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Early hotels in Kalamazoo served the communi ty in a
variety of ways.

Like the public houses of Puritan New

England,
The early taverns were not opened wholly for the
convenience of travellers; they were for the comfort
of the townspeople, for the interchange of news and
opinions, the sale of solacing liquors, and the incidental sociability; in fact, the importance of the
ta1T ern to its local neighbo rs was far greater than
to travellers. 1
Important public meetings and social events were held in
the hotels.
As Kalamazoo grew, so did its hotels.

The first

boon to hotel business occurred when the district Uni ted
States Land Office was moved to Kalamazoo in 1834.

Many

came to town via the stage coacih, but the hotels benefitted even more from the advent of the railroad.

In 1843,

the railro ad fare from Detroi t to Chicago was $8.00 per
person. 2 Such low rates encouraged emigration into the
interior.

It was not until early ISl,.6 that a train began

to make regular daily stops in Kalamazoo.

The arrival of'

a train was followed by a "bustle of discharging large
quantities of merchandise" and the ncJa mor of the various
runners of the hotels, each striving to rival the others
in praises and recommendations of their respective houses. "3
In the early years taverns flourished in Kalamazoo.
However, gradually the temperance movement, always active,
1. Alice M. Earle, Stage-Coach and Tavern Days {New
York: Macmillan Co.1, 1900, p. 3.
2. The Kalamazoo Gazette, May 26, 1843.
ferred to as K. Gaz.)

3.

~.,

May 22, 1846.

(Hereafter re-

-2gained momentum and sei zed the upper hand in 1853.

Not.-

much infonnation is available on Kalamazoo's taverns, but
it seems evident that there was never a time in th e history of Kalamazoo when liquor was not available for "nonmedicinal-no purposes somewhere in town.
in early years were th e hotels.
saloons came into existence.

The main tavems

Later, a good many small

For a time prohibition laws

caused the saloons to close, but by 1876 only a moderate
liquor law,which imposed a tax on liquor sales, was in
effect.

-3'D1e Kalamazoo House
Before there were any hotels in Kalamazoo, Titus
Bronson and Nat Harrison kept their houses open for those
who needed lodging.

Bronson's house was used for most

public meetings until th e Kalamazoo House was builtin
1832. 4
General Justus Burdick came to Kalamazoo in the autumnofl83l; a friend of his, ElonFarnsworth, who at
this time was practising law in Detroit, persuaded him he
should move west.

General Bu.roick liked the area sur-

rounding Kalamazoo and soon purchased all but four lots of
the east half of the southwest quarter of section 15 from
Bronson for $850. 5

The deed for this purchase was execut-

ed in Detroi t in the office of Elon Farnswo rth on October
24, 1831. 6

General Burdick then went back to his home in

Burlington, Vermont to settle his affairs before he moved
to Kalamazoo with his family.

However, he sent his bro-

ther, Cyren Burdick, back ahead of him.
It was probably in the spring of 1832 that work began
under Cyren's direction on a hotel which was christened
the Kalamazoo House.?

Smith L. Wood (a carpenter)8, Dr.

Foster of Otsego, and Elisha Hall worked that season on
the building, and wi th the help
before winter set in. 9

~

others it was enclosed

Mr. Wood repaired a saw mill loca-

4.James H. Thomas, Thomas's Kalamazoo Directory and
Business Advertiser fo r 186? and 1868 (Kalamazoo, 1867),

p. 15.

5. Samuel W. Durant, Hi ste ry of Kalamazoo County, Mich-

igi6 • (Philadelphia:
Everts
Ibid., pp. 213-214.

& Abbott, 1880), pp. 213-4•

7. Y'6'f(i., p. 214.
8. Thomas,.Q.E. ill., p. 16.

-4ted two miles from "Bronson" on the Portage, and it was
from this mill that the lumber used in the construction of
the hotel was obtained.

\fuen the timbers were all in

place in the frame, ready for the "raising", not enough
men could be found in town to lift it up; so the countryside was scoured until enough help was found to "raise"
the frame the following day.ll

The hotel was a tWo-story

structure, measuring 30' x 40', and was built of lumber
and logs .12
the wa1ls. l3

During th e fi rst year there was no plaster on
The Kalamazoo House was opened to the public

late in 1832 with Cyren Burdick as its first landlord.
During the next forty years, the Kalamazoo House had a
good many proprietors.

Prepn eto rs
Cyren Burdick
Ira Burdick &, Cyren Burdick
F. A. Booher
Emmor Hawley
Israel Kellogg &. Newton
lewtonG&;:ahemm&nL ':;',. -.
I srael Kellogg
B. S. Gleason &, Len. T. 8Ini th
B. S. Gleason &. Milo W. Barrows
E. H. Phetteplace &. M. W. Barrows
E. H. Phetteplace &. Childs
E. H. Phetteplace &, John R. Glynn
E. H. Phetteplace &, Downing
Pickering &. Wormley
E. H. Phetteplace &. Glynn
Capt. Allen G. Wells &. Glynn
P. F. Todd - (Frank Todd)

Approximate Dates
1832-1833
1833-1834
1834-1835
1835-1839
1839-1840
1840-1842
1843-1852
1853-1857
1857
1857-1858
1858-1859
1859-1860
1860-?
1864-1866
1866-1868
1869
1870-

"I.
.&\1.,

9. Scrapbooks on Social Life and Hotels in Kalamazoo;
located. in Kalamazoo Public Library. (Hereafter rerirred
to as Scrapbooks.)
10. Thomas, .212 • .ill., p. 16.
Scrapbooks, QE. cit.
12. Thomas, .Q.E. .ill.-;p. 16.
13. Sc rapbooks, .Q1? . ci t.
14. Durant, ,2E. ,Cit.7P. 217; Scrapbooks, .Q.E. cit.; It.
Gaz.,.Q12. cit., December 17 &. 24,1852 &, January 7,1853.

n.

-5In lR33 an addition was built on the Kalamazoo House

by Mr. B. M. Austin and his father, Moses Austin.

By 1836

another addition,which doubled the capacity of the hotel,
had been constructed. I5

The size of the Kalamazoo House

was for some time considered an index of the growth and
importance of the village. 16 In 1843, Israel Kellogg
made repairs to the hotel and added a new dining room to
the stroo ture. 17

The hotel was advertDsed in 1846 as

follows:
The Subscriber having thoroughly repaired and fitted
up the above named public house for the entertainment
of the travelling public, they will find as good fare
and as comfortable quarters at as reasonable prices
as can be found in the western country. The offices
fO r all stage routes from Kalamazoo, east, west,
north, and south, are kept at this house. There is
also in connection, a first rate livery establishment
for the pleasure and the accommodation of those who
wish to travel off from the regular stage or railroad
routes. Having been to great expense fo r the comfo rt
and convenience of the traveller, he hopes to be rewarded by their patronage.
18
t"srael Kellogg
The livery stable mentioned above was operated by Pattison
and Benson; they kept horses and carriages ready for hire
at all times. 19 Railroad offices were also located at the
20
hotel in 1846.
Some of the stage offices were still
located at the Kalamazoo House in 1857. 21
}··15.Scrapbooks, .Q.E. cit.
16. Thomas, .Q.E. ci t., p. 29.
17. Scrapbooks, .Q.E. cit.
18. K. Gaz., May 29,-r'846.
19. Ibid., May 29, 1846.
20. Ibid.~ July 31, 1846.
21. I~id., June 5, 1857.

-6In 1851, Israel Kellogg made plans to improve the
Kalamazoo House during the spring of the year in

0

rder to

make it mo re attractive and increase its capaci ty.

'!he

old front of the building was to be removed and a "large
and el egant one" put up in its place.

He fel t that the

rapid growth of Kalamazoo and the increase in business
showed this improvement was needed and that it 'WOuld be,
in the end, a profitable venture. 22
went through with these plans.

But Kellogg never

Gleason and Smith tl«>

years later decided to carry out this project on a more
extensive scale than Kellogg had planned, beginning in the
spring, 1854.

The whole front of the hotel' was to be re-

moved, and a four-story brick structure, 100' in front and
80' in depth was to take its place.

On the first floor

were to be three sto res, each 20' wide, wi. th the remaining

~O'

to be used fo r a bar-room and reading room. 23

This a

ambi tious plap was also delayed. ~.: ,IJa the meantime,Gleason
repapered most of the rooms and put in carpeting in order
to make the hotel seem more comfortable. 24

When the

Cowel1s stayed at the Kalamazoo House in 1860, they wrote
of "Messr's. Downing and Phettiep1ace" liie) as the propri. eto rs of this "most homely" establishment. 25

K. ~., January 24, 1851.
23. Ibid., August 2o, 1853.
24e Ibi'd., January 14, 1853.
22.

2~, • .M~ Willson Disher, edi to r., The Cowells in America 1860-1""861 (London: Oxford Univ. Press, 1934), p. 197.

-7Final plans and specifications for the long-anticipated addition to the Kalamazoo House were draHn up and
work begun in 1861.

An entirely new building was started,

four stories high. and measuring 82' across the front by

40' in depth, with an additional 38' in depth for the
ki tchen.

The building contract was taken up by Israel

Kellogg, the hotel's fonner landlord.
be done by Mr. T. Johnson.

Mason work was to

The cost appruximated $20,000. 26 .

The co mice of the new building was laid by June, 1861. 27

While :the new att'Ucture was being erected, the old front
of the Kalamazoo House was moved to a side lot off Main
Street, where the hotel's barnyard had been; the proprietors intented to carry on business as 1I8t:1a1 while the new
28
part was being constructed.
When the new structure was
finished, it contained sixty rooms, a large 10 bby, and a
dining room. 29
Following is an advertisement which pic'tures the
Kalamazoo House as it existed in 1868:
The Kalamazoo House, at Nos. 94 and 96 Main street,
has recently been refitted and refurnished by Messrs.
Glynn and Phetteplace. The main building is of brick
40 x 100, with three additions 30 x 90, 30 x 80, and
30 x 75, four stories high, has 106 sleeping rooms,
wi th a model office, dining room, connnodious parlors,
and c., all well furnished and arranged in a manner

26. K. Gaz. April 5, 1861.
27. Ibid., June 21, 1861.
28. Ibid., April 5, 1861.
29. Scrapbooks, .Q..E. cit.

-8second to no Ho tel in western J\fuchigan. '!he saloon,
billiard, and club ruoms are complete, and furnished
with all the modern improvements. These gentlemen
are sustaining their former reputation as Hotel keepers, gained in this Yillage. (Glynn & Phetteplace proprietors) Their table is always supplied with
everything the market affords, and the travelling
public hail with joy the time when they come to the
lalamazoo House. 30
Repairs were made to the hotel in February, 1872, at which
time the barber shop was moved to the west side of the
building and the cigar and tobacco store to the east end. 31
In September, 1872, the old Kalamazoo House building,
which had been moved to Portage Street, was sold to Mr.
John M. Ward and turned into a boarding house. 32

Further

repairs were made to the hotel in 1875; at this time over
a thousand yards of new carpeting was installed, and the
dining room was impro1l.ed. 33

The guests' rooms, according

to the Gazette, were "well-ventilated" and comfortable. 34
In its early years the Kalamazoo House was home to

the speculator, and "harbor for the wilderness-tossed
adventurer, who had been at the mercy of all savage things
for weeks on the

1130 ca1le<t! long interminable road from

Detruit to the interlor. n35

When there was no room at the

hotel, travellers slept outside in tents or wagons or in
private homes but took their meals at the Kalamazoo House.

30.· Thomas, ..Q.E. ci t., p. 89.
31. K. Gaz., February 16,1872.
32. ~., September 27, 1872.
33. Ibid., April 30, 1875.
32,.. Ibid., July 3, 1874.
35. Thomas, .Q.E. ill., p. 16.

-9Th e era of land speculation began in 1834 when the United
States Land Office was moved to Kalamazoo from Whi te
eon.

~Pig

"Often the square in front of the Kalamazoo house

Gi<U was whi te wi. th tents; and hostelries and pri vate
dwellings were oyerrun with guests. ,,36

The hotel was fre-

quently so crowded that two and sometimes three slept in
each bed, and every foot of floor space was also filled'"
with sleepers.

Men guarded the doors to keep the "crowd"

back, but even then some were said to have jumped through
a window and begged to be fed. 3? . By 1835, the property on
which the Kalamazoo House was si tuated was assessed for
taxes at $2000, whi1 e much of the land was only valued up
to

~50

at the most.

At this time the hotel was owned by

Cyren Burdick and Messrs. Lyon and She1don. 38

Property

located near the Kalamazoo House was fo r years one of the
most desireable of business 1re ations.
While Gleason &. Smith were the proprietors of the
hotel, several exciting incidents occurred.

Late in 1853

two burglars, the YOuPger of whom was only eighteen, had
registered at the hotel and demanded the best room available.

The thi eves were caught and thei r room searched;

the watches they had stolen were found in their bed. 39
Not long after, the edi tor of the Grand Ri. ver Eagle
r

.

36. Scrapbooks.; ;\ljp. cit.
37. Durant, .Q.P. ci t., p. 2le.
38. !'homas I ,.2,E. cit., p. 29.
39• .i. .9A!., December 2, 1853.

-10stopped at the Kalamazoo House with his family.

He appar-

ently did not appreciate Gleason and Smith's insistenc.e
that he pay his bill.

For this reason he wrote an article

fo r his newspaper in which he stated that the building
called the Kalamazoo House was fine as a building, but it
was a miserably mismanaged hotel.

He ·complained that tra-

vellers .hadto take care of their own teams of horses and
warned any -who were planning to stop there to bring their
own hay, becaus e th e hay supp1i ed by th e Kalamazoo House
was only marsh hay, and that of a very low grade.

uProfi t

seems to be their first consideration in all departments.",
he said. 40

He later carried his complaints still further

by charging that the hotel was infested with bed bugs.

1857, while Phetteplace

In

& Barrows were the proprietors, a

traveller who was staying at the hotel jumped from his
second sto.ry window in fright because he was dreaming
there was a train coming at him.

He didn't awaken when he

reached the ground until he had run a short distance and
slipped in a puddle of water; this woke him up. 41
In its early years the Kalamazoo House was the scene
of nearly all the township meetings and public gatherings.
Here land. was traded freely or auctioned off for taxes and
mortgages until the court house was bUilt. 42

Probate

court was held in th e Kalamazoo House on the fi rat Monday
of each month in 1837, until the court house was construc~., »ee:eniber :)0" 1853.
~-, October 30, 1857.

40. K.

41-

42. Ibid., February 11, 1837.

-11-

ted. 43

A meeting was held at the Kalamazoo House in 1841

to discus s

am

plan a "proper celebration" for the Fourth

of July of that year. 44

Theg roup who gathered planned a

stupendous celebration which consisted of a parade starting from the Kalamazoo House and ending at th e new court
house where a program was to be held; after this, all who
wished could return to the hotel for a public dinner, followed by

a great

number of lively toasts. 45

In 1849, Mr. Kellogg, proprietor, was host to Messrs.
Ellis and Parker of the National Theatre of Detroi t, who
presented plays at the hotel for a few days.

Although

the dining room df the Kalamazoo House did not adapt i tself too readily to the purpose of a stage, these were enjoyable and successful occasions.4 6
Emmor Hawley, one of the early proprietors of the
hotel, added a little spark to the social life in Kalamazoo by holding a New Year's Day dance at the Kalamazoo
House in 18)6.

Dances were held in the dining room and

usually began at "early c andl eli ght" and continued "late
into the evening tt , which meant pas'§ midnight. 47

In these

early years no social distinctions were practiced at such
parties; everyone was welcome.

43. ]S • .Q!!., April 29, 1837.
44. Ibid., June 25, 18U.
45. Scrapbooks,.Q.E. ci t.
46. K. Gaz., March 2, 1849.

47. Scrapbooks,

.Q..E.

cit.

-12-

Such balls were great occasions in the town's life.
During the late "forties" social lines were drawn for the
first time; "employees", an inferior group, were not welcomed at the big dances and social events. 48 Israel Kellogg was an especially popular host for

s~ch

occasions.

'!he chief attraction of the Kalamazoo House early in 1848
was a series of his "brilliant" Cotillion Partie s.

He
spared no expense to make these successful events. 49 One

dance at the hotel was described as follows: "A socia 1
A Social party, wi th the soul-inspiring Hull and
Arnolds' to discourse the music, comes off at the
Kalamazoo House tonight. Mine host, Kellogg, never
fails to give satisfaction in his department; and
we prophesy a most joyful season of 'beauty and
chivalry' that will gather there {tor the occasion~50

The people of Kalamazoo liked Kellogg so well that they
gave a complimentary

b~ll

at the Kalamazoo House for him

just before he resigned as proprietor of the hotel.

This

tribute to his popularity was a great success; people came
in from Battle Creek and Marshall ta pay their respects to
Kellogg and wish him well in his future undertakings. 51
In the 1870's the Kalamazoo House was still frequently the
scene of dances.

Frank 'Ibdd catered for them with an as-

sortment of good .food. 52
The preceding pages relate just a few of the many

48-. Scrapbooks,

.Q.E. cit.
Gaz., January 1, 1848.
50. Ibid., Janm ry 17, 1847.
51. Ibid., December 17 & 24, 1852.
52. Ibid., Janm ry 31, 1873.

49.

~.

-13ways in which the Kalamazoo House was of service to the
travelling public and townspeople.

Court sessions, public

meetings, dances, community entertainments - all centered
their activities around this hotel in the early days.

Its

populari. ty gradually declined as newer hotels were built,
but it did not become really out-dated; it remained one of
th e town's leading hotels.

-14The River House
Nat Harrison's fi rst cabin was buil t on the si te of
what was later to become the Ri. ver House. 53

'!he frame of

this hotel was started in 1834 at the foot of Main Street
at the Ri ver by a
Comstock.

Mr~

Fi eld and was completed by H. H.

The first proprietor of the River House when

it opened in 1836 to the public was Nathan L. Stout. 54
Ozie1 Wilcox and Daniel Lothrop managed the hotel in
1838-1839. 55 By 1841 it was run by H. Wilder. 56 In 1844
or 1845, N. Birchard became the proprietor ani remained in
this capacity for about ten years.
Fo r a time, th e Hi ver House was qui te popular and was
bidding to make its location the center of town, but not
for long. 57

This hotel was never to achieve the fame of

its neighbor, the Kalamazoo House.

N. Birchard was per-

haps the most enterprising and successful of the hotel's
managers.

An advertisement in 1845 described the River

House as follows:
This Establishment is now fi tted up for the entertainment of the travelling public.
The location is pleasant and retired, ani within a
few rods of the railroad depot.
Charges - 25 cents a meal or 75 cents per day.
Stages leave this House daily, for the north, west,
and south. Fare to Allegan (28 m.) $1; N. Birchard
proprietor. Passen~ers conveyed to and from Depot
free of charge. Good stabling fo r teams. 58
53. Durant,.Q.E. cit., p. 212.
54. Thomas, .Q.E. cit., p. 24.
55. Durant, .Q.E. ci t., p. 224.
56. !. Gaz., February 5, 1841-Apri1 1, 1842.
57. Thomas, .2.£. cit., p. 29.
58. K. Gaz., August 30, 1846.

-15By 1851 the advertisement had changed somewhat:
Bi. rchards' Hotel, known as the Ri. ver House, in the

village of Kalamazoo, is pleasantly situated on the
bank of the ri. ver, foot of Main st., wi th rural scenery surrounding, which gives to the romantic vision a
general scop~ of this beautiful village.
Spacious ruoms, ventillated at all times in the summer season conduce to health.
The proprietor has kept this establishment for marly
seven years, has lately made important repairs and
improvements beneficial to the travelling public, and
feeling thankful for past favors, solicits an estension of their Ii berali ty, and can assure them that if
medium prices, good order, and good attendance will
secure him a share of public patronage, he feels confident of success. 58
Bircharq, in an attempt to gain patronage, kept a stock of
dry goods and groceries on hand to sell at any time of day
or night as a convenience for those who needed supplies,
especially when other merchants were not open for busi- .

~~~~:59

Although he offered comfort at a lower cost than

could be obtained at his "up-town neighbors" and did all
he could to accommodate his guests and townspeople, the
River House was just not si tuated "in town", and business
dwc:indled. 60
In October, 1859, the River House, which at this time
belonged to J. P. Marsh but was no longer occupied, was
entirely destruyed by fire.

It was suspected that the

fire was started by an incendiary; G. W. Rosier was later

ar~ested and convicted for this crime. 61 For obvious reasons, th e Hi ver House was never rebuil t.

58. Ibid., February 21, 1851.
59. Ibid., August 29, 1851.
60. !J2!..g., April 29, 1$53.
61. 'Ihomas, .Q.l>. ill., p. 47.

-16The Exchange Hotel
The Exchange Hotel, which was built in 1836 or 1837,"
was located at what is now Michigan and Rose streets. 62
Its host in the earliest years was Mr. Johnson Patrick,
who was for a time a very popular landlord.

During the

election year of 1840, the Exchange was the scene of much
excitement, as it served as the local headquarters for
Harriso n 's sup:po rters •

At thi s time, "thi s hous e was fre-

quent1y"fi11ed from top to bottom, on the house top, and
under the foundation theroof, with guests, all careless of
how they were laid out, if they were sure to be on hand
at Pat's bountiful and splendid tables. ft63 This statement
probably greatly exaggerates the hotel's popularity, but,
for a time, many a "goodlye companie" was seated aroun.d
Pa~ 's tables eating wild game and other choice edibles. 6 4The demand" fo r temperance from a good number of people caused Johnson Patrick to make the Exchange (sometimes
known as the "Sign of th e Indian Chief") into a Temperance House in 1842.

He mad'e up for the lack of "spirits"

wi th an abundance of good food and excellent accommoda-

tions. 65

Pat's rates were as follows:

Single meal
Board one day
Board one week

25 cents

62 cents
$3.50
66

62. Sc rapoooks, .Q.E. ci t.
63. Thomas, QE. cit., pp. 31-32.

64. Ibid., p. 69-:65. K. Gaz., March 18, 1842.
66. Ibid., March 18, 1842.

-17The hotel, wi th its large assembly room measuring 30' x

60', was the scene of many dances such as the Cotillion
Party held there December S, 1842, to which all citizens
were invi ted if they could afford the $1.12 1/2 which was
the price of a ticket. 67
By 1846 a Mr. Sherman was the proprietor of the Ex-

change which was still run as a temperance hotel.
repairs and an addition onto the hotel. 68

He made

1850 saw the

ho tel being managed by Baker and Collins, who planned to
make further improvements. 69
hotel in 1851.

Messrs • Roberts managed the

However, after Johnson Patrick left the

Exchange Hotel, it was never again one cbf the "good"
hotels in Kalamazoo. 70

67.

Scrapbooks,

£E.

cit.

& K. Gaz., December 2, 1842.

68. K. Gaz., December 4, 1846.69. l.Qig., January 4, 1850.

70. Ibid., August 15, lS51.

-18Th e Ameri can Hotel
The American Hotel was first built in 1844 by Elisha
Weeks and owned by Henry Eoohr. 7l

In 1859, it haG passed

into the hands of S. H. McCorrni.ck,who attempted to make
the American' a more "homey" hotel while he was landlord. 72
This hotel burned following the Civil War, either in 1967
or 1868, and was rebuilt on the same location (46 Be 4S
Main St., near the Michigan Central Railroad Depot), in
1869 by Mr. Fred Hotop.73
Fred Hotop and Mr. Rah1meyer were the proprietors of
the hotel in 187074
brother, Will.

In 1871 Fred ran the hotel with his

In 1875, Fred bought his brother's inter-

est in the American and became the hotel's sole proprietor. 75

Under the Hotop management, the hotel began to

draw a good share of Kalamazoo's hotel business. It was
filled to its capaci ty almost all th e time. 76 The American Hotel was a three-story structure, wi th the third s
story being one big room where as many as twenty-eight
could sleep.77

In May, 1872, an extensive addition was

begun on the hotel because the Hotops felt that business
warranted such an improvement. 78

71. Scrapbooks, .Q..E. ci t.
72. ~. Gaz., April 8';1859.

73. Thomas, ,Q,E. ill., p. 195.
74- K. Gaz., September 23, 1870.
75. Ibid., February 12, 1875.
76. Ibid., January 5, 1872.
77 _ Scrapboo ks, .Q.E. ci t.

78. K. Gaz., May 24,1872.

-19The Burdick House
Construction on the Burdick House began in August,

1850 at 130 Main Street.

It was to be a four-story brick
structure, measuring 90-100' x 70' in depth. 79 '!he origi-

nal structure cost about t20,OOO.

Work on the ground

floor proceeded quite rapidly; this floo r was to contain
stores which were to be ready for use by May, 1851. 80 Mr.
Frank Dennison financed the pn ject on an area that had
been destroyed by fire.

Plans for the building included

the following features:

"

The cellar extends under the whole structure, the
walls of which are of stone, ".and two feet and a half
in thickness. The lower story is divided by a spacious hall, fifteen feet wide, running the whole
depth of the building, on each side of which are two
stores, each 20,'feet wide in the clear, by 70 in
depth, making four light, large, airy, and beautiful
apartments fo r mercantile operations. 1he windows
and doors of the first story are surmounted each by
an elegant arch, in the Tudo'r-Gothic style, while the
entire breadth of the hall, in the centre of the
building, is spanned by a magnificent arch, of the
same description, which sits there 'like a majestic
Queen, wi th her children ranged on ei ther side. The
effect is imposing and carries us back to to C§icfl the
feu.dal architecture, of the 14th century. The tliree
upper ston·es '~overing the whole area occupied by the
foundation, are designed for a Hotel, to which access
is to be gained by a broad flight of stai rs, starting
from the opening of the hall, on the basement floor,
and winding spi rally until they reach the fourth
story •••• These upper stories are to be divided into
innumerable rooms, of various kinds and sizes -- so
many in fact, we cannot estimate them-- but which are
calculated to accommodate, with ease, two hundred
pee pI e. -- Arno ng 0 th er rooms, there is to be a concert hall in the third story, of magnificent dimen-

..

l

79. Thomas,

go.

.Q.E. ci t., p. 36.
Ibid., p. 40:--

-20sions, a thing much needed heretofore. Upon the top
of the building, in just proportions, is to be,constructed a tower some 40 feet in height, and elegantly finished. The base of the columns and steps are
to be of hewn stone, and the window sills of whi te
marble, from Vermont. The columns are of cast iron.
UlX'n this immense structure th ere are thi rty wo rkmen
employed daily; and the whole is progressing rapidly
towards completion, under the superintendence of the
able and energetic architect and designer, A. G. Hopkins. This elegant and magnificent b~ock will be an
ornament and a mo st imp<> rtant addi tion to our vi1lage·81
Although it was expected that the new hotel wouJd' be ready
for opening sometime in 1851, it was not until April 19,
1854 that the "Cosmopolitan Hotel", as it was first
call Erl, opened to th e public.

At this time it contained

between gO ,and 100 rooms rttastefu1iy and carefully furnished".

J. T. Clapp and S. Budd managed the hotel which

they leased from Dennison. 82
guests wi. th ease.

It would accommodate 150

Bathing and shaving "saloons" were at-

tached to the hotel.

The hotel had quite a few proprie-

tors within the next twenty years:

Propri etors

J. T. Clapp & S. Budd
Ac ker & Lac ey
D. G. Kendall & J. P. Rice
D. G. Kendall
T. L. Acker - T. L. Acker & Son
Parks & H. F. Badger
T. A. Badger & Son
E. F. Pickering
w. H. Riley

Dates
1854
1855
1857
1857-8
18S8
1860
1865
1870
1871- 83

81. !. Gaz., Octo ber 25, 1850.
82. ,Ibid., April 21, 1854.
83. T6i'Q., April 21,1854, October 5,1855, January 23,
1857, June 4,1858, October 1,1858, October 12,1860, and
September 23, 1870. Thomas,.QJ?.ill., p. gg.

-21In June, 1855,: masons started wo rk on a stucco front
of imitation granite for the building. 84
management decided

to~

At this time the

change the name of the establishment

from the Cosmopoli tan Hotel to the Burdick House in honor
of the late General Justus Burdick.

1he hotel was locat;ed

on the si te of the original home of General Burdick.
In October, 1855, a row of wooden bUildings in the
block adjoining the Burdick House caught fire.

The whole

block was destroyed and only through fast work and great
effort was the blaze prevented from spreading to the hotel.

'lliis was only achieved, however, by throwing water.

in at th.e hotel windows.

Smoke and water damage to the

rather expensive new furniture, which had just be purchased, was quite extensive.
during the recent

The hotel had been closed

im~vements,

and this was aui te a loss

for the hotel's new managers, Messrs. Acker and Lacey. 85
The damage was not irretrievable, however, and the Burdick
House soon reopened.

In 1856 some of the social

~vents

of

the city were being held in this hotel.
Further improvements were made to the hotel by Kendall & Rice in 1857.

At this time they purchased sixteen

feet of ground adjoining the House on the west and several
lots in the rear th rough to Water Street in

0

reler to build

stables adequate to meet the needs of their guests. 86

84.1.

Gaz., June 8, 1855.
85. Ibid. , October 5, 1855.
86. Ibid., January 30, 1857.

-22The barn built for the Burdick cost about $3,000 to construct and was large enough to accommodate two hundred

L. Po~ter
in the hotel proper at the time the bam was bui1t. 87 Mr.

horses. 87Interna1 impruvements were made by

w.

Rice was not long at the Burdick House; he left Kalamazoo
with Len. Smith of the Kalamazoo House in June, 1857.

88

He reti red from his po si tion at the Burdi ck in May when he
had taken "sick" wi th "Kansas Fever"; i. e. he wanted to go
to Kansas.
When Mr. Kendall, otherwise known as "D. G.", left

the Burdick in June, 1R5R, Mr. T. L. Acker took his place
as proprietor of the hote1. 89

Acker's son helped in the

running of the hotel so that it was soon "Acker and Son,
Proprietors".90
der

the~r

care.

The Burdick House was well patronized unIn October, 1860, Mr. Parks from the

Heradon House in Marshall became the new host ani was as- 91
siated by H. F. Badger from the Adams House of Chicago.
Repairs inside the hotel were made at this time, and plans
were made to erect an observatory on the roof of the
building. 92

About this time, the Cowe11s were in Kalama-

zoo and were unabl e to stay at the Burdi ck, whi ch was considered the "first Hotel" in town, because c£ the extensive
repair work being done in the hotel. 93

87. Ibid., November 6, 1857.
88. I bi d., Jun e 5, 1 857 •

89. Ibid., June 4, 1858.
90. Ibid., October l, 1858.
91. Ibid. , October 12, 1860.
92. Ibid., November 2, 1860.
93. Disher, .Q.E. ill., p. 197.

-23H~

F. Badger purchased the Burdick Hous'e in August,
1865 From Dennison. 94 In June, 1876, the bam of the Burdick Hom e burned; it was a total loss, but 1m ki1y the
fire did not spread.. 95 The remains of the barn were
cleared away while plans were made for replacing the structure and repairing the hotel itse1f. 96
The Burdick House gradually eclipsed the fame of the
Kalamazoo House and became the best hotel in town.

It was

a very useful and popular addition to the town of Kalamazoo.

94. 'Ihomas, .Q.E. ill., p. 8$.
95. K• .Qs.!., ~une 2, 1876.
96. Ibid., September 22, 1876.

-24Other hotels.
The following list of hotels in Kalamazoo appeared
in the town directory for lS67-68:
1. Amari. can Ho tel, 46 &. 4g Main
2. Burdick House, 130 Main
3. City Hotel, 64 N. Burdick
4• Co p e 's Ho tel, 55 N. Ro s e
5. Cottage Hall Ho tel, ·51 N. Rose
6. Dollar Hotel, 57 N. He se
7. Franklin House, 92 Willard
8. Kalamazoo House, 94 & 96 Main
9. Michigan Central, 35 N. Burdick
10. Park House, 148 Portage
11. Rail Road Exchange, $1 N. Burdick
12. Rail lOad House, 100 N. Burdick
13. Sherman House, 82 N. Burdick
14. Sherldan House, 152 Main
15. Union House, 79 N. Burdick J97
The greater number of these hotels were not first class
establishments, and not too much is known of them.
suc~

One

hotel was the Ci ty Hotel operated by Mr. Robert Horn

in 1842.

At this time, the City Hotel was making some bid

for populari.ty, competing with the American Hotel for
business, but it was the latter which came out ahead.
Hom was auite a personable and friendly man.

One time he

be'8" Jas. Richmond a new coat that Grant would be re-elected in 1872 as President.

Richmond lost and came through

with the coat - but what a coat, made out of red, white,
and blue striped material.
tion" as a wonderful joke. 98

Both men took this loud "creaBy

1874, this hotel had

changed hands, to Messrs. WaterbuI1 and Powers.
97. Thomas, ~. cit., p. 195.
98. K. Gaz. ,-January 211-, l~73.

They ad-

-25vertised that no one would be turned away hungry, that
th ei. r rooms were cl ean and ti dy, and, although thi s was
no t a £i rst class hotel, it was comfo rtabl e and gentlemanly wi th ample stables a-railable. 99
Another of these lesser hotels was the Sheridan
House.

In 1872, this hotel had·a close call when a fire

broke out between a barber shop and Doran's saloon, both
of which stood in a row of wooden struc'tures just west of
the Sheridan.

The proprietor, Mr. Wattles, even started

throwing carpeting and blankets from the top of the hotel
in

0

rder to salvage something from the fire.

Luckily the

fire was brought under control in time so that the hotel
was not damaged. IOO

A man staying at the Sheridan in Dec-

ember of that year was nearly robbed of his watch on t,pe
street at night, but he managed to escape the thief by
getting back to th e ho tel in' time.

The Sheridan House was

quite popular as a stop-over for farmers visiting town.
George Seymour was the proprietor in lS73. l01

Seymour had

the reputation for serving good food and for being a good
host.

His wife did the inside "housekeeping" work.

At-

tached to the Sheridan was a billiard room run by McG~ain.
102
Adequate stabling facilities were also avai1ab1e.
There was another hotel in Kalamazoo which· for a time

99. Ibid., July 3, 1874.
100. Ibid., February 2, 1872.
101. Ibi d., August 8, 1873.
102. Ibid., July 3, 1874.

-26was very successful.
until 1.869.

The Interna1ional Hotel was not built

E. H. Davis undertook this building project'

on quite an elaborate" scale; the original building costs
amounted to about

~40,OOO.

The International was quite

successful fo r a time, but wi thin about ten years, the
owner was forced to sellout at a great financial sacrifice for $15,000. 103

Billiard tables were available for
use at the hotel, but there was no saloon here. l04 A
small fountain was erected in the lobby in 1871 by George
Dani els and 'Ibm Dougan. l05 The owner, Mr. DaVis, was involved in a damage suit with the contracters who had built
the hotel; he was accused of having failed to pay all the
bills accrued during the construction of the International
Hotel.

Bush and Patterson, the contractors, were

eventual:~

ly awarded $7,000 in damages in this suit. 106
In January, 1872, an entertainment for the public was
put on by the boamers at the International Hotel; the program included several funny skits.

Following the program,

which was very successful, the chairs were removed from the
dining room, where the temporary stage had been erected, and
dancing took place.l07

Mr. Hayward was the manager of the

hotel. 109
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.

Scrapbooks, .Q.E. ci t.
K. Gaz., February 24, 1871.
'Ibid., April 21, 1871.
I bi d., 0 c to b er 27, 1871.
Ibid., January 5, 1872.
Ibid., May 15, 1874.

-27The

International~·Hote1 narrowly

in .December, IR72.

escaped burning down

The chimney of the hotel was poorly con-

structed; it was only one brick thick at its base, which in
tum rested on wooden supports.
the fire through.

A brick cracked ami let

By the time it was discovered, the fire

had spread to the water closet.

The hose about the hotel

was frozen, so that difficulty was incurred in
extinguish the flames.

atta~pts

to

Since th e fi re had started during·

the day, it was discovered in time.

It might have been dis-

astrous had it begun at night. l09
Th e management of th e International Hotel made many imand changes
provements /in th e ho tel in an effo rt to attract new customers.

In 1874, a

~400

Holmes Elect·ric Annunciator, like

those used in Detroit hotels, was installed at the hotel;
· was th e on1y one
t h 1.S

0

f ·1. ts ki n d·1.n Ka 1 amaZQQ. 110

I n ...
m.ay,

1874, the hotel acquired a Ii quo r license, so that fo r the
first time since it was built, liquor would be sold in the
lll
International Hotel.
In 1875, a telegraph office was
l12
installed as a branch of the Atlantic and Pacific system.
In spite of these continuous attempts to make the International Hotel up-to-date and a leading hotel in town, Davis
eventually found i t a poor investment and sold out at a loss..'
109. Ibid., May 3, 1872.
110. Ibid., May 15, lR74.
111. Ibid., May 23, 1874.
112. Ibid., January 29, 1875.

-28George Horn ran an early hotel known as the "Golden
Cross Hotel".

This building was tom down in 1974 and a new

brick structure built with a 48' front and three stories
high.

It was named the Reynolds' Hotel after its owner and

proprietor, Mr. Patrick Reynolds. 113

This same hotel was

sold in 1882 to Patrick Burke, uncle to the John Burke who
later owned the Burdick Hotel.

Reynolds' or Burke's Hotel

had a dining room, bar, and cigar counter.

There were fifty

guest rooms for which the rates in 1882 were $1 single, $1.50
- double.

Dinner or supper cost fifty cents and breakfast

could be secured fo r a quarter.

"Each room was fumished

with a double bed or two single ones, a straight chair and
rocker, bureau, commode with washbowl and pitcher, a woodstove, and kerosene lamp."114

The clerks were warned to

collect rents in advanc e from strangers wi. thout baggage

~d

to be careful about letting rooms to young couples or women
with painted faces. l15

This respectable hotel was located

where the Columbia is today.

113. Ibid.~ August 28, 1874.
114. Barola Sharpsteen, The Life of John Henry Burke (Kalamazoo, 1949), p. 78.
115. Ibid., p. 78.

-29~.e

Status of Taverns in Kalamazoo

z

1832-1876

',;

"Two Eras in a Drunkard's Life"
'Ibday - Glo rious Sensations.
Live, ye loafers, while ye may,
Give your souls in mirth to-day;
Drinking drowns all care and sorrow-Thinking brings a sad tomorrow;
Blow, 0 blow it, boys, how strong!
Go, 0 go it while your ~t.jyoung!
IVline's a life of fun ana frolic-Wine's a cure for care and cholic!
Tomorrow - Sober Reflections.
Life's a humbug -- death~s a hoas Strifes and griefs are serious jokes.
Riches have flown - I cannot catch 'em-Breeches are torn - no wife to patch ern;
Blast the luck and blast the liquor!
Cast all grog to -- Dh I I'm si cxert
See the demons! how they're dancingI
'Spreeing, grinning, kicking, prancing I
Some sit grinning on their beam ends:
Rum! -- more rum I I've got the TRIMENSI"116
In th e early days in Kalamazoo, liquo r flowed qui te
freely.

Some used it for "medicinal purposes" in order to

ward off infirmities.

Liquor was an inexpensive,and, often,

an effective cure.

1837 a large quantity of liquor

By

sold in the township.

wa~

At this time there were four tavems

with licenses to sell liquor.

The amount sold in this year

was equal' to about sixty gallons of liquor ror every man,
woman, and child residing in the town.
this liquor

Of course, much of

was consumed by travellers and land speculators,

who were not pennanent residents of Kalamazoo, or by those in
the surrounding countryside.
116.~. Gaz., June 4,1841.

Just the same, four establishAuthor Anohymous.

-30ments within one year had sold 915 gallons of brandy, 865
gallons of gin, 1225 gallons of rum, 300 gallons of wine, and
1070 gallons of whiskey, according to a report made by M. A.
Prouty before the Kalamazoo Total Abstinence Society in January, 1838.

117

These figures did not include beer, Which was

also very plentiful.
The four licensed taverns in Kalamazoo in 1838 were the
River House, the "Sign of the Indian Chief", and the Kalamazoo House, plus an unnamed establishment run by a Mr. White.
The number of saloons and taverns increased as the town grew.

At least one more had been opened by 1844 by F. CJa rk,· and
was located near Main and Portage. 118

February, 1847, was

t

the scene of a party held at Beals's elegant Saloon, which
was a place that "everyone knew" .ll~

Another saloon was ad-

vertised in the Gazette by o. Edwards in 1848 as "a neat

SAL~

DON" connected with his store,where everything could be found
"to nourish and refresh the inner man" .120

The Alhambra Sal-

oon was kept by E. H. Porter in this same year, wi. th an abundant supply of

~ood

foods, choice liquors, ale and cider,

etc.

R. C. Hubbard ran the "Union Hall" where any "usual"
.
.
121
kind of lJ.quo r could be obt;aJ.oed.
Crain f s American Saloon,

located across from the Kalamazoo House served "small beer",
according to their advertisement.
117. Scrapbooks, Q.:E.

ill.

11 ~. Thomas, .Q..:Q. ci t.
119. K. Gaz.,~ebruary 5,1847.
120. 1J2!.g., June 23, 1848.
121. Ibid., May 4, 1849.

It seems that few of the

-31early inhabi tants objected to beer. 122

D. S. Merri tt took

over the American from Crain in 1852 and kept choice liquors
on hand; under his management, the saloon was known as
"Shorty's American" .1 2 3

J. M. Wood became the manager of the

A.merican Saloon by August, 1852, and advertised that "to the
weary, the heavy laden, the lover of this world's luxurious
bounties, he would say he has a table always readyn.1 2 4
Another saloon, the Pantheon, was opened over Porter and
Strong's Grocery Store.

It was "Elegant", so they said, with

grained woodwark ado med wi th several sketches done by a local artist. This saloon also had its "eating department n • 125
Th e temperance movement also had an early start in Kala-

mazoo as may be seen by the following notice in January,
lR37:
'!he annual meeting of the two Temperance Societies of
this place, stand adjourned to meet at the Presbyterian
Church, on Wednesday evemng, the 25th inst. at half
past six 0 'clock, to hear the -report of the commi ttee
of conferance sic , and also to elect officers to govem said so ci eti es th e ensuing year.
L. H. Trask
A. Brownson, Sec'rs. 1~6
One of these societies, the Kalamazoo 'lbtal Abstinence Society, was composed of 39 men and 30 women by the end of 1837.

TIley fel t that poverty could be largely traced to intemper-

ance. 127
122.
123.
124.
125.
126.
127.

Ibid .
"
Ibid.,

June 14, lR50.
May 7, 1852.
Ibi,d., August 6, 1852.
Ibid., January 9, 1852.
Ibid., January 23, 1837.
Scrapbooks, .QJ2. cit.,

-32The temperance movement gained support gradually.

Mass

temperance meetings were held at which such men as Charles E.
0:
128
Stlllart and Samuel Ransom spoke out for "the cause l ' .
A
temperance lecturer in 1 R44, Augustus N. Littlejohn, "created
all the furor of an old fashioned religious revival" in Kalamazoo.

This

ma~

was a refo rmed drunkard who had suffered

several serious moral lapses in his campaign for temperance.
He conducted a mock trial of King Alcohol, condemned "Him",
and then led a street procession with.a band playing a funeral dirge to a si te where the whole trial was climaxed by
throwing a bottle of booze on a bonfire. 129

A great temper-

ance meeting was held April 23, 1851, sponsered by the Grand
Division of the Sons of Temperance, at which the speaker was
General S. F. Cary from Cincinnati.

Railroad fares were re-

duced to half-price fo r those in surrounding areas who wished
to attend. 130
Support throughout the state began to rise in favor of
passing a law similar to the Maine Liquor Law.

By December,

1852, it was almost a certainty that this law would be proposed when the new state legisiature met. I31 Numerous petitions supporting such action had been circulated and signed.
Whatever laws had been passed to control the flow of liquors
up until this time had been commonly violated and evaded.
In February, 1853, a strong prohibitory law was passed
by the Michigan Legislature, which outlawed the manufacture

128.Z. Gaz., March 25,1842.

129. Willis F. Dunbar, "Glimpses of Michigan, 1840-60",
Michigan History. September, 1948. Vol. XXXII., p. 235.
130. OK. Gaz., April 11, 1851.
131. "Ibicr:-; December 24, 1852.

-

-33, of, or traffic in intoxicating beverages, except fo r specified uses, e.g. fo r medicinal use.
to the Maine Liquor Law.

The law was very similar

The legislature,

howeve~,

attached

a clause to the bill which called for the approval of the
majority of voters in the state before the law was to go into'
effect.

The voters of Michigan, after .viewing the facts,

decided to give the law a trial.

'!hey hoped that, as in

Maine, the closing of all public ":tippling"'houses" would result in a decrease in the number of occupants in jails and
!X>or: houses.

The vote in Kalamazoo approved the law by the

vote of L.10 to 117. 132
Prohibition went into effect December 2, 1853.

Messrs.

Gleason and Smith of the Kalamazoo House complied immediately
with the new law, taking liquor out of their bar, and the
rest of the taverns in town followed their example.
obedience, however, did not long continue.

Passive

When the proprle-

to rs of th e Kalamazoo House heard that the nev: law had been
held unconstitutional in a Detroit court, they brought the
bottles back to their bar.

In this action, they misjudged

public opinion; the majority of the ci tizens of Kalamazoo
were determined to give the law a fair trial; they decided to
enforce the law until such time as the State Supreme Court
might declare i t to be unconsti tutional. 133
132. Dunbar,
on. -ci t., p. 235.
l(
do
133 • .;,.;.
Gaz.,~
December 30, 1053.

As a result of

-34their violation, Gleason and Smith were tried by a jury,
found guilty, and fined $100 for their offense.

134. ·Some of

the men in town supported the proprietors of the Kalamazoo
House and joined the latter in a protest against the imposed
fine by cancelling their subscriptions to the Kalamazoo Gazette, which supported the liquor law.
they were all again taking the Gazette.

Before long, however,
Gleason and 3mi th

bowed to the will of the majority temporarily and acknowledged a finn respect fo r the law after a telegraphic despatch reached them to the effect that the State Supreme Court
had tied in its decision on the constitutionality of the law,
thus sustaining th e ~i quo r law .135
An anti-Maine Law meeting was held at the court house;
the participants at this meeting demanded the repeal of the
1.."
liquorl\as it was an infraction against every c.itizen's civil
liberties, which were much more important than the temperance
cause.

They felt that drinking, wi thin 1imi tations, would not

hurt anyone. 136
Violation

0

r inattention to the liquor law soon became

more prevalent, both by citizens and the law enforcement officers.

Some were drinking more than they ever had before

just for the sake of violating the law.

Tie

supreme court

had not upheld the law solidly, and this action had destroyed
the moral force of the liquor law.

134. Ibid., January 6, 1854.
135. lbid., Febwary 3, 1954.
136. lbi·d., l'ebruary 17, 1·Q54.

Those who insisted on

-35total abstinence in an obnoxious way turned manj more against
their cause.

Cries for a nnre liberal law became more and

more frequent.

The Democratic Party, which up until this

time had upheld the law, turned against it. 13 ?

Pat1ts of the

1$53 law were finally declared unconstitutional by the State
Supreme Court.

A new law was passed by the state legislature
early in 1855 to replace the other law. 13g Small quantities

of beer might now be sold under law, but liquor for the most
part was still outlawed.
Judge Edwards in the Kalamazoo Court House strongly favored the new law and upheld it as well as he could.

Some

one who· opposed observance of the liquor law broke into Edward's office
and tore 'and smeared his docket with rotten
..
eggs; in:'lspite of a reward of $400-500 being offered for apprehension of the guilty culprit or culprits, it was never
discovered who had done this. 139 Liquor was openly being ad-'
vertised for sale by June, 1856, and the Democratic Party_as
calling for the repeal of the Fusion liquor law, as it was
known.140

Judge Edwards continues to prosecute violations of

the law, but to little avail.

The Sons of Temperance lost

much support; their membership dwindled, and more taverns sold
liquor than before. 141
A serious stabbing took place in a "Beer House" o,n Bur137.
13g·.
139.
140.
141.

Ibid.,
Ibid.,
Ibid.,
Ibid.,
Ibid.,

May 5, 1854.
January 26, 1855.
September 21,1855.
August 22,1856.
June 5, 1857.

-36dick late in 1857, which might seem to support the temperance
men in the need fo r prohi bi tion, but the people as a whole no
longer supported the law. 142 The Board of Trustees governing
the township of Kalamazoo were unwilling to take the stand of
issuing an

0

rd.inanc e which wou1<tl111ake being intoxicated auts-

matically subject to the charge of disorderly conduct. 143
Whether temperance should be forced on the people, or the
people indiVidually persuaded to take a stand for tempera nce
was openly debated on all sides.
In March, 1859, the state legislature considered a new'
law pertaining to the liquor ouestion.

The old Fusion law,

prohibiting sale and manufac.tureof liquor, was not, however,
at this time repealed.

The proposed law was merely to make

adulteration of liquors and other beverages for sale, illegal.

Their consideration of a new law, without repeal of the

other, meant, in effect, that the old law was considered dead
and void. l44
Following the Civil War, there was even greater evasion
of the·liquor law.

In April :t872, a row of wooden structures

on North Rose Street caught ;fire; among the buildings destroyed or damaged in the fire were a saloon run by a Mr. Koostar and another run by a Mr. McAllister.
scarce.

Saloons were not

'!he liquo r law in force at this time was the 1855

law, with amendments added in 1861 and 1871.
142. Ibid., l'bvember 6, 1857.

143. Ibid., June 18, lS5g.
U4. Ibid., March 18, 1859.

The law called

-37for no manufactUring or selling of liquors except under the
following conditions: 1) when it was to be used for medicinal
purposes; 2) when the liouor is foreign manufactured and contained in its original package; 3) manufacture of cider, wine
and beer was permissab1e; 4) beer was only to be sold in five
gallon lots, and wine and cider only by th e ga11on. 145

No

liquor was to be sold for any reason on Sunday.
More saloons were opened.

A billiard parlor saloon was

opened over \vaterbury' s wholesale liquor store on Burdick
Street by Mike Blaney in April·, 1873 .1LRni th intemperance rising, avid temperance men and women continued to crusade for
their cause.

Some of the women went so far as to raid the

saloons in order to extract their husbands or friends from
these dens of iniouity; one of the women was even supposed to
have taken a "strong drink", (beer), to give herself courage
and strength to carry out this

P1an.14:VL:~/The ladies

of Kala-

mazoo fonned themselves into a permanent temperance organization to take active steps to remedy the si tuation now
ing.:J4 8

exis~

Many, on the other haIid,felt that the unenforced

liquo r law was rno re demo rali zing than having no law whatsoever.
Street fights in front of the Peninsular Saloon on Main
Street, and other saloons, by indulgers were becoming more
common.

'ilie Peninsular Saloon was in a new building and was

145. l.Qi.g., May 1, 1874.

146. Ibid., May 23, 1813.

147. Ibid., March 13, 1874.
14tt. Ibid., Marcy 27, 1874.

-38run by Messrs. Stein and Baumann.

It had a marble front, and

was a three-story structure, including a restaurant and billiard hall on the first floor, reception and dining rooms on
the second, and a dancing hall on the third floor.
is a model in design.

"'!he bar

It is of black walnut, carved elabor-

ately and finished in oil.

Back of the bar are sideboards to

correspond and a large mirror."149

The ladies continued to

crusade against alcohol in front of the bigger taverns' such
as the Peninsular Saloon, the Kalamazoo

Hou~e,

Nat Ellsworth's,

the Sheridan House, and the Burdick House, amons others.
But this kind of action on their part brought forth insults
from men who were only looking for an excuse to start troub1e. 150
For a short time in 1874, the liquor law was again enforced.

One man was fined for staying open on Sunday.

plaints were received against

Ril~

Com-

of the Burdick House.

Hotop Bros. were fined for a violation of the law; they, however, appealed their case to the Supreme Court of Michigan.
Other liquor cases awai ting tJrial at this point were suspended, awaiting the high court's decision in the case. 151
Within a year, the old prohibition measure was repealed by
the state legislature, and in its place came a liquor tax
based on the quanti ty of liquor a dealer handl ed, equal to about 2% of what was sold.

This measure went into effect in

149. Ibid., October 29, 1875.
150. Ibid., May 8 &. 15, 1874.
151. Ibid., August 28, 1874.

-39June, 1875. 152

The first year, stores,and saloons dealing

in liquor in Kalamazoo paid ~6,217.50 to secure liquor 1icenses. 153 Saloons were still not to· be open on Sunday, and
drunkenness in Kalamazoo was penalized by a fine of about
$15. 154 By June, 1876, there were fifty-six licensed dealers
:in liquor in Ka1amazoo. 155

Ev'en the local judge freely ad-

mi tted before a man brought up before him on a charge of
drunkenness, that he was not adverse to a small amount of
drinking, although he did not condone drunkenness. 156 In
spi te of all the effo rts of temperance supf.orters, there was
never a time when liquor was not available somewhere in Kalamazoo from 1832 to 1876.

152.
153.
154155.
156.

I bid., May 7, 1875.
Ibid.,
Ibid.,
Ibid.,
Ibid.,

July 2, lR75.
November 12, lR75 &. December 24, 1875.
June 23, 1876.
September 1, 1876.
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