








Tuesday, December 10, 1957 KALAMAZOO COLLEGE INDEX 3 -
Six Characters in Search 01 An Author 
A Review by Robert Renk 

Certainly no one, under any circum
stances, would deny the novelty of an 
e,'ening spent with the theatre of 
Luig:i Pirand('110. liowe"er, the "alue 
of such an evening depends larg:ely on 
the aCtors' ability to creatc a "ivid in. 
terpretation of character, an interpre· 
tation whose basic concern is to make 
illusions of the stage more compelling 
than apparent reality. In the opening 
production of the 1957·58 season, the 
College Players did an admirable job 
in mceting this most difficult demand 
of the stage. 

Each character in Six Charaeten i .. 
Search of an Author has his own in· 
terpret;ltion of a sordid group of 
evenn in the life of one family. The 
charactcrs hope that the director of 
an acting company will become their 
adopted author so that they may live 
in their situations with a mome11\ of 
truth. The play revoil'es around each 
characters' self.juiitification of his ac· 
tion in circumstances that ill\"oh'e 
everything from adultcry to suicide. 
The problem of (lisco\'er ing the truth 
about the original el'ent' is compli_ 
cated as the focus shifts from the 
Father, to the Step·daughter, to 
Mother, Son and small children; the 
characters become less able to express 
themselves; and ironica!1y the small 
boy whose suicide i:i the most tragic 
action in the play is completely unable 
to gi,'e his justification in words. The 
task of presentation i~ made douhly 
difficult for th~ actors who play the 
six characters. It is essential that the 
characters' positions afe J"lfesented "ith 
a reality that secms truer than the 
or iginal illusioll of reality represented 
by the director and his acting com-

Silt Character. in S .... rch of an Au. 
thor is a play of contrasts: hetween 
philosophy and animal passions: be· 
tween levell of reality: betwcen the 
articulate and the inarticulate; and be· 
tween tragedy and comedy. The pro· 
duction would have been more effective 
if thes~ contrasu had been more 

dcveloped. Pirandello once 

said that the saddest sight was ··Laugh· 
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ter on the face of a ntan." Only "hen 
the basic contrasts !J.ecome utlmistake· 
ably clear does one hegin to feel the 
significallce of the play ill terms of 
Pirandello's words. 

The Father is at the sallie time the 
most illusory and the most realistic 
character. He is at ollce a philosopher 
and a sensualist - a peculiarly italian 
combination. In his first college pro. 
duction, .'.Ir. Leffel gave a commend· 
able performance in this very difficult 
role. His f1reselltation wu imposing 
enough to command attcmion during 
the rather complex philosophical lints. 
lie 5c1dom let the wordiness of .the 
lines stifle the rca lit y of the 
character: and certainly this could 
easily happen in a weak presentation. 
The father is e$~entially a dynamic 
personality, anti without a dramatic 
portrayal the philosophical side of the 
charal;ter tends to become o\"trbcaring. 
The I;haracter of the father could 
have heen nlore ,h·id if Mr. Leffel had 
been more animated in his facial ex· 
pre~5ions and tone. In defense of Mr. 
Leffel's performance, one realizes that 
voict and facial comrol only comes 
from a considerable amount of the. 
atrical experience. ~Ir. Leffel is a wel
c01l\e addition to the college's acting 
community. 

Veteran performer Sally Wilson's 
portrayal of the Step·daughter can per. 
hap~ best be described, in terms of an 
automobile manufacturer's popular slo· 
gan, as "sweet, smooth. and sassy." 
~'iss Wilson effectively presented a 
picture of the sultry sophistication of 
a respectahle girl turned cynic because 
of the economic !leces.it}' to compro_ 
mise her ,'irtue. Certainly one must 
give credit to any al;tress who can 
transform some quite innocent lyrics 
from South Pacific: into an upbeat 
vamp. \Vith her range of dramatic ex· 
pression, .'.[iss \Vilson is the mOSt ma
ture member of the cast. Her style is 
flexible enough to give credulity to the 
wide variations in emotions that are 
revealed in the Step.daughter. The 
contrast between the Step·daughter 
playing the shameless flirt, and the 
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Step·daughter with gentle compassion 
for her small si~ter was most effect· 
ively executed. 

Mr. Kelin, as the Director of the act~ 
ing company, validly presellted the 
comic exasperation of the man whose 
job it ... ,as to put sUllie theatrical order 
in the unorthodox situation of six 
characters without an author. lie kept 
the action of the play moving at are· 
~pectable pace, and he ably supported 
the comic situations that give one of 
the essential contrasts in the play. 
However, the part seems to call for a 
little more dramatic flexibility than .'.Ir. 
Kelin displayed. During a large part of 
the play the Director is sincerely in· 
terested in the problem of the char· 
acter, and ~lr. Kelin was not quite 
serious enough at these times. 

Ai the Mother, Miss Grau com'eyed 
Ilith fine sen~ith'it}" the pathC"tic silUa. 
tion of a woman who is (aught UI) in a 
whirl of e,'ents whose meaning she sim
ply cannot grasp. The hard cynicism of 
the Son was presented with a cold 
realism by Mr. Eads. However. Mr. 
Kads tone and articulation was not al· 
ways in harmony with his his sinister 
countenance. Mr. Clapp, as the leading 
man. :\fiss Lodge as t he Leading 
\Voman, and Miss Smith as Madame 
Pace, were satisfactory in their pans. 
On the second night, when this critic 
attended. ~Iark Van Liere and Barbara 
Simpson, as the two children, wer~ en· 
tirely captivating. The rest of th~ com· 
pany, Including Virginia Phil!ips, Don 
Fonda, Nancy Blackwood, Janet Ad· 
ducci, Peter Wolcott. Phil Steffy, 
Lynn Spitz· Nagel. Richard Currie and 
Bill Vincent wcre ~atisfactory in their 
respecti"e parts. 

As a first play, Si" Ch .. rncten in 
Search of An Author wa~ a most 
formidable challenge to the College 
Players. If the Players colltinue to 
meet the dramatic challe nge with the 

ability and determination displayed in 

thi~ first production, the students if 

the college will be similarly challenged 

to give t he PlayC"rs their most enthus· 

iastic support. 
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The Entertainment World 

by Bill VinceDt York for Ch~istmas, tllere are many 
Two fin~ audiences showed up to see fine new shows on Rroadway. The top 

Six Ch.ractera In S ... rch Of An Au. 
thor and found it well worth the 
money they spent. N"early seventy 
first.nighters stayed lor the coffel"
critique after the play and found it 
stimulating and informathe. The sec
ond nighters. while missing this extra 
added attraction got an untxpected one 
in return as smoke filtered into the 
room from a waste papcr ba~ket fire 
started by Ihe cigarette of a car~less 

actor who disregarded no ~moking 

rules. 
• • • 

I\ow pla)'ing at the Cil'h' is Janus a 
very funny sexuation comedy. It is 
the story of a man and woman who 
come 10 I\ew York, OSlensibly to at· 
tend summer coursC"s at Columbia. 
Actually they meet there every SllnUller 
and write racy hiqor;cal nO"els undtr 
the singularly appropriate \)enname, 
Janu~. \Vhat is morc, their collabora· 
tion doesn't stop at \lriting books. He 
li\"e~ in the apartment abo"e hers and 
comes down in a dumb·waiter at her 
signal. The fun begins when her hus· 
band arril'es unexpectedly to visit her 
and finds a strange man coming down 
to visit her in the dumb-waiter with 
:tn armload of groceries \Vhat hap· 
pens then must be seen to be enjoyed. 

Playing the leads in Janus are three 
Civic veterans, John Marshall, John 
\Velch and Barbara Donahue. who was 
excellent in last year's Wit ...... Fo .. Th .. 
Prosecution. Directing. of course, is 
Burt French. 

• • • 
The Capitol Thcatre has resumed its 

foreign film program after taking the 
week of Thanksgiving to fulfill pre_ 
vious commitments. 

This we.::k will featllre The Riling 
or The Moon, a trilogy of stories 
by I rish writers and played by 
Abbey Players. It is introduced 
by Tyrone Power and was directed by 
John Ford, who cal1 ~ it "the best thing 
I have ever done:' Iligh praise, indeed 
from a man whose credits include How 
Green W .. My Valloy and Tho Grape. 
of Wrath, just to name two. 

Now playing at the State is The 
Joker Is Wild, the biograllhyof Joe E. 
Lewis, who is played by Frank Sinatra. 
Also in the cast are ~Iitzi Gaynor, 
Gaynor, Jeanne Crain and Eddie Al
bert. 

• • • 
For those of you going to I\ew 
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two musicals are Well Sid .. Story and 

Jamaica which staTS Ricardo Montalban 

and Ihe fabulous Lena Horne. 

The best straight play~ $0 far arc 

Look Back In Anger, Th.. Rope, 

Da ncers, which stars Siobhan Mc. 

Kenna and Art Carney, and Look 

Homewnd Ang .. l, Ketti Fring's adapt· 

ation of Thomas \Volfe'$ novel, star· 

ring Jo Van Fleet and Anthony Per· 

kins. 

The best comedies are Fa ir Game 

with Sam Levene, Tim .. Rememb .. red 

with llelel1 Ilayes and Susan Stras

burg, The Country Wife with Julie 

Harris, Pamela Brown and Lawrence 

Harvey, and ~Iiss Isabel1, with the in· 

comparahle Shirley Rooth. 

If you are going to Chicago, the of· 

ferings arc My F .. ir Lady (if you can 

gtt tickets) with Rrian Aherne and 

Anne Rogers, and The Di .... y Anne 

Anne Rogers. and The Dia..,. or Ann .. 

Frank "ith Joseph Schildkraut. 

• • • 

To cor rect a mistake in the last col
umn, Jane Mansfield's finance is 
~Iickey Hargitay, not Mickey Shaugh· 
nessy, \\"ho probably would have been 
a little overwhelmed to suddenly find 
himself engaged to our blonde buxolll 
Jane. 

AT THE 

CAPITOL 
WED., THUR. " FRio 
2:00 and 8 :00 P.M. 

THE PLAYERS OF THE 
ABBEY COMPANY 

IN 
JOHN FORO'S 

"THE RISING 
OF THE MOON" 

WITH AN INTRODUCTION 
BY TYRONE POWER 

''THE BEST THING I'VE 
EVER DONE" 
JOHN FORO 

PLUS 

" SOUTH OF THE 
HIMALAYS" 

• • • 
" DIVIDED BY THE SEA" 

• • • 
"CALYPSO CRUISE" 

Due to Holiday Commitments 
the mid · week policy will be 
cancelled until after the first 
of the year. 

GRANO RAPIDS $3.60 
CLEVELAND 1.15 
NEW YORK 21.75 
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. 25.35 
SAN FRANCISCO $50.00 

ANN ARBOR 
CHICAGO 
MUSKEGON 
ST. LOUIS 
FORT WAYNE 

$2.95 
4.25 
2.60 

10.10 
3.60 

All prie •• ptu il t.ax 

GREYHOUNDS 
CENTRAL GREYHOUND LINES 

318 W. MICH. I 

Ifs such a comfort to take the bus, , . and leave the driving to us! 
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• Dales Get Bowl Bid Volleyball Underway In WRA MIA A Basketball Preview 
Monday niglllS ar~ Volleyball nights 

for all women who wi~h to get in some 
fUll and recreation, Volleyball seasOIl 
started .iI1oH:mber 18th with eight 
teams represcnliug the three societies, 
the rre~hmen and the independent 
women. A-I, A-2, 8-1, and B.:2 are the 
names ghcn to the four teams repre
senting the freshmen. 

The volleyball tournament is set up 
aceording to the "round robin" system 
so that each team plays every other 
team entered, oncc. The ..... inller of the 
tournament will be that team gaining 
Ihe mon points. Points are :u;:cum
ulated for games played, games won, 
and points are subtracted for games 
forfeited. 

According to Priscilla Price, man
ager of the tournament, "There seems 
to be a great deal of interest and en
thusiasm in getting out and playing. 
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love you and Iwo or mare of 
your fri end. 25% On round· lri p 
coa ch lic~e t •. ' · h,cepl for local 
Irip. thai origina te a nd termi. 
nole be tween New York ond 
Wolhington ond points eo.1 of 
l Oneo! ler, Po. ) 

COACH PARTY FARES 
love ea ch person in your group 
of 25 or more 28% of regular 
round· trip fa re. 

r---------------------____ a_a' 
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Hove 0 " p arty " whi le you 
Iro"'e l l En ioy fi ne foo d." 
delightfUl r e freshm e nt, . .. 
happy talk. A ... oid worry about 
t ra ffic co ngelHon, hig hwoy 
hOJ.o.d" ond weother condilion .. 

Alk yo .. r loca l IIck. 1 ar Ira ... . ' 
o"'nl N O W o"oul Ih ... "nol 
m.n.y· . .. ... ,n" plonl. 

EASTERN 
RAILROADS 

The atte ll(lance is encoura~ing. How
ever, one game has heen forfeited ami 
on another team, only three members 
of the team callie out to play. :\ever
theless, these three girls, Jonny Sperl_ 
ing, Lou Ellen Jones, and ~Iary Jo 
Dunkirk, played a good gallic and with 
the aid of the tealll mates who deserted 
them, would probably have 'walked 
away with the game:" 

"Since the most important thing in 
any team spon i~ panitipa tion and 
spirit , it is hoped the team represent-

The ~IIAA basketball ~eaSOIl, always 
the mo,t exciting and unpredictahlc of 
the leagu .. 's competitiOlls, i~ under way. 
Xo other "port is ilion: hiR"hly contest
ed or hettcr attended in a league where 
often lack of interest is a serious prob
lem. Unlike tenllh. football, and track, 
which are dOlllillated by the same 
teams e\'ery year, basketball has no 
po\\'erhou~e \\hich mO]l~ up the teague. 
\Vith the exception of Ilillsdale and 
Olivet, the last few years have seell an 
o\'erload of title eontenders and subse· 

in the ~t tAA are the Bulldogs from 
Adrian, playing this year without big 
Henry Hughe~, \\ho before graduating 
had led the league in scoring three 
time~. Co-captains Jim Keller and Bob 
Howard join Leon Harper, a consist
elltly fine scorer and rebounder, to 
make up the core of the Bulldog's 
,\rength. 

Hillsdale College. champion of the 
~ftA.\ has reeeivcd and accepted a hid 
10 appear in the XAI.\ Championship 
Holiday BOI\'l Game at St, Peter~burg, 
Flurida. The bowl game is the second 
in what is to become an annual con. 
te~t to decide the quution of the na_ 
tion's best small tOllege footballe rs. 
llilhdale will take all the \\'estern 
selection, Pitt~burl( Stllte College of 
Kansa~, in a battle of unbeaten teams 
before the cameras or CBS national 
tele\ision. 

,I\ives \\iII ha\'e their telllllS out for ([uent up~ets. 

Alma, always a late ~Iarter, could 
playa major role ill the league if George 
Carter and ROil Lude can keep the 
SCab moviog at the pace they elo~cd 
the 56-7 season at. but the Scots look 
a little too weak on the bench to be a 
real threat. Hillsdale has only Jim 
Reynolds to 51!ark its attack and hard
ly figure to cau~e any trouble. Oli\'et, 
never in eontentioll in any SpOrt, hll~ 

10't ~Iaynard Stafford, their only 
~corer la$t year, and offer no replace
ments. 

Pittsburg is a member of the Central 
Intercollegiate Conference and in this 
season scored ten ~traight "ictories, 
three hundred twent)· poing, and three 
thousand sixty yanb. Hillsdale needs 
no introdllctinn to Kalamazoo fans who 
watched their Ilornets take a 48-0 lick_ 
ing at the hand5 of the mighty Dales. 
Paced by great Doug ~Iai~on, whose 
quarterbacking and passing PUt him on 
the NA TA all·state team, and gllard 
Da\'e Trip]lell. who is so good the Los 
Angeles Rams drafted him as a junior 
last year, the Dales are deep in reserve 
5trength as well as a strong first team. 

every Monday night gallic, and filled Thi~ year should be no different, but 
\\itlt spirit." said Sally Hunter, Pres_ the season does ~tart with tlte strongest 
idellt of \V.R.A. title favoritl' in m,ulY years, The 

Ta ble tenni. is also going 011 now. Du\chlllcn of Hope College, co-challl
It is in the fourth rouno of :111 eight pions lait year, have the same starting 
round tournament, both in doubles and fi\'e that came on so strong at the end 
singles e\·ent$. SOIll(' recent forfeits of the 1956-57 season. With 6-10 PaUl 
are making it hard for the rest of the Paul Benes and sophomore guard \Var_ 
players in a ~ociety or organization to fell Vanderhill, both 1\ll·~rtAA :;elee
keep up becall~e every fo r ieit take~ tions last year, hack to lead his team 
away two of the poillts which others Coach Russ DeVette is in an ellvillble 
had made an effort to win. spot. He- has assembled a tall forward 

Our own Kalamazoo Hornets ha\'e 
,irtually the Sllme personnel as the 
team which led the ~IIAA through the 
lirst half of la~t year and thell faded 
badly to fini~h in a third place tie wilh 
Adrian. But the losses, while few, were 
major, taking high-scoring gua rd Gary 
~lorrison and big cell\er Doug Stew
llrd. If an out~ t anding scorer can be 
found to go with the steady, but not 
flashy, lettermen retUTIling. Kalamazoo 
has as good a chance to be Hope's ma
jor opponent a~ anyone. \\'alt ~laser, 
Bob Fletcher, John Thompson. Bob 
Brice, Bob Ellis and Casey Clark arc 
the experienced men from whom a 
~coring star must be found. On the 
basis of past performance Maser and 
Clark have the best scor ing touch, hili 
Doth are erratic ill comparisOIl to the 
others. Fletcher has been the man that 

Youity B ... ketball practice began 
Saturday afternOOn. No\'ember 30. 
Two full-teams-plus came out for the 
practice. Any girl may participate in 
vanity basketball. The basie require_ 
ment to become a member of the team 
alld to play ill events with other col. 
leges is the willingness to come Out to 
practices and play your best, 

Future \'arsity practices will be an
nounced hy the posting of signs in 
Trowhridge, The first game will be 
soon after we re turn from Chris tmas 
vacat ion, in January. 

, 
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SUPPORT THE TEAM 
BASKETBALL GAMES 

• • • 
KALAMAZOO 'IS. ALMA 
TONIGHT - TREDWAY 

• • • 
KALAMAZOO n, OLIVET 

JANUARY 4. 1958 
TREDWAY 

• • • 
HOLIDAY TOURN AM ENT 

DEC. 30 Is 31 
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fl owers for 

Every Occasion 
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Phone F1 3 ·6136 

MEYER-BLOCH 
Be a Magician 

WRITE 
MEYER· BLOCH 
Dir. CaniurelS' Club 
240 Ri. inglan St. 
New York City 2 
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li ne to clear the boards and one of the 
finest shots from oll tcourt in Vander_ 
hill. 

The other defending co·champion, 
Albion, is 110t faced with quite so 
vleasant an outlook. The two playen 
who led the Britons last year, George 
VivlaUiore and John I lannett, are 
gone due to graduation. but the other 
three starters, John SCOtt, Virgil Hall 
and Conrad Stover are back ,L1ong with 
four other lettermen. Albion wi!! be 
strOllg if Scott and Hlll! can match 
sOllie of their best efforts o f thO' past 
often enough. 

The biggest threat to Hope would 
seem to be the Knights of Ca lvin, the 
only team which can approach the 
heighth of the Dutchmen. The Knights 
had their worst season in recent years 
last season. and still finished fifth in 
the league wi th an 8·6 record. Led by 
6-7 Tom Newhof, Calvin is experienced, 
tall and fast. Another regular trea t 

Hillsdale holds the nation's longest 
streak, 34 games without a lou, but arc 
sel.IOIII te~ted in the M IAA. This game 
will give Kala1llazoo students II chance 
to see how their conference measures 
.p to other ~mall·eollege leagues 
around the country. HiII~da l e resigned 
from the 1\C1\A other than face puni
tive act ions frOIll that group, which is 
in compe tition with the KAlA for small 
college leadership. 

Perry 
has held the team together for the past Kalamazoo College's fine sen i 0 r 
two years and may score surprisingly tackle, Phil Per ry of Kalamazoo, has 
well this year. 

The Hornets meet Alma tonight in 
Tredway GynHlllsillm. This will be a 

been awarded a spot 011 the Little All_ 

American Football team. 

goo<l indication of the MTAA fate of given Honorable Mention 
K-College. Congra tulations, Phi l. 

Can Liberal Arts Majors Be Successful in Business? * * The answer is a big, emphatic "YES !" Thousands of them have fou nd 
success and complete satisfaction in telephone managemen t careers. 
Here's why the telephone company may be the ideal place fo r you: 

TIle telephone business t r.:lins its Own le1ders, All executives come 
up through the ranks- by performance, not by "pull ," 111c business 
is growing fast. It has daub/cd in the past ten rears-and the future 
looks even brighter. Th is is not a "boom and bust" business. It offers 
mueh more security and opportunity than most industries. And there 
arc so many different jobs for college men that there's an e.xcellen t 
chance you'll fi nd just the right one for you , 

TIl is progressive, growing business offers you good pay with fre
quent raises and unllsual opportunities for promotion . T o get all 
the facts, write Mr. K. A. Newman, 1365 Cass Avenue, Detroit 26, 
or call hi m collect at WOodward 1-1235. 

MICHIGAN BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY 
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