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THE LIFE OF ANTHONY COOLEY 

The photographs which you have just observed were reproduced frGm paint-

ings in Grder that you might be able ta view life in early Kalamazoo, as tnter-

preted by Anthony Oooley. These pictures may not be artistically beautifUl but 

they de provide the viewer with an almost living image of early life in the 

village, thus enhancing their value because Qf their historical significance. 

The painting entitled "Kalamazoo at an Early Day" represents the village 

as it was in 18~2.l 

The ••• picture is a landscape view of the building in which the 
court was held, together with the residence of Titus Bronson, 
one of the judges and original proprieters of the tGwn. The land
scape scene ••• illustrates nearly the entire city of Kalamazoo as 
it was •••• 2 

Mr. Praus, the .Director of the Kalamazoo Museum and who has done cODsid-

erable research on Anthony Co~ley, asserts that he has reason to believe that 

the man on horsebaok, nearest Titus BronsQn (in the right foreground), is Dr. 

Abbott, the Postmaster ot the day. He also states that the other man on hors8-

back at the left side Gf the picture is probably the Elder Merrill, returning 

from an Indian mission around Bradley, and that the cabin in the backgrQund is 

that of Elisha Hall, the first cabinet-maker in Kalamazoo. Mrs. Bronson is 

shown in the lett-center of the picture, milking the cow. 

The second of the pictures painted by Cooley is titled uThe First Court 

in KalamazooR and has proven to be quite interesting since there are several 

interpretations af what is taking place. Because there are varying analyses 

af this picture, it is necessary to state the most important ones and, by this 

method, try to draw a logical conclusion as to which is probably correct. 

The KalAmAZOO QaZQtte at March 1, 1929, in quoting from the ~ ~ ~~ 

of April 10, 1857, reveals that 

1 David Fisher and Frank Little, Compendium!! History ~ Biography of 
_ Kalamazo.o Oounty, MiChigan, p. 6,. . . 

2 ~~!!!! Press, April 10, 1857, as quoted in the Kalamazoo Gazette, 
March 1, 1929, and contained in the Kalamazoo Art Scrapbook, Vol. 1, p. 1. 
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in looking UPQn the painting, we see the interior of the court 
house (a log cabin)--the cGurt in session; at the rear end, an an 
elevated platform are seated the three judges, Harrison, Bronson, L' ~i 

and Horr •••• ln front Qf the judges ••• are seated the members of 
the Kalamazoo bar, which at that time comprised three lawyers-
Hascall, Daniels and Lovell. Also seated, appear the clients in the 
cause, Bob Frakes and Isaac Brown. At the further end of the table 
is seated Stephen Vickery, the clerk of the cGurt, who is engaged 
in writing. On the right side of the house is ranged the jury •••• 
To the lett, a little in advance, stands Sheriff Huston. Also at 
the lett, seated near the wall, is Dr. J. Abbott, a spectator to 
the proceedings, but who has a vial in hand to administer rester
atives, if necessary to a Mrs. Oarpenter, who sits to his left.' 

This description, in itselt, is valid enough, except for the tact that, 

at this time, the sheriff was nat Mr. Huston, but a man by the name of Delamore 

Duncan. 4 Here, I believe, the main question which should concern us is why 

the presence of Mrs. Carpenter is not explained. If we are to judge by her 

position in the painting, she is certainly an important figure in the case. 

This question is answered by Samuel W. Durant, when he explains that "the 

first case was the United States vs. Hannah Carpenter, indicted for the crime 

of the woman whom Jesus of Nazareth bade 'ge, and sin no more'."5 He reveals 

also that Mrs. Carpenter did nat appear to answer the charge, thus forfeiting 

her twenty-five dollar recognizance bond. This would make it appear then, 

since she is in the picture, that the event portrayed is a hearing, and not 

a court case at all. 

In piecing tQgether these twe foregoing descriptions Qf supposedly the 

same case, I find that Bob Frakes and Isaac Brown were tried separately from 

Mrs. Oarpenter, although cQncerning the same offence. So Hannah Carpenter, 

by virtue of not appearing for trial, was a convicted adultress, and Frakes 

and Brown convicted of assault and battery. However, another description of 

the same case w~uld tend tQ invalidate this seemingly pat theory. In the 

Kalamazoo County Directory, 1869-70, the picture is described as fGllows: 

the suit of Geo~ Shaw, appellee, VB. Abraham J. Shaver and Eph. 
Harrison, appellants, the first litigated case on our records, took 

, Ibid., Vol. 1, p. 1. 
4 samuel W. Durant, History!! Kalamazoo County, p. 410. 
5 ~., p. 105. 
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place at Bronson's house, at the October session of the Court, 
Judge Bazel Harrison on the bench ••• this is the scel}e 'of Anthony 
Cooley's picture of 'The First Court in Kalamazoo l • 6 . " 

Although this too seems a valid analysis, in view of "our reco~asn, the 

auther of this description seems confused in his analysis of the proceedings. 

Once again, I refer to Mr. Praus of the Kalamazoo Museum, who has stated that 

he believes A. ~. Shaver to be on the jury which is trying the case. If se, 

this would certainly be sGmewhat of a breach of justice! Mr. Praus bases 

this the0ry on a photograph by S. C. Baldwin of the painting and entitled 

QThe First County Cour,t held at the City af Kalamazoo, in a Log-Cabin, Octo

ber, 18,2". The description beneath the picture reveals also that Antheny 

Cogley, as well as Shaver was on the jury. The case, hQwever, is here singled 

out as "Frakes vs. Brown" and se, once again, intormation which is helpful 

in interpreting this painting has also proven somewhat ot a hindrance. 

There are two points which will help clear up this mystery which ciouds 

our view af Cooley's painting. First, Anthony OOQley painted both pictures 

"in the year 1857. "The Paw Paw Free Press of Apr. 10, 1857 reported that 

C80ley has been engaged on the pictures for the last three months. u7 So Mr. 

Oooley was painting trom memory about happenings which took place twenty-five 

years before the time of painting. Undoubtedly he was somewhat contused en 

many points, as I believe we would be about similar happenings which tGok 

place in 19~2. His mistake in putting Sheriff Husten in the picture when 

Delam~re Duncan should have been there, exemplifies this fact. 

Secondly, as I have reason to believe, the case (or hearing) was one 

indicting as adultress, and this in itself was enough to shock the average 

person of that day. This could be a very l0gical reaSQn why the recQrds con-

cerning this case are not tao specific, and als0 why the various interpret-

ations gf the painting are 80 unlike one another. When Cooley commissianed 

s. C. Baldwin to photograph his paintings for limited sale, I believe that he 

6 
7 

J. M •. Thomas, Kalamazoo Oounty Directory, 1869-70, p •• 8. 
~!tlama*ao kl Scrapbook, 2l!.. ill., Vol. 1, p. 10 
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deliberately contused the issue in order that the product would sell, for 

even in 1857 adultery was quite a touchy issue. So, I feel that, a man's 

memories of twenty-f~ve years past and a tabu issue such as adultery have 

confused and almost obliterated the truth about a painting of considerable 

historical significance. 

Although the interpretation of these paintings is not entirely clear, 

the fact re~s that Anthony Cooley was one of the early settlers arGund 

and in KalamazoQ, and throug~put lite lived as a true pioneer. It was 

thrQugh the interest of Cooley and men like him that Kalamazoo was able to 

become a nvillage destined". 

Anthony Cooley was born en October 27, 179', at Greenwich, Massachusetts, 
8 

and from there moved to Leroy, N. Y., where he married Amanda Stanley. "He 

bere the title of Cel. Anthony Cooley, though his military service has nat 

been established. He may have served in the New York State Militia or in the 

W8~ ot 1812.19 Little else is known about his life in New York except that, 

at the age of thirty-five or thirty-six years, he left Ge~esee County (Leroy) 

for Prmrie Ronde, in Michigan. Edwin S. Smith states that 

In the fall of 18,o ••• the writer was brought to Michi~n •••• Our 
c~mpany consisted of an old Scotchman, by the name of Saott, and 
family, Anthony Cooley, an uncle of mine by marriage, and family, 
and ourselves •••• lO 

Smith also reports the destination as having been the west border of 

P~ie Ronde. The year of his coming has also been set at l829,llbut this 

would seem to me less logical, for another source reveals that 

there were but tew settlements in this (Kalamazoo) county west 
of Grand Prarie till after 18,2. Anthony Oooley, Enooh Harris, 
the colored man, and Edward Smith settled on Geanesee Prarie, :; 
Harris making the selection in 1829. The Oooleys and Smith gave 
the name of Geanesee P~ie from the place they came from, Gen
aesee, N. Y012 

~ Vivien Bulloch Keatley, The Caoley GenealogY 
Ibid., p. 

10 EdWin S. Smith, uPioneer Days in Kalamazoo and VanBuren,u Miohigan 
Pioneer and Historical Oollection, Vol. 14, p. 272. 

11 MIChigan Biographies, p. 197. 
12 Ira Smith, uReminiscences of Kalamazoo as a Cclony,n Michigan Pioneer 

~ Historical Oollec~ion, Vol. 18, ~. 598. 
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So Cooley, along with his family, probably settled on Ge.nesee Pr~ie 

in early 18,0, to become truly one of the earliest grGups in the area of 

what is now Kalamazoo. 

In May, 1831, Anthony's brothers, Thomas, Arad, and Benjamin, along 

with Caleb Sweetland, made a trip to Michigan, visiting Kalamazoo on the 

nineteenth of May. The first two brothers settled near here, as did Sweet

land, and Arad Cooley claimed their land as soon as the land office opened. l , 

Anthony moved trom Ge~esee Pr~ie to Bronson, as Kalamazoo was called at 

that time, in 18,2, receiving his deed from Enoch and Deborah Harris on July 

8, 18,1, and recording it on July 16, 1831.14 Oooley was now a member ot 

the village of Bronson. 

0$01ey, as we have seen, immediately bought land, and now began to take 

an active interest in the affairs of Bronson. He aput up a shop (supposedly 

a tannery) where the tactory stands so long occupied by Amos Knerr. u15 The 

shop was in Section #1, part #416 and, referring to the map on the fol1ow-

ing page, Oooley's shop is shown as being on Water Street, bounded by West 

Street on the west, Cooley Street on the east, and Eleanor Street on the 

north. Cooley lived on Edward Street,17 although the exact location has 

not been established. 

Apparently Mr. Cooley took an active interest in the p&litics of the 

.village, for he held many positions throughout his stay here. In 1832, the 

year of his settlement, the primary occupants were "Titus Bronson, Hesea B. 

Huston, Anthony 0001ey •••• a18 Oooley had Arcadia Oreek surveyed by Jesse 

Turner,19 for it took its course directly behind his shop, as one can see 

~~ Durant, !E.. ill., p. 428. 
Thomas, ~. cito, pp. 40, 58. 

15 Jesse Turner~Reminiscences of Kalamazoo as a Colony,O MiChigan Pio-
~ ~ Historical Oollection, Vol. 18, p. 570. 

1 Map of KalamazQo, Geil and Hartley. 
l~ Keatley, !Eo • .!:ll., pp. 552-3. 
19 Turner, !Eo- ~., p. 570. 

Ibid., p. 570. 
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by the map. In this same year, Anthony Cooley was ane of the highway com

missiGners for BronsQn, his first main accomp1isbment being the rQad frGm 

Bronson to Gewnesee Prarie, surveyed by Stephen Vickery, and I probab1y the 

first 8urgeyed road in the township.120 Oooley was once again a highway 

commisiQner in 18;7.21 

Oooley's pe1itica1 activities varied somewhat, for in the next year he 

was elected to the Michigan House of Representatives as the'Representative 

from Kalamazoo County.22 He was, in 1844, a trustee of the village of Bren

son2~ and, in 1846, he was a township supervisor.24 Along party lines, he 

was· politically inspired as la Whig, then a Demecrat.,25 It looks as if he 

was not too overwhelmed by the budding new party which called themselves 

"Republicans". He bad, hGwever, held the positian of one of the vice-pres-

idents of the "Kalamazoo Clay Olub of 1844," which was a group of the ~ld 

time Whigs for Henry Clay.26 It is true that Mr. Cooley held many interest-

ing pGsitions. The following account shows his versatility if nothing else, 

Anthony Cooley was appointed postmaster a second time ~u1y ;1, 
1849, under the administration of President Taylor. His first 
term, in 1841, was very brief, but this was still more disting
uished in that respect, for it only continued during two months 
and three days. u27 

Non-politically, Oooley shows that he was interested also in education. 

"He was a member of the Board of Trustees of the Michigan and Huron Institute 

(nov Kalamazoo Oollege), founded in Kalamazoo in 18;;, and was also a mem

ber of the Executive Committee of the school. ft28 

So we discover that Anthony Cooley took part in many activities; impor-

20 21 Durant, ~. ~., p. 410. 
22 ll!!., p. 290. 
2; ll!!., p. 56. 
24 ~., p. 226. 
2 !lli.., p. 290. 
2~ Michi;an BiGgraphies, p. 197. 
27 Duran~, !!. ~., p. 227. 
28 !Wo. t p. 25;. 

Keatley, 2!. ~.t pp. 552-;. 
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tant among these, politics and education. And, like most pioneers, he was 

also quite interested in securing land for himself and his family. After 

all, this was one of the main reasons why men came West--to obtain land for 

purposes of settling down, or to obtain land for purposes of making money. 

With Anthony Cooley, it seems the motivation came from both of these factors. 

As I have said, his residence when in Bronson was en Edward Street, 

and his shop on Water Street. However, previous to and during his residence 

here, he had secured considerable land, and tried his band at various bus-

iness ventures. His first experience with land produrement, as we know, 

was in Ge-.nesee Pretrie, when he first cS.me to Michigan. His brothers had 

29 already bought up Section #8 in Portage Township, and Cooley purchased 

Section #1 in 18'5 in partnership with Stephen Yickery.'O In this same 

year, these two men bought Section #,6 in Kalamazoo Township.,l 

Cooley's desire to make money is reflected in his purchase of a tract 

of land, believed to be located on the Kalamazoo River. 

The grist-mill was built by the Messrs. Anthony Cooley and Erastus 
Bailey in 18,6, the site having been sold to them January 11th of 
that year for the sum of $1000 by Thomas C. Sheldon and wife, of 
Detroit.,2 

All the while, Cooley had bigger ventures moving for him. He pro-

jected the village of Allegan, in partnership with others, and once again 

showed his shrewd business sense. 

During the summer of 18,4, Mr. George Ketchum, then living at 
Marshall, Messrs. Stephen Vickery and Anthony Oooley of Kalamazoo, 
and Mr. Alesander Ely of Rochester, N. Y., projected the village 
of A1legan.3' . 

They in turn sold one- half the land to Samuel Hubbard, one of the 

Supreme Court judges of Massachusetts.,4 

29 
,0 Durant , !E.. ill·, p. 427. 

Ibid., p. 427. 
31-Ibid., p. 288. 
;z:.2~ 
~ Ibid., p. 256. 
" VO:-O. Trowbridge Letter to Don Henderson, Esg.~ Michigan Pieneer 

!e! Historical Oollection, Vol. 4, p. 17'. Detroit, Sep~. 5, 1878 ,4 lli!., p. 1-". 
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Sometime befare 1850, Cooley once again picked up his family and belang-

ings and moved to Paw Paw. Kalamazoo was apparently expanding at too rapid a 

r~te for this pioneer. It was at Paw Paw that 000ley took up painting as a 
-

hebby, along with farming.'5 

Anthony Cooley ••• painted his picture of the first court in Kalama
zoo County and a landscape view showing the building in which the 
court was held and the residence of Titus Bronson early in the year 
1857. Cooley was a resident of Paw Paw at the time the pictures 
were made and painted them thereo 

The Paw Paw Free Press of April 10, 1857 reported that Cooley 
has been engaged on the pictures for the last 3 months~ The court
room scene was done on a canvas of about , by 4 feet.3 

Amanda Stanley Cooley, Anthony's wife, died of malignant diarrhea in 

Paw Paw on September 16, 1851,'7 after bearing Cooley four children, the 

eldest of which was Benjamin, also 8ft~~nfer of considerable reputation.,8 

Anthony himself died in Paw Paw 

on Sunday, April 8th, 1860, at lIt o'clock Ao M., ••• aged 66 years 
and 6 months. Mr. Oooley was one of the first pioneers of the county 
of Kalamazoo ••• pos8~s8ed of great versatile talent, and a natural 
taste for the fine arts •••• For 'several years Mr. Oooley has resided 
in thie village, a portion of the time engaged in active business 
li~e, but latterly, owing to feeble health, he had withdrawn there
from. (Paw Paw Free Press, Apr. 16)39 

Anthony and Amanda Cooley had, as previously stated, four children; 

Benjamin, Dewitt Clinton, Martha, and Marshall.40 Of these, Benjamin fol

low~d most closely in his father's footsteps, taking up farming and becoming 
/ 

an'established painter in his own right. Of his paintings, the most famous 

is that of Titus Bronson, done in 1879.41 Another painting dene by Benjamin 

is that of his father and mother, Anthony.and Amanda Cooley, now in the pos-

session of Nary A. Nichols Burton of Scarsdale, N. Y., one of the most prom

inent living descendants of Anthony 0001ey.42 Benjamin"a1so painted por

traits of many of the first settlers of St. Paul and Kalamazoo. n4, 

'5 Keatley, ~. ~., pp. 552-,. 
~6 Kalamazoo ~ Scrapbook, ~. ~., Vol. 1, p. 1. 
~7 Biographical Oard Catalogue, frQm the Kalamazoo Gazette, Oct. ~, 1857. 
,a Keatley, !2- cit., pp. 552-3. '9 Detroit Free Press, April 17, 1860. 
~ Keatley, !£. cit., pp. 552-,. 

Fisher, ~. ~., p. 63. 
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Thus we discover that Anthony Cooley, one of the earliest residents of 

Kalamazoo, is to be much remembered within this city as well as without. 

He led quite a well-rounded life, especially for the pioneer days, being a 

politician, capitalist, and farmer, as well as being an artist of sorts. 

He captured in oils what many, many words would never have been able tQ de-

scribe. It is n~t his great artistic talent which establishes his signifi-

cance, but the scenes of early Kalamazoo themselves which he was able to 

find time to paint and which are of almost priceless value to citizens of 

this community and to levers of history in general. 

!2 Keatley, ~. ~., pp. 620-22. 
~ ~., pp. 620-22. 



APPENDIX 

I have excluded, in part, information pertaining to Benjamin Cooley, 

Anthony Caoley's eldest son, in order that the reader would nat be distracted 

from the subject of tbis paper. Inasmuch as Benjamin was a prominent painter 

in his own right, I feel that it is proper at this point to review some of 

the important facts about his paintings. 

As previously stated, Benjamin painted a picture of Titus Bronson, one 

of the first settlers of Kalamazoo, in 1879. 44 This is a view of Bronson as 

an older man, sitting on the porch of an old cabin, reading a copy of the 

New ~ Herald Tribune • 
. ' .. 

In searching for this painting in its original form, I was directed to 

the Oounty Olerk's office in Kalamazoo, and, having no success, I proceeded 

to inquire'at the Kalamazoo Art Institute, Kalamazoo City Hall, Kalamazoo 

Publio Library, and Kalamazoo Museum. However, this also was of no avail. 

Thus I contented myself with reproductions printed in various books found 

in the Kalamazoo Publi9 Library~ and the Kalamazoo Oollege Library. 

Another attempt at learning more of Benjamin's painting proved to be 

unsuccessful when I was told by Mr. Praus of the Kalamazoo Museum that he 

had written to several of the descendants of the Cooley family for informa-

tion pertaining to the paintings of Anthony and Amanda Oooley,and of the early 

settlersoot St. Paul and Kalamazoo which were also painted by Benjamin.45 

Wben I learned that he bad received no answer of importance from his corres-

pondence en museum stationery, I felt it unnecessary to correspond further. 

Although I have seen no reproductions of either the painting of Benja

min's father and mother, Anthony and Amanda, or of the paintings of the. early 

settlers of St. Paul and Kalamazoo, the reproduction of his painting of Titus 

Bronson can be found in David Fisher and Frank Little's Cempendium of History 

~ BiographY of Kalamazoo Oounty, MiChigan, located in the Kalamazoo College 

Library, Kalamazoo,Michigan. 



-14-

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Baldwin, s. 0., "The First County Court held at the City ef Kalamazoo, in 
a LQg-Cabin, October, 18,2," unpublished photograph, Kalamazoo Museum, 
Kalamazoo, Michigan. 

Biographical ~ Oatalogue, Kalamazoo Public Library, Kalamazoo, Michigan. 

Fisher, David, and Little, Frank, OQmpendium of History ~ BiograihY of 
Kalamazoo County, Michigan, Chicago, A. W. Bowen and Co., 190 • 

The Detroit Free Press, April 17, 1860. 

Durant, Samuel W., History of Kalamazoo Oounty, Philadelphia, Everts and 
Abbott, 1880. 

Kalamazoo Art Scrapbook, Vol. 1, p. 1, unpublished, Kalamazoo Public Library, 
Kalamazoo, Michigan. 

Keatley, Vivien Bulloch, The Oooley GenealogY, Rutland, Ver.mont, 1941. 

Map g! Kalamazoo, Philadelphia, Geil and Hartley, 1861. 

Map !f Kalamazoo, New York, Henry Hart 00., 1853. 

Michigan Biographies, Michigan Historical Commission, 1924. 

Michigan Pioneer 'and Historical Oollection, Lansing, Michigan, Wynkoop, Hal
lenb~ck and Orawford and Co., 1908. 

Potts, Grace, Kalamazoo L~ng Ago, Kalamazoo Board of Eduoation, 1955. 

Thomas, J. M., Kalamazoo Oounty Direotory, 1869-70, Kalamazoo, J. M. Thomas, 
1869, Vol. 2. 

Acknowledgement is made to the Kalamazoo'Museum for pe~ission to photograph 
the two paintings by Anthony Oooley and to Mr. Praus, Director, for 
information supplied by him. 


