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Preface 

To produce a paper on a topic so vast and interesting as this, 

much more labor is require~:in that production than merely that of the 

man whose name appears as its ·author •. Other people have played an 

important role in the development and production of this seminar paper. 

To the staff of the Kalamazoo Public Library, I extend my sincere 

appreciation and gratitude for the cooperation I received in obtaining 

material for this report. Wi thout their efforts this paper would never 

have been possible. Special thanks is extended to Mr. Mark Crum, Director 

of Libraries, and to two members of the Reference Department, Miss 

Jeanetta K. Sagers, head of the department, and Mr. Donald C. Toepfer, 

an assistant in that department. 

Again, appreciation is extended to certain members of the adminis

tration office of the Kalamazoo Board of Education. Special gratitude 

is extended to Mr. Russell Doney, Director of Research and· Pupil Personnel, 

and his office. Their help in obtaining data for this paper was invaluable. 

To some people a library is just a building which houses books. 

These are the people who never visit the librar,y. To a majority of 

others a librar,y is a living institution, a life-blood for the citizens 

of a community. It is to these people that I offer this report, to 

those whose interest in the library is more than just passing. 

It has been an interesting report to produce. An incident early 

in ~ research clearly showed me the relation of the Public Librar,y 

to the Kalamazoo Board of Education. My automobile Has ~illegally parked, 

through ray own carelessness, and it was towed away, as is promised all 

those who park as I did. Though.l·later received ID1" car at the service 

garage, the bill of $2.50 was made payable to the School Board~ 
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Introduction 

'lbis report covers the history of the Kalamazoo Public Library from 

the fiscal year 1918 through the fiscal year 1959. I t has been an attempt 

to present to th~ reader a composi te history of the Library. Many 

events have affected the Librar.y in that time, but I have tried to cover 

the important ones and give the reader a somewhat clearer understanding 

of an integral part of his conununi ty. 

However, the history of the Kalamazoo Public Library goes back 

much further than 1918. In fact it extends to the year 1860, when the 

provisions for a school library were adopted by the Board of Education. 

To the reader who desires to know the history of the Library from 

1860 to 1918, I would recommend a report by Miss Isabelle C. Roberts, 

former Head Librarian of the Library in that early period, which may 

be found in the History Collection Room at the Library. 

I believe I stated my objectives for this paper in my preface, 

when I said that the report is for those who find the Library and its 

services a valuable part of their lives. In Kalamazoo the people can 

be proud of their Library, for it is definitely an asset to their 

conununi ty and to the person who wishes to expand his lmowledge on man, 

his actions, and his achievements. 
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Chapter 1: Kalamazoo in 1918 

The year 1918 saw the United States and its allies at war against 

the Central Powers in Europe. The war covered the major part of the year, 

until November li. Though it was a time of turmoil abroad, domestically 

the people worked to provide the needed goods for winning the war. The 

people themselves were not depressed, as this was a war where the United 

States 1-1ould find victory in a short time, or so the people thought. 

This was the proud and boastful feeling of Americans in that year. Small 

sacrifices were to be .to1erated. 

The people of Kalamazoo were no different from the rest of their 

countr.y.men. The American people were feeling their newly won power of 

independence and leadership. To them, this new responsibility as a world 

power and leader was a reality which they aimed at keeping. 

There had been rapid development in the Kalamazoo area since Titus 

Bronson settled here in 1829. It grew culturally and economically at a 

terrific pace. Kalamazoo was a. village from 1848 to 1884, when it 

received a city charter. The people who 11 ved in Kalamazoo during the 

village period lett many tangible monuments to their civic pride. In 

1852 the Ladies Library Association was formed and in 1879 its present 

building on South Park Street was completed.1 This is particularly wort~ 

of note, since it is one of the oldest women's club buildings in the 

United States. 

In 1918 the city was under the City Management type of government, 

with a City Commission for its political needs. Kalamazoo was a city 

of industry and of culture. The citizens took pride in both. Paper 

was the big and growing industry for Kalamazoo • 
••••• 
1. Balls and Lassfolk, Living ~ Kalamazoo (J{alamazoo, 1958), p. 12. 
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Kalamazoo's buildings and streets looked then as the main street 

of Mackinac Island looks now. It wasn't exactly similar, but there was 

a definite likeness. 

One of the many reasons that Kalamazoo expanded in area was that 

outlying areas wanted good school and librar.y facilities. These could 

only be had by annexing to Kalamazoo. 

Yes, Kalamazoo had a good deal to offer its citizens and the Librar,y 

was no exception. Its success depended upon its use by the citizens 

and students. And it was successful. In 1918 the Kalamazoo Public 

Library was a stable and expanding institution. But, perhaps I am 

getting a little ahead of my historical account. Let us tum briefly to 

the organization of the Librar,r and its histor.y from 1860 to 1918. 
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Chapter ·2: The Origin and Early Period of the Kalamazoo Public Library 

To seek the origin of the Librar,y we must turn to the year 1860. 

In Harem of that year the Board of Education adopted rules for the oper

ation of a school library, to be open from tirae to four at clock on 

Saturday afternoons. The adoption met little opposition at the meeting. 

The first volumes consisted of 124 books donated by the Township 

Library and 30 Michigan Reports. These reports were given to the Librar.r 

by D. S. Walbridge. 2 As Mr. Frank Little was the initiator of the Libr~ 

in the Board of Education, he was designated as Acting Librarian from 

1860 to 1872. All this time it served oiily as a school library. It 

served in this capacity until Miss Jennie Wolcott, later Mrs. J. A. Kent, 

was made Librarian in 1872 at $100.00 per year. She persuaded the School 

Board to open it to the general public, and it has served the ci tizens 

of the community as well as the students of the school district since 

that time. 

The first Public Librar,r was housed in Corporation Hall, also 

known as Qld City Hall or "Quick to Rescuen Hall. 3 This library was 

open on Saturdays only. Dnring the first year as a Public Library', 

there were 9,733 loans out of a collection of 2,901 volumes.4 The Library 

proved to be so popular that by December of 1874 it was opened daily 

except Monday. 

In 1875, Miss Isabelle C. Roberts was appointed assistant Librarian, 

and in 1876 she succeeded Miss Jennie Wolcott as Head Librarian at an 

annual salary ot $250.00. Far Miss Roberts it was the beginning of a 

long and revered career. She reIlla.4led in that position until 1918, when 
••••• 
2. Ibid., p. 12. 
3. Anon., Milestones in the History of the Kalamazoo Public Library 

(1812 to 1947), a piimphlet, n.p., n.d., p, 1. t 

4. !2!.!., p. 1. 
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she resigned, her tenure being a total of 42 years service to the 

Kalamazoo community. 5 

The year 1878 saw the Library move into larger quarters in the old 

Ci ty Hall, the new space being formerly occupied by the Ladies Librar.r 

Association. Also in that'year the Young Men's Library Association 

donated their entire collection of l;900'-·boeks to the Public Library. 

It was definitely seen now as a growing institution. 

1880 was an important year for the.Library,i'f'orin:.tbat:year-.1t 

was deemed lawful to use tax money to buy books.6 Then, in the following 

year, 1661, Horace M. Peck donated a collection of corals, shells, and 

fossils to the Library, which was later to form the nucleus of the Kalamazoo 

Museum. 7 

When the space in the City Hall was needed for municipal offices 

in 1885, the Public Librar.y was moved to rooms over the Wortley store, 

at 121 West Main Street. But, even these were viewed as temporar.y 

J quarters, as space was limited there and with the Library expanding so 

fast, something had to be done. 

There was talk of the Y .M. C.A. and the Library joining hands in a 

new building, but the citizens showed their dissatisfaction with this 

idea. They were not about to spend their money on a neli library building. 

In the midst of all this discussion, Dr. and Mrs. Van Dausen offered 

to give $50,000 for a library building, if the Board of Education would 

provide a site and furnish the new library. (InCidentally, Dr. Van Deusen 

had come to this city in 1858 and was the first medical superintendent 

of the present Kalamazoo State Hospital, known then as the Kalamazoo 
••••• 
5. A Brief, History of the Kalamazoo Public Library from 1872 to 1922, 

MS., in the History Collection Rc)om of the Kalamazoo Public Library, 
composition signed by Miss Isabelle C. Roberts and Miss Flora B. 
Roberts, 1922. 

6. Milistones ~ ~ Histog ~ ~ Kalamazoo Public Library, S?..~ cit., 
p. • ---

7. ~., p. 1. 
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As.ylum for the Insane. He held this position until 1878, when he 

resigned, following a long drawn-out suit against him for "false imprison

ment" which received wide publicity, but which he finally won.8) So, 

The Board of Education purchased the land at the corner of Rose and South 

Streets for $.16,000, of which $1,000 was contributed by civic minded 

citizens.9 A grey stone structure was erected on that site and in May 

of 1893, the 18,225 volumes of the Librar,y were moved into the new quarters.10 

The Van Deusen building served the citizens of the School District of 

Kalamazoo until its demolition in 1958. 

The Van Deusen Room, a special room for children, was opened in 

1896. It was one of the first rooms exclusively for children to be 

opened in· the UDited· States,. and the second in Michigan, Detroit having 

opened one just a few months earlier.ll 

In 1910 the Librar.y was opened ever.y evening in the week for the 

first time. Also in tha t year the Portage and East Branch Libraries 

were opened; the West Main Branch Library opened in 1917. 

It can be seen in this brief background of the Library to 1918, that 

even in its early days, it earned a respectable reputation and had a definite 

history of its own • 

••••• 
8. Dunbar, Kalamazoo and !!2! ~ Grew (Kalamazoo, 1959), p. 122. 
9. Mil~stone8 ~ ~ !['Story 2! the Kalamazoo Public Library, 5?. ~., 

p. • 
10. Balls and Lassfolk, ~. cit., p. 81. 
11. Mil~stones ~ ~ History 2! ~ Kalamazoo Public Library, ~. cit., 

p. • 
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Chapter 3: World War I Times and the Golden Twenties at the Librart 

I decided to commence this report with the year 1918, as the report 

I mentioned earlier in the Introduction by I. C. Roberts seemed rather 

sketchy at that point. It appears that all bi,storical. accounts covered 

up to the date of publication are inconclusive toward the end. 

The Kalamazoo Public Library in 1918 and through out World War I 

was busily involved in war work, as were other institutions of American 

life. The days were busy ones and in the midst of it all, Isabelle C. 

Roberts resigned and Miss Flora B. Roberts became the new Head Librari~. 

The new Librarian immediately dedicated herself and her staff to 

aid in whatever way possible the war effort. The big task was to supply 

reading material for the men in the armed services. Not only was fictional. 

material wanted by these men for their leisure hours, but non-fictional, 

educational material was also needed. To this end, the Library staff 

worked diligently. 

They weren't able to participate as fully as they had wished to, 

as there weren't sufficient funds on hand to do so. As a matter of fact, 

the Kalamazoo Public Library was closed down during part of 1918, due to 

the coal shortage resulting frop! the war. Coal was scarce and it was 

needed to win the war, not to heat libraries. The Board of Education 

managed to purchase just enough coal. to heat the Library to the extent 

that frost would not collect on the books.12 

However, even though the Librar.y was closed, the Librar,y staff managed 

to participate in the collection and distribution of books to the soldiers 

and sailors. Their biggest endeavor Was the furnishing of 3,148 books and 

thousands of magazines to camps throughout the country .13 The Librar:y 
••••• 
12. Kalamazoo Gazette, Feb. 1, 1918, as found in the Kalamazoo Public 

Library Scrapbooks, vol. 1, p. 3, (hereafter referred to as Gazette, 
with Scrapbook information, if found there). 

13. Board of Education of the School District of the City of Kalamazoo, 
Annual Reports (or Official Proceedings), fiscal year 1919-20, p. 28, 
(hereafter referred to as Bd. of Educ.). 
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staff regularly contributed their services at the Base Hospital Librar,y 

at Camp Duster. 

The.y endeavored to relate themselves to other war activities. In 

doing so they distributed from the Library thousands of pamphlet 

publications on food conservation, care of children, gardening, venereal 
I 

disease, etc. They took part in the venereal disease campaign (venereal 

disease was an important medical problem in America after World War I, 

as the returning soldiers had been exposed to it in Europe), and in the 

effort to aid soldiers, sailors, and even civilians through vocational 

education. It was only fair that every effort be made to educate these 

men to new jobs after the war. 

Efforts were made at publishing and passing pamphlets on American-

ization to the many immigrants now in the U. S. and Kalamazoo. It was 

thought that the Library would be used to supplement the interests of 

the comnnmity with literary materials, but Miss Flora B. Roberts dis-

covered that the popular conception of the Librar,y was a place where 

women and children could find a nice story to read, and where students 

could find material for school assignments. So, they advertised in the, 

Kalamazoo Gazette each week the new books that had been purchased, and 

from time to time, in accordance with public thought, they published special 

reading lists dealing with such concerns as "Peace Problems II and "More 

Houses".l4 

The Library tried to reach ,every citizen, new citizen, and returning 

soldier. And to this end the Public Library cooperated closely with the 

Ci ty Government and the City Manager. The Library even took out member

sbip in the Chamber of Commerce • 

••••• 
14. Ditto., fis. yr. 1919-20, p. 27. 
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All this publication of pamphlets was not, however, without incident. 

The Allied Printing Trades complained about the Library's work.iS They 

claimed that the Library's publications did not show the Union label, 

and therefore were violating the printer's rights. Miss Flora B. Roberts 

appeared before the Board of Education and requested that some consider

ation be given the matter. The Board decided to award the printing 

contract to the lowest bidder, regardless of whether he was affiliated 

with the Union. 

I mentioned earlier in this cbapter that 1918 was the year for a 

change of administration at the Library. With all the war work on her 

hands, Miss Flora Roberts was faced with still another task, that of 

reorganizing the Library. She said, II ••• mch of the work had fallen 

behind (in the previous administration), and temporary makeshifts were . 
resorted to. Such conditions always mean a day of reckoning, and we 

(Miss F. B. Roberts' administration) felt that day had come with our 

arrival. ,,16 

When the Library was closed in 1918, it was during the early part 

of the year. The rest of the year, however, they were open to the public. 

The Librarian and her staff began a complete re-registration of all 

borrowers of the Library. At the same time new rules were adopted covering 

the loan of books. These included the extension of the time limit from 

fourteen to twenty-eight days, and the removal of the restrictions as 

to the number of books which might betaken out at one time. The life 

of a borrower's card was restricted to four years, and special arrange

ments were made for students, non-residents of the School District, etc. 

I cite the following statistics in the body of my report, as they 
••••• 
15. Gazette, March 19, 1919, Scrapbook, vol. 1, p. 9. 
16. Bd. of Educ., ~. ~., fis. yr. 1919-20, p. 24. 
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will be followed by a cODDUentary on statistics by Miss F. B • Roberts, 

below. The total registration for the year 1918-19 was 9,359, of which 

6,374 were adults and 2,985 were children under fourteen. There w~re 

499 students who used the Library, 101 non-residents who were employed 

in the city, 27, non-resident taxpayers, and 32 residents of the County 

who paid a fee of $1.00 per year for the privilege of using the books. 

But, 17% of the population of Kalamazoo were registered as borrowers.17 \ 

Now here is a most interesting commentar,y on statistics by the Head 

LibraI,"ian, Miss Flora Roberts: "The statistics o,t: the circulation of 

the books of a lihrar,r are a certain measure of the service given. 

But there is danger, in the. fascination of the figures, of placing undue· 

emphasis on these statistics. For we must never lose sight of the fact 

that the print we issue is the product of the mind, and oft-times of the 

soul of the writer, and it carries its message to the mind and soul of 

the reader; and the stuff of which minds and soule are made cannot be 

measured by figures. n18 

During the Golden Twenties the School Board B.Pent a considerable 

amount of money to make everyone happy, teachers and librarians alike. 

Librarians with one year I s service or experience in the KalamazoE) System 

were given a $200.00 bonus in June of 1920 by the taxpayers.19 Also, 

the Head Librarian was put under a yearly contrac$. 

Again, during these days when money was abundant, a new library 

. building was builtin the Washington Square district to serve as the 

Portage Branch Librar,y. This was one of the biggest events during the 

Twenties for the;_Mbra~. The Portage Street Branch Library had been 
••••• 
17. Ditto., fis. yr. 1919-20, p. 24. 
18. Ditto., fis. yr. 1919-20, p. 24. 
19. Ditto., fis. yr. 1919-20, p. 152. 
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housed in a building at 1326 Portage Street, since 1919, when it moved 

from the Portage Street School. On Januar.y 28, 1924, the Portage Branch 

Library was again discussed by Miss Roberts at the Board of Education 

meeting. The cost of leasing the building at 1326 Portage Street was 

becoming more expensive and prohibitive. Within one year the rental 

price had gone from $80 per month in Februar,y of 1923 to $100 per month 

in December of 1923. 20 As a result, her discussion centered around the 

need for a new building for the Portage Street Branch. The Board instructed 

Billingham and Cobb., arcbi tects, to prepare plans for the proposed building, 

to be submitted to the Board at a later date for inspection. 

The Board then proceeded to obtain a lease of the store building 

directly south of the present Portage Branch to be used for temporar,y 

quarters while a new library building was being constructed. At the 

July 6, 1926, Board meeting, a decision was reached to build the proposed 

Portage Librar.y on a lot alread,y owned by the Board of Education on 

Portage Street near Washington Avenue, at 1244 Portage. 21 At the same 

meeting Billingham and Cobb presented their plans and drawings to the 

Board. They were told to go ahead and prepare the £inal plans and .~ 

specifications; Also, the School Board approved them as being the official 

arcqitects and engineers for the construction. The,y were to rec~ive a 

fee of 5% of the cost of the building. 

On September 24, the bids were let for the job. On November 11, 

at a special Board meeting it was decided that the general contradtors 
.. 

for the building would be the 0 ~ F. Miller Company, who guaranteed a 

price of $43,000, including their profit of $2,500, any saving in the 

••••• 
20. Ditto., fis. yr. 1923-24, p. 80. 
21. Ditto., fis. yr. 1926-21, p. 36. 
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total cost to be returned to the Board of Education. 22 

The new building was to be an English type structure with space for 

15,000 books and a community room. Finally, on November 22, 1927, the 

new Portage Branch Library in Washington Square was formally dedicated. 

Samuel H. Ranck, head of the Grand Rapids Public Librar.y, delivered the 

dedication. address. 23 

There was other spending during this period, too. The Pe~k property 

was bought by the School Board, upon approval by the School District 

voters, ip 1926 for a price not to exceed $40,000. 24 The location of 

this new site was on South Rose Street, next to the VanDeusen Librar.y. 

Also, the Kaufer property on South Rose Street was purchased with the 

help of a. gift of $40,000 from Dr. W. E. Upjohn. Then, in 1927, the Art 

Department and the Museum moved into the old Peck House. Two decades 

later the Museum occupied the entire Peck HOuse, and remained there 

until the house was demolished in 1958. In 1959 the Museum moved into 

its new quarters, along with the Library, after the new· Kalamazoo Public 

Library and Museum building was erected. 

Indeed, the Golden Twenties were interesting years. In April of 

1926, the Kalamazoo Gazette carried an article on Prohibition and its 

relation with the Public Library. Miss Roberts noticed that there was 

an increase in the number of patrons who borrowed books on chemistry. 

Apparantly, the "intellectuals II were using certain chemical textbooks 

where excellent recipes .for small liquor making could be found. 25 Yes, 

the Kalamazoo Public Library was unsuspectingly aiding the basement 

distillers in providing them their liquor recipes • 
••••• 
22. Ditto., fis. yr •. 1926-27, p. 107. 
23. Gazette, Nov. 23, 1927, Scrapbook, vol. 1, p. SO. 
24. Gazette, June 8, 1926, Scrapbook, vol. 1, p. 56. 
25. Gazette, April 18, 1926, Scrapbook, vol. 1, p. 54. 
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During these years a school in librar,y methods was held for preparing 

women for library work. This was the first attempt in the history of 

the Public Library to train women professionally for such work. It 

was conducted by Miss Elizabeth Wales of Chicago. 

In 1923 the School Board allocated $50 to be used toward expenses 

of the meeting of the Michigan State Library Association here in Kalamazoo. 26 

I might add that in 1921, Miss Flora B. Roberts was named president of 

that organization. 

To stimulate student interest in the Public Library, the Library, 

in 1919, offered prize mone,y for the best essays on commercial geograp~ 

by Kalamazoo Public School students. Miss Ardell 01ds, 13 year old 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles 01ds of 656 East Vine Street, and a 

pupil of the Lake Street School, was awarded first prize in the contest. 

Her topic was liThe Five Greatest Industries of Kalamazoo". 21 

It is interesting to note that, during these years, the fines received 

by the courts of Kalamazoo for assaul t an~ battery were turned over to 

the Public Library. In 1920, $1,000 was received by the Library from 

the courts. 

The year 1922 witnessed the 50th anniversary celebration for the 

Librar.y. Exhibits were displayed in the window of the First National 

Bank showing the progress of the Public Librar,y in the 50 year period. 

The Ladies Librar.y Association, older than the Library itself, were hosts 

,for the occassion held at'the Librar.y.28 

These years also proved to be ones of philanthropy. In 1923, a 

sum of 349.00 was donated to the Librar.y by Harold Upjohn, treasurer of 
••••• 
26. Bd. of Educ., 2£. ~., fis. yr. 1923-24, p. 26. 
21. Gazette, July 13, 1919, Scrapbook, vol. 1, p. 12. 
28. Gazette, September 24, 1922, Scrapbook, vol. 1, p. 26. 
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the defunct "Barnstormers", a dramatic organization. The money was to 

be used solely for the purchase of books on drama. 29 Again, in that year, 

the Child Welfare League donated $200 to the Public Library, to be used 

for an endowment fund. The Library invested the money in the stock of 

the Ti tIe Bond and Mortgage Company. 30 

It will be remembered that in the Twenties, Charles Lindbergh made 

his historic flight across the Atlantic. This stimulated interest in 

Kalamazoo for fiying, and Library patrons. seized every book available 

on aviation. The book We, by Lindbergh, was the most popular. 

By 1929, the Kal~zoo Public Library had books available for public 

and student use in many parts of the city. Life was good then in Kalamazoo, 

and many flocked to the book collections. Their favorite reading in 

those gay times was non-fiction. However, turbulent days were ahead and 

the people and their Librar,y were to suffer enormously • 

••••• 
29. Gazette, January 29, I923~ Scrapbook, vol. 1, p. 34. 
30. Bd. of Educ., 22. ~., fis. yr. 1923-24, p. 57. 
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Chapter 4: Period of the Great Depression and its Effects on the Librar,y 

The Kalamazoo Public Library felt no immediate effects from the 

Wall Street Crash of October 29, 1929. But, then, with their fiscal budget 

guaranteed until next' summer, no immediate effects were expected. 

The y:ear 1930 was one of achievement for the Public Library. For 

in that year the.y completed arrangements to provide librar,y service to 

the patients of Bronson Hospital. The collection was made up of donated 

books and magazines. There were 104 books circulated at Bronson during 

the first week, as it proved to be ver,y popular with the patients.3l A 

year later, in 1931, Borgess Hospital received library service. This 

was made possible through a gift of $100 from the Service Club of Kalamazoo.32 

Since those years, the Hospital L1brar,y Service has grown tremendously, 

through gifts and donations by citizens of Kalamazoo. 

To digress for a moment, Isabelle C. Roberts, ex-Librarian of the 

Librar,y since her reiignation in 1918, had still worked at the Librar,r 

in the Art Department during the Twenties. Then, in January of 1932, she 

passed away and her death was considered a great loss, not only for the 

Public Library staff, but for its patrons as well. 33 

On March 13, 1930, an attempt was made at the Schd~l Board meeting 

to keep teachers r and librarians t salaries at a status quo level for the 

coming fiscal year, 1930-31. However, it was defeated by the Board members 

with a 2 yes, 4 no vote. 34 About this time several requests were rec.eived 

by the Board from schools and libraries for new equipment. But these 

requests were turned down. ,temporarily, with action to be taken on them 
••••• 
31. Gazette, April 13, ~930; Scrapbook, vol. 2, p. 13. 
32. Gazette, September 21, 1931, Scrapbook, vol. 2, p. 34. 
33. Gazette, Januar.y 1, 1932, Scrapbook, vol. 2, p. 42. 
34. Bd. of Educ., ge. ~., fis. yr. 1929-30, p. 169. 
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in the future. Was it possible that the Board of Education was beginning 

to feel that there was a shortage of finances, with no fresh monetar.y 

source in the offing? Soon, however, in March of 1931, the Board realized 

that there would be a limit to expenses for the coming fiscal year. At 

. the March 23 meeting it was decided that for the coming year, all salaries 

of employees of the Board would receive salaries at the status qUo level, 

that is, at a salar,y level equivalent to the preceding year. The Great 

Depression now had its teeth sunk into the neck of the Kalamazoo School 

Board. 

Then, just one year later, the teeth of the Depression sank even 

deeper. At the April 4, 1932, meeting the Board passed a resolution that 

all current employees or the Board of Education, starting in the next 

fiscal year 1932-33, shall accept a salary cut of 8 1/3%. Also, all new 

employee appointments were to be made at a salar.y deter.mined by the pro

visions of the regular salary schedule, less a discount ot; 8 1/3%. Even 

the Board members themselves took a self-imposed p~ cut of 8 1/3%.35 

This was definitely a nationwide financial crisis now and it touched on 

every institution and every individual. But the worst was yet to come. 

It has been written by many historians that the year 1933 was the 

most desperate year of the Depression. This certainly was true in 

Kalamazoo. For in that year the salaries of the Board of Education 

employees reached rock bottom. At the May 5, 1933, meeting the members 

of the Board adopted without opposition a new salary polic.y for the coming 

fiscal year, 1933-34, whereby all current employees of the Board would 

take another pay cut, this time much more drastic. This time there was 

to be _a 20% salary slash, except that a minimum annual salary of $1,000 
••••• 
35. Ditto., fis. yr. 1931-32, p. 147. 
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was established. This was to hold, again, for the Board members themselves. 36 

Some spending was done in 1931 on the Librar.y that was an absolute 

necessity. Earlier, in 1925, there had been a fire in the basement of 

the Van Deusen building. It was a small one and was oonfined to a few 

old books and magazines, but the Library oalled the Fire Department, pnly 

one block aw~. It took the firemen a long time to get there, for Bome 

reason, and by the time they arrived, the fire had been extinguished 

by Miss Bessie Newe11. 37 But the incident showed the need for better 

fire protection, so in 1931 the Board approved the installation of an 

automatic fire alarm system in the Public Library, to be connected to 

the Central Fire Station.38 

Everyone knew the Van Dausen building was overcrowded and that more 

space was needed to accomodate all of the Library's volumes. In December 

of 1930, William Stone addressed the Board regarding a proposed addition 

to the Public Library, and he showed them some sketches of his proposal. 

Miss Flora Roberts discussed the si tuation and baoked up Mr. Stone's 

proPOSal. 39 But the Board did not have the money currently to undertake 

such a project. This was shelved indefinitely. All throughout the 

Depression years, the need was there but the finances were not. However, 

some remodeling was done during these hectic years. 

In the spring of 1934, the Public Library did receive a face-lifting, 

and a much needed one indeed. I t had been 25 years since the last 

redecoration. Now, in 1934, with many men out of work, and the Van 

Deusen building crying for a clean up, though no large funds were avail

able, the C.W.A. (Civil Works Administrati~n) announced that it would 
••••• 
36. Ditto., fis. yr. 1932-33, p. 169. 
37. Gazette, January 23, 1925, Scrapbook, vol. 1, p. 43. 
38. Bd. of Educ., ~. oit., fis. yr. 1930-31, p. 205. 
39. Ditto., fis. yr. 1930-31, p. 110. 
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undertake the redecoration of the Public Library. The total cost of the 

job was $460, with the Federal Government appropriating $344 and the 

Board of Education furnishing the paint and materials at a cost of $ll6.40 

The C.W.A~ .. project had been an invaluable one to the Library, and the 

workers also helped by dusting the books, the shelves, etc. 

In 1935, the School Board inspected the Librar", ~ondering whether 

public funds should become· available to remedy the sorry state of affairs 

at the Public Librar.y. And littie more could be done but wonder, as the 

public simply didn't have the funds to allocate. But no one could deny 

that ~ace was limited, and due to this problem, the lesser used magazines 

and periodicals were moved to the basement of the Washington Square 

Branch Library. Also, space was rented in the Prange Building to ~elieve 

some of the pressure from the Van Deusen Librar,y. Perhaps some day the 

financial crisis wouldn I t be so crushing and ·the Board of ~cation would 

find the needed funds for a new building. 

I have stated previously that a librar.y is a life-blood of its community. 

In lalamazoo we find no exception. During the Depression years the 

Kalamazoo Public Library rendered valuable service to the citizens of 

the Kalamazoo community. The Reading Room became a popular spot for the 

idle citizens, and the topics read most concerned, of course, the Depression. 

They read newspapers, books, and magazines on such topics as socialism, 

democrac.y, economics, labor, and the like. Some were even interested in 

reading about communism. 

Another service rendered by the Library was its books on writing. 

Several of the unemployed borrowed books on Ithow to write" and decided 

to use their idle time constructively and spend their time writing. 

A librar.y may be the life-blood of a community, but books are the 
••••• 
40. Gazette, March 31, 1934, Scrapbook, vol. 2, p. 70. 
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life-blood of a library. Wi thout keeping abreast of the times with 

currently published books, a librar,y tends to lose some portion of its 

service. Such was the case at the Kalamazoo Public Librar,y in 1933, 

when it was decided that, since there was a definite shortage of funds, 

no more books could be purchased. This was decided in March and was 

to be in effect until the fiscal year ended on July 1, 1933.41 
At the 

beginning of the next fiscal year, 1933-34, it was decided that such new 

books as could be purchased would be placed on rental at 3¢ per book; 

in this manner the books would pay for themselves. 42 But the important 

thing ,was that new books, though at first few in number, would be coming 

into· the Library. 

The year 1932 was a fateful and sorrowful year for K~amazoo. Not 

only- did the community suffer from the Depression, but it suffered heavily 

at the death of Dr. William E. Upjohn. At the November 7, 1932 meeting 

of the Board of Education, a considerable portion of that me~ting was 

devotad to diSCUSSing the merits of this noted figure. Quoted from a 

resolution by the School Board is the following: "Our First Citizen ••• 

a man beloved fol:' his kind and sympathetic 'nature, for his unstinted 

benefactions toward those in distress, for his noble service to our local 

government, and for his many generous contributions toward the up~uilding 

and beautification of our city, ••••• "43 What better epithet could be 

said of a sincere man devoted to the welfare of his communi ty • He had 

contributed liberally to the Kalamazoo Public Library. 

These were definitely dark years. The Librar,y had to shorten its 

hours., due to the shortage of fin8nces~ and in .effect it was only open for 

patrons five ~s a week during 1934 and 1935. But not all hope was gone • 
••••• 
41. Gazette, March 15, 1933, Scrapbook, vol. 2; p. 62. 
42. Gazette, July 28, 1933, Scrapbook, vol. -2, p. 65. 
43. Bd. of Educ., ~. ~., fis. yr. 1932-33, p. 83. 
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In 1936 an optimistic attitude seemed to prevail and the Librar,y announced 

that it was looking ahead to a-better year. A six day week was resumed 

and the number of borrowers increased. Could it be that the l'lOrst now 

lay behind and that the coming years walld see a struggle again to reach 

the performance of the Twenties? The future seemed to hold the key. 

In February of 1937, an organization lmown as the -Friends of the 

Librar.y was formed, under the sponsorship of the Ame~can Association of 

Universi ty Women. The temporary chairman of this group was to be a Mrs. 

Bachelder. This organization was born to help the Public Library establish 

more firmly its relations with the community, and from time to time would 

sponsor a campaign to secure some money for the Library. I t proved to 

be a shot-in-the-arm for the Librar.y, as it showed the growing interest 

of the community in said institution. The Friends of t~e Library has 

continued to be a valuable asset to the Library right down to the present 

day. 

Miss Flora B. Roberts had now been with the Public Library for: 

. approximately -twenty years. She had been confronted with an enormous 

task during those busy years and she deserved a vacation. It was long 

overdue in coming, but at the Januar,y 1, 1938, meeting of the School 

Board, she was granted a leave of absence to be effective from February 

15, 1938 to September 9, 1938.44 She spent her vacation abroad in Europe. 

Miss Jeanne Griffin was appointed Acting Librarian for this period. 

One growing source of revenue for tpe Library was through the State 

of Michigan. The state government had always showed concern for the various 

libraries in the State and in 1937 a new law was passed by the Legislature 

whereby permanent aid wo~d be extended to these libraries. At that time 
J 

••••• 
44. Ditto., fis. yr. 1937-38, p. 84. 
45. Gazette, August 11, 1937, Scrapbook, vol. 2, p. 125. 
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the new law would boost the income of' the Kalamazoo Library to about 

$5,000 per year.45 The first check was received from the State in 1938.46 

It looked as if the Librar,y had finally found the road to recovery after 

the Depression. 

In 1939 there was a motion picture produced on the Kalamazoo Public 

Library which revealed the activities of that institution. The movie 

was 45 minutes in length and communicated to the viewer the work carried 

on, not only in the public eye, but behind the scenes as well. 47 Then, 

in December of that year, Miss Roberts showed the film at the Chicago 

meeting of the American Library Association. So, the Public Library has 

contributed in making the City of Kalamazoo lmown to other Americans. 

This year of 1939 was a revealing year for the Library in another 

way. At the July 17, 1939 meeting of the Board of Education, Miss 

Flora B. Roberts 'received approval to accept a cash donation for the 

erection of a display case at the southeast corner of Rose and South 

Streets. 48 At this meeting she also submitted plans for the proposed 

case. By November the display case was installed and ready for u~e. 

It was a heated installation, to keep boo~s at room temperature. Also, 

the lighting involved was a new type just recently demonstrated at the 

New York World's Fair, called fluorescent. 49 This was the only display 

case of its kind in the country; Kalamazoo had another first. 

People everywhere ~ere beginning to smile again. The big grin or 

heart.y laugh wasn't predominent yet, Qut the Depression had left its 

darkest hour behind and people were looking ahead optimistically. Money 

wasn't quite as scarce as it had been just a few years before, but there 
••••• 
46. 

47. 
48. 
49. 

Milestones in ~ HiStory of ~ Kalamazoo Public Library, 
p. 2. 
Gazette, Februar,y 27, 1939, Scrapbook, vol. 2, p. 191. 
Bd. of Educ., ~. ~., fis. yr. 1939-40, p. 2. 
Gazette, November 30, 1939, Scrapbook, vol. 3,p. 10. 
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was still much work to be done to erase the Depression from under the 

topic of "Cantemporary American History". Ho~ever, there was a new 

threat invading the security of the American, and this was to be found 

in the growing tension in ·Europe and East Asia. 
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Chapter 5: World War II Years at the Library 

The 30's or the·Dirty Thirties as they have been called by some, 

had disastrous effects not only in this country, but allover the globe. 

However, in the face of this, Europe saw a new Germany rise under the 

leadership of a fanatic, Adolph Hitler. To the German people he became 

their fuhrer, and to the free world he became a growing menace. 

In 1939 the Public Library received the unexpurgated version of 

~ K~~ and with Kalamazooans turning their thoug~ts abroad, there 

were alliayS several names on the waiting list to borrow said book. 

All America was hoping that it could st~ out of the European 

conflict. Japan was also becoming a threat in the Pacific area. Americans 

could just hope, pray, and keep their fingers crossed. But it all proved 

to be of no avail, as on December 7, 1941, the Nipponese staged their 

historic attack on Pearl Harbor. 

The war involved not only those at the front lines, but every American 

and every institution on the home front. The Kalamazoo Public Library 

now had an important role to play. In February, 1942, the Library had 

a radio installed for the benefit of its patrons. Its purpose was to 

inform those in the Library of the up-to-date war news; the radio being 

played thrice daily: at 10:00 a.m., 12:00 noon, and at 4:45 p.m.50 

Special efforts were taken by the Librar,y Staff to protect the books 

in case of an enemw attack on Kalamazoo. The most valuable collections 

were stored in the vault in the basement of the Library. 

The Library by the end of 1942 became the official War Information 

Center for the City of Kalamazoo. A huge red, white, and blue sign 

bearing the inscription, "War Information Center, II waa hung on the 
•••••• 
50. Gazette, February 4, 1942, Scrapbook, vol. 3, p. 58. 
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doorway of the Van Deusen building.51 And the staff performed their task 

diligently, furnishing all available information on the war. 

A new innovation called the Victor,y Book Drive was inagurated in 

April of 1942.52 The objective of this drive was to obtain from the 

ci tizens of Kalamazoo many books and magazines for the men in the Armed 

Services. Then, in 1943, there was a drive called the War Prisoners' Aid, 

sponsored by the New York Y.M.C.A. 53 Its purpose was to send books,_ 

many ·of an educational nature, to the G. I. • s held prisoner by the enemy. 

In ~his way they could continue their studies, instead of' merely passing 

away their idle time in prison compounds. 

In a secondary sense, the Kalamazoo Public Library became a recruiting 

offioe during the war. Many young aspirants would contact the Library 

to fin~ out about the different branches of service and how and where 

they might enlist. 

Any war has its refugees and this war was no exception. Kalamazoo, 

I might add, received her share of these displaced persons. And in the 

neighborhoods where these folks lived, the social adjustment was difficult 

and the crime rate higher than other parts of the ci ty. The Branch 

Libraries helped in this situation by offering service to those families 

who would seek it. 

In 1943 the Librar.y presented a film forum on World War II. It 
54 

was to contain eight films and last eight weeks. The meetings were 

held in the auditorium of the People's Ohurch, as there was not sufficient 

room in the Van Deusen building for such an undertaking. There was no 

admission fee for this series and all were welcome. It gave some families 

a chance to see where their kin folk were fighting • 
••••• 
51. 
52. 
53. 
54. 

Gazette, March 11, 1942, Scrapbook, vol. 3, p. 59. 
Gazette, April 16, 1942, Scrapbook, vol. 3, p. 60. 
Gazette, Februar.y 17, 1943, Scrapbook, vol. 3, p. 85. 
Gazette, March 14; 1943, Scrapbook, vol. 3, p. 37. 
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The Librar,y then decided. to sponsor a system whereby families who 

had lost a son in the war could place a book in the Librar,y in commem-

oration of the deceased. A sticker would be placed on the inside of the 

front cover showing whom the book was commemorating. The popular response 

to this benefitted both the Library and the several contributing families. 

The Library benefitted with the addition of many new books and the :'.'; 

families benefitted by leaving a permanent memorial to a loved one. 

Another campaign, entitled the Treasure Chest Book Campaign, was 

started in 1946. The system operated like this: books, magazines, and 

other reading material were collected on a local level, with many cities 

acroSs the country and in Canada participating. l·t was a venture f'or 

) Children, books collected from children to be shipped in a box or chest 

to the needy children in Europe. Miss Louise Singley, who was the director 

of work with children at the Public Library, was the leader of the local 

group.5? 

In~eed, the years of World War II were hectic ones. But the Kalamazoo 

Public Library had experience in meeting crises and this instance showed 

no exception. There were some other events connected with the Librar,y 

that weren' t directly related to the War effort. Back in 1940, at a . ~ 

School Board meeting, a Mr. F1eeny demonstrated the process of photo-

graphing newspapers on microfilm, and the projection of the film for 

reference purposes.56 Later, in 1946, the complete microfilm· of the :':. 

Kalamazoo Gazette was given the Librar,y by the Gazette. The set of 

microfilm covered the newspaper w~ back to 1834, and all the pages of 

ever" paper since that date were stored in a few fir~roof lockers. 

Previously, it had required some 528 cabinet spaces to' store the large 

collection of' bulky and f'lamable newspapers. The entire cost of the 
••••• 
55. Gazette, Februar,y 25, 1946, Scrapbook, vol. 3, p. 165. 
56. Bd. of Educ., ~. cit., fis. yr. 1940-41, p. 95. 
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microfilming pr ocess was covered by the Gazette, except that the Library 

had to purchase a Recordak Film Reader with State aid funds. 57 

But, perhaps the war years' most remembered event was t he resig-

nation of Flora B. Roberts as Head Librarian. At the December 15, 1941, 

meeting of the Kalamazoo Board of Educati on, ltLss Roberts presented her 

l etter of r esignation. The letter itself r eveals t he strong ;~ll and 

charact er of t his woman : 

"December 15, 1941 
To the Board of Education 
Kalamazoo School District 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 

Mrs. Fleugel and Gentlemen: 

As the t enure of my position of Librarian of t he Kal amazoo Public 
Library will have r ounded out t\~O dozen years on the first of February, 
1942 , I hereby present my resignation to take effect on that date, or 
not later than July 1, 1942, whatever s eems best for the inter est of t he 
Library. If the latter date i s chosen, i t will enable me to put the 
organization and records of the Library into a more finished state for 
my successor. 

My associations with this Board through the years of my administration 
of the Library, have been most gratifying in all ways. There have been 
times when I have regretted that the problems of the public school system 
loomed so large that they prevented the members of the Board from having 
a more intimate unders t anding of t he problems of the Library. However, 
through the years I have never found this Board unready to back the 
recommendat ions which I have brought to it, nor unwilling to allot to 
the Library as generous a budget as the funds available have permitted. 
The Kalamazoo Public Library has always had its share of the school 
tax monies, and this i s often not true of libraries subject to Boards 
of Education. 

I \·~sh also t o express my high appreciation of the courtesy and 
cooperation which I have, from t he very first, met ,lith Mr. (Harley) 
Anderson (long time Secretary of the Board) and his co-wor kers, in the 
business administrat i on of the School District, and Hr . (Loy) Norrix 
(current Superint endent of Schools) and his pr edecessors and many as socia
tions in the school administration. These experiences have added much 
to the day to day joy and content in my work . 

Such work as has been accomplished has been the work of the Staff 
of the Library, not the Librarian. I have often said I have been merely 
the lead dog, perhaps guiding the way and sometimes breaking the paths 
ahead. But the equal of t he loyalty, efficiency and enthusiasm which 

..... 
57. Gazette, April 6, 1946, Scrapbook, vol. 3, p. 168. 
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have been mine to lead is seldom found. So the results are ours not mine. 

The people of the community, too, have been generous in appreciation 
of the service we have attempted to give, and The Gazette, the one news
paper, has. never failed to aid our attempts to-riach the people. 

Indeed, the retrospect over the years again impresses me with a 
sense of the rare good fortune which brought me to Kalamazoo and this 
feeling is mixed with the other feelings of anticipation of the joy in 
freedom from routine and the dictatorship of the clock; freedom of responsi
bili ty to others, and the selfish pleasure I have in looking toward days 
in which I can do some of the many things which I have had to forego in 
the past years. 

I l00k to the future of the Library, under. the guidance of new 
enthusiasm and fresh ability. May the institution grow in power and 
influence, and become increasingly essential as a place fo~ the diffusion 
of information, education and culture ·to the community of Kalamazoo. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Flora B. Roberts ~8 

Librarian" ;J 

Most certainly this writer has never seen a more expressive letter 

of resignation. The Board accepted her resignation with sincere regret 

and discussed the excellence of her work. They decided that her resig-

nation should become effective on the latter date mentioned in her letter, 

July 1, 1942. 

The Friends of the Librar.y then held a farewell dinner fqr Miss 

Roberts. All members of the community were welcomed. The dinner was 

held on the 29th of :April at Walwood Hall and tickets for the affair 

sold at 85¢ a piece.59 

It was decided by the Board that Miss J eanneGriffin should be 

appointed as the new Head Librarian • 

••••• 
58. Bd. of Educ., ~. Ei:!?., fis. yr. 1941-42, p. 113. 
59. Letter from the Friends of the Librar.y, dated April 18, 1942, to 

the Kalamazoo Public Library, Kalamazoo Public Library Scrapbook, 
vol. 3, 'p. 62. 
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. Chapter 6: Growth and Expansion of the Kalamazoo Public Library to 1959 

For several years now there had been an ever increasing need for 

spac,e in the Public Library. Not only was it inadequate as far as 

available space went, but the Van Deusen Building was old and clamored 

for much needed repairs. As early as 1939, John E. Fetzer broadcast 

the needs of the Library over WKZO Radio at a Town Meeting progr~. 60 

There was the problem of storing thousands of volumes, some at the Washington 

Squar.e'Library, and some in buildings where the rental space was costly •. 

Something definitely had to be done to relieve the si tuation. In 1944, 

the Friends of the Library presented a brochure to the citizens of the 

Kalamazoo School District calling for a better Library. To illustrate 

the antiquity of the Van Deusen building, large tubs had to be used to 

catch the dripping water whenever it would rain. 

In 1944, a resolution was made at the October 2 meeting of the Board, 

to study the building ne'eds of the Library. The Board was to receive 

State finances to cover the preliminary plans, surveys, and estimates. 

The important thing to note about this meeting is that it was decided 

by the Board that any building built in the future for library purposes 

would be erected on the site where the Van Deusen building stood.
61 

Secretar,y Anderson reported a month later that tentative plans and estimates 

had been filed with the Michigan State Planning Commission. 

Two years later, in 1946, Miss Griffin was authorized to secure the 

estimated costs of modernizing a corner of the old Van Deusen Building 

as a browsing alcove. No one knew how many more years it would require 

to obtain the money from and the permission of the voters to erect a 

••••• 
60. Gazette, Februar,y 25, 1939, Scrapbook, vol. 3, p. 189. 
61. Ba, ot Educ., .2£- ~., fis. yr. 1944-45, p. 44. 
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new library building. So, it was decided that this remodeling should 

be undertaken at this time. A year later, it was decided that the roof 

of the Library should be repaired to stop the rain from coming in and 

I 
damaging the collections. 

1947 saw the community of Kalamazoo celebrating the 75th anniversar,r 

of the Librar,y as a Public Library. They set the date for the Anniversary 

Week' during the week of October 12. There was an anniversar,r dinner 

held at the Congregational Church house on October 16. The speaker for 

62 the evening event was Robert J. Blakely of Des Moines newspaper fame. 

This year also saw the establishing of a Living Memorial Committee, 

whose function was to study and propose a plan for a new library building 

as 'a living memorial to those men and women of Kalamazoo who lost their 

lives in World War II. Miss Jeanne Griffin, the Librarian, was author .. 

ized to supply all necessary information to this group.63 

The New Year's celebrations for 1948 had hardly quieted down when 

on January 5, Miss Jeanne Griffin, the Head Librarian, presented her 

let~er of resignation to the School Board. It was to become effective 

on April 30, 1948. Her resignation was accepted by the Board, but with 

sincere regrets. The college librar,y staffa from Western Michigan 

College and Kalamazoo College sponsored a coffee hour in her .. honor on 

March 7, in the Mandelle Library. 64 

The new Head Librarian was to be Mr. William Chait. He was offered 

the position at a starting salary of $4,800. His administration was to 

witness the growing struggle for the new/Library, and the long awaited 

passing of a bond issue by the voters for the erection of a new building. 

But ~ am getting ahead of my account • 
••••• 
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Mr. Chait immediately entered the building struggle by proposing 

to the School Board a City Library Tower. He said the rental received 

trom leasing office space in the ten story structure would help pay for 

the pr~ject, which in total would cost $5,000,000.65 He cited the John 

Crerar Library in Chi cago as a working example. Along with Mr. Chai t, 

Superintendent Norrix and Secretar,y Anderson were to investigate the 

feasibility of this plan. It was later reported that this proposal was 

much too 1 expensive and it was then dropped by the Board. 

Also in that year 1948, the Librar.y attempted, and I might add 

successfully, to reach more effectively the citizens of Kalamazoo. 

Mr. Chait was granted permission to buy a collection of thirteen radio 

transcriptions from the Chicago Public Library and present them to WKZO 

Radio for broadcast over that station. Dr. Dunbar was willing to conduct 

the show on Saturday afternoons at 1:30 p.m. These would be programs 

sponsored by the Public Librar,y, and the transcriptions themselves were 

a ''Meet the Author" series featuring fifteen minute interviews with 

famous authors. This undertaking was financed from funds received through 
66 

State aid. 

At the November 1, 1948 meeting of the School Board, Mr. Chait 

p.resented his Library ~ of Rights. The document follows an~ is seJ.t ... 

explanatory • 

nLIBRARY BILL OF RIGHTS -----
1. As a responsibility of library service, books and other reading 
matter selected should be chosen for values of interest, information 
and enlightenment of all the people of the community. In no case Should 
any book be excluded because of the race or nationality, or the political 
or religious views of the author • 

••••• 6,. Gazette, July 13, 1948, Scrapbook, vol. 4, p. 26. 
66. Bd. of Educ., £E. ~., fis. yr. 1948-49, p. 48, 49. 
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2. There should be the fullest practicable provision of material present
inga;tl points of view concerning the problems and issues of our times, 
international, national and local; and·.:bboks:"or:.other1·reading:.Jna'tterlof1 
sound factual authority should not be proscribed or removed from libraI'3l 
shelves because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval. ' 

3. Censorship of books, urged or practiced by volunteer arbiters of 
morals or political opinion or by organizations that would establish a 
coercive concept of "Americanism", must be challenged by libraries in 
maintainance of the responsibility to provide public information and 
enlightenment t~ough the printed word. 

4. 'Libraries should enlist the cooperation of allied groups in the fields 
of science, of education, and of book publishing in resisting all brigg
ment of the free access to ideas and full freedom of expreSSion that 
are the tradition and heritage of Americans. 

5. As an institution of education for democratic living, the librar,y 
should welcome the use of its meeting rooms for socially useful and cultural 
activities and discussion of current public questions. Such meeting 
places should be available on equal terms to all groups in the community 
regardless of the beliefs and affiliations of their members. 1101 

The Board accepted the document and recommended that it become the 

official Bill of Rights for the Kalamazoo Library. 

Then, in 1949, another step was made in the same direction. The 

Public Library adopted the Fair Employment Code, a localized version 

of the Fair Employment Practice Act. The Code stipulates that political, . 

religious, social, or marital status will not be considered in making 

appointments or dismissals of Library employees. All stafr members 

were placed on a 38 hour, five day week. Provisions were made for over-

time and an annual vacation of twenty days, with pay, was promised to 

all professional members. The retirement age was set at 10.08 The 

personnel at the Central High School Library were put on the regular 

ten month salar,r schedule as teachers. There was only one thing not t~ 

be tolerated of the Library employees and that was gum chewing. 

In this active year it was learned by the Librar.y that in their 

reading habits, Kalamazooans leaned to non-fiction. Their per capita 

borrowing index ranked third in the nation. In a list of 64 cities of 
••••• 
67. Ditto., fis. yr. 1948-49, p. 59. 
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the United States and Canada whose populations ranged between 35,000 

and 99~999, Kalamazoo placed third with an average per capita book and 

periodical circulation of 9~92. Of the cities listed the median per 

capita circulation was 5.62. The two highest cities on the list were 

Pasadena, California, where 14.66 items were circulated for each library 

user, and Hammond, Indiana, with a rating of 10.44. The survey also 

indicated that the average reader in Kalamazoo read 61% more non-fiction 

than fiction. The reader was mainly interested in enlightening himself 
69 

about his home, his children, and his work. 

1949 was a year of defeat for the Library and the Board of Education. 

In November a bond issue was presented to the Kalamazoo School District 

voters asking for $6,000,000 for new school buildings, additions, facilities, 

and a new library building. Mr. Chait estimated the cost of a new build

ing would be $740,000, including fUrniShings.
70 

But, as I stated above, 

the issue was defeated. The battle would have to commence allover again. 

While new and fresh discussion was being held during 1950 on the 

construction of a new librar.y. building, it was discovered that there would 

be a legal problem in the erection of such a building. When Dr. Van 

Deusen donated the money for the Library in the 19th centul7y., : he .~stiP~-

ulated the the Academy of Medicine be given a room "forever" in the 

building. This posed a legal problem, but all fears were dispersed 

when the Academy waived the technic ali ty, provided they would be guaranteed 

a room in any new building erected. 

It will be remembered that 1951 was the year that: President/TtlW11aD 

"fired" General Douglas MacArthur, during the Korean War. Immediately 

••••• 
69. Gazette, Ootober 21, 1949, Scrapbook, vol. 4, p. 103. 
70. Bd. of Educ., ~. ~., fis. yr. 1949-50, p. 82. 
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following the incident, Mr. William Chait reported, IIWe have been receiving 

phone call after phone call asking how a President is impeached and who 

would succeed him if he were impeached. n11 This revealed the aroused 

curiosity that typified Ameridans following the dismissal. 

There was a good note to 19$1 in Kalamazoo, and I might say an 

optimistic one. A bond issue vote was held on March 5, for $2,240,000, 

solely for the schools of the Kalamazoo District, and it passed the voters 

unscathed. I said it was optimistic, for it now showed that there was 

hope that the voters would pass a bond issue for a new librar,y.building. 

Not too much of importance can be said of 1952. One 1 tem worthy of 

note, however, was that Secretar,r Crawford of the School Board was author-

ized to take bids for the wrecking of the Library Annex and' the' barn. 

After the demolition was completed the land was to be used for a commercial 

parking lot. The site was at 341 South Rose Street. 

Th~ year 1953 was somewhat of a'passive one for the Librar.y, too. 

No outright mention was made of the crying need for a new Library ~ but 

such work as was accomplished toward that goal was carried on behind the 

scenes, and away from the public eye. Since the bond issue defeat in 

1949, it was thought that it would be best to keep the issue inert for 

a while. In the mean time, ·a.n adult discussion group on world politics 

was sponsored by the Librar,y. It was a ten week course, starting on 

October 1, and all who enrolled were to pay a $12.00 fee for materials. 72 

. Also in that year, it was decided that a filmstrip of Kalamazoo be 

produced to cover the history of this area from pre-historic days to 

the present. It was to be produced under the direction of Mr. Alex Praus, 

Museum Director, with help from both the Library and Museum staffs. The 

filmstrip, when completed, would be sold for the cost o:f production • 
••••• 
71. Gazette, April 12, 1951, Scrapbook, vol. 4, p. 206. 
72. Bd. of Educ., £2. ~., fis. yr. 1953-54, p. 31. 
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The following year was certainly an optimistic one. In January of 

1954, a bequest of $25,000 was left to the Library by Mrs. Winifred D. 

Wallace.73 Mr. Chait recommended to the Board that the sum form the 

nucleus of a building fund for a new Library. This idea was backed 

up a week ,later in a similar suggestion to the Board by the Kalamazoo 
i 

Federation of Labor. The $25,000 was put in a Library building fund 
I 

and the whole fund then invested in United States Savings Bonds, Series J. 

Thi~ bequest seemed to trigger an atmosphere of public interest toward 

a new Librar,y. The situation had definitely taken a turn for the better. 

Then in 1955 a gift of $73.37 was given by the Kalamazoo Toastmaster's 

Club, which in turn was putcinto the building fund and invested in 

Savings Bonds.74 

The whole situation seemed to be percolating now. It was announced 

in 1955 that Kalamazoo could have a new Public Library and Museum 

building to replace the old and congested structure at a tax cost that 

would not exceed $1.00 per $1,000 valuation assessed over five years. 

As I said, the community seemed now to respond to the need for a new 

Library, and the civic minded citizens organized the Kalamazoo CitizenS" 

Committee for the Public Librar,y. 

At the May 16 meeting of the Board, Mr. Eugene Malone, chairman of 

the Citizens' Committee, presented a report on the selection of architects 

for the new building. His committee also recommended October 3, 1955J 

as the date for a vote on a millage tax increase for the construction. 16 

In June it was decided that the Kalamazoo Library would be too small 

to enter into a long term lease for the operation of a parking lot on top 

of the new building. Other parking facilities were recommended by the 

••••• 
73. Gazette, Januar,y 10, 1954J Scrapbook, vol. 5, p. 108. 
74. Bd. of Educ., ~. cit., fis. yr. 1954-55, p. 94. 
75. Ditto., fis. yr. 1'954-55, p. 159. 
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Citizens' Committee. 

Plans for the proposed Public Librar.y were presented to the 

School Board at their July 25 meeting by Mr. Louis Kingscott and 

Mr. James Albert of Kingscott and Associates, architects. These were 

accepted by the Board as tentative, and Mr. Chait was to continue 

working with the architects. However, after the bond issue, other 

architectural firms were to be consulted, in order that the building 

might be erected within the funds available. The blueprints presented 

were preliminar,y ones and called for $1,198,832.00 for the project. 

The design of the building featured flexibility, where f'u ture additions 

or alterations could be made with the least amount of work and at a 

minimum cost. 

At the August 15 meeting of the·Board of Education a motion was 

passed to the effect that a special election be held for a new Librar,y 

and Museum building, as the old ones were obsolete, and that a sum of 

$1,200,000.00 would.be needed, and that the tax of 1 mill should be 

levied for five years to create a sinking fund for building purposes.76 

Also at this meeting the official date of the election was set for 

October 3, 1955, with the polls to be open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

There would be ten precincts, forming the School District, voting at 

this bond issue. 

October 3, 1955, appeared on the calendar. This was a day of lido 

or die" for all those who had worked so hard to make this bond issue 

a reall ty. A voter entering the polling places would be confronted 

wi th two different ballots, to be found in Appendix E • 

. The headlines of the Kalamazoo Gazette were indeed heartening on 

the following day. They said, "Voters Approve New Library and Museum". 77 
••••• 
76. Ditto., fis. yr. 1955-56, p. 26, 21. 
71. Gazette, October 4, 1955, Scrapbook, vol. 5, p. 208, 209. 
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The article in the Gazette then went on to say that the citizens of the 

School District of Kalamazoo could be very proud of themselves. The 

Distriot.~"coula:.;we11 afford to be proud, as it had made a long and cherished 

dream become a reality. 

The millage increase proposition carried 3,746 yes to 1,298 no 

(with 58 void), a total vote of 5,102. The sinking fund proposition 

carried 3,044 yes to 1,236 no (with 46 void), a total vote of 4,326. 

At the November 7;.meeting, Librarian Chait presented the time and 

job progress schedule for the new Library and Museum building. It 

read as follows. 

"December 1, 1955: 

April 1, 1951: 
July 1, 1957: 

January, February, 1958: 

March, 1958: 

April, 1958: 
August, 1959: 

begin legal action to clear the right of the 
Board of Education to remove the present 
library building. 
prepare final plans and working drawings. 
order steel book stacks to be set up in the 
temporary quarters, which would later be moved 
to the basement of the new library. 
examine plans and specifications for problems 
and omissions. Also, call for bids on the 
removal of the present library and museum 
buildings. 
move into temporary quarters. Remove the present 
buildings and prepare the site. Call for bids 
for the new building. 
start construction of the new building. 78 
complete the new building and move in." 

Louis C. Kingscott and Associates were employed by the School 

Board as architects for the project in this year, 1955. Also, the 

Academy of" Medicine was promised quarters in the new building. It will 

be remembered that they previously had a room in the Van Deusen building, 

and that the technicality involving them had been waived, so as to demolish 

the older building and erect the new. 

Early in 1956, Mr. Chait was authorized to buy the largest book-

mobile abailab1e, one that would house 3,000 to 3,500 volumes. In this 

way the Public Library hoped to contact more citizens and students of the 
••••• 
18. Bd. of Educ., ~. cit., fis. yr. 1955-56, p. 51. 
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School District. Some mention of a bookmobile had been'made in 1948, 

but for financial reasons the issue was postponed. Now therelwas mone.y 
\ 

available from the Michigan State aid fund. The boolanobile was to be 

27 feet in length, and was to be purchased from the Gerstenslager 

Company of Wooster, Ohio, for $16,144.34.79 The new vehicle was to be 

open1to inspection by the public on November 23, 1956, thereafter to 

be in continuous service to the Kalamazoo community. Librarian Chait 

announced that Mr. Bernard Oppenneer would be. the Boolanobile Librarian 

and would be in charge of ordering books and organizing the "library 

on wheels'!. 

It was in the summer of 1956 that the argument over the location 

for the new building conunenced. In July, A. Robert Corstange, vice-

president in charge of real estate for the First National Bank and 

Trust Company of Kalamazoo, offered to purchase the present site for 

$304,260 and to convert it into downtown commercial property. The Board 

of Education, however, would not sell. Mr. Corstange, of the bank, 

said the property would be invaluable for conunercial usage. Mr. Chait 

responded by saying that it was most valuable to have the new Librar,y 

and Museum building on the present site, where it would be close to 

the downtown area where the shoppers congregate. To move the Librar,y 

further away from the business district would mean that fewer people 

would frequent the Librar,y. The alternate site proposed was the ground 

on South Park Street between Lovell and South Streets. Then, in July, 

the Chamber of Commerece proposed a Library Site Study Group. Finally, 

the Bo~d of' Education let it be known that when plans were made con

cerning a future library building back in 1944, it was the decision 
••••• 
79. Ditto., fis. yr. 1955-56, p. 137. 
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of the Board that the new building would be erected on the present 

site. This most certainly ended the debate. 

But during it all, on June 25, 1956 Mr. William Chait presented 

his resignation, to become effeotive on October 31, 1956.
80 

He announced 

that he was going to Dayton, Ohio, where he would become the Director 

of the Dayton Public Library. He denied that the site controversy had 

had anything to do witlt his resignation. Indeed, Mr. Chait had worked 

ver.y hard to get this new Librar,y for Kalamazoo and a dinner was held 

in his honor on October 30, at the First Presbyterian Church house. 

Mr Mark Crum of Charleston, West Virginia, was the unanimous 

choice of the Board to succeed William Chait as Director of Libraries. 

His employment was to become effective on October 28, and his salary 

for the first year was scheduled at $8,000.00. 81 

There was one other important event which sparked the year 1956 .. 

Mrs. Otis A Earl bequeathed $1,000.00 to the Library in August. This 

sum, like the others received in recent years, was invested in U.S. 

Savings Bonds, series J, and placed in the building fund.
B2 

1957 started on a sad note for the Library and its friends. In 

January, Miss Flora B. Roberts, ex-librarian, passed away at the age of 

84. It is interesting to note that, in 1942, Miss Roberts had been 

awarded an honorary Master of Arts Degree by Kalamazoo College at its 

l06th annual commencement.83 'In honor of Miss Roberts, the Kalamazoo 

Public Library Staff Association sponsored a memorial fund. It was 

said that if contributions were sufficient, a permanent memorial 
••••• 
80. Ditto., fis. yr. 1955-56, p. 202. 
81. Ditto., fis. yr. 1956-57, p. 39. 
82. Ditto., ris. yr. 1956-57, p. 23. 
83. Gazette, ~anuar,y 20, 1957, Scrapbook, vol. 6, p •. 74. 
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would be incorporated in the new Public Library and Museum building. 

(When doing research for this seminar paper, I learned that the history 

collection room at the new Library where I worked, would probably 

become.the Flora B. Roberts Room.) 

In May of 1951, the preliminar,y plans, as presented by Louis C. 

Kings~ott and Associates, were accepted by the School Board. The original 

cost was to have been $1,521,800, in July, for the project.84 In 

December of that year the final plans and specifications for the building 

were accepted by the Board. 

Early in 1958 the Public Library packed up all of its belongings 

and moved into its temporary quarters in a building owned by Grace 

Enterprisis, Inc. (or The Grace Corset Company) at Eleanor and Church 

Streets. The School Board leased approximately 22,560 sq. ft. of space 

from Grace Enterprises. The cost of moving to the temporary quarters 

was $10,000. 85 

The bids for the contracts for the project were received at 2:00 p.m. 

on January 21, 1958, by the School Board. The Miller-Davis Company 

was ~warded as general contractor for the building at a bid price of 

$181,450.00. The Miller-Davis PlumbiDg and Heating Company received· 

the contract for the mechanical work at a bid of $267,543.00. The 

Sanderson Electric Comp~ received the electrical contract for a 

price of $108,719.00. Finally, the Independent Elevator COmpany was 

awarded the contract for elevators at $31,683.00.86 

In March of 1958, it was reported that some of the Van Deusen 

Library's mosaic windows were being preserved. Stored were three 
••••• 
84. Gazette, July 23, 1951, Scrapbook, vol. 6, p. 99. 
85. Bd. of Educ., .2£. cit., fis. yr. 1957-58, p. 14~ •. c."." 

86. Ditto., fis. yr. 1951-58, p. 160, 161. 



-39-

windows which symbolically portrayed the fields of chemistr.y, engineering, 

and geometry. The window that formerly was over the stairway of the 

old Van Deusen building would be put on exhibition in the new Museum. 

This window portrayed swallows in flight over a body of water. 

The cornerstone of the new Library and Museum building was to be 

a museum in itself. Alex Praus, Director of the Musewn, selected the 

articles to be placed in the stone. Those items interred included 

tape recordings, films, and publications, all to show the Kalamazooan 

of 2058 A.D. just what this city was like in the year 1958. The 

cornerstone was already cast and inscribed by September 1958. The 

inscription read, "Public Library and Museum." The Citizens I Committee 

for the Public Library and Director Crum wanted the stone recast to 

say "Kalamazoo Publfc Library and Museum, II however, Mr ~ Crum reported 

that it would cost $1,000.00 to have the stone recast. 87 So it was 

decided by the Board of Education that the original cornerstone be used. 

Also in this busy yeax of 1958, the Kalamazoo Amateur Astronomical 

Association and the Kalamazoo Foundation donated funds for a planetarium 

to serve the ci tizens of the conununi ty and to be housed on the second 

noor of the new building. The instrument was a Spitz Planetarium, 

Model A-2, and cost $19,716.50. The Planetarium could seat 85 people, 

and the large flexible auditorium, just across the hall from the Planet-

arium, could seat 370. 

The year 1959 brought to this conununi ty a new Public Library and 

Museum building. It is a beautiful structure and certainly one in which 

the entire conununity can take pride. At the 1-1ay 5, 1959 meeting of the 

Board of Education, said group officially accepted the new building • 

••••• 
81~'-·;-·Ditto., fis. yr. 1958-59, p. 30. 



-40-

The building program had moved rapidly and the Library was ready for 

occupancy and to serve Kalamazoo in May, 1959. This was ahe~d of the 

original schedule, which called for completion of the building in 

August. 

The week of May 24 through May 29 was set aside as Dedication Week 

for the new Library and Museum building. The actual dedication of 

the building occurred on Sunday, May 24, at 3:00 p.m. The principal 

speaker was Mr. Ralph Munn, Director of the Carnegie Library in Pittsburgh, 

and his topic for the dedication address was "Taxes for a Civilized 

Society". 

Then, on June 1, the School Board dismissed, with tremendous gratitude, 

Mr. Eugene Malone and his Kalamazoo Citizens' Committee on the Public 

Librar,y. Their task had been a difficult one, as they had conducted 

the campaign to secure passage of the bond issue in 1955. Truly, this 

group of civic minded citizens share the deep pride of their fellow 

Kalamazooans in the saying, "Life is good in Kalamazoo. II 

The plaque which was placed in the Library and Musewn building 

reads as follows: 

KALAMAZOO PUBLIC LIBRARY AND MUSEUM 

A DIVISION OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF KALAMAZOO 

THIS LIBRARY .. MUSE,1JM BUILDING REPLACED THE ONE IDNATED BY DR. 
AND MRS. E. H. VAN DEUSEN IN 1893. AN ADDITION 'ID THE ORIGINAL SITE 
WAS MADE POSSIBLE THROUGH THE GENEROSITY OF DR. W. E. UPJOHN. IN 
1955 THE CITIZENS OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF KALAMAZOO 
VOTED FUNIS FOR THE ERECTION OF THIS BUILDING FOR THE EDUCATION, 
INSPIRATION AND RECREATION OF FUTURE GENERATIONS. 

DEDICATED, MAY 24, 1959 
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Chapter 7: Retrospect and Prospect 

Most assuredly the Kalamazoo Public Librar,y has an impressive past 

upon which it can look and admire. It seems altogether fitting that 

this 'brea~~se·· should be produced almost one hundred years to the day 

from the establishing of the Library by the Kalamazoo Board of Education. 

Although it was not a pub~c library until 1872, the groundwork was 

laid and the nucleus formed in March of 1860. 

Throughout these past years, the Librar,y has served both the citizens 

and students of the Kalamazoo School District. And I tnight add, this 

institution has served superbly. It has striven in every manner possible 

to reach every family and present to them services to help enhance 

their understanding of themselves, their fellow man, and nature. The 

cosmos is a curious thing and its components even more curious. The 

Library has offered, and will continue to offer, aids by which man can 

understand this mysterious entity. 

While speaking with Mr. Mark Crum, Director of Libraries, I 

learned somewhat of the Librar.y1s future. He cited four programs which 

he would like to see undertaken in the near future. The first of these 

is the establishing of a branch librar,y in the northwest perimeter of 

Kalamazoo. Its purpose, of course, would be to bring the Library and 

its services closer to the citizens in this growing area. At present 

there are two Branch Libraries: the Washington Square Branch Library 

at 1244 Portage Street, and the East Branch Library at 1719 East Main 

Street. Also, there are the school libraries, the largest being the 

Central High School Librar.y, which operate in several of the schools 

throughout the District. These school libraries are open every day 

that school is open, and are managed by professionally trained personnel. 
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In addition to the school libraries, there are the school stations. 

These are located in some schools, but are not open every school ~. 

A scho~l station is simply a room at a given school with some books, 

and usually a non-professional library worker will visit there one 

or two 9ays a week and open the room for students to borrow and return 

books. 

Secondly, he discussed the possibility of a county Library in 

Kalamazoo, to serve all the residents of the county. Residents could 

then' either come to Kalamazoo directly to borrow a book, or their home

town library would be able to send to the county Library and borrow 

the book for the individual. This is only one phase of an even larger 

plan. Mr. Crum foresees the day when there will be a library's library, 

perhaps where one library would do nothing but loan books to its member 

libraries. This could be arranged on the state level, and possibly 

even on a national level. The individual would then have all facets 

of information at his .finger.',tips, no matter where he resided. 

A third area of our discussion centered around the flexibility of 

the present librar.y building. It has a good deal of space on the second 

floor which could be adapted to reading rooms with ver,y little effort. 

The space is currently used for offices and storage, but the ceiling 

height, the lighting, and,the color scheme, is readily adaptable for 

use as reading rooms. Also, no doubt, there 'will'.)be an addition built 

to the present structure at some future date. The southwest corner 

of the building is constructed so as to make annexation of an addition 

quite a simple matter. 

Finally, Mr. Crum discussed that he would like to 'see a more 

democratic organization of the personnel in the Librar,y system. He 

said that as the organization is now, the different departments have 
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little authority without his approval or disapproval on aQY action. 

He would like to see the various departments obtain more authority 

over their own individual actions. 

Clearly then, the years ahead will be interesting ones. There 

is no doubt in my mind that the Kalamazoo Public Librar} will con

tinue to expand into the community, and through the understanding and 

appreciation of that community, be utilized, admired, and respected 

in a greater sense than ever before. 
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Appendix A 

Circulation Statistics of the Kalamazoo Public Library 

FiscAA ~ Circulation - ~ Capita Resistration Volumes 

1919 194,029 3.8 9,359 50,000 

1920 211,313 13,067 

1921 236,884 4.1 16,159 

, " 1922 265,421 5.3 19,400 .' .1 

1923 281,262 5.6 19,338 65,000 

1924 295,400 5.9 20,006 

1925 312,431 6.0 21,229 80,000 

1926 342,844 6.3 22,242 

1921 365,166 6.6 22,662 

1928 445,343 8.0 24,253 

1929 481,240 8.4 25,130 94,213 

1930 505,815 8.4 100,000 

1931 583,429 9.1 28,343 105,930 

1932 660,900 10.6 29,119 112,050 

1933 116,348 11.~ 30,592 114,110 

1934 617,803 9.8 29,108 113,713 

1935 555,811 8.8 29,182 114,292 

1936 564, 208 8.95 28,550 111,601 

1931 574,370 9.1 28,364 

1938 , ,622,447 9.8 30,035 123,719 

1939 616,590 10.1 30,544 128,130 

1940 111,148 11.8 30,944 131,304 

1941 106,922 li.7 25,061 134,004 
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~ 
Fiscal Year Circulation - Per Capita Registration Volumes -

1942 659,973 10.99 24,316 132,952 

1943 597,085 9.95 24,255 140,962 

'19h4 578,775 9.65 22,187 135,653 

1945 580,435 9.67 15,821 138,993 

1946 578,777 9.65 18,262 . 142,920 

1947 610,616 10.0 19,935 147,771 

1948 595,103 9.92 19,848 151,623 

1949 611,856 10.2 20,501 148,355 

1950 629,942 10.5 19,700 136,082 

1951 628,151 9.7 19,937 142,293 

1952 584,343 9.0 19,536 142,007 

1953 633,232 9.8 19,913 150, 829 

1954 705,186 10.9 21,916 152,126 

1955 740,240 1l.4 24,288 154,630 

1956 763,321 10.2 26,039 163,130 

- These statistics could not be found 

~ 



~46-

Appendix B 

Annual Kalamazoo Public Library Fund as Allocated by the Kalamazoo 

Board of Education 

Fiscal Year Amount Fiscal Year Amount 

1920 $32,268.99 1940 $83,627.16 

1921 $35,062.95 1941 $83,276.62 

1922 $42,299.28 1942 $86,043.27 

1923 $45,875.49 1943 $85,366.50 (Approx.) 

1924 $44,565.16 1944 $88,624.35 (Approx.) 

1925 $51,599.12 1945 $98,566.52 

1926 $54,698.68 1946 $100,254.87 

1927 $59,478.91 1947 $115,772.17 

1928 $.73,059.76 1948 $153,719.07 

1929 $78,804.27 1949 $160,182.31 

1930 $80,349.21 1950 $178,360.35 

1931 $82,590.56 1951 $169,988.43 

1932 $84,053.19 1952 $186,662.77 

1933 $64,541.43 1953 $165,401.52 

1934 $52,236.65 1954 $191,370.64 

1935 $55,174.83 1955 $212,487.82 

1936 $68,292.71 1956 $233,1l5.91 

1937 $71,185.57 1957 $212,266.15 

1938 $17,041.02 1958 $293,410.90 

1939 $82,469.31 1959 $309,356.51 
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Appendix C 

Annual Enrollment for all Schools in the Kalamazoo Public School-

District 1918 to 1959 

Year Membership Year Membership -
1918 6,598 1939 9,757 

1919 6,951 1940 9,665 

1920 7,337 1941 . 9,462 

1921 7,483 1942 9,262 

1922 7,733 1943 9,226 

1923 7,929 1944 9,1l3 

1924 8,007 1945 9,067 

1925 8,226 1946 9,415 

1926 8,884 1947 9,719 

1927 9,224 1948 9,638 

1928 9,512 1949 9,539 

1929 9,766 1950 9,623 

1930 9,878 1951 10,102 

1931 10,090 1952 10,706 

1932 10,224 1953 11,366 

1933 10,194 1954 12,013 

1934 10,424 1955 12,702 

1935 10,672 1956 14,514 

1936 10,500 1957 16,520 

1937 10,226 1958 17,168 

1938 "9,980 1959 17,513 
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Appendi x D 

Graph Showing Relation of the Depr ession t o the Kalamazoo Public Library 
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Appendix E 

Official Ballots fo r Kalamazoo Public Li brary and Museum Bond I ssue 
1955 

OFFICI AL BALLOT 
111LLAGE INCREASE PROPOSI TION 

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE CI TY OF KAL_~ZOO 
KALAMAZOO COUNTY, 111 CHIGAN 

I NSTRUCTION TO VOTER : MARK A CROSS I N THE SQUARE TO THE LEFT OF 
THE HORD "YES" OR "NO ". 

SHALL THE LIMITATION ON THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF TAXES l,~T!ICH MAY BE 
ASSE:SSED AGAI NST ALL PROPERTY I N THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF 
KALAMAZOO , KALAMAZOO OOUNTY, MICHIGAN, FOR ALL PURPOSES, EXCEPT PAY
MENT OF OBLIGATIONS INCURRED BEFORE DECEMBER 8, 1932 , BE I NCREASED, 
AS PROVIDED BY SECTI ON 21, ARTICLE X, OF THE OONSTITUTION OF MICHIGAN , 
BY ONE- TENTH PERCENT ( .1%), OR ONE ( 1 ) MILL, OF THE ASSESSED VALUATION, 
AS EQUALIZED, OF ALL PROPERTY IN THE SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR A PERIOD OF 
FI VE (5) YEARS , FROM 1956 TO 1960, BOTH I NCLUSIVE, TO BE USED FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF PROVIDI NG FUNDS FOR FINANCING THE OONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPPING 
OF A PUBLIC LIBR>l.RY - MUSEUH BUILDING FOR SAID SCHOOL DISTRICT? 

D YES 
o NO 

OFFI CIAL BALLOT 
SINKING FUND PROPOSITION 

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF KALAMAZOO 
KALAHAZOO OOUNTY, MICHIGAN 

I NSTRUCTION TO VOTER : MARK A CROSS IN THE SQUARE TO THE LEFT OF 
THE WORD "YES " OR "NO " . 

SHALL THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF KALAMAZOO, KALAMAZOO 
OOUNTY, MI CHIGAN , LEVY ONE MILL ON THE ASSESSED VALUATION , AS EQUALI ZED, 
OF ALL PROPERTY IN THE SCHOOL DISTRICT TO CREATE A SINKING FID,D FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF THE OONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPPING OF A PUBLIC LIBRARY -
MUSEUH BUILDING FOR SAID SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR THE PERIOD OF FIVE (5) 
YEARS , FRml 1956 TO 1960, BOTH INCLUSIVE? o YES 

n NO 
- , 
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Appendix F 

Employees at the Kalamazoo Public Librar,y (at Central) 

Fiscal Year Employees Fiscal Year Employees -
1918 10 1938 21 

1919 16 1939 21 

1920 11 1940 22 

1921 II 1941 21 

1922 1942 22 

1923 1943 27 

1924 13 1944 26 

1925 11 1945 26 

1926 13 1946 26 

1927 16 1947 26 

1928 16 1948 29 

1929 19 1949 29 

1930 21 1950 27 

1931 19 1951 27 

1932 23 1952 24 

1933 22 1953 24 

1934 19 1954 23 

1935 18 1955 23 

1936 19 1956 23 

1937 20 1957 25 

- These statistics could not be round 

This App.endix (F) does not include part time 
help, pages, maintainance, or the Branch 
Library workers. The statistics in this 
Appendix are as accurate as could be found. 
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