they've been seated comfortably 
for the past few years. We all know that both 
teams are more than capable of winning the 
Western Conference championship. but the 
Lakers' beart and determination are going 
to outlast anything that San Antonio has to 
bring. Lakers in seven. 

NBAFinals 
Detroit v. LA Lakers 
Let's go back to the 2004 Playoffs, 

when Kobe and Shaw crumbled and tbe 
Pistons took it all. Wouldn't it be just lovely 
if the Pistons could do that again? I don't 
think it's going to be that easy, especially 
since they wouldn't be able to play "Hack
a-Shaq." I know everyone wants a revival 
of the Celtics-Lakers of the 80s, but really, 
this could be just as exciting, if not more. 
I can't lose faith in my Pistons now-I'm 
taking them in seven. 

I have now sealed my playoff 
predictions. Yes, 1 am a Pistons fanatic and 
I take them to win it all. But is it that crazy? 
Not so much. Even if they don't bring it 
home, the playoffs are sure to be wild so 
take a seat and get ready to watch. 



Second Annual Eating Disorder Awareness Week 
Campus event series examines eating disorders at K 
By LESLIE.PETROVICH 
StaffWriter 

Over the course of two weeks 
the Counseling Center and several 
student organizations teamed up 
to present an Eating Disorders 
Awareness Series designed to 
raise campus consciousness about 
the prevalence of myths , biases, 
and prejudice towards eating 
disorders . 

Monique Ward Ph.D ., an 
Associate Professor of Psychology 
at the University of Michigan, 
kicked off the series with her 
presentation on eating disorders 

and the media. 
Dr. Ward has conducted extensive 

research on media and "the thin 
ideal," defined as the correlation 
between exposure to the media and 
the belief that to be an ideal woman in 
America, one must be unrealistically 
thin . Dr. Ward's lecture defined 
race and sexuality as prominent 
factors in defining the extent of 
body satisfaction, a topic on which 
hundreds ofreports are published each 
year, the results of which continue to 
surprise researchers. 

The following event, "Families, 
Objects , and Being Perfect: A 

Clinical Exploration of the Shadow 
of Eating . Disorders," featured 
three speakers, each addressing a 
different concept of body awareness 
psychology. 

Lindsay Smith, MA, LLP, LPC, 
is a practicing local psychotherapist 
who in defining perfectionism 
explained the possibility of it being 
an inheritable genetic quality. 
Theresa Curtain Ph.D., also a local 
psychotherapist, discussed the role 
of the family in the development 
of eating disorders, in addition 

Continued on page 6 

Debate Over Women in the Weight Room 
By TONI SKALICAN 
StaffWriter 

"What if I identified as a 
woman?" asked Aaron Quiiiones 
K '08, as be was escorted out of 
the weight room during a Thesday 
night Women in the Weight Room 
sesslOIt 

His question sparked 
controversy that led to a campus
wide Women in the Weight Room 
Discussion last Tuesday, April 
22nd The event attracted a crowd 
of more than 60 concerned students 
ilIld fuculty, eager to address issues 
of sexism, gender segregation, and 
harassment in the weight room. 

According to Quiiiones' 
research, Kalamazoo College is 
the only non-religious college in 
the counlry with only one gym 
that maintains a weekly Women in 
the Weight Room program. (The 
Index was unable to confirm this 
statement) 

"Women in the Weight Room 
is not on the blocks right now," said 
Sarah Westfall, Vice President of 
Student Development and Dean of 
Admissions, reassuring many female 
attendees who bad come prepared to 
defend Women in the Weight Room's 
continuance. 

''It has the college's full 

support" 

The rights of transgender students 

Quiiiones' incident with 
security raised the question of how 
the administration might respond if 
a transgender student~ifically, 
a male who identifies as a woman 
- wants to use the weight room 
during women's hours. 

"We really don't have a good 
process or system for dealing with 
transgender students," said KriSten 
Smith, Director of Women's 

Continued on page 4 
Photo/James Mickley 

Learn more about Earth Day Fest on page 3. 

Founders Day Convocation Celebrates 175 Years IN THIS ISSUE 
By MARY CORCORAN 
Staff Writer 

On April 24th, President 
Eileen Wilson-Oyelaran 
welcomed her enthusiastic 
Stetson Chapel audience of 
current students, alumni, faculty 
and honored guests to Kalamazoo 
College's Founders Day 
Convocation to Qlark "a special 
day in a special year"-the 175th 
anniversary for the small college 
atop the hilL 

After an exemplary prelude 

and processional led by Western 
Michigan University organist 
Karl Schrock, and an inspiring 
invocation delivered by Chaplain 
Mary Ellen Ashcroft, the 
ceremony spotlighted four of the 
college's most visionary pioneers: 
President James Stone and his 
wife Lucinda, and Presidents 
Herbert Lee Stetson (1847-1935) 
and Allan Hoben (1874-1935). 

In a piece entitled "Reading 
the Stones," professor Dr. Gail 
Griffin returned from sabbatical 

to educate anecdotally about 
the Stones - two people who, 
according to Griffin, form the 
"core of this college's identity." 
The Stones' empbasis on language 
study and studying beyond U.S. 
borders resonates today through 
the college's acclaimed study 
abroad programs. 

Also under their leadership, 
the "college was actively engaged 
with the issues and change-

Continued on page 7 
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Cultural Awareness Troupe Presents "Black Is .. . " 
By KATIE COASTER 
Executive Editor 

lliE INDEX 

"Black Is .. . ", this year's perf<mnance of the 
Cultural Awareness Troupe (CAT.) put on by the 
Black Student Organization (B.S.O.), will take 
place this Friday and Saturday, May 2, and 3, at 8 
EM. in DaItoo Theatre. 

An I AC e\""IIt fur Sl!ldents, directed by 
13.S.0. president 
Britnei CIarkK'08, 
CAT. promises 
a show that will 
be a mixture of 
entertainment and 
education aiming 
to promote cultural 
awareness at K 

step (a historical expression prominent in 
sororities and fraternities), short skits, poems, 
and more. The perfonnances range from solos 
to group efforts and are entirely student nUl and 
choreographed. 

"CAT. is a collectionofeveryone's voices," 
said Robertson. ''We don't tum anyone away." 

CAT. has been preparing for the show since 

Photo/Jessica 

winter quarter, 
cuIminating in 
a week of tech 
rehearsals during 
midterms, a busy 
time for most 
students. 

"It's a big 
commitment, 
but we have a lot 
of contributors," 
said Robertson. 
"All classes are 
collaborating to 

''We wanted 
to create a forum 
where we could 
address issues that 
wererelevanttothe 
African American 
experience at 
K," said B.S.O. 
member Alysia 
Robertson K'08. 

create this." 
Rebecca Agboruche K'09, Klissa Jarrett K'IO and other 
members of B.S.O. practice "A. Sttong Black Woman is to 
Dead; one of the acts that will appear in Ftiday's and Sarur
day's C.A.T. performance. 

In addition 
musical 

numbers 
including 

However, 
CAT addresses a larger variety of issues other than 
the African American experience. 

''Wealwaysencourngeeveryonetoparticipate, 
not just members of the organization, and not just 
AfricanAmerican students," Robertson said 

CAT, which has been performed annuaUy for 
the past 12 years, has 30 members this year. 

Tbe perfonnance includes songs, dances, 

contemporary 
R&B, hip hop, "Don't Change" by Musiq 
SoulChild, and "Strange Fruit" by Billie 
Holiday, students have created original drnmatic 
works . including skits and a play exploring 
the interaction between an African American 
campus tour guide and the white father of a 
prospective student 

''We encournge everyone to come with an 

What political issues are 
most important to you? 

What political events 
do you want to see on 

campus? 

Make your voice heard and 
take the Political Issues Survey! 

Find the link to the online survey 
a t campus.kzoo.edu 

open mind, to be open to the ideas that we are 
talking about and think about how these reflect 
in your own life," said Robertson. 

Other subject matter includes Jena 6 and 
HIV / AIDS, in an effort to address issues going 
on in the larger world as well as on campus. 

A special feature of the show will be a hip 
hopIR&B performance by Truth Tone, a local 
group of college students. 

Robertson views CAT. as an emotional 
expression of her time at K 

"It feels like a conclusion, expressing a lot of 
the feelings I've gone through over the last four 
years," she said "It's lik;e putting the punctuation 
mark on the end of my senior year." 

Tickets for CAT. can be purchased on 
the main floor of the library today and Friday 
between 11 arn.-2 p.rn. or 4-6 pm., and Friday 
in the cafeteria from 11 arn.-l pm. or 4-6 pm. 
Prices are $3 for K students and $5 for non
students/adults. 

Friday and Saturday at 8 P.M. 
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This shot was taken lasr week 
during tehearsal for the Muestra 
Internacional de Teatro Universitario, 
an international collegiate theatre 
festival that takes place in Caceres, 
Spain, each year. The Festival Playhouse 
production of Well was the only U.S. 
representative at the festival this year. 
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Earth Day Fest Brings Students Together 
By MUNIRAH MCGOVERN 
Staff Writer 

Last Saturday on the quOO, EmOrg held its Earth Day Fest in 
oollaboouion withsevmU odustudem~ 

Originally pIaraxI as a simple celebrntion, the tMnt evolved 
into a combination between an Earth Day celelxation and a jICViou;Iy 
planmd tMnt to raise ~ of bow the war on cIrugl atrecIs 
the envirmm::nt and civil liberties. ArnIxsty InremationaI, St1xlwts 
foc Semble Drug Policy (SSDP), FnvOrg. and the AImican Ovil 
Libe11ies Union (ACLlJ) had planmd the tMnt fer last quarter; rut 
wbw it did notwodc rut, they decided to oombioo the two IM:nIs feran 
even broader edtx:ational experi=. 

lema Hertz K'IO, President of &\oOrg, said that the aim foc 
the tMnt was "a relaxed envirooment where peq:lle could f%!ioy 
tmmelves and leam about Earth Day, helping the enviroomeDt, and 
the odu tqJics oovered at the bootbs." 

as the classic iocaOOescmt 00Ibs rut use ~ 75 percent less 
~, occmIiog to Il!lJ1Ialswrce. The lighI OOIb exchange 
plan is put oftbe ''8 in 08" campaign a.urettIy in (XOgrfSS on caJJl!US, 

where SIlIdf2lIs are encoornged to redn: thean:runt of ~ tbey use 
00 a daily 00sis by simple actioos su:h as twning off treir ~ 
atnigtL 

The SHAG tooh in;Ied an internctive OCIivity where ~ 
could 00lp groop ~ lXlikI a giant penis WI of plastic; and glass 
tdtles, ~ and c:aJdboon:I. The linisIm jIOduct en:Ied up 
being about 5 feet taD and madecanplelely Wlof recyclables<XJllectro 
aroorrl caJIl!1.IS. 

K College's cba(:u of tbe ACUJ rrovideU a p.!Zlle of the 
Bill of Rights that event gres could p.It together to win oc.mts fum 
SweetWllll'r's. The groop aloo rrovideU ~ bodanarks, and 
signup; fer infoonaIiooal emails regarding Vllfiru; civil ~ 
Kammy Webb K' 10, ~t of the chapfer, callerl the event "really 
tim and successful" and e.xtmded congJll!Ulati<n to the aganims, 
saying, "&\Org p.It a ~ of wodc into crgani2Jng the event, and it 

Keeping the ~ flowing, sevmU local bard; played the event 

The IiIrup iocIucrxlIsb and Artwak, IT Royster, WOO Hit Jdm?, and 
JeffPianki. 

The ceIeIxation fuatured 1ables manned by odu studem 
org;mi2ati<n<; ioclLrling StJrl:nts fer the Ethical. TreaIrneIltofAoirnah; 
(SEIA), Bike Club, Sexual Health ~ Group (SHAG), 
~ Fmgy Group, the Sustaimbility Hoo;e, FnvOrg. as m:ll 
as 00IlllllUIlity groups su:h as Kalamrzro Collective Hruiing and 
WesIfm Michigan Climate Adion. Activities ranged fum sci=. 
experinrnts to seed planting, clothing painting. gaDleS and contests. 

fu:ing the event, the Carnp.Js Fmgy Group handed WI 
COOIJR't fllXRSCellt lighI OOIbs that give off the saIre an:runt of light 

At the day's en!, Hertz was satisfierl with tbe event's turnout. 

''\\e had a r.mge of activities, and the~ we'd hoped frI; 
so I think it was a success," she said. 

Photo/James Mickley 
Samantha Weaver K'08 and Rob Foley K'09 repre

sent the Campus Energy Group at Earth Day Fest. 

Psychology Professor Gary Gregg Earns Lucasse Award 
By JILLIAN MCLAUGHLIN 
Features Ediror 

After nearly 20 years of research, a 
Peace Corps stint, and braving a locust 
storm, Psychology professor Gary Gregg 
can point to two 
books and the 
2008 Lucasse 
Award as the 
culmination of 
these efforts. 

G reg g 
published The 
Middle East: 
A ClIltural 
Psychology 
in 2005 and 
Culture alld 
Identity in 2007 

He counts teaching a class on the 
culture of Arab and Muslim societies as 
one of his accomplishments. For the first 
time this year, Gregg taught that class 
in the fall instead of his "Psychology 

of Prejudice" 
course. 

Ben g t 

Apelgren K'IO 
took the course. 
He said Gregg's 
passion 
through 
class. 

came 
each 

"He would 

with the Oxford Photo/Gary Gregg 
Un i v e r sit y Prof Gregg en route to a life history interview. 

look at us after 
talking for 
a while and 
say, 'Isn't that 
fascinating? 
Isn'tthatwild?'" 
Apelgren said. Press and 

received the Lucasse Award this year for 
his research. The Lucasse Award is given 
each year to a member of the faculty for 
excellence in research or teaching. 

Gregg's path to studying the cultural 
psychology of the Middle East and North 
African (MENA) region began at the 
University of Michigan, where he studied 

personality psychology. He completed 
dissertation research on people of ages 
18-26 to look at identity formation. He 
studied under a professor who used a life
history approach advocated by Henry 
Murray, a prominent psychologist. 

The life-history approach studies 
people's lives in depth to look at larger 
psychological theories. After completing 
his Ph.D., Gregg took the first step to 
a career in cultural psychology in the 
MENA region - he traveled to Morocco 
with his colleague and wife, Alison Geist, 
as a Peace Corps volunteer. 

Their time spent in Morocco afforded 
Gregg a unique opportunity - the ability 
to study the social organization of a 
Moroccan village that occupied the area 
where a livestock service wanted to do 
conservation and rehabilitation processes 
to the rangeland. Gregg's task was to 
see how livestock fit into the social 
organization. 

Soon, Gregg was strapping a tape 
recorder on the back of his friend's 
motorcycle and doing life-history 

interviews with Moroccans. He was 
awarded a Fulbright to replicate 
his dissertation research on young 
Moroccans. 

He found a great tension in those 
he interviewed between wanting 
to embrace the traditions of their 
indigenous culture and more Western 
identities. 

"A few worked on wonderful 
syntheses of Westernist and indigenist 
sides of their character, some shifted 
between them without realizing it and 
some were tom apart by the conflicts," 
said Gregg. 

His research appears in Culture 
alld Identity. 

Working in Morocco added some 
interesting adventures to his research. 

"I was riding back home through a 
locust swarm one day. It was like 100 
people were throwing shrimp at me," 
said Gregg, laughing. 

He completed the interviews in the 
late 1980s. For the next fifteen years, he 

Continued on page 7 
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K Students Reach Out Through Girls On The Run Program 
By JESSlCAMAAS 
Staff Writer 

The bell rings. ElemenlaIy 
school students shufHe out of their 
classrooms and head to the buses 
to go home while others get picked 
up by their parents. But twice a 
week 1,875 of them from all over 
Kalamazoo stay after to train for a 
5K with Girls on the Run. 

Girls on the Run is a character
developing program in the spring 
whose mission for those in grades 
3-5 is to "educate and prepare girls 
for a lifetime of self-respect and 
healthy living." The program has 
also added a fall series for girls in 
grades 6-8 called Girls on Track. 

"We use running to help girls 
discover their personal power," 
said Sandy Barry-Loken, Director 
of the Kalamazoo Girls on the Run 
program. 

Girls participate in two 1.5-hour 
practices per week for 10 weeks, 
on tearns of 8-15 participants. The 
Kalamazoo area has 138 tearns with 
290 coaches at 63 locations. 

Each practice gets divided into 
two parts: in the first half the girls 
go through a lesson on a particular 
subject taken from a national 
curriculum and the last half is spent 
training for the 5K that the girls 
will complete at the end of the 10 
weeks. 

Barry-Loken said that hoth the 
girls and the coaches are able to take 
a lot from the experience. 

'They have this goal for 
themselves and they achieve it," 
she said of the girls. "There's a lot 
ofrewaro to see in that finish line." 

Rachel Brainerd K'08 has 
participated as a coach in Girls on 
the Run for six years, three of those 
six in Kalamazoo. Brainerd mainly 
leads lessons, which can range from 
standing up for yourself to healthy 
eating, and she facilitates the 
interaction and participation among 
the girls. 

'1 really loved the idea of 
incorporating running but the focus 

isn't on running," Brainerd said. 
'1'm an adult that they can interact 
with who isn't their teacher that they 
get a grade from, or their parent who 
they could get yelled at by." 

She said that the experience has 
taught her a lot that she can apply 
to her own life, including patience, 
the ability to mediate problems, and 
avoiding misinterpretation by being 
clearer and letting other people know 
when she doesn't understand 

Brainerd said that it is really 
rewarding to be able to see change 
in the girls in their day to day 
actions with the other girls, such 
as one girl walking up to another 
and letting her know that she hurt 

her feelings instead of holding a 
silent grudge. Brainerd said that 
she's really able to see growth in 
the girls by the end 

Brainerd is graduating in 
May and going to work for Teach 
for America, and though she may 
not be able to continue her work 
with Girls on the Run right away, 
she wants to in the future. 

"Just planting those ideas 
and those seeds, it's something 
they can come back to," she 
said 

The 5K is open to the 
community and will start and 
finish at Waldo Stadium at WMU 
on May 22"" at 6:30 p.rn. 

Women in the Weight Room Program Raises Questions 
Continued from page 1 

Athletics. Although the National 
Collegiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA) has its own procedures 
for identifying transgender athletes 
as women or men through medical 
records and legal documents, the 
lines blur when the college tries to 
define gender for recreational athletic 
participation. 

'These are questions that just 
simply weren't asked at the time 
when the program started," said 
Smith. 

Women in the Weight Room: 
A history 

Women in the Weight room 
began three years ago when a 
female student, just back from 
study abroad, felt apprehensive 
about working out around men. 
She approached the athletic 
administration, asking that they 
designate a time in the weight room 
for "women only." 

Hoping to alleviate the fears 
of other women too intimidated 
to enter the weight room, Carrie 
Brankiewicz K'04 launched the 
program, aiming to "create a safe 
space and create a helpful space for 

women to work out," she said 
Rob Passage, Men's Head 

Basketball Coach and weight room 
coordinator, gave Brankiewicz's 
program the Tuesday night "slow 
time-slot" from 8:30-10 p.m. 
Furthermore, a student worker was 
made available to open the weight 
room early on Sundays, giving 
women a second 3-5 p.rn. Sunday 
option. (Originally, the Anderson 
weight room did not open until 5 
p.rn. on Sundays.) 

Heading the program, 
Brankiewicz offered assistance 
and lessons to women interested in 
learning how to use the free-weights 
and machines often dominated by 
men. She hoped that the program 
would provide support to women 
until a time came when women 
could be comfortable enough to 
share the weight room with men. 

However, Women in the 
Weight Room failed to provide 
documentation of its program 
objectives. 

'1t has no mission statement 
and no documentation of goals," 
Quiiiones said. "Every other student 
organization on campus is required 
by the college to establish these, 
except for Women in the Weight 
Room." 

Debates 

At the forum, both male and 
female students gave various reasons 
for why they see Women in the 
Weight Room as a campus necessity. 

Some said working out 
alongside men is difficult for 
women with negative body image 
and a fear of '100king stupid" with 
the weights. Others saw Women in 
the Weight Room as an important 
accommodation for women who 
have been sexually assaulted or 
raped, and are uncomfortable 
working out in the ~ce of 
men. Furthermore, many attendees 
contended that women deserve 
their own time in the weight room, 
as a minority suffering centuries of 
systematic oppression by men. 

'11's 3 'h hows per week out of 
81, which I think speaks for itself;" 
said Samantha Weaver, K '08. 

"I don't think that anyone is 
going to disagree that women are 
systematically oppressed," said 
Quiftones outside of the forum. "But 
making something more exclusive 
for women does not solve the 
problem." 

Instead, Quiiiones believes 
that women and men should work 
together to make the weight room a 

safe environment for everyone. 
'1£ lewd comments are being 

made, why doesn't the student worker 
handle this?" asked one student 

Westfall said, '10 the 15 months 
that I've been here, no one has 
reported being harassed." 

Movingforward 

'1t's incredibly offensive to 
say 'just deal with it and move on,'" 
commented ClifBallard K'09, after 
several male weight room "regulars" 
suggested that women should work 
harder to overcome their fears of 
working out with men. 

Looking around the room, Rob 
Foley K'09 acknowledged that just 
the fact that so many women had 
shown up to defend Women in the 
WeightRQOm '~ustifies its existence 
beyond the comprehension of 
men." 

"We need to take all women's 
experiences seriously. If there are 
women who feel more comfortable 
in the gym with 'women's only' 
times then we need to listen to that 
and meet their needs the best we 
can," said Katie Gilford K '08. 

When Hicks is finished, 
Anderson is the next o;ampus 
renovation on the list 

"Can we channel some of 
this into design ideas?" asked a 
faculty member, suggesting that an 
additional weight room, providing 
more space and equipment, could 
alleviate disputes. Kristen Smith 
assured that student and staff 
feedback will be taken into account 
in the planning of the new "Campus 
RecreationlFitness Center." 

Lingering uncertainty 

In the meantime, uncertainty 
about Women in the Weight Room 
remains. 

Is Women in the Weight Room, 
as one student commented, "tearing 
down the safe community that we 
are trying to create?" 

At what point can one say that 
the goals of the program have been 
met? 

Furthermore, should 
transgender students have to identiiY 
themselves? 

Westfall did her best to address 
this. 

"You are going to have to 
identify in some way. How is the 
college going to accommodate you 
if you don't? Whether we like it or 
not, we live in a gender-segregated 
world," she said. 
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Top 10 Things To Do in Greater Kalamazoo This Spring 
By JASON WYMAN 
Staff Writer 

1. Bike: Kalamazoo has a 
great bike trail system, and it's 
expanding even furthefthis year. 
The Kal-Haven trail is expanding 
all the way across the county. 
For a smaller commitment, check 
out a bike trail map that you 
can pick up from the Michigan 
Department of Transportation 
office downtown. To get started, 
try to reserve a bike from 
Kalamazoo College's Bike Co
op. 

2. Concerts: Kraftbrau 
and Club Soda are gone, but 
the shows go on and other 
venues are trying to pick up the 
slack. Check out announcement 
boards at local coffee shops and 
restaurants to find out who's 
playing and where. Fourth 
Coast Cafe features a monthly 
concert around the 14th, Rocket 
Star Cafe has been increasing its 
shows, and Dino's and the State 
Theatre are booking more acts 

these days too. 

3. Farmer's Market: 
Kalamazoo has a great farmer's 
market for those looking for 
locally grown, organic food. 
Car pool with some friends or 
figure out Kalamazoo's public 
bus system so that you can buy 
some local veggies and flowers. 
The farmer's market is located 
on Bank Street, off of Portage 
Road. 

4. Festivals: Kalamazoo 
hosts tons of great festivals at 
the Arcadia Festival Site. The 
year always kicks off with 
Greek Fest hosted by Theo and 
Stacy's, and two of the more 
popular festivals include the 
Taste of Kalamazoo featuring 
area restaurants, and Island Fest, 
a festival that features Caribbean 
food and Reggae music. Check 
out www.discoverkalamazoo. 
com for festival dates. 

5. Iced Coffee With a Bang! 

Or A Frozen Mocha: A lot of Agency-two places that if you 
places around town have special haven't yet visited, you should. 
summer drinks. Two especially 
popular locales are Water Street 
Coffee Joint's Iced Coffee with 
a Bang! and Fourth Coast Cafe's 
Frozen Mocha. Water Street 
brews its specialty using a unique 
cold brewing process that retains 
its super muddy coffee taste 
and contains twice the caffeine 
of normal coffee. And Fourth 
Coast's frozen mocha is simply 
delicious! 

6. Go for a picnic at one 
of Kalamazoo's many public 
parks: Kalamazoo's biggest 
park, Bronson Park, has lots 
of seating, some great benches 
for people watching, and a fun 
fountain in the summer. The 
historic park once hosted a 
speech by Abraham Lincoln, and 
features a big antique cannon. 
Plus it's near some other 
Kalamazoo cultural hot spots 
like the Kalamazoo Institute of 
Arts, and the Michigan News 

7. The Gilmore Festival 
and Fontana Chamber Arts 
Festival: Check out the 
Gilmore Festival of Kalamazoo 
or the Fontana Chamber Arts 
of Kalamazoo to find out 
what concerts are coming to 
Kalamazoo. These are usually 
classical or jazz concerts, and 
student tickets are only $5. The 
Gilmore Festival only happens 
once every two years, and the 
artists who come for it are only 
the best and brightest. 

8. Check out local 
businesses with student 
discounts: A lot of places 
around town have what's 
called in Kalamazoo the "X-tra 
Credit" discount, which usually 
means around 1 0 percent off for 
students. For a list of places 
offering this discount, including 
a lot of popular restaurants and 
shops downtown, check out 

www.central-city.net. 

9. Play disc golf: West 
Michigan is one of the premier 
regions for disc golf in the 
country. In fact, this year the Pro 
Disc Golf Association is hosting 
its championship tournament 
here! Some of the more popular 
courses are Knollwood Park, 
Coldbrook Park, Oshtemo Park, 
Robert Morris, and if you're in 
a for a bit of a trek, Flip City. 
Search any of these courses 
online for directions. Disc golf 
is an easy sport that's fun for 
everyone, even beginners. 

lO. Go to a lake: Lake 
Michigan isn't our only lake! If 
you don't have enough time to 
drive to South Haven, there are 
plenty oflakes within a few miles 
of the college with nice parks 
and decent beaches. The closest 
and cleanest is right up Oakland 
Drive across from the Oakwood 
Plaza (where the Oakland Water 
Street Coffee Joint is). 

Robyn)s Day in the Life of~uA Biggby)s Barista 
By ROBYN MCBRIDE 
Staff~riter 

As the daughter of a former bagel 
shop owner, I know all about working 
in food service. So when the opportunity 
arose to be a Biggby's barista for a day, I 
jumped at the chance. 

Unlike when I went to Bio lab onmy 
last adventure, I felt at ease on my way 
over to Biggby's. Not to toot my own 
horn or anything, but I do know how 
to make a pretty good latte. However, 
working at Biggby's turned out not to be 
as easy as I thought. 

My friend and student manager, 
Anna Stortz K'08, greeted me when 1 
arrived. Lucky for me (and all Biggby's 
customers), Anna is very patient and 
took me under her wing. She gave 
me an apron and I prepared myself to 

make triple mocha grande non-fat sugar
free extra hot coffee drinks. Instead, 
Anna and fellow student manager Jackie 
Howard K'08 assigned me to check the 
temperatures of all the different types of 
coffee, each of which need to be checked 
every three hours in order to make sure the 
coffee is fresh. 

After checking the temperatures,Anna 
and Jackie explained some of the ins and 
outs of the coffee shop. I found out that 
Biggby's has recently gone "eco-friendly," 
meaning that they recycle all their coffee 
grounds. I also found out that Biggby's 
workers are part of a friendly community. 

"I've heard that at other campus jobs 
it's really hard to switch shifts," Jackie 
said. "Here we are always switching shifts 
and everyone is really nice about it. You 
never have to worry about your shift not 

getting picked up. And the other workers 
are always stopping by, which is nice." 

Then Jackie taught me how to use the 
cash register, which I found to be difficult. 
I'm used to the old-fashioned, punching in 
my own prices type of cash register, so all 
of this touch-screen technology was a little 
overwhelming. In typical friendly Biggby 
worker fashion, Jackie didn't mind my 
technology handicap. 

Though I didn't make a complete 
drink myself, I did help the girls with 
steaming milk and handing customers 
their drinks. And I did get to sample a few 
drinks myself, which, let me tell you, were 
delicious. The workers get to have a free 
drink every time they work, and luckily I 
was not excluded from this rule. I also got 
to chat with the girls about therr favorite 
aspects of working at Biggby's. 

"My favorite thing about Biggby's 
is making lattes," said Anna. "It seems 
simple, but I like it! And I also like that 
I never have to open during the week 
since I'm a student manager." 

"My favorite thing about working 
at Biggby's is getting to socialize with 
people I might not otherwise see," said 
Jackie. "Since I live off campus, I don't 
have a chance to socialize like I did 
when I lived on campus, so it's nice to 
see familiar faces while at work." 

I agree with Jackie. It was fun to 
learn to wait on people and wish them a 
nice day - it reminded me of the eight 
years that I worked for my dad. It was 
also great to learn about the beans. And 
now I will toot my own horn: I do brew 
a good latte - that is, with Anna and 
Jackie's help, of course. 
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Album Review: The Alchemy Index by Thrice 
By JOSEPH SCHAFER 
Staff Writer 

Alchemy, the mystic process 
by which one substance can be 
transfonned completely into another, 
is not limited to changing lead into 
gold Apparently it can change a 
simple punk four-piece like Thrice 
into an intelligent rock band worth its 
salt 

The Alchemy Index was 
conceived as four EPs that would 
explore one of Aristotle's elements of 
nature. Fire & Water were released 
in October to fair critical acclaim, 
but only last week was the collection 
completed with the release of Air & 
Earth. Both discs use a strong and 
diverse array of styles and instruments 
to convey not only a sense of each 

element but to create a bevy of strong 
songs. 

Air is the more production
beavy of the two discs, and uses a 
suite of electronic samples and sotmd 
etrects to accent soaring and echoing 
guitar wOlk. The music dances along 
to shifting guitar and surprisingly 
jazzy dnunJines, giving the whole 
disc an excess of personality and 
a playful air. Here, the music can 
imitate a light breeze or a hunicane 
at any time, and the songs are more 
interesting for it Everything here 
has orchestrntions and movements 
that make these songs somehow 
cinematic despite their brevity. Singer 
Dustin Kensrue dominates this disc: 
his voice is always at the front and 
evokes a young Paul McCartney 

in his gentler moments. His lyrics 
show a smattering of emotions from 
melancholy to exuberant 'The Sky 
Is Falling' is a twisted power ballad, 
while 'As The Crow Flies' is a gentle 
lullaby. Occasional moments of 
self-important melodrama such as 
'DeadaJus' keep Air a hair away from 
perfection. 

Earlh,ontheotherhand,isacurve 
ball of acoustic and folk influences 
- quite the change for a band that 
once paid the bills with speedy thrash 
riffs. Luckily for music lovers, Thrice 
really delivers the goods here. From 
'Moving Mountains' to 'The Lion 
and the Wolf' the entire disc has an 
aged, rustic feel that somehow only 
makes Kemue's voice stronger. With 
the influence of artists like Tom Waits 

and even contemporaries Murder 
By Death, Thrice has removed 
most production from the disc while 
sacrificing nothing. Minima1ist 
accompaniment of acoustic guitar 
paired with booky-tonk piano and 
even the occasional accordion lend a 
palpable grit to the populist narratives 
of the songs. Standout 'Come all You 
Weary' is a powerful sing-along with 
almost supernatural beauty in it The 
only real criticism of the whole disc 
besides a slight excess of self-import 
is that the EP lasts only 20 minutes. A 
genuine storyteller sensibility elevates 
Earth above the swn of its parts to 
the realm of pure classic rock in the 
making. 

Together, the two discs show one 
band approaching music from two 

distinct places: Air is a smorgasbord 
of studio magic and production tricks 
resulting in miniature epics, while 
Earth, chock full of deceptively simple 
story songs. could have been recorded 
in a bam. Together, despite some 
slight kinks, they create a solid block 
of enjoyable listening. Coupled with 
the earlier Fire & Water collection, 
they form Thrice's artistic statement 
and opus. Much like the alchemists 
they mimic, Thrice has learned that 
alone the elements are powerful, 
but together they transform into 
something else entirely: Art. Any self 
respecting rock fans reading this owe 
it to themselves to give these discs a 
spin, they're the strongest commercial 
release of 2008 so far and a viable 
contender for album of the year 

Eating Disorders on Campus SKWIRRELS By JAMES SPICA 

Continued from page 1 

to several methods commonly used 
in their treatment. Following the 
psychotherapists, Laura Sayen 
K'08 presented her research on 
objectification theory and its 
relationship to body awareness and 
identification. 

At Stetson Chapel on Thursday 
of Third Week, "Athletics and Eating 
Disorders" featured Jessica Maas K' 10, 
swim coach Kathy Milliken, and former 
K student, current psychotherapist 
Amanda Weishuhn, MA, each of whom 
presented a different perspective of the 
correlation between eating disorders 
and athletics, and joined together to 
conclude the panel with question and 
answer session with the audience. 

The senes concluded with "Love 
Your Body Day" on Friday, April 18th

, 

The event included a screening of the 
movie Hairspray, free "Love Your 
Body" bracelets. 

Doree Lipson, the K counselor 
responsible for much of the planning, 
played to student interests when putting 
together the series. She was guided 
by the question, "What is it about K 
College that makes eating disorders so 

prevalent?" 
Student feedback led Lipson 

to explore the overwhelming stress 
experienced by - and created by - K 
College students. 

"1 see people compartmentalizing 
themselves, imagining parts rather 
than a whole ... I see a lot of self
criticism, jUdgment, and feelings 
turned inwards," said Lipson. 

But externalizing anxiety and 
distancing one's self from self-critique 
is a challenge. 

"This isn't an area that's easy -
because of the disorders themselves, 
people are going to shy away," Lipson 
said. She added that the college needs 
"to create a space that allows for an 
honest examination of the issues and 
create programming that addresses 
those issues." 

In a few months, Doree Lipson 
is moving to New York State with 
her husband, Dr. Dan Lipson of 
the Political Science Department. 
Although she will not be around to 
organize and educate, she has high 
hopes for next year and would like to 
see Eating Disorders Awareness Series 
2009 address the nascent dilemma of 
men's eating disorders. 

·WE CAN MAKE "HYBERNA TTON ASSETS" A TAX WRITE-OFF- THE 
SQUIRREL REVENUE SERVICE HAS NO IDEA THA T WE DON'T 

ACTUAl/.. Y DO IT.· 
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President Wilson-Oyelaran, Others Honor College's History 
Continued from page 1 

makers of their day, and they welcomed 
such luminaries as Frederick Douglass, 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, and Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton," according to the program. 

Griffin, with her own passion for the 
Stones, expressed that during their time the 
Stones were loved figures on campus, so 
much so that when irreconcilable changes 
in college policy forced their resignation, 
the students rebelled, draping the tower in 
black and ringing the bells until midnight. 
Griffin reported that 7S percent of the 
students withdrew. 

Following the Stones' profiles, Thomas 
Brown K'67, grandson of Dr. Allan Hoben, 
delivered "The Hoben Legacy" in which he 
discussed President Hoben's contributions 
to the college. Brown turned to journal 
entries and more in a report of Hoben 's 
initial skepticism toward joining the K 
College community. 

Upon Hoben's first visit to the college, 
he wrote that the material aspect of the 
project was "revolting and hopeless." 
Nevertheless, he accepted the post of 
president, saying, "So 1 finally closed by 
eyes and made the plunge." The college is 
forever grateful he did. 

Among other contributions, Hoben is 
known for coining the phrase a "fellowship 
in learning" and for stressing the importance 
of strong faculty-student relationships. 
Brown explained his grandfather's belief of 
"higher education as a holistic process." 

"He [Hoben] was the right man at the 
right place. He made a difference," said 
Brown. 

In his journal Hoben once wrote, "I 
shall rather die than fail," his strong work 
ethic and dedication leading to the largest 
building project in the college's history and 
a reunification of faculty and students. 

The ceremony would not have been 
complete without a brief profile of Dr. 

Herbert Stetson, the man for whom K's 
dear chapel is named. During his time as 
president, Dr. Stetson led a revision of 
the curriculum, initiating the shift from 
classical classes to a more modem system . 
of education. Known as "the grand old man 
of Kalamazoo," Dr. Stetson was a familiar 
face on campus, whom many considered to 
be the "heart and soul of the Kalamazoo 
College community." 

After the colorful profiles and a 
presentation of plaques by Marlene 
Crandell Francis K'S8, Trustee (1980-
1998), Trustee ElIlerita (1998-present), an 
honorary degree of doctorate of sciences 
was conferred upon Victor "Vic" Braden 
Jr. K'SI. 

Braden, an internationally known 
tennis legend, shared stories ranging from 
his experiences playing with and losing 
to Bobby Riggs and elephants, to sharing 
the court with the late Arthur Ashe. He 
declared himself a strong proponent of 

Professor Awarded for Research 
Continued from page 3 

worked to finish the book. Gregg 
credits Geist with informing his 
scholarship. 

"Her work is 
on just about every 
page in terms of 
my understanding 
of how households 
and families work," 
said Gregg. 

"I felt 1 had a responsibility 
to write it and to do it in a 
non-ethnocentric way which is 
scary because I'm an American 
writing about the Middle East," 

people in the U.S. who study the 
culturalpsychologyoftheMiddle 
East, but also his encompassing 
qualitative approach can be 
equally distinctive. 

equal opportunity and discussed his latest 
project: teaching 8-18 year olds how to 
teach tennis. From the perspective of 
a coach, Braden's focus centers on the 
integration of academics with athletics, 
while also teaching people how to enjoy 
the sports they play. During his speech, 
Braden kept the room alive with laughter, 
embodying the college's motto to "be 
light"-Iux esto. 

"Remember, the college is forever 
young," said President Wilson-Oyeleran. 

During her concluding remarks 
President Wilson-Oyelaran announced the 
creation of a new Lux Esto award to be 
given this year at commencement and in 
following years as a part of the Founders 
Day Celebration. 

Borrowing President Hoben's words, 
President Wilson-Oyelaran shared the pride 
of many in the room, echoing K College's 
legacy as "that little college, better than 
any other." 

Geist worked 
on several projects 
in Morocco trying 
to improve the lives 
of the women and 
children. 

"She 'd rather 
change the world 
than write about it," 
he said. 

"Dr. Gregg adds 
a lot of richness and 
breadth because in the 
field of psychology 
sometimes we can 
be very focused on 
American life and 
behavior and he's one 
of the only people in 
our department who 
puts an emphasis 
on culture and puts 
behavior in context," 
said Psychology 

Photo/Gary Gregg professor Siu-Lan 

Senior 
Performance 

Series 
Professor Alison Geist talks to one of the farmers Tan. 

in the dairy goat project she created in Morocco. Tan said each 
The two spent 

five years in the region. Gregg 
returned more than a decade later 
to work on a comprehensive text 
about Arab-Muslim psychology. 
He said that no such book 
had been written from a non
ethnocentric perspective. 

said Gregg. 
Two-thirds of the relevant 

Arab psychology texts are 
synthesized in the second book, 
The Middle East: A Cultural 
Psychology. 

Gregg is one of three or four 

professor adds a 
different understanding to 
the field and helps create a 
department with a lot of depth . 

Next year, Gregg will 
teach a course again about the 
psychology of Arab-Muslim 
societies. 

May 1-3 at 8 pm 
ond Moy 4 ot 2 pm 

Dungeon Theotre 
Tickets $5 

otthe door 
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Seventy Years of Domination 
Another MIAA Win for Men sTennis 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 
SportS Editor 

During the past 70 years of 
consecutive MIAA championships for 
K's Men's Tennis, a lot has gone on 
in the world: 

-World War II 
-Lunar Landing 
-Desegregation 
-Fall of the Berlin Wall 
-9/11 
-Korean War 
-Vietnam War 
-The Beatles 
-The Internet! 
While the Kalamazoo College 

community celebrated its 175 th 

birthday on Thursday, the Men's 
Tennis team continued the celebration 
into Saturday by snatching the MlAA 
title for the 70th consecutive year. 

Ranked 27'h in the nation, the 
Hornets defeated Calvin College 6-3 
to earn sole possession of the league 
title. Sophomore Jason Brown in one
singles won 6-2, 6-2, while K took 
four of the singles matches. 

Senior Matt Wise persevered in 
a grueling three set match, 7-6 (8-4), 
2-6, 6-4. 

"The streak has made winnlOg 
the conference an expectation and 

realizing that is great," Wise said. 
Throughout the season, the 

Hornets endured a rough schedule, 
going 13-8. A 6-0 conference record 
helped guarantee them a share of the 
regular season title, but they weren't 
done yet, storming through the MIAA 
Tournament. 

Earning a first-round bye for 
their regular season performance, 
the Hornets beat Hope College in the 
semi-finals to win the right to play 
Calvin for the title. 

"It's awesome to have that 
accomplishment," said Wise. "But 
we're looking forward now and 
definitely focused on making an 
impact at NCAAs." 

The big win- gave Kalamazoo 
an automatic bid to the NCAA III 
Championships, this weekend May 
2-4. The third-seeded Hornets will 
play Wilkes University at Kenyon 
College in the opening round, 
tomorrow May 2. 

Four of the men's tennis players 
earned All-MIAA honors, including 
Brown to the first-team and Wise to 
the second-team. Sophomore Cyrus 
Jadun made the first-team and senior 
Tim Hubbard was selected to the 
second. 

TED'S BRIEFS 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 
Sports Editor 

Womell S Tennis Places Fourth at 
MIAAs 

The Kalamazoo College women's 
tennis team wrapped up their season 
with a fourth-place finish at the 
MIAA Tournament last weekend. 
They lost 5-1 to Hope College in the 
third place match. 

The Hornets beat St. Mary's 
College in the first round 5-1 to advance 
to the semi-finals where they dropped 
to Albion College, the eventual league 
champions. 

The Hornets struggled to end 
the season, dropping four straight 
before picking up their openlOg round 
victory. 

Two Kalamazoo players earned 
All-MIAA honors after the season. 
Sophomore Beau Wangtrakuldee was 

SPORTS I The Index, May 1,2008 

2009 will mark both the 200" 2008. 
anniversary of Charles Darwin's birth, and 
the 150" anniversary of the publication of 
011 the Origill of Species. 

To commemorate these dual 
anniversaries and to honor the seminal 
Impact that Charles Darwm has had on 
the field of biology, the Department of 
Biology is hosting a Year of Darwin Art 
Competition. 

The competition is open to current 
K college students (including K'08) 
as individuals or as teams. The art 
will be permanently displayed on the 
walls of Dow Science rooms 226 and 
232. Entrants should submit design 
proposals for artwork(s) themed around 
the biological concepts of evolution and 
unity in diversity. 

A wide range of media could be 
acceptable as long as the art fits in the 
available ·space(s). (Room diagrams of 
available space can be obtained from 
Andra Elksnis (Andra.Elksnis@kzoo. 
edu) or on the biology department home 
page (www.kzoo.edulbiology). 

The winning proposal(s) will be 
commissioned by the Department 
of Biology to create the works and 
the winning entrants will be paid a 
commission ranging from $500.00 to 
$2500 appropriate to the scale of the work. 
Costs of materials will also be covered. 

Proposals are due to Jim Langeland, 
Chair, Department of Biology, by June 1, 

named to the first-team, and junior 
Lindsay Zuhlke earned a spot on the 
second-team. 

Baseball Splits with Hope 

Last Saturday. April 26, the Hornet 
baseball team (12-12, 8-12 MIAA) 
played a close doubleheader at Hope 
College, earning a 3-2 victory in game 
one before falling 3-4 in game two. 

In game one, sophomore Brandon 
Luczak pitched another complete game, 
givIDg up six hits and no earned runs. 

Three Kalamazoo errors helped 
put across two runs for the Flying 
Dutchmen. Luczak also struck out four 
in the effort. 

Proposals sbould not exceed two 
written pages. excluding images, and 
should have the following sectIOns. 

A. The name( ), class. and major of 
the artistes). 

B. The space for which the art 
is intended (Dow 226 and/or 232). 
Proposals for one or both spaces are 
acceptable. 

C. Colored rendenng of proposal. 
D. A narrative description of the 

deSign and how it relates to the theme 
of evolution. If any forms of symbolism 
are used as an element in the proposal. 
please describe the meaning. 

E. At least two examples of previous 
completed artwork. 

F. Any other supplemental 
information that you would like to 
submit. 

G. A CD containing JPG files of the 
color rendering and examples of previous 
work. 

Finalists will be notified by June 10 
and invited for an interview, at which 
time a materials budget will be requested. 
Winning entrants will be notified by June 
15 and the materials budget will he made 
available at that time. The art should be 
ready to be presented to the department by 
April I, 2009 for unveiling at our Diebold 
Symposium in May 2009. CommissIOn 
will be paid upon satisfactory receipt of 
the completed work. 

Sophomore Larry Briski blasted a 
two-run home run to put the Hornets 
on top in the sixth inning. He had 
three hits on the day. Junior catcher 
Ryan Benjamin also earned three 
hits .• 

In game two, Hope College scored 
three runs in the bottom of the sixth 
inning to swipe the victory away from 
the Hornets. Junior outfielder Taylor 
Fodor knocked in two RBIs to lead 
tbe Hornets in the losing effort. 

Tbe weekend's games knotted 
the season series at 2-2 . Kalamazoo 
only has eight games remaining in the 
season, with a doubleheader at Tri
State University tomorrow to lead off 
the month of May. 
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Can I Get a Scream? 
Active Minds to provide stress-reliever for students 
By JOSEPH SCHAFER 
StaffWriter 

Asking K students if they 
have school-related anxiety is, all 
things considered, a rather silly 
question. This is by all counts 
an. intense school, even before 
one looks at theater, sports, or 
any of the other extracurricular 
activities students participate in. 

Fortunately, a new group on 
campus is planning on giving any 
students interested a little burst 
of relief this Thursday, May 9'h, 
and even if you don't hear about 
it, you most certainly will hear 

it. At 4 P.M. students will meet on 
the quad to eat ice cream before 
participating in a classic (almost 
Darwinian) stress-reliever: a good 
old-fashioned group primal scream. 
The event name, appropriately, is "I 
Scream! Ice Cream!" 

The group hosting this event is 
Active Minds, a nationwide group 
dedicated to raising awareness of 
mental health issues among students. 
Active Minds is new here at K, but 
has over one hundred chapters on 
campuses nationwide. Centered in 
Washington D.C., Active Minds 
began as a suicide awareness group 

but has since expanded its focus. 
The idea behind the group is 

to create a healthy environment 
for those suffering from 
psychological disorders as well 
as provide knowledge for the 
concerned and curious in order 
to foster acceptance instead of 
adversity. While this particular 
event - which they hope will 
become an annual spectacle -
focuses on relieving anxiety, 
Active Minds is dedicated to 
raising awareness for other less 

Continued on page 4 

Spring Fling 2008: Students Jump In 
By LISA PHILLIPS 
News Editor 

Freshmen and seniors 
alike mingled at this year's 
Spring Fling festivities on 
the Quad. 

The annual event, put 
on by the Student Activities 
Committee (SAC), was held 
last Sunday, and proved to be 
a very popular gathering. 

"It was huge we had a lot 
of participation and support 
from students. and it's a great 
way to get everyone outside," 
said SAC committee member 
Danielle MUler K '09. 

The most obvious 
attractions were several 
inflatable structures that 
towered over the quad, 
including an obstacle course, a 
bull riding arena, and "Spider 
Web," which featured a human
sized Velcro wall. 

Velcro-ing oneself to a wall 
proved trickier than expected 
for some. "It's a lot harder 
than it looks!" said Elsa Musko 
K'll, after several attempts in 
the Velcro suit. 

Student Organizations 
tables dotted the quad, and 
included everything from 

painting Hebrew-lettered 
T-shirts with the Jewish 
Student Organization to making 
biodiesel with the Campus 
Energy Group. 

"It's amazing to see how 
creative. our groups are," said 
Andrew Tyner K'09. 

At the WJMD Radio 
Station table, students could 
play Plinko and win free CDs. 
Students for Sensible Drug 
Policy held a quiz contest with 
drug-related trivia, and the 
Hindu Student Organization 

Continued on page 4 
Photo/Komal Chughtai 

SAC's Spring Fling featured stu org activities and inflatable /Un. 

Guild Hunger Event Opens Discourse on Poverty IN THIS ISSUE 
By LESLIE PETROVICH 
Staff Writer 

The Kalamazoo Peace 
and Justice Guild held their 
first event last week, a Hunger 
Forum that brought activists 
and professionals together with 
students and faculty. 

Carol Salisbury of the 
Ingham County Health 
Department, Anne Wend 
Lipsey of Kalamazoo Loaves 
and Fishes, Robert Barnhart 
of Church World Service! 

CROP, and Jordan Kough of 
the Campus Kitchens Project 
presented different, but 
complementary, aspects of 
the conflicts - and solutions 
- surrounding international 
hunger and poverty. 

Alexander Lipsey K'72 is a 
judge in the Ninth Circuit Court 
and moderated the panel. 

"If we are to overcome 
abject poverty, then we, the 
rich - and we are very rich -
need to be worrying much less 

about our own self-security," 
said Robert Barnhart K'70, 
an advocate from Church 
World Service, a multi
denominational Christian 
relief development and refugee 
resettlement agency. 

The panelists touched on 
some mildly controversial or 
unpopular ideas; specifically, 
the reality that true 
sustainability means reducing 

Continued on page 4 
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Name: 
Maggie Jackson 

Year: First-Year 

Potential Majors: 
Art History or 
English 

Possible study abroad 
location: Rome 

Dormitory: Hoben Hall 

Home state: Montana 

Name something interesting about Montana: The 
topographical variance is much greater there. 
It's also home of the largest Super Fun Site in 
America. 

Favored Presidential Candidate: Barack Obama 

Favorite Professor: Billie Fischer 

Whv? Because I enjoy taking her tests, which is 
obscene. 
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lfyou were a Miss Americaa 
contestant, what would your platform 
be? Ending the Miss America pageant. 

Favorite Biggby drink: The mint 
chocolate thingy that was like five 
dollars a pop. 

Favorite campus event attended this 
year: Phyllis Schlafly, because 1 had 
a very strong reaction to it in the 
negative. 

If you could have anything delivered 
to your home, what would it be? Spice 
and Rice 

How are you feeling as your wrap up 
your first year at K? I feel like I've 
learned a lot about myself since I've 
come here and mostly I've learned 
that you have to relax and let yourself 
have fun, or otherwise, what you're 
accomplishing academically doesn't 
have a lot of meaning. 

--Elena Brooks, Brady Donaldson, 
Elizabeth Lamphier & Gwen Persons 
(all K'08) 

ON THE QUAD I The Index, May 8,2008 

Letter to the Editors 
To the Editors : 

As a member of the student 
body, I am writlOg to express 
my concern regarding the 
quality of reporting done on the 
Sustainability Guild's events 
last week. 

An exciting and important 
panel featuring prestigious 
K alumni, the Sustainability 
Guild's first project, was 
omitted from The Index entirely. 
The alumni are experts in their 
respective fields and came to 
campus to give presentations 
at an LAC about climate 
change policy. One alum is the 
economist at the EPA's Climate 
Change Division, and the other 
spent 32 years at Argonne 
National Laboratory. They 
visited classes on campus and 
had dinner with students and 
professors. Their presentation, 
which took place on a Friday 
afternoon, had over 50 students, 
faculty, staff and community 
members in attendance. 

While the Sustainability 
Guild's Saturday event, 
Earth Day Fest, was covered 
hy The Index, it contained 
misinformation and left out 
important details. For example, 

the event was indeed a project 
of The ECOalition and the 
Sustainahility Guild. Its 
success should be attributed 
to the Guild's collaborative 
nature, and is an example of 
why the Guilds are an important 
campus resource. The Guild's 
relationship with community 
members allowed for groups 
like "Wild Ones" and the 
People's Food Co-Op to attend. 
Student organizations were 
contacted via The ECOalition, 
which also helped with event 
set-up. I was dismayed to 
see that any mention of the 
Sustainability Guild was 
missing from the "Earth Day 
Fest Brings Students Together" 
article, as Guild members 
worked hard to help plan and 
fund it. 

These events are something 
that the campus community 
should take pride in. I believe 
The Index should accept the 
prevalence of "environmental 
events" on campus as a sign of 
the times and do away with its 
aversion to reporting on them. 

--Samantha Weaver K'08 
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Strickler.Completes Fifth Boston Marathon, Looks to Sixth 
By JESSICA MAAS 
Staff Writer 

At 6:45 a.m., Andy Strickler 
boarded a bus just like more than 
25,282 others on April 21. It pulled 
away from Boston Commons and 
drove him 25 miles out of the city to 
Hopkington, Massachusetts, where he 
attached a chip to his shoe in order 
to track the distance he would cover. 
It was his fourth time running the 
marathon and by 10 a.m., Strickler 
had run the 26 miles and 385 yards of 
the Boston Marathon back to Boston, 
surrounded by approximately 500,000 
spectators. 

Currently the Major Gift Officer 
at K and a former cross country 
coach, Strickler first began running 
competitively in the 6,h grade, his 
career continuing throughout his 
college experience at Earlham 
College, where he ran cross country 
and both indoor and outdoor track as 
a middle distance runner. 

"I couldn't play basketball, I 
couldn't play football, I was better 
at running than anything else, and 
BOOM," said Strickler. 

Strickler didn't run his first 
marathon until he was in graduate 
school at Indiana University and a 
friend convinced him that they should 

run together. After deciding to run 
the St. Jude Memphis Marathon in 
December of '94, Strickler ended up 
running solo after his friend didn't 
feel up to it. 

He qualified for the Boston 
Marathon and ran it for the first 
time in April of 1996, which was the 
event's 100" anniversary year. 

"It was one of the most phenomenal 
running experiences of my life, from 
step number one at the starting line to , 
crossing the finish," Strickler said. 

At the time, he was still at Indiana 
and student-teaching, and having only 
trained for a few months, wasn't in 
very good shape. He told himself that 
he wanted to go back again when he. 
was fit. 

After taking an eight-year hiatus 
from marathons, Stickler decided he 
wanted to run Boston again. In order 
to qualify, he needed a time of less 
than 3 hours and 10 minutes; in late 
2003 after finishing 12'h with a time of 
3:01:36 of in the Sunburst Marathon 
at South Bend, Ind., he'd secured his 
spot. 

Strickler ran the Boston Marathon 
again in 2005, 2006 and just a few 
weeks ago on April 21, 2008. The 
marathon takes place every year 
on the 3,d Monday of April - New 

England's Patriot's Day - for which 
almost everyone in Boston has the 
day off, allowing for the entire course 
to be lined with spectators. 

"It's just a big, huge, 26 mile 
block party," Strickler said. 

This year he finished with a 
time of 3:13:47, which placed him 
3,025 of 21,963 overall. His best 
time, however, was in 2006 when he 
finished at 3 :06:04, placing him 1,663 
of 19,682. 

"The allure isn't about getting 
a good time, it's about the whole 
experience," said Strickler, "You can 
meet people from all over the world 
and all over the country." 

Spoken like a true runner, Strickler 
said the best part isn't the maralhon 
itself, but rather, the training, 

"You look back on that and you 
say, that was the part that meant 
something," he said, comparing it 
to looking back on one's college 
experience and the process that leads 
to the degree. 

Strickler said that he hasn't 
changed his training process much 
from year to year, starting between 
November and December and running 
through the cold winter. The Friday 
before the marathon he flies to Boston 
with his family, and for the last three 

races he has dyed his hair orange. 
Stickier'S 2008 time allowed him to 
qualify for next year's race, which he 
said he would probably run. 

Many K alumni have run the 
Boston Marathon but few have 
accomplished it while in the process 
of completing their studies at the 
time of the race. The last student to 
achieve this feat was Katie Drumm 
K'07 in 2005. 

National City Half-Marathon (Kalamazoo) 
Aptil26, 2008 

Toni Skalican K'll 1:47:55 
Sarah AlIexan K'11 1 :47 :54 
Stephanie Jones K'09 2:04:45 
Lauren Kroll K'09 2:04:45 
Sally Warner K'08 2:08: 12 
Allison McKenna (Chemistty) 1:54:55 
Amelia Katanski (English) 2:01:07 
Jennifer Einspahr (Political Sci.) 2:13:22 
Megan Hass (Athletic Training) 1:59:51 

Glass City Marathon (Toledo, OH) 
Aptil13, 2008 

Melissa Moore K'08 3:30:32 

SIP Symposia Celebrate Seniors' Accomplishments 
By MATTHEW GOULET 
Staff Writer 

SIPs swept Kalamazoo College 
this past weekend, as the annual 
symposia for the Biology and 
English departments showcased the 
analytical and creative efforts of K 
College seniors. 

The English Department's 
Hilberry Symposium kicked off 
Friday evening, May 2nd, with a 
lecture by K' 87 grad and author, 
Dean Kuipers, entitled "The 
Barefoot Neighbor: Notes on Being 
the Only One There." The talk 
emphasized the importance of often
overlooked details and haphazard 

realities that can influence a story, 
especially in a journalistic setting. 

Kuipers is an editor at the L.A. 
Times and author of several books. 
His most recent, Burlling Rainbow 
Farm, documents the true story of 
two hemp activists in Cass County, 
Michigan who were killed by 
federal agents on their property, a 
concert venue and campground, in 
September 2001. 

The Hilberry Symposium 
contlOued through Saturday, 
beginning with an address by professor 
Andy Mozina and continuing with 
several presentations by seniors in 
the English department. 

The biology department's 
Diebold Symposium began 
Thursday, May I", with the keynote 
address by Dr. Neil Shubin of the 
University of Chicago's Department 
of Organismal and Anatomy 
Biology. His address, "Finding Your 
Inner Fish," was supplementary 
to his recently published book, 
Your Inner Fish: A Journey into 
the 3.5-Billion-Year History of the 
Human Body. Shubin is renowned 
for havlOg co-discovered a missing 
link between the evolution of land
dwelling organisms from sea-bound 
ancestors, called Tiktaalik. 

The Diebold Symposium lasted 

through Saturday and included a 
series of SIP presentations and 
poster sessions by senior biology 
majors, 

Both the Diebold and Hilberry 
Symposiums are proud traditions of 
the respective departments, and bear 
the names of outstanding professors 
that have influenced their success, 
The Diebold Symposium is named 
for Dr. Frances Diebold, a prominent 
professor at the college for 44 years. 
The English department's Hilberry 
Symposium is dedicated to retired 
English professor and poet, Conrad 
Hilberry, who began the creative 
writing program here at K. 
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The Nurture of Artificial Nature: Sculptures Mimic Organic Subjects 
By ADAMHAMMOUDA 
StalfWriter 

Many may have noticed 
obscure sculptures popping up 
and disappearing around campus 
these past two weeks. 

For the most part. they 
simply engender a passing glance 
and perplexed afterthougbt, but 
for professor Sarab Lindley's 
students, these installations are no 
trivial matter. 

the mold depends on the complexity 
of the object being sculpted. 

[an Harbage K'IO, who 
sculpted a fish, only needed two 
pieces. After finding the perfect 
plastic fish at Lowe's, the next step 
was to make a plaster mold for his 
fish. 

could take 1.5 to two hours to 
complete. Depending on the 
complexity of any given sculpture 
as well as the drive for perfection 
of the artist, the net effort of any 
such installation can take anywhere 
from 5 hours - days of work. 

current piece is a 
mutated frog. 

Despite 
thiS sentiment, 
others of her 
classmates have 
managed to inject 
a sligbtly greater 
significance into 
their pieces, 
whether this is a 
goal at tlle outset 
of their projects or not. Student artists have created 

these sculptures througb the use 
of plaster molds to make shapes. 
Each piece of the mold is made 
by strategically pouring plaster 
around the desired shape of the 
mold. The number of pieces for 

After the mold is "complete," 
which is no easy task, the artist 
may desire to touch up the aesthetic 
features of the mold which did 
not ' come out as prominently as 
he or she may have hoped for in 
the original setting of the plaster. 
Sculpture after sculpture can be 
created by pouring hot wax into the 
mold. 

Any given part of the mold 

With the bulk of the work 
out of the way, the artist is finally 
free to actually think about the 
metaphysical significance of her or 
his piece. The theme these artists 
have used is artificial nature. The 
specific pieces are as varied as 
lan's fish to Abby Ahlberg K'IO's 
chicken talon, but ultimately the 
goal is primarily the development 
of artistic technique. At least that is 
so for Jenneva Scholz K' 10, whose 

Magi Pionk K'08 didn't plan 
for her fentale busts to come out 
of the mold as they did, but the 
result prompted a rather interesting 
display. It just so happened that 
the husts fit ideally at the base of 

a toilet bowl. Thus, when they 
were installed in the FAB Men's 
room, they gave quite a unique 
message (if only for a brief time 
before they were removed by the 
custodial staff). 

.. 

Active Minds' Opening Event 
Continued from page 1 

common mental ailments among 
the student body. 

Chapter leader Holly Gillis 
says that Active Minds wants to 
raise awareness and acceptance of 
issues besides anxiety, even though 
anxiety is the most common mental 
health danger among students. 
She says the group hopes to raise 
awareness for issues ranging from 
bipolar disorder to body image 
issues . 

Gillis also hopes this group 
will become more than a cluster 
of annoying paper prisms on our 
cafeteria tables . According to 
Gillis , Active Minds plans on 
staying on students lips more and 
more next year with such plans 
as Mental Health Mondays and 
participating in National Stress
Out Week. 

For now though, Gillis and 
co-leader Christine McAlpine, 
along with staff liason Pat Ponto, 
are focusing on making the event 
something to remember. Not only 
will the screaming relieve stress, 
but it should give the fledgling 

group quite the buzz about campus 
once the decibels start climbing. 

Students who want to 
participate, or even just watch, are 
more than welcome to join in -
having a psychological disorder, 
diagnosed or otherwise, is not a 
prerequisite. The event will take 
place on the quad at 4:00 P.M. 
Thursday, May 9tb, after classes 
have concluded so nobody will 
have any reason to complain when 
the quad sounds like the crowd 
at a Rolling Stones concert. And 
if screaming normally isn't your 
thing , hey, it's free ice cream on a 
spring day - what could be more 
relaxing? If you agree, then we 
will see you on the quad. (Be sure 
to give your vocal cords a good 
stretch beforehand.) 

(and ~t Sol'>1~ 

,.~ Cf'eL<n1, too) 

-ri?ursdo/, Mo/ 8th at 
</,p1'>1 on th~ quad 

Spring Fling 2008 
Continued from page 1 

offered Henna tattoos. 
The tables also lured hungry students 

with a wide variety of food options, 
including snow cones from the College 
Democrats and frosted cookies from the 
Sexual Health Awareness Group SAC 
also offered popcorn, candy, root beer 
floats, and a variety of other freebies 
for students. 

Even the President was spotted on 
campus enjoying the festivities , along 
with community members and other 
faculty. 

The afternoon was capped off by an 

outdoor barbeque hosted by Sodexho. 
The dinner was complete with an ice 
cream-filled kiddie pool, which raised 
some eyebrows. 

"The ice cream pool looked 
disgusting," said Andee Middleton 
K'lO. 

Sodexho General Manager Mark 
Watson assured everyone of the 
cleanliness of the pool. "It's just like 
taking food off of the buffet lines in the 
caf - no one was touching their utensils 
to the ice cream. It's a picnic!" he said. 

Overall, SAC members and students 
alike pronounced the event a success. 
"It's always a lot of fun," said Tyner. 

Activists Speak on Hunger 
Continued from page 1 

the standard of living for privileged 
classes. Barnhart claimed that attempts 
to raise developing countries and the 
working classes in America up to a 
middle class level are neither practical 
nor desirable. 

One solution he offered was 
CROP (Communities Responding to 
Overcome Poverty) Walks , where 
individuals collect pledges according 
to the distance they walk. Part of the 

money raised is donated to groups like 
the Kalamazoo Jr. Girls Organization, 
Ministry With Community, the YWCA 
Domestic Assault Program, and the 
Next Door and Open Door Shelters. 

Kalamazoo is not lacking in 
initiatives and opportunities to combat 
hunger and poverty. With a quarter 
of the city's population living under 
the poverty line (clear to any student 
who has walked off the college's 
cobblestones), here would be a great 
place to start. 
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Chapel Chat: What is Our Energy Worth? 
By KATIE WISE 
Srudent Chaplain 

There are allY types of 
kindness that people show 
each other as they move 
through their day and their 
life. Kindness can be as 
un-strainmg as the simple 
politeness of holding open 
a door for the next person 
to pass, or as emotional as 
being the shoulder to cry 
on for a friend that has just 
experienced a loss. Kindness 
is the giving of time and 
energy from one person to 
another, with the belief that 
the time and energy they 
give will spread, and that, 
when the time comes and 
they are in need, they too 
will receive such kindness. 
Being kind to others is easier 
when we know who they 
are. It is natural to comfort 

a friend whose life you are 
a part of; it takes very little 
energy to hold open one of 
the library's doors for another 
student or faculty member of 
this college. Being kind to 
people you may never see, 
who may never reciprocate 
or even thank you for your 
actions, takes a di fferent sort 
of outlook on the nature of 
giving and of kindness. 

There are many 
charities, non-profit and 
volunteer organizations in the 
United States, and our country 
is at the top when it comes 
to numbers of volunteers 
and organizations. In K's 
backyard, Building Blocks is 
preparing its annual round-up 
of student volunteers to fiK up 
houses all around the city. and 
the Campus Kitchen project is 
forming as a way to take the 

unwanted bulk food from other 
larger mstitutions and put it 
to use feeding the homeless. 
These volunteer groups, at K 
and throughout our country, 
take people's time and effort, 
with most of it going to those 
that the volunteers may not 
know well, or at all. So why 
put that much of oneself into 
a kindness that may never be 
reciprocated? It all has to do 
with connection. 

Volunteering leads to 
connections with those who 
are also working for the cause. 
It is one of the fastest ways to 
meet people who all have at 
least one thing in common, 
the cause they are working for 
and the tasks at hand, it is also 
a great way to reconnect on a 
different level with a friend or 
family member. Since I was 
ten, my mother and I spent 

every Earth Day out with a 
huge troop of volunteers from 
the organization Denver Digs 
Trees, planting at least half 
a dozen young trees in parks 
and on road sides. We'd talk 
to each other while we dug, 
planted, and watered, getting 
sunburned and covered in mud, 
but having a marvelous time. 
The day would always end 
with a picnic where we would 
talk to the other volunteers, 
many of them annual planters, 
about who had the worst dirt 
to dig through. The whole 
thing was exhausting, but 
incredibly fun. Working every 
Earth Day to plant trees, I felt 
incredibly connected; I had 
produced an act of kindness 
to my home city. 

Volunteering connects 
people to each other to create 
a kindness that is greater than 

what they can offer on an 
individual level. While the 
kindness from one person 
to another is very valuable 
for the two involved, when 
volunteering one is giving 
kindness to something bigger 
than oneself. By joining 
Building Blocks I will be 
able to, as the organizers 
always promote, "break 
the K bubble," and work 
to improve and feel more 
connected to Kalamazoo 
beyond the college. Joining 
Campus Kitchen would give 
me the knowledge that I am 
both preventing the waste of 
food and helping those who, 
for whatever reason. need 
help and compassion. To give 
kindness through volunteer 
work is to give kindness to 
the world, and that is worth 
all the energy one can give. 

From the CCD: Internship Myths Debunked 
By MORGAN LOCSEI 
Career Advisor 

The CCD fields all sorts of questions, 
including: What is an internship? How 
can I get an internship? Where can I 
find internships? These questions reflect 
students' understanding internships 
importance for gaining experience, but 
definite gaps in information regarding 
them. As a career advisor, I will debunk 
five internship myths and hopefully give 
you a better idea about finding, applying 
and securing an internsbip of your own. 

Myth #1: Just as with Externships, 
the CCD has an internship catalogue. 

Truth: There is not a catalogue; 
however, the CCD will help you look for 
internships by aiding you in narrowing 
down your interests, researching 
companies and organizations, and 
providing tips on how to contact 
organizations to express your interest in a 
position. There are lists of organizations 

that K students have interned with in 
the past, and sometimes individual 
departments on campus will keep a 
record of internships in which students 
have participated in the past as well as 
current opportunities in particular fields. 

Myth #2: Interning is pointless 
because I probably won't get paid. 

Truth: Although many internships 
are unpaid, orne are paid, and regardless, 
you are gaining invaluable experience 
and connections! The more experience 
you can get before you graduate, the 
more marketable you will appear. If 
you are interning in a field in which 
you are interested, you are developing 
connections that may payoff in the 
future. 

Myth #3: Internships are really rare 
and too competitive. It's easier just to 
work retail than to find an internship. 

Truth: There are literally millions 

of internships available! Many 
organizations' websites have a section 
dedicated to employment or a link to 
contact the organization. If you come 
across a place where you would like to 
intern but there is no opportunity listed, 
contact the organization first to see if 
there are any opportunities available, 
or send a blind resume and cover letter 
expressing your interest. There are 
also internship opportunities posted on 
K-Connect, the CCD's online database, 
which you can access directly from 
the CCD's website. Approach your 
professors about opportunities they may 
know about, visit other college's career 
center pages, and ask your friends and 
family. Additionally, the Internet is 
an amazing resource! The CCD has a 
handout of several helpful websites, so 
stop by! 

Myth #4: I'm willing to do anything 
as long as I can have an internship this 

summer, so that will make it easier for 
me to fmd an opportunity. 

Truth: The narrower your focus is 
as far as what you want to do or where 
you want to be, the easier it will be for 
you to search for an internship. Search by 
field of interest-think of companies or 
organizations that fit your interests and 
look into specific institutions or search 
by location. 

Myth #5: All I will do as an intern is 
make coffee and copies. 

Truth: Most employers realize 
that interns are potential full-time 
employees, so they treat them as such. 
Interns are usually given real jobs 
working with customers, collaborating 
on or creating projects, and other hands
on opportunities. 

If your questions remain unanswered 
or you'd just like to fmd out more, please 
come into the CCD! 
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Opinion: When Did Feminism Become a Bad Word? 
By ELIZABETH PORTER 
Contributor 

Returning from a six-month 
study abroad in Europe, when 
I arrived back at K with some 
newly gained outside perspective, 
I was surprised by my experience 
immersing back into the college 
community. Some things were 
familiar - the sound of a Biggby's 
soundtrack on repeat, the campus 
squirrels, and the mail hut ·all 
reminded me of my freshman and 
sophomore years, which now 
somehow seem very long ago. 
However, I also noticed some new 
things that stood in contrast to the 
Kalamazoo ColI~e I left a year ago 
- a community any junior returning 
from study abroad will tell you is at 
least in some ways a different place. 

My first week back, I was 
startled to find a trend that began 
last year or possibly even earlier, is 
now by my account in full bloom 
on K's campus: it seemed to me that 
everywhere I went, a discussion on 
"feminism" was raging. On the quad 
a group of students talked about 
Women in the Weight Room, about 

women faculty members, about my 
peers, and how they and specific 
groups were "feminist" or not 

The discourse of the word had 
taken on a new, harsher meaning, one 
that definitely connoted negativity 
and portrayed feminism as a concept 
to be mocked. In Biggby's one day 
I overheard a student complaining 
about a friend: "Ob, you know, 
she's a feminist though, so what 
can you expect?" The next day I 
watched, surrounded by a group of 
close friends as they all dogged the 
accusation of being a feminist: "Oh, 
no, I'm not I feminist!" or even "I'm 
a feminist, but not like that." The 
context revealed women seeking to 
defend themselves from what has 
become the equivalent of a curse 
word at K: feminism. 

While discussing my frustration 
over this issue with a male friend
an intelligent student, self-described 
as "socially conscious" - he 
laughingly told me, "Gosh, you're 
going to be the next Elman if you're 
not careful!" I know he meant it as 
a joke, but it was also intended to 
be an insult both to one of the best 

feminist thinkers and professors on 
this campus, and to me. Was what 
he said a threat? Was it meant as a 
warning? A warning that one day, I 
too might slip into the gaping abyss 
of feminism? I too, could become a 
big, bad, scary, Feminist? 

What sparked my desire to write 
this article, however, only came in 
the juxtaposition of my experiences 
on campus and at campus events 
this week. I'll let you ask your own 
questions: 

Thesday night, at a forum on 
Women and the Weight Room, a 
young male student seated with 
several of his athletic-looking male 
friends, raised his hand and asked 
some version of the following 
question: "Why would women 
actualJy ever feel threatened by 
men in the weight room? Why do 
women even need Women in the 
Weight Room?" A girl sitting next 
to me turned to her friend and said, 
"God, he is so right. Nothing even 
happens on our campus that would 
make anyone feel uncomfortable." 

Earlier that very week I had 
been lifting weights during open 

hours and was heckJed for being 
weak. These comments frustrated 
me- how can we be ignorant to the 
objectification that exists both within 
and outside K's borders? Shortly 
after the forum, I walked home 
and saw two of my classmates get 
catcalJed while crossing the street 
The same thing happened to me a 
few minutes later while crossing 
West Main. 

Thursday night, I went to 
Frelon. The hard work and talent 
that went into the show was evident. 
I enjoyed every instant of dance 
and the strong bodies of the mostly 
female cast that moved across the 
stage. Then, in the middle of one 
dance - an all-female number - a 
group of male students sitting next 
to me began to yell out things that 
might also have been heard inside 
any generic strip joint. 

Whistling, catcalling, yelling, 
and shouts of "Yeah, baby" 
intelTIJpted what may (or may not) 
have been intended as an artful 
dance. Either way, as the lights 
dimmed I felt embarrassed and I 
thought of the sheer irony of my 

experiences throughout the week. I 
especially thought about these things 
as they pertained to my observation 
about "feminism" at K from a post
study abroad perspective. 

I suppose that writing this 
article may cast me into the ''bad 
light" of what has now become a 
stigmatized group ... I am a feminist. 
I am embarrassed that at my college, 
I hear and experience things that 
objectify and diminish the integrity 
of women and women's bodies every 
day. Likewise, it is embarrassing that 
to be against this, and to vocalize an 
opinion against this, is something 
that is considered bad, intimidating, 
different, scary or __ (chose 
your own negative). 

Why are we so hostile to the 
idea of feminism? Why are women 
of my generation ashamed to admit 
they are feminists? Why is this 
negative discourse on feminism 
so prevalent on our campus - a 
campus that is congratulates itself 
for being socially progressive and 
a place that supposedly seeks to 
empower all groups? Why has 
feminism become a bad word at K? 

Opinion: Women in the Weight Room: A Feminist Definition 
By AMY BUER 
Conrributor 

I attended the "Women in the 
Weight Room" discussion and the 
arguments both sides produced were 
worth analyzing, but not very new and 
enlightening (to me anyway). However, 
what 1 did find very interesting were 
the characteristics that seemed to 
define the average woman according 
to "Women in the Weight Room" 
supporters. 

If you are a woman ... 
You must be intimidated by all men 

at all times, which prevents you from 
interacting with them. The larger they 
are the more intimidating you will find 
them, regardless of their personalities. 

You believe that men can't 
possibly understand how horrible it.is 

to be raped. 
You can't lift 45 pounds, but you 

k.now that all men can. 
You know that all men are large 

and can lift lots of weight and are never 
afraid of going to the weight room. 

You think that any man who opposes 
"Women in the Weight Room" is a male 
chauvinist. 

You are afraid/upset by people 
looking at you and cat calling you. 

If someone says something offensive 
to you, you should not have to stand up 
for yourself (When this was proposed 
as a possible reaction to harassment, a 
vast majority of the audience jeered) 

You can only try new things if no 
men are in the room, for fear oflooking 
stupid. 

You don't k.now how to use free 

weights, but you will stand In line for 
an hour to use an elliptical. 

You believe that accommodations 
should be made if you feel 
uncomfortable. 

You k.now that notable numbers of 
men harass women in the weight room. 
(However, in the last 15 months, no 
cases have been reported.) 

You know that when a man asks 
a woman for help, he wants help. But 
when a woman asks a man for help, she 
IS further affirming her submissive role 
in society. 

You have to be aware that you are 
personally oppressed, because you are 
a woman 

You understand that you will be a 
member of an oppressed group until 
- according to Karyn Boatwright -

2092. 
*If you do not let this oppression 

stand in your way, you are a "token," 
and all of your experiences are 
invalidated. 

I feel like these representations 
are utterly disgusting. and at the 
meeting they were accepted by the vast 
majority of the audience as normal 
and acceptable. I cannot believe that 
women are that weak, easily swayed, 
unable to stand up for themselves, and 
ignorant about the experiences of men. 
I just think it is horrendous that some 
people have chosen to let others dictate 
their actions, or that they are unable 
to succeed in situations that they find 
intimidating. I'm a woman, but I don't 
fit in any of these categories. You 
know what they say: 'Tokenism." 
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Cultural Awareness Troupe Presents Annual Performance 
By ALLISON DE]ONGHE 
Staff Writer 

The Cultural Awareness Troupe at 
Kalamazoo put on its annual performance 
entitled "Black Is ... " last weekend. 
Sponsored by the Black Student 
Organization, the performance centered 
on perceptions of being an African 
American in the Kalamazoo conununity 
and beyond. 

Memorable moments of this year's 
performance include the skit "Black is 
Never Giving Up" by Britnei Clark K'08, 
who delivered a powerful performance 
about the Jena 6 to the background music 
of "Strange Fruit" by Billie Holiday. 

Another skit about a campus tour 
gone awry called "Black is Expression" 
really entertained the crowd as actors Eric 
Aiken KIO, Kate Shrosbree K' 11, Jeft· 
Hollenbeck K' 11, and K1issa Jarrett K'IO 
cracked jokes on things like the College's 
diversity and even the cafeteria food. 

Impressi ve acapella performances by 
Tabitha Nichols K'IO (Lost and Found) 
and Jerrod Howlett K'09 (Don't Change) 
were featured in the show as well. 

The most exciting part of this 
weekend's show was the ending step 
number "Black is Unity, Beauty, Power," 
in which three different step teams 
representing unity, beauty, and power 
performed a faux competition that got the 
audience up and cheering. 

The CAT. show, which has been 
performed annually for 12 years, was 
directed by BSO president Britnei Clark 
along with Kat Muir andAJysia Robertson 
(all K'08). 

Photos/Komal Chughtai 

Members of CAT delivered powerful messages through 

song, dance, poetry, and dramatic interpretations. The 

show was completely student directed and produced. 

With only 38 days until graduation, The Index is putting together a special issue to celebrate your last four (or five ... ) years here 
at K. Please send us photos from some of your favorite memories from your college career, whether it's DOGL freshman year, 
a great study abroad experience, or just you and your friends hanging out on the ~ad. Please submit your photos to index@ 
kzoo.edu with the date, occasion, and names of all those who appear in each picture. Keep in mind that inappropriate entries 
will neither be printed nor appreciated. 

-

... 

.. 

-
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SKWIRRELS By JAMES SPICA 

Triathlon 
Sunday May, 18 

7:30 am at the Natatorium 

Open to team or individual competitors 

500 yard swim, 20k bike, 5k run 

Sign up by Thursday, May 8thl 

Sign-up fo rms are available at the cafeteria or at the library 

front desk, and may be turned in to the StuComm office (UL 

study room 210) or in the ballot box at the library front desk. 

"HONEY. QUIT THA r DIGGING 7HIS INSTANn WE HAVE COMPANY 
OVCRl" 

TED'S BRIEFS 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 
Sports Editor 

Men s Tennis Reaches 
Second Round. Falls 

The 27'h ranked 
Kalamazoo College men's 
tenOlS team lost 5-2 to 
Carnegie Mellon University 
last Saturday, May 3 in 
the second round of the 
NCAA III Tournament. The 
prevIOus day saw Kalamazoo 
beat up on sixth-seed Wilkes 
University in the opening 
round. 

Against Wi lkes, the 

Hornets won 5-0, with a 
sweep of the doubles matches. 
Even in the four unfinished 
matches, Kalamazoo held 
leads in every match. Senior 
Tim Hubbard helped clinch 
the victory with a 6-0. 6-1 
win at four-singles, and 
freshman Joshua Rinaldi won 
at six-singles 6-1, 6-0 

The next day, the Hornets 
played in the second round 
against Carnegie Mellon, 
the 14" ranked team in the 
country. The results were not 
as desirable, as they dropped 
the match 5-2. 

Though an 8-0 doubles 
victory for sophomore Patrick 
Boyd and senior Matt Wise 
helped bolster the score, a 
close loss at one-doubles for 
sophomore Jason Brown and 
Hubbard put the Hornets in 
the hole going into singles 
play. 

Brown was the only 
singles winner. taking one
singles in three sets 6-4, 
2-6, 6-2. That loss wraps up 
Kalamazoo's season with a 
14-9 record, against some 
stiff competition, which 
included matches against 

three top-10 teams. one eaIDed run. 
Game two went into 

Bats Go Quiet. Hornets Lose extra innings before Tri
State took it 3-2 In the ninth. 

The Kalamazoo College 
baseball team (12-16, 8-16 
M1AA) has been slumping 
recently, dropping fi ve 
straight games heading Into 
their final week of play The 
past four losses have been 
against Tri-State University, 
in a set of doubleheaders. 

The first games last 
Friday, May 2, saw the 
Hornets get shut out in a close 
2-0 game. They only managed 
two hits in the game even 
behind the adequate pitching 
of sophomore Ben Schroeder 
and junior Kyle Kilpatrick. 
Schroeder went four innings 
netting three strikeouts and 

The Hornets went into the 
ninth with the lead but gave 
up two runs in the ninth to 
lose it. Senior designated 
hitter Dan Barkley batted in 
the two rJns on two hits. 

The next seri6s against 
Tri-State at home on May 
4 did not end any better for 
the Hornets, losing 2-8 in 
game one and 0-7 111 game 
two. In the four-game series, 
Kalamazoo only managed 
four runs, to Tri-State's 20. 

The baseball team 
finishes up their season 
with a doubleheader against 
Calvin College today at 2:00 
P.M. 



·DOGG: A Chance To Give Back 
By LISA PHILLIPS 
News Editor 

This spring, members ofK College are 
celebrating the college's 175'" anniversary 
in a different way - by giving back. 

The Day of Gracious Giving 
(DOGG) will take place on Saturday, May 
17, where students, faculty anq staff will 
work on various projects throughout the 
greater Kalamazoo area. 

Thecollege'sAnniversaryCommittee 
created Day of Gracious Giving in order 
to celebrate K's continuing partnership 
with the city of Kalamazoo, according to 
Director of College Communications Jim 
Van Sweden, who is managing the event 

"We thought it would be neat if 
faculty and students could say thanks to 

Kalan18zoo after all these years," he said. 
Students and staff will work at 15 

separate sites throughout the city. Ten of 
these sites are community development 
projects with teams from the Building 
Blocks program, the product of a class at K 
that aims at improving property values in 
local residential areas. 

Office coordinator Deb Pattison is 
managing a project with Ministry with 
Community, where volunteers will help 
prepare and serve a midday meal to the 
homeless, mentally challenged, and hard-to
reach members of the community. 

"It's a gift to the staff: we're going to 
give these wonderful people a day off," she 
said. 

Students can also participate by clearing 

away debris at the Peace House, run by 
four Kalamazoo College a1wnni, on the 
east side of Kalamazoo. The refurbished 
space will be used to build a playground 
for children in the area. A similar clearing 
project is planned fur College Park, 
between Academy and Lovell, where 
students will help clear trash from a 
nearoy creek. 

Volunteers will also help host a 
Green Block Party, the culminating event 
of the Hoover Green Street Project. This 
project, headed by Anneka Goss K'IO, 
has been working to make the Hoover 
neighborhood as environmenta1ly
friendly as possible. K students will be 

Continued on page 5 

Weathers, Pattison Brighten Students' Days With Random Acts of Kindness 
By JILLIANMCLAUGHLIN 
Features Editor 

It all staned with leftovers. 
Marcie Weathers and Deb 

Pattison, support staff at K, had 
attended a meeting for which 
they decided to bring leftover 
brownies and coffee to Facilities 
Management to share with the 
workers. The two walked down 
the hill when they saw students 
that they knew and they gave 
them some of the treats. 

"We had quite a few 
browmes left and within 
moments, we didn't," said 
Pattison. 

The two noticed that, with 
their treats, students took the time 
to chat with others, smile, and 
enjoy a stress-free moment. They 
decided to continue random acts 
of kindness to spread the good. 
Now, two years later, the "Random 
Acts of Kindness" cart brings joy 
to students, as well as ice cream 
sandwiches. 

The first few hmes, Pattison 
and Weathers bought refreshments 
with their own money. Then, 
Weathers approached Paul 
Manstrom, the Director of 
Facilities Management, and asked 
ifhe would give them funding. He 

agreed. 
With funding and ice cream 

truck music they found on the 
Internet, Weathers and Pattison 
piek days when they were stressed 
and declare it a "random acts" 
day. 

"That's the whole point, it'll 
be random. It's whenever we feel 
someone needs a boost or a smile," 
said Weathers. 

"The intent of this is for the 
random act to be passed forward. 
We hope you'll pass It forward in 
some way," added Pattison. 

At first, students would see 
treats handed out and ask, "Is 

it free?" or "What do I have to 
doT Now, the cart is universally 
recognized by students. 

Faculty had approached them 
asking to incorporate other things, 
but it has remained about creating 
community and instilling good 
moods. 

"It's not to promote K, it's 
not to do anything. It's to have 
fun," said Weathers. 

Each time Weathers and 
Pattison hand out treats, they try to 
have 240-300 pieces. With students 
responding well, they see the 
need to provide a higher number 
of treats because they disappear 

usually within minutes. 
The two stress that they 

get the most enjoyment from 
extending kindness. 

"We're giggling like two
year-olds when it starts because 
we know it's going to be so 
much fun," said Pattison. "[t's 
exhilarating. Every time we 
do that,/ feel like we've set 
something in motion for that 
day." 

As I walked out of the 
interview, a student brought 
Pattison flowers and WIshed her 
a good day. A random act of 
kindness had been passed on. 
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Vame' Hdde Taylor 

Year: Sophomore 

Major:HDSR 

Win' did you clroose 
to be (/ HDSR lIIajor? 
[ started out thmking I 
would do Anthropology 
and Sociology, but [ 
found mysclf swaying 

more towards the Sociology and Psychology 
classes so HDSR seemed to be a better fit for me. 

What would you like to do ajieryou graduate? 
Jdeally [ would like to use my social skills to be a 
cruise director for a few years after I graduate. 

~ Do you plall to go abroadjlmior ),ear? Yes, to 
-,.....) Madrid, Spain 

a Why did you choose to study ahroad in Spain? 
Well, originally I wanted to go to London, but 

U I've taken five years of Spanish so [decided to 
put it to good use and speak the language. 

~ What are youlookingf~rward to about goillg 
~ abroad? Making more mtematlonai friends and 

V) 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 

just being away from K for a little bit. 

What are you most apprehensh'e about?1'm a 
little nelVOUS about the host family situations 
since I've heard good things and bad things about 
living with a family. Also, I'm not too crazy about 
the idea of not having a dryer for laundry. 

Where else are you planning on traveling? As of 
right now, Italy and Paris for New Years 

If you could have coffee with anyone dead or 
alive, wlro 'l'Ould it be and what would you talk 
about? Tom Brady and we would talk about our 

wedding plans. 

What are your plans for tire summer? I will be training for 
a ballroom dancing showcase; I will be doing the cha cha. 

What are any currellt activities you are inl'Olved ill at K? 
World Night 

What are you doing in World Night? I choreographed the 
merengue dance. 

What is your biggest pet peeve? Bad drivers! 

-Alexa Lindsay K '08 
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When Walls Have Ears 
By MARY CORCORAN 
Staff Writer 

Almost Constructive Criticism 

Beer Pong Player to Partner: 
What?? Are you longsighted? 
--Heard by Peoplewatcher at a 
party. 

Tough Argument 

"Okay, name a famous 
carpenter other than Jesus." 
--Heard by anonymous in 
Trowbridge Irallway. 

Must Be a Bio Major 

"Worm farms are actually 
really fun." 
--Heard by anonymous in 
Trowbridge lounge. 

How different? 

Student to study group: We 
all have different Moms, but the 
same Dad ... he 's from Arkansas, 

it's different down there. 
--Heard by tired sellior at tire 
library. 

What Separates Us From 
the Animals 

"Yeah, but babies are ugly 
and stupid. Puppies are cute and 
awesome." 
--Heard by Undercover Reporter 
at Fantastic Female Football 
game. 

Oh Paris Would be Proud 

Girl 1: Look, that guy has a 
tambourine around his neck. 

Girl 2: That's hot. 
--Heard by anonymous at Hoben 
Concert. 

Pleading the what? 

Guy to group: "Its something 
learned while I was in my 

medieval stage!" 
--Heard by ArtMonster in the co! 

Submit Your Quotes! 
index@kzoo.edu 

THE I)\;OEX 
£':e(Util~ Edittm 

Jessica Bard 
Katie Coaster 

Nora Seilheimer 

Editt»i.tl St".!! 
Lisa Phillip~ Ntws Eddor 

Jillian McLaughlm, Ffalurts Editur 
Ted Magdziruki, SJ>I»1J Editur 

Sara Whalen, Art Editur 

Komal Chughtai, Pbotography Editur 
TJ. Kosinski, Utyoul Eddor 
Mary Corcoran. Copy Eddor 

The Index encourages reader response 
in the form oflettcrs to the editor. The Index 
reserves the right to edit for clarity. length. 
grammar and libld. Also reserved is the right 
to not print letters to the editor or to prim 
them in their entirety. Signed letters arc pre
ferred. but unSigned lenets dealing with sen
sitive issues will be accepted and printed at 
the discretion of the Ediforial Board. 

letters should be submitted via e-mail 
by midnight on the Sunday before the issue In 

which they arc to appear. Please contact The 
Index with any further issues or inquiries. 
Please keep letters to 300 words or fewer. 

The Index malcc:s no endorsement of the 
pointS of view and opinions expressed in ar
ticles or letters appearing within its pagu. All 
opinions are the work of the authors. 

ConllICt Us 
1200 Academy SO'ee{ 

Kalamazoo, Michigan 49006 
index@kzoo.edu 

Photo 
of the 
Week 

Photo/Komal Chughtai K'10 



ON THE QUAD I The Index, May 15, 2008 3 

Scarber Presents Poetry SIP "Freniors" Win Fantastic Female Football 
By WILLIAM CHEATHAM 
Staff Writer 

"I have walked the streets as 
old as a declaration in which the 
blood of independence gave birth 
to a nation ... " wrote Brandon 
Searber K'08 in his poem "Walking 
Home." In the second grade, Scarber 
discovered a "secret passion" for 
poetry. Growing up in Detroit, 
Scarber honed his talent throughout 
high school and during his time 
at K culminating in a poetry SIP 
about Detroit. 'The Life and Times 
of Brandon Searber" highlighted 
Scarber's experience in Detroit, 
intelWoven with video, personal 
interviews, and the recitation of 
poetry. 

'The Life and Tunes of 
Brandon Scarber" emphasizes 
struggle but also fulfi lIment from 
his backgmund Rising from 
parental neglect, drug addiction 
and gang violence, Scarber tackled 
the challenges in stride. During his 
time at K. he worked three jobs to 
support his fami Iy in Detroit and to 
provide for his daughter, Nailah, who 
celebrates her first birthday today. 
Already he has put money away for 
her coUege fund 

Balancing his roles as a parent 
and a student, Scarber said he 
matured into the person he i now. 
He treats life as an opportunity. 

He believes that "if you have 
a breath of air to wake up each day, 
then you have to have that drive to do 
something great eacb day." He said, 
"If I could be better every day, then 
I'm bappy -everything God blessed 
me with I use to my advantage to 
move myself to the next plateau." 

Next, Scarbcr looks to get 
publisbed in national magazines, 
and to participate in poetry clubs in 
Detroit. 

Last summer, he worked 
with DTE Energy completing an 
accounting internship, and wrote 
30 or 40 poems at night. With his 
accounting skills in high demand, he 
plans to balance work and writing in 
the future. Currently, Scarbcr handles 
business transactions for the record 
label he manages with fiiends from 
home called "Black Guvernment." 

Professor Di Suess, who served 
as a mentor during the development 
of his SIP, praised Scarber for his 
diligence and passion in putting 
together his coUection of inspiring 
poems that demonstrate the life of a 
man exceeding in every one of the 
demanding roles which he fiUs: a 
student, a brother, a provider, and a 
father. At his SIP presentation she 
read his favorite poem, Langston 
Hughes '/,100, SillgAmerica, through 
which Hughes demonstrates the 
struggle of a black man to be heard 

By ROBYN MCBRIDE 
Staff Writer 

The Fantastic Female 
Football squad kicked off 
their annual game this 
past Saturday with lots of 
sunshine, lots of fans, and 
of course, lots of tackling. 

Though the game 
was set up the same as in 
past years, tbe Athletic 
Leadership Council (ALC) 
changed the name of the 
contest this year from 
"Powderpuff' to "Fantastic 
Female Football." 

"The idea behind the 
name change is that the word 
'powderpuff' represents a 
make-up applicator, which 
is seen as fluffy, girly and 
non-athletic," said Sarah 
Arnosky K '09, president of 
ALC. "There were a couple 
people interested in changing 
the name, which we did to 
include more people and to 
be less derogatory to us as 
females." 

Both teams managed 
to show up the old name, 
proving to be much more 
than .powder puffs as they 
enjoyed a wcll-fought battle 
between classes. 

The "FrenlOrs," a team of 
first-years and seniors led by 
coaches Randy Rzeznik K '08 
and Blake MacDonald K '08, 
faced off against the "Tight 
Ends," a team of sophomores 
and juniors led by coaches 
Shane Nolan K'09 and Ryan 
Carrigan K '09. 

Though the "Freniors" 
outnumbered the "Tight Ends," 
the sophomores and juniors 
still came ready to play. Sarah 
Arnosky, Corydon Graves and 
Maegan Connochie, all K '09, 
provided some great plays 
throughout the game. 

Arnosky made some 
serious headway on tbe field, 
while Graves and Connochie 
provided the team with some 
great tackles. Quarterback 
Natalie Schneider K' I 0 
completed passes to both 
Graves and Stephanie Jones 
K '09, among others. 

On the "Freniors" side, 
Eva Schmidt K' II and Chelsea 
Smith K'II dominated the 
field, both scoring touchdowns 
and leading the team with 
yards gained. Michelle Maiuri 
K'II and Bridgett Blough 
K '08 both received some 
outstanding passes, with 

Blough catching one over an 
opponent's head and Maiuri 
diving for a catch, which was 
not counted by the referees. 
Sentors Meryl Stout, Alexa 
Lindsay and Aubrey Parker 
provided the team with some 
essential game play in the 
last minutes, while helped 
lead the "Freniors" to a 21-
14 victory. 

Coach Rzeznik was proud 
of his team's play. "There 
was a lot of great teamwork 
and good communication," 
he said. "Everyone was 
dedicated and came to every 
practice. They gave 100% 
and had fun doing it." 

Even with the loss, 
Coach Nolan has positive 
thoughts. "It was a learning 
experience for both sides, 
the players and the coaches. 
I'm upset that we lost, but it 
was sti II a good game." he 
said. 

"Tight Ends" player 
Graves agreed. 

"We all pullcd together 
and everyone got to play," 
she said. "We didn't bave 
the same number of peoplc 
as the other team. but it was 
still a well-rounded game." 

Music Review: The Slip by Nine Inch Nails 
By JOSEPH SCHAFER 
Staff Writer 

Let's cut to the point the computer is, in this 
day and age, the fourth necessary instrument of the 
modem band aftcrthe holy trinity of guitar, drums, 

and bass. Digitization has pcnneated every aspect 
of music from production (or do you really think 
that lovely wann garage rock sound Jack White 
loves is made purely by amplification? Surely, 
dear reader, you're not that naive) to distnbution. 
For twenty years Nine Inch Nails has been 
mastering that production hal( and now, Trent 
Reznor (NlN's only real member) bas mastered 
the second. 

The Slip is NIN's seventh full-length, and 
yes, it is only available from their official webpage 
100"10 free, which makes reviewing the dam 

thing a bit of a conundrum. For one, criticizing 
free music is like criticizing Halloween candy: if 
you don't like it don't eat it, it's not like you gave 
anything up to get it For two, it's nearly impossible 
to think about The Slip without thinking about that 
other free album, Radiohead's /11 RaillboK~. 

Both albums essentiaUy make the same 
sounds all the respective band's other albums 
made. Both are also a bit short, another moot 

criticism for something free. In general, if you like 
twisted electronica you 'u prefer 7112 Slip, and if you 
prefer elevator music you'U prefer /n Rainbows, 
but there's no excuse not to downIood both. 

NIN's always been a band squarely focused 
on the album as a cohesive whole, something 
they really perfected on last year's Year Zero (still, 
for my money, their tJest album), which makes 

71,e Slip a bit fiustrating because it's basically a 
collection of radio length singles in no particular 
order. Fortunately for Iistcnen;, they're all 
reminders of just how good Reznor is at cranking 
out good hooks and catchy choruses. 

Every single has a groovy rock vibe, at 
times echoing recent efforts by Muse. They range 
from fast thmshers like "Letting You" to the more 
contemplative "Echoplex" and a1bunl standout 
"Lights in tlle Sky," an above average piano 
ballad from a group known for them Still the best 
cut here may be lead single "Discipline," a rockI 
industriaVdiscoc~that'ssuretohave~ 
cranking the Soulja Boy dance with ignorant glee 
when NIN headlines LoUapalooza this summer. 
Everything else is strong. but not outstanding. 

Therein lies the crux of the album: while it's 

strong the whole way through, it's sorely wanting 
for high points and would-be classic songs. 
"Discipline" is great but it's no "Closer (to God)," 
and "Lights in the Sky" will never be "Hurt," try 
thought it might 

Stil~ one gets the impression that this is not 

an album for critics. The Slip will not make a NIN 
fan out of anybody who does not already love 
them. This CD is an in joke, a gift, a thank you 
to Reznor's funs for their patience with his recent 
experiments, even if some of said experiments 
(read: Year ZelO) eclipse it Who am I to look a gift 
horse in the mouth? 

If you already get the joke, sit back and 
enjoy, even if you already know the punchline; it's 
everyone else whom Reznor has given the slip, in 
a sense. 
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Day of Gracious Living: History of a K College Holiday 
By ELENA BROOKS 
Contributor 

Day of Gracious Living, 
unique to Kalamazoo College, 
always brings joy to first-years 
through sen ion; as it invites them 
to take a day off from their busy 
schedules of classes. homework 
and meetings. and allows them 
to relax on the beach But where 
did this grand tradition come 
from? There are many rumors 
surrounding the ritual's origin. 
so let's take a look back at how 
it really started. 

1974, when the administration 
cancelled classes for a day and 
declared a "Day of Gracious 
Living" for the College. Students 
jumped into their cars and headed 
to the beaches of South Haven 
to enjoy some fun in the sun. 
After this first Day of Gracious 
Livmg was introduced. the 
administration decided to keep It 
up. despite the idea being mitially 
rejected by the Kalamazoo 
College Student Commission. 
Every year on a Wednesday 
between seventh and ninth week 
of spring quarter, students and 

faculty alike enjoyed a day of 
mandated relaxation. While some 
professors complained about the 
disruption to their courses, the 
general consensus was positive, 
most agreeing that the break was 
a welcome interruption. 

fifty million dollars worth of 
damage done to the city itself 
and only minor damage done to 
K's campus, students decided to 
give up their day of pleasure in 
favor of helping with recovery 
efforts. 

gratitude of the residents of 
Kalamazoo. 

Today, the Student 
Commission President decides 
when the much-anticipated Day 
will be each ar and students 
spend it in ariety of ways, 
most heading to the beach on 
the Kalamazoo College charter 
bus that makes trips back and 
forth from campus all day. So, 
as we approach that glorious 
day of opportunity to rest and 
revive. we can all reflect on the 
varied history of this special 
Kalamazoo College holiday. It all began on May 13, 

On May 13 of 1980. the 
meaning of Day of Gracious 
Living changed when a 
massive tornado came through 
Kalamazoo. traveling almost 
directly down West Main Street. 
The twister destroyed many 
houses. cars and businesses and 
killed several people. With over 

Students formed groups 
and walked around the local 
community, helping residents and 
businesses clean up debris and 
repair damage. This particular 
Day of Gracious Living was spent 
helping the local community 
rather than selfishly relaxing, 
much to the appreciation and 

COUNSEL'N~ CO~NE~ The Story Behind a Familiar Face 
By ADRIANA FOX 
Counseling Center Intern 

Students at K College have plenty of 
opportunities to establish cross-cultural 
relationships during study abroad 
programs, as well as while interacting 
with the international student population, 
part of Kalamazoo's exchange program 
every year. 

But how do people from other 
cultures view romantic relationships? As 
an international graduate student myself 
and a counselor who has worked with 
numerous students from other countries, 
I've learned about some key differences 
in dating rituals in the US and courtship/ 
dating in other cultures. I know these 
differences represent generalizations, 
but I believe they are accurate enough 
to provide K students with some helpful 
guidelines. 

Generally, in the US, relationships 
seem to be filter~d through a more 
individualistic lens, and are viewed as 
contributors to one's identity and life 
experience. Practicality (i.e., geographic 
proximity and age) appears to be a 
central concern in determining whether 
or not one will invest in a relationship, or 
the seriousness of the relationship. One 
may have multiple dating partners at 
once (i.e., casual dating). Commitment 
to one dating partner may grow in time, 
as the relationship progresses. 

In contrast, international students 
often approach relationships from a 
more idealistic perspective. A kiss may 
be understood as a sign of commitment to 
the relationship, marKed by exclusivity 
and the implied understanding that the 
two are now a couple. Even though 
practicality may be considered, it is 
often not central to determining the 
course of the relationship; the belief that 
"love conquers all," even the longest 
distances, may very well characterize 
international students' approach to 
romantic relationships. That is why 
the concept of "friends with benefits" 
is often foreign to students from other 
cultures, leaving them confused and 
hurt when faced with this possibility. 

If you are traveling abroad or are 
interested in a relationship with an 
international student at K, consider 
the following tips: First, be honest 
about your expectations. 'f you want 
a short-lived relationship, make that 
clear from the beginning. Second, do 
your homework and learn about the 
culture, from movies, readings, and 
people who have first-hand experience 
with that culture, including your dating 
partner. Last, if you are interested in a 
cross-cultural dating relationship, take 
some risks. Many rich experiences and 
understandings can come from such a 
connection. 

By TONI SKAUCAN 
Staff Writer 

Interesting pepple lurk in every comer 
of Kalamazoo College, and Assistant 
Director of the Bookstore Jennifer Philipps 
is no exception. 

Her quiet demeanor and bright orange 
"Kalamazoo College Bookstore" polo help 
her blend into a Hornet-themed background. 
As she rings up K College merchandise, 
one purchase after another, her pale blue 
eyes scan the store. She's seen and done a 
lot throughout the twists and turns oflife. 

Just a short conversation with Phillips 
reveals that she is full of much of the sanle 
curiosity and spunk that characterizes the 
student body at K College, and that makes 
sense. 

Philipps was once a K College student 
herself. She enrolled in 1976 as a history 
major, art history minor. 

"Billie Fischer is responsible for my 
interest in art history," she admitted. She 
also conceded that she was "afraid" to get 
involved in student organizations, because 
even then, "there was so much studying." 

However, Philipps was not a complete 
bookworm. Kalamazoo College was on a 
year-round schedule, and during winter 
quarter of her sophomore year, at the age 
of 19, she backpacked through Europe-not 
as part of a study abroad package, but just 
simply as something that she had wanted 
to do. 

When asked her exact motivation for 
going, she credited peer pressure. "Because 

my friends were doing it," she said. 
'" went on two dollars a day--slept on 

park benches and stuff." she said casually. 
"Well, Spain was a little closer to 50 cents 
a day, and it was little more [than two 
dollars] in France." 

After returning to K, she real ized that 
she would have to transfer due to family 
issues. "K was very expensive, although 
nothing compared to what it is now," she 
said. She finished out her history major at 
Western Michigan University. 

Between college and her life today, 
she's seen and done a lot. She's been a 
banker, an insurance agent, an adoption 
caseworker, a restalln\l1t entrepreneur, and 
most importantly, a mother. She adores her 
18-year-old son, whom she said currently 
suffers from "terminal senioritis." 

"Because , have too many interests, 
I tend to over commit myself," she said, 
offering a clear indicator of her K College 
roots. "Usually , work 2 or 3 jobs at 
once." 

Today, aside from her job in the 
bookstore, Philipps sells Mary Kay beauty 
products, does part-time bookkeeping 
for an Italian wine importer, and plays 
keyboard services twice per week at her 
church. 

Her ideal job? "Hell, , don't know. 
\'d be a rockstar," she said with a laugh. 
More seriously, she explained "A traveling 
musician in a band. There are a lot more 
places I want to go and a lot more things' 
want to leam." 
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Who Do We Appreciate? 
Students Take a Study Break to Say Thank You 
Compiled by KATIE COASTER & NORA SEILHEIMER 
Executive Editors 

"I think back to winter quarter of sophomore year, when I 
took Jazz class with Professor Tom Evans, and I would like 
to thank him for changing my image of school as laborious 
and one-dimensional and for fostering a greater appreciation 
in me for every genre of music." 
Suzy Boyce K'08 

"I would like to thank Malcolm X for civil rights, and 
Abrallam Lincoln for freeing the slaves." 
Eric Aiken K' I 0 

"Becky McLaughlin (K' II) for being there for me always." 
Alix Reynolds K' II 

"My grandma for being an inspirational woman even though 
J never got a chance to know her." 
Meagan Gilbert K'08 

"Ethan Rosenblatt (K'09) for buying me Van Halen tickets 
today for my 21 st birthday." 
Matt Gumbleton K '09 

"My brothers. I've never thanked them for always being 
there for me whenever I needed to talk -. it's just kind of 
expected." 
Torn Bergman K'08 

"Virginia Wool fe, because she revolutionized the modem 
woman." 
Mans Cohen K' II 

"My grandma. When 1 was a little kid she took care of 
me a lot, and J don't think I appreciated her enough, 
especially now." 
David Hsi K' 10 

"My high school tennis coach. When I first started, he 
was the only one who thought I was good so he was the 
only reason I stayed in the program, and then when I got 
better than everyone else they were like, 'Oh,' and kicked 
themselves. " 
Becky Thomson K'09 

"My grandpa. He's been mftuential in my life, and we 
used to playa lot of golf together." 
Billy Weir K' 11 

"I would like to thank Professor Tim Moffitt for beating 
the crap out of me in class (not literally) because in the 
real world, people are even harder on you, and if he 
wasn't like that, we wouJd fail outside of the college 
environment." 
Matt Remsen K' 1 0 

"I want to thank karma, because it's fair. Shit happens." 
Emily Thomas K'08 

Day of Gracious Giving Aims to Build Community 
Continued from page 1 

stationed at information booths, 
helping serve food, organizing 
outdoor garnes, and generaUy having 
a good time with the residents, said 
Goss. 

At the end of the day, all 

volunteers are invited to a city-wide 
outdoor picnic at 5 P.M. in College 
Park to celebrate all the hard work, 
said Van Sweden. 

He hopes to see this tum into ar. 
annual event, paraJleling the ever
popular Day of Gracious Living, 
where classes are cancelled for a 

day during Spring Quarter. 
"Projects like these develop the 

sense that you're part of something 
greater than this school," he said 

Pattison also emphasized the 
importance of participating in the 
greater Kalamazoo area 

"It's so important and 

rewarding to get out into your 
community and realize what's it's 
about Ministry' with Community 
is only a mile away and it couJdn't 
be more different than campus," she 
said 

VanSweden urged students to 
get involved 

"To have students thinking 
about and participating in issues 
larger than themselves sets K apart 
If you have an opportunity to give 
us a hand, please do," he said. 

Students can volunteer 
by contacting Van Sweden at 
jvsweden@kzoo.edu. 
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Angels In America 
Part One: Millenium Approaches 

May IS-May 17 at 8 pm and May 18 at 2 pm 
in Nelda K. Balch Playhouse 

Get tickets at www.kzoo.edu/theatre 
Photos/Michelle Swonder 

~~AAsd Night 2008 
Photos/Komal Chughtai 

Friday, May 16 at 8 pm 
LAC I Dalton Theatre 

Staff Writer 

World Night, an annual, multIculruraJ 
dance production hosted by the International 
Student Organization (ISO) brings Michael 
Jackson's "Thriller" and a fucuJty fashion 
show to the s1age tillS year. 

International students choreographed 
dances and recruited odler students to be a part 
of tile performance. This year, there are also 
a few dances choreographed by American 

students along with some dances from the 
collllmmity. 

The addition of ''Thriller:' choreographt.-d 
by Jamie Stunn K·IO. IS significant because it 
represents dle first American dance in dle drree 
years World Night has been perfonned. 

'"We focus on tile world, which is good, but 
dle United States is part of !be world too and I 
fell we should represent everyone," said Sturm. 

The faculty fashion show, also new, was 
fonned when members of World Night asked 

\ 

fuculty members If they had any native dress or 
if they'd been abroad and would like to show it 
off to dle students. It will feature Patrik Hultberg 
of EconomICS and his children, along widl 
Shreena Gandhi of ReligIOn, Jessie WagIJer 
from the Center for Career Developmt.'Ilt, 
Matthew Benoit of Biology, and other.;. 

"We thought it was a fun and educational 
way to involve the teacher.; widl tile students," 
Sturm said. 

There is a total of 15 dances, not including 

tile fushion show. featurmg 50-60 dancer.; 

and a W1de range of cultures. Each dance will 
be accompanied by a slide with pictures and 
infonnation on the dance to gIve dle audience 
a sense of background. 

Stunn calls World Night a culruraJly eye
opming experience for those involved. 

"I hadn'l done a s1ep of l;8isa in my 
entire life, but now l'm really into it," he 
said. "It's definitely a whole new door of 
opportunities." 
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TED'S BRIEFS 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 
SpomEditor 

IlIdil'idlial HOllors Highlight End of 
Season 

The Kalamazoo College men's 
baseball team (12-20, 8-20 MIAA) 
finished their season last Friday. May 
9 with a doubleheader loss to Calvin 
College. The Hornets ended their 
season with nine straight losses, tbe 
last four to league-champ Calvin, but 
some individual accolades softened 
the blow. 

Junior catcher Ryan Benjamin 
was selected as the All-MIAA First 
Team catcher. Benjamm hit .337 in 
MIAA play with 39 hits. He tied for 
fourth III RBis with 26 to go along 
with three home runs and two triples. 
In position, Benjamin threw out a 
league-high 36 percent of runners 

trying to steal base. 
Sophomore pitcher and infielder 

Brandon Luczak was selected as the 
All-MIAA Second Team Designatcd 
Hitter/Utility Hitter Luczak batted 
.324 III league play with 24 hits and 
12 RBIs. As a pitcher, he finished the 
season with four complete games in 
seven starts. He finished 2-5 with 
two saves and a 4.74 ERA in league 
play. 

Luczak was also selected to the 
2008 ESPN The MagaZine Academic 
All-District IV baseball ;econd team, 
along with sophomore Larry Briski. 
Briski hit .306 with 22 hits and 15 
RBIs . 

To wrap up the season, the 
Hornets only managed to score 13 
runs in their final nme games, all 
losses. That dropped them into last 
place in the MIAA, in a tie with Alma 
College in conference play. 

Pests and Plagues: 
A symposium on insect-borne diseases and related issues 

Featuring Kalamazoo College Alumnus Bruce Benton, '64 with 

his keynote address Defeating Riverblindness in Africa, as well 
as presentations by Kalamazoo College Students 

Friday, May 16th at 4pm in Dewing 103 

Free Food and LAC event 

Hey Seniors! 
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SCREAMI 
Photos/Komal Chughtai 

With only 31 days until graduation, The Index is putting together a special issue to celebrate your last four (or five ... ) years here 
at K. Please send us photos from some of your favorite memories from your college career, whether it's DOGL freshman year, 
a great study abroad experience, or just you and your friends hanging out on the ~ad. Please submit your photos to index@ 
kzoo.edu with the date, occasion, and names of all those who appear in each picture. Keep in mind that inappropriate entries 
will neither be printed nor appreciated. 

• 

.... 
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Red Wings Make It Look Easy 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 
Sports Editor 

The Detroit Red Wings are just making it 
look sick. They are on the verge of making it to 
the Western Conference Finals for the second 
strnight year, with more momentum than they 
could have imagined. Strangely enough, for a 
team that won the President's CUp, the media 
has allowed them to fly somewhat under the 
radar. 

Make no mistake, this team has been 
dominating these playoffS after struggling in the 
opening round. They have been shooting tights
out as a team and Chris Osgood's resurgence 
behind the crease bas allowed them to pad their 
stats. Only three players on the playoffS roster 
have a negative plus-minus statistic. 

That means all the lines are shooting 
well and keeping Osgood clear to keep the 
net empty. After the Wings benched Dominik 
Hasek (who is 43) after the opening round, 
Osgood has gone 9-0 with a Goa\s Against 
Average of 1.47. 

Because of such imposing play on both 
sides of the puck, the Red Wings blanked the 
Colorado Avalanche 4-0 in the second round, 
and are up 3-0 on the hapless Dallas Stars. If 
anything, the Stars made it easier on the Red 
Wings, eliminating theAnabeim Ducks and the 

San Jose Sharks, the fonner of which has been 
a thorn in Detroit's side in the playoffS. 

This far into an article, and I barely 
have mentioned the phenomenal offensive 
powerhouse that is Joban Franzen. In just II 
games, he has 12 goals and three assists. Those 
playoff stats are the best in that category since 
Joe Sakic in 1996 had the same stats. We haven't 
seen offensive play like that in over a decade. 
It's a sh3!De Franzen has been out the past two 
games with concussion-like symptoms. 

It's not as if they need him, however, as 
tlley should be able to close out the series in 
four and give him some recovery time. The 
likely opponent in the Stanley CUp Finals, 
the Pittsburgh Penguins, are also up 3-0 over 
Philadelphia 

Will that really matter, though, with the 
depth of the Wings? They lost a few free-agents 
in the off-season, notably Todd Bertuzzi and 
Robert Lang, but picked up defenseman Bnan 
Rafalski to shore up the defensive shifts. 

On first glance, this team isn't getting 
any younger, especially in front of the crease, 
but upstart hotshots like Franzen, Henrik 
Zctterberg, and Pavel Oatsyuk ensure the team 
can rebuild from within year after year. 

Here's hoping Detroit sports keep getting 
better. 

SPORTS I The Index, May 15,2008 

Detroit Pistons Advance iIi Five Over Orlando Magic 
By TED MAGDZINSKI 
Sports Editor 

Not many could have seen this 
one coming (except maybe Robyn 
McBride). Even in five games, with 
leader OmwlCCY Billups out with a 
hamstring injwy, the Detroit Pistons 
managed to put away the Orlando 
Magic with efficiency. This after 
Dwight Howard emerged as one 
of the top big men in the league and 
had a phenomenal first round against 
Toronto. This after Jameer Nelson 
guaranteed a victory at the Palace. 
And it was this easy? 

Granted, these last two games 
were fur from blowouts. The Pistons 
only won by a point in Game Four, 
but that was in Orlando, and they 
carne from behind in the fourth 
quarter in Grune Five to win by five. 
Amazingly, in those last two games, 
Detroit limited Howard to eight and 

14 points, respectively. In most of his 
statistical categories, he had a worse 
series in comparison to the season as 
a whole, where he averaged just over 
20 points per game and 14 rebounds 
per game. 

Jason Maxiell,Antonio McDyess 
and whoever else could get a body on 
Howard pounded and doubl!>-tearned 
him throughout the series, forcing the 
other Magic to beat them. Save for 
one blowOlU game where long-range 
shooter Rashard Lewis lit up the nets 
for 33 points, they could not do it 

And fortberecord,Jameer Nelson 
looks like a fool for guaranteeing a 
win. Rip Hamilton made sure oftbat 
going for 3 I points with 16-I 6 on free 
throws. Kudos to reserve Rodney 
Stuckey for filling in effectively for 
Chauncey in these two games. 

Did anybody see Tayshaun 
Prince stuff T wkoglu 's layup to seal 

the win? Sadistic. While it may not 
have been as significant as his block 
in 2004 of Reggie Miller to tum that 
series (and essentially propel dletn to a 
championship), it was just as pretty. 

This just shows the depth the 
Pistons have on the cowt. Their foe 
in the Eastem Conference Finals (the 
Pistons' sixth consecutive appearance) 
will have trouble with that fact. 

They will ~ther play the Lebron 
James-led Cleveland Cavaliers or the 
Boston Celties with the Big Three. 
Pick your poison, Detroit 

Keep in mind, Lebron nearly 
smgle-handedly took the Cavs back 
from a 2-0 deficit to win four straight 
and close out the series. That series 
was a real heartbreaker and let's hope 
the Pistons have learned from their 
mistakes. 

Granted, Lebron has struggled 
with his jump shot all playoffS long, 

and the rest of the team is keeping 
them in it With the series tied 2-2, 
the Cavs have come back and sent 
the series back to Boston, where the 
Celties dominate. 

The Celties, however, CANNOT 
win on the road in the playoffs. They 
let the first round go to seven ganlCS 
because they just stink away from 
horne, and this series is shaping up the 
same way. I f they don't lock that up, 
the Pistons will find a way to win in 
Boston. 

Detroit won the season series 
against Cleveland 3-1, and lost the 
season series to Boston 2-1. But these 
Celties are hardly the same team that 
led the league in wins after a huge 
tunwound season wiOI off-season 
acquisitions. 

He is not as much of a defensive 
presenoe in this series, and the Celties 
as a wbole have more trouble with 

teams without a definite superstar 
(even though the Pistons have 
a revolving-star system). When 
multiple players can attack the baske~ 
that's when the Cclties sbuggle, 
and this is what is happening when 
Gibson and Anderson Varejao hit 
their shots. I'm still not convinced 
that Big Ben Wallace fits well enough 
into their systenl to help get them 
into the playoffS with his poor point 
contnbutions. 

The best thing for the Pistons 
would be for this series to get to 
seven games, giving them a week 
off Obviously, that would allow 
Chauncey to get back to full strength 
for what's sure to be as good of a 
series as previous Eastem Conference 
Finals against the Miami Heat When 
Dwyane Wade was still .. . Dwyane 
Wade. That was when Shaq was ... 
well; I've always hated Shag. 



StuComm Hosts 19th Annual Triathlon 
Event challenges alumni, students and professors . 
By JESSICA R. MAAS 
Staff Writer 

Stephallie Jones K'09 was the first 
person to cross the finish line in this 
year's Triathlon, but she was not the 
winner. 

The team of Craig Fleming 
K'l1, Willam Cherup K'08, and Eric 
Wohlford K'08 finished with the best 
overall time of 1:07.25 and were the 
winners of the Men's Team category 
in the eight heat event on Sunday 
morning. 

"I'm really proud of my team," 
said Cherup. "Eric and I took first last 
year with a different swimmer, and 

we didn't really know Craig until this 
weekend. I think we all did the best we 
could which worked agam this year." 

Andrew Bacyi K'07 won the Men's 
Individual with a time of 1·09.18, and 
Barret Myers K'lO, Kelsey Breck K'IO, 
and Anja Burk K'IO finished first in the 
Women's Team category with a time 
of 1:17.04. Allison McKenna of the 
Chemistry Department won the Women's 
Individual with a time of 1:24.04. 

The Triathlon began in the 
Natatorium with a 500-meter freestyle 
and was followed by a 13.5-mile bike 
ride and a 3. I-mile run. 64 competitors 
participated, 35 of whom competed as 

individuals and 29 who ran on a team. 
Teams could consist of2-3 people. 

Students from all classes competed 
in the event, as well as a number of 
faculty and staff, including Vivien 
Pybus, Michele Intermont, Rose Bundy, 
Paul Manstrom, and Ahmed Hussen. A 
few alurrmi also participated. 

The only change to the Triathlon 
this year, which has records going 
back to 1989, was that participants 
did not run behind Hicks due to the 
renovations. 

Sodexho, Biggby Coffee, and Big 
Apple Bagel sponsored the StuComm
run evcnt 

Production of Angels in America Questions Compassion, Raises Awareness 
By LESLIEPEfROVICH 
Staff Writer 

Tony Kushner's Angels in 
America opened on Thursday, 
May 15 and ran for four days at 
the Nelda K. Balch Theater. 

This show, which critics hail 
as one of the most important of 
the 20" century, has become a 
part of pop culture by forcing 
awareness of the AIDS crisis 
into suburban America. Festival 
Playhouse performed Part One: 
The Millenium Approaches, 
a compelling three-act drama 
that is known for asking more 
questions than it answers. 

Director Rebecca Patterson, a 
visitor to the Collcge who, at her 
home in New York City, directs 
classic plays with all-female 
casts, said this show "reaches out 
to the soul of America" and asks, 
"How much do we owe to those 
we love?" as well as "How do we 
maintain our commitments to the 
community?" 

A microcosm of the Reagan 
era, Angels IS highly political 
and bitterly critical of the "me" 
generation of the 1980s,challenging 
the audience to rethink AIDS as 
an opportunity for individuals to 
experience compassion and grace. 

Patterson views Angels as a period 
piece, one of the great American 
plays, and, as an audience 
member, her love for the show is 
obvious in the tender and often 
heartbreaking ways she has shaped 
the production. 

Angels also resonates within 
the Kalamazoo community and has 
been an important rallying point for 
Gay Lesbian Bisexual Transgender 
(GLBl) advocacy groups in 
the city. The Arcus Foundation, 
Parents, Families, and Friends of 
Gays and Lesbians (PFLAG) and 
Kalamazoo's Community AIDS 
Resource and Education Services 

Donna Rose's Journey Toward Finding Identity 
By MARYB. CORCORAN 
Staff Wri ter 

At Tuesday's LAC on 
transsexuality, Kaleidoscope 
leader Aaron Quinones opened 
the evening with the explanation 
of "identity as a lifelong joumey." 
Guest speaker Donna Rose, a well
known post-{)perative male-to
female transsexual woman, echoed 
this sentiment throughout her 
intimate presentation. Ms. Rose was 
born a man - David - a name she 
explained means "beloved." 

She began her talk by asking 
the audience if there was anyone out 
there who'd never encountered a 
transgender individual, before going 
on to explain, "We're everywhere, 
you just don't know iLwe're like 
X-Men." 

The conceptofgenderas asocial 
construction, a socially conditioned 
performance of being, is a reality 
that begins at birth, she said, hailing 
the single most profound moments 
of life as the very first when the 
doctor, after a visual examination, 

declares an infunt male or female 
in effect designating a very specific 
life path - one toward football or 
ballet, fatherhood or motherhood, 
men's bathrooms or women's. 

One of the biggest struggles for 
transgendercd people, she explained, 
is that by adulthood, both men and 
women are deeply committed to the 
gender they've been socialized to 
adopt 

"Our culture makes distinctions 

Continued on page 8 

(CARES) collaborated to bring 
gay and lesbian teenagers from the 
United Methodist Church youth 
group to see the play. The three 
organizations put up a display 
representing each group in the 
lobby of the theatre. This intra
community communication was 
designed to give the groups a voice 
in a place where they are so often 
ignored. 

"Bringing a show like AI/gels 
to Kalamazoo is very different 
than bringing itto New York," said 
Emilia LaPenta K '10. Angels has 
the potential to spark exchanges 
between GLBT groups and enbance 

the city's understanding of the 
AIDS crisis and how it relates to 
homosexuality, she said. 

LaPenta, the Dramaturg for 
this production. feels the play is 
important to American culture 
because "it deals with the notion 
of responsibility." 

"The AIDS crisis then [in 
the late 80s and early 90s 1 is 
very different from the AIDS 
crisis we're facing today; but it 
is something we're still keeping 
our distance from. Kushner 
raises the question of, can we be 
compassionate to people who are 
sick?" LaPenta said. 
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Name, 
WillIam 
Cherup 

Nickname 
BJ or Beej 

Year, 
Senior 

Major. 
Chemistry 

Plans 
lor ajier 

graduation: J have a job working at 
MPI doing pre-clinical drug testing 

What is your ultimate lile goal? Save 
the world 

Where do you see yourself ill 5 years? 
Back at school, graduate school for 
chemistry 

Ideally where would you wallt to go? 
Big 10 or out west 

Favorite activities: Cycling and 
Ultimate Frisbee 

How do you leel havillg only three 
weeks lelt at K? It's excihng, but I 
have no motivation to do any work, 

Favorite memory at K: The 
externship I did at Walter Reed Army 
Institute Research teaching kids 
about science. 

What animal would you wallt to be? 
A bird 

What one would you really be? A dog 

II you could have collee with anyone. dead 
or alive. who would it be and what would you 
talk about? I would have coffee with Lance 
Armstrong and I would ask if he cheated in 
the Tour de France, 

Pet Peeve: When people are late, 

AdvIce lor campus' "Grades are just letters on 
a piece of paper." 

--Alexa Lindsay K'08 
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Letters to the Editors 
Dear Editors, 

I was angry and disappointed 
to find out that the article about 
Brandon Scarber's SIP written 
by William Cheatham for the 
May 15" issue of the Index did 
not con tam the changes that Mr, 
Scarber asked Mr. Cheatham 
to make. While the article 
was well written, the fact that 
false statements were allowed 
to remain in the article is 
disheartening, While journalistic 
integrity does encourage 
individual expression, it also 
entails a rigorous attempt at 
the truthful representation of 
experience and events, This 
aspect was problematically 
lacking within this article, One 
sentence in particular greatly 
upset Mr. Scarber: "Rising from 
parental neglect, drug addiction 
and gang violence, Scarber 
tackled the challenges in 
stride," This becomes upsetting 
because it falsifies and distorts 
the reality from which Mr. 
Scarber draws his voice, With 
the changes advocated by Mr. 
Scarber, this sentence would 
have read: "He rose uP from a 
background of a single-parent 
home with his mother and 
sister (Brandi), and the violent 
neighborhoods of Detroit to 
succeed in this intellectually 
rigorous institution," 

Thank you, 
Michelle Stinson K'08 

The Index apologizes lor the 
misrepresentations in the 
article Scarber Presents Poetry 
SIP, published in the May J 5th 
issue, To read revised article. 
see page 5, 

Dear Editors, 

Something has happened 
to our campus this past year. 
With the debates over women 
in the weight room and kzoo 
confessional, our campus 

culture, as it relates to women's 
issues, has become polarized I 
write thiS letter as an appeal to 
men on this campus: please help 
change the campus environment 
for the better. 

To be forthright, I have only 
taken one women's studies class 
on campus, something I regret, 
so my knowledge about such 
Issues IS limited, However, I do 
know how to listen, One thing 
I have heard is that because of 
the Women in the Weight Room 
debates on campus and because 
of the statements posted on 
kzooconfessional.com, some 
women are hesitant to speak at 
Take Back the Night. 

I believe that all men 
on campus want to contribute to 
the dialogue concerning gender 
issues, Based on comments I 
have heard in conversations 
with other men, I believe that 
men who do not support Women 
in the Weight Room still support 
discourse regarding issues of 
power and control in gender 
relations, I also believe that 
those men who write derogatory 
comments on kzooconfessional. 
com, believing it is their 
constitutional right, also 
consider it the constitutional 
right of women to achieve 
equality. And I believe that 
there is a popUlation of men on 
campus who have no opinion 
about Women in the Weight 
Room, have never posted on 
kzooconfessional.com, but still 
deem discussions about women 's 
issues on campus necessary. 

Before initiating this 
dialogue, we men must listen 
to the experiences of women 
because they have been 
listening to our experiences 
for far too long, Take Back the 
Night offers us a significant 
opportunity to listen, We must 
listen to prove to survivors of 
sexual assault that we, as men, 
do support them, I ask every 
man on campus to attend Take 
Back the Night and I isten to the 
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stories of survivors, 
However, this will not be. 

enough, Our presence at Take 
Back the Night is only an initial 
step, We must listen to survivors 
and then respond, We must ask 
them how we can help and then 
act accordingly, We must help 
empower them, 

Sexual assault is only one 
of many pertinent issues that 
we need to address in respect to 
gender relations, But if we want 
to use dialogue to change how 
our campus culture approaches 
and deals with issues of gender 
inequality, Take Back the Night is 
a necessary place to begin, 

David Hyman K'08 
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Democrats' Survey: Students Weigh in on Political Issues 
By ELIZABETH LAMPHIER 
Contributor 

During the past several 
weeks, 100 people took the 
College Democrats' online 
survey about the political issues 
that mean the most to them. The 
idea for the survey first came 
about during Winter Quarter in 
the heat of presidential primary 
season. 

"We were thinking about 
conducting a mock election 
in which students could vote 
for their favorite presidential 
candidate. However, we 
realized that by the time 
our polls would opel1, the 
majority of the candidates 
would have dropped out," said 
College Democrats member 
Maggie Jackson K'll. "We 
also recognized that given 
the liberal tendencies of 
Kalamazoo students, a simple 
poll wouldn't provide any 
particularly revolutionary 
information. " 

Therefore, the College 

Democrats decided to mold their 
initial straw poll into a more all
encompassing online survey. 

Although the survey did 
ask participants to identify 
their political affiliation and 
favored presidential candidate, 
it also included questions 
about which political issues 
were most important to survey 
respondents. 

"We were trying to assess 
how best to reach the majority 
of the population here and what 
types of events students would 
be likely to respond to," said 
Jackson. 

The survey asked 
respondents to pick which 
political issues they are most 
interested in, which issues they 
are most interested in learning 
more about, and whIch issues 
they would want to take action 
in. Options were healthcare, 
economy, environment, foreign 
policy, the Iraq War, civil rights/ 
liberties, campaign reform, 
education, immigration, social 

issues, and the state of political 
dialogue in the United States. 

The survey respondents 
were well balanced among all 
four class years and, reflective 
of the student body, 67 percent 
of respondents were female. 
While 79 percent of respondents 
identified themselves as 
"liberal" or "very liberal," 20 
percent ofrespondents Identified 
themselves as "moderate" or 
Hconservative." 

In the mock election portion 
of the survey, Barack Obama 
took 63 percent of the vote, 
Hillary Clinton took 12 percent, 
and John McCain took six 
percent. A significant portion 
of respondents (19 percent), 
however, were still undecided 
about their favored presidential 
candidate. 

The environment was a 
top priority for 34 percent 
of respondents, likely due to 
the presence of many active 
environmental groups on campus. 
The sub-prime mortgage crisis, 

inflation and rising gas prices 
were on the mind of 33 percent 
of respondents who said the 
economy was the most imponant 
issue to them. Healthcare, an 
important campaign issue for 
the 2008 election season, was an 
issue that 31 percent of students 
wanted to learn more about. As 
for what students most want to 
take action on, 32 percent of 
respondents answered either 
civil rights and civil libenies 
or social issues such as gay or 
women's rights. 

"I think it's interesting that 
the top issue in each category 
(what students were interested 
in, wanted to learn more about, 
and wanted to take action on) 
were all different issues," said 
Elena Brooks K'OS. 

The final question included 
on the survey asked respondents 
which types of political events 
they would be most likely to 
attend. Speakers, faculty-led 
discussions and movie showings 
were the most popular choices. 

"Perhaps the College 
Democrats could schedule a 
discussion with an economics 
professor to help students learn 
a bit more about our economic 
situation in the U.S.," said 
Jackson. 

Other choices were student 
diSCUSSIOns, protests, and 
lobbying trips. 

"I was surprised that only 
21 percent of people were likely 
to panicipate in protests," said 
Gwen Persons K'08. 

The organization plans to 
use the survey results to help 
guide their event planning 
for the upcoming year. They 
plan to hold discussions on 
issues such as climate change, 
the sub-prime lending crisis, 
healthcare, gay rights, civil 
rights, and U.S, Foreign Policy. 
In addition, the group hopes to 
bring in a couple well-known 
speakers to discuss some of 
the wide variety of political 
interests that K students 
pinpointed in the survey. 

Women Share Research at Third Annual Women's SIP Symposium 
By ROBYN MCBRIDE 
Staff Writer 

With topics ranging from lesbian 
separatism to osteopathic medicine to 
Southern rabbis during the Civil Rights 
Movement, this year's Women's SIP 
Symposium did not lack in variety. 
The symposium, which was presented 
this past Sunday, showcased the 
achievements of various K senior 
women. 

The symposium w'as first organized 
two years ago when a group of feminist 
seniors were concerned about the fact 
that research about women and women's 
research were typically overlooked. 
They responded by creating the Women's 
SIP Symposium, hoping to bring credit 
to the women who may have not have 
received it otherwise. 

The symposium has been met with 
some confusion, with many believing 

that the SIPs have to be centered on 
women and women's issues. This is not 
the case as any woman is allowed to 
participate, regardless of the content of 
her SIP. 

"[The symposi urn 1 is a • separate' 
symposium in the sense that the 
presenters all struggled to address 
oppression based on their gender," 
said Brady Donaldson K'OS, one of 
the organizers of the event. "I would 
hope that men do not feel excluded, but 
instead embrace this shift away from 
society's habitual focus on the male 
experience and research about and for 
men. It is meant as a learning experience 
for the men and for the women involved, 
and a challenge to our judgments and 
prejudices." 

Sara Goldstein K'OS also 
emphasized the importance 'of the event 
for women on campus. 

"Womendeserveaspacewhere [they 1 
are taken seriously," she said. "Many 
of the women presenters completed 
their SIPs in a department that did not 
have a Symposium. It's important for 
women's voices to be heard and for K 
as a community to support, celebrate, 
and acknowledge the achievements and 
academic work of women." 

At the symposium, eighteen women, 
including Donaldson and Goldstein, 
presented their SIPs and although many 
presenters stayed to watch their peers' 
presentations, there was a noticeably 
small group of spectators. 

"[The lack of attendance 1 is the 
challenge of having a symposium 
that isn't through a depanment," said 
presenter Piper Worthington K'OS. 
"However, the people that were there 
were interested in the topics. There was 
a diverse range of topics, but there were 

also similarities and connections that 
you could make, even though they were 
so different." 

Though attendance was low, the 
viewers appreciated the work that went 
into the event. Molly Sass K'09, an 
attendee, hopes to organize the event 
next year. 

"It was an important event, 
especially being a rising senior," said 
Sass. "It was about looking at the 
work-the culmination of the college 
experience. I was amazed at the breadth 
of information and experiences women 
have had as inspiration and motivation 
for their SIPs." 

Goldstein agreed. "I thought the 
presentations were absolutely amazing," 
she said. "I have never had such a great 
appreciation for going to a liberal arts 
college as I did today. The women were 
clearly experts in their topics." 
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ACLU Invites Speakers to Shed Light on School to Prison Pipeline 
By LESLIE PETROVICH 
Staff Writer 

Last Tuesday, the Kalamazoo 
College chapter of American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU) brought in 
two speakers, Mark Fancher and Chan 
Pratt, to discuss the implicit role white 
America plays in maintaining the 
School to Prison Pipeline. 

of the population and 63 percent of 
suspensions. 

This complex social dilemma is 
caused in part, he claimed, by zero
tolerance policies in schools, which, 
though required by state legislation, 
suspend, expel, or arrest one-time 
offenders. Problems begin to take shape 
when poorly worded, vague policies are 
used to punish students whose offenses, 
like smoking marijuana in a bathroom, 
weren't necessarily expulsion-worthy. 

education and political work with 
educators, "to use the law as it is 
written," as a means of reducing - not 
promoting - institutional racism. 

out of 106. 
Like Fancher before him, Pratt 

singled out racist educators and 
educational policies as a leading cause 
of the School to Prison Pipeline, which, 
he claimed, "is open and flowing." 
The examples he shared were all of 
black students whose crimes had been 
misconstrued or blown out of proportion 
by white school officials, and who 
were then denied the opportunity to 
defend themselves. He urged parents 
and concerned citizens to question 
school authorities, to argue against 
the presence of armed police officers 
in public schools, and to be aware 
of the glaring discrimination in our 
educational system. 

Mark Fancher, Racial Justice 
Staff Attorney for Michigan's chapter 
of ACLU, spoke on this issue from a 
lawyer's perspective, using examples 
from his own practice as well as 
statistics to address myths about the 
disparities between white students and 
black students. 

"Lady Justice? She's got a pain in 
her side, she's leaning so hard," said 
Chan Pratt, an activist, bodyguard, ex
bounty hunter, and father. Hespokeabout 
a dangerous lack of communication 
between parents, students, and schools, 
one that often results in situations where 
accused kids do not get to tell their side 
of the story. 

Black students, he said, are 2.6 
times as likely to be suspended as white 
students. He used Grand Rapids public 
schools as an example. There, African
Americans account for 41 percent 

Educators, however, interpret them 
in ways that make for little connection 
between the crime and the punishment. 
These laws discriminate against black 
students and, particularly when used 
too harshly or too often, reduce their 
chances of attending enough school 
to remain motivated and to graduate, 
much less get into college. 

As a solution, Fancher urged 

"The system [is] ripe for reform," 
he said, when "kids are ill-equipped 
to fight the battle before them." By 
kids, he means children of color, who, 
for comparable crimes, are routinely 
subjected to more severe punishments 
than white children. One out of every 
36 African-American men goes to jail 
in this country; for white men, it is one 

"The scriptures say, 'Let us reason 
together, '" ·Pratt declared, "or our 
children will all be thrown into prison. 
Make it personal now." 

Visiting International Students' Send International Voices to Print 
By NORA E. SEILHEIMER 
Executive Editor 

One VI in particular, Oti 
Herrera from Oaxaca, stepped 

Some years they buy up to fill in as photo and layout 
matching sweatshirts to editor and cover designer. 
remind them of their study' Sakhi Vyas K'08 also assisted 
abroad experience. Other in editing to complete the 
years, they distribute a staff. 
framed group photo by which After approaching Angela 
to remember one another. Gross, Assistant Director 
This year, K's Visiting of Center for International 
International students, Programs (CIP), the staff 
in an effort to remember sought financial support from 
one another's stories, will both Admissions and the CIP. 
print their own magazine: Agreeing to foot the bill, 
International Voices. Admissions and the CIP will 

Darlington Sabasi, a carry copies of the magazine 
Visiting International (VI) for recruitment purposes and 
student from Zimbabwe, to pass on to future VIs. 
brought the idea to the table However, Sabasi's original 
winter quarter. As Editor- intent behind International 
in-Chief he emailed the Voices was for every VI of the 
other 22 VIs. The group's 2007-08 school year to have 
overwhelming response a piece of their study abroad 
assured him this was, in fact, experience (and the other VIs 
a possible feat. they shared it with) to take 

"It's our idea," said back home. 
Sabasi. "I just brought it "After this year we will 
up." all be going back to our 

home countries; there is a big 
possibility we won't see each 
other again," said Sabasi. 

International Voices will 
consist of one page per VI 
containing their name, home 
country, a photo and a short 
essay depicting their study 
abroad experience here at K. 
The magazine will also feature, 
poetry, speeches from JAMA, 
advice to incoming Vis, and 
thank you messages. 

"[It is] a little like a will. .. 
we are leaving, we won't have 
the chance to get together all at 
the same time," said Herrera. 
"It's a way to remember them 
[fellow VIs] long after time. 
When I have my grandsons, I 
will pull it out and say' I went 
to Kalamazoo College. '" 

Sabasi described the 
cultural experience involved 
in compiling submissions from 
various VIs. 

"You need to know exactly 
how to approach each student 

based on culture," he said. 
Herrera also found his own 

opportunity to cross borders in 
the editing process. 

"He [Darlington] really 
respected my viSion," said 
Herrera. "It was really 
interesting working with a 
different mindset. We come 
from different backgrounds." 

Sabasi credited two K 
classes for helping him to 
prepare for the compiling, 
editing and printing process: 
Introduction to Creative Wri ting 
with Professor Andrew Mozina 
and International Business 
with Professor Patrik Hultberg. 
However, what these classes 
did not prepare him for was the 
amount of time consumed by 
an extracurricular activity. 

"The most challenging part 
was this was another project 
that needed a lot of time, like 
an extra class," said Sabasi. 

Yet, Sabasi also said that all 
of the late nights spent staring 

at the computer screen with 
Herrera and Vyas by his side 
were well worth it. 

"I would say it is one of 
my goals I am very happy to 
have achieved," said Sabasi. 
"But I will be more happy 
when we have it printed and 
students just have it in their 
hands." 

It is unclear whether 
International Voices will be 
ready to sell to the student 
body due to lack of funds. As 
the staff seeks other sources, 
they welcome donations 
from anyone willing to help 
with their cause: lighting the 
fire beneath International 
Voices. 

"When you have a 
matchbox and light them 
all of a sudden, that's 
International Voices. 
Everyone has something to 
say and we say it at the same 
time in the same place," said 
Herrera. "It is like bursting." 
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Scarber Presents Poetry SIP Fanns 2 K Hosts Local Food Cook-Off 
By WILLIAM CHEATHAM 
Staff Writer 

"I have walked the 'Streets as old 
as a declaration in which the blood of 
independence gave birth to a nation ... " wrote 
Brandon Scarber K'08 in his poem "Walking 
Home." In the second grade, Scarber 
discovered a "secret passion" for poetry. 
Growing up in Detroit, Scarber honed his 
talent throughout high scbool and during his 
time at K culminating in a poetry SIP about 
Detroit. "'The Life and Times of Brandon 
Scarber" highlighted Scarber's experience 
in Detroit, interwoven with video, personal 
interviews, and the recitation of poetry. 

"The Life and Times of Brandon 
Scarber" emphasizes struggle but also 
fulfillment from his background. He rose up 
from a background of a single-parent home 
with his mother and sister (Brandi), and the 
violent neighborhoods of Detroit to succeed 
in this intellectually rigorous institution. 
During his time at 1(, he worked three jobs to 
support his family in Detroit and to provide 
for his daughter, Nailab, who celebrates . 
her first birthday today. Already he has put 
money away for her college fund. 

He believes that "if you have a breath 
of air to wake up each day, then you have to 
have that drive to do something great each 
day." He said, "If 1 could be better every day, 
then I'm happy - everything God blessed 
me with 1 use to my advantage to move 
myselfto the next plateau." 

Next, Scarber looks to get published 
in national magazines, and to participate in 
poetry clubs in Detroit. 

Last summer, he worked with DTE 
Energy completing an accounting internship, 
and wrote 30 or 40 poems at night. With 
his accounting skills in high demand, he 
plans to balance work and writing in the 
future. Currently, Scarber handles business 
transactions for the record label he manages 
with friends from home called "Black 
Guvernment." 

By JILLIAN MCLAUGHLIN 
Features Editor 

Last week, Farms 2 K hosted its annual 
Local Food Cook-Dff; featuring twelve 
teams ranging from the Athletic Leadership 
Council to the Swing Club. Recipes utilized 
70 percent local food and featured desserts, 
entrees, and appetizers. 

"I think this is one of the most important 
events that Farms 2 K does. We all have to 
educate ourselves to participate," said Amelia 
Katanski, professor ofEnglish and asupporter 
of the local food movement 

Teams had to research 
to find what ingredients were 
available at this time of year. 
Dishes showed a remarkable 
degree of creativity. Pastas. 
quiche, crepes, and a vegetable 
upside-OOwn cake colored the 
menu. 

"It has the potential m a 
really fun way to bring people 
together and to learn what's 
available in Kalamazoo," said 
Katanski. 

Pudding. Progressive Organization of 
Women Eogaged in Recipes won the best use 
of local ingredients for a rhubarb crisp and 
judges awarded Amelia Katanski's team, The 
Bean Counters, for their creativity in making 
black bean ragout with herlrflecked com 
muffins, green onion chutney, and pickled 
radishes. The People's Choice Award went to 
the Athletic Leadership Council's "Creamy 
Vegetable DIplomas." 

Farms 2 K made $300 from the event 
and 150 students attended. 

Balancing his roles as a parent and 
a student, Scarber said he matured into 
the person he is now. He treats life as an 
opportunity. 

Professor Di Suess, who served as a 
mentor during the development of his SIP, 
prais'ed Scarber for his diligence and passion 
in putting together his collection of inspiring 
poems that demonstrate the life of a man 
exceeding in every one of the demanding 
roles which he fills: a student, a brother, a 
provider, and a father. At his SIP presentation 
she read his favorite poem, Langston Hughes' 
1, too, Sing America, through which Hughes 
demonstrates the struggle of a black man to 
be heard. 

Julia Dean K'08 and the' ••• r:~U;; 
Prune Fingies took the overall 
prize with their Asparagus Farms 2 K members serve fOod at the group's second an
and Wild Mushroom Bread nual Local Food Cook-Off 

Obstacles to Peace: Local Tensions Exposed at Nonie Darwish Lecture 
By JILLIAN MCLAUGHLIN 
Features Editor 

Lastyear'sAnnapolisConference 
brought together Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas and Israeli Ptime 
Minister Bux! almett to talk about 
peace between their two peoples. 
Obstacles on the road toward peace 
between Israel and the Palestinians 
involve territorial disputes, refugee 
claims, and historical and religious 
eonfIicts. A talk by a speaker last 
Wednesday exposed local tensions. 

AuthorandactivisonieDarwish 
spoke to an audience composed offew 
students, a handful of professors, and a 
substantial number of protesIeIli from 
the community. Forty to fifty people 
attended the talk. 

The Women in Black, an 
international organi2ation started 
by Jewish and Palestinian women, 

gathered to voice dissent from 
Darwish's message. Appropriately 
bedecked in hlack clothing, Hussain 
Turk K'to held a sign stating, "Nonie 
Da!wish=RacistBigot" 

Another protesteT from the group 
Jewish Voice for Peace brandished 
a sign that said, "All land is holy. All 
people are chosen. Help us end the 
Israeli occupation." 

Inthisatmosphere,NonieDarwish 
began her speech. She recounted ber 
childhood in Cairo, Egypt where her 
futher headed the feyadeen, a terrorist 
group that regu1arly raided L<rael. 
When he was killed by the Israeli 
Defense Force, Egyptian president 
and Arnb nationalist Gamal Nasser 
visited her home and asked her mother, 
"Which one of your kids will avenge 
their futher's death by killing Jews?' 

Darwish insisted on Arnb 

responsihilityfortheIsraeli-Palestinian 
eonfIict She also focused on radical 
Islam. 

"It's intrinsic in the Muslim 
religion to hate Jews," she said in an 
interview with The Index. 

She points to violent verses in the 
Quran and to the incitement to violence 
in some mosques inArnb countries. 

"Even if there are bad verses in 
the Bible, we care about your action. 
Your religion is your action. The 
actions of Muslims are violent .. .I 
don't see Christian lCllders in churches 
holding their sword and putting it up 
and saying kill the infidel. It happens in 
rnosques," she continued. 

She came to America 15 years 
ago and after 9/11, Darwish said she 
decided to speak out against a culture 
that she feels perpetuates hate against 
Jews. She also spoke briefly about 

women's rights in countries under 
Islamic or Sharia law. 

At the conclusion of her speech, 
the room became polarized. The 
question and answer period turned 
into yelling between protesters and 
Darwish. Campus secwity was 
summoned to the event 

Most of the protesIeIli were not 
students OOtwere from the community. 
Hussain Turk K'to organized the 
opposition. 
~ Lukas K'09 and 

President of College Republicans 
said, "I'm just disappointed at the 
protesters.' , 

Turk spoke on behalf of the 
protestors, telling Thelndex, "lapplaud 
the College Republicans on once 
again emhanassing, offunding, and 
marginalizing an already victimized 
population. As a Muslim I have dealt 

with enough racism.and ignorance. 
Bringing fit[s(}.propaganda con-artists 
like Darwish to our campus further 
jeopardizes any positive Muslim 
identity." 

He additionally challenged 
Darwish's presentation of the fuelS 
stating that she took verses from 
the Quran out of context. He found 
the Security Office's reaction to the 
protesIeIli and the lack of a fonnn for 
challenges to Darwish's presentation 
problematic. 

"This event was not at all 
a 'market-place of ideas.' Those 
protesIeIli who chose to vocalize their 
well-founded opinions were silenced 
and rniniIni7Jld by both College 
Republican students and Kalamazoo 
College Security," said Turk. 

Shouting and debate continued 
for 20 minutes after the event ended. 
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Living Graciously Since 1974 
By Sara Whalen, Art Editor 
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Special thanks to the K College Archives 

for their help with this spread. 
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Addressing Transgender Issues 
Continued from page 1 

between wbat boys can do and what girls 
can do," she. said With age comes greater 
pressure to conform to gender norms, said 
Ms. Rose, stressing the fact that identity as a 
man or woman is not caused by sexuality. 

"When I went through puberty I decided 
that if! was gomg to be a guy, I was going to 
be a good guy," she said. As David, she was 
a linebacker and a wrestler, and at the time in 
her life when she was champion of Maritime 
Provinces wrestling, her biceps were 22 
inches in diameter. 

Before her transition, Ms. Rose seemed 
to be living the model life - a good job, a 
loving wife and son. Though ultimately her 
change from David to Donna cost her her 
marriage, she still sees her ex-wife and son 
for breakfast weekly and insists that she has 
lived her life without regret 

"I'm a big believer in quality of life," 
she said. 

A turning point in Ms. Rose's life came 
upon her father's death, which was one of 
the factors that led to her decision to "stop 
running." When she saw the body of her 
father, Ms. Rose recognized that "the body IS 

just a container for who and what we are." 
As a woman, she has experienced male

privilege from the perspective of one who 
has given it up, her outlook on the world and 

role in society completely reversed. 
Having experienced so much of life 

as a man, her experience with surgery and 
hormones was eye opening. 

"Estrogen to me is like the wonder 
drug, it unlocks the sensuaJ nature of life," 
srud Ms. Rose. Her dual-consciousness is 
one attained by experiencing life as both a 
man and as a woman. 

In Native American cultures, she 
explained, transgendered individuals are 
revered for their insight and are understood 
as being of a third gender. To hold the 
knowledge and experience of both genders 
is a value that historically has led many tribes 
to make transgendered people teachers, with 
the hope that they will be able to educate 
children on such a beautiful complexity. 

As the presentation concluded, hands 
shot up, questions were asked, and thanks 
were offered 

Regarding the difference in cultural 
reactiortS to transgendered individuals, the 
idea of identity as more than just gender 
bubbled to tile surface as Abby Ahlberg 
K'09 thanked Ms. Rose for her helping to 
teach others how to recognize to ''bring our 
spirit forth." 

Ahlberg's words clearly resonated as 
Ms. RoioC smiled and agreed. 

"I'm all about spirit," she said "My 
body reflects my spirit now." 
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SKWIRRELS By JAMES SPICA 

~ .. TO THE NUT HOIJSE,I CERTAINLY HOPEI" 

COUNSEL1N~ CO~ER..: EFFECTS OF CODEPENDENCY 
By DR. ALAN HILL 
Associate Director of Counseling 

The concept of codependency comes 
from the notion of chemical dependency in 
which codependent family members form 
an unhealthy alliance with the chemically 
dependent This unwittingly enables the 
dependency and increasingly makes the 
life of the codependent unmanageable. The 
codependent, like the moon, is pulled into orbit 
around the earth of the chemically dependent, 
while both the dependent and codependent 
revolve arowld the sun of drugs. 

Future codependents grow up in a 
family where the order of the day is to 
sacrifice oneself and focus on caring for, 
controlling or serving a dysfunctional family 
member; be it an alcoholic dad, a narcissistic 

mother or an extremely depressed and suicidal 
sibling. Codependents are among the nicest, 
most selfless, 5ertSitive, loyal and giving people 
in the world. However, they may also lack 
self-esteem, present an exaggerated sense of 
responsibility, be disposed to mold therrtSelves 
to the expectatiortS of other, and be largely 
unable to express and cope with feelings, to 
trust and to accept love. 

These characteristics leave codependents 
unable to develop healthy intimate relationships 
and make them prone to unhealthy alliances 
with people who have problematic behaviors. 

~As the codependent continually fails to control 
the drinking, drugging, self-abuse, abuse, 
etc. they experience many intense negative 
emotions like frustration, embarrassment, 
confusion, guilt, shame, helplessness, fear and 

hopelessness. 
These feelings lead to enabling behaviors, 

sucll as blaming oneself for the problematic 
behaviors, withdrawing, covering up, nagging 
or rescuing. To avoid these intense feelings and 
find some gratification in their life, codependents 
use a1cohoVother drugs, compulsive shopping, 
gambling, eating or sex, which may work in the 
short run, but adds to the mess of codependency 
in the long run. 

To move from codependence to 
interdependence, self-<:are, strong boundaries, 
serenity and intimacy, codependents need to first 
accept that they cannot control another person, 
that they can only truly change and control 
themselves. They can learn bealthier ways to 
deal with feelings by learning to be assertive. 

. Secondly, codependents need to "let go." 

To "let go" is not to enable, but to allow 
learning from natural consequences. To "let 
go" is not to care for, but to care about To 
"let go" is not to criticize or regulate anybody, 
but to try to become what one dreams one can 
be. To "let go" is to fear less and love more. 
Finally, the codependent needs to stop being 
the helper and get his or her own support 
from a counselor or recovery group such 
as Codependent Anonymous (coda.org) or 
A1anon (aIanon.org). 

On Wednesday, May 28"' at 6 PM. 
the Counseling Center will be sponsoring a 
workshop on the "Codependent Advantage: 
How Codependents Can Transform 
Themselves into the Most Effective and 
Healthiest Helpers on the Planet" RSVP if 
interested at ahiII@kzoo.edu. 



Crystal Ball Message Becomes Foggy 
Evolution of Annual Event Through its History 
By MARYB. CORCORAN 
Staff Writer 

on campus LGBTQ group, sponsors the dance. 
CI)'Stal Ball proposals as put forth to Student 
Commission in years past differ in terms of 
the dance's inteiKled purpose. For example, 
the 2003 proposal reads: "The purpose of 
CI)'Stal Ball is to provide a safe environment 
for GLBT students to dance with therr partners 
in a safe, public environment Additionally, the 
best way to minimize homophobia is to put 
heterosexuals in contact with GLBT students 

it for encouraging them to cast away gender 
norms and dress codes by coming whatever 
way you please - in drag, in costume, 
whatever ... " 

When the Idea of performing gender, 
that is, adhering to the social construction ' 
of man and woman, came up in Dr. 
Jennifer Einspahr's seminar on belonging 
and identity, sbe posed to her students that 
CI)'Stal Ball may not be as liberating was 
originally intended. 

The student newspaper ofKa1amazoo College 

Talked about by some upperclassrnen 
as the event of spring quarter, CI)'Stal Ball 
has certainly left its nwk on Ka1amazoo 
College; it is highlighted in college review 
books and sourced on Lesbian Gay Bi
Sexual Transgender Queer & Questioning 
websites, but on K's very own campus, 
is CI)'Stal Ball known for liberation or for 
controversy? Most K students know about 
the dance; many first-years hear about 
it during their first few days on campus. 
However, what students often don't hear is 
the story straight from the source. 

in a positive environment" Two years later, the 
proposal had evolved: " ... It allows our LGBT 
students to feel comfortable in an environment 
(the school dance) that traditionally overlooks 
or otherwise renders invisible gay and lesbian 
identities. The 1axger student popu1ation enjoys 

According to Einspahr, safe spaces 
such as the dance are traditionally created 
in order to avoid the "inevitability of 

MAY 29, 2008 
Kaleidoscope, Ka1amazoo College's 

Taking Back the Night With POWER 
By TONI SKAUCAN 

Staff Writer 

"I am not a feminist 
because I hate men. I don't 
hate men. I hate a culture that 
teaches us women to placate 
men, 1 hate a society where 
statistically 1 will be paid less 
for the same job, I hate being 
afraid to walk anywhere by 
myself at night. .. " 

Lenya Friesner's poem, 
Those Angry Feminists, was 
met with applause and cheers 
at last Thursday's "Take Back 
the Night" event, sponsored 
by K College's Progressive 

Organization for Women 
(POWER). The event began 
on the quad with eight student 
speakers, all of whom called for 
an end to rape and sexual assault 
against women. Following the 
speeches, POWER led an a11-
female march down Academy 
Street, protesting that women 
should no longer live in fear of 
walking public streets at night. 

"What do we want? Safe 
streets! When do we want them? 
Now!" 

Take Back the Night's 
nearly 60 participants chanted 
passionately as they paraded 

down Academy St.. stopping 
traffic on Stadium Dr. as they 
crossed. Once in College 
Park, the women sat in a circle 
on the cold concrete floor 
of the amphitheater and lit 
candles, creating a safe space 
that welcomed open-ended 
conversation. As the night 
progressed, women shared 
long-held secrets, exchanged 
compassionate advice, and 
offered unending support. 

"I hate the term rape, and 
1 hate the term survivor," said 

Continued on page 6 

K Hosts First Women's Music Festival 
By LISA PHILLIPS 
News Editor 

The hills of K's campus 
will be alive with the sounds 
of women musicians this 
Saturday, as the first ever 
Women's Music Festival 
takes place on campus. 

POWER, the Music 
Performance Club, the 
Vibbert Scholars, and the 
Women's Resource Center 
are hosting this musical 
event, featuring solely 

female musicians. The 
festival starts at 3:00 P.M. 
on the steps of the Fine Arts 
Building. 

"It's a great way to 
highlight the talent and skills 
of these awesome women ," 
said Sara Goldstein K'08 , 
one of the organizers of the 
event. 

The event arose from 
the need to create a positive 
environment to celebrate 
women, especially In the 

spring. 
"Spring tends to focus 

on very weighty and 
negative women's issues, 
such as eating disorders and 
depression - we wanted to 
showcase how awesome and 
creative women are, with a 
good afternoon of women's 
music," said Goldstein. 

The afternoon will kick 
off with a performance by 

Continued on page 3 

Continued on page 5 

IN THIS ISSUE 
UNVEILING THE CAULDRON 
K's literary magazine 

PESTICIDE AWARENESS 
State adopts students' curriculum 

VOICES FROM ABROAD 
A different side ojSpain 

PERSONAL REFLECTION 
One woman's "Take Back the Night" experience 

COUNSELING CORNER 
Conquering codependency 

3 

3 

4 

6 

8 



2 ON THE QUAD I The Index, May 29,2008 

K Hopes to Promote Sustainability With Biodiesel Co-Op 
By LESLIE PETROVICH 
Staff Writer 

As the age of fossil fuels 
comes to a close, scientists - and 
students - search for alternatives 
that will allow Western society to 

.maintain our current comfortable 
lifestyles while reversing some of 
the damage done to the planet by 
past generations. 

Biodiese~ made by mixing 
vegetable oil, methano~ and either 
sodium hydroxide or potassium 
hydroxide, can be an integral part 
of this transition, and is particularly 
significant to future sustainability 
initiatives at Kalamazoo College. 

A successful biodiesel co-op 
exists at WMU, where students and 
community members worl<. for a 

few hours to make the fue~ then buy 
it at a reduced price. 

Adam Smith K'll wodcs at the 
co-op and has taken on the project of 
starting one here on K's campus. 

''Rightnow,there'smoredernand 
than production," says Smith. 

The advantages of biodiesel 
are numerous and powerful; it's 
renewable, rapidly biodegradable, 
non-toxic (in case of a fuel spill), and 
its life cycle carbon emissions are 
considerably lower than mainstream 
fuel sources. 

The co-op mixes waste oil from 
local restaurants like Crow's Nest and 
FoOd Dance withmore pure vegetable 
oil, currently obtained from Pfizer, in 
an attempt to strike a balance between 
giving a high quality product and 

maximizing resource recycling. 
That is not to say biodiesel is 

without critics, however; it gels at a 
high temperature, so in the winter it 
must be mixed with diese~ at about 
a 50150 ratio, to keep an engine 
running. Most of the vegetable oil on 
the market is made from soybeans, 
which will have to be grown on land 
that could otherwise produce food. 

One solution to this, though less 
viable right now, is to grow rapeseed, 
which produces a much high yield 
While opinions do vary widely, 
Smith maintains that the effect on 
food markets will be minimal, and 
says that the environmental benefits 
ofbiodiesel far outweigh its costs. 

With the President's Climate 

relatively minor adjustments, 
like running the fleet cars on 
renewable fue~ becomes a more 
appealing option 

For next year, Smith not 
only wants to build a co-op near 
to the FacMan offices, but also 
hopes it can produce enough 
biodiesel to run the Kalamazoo 
College bus. 

Inaddition,Smithiswodcing 
with Dr. Binney Girdler of the 
biology department to create a 
service-learning component of 
the Environmental Studies class 
(BID 115) at the co-op. Biodiesel 
may soon be the newest way 
to create an environmenta11y
friendly atmosphere on K's 

Commitment in place, making campus. 
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Group Raises $590 for Autism Awareness 
By KATIE COASTER 
Executive Editor 

Last Tuesday, K's Autism Awareness 
Group partnered with Coldstone Creamery 
in a fundraiser to benefit the Autism 
Society of America (ASA), a nationally 
recognized orgaruzation dedicated to 
helping children with autism spectrum 
disorders (ASO) and their families. 

prepare signature Coldstone treats for 
Kalamazoo community members, many 
of whom came on a hotspot shuttle that 
ran to and from campus throughout the 
night. 

Faculty as well as students came out 
to support the cause, and by the night's 
end the group had raised over $590 in ice 
cream and ribbon sales. This made it the 
biggestfundraiser in the store's history, said 
Lindsey Fisch K'08, who co-organized the 
event with Kristin Houck K' 11. 

awareness and understanding about 
autism and its effects. Her inspiration 
fN the group came mainly from Dr. 
Bruce Mills' first-year seminar entitled 
"Crossing Borders," in which students 
visited Croyden Avenue School (a 
school in Kalamazoo dedicated to 
special needs) as well as families of 
children with autism. 
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From 5-9 p.m., members of the 
AutismAwareness Group worked greeting 
customers, serving ice cream, and selling 
autism ribbons at Coldstone Creamery on 
W. Main Street 25 percent of the proceeds 
from the night went to the ASA. 

Group members received training 
from Coldstone managers in how to 

"It was so amazing to see such a great 
turnout to support this worthy cause and to 
raise awareness aboutASD," said Fisch. 

Fisch began the Autism Awareness 
Group this fall in order to increase 

The group has held quarterly 
autism events including an Autumn 
Fest and Winter Fest, a Walk-About
Talk-About-Autism event, and other 
fundraisers for local autism chapters. 
They have also provided childcare 
assistance at local autism parent 
meetings. 

PhotolLindsey Fisch 
Members ofK's Autism Awareness Group pose after its suc

cessful fundraiser at Coldstone Creamery last Tuesday. 
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Unveiling of The Cauldron: K's Literary Magazine Opens Doors 
By MARYB. CORCORAN 
Staff"Writer 

We wait for it every year and 
when it finally arrives late spring 
quarter, we sit readmg, absorbing and 
believing the colorful words that fill 
up The Cauldron, a literary magazine 
produced annually by Kalamazoo 
College students since the mid-
1960s. 

The Cauldron has changed quite 
a bit from the early days, when it 
was simply a photocopied, stapled 
pamphlet. This year's publication, 118 
pages long with 61 pieces spanning 
three genres ofiiterature, plus original 
art and photography, was assembled 
by a crew of 15 students, Faculty 
Advisor 01 Seuss, and Lisa Darling 
from The Office of Communications. 

Eighth Week's Jama served as the 
official magazine unveiling and also 
provided an opportunity to showcase 
some art unable to fit between The 
Cauldron's covers. Pieces included a 
painting titled "Obesity" by Michelle 

Lamont K '10, photography by Peter 
Hopkins K'09 and others. As slam 
poetry artists Aaron Coleman K'09 and 
Ada McCartney K'II book-ended the 
ceremony with commanding words, 
they stood before an eager audience 
and stage of mixed-media art. Coleman 
opened the event. 

"Corne open up your mind with 
me," he recited. "Corne rewind time 
with me And find with me -the signs 
we need to see to show us who were 
meant to be." (Aaron Coleman) 

Each year, Divine Crow honors are 
awarded to three pieces and this year, 
judges Bruce Mills and Amy Smith 
of the English Department selected 
a fictional short story, "Dead," by 
Colleen Bednar K'08; a creative non
fiction piece, "An Affair with Light," 
by Kelly Hurd K '10; and a poem, 
"Streetz," by Brandon Scarber K'08. 

At the Jama, each award winnerread 
from his piece, with Bednar explaining, 
"What is perhaps most startling is the 
way the language takes you places you 

Women's Music Fest 2008 
Female Voices to be Heard 

don't want to go," before gomg on to 
read from her chilling piece detailing 
childhood memories from the brother 
of a mass murderer. 

"Behind the garage he scraped his 
knife against a stone, scruff, scruff, 
until it was sharp and he peeled raccoon 
flesh from bone," Bednar read. 

For the first time in its six-year 
history, the Stephanie Vibbert Award, 
an honor given annually to a piece of 
writing which "best exemplifies the 
crucial relationship between writing 
and social justice," was awarded to two 
pieces: "Breaks in Skin" by Danielle 
Badra K'08 and "Negative Space" by 
Kelsay Myers K'08. 

Though it is published and bound, 
Editor Emma Perry said, "[The 
Cauldron is] not just a finished project. 
Its something that's more than thaL" 

Faculty advisor Di Seuss addressed 
the point in an email. 

"There's something important 
about holding a book in your hand," 
she said. "Poetry and stories, paper 

and ink, keep us human." 
McCartney concluded the 

ceremony with a slam poetry 
piece entitled "To a dead man," 
pronouncing: "Because beginnings 
are the best things we can leave each 
other." 

This year, The Cauldroll's theme 
was "walking through a doorway," 
and the magazme, divided into five 
sections, moves from the front cover's 
doorknob photo by Liz Wilson K'08, 
through the door stop, to the hinge 
and door frame, ending with the dead 
bolt, and a back cover photograph by 
Dylan Seuss-Brakeman K'I O. 

In the opening of The Cau/droll, 
student editors Perry and Nora 
Seilheimer K'08 invited us to find 
our own doorway. 

"The Cauldron is holding the 
door open for you. Step onto the 
threshold," said the editors. 

Pick up a copy for yourself and 
settle into the words and images that 
speak from Kalamazoo College. 

Continued from page 1 with the Women's Ultimate 
Frisbee Team, or by joining a 
Yoga session led by professor 
Karen Berthel. 

Saturday, May 31, 2008 

LIST OF EVENTS 
the Acabellas, an all-feplale 
a cappella group at K. 
Other musicians performing 
include Emily Einhorn, Holly 
Tayler, Emily Basse, Rachel 
Dayis, and Jen Sygit. 

Special breakout 
sessions will also be offered 
throughout the festival. 
Professor Di Seuss will 
hold a poetry reading, and 
professors Jeanne Hess and 
Mary Ellen Ashcroft are 
leading a group discussion 
about Spirituality and 
Health. 

Students are also 
encouraged to get active 
during the festival, by 
participating in a frisbee 
workshop on the Quad 

Free food will be served 
throughout the afternoon 
at the Fine Arts Building, 
supplied by local businesses 
in Kalamazoo. 

Attendance IS free 
but $3 donatIOns are 
encouraged, said Goldstein. 
All proceeds will go to the 
YWCA program for abused 
women in Kalamazoo, which 
supports victims of domestic 
violence. 

Men and women are 
encouraged to attend. 

"This is about celebrating 
women's musical abilities 

everyone's invited to 
participate," said Goldstein. 

3:00 - K's Acabellas 

3:30 - Emily Einhorn 

4:00 -Poetry with Di Seuss and Spirituality and Health with Jeanne Hess 

and Mary Ellen Ashcroft 

4:45 - Holly Taylor and Emily Basse 

5: 15 - Ultimate Frisbee Workshop with Women's Ultimate Frisbee and 

Yoga with Karen Berthel 

6:00 - FREE DINNER! 

6: 15 - Rachael Davis 

7:00 -Jen Sygit 
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State of Michigan Adopts Student-Designed Pesticide Curriculum 
By JESSICA MAAS 
Staff Writer 

Its not every day that the 
State of Michigan 's Department of 
Agriculture takes a page out of our 
book, but recently anew curriculum 
developed by K CoUege students 
regarding pesticides has been 
adopted by the Capitol. 

The curriculum, which will 
also be translated into Spanish, 
came from the combmation of 
an internship by Marlene Chavez 
K'08 and Rachel Udow K'{)8 
and five students in the service 
learning class entitled "Culture of 
Healtll and Disease in the Hispanic 
Community." Students in this 

class, taught by Professor Maria 
Romero-Eshuis, who worked on the 
curriculum include Emily Adelstem 
K'lO, Emily Moreno K'09, Jessica 
Bard K'08, Amy Allen K'08, and 
Kayla Emeott K' 10. 

The goal of the curriculum is to 
train outreach workers, employers, 
and health care providers in migratlt 
camps, and ultimately increase 
reports of pesticide exposure. 

Symptoms of pesticide 
exposure can seem mild and include 
skin rashes, eye irritation, blurred 
vision, nausea, and difficulty 
breatlling, but the effects can also 
be very severe, resulting in such 
diagnoses as cancer, infertility, 

miscarriage, birth defects, and 
memory loss. 

Udow and Chavez have 
participated in an internship witll 
Farm Worker Legal Services in 
Bangor, Mich. all year and when 
an attorney there wanted to ratse 
awareness about pesticides in 
Michigan. the two began working 
with him to do so. 

For Chavez, the cause is 
personal. 

"I was a migratlt worker since 
1 was 12 years old," she said. "You 
just work and you need the money. 
I wasn't aware of the pesticides at 
aU." 

This spring tlrrough the efforts 

of the Director of Service Learnmg, 
Alison Geist, tile two parties 
cOIU1ected and created the "Pesticide 
Awareness Campaign." 

Other projects in Romero's 
class this term include "Oral Health 
in the Hispanic Community," 
"Visions of Latino Health," and 
"Health Education at Lincoln 
School." 

The Pesticide Action Project 
is composed of two groups: one 
to form the curriculwn to raise 
awareness, and another to work 
on tile health-care provider aspect 
and find the best way to train 
professionals on how to identify 
pesticide exposure. 

Chavez said that there are 
about 46,000 migratlt workers in 
Michigan, including fanlilies. 

"Just imagine how many of 
them have probably been exposed 
to pesticides," she said. 

The group will be speaking at 
the Southwest Migratlt Resource 
COWlcil Conference on May 30 
in Lawrence, Mich. on me topic 
of "Pesticide Action Campaign 
Performance." Udow and Chavez 
will continue to work Wlm Farm 
WorkerLegalServicestl1roughout 
the SWllDler. 

Romero is very excited for 
tile impact the project will make. 
"It's going to be huge," she said 

Voices From Abroad:. What Happens in Madrid ... 
By PAUL ELLIS. 
Contributor 

When you hear the word 'mullet,' 
what comes to mind? Business in 
front, party 
in back? A 
hairstyle 
from the 
1980s? How 
the common 
'hick' wears 
his hair? Well, 
after a quarter 
abroad in 
Spain, mullet 
has a new 
meaning. It is 
the hairdo that 
70 percent of 
teens wear. 
It's apparent 
that Spain 
is about 20 
years behind 
the times 
when it comes 
to hairstyle 
considering 
the mullet is 
fashionable. 

What else 
is there to learn in Spain? Do not 
go to any of the major parks. There 

you will find many things worth 
seeing: street performers, statues, 
large grassy fields to lie out in ... a 
multitude of worthwhile things that are 

saying! 

immediately 
cpuntered 
by people 
walking 
around in 
life-sized 
Teletubby 
costumes! I 
can't think 
of anything 
scarier than 
a giant 
Teletubby 
chasing after 
you trying 
to sell you 
balloons, and 
to make it 
worse, I can't 
tell if he is 
trying to sell 
me something 
or trying to 
molest me. 
You can't 
understand 
what they are 

Another comic piece of Spanish 

culture ... the drinking age. As you 
can see in this picture, this four-year
old is pounding back a beer prior 
to the start of a Real Madrid soccer 

drinking the same beverage out of the 
same cup. And there is no way that 
40-year-olds are drinking apple juice 
before a soccer game in Europe. 

And 
finally, 
people say 
Americans 
are 
irresponsible 
when it 

PhoroslPaui F1lis 

Ellis reflectS on the many eye-opening 
experiences he has had so far while 
studying abroad in Madrid this spring. 

comes to 
drinking. 
But I. have 
evidence 
that proves 
otherwise. 
This man, 
passed out on 
top of the car 
with vomit at 
his feet, is a 
European. 
He was in 
the bar 1 was 
at and was 
not speaking 
one bit of 
English. He 
happened to 

game. How do you know that's beer? 
Because everyone else there was 

stumble out 
about five minutes before 1 left the bar 
- 10 and behold, this was his fate. 
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Kaleidoscope Emphasizes True Intention of Crystal Ball 
Continued from page 1 

misunderstanding," allowing nunonty 
groups to explore themselves without fear ofbeing 
ostracized by finding comfort in the company of 
others with whom they share similar experiences. 
Often minorities' concerns and experiences are 
discredited, and safe spaces are constructed in 
order to provide the recognition so frequently 
denied, she said 

''Gay K," a nickname known to many in the 
greater Kalamazoo area (specifically, the western 
Michigan University community) empbasizes the 
need for safe space for gay and lesbian students, 
said Einspahr. 

But some people on campus say that 
misunderstandin is very much a part of 
Crystal BaIl and that upperclassmen have kept 
the dance alive, but have fuiled to pass down 
understanding and respect for Crystal BaIl's 
integrity. Upperclassrnen, attendees of the dance 
in years past, have drawn attention to the growing 
trend among women to dress skimpily, instead of 
in drag. 

EmilyThomasK'08,leaderofKaleidoscope, 
bas "noticed a steady decline in taste since 
fre;>brnan year," explaining that three years ago, 
the dance was attended in significantly more drag, 
with "overwhelming participation fium female 
students." 

For Thomas, Crystal BaIl is intended to dispel 
themyththat socially women can'tweardrag.One 
of her goals for Crystal BaIl '08 is to "encourage 

people to stay true to the intention of Crystal BaIl 
and wear drag." According to Thomas, last year 
was one of the worst she remembers, noting 
women were particularly scandalous in their attire, 
and drag was on the decline. 

For many on K's campus, risque attire is what 
Crystal BaIl bas corne to be known for - that and 
the overwhelming gender split between men who 
dress III drag and women who wear very little at 
aIL This trend bas led some students and faculty to 
question whether it is more socially acceptable for 
one sex to cross-dress than it is for the other. 

To many students on campus, particularly 
fust-years, the link between gender and sexuality 
bas not been bridged, nor is it being clari.fied by 
Crystal BaIl. According to Einspahr, '1earned 
ideas about gender have shaped the way we think 
about sexuality." 

In a SUlVey of 70 fust-year students, 56 
had heard of Crystal BaIl. Of those 56 students, 
less than half knew who sponsored the dance or 
could identifY meaning with Crystal BaIl's cross
dressing. In the same pool, 24 students correctly 
identified it as a drag dance, and 13 described it 
simply as "slutty," "sleazy," or "naked." 

Emily Walker K' II first heard about Crystal 
BaIl while she was on LandSea. Her leader, a 
2JXJl Kalamazoo College graduate, gave Walker 
the impression that "mostly boys dress like girls 
and girls just dress s1utty." And this made sense to 
her. 

"I think it would be more tim fur boys to 
dress up as girls than it would be for girls to dress 

up as boys," said Walker. 
Alex Bae K'08 agreed. "For girls it will 

be hard because they always worry about their 
appearance," he said 

Several women on campus, students and 
professors alike, have identified Crystal BaIl as a 
fun night and a great dance, but at the same time, 
reject it as an event capable of raising awareness 
about gender and sexuality. 

Members of POWER, the feminist group 
on campus, have mixed feelings for the dance. 
Several women agreed it is fun, but others view it 
as insulting and oppressive. 

"I tend to be the radical member of 
POWER," said Sara Goldstein K'08, prefacing 
her explanation ofhow Crystal BaIl mocks female 
oppression and ptlIJlctuates society's greater 
acceptance of effeminate males and gay men, 
over masculine women and lesbians. 

"It is profoundly offensive that men take 
amusement in dressing up in the pieces of 
women's oppression," said Goldstein. "Let's 
mock the way women have been oppressed over 
the last I 00 years." 

Goldstein, a senior applying to PhD 
programs in women's studies, explains that all 
too often society spins being gay and lesbian and 
dressing masculine or feminine, in such a way that 
women are portrayed as "aDgIy dykes," and men 
are portrayed more softly, as ''tnetro;exuaIs.'' 

According to Kaleidoscope, Crystal BaIl 
aims to raise awareness and open minds in any 
way it can. 

"It is unfortunate that people are Wlllware 

of the struggle of people who are transgender, 
transsexual, or simply enjoy cross-dressing due to 
the social stigma placed upon them," said Aaron 
Quiiiones K'08, a leader of Kaleidoscope in an 
email "Our event is ainled at allowing a place for 
people to represent their sexuality however they 
choose." 

Quiiiones characterizes Crystal BaIl as "fun, 
outrageous, and controversial." 

And is the dance, or are its attendees, slutty? 
According to Quifiones, it doesn't matter one way 
or the other. 

'The bottom line is that Crystal BaIl is an 
event where anyone and everyone can come and 
display their sexuality, whatever that may be and 
however they so choose. We can't and shouldn't 
deny people entIy because they dress too risque, 
or because they didn't dress in drag," he said in 
an email. 

"It's okay to be over sexuaIized," said Dayna 
Doman K'09, also a leader of Kaleidoscope. The 
dance is intended to open minds, and skimpy attire 
doesn't ~ this point, she said 

A message, the one seemingly most lost in 
campus dialogue, is that, in Quiiiones's words, 
Crystal BaIl is "about abandoning judgment and 
having a good tirne while expressing a side of one's 
sexuality that doesn't always get expressed" 

Whether Crystal BaIl's original meaning 
bas been distorted or not, according to Dornan, 
"Any expression of your sexuality Kaleidoscope 
supports 100 percent" 

Music Review: Third by Portishead 
By JOSEPH SCHAFER 
Staff Writer 

It's been a long, strange voyage 
for Trip Hop as a genre tllese past 
few years, as any dedicated fan of 
the genre will tell you. Chances are 
if you aren't one of those dedicated 
funs you have no idea what I'm 
talking about, so it's time for a little 
learning. 

Trip Hop, or The Bnstol Solmd 
as it is sometimes called, is a genre 
of electronic music from - Sluprise 
surprise - Bristol, England The 
focus of Trip Hop is a deep, smooth, 
psychedelic sowld with a surprising 
mellow creepiness to it on a whole. 
Trip Hop's never really caught 
on outside of England, but if you 
know a Trip Hop band this side of 

the puddle it's eitller Massive Attack 
or PortJ.shead: the seerningly-{jead 
lupster vanguards of a genre on lite 
support. 

.. ,That is, of course, before 
Third. 

T71ini is PortJ.shead's, well, tIurd 
a1bwn, and comes after a whopping 
eleven years of silence from both the 
band and the genre as a whole. Ladies 
and gentlemen, If there is one album 
that will make a Trip Hop fan out of 
you, it is this album. Every solllld 
sample, note, and beat on the disc 
shimmers like a penny at the bottom 
of a dark pool: brilliant, sparse, and 
just dirty enough to be worth the reach. 
The songs all maintain a sensual, 
intimate atmosphere, and stay chilly, 
but soft and fuzzy enough with which 

to snuggle up. Every hook is addictive, 
but not annoying thanks to the mild 
and inviting digital production. 

Of course the cool, repetitive 
nature of the songs ouly serves to 
counter and lughlight the focus of 
all PortJ.shead's music: the stuoning 
vOice of Beth Gibbons. Gibbons bas 
always been the # 1 reason to listen to 
PortJ.shead's music, and she simply 
smolders on every single track. Her 
voice is deep, soulful and ,beautifully 
wounded without approaching 
hamminess. Not one perfonnance is 
phoned in, and every note wavers just 
long enough to feel like a romantic 
dagger through any listener's heart. I 
feel bad just gushing on and on about 
an artist with no negative criticism 
(so call me fanboy now if you must), 

but this is just fur and away the most 
striking and hypnotic female vocal 
perfonnance I've beard in a while. 

The song lengths are rather 
diverse for a band used to radio
length, perhaps to match the array of 
instruments they use. "Deep Water" 
meanders in under two minutes long 
and predominantly features a ukulele. 
while "Machine Gun" uses a volley 
of drum machine rolls to make its 
five-minute length seem like thirty 
seconds. "Small" and "We Carry On" 
are the longest songs PortJ.shead's 
ever tried but both are so filled with 
nostalgia and catchiness that they, too, 
feel rather brisk. 

Thewholealbwn, infact, feels like 
a quick dive into a lake by moonlight 
These and other such romantic images 

are frequently conjured and played 
with by Gibbons' voice and thick 
sampled string sections - basically 
the whole album sounds like the act 
oflovemaking. I have no doubt that 
Portishead themselves intended for 
this album to reside pennanently 
next to the stereo systems of chain 
smoking smooth-talkers. Doubters 
need only listen to opening track 
"Hunter," which makes up in 
tunefulness what it lacks in subtlety. 
In short, this is tile best kind of make
out album: the kind that evokes 
mood as well as passion and, rather 
than growing old with repeat listens, 
will likely continue to reveal deeper 
intrigue. Thini was worth the wait for 
funs, and is a must-listen for anybody 
interested. 
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Students "Take Back the Night" With March, Discussions 
Continued from page 1 rational," she said. 

Although emotions and opinions 
varied from woman to woman, one 
consensus could be drawn: all were tired 
of seeing instances of rape and sexual 
abuse be Ignored, and kept out of view 
from the public. "Take Back the Night" 
made clear that such instances are more 
common than many realize - maybe 
even more common than statistics show 
- as they often go unreported. 

consent, they had said, "Yes means yes. 
No means yes. No means ... " (Their third 
statement was inappropriate to print.) 

age" to warn girls about what to do should 
they ever experience abuse or rape. 

Michelle Stinson K'08, in her speech 
prior to the march. "The person I was 
before the rape did not survive," she 
said. 

When the event came to an end 

During the discussion in the park, 
several women gave terrifying first-hand 
accounts of rape and sexual assault. 
Their confessions revealed extreme 
feelings of violation, fear, and confusion, 
as well as an overwhelming inability 
to decide where to go or who to tell. 
Many were frustrated with mothers and 
other family members who brushed off 
the topic of sexual assault as taboo and 
inappropriate. 

"Every two minutes, someone in the 
US is sexually assaulted," said Stinson. 
According to Mackenzie Fowler K' 11, 
"60 percent of sexual assault and rape is 
unreported. " 

Furthermore, K women 

Goldstein 
admitted that the 
reason POWER 
hosts "Take Back 
the Night" each 
year is because 
cases of rape and 
sexual assault 
on campus never 
cease. 

"Each year, 
they have new 
stories to tell," 
she said. 

near II :30 
p.m., 
walked 

students 
back 

down Academy 
among friends, 
continuing to 
talk about the 
importance of 
the event, and the 
need for the rest 
of society to not 
only hear, but to 
"actually listen" 
to the needs of 

"I am sick of being angry, but more 
so, I am sick of apologizing for my 
anger," said Katie Gifford K'08 in her 
speech. 

acknowledged the presence of rape and 
sexual assault at K College. In addition 
to victims' numerous testimonies of rape 
and assault on campus, Sara Goldstein 
K'08, an organizer of the event, had been 
mocked by male students as she chalked 
the sidewalk earlier that day. Goldstein 
did not hesitate to repeat their disturbing 
joke. In reference to women's sexual 

the 
Towards 

end of 
. women. 

Photo/Sara Goldstein Sea k e r 
Participants in "Take Back the Night" lead J i I P I ian 

Her sentiment echoed that of Brady 
Donaldson K'08, who said that as a 
"feminist," she could not see why others 
would view her ideals as radical. 

"My beliefs are not radical, but 

conversation in 
Bronson Park, march to Bronson Park last Thursday. M c L aug h lin 
women looked 
to the future, asking what they could do 
to prevent other women from becoming 
victims. They relayed fears for younger 
siblings, questioning what age is the "right 

K'IO's words 
rang clear: "We need to forge a society 
where sexual assault never happens in the 
first place, because there are some things 
you just can't take back." 

One Student's Reflection on Taking Back the Night 
ByMACKENZ~FOWLER 

Contributor 

Two weeks ago I ran 
a 25k race in downtown 
Grand Rapids that was 
both painfully difficult and 
incredibly empowering. 
Crossing the finish line, 
lungs screaming and 
muscles cramping, r felt 
like I could do anything. For 
three months r had trained 
by myself, dragging my 
body out of bed, my shoes 
beating the sun to the road 
as I ran thirteen miles with 
nothing but my thoughts for 
company. 

Last [Thursday] night 
I took part in an event that 
was more difficult than any 
5 a.m. run and more painful 
than that 25k. However, 
it was more empowering 
than anything I have yet 

to expenence. That event 
was Take Back the Night, 
and reading my introductory 
speech was the easiest part of 
the evening. 

The hard part of the 
evening was listenmg to 
the other women speaking, 
hearing the pam m their 
voices, seeing the tears in their 
eyes. Listening to their stories 
and experiences, I was drawn 
back into my own nightmare, 
the young girl that used to 
be me silently screammg. I 
managed to hold my outward 
appearance together until a 
woman I greatly admire stood 
up to speak and began·to cry. 
I wanted nothing more than to 
go hug her as tears streamed 
down my face and my own 
friend took my hand. 

r felt weak, vulnerable, 
and scared but those emotions 

were short-lived as I picked 
up my homemade fruit-can 
rattle and joined with the 
other women and began to 
march. We marched together, 
screaming as loud as we 
could (aided by our new 
megaphone) vanous chants 
which demanded an end to 
sexual violence UOlted by 
determination we marched 
down the center of Academy 
St. forcing various vehicles 
to give us, a group of women, 
the right of way. 

I have never felt the way 
I did that night, shakmg that 
fruit can and yelling rhyming 
chants surrounded by my 
sisters who were screaming 
just as loud as I was! No 
amount of muscle could ever 
make me feel that strong, no 
weapon 'could make me feel 
as powerful, no endorphins 

could ever cause me to feel as 
on top of the world as I was 
marching down that street. 

However, my endorphins 
quickly evaporated as I took 
part in the women-only speak 
out at Bronson Park and 
tears once again gathered in 
my eyes. We sat ·in a circle, 
sharing our experiences and 
our anger, letting out the 
raw emotions that for some 
of us had always remained 
suppressed. We llsted, we 
cried, we shared, we held 
each other, and even though I 
was in the middle of a public 
park at IIp.m., I felt safe. 

As the evening grew later 
and the discussion slowed we 
decided, it was time to close 
the evening. Holding our 
individual candles we stood, 
surrounding the Take Back 
the Night banner that rested 

in the middle of our circle. 
One by one, we blew out 
our candle, dedicating it to 
ourselves or someone we 
loved. 

While was not 
marching and chanting. that 
feeling of unity as flames 
were slowly extinguished 
was stronger than ever. 
I was exhausted, my 
emotions worn down, yet 
I felt strong and powerful. 
At the moment I knew I 
could do anything, because 
for the first time in three 
and a half years I didn't 
feel so alone. I knew that 
this was one run that would 
never end, that this journey 
towards healing and change 
was one where I would have 
more than my thoughts for 
company; I would have my 
sisters. 
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IHairy legs and hidden pony-tails: a Crystal Ball tradition I 

. In the tradition of Crystal Ball, 
'men dressed as women and women 
dressed like men. Some just wore 

hardly anything at all. 

"Of what I remember it was really 
fun. It was a good time." 

A look into 
the past 

through the 

A collage from 
Indexes past 

by Sara Whalen, 
Art Editor 
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Y/ey Sen;of'S: 
SKWIRRELS By JAMES SPICA 

Last Call.' 

With only 17 days until graduation, The Index is putting 
together a special issue to celebrate your last four (or five ... ) 
years here at K. Please send us photos from some of your 
favorite memories from your college career, whether it's 
DOGL freshman year, a great study abroad experience, or 
just you and your friends hanging out on the ~ad. Please 
submit your pho~os to index@kzoo.edu NO LATER 
THAN SUNDAY, JUNE 1 with the date, occasion, and 
names of all those who appear in each picture. Keep in 
mind that inappropriate entries will neither be printed nor 
appreciated. 

·PLEASE DON'T JUMp, ALBERT! THE END OF AN ABYSMAL FISCAL 
YEAR IT MAY BE- BUT THE END OF THE WORLD IT IS NOT!" 

From the CCD: Gradua ting Jobless . .. And Tha t ' s OK! 
By CAITLIN PAUL 
Contributor 

I am a senior and a career 
advisor and I don't have a job 
lined up for after graduation. 
While the irony of being a 
jobless career advisor often 
strikes me as sad, I can't help 
but get excIted about of all of 
the resources available to me as 
a Kalamazoo College graduate. 
For those of you who aren't so 
hopeful about finding something 
useful to do this summer, I have 
compiled a short list of basic 
job-search concepts to keep in 
mind for when you're feeling 
panicky: 

The value of a "K" 

education 
Let's face it: Kalamazoo 

College is not Harvard. If 
you're looking for a job outside 
of Michigan, there are few that 
will have heard of it. Don't let 
that discourage you. A liberal 
arts education provides several 
advantages: you know how 
to write, think critically and 
verbalize about many different 
issues. Play those qualities to 
your advantage, and people 
will see that you are competent 
enough to be a great employee. 

The power of networking 
Networking is truly about 

who you meet and converse with 
each and every day. Here are 

some initial steps to take when 
going about the networking 
process: 

Step 1: Identify a company 
or industry that you are 
interested in most. 

Step 2: Create a list of 
varying contacts 

-A "hot" contact is someone 
you know very well 

-A "warm" contact is 
someone that is in your ext~nded 
network 

-A "cold" contact is 
someone you actually do not 
know but who works with a 
company or organization of 
interest. 

Step 3: Notify those in your 
network of interest. 

Step 4: Begin first with 
an introductory phone call or 
email. 

-Explain why you are 
calling 

-Request and secure an 
Informational Interview 

I promise, "networking" is 
not a dirty word. It's not even 
fake or misleading or dishonest. 
Of course none of us wants to 
have to beg for a job or feel 
like we're sucking up to find 
one, but the age-old principal 
still holds true: It's all about 

who you know. Of course, what 
you know is still important, but 
if you are going to get a job, 
you need to build a good social 
reputation. 

Searching where you want 
to be does work 

Like many new grads, I 
want to be in Chicago for the 
next couple of years. Speaking 
with alumni who have found 
themselves in tbe same situation 
(jobless) as I am, I have found 
that time and again it helps to 
be where you want to work. 
With a little money for rent 
and a list of people and places 
to visit, you're bound to find 
something. 



Hicks Center Opens Its Doors 
By USA PHIIl.lPS 
News Editor 

After a school year of 
anticipatIOn, the large glass doors 
of the new Hicks Center are 
finally open. 

President Eileen Wilson
Oyelaran welcomed students and 
staff to the opening of the brand
new Arcus Atrtum in Hicks 
Center on Tuesday morning. 

"Welcome to the heart and 
hearth of our campus," she said 

The opening was a partial 
one, as the Arcus Atrium is the 
only section of the building 
accessible to the public. Director 
of Facilities Management Paul 
Manstrom anticipates that the 
entire building project will be 
completcd in early July. 

The building was designed 
with studcnt rela.'<ation in mind. 

"The idea was to make it 
a hang-out space - we wanted 

a place on campus with a non
academic emphasis. We hope 
students use it to get away from 
academic pressures we all know 
are at K," said Manstrom. 

Students reaction was 
generally very positive. 

"It feels really spacious and 
bright," said Joel Greenblatt K'09. 

Added John Baxa K'09. "The 
skylight and view of the quad really 
open up the building." 

First-yeatS talked of their 
excitement to use the building in 
the cOming years. 

"As someone who likes doing 
their reading at 3 A.M .. I'm excited 
to have a 24-hour study space," 
said Leeor Schweitzer K' II. 

"1 think it looks like a great 
place to hang out with friends 
and do homework somewhere 
other than the library," said Julie 
Kedroske K' II. 

As the ribbon was cut, the 

President 
offered a special 
thankstodonors, 
the workers of 
FacMan, and 
to this year's 
seruors, who 
"gave up both 
library and 
Hicks space 
to make this 
renovation 
possible 
throughout their 
yeatS here." she 
said. 

She also 
Photo! Anthony Dugal Photography 

President Wilson-Oyelaran points out new fearnres of the new Arcus atrium. 
highlighted the 
environmental-friendliness of the 
new budding. as it is the first LEED 
certified facility in Kalamazoo. "We 
took the lead on LEED," she said. 

TheonJyotheropeningplanned 
for Hicks this school year is Senior 
Soiree, which will take place in the 

new banquet hall located in the east 
end of the building .. 

The Arcus Atrium will 
remain open from 8:30 A.M. 
to 4:00 P.M. for the rest of the 
quarter, as the majority of the 
east end of the building is still 

under construction. Many rooms 
in the West section, underneath 
the Cafeteria, are available for 
viewing but remain locked. The 
new student cafe, called the 
Richardson Room, will remain 
closed imtil fall quarter. 

Chaplain Ashcroft to Leave Kalamazoo IN THIS ISSUE 
By]illJAN MCLAUGHLIN 

Features Editor 

At almost any hour of the day 
or night, students can be found 
sitting in the Cavern. They drink tea, 
read books, meditate, or carry on 
conversations and enjoy the cookies 
provided. It's difficult to believe 
onJy three years ago, the beloved 
Cavern was used as an office. 

It was then that Reverend Dr. 
Mary Ellen Ashcroft transfonned 
the space after accepting the position 
as college chaplain. A few weeks 

ago, she announced her departure 
from the college. 

Ashcroft plans to start a retreat 
center in Minnesota 

"It's the kind of thing where 
your financial planner says • What?", 
laughed Ashcroft. "But you only 
have one life to live." 

The retreat center she 
envisions will provide trips into the 
wilderness, mainly catered toward 
clergy in need of reflection and in 
keeping with her love of literature, 
Ashcroft plans to use literature to 

approach issues. 
During her time here at K, 

teaching literature was another 
way Ashcroft contributed to the 
community. She is currently 
teaching a women's literature course 
and she taught an African literature 
course last spring. 

But leaving the college will 
allow Ashcroft the opportunity to 
pursue other interests that have 
taken a backseat due to her busy 
schedule. 

Continued on page 12 

SENIOR EDITORS SIGN OFF 
Their final word 3 

REFLECfING UPON '07-'08 
K community looks back 

MAKING HEADLINES 
Four years of Index history 6-7 

GRADUATIONS PAST 
A historical look at Commencement 8-9 

MUSIC REVIEW 
Red Album by Baroness 12 



2 EWS I The Index, June 5, 2008 

Dearly Beloved: LAC Explores Meaning of Marriage 
By LESLIE PETROVICH 
Staff\1\'mer 

Last WeJne elY ~tudcnts III the 
chare fourd themselves e ... joying 
a weddhg willi a twist, courtesy of 
KaleIdoscope. 

"The Wedding" 
LAC was deSigned to 
explore the complex 
nature of love and 
marriage within 
the context of the 
debate surrounding 
same-sex marnage 
rights in the United 
States. It featured a 
processional, a host 
of readings on love 
and marriage, and 
a candle-lighting 
ceremony. 

After several 

m,lIe palf and a female-female paIr, 
5 ''''~erting the typical ceremony and 
tllgeer.ne the audience to cons'ider 
what IS truly involved in a successful 
partnership 

After she repeated to the 

These accounts were m the couples' 
own words and detailed the difficulties 
of hvmg outsIde the heterosexua. 
norm, but also the rewards of theIr 
long term relation hips These stortes 
werc both heartwarming and h~art. 

wrenchIng, from one 
couple's account of 
marriagc In Canada 
to another's story of 
deep financial anxiety 
when one woman 
was refused access to 
her partner's health 
care benefits. A few 
students also shared 
their own thoughts 
on love, human 
rights, and marriage 
as an institution. 

couples walked Into 
Stetson to the falDt 
hum of traditional 
wedding music, two 
couples stood center 
stage and Chaplain 
Mary Ellen Ashcroft 

Phoco/Komai Chugluai 

"The Wedding" explored the complexity oflove and marriage in today's society. 

"The Wedding" 
pushed the same-sex 
marriage debate out 
ofthe economic realm 
and addressed it as a 
human rights issue; 
it exposed many of 
the inconsistencies 
and oppressions of 

began with the usual "We are gathered 
here" address and spoke on the 
importance oflove, companionship, and 
emotional security within a marriage. 

At a prompt from Ashcroft, the 
two couples switched to form a male-

homosexual couples what she had said 
to them as heterosexuals, students 
from Kaleidoscope, the College 
Democrats, ACLU, and the Chapel 
read poetry, songs, Bible verses, and 
stories of real-life same sex couples. 

America's civil marriage policy and, 
so the planners hoped, compelled 
the audience to walk away with new 
impressions of what marriage is and 
why it is necessary to offer 11 as a right 
and not a privilege. 
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Kalamazoo Sophomore Proves That Anarchists Actually Do Organize 
By JESSICA MAAS 
Staff Writer 

On April IS, 200S, Elizabeth 
Chiaravalli K'IO traveled to Chicago 
for the second year of the weekend 
conference "Finding Our Roots" also 
known as "Anarchist Organizing in 
the Midwest" 

"I guess how it sounds is like, 
anarchists - organizing - that's 
weird," said Chiaravalli. "It's kind of 
to provide solidarity for each other's 
causes." 

Numerous groups were there, 
including Food Not Bombs and 
Earth First The conferenoe featured 
a variety of presentations, including 
an important one by a group from 

St Paul, Minn., who is planning to 
protest the National Convention that 
will take place in the city. 

According to Chiaravalli, the 
protest is planned regardless of 
which political party is scheduled to 
convene in St Paul and it will occur 
because voters can't check "No" 
on the ballot, or vote to not have a 
president 

At the conference, Andrew 
Flood of Ireland presented a 
workshop entitled "Creating a 
Popular A.narchism," in which he 
discussed the danger Shell is putting 
Irish people in by nmning an oil 
pipeline near homes. For Chiarava1li, 
this issue is of particular importance 

as she intends to travel to Ireland 
this swmner to intern for a group 
protesting the pipeline. 

Chiaravalli explained Shell is 
building an oil refinery off the coast 
of Ireland and instead of refining the 
crude oil off the shore and piping it 
back to the mainland, Shell is using 
a high-speed, higb pressw-e pipeline 
to pump it back five times as fust 
without refining it The line nms 
through a town of 97 people, within 
230 feet ofhornes. 

"It could kill everyone in the 
town twioe and still fit the safety 
standards," said Chiarava1li, who 
explained that five fanners have 
been jailed for refusing to allow 

Shell on their land Shell has sinoe 
asked the polioe to Slop arresting 
people because they don't want bad 
press. Polioe have resorted instead to 
physically banning dissenters. 

Rossport Solidarity Camp in 
Ireland, where Chiaravalli will be 
interning this summer, is directly in 
the way of where Shell needs to go. 
Every Thursday for a few months, 
everyone from the organization goes 
and stands in the street, preventing 
cars from passing, said Chiaravalli. 
All the back up, she said, adds up. 

Chiaravalli began to identifY as 
an anarchist during her last two years 
ofhigb school. She said that it is really 
all about having personal agency. 

"I believe that you know how 
to take care of yourself better than I 
know how to take care of your selt;" 
she said. "It's not necessarily about 
starting to overthrow the government 
now, it's about how I apply these 
ideas to my everyday life." 

This idea urges people to focus 
on their own communities, and she 
encourages the K community to 
attend the Free Market on the Quad 
this Saturday, JWlC .,... Students can 
bring items that they don't want or 
need anymore and exchange them 
for someone else's items. 

"It's like a garage sale," 
Chiaravalli said, "but there's no 
money." . 

r 
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Dear readers, 
First and 

foremost, I 
would like 
to thank you. 
Whether this be 
your first, last or 
one of several 
instances 
picking up The 
Index for a look 

I am grateful for your readership. 
This year I had the honor of being 

one on a team of three Executive 
Editors: myself, Jessica Bard and Katie 
Coaster. These two women became my 
Monday and Tuesday night family after 
spending hours upon hours editing, 
deleting, writing and placing stories 
together every week. While these late 
nights spent hopped up on caffeine 
opened the door for several fits of 
laughter and loopy tangents, these nights 
also created a space for us to share our 
frustrations and fears as seniors, discuss 
the intentions of joumalisrQ in reference 

I am not a 
huge fan of the 
phrase "look at 
the big picture." 
This could be for 
several reasons: 
1) people' usually 
use it for advice 
when they have 
nothing to say 

that's actually helpful; 2) I heard it about 
six times a day in training sessions for 
when.l worked as a cheerleading camp 
counselor; or 3) I'm perfectly content 
living in the small picture. 

However, this mantra (along with a 
few others that are not fit to print) has 
been invaluable to me in my time as an 
Executive Editor of the Index this year. 

Looking at the big picture means not 
only keeping track of what is going on 
in my own small comer of K's campus, 
but of what LAC might be gomg on 
two weeks from now that might need 
covering, and which staff member might 
be interested in covering it. It means 

to The Index and foster bonds that may 
not have otherwise received the chance 
to develop. It will take an infinite 
amount of lonely Monday and Tuesday 
nights before I forget these wonderful 
women. 

What makes a successful team 
is greatness on every level. For The 
Index, this extends beyond its senior 
leaders, to its genre editors to its first 
time staff writers and copy editors. It is 
with confidence that we pass the paper 
on to a very talented, passionate and 
experienced group of underclassmen. 

While this year has presented 
some challenges, my experience as 
an Executive Editor of The Index IS 
invaluable. I have not only sharpened 
my own journalistic skills but have 
formed an intimate relationship with 
our campus community by reading your 
stories, hearing your voices. 

It has been my deepest honor to 
document the present as a piece of the 
past for those of the future. 

--Nora Seilheimer, Executive Editor 

not only looking at our newspaper from 
an editor's standpoint, but from that of 
a copy editor, a staff writer, a subject, 
a reader, or someone who peruses the 
paper merely looking at pictures. 

It means not only keeping myself 
in check on late Tuesday nights when I 
am bouncing off the walls wishing we 
were done putting the paper together, 
but making sure Nora and Jessica stay 
on track too (which I do by testing their 
annoyance levels until they'd rather be 
productive than talk to me). 

During my time as an editor, 
looking at the big picture has kept me 
sane. It has allowed me to overcome 
the setbacks we've experienced and to 
feel a sense of gratitude for what we've 
been able to build together. And finally, 
it has given me an appreciation for our 
underclassmen and future editors whose 
responsibility it will be to find it in the 
years to come. 

So here's to the big picture, and 
thank you all for helpmg me see it. 

--Katie Coaster, Executive Editor 

If you ever 
have a free 
afternoon or 
just need to find 
some peace and 
quiet, head up 
to the third floor 
of the library to 
the Kalamazoo 
CollegeArchives. 

Tons of sometimes dusty artifucts from the 
College's past may be found there, including 
copies ofK's student newspaper dating back 
over 1 ()() years. 

Looking through some of the old issues 
of The Index (known by many other names 
throughout its history), I'm amazed to see 
what past students wanted to know about, 
what was a really big deal, what was actually 
allowed to be published, and, most of all, 
what it was to be a student here at different 
moments in the school's history. I wonder 
what someone will think in 20, 50, 1 ()() years 
when they read my name in the staff box, 
and I wonder what today's paper will tell 
them about this moment in K's history. 

I'm amazed 
graduation is 
finally here. 
Much of my 
time here has 
been writing 
about sports 
for the Index 
and I found It at 
times exciting, 
frustrating, and 
overwhelming. 

I do think the three executive editors 
made It a thousand times better and made 
my life easier as well, so 1 do appreciate 
their support on this paper. 

Even though I wrote sports entirely 
by myself, these ladies put in so much 
work and effort that I looked lazy in 
comparison. Actually, they may have 
called me lazy at one point in time. 

Covering sports was worth the work, 
and I'm amazed at the level of student
athletes we have here. It still blows my 
nund how much time and energy the 
athletes put into their sports here, and to 
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It's easy to take ownership of this paper 
I honestly can't remember a Tuesday 

mght that I've been on campus and have 
not been working on The Index. However, 
everyone on this campus, past, present and 
future, is responsible for this newspaper, not 
just Nora, Katie or me. The Index is meant as 
a place for dialogue, and should show future 
generations what was a big deal to us. I'm 
encouraged by Letters to the Editors (even 
the critical ones), as it shows that The Index 
is being used for its intended purpose. 

For me, working on The Index these 
past four years has helped me feel more 
connected to the Kalamazoo College 
community and all the moments in K's 
history that this paper represents. I want to 
thank Nora and Katie for always sticking 
through to the end of those long Tuesday 
nights. I also want to thank our fantastic staff 
for making this year such a positive one. 
Most of a11, I want to thank all of you who 
pick up a copy of The Index every Thw-sday 
- this paper is yours. 

So, thanks. 
-Jessica Bard, Executive Editor 

that I tip my hat. 
I will say I appreciated the times I 

got to write a column and just rant. Again, 
thanks to the editors for those. 

Overall, I feel like this was a great 
opportunity for me to become more 
involved in the campus life here at "K." 
I got to work with some amazing people 
and got to write about a subject that I 
love. 

With that, I bid farewell and hope 
next year's editors do a great job. On that 
note, I'm sure they will need a Sports 
Editor, as I'd hate to see the back page 
disappear next year. 

Take it from me, it's worth the 
work. 

--Ted Magdzinski. Sports Editor 
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Robyn's Day In The Life Of .. A Soon-To-Be K College Grad 
By ROBYN MCBRIDE 
stalfWriter 

"I don't know" has defined my life 
during my last year of college. Whether 
in response to a question asking where 
I am going to live next year, how I am 
going to use a Spanish degree or why I 
am not going into education, the answer 
remams the same. I am uncertain about 
most thmgs m my future, but there are a 
few things I have gained more certainty 
about as my last year comes to an end. 

back on my senior year and think, "Wow, 
doing those French exercises really paid 
om" (Unless I end up In France .. ) I'd 
rather think about the fun times I spent 
with the people who are Important to 
me. 

I am certain that II'S never too late to 
make new fn9lds. I have made plenty of 
new friends this past quarter; and though 
we may not have all the time in the world 
to spend together, we make sure to enJoy 
each other's company before it's gone. 

want to do and I admire them for that. 
But I (and many others) do not know, and 
for the moment, that's fine with me. 

I am certain that you, and only you, 
know what's best for you. I am going to 
English Nanny and Governess school m 
July, and when I tell people this, some 
think it's awesome and others laugh and 
ask why I'm not "using my education." 
Since I'm pretty sure that all the education 
I have received will not leave me the 
second I graduate, I think I'll stick with 
being a governess. I know what's best for 
me and you all can laugh when my loans 
are paid off in a year and I'm living in an 
exotic location. 

friends and this campus behind, but 
eventually, even if it takes a little while, 
it will be all right. One day we'll all find 
what we love to do, who we love to do 
it with and how to do it and it will be 
amazing. It may be tough to get to that 
place, but it will all be worth it in the 
end. 

I am certain that I will miss every 
single one of you. Whether or not you're 
a senior or we've had class together or 
we played lacrosse together or met at a 
party once or I stalked you on Facebook, 
I will miss you. All of you have been a 
part of my time here at K and I have to 
thank you for that. 

I am certain that sometimes being 
with friends trumps homework. I 
have always been one to pass up class 
assignments for time with people I care 
about, but this year it has been especially 
Important. I would prefer not to look 

I am certain that not everyone should 
go to graduate, law or medical school 
right after graduation. I'm not sure if I 
want to go to graduate school at all, much 
less for what I would obtain an advanced 
degree. Some people do know what they 

I am certain that everything will be 
all right. I am terrified of leaving my 

I am certain that I am uncertain 
about everything else. 

K Community Members Share Their Thoughts on the Past Year 
Compiled by 
MARY B. CORCORAN 
Staff Writer 

Mary Ellen Ashcroft 

Kalamazoo College 
provides wonderful education 
for its students: when they 
graduate they have ~ot only 
expanded their intellectual 
knowledge, they have also 
been stretched in other ways
,by service, study abroad, the 
ordeal of writing a SIP, comps, 
etc. Kalamazoo College is a 
great place for that kind of 
growth. 

And yet.. ... 
I hear stories from 

spirituality group leaders. 
First-years Sink into a chair, "It 
feels so good to be somewhere 
where I can be myself! If I 
didn't have these Monday 
evenings I don't know what 
I'd do ." 

Competition rages 
(between students, amongst 
faculty) - who has the most 
to do - the longest papers to 
write, (or the largest stacks to 
read .... ) 

Seniors sport T-shirts 

reading "K College; Where 
your best has not been good 
enough for 175 years!" 

To its academic rigor, 
to the "heuth" that Hicks 
promises to be, I believe 
K needs to find its "soul." 
The motto "fellowship in 
learning" implies community. 
To be community, all members 
need opportunities to reach 
deep within, to ask the scary 
questions; "Why do I have to 
prove myself by how busy I 
am?" "Why do I feel I need to 
be perfect?" "Why do I have 
to put other people down to 
feel better?" "Why do I have 
to get drunk to be mysel f?" 
"Why do I keep doing more 
and more and finding less and 
less joy?" 

In my three years at K, 
I've seen real longing for this 
depth and community. And I 
know it's here. 

I wish for K College 
to become a community 
valuing meaning, integration, 
compassion and care. I wish 
that these values would be 
so interwoven with academic 
rigor that students (and all the 

community) would not only 
know what they want to do, 
but who they deeply are. In 
the end, that's all that really 
matters. 

Erin Thompson K'll 

Upon graduating from high 
school, I was an overworked, 
overachieving, exhausted 
student who was more than 
ready to begin a fabulous 
college lifestyle. Getting away 
from home, staying out late, 
sleeping in, and taking classes 
three days a week sounded 
like a recipe for a relaxing, fun 
first year at college. Before 
beginning at K, I eagerly 
dropped piano, orchestra, and 
cross country off of my list of 
activities, hoping that having a 
free schedule would be a nice 
change from my super-busy 
high school years. Little did I 
know how Kalamazoo College 
would suck me in. 

By the second week of 
school I was utterly engrossed 
in my philosophy ethics class, 
and had chosen a work-study 
job tutoring three times a 

week (a job I hoped would 
be much more rewarding than 
sitting at a desk). By winter 
quarter, I started piano lessons 
again, continued tutoring, and 
had enrolled in another life
consuming philosophy class. 

By spring quarter I had 
been chosen as the Civic 
Engagement Scholar for CAPS 
tutoring, was enrolled in the 
Building Blocks neighborhood 
organtzmg class, began 
tutoring philosophy ethics 
students, became a peer leader 
and was chosen as a member of 
next year's Women's Resource 
Center - so much for the 
relaxed, low stress freshman 
year I had imagined. 

Even though my first year 
at K didn't turn out how I had 
originally planned, my busy 
schedule made me realize just 
how many opportunilles there 
are here. You can't take two 
steps without encountering 
some chance to get involved, 
step out of your box, or 
discover something you truly 
care about and that is what has 
made my freshman experience 
at K so meaningful and 

rewarding. 

International Student 
Qiqi Li K'lO 

My academic career has 
led me to many new places and 
provided me the opportunity to 
experience different cultures. 
Being at Kalamazoo College, I 
believe, has given mean entirely 
unique, organic feeling. 

Compared to my university 
at home, Kalamazoo College 
is very small. Despite this 
difference, I've enjoyed 
the atmosphere and I guess 
that it is because a small 
college gives me a sense of 
connectedness and general care 
for the community - a feeling 
I have not experienced at other 
schools. It is also very personal; 
people know each other, care 
about and work with each 
other, and a strong and special 
K relationship is built among 
students and faculty. Campus 
life at K is very distinctive; I 
usually work for many hours 
very diligently from Monday 

Continued on page 5 
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to Friday. 
I've found classes here are 

very intensive and homework 
is always overloading, but 
weekends are always crazy -
there are always parties. going 
on! I have lots of friends here 
who over the course of the last 
year have invited me to visit 
their families and show me more 
of the Midwest. It is through my 
new friends that I have found 
excitement both within and 
beyond the K bubble! 

Patrick Tanis K'09 

Let the record show that it 
is entirely impossible to sum 
up the last year in a 200 to 225 
word essay ... so bear with me. 
The high of my 2007-2008 
academic year was my study 
abroad experience in Kenya. 
The low of my 2007-2008 
academic year was my study 
abroad experience in Kenya. 
For four months I lived in a 
country where things were far 
from perfect, but they were 
getting better. I traveled the 
country, met Kenyans from all 
walks of life, and decided that 
being called a "mzungu" wasn't 
so bad after all. 

For the first four months 
I was there, the country was 
in a period of unprecedented 
economic growth and had just 
had two elections that were 
recognized by the international 
community as free and fair. In a 
period ofthree days, I witnessed 
all of that come to a halt. 
Once the beacon of economic 
growth and political stability 
in East Africa, a deeply flawed 
Presidential election caused all 
of this to unravel. and we were 
sent home. Leaving Kenya' early 
was hard, but being back at K 
was great.l no longer recognized 
every face on campus: spent 
a number of Thursday nights 
at Waldo's, and somehow got 

elected Student Commission 
President along the way. So that 
was my junior year, and by all 
projections, senior year is going. 
to be a blast. Go Hornets. 

Megan O'Neill K'08 

The first word that comes to 
mind when I think about the last 
year is ... hard. I once pictured a 
senior year like my time abroad. 
Sure I'd work hard on my SIP, 
and on my comps essay. Sure I'd 
still do homework, but I'd skim 
my readings, and spend more 
time hanging out with friends, 
going to parties and the bar. 

What happened, instead, 
was that once the year started, 1 
barely had time to take a breath. 
I was up to my armpits in ASA 
[Asian Student Association] 
and Frelon. The most common 
excuse 1 gave for anything this 
year? "I have rehearsal." I felt 
I was doing tons of homework. 
But I also changed in ways I 
never anticipated. 

It's hard to reflect without 
sounding like one of those 
supposedly inspirational books 
with inane titles, but this is my 
best shot. 1 learned that there 
are endless possibilities - and 
levels of cleanliness - for off-

campus housing. Visiting other 
seniors is of endless interest. 
It's been harder for me to live 
with friends sometimes than it 
has been with my family. On the 
other hand, I feel as though the 
people I live with have become 
for me, another - admittedly 
dysfunctional family. 

Even though 1 won't be 
graduating with a 4.0 or with 
honors in my department 
-things I badly wish 1 could 
claim - I am really proud of 
the person I've become over my 
last four years here at K. 

Dean Sarah Westfall 

The·things that tend to stand 
out for me about this academic 
year are those that were really 
wonderful, !lDd those that were 
really difficult. 1 participated 
in LandSea, which was really 
good fun. The opportunity to 
meet so many members of the 
first-year class was terrific, 
and pulling off my own "climb 
and rappel" was gratifying. 1 
also enjoyed the opening of the 
year - welcoming new students, 
meeting parents, discussing the 
Summer Common Reading, 
reuniting with returning 
students, and generally enjoying 

the excitement of the fall. 
Many of the student events 

this year were great. The two 
that probably stand out the most 
are the Cirque du K performance 
(I loved that thing they did in 
the dark with the fluorescent 
twirling and spinning things), 
and the spring concert for the 
acapella groups. Both were 
unbelievably fun and really 
showed some of our students at 
their creative best. 

The really difficult public 
thing that comes to mind is 
the recall issue with Student 
Commission at the end of fall 
quarter. My conclusion is that 
the students who were involved 
were trying to do their best, 
both to lead and to improve the 
work of StuComm. [n talking 
with some of those students 
since then, it seems that a lot 
of hard lessons were learned 

about leadership, about 
perceptions, about actions 
being more important than 
words or intentions, and about 
the limits of authority. This 
was a particularly challenging 
moment for everyone who was 
involved in it, and the trust 
between StuComm and the 
College was sorely tested. 

1 think of the excitement of 

opening the renovated dining 
hall in Hicks, and the long cold 
winter that slowed down the rest 
of our return to Hicks. It has 
been a joy to watch the building 
come together, and I am e'xcited 
about the use the building will 
get once it is fully open in the 
fall. 

I think about students 
with whom I have worked this 
year. Some students at K are 
managing significant issues that 
are invisible to most of their 
friends - financial difficulty, 
mental health issues, family 
illness, death of loved ones, 
surviving violence, and other 
major issues. These issues are 
inevitable in any community, 
and our students really work 
hard to find their way through 
the difficult moments. These 
private, individual interactions 
with students and their families 
always stay with me. 

Finally, I think back to all 
of the fun I've had this year. We 
have a lot of really funny people 
at K, and I'm not just talking 
about how we look. Students 
are really funny (as evidenced 
in the "When Walls Have Ears" 
feature of the Index) and that 
has also been a highlight of the 
year. 

Photo/Kamal Chughtai K'!O 
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Chaplain Created Community at K SKWIRRELS ... \VILL RETUR - NEXT YEAR! 
By JAMES SPICA 

Continued from page 1 us. Building community informed many of 

"I consider mysclfawriter," saidAshcroft, 
who wants to finish a novel currently in 
progress and plans to write about forgiveness 
and h~r experiences living in South Africa. 
Also, another edition of Dogspel/: A Dogmatic 
17Jeology is in the works. 

In her time at K, Ashcroft shaped the 
experience of many students. 

"When I arrived she created a space 
where I could truly be myself in Women's 
Spirituality, and being myself included being 
vulnerable," said student chaplain Jessica 
Messerschmidt K' I O. "At K I think we all try 
to hard to meet a standard and Mary Ellen bas 
created spaces for students to let our guards 
down and just be." 

the programs started lmder her tenure. 
"r think she's really taken the concepts of 

community beyond rhetoric, ' said associate 
chaplain Ashley Loyd K'07. 

During the past three years, the chapel 
program has addressed various crises in the K 
community, including racial and homophobic 
graffiti last spring, the tragedy at Virginia 
Tech, and a memorial service for Robert 
Amrhein K '10 who succumbed to cancer last 
spring. 

However, the Cavern and the hospitable 
space it provides may be Ashcroft's most 
enduring contribution to K's community. 

''When 1 see people in here having great 

conversation or when I see people come in 
here and have a cup of tea, not reading or 
doing homework, just taking a break from 
their hectic day, it's just a reminder of why 
we're here and why the space is here," said 
Loyd. 

Next year, Ashcroft wants to live out the 
ideals she tried to impress upon K students. 

Ashcroft instituted many programs to 
facilitate comfortable spaces for students, 
faculty and staff. Women's spirituality 
programs flourished under her leadership 
and thc help of student chaplains. The 
faculty spirituality group proved sinillarly 
successful, and one of her more wonderfully 
unconventional ideas was a chapel time 
dedicated to dogs and the lessons they teach 

"I just want to live a somewhat more 
intentional life that involves more quiet and 
eating locally," .saidAshcroft. 

·LACK OF a.O~ VNf)fR MY GOWN MAKES ME FEEL SO MIlCH 
MORE COUE(;IA rEI" 

Music Review: Red Album by Baroness 
By JOSEPH SCHAFER 
Staff Writer 

Stnce the late 80's, 
heavy metal records haven't 
exactly been given loads 
of critical praise. Quite the 
opposite, the genre's been 
kept underground since the 
rise of grunge. Nowadays, 
however. a new wave of shred 
masters ha\'e Pitchfork Media 
singing the praises of such 
bands as Neurosis, Isis, and 
the almighty Mastodon. 

Now, where does all of that 
leave the sludge-merchants 
in Baroness? The answer: 
On top of the body pile, this 
time around. Red Album IS 

one of the finest pieces of nff 
wizardry since Mastodon's 
Leviathall. In an hour the 
disc goes from malicious to 
mellow- self loathing to self-

loving and back in mythic style. 
but told ID an intimate way. It 
has everythmg metal fans love 
(molten riffs. blistenng solos) 
and everything crittcs love 
(more atmosphere than you can 
shake a stick at. and artistically 
cryptic lyrics). 

What Red A lbum really has 
is what got Punks seeing Slayer 
in 1985' crossover appeal. 
The. disc is abrasive with 
distorted guitar and pummeling 
drums. but it also has a pretty, 
luminescent quality lifted from 
the Indie craze. To further the 
appeal to the 'casual' hstener 
there are mellow, melodic 
interludes although they don't 
serve to carry vocal melody, 
merely to hypnotize the listener 
before the next riffsplatters their 
braIDS like a sledgehammer. 

There is not a scream to 

be found here- every carefully 
chosen lyric is sung clean, 
although not always tntelligibly 
so. Smgerlsongwriter John 
Baizley only hollers with the 
convictIOn of a true good 01' 
boy, and that same working 
class south aesthetic penneates 
the whole CD (there is a whole 
song called 0' Appalachia for 
crying out loud). This aesthetic 
has yielded a bO'lDti ful harvest 
of mysterious images buried 
withtn the sparse words, 
each only made all the more 
cryptic by the omtnous but 
gorgeous album art. It can get 
frust ating. but perhaps the best 
albums, hke novels, raise more 
questions than they answer. 

Baroness has openly 
admitted to trying to make a 
classic album. Every riff is 
dense, but catchy enough to 

stay in the mind. 
all played on 
sharp guitar and 
a deep. bellowing 
bass. The drums 
ne\'er go too fast 
for more than 
an instant, but 
they pummel just 
enough to follow 
the music. The 
songs all sound 
somewhat similar, but never 
enough to cause any real 
confusion except when picktng 
favonte tracks· they're all 
good The only real issue is a 
matter of taste- there's a great 
deal of instrumental songs for 
an album with so little singing 
in it. As such. except for "Grad" 
(which rocks), they can seem 
like filler. 

Overall, Baroness is 

still an acquired taste, but 
a pleasant one and a fine 
addition to any library as 
well as the best jump-off 
po tnt for non-listeners to try 
and sink their teeth in. If this 
record pulls enough Indie 
kids into mosh pits it may be 
the mellow man's Reign ill 
Blood. You owe it to yourself 
to try this- you may come out 
headbanging and loving it. 



President Wilson-Oyelaran's Welcome Address 

The student newspaper of Kalamazoo 

OcrOBER 2, 2008 

By EILEENWILSON-OYELARAN 
Kalamazoo College President made this possible. 

Dear Students, welcome to the 2008-
09 academic year. We are so pleased to 
have you back on campus. 

By now, I assume you have noticed 
several changes on campus. The most 
exciting, of COW"Se, is the completely 
renovated Hick's Center, with the 
Richardson Room serving healthy snacks 
and Jazzman's coffee, and the new 
office suites for Student Development 
and Student Activities. We are all very 
excited about this new heart and hearth 
of our campus and eagerly anticipate 
information regarding the status of our 
application for certification at the LEED 
silver level. Thanks to everyone who 

There are also many new faculty and 
staff on campus. I hope you will come to 
know all of them over the COW"Se of the year. 
As the year begins, I want to encourage you 
to meet two individuals: our new Provost, Dr. 
Mickey McDonald, and our new Chaplain, 
Rev. Elizabeth Hakken K'OO. Both of these 
individuals are eager to meet and to work 
with all of you. Please help me welcome 
them to "K". 

This promises to be a very exciting year 
and I hope it will be a fulfilling one for each 
of you. In less than 40 days we will elect the 
next President of the United States. I hope 
that the upcoming election fosters a robust 
and respectful dialog within our community, 

Continued on page 8 
President Wilson-Oyelaran 
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Local Chefs Duke It Out in a Food Showdown That Blows Minds and Mouths 
By TONI SKALICAN 
StaffWriter 

Tantalizing aromas filled 
the air and stomachs grumbled 
as the Local Food Showdown 
kicked off Thursday of Week I 
in the new Hicks banquet hall. 

The event was one of 
13 in a month-long Eat 
Local Kalamazoo campaign, 
planned by Fair Food Matters, 
an organization aimed at 
"distributing safe, nutritious, 
locally produced foods that 
foster healthy communities," 
according to the organization's 

K. a student group aimed at 
bringing local food to campus, 
teamed up with the campaign 
for the event, which brought 
a crowd of more than 200 
ravenous students, faculty, and 
community members. 

Competing in the 
showdown were chefs from 
four local restaurants-Food 
Dance, Sprout Asian Bistro, A 
Food Affair, and K's Sodexho 
cafeteria. The competitors 
were asked to source their 
ingredients. 80% of which had 
to be local. 

mission statement. Farms to K College Students Enjoys Fruits o/Chefs'Labor PhotolToni Ska!i= 
"We support all the farmers 

Continued on page 4 
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Student Activist Travels to Lansing 
By CATHERINE HERZOG Lives in Washington, D.C. They 

Staff Writer lobbied Michigan legislators for 
Common Sense Legislation: what Planned Parenthood calls 

the goal of Michigan's March for "common sense policies," including 
Choice comprehensive sex education and 

On September 24, Michigan greater access to safe, affordable 
women and men rallied on the steps reproductive healthcare. 
of the Capitol building in Lansing According to Mark Pawlowski, 
as part of the annual statewide pro- an ordained Presbyterian Minster 
choice day of action, organized by and CEO of Planned Parenthood 
Planned Parenthood. Advocacy and of South Central Michigan, this is 
choice were the themes of the day, as the tenth year Planned Parenthood 
Planned Parenthood celebrated the Affiliates of Michigan have lobbied 
historic 2004 March for Women's in Lansing. The annual protest 

started with 30 minutes of advocacy 
training, which highlighted the 
goal of finding common political 
ground. The event quickly moved 
into a spirited rally with constituents 
participating in open discussions 
about anti-choice legislation and the 
groundwork of future legislation. 

While Planned Parenthood 
stressed pragmatism over debate 
and kept lobby sessions to what the 
organization coosiders "conunon 
sense legislation," the day ended 

Continued on page 5 
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Name: 
Sam 
Bertken 

Year: 
Freshman 

Home
town: San 
Mateo, 
California 

What do 
you like 
most about 
being 

a first year at college? Living 
Independently 

How many states have you 
visited? Fourteen 

Where would be the last place 
you would ever visit? Another 
waste water treatment plant. I 
visited two, both in San Mateo, 
for classes. 

If you could be an animal. what 
animal would you be and why? 
Meerkat because I am tall, dark 
and handsome. 

What movie could you watch 
over and over again? The Dark 
Knight. 

If YOIl could eat only one food for 
the every day for the rest of your 
life. what would it be? Tuna! 

What is your favorite cereal? 
Lucky Charms 

What is one thing YOII would 
change about the world? Why? 
I would change the educational 
system in the United States 
because the way we teach our 
subject matter is not as affective 
as other countries statistically. 

What are you looking forward to 
most about this year? 
I am excited to continue to live 
independently. 

--Martha Cavazos K'II 

ON THE QUAD I The Index, October 2, 2008 

Letter from the Editors 
Dear Readers: 

Welcome back! Not only do we 
look forward to covering another busy 
year packed with student achievements, 
campus events, updates from a1wnni, 
and news on our Hornets, but we're 
proud to take the paper in a new, 
improved direction. While The Index 
is the primary source of Kalamazoo 
College news, it is also the best place to 
hear students' opinions and get a feel for 
what matters in the day-llHIay, the gray 
between LACs and SIPs, Monte Carlo 
and Crystal Ball. 

We've set many goals for the paper 
in the hopes that The Index will gmw to 
better express all the students and faculty 
who color this campus's dialogue every 
day. In that vein, we've expanded the 

paper to include two new sections; 
an Entertainment page complete 
with recipes, reviews of restaurants, 
movies, music, video games, and local 
plays. Additionally, throughout Fall 
Quarter you will find an Election page 
providing space for faculty to share 
insight and perspectives on this historic 
election and for students and student 
gmups, namely the Democrats and 
Republicans, to sound off and respond 
to developments. 

This year we hope to hear from 
you! Help us make The Index a paper 
you want to read by sending us your 
critiques and suggestions. 

Wishing you all the best, 
Mary&TJ 

When Walls Haye Ears 
By MARY B. CORCORAN 
F..xecutM: Editor 

Save the Surprise! 

Guy to Girl: By far the hairiest 
part of my body is my ass. 
Silence. 
Guy: Really, its out of control. 

Overheard by anonymous in 
FAB. 

You got all that from a challah 
reference? 

Freshman Boy: Are you a 
member of the tribe? 
Freshman Girl: .. .Jews? Yes. 
Students high-five. 

Overherad by Owl in 
Pyschology class. 
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Obama (D) vs. McCain (R) 
A Student Reflects on the Debates 
By REGIS HANNA 
Staff Writer 

of them knew if the United States 
will have to attack Iran or Pakistan, if 

Women in the Roles of Voter, 
Candidate, and First Lady 
A Kalamazoo Professor s Commentary 
By JENNIFER EINSPAHR 
Professor of Political Science Moderated by Jim Lehrer of PBS, 

Friday night's debate at the University 
of Mississippi Oxford was highly 
anticipated, almost cancelled, and 
under viewed. The original focus of 
the debate was supposed to be foreign 
policy and national security issues 
however with the severity of the present 
credit crisis, the agenda changed. 

unemployment is going to skyrocket in m~--------~ of things that were previously hidden in 
plain sight 

Republican nominee John 
McCain suspended his campaign earlier 
in the week to return to Washington to 
address the crisis. McCain's suspension 
was supposed to include his attendance 
at the upcoming debate. While the 
Obama camp quickly clarified that 
Democratic nominee Barack Obama 
still planned to attend, McCain's 
confirmed attendance wasn't publicly 
announced until the day of the debate. 
During the course of the confusion, 
President Bush called Obama and 
McCain to the White House for a 
meeting concerning, as a DailyKos. 
com blogger put it, the "Ginormous 
Banking Enema of 2008." 

Developments in the financial 
sector changed the debate, inspiring 
a renewed focus on the economy and 
taxes, as well as foreign policy. [t was 
difficult for the candidates to discuss 
their resolutions to the economic crisis 
because the situation remains under 
analysis and many factors remain 
unknown. Neither Obama nor McCain 
could clearly express what programs 
they were going to cut in order to 
pay for the now defunct $700 billion 
bailout plan or their specific plans to 
prevent future crises. Neither provided 
a concrete answer as to whether another 

a week, if the government will make any P~"'''------------., 
money on bailout deals, or if gas prices 
will stay under $130 a barrel. 

Both candidates 
on employing ambiguities and 
generalizations to avoid specifics. Each 
candidate made an effort to communicate 
opinions but struggled to convey any 
truly enlightening information. My 
guess is that the people who watched 
the debate will probably still vote for 
the candidate they supported at its start. 

However, the debate did bring 
up many significant queslions for 
undecided voters: [s Obama better 
because he voted against the war in 
Iraq from the beginning? Or is McCain 
better because he risked his presidential 
campaign to make sure the United States 
didn'l abandon Iraq? Do Americans 
want Obama to socialize healthcare or 
keep it privatized with McCain? Which 
candidate is really going to lower taxes? 
[s McCain actually going to veto big 
spending? Did Obama call McCain 
"Jim" on purpose? Why didn't either 
candidate show the Hero bracelets they 
were so proud to discuss? 

This debate earned lower viewer 
ratings than the Bush-Kerry debate in 
2004. Perhaps it is because the Bush
Kerry debate was on a Thursday, prime 
time's best night, instead of a Friday. 
Or it mighl be Ihat more Americans 
have the comfort of watching the debate 
on YouTube whenever they like. Either 
way, I'm willing to bet that the Biden
Palin debate will help make up for lost 
viewers. 

Women and politics. The first time I 
became really, consciously aware of just 
how much tension exists when you try to 
put these concepts together was when [ was 
about 20 years old. [was beginning a new 
semester as a Politics major at Whitman 
College, and [ had just bought books 
my new classes. In the big stack sitting 
in my dorm room was Cynthia Enloe's 
Bananas, Beaches, and Bases, which had 
been assigned for the international relations 
course [ was taking. Intrigued by the title, 
[ started to leaf through the book when I 
became completely transfixed by one of its 
included pbotos. It was a picture of a group 
of world leaders, circa early 1980s: maybe 
a dozen tall men in dark suits and then 
Margaret Thatcher, in her skirt and pumps, 
breaking the pattern. [stared at that picture 
for a long time, trying to make sense of the 
juxtaposition. Oddly, I didn't think about 
women and politics at all at first, but rather 
about men, and how exclusive a club politics 
had historically been, and just how nannal 
we had taken this to be. [t was almost like 
a "men only" sign had been there all along 
but [ hadn't seen it until that moment But 
then, [ thought, it's Thatcher. Yeah, she's 
a woman, but what does it matter'! On the 
issues we had almost nothing in common, 
and like other successful female leaders of 
the past, she was no champion of women's 
rights or even women in general. In that 
light, her presenoe in that group didn't seem 
revolutionary at all. Yet at that moment 
everything began to change for me, because 
[ began to examine politics thmugh the lens 
of gender, which allowed me to see all kinds 

Politics bas historically been 
associated with traits we consider 
masculine: toughness, competitiveness, 
even aggression. Women have historically 
been associated with the ''private'' realm of 
borne and family, and until the 1970s and 
1980s, most American political scientists 
didn't even study women as voters because 
they assumed women's votes didn't much 
matter; they either cared only about their 
most immediate,local concerns, or, unable 
to think for themselves, they simply 
duplicated the votes of their husbands or 
fathers. Women were irrelevant to politics 
almost by definition. 

This helped to partially explain 
the Thatcher phenomenon - it wasn't 
really necessary to deal with her gender, 
because she didn't challenge the idea 
that politics was a masculine domain or 
act in the name of women - but as more 
women entered politics after the social 
revolutions of the [960s and 1970s, the 
historical tensions between women and 
politics became evident in new ways. 
We've expanded our ideas about what 
makes a good leader, but gender is still the 
framework within which calling Barack 
Obama "Miss Congeniality" makes sense 
as an attack on his credentials. In contrast 
female candidates, always expected to be 
congenial, must still walk a very fine line 
between being "tough" and "nioe." If 
they are too "tough" they are punished for 
breaking the rules of feminine decorum 
by being called "bitches," "shrill," or 
"ball-breakers," while being too "nioe" 

Continued on page 4 
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Kalamazoo Campus Hosts Restaurant Cook-off 
Continued from page 1 
in town, and seek out people 3 years, but I decided to eat "Most Delectable Dish," tying in September and we have all with the wider Kalamazoo 
who grow certain things," said the slider because it looks so this category with Food Dance's of these beautiful things out community," said Holly 
Karla Richards, competing chef good," said Hutch Cassoulet, a there," said Paul Carter, head Anderson K'09, student leader 
and bakery manager from Food Pimentel, K'12. beef, pork, Sodexho chef, also in charge of Farms to K. After leaving 
Dance. When asked if and vegetable of all food preparation in the campus last year for study 

From garden-fresh produce, it was worth it, stew. In college cafeteria. abroad in Scotland, Anderson 
to farm-raised beef, to pungent he smiled and add i t ion, Prior to the competition, has returned eager to continue 
cheeses, to crisp, homemade sighed. "It was S pro u t as Carter filled a dressing with the organization's push for 
bread, to inventive dressings really good," he Asian Bistro bottle with his sweet-smelling local foods on campus. 
and sauces, it was evident that said. won "Most vinaigrette-noting that the Recognizing the need for 
each chef had put intense time "This is the C rea t i v e local cilantro had added collaboration, she hopes to take 
and effort into each recipe. best meal I've Use of Local fragrance because it had been Farms to K in a new direction. 

In the end, Chef Jared ever had!" raved Food" for a grown nextto a bed of flowers- In order to strengthen the 
Dellano of A Food Affair, Professor Binney sweet, family he explained how he had come development of sustainable 
located 20 minutes outside of Girdler's 4-year- curry with up with his recipe, which he food initiatives, she is now 
Kalamazoo in Augusta, MI., took old daughter, lentils. Last sourced at 94% local. inviting Sodexho chefs to 
home the victory with his prize- Freya, noting that but not least, "I'm so glad there's such a student meetings, promoting an 
winning, mini-slider burgers. the buns were her Sodexho's thing as Farms to K,"said Carter, atmosphere of cooperation. 
The tiny beef patties, made of favorite. black bean acknowledging the importance "I think we're setting an 
farm-raised cow, were grilled In addition to cakes and of supporting local agriculture. amazing tone for the rest of the 
on-the-spot, garnished with a K College faculty D-'-" Chefs Ph IT. 'Skali salad, topped "Nothing smells better than academic year," said Anderson, 

. d uatnlT otO, 'om can. th I' mixture of fresh vegetables, and Judges, stu ents" WI a Ime- greens you mix yourself," he following the showdown. "We 
nestled between two miniature, were asked to cast votes on their coriander vinaigrette, won "Best said. have a lot more community 
locally baked buns. favorites. A Food Affair also Presentation." "This has been a great than we had in the past, and I'm 

"I haven't had beef in took home "Sexiest Dish," and ''I'm just glad we're in opportunity to get involved really excited," she said. 

JAMA Jammin' 
By PAUL TALPOS 
Staff"Writer 

This past Friday, students and faculty 
alike made their way to the Stetson Chapel 
for the first Jama of fall quarter, entitled 
"Running into a New Year." During the 
service, Student Chaplains Amber Peden, 
Adam Hammouda and Leah Rumsey made 
presentations on their spiritual experiences at 
Kalamazoo College. Each presentation was 
markedly different Peden discussed being 
religious ill college and leaving behind "a 
fear ofbeing myself'; Hammouda discussed 
his identity as a Muslim; and Rumsey talked 
about how spirituality helped her adjust to 
college durmg her freshman year. However, 
they all carried a common theme: using 
new beginnings as an opportunity to make 
a fresh start. 

The idea of new beginnings rings 
especially true with the Chapel Program 
because this year saw the introduction 
of a new Chaplain, Liz Hakken. Hakken 
introduced herself during the Jama and 

gave her own take on the subject of starting 
anew, telling a story from her childhood 
about moving from Grand Rapids to Alma 
Hakken also spoke on a broader theme 
about how she wanted to build community 
at Kalamazoo, and closed the service by 
encouraging the audience to introduce 
themselves to those around them and to 
meet new people. 

Afterwards, the Chapel staff expressed 
their excitement for the upcoming year. 
Hakken complimented the students involved 
in the service and expressed hope that more 
Jamas would be student-organized and run. 
The Student Chaplains were also looking 
forward to working with Hakken. Rumsey, 
a sophomore, says, "1 am so irnpre;sed by 
Liz ... She jumped 10 feet first and has made 
a tremendous effort to keep the chapel 
program rolling along." 

Jamas are at the Stet~on Chapel every 
Friday at llam, and next week's theme is 
"The Guilds: Connecting Students and 
Alumni through Passion and Profession." 

Women and the Election 
Continued from page 3 

is considered a liability, a sign of probable 
incompetence. Women must "run in high 
heels," as the recent docwnentary is entitled, 
a very difficult balancing act that extends into 
appearance, self-presentation, and sexuality. 
Hillary Clinton was lambasted in the media 
for wearing a blouse that supposedly showed 
a bit too much cleavage, while Sarah Palin's 
appearance has fascinated the media There 
are Palin action figures, and on websites 
you can dress her in a wide variety of oufits; 
there is also a national fixation on Palin's 
signature glasses (and, I suspect, on the male 
librarian fantasy associated with them and her 
updo). The sexist, ore-sided nature of all this 
becomes apparent when we try to imagine 
Obama being criticized for wearing tight 
pants, revealing too much of his sexuality, 
or a John McCain dress-up doll. Women are 
still an awkward fit in politics; politics hasn't 
changed much to accommodate them. 

So, then, should a woman vote for 
McCain because be chose a woman as his 
running mate? Certainly, McCain's camp 
was hoping that he would attract Clinton 

supporters to his ticket, and the polls show 
that he's picked up a few, at least temporarily. 
And while being a woman is no guarantee 
that you will care about women's issues (the 
criteria for which are hard to pin down in any 
case), scholars at the Center for American 
Women and Politics at Rutgers University, 
among others, have found that electing 
women to office tends to make a positive 
impact in areas such as reproductive rights, 
health care reform, women's health, and 
violence against women, regardless of the 
party, age, or ideology of the officeholder. 
And yes, as a woman it's good to see a woman 
up there with the men. But as more women 
have entered politics, [can't help hoping that 
it's possible to make politics fit women and 
their interests a little better rather than vice 
versa In other words, we might finally have 
arrived at the point where there are enough 
women candidates out there that we don't 
have to vote for the anti-feminist ones just 
because they are women, and that it is just as 
silly to vote for a woman just because she is 
a woman as it would be to vote for a man just 
because he's a man. 
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An Address from Stu-Corum President Patrick Tanis 
By PATRICK TANIS 
Stu-Comm President In this, the beginning of our academic will provide II shot in the arm for our vision is of a governing body that is able to 

deal with student concerns efficiently and 
effectively. We will continue the process 
of revising our governing documents to 
keep Student Commission responsive to 
your needs and concerns and everyday 
we will be advocating on your behalf by 
making sure student organizations are 
getting a fair shake in campus policies. 
We will provide a strong student voice in 
the roorns where decisions are made at our 
school and organize a successful campus 
forum so you can speak directly with the 
Administrators and Staff of our college. 

Fellow Students, as Student 
Commission President, it is my 
constitutional duty to address all of you at 
the beginning of each quarter of our school 
year, and I am humbled and honored to 
revive this tradition. 

This F all.Quarter, we return, or arrive, 
to our Fair Arcadian Hill with fantastic 
opportunities before us. There is no denying 
that Fall Quarter sets the tone for the entire 
school year and all of us should make it a 
personal goal to get things started off right. 
I have often heard complaints throughout 
my time as a student at 01' Kazoo of the 
lack of a cohesive campus community. We 
can all do our part to change this. As the 
Mahatma once said, "Be the change you 
wish to see in the world." This statement 
can be amended for this purpose to state, 
"Be the community you wish to see at this 
college." Tired of studying? Get some 
people together outside and do something! 
Think there should be greater school spirit? 
Go watch any of our awesome student
athletes and cheer on the Hornets! Wish 
you knew more people who had similar 
interests as you? Join any of the growing 
number of student organizations! It is all 
really quite simple. We can each take a 
little time out of our hectic schedules to 
strengthen our college community. 

year, we 
welcome First
Year students 
who will breathe 
new life into 
our school with 
their energy 
and enthusiasm. 
Though many 
will seize their 
new found 
freedom with 
unwavering 
zeal, there are 
others who will 
struggle to adapt 
to college life. 
Help them, and 
you will not 
only be doing 

community, but 
it will be nothing 
more than an 
environmentally
friendly building 
unless we make 
it so. To be blunt, 
a student center 
isn't much without 
the students. A 
movie room, a 
game room, a 
cafe, plenty of 
meeting spaces, 
the list could go 
on and on. The 
addition this 
space could make 
to our campus is 
exponential, but 

a service to it is up to us to 
them, but also do so. The blame 
to your self and falls squarely on 
your college. A our shoulders 
cohesive campus if Hicks Center 
community does Proud Stu-Comm President Photo/Sara Whalen doesn't become the 
not come from letting that person down nucleus of campus life. 
the hall stay locked in their room playing From Student Commission, expect a 
World of War craft. Itcomesfromeachofus fundamental shift from the way business 
stepping up and getting to know our fellow was done last year. Let there be no doubt 
classmates. that you have elected a strong team to lead 

The re-opening of the Hicks Center this organization in a new direction. My 

Doing these things will lay the 
foundation for a vibrant and healthy 
Student Commission, an essential part 
of a healthy campus community. Expect 
Student Commission to be proactive in 
dealing with a wide spectrum of policy 
issues, but I encourage you to keep us on 
our toes. If you have a concern about our 
campus or college policies, let us know. 
We will take up the matter ourselves or let 
you know the proper channels to pursue to 
be heard and make a change. I promise 
this time around Student Commission will 
make the main things the main thing. 

Student Commission meets Mondays 
at 9pm in the Barrett Leadership Suite of 
Hicks Center, meetings are open to the 
public. 

Planned Parenthood Advocacy Day in Lansing 
Continued from page 1 
with a rally on the steps of the 
Capitol building. Pro-choice 
legislators voiced their anger and 
frustration towards what Planned 
Parenthood refers to as the anti
choice movement and promised 
continued dedication to protecting 
women's choices. 

Jean Doss, a lobbyist who 
ran the morning advocacy training 
sessions stressed the importance 
of electing legislators who 
support increased access to family 
planning, more comprehensive 
reproductive healthcare for 
women and what she calls 

"abstinence plus" sex education. 
She cautioned against political 
debate with legislatives. 

"Today we are laying the 
groundwork for prevention," Doss 
said. 'There is a perception among 
many legislators that 'my district 
is predominantly pro-life.' Your 
being here proves them wrong," 
she continued, emphasizing the 
importance of advocacy. Doss 
continually remmded participants 
that the goal of the day was to lay 
the framework for the '091' 10 
legislation and to raise a collective 
voice to remind legislators that a 

majority of Americans identify 
as pro-choice. "Today is Planned 
Parenthood advocacy day. It is 
important for every state legislator 
to hear the same message," Doss 
said, asserting that the message 
was one of bipartisanship, shared 
community issues, and common 
sense. "This is a dialogue that needs 
to happen every dO}:" Doss stressed. 
"You can't change someone's 
perceptions by showing up one day 
a year." 

The mood shifted as soon as 
Senator Deb Cherry of the 26~ 
senate district took the microphone 

on the steps of the Capitol building. For Andrea Anderson of 
Cherry spoke with anger and PPSCM. the bottom line was 
conviction over the role of women 
in the '08 presidential race and 
the looming threat to women's 
choices. Cherry spoke of a "vision 
of equality, of equal work for equal 
pay, of healthcare and retirement, 
affects all women and all men," a 
vision shared by fellow Senator, 
Gilda Jacobs from Oakland County. 
Jacobs followed Cherry's speech 
with pointed concerns that there 
might soon be a "turning back of 
the clock" in regards to women's 
health and basic rights. 

voting, whether for the next 
President and his VP, or for the 
'091' I 0 legislation in Michigan. 
"Register to vote ... and make 
informed choices no matter 
what your ideology. The most 
important thing is to make 
informed choices:' she stated. So 
for now, the challenge is finding 
a common ground politically and 
attempting to make choices that 
will lead towards that "common 
sense legislation" imperative not 
only to women, but to America. 
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Kalamazoo Grad Returns to Campus as Chaplain 
By MARY B. CORCORAN 
Executive Editor 

Fall quarter has produced much for K 
College to boast abou~ including a stunning 
new Hicks Center, an early win forthe football 
team, and an enthusiastic new Chaplain who 
signs her emails with a flair-"Peace, Liz." Liz 
Hakken K' 00 has returned to her alma mater 
after a busy eight years, during which time she 
studied at Harvard Divinity School, interned 
at a church in South Boston. moved to Ohio 
where she wOlked at Ohio State and served as 
an associate paster in a large congregation. and 
ultimately returned to her native Michigan. 

As for her return to K, Liz mentioned the 
obvious changes-a new library, new Hicks 
Center, new faculty-and said that while 
"It doesn't exactly feel like where I went to 
college, it has the same aura." 

Among the lessons Liz learned while 
studying at K, she feels the strong wmX ethic 
is what most ]X-epared her fur graduate school 
at Harvard It was her time here, in addition 
to a deep personal fuith that laid a strong 
foundation for further religious education. At 
Harvard, whereherstudies were more targeted, 
Liz explained the focus was "on preparing 
people to he in professional religious careers 
and it doesn't neoessarily focus on Christian 
ministry." She did. bowever, choose this path. 
Her classes were "very interfaith and multi
faith and you think about religion as a way of 
interacting with the world and of row we can 
do this together," she said 

A K grad hersel~ Liz undemands 
intimately the importlnt role the chapel plays 
in easing the sometimes stressful and high
paced life of K students. "One of the oentrnl 
roles the Chapel Program plays here at K is it 
is a safe place for people to come and chill out 
and he themselves. Thats really important" 

An mtegral part of Liz's vision for the 
Chapel Progrnm includes bnmching out into 
the greater Kalamazoo community. ") really 
hope to build up religious traditions. I'd like 
to see strong student groups operating in their 
religJous traditions and getting connected with 
the community as well" Liz said. explaining 
that when groups are disassociated from larger 
communities of common faith, a special 
something-a bond and angle of vision-is 
lost 

lending Liz a hand resettling the cavern 
and prepanng progrnms for the fall are about 
20 student chaplains. Numbers are smaller 

Photo/Alana O'Ridly 

this year than I~ she noted, as many students 
are on study abroad until spring quarter. 

During Liz's own time at K, she studied 
in Jerusalem and, reflecting on the trip, she said 
that the most striking aspect ofbeingabroad was 
"living in a place where everyone is so deeply 
religious and living in an environment where 
that is the assumption-seeing how people do 
it" While m Jerusalem, Liz strengthened her 
background in Hebrew, learning to speak the 
modern tongue while at the same time studying 
the older language. 

Infusing a youthful encrgy into the cavem 
space, Liz remarked that "What was super 
tim was I just found my SIP hanging out here 
in the chapel." Her piece. written from the 
perspective of a religion major/english minor, 
was on. in her words, "metaphor, analogy and 
religious imagination." Despite finding her 
own academic footprint, Liz said she'd returned 
to find a chapel progrnm largely different from 
the one she had known as a student 

In terms of changes planned for this 
year's program, Liz explained that it should 
feel very much the same, and critically, that 
the cookies and tea the chapel have become so 
well known for are not going anywhere. On a 
more serious note, Liz revealed "a passion for 
working in interfaith communities." "I hope to 

foster people following in their own tradition 
and learning how to worship and prnctice in 
this environment Sometimes that translation 
is really hard because you mayor may not 
choose to worship the way you did as a kid," 
she said 

One of the Chapel Progrnm's most 
inclusive and well-attended events in years past 
has been Jama, and it, like the cookies and tea, 
are here to stay. "I like that one of the things 
Jama does is it builds this conversation about 
really important issues. I hope to continue to 
build on that and continue to talk about things 
that are really important, especially spirituality 
issues," Liz said 

In her time away from the chapel, Liz 
enjoys hiking and like any good english 
studen~ reading. She is engaged and plans to 
he manied in November to her fiance, Bob, an 
airplane pilot Liz lives in the KaJamazoo area 
with her 4-year-<>ld golden retriever, Conner, 
who she promises will make it to a chapel 
event sooner or later. 

SKWIRRELS By James Spica 

'T'HA rl QI.ITTE AN IMPREIIIVF RiSllMl-DVWSTERI, ASSORTED 6ARIAIC (ANS, 
COltlPOlr PIUS-A VfRY 1L15rNf/~/.IKf SQLI1f1Pfl.. I/.lKE T'HA r.' 
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Summertime Tunes: Four Hits and One Miss 
By JOSEPH SCHAFER directly from the gospel of Black hand, are a household name these now. Ever since Kanye West ~ the unfortunate standard met by 
Fntertlinment Editor Sabbath. Every bit as poppy as days, and if you'd asked me this mixed Daft Punk into a # I single the rest of the album. This is the 

School is back in session drugged up, this CD is lafj}.night ear spring I would have said they didn't and performed with them at the product of the ringtone generation, 

and summer is officially over. candy. deserve it VIWl La fUJa changed Grammys, electronica has been nothing but a short set of catchy, 

Here's a recap of four albums Italy's Klimt 1918 all that I downloaded the record a part of the mainstream public recognizable hooks that repeat and 

that I just could not stop listening released a new album this year as with the lowest of expectatioos, consciousness. More than just your spiral into nowhere. It's a shame 

to this summer, and one I could well, with little or no fanfare to but was so shocked at its quality average compilation of danceable that the Red Albwn is such a 

have done without Some of these show for it Their latest, titled justin that I bought it after a few a 1istens electronics, the album is a party failure because W= ~ to be 

are from major labels, some are Case We Never Meet Again is truly and soon recognized its greatness. diluted into a plastic disc. In Silico is one of the few alt~ bands you 

incredibly (maybe criminally) incredible stull; lodged somewhere Under the direction ofBrian Eno a frantic combination ofbeavy drum could count on for a good time. 

unknown, but all deserve a spin or between The Smiths and U2, but (the man behind all the best ofU2, n' bass mixed with the catchiest kind Sadly, those days are far gone. The 

two. with a distinctly reserved, a1most Talking Heads, Genesis, and David of a1t rock. To put it another way, record ends up being a waste of 

In The Future is aristocratic sensibility. Their Bowie) they have finally shed this record could be the soundtrack space on your hard drive and the 

the second full-length by exquisite puree of depression a-Ia their Radiobead- Imitator -# I act to Crystal Ball and no one would be only reason to buy it would be to 

Canada's Black Mountain, a Bauhaus (whom their odd name is in favor oflush soundscapes and complaining. load it into a rocket and fire it off 

doorny psychedelic band with a a reference to) and shoegaze pop is genuinely interesting stories in their In starlc contrast is into the sun as a physics SIP. 

contemporary vocal style, but a distinctly un-American and un-hip, lyrics. It's not quite prog, nor is it W='s third eponymous album, But what about you 

guitar sound that is pure seventies. but has more emotive quality than pop. It sounds more like alt rock which is little worse than an audio guys? What got your groove on 

Vocalist Amber Webber wouldn't most indie bands are ever able to meets new age in a deserted British travesty. Lead single Porlc and Beans during those sweltering summer 

sound out of place in a duet with muster. This band has a1most no musaJlll. An early album of the year was tim for about thirty seconds, and months? FmaiI the entertainment 

either Teagan or Sara, but the rest recognition anywhere, but oh boy contender, fur sure. then those thirty seconds repeated editor of The Index with your 

of the band's use of blurry guitar do they deserve more. However, Pendulum's ad nausewn which culminated in most-played alburns of summer 

and crunchy drums are lifted Coldplay on the other In Si/ico holds that title right four minutes ofboredom. That is 2008 at k06jsO l@kzoo.edu. 

Senior's Poetry SIP Takes Him to South Africa 
By AARON COLEMAN . 
Contributor 

One day last April, I was pulled 
out of a post-study abroad slump by a 
mend, Vrnny Ricciardi, who had noticed 
that my research topic, "Poetty and Creative 
Expression as a Method forTherapy and 
Counseling" seemed to fit well with the 
worlc ofhis family mend. Vmnyand I were 
becoming bettfr mends while working 
together in K College's HYPE program at 
Ka1amazoo County'~ juvenile home. We 
shared a passion for working with kids and 
both believed that poetry has the potential to 
empower and bring people together. When 
VInny mentioned the nature of the Marui 
Kunene Foundation in South Africa, I foresaw 
a new path that had the potential to change my 
S[p, my summer, and my life. 

Marui Kunene spent more than 30 
years in exile from South Africa because of the 
role he played in bringing an end the ternble 
injustices brought about by apartheid When 
he finally reWmed in 1993, Kunene continued 
tirelessly writing poetry about the heroic and 
tragic stories ofhis land's people. 

Reflecting the brilliance and ~ 
ofhis work, Kunene was named Africa's Poet 
Laureate in 1993. Before his death in August 

2006, he wrote exclusively in his native tongue change into smiling eyes as we grew closer The opporturu.ty to meet and 
of Zulu but was skilled enough as an artist and will forever be a part of my memory. worlc alongside other singers, poets and 
poet to translate his works into Englislt This It goes without saying that I was as artists was among the greatest gifts. My 
interesting dichotomy ofIanguage, and the much their exposure to their global 
vessels used to portray its meaning, formed the student as knowledge ofhijHqJ 
crux of his struggle agaimt allowing his people they were and soul music further 
be dmwned out in a quickly assimilating and mine. I was reinforced my beliefin 
globalizing world humbled by the interconnededness 

As I began to play with the idea what seemed of their dynamic and 
of a poetry SIP focusing on the struggle to to them a synergistic culture. 
define a 21" century identity for the peoples commonplace Above all else, 
of the African Diaspora, Kunene's philosophy ability to write I found a certain strength 
seemed undeniably crucial in understanding beautifully and self awareness while 
this perspective. in multiple immersing myself in 

As I continued to exchange emails languages. At the cuIture-at times it 
with the Kunene Foundation, I began to the same time, seemed entirely different 
reaIizethe intensity of the project's grass roots I was made and yet in other moments 
focus. Going into area high schools, poets aware of our it felt comfor1ably 
and other artistic facilitators teach students similarities and reminiscent of the 
about Kunene's life and woric, encouraging differences. I idiosyncrasies in my own 
them to express them<;elves through poetry. In fit the noon in support networlc back 
accordance with Kunene's emphasis on the appearance, home. The opportunity 
preservation of indigenous cultures, students but lacked to explore such an 
are encouragal to write not only in English, an ability to environment through my 
but also in their indigenous languages. communicate AAron Coleman K tJ9 S[p, made possible by 

Every moment spent in the in their native critical funding from the 
classroom was incredibly insightful. Students' language. The complexities of my SIP and the CIP, is a gift that I cherish. I sincerely plan to 
first gIances at me as they tried to place my emotions tied to the revelations I experienced give back those same blessings to their fuUest 
accen~ and then 1ater their same gIances there are still unsettled in my mind. extent through my poetry SIP. 

... 

L 

L • 

.. 

• 



... 

.. 

8 

President's Address 
Continued from page 1 
that it provides an opportunity foreachof us to 
learn from those who have views at variance 
with our OWll. Most imponant, I wge each 
of you to regIster to vote. The deadline 
is October 6. (In(onnation and forms are 
available in the College Post Office in Hicks 
Center.) Regtster and vote on 'ovember 4. 

As you know, the faculty is engaged 
m a substantive di;;cusslon about potential 
changes in the academic progrnm. During 
the summer, a group of faculty and staff have 
been considering changes to the academic 
calendar that might more closely align 

our opening and closing dates with other 
colleges. During the fall quarter, we will 
discuss this issue and we will be eager to get 
your input. 

As the year begins, I encourage you to 
take advantage of all "K" has to offer. Go 
to a game, enjoy the Hicks Center, find a 
special spot in Upjohn Library Commons, 
join a Guild, see a play, get involved in 
service learning, take a faculty member to 
lunch, and embrace the academic challenges 
with enthusiasm. 

Welcome back. Best wishes for a 
wonderful year. 

SPO RTS I The Index, October 2, 2008 

Week 1 Sports Results 
9/24 
Women's Golf MlAA Jamboree - 61h 

place (of9) 

9126 
Men's Cross-Country MlAA Jamboree-
71h place (of 8) 
Women's Cross-Country MlAA 
Jamboree - 3'" place (of9) 

9/27/08 
Football- Blufton 23, Kalamazoo 15 
Men's GolfMlAA jamboree - 8~ place 
(of8) 
Men's Soccer - Kalamazoo I, Adrian 0 

Volleyball- Albion d. Kalamazoo 25-17, 
24-26,25-21,10-25,15-12 
Women's Soccer- Denison 7, 
Kalamazoo I 

9127-9/28/08 
Women's Golf-II'" place (of 13) 

9/29 
Men's Golf- 7'" place (of8) 

9/30/08 
Men's Soccer- Calvin 4, Kalamazoo I 
Women's Golf - 61h place (of9) 

THIS WEEK IN SPO RTS 
By JESSICA MAAS 
Sports Editor 

Cross Country 

At the 2008 MIAA Jamboree on 
Friday, September 26" The women's cross
country team finished 3'" and the men's 
team finished 7~. 

"We accomplished what we wanted 
to do," said senior Allison lott, of the 
women's team. "Our goal was to beat 
Albion and that's what we did. We were 
very strong." 

lott finished first on women's side 
with a time of 18:35, a mere eight seconds 
ahead of the second-place runner from 
Calvin. Junior Jillian McLaughlin also 
finished in the top twenty, placing 161h with 
a time of 19:56. 

Calvin and Hope were the only two 
teams to finish in front of the Hornets. 

The men's team was led by senior 
Ethan Rosenblatt and freshman Andrew 
Mickus, who finished with times of 29:38 
(70~ overall) and 29:47 (74~ overall), 
respectively. They were 81 points behind 
sixth-place Alma, but managed to stay in 
front of 81h place Olivet by 28 points. 

"I think we ran pretty well as a team," 
said Rosenblatt. "People are still figuring 
out their race, so I expect we'll get better." 

The teams aren't in action again until 
Friday, October I O~, when they participate 
in the Michigan lntercollegiates. 

Women's Soccer 

The women's soccer team (4-5) fell 
7-1 to non-conference foe Denison at 
home on Saturday, September 27. 

"It is unfortunate that we lost," 
said junior Jaime Franks. "But, at the 
same time, the only way we're going 
to improve is if we play teams that are 
better than us." 

K took an early lead after Franks 
passed to senior Kelly Lepper for the 
goal, just 11 :41 into the game. Denison 
retaliated less than seven minutes later, 
tying the game. Denison then took the 
lead on a penalty kick at 25:02 and scored 
again I :56 later. 

With only 5:13 remaining in the 
half, the Big Red found the back of the 
net once more, making the score 4-1 at 
halftime. 

Denison continued to dominate in 
the second half, scoring just 6:31 into 
the half and then again less than a minute 
later. They managed one more goal 
before the end of the game. 

The Hornets were outshot 6-25. 
Goalkeeper Taylor Comiskey had 7 saves 
and allowed all 7 goals. 

K was playing without senior 
forward Sarah Arnosky, who missed the 
game due to a foot injury. 

The Hornets open conference play 
this week at Alma and Albion. 

Men's Soccer 

The men's soccer team (44 overal~ 1-2 
MIAA) lost 4-1 at home to current first-place 
foe Calvin College in a conference match on 
Tuesday, September 30. 

"We'll get them next time," vowed junior 
mid-fielder Nick Robell. 

K remained silent for the entire first half, 
but allowed a Calvin goal 24:53 minutes in. 
The Knights scored again less than five minutes 
later on a play that injured sopbomore defender 
Ben Darling and left the net unattended by 
senior goalkeeper Josh Wahlstrom. 

The Hornets started a comeback in the 
second half, scoring early off offreshman mid
fielder Phil Jackson's assist to senior Joe Boss, 
but failed to add to that number throughout the 
rest of the period. 

A foul from Wahlstrom allowed Calvin 
a penalty kick that Wahlstrom saved, but the 
Knights found the back of the net oot long 
after, making the score 3-1. Calvin scored 
their final goal off a comer kick with 8:06 
remaining. 

Sophomore Dan Kellogg received a 
yellow card at the 65:41 mark. K is currently 
playing without the efforts of junior defender 
Sam Groppi, who is sidelined due to a tom 
ACL that occurred in a game earlier this 
season. 

The tearn is back in action again this 
Saturday, when they face off in a conference 
match with Albion College at 2 p.rn. 

Women's Golf 

The women's golf team finished sixth 
in an MIAA Jamboree hosted by Adrian on 
Tuesday, September 30. 

Going into the match, the Hornets 
were sitting in sixth-place in the conference, 
eighteen strokes behind fifth-place Trine. 

"People are looking to consistently shoot 
their low scores," said senior captain Hannah 
Masuga before the match, "and if we do that 
we sbould be able to give Trine a nm." 

K gained a stroke on Trine in the match 
by shooting a team score of372, finishing one 
stroke ahead of them and just one behind fifth
place Alma They are now seventeen strokes 
behind Trine with only the two rounds of the 
MlAA Championships to go. 

Freshman Ashley Arnoldi led the Hornets 
with an 89. Kremains in sixth-place, averaging 
a team score of 3681 strokes. Olivet won the 
round with a team score of337. 

Last week, the Hornets broke the school 
record for team score on Wednesday when 
they shot 359 at the MIAA Jamboree hosted 
by Calvin. Less than a week later, they broke 
that record again with a 355 at the DePauw 
(lnd) Small College Classic. The record was 
previously set at 362 in 2005. 

The team will have another record 
breaking opportunity at the Siena Heights 
Invitational this Saturday, October 4" at 
lOam, their final round before the MIAA 
Championships. 



"Nick & Norah's:" Not Just Another "Juno" 
By NICKWHITE 
StaffWriter was sold. 

Superficial 
At the outset, it's easy to similarities to 

understand why Columbia Pictures was Judd Apatow films 
anxious to promote "Nick & Norah's aside, "Nick & 
Infinite Playlist" in any way, shape, or Norah's Infinite 
form. After all, suggesting that people Playlist" begins 
view a film in which a perpetually by informing the 
awkward high school senior played by audience that Nick 
Michael Cera bumbles his way through O'Leary (Cera), a 
yet another "coming-of-age" moment devout aficionado 
is a bit much. Thankfully, I am not of the indie 
one to tire of Cera's habitually cringe- music world and 
inducing nature. When informed that a member of the 
1 would not have to once again sit queercore band "The Nick and Norah Huddling in Love 
through Jonah Hill's comedic stylings Jerk-OtIs," (look proposed), has already managed to 
(aka, unfunny profanity-laced shout- for the several heated sessions in which lose his seemingly perfect girlfriend 
fests, reminiscent of Will Ferrell), I surpassingly vulgar new band names are Continued on page 7 

Campus-Wide Smoking Policy About Respect for Smokers and Non-Smokers 
By COLLEEN LAWRENCE 
StaffWriter "K" up to par with other institutions. 

There will be no tape measures, 
no definitive line. With the opening 
of the 2008-2009 academic 
year, a new smoking policy was 
implemented. According to a 
CampusAnnouncement, "Smoking 
is prohibited inside campus 
buildings and within 25 feet of the 
perimeter of campus buildings or of 
occupied wa\kways," and while the 
ban specifically states 25 feet, the 
goal is not to ostracize smokers on 
campus. 

The new smoking policy has 
manyadvantages,inc1udingbringing 

Up until this year, smoking was 
allowed in the designated section of 
the cafeteria in the old student center. 

"We were one of the only 
institutions that still allowed smoking 
inside;' said Dean Sarah Westfall. 
"'Ibis will put us more in step with 
other. colleges and universities:' 
In the past year or so, several groups 
have brought up concerns regarding 
the smoking policy. 

'1bere were two kinds of 
public statements of concern from 
two different groups. Student 
Commission forum brought it up 
in the spring of 2006. Community 
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OEMS VS. REPUBLICANS 
fAn Election Face-Off at K 3 

ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS 
Learn More About K's Greem Orj[anizations 4 

CHARGE IT! 
The Ins and Outs ofCollej[e Credit 5 

CYRANO REVIEW 
Edmond Rostand's Play Hits Local K Theatre 7 

SPORTS RECAP 
A Review of EveX"Ithinff You Need to Know 8 

council, which includes students, 
staff, administrators and facilities. 
had it brought up by a staff group," 
said Dean Westfall. 

"I was all for it There are so 
many legitimate complaints. like 
smoke drifting into roorns. People 
aren't trying to be rude, they just 
don't realize," said Dana Jansma, the 
Associate Dean of Students. 

The new policy fits in perfectly 
with the Hicks Center and its quest for 
LEEDs certification. I.EED stands 
for the Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design. "Hicks 
gave seed to the new smoking policy; 
we wanted it to be LEEDs certified, 

the international 
recognition for 
a system of 
sustainability 
or green 
construction," 
said Paul 
Manstrom, 
director of 
Facilities 
Management. 
"In order to get 
recognized, we 
either had to 
install a very 
expensive 
ventiiation Continued on page 5 

Fanners'Market: Saturday Morning Treat 
By RACHEL DALLMAN 
Staff"Writer 

If you're finding it difficult to 
get your hands on fresh fruits and 
vegetables in the cafeteria, or if you're 
craving a little local, home grown 
goodness, fear not The answer to 
all our prnyers is only a few miles 
away. The Kalamazoo Farmers 
Marlcet, located at 1200 Bank 
Street, is open from 7am.-2p.m. on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays 
until October, and from 7am.-2p.m. 
on Saturdays in November until 

Thanksgiving. Strolling through the 
Farmers MaIket is the perfect way to 
spend a cool fall afumoon. For those 
of us without cars, Bank Street is only 
a 25-30 minute walk through some of 
Kalamazoo's most pleasant residential 
neighboIDoods. 

Based on my experiences, the 
hustle and bustle of the market begins 
to slow down and run low on produce 
around noon If you don't mind a 
slight crowd, the peak time is arrive is 
about !0:30a.m. 

The marlcet, a covered, U-sbaped 

arcade, is comprised of sevaal 
differently themed sections. The first 
stop is produce, and at this time of 
the year the fruit of choice is a crisp, 
juicy apple. Peaches and raspberries, 
some summer stragglers, make an 
appearance as well, but your money 
will be best spent on whatever Mother 
Nature is offering in the moment 

Save your pennies for the 
wanner months, when peaches are 
back in season. Squash and zucchini 
are abundant, as are peppers of every 

Continued on page 2 
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~ 
Name: 
Aya 

~ 
Cockram 

Year: 
~ Freshman 
'W - Home-

- town: 
Eugene, 

~ 
Oregon 

~ If you ,..~ 
could - name a 

~ color; - what would you name it and haw would it 

=:J Iook?It would be red and orange, and be 
named "Sunset in Bangkok." 

r .. What would your ultimate dream career 
be? I would be a Planeteer. I would help 'W Captain Planet protect the environment -M If you were a kitchen appliance, what - would you be and why? I would be a 
blender because I like to take lots of things 

~ 
and mash them up and make them into 
something awesome. 

~ What was your favorite vacation? Laos. 
~ The country has the sweetest people I have - ever met, and everything is untouched and 

r'1 basic, which is awesome. 

What is your favorite thing in your dlJ17n :; room? My computer because it has all of 
my music, and music is really important to 

~ 
me. 

What is your favorite thing about our r'\ .. campus? The swings! 

.- What is your least favorite thing about 
campus? Since it is a smaller school, there .- are smaller facilities . 

What was your favorite Nickelodeon shaw 

~ as a kid? Well, I wasn't allowed to watch 
Nick as a kid, but I loved Bill Nye the :; Science Guy. 

What s one thing you would change about 

~ the world? 
I would take away all the social pressures 
to confOim so everyone could nm free 
because too many many people are afraid to 
show who they are. 
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Fanners' Market 
Continued from page 1 
color and size. As you move through 
the bustling and decidedly fuendly 
crowd, produce thins out and gives way 
to more breads and sweet-treats. Any 
sugar craving can be fixed here. One of 
my fuvorites is The Amish stand, where 
homemade cookies-a selection ranging 
fiom molasses to chocolate crinklCHOld 
at 50 cents a piece, pies, and sweet breads 
reign supreme. 

The last defined section of the IDaJ.ket 
is dominated by color and fragrance; 
flowers bloom everywhere the eye lands. 
Bunches of flowers of ranging sizes and 
prices sprinkle the stands and anything 
from a couple ~ of wildflowers for 
$1, to a bouquet of sunflowers at $10 is 
offered. They're worth the price, and can 
bring life to a drea!y 00rm IOOOl. There are 
also several stands selling crafts, jewelty, 

and other trinkets-things that are nice to 
look at but should not be the driving furce 
behind a trip to the r:narket. 

And while living in the donns may 
hinder some peq:>le's cooking abilities, 
this shouldn't detfr anyone fiom visiting 
the IDaJ.ket-there are plenty of purchases 
that do not require a kitchen in ortIe1" to 
be enjoyed. Pre-prepared goods, such as 
the pies and breads at the Amish stand, 
can be eaten anywhere, as can fiuit and 
some vegetables. I encourage anyone 
who loves fresh air, good food, bright 
colors, and fuendly interaction to visit the 
Fanners Market. 

Make sure to take the time to talk 
to peq:>le worldng the stands, enjoy the 
sunshine, and take pride in supporting 
fresh, local exchange. 

When Walls Have Ears 
By MARY B. CORCORAN 
ExccutiveEditor 

Keepin 'itUpbeatin Week3 

Psychology Professor to ~: Has a 
suicidal thought = c:I"OOled your mind? 
~ remains si1ent 
Profeslor: .. .well ifithasn'~ it will" 
Overl!eard by Owl in the hlr.ny. 

Open-mindedness to the Rescue 

Girl to Group: Remember that 
guy Mike the drug dealer who lived 
upstairs? 

Group nods. 
Girl to Group: Yea, they totally 

bad a thing. .. 
Overl!eard by Anonymous in 

Biggby's. 

Photo of the week: 

THE INDEX 
Executit't! Edikm 
Mary B. Corcoran 

TJKosinski 

Editorial Staff 
Koma! Chughtai, Phowgraphy Editor 

Jessica Maas, Sports Editor 
Elizabeth Porter, Features Editor 

Sara Whalen, Ltrjout Editor 

CurJEdikm 
Amanda Geer, Allie Jacobs. Fllcn JUek, 
Sindhura Kompdlo, Colleen Lawrence, 
Lyndsay Nuycn, Alana O'Riclly, Jillian 

¥ Allk Scmperger, Kristine Sholcy & 
Lindsey Wtlson 

The Index encourages reader response 
in the form oflccters to the editor. The Index 
reserves the righ' to edit for elori'y, length, 
gnmmar and libel. Also reserved is the righ, 
to not print letters to the editor or to print 
them in their entirccy. Signed leuen arc pre· 
ferred, bu, unsigned leuen dealing with sen· 
sitive issues will be accepeed and prineed at 
the discretion of the Editorial Boord. 

Letcen should be submi[[ed via e·mail 
by midnight on the Sunday before the issue in 
which they arc to appear. Please comac, The 
Index with any funher issues or inquiries. 
Plea .. keep le[[en [0 300 words or fewer. 

The Index makes no endonemem of the 
points of view and opinions expressed in ar~ 
tieles or letters appearing within i[$ pages. All 
opinions are the wotk of the authors. 

OmtaaUs 
1200 Acukmy Street 

Kalamazoo, Michigan 49006 

Photo/Komal Chughtai K' 1 0 



ELECTION I The Index, October 9, 2008 

N 20 
Face Off: College Democrats and Republicans 

Dual Pers On-Cam Political Gro 
By JAMIE CHEU 
Staff Writer 

An interview with the President of the 
K College Republicans on the upcoming 
election: Andy Lukas 

1. Why do you suwortyour candidate 
for the presidency of the United States? 

I identify with the Republican Party 
and, as a suworter of the Republican Party, 
I also suwort the Republican candidate. 
McCain's fiscal policy is more appealing 
to me and his foreign policy is stronger. 
Finally, as a leader, I don't think Obama can 
rise up to the challenge to confront these 
difficult times. 

2. Between the two presidential 
candidates, who did better than expected in 
the fust presidential debate? 

None. Both were IIIljlIOfessional and 
rude. As the debate went on, Obama drifted 
to a position that was more left than the 
position he claimed before. McCain had 
tried to point that out. All in all, it was not 
a good debate. 

3. Why do you like your candidate's 
economic policy better than his 
opponent's? 

McCain'sfucusonfiscalresponsbility. 
Cutting back on federal bureaucracy was 
bad management I believe in the free 
marlret. I think Obama mismanaged and 
isn't concerned enough with the long-tenn 
growth, only the short-term growtJL 

4. Why do you like your candidate's 
plan to remedy the financial crisis? 

Actually, both have similar stances 
on the bailout plan. There is no substance, 
mostly just talk in generalities. 

5. Why is your candidate's plan to cut 
taxes better than his ~'s? 

Obama is advocating a redistribution 
of wealth, and this is akin to socialism. This 
goes agaimt what the U.S. stands for and 

the free marlret. Obama's plan is worse than 
McCain's. 

By ALLISON LAROSE 
Staff Writer 

6. Why do you like your candidate's l..,:'I..--------------. 
foreign policy plan? 

McCain has experience, especially since 
he served on the U.S. Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations and knows how foreign 
relations woOC He undas1ands the issues. 
Obama, on the other hand, is giving lip 
service. McCain's service on the Committee 
shows his ability, which would lead to a 
solution. 

7. Why do you like your candidates' 
health care plan? 

Because I don't like Obama's health 
care plan. He didn't give any specifics and 
advocated socialized medicine, which does 
not serve the needs of the people well enough. 
I don't believe it's the right plan. 

8. What do you think your candidate's 
VIce Presidential nominee brings to the 
table? 

ExecutiveexperienceandtheRepublican 
base. WIth Palin, the whole Republican Party 
mobilizlld behind McCain. 

9. Has the media been at all biased 
during this presidential election? 

Yes. They portrayed McCain as elderly 
and senile, which is not charactmstic ofhim 
at all The media stopped picking on Obama 
after the Democratic primaries. The tones and 
phrases that mainstream media like CNN 
used were passive aggressive. The media 
should focus on politics. It is not focusing 
on Palin where there was focus on Hi.llary 
Clinton. 

10. What is one thing you would want 
everyone to know about your candidate that 
doesn't get a lot of exposure in the media? 

McCain was one of the fust to give 
attention to the firilure of Freddy and Fannie 
while the DemoaaIs were denying it Now 
they'vetumed it around and pointed the finger 
at Rqmllicans. But otherwise, McCain is 
pretty exposed while Obama is not so much. 

An interview with a Democratic 
Spokesperson: Amel Omari 

1. Why do you support your candidate 
for presidency of the United States? 

"I support Barack Obama for many 
reasons. I think his platform is aimed 
at valuing the average person, from 
health care to energy consumption to the 
environment After studying abroad in 
France, 1 think the world will give up on 
us if we don't take this opportunity for 
change. We need to restore the world's 
faith in us as a people. " 

2. Between the two presidential 
candidates, who did better than expected 
in the first presidential debate? 

"In some ways, McCain did better 
than 1 expected. He used the repetition 
of certain ideas but I was impressed by 
Obama's ability to apply reason to some 
of the things McCain said." 

3. Why do you like your candidate's 
economic policy better than his 
opponent's? 

"McCain is unaware or unwilling to 
acknowledge what's behind the economic 
difficulties we're facing and the next 
president must be focused on solutions to 
solve our economic problems." 

4. Why do you like your candidate's 
plan to remedy the financial crisis? 

"Honestly I would have to go back 
and look at the language of the bill. Neither 
presidential candidate has been specific on 
what they would do." 

5. Why is your candidate's plan to cut 
taxes better than his opponent's? 

"Obama's plan cuts taxes for the 
people that need them to be cut-the 
average middle-class American." 

Why do you like your candidate's 
foreign policy plan? 

6. "1 think Obama's plan is more 
rational. Financially and morally, 
we need to focus on leaving Iraq in a 
reasonable, responsible way and redirect 
our resources towards finding terrorists. 
WIth McCain in office, negotiations 
between us and other countries will 
worsen, and people will continue to lose 
faith in us. " 

7. Why do you like your candidate's 
health care plan? 

"McCain said be does not support 
nationa1ized health care because health 
care is between families and their 
doctors, but many families don't have 
access to doctors. It is the responsibility 
of our government to help people stay 
healthy." 

8. What do you think your 
candidate's vice presidential nominee 
brings to the table? 

"Joe Biden is rea1ly strong in 
foreign policy. He is a rea1ly upfront 
and well-spoken candidate. He can 
bring intelligence to the vice presidential 
debate unlike his opponent" 

9. Has the media been biased during 
this presidential election? 

"Of course. It can be frustrating 
to see the media talk about bow the 
first presidential debate is going to be 
spun instead of actually discnssing the 
issues." 

10. What is one thing you would 
want everyone to know about your 
candidate that doesn't get a lot of 
exposure in the media? 

"1 can't think of one thing in 
particular, but I encourage people not to 
let just the mainstream media give them 
ideas about the candidates but to do their 
own research." 

3 
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Sustainability Groups Galore: What You Need to Know 
By LINDSEY WILSON 
Staff Writer Saturday, October 25 at 10:00 AM. The student organizations. EnvOrg meets year seminar, "Commitments." Farms to 

As the trend towards environmentally 
friendly and sustainable practices 
spreads nationwide, so does it spread 
across Kalamazoo College's campus. 
The opportunities for students to 
become involved in sustainability 
groups have never been so great, but 
many students do not know which 
groups, if any, are right for them. 

One of the newest sustainability 
groups to campus is the 
Sustainability Guild. 
One of the four charter 
Guilds, it is entering 
its second year as 
a campus group. 
The mission of the 
Sustainability Guild is 
to "foster connections 
between the many 
elements of life at K 
that strive to encourage 
sustainable practices ... 
and between students, 
alumni, faculty and 
staff, and community 
partners who are interested in promoting 
the importance of sustainability." In 
short, the Guild is an opportunity for 
all those connected to K College to get 
together and work towards sustainability. 

The Sustainability Guild 
hopes to target specific problems this 
year, focusing on green communities 
and urban development. They would 
like to stress that it is not just another 
student organization; the involvement 
of alumni, teachers, students, and the 
community gives the Guild the ability 
to work on issues that affect the larger 
"K" community, not just the campus. 

The Sustainability Guild has 
several events planned for fall quarter and 
it will be cooperating with the Business 
Guild frequently this year to address the 
common goal of sustainable business. On 
November 12, an event sponsored by the 
two Guilds will feature a speaker who 
will evaluate the cost benefit of LEED 
certification. The Sustainability Guild 
also plans to participate in Fall Fest, an 
annual event held by EnvOrg. The Guild 
will also take part in an event titled 
"Gorta Get a Guild at Homecoming" on 

Guild hopes to host a series of workshops every Tuesday at 7:00 in Hicks III K sponsored the Local Food Showdown 
for community members highlighting and welcomes any interested students. that took place Thursday of Week I. To 
the cost benefit of sustainable practices The Campus Energy Group learn more about Farms to K, or to get 
in the home. Interested students can join (CEG) has taken on the task of reducing involved, visit www.kzoo.edU/farmstok. 
the Sustainability Guild by visiting the Kalamazoo College's carbon footprint Finally, TheKCollegeRecyc1ing 
Guild web page at: www.guilds.kzoo.edu. and eliminating wasteful energy use. program services the whole campus 

One of the oldest environmental CEG is working towards carbon and is a vital part of the sustainability 
groups on campus is EnvOrg, with a neutrality as outlined in the American movement. One of the unique features 
constitution dating back to 1983. EnvOrg College & University Presidents Climate it offers is the REP room. REP is short 
(Environmental Organization) is "a Commitment, signed by President for Reuse Exchange Program. The Rep 
student group at Kalamazoo College Wilson-Oyelaran in June of 2007. CEG room offers used office and school 

dedicated to the is working closely with the community supplies to students for free and at the 
preservation of to educate and raise awareness of the same time, accepts donations. The REP 
the environment importance of energy conservation. This room is located two doors to the left 
and the includes working with elementary and of the basement in Trowbridge. The 
furthering of middle school students in Kalamazoo Recycling program's website offers a 
awareness of through Service Learning programs and complete list of recyclable items. Pick 
environmental working with the college to reduce energy up schedules, and contact information. 
issues on costs in dorms. CEG plans to participate This website can be accessed from the 
cam pus ." in Fall Fest and will have an energy bike intranet Offices and Services heading. 
Their work in demonstration. They are also sponsoring There are several other groups 
recent years the event "Bauer Power Renewable operating on campus to promote 
has involved Energy and Small Business Talk," to be sustainability. Student involvement is 
a campaign held on October 20. This presentation by always welcome and encouraged. The 
against bottled Mark Bauer will discuss the connection website reason.kzoo.edu.green is a great 
water and between small business and renewable resource for anyone wishing to find out 
con d u c tin g energy. The Campus Energy Group more about environmental events on 

food audits in the cafeteria to highlight will also be participating in the LEED campus or the individual sustainability 
the problem of food waste. EnvOrg panel held on November 12. CEG meets groups. Most organizations also have 
promises to continue these activities this Mondays at 8:00 in the Dow lounge. links from the intranet page under the 
year and to work closely with the other FarmstoK,anothersustainability Student Groups heading. 
environmental groups on campus. EnvOrg group on campus, 
is a member of the ECOalition, a coalition focuses on 
of the sustainability groups at K College. bringing local 

EnvOrg will be sponsoring Fall food to the 
Fest on Sunday, November 12 from college. The 
1:00- 4:00. The event will feature live local food 
bands and a host of fall time activities. 
Students are encouraged to participate 
in pumpkin decorating, cider tasting, 
and will be offered free henna tattooing. 
Many student organizations plan to take 
part in Fall Fest, offering a wide range 
of activities and interests. On Monday, 
October 12, EnvOrg will be sponsoring 
"A Guide to Green Voting," an LAC; 
this panel-style discussion features the 
League of Conservation Voters, the 
Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy, 
and the Kalamazoo River Watershed 
Council and will address issues of local, 
state, and national concern. EnvOrg's 
final official event of the quarter will 
be "K Votes," a non-partisan look at the 
election from the perspectives of several 

movement is said 
to foster strong 
relationships 
within 
communities, 
strengthen local 
economies, ease 
the stress of 
shipping on our 
environment, and 
offer a healthier 
alternative to 
traditional food 
consumption. 
Farms to K was 
started in 2005 
by Dr. Amelia 
Katanski's first 

The Writtng Center 
is now open} 

Sunday~ Thursday 
UL30 

Bpm~ pm 

Email writingcen er oo.edu to rna 
an appointment, or ju t walk in. 
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Community Council Enacts New Smoking Policy 
Continued from page 1 

system or prohibit smoking within 
25 feet of the building." 

''The real motive for me is 
the health and weUness of 
people who don't want to 
be exposed to smoke," said 
Westfall. Community 
Council asked Jansma and 
the Director of Grounds, Joel 
Sportel, to propose smoking 
areas on campus that would 
fit the new policy. 

PROPOSED 
SMOKING AREAS- will 
be finalized by Community 
Council in the near future 

Many discussions 
regarding the new policy 
have brought up the issue 
of enforcement Students 
and staff alike have raised 
concem about the 25 foot 
perimeter. 

"I don't want to see 
people have to worry if 
they're 17 or 25 feet away, 
just be mindful of it," said 
Westfa1l. Manstrom agreed, 
adding that once the new 
smoking receptacles are placed, 
it will be easier to discern the 
boundaries. 

equally among staff and students. 
I think the word will get out by 
Res Hall meetings and supervisors 
talking to employees. I don't think 

it'll be enforced with a heavy hand," 
said Manstrom 

Both Jansma and Dean Westfall 
"It needs to be enforced want students to enforce the policy 

themselves and don't want to bring 
security into the matter. 

"We don't want people who 
smoke to feel criminalized," said 

Westfall "We're all adults 
here, there's no reason we 
can't make this woIk. The 
respect needs to go both 
ways," said Dean Westfall. 

"It'll take awhile to 
get used to, but it makes a 
lot of sense, given where 
we're going with a greener, 
healthier campus," said 
Jansma. 

So far, students have 
been accommodating when 
asked to move away from a 
building. For the most part, 
the policy is only violated 
when people are unaware 
of it 

"I was at an institution 
ten years ago that bad 
the same policy, and it 
became part of the campus 
culture. There was more 
empowerment to call 
each other out on it Now, 

people are uncomfortable 
doing that, but with the new policy 
in place, it'll help people hold each 
other accountable. That's the goal," 
said Jansma. 

PROPOSED SMOKING AREAS: 
let to be finalized by community council 

as told by Dana Jansma 

l.space behind Hoben Hall (between Hoben and Harmon 
Halls)- this area would serve Harmon, Hoben, Anderson and Fac 
Man 

2. Space between Crissey and Sevem (by the red bench and 
the parking lot)- this area would serve Crissey, Severn. Markin and 
the Natatorium 

3. There are already new containers being installed 25 feet 
away from the front doors of Fine Arts Gust like the new containers 
in front of Hicks) to serve Fine Arts, Dow & Humphrey House. 

4. Though thought that there should be some area to serve 
the Library, Sportel and Jansma were at a loss to find an easily 
identifiable and accessible area 25 feet from the Library that would 
not look tacky. 

5. Red Square (where the current wood trash can is located)
this area would serve Mandelle and Dewing (and possibly the 
Chapel). 

6. Behind Trowbridge by the bench that currently has one of the 
plastic cigarette receptacles next to it (the location is about 25 feet 
away from the entrance to the Trowbridge Living Learning Unit)
this area would serve Trowbridge, De Waters and the Chapel. 

7. In front of Hicks Center (that smoking station has already been 
established 25 feet from the building).(as told by Dana Jansma) 
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Credit <Sheck: Please, Just Put It on My Card 
By AMANDA GEER 
Staff Writer 

Credit: it's convenient to use, and seemingly 
safer than cash. It seems like everyone has a credit 
card. So how can you get one, and what are the 
consequences of doing so? A little investigative 
work provides the answers. 

There are a few basic requirements. Are you 
eighteen or older? Do you have a job? How about 
a checking or savings account? If you've answered 
yes to these questions, you're probably eligible for 
a credit card. But wait! It pays to do a little research 
before you fill out the first offer in your mail box. 

First, check the card's annual percentage rate. 
Usually abbreviated as APR, this is the interest rate 

charged on the amount you have borrowed. According 
to Curtis Arnold of www.cardratings.com. try to find 
an APR rate in the mid-teens, and stay away from 
anything over 20%. 

Also, try to find rewards cards. These cards give 
you points for buying things you normally would 
anyway, like gas, groceries, or books. Then they 
add up to gift cards, cash back, and other cool stuff. 
According to www.moneY.cnn.com. one of the most 
student friendly cards is the "mtvU Premium Select 
Visa Card for Students." This card has an APR of 14%, 
and has a "Thank You Points" system that rewards you 
for the purchases you make as well as for getting good 
grades. 

Now that's a sweet deal, but only if you pay your 
bill on time! If you don't, credit card companies are 

notorious for raising the interest rate on your card. 
This can also ruin your credit score, a crucial factor 
in taking out loans for school, a car, or a house. 

What if you answered no to the basic 
requirements above? You still might be eligible for 
a credit card. How? As a college student, credit card 
companies think that mom and dad will bail you 
out if you can't pay your bill on time, and therefore 
have no qualms about giving someone with no 
income a bill to pay every month. These companies 
will even raise the card limits (the amount you're 
able to charge to your card) to entice students to 
spend more. You can easily hit your limit, ruin your 
credit score, and then you're up to your nose in 
debt! So be wise, do the research, and don't apply 
for a card if you can't pay for it yourself. 
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A Continent Removed: My First Day Abroad 
By KAMMY WEBB 
Contributor 

"Hola. Soy Consuelo. Esto es mi esposo 
Danilo. Bienvenidos a Ecuador." Looking 
at my new host family for the first time I 
remember thinking, "Seriously? This is how 
study abroad starts?" 

We arrived at the airport in Quito around 
8:00 at night and walked to customs together, 
while countless Ecuadorians watched from 
the floor above us, pressing their faces against 
a glass wall. These were our host families 
to be. Some waved, some had balloons, and 
some looked intimidating. 

I was nervous. ''What ifl don't like my 
host family? What if they don't like me? 
What if they think my pink T-shirt with the 
skull and crossbones on it is weird?" Great 
choice for a first impression, wasn't it? You 
don't give much thought to that sort of thing 
when you're getting ready the morning of. 
Things turned out fine, though I'm fairly 
sure my non-Ecuadorian, non-upper-class 
clothing choice threw them off a bit. 

We met our host families after getting 
through customs and luggage claim and 
were whisked away at once. I liked my host 
parents immediately. They were friendly, 
and patient with my broken Spanish. They 
drove me around Quito for a bit then took 
me home. There I met my 20-year-old host 
brother, his girlfriend, and their daughter 
(not a terribly unusual situation in Ecuador), 
and took a tour of the house. 

It's funny how the basic Spanish vocab 
you've learned in Spanish 102 seems to fly 
out of your head, but you can remember 
how to conjugate in all four past tenses. One 
of the first things I said to my host parents 
while they were showing me around was, 
"Ob, is this a photo of your wedding?" But 
instead of boda, "wedding," I said boca, 
"mouth."An easy mistake, right? 

My host dad stared at me for a minute, 
and then said "Ummm ... Si." His mouth 
was, after all, in the picture. Thank goodness 
my host mom figured out what I'd meant to 
say. It was still quite embarrassing, but saved 

J AMA J ammin' 
By PAUL TALPOS 
Staff Writer 

The second Jama of the year, 
"Building A Guilded Community," 
focused on Kalamazoo College's 
Guilds Program. The service acted as an 
introduction to the Guilds program for 
the overwhelming majority of freshmen 
in attendance, many of whom were not 
familiar with the Guilds. 

Created last year, Kalamazoo 
College has four Guilds: Sustainability, 
Business, Justice, and Health, and 
despite the somewhat unusual name 
for the program - the idea came from a 
laptop thesaurus and ultimately stuck 
- the concept of the Guilds is relatively 
simple: Kalamazoo students, alumni, and 
community members gather together to 
connect, network, and share common 
passions. 

The Guilds also host a variety 
of events over the course of the year. 
At JAMA, several student members 

involved with the guilds gave glowing 
reviews of their experiences, including 
sophomores Alex Morgan, Emily Walker, 
Jes Kramer, and Evan Bontrager. Speaking 
at the Jama, the students focused on how 
the Guilds created a sense of community 
and opportunity at "K" that wasn't found 
elsewhere. Morgan, for example, spoke 
about how the guilds enabled him to 
express his passions in a way that he 
couldn't otherwise. 

The speakers also talked about 
the position of the Guilds within K's 
community and alumni relations, and 
how the Guilds connect with the college's 
philosophy of "4 and Forever." Bontrager 
elaborated, exIaining that the program is 
an excellent opportunity to allow alumni 
to stay connected with the school after 
graduation. 

JAMA is held in Stetson Chapel every 
Friday at Ham. Next week's theme is 
"Remembering October 18th: The Legacy 
of the Murder Suicide." 

me from feeling too weird in front of them. 
I went to bed fairly soon after that, as 

my family went to sleep very early, and woke 
up the next morning only to spend about an 
hour debating whether or not it would be 
appropriate to leave my room still wearing 
my pajamas. It was really cold, so I wanted 
to keep my warm PJs on. Quito is freezing in 
the early morning, even colder late at night, 
and very hot in the afternoon. Quiteiios like 
to say that they have four seasons in one 
day. 

Ultimately, I decided it would be safer 
to get dressed. I threw on some jeans and 
a shirt and went into the kitchen, where I 
found my host brother's girlfriend sitting 
eating breakfast in her pajamas, looking 
very comfortable. I learned that morning to 
not over-analyze every little detail on study 
abroad, which takes up way too much time 
and never turns out to be worth it. 

After eating breakfast and spending 
some time unpacking in my room, my host 
mom knocked on my door to ask if I wanted 

to eat lunch. I followed her into the kitchen, 
where I was shocked to find about 20 people 
sitting around talking and eating. Surprises 
seemed to be the order of the day here. I 
suppose Ecuadorians are more go-with-the
flow than most Americans are used to, but a 
little warning that there was going to be a big 
family reunion at our house would have been 
nice - I had changed back into my pajamas. 

It turned out to be a lot of fun, though, 
and I probably learned more Spanish in that 
day than I had in weeks of classes. It's a 
strange, but interesting feeling to suddenly 
have a difficult time expressing yourself and 
to understand very little of what is going on 
around you. In situation like that, nothing is 
a given - words, traditions, what's culturally 
appropriate and what's not - and you start to 
think a lot more about why things are the way 
they are. I went to bed that night missing the 
familianty and comfort of home, but excited 
to have realized what an amazing learning 
experience this was going to be. 

SKWIRRELS By James Spica 
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"Infinite Playlist" Another Indie Success 
continued from page 1 

of six months, Iris. 
His month-long mourning 

has manifested itself in making 
Iris excessively intricate mix
tapes, involving painfully 
recreating NYC's skyline out of 
construction paper and sequins 
for one of the tape's cover art, and 
crying at the end of every song. 

Equally miffed with Iris 
is her fellow classmate Norah 
(played by Kat Dennings, the 
rebellious daughter of "The 40 
Year Old VIrgin''), who is more 
than aware of Iris' duplicitous 
nature and rescues several of the 
aforementioned tapes from the 
trash, finding them to be quite 
in sync with her own musical 

affinities. As the school day ends, 
all of our characters discover that 
''Wbere's Fluffy," an underground 
NYC band with an aptly named 
penchant for 

chemistry between the two is there, 
and that with this film, Dennings, is 
now on the fast track to follow Ellen 
Page (Cera's co-star in "Juno"), to 

It is newcomer Ari 
Graynor as Norah's perpetually 
inebriated and ditzy friend 
Caroline who supplies most of the 

laughs. With an 
throwing surprise 
concerts is doing "Cera graces us with another goofily 

understanding of 
physical comedy 
and gross-out 
humor, she inspires 
squirms and averted 
glances from the 
audience while 
at the same time 
producing genuine, 

exactly that. 
Everyone begins likeable performance but does little to 
roaming the Big 
Apple in hopes of 
yielding some clues 
as to the concert's 
location. 

prevent himself from continuing to be 

typecast in such a fashion. " 

While I 
won't go into the details of how 
Nick and Norah meet (such is, as 
in most fihns, a convoluted mess 
of events best left to the film's own 
exposition), it suffices to say that the 

be Indie's next young female star. 
Cera graces us with another goofily 
likeable performance but does little 
to prevent himself from continuing 
to be typecast in such a fashion. 

unbridled laughter. 
It's not exactly John Belushi's 
imitation of a zit, but the scene 
where Caroline attempts to recover 
a piece of chewing gum remains 
burned in my mind. Several well 

placed cameos by SNL members 
Seth Meyers and Andy Samberg, 
as well as John Cho of ''Harold 
and Kumar" and Kevin Corrigan 
(of "Superbad" and ''Pineapple 
Express") provide a handful 
equally humorous scenarios. 

Overall, ''Nick & 
Norah's Infinite Playlist" is a 
rarity; a romantic comedy that 
manages to hold up both ends 
of the bargain, neither becoming 
a "raunch-fest with romance" 
(a la "American Pie"), or a 
disingenuous mushy romance 
that comes up short in the 
comedic department. It's funny, 
it's sweet and above all, it's a 
great compromise when selecting 
a movie with your date. 

Restarant Review: Sprout Cyrano at the Civic 
By ELIZABETH PORTER 
StaffWriter 

I showed up to Sprout, a 
newly opened restaurant downtown, 
with high expectations. 
I had heard good things 
from friends and as a fan 
of Asian-fusion food, 
I was looking forward 
to my Saturday night 
dinner. 

After waiting 
an impressively short 
amount of time to 
be. seated, I scanned 
my menus and was 
immediately surprised at 
how affordable Sprout is 
on a student budget The 
dishes, ranging from 
their most popular dish 
of Pad Thai, to a noodle 
dish called ''Number 
5 with a Smile," were 
all between 5 and 9 
dollars, a relDlllKable 
bargain for downtown 
Kalamazoo. 
Sprout also seemed student-friendly 
in other ways: its location near the 
Kalamazoo Mall makes it a ten-

minute walk from campus, and 
looking around the restaurant many 
students were eating and chatting 
with friends. Sprout also appeals to 
the socially-active student While 

the decor and overall ambiance were 
somewhat spartan, the open kitchen 
was eye-catching enough to make 

up for this factor. 
Within 20 minutes, we were 

served dinner. all-and-all we agreed 
that on our simple white plates was 
a fantastic meal. The Pad Thai and 

red curry my friend and 
I had ordered were hot, 
but not too hot, tasty and 
noticeably better than other 
Asian-themed options in 
tqwn like Spice & Rice 
or Campus Kitchen. We 
decided that Sprout is 
the perfect cold weather 
restaurant; in the middle of 
a snowstorm, I don't think 
anything would taste as 
good as a spicy, steaming 
hot bowl of noodles. 

Sprout had a 
serious "yum factor" and 
what made it especially 
enjoyable, furthured by the 
fact that our entire tab for 
the night, tip included, was 
under twenty dollars. 

I give Sprout a 
big thumbs up. I plan to go 
again, and recommend it 

as a quick, easy, and slightly more 
posh choice for Asian-fusion cuisine 
on a student budget. 

By COLIN KING 
StaffWriter 

Friday night, a few 
Kalan:lamooiaoo were treated to 
an ir:npxssive rqIUducti.on of the 
historic swa<ihruclder C}mno de 
Bergerac. The small stage was 
alive with feathered hats, am an 
improOObly adhesive three to foor 
inch-loog pWtic rose. 

For 1hose lmfumiliar with the 
stay, Cyrano is the stay of a l~ 
century Parisian with excessive 
fiIcial cartilage, wOO can humble 
any physical or intellectual fOe, 
rut lacks the courage to win the 
heart of Roxanne. Humorously, 
Roxanne fulls for muscula1; thick
headed Christian who stumbles over 
romantic verse am employs Cyrano 
to help him comtrId the sentences to 
win her heart 

The p:oduction's strmgth lies in 
the story ofHector Savinien's classic, 
which is fuithfully IIDduced oown 
to the rllyming dialogue. The lead 
cbaractas deliver their lines with 
dehbernteamfiowingconvictionthat 
allows fur realistic banta: EadJ. lead 
also looks like a stereotype of their 

part. Christian is prqxrly swoon
iJXIucing am Cyrano's massive 
fiIcial column is hard to look aWt1:f 
from. The ~was sparse 
rut SUl}IisingIy solid, despite l&Ially 
being the last thing a local theatre 1m 
time to \YOlk on. And the SCUle in 
which Cyrano out-mocks his own 
nose is particularly enjoyable. 

The costumes are flamboyant, 
the set malleable - complete with 
descending moon and clouds, and 
the beautiful Fren:h that is the 
imIrumeDt of Cyrano's wit and 
cbann inscribed on the walls of the 
BoulaDgerie which the characters 
fi:tquent. Really, this play only fulls 
short in the serious sanes, in which 
sane of the characters are visIbly 
uncomfuI1able.The finaI !nine, 

however, proved encRIgh to move 
a fellow audience member to near 
tears. 

A strong comedy, rut weak 
tragedy, Cyrano is well-acted, 
echoing the wit of the original. Any 
productioo of this stay is worth a 
viewing by anyone intm:sled in 
'The compatibility of words and 
swords." 

.. 

• 
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Hornet of the Week: Allison lott 
By JESSICA MAAS 
Sports Editor 

Name: Allison lott 

Year: Senior 

Sport: Cross-Country 

Coach: David Dimcheff (3n1 season) 

Previous Accomplishments: In lot 
2006 she fmished 10" at the MIAA said: "My 
ChampIOnships with a time of 24:35 goal wasn't 
and was named to the AIJ-MlAA First necessarily to 
Team. win the race, 

Last Week: lott won the MIAA just to go out 
Cross-Country Jamboree at Saint Mary's and compete. 
ColJege on Friday. September 26,h with a It was very 
time of 18:35. There were 136 finishers satisfying to 
in the race. win." 

THIS WEEK IN SPORTS 
By JESSICA MAAS, MARNI 
NEWELL, & YUQIAN CAl 
Sports Editor and Staff Writers 

Women s Soccer 

The women's soccer team (5-7 
overall, 0-2 MlAA) defeated non
conference opponent Rochester 
College (1-10-2) in a 6-0 shut-out 
performance on Monday, October 6, 
2008. 

"It was good to get in a non
conference game and to be successful," 
said senior captain Kelly Lepper. 

Freshman Julia Schroeder put 
the first number on the board for the 
Hornets when she scored off an assist 
from sophomore defender Chelsea 
Smith 22:02 into the match. Schroeder 
got the ball past the Warrior goalie 
again just over ten minutes later, this 
time off a freshman Rachel Pitzer 
assist. Less than a minute later, Pitzer 
got the ball to freshman Jackie Jessup 
for another goal, solidifying a 3-0 
halftime score. 

Pitzer and Schroeder proved a 
capable team in the second half as 
well, getting the ball in the back of the 
net just 3 :55 into the half for another 
Schroeder goal. Schroeder herself 
found Lepper only minutes later for 
another point. Sarah Arnosky scored 
the last goal of the game at 68:09, off 
a junior Beth Ansaldi assist. 

The Hornets outshot the Warriors 
38-1. Rochester did not shoot at all in 
the second half. 

K will host its first MlAA game 

of the year on Saturday against 
conference rival Hope. The Hornets 
have yet to win a conference match, 
despite two attempts. 

"Obviously the first two games 
didn't go ourway," said Lepper. "We're 
excited to play Hope on Saturday. It 
should be a good game." 

Kick-off against the Flying Dutch 
will be at 12 p.m., and is the first of 
two home soccer matches for the day. 

Volleyball 

The volleyball team (5-15 overall, 
2-8 M1AA) lost 3-2 in a heartbreaking 
tug-of-war battle with the Adrian 
Bulldogs on Tuesday, October 7. 

"We competed well," said junior 
Cate Skirving. "You can't say we 
didn't fight." 

In game one, the lead bounced 
back and forth until tying at 20-20, 
after which no team led by more than 
a point until K rallied to extend their 
lead and grab a 28-26 win. 

But the Bulldogs jumped out to an 
early 11-6 lead in the second game and 
didn't allow the Hornets close for the 
remainder, ending with a 25-17 Adrian 
win. 

Point one of the third game 
was awarded to the Hornets, and K 
established a 8-2 lead to force the 
Bulldogs to take a timeout and regroup. 
Adrian began a slow but steady 
comeback folJowing that, closing in 
within one point on multiple occasions 
before Skirving spiked the ball into 
the middle of the Adrian court for a 

25-22 win. 
K maintained a slight lead over 

Adrian to begin the fourth game, but 
relinquished it following a 16-16 tie 
and scored only two more points, 
handing the Bulldogs a 25-18 win. 

The Bulldogs took the decisive 
fifth game 15-9 to win the match. 

Junior Kim Marble led Kalamazoo 
with 15 kills. Sophomore Larisa 
Grinvalds had 29 digs. 

The Hornets were playing their 
second game in a row without 
sophomore Anna Lau, who is averaging 
1.95 kills per game. 

Kalamazoo is currently sitting in 
eighth place in the conference, ahead 
only of Olivet. 

The Hornets will next be in action 
on Thursday, when they face off at 
Alma with a game time of 7 p.m. 

Men's Golf 

The men's golf team finished seventh 

with a team score of 320 in an MIAA 
Jamboree hosted by Calvin College this 
past Monday on October 6'h. Going into 
the match, the Hornets were sitting in 
sixth-place in the conference. leading by 
three-strokes over seventh-place Adrian 
and an eleven stroke advantage over 
Alma. Although K finished six strokes 
behind Adrian, junior Noah Oesterle 
led the Hornets with a 76 and tied for 
eighth among all participants. Senior 
captain Dan Hoevel, who shot a 79 in 
the match, stated he "[hoped] we would 
be back to sixth-place in the last game." 

With one match remaining, 
averaging a team score of317.9 strokes, 
K is now currently in seventh place (2225 
strokes), three strokes behind Adrian 
(2222) and 30 strokes (2255) ahead of 
Alma. "It's a challenge," said Hoevel 
after the match, "but we did well." 
Kalamazoo will host the final MIAA 
Jamboree this Thursday, Oct. 9, at 
Milham Park. 

Week 2 Sports Results 
10/4 10/6 
Women's Golf: 2nd place (of 5) at 
Siena Heights Invitational 
Volleyball: Trine d. Kalamazoo 25-
22, 25-20, 25-21 
Men's Soccer: Albion 1, Kalamazoo 
o 
Women's Soccer: Albion 1, 
Kalamazoo 0 
Football: Adrian 42, Kalamazoo 17 

Women's Soccer: Kalamazoo 6, 
Rochester 0 
Men's GolfMIAA Jamboree: 7'h 
place (of 8) 

1017 
Volleyball: Adrian d. Kalamazoo 
26-28,25-17,22-25,25-18,15-9 
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By TONI SKALICAN 
News Editor 

In early October some K College 
athletes met at The Children's Hospital 
at Bronson to participate in Bronson's 
first '1'ogether for Kids" 5-K walk, an 
event aimed at raising funds to support 
hospitalized children. 

''It's a great opportunity for us to 
partner with Bronson and reach out to the 
community," said Kristen Smith, Head 
Athletic Director for K College. 

Forty-three athletes and 11 members 
of the athletic staff turned out to walk for 
the cause, raising a total of $2,350 for The 
Children's Hospital. The hospital, which 
serves 40,000 children annually, currently 

Continued on page 5 Athletes gather for fundrasing walk Photo !foni Skalican 

Blimey Lads & Lasses: Pirates Pillage Popular Culture 
By HANNAH REISCHL & 
COLLEEN LAWRENCE 
StaffWriters 

Avast me hearties! Walk into Dillard's, 
and pirate apparel has its own special display. 
All sorts of p~themed booty tempt the 
consumer: shirts, pants, you name it-skull 
and crosslxmes galore. As oflate, pirates and 
all their tim jargon and accessories have been 
seeping into the everyday in more ways than 
one. 

Intemalional Talk Like a Pirate Day was 
September 19th. 

I.T.LAPD., suggest in their book that in Older 
to let your inner pirate help you, ''lose weight, get 
a date, check your mental state, find a mate .... " 
Hopping on board this craze, Facebook has even 
developed a language setting called English 
(Pirate)! 

However, while pirates have certainly sunk 
their teeth into popular culture, the reality is that 
they are still a very real threat in certain parts 
of the world In filet, in the past three years, the 
number of pirates worldwide jwnped from 100 
to 1,000. They have become a huge problem off 
the coast of Somalia, in the Gulf of Aden, and 
regu1arly wage attacks throughout the IOOian 
Ocean. Somalia's coasts, in particular, are 
increasingly subject to attack due to the lack of a 
stable government in the country . 

of six American military ships there were four 
separate fuiIed pirate attacks within 24 hours. 
Currently pirates have control of a Ukranian ship, 
the F aIDa, and are holding their ground until they 
receive their ransom, which they lowered from 
$35 to $5 million. Thle to the standoff between 
pirates and the Ukranian government, NATO 
has resolved to join the global war against pirates 
by stationing military ships near Somalia 

The PiraJe Lifo: Unleashing YOllr Inner 
BI/Ca1IIeer, the sequel to Pirattilllde, by John 
.Baur and Mark Summers is now on shelves. 
.Baur and Summers, the geniuses behind "ARRRG!" Photo Ihttp://cnn.com Earlier this month, despite the presence 

Modem pirates may live a seemingly stoly
book lifestyle, but they are oot behind the world 
in teIms of technology and methodology. They 
usesatellite phones and internetto track their next 

targets. When negotiating ransoms, they have a 
spokespelSOll speak for the group. While pirates 
are a very real, dramatically increasing problem, 
society continues to romanticize them as trendy 
and entertaining. Shiver me timbers, right? 

"The Nonnals Were Nowhere to be Found ... " 
RACHEL DALLMAN 
Staff Writer 

Wednesday ofWeek 3 Kaleidescope, 
K's gay-straight alliance, partnered 
with the campus literary magazine, The 
Cauldron, to celebrate Coming Out Week 
in an open mic session at Jazzman's 
Cafe. 

Inspired by the events of October 
11, 1987, when 600,000 people marched 
on Washington to fight for the civil 
rights of all Lesbian, Gay Bisexual, and 
Transgender persons, Coming Out Week 
is an annual nationally celebrated event 

Organizers of the open mic encouraged 
students and faculty to share stories and 
interact through different artistic mediums. 
The event aimed at giving a voice to all 
stories, regardless of sexual orientation or 
identification. Mediums ranged from song, 
to comedy, to readings of personal wOlk, to 
interpretations of established wolks. 

Reading one of her own pieces, "} 
Dreamed I Was a Madame," in addition 
to a Langston Hughes's poem, "A Dream 
Deferred," K's Writer-in-Residence, Di 
Seuss, kicked off the evening. Dwight Trice 
K' 11 followed with a moving rendition of the 
song ''Hallelujah,'' and three or four students 

perl'ormed slam poetry pieces. 
''In light of the theme of this week, 

it was great to see so many different 
perspectives coming from such different 
angles and people," said Paloma Oohossey 
K' II after the show. 

''It was a place where people could 
love and be themselves," read Catherine 
Herzog, speaking about the years she 
spent working in a gay bar. 

At the end of the open mic, The 
Cauldron encouraged audience members 
to contribute to this year's publication. 
Creative pieces can be submitted online to 
cauldron@kzoo.edu. 
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Name: Jon rIJ Posner 

~ Year: 
Freshman 

~ 
'-' Home-- town: 

- Northbrook, 
Illinois 

~ 

rIJ What 

"9" was your - favorite 
book as 

~ a child? The Blue Moose; it ..., 
was about a moose who is really 

=SA cold, so he works in a restaurant 
in the woods in the winter and 
befriends the store owner. 

r .. Where do you live on campus? '-' Harmon Hall. --- Where do you wish you lived? A - Living Learning House! They're 
pretty, comfortable, and more 

e\ 
welcoming. 

rIJ What is your favorite meal in 
the cafeteria? Well, it probably 

~ hasn't been served yet... but if I ..., had to pick it would be sauteed 

r'1 veggies and tofu. 

What is the first country you 

~ would visit if you were handed 
a plane ticket today? Thailand 

~ 
because it is a pretty country and 
I did a report on human rights 

r, issues there in high school. 

'W What is your favorite Halloween .- candy? Reeses pumpkins 

.- What is your ideal Halloween 

~ 
costume for this year? I want to 
be Sweeney Todd. 

~ 
What do you see as your future 
job? I want to make movies and 
be a teacher. I had some really 

rIJ great teachers in high school that 
influenced me to teach. 

--Martha Cavazos K'lI 
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Letter to the Editors 

I fuel Ire need to e:xp-ess my 
stroog dissatisfuctioo with Ia<;t week's 
article titled "Face ()1f College Democrats 
and Rqm\icam" and Ire pooc journalism 
eI«'n.lplified within it Net ooly was Jamie 
CMJ's pooc rqresentaIion of my qJinioos 
a gross over~ of Ire is9Jes at 
hmI, rut it was also blatantly WIUIIg. To 
cared this mistake, I fuel Ire need to re
aDSWl2" sane of Ire questicm ¢nIfd in Ire 
article. 

lsupportMcCain in his bid ftrlre 
~ ftr a few IOOre re:asom than jt& 
because b: is a member of Ire RqxJbIiam. 
Party; legitimately advocating a ~ 
like that is akin to Ire deplcrable IIactice of 
straigbt-ticket voting. I will freely admit that 
I did net per.maIly support McCain during 
Ire JXima!y, and his ~ policies do 
net ~\aeIy match my own. Howeve!; 
when 1ilced with Ire poosibiIity ofObama's 
pa;iIi<m becoo!ing JXXwIial White House 
policy, I support McCain canpleteIy. 

Onlreissueofthefirstrresidmtia 
debate, while I did say that both C3IxIidates 
were UIljX"Ofessiooal and rude, I also stated 
that Ire casua1 Amaican obselVing Ire 
debate, witOOJt any rrioc koowIedge, would 
be courted by Obama's SIIXlOIh dodging of 
many i&9Jes. Howeve!; knowing Ire issues, 
I argue that McCain did s1igbt.\y bdla: 
AdditiooaIIy, I didnotsaythatObama shifIed 
\efl; b: drifted to Ire cmter ftr Ire debate-

a stuk caJIrast to his pevious positioos. 
I f/eI,W stated that rutting 

00ck 00 federnl 00reawacy '\ws 00d 
1IIllDIIgtment."Rather,McCain's~of 

rutting federnl spenling is me ofhis stroog 
points. l'revioo; ~ of Ire federnl 
govamnent in recent years was Jk':CesSaI)', 

rut still an unfiItunaIe <JCaID"eDCe. I never 
said that Obama "ll11smanaged" anything. 
To mismanage SOOIdhing, me IlD.ISt be 
in a ~ of power over !mlething ftr 
a decmt amount of time, or at 1east \oogt'r 
than a CXllIJlle years. 

I did net state that McCain sits 
00 the Senate F<Xeign Re1atiOllS Committee 
(which is ioo:mct); I stated that I cou1d net 
lI.'DleIIlber which Senate committees b: is a 
memberoL 

It shouJd be expIainOO that, 00 

Ire issue of ID!dia portrayal, I stated that 
Ire ID!dia is net fucusing 00 Palin as trey 
did with Hillary Clintoo in refureoce to Ire 
pa;sibiIity of a woman in Ire White Hoose, 
net strictly ID!dia pOOiayaI in genr.U. 

While I ~ Tb: hrl.::!c 
reaching out to Ire College RfpJb1icans 
and College Democrats 00 this exceedingly 
impoItant tq>ic, I would encourage Ire staff 
to be a liUle IOOre careful in its exerutioo of 
its articles in Ire future. Thank. you 

Sio::ereIy, 

TIlE INDEX 
Executive F.ditun 
Mary B. Corcoran 

1JKosinski 

Editorial Staff 
Komal Chughtai. Photography .&litor 
Allison DeJonghe, Advertising Editor 

Jessica Maas, Sports Editor 
Flizabeth Porter. FMJurts Editor 

Joseph Schafer. Entmainmmt Editor 
Toni Skalican. News Editor 
Sara Wh2J.en,lAyout.&litor 

Cqpy Editors 
Amanda Geer. Allie Jacobs, Ellen Jilek. 
Sindhura Kompello. Colleen Lawrence, 
Lyndsay Nuyen. Alana O·Rielly. Jillian 

Regal. Allie Semperger. Kristine Sholry & 
Lindsey WtIson 

The Index encourages read~r response 
in the form oftetrers to the editor. The Index 
teserves the right to edit for clarity. length. 
grammar and libel. Also reserved is the right 
to not print letters to the editor or to print 
them in their entirety. Signed letters arc pre
ferred. but unSigned letrers dealing with sen· 
sitive issues will be accepted and printed at 
the discretion of the Editorial Board. 

Letters should be submitted via e-mail 
by midnight on the Sunday before the issue in 
which they arc to appear. Please contact The 
Index with any further issues or inquiries. 
Please keep letters to 300 words or fewer . 

The lndcx makes no endorsement of the 
points of view and opinions expressed in ar
ticles or leners appuring within its pages. All 
opinions arc the work of the authors. 

No Age 
performing 
live in Los 

Angeles. 

PhotofTJ 
Kosinski 

Submit your 

photos for 
Photo of the 
Week to 
index@ 

kzoo.edu. 

Photo ~the wed: 
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Understanding the Financial Crisis 
Econ Department Presents Informational Lecture 
By REGIS HANNA 
Staff Writer 

property that was expected to rise in value, the 
loans would be safe. Contrary to expectations 

L..JlllIIi-::......--....3.:.r.~l however, property values did not rise. 
The Banking Crisis of 2008 has proven 

to be one of the most severe and complex 
financial dilemmas ever dealt with globally. 
Massive financial institutions have toppled like 
Jenga towers, shaking the entire market and 
everyone's nerves. So, how did this crisis start 
anyway? And why is it so hard to fix? 

With the push from the government to 
give more people the chance to own homes, the 
demand for homes rose alongside home values. 
As demand increased, more homes were built. 
All seemed well until people began defaulting on 
their payments. 

Failure to repay loans resulted in 

foreclosures and the acquisition of homes by 
banks, who then tried to sell the foreclosed 
homes on the market. As a result, the market 
was flooded with houses. Along with the new 
houses still in the construction stage, supply 
increased so much that home prices began to 
fall. 

Eventually home values fell so low that 
the values became less than what the borrower 
had to repay; seeing it as the only way out, 
many people abandoned their loans and left 
banks with houses that were worth less than the 
mortgage they had lent. 

The continued foreclosure of houses, in 
addition to new properties yet to be sold, 
further exacerbated the problem. The subprime 

These are hard questions to answer 
but fortunately, a recent panel of professors 
from the Economics Department came together 
on Thursday, October 9th to help clear up the 
confusion. 

What are K Students Thinking? 
Members of the panel entitled "A 

Primer on the Financial Crisis" explained that 
the catalyst of the financial crisis began a few 
years back when the White House and Congress 
pushed to make it possible for more Americans 
to become homeowners. In order to do this, the 
government needed make it feasible for non
homeowners to obtain loans. Accordingly, the 
Federal Reserve lowered interest rates for loans 
and deregulated the market, making it possible 
to grant loans to peopl )Vho otherwise wouldn't 
be entitled. 

When banks began lending money for 
these mortgages, the loans came in the form of 
subprime mortgages which were given to people 
without incomes, jobs, assets, proper income 
declarations and no obvious way to repay their 
debt. 

Despite these loans' inherent risk, 
lenders went ahead and packaged them to be sold 
to third parties, eliminating the original risk. For 
example, if a bank lends $50,000 to a regular 
Joe at an interest of 5%, then packages that loan 
and sells it to someone else for slightly less, the 
new owner becomes responsible for collecting 
the debt, thus letting the original lender off the 
hook. 

These loans were spliced, diced, 
repackaged and sold all over the world. It was 
assumed that because they were backed by 

ELLEN JILEK & AMANDA GEER 
Staff Writers 
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New Scholarships Emphasize Individual Achievement 
By CATHERINE HERZOG 
Staff Writer 

This summer, President Wtlson
Oye1aran and Admissions Office 
made a decision to shift competitive 
scholarships' emphasis from 
academic performance to leadership 
accomplishment 

Begioningrextyear, ''FnlirJ1tened 
LeadeJship Schoillooips" will replace 
''Competitive~ScholaIShips,'' 

awarding five scholarships in foorareas 
of leadeISbip, including Sustainability 
and Fnvironmental Activism, Civic 
Engagement, International Activism, 
and Creative Expressioos. 

No longer will students gather 
in February to take tests in language, 
science, music, or other academic 
fields. Far fewer scholarships will be 
given out, but those selected for the 
new scholarships will be awarded 
$5,000 annually, rather than the $2,000 
previously merited. 

Dean of Admissions Eric Staab 

believes the new scholarships more 
accurately represent the "culture of 
our campus," not viewing them as 
replacements for the competitive 
scholarships. For Staab, rather than 
being meaningful scholarships, the 
competitive scholarships had become 
a program to get accepted students to 
preview K.. Competitive Scholarship 
Day in mid-February, a significant 
event for aocepted students, was an 
inconvenient "yield event," meant to 
draw students to attend K, said Stabb. 

Staab wanted to shift programs 
for aocepted students from academic 
perfonnance to celebration, and 
feh this required a change in the 
scholarships. 

TheAdmissions Office perceived 
the competitive scholarships as fuiling 
to make a difference in students' 
decisions regarding ''K..'' In past years, 
the yield rnte of those who received 
the scholarships versus those did not 
was smaIl, meaning the $2,000 price 

tag didn't seem to sway students. 
Staab noted that the competitive 

scholarship progrnm was also 
discriminatory, requiring a sometimes 
impossible on-campus appearance 
for non-Michigan residents. Relying 
on paper applications, resume, and 
a portfolio when necessary, the new 
scholarships will not require an on
campus appearance. 

Jim Turner, voice professor 
and choir director, is concerned that 
participation in music ensembles may 
decrease. The Music Department 
awarded between 15 and 20 
scholarships in any given year, and 
students receiving the scholarship 
were required to participate in the 
department Now, with only 5 students 
receiving the Creative Expression 
scholarship, the department will be 
lucky to award one student 

"What happens when we have 
50 to 60 students audition, and we 
only have one scholarshipT' asked 

TtuIler. Turner saw the competitive 
scholarships as valuable to students not 
only because of the money awarded, 
but also because of the validation that 
came with the award. 

'Thegreatestlossmaybemissing 
out on recognizing students for their 
art and music, especially if they pursue 
other majors," said Twner, continuing, 
''My ensembles are the ones who 
are asked to sing at convocation, at 
homecoming, at baccalanreate, and 
it is those competitive scholarship 
winners who constantly represent the 
college." 

Andrew Mozina, chair of the 
EngJish Department, shares T='s 
concern. He saw Competitive 
Scholarship Day as a "wonderful 
way to give an account of one's time 
at K," and a "good moment to sell the 
college." 

One attnbute of the new program 
applicable to all departments is the 
ability to make recommendations 

to the Admissions Office based on 
applicants' portfolios. Departments 
will now give more feedback 
regarding students' merit and while 
this will not replace the competitive 
scholarship program, Mozina is glad 
that departments can cooperate with 
admissions. 

"[The department] would like 
to be able to collabornte on any 
major decision making process," said 
Mozina. Departments received news 
of the decision without consultation. 
Since then, departments have wodced 
alongside admissions to provide 
input. 

There's still uncertainty as to 
how the Fnlightened Leadership 
Scholarships will affect departments 
and students, and how they will 
impact campus culture as well as 
student participation in departments. 
However, the prevailing sentiment 
seems to be "we'll have to wait and 
see." 

J AMA J ammin' 62nd Bach Season Opens 
By PAUL TALPOS 
Staff Writer 

Week 3's Jama, "Remembering 
October 18"': The Legacy of the Murder
Suicide" was both a tnbute to the memory 
of two deceased K students, and a measure 
taken to prevent such a tragedy from ever 
happening again. 

In 1999, a troubled and depressed 
student, Neenef Odab, sent shockwaves 
through the K community when he shot and 
killed his ex-girlfriend, Margaret Wardle, 
before killing himself. 

The keynote speaker, English 
professor Gail Griffin, researched the tragedy 
and recently completed a book on domestic 
violence against women. 

In her presentation, Griffin 
emphasized the mljJOrtance oflearning from 
the shooting, as it defied so many common 
stereotypes about domestic violence. The 
ex-boyfiiend, for example, was described 
as slight and quiet instead of macho and 
aggressive, and the victim, Wardle, was 

described as "independent; not weak." 
"It's in actions, not types of people, 

that we can recognize the warnings that keep 
us safe," Griffin said. 

Much of her speech focused 
on ways to avoid domestic violence at 
K.. Griffin compiled a list of potential 
warning signs for first-year students, and 
spoke about risk factors including jealousy, 
violent temperaments, and pressure. She 
encouraged students to look out for their 
fiiends, explaining that in the case of Odab 
and Wardle, students knew that the couple 
was in an abusive relationship, but fuiled to 
take action. 

Margaret Wardle's family led a 
procession from the chapel to conclude the 
ceremony, ending with a moment of silence 
and reflection at the bench in her memory. 

Jama services are held in Stetson 
Chapel every Friday at 11:00 a.m. Next 
week's theme is "Strapped: Why It's Harder 
than Ever to Get Ahead, and What You Can 
Do About It" 

By CATHERINE HERZOG 
Staff Writer 

The Bach Festival ofKalama:zoo opened 
its 62nd season last Friday, October 10th with a 
collage concert featuring pieces by 1.S. Bach, as 
presented by area vocalists and instrumentalists. 
The concert featured wolks such as Bach's 
"Sonata in G Minor" (BWV 1043), "Jesu, 
Joy of Man's 
Desiring" and 
"Sheep May 
Safely Graze," 
both from the 
"Cantata208, the 
Hlmt Cantata" 
Phyllis Rawort, 
whose work on 
the haIpsichord 
has taken her all 
over the United 
States, ~, Bach Festival Opening 
Australia and New 
Zealand, will perfOllll, joining Yu-Lein, the 
Resident Artist at WMU. 'fu-Lein has given 
many recorder perfonnances throughout the 

United states, SoutheastAsia, and~. 
The Aspire Fnsemble \bcaI Quartet and 

the Kalama:zoo Mandolin and Guitar Orchestra 
also perfooned, showcasing fiuniliar members 
of the "K" community, including CorIyn 
Longer-Schreck, a soprano who teaches vocal 
studies at "K"; a tenor aDd K graduate, Howanl 
Tlticbma; baritone Joseph Schreck, a member 

of oor own Bach 
Choir;andmezzo
sq>rano Sara 
Quinn Rivara, an 
English professor 
at KYCC. 
"Beginning with 
Bach" was the 
first of many 
events held 
by the Bach 
Festival this year. 

Photo/Komal Chughtai Following this 
collage concert will be "BachFest Christmas!" 
, "Cantus in Concert," and the "Festival Finale 
Concert," held in the spring. More infonnation 
is available through the Bach Office. 
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Fundraising Walk for Bronson Kids 
Continued from page 1 
filces the threat of shrinking fimds. As was accomplished in Sunday's walk, which raise money for a great cause," said Michelle 
children's healthcare from public and private broughttogetherathletesfromnearlyeveryteam. Maiuri K'U, an athlete on both the basketball 
payers decrease, and softball teams. 
challenges for the Smitha Gudipati 
hospital have been K '08, of the women's 
increasing. tennis team, agreed. 

Smith received "It's also a good way 
a grant from the to get together and 
NCAA to help bond with the team 
fundraising' efforts, early in the season," 
with which she was she said 
able to double each Satisfied with 
walker's donation; the participation of 
participating athletes nearly 400 walkers, 
were asked to raise at the hospital considered 
least $10 each. the community event 

According to a large success. 
Smith, the athletic Angela Graham, 
departmentisseeking Executive Director of 
opportunities to get the Bronson Health 
athletes involved Foundation, remarked, 
in the community "We are thrilled with 

and although each Althl.etes Pose While Strutting Their Stufffor Broman's Kids PhotofToni Skalican this twnout, especially 
K athletic team is as this was our first time 
currently asked to do "individual WOlk in the 'The athletes at K are extremely dedicated and doing an event like this; we are especially 
community," Smith is pushing toward more committed. They step up and get things done," grntefultoKCollegeforthewonderfu!support 
collective community engagement Her goal said Smith. "I figure it's a great opportunity to of the students and administration." 

International Child Care Moves to Kalamazoo 
By ALLISON LAROSE 
Staff Writer 

Are you an avid proponent 
of world justice? Are you 
looking for a meaningful 
organization to contribute your 
time and efforts toward making 
the world a better place? 
International Child Care (ICC), 
who recently moved their 
headquarters from Columbus, 
Ohio, to Kalamazoo, may 
present the perfect opportuOlty 
for students wanting to make a 
positive impact on third-world 
countries. 

ICC is a Christian 
health agency dedicated 
to serving the hungry, 
impoverished, and physically 
ill in Haiti and the Dominican 

Republic, with about 80% of 
its efforts focused on Haiti. 
Founded by an American couple 
in 1961 after traveling to Haiti, 
ICC has continued to grow and 
is now one of the most highly 
reputed health organizations 
there. Its focus is to prevent 
illness and restore health for 
families with children in Haiti 
and the Dominican Republic. 

The program founded the 
Grace Children's Hospital in 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti, a hospital 
specifically focused on caring 
for children with tuberculosis. 
They also led a "Crusade Against 
Tuberculosis," collaborating 
with more than one hundred 
other clinics on the vaccination 
of more than three million 

Haitians, as well as finding 
and treating active cases of the 
disease. 

Ann Simmons, 
the Development and 
Communications Coordinator 
for the ICC headquarters, said 
that while tuberculosis is a main 
focus, they have been highly 
successful in decreasing infant 
mortality rates and working 
with disabled children in the 
Dominican Republic. The 
organization's most recent 
projects include providing care 
for mothers and mv positive 
patients in Haiti. 

Since the early 1990s, the 
Healthy Birth Program has 
educated midwives on proper 
procedures and health standards 

for childbearing, since more 
than 80% of al1 births occur in 
the home. In 1994, ICC began 
providing anti-retroviral medical 
treatment for HIV positive 
children and adults. Future 
projects include the continuation 
and expansion of current efforts 
to reduce illiteracy and provide 
clean, safe water for everyone in 
Haiti. 

Referring to the agency's 
recent move to Kalamazoo, 
Simmons explained, "This was 
a strategic move. Our national 
director is from Kalamazoo and 
he was always commuting to 
Columbus. This also expands 
our base, and reaches out to 
supportive churches in West 
Michigan." 

ICCwantstotakeadvantage 
of the city's college population 
as wel1; students who are 
interested in getting involved 
with the organization have 
many options, including writing 
translations for brochures 
(from English to Spanish and 
French), interning in public 
relations, and working for 
general fundraising initiatives. 
Anyone interested in helping 
ICC continue its mission can 
donate, join a local action 
group, or volunteer time at 
the headquarters. Contact Ann 
Simmons at (269) 382-9960 or 
e-mail at a.e.simmons@gmail. 
com. To learn more about this 
organization check out www. 
intlchildcare.org. 
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Attn: Dance Enthusiasts 
By JOSEPH SCHAFER 
Entertainment Editor 

Ka1amazoo Dance, the region's 
largest recreational ballroom dance 
organization is holding its annual 
gala dance on Saturday, October 18'" 
at the Air Zoo. Kalamazoo Dance is 
the Ka1amazoo chapter of nationwide 
dance enthusiast organizltion USA 
Dance, which has been tIying to have 
ballroom dancing accepted as an 
Olympic sport for over a decade. 

According to Ka1amazoo 
Dance President James Kirlcin, the 
event attracts young people as well 

as old. Last year approximately one 
tbinl of the attending meIIlbe:Is were 
college students, mostly from Western 
Michigan University. He feels the 
event would be something for students 
to consider not only for the sake of 
entertainment ''Balhoom dance can 
be a part of overall wellness" says 
Kirlrin. 

At the gala, attendees will begin 
the evening with a gounnet dinner and 
a one hour group dance lesson before 
cutting the rug beneath the Air Zoo's 
historic SR-7l B1acld>ird. Kalamazoo 
Dance tumtableist OJ Guy will play 

an ec1ectic set to support all kinds of 
couples dancing fiom the wa1tz to the 
drumba. 

Tickets for non-meIIlbe:Is are $70 
at the door and available at Ka1amazoo 
Dance's website. For students still 
interested in ballroom dance but with 
a little less in their wallet, there are 
other options; Kalamazoo College 
has its own swing enthusiast club! For 
those willing to make a quick. drive, 
Grand Rapids Original Swing Society 
(affectionately known as GROSS) 
offelll free dances every Tuesday night 
in GrnnQ Rapids. 
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COUN5ELIN~ CO~E~ 
By DR. PAT PONTO 
Director of Counseling 

The Counseling Center at 
''IC'' is a very busy place. We 
provide individual counseling and 
psychotherapy and we also perform 
assessments ofleaming disabilities 
and substance use. This year for the 
first time, we have a psychiatrist 
who will do medication evaluations 
for s1udents in the Counseling 
Center and consult with the staff 
each month. 

Our beautiful new Counseling 
Center is located on the first floor 
in the west wing of Hicks Center 
(just below the cafeteria) and is 
open fiom 9 am. wtil 5 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. To make 
an appointment, please fill out an 
intake form on the credenza in the 
entry way. A counselor will try 
to contact you within 24 hours. 
Counseling Center services are 
free, except for assessments and 
psychiatric evaluations. 

Students come to the 
Counseling Center with a variety 
of concerns - the most frequent are 
depression, anxiety, stress, difficulty 
in a relationship, and learning 
disabilities. Other students come 
because of academic problems, 
low self~ eating problems, 
family issues, difficulty in getting 
along with others or making 
mends, loss, trauma, sex.ua1 issues 
(including sex.ua1 orientation), and 
alcohol/other drug use. 

At your first counseling 
appointment, we will want you 
to describe what has brought you 
to us and how you wderstand 
the problem or concern. We may 
ask you questions about your 
backgrowd and other areas of your 
life to develop a more full picture. 
As counseling proceeds, we will 
work with you to tmderstand 
more about your concerns and the 
feelings that accompany them. 
Sorting through thoughts, feelings, 
and behaviors will help you 
understand yourself better, clarify 
your goals, and WOlX through your 

problems. 
Students are often concerned 

about the confidentiality of their 
counselingsessions. Confidentiality 
is strictly maintained at the 
Counseling Center. Explicit 
permission must be given by the 
s1udent, usually in the form of a 
signed release of information, for 
us to speak with anyone (mcluding 
parents, residence hall staff, 
professors and advisors) about a 
s1udent's use of our service. There 
is one exception to this policy 
of strict confidentiality: if we 
believe that a client is unable to 
continue functioning as a s1udent 
at ''IC'' or is a danger to self or 
others, we are ethically and legally 
botmd to inform persons who can 
help reduce the risks of harm or 
dysfunctional behavior. In these 
very serious situations, the s1udent 
is informed that such contacts must 
be made. 

In looking at our data from 
last year, there seemed to be 
patterns of presenting concerns 
for each year in school. First-years 
reported anxiety and depression, 
sophomores' most frequent issues 
were relationships and anxiety, 
juniors came to discuss depression 
and relationship concerns, and 
seniors focused on stress and 
relationship issues. So, in response 
to the very broad concern about 
relationships, our Index articles 
will focus on that topic this fall. In 
addition, we will offer educationa1/ 
support groups for the members of 
each class, focusing on easing the 
struggles of the participants and 
on understanding more about the 
year-in-school difficulties we're 
seeing. Please watch for intranet 
annowcements, cafeteria table top 
ads, and flyers on bulletin boards 
for information about our groups 
and programs. 

Check. out the table tents in 
the dining hall annowcing the 
groups we will be offering this fall 
and visit our website for further 
information. 
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Easy Cookin' with Rachel in the Dorms 

By RACHEL DALLMAN 
StaH"Writer 

Finding ways to 
from dorm to dorm. Hoben Hall 
in particular has one of the most 

Because it can be bought in a and/or green onions to sautee 
box (oftentimes with a flavor in a little butter. Add this to the 
pack), all you need is a pot of couscous and season with salt, 

bought pre-cut in containers) 
for a delicious mea\. If a little 
something extra sounds good, 
substitute the olive oil for 
pesto. 

be creative and healthy can 
be hard when eating in the 
cafeteria is the only option. 
With limited kitchen space and 
utensils, the cost of groceries 
and the hassle of getting to 
the store, cooking at school is 
often seen as a trying task. But 
it doesn't have to be: ramen is 
not the only answer. 

spacious and 
accommodating 
kitchens of 
the freshman 
dorms. 

So, 
here are a few 
simple, tasty 
ideas for meals 
on nights when 
you have a little 
extra time: 

Couscous is 
an excellent 
option! Instead A Delectable Donn-Prepared Dish 

pepper, or garlic 
powder to taste. 

Orzo is 
another way to add 
something new to a 
familiar, but boring 
noodle dish. The 
rice-shaped pasta 
is fun to eat and 
easy to make. Once 
again, all you need 
is a pot of boiling 
water. Simple, fresh 
flavors are always 
the best way to go 

Photo/Paloma Clohosscy with pasta so toss 

Finally, soup is the 
perfect way to warm up after 
a cold day. While it might not 
be the first thing people think 
to make, most soup recipes 
are really very simple. Lentil 
soup, for example, is quick 
and easy-cook your favorite 
veggies (carrots, peppers, 
onions, etc.), in oil until soft 
and stir in chicken broth and 
lentils; simmer. Add seasoning 
(salt, pepper, garlic, parsley, 
or vinegar) 

Contrary to popular 
belief, it is possible to whip up 
an easy, delicious meal on your 
own, avoiding the oftentimes 
heavy, greasy food served in 
the cafeteria. All the dorms 
are equipped with a kitchen 
and certain cooking utensils, 
though they do differ slightly 

of pasta, try this 
starchy, but light ingredient for 
the focus of your next meal. 

with olive oil, cherry 
boiling water. Pick up some tomatoes, basil and feta or 
squash, zucchini, bell peppers, fresh mozzarella (which can be 

Check out www.epicurius. 
com for more ideas on easy 
ways to eat in tonight. 

Stu-Org Profile: WJMD 
By KAITLYN WALTER 
StaH"Writer 

Since the 194Os, WJMD, named after 
its founder, JackM Dentler, has been Kalama700 
College's radio station. It has moved 1iom a tiny 
room in oldHicks'basernent, to a cramped room 
in the new 1ibrazy and finally, to its current home 
in the new Hicks. 

The current space is comprised of two 
rooms packed with CDs and vinyl records which 
are kept on hand as give-aways and to be played 
on the air. Aheady much ofWJMD's library has 
been lent to students for varioUs events. 

Even with their new home and free 
music, some on campus hardly know K has 
a !lIdio station-a tragedy considering most 
everyone has heard the legend of why WJMD is 
banned fromAMIFM radio. 

According to William Skora K '09, 
the myth surrounding WJMD is a long and 
varied one. In Michigan's 1991 Radio and 1V 
Broadcast Guide, WJMD was broadcasting as 
90.1 FM However, a year 1ater there wasn't any 
record of the station. Fact and rumor blend on 
this point, but legend has it that in the \ate 1990s 
a few WJMD members decided to step up the 
!lIdio's broadcast through illegal means. 

Without a license, the students running 
WJMD at the time broodcasted their program 

by rigging it up to the railroad tracks, allowing 
people to 1isten from as fur away as Detroit and 
Chicago. Some people have said that WJMD 
was even heard in Texas. Eventually, the FCC 
fuund out about the students' creative scheme 
and banned the station from broadcasting on the 
AMIFM channels for ten years. Currently, the 
station streams from the web at www.kzoo.eduI 
wjmd 

This year the station is co-sponsoring 
an event on October 15th in which they will air 
a documentary on Iran's youth. The filmmaker 
will be in attendance, in addition to an Iranian 
hip-hop artist Skora said that they are cwrently 
trying to get permission to air WJMD in 
Jazzman's and the new game room They also 
plan to do intetviews with several musical acts 
that will be on campus in the upcoming months. 

While at the moment the station is 
airing more shows than ever before, WJMD is 
still looking to expand its staff "It's so easy," 
Skora said "All are welcome, even with no 
experience." If interested in getting involved, 
email the station at wjmd@kzoo.edu. 

Music selection is often detennined 
by the OJ, although requests are appreciated. 
Students can bring in their own music on CD, 
vinyl, or MP3. A schedule oflive broadcasts can 
be fOUlld on the WJMD website. 

"Express" Movie Review > 

By CHRIS SIMON 
Contributor 

A football player from the wrong side of 
the tracks who defies the odds; a tough-as-nails 
head coaclJ. whose prickly exterior coo:ea1s a 
heart of goJd--..stop me if you've heard this one 
before. Despite its embrace of sports-movie 
cliches, 'The Express: The Fmie Davis Story" 
loses none of its inspirational wallop. 

The film's centerpiece is the strong 
performances from its lead actors. The \ate Ernie 
Davis is played winningly and truthfully by 
Rob Brown /Finding Forrester). Mr. Brown's 
greatest success lies in his navigating the 
whirlwind of social context and thereby helping 
keep track of the internal worlcings of the man 
who was to become the firstAftican-American 
Heisman Trophy winner in college football 
history. Veteran actor Dennis Quaid turns 
in one of his most convincing performances 
as Syrncuse University's no-nonsense 
head football coach Ben Schwartzwalder. 
&nprisingly, the most magnetic actor in the 
film was relative unknown Nelsan Ellis, in the 
role of Ernie Davis' politically active younger 
brother. 

The film is also the beneficiary of Gary 
FIeder's (Runaway Juxy) III¥XltIIplicated and 

economical direction, and cinematographer 
Kramer M<ngeothau's (Fracture) skillful use 
of desaturation to underscore The Express's 
historical significance. 

Morgenthau's inspired photography is 
particularly impressive in the film's stirring 
opening sequence in which a young Fmie 
Davis is gathering empty bottles with his 
brother along the railroad tracks that separate 
the black section of Elmira, New York from 
the white section. When a gang of whites 
attempts to take the bottles from the boys, 
Ernie's brother jumps aboard a passing train 
while Davis stands his ground. This sequence 
serves as a metaphor for the rest of the life of 
Fmie 'Elmira Express' Davis as presented in .. 
the film. From his transcendence of the racial 
attitudes of the early-1960's (he couldn't take 
part in the Cotton Bowl Trophy Presentation 
Banquet because the site was segregated) to his 
battle with leukemia that prevented him from 
playing a single N.Fl. game, 'The Express" 
presents Ernie Davis as a man who refused 
to bow to adversity and lived his too-short life 
with the utmost dignity. 

While'TheExpress" doesnothingtopush 
the genre, it works as a serviceable addition to 
the sports biopic pantheon. 3/5 stars. 

.. 
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The Crisis Explained 
Continued from page 3 

mortgages that were being traded 
on Wall Street started to depreciate 
quickly, and as a result, banks 
stopped lending. Why? Because these 
mortgages were divided into so many 
places that even now nobody is sure 
exactly what they are worth or who 
really owns which ones. 

This reality deters banks from 
lending more money; if a bank is 
unsure of how much money they have 
or whether another bank is going to 

be able to pay them back, that leaves 
little incentive to continue lending. 
If nobody is lending money, the 
market freezes up. It takes capital to 
build capital. • 

So what does this mean for 
students at K? If you have a student 
loan, it means that you could graduate 
into a work force that pays less than 
normal but still be burdened by 
paying back the original loan. As one 
panel member stated in a practical 
application example, "You are going 
to be eating a lot of mac n' cheese." 
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Week 3 Sports Results 
10/9 
Men's GolfMIAAJamboree: 7th 

place (of 8) 
Volleyball: Alma d. Kalamazoo 16-
25,20-25,25-21,25-16,15-11 

10/10 
Men's Cross-Country: 18th place 

10/11 
Football: Kalamazoo 35, Olivet 30 
Men's Soccer: Kalamazoo 3, Trine 
1 
Women's GolfMIAA Jamboree: 
4th place (of 9) 
Women's Soccer: Hope 3, 
Kalamazoo 1 

(of 20) at Michigan Intercollegiates 10/14 
Women's Cross-Country: 12th place Men's Soccer: Olivet 2, 
(of 19) at Michigan Intercollegiates Kalamazoo 0 

THIS WEEK IN SPORTS 
Mens Soccer 

The Hornets are now tied with Olivet for Hope outshotKalamawo 16-14. Freshman and Shane Nolan each caught an interception 
By JESSICA MAAS fiflh-place in the conference and are next in goalkeeper Taylor Comiskey had five saves and pass, and the defense had 5 sacks to keep the 

Sports Editor action when they travel to conference rival Hope allowed all three goals. Comets at bay. 
on Saturday, October 18"'. The Flying Dutch are The Hornets are next in action when they "It was a great win for us," said Luczak. 

The men's soccer team (5-6 overnll, 24 currently in second place in the conference. travel to Calvin on Saturday, October 18'" to take ''Hopefully we can keep this momentum going 
MIAA) managed to overtake conference rival Women S Soccer on the Knights, who are currently undefeated in into next week." 
Trine (6-6 overnll, 4-2 MIAA) in a 3-1 victory the conference. The Hornets are looking for another 
on Saturday, October 11. 

Football conference win next Saturday at Alma before 
The Thunder scored 35 seconds into the The women's soccer team (5-8 overnll, 0-3 they head home again for their Homecoming 

game to establish an early lead, but K sophomore MIAA) fell 3-1 to conference rival Hope (10-4 
By KELLY ARNES 

game on Saturday, October 25'" against the 
Dan Kellogg got one for the Hornets 14:331ater overnll, 4-1 MIAA) on Saturday, October IIIh fur Thunder ofTrine University. 
off a play from a Trine foul that allowed senior their third straight conference loss. Staff Writer 

Mens Golf mid-fielder Steve Hagerman to get the ball to "It was a well-fuught game but things didn't The Hornet football team (240vernll, 1-1 
him for the tie. quite worlc out our way," said senior captain MIAA) defeated the Cornets of Olivet College 

ByYUQIAN CAl The game remained tight for much of SarahAmosky. 35-30 on Saturday, October 11'" for their first 
the second bait; until sophomore Alex Baker The Flying Dutch scored 15 :31 into the first MIAA win this season. Staff Writer 

assisted sophomore Philip Tumer's goal at the half and it appeared as though the score would Olivet scored first, but the Hornets The men's golf team ended their final 
70:40 mruk Sophomore Ben Darling scored the remain unchanged fur the rest of the period, but managed to tie the score in the first quarter on match and tied for seventh place in the last 
final point from sophomore Dane Carey's assist Hope slipped the ball into the net again just seven a touchdown pass from quarteIback Brandon MIAA Jamboree of the season at Milham Parle 
just 6:47 later. seconds before the end of the half Luczak that connected with wide receiver Jimmy on Thursday, October 9. ''It wss a good season," 

'This game was paramount," said senior Ka1amazoo came out in the second half and Serne1sberger. The Cornets were unable to stop said senior captain Dan HoeveL ''Our team made 
Joe Boss, "due to not only conquering our ability looked to be starting a comeback when Arnosky as Kalamawo took the lead in the second quarter a lot ofimprovernentthis year." 
to come from behind, but to score more than two headed the ball into the goal off a .freshman with another touchdown pass to Seme1sberger K finished the match with a team score of 
goals." Maggie Rogers assist at the 62: 17 mruk The and then a 10 yard run by running back Adam 331. Trine won the round with a team score of 

Freshmen Martin Blanc and Phil Jackson excitement was short-lived, though, when Hope Powers to give the Hornets a 21-7 lead going into 305. Jtmior Noah Oesterle led Ka1amazoo with 
left the game in the first half due to injuries and responded just 18 seconds later to put another halftime. an 81, and received the best average score of77.6 
never retwned. A total of five yellow card<J were point on the board for the Flying Dutch. Neither The Hornets lost their lead in the third in the team for this season. 
awarded throughout the game, three of which team scored for the rest of the period. quarter after Olivet scored 17 points to bring the K remained in seventh-place in the 
were received by Hornets: senior Nate Victor ''It puts us in an underdog position for the score to 21-24. But Kalamawo pulled through conference overnll, 30 strokes ahead of Alma, 
and sophomore Alex Ola1Sson in the first bait; rest of the games in the MIAA," Amosky said in the fourth to win the game 35-30 after Luczak. and averaged a team score of 319.5 strokes. 
and Carey in the second half ''I think that some people might start to overlook connected with wide receiver Cory McCain on Olivet won the championship with an average 

Senior goalkeeper Josh Wablstrom had us but we definitely have the potential to make two different occasions. team score of299.3 strokes. 
three saves and allowed one goal Trine outshot a statement in the next couple of games that we Steve Charon and Mike Herman led the Hoevel won the Sportsmanship Award 
Kalamawo 12-11. have." Hornet defense with 10 tackles each. Charon fromMIAA 



Step Inside Stetson Chapel's Bell Tower 
By KATIE STEFL 
StalfWriter 

You can hear the bells of Kalamazoo 
College ringing for weddings, funerals, 
graduation and other special occasions. 
However, wilike most cburcb bells in the 
oountry, the bells of Kalamazoo College 
are actually nmg by hand. One of only 45 
active sets of bells bung for change ringing 
in all of North America, and the only set 
in Michigan, the bells of Stetson tower are 
truly a culturnJ treasure. 

Sabrina Jordan, the veteran student 
member of the Kalamazoo College Guild 
of Change Ringers, recently gave me a tour 
or the tower and explained to me the inner 
wOlkings of change ringing. 

Continued on page 6 Change Ringers Get the Job Done Photo {Komal Chughtai 

Hicks Nears Completion: Students & Faculty Weigh In 
By ERIC MICHAELSEN 
StalfWriter 

For the last couple years, faculty. 
staff, and students have anticipated the 
new Hicks Center. but now that it stands 
in a state of near-completion, what kind 
of marks does it get? 

The Good: 
The old Hicks needed a bealth 

cbeckup. According to Paul Manstrom. 
Director of Facilities Management 
and a member of the H ;cks Planning 
Committee, "We needed to address a lot 
of the infrastructure." The windows were 
old and leaky, wasting lots of energy to 
keep the building wann, and there was 
decades-old asb ·~tos that needed to be Hick Lobby Photo {Komal Chughtai 

removed as well. 
LEED certification is one of tbe most 

important aspects of the building. and 
according to Manstrom, "The Planning 
Committee ultimately rcjected going 
for LEED ... But that's wben tbe student 
body stepped in." Most of the building 
reflects this trend. [n the results of one 
survey administered during the planning 
pbase, students were least satisfied with 
performance, hang out, and meeting 
spaces, as well as the game room. all of 
which bave been attended to in the new 
Hicks. 

Finally. the new Hicks was engineered 
with Universal Accessibility in mind. 
According to Tom Ponto, another major 

player on the planning committee. "before 
the renovation there were 11 different 
levels" and for those with physical 
disabilities "it was really difficult to get 
around the building." Now, even though 
it may be confusing to get to the Student 
Organization space, it can be reasonably 
accomplished. 

The Bad: 
Streamlining the Mail Center and 

Mail Hut into one facility has slowed 
down both. According to Carol Cowper, 
the Mail Center Supervisor. "we were 
never asked 'do we want to be combined 
With the students?' or 'do we think that 
it's a good idea?'" Now, with the traffic 

Continued on page 4 

Teach for America Pulls in Large Numbers IN THIS ISSUE 
By COLLEEN LAWRENCE 
StalfWriter 

On Oct. 29th, Ryan Booms K '09 
will have his final interview to detennine 
wbether or not be will achieve his dream 
of the past four years. Booms will go to 
Detroit and teach a five-minute lesson to 
a group of peer applicants for Teach for 
America 

"My senior year in high school I 
carne on a recruit weekend, and a senior 
on [the swim 1 team had been accepted It's 
been a four-year plan for me. He sold it to 
me, and he hadn't even done the program. 

I've kept in touch with him since. He's told 
me all about the challenges and the rewards 
of it, and it hasn't changed my mind," said 
Booms. 

Teach for America is the brainchild 
of Wendy Kopp, who carne up with the 
program in her undergraduate thesis at 
Princeton University. Begun in 1990, 
according to its mission statement, the 
program is "working with a great sense 
of urgency to build the movement to 
eliminate education inequity by enlisting 
our nation's most promising future leaders 
in the effort." 

Once accepted into TF A, participants 
go through a rigorous one- to two-month 
training session and are placed in a region 
that has educational inequity for a two-year 
stint 

Teach for America is fairly ,,:eU 
known at K, thanks to area Director of 
Recruitment Emily Kraft. Kraft who 
finished her own time with TFA in June 
and started working for the program shortly 
thereafter. She oversees seven schools in 
the area, working to encourage students 
to apply and helping them through the 

Continued on page 8 
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Yetlr 
Freshman 

I/"m<'-
tOU'1l 

Northbrook, 
Illinois 

Intended 
Major. 
English 

What is the first aisle you visit in 
the grocery store? Cereal aisle 

If you could make all ice cream 
flavor. what would it be? Well, I'm 
not really into sweet things, but I 
guess it would be pumpkin pie. 

What is your favorite tree? The 
sweet Acacia tree 

Who was the teacher you disliked 
the most in high school and why? 
My teacher who taught Religion 
Part 7 (I went to a Catholic high 
schooL). He was a pathological 
liar 

If you were a director of a movie. 
who would be the first actress/actor 
you would hire? Natalie Portman 

What was the hardest thing about 
movillg from Texas to Michigall? 
Probably the climate change, 
although it hasn't been that hard. 

What are your thoughts Oil the 
current electioll? I absolutely hate 
the two party system. 

So thell. what would you change 
about our country? I would get rid 
of tbe two party system, and our 
superiority complex. 

What makes the world a better 
place? Understanding. If we all 
could have understanding, we'd be 
pretty good. 

--Martha Cavazos K' I I 
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Gentlepersons' Club 
By JULIA GANTMAN 
StaffWriterlPhotographer 

Salutations, sophisticated readers! 
It pleases me greatly 10 introduce the 
Gentlepersons Club: a gathering for the 
inleUectuaI sort 10 mock inleUectuals 
by acting pompous and wearing lOp 
hats. The club 
was founded 
by Alexander 
Griffin K '12 and 
Kelsey Gordon K 
'12 as they sat in 
the Trowbridge 
loungeanddreaml 
of inteUectual 
pondering, 
pontificating and 
chin stroking. 

Originally, 
il was to be 
called "The 
Gentlemen's 

of four gentlemen: Alexander Griffin 
K'12, Theodore Sweetser K' 12, Wtlliam 
Schlaack K' 12 and Michael Chenoweth 
K'12. II was a grand combination of 
self-mockery, theatricality and eccentric 
conversation, mcluding "126 umque 
profanities" (for instance, the inventive 

"buU honky. ") 
Words such as 
"unfathomable," 
"preposterous. " 
"indubitably" and 
"phantasmagoric" 
drifted around the 
circle of erudite 
gentlepeople as 
they discussed 
baUroom dancing 
and the health 
benefits of 

C I u b ; " Gentlemen Tip Their Hats 
however, due 

pipe lobacco. 
Individuals 
passing by were 
entertained by the 

spectacle, some 
to "unclean implications" and gender 
discrimination, ilwas promptly changed 
to its current name. The club especiaUy 
wanted for women 10 feel weloome, and 
it presently bas three dedicated female 
members: Kelsey Gordon K'12, Katy 
Sly K' 12 and Hannah Royce K' 12. 

00 the day I observed the club, 
I was the only lady present in a circle 

giggling, some giving a supportive nod 
of the head and others giving a w3fY 
glance, quickly oontinuing along the 
sidewalk. 

After some bearty scoffing, 
argumentative dueling, and classical 
music appreciation the meeting came to 

a close. FareweUs were said and voice 
inflections retwned to normal. 
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Voting Away From Home 
Challenges in Gov't Bureaucracy 

By JANIE CHU & ALLISON LAROSE 
Staff Writers 

The upcoming presidential 
election has left many Kalamazoo 
College voters frustrated. Aside 
from their indecision over who 
to elect, many students face 
challenges in actually filling out a 
ballot. So with all the campaigns 
to register students to vote (if 
you remember Fall Fest and the 
registration table outside the 
cafeteria), why are some students 
still having difficulty in casting 
their votes? 

Some reasons include 
having class or labs on Election 
Day, and complications with 
paperwork, including obtaining 
an absentee ballot. According to 
Rob Foley K'08, the legislation 
in Michigan prohibits people from 
voting absentee on presidential 
elections if it is their first time 
voting, and requires them to go 
their city or township Secretary 
of State and Clerk's office and ask 
specifically for an absentee ballot 
as a first time voter, or vote in 
person. 

The requirement for first 
time voters to vote in person is 
troublesome if they live far from 
Kalamazoo. The Index conducted 
a quick informal poll of fifty
eight students in Chrissey Hall 
(excluding international students, 
of course) on the struggles of 
college student voting. Four 
of fifty-eight students tried to 
change their voter registration 
residence from their hometown to 
Kalamazoo and have not received 

their new registration cards yet. 
One of these students said he could 
not vote last year because he had to 
change his driver's license--it took 
him six months to complete the 
process. For the other three, this 
presidential election will be their 
first time voting, which means they 
cannot vote in Kalamazoo if they do 
not receive their registration cards. 
Two said that they will go home to 
vote, but the other said that she will 
not. 

Many students are hindered 
by paperwork issues. "In my opinion, 
Secretary of State and Clerk offices 
are under-funded and understaffed, 
to meet the needs of election year 
voting and registration," said Foley, 
"This makes it especially difficult 
for students to navigate the system ." 
The Chrissey Hall poll concluded 
fifteen of fifty-eight people have 
not received their absentee ballots. 
Two said they will not vote if they 
do not receive absentee ballots. 
One student had to go to the State 
office to request an absentee ballot 
and has yet to receive one. 

Despite these problems, 
students still have a strong desire to 
vote. Some are trying to return to 
their hometowns; some professors 
have cancelled class to encourage 
tudents to vote. According to 

the Chrissey Hall poll, seventeen 
students will be voting in-person 
in Kalamazoo. Students also have 
the opportunity to take a shuttle bus 
this year, a service provided by K 
Votes!. 

Let's Talk About the Issues 
The Economic Crisis & The Future 
By SINDHURAKOMPEUA 
Staff Writer 

What is the current economic crisis 
and how will it affect your future? What 
is the impact of the war on your potential 
earnings, Social Security, tax increase 
and education loans? 

These were just some of the many 
questions answered in this year's Weber 
Lectures. The lectures were started by 
William Weber K '39 and on October 
16th, this year's speaker, Tamara Draut, 
presented the first of the series of 
lectures. 

Director of the Economic 
Opportunity Program at Demos, 
Draut, is the author of "Strapped: Why 
America's 20 and 30 Somethings Can't 
Get Abead." 

"What explains the reasons for 
today's economic decline?" she asked 
the audience. 

A few audience members hesitantly 
ventured, "War," 

Staring hack, Draut said, "Yeah, but 
there's more to it. Today's generation 
wants fancy gadgets; it's the generation 
of iPods and plasma TVs, but moreover 
today's generation relies too heavily on 
the government." She explained that the 
U.S. is experiencing a level of decline 
greater than ever before. "The bad news 
is that it's going to get worse," she said. 

Draut contrasted today's 
economic crisis with that of her own 
generation. She said that her generation 
had three things that the current lacks. 
First, an economy that supported good 
jobs and wages for people even without 
college degrees. Second, productivity was 
high, creating more money. And third, 
there were a range of public policies that 
helped to build a strong middle class. 

She added, "Today's generation is 

embarking on failed ideologies, public 
policies, action and it is in the midst of 
the great financial meltdown. Today's 
earnings for men have declined by 28 
percent, but the earnings for women 
have increased by only 10 percent in 
the course of three decades." 

Draut described today's economy 
as an "automated airport walkway" 
and also said, 'There is a paycheck 
paralysis. " 

As the crowd wondered about 
how today's generation is getting by, 
she stated that "Most are relying on 
debt through the use of credit cards 
during the times of emergencies and/or 
necessities. " 

Further, she added, "We've done 
nothing to address the fundamental 
change that is that women work!" 
Other countries have taken this issue 
into account, but the U.S. still doesn't 
recognize that both parents work in the 
today's typical family. 

"I'm optimistic that you'll find 
something," she closed, "but the stakes 
are high because you're the generation 
which will either be recognized as the 
generation that lived through its own 
demise or the generation that lived 
through the American dream." 

Afterward, Dr. John Dugas, K's 
associate professor of political science, 
said "The speech felt positive and 
reflected on the obstacles facing this 
generation. She 'seffective in converging 
the obstacles in a very useful way." 

Julie Kedroske, K' II, also 
commented: "] thought that the speech 
was good, accessible, talked about the 
issues that were most important or 
pressing for my life, especially college 
debt, etc." 

3 
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Hicks Center: The Good, The Bad & The Costly 
Continued from page 1 

of both office assistants and 
students, the wait is long, and 
many of the student workers are 
still being trained on the expanded 
functions of the center. Even 
Cowper is being forced to pick 
up new job functions. The old 
copy center had a bookshelf with 
departmental copying and open 
mailboxes so that office assistants 
could deliver interdepartmental 
mail. According to Cowper, "that 
was one of the requests we had in 
one of our meetings, that we have 
mailboxes with slots ... We were 
told that that wasn't feasible to 
have that." 

Manstrom explained the lack 
of slots as being related to the 
student combination mailboxes. 
"With the combination locks, if 
the slot was there, you could just 
reach in." But the departmental 
mailboxes are keyed, so Cowper's 

issue remains. Students, in the 
meantime, are not happy with the 
combination mailboxes, many 
students still frustrated by their 
touchiness after four weeks. 

By the end of Week 4, the 
Hickscentcrremained incomplete. 
Manstrom admits "The only 
signs we have now are paper," 
and "we're still tying up all the 
loose ends." The Richardson 
Room, the Bookstore, and all of 
the restroom signage still needs 
to be posted. Moreover, there are 
several monitors scheduled to be 
put up throughout the building and 
the audio wiring for the building 
is incomplete. William Skora 
K'09, speaking for WJMD, has 
expressed concern over the length 
of time it has taken to get WJMD 
wired to the rest of Hicks,and 
was recently disappointed to find 
out "the Richardson Room will 
not be able to receive that feed," 

something he had previously 
anticipated. Manstrom explained, 
"The cabinet that was built [to 
house the Hicks AIV wiring 
system] was built too small, and 
somehow that slipped through 
the cracks." They are currently 
rebuilding it, and along with 
everything else, "the deadline 
for that is to have it in place by 
homecoming." 

Likewise, Skora complained 
that WJMD was meant to have 
key-card access finished by the 
end of summer. "The completion 
date for this has been pushed 
back a couple times, and there's 
no current date," meaning 
student DJs have to hunt down 
either security or the union 
desk employee. The same goes 
for the Student Organization 
Suite. Catherine Herzog K '09, 
the managing editor for The 
Cauldron, agreed with Skora: 

"The Student Organization Suite 
is a terrific space, but it's too hard 
to access after hours. There was a 
key-card reader that didn't work, 
but then they took it away, and 
we still don't have keys to our 
individual offices." 

Jazzman's Cafe also 
sparked controversy: it offers 
a bold, competitive alternative 
to Biggby's but many are 
disappointed by the lack of fried 
food. Dean Westfall pointed 
out that the dining committee, 
comprised primarily of students, 
"was pretty committed to having 
healthy options ... They didn't 
want the burgers and fries kind 
of thing." As for the competition, 
her hope is that "both Biggby's 
and the Richardson Room will be 
successful." As for grease, there's 
still Rice Kitchen. 

The Costly: 
The building cost $14 

Million, but that is not 
necessarily an unreasonable sum. 
According to Ponto, "we shopped 
everything with this project to 
get the best value for the college. 
Does that mean that we did it as 
inexpensively as possible? No. 
We were looking for the best 
value." As Kalamazoo College 
is ranked lowest in the GLCA for 
building-related debt and forth
lowest for tuition, the price is 
really a non-issue. 

In the meantime, Westfall 
explained, "This is probably the 
year we find out how well the 
building really works." Brian 
Dietz, the Director of the Hicks 
Student Center, wants to hear 
both praise and concerns about 
the building. After all, it is the 
student center: "We want to 
hear suggestions from people. 
We want to hear how it's being 
used." 

J AMA J aInInin' SKWIRRELS By James Spica 
By PAUL TALPOS 
Sta/fWrirer 

At Week 4's Jama, Tamara Draut 
gave a lecture on her book, "Strapped; 
Why It's Harder than Ever to Get 
Ahead, and What You Can Do About 
It."' 

Draut began the service by 
discussing several of the issues facing 
young people today-namely lack of 
health insurance, lower wages, the 
rising cost of a college education, 
and the fact that it's harder than 
ever to get ahead without a degree. 
Draut attributed these problems to 
society and business losing a sense of 
responsibility towards improving the 
lives of common people, a trend she 
thought was exemplified by Ronald 
Reagan's presidency. To combat these 
issues, Draut encouraged students to 
become politically active, particularly 
in next month's election. 

Before the Q&A session, Draut 

concluded with a Top-10 list of 
financial tips for college and 
beyond: 

I. Don't be stupid, especially in 
regard to overspending with credit 
cards 

2. Don't get suckered by 
deceptive credit card offers 

3. Double check your math when 
you're dealing with credit and loans 

4. Get real and don't have 
unrealistic expectations for life after 
college 

5. Don't drop out 
6. After college, live with 

your parents for a few months to 
accumulate money 

7 Don't buy the car of your 
dreams with your first job 

8. Say yes to a 40 I (k), particularly 
if your employer offers to match it 

9. Know your credit score 
10. Get and stay politically 

active 

.,, , 
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Iranian Hip-Hop Artist Busts Rhymes at K 
By COLIN KING 
Staff Writer 

On the stage of Dalton Theatre last 
week, an unimposing, 26-year-old Iranian 
man stood nervously in the spotlight 
waiting for the wailing call-to-prayer set 
to an American hip hop beat to signal 
him to start rapping. The crowd of 60 or 
70 restless K students, eager to get their 
Friday night started, was diminishing 
steadily, but those who stayed witnessed 
what could be an overseas musical 
phenomenon. 

international travel was shut down during 
the Iran-Iraq War. After finally returning to 
the United States, Sarmast heard that her 

and worked with people like David Bowie 
and a very young Jon Bon Jovi. Applying 
her history and expertise of music, she made 

deep love for his region. In this way, h 
really is the Persian Tupac. 

Over the soft sound of a bubblin 
hooka, Vas tells us how the youth of Iran ar 
many and misunderstood-how 70 percen 
oflran's population is under the age of30 
most of these people are students, youn 
entrepreneurs, and artists struggling to gai 
recognition and support their families. H 
shows us that these are people who hel 
candlelight vigils the night of Septembe 
11th 200l. 

But probably not, if the lack of 
interest from our own classmates is 
used as an indicator. Regardless, those 
in attendance were treated to something 
we don't see everyday: a genuinely 
talented, struggling artist bearing his 
soul to a bunch of foreigners, and a very 
entertaining impromptu Farsi Freestyle 
over a student-supplied beatbox. 

best friend, 
a 16-year-
old fellow 
student, was 
killed in an 
air raid. 

"'I've 
always felt 
that the 
tensions 
between the 
United States 
and Iran are 
like Mom 
and Dad 

. the 60-minute 
documentary 
focusing on a 
very popular 
rapper named 
Vas, who has 
been called the 
'Persian Tupac' 
and to whom 
Sarmast is now 
married. The 
film discusses 
his frustrations 
over love for 
Iran and its 
people. The 
Iranian enmity 
toward the 
movie 300, drug 

The show opened with Neda Sarmast, 
the Iranian-American documentary 
filmmaker who moved from Iran to the 
United States when she was nine. A trip 
to Iran taken during a spring break in her 
teens turned into a two-year stay after 

fighting, " 
say s 
Sarmast. She 
channeled 
that conflict 

Yas 1 the Persian Tunac into making r 
Photo /Nathan Gihnour addiction, and 

the circulation 
of a sex tape of an Iranian actress, are all 
subjects of his lyricism. He pleads with his 
country, and with us, to stop killing and 
being insensitive, while still professing a 

Now, Vas is the most popular rappe 
in Iran and he is attempting to break int 
the American market. He is signed with 
company that is tied to Tupac's publishin 
company, and he is already green-lighted fo 
a mash up with the doe-eyed West-Coaste 
His MySpace page has over 200,00 
views, and can be found at MySpace.co 
yaspersian2. The documentary by Yas' wi£ 
is already partially on the Internet, and ha 
a few potential buyers, including CNN. 

It took Carolyn Deshants two month 
to put together this presentation. All he 
hard work will not go unnoticed though 
as she ensured that Kalamazoo will b 
featured in Yas' next song. 

a film that shows the similarities between 
Americans and Iranians. 

Sarmast was previously employed by 
the music industry, an avenue where she met 

Ins & Outs of Scholarships: What You Need to Know 
By AMANDA GEER 
Staff Writer 

Need to pay off tuition 
but don't know where the 
money will come from? How 
about financing your study 
abroad? Feeling overwhelmed 
and lost looking at all those 
big, scary numbers? Never 
fear, help is here-and its name 
is "Scholarship." 

What is a scholarship, 
exactly? It is money from 
a private organization, the 
state, or your school that is 
awarded to you without the 
expectation that it will be 
paid back. Scholarships are 
generally awarded on basis of 

merit (academic), need (if you 
don't have the funds to make 
ends meet) or athletics. If you 
qualify, you will receIve a check 
towards college expenses. 

Sounds great, but how 
can you get one? Scholarships 
can be found in various locales. 
To qualify for scholarship money 
from the state, you'll need to 
fill out an online form called 
the FAFSA (Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid). This 
form evaluates your financial 
need based on information you 
provide about you and your 
parents' income. It's made 
available January I of every 
year. In the state of Mich;gan, 

this form is due by March I but 
because financial aid is awarded 
on a first come, first serve basis, 
it is best to get it in as soon as 
possible. 

Kalamazoo College is 
known for awarding students 
fi.nancial aid based on merit or 
need. According to the school's 
website, 99% of K students 
receive financial aid that's a 
lot! This aid is usually awarded 
when students first apply, is 
almost always gauranteed for all 
four years, and comes bundled 
together in a "financial aid 
package". 

But the school and 
the state aren't the only ones 

giving away money. When those 
resources are tapped, there are 
scads of private donors looking 
to give students a hand paying 
for college. Websites like www. 
scholarships. com and fastweb. 
com are search engines that 
present you with scholarships for 
which you maybe eligible. After 
you've found a scholarship, 
simply complete the application 
process, write an essay, submit 
them and you're done! No 
sweat, right? 

Private donors are also 
the hest resources for study 
abroad scholarships. Employers 
recognize the value of a study 
abroad experience and are 

helping students get there. The 
Fulbright Program and Rotary 
International are only two of the 
many organizations commItted 
to funding students' study 
abroad experiences. There are 
also websites, such as iefa. 
org and studyabroadfudning. 
org, that cater specifically 
to helping students studying 
overseas. 

Finally, don't be 
daunted by thoughts of 
competing against other 
students for aid. Every year, 
millions of dollars in aid 
doesn't get claimed and just 
sits there. So go and out and 
get yourself some! 
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Ringing K's Bells 
Continued from page 1 

From the balcony of the Chape~ the bells 
can be reached through a door with a lock but 
no handle, and a long wrought iron ladder up 
through a very dark, very narrow tunnel. From 
the ladder, you emerge in a room with a floor 
made of 6 feet of solid concrete, which separates 
the bells from the ringers below. Ropes run up 
through small holes in the floor to the eight bells 
above. 

The room on the ground leve~ under that 
giant slab of concrete, is where all the ringing 
talces place. At seven o'clock this past Monday, 
the change ringers began to arrive. Five members 
of the Kalamazoo community make up the 
backbone and provide stability to the change 
ringing program. Before practice began, Sabrina 
and the other members explained the process. 

Most students, accustomed to the recorded, 
mechanized bells found commonly in cities and 
towns throughout the country, find the bells to be 
nothing more than a cacophony of sound. While 
it is true that the bells don't produce melodies, 
they do ring in constantly changing sequences of 
pat1Erns. Rob, wbo has been ringing for over a 
decade, and Linda, who has been ringing for half 

of her life, explained the basic idea. For 6 bells, 
there are 720 combinations in which the bells can 
be rung. The pat1Erns are called methods, and can 
be followed for hoW'S. 

At rest, the bells are in the mouth down 
position. To play them, the ringers begin by 
raising them so that their mouths are pointing 
upwards. All at once, six ringers begin a fast, 
rllythmic, smooth pulling of their ropes and the 
bells ring out in a clashing of tones and notes 
unti~ finally, the ringers come to rest and the bells 
are ready to be played. 

The ringers proceeded to play a few 
"methods." They begin by ringing the bells in 
sequence, one through six. Then, they switch 
places in the pattern. As Rob explained, it's not so 
much a physical thing as a mental thing, simply 
because it is important to understand your place 
in the pattern. 

The Kalamazoo change ringers are a unique 
group. K College students benefit from their free 
instruction on the bells, and get a P.E credit for 
each quarter they are involved. Practices are 
held on Mondays and Wednesdays from 7 to 

9pm, and practices are laid back. Members are 
welcoming and they're always looking for more 
members. 
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Shake Up Your Weekend 
By JOSEPH SCHAFER 
Entertainment Editor 

Reality check of the day; 
Weekends at K can get a bit dull. If 
you aren't stuck in your room with 
your friends watching mOVIes or 
playing Mario Kart you're probably 
playmg beer pong in a house so 
crowded that it's a fire hazard. Not 
that any of that's a bad thing, but in 
case you want to stretch your legs 
there are alternatives out there. 

The big event this weekend, of 
course, will be the Homecoming 
Dance, which for the first time will 
be DJ'd entirely by campus radio 
WJMD. There's a board on the 
station window in Hicks Center for 
suggesting songs. 

.On Friday night the college will 
continue its series of free feature 
film screenings with Ridley Scott's 
Gladiator, starring Russel Crowe. 
Last Week's Wall-E screening was 
packed, so I suggest going early. The 
prints tend to be a bit pixilated, but 

it's an Oscar winner and it's free, so 
why not? If you want your film artsy, 
though, WMU's Little Theater will 
be showing Sundance Festival hit 
American Teen this weekend only. 
Student tickets are only $3. 

For theater enthusiasts It'S a ripe 
weekend. The Civic is performmg a 
1950s musical revue called Senior 
Class Sock Hop. Meanwhile, WMU 
will be sbowing Our Lady of 121" 
Street. Forthose looking for something 
a bit more intense, the Whole Art 
Theater is still running Exonerated, 
the true life story of six wrongfully 
convicted death-row inmates. The 
play is culled from transcripts and 
diaries of the actual inmates, so this 
is not one for the weak of heart. 

On the pricey end of the spectrum, 
Comedy TV star Carlos Mencia will be 
performing his new comedy act at the 
Kalamazoo State Theater do\\ntown. 
If you like Mencia's particular brand 
of humor the show starts at six, but 
will run you about $50 

Peer Health Advocate Responds to Concerns 
By TONI SKALICAN 
News Editor 

Dear Peer Health Advocate, 
Since coming to K,l've been learning 

a lot about environmental issues, and 
I 've decided to become a vegetarian. 
Unfortunately, although I've been guilted 
into giving up meat, I've been feeling a 
difference: I have less overall energy, and 
T've had more frequent headaches. My 
vegetarian friends say that I can get all 
of the vitamins and nutrients I need from 
a vegetarian diet, bill I can 1 help but feel 
like something s miSSing. What can I do ? 

--Anonymous 

Dear Anonymous, 
It 's true--you can get all of the 

nutrients you need from a meat-free diet
-but it means being mindful of your food 
choices. 

There are many good reasons for 
"going vegetarian." Whether standing 
up for animal rights, personal bealth, or 

the environment (realizing that the factory 
farming industry severely pollutes and 
depletes our fresh water sources, arable 
land, and clean air), vegetarianism is 
gaining popUlarity. 

Still, as a vegetarian, it is essential to 
maintain a balanced diet while making it a 
priority to get certain vitamins and nutrients 
that your body might be accustomed to 
getting from animal sources. 

According to your symptoms, it 
sounds like you may need more calcium. 
Indicators of calcium deficiency include 
muscle cramping, eye-twitching, inability 
to sleep, and even heartbeat irregularity. 
Furthermore, calcium deficiency can 
lead to arthritis, high blood pressure, and 
osteoporosis, according to Vegetarian 
Times magazine. 

Here's a list of calcium sources from the 
Student's Vegetarian Cookbook, by Carole 
Raymond, to help guide your choices; 

Excellent Sources of Calcium; 

Green, leafY vegetables, 
including kale, collard greens, and bok 
choy 

- Dairy: milk and yogurt 
- Calcium-fortified orange juice, 

tofu, soy milk, rice milk, and breakfast 
cereals 

- Finn cheeses, including cheddar, 
mozzarella, parmesean, jack, and swiss 

Good Sources; 
- Black beans, navy beans 
- Broccoli, spinach 
- Com tortillas 
- Dried figs 
- Tahini (sesame butter) 

Minor Sources: 
- Butternut squash, sweet potatoes, 

carrots, lentils, and oranges 

Secondly, make sure you get enough 
vitamin 0, which helps bones absorb 
calcium. You can meet your daily vitamin 
o needs by getting daily sun exposure. 
However, if you ' re of a darker skin tone or 

you just aren't the outdoorsy type, you may 
not be absorbing enough. In this case, it's 
important to take in eggs or dairy, or eat 
fortified foods. Breakfast cereals provide 
adequate vitamin 0, but if fortified foods 
aren't a part of your nonnal diet you can 
always take a multivitamin. 

Thirdly, make sure you're getting 
enough vitamin B 12. The only dietary 
sourcesofthis vitamin are animal products, 
including eggs, milk, and nutritional 
yeast. [fyou're a vegetarian skimping on 
dairy,--a vegan-a multivitamin is crucial. 
A recent health report by the New York 
Times linked vitamin B 12 deficiency to 
heart disease ana stroke, Alzheimer'S 
disease and dementia, frailty, depression, 
and osteoporosis. 

[If you have a health concern, the 
peer health advocate would love to help 
you get to the bottom of it. Please send 
your nutrition, exercise, and overall 
weI/ness questions to peerhealth@kzoo 
Wi!] 
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Calling All Cowpeople: Wild Nights at Wild Bull 
By RACHEL DALLMAN 
StaffWrirer 

several fake corpses 
from the ceiling 
inside, as well as the 
classic cobwebs and 
black drapery. In 
short, this place is 

hangmg Two of my friends ordered the food dish of noodles, ground beef, 
tomatoe sauce, and 
spices that turned out 
to be more boring than 
comforting. My other 
dinner companion, a 
vegetarian, went for 
one of the few menu 
items she had the 
option of picking frO,"l. 

The Calamity Jane 
Portabella Mushroom 
Sandwich had good 
flavor and was another 
interesting and needed 
veggie menu item at a 
place where meat is 
the main item. I went 
for what I knew would 
be good-a burger, 
since the steaks, while 
tempting, were a little 
too pricey for a college 
student's budget. My 

fries, it was the perfect meal. 

Don't go to Wild Bull in 
downtown Kalamazoo If you're 
looking for a quiet, low-key 
evening. Between the bar, the 
noisy crowd and, of course, the 
mechanical bull dominating 
the middle of the room, a 
night in this friendly, animated 
restaurant is not for the faint of 
heart. For those of us looking for 
the company of a few cowboy 
hats and a simple, if not fairly 
priced menu, Wild Bull is a fun 
place to spend a few hours. 

a dream location for 
a twelve-year-old 
boy's birthday party, 
which happened to 
be going on at the 
table next to ours. 

Just as 
Wild Bull is not 
for the lover of 
peace and quiet, 
it is not especially 
geared toward the 
vegetarian either. 
Although there are 
more salads than 
I expected to find 
on the menu of a 
steakhouse, most 

To add to the already 
somewhat over-the-top 
atmosphere, my companions 
and I happened to go to Wild 
Bull during the Halloween 
season, and the establishment 
does not skimp on decorations; 
a terrifyingly creepy clown and 
a stuffed body in a coffin greet 
you at the door. There were also 

Phoco/Rachd Dallman Houston burger was 
JUICY and satlsfymg, 

Southwestern Gnulash, a comfort and paired with salty sweet potato 

of them had meat Maris Cohm K']] rides bull 
In them, and none 
of them were terrihly exciting. 

The rest of the menu 
is extensive, though I have a 
feeling it IS much of the same 
of what we sampled: classic bar 
food without mueh variation, 
If the food were the only thing 
Wild Bull had to offer, my 
opinion of the plaee would not 
be very high. Thankfully, it is 
not. The mechanical bull is the 
main draw, and rightfully so. 
Two friends were brave enough 
to try it, and for those who 
prefer to not be thrown around 
by a massive black contraption 
with horns, it provides a 
hilarious show. If you feel so 
inclined, I suggest taking the 
plunge before you eat. All in 
all, the place is a great time. 
The food is solid, the service is 
polite and very quick, but the 
atmosphere is what you should 
go for. Don't take yourself too 
seriously and have a blast. 

In Dead Space, No One Can Hear You Scream 
By NICK WHITE 
StaffWrirer 

If you play EA's new spa=horror game 
Dead Space, what awaits you is unmatched 
atmospheric terror, coupled with a gaggle of 
crea1ures called necromorphs with cravings for 
aged, decaying bodies matched only by those 
of Hugh Heffuer's girlfriends. I'd suggest 
playing dle game instead of experiencing all 
fuis in real tinlC. 

Dead Space concerns an engineer named 
Isaac Clark, a voltmlECr on a team sent out on 
a mission to repair dlC starship usa lshimura's 
communication's array. 

Only minutes after setting foot on dlC 
Ishinlwa, C1ark is separated fiom his crew. 
He must figure out how dlC ship became an 
intergalacticsanatoriumandlocatehisgirlfiien<l, 
Nicole Brennan. Since dlC Ishirnura is a mining 
ship and rot a NORAD bunker, weapons such 
a<; tight sabern and pbasers are nowhere to he 
found. Instead, Isaac must construct makeshift 
weapons from mining equipment You'll 

certainly need anything you can put togetl1Cr, 
considering dl3t dlC necromorphs are a crafty lot: 
they'll feign death and use dlC ventilation shafts 
arotmd dlC ship a<; a means of catching you with 
your spaceman pants down. 

011, and did I mention that headshots don't 
work'i In fact, heacbhots only serve to send 
certain types of necromorphs into more fienetic 
States ofragc. Dead Spaceutitizes a system called 
"strategic dismemhemlCnf' in which Isaac must 
sever their limbs fiom their bodies a Ia dlC Black 
Krught of Monty Python fume. 

But what truly sets Dead Space 
apart fiom all odlCr survival-horror titles is its 
immersive fuctor. There are no traditional HUD 
(head;-updisplay)elcmerJts. Health is represented 
by a vertical blue bar that nms along dlC spinal 
column of your suit, and aD1lIlO is shown by a 
holographic display that projects fiom tile base 
of your guns. All video cam intfractioru; wiili 
team members, maps, objective screens, and 
the like are also blue holographic projections 
that spring fiom your suit's helmet. Sinlply put, 

there is no disconnect hetween dlC player and 
Clark. Attacks can COOle at any tinlC, aside fiom 
pausing. You canoot stop thinking about survival 
evro for an instant; to do so is suicide. 

There are those who will say that, innovative 
combat and locale aside, Dead Space is nothing 
more than Bioshock in space. It is certainly true 

that hotll share a steampunk approach to highly 
upgrndcable weaponry and retro-art aestl1Ctic, 
butDead Space features more ofdlC streamlined 
sixties look as opposed to Bioslwck's art deco 
environment While both games also force dlC 
player to piece togetl1Cr a back-story through 
audio and video logs, the sinillarities are 
superficial. The game distinguishes itself from 
with gratilYingly gory, visceral combat and an 
lIlSpired control scheme. 

Graphically, Dead Space is a twisted, 
macabre version of the Sistine CIl3peI. Shadows 
dance from exhaust funs and loose cables; dlC 
tighting IIickers to an inconsistent beat, enemy 
models are grotesquely detailed, and for a game 
so absent of humanity, dlC fuw character models 

are well-<ietai.led, and expressive, conveying 
emotions convmcingly. 

The real hero is dlC art design, which 
has taken on dlC challenge of making dlC 
game's industrial environment have distinctive 
and memorable areas with a great degree of 
success. These excellent visuals are assisted by 
a soundtrack and voice acting yet to he matched 
in dlC horror genre. 

OveralL Dead Space is living - or 
rather, tmdead - proof that huge puhlishers witll 
a Rolodex of in-house developers arecapable of 
producing a new, epic franchise that is unique, 
enjoyable, and most importantly, just might 
he dlC motivating filctor in your purchase of a 
night tight The gan1C is a terror-filled romp in 
space whose plot and presentation rivals filnls 
of the genre and paves dlC way for new forms 
of storytelling, much in dlC way Half Life 2 did 
Mission objectives are sometimes derivative, 
hut a lack of load times, smart enemy AI, and 
the sight of alien guts floating in zero gravity 
overcome these nitpicking issues. Get it 

--

-
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TFAAttracts K Students 
Continued from page 1 

applicallon process. 
Fifteen percent of Kraft 's time IS allotted 

to K, compared to the fifty percent of her 
tIme allotted to Michigan State. However, 
21.6 percent of K's seniors qualified for the 
program, compared to 15 percent of seniors 
at Michigan State. 

"The vast majority have sevcraJ 
hundreds if not thousands more students 
than K. which I really think speaks to quality 
at this school. K is the smallest school in the 
U.S. that has this amount of time spent at 
it." said Kraft. 

Booms applied for the first deadline, 
positive he wanted to participate in the 
program. "It's mainly the idealistIc side of 
me that's rushing mto thi. :' he said. "I could 
just go to U of M and get my master's and 
get certified, and then teach in a really safe, 
well-financed district, but I feel like I can 
actually do that extra work for the people 
who might need that extra push." 

Coming off her own experiences in 
TFA, Kraft spoke highly of the program. 
"In t~"lJm of benefits, there's nothing else 
you can really do that can help develop you 
as someone who can [make) a difference." 
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THIS WEEK IN SPORTS 
Ignoring K Athletics? 
MARNI NEWELL 
Scaff Writer 

Imagine taking weeks to prepare a piano 
piece for a recital, slOpping out on parties and 
other social gatherings in order to practice and 
finish the homework you couldn't do because of 
practice. Then, on the recitaJ nigh~ walking into 
the auditorium only to find it empty, save three 
people: your parents and your roommate. 

Now imagine doing that several times 
a week. Though not directly comparnble, the 
feeling is similar for most K college athletes, 
who use the roar of the crowd for motivation. 

"It's a shot of adrenaline," said Athletie 
Director Kristen Smith of a packed stadium at 
games. "It helps you compete at your best" 

But for most games, the stadiums aren't 
packed, a problem President of the Athletic 
Leadership Council Sarah Amosky K'08, has 
been grappling with all year. ''It's mostly just 
parents, especially on the weekends," she said 

One of the tactics the ALe has come 
up with in order to increase support at games 
is by providing food at sporting events. Last 
weekend's Hat Trick Cook..()tf was hosted by 
ALe and garnered positive results. ''We ran out 
of hotdogs," saidAmosky. 

Smith understands that the average busy 
college student may not have time to come to 
sporting events and that ''The college offers so 
much with organizatioos and LACs." But to 

Smith, sporting events are a place to '~et loose 
and have fun, scream, cheer, vent When did 
having fun start becoming a waste of time?" 
Smith asks. 

According to Smith, the tum-out for games 
hasn't always been so sparse. In the mid-90s, the 
college had a group, the Stingers, dedicated to 
supporting the games. 

Now, it seems students choose homework 
and other duties over coming to sporting events. 
Nikki Baker K '08 explained a vicious cycle 
in lack of attendance: ''I love going to fuotbaI] 

games," she said, but the low attendance makes 
the experience less exciting. 

"At Michigan, it might just be the culture, 
but they have the energy, they make t-shirts, and 
have cheers, itaddsanotherelementtothegarne," 
she said ''I( doesn't have that energy, but we 
have the potential" For Baker, enthusiasm has 
nothing to do with size or even the success rate, 
"Look at Michigan, they keep losing, but that 
doesn't stop people from going and supporting 
them." 

Smith asked students to .~ the time 
to do nothing but watch a game." Attendance 
would improve teams' morale as well as provide 
an outlet for students to let off steam. ''It creates a 
great environment and enhances the community
feel of the game," she said ''Everyone comes 
together to cheer for the same team," said Smith. 
"It's the definition of diversity." 

Hornet of the Week 
Name: 
Megan 
Korc 

Year 
Semor 

Sport: 
Volley
ball 

Posi
tion: 
Setter 

Coach: Jeanne Hess (25" season) 

La.H Week: She had 5 kills and 25 
sets in a conference win at Olivet on 
Friday and had 5 kills and 23 sets in 
a loss to Manchester earlier in the 
week. She was also nominated for 
Player of the Week. 

Coach Hess said: "As a senior 
captain, she really stepped up, She 
was amazing - running the offense 
and getting kJlls," 

Week 4 Sports Results 
lOllS 

Women's Soccer: Kalamazoo 0, 
Adrian 0 
Volleyball: Manchester d. 
Kalamazoo 25-19, 28-26, 25-20 

10117 
Volleyball: Kalamazoo d. Olivet 25-
22, 26-24, 25-14 

10/18 
Men's Cross-Country: 10'" place (of 

I I) at Manchester Invitational 
Women's Cross-Country: 6" place 
(of 12) at Manchester Invitational 
Football: Alma 56, Kalamazoo 24 
Men's Soccer: Hope 3, Kalamazoo I 
Women's Soccer: Calvin 2, 
Kalamazoo 0 

10121 
Women's Soccer: Kalamazoo 6, 
Trine 2 
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Lights, Cameras, Security: A Word With Tim YOlU1g 
By COLLEEN LAWRENCE 
StaffWriter 

The 2008-2009 school year has 
brought many new updates to Kalamazoo 
College's security sector. Changes include 
new and updated call boxes, new cameras, 
more lighting, extended security hours, 
and new personnel. All updates serve to 
protect the student body, although they 
alone cannot do the job. 

taken." The screen had been popped and the 
WIndow wasn't locked, which made for easy 
access. Young stressed utilizing window 
locks as well as other security features 
provided to students. 

OCTOBER 30, 2008 

There has already been one dorm 
break-in this year. "In Trowbridge, a week 
or so ago, evidently one of students who 
lives in West side of Trowbridge in a lower 
level unit came home early in the morning 
and then left again," said Tim Young, head 
of security at K. "When the student came 
back, some items in the room had been 

One of the newest and most obvious 
additions to campus is the blue emergency 
call boxes. Five brand new posts were put up 
this year, and older versions were retrofitted 
to better suit campus needs. "\t's been about 
a two year program," Said Young. "First, we 
went out to see what call boxes were in the 
correct spots. We found that we had a couple 
different looks [to] our eall boxes. Some 
people couldn't recognize them. They looked 
like a utility thing. We thought we needed a 
bigger presence that made it really obvious 
that these were call boxes," he said. One of the New Security Call Boxes 

Photo/Komal Chughtai bt. IS77 Continued on page 8 

KZOO KRlBZ Reports on the Famed "Barack Obama Suite" 
By EMILY HOMNICK& 
MARNI NEWELL 
StaffWriters 

After climbing three 
treacherous flights of stairs late 
on a Saturday night, we try to 
catch our breath in a cologne
saturated air, remin iscent of 
middle school. As wc approach 
the modestly-decorated door of 
Suite 303, we observe a West 
Wing clipping and beneath it 
a "Bartlet for America" SIgn-
another West Wing reference. 
Is this the infamous Obama-

• themed suite that we've heard «]he Jo..fan 1#211 of Awesome Men" 

so much about? 
Our doubts cease as 

the door opens to revea I 
what seems to be the result 
of an Obama party-in-a-box 
explosion. Maggie Jackson, 
Elsa Musko, Brenda Otieno, 
Lane Powell, Ellen Smith, 
and Tegan Tyler, all K '11-
hesitantly pause Studio 60011 
the Sunset Strip to greet us. 
Maggie and Lane leave their 
DeerTraxx ice cream to melt 
as they begin the tour. 

"It just happelled 
because the campaign 

Photo/Emily Homnick headquarters gives away 

free stuff," Maggie explains, 
referring to the Obama and 
"Get out and vote" posters that 
cover the walls. Our favorite 
decorative details are the hidden 
stickers we spot in the shower 
and above the light switch in the 
common room, creating a kind 
of "Where's Obama'?" game. 
The suite's busy walls create a 
homey environment and relieve 
the dorm of its "prison-like" 
feel, add Ellen and Lane. 

While Obama posters, 
stickers, mugs, and even a Jones 
"Yes We Can" Cola bottle adorn 

Continued on page 5 

K Celebrates 50th Anniversary of Study Abroad IN THIS ISSUE 
By ELLEN JILEK 
Staff Writer 

Kalamazoo's study abroad program 
kicked off 50th anniversary celebrations 
last Thursday night in Stetson Chapel 
with a speech from Dr. Josephine K. 
"Jody" Olsen, the Deputy Director of the 
Peace Corps. Festivities continued the 
next morning with convocation, also held 
in the chapel. 

"Kalamazoo remains the gold 
standard," said President W 1Ison
Oyelaran, who began the event on 

Thursday night, providing a brief outline 
of how K's study abroad program 
began and why it is unique among other 
programs. Approximately 60 people were 
in attendance. 

Wilson-Oyelaran also introduced 
Olsen to the audience. The Deputy 
Director spoke about the importance of 
the study abroad experience and its ability 
to drastically change individuals. Though 
not directly involved with a collegiate 
abroad program, her experiences working 
for Peace Corps and as a volunteer for the 
Peace Corps in Thnisia from 1966-1968 

taught her of the impact that living in a 
foreign culture can have; "[It] takes a 
lot of pushing yourself away beyond 
what you thought were your nonnaI 
boundaries," she said. 

"It is about losing yourself in 
a very different situation," she said, 
making several comparisons between 
the Peace Corps experience and K's own 
study abroad program, and describing 
both as in-depth and immersive. 

The organizations were founded two 
years apart: K's program began in 1958, 

Continued on page 4 
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Name: Kelcie 
Spencer 
Douglas 

Hometown: 
Omena, 
Michigan 

Year: Senior 

Major: Art! 
Art History 
and History 

What is your 
favorite piece 

of clothing or accessory and why? My 
"found necklace." It represents peace 
and Africa. two of my favorite things. 

I(vollwere aflowel; what flower would 
.~·;II he? A snap-dragon -- you can make 
them talk. 

What :~ is like heing a senior at K 
College? Being a senior is sleepless 
nights, nostalgia. eating when you can 
and thinking A LOT about what's to 
come. 

If you could change something ahout 
ollr world:~ history. what would it be? 
The American people's perception of the 
"Founding Fathers." I wouldn't exactly 
call them upstanding gentlemen. 

I(vouwere all art sUPPZv. what would 
.~;u be? A box of Crayola crayons. The 
possibilities are endless. 

What is your SIP about? My SIP 
observes the influence of Islamic 
Mystics and Sufism on the development 
of African American slave religious 
practices. 

If you could have one season all year 
round. what season would it be and 
why? Autumn. I love catching the tail
end of summer and the early stages of 
fall. Michigan does it best, too. 

What would make the world a better 
place? If everyone loved themselves 
for who they are-and not for who they 
th1l1k they should be-this world would 
be a better place. 

--Martha Cavazos K' II 
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Letters to the Editors 
To the Editors of The Index, 

I found myselfa little disappointed 
as I read last week's "Peer Health 
Advocate" column. While the 
infonnation on calcium-rich vegetable 
foods and the overall message that 
we ought to be mindful of our food 
choices was very much appreciated, 
I was disconcerted by some of the 
author's misinfonnation, as well as her 
ultimate characterization of a vegan as 
a "vegetarian skimping on dairy." 

Veganism isn't just a dietary 
variation on vegetarianism, but an 
entire lifestyle followed by one who 
endeavors to exclude the use of 
animals completely. The author's use 
of the word "skimp" suggests that she 
believes dairy to be an inherent part of 
a healthy diet, which is certainly not 
true. 

She herself demonstrated the 
many plant-based foods which are 
rich in calcium, and even (albeit 
somewhat unwittingly) suggested 
vegetable foods which are rich in 
B12.She asserts that vitamin B12 is 
found only in animal products, and 
then goes on to say that it can also be 
found in "nutritional yeast," which is 
not an animal product, and therefore 
a direct contradiction of her assertion. 
She also neglects to mention that the 
sa 

me soy milks and rice milks 
which are noted for their calcium 
content earlier in the article are 
often fortified with this vitamin as a 

To whom it may concern, 

r am excited and grateful that the 
Index has written a piece about the 
screening of "Nobcdy's Enemy" and 
musical performance that took place 
on campus on October 17th. There 
are, however, several clarifications and 
corrections that need to be made about 
the event. 

Firstly, it is important to note 
that the "wailing call-to-prayer" that 
Mr. King described in his article was 
in fact not a call to pray, wailing or 
otherwise. The adhan, or Islamic call 
to prayer, is not featured in any ofYas' 

precaution against the nutritionally 
careless. A multivitamin is not 
"crucial" for vegans, as she states.! 
would like to praise the author for her 
frank assessment of factory farms. 
However, if consideration for the 
environment and animal rights is to 
be a part of one's dietary choices, one 
should realize that the egg and dairy 
industries are also notorious for their 
utilization of the factory farm system, 
and share ties with the meat industry 
as a matter of course. I must confess 
that I found the author's obvious 
knowledge of factory farming and 
her advice to eat more dairy and eggs 
somewhat at odds with one another. 

However, what was most 
disheartening of all was the actual 
question posed in the column (if. 
indeed, it was posed by an actual 
student at all- some of my peers 
and I noted that it savored strongly 
of artificiality). The writer stated 
that they were "guilted into giving 
up meat." While a tinge of gUilt can 
often serve as an effective catalyst to 
a major lifestyle change. ultimately 
such a change must be both organic 
and positive in order to be sustainable 
and successful in the long-term. 

We shouldn't let others bully 
us into modes of thought... a sad 
occurrence that is unfortunately all 
too common in both omnivorous and 
herbivorous circles. 

Ryan Park 

music. While it may be tempting to 
characterize any "wailing" or Middle 
Eastern sounding music as the call to 
prayer, to say that there was a recording 
of the call to prayer in Yas' song is a 
factually incorrect misrepresentation 
of his music. 

Mr. King described the audience 
of this event as 60 to 70 students. A 
member of the College Democrats 
posted at the door of the event counted 
120 students and faculty at the 
beginning of the event. 

Mr. King's description of the film 
was also disappointing. In his emphasis 
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of Yas' role in the film, he neglected 
to mention the numerous other young 
people who were featured and whose 
opinions were expressed. Yas' role in the 
film was in fact limited to his description 
of his own personal experiences, goals, 
and dreams. 

I appreciate that the article attempted 
to cover a complex topic in a limited 
amount of space. However, r take issue 
with the numerous oversimplifications 
and misrepresentations that it contained. 

Respectfully, 
Carolyn DeChants 
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Defending Conservatism 
Reconciling Political Ideals 
By JOSEPH SCHAFER 

From where I stand as a non-political 
journalist, it seems like the Barack Obama 
campaign has motivated masses of aged 
Democrats and young people, as well 
as more than a few Republicans, myself 
included. I struggled to find a single 
Democrat voting GOP, but managed to 
track down more than a few Republicans 
voting Obama/Biden. Why is that? 

Despite being raised conservative, 
I've always leaned more towards 
LibertarianlModerate values as far as 
Republicans go. I'm frustrated with a 
party that refuses to make any real steps 
forward in the political field while the rest 
of the world passes us by. 

John Flemming K' II said the Sarah 
Palin ticket particularly discouraged him. 
'1t's insulting," he said "An interview 
with a candidate should not be painful to 
watch." Though somewhat superficial a 
judgement, to many, it seems like a party 
of old white men picking a young woman 
is disingenuous. 'The party sees the 
Democrats expanding and feels forced 

to pick a woman. But she's not qualified." 
Flemming and I both struggled to find a 
reason why Palin was even considered for 
the ticket. 

In the end, we agreed that it probably 
came down to that pesky C word: 
Christianity. It seems like appealing to the 
fundamentalist demographic (eschewing 
other traditional values like small 
govemment and separation of church and 
state) is how the GOP has been playing the 
game for years, and, in so doing, has pushed 
people like myself and Flemming away. 

'The conservative Christian right has 
hijacked our party," Sam Mercer K'II 
said. "But people are still voting along 
party lines even though the party no longer 
represents what it once stood for." This 
leaves economic conservatives like Mercer 
and many others stranded, and presents the 
following dilemma: do we bow down to 
a war-hungry party that accepts issues of 
faith as extremely important, or do we vote 
against our beliefs in the interest of social 
change? 

Like Flemming and Mercer, I'm taking 

Continued on 

For K students who are voting in person on Election Day, here is some 
important information: 

The polling location is Douglass Community Center, located at 1000 W. 
f'.I,"r«," St. Polls are open from 7am-8pm. K Votes! will provide shuttle service 
to the polls. The shuttles will run from 9am-7pm, leaving about every 15 minutes 
from the Fine Arts Building parking lot near Dow and from the Humphrey House 
parking lot. 

Look for the UK Votes!" sign in the car windows. 
Visit https:llreason.kzoo.edulservicelearning/kvotcs/ for more details and a 

schedule of events. -- Janie Cheu, Staff Writer 

"Then I Met Barack Obama." 
By ALEXANDER B. MORGAN 
Deputy Director of Membership 
for College Democrats of America 

I've been a political junkie since the 
age of five, but in December 2006 I told 
myself that I was not going to touch the 
presidential election. I was disillusioned 
with the political process, and did not want 
to campaign for any candidates. I was ready 
to relax, take time to make up my mind, and 
coolly cast my ballot on November 4,2008. 

Then r met Barack Obama. 
Obama isn't a career politician, and he 

isn't somebody who grew up with a trust 
fund. For the first time in our generation, 
there is a candidafe who addresses issues 
conceming students. For the first time in our 
era, there is a candidate who speaks to more 
than just the economy and foreign policy, 
but also health care, higher education, and 
new energy policy. 

Growing up, most K students never 
questioned the need to obtain a bachelor's 
degree to compete in today's job market. 
Unfortunately, there are many students 
across the country who cannot afford the 
opportunity of higher education. Obama 
understands the needs of students. He 
worked his way through college with loans 
and part-time jobs. 

Much like the incentives of the 
Michigan Merit Exam launched under 
Gov. Jennifer Granholm, Barack Obama 
and Joe Biden vow to create the American 
Opportunity Tax Credit This universal and 
fully refundable credit would make college 
affordable for aU Americans by ensuring that 
the first S4000 of a college education would 
be completely free for most Americans. In 
addition to covering 2J3 the cost of tuition 
at the average public college or university, 
recipients will be required to perform 100 
hours of community service, engagmg 
students in their neighborhoods. 

But the concerns of college students 

don't stop on graduation day. I've talked 
to so many individuals who consider 
moving back home or continuing on to 
graduate school, solely for the purpose of 
keeping their healthcare coverage. Under 
Barack Obama, health insurance would 
work for people and businesses first 

Ohama and Biden will work to 
establish a National Health Insurance 
Exchange with private insurance options 
and a new public plan based on benefits 
available to members of Congress, 
aUowing individuals to buy affordable 
health coverage. Under an ObamalBiden 
administration, everyone who needs 
health coverage will receive a tax credit 
for their premiums. 

But Obama isn't only concerned 
with new programs; he is also focused 
on gas prices, climate change, and energy 
policy. Together, Obama and Biden 
will revitalize the economy with a new 
energy pIan, focused on retooling the auto 
industry and creating green jobs. 

An ObamalBiden administration 
would create five million new jobs by 
strategically investing $150 billion over 
the next ten years to catalyze private 
efforts to build a clean energy future. 
Within 10 years, the United States will 
save more oil than it currently imports 
from the Middle East and Venezuela 
combined AdditionaDy, 25 percent of 
our electricity will come from renewable 
sources by 2025, along with an economy
wide cap-and-trade program to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions 80 percent by 
2050. 

While I entered this election cycle 
with grave concem, twenty months later I 
will exit with a renewed feeling of purpose 
and a renewed vision for America. And 
while ['ve already cast my ballot, I urge 
you to go out November 4,2008, and join 
me in electing Barack Obama the 44~ 
President of the United States. 
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Peace Corps Deputy Director Hails K's Abroad Program 
Contmued from page 1 

and the Peace Corps started up in 1960. K 
also contributes a significant number of 
students to the Peace Corps; over the years 
221 have volunteered for the organization, 
and currently, seven Kalamazoo graduates 
are serving overseas. 

Personal experience also formed a 
large part of Olsen's speech. She told stories 
of her own years in Tunisia and about 
volunteers who had lived in different comers 
of the globe such as Ukraine, Thailand, and 
Australia. She was "frightened to death" 
during her own experience but eventually 
adjusted to her new life, just as those on 
study abroad grow accustomed. "We have 
to be in those kind of situations and figure 
them out," she said. 

The audience applauded as Olsen 
concluded, and President Wilson-Oyelaran 
stood to make concluding remarks, inviting 
the audience to convocation held the 
following morning in Stetson ChapeL 

Convocation, also a First Year Forum, 

began with the music of the chapel's bells 
announcing the event on campus. Stetson 
was near capacity and audience members 
were forced to find seats in the balcony. 
Following the bells, college organist Timothy 
Tlkker played John Stanley's "Andante 
Largo from Voluntary in D. Opus 6, No.5." 
The audience stood as the facuity, dressed in 
academic regalia, processed into the chapel. 

Featuring many speakers, the 
overarching purpose of convocation was 
to recognize the giants of the study abroad 
program. Chaplain Liz Hillen began the 
ceremony with an invocation, followed 
by Student Commission President Patrick 
Tanis, K '09, who welcomed all to the 
event. Arnold H. Campbell and Martha 
L. Campbell, both K '72, took the podium 
to recognize the Emeriti Foreign Study 
Directors. The audience stood and clapped 
for both Dr Richard Stavig, the program's 
first director, and Dr. Joseph Fugate, 
who directed the program for 45 years. 
Joseph L. Brockington. Associate Provost 

for International Programs, spoke next. 
acknowledging the former site directors. 
Provost Michael A. McDonald followed. 
thanking the entire Center for International 
Programs staff. The audience gave both 
groups standing ovations. 

Afterward, Catherine Herzog, K '09, 
delivered an excellent performance of Robert 
Schumann's "Er, der Herrlichtse von Allen" 
accompanied by MaryBeth Birch on piano. 
President Wilson-Oyelaran went on to briefly 
discuss how the study abroad program began 
and what its goals were. President Wilson
Oyelaran named Olsen as the chief speaker 
of the morning; "She gets Kalamazoo 
College," said Wilson-Oyelaran. 

Olsen spoke of the same topics as the 
previous night. "You truly are the leaders. 
the founders, of study abroad." she said" 
recognizing Kalamazoo's study abroad 
program as highly valuable. She also told 
of how time .spent abroad can help one make 
a difference in the world. "This program is 
going to give you those skills for making a 

difference," she concluded. 
Olsen 'sspeech was followedby another 

musical interlude, this time performed 
by Dan Tobes K'II. Tobes' humorous 
performance of Irving Fine's "TIgeroo" 
was accompanied by Jack Brooks on 
piano. President Wilson-Oyelaran took the 
podium again, providing an outlook on the 
future of the abroad program. She declared 
that in corning years K will integrate the 
study abroad experience into the liberal 
arts experience and "build a campus that 
looks like the world," concluding with 
a resounding ''Happy Birthday, Study 
Abroad!" 

The audience dispersed as Tlkker 
played the "Voluntary in G. Opus 7, No. 
9" by John Stanley. Members were highly 
appreciative of the convocation. "It was 
cool to hear from the director of the Peace 
Corps," said Liz Lordon. K '12. Emily 
Engel K' 12, added, "It was really inspiring, 
and it got me really excited about my study 
abroad experience." 

"Dig for the Cure" Raises Money and Awareness for Cancer 
By ALLISON LAROSE 
StafI'Writer 

At 7:00 P.M. on Wednesday, 
October 22, the Women's VoUeyball 
Hornets played St Mary's of Indiana 
in a not so ordinary sporting event 
The match was a ''Dig for the Cure" 
to raise awareness and funds during 
National Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month for the Susan G. Komen for 
the Cure of Southwest Michigan, an 
organization working to save lives of 
those affected by breast cancer and 
end the epidemic by finding cures. 

Even beforethe match, volleyball 
team members and coaches worked 
to raise money for the foundation. On 
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday of 
last week, a table was set up at Hicks 
during lunch and dirmer for people 
to honor both victims and survivors 
of breast cancer. Students had the 
opportunity to write the name of a 
loved one on a pink piece of paper and 
were encouraged to donate at least $1. 
AU of these names were displayed in 
the shape of a breast cancer ribbon 

on the ' 'WaU of Strength" during the 
game. 

During the game, 
the players sported pink 
jerseys and played with 
a pink volleyball to show 
their support They also 
solicited mends and 
fumily for donations 
based on the total number 
of digs during the game. 
Between games two and 
three, two pink volleyballs 
were auctioned off for 
$100 each. In total, the 
Hornets raised $565 for 
the Susan G. Komen 
foundation. A foundation 
representative handed out 
infonnation about breast 
cancer at the door. 

''This event is 
about awareness of the 
issues [of breast cancer] 
for men and women," 
said Head Coach Jeanne K TXT. Block (',1 __ 
Hess. Originally, she had yyomen a JpUU: 

planned to require students to make 
a donation when they signed a 
pink sheetwith a name, she said, 
but decided, ''I'd rather honor 
everyone that was important to 
this community, a survivor or a 

Photos/Hannah Reisch! 

victim" 
This is the first year the 

volleyball team has participated 
in what is sure to become an 
annual event, said Hess. Several 
voUeyball teams across the 
country, both high school and 
college, host similar matches. 
While the spectators of''Dig for 
the Cure" were asked to wear 
their own pink attire, Hess hopes 
that next year pink T-shirts wiU 
be provided for them. 

One spectator wearing 
pink, Laura Burnett K '12, said 
"Dig for the Cure" is importantto 
her because, "My grandmother 
is a 2Q..year survivor. It [breast 
cancer] runs in my family, it's 
close to my family." Similar 
sentiments were shared with 

the Hornets team members. Carly 
Zeitlin K '12, an outside hitter, said, 
"It's important to me because my aunt 
had breast cancer and I wanted to do 
something special to support her." 

"A lot of people came out 
and supported it and I really, really 
appreciated it from this community," 
said Hess, pleased with the number 
of spectators. She said that "Dig for 
the Cure" has special significance for 
her, "Only in that it affects so many 
women. My aunt is a survivor. I know 
many who have died and some who 
are in the S1ruggle right now." Hess 
concluded, ''If you live long enough, 
you'U live to see several women battle 
it" 

Even though the team lost 
1-3, it was a winning game for all 
breast cancer victims, swvivors, and 
research. 

Any students interested in 
donating or finding out more about 
Susan Komen for the Cure of 
Southwest Michigan should visit 
www.komenswmichigan.org. 
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Group Profile: Students for Life 
By KAITLYN WALTER 
Staff Writer 

The Students for Life group 
is a relatively new group, started 
only four years ago with very few 
members. Today, the group is 
lead by two sophomores: Chrissy 
Gibson K' II and Alexis Irons K' II, 
and consists of about ten members. 

plan to show Juno and several other 
movies yet to be detennined. 'These 
movies will focus on and enlighten 
students about different aspects of 
what being Pro-Life means" said 
Gibson. 

They also plan to host the 
President off eminists for Life, Serrin 
Foster, in the spring. She would 
speak about the Women Deserve 

campus. Thus, any woman who 
becomespregnant~ghtfrel~t 

an abortion is her only option." 
These posters provide information 
about other options available to 
pregnant women on campus. Last 
year all the posters were tom down 
within a day. 

They also have several 
events in the planning process "(Despite public opinion] 

we're not just about 
abortion," said Gibson "[Despite public 

~t would be done 
opinion] in collaboration with 

and Irons. ''We want to 
develop the other side a 
bit - focusing on capital 
punishment, stem cell 
research, and pregnancy 
resourcing. " 

we're 
tion ... 

not just about abor
We want to develop 

other organizations and 
student development 
On January 220<1 
Students for Life and 
anyone else interested 

the other side a bit. " 
They are working 

on several campus events. On 
November 12"', they will show 
Dead Man Walking in the Hicks 
movie room beginning at 8 pm. 
The movie focuses on a death row 
inmate Matthew Poncelet (played 
by Sean Penn) and Sister Helen 
(played by Susan Sarandon) who 
try to appeal for a lighter sentence. 

This movie is the first in their 
Pro-Life Film Festival. They also 

Better campaign. This sprech 
focuses on Foster's views of abortion 
as failing a society ~t has not met 
the nreds of women. Foster hopes to 
promote other solutions to unplanned 
pregnancy. 

Students for Life will be putting 
up posters soon ~t feature pregnancy 
research sources. Gibson highlighted 
~t "K doesn't really provide many 
resources for pregnant women on 

will go to Washington 
DC for the March for 

Life Rally. This is held on the 
anniversary of (and as a protest to) 
the U.S. Supreme Court's decision 
of Roe v. Wade. There have bren 
many notable speakers in past 
years, such as Ron Paul, Molly 
Kelly, and Martin Luther King Jr. 

The mretings of Students 
for Life are held in Biggby's on 
Monday nights. All students are 
warmly welcomed. 

Obama-Themed Suite in Crissey 
Continued from page 1 

the conunon room, it's the ever
growing collages (separated 
by gender) of celebrities in the 
hallway that the suitemates are 
excited about. 

"You have to be a badass 
to get on this wall," says Tegan, 
tapping the wall of women. The 
diverse spread mcludes Queen 
Elizabeth I, Meryl Strecp, 
Gov. Jennifer Granholm, and 
Professor McGonagall, among 
others. 

However, "the man wall of 
awesome men," as Maggie put 
it, has less strict guidelines. "You 
have to not be Republican," says 
Lane of the wall that features 

pictures of Jon Stewart, Steven 
Colbert, that guy from Weeds and 
Angels in America, and, of course, 
Barack Obama himself. 

The biggest surprise? Despite 
the fact that the majority are 
members ofK College Democrats 
and all (except Brcnda, who is a 
Kenyan citizen) are vOtlOg, the 
sUltemates have surprisingly 
relaxed attitudes about politics 
"I think it's important to be 
involved, not necessarily to shove 
it in everyone's facc," says Elsa. 
That their enthusiasm is expressed 
within the private' sphere of 
their living space speaks to this 
sentiment. 

In fact, their favorite 

decoration isn't politically 
inspired at all. "Right now, 
we're all digging this," says 
Maggie, pointing to a black 
board scattered with hand· 
written quotes. Perhaps even 
more so than their politIcs, 
the suitemates are ulllfed by a 
bevy of lllside jokes, like the 
fat "fertility" squirrel on their 
coftee table. 

"We're dorks," says 
Maggie. "No. Awesome," Lane 
responds. "They're not mutually 
exclusive," Maggie concludes. 

Know a krib that should be 
featured in the Index? Contact 
Emily and Marni at kzookribz(Qj 
gmail.com. 
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Traditions Take Hit 
Continued from page 3 

the latter position, hoping that we 
can decrease some of the negative 
stigma that Republicans have on this 
campus. "[ feel people on campus 
think being conservative means 
being close-minded, but it doesn't 
have to be that way," Flemming said. 
"Not all of us hate homosexuals and 
want to ban abortion." 

In fact it's quite easy to reconcile 
conservative political views with 
liberal social ones; equal rights are 
guaranteed for all citizens by the 
Constitution, so the govemment 
should make all efforts to equalize 
American citizens. Giving the 
govemment jurisdiction over privacy 
rights like abortion and marriage 
grants Washington D.C. too much 
power in my mind. so why not leave 
abortion as a service to be rendered 
by the private healthcare sector, and 
let the market decide as capitalism 
dictates? While the govemment 

cannot force a church to do anything, 
there are churches that are clearly 
willing to grant gay marriages-
indeed, some already havc. If all 
unions under law arc equal, we can 
leave that word "marriage" to the 
spiritual set and grant civil unions to 
any citizen pairing. 

In the interest of uniting 
America during a very troubled 
time, I'm making the choice to put 
my belief in a fair society over my 
belief in market freedom -dearly 
Obama has the power to unite 
America; he's already demonstrated 
this ability. That doesn't mean I'm 
not wary. Flemming expressed 
both our shared fear of an America 
dominated by one party, Republican 
or Democrat: "The point is 
compromise; the Constitution was 
a result of compromises. We're 
lOOking at a Democratic House, 
Senate, and President. .. where will 
there be compromise?" 

J AMA J ammin' 
By PAUL TALPOS 
Staff Writer 

F;fth Week Jama \vascancelled 
In order to celebrate Kalamazoo 
College's Study Abroad program's 
50'" anniversary. As pan of the 
official homecoming weekend 
actiVIties, alU1rmi. fuculty, and 
students braved the rainy weather 
to pack Stetson Chapel. 

The convocation ceremony 
featured a variety of speakers, 
Including President Wilson-
Oyclaran, members of the 
InternatIonal Programs staff, and 
guest speaker Jody K. OISt."!I, Deputy 
Director of the Peace Corps. 

Although each ,'peaker gave a 
unique ",:rspecti,c on Kalamazoo's 
Study Abroad program, there were 
common themes touch~'d on by 
all. Each stn.'SSCIJ the great value of 
Study Abroad in a college education 
and how helpful it is in gaining new 

outlooks. Some aL<;o mentioned how 
remarkahle it is that Kalamazoo's 
now natIonally-recognized program 
has been In exi;tcnce for 50 years. 

The speakers gave due 
recognition to the people who make 
Study Abroad work at Kalamazoo. 
When asked how she can sleep 
with hundreds of students studying 
abroad each year, President Wilson
Oyelaran answered that she has the 
Center for Int.mational Programs. 

Current stuck."!Its also showed 
their appreciatIon for study abroad 
Patrick Tanis K'09 gave opening 
remarks, and Catherine Herzog K 
'09 and D.m T obes K 'II graced 
convocation with theIr musical 
pertormances dunng Interludes. 

For Week 6's Janla, Stcl';on 
Chapel \\ill host an Honor.; 
Convocation a~ part of Family 
Weekend. 
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Kts Counseling Corner 
I'm Codependent: Is That OK With You? 
By DR. ALAN HILL 
Assoc. Director of Counseling 

Codependents are amongst the 
nicest, most selfless, sensitive, loyal, 
caring, detennined, and giving 
people at Kalamazoo CoUege. 
Such are the characteristies of a 
great fiiend or a funtastic helper. 
However, codependents typically 
lack self-esteem, feel 

As the codependent continually 
fails to control the self-harming or 
depressive behaviors, helshe feels 
intense fiustratioll, guilt, shame, 
helplessness, fear, and hopelessness. 
These feelings breed actions such as 
self-blame, withdrawal, nagging, or 
rescuing actions that usually make 
things worse. 

person and the only person T can 
truly change and control is myself." 
Consequently, codependents need to 
"let go" of the unhealthy alliance. To 
"let go" is not to enable, but to allow 
learning from natural consequences. 
To "let go" is not to care for, but to 
care about To "let go" is not to 
criticize or regulate anybody, but 

an exaggerated sense 
of responsibility, live 
reactive (not proactive) 
lives, and strive to please 

"The concept of codependency comes from 

the world of chemical dependency, where 

to try to realize 
dreams. To "let 
go" is to fear less 
and love more. 
Codependents 
can learn 
healthier ways to 
manage intense 
feelings and can 
facilitate self
care, a proactive 

others while neglecting the future codependent, like the moon, is 
themselves. They are 
also largely unable to 
cope with feelings and 
accept love, and they 
are prone to unhealthy 

pulled into orbit around the earth of the 

chemically dependent, while everyone re-

belping alliances with volves around the sun of drugs. " 
people with serious 

life, and healthy 
boundaries by 

problem behaviors. 
The concept of codependency 

comes from the world of chemical 
dependency, where the future 
codependent, like the moon, is 
pulled into orbit around the earth 
of the chemically dependent, 
while everyone revolves around 
the sun of drugs. Codependents 
try unsuccessfuUy to control an 
alcoholic dad, a narcissistic mother, 
or an extremely depressed and 
suicidal siblinWpeer. 

To avoid these intense feelings 
and find some gratification or control 
in their lives, codependents rnay 
tum to drugs, cutting, or compulsive 
shopping, gaming, eating, or sex; 
these options may provide temporary 
relie~ but they add to the mess of 
codependency in the long nm. 

Tomovetowardinterdependence, 
self-oue, strong boundaries, serenity, 
and intimacy, the codependent needs 
to first accept their powerlessness over 
others: "T cannot truly control another 

learning to be assertive. Finally, 
the codependent needs to become 
a helper and solicit support from a 
counselor or recovery group such 
as Codependent Anonymous (coda. 
org). The Counseling Center wiU 
be sponsoring a workshop during 
Week 6 entitled 'The Codependent 
Advantage: How Codependents 
Can Transform Themselves into 
the Most Effective and Happiest 
Helpers on the Campus." E-mail 
ahilI@kzoo.edu if interested. 

Earn a full semester 
of ae demle credit and 
build a full resume of 
experlenc I 

XPIIIIENCE LIPI 10 t r. 
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Cooper Cafe Provides Cheap Eats and Bluegrass 
By RACHEL DALLMAN 
Staff Writer 

Cooper Cafe, located at 
7759 Douglas Ave. is not a 
place you'll likely to stumble 
across randomly. Nestled 
between cornfields and 
bursts of fall color, the cafe 
is a good 15-20 minute drive 
from campus, but the time 
spent getting there is well 
worth it. The drive, beautiful 
and vibrant, takes you past 
farmland and down country 
lanes into pleasant pastoral 
areas. 

In search of a delicious 
and well-priced breakfast, 
my friends and I ventured 
out into rural Kalamazoo on 
a Saturday morning. What 
we found did not disappoint: 

. 
old-fashioned business is the 
type that attracts regulars. 
The service is unmatched in 
friendliness and familiarity, 
and we felt like we were a 
part of a family. The decor is 
unassuming and comforting: 
a miniature toy train chugs 
its way around the restaurant, 
there are old pictures of friends 
and family on the walls, and 
at times, the essence of home 
threatens to overpower the 
smells emanating from the 
kitchen. 

them from years ago). 
Banjos in our ears, my 

friends and I indulged in 

waffles with · strawberries and 
whipped cream, blueberry 
pancakes (whIch were the size 

Cooper Cafe, a small. quiet, 

To make matters even 
better, Saturday mornings 
feature bluegrass music. Three 
men comprise the Lonesome 
Moonlight TrIO, and they 
have been playing together at 
Cooper Cafe for years (one of 
the pictures on the wall is of Breakfast in the Country with Friends Photo/Maris Cohen 

Sink Into Some Snarky Advice ... 
By LYNDSAY NUYEN 
Staff Writer 

Dear Savior oj aU things good and 
worthwhile, 

Its already seventh .... We and I'm flipping 
ouJ-l have a 15 page paper due for ethics, a 
30 minute debaJe in history and a huge exam 
in palitical science. 1hough I also have a job, 
play baskeJhall, f£Jke LSAT classes, do ballroom 
dance for a gym credit, and tutor elementary 
schoolldds, [ don t UIlL/entand wiry I 'm so time
cnuu:hed and stressed out JnIl1l should [ do? 

Please help, 
Overachiever 

Dear Kiss Ass, 
First off; I would like to say congratulations 

for solving world hunger, ending World War ill 
befure it has begun, and ewing cancer. Those are 
some really great feats, but, really, get a grip. I 
want to hear about who won the beer pong 
tournament Second, is this even a real question? 
You don't understand why you're stressed out 
while putting all of K College on your plate? 
Do you remember what a plate is? Do you still 
ea(! Eat to take food into the body through the 

mouth. Is this ringing a bell? 
I understand you want to impress all of 

those tier one graduate schools out there with 
your 7.0 GPA, your ten billion extra-QlITicular.;, 
and whatever other line of crap you can think up. 
But let's be realistic: If you tum in a resume filled 
with 10,000 leagues of Kalamazoo College 
they're just going to laugh at you. Grad school 
is all talk, totally obscured by the future, so here's 
my advice: 

Forget midtenns. Take some time for 
yourself I'm notsayingtum into a hobbit and run 
for the woods with Thoreau. I'rnsayinggo make 
some frimds (not including Faulkner, Dickens, 
or Hemingway), try something new (even if 
not necessarily "worthy), and scarf down some 
pizza. The best thing for your psychological 
wellbeing and your grad school essay is reality: 
slam your books shut, run fiom the libraIy, 
and exchange your straight-edge ideas for a 
little fun, friends, and food. All in all, midterms 
aren't giving you what you need, so here's your 
assignment discover the and experience the 
essence of college; 4-5 pages. Go. 

With love and true knowledge, 
Savior of all things good and worthwhile 

of the plate). and potatoes 
smothered in cheese and 
veggies. The food was savory 
and loaded with everything 
deliciously bad for you. 
Although the strawberries 
were obviously frozen, the 
breakfast was tasty and 
inexpensive-- my meal came 
in at under S6, and that 
includcd a side of scrambled 
eggs! 

Dining at Cooper Cafe 
was one of the most heart
warming experiences I have 
had here in Kalamazoo. The 
people and atmosphere made 
me realize how many hidden 
gems there are in our adopted 
city--all you have to do to find 
one is hop in the car. turn on 
some music, and drive down 
a country lane. Eat up! 
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Campus Security Upgrades 
Continued from page 1 

A total of clewn new security cameras 
have been installed, all in areas where cnme 
is more prevalent. "It wa~ something we felt 
we nL'Cdcd to do for a while to try to give 
us som.: kmd of a fighting chance If we 
had an incident on campus. We can't cover 
every last square area. We're also looking 

to preserve privacy of students, not inliinge 
on that, but provide some additional means to 
identify Jl<.'Ople who are committing crimes," 
said Young. "Crissy and Severn parking lot 
is one locatIOn. TIlat arL'll, over the years, ha~ 
a car here or a car there that has OCL'TJ broken 
into. Also, the bike rack between Hoben and 
Harmon. If a bike is taken, it's usually from 

SPORTS I The Index, October 30,2008 

th.:re." Security has cho"cn not to disclose the 
exact location of camcra~ in order to make 
them more effective. 

New bghting is another critical chnnge. 
"Lights ..II'C a little bit tougher because putting 
light in certain areas will then aftcct~ res halls," 
<,aid Young. "We put upgrades in areas we fclt 
were the darkest. We haven't had any other 
ISSU~'S mth lights since then. It's just really hard 
to tell. one day the moon is kind of shining and 
everything looks a little bit bright, a week later 

it's a little darker of a night." 
The newest lighl> have been put up 

around the grove of Living and Learning 
hous~'S. To further supplement school 
sL'Curity, there arc new officers, and s~'Curity 
is on duty for more hours of the day. "We've 
also added forty hours for security and had to 
hire two additional part time officers effective 
this current fiscal year," said Young. "It 
has started to help already. It's nice to have 
additional manpower out and about." 

THIS WEEK IN SPORTS 
By JESSICA MAAS 
Sports Editor 

Volleyball 
The volleyball team (7-IS overall, 4-10 

MJAA) defeated conference rival Albion (11-
14 overall, 4-10 MJAA) 3-1 in a homecoming 
match-up on Saturday, October 2.S"'. 

The Hornets managed to grab a close 25-22 
win in the first game, but gave up a IS-25 loss 
to the Britons in the second. They managed to 
reverse that score in their favor for a 25-IS win in 
the third game, thollgh, and held on for a 25-21 
fourth game win to end the match. 

Colleen Leonard K' 12 led Kalamazoo with 
16 kills. Larisa Grinvalds K'" had 21 digs and \ 
Megan Korc K 'OS had 39 assists. 

The Hornets are now tied with Albion for 
sixth-place in theconference with two conference 
matches left to go against league-leaders Calvin 
and Hope. They are next in action this weekend 
when they participate in the Midwest Invitational 
hosted by Calvin and Hope. 

Women's Soccer 
The women's soccer team (7-9-1 overall, 

24-1 MJAA) defeaterl the Belles of Saint Mary's 
(2-11-1 overall, I.Q MJAA) I'{) in overtime in a 
conference match-up on Saturday, October 25. 

"It was sloppy and wet and cold but we 
fought through it and did what we needed to do 
in overtime," said SarahAmosky K'OS. 

Neither team managed a goal in the first 
half. Tension rose in the second half when 
Amosky, Jackie Jessup K' II, and Rachel Pi1zer 
K'I2 all received yellow cards within a three
minute span, but no one managed to score before 
the end of regulation play. 

6:57 into sudden-iieath overtime, Julia 
Schroeder K'I2 took an assist from Chelsea 
Smith K'il for the goal and the win. 

The Hornets outshot the Belles 13-12. 
Goalkeeper Autumn Cussen K'12 had two 
saves.Kalamazoo was playing without Jaime 
Franks K'09 and Taylor Comiskey K'12. 

The team is currently sitting in sixth-place 
in the confurence and will next be in action in the 
first round of the MJAA toumamenton Saturday, 
November I". 

Football 

By MARNI NEWELL 
Staff Writer 

The Hornet football team (2.Q overall, 1-3 
MJAA) lost to Trine University (7'{) overall, 
4.{) MJAA) 36-35 in the homecoming game on 
Saturday, October 25"'. 

At the end of the first quarter Kalamazoo 
and Trine were tied 14-14, but by halftime 
Kalamazoo had charged ahead 28-21 on a 2 yard 
pass from Brandon Luczak K '09 to Jon Vigi 
K' 12 and a field goal by Jon Rea K'12. 

The Hornets remained ahead for most of 
the second half, eventually boosting K's score to 
35-21 at the beginning of the fourth quarter. 

The score remained steady with K ahead 
until Trine scored at 4:43 minutes left in the 
fourth quarter, bringing the score up to 35-2S. 
The Thunder scored again with 1:23 left on the 
clock and won by one point 

"It was definitely a heartbreaker," said Steve 
Charon K'08, of the Thunder's narrow win. But 
the Hornet's ability to hold up for so long against 
Trine's undefeated team of tbree-and-a-half 
quarters gives Charon more hope. 'The game 
made us hungry [for a win J," he said 

Luczak threw all four touchdowns 
and passed for a total of 432 yards. Jimmy 
Semelsberger K'09 had 11 catches for 151 yards 
and Cory McCain K'IO had 9 catches for 151 
yards. Charon led the defense with II tackles. 

Hornet of the Week 

Photo/Sports Information 

Name: 
Brandon 
Luczak 

Year: 
Junior 

Sport: 
Football 

PositIOn: 
Quarter
back 

HeIght: 
5-11 

Weight: 
245 

Coach: Jamie Zorbo K '00 (I" season) 

Last Week: Luczak broke the school 
record for total yards of offense with 
4S5 yards - a combination of 432 
passing yards (32-57) and 53 rushing 
yards - in the homecoming match 
against Trine on Saturday, October 
25'" that slipped out from under the 
Hornets in the final minutes. He also 
threw four touchdowns. and hiS 432 
passing yards arc the third-highest in 
school history. 

Coach Zorbo said: "Our offense is 
dependent on how well Brandon docs, 
it's that simple. He's the engine that 
makes our ofr nse go; a lot of it has 
do with him n,aking the right reads. I 
hope he continues his improvement." 

Week 5 Sports Results 
10/22 
Men's Soccer: Adrian 3, 
Kalamazoo 2 
Volleyball: Saint Mary's d. 
Kalamazoo 25-20, 25-23, 24-26, 
25-22 

10/25 
Football: Trine 36, Kalamazoo 
35 

Men's Soccer: Calvin 2, 
Kalamazoo 1 
Women's Soccer: Kalamazoo I, 
Saint Mary's 0 (OT) 
Volleyball: Kalamazoo d. Albion 
25-22,18-25,25-18,25-21 

10/28 
Men's Soccer: Albion 3, 
Kalamazoo 2 (20T) 
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Independent Film "Cherry" Sets Up on Campus 
By REGIS HANNA & 
COLIN KING 
StaffWriters 

As most of Kalamazoo is aware 
by now, an independent movie, Cherry. 
about a young Brown University 
student's coming of age, is being filmed 
on campus . Written and directed by 
Jeffery Fine, the film centers on a young 
man, Aaron, wbo, despite his aspiration 
for artistry, is pushed by his mother to 
become an engineer. He sneaks into 
an art class and meets a professor who 
recognizes Ills talent and passion, and 
a relationship reminiscent of 'Mrs. 
Robinson' begins to develop. 

ThingsgetcomplicatedwhenAaron 
is introduced to his professor's daughter, 

Continued on page 5 Crew Films Scene on Acadtmy Strut 

Living Learning Houses Reflect Shifts in Students' Interests 
By RACHEL DALLMAN 
Staff'Writer 

The Living Learning House program 
has existed here at K College for 
approximately 20 years and has mapped 
the shifting trends ofK's student body for 
just as long, according to Dana Jansma, 
the program's recently retired head. and 
her successor Deanna Roell. 

"The change over time lets 
us see where student Interest is. where 
society is," said Jansma, referring to the 
different themes seen among the houses 
from year to year. The Li ving Learning 
houses are spread throughout campus, 
located in "the grove" behind DeWaters 
Hall: between Crissey Hall and Severn 

Hall on Catherine St., 
and in the basement 
of Trowbridge Hall. 
Each house is home to 
up to eight residents, 
all sophomores here 
at K College. 

While the 
program started 
as only Language 
Houses, it evolves 
every year to mesh 
with student interest. 
ThIS year proved to 
be the most popular in 
the program's history, 
with six houses 
currently in place. The Grove 

According to 
Roell and Jansma, the 
Living Learning House 
programwasestablished 
to offer students an 
independent, practical 
living situation while 
still remaining on 
campus. "The houses 
offer an experiential 
learning component," 
said Jansma, a theme 
K -college promotes 
heavily with the 
emphasis it puts on the 
study abroad, internship, 
and extcrnship 

Photo/Komal Chughtai programs. The houses 

allow students to live out the missions 
they proposed with tbeir themes, and at 
tbe same time learn bow to collaborate 
with other people and live independently 
from both parents and dorms. 

Every house plans two events for 
the entIre campus each quarter. The events 
are often opportunities on K's campus that 
Student Development would not be able 
to put on alone. The Sustainability House, 
for example, is planning an LAC event 
for next quarter about factory farming 
in Eastern Michigan according to Jes 
Kramer K' I I. the house's liaison. The 
house also wants to do a DIY workshop 
geared towards lessening reliability on 
consumerism. The workshop will invite 

Continued on page 5 

Economic Downturn Affects Financial Aid IN THIS ISSUE 
By ELIZABETH PORTER 
Features Editor 

For students at K, the recent 
economic news has been bard to 
avoid: images of horrified stock 
traders, endless news articles about 
the plummeting markets, and the 
recent and controversial government 
bailout have come to the forefront 
of the national dialogue and well as 
that of K College. 

Several weeks ago, tbe 
Economics Department held a 
forum on the crisis. Conversations 

abounded in dorms and the caf 
about the ever-increasing costs of 
gas and food. The majority of the 
student body is from Michigan, a 
state that has undoubtedly been 
hard-hit by job losses and tumbling 
revenues. For students living off
campus, the myriad of bomes in 
the neighborhoods surrounding K 
highlight the catastrophe of the sub
prime mortgage crisis. Toppingthe 
list of financial concerns are recent 
worries about the credit crunch, 

and how this will impact students. 
Will tbe crunch hurt students at 
Kalamazoo College by making 
it harder to get student loans? 
The answer is still unknown, but 
students and administrators seem 
perplexingly calm amid a storm of 
terrible economic forecasts. 

Marian Stowers, the Director of 
Financial Aid at Kalamazoo College, 
said that she originally did not 
expect the financial turmoil to affect 

Continued on page 4 
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;:;;::~~~~~';~;N~a:me:Vinny 
Ricciardi 

Hometown' 
Boiton, MA 

Year: Junior 

Major: 
Psychology 

What is the 
best thing 
;ou have 
been involved 
in at Kin 

your four years? I think its spit between 
working with HYPE (Helping Youth 
Through 
Personal Empowerment) at the juvy home 
and Cirque du K; they both 
touch my soul. 

Jf you could summarize your life in Olle 
word. what would it be? Lucky. 

Jfyou could have a super power. what 
super power would you have? 
Well I was told that if i had one it would 
be that i could communicate with any 
plant animal or human, but my weakness 
would be that i was incredibly socially 
awkward! 

Who is your favorite poet? Aaron 
Coleman (AC), especially when he's 
reciting a poem in the juvy 
home and all the kids are enraptured by 
what he has to say. 

When you go home, what is the first thillg 
you like to do? Run at my brother and 
give him a huge hug, while making odd 
noises ... He does the same thing back. .. 
Usually. 

What tha/lksgivi/lgjood would VOII be and 
why? Sweet potatoes crusted with a layer 
of roasted pecans, because they're 
colorful, remind me of my family, and 
filled with warmth in the middle. , 

What would make the world a better 
place? Two things: Everyone taking a 
half hour out of their day to sit and watch 
It all happen and fair trade everything., 
th1l1k about it. 

--Martha Cavazos K'I1 
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When Walls Have Ears 
By MARY B. CORCORAN 
Executive Editor 

Silly Science Majors 

Student: That's a really good 
question. How do you catch an 
amoeba? 

-- Overheard by Anonymous at the 
entrance to Harmon. 

There's Something to Be Said 
for Focus 

Guy to Group: I like s'mores. 
Group is silent. 
Guy: S'mores are so good. 
Silence wears on. 
Guy: Lets make s'mores. 

-- Overheard by Owl in the 
cemetery. 

Ah, the Battle Rages On 

Frustrated Female: I'm going to 
write my SIP how how all the guys 
at this college interact with each 
other! 

-- Overheard by Anonymous in 
DeWaters. 

Thats What She Said 

Guy to Friend: That's all I need, just 
a 9-5 and no drug tests. 

-- Overheard by Anonymous at the 
library. 

Lost on the Ages 

Student to Father: Did you hear 
they're turning Hicks into a 
Haunted House? 
Father: Like, forever? 

-- Overheard by POPPiNS in Hicks. 

One Night a Thar 

Girl to Friend: Hey, that's a fake cop 
right? 
Friend: Oohh ... maybe. Yes, 
definitely--he's carrying a fifth . 

-- Overheard by Anonymous at a 
Halloween party. 

Missing Something? 

Guy to Girl: Well, you enjoy your 
frog walk and I'll enjoy my catnap. 

- Overheard by ArtMonster in the 
grove. 
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What Does an Obama Presidency 
Mean for the United States? 
By REGIS HANNA 
Staff Writer 

Now that 
is over, it feels like the 
populous has breathed out 
a huge sigh, the battle is 
over. Aside from being the 
longest election season 
to date, more money was 
spent on this election by 
the candidates' campaigns 
than ever before. Now, this 
expensive laborious process 
is over and Obama has won, 
so what does it mean for the 
U.S. and for our future? 

For one, it means 
Obama will have the chance 
to change the image of the 
U.S. abroad that has declined 
over the past eight years. He 
has received broad support 
from the international 
community, even monks 
from China prayed for him 
to be elected; not to mention 
some 200,000 people that 
ttaveled to see him speak in 
Berlin. That is a huge change 
from the mobs of protestors 
that George Bush has often 
attracted when he travels on 
diplomatic missions abroad. 

Looking at the domestic 
significance, Obama's 
election also means that 
the U.S. has made another 
symbolic step forward for 
racial equality. Not very 
long ago, the prospect of 
a half black, half white 
president was pretty grim. 
But today that is different; 

Obama's victory proves that 
the U.S. is moving forward. 

That Obama is a democrat 
means that U.S. policies could 
significantly depart from the 
general republican agenda 
that has dominated for much 
of the last 30 years, and with 
an economic crisis, an energy 
crisis and a terrorism crisis 
on their hands, it is surely a 
good time for the democrats 
to prove themselves. IfObama 
and Biden can tackle today's 
most imminent threats, the 
democratic party could gain 
significantly in popularity. 

Regardless, their 
defeat will force the Republican 
Party to reflect on the past 
eight years and what it means 
that they have now lost is that 
the majority in the House and 
Senate will continue to belong 
to the Democrats. 

Democrats are 
supposed to be known for big 
government, and republicans 
for little government 
intervention. Thedeficitthatthe 
last eight years has produced 
doesn't seem to reflect that, 
but we can probably look 
forward to reform on domestic 
issues and less on military 
intervention for a while. 

But still, we have 
to wait and see how the 
Obama-Biden team handles 
today's issues and we have 
to consider the inevitable 
pros and cons awaiting us in 
the future. The prices of gas 
could plummet or skyrocket, 

and the stock market could do 
the same; war could break out 
in Africa or Latin America; 
a new scientific discovery 
could solve the energy crisis 
or the crisis could get worse; 
environmental problems could 
escalate--basically, the future 
is unpredictable. What is 
important now is that the U.S. 
is slated to have a president 
with reputable popularity 
ratings. 

Obama's elccllon heralds 
a new stage in our countries' 
hLtory. The last eight year 
have in pired lIIencan~ to 
vote forthe chunge tbat Barack 
Obama repre ·ents. 

Amid the current financial 
storm It is hard to ay how 
hi. pre 'ideney wlil differ 
from a pre umptivc MeC<111l 
pre 'id~ncy because a lot of 
both of their goals ha~c been 
'ty1med a II result 111 Ull. table 

and the threat 

Students Celebrate the Historic Victory Photo/Sara Whalen 

more than a change III lIny 
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populous a'ked for II change 
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hi party in the majority to 
rubber stamp them, nn Obnma 
presidency c8nlcave its Illark 
on Ibe f~dcral ju(helsry that 
will outlast its potential eight 
years in omcc. 

His rcplac"nK nl 
in office by Barack Obnma. 
n figure \\ ho i vi \\ ed 
favorably bmlld. . cr\e 

tcmp.:r n 'ing on\(· 
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Uncertain Financial Future Amid Global Credit Crunch 
Continued from page 1 

financial aid packages. She 
notes that MI-Loan, a popular 
loan program for students and 
families that attend K and are 
from Michigan, was cut early 
last year, with the cut first 
effecting the 2008-2009 school 
year. "We felt optimistic that 
[MI-Loan] would work out. 
That program never did come 
back online," said Stowers. 

Other private lenders lost 
business from larger banks, 
unable to attain the funds needed 
to make loans. One such lender 
was Citibank, another lender 
used frequently by K College 
students. Stowers states that 
if K students arc affected, it 
will not be because they are 

denied loans. Rather, it will be 
because tbey ba ve a hard time 
finding a lender in the first 
place. "When the government 
can't back the subsidy, a lot of 
lenders said, 'We're not in tbe 
game anymore, '" she said. 

She notes that to her 
knowledge students have 
not yet had any difficulty 
obtaining loans. According to 
Stowers, lenders are concerned 
that debts may no longer be 
guaranteed by the government, 
so they may withhold access 
until the market seems more 
stable. Stowers insists that 
sbe does not believe it wi II 
become more difficult to 
get educational funding, 

despite this news. "They [the 
government] really understand 
the importance of keeping the 
student loan market liquid," 
said Stowers. 

In large, students haven't 
express concerns tbat they may 
not be able to access student 
loans in the future. In fact, this 
doesn't seem to register at all 
witb most students, many of 
whom are simply preoccupied 
with how much they already 
owe. Josh Rinaldi, K '09, 
estimates that he will graduate 
with substantial debt: "I'll 
probably be $100,000 [in 
debt], but then I'm going to 
chiropractor school," he said. 
Rinaldi said that he will owe 

an excess of$200,000 when his 
graduate education is factored 
in. He bas calculated that the 
monthly payments on his loans 
will top $2,000. 

Otbers, like Nick Yedlin, 
K ' 12, aren't concerned at 
all. Yeldin, who will also 
be in student debt when he 
graduates in four years, says 
that be doesn't worry. "I don't 
think we're at the stage where 
we have to worry about it," he 
said. 

His friend Christopher 
Skrocki, also K ' 12, shares 
the sentiment. When asked if 
he worried about how student 
loans will affect his financial 
future, Skrocki responded, "I 

don't have to payout of my 
pocket yet." 

Back in the Office of 
Financial Aid, Stowers 
may not worry about the 
availability of loans, but 
she does worry that students 
may fall victim to predatory 
lending. She recommends that 
students research their lenders 
to make sure they are being 
offered reasonable interest 
rates and terms. "Take lending 
seriously," said Stowers. 

More information about 
botb private and federally 
subsidized loans, as well as 
loan forgiveness programs, are 
available online at the Financial 
Aid Office's website. 

llitimate Buzz: A Brief History ofK College Frisbee Culture 
By PAUL TALPOS 
Staff Writer 

Most everyone at K seems to be 
aware that we have a competitive men's 
ultimate frisbee team (technically it's just 
called ultimate, but nobody really cares). The 
Admissions Office advertises it as an activity 
to entice prospective students. Many people 
on campus know someone on the team, and 
you can even find an ultimate picture on the 
college homepage. Unfortunately, beyond 
the bare details, most peoples' understanding 
ofultimatc at K is pretty spotty. 

Kalamazoo College has had an 
ultimate team since 1974, making it one of 
the oldest college teams in the nation and one 
of the longest-running student organizations 
at K. The team, founded by Bruce "Frisbee" 
Johnson, consisted of a ragtag group of 
students WIthout any ultimate experience 
(the sport was invented in 1968). However, 
the team performed well and remained strong 
for years afterwards. eventually taking up the 
name ofKCUF, which simultaneously stood 
for "Kalamazoo College Ultimate Fri bee" 
and spelled a certain obscnity backwards. 
In 2005, the team renamed itself the 
Ultimatc Buzz. The new team gained more 
experience and was more focused on 

strategy and ski II than 
the old tcaIn In 2006, the 
Ultimate Buzz qualified 
for the Great Lakes 
Regional tournament, 
an annual exclUSive 
tournament consisting 
of the top 16 tcaIns from 
Michigan, Ohio. minois, 
and Indiana. 

The team followed 
up by qualifYing for 
Regionals the next two 
years and succeeded each 
time, despite competing in 
a sport dominated by large 
schools such as Micbigan, 
Notre Dame, Ohio State, 
and Illinois. The team has 
also been inVited to the 
D-ITI National tournament 
the past three years, most 
recently finishing 6'h out of 
25 teams from throughout 
the country. 

TIle Ultimate 
Buzz typically attends 
three or four tournaments 
per quarter, some as closc 

as Grand Rapids and others as far away as 
Chattanooga, Tcrmessec. Tournaments arc 
held on weekends and consist of about six 
games of ultimate over a two-day period. 
Already this year, the team has travelled 
to Cleveland, Grand Rapids, and Lowell, 
Indiana for tournaments, and there IS 

discussion about the team traveling to Las 
Vegas for a tournament in February. 

The team practices two and three 
times a week, including during the winter, 
when they move indoors. Because the 
only experience most new players have is 
throwing a disc at a family barbecue, high
level ultimate requires year-round training. 
Every player is expected to understand a 
variety of offensive and defensive skills, 
tactics, and formations. 

Despite losing several key players 
to graduation and losing several more to study 
abroad, the initial returns from the team this 
year have been positive. The team posed a 
9-5 record through its first two tournaments 
of the year, including a third-place finish 
out of21 tcaIns at the Glory Days Open in 
Indiana. At Huckfest, a tune-up townament 
in Grand Rapids, the team was able to split 
into two teams in order to spread out playing 
time as much as possible. 
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Cast and Crew Enlists Students and Quad for "Cherry" 
Continued from page 1 

whom he finds utterly incomprehensible
-even as she falls for him and he remains 
infatuated with her mother. The director 
disclosed that the ending has been altered 
from a depressing and destructive one 
to much lighter circumstances that don't 
involve a descent into prostitution. 

The cast and crew range from old 
hats to new blood. hailing largely indle 
backgrounds. The cinematographer, 
Marvin V. Rush. has filmed Star Trek 
for about sixteen years, and the director 
has worked on televiSIOn documentaries 
and dramas since the late nineties, 
including two feature films in 1992 and 
1996. His brother Matthew is a first-time 
producer, accompanied by Paul Kurta, an 
experienced television producer, and Sam 
Kitt. who was working at Universal when 
Spike Lee submitted a script labeled Do 
the Right Thing. He was one of the few 
who helped that semmal project get the 
green light. 

Flocks of movies have been fleeing 
Hollywood to film m the comfort and 
congemality of the Midwest. Currently, 
between 60 and 80 movies are bemg 
filmed m Michigan alone. During their 
hour-long Q&A on Sunday. November 
2, the Cherry movie crew complimented 
the Kalamazoo eonununIty, remarkmg on 
how nice and accommodatmg everybody 

aCh~rry» Film Crew Shootmg on the flEad 

in the town and college has been. 
The entertainment industry's presence 

in Michigan may even help to boost a 
dwindling economy, a possibIlity that 
sparked tax incentives for filmmakers. 
While many locals are skeptical of 
incentives, filmmakers IIlsist that thiS is 
good thlllg for everybody. The ultImate 
outcome remains to be seen. 

Beyond movie-making politIcs, while 
a track list has yet to be released, the 
producer has assured that the soundtrack 
is going to be "thump in." No matter 

PhotolKomal ChughtaJ 

how the soundtrack turns out to be, the 
cinematography is sure to stand out. 

To film Cherry, the crew is using a 
Red One camera, a cutting edge high-def 
digital camcra that can film at resolutions 
of 4096 horizontal by 2304 vertical pixels. 
Using this camera, the filmmakers have 
been takmg advantage of the October's 
bnghtly colored leaves m order to give the 
bcgmning of the film a more vibrant and 
happy feel as the protagonist moves into 
college and transitions to a darker, more 
serIOUS mood as the movie progresses. 

Rush explained that filming 
difficulties include lighting conditions. 
as digital cameras are different from film 
cameras. With cameras that use film, a 
cinematographer wants to overex.pose 
the shot with colors and lighting, but 
shooting With digital cameras means that 
underexposure produces the superior shot 
that counters an amplifying effect tending 
to make shots look computerized. 

Nothing exists in the shot that the 
producers have not put there on purpose 
and such attention to detail can lead to 
problems. According to the producers, 
Cherry is a three million dollar film being 
made for less than one mi llion dollars, 
and so every scene had to be examined 
and judged on its necessity AdditIOnally, 
filmmakers are dependent on good 
weather conditions, as they race against 
the fall season '5 clock. 

There is still one scene in the 
beginning of the film that they have been 
trying to shoot, in which Aaron enters the 
college grounds in a car. Th.: directors 
want the audience to be able to sec the 
protagonist and the reflection of the world 
in the window. Weather conditions for thiS 
scene have to be perfect, but with some 
luck, the filmmakers hope to find thcir 
perfect shot. Kalamazoo College student 
will have the opportunity to view the final 
product at some point ncxt year. 

Hosted Events Link Living Learning Houses to Campus 
Continued from page 1 

people to share skills such 
as clothing repair and yogurt 
making. 

The Wellncss House had 
an event on Wednesday of 
Week 8, the 3N of November, 
that encouraged creativity 
and nutrition in the cafeteria. 
Creativity in the Caf Day was 
a competition that helped to 
carry out thc Wellness House 's 
theme. "Our mission is to enrich 
the nutritional, physical, and 
emotional lives of students," 
said Catherine Stover, the 
house's liaison. 

Sustainability House's Spirited Gazebo Photo/Kamal Chughtai 

The Living 
Arts House is 
currently hosting 
a project, where at 
several designated 
locations on 
campus, there are 
drop boxes and 
index cards which 
the students of 
K arc asked to 
define, in any 
way they choose, 
what a specific 
word means to 
them. The word 
for this quarter is 

"BEAUTY." A new word will 
be selected for next quarter. 

Due to the Living Learning 
House's success, Roell hopes to 
further develop the program in 
the future. She wants to expand 
the houses that are currently 
used for other purposes on 
campus and possibly even 
purchase more houses. Thc 
other houses this year are the 
Business House, the Language 
and Culture House, the 
Wilderness Philosophy House, 
the Humanity in Community 
House, and the Women's 
Advocacy House. 
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Senior Performance Series 
By ELLEN JILEK 
Staff Writer 

Part of the 2008 Senior Performance 
Series, last Thur.;day evening's opening 
perfonnance of Megan Terry's "The 
Gloaming, Oh My Darling." went off without 
a hitch. 

Following an introducbon by director 
Mouse Courtois K'09, the Dungeon Theatre's 
lights suddenly taded to black. and the play 
began. A single voice sang a mournful tlUle 
that recurred throughout the performance, 
setting the tone and mood. When the lights 
turned on again, the audience was introduced 
to three of the play's main characters: Mrs. 
Watcrmellon, Mrs. Tweed, and Mr. Birdsong. 

Watermellon, Tweed, and Birdsong, 
played respectively by Marianne Stine, 
Mariam Sarwar, and Sam Bertken, quickly 
engross the viewers into their nursing home 
world. "My God, how the days go by," Mrs. 
Tweed remarks at one point Indeed, much of 
the play IS dedicated to showing the audience 

how th~'SC ladies get through their day-to-day 
lives. They relive parts of their past lives, 
argue lustily with each other (especially over 
Mr. Birdsong). endure family 'visits, and come 
together in solidarity at the play's ending. As 
Mrs. Watcnnellon says to Mrs. Tweed. "You 
arc all I've had, all I've been gIVen these last 
20 years." 

All four actors turned in l111pressivc 
perfonnances m a play that collStantly shifted 
and changed pace. Though it only had a forty
five minute nmtime, the show managed to 
be both tragic and comic, though sometimes 
moroidly so. It took hold of the viewer's mind 
and wouldn't let go lUltil it reached its finale. 

Several students found the show quite 
intriguing. Stewart Firmegan. K' 12 noted that 
the play was, "interesting and disorienting." 
Jon Posner K'12 agreed, "One thing I liked 
about the play was that there were rapid and 
unsignified character changes that kept the 
audience on its toes, and as such made for an 
engaging performance." 

FEATURES I The Index, November 6, 2008 

SKWIRRELS By JAMES SPICA 

DRUGS IN THE ACORNS. 



To the Editors: 

Did you know that you can find some cool electronic devices to steal on the 
third floor of Crissey Hall? Just be sure that you pick the lock in such a way 
to leave no trace of your presence there. And you can smuggle books out of 
the book store if you wrap them in cheap t-shirts. This can really save a 
student some much needed cash. 

I hope that you would agree that publishing such advice in the Index would be 
irresponsible and incongruent with our community values. Yet you have done 
exactly that with the November 6 piece by Joseph Schafer, "How to ... 
Download your Music Illegally & Safely". 

Schafer laments the increasing costs of college, but the expense of dealing 
with students who download music illegally adds to the tuition sticker price. 
So far this quarter we have received 41 reported infringements of copyright 
violation from the RIAA. That 's over 20 hours of staff time we 've spent 
dealing with these cases, and 41 students who could find themselves sued. As 
the problem continues to worsen, we must consider expensive devices and 
staff time to block such activities, and those costs will compete with 
investment in additional wireless access and other services to students. 

Students express concern about the speed of network and internet connections 
required to do course work, complete SIP research, and the like, but more and 
more they contend for bandwidth with entertainment and illegal downloads. 
Our current internet connection, up substantially in speed from just three years 
ago, costs the College $50,000 per year. 

Those that choose to follow Schafer's advice are breaking the law, violating 
the Kalamazoo College Honor System, stealing the limited resources of their 
fellow students and colleagues, and ultimately increasing the costs of their 
educational experience. 

Sincerely, 
Greg Diment 
Associate Provost for Information Services 

November 7, 2008 





From: index 
Sent: Fri 11/7/2008 12:30 AM 
To: Greg Diment 
Subject: RE: Letter to the Editors 

Dear Provost Diment, 

Over the course of the day, we realized our errors in running Joseph Schafer's article, and through 
your email and communication with Stu Comm, we're beginning to grasp the severity of the 
situation. We have retracted as many of the issues this evening as we could access; the library, 
Hicks, and FAB should not have any, and tomorrow morning we will remove the rest from 
Dewing, Anderson, Dow, and Mandelle. 

We would like to meet with you as soon as possible regarding this issue, however, we wou ld like 
to take the time now to apologize, recognize our mistake, and take responsibility. We hope to 
work with you to do whatever is necessary to right the situation. 

Sincerely, 
Mary & TJ 

Mary Corcoran k07mc04 
TJ Kosinski k05tkO I 
Executive Editors 
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How to ... Download Your Music Illegally & Safely 
By JOSEPH SCHAFER 
Entertainment Editor 

Just in case you missed it, here's 
a reminder: college is expensive. Our 
tuition just skyrocketed, and with the 
credit cnmch shockwaves beginning 
to break over our poor little heads, 
it's looking to jumping again, which 
means students like you and me will 
have less money for things we love 
but don't really need: things like 
music. 

Then again, paying for music 
is just so last centwy, isn't it? It's no 
secret; you can copy and download 
music (and just about any media 
file) illegally with virtually no risk 
involved, pun intended. There are a lot 
of reasons that this happens: everyone 
likes free stu1l; everyone likes music, 
and, as a lot of economists have been 
pointing out, the music industIy's 
standard practices are almost as 
Paleolithic as the film industIy. 

I am in no way admitting to 
downloading music illegally or 
supporting it. .. officially ... but here 
are some fim filets for those of you 
skeptical on the practice. Pop Quiz: 
If the average retail CD price is $15, 
how much money does the artist 
get? The average breakdown looks 
something like this: Retail 52.3%, 
Distnbution 23.3%, Record Label 

12%, Manufacture 9%, Artist 3.3%. 
According to my calculator, that's 50 
cents, rounded up, divided amongst 
the band. Keep in mind that retail 
outlets will jack up the price to tum a 
greater profit, hence the average price 
of are-mastered NIN CD the week of 
its release is $21. Do you still feel bad 
about downloading? Me neither. 

But if you're going to pirate 
music, you owe it to yourself and 
others to be smart 

search bar for files you can download 
(called torrents), or a music player, 
so you need to use websites like 
''PirateBay.com'' or ''Torrents.to'' 
to search for music, but it does have 
several advantages: first of all, you can 
download whole artist discographies 
at lightning speed, second, you can 
find higher quality audio files like 
FLAC, not just sulrpar MP3. 

Also know this: what you 

\0 in the last four years then it's still 
making money for the labels and they 
still want to catch people downloading 
it Yet another reason not to listen to 
mainstream music. 

Once you have downloaded the 
file, move it to an external hard drive 
or, at the very least, another folder and 
delete the original. Once that is done, 
the file is no longer able to be tracked 
in most cases, but more importantly, 

it cannot be 
uploaded or 
shared. This "Those peer-to-peer downloading pro-

about it, so here are 
some guidelines 
to getting away 
with robbery grams not only make it easy for people 

is important 
if you leave 
the file where 
BitTorrent puts 
it then other 

(relatively) safely 
and efficiently. to seed you with bits of Internet evil, but 

First things 
first even if you 
follow none of 

come with spyware in the installer." people can 

my other tips, the odds of you getting 
sued for downloading music are low, 
but the odds of you getting spyware, 
adware, or viruses are extremely 
high, so pay attention. 00 NOT use 
programs like KaZaa or Limewire. 
Those peer-to-peer downloading 
programs not only make it easy for 
people to seed you with bits ofIntemet 
evil, but come with spyware in the 
installer. The only program you can 
remotely trust is called BitTorrent 

BitTorrent does not come with a 

are downloading does matter. The 
organization that sues people for 
downloading music is called the 
RIAA(Record Industry Association of 
America), and it is only affiliated with 
major labels like Sony, Universal, and 
Elektra. If you're downloading true 
indiemusic(ifyou'veseenitonMTV 
or MTV2 it's probably not indie) like 
grassroots folk or my Norwegian 
death rnetaI, then you're probably 
in the clear. If you're downloading 
anything that's been on a radio top 

download it 
from you and you have become what 
is called a 'Seeder.' The RIAA does 
not look for people who download 
music because downloaders are too 

numerous to track, but the people 
who provide music to downloaders 
are very easy to track. The more files 
you share on1ine the more easily you 
are tracked, so be greedy-download 
once and don't let anyone download 
it from you. 

Complicated, isn't it? Of course 
there are safer ways to get music. The 

easiest by fur is to use an extemal 
flash drive and share music with 
your friends on foot; this is not only 
more social and tim, but completely ~ 

untraceable. However, this will not 
work with music bought from the 
iTunes store. Speaking of which, the 
iTWJeS store provides a lot of good 
music at reasonable prices, but its 
selection is sketchy and the restrictions 
placed on files hought from Apple 
are outrageous. I reconunend 
downloading whole albums from 
iTWJeS (whole albums are cheaper 
than 99 cent songs) and then burning 
them to CDs. Once you've bumed the 
album, scan it back into iTunes, thus 
replacing the hought and restricted 
files with scanned, free ones. .. 

There are other more reasonable 
online stores. Amazon mp3's are 
more expensive but not restricted. 
Sometimes I use a website called -II 

Emusic.com that gives me 75 
unrestricted songs a month for a $20 
subscription fee, that's 27 cents a ~ 

song! Ernusic only provides old and 
independent music, so anything on 
pop radio or MTV is difficult to find. 

Before you start downloading, 
remember it is illegal. If you're -> 
going to break the law, at least do it 
responsibly. 

Satirical Advice from the Savior of All Things Good and Worthwhile 
py LYNDSAY NUYEN 
Staff Writer 

Dear Sal'ior of all thing:> good and 
wOrlhwhile. 

I'm falling behind in chemistry closs. I 
understand the material. buJ I can ! hear the 
lecture. I sit next to my best friend. We've been 
friends since kiluiergarleJl and I love her to 
death Unfortunate/}; her schedule doeS/II 
allow her to eat between classes. so she snacks 
in closs. However; she doesn i chew quiet(v or 
wilh her mouJiI dosed. I ollly hear her eating, 
rather thall ilifOmlOtioll on electrons. I don I 
want to be rude but 1 call i hear! 

Please help. 
Considerate jiiend 

Dear Feeble Minded, 
To start, let me remind you tlmt you 

are paying $38,000 to learn about all those 
wonderful 1 ittle protons and electrons and, 
I'm willing to bet that with that kind of money 
you could buy an ctiquette coach. ready and 
willing to give any lip-smackers a 10 1 in table 
manners. Introduce your obnoxious BFF to 
common courtesy, decency, and respect Better 
yet., mvest your money in a human remote to 
mute good old' Chomper, yes? 

However, if you're looking for something 
more plausible, here's another idea: "Geez 
Banana, shut you're freaking gob!" [t worked 
for Juno, but I have a fueling you'l1 need 
serious back-up. It doesn't take tact, either; 

next time you see her reach for the apple (the 
loudest fiuit known to man), smack it right out 
of her grimy little hand and chuck it so hard at 
the ground she'll have to suck it up with a straw. 
But., now that 1 think about it, since YOII 're so 
Ik.'UrotiC, the slurping will probably drive you to 
the insane asylum. Never mind that plan. 

There's no reason why one cannot wait to 
inhale a sandwich in those 10 minutes [ know 
exist betwcen journalism and chenustry; or, 
better idea-why not wait three measly hours 
before rewarding yourself with lovely donn 
food? (Perhaps acalorie-filled Twinkie followed 
by a Kit-Kat bar left over from Halloween?) 
Self contro~ people. 

Forget this. The point is, stop being a 'nice, 

considerate, goody-goody of a friend;' teU 
her what's up. While Hungry Hungry Hippo 
is crinkling through her bag of potato chips, 
searching for the perfect grease ball, take 
some action. 

Note: this is not too extreme. If your 
buddy isn't getting the dirty stare.<Jowns, the 
aggravated growls, or the muted lectures due 
to her own gnawing turmoil, she has a serious 
problem. Unfortunately, you've named 
yourself her best friend. and it's up to you to 
take action. 

With love and true knowledge, 
Savoir of all things good and 

worthwhile 
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THIS WEEK IN SPORTS 
By JESSICA MAAS 
SportS Editor 

Women's Soccer 

The women's soccer team (7-11-1 
overall, 2-6-1 MlAA) ended their season with 
a 2-0 loss to Hope (13-5 overall, 7-2 MIAA) 
in the first round of the MIAA Tournament 
on Saturday, November I. 

Hope scored in both the first and 
second halves. The Hornets were outs hot 
9-19 and Taylor Comiskey K'I2 had IO 
saves in goal. 

Kalamazoo ends the season in seventh
place in the MIAA, down four spots from last 
year. 

Men's Soccer 
The men's soccer team (5-12 overall, 

2-10 MIAA) fell to conference foe Alma 
(3-13-1 overall, 2-9-1 MIAA) 2-1 in a home 
match on Saturday, November 1. 

K scored first on a penalty kick by Dane 
Carey K'II at the 31:31 mark. The Scots 
retaliated less than six minutes later when 
they scored following a K foul, and it seemed 
as though they would take the lead when the 
ball slipped past goalkeeper Josh Wahlstrom 
K'09 again just minutes later. Alma was 
called for a hand ball and the goal did not 
count, but they did manage to hit the back of 
the net again soon after for the last goal of the 
game and the win. Neither team scored in the 
second half. 

Five yellow cards were awarded, four of 
which went to K players: Rob Linden K' I 0, 
Eric Newcomb K'09, Dan Kellogg K'II, 
and Riley Wetzel K'12. 

The Hornets outshot the Scots 21-15. 
Wahlstrom had five saves in goal. 

K will play its last conference match 
at home on Saturday, November 8 against 
Olivet at 3 p.m. 

Volleyball 
The volleyball team (8-22 overall, 

4-13 MIAA) ended their season with a 3-0 
loss to Calvin in the first round of the MIAA 

~ Tournarnent on Tuesday, November 4. 
The Knights swept the Hornets in the 

first three games 25-17, 25-19, 25-18 to win 
the match and move on in the tournarnent. 

Kim Marble K' 10 and Colleen Leonard 
K'12 each had five kills. Megan Korc K'09 
had 17 assists and 12 digs. 

Swimming 
The men's swimming and diving team 

(1-0 overall, 1-0 MIAA) beat Olivet (0-2 
overall, 0-1 MIAA) 179-115 at borne in 
their first match of the season on Saturday, 
November I. 

Kevin Lodewyk K' 12 won the 1000 yard 
freestyle with a time of 10:28.27 and Craig 
Fleming K' II won the 200 and 100 yard 
freestyles with times of I :46.96 and 47.90. 

Paul Ellis K'I 0 won the 100 and 200 yard 
backstrokes with times of53.59 and 2:00.11. 

Chris Manning K'12 won the 100 and 
200 yard breaststrokes with times of 1:01.64 
and 2:18.03. 

Bobby Dekker K'09 won the 100 yard 
butterfly and the 200 yard 1M with times of 
52.16 and 2:02.41 , respectively. 

Hornet teams also won two relay races. 
The team of Ellis, Manning, Dekker, and 
Brian Bazzell K' II won the 200 yard medley 
relay with a time of I :36.79 and the team of 
Bazzell, Ellis, Manning, and Fleming won 
the 400 yard freestyle relay with a time of 
3:14.49. 

The women's swimming and diving 
team (1-0 overal~ 1-0 MIAA) beat Olivet (0-2 
overall, 0-1 MIAA) 166.5-130.5. 

Katie Grue K'I2 had a time of 11:13.87 
to win the 1000 yard freestyle and Sarah 
Baumann K'I2 won the 50 yard freestyle with 
a time of26.17. 

Christine Lewis K'I2 won the 200 and 
500 yard freestyles with times of2:02.22 and 
5:28.09. 

Katie Stefl K'09 finished with times 
of 2:14.43 and 2:18.07 to win the 200 yard 
butterfly and 200 yard 1M, respectively. 

Katy Knoechel K'IO won the 100 yard 
butterfly with a time of 1:02.36. 

Erin Campbell K'12 won the I and 3 
meter dives with point totals of 242.40 and 
265.85. 

The women also won two relays. The 
team of Knoechel, Kandice Keen K'II, 
Maegan Connochie K'09, and Bauman 
won the 200 yard medley relay with a time 
of I :56.19 and the team of Grue, Knoechel, 
Lewis, and Baumann won the 400 yard 
freestyle relay with a time of3:47.70. 

The teams are next in action when the 
travel to Hope on Nov. 14-15 to compete in a 
match with the Flying Dutch and Carthage. 

Cross-Country 
The women's cross-country team 

ended the 2008 season with a third
plaee finish at the MlAA Cross-Country 
Championships on Saturday, November I. 

Allison lott K'09 won the 6K race 
with a time of21 :38 and was named MlAA 
MVP. Jillian McLaughlin K'I 0 finished 41h 
with a time of 22: 13. Both were named to 
the All-MlAA First Team. 

The women finish the season with 
a third-place standing in the conference, 

behind only Calvin and Hope. Last season 
they finished in 5th. 

The men's cross-country team 
ended their 2008 season with a seventh
place finish at the MlAA Championships. 

Ethan Rosenblatt K '09 led the team 
in the 8K race with a time of27:28 for 32"" 
place. Trey Baughman finished a mere 
four seconds behind him for 34th place. 

The men finish the season with a 
seventh-place standing in the conference, 
down one plaee from last year. 

Hornet of the Week 

Phoro/Sports Information 

Name: 
Jillian 
Mc
Laughlin 

Year: 
Junior 

Sport: 
Cross
Country 

Coach: 
David 
Dimchetf 
(3m 

season) 

Previolls Accomplishments: As 
a freshman, she won the GLCA 
Championship and was an All-
MlAA First-Team selection. Last 
year, she finished mnth at the MIAA 
Championships and made the All-MlAA 
Second Team. 

Last Week: Mclaughlin finished fourth at 
the MlAA Cross-Country Championships 
hosted in Kalamazoo with a time of22: 13 
and was named to the All-MlAA First
Team for the second time in her career. 

Coach Dimcheffsaid in an e-mail: "She 
improved quite a bit on her finish place 
in the first conference meet (l3Ih), and 
did this while competing against runners 
from Calvin, the number one ranked team 
in the nation in Division Ill." 

Week 6 Sports Results 
10129 
Women's Soccer: Olivet 3, Kalamazoo 2 
(OT) 
10131 
Volleyball: Calvin d Kalamazoo 25-13, 25-
13,25-13 
Volleyball: Kalamazoo d Hanover 25-23, 
25-23,15-25,17-25,15-12 
WI 
Men's Cross-Country: 7" overall (of8) 
Women's Cross-Country: 3n1 overall (of8) 
Men's Soccer: Alma 2, Kalamazoo I 

Women's Soccer: Hope 2, Kalamazoo 0 
Men's Swimming: Kalamazoo 179, Olivet 
115 
Women's Swimming: Kalamazoo 166.5, 
Olivet 130.5 
Volleyball: Hope d Kalamazoo 25-19, 25-
14,25-9 
Volleyball: Manchesterd Kalamazoo 19-25, 
13-25,25-19,25-18,15-11 
W4 
Volleyball: Calvin d Kalamazoo 25-17, 25-
19,25-18 
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"Don't Sweat It" 
Students Found 
Study Abroad Trade 
By MARIS COHEN 

Contributor 

It all started with a SIP. 
After six months in Thailand on 
study abroad, Arianna Schindle 
K'08 and Stephanie Wilette 
K'08 spent the summer before 
their senior year brainstorming 
ways to incorporate what they 
learned abroad into a SIP with 
the scope to bring to the K 
College community. 

"We had worked for an 
organization in Thailand that 
gave medication and shelter 
to women and children with 
AIDS along the Thai-Burma 
border, and a lot of their 
income came from bags and 
scarves the women wove," 
Wilette said in an e-mail. After 
graduation, Wilette moved back 
to Thailand. 

The organization, known as 
SocialActionforWomen(SA W), 
struggled financially for many 
years. After meeting several 

Continued on page 8 

"Death and the King's Horseman" Graces Balch 
By KAITLYN WALTER 

Staff Writer 

The premise of this quarter's 
main stage play, "Death and the 
King's Horseman," is twofold, 
incorporating Wole Soyinka's 
commentary on the effects of British 
intervention on the Yoruba people 
in Nigeria and the responsibility of 
the individual in a community. 

The play explores the 
importance of one's fulfillment 
of destiny and the consequences 
paid by the world as a result of 
one person being denied his or 

her path. Elesin Oba - The King's 
horseman - must follow the King 
to the realm of the ancestors less 
chaos fall upon the earth. 

"Horseman" is told over the 
course of one day, begginging 
with a celebration and ending 
with a hopeful vision of the 
future. The story is brought to life 
through the brilliant collaboration 
of an enthusiastic cast, beautiful 
costumes, a strikingly rninimalistic 
set, and srunning lighting. "I like 
what the play does with the story. 
While it's told from the Yoruba 

Continued on page 4 

Jon Reeves Debuts "Out of the Dungeon at Last" 
By ALLIE JACOBS & His display, held in the Light Fine 
KAITLYN WALTER Arts Building Art Gallery, ran 

StaffWriters A ~ J! from October 21 to November 6, l and pieces were featured at the Art 
A fantasy world of animals a" () nat> h Hop in downtown Kalamawo Wt 

on land and sea, women adorned r Friday. Reeves, the TecImical 
in corsets, gleaming daggers and Director fur SIage pro<b:tioos 
swords, and the game of Chess t l at Ka\amazoo College, baa been 
were brought to life in Jon Reeves's Ue wnO e s ne e twisting and molding metal since 
art show of metal creations, "Out J 1980. Wcdcing atWtsCOOSin Bridge 
of the Dungeon at Last" Reeves's and Iron as a teenager, he Ieamed 
gallery included household items, "-___________________ "" 
furniture, and personal creations. One of Reevd Many Metal Creations Photo/Hannah Rcischl Continued on page 10 

Campus-Specific Security Precautions IN THIS ISSUE 
By MAUREEN FEDERO 

Contributor 
On October 28, Campus Security 

sent out a campus announcement alerting 
students and faculty of a threatening 
confrontation between a student and a 
stranger on Lovell St. during the early 
morning hours of the previous Monday. 

"Compared to larger colleges located 
in large cities, smaller colleges that are 
located in small cities have less violent 
crimes and more burglaries on campus," 
said Mike Chapman in the May/June 
2008 issue of Campus Safety Magazine. 

Violent crimes are less likely to occur on 
small college campuses such as K, and 
burglaries dominate statistically. Still, 
last week's incident was a reminder of 
real dangers. 

Crime at SmaU CoUeges and 
Universities 

Kalamazoo College has an 
enrollment of 1,340 students. According 
to the college's 2007 crime statistics, 
there were more robberies or theft than 
actual violent crimes. In the category 

of criminal offenses, there were 20 on
campus burglaries; under forcible sex 
offenses, there Was one forcible rape on
campus during the 2005-06 school year. 
During the 2006-07 school year, there 
was one forcible fondling incident on
campus. 

The trend continues to be seen in 
other small schools. The National Center 
for Education Statistics reports that in 
2006, Fort Lewis College in Durango, 
Colorado, with an enrollment of 3,946, 
experienced 73 burglaries, one violent 

Continued on page 4 
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Name: Tricia 
Garay 

Hometown: 
Ann Albor, MI 

Year: 
Sophomore 

Possible 
Major. 
Chemistry or 
Neurosclen~e 

Which week 
of the quarter 

scares vou the most and why? Probably the 
weeks !here are touch'n'run flashers and 
bullet holes in living learning houses. 

Why did you choose to live in a living 
learning Iwuse? To put on campus cheering! 
inspiring events. I like the housernates and 
can learn a lot from living with them, and 
it's really nice to have a kitchen and living 
room. Visit 

What is your favorite meal to cook out of a 
microwave? Leftover lasagna 

If you were a kind of shoe, what kind of shoe 
would you be and why? English-speaking, 
flesh-colored sneakers. 

Which quarter is the best quarter at K and 
why? Fall. It's gorgeous with the changing 
seasons and it feels so short and everyone's 
excited to be back and then there is the 
holiday break. But Spring is great, too. 

What bandlartist do you listen to the most? 
Aww boyyyy ... the numbers say Led 
Zeppelm, but what I listen to most in my 
heart: Simon and Garfunkel. 

What are your plans for junior year study 
abroad' I have no idea-Ecuador. Thailand. 
Kenya, or Hungary. 

What would make the world a better place? 
I bet if we all really, truly appreciated what 
we have. We'd be so much happier and 
everyone would feel more compelled to help 
those with less. . and more people joining 
Don't Sweat It, the campus fair-trade group. 
Contact me or the lovely Allie Sachnoff for 
questtons .. 

- Martha Cavazos K'll 
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Letter to the Editors 
To the Editors: 

Did you know that you can 
find some cool electronic devices 
to steal on the third floor of Crissey 
Hall? Just be sure that you pick 
the lock in such a way to leave no 
trace of your presence there. And 
you can smuggle books out of the 
book store if you wrap them in 
cheap t-shirts. This can really save 
a student some much needed cash. 

I hope that you would agree 
that publishing such advice in the 
Index would be irresponsible and 
incongruent with our community 
values. Yet you have done exactly 
that with the November 6 piece 
by Joseph Schafer, "How to ... 
Download your Music Illegally & 
Safely". 

Schafer laments the increasing 
costs of college, but the expense 
of dealing with students who 
download music illegally adds to 
the tuition sticker price. So far 
this quarter we have received 41 
reported infringements of copyright 
violation from the RIAA. That's 
over 20 hours of staff time we've 
spent dealing with these cases, 
and 41 students who could find 
themselves sued. As the problem 
continues to worsen, we must 

Dear Index Readers, 

We apologize both for 
last week's retraction and the 
circumstances that made it 
necessary. As editors, our decision 
to run Joseph Schafer's article, 
"How to .. . Download Your Music 
Illegally and Safely," was in poor 
taste and undermined the efforts of 
Information Services. 

We've since come to realize 
the burden--both financial and in 
terms of man-hours--that illegal 
downloading creates on our 
campus. In no way did we intend 
to advocate illegal action, nor did 
we recognize the seriousness of the 
offense. Please be sure to pick up 
The Index during Week 2 of Winter 

consider expensive devices and 
staff time to block such activities, 
and those costs will compete with 
investment in additional wireless 
access and other services to 
students: 

Students express concern 
about the speed of network and 
internet connections required to 
do course work, complete SIP 
research, and the [ike, but more and 
more they contend for bandwidth 
with entertainment and illegal 
downloads. Our current internet 
connection, up substantially in 
speed from just three years ago, 
costs the College $50,000 per 
year. 

Those that choose to follow 
Schafer'S advice are breaking 
the law, violating the Kalamazoo 
College Honor System, stealing 
the limited resources of their 
fellow students and colleagues, 
and ultimately increasing the costs 
of their educational experience. 

Sincerely, 

Greg Diment 

Associate Provost for 
Information Services 

quarter, at which time we will run 
an article on the ramifications and 
realities of downloading illegally. 

We appreciate your readership. 
and hope you'll continue to contact 
us in regard to content featured in 
The Index. 

Best, 
Mary & TJ 

To whom it may concern: 

My article last week, tactlessly 
titled 'How To Download You 
Music Illegally and Safely' has 
blown up and while I make no 
bones about my personal affinity 
for both technology and music, 

THE INDEX 
Executiv~ Editors 
Mary B. Corcoran 

TJKosinski 

Editorial Staff 
Komal Chughtai, Photography Editor 
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Sindhura Kompello, Collen Lawrence, 
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The Index encourages reader response 
in ,he fonn ofle"ers '0 the editor. The Index 
reserves the: right to edit for clarity. length. 
grammar and libel. Also ,est,ved is the right 
to nOt print leners to the editor or to prim 
them in their entirety. Signed letters are prc
ferred, but unsigned letters dealing with sen
sitive issuc:s will be accepted and primed at 
the discretion of the Editorial Board. 

Letters should be submitted via c-mail 
by midnight on the Sunday before the issue in 
which they are to appear. Please contact The 
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The lndu makes no endorsement of the 
points of view and opinions expressed in ar
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that in no way amends the content of 
said article. 

I apologize for condoning 
illegal activity. I also would like to 
apologize to the staff of Information 
Services. In no way did I mean to 
undermine your efforts or insult 
you. I would also like to apologize 
to my fellow writers and editors at 
The Index. We've all been burning 
the midnight oil trying to make the 
paper something amazing-they put 
a lot of effort into the issue that was 
pulled on account of the reaction to 
my article, and they deserve your 
attention. 

-- Joseph Schafer 



OP-EDS I The Index. November 13.2008 3 

Internet Sponsored Anonymity Cultivates Web of Hatred 
By MARY B. CORCORAN 
Executive Editor 

Earlier in the week, the conversation in one 
of my classes drifted towards issues of inclusion 
andexc1usion in terms oftherea1 and the realized. 
However, the schism between notions we accept 
and those we enact is not exemplified most 
perfectly in our tolerance and participation in 
open dialogue, but rather on Kzoo Confessional. 

Since when do we have to surrender our 
names and identities in order to be honest? 
What is it about 
our culture that 

What does it matter that you're brave ifitwas used for good? Logging on to Kzoo Confessional with 
enough to naJll6--()[" rather, judgt>-the hipsters, After spending enough time 00 the site, a her own kzoo.edu email address, at least one 
the hottest freshmen, and the biggest sluts if community of identities-however anonymous- professor bas read the ruthless posts taking 
you're not willing to name yourself? Such -emerge. There are the letter people, a healthy shot at both her class and her as an individual. 
insights are hurtful, and in many instances, purely population of trolls and owls, the abhorred The words made her fearful of returning to the 
hateful. Surely when the website began, it wasn't spammers (the consensus is that there's more classroom Neither she, nor anyone else, knew 
intended for trash talking alone. than one ... which brings me to Zodiac), and who posted, who the friends and who the foes 

The site's tennsand conditions are explicitly an unclearly explained fixation with some were. Exploiting the privilege of anonymity to 
outlined in a SUIllIIl3I)' post by the administrator, individuals, sports teams, and various cliques. strike fear in others? Definitely not a K value. 
Sam Yoo K' 10. He states: ''Please try to maintain Rumor bas it that certain individuals post about Asenior studenttold me she stopped visiting 
some semblance of dignity and intelligence themselves, but really, who's to say? Even if the site, finding it "demoralizing" and the posts 

identifies and 
attaches value, 
freedom, 
and candid 

"Kzoo Confessional gives voice 

to students while simultaneously 

when posting. you've visited the site just once, you'll probably largely misogynistic. I like to think that issues of 
Think about remember a few of the most popular discussion gender and sexuality are discussed fuirIy openly 
whether or not points. on this campus-forums are held, information 
what you have to Sometimes people will try to stage serious distnbuted, student groups formed in an effort at 
say is interesting, conversations, opening up dialogue on topics representation and peer-to-peer education-but 
useful, and/or like the recent election, best house parties, still, Kzoo Confessional bas become a place 

conversation to silencing their identities. " kind.Do not fuvorite classes, or the popular, "Give someone where while both men and women are bashed, 
anonymity? pose as someone a compliment or thank you anonymously ... " women bare the brunt of attacks on physicality. 

Listeing is a ingrained in nearly every facet else." thread. Why won't the women at this college lose their 
of our lives. We listen to our professoo--while "Some semb1ance" is a tenn that allows for Consistently though, the site is used for mustaches? Why are all the gir1s at this college 
we don't always agree with their perspectives or potentially dangerous freedom of interpretation, gutless persona1 attacks. I remember last year fut and ugly? First, neither statement is true or 
opinions, most of us accept that the the content but generally, the SUIllIIl3I)' is genuinely good thinking that everyone blew their criticism of funny. Second, what is gained from purging an 
they deliver to us is legitimate. Ifwe don't listen natured advice, simply calling for maturity and the site way out of proportion. It wasn't until opinion so hurtful to others? 
to our parents, most ofus at least hear them out asking that the site be utilized as a public forum, speaking with someone personally affected by Itsaddensanddisappointsmethatsomething 
We listen to the media, in some way or another, or, as Yoo states, "a community based project.. its ways that I started to see the other side of the in our society is dictating that in order to handle 
be it by sporting the latest fushion, listening to trying to echo the r-------------------------_ controversy we need to first 
a new song, or checlcing out some fud, our age Kzoo College remove ourselves from 
group is particularly susceplIble to "buying in." community. Let's positions of responsibi1ity. 
All of these outlets, these images of authority so be accepting, This concern is furthered by 
respomible fur dictating our actions, moe tangible. open minded, those who exploit the forum 
We hear them and we certainly see them. and kind to one in exchange for nursing 

We spend so much time listening-why is another .. .Treat the their own wounded egos. 
it that the time we spend speaking is a time we confessional as a • Our school's motto is ''Lux __ .guy._.k~7 
prefer to remain anonymous? public space." Esto," isn't it? Be light 

. Kzoo Confessional, a website on which K e e pin g and trust in yourself and 
anyone with a K college email address can post this in mind, one Thngo I ... dII ~ III>ouI: community of peers. Speak 
and comment anonymously, bas become a part recent post caught .,...... _ ............ your thoughts and harvest 
of our arcadian culture. Other liberal arts schools my attention. It 1. PIIytng ilr Iardry a rP<:rYln<1ible eX!change of 

2. The_of .. omo/CII1g_in .. cal. • ........ -~ 
including Oberlin, Amherst, and Middlebury, ~: "What the ideas. 
have 1aunched their own confessional hell constitutes Ot>er .... __ m-.noflIrg __ .. ~ ... _. Logging on to Kzoo 

websites, each of which bas come under fire a 'hipster'? Confessional, it's worth 
by their respective school administrators and I need to be thinking about the audience, 
newspapers. informed before mdacW» .. l8l1o<I*lI'I8 considering our reasonS for 

On our own campus, the site bas been I hate them. '" speaking and our reasons 
the subject of great debate among students I n t ere s tin g . for biding. 
and faculty-last year, in an effort to get Kzoo Now, beside the - ""* Iip-bop.ua- Poet RandalJ Jarrell 
Confessional shutdown, some particularly cruel grammaticalerror, DVPER"JETUDA said "The world goes by my 

postings were showcased in the hbrary. The this post is worth~ A Common Screenshot from the Infamous Conftssional cage and never sees me." 
fuceless forum, which bas deteriorated to little of some analysIS. As a community, I 
more than an outlet for unbridled gossip and In a not-so-subtle way, aspects of our K education argument One night in June, a friend told me hope we can stop hiding beneath anonymity 
offensiveness, is a phenomenon discussed in are sneaking in,. insisting on understanding and about how her entire first quarter of college was and ideally, begin projecting our most positive 
some freshmen seminaIl;. Just a few weeks ago, evaluating a situation before speaking out and defined by her emotional and social response images of self in every situation in which we we 
it was brought up during an LAC on hazing. taking sides. A potentially insightful individual, to a cruel and untrue "secret" posted about her. operatt>-the plane of reahty, classrooms, the caf; 

Kzoo Confessional gives voice to students his or her thought process bas been w.uped and But students are not the only victims; so too are and the gym, and the plane of the less tangible, 
while simultaneously silencing their identities. channelled negatively, raising the question, what professors. the internet, Kzoo Confessional. 
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Small School, Small Crime? Not Always the Case ... 
Continued from page 1 

crime, and one "forcible rape." During 
the same year, Delaware State University 
in Dover, Delaware, wiih an enrollment 
of 3,722, had 71 burglaries in the same 
year, and 10 violent crimes. Both of ihese 
colleges, like Kalamazoo, are small and are 
located in a city wiih a small population. 

Crime at Large Universities 

The University of California at Los 
Angeles, a large college based in a large city 
wiih an enrollment of37,476, had 37 violent 
crimes on campus in 2006. The Arizona 
State University in Tempe, Arizona, also a 
large university situated in a large city, wiih 
an enrollment of 51,612, had 47 violent 
crimes, including "sex offenses," "forcible' 
rape," and "aggravated assault" in 2006. 

Violent Crime at Kalamazoo College 

Because very few violent crimes 
occur in small cities, ihe violent crime ihat 
occurred in Kalamazoo College in 1999 has 

proven to have a great impact. On October 
18, 1999, two students were shot and killed 
in a DeWaters dorm room. The students 
had dated in the past, but ceased relations 
in September of that year. Preceding the 
incident, the students had engaged in an 
argument. Police reported Neenef Odah, 
a junior, shot and killed his ex-girlfriend, 
Maggie Wardle, a sophomore, before killing 
himself. 

Response to Violent Crimes 

According to Campus Security, 
ihe major policies at K are: Students must 
remain outside of restricted areas. Students 
cannot tamper with any security measures 
such as alarms, doors, emergency phones, 
and fire extinguishers, and they cannot 
use emergency door exits. Any student in 
violation of ihese policies is dealt with by 
ihe college's Judicial Council. 

Annual Report Procedures 

If students witness crimes or 
suspicious activities, campus security 

JAMA· JaIllIllin' 
By PAUL TALPOS 
Staff Writer 

Both of Kalamazoo College's 
acapella groups, The Acabellas and 
Premium Orange, gave short performances 
to begm Week 7's Jama, "Sex! Sex? Sex." 
It was ihe first actual Jama since 4'h week, 
after the CJP's Study Abroad Anniversary 
during 5th week and the Honors Convocation 
6th week. 

Sophomores Shani Turke, 
Robin Greenwood, Matt Lynch, and Leah 
Rumsey, as well as Kalamazoo College 
Counselor Dani Standish each spoke on 
the tOpiC of sex. The speakers all provided 
unique perspectives on ihe topic, and it 
quickly became apparent to every person in 
attendance ihat this was by no means a nm
of-ihe-mill "sex talk:' 

Common ihemes among the 
speakers included feelings about ihe 
way society presents sex, as well as ihe 

expectations regarding sex that ihey feel as 
college students. The service dido't portray 
sex negatively, rather, it was decidedly 
realistic. 

Rumsey, a Student Chaplain 
responsible for organizing the event, felt 
that sex was an important topic to address. 

"Think about how often personal 
problems and intetperSonal conflicts 
come from misunderstandings or 
rniscommurucations relating to sex and 
relationships," she said, "people get 
uncomfortable about sex and relationships 
and make awkward things that need not be 
awkward." 

Jamas are at the Stetson Chapel every 
Friday at I lam, and 8th Week's iheme is 
"Home." It will feature freshmen, seniors, 
and international students in a discUSSion 
on what it means to go home, and how 
college affects our relationship with 
home. 

requires ihat they fill out a form to be 
compiled into an annual report. The Security 
Director compiles ihe annual statistical 
information, and the Dean of Students 
does the same for policy disclosures. The 
Security Director then sorts out crimes 
reported by ihe security office and ihe 
information is distributed to ihe Kalamazoo 
Depa$lent of Public Safety, the faculty, 
the staff, student development, judicial 
affairs, student activities, resident assistants, 
area coordinators, athletic directors, and 
coaches. Students who decide to report 
any crimes and maintain anonymity must 
adhere to a memorandum issued by the 
Dean of Students. In conjunction with this 
memorandum is a "Crime Statistic Report 
Form" and a "Sexual Assault Statistic 
Report Form," which are filled out with 
other statistical information. 

Campus Security 

K maintains a 24-hour security 
office where students can report any crimes 
committed. Campus Security does not have 
the authority to make arrests, but does work 

closely wiih the local police department 
as needed. Security personnel are more 
like investigators ihat deal wiih nonviolent 
issues, and are not affiliated with off
campus housing or student organizations. 
Emergency call boxes with bright blue 
lights can be found on campus for anyone in 

need. 
Student Life advises the following 

precautions and advice for living safely on
campus: Read information about college 
students; be aware of the pressures
academic, social, and sexual-and ask 
questions. Students should communicate 
with oiher students having issues and try 
to learn from their experiences. It is the 
student's responsibility to ensure that room 
doors are locked at all times. Never allow 
strangers into the residence halls; Be aware 
of victimization. Do not walk alone at night 
under any circumstances 

Because K is a small college 
situated in a small city, students should be 
more aware ofburglaries than violent crimes, 
at the same time following ihe policies and 
precautions recommended by the college in 
order to stay safe. Use your common sense! 

Wole Soyinka's Commentary 
Continued from page 1 

culture it doesn't glorify either culture; 
both have their failures," said Emily 
Fraser K'06 who plays a market woman. 
"I find myself uncomfortable with actions 
of boih parties and the blatant sexism, 
but I appreciate it for its honesty of ihe 
damage that can be done when everyone 
thinks ihey know everything." T his 
is a special performance for K-College, 
for it brings professional-level guest artists 
from around the world together to perform 
wiih K students. The main character, ' 
Elesin Oba, is played by a Professor from 
Western Michigan University, Dr. Von 
Washington. He brings great charisma to 
the stage and knows bow to highlight not 
only the strengths, but also his character's 
faults. An exciting new face at the main 
stage is Aaron Coleman K'09 in the role of 
the Praise Singer. A senior, he has not been 
involved wiih the theatre untiJ this year. 
Passionate and gifted with a commanding 
stage presence, it is obvious Coleman 

knows who is character is and what drives 
him to eiiher praise Elesin or to condemn 
him. 

"I had no idea the amount of time and 
effort ihat goes into the shows. It's a great 
experience," said Coleman. "I've learned 
skills ihat are going to help me in ihe iheatre 
and with my slam poetry." As for ihe 
rest of the cast. JRod Howlett K'09 plays 
Olunde, the son of the King's Horseman, 
who had been sent away to study Medicine 
in England. Mr. and Mrs. Pilkings, two of 
the British, are played by Ben Harp K'09 
and Naseem Mazloom K'09 respectively. 
As a ~nior, this is Mazloom's final acting 
role in ihe theatre. "I feel pretty good about 
this show," she said. "I feel like I'm ending 
my theatrical performance on a high note 
and I'm honored to be cast in this show." 
Sharon Williams is in the role of Iyaloja, 
the 'mother' of ihe market women, and 
serves as a strong force for Dr. Washington 
to act against, as iheir characters have 
wield comparable power in ihe Yoruba 
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Better Together: Charter Guilds Build K Connections 
By JOAN C. HAWXHURST 
Dir. of the Guilds Initiative 

While it's hard to imagine 
as the projects, papers, . 
events, and exams that mark 
the end of fall quarter loom, a 
student's four years at K can 
fly by. So many outstanding 
professors, advisors, and 
coaches; so many academic 
and co-curricular learning 
opportunities; such rich 
experiences in classrooms, 
communities, and 
countries-taking advantage 
of everything can leave little 
time to step back and see the 
big picture. 

The Guilds offer current 
students the potential to 
focus their K-Plan around an 
interdisciplinary issue that 
interests them, to "connect the 
dots" between academic and 
experiential opportunities in 
order to create a coherent path 
that leads toward their post
college aspirations. By now, 
most everyone knows that 
there are four charter Guilds 
(Sustainability, Health, 
Business, and Justice and 
Peace). What students may 
not yet realize is how helpful 
G.uild membership can be in 
building the connections and 
honing the skills that will 
support their steps after K. 

Take the example 
of Samantha Weaver 
K'08. Sam spoke at the 
first Guilds Summit last 
January about how the 
Sustainability Guild offered 
her the opportunity to weave 
together her undergraduate 
experiences, from study 
abroad in Thailand--where 
she first got the "sustainable 
development" bug--to her 
fellowship with the National 
Wildlife Federation-
through which she enjoyed 
opportunities to share energy 

technology and work to reduce 
on-campus consumption. The 
Guild also allowed her to 
influence K's decision to sign 
onto the American College 
and University' 
President's Climate 
Commitment 
and initiated her 
involvement in the 
Campus Energy 
Group, as well as 
her senior seminar 
on the economics 
of climate change. 
As an alumna 
working in Boston 
at Global Energy 
Concepts on wind 
turbine feasibility 
studies, she has 
remained an active 
member of the 
Sustainability 
Guild, ralslDg 
questions 
and sharing 

Guilds Summit on September 
27 on the importance of 
building strong teams. Since 
his visit, several students have 
capitalized on the connection, 

i n for mat ion Guild M~mbers N~twork with Alumni dur-
through its ing Information Session 
online discussion 
forums. 

This fall, the Guilds have 
built connections and hosted 
visits with over a dozen alumni, 
whose diverse experiences and 
wide-ranging networks offer 
current students examples 
of how to weave together a 
passion and a rigorous liberal 
arts education in order to create 
a path toward a fulfilling and 
successful professional life 
after K. 

History major Jim Heath 
K'78 was the head football 
coach and a physical education 
professor at K in the 1980s 
before he was tapped by 
Stryker. Now a vice president 
and general manager at Stryker 
Instruments here in Kalamazoo, 
as well as a member of the 
Business Guild, Jim gave a 
keynote speech at the Fall 

sharing resumes, requesting 
internships, and planning site 
visits. 

October 6-7, the 
Sustainability Guild hosted 
Sarna Salzman K'96, currently 
executive director of SEEDS, 
a Traverse City-based non
profit whose mission it is 
to seek the development of 
socially and ecologically 
sustainable environments. 
Sarna parlayed the observation 
skills she developed as an 
an throp 0 logy / s oc i 0 10 gy 
major at K into a professional 
ability to understand and 
highlight common objectives 
of seemingly disparate 
organizations and individuals, 
seeking to build community 
around appropriate local 
responses to sustainability 
issues. After her visit to K, 

seven students and a staffer 
were inspired to travel to 
Sarna's community for 
the Great Lakes Bioneers 
Conference in mid-October. 

Photo/Joan Hawxhurst 

They have plans to work 
together on joint sustainability 
projects. 

On October 21, the 
Health Guild hosted Dr. 
Stephen DeHorn K'OO and Dr. 
Kristopher MacWilliams K'O I, 
emergency room physicians 
based in the Detroit area. 
Steve and Kris, whose visits to 
K were organized by a current 
student who had interned with 
them last summer, shared the 
surprises and the joys of their 
paths toward medicine and 
answered questions posed by 
pre-med students. 

Homecoming also brought 
alumni Guild members to 
campus. Students in the 
Business Guild shared lunch 
with Val Cole K'83, currently 
Director of Worldwide Sales 
for iTunes; Matt Bunkowski 
K'OO, who recently left 

London's investment banking 
world to found a software 
company in Mauritius; 
and Chad Goodwill K'92, 
Vice President of corporate 
banking at Comerica, among 
others. 

Most recently, the Justice 
and Peace Guild hosted 
the November 6-7 visit of 
Bevin Dunn K'94 and Regan 
Murray K'94, friends since 
graduation, whose common 
reading of Jeffrey Sachs' The 
End of Poverty led them to 
seek a way to do something 
more together. During their 
campus VISIt, Bevin and 
Regan shared their work to 
found and run the Temwani 
Children's Foundation, 
improving the lives of 
Zambian children affected 
by HIV/AIDS and poverty 
through health and education, 
with students from Amnesty 
International and InterVarsity 
as well as with two classes. 
The alumnae are hopeful that 
these initial connections could 
lead to collaborative SIPs and 
internship possibilities with 
the Foundation. 

Connecting with alumni 
Guild members can help 
students envision their future 
and take practical steps 
toward achieving their goals. 
Everyone in the K College 
community is invited to 
join one of the four charter 
Guilds by visiting http:// 
guilds.kzoo.edu. This winter 
quarter, watch for the Passion 
to Profession Monday night 
workshop series, cosponsored 
by the Guilds and the Center 
for Career Development, 
which will bring more alumni 
and community partners to 
campus to share their paths 
from a liberal arts education 
to successful and meaningful 
careers. 



6 FEATURES I The Index, November 13,2008 

Getting to Know Your New Provost, Mickey McDonald 
By COLLEEN LAWRENCE 
S ffWi ' provost, and I wanted it to be at ta nter . 

a really small, top hberal arts 
With a passion for 

traveling and leadership, 
Mickey McDonald fits right 
in as the new provost at 
K. McDonald assumed the 
position of Provost on July 
I st. 

"I was at Occidental 
College in L.A. for 15 years 
as a mathematics professor. 
At Oxy I also held a number 
of administrative positions: 
Deputy to President for two 
years, Interim Director of. 
International Programs, Dean 
of Students for one year, and 
most recently, I was Associate 
Dean of Academic Affairs for 
three yearS'," said McDonald. 
"I was ready to take on the 
leadership role of a dean or a 

college that was in line with 
the educational values I hold 
myself." 

McDonald found those 
qualities at K. 

"Ilove being here. It's a very 
vibrant and exciting community 
to be a part of. Everyone at the 
college has been so warm and 
welcoming," he said. "In just 
three short months, I feel like 
I'm completely a part of this 
college. I forget that there was 
a 'before' Kalamazoo." 

McDonald's 'before' 
Kalamazoo is full of learning 
and travel, having spent the 
first 10 years of his life living 
in Taiwan, attending Chinese 
schools, before his family 
moved to the Southeast United 

States. He attended Davidson 
College, where he graduated 
with a degree in mathematics, 
and continued his education 
at Duke University, earning a 
doctorate. His early exposure to 
the world spurred a continued 
love of travel. Last March 
and April, McDonald and his 
partner spent seven weeks 
travj:ling the world. 

In terms of McDonald's 
responsibilities as Provost, 
on the forefront of this year's 
agenda is the new curriculum. 

"This year, one or" the 
primary things we need to do 
as faculty is to decide on the 
direction of the new curriculum, 
and that is moving ahead very, 
very well. I worked with a task 
force this summer, and we're 
making a recommendation 

on a calendar decision so that 
we can sort of move forward 
with the distinct initiative 
work that the president had the 
community engaging in over 
the past couple of years," he 
said. 

"I think there are always 
interesting challenges in terms 
of new curriculum directions 
any time you hire a new faculty 
member," said McDonald. "It's 
an exciting time to diversify 
faculty in a number of ways, 
consider new directions, and 
focus on individual departments. 
We're also at a time when we 
can look closely at experiential 
learning for students and find 
ways to make them deeper and 
more purposeful for students," 
he said. 

While he is happy with his 

new position, there are some 
things McDonald misses 
from his previous job. 

"Much of my time in this 
position is spent working 
with faculty as well as 
academic administrators, 
helping them in what they 
need to do to support the 
students and student work. I 
tend not to interact too much 
directly with students, which 
is something I will miss from 
my previous position," he 
said. 

The only other lingering 
trouble for McDonald is the 
cold. 

"I'm not ready for the 
winter," he said. "Rainy and 
40 degrees is like winter to 
me." 

Group Profile: Swing Club Challenges You to Improvise 
By AMANDA GEER 
Staff Writer 

Lindy Hop, the Charleston, and 
East and West Coast Swing have 
recently become buzz words on 
K's campus, with swing becoming 
the the newest addition to dance 
clubs. The Swing Club experienced 
a renaissance last year when Claire 
Hinders K'11 became the president 
and brought about some focus. At 
Fall Fest, almost 120 people signed 
up to receive more information about 
it. 

Hinders has been studymg dance 
since she was four, and swing dance, 
more specifically, for the past two 
years. In this short amount of time, 
she has become a highly competent 
dancer and instructor 

The club meets in the Chapel each 
Tuesday at 9:00pm, and the meeting 
is split into two sections. During the 
Beginners' section, Hinders leads a 
group of about 20 people m learning 
basic and intermediate steps for 
various swing dances. Next semester, 

the club will start shifting the 
meeting into a second section 
for continuing dancers. "I 
would love for more people 
to come, but it's difficult for 
people to come in at the end," 
Hinders said. 

Starting in the Spring, 
she'll begin teaching the 
Beginners' section again. 
According to Hinders, "At 
this point, people have 
already learned many steps 
and combinations to the Lindy 
Hop, Charleston, and East 
Coast swing." 

Beginnmg dancers start 
with East Coast because it 
is the easiest and most basic 
form of swing, Hinders 
explained. East Coast actually 
evolved from the Lindy Hop, 
which is Hinders's favorite 
and specialty. She's taken 
classes from the creator of the 
Lindy Hop, Frankie Manning, 
who is 94 years old and still Dancing! Courtesy of Claire Hinders 

teaching the dance in his workshops. 
The Swing Club has several events 
currently in the planning process
-one idea they have for this winter 
is to set up carpools to workshops 
for swing dance. These workshops 
would be all day affairs, both in and 
out of state. 

In the Spring, the club plans to 
host a day of dance, which would 
include workshops on campus 
culminating in a huge dance where 
people can showcase what they've 
learned. All events would be open 
to the campus and to dancers of all 
levels. 

Hinders is still debatmg whether 
she's going to choreograph a swing 
dance for Frelon. Participating might 
seem like an obvious decision, but 
as she points out, swing isn't meant 
to be choreographed. The essence of 
swing is that the dancers have fun 
with whatever spontaneous steps 
they choose from one moment to the 
next. 

It's all about improvisation. 
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Study Abroad Veterans Reflect and Advise 
S Ie 

7 

CompJled by Sam Whalen 
La out Editor 

The Index s invites juniors or 
seniors with stud abroad experience 

to submit advict, responding to the 
prompts above. ease send your ad· 
vice, accompan d by a photograph 

fr m study abroad, t6 
index@,kzoo.edul 
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"Recycle Rob" Speaks Out 
By TONI SKALICAN 
News Editor 

In September, Rob Towmend travelled 
to Pit1sburgh to represent Kalamazoo College 
at the National Recycling Coalition's Annual 
Congress and Expo. At the conference, he 
collected the College's two first-place awards 
from last year's nationwide Recyclemania 
competition: highest recycling rate, and largest 
amount of targeted recyclables per capita, in 
the "Whole Campus Division." 

He received the 2007 Environmental 
Award from the Kalamazoo Regional 
Cllamber of Commerce, and back in 2003, 
the Michigan Recycling Coalition named him 
Recycler of the 
Year. But 53-year
old Townsend does 
more than just 
collect recyclable 
rnateriaIs and 
trophies. 

Better-known 
to students as 
''Recycle Rob," 
Townsend is in his 
29" year of service 
to Kalamazoo 
College. A well
recognized fuce on 
campus, he began 
his career at K with 
an entIy-levei job in 
FebruaIy 1981. 

"I say I was a 'sanituy engineer,'" said 
Townsend, continuing, '1 just worked from the 
ground up." Only a few yem; later, he became 
a grounds-peoon. "At that time I was known 
as 'the quad man, '" he recalled. As a grounds
person, he explained he also led landscaping 
projects, beautifYing the campus by replacing 
annuals with perennials. 

In 1992, "[Director of Facilities 
Management] Paul Manstrom needed 
someone to create and operate a recycling 
program," said Townsend, he was inspired to 
take on the challenge. 

'1 got to know students. I got involved," 
he said "I met a lot ofEnvOrg members, and I 
learned fiom the student body. That encouraged 
me to realize what's going on out there." 

Townsend imparted one of his fuvorite 
quotes: '1£ it· can't be reduced, reused, 
repaired, rebuilt, refurbished, refinished, 
resold or recycled, then it should be restricted, 

redesigned, or removed from production." 
Today, he's a man with "many hats and 

responsibilities," he said He supervises all 
campus recycling operations, which includes 
fur more th!m the recycled rnateriaIs thrown into 
<hnnpsteIs on campus. He administers e-waste 
collection and safe disposal, oversees the 
REP room, manages the K College (!College) 
Depot, handling and maintaining furniture for 
exchange between departments on campus, 
and he runs HUB, or Helping Understand 
Bikes, a new bike-repair and rental program. 

D.retoTownsend'sdedicationtorecyc1ing, 
the College was selected as a 2008 Trendsetter 
by Public WoricsMagazine, an honor scheduled 

to be published 
this month. 

Townsend 
is also an 
assistant 
director to 
the first-year 
LandSea 
program, and 
has been for 16 
yem;. 

'1 love the 
outdoors; I love 
the woods and 
the water," he 
said, descnbing 
himself as a 
semi-retired 

Counesy of Rob Townsend rock climber 

who delights in canoeing and back-packing. 
He's also an artist, citing experience with 

all mediums, "from acrylics to oils to inks to 
sculpture to potteIy." Achnitting he's drifted 
from art as his obligations to work and family 
have increased over the years, he said that "little 
by little," he's now "getting back to it" 

FamilyrespoIlS1bilities includeadedicated 
27-year marriage to wife, Jenifer, who is deaf 
"I know some sign language," said Townsend, 
who is also hearing-impaired, but wem; a 
hearing aid. He and Jenifer are the proud 
parents of three: Mary, Cooper, and Molly. 

'1'm sort of a mystery person [on 
campus]," said Townsend Yet, evident in his 
character is his passion for his place at K 

Devoted to the continued preservation of 
Mother Earth, he concluded, "[I'm interested 
in] finding out what more can we do to take 
care of our momma." 
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Alumni Tie SA with SIP 
Continued from page 1 

people involved with SAW in Thailand. 
Schindle and Wilette formed Don ~ Sweal 
It, an organization that works with juniors 
on study abroad by coordinating efforts 
to bring back items from developing 
countries. 
Items are to 
be sold in the 
K bookstore. 

.. W e 
figured 
there were 
groups like 
this in most 
study abroad 
sites: small. 
community
based NGOs 
that sold 

The current leaders of Don ~ Sweat 
II, Tricia Garay K'II and Allie Sachnoff 
K' II, are continuing the precedent set by 
Schindle and Wilette. 

The duo is currently workmg with 
six juniors who are on study abroad in 

Ecuador, 
Senegal, 
Kenya, 
China, 
Thailand, 
and Mexico. 
The s e 
students 
will bring 
back items 
to sell in the 
bookstore 
this commg 
spring. 

crafts to Bookstore Goods in the Making Counesy ofTrida Garay 
support local 
members," Wilette said. "At least for 
SAW, these women had no other place to 
go and no other income. so even a small 
partnership would help." 

After receiving funding from two of 
Kalamazoo's Guilds. the organization was 
created last year as a way for students to 
maintain connections formed during their 
study abroad experience and to support 
falI trade goods. 

"One of the main complaints we 
heard from returning students was that 
there were little opportunities to talk about 
these experiences that were so meaningful 
but different from life at 1(," said Wilctte. 
"Students could show the items in the 
bookstore, be involved with wnting up 
the stories, and maybe have a forum on 
campus to talk about the organization or 
the country's situation." 

"What's 
really great about Don 1 Sweal II is that 
is gives these juniors a chance to stay 
connected after they come back," Garay 
said. "It allow~ them to have an outlet 
from that country that continues here." 

Although the leaders had once thought 
about expanding the organization to local 
stores in Kalamazoo, Tricia says that they 
have recently decided to keep Don't Sweal 
It within the confines of the college. 

"I don't think it would be as effective 
in the greater Kalamazoo area because it's 
so rooted in onr study abroad program," 
Garay said. ''Besides, there are already a 
lot of stores downtown that sell fair-trade 
goo<!s, and what's so special about the 
goods are the stories behind them. We 
want these items to be useful for futnre 
students who are considering study abroad 
in these countries." 

Earn a full semester 
of academic credit and 
build a full resume of 
experlencel 

THE 
PHILADELPHIA 

CENTER 
EXPERJENa: UFE EDUCA r.ON "T WOfb( 
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T'H~ s~x FlUS: Pregnancy and Herpes 
By MAE NEWNUM 
Staff Writer 

Can my girlfriend get 
pregnant if we have sex when 
she's on her period? 

- Parting the Red Sea, Male, 
19 

Wel~ Mr. Parting the Red Sea, 
she can technically get pregnant 
during her period. It is rare, but it 
can happen. Spenn can live in the 
body up to six days waiting around 
to fertilize her egg and her cycle 
may be a little irregular because of 
factors like stress and diet, which 
means you can't always predict 
when she will ovulate. 

"Even when cycles are long 
and regular, ovulation may occur 
on different days in different 
cycles," said Dr. Vanessa Cullins 
of Planned Parenthood. 

Women with shorter cycles 
need to be careful, too. Ovulation 
can happen sooner and with sperm 
living so long, conception can 
happen sooner than you would 
like. 

So, place a towel on the 
bed (or wherever the mess may 
happen), and put on a condom 
before surfing the crimson tide 
next time. You'll prevent her 
from getting pregnant and protect 

both of you from any STDslSTIs 
making their first appearance 
from a previous relationship. 

My boyfriend just gave me 
herpes. He said he didn't cheat 
on me, but come on. He gave me 
an STD. Why does he honestly 
expect me to believe him? 

- Newly Diseased, Female, 
18 

Calm do~ Miss N.D. I 
lUlderstand why you are angry, 
but he might be telling the truth. 
You should probably back off 
and have a little faith in your 
boyfriend. He just discovered he 
has herpes (or he's known for 
awhile and didn't tell you). 

"A person can be infected 
with herpes for years - even a 
lifetime - without knowing it," 
said Dr. Cullins. Your boyfriend 
could have been completely 
faithful and have gotten herpes 
before he even met you. 

If you haven't been to a 
doctor to confirm that itis actually 
herpes, get there fast. Just because 
you have sores does not mean you 
have herpes. It could be syphilis, 
which still exists and is treatable 
when caught early. Up to three 
months after catching syphilis, 
you get sores that can be mistalcen 

for herpes. Get to a health center 
and get tested before you assume 
anything. 

After you're sure that 
it's herpes, remember, while 
the actual virus is incurable, 
outbreaksaretreatableAccording 
to Planned Parenthood, the first 
outbreak will more than likely be 
the worst. You can get medicine 
to help manage the outbreak, but 
WlfortlUlately herpes is currently 
incurable. 

After the initial outbreak 
you can try to suppress further 
outbreaks with different 
medicines. Then, just relax and 
try to work out this difficult 
issue with your boyfriend. He's 
probably fiipping out just as 
much as you are. 

We need questions about 
sex and relationships from 
you! Whether you are having 
sex, thinking about having 
sex, or just enjoying what you 
have going on by yourself, you 
must have some questions. 
Send any and every question 
you have about love lives to 
either sexfileslOl@gmail.com 
or campus box 730. Please 
include your age, gender, and 
orientation (if necessary) with 
every question. 

9 

K's Counseling Corner Roomates: Is the Honeymoon Over? 
By DR. DANIELLE W. STANDISH 
Counseling Center Staff 

We are windrng down fall quarter. 
and I imagine that many of you have 
had some "run ins" with your roommate 
by now. For many first year students, 
the novelty of being on campus is 
wearing off, and living situations may 
be growmg frustrating. In short, the 
honeymoon is over. 

Moving to a college campus and 
living with a virtual stranger is usually 
a huge transition for, most students. 
In fact, the majority of students have 
never had to share a room with a sibling 

or a friend for a significant amount 
of time. Suddenly, you may be aware 
of your need for privacy. space, and 
confidentiality concerns you hadn't 
really needed to think about before living 
with a roommate 

As with any relationshIp, it is 
important that you communicate 
effectively with your roommate. You 
may need to detennine how you both 
feel about baving a neat room, the room 
temperature, overnight guests, personal 
versus communal property, study and 
sleep habits, attitudes about drug and 

alcohol use, special needs and dietary 
issues, and music and noise preferences. 
It is imperative that you are assertIve 
by standing up for your rights, while 
simultaneously respecting the rights of 
your roommate. 

After hammering out some 
differences, there are strategies for 
getting better acquainted with him or her. 
First, practice self-disclosure. Building a 
relationship starts with revealing some 
parts of yourself and honestly expressing 
who you are to the degree that you 
feel comfortable sharing. Second, find 

a common frame of reference. It is 
easier for people to understand and 
appreciate each other when they have 
something in common or have shared 
a similar experience. Third, accept 
conflict. Disagreements happen in even 
the healthiest relationships and it is 
unrealistic to believe that you will not 
have any conflicts with a roommate. 
"Fight fair" with your roommate and 
compromise. Following these simple 
strategies may help alleviate some 
stress and help develop a meaningful 
relationship. 
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"Fallout 3" Hands Down Video Game of the Year 
By NICK WHITE 
Staff"Writer 

It's a classic gamer's nightmare: a pedigree 
franchise finding its way into the hands of a 
new developer, having to make the transition 
to next-gen consoles. After all, for every mind
boggling success (ReIro Studio'sMetroid Prime, 
Ubisoft Montreal's Prince of Persia) !here's the 
butchering of a previously wonderful franchise 
(Atari's Alone in the Dark). Thankfully, I can 
assure you thatBethesda's recent release, Fallout 
3, firmly falls into the latter category-with flying 
colors nonetheless-provided those colors are 
''irradiated glow green" and ''tetanus inducing 
rust" 

Fallout 3, for one who bas lost all sense 
of the obvious, is the third installment in the 
classic post-apocalyptic Fallout series. Unlike 
recent Mad M~-esque titles like Gears of War 
or Resistance: Fall of Man, Fallout doesn't have 
things "going south" for America via a spaceship 
fleet of 'roided up E.Ts. Instead, it goes the 
Dr: Strange/ove route of mutually assured 
destruction in the year 2077. Those who have 
the forethought to not join the Marie Cwie fun 
club end up in government contrncted fiillout 
shelters called "vaults." 

You yourselfbegin the game 200 years after 
the nuclear war as an infimt in WashingtonD.C.'s 

Vault 101, one that, unlike the remaining vaults, 
was never meant to be opened. From here, the 
introduction of the game bas you progressing 
through several key moments in your life leading 
up to your nineteenth birthday. In a clever 
fushion, the selecting of your character's looks, 
skills, and particular aptitudes are skillfully 
implemented into this introductory Il3II3tive, 
unlike Bethesda's Elder Scrolls: Oblivion, which 
merely overwhelmed you in deciding all of this 
from the get go, without providing any sense of 
ll3II3tive backstory for your character. That being 
said, at the age of nineteen, your fiIther leaves the 
vault for unsaid reasons, and, being blamed for 
his disappearance, you follow in pursuit. 

If it sounds open-ended, that's because 
it is. Your character's look, abilities, morality, 
clothing, weapons, sidekick, living quarters 
and JiIIe among other things are all left up to 
you. Want to be a mohawk-<lonning fellow 
who enjoys a nice tbree-piece suit and the right 
to bear laser-fueled anns? Have at it! Care to 
throw on some riot gear on top of a wonderful 
mullet, and go to town with brass knuckles? The 
choice is yours! Those who are accustomed to 
the customi71Ition system of the Elder Scrolls 
series will feel right at home. 

That is, until they find themselves in 
combat Unlike the clunky, very less-than-

gratifying, hit-{)f-miss combat system of their 
previous titles, Bethesda's Fallout 3 utilizes a 
new hybrid combat mechanic called VAT.S., 
which stands for Vault-Tee Assisted Targeting 
System. Think of it as a balf shooter, balf tum
based RPG. See, in the middle of a sortie, 
bringing up VAT.S. will freeze the action, and 
highlight your target, allowing you to hone in 
on whichever limb and/or vital organ you think 
they could do just fine without, allowing the less 
1han "twitch-happy" RPG crowd to fully utilize 
their carefully crafted character's skills. To those 
who thought they were getting to play Half Life 
and not Final FanJasy VIII, worry oot; VA T.S. 
utilizes an "action points" system that prevents 
the feature from being over utilized. 

Graphically, Fallout 3 impresses. For a 
game with so much customi1ation, you almost 
expect to see a dip in the graphical fidelity, but the 
textures are well-{)etailed, and character models 
are certainly a step up from the lifeless zombies 
one was forced to interact with in Oblivion. The 
art design isunparalleled, however. Think 1950's 
suburbia and a "Keeping up with the Joneses" 
unbridled materialist style of advertising meets 
nuclear induced blight Vibrant billboards for 
''Super Bomb Cereal" stand behind a single 
swing set, with oothing but cracked roads and 
char-broiled trees for miles. There's something 

chukIy comical, and yet frighteningly real about 
the future posed by Fallout 3. Populations rise 
and full, empires come and go, but consumerism 
reigns supreme. Thesoundtrack, like inBioshock, 
is composed heavily of 40's and 50's tunes, and 
the sound effects are extensiv(}-no two weapons 
sound alike, the voice talents (including Liam 
Neeson, Ron Perlman, and Malcom McDowell) 
are legitimate. 

All in all, it's hard to play without 
comparing Fallout 3 to its older brother 
Oblivion, and thankfully, !here's 00 reason it 
should suffer an inferiority complex. While it 
builds on the tried and true action RPG staples 
of the Elder Scrolls series, it's not afiaid to make 
the combat enjoyable (something to which rwne 
of the Elder &rolls game could ever attest), 
improve the frame rate as well as the graphical 
quality, and simultaneously deliver a carefully 
crafted Il3II3tive within the frameworlc of an 
immersive "do anything, go anywhere" world 
The side quests are compelling, not tiresome, 
and you'll be amazed at the variety of ways one 
can accomplish a goal. While it will be a while 
before I can fully judge Fallout 3 in the grand 
scale of gaming excellence, suffice it to say that 
unless the new Prince of Persia or lejI4 Dead 
truly sets my mouth agape,Fal/out 3 is my choice 
for game of the year. Five out offive stars. 

Dragon Tattoo Productions Yields Metal Creations 
Continued from page 1 

the art of metal sculpture from his father and 
grandfuther. Reeves went on to receive a BA 
in technical design andproductionwithastudio 
art minor from the University of Wisconsin
Whitewater. He also owns a studio, Dragon 
Tattoo Productions, where he creates and sells 
his weapons and sculptures. 

Several items sold at the show, including 
an ashtray, a piece called ''Captured Light," 
and a piranha named "Ugly 1f1." 

The name "Ugly #2" is comedic for 
such a complex sculpture. Reeves's fishes are 
signature pieces that fill a gallery wall; like 
most ofhis sculptures, Reeves plans each fish 
ahead of time, in real size, on paper. ''I sketch 
constantly. I'm always drawing," Reeves 
said 

He also looks at actual pictures of fish to 
replicate proportions and detail, yet he gives 
them unique eyes in order to design fish with a 

"real but whimsicallook,''he said 
"A major fish takes four to six hours. For 

art, that's very quick. You have to work to get 

joked. ''It's at least seventeen years old" 
He purchases an average of four and a balf 

tons of steel per year for his pieces, in addition 
inspired," said ~~---\--:--.. _~ to brass, 

copper, 
galvanized 
iron, and 
a material 
called Bar
lac, which 
is used for 
embedding 
small pieces. 

Reeves. 
Reeves puts 

his body and 
soul into his art, 
bending parts, 
such as the fishes' 
nbs, by hand. ''It's 
very important 
that I feel the steel 
shift in my hand" 
Reeves said 

He wOIks 
with a combination 
of old and modem 
tools. "My anvil 
more 1han likely 
witnessed the 
Civil War," he A Look at Constructed Weaponry 

The 
clock pieces 
on display 
insti1I a 
sense of 
timelessness 
in the 

Photo/Hannah ReiscW viewer. ''I 
don't think 

I do any pieces without inspiration," Reeves 
said "The clock pieces are all about--I'm 
getting a lot older-time is a fuctor." 

Reeves' pieces are not only presented in 
his galleries and studio; schools and theaters 
around Kalamazoo use his weapons in their 
shows, and all the fi.uniture in his home is 
made with aged-metal. 

Reeves' studio, Dragon Tattoo 
Productions, is located in the basement of the 
Park Trades Center in downtown Kalamazoo. 
His pieces are displayed on the first Friday of 
every month at the Art Hop. 

Touches of humor in Reeves's gallery 
kepyvisitors intrigued-a wall entitled"Bamb~ 
Blades, and Babes," filled with weapons, 
corsets, and a sculpture of the famous deer's 
head, was a highlight of the display. 

''I don't like when art is made into 
something pretentious; it should elicit an 
emotion. Sometimes, I think it should elicit a 
laugh. It doesn't have to be deep," he said 
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Sesame Street's Savion Glover Presents "Bare Soundz" 
By MARY B. CORCORAN 
Executive Editor 

They were hoofing, not tap 
dancmg. The difference, Savion 
Glover explained, is that "To be 
a hoofer, you have to live a while 
longer, experience a little more, 
tell more of your self through the 
dance." "We like to deal with the 
musicality, melody, tone," he said, 
"anything besides the show of it" 

Glover was joined by 
Marsbal1 David Jr. and Maurice 
Chestnut, a' hoofer and a tap 
dancer. respectively, for a packed 
performance of his most recent 
wOIk, "Bare Soundz," last Fnday 
night at Western Michigan 
University's Miller Auditorium. 

Known for his 5-year stint 
on "Sesame Street" in the early 
nineties. and more recently, for 
his wOIk with the animated film, 
Happy Feet, Glover ca11ed out 

quite a diverse and animated crowd; 
young girls asked him to sign 
their tap shoes, an older woman 
announced she'd seen him perform 
when he was just 12, and a high 
school aged-boy asked about his 
interest in basketball. 

The stage was dressed simply, 
divided into three sections, each 
with an elevated platform for the 
dancers, gently offset by deeply hued 
reds, blues, and purples projected 
on the screen behind the men of 
"Bare Soundz." Direction between 
the dancers remained fluid as they 
traded and shared platfonns in such 
a way that the center of the stage was 
rarely the source of excitement 

When positioned between 
David Jr. and Chestnut, Glover, the 
headliner, appeared oddly confined, 
hisenergynotstifledbutexaggerated. 
Complemented magnificently by 
the hwnan boundaries they drew, 

the men commanded the stage, 
managing each other's energy, 
ordering it left, right, center, and 
back. Animated pieces loosened 
Glover's dreads from their tie at the 
back of his head. 

Representing "the style of the 
hoofers," the trio bared soul and 
character through their numbers 
and their interactions with one 
another. While David Jr. performed 
an impressive solo piece, his 
peers stood behind and watched, 
animatedly taking in the sight and 
sounds. 

During the talk back. Glover 
explained that while parts of the 
performance were choreographed, 
there is "a lot of room for 
improvisation." The men bring all 
their ideas to the table in what the 
headliner descnbed as "for the most 
part, a collaborative effort." 

The result was spectacular. 

"Dance comes from our means 
of wearing expression," Glover 
said. "When we had no voice and 
no instruments, we had something 
that said, 'Hey, I'll meet you there.'" 
Imaginative rhythm defined the 
show. as Glover cast beats out, 
and played them off David Jr. and 
Chestnut before reeling them back 
in with a fisherman's ease. 

Hoofing, unlike other dance 
forms-tap, ballet, and Jazz
allows for truly liberated movement. 
The refreshing freedom manifested 
itself in lively numbers; arms wound 
about like wmdmills and feet told 
snippets of the dancers' stories. 
Glover explained that histories are 
what it's about; dance as a means 
of telling the story and individual 
experiences as they collaborate in 
hoofing define the form's deeply 
personal origins. "I can only tell you 
my story," he said "There are many 

histories." 
When it looked like he 

might have fallen off the plane of 
possibility andhis platform, detying 
gravity and the waves of sound 
between him and the audience, 
Glover infiltrated the emotional 
projecting his experience through 
the visual and the audio. Between 
acts. the men casually wiped beads 
of sweat from therr heads----the 
shimmer from which glistened like 
jewelry-and draped their black 
towels on top of the speakers. For 
"Bare Soundz," hoofing is about 
''trying to allow the audience to 
hear everything you can imagine." 

With smiles on their faces and 
laughter bouncing back and forth 
across the stage, Glover, David 
Jr., and Chestnut shared with 
Kalamazoo both their expressions 
of self and their talented toes. 

Cirque de la Symphonie Soars at Miller Auditorium 
By COLIN KING 
$taffWriter 

Ever thought about seeing people in 
skimpy outfits fly through the air clinging 
to silks while a live orchestra plays 'Harry's 
Wondrous World' from Harry Potter and 
the Sorcerer s Stone? If the answer is at least 
"I guess ... " and you have twelve to fifty 
bucks you need to get rid ot; the Cirque de Ia 
Symphonie is something you shouldn't miss. 

Performing in a packed Miller 
Auditoriumon WestemMichigan University's 
campus, the show opened with an orchestral 
performance of 'Roman Carnival Overture' 
with which parts of the audience hummed 
along hesitantly. As this subsided, Conductor 
Scott Terrell introduced himself and the 
Kalamazoo Orchestra. After attending 
undergrad at Western, Terrell has been 
involved in such programs as the Rotterdam 
and Naples Philharmonics, the Minnesota 
Opera, and the Hong Kong Sinfonietta. 

illustrious orchestral. careers were 
matched by the circus element provided by 
Cirque de Ia Symphonie, in that five of the 

Circus Ptrformers and Friends 

eight performers were veterans of Cirque du 
Solei! performances, four had been part of 
Circus Circus, two were Polish National hand 
balancing champions and one was accredited 
with the title of Athlete of the Decade inAerobic 
Gymnastics. 

Photo/ Colleen Mclntee 

While all of these resumes are quite 
impressive and added to the overall appreciation 
of the performance, they also contnbuted to 
the show's major dowofa11: all of the circus 
performers were integral in setting the bar so 
high for modem circus, but there was simply 

a lack of fresh material. While it was great to 
see the veterans in action, this was not a show 
of inoovation. 

Originality manifested itself in its 
structure. One performer carne on stage and 
wOlked his act while the orchestra played a 
number. Very impressive partner acrobatics, 
silks, contortion, juggling, an audience
pleasing hula-hoop regiment, and a Houdini
like magic trick cemented Cirque de Ia 
Symphonie's diversity, but the lack of grand, 
multiple person routines is liable to disappoint 
funs of the Peking Acrobatics and other 
spectacle-oriented artists. 

No less than an absolutely professional 
orchestra coupled with the veterans of the 
circus reformation provided a pleasing display, 
but it lacked the piz7azz of the showboat to 
which we have become so accustomed. The 
gasps from the audience were pretty much 
relegated to serious hula-hoop routines and 
the golden acrobatics partners-seriously, they 
were painted in all gold Overall, Cirque de 
Ia Symphonie offered a solid presentation by 
extremely talented artists marred only by a 
slight dearth of the new. 

-
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THIS WEEK IN SPORTS 
By JESSICA MAAS 

Sports Editor 

Men's Soccer 
The men's soccer team (6-13 overall, 

3-11 MJAA) ended their season with a 1-0 
loss at home to Olivet (10-9-1 overall, 8-6 
MJAA) on Saturday, November 8. 

Neither team scored in the first half, 
but the Comets managed a goal just 2: 11 
into the second period. 

The Hornets were outshot 12-9. Erik 
Bianchi K'09 received the team's only 
yellow card, though a total of four were 
given out throughout the second half. 

Josh Wahlstrom K'09 had two saves 
in goal. 

Kalamazoo finishes the season in 
a tie with Adrian for sixth-place in the 
conference, down three spots from last 
year. 

In Other Sports News 

Jimmy Semelsberger K'1O and Nate 
Kopydlowski K'IO were named to the 2008 
ESPN The Magazine Academic All-District 
IV Second Team last week. Semelsberger, an 
economics major with a 3.47 GPA and a wide 
receiver on the foothall team, leads the MlAA 
in receptions per game and receiving yards per 
game. He also currently leads the Hornets with 
7 touchdowns on the season and has 961 total 
yards on 79 catches. Kopydlowski, a biology 
major with a 3.94 GPA and a linebacker for K, 
is currently third on the team with 57 tackles 
on the season. 

Semelsberger was also selected to 
D3football.com Team of the Week and was 
named MlAA Offensive Player of the Week 
following the Homecoming game against 
Trine on October 25. 

Week 7 Sports Results 

1113 
Men's Soccer: Kalamazoo 2, Trine I 

1118 
Football: Albion 23, Kalamazoo 20 
Men's Soccer: Olivet I, Kalamazoo 0 

Men's Basketball 

Balance is the focus for the 2008-
09 Kalamazoo College men's basketball 
team. 

"We have a variety of people who can 
contribute," said seventh-year head coach 
Rob Passage. "We have several guys who 
are capable of leading us in scoring on any 
given night. I think our strength on this 
team will be balance." 

Leading the players this year will 
be Ben Jerome K'09 and Henry McCain 
K'09. McCain averaged 13.0 points per 
game and 8.0 rebounds per game last 
season, the second-highest and highest 
on the team, respectively. Jerome finished 
with 67 assists and 22 steals, the second
highest in both categories. 

Other key returning players for the 
Hornets are Nate Orozoco K'09, Verelle 
Kirkwood K' I 0 and Nick Jovanovic K' 10, 
all of whom saw time in over twenty games 
last season on a team that lost five seniors, 
three of whom were starters. 

A few adjustments will be made this 
season to tum those numbers around. 

"Our big focus this year is on the 
defensive end," said Passage. ''That was an 
area last year that really let us down." 

He specifically wants to implement 
more quickness on his new team, which 
includes six new freshmen, and use this to 
assist the team on the defensive end. 

"More than changing what we do, we 
have to change how we do it," he said. 

Slight changes will be made to the 
offense as well. 

"We will be running a little bit 
different stuff this season, but the general 
principles of our offense won't change," 
said Passage. "Having balance does open 
up more options for us on the floor." 

The team will play an exhibition game 
at Western Michigan on Nov. 6 before 
opening their season at the Manchester 
(Ind.) Tournament on Nov. 21-22. 

"As a team, we've set some goals for 
how we want to play, if we reach those I 
think the wins and losses will take care of 
themselves," Passage said. "This team is 
ready to go." 

The Hornets will open at home on 
December 6th at 3 p.m. against Chicago. 

Women's Basketball 

By ELLEN JILEK 

Staff Writer 

The women's basketball team and 
new head coach, Sharri Brumfield, are 
looking forward to a fresh start for the 
2008 - 2009 season. 

Brumfield, hired August 27 after 
former coach Tes Sobomehin resigned 
in June, is excited about being here at 
K, and is ready to make some changes 
to the women's basketball program. 

"The secret of success is the 
consistency of purpose," Brumfield 
said, quoting the team's motto. She's 
looking to change the team's culture 
to the "attitude of winning," and 
rebuild the program, and hoping to do 
so by providing her team with a solid 
background in defense and offense. 

The Lady Hornets, 4 - 21 last 
season, are returning ten players, 
including Carmen Dorris K '09, the 
team's lone senior. Along with Dorris, 
the other team captains are Sarah 
Thomasma K' 10, Andrea Bedway K' 10, 

and Nyemade Cooper K'IO. The team 
opens with the Hornet Tip-Off Classic 
during the weekend of November 21 
- 22, hosting Albion, John Carroll, 
and Aurora. The team will benefit 
from Brumfield, a coach who is both 
experienced and realistic. 

Brumfield's background is steeped 
in college ball. As head coach of the 
women's basketball team at Thomas 
More College, in northern Kentucky, 
for 17 years, she led her former team 
to NCAA III Tournaments and became 
the winningest coach in school history 
with 216 wins. She's got the experience 
necessary to lead the Hornets to 
success. 

At the same time, a realistic outlook 
on the upcoming season tempers her 
experience. Brumfield knows that 
the team strives improve, and that it 
will likely take an entire season for 
the Hornets to learn the new system 
that she's introducing. But, she's also 
optimistic, hailing the team for its 
"great depth." 

Hornet of the Week 

Photo/Sports Infonnation 

Name: Previolls Accomplishments: 
Justin Evans was awarded an MIAA 
Evans Coaches' Honorable Mention 

in his freshmen season, and has 
Year: been named to the AU-MIAA 
Senior Second Team as a midfielder 

in his sophomore and junior 
Sport: 
Soccer 

Posi
tion: 
Mid
field 

Coach: 
Chris 
Adrian 

seasons. 

Last Week: He scored the 
decidmg goal in a 2-1 win 
against Trine on Wednesday, 
November 3rd

, and finished the 
season with four goals, the most 
of any player on the team. 
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Lux Sapientiae Forgery: 
College Republicans Respond 

Dear Index Readers, 

As I am sure you all are 
aware, sometime between Friday 
and Monday a forged issue of the 
College Republican newsletter 
Lux Sapientiae was posted at 
the main desk of the library. The 
individuals who authored the 
issue, which included a forged 
''Received'' stamp from Student 
Development, proceeded to put 
words in our mouths by posing as 
members of the Republicans and 
making somewhat racist and sexist 
remarks throughout the newsletter 
- as well as simply being vulgar. 

However, the announcement 
that I sent to the campus 
community on Monday was 
merely designed to make you all 
aware of the forgery, but did not 
fully display my sentiments cn 
the issue. My indignation purely 
sterns from three things:' the fact 
that these individuals posed as 
College Republican members; 
.that they mimicked the fonnatting 
and title of our newsletter to a 
frightening level of accuracy; and 
that they forged the ''Received'' 

stamp, extending their offense to 
include the Student Development 
office and thereby the institution 
that is Kalamazoo College. 

Am I upset that an individual, 
or gmup of individuals, is 
choosing to poke fun at the College 
Republicans or Lux Sapientiae? 
Absolutely not! Should someone 
wish to create a newsletter that 
is critical of us, satirically or 
seriously, they have every right 
to do so - but they must do 
it through legitimate channels, 
be honest about their identities, 
and take on a unique formatting 
of their own. We in the College 
Republicans have never shied 
away from criticism and indeed 
are quite accustomed to adverse 
conditions on this campus, so such 
a publication would not be met 
with this kind of reaction. But this 
past offense is simply unacceptable 
given the manner in which it was 
conducted. 

Sincerely, 
Andrew Lukas 
President 
K College Republicans 

Croyden & K Aid Autistic Children 
ByTONI SKALICAN 
News Editor 

Located on the west side of 
Kalamazoo, Croyda! Avenue School 
is only a seven minute drive from K 
College. The school is housed in a 
simple brick building, accompanied 
by an inviting playgmund and an 
attractive garden. 

With just one step through the 
front door, facilities are noticeably 
different from those of any other 
Kalamazoo Public School Child
sized wheelchairs and extra-large 
tricycles line the caq>eted halls, which 

loop around a sensory room and an 
enonnous aquatic area. 

The unique facilities are designed 
to meet the needs ofCroyda!'s autistic 
and cognitively impaired students, 
who hail from nine sunoonding 
school districts. The school offers a 
combination of professional seIvices 
that include occupational therapy, 
physical therapy, speech and language 
therapy, and motor development 

Evei)' Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoon, Kalamazoo sophomores 
Kristen Houck, Lauren Herzog, and 

C d 4 IGz'ds at Pla''II.' Photoffoni Skalican ontinue on page ;t 

Now, WalkSafe On and Off Campus 
By ALLISON LaROSE 
StaffWriter 

The popular student hang
out, Biggby's, has recently 
taken on a new importance for 
the Kalamazoo student body: it 
serves as headquarters for the new 
WalkSafe program. 

WalkSafe is an initiative 
that works to get students on and 
off campus safely, while also 
raising awareness about sexual 

assault and violence. Every Sunday 
through Thursday from 10 p.m to 
I a.m., students have the option of 
being escorted by a gmup of two 
or three student volunteers to any 
location within a one mile radius 
of campus. Students also have the 
option of being escorted from one 
campus building to another. 

With the recent outbreak in 
campus crime and physical assault, 
there is no better time for this 

program to be offered to students. 
WalkSafe facilitator Marianna 
Johnson K'l1 said, ''My personal 
goal is to make people feel safer 
while providing community 
building." Another facilitator, 
Leigh Ann Ulrey K'l1, shared 
similar sentiments: "[WalkSafe is 1 
an educational tool about things 
like vlOlence, sexual assaults, and 
muggings." But not only does 

Continued on page 5 

Baby Boom: College Community Grows IN THIS ISSUE 
By ELIZABETH PORTER 
Features Editor 

but Veronica notes some apprehesions 
about the changes in her body as she 
enters her second trimester. "You can't 

It might seem that everywhere you even prepare yourself for what happens 
look on K's Campus these days, there to your body," she said. "If there is one 
are soon-to-be-parents, new parents, and thing that makes feeling this awful worth 
babies. Indeed, many K College faculty it, its having a baby." 
and staff have been welcoming new New father Coach Passage discussed 
additions into their families! some of his experiences with 10-month 

One such K staff member, expecting old son, Owen. "It's been fantastic, 
mother Veronica Dainelis of the Office of its been nerve wracking - I never 
Admissions, is expecting a baby in late throught I could be so concerned with 
May of this year. She and her husband, someone's well-being," he said, of his 
Juozas Dainelis, are excited for the birth, .... _--CO-urt-esy-o-f-C-oa-ch-P-ass-;w: .. c Continued on page 6 
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Name: Jared 
Devitt 

Hometown: 
Spring Lake, 
MI 

Year: Junior 

Major 
English with 
an emphasis 
on creative 
writing 

What s been your favorite campus event in 
the past three years? It's a toss-up between 
last year's triathalon and Crystal Ball the 
year before that. 

If you could see any band/artist live, 
who would it be? Godspeed you! Black 
Emperor, but they broke up earlier this 
year. Or Zoe Keating. 

If you could be a children s to)\ what kind 
of toy would you be? 
Lego. 

If you could only drink one drink for the 
rest of your life, what would it be? Coffee, 
jet black and in abundance. 

What are three adjectives that describe 
what it:S like being a junior at K? Equal 
parts lonely, liberating, and indifferent. 

What IS your astrogical sign and do you 
think it represents you? Libra is "charming, 
sociable, cheerful, and sensitive to others." 
And I'm a bit of a jerk. But I guess you 
could say "I suppose so." 

What is your favorite state? Michigan, 
actually. Especially the farther north and 
west you get. 

What would make the world a better 
place? Truthfully? Far fewer people. Less 
misanthropically? Uh .. .love, I guess. Sure, 
why not? 

What is the first movie you remember 
seeing In the movie theater? Toy Story, 
and it remains one of the best cinematic 
expenences of my life. 

--Martha Cavazos K'11 
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Letters to the Editors 
To the Editors: 

"Character is who you are in 
the dark." Someone who I respect 
very much repeated that quote to me 
many times, each time pushing me 
to make decisions not based on how 
they would effect other's perception 
of me, but on my principles and what 
I thought was needed to be a decent 
human being [sic}. I hadn't thought 
about the quote in years, but Mary 
Corcoran's Nov. 13th article "Internet 
Sponsored Anonymity Cultivates 
Web of Hatred" made me reconsider 
its meaning. 

Corcoran, spanning many points 
and examples in her condemnation 
of the conduct on Kalamazoo 
Confessional, tends to focus on 
the contrast between the generally 
friendly, progressive, and accepting 
atmosphere of what she refers to as 
"the plane of reality" here at K as 
opposed to the sometimes spiteful, 
shallow, and narrow-minded climate 
of "the plane of the less tangible, 
the internet, Kzoo Confessional." 
Although her hope for a greater 
similarity between online conduct and 
personal conduct is a noble one, she 
commits a critical error by focusing 
solely on Kzoo Confessional. What 
about the nature of anonymity, 
internet or otherwise, could possibly 
cultivate a web of hatred where one 
did not already exist? If it is only in 
the dark that people truly reveal who 
they are, then perhaps the politeness 
and decency of life in Corcoran's 
"plane of reality" is not nearly 
as 'real' as the sometimes cruel 
environment of the Confessional. 

ffitimately, Kzoo Confessional 
and the internet in general are 
complete darkness: no physical 
interaction, no names, and no chance 
of being exposed for whatever you 
might say. Unfortunately, that all 
too often means students express 
the horrible things that they could 
never say in the real world for fear 
of judgement. However, for every 
hurtful rumor or bigoted troll, there 
is someone reaching out for help, 
asking for advice, or just having 

harmless fun that shows that some 
people really are decent, even with 
the lights turned off. Hate, pettiness, 
and ignorance will continue to exist 
in the human mind as long as we 
remain imperfect beings, no matter 
how much they vanish from the 
public square. However, having 
a place in the dark to vent these 
feelings, if anything, decreases the 
hatred that is ultimately acted upon, 
allowing the comparatively peaceful 
and accepting 'real' world to exist. 
Even if you don't believe in this 
catharsis, Kalamazoo Confessional 
still provides a valuable service: 
granting a view of the actual 'real' 
Kalamazoo. 

Sincerely, 
Christopher Harrison K' II 

• • • 

To The Editors: 

While I appreciate the efforts 
to raise awareness about safety on 
campus in the article "Campus
Specific Security Precautions" last 
week, I feel the need to comment on 
two aspects of its approach. First, 
the article quotes numerous statistics 
about crime as if these figures 
accurately quantify rates of crimes, 
but many times crimes go unreported. 
If we as a campus or society are 
going to seek to prevent crime, we 
need to be honest with ourselves 
about its nature: for instance, most 
sexual assaults are not reported, 
and thuS it is a much larger issue 
than simply looking at the statistics 
would suggest. Second, the article 
emphasizes individual responsibility 
and the following of college policy 
to prevent crime. Violent crime 
takes place within a social context, 
whether on or off campus, and 
addressing that context is critical 
to prevention. The article gives 
the following suggestions to stay 
safe: to remain outside of restricted 
areas, not tamper with alarms, doors 
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and fire extinguishers, being aware of 
college policy, not allowing strangers 
into residence halls, not walking alone 
at night, be aware of victimization and 
use common sense. To again use to case 
of sexual assault, the myth that it is the 
fault of the survivor is harmful not only 
to those who have been assaulted, but 
also to efforts to try to truly prevent such 
violence. In a society where almost 2/3 
of rapes were committed by someone 
known to the victim, telling someone to 
not let strangers in, read college policy 
(ostensibly so they know how to bring 
charges after the fact) and ''use your 
common sense!" is not only offensive, 
it's ineffective in preventing violent 
crime. 

-Rob Foley K'09 



OP-EDS I The Index, November 20,2008 3 

Pitchfork Media: With Great Power Comes Great Responsibility 
By TJ KOSINSKI 
Executive Editor 

In the murky and mysterious 
water that is independent music, 
there is one online source that 
is the definitive grandfather of 
hipster elitism. That website 
is Pitchfork Media. Began in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota circa 
1995, the publication, updated 
on a daily basis, is available 
solely online at http://www. 
pitchforkmedia.com. 

For those with fingers far 
from the pulse of indie music, 
the webzine is made up of music 
criticism, commentary, news, 
and reviews spanning gemes 
that range from pop-punk to 
electronica to metal to trip hop. 

Those familiar with the site 
are aware of its vast impact on 
the opinions and consumption of 
all things indie rock. Currently, 
Pitchfork has more than 240,000 
regular readers per day and an 
average of more than 1.5 million 
site visitors per month. What this 
means is that Pitchfork (or "P4K" 
for short) is one of the most read 
indie music publications on the 
web. 

By speaking to such a large 
audience, it's easy to see how 

. huge an impact the webzine could 
have on record sales, trends, and 
the musical opinions of both you 
and 1. Pitchfork does, in fact, have 
this immense cultural currency 
and they have it in spades. 

Bands such as Vampire 
Weekend, Wolf Parade, Clap Your 
Hands Say Yeah, Sufjan Stevens, 
Girl Talk, Interpol, Deerhunter, 
and the Arcade Fire, as well as 
many others, have skyrocketed 
in popularity due, in large part, to 
support from Pitchfork Media. 

Even bands that aren't 
entered into the P4K canon are 
greatly affected by a favorable 
review from the site - Amazon's 
most purchased albums have an 
eerie parallel to those recently 
placed on Pitchfork's Best New 
Music list. 

Beyond question, the 
webzine plays host to all things 
hot and hip. If you're curious 
about the next big thing in music 
or what you probably should be 
listening to but aren't, you'll be 
filled in after just one visit to site. 

the voices or instruments playing 
in their headphones. 

Another ridiculous facet of 
the esteemed Pitchfork review is 
its arbitrary rating system: a rating 
out of 10.0. That's right, albums 
are rated to a specific decimal 

Above, earned an 8.1 initial rating, 
but then jumped to the 21 SI spot 
on Pitchfork's "Top 50 Albums of 
2001" list. 

to perform at the webzine's yearly 
outdoor festival interestingly earn 
positive and favorable ratings 
when their albums are reviewed. 

For this reason, some 
consider Pitchfork 
the lexicon of cool. 

"... there is no way Pitchfork 

It is in these situations that 
hipster bias runs rampant and 
journalistic integrity is called into 

question. The site does not 
hide what it considers "cool" 
or ''uncool'' and this is often 
reflected in its reviews. 
Pitchfork constantly hypes 
certain trends or bands like 
those mentioned above, 

Does Pitchfork have a hidden 
agenda to control the ebb and 
flow of indie music? That is for 
you to decide. However, the site 
acts in several ways that should 
get you questioning their motives 
as journalists. Although there 

is nothing necessarily 
wrong with any of 
these assertions, with 
great power comes 
great responsibility. 

would ever review a Foo Fighters 

record favorably, even if it hap

pened to be the next SMiLE. " giving acts that fall into 
specific gemes of cool more 

Despite these criticisms, 
both blatantly obvious and 
personally rooted, Pitchfork is 
an influence juggernaut for a few 
good reasons. They provide the 
greatest indie music news feed 
on the web, constantly updating 
the happenings of every band that 
is remotely associated with the 
indie rock geme, and they also 
do a thorough job of hosting fresh 
MP3s, collecting the creme of the 
blog crop on their Forkcast song 
review system. 

Sometimes we must be critical 
of even the most beloved things 
in life and Pitchfork is ripe for a 
closer, critical look. 

By winter quarter of my 
sophomore year at K, I was a 
Pitchfork disciple. I even went so 
far as to contribute concert photos 
to the publication whenever I 
could. However, over the past 
few years, I've come to feel that 
the site isn't as sacred as it first 
seems. 

Pitchfork's biggest draw is 
its reviews; they have the ability 
to make or break a new act or 
crush the perception of indie rock 
elites. Despite their popularity 
and significance, the reviews 
are quite possibly the most long 
winded, abstract musical critiques 
available on mainstream web 
publications. 

Pitchfork staff writers rarely 
write about the music featured 
on the albums under review, 
often calling the artist's integrity, 
background, or track record into 
question instead 

Worse still, the preferred 
language for reviews is 
overwrought and unnecessarily 
complex - it's easy to get through 
a eight paragraph review without 
learning anything about the 
record and, at its worst, just left 
confused. After a critical reading 
of less than ten reviews, it's clear 
that Pitchfork staffers prefer the 
sounds of their own voices over 

point, which gives the reader the 
impression that Pitchfork is a 
little too hipster elitist for its own 
good. 

Despite the confounding 
system, the ratings themselves 
playa seemingly significant, if not 
puzzling, role in the site. Albums 
with a rating of roughly 8.3 and 
higher are placed into the site's 
Best New Music section, a move 
that might lead casual readers to 
believe that the records are the 
publication's best 
albums of the year. 
However, when 
Pitchfork releases 
their year-end 
Best Albums of 
200_ list, many 
of the records that 
were good enough 
for Best New 
Music are absent 
and some records 
which were 
initially given 
mediocre reviews 
are praised. 

In fact, P4K's 
end of the year 
lists are often an 

favorable reviews. On the other 
hand, this leaves more mainstream 
acts such as Nine Inch Nails or the 
Foo Fighters left with poor album 
ratings. 

Although I can't or won't 
wholly defend either band's recent 
output, there is still something to 
be said here - there is no way 
Pitchfork would ever review a 
Foo Fighters record favorably, 
even if it happened to be the next 
SMiLE. 

As I've said, there was a time 
not long ago where I was a P4K 
acolyte, but there is so much more 
out there. Whether you subscribe 

-----------.... ..., to the dogma 
that is Pitchfork 
Media or if this 
is the first you've 
ever heard of the 
site, I encourage 
everyone to 
make their own 
decisions. Visit 
the publication, 
but also subscribe 
to every music 
blog that you can. 
Most important, 
be leery of the 
compromising 
situations, trend 
setting, and 
hipster elitism that 
has entrenched opportunity for A Common Screenshot of the Pitchfork Media Homepage 

them to play catch up on itself in indie rock 
bands, albums, or trends they may The publication's musical journalism. 
have missed or failed to capitalize festival and online video network, I will continue to visit 
on. named Pitchfork.tv, blur the lines Pitchfork on a near daily basis, 

This very circumstance of integrity even further. Bands but I will take everything I read 
happened in 2007 when the Dirty whose videos play on the online there, or anywhere else for that 
Projectors' then-new LP, Rise TV station or who are scheduled matter, with a grain of salt. 
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Amnesty Attends Protest 
By MARIS COHEN 
Staff Writer 

On November 18th, seventeen Ka1amazoo 
College students will sacrifioe a weekend of 
fun, relaxation, and pre-finals studying for 
a seventeen-hour car ride to Fort Benning, 
Georgia 

The purpose behind spending thirty-four 
hours over three days packed into five compact 
cars? To protest the School of the Americas, a 
governmentally funded institute that "provides 
professional education and training for civilian, 
military and law enforcement students from 
nations throughout the Western Hemisphere," 
according to the organization's mission 
statement 

The School of the Americas has come 
under fire from an array of human rights 
organizations ever sinoe it opened in January 
20(H. An organization known as "SOA Watch" 
even exists as a self -descnbed "independent 
organization that seeks to close the U.S. Anny 
School of the Americas ... through vigils and 
fusts, demonstrations and nonviolent protest, 
as well as media and legislative work." The 
organization's website, www.soaw.org, follows 
the progress of SOA graduates, who seem to be 
more controversial than the organization itself. 

According to Gabe Angelini-Knoll K' 11, a 
leader of Amnesty Intemationaland organizerfor 
this year's trip to Georgia, SOA is essentially "a 
military school that trains in, among other things, 
torture practices and very aggressive techniques 
for procuring infonnation." An estimated 20 
million dollars in U.S. tax money are poured into 
SOA every year. 

"Many of the graduates have gone on to 
commit human rights abuses and are responsible 
for some of the genocides occurring in Latin 
America right now," said Angelini-Knoll. 

Natalie Brazeau K' 10, another advocate for 
awareness of the SOA, finds the link between the 
U.S. and genocides in Latin America disturbing. 
According to SOA Watch, the laIgest and most 
publicized genocides have occurred, and are 
currently occurring in Colombia, Guatemala, 
and Haiti. 

"These soldiers return to their countries 
and fight on behalf of the U.S. - for land and 
resouroes that directly benefit the US," Brazeau, 
currently on study abroad in Oaxaca, Mexica, 
said in an email. 

While human rights advocacy groups have 
been fighting against SOA for ~ many are 
uninformed about what it is and how it relates 
to the U.S. government According to Brazeau, 

however, the secrecy and lack of information 
about the organization is an intentional tactic 
employed by the U.S. government 

'The majority of the people affected 
by these militaries are the indigenous and 
impoverished people who live in rum! areas 
and whose government does not respect their 
land rights and basic human rights in general," 
Brazeau said 'This way, the U.S. gets their 
land, resouroes and cheap labor by force without 
looking like the bad guy." 

After a few exposes were published 
about SOA, the government made the decision 
to shut down the organization and reopen it 
under a different name. It is currently called 
the Western Hemisphere Institute for Security 
Cooperation (WHlNSEC). Instead of openly 
referring to torture practices like they did in 
past SOA handbooks and manuals, WHINSEC 
emphasizes principles of peaoe and democracy. 
In fact, their new motto is ''Freedom, Peaoe, and 
Brotherhood." 

Despite its name change, WHINSEC 
appears to be the same organization as SOA. 
The only dilferenoe is the existenoe of a Board of 
VIsitors, created by WHINSEC, which oversees 
the policies and activities of the institute. While 
this may seem to be a way to prevent the 
controversial practices previously employed 
by SOA, the majority of those on the Board of 
VISitors also work for the U.S. military and have 
limited say in any of the institute's policies. 

At last year's protest, both Brazeau and 
Angelini-Knoll were profoundly affected by the 
amount of people in attendenoe and their passion 
for human rights. 

"Last year, there were over 20,000 people 
at the protest from all over the country and a 
ton offolks from Latin America," said Brazeau. 
"It was so incredible. Angelini-Knoll also felt a 
sense of camaraderie with the other people at the 
protest 

'There's a lot of music and a lot of 
inten~onal artistic expression," he said ''People 
use art there to express fee~ of suffering and 
oppression. It's a really great atmosphere." 

'The most powerful image I have from the 
weekend wason Sunday moming," Brazeau said 
"We all had crosses with the names of the people 
who have been victims of the graduates of the 
SOA. People read the victim's names for three 
straight hours, and after every name was read, 
everyone lifted their cross and said "presente," 
which means "present" in Spanish. .. The gate 
was full ofcrosses with the victim's names, and 
it was like you could feel their presence." 
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K Students at Croyden 
Continued from page 1 

Kailey Wolf spend two hours working with 
Croydenstudents.Volunteeringinthreedifferent 
classes, they aid teachers and paraprofessionals 
with an array of daily activities including art 
projects, nature walks, and snack time. 

'This is the one part of my week that 
I always look forward to," said Houck, the 
student liaison resporu.1ble for mamtaining 
K's partnen;b.ip with Croyden. As a Civic 
Engagement Scholar for the Mal)' Jane 
Underwood Institute of Servioe-Leaming, 
Houck is in charge of organizing student 
volunteen;. Although K studt.>Jlts have 
volunteered at Croyden in past yean;, tillS 

marks the first year that the program will be 
run as a partnership with the Institute. 

During music therapy with Houck's class 
of autIStic students, students took turns pointing 
at lOonic pictures that represented their favonte 
nursery..dJyme songs. Most of the students. 
although unable to speak, were very responsive 
to the music. Holding percussion instnunents 
m hand, they shook them intermittently, some 

SI1lJling and swaying. Houck played with 
the students and supervised along With the 
paraprofessionals, all of them working togt,1her 
to keep the entire class engaged. 

Although their work with students is 
a tedious and challenging process. teacht.'TS 
and volunteers alike are owrflowing with 
optimism. 

'They don't tell you what each kid's 
impairment is," said Herzog. "But despite 
the disabilities they have, they are very 
peroeptive." 

Wolf agreed "I just switched classrooms," 
she said, "and because they know I'm new, 
they know that they can be more stubborn." 

Houck, Herzog, and Wolf all agreed that 
that working at Croyden has been one of the 
most rewarding experiences they've had sinoe 
commg to K -an experienoe that could never 
tire them "Every class is different, and you 
don't do the same things twioe." said Herzog. 
"and they always need extra hands." 

Reflecting on her day, Houck smiled 
cheerfully. "It's amazing how quic!dY you can 
get attached to those kids." she said 

SKWIRRELS By JAMES SPICA 
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La Fiesta Desi Soul Unites Students and Groups Alike 
By ALLISON LAROSE 
Staf[Writer 

walking into the cafeteria, the setup 
was in stark contrast to the usual bustling 
noise, crazy lines, and crowded tables. 
Instead, the tables were pushed together 
cozily and the lights were off. The idea 
behind La Fiesta Desi Sou~ a collaboration 
of the Black Student Organization (BSO), 
Latmo Student Orgaruzation (LSO), and 
K Desi, the Hindu Student Organization, 
began during Fall Fest in September when 
the president ofK Desi, Sabin Shah K'09, 
was searching for a way to promote the 
newly-formed organization. 

well behaved," srud Shah, comparing the 
event to others, like Crystal Ball and Monte 
Carlo. 

The response was an overwhe1ming yes; 
for the general consensus among the nearly 
200 students who attended was that the event 

president of BSO. "It came together well 
with the money we gol" 

Shah explained that the funding was 
definitely the biggest hurdle in planning 
La Fiesta Desi Soul. Student CommissIon 
dJd not allocate any funding to the three 
student organizations. ''We all did our part 
m contributing and finding money," said 
Shah. 

The student organizers are hoping to was an incredible success. Organizers agreed 
make La Fiesta Desi Soul an annual fall event that putting the program together again is a 

"I thought that getting together with 
other groups was the best way to get our 
name out there," Shah commented. 

The evening began with prayers read 
by Amber Peden K'll, Hope Cantu K'Il, 
and Rahul Sharma K'IO, each reading 
from their respective cultures. Immediately 
after prayer, a long line of hungry students 
formed next to three tables of food, which 
included dishes like macaroni and cheese, 
greens, baked apples, samosa, a mango 
punch, tamales, and beans and rice. 

La Fiesta Desi Soul also featured a Students Bust a Feul Moves in Hicks Center 
ffilX of music compiled by members of 

Photo/Komal Chughtai 

According to the organizers, the goal 
was to bring the cultures represented by 
each organization together and to share 
them with the college community. 

"We want to gtve a special thank 
you to SAC, the religion department, the 
chaplain, Cindy and Mark ofSodexo, Dean 
Westfall, Dean Joshua, and Kate and Brian," 
explamed Young. 

Shah also extended thanks on behalf 
of all three orgaruzatIOns to the President's 
Office and the CIP in addition to the multiple 
others. 

all three orgaruzations. Nearly everybody for the college community, using this first one 
in attendance, students and faculty alike, as a test run. "I think this eVerIt asked the 
danced. campus if they wanted a mulllcultural event 

welcome cballenge. 

Though fimding was the biggest 
obstacle for this year's event, with the newly
earned support of the administration and 
attendance and approval by many faculty 
members and President Wilson-Oye1aran, 
Shah says he does not think that fimding 
will be a problem in the future. All of the 
orgaruzers have high hopes for the futre of 
this program and are happy to be brigning 
such a greatly appreciated and well-received 
multicultural even to the campus. 'The students were pretty decent, and and they responded" reported Shah. 

"We definitely worked really hard on 
this. We had to go to different departments 
to get money," said Nina Young K'09 and 

Student Volunteers Work with Campus Security for WalkSafe 
Continued from page 1 

WalkSafe give people peace of 
mind, Ulray explained it "allows 
them to get out of the 'K' bubble 
safely and independent/y." 

WalkSafe began as the 
brainchild of Sarah Goldstein 
K'08. About two years ago, 
Goldstein voiced her ideas to a 
feminist psychology class she 
was taking at the time, and, with 
the support of her peers she wrote 
a proposal, ultimat/y obtaining 
permission to begin the planning 
stages. 

Students in the class were 
then required to recruit and 

train volunteers for the program. 
Professor Karyn Boatwright, who 
supported Goldstein in her efforts, 
said, "WalkSafe's goal is to reduce 
the number of assaults and improve 
the overall safety of the campus 
environment" While WalkSafe 
concerns itself with everyone's 
safety, it is particularly focused on 
the victimization of women. With 
this focus comes consciousness
raising on the inhibitions that 
women face in their everyday lives. 

WalkSafe officially began on 
Monday, November 10, but the 
program may already be familiar to 

some students from last year. 'The 

program ran for two weeks last year 
and it was so successful, we had 
to bring it back," said Ulrey, who 
added that she hopes this year the 
program will expand and become 
even more useful to the K College 
community. MJ said, "We hope 
to make this an integral part of K 
culture." 

Next quarter, WalkSafe is 
scheduled to run from ThW'Sday to 
Monday, as the student body has 
expressed a great need for weekend 
services. These will remain the days 
of operation until there are enough 
volunteers to provide services 
daily. 

Because WalkSafe is not run 
by any student organization, there 
is a strong need for a volunteer 
base. In the future, some student 
organizations may take a designated 
week and provide volunteers, 
but for now, WalkSafe depends 
on individual initiative. Any 
Kalamazoo student who volunteers 
to be an escort receives free self
defense training and a debriefing 
about sexual assault. Volunteers are 
equipped with flashlights, walkie
taJkjes, cell phones, and whistles. 
They also wear official WalkSafe 
T-shirts for identification and 
security purposes. 

Last year, WalkSafe and the 
Security Department kept in close 
contact. Although communication 
may change this year, WalkSafe 
still works in full cooperation with 
Security. Everything that happens 
on WalkSafe is completely 
confidential and there is no 
obligation for volunteers to reveal 
anything that happens during the 
course of a walk. 

For suggestions, questions, 
kudos, orto schedule volunteering, 
please e-mail WalkSafe@gmail. 
com. To be escorted, please call 
WalkSafe's phone number (269) 
760-1099 or come to Biggby's. 

+ . . 

-
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Death and The Kings Horseman 
By COLIN KING 
Staff Writer 

Over the past weekend, Death and The 
King s Horseman, a play written by Nobel 
laureate Wole Soyinka was performed 
at Kalamazoo College's Balch Theatre. 
The cast was comprised of K students, 
WMU students and local actors, and the 
director, choreographer and drummer were 
flown in from around the country for the 
production. 

Based on a true story, the play details 
the conflict between British colonial 
powers and Nigerians struggling to retain 
their customs and identity in the face of 
oppression. Extremely well-written, the 
three hour play speaks intimately of the 
struggle faced by a King's horsemen, who, 
after the King dies, must kill himself in 
order to accompany his former master to 
the afterlife. The colonial powers, who 
grasp very little of the native culture, 
attempt to stop this ritual suicide in order 
to look good for the visiting prince. 

Beyond an engaging and well-

executed plot, K's production of Death 
and the King s Horseman presented a 
sophisticated visual appeal and talented 
actors represented every bit of the cast, 
from leading roles to extras. 

The play's main shortcomings took 
the stage early, and were mostly confined 
to the first twenty minutes. During this 
critical time in a play, groundwork is laid 
and background information is typically 
relayed; while Death 'and the King's 
Horseman did take this direction, the 
language used and the way thoughts were 
expressed was entirely too metaphorical. 
I was left lost, and frankly, the three-hour 
run was a bit much for a Thursday night. 

It's clear that the cast and crew put a 
lot of work and energy into this production. 
However, there occurs a disconnect 
between audience and performers when 
our small school hires outside talent; it 
seems that at times, the student cast and 
outside actors just didn't mesh. 

When it worked, though, the result 
was wmning. 

T'H~ S~X Fll~S: Pelvic Exams 
By MAE NEWNUM 
Staff Writer 

My mom thinks I should get a pelvic 
exam and a prescription for birth control, 
just to be safe. What exactly happens? 
My best friend said the exam is going to 
hurt like crazy. 

-Scared, Female, 18 

The very best advice anyone will 
give you is to be completely relaxed. It's 
going to be awkward and strange and 
uncomfortable, but it shouldn't hurt. If 
for some reason id ever does hurt, let the 
professional know right away. 

In Paul Joannides's great book, 
The Guide To Getting It Onl, there is a 
brief, but thorough description of the 
actual procedure. It basically says you're 
going to have to get naked, dress in a 
gown, and lay on a table. The doctor will 
look at your goods using a tool called a 
speculum after it has been well-Iubed. 
It might be a little uncomfortable, but it 
shouldn't hurt. 

After that, cells are going to be 

scraped off the sides of your vaginal 
walls, but it won't be painful. That part 
is called a pap smear. The cells will then 
be examined under a microscope for 
abnormalities. 

Next come some of your doctor's 
fingers. The doctor removes the 
speculum and uses his or her fingers to 
check your cervix, ovaries, and the rest 
of your insides. Once again, probably 
uncomfortable, but should not be 
painful. 

Last, the doctor is going to give you 
a breast exam--no big deal. At this point, 
you will probably be finished. The whole 
process might seem uncomfortable, but it 
is necessary, especially for girls who are 
18 and older or sexually active. 

Try talking to your doctor to distract 
yourself. My doctor happens to be a "K" 
alum and we chit-chat all about campus. 

Also, don't forget that the health 
center does provide pelvic exams. 

Send questions to either sexfilesl Ol@ 
gmail.comor campus bOI 730 
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College Welcomes New Additions 
Continued from page 1 

new experiences as a father. Passage 
eagerly procured a picture of a smiling 
Owen, already dressed from head to 
toe in Hornet colors. Both Passage and 
his wife Laura are K grads. To put it 
simply, "I love being a father," he said. 

Dr. Elizabeth Manwell, a professor 
in the Classics Department, is anxioiusly 
awaiting the birth of her baby, and her 
due date, November 30, is less than 
two weeks away. "We're most excited 
and nervous about the unknown," said 
Manwell. 

Another soon-to-be mother, Jessica 
Fowle, of the Admissions Office, 
agreed with Manwell's sentiment. "I'm 
most excited to meet this little person," 
Fowle say of her son, who is expected 
to be born in early January. She are 
her husband, Todd, have throught of a 
few baby names, but Fowle says she 
won't know for sure what to name her 

little boy until after she meets him. 
"We probably won't decide until he's 
actually born," said Fowle. 

It's safe to say we can look forward 
to the appearance of several new baby 
members of the K College community. 
The new parents don't seem to be too 
worried about their introducing their 
babies to the college. UK is a great 
baby place," said Manwell. Women's 
swim coach, Kathy Milliken, who gave 
birth to a baby girl several months ago, 
agreed with Manwell. "Being a new 
mother on K's campus has been better 
then I could ever hope," said Milliken 
in an email. "My biggest concern with 
having children was how I would 
be able to handle the long hours of 
coaching and have time to spend with 
my child. From the moment Abby was 
born, I've had nothing but support and 
genuine interest in how Abby is and 
how I'm doing." 
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"I Left My Brain at the Theatre" 
By JOSEPH SCHAFER 
Entertainment Editor 

Walking out of the Rave theater, while 
cold wind and stinging snow ripped the 
cinema-fueled adrenaline buzz from my 
body, I had an interesting thought: this is 
the golden age of the action movie. My 
friends and I had just walked out of the new 
Bond film with dissenting opinions: two of 
my comrades found it unwatchable, one of 
us adored all 100 minutes of it, andI felt 
pretty darn good about the whole affair. 

Yes, it was terribly bereft of sex, 
gadgets, and megalomaniacal villainy, 
but it had me on the edge of my seat and 
got me thinking about the third world and 
the psychological burden of complete 
machismo. That's not how this whole 
cinema thing is supposed to work! I'm 
supposed to be checking my brain in at the 
door, aren't I? 

The academy of motion pictures and 
many film critics hate action films. For 
decades Oscar has owed all of his loyalty 
to high drama, period pieces, and artistic 
psycho-romances that clog December 
with releases and leave January a barren 
wasteland. Meanwhile, the action film has 
been confined to the summer blockbuster 
ghetto, over watched but under loved. 

I, on the other hand, love action 
flicks; my father raised me on them. To the 
ten-year-old me, Clint Eastwood, Steve 
McQueen, and Bruce Willis were the 
disciples and Connery's Bond was Christ. 
Their gospels were wonderful poetry of 
sex and controlled demolition. But they 
never made me think about myself or the 
world around me; the cinematography 
aJ).d plots were technically proficient, 
however lacking in mental and spiritual 
nourishment. 

Yes, there were exceptions ... Blade 
Runner, the first Matrix, the masterpieces 
of Kurosawa, but these were oases in 
a desert, and each of them ignored by 
western high-culture critics. But all it 
takes is a quick trip to IMDB to see that 
this trend is changing. 

Case in point: 2006's Blood Diamond, 
nominated for five Oscars. That movie 
is as brutal as any Schwarzenegger flick, 
not only for its balls-to-the-wall set pieces 
(watch for a sleepy village erupting in 
civil war whilst Leonardo DiCaprio rolls 
through on a motorcycle.. . and that's 

before the napalm air strike) but for 
searing commentary on post-colonialism 
and capitalism in the third world. 

That same year, Children of Men 
came out and blew my mind. Clive Owen's 
performance was a tear-jerker. Its horrifying 
depiction of a world undergoing apocalypse 
was shockingly real and fantastic. Plus, it 
has a ten minute long gunfight shot in a 
single take. Sadly, Children of Men was 
largely ignored by the academy, except for 
its technical 
proficiency. 
Still those 
two films 
spoke to me 
about the 
potential of 
action film. 

Last year 
an action 
movie won 
best picture, 
something 
I never 
thought 
w 0 u I d 
happen . 
Sure it felt 
more like an 
ovation to 
the Cohen 
brothers, but 
No Country 
for Old Men 
surely had 
some of the 
best acting 
and direction Bond, James Bond 
I've seen. 

Who's to know what the future will 
hold? Over the holiday season, we will 
see some very promising, action packed 
Oscar bait. Personally, I have baited breath 
for three WW2 actioneers: Resistance 
(coincidentally starring nu-Bond Daniel 
Craig), Australia, and Valkyrie. Those 
movies are going to have to box for the 
Oscars with The Dark Knight, which is 
somehow still a strong contender. And let's 
not forget, in March comes Watchmen, and 
it already looks brilliant. Remember, we 
don 't have to settle for brains or brawn 
alone, we can have both, and it looks to me 
like the wave of the future. 
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Craig May Be, But Bond is Not Back 
By COLIN KING 
Staff Writer 

Last year, one of the most 
recognizable and popular franchises 
in film history underwent a profound 
rebirth greatly appreciated by both 
critics and the box office. This year it 
seems we find ourselves back where 
we started. 

Taking place fifteen minutes after 
Casino Royale, Quantum of Solace 

opens with the 
kind of over
the-top car chase 
that placated fans 
during the latter 
period of Pierce 
Bronsnan's stint 
as the famous 
spy. But for a 
crucial opentng 
scene, it lacked 
actual depth and 
substance. 

Immediately 
after the opening 
credits, Bond's 
iconic Aston 
Martin is seen 
ripping through 
curvy Alpine roads 
with complete 
disregard for 
the well-being 
of civilian 
drivers, pursued 
aggressively by 
sin ister-Iooking 
Europeans with 

Counesyof LA Times assault rifles. 
Afterdeftlyevading 

these archetypal baddies, it is revealed 
that Bond was smuggling a person in 
his bullet-riddled trunk, a person who 
is mlfaculously alive and conscIous 
for a couple minutes of mconclusive 
questioning that quickly gives way to 
another chase scene. 

This is the formula for Quantum's 
entire plot arch; impressive and 
expensive chase scenes loosel y 
tied together by unemotional and 
uninteresting dialogue usually 
pertaining to Bond's penchant for 
death, his trustworthiness, or his 

--------

superficial lust for revenge. 
The fights and chases, while well

filmed and choreographed, don't mimic 
the intensity of the two movies from 
which they borrow the most, namely 
Casino Royale, with its death-defying 
parkour, and Jason Bourne's joint
snapping shaky-camera fighting style. 

The characters are pretty much 
limited to two: Daniel Craig'S Bond 
and Judi Dench's M. Everyone else 
is peripheral. Jeffery Wright has one 
or two speaking scenes, but his part 
seems relegated to brooding. Bond 
ends up throwing the one person he 
says he can trust into a dumpster, and 
his two love interests (yup, two, one 
sarcastically named Strawberry Fields) 
can't scrounge up enough screen time 
to have a senous effect on Bond's 
growth. 

The story is not easily followed, 
the mysterious Quantum organization 
is never fully explained, and each 
development basically serves to allow 
Bond to empty a few more clips. 

But it doesn't really matter: 
Quantum still had the best opening of 
any Bond ever, and so the die-hards 
were apparently satisfied--and really, 
there is nothing for them to dislike 
here. It's still booze and blood soaked, 
full of expensive cars and expensive 
explosions. While the martinis are 
gone, the product placement is still 
here, with Sony and Ford pulling most 
of the weight. 

Maybe I'm the only one who 
cares, but there were days when James 
Bond was responsible for finding 
the coolest new products and taking 
them from obscurity to renown; now, 
unfortunately, they are up to the highest 
bidder. 

It's too bad that Quantum of 
Solace didn't birth the renewed 
majesty I was hoping for from Daniel 
Craig's M16 agent. It could have; 
everybody involved With the project 
had impressive resumes, and the Jack 
White/Alicia Keys intro song is one of 
the better in recent memory. Hopefully 
we won't have to wait until the role 
changes hands again to get back a 
substantial and stylish Bond. --
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THIS WEEK IN SPORTS 
K Athletic Events 
Earn LAC Status 
By JESSICA MAAS 

Sports Editor 

Following a proposal from the 
StuComm Athletic Committee last 
Thursday, November 13, two winter 
athletic events were given preliminary 
LAC status for next quarter by the 
LAC Committee. 

Marc Korn K'09, Kelly Lepper 
K'09, and Michelle Gigowski K'II 
presented a proposal to the LAC 
Committee that argued athletic events 
should be considered LACs on the 
basis that sporting events play a 
large role in cultures worldwide and 
that exposing students to such events 
allows them to observe the cultural 
importance of these events, especially 
for those students who would not 
normally attend them. 

The proposal also mentions that 
athletes can broaden their horizons 
when they attend plays or concerts, 
both of which are LACs, and that non
athletes could broaden their horizons 
by attending athletic events, should 
athletic events be given LAC status. 

The students proposed that three 
athletic events per quarter be given 
LAC status and highlighted that only 
12 teams per year will have home 
competitions that could be eligible 
for LAC status, as both men and 
women's golf and men and women's 
cross-country don't have on-campus 
competitions. Preliminary status was 
given to two events, and the LAC 
Committee will review the results of 
these events and determine whether 
a certain number of sporting events 
should be given a permanent place in 
the LAC schedule in the future. 

The two events to be given LAC 
status for next quarter have yet to be 
determined and will be announced at 
the beginning of winter quarter. 

Football 

The football team (2-8 overall, 1-5 
MlAA) ended their season with a 42-16 
loss at home to Hope (2-7 overall, 2-3 
MlAA) on Saturday, November 15. 

Hope scored the first three 
touchdowns of the game and allowed 
Brandon Luczak K' I 0 to throw only one 
in the first half: a three yard pass to Josh 
Mrozowski K'09 and subsequent field 
goal by Jon Rea K'09. 

The Hornets came out strong in the 
second half and scored first when Robbie 
Carollo K'09 rushed for a three yard 
touchdown with 13 :09 left in the third 
quarter and Rea kicked for the extra 
point. 

But the Flying Dutch scored twice in 
the third quarter and once in the fourth 
quarter to secure the win, allowing K 
only a safety with 4: 13 left in the game. 

Luczak was 25-of-43 passing for 
263 yards with one interception and one 
touchdown. 

Jimmy Semelsberger K' 10 caught II 
passes for a total of 92 yards. 

Carollo rushed for 42 yards on II 
attempts. 

Brandon Foutz K'IO led K on the 
defensive end with 15 total tackles and 
Steve Charon K'09 had II. 

Kalamazoo ends the season in sixth 
place in the MlAA, ahead only of Olivet. 
Trine finished first in the conference. 

Cross-Country 

By ELLEN JILEK 

Staff Writer 

Saturday's NCAA Division 
III Great Lakes Regional, held in 
Otterbein, Ohio, saw the women's 
cross-country team place 13th and the 
men's place 31 st. 

"It went really well. Our women's 
team was really awesome," said runner 
Ethan Rosenblatt K'09. 

For the women, Allison lott K'09, 
winner of the MIA A Championships 
and MIAA MVP, placed second. With 
a time of 21:58, she finished seven 

seconds behind the winner. Jillian 
McLaughlin K'IO ran a time of 22:32 
in the 6K race, placing ninth. 

In the men's 8K, seniors Keenan 
Bailey and Rosenblatt had K's best 
finishes, with respective times of 
28:07 and 28: 12. "We've done better," 
said Rosenblatt. To this point they 
have, finishing in the top ten of all 
their meets except for an 18th finish in 
October's Michigan Intercollegiates 
race. 

Both Iott and McLaughlin are 
eligible to compete in next week's 
NCAA Championships, to be held at 
Hanover College, Indiana. 

Other Sports News 

By JESSICA MAAS 

Sports Editor 

Steve Hagerman K'09 was named to 
the men's soccer All-MIAA First-Team. It 
is his second time receiving this award. 

Jimmy Semelsberger K' I 0 finished the 
football season with a new school record of 
90 receptions in a season. 

Brandon Luczak K' 10 also finished the 
football season with two school records: 
454 pass attempts in a season and 247 pass 
completions in a season. 

Hornet of the Week 

Photo/SportS Wormation 

Name: Craig Fleming 
Year: Sophomore 
Sport: Swimming 

Event. Freestyle 

Coach: Kathy Milliken (6~ season) 

Lost Week: FlerDing won both the 100 and 
200 freestyle races wi1h times of 47.94 and 
I :4618, respectively, and also helped the 200 
medley relay team swim to a I :3610 win. 

Prospects: ''We're contesting to win 
conference and we're hoping to place top ten 
at nationals," said Fleming. 

A word from teanunate Barret Muelkr K' I 0: 
''In a big race, he's not going to lose." 

Compiled by Jessica Maas 

Week 8 Sports Results 
11115 
Football: Hope 42, Kalamazoo 16 
Men's Cross-Country: 31st overall at 
NCAA Regionals 
Women's Cross-Country: 13 th overall at 
NCAA Regionals 
Men's Swimming: Hope 191, Kalamazoo 
141 

Men's Swimming: Kalamazoo 191, 
Carthage 141 
Women's Swimming: Hope 257, 
Kalamazoo 94 
Women's Swimming: Carthage 212, 
Kalamazoo 128 
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Restaurant Review: 
How The CafHolds Up 
By REGIS HANNA 

Staff Writer 

As I walk into the 
cafeteria it seems that my 
mood automatically improves. 
There is something in the 
atmosphere, a jovial spark in 
the air--maybe it's the snazzy 
design on the carpet or the 
warm fireplaces. I feel right at 
home. 

I have to say that the soups 
are usually a favorite of mine. 
Soups like the "American 
Bounty Soup" have a variety 
of ingredients and vegetables 
that feels sophisticated and 
healthy. Every once and a 
while I get caught with the 
"Cheese Broccoli" soup, 
made with ... well, cheese and 
broccoli. Proof that simplicity 
has its place! 

The main food line is 
a constant multicultural 
surprise, I always have a hard 
time guessing what country 
the recipe is from or trying to 
figure out what I'm chewing. 
The caf helps me feel like an 

Continued on page 7 

November Kills The Sun, Global Community Mourns 
ByMARYB. CORCORAN 

Executive Editor 

After 4.5 billion years 
living alongside us, The Sun has 
checked out. EI sol, Ie soleil-
really, names are unimportant 
when discussing a personality 
as vibrant as this guy's--burned 
up, combusting into nothing 
more than a memory. 

Sadly, the last few weeks 
of his life were marred by 
illness. Days grew shorter and 
the populous noted that he 

just wasn't as outgoing as we 
remembered him during the 
late summer nights we all spent 
together on the beach. 

During his long reign as 
provider of life, light, and 
goodness, The Sun made 
countless friends. Be that as it 
may, he did accumulate IUs fair 
share of enemies too. This busy 
world is home to sun worshipers 
and sun shunners, but on the 
day that he left--that dark and 

Continued on page 3 The Sun at the Height of His On-scrUTz Career Counesy of Google Images 

Investigative Report: Phenomenon ofDnmk Texting 
By COLLEEN LAWRENCE 

StaffWriter 

It all starts with a "Wattup?" 
"What It do," "Whatsup," 
"Whatdup," or "Xhattp?" Drunk 
texting has swept the nation. 
Studies have found that drunk 
texts are the latest furl, featured in 
popular magazines, blogs, and of 
course, drunk text messages. 

Drunk texters are comprised 
by a wide range of people, often 
including the more shy. Recent Texting! Photo/Komal Chughtai 

studies have shown that kids who 
are shy at school have a 95% chance 
of drunk texting. The other 5% were 
too shy to tell the truth about drunk 
texting. "We hate to say this, but the 
early stages of alcohol consumption 
IDcrease honesty and communication 
in a lot of people who aren't heard 
otherwise," the head of the study 
said. 

Evidence suggests that drunk 
texts usually begin at 11:00 p.m. on 
Thursday,Friday,andSaturdaynights. 
"That's when parties really starting 

hoppin' ," saId one researcher. 
They tend to increase at a constant 
rate until 2:00 a.m., when the bars 
close. At that point, the number of 
drunk texts skyrocket. "Mostly it's 
kids leaving the bars, reaching out, 
texting previous hookups. It's kind 
of a sad trend," researchers said. 

Common symptoms of being 
a dn.rnk texter include waking up to 
a phone with several missed calls 
or an inbox full of angry texts and 
getting awkward looks on Monday 

Continued on page 7 

Swim Team Duo Debuts Fashion Must-Have IN THIS ISSUE 
By KATIE STEFL 

Staff Writer 

You may have seen some 
of your more fashion-forward 
classmates wearing them around 
campus recently: long black 
robes with hoods. In fairness, 
they're kind of cult-like. What 
you probably didn't know is 
that those robes are this winter's 
trendiest fashion item. 

Debuted in the 
Booms&Groth Spring line, 
this latest fashion must-have 

has a long and distinguished 
history. "We were inspired 

~~~~;;;J by Paul [Ellis K'IO, who got 
'/ one as a Christmas present]," 

explained Ryan Booms K'09, 
... --+ ........ one half of the design duo that 

is Booms&Groth. "We liked 
the boxing theme, and we think 
of ourselves as underdogs, 
always fighting to the finish," 

' .. -~ ...... ~!"'Ir.... said Booms, referring to his 

;::~~~~Crn~i::i! membership on the Kalamazoo 
v"""~"C/Q Continued on page 7 
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Name'TJ 
Kosinski 

Alter Ego. 
Otis Jack 

Hometown: 
Novi,MI 

Year: Senior 

Major: English 
(Journalism) 

What S YOllr favorite night of the week afld 
why? Tuesdays, because I work on The Index 
from seven at night until three in the morning 
with Mary. 

If YOIl could be aflY animal. what would YOIl 

be? A perch, because I already have its shiny 
belly. 

What wO/ddyou REALLY be? Couldn't go 
wrong with a pangolin. 

What does your fake mustache mean to you? 
It means I've finally become a man. 

English (Journalism) 

Name: Mary 
B. Corcoran. 

Alter Ego. 
Gwenevere 
Den 

Hometown. 
Queen,NY 

Major: 

What s your favorite flight of the week and 
why? Saturday, because my walls' ears 
are at their biggest, like a bat's. 

If you could be aflY animal. what would 
you be? Clearly a lion, I've already got the 
mane. 

What would you REALLY be? A 
meerkat. 

What do your purple sunglasses 
mean to you? Hipster In training, 
duh. 

-- Kathy Santoni K • 10 

COCKADOODLE 000 I The Index, November 26, 2008 

Letter to the Campus 
I'm really sorry. It was never 

supposed to turn out like this. 
You see, when Mary and TJ 

proposed the idea of putting out 
an Index knockoff of The Onion, it 
definitely sounded like a good idea. 
After all, we like making fun of things 
around campus and so, presumably, 
do you. Unfortunately, I tragically 
underestimated the ability of the Index 
staff to produce anything even remotely 
approaching humor. Looking over 
some of the articles even now makes 
me die a little bit on the inside. To tell 
you the truth, we probably could have 
filled the pages of The Index-wait, 
I'm sorry-Windex with panels of The 
Family Circus or Cathy and the end 
result would have been funnier. 

I mean, even the title isn't funny. 
It's not The Index, it's The Windex! We 
added a 'WI' Ha-ha-ha get it? At least 
the chapel program decided to change 
"Jama" after they realized that it didn't 
make any sense. Is the term "Wmdex" 
copyrighted? I hope we get sued and 
have to change it. 

Aren't there supposed to be funny 
people on campus? I've heard good 
things about Monkapult but I don't 
know any of them and I've never 
been to one of their shows. Freshmen 
are funny, but usually only for Fall 
Quarter. If there are any funny people 

out there reading this: you need to 
join The Index. Do it out of a sense 
of obligation and mercy. Please. IOlh 
week of next quarter, they're going 
to try and do this again, and we need 
your help. Otherwise, The Windex is 
going to be like finaJ exams and the 
release of new class schedules-it'll 
happen once a quarter, and inevitably 
result in disappointment. 

You'd sort of expect us to 
really shine when we actually 
have something to write about, as 
opposed to the usual articles on the 
new Hicks Center, weekly security 
updates, LACs that nobody went to, 
and the new Hicks Center, but that's 
apparently not the case. Come on, 
this is Kalamazoo College. It's not as 
though there's a shortage of things to 
make fun of. 

Please, accept my deepest 
apologies for this newspaper. You 
deserve better, but at this point I 
don't know what to say. When you 
throw this issue out, please do me a 
favor and put it in the trash instead of 
recycling in order to lessen the chance 
of anybody ever finding it again. 
EnvOrg will understand. 

Apologies, 
Paul Talpos 
Staff Writer 
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Photo 
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weeK 

A rooster cdebration. 

Photo/Steve Pitcairn K'09 

Submit your photos for Photo of 
the Week to index@kzoo.edu. 
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Fear and Loathing Meets Kalamazoo? The Best Weekend Ever. 
By JOSEPH SCHAFER 
Entertainment Editor 

The following are excepts 
from the tape recorder of 
Kalamazoo College student 
Sosetheth Jafer. 

Ten p.m. Saturday night, 
ninth week. We've all been 

is why he's a business major. 
Were I sober, there would be 
envy, but here we are at the 
door, so that can wait. 

Thirty minutes later we're 
in, confronted by a steaming 
jungle of bodies, blazers, and 
miniskirts. Truly, this is a 
golden age and evening. Ah, 

This is cock country. 
What we have here is a 

fantasia, a phantasmagoria. 
This Saturday night life is the 
real stuff, man. Life is sexy, 
vivid, glamorous, like the sights 
I dream of after a good two 
episodes of Entourage: four 
concrete walls, Christmas 

bathroom, I think to myself that 
dude should be institutionalized 
as a punctuation mark dude, 
then we can just end sentences 
in 'dude' instead of periods 
dude who uses periods anyway 
dude oh my throat burns dude 

Blood alcohol count 
dropping ... respect for English 
language rising ... also respect 
for my fellow human being ... 
the bartender is offering me 
a shot. It's not even midnight 
yet! 

waiting for this night: last 
chance to get 
the kinks out 
before the end 
of the quarter, 
get sloppy, and 
explore the 
real collegiate 

"What we have here is a fantasia, a phantas

magoria. This Saturday night is the real stuff, 

lights, and 
T-Pain. So 
much more 
T-Pain 
than can 
possibly 

dream as 

man. Life is sexy, vivid, glamorous, like the 

sights I dream of after a good two episodes of 
be good 
for the 

promised by 
Animal House. Entourage. " 

I'm not 
much of a partier, let's just 
establish that straightaway, but 
seeing as how I'm recording 
this... reporting this... we 
should do it right. 

On the way to the party, 
my legs begin to feel wobbly. 
They match my thoughts all the 
clearer. Also: overwhelming 
urge to spew sexism and hate
speech at passersby. Thank God 
my companion reminds me: 

there's the keg. Tastes like 
water. Is this water? Is that a 
male stripper? 

Awesome. 
Out of repressed desires 

and morbid curiosity, I felt like 
staying and watching the show, 
but my companion refuses to 
allow it, tugging me by the 
arm. 

"We can't stay here, dude, 
this is cock country." 

mind. 
I just 

asked the 
DJ to ... ahem ... "Pump up 
the volume, pump up the 
volume, dance, dance." 

Strange memories of a 
nervous night in the student 
ghetto. How long as it been? 
Five hours, six? I ask my 
wingman. 

"Dude, we haven't been 
here more than forty-five 
minutes." 

Awesome. Did T-Pain Blurred Debauchery. 

This is the 
best weekend 
ever. 

must 
interview 
people. The 
opinions of 
those other 
than myself 
must be 
documented. 
Documented, 
I say! How 
about this 
guy. You, sir, 
are you, at 
this present 
moment, 
crunk and! 
or fly? 
And what's 
with the 
flashlight... 
oh. 

So far, 
"Get a hold of yourself 

man, you're at a progressive 
institution. Save that stuff' for 
the Kzoo Confessional where 
it eelongs." 

I don't think the people 
who host parties are that 
bad, man. But I have now, 
officially, been in close contact 
with a live rooster, courtesy of 
the people throwing the party. 

just tell me to walk out the 
crunk juice? That poor fool! 
Wait till he sees that rooster! 

is that really what caf food 
looks like on the way out? 

Jafer has not 
been seen since the tape was 
recovered. but his editors 
would like to know what he did 
with the convertible on their 
bill ... 

"Do you need to get to a 
toilet, dude?" 

That kind of sharp thinking As I'm being escorted to a 

"No, that's what it looks 
like on the way in. Done with 
the dudes, dude?" 

The Sun Death! Students Bemoan the Loss of Tans, Shorts, Etc. 
Continued from page 1 

dreary November day--there was not a 
dry eye on the planet. Flowers refused 
to open, the wind refused to blow, and 
all the world's currents stopped in their 
tracks. 

The Sun's popularity is best 
captured by cameos in the 1990s 
children's show "The Teletubbies," 
the film "Under the Tuscan Sun," and 
perhaps most notably, The Beatles' 
song, "Here Comes the Sun." 

He has lent his personage to countless 
analogies, metaphors, and literature by 
the likes of William Shakespeare and 
Ernest Hemingway. At a fundraising 
event shortly before his death, The Sun 
is remembered as having thanked all the 
women who've inked his image on their 
backs and ankles -"It's the ultimate 
compliment," he said. 

The Sun is survived by the clouds, 
the streams, and his nemesis brother, the 
moon. Close friends have rumored The 

Sun's last words urged us all to befriend 
the darkness, the snow, and the chill--to 
look for our reflections in the ice and to 
hold on tight for Spring, when prophets 
predict his resurrection when the Sun 
himself shall greet us in the mornings and 
light our skies during the day. "Think of 
my absence not as death," he is reported 
as saying. "I will return: if not the same, 
improved." For the next couple months, 
though, he will certainly be missed. 

In lieu of a funeral (the nearest 

morgue and cemetery are 93 million 
miles away), family and friends ask 
that if by chance you catch a glimpse 
of The Sun--even if only a ray--you 
stop where you are and do a little 
dance. Wave your hands in the air 
like you just don't care, let your hair 
loose, jump up and down! Do what you 
can to show that you care, and more 
importantly, that you miss The Sun and 
are dedicated to hope against hope for 
his return. 
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The Confusing Danger 
Facing~Campus: Hipsters 
By MAE NEWNUM 
Staff Writer 

Students across K's campus are 
exploding with confusion as inboxes 
are being flooded bye-mails describing 
attacks by the so-called "Hipster" cult. 
An anonymous source asked, "What's a 
hipster? I get that I'm suppose to hate 

Hipsters in 1heir Natural Element 

them, but what is a hipster?" 
The International Hipsters Are 

Torturing Everyone group on campus, 
commonly called iHATE, is looking to 
raise students' awareness. Darla Bahg, 
president of iHATE, said in a statement, 
"No one can really define the ' hipster,' 
but they are dangerous to students and 
to the campus in general. Everyone 
should be alert." 

Bahg acknowledges that it is hard 
to defend against unknown dangers, 
but Wiki Pedia, local label maker, said 
that there are a few key aspects of the 
hipster lifestyle that you can watch out 
for. The website states: "The hipster 
shuns normality and the mainstream. 
The cult tends to equate mainstream to 

un-cool, instead worshiping oddities 
beyond the realm of popular culture. 
As a side note, many hipsters are also 
unnaturally skinny." 

Pedia warns that hipsters are 
inherently dangerous and should be 
avoided at all costs. "Hipsters evolved 
from the scensters who came from the 

emo culture. All three are bad, but 
hipsters are by far the worst. Hipsters 
are soldiers destroying culture--they 
pick up whatever is in style and discard 
whatever it is they used to stand for. 
Then they parade their new culture, 
driving people insane and into hateful 
rages." 

Pedia and Bahg warn all students 
to be wary of anyone who loves indie 
music, independent films, coffee and 
cigarettes, thick-rimmed glasses, 
"ironic" clothing, and/or is in the 
possession of any other ironic and 
alternative characteristics. No student 
should confront a "hipster" one-on
one. Instead, contact Campus Security 
immediately. 

When Walls Have Ears 
By MARYB. CORCORAN 
Executive Editor 

Flaws Inherent in Our Grading System 

Guy to Group: I'm getting a B, so I'm 
shooting for a B- because a B is a B and 
if! get a B4- then all I've done is worked 
9% too hard. 
Overheard by POPPiNS in the library. 

Sleet, Snow, and Gaming 

Guy to Friend: Seriously, I hate the 
winter. 
Friend: Yea, its why God mvented video 
games. 
Overheard by Anonymous in the 
cafeteria. 

Heard on Saturday 

Girl #1: Ugh, I haven't showered since 
Wednesday. 
Girl #2: Oh, please girl, wluch Wednesday? 
Overheard by Anonymous in the caf. 

Cheers to Original Excuses 

Guy muttering to self: I can't focus on 
writing a paper when I'd rather be writing a 
webpage. 
Overheard by Owl in the library. 

It's In My CO/ltract 

"I only signed up under the pretext that I 
would be serving wine in my underwear." 
Overheard by Team 2000 in the cafeteria. 

Meow! Recent Studies 
Confirm Kittens Still Cute 

"[ Can Haz Tutu?· asks Nigel the Cat Photorr] Kosinski 
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Campus' Endless Staircases Slay Students & Faculty Alike 
By LYNDSAY NUYEN 
Staff Writer 

Every Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday, I take a gamble 
against the threats of cardiac 
arrest, arthntis. and collapse. 
My stretching and constant 
conditioning in Anderson are 
Irrelevant to the challenges 
I face when I step outside of 
Trowbridge. Regardless of 
how many miles I run or how 
many pounds I bench, nothing 
compares to the thousands of 
exhausttve steps I must force 
myself to take. day after day. 

I am not talking about the 
wonderful steps of the • K' plan. 
internship, extemship, study 
abroad, and the SIP. Ha! I am 
talkmg about the fragmented, 
treacherous, abundance of stalfS 
that we all have to deal With each 
and every day. For instance, 
today I was walking down to 
Olds Upton. a shght football 
field distance from Trowbridge. 
But, would you beheve this 
'slight' walk is in fact a reality 
of 684 stairs? Not only is that 
684 chances to slip and break an 
ankle, it is also a 684% increase 
10 the chance of experiencing 

T 

a heart attack. In this case, 684 
steps might as well be 2,070,319. 

Should I even address the 
issues of stalfS during wmter 
quarter? How about the fact that 
here ill the good or U.S. of A. 
we are amidst a salt shortage? 
Awesome. Now when I leave my 
room on floor 16 of Trow, my 
womes Will not be in (hopefully) 
reaching the first floor to exit the 
building, but in getting to class. 
This is pure malarkey. This is K 
College. As a student, I should be 
womed about what is happenlDg 
when I actually arrive in the 
classroom. Instead, With this 
staircase of a school, I have to 
brace myself for an endeavor of 
angst before I even reach the place 
that IS educationally designed to 
kick my butt. 

How about going up the 
stairs? I have seen quite a few 
strategies in my short Dine 
weeks at K. Best of all, none of 
them work. Sure, go right ahead 
and skip every-other step. Do 
not forget that after one set of 
stairs. there are 46 more waiting 
to deprive you of your breath, 
tear your ACL, or simply knock 
you down. Another personal The Myriad labyrintb ofK's Stairs Phoro/Komal Chughtai 

favonte is the attempt to out
smart the staIrs. But tell me, do 
you honestly think that using 
elevators inSide of the library 
IS really going to do a thing for 
you once you get back outside? 
Lastly, how about those daring, 
courageous few who say. 
"Forget the stairs, I am going 
to walk right up the steep-as
anything glacial Mount Everest 
commonly known as The Quad 
instead!" Great ideas, kids. 

All in all, I was naive ill 

my assessment of K College. I 
honestly believed its creators and 
its students were of a supreme 
elite class of super intelligence; 
hence I myself came here. It did 
not take me long, however, to 
discover the truth. After weeks 
of sore muscles from climbing. 
bloody noses as a result of vast 
altitude changes, and a mild 
heart attack, I am renouncing 
myselffrom the self-proclaimed 
greatness of K College. Once 
you see K for what it really is, 
I have no doubt that you will 
head off with me, to the land of 
plaIDS, of flatness. of stair-less 
and simple society: Iowa. 

In Light of Index Article, Hicks Center to be Renovated. Again. 
By COLLEEN LAWRENCE 
Staff Writer 

Hicks Center is to be 
renovated again, according to 
Kalamazoo College officials. 
The second renovation is due 
to an article run in the school 
newspaper, The Index, discussing 
the good and bad aspects of Hicks 
Center, including elements that 
were not well planned out in the 
construction process. 

"After reading lliat piece, we 
finally saw the error in our ways. 
We're willing to spend several 
million on the items The Index 

said needed to be addressed," said 
one college official. ''No one had 
said anything to us before, but 
The Index has a huge readership 
and input from the campus, so I 
take what was written to heart." 

One interesting aspect of 
the renovation, which will take 
approximately four years to 
complete, is a new mailroom. As 
of right now, the plan is to switch 
the mail center and cafeteria 
locations, as the cafeteria has an 
overabundance of unused space 
and the mailroom is cramped. 

Themostexcitingnew feature 

of the Hicks Center, though, has 
nothing to do with mail. In the 
second renovation, the College 
is planning to include doors that 
actually open. It has been decided 
the "windows with doorknobs" 
approach doesn't do much for 
the accessibility of the building. 
While seeing in is nice, getting in 
is even better. The doors-that -open 
plan, however, is very expensive 
and will hike up the cost of the 
renovation considerably. 

"We understand the country 
is in a financial crisis right now, 
but, well this is important. In the 

end, we are confident that the 
renovation will be worthwhile," 
the official said. When informed 
that none of the current students 
experiencing the tuition hike 
would be able to use the new center 
during their academic career at K, 
the official responded, "It's for 
a good cause. We're doing it for 
the kids, like a charity. A couple 
thousand in investments won't 
hurt anyone, really." 

The construction is scheduled 
to begin over the winter break and 
will not be completed until 2013 . 
The College hopes that part of 

the process will be a renaming 
of the center. The name Hicks 
Center has solicited positive 
responses across the board, but 
the College feels they didn't 
quite get it right. 

Kofficials have been tossing 
around names, but nothing has 
been decided on yet. "Who 
knows, last time a couple of us 
wrote down ideas, put them in a 
hat, and drew," said one official. 
"This time though, now that I 
think of it, maybe we'll ask The 
Index what they think:' 
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What You Need to Know (But Don't) About the Squirrel Aficionado Club 
By KAITLYN WALTER 
Staff Writer 

Everyone at K has a 
squirrel story. Whether it's that 
one time when you chased a 
squirrel around a tree for 30 
seconds or when you watched 
one hunt for a nut while "doing 
homework" on DOGL. Despite 
K's fascination with the little 
critter, hardly anyone knows 
about the longest running 
group on campus: the Squirrel 
Aficionado Club. 

Started in 1834, a year after 
the founding of Kalamazoo 
College, the Squirrel Aficionado 
Club has had a long and twisted 
history. 

It began as a club for 
students to gather round and 
regale others with therr Squirrel 
Story of the Week. "During 
October, the stories would be 
filled with slghtrngs of squirrels 
as big as VW Bugs and squirrels 
rumored to have lured students 
into the pond" said Ima Knutt 
K'09, president of Squirrel 
Awareness League (SAL). 

SAL and SQRL (Squirrel 
and Cute Rodent Lovers) are 
the two factions derived from 
the original Squirrel Aficionado 
Club; the group split after some 

members became dissatisfied 
with the squirrel populatIon. 

SQRL is a club dedicated to 
fighting injustices perpetuated 
agarnst squirrels and 
raIsing awareness for 
the unapprecIated furry 
creatures on campus. SAL 
fights to "raIse awareness 
of the blight on campus that 
is the squirrel." "They're 
above everyone's radar. No 
one suspects them," said 
Knutt. 

Several awareness-
raisrng events are in the 
making for the upcoming 
quarters. SAL has a rally 
planned for Sprrng that wIll 
bring the campus together 
in an effort to "build 
awareness that squirrels are 
a nuisance and something 

the spring, there will be tables 
set up m front of the library 
where students can buy bags of 
nuts for a dollar and the proceeds 

welcoming and are always 
rnviting new students to join. SAL 
meets weekly in Hicks. SQRL 
meets on the quad durmg warm 

weather and in Humphrey 
House when it's cold. While 
they began with a single 
purpose, the groups have 
become incredibly different 
and thus have completely 
dIstinctive, opposing VIeWS 

on the squirrel population. 
Because of the different 

views, a small squabble 
begins whenever these two 
groups are seated at the same 
table. 

needs to be done about ........ __ .-.....a.. ... 
them" said Leif Climber Squmt:l Prt:pam Photo/Komal Chughtai 

"They're so cute and 
adorable and lovable How 
could anyone not want them 
to run wild and free? They 
need us to stand up for them 
against anyone who might 
want to hurt them. They're 
harmless and just want to 

K'09. for Winter Chill 
SQRL plans to continue 

their quarterly publication of 
Sciuidae Esto (LeI there be 
Squirrels) and will initiate a 
weekly movIe mght. Movies 
they plan to show include Over 
the Hedge, Hoodwinked, and Ice 
Age, all of which feature squirrels 
as lovable and fun characters. In 

will go the welfare 
of campus squirrels. "We really 
want students to know that they 
shouldn't feed the squirrels 
people food," said Nestor Builder 
K 'II. "If they get used to people 
food then they might not go back 
to natural foods." 

Both groups are very 
------------------

live free of fear" said Berry 
M. Deep K'09, president of 
SQRL. 

"They're tree rats. The 
Black Plague was carried by 
rodents, but everyone seems 
to conveniently forget this 
when looking into the beady 
eyes of evil." Climber said. 
"We have to fight back against 

the squirrel population that 
plagues thIS campus. They're 
running lose and cause chaos 
everywhere they go. Remember 
convocation? All the acorns 
that flew upon our heads? That 
was the squlITels." 

Garb Age D'ver K'10 tells 
the story of how he got involved 
with SAL: "I remember one 
time I was walking down the 
hill to go to dinner I was going 
slowly smce it was snowing 
and the sidewalk was slippery. 
Well, right when I passed a 
garbage can a squirrel jumped 
at me and I fell on a patch of 
ice. I sprained my ankle and 
ever since then I've tried to 
raise awareness of the burden 
that the squirrels are to K." 

Representing the other Side 
of the argument is Berry Deep 
K'IO. "I was brought together 
with my current boyfriend 
by a squirrel," she said. "A 
tame baby squirrel ran up and 
scampered up my leg and onto 
my shoulder. My boyfriend used 
this as a conversation opener 
and we've been together ever 
since. It's been almost three 
years now. I thank that squirrel 
everyday for giving me my true 
love." 

T'U£ S£X Fll£S: A Serious Lesson in History, The Kelloggs 
By MAE NEWNUM 
Staff Writer 

Editors Note: Despite the humorous, 
satirical nature of this weeks Index, this 
article is entirely factual and should be 
read as non-fiction. 

Kellogg's of Battle Creek - the cereal 
company with Tony the Tiger - started 
in 1906 when WK. Kellogg, and his 
brother John Harvey Kellogg, developed 
a cereal called Toasted Corn Flakes. Not 
too many people know that the original 
cereal was discovered at the Battle 
Creek Sanatorium where the brothers 
worked. W.K. went on to develop the 

cereal company, but John Harvey went 
in a slightly different path ... 

John Harvey Kellogg is known for 
some of his controversial views. He 
was a big anti-sex and anti-masturbation 
advocate and some of his advice is 
questionable. In his book, Plain Facts 
for Old and Young, Kellogg outlines 
graphic "solutions" for these problems. 
Here are a couple examples for dealing 
with children who masturbate: 

- "In younger children, with 
whom moral considerations will have 
no partiCUlar weight, other devices may 
be used. Bandaging the parts has been 

practiced with success. Tying the hands 
is also successful in some cases; but this 
will not always succeed, for they will 
often contrive to continue the habit in 
other ways, as by working the limbs, or 
lying upon the abdomen. Covering the 
organs with a cage has been practiced 
with entire success." 

- "A remedy which is almost 
always successful in small boys is 
circumcision, especially when there is 
any degree of phimosis. The operation 
should be performed by J surgeon 
without administering an anresthetic, as 
the brief pain attending the operation 
will have a salutary effect upon the 

mind, especially if it be connected with 
the idea of punishment, as it may well be 
in some cases." 

- "In females, the author has 
found the application of pure carbolic 
acid to the clitoris an excellent means of 
allaying the abnormal excitement, and 
preventing the recurrence of the practice 
in those whose will-power has become 
so weakened that the patient is unable to 
exercise entire self-contro1." 

The Kellogg family and Battle Creek 
have a little more history then just cerea1. 
Luckily for us, Kellogg's "solutions" 
aren't standard practice today. 
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Campus Jealous of Swimmers' Sizzling SwimApparel 
Continued from page 1 

men's swimming and 
diving team, from which 
Booms&Groth take 
much of their design 
inspiration. "They're a bit 
intimidating, and we look 
like a cult when we all 
wear them." 

Kevin Groth K'09, 
the other half of the hot 
design duo behind this 
trend, elaborated on the 
theme: "Every year we 
have a theme for MlAA 
championships [the title 
of the spring show, which 
doubles as a swimming 
cha~pionshipsl, and we 
thought it would be a great 
time to debut our robes." 

The design house of 
Booms&Groth designs Teammates? Brotherhood? Cult? Robes TellAll 

individually, every 
one is unique. The 
robes must be the 
perfect hem length, 
the hood can't be 
too big, and each 
robe also has the 
name of the person 
it was designed 
for embroidered 
into it. Truly, these 
robes are couture 
in the highest sense 
of the definition. 
Numerous insidtrs 
with the Milan, 
Paris, and New York 
fashion weeks, who 
spoke on condition 
of anonymity due 
to the fact that they 

Courtesy of Craig Fleming are completely made 

primarily athletic 
wear, which is meant to be 
practical without losing a high 
appreciation for fashion. Their 
robes are perfect for the cold 
West Michigan winter, or for 
wrapping up after hopping out 
of the pool. Their next show, 

also in the spring, will be their 
last in the West Michigan area. 
After that, the duo graduates 
from Kalamazoo College and 
will certainly be headed for 
careers on the runways of Paris, 
Milan, and New York. 

Coming into possession 
of this year's winter must
have is more than a challenge. 
Booms&Groth currently design 
exclusively for the Kalamazoo 
Men's swim team. Additionally, 
as they design each robe 

up by the author 
of this article, said, "Yes, the 
Booms&Groth robes are indeed 
this winter's 'It' item. Look 
for all of the prominent design 
houses to try to incorporate 
this design into their upcoming 
lines. " 

Yum, Yum: K's Cafeteria Reps a Passing Grade 
Continued from page 1 

explorer in uncharted territories: 
how the food looks is not 
necessarily an indicator of how 
delicious it really is. When a 
friend arrives I always feel the 
need to pass on the knowledge 
I've acqurred: "Don't get the 
pasta Rob, it tastes pretty plain 
but the Com Jamabalaya is 
particularly scrumptious!" 

The caf offers such a 
variety offoods and options, it's 
just never boring! If for some 
reason, life in the caf seems 
to be getting repetitive, do not 
despair! At that point, one must 
simply sharpen improvisational 
cooking skills. With a little 

creativity, it is possible to take 
different foods in the Caf and 
make your own dish. Add some 
peanut butter and brown sugar to 
your banana, some grilled cheese 
to your soup, or some ranch on 
your pizza. Indeed, the Caf has 
inspired a plethora of students 
to search for their inner food 
PIcasso. But the creativity rests 
not on your shoulders alone. 

One of the unique things 
about the eating in the caf is the 
constant exposure to mixed
up meals and newly invented 
foods. For example, I remember 
the days when they made pizza
hamburgers and then not long 

after, hamburger-pizzas. The Caf 
has helped pioneer the way for 
hybnd foods that are not easily 
forgotten. 

Talking about pizza, the caf 
has helped me to think outside of 
just cheese and pepperoni pizza. 
Barbacue pizza, broccoli pizza, 
and mystery pizza are just a few 
of the delicacies that you may be 
lucky enough to find. 

Visiting the cafeteria is not 
good just for food, either. It is 
probably the hottest hangout spot 
for just about every clique and 
group on campus. You can usually 
spot them sitting at large tables or 
trying to cram as many people as 

possible into one small table-
anything to keep the group 
together. Bored? Forget bird 
watching! People watching in 
the cafeteria is way more fun 
and It can help you learn a lot 
about the student body at K. 

The Caf is more than 
Just a place where people eat 
food. It represents the heart 
and soul of what our campus 
is about: gathenng together to 
share our weird and wacky life 
experiences. The Caf proves 
Itself to be a magical place 
full of opportunities for self 
discovery, culture and art. Now, 
what more could you ask for? 
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Drunk Texts Plague 
Phones Everywhere 

Continued from page 1 

.. 

in class or at work. There are other 
symptoms, rarely experienced. ''I ... 
was trying to drunk text while 
watching rv. When I woke up 
in the morning, my TV was all 
messed up and I hadn't sent any 
of my messages! I was peeved. 
I had been trying to text on my 
remote," an anonymous student 
said 

While most drunk texts are 
obvious, experts warn civilians 
to look out for drunk texters 
with T9 word. "They're out 
there, and they're hard to notice 
sometimes. That T9 word makes 
it easy for people to seem sober 
and interested. Don't fall for it" 
They have found that those with 
T9 have an advantage for awhile, 
but after a certain point, drunk 
T9-ers tend to send a random 
combination of words, and their 
advantage is lost. 

The best cure for drunk 
texting is cold turkey abstinence. 
One of the study groups was 
comprised of people who no 
longer wanted to drunk text due 
to bad experiences. However, the 
study showed that when drunk, 
they still reached for their phones. 
A shock mechanism was attached 
to the send button, but instead 
of being put off; the participants 
found the shocks "so coo~ dude." 
and they proceeded to drunk text 
even more. 

Researchers said the 
evidence is solid: ''If you don't 
want to drunk text, there's no 
other way to go about it You have 
to give up the phone." 

As this will be difficult for 
many, the experts are looking 
at creating look -a-like phones 
to trade for the real thing. That 
way, drunks can still get joy 
from drunk texting without any 
of the backlash usually involved. 
Researchers said, ''We have high 
hopes for the drunk texters of the 
world" 

, 

.. 



.. 
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The Proclivity of Sweatpants: A Sociological Study ofK Fashion 
By SARA WHALEN 

Layout Editor 

It is no secret here at 
Kalamazoo College that the 
preferred attire by many co-eds 
is sweatpants. I disagree with the 
general w;e of swealpants outside 
of your own private donn room. 
I think they are great for when 
you are sick with, let's say, mono, 
or when you have waited nearly 
all quarter to do your 1aundry 
and will only be walking back 
and forth from your room to the 
1aundry room. Other than that, 
leave the sweats alone. They 
are not, nor have they ever been 
appropriate for classes, lectures, 
meals, or gomg out shopping or to 
eat in despite what many people 
may tell you. 

they are wrum? Again, pants that 
fit well Buying pants that are two 
sizes too smal1 will only make you 
two sizes bigger than you are, cut 
off circulatioo to your feet and will 
not make you any wrumer. And 
the best reason to wear sweats out 
in public? Becaw;e they are quick 
and easy to put 00. Recent research 
has shown that inserting legs into 
the pant leg of jearu; is just as easy 
putting your leg into sweats and 
takes approximately 0.02 seconds 
longer. 

Three Pants Offenders Caught on Camera 

So spare those around you, 
as well as your fushioo dignity. 
Ditch the sweats unless you are 
quarantined or absolutely out of 
any other optioos. 

All photos taken candidly by 

K College Fashion Security 

So why do people wear 
swealpants? Becaw;e they are 
comfortable? Well, buy some 
good jearu;that:fitwell, oranyotber 
type of reasonable pan~ and those 
are just as comfoI1able. Becaw;e 

A1thougb there did seem to be 
a decrease in the amount of people 
wearing sweats in the past week, it 
is IIllCeItain whether this was just 
a random occurrence, but let us 
all hope that this trend of wearing 
"real" pants continues on into 1ater 
quarters. 

WARNING: Sweatpants are for sleeping! 
Do not overuse! Do not offend! Viva Denim! 

Do You Know What Treasures Lurk in Library's Lost and Found? 
By ALLISON LAROSE 

Staff Writer 

Behind the library circulation 
desk hes a forbidden box with 
mysterious objects known as the lost 
and found. If you have misplaced 
anything thiS quarter. please come 
collect your forlorn personal items 
now. 

First, it is imperative that Big 
Foot claim his humongous mitten 
and jacket. The black mitten and a 
green Timberland Jacket were left 
at the library after he was forced to 
make a mad dash to the door by a 
student who had wanted him to read 
the book, The Legends and Myths of 
Big Foot. The college would like to 
note that a reparations payment of 
$[ 0 will be paid to Big Foot for his 
sustained IOJuries. 

The lost and found crate is home 

to many smelly, rotting coffee cups To 
any student who has lost a mug or cup, 
please claim your item now so that you 
can contInue K students' renowned 
environmental 
stewardship. 
Otherwise, the 
fungi growlOg 
in the cups may 
overtake the 
library! 

A purple silk 
scarf and a pair of 
sunglasses were 
also 10 the lost and 
found. ExtenSIve 
DNA testing on 

these two Items Key to Secret Lair 
reveals that they 
belong to actress Nicole Kidman A 
close friend of Kidman's reported 
that the actress visited the Kalamazoo 

campus during the shooting of Cherry. 
In order to remain inconspicuous, she 
resorted to disguise. Kidman lost these 
Items when a student came up to her 

outside the 
library and 
snatched 
them. No 
word yet 
as to when 
Kidman will 
return to 
collect her 
lost items. 

Finally, 
according 
to keepers 

Court~of Google.com of the lost 
and found, the 
collection's 

prized possession is a gold key No 
one is sure what this key opens, but 

speculation is that It unlocks the 
underground room that controls the 
inviSIble movable pathways used to 
transport faculty and staff around 
campus. To the dismay of many 
students, this key will not be released 
to them. A faculty member with 
proper credentials should pick up this 
key and return it to the Underground 
Lair Master immediately. 

Other items of less importance 
include an earnng. a cell phone 
(it now has 456 missed calls), and 
an Inorganic Chemistry Oxyanion 
Lab If any of these items belong 
to you, come to the library as soon 
as possible. Also, if anyone knows 
how to contact Nicole Kidman or 
the Underground Lair Master, please 
e-mail a reference libranan as soon 
as possible 
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