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INTRODUCTION

On a momentous day in January of 1854, stephen A.

Douglas, the Senator from Illinios, awed the members

of Congress by submitting a bill which virtually opened

the areas of Kansas and Nebraska to slavery. Such an

act was welcomed by the Southern Senators but it en

raged those from the Northern part-of the country.

Through shrewd maneuvering and tremendous oration

by Douglas and hls followers the bill was actually

forced through both Houses of Congress and became

law on May 30, of that year.

Not only did this bill once again open the heal

ing scar of slavery, which was felt settled by -the

Compromise of 1850, but it also forced the repeal

of the traditional Missouri Compromise, which was

accepted and approved by all. This plus the fact that

it left Kansas open to the rivalry of both sections

of the country were its crimes. To Northerners it

was treason to their cause of free land and coveted

political majority over the South.



The act, consequently, caused a great split in

the Democratic Party as well as in the Union. This

split was to call into being the Republican Party,

which was formed that same year to oppose such a

measure and any others like it that might try to push

themselves into existence.
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The first obvious split manifested itself

January 12 of 1854 when the Free Democrats of Mich-

igan called for a State Convention to meet in Jackson

on February 22. At this convention it was decided

that the Free Democrats should try to gain the

support of the Whigs in Michigan and form a party of

their own.

Soon after this meeting another one was held

in Detroit for the prominent newspaper editors of

the state. Among those present was George A. Fitch
(1)

of the Kalamazoo Telegraph. He was much influenced

by the speeches there and in April wrote in his paper

that the old parties had outlived their usefullness,

and that an imperative necessity existed for the

organization of a new political party. Then he went

onto say,

II We cannot look to any other
movements of the old parties
in reference to the Nebraska
bill and questions touching
slavery that bring any pro
mise of success, nor to any
broken-down politicans; but
we may look with strong hope
of success to see these mea
sures c~nsummated by honor
able and active young men of
the state, those who have not

1. Livingstone, William. Livingstone's History of' the Republican
Party. Wm. Livingstone Publisher, Detroit 1900. Vol.I p. 26.



trimmed their sails to catch
e~ery breeze which swept across
every political sea;. those who
have not acted for years as
mere weathercocks of public .
·opinion, but active untiring
young men who shall enter
with assurance and vigor
into tne field - those cap
able of grasping the ques
tions of the time, and wring-
ing from them their meanings." (1)

1. Kalamazoo Telegraph, April 26, 1854.
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III.

Such an editorial prepared the minds of the

people of Kalamazoo and they looked forward to a

Convention which was called for June 21, in their

city. Actually there was a definite purpose for the

Free Democrats' State Central Committee in calling

the convention at Kalamazoo for this was the center of

a strong anti-slavery district. The village and county,

as well as the adjoining county of Cass, contained

numerous "underground railway" stations, and many

citizens were active in aiaing escaping fugitives.

Also Kalamazoo County was among the few that had

regularly been vot ing a Whig to ic.ket, Bes ides this it

had a strong Fr'ee-SoiI organization which the Free

Democrats hoped would join their r~~ks, as well as the

Whigs.

The meeting was held in the County Court House

but it found competition in a heavy storm as well

as the Quarter Centennial Celebrati,on of the settle
( \.)

mente

Samuel Ransom of' KaJ.amazoo and several other

men of the state of Michigan Were appointed to a'

committee to frame resolutions. The committee reported

1. Livingstone. op.c'it. p.3U.
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strong resolutions which were to influence the later

meet ing in Jackson.

The first four declared that the Constitution

established a government of freemen for a free people;

that the institution of s]avery was regarded, at the

time the Constitution was framed, as exceptional and local

in its character and it should be limited and restric
(1)

ted until it might disappear.

The fifth resolution was a ring1ng denounciation

of slavery, its further expansion and such outragous
(2)

act as the Fugitive Slave Law.

After' t,nese resolutions were joyfully passed by

the members, the convention was adjourned, but it was

followed by a private conference of some of the leaders

at the house of Dr. J.A.B. Stone, then president of

Kalamazoo College. These men were Free-Soilers, but

they were inspired by tne mass meeting, so they decided

to work for and with the framers of this new party.

Thus the State Central Committee of the Free

Democrats jUdged correctly, for the people of Kalamazoo

quickly and enthusiastically joined their ranks.

l. Ibid. P .30 •
2. The full content of this resolution may be found in

Livingstone1s book, L1v1ngstone l s History of The Republican
Party, Page 31.



the final step in forming the Republican Party.
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IV.

The men of Kalamazoo thus incensed soon joined

in another call for a convention to be held in Jackson.

Much to the dismay of the more conservatives citizens

many prominent men meet in front of the Court House

and there signed the call that was to end in being

(1 )
The +ollowing names can be found on this call.

1. F.-vi • Curtenius 11. R.S. Gage

2. W.O. Rennison 12. D.B. Webster

3. T.H. Trask 13. A.W. ~tinslow

4. L. Kendall 14. Silas Hubbard.

5. F.K. Woodward 15. A. Cahill

6. J.M. Edwards 16. H.G. Wells

7. 5.5. Cobb 17. Allen Potter

8. D.S. Walbridge 18. Ed Hawkins

9. A. Cameron 19. Elisha Landers

10. S.H. Ransurn 20. J. Ma:r.~1) .

1. These names were found in an unpublished Diary of
Silas Hubbard, which c~n be obtained at the home of
his grand-daughter, Mrs~ Blankenburg, formally
Miss Kleinstock, Kalamazoo.
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As the Convention at Jackson got under way the

people of Kalamazoo had a chance to be even prouder

of their fellow citizens. David S. Walbridge was made

permanent chairman of the Convention while Jacob M. Howard

'was made Chairman of the Committee on Resolutions,

which were unanimously adopted.

Among those resolutions passed the following

seems to have been the most obnoxlous to the editor

of the Kalamazoo Gazette.

It RESOLVED, That the repeal of
the 'Missouri Compromise' con
tained in the recent Act of
Congress for the creation of
the Territories of Nebraska
and Kansas, thus admitting
slavery into a region till
then sealed against it by
law, equal in extent to the
thirteen old states, 1s an
act unprecedented in the
history of the country, and
one which must engage the
earnest and serious attention
of every Northern man .• " (1)

This particular resolution was reprinted in the

Kalamazoo Gazette and attacked bitterly by it. t'The

repeal of the Missouri Compromise does not admit slavery

1. Kalamazoo Gazette, July 14, 1854.



to be ~;lawyer with enough intelligence to know per-

into the region spoken of. If a slave is carried there,

the moment his foot touches the soil, that moment he

is free. No people on 'earth can admit slavery into those

territories but the sovereign voice of the people who
(1 )

settled them."

But they did not stop here • .Instead the Gazette

went on to attack Jacob M. Howard, whom they claimed

(2)
fec~ly well that slavery can only exist by positive law.

1. Ibid. July 14, 1854.
2. Ibid. July' 14, 1854.
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VI.

It is undoubtedly true that many people would

perhaps like to take credit for naming the Republican

Party, including many citizens from the State of Wisconsin.

Actually Thomas Jefferson was the first to use the name

Republican in connection with a political party, when he

opposed the policies of the Federalists.

But in i85~, the people at the Jackson Convention

also adopted -this name. Three men at this convention
(1)

were responsible for this, Horace Greeley, Joseph Warren,

and Jacob M. Howard.

During a meeting of the Committee on Resolutions

it was suggested in a letter by Mr. Greeley to Jacob

Howard to name the party the Democratic-Republican and

this idea was favored by Joseph warren. vfuen this motion

was proposed, however, Mr. Howard moved to amend it by

striking out the word Democratic, and his motion was
(2)

adopted.

1. Joseph Warren was from Detroit.
2. Livingstone, op.cit. p. 42-43.



VII.

The Gazette was very incensed at the idea of an

upstart party. It reported to its readers on the Re

publican Convention in the following manner:

at The Jackson Convention has
met, acted, and adjourned.
Many conventions have been
envoked before this in the
various states of this union,
but we will venture the as
sertion that another assem
bly of men so heterogeneous
in their opinion ever convened
for political action, in this
or any other nation." (1)

The paper went on to predict that a party with a

single interest, slavery, could not expect to remain

for long a successfUl working unit.

{

1. Kalamazoo Gazette, July 14, 1854.

11.
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VIII.

When it icame time for the Convention to start
I

nominations ihree men. from the Kalamazoo area found

their names In the ballot. Mr. Howard was asked to run

as the Attorn'ey-Genera1 while·David S. Walbride;e was
, (1)

to represent ithe thir~ Congressiiona1 District, by run
i

ning against Isamuel Clark. The third man was E. Lakin Brown,

of Schoolcraft, who ran for the State Senate.

November of 1854 proved to be a victorious year

for the Republicans~ as Mr. Walbridge won in his district,

Mr. Howard became Attorney-General, and Mr. Brown went

to the State Senate.

E. Lakin Brown later wrote in his Autobiographical

Notes:

.. I had little to call my atten
tion from my occupation as
farmer, until the overturn
in politics with the rise of
the Republican Party in 1854.

In the slection of 1854
the state of Michigan and a
large part of the Northern
states were overwhelmingly
Republican. I was elected to
the State Senate from Kalamazoo
county. The session was a
short one, the Constitution
at that ti~e allowing pay for
but 60 days, but in that prief
time much important leglal~

tion was enacted." (2)"

1. Kalamazoo is the third Congressional District of Michigan.
2. Brown, E. Lakin, Ed. by his daughter A. Ada Brown,

Autobiographical Notes, Schoolcraft, Michigan 1906.
Reprinted from Vol. XXX, Pioneer and Historical Collections.
p. 64.
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IX.

The Republican Party chos$ Philadelphia as the

meeting place for their first Presidential Convention.

Among those delegates present was H. G. Wells of

Kalamazoo. He and the other members of the Michigan

Delegation supported Fremont as the Republican candidate

for the presidency, and Fremont proved to be the nominee.
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x.

Sometime during the month of August, 1856,

Abraham Lincoln received a letter from H. G. Wells

inViting him to Kalamazoo to speak. Although this

letter is not available such a stat~ment is surmisable

because of the remaining note of acceptance. A~ong

Mr. Wells' things was found the following letter:

It Hon B.G. wells August 21,1856
Dear Sir,

At last I am able to say, no
accident preventing, I will be with
you on the 27th. I suppose I can
reach in time, leaving Chicago
the same morning. I shall go to
the Matteson House, Chicago on
the evening of the 26th.

yours truly

A. Lincoln. 1t (1)

At this time Mr. Wells was the chairman of the

Executive Committee in charge of the rally in Kalamazoo.

Mr. Lincoln had not yet become an importB..!."1t nationaJ
(2)

figure but Mr. \le118 probably chose him because he

had been a strong candidate for the Vice-Presidency

under Fremont at the Convent:5.on in Philadelphia.

L. Starr, Thomas I, ad. Lincoln's Kalamazoo Adress -
Against Extending Slavery, Fine Book Circle, Detroit, 1941.
p. 14.

2. The Lincoln-Douglas debates of 1858 were what actually
brought Mr. Lincoln into the national lime-light.
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On AUgust 27th, Kalamazoo was the host to thousands

of people and several prominent speakers. The agends

as worked out was to sponsor four main speeches, to be

given by Za.chariah Chandler, Mr. Bates, Jacob M. Howard,

and Abraham Lincoln.

Actually none of the local people had ever heard

of Lincoln and they probably expected to spend their

time listening to the men that they knew and championed.

But by the end of the day many people had forgotten that

anyone else was even to give an address. E. Lakin Brown,

who attended the rally, recorded his reactj.on •

.. In the Presidential Canvass
of that yearU.85~a great
mesting of Republicans was
held at Kalamazoo at which
there was speaking by noted
orators from several stands.
I attended the meeting and,
going upon the ground I had
decided to give my attention
chiefly to the ad3.ress of
Governor Bingham ••• But as
I passed on, looking for the
different speakers my atten
tion was attracted by a tall,
black-haired, awkward-looking
man who was speaking in strong
earnest tones. I thought I
would listen to this long lank
orator, who I learned, was
'Abe Lincoln', of Illinois,
a minute or two and then pass
on to the stand of myoId friend,
Governor Bingham. But I need

.hardly say that Governor Bingham
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and his oration were utterly
ignored and forgotten as I
listened to the masterly or
atory of Abraham Lincoln. II (1)

It would seem plausable to believe that many more

people than just Mr. Brown were affected by the speech

given by Mre. Lincoln.

1. Brown, opecit. p.68. There is no place else men
tioned that Governor Bingham was speaking on this day.
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XI.

The Kalamazoo Gazette was not so complimentary

in its summary of the meet:ing and in the end com

pletely misjudged the growing numbers of its opponents.

But this would seem due in part to the £act that they

were still hopefully trying to persuade the people

of their village to return to the Democratic fold.

And also to the fact that they didn't realize at the

time that Kalamazoo was undergoing a population change

which was to greatly effect the thinking of this

community.

Many of the Dutch inhabitants of Hol.land, Michigan

were migrating to Kalamazoo and these people were,

for religious reasons, devoutly opposed to slavery.

By 1860 it was estimated that 1/3 to 1/6 of the pop-
. (1)

ulation of Kalamazoo village and county were Dutch.

These people Willingly swelled the ranks of the Repub

lican Party and it was believed that 90% of them, in
(2)

Michigan as a whole, voted Republican.

1. Fuller, George N. Michigan Centennial History,
Lewis Publishing Company, Chicago, 1939. "Population
Elements~ Vol. II. p.281.

2. Ibid. p .281 •
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On September 1, 1856, the Gazette told its readers:

u. The Republican state demonstra
tion on Wednesday was a very
creditable gathering in point
of numbers. Good judges esti
~ate that attendance, inclu
ding women and non-voters at
7,000 to 10,000. The appoint
ments in way of' banners, music,
badges and the like were good,
and the crowd after their ar
rival was handsomely displayed
by rnanaging officers,

In the way of speakers the
effort of our opponents was a
bad failure. No man of comman
ding talent was present, or
could be procured. Mr. Lincoln
of IJlinois was the only 'foreign
speaker in attendance. He made a
very fair and argumentative
adjress, but was far too con··
servatlve and union loving -in. . .nis sentiments to suit has au~

dience; and upon one occasion
at least, his hearers protested
in' emphatic tones against his
views ••••

~he ocasslon more than ever
convinced us the utter discor
dance of our onnonents senti-
ments. 1I (l)-

1. Kalamazoo Gazette, September 1, 1856.
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XII.

The Republican Party after three years existence

was sUddenly split apart by sectional jealousy and

the Panic of 1857 which spread through the nation.

The farmers as well as the businessmen sUffered from

the hardships caused by poor crops in the fall of

1856 and the consequential higher cost of living.

And to make matters worse for the Republicans there

was gr~at rivalry betwsen the sectional economic

groups, for both the farming communties and the Detroit
(1)

politicians wanted to control the party. Such con-

ditions caused great friction and could have produced

disaster for the party in the November elections of 1858.

The Democrats of the state had a perfect opportunity

to blame the empty treasury on the Republicans, whom
(2)

they claimed used the money for partisan purposes.

Unfortunately none of ~he Republican presses

could convincingly refUte the charges made by the

Democrats and many people did not vote in the elections

of 1858. After the votes had been counted up results

showed that the Democrats had gained 1,982 votes

1.

2.
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(1)
over 1856 and the Republicans had lost 6,2000. ijespite

this loss in overall votes the Republicans were still

. victorious. Moses Wis~er was made governor, being elected

by a 9,135 majority over Chas. E. Stuart. In all the

contests for the state Congress the local Republicans
(2)

were elected to office.

Kalamazoo, although not badly hurt by the depres

slon, entered into the sectional dispute. They believed

that they had had a prominent part in the forming of

the 'party and they wanted to make policy. But they

did rally enough to their cause to prevent the Democrats

from taking the county and they thus helped return
"(3)

a Republican majority to the State Legislature.

1. Listings of the counties taken by the Democrats can be
found on page 268 of Political Parties in Michigan.

2. Livingstone, op.cit. p. 88.
,. Ibid. p. 88. For Kalamazoo results see Appendix A.

of this paper.
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XIII.

Many people perhaps thought that Lincoln had im

pressed the listeners of Kalamazoo and Michigan during

his tour in 1856. But the man they backed at the
tltStJ

RepubliOan Convention~wa8 William H. Seward. The

delegates from this state, none of them being" from

Kalamazoo, finally had to resolve themselves to

Lincoln's nomination.

Seward was the first to champion Lincoln's cause,

making a tour of the states on his behalf. Michigan

was one of his principal objectives, as he wanted to

insure its votes for Mr. Lincoln.

On September 8, 1860, Seward's train stopped

in Kalamazoo. A large crowd, especially made up of the

club known as the Wide-Awakers, was there to meet him.

At this stop General Nye and Charles Franois Adams

did most o~ the talking, but Mr. Seward did make a brief

speech before the train left. He tried to convince

the people q that the Douglas platform of indifference

to slavery meant toleration of slavery, and that every

vote cast in the north for Douglas was in reality a
(1 )

vote for Breckenridge."

1. Collier, T. Maxwell. Ii William H. Seward in the Campaign of
1860, With Special Reference to Miohigan. 1I Michigan Ristor!
Magazine, Michigan Historical Commission, Lansing, Vol,l9, 1935,
p. 105.
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The people of Kalamazoo were convinced by the

speakers words, for in November they returned a 196
(I)

majority for "Abe Lincoln."

. 1. Kalamazoo Gazette, November 9, 1860.
For further election resu1 ts of 1860 see Appendix B·~.

this paper.
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XIV.

The end of 1860 and the beginning of 1861 found the

people of the United States sharply aware of the near

ing split in the Union. It would appear that most of

Michigan and Kalamazoo stood for the support of the

Union and "against any yielding to Southern slave holders.

The Kalamazoo Gazette reported in February of 1861:

It There are people in Michigan 
in Kalamazoo county even, who
wl1ltalk of •••• peace o"f
ferings on the part of the
Republican leaders as a base
surrender of 'Freedom, I as
an ignoble sacrifice to the
'Slave Power ll

, and use other
terms of denunciation of
like import." (1)

But it wasn't until war between the states had act-

ually manifested itself that Kalamazoo united in the

common cause of supporting the Union. With the

outbreak of war they were willing to unite for the

bigger cause.

1. Kalamazoo Gazette, Feb~uary 8, 1861.
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xv.

On April 24, 1861 there was a meeting in Kalamazoo

which assembled without regard to party feelings. The

session was called by the Hon. H. G. Wells and held

in the Firemen1s Hall.

Chas. Stuart was elected President of the meeting,

the purpose being to decide what to do about Mr. Lincoln1s

proclamation asking ~or 75,000 volunteers.

After due consideration of the problem the people .

voted for the following resolution:

tI RESOLVED: That it is the duty
of the governor of this state
to respond to the proclamation
of the President of the United
States, to take such action
either in respect to legisla
tion or otherwise as shall
be necessary to enable the
State of Michigan to dis
charge her whole duty in
the present crisis. II (1)

1. Kalamazoo Gazette, April 26, 1861.
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XVI 0

During the Civil War the Republican Party became

known as the Union Party. This was because many Democrats

were willing to join forces with the Republicans to

further the war effort. Therefore, in the country, the

two political parties were the Union Party and the

Democratic, the latter being made up of members too

partisan to join forces during the war.

In Kalamazoo the picture varied somewhat from

the national scene. Kalamazoo, at this time, was pre-

dominently Republican; they were radical Republicans

that could only do things under their party banner. This

group took on the name Union Party as they wanted to

be members of Lincoln's p~rty, but actually there were

no Democrats in this Kalamazoo party.

But there were a few conservative members of the

Republican Party in the village, who felt it wise to

combine with the Democrats until the end of the war.

This group took the name Democrat-Republican Party. The

name Union Party hav1ng"alrea.dy been adopted by Kalamazoo's

radical Republicans.

On September 26, 1862, the Democra.t-Republican Party

held a meetin~ in the Kalamazoo Court House .• A ticket- .
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was nominated but things appeared glum as Kalamazoo IS

(1)
Union Party continued to grow.

The Unionists held another convention in the

Kalamazoo Court House on October 16 f and they too

nominated an entire ballot for the state and local
(2)

offices.

In the 1862 elections the nation's Union Party was

victorluos but the voters of Kalamazoo, to everyone's

surprise, were not swayed by the appeal of the partisan

and radical Union Party of their village. In the local

town elections as well as the state elections they were

no longer interested in just II the party II but in which

platform was the most constructive in the cause of the

Union cris is •

Consequently they voted for a large portion of

the Democrat-Republican ticket giving them a majority
(3)

in Kalamazoo.

Such results were to be characteristic of Kalamazoo

from 1862 through the entire war and Reconstruction
(4)

PerIod.

1. Kalamazoo Gazette, October 3, 1862.
2. Ibid. October 10, 1862.
3 .Ibid. November 7, 1862.'
4. Fuller, op. cit. p. 390.



APPENDIX A.

Election Results For Kalamazoo - 1858

STATE OFFICERS:

Governor:
Moses Wismer Republican 668
Chas. E. Stuart Democrat 543

.Lieutenant-Governor:
E. B. Fa irbanks Republican 673
George Munro Democrat 539

State Senator:
J. A. B. Stone Republican 722
John Parker Democrat l.t57

Secretary of State:
Nelson Isbell Republican 612 .
J:j ,P:; ~.Klngt." :" Democrat 540

State Treasurer:
John McKinney Republican 665
Edward Kanter Democrat 539

AUditor-General:
Daniel I. Case Republican 672
John J. Adams Democrat 539

Autorney-General:
677Jacob M. Howard Republican.

J. G. Sutherland Democrat 536

COUNTY OFFICERS:

Sheriff:
Wm. E. White Democrat 575
Henry Hoyt Republican 626

County Clerk:
588A. D. Allen Democrat

M. W. Barrows Republican 580

County Treasurer:
578o. N. Giddings Democrat

M. Kingsley Republican 603

Prosecuting Attorney
502Dwight May Democrat

John Breese Republican 686

L. Results taken from t~e A~amazoo Gazette, November 19, 1858.



APPENDIX B.

Election Results For Kalamazoo - 1860

Chief Justice:
Alpheus Felch
Mr. Martin

Town Clerk:
George Torrey
Frank Little

County Treasurer:
William A. Clover
Chas. H. Brown

Justice of the Peace:
R. F. Judson
F. Ransom

Democrat
Republican

Republican
Democrat

Republican
Democrat

Republican
Democrat

413
597

585
465

492
512

635
418



APPENDIX C.

Election Results For Kalamazoo - 1862

City Supervisor:

Republican Candidate ( Union Party )
Democratic Candidate ( Republican-

Democrat Party)

Town Clerk:

Republican Candidate ( Union Party )
Democratic Candidate ( Republican-

Democrat Party)

Justice of The Peace:

Republican Candidate ( Union Party )
Democratic Candidate ( Republican 

Democrat Party

Highway Commissioner:

Republican Candidate ( Union Party t
Democratic Candidate ( Republlcan-

Democrat Party

Governor:

620

578

579

Q16

514

666

602

600

Byron G. Stout

Austin Blair

Democrat-Republican
Party Candidate

Union Party Candidate

649

618
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